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Budget set to hit young 
and vulnerable hardest
Huge budget cuts that could 
decimate Argyll and Bute’s 
community learning support 
for young people and vulnera-
ble adults are on the council’s 
hit list for 2020.

� e proposed cuts, under-
stood to be around 26 per 
cent, would slash the vital 
service supporting pupils and 
vulnerable adults to less than 
half the size it was before last 
year’s budget impacted.

� e Oban Times under-
stands every council depart-
ment is being asked to make 
savings of seven per cent and 
in education that equates to 
about £1.8million. Across 
the council, a funding gap of 
£9.2m is being estimated.

Because schools and teachers 
are statutory services they 
cannot be touched, leaving pu-
pil support and psychological 
services a target for the biggest 
cuts.  Jobs at risk will include 
the likes of classroom and 
additional support assistants.

A   reliable source, who did 

not want to be named, said: 
‘Anything that’s not statutory 
and nailed down is up for cuts. 
It’s crazy.  It will decimate the 
service. 

‘� e biggest issue here is who 
this will impact – not just the 
workers, but the young people 
and the neediest adults. � ey 
will be hurt the most and 
they can’t do anything about 
it. What will happen for the 
2021 budget? Will they wipe 
the services out? � e council 
will say it has tough decisions 
to make but they do still have 
choices.’

� e source said there was ‘a 
lack of empathy and under-
standing’ and warned: ‘It’s 
going to get messy. People 
are not happy, they will be 
mobilising.’

� e Youth and Adult 
Learning Service, renamed 
Community Learning Service 
in July, took a huge budget bat-
tering last year when, despite 
protests from high school pu-
pils across Argyll, the council 
agreed to cut 17.1 full-time 
equivalent posts – more than 
half of the service’s sta�  at that 
time. � e council had to deal 

with a funding gap of almost 
£8 million. Yesterday, October 
9, was the deadline for workers 
whose jobs could be a� ected 
by any looming cuts to be 
informed.

An Argyll and Bute spokes-
person said: ‘We are having 
discussions with employees 
across various council services 
about options for making 
savings in 2020/21. No deci-
sions will be made until the 
budget-setting meeting in 
February 2020.

‘� e majority of our funding 
comes from the Scottish 
Government. Year-on-year 
cuts mean we have had to make 
£57m in savings since 2010. 
We don’t know yet what our 
allocation will be for next year 
but estimates are that we will 
have a funding gap of £9.2m.

‘We have identi� ed savings 
options that would go towards 
us bridging this gap.’

Argyll and Bute’s Policy and 
Resources Committee meets 
on � ursday October 17 and 
papers outlining savings 
options to be considered, go 
public today (October 10) at 
argyll-bute.gov.uk

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Dalmally mum-of-six Lisa Beckett is seeking categoric assurance from the Scottish 
Government that energy companies will be excluded forever more from any plans to 
develop the National Grid using pylons and lines near homes and the village’s tiny 
school so that families in the village can stay safe and healthy. Turn to page three for 
the full story. 16_T41-pylonmum01-lisabeckett

Mum power takes on energy fi rms
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� e new owners of 
Barcaldine’s former Scottish 
Sea Life Sanctuary have 
revealed plans for the site.

More than 50 people turned 
out to a consultation event 
last week at the Victory Hall 
in Benderloch.

Gael Force Fusion manag-
ing director Stewart Graham 
was there with other key sta�  
to explain future plans and 
answer questions on them.

Mr Graham hopes an ap-
plication will be ready to go 
to planners in the next four 
to six weeks and pledged to 
take people’s feedback from 
� ursday’s public session 
into account. He said ‘99 per 
cent’ of feedback had been 
positive and had included 
constructive ideas, although 
a few people had been against 
the scheme.

Plans on the table at the 
consultation showed inten-

tions to reuse the cafe and 
shop buildings as an o�  ce 
and welfare area for sta� , 
while replacing the area of 
the old exhibition and aquar-
ium area and seal pools with 
a new shed.

Screening around the site 
will be kept but hundreds of 
plantation trees, many over 
matured and with die back, 
will be felled to make way for 
a large yard where sta�  can 
manufacture the � sh farm 
pens outdoors before taking 

them to the shore. Any new 
trees planted will be native 
and bosses are also looking at 
opening up access to some of 
the woodland area to main-
tain access for people. � ey 
will also look at upgrading 
a stretch of cycle path that 
passes the property.

� e marine and aquaculture 
equipment manufacturer will 
be moving out of the premis-
es it has been leasing nearby 
from Scottish Sea Farms. � e 
lease runs out in December 

2021. ‘We want to keep our 
business here and grow here,’ 
said Mr Graham.

More jobs have been created 
recently with another 12 on 
the horizon. Mr Graham 
said he hoped to � ll those 
jobs from people living in the 
area.

� e Scottish Sea Life 
Sanctuary was closed 
by its owners Merlin 
Entertainments at the end of 
October 2018 with the loss of 
11 jobs.

Merlin said at the time the 
decision was ‘heart-wrench-
ing’ for everyone involved but 
a� er exploring every possible 
option to keep the centre 
open, none o� ered a viable 
solution for its long-term 
sustainability.

Plans for former sea life 
sanctuary on view

Plans for the former sea 
life sanctuary site are 
explained at a consultation 
with the public in 
Benderloch last week. 
16-T41-Gaelfusionconsultation

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Scout Post to 
return in Oban
� e Scout Post will be return-
ing to Oban this year.

� e scheme stopped in 2017 
a� er the 1st Argyll Scouts, 

which has been meeting in 
Oban for more than 100 
years, struggled to recruit 
new leaders.

But a� er almost a year on 
the sidelines, Oban’s Beavers, 
Cubs, and Scouts regrouped   
in September 2018 a� er six 

new volunteers o� ered to 
help.

And this year the Scout 
Post will be returning to help 
distribute Christmas mail for 
a small fee, covering Oban, 
Dunbeg and Kilmore.

� e post is an annual fund-

raiser for the organisation, 
where the youngsters help 
deliver cards and parcels in 
the area.

In a post online, organisers 
con� rmed the news and said 
more details would follow in 
November.

Six members of a Glasgow-
based gang caught with 
£600,000 of cocaine, heroin 
and Etizolam destined for 
Inverness were jailed for a 
total of 25 years on Monday.

Sentence was deferred on a 
seventh member for further 
reports.

Judge Lord Boyd said: ‘� is 
was a sophisticated and or-
ganised criminal conspiracy 
and you all played a part.’

Ringleaders Kieran Adams, 
28, from Clydebank and 
Stephen Kelly, 31, living in 
Glasgow, were each sentenced 
to seven years and six months.

Donald Dunbar, 61, 
Kenneth MacKenzie, 25, 
and Sean Gordon, 28, were 
each jailed for three years, 
and Karen Reynolds, 51, was 
jailed for a year. All were 
from Glasgow.

Danielle Finlay, 30, from 
Hamilton, had sentence on 
her deferred until December 
13 and she was granted bail.

� ey all admitted being in-
volved in the supply of drugs 
between November 2018 
and March this year. � ese 
charges were aggravated by 
a connection with serious 
organised crime.

Lord Boyd told Adams and 
Kelly: ‘You are the only ones 
who do not have a depend-
ency on drugs. You directed 
others and your motivation 
was wholly � nancial gain.’

� e High Court in Glasgow 
heard that the other accused 
had drug problems and 
became involved to pay o�  

drugs debts.
Defence counsel Mark 

Moir, representing Finlay, 
said: ‘She had a signi� cant 
drug addiction problem and 
is taking steps to address 
that. Her involvement in this 
was acting as a courier on a 
single day. She had accrued a 
signi� cant drug debt and had 
agreed to act as a courier to 
help pay that o� .’

Lord Boyd is considering a 
non-custodial sentence for 
Finlay and has called for fur-
ther reports on her progress.

� e court heard that Adams 
and Kelly ran the business 
and used MacKenzie, 
Dunbar, Finlay and Gordon 
as couriers. Reynolds’ 
Glasgow � at was used to store 
drugs.

Mr Goddard said: ‘Adams 
and Kelly possessed bulk 
quantities that they would 
supply to couriers for forward 
distribution under their 
direction.’ 

Both Kelly and Adams were 
found in possession of signif-
icant quantities of controlled 
drugs. � e court heard that 
MacKenzie, Dunbar, Gordon 
and Finlay were caught fol-
lowing tip-o� s to the police. 
� ere was also undercover 
surveillance on members of 
the gang. 

Adams and Kelly were the 
subject of undercover surveil-
lance and Kelly was caught in 
Argyle Street, Glasgow, with a 
rucksack containing cocaine 
and heroin with a street value 
of £30,290.

Gang members jailed 
over drugs haul

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com
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Oban rebels travel to London for climate protests
Six climate rebels from 
Oban, Ardfern, Lismore, 
Connel and Benderloch 
joined the Extinction 
Rebellion protesters in 
London this week, with two 
from Appin planning to 
join them next week. 

� e group only started a 
few months ago but such 
is the strength of feeling 
among the members, they 
felt it important they join 
the national protest. 

Parts of London were  
brought to a standstill 
on Monday as protesters 
blocked major roads around 
parliament in London at the 
start of what they have billed 
a two-week demonstration 
to ‘shut down’ the heart 
of the UK capital to force 
a change in government 
policy on climate change.

A spokesperson for the 
group said: ‘� e Argyll pro-

testers are pictured [above] 
at the Scotland, North East 
and Cumbria site, which 
is by the Department of 
Business, Energy and 
Industrial Strategy, near 
Westminster Abbey, and 
named Truth in Power.

‘Each of the 11 sites occu-
pied by protesters in London 
has a di� erent theme.

‘One of our members is 
providing arrestee support 
on Lambeth Bridge, now 
named the Faith Bridge. 

‘� e XR Scotland, North 
East England and Cumbria 
site tells the truth about 
the fossil fuels that power 
all our lives, while sending 
our future up in smoke. Oil, 
gas and coal industries are 
continuing to drill, dig and 
frack, while corporations 
have known for decades 
that burning fossil fuels is 
causing climate breakdown 

and mass extinction. Our 
government is complicit: in 
legislation, in subsidies, in 
vested interests. 

‘We demand they Tell 
� e Truth about fossil fuel 
industry’s role in climate 
emergency; Act Now by 
committing to net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2025, including emis-
sions exported; create and 
be led by the decisions of a 
citizens’ assembly on cli-
mate and ecological justice.

‘Although many local 
authorities have declared a 
Climate Emergency, includ-
ing Highland, Argyll and 
Bute have yet to do so. 

‘For anyone interested in 
joining XR Oban we have 
a Facebook page and our 
next meeting is on October 
17, 6.30pm, in the Scout 
Hall behind St Columba’s 
Cathedral.’

� e Oban Times
Thursday 10 October 2019 NEWS  3

OT

Four of 
the Oban 
protestors 
in London 
on Monday 
morning.

A mum-of-six is asking for 
government protection against 
the expanded use of Dalmally 
pylons.

Four of Lisa Beckett’s chil-
dren are pupils at the village 
school which has the closest 
classroom to any pylon in the 
UK – just 60 metres away.

She wants her MSP Michael 
Russell to get absolute 
assurance from the Scottish 
Government that the pylon 
and lines near the school 
are   permanently excluded 
from any plans to develop the 
National Grid, blocking power 
companies from prioritising 
pro� ts over children’s safety.

Mrs Beckett has written to 
Mr Russell over controversial 
plans for 52 new pylons as 
part   SSE Networks’ North 
Argyll reinforcement project.

Her home in Glenview is just 

metres away from Scottish 
Power’s electricity pylons 
which, according to National 
Grid data, are only being used 
for 35 hours a year. 

She fears SSE’s plans, if they 
get the go ahead, to potentially 
re-route huge amounts of elec-
tricity through the sub-station 
at Stronmilchan will, she says,  
put the community and its 
children at ‘unacceptable risk’.

In most EU countries, pylons 
have to be sited at least two 
miles from a school and in the 
USA it is three miles. 

In the early 1970s and ’80s, 
cancer rates around Dalmally 
were well above the national av-
erage for both adults and chil-
dren, but in the early-to-mid 
1990s they suddenly dropped 
signi� cantly. Campaigners say 
this correlates with Dinorwig 

Power Station in Wales coming 
on line in 1984 as the primary 
supplier of pumped-storage 
electricity to the National 
Grid, meaning Cruachan was 
required less and less.

Mrs Beckett and fellow 
campaigners believe the 
reduced amount of electricity 
has made it a far safer place for 
families to live and they want 
Mr Russell’s help to make sure 
it stays that way.

In her letter to Mr Russell 
Mrs Beckett said a member 
of the No More Pylons in 
Dalmally campaign had 
spoken to two oncologists 
and both had expressed ‘huge 
concern’ that the pylons could 
once again be used to transmit 
large amounts of energy so 
close to a primary school.

‘� ey explained that chil-
dren’s brains grow and develop 

mainly between the ages of 
seven to 15 and during this pe-
riod are far more susceptible to 
damage from electro-magnetic 
radiation than at any other 
time of their lives,’ she said.

‘We would like categoric 
assurance from the Scottish 
Government that this pylon 
and the lines in close prox-
imity to the school are per-
manently excluded from any 
forthcoming plans to develop 
the National Grid, and that in 
doing so, SSE, Scottish Power, 
Drax or any other power com-
pany cannot prioritise pro� ts 
over the safety of our children.’

A ScottishPower Energy 
Networks spokesperson said 
the transmission line has been 
in service for over 50 years and 
there are no current plans for 
any changes to it.  

Mr Russell told � e Oban 
Times he had raised the 
issue with three Scottish 
Government ministers but was 

also concerned about serious 
planning issues and current 
and future transmission lines 
near homes.

‘In that regard, the proposals 
for a second above-ground 
line at Dalmally, and another 
very close to houses in Tarbert 
are unacceptable to the local 
communities, and I have made 
that very clear to the energy 
companies.   

‘� ose companies are mak-
ing huge pro� ts and they have 
to be prepared to listen to com-
munities and act accordingly.’

A SSE spokesperson said it 
planned to hold more consul-
tations in the next few months 
to continue to explore under-
grounding options, adding: 
‘All proposed overhead trans-
mission infrastructure for the 
North Argyll reinforcement 
project will be a minimum 
distance of 100m from local 
villages and properties in the 
area.’

Dalmally mum calls for 
protection over pylon use

Lisa Beckett in her garden.
16_T41-pylonmum03-lisabeckett

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Oban culture co-ordinator is 
woven into new charitable role
� e top job of representing 
one of Scotland’s oldest 
cra� s has been bestowed 
on Bonawe’s Breege Smyth, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

� e Trades House of 
Glasgow has installed 
Breege as its Deacon of the 
Incorporation of Weavers.

Breege, who job shares 
the position of arts and 
culture co-ordinator at 
Oban’s Rock� eld Centre, as 
well as being an Oban FM 
presenter and serving on 
Ardchattan Parish Council, 
said the post was ‘a big 
honour’.

� e Trades House of 
Glasgow represents 14 
cra� s, including weavers, 
tailors, bonnet makers and 
glovers, and gives out bursa-
ries to students encouraging 
the skills’ longevity.

� e cra�  of weaving in 
Scotland goes back to the 
1500s.

As a charitable trust, � e 
Trades House of Glasgow 
manages funds of more 
than £18 million and dona-
tions of more than £750,000 
are awarded annually to 
deserving causes and indi-
viduals across the west of 

Scotland. Breege’s previous 
experience on a number 
of high-pro� le weaving 
projects saw her recognised 
by the Trades House of 
Glasgow and she has been 
involved in its Master Court 
for some time.

As part of her year of 
o�  ce, Breege will attend a 
number of events promot-
ing Scotland’s weavers.

She added: ‘My year will 
also be taking a focus on 

the west coast - there’s a 
ginormous link between 
here and Glasgow. I’m in-
credibly proud to be Deacon 
and to be encouraging the 
weaving industry to thrive 
in Scotland.’

In March, Breege will 
be taking samples of 
Dunollie’s new Lorn tweed 
and pioneering marine life 
textiles from Cuantec at 
Dunsta� nage to showcase 
at Westminster.

Breege Smyth 
is the new the 
Deacon of the 
Incorporation 
of Weavers of 
Glasgow. 

A community is on a mission 
to remember parishioners 
who fell in the wars.

Ardchattan is one of only 
a very few parishes in the 
whole of Scotland that does 
not have a community war 
memorial and now there is a 
start of a plan to change that.

One hundred years ago the 
parish had more than � ve 
churches in the area, from St 
Conan’s Kirk on the shore of 
Loch Awe to Glen Noe and St 
Modan’s in Benderloch, each 
commemorating their fallen 
in their own way.

But a� er the Church of 
Scotland closed Achnaba 
Kirk on the road to Bonawe 
in January, St Modan’s has 
become the last church in 
the newer formed parish and 
people have come up with 
the idea of constructing a 

community war memorial 
at the viewpoint on commu-
nity council-owned land at 
Benderloch.

Although several existing 
memorials are now in St 
Modan’s, the church is 
kept locked. To make the 
proposed war memorial 
possible they will need funds 
and ideas – possibilities so 

far include a stone cairn-like 
structure topped by a cross 
or using glass panels, etched 
with names of the fallen, to 
re� ect across the water of 
Ardmucknish Bay.

For the time being, dona-
tions and any money raised 
will go into a sub account 
being organised by the com-
munity council and there are 

hopes to set up a Justgiving 
page. Donations or cheques, 
made payable to Ardchattan 
Community Council, can be 
dropped o�  with Jill Bowis at 
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch.

Mrs Bowis told community 
councillors at last � ursday’s 
meeting that it could take � ve 
years to make the memorial a 
reality. A lot of work research 
needs to be done to make sure 
no one is missed from the roll 
of honour.

As well as appealing to the 
public for � nancial support, 
fundraisers plan to approach 
businesses for help.

Meanwhile, Achnaba Kirk 
has still not gone on the mar-
ket although it is expected to 
be up for sale soon.

As well as the outside of the 
church being listed, it also 
has a rare central commun-
ion table about 30�  long and a 
precentor’s pulpit inside that 
are also listed.

Parish on new mission 
to remember its fallen

Ardchatten Church, 
Achnaba, closed at 
the beginning of 2019.

A � are sighting near Connel 
Bridge triggered a massive 
emergency turnout on Sunday.

Oban lifeboat launched at 
about 2pm a� er reports of a 
possible sighting of a red light 
in the sky and were joined by 
� re crews and the coastguard.

A� er a search of the area 
and further into Loch Etive 
nothing was found and the 

response teams were stood 
down. � is marks the 70th 
call out of the year for Oban 
lifeboat, which is turning out 
to be one of the busiest years 
since the Trent class lifeboat 
arrived at the station in 1997.

Oban lifeboat has a reputa-
tion as being one of the busiest 
single all-weather lifeboat 
stations in Scotland.

� e Mòd, the biggest 
festival of Gaelic 
culture, returns 
to Glasgow this 
year with live 
coverage and 
highlights featuring 
extensively on BBC 
ALBA and broadcast 
simultaneously on BBC Radio 
nan Gàidheal.

It is almost 30 years since 
the event was last hosted in 
Glasgow.

With the coverage host-
ed by Gaelic icon Cathy 
MacDonald, the BBC ALBA 
programmes will highlight 
the best singers, choirs and 
performers starting from 
Monday, October 14.

� e beginning of the week 
features the children’s Mòd, 

while the second half 
of the week focuses 

on the choral 
competitions and 
the live coverage 
for the coveted solo 

Gold Medals. 
Cathy said: ‘� e 

Mòd brings out the 
best in Gaelic culture and it’s 
almost compulsive viewing 
for Gaelic enthusiasts. 

‘Every year the response is 
fantastic and I can’t wait to 
celebrate the Mod once again 
in Glasgow.’

Amongst those joining 
Cathy will be renowned 
Mòd Gold Medallists Kenna 
Campbell MBE, Gillebride 
MacMillan and Joy Dunlop. 
 For a Mòd programme 
preview, turn to pages 25-28.

Sighting sparks rescue response

BBC Alba to cover Mòd live

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired!

STATEMENT KITCHENS
Fully Fitted or Supply Only
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Taynuilt maintenance man 
John Murphy is on a mission 
to help � x devastated lives in 
hurricane-hit Bahamas.

John is spending one month 
helping to distribute emer-
gency aid and resources to the 
stricken country’s most vul-
nerable people, as part of an 
international disaster relief 
team organised by Christian 
charity Samaritan’s Purse.

Hurricane Dorian � attened 
homes and livelihoods when 
it struck last month and 
now the ravaged islands are 
threatened with a Cholera 
outbreak.

� e Bahamas is the latest 
in a tragic string of disaster 
destinations across the world 
where Mr Murphy has volun-
teered with Samaritan’s Purse 
over the past � ve years.

� e charity uses funds 

pre-supported by Christian-
giving to get its volunteers out 
where they are needed most 
by the second or third day of 
a disaster hitting.

Mr Murphy’s � rst de-
ployment in Nepal saw 
him running the main 
distribution warehouse for 
the whole country when the 

tiny country was shaken by 
earthquakes in 2015.

Since then he has served 
under threat of snipers and 
gun� re in war-torn Iraq, 
surrounded by landmines 
and boobytraps, to ensure ur-
gent supplies got to starving 
people in Mosul, and he has 
run an overnight camp for 

migrants seeking refuge in 
the Greek islands.

John told � e Oban Times 
last week, just hours before 
he headed for the airport: ‘In 
Chois in the Greek islands, 
I met 2,500 migrants a day. 
� e stories I heard from them 
will stay with me forever. � e 
best job in the world there 

was wrapping blankets round 
babies, but there was so much 
heartbreak, there were par-
ents who’d had their babies 
washed from their arms.

‘In Iraq, we saw cooking 
pots, vacuum cleaners and 
computers that ISIS had � lled 
with semtex. We were shield-
ed by a truck from snipers as 
we gave out aid.’

And he added: ‘I believe I go 
to places where God wants me 
to go. I have faith he will keep 
me safe. My overwhelming 
feeling about what I do is that 
there is so much good in the 
world; there’s also a lot of bad 
but there is so much good, 
so much kindness. � ere 
are people going above and 
beyond just to help others and 
that’s why I love doing what I 
do.’

Murphy Maintenance cus-
tomers also have a part to play 
in his ability to volunteer: 
‘I’ve got to thank my wonder-

ful clients at the moment who 
are living with a half-stripped 
out kitchen while I’m away. 
� ey were so kind when I 
explained and said ‘just go, 
we’ll wait’.

Mr Murphy � ew out to the 
Bahamas last week as part of 
a second team of volunteers 
to take over the Samaritan’s 
Purse work on the islands. 
� e charity already has a 
hospital up and running but 
there is a likelihood it will 
also have to set up a Cholera 
unit to cope with the looming 
disease crisis.

‘People think the Bahamas 
is paradise but it’s far from 
that. � ey have ghettos and 
the whole place is � attened, 
it’s just devastation. � ere is 
no drinking cocktails on the 
beach,’ said John.

To support the work of 
Samaritan’s Purse go to 
samaritans-purse.org.uk to 
make a donation.

Taynuilt fi xer helps charity 
mend broken Bahamas

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

John Murphy, left, headed out to help in the Bahamas last week, and right, in Iraq, John 
and his colleagues were shielded by a truck from snipers as they gave out food.

News that the United States 
plans to slap tari� s of 25 per 
cent on imports of Scottish 
malt whisky later this month 
as part of its dispute with 
the EU over aircra�  makers’ 
subsidies has been met with 
concern and disappointment 
in Argyll, writes David 
McPhee.

More than £1 billion 
worth of Scotch whisky was 
exported to the US last year 
and there is concern the new 
tari� , which comes into force 
on October 18, could impact 
that.

Highlands and Islands 
Conservative MSP Donald 
Cameron said he was 
‘alarmed’ that such a trade 
dispute could hit commu-
nities in places such as Islay 
hard. ‘It’s a bitter irony that 
an argument between the 
European Union and the 
United States about subsidies, 
should embroil the malt whis-
ky industry,’ he said.

‘EU trade negotiators need 
to get back into talks with 
their American counterparts 
and sort this dispute out 
before it does any more harm.’

Neil MacKay, chairman 
of Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Alliance, said: ‘Twenty-� ve 

per cent is a really major sum 
and it is verging on extor-
tionate. We are lucky that the 
Oban Distillery is a wonder-
ful resource in our town and a 
popular one. � is could really 
a� ect business for the Oban 
Distillery.’

However, Mr MacKay’s con-
cern did not end with Oban. 
He added: ‘For Argyll and the 
isles, whisky is a vital part of 
the economy. � e distilleries 
are phenomenal. Is it a matter 
of time until they start doing 
the same with the likes of gin, 
which has had a boost in the 
last few years, with nearly 
every island having its own 
gin? It could have some long-
term e� ects.’

Karen Betts, chief execu-

tive of the Scotch Whisky 
Association, said: ‘� is is a 
blow to the Scotch whisky 
industry.    � e tari�  will un-
doubtedly damage the Scotch 
whisky sector. � e US is our 
largest and most valuable 
single market, and over £1 
billion of Scotch whisky was 
exported there last year.

‘� e tari�  will put our com-
petitiveness and Scotch whis-
ky’s market share at risk.  We 
are also concerned that it will 
disproportionately impact 
smaller producers.  We expect 
to see a negative impact on 
investment and job creation 
in Scotland, and longer term 
impacts on productivity and 
growth across the industry 
and our supply chain.’

Alarm over US whisky tari�  
impact on Argyll distilleries

Oban 
Distillery 
could be 
a� ected by 
the tari� .
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Enchanted by season’s greetings

October is one of my favour-
ite months, especially if you 
get sunny, dry days.

� ere is nothing nicer 
than getting wrapped up 
for a walk, scu�  ng through 
the fallen leaves and being 
surrounded by the red, golds 
and greens that make this 
such a beautiful season.

It makes up for the darker 
nights and mornings, 
although it is nice to coorie 
in at night and shut the 
curtains, light the candles 
and the stove.

Dunollie woods is one of 
my favourite walks at this 
time of year – up to Dunollie 
through the woods and 
then back to town along the 
shore – although if you have 
children it may be worth 
booking into some of the 
wonderful workshops that 

Dunollie has through the 
school holidays.

I like the sound of them 
for myself and may need 
to borrow a child from 
someone to take part. More 
details can be found on the 
Dunollie Museum, Castle 
and Grounds website or on 
Oban Town Diary.

One of the other nice 
things to do on a clear 
autumn day is take the ferry 
over to Mull, even if you get 
no further than Craignure 
for a wee wander. 

� e light and crisp air of 

the crossing is amazing and 
it also has a much more 
peaceful feeling a� er the 
hustle and bustle of the 
summer months.

Just because it’s autumn 
doesn’t mean that Ganavan 
should be ignored either. 
� is is the perfect time for 
kite � ying, a bit windier than 
summer but not gale force, 
hopefully.

Oban Phoenix Cinema has 
some great � lms on for the 
holidays. Asterix looks fan-
tastic, as does � e Lion King 
and Toy Story 4 – perfect for 
the days when the weather 
isn’t quite so good or a wee 
treat.

And not forgetting Atlantis 
Leisure, where you could 
spend a whole day and not 
have anyone complain about 
being bored.

Last week’s photograph 
was of the chimneys above 
Argyll Mansions – very 
impressive I think and this 
week’s isn’t too far to walk.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

Lack of funding has hit an 
advocacy project transform-
ing hundreds of lives in Oban 
and across Argyll.

Since 2017, 376 people over 
the age of 16 struggling to lead 
independent lives because of 
long-term conditions such as 
heart disease, multiple sclero-
sis or arthritis have been able 
to get   help from the project 
run by Lomond and Argyll 
Advocacy Service (LAAS).

LAAS managed to se-
cure funding in October 
2016 through the Scottish 
Health and Social Care 
ALLIANCE’s Transforming 
Self-Management Scotland 
Fund. But that funding has 
now run out and le�  those be-
hind the pilot scheme ‘deeply 
disappointed’.

Although continued fund-
ing from the local authority 
and the NHS means the ser-
vice will be able to keep up its 
work with people with mental 
illness or a learning disabili-
ty, who have a statutory right 

to get independent advocacy, 
many others who do not 
come under that category will 
go without.

Scott Rorison, who is 
LAAS’s advocacy manager, 
said that despite the project 
being tried and tested it has 
failed to get more funding 
from Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) or any other state 
source or charities.

He added that the project 

had made a positive impact 
on many people’s lives and 
for some had been ‘truly 
transformational’.

Feedback from its users 
showed 92 per cent of them 
had found it helpful and 82 
per cent felt better listened to.

Mr Rorison said LAAS 
believed the project demon-
strated how early interven-

tions and a person-centred 
approach could avoid the 
need for more expensive 
interventions when a crisis 
develops.

He continued: ‘We are 
deeply disappointed that, 
despite evidence of its impact 
and e� ectiveness, we have 
been unable in the current 
� nancial climate, to secure 
funding from the Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) or other 
statutory or non-statutory 
source to continue the project 
in its current form.

‘As a consequence many 
people in Argyll and Bute 
living with a long-term con-
dition will be unable to access 
independent advocacy to pro-
mote better self-management 
at an early stage, which in 
many cases may prove a false 
economy.

‘In the meantime LAAS 
continues to provide access 
to independent advocacy for 
adults with a learning disa-
bility, adults with a mental 
illness and older people,’ he 
said.

Advocacy 
project hit by 
funding crisis

‘Despite the project 
being tried and tested 
it failed to get more 
funding.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Seil ski�  gets a makeover
Seil Coastal Rowing Club 
organised a dry dock working 
party at the weekend to get 
its ski�  boat ready for the 
2020 season, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

Plenty of washing down, 

sanding and painting was 
fueled by co� ee and ginger 
cake to get Selkie back in 
ship-shape.

Members from the Seil crew 
will be taking part in regional 
freshwater sprints at Loch 

Tummel near Pitlochery later 
this month as part of a team 
representing North-West 
coastal rowers.

New members of all ages are 
welcome to join; to � nd out 
more visit seilski� .org.uk

Seil coastal rowers give Selkie a makeover, getting her ready for the new season. 
16_T41-skifmaekover

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Cairngorm will be
with you from conception,
through construction, to completion
of your home improvement project.

 It is the best investment we have
ever made, we are absolutely

delighted with the end product and
can’t fault Cairngorm at all!   

Mr & Mrs Jones, Latheron
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by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban Community Fire Station is getting 
its hoses ready for a charity car wash on 
Saturday October 19, writes Kathie Gri�  ths. 

Organisers are hoping people will bring 
their cars to the station from 10.30am to 
4pm, whatever the weather.

‘It doesn’t matter what the weather’s like, 
we’ve got canopies to put up,’ said � re� ghter 

David MacInnes, who will be among the 
crew of car washers on the day.

Like last year’s car wash, pictured above, 
all money raised from the day will go to 
the Fire� ghers  Charity, which helps to 
rehabilitate current and former � re� ghters 
su� ering from either a physical or mental 
condition. 

All hands to pump for car wash

Mum Karen Penny is on 
Mull for the latest leg of her 
20,000-mile walk round 
Britain and Ireland.

� e 54-year-old who le�  
home in South Wales in 
January to embark on the 
mammoth mission that 
could take up to four years 
to complete, put her feet up 
for an overnight stop at Oban 
Backpackers on Friday night 
before heading to the island 
and the next stage of the 
walk in aid of Alzheimer’s 
Research UK, already raising 
£45,000 for its work to � nd a 
cure.

Son George, who she has 
not seen since the start of the 
year, was joining her from 
his home in Bristol and had 
brought a new retractable 
toothbrush as a reunion gi� .

‘I get very attached to things. 

I’ll be sorry to say goodbye to 
my old toothbrush. � e less 
you have, the more you ap-
preciate it,’ said Karen, who 
is now on to her � � h pair of 
walking boots and whose 
whole life is packed into a 
rucksack with the minimum 
of essentials, including a tent 
and a clothes bag the size of a 
washbag.

Kindness of strangers is ev-
er-giving; funds have shot up 
since she reached the Scottish 
islands.

‘I take each day as it comes 
and try not to worry about 
where I’ll be staying the next 
night. I’ve slept in bird hides 
to deserted castles. One night 
I’m eating 11-day old bread 
and green cheese and the 

next I’m staying with Lord 
and Lady Vesty on Jura – it’s 
really that extreme.

‘I met one lady who lives on 
the Ulva side of Mull and she 
has o� ered me a caravan at 
the bottom of her garden. I 
get talking to people and tell 
them why I’m doing the walk 
and people just o� er to help.

‘When I go into schools a 
question the children o� en 
ask is, ‘Do you get lonely?’ 
the answer is, yes I do. It’s 
not just family and friends 
from home I miss but it’s the 
people I meet and bond with 
along the way. When I have 
to say goodbye and move on 
it can be a real wrench.’

She added: ‘Alzheimer’s is a 
disease of the brain that can 
a� ect anyone at any age at 
any time. It can be cured, we 
just need to fund the research 
to � nd it. We have to be pos-
itive about this. � e youngest 
person I’ve met on my travels 
with it so far has been 48.

‘My mother-in-law Alma 
had vascular dementia and 
died within six months, with-
in one week of her funeral my 
father-in-law Kingsley was 
ringing us asking where we 
were and what was for tea 
– repeatedly. He developed 
full-blown Alzheimer’s. 
Kingsley was an academic, an 
intelligent man who spoke 11 
di� erent languages but in the 
end he recognised none of us.

‘� ere is so little government 
funding for Alzheimer’s; 
that has to change. In the 
meantime my mission is to 
keep funding coming in. 
Let’s get Alzheimer’s back 

on top of the research list.’
Groundbreaking researchers 
in Cardi�  are currently 
studying fruit-� ies, which 
live for just 10 days, to see 
how their brains degenerate. 
A microscope to do that work 
costs £1 million.

A� er her stint on Mull, 
Karen is heading for Coll, 
Tiree and Barra before South 
Uist and North Uist.

Nearly 10 months into her 
big adventure, Karen’s son 
George still thinks his moth-
er is ‘pretty crazy’.

‘At � rst I thought she was 
pretty crazy and just mad but 
I’m incredibly proud,’ he told 
� e Oban Times.

Karen said: ‘He’s right I am 
mad but for me MAD stands 
for Making A Di� erence and 
that’s exactly what I’m doing!’

To support Karen and 
make a donation go to 
justgiving.com/fundraising/
thepennyrollson 

Mum goes extra mile to 
fund dementia research

Karen Penny left Oban 
for Mull on Saturday to  
continue her 20,000-mile 
quest, walking the coast 
of Britain and Ireland to 
raise money for Alzheimer’s 
Research UK. 16_T41-KarenPenny
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A new network for enter-
prising tour guides across 
Argyll and the Isles has been 
launched in Oban to give 
visitors the best experience.

Plans are in place to 
organise a seminar early 
next year for its members 
to help them make the most 
of VisitScotland’s Year of 
Coasts and Waters.

Freelance walking tour 
guide Anne Fraser was at a 
Cultural Heritage Counts 
conference in Oban last week 
to tell delegates the news and 
promote just some of the 
many tours and experiences 
already on o� er.

Other tour guides from 
Port of Oban and BID4Oban 
were also there to help sign 
up new members.

� e initiative, supported by 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 

Cooperative, Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Alliance (OLTA), 
Port of Oban and Bid4Oban, 
is about  bringing tour guides 
together to share best ideas, 
receive training and � nd 
ways of working with each 
other to come up with new 
tours and experiences cele-

brating the area’s rich history 
and heritage. Last year in 
response to big demand from 
cruise ship visitors,  the town 
commissioned the Scottish 
Tour Guides Association to 
provide Yellow Badge train-
ing for 12 guides, who now 
give walking tours of Oban 

centre and  Kerrera.
Extra bespoke tours and ex-

periences have also been add-
ed with scope for much more 
to come, keeping business in 
the area while providing a 
service for large national and 
international tour operators, 
says Rab Black, chairman of 

Port of Oban Cruise Group, 
who is also a tour guide.

He said: ‘Visitors want a 
balance between facts and 
fun. Local guides can add 
colour and perspective to 
history and heritage, and we 
� nd guests are as interested 
in community and real peo-
ple as they are in buildings 
and monuments.

‘Our new Guides Network 
will bring together all guides 
in our area so we have a 
central register of passionate 
and skilled individuals who 
love to share their knowledge 
and expertise, but may not 
have the business contacts 
and access to the wider 
tourism industry operating 
by themselves.’

To attract more members, 
the network is o� ering all 
guides in the Oban and Lorn 
area an opening enticement 
of 20 per cent discount on 
joining OLTA. 

New network guides way 
for top tourist experience 

Tour guides, 
Michelle 
McAnally 
Woods, front 
left and Linda 
Battison, front 
right, treat 
participants to 
the � rst free 
tour of Oban 
back in May 
2018.
16_T19_

Firstwalkingtour01

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban shoppers 
help to deliver 
Tesco grants
Tesco shoppers in Oban are 
being invited to cast their 
votes to help Scotland-wide 
projects bag up to £25,000 
this autumn.

� e supermarket is mark-
ing its centenary with two 
special Bags of Help funding 
rounds, with £100,000 
funding pot in the North 
and East regions. A� er 
a successful � rst round, 
customer voting begins this 
month for the second ra�  of 
shortlisted groups. 

Grants of £25,000, £15,000 
and £10,000 are up for grabs.

So far in Argyll and Bute, 
Bags of Help has awarded 
more than £425,000 to 115 
projects.

Tony McElroy, Tesco’s 
head of communications 
in Scotland, said: ‘We have 
been celebrating a century 
of delivering great value for 
our customers throughout 
2019. And central to that 
have been our Centenary 
Grants.’

Find out more about Bags 
of Help by visiting www.
tesco.com/bagso� elp
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Drivers who paid for park-
ing that was free at Oban’s 
Corran Halls are seeking 
refunds from the Argyll and 
Bute Council which forgot 
what day it was.

As from October 1, parking 
at the 57-space car park 
should have been free until 
March but the ticket machine 
was still accepting payment.

A hood should have been 
put over the machine letting 
people know it was not in use.

More than 70 people were 
at a museums and heritage 
conference in the hall that 
day and many of them paid 
for their spaces, which 
caused some confusion said 
Oban councillor Jim Lynch.

One man who did pay for 
a ticket before discovering 
it was free, has already con-
tacted the council asking for 
a refund.

‘� ere was no mention in 
the car park of it being free 
from October to March so 
I just paid up. It was only 
when someone in the know 
mentioned I needn’t have 
bothered that I was made 
aware.

‘� ere should have been 
a sign up, it’s only fair to let 
people know it’s free until 
March,’ he said.

� e council’s website does 

mention the free parking. It is 
part of a list outlining where 
all the car parks are in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles and how 
much they cost, as well as 
how many spaces there are, 
who owns them and if people 
can pay by mobile phone.

� e Corran Halls car park 
on Corran Esplanade is the 
only one in the area that 
has pay and display from 
April to September and then 
no charge from October to 
March.

Councillor Lynch said: ‘I’m 

on to it. � ey should have put 
a hood over the machine say-
ing it was not in use but that 
didn’t happen on October 1.

‘It did cause a bit of confu-
sion to people at the confer-
ence in the hall that day. 

‘Some had paid to park 
there but the advice given was 
to send tickets in and ask for 
a refund.’

Parking at the Lochavullin 
car park in Lochavullin Road 
and in Longsdale Road is free 
for the � rst two hours all year 
round.

Feel free to 
park at the 
no-charge 
Corran Halls

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

The council car park at the Corran Halls is now free of 
charge until March 2020.

Supporting Communities Fund 2020/21 – 
Argyll organisations encouraged to apply
Applications are being invited 
for Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Supporting Communities 
Fund 2020/21.

Groups can apply for up 
to 100 per cent of the total 
funding costs for their project 
or activity, with a maximum 
award of £2,500 available.

Applications for the grant, 
which covers all of Argyll 
and Bute, must be received by 
Friday December 6.

Applications that meet the 

criteria will be scored and 
recommendations made to 
the relevant local area com-
mittee for a decision to be 
taken by elected members in 
the spring of 2020.

� e fund is aimed at 
supporting community 
projects and helping to kick 
start new projects. It is open 
to all community groups. 
Applications must be able to 
evidence direct bene� t to the 
local community. Advice and 

support on funding is avail-
able from the Community 
Development team, which can 
be contacted at 01436 657647 
or email: communitydevelop-
ment@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Application forms can 
be found on the website at 
w w w.a rg yl l-bute .gov.u k /
counci l-and-government/
third-sector-grants, with 
hard copies available via 
the council’s Community 
Development team.

Pensioners 
who 
attended 
the day 
enjoyed 
a lot of 
singing and 
dancing 
after a light 
lunch.

Oban’s Silver Shindig is huge success
Last Tuesday (October 
1) 1000 voices and Age 
Scotland held an event to 
celebrate Older People’s 
Day at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls, Oban.

