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� e man charged with 
murder in Oban last week 
has now been reported to 
the procurator � scal in 
connection with the death 
of a second man in Columba 
Court, Dunollie.

Police Scotland said this 
week they can con� rm a 
32-year-old man will be 
reported  in connection with 
the death of John White, 75, 
who was found within a � at 
in Columba Court, Oban, 
around 8pm on Monday  
October 1.

Oskars Rancevs has already 
appeared at Dumbarton 
Sheri�  Court, on Tuesday 
October 2, in connection 
with the death of 73-year-old 
Martyn Smith, who died 
following an incident at 
Columba Court on Monday 
October 1.

Police have renewed their 
appeal for witnesses a� er a 
woman was knocked down at 
the Railway Pier in Oban last 
week.

� e woman was  airli� ed to 
hospital and is understood to 
still be receiving treatment.

CCTV camera footage show 
the incident happened at about 
7.19am on October 3.

Anyone with information 
should call Oban Police on 101.

SWAMPED

� e weather wreaked havoc in Oban 
this week as cars were stranded and 
submerged in water, roads were 
closed and at least one house had its 
contents destroyed.

On Tuesday, just days a� er 
repainting their living room, an 
Oban couple had to wear welly 
boots in their home as nine inches of 

water covered their house. Hugh and 
Kathleen Carmichael live on Soroba 
Road, Oban, adjacent to the Black 
Lynn, and when the burn over� owed 
on Tuesday morning, the water 
rushed straight into their home.

In some places, the water was 
higher than plug sockets.

Speaking to � e Oban Times, 
Hugh, who su� ers from  arthritis, 
said: ‘We have not been to bed. We 
have been up watching the burn, 

we have been out the back about 30 
times trying to get the pumps going.

‘But as soon as the burn burst, 
that was it. I saw the water coming 
towards us. I could hear the gargle 
and there was not a thing I could do 
about it.

‘� e council know about it, they 
have been told. � is is the sixth 
time, but it is the worst. I don’t think 
the insurance will cover it – it’s 
happened too many times. I am just 

a bit disgusted by the way we have 
been treated. I don’t understand how 
I have been complaining for so many 
years and warning the council that 
this is happening and they still have 
not cleaned the burn and built a high 
wall.’

Hugh built his own wall 12 years 
ago in a bid to keep the water out, 
but ‘it just goes underneath’, he said.

‘What if we were sleeping and

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page two

Man reported 
over second 
Oban death

Enquiry ongoing
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Man denies 
peeping 
accusation
A man has denied peeking into 
a neighbour’s bedroom, a�er 
she videoed him ‘squatting’ 
in the undergrowth for 20 
minutes, a trial at Oban Sheri� 
Court has heard.

Martin Scott, 38, of 6 
Longsdale Crescent, Oban, 
pleaded not guilty to placing a 
female neighbour in a state of 
fear and alarm on March 27 
this year, by concealing himself 
in the undergrowth outside her 
home, looking in her bedroom 
and, on being seen, crawling 
away on his hands and knees.

‘My cat was acting strangely,’ 
the woman told Oban Sheri� 
Court on Monday October 
8 speaking through an 
interpreter.

‘My cat was looking like it was 
going to pounce on something 
that it had seen outside the win-
dow. �en, when I moved my-
self closer to see from the cat’s 
perspective, I saw something.

‘�ere was somebody sitting 

in the bushes and their face was 
covered. �ey were moving all 
the time. �ey were squatting 
and they were trying to look in-
side. I even saw their face before 
they realised I was recording 
them. Around 20 minutes I was 
recording it.’ 

�e court was then shown the 
footage.

‘I was scared,’ she said. ‘�e 
�rst person I tried to call was 
Martin Scott, because he was 
my neighbour. He was the �rst 
person that I could contact 
quickly. He is always home.’

‘Did he answer his phone?’ 
procurator �scal Eoin McGinty 
asked.

‘No,’ she replied, ‘I called 
three times.’ She then called her 
partner, who came across town 
with a friend to the back of the 
house and spoke to the person.

‘When I shouted, “Who are 
you, what are you doing here?”, 
he said, “I am just going out for 
a walk.” I said this is strange, 

what are you doing here? He 
then responded, “It is me, 
Martin”.’

Mr McGinty inquired: ‘If we 
hear Martin Scott was looking 
for skulls, was there anything 
to suggest he was looking for 
skulls?’

�e woman replied: ‘He was 
sitting in the same spot all 
the time and he was peeking 
through the bushes.’

Scott’s defence agent Laura 
McManus asked: ‘Perhaps Mr 
Scott was tying his boot, �xing 
his laces. Would you agree with 
that?’

‘No,’ she replied.
�e woman’s partner told the 

court: ‘�eir face was covered. 
�ey were wearing a hat as well. 
A�er speaking to the person, 
he stated his name. I said it was 
very strange he was there. [He 
said] that he was just out for a 
walk.’ 

�e case continues on 
November 7.

Oban under water as floods strike
Hugh Carmichael’s house was badly inundated by the �ood water.

Fire�ghters work to pump out Hugh’s home.

Cars were ruined as the Black Lynn burst its banks.

came down and went over an 
electric plug. We would be dead. 
It’s a health hazard and very 
dangerous.’

�e last time their home was 
�ooded, it took four to �ve weeks 
and £18,000 to �x the damage.

‘It will be a lot more than that 
now,’ Hugh said. ‘Every time 
there’s heavy rain I am scared 
sti� and I can’t sleep. It’s a fear all 
the time. It’s soul destroying.

‘�ey are going to say this is 
extreme weather. If the burn 
was done right the water would 

run down the path, away. I don’t 
see why in this day and age 
someone should have to live in 
this condition.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘�e stand-
ing water is caused by the excep-
tional amount of rain recently, 
augmented by higher tides than 
usual and the strength of the 
wind backing up the Black Lynn 
towards the �ooded area. �ere 
are pumps in the area which will 
cope with reasonable quantities 
of water but not the volume 
of water we have experienced 

recently. We are looking at what 
we can do for �ood alleviation 
as there is no obvious solution, 
given the coastal location and 
low lying land.’

Cars also fell victim to the 
adverse weather. Jamie MacLeod 
from Uist le� his Ford Fiesta 
in Lochavullin car park on 
Monday before heading to Mull 
for the night.

He woke up on Monday morn-
ing inundated with messages 
from friends saying his car is all 
over social media, submerged in 
water.

Jamie, who is set to jet o� 
to  Majorca today (�ursday 
October 11) for a wedding, got 
the next ferry to Oban to try to 
retrieve his passport and kilt.

�e ‘devastated’ 29-year-old, 
who le� everything in his car, 
said: ‘I spent three hours just 
standing in the rain just looking 
at my car hoping the water 
would go down.’

In the end, Jamie, who was 
unable to wade into the water 
due to upli�ed manhole covers, 
had to book a hotel in Oban and 
wait for the water to recede.

Continued from page one.
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The Friends of Oban Hospice raised more than £1,200 at their bingo night.

Bingo night raises cash for Oban Hospice
� e Friends of Oban 
Hospice, the fundraising 
arm of the Oban Hospice 
movement, based at the 
Dove Centre in Stevenson 
Street, held a bingo 
night last Saturday at the 
Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls which proved a huge 
success with £1,240 being 
raised net of prize money.

� e evening was marked 
by much laughter and good 
humour with the large 
audience reacting to bingo 
caller Harry MacMaster’s 

banter, who was in superb 
form.

� e Friends chairman, 
Iain MacIntyre, in his 
address to the audience 
paid tribute to the ongoing 
support and generosity of 
the local community for the 
hospice movement along 
with the work done by his 
committee, singling out 
Carol Bain and David Evans 
who initiated and organised 
the idea of a bingo night.

� e general feeling among 
committee members and 

the audience was that the 
Friends should make the 
bingo night a regular event 
and, on the evidence of last 
Saturday, which was en-
joyed by all concerned, Iain 
said: ‘Over to you, Carol 
and David.’

Iain, in his � nal remarks, 
expressed gratitude to those 
who had contributed prizes 
to the ra�  e: BID4Oban, 
Amore, Me, Myself and 
I, Homebase, Highland 
Fasteners, Craigard Decor 
and Nigel and Hazel Evans.

POLICE FILES 
� Between 6pm on Wednesday 
October 3 and 8.20am on 
Thursday October 4, in Airds 
Crescent, Oban, two black 
plastic De Walt Tool Kits 
containing a variety of tools 
engraved with the initials ‘GS’ 
were stolen from a van.

� At about 9.30pm on Wednes-
day October 3, in Longsdale 
Crescent, Oban, a man aged 63 
behaved in an abusive manner. 
The man was arrested, charged, 
held for court and a report was 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� On the afternoon of 
Friday October 5, on the A85 in 
Taynuilt, a woman aged 21 was 
driving at excessive speed and 
had defective brakes on her car. 
A man aged 36 was also caught 
allegedly driving at excessive 
speed and not wearing his seat 
belt. Both were charged and 
reports will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

� Between 5pm on Friday 
October 5 and 8am on Saturday 
October 6, the Corachie 
Clematis Garden Centre at 
Bridge of Awe was subjected to 
a break-in where cash and other 
items were stolen.

� Between 5pm on Friday 
October 5 and 8am on Saturday 
October 6, the Inverawe 
Fisheries Shop and the 
Smokehouse were broken 
into and a large quantity of 
pre-packed � sh, cash and other 
items were stolen.

� At about 11.30pm on Saturday 
October 6, in Ellenabeich on the 
Isle of Seil, a 19-year-old man 
behaved in an abusive manner 
and assaulted another man. 
Police arrested and charged 
the man and a report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.

� At about 2.15am on Sunday 
October 7, in George Street, 
Oban, a 23-year-old man as-
saulted another man. Police 
arrested and charged the man, 
who was also allegedly found 
in possession of cocaine. The 
man was held for court and a 
report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

� If any member of the public 
has information in relation to 
the above, or to any incident, 
they can contact police on 
101, or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

‘Walter Mitty’ lied 
about having cancer 
A man who pretended to be a 
� reman to get a date and then 
turned up at a � re station 
claiming to have cancer to get 
a photo of himself in uniform 
has escaped a jail sentence.

Philip Walsh, 49, of 45 
Rainford Road, Billinge, 
Wigan, pleaded guilty to 
causing his ex-partner fear 
and alarm between June 27 
and August 22 this year by 
repeatedly contacting her 
a� er being told not to do so, 
sending her gi� s, giving her 
false information about his 
employment and health, and 
travelling to Oban to see her.

� e two began talking on 
an internet site, procurator 
� scal Eoin McGinty told Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Tuesday 
(October 9). 

‘He said he was a � reman. 
� ey met up. � ey began a 
long-distance relationship.

‘� e complainer became 
suspicious that she did not 
know anything about his 
background, and had seen 

no photographs of him in his 
uniform. He had intimated 
the � re station he worked at. 

‘She contacted them. � ey 
had not heard of him. She 
confronted him. 

‘He said he had not worked 
there recently. During that 
telephone call, he became 
aggressive. She did not want 
further contact.

‘He called her repeatedly. 

He got a new number every 
time. � ere were 300 separate 
communications.

‘He forwarded to her photos 
of him receiving a long-ser-
vice � re service medal. A 
particular medal had been 
discontinued in 1954.

