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Taynuilt ‘army’ defends pier
Villagers in Taynuilt are 
mobilising a pierwatch army 
to wage war on irresponsible 
litter louts – the lochside 
community is being plagued 
by those staying overnight and 
revellers setting up camp next 
to the picturesque Kelly’s Pier.

Camping chairs, tents, piles 
of rubbish, a table and even 
a step ladder are among the 
most recent pieces of debris 
dumped. Drink cans, bottles 
smashed into camp� res, 
half-burned rubbish and baby 
wipes soiled with excrement 
are other grim � nds frequently 
faced by litter pickers.

Villagers have taken it on 
themselves individually to 
regularly clean up the mess 
others thoughtlessly le�  
behind, but now they have 
formed an o�  cial pierwatch 
group and are linking up with 
Police Scotland Rural Watch 
in the hope of putting a stop 
to it.

Signs will also be going up in 
the area soon, urging people 
to be responsible and keep the 
place tidy.

One of Taynuilt Pierwatch’s 
founding members Libby 
Bryce said: ‘Someone had to 
step up to protect the area, its 
beauty and its wildlife, and 

we’re doing it as a collective 
community now.

‘� e problem is all along the 
shore from Kelly’s Pier to the 
grass peninsula and new pier, 
and it’s going to be a problem 
that will become more com-
mon with the growing popu-
larity of campervans. Last year 
we had it bad right up to the 
New Year.

‘We have been making in-
roads with litter and I thought 
it was going quite well until 
last week when I found the 
furniture. Broken glass from 
bottles, half burned wood with 
nails is also a risk to kiddies’ 
hands or people’s pets. We also 
� nd a lot of soiled baby wipes 
with human waste – it’s not 
pleasant.’

Anglers’ discarded lines with 
hooks attached are another 
hazard, said Ms Bryce.

� is Saturday, October 19, 
will see Taynuilt Pierwatch’s 
� rst collective litter-pick at 
Kelly’s Pier at 10.30am.

Taynuilt is not alone when it 
comes to destructive campers, 
with incidences being reported 
of rubbish le�  and green trees 
chopped down on the shores of 
Loch Awe at Kilchrenan.

‘I would call them animals 
but animals never leave the de-
struction and mess these peo-
ple do,’ said Tom Cakebread, 
who lives there.

� e Taynuilt group will 
also be joining up with other 
groups in Bonawe and Loch 
Awe which are also trying to 
protect their shorelines.

‘� e idea is that we can all 
tie up and help each other 
when we need it or have to face 
any big tasks that need extra 
hands,’ said Ms Bryce.

‘It’s not about keeping 
campers away. We don’t want 
to stop them from enjoying 
themselves, we just want them 
to be responsible and not spoil 
the area for others,’ she added.

Support has also been 
received from o�  cers based 
at Oban Police Station to 
help deal with any anti-social 
behaviour and � shfarm 
company Dawnfresh has given 
sponsorship.

Sergeant Peter MacMillan 
at Oban said: ‘Police Scotland 
is dedicated to working 
with rural communities and 
protecting the environment. 
Littering and other anti-social 
behaviour in the countryside 
has a detrimental e� ect on the 
community and surrounding 
wildlife.’

Plans to encourage people 
to look a� er the pier area, by 
sprucing it up, so far include 
turning a chain of tyres into 
tubs planted with � owers and 
herbs and the possibility of 
introducing some seating.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

� is week’s Royal National Mòd in Glasgow 
saw a delighted Innes MacKay, 10, from 
Dunbeg, � nally li� ing the Dr Archie 
MacKinnon (Islay) Memorial Trophy. 

Innes � nished � rst in the solo singing for 
boys, aged nine to 10 years, learners. He was 
second in the same class last year. 

Innes also won the Donald Macleod Trophy 
for highest marks in Gaelic this year. Innes 

still found singing Ho-ri ho-ro mo nionag a 
‘wee bit scary’. 

‘He just loves singing,’ mum Lorraine said. 
‘He is singing all the time.’ 

Asked how they planned to celebrate, dad 
Robert said: ‘We are going home. He is selling 
sheep at the Dalmally rams sale on Saturday.’

Turn to pages 25 to 30 for more coverage of 
Mòd Glaschu. 15_SN_ModMon_12 

Innes wins when he’s singing!

COVERAGE OF THIS YEAR’S 
GLASGOW MÒD
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Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
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SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh, EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 November 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

OFFERS &

213

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A CJ WILDLIFE GARDEN BIRD FEEDING AND CARE BUNDLE

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What species of bird is the nation’s favourite?

Attract more birds to your garden and give them the best of care with this fabulous bundle of products from CJ Wildlife. 
Hanging bird feeders are an excellent way to feed seeds, peanuts and specialist seed mixes to the more agile species 

such as blue tits, greenfinches and house sparrows whilst bird tables also attract ground feeding birds including the nation’s 
favourite, robins. CJ Wildlife feeders offer the very best in design, suitability and safety for bird feeding. Their range of bird 
foods have been created by ornithologists to provide nutrition and high energy when birds need it most. Plus adding a nest 
box will encourage birds to breed near your home and increase the success rate of future populations. 

The prize, which is worth over £300, includes an impressive Queens Bird Table at 1.75m tall, innovative Apollo Click & Go 
Seed Feeder, 10kg of best-selling Hi-Energy No Mess Seed Mix, a selection of stylish feeders and compatible foods, wooden 
nest boxes and more. Made from high quality materials for you and your birds to enjoy for many years to come.
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WIN
A CJ WILDLIFE 
GARDEN BIRD 
FEEDING AND 
CARE BUNDLE
SEE PAGE 33
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Brexit threat to 
Argyll and Isles
Argyll and Bute is one of the 
areas most vulnerable to any 
consequences of Brexit, a 
study has found.

Published by the Rural and 
Environmental Science and 
Analytical Services, the Local 
Level Brexit Vulnerabilities 
report revealed that 49 per 
cent of the communities in 
Argyll and Bute would be 
at risk, equating to 41,000 
people.

� is was the third highest 
percentage in the list, behind 
Na h-Eileanan Siar on 53 per 
cent, and Shetland on 50 per 
cent.

� e report also stated that 
34 per cent of communities in 
the Orkney Islands are with-
in the 20 most vulnerable 
communities in Scotland.

� e study stated: ‘� is 
equates to over 75,000 people 
in total. � is re� ects the high 
concentration of the work-
force in Brexit vulnerable 
sectors such as � shing and 
agriculture; relatively high 
European funding receipts 
and rurality, though there is 
variation within these areas.’

While these areas top of 
the list for the highest per 
cent of communities at risk, 
Glasgow, which came in at 

30 per cent, has the highest 
number of people at risk with 
186,000.

� e area with the second 
highest number of people 
at risk is 
Highland, with 
103,000, with 
43 per cent of 
c om mu n it ie s 
vulnerable.

Western Isles 
MP, Angus 
Brendan MacNeil is very con-
cerned at � gures contained 
in the Local Level Brexit 
Vulnerabilities report.

Mr MacNeil, who has con-
tinually opposed Brexit, said: 
‘It is very concerning to see 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar tops the 
list of areas in Scotland that 
are vulnerable to the damage 
that Brexit will bring.

‘We must remember there 
is no good Brexit. � ere 
is no better deal than the 
current deal of free trade 
and unhindered access to the 

market of 500 
million in the 
trade block that 
is the European 
Union.

‘Every week 
we see lorries 
going to France 

and Spain with produce 
from the sea. Together 
with cro� ing this leaves us 
vulnerable to Brexit and the 
lack of diversi� cation of the 
economy, compared to other 
areas, adds to that.

‘I will be asking the 
Westminster government for 
money directly to Na h-Eile-
anan an Iar – Brexit is their 

project, we cannot be taking 
the damage without compen-
sation from them to o� set the 
chaos their political project, 
harking back to the 19th 
century, is and will cause.’

Mr MacNeil’s comments 
were echoed by Argyll and 
Bute MP Brendan O’Hara, 
who said: ‘In many ways 
this report con� rms what I 
have long feared – any form 
of Brexit would be deeply 
damaging for Scotland as a 
whole but any Brexit could be 
absolutely catastrophic for us 
here in Argyll and Bute.

‘We already have a fragile 
rural economy which relies 
heavily on free access to 
European markets and on be-
ing able to attract European 
nationals to come and live, 
work, stay and raise a family 
here. Not only is that being 
taken away from us with 
Brexit but if Boris Johnson 
has his way, our farmers and 
shell� sh producers will be 
put at a massive competitive 
disadvantage to our near 
neighbours in Northern 
Ireland.

‘We are heading into a crit-
ically important week but the 
people of Argyll and Bute can 
rest assured I will never vote 
for any deal which I believe 
will destroy the livelihoods of 
my constituents.’

MPs Angus Brendan MacNeil, left, and Brendan O’Hara.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

‘Brexit could be 
catastrophic to 
Argyll and Bute’

‘Highest reading’ 
drink-driver banned
A drink-driver has been hit 
with a two-year ban a� er 
being caught almost six times 
over the legal limit.

Oban Sheri�  Patrick 
Hughes said Katrina Ann 
Paterson’s reading was the 
highest he had seen in court 
and her defence solicitor 
Eddie � ornton said he was 
‘astonished’ she could even 
get into the car she had drunk 
so much alcohol.

Paterson, 34, of 6 McKelvie 
Road, Oban, had previously 
pleaded guilty to   the 
drink-driving charge and was 
back in court last week for 
sentencing.

Her 24-month driving ban 
will be reduced to 18 months 
if she successfully completes 
a drink-driver rehabilitation 
course and she must carry 
out 60 hours of unpaid work 
within six months, ordered 
Sheri�  Hughes.

An application for her car 
to be forfeited was refused 
a� er the court heard Paterson 
planned to sign it over to a 
friend who needed it to visit 
her sick mother.

Paterson was stopped by po-
lice in Soroba Road at 1.45am 
on September 12 a� er they 
watched her set o�  from the 
town centre, drive very slowly 
then speed up for no reason. 
� ere was no other tra�  c.

She appeared confused 
when o�  cers spoke to her and 
her speech was slurred as she 
began to produce a number of 
documents from the car, the 
court was told.

Paterson told police she 
had drunk a couple of 
glasses of wine earlier and 
failed a roadside breath test 
which showed she had 120 
micrograms of alcohol in 100 
millilitres of breath, exceed-
ing the prescribed limit of 22 
micrograms.

In defence, Mr � ornton 
said   the incident was ‘very 
much out of character’ for 
Paterson, who had made the 
‘bad’ decision to drive a� er 
failing to get a taxi and turn-
ing down a friend’s o� er of 
somewhere to stay that night.

‘� ere was no need for her to 
take the decision she did. � e 
decision was brought upon 
by excessive consumption of 
alcohol. I’m astonished she 
could even get in the car,’ he 
said.

He added his client, who was 
of ‘excellent character’ before 
the incident, understood the 
‘grave danger’ she could have 
posed to other road users, 
pedestrians and herself.

Paterson felt drinking was 
‘a developing habit’, said Mr 
� ornton, who told the court 
she had since abstained from 
alcohol.

Sheri�  Hughes said: ‘� at 
was almost six times the 
limit, the highest reading I’ve 
seen in a court.’

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Building Consultancy
Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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POLICE FILES
 Between 6pm on Sunday 
September 29 and 9am 
on Monday September 
30, outside the Royal Mail 
delivery O�  ce, Charlotte 
Street, Bowmore, a Royal 
Mail van was damaged by 
having the passenger side 
wing mirror knocked o� . 
 About 2.10am on Sunday 
September 29, on Main 
Street, Bowmore, a collision 
occurred between a red 
Vauxhall Corsa and a parked 
car. On Saturday October 12, 
a man aged 43 was charged 
with dangerous driving. 
A report will be submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.
 Between 7.40pm on 
Sunday September 29 and 
1.25m on Monday Septem-
ber 30, on School Street, 
Bowmore, a black Ford car 
was damaged by being 
struck by another vehicle 
which failed to stop. 
 About 5.20pm on Monday 

October 7, in Quarry Road, 
Oban, a man aged 28 
breached bail conditions 
by approaching a woman. 
Police arrested and charged 
the man who was held for 
court. A report was submit-
ted to the procurator � scal.
 About 1.55am on Friday 
October 11, in Scalpay 
Terrace, Oban, police were 
called to a disturbance. 
Subsequently a man aged 
31 was arrested for allegedly 
behaving in an abusive 
manner with an axe and 
a sword. He was charged, 
held for court and a report 
submitted to the � scal.
 About 5.15pm on Sunday 
October 13, on the A85 near 
Pennyfuir, Oban, a vehicle 
was stopped and two men 
were searched. A man 
aged 23 was found to have 
cannabis and was issued 
with a recorded police 
warning.

 About 10.50pm on Friday 
October 11, in Glenmore 
Road, Oban, police were 
called to a disturbance. A 
man aged 46 was arrested 
for allegedly assaulting a 
woman and another man. 
He was charged and a 
report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.
 About 4.10pm on Saturday 
October 12, on the B8073 
near Tobermory, police were 
called to a disturbance. A 
man aged 23 was arrested 
for allegedly behaving in an 
abusive manner and being 
in possession of a knife. He 
was charged, held for court 
and a report was submitted 
to the procurator � scal.
 If anyone has informa-
tion in relation to any 
incident, they can contact 
police on telephone num-
ber 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Man admits series 
of break-in attempts
A late night lone worker was 
confronted by a man with a 
hammer trying to break into 
her o�  ce, Oban Sheri�  Court 
has heard.

Attempting to force open a 
window at Carr Gom Support 
Services at Glenshellach 
Business Park with the intent 
to steal on June 29 this year 
was just one of 10 charges 
admitted by James McMillan 
last week.

McMillan, 26, currently in 
East Dunbartonshire’s Low 
Moss Prison,   had pleaded 
guilty in writing to a series 
of attempted break-ins and   
the� s between June and 
July this year – including 
stealing an air puri� er from 
a residents’ common area at 
Oban’s Westbay Apartments.

� e court was told how 
during those dates McMillan 
kicked and damaged doors at 
those apartments, was seen 
hanging round the Great 
Western Hotel without lawful 
authority so it could reasona-
bly be inferred he intended to 
commit the� .

He also broke into a shed in 
McKelvie Road in the town 

and stole a tent and a quantity 
of plant pots.

McMillan also broke into 
a common close at McKelvie 
Road and stole a mountain 
bike, while a guesthouse 
owner in Soroba Road had 
spotted him trying car doors.

He also broke into another 
shed at Combie Street and 
stole another mountain bike. 
He was traced to the the�  a� er 
the owner found a couple of   
receipts and police matched 
them with CCTV footage they 
checked at the shop. � e Carr 
Gom incident happened on 
June 29 this year.

� e court heard how in one 
incident, only half an hour 
a� er being released from Oban 
Police Station, he had tried to 
open a back door at Westbay 
Apartments. 

Police were called and found 
a number of metal post boxes 
had also been forcibly opened. 
CCTV showed the accused had 
been in the area.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
called for reports, remanded 
McMillan in custody and 
adjourned the case until 
November 6.

Services to be hit 
hard in next cuts
Additional support services 
are looking like they will be 
hit hard in Argyll and Bute 
Council’s next round of cuts.

� e council has revealed 
it will have to make around 
£9.2 million in savings in 
2020/21.

Councillors will meet today 
(� ursday October 17) at 
the Policy and Resource 
Committee to vote on next 
year’s budget.

Two services at high risk 
are community learning and 
development as well as pupil 
support assistants.

Community learning and 
development is set to lose 
£246,000 by 2021-22, poten-
tially resulting in the loss of 
seven full-time equivalent 
positions. � is comes a� er 
the sector lost 17.1 full-time 
equivalent posts last year – 
more than half of the services 
sta�  at that time.

Some 14.7 full-time equiv-
alent pupil support assistants 
posts are expected to be cut 
in a bid to save £317,500.

A reliable source, who did 
not want to be named, spoke 
to � e Oban Times earlier 
this week about the cuts.

� ey said: ‘Anything that’s 
not statutory and nailed 
down is up for cuts. It’s crazy.  
It will decimate the service. 
� e biggest issue here is who 

this will impact – not just the 
workers, but the young peo-
ple and the neediest adults. 
� ey will be hurt the most 
and they can’t do anything 
about it.’

Council leader Councillor 
Aileen Morton said: ‘� ere 
are no easy options le�  for 
making more savings. We’ve 
delivered £57 million in 
savings since 2010, and we’ve 
had the third highest cut in 
funding of all of Scotland’s 
councils in recent years, and 
estimates show that we will 
have to deliver another £9.2 
million of savings next year.

‘� e scale of the savings po-
tentially required means that 
all options open to councils 
to take must be explored and 
identi� ed, including some of 
the most valued services – 

the services which, if things 
were di� erent, we would like 
to protect and grow.

‘� e majority of the coun-
cil’s funding comes from 
the Scottish Government. 
As we don’t expect to know 
until January next year ex-
actly how much funding this 
council will get for next year, 
we have to identify as many 
savings options as possible 
just now so we can deliver a 
balanced budget in February.

‘We recently secured a 
rural growth deal of £50 
million for Argyll and Bute. 
While this is great news, this 
one-o�  funding cannot be 
used to bridge gaps in our 
budget. It must be used to 
deliver speci� c economic 
development objectives 
to be agreed with the UK 

Hundreds of pupils at Oban High walked out earlier this year to protest against cuts.

and Scottish governments.’
� e proposals will go to a 
full council meeting which is 
scheduled to take place today 
(� ursday October 17) and, 
if they are agreed, the council 
will run a consultation ask-
ing local residents for their 
views on service priorities.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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A pensioner has been 
remanded in custody 
pending sentence a� er he 
was found guilty of the rape 
of a young girl.

Retired chef Malcolm 
Browning preyed on the 
child at a house in Ayrshire.

� e 73-year-old, who now 
lives at Port Appin, was 
convicted following a trial at 
the High Court in Glasgow.

He was also convicted 
of lewd and libidinous 
behaviour against the same 
girl and a young boy. � e 
o� ences took place between 
1979 and 1984.

Prosecutors said the girl 
was as young as nine, with 
the boy aged seven when 
the crimes were said to have 
begun. Browning had denied 
the charges.

Lord Mulholland told him: 
‘� is was over a signi� cant 
period of time. You corrupt-
ed both individuals with 
great e� ect in their lives.’

Browning’s lawyer had 
asked for bail to be continued 
but the judge remanded 
him in custody until he is 
sentenced next month.

Pensioner 
guilty of child 
sex o� ences

Christmas tree lovers are 
again being asked to get 
their designer hats on in 
anticipation of St Conan’s 
Christmas Tree Festival 
2019.

� is year’s event 
takes place from Friday 
November 29 to Sunday 
December 1.

Last year the event had 
1,600 visitors going to 
see all the amazingly 
decorated trees. 

Organisers said it was a 
great community success 
and they are now looking 
for people to take part in 
this year’s festival.

Individuals, families, 
organisations, business 
and local groups are being 
encouraged to take part. 
Guidelines for creating 
and decorating a tree are 
as follows:

Trees should be at least 
4�  (1.2m)  (taller is good);

Traditional (real or 
arti� cial) or made of any 
material in a tree (any 
type) shape;

Decorated to represent 
a group or business, an 
interest, or any theme;

Lit with battery lights 
(not to be � ashing).

� e trees should be 
brought to the kirk and 
set up preferably on 
� ursday November 28 or 
on the morning of Friday 
November 29.

� ere is no fee to take 
part. 

Visitor entry is by 
donation towards the 
kirk’s restoration.

Anyone who would 
like to enter a tree for the 
festival, should message 
Liz by emailing: emmack-
ay@btinternet.com.

Get into 
the festive 
spirit ...

Queen will shed 
light on festival
� e countdown has begun to 
this year’s eagerly-anticipated 
Oban Winter Festival, which 
runs from Friday to Sunday, 
November 15 to 24, with 
events also taking place on 
St Andrew’s Day, Saturday 
November 30.

Now in its ninth year, Oban 
Winter Festival has grown to 
accommodate an extensive 
programme of events aimed 
at people of all ages and to 
suit all tastes.

� e events centre around a 
10-day celebration of Oban’s 
unique culture and com-
munity with street parades, 
international and local 
performance acts, � re artists, 
cra� s, pipers, parades and 
family fun.

Everyone is invited to fol-

low the journey of the Winter 
Queen on Friday November 
15, 5-6.20pm, as she travels 
through the town performing  

her magic and casting spells, 
making her way to the fair-
ground at the Corran Halls 
on her unicorn to o�  cially 
open the festival.

Royal attendants will be 
issuing all children with light 
sticks, while organisers are 
asking everyone to dress up 
brightly and ‘be seen’.

‘� e winter festival has 
grown year on year and we 
are growing with it,’ said a 
spokesperson for the festival 
committee.

‘We have changed things 
around a little this year and 
added new events to make it 
even more magical for those 
in attendance.

‘We hope everyone enjoys 
the extensive and varied pro-
gramme of events which has 
something to suit all tastes.’

Ballet West will be show-
casing its full company, from 

beginners to advanced level, 
in the Corran Halls on the 
same evening when it per-
forms Winter Wonderland. 
‘It’s an annual delight,’ added 
the spokesperson.

Once again the Winter 
Woods is expected to be 
a popular attraction, with 
glistening lights adding to the 
enchanted walled garden and 
grounds of Glencruitten. � is 
event runs for three nights 
and features a walking event 
for all ages, stories, perfor-
mances, challenges, lights 
show and wonders. Witness 
characters in action and see 
nature like never before.

All children attending 
must be accompanied by an 
adult and entry is strictly by 
minibus shuttle from Shore 
Street. Outdoor footwear and 
clothing are recommended.

� is is a ticketed event and  
onsite facilities and refresh-
ments will be available.

Look out for the Festival 
Windows around the town, 
as each night a new window 
will appear, one for each day 
of the festival.

Santa’s post box for that 
important letter to Father 
Christmas will be sited at the 
Rock� eld Centre over the 10 
days of the festival.

For those seeking more 
re� ned entertainment, there 
are various literary, language, 
cinema, music and theatrical 
events throughout the festi-
val, o� ering a chance to learn, 
participate and celebrate the 
area’s culture.

More details on www.oban-
winterfestival.com

Glencruitten woods were magical with thousands of 
coloured lights last year.

Date set for bon� re 
and � reworks night
Dunbeg’s community 
bon� re and � reworks 
night will return this year, 
organisers have con� rmed.

The event takes place on 
Saturday November 2 at 
Lochnell Road car park, and 
the � re will be lit at 7pm.

Proceeds from the popular 
night will go towards Oban 
High School Pipe Band.

There will be a ra�  e, 
burger and bottle stalls, the 
Oban FM roadshow, and 
Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
and Peppa Pig will be there.

Last year, it raised £3,550 
for Harris McGougan, who 
was diagnosed with acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia.

Shannon MacDonald and her son Harris McGougan 
with Marshall and Chase from Paw Patrol last year. 
17_T45_DunbegBon� re01

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Cairngorm will be
with you from conception,
through construction, to completion
of your home improvement project.

 It is the best investment we have
ever made, we are absolutely

delighted with the end product and
can’t fault Cairngorm at all!   

Mr & Mrs Jones, Latheron
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Embezzler must 
pay back £6,000
An Oban man has been or-
dered to pay back the £6,000 he 
embezzled from a shinty club 
he set up.

David Martin, 49, of 30 Nant 
Drive, Soroba, has also been 
told to carry out 200 hours of 
unpaid community work a�er 
appearing at the town’s sheri� 
court for sentencing last week.

Martin was treasurer of Oban 
Lorn Shinty Club in September 
2016 when he stole the money, 
buying items from Amazon, 
Wish and Net�ix, takeaways 
and groceries. Questionable 
transactions were noticed in 
April this year.

�e court heard it had 
been ‘a gross breach of trust’ 
on Martin’s part, involving 
friends and people who relied 
on him, and it had brought him 
‘shame and disgrace’.

He had started the club as a 
positive community endeav-
our but he accepted now his 
good reputation had gone, the 
court was told.

�ere were a number of 
contributing factors, including 
Martin, who pleaded guilty 
to spending the cash, having 
a heart attack and grieving a 

close friend who had cancer, 
the court was told. He also had 
mental health di�culties and 
had trouble keeping some of 
his small businesses a�oat.

‘He always had the notion the 
situation would be recti�ed, 
that his businesses would 
properly function and the sum 
he took from the club would 
be repaid. Of course that did 
not happen and the situation 
spiralled,’ said his defence.

Martin had o�ered to pay the 
money back to the club earlier 
but police bail conditions were 
that he should not interfere 
with witnesses.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes said: 
‘Social and sports clubs like 
this are part of the fabric of 
local community life, helping 
make it a better place. It’s vital 
people have mutual trust and 
that includes in �nancial mat-
ters. Your own action violated 
that trust.’

As well as paying the money 
back to Oban Lorn Shinty 
Club, Martin will be super-
vised by social workers for six 
months, carry out his unpaid 
work within 12 months, and 
have a review in three months.

z Oban Distillery welcomed two new Game of Thrones-
inspired Scotch whiskies last week. The new spirits were 
inspired by two of the most powerful houses in the Seven 
Kingdoms. From House Stark comes A Song of Ice and 
from House Targaryen, A Song of Fire. All week Game of 
Thrones fans in Oban had the opportunity to pay homage 
to the show. Oban Distillery o�ered whisky tastings of 
the new blends and two new A Song of Fire and A Song of 
Ice-inspired cocktails. Deirdre Henderson, Oban Distillery 
manager, said: ‘Johnnie Walker White Walker was a 
massive success at our brand home and our customers are 
eagerly anticipating the launch of the two new collectors’ 
bottles. The two new variants allow fans to revisit their 
favourite show and celebrate the amazing new liquids as 
the Seven Kingdoms take over our distillery for the week.’

Shine a light on Oban 
project set for switch on
�e Black Lynn will be awash 
with light and colour next 
Tuesday, October 22, when the 
switch-on of the new illumina-
tions takes place at 7.30pm.

Funded by Oban Common 
Good Fund (OCGF) and 
Oban Business Improvement 
District (BID4Oban), this is a 
signi�cant investment in this 
area of the town.

�e new lights are eco-friend-
ly low energy and will be 
illuminated between dusk and 
11.30pm each night.

Shine a light on Oban is a 
series of projects funded by 
BID4Oban to illuminate vari-
ous locations in the town with 
state-of-the-art lighting to 
enhance the visitor experience, 
improve ambience of the town 

centre and create a town that is 
vibrant and inviting through-
out the year.

�e Black Lynn project will 
illuminate the water and foli-
age from Combie Street bridge 
to the Dove Centre. It will be 
lit from either side and will 
signi�cantly improve the am-
bience of the area. Included in 
this project is the illumination 
of the six trees either side of the 
Black Lynn on Stevenson Street 
and Airds Crescent.

On Tuesday evening Oban 
FM will be on Stevenson Street 
with a trailer and PA equip-
ment. �e Dove Centre will 
have a charity stall providing 
hot soup, pies and sausage 
rolls supplied by Ian Darling 
Butcher and �e Lorne pub.

Oban Sea Cadets is holding 
an open night on �ursday 
October 24 at the Corran 
Halls. �e free event from 
7-9pm is open to everyone.

�e cadets will have stands 
showing the various nautical 
activities they do and the na-
tional quali�cations on o�er 
in rowing, sailing, navigation, 

engineering and seamanship, 
as well as some of the other 
events and activities they do.

�e main theme will be a 
team of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) ambassadors from 
Faslane Royal Navy Base, 
bringing along fascinating in-
teractive technology displays.

Oban Sea Cadets hold open night

Before 31 October, your business will need to: 

• get a UK EORI number 

• find out what certificates your products need 

• be aware of new food labelling requirements

• get new paperwork for your drivers 

• plan to transport your goods via the correct  
 EU Border Inspection Posts 

• be aware of changes to tariffs

Find out how to meet new requirements  
at gov.uk/brexit-export-fish

Get ready for Brexit

Meet new 
regulatory 
requirements to 
keep trading fish 
with the EU

FISH & SEAFOOD 
BUSINESSES



� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 October 20196 NEWS

OT

Project will illuminate autumn

� e nights and mornings 
are de� nitely getting darker 
and colder just now but the 
colours that autumn brings 
make it all worth it.

And there is still so much 
to look forward to in the 
nine weeks leading up to...
Christmas...there, I’ve said 
it, the ‘C’ word.

I’ve been scowling at the 
Christmas stu�  in Tesco 
since August but now that 
it’s October I’m happy to 
start getting excited and 
looking forward to it.

Before that, though, there 
are lots of events happening 
which will light up the town 
beginning next Tuesday, 
October 22, with the Shine 
a Light project at the Black 
Lynn and the tree outside 
� e Rock� eld Centre.

I’ve been looking forward 
to this for ages, watching 
the work taking place and 
getting a brief glimpse of 
what it’s going to be like.

� e o�  cial switch-on will 
be like a wee alfresco party 

in Stevenson Street with 
Councillor Elaine Robertson 
switching on the lights.

Oban FM will be in attend-
ance and soup, sausage rolls 
and pies will be available, 
thanks to Iain Darling and 
� e Lorne pub. What more 
could a body ask for on an 
autumn evening?

� e lights will create a 
lovely feature of the burn 
and the trees creating an 
area that everyone can enjoy 

as it brightens up the dark 
evenings and mornings.

I think it will complement 
the lovely lights round the 
bay and McCaig’s tower 
and hopefully as the project 
progresses other areas of the 
town can bene� t from the 
Shine a Light project and be 
illuminated and beauti� ed.

� e photo last week was 
chimneys on Argyll Man-
sions. � is week is another 
roo� op.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Argyll residents warned of 
telephone pensions scam
Argyll and Bute Citizens 
Advice Bureau is warning 
that scammers are actively 
targeting people with pension 
savings across Scotland.

Most commonly ‘cold-call-
ing’ potential victims, the 
scammers o� er free pension 
reviews, promises of better 
returns and early cash release 
from their pension as a 
hook. � eir objective is to per-
suade savers to transfer their 
pension funds into unregulat-
ed investment schemes.

Victims can expect to pay 
very high, unsolicited fees and 
tax penalties or simply see 
their savings disappear with 
little or no chance of redress.

Claudia Albrecht, Pension 
Wise guidance specialist at 
Argyll and Bute Citizens 
Advice Bureau, said: ‘We 
are aware of a number of 
instances of these scams being 
reported by individuals across 
the region, so it’s important to 
make people aware of the risk.

‘Scammers are very per-
suasive, suggesting they are 
experts doing you a good 
turn. Typically, they o� er free 

reviews and early access to 
your pension cash.

‘In fact, many of these peo-
ple are not registered with the 
Financial Conduct Authority 
and are promoting very high-
risk, unregulated schemes, of-
ten with overseas investments 
unsuitable for most savers.

‘Stay safe. � e best thing 
is to put the phone down. 
Remember, since the law 
changed in January this year, 
no legitimate � rm can cold 
call you about your pension. 
So if this happens to you, 
whoever is calling you is 
acting illegally and is in all 
likelihood a scammer.

‘If you believe that you are a 
victim of a scam you should 
contact your pensions provid-
er immediately and report it 
to Action Fraud on 0300 123 

2040. If you wish to report 
a concern about a potential 
scam, contact the Pensions 
Advisory Service on 0800 011 
3797. It’s important to report 
these calls when they happen 
because the authorities may be 
able to prevent them potential-
ly conning someone else.

‘If you want to review your 
retirement plans or access 
your savings, why would you 
do it through someone you 
don’t know who has randomly 
called you? You can get expert 
and impartial guidance 
through Pension Wise at your 
local Citizens Advice Bureau.

‘Like all citizens advice 
services, our pension guid-
ance is free, con� dential and 
independent. Face-to-face ap-
pointments are available now.’

Anyone aged 50 or over 
with a de� ned contribution 
pension scheme is eligible for 
a Pension Wise appointment. 
Call Pension Wise on 0800 
138 3944 or go online at www.
pensionwise.gov.uk to book an 
appointment. Contact Argyll 
and Bute Citizens Advice 
Bureau to � nd out more.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Boasting � sherman in 
court over sex video
A Tiree � sherman who put 
a sex video of himself and a 
woman on a Facebook group 
chat was motivated by ‘imma-
turity and thoughtlessness’, a 
court has heard.

Oban Sheri�  Court heard it 
was the complainant who took 
the intimate video and sent it 
to Bernard Smith but he ‘rather 
foolishly’ passed it on to what 
he thought was a close circle.

It went beyond that and way 
out of control, further than he 
had anticipated or intended, 
the court was told last week 
a� er it was then shared even 
more widely.

Smith, 22, of West Hynish, 
pleaded guilty to posting the 
video in May this year and 
showing it to people. He had 
been boasting about what was 
on it and what he had taken 
part in.

Smith also admitted an earli-
er o� ence of touching another 
woman’s buttocks over her 
clothing at an Oban pub on 
December 16, 2017, but the 
court heard the pair had been 
‘sexting’ each other and the 
woman had sent some explicit 
images that ‘le�  nothing to 

the imagination’ before the 
incident happened.

‘� is has been a salutary 
lesson for him. He realises in 
the cold light of day his actions 
were stupid and crass in the 
extreme,’ said his solicitor, who 
added his client was ‘not seen 
as a danger’.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
told Smith: ‘You can’t treat 
women in this way. It’s wholly 
unacceptable.’

He said showing the intimate 
video was ‘reprehensible’ and a 
most serious charge.

‘It has caused great embar-
rassment and pain to the com-
plainant, accentuated by the 
close-knit community we live 
in. I accept it was not malicious 
but was motivated by immatu-
rity and thoughtlessness,’ the 
sheri�  added.

Smith was ordered to 
pay £3,000 compensation 
within six months, be under 
social work supervision for 12 
months and was put on the 
sex o� enders’ register for 12 
months. His progress will be 
monitored in four months as 
the orders were an alternative 
to custody.

Anger over beach 
hazards and fence
Jagged metal, broken glass, 
sharp nails and broken 
beams are among hazards 
posing a danger along a 
stretch of Benderloch beach, 
according to residents.

And people living near 
Ardmucknish Bay have now 
raised serious concerns with 
council o�  cials.

� ese and other safety con-
cerns were also raised at the 
last Ardchattan Community 
Council meeting.

One man, who asked not to 
be named, warned that a der-
elict boathouse on the beach, 
just o�  the new Sustrans 
cycle path, by North Ledaig 
Caravan Site towards the 
hub of the village viewpoint, 
is just one of the dangers that 
needs to be made safe before 
an accident happens.

� e man said: ‘It’s in such 
a state it could collapse at 

anytime. � e structure is 
a hazard, it’s an accident 
waiting to happen.’

A� er � e Oban Times put 
residents’ concerns to Argyl 
and Bute Council, an o�  cial 
visited the boathouse on 
Tuesday and subsequently 
served a dangerous building 
notice on it, which means its 
owner will have to demolish 
it.

Further down the beach, 
a pipe leading under the 
sand from Ledaig Burn has 
spouted upwards ‘like a big 
banana’, breaking through a 
concrete slab on top of it that 
had been guarding it.

‘Sometimes it’s like a 
whirlpool. I’m not sure what 
state the water is that comes 
from it but the pipe has 
bent up like a banana. It’s a 
danger,’ added the man, who 
has lived in the area for a 
number of decades.

And a solid wooden fence 
along a 50m length of the 
cycle path is currently under 
ongoing investigation by 
the council for a possible 
planning breach.

� e two-metre high fence 
lines the cycle path at the 
back of the boathouse, 
allegedly blocking a historic 
right of way to the beach. 
Residents say the fence was 
not included in cycle path 
plans.

Although another access 
point has been opened onto 
the beach, community coun-
cillors heard worries that 
unsuspecting cyclists could 
hurtle into the fence, which 
suddenly looms on the path, 
and injure  themselves.

A Sustrans Scotland 
spokesperson said: ‘� e 
fence is on private land and 
its construction was raised 
as part of the negotiations 
for agreeing the alignment 
of National Cycle Network 
Route 78 through North 
Ledaig Caravan Park, which 
is owned by Peter Weir.’

Mr Weir was contacted by 
� e Oban Times but had not 
responded by the time the 
newspaper went to print.

Oban North and Lorn 
Councillor Julie McKenzie 
has taken up the matter with 
planners on behalf of resi-
dents, concerned there seems 
to have been no consultation 
before it was put up.

The fence is allegedly 
blocking a historic right 
of way.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Young drivers urged to join new campaign
Oban’s police and � re ser-
vices are joining forces this 
weekend in a campaign to 
reduce the number of young 
drivers involved in accidents.

Drivers aged between 17 
and 24 are more likely to 
be involved in crashes as 
they represent 10 per cent 
of licence holders, but are 
involved in 20 per cent of 
incidents.

� at is why o�  cers from 
Oban are calling on new 
drivers and those recently 
quali� ed to join the New 
Driver Scheme, run in part-
nership with the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service.

A police spokesperson 

said: ‘It’s not just a lecture on 
speed, it’s a presentation on 
the consequences of inexpe-
rienced, careless and danger-
ous driving. It is supported 
by real dashcam footage 
from a road tra�  c collision 
in Ayrshire. It is hard-hitting 
and a reminder to young 
and new drivers of what can 
happen on the roads.’

Sergeant Graeme Greenlaw 
added: ‘We hope to get plenty 
of enthusiastic young drivers 
signed up for this event. We 
prefer to work alongside new 
road users as their driving 
experience develops. Linking 
in with young drivers is the 
most e� ective way of in� u-

encing their behaviour and 
attitude.

‘Being in charge of a car is 
a huge responsibility and we 
want to remind people of 
that. We want to deliver the 
right messages to the right 
audience at the right time.

‘Too many young people are 
involved in serious and fatal 
collisions on our roads and 
we want to change that.’

� e scheme will take place 
at Oban Fire Station, Soroba 
Road, on Saturday October 
19 at 1pm. Places are limited, 
so sign up by attending Oban 
Police Station or email oban-
souththeislescpt@scotland.
pnn.police.uk

Group has a 
vision to help 
sight impaired
Putting on a wash and ensur-
ing the colours do not run is 
a tough task, but doing that 
without being able to see is 
unimaginable for most.

� is is just one of the every-
day challenges Oban man Alan 
MacDonald has to overcome 
since being diagnosed blind 10 
years ago.

Cutting his white clothing 
labels into triangles helps with 
this particular job, but Alan 
says technology and an Oban 
support group have been ‘es-
sential’ in helping him to learn 
and adapt to life without sight.

Blind Vision Oban meets 
on the � rst Wednesday of 
every odd month – January, 
March,  May, July, September, 
November – from 10.30am in 
the Dove Centre in Stevenson 
Street. A visibility peer 
support group also meets 
every Wednesday on the � rst 
even month from 1.30pm at 
Glencruitten Church Centre 
in Oban.

‘I think the group is essential 
for us,’ Alan said. ‘Even for 
people who have been blind 
since birth, there is something 
new to learn.’

Despite being born with nor-
mal vision, Alan was declared 
blind at 30. He now acts as a 
technology co-ordinator for 
the Royal National Institute of 
Blind People and helps people 
get to grips with technology 
that can help, such as screen 

readers.
Alan’s tech-savviness also 

helped him land a weekly slot 
on Oban FM. A� er � guring 
out how to hook his own 
screen-reading so� ware up to 
the studio’s equipment, every 
Tuesday from 1pm until 3pm 
he now hosts ‘Macky at lunch’.

While some blind people opt 
to use guide dogs, Alan says it 
is not an option for him.

Speaking to Steven Jardine 
on BBC Radio Scotland, Alan 
said: ‘You couldn’t make this 
up. As a blind person, I am 
allergic to dogs.’

When asked about issues in 
Oban, he said bins on the street 
can be tricky as well as a lack 
of a spinning cone at the tra�  c 
lights in Combie Street, mak-
ing it impossible for visually 
impaired people to cross the 
road there.

Other issues highlighted in 
his radio interview were get-

ting money out and paying for 
things. Alan has memorised 
the sequence on the bank 
machines he uses in town. For 
example, he is aware the sec-
ond option down is cash only.

And he always makes sure 
to hit ‘other amount’ as the 
layouts on the machines di� er. 
One button for some can be 
£10, while the same option on 
another could be £200.

And while he states sta�  in 
supermarkets are brilliant, 
he added: ‘� e only problem 
is sometimes it is di�  cult to 
� nd the [card] machine and 
someone behind you is getting 
a little bit grumpy.

‘You feel very conscious and 
the one thing that presses my 
buttons is if someone actually 
grabs my wrist and puts my 
hand to the machine – I � nd 
that really, really di�  cult. It is 
always easier if someone says 
le�  a bit, right a bit.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Alan MacDonald presenting his weekly radio show on 
Oban FM. 

ENTRY IS FREE AND REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE

           TS Pharos, Tweedle Street, PA34 5DD

OBAN SEA CADETS  

OPEN NIGHT
WE ARE HOSTING AN EVENING TO EXHIBIT SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

THAT OBAN SEA CADETS GET INVOLVED IN, AS WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION ON WHAT
OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE TO CADETS ON A LOCAL, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO ANYONE INTERESTED IN JOINING US (AS A CADET OR VOLUNTEER),
OR FOR THOSE WHO JUST WANT TO LEARN A BIT MORE ABOUT WHAT WE DO

CORRAN HALLS
THURSDAY 24th OCTOBER - from 7 to 9 PM

PARADE NIGHTS JUNIORS - age 10 to 12 - Tuesdays
 SENIORS - age 12 to 18 - Thursdays 1845 to 2100

We are also delighted to be hosting the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) 
Engagement Team who will be joining us from HMNB Clyde at Faslane in Helensburgh

The team will have a fascinating selection of models and displays for guests to interact with, which include 
remote controlled submarines, robots and other innovative pieces of technology from the field of STEM

This is only scheduled for one night so make sure you get along to take advantage of this incredible opportunity

For further information on the STEM Engagement Team -

Visit from the Royal Navy STEM Engagement Team

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
NOVEMBER 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Sailing to Staffa...
Top 4x4s... Rugby hero Stuart 

Hogg... The elusive ptarmigan... 
Niall Ferguson’s profile... Readers’ 

Whisky Challenge... Moray, 
Speyside and the Cairngorms

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
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Sailing to Staffa...
Top 4x4s... Rugby hero Stuart 

Hogg... The elusive ptarmigan... 
Niall Ferguson’s profile... Readers’ 

Whisky Challenge... Moray, 
Speyside and the Cairngorms
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Chip shop owner � ned 
after parking dispute
An Oban chip shop owner 
who admitted brandishing 
a mini baseball bat during 
a parking dispute has been 
� ned £300.

Renato Di Ciacca, 56, of Flat 
B, 60 George Street, Oban, 
was in court for sentencing 
last week with   ‘glowing’ 
reports.

Sentencing had been 
deferred from last month 
for social work and criminal 
justice reports a� er an   al-
tercation about access to the 
lane behind Nories � sh and 
chip shop. A heated debate 
had ensued.

His solicitor, Eddie 
� ornton, said Di Ciacca’s 
reports were ‘glowing’ but 
his client was still ‘extremely 
embarrassed and distressed’ 
to be in court in relation to 
the matter.

Complainer Neil MacIntyre 
had le�  his vehicle blocking 
the lane on March 18 this year 
when a delivery van arrived. 
Despite Di Ciacca calling 
police and o�  cers asking for 
the car to be moved – it was 
still there an hour later, the 
court had heard.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said 
he was most concerned about 
it being brandished and it 
being in Di Ciacca’s vehicle.

But Mr � ornton explained: 
‘It was a child’s baseball bat, 
not a full-size one. 