� e event was well attend-
ed with around 140 older 
people coming from as far 
as Helensburgh, Dunoon 
and Campbeltown.

� ere were representatives 
from various Argyll-wide 
organisations there to 
provide information to 
attendees and a number of 
them went on to give short 

presentations to the audi-
ence in the main hall.

A� er a light lunch, there 

was lots of singing and 
dancing, with music prove-
ded by a ceilidh band.

Various stalls provided information to attendees.
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Ischaemic heart disease kills 
nearly three times as many 
women as breast cancer in 
Scotland, yet a new survey 
for British Heart Foundation 
(BHF) Scotland has found 
women are more concerned 
about their risk of breast 
cancer (57%) than ischaemic 
heart disease (51%).

�e survey of around 1,000 
Scottish women, conducted 
by YouGov, comes as the 
charity publishes a new 
report, Bias and Biology, 
highlighting the urgent need 
to raise awareness of heart 
disease in women. It also 
raises the issue of gender 
inequalities, showing that too 
many women are dying need-
lessly or recovering poorly 
from a heart attack because 
they may not receive the same 
treatment and care as men.

Every year, ischaemic 
heart disease, including 
heart attacks and angina, 
kills around 2,600 women 
in Scotland – that’s seven 

women every day. �e com-
mon perception that heart 
disease a�ects men leads to 
women being less likely to 
recognise the symptoms of a 
heart attack and more likely 
to delay seeking help – which 
can cost lives.

�e Scottish Government 
has recently announced its 
commitment to a Women’s 
Health Plan which will 

include action to address 
inequalities for women with 
heart disease – a move BHF 
Scotland has welcomed.

�e charity believes the 
appointment of a Women’s 
Heart Champion for Scotland 
should be considered as a 
next step, to further ensure 
the issue is prioritised, raising 
awareness among women of 
the risks and symptoms and 

promoting equality of timely 
diagnosis and treatment 
within the healthcare system.

Professor Colin Berry, 
professor of Cardiology 
and Imaging, University of 
Glasgow and Golden Jubilee 
National Hospital Director of 
Research and Development, 
says: ‘At every stage – from 
the moment they experience 
symptoms through to their 
rehabilitation – women with 
heart disease can face disad-
vantages. �is has to change.

‘We know that women o�en 
wait longer before calling 
999 a�er �rst experiencing 
heart attack symptoms. But 
that delay can dramatically 
reduce the chance of survival. 

‘Women may be less likely 
to receive a timely diagnosis 
and, even a�er the event, 
women are less likely to be 
o�ered cardiac rehabilitation 

to improve their recovery. 
It is incumbent on us all to 
work together to address 
these issues to help save and 
improve lives.’

BHF Scotland is calling for 
everyone to be more aware of 
the most common symptoms 
of a heart attack:

z Central chest pain or 
discomfort in your chest 
that suddenly occurs and 
doesn’t go away. It may feel 
like pressure, tightness or 
squeezing. For some people 
the pain or tightness is severe, 
while other people just feel 
uncomfortable. Pain similar 
to that of indigestion is also a 
common symptom.

z Pain which radiates 
down your le�, both arms, 
or to your neck, jaw, back or 
stomach.

z Feeling sick, sweaty, 
light-headed or short of 
breath.

Find out more about wom-
en’s heart health at bhf.org.
uk/women

Women under-estimate 
risk from heart disease

Woman are more at risk of 
dying from heart disease 
than breast cancer.

Mary’s Meals will reach 12,796 
more chronically hungry 
children with a life-changing 
meal every school day thanks 
to funding raised from players 
of People’s Postcode Lottery.

�e charity has been award-
ed £500,000 to help provide 
more school meals in Africa – 
attracting impoverished chil-
dren to the classroom, �lling 
their empty stomachs, giving 
them the energy to learn.

A signi�cant part of the 
funding will also be used to 
support the growth of the 
charity’s work, including 
delivering key projects in 
organisational and sta� 

Mary’s Meals’ 
lottery boost
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� e expedition to Tiree to 
catch a lobster by the age-old 
means of � nding one under 
a rock at low tide is carried 
on in this week’s piece.  

� ese special crevices 
known in Gaelic as ‘fa-
icheanan’ were the subject 
of last week’s article and on 
that theme I continue.  

I can assure readers that 
the excitement on the 
morning of our search was 
great and heavily dispropor-
tionate to the potential prize 
of our hunt.  It was not the 
monetary value or even the 
culinary expectation of our 
quarry that was the cause of 
the excitement, but the mag-
ical feeling that we might 
� nd a lobster by means that 
although once common, is 
now almost unheard of. 

� e e� ect given by the 
sight of a lobster coming up 
in a creel is hard to surpass 
but the thought of catching 
one straight from its rocky 
hidey-hole is for some rea-
son even more thrilling.

Being the son of a lobster 
� sherman and having � shed 
during every summer hol-
iday all through my school 
years and later, either as 
part–time or full-time work 
til I was 24 years old, I have 

always had a mild obsession 
with lobsters. Since my early 
teenage years, I have had 
recurring dreams about 
lobsters, seeing them or 
catching them in di� erent 
ways and usually in large 
quantities.  

In these dreams I have 
pulled creels up from 
the pier at � e Harbour, 
Caolas, with two and three 
7lb clonkers in each, I have 
walked forth on a com-
pletely dried-out Skipinnis 
Bay – dried out far beyond 
any possible low spring tide 
–  with lobsters thick among 
the exposed kelp and in a 
recent dream which visited 
me just a few weeks ago, 
I picked up a good-sized 
male lobster with a heavily 
barnacled shell as it moved 
over sand beside a rock at 
the eastern end of Gott Bay.   
In this dream I was walking 
ankle deep in a place that 
in reality even at low water 
would be two fathoms below 
the surface.  

My father was told a 
story about an elderly lady 
from the east end of Tiree 
whose knowledge and skills 
relating to the faicheanan 
were so great that she used 
to send boxes of lobsters 

away to Billingsgate market.
� e story goes that although 
very secretive about her 
locations, she was rightfully 
proud of her knowledge.  

Accordingly, when a young 
man she knew well was due 
to emigrate to New Zealand, 
immediately before he le�  
the island, she took him in 
the early morning twilight 
and showed him every 
single faiche that she knew. 
� e knowledge was passed 
on but to one who could not 
use it and therefore was no 
threat to her own lobster 
hunting. 

With dreams and stories 
� lling my mind and antici-
pation running high, we set 
o�  for the shore.  

As the location of each 
individual faiche was found 
and tried at di� erent parts 
of the island, our chances 
of striking blue gold were 
lessening.  

As the tide began to rise, 
our hopes continued to fall 
til at last we had to accept 
defeat for the day.  

� e lobsters of that day 
remained in dreams and sto-
ries, but what a thoroughly 
enjoyable a� ernoon we had 
among the rocks, memories 
and ghosts of the past.   

A marine ecologist, iden-
ti� ed as a rising star of UK 
research, has been awarded 
a prestigious fellowship to 
address global food shortage 
by recycling waste from food 
production industries – all 
with the help of the humble 
sea cucumber.

Dr Georgina Robinson of 
the Oban-based Scottish 
Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) has been 
awarded a UK Research and 
Innovation (UKRI) Future 
Leaders Fellowship worth 
£1.2million to fund her re-
search for the next six years.

She plans an overhaul of the 
current ‘nitrogen cycle’ pro-
cess by which excess nitrogen 
in the form of animal waste 
from industries such as ag-
riculture and aquaculture is 
turned back into an inert gas 
and released into the atmos-
phere. Instead, Dr Robinson 
proposes a system that will 

recycle this waste by using 
it to feed sea cucumbers and 
marine worms – so-called 
deposit feeders – which can 
then be farmed as a high-pro-
tein food source for humans 
and livestock and may even 
be used to generate electricity.

Sea cucumber has been 
referred to as a superfood, as 
it is high in protein, low in 
fat and  rich in vitamins and 

minerals. It is eaten through-
out Asia and the Middle East 
and there are studies current-
ly investigating its medicinal 
qualities.

Dr Robinson, who is based 
in Mauritius, said: ‘Proper 
nitrogen management will 
be critical to feed a growing 
global population, estimated 
to reach nine billion by 2050. 
Current technologies to 

treat nitrogen-rich e�  uent 
focus on converting reactive 
nitrogen – nitrogen that is 
available to most organisms 
– back to its inert form as 
nitrogen gas in the atmos-
phere. However, nitrogen is 
too valuable to be lost. Rather 
than looking to promote 
technologies for permanent 
removal of nitrogen, we can 
recover this valuable resource 
to pioneer sustainable food 
production systems and cat-
alyse a new revolution in the 
nitrogen cycle.’

Dr Robinson was one of 78 
recipients of a UKRI Future 
Leaders Fellowship on Friday 
September 20. During the 
course of her fellowship, 
systems will be developed in 

marine and terrestrial set-
tings in tropical (Mauritius) 
and temperate (UK) environ-
ments. � e marine scientist 
said she hoped to develop a 
low-cost system for the food 
production sector that can in-
crease revenue, while reduc-
ing environmental impacts, 
particularly in lower income 
tropical countries. It is envis-
aged that large-scale adoption 
of the technology would have 
the potential to secure food 
and feed production systems 
for generations to come.

Dr Adam Hughes, a senior 
aquaculture researcher at 
SAMS, said: ‘� is is really 
exciting science, dealing with 
one of the biggest challenges 
we currently face. Georgina’s 
work is changing the way we 
think about waste and turn-
ing it into a resource, rather 
than a problem.’

For the full story, visit www.
obantimes.co.uk

Argyll farming waste could 
help feed global population

Dr Georgina Robinson of 
SAMS has been awarded a 
UK research fellowship to 
help address global food 
shortage.development. � e latest award 

raised from players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery will support 
its projects in Benin, Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, 
Malawi, South Sudan, Uganda 
and Zambia.

� e news was welcomed by 
communities and the Mary’s 
Meals team in Zambia, where 
an additional 1,597 hungry 
children across the Eastern 
Province of the country will 
receive a daily meal thanks to 
the funding.

Mathias Zimba, Mary’s 
Meals’ head of programmes 
in Zambia, said: ‘I would like 
to thank players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery for their 
support for Mary’s Meals in 
Zambia, which ensures we 
are able to feed more children 
with a daily meal in school.’

Mary’s 
Meals feeds 
more than 
1.5 million 
children in 
18 countries 
around the 
world every 
school day.
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Behind the scenes at Atlantis Leisure
A wander down Dalriach 
Road these past weeks has 
meant kicking through the 
�rst layers of the annual car-
pet of fallen leaves as browns 
and reds complete their 
takeover of the greenery.

Draw near to Atlantis 
Leisure and you’ll also catch 
autumn in the faint smell 
of Beth’s homemade soups 
wa�ing invitingly through 
the air from the café. Come 
on in and see what else has 
been cooking at the centre.
Sta� news

�ere are some new faces 
in our sta� team and a very 
warm welcome to the latest 
additions to the Atlantis 
family: Kenny Black, Erin 
O’Rourke, Lucy Croarkin, 
Robert MacLachlan and Ella 
MacKechnie. It’s great to have 
you all. We’re also delighted to 
welcome Marianne Gordan 
to Atlantis – Marianne is a 
Level 2 swimming teacher 
and will be working with us 
as we continue to grow and 
develop Oban Swim School 
and is also booked on a 
course to become an aqua 
aerobics instructor.

It’s all change in the �tness 
team as we celebrate Martin 
Rennie passing his Body 
Pump instructor course. 
Martin joins the rest of 
the Les Mills team as they 
support him in becoming a 
fully-�edged instructor in 
the next month or so.

Martin helps �ll the gap 
Iona Paterson leaves as she 
tackles her next challenge 
in Masters study at Heriot-
Watt University. And we’re 
delighted to welcome Elise 
Cleaver back as she o�ers 
Pilates classes once again.

Goodbyes are never easy 
but they’re made a little bet-
ter when they’re temporary. 
We’re really proud of Stewart 
Twort for securing an ap-
prenticeship at Glensanda 
so we’ll be saying cheerio as 
he leaves Atlantis. However, 
Stewart has o�ered to stay 
on in a voluntary capacity, 
continuing to help with 
gymnastics and key youth 
events. All the very best for 
what’s next Stewart.
Centre life

Last month saw the sports 
hall curtain and tracking 

replaced. Curtains are a bit 
more of a logistical under-
taking in sports halls than 
they are in living rooms 
so this is always quite the 
operation and great to have 
completed.

One of the �rst groups to 
bene�t from the new cur-
tain was the more than 60 
competitors who joined us 
for an event hosted by Oban 
Badminton Club.  

Competitors came from 
far and wide to compete 

in an event that was also 
livestreamed. It’s brilliant 
to see such a range of sports 
enjoying strong support and 
we’d like to thank Andy and 
the team at BID4Oban which  
so generously supported this 
undertaking. Such was the 
success of the event that the 
badminton club is investi-
gating making next year’s 
span a full weekend.

Community sponsorship is 
also enabling our swimmers 
to grow and develop. CalMac 

sponsored a group from Islay 
to come over to Oban as the 
two teams came together for 
a friendly gala. 

More than 50 competitors 
bene�ted from this spon-
sorship but the impact goes 
further. Rural communities 
like ours depend on oppor-
tunities to come together, 
strengthening relationships 
that can last long a�er the 
swimming caps and goggles 
are hung up. 

�anks to CalMac as it con-
tinues to support sports and 
community development.
PWTAG

PWTAG stands for Pool 
Water Treatment Advisory 
Group and they’re the guys 
who keep us all safe in clean 
water as we dive into the 
pool. Kyle and Iwan are just 
back from a seminar in Perth 
that PWTAG hosted.

�ese events are important 
for rural centres like ours 
as they strengthen industry 
bonds and relationships with 
other providers. It’s a great 
opportunity to share wis-
dom and catch up but also to 
ensure our lifeguarding and 

safety practice are the most 
up to date they can be.

For Atlantis, however, 
the PWTAG events carry a 
deeper signi�cance – we’re 
on track to becoming the 
�rst recipients in Scotland 
of the PWTAG Pool Mark. 
�e pool mark certi�cation 
is an assurance that the pool 
meets healthy operational 
standards. It’s a fantastic 
achievement and is a testa-
ment to the hard work and 
commitment of the mainte-
nance team.
Café Atlantis

�e aroma of Beth’s hearty 
cooking has been �lling the 
café and making all sta� 
wish lunchtime would hurry 
up. 

It’s fantastic to have her and 
Iain with us. �is month saw 
the signing of a new three-
year management agreement 
between Atlantis and the 
Macdonalds, securing a 
partnership that will allow 
us to develop their ideas for 
the café. We’re delighted to 
have Beth and Iain with us. 
Come and try out the new 
menu and taste for yourself.

There are lots of ideas to develop Café Atlantis.

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall, 
Glencruitten Road 
Wednesday 9.30am, 
11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Salvation Army Hall 
16 Belford Road, Fort William
Thursday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
3pm, 5pm & 7pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead  
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm,  
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Since Argyll & Lochaber SW  
classes opened members have lost an 
amazing 7143 stone that’s 100,002 lbs.

See what 
you can 
achieve!
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� e Scottish Rural Awards 
are the ultimate benchmark 
of excellence in Scotland’s 
countryside – a celebration 
of the enterprise, innovation, 
dedication and community 
spirit of those who live in 
rural Scotland.

Now in their sixth year, the 
Scottish Rural Awards are 
partnered by Scottish Field 
and the Scottish Countryside 
Alliance, in association 
with the Royal Highland 
and Agricultural Society of 
Scotland (RHASS).

� e deadline for nomina-
tions is November 4, 2019.

� e all-new award titles for 
the Scottish Rural Awards 
2020 are:

 Rural Hospitality Award
 Best Scottish Artisan Food 

Award
 Best Scottish Artisan 

Drink Award
 Rural Business 

Diversi� cation Award
 Best Rural Business Start-

Up Award

 Best Farming Business 
Award

 Best Rural Employer 
Award

 Best Rural Innovation 
Award

 Best Rural Skills Educator 
Award

 Most Sustainable Rural 
Business Award

 Best Rural Tourism 
Initiative Award

 Rural Hero Award
 Lifetime Achievement 

Award
 NEW FOR 2020: 

Best Countryside Digital 
Innovator Award

Watch the video from the 
2019 awards by visiting www.
obantimes.co.uk

Call for nominations as 
Scottish Rural Awards 
2020 open for business 

Oban Lifeboat Station hit the headlines this week after receiving a cheque from The Oban Times – £176 was raised 
from an RNLI advertising feature back in May and gifted to the lifesavers. 
From left are, coxswain Ally Cerexhe; Alison Rennie, secretary of Oban RNLI community fundraisers; Oban Times 
editor Susan Windra; Phil Hamerton, chairman of Oban RNLI community fundraisers; and RNLI full time mechanic 
Tom Kennedy.

Revenue return for Oban lifeboat lifesavers
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BUSINESS NEWS

Two west coast pubs have been 
recognised for their excellence at the 
inaugural Scottish Bar and Brew Awards 
2019.

Around 150 representatives of the 
best bars in Scotland gathered on 
Monday September 30 at the Marriott 
Hotel in Glasgow to celebrate their 
achievements.

Among the nominees were the 
Glenelg Inn at Kyle of Lochalsh and the 
Lord of the Isles at Craobh Haven.

The Glenelg Inn took the title of Inn of 
the Year overall winner, while the Lord 
of the Isles won Gastro Pub of the Year 
for central region.

The Scottish Bar and Brew Awards 
2019 showcased bars that performed 
well over the past year and are consid-
ered the best by the public.

The awards also celebrated top es-
tablishments that strive to be di� erent. 
They commended those which serve 
unique drinks, blended with secret 
recipes and ingredients as well as bars 
that o� er fantastic atmosphere due to 
their sophisticated ambience.

Irfan Younis, CEO of Creative Oceanic, 
said: ‘Although in the � rst year, we 
received a fantastic response from the 
public keen to vote for their favourite 
bars that keep the country alive.’ 

Success for pubs 
at top awards

� e Pierhouse Hotel and Seafood Restaurant 
at Port Appin has been shortlisted as a � nalist 
in the Best Restaurant Experience category 
at this year’s Highlands and Islands Tourism 
Awards.

� e annual awards recognise and reward 
the best places to stay, eat, drink and enjoy the 
area’s sporting, historic and cultural events, as 
well as its nature and scenery.

� e overall winners will be announced 
at an awards ceremony and dinner at the 
Drumossie Hotel in Inverness on Friday 
November 1. � rough a partnership with 
the Scottish � istle Awards, the winner from 
each category will also automatically be put 
forward as a regional � nalist in the National 
Scottish � istle Awards scheme.

Tucked away on the shores of Loch Linnhe, 
with breathtaking views to the islands of 
Lismore and Mull, � e Pierhouse Hotel and 
its renowned restaurant is one of Argyll’s 
most idyllic and romantic destinations.

Earlier this year, � e Pierhouse was pur-
chased by hotelier Gordon Campbell Gray, as 
part of � e Wee Hotel Company, which also 
includes � e � ree Chimneys at Colbost on 
the Isle of Skye.

Fiona McLean, general manager at � e 

Pierhouse Hotel and Seafood Restaurant, said: 
‘We’re extremely proud to have been selected 
as a � nalist in the Best Restaurant Experience 
category at this year’s Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards. � is wouldn’t have been 
possible without the continued dedication, 
enthusiasm and passion of our restaurant 
team and local suppliers.

‘As part of � e Wee Hotel Company, � e 

Pierhouse has quickly established itself as 
Argyll’s seafood heaven. Not only do we o� er 
a unique and high-quality food and drink 
experience overlooking Loch Linnhe, but we 
also showcase and promote local produce on 
our menus, giving our guests a real sense of 
place. 

‘Food and drink is an integral part of our 
philosophy and experience at � e Pierhouse.’

Hotel shortlisted for 
top tourism award

The Pierhouse Hotel and Seafood Restaurant team celebrating being named a � nalist in 
the Best Restaurant Experience category.

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH  t: 01631 562525

27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ  t: 01369 706198 

f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721
www.argyll� nancial.co.uk

Protection    Mortgages
Pensions    Investments

FINANCIAL ADVISERS BUSINESS ADVISERS PRINTING

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

 

Morag is HIE boss for Argyll and Isles

Morag Goodfellow has been with HIE for nine years.

Free training is available for Argyll busi-
nesses in everything from book-keeping 
to social media and video production.

� e Business Gateway workshops 
planned to the end of this year are as 
follows.

Making smartphone videos, Wednesday 
October 23, � e Bridge, Helensburgh; Build 
your own business website, Friday October 
25, � e Bridge, Helensburgh; Better busi-
ness websites, Tuesday November 5, West 
Highland Housing Association, Oban; 
Business start-up, Wednesday November 
6, An Roth, Mull; Book-keeping, Tuesday 
November 12, Civic Centre, Helensburgh; 
PR on a budget, � ursday November 14, 
West Highland Housing Association, Oban; 
Business start-up, Tuesday November 19, 
Whitegates, Lochgilphead; Developing 
a brand, Tuesday November 26, Queen’s 
Hall, Dunoon; Writing engaging online 
content, Wednesday November 27, � e 
Bridge, Helensburgh; Business start-up, 
Tuesday December 3, HLCC, Helensburgh; 
Business start-up, Wednesday December 4, 
HLCC, Helensburgh; Developing abrand, 
Wednesday December 4, West Highland 
Housing Association, Oban.

Go to www.bgateway.com or call 01546 
604555.

Free help available for 
businesses across Argyll

Morag Goodfellow has been 
appointed area manager 
for Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) in Argyll and 
the Islands.

Morag joined HIE in 2009 and 
has been based within the Argyll 
and the Islands team for the 
past nine years, most recently as 
head of regional development, 
based in Lochgilphead.

She has played a key role in 
developing some of Argyll’s 
recent infrastructure projects 
such as � e Fairmile Building 
business hub in Dunoon and the 
European Marine Science Park 
in Oban.

Originally from Caithness, 
Morag studied economics at 
Glasgow University. 

She completed a master’s 
degree in land economy before 
embarking on a career as a 
chartered surveyor, working in 
Edinburgh, Glasgow and Oban.

Morag told � e Oban Times: 
‘I am delighted to be taking up 

this role, leading the Argyll and 
the Islands team. 

‘I am very fortunate to live and 
work in such a beautiful region, 
which has so many natural 
bene� ts to help drive our 
economy.

‘From tourism to whisky, 
aquaculture to marine science, 
there are signi� cant opportuni-
ties for growth and innovation 
in all these sectors.

‘� ere are also challenges, 
of course, including helping 
businesses adapt to leaving the 
EU and attracting new talent to 
areas still experiencing popula-
tion declines.

‘I look forward to continuing 
to work with the team and 
our partners, including Argyll 
and Bute Council and North 
Ayrshire Council. 

‘Collaboration is the most ef-
fective means of strengthening 
the economy and community 
resilience of Argyll and the 
Islands.’

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood 
which can receive goods

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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Vivid glimpses of life long ago
� e barn owl tales a modest living from the 
� elds of Fiunary as it � its in and out from its 
roosting-place near the ruins of Lochaline 
House between Savary and Salachan above the 
Sound of Mull.

� e house, of which only a few walls remain, 
was built by John Sinclair, son of Duncan 
Sinclair of Doire nan Saor, Glenkinglass, Loch 
Etive, where his ancestors were tacksmen for 
generations.

John le�  home at an early age and settled in 
Tobermory, where he soon established himself 
as a merchant. He built up a � eet of trading 
ships plying between Mull, Glasgow and 
Liverpool, and, eventually, owned the impor-
tant Tobermory distillery. He was � nancially 
enterprising and had his own monetary sys-
tem. His note issue was neatly lithographed 
and signed bearing the following: ‘Tobermory, 
Island of Mull, 9th January 1825. For want of 
change, I owe you � ve shillings, and for four 
of these tickets I will give you a £1 note. John 
Sinclair.’

Soon John became considerably wealthy and 
married Catherine, eldest daughter of Robert 
MacLachlan of Dunadd and later Rahoy, 
Morvern. He retired when he was 43 and 
bought several � ne farms in Morvern which 
he amalgamated and called Lochaline Estate.

Lacking a suitable dwelling as be� tted the 
laird of 8,550 acres – for which he had paid 
£20,000 – John Sinclair built Lochaline House 
on the lower slopes of Beinn Bhan where it 
slips gently down into the Sound. � e foun-
dations were laid in 1821. Until the building 
was habitable, the family continued to live in 
Tobermory, coming across the Sound to camp 
near the new property during the summer 
months.

Four years later, it was ready but fate dealt 
Sinclair a heavy blow when, in 1825, his wife 
died suddenly, aged 39, leaving � ve children. 
Life in the house, and the neighbourhood, was 
warmly portrayed by a young diarist, Agnes 
King, Sinclair’s grand-daughter.

She writes: ‘It must have been a sad entrance 
to the new and beautiful home when he [John 
Sinclair] came into it with his � ve motherless 
children, my mother, the eldest, being only 10 
years old. I have heard that everything was in 

utmost order, le�  by her in readiness for the 
family returning permanently to the house. 
Grandfather’s sister, Mrs Campbell, kept 
house for him and well she � lled the di�  cult 
post, for it was no ordinary household she 
was called upon to manage. Hospitality was 
the rule and there was scarcely a day but what 
some strangers unexpectedly came.

‘� e cooking of a Highland kitchen was a 
continual process. Di� erent classes had to be 
served at di� erent periods in the day, from 
early morn till night. Dairymaids, and all sorts 
of maids with shepherds, farm servants, and 
herd-lads, o� en strangers also, were fed in the 
large hall adjoining the kitchen. Ducks, hens, 
geese and turkeys were all supplied from the 
home farm. Sheep and lambs from the hills, 
with a bullock now and then, game from the 

moors and � sh from the rivers and sea. Much 
forethought was always required in the order-
ing of such a household. Twice a year stores 
were ordered from Glasgow, and the store room 
� lled, and what a business that was. Medicines 
were ordered at the same time, kept locked up 
in the “Medicine Press” from which the whole 
community was supplied with Physic.

‘Consideration for others, kindness towards 
all, bearing and forbearing was the rule. I 
can remember my blind grandfather calling 
“Margaret” to my mother and asking her, 
“What rooms are you giving to the Laudale 
gentlemen?” � e Laudale gentlemen, as they 
were called, were two brothers, Colin and 
Hugh MacLachlan, who had owned an estate 
called Laudale. In an evil moment, they had 
put up security for a relative, with the result 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern LinesMorvern Lines
Place names are so much part of 
everyday surroundings it can sometimes 
be forgotten what they say  about local 
history.

These names could give a clue to 
former occupations or work practices, 
to a person closely associated with the 
location or simply be a perfect, short-
form description of that place in physical 
or topographical terms.

Looking into the wide diversity of 
names to be found on the maps of West 
Dunbartonshire and Argyll, place-name 
enthusiasts are meeting shortly in 
Arrochar for the autumn conference of 
the Scottish Place-Name Society, in the 
Three Villages Hall on Saturday Novem-
ber 2. Arrochar was an obvious choice as 
a venue for this all-day gathering, which 
is also open to non-members, as two of 
the main subjects under discussion have 
links with the district.

Hundreds of place names from 
Argyll, Arran, West Dunbartonshire, 
West Perthshire and Lochaber were 
recorded by Arrochar man John Dewar 
(1802-1872), who was paid by the Duke 
of Argyll to travel around west Scotland 
recording oral history. When written up 
in Gaelic, this resulted in the 7,000-page 
Dewar manuscripts which contain 
numerous place names (settlements, 
rocks, caves, fords and other natural 
features), including many not known 
from other sources.

The place names of Arrochar parish 
itself take up another section of the 
conference. A group of village people 
were so inspired during a place-name 
workshop held as part of a Hidden 
Heritage project that they got engaged 
in a spin-o�  study of names within the 
parish, which stretches from the top of 
Loch Long across to the northern half of 
Loch Lomond and beyond Ardlui.  The 
end result is a publication entitled Gaelic 
Place Names of Arrochar Parish, a guide 
to the meaning behind the names.

Anyone interested in attending can 
visit the website of the Scottish Place-
Name Society (www.spns.org.uk) where 
more details can be found.

Argyll place 
names’ place in 
our history
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Our archive this week produces a photograph of fun being had at Fort William Primary 
School’s summer fare in 1996 or 1997.

We go back to 1997 this week and the expectant faces of the new intake of primary ones 
from Taynuilt Primary School.

Vivid glimpses of life long ago

that their property had to be sold to meet the 
demand, and little indeed was le�  for them to 
live upon. � ey used to arrive as if to make a 
call, but it was well understood that a visit of a 
week or two was intended, and when they le�  
they never went empty-handed.

‘Downstairs, there were several visitors who 
used to come regularly from time to time for 
a night or two, a bed in one of the outhouses 
always being ready for them, but they did 
not call themselves beggars, and none of the 
household did either. One of them was Donald, 
from Tiree – he had a sort of St Vitus’s dance 
and walked with an unsteady gait. Once he 
went to Drimnin but found Lady Gordon out, 
and was not well received. On coming down 
the avenue, he met Lady Gordon with a friend 
and overheard her saying when passing him, 

“� e man is drunk,” so he looked round a� er 
them and said, “� en it would not be on your 
ladyship’s charity that I would get fu’”.

‘� e household washing of linen was a great 
undertaking. � e clothes were taken in a cart 
to the washing ground which was about half 
a mile from the house. It was beside a burn, 
where the ground seemed scooped out, and a 
� at, grassy place le�  between the river and the 
higher bank. A huge caldron being � xed with 
the � re under in the shelter of the bank above. 
� e washing took several days to accomplish.

‘Going to church with Belle [the housekeep-
er] is another remembrance. We went in a 
cart – straw was spread on the bottom of it. 
� e gallery on one side of Kiel church was 
allotted to the Lochaline estate. Although 
my grandfather was the largest heritor in the 
parish he “came out” at the Disruption. He 
was the only proprietor in the district to do so. 
My grandfather built a small Free Church just 
outside the village of Lochaline.

‘I also remember Donald the Post. He rode 
on a shaggy and very small pony, both man 
and beast being of a very slow order. � ere is 
a story of a man being found sleeping at the 
roadside by someone, who a� er shaking the 
sleeper, asked, “Are you the post?” “No, sir, I 
am the Express.”

‘Donald was something of this sort. Someone 
called him the Teapot, for his face was long 
and narrow, with a very pronounced nose 
which did bear some little resemblance to the 
spout of a teapot. He was a most grave and 
melancholy aspect and looked as if he carried 
the weight and responsibility of the whole 
kingdom on his back.’

John Sinclair retained all his faculties, except 
sight, until his 92nd year when, according to 
his grand-daughter, he used to crack nuts with 
his teeth. By his will, Lochaline estate was sold 
at once.

A� er it was advertised, old Belle cried and 
prayed that she might not live to see strangers 
in the old house. Her prayer was answered 
and she, too, was buried at Kiel along with 
her master. Agnes King recorded in her diary, 
‘I cannot forget one old man on the day we 
le� , weeping as he wrung his hands saying, 
“Morvern is a widow today”.’

Lochaline house as John Sinclair had built 
it (photograph from a pencil sketch supplied by Iain Thornber) 
and, inset,  John Sinclair (1770-1863) of 
Lochaline and Tobermory (photograph of a family 

portrait, Iain Thornber).
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

SNP has let us down on 
superfast broadband
During my period as MP for Argyll and Bute, 
I campaigned to bring superfast broadband 
to the area and was successful in obtaining 
government money to support this.

Recent years have been very frustrating 
watching the SNP government fail to follow 
up on this good work. In its 2016 manifesto, 
the SNP promised to ‘deliver superfast broad-
band to 100 per cent of premises in Scotland 
by 2021’.

� ree years on, hardly any progress has been 
made. In Holyrood recently, the SNP minister 
responsible for delivering this promise admit-
ted it would be ‘challenging’ to deliver it. � e 
reality is that the SNP still has not awarded the 
contracts and its promise cannot now be kept.

As a result, many rural homes and busi-
nesses in Argyll and Bute have been le�  
behind in the race to improve access to online 
services and technology, with some house-
holds barely able to get internet speeds of one 
megabit-per-second.

If I am re-elected to parliament, I will pick 
up where I le�  o�  and campaign relentlessly to 
bring superfast broadband to all premises in 
Argyll and Bute.

Alan Reid, 
Liberal Democrat candidate for 
Argyll and Bute.

Action is needed to protect 
The Royal Way
May I through your newspaper draw people’s 
attention to a matter of considerable impor-
tance and urgency.

I refer to   a threat to the ancient right of 
way that follows the route of least gradient 
from Tarbert Harbour to Tarbert Castle. � e 
old people called this route � e Royal Way. It 
runs through Kings Way, where Bruce’s Brig 
crossed Black’s Burn, past Tarbert Academy, 
through Baluachrach to approach the western 
walls of Tarbert Castle.

Why it was given its name is obvious and, 
though not documented, it is likely that 
Kenneth MacAlpine himself travelled it.

� is is an invaluable cultural asset both 
locally and nationally but its continued ex-
istence is now under threat from a planning 
application which, if granted, will close a short 
section of � e Royal Way to the public.

� e planning application was advertised  

on September 20 under the case reference 
19/01854/PP (retrospective) but appears, from 
the representation made on it to date, to have 
attracted little attention.

Local authorities have a duty under section 
13 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 to 
‘assert, protect and keep open and free from 
obstruction’ rights of way but inexplicably our 
council has never included � e Royal Way 
in its Register of Core Paths thus leaving it 
vulnerable to threats of closure.

However, if enough people, including the 

many who have walked � e Royal Way and 
particularly the stretch between the Tarbert 
Academy area and Tarbert Castle, are pre-
pared to demand its protection and, if able, 
to give testimony that they did walk it ‘openly 
and peaceably’ (even if only once in their lives) 
� e Royal Way’s future can be secured.

People should also bear in mind that the 
threatened section of � e Royal Way is shown 
on Ordnance Survey maps, title deeds plans, 
planning application plans and Land Registry 
plans. It is shown clearly on the ground as a 

� ere was an excellent turnout of 
concerned people at a meeting last week 
to hear the plans by the new owner of 
Barcaldine’s former Scottish Sea Life 
Sanctuary, Gael Force Fusion.

More than 50 people took the trouble 
to attend the consultation meeting at the 
Victory Hall in Benderloch.

As we report elsewhere, Gael Force 
Fusion managing director Stewart 
Graham was there with other key sta�  to 
explain future plans and answer questions 
on them.

‘We want to keep our business here and 
grow here,’ said Mr Graham. More jobs 
have been created recently with another 
12 on the horizon. Mr Graham said he 
hoped to � ll those jobs from people living 
in the area.

Plans on the table at the consultation 
showed intentions to reuse the cafe and 
shop buildings as an o�  ce and welfare 
area for sta�  while replacing the area of 
the old exhibition and aquarium area and 
seal pools with a new shed.

� ere are concerns about the amount of 
tree-felling the development will require 
but overall Gael Force Fusion’s plan will 
bene� t the local economy.

Sea life sanctuary 
plans will bene� t 
the economy

Posturing from Trump 
could have big impact
� e decision by the United States to 
add a whopping 25 per cent in tari� s on 
Scottish malt whisky is typical Donald 
Trump belligerence as he continues his 
feud with the European Union.

However, the reality is that such a move 
could have a serious impact on output 
from distilleries across Argyll and the 
isles.

We must hope that President Trump is 
displaying merely aggressive posturing.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week.  If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or to our o�  ce in 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Feasgar a-màireach fosglaidh 
Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
2019 ann an Glaschu, Baile 
Mòr nan Gàidheal, agus bidh 
buill Comataidh Eagrachaidh 
Ionadail Mòd Ghlaschu air 
an ceann-uidhe a ruigheachd. 
Meal an naidheachd orra, agus 
cuideachd air sgioba beag A’ 
Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich a 
th’ air Mòd Nàiseanta eile a 
thoirt gu buil!  Mar a thuigear 
tha cnàimhneach a’ Mhòid 
stèidhichte air farpaisean 
cànain is ciùil na fèise agus 
ged a tha dreach an tachartais 
air atharrachadh thar nam 
bliadhnaichean tha amas 
bunaiteach a’ Mhòid mar a 
bha riamh, agus ‘s e sin cànan 
agus ceòl nan Gàidheal a 
chomharrachadh agus � oill-
seachadh. Chan eil teagamh 
nach tachair sin am-bliadhna 
a-rithist ann an Glaschu!   ‘S 
e aon de na h-uallaichean 
a th’ air a’ Chomataidh 
Eagrachaidh Ionadail Iomall 
a’ Mhòid a dheasachadh mar 
sgeadachadh air a’ chnàimh-
neach agus chithear mar a 
dh’� aodas sin a bhith glè 
eadar-dhealaichte a rèir ’s mar 
a bhios comas maoineachaidh. 
Mar a bhiodh dùil ann am 
prìomh bhaile na dùthcha 
bidh Iomall Mhòd 2019 ann 
an Glaschu snasail agus 
dripeil agus na chothrom dha 

neach sam bith a dh’iarras 
blasad � aotainn air cànan 
agus cultar nan Gàidheal.

Mar a bha riamh fìor bidh 
sinne � alaidh le ar dualchas, 
agus co-dhiù a thadhlas sibh 
air Mòd na bliadhna seo ann 
an Glaschu � èin neo tro 
phrògraman rèidio, telebhise-
an, neo na h-eadar-lìn, tha 
mi ’n dòchas gun còrd e ribh 
agus gum brosnaich e moit 
às ùr dhuibh nar cànan! Leis 
a’ mhisneachadh gum bheil 
Crùn a’ Bhàird gu bhith ga 
bhuileachadh am-bliadhna 
às ùr, saoilidh mi gum bheil e 
iomchaidh bhur fàgail le bea-
gan de bhàrdachd a mhair tro 
na linntean ged a tha an sgrìob-
hadair fada bhuainn.  Rugadh 
Donnchadh MacIlleRuaidh 
anns A’ Chlachan an Cinn 
Tìre ann an 1849 agus cò nach 
do thog fonn air na beagan 
rannan seo de � ear de na 
h-òrain a sgrìobh e!

Togaibh i, togaibh i, cànan ar 
dùthcha,

Togaibh a suas i gu h-inbhe 
ro-chliùitich;

Togaibh gu daingeann i ‘s 
bithibh rith’ bàidheil,

Hì ho rò, togaibh i, suas leis a’ 
Ghàidhlig!

‘S i cànan na h-òige; ‘s i 
cànain na h-aois;

B’ i cànan ar sinnsir; b’ i 
cànan an gaoil;

Ged tha i nis aost’, tha i 
reachdmhor is treun;

Cha do chaill i a clì ‘s cha do 
strìochd i fo bheum.

� a mòr-shruth na Beurla a’ 
bagradh gu cruaidh

Ar cànain ‘s ar dùthchas a 
shlugadh a suas;

Ach seasaibh gu dìleas ri 
cànain ur gaoil,

‘S chan � aigh i am bàs gu 
ruig deireadh an t-saoghail.

A Chlanna nan Gàidheal, 
bithibh seasmhach is dlùth

Ri guaillibh a chèile a’ cosn-
adh gach cliù;

O seasaibh gu gaisgeil ri 
cànain ur gràidh

‘S na trèigibh a’ Ghàidhlig 
a-nis no gu bràth.
Congratulations to all who 
have worked so hard to 
organise the Royal National 
Mòd 2019 which will open in 
Glasgow tomorrow evening.   
Whether you visit it in the 
city or listen in through radio, 
television or internet, I hope it 
gives you pleasure and pride in 
this unique and precious part 
of Scotland’s national heritage.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

very short length of the easiest route of access 
to Tarbert Castle and its grounds for those 
with mobility problems and the safest route 
for Tarbert Academy children pursuing edu-
cational projects.

� e Royal Way matters and I cannot think 
that future generations will think much of us 
if we just sit back and let something of such 
value slip through our hands.

I would urge everyone who has an interest in 
Tarbert’s history (and Scotland’s) and who is 
concerned about the protection of our cultural 

heritage to look at the planning application 
and the representation already made on it and 
to consider if they too should have their say.

Arthur McFarlane, 
Mount Pleasant, Tarbert.

Loss of  ‘special man of God’ 
is very keenly felt
A special man of God has le�  us in the name 
of Rev Angus Smith, whom I well remember in 
his e� ort to stop the breaking of the Sabbath 
while he was minister at Snizort in Skye dur-
ing the 1960s.

We can but only wonder how di� erent and 
peaceful the islands would have been over the 
past 50-odd years had that happened.

However, as time in God’s hands is quite 
di� erent to ours, and it is said a day is like a 
thousand years, or a thousand years is just a 
blink, so to that end albeit a spiritual one, it is 
a good thing to ponder and admire for us all as 
feeble, vain  materialistic souls.

� is also transcends into the fact and the 
gospel prophecy of nothing was seen to have 
taken place back then but is it a thought to 
think the Lord is biding his time and only 
giving folks more than enough rope before it 
eventually gets back to being   peaceful, and 
non-materialistic once more. 