‘He sent further photo-
graphs of him in a � re station 
in a � re service uniform.’

Subsequently she learned, 

Mr McGinty said, that a man 
had arrived at the � re station 
‘stating he had terminal 
cancer, he had three months 
to live, and one of his dying 
wishes was to dress as a � re-
man and get a photo taken’.

Defence agent Edward 
� ornton said: ‘He has never 
been in trouble before. � is 
shows the Walter Mitty situa-
tion he got himself involved in.

‘It was a dating website. 
He had never expected to be 
in this relationship. He got 
himself trapped in a web of 
lies and deceits. He could not 
cope with the breakdown of 
it. Mr Walsh now accepts the 
relationship is at an end.’

Sheri�  John Herald told 
Walsh: ‘Your behaviour quite 
clearly merits a custodial 
sentence. � e anxiety you 
caused the complainer cannot 
be estimated.’

He imposed a community 
payback order of 150 hours of 
unpaid work, and a supervi-
sion order for two years.

Philip Walsh also lied about being a � re� ghter.
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Sustrans to � ll in missing links on cycle route
Work on the missing Sustrans 
link at Ledaig should be � n-
ished by the end of this year.

Ardchattan community 
councillors meeting on 
� ursday heard the work is 
due to start later this month 
now that the contract has 
been awarded to McGowan.

A three-metre corridor 
will be created and will pass 
through the nearby caravan 
site towards Benderloch as 
part of the national cycling 
network Route 78.

Parents whose children use 
the route to get to Lochnell 

Primary School are to be 
warned it might have to be 
temporarily shut while some 
of the work is carried out.

� e tender is also now com-
plete for the route’s Duror to 
Ballachulish link and that 
should be � nished by sum-
mer 2019.

New Sustrans employee Pat 
Douglas was at the meeting 
and introduced her 18-month 
post’s remit  to ‘drive up’ cycle 
tourism along the Route 78 
Caledonian Way. She said it 
was Sustran’s ‘� agship route’ 
and her work would include 

working with businesses and 
communities to make the 
most of having the route on 
their doorstep – and to let 
cyclists know what opportu-
nities exist in the area.

‘We’re hoping to have 
community-led events along 
the route, other spin-o� s 
and day rides o�  the route so 
people will stop and discover 
the area rather than just pass 
through. � ere’s huge poten-
tial for it,’ she said.

A new website for Route 78 
will be launched in the new 
year hosted by VisitScotland.

Campaigners 
wait for reply
Campaigners organising a 
critical meeting with road 
agencies are furious they 
are still waiting to hear if 
Transport Scotland will be 
attending.

Last month � e Oban Times 
reported  a near-miss  between 
a four-year-old boy and a car 
outside Lochnell Primary 
School at Benderloch.

� e incident stepped up a 
campaign spanning 15 years to 
get motorists to slow down.

So far, about 300 people have 
responded to an online survey 
about how the road could be 
made safer and a huge amount 
of feedback has come from 
motorists. All the data from 
the web survey at tinyurl.com/
lochnell will be passed on at 
the meeting on October 25 
with relevant authorities, in-
cluding police and councillors.

BEAR Scotland will be 

attending that meeting but 
there is still no con� rmation 
from Transport Scotland that 
it will be sending its own o�  -
cial, Ardchattan Community 
Council heard at its meeting 
on � ursday.

Community councillor 
Willie Barnett, who said 
he would be inviting MSP 
Michael Russell to be there, 
blasted Transport Scotland for 
not responding yet and for not 
taking any action sooner to 
keep children safe.

‘Tra�  c Scotland needs to be 
hauled over the coals for this,’ 
said Mr Barnett. ‘� ese people 
in authority are not taking this 
seriously.’

Vice-chairwoman of 
Lochnell school’s parent 
council and co-organiser of 
the safer crossing campaign 
Beth Davies said: ‘� ey did 
a survey one year ago, which 
showed people were speeding 
but they’re just sitting on it.’

Community councillor 

Breege Smyth asked Argyll and 
Bute councillors at last week’s 
meeting: ‘Is there any way the 
council can fund the money to 
put a lollipop person in place 
until we get this sorted?’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said it would be ‘very unlikely’ 
but added: ‘We can take it back 
to them. We will be surprised 
but happy if any money is 
released.’

Councillor Kieron Green 
said: ‘� e executive director 
is aware there’s a desire in the 
community for there to be 
a lollipop person but it’s not 
something that’s on the radar.’

� e suggestion of a lollipop 
person will now be put on 
the agenda for the   October 
meeting although some 
campaigners are concerned 
it would only be a temporary 
solution to a problem needing 
a permanent � x.

Representatives from Barcal-
dine Primary’s parent council 
are also to be invited to attend.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Kilninver primary tunes up for music lessons
Kilninver Primary School par-
ents and children are trying to 
raise £840 each term for music 
lessons for the children.

� ere is currently no music 
tuition provision in the schools 
budget, and a small number of 
instruments lie unused.

So far the children, with the 
help of parents, have produced 
a recipe book of sweet treats, 
staged a successful panto and 
are now organising a karaoke 
night in Kilmelford hall on 
October Friday 26.  � ey will 
also be washing cars for those 

attending the Kilmelford hall 
cra�  fair on Sunday November 
4 and doing a Burns-themed 
quiz on January 25.

With many former pupils 
from the school pursuing 
music either as a profession or 
as a serious hobby, the teachers 
and parents thought it was 
a shame the current crop of 
youngsters could not bene� t 
as their predecessors had from 
this important life skill and 
shared cultural heritage.

Louisa Llewellyn, of the 
school parent council, said: 

‘We only have 20 households 
in the school family so raising 
£840 each term is a tall order. 

‘We have been turned down 
for grants and other sources of 
funding but are busy applying 
for more and are very lucky 
to have had some tremendous 
support from local businesses 
in Oban, Kilmelford, Arduaine 
and Seil. 

‘Plus, we have had some 
heartfelt donations from indi-
viduals to our Just Giving page 
(search for Kilninver Primary 
School).’

The pupils from Rock� eld are designing Oilfast’s tankers. 17_T41_Rock� eld02

Daile Beattie, Oilfast’s area director, presented children with hi-vis vests. 17_T41_Rock� eld03

Pupils design tanker to win trip to safari park
Rock� eld Primary School 
pupils have designed an 
Oilfast tanker in a bid to win 
an educational trip to Blair 
Drummond Safari Park.

� e children will be going 
head to head with Caol 
Primary School as well as 
their fellow pupils in the 

competition, which is run by 
the heating oil supplier.

� e selected entry will win a 
trip for their whole class.

As well this, each child has 
been gi� ed an Oilfast hi-vis 
vest to help keep them safe 
when they walk to school.

Daile Beattie, who is 

Oilfast’s area director for 
Oban, said: ‘First and fore-
most, it’s about the health 
and safety – so they can wear 
it in the mornings.’

� e winning picture will 
be chosen by councillor for 
Oban South and the Isles, 
Roddy McCuish.
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Islay remembers Otranto
Islanders and descendants of 
American soldiers and British 
crewmen who died when HMS 
Otranto sank o�  Islay gathered 
to pay their respects on the 
centenary of the First World 
War’s worst convoy disaster.

Carrying American soldiers 
to � ght alongside the Allies, 
HMS Otranto sank on October 
6, 1918, near Machir Bay, on 
the west coast of the island, 
a� er a collision with HMS 
Kashmir.

Around 500 men – US 
soldiers and British crew 
members – were thrown into 
the water, of whom only 19 
survived. � e tragedy came 
just eight months a� er the 
SS Tuscania was torpedoed 
near the island, with around 
200 men perishing. On both 
occasions, the people of Islay 
rescued and cared for the 
survivors and buried the dead.

A day of commemoration was 
organised by the community 
to mark the centenary of the 
Otranto sinking, starting with 
a ceremony led by the Reverend 
Valerie Watson at 11.30am 
at the Commomwealth War 
Graves Commission cemetery 

at Kilchoman, where the 
Otranto dead were buried.

Although the US dead were 
later re-interred at American 
cemeteries, many of the British 
crew remain on Islay, includ-
ing Captain Ernest Davidson 
of the Otranto. His grandson, 
Nick Hide, who was in attend-
ance, said: ‘When you think 
what these Islay families went 
through having to bring those 
bodies ashore and bury them 
with dignity – it didn’t just 

happen over one day, but went 
on for weeks. It’s an amazing 
story and that’s what I think is 
remarkable about Islay.’

Lord George Robertson 
of Port Ellen, the Islay-born 
former UK Defence Minister 
and Secretary General of 
NATO, also paid tribute to the 
islanders who did so much for 
the survivors. Lord Robertson 
is the grandson of Malcolm 
MacNeill, the police sergeant, 
who led the e� orts.

He said: ‘My maternal grand-
father, Malcolm MacNeill, had 
the distressing job of reporting 
what had happened and 
attempting to identify the bod-
ies, noting any distinguishing 
marks that could help identify 
the drowned men. � ere were 
so many bodies that their 
descriptions � lled 81 pages in 
his notebook. 

‘When they were � nally bur-
ied, it fell to my grandfather to 
correspond with the families 

in the United States who were 
desperate to know more about 
the fate of their loved ones. 
� ey wrote with information 
which they hoped could be 
used to identify the bodies of 
their sons, husbands or broth-
ers and, in an extraordinary 
example of compassionate 
public service, my grandfather 
replied to each letter, providing 
what information he could.’

Jenni Minto, chairwoman 
of WW100 Islay, said: ‘One 
hundred years ago the people 
of Islay were faced with the 
horrors of war arriving on 
their shores for the second time 
that year. � ey worked with 
compassion and humanity to 
ensure those who survived the 
Otranto tragedy were cared for 
as though they were their own, 
and those who died were bur-
ied with dignity and respect.’

A� er the service, Kilchoman 
Distillery hosted a gathering 
of descendants of victims, 
survivors and Islay’s rescuers.

Anthony Wills, founder 
and managing director of 
Kilchoman Distillery, pre-
sented a cheque for more than 
£16,000 – raised from the sale 

of a vintage cask of Kilchoman 
whisky – to the WW100 Islay 
Legacy Fund.

Anthony said: ‘Kilchoman 
Distillery is delighted to make 
this donation to the legacy 
fund so future generations 
remember the tragic sinking 
of the Otranto and the bravery 
of locals who went to the aid of 
the US soldiers on board and 
the British crew.’

� e Islay Quilters also hand-
ed over a hand-sewn Stars and 
Stripes � ag to Lord Robertson 
for onward presentation to US 
Ambassador Woody Johnson. 
� e gesture is in tribute to 
the � ve islanders who worked 
overnight to produce a US � ag 
so that the Tuscania dead could 
have it � own at their funerals.

Marian Senior of the Islay 
Quilters added: ‘It has been 
a privilege to follow in the 
footsteps of the Islay women 
who sewed a � ag overnight so 
that American soldiers could 
be buried with honour under 
their own banner.’

Coisir Og Ile sang Tuireadh 
nan Treun (Lament for the 
Brave), and Ella Edgar’s 
Highland dancers performed.

The ceremony paid tribute to the dead from the Otranto and to the islanders.

Floodwater rises up parked wheels in the Lochavullin Road car park.