‘It was one that belongs to 
one of his three young rela-
tives. � e nephews are in and 
out of his van on a regular 
basis.’

He said it con� rmed how 
frustrated his client had 
been to resort to using it and 
also said if the van had been 
searched at the time, police 
would have seen other things 
belonging to the children.

Mr � ornton also told 
the court:   ‘It has to be said 
the complainant’s conduct 
still continues. He has not 
stopped using that lane and it 
is private property but Mr Di 
Ciacca is aware that he has to 
follow it up in a proper legal 
manner.’

Fining Di Ciacco, Sheri�  
Hughes said: ‘� is was a 
very unfortunate incident. 
I’ve taken into account that 
nothing like this will happen 
again.’

Museum’s collection 
will be kept in Oban
A rare story-telling collection 
spanning centuries is to 
get an improved home at 
Dunollie Museum, Castle 
and Grounds.

Argyll and Bute planners 
have now passed a mul-
ti-phase scheme to help the 
museum expand and in its 
� rst stage see some of the 
popular tourist spot’s stead-
ing buildings turned into 
state-of-the-art storage space.

� e scheme will free more 
exhibition and indoor ac-
tivity room in the museum 
itself and eventually see the 
creation of a new shop, court-
yard café, workshop facility, 
toilets and o�  ces – also in the 
steadings area.

� e new environmental-
ly-controlled storage area, 
currently cottages in a con-
verted barn, will be made up 

of three rooms – one for tex-
tiles, another for archives and 
the last as a general store for 
objects that tell tales of lives 
long ago. Each of the rooms 
will need di� erent humidity 
levels and temperatures, 
depending on its treasures. 

Plans will also include a work 
area for sta� , volunteers and 
researchers.

It is hoped work on the 
storage space will start in the 
spring.

Jane Isaacson, sustainabili-
ty and development manager 

at Dunollie Museum, Castle 
and Grounds, run by the 
MacDougall of Dunollie 
Preservation Trust, said: ‘We 
have a massively important 
collection. It’s rare in that 
it has been collected by one 
family and been present on 
this site for more than 800 
years.

‘New storage is a priority for 
us and will mean our collec-
tion can stay here in Oban. It 
would be a tragedy if it had to 
be stored elsewhere.’

Visitor numbers grew to 
18,000 in 2018, putting pres-
sure on every aspect of the 
Dunollie attraction, planners 
were told. � e new facilities 
were needed to help the site 
live up to its potential, they 
heard. A report of handling 
by a council planning o�  cer 
con� rmed the authority’s 
support for the plans saying 
it was an ‘imaginative and 
contemporary solution’.

The design team at the steadings, from left, James 
Workman from Morham and Brotchie Surveyors; Scott 
Morrison from David Narro Associates; Jane Isaacson; 
Iain Campbell  from CP Architects and Paul Barham from 
Barham Glen Architects. 16_T42-dunollieteam

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Young handlers show they are future of the breed

Champion Heather the 12th from 
Tordarroch UK, led by Sarah Noble.
16_T42_cattle01-sarahnoble

Highlanders descended on 
Oban Livestock Centre this 
weekend with the biggest 
turnout of young handlers 
ever witnessed at the au-
tumn show.

Highland Cattle Society 
show announcer Angus 
Mackay told spectators; 
‘What a wonderful sight, 
it really is. � ese young 
people are the future of the 
breed. We will be seeing 
a lot of them in years to 
come.’

Logan Ross from Stirling 
took the title of champion 
young handler for the 14 
and under age section, 
beating sti�  competition 
from others aged eight 
upwards.

Ethan Braines, eight, from 
County Durham was back 
in the arena again a� er last 
year and he was joined by 
others including Halford 
brothers Jack, eight, and 
Tom, 14, from Kipper Lyn 

in Northumberland. � eir 
younger brother Oliver, 
� ve, will be making his 
debut next year, keeping 
it a family a� air. Young 
handlers need to be at least 
six to show in the ring.

� e champion sash from 
this season’s 122nd annual 
show went to Heather the 
12th from Tordarroch 
UK, led by Sarah Noble. 
Reserve champion was 
Anna of Eilean Mora.

� ere were 104 entries 
registered for the show, 
delighting Highland Cattle 
Society president Gordon 
Mcconachie.

Breeders and buyers from 
all over the country bustled 
around the busy centre, 
drawing a good crowd 
from the public too.

Mr Mcconachie said 
despite the threat of Brexit, 
there was still a good 
presence from the likes 
of Germany, France and 
Denmark in particular.

‘� ere might be some 
uncertainty but as a society 

we’ve been working with 
the government to make 
sure we have everything in 
place for a� er October 31 
as far as we can,’ he said.

Cattle bought at Monday’s 
sale have to spend four 
weeks in quarantine before 
being allowed abroad.

Breeder Andrew McPhee 
from Strathpe� er, who has 
been a regular at the show  
for 15 years, was hoping 
to get a sale a� er winning 
fourth and � � h rosettes for 
his fold.

‘Winning at the show is 
just a bonus, it’s getting 
a sale that’s important. 
Buyers from Europe might 
be feeling a bit nervous 
because of Brexit but time 
will tell,’ he said. Last year 
a bull at the show sold for 
11,000 gns.

Trophies and prizes were 
presented to winners at the 
society’s dinner at Oban’s 
Royal Hotel on the Sunday 
evening.
 More photographs on 
Farming, page 38.

EDINBURGH   GLASGOW   LONDON    www.lyonandturnbull.com

THE MACALLAN 1949 50 YEAR OLD DECANTER
Estimate £15,000 - 25,000 + fees
To be offered 4th December

WHISKY & SPIRITS
AUCTION OPEN FOR ENTRIES

Demand & prices for whisky have never been higher.

Our specialists will be in your area soon, seeking bottles, 

casks & collections for auction in our next sale on the 

4th December. For a complimentary valuation of spirits 

you may be considering selling, contact Olivia Ross: 

0131 557 8844 / olivia.ross@lyonandturnbull.com
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Young handlers show they are future of the breed

Clockwise from top left: rosettes are won 16_T42-cattle08-prizes; spectators pack the ring 16_T42-cattle07-showcrowd; Logan Ross won  
top young handler 14 and under. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn; kisses for reserve champion Anna of Eilean Mora. 16_T42_cattle02-reservechamp

Breeder Andrew McPhee made the journey to the 
Oban show from Strathpe�er.  16_T42-cattle10-Andrewmcphee

Champion Heather the 12th from 
Tordarroch UK, led by Sarah Noble.
16_T42_cattle01-sarahnoble
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

As Mòd Glaschu 2019 gets 
into full swing, it is pertinent 
that it comes at a time when 
Highland music across the 
country, and in Glasgow in 
particular, is seeing a powerful 
renaissance.

Never in my lifetime, or for 
many generations preceding 
it, has the music of the 
Highlands and Islands been 
as strong as it is now and An 
Comunn Gàidhealach can be 
proud to have played a vital 
role in this.

With its unmatched concen-
tration of Gaels and their de-
scendants, Glasgow is known 
as Baile Mòr Nan Gaidheal 
(the City of the Gaels) and it 
is no accident it is there where 
this musical re-awakening is 
most prevalent.

� e Mòd and Glasgow have 
both played important parts 
in my own musical voyage. It 
was at the Govan Town Halls 
in 1990 that, aged 11, I � rst 
competed at a Royal National 
Mòd and I was delighted and 
surprised when I came second 
in the under-18 accordion 
competition.

It was also in Glasgow that I 

studied music at the RSAMD 
and where Skipinnish was 
formed. It was in the Islay Inn, 
the Park Bar, and at the many 
association ceilidhs, concerts 
and dances that we cut our 
teeth and learned our trade.

� e management and sta�  
of these two Glasgow pubs 
and the committee members 
of the island associations take  
much credit for any success 
that has come our way since 
and we are very grateful to 
them for the support they 
gave and still give us. � ese 
Highland watering holes 
and many members of these 
committees will be playing a 
big part in Mòd Glaschu 2019.

Looking back on the time-
line of Mòds and to my own 
musical beginnings, I � nd 
it hard to comprehend the 
scale of change. I could never 
have envisioned that, in 2019, 
Skipinnish would play to full 
houses at both the Glasgow 
Royal Concert Hall and the 
Barrowland Ballroom within 
seven weeks. Similarly, I 
would never have foreseen 
that a venue the size of the 
Barrowland Ballroom would 

be the venue for the � nal 
Mòd concert, as it will be this 
Friday when Skerryvore and 
Trail West take that famous 
stage.

As I have written about in 
other articles, there is a long 
way to go for our culture, 
and most importantly it is 
essential the language of the 
Gael follows the music in its 
resurrection. Highland music 
without the language from 
which it is derived is a ghost 
and will not endure.

However, despite the long, 
hard and yet exciting road 
ahead, Gaels should rejoice for 
what has been achieved to date 
and An Comunn Gàidhealach 
should take a bow for its vital 
part in how far our music has 
come since a time when it was 
on the brink of oblivion.

At the Barrowland Ballroom 
tomorrow, when 2,000 people 
are dancing to Skerryvore 
playing Nighean na cailliche 
crotaiche crùbaich, and join-
ing with Trail West singing A’ 
Pheigi a’ Ghraidh, there will 
be a powerful sense of hope 
for the future of the Mòd and 
the future of the Gael.

Drunk woman 
in charge of 
camper fi ned
A woman found in pyjamas 
drunk in charge of a camper-
van in a remote spot on Mull 
told police she had to get away 
from her husband.

Kirsty Jane McGeehan, 47, 
of 12a Cotton Street, Balfron, 
Stirlingshire, was just under 
four times the drink-drive 
limit when police were tipped 
o�  about the parked van by a 
passing motorist who spotted 
it in the early hours of May 26 
this year.

� e concertina-style roof 
was up on the van when 
police arrived at the location 
along the Glengorm road, 
near Tobermory, and saw 
McGeehan sitting in her 
pyjamas in the driving seat 
with the keys in the ignition.

Police could smell alcohol 

and took the keys out, Oban 
Sheri�  Court heard last week.

McGeehan was � ned £450 
and her driving licence was 
endorsed with 10 penalty 
points a� er she pleading 
guilty to an amended o� ence 
of being in charge of a vehicle 
over the prescribed alcohol 
limit.

A� er McGeehan failed the 
roadside breath test, she had 
been arrested and taken to 
the police station. She had 86 
micrograms of alcohol in 100 
millilitres of breath, when the 
limit is 22 micrograms.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty told the court at � rst 
McGeehan told police she 
was trying to get away from 
her husband but later would 
not provide any further 

information. A� er being in 
custody, she was taken back 
to the campervan but police 
kept the keys before return-
ing to check on her later.

� e court heard there had 
been a disagreement between 
McGeehan and her husband. 
She had deemed it was critical 
for her to remove herself, tak-
ing their three dogs with her.

She had drunk the alcohol 
once parked up. 

Her husband had been le�  
to check into a hotel and 
did not know where she had 
gone. He did call police the 
next morning to express his 
concern.

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes was 
told that McGeehan regretted 
the situation and the camper-
van has not been used since.

FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS PLEASE VISIT: WWW.BLACKSHEEPHOTELS.COM OR EMAIL US ON RESERVATIONS@BLACKSHEEPHOTELS.COM | OR CONTACT CENTRAL RESERVATION: +44 1809 335021 (MONDAY TO SATURDAY – 9AM TO 6PM) | SPEAN BRIDGE, PH34 4DZ, SCOTLAND, UNITED KINGDOM, TEL: +44 1397 713966

We’re now open!

The Whispering Pine Lodge is a tranquil Highland retreat set against a backdrop of steep forested 
mountains on the banks of Loch Lochy. Enjoy the surrounding beauty as you stroll down the garden 
pathways to our own private pebbled beach. With an enviable location, just a short drive away from 
the town of Fort William, the Lodge is a perfect point for touring the Highlands.

The Lochside Brasserie serves local fresh 
fish, seafood and classic regional cuisines 
that are prepared with an innovative twist.

The Burns Bar, homage to Scotland’s 
national poet Robert Burns, is a great spot 
to enjoy a drink by the crackling fire in an 
old world setting.

Sleeping Beauty Salon is a small chain of 
salons across Scotland founded in 1999. From 
our handmade Aromatherapy Candles to our 
signature range of treatments, we provide an 
experience that is just a little bit different.

250mm  X  160mm



To continue selling goods to the EU, there are 
steps you need to take now to make sure your 
business meets new customs requirements. 
These include getting a UK EORI number, 
making customs declarations and additional 
paperwork for the drivers moving your goods.

Keep your 
goods moving 
to the EU by 
meeting new 
regulations

BUSINESSES THAT 
EXPORT GOODS

Follow the step-by-step guide  
at gov.uk/brexit

Get ready for Brexit
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VisitScotland 
has named 
Drax’s Hollow 
Mountain 
visitor centre at 
the Cruachan 
pumped 
storage hydro 
power station one 
of its top 
visitor attractions, citing the outstand-
ing experience and customer service.

VisitScotland gave the centre, which 
is located at the power station on the 
banks of Loch Awe, the highest scores 
for hospitality and friendliness – elevat-
ing the centre to the top two per cent 
of its quality assurance scheme for the 
� rst time.

Sarah Cameron, Cruachan Visitor 
Centre manager, pictured, said: ‘We’re 
thrilled to be recognised among 
the best of the best in Scotland. Our 
dedicated team always go the extra 
mile to make sure the experience 
people have here is as engaging and 
educational as possible.

‘We have around 50,000 visitors a year 
and they’re often awestruck by how 
this power station has been built inside 
a mountain. The stunning scenery and 
wildlife – including the pine martens, 
which people love to watch – makes it a 
very special place to visit.’

Cruachan power station was built in 
the 1960s deep inside the hollowed-out 
Ben Cruachan mountain. More than 
1,000 workers, known as the Tunnel 
Tigers, drilled and blasted through the 
rock to create the cavernous power 
station. Visitors can take guided tours 
inside the subterranean world where 
they can see the machine hall and 
learn about its history and the feat of 
engineering required to build it. 

Drax organises free guided tours at 
the Hollow Mountain for schools and 
higher education institutions during 
term time as part of its commitment 
to promote science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) subjects 
and careers.

Hollow Mountain 
wins � ve-star rating

� e Scottish Rural Awards 2020 awards 
ceremony will take place in Glasgow for the 
� rst time on April 2, 2020 at the glamorous 
Glasgow Hilton.

For the previous six years, the awards have 
taken place in Edinburgh. � e awards are 
organised by Scottish Field magazine and run 
in association with the Scottish Countryside 
Alliance. RHASS are the headline sponsors 
and the charity partner for 2020 is the 
National Rural Mental Health Forum.

Brian Cameron, commercial director of 
Scottish Field, said: ‘We’re thrilled to be bring-
ing the Scottish Rural Awards to Glasgow for 
the � rst time.

‘Nominations close on November 4 so 
businesses will have to get their nominations 
in fast if they want to be in with a chance of 
being shortlisted.’

� e all-new award titles for the 2020 Scottish 
Rural Awards, which were announced this 
summer, are:

 Best Scottish Artisan Food Award
 Best Scottish Artisan Drink Award
 Rural Business Diversi� cation Award
 Best Rural Business Start-Up Award
 Best Farming Business Award
 Best Rural Employer Award
 Rural Hospitality Award
 Best Rural Innovation Award
 Best Rural Skills Educator Award
 Most Sustainable Rural Business Award
 Best Rural Tourism Initiative Award
 Rural Hero Award
 Lifetime Achievement Award
 New for 2020: Best Countryside Digital 

Innovator Award.
� e awards mark the culmination of � ve 

extremely successful years of rewarding local 
heroes, innovative businesses and enterpris-
ing community projects which make the 
Scottish Rural Awards the most sought-a� er 
rural awards in Scotland.

Finalists will be invited to attend a black-
tie, three-course dinner held at the Hilton 
Glasgow on April 2.

Richard Bath, editor of Scottish Field, 

said:  ‘� e Scottish Rural Awards go to the 
heart of Scottish Field’s commitment to show-
case the best that Scotland’s countryside has 
to o� er. � at is why it has been an enormous 
pleasure to be a part of an awards that has 
grown in stature with every passing year.

‘Our involvement with the SRA has also 
been an educational process: judging the 
awards each year has revealed the extraordi-
nary levels of innovation and energy of the 
people who live in rural Scotland. In turn, the 
awards have given those dynamic custodians 
of Scotland’s rural economy the public recog-
nition which they so richly deserve.’

Jamie Stewart of the Scottish Countryside 
Alliance said:  ‘Land-based businesses con-
tribute more £2 billion to the Scottish econo-
my. Despite the multiple challenges they face, 
they are hugely valuable brand ambassadors 
for Scotland, and many provide vital support 
to their local communities. � ese awards 
give Scotland a chance to recognise the 
resilience, innovation and contribution that 
rurally-based people and businesses make to 
its success.’

� ere are only a few weeks le�  to enter 
the awards. Businesses and individuals can 
nominate themselves or a friend on a website. 
It only takes � ve minutes to � ll in the online 
form to register your nomination. Enter at 
www.scottishruralawards.org.

Businesses have until Monday November 4 
to put forward their nomination. Businesses 
can either self-nominate or be nominated by a 
friend, family member, customer or member 
of the public.

� e full criteria for each award, along with 
nomination forms, are available at www.
scottishruralwards.org.

As an added bonus, every nominee will 
receive a free copy of Scottish Field magazine 
and will enter a prize draw to win one of � ve 
bottles of Arran 10 Year Old whisky.

Finalists will be announced at the beginning 
of December 2019, with winners revealed at 
the Scottish Rural Awards ceremony and gala 
dinner in April.

Watch our video from this year’s Scottish 
Rural Awards on our website at www.oban-
times.co.uk.

Scottish Rural Awards 
move to Glasgow

Xanthella Ltd, which is based at the European Marine Science Park at Dunsta� nage, won 
the Rural Enterprise and Innovation Award at this year’s event.

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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Businesses urged to help tackle climate emergency
Lochaber entrepre-
neurs Christopher 
Snelgrove and 
Laura Saunders 
were celebrating 
this week a� er 
being shortlisted 
in the National 
Online Recruitment 
Awards (the NORAs).

� eir technology business HIJOBS has 
been nominated for the best regional job 
board – not bad for a company which was 
formed less than � ve years ago.

Laura said: ‘� is nomination is a real 
boost for us and con� rms our belief that  
concentrating on providing recruitment 
solutions away from the central belt of 
Scotland has paid dividends.’ 

Christopher added: ‘For a small compa-
ny like ours, less than � ve years old, to be 
up against some of the biggest players in 
the market is some achievement. 

‘HIJOBS has grown rapidly and is now 
the go-to place to � nd a job for hundreds 
of thousands of candidates and thousands 
of businesses operating in the more north-
ern parts of Scotland.’

� e awards take place in London on 
November 13.

Lochaber � rm joins ‘big 
boys’ on NORA shortlist

� e global climate emergency is 
real and needs urgent attention.

� at was the message to 
businesses and organisations 
in Argyll and Bute last week as 
part of Climate Week, with the 
Scottish Government urging 
collective action to help end 
Scotland’s contribution to cli-
mate change.

And to highlight and celebrate 
the steps businesses are taking, 
the Scottish Government has 
launched the Climate Week 
Awards, which will recognise 
and reward businesses and 
organisations taking positive 
action to tackle the climate 
emergency in the workplace.

According to the Scottish 
Household Survey 2018, two 
thirds of adults in Scotland 
believe climate change is an 
immediate and urgent problem – 
which is a 20 per cent increase in 
the past four years.

Now in its fourth year, 
Scotland’s Climate Week, which 
ran from Monday October 7-13, 

o� ered organisations the perfect 
opportunity to celebrate the 
positive action they are taking to 
tackle climate change and to do 
more to help save the planet.

Jamie Hepburn, Minister for 
Business, said: ‘Climate change 
is the single greatest challenge 
facing the world today, and it’s 
a challenge that everyone must 
face together. 

‘� at applies to businesses as 
well as individuals, which is why 
we’re asking organisations to 
support their employees to ena-
ble change within the workplace.

‘Many businesses across 
Scotland are already taking 
signi� cant steps to tackle the 
climate emergency, but we know 
that more change is required – 
and urgently. 

‘We want businesses to ask how 
they can create the conditions 
for lasting behaviour change, 
perhaps by encouraging more 
employees to use public trans-
port, reducing single-use plas-
tics, or by sourcing food locally.’

Businesses in Argyll and Bute 
are being encouraged to enter the 
awards to highlight the positive 
action they are taking, with the 
last date for entries being Friday 
November 1.

� e awards will be given to the 
businesses or organisations who 
have best demonstrated the great 
work that they are doing to help 
make a di� erence in the � ght 
against climate change.

To enter the awards, businesses 
must be registered and based in 
Scotland and be able to show 
action as shared in the awards 
criteria and application form 
which can be found at www.
greenerscotland.org.

Completed entries should 
be emailed to climateweek@
stripecommuinications.com.

Edinburgh Castle was lit green for Climate Week.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood 
which can receive goods

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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Gaelic – the language of Eden
Gaelic has o� en been described as the language 
of the Garden of Eden because the people who 
use it are friendly, the landscape beautiful and 
the weather always lovely!

Wherever it had its roots, it was the native 
tongue of the Scotti, or Gaels, who settled in 
Dalriada (present-day Argyll) in the 4th and 
5th centuries AD. By the 11th century, it had 
become the language of the Scottish crown 
and government and the population as a 
whole – at least those living north and west of 
the Clyde.

Gaelic has a rich oral and written tradition 
and was used by the bards of the Highland 
clans for several hundred years. Its decline 
probably began in 1609 when Highland chiefs 
were forced by the Scottish government to send 
their heirs to Lowland Scotland to be educated 
in English-speaking Protestant schools. � is 
was meant to ensure the next generation 
of local leaders were English speaking and 
Protestants.

Bards, who were the bearers of tradition, 
were outlawed, undermining the con� dence 
of Highlanders. People would increasingly 
look to the new English speakers. Knowledge 
of the English language was soon regarded as 
a tool which would allow anyone to get a better 
job and be part of the new society.

Another blow came in 1746 a� er the battle of 
Culloden when the Gaelic language, wearing 
of Highland dress and playing of bagpipes 
were outlawed. But it is probably true to say it 
wasn’t until the arrival of television in the mid 
20th century that the decline accelerated.

Today, despite the Scottish government’s 
bold 2016-2021 Gaelic Language Plan and 
its hard-working Bord na Gaidhlig, it is still 
not the natural language of the playground, 
Twitter or Facebook.

If there was anywhere in Scotland where 
Gaelic � ourished, it was in parts of the 
Highlands and Islands where the Reformation 
never reached. Some clans, the MacDonalds of 
Sleat and the MacDonalds of Harris, adopted 
Protestantism, while the Macleans of Mull 
and Morvern, the MacDonalds of Clanranald, 
Keppoch, Glengarry and Glencoe remained 
staunchly Roman Catholic.

� ere are places on the mainland which have 

remained predominantly Catholic to this day, 
including Moidart, Arisaig and Morar in the 
Rough Bounds, west of Fort William. In South 
Uist and Barra, where shrines of the Virgin 
Mary can be found by the road and standing 
on hillsides, it certainly doesn’t feel as though 
there is a divide between the Catholic faith 
and Scottish culture.  Every year the parish 
priest blesses the � shing boats and faith is still 
a part of everyday life there.

� e 2011 National Census shows almost 
58,000 people in Scotland are Gaelic speakers 
and a further 30,000 have some Gaelic lan-
guage skills - in total around 1.7 per cent of 
the population. Not a large number, but for 
the � rst time in modern history there was an 
increase in the number of speakers aged under 
25, even though the overall � gure decreased 

slightly. Andreas Wol� , the German-born 
BBC correspondent, multi-linguist and 
regular contributor to the Scottish Catholic 
Observer newspaper, suggests that � gure is set 
to rise. A� er a special Gaelic Mass celebrated 
by Canon William Fraser in St Columba’s 
Cathedral, Oban, on September 7, attended by 
about 40 laity from across Argyll, Andreas held 
a meeting of Comann Gàidhlig Caitligeach – 
the Catholic Gaelic Society (CGS) – which he 
founded in Uddingston on July 13 this year. 
‘� e main aim of the CGS,’ he said, ‘is to 
promote the use of Gaelic in the church. First 
and foremost, we want to work with priests to 
increase their knowledge of the language and 
give them con� dence to use it. Eventually we 
hope to employ a Gaelic development o�  cer as 
the Church of Scotland has just done. We have 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines
The Kessock Bridge near Inverness has 
been awarded Category B status by 
Historic Environment Scotland (HES) 
after it was recognised as being of 
special architectural interest.

A major piece of 20th-century 
engineering, it was the � rst multi-ca-
ble-stayed bridge to be built in the 
United Kingdom and at the time of its 
completion in 1982 was the largest of its 
type in Europe.

The Drochaid Ceasaig/Kessock Bridge 
was also among the � rst to apply ‘quake-
proof’ technology, designed to allow for 
seismic and geological movement from 
the Great Glen fault.

This is the third bridge in Scotland to 
be listed by HES in the past 12 months, 
following the Erskine Bridge and 
Drochaid a’ Chaolais Chumhaing/Kylesku 
Bridge.

The Kessock Bridge won the combined 
design and construction Saltire Award in 
1983, the year after it opened to tra�  c.

Elizabeth McCrone, head of designa-
tions at HES, said: ‘I’m delighted another 
example of Scotland’s remarkable 
heritage of bridge construction has 
become a listed structure.

‘One of the many innovations of the 
Kessock Bridge was its ability to with-
stand extreme weather and earthquakes 
resulting from the Great Glen geological 
fault. It also contributed signi� cantly to 
driving economic growth, making travel 
between Inverness and the far north-
east signi� cantly easier.’

The listing follows a consultation run 
by HES earlier this year, where members 
of the public were invited to express 
their views on recognising the bridge 
with listed status.

Kessock Bridge 
listed as Category B 
historic structure
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

This photograph comes with no information other than it was taken in December 1995. 
Can any readers enlighten us as to its origins?

Our archives from 1990 produced this week’s photograph for which the only information 
on the back is: ‘Opening day of croleagan, Ile.’ If you have any more information, please 
email it to editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Gaelic – the language of Eden

the blessing of Bishop Brian McGee of Argyll 
and the Isles.’

Rector of the Scots College in Rome, Father 
Dan Fitzpatrick, said: ‘� ere is obviously a 
Gaelic revival in Scotland with the Gaelic-
medium schools, which have the backing of 
the government, and I know some Catholic 
families who send their children to those 
schools and speak highly of them.’

Father Colin MacInnes, parish priest of St 
Mary’s Church, Benbecula, said: ‘� ere is a lot 
that can be done to help revive Gaelic within 
the liturgy. � ere are bodies out there like Bord 
na Gàidhlig which can o� er great support. We 
have to move and request it. I have two Gaelic 
Masses per month which are entirely spoken 
and preached in Gaelic.’

Father Ross Crichton, parish priest of 

St Michael’s Church, Eriskay, said: ‘Work 
is under way updating our Gaelic prayer 
resources and hymn books, some of which 
haven’t been altered since the 1960s or before 
the Second Vatican Council. Although there 
are substantial pockets of Gaelic speakers on 
the mainland, there are seven parishes in the 
diocese where Gaelic is used habitually - prin-
cipally in the Western Isles - but there are only 
four active priests who can speak the language 
� uently.

‘A� er 13 years of priestly ministry in the is-
lands, Gaelic is very much part of my daily life 
and pastoral work. When Mass is celebrated in 
Gaelic, there is sometimes a lack of con� dence 
in saying the responses, especially among the 
younger generation.

‘If Gaelic is used as the language of private 
devotion at home, it will provide a stronger 
foundation for using it in a communal litur-
gical context.’

Father Ross plans to publish a new book 
of Gaelic devotions along the lines of ‘lul a’ 
Chriosdaidh’, � rst published in 1963, as a way 
of encouraging prayer in the home in Gaelic.

� e late Canon John Angus MacDonald was 
involved in an ecumenical project to translate 
the New Testament into contemporary Gaelic. 
It was published recently and is available from 
the Scottish Bible Society.

Reading from Genesis, Father Jarosław 
Kwiecień, who preached during the Mass at 
the founding of the CGS, said that by wanting 
to return to the land of their forefathers, they 
wanted to return to God Himself. He com-
pared the situation to our society. ‘By giving 
more time and more attention to Gaelic, we 
are going back home, back to the roots, to the 
heritage of this country. In a way, we are re-
turning to the country of our forefathers.’ He 
added this was true to a certain degree even 
for those present who weren’t Scottish, as they 
wanted to go there, too.

� e Catholic Gaelic Society, whose annual 
fee is a modest £5, welcomes more mem-
bers. Further information can be found on 
Facebook @GaidhligCaitligeach or by con-
tacting Andreas Wol�  by email on andreas.
wol� @gmx.org. � is noteworthy society will 
only � ourish if people lend it their support.

The Gaelic Mass in St Columba’s Cathedral, 
Oban, last month which was arranged by 
Andreas Wol�  and celebrated by Canon 
William Fraser. Photograph: Andreas Wol� .
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More needs to be done to 
challenge poverty
Last week was Challenge Poverty Week across 
Scotland.

New research from the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation shows poverty is increasing 
in Scotland again from a low 20 years ago. 
Shocking, but perhaps not surprising given 
that our wages aren’t keeping pace with in-
creases in the cost of living.

In Westminster, our MP Brendan O’Hara, 
has highlighted how Universal Credit – a 
cruel policy introduced by the Conservative 
and Liberal Democrat coalition – has pushed 
millions of people further into poverty.

He is not wrong but his party, the SNP, forms 
the Scottish Government and has the power 
to be doing much more. With a quarter of us 
living in poverty, it needs to.

Where is the action to ensure secure employ-
ment on a real living wage? Why has the SNP 
frozen the Scottish Welfare Fund since 2013? 
Why isn’t it doing more to tackle the cuts in 
council services we see every year?

Reducing poverty cannot be done in a week. 
We need our governments, at every level, 
to make this a priority every day – and with 
action, not words.

Polly Jones,
Garelochhead.

Macmillan thank you
� is year our World’s Biggest Co� ee morning 
fundraiser entered its 29th year.

In community centres, schools and work-
places, thousands of co� ee mornings were 
held across Scotland to raise money and help 
us support people a� ected by cancer.

I would like to o� er a huge and heartfelt 
thanks to every single one of your readers who 
held or attended a co� ee morning – your en-
ergy and generosity never ceases to amaze us.

Whether it’s specialist cancer nurses, sup-
port workers or bene� t advisors, we can only 
o� er the support that people with cancer need 
thanks to the tireless fundraising e� orts of our 
supporters.

� e number of people who need our help 
is growing, and we want to o� er support to 
everyone who needs it. We are almost entirely 
funded by the public, so every co� ee morning 
held – every cup of co� ee bought – makes a 
di� erence.

And please remember, if you need informa-
tion, support or a chat with Macmillan you 

can call us free on 0808 808 0000. If you’d 
like to support Macmillan and do something 
amazing today, you can also visit macmillan.
org.uk/getinvolved.

Janice Preston, head of services for
Macmillan Cancer Support in Scotland.

Clarity on recycling needed
Further to Julian Overnell’s letter ‘More 
speci� c details requested on recycling’ (OT 
3/10/19), I wonder if Councillor Kieron Green, 
the council or the recycling companies could 

give us clearer advice on glass recycling.
Last week in Tesco’s car park I witnessed all 

the glass recycling containers, green, brown 
and white (clear) being emptied into the same 
compartment of the collection truck.

If there is no longer a need to separate the 
colours, then let this be known as this could 
save the operatives the arduous task of picking 
up all the excess green bottles on the ground 
which could have been deposited in the half 
empty white and brown containers.

John Hay, Taynuilt.

� ere is the old saw about how time � ies 
and is has never been more apposite than 
this week and the launch of this year’s 
Oban Winter Festival.

It hardly seems any time at all since the 
2018 celebration in Oban of all things to 
do with the winter.

However, as we report this week, 
the winter festival, which takes place 
between November 15 and 24, is well on 
in its planning and promises to be just 
as brilliant if not more so than previous 
years.

� ere are a whole host of di� erent 
activities, parades, events and happenings 
scheduled so it should be a fantastic event. 
However, it would not happen without 
the sterling work of the organising 
committee, who deserve a huge vote of 
thanks from all of us.

Brilliant Oban 
Winter Festival is 
imminent again

Sympathy for disruption 
to peaceful village life
It is di�  cult not to feel considerable 
sympathy for the villagers of Taynuilt 
who say they are fed up with and angry at 
the behaviour of some visitors, especially 
those who camp in the area.

However, they also tell us the situation 
has now reached the point where some 
of them are feeling too intimidated these 
days to even enjoy a walk along the loch 
shore around the pier.

� is level of disruption and littering is, 
of course, unacceptable and the residents 
of the village and its surrounds should not 
have to put up with this.

Littering and antisocial behaviour are 
o� ences and must be treated as such. � e 
police should crack down on this and 
Argyll and Bute Council should also act 
to prevent it occurring in the � rst place.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week.  If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or to our o�  ce in 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Mun àm a bhios sibhse a’ leu-
ghadh seo bidh Mòd Nàiseanta 
Rìoghail Ghlaschu còrr air 
letheach seachad, agus tha mi 
’n làn-dòchas gum bheil othail 
agus àbhachdas air a bhith 
a’ dol, am measg ealantais 
cainnte agus ciùil!

Ri linn ‘s mar a tha ùine 
deasachaidh a’ phàipeir seo 
tha mise a’ sgrìobhadh ‘s gun 
am Mòd seo ach air ùr thòise-
achadh, ach abair gun robh sin 
aighearach agus dripeil, agus 
bha e a’ gealltainn fìor dheagh 
chuirm fad na seachdaineach. 
Bu mhath am brosnachadh 
am-bliadhna seo a-rithist a 
bhith a’ faicinn sàr Ghàidheal 
tàlantach òg a’ faotainn urram 
Tosgaire na Gàidhlig aig 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba.

Gum meal Alasdair 
MacIlleBhàin an naidheachd. 
Bha e na mhisneachadh 
mòr cuideachd gun tàinig 
Iar Phrìomh Mhinistear 
Riaghaltas na h-Alba a thoirt 
seachad na duaise sin, agus a 
dhèanamh fosgladh oi� geil 
air Mòd Nàiseanta 2019.

Shaoileadh tu nach gab-
hadh bàrr cur air leithid 
sin ach dìreach an dèidh na 
cuirme-fosglaidh ann an 
eireachdas Sheòmraichean 
Baile Ghlaschu, chumadh cui-
rm-chiùil ma choinneamh an 
togalaich sin ann an Ceàrnag 

Sheòrais far an robh còisir 
chloinne le còrr air ceud sein-
neadair à sgoiltean Ghlaschu.

Abair teachdaireachd làidir 
bhon bhaile a thaobh fogh-
lam Gàidhlig, agus mar nach 
robh sin na bhrosnachadh 
gu leòr chualas cuideachd 
bhon chòisir Gàidhlig, Alba, 
a thug Joy Dunlop gu farpais 
Eòrpach am-bliadhna. Cha 
do bhuinnig Còisir Alba 
san � arpais Eòrpaich ach 
dh’� oillsich e Gàidhlig gu 
h-eadar-nàiseanta, agus thog 
e inbhe agus cliù a choisinn, 
le ceartas, moladh mòr.

Disathairne bha Lèanag 
Ghlaschu beò le fuaim na 
Gàidhlig a-rithist is farpaise-
an bhall-coise bhan, agus io-
main, gan cur gu h-èasgaidh, 
dùrachdach. Leth-cheud bli-
adhna air ais nuair a chaidh 
am Mòd Nàiseanta a chumail 
san Aghaidh Mhòr ‘s ann a 
chaidh farpais iomain Chupa 
a’ Mhòid a chluiche airson a’ 
chiad turas, agus bhuannaich 
Bail’ Ùr an t-Slèibh an duais 
nan nàbachd � èin.

Seach a-mhàin trì tursan 
bhon uairsin chaidh an 
� arpais seo � euchainn aig 
a h-uile Mòd Nàiseanta agus 
‘s neònach mura robh miann 
buinnig a’ Chupa � ù ‘s nas 
làidire buileach san chaogad 
bliadhna seo bho thòisich i! 

Chaidh sgiobaidhean iomain 
Eilean Bhòid agus Ghlaschu 
Meadhan Earra-Ghàidheal 
ris a’ gheama le sùrd agus 
tuigidh sibh mar a bha bri-
athran Mhàiri Mhòr anns a’ 
bhàrdachd air Camanachd 
Ghlaschu a’ tighinn thugam.

Gach � easgach gun mheang
‘S a chaman na làimh,
‘S a chnapag le srann ga 

fògair leò.
‘S ann ann a bha ’n ealain
Le glagadaich chamain
‘S gach curaidh cur fallais is 

ceòthran deth!
B’ e latha mòr a bh’ ann 

dha “� easgaich” Ghlaschu 
Meadhan Earra-Ghàidheal 
a bhuannaich an gèam ’s an 
Cupa tro bhuillean-peanais 
aig deireadh cùise, agus 
chaidh duais ùr, Cupa Mòd 
nam Ban, cuideachd gu 
sgiobadh bhan Ghlaschu 
Meadhan Earra-Ghàidheal.

� e 2019 Royal National Mòd 
got o�  to a stirring start with, 
among other excellent perfor-
mances, a choir of more than 
100 Glasgow school-children 
singing at a ceilidh in George 
Square, shortly a� er Deputy 
First Minister John Swinney 
declared the event open. I hope 
you are enjoying the Mòd, 
whether you are in Glasgow or 
joining through media

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Smacking ban is good move
Having personally witnessed a small, smacked 
girl being ejected from her � at in Oban, 
being shaken and then being told to sit in a 
cold hallway one winter morning sobbing, I 
welcome hopefully the ending of such abuses 
with the introduction of this new law banning 
smacking.

I have also overheard the saying that ‘you 
can beat the devil into a child’.

� erefore I believe this new law will be 

seen to become the best progressive law this 
wonderful country will ever deliver to the 
protection of its children and I am in no doubt 
that the rest of the United Kingdom will follow 
and emulate this great Scottish lead.

Stephen Jones,
Oban.

Vote against bill was right
� e Scottish Conservatives have rightfully 
voted against a recent bill that could see loving 
parents wrongly criminalised. No-one wants 
to see violence against children but the smack-
ing bill is not the answer.

It makes the law less clear and increases 
the chance that normal parents are wrongly 
accused of harming their child.

We in the Scottish Conservatives would 
rather help and support families than bring in 
bad law that could turn children against their 
parents.

� is is yet another case of the separatist’s 
Orwellian overreaching and their constant 
imposing on everyday family life, just like 
their failed Named Person policy.

Councillor Alastair Redman,
Kintyre and Islands ward.

Same band, higher costs
For the year 2019-2000 the band D council 
tax in Conservative-run Westminster Council 
(population: 244,796) is £753.85.

In neighbouring Conservative-run 
Wandsworth Council (population: 323,257) 
the band D council tax is £793.99.

� e Highland Council (population: 235,180) 
band D council tax for this year is £1,270.83.

Only Conservative councils run e�  cient 
services at e� ective costs!

Leslie Mutch, Dingwall.

Contestants wanted
I’m a TV producer working on a new quiz show 
called Very Hard Questions and we’re looking 
for teams of three of the sharpest quiz brains 
in the country to do battle with another trio 
for the chance to win thousands of pounds.

We would love a team from the north-west of 
Scotland to take part.

Filming will take place in London in 
December 2019 and applicants must be aged 
18 years of age or over. Applications are open 
now at bit.ly/veryhardquestions

Deadline for applications is Saturday 
November 16 at 11.55pm.

Andrew David Mallon,
TV producer.

YOUR PICTURES

High Street, Fort William. This week’s 
photograph was sent by our columnist 
Iain Thornber and is of  piper Iain 
MacGillivray of Tain, who has an 
appreciative audience in Glen Nevis.
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DISTRICT NEWS
Ardchattan community war memo-
rial appeal is looking for any stories, 
families or photos to be part of the 
campaign to raise enough money 
to support the project. Plans are 
to build a community memorial 
at the Benderloch viewpoint. To 
get involved, go to ardchattanwar 
memorial@gmail.com � e Facebook 
page is at facebook.com/ardchattan-
warmemorial, while names for the 
roll of honour will be added to the 
parish archive website at ardchattan.
wikidot.com/roll-of-honour.

� e Ukes of Argyll Ukulele Club 
meets at Dalavich Social Club from 
6.30pm to 7.45pm for absolute 
beginners and 7.45pm to 9pm for 
intermediate players. Contact 07584 
326756.

Taynuilt Carpet Bowling Club starts 
up again on Tuesday October 22 at 
7.30pm in the village hall. To � nd 
out more call 01866 822465 or 01866 
822760.
 Artists and cra� ers are being 
invited to book a stall at a Christmas 
cra�  fair at the Ben Cruachan Inn 
on Sunday November 17. Call 01838 
200880 to get more details.

Lochdonhead Primary School 
will host a community cafe on 
Friday October 25 from 1.30-3pm 
to celebrate the community’s new 
de� brillator. � e Coastguard and 
� re service will also be putting in an 

DALMALLY

ARDCHATTAN

TAYNUILT

MULL

Islands conference packs out Grimsay hall
Grimsay Community Hall in 
North Uist was packed for the 
Scottish Islands Federation’s annu-
al conference.

Delegates travelled from Orkney, 
Argyll and Bute – including Luing 
and Lismore, Highland and North 
Ayrshire islands – as well as the 
Uists and Lewis to be there.

Eight Irish islands participants 
also attended as part of a LEADER-
funded Smart Islands and Young 
Entrepreneurs project that was on 
at the same time.

� e conference on October 3 
coincided with the o�  cial publica-
tion of the National Islands Plan.

Erica Clarkson who led on the 
Islands Plan consultation and 
Nicola Crook from Strathclyde 
University law department, who 
was also part of the team, present-
ed the results of this � rst large-
scale consultation for the Scottish 
islands.

Over a span of three months, 
40 islands were visited involving 
development trusts and commu-
nity councils as well primary and 
secondary schools.

� e format of the consultation, 
devised by Sandy Bruton from the 
Mull and Iona Community Trust, 
provided a space for participants to 
share what works well on their is-
lands and voice current challenges 
they face. Data from the consulta-
tion was taken to properly inform 
the development of the National 
Islands Plan and the provision of 

the Islands Impact Assessment 
associated to it in the Act.

� e goal is to islands-proof 
Scottish legislation and policy, 
fully taking into account e� ects on 
island communities.

Mrs Clarkson stressed   the 
Islands Act provides a policy focus 
on islands in Scotland that was not 
there before and should be seen as 
a laboratory for the development of 
good practices for rural communi-
ties across Scotland and elsewhere.

� e next steps are to ensure island 
communities are included in and 
informed of progress towards de-
livery of the plan, she said, adding 
that island communities must be 

able to hold government to account 
and should challenge them if the 
plan is not delivering as expected.

Mrs Clarkson’s words were given 
an enthusiastic welcome by the au-
dience. � e Irish islanders said they 
would be happy to take the concept 
back to their own government.

Cora Keating,  from the Clare 
Island Development Company, 
said:   ‘As our Irish government 
has failed so far to include proper 
islands representation, we will 
now be able to present the Scottish 
model as a great one to emulate.’

Scottish Islands Federation chair-
person Camille Dressler from Eigg 
welcomed the opportunity to con-

tinue working alongside the Scot-
tish Government’s islands team, 
SCELG at Strathclyde University 
and the various local authorities to 
design a way to measure outcomes 
and set up a governance group.