� en we will know who won and who lost 
as our one day moment becomes a thousand 
years in a blink.

May the good servant now rest in peace, a 
peace he strived for all his life, and on the pier 
at Kyleakin in 1965.

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir.

More work is needed to 
secure economic future
I was delighted to be given the opportunity to 
serve Argyll and Bute in my new position as 
policy lead for economic growth at the most 
recent council meeting.

� ere is little doubt that Argyll and Bute’s 
growing and dynamic economy is a success 
story but that success can bring many chal-
lenges and I will do all I can in my new role to 
address these challenges.

We must become even more of a draw for 
business investment and growth across our 
vast constituency that stretches from the 
urban commuter-belt towns to our island 
communities. 

Councillor Alastair Redman, 
Kintyre and Islands ward.

 Allan Campbell is 
president of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach and a mem-
ber of Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

YOUR PICTURES

High Street, Fort William. This week’s 
photograph was sent by Sharon 
Kill, who said: ‘Thought I’d share my 
sunset over Connel photo from last 
night.’
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DISTRICT NEWS
� e Feis Ile will be hosting a 
Hallowe’en party on Friday 
November 1.

� e event will take place in the 
Ballygrant Hall from 7pm until 
9pm and it will feature games, face 
painting, music and non-alcoholic 
cocktails.

� ere will be a donation collection 
on the door and proceeds will 
go towards the Greater Kilmeny 
Community Group.

Limited transport is available. If 
required, email enquiries@islayfes-
tival.com.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron is to question 
the Scottish Government about the 
loss of Islay’s scheduled air service 
to Edinburgh.

� is comes a� er Loganair took the 
decision to cut the route less than 
six months a� er inaugurating the 
service.

Mr Cameron said: ‘I share the 
immense disappointment of people 
in Islay when they discovered that 
Loganair was going to axe the 
Edinburgh service.

‘� ere was no consultation with 
the community, and the sudden 
announcement took everyone by 
surprise, especially since the service 
has only recently been launched.

‘I fully intend taking this up with 
the Scottish Government to � nd out 
when they were � rst made aware 

of this and what they intend to do 
about it.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar has 
welcomed the allocation of Crown 
Estate revenues which will see £1.7 
million coming to communities in 
the Outer Hebrides.

Speaking at a meeting of the 
Policy and Resources Committee, 
comhairle leader Councillor Roddie 
Mackay said: ‘We are now starting 
to see real, tangible bene� ts from 
our many years of sustained lob-
bying – our communities will now 
have a say in how the marine estate 
is developed and revenues from 
these developments will now return 
to those same communities.

‘� e comhairle, as initial recipient 
of these revenues, will now develop 
a protocol for their distribution to 
communities.’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan has welcomed the impact of 
Warmer Homes Scotland on fuel 
poor households in his constituency.

More than 350 households in Mr 
Allan’s constituency of Na h-Eile-

anan an Iar have bene� tted from the 
scheme’s help since it was launched 
in 2015, each of them saving more 
than £300 on their energy bills per 
year. 

� e £224 million Warmer Homes 
Scotland scheme provides a step-
by-step service to help make homes 
warmer and more comfortable. 

Assistance can include installing 
new and e�  cient boilers, � tting new 

ISLAY

Dervaig pupils have the lion’s share of roaring fun
Pupils from Dervaig Primary 
School on Mull were treated to 
a backstage meet and greet with 
Lionel McLion and Tamoru who 
performed their show Eaten at 
Mull � eatre.

One of the stars of the show, Lionel 
McLion, said: ‘I had never seen the 
sea before I moved to Scotland to star 

in Eaten – a very funny show about 
food and poop. I was born and bred 
in the Serengeti. 

Did you know it’s in the middle 
of Africa – the world’s second 
biggest continent? � e nearest sea is 
1,000km away!

‘I was so excited to come to the Isle 
of Mull because, well, it’s famous for 

seafood! I had crabs, langoustines, 
smoked salmon and mussels. 
Everything was so yum! I had a bit 
too much, so I had to go for a wee 
walk before the show.

‘Tobermory is so pretty! Houses 
are painted in lovely bright colours 
here! I will paint the outside of my 
� at in lion yellow when I get home!

‘� en we had a show! 
‘All kinds of seafood in my stom-

ach gave me lots of energy to roar 
gloriously! 

� e Mull � eatre was totally 
packed with lots and lots of lovely 
pupils from four local schools! A� er 
the show, we took photos together! It 
was great fun!’

Donald Cameron MSP.

Dervaig Primary School pupils with the stars of Eaten.

WESTERN ISLES
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At random

Well done, Nicola
I am chu� ed to bits for a young lady of 
my acquaintance, who has just passed her 
quali� cation to become an o�  cer in the 
Royal Air Force.

Nicola McKie is from a well-known Oban 
family and enlisted in the RAF around two 
years ago.

Nicola joined up as a basic recruit but 
was selected for o�  cer cadet training and 
graduated at the weekend.

Her mum and dad, Mary and Allan, 
headed down south 
last week to watch 
Nicola pass out – if 
that’s the correct term 
– from her o�  cer 
training, and hugely 
proud and excited 
they were, too.

� e family have 
strong connections 
in Oban’s retail and 
hospitality sector. Allan is a former general 
manager of the Caledonian Hotel (now 
the Perle) and the Queen’s, among others, 
while Mary can be found working in 
Chalmers store in George Street. 

In fact, the family’s links to the hospital-
ity sector run even deeper as Nicola used 
to work at the Manor House Hotel in the 
town before signing up.

Nicola, I know, loves her job with the 
RAF but also looks forward to returning to 
Oban when she can (well, who wouldn’t?).

She has done really well since joining up 
and I’m pleased to be able to give her a nod 
of recognition here. 

Shrubbery needs trimmed
Just a thought, but the road which passes 
between Tesco and Homebase, Lochavullin 
Drive, has a footpath on only one side for a 
certain stretch.

� e footpath in question is around the 
Tesco � lling station, and is lined with 
shrubbery which has become overgrown.

Now, this is not a problem for most 
people but it could be for anyone using a 
wheelchair or pushing children in buggies.

� e bushes look appealing but really need 
a trim to improve accessibility.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Mull pupils get on board with Bud

An 18-tonne interactive 
learning space dedicated to 
the remembrance poppy has 
welcomed pupils from seven 
di� erent schools across Mull.

Known as Bud, 
Poppyscotland’s lorry trans-
forms into a contemporary 
exhibition, designed to give 
people a deeper understanding 
of the poppy symbol.

Crossing to Mull was the 
� rst time Bud had been on a 
ferry, and it stopped o�  at three 
di� erent locations on the island 
so youngsters from Tobermory 
school and Bunessan, Iona, 
Lochdonhead, Salen, Dervaig 
and Ulva primary schools could 
visit.

During their visits, pupils 
heard moving stories from 
veterans and made their own 
poppies using the same tech-
niques that have been used by 
Poppycotland volunteers for 
decades.

Poppyscotland chief executive 
Mark Bibbey said: ‘At the heart 

of every poppy is a story and 
that’s why we created Bud – to 
make sure those stories are told, 
and to help people explore and 
understand the importance of 
the poppy.

‘A� er months of planning, 
it’s fantastic to see Bud take to 
the roads of Scotland, visiting 
communities across the length 
and breadth of the country. � e 
team work very hard and have 
early starts, long days travelling 
as well as the physical set-up of 
our mobile micro-museum in 
di� erent places every day.

‘Over the next four years, 
Bud will play an important 
role in exploring the history 
of remembrance and we are 
looking forward to welcoming 
more people on board.’

Bud will be on the road for 
more than 220 days and will 
visit all 32 local authority areas 
in Scotland over the course of 
the next three years.

Denise Baxter, who is chair-
woman of the parent council at 

Salen Primary and was involved 
in bringing Bud to Mull, said: 
‘It was wonderful that we could 
secure this visit from Bud for 
the pupils at Salen, and indeed 
all of other schools which had 
an opportunity to visit this 
wonderful, interactive expe-
rience. � e technology within 
Bud was cleverly used and 
helped to ensure the important 
messages got across.   It really 
got people thinking about con-
� ict in general and stimulated 
an important discussion.

‘We o� en, on the island, cannot 
share the same experiences as 
children on the mainland and 
any opportunity to provide them 
with equal learning experience 
should always be encouraged. 
Our school children really bene-
� ted from this experience and it 
was great to have the opportunity 
to bring something new and hi-
tech to our community.’

To book Bud or to access the 
supporting learning resources, 
go to poppybud.org.uk.

Mull pupils heard veterans’ stories and learned how to make poppies.

radiators, insulating lo� s or even 
working with partners to install gas 
mains to make heating homes in 
hard to reach areas more a� ordable. 

All work is carried out by registered 
and accredited local sub-contrac-
tors, which work to rigorous quality 
standards across the country.

Warmworks is the managing 
agent of Warmer Homes Scotland 
and receives referrals to the scheme 
from Home Energy Scotland. � e 
work undertaken in Mr Allan’s 
constituency relies on the support 
of  agencies such as Tighean Innse 
Gall, which works closely with 
Warmworks and plays an impor-
tant part in referring people to the 
scheme for help to heat their homes 
more a� ordably.

Dr Allan said: ‘I welcome the im-
pact that Warmer Homes Scotland 
has made in my constituency. For 
too many families, living in fuel 
poverty is a harsh reality and it is 
great to know that they are now 
living in warmer, cosier homes with 
greatly reduced fuel bills.’

MSP Bruce Crawford has welcomed 
e� orts to reach a bespoke solution to 
superfast  broadband in Crianlarich.

� e village will not be included 
in the Scottish Government’s R100 
programme to deliver superfast 
broadband to every premises in 
Scotland within the current par-
liament. Mr Crawford raised the 
issue with Scottish Government 
Minister for Energy, Connectivity 
and Islands.

Mr Crawford said: ‘Crianlarich 
will not be part of the main R100 
programme and will instead bene� t 
from a bespoke solution to ensure 
that superfast broadband will be 
brought to the village, with the result 
that superfast broadband is likely to 
be delivered in Crianlarich ahead of 
the main R100 programme.’

A remembrance service will take 
place in the Ledaig car park in 
Tobermory, Mull, on Saturday 
November 9 from 6.30pm.

MULL

CRIANLARICH
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Sir David backs 
nature campaign
Sir David Attenborough has joined 
forces with the Scottish Wildlife Trust to 
demand action to help nature recover.

In a short � lm released this week in 
response to the continued declines 
in wildlife highlighted by the State 
of Nature report, Sir David, president 
emeritus of The Wildlife Trusts, called on 
the government to create and connect 
wild places across the country, and 
urged members of the public to join the 
Scottish Wildlife Trust’s Wilder Future 
campaign.

Sir David said: ‘A wildlife-rich natural 
world is vital for our wellbeing and 
survival. We need wild places to thrive.

‘Yet many of our systems and laws 
have failed the natural 

world. We now live 
in one of the most 
nature-depleted 
places on the 
planet. Nature 
urgently needs 

our help to 
recover – and it 

can be done.
‘By joining up wild 

places and creating more across the UK, 
we would improve our lives and help 
nature to � ourish – because everything 
works better when it’s connected.

‘Now is the time to tell our politicians 
that we need an ecological network 
set in Scottish law. A legally binding 
network for nature would mean wildlife 
is prioritised when managing our land 
and planning our towns. Powerful 
new environmental laws can ensure 
habitats are expanded and reconnected 
meaning all life will thrive once more.

‘It’s time to turn things around. Nature 
is capable of extraordinary recovery but 
we must act now. Tell your politicians 
now is the time to put nature into 
recovery. Everything works better when 
it’s connected.’

Join the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s 
campaign for a Wilder Future at scot-
tishwildlifetrust.org.uk/wilder-future

Action is needed to 
halt wildlife decline

A volunteer surveying the dispersal of chequered skipper butter� y after being released, 
part of the Back from the Brink project to reintroduce this species. Photograph: Ben Andrew

Scotland’s wildlife continues to decline, 
according to the most comprehensive State of 
Nature report ever produced.

� e latest � ndings show that in the � ve 
decades since consistent scienti� c monitoring 
began there has been a 24 per cent decline in 
average species abundance across monitored 
wildlife. � e report con� rms that averaged 
across all wildlife groups the decline contin-
ues unabated.

Following on from State of Nature reports 
in 2013 and 2016, leading professionals from 
more than 70 wildlife organisations have for 
the � rst time joined with government agencies 
to present the clearest picture to date of the 
status of species across the land and sea.

� e State of Nature Scotland report 2019 
reveals that, since recording began, 49 per cent 
of Scottish species have decreased, 28 per cent 
have increased. Nature is changing rapidly, 
with 62 per cent of species showing strong 
changes. 

Of the 6,413 species found in Scotland that 
have been assessed, 11 per cent have been 
classi� ed as threatened with extinction from 
Scotland.

Experts also conclude that it is not too late to 
act. Much is known about the causes of decline 
and about some of the ways in which we could 
reduce impacts and help struggling species. 

� e evidence from the past 50 years shows 
signi� cant and ongoing changes in the way 
we manage land and sea, and the ongoing 
e� ects of climate change, which are having the 
biggest impacts on nature.

Moths have been particularly hard hit in 
Scotland with numbers down by 25 per cent. 
Butter� ies, meanwhile, have shown a slight in-
crease in average abundance of nine per cent.

Of nine mammal species assessed since 1998, 
their abundance has also declined by nine per 
cent. In 2018, the wildcat was declared func-
tionally extinct in Scotland, though conser-
vation e� orts using captive-bred genetically 
pure animals continue.

� e pine marten, however, has made a strong 

ductions by 2050, and the Intergovernmental 
Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES) global assessment 
in May showing unprecedented global de-
clines in nature.

� e report has a foreword by a collective of 
young conservationists who are passionate 
about conservation and the future of wildlife 
and nature to preserve it for future generations.

Dan Rouse, a young conservationist, said: 
‘Nature is something that shaped my child-
hood, that allowed me to be free to use my 
sense of wonder, and to gain an insight into 
the wonderful world of nature.

‘It’s young people who are now picking up 
the baton to save our nature – we’ve already 
lost corn buntings and nightingales in Wales – 
how long until they’re gone from the rest of the 
UK, along with the eerie calls of curlew and 
the gentle purr of the turtle doves?’

return in both abundance and distribution in 
recent years. Overall, the 143 species of birds 
assessed in Scotland appear broadly stable. 
Looking at speci� c bird groups, however, 
reveals a more complex picture.

Scotland’s seabird populations have un-
dergone substantial declines over the past 30 
years. While the monitoring period is shorter 
– running from 1986 to 2016 – the average 
numbers of 12 species of breeding seabirds 
have declined by 38 per cent. 

Surface feeding birds like kittiwake, or 
species that depend on them to � nd prey, such 
as Arctic skua, have been particularly a� ected, 
with major declines of 72 per cent and 77 per 
cent respectively.

� e State of Nature 2019 report builds on 
the UK Committee on Climate Change (CCC) 
advice to governments published earlier this 
year, recommending stringent emissions re-
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Saturday October 12, Ben Vane, 
Strathyre.
A82 S to Crianlarich which then 
becomes the A84 S to Callander. 

At the Mhor 84 hotel just after 
Balquhidder Station, take the B road 
W to the village of Balquhidder, cross 
S over Loch Voil and park at Ballinluig 
NN538201 – take the forest track S 
through Glen Buckie to Ballimore, 
cross over the river Allt Fathan Glinne, 
then turn SW, and then directly S on 
a good stalker’s path to NN519149 
and climb steeply E to the N ridge of 
Ben Vane at 821m. One could return 
by the same route or continue S to 
the summit of Stuc Dubh at 662 m 
and then due E to a spot at 713m, and 
then on to Ardnandave Hill at 715m, 
go round the crags and pick up the 
Rob Roy Way beside Loch Lubnaig 
and head N to Strathyre. Transport 
required

Grade: M+. Distance: 14km. Maps: 
LR57 and EX365. Meet at: Glencoe 
Car Park 8.30am. Start of Walk 10am. 
Leader: Ann Jones 07770 434114.
Thursday October 17, Banavie to 
Torcastle / Cow Hill, Fort William.
Two walks in day – am walk Banavie to 
Torcastle and back – pm Cow Hill from 
GlenNevis.

Am is a � at walk along the 
Caledonian Canal from Banavie, then 
underneath the canal to the ‘castle’ 
ruins by the river. Back along Banquo’s 
walk.

Pm: Start walk at Braveheart CP in 
Glen Nevis NN123729. Take forest 
track S to the Peat Track and then 
turn right up Peat Track to the circular 
route round Cow Hill. Take track on 
the right to mast at the top of Cow 
Hill. Return by upward route.

Grade: L. Distance: am 5 km, pm 
6 km. Height: am, little; pm, 300m. 
Maps: LR 41, EX 392. Meet at: am – The 
Moorings Car Park NN113770 at 10am; 
pm – Ranger’s Car Park 1pm. Leader: 
Fiona Wild 07879 495165.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go on a walk, contact club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 701783 or 
email enquiries@nevishillwalking.club
Sunday October 13, Beinn a’ 

Bheithir,  Sgorr Bhan, Sgorr 
Dhearg, Sgorr Dhonuill, Ballachu-
lish.
Beinn a’ Bheithir is a stand-alone 
mountain range in a commanding 
position over land and sea at 
the junction of two spectacular 
sea-lochs. 

It consists of a long curving ridge 
enclosing � ve N-facing corries. This 
route traverses the entire massif.

Start from Ballachulish TIC, 
NN083584. Head S through the 
village, over the river Laroch, up past 
the primary school and through the 
farm gates. Continue on the track 
leading up into Gleann an Fhiodh. 

Soon after passing a gate, � nd a 
small cairn and an indistinct path 
on the right and follow it up the 
northeast ridge of Sgorr Bhan. The 
ridge narrows and steepens further 
up, with some easy scrambling, to 
reach the summit of Sgorr Bhan 
947m. Continue along the ridge 
to the main summit, Sgorr Dhearg 
1024m. Descend SW to the col at 
NN048554, 757m. Continue W, 
climbing steeply up the ridge to the 
summit of the second Munro, Sgorr 
Dhonuill 1001m. Descend WSW along 
the rim of Coire Dearg, curving NW 
up to a Corbett Top, 824m. Continue 
over the undulating high ground, 
never far from the crest of the steep 
escarpment dropping into Gleann a’ 
Chaolais. From the unnamed Graham 
Top, 758m, head NNE over Creag 
Ghorm turning NNW down the steep 
slope to a small building and aerial at 
the head of a forest track, NN033590. 
Head E down the track to the 
Glenachulish CP. Transport required, 
seven mins from start.

*A shorter descent, but no less 
interesting: From the summit of 
Sgorr Dhonuill, return E down the 
ridge to the 900m contour where it 
is possible to divert N on to the ridge 
leading to the Dragon’s Tooth. Hold 
mainly to its crest, avoiding a di�  cult 
scramble by a path on the E side. 
Descend N down the nose to the top 
of a prominent steep grassy ramp 
at NN0450956400. This leads down 
to the right to reach the � oor of the 
coire. Cross the river and up E a short 
way to a well worn path. Follow this 
N, down through the trees to forest 
tracks which lead down through 
the glen to the Glenachulish CP. 
Transport required, seven mins from 
start. 17km, 1441m ascent

*12km, 1300m ascent
Suggested and coordinated by Toril 

Frantzen.

Snow leopards born at Highland Wildlife Park
A litter of threatened snow leopard 
cubs has been born at the Royal 
Zoological Society of Scotland’s 
Highland Wildlife Park.

Just eight weeks old, the cubs 
are still being nursed by mum 
Animesh and have started to leave 
their cubbing box and explore 
outside.

Sta�  at the wildlife conservation 
charity are delighted, though the 
coming weeks are critical for the 
cubs’ survival.

Una Richardson, the park’s 
head of carnivores, said: ‘We are 
thrilled, though we remain cau-
tious as this is still a very delicate 
stage in their development.

‘Animesh has had three cubs 
and they will be health checked by 
our keepers and vets around three 
weeks from now.

‘Snow leopards are relatively sol-

itary animals so dad Chan is living 
separately from Animesh and the 
cubs, who will remain with their 
mum until they are around two 
years old.’

Chan arrived at the park, near 

Kingussie, from Zoo Krefeld in 
2015, with Animesh following 
later the same year from Marwell 
Zoo.

Una added: ‘With a wild pop-
ulation estimated to be as low as 
2,700, snow leopards are classed 
as vulnerable, with threats includ-
ing declining prey populations, 
protection of livestock and an 

increasing demand for their bones 
in traditional Asian medicine.

‘� e good news is they are now 
protected throughout much of 
their range and the international 
trade in the species has been 
banned.

‘Animesh and Chan are part of 
the European endangered species 
breeding programme, with every 
birth being a potential lifeline and 
increasing the possibility of future 
generations being reintroduced 
into the wild.’

Snow leopards can be found in 
the harsh, remote, mountainous 
areas of central Asia. � e species’ 
range is an arc from Mongolia, 
down through central Asia, along 
the Himalayas and north into 
China. However, many of the 
wild populations are extremely 
fragmented.

Mum Animesh has 
given birth to three 
snow leopard cubs.

‘With a wild population 
estimated to be as low as 
2,700, snow leopards are 
classed as vulnerable’





Hundreds of people across 
Argyll and Bute will be look-
ing out their best out� ts this 
week in preparation for the 
Royal National Mòd, which 
starts tomorrow night.

� is year’s festival of all 
things Gaelic is being held 
in Glasgow and will run 
from Friday October 11 until 
Saturday October 19.

And with the event being 
held in Scotland’s biggest 
city, there are a record num-
ber of entrants.

James Graham, Mòd man-

ager, said: ‘� e competitor 
numbers are up this year. 
� ey are the highest we have 
had in recent years. Our last 
highest [recent] record was 
in Lochaber in 2017 and 
Glasgow is up on that.

‘It is a bit di� erent in the 
fact that it is the � rst urban 
Mòd. Usually we go to 
small towns. With that it 
brings opportunities for us 
to do stu� . � e facilities are 
second to none. � e concert 
hall, for example, is a ready-
made venue – it is brilliant.’

Despite being in a big city, 
people will still be able to 
visit the venues by foot.

James added: ‘All the ven-
ues are in a small footprint. 
It is in the centre of the 
town to try and create an 
atmosphere.’

� e Glasgow Mòd is also 
trying to target a new audi-
ence: People who might not 
have heard of the Mòd before 
or are not involved in the 
Gaelic culture. In a bid to 
help with this, there will be a 
free opening concert tomor-

row night (Friday October 
11) in George Square, 
starting at 8.30pm, so people 
can see what the Mòd is all 
about.

Writing in this year’s o�  cial 
programme, Dòmhnall-Iain 
MacIlleDhiunn, convener of 
the local Glasgow Mòd com-
mittee, said: ‘� ere is a long-
held relationship between 
Glasgow and An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, which goes 
back to the origins of the 
organisation, when a choir 
from St Columba’s Gaelic 

Church were asked to sing at 
a concert in Oban at the � rst 
Mòd.’

Dòmhnall-Iain said that in 
the 29 years since the Mòd 
was in Glasgow, Gaelic had 
grown inexorably.

He added: ‘� is is a Mòd 
for the people. Whether 
you are a Gaelic speaker or 
not, we hope that you � nd 
something special within the 
scheduled events that have 
been produced.’

An Comunn Gàidhealach 
president Allan Campbell 

wished everyone an enjoya-
ble and stimulating week.

He added: ‘Much has 
changed since the National 
Mòd   was last held in the 
City of the Gaels – in Govan 
in 1990 – and isn’t it a par-
ticular cause for pride that 
Gaelic now enjoys greater 
status and political support 
than it had then.

‘Glasgow’s great reputation 
for hospitality will ensure 
that you will have a very 
warm welcome at the 2019 
Royal National Mòd.’

Glasgow 
gears 
up for 
Mòd

Royal National Mòd organisers are hoping this year's urban setting will attract a wider audience, with people who have not usually been aware of the Mòd enjoying the Highland craic.
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Full Mòd coverage begins in next week's Oban Times. 
Don't miss it!
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The full programme of
Events at a glance
Friday October 11
 Opening Ceremony, 7pm, Glasgow City 
Chambers. 
 Public Launch , 8.30pm, George 
Square. 
Saturday October 12
 Super Saturday of Sport, from 11am, 
Glasgow Green Football Centre. 
 Our Language, Our Music, 7.30pm, 
City Halls. 
Sunday October 13
 Mòd Church Service, 2.30pm, An-
drew’s Cathedral. 
 Celtic Praise, 7.30pm, Princes Square. 
Monday October 14
 Family Cèilidh, from 5pm, Exhibition 
Hall, Concert Hall. 
Tuesday October 15
 Children’s Cèilidh, 6.30pm, Strathclyde 
Suite, Concert Hall. 
Wednesday October 16
 Literature Awards, noon, Exhibition 
Hall, Concert Hall. 
 Silver Pendant Final, 2pm, Main Audi-
torium, Concert Hall. 
 Drama, 7pm, Mitchell � eatre 
Gold Medal Final, 7.30pm, Main Audito-
rium, Concert Hall. 
� ursday October 17
 Highland Dancing, 10am, Assembly 
Hall, Glasgow Gaelic School. 
 Lorn Shield, 1.30pm, Main Auditorium, 
Concert Hall. 
 Sheri�  MacMaster Campbell, 1.30pm, 
Main Auditorium, Concert Hall. 
 Traditional Final, 7.30pm, Main Audi-
torium, Concert Hall. 
Friday October 18
 Lovat and Tullibardine, 1.30pm, Main 
Auditorium, Concert Hall. 
 Margrat Duncan, 1.30pm, Main Audi-
torium, Concert Hall. 
 Final Ho-ro Gheallaidh, 10pm, Barrow-
land Ballroom. 
Saturday October 19
 Massed Choirs, 10.30am, Glasgow Roy-
al Concert Hall, Buchanan Street. 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 12 
Talla Chonsairt Rìoghail 
Ghlaschu/Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, Talla Ùr/ New 
Auditorium 
 10.00 - B360 Ceòl Mòr – 
Pìobaireachd. Own choice.
 13.30 - B361 Ceòl Beag - Four-
part March, Strathspey and Reel. 
Own choice. 
 15.00 - B362 Hornpipe and 
Jig. - Own choice.
Seòmar-aoigheachd Srath 
Chluaidh/ Srathclyde Suite
 09.30 - C132A Bagpipes (15 
years and under) - Pìobaireachd. 
Own choice.
 10.00 - C132 Bagpipes (16 to 
18 years) - Pìobaireachd. Own 
choice.
 13.30 - C130 Bagpipes (16 to 18 
years) - March, Strathspey and 
Reel. Own choice.
 13.30 - C131 Bagpipes (16 to 18 
years) - Jig. Own choice. 
Talla Taisbeanaidh/ Exhibition 
Hall 
 09.30 - C132B Bagpipes (15 
years and under) - Pìobaireachd. 
Own choice.
 11.30 - C86 Bagpipes (U13 - 
Novice)  - March. Own choice.
 13.30 - C108 Bagpipes (15 years 
and under)  - March. Own choice. 
 13.30 - C109 Bagpipes (15 years 
and under) - Strathspey and 
Reel. Own choice.
16.00 - C131A Bagpipes (15 years 
and under) - Jig. Own choice. 
Seòmar Bhochanain/
The Buchanan Suite 
 10.30 - C85 Chanter(U13) - 
March. Own choice.
 11.30 - C85A Chanter(U13) - 
Gaelic Air. Own choice.
Holiday Inn Baile Ghlaschu/ 
Holiday Inn Hotel Glasgow 
City Centre, Seòmar Mhont-
martre/ Montmartre Suite 
 09.00 - C83 Fiddle (U13)  - 
March, Strathspey and Reel. Own 
choice.
 13.00 - C118 Fiddle (13-18) - 
March, Strathspey and Reel. Own 
choice. 
 15.30 C176 Fiddle Groups (U19) 
- three tunes in di� erent tempos. 
Own choice.
Colaiste Baile Ghlaschu 
City Of Glasgow College
Talla-òraid, Lecture Theatre 
 09.00 - C178 Accordion (U19) - 
March, Strathspey and Reel. Own 
choice.
 11.00 - C84 Accordion (U13) - 
March, Strathspey and Reel. Own 
choice. 
 13.00 - C178A Accordion (U19) - 

Contemporary Trad. Tunes. Own 
choice. 
 14.15 - C81 Piano (U13) - Slow 
Gaelic Air and March. Own 
choice. 
 15.45 C116 Piano (13-18) - Slow 
Gaelic Air and March. Own 
choice.

MONDAY OCTOBER 14
Colaiste Baile Ghlaschu/ 
City of Glasgow College,
Talla-òraid/ Lecture Theatre 
 09.00 - C51 Solo Singing - Girls 
(9 - 10) - Prescribed song.
 11.00 - C51A Solo Singing - 
Girls (11 - 12) - Prescribed song.
 13.30 - C52 Solo Singing - Boys 
(9 - 10) - Prescribed song. 
 14.30 - C145A Solo Singing 
- Traditional (16 - 18) - Competi-
tors’ choice.
 15.30 - C180 Waulking Song 
(U19) - Competitors’ choice.
Seòmar 1 - Room 1 
 09.00 - C49 Poetry Recitation 
(9 - 10) - Prescribed poem. 
 11.00 -C49A Poetry Recitation 
(11 - 12) - Prescribed poem. 
 13.30 - C100 Poetry Recitation 
(13 - 15) - Prescribed poem.
 14.00 - C150 Poetry Recitation 
(16 - 18) - Poem of  own choice. 
Seòmar 2 - Room 2 
 09.00 - C24(ii) Conversation 
(8 years) - Converse with an 
adjudicator. 
 11.00 - C24(i) Conversation 
(7 years)  - Converse with an 
adjudicator. 
Seòmar 3 - Room 3 
 09.00 - C27(i) Solo singing (5 
years) - Prescribed song. 
 10.30 - C27A(i) Solo singing (7 
years) - Prescribed song.
Seòmar 4 - Room 4 
 11.00 - C26(ii) Poetry Recitation 
(6 years) - Prescribed poem.
Seòmar 5 - Room 5 
 09.00 -C26A Poetry Recitation 
(7 - 8) - Prescribed poem. 
 11 .00 C26(i) Poetry Recitation 
(5 years) - Prescribed poem.
Seòmar 6 - Room 6 
 09.00 C27(ii) Solo singing (6 
years) - Prescribed song. 
 10.30 C27A(ii) Solo singing (8 
years) - Prescribed song.
Talla Chonsairt Rìoghail 
Ghlaschu/ Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, Prìomh Thalla/ 
Main Auditorium 
 10.30 - C173 Choral - 
Unison(U19) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice.
 10.30 - C175 Choral - Puirt-
a-Beul (U19) - Prescribed  
puirt-a-beul.

 11.30 - C174 Choral-Two-part 
Harmony (U19) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice. 
 14.00 - C76 Choral - Unison 
(U13) - Two songs, one pre-
scribed one own choice.
 14.00 - C78 Choral - Puirt-
a-Beul (U13) - Prescribed 
puirt-a-beul.
 15.00 - C03 Choral - Unison 
(Primary) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice.
 15.30 - C77 Choral-Two-part 
Harmony (U13) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice.
Seòmar-aoigheachd Srath 
Chluaidh/ Strathclyde Suite 
 09.00 - C52A Solo Singing - 
Boys (11 - 12) - Prescribed song.
 10.00 - C79 Duet (U 13) - 
Competitors’ choice.
 12.00 - C103 Solo Singing - 
Boys (13 - 15) - Prescribed song. 
 14.00 - C102 Solo Singing  - 
Girls (13 - 15) - Prescribed song.
Talla Taisbeanaidh/ 
Exhibition Hall 
 09.00 - C172 Folk Groups (U19) 
- Two songs of own choice.
 10.15 - C172A Folk Groups 
(U13) - Two songs of own choice.
 11.30 - C87B Action Song 
(U13) - Song with actions. 
Competitors’ choice.
 12.00 - C87A Drama (U13) - 
Original play.
 14.00 - C177 Solo Singing (U19) 
- Previous winners. Competitors’ 
choice.

TUESDAY OCTOBER 15
Talla Chonsairt Rìoghail 
Ghlaschu/ Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, Prìomh Thalla/ 
Main Auditorium 
 09.00 - C110 Choral - Unison 
(13-18) -  Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice. 
 09.00 - C112 Choral - Puirt-
a-Beul (13-18) - Prescribed 
puirt-a-beul.
 10.00 - C156 Solo Singing Boys 
(16-18) - Song of own choice.
 11.00 - C111 Choral - Harmony 
(13-18) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice. 
 13.30 - C71 Choral - Unison 
(U13) - Two songs, one pre-
scribed one own choice. 
 13.30 - C73 Choral - Puirt-
a-Beul (U13) - Prescribed 
puirt-a-beul.
Seòmar-aoigheachd Srath 
Chluaidh/ Strathclyde Suite 
 09.00 - C70A(i) Traditional Girls 
(U11) - Song of own choice.
 10.30 - C146 Traditional Boys 
(16-18) - Song of own choice. 

 13.30 - C70A(ii) Traditional Girls 
(11-12) - Song of own choice.
 15.00 - C96 Silver Medal Boys 
(13-15) - Prescribed song.
 16.00 - C72 Choral - Harmony 
(U13) - Two songs, one pre-
scribed one own choice.
Talla Taisbeanaidh/
Exhibition Hall 
 09.00 - C44A(i) Solo Singing 
Girls (11) - Prescribed song.
 11.30 - C44A(ii) Solo Singing 
Girls (12) - Prescribed song.
 13.30 - C94A Traditional Silver 
Medal Girls (13-15) - Song of own 
choice.
 15.00 - C94B Traditional Silver 
Medal Boys (13-15) - Song of own 
choice.
 16.00 - C145 Traditional Girls 
(16-18) - Song of own choice.
Holiday Inn Baile Ghlaschu/ 
Holiday Inn Hotel Glasgow 
City Centre, Seòmar Mhont-
martre/ 
Montmartre Room
 09.00 - C74 Duet (U13) - Song 
of own choice. 
 10.45 - C70B Traditional Boys 
(U13) - Song of own choice.
 13.30 - C155 Solo Singing Girls 
(16-18) - Song of own choice. 
 15.00 - C144 Duet (13-18) - 
Song of own choice.
Colaiste Baile Ghlaschu/ 
City of Glasgow College,
Talla-òraid/ Lecture Theatre 
 09.00 - C44(i) Solo Singing Girls 
(9yrs) - Prescribed song. 
 11.30 - C23A(i)B Solo Singing 
Boys (7yrs) - Prescribed song.
 13.30 - C95 Silver Medal Girls 
(13-15) - Prescribed song.
 16.00 - C171A Precenting 
a Psalm (U13)  - Precent in 
traditional manner.
 17.00 - C171B Precenting 
a Psalm (U19)  - Precent in 
traditional manner.
Seòmar 1 - Room 1 
 09.00 - C44(ii) Solo Singing 
Girls (10) - Prescribed song.
 11.30 - C23A(ii)B Solo Singing 
Boys (8yrs) - Prescribed song.
Seòmar 2 - Room 2
 09.00 - C23 Solo Singing (5-6) - 
Prescribed song.
 11.30 - C45A Solo Singing Boys 
(11-12) - Prescribed song. 
Seòmar 3 - Room 3 
 09.00 - C21 Storytelling (5-8) - 
Story of own choice.
 11.00 - C43 Bible Reading (9-12) 
- Read at sight from the Bible.
 13.30 - C106 Bible Reading 
(13-15) - Read at sight from the 
Bible.
 14.00 - C89 Storytelling (13-18)- 
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Story of own choice.
Seòmar 4 - Room 4 
 09.00 - C41 Storytelling (9-10) 
- Story of own choice.
 10.30 - C41A Storytelling 
(11-12) - Story of own choice. 
Seòmar 5 - Room 5
 09.00 C23A(ii)G Solo Singing 
Girls (8yrs) - Prescribed song. 
Seòmar 6 - Room 6 
 09.00 - C45 Solo Singing Boys 
(9-10) - Prescribed song.
Seòmar 7 - Room 7 
 09.00 - C23A(i)G Solo Singing 
Girls (7yrs) - Prescribed song.

WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 16
Colaiste Baile Ghlaschu/ 
City of Glasgow College
Seòmar 1 - Room 1 
 09.00 - C40A Conversation 
(11-12) - Converse with an 
adjudicator. 
 11.00 - C90 Conversation 
(13-15) - Converse with an 
adjudicator.
Seòmar 2 - Room 2 
 09.00 - C20 Conversation (5-6) 
- Converse with an adjudicator.
 10.30 - C40 Conversation 
(9-10) - Converse with an 
adjudicator.
Seòmar 3 - Room 3 
 09.00 - C42A(ii) Poetry 
Recitation (12 yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem.
 10.00 - C42(i)G Poetry 

Recitation, Girls (9 yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem.
Seòmar 4 - Room 4 
 09.00 - C42A(i) Poetry 
Recitation (11 yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem. 
 11.00 - C22A(i)B Poetry 
Recitation Boys (7yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem. 
Seòmar 5 - Room 5
 09.00 - C42(ii) Poetry 
Recitation (10 yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem.
Seòmar 6 - Room 6
 09.00 - C75 Reading (U13) - 
Read a piece of prose.
 10.00 - C22A(i)G Poetry 
Recitation Girls (7yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem.
Seòmar 7 - Room 7 
 09.00 - C22A(ii)B Poetry 
Recitation Boys (8yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem. 
 10.00 - C92 Poetry Recitation 
(13-15) - Prescribed poem.
 11.15 - C42(i)B Poetry 
Recitation Boys (9 yrs) - Recite a 
prescribed poem.
Seòmar 8 - Room 8
 09.00 - C22 Poetry Recitation 
(5-6) - Recite a prescribed 
poem.
 11.00 - C93 Reading (13-15) - 
Read a piece of prose.
Seòmar 9 - Room 9 
 09.00 - C22A(ii)G Poetry 
Recitation Girls (8yrs) - Recite a 

prescribed poem.
Talla-òraid - Lecture Theatre
 09.30 - A271 Solo singing 
(Open) - Singing a prescribed 
song relating to Mull or Iona.
 14.00 - A274 Solo singing 
(Open)  - Singing a Skye or 
Sutherland song. Competitors’ 
choice.
Talla Chonsairt Rìoghail 
Ghlaschu/ Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, Prìomh Thalla 
Main Auditorium 
 09.30 - A220 Solo singing 
(Ladies � uent) - Own choice.
 09.30 - A222 Oran Mòr 
- (Ladies � uent) - Singing a 
prescribed song.
 11.30 - A270 Solo singing 
(Open) - Singing of a song from 
‘Songs of the Hebrides’. 
 14.00 - SS254 Silver Pendant 
- Final - Sing two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice.
 19.30 - GS224 Gold Medal 
- Final - Sing two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice.
Seòmar-aoigheachd Srath 
Chluaidh/ Strathcylde Suite
 09.30 - A251 Solo singing 
- (Men Learners) Singing a 
prescribed song.
 09.30 - A253 Solo singing 
(Men Learners) - the theme of  
’drinking songs’, own choice.
 11.30 - A221 Solo singing 
(Men � uent)  - Own choice.

 11.30 - A223 Oran Mòr (Men 
� uent)  - Singing a prescribed 
song.
 14.00 - A275 Duet singing - 
Competitors’ choice.
Holiday Inn-Baile Ghlaschu/ 
Holiday Inn Hotel Glas-
gow-City Centre, Seòmar 
Mhontmartre/ Montmartre 
Room
 09.30 - A250 Solo singing 
- (Ladies Learners) - Singing a 
prescribed song.
 09.30 - A252 Solo singing 
(Ladies Learners) - the theme of  
’songs of nature’, own choice. 
 11.30 - A248 Traditional 
singing (Learners) - Singing a 
traditional song.
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu/ Glasgow Gaelic 
Primary School,
Prìomh Thalla/ Main Hall
 09.00 - B323 Clarsach - Inter-
mediate 1 - One prescribed, one 
own choice.
 13.00 - B323A Clarsach - Inter-
mediate 2 - One prescribed, one 
own choice. 
 14.15 - B330 Clarsach Duet - 
Own choice of music of Gaelic 
origin (U13).
 15.30 - B331 Clarsach 
Ensemble - Three or more 
Clarsachs. Own choice of Gaelic 
music.
Seòmar na Clàrsaich 1 - 

Clàrsach Room 1 
 09.15 - B329 Clarsach Com-
position - Original composition 
re� ecting the idiom of Gaelic 
music. 
 10.30 - B321 Clarsach - 
Introductory - Own choice of 
Gaelic music.
 12.30 - B332 Clarsach - Recital.
14.15 - B320 Clarsach - (Juniors) 
Self-accompaniment.
Seòmar na Clàrsaich 2 - 
Clàrsach Room 2 
 09.00 - B325 Clarsach 
Elementary - (Seniors) One 
prescribed, one own choice.
 09.15 - B333 Clarsach Duet - 
(Senior) Own choice of music of 
Gaelic origin.
 09.30 - B326 Clarsach 
Intermediate/Advanced - Own 
choice of Gaelic music. 
 10.00 - B322 Clarsach 
Elementary - (Juniors) One 
prescribed, one own choice.
 13.30 - B324 Clarsach 
Advanced - (Juniors) One 
prescribed, one own choice.
 15.00 - B330A Clarsach Duet 
- Own choice of music of  Gaelic 
origin (13 - 18). 
Taigh-Cluiche Mitchell - 
Mitchell Theatre 
 19.00 Drama.