Floods strand Oban town centre vehicles
Torrents of rain, high tides 
and strong winds have 
� ooded roads and a car park 
in Oban.

Drivers heading towards 
Tesco and Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate early on 
Monday were stopped in 
their tracks by the rising 
water.

A stranded Tesco delivery 
van failed to get through the 
� ood and had to be towed out 
by a recovery vehicle.

Some motorists, especially 
those in 4x4s, braved it, 
while others turned back and 
found an alternative route via 
Albany Street and over the 
railway bridge.

Water had started to build 

up in the area on Sunday. One 
man who waded through it 
on Monday said it came up to 
his knees.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said the stand-
ing water was caused ‘by the 
exceptional amount of rain, 
augmented by higher tides 
than usual and the strength 
of the wind backing up the 
Black Lynn towards the 
� ooded area. 

‘� ere are pumps in the 
area which will cope with 
reasonable quantities of 
water but not the volume 
we have experienced over 
the weekend and today,’ 
added the spokesperson on 
Monday.

One man on Oban and Lorn 
Road Watch group’s Facebook 
page commented: ‘A small 
fortune spent on pumps etc 
about 10 years ago to prevent 
his from happening! What 
a waste! � e area is a � ood 
plane so no cheap solution!’

Bad � ooding was also expe-
rienced on both sides of the 
road in Connel on Monday, 
also near the Oyster Inn and 
the Halfway House � lling 
station.

Humorous Facebook posts 
were super-imposing the 
Titanic and a submarine in 
the Lochavullin Road � ood.

Forecasters have issued a 
weather warning for strong 
winds and more heavy rain.
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RAF needs welfare volunteers in Oban

Oban shop has sweet result for charity

Loch Creran oysters are a winner yet again
Loch Creran oyster farmer 
Judith Vajk has won a top 
prize at an annual Best 
Scottish Shell� sh compe-
tition for the second year 
running.

Mrs Vajk, who is a director 
of the Caledonian Oyster 
Company Ltd, was among 100 
delegates at the Association 
of Scottish Shell� sh Growers 
(ASSG) annual conference in 
Oban last week, sponsored 
by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE).

Entrants in this year’s com-
petition came from all over 
Scotland. 

Mrs Vajk took the top title 
for the best native oysters, 
which makes it two years in 
a row.

Mull’s Inverlussa Marine 
Services also won the prize 
for the best mussels.

Mrs Vajk, who has been 
farming Paci� c oysters at 
Loch Creran since 1995, 
said she was proud to be a 
winner. Her company can sell 
between 10,000 and 12,000 
oysters a week.

‘We supply the Oban area 
and send them to Edinburgh. 
In summer, Ee-Usk can take 
about 300 a day,’ she said.

Mrs Vajk’s native oysters 
are not for sale, they are 
part of a personal project to 
re-populate Loch Creran.

‘� ere are lots of ancient 
native oyster shells around so 
we know they were there. It’s 
a hobby. We bought the seeds 

and now they are spawning,’ 
she added.

� e shell� sh competition 
kicked o�  the two-day con-
ference opened on � ursday 
by Roseanna Cunningham 
MSP, Cabinet Secretary 
for Environment, Climate 
Change and Land Reform.

� is year’s theme was how 
cultivated shell� sh have a 
role in saving the planet. As 
well as speakers, there was a 
trade exhibition and a ra�  e 
in aid of the  Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution.

Dr Nick Lake, ASSG’s chief 
executive o�  cer, handed 
over a cheque for £715 to 
Oban RNLI chairman Mike 
Robertson and coxswain 
Richard Johnson.

Volunteers are needed in 
Oban to help the Royal Air 
Force Association support 
current and former personnel 
and their families in need.

� e charity is looking for 
caring people  to join its team 
of trained welfare volunteers. 
Full training will be provided.

‘Forces personnel and their 
families sacri� ce a normal 
family life to keep the rest of 

us safe,’ said Katharine Lord 
who is Volunteer Manager at 
the RAF Association. And 
we believe that we owe them 
a debt of gratitude once they 
have served. We provide prac-
tical and emotional support, 
and are looking for people in 
Oban to help us help those in 
need,’ added Ms Lord.

To � nd out more, go to rafa.
org.uk/volunteer.

Sta�  at Oban’s Specsavers 
raised £98.30 for the Royal 
National Institute of Blind 
People (RNIB)  during 
National Eye Health 
Awareness week.

� e team hosted a sale of 
home-baked delights and 
chocolate treats with funds 
from every donation going to 
charity.

Ken Macdonald, store 

director at Specsavers Oban, 
said: ‘� e team made a great 
e� ort – we have some fantas-
tic bakers in store. Customers 
and visitors could pick from 
cupcakes,  traybakes, crispy 
cakes or a lemon drizzle loaf 
with every sale contributing 
to our fundraising total.

‘A big thank you to everyone 
who donated and our star 
bakers in store too.’

North Connel mum 
is put up for award
A   mum-of-two from North 
Connel who raised thou-
sands to help Yazidi refugees 
in Iraq has been nominated 
for a Great Scot Award.

Fiona Bennett helped 
acquire £300,000 worth of 
medical supplies and raised 
£14,000 to ship them over to 
Iraq.

Mrs Bennett wanted to help 
the Yazidi people a� er  the 
Islamic State terror group at-
tacked them in 2014, killing 
hundreds, and forcing many 
women into sexual slavery.

She works with Yazda, a 
global Yazidi organisation 
that works to bring justice, 
sustenance, healing and 
restoration to Yazidis.

With her friend Faith Orr, 
the pair have already jumped 
out of a plane to raise money 
and are planning on visiting 
Iraq to volunteer for two 

weeks in the future. � e for-
mer  psychiatric nurse is one 
of 10 � nalists, � ve of whom 
will receive an Unsung Hero 
Award and one of whom will 
be crowned the Great Scot of 
2018.

� e ceremony will take 
place on Saturday October 
27 at  DoubleTree  by Hilton 
Hotel Glasgow Central.

Speaking about the news, 
Mrs Bennett, a  human 
resources manager in Oban, 
said: ‘It feels a little bitter-
sweet – it’s very nice, but the 
reason is very tragic.’

Last year, she arranged for 
Nadia  Murad, who recently 
received the Nobel Peace 
Prize for campaigning 
against  rape in warfare, to 

come to the UK for the � rst 
time. Alongside Argyll and 
Bute MP Brendan O’Hara, 
Mrs Bennett arranged sever-
al meetings for Ms Murad in 
Westminster.

‘From there we have stayed 
in touch,’ the North Connel 
mum said. ‘I am unbelievably 
emotional and proud. I can’t 
describe it. 

‘It [the Nobel Prize] is so 
deserved and so good that 
she has been recognised for 
this. 

‘[� is is] for all Yazidis, 
minorities and victims of 
war crimes and sexual crimes 
against women during war.

‘She just seems to fragile 
when you are with her, but 
the strength and determina-
tion in her is unlike anything 
I have ever seen in anyone.’

Ms Murad, who survived 
sexual slavery by ISIS, re-
ceived the award alongside 
fellow campaigner Denis 
Mukwege.

Fiona Bennett with just some of the aid sent out to Iraq 
after a mammoth mercy campaign.

Judith Vajk, left, won the Best Native Oysters prize, and Oban coxswain Richard Johnson 
with Dr Nick Lake and Oban RNLI chairman Mike Robertson with the cheque for £715.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  |  www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
111 Gallowgate, Aberdeen AB25 1BU  Tel: 01224 900837 

“We’ve been very
happy and have 
enjoyed using the

conservatory...”

“...Cairngorm got on with it very well, no going away and 
coming back later like you hear some people doing. It all got 

done in one go and we’ve been very happy.” 
- James Bridge & Jean Graham, Nairn

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894956
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Pianists pound 
keys to raise cash
A Pianofun event in Oban 
has raised funds to the tune 
of £540 in aid of the Scottish 
Liver Transplant Unit.

Organiser Ken Harrower, 
whose wife Marie’s life was 
saved by a liver transplant 
three years ago, said the 
fundraiser at Oban Parish 
Church on September 30 had 
‘a great turnout’.

Over the past 12 years, the 
annual Pianofun a� ernoons 
have raised money for Oban 
Music Society and the parish 
church but this year Mr and 
Mrs Harrower wanted to give 
the money to the liver unit as 
a special thank you.

Last month � e Oban Times 
told how Mrs Harrower’s 
sudden � u-like symptoms 
had ended in a liver trans-
plant just six weeks later a� er 
hepatitis was diagnosed.

Quick-thinking from her 
Oban GP and e�  cient sta�  
at the town’s hospital,   who 
got her speedily referred to 
Edinburgh Royal In� rmary 

for specialist help, were a 
big part of her remarkable 
recovery.

Pianists of all ages and 
abilities performed at 

the musical a� ernoon in 
September, co-ordinated 
by Mr Harrower, who has 
taught piano in the town for 
more than 20 years and is 
also a  graduate of the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland.

‘We had a great turnout. 
I think a lot of people had 
read Marie’s story in � e 
Oban Times. We usually 
make about £100 so there 
was a big di� erence in this 
year’s amount. � ank you to 
everyone,’ said Mr Harrower.

One of Mr Harrower’s top 
students, Arabella Fyles from 
Kilmelford, was one of the 
pianists who took part.

� e 12-year-old spent 
one week at a summer 
school at the prestigious 
Chetham’s School of Music 
in Manchester sponsored by 
Oban Music Society, made 
possible by a legacy le�  by 
the late Elizabeth Graham, 
known as Bette, of Taynuilt.

Arabella Fyles was one of the pianists who performed.

Grandfather Kevin Mills, sold a grandfather clock to Alison 
Rennie. 17_T41_GrandfatherClock01

Time moves quickly at 
the Rock� eld Centre
Time was moving quickly 
at the Rock� eld Centre 
community charity shop last 
week when a grandfather 
sold a grandfather clock just 
minutes a� er it arrived.

� e clock was sold by Kevin 
Mills, who retired to live in 
Oban, and who volunteers at 
the charity shop each week.

He said: ‘I found the whole 
situation really amusing since 
this is the � rst and probably 

only time I will ever be able to 
say that, as a grandfather, I had 
sold a grandfather clock.’

� e new owner, Alison 
Rennie, said she is going to re-
store the clock and purchased 
it because she ‘liked the look 
of it’.

While Oban resident Alison 
will carry out the work herself, 
she said: ‘I will need to get local 
people who can do the wood-
work and the glass.’
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Roger Pendlebury puts the Oban line dancers through their heel-slapping paces.

Oban line dancers get in step for fundraiser
Line dancers in Oban are 
dusting o�  stetsons and 
polishing rhinestones ready 
for a footstompin’  fundraiser 
on Mull.

When Jean Drummond 
read about plans for the Marie 
Curie dances on the island 
later this month, she got in 
touch with old pals from a   
line dancing group that used 
to meet regularly in the town 
to see if they wanted to go.

She got a big yes but folk 
were a little worried their 
moves had gone a bit rusty.

Mrs Drummond got in 
touch with Roger Pendlebury, 
who was organising the char-
ity dances, to see if he could 

help and he got on board – 
literally. To get them back in 
line, he agreed to travel over 
to Oban by ferry for three   
Wednesdays in the run-up to 
the line-dance ceilidhs to put 
on refresher classes.