Islands Minister Paul 
Wheelhouse said another impor-
tant step forward had been taken 
on the historic journey for our 
islands that began with the passing 
of the Islands Act last year.

‘Since spring, we have visited 
41 of Scotland’s islands, engaged 
online and consulted with stake-
holders with an interest in islands 
in Scotland.

‘I hope this unparalleled level of 
engagement with islanders and 
stakeholders is captured in the 
proposed National Islands Plan 
and that it re� ects the priorities 
identi� ed by the people who live 
and work on Scotland’s islands.

‘� e plan, and the objectives and 
commitments within it, are only 
part of the answer.  I now look 
forward to taking the plan forward 
and translating it into action. 
� rough its development, Scotland 
is showing the rest of the world – as 
well as our own island communi-
ties – that islands and islanders are 
very important to our nation and 
that their voices are strong.’

� e  proposed National Islands 
Plan  provides a framework for 
action in order to meaningfully 
improve outcomes for Scotland’s 
island communities. 

The National Islands Plan team in Grimsay, North Uist.

Fish supper dishes up 
lifeboat funds
Tobermory lifeboat crew Alec 
Brown and Iain ‘Ogg’ Mackenzie 
delivered 42 suppers to Dervaig and 
Salen as part of a foody fundraising 
event in its third year.

As well as the traditional � sh 
supper, sausage, ribs and, of course, 

haggis were also on the menu at the 
Mishnish earlier this month, along 
with mushy peas, gravy and curry 
sauce making up a total 195 suppers 
served up on the night  – including 
128 suppers courtesy of chef Paul 
Jakiel and his team of helpers, with 
food being donated by the Mishnish 
and Lindsay Macdonald of the Pier 
Cafe.

Tobermory RNLI fundraising 
chairwoman Nettie Stirling said: 
‘Once again our RNLI Fish Supper 
has been a tremendous success 
thanks to the generosity of our 
communities here on Mull. We’d 
like to thank the Mishnish and the 
Pier Cafe for their support, and par-
ticularly to chef Paul and his team 
who turned out nearly 200 suppers.’

Coxswain 
David McHa�  e, 
fundraisers 
Nettie Stirling 
and Helen 
Foster with chefs 
Paul and Ian at 
Tobermory RNLI 
Fish Supper. 
Photograph: RNLI/
Tobermory
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At random

Noise nuisance
I went for a quiet pint the other day and 
was approached by the ever-a� able Phillip 
MacKinnon who buttonholed me and asked 
good-naturedly: ‘When are you going to 
write something in your column about the 
manhole cover in George Street, just outside 
Cuan Mor?’

� en, just a couple of days later, Oban 
Saints FC secretary David Buchanan BEM 
raised the very same issue and demanded 
that I take up cudgels over this.

Truth to tell, I had no idea what either of 
them was complaining about ... until I went 
to investigate.

� ere is a manhole cover that has come 
loose from its setting and booms out like 
cannon � re every time a vehicle runs over it, 
which is thousands of times every day. � e 
noise is dreadful.

It must be hugely frustrating for the 
businesses adjacent to the problem and how 
residents in the nearby � ats manage to sleep 
is beyond me.

I have no way of knowing if any of them 
have complained to the roads department 
but the local authority needs to act with 
urgency to � x the problem.

Trump card
I was much amused – as were sta�  and 
other shoppers – while at a checkout desk in 
Oban’s Tesco by the sight which greeted us 
through the window out to the car park.

� ere, parked just beyond the glass, was a 
van in which reposed calmly and patiently, 
apparently, the President of the United 
States, Donald Trump.

Naturally, the leader of the free world 
wasn’t really waiting in the car park but the 
clever image was the cause of much mirth.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Sofa so good as LORI celebrates

Lorn and Oban Reuse Initiative 
(LORI) has been awarded 
Revolve certi� cation for a third 
time, in the same year that the 
reuse centre is celebrating its 
tenth anniversary.

Shopping at Revolve-certi� ed 
stores means that items have 
been checked for quality, 
safety and cleanliness against 
Scotland’s reuse quality stand-
ard Revolve, which is awarded 
by Zero Waste Scotland. 
Revolve certi� cation lasts for 
two years and there are current-
ly 150 Revolve-certi� ed stores 
across Scotland.

Operating seven days a week 
from the Civic Amenity Site 
at Moleigh near Oban, LORI 
supports the circular economy 
and provides quality reuse 
furniture, household goods and 
electricals at a� ordable prices, 
while also working with other 
organisations to support some 
of the most vulnerable people 
in the local community.

Initially a social enterprise 
in its own right, LORI was 
absorbed into the work of 

� e GRAB Trust in 2011.
� ousands of reusable items 
needlessly end up in land� ll in 
Scotland each year. 

By choosing to buy from or 
donate to reuse stores, valuable 
products and materials can be 
repurposed and used for longer 
– saving money, supporting lo-
cal communities and protecting 
the environment in the process.

Congratulations
Catherine Bozec, consumer 

campaigns manager at Zero 
Waste Scotland, said: ‘It is won-
derful to see Lorn and Oban 
Reuse Initiative receive Revolve 
status for a third time, and our 
congratulations must go to the 
team for their hard work in 
maintaining these standards 
over the past 10 years.

‘Revolve provides Scotland’s 
reuse organisations with the 
training, support and advice 
they need to give customers 
the assurance that items they 
purchase are of good quality, 
creating a similar shopping 
experience to buying new. 

‘Buying items from a Revolve-

certi� ed store not only helps 
Scotland make the best use of 
its natural resources, it also 
helps to reduce the number 
of items going to land� ll each 
year.’

Graham Love, general man-
ager, � e GRAB Trust, added: 
‘We are very proud to have 
achieved Revolve certi� cation 
for a third time, in our tenth 
year of operation.

‘By purchasing items from 
LORI, people are supporting 
our work in the local communi-
ty as well as helping us to divert 
over 60 tons of waste from 
land� ll each year.

‘Operating the Revolve quali-
ty mark ensures our customers 
have peace of mind when 
purchasing from us, including a 
30-day no quibble guarantee on 
all home electrical items, which 
are function tested and PAT 
tested prior to being o� ered for 
sale.’

To � nd out more about 
Revolve, Scotland’s reuse 
quality standard, visit www.
revolvereuse.com.

ULVA

BARCALDINE

OBAN

appearance and there will be CPR 
and de� brillator training, as well as 
tea and homemade cake.

 Clear out your wardrobes in time 
for a pre-loved pop-up and clothes 
swap at the Rock� eld Centre on 
Sunday October 20 between 11am 
and 3pm.
 Ladies-only hockey as part of 
Oban Hockey Club are looking 
for new members, no experience 
essential. Friday meetings are every 
fortnight at Oban High School’s 3G 
pitch from 7-8pm. Email hockeyin-
oban@gmail.com to � nd out more.

Ulva Primary School is having its 
Hallowe’en party and community 
cafe on � ursday October 31 from 
2pm until 3.30pm.

Hallowe’en is coming to Barcaldine 
restaurant Not Just Desserts (pre-
viously the Columbas Bay Diner), 
next to Argyll Pottery. � ere will 
be a fancy dress Hallowe’en party 
on October 30 from 5.30pm, with 
gruesome games, scary food, freaky 
prizes and the best costume winning 
a ‘special treat’. Tickets cost £4.

Tai Chi for health takes place on 
Mondays at noon in the Mactaggart 
Leisure Centre in Bowmore. All 
abilities are welcome. For more in-
formation, contact Gill Chasemore 
on 07469 174299.

ISLAY

She added that £1,453 was a fantas-
tic sum to help the lifeboat station 
carry on saving lives at sea.

Tobermory RNLI’s fundraising 
group is on the lookout for new 
volunteers to help run more events.

If you are interested in helping out, 
contact the lifeboat station via to-
bermory@rnli.org.uk or call 01688 
302143.
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SAMS professor 
celebrates success
A professor from the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science (SAMS) 
at Dunsta� nage is celebrating after 
receiving two accolades in recent 
weeks.

Prof Elizabeth Cottier-Cook, who leads 
the GlobalSeaweedSTAR project and 
the Erasmus Mundus ACES Masters 
programme at SAMS, has been elected 
as a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Biology and as a Senior Fellow of the 
HEA – Higher Education Academy 
(SFHEA).

The SFHEA is presented to those 
who can demonstrate a thorough 
understanding of e� ective approaches 
to teaching and learning support as a 
key contribution to high quality student 
learning. SFHEAs can also demonstrate 
impact and in� uence on other col-
leagues through leading, managing or 
organising programmes, subjects and/
or disciplinary areas.

Prof Cottier-Cook, who lives in Oban, 
leads the Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters 
Degree in sustainable aquaculture 
(ACES+) and heads up the international 
GlobalSeaweedSTAR research project, 
which supports seaweed cultivation 
globally through research.

20,000 extra trees 
for nature reserve
An additional 20,000 trees will be planted in 
and around Beinn Eighe next year as part of 
work to expand native woodlands on some 
of Scotland’s � nest National Nature Reserves 
(NNRs).

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) made the 
commitment at the start of Climate Week, last 
week, to build on a long-running tree planting 
programme at the Wester Ross reserve.

Woodland expansion is part of the solution 
to the climate emergency, helping to increase 
biodiversity, conserve Scottish species and 
help our society and economy adapt to climate 
change – for example, by reducing potential 
for � ooding and reducing the e� ects of 
heatwaves.

Beinn Eighe, with its stunning ancient 
Caledonian pine forest, was designated as the 
UK’s � rst NNR in 1951. Since its establish-

ment, some 800,000 trees have been planted 
at the reserve, mostly Scots pine as well as 
additional broadleaf species such as birch, 
aspen, holly, rowan and oak.

� e tree planting is designed to supplement 
wider management work to encourage natural 
regeneration at Beinn Eighe NNR and also 
at Creag Meagaidh NNR in the Highlands, 
which allows the woodlands to expand by 
natural ecological processes in the presence of 
wild deer.

Rum NNR marked one million trees planted 
back in 1997, with the full bene� t of these 
trees now beginning to be realised, including 
the building up of natural seed sources around 
the reserve.

� e precious native woodlands in SNH’s na-
ture reserves capture more than 30,000 tonnes 
of greenhouse gases annually, the equivalent of 

removing around 10,000 vehicles from roads 
every year. � e economic value of this carbon 
sequestration was estimated to be around £2.2 
million in 2017.

Stuart MacQuarrie, SNH head of nature 
reserves, said: ‘Beinn Eighe is renowned for its 
beautiful ancient pinewoods and we have long 
managed the reserve to expand and enhance 
this special woodland.

‘Planting a further 20,000 native trees will 
help increase the nature reserve’s biodiversity, 
restore habitats to healthy ecosystems and 
provide greater resilience against the e� ects of 
climate change.

‘Nature-based solutions such as woodland 
expansion are a crucial part of the solution 
to the global climate emergency, and this is 
another important step towards ensuring a 
nature-rich future for Scotland.’

Scots pines at 
Beinn Eighe 
National Nature 
Reserve. Photograph: 

Lorne Gill/SNH

Prof Elizabeth Cottier-Cook has 
received two accolades recently.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Sunday October 20, Ben Sgluich, 
Appin.
A hill with good views overlook-
ing Loch Linnhe.

Limited parking is available at 
the forest track entrance SW of 
Dalnatrat, NM967530. Follow 
the track up Salachan Glen. At 
NM977526 a new track heads 
steeply up to the right to reach 
open hillside and the NE ridge of 
Beinn Sgluich. Follow the ridge 
to the summit, 466m.

Continue on the high ground 
heading SW to a break in the 
trees on Appin Hill at NM 942489. 
Keeping to the high ground, 
follow the edge of the conifer 
plantation SW to its corner at 
NM932476. Head for the church 
at Portnacroish, NM927473, 
walking through mature 
deciduous woodland. Pass 
through the churchyard, cross 
the A828 and continue down to 
the cycle track. Follow this SE to 
the car park in Appin opposite 
the church, NM938459. Transport 
required. An alternative route 
from Appin Hill descends SW 
to Glenstockdale and follows 
the track to Kinlochlaich Farm. 
Continue to reach the A828, turn 
left and follow it to the bridge. 
Turn left along the cycle track 
to the car park opposite Appin 
Church as above.

Grade: M. Distance: 12km. 
Height to climb: 450m. Maps 
LR49 EX384. Meet at: Ballachulish 
TIC (NN083584) at 0910. Start 
of walk: southwest of Dalnatrat 
(NM967530) at 0930. Leader: TBC.
Thursday October 24, Black 
Rock Cottage to Ba Bridge.
Starting at Black Rock cottage 
the walk goes over an 18th 
century bridge and follows the 
old military road to Ba Bridge – a 

good picnic site.  On return, a 
lower track – part of the West 
Highland Way – is followed. This 
was the original road before the 
A82 was built in the ‘30s.

Grade: L. Distance: 9.5km. 
Height to climb: 350m. Maps: 
LR41 EX384. Meet at: Glencoe 
Village CP NN098587 at 0915; N. 
Ballachulish Sch NN053603 at 
0910. Start of walk at 0930. 

Leader: Ronnie Forbes 01866 
822 611.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go on a walk, contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club
Saturday October 19, Binnein 
Beag,
Binnein Mor, Glen Nevis.
An adventurous route, much of 
it well o�  the usual approaches 
to these � ne hills, isolated at the 
eastern end of the Mamores. 
Binnein Mor is the highest in this 
range.

Start from the CP at the end of 
the public road in Glen Nevis, 
NN167691. Follow path beside 
the Water of Nevis to a safe place 
to cross the river at approxi-
mately NN230694. Climb SW for 
1.3km up rough ground to cross 
the stalkers’ path below the 
steep upper slopes of Binnein 
Beag. Turn S up to the summit, 
943m. Descend SW to the saddle 
between Binnein Beag and 
Binnein Mor*.

Climb Binnein Mor by the � ne 
NE ridge or if conditions dictate, 
climb the N ridge which is more 
straightforward. Descend the N 
ridge, � nd a safe crossing of the 
Water of Nevis, and return by the 
outgoing route.

*For a shorter route, descend 
from the saddle, omitting 
Binnein Mor.

20km, 1230m ascent
*17km, 850m
Suggested and coordinated by 

Rick Atkinson.

MSP seeks views on animal welfare 
and wildlife protection laws

Scottish Land Commission launches new student award

Are maximum penalties for the 
most serious animal welfare and 
wildlife o� ences severe enough? 
Would increased penalties be a 
deterrent? Should the protection 
of service animals be increased? 
What about compensation for 
owners?

� ese are just a few of the ques-
tions being asked by Holyrood’s 
Environment, Climate Change 
and Land Reform Committee as 
it considers proposals to provide 
further protections to animals and 
wildlife in Scotland.

Last � ursday, October 10, the 
committee launched a call for 
views on plans contained in the 
Animals and Wildlife (Penalties, 
Protections and Powers) 
(Scotland) Bill.

� e Bill increases the maximum 
available penalties for the most 
serious animal welfare o� ences, 
including: maltreating animals; 
attacks on service animals; des-

troying nests and damaging wild 
birds; poaching; possessing or 
selling unlawfully taken hares and 
rabbits; and introducing invasive 
non-native species.

� e Bill also provides extra 
protection to service animals (the 
so-called Finn’s Law) and intro-
duces � xed penalty notices for an-

imal health and welfare o� ences.
Speaking as the call for views was 
launched, committee convener 
Gillian Martin MSP said: ‘Surely 
it is incumbent upon us to do all 
we can to protect our animals and 
wildlife. 

‘We believe that so much more 
can be done and that is why it is so 
important we ask as many people 
as possible how we can strengthen 
the existing protections and col-
lectively create a framework that 
will positively impact animals and 
wildlife in Scotland for years to 
come.’

� e call for views is open until 
November 12 and more infor-
mation on the Bill can be found 
online at yourviews.parliament.
scot/ecclr/animal-welfare/.

� e committee expects to take 
oral evidence on the Bill from late 
this year into early 2020.

Find out more by watching the 
video at www.obantimes.co.uk.

A new national student award is set 
to encourage involvement in land 
reform and help with the work of 
the Scottish Land Commission.

� e commission is shaping the 
debate around urban and rural 
land reform, to improve the pro-
ductivity, diversity and accounta-
bility of the way Scotland’s land is 
owned, used and managed.

Research underpins its work so 
that decisions and recommen-
dations are thoroughly evidence 
based, and the commission uses a 
wide academic network to provide 
research on key land reform issues. 

Its new student award is open to 
any student studying at a Scottish 

academic institution working on 
land reform-related research.

� e successful student will 
contribute research to help take 
forward the commission’s work. 

Speaking about the award, 
Hamish Trench, CEO of the 
Scottish Land Commission, 
said: ‘We want to develop new 
approaches to make the most of 
Scotland’s land and help to build 
future research capacity to sup-
port land reform. We � rst o� ered 
an award last year through the 
University of the Highlands and 
Islands and it is great that we can 
now extend the award nationally, 
so that any students interested in 

land reform can take the opportu-
nity to work with us and explore 
issues, gather evidence and spark 
debate and understanding.’

To apply for the award, a single 
grant of £1,000, students are asked 
to outline their project and show 
how it connects to a Scottish Land 
Commission workstream as well 
as detailing how it will bene� t the 
applicant’s student experience.

To � nd out which research areas 
are of particular interest this year  
and to download an application 
form, visit www.landcommis-
s ion .gov. s c ot /s t udent aw a rd . 
Applications close on January 24, 
2020.

Gillian Martin MSP.
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Mull’s Shannon is Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig Student of Year
Shannon Maclean from Mull 
has been named Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig’s (SMO) Student of the 
Year.

Shannon completed a three-
year BA Gaelic and the Media 
degree course and is now in 
her second year of a Diploma 
in Gaelic Media.

Brought up in Tobermory, 
Shannon went through 
Gaelic-medium education 
at Salen Primary School and 
Tobermory High School. Her 
mother hails from the west 
side of Lewis. 

Shannon joined other 
graduates, employees and 
guests at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 
graduation ceremony in Sleat 
on Skye earlier this month to 
celebrate a wealth of achieve-
ment and success.

Forty eight students gradu-
ated from the college’s under-
graduate and postgraduate 

Shannon Maclean receives her award from UHI vice 
principal Professor Neil Simco.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk ‘The sta�  here have 

been so supportive 
and helpful.’

programme which includes 
Cert HE, Diploma, BA, BA 
(Hons) and MSc. � ree grad-
uates were awarded � rst class 
degrees.

Chairman of the board 
of directors at SMO Angus 
Macleod addressed those 
present, telling them Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig is unlike any-
where else.

‘It is always appropriate, and 
especially today as we cele-
brate another year of success 
at the college, to remember 
why we exist. As the National 
Centre for Gaelic Language 
and Culture in Scotland, 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has a 
pivotal role in bringing about 
the revitalisation of Gaelic,’ 
he said.

‘We all witness here tonight 
the fruits of your hard work, 
your commitment and the 
help and support you received 
from loved ones and friends, 
over and above the teaching 
sta�  at the college. When you 

take your next step on your 
onward journey, and each 
step therea� er, be sure and 
use your Gaelic. It has value 

and meaning and its honour 
is always worthy of defending. 
Be proud of your language, of 
your community, of your cul-

ture and of yourselves, as sure 
as we are all proud of you.’

A� er completing the BA, 
Shannon knew a TV course 
was the appropriate next step 
for her. 

It was the most challenging 
and busiest year, but she 
learned a great deal and en-
joyed fantastic opportunities 
to work with industry experts 
throughout the year.

As part of the course, 
Shannon produced a 10-min-
ute documentary programme 
about Janet Macdonald, from 
Mull. 

Janet used to teach on the 
college’s distance learning 
courses and has contributed 
much to Gaelic, especially in 
Mull and Iona. On receiving 

her award, Shannon said: ‘I 
am delighted I was chosen for 
this award. � ere are many 
diligent students at SMO 
each year so it is an honour 
to receive it. � e sta�  here 
have been so supportive and 
helpful through the years. I 
would like to especially thank 
Catriona Johnson and Morag 
Stewart who have encouraged 
me tirelessly. SMO is a really 
special place and I’m so 
thankful I got the chance to 
come here.’

Shannon is now in her 
second year of the diploma 
and is on work placement 
for 10 months where she will 
experience a variety of work 
across di� erent companies.

Presently she is on place-
ment with Young Films, on 
the Gaelic drama Bannan, 
where she is learning about 
editing and will further 
her editing knowledge with 
MacTV, in Lewis, a� er 
Christmas.
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Rain fails to dampen spirits on opening night  
by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Finlay MacLennan, 15, and Maili MacLennan, 11, help promote this 
year’s Royal National Mòd in Glasgow. 17_DM_ModMonday01

� e Royal National Mod (Am 
Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail) got 
under way last Friday in Glasgow 
– the � rst time the festival has 
been in the city in almost three 
decades.

Given that Scotland’s biggest 
Gaelic cultural festival is being 
held in the country's largest city, 
it comes as no surprise there is a 
healthy number of entrants.

� e nine-day festival was 
o�  cially launched with a speech 
from An Comunn Gàidhealach 
president and Oban Times col-
umnist Allan Campbell on Friday 
night.

� is was followed by a speech 
from Deputy First Minister and 
Cabinet Secretary for Education 
John Swinney.

In his speech, Mr Campbell 
touched on the heritage of 
the Gaelic community within 
Glasgow and the important role 
its people play in keeping the 
indigenous language thriving.

� e president also gave a nod to 
the excellent growth of Gaelic in 

schools in recent years, with more 
than 1,000 pupils now receiving 
Gaelic Medium education in 
Glasgow.

And despite torrential rain, 
hundreds of people made their 
way to George Square to attend 
the opening concert which fea-
tured performances from a host 

of names from across the Scottish 
Gaelic music scene.

Renowned Scots trad-rock 
band Mànran headlined the 
opening event with a spectacular 
performance alongside support 
from Scotland’s 33-strong Gaelic 
Eurovision Choir Alba, which 
serenaded party-goers with a 

rendition of Lewis Capaldi’s 
Someone You Loved.

Catherine Tinney, a � nalist in 
this year’s BBC Radio Scotland’s 
Young Trad Musician of the Year 
competition, rounded o�  the 
night.

� e Royal National Mòd fea-
tures more than 200 competitions 
and events, covering Highland 
dancing, sport, literature, 
drama, Gaelic music and song, 
with Gaelic speakers of all levels 
competing.

As well as the competitions, 
this year’s Fringe showcases the 
best of Gaelic arts and sport with 
events for all ages from ceilidhs, 
to drama and stunning musical 
performances.

� is year saw the introduction 
of a women’s football match, in 

support of the rise in popularity 
of women’s football in recent 
years and marked the 50th anni-
versary of the Mòd Shinty Cup 
Tournament, � rst played in 1969 
at the Aviemore Mòd, where 
Newtonmore triumphed.

John Morrison, chief executive 
of An Comunn Gàidhealach, said: 
‘We are delighted to kick start this 
year’s Royal National Mòd and 
are excited to have Scotland’s best 
Gaelic talent return to Scotland’s 
biggest city for the � rst time since 
1990. We are looking forward to a 
busy week with a variety of talent 
being showcased – from sport to 
choral singing to poetry. � is 
Mòd has it all.’

Speaking about the learners 
children’s competitions on 
Monday, Mr Morrison added: 
‘� ere is an abundance of young 
talent in the Gaelic community 
and it is fantastic to see these 
incredible young ambassadors 
get this year’s competitions under 
way. 

‘� e event has already got o�  to 
an exciting start and I’m looking 
forward to seeing what else is in 
store for the remainder of the 
week.’

‘We are looking forward 
to a busy week with a 
variety of talent being 
showcased - from sport to 
choral singing to poetry. 
This Mòd has it all’

Dearbhla Newman and Charlet Rose Munro, from Port 
Ellen (Bun-sgoil Port Ilein) won the under-13 learners’ duet 
competition. 17_DM_ModMonday19

Còisir Òg nan Loch won 
the Olive  Campbell MBE 
Trophy and Macintyre Cup 
for the under-13s puirt-a-
beul on Monday afternoon. 
17_DM_ModMonday12Right: Aimee 

Georgeson, 15, 
from Rionnagan 
Rois won the 
James C MacPhee 
medal for girls’ 
13-15 years, 
prescribed song, 
in the learners cat-
egory on Monday. 
17_DM_ModMonday15

Seven-year-old Lucie 
Spreadbury, of Oban’s Bun-
sgoil Achadh na Creige, 
won the poetry gold medal 
for girls aged 7-8  learners, 
reading ‘Mucan beaga 
beaga’: ‘A Wee Pig’. She 
may be getting used to 
winning, having taken a 
gold in the mod in Oban 
and a silver on Mull, but 
her mum Hazel Kelso still 
‘almost cried’ with pride. 
Four of Lucie’s sisters are 
competing throughout the 
week. 15_SN_ModMon_04

Right: Alice Nic a' Mhaoilein 
of Sgoil MhicNeacail won 
the Skelmorlie and Districy 
Highland Association 
Quaichin the under-19 
years singing competition 
of previous National Mòd 
winners. 17_DM_ModMonday14
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Lily McDowall, nine, from Sgoil nan Loch,  Isle of Lewis, 
won the  Cowal Trophy in the 9-10 years learners’ poem 
competition. 17_DM_ModMonday04

Pupils from Còisir Òg Loch Àlainn won the Margaret 
Macdougall (Fort William) Memorial Trophy in the 
under-13 Action Song. 17_DM_ModMonday07

Bun-sgoil Inbhir-Aora (Inveraray) under-13s, with their conductor Josie Campbell, 
competed in the unison singing. 17_DM_ModMonday10

Caraidean Ciùil Ìle (Islay) came � rst in the 
two-part harmony and unison singing and 
second in the puirt-a-beul under-13 years’ 
learners’ singing, resulting in a trio of 
trophies. 17_DM_ModMonday18

Robbie Donald MacLean, eight, 
from Barra’s Sgoil Eolaigearraidh 
came top in solo singing eight 
years with Bata Alasdair, and 
lifted the Hugh MacIntyre 
Memorial Trophy in his � rst time 
at the national Mòd. ‘I’ve been 
practising 15 times this morning, 

Olivia Gage, from Àrd-Sgoil 
an Òbain (Oban High 
School), sang Thug mi gaol 
do ‘n fhear bhan in the 
girls’ solo singing, 11-12 
years class. 15_SN_ModMon_03
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Traditional 
top three 
celebrate 
in Glasgow 

Mull man named Gaelic 
Ambassador of the year

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

BUY A
PHOTO

@ www.obantimes.co.uk/
modphotos

Feorlin Renton, 10, 
Bun-sgoil Inbhir Aora 
(Inveraray), took home 
the Mrs Roderick B Munro 
trophy after winning the 
girls’ 9-10 solo singing 
learners competition. 
17_DM_ModMonday06

A Mull man has been named 
Gaelic Ambassador of the 
Year.

Alasdair Whyte, originally 
from Salen, received the pres-
tigious award from Deputy 
First Minister John Swinney 
MSP at a ceremony at Mòd 
Ghlaschu.

Mr Swinney praised the 
continued work Alasdair 
is doing to progress Gaelic 
language and heritage.

Alasdair was awarded a 
PhD in Celtic and Gaelic by 
the University of Glasgow 
for his research on the place 
names and history of the 
island of Mull. 

He was also awarded a 
Lord Kelvin Adam Smith 
Research Fellowship from 
the University of Glasgow 
with the aim of publishing 
the � rst volume of the Survey 

of Scottish Place Names 
covering the Gàidhealtachd 
(Gaelic-speaking area) of 
Scotland.

� is is not Alasdair’s � rst 
acclaimed award. Alasdair 
won the men’s Gold Medal 
at the Royal National Mòd in 
2006 when he was 19.

His mum, Riona Whyte, 
won the Gold Medal in 2001 
in Stornoway.

A� er being named Gaelic 
Ambassador of the Year, 
Alasdair said: ‘It is an honour 

to receive this award. I would 
like to thank An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, not just for this 
award but for the experiences 
I have had and the people I 
have met as a competitor and 
adjudicator at provincial and 
national Mòds since attend-
ing my � rst national Mòd in 
Oban in 1992.

‘Gaelic is at the heart of my 
professional and social life 
and my life is much the richer 
for it. 

‘I feel fortunate to have the 
chance to promote our lan-
guage and culture and raise 
the issues I care about most 
in this role over the coming 
year.’

John Morrison, chief 
executive of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: ‘Alasdair 
is an exceptional role model 
for the community and his 
work to progress Gaelic lan-
guage and culture is second 
to none and he is thoroughly 
deserving of the award.'

‘Alasdair is an 
exceptional role 
model for the 
community and his 
work to progress 
Gaelic language and 
culture is second to 
none’

Alasdair Whyte receives the Gaelic Ambassador of the 
Year Award from John Swinney MSP.

although it feels like 1,500 times,’ 
he said. His teacher John James 
Galbraith would be ‘surprised’ he 
said, adding: ‘He thought I would 
come second.’ As a reward, his 
proud mum and school teacher 
Jennifer Campbell promised to 
take him sledging. 15_SN_ModMon_08

Islay’s Elizabeth MacMillan-
Currie, 16, of Port Ellen 
won gold in the traditional 
under 19s’ singing with 
Bothan airigh am Braigh 
Raineach, followed by 
Còisir Òg Loch Àlainn’s 
Rachel Bolton, 17, taking 
the silver medal with Hi 
horo’s na horo eile. Mull’s 
Holly MacLean, 16, of 
Àrd-sgoil Thobar Mhoire, 
picked up the bronze 
medal with her song, An 
t-Aparan Goirid. Elizabeth’s 
grandfather Willie Currie 
is happy but nervous, The 
Oban Times heard, because 
he promised her £100 for 
every gold medal she gets.
15_SN_ModMon_16

Right: Solo singers, left 
to right, eight-year-old 
Ella Fyfe from Sgoiltean 
Ceann Loch Gilp, and 
Carly Cranston and Sophie 
Philips, both aged seven, 
and pupils at Bun-sgoil Àird 
Driseig. 15_SN_ModMon_01
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Allan’s Mòd
ALLAN CAMPBELL

BUYAPHOTO
@ www.obantimes.co.uk/modphotos

Mar a tha mi air sgrìobhadh ann am Beachd an àite eile 
tha seo ga dheasachadh grunnd làithean mus eil sibh ga 
leughadh, agus bidh iomradh nas coileanta agam air dìle-
ab Mhòd Nàiseanta Ghlaschu 2019 an-ath-sheachdain.

Aig fosgladh a’ Mhòid bha e na urram dhomh às leth A’ 
Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich moladh blàth a dhèanamh air 
na ginealaichean de shàr Ghàidheil a chur ri adhartas a’ 
bhaile, agus cuideachd na Gàidheil  a tha a’ cur ri dhìleab 
chultarach an-diugh. Bha e fìor mhath Mòd Nàiseanta 
� aicinn ann an Glaschu airson an treas turas deug, agus 
ged a bha ùine bhon a bha e sa bhaile mu dheireadh bha 
Gàidheil Ghlaschu air leantainn nam pàirt cudromach 
agus taiceil dha Mòdan Nàiseanta agus Ionadail. Rinn mi 
cuideachd moladh air dealas phàrantan a rinn strì agus 
a choisinn a’ chiad aonad foghlam Gàidhlig an Alba, le 
naodhnar chloinne aig Bun-sgoil Sir John Maxwell ann 
an 1985.  Le còrr air mìle cloinne a-nise a’ faotainn an cuid 
foghlaim tron Ghàidhlig an Glaschu bha mi a’ cur meal-a-
naidheachd air Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu  agus Bun-Sgoil 
Ghleann Dail,  agus cuideachd air gach sgoil, agus aonad, 
Gàidhlig feadh Alba a tha a’ brosnachadh phàrantan feadh 
na dùthcha.  Bha mi moiteil a ràdh gun cùm An Comunn 
Gàidhealach làn-thaic ri fàs Foghlam tro Mheadhan na 
Gàidhlig ann an sgoiltean sam faigh clann làn-bhogadh 
sa chànan.

Chuir mi an cuimhne luchd-èisteachd gum bheil e na 
phrìomh amas leasachaidh aig Plana Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig 
gum bi barrachd dhaoine a’ cleachdadh na Gàidhlig ann 
am barrachd shuidheachaidhean,  eadar dachaigh, cur-
seachad, agus an raointean obrach. ’S e amas a tha sin a 
tha gu mòr an crochadh air rùn phearsanta dhaoine agus 
a’ mhisneachd is a’ mhoit a bhios aca nan cànan agus nan 
dualchas. � a planaichean cànain is obair-leasachaidh a’ 
cruthachadh bhunaitean agus chothroman, ach feumaidh 
an � èin-spèis, an creideas, agus an neart, tighinn bho 
chridhe dhaoine � èin.

� uirt mi gum bheil An Comunn Gàidhealach moiteil 
gum bheil am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail agus na Mòdan 
Ionadail feadh Alba a’ brosnachadh a’ chreideis sin am 
measg Ghàidheil de gach aois. 

� a trì mìle deug neach a’ dol tro na Mòdan Ionadail 
gach bliadhna agus leis a’ Mhòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail, sa 
bhitheantas, a’ cur 3,000 eile ris an àireamh sin tha còrr 
air sia mìle deug thachartasan Gàidhlig a’ ruith tron 
mhòr-chuid den bhliadhna co-cheangailte ri Mòdan!  
Nuair a thèid na mìltean a tha a’ tighinn fo bhuaidh 
an deasachaidh airson nam Mòdan a chunntas, mar 
luchd-oideachaidh agus buill teaghlaich, tuigear ìre na 
buaidh a th’ againn a thaobh cleachdadh na Gàidhlig!  
Seud Nàiseanta airidh air aire shònraichte.

At the opening of this year’s National Mod, I was pleased 
to honour the contribution which Gaels continue to 
make to Glasgow. In the vanguard with Gaelic medium 
education, Glasgow has also given stalwart support to the 
national Mòd over the years, helping the evolution of a 
national treasure.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)                                                           
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

It was a successful 
Monday morning for 
Còisir Ghàidhlig na 
h-Eaglaise Brice (Falkirk) 
in the under-19s choral 
competitions. They won 
The Queen Elizabeth 
Coronation Trophy and 
the Martin Wilson North 
Berwick Trophy for their 
unison and puirt-a-beul 
songs respectively. They 
also came second in 
the two-part harmony. 
17_DM_ModMonday08

Kirsty Nicolson and Talia Graham, both from Sgoil 
MhicNeacail, won the Alexander Hamilton Trophy for 
jointly receiving the highest marks in Gaelic in the 
learners’ prescribed song. 17_DM_ModMonday17

A sight and sound of the 
west coast: a hearty crew 
of � shermen and waulker 
women from Sgioba 
Luadh Bun-sgoil Ghleann 
Dail, who  performed 
three waulking songs on 
Monday. 15_SN_ModMon_15

A sight and sound 
of the west coast

Don’t miss 
next week’s 

Oban Times for 
16  pages of 

Mod news and 
results

Kyla Mackenzie, 12, a pupil at Sgoil MhicNeacail, the 
Nicolson Institute in Stornoway, Lewis, won the Ronald 
MacEachern Memorial Cup for coming � rst in the solo 
singing for girls aged 11-12. ‘I am super proud, very 
emotional, totally gobsmacked,’ her dad Bruce said.  
15_SN_ModMon_10
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Robert’s Mòd
ROBERT ROBERTSON

Uisdean’s family pride

Roy Morrison, from the Isle 
of Lewis, won the under 13s’ 
accordion competition on 
Saturday.  17_DM_ModMonday02

How many famous faces can you see being depicted in the Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile 
action song? The group came second in the action song under-13. 17_DM_ModMonday09

Tess Flemming from Bhun-
sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghleann 
Dail won the six years’ 
prescribed learners’ song. 
17_DM_ModMonday11

Uisdean Craig, aged six, of 
Oban’s Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige sang Tha mise bored 
beautifully, his granny Joyce 
‘The Voice’ Hunter said, but 
getting the train and a bacon 
roll was still the best part of 
his day. Uisdean’s ‘very proud’ 
dad Stevie added: ‘Uisdean 
had no Gaelic before he started 
school. It is important for him 
to improve his Gaelic by being 
part of the wider community.’ 
Learning Gaelic had ‘massive 
bene� ts’. He said: ‘It gives 
them two mental coat hangers 
to hang their thoughts on. 
He thinks his answers in two 
languages.’ 15_SN_ModMon_02

Two mighty Munros of Islay: 
six-year-old Freddy and Charlet 
Rose Munro, 10, both pupils at 
Bun-sgoil Port Ilean. Charlet Rose 
came � rst in the under-13 duet. ‘I 
am so proud,’ her mum Patricia 
MacIntyre said: ‘We love the Mòd. 
We’re very excited to be part of the 
Gaelic heritage and culture. It is an 
important part of their lives.’ As a 
treat, Charlet Rose said: ‘I want a 
hamster.’ ‘Maybe,’ Patricia replied. 
15_SN_ModMon_05 Oliver, 10, and Aoibheann 

Clark, nine, from Oban, 
competed in the solo 
singing. 15_SN_ModMon_11

Win boosts 
hamster hopes

Rachel Bolton, 17, from 
Lochaline, won the 16-18 
learners’ poem competition 
and � nished second in the 
16-18 years learners’ tradi-
tional song. 17_DM_ModMonday13

BUYAPHOTO
@ www.obantimes.co.uk/modphotos

For those who have read my Glasgow Letter in recent 
weeks, I perhaps sound like a broken record going on 
about the � rst Glasgow national Mòd in 28 years.

I make no apologies for that because the event has so far 
lived up to all expectations.

Due to other commitments, I haven’t made it along to 
quite as many events this year as I would have liked.

I missed the opening ceremony on Friday evening, for 
example, where a great line-up, including Mànran and the 
Alba choir, entertained a large crowd full of water-proof 
ponchos whose enthusiasm showed no sign of waining as 
the Glasgow rain battered down on George Square.

Earlier that evening, in the slightly more comfortable 
surroundings of Glasgow’s City Chambers, my good 
friend Alasdair Whyte from Salen, Mull, had deservedly 
been named this year’s Gaelic Ambassador of the Year.

By the time I did manage out to an event – the Saturday 
evening cèilidh dance to cap o�  the shinty on Glasgow 
Green – it was clear this was a Mòd in full swing with a 
packed Glasgow Uni Union in great form. Beinn Lee was  
the band and they had everyone up on their feet all night.

O� en, a national Mòd can take a while to get going. It 
is, a� er all, a full week’s event and people sometimes pace 
themselves until the adult competitions start at the end of 
the week. It seems there is no such problem with this Mòd 
with everyone going for it from the start. 

� e only concern is that people will be burnt out by the 
end – although I doubt there is too much fear of that. 
And, if there is, I’m sure they can � nd plenty places to 
self-medicate.

� ere is still some wonderful entertainment to come, 
of course. A world record attempt at the longest set of 
Gàidhlig waltzes in history is due to take place in the 
Park Bar. Although, in an exclusive interview with the 
organiser, Seonaidh MacIntyre from Loch Carnan, South 
Uist, I ascertained no such record of Gàidhlig waltzes has 
ever been taken – so who knows what the world record is.

Let’s not forget the competitions that have been very well 
attended this year with record numbers of competitors – 
there are real records for that.

I’m away out to hear Robert Nairn play in the Park Bar 
with the legendary Donald Macrae. See you on the other 
side.

Members of the Alba Choir braved the rain to take  
their Eurovision sound to George Square to open Mòd 
Ghlaschu 2019. Photograph: Royal National Mòd.
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Results

Don’t miss next week’s Oban Times for 
16 pages of Mòd news and results

Saturday October 12
Senior Piping: 
Ceòl Mòr (B360), Pìobaireachd, com-
petitor’s choice: 1 John Dew, Am Blàr 
Dubh, James R. Johnston Memorial 
Trophy; 2 Angus Finlay MacPhee, 
Inbhir Nis, 3 Darach Urquhart, 
Glaschu.

Ceòl Beag (B361): Playing a four-
part, 2/4 March, Strathspey and 
Reel, own choice: 1 Finlay Cameron, 
Drochaid Ruaidh, John T. MacRae 
Cup; 2 Steven Leask, Glaschu; 3 
Angus Finlay MacPhee, Inbhir Nis.

Hornpipe and Jig (B362): Playing 
a hornpipe and jig, competitor’s 
choice: Archie Drennan, Druim na 
Drochaid, Argyllshire Gathering 
Quaich; 2 Finlay Cameron, Drochaid 
Ruaidh; 3 Steven Leask, Glaschu.
Junior piping:
Bagpipes ages 15 years-and-under 
(C132A): Play the ground of a 
Pìobaireachd, own choice: 1 Aaron 
Ingram, Sgoil MhicNeacail; 2 Archie 
Johnston, Bun-sgoil Bhun Easain, 3 
James Simpson, Pàislig.

Bagpipes 16-18 years, Pìobaireachd 
(C132): 1 Eilidh Morag Nic a’ Phi, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir Nis, 
W.G.G. Wilson Trophy; 2 Luke 
Kennedy, Acadamaidh Srath 
Athainn; 3 Milly Fox, Àrd-sgoil 
Beath.

Bagpipes 16-18 years (C130): Play a 
2/4 March, Strathspey and Reel, own 
choice, minimum four parts each: 1 
Luke Kennedy, Acadamaidh Srath 
Athainn, Royal Highland Fusiliers 
Cup; 2 Innes Scullion, Àrd-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu; 3 Milly Fox, 
Àrd-sgoil Beath.

Dr DS MacLaggan Memorial 
Trophy for the highest aggregate 
marks in C130 and C131: Luke 
Kennedy, Acadamaidh Srath 
Athainn.

Bagpipes 16-18 years (C131): Play 
a Hornpipe and Jig, own choice: 1 
Innes Scullion, Àrd-sgoil Ghàidhlig 

Ghlaschu, Col Murdoch Mactaggart 
Bowmore Memorial Trophy; 2 
Luke Kennedy, Acadamaidh Srath 
Athainn; 3 Tómas Young, Sgoil 
Ghràmar Dhùn Omhain.

Bagpipes Ages 15-years-and-under 
(C132B): Pìobaireachd, own choice: 
1 Dugald MacKechnie, Acadamaidh 
Dholar; 2 Ruaraidh Drennan, 
Acadamaidh Inbhir Pheo� arain; 3 
Murray O'May, Àrd-sgoil Balfron.

Novice (for pipers in their � rst full 
year of playing the bagpipes) (C86): 
Play a 2/4 March, own choice, novice: 
1 Archie Johnston, Bun-sgoil Bhun 
Easain, Roderick Ross, Ferintosh, 
Memorial Trophy; 2 Euan McCartan, 
Sgoiltean Ceann Loch Gilp; 3 Charles 
Maclennan, Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Inbhir Nis.

Bagpipes Ages 15-years-and-under 
(C109): Play a Strathspey and Reel, own 

Jaime MacIntyre, left, 
and Eilidh Shaw, both 
seven and pupils of 
Oban’s Bun-sgoil Achadh 
na Creige, chatted away 
in the Gaelic conversa-
tion class. ‘I got more 
nervous than she did,’ 
Jaime’s mum Karen Cox 
said. Jaime talked about 
her school’s shoebox 
appeal, packing wrapped 
shoe boxes with 
Christmas presents for 
children in Hungary and 
Albania. Jaime’s shoebox 
though is intended for 
an adult, and included 
sweets, moisturiser 
and a hairbrush, which 
really tested her Gaelic 
vocabulary. 15_SN_ModMon_07

choice, minimum four parts each: 1 
Bobby Allen, Sgoil Chryston, Lighting 
Electrical Cup; 2 Calum MacBarridh, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail Inbhir Nis; 3 
Laura Robertson, An Gearasdan.