THURSDAY OCTOBER 17
Talla Chonsairt Rìoghail 
Ghlaschu/ Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, Prìomh Thalla 
Main Auditorium
 10.00 - A306 Rural Choirs 
- Puirt-a-Beul Prescribed 
Puirt-a-beul.
 13.30 -A300 Rural Choirs - 
Lorn Shield Sing two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice.
 13.30 -A303 Rural Choirs - 
Sheri�   MacMaster Campbell 
Memorial Quaich Sing two 
songs, one prescribed, one own 
choice.
 19.30 - TS232 Traditional - 
Final Sing two traditional songs. 
Competitor’s choice.
Talla-aoigheachd Srath 
Chluaidh/ Strathclyde Suite 
 09.20 - A305 Rural Choirs - 

Ladies - Grampian Television 
Trophy Sing two songs, 
one prescribed, one own 
choice.
 12.00 A233 Puirt-a-beul 
(Open) - Singing Puirt-a-beul. 
Competitor’s choice.
Talla Taisbeanaidh/  
Exhibition Hall
 09.00 - A230 Traditional 
(Ladies � uent) Singing a 
traditional song. Competitor’s 
choice. 
 09.00 - A231 Traditional (Men 
� uent) Singing a traditional 
song. Competitor’s choice. 
 11.30 - A272 Solo singing 
(Open) - Singing a prescribed 
song. 
 15.00 - A279 Solo self-accom-
paniment. Two songs, own 
choice any instrument
except Clàrsach and Piano.
Taigh-òsta Holiday Inn Baile 
Ghlaschu/ Holiday Inn Hotel 
Glasgow City Centre, 
Seòmar Mhontmartre/ 
Montmartre Suite 
 10.00 - A234 Solo Singing 
(Fluent) - Singing a prescribed 
song composed by a Lorn Bard. 
 11.30 - A204 Recitation 
of  poem about Emigration.  
(Open).
 12.30 - A205 Recitation of 
prose about Emigration. (Open).

FRIDAY OCTOBER 18 
Talla Chonsairt Rìoghail 
Ghlaschu/ Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, Prìomh Thalla/ 
Main Auditorium
 09.50 - A308 Puirt-a-beul.  - 
Prescribed.
 13.30 - A301 Area Choirs Lovat  
and Tullibardine Trophy. 
Sing two songs, one prescribed, 
one own choice. 
 13.30 - A302 Area Choirs  
Margrat Duncan Memorial 
Trophy. Sing two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice.
Talla-aoigheachd Srath 
Chluaidh/ Strathclyde Suite 
 09.45 - A307 Open (Men)  
Mull and Iona Shield.  Sing two 
songs, one prescribed, one own 
choice. 
 12.00 - A278 Orain Luaidh.  
Sing waulking songs. Competi-
tors’ choice.
 13.00 - A276 Quartet  - Sing 
one song, competitors’ choice.
Talla Ùr/ New Auditorium
 09.30 - A304 Area Choirs 
(Ladies)  Esme Smythe Trophy. 
Sing two songs, one prescribed, 
one own choice. 

Shannon MacLean, 
from Tobermory, Patrick 
Morrison from Uist, and 
Katie MacInnes from 
Lewis, formed last year’s 
young person committee 
at the Royal National Mod, 
which kicks o�  in Glasgow 
tomorrow (October 11).



Once again we’ve 
chosen a selection of 
photographs from our 
�les taken at a variety 
of Mòds over several 
years.
If you see yourself or 
old friends in these 
pictures, we’d love to 
hear from you.
Email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk and 
share your memories 
from your time during 
these Mòds.
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ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Tibetan monks 
bring sacred dance 
music to Luing

Exiled Tibetan monks will 
be stopping o�  at Luing 
soon as part of a UK sell-
out tour.

Glastonbury, the 
Edinburgh Fringe, Royal 
Opera House and the 
Imperial War Museum are 
just some of the big venues 
they have performed at over 
the years and they have 
even guest-starred on BBC 
Radio 4’s � e Archers, but  
on October 14 it will be the 
turn of the Atlantic Islands 
Centre where tickets are 
still available.

� igh bone trumpets and 
cranium drums are just 
some of the instruments 
the audience can expect, 
as well as ancient chanting 

and remarkable robed 
and masked dancing. � e 
Dung-Chen, long horns, 
instrument can normally 
be heard for several miles!

� ose who make the 
journey across the Cuan 
Sound for the evening in 
Cullipool will be in for an 
unforgettable night, says 
Michael Whitewood, who 
is helping to promote the 
Power of Compassion tour.

Earlier in the evening, at 
5.30pm, there will also be 
a workshop at Cullipool 
Village Hall – entry by 
donation.

Transport will be ar-
ranged for anyone booking 
tickets who is coming by 
ferry to Luing to get them 

to the centre 
in time for the 
performance. � e 
passenger ferry will 
leave Cuan Sound at 
7.30pm and return 
at 10pm.

‘When people 
think of monks they 
think of chanting 
but that’s just part of 
it. � eir monastery is 
unique because they 
are well-known for 
their masked dances. 
� ey are very elabo-
rate, made out of wood 
and papier mache and they 
wear colourful robes.

‘� ey will be performing 
ritual dances and using 
instruments from their 
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Colourful masks and robes of monks from the Tashi Lhunpo Monastery.

YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER



� e Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 10 October 2019 LEISURE  31

Fri 11 Oct  Innellan Village Hall 7.30pm
comar.co.uk

Mon 14 Oct  Three Villages Hall, Arrochar 7.30pm
Book at hall / 01301 702 669

Tue 15 Oct   Strachur Memorial Hall 7.30pm
comar.co.uk

Wed 16 Oct   Wed 16 Oct   Aros Centre, Skye 7.30pm
01478 613750 / aroscommunitytheatre.co.uk

Thu 17 Oct   Resolis Mem. Hall 8pm
01381 610 204 / dpgilbert4@gmail.com

Fri 18 Oct   Victory Hall, Benderloch 7.30pm
Book on the door / comar.co.uk

a Mull Theatre production

a play by Matt Hartley

Directed by Allie Winton Butler,
featuring Louise Haggerty & Mary Gapinski

Here I Belong

Tashi Lhunpo Monastery monks are on a 
sell-out UK tour – including Luing where 
tickets are still available.

See the monks from Tashi Lhunpo 
Monastery perform on Luing on 
October 14.

tantric orchestra,’ said 
Michael.

Custom had it that when 
former lamas and Buddhist 
masters died their bodies 
would be le�  on mountain 
tops for vultures to pick 
their � esh – the monks 
would then collect the bones 
to make instruments with.

� e monks’ rich over-
tones of chanting will 
include prayers for peace 
involving elaborate hand 

movements, asking for 
protection and blessings.

‘� ey have been touring 
for the past 20 years, since 
they � rst came. � ey come 
to the UK about every 18 
months and always get 
a warm reception. � ey 
have played at the likes of 
Glastonbury and the Royal 

Opera House but they also 
try to reach out to smaller 
communities and more in-
timate spaces,’ said Michael.

� e UK tour is organised 
by a charity set up to support 
the monastery and there 
will be a narrator on the 
night to put all the prayers 
and dancing into context.

� e monks’ new album 
Calm Abiding has just 
received a glowing four-star 
review in Songlines mag-
azine and it has also had a 
slot on BBC Radio 3’s Music 
Planet. 

Founded by the � rst Dalai 
Lama in 1447 in Shigatse, 
Central Tibet, the monks’ 
Tashi Lhunpo Monastery 
was famous for its scholar-
ship in Mahayana philoso-
phy and the Tantric tradi-

tion of Tibetan Buddhism.
In 1959, the Chinese 

occupation of Tibet resulted 
in the destruction of many 
of the monastery’s precious 
scriptures, statues and 
paintings and during the 
1960s, 20 of its elderly monks 
� ed religious persecution 
and followed the 14th Dalai 
Lama into exile by trekking 
across the Himalayas.

In 1972 the monastery was 
re-established in Bylakuppe, 
South India when the 
elderly monks rebuilt their 
monastery by hand, break-
ing rocks for building stones 
and mixing the cement by 
hand.

To book tickets, £8 for 
adults and £6 for children, 
call the Atlantic Islands 
Centre on 01852 314096.

Thursday 10 October 2019



2-night stay at the Royal Hotel or  
 Ugadale Hotel & Cottages From just  

£162* pp

incredible golf
luxurious accommodations

live music

delicious Beer

machtoberfest

is back 1-31 st october

*Hotel stay and golf rounds subject to availability. Rates include VAT and £3 nightly resort fee, and are based on four people sharing 
a two-bedroom cottage or two people sharing a hotel room.  †Vouchers are non-transferable, have no cash value, and must be used 
during your stay. Offer valid 1 October - 31 October 2019. 

• Daily cooked breakfasts
• £20† food & drink voucher per 

person at any of our pubs or  
restaurants! 

• Unlimited Golf at Mach Dunes
• Discounted Golf at Machrihanish 

Golf Club

reservations@machdunes.com
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

� e Royal National Mòd 
begins in Glasgow tomorrow, 
Friday 11, for the � rst time in 
29 years. Below is my guide to 
what’s on. All that remains to 
be said is: see you all on the 
other side!

Murchadh aig a’ 
Mhòd / Murdo at 
the Mòd
In partnership with Glasgow 
Mòd 2019, Ceòl is Craic pre-
sents ‘Murdo @ � e Mòd’.

I am informed this will be 
'an evening of music, chat and 
laughter celebrating the con-
tributions to Gaelic culture 
of a triumvirate of famous 
Murdos!' I admit I had to 
reach for the dictionary for 
the word 'triumvirate' and, 
at � rst, I was far from certain 
whether I should be search-
ing in my English or Gaelic 
dictionary!

Margaret MacLeod of Na 
h-Òganaich fame will sing 
the songs and share her 
reminiscences of the ‘Melbost 
Bard’, Murdo Macfarlane.

Actor/writer Iain Macrae 
will perform extracts from 
Iain Crichton Smith’s 
‘Murdo’ tales.

� e evening will be helmed 
by Lewis performance poet, 
Murdo L. � is takes place at 
6pm on � ursday October 
17 in the Exhibition Hall of 
the Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall and admission is free of 
charge.

Islay Inn
Friday 11: Crooked Reel
Saturday 12: � e Raggaels

Friday 18: Mooki
Saturday 19: J Clark 5

Park Bar
Monday 14: Robert Nairn and 
Friends
Tuesday 15: Robert Nairn and 
Friends
Wednesday 16: Trail West
� ursday 17: Beinn Lee and 
Gunna Sound
Friday 18: Gunna Sound and 
Deoch n Dorus

What’s on at the 
Children’s Mòd
Saturday October 12, 11am 
and 2pm: Children’s fun 
and games at Glasgow 
Green Football Centre with 
athletics, yoga, netball, 
shinty, and football. Free.
Saturday October 12, 10am 

and 2pm: Family foraging 
walk in Pollok Country 
Park. Free.
Sunday October 13, 3pm: 
Family Welcome Session 
at Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall. Free.
Monday October 14 - 
Thursday October 17, 
11am: Clann ’s Cluich - fun 
activities for young people 
aged five to 12 years at the 
Royal Concert Hall. Free.
Monday October 14 - 
Thursday October 17, 
10.30am: Gaelic Bookbug in 
the Royal Concert Hall.
Monday October 14, 6.30pm 
- 8pm: Family Cèilidh in 
the Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall (free)
Tuesday October 
15, 6.30pm-8.30pm: 
Competitor’s Dance, Royal 
Concert Hall. Free.

Murdo at the Mòd is one of many unique events being 
held as part of Mòd Ghlaschu 2019.

October Holidays
What's On This Week

FRIDAY 11TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 12:15/14:45
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 12:30/14:45
Asterix: The Secret of the Magic Potion | PG 17:00
Downton Abbey | PG 17:15
IT: Chapter 2 | 15 19:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:00
SATURDAY 12TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U - Autism Friendly Screening - No ADs 10:15
Asterix: The Secret of the Magic Potion | PG 11:30
Abominable | U 12:15/14:45
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 13:45
Downton Abbey | PG 17:15
IT: Chapter 2 | 15 18:30
Ad Astra |12A 20:00
SUNDAY 13TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 12:15/14:45
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 12:30/14:45
Asterix: The Secret of the Magic Potion | PG 17:00
Downton Abbey | PG 17:15
IT: Chapter 2 | 15 19:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:00

KIDS CLUB RELAXED SCREENING HOH SILVER SCREEN
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
AT £3 A TICKET

EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
AT £3 A TICKET

WEEKLY SCREENINGS FOR AUTISM, SPECTRUM
OR OTHER. LIGHTS DIMMED, AND SOFTER VOLUME.

ENGLISH SUBTITLES & AUDIO DESCRIBED
FOR THE HARD OF HEARING

Please be advised, all films and showtimes are subject to change/availability with little
or no notice. Booking is always recommended to avoid disappointment.
Please check www.bbfc.co.uk for more information about film certificates.

WWW.OBANPHOEN IX .COM | 0163 1 5 6 2 9 0 5
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | SCOT T I SH CHAR I T Y NO . SC042 4 0 7

MONDAY 14TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 12:15/14:45
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 12:30/14:45
Asterix: The Secret of the Magic Potion | PG 17:00
Downton Abbey | PG 17:15
IT: Chapter 2 | 15 19:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:00
TUESDAY 15TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 12:15 /14:45
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 12:30/14:45
Asterix: The Secret of the Magic Potion | PG 17:00
Downton Abbey | PG 17:15
IT: Chapter 2 | 15 19:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:00
WEDNESDAY 16TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 12:15 /14:45
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 12:30/14:45
Asterix: The Secret of the Magic Potion | PG 17:00
Downton Abbey | PG 17:15
IT: Chapter 2 | 15 19:15
Ad Astra |12A 20:00
THURSDAY 17TH OCTOBER
Abominable | U 11:30/14:00
The Angry Birds Movie 2 | U 12:15
Of Fish & Foe | 12A 14:30
Ad Astra |12A 16:15
Asterix: The Secret of the Magic Potion | PG 16:30
Downton Abbey | PG 18:45
NT Live: A Midsummer Night's Dream | 12A 19:00

MESSAGESby Oban Phoenix
Have a special message for someone?
Why not celebrate your loved one with a message
on screen before the film!
Contact us at cinema@obanphoenix.com for more information
Birthday | Anniversary | Announcements | Messages of all kinds

SHOWING FROM
FRIDAY 18TH

THURSDAY 17TH
ONE NIGHT ONLY

FRIDAY 18TH
ONE NIGHT ONLY

And the Gaelic Book 
of the Year goes to...
� e Donald Meek Award 
2019 for the Gaelic Book of 
the Year has been presented 
to the writer John Urquhart 
for Turas (Journey), his debut 
collection of poetry.

� e presentation took place 
at a ceremony at the National 
Piping Centre in Glasgow 
on � ursday September 26. 
� is is the � rst time that the 
foremost prize for Gaelic 
writing has been awarded to a 
collection of original unpub-
lished poetry.

Additional funding from 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig has allowed 
the competition to broaden 
in recent years, and two other 
authors were also awarded 
prizes.

Well-known poet Myles 

Campbell was in second place 
with Gràs, a collection of re-
ligious poems to be launched 
by Handsel Press at the Royal 
National Mòd in Glasgow 
this month, while Morag Ann 
MacNeil was awarded third 
prize for her children’s story, 
Artair sa Chaisteal.

Alison Lang, Director of the 
Gaelic Books Council, said: 
‘It gives us great pleasure to 
be able to recognise the tal-
ents of the writers who have 
received this year’s awards, 
and we are grateful to our 
funders and to all those who 
support the Gaelic Books 
Council. Congratulations to 
John, Myles and Morag Ann; 
we look forward to seeing 
their books in print.’

Following the award, John 
Urquhart said: ‘Without a 
doubt, this is the greatest 
honour of my life as a writer. 
I am delighted and especially 
thankful to the judges for 
such recognition for my 
book, Turas – a poetic look 
at my life experiences, along 
with a few thoughts on 
the twists and turns of the 
world.’

� e Donald Meek Award 
was established in 2010 by 
the Gaelic Books Council, in 
collaboration with Creative 
Scotland, with a view to 
encouraging new and 
established Gaelic writers. 
� is year’s entries included 
poetry, children’s � ction and 
academic research.
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 10 AN An Dàmhair 
THURSDAY 10th October
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.30   Speaking our Language (rpt)
19:55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20:00 An La - News
20.30 An Lot S3 (rpt)
21.00 Gaidhlig Obair Dheathain ( Aberdeen, 
Gaelic & the Gaels) (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Na Millenni-Gaels 
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail
23.20 Dhan Uisge
23.30 Mach a Seo (rpt)

DIHAOINE 11 AN An Dàmhair
FRIDAY 11th October 
17.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là - News
19.25 ÙR/NEW: SPFL Challenge Cup – 
Stenhousemuir v Waterford
21:35     Tannadice’87 (rpt)
20.00 Co-Sheirm (rpt)
22:35 Grace Harte (rpt)
23:30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo S6 (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 12 An Dàmhair
SATURDAY 12th October

16.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming 
17.45 An Là – News 
18.00    Mallachd an Fhir-Rabaide/Wallace & 
Gromit in the curse of the Were-Rabbit (rpt)
19:20 Ceol bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
19:30 Alba:1979 (rpt) 
20:00 Machair (rpt)
20:25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20:30 Fuine S6 (rpt)
21.00 Seirm (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Nochd 

22:45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights) 
(rpt)
23:00 Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail (rpt)
23:50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)
00:00 Manran aig Barrowland (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 13 An Dàmhair
SUNDAY 13th  October
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18.15 An Là - News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Siubhal nan Salm (rpt)
19:55 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Lot S3 (rpt)
20.30 Gaisgich Oga an Darna Cogaidh (rpt)
20.55 Binneas - Na Trads – The Shee (rpt)
21.00 Sar Sgeoil: Macbeth (rpt)
22.00 Seirm (rpt)
23.00 Grace Harte (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DILUAIN 14 An Dàmhair 
MONDAY 14th October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  Innsean an Iar - Hebrides (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt) 
 
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là - News
20.30  ÙR/NEW: Vets: Gach Creutair Beo S6
21.00 ÙR/NEW: Bannan  
21.30  Fionnlagh (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Mod na Cloinne 
23.30  Na Milleni-Gaels (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 15 An Dàmhair
TUESDAY 15th October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Gaisgich na Stoirme (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)

19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30  ÙR/NEW: Gaisgich Òga an Dàrna 
Cogaidh 
20.55  Binneas – Na Trads – (Phil & Aly) (rpt)
21.00  ÙR/NEW: Sar Sgeoil: Consider the Lilies 
22.00  ÙR/NEW:  MOD 2019: Mod na Cloinne 
23:30 Siubhal nan Salm (rpt)

DICIADAIN 16 An Dàmhair
WEDNESDAY 16th October
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  ÙR/NEW: Fuine 
19.30  ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir a' 
Chomuinn Ghaidhealaich (Part 1)
21:00  An Là – News
21:10 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir a' 
Chomuinn Ghaidhealaich (Part 2) 
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Nochd 
22.45 Mach a Seo (rpt)
23:15 Bannan (rpt)
23:45  Belladrum – cridhe Tartan (Highlights) 
(rpt)

DIARDAOIN 17 AN An Dàmhair
THURSDAY 17th October
13 :30 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019 : La Mor nan 
Coisirean Duthchail 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00   Gaisgich na Stoirme/ Storm Heroes (rpt)
19:30 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir an 
t-Seann Nois (Part 1)
21:00 An La - News
21.10 ÙR/NEW: MOD 2019: Buinn Oir an 
t-Seann Nois (Part 1)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail 
22.50 Dhan Uisge(rpt)
23.00 Grace Harte (rpt) 
23:50  Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (highlights) 
(rpt)
23.30 Mach a Seo (rpt)

� e sub-title of this book is ‘spoken recollec-
tions of home life, employment and 1939-45 
war service’.

It is the latest in an impressive series of oral 
histories by Ian MacDougall.

It chronicles the experiences of 19 women, 
born between 1918 and 1926, who joined the 
ATS, WAAF, WRNS and the Timber Corps 
during the Second World War.

� eir unique stories make for fascinating 
reading. Many in Argyll will have known the 
redoubtable Margaret Harris, née Campbell, 
from Taynuilt, who died in 2014.

She gained a commission in the WRNS and 
eventually sailed as a cipher operator on the 
requisitioned liner Ile de France to New York. 
She probably speaks for the other women 
when she said that ‘these years were the cen-
tral experience of my life’.

Like Margaret, all faced the subsequent 
challenges and tribulations of post-war life 
and their stories tell much about the history of 
Scotland in these years.

� e stories describe the trauma of near-death 
wartime experiences, the loss of close friends 
and the excitement o� ered by new challenges.

� e lives described in the book also repre-
sent a valuable contribution to the history of 

work, education, housing and family life in a 
changing Scotland.

Ian MacDougall has done a splendid job in 
making such stories readable for everyone as 
if they had been written by family members 
which, of course, all the women ultimately 
were.

Review: Voices of 
Scotswomen in 
Peace and War
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN

THURSDAY 10TH OCTOBER
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9:30am, 11:30am, 3:00pm, 5:00pm & 
7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10:00am - 12:00pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 11TH OCTOBER
Mid-day Matters - Mindfulness
Oban Library. 12:00pm - 1:30pm
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall
1:00pm - 4:00pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Tartan Paint. Open till 2:00am
SATURDAY 12TH OCTOBER
Ganavan Parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban. 9:30am
Mid-day Matters - Mindfulness
Oban Library. 12:00pm - 1:30pm

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

Community Cafe
Salvation Army Hall
12:00pm – 2:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Jono. Open till 2:00am
SUNDAY 13TH OCTOBER
Morning Service - Refreshments 
follow
Salvation Army Hall
11:00am – 12:00pm
Hill Walk
Ballachulish. 12:00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 14TH OCTOBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, Lochgilphead
5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Drumming and Music Making
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion
6:30pm - 7:30pm
Martyn's Monday Club Mens
New Hope Kitchen 
7:00pm - 9:00pm

TUESDAY 15TH OCTOBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Carers Co� ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am - 12:00pm
AA Open Session
Salvation Army Hall
12:00pm – 2:00pm
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen. 2:00pm
A1 Anon
Salvation Army Hall
7:00pm – 9:00pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen 
7:00pm - 9:00pm
WEDNESDAY 16TH OCTOBER
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Hope Kitchen Beach Clean
Slip opposite Sta� ord Street
10:30am - 12:00pm
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10:30am - 3:30pm

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Lochgilphead  Thu 10 - Sat 12 Oct
Coll   Mon 14 - Tue 15 Oct
Tiree   Wed 16 - Thu 17 Oct

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

The Lion King (PG) 118 mins   10/10 at 5.30pm, 12/10 at 
2pm, 15/10 at 2pm, 17/10 at 2pm
Downton Abbey (PG) 122 mins   10/10 at 8.30pm, 11/10 
at 5.30pm, 14/10 at 8.30pm, 17/10 at 8.30pm
Once Upon a Time... in Hollywood (18) 161 mins 
11/10 at 8.30pm, 15/10 at 8.30pm, 16/10 at 8.30pm
Films We Love: Scheme Birds (£5/£3) (15+) 88 mins
A compassionate and soulful documentary. 12/10 at 5.30pm
Blinded by the Light (12A) 117 mins 
A coming-of-age tale featuring the music of Bruce Springsteen. 
12/10 at 8.30pm, 15/10 at 5.30pm, 17/10 at 5.30pm
Yesterday (12A) 117 mins 
Yesterday, everyone knew The Beatles. Today, only Jack 
remembers their songs. 14/10 at 5.30pm
Eating Up Easter (8+) 75 mins
Stunning documentary about life on Easter Island. 16/10 at 5.30pm
Before Yesterday there will be a free photo presentation of work by Paul 
Glazier, produced in collaboration with Streetlevel Photography, Glasgow.

Island 
cookery  
hints whet  
appetite 
for book festival
Culinary connoisseur Sue Lawrence will be 
adding her own � avour to the veritable feast of 
litary indulgences at Tobermory Book Festival 
later this month.

Sue’s new book A Taste of Scotland’s Islands 
takes the reader on a tour around the most 
scenic landscapes while selecting the best of 
the food that the islands have to o� er, and 
suggesting delicious recipes to help everyone 
enjoy them.

� is celebration of the landscape and his-
tory of the Scottish islands is illustrated with 
photographs of some of the most beautiful 
scenery in the world and with mouth-watering 
pictures of the islands’ best cooking.

‘One of my best selling cookbooks (I also 
write � ction) was a Cook’s Tour of Scotland 
and so I wanted to concentrate on our stun-
ningly beautiful islands in this one,’ said Sue.

‘Island produce is incomparable.’
Sue’s passion for the islands comes out loud 

and clear through the chapters of this book as 
she hints at some of the inspirations within 
the pages.

‘I have a wonderful Mull haggis bastilla from 
Jeanette Cutlack. And Mull cheese recipes. 
And Mull beef,’ she said.

‘Some of the best honey anywhere is found 
on Colonsay. I make it into a delicious yet so 
easy ice cream.

‘A young couple (names in book) from 
Tiree have a wonderful set up at the harbour 
there. Selling fabulous lobster and local beef 
baguettes.

‘Luing baking is amazing. A local co-opera-
tive of island bakers supply the shop and cafe. 
� eir lemon oats bars are amazing!

‘Islay has exquisite seafood. I had hand-
dived scallops last night for dinner in fact. 
And Emma Goudie’s Islay whisky fruit cake is 
superb, as is the Ardbeg smoked � sh chowder.’

One of Scotland’s best known cookery writ-
ers, Sue’s marvellous food is coupled with her 
infectious enthusiasm which shines through 

in her wonderful stories. Sue Lawrence’s 
Lunch at the Gallery (Saturday October 26, 
from noon to 1.30pm), in collaboration with 
Tobermory Fish Company, also showcases 
Mull’s outstanding produce.

� e 2019 Tobermory Book Festival, West 
Over Sea, takes place from � ursday October 
24 to Sunday October 27.  A full programme of 
events is shown on the festival website www.
comar.co.uk

Tickets for the events are available from 
Comar, the Tobermory and Mull Arts Centre, 
by following the link on the website to the 
Comar Box O�  ce or phoning 01688 302211.

Sue Lawrence, a Scottish Masterchef 
winner and cookery and food writer. 
Photograph: Sally Anderson.

WHAT’S ON 
THURSDAY 10TH OCTOBER
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9:30am, 11:30am, 3:00pm, 5:00pm & 
7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Oban Men’s Shed
Salvation Army Hall
9:00am - 12:00pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10:00am - 12:00pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen. 12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 

In partnership with Oban Town Diary 

hints whet  

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
Kilmartin Glen and 

World Heritage Site status
Find out what the community thinks about 
Kilmartin Glen becoming a World Heritage 
Site and what this could mean to the area. 
Sunday 20th October – Drop in 3-6pm 

Glassary, Kilmartin & Ford Parish Church Hall
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
13.00 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Across

1 Cocktail food (6)

4 Wide, calf length trousers (6)

9 Alfafa (7)

10 Sucker (5)

11 Free from dirt (5)

12 Tolerant (7)

13 First type of train (5,6)

18 Italian pasta (7)

20 Surface decoration (5)

22 Shoot (5)

23 Died out (7)

24 Property (6)

25 Spanning structure (6)

Down

1 Cotyton cloth (6)

2 Mother-of-pearl (5)

3 Biting fish (7)

5 Wing it (2-3)

6 Arrow sign (7)

7 Waiting for an answer (2,4)

8 Clearly outlined (4-7)

14 Greek café (7)

15 Sparkle (7)

16 Rubber (6)

17 Shade of dark green with a blueish tint (6)

19 Should (5)

21 As a school jotter paper is (5)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Refugee children with author Alan Windram at the 2019 Wigtown Book Festival. Photograph: 

Colin Hattersley

An Oban-based author was 
joined by a group of refugee 
children at Wigtown Book 
Festival recently for a reading 
of his picture book One 
Button Benny, which has 
been translated into Arabic.

Alan read to the children 
in English, which was trans-
lated by an interpreter, with 
images from the Arabic 
translation of the book 
shown on screen.

� e children and their 
mothers – who were visiting 
the festival from their new 
homes in Glasgow –  are from 
all over the world including 
Syria, Libya, Iraq, Nigeria, 
India, Ghana, Pakistan, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Cameroon and 
Egypt.

� ey were brought to the 
festival by the Open Book 
charity as part of its work 
to use literature as a way of 
helping new Scots discover 
more about the country and 
its culture.

Alan said: ‘It was such a 
privilege to be able to take 

Starting a new chapter

Male mental health in the 
spotlight at Oban Phoenix

part in the event with a 
translator and to share my 
book One Button Benny 
with children and parents 

from so many Arab speaking 
countries.

‘Wigtown Book Festival 
and Open Book Reading are 

doing an amazing job bring-
ing books and literature to 
so many diverse groups and 
people of di� erent cultures.’

Male mental health will 
take centre stage at Oban 
Phoenix Cinema on October 
28 with the screening of the 
� lm CONNECT.

CONNECT is the direc-
torial debut of Marilyn 
Edmond and follows the sto-
ry of Brian (Kevin Guthrie), 
a young man battling with 
his mental health.

� e story of Connect is 
born from a dark place but 
is ultimately a love story, 
helped along by humour and 
a refreshing authenticity.

Kevin Guthrie, previously 
seen in Fantastic Beasts: 
� e Crimes of Grindlewold, 
gives a breathtaking per-
formance as Brian, a lonely 
insecure young man who 
is struggling with anxiety 
and inner demons. Like a 
heartbreaking amount of 
men today, Brian decides 
to take his own life. While 
standing on a cli�  edge in 
the darkness, about to meet 
his end, Brian is grabbed 
by a stranger: Je�  (Stephen 
McCole), a man who o� ers 

to be his friend.
Moments of optimism 

clash with dark despair in 
this strikingly � lmed tale 
shot in North Berwick. 
Suicide among young men 
is a major issue in the UK 
today. Connect is an ambi-
tious attempt to confront 
the issue in a heartfelt 
drama.

� is captivating and 
a� ecting story promises to 
stay with viewers in the days 
and weeks a� er they leave 
the cinema.

� e � lm premiered at 
Glasgow Film Festival in 
February and will have its 
International Premiere at 
Orlando Film Festival in 
October.

As well as the � lm’s screen-
ing in Oban on October 28, 
there will also be a question 
and answer session with 
the � lm’s director Marilyn 
Edmond a� er the � lm has 
been shown.

Tickets available www.
obanphoenix.com/movie/
connect

Kevin Guthrie gives a breathtaking performance as Brian, a lonely, insecure young man who is struggling with 
anxiety and inner demons in CONNECT.
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range 
in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full 
details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk

†Important Information. Business users only. Rental amounts shown are for an Isuzu D-Max Yukon Double Cab Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, 
excluding special paint finish. Excess mileage charge 10.4p + VAT at 20%. Contract based on 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained. Vehicle must be returned in a good 
condition to avoid further charges. Provided by Lex Autolease Ltd trading as Isuzu Contract Hire, Heathside Park, Heathside Park Road, Stockport SK3 0RB. Available at 
participating dealers only. Excludes motability and fleet sales, not available in conjunction with any other o¥ers or with BASC, NGO or NFU member discounts. Available 
until 30.09.2019. Finance options available at participating dealers, subject to status. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 miles/5 year (whichever 
comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE
23 MONTHLY RENTALS OF £199.00 +VAT. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE OF 10.4p +VAT PER MILE 
AND RETURN CONDITIONS APPLY. VAT PAYABLE AT 20%. PROVIDED BY ISUZU CONTRACT HIRE.

INITIAL RENTAL 
£1,791.00 +VAT

ISUZU D-MAX YUKON DOUBLE CAB FROM ONLY

£199 †

PER 
MONTH 
+ VAT

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX YUKON
AVAILABLE ON TWO YEAR BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE

TWO MISS
TWO GOOD

Yukon Model pictured (inc. optional special paint finish) from £212.89 a month +VAT plus Initial Rental in advance of £1,916.01 +VAT.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

Buyers from all over Europe 
will be heading to Oban this 
weekend for the Highland 
Cattle Society’s autumn show 
and sale.

Organisers are looking 
forward to welcoming 
another large entry of high 
quality Highland Cattle to 
this season’s 122nd annual 
show across all classes, with a 
strong commercial o� ering in 
the unhaltered section.

Breeders from all over the 
country and further a� eld 
will be descending on Oban, 
others will come from nearer, 
including Duncan Buchanan 
whose family has reared 
Highland cattle at Shenavallie 
farm near Benderloch for 
three generations and longer 
than that elsewhere on the 
Lochnell Estate.

Unfortunately Mr Buchanan 
had to withdraw his entry for 
this year’s show a� er his heifer  
injured herself on a rope but 
he will still be taking two 
calves for another breeder.

‘It’s one of the year’s high-
lights for Highland breeders. 

I’m still looking forward to 
going,’ he said.

As well as exhibitors and 
buyers, members of the 
public are invited to go along 
to Oban Livestock Centre 
to experience it. On Sunday 
October 13 the show starts at 
10am, with the sale starting 
at the same time on Monday 

October 14. Duncan Handley 
will be the event’s judge and 
Jimmy Laing will be chief 
steward.

Trophies and prizes will be 
presented to winners at the so-
ciety’s dinner at Oban’s Royal 
Hotel on the Sunday evening.

World record sales for 
top-class Highlanders at the 

peak of interest sat at 20,000 
guineas in the 1900s.

Popularity is increasing once 
again due to the Highlanders 
being the hardiest of all the 
British beef breed. Being in-
stinctive foragers and having 
long productive lives makes 
big savings on replacement 
costs which appeals to buyers.

United Auctions, Oban Sale, Tuesday 
October 1: The annual show and sale of 
suckled calves took place at Oban Livestock 
Centre -  759 head was sold. Bullocks sold to 
average £546.57 or 202.5 pence per kilo (- 
£16 per head or -17.3 pence per kilo).  Heifers 
levelled out at £490.72 per head or 188.6 
pence per kilo (+ £17.70 per head and - 1.5 
pence per kilo). Mr Anderson, Nether Falla, 
Peebles judged the various show classes and 
his awards were as follows:  Bullock Calf: 1 
and reserve Overall D MacDonald, Tyree.  2 
M/s Troughton, Ardachy. 3 Mr Buchanan, 
Shenavallie.  Heifer Calf: 1 and Overall 
Champion M/s Campbell, Achnacree Beag. 
2 Miss Campbell, Achnacree Beag. 3 Mr 
MacCormick, Balnagown.
PRINCIPAL LOTS and PRICES - TOP PRICE 
PER HEAD:
BULLOCKS:
AAx: £1005(2) – Ash� eld Farm: £1,000 and 
£940(5) – Craignaich: £870(2) – Kilbride 
(Balvicar).
BSx: £745 and £700(2) – Iochdar.
BRBx: £940 – Fiart.
CHARx: £705 and £665 – Shenavallie.
LIMx: £960 – Barcaldine HF: £935 (3) – 
Ardachy: £910 – Baligarve: £900 – Tyree: 
£900 and £890 – Achnaba: £880 – North 
Ardnaclach.
LUING: £655 (10), £620 (10) – Ardlarach.
SIMx: £640(4) – Scammadale: £640(2) 
– Strongorm : £620(4) – Scammadale: 
£600(5) – Ardencaple.
HEIFERS:
AAx: £545 – Poltalloch.
BSx: £565 – Poltalloch.
CHARx: £590 – Shenavallie.
LIMx: £970 – Achnacree Beag: £950 
– Balnagow : £925 – Achnacree Beag: 
£900 – Ardachy: £900 – Tyree.
SHx: £775 – Iochdar.
SIMx: £620 – Kilbride (Balvicar).
BG: £660 – Ash� eld.
TOP PRICES PER KILO:
BULLOCKS:
AAx: 286p(8), 258p(9) & 234p(6) 
– Poltalloch: 233p(9) – Rhulios 
(Barra): 226p(3) – Kinlochlaich: 225p(9) 
– Poltalloch: 225p(6) – Rhulios: 221p(5) & 
220p – Kilbride (Balvicar).
BSx: 225p – Glenamachrie: 222p – 10 Caolis 
(Vatersay).
BRBx: 216p – Shenavallie.
CHARx: 246p, 233p, 231p, 223p & 221p(2) 
– Shenavallie.
LIMx: 301p (3) – Strongorm: 276p(2) 
– Poltalloch: 270p (2) – Strongorm: 262p – 
Pennygown: 260p and 253p(4) – Poltalloch: 
253p – Aird Farm: 251p(2) – Kengharair: 

250p(2) – Iochda : 243p(2) – Pennygown: 
238p (3) – Ardach : 236p – Pennygown 
: 236p(2) – Scoor: 236p – Strongorm: 
236p – Tyree.
LUING: 215p(2) – Clachan (Kilninver).
SALx: 236p(2) – Scoor.
SIMx: 244p(7) – Kilbride (Balvicar): 243p(5) 
– Ardencaple: 236p(6) – Strongorm: 233p(4) 
– Scammadale: 233p(5) – Strongorm: 
231p(2) – Pennygown.
SHx: 191p – 3 Vatersay.
HEIFERS:
AAx: 213p – Poltalloch: 193p(2) – 5 
Vatersay.
BSx: 222p – Poltalloch.
CHARx: 223p(2) and 217p – Shenavallie.
LIMx: 253p(2) - Pennygown : 251p – 
Ardachy: 241p – Achnacree Beag : 234p(4) 
– Achnaba: 230p – Tyree: 226p – Achnacree 
Beag: 226p – Achnaba.
SALx: 219p(2) – Scoor.
SIMx: 233p(2) and 224p(2) – Kilbride 
(Balvicar).

United Auctions, Dalmally Sale, 
Saturday October 5: Sale of 1,304 lambs 
and sheep at Dalmally Auction Mart recently 
when lambs averaged £35.14 per head or 
129.5 pence per kilo. A small show of mixed 
quality sheep sold in keeping with recent 
rates and to a good ringside of buyers.
PRINCIPAL LOTS and PRICES:
LAMBS:
SUFFx: £52.00 – Boorach Beg.
CHEV: £40.00 – Kingairloch Estate: £40.00 
– Couston Farm.
CROSS: £48.00 – Ardchonnel Farm: £45.00 
– High Balantyre arm: £43.00 – Brenchoille 
Farm.
BF: £45.00 – Ederline Estate: £45.00 
– Sonachan Farm: £42.00 – Dunloskin 
Farm: £42.00 – Achnaba Farm: £41.50 – 
Achnacone Farm.
GIMMERS:
BF: £75.00 – Feorline.
CORRECT EWES:
CHEV: £53.00, £52.00, £50.00 and £47.00 – 
Rhynachulaig.
CAST EWES:
TEXx: £58.00 – Silvercraigs.
CROSS: £49.00 – Garrogie Estates.
BF: £55.00 – Tullochcan: £53.00 – Crunachy 
: £50.00 – High Balantyre.
TOP PRICES PER KILO:
LAMBS:
SUFFx: 142p – Boorach Beg.
CHEV: 132p – Kingairloch Estate.
CROSS: 136p – Brenchoille : 135p – 
Dunolliebeg : 134p – High Balantyre.
BF: 170p – Ederline Estate.

Around the markets The Highlanders 
head for Oban

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Duncan Buchanan is a third generation Highland Cattle breeder at Shenavallie Farm near 
Tralee and he will be at this weekend’s show and sale. 
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

The Campbeltown Courier has an 
opportunity for a bright, passionate 
and hungry reporter to join our 
busy team.
The person we are looking for will ideally 
have passed their NCTJ Prelims, including 
shorthand, be multi-media literate, and unafraid 
of hard work.

They will be bursting with ideas on where to 
look for stories, understand the importance 
of fostering great contacts and knowing their 
patch, and be capable of working on their own 
initiative as well as part of a team.