Roger, who is also running 
taster sessions in Bunessan, 
Craignure and Dervaig with 
all proceeds going to Marie 
Curie, has years of teaching 
tucked under his cowboy belt.

He hopes the dances, com-
ing up at Bunessan Village 
Hall on � ursday October 25 
from 7.30pm and at Aros Hall 
in Tobermory on Saturday 
October 27 also at 7.30pm, 
will raise more than £1,500. 

Tickets are on sale now from 
Tackle & Books, Tobermory 
Pharmacy, Bunessan and 
Pennyghael Post O�  ces and 
Fionnphort ferry shop.

Roger is also looking for-
ward to welcoming friends 
from the Manchester Prairie 
Dogs, the only all-inclusive 
lesbian and gay line dancing 
group in the UK, whom he 
used to teach and dance with.

Money for Marie Curie will 
stay on the island to help with 
the charity’s work, he said. 

‘We’re hoping lots of people 
will join us at the ceilidhs to 
raise as much money as we 
can for Marie Curie. Non-
dancers are just as welcome.’

Council asks public 
for priorities
Argyll and Bute Council is 
asking the public what their 
priorities are for its work in 
preparation for meeting a 
gap in its funding in 2019, 
currently estimated to be 
around £2.5 million.

The council is inviting 
views via a consultation that 
will run until November 20. 
It asks six questions about 
council services and ideas 
for making savings.

The consultation will be 
available on www.argyll- 
bute.gov.uk and copies 
will be in customer service 
points or on 01546 604323.

Cameras could help 
track farm thieves
Police are following up ideas 
of putting CCTV cameras 
on Connel and Ballachulish 
bridges in a bid to trace 
getaway thieves.

Ardchattan community 
councillors brought the 
subject up at their meeting 
on Thursday. The idea had 
originally been discussed at 
the July meeting following 
a discussion about thefts of 
farm equipment, especially 
quad bikes.

Drug man is caught 
with trousers down
An Oban man has been � ned 
£400 for drugs possession – 
a� er being caught escaping 
from police with his trousers 
down.

Craig Du� y, 25, of Room 
1, Solas, Albany Street, 
Oban, pleaded not guilty to 
possessing a class C drug, 
etizolam, and obstructing 
two police o�  cers, by run-
ning away and discarding a 
plastic bag of tablets.

Constables Paul MacMillan 
and Danny McBeth, while 
driving in an unmarked 
police car at the junction of 
Millpark Road and Soroba 
Road on June 30 last year, 
had observed three men 
‘known for being involved in 
the local drugs scene’.

PC MacBeth told Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Monday: 
‘� ey were attempting to 
hide but were not doing a 
very good job of it.’

‘� e three of them appeared 
to be crouching down,’ DC 

Craig Du� y was � ned £400 after being found guilty.

MacMillan said. ‘Craig Du� y 
had jeans around his knees. 

He had shorts on. I quickly 
jumped out and shouted they 

were being detained under 
the Misuse of Drugs Act. I 
saw Craig Du� y had a blue 
carrier bag.’

Two of the men then ran o�  
in opposite directions, while 
one froze with his hands up, 
DC MacMillan explained, 
adding: ‘Craig Du� y started 
pulling up his jeans and 
sprinted across the road. 
Tra�  c had to stop.’

He said Du� y then � ung 
the blue bag into the bushes. 
He added: ‘I could see what 
looked like hundreds of 
white tablets going into the 
hedge.

‘I quickly grabbed him. As 
we were walking back to the 
police vehicle his jeans were 
coming down. � ere was a 
plastic bag attached by a lace 
chord to his shorts. It was 
white tablets.’

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said 180 white 
tablets were found in the un-
dergrowth, and a further 10 

in the bag tied to his shorts.
Summing up, Mr McGinty 

said: ‘� ese are people who 
are known to be drug users 
in Oban, in a huddle, and one 
with his trousers down. 

‘� ey are looking round 
furtively. Two of them ran o�  
in opposite directions. 

‘� e accused threw away a 
bag of 180 tablets. He had 10 
more attached by a chord to 
his shorts.  It is etizolam.’

Defending Du� y, solicitor 
Eamonn McGeehan said: 
‘� ey were plain clothes 
o�  cers. 

‘� ey at no point identi� ed 
themselves as police o�  cers 
as they are obliged to do.’

However, Sheri�  John 
Herald ruled: ‘I have abso-
lutely no doubt whatsoever: 
guilty.’

� e court heard Du� y was 
in custody and indicted for a 
trial in Dumbarton. 

Sheri�  Herald � ned Du� y 
£400.

Gordon & 
Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

• Porches 
• Extensions, 
• Roofl ine 
• Windows & Doors
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From April 2019 onwards 
all businesses registered for 
VAT and with a turnover of 
£85,000 or above, must main-
tain their VAT accounting 
records and submit their VAT 
returns digitally. 

For those not yet familiar 
with what Making Tax Digital 
(MTD) will mean for their 
business, be assured there 
is still time to make certain 
your records are compliant. 

Advice is available to assist 
you in preparing for the 
changes, whether you wish to 
outsource your bookkeeping 
completely, require assistance 
updating your systems or 
training in how best to use 
them. 

As well as ensuring your 
business is compliant 
with the new Making Tax 
Digital legislation, digital 
bookkeeping can have other 
bene� ts, including allowing 
you to manage your � nancial 
records “on the go” and pro-
viding a more e�  cient and 
accurate accounting function 

for your organisation. Cloud-
based accounting systems 
are far more cost-e� ective 
than you may anticipate, with 
some digital platforms avail-
able from as little as £10 per 
month, and in some instances 
even less when purchased 
through your accounting 
advisor.

Making your VAT systems 
digital is achievable for the 

deadline, but time is of the 
essence. However you keep 
your � nancial records, what-
ever the systems you use or 
the support you require, help 
is at hand.

Contact Lorna Wyllie 
for advice, training or to 
outsource your bookkeeping 
completely on 0141 566 7000, 
email lornaw@wyliebisset.
com

Is your business ready?
Come along to our FREE seminar to 	nd out more

Making Tax Digital (MTD) rules are coming into force in April 2019 for 
organisations that are VAT registered and have turnover over the 
current VAT threshold of £85,000.

The seminar will cover:

• The new rules a�ecting VAT registered entities;
• Future MTD proposals;
• A practical guide of “what you need to do” to ensure you are ready

for the new rules;
• A demo of Making Tax Digital compliant accounting software;
• Time to ask questions and speak to the Wylie & Bisset team about

how the new rules will a�ect you.

Come along to our FREE seminar in Corran Halls, Oban on 
24th October from 9:30am until 1:00pm.

Reserve your place at www.wyliebisset.com 

or telephone 0141 566 7000

168 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4TP
0141 566 7000

4 High Street, Oban PA34 4BG
01631 562478

Making Tax DigitalAre you ready for 
Making Tax Digital?
Come along and discuss your needs at the Wylie 
& Bisset FREE seminar October 24 at Corran Halls

ADVERTORIAL

Boogie night for 
hospice DoveAid
Boogie night organisers in 
Oban are hoping ticket sales 
will � y for DoveAid.

Next month Oban Hospice’s 
Dove Centre in Stevenson 
Street will celebrate its � rst 
anniversary since opening.

� e cost of running the 
centre, which relies totally on 
the generosity of supporters, is 
‘a surprise package’ says Anne 
May, who is one of its board 
members.

So the Dove Centre was 
thrilled when Oban business-
man and musician Dave Hobbs 
o� ered to put on a music event 
for them.

Mr Hobbs, who runs Oban 
Computer Services in Mill 
Lane, plays in the three bands 
who will be performing on 
the charity night at � e View 
in George Street on Saturday 
October 20 from 7.30pm into 
the early hours.

Still Water, Treble Trouble 
and Angus Smith and North 

56 are sharing the stage with 
two slots each throughout the 
rockin’ night.

Tickets are £10 and avail-
able from the Dove Centre, 
BID4Oban o�  ce, Dunbeg 

Village Store and Oban 
Computer Services. � ere is 
room for 400 revellers.

‘All the bands are completely 
di� erent – from country and 
Celtic rock to pop and R’n’B. 
I wanted to do something to 
help the Dove Centre because 
they do a fantastic job helping 
so many people.

‘Like a lot of other hospices 
and organisations nowadays, 
they are cash-strapped and 
rely on donations to keep them 
going. I hope this helps and 
encourages others to show 
them support. � ey do amaz-
ing work for people,’ said Mr 
Hobbs, whose father received 
hospice care before he died 
nine years ago.

All the acts, the venue, sound 
crew and poster designers are 
giving their services for free.

Mrs May said: ‘We hope 
DoveAid will get a great 
turnout. We’ll de� nitely put 
the money it raises to good use. 

Our fundraising is ongoing 
and we need to keep adding to 
the pot to keep us going.

‘November will mark our 
� rst year in this building so 
the cost of running the centre 
each year is a bit of a surprise 
package at the moment. We 
are always looking for more 
support and donations. We are 
a local charity for local people. 
Every penny we raise goes to 
our front-line services helping 
people with life-limiting 
illnesses.’

Last month the Dove Centre 
received £1,214.58 from Sue 
and John Greenwood, aged 
60 and 70 respectively,   who 
invited guests at their joint 
birthday party in Benderloch 
to give donations in aid of the 
charity instead.

About 60 people come 
through the centre’s doors 
every week  for practical 
and emotional support and 
information. 

Sue Greenwood hands over 
birthday donations to Lucy 
Hunt who is the hospice 
services co-ordinator at the 
Dove Centre.

Oban Winter Festival 
calls for young tycoons
Calling all young entrepre-
neurs and those who would 
like to be.

Oban Winter Festival will 
be holding a St Andrew’s Day 
fair this year especially for 
young people to showcase their 
talents and businesses.

As part of the festival’s 
involvement in the Year of 
Young People celebrations, the 
committee is hosting a Young 
Entrepreneurs Market on 
Saturday December 1 at Oban 
Distillery’s Old Milling Room.

Stalls will be free of charge 
and are available to everyone 
up to the age of 30.

You might be in business 
already, like talented Taynuilt 
photographer who is making a 
name for herself with her busi-
ness, Eilidh Livingstone Art 
and Photography, and will  be 
exhibiting work at the market.

‘Or it might be that you make 
things as a hobby and are con-
sidering starting up your own 
business so would like to test 
the market place,’ said a mem-
ber of the festival committee.

‘� e stalls are free and are 
a great way to get your ideas, 
goods or services before the 

public.’ For more details, email 
info@obanwinterfestival.com. 

� e stalls will be allocated on 
a � rst-come � rst-served basis.

And young people are not 
the only ones who should be 
planning ahead – it is time to 
start planning your Christmas 
shop windows, with the theme 
this year, Shimmer and Shine. 

Last year’s festival theme 
was umbrellas and this year it 
is making a joyful noise with 
‘� e Big Racket’, so come 
and make soundwaves at the 
winter festival. 

� ere will also be a workshop 
with Highland Glass for 
children, where they go along 
to make shakers which they 
can then use to make a great 
big noise at the festival. � is is 
sponsored by the festival and 
will be on November 24 at the 
Corran Halls.