Bagpipes 15-years-and-under 
(C108): Play a 2/4 March, own choice, 
minimum four parts: 1 Bobby Allen, 
Sgoil Chryston, Roderick Munro 
Quaich; 2 Eala Niamh McElhinney, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu; 3 Calum 

MacBarridh, Acadamaidh Rìoghail 
Inbhir Nis. 

Bagpipes Ages 15-years-and-under 
(C131A): Play a Jig, own choice, 
minimum four parts: 1 Bobby Allen, 
Sgoil Chryston; 2 Eosaph Galbraith, 
Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil; 3 Eala 
Niamh McElhinney, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu.
Chanter:
Chanter Under-13 years (C85): 
Play a 2/4 March, own choice, two 
parts only: 1 Màili MacLennan, 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis; 2 
Seonaidh Forrest, Bun-sgoil Shlèite; 
3 Dòmhnall Eachann MacLean, Sgoil 
Bhàgh a’ Chaisteal.

Chanter Under-13 years (C85A): 
Play a Gaelic Air, own choice, two 
parts only: 1 Craig MacNeil, Sgoil 
Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil: 2 Cameron 
Smith, Acadamaidh an Leargaidh; 3 
Dòmhnall Eachann MacLean, Sgoil 
Bhàgh a’ Chaisteal.
Fiddle:
Fiddle Under-13 years (C83): Play a 
slow Gaelic Air and March, followed 
by a Strathspey and Reel, own choice: 
1 Zoe Drysdale, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu; 2 Alice Reid, Bun-sgoil 
Steòrnabhaigh; 3 Kate McAlaney, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

Fiddle Groups – senior (B342): 
Playing a Slow Air, March, Strathspey 
and Reel. Scottish traditional tunes, 
competitor’s own choice:  1 Bùth-
obrach Fidheall Chean Loch Goibhle, 
Dr and Mrs Atholl Robertson (Oban) 
Trophy.

Fiddle Ages 13-18 years (C118): 
Play a slow Gaelic Air and March 
and Strathspey and Reel, own choice: 
1 Meredith Kennedy, Glenalmond, 
Robert MacCallum Memorial 
Trophy; 2 Alasdair Campbell, 
Glaschu; 3 Anna Robertson, Àrd-
sgoil Mhalaig and Innes Scullion, 
Àrd-sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

Fiddle Groups Under-19 years 
(C176): Play a minimum of three 
tunes in di� erent tempos in tradi-
tional Highland style. Performance 

not to exceed � ve minutes: 1 Strupag; 
2 Village School of Music Fiddle Club; 
3 Na Daoine Beaga.
Accordion and piano:
Accordion (Piano or 3/4/5 row button 
instrument with Stradella bass) 
Under 19 years (C178): Play a March, 
Strathspey and Reel in the Highland/
Gaelic/piping idiom; own choice: 1 
Archie MacKechnie, Acadamaidh 
Dholar, Smith Mearns Trophy; 
2 Duncan MacPherson Ritchie, 
Conservatoire Rìoghail na h-Alba; 3 
Kieran MacCormick, Sgoil Chiùil na 
Gàidhealtachd.

Accordion (Piano or 3/4/5 row but-
ton instrument with Stradella bass) 
Under-13 years (C84): Play a March, 
Strathspey and Reel in the Highland/
Gaelic/piping idiom, own choice: 1 
Roy Morrison, Taigh Dhonnchaidh, 
Daniel G R Burt (Chapelhall, Airdie) 
Memorial Trophy, � e Smith Mearns 
Trophy: 2 Zoe Drysdale, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu; 3 Isla Duke, 
Bun-sgoil Chondobhrait and Donald 
Andrew Fletcher, Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu. 

Accordion (Piano or 3/4/5 row 
button instrument with Stradella 
bass) Under-19 years (C178A): Play 
a selection of contemporary tradi-
tional tunes, own choice: 1 Duncan 
MacPherson Ritchie, Conservatoire 
Rìoghail na h-Alba; 2 Archie 
MacKechnie, Acadamaidh Dholar; 3 
Darroch Wood, Acadamaidh Wallace 
Hall.
Piano Under-13 years (C81): Play 
a slow Gaelic Air and March, 
own choice: 1 Eilidh � oms, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, Jenny M.B. 
Currie Award; 2 Alice Maclennan, 
George Heriot’s; 3 Poppy Letta 
Mackay, Bun-sgoil Ghoillspidh.

Piano Ages 13-18 years (C116): 
Play a slow Gaelic Air and March, 
own choice: 1 Rae MacIver, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, Margaret Hill-
Boyle Memorial Trophy; 2 Evie Glen, 
Àrd-sgoil Biggar;  3 Isla � oms, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

Oban pupils’ 
Gaelic        
vocabulary in 
the spotlight 

Glasgow Mid Argyll ladies’ and gents’ shinty teams made it a double when they won their respective Mod Cup matches 
against Bute ladies and gents on Saturday. An Comunn Gaidhealach president Allan Campbell presented team captains 
Mia Galanti and Jamie McFadyen with their trophies on Saturday. Match reports on page 52.

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
NOVEMBER 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Sailing to Staffa...
Top 4x4s... Rugby hero Stuart 

Hogg... The elusive ptarmigan... 
Niall Ferguson’s profile... Readers’ 

Whisky Challenge... Moray, 
Speyside and the Cairngorms
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

A ‘write’ Highland hoolie 
is heading for Mallaig 
next month.

� e town’s book 
festival will be mak-
ing itself at home 
under one roof at � e 
West Highland Hotel 
from November 8 to 
November 10.

� is is the village’s fourth 
book festival and organisers are 
excited about the authors joining 
them for a weekend literary cele-
bration. � ere will also be good 
food and live music.

� e festival will open at 5pm 
with a ticketed drinks’ reception 
to celebrate � eresa Breslin’s 
recent OBE for services to liter-
ature. � eresa, pictured above, 
will be toasted with a free dram 
of Harris Gin.

� e Joy of Spines takes place at 
5.30pm. � is is an award-win-

ning highly entertaining 
show as seen in the 

Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival, with 
Graeme Hawley,  
head of general 
collections at the 

National Library of 
Scotland. In a rapid-� re 

slideshow of hundreds of 
those spines, he tells both the 
story of one of Europe’s largest li-
braries and the astonishing world 
in which people live. Juxtaposing 
the hilarious with the tender and 
thought provoking, this is a cel-
ebration of the human condition 
as revealed through the shelves of 
the National Library.

� e rest of the weekend o� ers a 
fantastic line-up of authors, in-
cluding crime-writer Alex Gray; 
nature writer John Lister-Kaye; 
Sue Lawrence; Dr Gavin Francis; 
mountaineer, climber and editor 

of � e Scots Magazine, Robert 
Wight;   Wigtown bookseller 
Shaun Bythell; Polly Clark; Mick 
Kitson and Ron Butlin.

� is year the festival has greatly 
expanded its school events, with 
author events in Mallaig Primary 
School where all the area’s prima-
ries will be able to join in.

� is year’s winner of the 
Bookbug Picture Book Prize, 
Oban author and independent 
publisher Alan Windram, will be 
there along with OBE and win-
ner of the Scottish Book Trust’s 
Outstanding Achievement award 
� eresa Breslin, and the brilliant 
illustrator Kate Leiper who 
delighted her young audience 
there last year. At Mallaig High 
School award-winning author 
Mick Kitson and � eresa Breslin 
will also be talking to senior 
pupils, while Kate Leiper will 
be holding an art workshop. 

International prize-winning 
novelist, children’s author and 
former Edinburgh poet laureate, 
Ron Butlin will also pay a visit to 
the primary school.

� e weekend will end with 
a prize giving, rewarding the 
winners of a creative writing 
competition for primary and 
high school pupils. High school 
parents are providing an a� er-
noon tea. Donations will go to 
school projects.

To � nd out about other events 
during the weekend and get tick-
ets go to www.a-write-highland-
hoolie.com

Excitement grows as Mallaig gets 
ready for another literary hoolie!

This year’s festival kicks 
o�  on November 8 with an 
exciting array of authors 
and an expanded schools’ 
programme.
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Opportunity for 
new Gaelic writers
� e Gaelic Books Council 
and Scottish Book Trust are 
seeking two unpublished 
writers to participate in the 
Gaelic New Writers Awards 
2020.

� e annual Gaelic New 
Writers Awards develop-
ment scheme, a collabo-
ration between the two 
organisations, is now open 
for applications.

� rough this programme, 
two new Gaelic writers will 
each be awarded grants of 
£2,000 and professional 
advice regarding their work.

� e awardees will receive 
a tailored package which 
can include mentoring 
from experienced writers 
and industry professionals, 
training in PR and pres-
entation, and a week-long 
retreat at Moniack Mhòr 
Creative Writing Centre 
near Inverness. 

Now entering the 11th year 
of this successful partner-
ship, both organisations are 
keen to hear from Gaelic 
writers who have so far kept 
their talents under wraps but 

are now ready to bring their 
work to a wider audience. 

Previous recipients 
of Gaelic New Writers 
Awards include Morag Ann 
MacNeil, Niall O’Gallagher 
and Calum L MacLeod. 

Another author who 
received support through 
this programme is John D 
Urquhart, who recently won 
the prestigious 2019 Donald 
Meek Award for his collec-
tion of Gaelic poetry, Turas 
(Journey). 

� e scheme is open to un-
published Gaelic writers of 
various genres on condition 
that they are resident in 
Scotland and not in full-
time education.

Further information about 
the Gaelic New Writers 
Awards 2020 can be obtained 
from Mairi MacCuish, liter-
ature and publishing o�  cer 
at the Gaelic Books Council, 
or from the Gaelic Books 
Council’s website www.
gaelicbooks.org 

Applications must be 
received by 5pm on Friday 
November 8, 2019.

All set for Mòd's 
Final Fling
As Mòd week draws to a 
close, there are still some tre-
mendous events taking place 
on the � nal weekend.

Tickets, I believe, are selling 
very well indeed for the � nal 
� ing in the Barrowland with 
Skerryvore and Trail West 
tomorrow (Friday) evening 
with the event expected to 
sell out. 

What a night that will be 
and, of course, a similarly 
good evening will be had 
in Glasgow’s well-known 
Highland bars as people 
warm up to giving Mòd 
Ghlaschu a great send-o� .

Acts such as Beinn Lee, 
Gunna Sound, Robert Nairn, 
and Deoch ’n’ Dorus will be 
playing in various venues, 
and Park Bar revellers will 
even get a few songs from the 
legend of Donald Macrae. 
What a weekend!

Quiz in the Park 
two is Mòd special
A Mòd week special, the 

Park Bar will play host to the 
second inter-island-associa-
tion quiz night on � ursday 
evening at 7.30pm. 
Teams will include last year’s 
champions Ardnamurchan, 
challenged by the likes of 
Mull and Iona, Uist and 
Barra, Oban, the Black Isle, 
Tiree, and Islay.

Everyone is welcome so 
head along for a chance to do 
your island or your district 
proud. As before, there will 
be a ra�  e to raise money for 
the RNLI.

Care for a Cèilidh 
at the Mòd
While the Mòd is in full 
swing, some thoughtful mu-
sicians, singers and dancers 
are taking the cèilidh to those 
who cannot manage out to 
the events.

Care for a Cèilidh has been 
putting on shows around the 
hospitals of Glasgow all week 
including a performance 
from Highland dancer Rachel 
Mclaggan and clàrsach player 
Abigail Cavanagh at the 
Queen Elizabeth University 

Hospital where there are 
25,000 patients – more than 
three times the population of 
Stornoway, the native town of 
Care of a Cèilidh organiser, 
Donald MacLeod.

On another occasion, the 
hospital was treated to a 
full band in the shape of 
the Lochgoilhead Fiddle 
Workshop and a solo per-
formance from former Mòd 
Gold Medal � nalist Ruaraidh 
MacIntyre.

On the Saturday a� er the 
Mòd, Donnie is heading to 
the Beatson with South Uist 
medallist Sineag MacIntyre, 
and singer and clarsach play-
er Rachel Rutherford.

Well done to everyone 
involved in this wonderful 
scheme to take the spirit of 
the Mòd to those who might 
be in need of cheering up.

Success for 
Clydebank cèilidh
� e Clydebank Highlanders 
were delighted with the num-
bers who came to their latest 
cèilidh on Friday October 
11 and would like to pay 

thanks to Rev Fred Booth, 
Jimmy Cameron, Jean Anne 
Callander, Iain MacLean and 
Kirsty Harkins. 

� anks also to Carole 
MacLean for acting as pianist 
until Kirsteen Grant came 
back at 8.30pm. 

Robert Wood was the 
piper for the evening, so the 
committee wishes to pass on 
particular thanks to him.

What’s on around 
Glasgow

Friday October 18, 7pm: 
� e Final Fling (featuring 
Skerryvore and Trail West) in 
the Barrowland Ballroom.

Saturday October 19: 
massed choirs, 10.30am, 
from the steps of the Glasgow 
Royal Concert Hall.

Park Bar: � ursday – Benin 
Lee, Gunna Sound and 
Donald Macrae.  Friday – 
Deoch and Dorus and Gunna 
Sound. Saturday – Scott 
Harvey. Sunday – Gunna 
Sound.

Islay Inn: Friday October 
18 – Mooki. Saturday 19: J 
Clark 5.

2-night stay at the Royal Hotel or  
 Ugadale Hotel & Cottages From just  

£162* PP

machtoberfest

is back 1-31 st october

incredible golf
luxurious accomodations

live music

delicious Beer

*Hotel stay and golf rounds subject to availability. Rates include VAT and £3 nightly resort fee, and are based 
on four people sharing a two-bedroom cottage or two people sharing a hotel room.  †Vouchers are non-
transferable, have no cash value, and must be used during your stay. Offer valid 1 October - 31 October 2019. 

• Daily cooked breakfasts
• £40† food & drink voucherfor any 

of our our pubs or restaurants! 
(†£80 voucher in Cottages)

• Unlimited Golf at Mach Dunes
• Discounted Golf at Machrihanish 

Golf Club

reservations@machdunes.com
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And they called it Yellow...call to artists
� is year’s programme at An 
Tobar Gallery has included 
exhibitions by artists whose 
works have explored aspects 
of the relationship between 
humans and the environment. 

� is relationship is the 
spark behind a new exhibition 
being planned by the team at 
An Tobar.

� e world’s weather patterns 
are changing and everyone is  
becoming increasingly aware 
of this.

In 2003 artist Olufar 
Eliasson exhibited � e 
Weather Project at Tate 
Modern, in which the space 
was bathed in yellow light. 
� e summer temperatures 
in Europe that year were at a 
record high.

� is year Eliasson exhibited 
again at the Tate Modern. He 
has posted photographs on 
his website showing the � nal 
disappearance of a glacier 
in his native Iceland, the 
result of global temperature 
increase.

� e summer temperatures 
in Europe were again at a 
record high, quite a powerful 
coincidence.

� e team at An Tobar is 
using this link to the Yellow of 
the original Weather Project 
as a basis for the theme for 
this year’s An Tobar open ex-

hibition. � e theme YELLOW 
is open to free interpretation 
by the artist. 

Entries are welcomed from 
artists and cra� speople from 
Mull and Iona, Argyll and 
Bute, and previous exhibitors 
at An Tobar. 

Work in a variety of media 
is acceptable including: paint-
ing, sculpture, printmaking, 
photography, textiles, ce-
ramics, jewellery, digital and 
electronic media.

� is will be an ‘art for sale’ 
exhibition; work accepted for 
YELLOW will be exhibited in 
the galleries, shop and café at 
An Tobar.

Entry forms are available 
from the website (http://
www.comar.co.uk/whats-on/
call-artists-yellow) and from 
the café at An Tobar. 

� e exhibition will run 
from November 2-December 
21 at An Tobar in Tobermory, 
Mull.

This year's exhibition has been inspired by Icelandic artist 
Olufar Eliasson's work, The Weather Project. 

What's On
This Week

FRIDAY 18TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 11:30/12:45
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 13:45/16:15
Downton Abbey | PG 15:15
Ad Astra |12A 17:45
NT Live: The Lehman Trilogy | 12A -Encore 19:00
Joker | 15 20:30

SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 10:45
Abominable | U 11:15/13:00
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 13:30/15:45/18:00
Downton Abbey | PG 15:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:15
Joker | 15 20:30

SUNDAY 20TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 12:00/14:30
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 12:15/14:30/17:00
Downton Abbey | PG 16:45
Ad Astra |12A 19:30
Joker | 15 19:30

KIDS CLUB RELAXED SCREENING HOH SILVER SCREEN
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
AT £3 A TICKET

EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
AT £3 A TICKET

WEEKLY SCREENINGS FOR AUTISM, SPECTRUM
OR OTHER. LIGHTS DIMMED, AND SOFTER VOLUME.

ENGLISH SUBTITLES & AUDIO DESCRIBED
FOR THE HARD OF HEARING

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

WWW.OBANPHOEN IX .COM | 0163 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | SCOT T I SH CHAR I T Y NO . SC042 4 0 7

MONDAY 21ST OCTOBER
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 12:00/16:00/18:15
Abominable | U 16:00/18:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:30
Joker | 15 20:30
TUESDAY 22ND OCTOBER
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 12:00 /16:00/18:15
Abominable | U 16:00/18:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:30
Joker | 15 20:30

THURSDAY 24TH OCTOBER
Joker | 15 12:00/20:30
Downton Abbey | PG 14:30
Abominable | U 16:00
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 17:15/18:15
Ad Astra |12A 19:30

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY AND START SAVING ON TICKETS

MESSAGESby Oban Phoenix
Have a special message for someone?
Why not celebrate your loved one with a message
on screen before the film!
Contact us at cinema@obanphoenix.com for more information
Birthday | Anniversary | Announcements | Messages of all kinds

MONTHLY
MUS CALITO

SUNDAY 27TH OCTOBER AT 5PM

WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil | PG 12:00 /16:00/18:15
Abominable | U 16:00/18:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:30
Joker | 15 20:30

ASK AT THE BOX OFFICE OR VISIT
WWW.OBANPHOENIX.COM TO FIND OUT MORE!

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 167

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.

167_sf02.indd   167 19/12/2018   17:52:58

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email address to Scottish 
Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottish� eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless 
otherwise stated, is 30 November 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.
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Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh, EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 November 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

OFFERS &

213

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

WIN 
A CJ WILDLIFE GARDEN BIRD FEEDING AND CARE BUNDLE

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What species of bird is the nation’s favourite?

Attract more birds to your garden and give them the best of care with this fabulous bundle of products from CJ Wildlife. 
Hanging bird feeders are an excellent way to feed seeds, peanuts and specialist seed mixes to the more agile species 

such as blue tits, greenfinches and house sparrows whilst bird tables also attract ground feeding birds including the nation’s 
favourite, robins. CJ Wildlife feeders offer the very best in design, suitability and safety for bird feeding. Their range of bird 
foods have been created by ornithologists to provide nutrition and high energy when birds need it most. Plus adding a nest 
box will encourage birds to breed near your home and increase the success rate of future populations. 

The prize, which is worth over £300, includes an impressive Queens Bird Table at 1.75m tall, innovative Apollo Click & Go 
Seed Feeder, 10kg of best-selling Hi-Energy No Mess Seed Mix, a selection of stylish feeders and compatible foods, wooden 
nest boxes and more. Made from high quality materials for you and your birds to enjoy for many years to come.

213_sf11.indd   213 25/09/2019   17:56:51
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 17 AN An Dàmhair 
THURSDAY 17th October
13 :30 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019 : La Mor nan 
Coisirean Duthchail 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00   Gaisgich na Stoirme/ Storm Heroes (rpt)
19:30 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir an 
t-Seann Nois (Part 1)
21:00 An La - News
21.10 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir an 
t-Seann Nois (Part 1)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail 
22.50 Dhan Uisge(rpt)
23.00 Grace Harte (rpt) 
23:50  Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (highlights) 
(rpt)

DIHAOINE 18 AN An Dàmhair 
FRIDAY 18th October 
13:30 ÙR/NEW : MOD 2019: La Mor nan 
Coisirean Sgireil
17.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là - News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19:30 Cearcall (rpt)
20:00 Fionnlagh (rpt)
20:30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo S6 (rpt)
21:00  Seirm (rpt)
22:00 ÙR/NEW : MOD 2019 : Mod nan 
Coisirean
23:30 Mach a Seo (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 19 An Dàmhair / 
SATURDAY 19th October
16.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming
17.45 An Là – News 
18.00   ÙR/NEW :  Scottish Premiership – St 
Mirren v St Johnstone 
20:00 Machair (rpt)

20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20:30 Fuine S6 (rpt)
21.00 Seirm (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Nochd 
22:45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights) 
(rpt)
23:00 Scottish Premiership – St Mirren v St 
Johnstone (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 20 An Dàmhair 
SUNDAY 20th  October
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.15 An Là - News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Cearcall (rpt)
20.30 Gaisgich Oga an Darna Cogaidh (rpt)
20.55 Binneas - Na Trads (rpt)
21.00 Sar Sgeoil: Consider the Lilies (rpt)
22.00 Seirm (rpt)
23.00 Grace Harte (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DILUAIN 21 An Dàmhair
MONDAY 21st October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Innsean an Iar - Hebrides (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt) 
 
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là - News
20.30  ÙR/NEW: Vets: Gach Creutair Beo S6
21.00 Trusadh S11 – Eric R. Cregeen – 
Thachair Sruth ri Steall (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Mod na Cloinne 
23.30  Port (rpt)

 
DIMÀIRT 22 An Dàmhair 
TUESDAY 22nd October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 

programming
19.00  Gaisgich na Stoirme (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30  ÙR/NEW: Gaisgich Òga an Dàrna 
Cogaidh 
20.55  Binneas – Na Trads – (Malinky) (rpt)
21.00  Truinnsearan ar Sinnsrean (rpt)
22.00  ÙR/NEW:  MOD 2019: Mod na Cloinne 
23:30 Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 23 An Dàmhair 
WEDNESDAY 23rd October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Innsean an Iar – Hebrides (rpt)
19.30 Speaking Our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20:30 ÙR/NEW: Fuine S6 
21:00 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir a’ 
Chomuinn Ghaidhealaich 
23:20 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23:30 Mach a Seo (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 24 AN An Dàmhair 
THURSDAY 24th October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00   Gaisgich na Stoirme/ Storm Heroes (rpt)
19:30 Speaking our language (rpt)
19:55 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An La – News
20:30 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
20:55 Binnes – Na Trads (dosca) (rpt)
21.00 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir an 
t-Seann Nois (Part 1)
23.20 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23:30 Astrid: The Quay Sessions (rpt)
23:55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

Tibetan monks performed 
a whirl of colour and sacred 
devotion on Luing this week.

� e Atlantic Islands Centre 
welcomed one of its biggest 
audiences yet, drawn to it by 
the promise of an unforgetta-
ble spectacle – and it did not 
disappoint.

� e eight Tashi Lhunpo 
monks, exiled from Tibet, 
stopped o�  on Luing, 
three-quarters of the way 
round the Highland leg of the 
UK tour that has been selling 
out.

On a mission, the monks 
are fundraising for a new 
kitchen for their monastery 
a� er their patron, the Dalia 
Lama, advised them to eat 
healthily to help their studies. 
It can take up to 25 years to 
graduate to full-monk status, 
by that time 70 text books of 

scriptures have been learned 
by heart, practised through 
lively debates and hand 
gestures.

On tour, far from home 
and their monastery now in 
India’s Karnataka State, the 
monks, with their smooth-
voiced narrator Jane Rasch 
from the Tashi Lhunpo 
Monastery UK Trust, open 
a door into their sacred and 
intriguing world.

While the rich colours of 

their silk dance robes and 
brightly painted masks were 
a joy to see, there was still a 
hum of heartbreak that struck 
a solemn chord with everyone 
witness to this most moving 
performance of chanting and 
tantric music tradition.

Exiled from their holy land, 
the monks have no idea of the 
whereabouts of their Panchen 
Lama,   Tibetan Bhuddhism’s 
second-most revered leader 
a� er the Dalai Lama. Gedhun 
Choekyi Nyima has been 
missing since 1995 when he 
was just six. Campaigners 
searching for him say he was 
taken captive by the Chinese 
government making him the 
world’s youngest political 
prisoner.

� e Tashi Lhunpo monks 
tour the UK every two years, 
sharing their unique monas-
tic culture. If anyone missed 
them on Luing, it will be well 
worth the wait.

Blessed to witness Tibetan 
monks perform on Luing

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Jackie Carter-Brown was 
one those who went to a 
workshop with the monks.

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 
11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Salvation Army Hall
16 Belford Road, Fort William
Thursday 9.30am, 11.30am,
3pm, 5pm & 7pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead 
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Since Argyll & Lochaber SW 
classes opened members have lost an 
amazing 7143 stone that’s 100,002 lbs.

See what 
you can 
achieve!



�e Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 17 October 2019 LEISURE  35

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk  
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN

THURSDAY 17TH OCTOBER
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9:30am, 11:30am, 3:00pm, 5:00pm & 
7:00pm. Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall. 9:00am - 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10:00am - 12:00pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 18TH OCTOBER
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall. 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Sandra MacBeth. Open till 2:00am 
SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER
Hill Walk
Glen Nevis, Fort William. All day
Ganavan Parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban. 9:30am
Community Cafe
Salvation Army Hall. 12:00pm – 2:00pm

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Crakin' Craic. Open till 2:00am 
SUNDAY 20TH OCTOBER
Morning Service - Refreshments 
follow
Salvation Army Hall. 11:00am - 12:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 21ST OCTOBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall. 9:00am - 12:00pm 
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, Lochgilphead
5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Drumming and Music Making
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion. 6:30pm - 7:30pm
Martyn's Monday Club Mens
New Hope Kitchen. 7:00pm - 9:00pm
TUESDAY 22ND OCTOBER
Hill Walk
Loch Lochy, Fort William. All day
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm

Carers Co�ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am - 12:00pm
AA Open Session
Salvation Army Hall
12:00pm - 2:00pm
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen 
2:00pm
A1 Anon
Salvation Army Hall
7:00pm - 9:00pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen 
7:00pm - 9:00pm
WEDNESDAY 23RD OCTOBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Hope Kitchen Beach Clean
Slip opposite Sta�ord Street
10:30am - 12:00pm
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10:30am - 3:30pm

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

Blessed to witness Tibetan 
monks perform on Luing

Tashi Lhunpo monks in concert on Luing, displaying their tantric tradition.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Tobermory  Sun 20 - Tue 22 Oct
Bunessan  Fri 25 - Sat 26 Oct

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

The Lion King (PG) 118 mins   
The much-loved tale of Simba the lion cub.
20/10 at 5.30pm, 22/10 at 5.30pm, 26/10 at 2pm
Blinded by the Light (12A) 117 mins 
A joyous coming-of-age tale featuring the music of Bruce 
Springsteen. 20/10 at 8.30pm, 25/10 at 5.30pm
Eating Up Easter (8+) 75 mins
Stunning documentary about how tourism has impacted the 
traditions and environment on Easter Island. 21/10 at 5.30pm
Downton Abbey (PG) 122 mins   
The Crawleys prepare for a visit from the king and queen.
21/10 at 8.30pm, 22/10 at 2pm, 26/10 at 5.30pm
Once Upon a Time... in Hollywood (18) 161 mins 
Quentin Tarantino’s black comedy drama set in 1969 Los 
Angeles about a fading TV star. Expect violence!
22/10 at 8.30pm, 25/10 at 8.30pm
Judy (12A) 118 mins 
Renée Zellweger gives a phenomenal and Oscar-worthy 
performance as Judy Garland. 26/10 at 8.30pm
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
13.00 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

7 Damage caused by an accident (6)

8 Cool storage place (6)

9 Shellfish (4)

10 Dust (8)

11 Disease from dirty water (7)

13 Prickling (5)

15 Set (5)

17 Steel ones to protect (7)

20 Edge of ownership (8)

21 Decorated a cake (4)

22 Exhausts (4,2)

23 False (6)

Down

1 Stamina (6)

2 Unfeeling (4)

3 Girls pinafore (7)

4 Menacing look (5)

5 Uncontrolled (8)

6 Well-being (6)

12 Devotion to pleasure (8)

14 Old man's mug? (4,3)

16 Selfishness (6)

18 A network (6)

19 Baby wear (5)

21 In the direction of (4)
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Across

7 Damage caused by an accident (6)

8 Cool storage place (6)

9 Shellfish (4)

10 Dust (8)

11 Disease from dirty water (7)

13 Prickling (5)

15 Set (5)

17 Steel ones to protect (7)

20 Edge of ownership (8)

21 Decorated a cake (4)

22 Exhausts (4,2)

23 False (6)

Down

1 Stamina (6)

2 Unfeeling (4)

3 Girls pinafore (7)

4 Menacing look (5)

5 Uncontrolled (8)

6 Well-being (6)

12 Devotion to pleasure (8)

14 Old man's mug? (4,3)

16 Selfishness (6)

18 A network (6)

19 Baby wear (5)

21 In the direction of (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
LODGE LOCHEIL No 1200

Centenary Celebration 1919 - 2019
Lochaber High School. Saturday November 9

ALL BRETHREN WELCOME
Ceremony Starts 1.30pm. Meal to follow- Tickets £25

Evening Ceilidh in Banavie Lodge @ 7.30pm
All Families and Friends invited

Tickets and Info from:
Colin Pinkett 07484 627182. Leslie Gow    07919 236451

� ree years a� er releasing 
his debut CD, produced and 
engineered by triple Grammy 
award-winning Jesse Lewis, 
Scottish � ddler Ryan Young, 
accompanied by guitarist 
Jenn Butterworth, will be 
playing this year’s World 
Music Expo (WOMEX) in 
Tampere, Finland.  

Ryan, along with Jenn, is 
the only UK artist to have 
been selected to play at the 
prestigious World Music 
Exhibition on October 24.

WOMEX is the world’s lead-
ing international world music 
support and development 
project, based in Berlin. Its 
main event is an exposition 
held annually in di� erent 
locations throughout Europe.

In the last three years 
Ryan has played some of the 
biggest festivals in the UK 
and Europe, including the 
prestigious Cambridge and 
Sidmouth folk festivals. � is 
culminated in him playing at 

the highly regarded festival 
Folk at the Hall in Wales 
where, due to the audience 
reaction, he has been invited 
to play three years in a row, 
rising from the bottom of 
the bill to being scheduled to 
headline the Saturday night 
in 2020.                            

Folk at the Hall wrote: 
‘We’ve had some incredible 
acts over the last few years 
but none that have made the 
impact that Ryan Young and 

Jenn Butterworth have. � ey 
have been the talking point 
for our audience for the last 
two years. We’ve always 
booked with our heart and 
so we’re delighted to say that 
Ryan and Jenn are returning 
again next year but this time 
they will be headlining the 
Saturday evening. We can’t 
wait.’

Ryan draws heavily from his 
Scottish roots, while borrow-
ing from Irish � ddle styles, to 

bring inventive twists to old 
and forgotten tunes, which � t 
harmoniously alongside his 
original compositions. His 
unique approach to Scottish 
folk music has prompted 
descriptions of Ryan leading 
a ‘new wave’ of Scottish tra-
ditional musicians, who aim 
to bring a fresh and inventive 
approach to the genre. By 
melding styles across regions 
and ages, Ryan delivers up-
li� ing rhythmic drive, depth 
of dynamics and a bold new 
heartbeat for Scottish tradi-
tional music.

Ryan has just � nished 
recording his second album, 
which will be available 
shortly, where he attempts to 
capture the rhythm and drive 
of his exciting live act. Ryan 
takes the listener on a musi-
cal adventure, as the tempo 
moves between slow airs to 
breathtaking jigs and reels.

For more information visit 
ryanyoung.scot 

Taproot 2019, Lismore’s Music 
and Literature Festival, was 
blessed with great weather 
and wonderful performances. 

For a festival which lasted 
three days (and a bit) the pro-
gramme was packed not just 
with music, literature, � lm 
and talks, but with informa-
tive and well-attended island 
walks, and Lismore-made 
cra� s. 

� e festival ran from 
September 19-22, opening 
with Lismore Lumiere’s 
showing of Dirt Road to 
Lafayette, the � lm of James 
Kelman’s book which was a 
feature of Taproot 2017. 

Several visiting authors 
appeared, including Norman 
Bissell with his book Barnhill 
– A Novel, based on George 
Orwell’s time on the island 
of Jura. Helen Witcher,  in-
troduced her book Madame 
Scotia, Madam Scrap,  the 
story of her aunt Héloïse 
Russell-Fergusson. Gerda 
Stevenson spoke about 
Quines, a collection of odes 
to Scottish  women of all eras, 

ages and classes, all of whom 
had achieved invisibility, and 
Priscilla Morris introduced 
her novel, � e Painter of 
Bridges,  based on her fami-
ly’s experience of the Seige of 
Sarajevo in 1992. 

Music was varied. Mairi  
Campbell gave a moving and 
o� en amusing  tale of her 
adventures with Auld Lang 
Syne. Iona Sound, a trio 
from Ireland,  explored and 
interpreted folk material con-
necting Ireland, Scotland and 
Scandinavia. � e � nal concert 

was Bach o’ Beyond, in which  
Findlay Hay, on classical gui-
tar, and Mairi Campbell, on 
viola, played  Bach and more,  
� nishing with Caledonia 
which delighted the audience 
who were eager to join in.

Leslie Riddoch screened her 
� lm of the Faroes which she 
sees as a possible inspiration 
for an independent Scotland.  

Mary MacDougall and 
Bob Hay led island walks 
and  Lismore cra� ers Hazel 
MacCormick, Roxanne 
Prando and Erik Tovarrson 

o� ered a variety of handmade 
goods.  

Centrepiece of the festival 
was a ceilidh when resident 
Lismore  artists performed. 

� e ceilidh  was a preview 
of the  CD Sounds from the 
Great Garden, which the very 
talented David Maddox has 
recorded and Katy Crossan 
has assembled. It is due out 
before Christmas 2019. 

� ank went to Jennifer 
Baker and the many volun-
teers – too many to list – who 
ensured the festival’s success. 

Trad � ddler Ryan Young to Play WOMEX

Top year for Lismore’s Taproot festival 2019

Ryan Young will 
play this year’s 
World Music 
Expo (WOMEX) 
in Tampere, 
Finland on 
October 24. 
Ryan, along 
with Jenn, is the 
only UK artist 
to have been 
selected to play 
at the prestig-
ious event. 

Norman 
Bissell gave 
a talk on 
his book, 
Barnhill, 
based on 
George 
Orwell’s 
time on the 
Isle of Jura.
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� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 October 201938 FARMING  

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range 
in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full 
details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk

†Important Information. Business users only. Rental amounts shown are for an Isuzu D-Max Yukon Double Cab Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, 
excluding special paint finish. Excess mileage charge 10.4p + VAT at 20%. Contract based on 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained. Vehicle must be returned in a good 
condition to avoid further charges. Provided by Lex Autolease Ltd trading as Isuzu Contract Hire, Heathside Park, Heathside Park Road, Stockport SK3 0RB. Available at 
participating dealers only. Excludes motability and fleet sales, not available in conjunction with any other o¥ers or with BASC, NGO or NFU member discounts. Available 
until 30.09.2019. Finance options available at participating dealers, subject to status. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 miles/5 year (whichever 
comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE
23 MONTHLY RENTALS OF £199.00 +VAT. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE OF 10.4p +VAT PER MILE 
AND RETURN CONDITIONS APPLY. VAT PAYABLE AT 20%. PROVIDED BY ISUZU CONTRACT HIRE.

INITIAL RENTAL 
£1,791.00 +VAT

ISUZU D-MAX YUKON DOUBLE CAB FROM ONLY

£199 †

PER 
MONTH 
+ VAT

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX YUKON
AVAILABLE ON TWO YEAR BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE

TWO MISS
TWO GOOD

Yukon Model pictured (inc. optional special paint finish) from £212.89 a month +VAT plus Initial Rental in advance of £1,916.01 +VAT.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

Hill North 
Country Cheviot 

rams for sale 
and hire. 
Telephone 

N Robertson 
07768 506826

Roup at Croft 5 
Bohuntin,

 RJ Campbell.
Details next week 

subject to movement
restrictions on livestock 

by Gordon & Gregor.

A Breath of fresh air - 
Ventilation made simple
Winter housing brings with it problems - most 
common of which are pneumonia and reduced 
feed intakes, which can be caused by many things.
These workshops will address the important areas 
which farmers should be aware of when housing 
livestock, primarily ventilation and air � ow.
Wed 23rd Oct -  Killinochonoch Farm, 
Kilmichael Glassary, Lochgilphead PA31 8QF
Thurs 24th Oct -  Lerrocks (Red Kite Centre), 
Argaty, Doune FK16 6EJ
Both meetings will run from 11am til 3pm with lunch provided

To book your place please contact www.fas.scot 
or call 01586 552502 for Campbeltown meeting or 
01786 450964 for Stirling meeting

Around the markets
Oban – United Auctions on Tuesday 
October 8 sold 1,784 lambs and sheep 
at Oban Livestock Centre. All classes 
sold well and to a good following of 
buyers. 
Leading prices:
Lambs: Su� X - £58.00, No3 
Killean; £53.00, Balnagown. BeltX 
– £53.50, Aird Farm. TexX – £53.00, 
Glenshellach; £51.00, Balnagown. 
ChevX - £53.00, Barndromin; £47.00, 
Ardchiavaig; £45.50, 4 Glenaros. Cross 
- £63.00, � e Dell; £53.50, Aird Farm; 
£50.00, � e Homestead. Mule - £49.00, 
Glenshellach; £48.00, Ardachy; £41.50, 
Fiart. Hamp - £38.00, Lochdon Head 
Cro� . BF - £47.00, Tyree; £45.00, Fiart; 
£41.50, Aird Farm.
Ewes: Su� X - £50.00, Balnagown. 
TexX - £45.50, Achnacone; £45.00, 
� e Dell. Chev - £62.00, Kengharair; 
£58.00, Baligarve; £57.00, Scoor Farm; 
£57.00, � e Glebe. Cross:£55.00 – 
Kengharair; £48.00, Aird Farm; £45.00, 
Scoor Farm. Mule: £58.00, New� eld; 
£55.00, Balnagown; £55.00, Balnagown 
Cro� ; £54.00, No3 Killean. BF: £47.00, 
Kengharair; £42.00, Kengharair; 
£38.00, Barndromin.

Fort William – Dingwall and Highland 
Marts Ltd on � ursday October 10 sold 
1,283 store sheep of all classes.
Lambs (797) sold to £57 gross (twice) 
for a pair of crosses and a Blackface 
from Insh Farm, Spean Bridge.
Ewes (428) sold to £59 gross for a cross 
from Ardtornish Farms, Morven. 
Feeding sheep (58) sold to £46 gross for 
cross wedders from Monessie Farm, 
Roy Bridge.
Other leading prices per head:
Store lambs: Cross – Ockle, 
Achteny, £54.50, Ardtornish Farms, 
£50.50, Dalreoch, Roy Bridge, £46; 
BeltX – Loch Treig, Inverlochy, £49; 
BF – Ardtornish Farms and Ockle, £43, 
Callart Farm, Onich, £42, 5 Treslaig, 
Fort William, £40.50; Chev – 2 
Arderry, Strontian and Glen� ntaig 
Estate, Spean Bridge, £43, Brae Eynort, 
Carbost, £40, 6 Easter Mandally, 
Invergarry, £37.50.
Ewes: Cross – Dalreoch, £51, 
Ardtornish Farms, £48.50, Erracht 
Farm, Banavie, £42; Mule – Ardtornish 

Farms, £47; Chev – Annbank, 
Acharacle, £46, 2 Arderry, £44, 
Glen� ntaig Estate, £40; BF – 5 Treslaig 
and Laggan Ulva, Isle of Mull, £38, 
Ardtornish, £37.50, 19 Blarmacfoldach, 
Fort William, £35.

Dalmally – United Auctions on Friday 
October 11 sold 958 suckled calves. 
An excellent show of quality bred 
suckled calves was presented to a large 
following of regular buyers.
Bullocks (569) - averaged £609.15 
(-£9.84) to £1,030.00 for a 558kg BRBx 
from Dunans and 219.04p (-11.46p) 
to 284.1p for a 264kg LIMx from Dall 
Farm. Heifers (389) – averaged £547.16 
(-£5.43) to £935.00 or a 518kg LIMx 
from Dunans and 211.65p (-11.26p) to 
272.3p for a 202kg SIMx from Auch 
Estate. Show results: Autumn-born 
bullock – Tombuie. Autumn-born 
heifer – Lephinkill. Spring-born 
bullock – 1 Dall Farm, 2  Tombuie, 3 
Duntuim. Spring-born heifer – 1 Dall 
Farm. Champion – Lephinkill. Res 
Champion – Dall Farm.
Leading prices per head:
Bullocks – AAx - £640(2), Poltalloch; 
£620(4), Craig Farm; £620, 
Ballymeanach. BSx - £750, £730(2), 
£665, £660(2), Tiretigan; £635(2), 
Machrins; £610, Kiloran. BRBx - 
£1,030, Dunans. BAx - £790, £740(2), 
Tom Na Coille. CHx - £1,010, £950(3), 
Dunans; £940(2), £920, Bragleenmore; 
£910(2), Dunans; £900(2), 
Bragleenmore; £900(2), Dunans; £880, 
Musdale; £880(2), Tiraghoil; £860(3), 
Bragleenmore; £810, 16 Carnoch. 
LIMx - £1,010, Feringa Farming; 
£925, Ardchatten; £890, Barguillean; 
£890, £880(3), Craignafeoch; £850(2), 
£840, Barguillean; £840(2), 16 
Carnoch; £840(2), Craignafeoch. 
LRx - £635, Garvie. SALx - £705(3), 
Machrins; £670(6), Otter Estate; £645, 
Dunans; £645(2), £635(3), Machrins. 
SIMx - £920, £900 – Tom Na Coille; 
£885, Tombuie; £885, Tiraghoil; £830, 
Tombuie; £820, Arileod; £795, Dunans; 
£760, Musdale; £740, Barguillean; £730, 
Ballymeanach; £720(4), Barguillean; 
£710, Tiraghoil; SHx - £710(2), £690(2), 
Bragleenmore.
Heifers – AAx - £670, Blairmore; 

£630(2), Craig Farm. BSx - £750, 
Barnakill. BAx - £700, £680, 
£620, Tom Na Coille; CHx - £910, 
Lephinkill; £840, 16 Carnoch; £790, 
£760(7), Bragleenmore; £760(3), 
Tiraghoil; £750(2), Barnakill; £750(2), 
Bragleenmore; £740, Dunans. LIMx 
- £935, Dunans; £890, Tom Na Coille; 
£830(3), Ardchatten; £820, 16 Carnoch; 
£750, Barnakill; £720, Tom Na Coille; 
£710, Caolis Coll; £700, Ardchatten; 
£700, Feringa Farming. SALx - £550(3), 
Machrins. SIMx - £760, Ballyeanach; 
£735(2), Tombuie; £690, Tigh Na 
Croit; £660(2), Auch Estate; £660(2), 
Duntuim.
Leading prices per kilo:
Bullocks – AAx – 255p(5), 237p(4), 
Scotstown; 236p(5), Blairmore: 
231p, Ballyeanach. BSx – 256p(2), 
Machrins; 243p(7), 234p(5), 
Balnahard; 230p(2), Scallasaig. 
CHx – 263p(3), Tullochmhor; 252p(12), 
Dunans; 246p(3), Bragleenmore; 
243p(7), Ederline Estate; 238p(7), 
South Ardittie; 236p(5), Musdale. 
GAx – 226p, High Balantyre. 
LIMx – 284p, Dall Farm; 267p(3), 
Feringa Farming; 258p(4), Duncroisk; 
257p(3), Glenshellach; 252p(2), Feringa 
Farming; 248p(2), Lochuisge; 247p(4), 
246p(2), Kiloran Farmers; 243p(7), 
Dall Farm; 243p(2), Kilmalieu; 240p(6), 
Lochuisge; 237p, Muckairn; 236p(2), 
Glenshellach; 236p(3), Dall Farm. SALx 
– 259p(2), Brenchoille; 256p(3), 251p(3), 
Machrins; 247p(2), Brenchoille. 
SIMx – 264p(2), Dall Farm; 246p, 
Kiloran Farmers; 243p(7), Old Manse 
Farm; 241p(2), Ballymeanach; 236p, 
Blairmore; 236p, Duncroisk; 236p, 
Craigmore. SHx – 224p, Blackmount.
Heifers – AAx – 249p(6), Scotstown; 
249p(5), Blairmore. BRBx – 224p, 
Blairmore. CHx – 244p(3), 
Tullochmhor; 235p(8), 234p(6), 
Ederline Estate. LIMx – 269p, 258p(3), 
Auch Estate; 249p(2), Muckairn; 247p, 
Caolis Coll; 244p, 240p, Muckairn; 
234p, Lochuisge; 233p(2), Tom 
Na Coille; 232p, Dall Farm; 232p, 
Craigmore; 232p, Dall Farm. SALx – 
229p(2), High Balantyre. SIMx – 272p, 
Auch Estate; 247p(2), Old Manse Farm; 
241p(2), Auch Estate; 236p(5), Old 
Manse Farm; 233p(2), Duntuim.