They should also hold a full driving licence. 
As well as writing for the newspaper, they will 
be expected to take occasional pictures on 
the job, as well as contribute to our social 
media channels. In return for all this we offer 
a competitive salary, great experience and 
training, as well as an enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your 
CV, plus a covering letter and some 
examples of your work to Susan Windram: 
swindram@obantimes.co.uk

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 
Senior Carer - £10.05 - £10.67 per hour

Care assistant – from £9.00 per hour
Cook - £11.36 per hour

Housekeeping staff - £8.21 per hour
Full and part-time permanent positions. Good pay 

and conditions. Experience not essential as training 
will be given. Paid breaks and pension scheme.

Salary increases under review.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

We have a rare and exciting opportunity for 
the right person to join our team in a senior 
sales management role.
Based in Oban, the succesful candidate will report directly to our MD 
and will be expected to lead our experienced  sales team to achieve 
realistic revenue targets both in print and online. They will also be 
expected to use their sales experience to deliver their own individual 
revenue target.

You will be working with highly recognisable  and trusted brands 
including the Oban Times, Scotlands second highest selling weekly 
newspaper. 

The right person for the job will have considerable sales experience, 
ideally within a media or digital background. They will have a 
track record of delivering results both from a personal and team 
perspective. They will be confident, articulate and target driven and 
above all they will be able to motivate and inspire their team.

In return, we offer an excellent salary, company car (you will require 
a full driving licence) and the chance to work in one of the most 
beautiful locations in Scotland.

If this sounds like you and you are up for the challenge 
send your CV and current salary to Nicky Murphy, 
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk.

Advertising Sales Manager

Accounts Assistant
Full-time

We require an individual with a pleasant and 
professional manner experienced in accounts 
preparation to join our accounts production 

department.   The role would involve full 
preparation of accounts for a varied portfolio 
of clients.  It is anticipated that the successful 

candidate will experienced in a similar role.  Being 
qualifi ed or part qualifi ed as AAT, ACCA, CA or 

similar would be advantageous. Salary offered will 
depend on level of experience and qualifi cations.

Please send CV and a covering letter by 28 
October 2019 to:  The Staff Partner at

Albany Chambers,  Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AL 
or by e mail to mail@simmers.co.uk

www.simmers.co.uk

MARINE HATCHERY TECHNICIAN
Otter Ferry Seafish Ltd is Scotland’s leading 
cleanerfish hatchery producing juvenile ballan 
wrasse, lumpfish and halibut. Situated on the 
shores of Loch Fyne the company has been 
operating sustainably for the last 50 years. 

We are looking for bright enthusiastic people 
to join our dedicated vibrant team in the busy 
and expanding marine hatchery. There will be 
opportunity to experience all aspects of the marine 
hatchery.

This is a fascinating opportunity to start or further 
develop a career in aquaculture to a senior level 
whilst achieving further personal development. 
An attractive remuneration package in line with 
experience is available.

The successful candidate is likely to be practical, 
meticulous and enjoy working as part of a 
small team.

Applications in writing with CV
C.hempleman@otterferry.com

Full time/Part time Care Assistants 
Required - £9.00 per hour

Full time/Part time Senior Care Assistants 
Required - £9.50 - £10.50 per hour

For more information or an application pack 
please contact Megan MacLeod on 

01631 720278 or admin@etivehousecare.com

SKY ENGINEER FOR CONTRACT 
WORK IN LOCHABER AREA.

£60k potential turnover.

Please send a Disclosure Scotland certificate 
and a C.V. to:

McLeod Television Limited
Unit 2 McLeod Building

Lochavaullin Industrial Estate
Oban, PA34 4PL

Tel: 01631 564310 or email 
office@mcleodtv.co.uk

PMG Engineering Services are looking for a 
full time workshop supervisor for 

Campbeltown depot.

PMG Engineering Services is a rapidly growing 
successful local company currently supplying 
skilled tradesmen, parts and servicing to the 
local area, Mid Argyll and the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

Must have a minimum qualification level 3 
on plant machinery. Very competitive wage, 
company vehicle and fuel provided. 

Hourly rate dependent on experience.

Please send all CVs to Peter Macgregor 
info@pmg-services.com
Tel : 07766513585

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes Oban Taxis
Taxi Drivers and Owner 
Drivers wanted for busy 

taxi firm
Day or Night Shift
Tel: 01631 564888
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Openreach is the UK’s digital network business. We look after the network 
that connects thousands of homes and businesses across the Highlands, on 
behalf of hundreds of communications providers like Sky, TalkTalk, Vodafone 
and BT. It’s our mission to build the best possible network and it’s never been 
a more exciting time to work here. 

Our Area Managers lead, empower and motivate a team of engineers to be 
their best. The role is varied. You could be out on the road helping your team 
one day, and translating data into better ways of doing things the next. Your 
previous experience could therefore be in a range of different industries, even 
if it is outside of telecoms. You will need experience in a similar management 
role and a full driving license.

We offer an inclusive working culture where people from all backgrounds can 
succeed. You’ll work for a company that’s proud to be building a digital future 
for local communities.  

If you’re up to the challenge, please apply via the Openreach Careers website: 
openreach.com/careers/area-manager-roles

Closing date: 1st November 2019.

Area Managers
Main Location: Oban
£40-50k with great benefits
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JOINERS 
We require Joiners to join our busy teams 
across Argyll & The Isles. Positions are Full 
Time and available for immediate start.  Posts 
also suitable to Sub-Contractors.  

Please send CV/info to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 
01546 602989 for further information.

Travis Perkins Oban is recruiting!

Administrator / Stock controller
Multi-skilled office based position 

Competitive Market Leading Salary inc Benefits 
and Bonus. Full Time Position - Monday to Friday 
07.30-17.00 + 26 Saturday’s 08.00-12.00

Internal Telesales Representative
Competitive Market Leading Salary inc Benefits 
and Bonus. Full Time Position - Monday to Friday 
07.30 -17.00 + 26 Saturday’s 08.00-12.00
Join us and realise your potential with a 
company built on great people with the very 
best brands and products.

If you wish to apply please email your CV 
to kirstin.black@travisperkins.co.uk or 

alternatively give us a call on 01631 564224 
for more information.

Water Treatment Operator
An exciting opportunity has arisen within Scottish Water 
for a Part Time Water Treatment Operator to join our 
team in South Skye & Lochalsh area.

Working at Scottish Water
Scottish Water is one of the UKs leading water 
companies, the quality of drinking water and satisfaction 
with the service we provide our customers has never 
been higher – but we want to be even better – and you 
could help play an important part!
We take employee engagement very seriously and have 
an inclusive and collaborative work environment where 
we respect people’s differences. In 2016 we won the 
award for “Best Workplace of the Year” at the Hr 
NETWORK Awards, which recognised the enthusiasm, 
commitment and pride of our employees in working for 
Scottish Water.
You will be entitled to a host of benefits which include 
holiday entitlement, a defined benefit pension scheme, 
discounted healthcare plus a variety of flexible working 
arrangements and family-friendly policies.

Main Purpose of Role
To monitor and maintain water treatment works and 
pumping stations to ensure the quality of water and 
working within all regulatory and legislative requirements 
within the geographical area. Successful candidate will be 
based in South Skye & Lochalsh area.
Please visit our website https://www.scottishwater.co.uk/
careers for more details and to apply for this role.

RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENTRECRUITMENT
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Reference Number

19/04179/FUL

19/04278/FUL

19/04250/TPNO

19/04154/FUL

19/04197/FUL

19/04232/FUL

19/04230/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at  http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal.   

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Siting of two camping pods

Change of use from agriculture building to 
house

Installation of 12m high streetworks pole and 
ancillary development

Conversion of garage to form self-contained 
residential unit and erection of garage

Revised penstock routing, permanent 2,5m 
wide quad bike track and revised buried 
grid cable

Erection of agricultural/commercial building

Erection of replacement garage with self-
contained residential unit above

Alderwood
Upper Inverroy, Roy Bridge

Land 55M SE Of Heron Bay
Fort William

Land At Roy Bridge Memorial Hall
Roy Bridge

Tigh An T Saoir, Rob Roy Road
Kinlochmore, Kinlochleven

Land 7035M SE Of Birch View
Auchindarroch
Duror

Land 70M NW Of Druimbeg Lodge
Acharacle

Tarmachan
Kinlocheil, Fort William

Appointment of the

Chair
of the Board of David MacBrayne Limited

Two/Three year appointment from 1 January 2020

Scottish Ministers are looking to appoint a new Chair to the Board of David 
MacBrayne Limited (DML).

With over 160 years’ experience, DML is one of Scotland’s longest continually 
running businesses, and one of Scotland’s largest logistics companies. It employs 
around 1500 people with an annual turnover of approximately £200 million. 
The current largest subsidiary company is CalMac Ferries Limited (CFL) which is 
the UK’s largest ferry operator in terms of ships and destinations served and one 
of the largest transport operators in Scotland.

While some knowledge and experience of the sector would be benefi cial, the 
candidate does not need to come from a maritime background. It is as likely that 
they will have worked in an outsourced or major services/contracting 
background and will have experience of operating across the private and 
public sector. 

An application pack and full details on this and other public appointments can 
be found at www.appointed-for-scotland.org/

The closing date for receipt of applications is 25 October 2019.

Scottish Ministers particularly welcome applicants who come from groups 
currently under-represented on Scotland’s public bodies, such as women, 
disabled people, ethnic minorities and people aged under 50. Please do complete 
our monitoring form when you apply as this helps us to ensure that the 
appointments process is accessible to everyone. 

Appointed on merit; committed to diversity and equality

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to 
Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
your Local Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/02001/PP Demolition of former British Red Cross 

buildings, erection of dwellinghouse and 
formation of vehicular access

Store Dunaros (Former British Red Cross 
Buildings), Salen, Isle Of Mull, Argyll And 
Bute 

19/01964/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse and 
garage

Land West Of Laggan Cottage, 
Stronmilchan, Dalmally, Argyll And Bute 

19/01995/PP Removal of existing extension and alterations 
and extension to form self contained unit

Riviera, Corran Esplanade, Oban, Argyll 
And Bute, PA34 5PS

19/01495/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
septic tank and formation of vehicular access

Land Approx 147M South East Of Lodge 
Farm, Kirkapol, Isle Of Tiree, Argyll And 
Bute 

19/01971/PP Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 35 metre high lattice tower 
and associated works

Land West Of Barnaline Lodge, Barnaline 
Forest, Dalavich, Argyll And Bute

19/01894/PP Revised grid connection route and substation 
position for Allt Eilidh Hydro scheme planning 
permission reference 19/00061/PP

Land North Of Elleric House, Fasnacloich, 
Appin, Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council 
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can 
be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Site Services / Recycling 
Operative - Glensanda Quarry
This is an exciting opportunity to join the leading global construction 
materials and solutions company – LafargeHolcim / Aggregate 
Industries. You will work at Glensanda quarry on the west coast of 
Scotland. Glensanda is a dynamic fast-paced environment where no 
two days are the same. It is operational 24 hours a day and is the 
largest granite quarry in Europe. 
As a member of the Site Services team, you will be expected and 
encouraged to work to the very highest safety standards. Coordinating 
the daily activities of the site’s recycling yard and maintaining records 
of waste transfer will form a large part of your day-to-day duties. You will 
also be involved in other site services projects and duties as required.
This is a day shift position; the shift pattern is as follows: Monday to 
Friday for the first week, Monday to Thursday for the second week (5/2, 
4/3) then repeat.
We are looking for a highly motivated well organised individual who 
possesses good IT and communication skills. It would be desirable if 
you have had previous experience of an industrial environment and safe 
working practices.  Holding a HGV licence would also be advantageous 
due to the transportation aspect of this role, a full UK driving licence is 
necessary for this position. 
 If successful in your application, you will enjoy a competitive salary and 
stakeholders pension package with employer’s contribution. You will 
also enjoy the attractive shift pattern with 30 days holiday per annum. A 
high standard of accommodation is available free of charge should you 
meet the criteria. Other benefits include an extensive employees UK 
wide discount scheme and childcare voucher scheme.

To apply for this position please email a copy of your CV and a 
covering letter to: Alastair Anderson, Engineering Manager – 
quoting REF: 2019SS  
Email: alastair.anderson@aggregate.com
Closing date 08/11/19

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

NM MacLean
1 Ballymeanach, 
Kilchoman
98903
0.064 ha
Reason – Proposed new 
development
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk 

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

CREATE A NEW CROFT 
DECISION ISSUED

Application by A Barge 
has been Approved.
Cnoc an Corrach Mor, 
Case 98441  

Any person with an 
interest in the application 
may appeal against the 
decision to the Scottish 
Land Court within 42 
days from the date of this 
advert.

RECRUITMENT
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Tel: 01369 706206/07765 035271

ABILIZE KONDOR CABIN SCOOTER

£4500 OVNO

All weather, all terrain mobility scooter unused, in 
brand new condition. Manufacturer’s plastic seat 
covering still in place. The durable cover is rust and 
water-proof, with removable side panels to keep the 
air � owing on sunnier days. USB port dashboard as 
well as controls for the cabin’s windscreen wipers 
and heater. Pneumatic tyres, full lighting kit, 
high-low speed switch and electro-mechanical 
brakes.  This 8mph scooter delivers up to 27 miles 
of uninterrupted travel with a maximum load of 
31st 7lbs.  
Delivery from Dunoon to anywhere in Argyll 
included in sale price. 

Telephone: 01838 400269

FIAT PANDA, 2011
Petrol, 
MOT May 2020, 
60,500 miles

£2200



NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection 
all types of of 4x4 vehicles double cab and single 
cabs pickups shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 
Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux discovery 

any vehicle considered old or new any condition 
running or not high miles rotten chassis over 

heating top price paid without any hassle we also 
buy motorhomes touring caravans and commercial 

vans and trucks.

Telephone: 07708 741103

2014 VAUXHALL CORSA VXR
1.6 turbo, petrol, 
1 owner from new
31,330 miles 
Full service history 
(all Vauxhall stamps) 
New tyres, discs & pads all round
MOT valid until 9/9/2020 
No advisories last MOT 
2 keys 
Well looked after car

£7000 £32.80DRIVETIMES 
NOW ONLY

Tel: 
01631 568000

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the 
age or condition we can make a cash o� er. Young or 

old, all makes and models, engine problems, farm used, 
accident damaged, mot failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, 
FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

The Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 10 October 2019 MOTORS  43

Tel 07546 
788945

WANTED
All types of 

4x4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, 

Mitsubishi, Kia 
, Ford etc and 

all 4x4 pickups. 
Older models 

and non runners/
MOT failures etc 
considered. Will 

collect.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravansand motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

Tel: 07759 054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, 

other models also considered.

Phone evening 01631 770647 or 0778 6684891

BOAT, TRAILER AND ENGINE

£2100 
NO VAT
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover 
Toyota, Nissan etc... We also buy 

MOT failures and accident damage 
vehicles. Anything considered.

WANTED
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www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

in partnership with

 T: 01782 255000 w: thehanley.co.uk

Self-build
Mortgage
Experts SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL   ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTY

Fort William High Street - 
Retail/Offi ce space to let

Flexible retail & offi ce space on 
High Street with shop frontage up to 

500 Sq Feet
Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

Flexible offi ce space to let – Oban
Shortly Available   2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc

Lease direct from Landlord
Close to amenities

Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

� ousands of renters and � rst-time buyers 
across Scotland are going without key furni-
ture items for weeks or months a� er moving 
in, according to a new British Heart Founda-
tion (BHF) survey. 

� e survey of more than 2,000 � rst time 
buyers and renters found that over half (54 per 
cent) of people in Scotland didn’t have enough 
money, or didn’t have enough set aside, to 
properly furnish their new home when they 
moved in. Nearly a quarter (24 per cent) wait 
weeks or months before getting key furniture 
items they need to live comfortably.

As a result, roughly four in 10 living in Scot-
land (43 per cent) would describe the quality 
of their homeware and furniture as average 
or poor. Furthermore, over one in � ve (21 per 
cent) � rst time buyers and renters say that the 
interior look of their homes and the condition 
of their furniture and homewares has a nega-
tive impact on their wellbeing. 

Allison Swaine-Hughes, retail director at 
the BHF, said: ‘� ese survey � ndings show 
that creating a comfortable home on a modest 
budget can be di�  cult for � rst time buyers and 
renters faced with the cost of large deposits, 
mortgage and rental payments.’

� e survey has been released as part of the 
BHF’s Reuse Revolution campaign, which is 
encouraging Scots to shop, upcycle and donate 

second hand furniture. It says that millions 
more people – including � rst-time buyers and 
renters – could be bene� ting from the unique, 
high-quality and a� ordable items that are 
available second hand.

While a shi�  in shopping habits is afoot 
– two in � ve � rst time buyers and renters sur-
veyed (40 per cent) have bought second hand 
furniture and homewares and similarly, nearly 
a third (29 per cent) have taken advantage of 
second hand sites like eBay and Gumtree there 
are still thousands of � rst time buyers and 
renters in the UK overlooking the opportunity 
to � nd good quality, unique and a� ordable 
furniture through sources like charity shops 
or via online resell outlets.

Allison continues: ‘We’ve seen increasing 
numbers of people visiting our shops for 
high quality, affordable furniture and 
homeware to give their first home a unique 
look, often with a lick of paint or small ad-
aptation. This trend is preventing thousands 
of tonnes of items ending up in landfill, and 
filling homes with unique, often vintage 
looking furniture. 

‘This month we are asking the public to 
join the Reuse Revolution and shop, upcycle 
or donate their second hand furniture while 
helping to raise funds for life-saving heart 
research.’

First time buyers and renters in 
Scotland go months without furniture 
when moving into a new property

BICYCLES
HUFFY SLIDER BIKE 8YRS+ - 
Ex. Condition. Always kept 
indoors. Black and green. 
Suitable for 8yrs+. Bought 
for £235, £85.00 Telephone 
07951 025003
MINI ROCKER BMX BIKE - 
Green and black, Ex condi-
tion. Always kept indoors. 
Bought from skate hut for 
£200, £85.00 Telephone 
07951 025003

BUILDING / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS - for older houses, or-
nate Victorian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes and col-
our, £40.00 Telephone 01631 
564578

CAR ACCESSORIES
FIVE ALLOY WHEELS - to � t 
Vauxhall Corsa/VW Polo, 
used, good tyres, four stud. 
Non-matching spare, £80.00 
Telephone 07456 434363 or 
01586 301240

CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES
HANDED KNITTED HARRIS 

WOOL SOCKS - £5.00 per 
pair postage extra. Mrs C A 
MacKay, 17 Achmore, Isle of 
Lewis, HS2 9DU.

COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES
SAMSUNG GALAXY GEAR VR 
2017 - Like new. Upgraded 
phones no longer compati-
ble with ours. Phones com-
patible with are Samsung s8/ 
s8+/ s7 / s7 edge, note 5, s6, 
s6 edge, s6 edge +., £35.00 
Telephone 07951 025002

FURNITURE
SINGLE PINE BED AND 
MATTRESS - In very good 
condition, £60.00 Telephone 
01631 570607
TWO G-PLAN MALVERN 
2 SEATER SOFAS - Cherry 
Fabric, In Very Good con-
dition, £200.00 Telephone 
01397 702028
CONSERVATORY CHAIRS - 
Two highbacked cushion/
cane conservatory chairs in 
good condition. For £20 do-
nation to Cancer Research. 
Taynuilt. Can email photos. 
Telephone 01866 822349

SINGLE BED - £40.00 
Telephone 01631566001
HEADBOARD - for single bed, 
£20.00 Telephone 01631 
566001
BEDSIDE TABLE - £15.00 
Telephone 01631 566001
SONY HIFI SYSTEM - £40.00 
Telephone 0163 1566001
CHAIR - £40.00 Telephone 
01631 566001

GARDEN
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
- cast iron and decorative, 
for working use or colourful 
garden feature, various siz-
es from £90.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE HAND PLOUGH - 
restored and painted green 
and red. Will make a � ne 
garden feature. Can de-
liver £80.00 Telephone 
01631564578
VINTAGE CART WHEELS - and 
smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display 
items, £30.00 Telephone 
01631564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS - 
in various sizes and styles, 
make lovely garden plant-



ers. Prices from £40.00 
Telephone 01631564578

HEALTH AND 
FITNESS
 EXERCISE BIKE - Records time, 
speed, distance, calories. 
Hardly used. As new. White.
With full instructions. 
Coopers sell for £59.99 - will 
accept, £29.00 Telephone 
01546 886305

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
- white, blue and pink col-
ours in stock, available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print 
Telephone 01586554975

MARINE
MARINE PLY FLOORBOARDS 
- Marine ply � oorboards to 
� t AVON Redshank dinghy. 
Could be adjusted to � r sim-
ilar dinghies. For £20 do-
nation to Cancer Research. 
Taynuilt. Can email photos, 
Telephone 01866 822349

MISCELLANEOUS
TROUSER PRESS - Never been 
used, £55.00 Telephone 
01631570607

MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT
WINTER MOTORCYCLE 
GLOVES - Richa Carbon 
Waterproof Motorcycle 
Gloves Black. Mixed Leather/
Fabric. Size Medium. Worn 
twice. As new condition, 
£20.00 Telephone 01546 
602839

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS
ACCORDIONS FOR SALE - 
3 row button box, choice 
o�  2 , both black, item 1 is 
33 buttons 72 bass approx 
8years old - item 2 34 but-
tons 60 bass - approx 2 years 
old - both clean and un-
marked only played as hob-
by, Telephone 078035 84537

OUTDOOR SPORTING 
EQUIPMENT
CHILDS RIGHT HANDED 
GOLF CLUBS - Ex. Condition. 

Right handed clubs set. 
5-8 years. Comes with blue 
bag, driver, putter 7&9 iron. 
Practice balls & tiger head-
cover £30.00 Telephone 
07951025003

PHOTOGRAPHY
FRAMED OBAN FIREWORKS 
PRINT 8"×8" print framed in 
black square frame 12"×12". 
Photograph commended in 
Scotland landscape of the 
year 2019. Graham Kirkham. 
Ideal present. 3 available. 
£35.00 Telephone 07951 
025003

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY
THANK YOU CARDS - 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print 
Telephone 01586 554975
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
- market your business ef-
fectively with professional-
ly designed lea� ets, posters 
and � yers from Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586554975

TOYS AND GAMES
ANKI OVERDRIVE RACING 
CAR SET - Complete in box, 
starter kit. Only played with 
a handful of times. Track 
and cars all like new con-
dition, £30.00 Telephone 
07951025003

WANTED
CAREFUL DRIVER" - Seeking 
careful driver to drive my 
car from Oban to Glasgow 
Airport to pick up friends 
and family occasionally. 
Please email your particulars 
and money required to wat-
sonjohn@hotmail.com

RURAL LAND 
WANTED

To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804

� e Oban Times
Thursday 10 October 2019 CLASSIFIEDS  47

MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

secure document 
& data destruction

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

REMOVAL & STORAGE

OBAN BLINDS

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

Private sales free listings for items under £100 FRENCH LESSONS

FRENCH LESSONS
French tutor ( PVG checked), available to 

help students, adults or retirees to improve 
their French. 

For more information, contact: 
Ollie Debroas - 

07951 022776 
debroasolivier@gmail.com
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CHARITY DONATIONS

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

BIRTHS
STEWART - MUNRO - Faye 
and Jamie are delighted to an-
nounce the birth of their son 
David MacLean on September 
22, 2019. � ird grandchild 
for Allan and Kay Stewart, 
Taynuilt and also for Ewen 
and the late Joyce Munro.

DEATHS
ARTHUR - John. Greenaton 
Farm, Lanarkshire (formerly 
of Lagnaha Farm, Duror). 
Peacefully on September 
22, 2019 at Kello Hospital, 
Biggar. Much loved husband, 
father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather.
MACINTYRE - Ian Malcolm 
Grant, 17th Chie� ain 
of Camus-na-h-Erie on 
September 26, in his 80th 
year, beloved long term com-
panion of Anne, Countess of 
Dunmore, loving and adored 
father of Duncan, Annabelle 
and Abby,  sorely missed by 
Katie, Rebecca and their fam-
ilies and by his grandchildren; 
Skye, Rosie, Zara, Poppy, Lily, 
Jack, Kitty, Lulu and Florrie. 
� anksgiving Service to be 
held at the Canongate Kirk, 
Edinburgh on Wednesday, 
October 16 at 2pm. All wel-
come, family � owers only.
MACLAREN - Iain Ferguson 
MacLaren FRCSEd FRCS. 
Died peacefully on October 
3, 2019, aged 92 with his wife, 
Fiona and children, Catriona 
and Patrick beside him. He 
was deeply loved by each of 
them, by his grandchildren, 
Calum, Elizabeth, Jamie and 
Tommy and by his many 
friends. � ere will be a private 
cremation with a service of 
thanksgiving to follow at 
11am on October 12, 2019 
at May� eld Parish Church, 
Edinburgh to which all are 
invited. No � owers please.

MILLER - On September 27, 
2019, John McFarlane Miller, 
aged 87, passed away a� er a 
short illness at the Belford 
Hospital, Fort William. Much 
loved husband to Patricia, 
father to Gillian, Wendy and 
Jamie and loving Papa to 
Bekah, Leila and Jack. Funeral 
on Tuesday, October 15, ser-
vice in St John’s Kirk, Perth at 
11.00am committal therea� er 
in Wellshill Cemetery, cortege 
arriving Jean� eld Road Gate, 
to which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited. � ere 
will be a retiring collection 
taken at the church for the 
RNLI should you wish to 
contribute.
POWELL - Jevan Brooke 
passed away peacefully on 
September 30, 2019 at home 
surrounded by family aged 77 
years.  Much loved dad, broth-
er, grandpa, great-grandpa 
and friend to all. He will be 
dearly missed and remain 
in our hearts forever. Jevan’s 
funeral will take place at 
Lincoln Crematorium on 
Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 
10.30am, all welcome. Family 
� owers only, donations 
welcome to Marie Curie 
Nurses and St. Barnabas at 
Home c/o Jonathan Whiting 
Independent Funeral 
Directors, 1-5 Queen St. 
Lincoln, LN5 8LB. 01522 
589942.
REID - Suddenly but peace-
fully at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital on Sunday, October 
6, 2019 in her 87th year, 
Frances Reid (née Yeoman). 
Surrounded by the love 
of her family. Much loved 
mum, mum-in-law, grannie, 
great-grannie and auntie. 
Very sorely missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BROWN - � e family of the 
late Jim Brown would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy, 
phone calls, visits, � owers 
and cards received following 
their sad loss. Special thanks 
to Doctors and Nursing Sta�  
of Glenaray Ward, Collette 

Morgan and her team, for 
all their care, attention and 
support given to Jim, both at 
home and hospital, during 
his illness.   � e kindness 
and compassion shown to all 
was greatly appreciated. Our 
thanks to Margaret Sinclair 
for a comforting and personal 
service, to Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for e�  cient 
and caring arrangements; and 
to the Atlantic Island Centre 
on Luing for catering. Our 
thanks to all who attended 
at church and made the trip 
to Luing to pay their respects 
at the graveside.   � e retiral 
collection raised over £800 for 
Macmillan Nurses & Glenaray 
Ward. 
FERGUSON - � e family 
of the late Sandra Ferguson 
would like to thank all rela-
tives, friends and neighbours 
for all their kindness and help 
through this di�  cult time, 
we would like to thank John 
and his sta�  for the profes-
sional and friendly way they 
conducted their business .We 
would also like to thank Brian 
Tregaskis from the Belford 
Hospital and Dr Joe Tangney 
and their teams for looking 
a� er Sandra over the last 18 
years when she was � rst diag-
nosed with Lupus. We would 
also like to thank Rev Richard 
Baxter for his guidance and 
the way he conducted a special 
service, we as a family found 
it so comforting. Sandy will 
never be forgotten she will 
always be in our thoughts and 
she will be remembered for her 
humour, kindness thought-
fulness to others, a perfect 
mother and wonderful wife. 
MILLER - Patricia (Tricia) 
would like to thank her family, 
friends and neighbours for 
all their kindness, words of 
support, gi� s and cards a� er 
the passing of John.  Special 
thanks to the nurses in Ward 
1 at the Belford Hospital for 
their unfailing care to John 
and to Dr John Wallace for 
his house calls which John 
appreciated.  Also to Lynn for 
her continual support through 
John’s illness. 

WHITEFIELD - � e family 
of the late John White� eld 
would like to sincerely thank 
all relatives, friends and neigh-
bours for the many kind words 
and expressions of sympathy, 
cards, � owers, phone calls and 
visits received following their 
recent sad loss of John. Special 
thanks to every member of 
sta�  at Ardfenaig Residential 
Home, to the home care team, 
Dr Strain, Dr Phillips and 
sta�  from the Mid Argyll 
Hospital for the exceptional 
care throughout recent times. 
Our thanks are also extended 
to Graham McLean for a 
most personal and upli� ing 
service. Grateful thanks to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their support 
and caring arrangements. 
Finally, our heartfelt thanks 
to all who attended the church 
and graveside, from near 
and far, to pay their respects. 
� e retiral collection in aid 
of Alzheimer Scotland and 
Ardfenaig Residential Home 
Comfort Fund raised £385.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Ewen, the Auctioneer, our 
father, father-in-law, papa and 
brother who died on October 
10, 2016.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Isabel, Linda, Ewen, Elaine, 
Alice, Archie and Donald.
CRAIG - John (Jack), died 
October 10, 1993.
Not a day goes by
Without a thought or tear
And a constant wish
� at you were here.
- Irene, Carole, Neil, Allan, 
Graham and Alison.
GOODBRAND - In loving 
memory of Campbell, a loving 
partner, stepdad and papa, 
who died on October 14, 2017.
Always in our thoughts. 
Forever in our hearts.
- Ann and family.
KERR - George Mitchell 
passed away October 7, 2018.
In loving memory of our dear 
son and brother.
We miss you dearly every day.
- Love Mum, Dad, Billy, 
Debbie, Andrina and all the 
family.

MACKAY - In loving memo-
ry of Donald my dear husband 
and our beloved father, father-
in-law, grandpa and great 
grandpa, who passed away 
October 5, 2010.
Dearly loved and sorely 
missed.
- Norah and family.
MACKAY - In loving mem-
ory of Marjory, died October 
14, 2014.
Forever in our hearts.
- Donald and Gordon.
STEELE - In loving memory 
of a special Mum, Margaret, 
who died October 8, 2000.
Always in our hearts. 
- With love, Alan and Diane.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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THOUGHT  FOR THE WEEK

Luxury interiors... Scotland’s top 
artisans... Scottish Field’s own 

shooting suit... F1 superstar David 
Coulthard... Angus Macfadyen... 

Ten things to do before you die...

SPECIAL 
LUXURY 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Biggest 
issue ever 
Over 380 

pages!

� e Parable of the 
Sower is o� en told 
at harvest time, 
using a visual 
image of sowing 
actual seeds to 
make a point about 
people’s lives.

Anyone giving in to 
despondency about the state 
of the world or the state of 
the church may have their 
eyes � xed on the path, or on 
the stony ground, or on the 
rampant thorns. � ere are 
plenty of all of them.

But there’s also a harvest 
growing and plenty more 
good soil for the seed to 
spread to.

People do want something 
more than what the world 
seems to o� er. � ey need the 
right seed.

� ink of people working in 
the most terrible situations 
– whether facing famine, 
or trying to provide clean 
water, or working for peace 
in war-torn countries, or 
working with people in 
terrible circumstances close 
to home.

� ey’re all sowing the 
seed, not in obviously 
receptive places but where 

it’s needed. It may 
not be referred 
to as the word of 
God. Some may 
speci� cally say 

it’s not that. But 
any time someone is 

doing the right thing, 
and bringing genuine love 
and hope, that is of God.

� is isn’t about trying to 
claim actions as Christian 
when people might avoid 
that label, but to identify 
with what Jesus was telling 
people.

� ink of the Parable 
of Sheep and Goats in 
Matthew’s Gospel. � ose 
who didn’t realise they’d 
been helping Jesus had 
nevertheless been doing so. 
� ose who were sure they 
had never neglected to help 
him had missed the point.

Being Christian isn’t about 
not being some other faith 
or no faith, and it’s more 
than believing in God and 
Jesus – it’s about loving our 
neighbours as ourselves.

� at is worth emphasising 
in the current political and 
environmental climate.

Reverend Liz Gibson, 
Isle of Mull

Mike Shucksmith of 
Sleat Community Trust, 
Morven Smith, head of 
SSE Renewables’ com-
munity investment, and 
Martin MacGillivray of Sleat 
Community Trust.

� e fourth round of SSE 
Renewables Sustainable 
Development Fund has been 
o�  cially launched this week, 
writes Martin Laing.

� e £1 million fund is 
open to non-pro� t making 
organisations, community 
groups and charities across 
the region and will be focus-
sing on projects that boost 
resilient communities.

Successful projects will 
have the potential to deliver 
transformational social, eco-
nomic and environmental 
changes in their area and 
support long-term commu-
nity development.

To celebrate the launch 
of the £1 million fund and 
showcase the bene� ts these 
awards can bring, the launch 
event was held at Sleat 
Community Trust’s new 
Hub. � e trust is a former 
recipient of funding.

Morven Smith, head of 
SSE Renewables’ community 
investment, said: ‘It’s great to 
be here at Sleat’s Community 
Hub to launch the fourth 

round of the Sustainable 
Development Fund and see 
just what our funds can help 
communities achieve.

‘We’re very proud of 
the work the Sustainable 
Development Fund has 
already achieved in the 
Highlands and Islands and 
look forward to working 
more with these commu-
nities to help develop and 
deliver projects that can 
bring a real di� erence to the 
community, just like Sleat’s 
Community shop.’

Funding
� e last round of funding 

provided more than £1.2 mil-
lion to 18 projects, including 
the Sleat Community Trust, 
which received £80,000 to 
contribute to the develop-
ment a new community hub 
for the area.

� e new, � t-for-purpose 
community shop houses 
an integral post o�  ce as 
well as a petrol station and 
brings food, fuel and access 
to postal services to the Sleat 
community. 

In addition, the new build-
ing houses o�  ces for the 
Sleat Community Trust, al-
lowing it to turn its old o�  ce 
space back into a� ordable 
housing.

Mike Shucksmith, Sleat 
Community Trust, said: 
‘Sleat Community Trust is 
pleased to announce that it 
is moving forward with its 
redevelopment project at 
Armadale. � e Sustainable 
Development Fund has 
provided the trust with both 
revenue and capital funds 
making it a � exible grant 
award.’

� e deadline for applica-
tions to be received is January 
15, 2020. Fund guidelines 
and an application form can 
be downloaded from www.
sse.com/sustainable devel-
opment fund. 

� e funds are expected to 
be heavily oversubscribed 
so investment-ready projects 
are encouraged to enter into 
this round of funding with 
the next round expected to 
open in autumn 2021.

£1M fund 
launched for 
Highlands 
and Islands
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Red and blacks keep the pressure on 
league leaders 

Oban Camanachd’s Gary McKerracher and Garry Lord put Inveraray’s 
Allan MacDonald under pressure. Photo: Stephen Lawson

Fixtures
Saturday October 12
Mowi Premieship
Lovat v Oban Camanachd   
Andy MacLean 
Kyles Athletic v Newtonmore  
Graham Cameron 
Kilmallie v Kingussie   
Archie Ritchie 

Mowi North Division One
Kinlochshiel v Caberfeidh
Ronnie Campbell 
Aberdeen Uni v Newtonmore  
Calum Girvan 
Inverness v Fort William
John Angus Gillies 
Kingussie v Lovat
Ewan MacDonald

Mowi South Division One 
Ballachulish v Lochside Rovers  
Graham Fisher

Oban Camanachd’s Scott MacMillan �res home his team’s third goal 
against Inveraray during the Mowi Premiership match at Moss�eld. 
Photograph: Kevin Mcglynn

Mowi Premiership
Oban Camanachd 3
Inveraray 1
Oban Camanachd beat Inveraray 
3-1 at Moss�eld; a result which 
relegates the Winterton side. 

Oban Camanachd manager 
Stephen Sloss was again without 
the injured Willie Neilson and 
Aidan MacIntyre whilst Malcolm 
Clark was unavailable and Daniel 
Cameron started a two-match 
suspension triggered by his booking 
in the Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup �nal. Scott MacMillan re-
turned from his two-game ban and 
he joined Daniel Sloss in mid�eld 
with Gary McKerracher and Craig 
Easton starting in defence. 

Inveraray duo Lewis Montgomery 
and Hamish MacLellan were 
suspended whilst Craig Taylor, 
Campbell Watt, Kenny Kirkhope 
and player/manager Ruaraidh 
Graham made up their bench.

Oban Camanachd could have gone 
in front within the opening couple 
of minutes when Andrew MacCuish 
surged forward but Inveraray keeper 
Scott MacLachlan made a good stop. 
�e ball fell kindly for make-shi� 
forward Chrissie MacMillan, out-
side the D, but his e�ort was prob-
ably struck too cleanly and the ball 
rattled o� the face of the keeper’s le� 
post. 

Visiting goalie Scott MacLachlan 
was certainly on form and he denied 
Daniel MacCuish, Daniel MacVicar 
and Andrew MacCuish before play 
switched to the other end and it was 
Inveraray who took the lead on 24 
minutes when John Kennedy played 
the ball between the penalty spot 
and the D where Allan MacDonald 
let the ball run across his body 
before turning and blasting home; 
giving Cameron Sutherland in the 
Oban goal no chance. 

�ere were harsh words in the 
Oban Camanachd dressing room 
at half-time and a revamp saw 

Keith MacMillan replace Gary 
McKerracher whilst the forward line 
switched to a three-one formation 
with Andrew MacCuish on the D. 

�e switches paid dividends as 
the home side drew level just four 
minutes into the second half when 
Daniel MacCuish ran forward and 
Daniel MacVicar volleyed the ball 
into the net to make it 1-1. 

�e red and blacks took the 
lead on 58 minutes when Andrew 
MacCuish’s turn and shot �ew past 
the keeper. 

Just a couple of minutes later, 
Andrew MacCuish turned provider 
as he found Scott MacMillan, who 
�nished with a low drive from the 
le� although his e�ort may have 
taken a slight de�ection. 

Two of the game’s best young 
goalkeepers were on show and 
Inveraray’s Scott MacLachlan 
saved his side from a bigger defeat 
although Oban Camanachd did 
have to rely on Cameron Sutherland, 
who made good saves near the end 
from Garry MacPherson and Allan 
MacDonald. 

�e Oban side also introduced 
youngsters Ross Campbell and Blair 
MacFarlane for Craig Easton and 
Scott MacMillan and the win means 
they and Kyles are the only side, 
other than championship favourites 
Kingussie, in the title race as the 
season moves into the closing stages. 

Speaking a�er the match, Oban 
Camanachd assistant manager 
Kenny Wotherspoon said: ‘We were 
a bit lacklustre in the �rst half but we 
sorted a few things out at half-time 
and deserved the win on our second 
half performance.

‘Other than Kingussie, ourselves 
and Kyles are the only other teams 
that can still win the league at this 
stage in the season but we have to 
be realistic, and you have to say 
that Kingussie, with the games they 
have remaining, are in a very strong 
position.

‘We will look to keep the momen-

tum going at Lovat this Saturday but 
the team selection will again have an 
eye towards next season.’

Kingussie 3 
Kinlochshiel 0
Kingussie moved closer to a �rst 
Mowi Premiership title success since 
2009 when they beat Kinlochshiel 
3-0 in their noon throw up at the 
Dell

Kingussie’s Kieran MacPherson 
su�ered a knock against Caberfeidh 
the previous week and he started 
on the bench so Alexander Michie 
returned to the starting line-up.

Kinlochshiel hadn’t played since 
they opened their new pitch at 
Reraig nine weeks earlier. Duncan 
Matheson missed that match but he 
returned and he was joined in the 
starting line-up by Duncan ‘WD’ 
MacRae and Andrew MacKenzie. 

Martin MacRae and Arron Jack 
made up a youthful bench as man-
ager Johnston Gill looks to give his 
youngsters more game experience 
ahead of next season. Defender 
Mark MacDonald and attacker 
Jordan Fraser were missing and 
Finlay MacRae started at right wing 
back with Conor Cormack at full 
centre.

�e Kings almost got o� to the 
perfect start when, a�er just 18 sec-
onds, Roddy Young burst through 
from a deep position, running some 
distance in possession, and he tried 
to place the ball into the net but it 
went just wide of the post. 

�ere was a moment of contro-
versy on 36 minutes when Roddy 
Young had the ball in the net but 
referee Calum Girvan ruled o�side 
a�er consulting the goal judge. It 
was a decision hotly disputed by 
Kingussie. 

However, just a couple of minutes 
later, Kingussie’s James Falconer 
broke the deadlock, punishing a 
mistake from a ’Shiel defender, and 
his daisy-cutter beat goalie Josh 
Grant.

Kingussie keeper Rory MacGregor 
had to look lively to parry a John 
MacRae e�ort and the hosts took 
their one-goal advantage into the 
break. 

Fraser Munro sent the ball low 

into the net from right of centre to 
make it 2-0 on 55 minutes following 
a good run from Roddy Young. 