� e committee is putting the 
� nishing touches to the pro-
gramme for the festival, which 
runs from Friday November 16 
to Sunday November 25. � ere 
will be old favourites plus some 
exciting new events, so keep an 
eye on � e Oban Times and 
the festival’s Facebook page.
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Portavadie retains 
best marina title 
Portavadie remains 
Scotland’s best marina.

The Loch Fyne destination 
retained its Best Marina 
title, which it has held for 
three years, at the Scottish 
Outdoor and Leisure Awards 
ceremony in Glasgow’s 
Marriott Hotel on Friday 
September 28.

This award follows the 
announcement that 
Portavadie has reached the 
� nals of the Highlands and 
Islands Tourism Awards in 
two categories, Innovation 
in Tourism and Best 
Self-Catering/Alternative 
Accommodation.

Active Schools’ 
record sessions
The latest data published 
by sportscotland shows 
Active Schools is going 
from strength to strength 
with national � gures at 
an all-time high and 7.3 
million participant sessions 
delivered in 2017/18, an 
increase of six per cent 
from 2016/17. Argyll and 
Bute Council ran 138,702 
participant sessions in the 
past year, and 5,362 children 
and young people took part 
in a range of sports and 
physical activities.

Music festival AGM
The Killin Music Festival 
annual general meeting will 
be on Wednesday October 
17 at 7.30pm in the Killin 
Church community rooms. 
Everyone is welcome.

TV presenter opens new housing development on Islay
BBC Scotland’s Glenn Campbell has 
o�  cially opened Argyll Community 
Housing Association’s 350th new 
home, which happened to be on Islay.

� e new-build housing for rent 
is part of a 20 homes project being 
built by ACHA on the outskirts of 
Bowmore.

� e development has a contract 
value of £3,446,197 and is a three-way 
funding partnership between ACHA, 
Argyll and Bute Council and the 
Scottish Government. � e new homes 
were built by MacLeod Construction 
of Lochgilphead and employed 30 
tradesmen.  � e housing mix ranges 

from one- to four-bedroom homes. 
Alastair MacGregor, ACHA’s chief 
executive, said: ‘� is is a proud day 
for ACHA to be able to open our 
350th new-build home on Islay. We 
are proud to play our part with our 
partners in building Islay’s future 
with homes for the island’s people.’

Glenn Campbell added: ‘It is an 
honour to be back in my home village 
to hand over the keys to the � rst resi-
dents of this new development.

‘Moving into a new place is an 
exciting moment and I wish all those 
making Sealladh Loch na Dala their 
home the very best for the future.’

Glenn Campbell cuts the ribbon to open Sealladh Loch Na Dala with 
Kaylagh, granddaughter of new tenant Mrs Keogh.

Children launch petition 
to save Sealife Sanctuary
Pupils from Oban High School 
created a petition that received 
more than 100 signatures 
asking for the Scottish Sealife 
Sanctuary to remain open.

� omas Hall and Shannon 
McNab handed the appeal 
to the attraction’s sta�  in 
Barcadline.

� omas’s dad, Tony, said: 
‘� e Sealife Sanctuary near 
Oban is part of the Merlin 
Entertainments Group. 
Merlin own such attractions 
as Legoland, Warwick Castle, 

Madame Tussauds and Alton 
Towers in the UK and other 
large attractions across the 
world.

‘� e sanctuary is just a small 
park or attraction which I 
would guess is little more than 
a thorn in their side.’

Merlin Entertainments 
announced it would be closing 
the sanctuary on October 31, 
unless a buyer was found.

‘You can see, looking around 
the place, how neglected it 
has become,’ Tony added. 
‘From the potholes in the car 
park to the grubby glass on 
the seal enclosure and the 

regular reduction in exhibits. 
How di� erent it could be with 
a little bit of money spent. 
Upgrade the car park, tidy up 
the entrance, a couple of walks 
through the woods, properly 
graded for wheelchair access. A 
revamped shop. A coat of paint 
throughout. A new building 
housing other creatures of the 
sea and why not a play area? 
� e Sealife Sanctuary could 
become a money spinner.

‘Advertise, children’s parties, 
educational visits from schools 
... we all live near the sea but 
how much do we teach the 
children about it?

‘� en there is the actual sanc-
tuary part of the operation. � e 
Oban area needs somewhere 
both to take rescue animals 
and to nurture them and 
educate people about them. 
It’s an important haven locally 
for this. Just a day out to take 
younger children to play, meet 
others, spend a bit in the cafe. 

‘� e Sealife Sanctuary seems 
to have been on a downward 
spiral for some years. Let’s get 
behind one more push to keep 
the place open.’

A spokesperson for Merlin 
Entertainments said: ‘We 
acknowledge the petition and 

can understand the disap-
pointment of local people at the 
closure of the sanctuary.

‘It has been a heart-wrench-
ing decision for all of those 
involved. However, a� er ex-
ploring every possible option to 
the keep the facility open, none 
o� ered a viable solution for its 
long-term sustainability.’

� e future of the Sealife 
Sanctuary came up at 
Ardchattan Community 
Council meeting last � ursday.

An outdoor centre, bunk 
house or children’s adventure 
playground were some of the 
suggestions made by members.
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kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Pink Ladies’ Nicky Murphy, left, receives the cheque from 
Julie Lockhart with pamper day supporter Gillian Stewart.

Choir raises funds to 
boost Pink Ladies Day
Oban’s Sequence Choir has 
raised hundreds of pounds 
for a Pink Ladies pampering 
day.

� e fundraiser was at the 
Royal Hotel and the Pink 
Ladies Day was just one of the 
bene� ciaries.

Julie Lockhart, from the 
choir, handed over a £300 
cheque to pamper day   or-
ganiser Nicky Murphy and 
supporter Gillian Stewart.

‘� e Pink Ladies Day is an 

event in November when more 
than 50 women who have 
experienced breast cancer � rst 
hand, along with their ‘plus 
one’ get to enjoy a great day of 
pampering, holistic therapy, 
makeovers, wonderful food, 
fun and friendship,’ said Nicky.

‘If you or someone you know 
would bene� t from attending 
this day, please get in touch,’ 
she added.

Interested? Email Nicky 
at pinkladiesday@outlook.com

Kirk gets ready to 
hold tree festival
Hundreds of visitors will be 
visiting St Conan’s Kirk again 
this year to see its Christmas 
tree festival.

� is will be its fourth year, 
with organisers hoping the 
event at Lochawe will be its 
biggest and best so far.

Last year 800 visitors came 
to admire 47 trees decorated 
by businesses, groups, socie-
ties and individuals.

Entry is free but visitors 
are asked to make a donation 
then vote for their favourite 
tree.

� e people’s favourite is 
announced at the end of the 
festival and all the proceeds 
go towards the kirk’s ongoing 
restoration appeal.

� is year’s festival dates 
are Friday November 30 to 
Sunday December 2.

Friends of St Conan’s Kirk 
secretary Liz Mackay wants 

to hear from anyone interest-
ed in entering a tree for 2018, 
and they have until the end of 
this month to get in touch.

‘� e festival is growing year 
on year. It’s not only open to 
groups and businesses, indi-
viduals or families can take 
part too. It can be a real tree 
or an arti� cial tree or some-

thing in a tree shape. ‘And it 
can be decorated any way you 
like. Last year we had trees 
made out of coat hangers 
and one made out of tin cans. 
� e most popular tree was 
from Beaver Timber and was 
shaped like a beaver’s lodge. 
When you peeped inside you 
could see a Christmas tree 

and a beaver family tucking 
into their Christmas dinner,’ 
said Mrs Mackay.

� e  tree  should be  at least 
four feet, but taller is better, 
and lit with battery lights.

‘� e kirk is an amazing set-
ting for a Christmas tree fes-
tival. It’s such an atmospheric 
interior normally throughout 
the year but when you see all 
the twinkling lights and the 
re� ections and glows in all 
the nooks and crannies it’s 
such a magical experience,’ 
added Mrs Mackay.

Word has it that Santa’s 
elves will be returning to 
the kirk on a special mission 
to check out all the trees, 
playing hide and seek with 
young visitors who will be 
encouraged to count how 
many they can � nd.

Anyone wanting to enter 
a tree in the festival, should 
contact Mrs Mackay by 
emailing: emmackay@btint-
ernet.com

Christmas magic at St Conan’s Kirk at Lochawe.

Lifeboats and Coastguard helicopter race to aid of yacht which grounded in darkness
A 13-metre sailing yacht 
with six of a crew on board 
ran aground on the Perch at 
Port Ellen in darkness and a 
fresh wind on the evening of 
October 1.

At 10pm Islay and Portrush 
lifeboats, plus the Coastguard 
rescue helicopter, were asked 
to go to her rescue.

Islay volunteer lifeboat crew 
launched at 10.10pm and, on 

arrival at the casualty, had to 
launch their Y-boat to take a 
tow line to the yacht. � ere 
it was � xed to a bridle  but, 
while taking the strain when 
attempting pull her o� , the 

bridle snapped. Another tow 
was � xed to a cleat but that 
was torn o�  too.

At that point it was decided 
to take the yacht’s crew to the 
safety of the shore and await 

high tide in the hope that the 
boat could be re� oated then.

As high tide was not due 
until about 7.30am, a local 
boat was tasked with pulling 
the yacht o�  the rocks in 

the morning, allowing both 
lifeboats to return to their 
stations.

� e Helmut Schroder of 
Dunlossit II was back on sta-
tion and in service by 4.15am.
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Katrina’s summer job lasts   for 42 years

Katrina Flannigan, specialist 
respiratory nurse at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, is  retiring 
next month a� er 42 years of 
service at the hospital. She 
originally  moved to Oban 
for a summer job from Essex 
and has worked there for 
the entirety of her career.

She will be replaced by 
respiratory nurse Marion 
Fisher, who has 20 years of 
nursing experience. Both 
professionals have been 
working very closely in 
preparation of Marion taking 
over Katrina’s role to ensure 
continuity of coordination of 
care and services.

Katrina said: ‘I have had a 
wonderful time working at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital. 
I have had  the pleasure of 
working with so many ded-

icated nursing sta� , health 
and social care professionals, 
and patients throughout 
Argyll and Bute.

‘Over my years of service, 
many colleagues have be-
come close friends. � ey are 
all wonderful people and I 
will miss so many of my col-
leagues and patients dearly.’

Katrina’s colleagues also 
shared kind words about her 
dedication to patient care 
and are also looking forward 
to enjoying some celebration 
activities with Katrina.

Caroline Henderson, Lorn 
and Islands Hospital manag-
er, said: ‘Katrina, throughout 
her career and current role of 
respiratory nurse specialist, 
has remained committed 
and dedicated to patients.

‘She has shown immense 

commitment to developing 
and delivering better services 
throughout Argyll and Bute 
and within the hospital. Even 
in the past few weeks, while 
she’s been preparing to retire, 
Katrina has worked closely 
with other clinical teams and 
supported Marion Fisher the 
new respiratory nurse to put 
together plans to further im-

prove our services to help us 
continue to provide excellent 
respiratory patient care.’