Top sellers at Highland Cattle Society show

Karen and Michael Macgregor, Port an Aiseig, Glenborrodale, Acharacle, with their 
three-year-old heifer Anna of Eilean Mor selling for 8,000 gns. Photographs: Kevin McGlynn

Top for Queenie and Jon Strickland, Cladich, heifer 
calf Lady Jane Stuart 2nd of Cladich selling for 
2,000 gns with stock manager Stuart Campbell.
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We have a rare and exciting opportunity for 
the right person to join our team in a senior 
sales management role.
Based in Oban, the succesful candidate will report directly to our MD 
and will be expected to lead our experienced  sales team to achieve 
realistic revenue targets both in print and online. They will also be 
expected to use their sales experience to deliver their own individual 
revenue target.

You will be working with highly recognisable  and trusted brands 
including the Oban Times, Scotlands second highest selling weekly 
newspaper. 

The right person for the job will have considerable sales experience, 
ideally within a media or digital background. They will have a 
track record of delivering results both from a personal and team 
perspective. They will be confident, articulate and target driven and 
above all they will be able to motivate and inspire their team.

In return, we offer an excellent salary, company car (you will require 
a full driving licence) and the chance to work in one of the most 
beautiful locations in Scotland.

If this sounds like you and you are up for the challenge 
send your CV and current salary to Nicky Murphy, 
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk.

Advertising Sales Manager
Why work with us?
• £150 million turnover
• 650 + staff (continually growing)
• We sell to over 26 countries around the world
• We are an internationally recognised pioneer in Aquaculture
• Sustainability is at the core of all our activities

The Scottish Salmon Company produces Scotland’s Finest Sea Loch Fresh Salmon with Pride 
and Passion.

With our head office in Scotland’s capital, Edinburgh, we breed, rear and process superior 
salmon exclusively in the pristine waters of the Scottish Western Highlands and Islands. Our 
customers appreciate our product quality, service excellence and provenance guarantee. 
We are also the proud recipients of multiple industry awards recognizing our commitment to 
Scotland, our industry and staff.

We are always looking for ambitious and motivated individuals to join our passionate team so if 
you want to test yourself in a challenging workplace, look no further…

Due to significant growth within our company, we are looking to recruit a number of various 
roles across the Torridon area.

Posts available:
• Marine Operative - Ardgadden, Stronachullin
• Marine Operatives - Mull

Skills/Experience:
• Team player – experience of working co-operatively within a small team
• Interest in Aquaculture & Maintaining the highest levels of fish welfare and animal husbandry
• Able to demonstrate good numeric and IT skills
• Ability to work weekend rotas and flexible hours as workload dictates 
   (Freshwater & Marine Roles)

In return we offer over 15 employee benefits, including:
• Incentive Bonus
• Competitive salary package
• Market leading pension scheme
• Cycle to work scheme
• Retail discount scheme
• Employee assistance program
• Relocation support
• Critical Illness Cover – also for Spouse and Partner
• Occupational Health Service
• Professional Development Opportunities

How to Apply:
Please send your CV and Cover Letter to workwithus@scottishsalmon.com

Closing Date:
Tuesday 5th November 2019

You can also check out our current vacancies on our website www.scottishsalmon.com

RECRUITMENT
Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

The Campbeltown Courier has an opportunity 
for a bright, passionate and hungry reporter to 
join our busy team.
The person we are looking for will ideally have passed their NCTJ Prelims, 
including shorthand, be multi-media literate, and unafraid of hard work.

They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, understand 
the importance of fostering great contacts and knowing their patch, and 
be capable of working on their own initiative as well as part of a team.

They should also hold a full driving licence. As well as writing for the 
newspaper, they will be expected to take occasional pictures on the 
job, as well as contribute to our social media channels. In return for all 
this we offer a competitive salary, great experience and training, as well 
as an enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus 
a covering letter and some examples of your work to 
Susan Windram: swindram@obantimes.co.uk
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Assistant Farm Manager
Scalpay Salary £29,355 to £32,027 per annum

Are you a highly motivated individual looking to expand your career? 
We have an exciting opportunity to work at the Company’s seawater site 
in Scalpay. This is a new site with 12x120m pens fed from an Gael Force 
barge, planned to stock early 2020. If you are ambitious and motivated 
and want to work with a likeminded team, then this is the role for you. 
This post is offered on a full time, permanent basis. The successful 
candidate will be required to work a minimum of 40 hours per week.

About the job
This role is a crucial part of the operations process and ensures that 
the best management of our salmon is undertaken. We need our team 
to strive for continuous improvement and deliver on all aspects of farm 
work to keep the team on track and performing well. The job includes, 
but it not limited to:
• Deputising in the absence of the Farm Manager
• Responsible for all aspects of farm operations
• Maintaining the highest standards in fish husbandry and welfare
• Leading on feeding, control and inspection of fish
• Maintaining reliable data records
• General farm tasks to keep the whole operation running

Ideal candidate
The ideal candidates will already be an experienced Assistant Farm 
Manager, or a Farm Technician looking to further their career. They will 
be willing to expand their understanding and work hard on the job.
• Previous salmon farming experience is essential
• Good fish husbandry
• Flexible approach to working to meet the demands of the job
• A positive attitude and willingness to learn
• Ability to understand the aims of the site and to support the rest of the 
team to achieve these
• Respect for the need for safe working practices
• Drivers licence is essential. No driving licence? We can help you with 
the cost of lessons.

What does Mowi offer?

In return for your effort, you will be part of the team in a constantly 
expanding industry. 

We offer:
• An attractive salary, with pension plan and bonus scheme
• Structured training plan with a range of development opportunities
• Occupational health support

We welcome enquiries from everyone and value diversity in our 
workforce. We are willing to consider flexible working arrangements 
and are an Equal Opportunities employer. To apply for this vacancy, 
you must be eligible to work in the UK.

If you wish to apply, please upload your Covering Letter and CV to our 
website www.mowi.com/people by Monday 21st October 2019.

Farm Manager
North Shore, Erisort £38,000 to £53,000 per annum

Are you a highly motivated individual looking to expand your career? We 
have an exciting opportunity at the Company’s Seawater site at North 
Shore, Erisort on the Isle of Lewis. The farm currently has a consent of 
4,050t and consists of 17 x 120m pens. 
If you are ambitious and motivated and want to work with a likeminded 
team, then this is the role for you. This post is offered on a full time, 
permanent basis. The successful candidate will be required to work a 
minimum of 40 hours per week.

About the job
The farm manager role is a crucial part of the operations process and 
business, and ensures that the best management of our salmon is 
undertaken. We need our managers to strive for continuous improvement 
and deliver on all aspects of farm work to keep the team on track and 
performing well. The job includes, but is not limited to:
• Accountability for the safe and successful operation of your farm
• Effectively manage a production team
• Responsible for all aspects of farm operations
• Maintaining the highest standards in fish husbandry and welfare
• Leading on feeding, control and inspection of fish
• Maintaining reliable data records
• Budget control and management
Ideal candidates
The ideal candidate will already be an experienced farm manager, or an 
assistant manager looking to further their career. They will be willing to 
expand their understanding and work hard on the job.
• Previous salmon farming experience is essential
• People management experience
• Extensive fish husbandry, biology and welfare experience
• Flexible approach to working to meet the demands of the job
• A positive attitude and willingness to learn
• Ability to understand the aims of the site and to support the rest of the 
team to achieve these
• Respect for the need for safe working practices
• High degree of computer literacy
• Drivers licence is essential

What does Mowi offer?
In return for your effort, you will be part of the team in a constantly 
expanding industry. 
We offer:
• An attractive salary, with pension plan and bonus scheme
• Accommodation available, if necessary
• Structured training plan with a range of development opportunities
• Occupational health support

We welcome enquiries from everyone and value diversity in our 
workforce. We are willing to consider flexible working arrangements 
and are an Equal Opportunities employer. To apply for this vacancy, 
you must be eligible to work in the UK.
If you wish to apply, please upload your Covering Letter and CV to our 
website www.mowi.com.

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 
Senior Carer - £10.05 - £10.67 per hour

Care assistant – from £9.00 per hour
Cook - £11.36 per hour

Housekeeping staff - £8.21 per hour
Full and part-time permanent positions. Good pay 

and conditions. Experience not essential as training 
will be given. Paid breaks and pension scheme.

Salary increases under review.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org
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JOINERS 
We require Joiners to join our busy teams 
across Argyll & The Isles. Positions are Full 
Time and available for immediate start.  Posts 
also suitable to Sub-Contractors.  

Please send CV/info to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 
01546 602989 for further information.

PMG Engineering Services are looking for a 
full time workshop supervisor for 

Campbeltown depot.

PMG Engineering Services is a rapidly growing 
successful local company currently supplying 
skilled tradesmen, parts and servicing to the 
local area, Mid Argyll and the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

Must have a minimum qualification level 3 
on plant machinery. Very competitive wage, 
company vehicle and fuel provided. 

Hourly rate dependent on experience.

Please send all CVs to Peter Macgregor 
info@pmg-services.com
Tel : 07766513585

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd 
your next job in the perfect location.

Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein 
or provides for the delivery of advertising ma-
terials to the public within these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.

3 The Publisher reserves the right to cancel 
or alter the advertisement by giving reason-
able notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must 
be received by the Publisher before the pub-
lishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in 
full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it 
is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss 

or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in 
which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may 
be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjust-
ment will be made where the error, misprint 
or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at 
a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily 
basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  
In addition the Publisher may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  
In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an additional invoice for 
the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Reference Number

19/04333/FUL

19/04388/FUL

19/04280/FUL

19/03432/TPNO

19/04416/FUL

19/03882/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal.   

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house

Erection of house

Amendment to 18/02027/FUL - Amended 
house position

Installation of 12m high smart meter mast 
and ancillary development

Erection of replacement house

Siting of 3 camping pods

Land 85M West Of Crossroads 
Cottage, Crossroads, Spean Bridge

Land 25M North Of Sunnara
Camaghael, Fort William

Land 150M North East Of
Arisaig Hotel

Kilchoan Community Centre
Pier Road, Kilchoan, Acharacle

Seaview, Kinlocheil, Fort William

Glencoe Youth Hostel
Glencoe, Ballachulish

PU
BLIC

 N
O

TICES
CROFTING 

COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS

J Cutlack
3 Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore
0.148 ha – Proposed New 
Development
101018

J Cutlack
3 Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore
0.111 ha – Proposed New 
Development
101019

MA Kingswood
SB Kingswood
Achnaskiach, Arisaig & 
Moidart
0.230 ha - Existing House 
Site
101084

Written comments from 
any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the croft 
and any expressions 
of demand for the croft 
(which may be made 
public), may be sent to 
the Crofting Commission 
by 15/11/19. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW – 
info@crofting.gov.scot

Our privacy notice is 
available at 
www.crofting.scotland.
gov.uk/privacy-policy or 
on request.

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

DM Colthart
4 Ardconnel, Kilmore & 
Kilbride
99598
0.190 ha
Reason – Proposed new 
development
Condition – With fencing & 
use conditions

IJ Campbell
8, 9, 10 & 11 Anaheilt
99960
0.150 ha
Reason – Existing house 
site
Condition – With fencing 
conditions

I MacEachen
2 Toigal
100647
0.0094 ha
Reason – Existing house 
site
No Conditions

Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk 

Proposed Division 
of a Croft by Owner-

Occupier

David and Christina 
Southcott are applying to 
divide the owner-occupied 
croft at 9, Tighphuirt, 
Lismore and Appin into 
two new crofts.

Written comments 
from those with a 
relevant interest (which 
may be made public)
to: Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, 
IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
gov.scot within 28 days 
from the date of the advert.

First Registration of a Croft

Steven Turner and Julie 
Turner have registered their 
crofts Upper Kinchreckine 
& Kinchreckine, Glenorchy 
& Innishail on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registrations 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by June 23, 
2020.
Details of the registrations 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration numbers are 
C6374 & C6373.

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below may be inspected between 
09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal 
Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local Customer Service Point and 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/01786/PP Alterations to form covered 

terrace
The View, 40 George 
Street, Oban, Argyll 
And Bute, PA34 5SB

19/01785/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
with associated car parking 
and landscaping

Dungallan House 
Hotel, Gallanach 
Road, Oban, Argyll 
And Bute, PA34 4PD

19/02062/PP Creation of new access 
(including closure of existing 
access) and formation of beer 
garden

The Taynuilt Inn, 
Taynuilt, Argyll And 
Bute, PA35 1JN

19/01934/PP Change of use of agricultural 
land to form extension to 
existing car park incorporating 
formation of hardstanding 
and widening/improvement of 
existing access (part 
retrospective)

Land North East Of 
Kilchurn Castle, 
Dalmally, Argyll And 
Bute 

19/01987/PP Extension to dwellinghouse to 
form self catering 
accommodation and car port

Laich House, Appin, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA38 4DD

19/01981/LIB Installation of window vinyl 70 George Street, 
Oban, Argyll And 
Bute, PA34 5NN

19/02011/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land West Of Park 
Cottage, Pennycross, 
Pennyghael, Isle Of 
Mull, Argyll And 
Bute

19/01560/PP Erection of replacement 
dwellinghouse and siting of 
temporary residential caravan

Vacant Site, 
Formerly An 
Gleannan, North 
Connel, Oban, Argyll 
And Bute 

19/02002/PP Erection of replacement jetty 
(retrospective)

Amulree, Kilchrenan, 
Taynuilt, Argyll And 
Bute, PA35 1HF

19/01745/PP Removal of existing static 
caravan, erection of new 
accommodation building, 
replacement laundry building, 
retaining wall and fencing/
gates, installation of bridge 
access and external steps, 
ground re-grading works and 
alterations to car parking 
arrangements

Bellachroy Hotel, 
Dervaig, Isle Of 
Mull, Argyll And 
Bute, PA75 6QW

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED)
Submission of a masterplan in respect of Potential Development 
Area (PDA) 5/152 as identified in the Argyll and Bute Local 
Development Plan. Requirement within this PDA for low 
density housing.
Notice is hereby given that MACARC Architecture and Planning 
has submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in respect 
of Potential Development Area PDA 5/152 of the Argyll and Bute 
Local Development Plan 2015 relating to Housing development.
A copy of the Masterplan (reference 19/02052/MPLAN) may be 
inspected Monday to Friday during normal opening times at Area 
Office, Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban, or by logging on 
the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on 
Online Planning Applications during the period of 28 days 
beginning with the date of this notice.
Any person who wishes to make representation to the Council 
about the Masterplan should make them in writing to Planning, 
Housing and Regulatory Services, Area Office, Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW before the 
14th November 2019.
To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER SCHEME
Forestry and Land Scotland wishes to notify 
Community and Environmental groups that it is 
proposing sale of the following property:

Type of Property: open land & woodland

Name: field at Appin 

Area: approx 1.49 ha. 

Grid reference: NM 932 496 

Location: Appin 

Enquiries to Forestry and Land Scotland at  
fls.communities@forestryandland.gov.scot or see 
our website for more information on the 
Community Asset Transfer Scheme. 

forestryandland.gov.scot
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NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 4x4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia , Ford etc and all 4x4 

pickups. Older models and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Tel: 01369 706206/07765 035271

ABILIZE KONDOR CABIN SCOOTER

£4200 OVNO

All weather, all terrain mobility scooter unused, in 
brand new condition. Manufacturer’s plastic seat 
covering still in place. The durable cover is rust and 
water-proof, with removable side panels to keep the 
air � owing on sunnier days. USB port dashboard as 
well as controls for the cabin’s windscreen wipers 
and heater. Pneumatic tyres, full lighting kit, 
high-low speed switch and electro-mechanical 
brakes.  This 8mph scooter delivers up to 27 miles 
of uninterrupted travel with a maximum load of 
31st 7lbs.  
Delivery from Dunoon to anywhere in Argyll 
included in sale price. 

Tel: 07759 054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, 

other models also considered.



Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection all 
types of of 4x4 vehicles double cab and single cabs 

pickups shogun landrover defenders Isuzu Landcruiser 
Navara l200 Toyota Hilux discovery any vehicle 

considered old or new any condition running or not 
high miles rotten chassis over heating top price paid 
without any hassle we also buy motorhomes touring 

caravans and commercial vans and trucks.

Telephone: 07708 741103

2014 VAUXHALL CORSA VXR
1.6 turbo, petrol, 
1 owner from new
31,330 miles 
Full service history 
(all Vauxhall stamps) 
New tyres, discs & pads all round
MOT valid until 9/9/2020 
No advisories last MOT 
2 keys 
Well looked after car

£7000

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the 
age or condition we can make a cash o� er. Young or 

old, all makes and models, engine problems, farm used, 
accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

The Oban Times & Lochaber Times
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Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravansand motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

Phone evening 01631 770647 or 0778 6684891

BOAT, TRAILER AND ENGINE

£2100 
NO VAT

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover 
Toyota, Nissan etc... We also buy 

MOT failures and accident damage 
vehicles. Anything considered.

WANTED



VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

REG                  MODEL                        COLOUR  MILEAGE    PRICE REG                     MODEL                    COLOUR   MILEAGE  PRICE

RANGE OF LOWER PRICED CARS    RENAULT CLIO   RENAULT SCENIC   HONDA CIVIC

18  Dacia Logan Estate TCE white 5,000   £8,950

67  Renault Twingo SCE 1 litre white 8,700 £6,950

66  Peugeot 208 GT Line Hdi red 14,000  £9,750

66  Fiat Punto Popular Plus white 8,500  £6,950

66  Dacia Sandero DC1 silver 15,000 £8,500

66  Dacia Stepway Ambience white  23,000 £6,850

66  Renault Kadjar Dyn S0Nav, Dci black 32,000 £10,950

66  Renault Captur Dyn S-Nav Dci blue 19,000 £9,250

15  Dacia Duster 4x2 Laureate Dci blue 41,000 £8,250

15  Peugeot 3008 Hdi Allure grey 42,000 £8,650

64  Renault Clio Dynamique Tce red 16,000 £7,500

64  Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 SE 5-door blue 39,000 £5,650

64  Renault Captur Dci Laureate, S-Nav Auto cream/black 33,000 £9,250

64  Renault Scenic Dci Xmode blue 45,000 £6,950

64  Dacia Duster Laureate Dci 4x4 silver 43,000 £7,500

63  Dacia Logan Estate Car Dci beige 25,000 £5,650

62  BMW Series SPH 1.6 black 48,000 £7,950

60  Citreon Picasso Hdi blue 80,000 £3,500

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealerWD Semple

STARTING FROM ONLY £20,595
The Renault Kadjar

New KADJAR
SUV by Renault

8.9
out of 10 Read 71 reviews

THE ADVENTURE begins here 
EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME WITH THE RENAULT KADJAR,
a small SUV that’ll turn any trip into an adventure, whether on road or off. 

The Renault Captur
STARTING FROM ONLY £13,615
The Renault Clio

STARTING FROM ONLY £15,795
OR £199 per month* OR £199 per month £199 Deposit* OR £169 per month £199 Deposit*

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

FROM £199
PER MONTH*
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www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

in partnership with

 T: 01782 255000 w: thehanley.co.uk

Self-build
Mortgage
Experts SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL   ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTY

Fort William High Street - 
Retail/Offi ce space to let

Flexible retail & offi ce space on 
High Street with shop frontage up to 

500 Sq Feet
Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

Flexible offi ce space to let – Oban
Shortly Available   2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc

Lease direct from Landlord
Close to amenities

Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES
CAST IRON UMBRELLA 
STAND - Charles Bentley cast 
iron base for garden umbrel-
las, round, sadly neglected, 
unused for years. Photo can 
be emailed. Campbeltown, 
£20.00 Telephone 01586 
554537
WEIGHING SCALES, HEAVY 
- 2 sets of old fashioned 
weighing scales, well rusted, 
been in shed for years. Could 
be painted as ornamen-
tal. Campbeltown, £15.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
MODEL PLANES - Collection 
of 4 model WW2 aircraft 
planes, new, in unopened 
boxes, “WILDCAT, HELLCAT, 
SOVIET MiG-3, SPITFIRE 
MK 5, Ideal gifts, ex. condi-
tion, Campbeltown, £15.00 
Telephone 01586 554537
OLD CAMPBELTOWN 
GLOSSY PRINT - by 
MacKinnon, 1886, view of 
old Main Street, Excellent 
Condition. 16”x12”, suitable 
for framing. Campbeltown, 
£20.00 Telephone 01586 
554537

SINGLE RED DEER ANTLER 
- Single branch red deer 
antler , 16” long, excellent 
condition, Campbeltown, 
£10.00 Telephone 01586 
554537
RED DEER SINGLE ANTLER 
- Single branch red deer 
antler, 17” long, excellent 
condition, Campbeltown, 
£10.00 Telephone 01586 
554537

BOOKS
FLY FISHING - Fly � shing 
for salmon and sea trout, 
by Arthur Oglesby, hard-
back, 1986, vintage col-
lectible. Excellent condi-
tion. Campbeltown, £10.00 
Telephone 01586 554537

BUILDING / DIY
WALL TILE ADHESIVE - 2 x 15 
litre buckets, hardly used, 
free to collect, Tayinloan, 
Argyll, Telephone 07810 
810818
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS - for older houses, or-
nate Victorian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes and col-
our, £40.00 Telephone 01631 
564578

CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES
HANDED KNITTED HARRIS 
WOOL SOCKS - £5.00 per 
pair postage extra. Mrs C A 
MacKay, 17 Achmore, Isle of 
Lewis, HS2 9DU.
JEFF BANKS NEW SUIT 
JACKET 40" - Brand new with 
tags, Je�  Banks suit jacket, 
navy, size 40” chest. Excellent 
condition. Campbeltown, 
£15.00 Telephone 01586 
554537

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES
SMALL FREEZER - Wanted 
- under worktop 3 draw-
er freezer for garage - 
Lochgilphead area will col-
lect, £0.00 Telephone 07766 
991987

DOMESTIC PETS
GERMAN WIREHAIRED 
POINTER PUPS - Excellent 
workers or pets to an active 
home. 10 weeks old. 4 males 
available, £600.00 Telephone 
07511 956016

As dark nights draw in and tem-
peratures start to drop, homes 
across the West Highlands will 
start to show the tell-tale signs of 
condensation.

It is especially noticeable in au-
tumn – so much so that it’s a time 
of year o� en referred to as the 
start of the ‘condensation season’.

National trade body the Proper-
ty Care Association has a range of 
information to help homeowners 
understand more about the issue.

� is includes a free online 
guide, Condensation in your 
Property, available at www.
property-care.org/Homeowners.
Damp_Control.Condensation.
asp which includes a variety of 
useful tips, including using pan 
lids when cooking, avoiding 
drying laundry on radiators and 
even running cold water in the 
bath before adding hot water – a 
process which can reduce the 
steam which leads to condensa-
tion by up to 90 per cent.

Dave Cook is the chairman of 
the Property Care Association’s 
Residential Ventilation Group, 
which brings together expertise 
from across the UK to � nd the 
best way to tackle moisture levels 
in buildings.

Dave said: ‘� e most common 

form of unwanted dampness in 
buildings is water from the air 
that forms as condensation.

‘� e air in buildings can have a 
high level of relative humidity due 
to the activity of the occupants, 
such as cooking, drying clothes 
and even breathing.

‘When this water-laden air 
comes into contact with cold sur-
faces such as windows and cold 
walls it can condense, causing 
water to be deposited.

‘� e point at which the water 
held in the air changes from 
vapour to liquid is known as the 
dew point.

‘� ere’s no doubt that in recent 
years our members have seen 
more and more cases of high 
moisture levels in properties, 
which in turn can lead to conden-
sation issues.

‘� ere are a range of reasons for 
this, including increased levels of 
occupation and rising fuel costs, 
as well as a drive to make homes 
more energy e�  cient.

‘E� orts to reduce air leakage 
through draught proo� ng and 
retro� t insulation, as well as the 
changing climate patterns, fea-
turing warmer, wetter weather, 
are also of signi� cance.’

According to national trade 

body the Property Care Asso-
ciation, it’s a matter that can be 
managed.

Dave added: ‘For the vast 
majority of people, it’s a problem 
that can be addressed with a few 
lifestyle changes.

‘But there are situations where 
it can a� ect the liveability of 
a home, particularly in more 
serious cases where damp can 
take hold.

‘Usually one of the most e� ec-
tive ways to tackle the issue e� ec-
tively in this type of environment 
is to ensure homes are properly 
ventilated.

‘However, that needs to be 
considered on an individual 
case by case basis to get the right 
outcome.

‘In these situations, a member of 
the PCA can ensure all the factors 
which can a� ect moisture levels, 
such as the building construc-
tion, style of occupation, heating, 
thermal performance of walls 
and � oors and the provision of air 
exchange, can be considered and 
the best solution proposed.’

More details about the PCA’s 
Residential Ventilation Group 
can be found at www.proper-
ty-care.org/homeowners/domes-
tic-air-quality-and-ventilation/

Trade body advice to tackle condensation season
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MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

secure document 
& data destruction

BLINDSDIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

REMOVAL & STORAGE

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

Private sales free listings for items under £100

www.facebook.com/obantimes

NUMERACY AND LITERACY TUITION

FIREARMS
SHOTGUN AND AIR RIFLE 
- W.J. Je� rey 12 bore shot-
gun, good condition, must 
sell. Also top of the range 
German .22 air ri� e. O� ers, 
must sell. Must have FAC, 
Telephone 01855 811779

FURNITURE
TWO G-PLAN MALVERN 2 
SEATER SO - Cherry fab-
ric, good condition, £99.00 
Telephone 01397 702028
RAISERS FOR BED OR CHAIR 
- Set of 4 wooden raisers for 
a bed or chair. Fits max. leg 
width of 7.5cm. Raises height 
by 12.5cm, £15.00 Telephone 
01546 870621
CHAIR - £40.00 Telephone 
01631 566001
BEDSIDE TABLE - £15.00 
Telephone 01631 566001
HEADBOARD - for single bed, 
£20.00 Telephone 01631 
566001
SINGLE BED - £40.00 
Telephone 01631 566001

GARDEN
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
- cast iron and decorative, 

for working use or colourful 
garden feature, various siz-
es from £90.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE HAND PLOUGH - 
restored and painted green 
and red. Will make a � ne 
garden feature. Can deliv-
er, £80.00 Telephone 01631 
564578
VINTAGE CART WHEELS - and 
smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display 
items, £30.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS - 
in various sizes and styles, 
make lovely garden plant-
ers. Prices from £40.00 
Telephone 01631 564578

HEALTH AND 
FITNESS
VIBRAPOWER ACTIVE - keep 
� t machine (� at on ground). 
Stand & sit it, it vibrates. Very 
good condition. Bought 
QVC television. Town centre, 
Telephone 01631 565404

HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD - 
white, blue and pink colours 

in stock, available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print, £0.13 
Telephone 01586 554975

HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT
SONY HIFI SYSTEM - £40.00 
Telephone 01631 566001

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS
ACCORDION - 3 row but-
ton box, black, 34 treble, 60 
bass. Nice lightweight box. 
Unmarked. 2 years old, only 
played as hobby since new. 
For further details Telephone 
07803 584537

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY
THANK YOU CARDS - 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print 
Telephone 01586 554975
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
- market your business ef-
fectively with professional-

ly designed lea� ets, posters 
and � yers from Krisp Print 
Telephone 01586 554975

WANTED
RURAL LAND 

WANTED
To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804
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DEATHS
COULDREY - Wenda, 
passed away peacefully at 
home, 30 Dunmar Court, 
Oban, aged 96 years, with 
her niece by her side, a 
dear aunt, great-aunt and 
great-great aunt.  Cremation 
service will take place at 
Cardross Crematorium, 
Cardross, on Wednesday, 
October 23, 2019 at 12.15 
p.m.  Family f lowers only 
please.
MACCALLUM - Peacefully 
at home surrounded by 
his family, on Saturday, 
October 12, 2019 aged 
90 years, James (Jimmy) 
MacCallum, very dear 
husband of Daphne and the 
late Marion, a much loved 
father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather.  Funeral 
will take place from 
Muckairn Parish Church, 
Taynuilt on Wednesday, 
October 23 at 1.00 
pm. Thereafter to Muckairn 
Cemetery.  Family f lowers 
only please. Retiring collec-
tion/donations if desired for 
Marie Curie Cancer Care. 
MACCORQUODALE - The 
funeral service of Neil Iain 
MacCorquodale, Appin will 
be held on Monday, October 
21 at 1pm in Appin Church. 
Family f lowers only.
MACINNES – Morag 
MacKenzie, passed away 
peacefully at home on 
October 12, 2019 aged 98 
years. Much loved mother 
and grandmother. Funeral 
will take place at the 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Parish Church, Fort William 
on Tuesday, October 
22 at 11am. Thereafter 
to Kilmallie Cemetery, 
Corpach. All family and 
friends respectfully invited.
MACPHERSON - Helen 
Jane (née Cameron) of 
Belleview, Grainepark, 
Kirkwall passed peacefully 
aged 83 on Wednesday, 
October 9 in the Macmillan 
Ward of the Balfour 
Hospital after a short 

illness. Dear wife of the 
late Harry MacPherson and 
dearly loved mum, grand-
ma and “Helen” to all the 
MacPhersons. Laid to rest 
and now in glory.
MILLEN - Pat. Peacefully 
on October 7, 2019 at the 
Bell� eld Centre, surrounded 
by her loving family. Pat, 
a loving wife, mum, nana 
and great-grandmother. 
Funeral service to be held on 
Friday, October 18, 2019 in St 
Margaret’s RC Church, Roy 
Bridge at 1.00pm and thereaf-
ter to Cille Choirill Cemetery. 
All family and friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 
� owers only please, donation 
if desired on the day.
MUIR - Peacefully at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban 
on October 14, 2019, in his 
86th year, Gilbert John Muir, 
husband of the late Christina 
(Chrissie), father to Sandra, 
Mary, Margaret, William and 
Kirsty.
TURNER - Peacefully a� er 
a short illness, on Friday, 
October 11, 2019, in her 80th 
year, Ellen Flora (Helen) 
Turner, beloved wife of 
the late Iain Turner, much 
loved  mum of John, Eddie 
and Jennifer and a dear 
mother-in-law and Nana.
WILSON - Peacefully at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
Glasgow on October 5, 
2019, in his 86th year, Barry 
Wilson, beloved husband of 
the late Brenda Wilson, a dear 
father to Mandy, Andrew and 
Janet, much loved grandfa-
ther to Emily and Grant. Just 
because it is hard to change 
the world there is no excuse 
for not trying.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

GATWARD - We really don’t 
know where to start when it 
comes to thanking everyone 
who has helped us in the last 
few months and years with 
Murdoch’s care and those 
who have been part of his 
68-year adventure. Murdoch 
and our family have been 
incredibly blessed to have 
shared this journey with so 
many amazing people, far 
too many to name here, and 
we are so grateful to you all. 
Murdoch was cared for at 
home in recent years by the 
incredible teams from Carers 
Direct, ECCT and Marie 
Curie. Without their help 
life would have been so much 
harder for us all.  � ey helped 
Murdoch maintain his digni-
ty and as much independence 
as possible throughout his 
various conditions and 
struggles. Our particular 
thanks to Jess, Helen, Keira, 
Lois and Amanda, who have 
been amazing carers, but 
also friends and support to 
us all through long days and 
nights. Our support from 
the District Nursing team 
and Lorn Medical Centre has 
been amazing, particularly 
in Murdoch’s last days and 
hours when Dr Ewan Glen 
and the nursing team took 
so much care to ensure his 
comfort and also care for the 
family. Our sincere thanks 
to those involved in helping 
make Murdoch’s funeral 
such a celebration of all that 
our wonderful husband, 
dad and grandad achieved. 
� e Rev Andy Campbell 
led a fantastic service and 
tribute to Murdoch, with a 
truly memorable eulogy from 
Murdoch’s brother, Gordon. 

� ank you to Catriona and 
the team at Hamish Hoey and 
Son Ltd, CGL print services, 
the Parish Church, � e View 
and Jeanieve who all helped 
make the day so special. We 
have been overwhelmed by 
the support from our family 
and friends and are so very 
grateful to everyone who has 
been with us on this journey. 
While the last few years have 
been particularly hard through 
Murdoch’s illness, we have 
treasured every day together.  
It has been wonderful to share 
stories, laughter and tears in 
recent weeks, re� ecting on 
Murdoch’s travels and adven-
tures, as well as the faith he 
felt so strongly which led him 
to some wild and wonderful 
places from Sudan to Oban! 
Murdoch (Trub) is missed 
greatly by his wife Carole; 
his children Iain and Ruth, 
Helen and Stuart; and by his 
loving grandchildren Isaac, 
Eilidh, Caiden, Bethany and 
Naomi.  We are so grateful for 
the memories we share and 
for the love and support of 
our friends and family at this 
time. � ank you to those who 
made such generous donations 
to Murdoch’s chosen charities 
and raised a total of £1,247.99 
for Multiple System Atrophy 
Trust, Tearfund and Marie 
Curie, bless you.
MACLEOD - Heather, Alison 
and Diane, daughters of the 
late Helen wish to express their 
sincere thanks to all family, 
friends and neighbours for the 
cards, � owers, telephone calls 
and messages of sympathy re-
ceived following Helen’s pass-
ing. Special thanks to Chris 
Collins Specialist Paramedic, 
doctors, community nursing 
sta�  from the Lorn Medical 
Centre. Grateful thanks to Ian 
MacInnes of D & A Munn for 
his exceptional support and 
compassion with the funeral 
arrangements. � anks also 
to the Reverend Margaret 
Millar for her comforting 
service, Petals for beautiful 
� ower arrangements and 
the Ben Cruachan Inn for 
the catering a� er the funeral 
at Dalmally. Finally, a very 
personal thanks to the 
Community Care Team from 
Lorn and Islands Hopsital 
and the sta�  from Carers 
Direct for excellent care given 
to Helen over the past two 
years. Much appreciated, God 
bless you all.

MEMORIAMS
DINGWALL - Colin 
Campbell Dingwall. 
Remembering with love my 
beloved husband, who passed 
away on October 18, 2018.
� e hardest thing of all 
Is trying to live without you
Will always love you
Never ever forget you
Till we both meet again my 
darling.
- From your ever loving wife 
Rae x x

FORBES - In loving memory 
of Harry, died October 16, 
2018. A beloved husband, 
devoted father, father-in-law 
and grandpa. 
Remembering you is easy, we 
do it every day
Missing you is the heartache 
that never goes away.
- Margaret, Christine, Iain, 
Lorna and families.
LYNN - Winnifred, died 
January 23, 2016.
My darling Win, diamonds 
are forever and on the 16th 
it would have been our 60th 
year.
And on this day I will shed 
many a tear
As I pray for you my diamond 
wife
How I miss you darling and 
will do all my life.
- Colin.
MACCALLUM - In memory 
of a loving wife and mother 
Isobel, who died October 18, 
1982.
A daily thought, a silent tear
Always wishing you were 
here
Life goes on we know that's 
true
But never the same since 
losing you.
MACGIBBON - 
Remembering our dear 
parents and grandparents, 
Angus, died October 19, 1993 
and E�  e, died December 8, 
2001.
We will never cease to miss 
you
As the years may come and go
You will live with us forever
Because we loved you so.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, 
Sheena, and family.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Flora and mother, passed 
away October 16, 2011.
I think of you in silence 
And o� en speak your name
But all I have are memories
And your photo in a frame
- Loving husband Hughie 
and Hugh.
MACINTYRE - 
Remembering with love my 
mum Flora, who passed away 
October 16, 2011.
It doesn't need special day 
To bring you to my mind
For days without a thought 
of you 
Are very hard to � nd.
- Love Margaret xxx
MACINTYRE - Flora. Loved 
and missed so much each day.
- James, Shona and family.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of our precious mum 
and granny, who passed away 
October 16, 2011.
Although we are apart your 
love is always with us and 
stays forever in our hearts.
All our love.
- Fiona, Frank and family xxx
MACKILLOP - 
Remembering with love my 
dear mother and our granny 
Mary, who died October 26, 
2004.

A smile for all, a heart of gold
� e very best this world could 
hold
Never sel� sh, always kind
Mum, those are the memories 
you le�  behind.
Rest in peace.
- Helen
A special person, a special 
face
Someone we loved and can't 
replace
A loving nature, kind and 
true
Is the way Gran, we remem-
ber you.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
MACKILLOP – 
Remembering with love a 
dearly loved and respected 
brother and uncle, Willie, 
who passed away October 14, 
2007
You always had a smile to 
share
Time to give and time to care
A loving nature kind and true
Is the way that we’ll remem-
ber you
Rest in peace.
- Helen.
� ere’s a face we shall always 
remember
A voice we shall always recall
A memory to cherish forever
Of an uncle who was dear to 
us all
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
MACMILLAN - In loving 
memory of Christine, died 
October 20, 2015.
Adored mum of Marion, 
Hector and Joan, beloved 
gran, great-gran and devoted 
partner of Iain.
Love you to the moon and 
back and miss you every 
second of every day.
- Inserted by her loving 
family xx
STEWART - Remembering 
our dear parents and 
grandparents, Ernie, died 
November 14, 1999 and 
Marjorie, died September 17, 
1996.
We will never cease to miss you
As the years may come and go
You will live with us forever
Because we loved you so.
- Maureen, John, Fraser, 
Sheena and family.
WOOD – In loving memory 
of my husband John, who 
died October 18, 2010.
Always in our thoughts.
- Morag and family.
WOODROW - In loving 
memory of our David, a dear 
son and brother, who died on 
October 16, 1990, result of an 
accident.
To us he was so special
Someone set apart
His memory will live forever
Engraved within our hearts
We will never cease to miss 
you 
We will never cease to care 
In a special corner of our 
hearts
You will always be there.
- Mum, Dad, Fraser, Sheena 
and family.
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THOUGHT  FOR THE WEEK

MEMORIALS CHARITY DONATIONS

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

‘You make grass grow for 
the cattle and plants for us 
to use, so that we can grow 
our crops and produce wine 
to make us happy, olive oil 
to make us cheerful, and 
bread to give us strength’ – 
Psalm 104:14-15.

In an episode of � e 
Simpsons, Bart is invited to 
say grace before a meal and 
prays: ‘Dear God. We pay 
for all this stu�  ourselves, so 
thanks for nothing.’

In this season when 
churches and communities 
are celebrating Harvest and 
giving thanks for the variety 
of gi� s of creation we can 
ponder the mystery and 
wonder of human-divine 
team work.

� e Psalmist mentions 
wine, olive oil and bread. 
To make each requires 
hard work combined with 
the mysteries of God given 
nature.

� e story is told of a min-
ister out tending his garden 
when a parishioner passed 

by and commented: ‘You 
and the good Lord are doing 
a great job.’

To which the minister re-
plied: ‘You should have seen 
the mess it was in when I le�  
it to God!’

God invites us to share in 
the work of co-creating good 
things for the bene� t of all, 
and to acknowledge not just 
the divine but the human 
work behind all the things 
that we enjoy.

Rev Donald McCorkindale,
Strontian, Ardgour and 

Morvern Parishes, Church 
of Scotland.

Faith leaders urge 
action on poverty
Leaders of Scotland’s faith 
communities have united to 
call for action to ‘loosen the 
grip of poverty’.

More than one in � ve people 
in Scotland are living in pov-
erty and this � gure is rising. 
As Challenge Poverty Week 
closes, religious represent-
atives from across Scotland 
have come together to call for 
more action to tackle poverty.

Issuing a joint statement 
and standing together in a 
show of solidarity, Scotland’s 
faith leaders said:  ‘It is not 
right that so many people 
are trapped in poverty. We 
have a moral responsibility 
to change this. Challenge 
Poverty Week is a chance to 
raise our voices and highlight 
what we can do as a society to 
loosen the grip of poverty.’

� e 15 signatories included 
the Archbishop Emeritus 
of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Mario Conti; Imam 
at Glasgow Central Mosque, 
Maulana Habib Ur Rehman; 
Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland, Rev Colin Sinclair; 
Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, � e Most 
Revd Mark Strange; chair 

of the Scottish Ahlul Bayt 
Society, Shabir Beg; inter-
faith representative for the 
Scottish Council of Jewish 
Communities, Alan Kay; 
and Hindu priest, Acharya Ji 
Mishra.

Businesses, schools, football 
clubs, NGOs, academics, 
grassroots activists and local 
authorities were among more 

than 250 organisations rais-
ing their voice as part of 400 
events during the week. Many 
have launched initiatives like 
breakfast clubs, employabil-
ity hubs and concessionary 
travel or have signed up to 
pay the living wage. 

� e Most Revd Mark 
Strange said: ‘I am very aware 
that across Scotland, many 
families and individuals are 
continually living lives of 
struggle and stress as they 
� nd it impossible to reconcile 
the needs of their children 
and loved one with the limit-
ed resources they can gather.

‘� ese are people who 
struggle to � nd work and 
those who are working but 
receive too little income to 
cover costs, all this in one of 
the world’s richest countries.’
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Camanachd defeat means Kingussie 
are Premiership champs

Fixtures
Saturday October 19
Mowi Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore
Alex MacVicar
Lochaber v Oban Camanachd
Iain Kennedy
Kyles Athletic v Caberfeidh
Robert Baxter

Mowi National Division
Fort William v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Steven MacLachlan

Mowi North Division One
Lovat v Aberdeen University
John Wood
Glenurquhart v Kingussie
Deek Cameron
Caberfeidh v Newtonmore
Calum Girvan

Mowi South Division One
Lochside Rovers v Col Glen
Des McNulty

Oban Camanachd keeper 
Cameron Sutherland saves 
Greg Matheson’s penalty
Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Mowi Premiership
Kilmallie 1
Kingussie 4
Kingussie sealed the Mowi 
Premiership title for the �rst time 
since 2009, only su�ering one defeat 
and three draws in the process, 
a�er beating Kilmallie 4-1 at Canal 
Parks.