’Shiel lost defender David Falconer 
through injury and unsurprisingly 
considering their lack of recent ac-
tion, they appeared to tire and they 
had to rely on keeper Josh Grant, 
who saved well on more than one 
occasion. 

Kingussie have been great expo-
nents of set-piece opportunities this 
season and they converted another 
three minutes from time when Savio 
Genini found Ruaridh Anderson, 
who scored.  

�e win means only Oban 
Camanachd can better Kingussie’s 
current points tally whilst Kyles 
Athletic can equal it. However, 
that would take a complete collapse 
from John Gibson’s side with Oban 
Camanachd and Kyles Athletic 
having no margin for error.

Matters could come to a head 
this coming Saturday with all the 
challengers in action as Kingussie 
are at Kilmallie, Kyles Athletic host 
Newtonmore and Oban Camanachd 
visit Lovat. 

Newtonmore 3 
Kyles Athletic 4
Kyles Athletic were 4-3 winners 
against Newtonmore in their noon 

throw up at the Eilan. Newtonmore 
manager Paul John MacKintosh 
welcomed Iain Richardson and 
Ewen Fraser back to the starting 
line-up but Steven MacDonald and 
Iain Robinson were still out injured. 

Duncan Gorman was given a 
start and Fraser MacKintosh, Jamie 
Robinson, Owen Fraser and David 
MacLean were their substitutes.

Kyles Athletic boss Dunky Kerr 
was without �omas Whyte but 
Paul MacArthur started against his 
former side. 

George �omson, Cairn Limbert 
and Murdo MacRae made up their 
bench.  

Kyles took the lead on seven min-
utes following a well-worked passing 
move between Ross Macrae and 
Roddy Macdonald with Macdonald 
turning his man and �ring a low 
shot inside the keeper’s right post. 

Both keepers – Kenny Ross for 
’More and John Whyte for Kyles 
– made tremendous saves. Ross 
palmed away a 25-yard Robbie 
MacLeod rocket-shot before clear-
ing and Whyte got his stick to a 
�erce Glen MacKintosh strike. 

Newtonmore drew level on 29 
minutes when Ewen Fraser’s shot 
was blocked and the ball fell to Glen 
MacKintosh, who cleverly slipped 
it to Drew MacDonald who hit a 
perfect strike through a crowded de-
fence, inside the keeper’s right post.  

Kyles scored the goal of the match 
on 33 minutes when the impressive 
Paul MacArthur played a diagonal 
ball to Robbie MacLeod and he hit 
an unstoppable 25-yard shot into the 
top corner of the net. 

Newtonmore’s Andy MacKintosh 
was booked by referee John Angus 
Gillies for a reckless dive into a chal-
lenge as the �rst half drew to a close.      

Newtonmore made changes at 
the break as Michael Russell le� 
for his sister’s wedding with David 
MacLean taking over. �en, just �ve 
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Red and blacks keep the pressure on 
league leaders 

Mowi Premiership
Teams    P        W     D       L          F         A        Pts   
1    Kingussie  16       12       3        1        48       22        27
2    Lovat   17        9        5        3        46       22        23 
3    Newtonmore  15        9        2        4        47       24        20
4    Oban Camanachd 14        9        2        3        40       20        20
5    Kyles Athletic  14        9        1        4        36       26        19
6    Kinlochshiel  16        7        2        7        38       38        16
7    Caberfeidh  17        6        0       11       49       62        12
8    Kilmallie  16        4        1       11       20       36         9
9    Inveraray  18        3        1       14       20       53         7
10  Lochaber  17        3        1       13       24       65         7

Results
Saturday October 5
Mowi Premiership
Kingussie 3 v 0 Kinlochshiel  
Newtonmore 3 v 4 Kyles Athletic 
Oban Camanachd 3 v 1 Inveraray 

Mowi National Division 
Bute 1 v 6 Glenurquhart  
Skye 1 v 3 Glasgow Mid Argyll

Mowi North Division One 
Glengarry 4 v 3 Newtonmore
Fort William 3 v 1 Caberfeidh
Glenurquhart 6 v 2 Aberdeen Uni
Kinlochshiel 1 v 2 Inverness
Kingussie 1 v 1 Skye 

Mowi South Division One
Lochside Rovers 2 v 2 Taynuilt 
Kyles Athletic 0 v 2 Ballachulish

Mowie North Division Two
Kilmallie 5 v 2 Strathspey  

minutes into the second half, Drew 
MacDonald had to be replaced with 
what looked like a thigh muscle 
problem and Owen Fraser came on. 

Newtonmore pressed the Kyles 
goal and they got their reward on 
66 minutes when, a� er several shots 
were blocked, Evan Menzies saw an 
e� ort saved by John Whyte but Glen 
MacKintosh pounced on the loose 
clearance to make it 2-2. 

Kyles regained the lead just four 
minutes later. Robbie MacLeod 
played a long pass to the le�  to Ross 
Macrae and his cross found the 
on-rushing Roddy Macdonald, who 
had lost his marker, and Macdonald 
� red past the helpless Kenny Ross in 
the home goal. 

Newtonmore had to make a 
third change as an injured Andy 
MacKintosh was replaced by Jamie 
Robinson on 71 minutes.

John Whyte pulled o�  a � ne save 
from a blistering Evan Menzies 
drive from 15 yards range before 
Kyles increased their lead on 76 
minutes. 

Some good work from Colin 
MacDonald saw him pass possession 
to Roddy Macdonald and his reverse 
ball picked out Robbie MacLeod and 
he drilled a shot, beating an unsight-
ed keeper by his post to make it 4-2. 

Ewen Fraser pulled a goal back a 
couple of minutes later when John 
Whyte saved from Evan Menzies but 
Fraser was quickly into the D to put 
the rebound into the net.  

Kyles � nished strongly and did just 
enough overall to take both points. 

Robbie MacLeod had a � ne game 
in the Kyles mid� eld alongside 
the excellent Paul MacArthur in 
what was a good, clean-fought 
match. Roddy Macdonald capped 
a man-of-the-match performance 
with two goals and a telling overall 
contribution. 

Rory Kennedy and Iain 
Richardson in defence were best for 

Newtonmore with Conor Jones very 
e� ective on the wing. 

A� er the match, Newtonmore 
manager Paul John MacKintosh 
con� rmed that he would be stand-
ing down at the end of the season 
following a trophy-laden spell in 
charge.

Mowi National 
Division
Skye Camanachd 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Glasgow Mid Argyll came from 
behind to beat Skye Camanachd 3-1 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree and take 
the division’s second promotion 
place.

Skye made the brighter start, 
taking the lead on 12 minutes 
when a loose clearance came to 
Iain Nicolson and he found Ross 
Gordon, who fed Ross MacKinnon 
and he blasted a shot home from 15 
yards to make it 1-0. 

GMA drew level just three min-
utes before the break when Jamie 
MacFadyen’s long ball was mis-
judged by the Skye back-line on the 
greasy surface and Calum McLay 
was le�  with the simplest task of 
turning the ball home. 

If Skye edged the � rst half, GMA 
had most of the second half pressure 
and Ryan Morrison saved with his 
stick from Mark Bain.

� e visitors had the chance to go in 
front from the penalty spot with just 
12 minutes remaining when, a� er 
the ball had come o�  the crossbar, 
referee Andy MacLean spotted an 
infringement inside the D. 

Craig Anderson kept his nerve as 
he bulleted the spot-hit high into the 
net. 

Andy McGhee went close before 
GMA added a third a couple of 
minutes from time when Mark Bain 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£3650

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
G Gibson, Oban
&
A Russell, Campbeltown

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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Kinlochshiel’s Conor Cormack and Kingussie’s James 
Falconer battle for the ball during last Saturday’s Mowi 
Premiership match at the Dell. Photo: Neil Paterson

The Under 17 North and South  inter-district squads. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

The North and South Under 14 squads.

found space at the edge of 
the D and he slotted the ball 
low into the net at the second 
attempt to make it 3-1.

�e teams also contested 
the George Michie Memorial 
Trophy which was presented 
to GMA skipper Jamie 
McFadyen a�er the match. 

GMA will play Bute for 
the Mod Cup this Saturday 
so their �nal match of the 
season will be at Fort William 
on Saturday October 19 in 
what will be a celebration for 
both sides as Fort William 
are presented with the Mowi 
National Division trophy 
and GMA mark a return to 
shinty’s top �ight. 

Bute 1
Glenurquhart 6
Bute and Glenurquhart both 
completed their seasons at 
the Meadows with the Glen 
running out 6-1 victors.

Mowi North 
Division 1
Glengarry 4
Newtonmore 3
Glengarry showed great 
resilience to beat champions 
Newtonmore seconds 4-3 in 
an exciting match at Craigard.

Glengarry lined up at full 
strength with danger man 
Nick Dalgety in attack. 

A youthful Newtonmore 
travelled with only 13 players 
and started the match with 
�ve players aged 16 years and 
under and two 18-year-olds. 
Calum Stewart and Cameron 
McNiven were suspended. 

Glengarry started the 
stronger and had the better 
of play over the opening 
15 minutes with the young 
Newtonmore defence under 
constant pressure and ’More 
keeper Calum Grover had 
several saves to make. 

’Garry forwards Raymond 
Robertson and Nick Dalgety 
had chances but were 
wasteful. 

�e constant pressure told 
on 18 minutes when Nick 

Dalgety scored a well-taken 
goal. 

Newtonmore came back 
into the game and, a�er some 
good build-up play, Craig 
MacLeod ri�ed a shot into the 
top corner of the net to make 
it 1-1 on 28 minutes. 

�e game was now end-to-
end with both teams having 
chances and both keepers 
– Gordon MacDonald and 
Calum Grover – making �ne 
saves. 

�e hosts had the chance to 
go back in front when referee 
Graham Cameron awarded 
them a penalty. Nick Dalgety 
stepped forward to take it 
only to see his e�ort saved 
by keeper Grover, low to his 
right. But the referee signalled 
for a retake, adjudging Grover 
was o� his line when the ball 
was hit. Dalgety struck the re-
take well enough but Grover 
was again equal to it. 

Newtonmore’s Craig 
MacLeod scored his second 
on the stroke of half-time to 
give ’More a 2-1 interval lead. 

’More took control from 
the start of the second half, 
passing up several chances to 
extend their lead.

However ’Garry came 
back into the game and Nick 
Dalgety �nished well again to 
make it 2-2 on 54 minutes. 

�e game was now �owing 
from end-to-end and Craig 
MacLeod completed his hat-
trick on 65 minutes to give 
Newtonmore the lead for the 
second time.

Glengarry had made 
changes, moving Rhuairaidh 
MacDonald up front from 
half back, and it was now all 
one way tra�c towards the 
visiting goal. 

�eir pressure paid o� when 
John MacKinnon made it 3-3 
on 81 minutes with ’More 
claiming in vain for o�side. 

Steven Cameron saw a shot 
go narrowly wide and Calum 
Grover produced save a�er 
save to keep the teams level. 

�e all-important winning 
goal came a minute from 
time when a mishit ball out 
of defence came to the feet of 

Glengarry’s Steven Cameron 
and he lo�ed the ball into the 
danger area where Raymond 
Robertson’s well-hit shot went 
low into the corner of the net 
to put his side 4-3 ahead.

Referee Graham Cameron 
blew for full-time just a�er 
with the game played in 
good spirit and, despite the 
importance of the match, 
there wasn’t a bad challenge 
or single incident the whole 
game. 

’Garry manager Ewen 
Cameron will be happy to 
have taken two points whilst 
’More boss Orsten Gardner 
will be delighted with how his 
young team played. 

�e ever-green Steven 
Cameron and the ever-dan-
gerous Nick Dalgety were the 
pick of the ’Garry players. 

However the game’s stand-
out player was Newtonmore 
keeper Calum Grover, who 
saved his side with several 
outstanding stops. 

Both teams can still win 
the league. Table-toppers 
Glengarry now lead the 
Newtonmore seconds by nine 
points but they have played 
�ve matches more. 

�ey will be concerned 
that their �nal match at 
Newtonmore is yet to be 
scheduled as ’More play 
catch-up with their remain-
ing �xtures, beginning 
with Aberdeen University’s 
visit to the Eilan this coming 
Saturday.

Fort William 3
Caberfeidh 1
�e Fort William colts go 
second in the division a�er 
beating the Caberfeidh colts 
3-0 at An Aird.

Victor Smith gave 
Strathdearn Cup winners 
Fort an opening minute lead 
and he added a second on 20 
minutes to make it 2-0 at the 
break.

Ruaridh MacLeman, who 
was free of suspension, halved 
the de�cit on the hour but 
Davie Duncan made it 3-1 on 
72 minutes.

Elsewhere in the division, 
the Kingussie reserves 
and the Skye Camanachd 
reserves drew 1-1 at the Dell, 
the Glenurquhart reserves 
defeated Aberdeen University 
6-2 in at Blairbeg and the 
Inverness �rst team beat the 
Kinlochshiel second team 2-1 
at Reraig.

Mowi South 
Division 1
Lochside Rovers 2 
Taynuilt 2
Lochside Rovers and Taynuilt 
shared the points following a 
2-2 draw at Moss�eld. 

Lochside had a number 
of absentees although Scott 
Robertson was free of 
suspension. 

Kieran Lopez played his �rst 
match since su�ering a wrist 
injury at motocross and he 

had a good game on the wing. 
Veterans Scott Buchanan and 
Gareth Evans and 13-year-old 
Daniel Pearson made up the 
Oban side’s bench.  

Taynuilt were along usual 
lines with Liam Higgins their 
main absentee.  

Lewis Buchanan gave 
Lochside the lead on 21 
minutes. 

�e ball broke to Buchanan 
20 yards out and he sent it low 
into the corner of the net. 

Billy Irving equalised on 42 
minutes. A long free-hit was 
played to the edge of the D 
and Irving turned his marker 
before sending a bouncing 
shot through the keeper’s legs 
from close range.  

Ewen MacCorquodale put 
Taynuilt ahead on 48 minutes 
when he found space 20 yards 
out on the right and he had 
time to tee the ball up before 
�ring across the keeper into 
the opposite corner of the 
goal. 

Lochside were pushing but 
not testing Brian Logan in 
the Taynuilt goal and they 
brought on Scott Buchanan 
for Innes Jackson, using 
Buchanan’s experience on the 
D. 

Gareth Evans replaced 
Kieran Pearson in defence 
with 10 minutes remaining 
with Daniel Pearson taking 
over from his cousin Evan 
MacLellan, who su�ered a 
shoulder injury, shortly a�er. 

Scott Buchanan’s introduc-
tion proved crucial with just 
three minutes remaining. 

Lewis Buchanan unleashed 
a 30-yard shot which was go-
ing wide but Scott Buchanan 
stretched forward, sticking 
out his club and de�ecting 
the ball home o� the post to 
make it 2-2. 

Son Lewis would have been 
impressed with his father’s 
improvisation if not his goal 
celebration. 

Lochside’s Louis Mac-
Farlane had a great game at 
half back.

Next up for Lochside is a 
trip to Ballachulish this com-
ing Saturday. 

Kyles Athletic 0
Ballachulish 2
An Allan Clark double either 
side of the break earned 
Ballachulish a 2-0 victory 
against the Kyles Athletic sec-
ond team at Tighnabruaich.

Clark bagged the opener on 
36 minutes to give the visitors 
a 1-0 lead at the break and 
he doubled their advantage a 
minute a�er the restart.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Kilmallie 5
Strathspey Camanachd 2
Fourth placed Kilmallie 
�nished their season strongly 
with a 5-2 victory over third 
placed Strathspey at the 
Canal Parks.

Michael Rodger grabbed 
a hat-trick with Ross 
MacKenzie and Iain 
MacIntyre getting the others.

Strathspey, who spent most 
of the season battling it out 
with Lochcarron for the title, 
countered through Zander 
Ross and Martin Hall in what 
was also their �nal match.

�e result means the Beauly 
second team �nish run-
ners-up in the league.

WCA Round Up
Munster (4-2) 14
Scotland (3-1) 10
Scotland Ladies lost 14-10 
in a close encounter with 
Munster Ladies in their 
Shinty/Camogie clash at the 
WIT Arena in Waterford on 
Saturday October 5.

�is was a �rst visit to 
Waterford for the travelling 
Scots and they took the lead in 
this 1pm throw-in with Skye’s 
Sarah Corrigall scoring.

However, a point and a goal 
from Kate O’Kee�e edged the 
Irish ahead before Scotland 
regained the lead with 
Badenoch’s Kirsty Deans 
netting.

�e match continued to 
swing from end-to-end as a 
second Kate O’Kee�e goal put 
the advantage back Munster’s 
way and they now led by a 

point. Sarah Corrigall added 
a point to now tie the contest 
at 2-1 apiece and it stayed that 
way until half-time.

A second Kirsty Deans goal 
gave the Scots a three point 
lead but the Irish found the 
net once more and we were 
level again. Rebecca Noonan 
beat the keeper to give 
Munster the advantage and 
the same player added a point 
as the hosts �nished strongly 
to take the honours 4-2 to 3-1.

Youth Shinty
North U17 5
South U17 0
North U17 beat the South 
U17 5-0 in their 2pm throw 
up at An Aird.

Skye’s Ross MacKinnon 
gave the North a 12-minute 
lead whilst club-mate Ross 
Gordon made it 2-0 on 35 
minutes. 

Ross MacKinnon got his 
second and the North’s 
third a couple of minutes 
later whilst Lochaber’s Max 
Campbell on 44 minutes 
and Newtonmore’s Sorley 
�omson on 75 minutes 
rounded o� the 5-0 win. 

North U14 5 
South U14 1
Earlier in the a�ernoon, 
North U14 retained the 
Fraser MacPhee trophy with 
a 5-1 win over South U14 in 
their noon throw up at An 
Aird. 

Kingussie’s Taighan Mac-
leod scored on 10 and 16 
minutes to give the North a 
2-0 lead.  

Oban Camanachd’s Kyle 
MacFarlane pulled a goal 
back on the half-hour mark 
but Beauly’s Calum MacIver 
was on target on 38 minutes 
to make it 3-1. 

Kinlochshiel’s Archie 
MacRae on 46 minutes and 
Beauly’s Finlay MacLennan 
on 70 minutes sealed victory.

Bute keeper Gordon Currie, 
who captained the South 
squad, made a number of 
�ne saves in the game be-
fore  North skipper Archie 
MacRae picked up the trophy.
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SPORTS AWARDS

SHOOTING

Gun club holds open shoot at Tighnabruich
Glendaruel and Colintraive Gun 
Club held the Tighnabruich Open 
Shoot on Saturday September 
28. �irty-three guns attended 
in what was unexpectedly the 
perfect weather conditions. 
 �e Tighnabruich open is 
one of the oldest shoots in the 
club’s programme and always 
attracts shooters from all around 
Scotland. �e shoot was kindly 
sponsored by Charles Dixon 
Spain of Dunans Castle. 

�e Tighnabruich Open Shoot 
consists of one line of 15 targets, 
one of 25 targets and one line of 
�ve pairs of targets with a total of 
145 points available. 

High Gun for the day and winner of 
the Tighnabruich Open cup was Kenny 
McGillivray 134/145; 2 equal David 
Milton and Gordon Gri�ths 132/145; 4 
equal Andy McMaster, Ronald Jenkins 
and Stuart McNeil 130/145. Ladies’ cup 
was won by Amanda Anderson 118/145 
and the junior prize was won by Scott 
Cameron 76/145. Martin Young won the 
Pool Shoot. 

Vikings hold Dalriada
Etive Vikings in Taynuilt 
hosted the second Dalriada 
Rugby Festival of the season 
with more than 100 children 
representing four clubs in 
three age categories playing 
in more than 20 matches.

Mid Argyll Wild Boars, 
Lochaber Tigers and three 
teams from Oban Lorne RFC 
joined the Vikings with some 
excellent rugby on display.

�e newcomers in the pri-

More than 100 children, representing four teams, took part in the second Dalriada rugby festival held in Taynuilt.

Dougie Brown of the Etive Vikings with Angus Dundass in 
support.

Grace Stewart on the charge supported by Tom Corns.

mary two and three section 
played three development 
games, showing increasing 
understanding of the game 
and lots of speed and skill.

In the P4/5 competition 
Etive Vikings emerged victo-
rious a�er winning all three of 
their games. �ere were some 
fantastic performances from 
Digby Dodman (Lochaber 
Tigers), Tom Corns (Etive 
Vikings), Adam Rusden (Mid 

Argyll Wild Boars) and Felix 
(Oban Lorne).

In the P6/7 competition 
Oban Lorne I emerged vic-
torious with four wins and 
a draw just edging out the 
Etive Vikings by a point who 
had four wins and a loss.

Outstanding performers 
over  the day were Connor 
Macaulay/Finlay Cottier 
(Oban), Owen Wilson 
(Lochaber Tigers) Dougie 
Brown and Scott Murdoch 
(Etive Vikings) and Georgia 
MacDonald (Mid Argyll 
Wild Boars).

All in it was fantastic day 
with lots of excellent rugby 
on display, with a number 
of coaches and parents 
commenting on the quality 
of play from everyone who 
took part. �ere were some 
very tired players and even 
more tired coaches/parents 
on Sunday night.

�e next Dalriada Festival 
is Saturday, October 26 at 
Isle of Mull Rugby Club at 
Garmony, Mull.

Each year LiveArgyll in partnership with sportscotland 
holds the volunteer sport awards in Argyll and Bute. 
Groups and clubs across the entire area of Argyll and 
Bute nominate their volunteer coaches who have made 
a substantial commitment and impact in their sports 
and for their community. An independent panel of 
sportscotland representatives, the LiveArgyll senior 
management team, the board and sportsmen and 
women from the area scored the nominations. There 
were seven categories that received nominations this 
year and more than 60 individual nominations. 
 Primary Young Leader award for volunteer sport 
leaders under 12: Skye Evans from Cardross Primary 
School in Helensburgh for her commitment on her 
school’s sports council.

Young Coach award for volunteer coaches under 
25: Heather Ferguson for founding the Bute Ladies’ 
Shinty Club.

Adult Youth Coach for volunteer coaches working 
with children: Laurenne Cameron for coaching shinty 
both in schools and clubs in Lochgilphead. In particular 
for the high quality coaching she delivers to the young 
squad of girls and women at Dunadd ladies’ shinty, 
coaching both the Kilmory and Dunadd junior shinty 
clubs and at the after-school shinty clubs. Without the 
time and dedication Laurenne has consistently shown 
for the sport, participation in shinty in the area would 
have continued to struggle to grow.

Sporting Achievement of 2019: Castlehill Football 
Team in Campbeltown not only won both the Baldy and 
Millennium Cup this year, but as a team demonstrated 
positive relationships, teamwork, and sportsmanship by 
always showing each other respect and empathy.

Service to sport: Barry Cox has been playing hockey 
in Helensburgh for nearly 30 years. Barry started Helens-
burgh’s junior hockey club nearly 20 years ago and at 
its height it had more than 100 children playing hockey 
each week as well as competing in competitions.

Club of the Year: Helensburgh Netball Club aspires 
to make netball attainable, enjoyable and a�ordable to 
women and girls in the area for those aged 14 and over 
and is run by volunteers. 

Community Coach of the year: Walter Spiers from 
Oban Lorne Rugby Football Club. Walter took up the 
reins of the mini section at Oban Lorne starting out with 
a group of about 10 young players in the pouring rain. 
Walter’s dedication and organisational skills have built 
the mini section up to around 80 players catering for all 
primary ages, abilities and experience. The Mini Rugby 
section at Oban Lorne is viewed by Scottish Rugby as a 
model of best practice providing a safe and enjoyable 
learning environment for them all. 

On behalf of LiveArgyll and sportscotland, a huge 
congratulations to the winners and a thank you to all 
the volunteer coaches and sports leaders for all they 
have done for sport in their communities.

LiveArgyll Volunteer 
Sports Awards 2019

Walter Speirs, Oban Lorne RFC – Community Coach 
of the Year, with Lorna Jackson, sportscotland and 
Andrew Nesbitt chairman of LiveArgyll at the recent 
volunteer sports awards day in Oban.
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Helensburgh  21
Oban Lorne 12

Tennent’s West Division 2

SWIMMING

OBAN SAINTS YOUTH TEAMS

Results and � xtures
Last weekend’s results: Under 13s, no game; Under 14s 
no game; Rossvale 2, Under 15s 6. Scoring for Saints 
were Kyle Cooper (4), Ruairidh Buchanan and  Morgan 
Gemmell; Under 17s, no game. 
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s v Park Villa; Under 14s 
no game; Under 15s v Rutherlen Glencairn; Under 17s no 
game.     

MOTO3

GOLF

Disappointment for 
McPhee in Thailand
The Thailand Grand Prix ended in heartbreak for both 
John McPhee and teammate Ayumu Sasaki after both 
PETRONAS Sprinta Racing Moto3 riders failed to � nish 
at the Buriram International Circuit. Both looked strong 
in Sunday’s race, however John was the victim of 
another rider’s aggressive error.

John made a strong start from P13 on the grid and 
immediately got stuck into the � ght for the podium, 
running in � fth on lap seven when another rider struck 
him and two others and caused them to fall from the 
race.

Conceding fourth place in the championship after 
being left unable to score points, John was still keen to 
focus on the positives after another strong weekend 
with PETRONAS Sprinta Racing despite the outcome. 
The rider who caused his crash was subsequently 
penalised by race direction.

McPhee and Sasaki will return to Moto3 action at 
the Grand Prix of Japan on October 20, with practise 
getting underway at the Twin Ring Motegi on October 
18.

John McPhee.

Bob’s back in the swing
After missing the recent 
Open de España, Glencruit-
ten’s Bob MacIntyre returns 
to action this week in the 
$7,000,000 Italian Open 
played at Olgiata Golf club in 
Rome starting on October 10.
 Bob is presently lying 12th 
in the Race to Dubai and 99th 
in the World Golf Rankings. Bob MacIntyre

Oban Otters had a suc-
cessful Argyll and Clyde 
Championships, with � ve 
golds, six silvers and 10 
bronze medals. 

Seventeen-year-old Sam 
Coates took three gold med-
als, one in the 100m breast 
stroke, 100m free style and 
200m individual medley.  
Fourteen-year-old Jessica 
Main took gold in the 100m 
breast stroke and 12-year-old 
Kai MacKechnie took gold for 
the 100m back crawl.

Jessica said: ‘I train four 
times a week and my coach 
said my hard work has paid 
o� ’.  Kai said: ‘I tried to swim 
as fast as I could and I am 
pleased with the result.’

Twenty-two swimmers trav-
elled to the Argyll and Clyde 
Championships in Dunoon 
on Saturday September 28 
and everyone came home 
with at least one personal best 
swim time.

Eight-year-old Riley 
Anderson had a successful 
� rst competition, coming 
home with three bronze 
medals.  Fourteen-year-old 
Edie Elliott came home with 
the most medals, with three 
silvers and two bronze med-
als, sharing the podium with 

Successful meet 
for Oban Otters

club mate Jessica Main for the 
100m breast stroke. 

Ten-year-old Lily Robinson 
also had a successful day with 
two silver and two bronze 
medals.  Marco MacGregor, 
10, took a silver and Ewan 
Dowd, 13, a bronze medal.

� e club also helped the 
event by providing volunteer 
time keepers, many of whom 
were only recently trained 
and all enjoyed the experience 
of being close to the action 

instead of watching from the 
stands.

Head coach Amanda Coates 
said: ‘I am proud of the whole 
club and their achievements 
at this meet. 

‘We haven’t had such a 
big team at a competition 
for a long time and we’re 
already training for our next 
competitions in Larkhall and 
Tollcross.’

Oban Otters pictured with their medals.

Winners of the Bothy Day Scramble at Glencruitten Golf 
Club last Saturday were James Scott Junior, Paul Kersley, 
Scott Douglas and J Davidson with a score of 53 – 6 =47. 

Runners up were Bryan Livingstone, David MacInnes, 
DR MacIntyre and George Currie with a score of 53 – 5 
= 48 and in third place Gavin Owens, Jordan Campbell, 
Mark Bergant and Andy Matthews with a score of 53 – 4 
= 49.

Winner of the Bothy Open 14-Hole Stableford on 
Sunday was Duncan Forgrieve with 33 points, runner up 
with 29 points was Alan Jamieson.

Derby defeat for Green Machine

Top-of-the-table Oban Lorne 
travelled to take on Argyll 
and Bute rivals Helensburgh 
in a West Division 2 league 
game last Saurday but un-
fortunately the Oban side 
travelled back up the road on 
the end of a 21-12 defeat.
 While a settled pack was 
� elded there was much 
change in the backline with 
back rowers Lorne Sinclair 
and Owen McDonald form-
ing a new centre partnership.

Struggling
 � e club are struggling to 
� eld an out-and-out backline 
at the moment with several 
players including Iwan 
Roberts, David Cameron, 
Ferg McCoss, Craig Wright, 
Andrew Ritchie and Finlay 
Carmichael all unavailable.

Despite the above, coach 
Andrew Johnston was 
con� dent he had � elded a 

team that could win  against 
a Helensburgh team with 
much more quality than their 
league placing suggests, but it 
wasn’t to be.

� e Oban side will be 
hoping for a good crowd of 
spectators and the team to 
get back to winning ways 
on Saturday when they face 

Cumnock in a league match 
at Glencruitten with a 3pm 
kick-o� .

RUGBY

Lorne Sinclair barges his way through the Helensburgh defence during last Saturday’s 
West Division Two match. Photograph: Jim G Murdoch

Jessica Main and Edie 
Elliott with their gold and 
silver medals for the100m 
breast stroke. 
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Central Scottish AFL - Division 1B
Teams   P      W     D      L      F       A      Pts   
1   Oban Saints  7       0      0      0     28      4       21
2   Blantye RGM  6       4      1      1     14     10      13
3   Lesmahagow  5       3      0      2     16       6        9
4   Clydebank  5       2      1      2       7     15        7
5   Bridgewater  5       2      0      3       8     10        6
6   Stedfast K  5       2      0      3       7     10        6
7   Cambusnethan Talbot 5       0      3      2       3     10        3
8   Garrowhill Thistle 4       0      1      3       4       9        1
9   Craigneuk  4       0      0      4       1     14        0

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 3, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.06 3.1 10.06 1.4 
 16.02 3.6 22.31 1.4
Fri 04.22 3.4 10.43 1.2 
 16.34 3.8 23.00 1.2
Sat 04.50 3.6 11.15 1.0 
 17.06 4.0 23.28 1.1
Sun 05.21 3.8 11.45 1.0 
 17.39 4.1 23.58 1.0
Mon 05.51 3.9 12.13 0.9 
 18.10 4.1  **.** 4.1
Tues 00.28 0.9 06.18 4.0 
 12.41 1.0 18.38 4.1
Wed 00.57 0.9 06.42 3.9 
 13.07 1.1 19.05 4.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 13ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
8ºC to 12ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

15

13

12

Scottish Cup 
duty for Saints

Oban Saints take on Vale of Earn in the Scottish Amateur Cup on Saturday.

A� er last weekend’s 
enforced lay-o�  Oban 
Saints return to action this 
Saturday a� ernoon with a 
home Scottish Amateur Cup 
second round tie against 
Perthshire Amateur Football 
Association Division One 
out� t Vale of Earn. 

Following a � rst round bye 
for Saints and a committee 
decision home win for Vale of 
Earn a� er Forfar West End’s 
failure to travel to ful� ll their 
� rst round obligations this 
will be the � rst action of this 
season’s competition for both 
sides.

Saturday’s visitors to 
Glencruitten are based at 
Crie� ’s picturesque Market 
Park and are members of the 
Perthshire Amateur Football 
Association where they cur-
rently occupy ninth place in 
the 12-team division one. 

A frustrating � xture sched-
ule has limited Vale of Earn 
to just two league games so 
far where they followed up 
an opening day defeat to last 
season’s runners-up St Johns 
with a thumping 9-0 victory 
over Kettins. 

� ose � rst three points 
on the board will give Vale 
a major con� dence boost 
ahead of their next league 
� xture where they entertain 
early pace setters Bridge of 
Earn, whose six wins from 
six includes a home victory 
over perennial champions 
Letham.

� e early marker put down 
by Bridge of Earn bodes well 
for Perthshire’s Division One 
title race where Vale of Earn 
will join St Johns and Bridge 
of Earn in a bid to bring to 
an end Letham’s run of six 
successive league titles.

As well as trying to improve 
upon last season’s fourth 
placed league � nish Vale of 
Earn will be looking to add 
more silverware to an already 
impressive trophy cabinet 
which currently plays host to 
the West District Cup, which 
Vale have won in � ve of the 
past nine seasons, and the 
Consolation Cup won in a 
nail biting � nal against Alyth 
on the last day of the 2018-19 
season.

It has been a case of so far so 
good for the Crie�  men on the 
cup front where a resounding 
9-0 home victory over 
Division Two Vale of Atholl 
sent them safely through 
to the second round of the 
Ashleigh Cup. In the North 
of Tay regional cup Vale await 
the outcome of the � rst round 
tie between Craigie and 
Dunkeld and Birnam before 
learning their opponents for a 
home second round tie.

Cup Fever
Saints will be aiming to pro-

duce a far better performance 
than their last outing in front 
of the Glencruitten faithful 
when cup fever returns to 
Oban this Saturday. � e dis-
appointing West of Scotland 
Cup � rst round exit at the 
hands of Inverclyde endured 
by the loyal home support 

is the only black mark on an 
otherwise perfect start to the 
season for Saints.

Seven straight league vic-
tories has seen Saints open 
up an eight-point gap on 
nearest challengers Blantyre 
RGM at the top of the Central 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Division 1B and a 
continuation of that league 
form will be required if they 
are to progress against a very 
useful Vale of Earn side.

Unlike almost every other 
cup competition in amateur 
football the Scottish Amateur 
Cup still includes replays 
therefore a re-match will 
follow at Market Park, Crie�  
in seven days’ time if the two 
sides cannot be separated 
a� er 90 minutes.

In charge of proceedings is 
last season’s West of Scotland 
Amateur Cup Final referee 

the vastly experienced Mr 
Ross Holms of the Caledonain 
Amateur Football League.

Saints have booked the 3G 
pitch at Oban High School 
as a back-up in case the grass 
at Glen 2 is unplayable. � e 
match will kick-o�  at 1.30pm.

� e reward for the winners 
is a third round away trip 
to face Westerlands of the 
Caledonian Amateur Football 
League First Division on 
Saturday November 2.

� e Oban Saints GG team 
travelled to Netherton Playing 
Fields, Knightswood last 
Saturday to take on Rannoch 
in a Greater Glasgow AFL 
Division 3 league match and 
the boys returned home with 
a � ne 6-0 win under their 
belts thanks to goals from 
Sean Grant, Connor Howe, 
Fraser MacFarlane, Martin 
Bonar, Aaron McKay and an 
own goal.

� e boys have no game this 
weekend but return to action 
on Saturday October 19 with 
a home � xture against North 
Kelvin United.

� e team sits proudly at the 
top of the league, along with 
Ferguslie Star, with three 
wins out of three. Vale of Earn Perthshire AFA Consolation Cup Winners. 
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Mull Rally is gearing up 
for a golden weekend

� ey’re coming from Britain’s four corners, 
and further, and they’re coming to see his-
tory being made on this weekend’s Beatson’s 
Building Supplies Mull Rally.

For the � rst time under new Scottish parlia-
mentary legislation, some of the world’s � nest 
roads will be closed to allow 150 lucky crews 
to drive from Tobermory to Dervaig, from 
Calgary Bay to the banks of Loch Tuath and 
lots more.

� en, just before midnight on Saturday, one 
� nal time from Aros Bridge back over the top 
to Tobermory.

Organisers are asking enthusiasts to forget 
the last three long years without their favour-
ite rally and to focus on what’s coming. � e 
battle, the fun and the fact that, 50 years ago, 
this whole thing started for the very � rst time.

� e Beatson’s Building Supplies Mull Rally 
goes golden this week and what a way to do 
it, with the island’s biggest names and fastest 
drivers – including former winners John 
MacCrone, Paul MacKinnon, Calum Du� y 
and James MacGillivray – lining up to enter-
tain a Mull full of fans.

Split, as usual, into three loops (Friday night, 
Saturday a� ernoon and Saturday evening), 
the event starts from Tobermory at 7pm on 
Friday October 11 and concludes with the 
winner being piped through the ceremonial 
� nish in Ledaig car park on Sunday morning.

But the real action gets underway 24 hours 
earlier, on � ursday evening, with the tradi-
tional rally forum in the Aros Hall.

It’s here that proudest of Stoke-on-Trent-
based Scotsmen Colin Clark will run the rule 

over what’s waiting and talk in detail (but not 
too much detail…) about the rally and the 
challenge ahead.

And what about that challenge? Why did the 
Beatson’s Building Supplies Mull Rally sell out 
in a record-breaking 53 minutes?

Nine-time winner Calum Du� y’s a good 
man to answer that.

‘� e rally is a massive part of island life,’ 
said the man from Dervaig. ‘Since 2016, 
there’s been something missing on Mull in the 
autumn and nobody really realised how much 
we’d miss it until it wasn’t there.

‘It sounds strange to almost talk about the 
rally like it’s a loved one you’re missing, but 
for the community, that’s kind of how it is. But 
now, since we’ve known the rally is de� nitely 
on, the emotions have been � ooding back and 
as it gets closer and closer to the start, you can 
really feel that buzz is around.

‘� e cars are getting organised, the chat’s 
started. � e island’s full of rally fever again.’

It’s for this reason Caledonian MacBrayne 
has put on extra ferries to and from Oban 
(already full).

Everyone has waited long enough and 2016 
Beatson’s Building Supplies Mull Rally win-
ners John MacCrone and Stuart Loudon have 
certainly waited long enough to defend their 
last victory.

It’s time. Time for MacCrone to � re fuel 
through the injectors of his Ford Escort Mk2 
and get this party started.

RALLYING‘The cars are getting 
organised, the chat’s 
started. The island’s 
full of rally fever again.’

The Mull Rally’s been missing from Mull 
for the last three years. Not any more...
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Highland Council has de-
fended the planned removal 
of more than 30 mature 
native trees as part of its own 
development of 37 units of 
social housing on the site of 
the former primary school 
at Zetland Avenue in the 
Upper Achintore area of Fort 
William.

Planning committee mem-
bers approved an application 
for full consent back in July 
with the condition that the 
applicant – the council – car-
ried out a survey which iden-
ti� ed 24 of the trees as being 
in either ‘poor condition’ or 
of ‘low quality’.

A Highland Council 
spokesperson told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘� e devel-
opment proposals do include 
the removal of 31 trees but, 
of these, three are category U 
(trees unsuitable for retention 
due to poor condition) and 21 
are category C (trees of low 
quality).’

� e spokesperson added 

that there was also an ap-
proved Landscape Plan which 
included the planting of 81 
standard-sized broadleaf  
trees, 21 conifers, 227 hedge 
plants and 472 shrubs as part 
of the development.

� e council’s forestry 

o�  cer’s assessment of the 
proposals deemed the level 
of tree removals against the 
proposed tree retentions and 
new planting to be acceptable.

� e 31 trees a� ected 
comprise one crack willow, 
seven silver birch, 11 goat 

willow, 11 alder and one ash.
But resident Kevin Hick-
man says given the climate 
emergency, as many mature 
trees as possible need to be 
preserved.

‘Highland Council passed 
the plans for the Upper 

Achintore site and then the 
plans were changed with no 
apparent consultation and the 
trees getting destroyed came 
about because of the change,’ 
Mr Hickman claimed.

‘� e change was made to ac-
commodate a SUDS drainage 
basin. Why would they need 
one as there has never been 
a need for one before? Is it 
because they  are worried that 
removing the peat will cause 
� ooding if the houses on Cow 
Hill are built?

‘� e large stands of trees 
should have been incorpo-
rated into the plans for the 
site. Trees are important for 
capturing and storing car-
bon, as we all should know 
by now, so it is inconceivable 
that they are proposing to 
cut down these trees when 
they have declared a climate 
emergency.

‘Also it is recognised that 
trees and all of nature are 
important for our wellbeing, 
so the residents in the new 
build will be in a concrete 
jungle without them. 

‘Also birds, insects and 

mammals call the trees 
home.’

According to one resident 
who attended this week’s 
meeting of the Upper 
Achintore Regeneration 
Group on Monday, the archi-
tect involved in the project 
agreed to review the fate of 
several of the trees earmarked 
for felling but he still felt too 
many were being designated 
for removal.

He added: ‘� e removal of 
31 trees seems excessive. It 
may be that the council in 
Lochaber is out of step with 
regard to current environ-
mental issues and falling 
behind public opinion and 
that of residents.

‘� e council should have 
a policy and guidelines on 
environmental issues and 
how development a� ects 
sustainability and the carbon 
footprint in the Highland.

‘If a policy does exist, it 
should be made more public – 
for example, criteria on felling 
trees and removal of peat for 
developments such as at the top 
of the hill at Upper Achintore.’