When Katrina quali� ed as 
a registered nurse, she went 
to work at Lorn and Islands 
hospital. She continued to 
study and graduated in 2007 
with a degree  in respiratory 
care and has continued 
to study at master’s level 

in specialist respiratory care. 
Respiratory nurses provide 
the highest quality of nurs-
ing care to inpatient and 
community patients. � ey 
are trained specialists who 
are committed to providing 
a high standard of individu-
alised patient-centred care, 
through e� ective  assess-
ment, planning and delivery. 
� ey also provide care on 
emergency and  planned 
admissions.

� ey care for patients re-
quiring more intensive mon-
itoring, including specialised 
care for patients in the acute 
stage of their hospital admis-
sion through to discharge 
and promote self-manage-
ment of  conditions such 
as chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease (COPD), 
idiopathic  pulmonary � bro-
sis and asthma.

Respiratory nurses visit 
housebound and care home 
patients and are trained to 
assess patients’ needs for 
equipment provision, in-
cluding working closely with 
other clinical professionals 

to provide mobility and 
independent living aids.

Katrina also provides 
education for doctors and 
nurses to promote excellent 
respiratory care. � e train-
ing helps to reduce hospital 
admissions, exacerbation of 
conditions, helps to support 
early discharge from hospital 
and increases referrals to 
health and social care profes-
sional services.

She also provides an In 
Reach service at the hospi-
tal, which  helps to prevent 
unnecessary admission 
following A&E treatment 
by ensuring that patients, 
particularly older people 
and those with disabilities, 
receive the right community 
health and social care they 
need at home, as soon as they 
leave hospital care.

Katrina is very proud of 
setting up the Pulmonary 
Rehabilitation Programme 
throughout Argyll and Bute. 
It includes individually tai-
lored exercise programmes, 
as well as self-help education 
such as healthier lifestyles 

� e Oban Times  is running a series of articles championing 
the work carried out by Argyll and Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) in the Oban, Lorn and the Isles locality. 
Each article features a speci� c service provided by the HSCP 
and focuses on the sta�  who provide that service and the role 
they play in making a positive di� erence for the people living in 
Oban and surrounding areas. � is week we look at the work of 
specialist respiratory nurse Katrina Flannigan.

Katrina Flannigan, right, and Marion Fisher.
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Food is one of the great pleas-
ures in life and eating out is 
one of the most enjoyable and 
convenient ways to experience 
this agreeable necessity of 
survival.

I have long envied the work of 
the food critic whose daily toil 
seems to be nothing more than 
eating in their choice of the � n-
est restaurants, pubs and cafes 
while management and sta�  
in their target venues ensure 
they are proudly presented 
with the very best fare they can 
o� er in the hope of favourable 
comment and review.

A� er enjoying the food, they 
have nothing much more to do 
than to decide what aspects of 
the meal, drinks, service and 
surroundings they will cra�  
into a meaningful and � tting 
critique to convey their expe-
rience. I’m sure it’s not all rosy 
but in a classic case of seeing 
lush and tasty grass on the 
other side of an occupational 
fence, I would  love a crack at 
that as a part-time job.

In accordance with this, 
in a move away from my 
usual o� erings and to quell 
those who tire of my more 

ponderous and philosophical 
pretentions, I have decided 
to devote this and next week’s 
column to a review of one of 
my favourite restaurants.

In my humble opinion, Oban 
is pound for pound the best 
town in Scotland for choice of 
good eateries and, having lived 
there for nearly eight years, my 
expectations for dining out are 
set accordingly.

You will not � nd an Eeusk or 
sadly missed Seafood Temple 
in the West End of Glasgow 
but in recent years the district 
of Finnieston has blossomed 
as a destination for good 
grub. My top feeding spot in 
this increasingly busy corner 
of Glasgow is the fairly new, 
Ox and Finch on Sauchiehall 
Street.

Launched in 2014, this 
green-fronted corner premises 
by Kelvingrove Park o� ers 
tapas-style contemporary 
Scottish fusion dishes, a good 
choice of wine, a great atmos-
phere and probably consist-
ently the most well-recruited, 
best trained and pleasant sta�  
in any restaurant I regularly 
frequent.

A restaurant kitchen can 
produce the � nest of cuisine 
but if the front-of-house sta�  
are substandard, the beauty 
achieved by the chefs in the 
food will be futile. I’ve  eaten 
in Ox and Finch more than 
20 times in the past couple of 
years and not once have I wit-
nessed sta�  performing other 
than perfectly.

Whoever is responsible for 
recruiting and training the 
sta�  in this place is a guru of 
people management.

On Monday night, the calibre 
of the Ox and Finch crew was 
accentuated by having had a 
great Fawlty Towers experience 
in a well-known Glasgow hotel 
the day before when in for just a 
cup of tea. ‘Manuel’ and about 
a dozen of his colleagues were 
walking around in circles 
between long chats with each 
other, competently  looking 
at their phones, ensuring 
they did their best to ignore 
customers and do as little work 
as possible.

You will not see the guys in 
Ox and Finch miss a beat in de-
livering good service and next 
week I’ll get on to the food.

Katrina’s summer job lasts   for 42 years
and self-managing respira-
tory conditions. Part of the 
programme addresses the 
impact of COPD on patients’ 
physical abilities, psycholog-
ical health and relationships.

Katrina added: ‘Early 
intervention and detection 
is critical to patients with 
lung conditions. For patients 
with COPD, it could poten-
tially slow disease progress 
and minimise harm. My role 
is very important to deliver 
respiratory education, ac-
tion/care plans, and deliver 
complex interventions to 
help patients to focus on 
pulmonary rehabilitation, 
self-care and treatment.

‘Self-management also 
increases patients’ skills and 
con� dence, empowering 
the individual to take an 
active part in their disease 
management. Self-care is so 
important and really ben-
e� cial, as this signi� cantly 
helps patients improve  and 
lead a healthier, happier and 
better quality of life.’

Katrina has always been en-
thusiastic and motivated. She 

works in busy medical envi-
ronments and community 
settings with a high turnover 
of patients. She also works 
closely with a range of health 
and social care professionals 
to plan and implement care 
through constructive time 
management and prioritisa-
tion of skills.

Winter is the most 
challenging time of year 
for respiratory nurses 
caring for people living 
with lung and breathing 
conditions. Patients turn up 
to emergency departments 
in record numbers because 
they struggle to manage 
their condition at home. 
� is leaves the  respiratory 
nurses at the heart of winter 
pressures and increases 
people requiring specialist 
respiratory care and hospital 
admission.

Katrina said: ‘Winter 
months are more di�  cult 
to manage long-term con-
ditions and for this  reason 
I would recommend people 
speak to their GPs or health 
care professionals for advice 

on whether they should have 
the � u vaccine.’

� e vaccines o� ered each 
winter � u season, which lasts 
from October to March. � e 
� u vaccine is routinely given 
on the NHS to anyone aged 
65 and over, pregnant wom-
en, children and adults with 
an underlying health con-
dition (such as long-term 
heart or respiratory disease), 
children and adults  with 
weakened immune systems, 
and children aged from 
two to 17 at risk of � u.

Katrina will remain living 
in Oban, where she married 
and raised her family, say-
ing: ‘Oban is my home.’

She loves the rural 
lifestyle and being part of 
part of a small, close-knit 
community.

Katrina continued: ‘I am 
prepared for retirement and 
really am looking forward 
to living out my  long-held 
dreams, and � nally putting 
my retirement plans in place. 
I also  intend to relax more, 
and spend more quality time 
with family and friends.’

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.



ised. It’s far more e� ective 
for running events and has 
far better facilities. I’m really 
excited about using that.

‘� e Burgh Hall is another 
new venue, and we have Kirn 
Primary School, which is 
new. We have stunning ven-
ues with stunning churches 
that we have used previously. 
We are spoiled for venues.

‘It’s all quite central, 
which will create a good 
atmosphere.

‘It was last here in 2012. � at 
was one of my earlier Mòds. 
� e landscape has changed 
since then. � ey have a really 
well-drilled local committee.

‘A lot of them were involved 
in the last Mòd and they are 
well informed about how it 
works. � ey have been a big 
help.

‘Other than that,’ the Mòd 
manager added, ‘we have a re-
ally good fringe programme 
with lots of di� erent events, 
such as a � agship concert on 
Tuesday in association with 
Scottish Natural Heritage. 
[It’s about] the revival of the 
Clyde – it’s a big event due 
to the Mòd being held in 
Glasgow next year.

‘We have something for 
everyone. � ere will be a 

foraging event for children 
who might not be competing 
in the Mòd on Saturday.

‘� ey will be going out in 
the locality, looking at plants 
and learning the Gaelic 
words for them. It’s aimed at 
people not necessarily want-
ing to compete, but still want 
to take part.

‘� ere’s a lot going on.
‘We are looking forward 

to it and I think everyone 
in Dunoon is as well. 
Everything is ready, I think 
everything is in place – we 
are just looking forward to it 
taking place now.

‘So much has to be done in 
the weeks and months before, 
as with any event, down to 
the detail.

‘All the main infrastructure 
is in place. Fingers crossed 
for decent weather, especially 
for the children’s events 
Monday and Tuesday with 
them running from venue to 
venue.’

� e Mòd o�  cially kicks 
o�  this Friday with a torch-
light  procession. However, 
the weather is worrying 
James. He said the forecast is 
not looking great and if there 
is heavy rain he might be 
forced to cancel the event – 

but he added that it has never 
been cancelled in the past.

Regardless of the weather, 
thousands of spectators and 
competitors will descend on 
Dunoon.

� e event will come to a 
close on Saturday October   
20 with the massed choirs 
taking to the streets.

Last year, the Mull Ladies’ 
Gaelic Choir had a very suc-
cessful Mòd, winning three 
awards.

� e island women won the 
Grampian Television Trophy 
for their performance in the 
rural choir ladies’ category.

However, it was  Dingwall 
Gaelic Choir who won 
the  Lovat and Tullibardine 
Shield, with Oban � nishing 
second.

Islay singer Alasdair Currie 
won the gold medal, with 
the traditional gold medals 
going to the headteacher of 
Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar, John Joe MacNeill, 
and  Hannah Knight of 
Càrlabhagh.

On the back of a re-
cord-breaking year in 
Lochaber, the Royal National 
Mòd gets under way in 
Dunoon tomorrow (Friday).

� e nine-day Gaelic festival 
was last in Dunoon in 2012 
and it will bene� t from three 
new venues this year – the 
Queen’s Hall, the Burgh Hall 

and Kirn Primary School.
With a lot of the locations 

positioned close together, 
organisers are excited about 
the centralised atmosphere 
that will create.

Speaking to � e Oban 
Times about preparation for 
this year’s event, Mòd man-
ager James Graham said: ‘It’s 
going really well. Lochaber 
was a bumper year last 
year that broke records, so 

obviously entries are slightly 
down this year, but in line 
with the other local Mòds 
this year.

‘Last year was so busy; it 
was unprecedented. But this 
year’s entries are healthy.’