�is was a ��h successive Saturday 
�xture for Kingussie, whilst 
Kilmallie’s last action was eight 
weeks earlier when they lost 2-0 at 
Lovat. 

Kilmallie’s Martin Stewart com-
pleted a two-match suspension but 
Shane Gillies returned in goal. 

With Oban Camanachd losing at 
Lovat earlier in the day, Kingussie 
knew they only needed a draw to 
add the league title to the Artemis 
Macaulay Cup won earlier in the 
season. James Falconer was on a pre-
planned holiday so youngster Liam 
Borthwick came into the starting 
line-up with manager John Gibson 
adding Owen Reid to the bench.

Kilmallie showed they weren’t 
just there to make up the numbers 
though as Daniel Stewart shocked 
Kingussie by giving the hosts the 
lead on 13 minutes. 

Savio Genini equalised on 26 
minutes. Roddy Young made a 
run, drawing Genini’s marker, and 
when Young slipped the ball to his 
strike partner, Genini turned from 
the edge of the box before driving 
a powerful forehand strike through 
the keeper’s legs to make it 1-1.   

Kingussie took the lead with 
just a couple of �rst half minutes 
remaining. �e ball was played into 
the ‘D’ where keeper Shane Gillies 
and Liam Borthwick battled for 
possession. �e ball broke for Roddy 
Young who nipped in between them 
to knock the ball into the net.   

Savio Genini celebrated his �rst 
senior Scotland call-up with a sec-
ond goal on 64 minutes. A high ball 
in from the right dropped kindly for 
Genini who tucked a low shot into 
the bottom le� corner of the net on 
his forehand to make it 3-1. 

Kingussie rounded o� the win in 
style with a second Roddy Young 

goal on 76 minutes. Young took the 
ball over the half-way line before 
breaking down the le� and �ring a 
great shot into the top corner of the 
net to make it 4-1. 

To emphasise Kingussie’s recent 
progress, these sides met at the Bught 
Park in November 2015 in a premier-
ship play-o� match when it took a 
2-0 win to preserve Kingussie’s top 
�ight status. Eight players from their 
squad that day - James Hutchison, 
Rory MacKeachan, Lee Bain, Rory 
McGregor, Calum Grant, Savio 
Genini, James Falconer and Robert 
Mabon - as well as Fraser Munro 
who was suspended for the 2015 
match, have been key in this year’s 
title push during which the side has 
shown wonderful consistency.   

Kingussie’s �nal league �x-
ture is against Kyles Athletic at 
Tighnabruaich on Saturday October 
26 when they will be presented with 
the Mowi Premiership trophy. 

With Inveraray already relegated, 
it is now a �ght between Kilmallie 
and Lochaber as to who avoids the 
second relegation spot. �ey each 
have a game to play. Kilmallie are 
two points better o� and their 
�nal match of the season is at Kyles 
Athletic on Saturday November 
2. �ings may become clearer this 
Saturday when Lochaber host 
Oban Camanachd at Spean Bridge. 
Lochaber must win and make 
inroads into a massive 22 goal di�er-
ence advantage in Kilmallie’s favour,  
so boss John Stewart and his players 
must be con�dent of retaining their 
top �ight status.  

Lovat 1 
Oban Camanachd 0
Lovat did a smash-and-grab job on 
Oban Camanachd, winning their 
12.30pm throw-up at Balgate 1-0 
to give manager Fraser Gallacher a 
winning send-o�. 

�is was a last match in charge 
for Lovat boss Fraser Gallacher 
and he was without attacker Marc 
MacLachlan, whose two-match 
suspension carries forward into 
next season. Danny Kelly, Callum 
Cruden, Lorne MacKay, Duncan 
Davidson, Martin Mainland and 

Mowi Premiership champions Kingussie. Photograph: Kingussie Shinty Club.

Calum MacAulay were also missing. 
Ryan Ferguson and Dylan 

McCulloch started in mid�eld with 
Lewis Bryson and player/manager 
Fraser Gallacher �elded in attack. 
Cameron MacMillan was the host’s 
only substitute. 

�ere were also several absentees 
for Oban Camanachd manager 
Stephen Sloss to contend with. 
Daniel Cameron served the second 
match of a two-game suspension,  
whilst a disciplinary points accumu-
lation ruled out Craig Easton. Aidan 
MacIntyre, Willie Neilson, Daniel 
MacVicar, Gary McKerracher and 
Keith MacMillan were also missing.

�row-up was earlier at Oban 
Camanachd’s request. Chrissie 
MacMillan started in defence with 
Blair MacFarlane in mid�eld and 
Ross Campbell in attack. Callum 
Kirsop was Oban Camanachd’s only 
substitute and he would soon enter 
the �eld of play. 

Malcolm Clark returned to the 
Oban Camanachd side, featuring 
in the forward line, but he was 
forced o� a�er a couple of minutes 
a�er a blow to the hand resulted in a 
broken index �nger. Callum Kirsop 
came on in his place. 

Fraser Gallacher had an e�ort on 
goal on �ve minutes but it was Oban 
Camanachd who enjoyed most of the 
�rst half pressure but they couldn’t 
get the goal their play deserved.   

Lovat had a great chance to take 
the lead on 32 minutes when they 
were awarded a penalty. Lewis 
Bryson ran forward and struck 
the ball into the goal area a�er 
getting onto Ryan Ferguson’s pass. 
�e goal judge �agged for a ‘kick’ 
against Daniel Madej and referee 
Andy MacLean pointed to the spot. 
Oban Camanachd contested the call 
and there was a delay ahead of the 
spot-hit being taken during which 
visiting defender Garry Lord was 

booked. Greg Matheson struck a 
head-height penalty to the keeper’s 
right but Cameron Sutherland 
made a great save with his stick. A  
handshake between Matheson and 
Sutherland followed, acknowledg-
ing each other’s play.

Lovat made a change at the break 
as Cameron MacMillan came on 

for Dylan McCulloch, with Lewis 
Bryson going to wing centre. 

Lovat came more into it in the 
second half with Lovat’s Cameron 
MacMillan, Fraser Heath and Fraser 
Gallacher getting shots on goal. 

�e Oban side, with wing centre 
Scott MacMillan playing plenty 
good balls forward, had their chanc-
es too but couldn’t conjure up a goal.  

�e Lovat defence of Craig 
Mainland, Graeme MacMillan 
and Chris Johnston, superbly mar-
shalled by Daniel Grieve, deserve 
great credit for protecting keeper 
Stuart MacDonald. 

Lovat switched a tiring Ryan 
Ferguson up front with Greg 
Matheson going to full centre dur-
ing the �nal quarter of the match.

With three minutes remaining, 
Lovat hit Oban Camanachd with 
a classic sucker-punch. Ryan 
Ferguson initially sent the ball into 
the danger area but when it was 
cleared back out to him, Ferguson 
sent a low, 30-yard shot by Fraser 
Heath, Fraser Gallacher and Daniel 
Madej with the ball going through 
the keeper’s legs and into the net.  

Oban Camanachd pushed Daniel 
Sloss up front for the closing stages 
but Lovat saw out the game to give 
manager Fraser Gallacher a winning 
send-o�. �ere were also yellow 
cards for Lovat’s Fraser Heath for 
a challenge on the keeper and for 
Daniel Grieve for throwing his stick. 

Oban Camanachd will hope to 
have some players back for their visit 
to Spean Bridge to play Lochaber 
this Saturday. A�er recently hand-
ing out the result that relegated 
Inveraray, they could do likewise to 
Michael Delaney’s side. 

Kyles Athletic P
Newtonmore P 
�e meeting between Kyles Athletic 
and Newtonmore was postponed 
on Friday a�ernoon as the playing 
�eld at Tighnabruaich was ruled 
unplayable.

Mowi North Division 1
Aberdeen University 0 
Newtonmore 6
�e Newtonmore second team won 
the �rst of their �ve games in hand 
over league leaders Glengarry when 
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Camanachd defeat means Kingussie 
are Premiership champs

Mowi Premiership
Teams    P        W     D       L          F         A        Pts   
1    Kingussie  17       13       3        1        52       23        29
2    Lovat   18       10       5        3        47       22        25 
3    Newtonmore  15        9        2        4        47       24        20
4    Oban Camanachd 15        9        2        4        40       21        20
5    Kyles Athletic  14        9        1        4        36       26        19
6    Kinlochshiel  16        7        2        7        38       38        16
7    Caberfeidh  17        6        0       11       49       62        12
8    Kilmallie  17        4        1       12       21       41         9
9    Inveraray  18        3        1       14       20       53         7
10  Lochaber  17        3        1       13       24       65         7

Results
Saturday October 12
Mowi Premieship
Lovat 1 v 0 Oban Camanachd 
Kyles Athletic P v P Newtonmore
Unplayable � eld 
Kilmallie 1 v 4 Kingussie  

Mowi North Division One
Kinlochshiel P v P Caberfeidh
Unplayable � eld
Aberdeen Uni 0 v 6 Newtonmore 
Inverness P v P Fort William
Unplayable � eld
Kingussie 1 v 1 Lovat

Mowi South Division One 
Ballachulish v Lochside Rovers 

Oban Camanachd’s Scott MacMillan challenges Lovat’s Lewis Tawse. 
Photograph: Neil Paterson.

they beat Aberdeen University 6-0 at 
Balgownie.

� is was Aberdeen University’s 
� rst home match since they lost 4-2 
to the Fort William second team in 
the Granite City on Saturday July 
6. � eir absentees included Jamie 
Beaton, Graham Black and Stuart 
Cameron. 

Newtonmore duo Calum Stewart 
and Cameron McNiven were free 
of suspension, but Declan Brannan 
began a two-game ban. 

A� er being contained by the 
students for the � rst half-hour, 
Newtonmore raced into a 3-0 inter-
val lead, with the goals coming in a 
devastating six-minute burst. 

Owen Fraser broke the deadlock 
on 31 minutes and Calum Stewart 
added a double on 35 and 37 
minutes. 

Craig MacLeod scored twice on 61 
and 71 minutes to make it 5-0 with 
Daniel Craven getting the sixth with 
15 minutes remaining.

� e win li� s Newtonmore to 
third in the table and they now trail 
Glengarry by seven points with 
four games in hand. � ey travel to 
play the Caberfeidh second team 

this Saturday, with Neil Stewart 
suspended, whilst the still to be 
scheduled meeting with Glengarry 
at the Eilan remains key. 

Kingussie 1 
Lovat 1
� e Kingussie seconds and the 
Lovat seconds drew 1-1 at the Dell.

Kingussie took the lead on six 
minutes through a trademark Craig 
Dawson � nish - a 25-yard rock-
et-shot into the roof of the net. 

However the Kingussie full for-
ward had to limp o�  a� er half an 
hour a� er tweaking his ankle again. 

It remained 1-0 until the � nal min-
ute when Ronan MacMillan scored 
to earn Lovat a point. 

Craig Dawson and Ronan 
MacMillan were unlikely scorers as 
they both started the season as goal-
keepers for their respective clubs. 

Inverness P 
Fort William P
� e clash between the Inverness � rst 
team and the Fort William colts at 
Bught Park was postponed because 
the pitch was unplayable.

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£3700

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
A Livingstone
Isle of Islay
J Hill
Oban

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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Oban Camanachd’s Daniel MacCuish is marked closely by 
Lovat’s Craig Mainland. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Kinlochshiel P 
Caberfeidh P
�ere was disappointment 
for the Kinlochshiel colts and 
the Caberfeidh colts when the 
pitch at Reraig failed a Friday 
inspection.

Mowi South 
Division 1
Ballachulish 3
Lochside Rovers 0
Ballachulish �nish second in 
Mowi South Division 2 a�er 
they beat Lochside Rovers 3-0 
at the Jubilee Park.

Ballachulish were along 
the usual lines with Cain 
MacPhee at full centre. 

With Blair MacFarlane, 
Ross Campbell and Callum 
Kirsop on �rst team duty, vet-
erans Gareth Evans, George 
Easton and Johnny Campbell 
started in the Lochside attack 
alongside U14 player Calum 
MacMillan, who played well. 
�irteen-year-old Daniel 
Pearson was a lone �gure on 
the bench. 

Lewis Buchanan ended up 
on crutches a�er the previous 
week’s draw with Taynuilt, 
whilst Evan MacLellan, 
shoulder, and Louis 
MacFarlane, foot, were also 
crocked from that encounter. 

Jordan Kerr played but 
misses out against Col Glen 
this Saturday a�er passing 
through the disciplinary 
points threshold. 

Under-foot conditions were 
di�cult with the pitch splashy 
in areas but both sides were 
keen to get the match played. 
Ballachulish started with the 
wind in their favour.  

Alan Clark scored from 
the edge of the ‘D’ to give 
Ballachulish the lead on eight  
minutes and Lorne Brown 
made it 2-0 three minutes 
later, slipping the ball past 
Dougie MacDonald in the 
Lochside goal. 

Lochside had their chances 
during the �rst 20 minutes, 
with Gareth Evans steering 
the ball wide from around the 
penalty spot.

Lochside were forced to 
make a change on 30 minutes 
when Alexander MacMillan, 
who returned to the side on 
the wing, had to come o� 
with a shoulder injury. 

Daniel Pearson was intro-
duced in attack with Gareth 
Evans dropping back into de-
fence in the ensuing reshu�e. 

Ballachulish were now 
dominating the game and 
Patrick MacLean made it 3-0 
on 56 minutes with a half-hit 
following a melee with keeper 
Dougie MacDonald, who had 
a good game. 

�e match completes 
Ballachulish’s season. 
Lochside Rovers host Col 
Glen at Moss�eld in their �nal 
league game this Saturday. 

GMA take            
Mòd Cup
Glasgow Mid Argyll li�ed 
the Mòd Cup with a penalty 
shoot-out victory over Bute 
following their 0-0 draw at 
Glasgow Green on Saturday 
October 12. 

�e Mod Cup is tradition-
ally contested between the 
two clubs based closest to 
the Royal National Mòd. �e 
meeting between GMA and 
Bute was the 50th anniversa-
ry of the �rst Mòd Cup clash 
in 1969 when Newtonmore 
defeated Kingussie 5-2 at 
Aviemore as part of the 
Aviemore Mòd celebrations. 

GMA last li�ed the trophy 
at the Motherwell Mòd in 
1983, whilst Bute’s most 
recent success came in 2013 
at the Paisley Mòd when they 
defeated GMA in a penalty 
shoot-out following a 1-1 
draw. 

�e teams have had con-
trasting fortunes this season 
with GMA securing promo-
tion from the Mowi National 
Division, whilst Bute �nished 
in bottom spot. It was the 
islanders who came closer 
to breaking the deadlock 
though when Scott Harvey’s 
penalty went narrowly over 
the crossbar. 

�is encounter, played on 
a tight pitch, never really hit 
the heights and neither team 
was able to �nd the net during 
the regulation 90 minutes. 

Referee Ross Brown took the 
contest straight to a penalty 
shoot-out and GMA gained 
revenge for their 2013 shoot-
out defeat, running out 3-1 
winners with Ryan Harrison, 
Duncan MacRae and Garry 
Luke all converting from the 
spot, despite Calum McLay’s 
miss.

Allan Campbell presented 
the trophy to Glasgow 
Mid Argyll skipper Jamie 
McFadyen. 

Iomain Cholmcille 
shinty/hurling
Alba (3-3) 12
Fir Ulad (3-4) 13
�e 2019 Royal National 
Mòd also hosted Iomain 
Cholmcille, the award-win-
ning shinty/hurling/camogie 
international tournament for 
Gaelic speakers, with Alba 
and Fir Ulad clashing in the 
men’s match on Glasgow 
Green on Saturday October 
12.

Ulster side Fir Ulad ran out 
narrow 13-12 winners, with 
the outcome in the balance 
until the end. 

A Dearcan O’Donghaile 
point and a Joe O Dochartaigh 
goal had the Irish 4-0 ahead 
before Stewart Taylor pulled a 
point back. 

Odran de Bhaldraite made 
it 5-1 and it stayed that way 

until the break. 
John Angus MacInnes 

found the net to cut the de�cit 
to a single point and when 
Graham Black added a point 
and Mark Fraser scored a 
goal, the Scots led 8-5.

Malachai O’hAgain added 
two single points for Fir Ulad,  
but a second Mark Fraser goal 
made it 11-7 to Alba.

�e Ulster side came back 
with a Cathaoir O’Caiside 
goal but a single from John 
Angus MacInnes made it 
12-10.

Fir Ulad �nished strongly 
though and a goal from 
Odran de Bhaldraite proved 
decisive, giving the visitors a 
13-12 victory.  

Oban duo named 
in Scotland squad
Scotland head coach Garry 
Reid has named Daniel 
Cameron and Andrew 
MacCuish in his squad ahead 
of the Mowi shinty/hurling 
international against Ireland 
at Abbotstown, Dublin, on 
Saturday November 2. 

�e game takes place at the 
GAA’s performance centre 
with the senior international 
taking place a�er the U21 
meeting between the Irish 
and the Scots. 

�ere were recalls for 
Daniel Cameron and Andrew 
King, who missed last year’s 
international, whilst Fraser 
Heath, who played in the 
Scot’s victory led by Ronald 
Ross in 2016, also returns. 

�ere are new caps for 
Caberfeidh brothers Craig 
Morrison and Blair Morrison 
as well as Kinlochshiel’s 
Donald Nixon and Kingussie 
pair Robert Mabon and Savio 
Genini.

2018 captain Grant Irvine, 
Mark MacDonald, Conor 
Cormack, Glen MacKintosh, 
Evan Menzies, Lorne Dickie, 
Shaun Nicolson and Arran 
MacPhee are the players who 
miss out from last year as 
does John MacRae who was 

initially named in the 2018 
squad but had to pull out with 
a hand injury. 

Ireland have yet to con�rm 
their squad.

Scotland boss Garry Reid 
said: ‘Once again, the depth 
of talent in the game and the 
commitment demonstrated 
from senior players to be 
part of the squad continues 
to impress the coaching team 
yet challenges us to re�ne it 
down to the travelling squad 
of 20, with the original 32 
player squad all showing that 
given the opportunity they 
would easily �t the bill as in-
ternational standard players. 

Camanachd Association 
president Keith Loades added: 
‘I would like to congratulate 
all the players who have been 
called up for the Mowi shinty 
/hurling International. To 
represent your nation should 
be the pinnacle of your career 
and I know how humbling it 
is to be selected. 

‘�is is a talented group and 
I predict a highly competitive 
match against our Irish 
counterparts in November. 
International selection gives 
players the opportunity to 
transform themselves from 
icons in their communities 
into heroes for their nations. 

‘�ere is no doubt in 
my mind that the players 
will make the Camanachd 
Association, their clubs and 
most importantly, them-
selves, very proud.’ 

Scotland from: Stuart Mac-Donald, 
Lovat); Rory Kennedy, Newtonmore;  
Steven Macdonald, Newtonmore; 
Robert Mabon, Kingussie; Andy 
MacKintosh, Newtonmore; Andrew 
King, Kyles Athletic; Daniel Grieve, 
Lovat; Blair Morrison, Caberfeidh;  
Finlay MacRae, Kinlochshiel; 
Donald Nixon, Kinlochshiel; Craig 
Main-land, Lovat; Fraser Heath, 
Lovat; Michael Russell, Newtonmore;  
Kevin Bartlett, Caberfeidh;  Greg 
Matheson, Lovat; Roddy MacDonald,  
Kyles Athletic; Craig Morrison,  
Caberfeidh; Andrew MacCuish,  
Oban Camanachd;  Daniel Cameron,  
Oban Camanachd; Savio Genini,  
Kingussie.

WCA round-up
A play-o� between Badenoch 
and Skye Camanachd 
looks likely following the 
latest round of Women’s 
Camanachd Association 
�xtures which saw most 
matches take place on Sunday 
October 13.  

Mowi National 
Division
Ardnamurchan 0
Badenoch 25
League leaders Badenoch 
stay top of the division a�er 
proving too strong for newly- 
promoted Ardnamurchan, 
winning their 2pm throw-up 
at Strontian 25-0.

Kirsty Deans scored nine 
times, Hope Borthwick hit 
�ve, Jeanette McGregor 
grabbed a hat-trick with 
braces from Rhona McIntyre, 
Eilidh Ross and Kirsty Grant. 
Rona Stewart and Sarah 
Caird got the others. 

Badenoch remain two 
points clear at the top of the 
table and have completed 
their league programme. 
Second placed Skye are two 
points behind with a game in 
hand. Goal di�erence is not a 
deciding factor. 

Glenurquhart 0
Aberdour 2 
Aberdour were 2-0 winners 
against Glenurquhart in their 
noon throw-up at Blairbeg on 
Saturday October 5.

Niamh Donnelly scored 
both Aberdour goals. 

Skye Camanachd W/O
v Strathspey
Champions Skye Camanachd 
remain two points o� the top 
with a game in hand a�er 
they were given a walk-over 
when Strathspey were una-
ble to ful�l their �xture at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree on 
Saturday October 12.

Glasgow Mid Argyll
v Lochaber W/O
Glasgow Mid Argyll were 
unable to raise a team for 
their meeting with Lochaber 
at Yoker so the Spean Bridge 
side were awarded the points. 

Mowi North 
Division 2
Glengarry 1
Strathglass 2
Second top Glengarry lost 2-1 
to second bottom Strathglass 
in their 1pm throw-up at 
Craigard.

Elaine Cameron got the 
Glengarry goal but Freya 
Strachan and Shannon Birnie 
gave Strathglass victory.
Fort William P
Lovat P
Glengarry’s defeat meant 
Lovat clinched the Mowi 

North Division 2 title even 
although their 1pm throw-up 
against Fort William was 
postponed as An Aird was 
unplayable. 

Kinlochshiel W/O
 v Lochaber
Kinlochshiel were given a 
walk-over when the Lochaber 
second team were unable to 
raise a team for their trip to 
Reraig.

GMA Ladies make 
it a double
Glasgow Mid Argyll Ladies 
li�ed the Women’s Mòd Cup 
with a 9-0 victory over Bute 
Ladies at Glasgow Green on 
Saturday. 

Kirsty Gray gave GMA the 
lead on two minutes. Orla 
McCarthy doubled their 
advantage on eight minutes. 

Gillian Docherty on 21 
minutes and anther from 
Orla McCarthy on 37 minutes 
made it 4-0. 

GMA continued to dom-
inate and Mia Galanti on 41 
minutes, Catriona Stark on 
44 minutes and Grace Mair  
three minutes later made it 
7-0. 

Orla McCarthy took her 
tally to four goals with e�orts 
on 57 and 79 minutes to make 
the �nal score 9-0. 

Lucy McNulty was the 
match referee. 

Iomain Cholmcille 
shinty/camogie
Two Alba Ladies sides and 
Cois Fharraige met in a shin-
ty/camogie series, played as 
part of Iomain Cholmcille for 
Gaelic speakers, showcased 
at the 2019 Royal National 
Mòd on Glasgow Green on 
Saturday.

�e series began with a 
shinty challenge match in 
which Alba A beat Alba B 7-1. 
Mairi Duncan scored three 
points with Catriona Gibb, 
Annie MacDonald, Kate 
Bradley, Claire Delaney and 
an own goal making up Alba 
A’s tally. 

Lauren Doherty countered 
for Alba B. 

�e Cois Fharraige club 
from Connemara came out 
on top in both their shinty/
camogie meetings with Alba 
A and Alba B. 

Ashleigh Fraser got Alba 
B’s point in their 2-1 defeat 
to Cois Fharraige but Eabha 
Ni Chonlain and Aoife Nic 
Cormaic got the points that 
made the di�erence. 

�ree points from Maire Ni 
Fhrighil gave Cois Fharraige 
a 3-1 victory over Alba A. 
Mairi Duncan countered. 

All three matches were 
refereed by Gaelic speaking 
whistler Henry MacInnes.
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MULLL RALLYIt was worth the wait. 
�ree years on from the last 
Beatson’s Building Supplies 
Mull Rally and 50 years on 
from the �rst, the Hebridean 
island once again echoed to 
the sound of 150 rally cars 
competing along some of the 
world’s most entertaining 
roads.

And for the �rst time since 
new legislation was passed in 
Scotland earlier this year, the 
roads were closed by Argyll 
and Bute Council. 

For competitors and fans, 
absence has undoubtedly 
made the heart grow fonder. 
In August, 53 minutes a�er 
entries opened for the �rst 
Beatson’s Building Supplies 
Mull Rally since 2016, two 
things happened - the list,  
including reserves, 174 in 
total - was full and the event’s 
website melted.

Not long a�er, there wasn’t 
a bed to be had on the island 
during rally week. Once 
again, this Tobermory-based 
event doubled the population 
of the island and generated 
revenue measured in the 
millions of pounds.

Legislation
Clerk of the course Andy 

Jardine said: ‘At the start of 
the year, when we were work-
ing really hard with Argyll 
and Bute Council, Police 
Scotland and Event Scotland 
to put our plans together, we 
didn’t know if the change in 
legislation would get through 
Parliament in time.

‘Holyrood didn’t let us 
down and the people who 
came here demonstrated 
why that legislation is so, so 
important. Just for a moment, 
let’s put the rally aside and 
take a walk through the town. 
It’s packed. It’s not the school 
holidays, the summer’s gone 
and it’s raining.

‘�e hotels are full, res-
taurants are doing a roaring 

MacKinnon’s pure gold as 
he takes third Mull win

trade and the chip van’s 
working overtime. 

‘And everyone’s smiling. Or 
they would be if they weren’t 
asleep! �ree years has been 
too long without this rally. 
Like we said before the start, 
autumn’s normal again. It’s 
been amazing.

‘I have to say a huge, huge 
thanks �rstly to the volun-
teers who have braved the 
elements through the nights 
to make this happen. �ey’re 
the absolute troopers. We 
have to thank the competitors 
and the spectators for coming 
and joining us and, of course, 
Beatson’s Building Supplies. 
We couldn’t ask for a more 
enthusiastic sponsor for this 
rally.

‘As well as those guys, 
Police Scotland, Argyll 
and Bute Council and 
EventScotland who funded 
this year’s Mull Rally as part 
of VisitScotland’s directorate 

have been absolutely brilliant.  
�e golden anniversary of 
this rally will live long in the 
memory.’

Motorsport UK chairman 
David Richards returned to 
the island in rally week for the 
�rst time since co-driving in 
a Ford Lotus Cortina in 1975.

‘It’s been a great event,’ said 
David. ‘I wanted to come up 
here a�er we’ve spent quite a 
lot of time and e�ort helping 
the Scottish Government on 
the closed-road legislation 
and the results have been 
fantastic.

‘To see so many volunteers, 
so many marshals putting 
so much time and e�ort in 
is great. And, of course, the 
organising team led by Andy 
[Jardine] and Iain [Campbell] 
who came directly up here 
from Wales Rally GB last 
week is tremendous.’ 

Smiling
Event sponsor John 

Marshall was another man 
smiling come the early 
hours of Sunday morning 
in Tobermory. �e owner of 
Beatson’s Building Supplies, 
who placed his Ford Fiesta 
R5 ninth overall, said: ‘�is 
has been an incredibly tough 
event and I have to thank the 
car for getting me here, but I 
absolutely love this place, this 
island and this rally. �e 50th 
anniversary of the Mull Rally 
is a really special one and for 
Beatson’s Building Supplies 
to be sponsoring it at such a 
milestone event, well that’s 
pretty special for me.’ 

Local star Paul MacKinnon 
(Ford Fiesta R5) celebrated 
his third victory on the 
Beatson’s Building Supplies 
Mull Rally in the early hours 
of Sunday morning, taking 
a comprehensive win from 
Lancastrian Mini John 
Cooper Works WRC driver 
Daniel Harper.

MacKinnon led the 17-stage, 
148-mile event from start to 
�nish, belying his lack of time 
in the car and early set-up 
issues to clinch a 1m41s win.

‘�at’s fantastic,’ beamed 
the winner at the �nish. ‘A�er 
the disappointment of 2016 
[when he went o� the road] 
and then having to wait for 
three years, this is just fantas-
tic. �e car’s been great and I 
have to say Daniel [Harper] 
has driven really well. We 
really had to keep it all going 
this a�ernoon. 

‘But that last stage, 
jeez, I thought we’d seen 
everything, but that was an 
absolute nightmare. 

‘�e conditions were atro-
cious. I couldn’t see a thing 
in the fog, but I just feel so 
relieved and so chu�ed to 
make it. 

‘�e only downside is going 
back to work next week. Rally 
Mondays are such a come 
down a�er the adrenaline 
of the previous week. �is 
amazing car will be gone, 
replaced by a bunch of bills 
and a big hangover. �e only 
thing we can do is push on 
with the celebrations and 
make it a rally Tuesday!’

A Mull regular since 1993, 
Harper admitted he was 
happy with second a�er total 
brake failure through Ben 
More and Scridain.

‘I think it was a heavy land-
ing that broke the brake pipe,’ 
he said. ‘But we came through 
two stages with nothing. We 
put the car back into road 
mode, but still trying to bring 
it through wasn’t easy.

Ditch
‘�e moment came on the 

Hill Road. We �ew just a bit 
further than I thought we 
would over a crest. We were 
in the ditch for a good hun-
dred yards a�er that. Look, 
I’m happy to get it home and 
we’ll be back for more next 
year. I love this place.’

Ahead of the event, much 
of the talk was of who would 
win the Mk 2 Escort battle. 
�ose honours went to David 
Bogie. �e �ve-time Scottish 
Champion delivered an 
inch-perfect drive to score a 
maiden Mull podium with 
third.

Nine-time winner Calum 
Du�y’s hopes of top two-
wheel drive went out the win-
dow when he spun twice and 
stopped to change a puncture 
that wasn’t punctured on the 
second run over Mishnish 
Lochs. He dropped more than 
two minutes, but recovered to 
�nish fourth with a stunning 
�nal stage to edge Jonathan 
Mounsey’s Mitsubishi Lancer 
Evo 6 by one second.

Eddie O’Donnell rounded 
out the top six in his Escort.

Stevie Irwin (Vauxhall 
Nova) and Mark Constantine 
(Opel Corsa) were the class 
winners outside of the top 10.

Beatson’s Building Supplies 
Mull Rally… loving live 
World Rally Championship 
reporter Colin Clark spear-
headed an all-new initiative 
for this year’s Beatson’s 
Building Supplies Mull Rally, 
delivering coverage of the 
rally via Facebook Live to 
hundreds of thousands of 
fans around the world.

Clark said: ‘It’s been a gen-
uine honour and privilege to 
work with such a committed 
and enthusiastic team. When 
we �rst talked about covering 
the event live, we did so 
sitting in a warm co�ee shop 
looking at a map and fondly 
remembering full 4G.

‘�e reality was a wee bit 
di�erent, but I have to say, 
I’m very, very proud of what 
we achieved on this event. 
To walk through Tobermory 
and have people coming up to 
you, shaking your hand and 
thanking you for what you’ve 
done for the event is astonish-
ing and truly humbling.’

�e reach of the Beatson’s 
Building Supplies Mull Rally 
live shows have been huge, 
with people watching from 
as far a�eld as New Zealand, 
Dubai and Canada combin-
ing to generate more than 
150,000 views. 

Second-placed Daniel Harper kept the pressure on 
MacKinnon until he su�ered problems on the �nal loop.

Paul MacKinnon drove a stellar event to win by almost two minutes. Photographs: LindsayPhotoSport.

David Bogie won the all-important race to be �rst Escort 
home in his gorgeous Mk 2.
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OBAN SAINTS YOUTH TEAMS

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Under 13s no game; Under 14s no 
game; Under 15s 1, Rutherglen Glencairn 1. Scoring for 
Saints was Andrew Nicol. Under 17s no game. 
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Rossvale Madrid v Under 13s; 
Under 14s v Park Sports Project; Southside Star v Under 
15s; BSC Glasgow v Under 17s.    

GOLF

CURLING

Craig MacEwan shoots wide when clean through on goals. Dene Cassells heads over the crossbar.

Individual errors prove 
costly for Saints as they face 
a diffi cult replay in Crieff

Oban Saints 4
Vale of Earn 4

Scottish Amateur Cup

Oban Curling Club participated in the � rst match of 
the new curling season organised by the Argyll Curling 
Province at The Waterfront Ice Rink, Greenock on 
Tuesday October 8.

The Oban Club joined teams from Millport, Bute, 
Dunoon and Upper Cowal as well as a combined team 
from Glenorchy and Tighnabruaich with each team 
playing two games of seven ends  each.

Oban were drawn against Upper Cowal and the 
combined Glenorchy/Tighnabruaich team. The 
Oban squad consisting of Jack Tollan, Graham Innes 
and David Howie with Fraser Inglis as skipper. They 
successfully won both of their games as did the team 
from Millport, who had played Bute and Dunoon.

As the only two teams to have won both matches 
Millport and Oban had to have the total number of 
ends won by each team taken into account to decide 
the winner and as Millport had won two more ends 
than Oban they were  awarded the Jimmy Brown 
Trophy.

Further Argyll Province games will take place over the 
winter with the next game at Greenock taking place on 
November 5 – when � reworks are expected.

The Oban Club are hoping to organise ‘come and 
try’ sessions for potential new curlers over the winter 
and anyone interested in joining such a session should 
contact Graham Innes  on 01631 562290 or email 
gc19innes@btinternet.com or Fraser Inglis on 01866 
822103 or email fraserf1@btinternet.com.

The club would also be pleased to hear from experi-
enced curlers who would be interested in joining the 
club.

Curling club back in action

MacIntyre on course 
for Masters place
Oban golf ace Robert MacIntyre achieved a top � ve 
� nish at last weekend’s Italian open, edging him closer 
to a place in the US Masters in April.

MacIntyre’s joint fourth place saw him leap � ve places, 
to seventh in the Race to Dubai – the season-long 
competition to be crowned European number one.

He has also jumped from 99th to 86th in the world 
rankings, with the top 50 at the end of the year being 
automatically invited to the Masters in Augusta next 
spring.

Despite achieving a T4 � nish in Rome, the weekend 
proved frustrating for the 23-year-old left hander, 
having entered the � nal round on Sunday just two shots 
adrift of 54-hole leader Matt Fitzpatrick.

‘Too many lip outs today.... This was the worst of them 
all,’ he tweeted, along with a video clip of the near miss.

MacIntyre � nished his day on a level-par 71, leaving 
him on 11 under 273 along with Australian Matthias 
Schwab (66) and Englishman Andrew Johnston (68) as 
Austrian Bernd Wiesberger breezed through the � eld, 
carding a six under 65 to pip Fitzpatrick by a shot to 
become the � rst three-time tour winner of the season.

American Kurt Kitayama (71) � nished third.
MacIntyre’s home club Glencruitten, as always, has 

been keeping a close eye on the youngster’s progress. 
‘Congratulations Robert, keep up the good work,’ they 
posted on soicla media.

Achieving his highest � nish in a Rolex Series event, 
MacIntyre remains on course for the Sir Henry Cotton 
Rookie of the Year title which will be announced in 
November.

World Cup woes for Scotland but bright future for Oban’s Bradbury
� ere was heartbreak for 
Magnus Bradbury and his 
Scotland teammates on 
Sunday as the national side 
crashed out of the Rugby 
World Cup at the pool stage 
for only the second time in 
the tournament’s history.

It was a minor miracle the 
game went ahead at all a� er 
typhoon Hagibis battered 
the area 24 hours earlier but 
the game in Yokohama went 
ahead as planned with the 
hosts desperate to give sup-
porters something to smile 
about.

And indeed they did with 
Gregor Townsend’s side 
failing to progress from Pool 
A a� er losing a frenetic clash 
28-21.

At the age of 24, Bradbury 
still has at least one more 
World Cup in him but that 
would be no consolation in 
Yokohama as the Scotland 
team were le�  to re� ect on a 
frustrating tournament.

Bradbury was instrumental 
in Finn Russell’s try, winning 
a crucial turnover to help 
create the score, but then 
missed a tackle on Kotaro 
Matsushima in the build-up 
to Japan’s opener.

All in all the Oban warrior’s 
work rate, 14 carries and 16 
tackles, was commendable 
– imagine what a couple of 
injury-free seasons could do.

Rugby pundit Stuart 
McFarlane, who was com-
mentating on the games 

for BBC Radio Scotland 
Sportsound, said: ‘Magnus 
Bradbury was a very close sec-
ond to Jamie Ritchie in terms 
of Scotland’s most e� ective 
player in this tournament. He 
has a bright future.’

Back on home turf Oban 
Lorne 1st XV were forced 
to cancel their scheduled 
West League Division two 
clash against Cumnock due 
to a waterlogged pitch at 
Glencruitten. � e decision 
was taken on Friday a� er-
noon so that the opposition 
had time to cancel their 
coach.

� e men have no game this 
weekend.

Oban Lorne Ladies got back 
to winning ways on Sunday, 

beating Glasgow Uni 46-12 at 
home.

‘To play 80 minutes with 
13 players, and to walk away 
with a bonus point win is 
incredible to say the least,’ 
commented Oban Lorne’s 
Lucy Stewart.

� e ladies travel to 
Aberdeenshire on Saturday 
where they face National 
Division One leaders 
Garioch.

Magnus Bradbury in 
action for Scotland 
in the Guinness six 

Nations Championship 
earlier this year.
 Photograph courtesy of

 Scottish Rugby/SNS Images.

Hard earned draw

Oban Saints and Vale of 
Earn shared eight goals in a 
highly entertaining Scottish 
Amateur Cup second round 
tie which ebbed and � owed 
through 90 incident-packed 
minutes at Oban Community 
Pitch last Saturday a� ernoon.

Despite not witnessing the 
home win they would have 
hoped for, the large crowd 
was well entertained with a 
similar prospect in store for 
its counterpart at Market 
Park, Crie�  where the two 
sides will meet again this 
coming Saturday.

Saints lined up with the 
versatile Matt Rippon taking 
the right back berth alongside 
regular back four members 
Steven MacLeod, captain 

Dene Cassells and Scott 
Maitland. Matty Kelly re-
turned to join Myles McAuley 
in the holding mid� eld roles 
behind the more advanced 
triumvirate of David Beaton, 
Lewis Cameron and Craig 
MacEwan. Leading the line 
was co-manager Donald 
Campbell while Graham 
Douglas returned a� er a two-
match absence to claim the 
number one jersey.

Late call-up
Joining the other half of the 

management team, Willie 
Gemmell, on the bench were 
Daniel Croarkin, Cammy 
Hill, Aaron McKay and, 
answering a late call-up, the 
evergreen Ross Maitland.

Leading the line in just 
his second start of the 
season co-manager Donald 
Campbell earned his side 
a free-kick in a dangerous 
position in the fourth minute. 

Vale of Earn goalkeeper 
Garry Brock leapt to his le�  
and showed strong hands to 
push Lewis Cameron’s e� ort 
from 24-yards behind for a 
corner kick.

From the corner Lewis 
Cameron produced an ex-
cellent delivery which Dene 
Cassells climbed well to meet 
but couldn’t direct on target.

� e action moved swi� ly to 
the other end where a quickly 
taken long free-kick caught 
the Saints defence napping 
allowing Vale central mid-
� elder Euan Carter, who put 
in an excellent shi�  for the 
visitors, a free header which 
he looped over the head of 
Graham Douglas and on to 
the crossbar. A second let-o�  
immediately followed when 
James Webster sliced the re-
bound over the crossbar and 
into the perimeter fencing.

Garry Brock did well again 
in the 11th minute with a 
diving punch to take a Lewis 
Cameron cross o�  the toes 
of Donald Campbell a� er 
good work on the edge of the 
box from David Beaton and 
Matty Kelly.

Brock foiled Campbell 

again a� er 17 minutes 
diving low to his le�  to hold 
Campbell’s penalty kick a� er 
Scott Maitland’s driving run 
into the Vale box had been 
halted unlawfully by David 
Sinclair.

� e Vale goalkeeper was 
proving to be a tough nut for 
Campbell to crack as Brock 
again denied him in the 22nd 
minute a� er Craig MacEwan 
and Lewis Cameron had 
combined well to send the 
Saints ga� er through on goal.

Breakthrough
Saints � nally made the 

breakthrough in the 31st 
minute when Scott Maitland 
was sent sprawling in the Vale 
box for a second time. 

Matty Rippon took respon-
sibility for the second spot 
kick and made no mistake 
sending Garry Brock in 
the wrong direction in the 
process.

� e visitors drew level � ve 
minutes before the interval in 
opportunistic style, capital-
ising on a series of indecisive 
moments in the normally 
dependable Saints defence. 

With Graham Douglas a 
long way from his penalty 
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 17, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.25 1.0 07.09 3.8 
 13.31 1.3 19.32 3.8
Fri 01.53 1.2 07.39 3.7 
 14.00 1.4 20.04 3.6
Sat 02.27 1.3 08.14 3.6 
 14.39 1.6 20.42 3.4
Sun 03.12 1.5 08.57 3.4 
 15.33 1.8 21.34 3.1
Mon 04.15 1.7 09.57 3.2 
 17.06 2.0 23.02 2.9
Tues 05.39 1.8 11.41 3.1 
 18.53 1.9  **.**  *.*
Wed 01.55 3.0 07.03 1.7 
 14.09 3.3 20.25 1.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 12ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
7°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and
a gentle breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 12ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

16

12

11

Cammy Hill climbs high at the back post to head Saints’ 
fourth goal. Match report and photographs: Derek Black

World Cup woes for Scotland but bright future for Oban’s Bradbury

Vale keeper Garry Brock saves Donald Campbell’s penalty 
kick.

area Saints conceded posses-
sion midway inside their own 
half wide on the le� . Even 
with an open goal to aim at 
Aaron Dawson did well to 
� nd the net with a lob from 
35-yards which sailed over 
the head of the back-pedal-
ling Saints keeper.

On the stroke of half-time it 
was the visitors who were the 
bene� ciaries of a let-o�  when 
Craig MacEwan contrived 
to sent a clipped e� ort from 
eight yards the wrong side of 
Garry Brock’s le�  hand post 
when sent clean through by 
Donald Campbell.

� ere was a frank exchange 
of views during the half-time 
team talk which unfortu-
nately failed to resolve Saints 
defensive uncertainties and 
a� er nine second-half min-
utes Peter Reilly pounced on 
another mistake to clip the 
ball over Graham Douglas 
stranded on his 18-yard line 
and hammer the ball into the 
empty net to give Vale the 
lead.

� e response to going be-
hind from co-manager Willie 
Gemmell was to send on 
young striker Cammy Hill at 
the expense of defender Matt 
Rippon. 

� e change produced 
instant results when Garry 
Brock parried away a net-

bound Hill shot which Scott 
Maitland returned from the 
le�  wing straight onto the 
head of Craig MacEwan, who 
bulleted a header into the top 
corner from 12 yards.

Vale central defender Ross 
Nixon was fortunate only to 
see a yellow card for a very 
heavy late challenge on David 
Beaton on the half-way line in 
the 62nd minute. Fortunately 
there was no lasting damage 
on Beaton and he showed 
Darral Cramb a clean pair 
of heels on the right wing 
before � ring over a perfect 
delivery on the run which 
Craig MacEwan cushioned 
past Garry Brock to regain 
the lead for Saints.

Final change
� e Oban side made their 

second and � nal change of 
the a� ernoon sending on 
Ross Maitland to replace 
Donald Campbell with 17 
minutes remaining.