Protesters objecting to proposals to fell mature trees on the Upper Achintore site.  
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Appeal to save trees as 
council defends plans

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

4 PAGE MÒD PREVIEW inside
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Splashing out for charity
Nic Goddard tackles the final two open water swims of the season
Our regular correspondent on the 
peninsula, Nic Goddard, tells of 
tackling the �nal two open water 
swims of the season, including a 
slightly nervy night-time e�ort in 
Loch Leven:

Saturday   saw the �nal two 
swims in the 2019 programme of 
events with Resipole-based charity, 
Highland Open Water Swim.

�e season started back in 
February with a swim at Glen Uig 
and �nished up with a swim of 
the ferry route across the Corran 
Narrows on Saturday morning 
and a night-time swim around the 
Ballachulish peninsula in Loch 
Leven as darkness fell that evening.

As a new wild swimmer with no 
real experience of distances, cur-
rents or swimming at night, I was 
feeling very nervous in the run up to 
the events.

I had been ill with a nasty cold 
preventing me from getting in the 
water for the three weeks leading up 
to the swims so all of my last-min-
ute training plans (for which please 
read leaving everything to the last 
minute) had come to nothing and 
my teenage daughter, who is my 
regular swimming buddy, had to 
drop out on the morning of the 
swims as she came down with the 
cold.

It would be fair to say my con�-
dence on all levels was pretty low 
from being out and about in my wet-
suit in public, to being convinced I 
was a prime candidate for being 
lugged out of the water by one of 

the accompanying kayaks we were 
assured at the brie�ng were there to 
keep us all safe.

�e team of volunteers in kayaks 
and RIBs were already in the water 
as we entered the loch for the morn-
ing swim.

Shrieks from those getting 
shocked by the cold water rang out 
alongside the Corran ferry public 
announcement as we all le� togeth-
er. Obviously the ferry beat all of us 
across, but the swimmers returning 
were back long before the next ferry.

I was only attempting one way but 
managed the whole thing with a 
huge grin on my face before getting 
out of the water to catch the ferry 
back over to the starting line for 

soup and congratulating fellow 
swimmers.

A total of 93 people completed the 
400m Corran swim, with about a 
quarter managing there and back. 
Later, having managed to only 
partially dry my wetsuit out, I was 
pulling it back on again and heading 
out to Glencoe for the night swim.

With glow sticks tied to my tow 
�oat, I joined the group which 
tallied 74 swimmers. Although we 
were never more than 20 metres 
from the shore it was a kilometre 
distance with changing tides and 
choppy at points and I certainly 
came out having swallowed a fair bit 
of salt water.

Darkness fell before I got to the 

�nish and it was certainly more 
challenging but the constant pres-
ence of fellow swimmers who be-
came just glowing, splashing points 
as the light faded and the kayaks 
alongside us meant I felt safe and in 
good company for the duration.

My own mental ‘last 100 strokes’ 
calculations were poor – I almost 
reached the tally three times over 
towards the end and peeling o� my 
wetsuit in the car park took the very 
last of my energy before heading for 
home and a glass or two of ‘extra dry 
prosecco’ which felt appropriate to 
both celebrate my success of the day 
and a �tting twist to the ‘extra wet’ 
experience of two swims.

Highland Open Water Swims is a 

charity which aims to promote open 
water swimming with all the health 
bene�ts it o�ers and unique way to 
experience the beautiful scenery 
and wildlife in our area, and to raise 
money for charity, with a tally so far 
of more than £13,000 for children 
with cancer.

�is year it is raising funds for �e 
Brain Tumour Charity and with 
donations still coming in the total 
already stands at over £6,600.

Alex Reis of Highland Open Water 
Swims said: ‘We would not be able 
to put on these events without the 
help and support of our fantastic 
volunteers who provide the safety 
kayaks and boats, help with organ-
isation before, during and a�er the 
swims, and serve the swimmers 
soup and hot drinks.

‘We’ve had a great 2019 and are 
already planning swims for 2020. 
�ere will be some familiar swims 
such as Mull and Corran and a few 
new locations too which we’re still 
discussing - the problem is there are 
just too many lovely places to choose 
from.’

As for me, I’m already planning 
to carry on with regular swims 
throughout the winter and aiming 
to do as many events next year as I 
can.

And the next time I’m feeling 
impatient waiting in the queue for 
the Corran ferry, I really will be 
able to mutter to myself that ‘I could 
swim this quicker’, maybe not with 
a whole week’s worth of food shop-
ping to bring home though...

Jubilant Nic celebrates after 
completing the night swim 
and, right, swimmers enter the 
water at the Corran Narrows on 
Saturday morning. 

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000 
Helensburgh 01436 674976 
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Commercial Property
Energy Reports • Quantity Surveying • Project Management
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Fort William KFC: company 
hopes for good news ‘soon’
� e company which plans 
to open Fort William’s � rst 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 
(KFC) food outlet has 
responded to concerns that 
work on its site in the town 
seems to have stalled.

� ere has been growing 
speculation that the develop-
ment has actually been halted 
and attempts recently by 
the Lochaber Times to elicit 
information from franchisee, 
the Herbert Group, had been 
proving di�  cult.

Everything from a construc-
tion and landscaping point 
of view on the site on North 
Road seems to be complete, 
but the building still appears 
devoid of equipment and 
furniture, and it was reported 
that sta�  recruitment notices 
had since disappeared.

However, on Friday last 

week the Lochaber Times 
received a communication 
from the Herbert Group 
which said the opening of the 
town’s new KFC branch had 
only been delayed.

A Herbert Group spokes-

person told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘Regrettably, matters 
beyond our control have de-
layed our opening, but we’re 
working on these currently 
and hope to have some good 
news soon.’

Work on the new KFC site in Fort William appeared to 
have stopped recently. 

Alarm over US whisky tariff 
impact on distilleries
News that the United States 
plans to slap tari� s of 25 per 
cent on imports of Scottish 
malt whisky later this month 
as part of its dispute with the 
EU over subsidies for airline 
construction companies has 
been met with concern and 
disappointment in Lochaber.

Highlands and Islands 
Conservative MSP Donald 
Cameron said he is ‘alarmed’ 
that such a trade dispute could 
hit communities in places such 
as Islay very hard.

‘It’s a bitter irony that an ar-
gument between the European 
Union and the United States 
about subsidies for airliners 
should embroil the malt whis-
ky industry,’ he said.

‘EU trade negotiators need to 
get back into talks with their 
American counterparts and 
sort this dispute out before it 
does any more harm.’

And Lochaber and Skye 
SNP MSP Kate Forbes added: 
‘� is is, of course, worrying 
news for the whisky industry, 
which has several distilleries 
in my constituency. It could 
have a long-term impact on 
investment and jobs.

‘A lot of these jobs indirectly 
support the rural economy, 
and the US is the whisky 

industry’s biggest market.
‘It was raised with the First 

Minister last week at First 
Minister’s Questions and it 
is in everybody’s interests to 
negotiate a settlement.

‘� is gives us a sense of what 
might happen to the wider 
food and drink industry in the 
event of a no-deal Brexit.’

Frazer Coupland, CEO 
of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, called the news of 
the tari� s disappointing and 
added: ‘Businesses that export 
already face many challenges 
and uncertainty, and this kind 
of sudden change to exporting 
rules can only add to the bur-
den on businesses.

‘We will work to support 
our members a� ected by this 

change to trading conditions 
through the wider Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce 
network.’

However, of the three whisky 
distilleries in Lochaber, one 
does not export to the US and 
one of the other two is still a 
year away from selling whisky.

� e third Lochaber distillery 
– on Ardnamurchan – and two 
other distilleries – Talisker on 
Skye and another on Raasay – 
did not reply to a request for a 
comment.

Annabel � omas, founder 
and CEO of the � edgling 
Nc’Nean Distillery on 
Morvern, interrupted her 
business trip to a trade show 
in Berlin to give her views on 
the tari�  bombshell. Nc’Nean 

Distillery was founded at 
Drimnin near Lochaline in 
2012 and is only at the stage of 
producing botanical spirit with 
its � rst batch of whisky not due 
until next year.

Ms � omas said the US 
tari� s announcement meant 
her distillery’s plans to target 
the American export market 

next year would have to be put 
on hold if the trade dispute was 
not resolved quickly.

‘� e US has always been a 
target market for us but if these 
tari� s do go ahead then that 
potentially makes that market 
a bit less attractive,’ she said.

‘� e plan had been to move 
into the US market and from 
there on to Canada but it 
might be the case we look 
at Canada � rst. If the tari� s 
make our whisky prohibitively 
expensive, that makes it less 
attractive.

‘So it is disappointing, but 
there are plenty of other mar-
kets for whisky. For smaller 
businesses like ours, there 
is more � exibility than say 
larger distillery businesses 
that are already committed to 
the American market. At the 
moment, it is the uncertainty 
around this because it could all 
change again very quickly.’

Asked to comment, Colin 

Ross, retired managing direc-
tor of Ben Nevis Distillery in 
Fort William, said: ‘We are 
very lucky in that currently 
we do not export our whiskies 
into the United States.

‘Obviously, we have done in 
the past but the bulk of our ex-
port business is with European 
and Far Eastern countries.’

But Karen Betts, chief ex-
ecutive of the Scotch Whisky 
Association, added: ‘� is is 
a blow to the Scotch whisky 
industry. � e tari�  will un-
doubtedly damage the Scotch 
whisky sector. � e US is our 
largest and most valuable sin-
gle market, and over £1 billion 
of Scotch whisky was exported 
there last year. � e tari�  will 
put our competitiveness and 
Scotch whisky’s market share 
at risk. We expect to see a 
negative impact on investment 
and job creation in Scotland, 
and longer term impacts on 
productivity.’

Nc’Nean Distillery and its chief executive and founder Annabel Thomas. 

Visit us on the beautiful Isle of Arran...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

A range of
accommodation
including rooms, 

lodges & stylish retreats.

Three distinct dining experiences
offering freshly prepared food from

locally sourced ingredients. 

With a destination spa, two leisure centres with pools &
thermal suites as well as a variety of adventure activities
& children’s playbarn - there’s something for everyone. 
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Health chiefs reopen Aird Ferry 
Resource Centre at Dornie
� e day service at Aird 
Ferry Resource Centre 
at Dornie has reopened, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

Following a short period 
of closure due to sta�  
shortages at An Acarsaid 
Care Home in Broadford 
on Skye in September, the 
service resumed yesterday 
(Wednesday October 9).

A spokesman for NHS 
Highlands, told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘We have 
successfully recruited sta�  
which enables us to reopen 
the service on Wednesdays, 
� ursdays and Fridays each 
week.

‘We will continue to 
operate on these days until 
we have the new sta�  in 
post at An Arcasaid. It is 
anticipated these sta�  will 
be in post by the beginning 
of November.’

NHS Highland says it 
will continue to o� er day 
care from An Arcasaid on 
Mondays and Tuesdays 
until it is able to run a � ve-
day-a-week service at Aird 
Ferry.

� e health board also 
con� rmed that a public 
consultation about future 

services to be delivered 
from Aird Ferry is set 
to continue and NHS 
Highland will be holding 
drop-in sessions on 
� ursday October 24 and 
Saturday October 26, be-
tween 6.30pm and 8.30pm.

� e venue for these drop-
in sessions is still to be con-
� rmed, but NHS Highland 
will give details of the 
location in due course.

MSP Kate Forbes, who 
had called for the centre 
to be reopened as soon as 
possible, told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘� is is brilliant 

news for those who rely on 
the Aird Ferry centre and 
the community.

‘� is is a vital centre for 
day care and it would have 
been unthinkable to see it 
closed for the foreseeable 
future.

‘I am relieved that NHS 
Highland has recruited ad-
ditional sta�  to reopen the 
centre. � e key issue now is 
to ensure that the centre is 
used and is useful to people.

‘Full credit goes to the 
community which has 
made clear just how much it 
values the centre.’

Kate Forbes MSP is delighted the service has reopened.

Communities are being 
encouraged to team up with 
neighbours to create projects 
using Crown Estate Scotland 
cash.

In the � rst year of devolved 
management, Crown Estate 
Scotland’s marine assets 
generated £1.2 million for 
coastal communities in the 
Highlands.

At a recent meeting of 
Kinlochleven Community 
Council, residents were ad-
vised by Councillor Andrew 
Baxter to start thinking of 
ideas to use the money.

He said: ‘Since Loch Leven is 
a sea loch, Kinlochleven will 
qualify to apply for some of 
this money but it would be best 
if the community had some 
developed ideas to put to the 
council as soon as possible. I 
would also advise that if you 

work with other communities 
around Loch Leven then you 
are more likely to receive 
something. � e council would 
like to get some linked-up 
projects.’

� is is the � rst time coastal 
communities will have had 
access to this sort of funding.

Kinlochleven Community 
Council chairwoman Yvonne 
Rosie told the Lochaber Times: 
‘� e village gets a lot of people 
coming through due to its 

location on the West Highland 
Way but also as an events 
destination. � e community 
openly welcomes the custom 
but there is still more we can 
do to accommodate the large 
numbers of people that come 
over the busy season.

‘We need to utilise what is 
available to us so that we can 
drive initiatives forward.’

Ideas � oated at the meeting 
included some provisions for 
visiting motorhomes and even 

creating a network of these 
around Loch Leven.

According to Ms Rosie, this 
is likely to be an agenda item 
at the next meeting of the 
Association of South Lochaber 
Community Councils.

� ere are some locations for 
motorhomes to stay overnight 
on the south of Loch Leven but 
nowhere dedicated for them 
in Kinlochleven, which o� en 
hosts multi-day events, bring-
ing in more motorhomes than 
can be accommodated.

� e Kinlochleven 
Community Trust (KCT) has 
received funding from Awards 
for All to develop the small area 
of land next to the community 
toilets for chemical waste dis-
posal and possibly some hook 
ups for motorhomes.

� e director of KCT, Helen 
� ompson, also had some 
ideas of what could be done 
with the Crown Estate funds.

She said: ‘� ere has been 
much talk about reviving the 
old pier area in the village and 
there is a group of locals look-
ing at the feasibility of a boat 
club and raising funds for it. 

‘On a bigger scale we are 
looking at another area of land 
that could accommodate more 
motorhomes, more on the 
scale of a touring park.

‘As ever, there’s no shortage 
of ideas in Kinlochleven, it’s 
just time and money to get the 
projects o�  the ground.’

� ere is a wider need for this 
funding in Lochaber, with 
Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Allan Henderson saying the 
best thing to do with it was to 
improve roads, adding that 
using the money for road 
improvements gave the ‘fairest 
spread’ across all areas.

Crown Estate cash set 
to boost communities

Kinlochleven could receive 
a boost with money from 
Crown Estate Scotland.

West Highland 
College appoints 
new director
Fiona Grant has been 
appointed to the new role of 
director of academic a� airs 
at West Highland College 
UHI. She was previously 
assistant principal for Quality, 
Learning and Teaching at the 
college.

Ms Grant began her career 
in education in a teaching and 
management role at Skye and 
Lochalsh Learning Centre 
Network in 2003, stemming 
from her own training 
business which she began in 
1994.

She is therefore one of 
the original management 
team which guided the 
organisation to become Skye 
and Wester Ross College and 
then through merger with 
Lochaber College to become 
West Highland College UHI.

She takes over from Sue 
MacFarlane, who has taken 
up a new role on secondment 
to the University of the 
Highlands and Islands as 
director of transformation 
(FE). Vicky Ferguson will take 
over from Ms Grant in her 
new role as head of HR and 
organisational development.

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk
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Bosses at NHS Highland have 
defended their proposal to 
switch to hospital food sup-
plier Apetito for meals for the 
residents of the Invernevis 
House care home in Fort 
William.

Lochaber Times reader 
Wullie Porter, whose mother 
is a resident at Invernevis 
House, says he is not happy 
with the proposed change 
– and that he is not the only 
one.

Wiltshire-based Apetito 
already supplies around a 
� � h of all hot meals served 
in NHS hospitals in Scotland, 
England and Wales, which 
are o� en cooked months 
earlier and then frozen before 
being shipped up to 650 
miles.

Mr Porter recently asked 
the health board about the 
quality of the ingredients 
in the frozen meals and was 
told Apetito only uses good 
quality ingredients.

He continued: ‘But the res-
idents would not know how 
much beef, chicken or � sh etc 
would be in a dish and how 
much would be made of stock 
or � avour enhancers. If more 
cutbacks were to come in or 
in� ation caused the price to 
rise, what would happen to 
the quality of the ingredients 
used?

‘Would the portion size 
reduce? We would only have 
the word of the company that 
the standard would not drop.

‘We were informed that 
it would also help with the 
carbon foot print as at the 
moment, for instance, the 
lamb they get is from New 
Zealand.

‘When I asked about the 
butcher and the � shmonger 
that are local or getting goods 
from local suppliers, I was 

informed that they are not 
allowed to.

‘I believe the frozen meals 
will be coming from England 
and they say that they get 
their produce from British 
and Irish suppliers. � e 
produce could have travelled 
many miles before it gets to 
the factory then transported 
the length of the country.

‘It only takes for the refrig-
eration on the vehicle to fail 
or be at the wrong temper-
ature then there would be a 
major problem.’

Mr Porter says he believes 
Invernevis sta�  know 
residents’ needs, likes and 
dislikes best and can prepare 
fresh, cooked meals accord-
ingly. And he added: ‘� ey 
could work with an NHS 
nutritionist and dietician in-
stead of working with Apetito 
sta� . I belief a fresh cooked 
meal has more nutritional 
value than a frozen.’

Mr Porter claims a number 
of other residents’ relatives 
are also against the propos-
als, and added: ‘Most of the 
residents are of a generation 
that were born around the 

war years, lived through 
rations and now they cannot 
get a home-cooked meal in 
their � nal years.’

Asked to comment, a NHS 
Highland spokesperson said: 
‘� ere is currently a proposal 
pending the outcome of a six-
month consultation about the 
possible implementation of 
Apetito meals into Invernevis 
House.

‘� e meals, already used 
by other hospitals/homes 
run by NHS Highland, are 
ready-made but of a very high 
standard. A taster session was 
held for residents in August 
followed by sessions for resi-
dents’ family members. � ese 
were very well received.

‘� e Apetito meals have had 
a positive impact on patients 
and are supported by NHS 
Highland’s community phar-
macy teams and the health 
board’s nutrition and dietet-
ics advisor for care homes.’

NHS bosses 
defend 
Invernevis 
House meals 
proposal

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Invernevis House care home in Fort William. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Rural Trust gives Spean Bridge 
youngsters food for thought
Courgette mu�  ns, oatcakes, 
fresh delicious smoothies 
and a hearty vegetable 
soup were made and then 
enjoyed by pupils and sta�  
from Spean Bridge Primary 
School when they visited 
Lochaber Rural Education 
Trust recently, writes Mark 
Entwistle.

� e visit was part of the 
school’s HealthWeek, and 
the pupils made all the dishes 

with the help of trust volun-
teers. � e youngsters then 
had to put their food knowl-
edge to the test by trying to 
identify 16 di� erent foods in 
tubs around the room – from 
� our to mustard seeds. A 
tricky task indeed.

‘We hope they enjoyed 
their visit – we certainly en-
joyed having them and look 
forward to welcoming many 
more school groups to the 

centre,’ said the trust on its 
Facebook page a� er the visit. 

� e following day the trust 
hosted the weekly visit of 
pupils from Glencoe House 
in Lochaber High School.

� ey were visiting a sheep 
sale in Ben Nevis Auction 
Mart, which they all enjoyed 
and this will be followed by 
a session of small animal 
therapy and a snack of home 
made soup and oat cakes.

Primary 4/5 
pupils of Spean 
Bridge Primary 
School spent an 
interesting and 
hands-on morning 
at Lochaber Rural 
Education Trust. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 
alba.photos
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Highland � rst for ‘tattoo-less’ radiotherapy
In a � rst for Scotland, and 
possibly the UK, NHS 
Highland will be an NHS 
centre to take forward 
‘tattoo-less’ radiotherapy for 
breast cancer patients.

Before radiotherapy treat-
ment can begin, breast 
patients have a CT scan 
which allows treatment to 
be planned, they are then 
tattooed with small dots to 
allow accurate positioning 
for that treatment to begin.

However, for some patients, 
a tattoo can be quite negative, 
leaving them with a constant 
reminder of their treatment.

A relatively new optical 
monitoring system (AlignRT) 
can now provide a di� erent 
method of positioning the 

patient, which does not rely 
on tattoos.

Mo Beange, radiotherapy 
manager and head of thera-
peutic radiography for NHS 
Highland, explained: ‘We 
have wanted to do this for a 
while and, now that we have 
our two AlignRT systems, 
which track a patient’s 
position before and during 
radiation therapy, we are now 
able to o� er tattoo-less radi-
otherapy to suitable patients.

‘Patients will be scanned 
as usual but we will use a 
surface guided radiotherapy 
system to ensure patients are 
positioned accurately.’

Surface guided radiation 
therapy avoids the need for 
skin marks, delivering at 

least equivalent accuracy in 
patient positioning. Feedback 
from the centres that already 
use this show patients much 
prefer this method.

Ms Beange added: ‘We know 
from our own patient feedback 
that the tattoos have been an 
issue in the past so this new 
method will be good for our 
patients’ psychological wellbe-
ing. � e whole clinical oncol-
ogy team has really embraced 
this new way of working. It’s 
taken a lot of planning and we 
are still taking it slowly in the 
� rst instance by introducing 
one patient a week but it’s a 
very exciting development for 
the unit and one that we hope 
to roll out to other oncology 
patients in the future.’

Mo Beange, fourth from the left, with the clinical oncology team.

Crofters have 
a say on sea 
eagle attacks
A discussion between cro� -
ers, farmers and sea eagle 
management experts has been 
organised by Lochaber MSP 
Kate Forbes.

Scheduled for tomorrow 
(Friday October 11), the meet-
ing will be a chance for repre-
sentatives from the National 
Sea Eagle Management 
Scheme panel to answer ques-
tions about the impact the 
birds have on livestock.

Since their reintroduction, 
sea eagles – also known as 
white-tailed eagles – have 
become more prevalent along 
the west coast of Scotland 
and have increasingly been 
targeting sheep.

Donald MacIsaac runs a 
cro�  near Glenuig with a 
� ock of 80 sheep which was 
devastated during last winter.

He said: ‘It is normal to lose 
maybe one or two sheep from 
a � ock over winter, but we 
lost 19 between October and 
February. Losing a quarter of 
my � ock is not at all normal 
and we identi� ed clear evi-
dence of talon marks on some 
carcasses.

‘I saw a lot of the eagles 
over the winter and we know 
they nest on Eilean Shona, an 
island about two miles to the 
south of my land.

‘I have been working on this 
cro�  near enough all my life 
and hope to pass it down to 
my kids and grandchildren. 
Something needs to be done 

to manage the birds because 
a way of life will soon be lost.’

Ms Forbes called the meet-
ing in response to cro� ers and 
farmers such as Mr MacIsaac 
who are looking for some 
form of deterrent.

She said: ‘I think we all agree 
that it is incredible to see sea 
eagles along the Highland 
coast line and the reintroduc-
tion of the species has been 
relatively successful.

‘Scottish Natural Heritage 
has been responsible for 
supporting cro� ers with sea 
eagles through the Sea Eagle 
Management Scheme, and I 
thought it was important to 
have an open discussion about 
the issue.’

� is scheme supports 
livestock farmers and cro� ers 

who su� er the impacts of sea 
eagles across their breeding 
range.

� e reintroduction ended in 
2012 and there are currently 
around 130 breeding pairs of 
white-tailed eagles with this 
number expected to grow.

Under the current scheme, 
land managers have up to 
£1,500 per year available to be 
used for mitigating measures.

Tomorrow’s meeting will be 
a chance for the expert panel 
to give an update on methods 
of deterrence and for cro� ers 
to explain their concerns.

A spokesperson from SNH 

said: ‘Many of these measures 
are still being tested but they 
include scaring devices, addi-
tional shepherding to increase 
human presence on the hill, 
creation of lambing parks to 
bring stock management into 
areas closer to farms at key 
times and � ock management 
to support the health of sheep 
� ocks.

‘� e aim is to put together 
a toolbox of measures that 
cro� ers and farmers can use to 
suit their own circumstances.’

� e National Farmers’ 
Union for Scotland is also 
involved and has highlighted 

that there is not only an 
economic impact from sea 
eagles hunting sheep, but also 
a threat to land management 
performed by hill � ocks.

A spokesman for NFUS 
said: ‘� e majority of the 
complaints we hear tend to be 
around lambing time when 
the issue really comes to a 
head each year.’

� e meeting will be held in 
the Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
church hall at 11.30am with 
those who have previously 
made complaints invited 
to put their concerns to the 
panel.

An adult white-tailed eagle (Haliaeetus albicilla) in � ight. Photograph: Lorne Gill
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Mallaig man’s vital lifeline 
for struggling shearwaters 
Mallaig man Martin Carty 
has joined forces with CalMac 
to provide a much-needed 
lifeline for the area’s popu-
lation of Manx shearwater 
seabirds.

From late August until early 
October, hundreds of newly 
� edged Manx shearwaters 
depart their nesting sites on 
Rum and begin a migratory 
journey that takes them as far 
as South America. However, 
many are blown o�  course 
by westerly winds before they 
have even le�  the Sound of 
Rum.

During the month of 
September, when most of the 
birds � edge, Mr Carty, a re-
tired golf professional, leaves 
his home at 10pm on the dot 
and walks the same route 
around Mallaig, looking for 
the young Manx shearwaters 
that have been stranded.

Mr Carty explained: ‘� ese 
are very inexperienced 
birds, possibly on their � rst 
� ight. � e birds hide a� er 
crash-landing during the day, 
waiting until the following 
evening to come out and 
attempt to take o� .

‘We put posters up around 
the village and along to Morar 

and Arisaig asking people to 
contact us if they see any of 
the birds, but most are found 
in a 1.5 square kilometre area 
around Mallaig.’

� eir physical shape means 
that the birds � nd it di�  cult 
to take o�  from land. At sea 
they run along the surface 
of the water, but on land 

they are obstructed by walls, 
fences, houses and cars.

� e grounded birds are also 
quickly predated by gulls, 
cats, dogs, otters and pine 
martens. Without the rescue 
e� orts of Mr Carty and the 
community, most would 
perish. For the past � ve years, 
students from Anglia Ruskin 

University and Merton 
College, Oxford, have also 
volunteered for the rescue 
operations.

� e highest number of birds 
recorded in a month is 709, 
with 154 found in one night 
alone. However, this year 
there were 127 birds rescued 
during September.

Mr Carty collects data on 
the numbers of birds landed, 
as well as the moon phases 
and wind direction, as the 
reasons for the crash-land-
ings are not clear-cut.

He added: ‘� e birds only 
go in and out of their burrows 
at night, so their problems 
are potentially exacerbated 
by bright light. � e research 
so far would suggest that if 
there is no moon, the bright 
lights from Mallaig add to the 
confusion of the birds.

‘If there is a moon, then 
the light is dissipated and 
seems to be less of a problem. 
Similarly, drizzly or misty 

weather can create problems 
by a� ecting the dispersal of 
the light.’

Before being released, each 
bird is ringed, weighed and 
down-counted, and biomet-
rics are also sent to a research 
facility in Spain. Mr Carty 
then transports the birds 
onto the Mallaig to Armadale 
CalMac ferry.

Byron Gri�  ths, ship’s master 
on the MV Lord of the Isles, 
said: ‘� e Manx shearwaters 
are recovered, taken to sea 
with us and released back into 
their natural habitat. We’ve 
certainly delivered a lifeline to 
these beautiful birds.’

Rescued birds were previ-
ously released from land, but 
gulls learned of the location 
and would lie in wait.

By releasing the Manx 
shearwaters from the moving 
vessel, they are given a better 
chance of survival, and the 
hope is they will return to 
Rum the following spring.

Martin Carty releases a Manx shearwater from the MV Lord of the Isles.

Book Corner is fast approaching � nal page
As the end of an era ap-
proaches with this month’s 
looming closure of Ben 
Nevis Book Corner in Fort 
William, there is still time to 
grab a bargain o�  the shelves 
from its stock – albeit rapidly 
dwindling – of antiquarian 
and second-hand books.

Proprietors Ian and Pat 
Abernethy are now heavily 
discounting what remains 
of their remaining stock 

just ahead of the Hallowe’en 
closure date.

Books are still available 
on subjects as diverse as 
royalty, natural history, 
cookery, music, automotive, 
maritime and � ction.

Located in the town’s 
Monzie Square for the past 
two decades, the end of the 
Ben Nevis Book Corner 
will leave the town without 
somewhere devoted solely 

to the sale of second-hand 
books, so pay a visit while it 
is still there.

With its iconic sign above 
its front door, where the 
word ‘Corner’ had to form 
an actual corner as it was 
too long for the space – 
something since snapped by 
many visitors’ cameras – the 
shop has proved a magnet 
for people from around the 
world.

Ian Abernethy, pictured 
outside his bookshop, 
with its famous sign.
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MSP quizzes 
cops on spate 
of break-ins
� e police have told an MSP 
they are continuing to inves-
tigate crimes targeting rural 
businesses and are ‘concerned 
at the increase in dishonesties 
in a concentrated area of the 
Highlands’.

� e response came a� er 
Highlands and Islands 
Labour MSP Rhoda Grant 
contacted Police Scotland 
following reports that crim-
inals were singling out small 
businesses in the region due 
to the lack of facilities to bank 
cash.

Mrs Grant previously 
raised the issue in Holyrood 
asking what the Scottish 
Government was doing 
to support Highlands and 
Islands’ businesses experi-
encing losses due to cuts in 
rural banking services.

Iain MacLelland, opera-
tional superintendent for 
the Highlands and Islands 
Division, got back to Mrs 
Grant, who asked about 
break-ins in Fort Augustus, 
but also about other crimes 
in rural locations across the 
Highlands, Perthshire and 
Tayside.

He said one of the key mes-
sages to businesses was about 
not keeping cash on premises.

Mr MacLelland said: ‘With 
regard to your question on 
what action we are taking 
to make businesses aware of 
the recent break-ins, please 
be assured we are taking this 
matter very seriously.

‘Like you, we have been 
concerned at the increase 
in dishonesties in a concen-
trated area of the Highlands. 
We immediately put in place 
an action plan committing 
experienced investigative 
resources to the respective 
inquiries.

‘Detailed work has been car-
ried out including extensive 
search activity and forensic 
work. � ese inquiries remain 
on-going and I am receiving 
regular updates on progress.’

And he went on to say that 
having identi� ed a crime pat-
tern, considerable prevention 
work had been carried out, 
including repeated messag-
ing in the media to raise 
awareness.

‘Our preventions o�  cers 
have been door-stepping 
individual premises in the 
locality which have been 
repeatedly targeted providing 

practical advice on business 
security, CCTV and generally 
how to keep their premises 
safe,’ added Mr MacLelland.

‘� e preventions o�  cer, 
community sergeant and 
myself were also attending a 
well-represented community 
council meeting to discuss 
concerns with residents and 
businesses.

‘Please note that one of the 
key messages to businesses 
was about not keeping cash 
on premises. We continue to 
provide support to the com-
munity and maintain patrols 
in the area.’

Mrs Grant commented: 
‘� ese criminals have quickly 
realised that bank branch 
closures and cutbacks are 
having a knock-on e� ect on 
the ability of businesses to 
bank cash.

‘� e big banks should hang 
their heads in shame for pull-
ing out of villages and towns 
in the region, leaving smaller 
shops and stores exposed to 
criminals who are rubbing 
their hands in glee at their 
good fortune.

‘� e police have promised 
to get back to me with some 
� gures on how many of these 
crimes are being recorded 
which I will be interested to 
see.

‘It’s good to see that there 
is crime prevention work 
on-going but I still think that 
the Scottish Government 
should be investigating how 
to help businesses especially 
during these di�  cult eco-
nomic times.’

MSP Rhoda Grant raised 
the issue of the break-ins 
with police.

Forbes organises patient transport meeting
� e need for better inte-
gration between patient 
transport and commercial 
bus services in Lochaber will 
be discussed this week at a 
round-table meeting organ-
ised by the area’s MSP Kate 
Forbes.

Following a meeting earlier 
in the year with the Lochaber 
Transport Forum, represent-
atives from NHS Highland, 
HITRANS and Highland 
Council will meet with the 
constituency MSP tomorrow 
(Friday) in Fort William to 
see what can be improved.

It is thought some of the bus 

services between Oban and 
Fort William could be more 
e� ectively timed to accom-
modate appointment slots, 
and people are also keen for 
further clarity over transport 
arrangements for the new 
Belford Hospital.

Ms Forbes commented: ‘I 

am convening a round-table 
discussion in Fort William on 
patient transport because it is 
an issue that has been raised 
with me numerous times.

‘Patient transport is vi-
tally important in an area 
where people are frequently 
required to travel up to two 
hours to the hospital and 
back.

‘� ere have been concerns 
about the frequency and 
reliability of public transport. 
With the new hospital in Fort 
William, there is an opportu-
nity to look again at transport 
links.’

‘With a new hospital 
in Fort William, there 
is an opportunity 
to look again at 
transport links’

Lochaber Tourism Summit
Thursday 21st November
Sponsored by HWEnergy and hosted by the Kingshouse Hotel, Glencoe.
Don’t miss this fantasti c opportunity to get the inside track on the future of Scotti  sh 
tourism. The region’s premiere tourism event is a key part of Lochaber Ideas Week, 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce’s fl agship week of inspirati onal business events.

Inspiring insights in an amazing place

Join us for an inspiring day in the stunning surroundings and fi rst-class hospitality of 
the Kingshouse Hotel, Glencoe. This 17th century historic coaching inn has now been 
sensiti vely restored and upgraded in a stunning £12-million refurbishment.

Overview

Breakfast Yoga: If you’re an early riser, set yourself up for an excellent day with opti onal 
breakfast yoga led by Hannah Barnes at 8am. The main part of the day starts at 9.30am

Cycle-Friendly Tourism: Sustrans Scotland will present the opportuniti es and benefi ts 
that cycle-friendly tourism can bring to the Lochaber area.

Step Up Your Social Media: Outdoor brand 
ambassador and pro mountain biker Hannah 
Barnes and renowned content-creator Brodie 
Hood take us through key steps to elevate 
your online presence and truly connect with 
your audience. 

Lunc h break - enjoy a delicious lunch as part 
of the day

Brand Scotland Briefi ng: We’ll hear from Cat 
Leaver, Director of ‘Brand Scotland’ about the 
new nati onal joined-up strategy for promoti ng 
Scotland as a great place to visit, live, work 
and study. Brand Scotland launches its new 
campaign in October, and we’re delighted to 
be getti  ng the inside track as this new Scotland-
wide approach launches to the public.

Stephen Leckie is the Managing 
Director of Crieff  Hydro Family of 
Hotels and Chair of Scotti  sh Tourism 
Alliance (STA).  Don’t miss his talk on 
what fi res his business imaginati on 
and where he believes the tourism 
industry is heading.

About our event sponsor

HWEnergy, founded in 2003, is one of the longest 
established biomass heati ng companies in the UK 
providing a complete turnkey approach to delivering 
commercial biomass heati ng. They have designed and installed over 300 complex wood 
energy projects across Scotland and the north of England, including installati ons at Crieff  
Hydro Family of Hotels sites: Kingshouse and Ballachulish Hotels.

Hannah Barnes with dog Lumi.
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Tourism businesses in 
Lochaber and throughout the 
Highlands are being urged 
not to miss the Lochaber 
Tourism Summit 2019 at the 
Kingshouse Hotel, Glencoe, 
on � ursday November 21.

It is a highlight of Lochaber 
Ideas Week, a series of 
inspiring business events 
created speci� cally for the 
business community in the 
Lochaber area by Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce.

Frazer Coupland, CEO 
of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, said it would 
be the ‘premiere’ tourism 
business event.

‘In these uncertain times, 
when tourism businesses 
across the region face in-
creasingly tough challenges, 
attendees will gain essential 
insights to unlock the huge 
potential of their businesses 
in an ever-increasing digital 
world and to capitalise on 
every opportunity arising in 
2020 and beyond,’ added Mr 
Coupland.

� e 2019 tourism summit, 
sponsored by HWEnergy, 
will see keynote speakers Cat 

Leaver, the director of newly 
created Brand Scotland, 
and Stephen Leckie, the 
visionary chief executive 
o�  cer (CEO) behind the 
hugely successful Crie�  
Hydro Family of Hotels and 
the chairman of the Scottish 
Tourism Alliance, looking to 
empower, inspire and inform 
delegates with innovative 
and progressive business and 
digital marketing strategies, 
partnership opportunities, 
industry visions and future 
trends and best practice.

With Fort William being a 
world-renowned mountain 
bike destination, Mike 
Dennison from Sustrans will 
also be discussing the huge 
opportunities for cycle tour-
ism in the region and how 

businesses can fully bene� t.
� e event is also about the 

importance of embracing 
digital marketing. 

� e fantastic homegrown 
social media in� uencer 
and professional mountain 
biker, Hannah Barnes, 
together with her partner, 
renowned content-creator 
Brodie Hood, will reveal the 
secrets of an e� ective social 
media strategy to connect 
and engage with target vis-
itors, together with the best 
content in which to showcase 
Lochaber as a destination 
and its memorable and 
unique experiences.

� e tourism summit is 
guaranteed to be an amazing 
day and all for just £30, 
including lunch. 

Delegates will even have 
the opportunity to start the 
day o�  with a bit of yoga.

To � nd out more about 
all the events taking place 
during Lochaber Ideas 
Week and to book tickets 
for the tourism summit, 
go to https://www.loch-
aberchamber.co.uk/events/
lochaber-ideas-week-2019/

View from the Chamber

Banavie pupils host co� ee morning for Macmillan

Primary seven pupils at 
Banavie school held a 
co� ee morning on Friday 
in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support. The youngsters 
provided tea and  co� ee 
and also sold cakes, crafts 
and home-made jam, as 
well as putting on musical 
entertainment. Left, some 
of the primary seven pupils 
who helped at the event. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Weed-smoking walkers 
warned on ‘hotboxing’
One of Lochaber’s most re-
spected mountain guides has 
said people are not treating 
Ben Nevis with the respect 
such a potentially dangerous 
mountain deserves following 
reports detailing the smoking 
of drugs by walkers in the 
bothy at the summit.

Mike Pescod, of Abacus 
Mountain Guides, was 
commenting a� er a report on 
the online LADbible website 
from journalist Tom Wood.

Mr Wood writes: ‘� e 
emergency shelter ... is being 
used by potheads who want 
to hotbox it before walking 
back down the mountain.’

He quoted another walker 
as saying: ‘I walked up the 
Ben last weekend and the 
amount of stoners was unre-
al. I honestly passed about six 
groups.’

Mr Pescod said: ‘From my 
own observations, I think it is 
true, and I do think it is a sign 
people are not treating Ben 
Nevis with su�  cient respect.

‘We have the freedom of the 
mountains to enjoy in any 
way we want to, as long as we 
do so responsibly.

‘I defend this principle very 
strongly. A� er all, I don’t 
want someone saying to me 
that I can’t go ice climbing 
because it is too dangerous.

‘However, we also have a 
fundamental principle of 
self-reliance. 

‘When I go ice climbing, I 
rely only on myself, my expe-
rience and capability. 

‘I am responsible for myself 
in that it will be my fault if I 
get hurt.

‘People can go and drink 
alcohol or smoke marijuana 
in the mountains if they want 
to but it is likely they will not 
be self-reliant or responsible 
for themselves if they do so 
excessively.

‘We can dri�  away from 
our daily routine and stress 
by immersing ourselves in 
nature when we climb moun-
tains, and there is a very clear 
restorative e� ect in doing so. 
I don’t think we really need to 
get high as well.’

Police Scotland comment-
ed: ‘We previously received 
an inquiry on this and 
advised we were not aware of 
the issue.’
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

� e expedition to Tiree to 
catch a lobster by the age-old 
means of � nding one under a 
rock at low tide is carried on in 
this week’s piece.  

� ese special crevices known 
in Gaelic as ‘faicheanan’ were 
the subject of last week’s article 
and on that theme I continue.  

I can assure readers that the 
excitement on the morning 
of our search was great and 
heavily disproportionate to the 
potential prize of our hunt. It 
was not the monetary value or 
even the culinary expectation 
of our quarry that was the 
cause of the excitement, but 
the magical feeling that we 
might � nd a lobster by means 
that, although once common, 
is now almost unheard of. 

� e e� ect given by the sight 
of a lobster coming up in a 
creel is hard to surpass but 
the thought of catching one 
straight from its rocky hidey- 
hole is for some reason even 
more thrilling.

Being the son of a lobster 
� sherman and having � shed 
during every summer holiday 
all through my school years 
and, later, either as part–time 

or full-time work until I was 24 
years old, I have always had a 
mild obsession with lobsters.  