James added: ‘[Dunoon] 
is really well prepared. We 
have three new venues: the 
Queen’s Hall has been re-
furbished and it’s completely 
brand new and remodern-
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Dunoon Mòd will benefi t 
from three new venues

Còisir Ghàidhlig an Eilein Mhuilich came second in the rural choirs Sheri�  MacMaster 
Campbell Memorial Competition, third in the rural choirs’ puirt-a-beul, and took home 
the John Lockie Trophy for highest aggregate marks in Gaelic across three competitions.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail  |   The Royal National Mòd
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As well as looking 
forward to next week’s 
Royal National Mòd 
in Dunoon, were 
thought we would 
look back through 
our archives. These 
photographs were 
taken over a number 
of years. Unfortunately 
we have no dates for 
when these were taken 
and who are in the 
pictures. If you know, 
or are in the photo-
graphs yourself, we’d 
love to hear from you. 
Email us at editor@
obantimes.co.uk
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MONDAY
Talla na Banrìghinn – 
Queen’s Hall 
09.00 C172 Folk Groups (U19) - 
Two songs of own choice. 
10.30 C173 Choral - Unison(U19) 
- Two songs, one prescribed 
one own choice
10.30 C175 Choral - Puirt-a-Beul 
(U19) - Prescribed puirt-a-beul.
11.45 C51A Solo Singing - Girls 
(11 - 12) - Prescribed song
14.00 C76 Choral - Unison (U13) 
- Two songs, one prescribed 
one own choice.
14.00 C78 Choral - Puirt-a-Beul 
(U13) - Prescribed puirt-a-beul
15.30 C77 Choral-Two-part 
Harmony (U13) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice. 

An Àrd Eaglais – The High 
Kirk 
09.00 C52A Solo Singing - Boys 
(11 - 12) - Prescribed song.
10.00 C174 Choral-Two-part 
Harmony (U19) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice. 
11.00 C52 Solo Singing - Boys 
(9 - 10) - Prescribed song. 
14.00 C03 Choral - Unison 
(Primary) - Two songs, one 
prescribed one own choice. 
14.30 C145A Solo Singing - Trad 
(16 - 18) - Competitors’ choice.
15.00 C180 Waulking Song 
(U19) - Competitors’ choice.

Ionad Eaglais nam Baisteach 
– Baptist Church Centre 
09.00 C172A Folk Groups (U13) - 
Two songs of own choice.
10.00 C87B Action Song (U13) - 
Song with actions. Competitors’ 
choice.
11.00 C87A Drama (U13) - 
Original play. 
12.00 C170A Drama (U19).

13.30 C100 Poetry Recitation 
(13 - 15) - Prescribed poem. 
14.00 C150 Poetry Recitation 
(16 - 18) - Poem of own choice. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 1 – Dunoon Gramar 
School, Room 1 
09.00 C27A Solo singing (7 - 8) - 
Prescribed song. 
 11.00 C26A Poetry Recitation 
(7 - 8) - Prescribed poem. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 2 –  Dunoon Gramar 
School, Room 2 
09.00 C49A Poetry Recitation 
(11 - 12) - Prescribed poem.
09.45 C49 Poetry Recitation 
(9 - 10) - Prescribed poem.
11.00 C24 Conversation (5 - 8) - 
Converse with an adjudicator. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 3 – Dunoon Gramar 
School, Room 3 
09.00 C26 Poetry Recitation 
(5 - 6) - Prescribed poem. 

Bun-sgoil Cheàrn, Talla Chru-
inneachaidh – Kirn Primary 
School, Assembly Hall 
09.00 C27 Solo singing (5 - 6) - 
Prescribed song. 

Talla Bhaile Dhùn Omhain – 
Dunoon Burgh Hall 
09.00 C51 Solo Singing - Girls 
(9 - 10) - Prescribed song.
11.00 C79 Duet (U 13) - Compet-
itors’ choice. 
12.00 C103 Solo Singing - Boys 
(13 - 15) - Prescribed song.
13.00 C102 Solo Singing - Girls 
(13 - 15) - Prescribed song. 
14.30 C177 Solo Singing (U19) - 
Previous winners. Competitor’s 
choice.

TUESDAY
Talla na Banrighinn – Queen’s 
Hall 09.00 C44A(ii) Solo Singing 
Girls (12) - Prescribed song.
10.30 C110 Choral - Unison (13-
18) - Two songs, one prescribed 
one own choice.
10.30 C112 Choral - Puirt-a-Beul 
(13-18) - Prescribed puirt-a-beul. 
11.30 C96 Silver Medal Boys 
(13-15) - Prescribed song. 
13.30 C71 Choral - Unison (U13) 
- Two songs, one prescribed 
one own choice. 
13.30 C73 Choral - Puirt-a-Beul 
(U13) - Prescribed puirt-a-beul.

An Àrd Eaglais – The High 
Kirk 
09.00 C70B Traditional Boys 
(U13) - Song of own choice. 
11.00 C70A(i) Traditional Girls 
(U11) - Song of own choice.
12.30 C146 Traditional Boys 
(16-18) - Song of own choice. 
14.00 C72 Choral-2-part 
Harmony (U13) - Two songs, 
one prescribed one own choice. 
x 14.15 C95 Silver Medal Girls 
(13-15) - Prescribed song

Eaglais Naomh Eoin – St 
John’s Church 
09.00 C111 Choral-2-part 
Harmony (13-18) - Two songs, 
one prescribed one own choice.
10.00 C156 Solo Singing Boys 
(16-18) - Song of own choice. 
10.30 C44(i) Solo Singing Girls 
(9yrs) - Prescribed song. 
11.30 C70A(ii) Traditional Girls 
(11-12) - Song of own choice
13.30 C94A Traditional Silver 
Medal Girls (13-15) - Song of 
own choice. 
15.00 C94B Traditional Silver 
Medal Boys (13-15) - Song of 
own choice. 

Ionad Eaglais nam Baisteach 
– Baptist Church Centre 
09.00 C45 Solo Singing Boys 
(9-10) - Prescribed song. 
11.30 C45A Solo Singing Boys 
(11-12) - Prescribed song.
14.00 C145 Traditional Girls 
(16-18) - Song of own choice. 
15.00 C171B Precenting a Psalm 
(U19) - Precent in traditional 
manner. 
16.00 C171A Precenting a Psalm 
(U13) - Precent in traditional 
manner. 

Bun-sgoil Cheàrn, Talla Chru-
inneachaidh – Kirn Primary 
School, Assembly Hall 
09.00 C23A(ii) Solo Singing 
(8yrs) - Prescribed song. 

Talla Bhaile Dhùn Omhain – 
Dunoon Burgh Hall 
09.00 C44A(i) Solo Singing Girls 
(11) - Prescribed song. 
10.30 C74 Duet (U13) - Song of 
own choice. 
13.30 C155 Solo Singing Girls 
(16-18) - Song of own choice. 
15.00 C144 Duet (13-18) - Song 
of own choice. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 1 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 1 
09.00 C44(ii) Solo Singing Girls 
(10) - Prescribed song.
11.00 C23 Solo Singing (5-6) - 
Prescribed song.

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 2 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 2 
09.00 C23A(i) Solo Singing 
(7yrs) - Prescribed song. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 3 –  Dunoon Grammar 

The full programme of
Friday October 12
Torchlight Procession, 18.45, Dunoon Town Centre.
Opening Ceremony, 19.30, Queen’s Hall.
Saturday October 13
Mòd Shinty, 14.00, Dunoon Stadium.
Fiddlers’ Rally, 19.30, Queen’s Hall.
Sunday October 14
Mòd Church Service, 15.00, St. Mun’s Church.
Mòd Worship, 19.00, Queen’s Hall.
Monday October 15
Children’s Cèilidh,19.00, Dunoon Grammar School
Assembly Hall.
Tuesday October 16
Children’s Cèilidh, 19.00, Dunoon Grammar School
Assembly Hall.
Wednesday October 17
Literature Awards, noon, Dunoon Burgh Hall.
Silver Pendant Final, 13.30, Queen’s Hall.
Drama Final, 19.00, Kirn Primary School
Assembly Hall.
Gold Medal Final, 19.30, Queen’s Hall.
Thursday October 18
Highland Dancing, 10.00, Dunoon Grammar School.
Lorn Shield, 13.30, Queen’s Hall. 
Sheri�  MacMaster Campbell,13.30, Queen’s Hall.
Traditional Final ,19.30, Queen’s Hall.
Friday October 19
Lovat & Tullibardine,13.30, Queen’s Hall. 
Margrat Duncan, 13.30, Queen’s Hall.
Mòd Closing Cèilidh, 22.00, Queen’s Hall.
Saturday October 20
Massed Choirs, 10.30, Dunoon Town Centre.

Events at a glance
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events at Mòd 2018
School, Room 3 
09.00 C21 Storytelling (5-8) - 
Story of own choice.
10.00 C39 Ancient Folk Tale 
(9-12) - Story told in traditional 
style. 
13.30 C106 Bible Reading (13-15) 
- Read at sight from the Bible. 
1100 C43 Bible Reading (9-12) - 
Read at sight from the Bible.
14.00 C89 Ancient Folk Tale 
(13-18)- Tell a story in traditional 
style.

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 4 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 4 09.00 C41 
Storytelling (9-10) - Story of 
own choice. 
10.30 C41A Storytelling (11-12) - 
Story of own choice. 

WEDNESDAY
An Àrd Eaglais – The High 
Kirk 09.00 A250 Solo singing 
- (Ladies Learners) - Singing a 
prescribed song.
09.00 A252 Solo singing (Ladies 
Learners) - Song re� ecting the 
theme of ‘islands’, own choice.
11.30 A251 Solo singing - (Men 
Learners) Singing a prescribed 
song. 
11.30 A253 Solo singing (Men 
Learners) Song re� ecting the 
theme of ‘sailing’, own choice. 
14.00 A275 Duet singing - 
Competitors’ choice.

Talla na Banrighinn – Queen’s 
Hall 
09.00 A220 Solo singing (Ladies 
� uent) - Own choice. 
09.00 A222 Oran Mòr - (Ladies 
� uent) - Sing a prescribed song. 
11.30 A248 Traditional singing 
(Learners) - Singing a traditional 
song.

13.30 SS254 Silver Pendant 
- Final - Sing two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice.
19.30 GS224 Gold Medal - Final - 
Sing two songs, one prescribed, 
one own choice. 

Eaglais Naomh Eoin – St 
John’s Church 
09.00 A221 Solo singing (Men 
� uent) - Own choice.
09.00 A223 Oran Mòr (Men 
� uent) - Singing a prescribed 
song.
11.00 A271 Solo singing (Open) 
- Singing a prescribed song 
relating to Mull or Iona. 
14.00 A274 Solo singing (Open) 
- Singing a Skye or Sutherland 
song. Competitor’s choice. 
15.30 A270 Solo singing (Open) 
- Singing of a song from ‘Songs 
of the Hebrides’. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar na Clàrsaich 
1 – Dunoon Grammar School, 
Clàrsach Room 1 
09.15 B323A Clarsach - Interme-
diate 2 - One prescribed, one 
own choice. 
10.45 B321 Clarsach - Introduc-
tory - Own choice of Gaelic 
music.
13.30 B324 Clarsach Advanced 
- (Juniors) One prescribed, one 
own choice. 
15.00 B330A Clarsach Duet - 
Own choice of music of Gaelic 
origin (13 - 18). 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar na Clàrsaich 
2 – Dunoon Grammar School, 
Clàrsach Room 2 
09.30 B329 Clarsach Compo-
sition - Original composition 
re� ecting idiom of Gaelic music. 