Craig MacEwan was denied 
a hat-trick by the narrowest 
of margins when his 77th 
minute header from a David 
Beaton right wing cross beat 
Garry Brock but bounced 
back o�  the inside of the post 
and into the keeper’s grateful 
arms.

� e visitors took full ad-
vantage of this slice of luck to 
draw level in the 80th minute. 

Once again Saints were com-
plicit, failing miserably to deal 
with a long throw-in from the 
le�  with Darral Cramb ri� ing 
the loose ball into the roof of 
the net from the corner of the 
six-yard box.

� e head of substitute 
Cammy Hill got Saints back 
in front with � ve minutes 
remaining. Lewis Cameron’s 
endeavours won a throw-in 
on the right level with the 
18-yard line.

Ross Maitland returned 
David Beaton’s throw sending 
the diminutive wide man to 
the byeline from where he 
dug out an excellent cross to 
the back post. Teenage striker 
Hill leapt salmon-like to beat 
Garry Brock at his near post 
with a thumping downward 
header.

� e joy was short lived as 
the visitors produced yet 
another equaliser just three 
minutes later. � e jitters in 
the Saints rearguard showed 
no sign of improvement and 
a failed attempt to clear the 
danger from a James Webster 
le�  wing corner fell kindly for 
Ross Nixon whose hooked 
e� ort from three yards was 
de� ected wide of the post by 
Scott Maitland, illegally in 
the opinion of referee Holms.

� ere were few complaints 
from the Saints players and 

Ross Nixon wasted no time in 
placing the ball and dispatch-
ing it into the bottom corner 
way from the despairing dive 
of Graham Douglas.

In the last of the three ad-
ditional minutes allowed by 
Mr Holms, Lewis Cameron 
was scythed down 26 yards 
from goal by Euan Carter 
earning the industrious mid-
� elder a place in the referee’s 
notebook.

Deputising
Craig MacEwan’s free-kick 

beat the Vale wall but lacked 
the power to get the better of 
Garry Brock, who capped a 
� ne performance deputising 
for regular net minder Barrie 
Chiverton by safely holding 
MacEwan’s e� ort in the � nal 
act of an enthralling cup tie.

With home advantage now 
lost, Saints will have to redou-
ble their e� orts in Saturday’s 
replay if they are to book a 
place in the third round.

Taking charge of the 1.30pm 
kick-o�  at Market Park, Crie�  
is Dundee-based whistler 
Calum Race. 

� e tie must be played to a 
� nish on the day including a 
penalty shoot-out to decide 
the winner if the two sides 
cannot be separated a� er 90 
minutes.
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Tiree’s Ben Larg surfs
30-foot wave in Ireland

Tiree teenager Ben Larg has 
surfed the wave of his life, 
braving a 30�  monster at 
Mullaghmore, Ireland.

Reigning under-18 Scottish 
Surf Champion Ben, 14, has 
surfed for Scotland in the 
Azores, Japan and Portugal, but 
has since been on a quest to surf 
a big cold-water wave in Ireland.

Working closely with Irish big 
wave sur� ng guru Peter Conroy 
and big wave surfer Ollie 
O’Flaherty, he has spent time 
over the last month training in 
Ireland.

A� er several failed attempts 
due to weather at Aileen’s, at 
the spectacular Cli� s of Moher, 
Ben took a trip to Mullaghmore, 
County Sligo to witness even 
bigger waves.

With an up close, behind the 
scenes introduction to the big 
wave sur� ng community, the 
forecast was perfect, and Ben 
was supported by big wave 
chargers Peter Conroy, Ollie 
O’Flaherty and Dylan Stott to 
surf a 30�  monster wave.

Ben said: ‘I’d told my Mum 
and Dad that I would just be 
watching so they didn’t come 
along but a� er a few hours 
watching from the jet ski in 
the channel, surfer Dylan Stott 

asked me if I wanted to be 
towed into a wave.

‘I couldn’t miss the oppor-
tunity to catch a wave. It was 
my dream to surf big waves in 
Ireland and I’m so happy I got 
to surf Mullaghmore.

‘I want to thank all of the Irish 
surfers I’ve met for helping me 
to do this. I can’t wait to surf 
more big waves in the future 
and hope that this can help 
me to attract a sponsor for the 
future.’

� e 30�  wave he caught makes 
him the youngest person ever to 
surf a big wave at Mullaghmore, 
and may elevate him to the po-
sition of the youngest Scottish 
big wave surfer ever.

� e wave was caught by 
� lm production company 
Urbancro�  Films, which has 
been following Ben and his 
family for the last three years 
making new feature documen-
tary, Riding the Wave. It follows 
Ben’s sur� ng journey, the highs 
and the lows and his search for 
big wave success.

� e � lm has been supported 
by Screen Scotland and is due 
for release in 2020.

Producer and director of the 
� lm Martyn Robertson said: 
‘We’ve been following Ben’s 

story since he was 12 and this 
wave tops o�  what was already 
an amazing story. 

‘Ben and his family are com-
pletely inspirational and we’re 
really looking forward to com-
pleting the � lm and releasing it 
in 2020.’

Water safety guru Peter 
Conroy from the Irish Tow Surf 
Rescue Club said: ‘Sur� ng big 
waves is more of a mental thing 
than a physical thing. Having 
the right mind set and courage 
to face what could potentially 
hurt you is what it’s all about.’

Tiree Wave Classic o�  cially 
got underway at the weekend.

With all � eets registered, the 
� rst thing on the agenda was 
Tiree Wave Classic event crew 
and competitors down at the 
beach for a mass beach clean 
as part of a new environmental 
initiative from the event.

Gavin Dunlop, event co-ordi-
nator and competitor, said: ‘As 
a local on Tiree it is of utmost 
importance that we do our best 
to have a positive impact on our 
wild and beautiful beaches.’ 

For more on the event, see 
www.obantimes.co.uk and 
follow us on Facebook.

SURFING

Main picture: One of the huge waves at
Mullaghmore. Inset: Tiree’s Ben Larg
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Two sta�  members of the 
Isles of Glencoe Hotel near 
Ballachulish have been praised 
a� er their swi�  actions saved 
the life of a guest who su� ered a 
serious heart attack on Sunday.

Gordon Armstrong and his 
wife Karen, from Kelso in 
the Scottish Borders, were on 
holiday in the area last week.

At the weekend they were 
staying in the hotel to celebrate 
Mr Armstrong’s impending 
50th birthday on Tuesday.

But in the bar at lunchtime 
on Sunday, Mr Armstrong, 
who works for Scottish Borders 
Council, su� ered a cardiac 
arrest.

It was only thanks to the 
quick thinking of waitress 
Kinga Puskas-Mozes and Gary 
Flood from hotel reception that 
Mr Armstrong survived, a� er 
they used the hotel de� brillator 
and � rst aid CPR to keep him 
alive until an ambulance crew 
arrived.

Mrs Armstrong told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Gordon 
had started to feel unwell. So 

I alerted Kinga  who came 
running and phoned for an 
ambulance. My husband was 
complaining of tightness in his 
chest and arm and said they 
were so hot it felt like they were 
on � re.

‘Within a couple of minutes 

his skin had turned grey and 
he passed out. Kinga already 
had the de� brillator ready and 
Gary gave him the kiss of life.

‘� is de� brillator had only 
been installed for about eight 
weeks. � ank goodness it was 
there. 

‘I can’t thank these two 
people enough for saving my 
husband’s life. We will return 
at some time in the near future 
to say a personal thank you.’

Ms Puskas-Mozes said in less 
than a minute Mr Armstrong 
went from appearing not too 

bad to slouched on the couch.
He started going red and pale 
and his pulse was through the 
roof. � ings happened so fast 
a� er that,’ she said.

‘� ankfully, I already had the 
de� brillator beside us and was 
also able to do chest compres-
sions. It must have been very 
scary for his wife and we were 

so relieved when we saw the 
ambulance arrive.

‘It is very di�  cult to put into 
words what it is like seeing 
someone possibly dying right 
in front of you. All you can 
do is your best and hope for a 
good outcome.’

A� er being taken to Belford 
Hospital in Fort William, Mr 
Armstrong was transferred 
to Raigmore Hospital in 
Inverness. Following surgery, 
he was allowed home on 
Tuesday.

All hotels in the Crie�  Hydro 
Family of Hotels group, which 
includes the Isles of Glencoe, 
have de� brillators and all sta�  
are trained in their use and 
� rst aid.

Hotel manager Lynne Banks 
said: ‘We are very proud of 
Kinga and Gary and pleased 
they were able to help Mr 
Armstrong and that he is 
recovering,’ she said.

Hotel staff praised after 
saving heart attack victim

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Gordon Armstrong, above, 
was saved thanks to the 
quick actions of Kinga 
Puskas-Mozes and Gary 
Flood as they waited for 
paramedics to arrive. 
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On the verge of disaster
Stop the needless cutting of wildflower verges alongside key roads
In a special article this week,  
DR JON MERCER, chairman of 
Lochaber Biodiversity Action 
Plan Group, writes about the 
importance of local wild�ower 
verges.
In the Highlands, we o�en believe 
we have been sheltered from a loss 
of biodiversity seen elsewhere in the 
country. Unfortunately, in relation 
to plants, this is not always the case.

Nationally, we have seen a massive 
97 per cent reduction in wild�ower 
meadows over the past 50 or so 
years. Work on monitoring the re-
maining meadows in our own area 
suggests that a similar decline may 
well have occurred here.

�is has happened mainly through 
changes in agricultural practice, 
with changes in grazing regimes, 
improvement of grassland leys and 
a change to silage, as well as losses 
through development and neglect of 
cro�ing land.

With one or two notable excep-
tions, the best place to see meadow 
�owers these days is on the sides of 
our roads and canals, where they are 
le� largely undisturbed.

�ere are many bene�ts to main-
taining wild�ower verges, aside 
from the obvious appeal of aesthetic 
enjoyment that might brighten 
many a car journey.

�ese plants support a wealth of 
invertebrates from butter�ies and 
moths to beetles and bees. Many 
species, not just bees, act as pollina-
tors for crops and fruit trees.

Verges act as a reservoir for 

predators that feed on aphids and 
other pests that attack crops such as 
potatoes. A well-vegetated roadside 
also provides a wildlife corridor 
in which small mammals, reptiles 
and amphibia can live, and through 
which other creatures such as 
hedgehogs, hare and deer can pass.

�ey also o�er a valuable food 
source for both seed- and insect-eat-
ing birds. Sadly, if verges are cut 
early in the year and not allowed 
to grow, none of these bene�ts is 
realised.

�ere are some fantastic examples 
of herb-rich verges in Lochaber. 

Orchids, ox-eye daisies, knapweeds 
and many other �owers provide 
a wealth of colour and diversity 
throughout the spring, summer and 
early autumn.

In many places, plants such as yel-
low rattle suppress the development 
of rank grasses.

Kidney vetch grows along the 
A86, and the A830 has a wonderful 
display of northern marsh orchid 
between Corpach and the High 
School.

�e verges along the A884 towards 
Lochaline support melancholy 
thistle and butter�y orchids, while 
the A82 south sports rich splashes 
of wood anemones and wood 
cranesbill.

Unfortunately, there is a tendency 
to tidy even these spectacular 
stretches, particularly around our 
settlements. Is this really necessary?

Typical maintenance regimes 

involve cutting the verges and 
trimming roadside shrubs once or 
twice a year and are carried out by 
BEAR Scotland on the trunk roads 
and Highland Council on all other 
roads.

�ese are o�en timed for conven-
ience rather than taking account 
of �owering periods and wildlife. 
Cutting invariably takes place in the 
summer months.

If wild�ower verges �ourish with-
out cutting and plants allowed to set 
seed, then the biodiversity of these 
oases is preserved. If cutting must 
be done, then this can take place 
in autumn a�er the vegetation has 
started to die back.

In reality, many of our local 
verges will be naturally grazed 
back by sheep and deer over the 
winter, making this unnecessary. 
Obviously, there are areas around 
road junctions and other blind spots 
where grass-cutting is necessary for 
safety reasons.

If other parts of the verges are 
le�, however, there will be more 
resources available for keeping these 
clear. Similarly, a high cut to prevent 
the development of scrub may be 
necessary every few years.

�ere is an obvious saving to be 
made in maintenance costs overall, 
particularly given the length of un-
populated roads within our region.

Wild�ower verges provide colour, 
further enhance the beauty of the 
area and give a boost to biodiversity. 
Why not reconsider verge-cutting 
now? What about it, councillors?

Dr Jon Mercer leading a group from Lochaber Natural History Society surveying a wild�ower verge

‘They provide colour, 
further enhance the 
beauty of the area and 
give a boost to diversity’

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000 
Helensburgh 01436 674976 
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Building Consultancy
Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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Searchers hunting the Glen 
Roy area for a missing hill-
walker found the body of a 
man last � ursday morning.

Police were alerted last 
Wednesday a� er a bag was 
found in a remote location 
near to Creag a Chail, Roy 
Bridge.

O�  cers carried out 
enquiries to establish the 
owner and extensive searches 
were carried out to trace 
a 67-year-old man. Police 
were assisted by Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team 
personnel, a Coastguard 
helicopter and local estate 
workers during the search.

A police statement said: 
‘Around 11.05am on 
� ursday October 10, the 
body of a man was recov-
ered. A post mortem will 
take place in due course to 
establish the exact cause of 
death, however, there are no 
suspicious circumstances 
surrounding the death and a 
full report will be sent to the 
Procurator Fiscal.’

Members of Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team faced 
di�  cult overnight   condi-
tions during the search, with 
rivers and streams in the area 
swollen by this week’s heavy 
periods of rain.

Searchers � nd body during 
hunt for missing hillwalker

Searchers 
endured 
di�  cult 
conditions 
overnight 
due to the 
recent heavy 
rainfall. 
Photograph: LMRT.

� e Lochaber Times was recently noti� ed 
that four of the new pupils in primary 
one at Lundavra Primary School in Fort 
William missed out on being included in 
the photographic round up of all Lochaber’s 
youngest new primary pupils. So the paper 

was delighted when photographer John 
Paul Peebles was able to pop in to the school 
recently and take this super photograph. 

� e Lundavra youngsters enjoyed their 
time in front of the photographer’s camera.
Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Lundavra’s fab four are all smiles

� e demolition of the old 
British Alcan Social Club 
will begin today (� ursday 
October 17) to make way for 
the Highland Soap Company’s 
factory and visitor centre.

E� orts had been made to 
preserve the building due 
to its signi� cance in Fort 
William but, a� er surveys, 
the building was condemned.

In a statement for the com-
pany, owners Emma Parton 
and Archie MacDonald said 
the demolition would go 
ahead.

Condemned
� e statement continued: 

‘� e BA Club buildings were 
built by the family of Archie 
MacDonald, business partner 
of our founder Emma Parton, 
when they were the tenant 
farmers of Inverlochy Farm 
150 years ago. 

‘� e current buildings were 
sadly condemned but we will 
be rebuilding to the same 
dimensions of the club and 
with the same look and feel 
that many people remember 
so fondly.

‘We want everyone locally 
to know that we feel a strong 
family and historical bond 
to the club and are creating 
a sympathetic and quality 
building that we hope people 
will love and really be able 

to get behind.’ In comments 
on the company’s Facebook 
page, people were sad to hear 
that the building would be 
demolished but were positive 
about the soap company 
creating something new on 
the site.

A hub for parties, ceilidhs 
and general socialising in 
the days of British Alcan, the 
building was most recently 
used for Stramash nursery 
before the nursery created 
other facilities on the same 
site.

� e demolition and build-
ing work will not a� ect the 
usual running of Stramash, 
with sta�  praising how sup-

portive the new developers 
have been.

Stramash team leader 
Cameron Sprague said: ‘� e 
building work is not going to 
a� ect the way we work at all 
and we are working closely 
with Emma Parton so that 
we can use their café for 
parent co� ee mornings and 
once they get their botanicals 
going we would like to get 
the children involved in the 
growing of them as well.’

� e new building will take 
on the manufacturing of � e 
Highland Soap Company’s 
products before distributing 
to customers and their stores 
across Scotland.

BA Social Club to 
be demolished

The BA Social Club will be demolished and replaced with a new building, illustrated above.

� ere will also be a visitor 
centre, shop and café area for 
people to go and see once the 
building is complete, which is 
likely to be at some point in 
2020.

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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� e weekend saw Scottish 
trail running company Girls 
on Hills Ltd hold a new 
course to encourage women 
into the growing sport of 
ultrarunning and equip them 
with the skills and con� dence 
they need to succeed.

� e course was the � rst 
of its kind and was deliv-
ered with the support of 
record-breaking mountain 
runner Nicky Spinks and 
fast-packing explorer Jenny 

Tough, in Glencoe. � e week-
end incorporated sessions on 
nutrition, injury prevention, 
navigation and running 
with poles. Uniquely it also 
included talks on motivation, 
mindfulness and strategies 
for managing fear.

� e sessions covered wom-
en-speci� c topics such as the 
menopause, amenorrhea and 
travelling and wild-camping 
as a solo female. � e group 
also learned about building 

useful muscle without ‘bulk-
ing’ from Lochaber’s female 
world champion weight-li� er 
Emma Hebborn.

Girls on Hills co-director 
Keri Wallace said: ‘We’re 
thrilled the event was a 
success. It was such a positive 
and open atmosphere, and a 
really unique experience; 20 
ladies enjoyed learning new 
skills from some top athletes 
and sharing their love of trail 
running.’

Glencoe welcomes ultra running legend

Campaign group hopes to create 
permanent performing arts space
A dedicated theatre space 
in Lochaber will invigorate 
the arts and entertainment 
of the area, according to one 
campaigner, writes Richard 
Mason.

Drama teacher Ilona 
Munro is passionate about 
performing arts and is ded-
icated to getting a space to 
support artists in the area.

Ms Munro says getting a 
fully functioning theatre 
right away is unrealistic 
which is why she is initially 
looking for funding to pro-
mote arts in the area.

She said: ‘� is is to 
demonstrate that there is 
a demand for arts and that 
quality, professional work 
can come out of Lochaber, 
and also come to visit. If we 
can secure initial funding 
then we will be able to com-
mit more time to � nding 
and developing a space.

‘We have great spaces in 
some high schools and the 
Nevis Centre, but they do 
not have the facilities for a 
professional show. Places 
such as Ballachulish Village 
Hall have always been 

amazing at bringing live 
performances, but we want 
a dedicated space so the area 
attracts touring groups.’

Ms Munro continued: 
‘When I speak to people 
that make theatre they say 
it is hard to have a stop in 
Lochaber because they are 
not sure where to go and 
how it � ts into their touring 
ring. 

‘� at is why we have 
spoken to organisations in 
Skye and Argyll, so we can 
make a really clear and easy 
touring route going up or 
down the west of Scotland.’

� e space would also have 
provision for visual arts.

She is expecting a visit 
from High Life Highland’s 
arts, culture and creativity 
development o�  cer in the 
next few weeks.

A spokesperson for High 
Life Highland said that 
while it could not o� er 
� nancial assistance, the 
charity would be: ‘happy to 
assist or advise group or-
ganisers in any way it can’.

To stay up to date with 
how the project is going 
follow the � eatre Lochaber 
Facebook page.

Having a dedicated space for performing arts could 
attract touring groups like Theatre Gu Leòr to bring 
productions to Lochaber. Photograph: Le Mihaela Bodlovic A dead dog was found on 

the B863 roadside during a 
clean-up run by Kinlochleven 
Community Council.

A group of 30 people spent 
their Saturday cleaning up 
rubbish from the high and 
low roads beside Loch Leven 
on October 12.

� ey were shocked and sad-
dened to � nd a dead dog in a 
black bin bag, thoughtlessly 
tossed over the bank beside 
the road.

Chairwoman of 
Kinlochleven Community 
Council Yvonne Rosie said: 
‘An awful amount of rubbish 
and larger objects were 
dumped in this beautiful part 
of the world, even the remains 
of a dead dog in a black bin 
liner. Shocking, disturbing 
and so unnecessary.

Shocking
‘What kind of person 

does this is beyond my 
comprehension.’

� e SSPCA told the 
Lochaber Times that when a 
deceased animal is found the 
police or local council should 
be contacted to investigate 
the incident.

Scottish SPCA chief super-
intendent Mike Flynn said, 
‘We are sorry to hear about 
the death of the dog.

‘If anyone suspects an 
animal welfare concern, they 
should contact our con� den-
tial animal helpline on 03000 
999 999.’

Among the piles of rubbish 
collected were copious 
amounts of empty alcohol 
bottles and drink cans, 

along with a bag of human 
excrement.

Volunteers were unable to 
safely dispose of some dis-
carded car parts and even a 
couple of white goods, tipped 
down the bank of the high 
road.

Ms Rosie is appealing to 
people to be proactive about 
cleaning up the road verges 
throughout the year, but 
the community is planning 
an early spring clean of the 
sections it was not able to get 
this time around.

Councillor and 
Kinlochleven resident 
Andrew Baxter praised the 
work of the volunteers.

He said: ‘Our community 
is going from strength to 
strength at the moment and 
this clean-up demonstrates 
what can be done when the 
whole village works together. 

‘However, I am both 
saddened and angered by 
some of the things that were 

unearthed. � e thought that 
someone could dump a dead 
dog in this way is sickening. 
And I am particularly 
annoyed that within a few 
hours of this amazing e� ort 
it is spoiled by those sel� sh 
idiots dumping their fast-
food rubbish in lay-bys close 
to the village. � ey should be 
ashamed.’

And in a great display of 
community spirit volunteers 
were welcomed back to the 
village on Saturday with ba-
con rolls, home-baking and 
hot drinks.

If anyone wants to volun-
teer for the next clean-up 
then they can stay up to 
date with the Kinlochleven 
Community Council on its 
Facebook page.

Litter pickers 
fi nd dead dog 
by roadside

The piles of rubbish collected by volunteers on Saturday. 
Photograph: Davy Gunn

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Cairngorm will be
with you from conception,
through construction, to completion
of your home improvement project.

 It is the best investment we have
ever made, we are absolutely

delighted with the end product and
can’t fault Cairngorm at all!   

Mr & Mrs Jones, Latheron
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HC-One’s Moss Park care 
home in Caol, Fort William 
is celebrating having recently 
been awarded a prestigious 
Healthy Living Award by 
NHS Scotland, demon-
strating that the care home 
is working to the national 
standards of good practice, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Moss Park Head Chef, 
Javier Sanchez, supported 
by catering team members, 
Krisitine Kuprikova, Yvonne 
MacPherson and Elina Grase 
work hard to provide nutri-
tional meals made with fresh 
ingredients each day for the 
home’s residents.

�e menus are regularly 
reviewed by residents, their 
families and members of the 
team at Moss Park, to ensure 
that the home continues to 
provide a balanced and var-
ied diet for residents.

�e salt and sugar content 
of the food at Moss Park has 
been drastically reduced and 
replaced with healthier ingre-
dients, including, more fresh 
fruit and vegetables.

Moss Park is dedicated to 
promoting healthier living 

choices for both residents and 
sta�. Some team members 
have undertaken healthy 
living training which the 
home hopes will lead to more 
people becoming ambas-
sadors for healthy living in 
the care home and the wider 
community.

Located on St John’s Road, 
Moss Park o�ers nursing and 
nursing dementia care for 
older members of the com-
munity and is currently in a 
refurbishment programme.

Eilidh Kerr, home manager 
at Moss Park, said: ‘�e whole 
team has worked so hard to 
win this award and I am so 
proud of them, they absolute-
ly deserve it. 

‘�e e�ort has been massive 
and to win this award is truly 
outstanding.’

HC-One Area Director 
Janet Kermack added: ‘What 
a fantastic achievement. I 
would like to congratulate 
the whole team for its com-
mitment to healthy living 
and hard work to providing 
the best possible care and 
support for each and every 
resident.’

Sta� and 
residents 
of Moss 
Park 
celebrate 
their 
catering 
award. 
Photograph: 

Iain Ferguson, 

alba.photos

Caol care home 
served up with 
major catering 
award

Nancy Kennedy, left, Nicky Spinks, Keri Wallace of Girls on 
Hills and Sarah Mercer from Glencoe Outdoor Centre.

Multi-award-winning come-
dian Alan Carr had Lochaber 
audiences in hysterics at his 
two shows in the area at the 
weekend, writes Nic Goddard.

Both Saturday’s show in 
Fort William and a second in 
Glenuig on Sunday were sold 
out within hours of tickets 
going on sale.

Glenuig hall was packed 
with around 200 people for 
the evening gig. Playing to 

a lively and appreciative 
audience, Carr blended local 
observational comedy with 
testing new jokes which made 
for a riotous performance 
with plenty of audience 
participation.

Sworn to secrecy over the 
exact content of the material, 
su�ce to say it was littered with 
Carr’s trademark outrageous 
one liners, name dropping 
and plenty of self deprecating 

humour. �e audience ranged 
from a 14-year-old, who in-
evitably was spotted from the 
stage, to retired folk.

Support act Kelly Convey 
speculated the entire popula-
tion of Glenuig was at the gig, 
and certainly no vehicles were 
encountered coming in the 
opposite direction on the way 
home suggesting everyone 
who was out that evening was 
at the show.

Alan Carr cracks up audiences in Lochaber

Before 31 October, your business will need to: 

• get a UK EORI number 

• find out what certificates your products need 

• be aware of new food labelling requirements

• get new paperwork for your drivers 

• plan to transport your goods via the correct  
 EU Border Inspection Posts 

• be aware of changes to tariffs

Find out how to meet new requirements  
at gov.uk/brexit-export-fish

Get ready for Brexit

Meet new 
regulatory 
requirements to 
keep trading fish 
with the EU

FISH & SEAFOOD 
BUSINESSES



Lochaber Times
Thursday 17 October 20196 NEWS

LT

Chef is banned 
after road smash
A chef whose careless driving 
caused a smash that hospi-
talised the passenger of an-
other car near Invergarry on 
February 11 was banned from 
driving for seven months and  
handed a £720 � ne when he 
appeared at Fort William 
Sheri�  Court last week.

Gordon Angus McNeill, 41, 
of 24 Cara View, Tayinloan, 
Tarbert, pleaded guilty to the 
charge of careless driving, 
which took place near where 
the A87 Kyle to Invergarry 
road joins the A82.

McNeill had just completed 
a morning shi�  as part of 
some agency work at a hotel 
on Skye and was heading 
home when the accident 
occurred at 2pm.

� e court heard that 
McNeill’s red Jaguar had 
been negotiating a sweeping 
le� -hand bend and had dri� -
ed into the middle of the road 
outside Invergarry.

Procurator � scal Martina 

Eastwood said: ‘McNeill’s 
car was straddling the centre 
double white line as it met the 
Hilux and showed no sign of 
changing course. � e driver 
of the Hilux had to take 
evasive manoeuvres to try to 
avoid a collision.’

� e Jaguar and the Hilux 
then collided, with McNeill’s 
vehicle coming to rest on the 
verge.

‘Both airbags in the Hilux 
deployed and, while its driver 
was uninjured, the passenger 
was taken to Raigmore 
Hospital and treated for a 
fractured sternum,’ added 
Mrs Eastwood.

Sheri�  Eilidh MacDonald 
heard Mrs Eastwood explain 
that the driver and passenger 
of the Hilux had got out of 
their vehicle and spoken to 
McNeill, who had apologised 
and explained he might have 
fallen asleep at the wheel.

Defence agent Hamish 
Melrose told the court there 

was no suggestion McNeill 
had been driving at excessive 
speed at the time of the acci-
dent but that he did allow his 
vehicle to cross over onto the 
opposing carriageway.

‘He apologised and accepted 
responsibility. He’s not really 
sure how this came about and 
said as a way of explanation 
that he may have fallen asleep  
but it is not necessarily the 
case that he did fall asleep. 
� at was just his � rst reaction 
at the scene of the accident,’ 
said Mr Melrose.

Mr Melrose said McNeill, 
who is single, had been work-
ing on Skye for six months as 
an agency chef and commut-
ed every day at the time of the 
accident.

‘He has no previous convic-
tions and has never had any 
endorsements on his driving 
licence in more than 20 years 
of driving. � is is actually 
his � rst appearance in a 
court for any driving o� ence 

and I am asking My Lady to 
take that into account in any 
sentencing.’

Mr Melrose also told Sheri�  
MacDonald that McNeill 
needed his licence to drive 
to work every day as his 
commute was 24 miles. He 
currently works as an exec-
utive head chef at a hotel in 
Machrihanish.

But Sheri�  MacDonald 
told McNeill this was a very 
serious matter. ‘You are lucky 
more signi� cant injuries 
did not occur, although an 
injury did occur which was 
signi� cant and frightening,’ 
she said.

‘It is incomprehensible to 
me that you could not explain 
how your car strayed onto the 
opposing carriageway.

‘I therefore have no alterna-
tive but to impose a period of 
disquali� cation. You will be 
disquali� ed for a period of 
seven months and I impose a 
� ne of £720.’

Former Dugdale advisor 
to take on Blackford 
A former senior 
advisor to Labour’s 
e x - H o l y r o o d 
leader Kezia 
Dugdale has 
been picked 
by his party to 
contest the Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber 
seat for Westminster 
currently held by the SNP’s 
Ian Blackford.

John Erskine, above, was 
announced as Labour can-
didate for the next general 
election following a meeting 
of the constituency party in 
Fort William on Saturday.

Mr Erskine previously 
stood in the neighbouring 
Caithness, Sutherland and 
Easter Ross constituency 
at the 2015 general election 
where he secured the best 
result for Labour in the 
Highlands, as well as being 
a Highlands and Islands 
regional list candidate at the 
Holyrood elections in 2016.

He has extensive experience 
of working in Scottish politics 
and now works as a commu-
nications professional for one 
of Scotland’s leading legal 
regulatory organisations.

Following his selec-
tion, Mr Erskine 

said: ‘It is an 
honour and a 
privilege to have 
been selected to 
stand for Scottish 

Labour in my 
home constituency 

of Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber and I look forward 
to running a positive cam-
paign on Labour’s plan to put 
people before privilege, end-
ing austerity and taking on 
the vested interests holding 
people back.

‘Only Labour will rebuild 
Britain and invest in every 
community from Fort 
William to Dingwall to de-
liver a country and economy 
that works for the many, not 
the few.’

Mr Erskine was born and 
raised in the Highlands, and 
started his career working 
for Highlands and Islands 
Labour MSPs Rhoda Grant 
and David Stewart in 
Inverness before going to 
advise Iain Gray MSP and 
then Scottish Labour Leader 
Ms Dugdale in the Scottish 
Parliament.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

From our classic to 
premium ranges, we tailor a 
kitchen to you and your pocket

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Residents urged to back 
anti-glue trap campaign
One of the world’s biggest 
animal welfare charities is 
urging Lochaber’s residents 
to lend their support to its call 
for the Scottish Government 
to ban cruel glue traps.

� e Scottish Government 
is currently reviewing the 
public sale and use of glue 
traps – sometimes called glue 
boards.

Sold in many hundreds of 
DIY stores and small shops, 
HSI says rodent glue traps 
cause unimaginable su� ering 
to many thousands of helpless 
animals each year.

Trapped in the glue for 
hours or days, mice and 
rats su� er horri� c injuries 
and a slow death. In their 
desperate struggle to escape 
many break limbs and tear 
o�  fur and skin before even-
tually su� ocating or dying of 
dehydration.

� ere are regular reports of 
other animals getting stuck 
on them too, including birds 
and even cats.

Stephanie Maw, Humane 
Society International/
UK campaigner, told the 
Lochaber Times this week: 
‘Lochaber is renowned for 
the diversity of its wildlife, 
yet glue traps, owing to their 
indiscriminate nature, are a 
huge threat to birds and other 
wild animals and will  cause 
any trapped animal horren-
dous su� ering.

‘Once they are stuck to a glue 
board, animals o� en su� er a 
slow and agonising death by 
starvation or by su� ocation 
from their mouths being 
clogged with glue. Sometimes 
they even chew o�  their own 
limbs in a desperate attempt 
to escape.

‘Glue traps have already 
been outlawed in Ireland, 
New Zealand and the 
Australian state of Victoria, 
and it is wonderful that the 
Scottish Government is now 
also considering a ban.

‘We urge the minister for 
Rural A� airs and the Natural 
Environment Mairi Gougeon 
to take swi�  action to protect 
Scotland’s animals by pro-
hibiting these cruel devices.’

And Scottish SPCA chief 
superintendent Mike Flynn 
echoed her words, telling us: 
‘� e Scottish SPCA is op-
posed to the use of glue traps.

‘� ey are unnecessarily 
cruel and cause an immense 
amount of su� ering to the 
animals trapped in them. 
� ey are also totally indis-
criminate in what they catch.

‘� ey are still legal in the 
UK. � ose setting the traps 
are obliged to stop unneces-
sary su� ering by checking 
them regularly but there is no 
way of monitoring or enforc-
ing this.

‘It’s an inhumane method of 
pest control that has no place 
in modern society. We would 
support an outright ban on 
glue traps.’

Animal char-
ity Humane 
Society 
International 
has appealed 
to Lochaber 
residents to 
support its 
campaign 
to ban glue 
traps.

Half-term blitz for Fort 
William play areas
Volunteers from Upper 
Achintore Regeneration 
Group (UARG) and Fort 
William Town Team plan to 
clean up litter from children’s 
play parks in Fort William 
this weekend, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

� e ‘weather-driven’ lit-
ter-pick will begin at 11am on 
Sunday in the play park by the 
entrance to Ban�  Crescent on 
Lochaber Road.

‘We start at Ban�  Crescent 
play area at 11am, then if 
there are enough people 
we’ll make our way down 
the school route paths to 
Lundavra Crescent play area 
and do there too,’ said UARG 
chair Mark Lin� eld earlier 
this week.

� e clean-ups will be the 
� rst events triggered by 
weather forecasts monitored 
by Fort William Town Team. 

Mr Drayton explained 
the new ‘weather-driven’ 
approach: ‘If it’s pouring with 
rain people won’t pick litter. 
Weather forecasts only reach 
so far ahead, so it’s hard to 
plan for that.

‘But with social media we 

can organise events spontane-
ously. UARG has a Facebook 
page, as does the Town Team. 
� ose are the places to go.’

� e method is simple, he 
added and can be adopted by 
anyone: ‘Keep an eye on the 
long-range forecasts for likely 
weekend opportunities. Each 
week, reach agreement via 
social media on the Monday 
evening based on the medi-
um-range forecast. � en get 
the message out to everyone 
else. I’m here to help: just 
email mark@fortwilliam-
townteam.co.uk’

Town Team Information 
O�  cer Mark Drayton urged 
other areas to copy UARG.

‘Start in your local play park 
and if you have enough people 
and time, expand into other 
pedestrian areas. Wear gloves 
and visible clothing. Work in 
pairs and small groups. Carry 
a drink and set a reasonable 
time limit – two hours is 
long enough for most people, 
especially children,’ he said.

‘Litter isn’t just bad for tour-
ism and the environment: 
it’s unhygienic and bad for 
mental health, too.’
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When you join Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, 
you are joining the Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce 
(SCC) network of Chambers 
throughout Scotland.

Working together with the 
network, the SCC engages 
with decision-makers to 
in�uence policy, ensuring the 
interests of all businesses are 
represented.

One of the main ways 
we do this is through the 
SCC Quarterly Economic 
Indicator, which invites all 
members to submit their 
views every three months.

�e survey, conducted 
by Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce, in partnership 
with the Fraser of Allander 
Institute, is Scotland’s long-
est-running economic survey 
of its kind.

�e latest Quarterly 
Economic Indicator survey 
for Q3 of 2019 has just been 

published and shows that 
businesses continue to strug-
gle due to factors caused by 
Brexit uncertainty.

Con�dence remains on 
a downward trend in most 
sectors compared to the same 
period last year.

Yet businesses, particularly 
in the �nancial and business 
services sector, are cautiously 
optimistic that a positive 
outcome to Brexit on October 
31 could start restoring 
con�dence in the Scottish 
economy.

Commenting on the re-
sults, Tim Allan, president 
of Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce, said: ‘What em-
ployers need more than ever 
is for Scottish and UK gov-
ernments to hone their focus 
on the needs of the economy.

‘Scotland in particular suf-
fers a long-standing problem 
of slower economic growth 
relative to England and poor 
productivity compared to 
global peers.

‘We urgently need to correct 
these trends if Scotland is to 
deliver an inclusive economy 
that provides the jobs, skills 
and prosperity for current 
and future generations.’

Make sure your voice is 
heard and bene�t from being 
part of a supportive business 
network that stands up for 
your business. 

Join the Lochaber chamber 
online or call us on 01397 
705765. 

View from the Chamber

�e �rst female Afghan to 
scale her country’s highest 
peak took to the hills of 
Lochaber last week, writes 
Mark Entwistle.

Hanifa Yousou�, who was 
accompanied by her friend 
and colleague, Freshta 
Ibrahimi, is part of Ascend, 
an initiative that works 
to equip young women in 
Afghanistan to rise above 
the challenges they face in 
everyday life.

�ey are also involved with 
the inspiring Free to Run 
project, which uses adventure 
sports to develop female 
leaders in regions of con�ict.

Ms Yousou� overcame child 
marriage, depression and the 
constant threat of violence 
by taking part in Ascend’s 
mountaineering project, 
becoming the �rst woman to 
climb the 24,580 feet to the 
pinnacle of Mount Noshaq in 
Afghanistan.

Ms Yousou� and Ms 
Ibrahimi were in the UK 
giving a series of talks to 
encourage women into the 
mountains, but their trip 
to Glencoe was for the ex-
perience of climbing in the 
Highlands.

�e women visited the 
Glencoe Rescue Centre and 
met renowned mountaineer 
Hamish MacInnes.    Ms 
Yousou� and Ms Ibrahimi 
then climbed Buachaille 
Etive Mor and were excited 
by the green colours and the 
combination of mountain 
and sea, as their own beauti-

ful landscape is stark in com-
parison.  �eir visit coincided 
with heavy downpours but, 
rather than putting them o�, 
they loved the experience of 
the wet.

Nancy Kennedy from 
Girls on Hills also met Ms 
Yousou� and Ms Ibrahimi 
during their visit.    She told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘�ough 
we come from very di�erent 
backgrounds we share the 
same ethos.

‘Girls to Run is also both 
part of the Free to Run move-
ment, equipping women with 
the skills to go o� on their 
own, empowering them to 
go into the mountains and be 
free to run.

‘Women here have similar 
obstacles – though not to the 
same extent, we don’t have 
the fear of violence – but 
family time and lack of con�-
dence are o�en obstacles that 
we put in our path.

‘When we started Girls on 
Hills we thought the focus 
would be mainly on running, 
but the most rewarding 
aspect has been working with 
women who have come to 
us a�er a life event, such as 
divorce or illness, wanting to 
make a change.

‘�e e�ects of coming out 
into the hills spills out into 
their lives. It was a pleasure 
to meet these inspirational 
women.’

Inspirational Afghan female 
climbers visit Lochaber

Hanifa Yousou�, centre, and Freshta Ibrahimi, with Nancy 
Kennedy in Crafts and Things in Glencoe.

 ‘Women in Business’ 
Networking Lunch
with guest speaker Sarah Heward  
of the Real Food Cafe, Tyndrum
Wednesday 20th November, 12 – 2pm, The Moorings Hotel
Come along to our first-ever ‘Women in Business’ lunch during Lochaber Ideas Week. 
Enjoy a relaxed lunch, meet fellow women in business and listen to the inspirational 
Sarah Heward as she reveals how she has gone from being almost bankrupt to creating a 
business with a turnover of more than £1.5 million. 

In 2005 Sarah gave up her job as managing director of a wine bar company in London and 
quit the rat-race to pursue her dream of opening her own business. Sarah will discuss the 
huge obstacles she faced and the valuable lessons learnt along the way.

Sarah moved to Tyndrum to open The Real Food Café, transforming a derelict Little Chef 
into an award-winning roadside diner. Famous for its award-winning fish and chips and 
home baking, the cafe serves over 200,000 people from all corners of the globe.

In 2018 the café was listed in The Lonely Planet Guide, and took home a 'Free From' Eating 
Out Award for its gluten-free fish and chips and was shortlisted for the VisitScotland 
Thistle Awards “Best Eating Experience”, the Scottish Apprenticeship Award for “Best SME 
Employer” and ‘Walkers Café of the Year’ in Great Outdoors Magazine.

Sarah herself was awarded the NatWest Everywoman Athena award in 2014, a prestigious 
award given to the most inspirational women in business. More recently, in 2018 she was 
named one of Woman & Home magazine’s '50 over 50' inspirational women.

We’re delighted to welcome Sarah along to speak during Lochaber Ideas Week. 

Tickets cost £10. Please book online, call us or pop into the office 
at 15 High Street to book your ticket today!

 

Sarah Heward, Founder & Marketing Director The Real Food Café, Tyndrum.
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WHAT’S ON

Pupils from Bun-Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Loch Abar be-
came superheroes for the 
day last � ursday.

Là na Gaisgich – Hero 
Day – was organised by the 
children to raise funds for 
the Anthony Nolan chari-
ty, which supports patients 
and families who have 
been a� ected by blood 
cancer or blood disorders.

� e event was led by 
Class 4/5 and their teacher 
Karen Anne Melville, and 
raised an incredible £600.

Children held a superhe-
ro parade, made superhero 
capes and masks, and 
baked treats for a co� ee 
a� ernoon which was well 
attended by parents.  

Pupils of all ages were also 
excited to receive a surprise 
visit from Spiderman.

� e Hero Day sought to 

highlight that not all he-
roes wear capes.   Anthony 
Nolan said of the schools 
that took part in the event 
that ‘by taking on a hero 
day you’ll be raising money 
to save lives of people with 
blood cancer.    Now that’s 
heroic’.

Mrs Melville added: ‘I 
cannot begin to thank 
everybody for all the 
help and support – from 
the Cròileagan and Sgoil 
Àraich, to all the children, 
sta�  and parents, and also 
the amazing helpers in the 
morning and a� ernoon.’

Fort ‘superheroes’ hold 
special fundraising day 

A surprise guest in the 
shape of Spiderman 
swung into Bun Sgoil 
Gaidhlig Loch Abar. 

 Lochaber Natural History 
Society will host a talk 
entitled The Shiant isles by 
speaker Alister Clunas, on 
Monday October 21, in the 
Ben Nevis Hotel. The talk 
starts at 7.30pm.
 Lochaber Transport 
Forum holds its AGM and 
quarterly meeting in the 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church Hall in Fort William 
on October 29. Starts 11am.
 An evening of music and 
songs, entitled The Praise 
Gathering, will be held in 
Fort William Baptist Church 
on Sunday November 3, at 
7pm. The event is being held 
in aid of Mission Aviation 
Fellowship.
 The 10-Pin Bowling 
Team league restarts on 
Monday November 4 at the 
Nevis Centre, Fort William. 
Registration and practise 
at 6.30pm on October 21 
and 28. Please turn up on 
a registration night or call 
07710 940917. 

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

LT
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

As Mòd Glaschu 2019 gets 
into full swing, it is pertinent 
that it comes at a time when 
Highland music across the 
country, and in Glasgow in 
particular, is seeing a powerful 
renaissance.

Never in my lifetime or for 
many generations preced-
ing it has the music of the 
Highlands and Islands been 
as strong as it is now and An 
Comunn Gàidhealach can be 
proud to have played a vital 
role in this.

With its unmatched concen-
tration of Gaels and their de-
scendants, Glasgow is known 
as Baile Mòr Nan Gaidheal 
(the city of the Gaels) and it 
is no accident it is there where 
this musical re-awakening is 
most prevalent.