Since my early teenage 
years, I have had recurring 
dreams about lobsters. In these 
dreams I have pulled creels up 
from the pier at � e Harbour, 
Caolas, with two and three 7lb 
clonkers in each; I have walked 
forth on a completely dried-
out Skipinnis Bay – dried out 
far beyond any possible low 
spring tide – with lobsters 
thick among the exposed kelp; 
and, in a recent dream which 
visited me just a few weeks ago, 
I picked up a good-sized male 
lobster with a heavily barna-
cled shell as it moved over sand 
beside a rock at the eastern end 
of Gott Bay. In this dream I 
was walking ankle-deep in a 
place that in reality even at low 
water would be two fathoms 
below the surface.  

My father was told a story 
about an elderly lady from 
the east end of Tiree whose 
knowledge and skills relating 
to the faicheanan were so great 
that she used to send boxes of 
lobsters away to Billingsgate 
market.  

� e story goes that although 
very secretive about her 
locations, she was rightfully 
proud of her knowledge.  
Accordingly, when a young 
man she knew well was due 
to emigrate to New Zealand, 
immediately before he le�  the 
island, she took him in the 
early morning twilight and 
showed him every single faiche 
that she knew. � e knowledge 
was passed on but to one who 
could not use it and therefore 
was no threat to her own lob-
ster hunting. 

With dreams and stories � ll-
ing my mind and anticipation 
running high, we set o�  for the 
shore. As the location of each 
individual faiche was found 
and tried at di� erent parts 
of the island, our chances of 
striking blue gold were lessen-
ing. As the tide began to rise, 
our hopes continued to fall 
until at last we had to accept 
defeat for the day.  

� e lobsters of that day 
remained in dreams and 
stories, but what a thoroughly 
enjoyable a� ernoon we had 
among the rocks, memories 
and ghosts of the past.   

Island event constituted a 
welcome trip down the years
CATH MACDONALD
fort@obantimes.co.uk

View from the Edge

It was October and, a� er a 
busy summer with many 
visitors arriving, festivals, 
agricultural shows and the 
usual summer events, things 
were getting quieter.

� en came a surprise – an 
attractive card with an 
invitation to attend an event 
to be held in the Tarbert 
Community Centre, Harris, 
on October 3.

� is was to celebrate 40 
years of De � a  Dol (What’s 
doing), the Harris commu-
nity newsletter. It is printed 
and published by Harris 
Voluntary Service (HVS), 
which had arranged this 
event.

A� er a warm greeting from 
HVS and the editorial team, 
we were able to walk around 
and look at previous copies 
of the newsletter which were 
laid out on tables around the 
hall.

Photos from times past had 
been set up on boards. � is 

awoke memories of many 
people and events which had 
taken place over the 40 years 
since its inception.

A� er a good look through 
these, reminiscing and walk-
ing around for a while, we 
were invited to help ourselves 
at a lovely bu� et which had 
been prepared by Laura’s 
Larder, a Harris business 
which began work recently 
and provides excellent home-
made food.

� ere was a delicious varie-
ty, a selection of sandwiches, 

savoury wraps, homemade 
mackerel pate, and so on. � is 
was followed by a dessert of 
chocolate brownies and apple 
and caramel sauce, then tea 
or co� ee.

A� er the bu� et, we sat 
down to hear of the history 
or life story of the De � a Dol 
up to the present. � is part 
of the event was chaired by 
Paul Finnegan, the editor of 
De � a Dol, assisted by E�  e 
MacLeod.

First invited to speak 
was Morag MacLeod from 
Scalpay. Morag was invited to 
take part in a scheme run by 
the Van Leer Foundation in 
the late 1970s.

� ere had been a feasibility 
study in Ness, Lewis, where it 
was shown that it would be a 
worthwhile scheme for parts 
of the Hebrides.

� ree people were taken on, 
including Morag MacLeod 
for Harris. It was to last for 
three years. Morag was able 
to get a three-year second-
ment from her place on the 
sta�  of the School of Scottish 
Studies, a department of the 
University of Edinburgh.

Morag MacLeod received 
� owers from present editor 
Paul Finnegan.
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Update on a summer of 
Loch Sunart marine surveys
CAOLAS (Community 
Association of Lochs and 
Sounds) hosted an evening 
talk about the marine surveys 
carried out over the summer 
on the shores of Loch Sunart 
at the Ardnamurchan Natural 
History visitor centre last 
week, followed by its � rst 
AGM since becoming a regis-
tered charity.

Marine biologist Mark 
Woombs presented a slide-
show of amazing photographs 
of the plants and animals 
recorded living in and around 
the loch, peppered with 
scienti� c facts and amusing 
anecdotes.

� e workshops and surveys 
carried out over the summer 
were among the various pro-
jects that CAOLAS is involved 
with, including a programme 
of events to educate and in-
form locals and visitors about 

the marine environment and 
how everyone can play a part 
in protecting it.

A small team of volunteers 

form the committee of 
CAOLAS and they are always 
looking out for anyone with 
knowledge and skills or just 

a passion and interest for 
marine environments to join.

In a week when Sir David 
Attenborough has been in the 

media talking about the kelp 
forests o�  the south coast of 
the UK, CAOLAS is keen to 
raise awareness of the threats 
to coastal areas closer to 
home.

Loch Sunart and the Sound 
of Mull are Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) and also home 
to the Argyll coast and islands 
Mission Blue Hope Spot and 
of great interest to marine 
experts, environmentalists 
and scientists.

CAOLAS is keen to ensure 
everyone understands the 
importance of these areas 
through getting people in-
volved through citizen science 
programmes, working with 
schools and getting more 
people actively involved either 

with surveying, monitoring 
suspicious activity (illegal 
� shing) and participating in 
campaigns and public con-
sultations about the use of the 
surrounding seas and lochs.

� e talk covered ideas about 
what projects CAOLAS may 
seek funding and support for 
next and included aims such 
as snorkelling and diving to 
explore, survey and record 
life deeper in the lochs and 
sounds, maybe even enlisting 
the use of a remote operated 
vehicle. 

� ese hi-tech aspirations 
also work alongside activities 
such as beach cleaning.

If anyone is interested in 
the work of CAOLAS or in 
becoming a member or feel 
they may have skills to o� er 
as a trustee, check out the 
Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/marinecom-
munitygroup/ or get in touch 
by email admin@caolas.org to 
� nd out more.

Survey work was carried out along Loch Sunart during the summer.

by Nic Goddard
editor@obantimes.co.uk 'CAOLAS is looking for 

anyone with a passion 
for marine life to join'

MSP will � ght Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch seat for Tories
Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie Halcro Johnston has 
been named as the Scottish 
Conservatives’ choice to 
contest the Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch constituency 
seat   at the next Holyrood 
elections in 2021.

Mr Halcro Johnston has 
been an MSP since 2017, 
and was appointed Shadow 
Minister for Skills by former 
Scottish Conservative leader 
Ruth Davidson.

He has contested the former 
Inverness East, Nairn and 
Lochaber and the Orkney 
seats in previous Scottish 
Parliament elections.

Mr Halcro Johnston said: 
‘I am delighted to have been 
chosen by local Conservative 
members to be their can-
didate for the next Scottish 
Parliament elections.

‘� ose elections will be 
an opportunity for people 
across the Highlands to 
hold the SNP to account for 
their Scottish Government’s 
squeeze on local council 
� nances, mismanagement of 
our economy and their nev-
er-ending agitation for more 
unwanted referendums.

‘Our region’s voice has 
too o� en been ignored by 

the SNP Government; a 
government with its attention 
too o� en focused issues in 
Edinburgh and in Glasgow, 
to the detriment of commu-
nities like ours.

‘� e 2021 Holyrood elec-
tions will be a chance for 
Scotland to elect a govern-
ment looking to work for all 
of Scotland, and not just the 
Central Belt. 

‘And it will be a chance to 

elect a government which is 
focused on the issues that 
matter, and not just endless 
constitutional wrangling.

‘I’m looking forward to 
working with local members, 
our councillors and my MSP 
colleagues in playing our part 
in making that happen.’

� e Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch seat has been held 
by the SNP’s Kate Forbes 
since 2016.

Anne Anderson, chairman Highland Conservatives, Jamie 
Halcro Johnston, centre, and Reg Holder, vice-chairman 
Highland Conservatives, after the selection meeting.

LT
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Comhairle welcomes 
allocation of revenues
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has welcomed the allocation 
of Crown Estate revenues 
which will see £1.7m coming 
to communities in the Outer 
Hebrides.

Speaking at a meeting of 
the Policy and Resources 
Committee last week, 
comhairle leader Councillor 
Roddie Mackay commented: 
‘� e comhairle has been at the 
forefront of calls for reform 
of the Crown Estate for more 
than 20 years now.

‘Prior to the management 
of Crown Estate assets in 
Scotland being devolved to 
Scottish ministers in 2017, all 
revenues from development 
in the seas around the Outer 
Hebrides went to HM Treasury 
in London.

‘As a result of vigorous 
lobbying by the comhairle and 
others, the Smith Commission 
of 2014 recommended that 
these revenues be returned 
to the communities hosting 
the developments and now 
Scottish ministers are honour-
ing that recommendation with 
£1.7m of Scottish Crown Estate 
revenues returning to the 

Outer Hebrides from the � rst 
year of devolved management.

‘Alongside this, the comhair-
le and Galson Estate Trust are 
working with Crown Estate 
Scotland to develop a pilot for 
local management of Crown 
Estate assets.

‘We are now starting to see 
real, tangible bene� ts from 
our many years of sustained 
lobbying – our communities 
will now have a say in how the 
marine estate is developed and 
revenues from these develop-
ments will now return to those 
same communities.

‘� e comhairle, as initial 
recipient of these revenues, 
will now develop a protocol 
for their disbursement to 
communities.’

Singing legend donates 
£3k to Sta�  n trust appeal
A legendary Gaelic singer has 
thrown his weight behind a 
Skye community’s e� orts to 
build a� ordable homes and 
a health centre by pledging 
£3,000 to the fundraising 
appeal.

And Alasdair Gillies, whose 
roots are in the cro� ing 
township of Digg, Sta�  n, has 
issued a public rallying call to 
support the charitable organ-
isation working to deliver the 
long-awaited development.

Sta�  n Community Trust 
(SCT) last month launched a 
crowdfunding campaign to 
pay for six new family homes, 
a medical clinic and business 
units close to the primary 
school, Bun Sgoil Stafainn.

A four-minute � lm high-
lighting the challenges faced 
in retaining and attracting 
families and young people in 
Sta�  n was released to publi-

cise the campaign.
It has been watched almost 

4,000 times a� er being shared 
extensively via social media 
with £2,220 raised from more 
than 40 supporters from all 
over the world.

Gillies – who is a renowned 
performer on both stage and 
screen stretching back several 
decades – has made a person-

al donation of £3,000 and his 
generous pledge takes the 
current total to £5,220, as the 
crowdfunder appeal enters 
the � nal week.

‘Sta�  n is in my DNA and 
I’m delighted to lend my 
support,’ said the singer, who 
predicted the development 
will help sustain the Gaelic 
language by boosting the 
school roll with family homes 
built.

‘Sta�  n school has an excel-
lent record in its support for 
Gaelic and traditional music, 
and the children of Bun Sgoil 
Stafainn have enjoyed con-
siderable success at national 
and local mòds.

‘My hope is this will contin-
ue to be the case, but only if 
more young families are able 
to take up residence, for that 
is the lifeblood for the future.’

Sta�  n’s diaspora, including 
Gillies, have been hugely 
supportive of the develop-
ment appeal with pledges 

from Canada, England and 
Australia.

Glasgow-born Gillies’s 
parents were from the north 
end of Skye. His father, 
John, hailed from Digg 
and his mother Euphemia’s 
people came from Digg and 
Bornesketaig in Kilmuir.

� is would be the � rst 
a� ordable housing develop-
ment in Sta�  n for 20 years 
and comes as the community 
has su� ered a signi� cant pop-
ulation decline in that time, 
with a drastic shortage of 
accommodation for younger 
people and a prohibitive 
property market.

SCT is hoping the new 
housing will to help increase 
the school roll and the 
community’s long-term sus-
tainability. Anybody wishing 
to support the appeal has 
until today (October 10) to do 
so, via: www.crowdfunder.
co.uk/isle-of-skye-housing-
health-development.

Alasdair Gillies.

‘The comhairle 
has been at the 
forefront of calls for 
reform of the Crown 
Estate for more than 
20 years now.’

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 
11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Salvation Army Hall
16 Belford Road, Fort William
Thursday 9.30am, 11.30am,
3pm, 5pm & 7pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead 
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Since Argyll & Lochaber SW 
classes opened members have lost an 
amazing 7143 stone that’s 100,002 lbs.

See what 
you can 
achieve!
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Trust supports youth club
A youth club has begun meet-
ing again in the Sandwick 
area and received start-up 
funding from community 
wind farm charity Point and 
Sandwick Trust.

Sandwick Youth Club meets 
in the Sandwick Community 
Hall and is for all youngsters 
aged eight to 12 who live with-
in the SHARE (Sandwick Hall 
and Recreation Enterprise) 
Association area, which covers 
Steinish through to Melbost.

� e youth club meets on a 
Friday night during term time 
and all youngsters are welcome 
to go along and join by just 
� lling in a form. All parents 
are welcome to stay too and 
share any ideas they may have 
for activities.

� e club makes use of all the 
upstairs rooms in the Sandwick 
Hall, from 6.30pm to 8pm, and 
is attended by around 20 young 
people each night, although 
around 35 young people are 
members.

It is run by a committee of 
eight with a further 10 parent 

helpers assisting on a rota 
basis.

� e focus is on games and 
activities plus arts and cra� s 
and music. � ere is also 
unstructured play time, where 
young people can just hang 
out, and there is a tuck shop 
and free fresh fruit.

� e small amount of pro� t 
the tuck shop makes goes 
back into paying for other club 
activities, such as a Hallowe’en 
party, and the club is about to 
start buying games equipment, 

having done some canvassing 
of opinion and taken advice 
from Lewis and Harris Youth 
Clubs Association on what 
would be suitable.

Sandy Morrison, deputy 
chairman of SHARE, said it 
was obvious from all the red 
faces at the end of every Friday 
night that the youngsters ‘love’ 
the youth club.

In general, he said, half of 
them will ‘gravitate to the hall 
and kick a football’ but no one 
is forced to play sport if they 

don’t want to. � e club has 
acquired an electronic drum 
kit, keyboards and nail varnish 
kit to help entertain some of 
the others.

� e youth club restarted 
in April 2019 a� er a break 
of a few years, triggered by 
renovations being carried out 
on the hall. And the start-up 
grant of £1,000 from Point 
and Sandwick Trust, which 
operates the award-winning 
Beinn Ghrideag wind farm for 
the bene� t of the community, 

meant the club started o�  on a 
good footing.

Mr Morrison commented: 
‘� e money from Point and 
Sandwick got us started up 
without a � nancial burden 
over our heads – that’s the 
basics of it. We could have 
started without its support but 
we would have been worrying 
about having a couple of 
pounds for this and a couple of 
pounds for that.

‘Its start-up fund will allow 
us to run for a year but we still 

want the children to go out and 
do their own fundraising – bag 
packing or whatever – so that 
they’re raising the money 
themselves for their outings 
and trips.’

He added that the youth club 
was a great antidote to exces-
sive use of technology such as 
mobile phones. ‘We’ve only 
seen one child pick up a mobile 
phone in the whole time and 
that was only to charge it. To 
me, keeping the kids away 
from gadgets is brilliant,’ he 
said.

Donald John MacSween, gen-
eral manager of the trust, said: 
‘Point and Sandwick Trust is 
delighted that Sandwick YC 
has started up again, o� ering 
a range of youth-related ac-
tivities in excellent facilities at 
Sandwick Hall.

‘Sandy and his team have 
successfully reinvigorated the 
club and it is attracting an en-
couraging attendance of young 
people on a weekly basis. � e 
club will go from strength to 
strength with such  committed 
support from the community, 
and PST are so committed to 
helping the club prosper.’

Youngsters enjoying games at the youth club and musical instruments are also available. Photographs: Sandie Maciver/SandiePhotos

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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SNP has let us down on 
superfast broadband
During my period as MP for Argyll and Bute, 
I campaigned to bring superfast broadband 
to the area and was successful in obtaining 
government money to support this.

Recent years have been very frustrating 
watching the SNP government fail to follow 
up on this good work. In its 2016 manifesto, 
the SNP promised to ‘deliver superfast broad-
band to 100 per cent of premises in Scotland 
by 2021’.

� ree years on, hardly any progress has been 
made. In Holyrood recently, the SNP minister 
responsible for delivering this promise admit-
ted it would be ‘challenging’ to deliver it. � e 
reality is that the SNP still has not awarded the 
contracts and its promise cannot now be kept.

As a result, many rural homes and busi-
nesses in Argyll and Bute have been le�  
behind in the race to improve access to online 
services and technology, with some house-
holds barely able to get internet speeds of one 
megabit-per-second.

If I am re-elected to parliament, I will pick 
up where I le�  o�  and campaign relentlessly to 
bring superfast broadband to all premises in 
Argyll and Bute.

Alan Reid, 
Liberal Democrat candidate for 
Argyll and Bute.

Action is needed to protect 
The Royal Way
May I through your newspaper draw people’s 
attention to a matter of considerable impor-
tance and urgency.

I refer to   a threat to the ancient right of 
way that follows the route of least gradient 
from Tarbert Harbour to Tarbert Castle. � e 
old people called this route � e Royal Way. It 
runs through Kings Way, where Bruce’s Brig 
crossed Black’s Burn, past Tarbert Academy, 
through Baluachrach to approach the western 
walls of Tarbert Castle.

Why it was given its name is obvious and, 
though not documented, it is likely that 
Kenneth MacAlpine himself travelled it.

� is is an invaluable cultural asset both 
locally and nationally but its continued ex-
istence is now under threat from a planning 
application which, if granted, will close a short 
section of � e Royal Way to the public.

� e planning application was advertised  

on September 20 under the case reference 
19/01854/PP (retrospective) but appears, from 
the representation made on it to date, to have 
attracted little attention.

Local authorities have a duty under section 
13 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 to 
‘assert, protect and keep open and free from 
obstruction’ rights of way but inexplicably our 
council has never included � e Royal Way 
in its Register of Core Paths thus leaving it 
vulnerable to threats of closure.

However, if enough people, including the 

many who have walked � e Royal Way and 
particularly the stretch between the Tarbert 
Academy area and Tarbert Castle, are pre-
pared to demand its protection and, if able, 
to give testimony that they did walk it ‘openly 
and peaceably’ (even if only once in their lives) 
� e Royal Way’s future can be secured.

People should also bear in mind that the 
threatened section of � e Royal Way is shown 
on Ordnance Survey maps, title deeds plans, 
planning application plans and Land Registry 
plans. It is shown clearly on the ground as a 

� ere is a genuine conundrum facing 
councillors with regard to the construc-
tion of 37 new social housing units at 
Upper Achintore.

As we report this week, Highland 
Council has defended the decision to cut 
down more than 30 mature native trees as 
part of the development.

Unsurprisingly, many people are upset 
at the idea of so many mature trees being 
removed, citing, quite justi� ably, the 
climate change emergency that has been 
declared and which has rightly been 
accepted by most people.

However, there is also an indisputable 
need for much more social housing, 
particularly in remote and rural areas if 
local economies are to prosper.

Highland Council has argued that the 
trees scheduled for removal are either in 
poor condition or are trees of low quality.

Furthermore, the local authority 
stressed that it has approved landscaping 
that will include the planting of 81 
standard-sized broadleaved trees, 21 
conifers, 227 hedge plants and 472 shrubs 
as part of the development. Making this 
decision is thankless but we believe the 
council is right.

Removal of trees 
issue is a di�  cult 
one to resolve

Posturing from Trump 
could have big impact
� e decision by the United States to 
add a whopping 25 per cent in tari� s on 
Scottish malt whisky is typical Donald 
Trump belligerence as he continues his 
feud with the European Union.

However, the reality is that such a move 
could have a serious impact on output 
from distilleries across Lochaber and 
Skye.

We must hope that President Trump is 
displaying merely aggressive posturing.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week.  If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, or to our o�  ce in 
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Plockton and Kyle Free Church held 
an Italian and quiz evening in Kyle 
Church hall on September 21, when  
a large crowd enjoyed the evening 
and £700 was raised to be split 
between Kyleakin Connections and 
Lochalsh Leisure Centre.
 Recent deaths with connections 

to Plockton include Alison Fraser 
in Edinburgh; Margaret Macrae in 
Aberdeen; Ian Love in Glasgow; and 
Norma Dickinson in Edinburgh. 
Hamish Matheson recently died in 
Kyle aged 90.
 Plockton and District 

Horticultural and Arts and Cra� s 
Society held an evening talk in 
Plockton Hall on September 25. It 
was given by Sue Pomeroy and was 
entitled � e Passion of a Garden 
Tour Guide.
 Plockton and District Com-

munity Council met recently in 
Plockton Hall.  Among the items dis-
cussed were the continuing absence 
of white lines on Plockton roads; the 
return of the free-roaming cows to 
the village, which has caused anger 
from residents and has still not been 
resolved (the community council 
is to meet with the cro� ers and the 
National Trust for Scotland to dis-
cuss the problem); no grass cutting 
has been done in the village this 
summer; parking on Harbour Street 
is still a problem, especially with the 
increase of camper van numbers, 
with the only solution being an 
extension to the existing car park; 
a donation of £250 was agreed in 
principle to the village play park; the 
telephone kiosk at Plockton High 
School is being removed by BT – the 
community council decided not to 
object; and the present council had 
its � nal meeting on Monday, a� er 
which all the members stood down.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan has welcomed the impact of 
Warmer Homes Scotland on fuel 
poor households in his constituency.

More than 350 households in Dr 
Allan’s constituency of Na h-Eile-

anan an Iar have bene� ted from the 
scheme’s help since it was launched 
in 2015, each of them saving more 
than £300 on their energy bills per 
year. � e £224 million Warmer 
Homes Scotland scheme provides 
a step-by-step service to help 

make homes warmer and more 
comfortable. Assistance can include 
installing new and e�  cient boilers, 
� tting new radiators, insulating 
lo� s or even working with partners 
to install gas mains to make heating 
homes in hard to reach areas more 

a� ordable. All work is carried out 
by registered and accredited local 
sub-contractors, which work to 
rigorous quality standards across 
the country.

Warmworks is the managing agent 
of Warmer Homes Scotland and re-
ceives referrals to the scheme from 
Home Energy Scotland.

� e work undertaken in Dr Allan’s 
constituency relies on the support 
of agencies such as Tighean Innse 
Gall, which works closely with 
Warmworks and plays an impor-
tant part in referring people to the 
scheme for help to heat their homes 
more a� ordably.

Dr Allan said that, for too many 
families, living in fuel poverty was a 
harsh reality and it was great to know 
they were now living in warmer 
homes with reduced fuel bills.

‘I would encourage others to check 
if they are eligible to receive help 
under the scheme, as improvements 
could make a signi� cant di� erence 
this winter and for years to come,’ 
he said.  ‘I am also delighted that our 
community-led scheme, delivered 
by Tighean Innse Gall, on behalf of 
CnES and the Scottish Government, 
has led to even greater help.

‘Most MSPs do not have such a 
wonderful scheme in their constit-
uency, and I am proud of the work 
done here. I also note TIG refers 
more people to the national scheme 

than anywhere else in Scotland – a 
real achievement.’

Stewart Wilson, Tighean Innse 
Gall’s chief executive, added: ‘It is 
great that Alasdair is so supportive 
of action to tackle fuel poverty. At 
our AGM just the other night, he 
showed considerable support for our 
partnership working.

‘It’s great to know that by working 
together there is help for folk in need, 
both from the national scheme and 
from the local, trusted and for the 
community Tighean Innse Gall.’ 

Morvern Community Development 
Company announced the results of 
the public art competition during 
the company’s recent 20th anniver-
sary celebrations.

� e winner was Burach Choir 
with Standing Stones, with second 
prize going to Krijn Hamelink with 
Antler Seats and third prize taken 
by Rachel Bolton with the Morvern 
Arch. Special mention goes to young 
Isla Mackechnie, who was the only 
primary school child who submitted 
a fantastic idea for the competition.

� ings now move to stage two 
of the competition and organisers 
will work with all three � nalists as 
the � nished piece of public art is 
envisaged to consist of elements of 
all three ideas above.

� e newly completed docu-
mentary   � lm, � e Last Ferries 
of Ballachulish, will be given a 
special preview, appropriately, 
in Ballachulish village hall, on 
Saturday October 19 at 7pm.

� e � lm has been made by 
Edinburgh � lm-maker Graham 
Kitchener , who also runs the cap-
ital’s Film Academy Edinburgh, 
teaching young people  aged from 
nine to 18 how to make movies.

Mr Kitchener explained to the 
Lochaber Times how the � lm 
came about: ‘As a wee boy of nine 
in the early 1970s, I used to live in 
South Ballachulish.

‘Back then, the only way to cross 
the narrow strait of water, to 
travel onwards to Fort William, 
was by turntable ferry, a unique 
concept to Scotland, and with 
only one remaining in the world, 
still operating up at Glenelg.

‘� e happiest days of my child-
hood were spent on and around 
the three ferries of the early 
1970s: the Glenachulish, the Glen 
Loy and the Glen Duror.

‘So I returned to � nd out what 
happened to them a� er the bridge 
was opened in 1975.

‘� e quest has taken me three 
years and, as well as the detective 
hunt for the ferries, the � lm 
captures the essence of the turn-
table ferry, an intrinsic part of 
Scotland’s cultural and historical 
heritage.’

Mr Kitchener is hoping his 
37-minute � lm will get an o�  cial 
premier at a documentary festival 
in the near future.

Entry to the preview screening 
in Ballachulish will be free but do-
nations towards the Glenachulish 
Ferry at Glenelg will be gratefully 
received.

Ballachulish preview of 
� lm about historic ferries

PLOCKTON AND KYLE

WESTERN ISLES

MORVERN
Ballachulish ferry from August 1959.

Voluntary Action Lochaber had a busy day at its Macmillan Cancer 
Support co� ee morning recently with home baking, hot drinks and a 
steady � ow of people at its Claggan base in Fort William. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos
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Sta�  of the Clan 
MacDu�  Hotel 
in Fort William 
and owners, 
the Fyfe 
family, � lled the 
hotel’s dining 
room with 
people to enjoy 
wonderful cake 
creations at 
a Macmillan 
Cancer Support 
co� ee morning 
recently. 
Combined with 
the huge ra�  e, 
a total of £1,100 
was raised for 
the charity in 
just a few hours. 
Picture Iain Ferguson, 

alba.photos

Lochaber dancers put best foot forward
Dancers from Lochaber were among 
a party from the the Jane Douglas 
School of Dance who enjoyed an 
international summer with trips to 
France and Germany.

� e group was invited to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of Kevrenn Bro 

Longunec’h (Breton Pipe Band) in 
Brittany. � e dance school has had 
long music, dance and Gaelic cultural 
links with its Celtic cousins from the 
band and the Breton language school 
in Vannes, over the past 14 years.

� ey had a fabulous exchange of 

culture, dance and song with Basque 
dancers from Bilbao, the pipe band 
and Breton dancers.

� e group gave an outdoor display 
during the French heatwave and per-
formed at a gala concert with music 
and dance groups from across Brittany.

Ferguson Transport and Shipping won the overall Highland Business 
of the Year accolade.

Ferguson wins Highland 
Business of the Year title
� e Corpach-headquartered Fer-
guson Transport and Shipping 
has been named overall Highland 
Business of the Year with its group 
managing director, Alasdair 
Ferguson, also winning the Business 
Leader of the Year title at this year’s 
Highland Business Awards.

Part of the seventh Highland 
Business Week, the awards an-
nounced in Inverness on Friday 
recognise and celebrate the achieve-
ments of businesses and individuals 
throughout the region.

Ferguson Transport and Shipping 
had been shortlisted in three cate-
gories with the company taking the 
overall Highland Business of the 
Year title, selected from the category 
winners.

� is year is a landmark year for 
Ferguson Transport and Shipping, 
particularly as in June the company 
reached the milestone celebration of 
60 years in business.

A family business founded in 1959, 
the company has grown to become 
one of the largest independent 
logistic companies in the Highlands 
and islands.

In a statement, the company said 

Mr Ferguson, together with his 
fellow   directors and the ‘Ferguson 
team as a whole’, were delighted to 
receive the awards and were grateful 
for all the kind messages of support 
received.

Mr Ferguson added: ‘It is a great 
achievement for us as a business, 
family and team and a testimony 
to our hardworking, dedicated sta�  
who have played a major part in the 
growth and continuous develop-
ment of our business.

‘Reaching our 60th year is a huge 
milestone for us and these awards 
have been the icing on the cake.’

Alasdair Ferguson.
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Lochaber club lotteries

TEN-PIN BOWLING

LOTTERY NUMBERS

WOMEN’S SHINTY

Ardnamurchan Ladies South 2 team lifted the league 
cup after a fantastic season, �nishing four points clear at 
the top of the table.

Although a  young squad this year, with the average 
age just 14, they have been consistent and dedicated 
and have continued to strengthen throughout the 
season. The total squad of 16 players, some not 
pictured, have shown excellent skill, determination and 
fantastic linking play leading to some impressive wins.

The team captain is Hannah MacDonald, vice-captain 
Niamh MacLellan; coach Lyndsay Bradley and they are 
sponsored by Strontian Stores.

Ardnamuchan Ladies 
are league champions

Ardnamurchan Ladies. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan

Caol Community Centre Bingo Club lotto numbers for 
October 6 were 11, 12, 13. There were no winners so the 
next jackpot is £200.

Caol Regeneration Lotto numbers for October 3 were 
3, 5, 20. There were no winners. The next draw is today 
(October 10) with the jackpot £500.

Fort William Golf Club Lotto numbers on October 3 
were 12, 16 and 20. There were no winners so £800 is 
available for the draw today.

BOWLS

D MacIntyre balloted pairs
With rain cancelling �ve 
attempts to play the D 
MacIntyre balloted pairs, 
the competition �nally took 
place at the Railway Bowling 
Green in Inverlochy last week 
to become the last game of 
the season. �e daughters of 
Dochie,  Marion , third from 

New camans for Glengarry
SHINTY

right, and Rosemary, fourth 
from right, made the pres-
entation in memory of their 
father, who was a well-known 
bowler, to the winners, Lyn 
Donald and Peter Black, with 
runners up Gus Fraser, le�, 
and Robert Hunter. 

Photograph: Anthony MacMillan 
Photography.

Blacksheep Hotels spon-
sored 12 new camans for 
Glemngarry Shinty Club, 
which were handed over 
at Saturday’s game against 
Newtonmore.

Saket Gupta from the com-
pany, which operates Rokeby 
Manor hotel at Invergarry, 

was on hand to make the 
presentation.

Mr Gupta told the 
Lochaber Times that 
Blacksheep Hotels was com-
mitted to working with and 
supporting the community. 

‘�is is our small contribu-
tion,’ he added.

Saket Gupta with the Glengarry shinty team and their new 
camans. Photographs: Glengarry Shinty Club

Inverlochy’s trophy haul

SCHOOL SHINTY

The Inverlochy primary shinty team with their trophy 
haul. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Inverlochy primary shinty team showed o� their trophy 
haul from last season and which the youngsters have 
already added to this season by recently scooping the 
Kingussie Sixes trophy for the third year in a row.

Proud coach Robert MacMillan said: ‘The team went 
the entire year losing only one game in all competitions 
scoring 140-plus goals and conceding only 15. We won 
the Mackay Cup for the second year running, matching 
the last Inverlochy team to win it in 1964 and 1965; I am 
con�dent we can go one step better and make it three in 
a row. Thanks also to Donnie Robertson joinery and Ian 
Stewart �sh sales for kind donations towards equipment.

‘They are a fantastic bunch of kids who give their all 
and play exactly as asked of them. Here’s to another 
successful year ahead having started by already securing 
the Kingussie Sixes trophy for the third season in a row.’

Ten pin bowling 
league appeal
If anyone fancies themselves 
an alley cat and has a Monday 
evening spare then the Ten 
Pin Bowling League at the 
Nevis Centre would love to 
see them there.

Taking over the Nevis 
Centre on Monday nights 
from November 4, the league 
can have a maximum of 16 
teams of four players each 
Monday.

Organiser and member of 
the reigning champions, the 
Alley Cats, John Weller said: 
‘We are encouraging anyone 
to come along and join in 
the fun on these cold winter 
nights we have ahead.

‘If you want to join but do 
not have a team then come 
along to our registration and 
practise events on October 21 
and 28. We can add you to a 
team and those with more 
than four bowlers are able to 
rotate out every week. �is is 
good for groups that might 
not be able to guarantee the 

same four bowlers every 
week.’

�e league will run for 
around 14 weeks on every 

Monday night and teams will 
play two games against the 
same opponent with a maxi-
mum of �ve points to gain on 
the night.

Less experienced teams will 
get a handicap so there is still 
a chance to win if anyone is 
not a seasoned bowler.

A team will get two points 
for winning a game and an 
extra point will be awarded 
depending on the pin 
di�erence.

‘�ere is a good bit of 
friendly competition between 
teams, but no-one takes it 
too seriously,’ continued Mr 
Weller. ‘It’s a great way to 
meet new people and have 

The league is inclusive to anyone who wants to join, from �rst timers to experienced 
bowlers and everyone in between.

a bit of fun on a Monday. 
�ere are even some prizes 
on o�er, courtesy of Lochaber 
Building Supplies.’

Cash prizes are yet to be 
determined but teams down 
to fourth place will get a cut 
with a trophy going to the 
winners of the league.

Players can register a 
team with the league before 
November 4 and it costs £20 
per team registered with a 
charge of £6 per league night 
played. Or turn up to one of 
the registration nights with 
a team or give John Weller a 
call on 07710 940917.

Saket Gupta of Blacksheep Hotels  hands over one of the 
camans to  Glengarry  captain Rhuairudh MacDonald.
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RUGBYLochaber  38
Isle of Mull 19

West Region Division 3

South Lochaber Thistle   2
Kirkcaldy YMCA                5

Scotish Amateur Cup

Lochaber put 
Mull to the sword
Lochaber welcomed a 
depleted Isle of Mull side to 
their ground at Banavie on 
Saturday for the Tennent’s 
West Region League Division 
3 clash.

Penalties
But it was Mull that started 

the better of the two teams 

Conor Taylor battles his way through tackles from the Mull defenders. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

scoring two penalties in 
relatively quick succession to 
go 0-6 up.

However, the home side did 
not let themselves get rattled 
and stuck to their game plan, 
with that paying dividends 
as the next time the score-
board ticked over it was for 
a Lochaber try from Edward 
Murray John.

A� er this, Lochaber started 
to make their numerical 
advantage pay with further 

scores from Taylor, Wilson 
and Murray. 

Lochaber were comfortable 
at half time but in the second 
half took their foot o�  the gas 
and seemed to let Mull back 
into the game.

Tries
However, the home side 

scored a further two tries 
through Taylor and Edward 
Murray John while Jonathan 
McCook added four conver-
sions to make it 38-19 and 

vanquish any thoughts of a 
Mull � ght-back. Although 
not a totally convincing 
performance from the hosts, 
it was still good to take � ve 
points from Mull who are 
going well in the league.

Lochaber welcome 
Hyndland RFC to Banavie 
this Saturday with kick-o�  at 
3pm.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 3, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 04.06 3.1 10.06 1.4 
 16.02 3.6 22.31 1.4
Fri 04.22 3.4 10.43 1.2 
 16.34 3.8 23.00 1.2
Sat 04.50 3.6 11.15 1.0 
 17.06 4.0 23.28 1.1
Sun 05.21 3.8 11.45 1.0 
 17.39 4.1 23.58 1.0
Mon 05.51 3.9 12.13 0.9 
 18.10 4.1  **.** 4.1
Tues 00.28 0.9 06.18 4.0 
 12.41 1.0 18.38 4.1
Wed 00.57 0.9 06.42 3.9 
 13.07 1.1 19.05 4.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 13ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
8ºC to 12ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

15

13

12

No fun for SLT at the YMCA

South Lochaber � istle 
crashed out of the Scottish 
Cup in the second round 
a� er a 5-2 defeat at home to 
the young men of Kirkcaldy 
YMCA.

� e Jags took the lead 
a� er only four minutes with 
tenacious striker Danny 
Mackintosh surging forward 
to score with an assist from 
Lewis Campbell.

However, the Kinlochleven 
out� t were caught � at footed 
in response to a ball over the 
top and the visitors equalised 
within the minute.

SLT did not help themselves 
with two further defensive 
slips costing the side dearly 

as they were clinically pun-
ished and le�  3-1 down at 
half time.

A� er a thorough talking 
to from the coaching sta�  at 
half time, the Jags were much 
improved in the second half 
and veteran mid� elder Dave 
Forbes drew a good save 
from the YMCA keeper.

However, as the Jags pushed 
on, Kirkcaldy whipped in a 

free kick to secure a fourth 
before SLT failed to defend a 
short corner and combative 
mid� elder Cameron Grant 
was unlucky to divert the 
ball into the net for a � � h.

As the match dwindled, 
skipper Martin Munro 
slotted home a consolation to 
leave the � nal score 5-2.

Manager Alan Gray said: 
‘Overall, we were thoroughly 

outplayed today. It was a 
bad day at the o�  ce and 
Kirkcaldy caught us cold. 

‘We need to be much better: 
with our professionalism, 
our � tness, our team work 
and our support of each oth-
er if we are going to achieve 
our potential this season.’

The South Lochaber Thistle squad in happier times.

FOOTBALL



SPORT

Published by Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HD. Tel: 01631 568000 and printed by DC Thomson, 80 Kingsway East, Dundee. Registered at the Post o�  ce as a newspaper.

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Lochaber 
put Mull to 
the sword

No fun for 
SLT at the 
YMCA

Brave Fort William battle 
all the way against Turriff

Ross Gunn puts away one of his brace for Fort in a superb all-round display from the player against Turri� . 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Fort William              3
Turri�  United            5

Highland League

� ere was plenty for both 
sets of fans to cheer about in 
this Highland League clash 
at Claggan Park on Saturday, 
with some exciting football 
being played by both teams.

Turri�  was � rst to get the 
scoreboard ticking over 
thanks to a calmly taken  
Michael Ewan penalty in the 
10th minute which sent Fort 
keeper Martin Mackinnon 
the wrong way.

But the home side did not let 

the early penalty rattle them 
and kept playing good foot-
ball with the pressure � nally 
paying o�  10 minutes later 
a� er Ross Gunn delivered a 
superb corner e� ort that was 
met by the head of Gabriel 
Hastings to make it 1-1.

� e 24th minute and Turri�  
went 1-2 ahead thanks to 
Ethan Smith heading home 
from a corner.

Gunn, who played superbly 
for the entire 90 minutes, 
clawed one back in the 27th 
minute, hitting the equaliser 
from the edge of the box to 
make it 2-2.

And it was than Gunn again 

nine minutes later when he 
found the net for a second 
time a� er Iain Maclellan 
played the ball across the box 
and Gunn blasted it home to 
make it 3-2.

Fort nearly went two up 
just before half time but Jack 
Brown had his e� ort in the 
39th minute denied.

� e visitors denied Fort the 
chance to go into the half-
time break in the lead when 
they equalised in the 44th 
minute with a cracker from 
Robert Ward.

� at made the half-time 
score 3-3 and there was a 
great atmopshere as the teams 

settled down to business a� er 
the restart.

� e 47th minute saw Turri�  
take the lead at 3-4 and the 
scoreline looked set to remain 
that way until the last 20 
minutes when Fort had sev-
eral chances to tie the score. 
Unfortunately they were 
denied by fantastic work from 
the visitors’ keeper.

In the 80th minute Turri�  
stretched their lead to make 
it 3-5 but the Fort players 
refused to quit. However, the 
home side was unable to con-
vert the pressure into further 
goals with the best chance 
coming in the 81st minute, 

only for the ball to glance o�  
the Turri�  crossbar.

� e Fort players and o�  cials 
will have been disappointed 
not to come away with a win 
from this match but their 
many fans took heart from 
the committed display on 
show.

In the crowd were Fort 
fans who had travelled from 
as far a� eld as Essex and 
Derbyshire.

Steve Buscall posted: ‘We 
were in the crowd all the way 
from Essex. What a great � rst 
half display and so unlucky 
in the second. Have to say 
the Turri�  keeper was the 

di� erence in the end. Great 
experience being there.’

While Meryl Fears added: 
‘We had a fab time. Came up 
from Derbyshire. Hold your 
heads up high lads, you are 
doing great.’

Fort were due to take to the 
road for their league match 
against Forres Mechanics 
last night (Wednesday) and 
will welcome bottom-placed 
Lossiemouth this Saturday.

Fort’s Roddy Kennedy outpaces Turri�  United’s Cameron 
Bowden during last Saturday’s match at Claggan.
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