� e Mòd and Glasgow have 
both played important parts 
in my own musical voyage. 
It was at the Govan Town 
Halls in 1990 that, aged 11, I 
� rst competed at a national 
Mòd and I was delighted and 
surprised when I came second 
in the under-18 accordion 
competition.

It was also in Glasgow that I 

studied music at the RSAMD 
and where Skipinnish was 
formed. It was in the Islay Inn, 
the Park Bar, and at the many 
association ceilidhs, concerts 
and dances that we cut our 
teeth and learned our trade.

� e management and sta�  
of these two Glasgow pubs 
and the committee members 
of the island associations take  
much credit for any success 
that has come our way since 
and we are very grateful to 
them for the support they 
gave and still give us. � ese 
Highland watering holes 
and many members of these 
committees will be playing a 
big part in Mòd Glaschu 2019.

Looking back on the time-
line of Mòds and to my own 
musical beginnings, I � nd 
it hard to comprehend the 
scale of change. I could never 
have envisioned that, in 2019, 
Skipinnish would play to full 
houses at both the Glasgow 
Royal Concert Hall and the 
Barrowland Ballroom within 
seven weeks. Similarly, I 
would never have foreseen 
that a venue the size of the 
Barrowland Ballroom would 

be the venue for the � nal 
Mòd concert, as it will be this 
Friday when Skerryvore and 
Trail West take that famous 
stage.

As I have written about in 
other articles, there is a long 
way to go for our culture, 
and most importantly it is 
essential the language of the 
Gael follows the music in its 
resurrection. Highland music 
without the language from 
which it is derived is a ghost 
and will not endure.

However, despite the long, 
hard and yet exciting road 
ahead, Gaels should rejoice for 
what has been achieved to date 
and An Comunn Gàidhealach 
should take a bow for its vital 
part in how far our music has 
come since a time when it was 
on the brink of oblivion.

At the Barrowland Ballroom 
tomorrow, when 2,000 people 
are dancing to Skerryvore 
playing Nighean na cailliche 
crotaiche crùbaich, and join-
ing with Trail West singing A’ 
Pheigi a’ Ghraidh, there will 
be a powerful sense of hope 
for the future of the Mòd and 
the future of the Gael.

Around 100 students and their 
families packed into the Nevis 
Centre on Friday when West 
Highland College UHI held its 
annual graduation ceremony.

Students from all of the 
college’s 10 centres through-
out Skye, Wester Ross and 
Lochaber attended and the 
event began with an academic 
procession led by Professor 
Crichton Lang, principal and 
vice chancellor (interim) of the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands.

Ms Lydia Rohmer, principal 
of West Highland College 
UHI, welcomed the graduates 
and their families and urged 
students to make the most of 
their achievements and choic-
es, saying: ‘Every single one 
of you are to be congratulated 
and all of us, every department 
and team throughout the 
college, wish you well as you 
embark on your future careers 
or to further study. Your next 
choices matter – not just to you 
or your family, but to all of us.’ 

Guest speaker this year was 

Lochaber and Skye MSP Kate 
Forbes, who spoke about the 
impact the growing number 
of students was having in 
communities throughout the 
west Highlands.

During the ceremony, 
various special awards were 
presented, with Higher 
Education Student of the Year 
going to Sandra Palicka, of 
Fort William (HNC Social 
Services). In addition, she was 
also presented with a quaich 
as winner of the Ina Maciver 
Award for NHS Highland 
Integrated Health and Social 
Care 18/19.

A delighted Ms Palicka, 19, 
said: ‘I was in complete shock 
when I had found out I had 

won these awards. � e lectur-
ers on this course have been 
incredibly supportive and it is 
this support that has increased 
my passion for working in so-
cial care. � ey have also helped 
me make a � rm plan for my 
career and I am excited to be 
taking the � rst steps towards 
reaching my long-term goals.’

Further Education Student of 
the Year was Linda Mackenzie, 
Mallaig (NC Shipping and 
Maritime Studies). A� er 
receiving her award she said: 
‘� e course has given me the 
quali� cations for my dream 
job at CalMac – I am now 
freight assistant and accom-
pany freight from Mallaig to 
the Small Isles – weather per-

Graduation ceremony celebrates success

EDINBURGH   GLASGOW   LONDON    www.lyonandturnbull.com

THE MACALLAN 1949 50 YEAR OLD DECANTER
Estimate £15,000 - 25,000 + fees
To be offered 4th December

WHISKY & SPIRITS
AUCTION OPEN FOR ENTRIES

Demand & prices for whisky have never been higher.

Our specialists will be in your area soon, seeking bottles, 

casks & collections for auction in our next sale on the 

4th December. For a complimentary valuation of spirits 

you may be considering selling, contact Olivia Ross: 

0131 557 8844 / olivia.ross@lyonandturnbull.com
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mitting.’ �e Highland Society 
of London Annual Prize was 
awarded to Amanda Dailly, 
from Kinlochleven, a�er her 
dissertation was judged best of 
the year in the Humanities and 
Gaelic subject network on a 
Highlands and Islands theme.

Each year the Culture and 
Heritage department awards a 
prize to the best graduating stu-
dent. �is year it went to Rory 
Green from Strontian. �e 
Special Awards from Industry 
section saw the Springboard 
Bowl for Achievement in 
Professional Cookery go to   
Benjamin Orr, from Glenuig. 
Leona Symes, from Appin, re-
ceived the Strathmore Bowl for 
Achievement in Hospitality. 

Robert Mattinson, of Glasgow, 
received the Mallaig Harbour 
Authority Award   for Student 
Endeavour on a Maritime 
Course. Stephen Hardie, of 
Fort William, received the   
CalMac award for student 
making the most progress.

Maira Keil received the SQA 
Local College Award for a stu-
dent who has stood out above 
other students  during the year.

She began her studies in 2017 
as a student on the Access to 
Further Education course, 
then progressed to the NC 
Child, Health and Social Care 
Course in 2018.

�e Highlands and Islands 
Students’ Association Awards 
give students a chance to thank 
the academic sta�, support 
sta� and students who have 
inspired and supported them.

�is year Most Inspiring 
Lecturer went to   Marina 
Finlayson, Lecturer – 
Psychology; Best Support Sta�: 
Christine Blyth – Learning 
Support Co-ordinator, Fort 
William and Best Class 
Representative: Solomon 
Azulay – NC Art and Design 
Portfolio, Portree.

Students and sta� 
celebrating the 2019 
graduation last week.

Lydia Rhomer presents Stephen 
Hardie with theCalMac award.
All photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Lydia Rhomer with Linda MacKenzie, 
FE Student of the Year.

Sandra Palicka, right, picked up two 
awards for all her hard work.

Benjamin Orr is this year's recipient 
of the Springboard Bowl.

Leona Symes was presented with 
the Strathmore Bowl by Maggie 
McCartney, left, general manager at 
the Alexandra Hotel.  

Guest speaker,  Kate Forbes MSP (in 
red) with Principal Lydia Rhomer, 
Mace bearer Myra McCabe and Vice 
Chancellor Crichton Lang. 

LT
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Skye resurfacing put 
o� until end of October
All remaining works in the 
£445,000 resurfacing project 
on Skye have been postponed 
due to continued forecasts of 
adverse weather.

�e project is expected to 
restart on Monday October 28 
running until the morning of 
Friday November 8.

In the meantime, all tra�c 
management has been 
removed and there are no 
restrictions on the road until 
the project begins again.

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
north-west representative, 
said: ‘We’ve had to postpone 
the three remaining surfacing 
projects in our programme 
until the end of this month 
a�er the October holidays.

‘We need speci�c weather 

conditions when carrying out 
road resurfacing to ensure 
it is installed correctly, and 
unfortunately [last] week’s 
weather forecast has forced us 
to reschedule.

‘A�er liaising with our 
contractor and reviewing our 
programme, we’re also propos-
ing to carry out one additional 
night’s work at Hinnisdale to 
carry out further road repairs.’

�ree nights of work will be 
carried out north of Strollamus, 
another three (excluding 
the weekend) at Broadford, 
and two nights of work will 
happen in Portree. �e work 
at Hinnisdale will be one night 
and people will be able to get 
through all works via convoys 
or timed exceptions.

Harris Tweed is getting big in Japan
Harris Tweed is well rep-
resented in Japan at the 
moment, marking Scotland’s 
participation in the Rugby 
World Cup �nals and the 
partnership between Harris 
Tweed Hebrides and Scottish 
Rugby.

Japan is the leading export 
market for the fabric and the 
World Cup o�ered a rare pro-
motional opportunity with 
two high-level receptions at 
the British Embassy in Tokyo, 

extensive media interest and 
a range of other events and 
meetings.

Along with the leading 
Scottish retailer, Walker 
Slater, Harris Tweed Hebrides 
are now o�cial partners of 
Scottish Rugby for the next 
two years. �ey have supplied 
the formal wear for the team 
and o�cials who travelled to 
Japan.

�e British Ambassador, 
Paul Madden, hosted a recep-

tion for Scottish Development 
International at his residence 
in Tokyo where both Harris 
Tweed Hebrides and the 
Harris Tweed Authority were 
represented along with other 
prominent Scottish textile 
�rms.

A number of other events 
were also planned, involving 
the Princess Royal – a great 
supporter of both Harris 
Tweed and Scottish Rugby – 
in attendance. 

Mark Hogarth and Harris Tweed Hebrides agent in Japan, Y Kuroki, with the Scottish 
Rugby Harris Tweed blazer at the British Embassy.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan has urged 
parents to ‘trust the facts’ 
and make sure their child is 
vaccinated for �u this winter.

Last week, the Scottish 
Government launched its 
annual national �u vacci-
nation programme – with a 
focus on people with health 
conditions and children aged 
two to �ve.

Every year thousands of 
children are hospitalised 
with �u. 

To date, more than 1.6 
million doses of the nasal 
vaccine have been given to 
two- to 11-year-olds as part 
of the Scottish childhood 
immunisation programme.

Everyone aged 65 and over, 
pregnant women and people 
at most risk of serious illness 
are o�ered the �u vaccination 
on the NHS.

Dr Allan said: ‘If you or 
your children are eligible, 
make sure that getting the 
vaccination is a priority and 
book an appointment with 
your GP practice or health 
board as soon as possible.’

MSP urges 
islanders to 
take �u jab

FOR ROOM RESERVATIONS PLEASE VISIT: WWW.BLACKSHEEPHOTELS.COM OR EMAIL US ON RESERVATIONS@BLACKSHEEPHOTELS.COM | OR CONTACT CENTRAL RESERVATION: +44 1809 335021 (MONDAY TO SATURDAY – 9AM TO 6PM) | SPEAN BRIDGE, PH34 4DZ, SCOTLAND, UNITED KINGDOM, TEL: +44 1397 713966

We’re now open!

The Whispering Pine Lodge is a tranquil Highland retreat set against a backdrop of steep forested 
mountains on the banks of Loch Lochy. Enjoy the surrounding beauty as you stroll down the garden 
pathways to our own private pebbled beach. With an enviable location, just a short drive away from 
the town of Fort William, the Lodge is a perfect point for touring the Highlands.

The Lochside Brasserie serves local fresh 
fish, seafood and classic regional cuisines 
that are prepared with an innovative twist.

The Burns Bar, homage to Scotland’s 
national poet Robert Burns, is a great spot 
to enjoy a drink by the crackling fire in an 
old world setting.

Sleeping Beauty Salon is a small chain of 
salons across Scotland founded in 1999. From 
our handmade Aromatherapy Candles to our 
signature range of treatments, we provide an 
experience that is just a little bit different.

250mm  X  160mm
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More needs to be done to 
challenge poverty
Last week was Challenge Poverty Week across 
Scotland.

New research from the Joseph Rowntree 
Foundation shows poverty is increasing 
in Scotland again from a low 20 years ago. 
Shocking, but perhaps not surprising given 
that our wages aren’t keeping pace with in-
creases in the cost of living.

In Westminster, our MP Brendan O’Hara, 
has highlighted how Universal Credit – a 
cruel policy introduced by the Conservative 
and Liberal Democrat coalition – has pushed 
millions of people further into poverty.

He is not wrong but his party, the SNP, forms 
the Scottish Government and has the power 
to be doing much more. With a quarter of us 
living in poverty, it needs to.

Where is the action to ensure secure employ-
ment on a real living wage? Why has the SNP 
frozen the Scottish Welfare Fund since 2013? 
Why isn’t it doing more to tackle the cuts in 
council services we see every year?

Reducing poverty cannot be done in a week. 
We need our governments, at every level, 
to make this a priority every day – and with 
action, not words.

Polly Jones,
Garelochhead.

Macmillan thank you
� is year our World’s Biggest Co� ee morning 
fundraiser entered its 29th year.

In community centres, schools and work-
places, thousands of co� ee mornings were 
held across Scotland to raise money and help 
us support people a� ected by cancer.

I would like to o� er a huge and heartfelt 
thanks to every single one of your readers who 
held or attended a co� ee morning – your en-
ergy and generosity never ceases to amaze us.

Whether it’s specialist cancer nurses, sup-
port workers or bene� t advisors, we can only 
o� er the support that people with cancer need 
thanks to the tireless fundraising e� orts of our 
supporters.

� e number of people who need our help 
is growing, and we want to o� er support to 
everyone who needs it. We are almost entirely 
funded by the public, so every co� ee morning 
held – every cup of co� ee bought – makes a 
di� erence.

And please remember, if you need informa-
tion, support or a chat with Macmillan you 

can call us free on 0808 808 0000. If you’d 
like to support Macmillan and do something 
amazing today, you can also visit macmillan.
org.uk/getinvolved.

Janice Preston, head of services for
Macmillan Cancer Support in Scotland.

Clarity on recycling needed
Further to Julian Overnell’s letter ‘More 
speci� c details requested on recycling’ (OT 
3/10/19), I wonder if Councillor Kieron Green, 
the council or the recycling companies could 

give us clearer advice on glass recycling.
Last week in Tesco’s car park I witnessed all 

the glass recycling containers, green, brown 
and white (clear) being emptied into the same 
compartment of the collection truck.

If there is no longer a need to separate the 
colours, then let this be known as this could 
save the operatives the arduous task of picking 
up all the excess green bottles on the ground 
which could have been deposited in the half 
empty white and brown containers.

John Hay, Taynuilt.

� ere has been an apparent proliferation 
of de� brillators across the country in 
recent times and if ever their importance 
required emphasising, it was a message 
heard loud and clear at the Glencoe Hotel 
last weekend.

As we report this week, sta�  at the hotel 
were able to save the life of a guest who 
su� ered a cardiac arrest, only eight weeks 
or so a� er the installation of a de� brilla-
tor on the premises.

As guest Karen Armstrong told us, it 
was the rapid response of two members 
of the hotel sta�  in particular that 
saved husband Gordon’s life while they 
awaited the arrival of an ambulance and 
paramedic team.

While the sta�  members in question 
are  rightly praised for their actions, the 
incident illustrates only too clearly how 
vital these de� brillators have become.

We need more of them at key locations 
and more people trained to use them. Just 
think how many premature deaths could 

Events at hotel 
show importance 
of de� brillators

Shocking discovery of 
discarded dog’s remains
We were shocked to hear this week about 
the remains of a dog being found in 
discarded in rubbish.

So much for being the proverbial nation 
of dog lovers. To treat a faithful pet in this 
way is nothing short of disgusting.

Discarding rubbish is bad enough but 
there’s no excuse for such callous treat-
ment of a sentient animal such as a dog.

We can only hope the police investi-
gating this highly o� ensive incident are 
successful in tracing the culprit, and 
we would urge any readers who know 
anything about this to help them.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week.  If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or to our o�  ce in 
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MALLAIG

SPEAN BRIDGE, ROY BRIDGE 
AND ACHNACARRY

Darts championship raises money for Lochaber Hope

An annual darts championships held in memory of the late Bryan Whyte, who was enormously talented in the sport, raised a total of £1,005 
which this year was presented to Lochaber Hope. One of the organisers, Bryan Cameron, presented the cheque on behalf of the players and 
event sponsors to Alyson Smith of Lochaber Hope at the Tradewinds, Corpach, who host the championships each year.

Mallaig Community Council held 
its September meeting recently in 
Mallaig and Morar Community 
Centre and among the issues dis-
cussed were the following (taken 
from the minutes):
 Bench at Hill 60: Still not installed 

as it needs a cement base and the use 
of a cement mixer, also the weather 
has been against it. Currently stored 
in the feed store and may well be 
postponed until next year.
 Police report: No report in the 

absence of a police representative. PC 
Neil Davies has now le�  Mallaig and 
his duties will be taken over by PC 
Leigh Brown at some point.
 Treasurer: � e treasurer reported 

that the balance on the account 
was £4,187.78 on July 19 – the date 
of the most recent bank statement. 
Disbursed since the previous meet-
ing were funds of £1,750 to the Play 
Park Project; £1,827 for benches in 
the village and £100 for the annual 
audit. Money in included £1,234 
from the village enhancement fund 
account which can now be closed 
and £524 from Highland Council 
being the administration grant and 
76p interest. � ere are invoices to 
be paid, £169.18 for the � owers and a 
bill is due from Ian Milligan for the 
benches.

Nick Murray declared an interest 
and presented a letter from Mallaig 
and Morar Highland Games request-
ing a donation. It was agreed to make 
a donation of £100.

� e impending community coun-
cil election requires that accounts are 
prepared to the mid-year point. � e 
requirement was duly noted.
 Parking: � e proposed parking 

charges indicated by Highland 
Council were discussed and con-
sidered to be reasonable. Highland 
Council elected member Allan 
Henderson pointed out the charges 
require to be agreed by the full 
council. � e formula which will be 
applied to income from the West 
Bay car park for provision of funds 
for use in the local area has still to 
be agreed. � e parking charges will 
be reviewed in a year. � e hours that 

the charges will be applicable needs 
to be determined. � e meeting raised 
a query over the plans for the yellow 
lining of the village which has been 
outstanding for a long time. � e traf-
� c o�  cer will be asked to comment. 
It was further noted the poor road 
surface in East Bay will mean line 
painting will be a waste of time. � e 
current position of short-term charg-
ing for parking in the village centre 
was legally challenged, the outcome 
of which is not known.
 Playpark project: No update as 

progress is slow as still waiting on the 
council to clarify the land situation. 
� e SCIO has not acknowledged 
receipt of the £1,750 transferred from 
the community council funds. NJM 
to action. Grass cutting in the play 
park area is not really happening.
 Post O�  ce: � e secretary gave 

a report of the largely anecdotal 

reports that the Post O�  ce is to close 
in Mallaig in December followed by 
the Spar shop in January. � e hall 
will provide some facilities for Royal 
Mail activities. � ere is no word on 
alternative provision of Post O�  ce 
counter services although there may 
be some interest locally. Secretary 
to write to the Post O�  ce seeking 
clari� cation.
 Community council elections: 

� e timetable produced by Highland 
Council was reviewed. To be pub-
licised on the Facebook page and 
the noticeboard. con� rmed that 
Knoydart will be separated from 
Mallaig.
 � e meeting regarding the new 

Kingsway Housing did not happen 
over the summer. � ere are concerns 
regarding fuel and other deliveries 
and parking during and post de-
velopment. Secretary to push for a 

meeting with the developers. � e 
members discussed the planning 
applications for short-term letting 
and noted the detrimental a� ect on 
parking and on housing availability 
on holiday lets in general.
 Fank Brae playpark: In need of 

some repairs. Highland Council had 
been informed but there has been no 
action. Lack of budget availability.

Christmas lights: Discussed. Needs 
money spent on them as quite a few 
are broken. Possibility of � nding 
a local business sponsor to donate 
money.

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
held its October meeting recently 

at Kilmonivaig Church Hall when 
the following topics were discussed 
(taken from the minutes):
 Police: Sgt Nick Hough stressed 

the importance of engaging with 
the community. Speeding and risky 
overtaking on the straight at Inverroy 
on the A86 continues to cause signif-
icant concerns for local residents. 
Despite requests Transport Scotland 
have repeatedly failed to produce the 
much awaited Inverroy Road Safety 
Report so the chairman has initiated 
a Freedom of Information enquiry 
and Kate Forbes MSP has contacted 
the chief executive so hopefully the 
Inverroy residents will � nally get to 
see the long-awaited report. In the 
meantime Sgt Hough will speak to 
the Road Policing Unit and ask them 
to target the area in the hope that 
increased surveillance reduces the 
risks to local residents.



Lochaber Times
Thursday 17 October 2019 21

LT

Send us your district news by emailing
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

fort@obantimes.co.uk

Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 ‘Is the time di� erence between 
Scotland and England an hour or 
half an hour?’ Aye, Hannah in the 
tourist o�  ce was asked this question 
by a visiting dowager type from 
south of the border, whose elderly 
companion also wanted to know 
how many times a day the gondola 
cable car outside Nevisport went up 
and down. He was deadly serious, 
and was singularly unimpressed to 
learn that the gondola just sat there 
all day – and night – even when the 
clocks change.
 Meanwhile, fed up with being 
asked if there’s a road, rail or cable 
car access to the top of Ben Nevis, 
a team from our combined local 
tourist information o�  ces went up 
the Ben on Saturday in an attempt 
to get enough publicity to dispel 
the notion once and for all. Eleven 
of them put their best foot forward. 
And they all completed the up and 
down trip. A� er they reported back 
for work on Monday, still sti�  and 
sore but so much more knowledge-
able about the Ben, they have been 
able to tell our visitors completely 
convincingly that there’s no road, 
rail or cable car operation! And, to 
put the icing on the cake – or snow 
on the summit of their Ben Nevis 
exploits – the tourism team raised 
£500 in sponsorship for the Fort  
William branch of  Imperial Cancer 
Research.
 Oh, and whisper it, Hugh Dan 
MacLennan, local author of the 
book � e Ben Race, to be published 
in December, climbed the Ben last 
Tuesday. By coincidence, Hugh 
Dan’s jaunt was made 90 years to 
the day that Willie Swan made the 
� rst recorded run up and down our 
mountain. And it was a � rst for Hugh 
Dan as well.
 A coming event of a di� erent kind 
will be taking place at Lochaber 
District Council’s Leisure Committee 

meeting when the MacLean family 
from Claggan will state their case 
as to why they should be allowed 
to keep two ferrets as pets in their 
homestead. � e ‘Futrut Question’ 
will be the � rst item on the agenda .
 � ere was talk at a previous 
council meeting of introducing in-
frared tagging for Lochaber’s canine 
population. So that, if the dogs are 
allowed to stray by their owners, 
they can be electronically pinpointed 
by the dog warden. ‘Perhaps we 
could extend this scheme to trace 
absentee councillors?’ suggested 
Jackson Anderson, the newly elected 
Environment Committee chairman.
 How about this for a stroke of luck? 
A local lass, aye - connected with the 
tourist trade - fancied a bet on the 
big race on Saturday. So she phoned 
a colleague who has an account with 
‘a leading bookmaker’. ‘Would you 
put £3 to win on Maroof for me?’ she 
asked. Colleague explained that  the 
minimum wager his bookie would 
accept as a single bet was £10. So, 
what did he do? He staked £20 on 
Maroof’s nose. And what did Maroof 
do? It scooshed home at 66-1. � at’s 
what. What a pity it wasn’t called 
Maroon –  I’d have backed it myself.
 � e contractors will soon be 
digging outside the Post O�  ce, for 
they’ve re-excavated  everywhere 
else in town. Outside the PO, they’re 
likely to uncover the Spout Burn 
which � ows down under Bank Street 
and used to pass, openly, between 
Marshall’s Garage and the TSB. 
Indeed, the womenfolk from around 
Tweeddale and Linnhe Road washed 
the clothes in the Spout. So maybe 
the contractors will uncover the odd 
semmit or sark.
 Nevis Radio’s Malcolm Brown was 
interviewing  Keith Cameron, home 
on holiday from the Big Smoke. Keith 
is a successful writer for New Musical 
Express. Malcolm, conscious of the 

status of his programme, decided 
to introduce Keith as editor of New 
Musical Express or, if you like, ‘NME 
number one’! � e streets of London 
are obviously not paved with gold 
discs, so Keith had to come home to 
the Fort to earn his promotion.
 It’s real rain that’s been persisting 
down this week. And, strange to 
relate, despite being used to our local 
rainfall over the years, we’re not tak-
ing kindly to so much precipitation 
in just a few days. I think, however, 
the schools’ October holidays must 
have something to do with it.
 On health matters, I really rated 
the cartoon in the Sunday Post of the 
wee Glasgow wi� e looking at two 
new buildings – one of two storeys 
and the other of � ve. ‘� e wee one is 
the hospital,’ says she. ‘� e big one is 
the administrative building.’
 How about the fella who went for 
a haircut in one of our local salons at 
the weekend. A� er his cut and blow 
dry, the sta�  somehow contrived to 
leave  him behind, locking him inside 
the premises. Which explains why 
he was hollering out the window for 
someone to release him. ‘OK! Keep 
your hair on!’ shouted a local worthy, 
passing by. ‘I’ll get the polis before 
you attempt a breakout.’
 Coronation Street addicts will 
be interested to know that Jim 
MacDonald was in the Fort on 
Tuesday. So, if you thought you saw 
him around town, you were right. 
He was wearing dark glasses as he 
negotiated the High Street, so he 
might not have been as instantly 
recognisable as he is on that other 
street.
 Meanwhile, a� er the Mòd dance 
on Friday night, a taxi driver pulled 
up outside the hotel venue, got out 
and yelled from the foyer: ‘Taxi for 
MacDonald.’ Apparently 50 kilted 
Gaels (not including Jim) tried to get 
into the cab.

 Planning: As statutory consultees 
the community council is only given 
14 days to make representations 
a� er applications are published. 
� is has meant that its sub-com-
mittee has to regularly examine the 
Highland Council Planning Website, 
research, take advice, prepare, 
circulate and then submit its con-
tributions all within the time limits. 
Community Council chairman 
John Fotheringham commented: ‘I 
am extremely grateful to successive 
sub-committees and indeed to all my 
fellow councillors for their support 
and comments to aid our work. It is 
a testimony to their diligence that 
on the rare occasions that we have 
submitted an objection they are 
invariably unanimous. Although we 
have had a number of kind comments 
from both the planners and Highland 
councillors, our diligence has rarely 
met with a positive conclusion as the 
planning system continues to favour 
developers. We are heartened that 
the Scottish Government is moving 
to empower communities so change 
is coming.’
 Matters arising: Highland 

Council – Councillor Ben � ompson 
had followed up the broken drain 
cover in Bohenie Road near to its 
junction with the A86 in Roybridge, 
but found it was in the trunk road 
curtilage, so it is BEAR Scotland’s 
responsibility and it is dealing with 
it. Following a complaint from a resi-
dent the community council reported 
a noise issue at Highbridge. � e trees 

on the path between the A82 and 
Altour Gardens have been pruned. 
Concerns by a local resident about 
the care and maintenance of the Roy 
Bridge Primary School Building have 
been passed to Highland Council, 
but the decision to use the building 
as the Roy Bridge polling station 
suggested that the building was 
being maintained. � e chairman has 
thanked the sta�  at Carr’s Corner 
and Charles Kennedy House for 
their support and assistance over 
the past four years. � e chairman 
has thanked BEAR Scotland and 
Transport Scotland representatives 
for their engagement and assistance 
over the past four years.
 Street naming – Highland 

Council has decided following a 
consultation with the residents of 
West Tirindrish that the proposal to 
change the name of the street from 
the A86 to the Shinty Pitch will not 
now take place. Changing a street 
name is an unique and challenging 
operation and it appears that every-
one involved has learnt valuable 
lessons. � e Community Council 
has been approached by the HSCHT 
and Highland Council about street 
naming at Tigh Aran. � e commun-
tiy council has put forward various 
names, but Highland Council has in-
sisted on one name only. Accordingly 
the community council selected 
Ferguson Court as its agreed name 
honouring the founder of Ferguson 
Transport. � is was unanimously 
approved.

Last week’s torrential downpours saw drivers using the A82 at Onich 
having to negotiate � ooding such as this on October 8. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography
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Graduates celebrate success
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s (SMO) 
graduation ceremony in Sleat 
on Skye earlier this month 
saw graduates, employees 
and guests gather to celebrate 
achievement and success.

Forty eight students gradu-
ated from the National Centre 
for Gaelic Language and 
Culture’s undergraduate and 
postgraduate programme. 

Chairman of the board 
of directors at SMO Angus 
Macleod addressed those 
present, telling them Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig is unlike any-
where else.

‘It is always appropriate, and 
especially today as we cele-
brate another year of success 
at the college, to remember 
why we exist. As the National 
Centre for Gaelic Language 
and Culture in Scotland, 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig has a 
pivotal role in bringing about 
the revitalisation of Gaelic,’ 
he said. ‘We all witness here 
tonight the fruits of your 
hard work, your commitment 
and the help and support you 
received from loved ones and 

Luchd Ceumnachaidh 
(graduates) an t-Sabhail 
Mhòir and, above, Catriona 
MacPhee gives the 
graduation lecture.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

friends, over and above the 
teaching sta�  at the college.

‘When you take your next 
step on your onward journey, 
and each step therea� er, be 
sure and use your Gaelic. It 
has value and meaning and 
its honour is always worthy of 
defending. Be proud of your 
language, of your commu-
nity, of your culture and of 
yourselves, as sure as we are 
all proud of you.’

As part of the evening’s 
events, two SMO students 

showcased their tremendous 
musical talents. Michael 
Steele, from South Uist, 
opened the evening with a 
lively set on the Highland 
pipes and Sa� ron Hanvidge, 
from Inverness, sang the 
famous Soraidh Leis an Àite 
by Màiri Mhòr nan Òran.

� e blessing was given by the 
Rev Doctor Roddy MacLeod, 
from North Uist, currently a 
student on the BA Gaelic and 
Culture programme. 

� e graduation lecture 

was delivered by past college 
student Catriona MacPhee, 
from Glasgow. Well-known 
for presenting Gaelic pro-
grammes on BBC Alba for 
many years, Catriona is now 
teaching history in Gaelic.

Dr Gillian Rothach, prin-
cipal of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
added: ‘It is highly encour-
aging to see the number of 
students graduating from 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig in 2019.

‘Sabhal Mòr Ostaig is proud 
to add to the number of grad-

uates in Scotland who go out 
into the world of work, par-
ticularly, the Gaelic world.’

Some of those present were 
the � rst graduates from the 
new BA (Hons) Gaelic and 
Education degree. � is year 
a new prize, in memory of 
Duncan MacQuarrie, was 
awarded to the student on 
this course who excelled in 
teaching skills in the class. 
� is was awarded to Steven 
MacIver from Poolewe. 

In addition to celebrating 

the academic achievements of 
students, the annual honour 
of Sàr Ghàidheal was award-
ed to two individuals in rec-
ognition of their contribution 
in community development, 
publishing and Gaelic media 
– Agnes Rennie, from Lewis, 
and Cailean MacLean, from 
South Uist and the Isle of 
Skye.

� e award for Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig’s Student of the Year 
went to Shannon Maclean 
from Mull.
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Lochaber club lotteries
LOTTERY NUMBERS

Westerlands         3
South Lochaber         2

GGPL Division One

FOOTBALL

BOXING

This week’s numbers in the Ballachulish Shinty Club 
lottery were 2, 8 and 13. There were no winners so next 
week’s jackpot will be £800.

The Caol Regeneration Lotto winning numbers drawn 
on October 10 were 3, 13 and 20. No winners. Next 
week’s jackpot will be £600.

Numbers drawn in the Fort William Golf Club Lotto 
on October 10 were 3, 4 and 7. There was no winner, so 
next week’s jackpot will be £900.

SLT frustrated at loss
away to Westerlands

South Lochaber Thistle 
su� ered another league 
setback when they were 
beaten 3-2 by Westerlands 
in the Greater Glasgow 
Premier League.

The Jags were keen to 
make amends after their 
defeat in the Scottish Cup 
second round last week 
but could not see out the 
game.

The Kinlochleven out� t 
opened the scoring, with 
skipper Martin Munro 
burying an accomplished 
� nish with seven minutes 
on the clock.

The Jags were moving 
the ball well with their 
usual rhythm but the 
home side leveled the 
match with 20 minutes 
played after an error at the 
back.

Five minutes later, 
Westerlands took the lead. 
A � at-footed defence were 
out-witted and conceded 
a second to leave SLT 2-1 
down.

As the half was drawing 
to a close, veteran mid-
� elder Dave Forbes used 
all his years of experience 
to power home a peach 
of a free kick to level the 
encounter at 2-2 at the 
break.

In the second half, Thistle 
pressed and were on the 
end of some questionable 
decisions. Munro was 
felled on the edge of the 
box, having taken his 
� rst touch whilst clear of 
the following defender. 
Before he could take his 
second touch, to go one 

on one with the keeper, 
he was wiped out by the 
defender.

There was bemusement 
at how the referee only 
brandished a yellow card 
when a red should have 
been the result under the 
laws of the game. 

Westerlands then 
took advantage of a 
momentary lapse in 
concentration which 
saw a striker pounce 
on a parried save from 
the Jags keeper to edge 
themselves ahead 3-2.

With some backs to the 
wall defending, Wester-
lands held out despite the 
best e� orts of substitute 
Sean Noble and battling 
mid� elder Cameron Grant 
who did their best to 
wrest the impetus back 
for the visitors.

An obviously disap-
pointed manager Alan 
Gray said afterwards: ‘This 
was a tough one to take. 

‘We played pretty in 
patches and we know it 
will come good. 

‘On our day we can beat 
anyone in this league as 
we’ve proved time and 
again. 

‘At the moment, some 
ill discipline, individual 
errors and some puzzling 
refereeing decisions are 
just mounting up against 
us. 

‘I’m sure the boys will be 
back stronger next week.’

SLT manager Alan Gray.

International 
boxers on show 
at Lochaber event

Lochaber Phoenix boxers, from left, Josh Dieguno, Frauqhar MacRae, Kevin Aitchison 
and Cameron Whyte. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Lochaber Phoenix Boxing 
Club is to stage its most 
ambitious home show to date 
with bouts featuring its own 
boxers and action between  
members of the Scotland and 
England development squads.

Tickets are already at a 
premium for the November 2 
event, with tables and tickets 
for tiered seating in the main 
Nevis Centre hall selling out 
in days.

� e evening will feature 
male and female bouts, with 
Lochaber boxers Siobhan 
Duncan and Farquhar 
MacRae hopefully taking the 
ring for the � rst time in front 
of a home crowd.

� is excitement will be 

Siobhan Duncan prepares 
for her debut bout in front 
of a home audience.

balanced by planned ap-
pearances from the club’s 
own champions Cameron 
Whyte, Josh Dieguno and 
Kevin Aitchison, all with 
track records of battling and 
winning against opponents 
from across the country.

Match-making such well 
recognised and skillful ath-
letes is a di�  cult task and, as 
is fairly usual in amateur box-

ing, con� rming an opponent 
of equal stature is o� en a last 
minute achievement, so there 
may be changes to the line-up 
on the night.

Training at the club has 
been under way for months, 
although getting back into 
peak shape a� er the summer 
break demands concentra-
tion and dedication, neither 
of which are lacking in the 

local club. While tickets may 
be in short supply, there a 
still a few opportunities to 
sponsor bouts or individual 
boxers, all of which will help 
in what is one of Lochaber 
Phoenix’s main fund raising 
events of the year, especially 
important as it searches for 
new premises.

Six of the best for Lochaber
RUGBY

Chris Simpson battles his way through the Hyndland 
defence. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Continued from page 56.
Lochaber’s � nal score came 
from Lewis Morrison, who 
has come through the youth 
set-up at Lochaber. He had 
been playing on the wing but 
was moved to fullback a� er 
Jack Hamilton su� ered a head 
knock.

Hyndland had kicked 
for territory and Morrison 
collected the ball in his own 
22 and went for a run. He 
bounced the � rst defender 
and then with his sheer pace 
no-one could get close to 
him as he ran in to score in 
the le�  corner in front of the 
clubhouse. With McCook 
going o�  with a hamstring 
issue, home captain Callum 
MacDonald took up the 
kicking duties and slotted the 
conversion between the posts 
from the sideline.

Hyndland got the last say 
of the game when one of 
their centres intercepted 
a pass from James Young 
to run in under the posts 
which turned out to be the 
last play of the match. � e 
� nal score was Lochaber 
38-7 Hyndland. Next week’s 
� xture has been rescheduled 
and Lochaber now host 
Cumbernauld in the semi-
� nal of the West Regional 
Bowl a� er winning 0-50 away 
to Cowal in the quarter-� nal.

Cumbernauld will be look-
ing for revenge a� er Lochaber 
won 13-34 in Cumbernauld 
on September 21. Lochaber 
hope there will be plenty 
of support as they look to 
progress to the � nal. Kick-o�  
3pm at Banavie.
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Lochaber RFC member 
tells of trip of a lifetime
Lochaber Rugby Football 
Club senior vice captain and 
� xture secretary William 
Stewart tells the Lochaber 
Times of his trip to Japan to 
cheer on the Scotland team 
at the 2019 Rugby World 
Cup:

‘I recently returned from my 
holiday to Japan to follow the 
Scotland rugby team as they 
competed in the 2019 Rugby 
World Cup.

� is is the fourth World 
Cup I have attended. I had 
tickets for the Scotland v 
Samoa and Scotland v Russia 
games which were the only 
two games Scotland won.

� e atmosphere at the 
games was electric with a lot 
of locals attending the games. 
� ey were getting right into it 
with chanting and clapping 
to drums being played at any 
stoppage.

� e game against Samoa 
was played in Kobe where I 
got to try Kobe Beef for the 
� rst time at a Teppanyaki 
Restaurant where they cook it 
on a hot plate in front of you.

It was possibly the best steak 
I’ve had, but the Old Inn in 
Appin gives them a run for 
their money!

It was a hot humid day for 
the Samoa game and even 
though the game was in the 
evening the organisers  de-
cided to shut the stadium roof 
at the Kobe Stadium for the 

Lochaber RFC’s William Stewart, second left, met up with, from left, ex-international and now conditioning coach Sean 
Lamont and current Scotland players Jonny Gray and Sam Johnson during his trip to Japan.

tournament which meant it 
was just over 30°c and 85 per 
cent humidity in the stadium.

It was like being in a sauna 
in a kilt, which wasn’t much 
fun. On the way to the game,  
jammed into the train, the 
guy in front of me was wear-
ing a Scotland Touch strip so 
I asked him if he played for 
Scotland in touch which he 
did and it turned out he knew 

Russia at the Ecopa stadium. 
It was in the middle of no-
where but with a train station 
within walking distance, it 
wasn’t too bad.

I used the free shuttle bus 
from the next station along 
which was fantastic. You 
didn’t queue a� er the game 
for a bus because they had 
that many running.

I also managed to get in to 
see the South Africa v Italy 
match at the same stadium 
just a few days before the 
Russia game.

A couple of days before the 
game, some of the Scotland 
players were meeting fans in 
the nearby city of Shizuoka. I 
had seen the event advertised 
on the SRU’s Facebook page 
so went along.

I had been to the one in 
New Zealand during the 2011 
World Cup. 

Jonny Gray, Sam Johnson 
and ex-player and now condi-
tion coach Sean Lamont were 
present.

� ere were only a few 
Scotland fans there but quite 
a few locals at the pop up 
Macron store to meet the 
Scotland players.

Jonny and Sam were not 
playing against Russia as 
they were being rested for the 
Japan game. 

Scotland sent out a second 
string side against Russia 
but they made short work of 

Bryony and Helen Nelson - 
the Scotland women’s captain 
- who are both from Glencoe 
like myself. Having played 
with Bryony for Scotland 
in touch rugby, it really is a 
small world.

It was a dramatic game with 
Scotland securing the bonus 
point win they needed right 
at the death against Samoa. 
� ere was a lot of dropped 
balls with the humidity and 
there were rumours of the 
teams training with soap 
on the balls to replicate how 
slippy the ball would be in the 
humid conditions.

Next it was onto Scotland v 

it with a brilliant second half 
display to win 61-0.

A� er the game, I headed 
straight back to Tokyo to 
� y home the next day, just 
missing the typhoon. Outside 
of the rugby games I walked 
around a lot of the cities 
exploring them, checking out 
the many temples and castles 
which were impressive.

I met up with some Japanese 
friends I had made in New 
Zealand. One showed me 
around Tokyo and took me 
to her friends bar which she 
wasn’t sure I would � t in as it 
is so small.

Luckily there was a table 
free when we went. � e bar 
can’t hold much more than a 
dozen people as it was down 
a narrow � ight of stairs into a 
basement.

Another friend showed me 
around Kyoto, a town near 
where she lives, and we visited 
the amazing Golden Temple, 
amongst other places.

� e people in Japan were 
amazing. 

� ey were so friendly every-
where you went and would go 
out of their way to help you.

I was lucky enough to get 
home on Friday just before 
Typhoon Hagibis hit Japan 
and back just in time for 
our league game against 
Hyndland on Saturday.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 17, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.25 1.0 07.09 3.8 
 13.31 1.3 19.32 3.8
Fri 01.53 1.2 07.39 3.7 
 14.00 1.4 20.04 3.6
Sat 02.27 1.3 08.14 3.6 
 14.39 1.6 20.42 3.4
Sun 03.12 1.5 08.57 3.4 
 15.33 1.8 21.34 3.1
Mon 04.15 1.7 09.57 3.2 
 17.06 2.0 23.02 2.9
Tues 05.39 1.8 11.41 3.1 
 18.53 1.9  **.**  *.*
Wed 01.55 3.0 07.03 1.7 
 14.09 3.3 20.25 1.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 12ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
7°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and
a gentle breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 12ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

16

12

11
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AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
International 
boxers on show at 
Lochaber event

Lochaber RFC 
member tells of 
trip of a lifetime

Lochaber RFC in six-try 
victory over Hyndland

Lochaber  38
Hyndland 7

West Region Division 3

Lochaber hosted Hyndland in 
the Tennent’s West Division 3 
on Saturday.

Midweek it was a worry the 
pitch would not be playable 
but the drainage on the fairly 
new pitch did its job and the 
surface was in great condition 
for the game.

Hyndland reported to the 
referee that they did not 
have a front row so the teams 
would have to start the game 
with uncontested scrums 

Lochaber’s Angus Jenkins under attack from all sides. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

James Young is brought down.

game with Jonathan McCook 
converting.

McCook was the next try 
scorer a� er a lovely delayed 
pass put him through to run 
in a score between the posts 
and he converted his own try.

During half-time Lochaber 
spoke about getting an early 

try and it came a� er just a 
few minutes with Simpson 
scoring his second of the day, 
running in under the posts 
for an easy conversion for 
McCook.

Captain Callum MacDonald 
got Lochaber’s fourth try and 
the bonus point when he got 

the ball down on the line 
while being tackled by two 
players.

Next it was Angus Jenkins’s 
turn to score. He had been 
moved into the backs a� er 
starting at � anker due to 
injuries. Some quick hands 
and a great line from Jenkins 

Continued on page 54

which was a bit of a shock 
to Lochaber with Hyndland 
� elding two large props and 
their usual starting hooker.

It was Hyndland who had 
the better start to the game 
and limited the amount of 
possession Lochaber had on 
the ball and they had the � rst 
chance to put points on the 
board a� er winning a penal-
ty, but the kick went wide of 
the post.

Lochaber started to build 
into the game and, a� er 
some excellent play down 
the right wing, Christopher 
Simpson crossed for his and 
Lochaber’s � rst try of the 

saw him run past the defence 
line to score.
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