11.00 B320 Clarsach - (Juniors) 
Self-accompaniment. 
13.30 B323 Clarsach - Intermedi-
ate 1 - One prescribed, one own 
choice. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Leabharlann – Dunoon 
Grammar School, Library 
09.00 B332 Clarsach - Recital .
10.15 B322 Clarsach Elementary 
- (Juniors) One prescribed, one 
own choice. 
12.15 B325 Clarsach Elementary 
- (Seniors) One prescribed, one 
own choice. 
14.00 B330 Clarsach Duet - Own 
choice of music of Gaelic origin 
(U13).
15.15 B331 Clarsach Ensemble 
- Three or more Clarsachs. Own 
choice of Gaelic music.  
15.45 B327 Clarsach - Self 
Accompaniment 

Bun-sgoil Cheàrn, Talla Chru-
inneachaidh – Kirn Primary 
School, Assembly Hall
19.00 Drama

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 1 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 1 
09.00 C40A Conversation 
(11-12)  - Converse with an 
Room adjudicator. 
11.00 C90 Conversation (13-15) - 
Converse with an adjudicator

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 2 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 2 
09.00 C20 Conversation (5-8) - 
Converse with an adjudicator

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 3 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 3

09.00 C40 Conversation (9-10) - 
Converse with an adjudicator. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 4  – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 4 
09.00 C42A Poetry Recitation 
(11-12) - Recite a prescribed 
poem. 
11.00 C22A(i) Poetry Recitation 
(7yrs) - Recite a prescribed 
poem. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 5  – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 5
09.00 C42(ii) Poetry Recitation 
(10yrs) - Recite a prescribed 
poem. 
11.00 C22 Poetry Recitation 
(5-6) - Recite a prescribed 
poem. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 6 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 6  
09.00 C42(i) Poetry Recitation 
(9yrs) - Recite a prescribed  
poem. 
11.00 C93 Reading (13-15) - Read 
a piece of prose. 
12.00 C75 Reading (U13) - Read 
a piece of prose. 

Àrd-sgoil Dhùn Omhain, 
Seòmar 7 – Dunoon Grammar 
School, Room 7 
09.00 C22A(ii) Poetry Recitation 
(8yrs) - Recite a prescribed 
poem..
11.30 C92 Poetry Recitation 
(13-15) - Prescribed poem.

THURSDAY
Talla na Banrighinn – Queen’s 
Hall 
09.00 A306 Rural Choirs - Puirt-
a-Beul.

13.30 A300 Rural Choirs - Lorn 
Shield. Sing two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice.
13.30 A303 Rural Choirs - Sheri�  
MacMaster Campbell Memorial 
Quaich. Sing two songs, one 
prescribed, one own choice. 
19.30 TS232 Traditional - Final
Sing two traditional songs. 
ompetitor’s choice. 

An Àrd Eaglais – The High 
Church 
10.00 A230 Traditional (Ladies 
� uent). Singing a traditional 
song. Competitor’s choice. 
10.00 A231 Traditional (Men 
� uent)
Singing a traditional song. 
Competitor’s choice. 

Ionad Eaglais nam Baisteach 
– Baptist Church Centre 
10.00 A204 Recitation of poem 
about World War 1 (Open) 
11.15 A205 Recitation of prose 
about World War 1 (Open) 

Eaglais Naomh Eoin – St 
John’s Church 
09.30 A305 Rural Choirs - Ladies 
- Grampian Television Trophy
Sing two songs, one prescribed, 
one own choice. 

Talla Bhaile Dhùn Omhain – 
Dunoon Burgh Hall 
09.00 A234 Solo Singing 
(Fluent) - Singing a prescribed 
song composed by a Lorn Bard. 
10.00 A272 Solo singing (Open) 
- Singing a prescribed song. 
11.30 A233 Puirt-a-beul 
(Open) - Singing Puirt-a-beul. 
Competitor’s choice.
14.00 A279 Solo self-accompa-
niment. Two songs, own choice 
any instrument except Clàrsach 

and Piano.
14.30 A277 Cèilidh Groups 
14.45 A278 Orain Luaidh. Sing 
waulking songs. Competitor’s 
choice. 

FRIDAY
Talla na Banrighinn – Queen’s 
Hall 
09.00 A308 Puirt-a-beul. - 
Prescribed.
13.30 A301 Area Choirs Lovat 
and Tullibardine Trophy. Sing 
two songs, one prescribed, one 
own choice. 
13.30 A302 Area Choirs Margrat 
Duncan Memorial Trophy. Sing 
two songs, one prescribed, one 
own choice.

Eaglais Naomh Eoin – St 
John’s Church 
10.00 A304 Area Choirs (Ladies) 
Esme Smythe Trophy.
Sing two songs, one prescribed, 
one own choice. 

An Àrd Eaglais – The High 
Kirk 
09.00 A307 Open (Men) Mull 
and Iona Shield. Sing two 
songs, one prescribed, one own 
choice. .
12.00 A276 Quartet - Sing one 
song, competitors’ choice.

Tha Am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail 
a’ toirt taing mhòr do dh’ 
Iomairt na Gàidhealtachd ‘s nan 
Eilean airson an taic don Mhòd 
Nàiseanta Rìoghail 2018.

The Royal National Mòd is 
grateful for the support of 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
towards the Royal National Mòd 
2018.
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BUSINESS NEWS
Fyne Ales toasts 
awards success
Argyll brewery Fyne Ales was among 
the big winners at the 2018 Scottish 
Beer Awards, taking home � ve.

The brewery, based at the head of 
Loch Fyne, picked up the Innovation of 
the Year award for its Origins Brewing 
project and Beer Event of the Year for 
its annual FyneFest in addition to three 
awards for beers.

The independent awards, sponsored 
by supermarket Aldi, celebrate the 
diversity of beer being produced in 
Scotland. With more than 35 breweries 
shortlisted, there was signi� cant 
competition for this year’s prizes.

In the beer categories, Maverick was 
crowned Scotland’s best British-style 
ale, accompanied by bronze prizes for 
Vital Spark in the dark ales category 
and Origins Brewing’s Expedition in the 
sour beer competition.

The Origins Brewing project, which 
uses global inspiration to create unique, 
Scottish farmhouse and wild beers in 
the original Fyne Ales brewery, was 
launched in late 2017, with the Scottish 
Beer Award and prize for Expedition 
crowning a big � rst year for the project.

Meanwhile, FyneFest was recognised 
as Scotland’s best beer event in its 
successful ninth year. Beer Event of 
the Year, a new award at the 2018 
ceremony, saw FyneFest beating six 
other events.

‘I’m delighted to bring � ve awards 
back to Argyll this year,’ said Fyne Ales 
MD Jamie Delap. ‘We had some success 
at the same awards last year, but we 
weren’t expecting to do so well.’

More than £7 million of Scottish Government 
funding is set to increase the levels of commu-
nity, social and environmental bene� t gained 
from projects that minimise the impact of 
timber lorries on rural roads.

� e 2018 Strategic Timber Transport Fund 
(STTF), managed by Forestry Commission 
Scotland, has awarded more than £7 million 
of co-� nance to projects which will improve a 
number of largely minor rural roads through-
out Scotland or take lorries o�  the road with 
the timber being transported to market by sea.

Announcing the funding as part of the agreed 
Scottish budget for 2018-19, Minister for Rural 
A� airs and the Natural Environment, Mairi 
Gougeon, said: ‘Scotland’s burgeoning £1 bil-
lion forestry industry produces seven million 
tonnes of timber every year – a quantity of 
high quality raw material that is set to increase 
in coming years.

‘� is timber will greatly bene� t our rural 
economy but we must also do all we can to 
mitigate the impact on local communities of 
increased timber tra�  c on minor rural roads. 
� e Timber Transport Fund is there to support 
projects that do just that.

‘� is year’s awards go to local authorities and 
forest owners that have come forward with 
project ideas that will facilitate the sustainable 
transport of timber and ultimately bene� t 
local communities and the environment.’

As well as providing these wider commu-
nity bene� ts required under the scheme, the 
funding also delivers bene� ts to the timber 
processing sector.

Among the projects awarded £6.3 million 

Fund to offset pressure 
caused by timber lorries

of support are road, bridge and junction 
improvements that allow timber lorries to use 
those routes more safely.

Just over £1 million of funding has also been 
awarded to support the TimberLINK shipping 
service and the creation of landing cra�  
loading areas that give access by sea to timber 
growing at the end of very fragile rural roads.

Roland Stiven, of the Confederation of 
Forest Industries, said: ‘� is funding is greatly 
needed to improve our rural roads to suit 

modern land uses such as forestry.   Work on 
minor roads such as Bunachton near Daviot 
in the Highlands strengthen the road surface, 
widen corners and provide passing places  so 
that timber lorries can share the road with 
residents and business while the harvesting 
programme is under way.

‘� e scheme is also supporting work to 
improve the freight capacity of busy rural A 
roads, vital for shi� ing sustainably grown 
timber.’

More than £7 million will co-� nance projects to improve a number of minor rural roads.
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Tourism businesses are shortlisted for honours
� e � nalists in the prestigious 
Highlands and Islands Tourism 
Awards have been announced, 
with more than 40 businesses 
and individuals shortlisted for 
honours.

� e annual awards recognise 
the best places to stay, eat, drink 
and enjoy the area’s sporting, 
historic and cultural events, as 
well as its nature and scenery.

Scottish music festivals will 
compete against a celebration 
of Asian arts and culture in one 
category, while hotels, guest 
houses, restaurants, small food 
outlets, heritage centres, wildlife 
spotting tours and others will 
also battle it out for the coveted 
piper trophies.

Leading the way is Argyll and 
the Isles, with 16 � nalists, with 
11 from Inverness/Inverness-
shire and four each from 
Strathspey and Skye. Sutherland, 
Ross-shire, Moray, Lochaber 
and the Outer Hebrides are also 
represented on the shortlist.

Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards (HITA) 

chairman Craig Ewan said: 
‘Congratulations to all our 
� nalists. Given the quality of 
the entries, the businesses and 
individuals who have made the 
shortlist can be really proud of 
their achievement.

‘It was another extremely di�  -
cult task for the judges to narrow 
the entries to just 43 contenders 
and they have another huge 
challenge ahead in picking our 

eventual winners. � e awards 
showcase the best of the tourism 
industry in the Highlands and 
Islands and also inspire operators 
to continue to raise standards and 
provide excellence at all times to 
our visitors.’

Winners will be announced at 
a ceremony on November 2 in 
the Kingsmills Hotel, Inverness, 
which will be attended by Fiona 
Hyslop, the Cabinet Secretary 

for Culture, Tourism and 
External A� airs.

� e HITA awards scheme, 
which is being held in association 
with SSE for a sixth successive 
year, is regarded as one of the pre-
mier industry hospitality awards 
programmes in Scotland.  Some 
163 businesses and individuals 
have entered or been nominated.

� e awards scheme is free and 
is open to people operating in 
the Highland, Moray, Orkney, 
Shetland, Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar and Argyll and Bute local 
authority areas.

� is year’s sponsors include 
VisitScotland, Loch Ness by 
Jacobite, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, Port of Cromarty Firth, 
Developing the Young Workforce, 
Royal Bank of Scotland, Scottish 
Provincial Press, Inverness 
Hotels Association, � e Highland 
Council, the Federation of Small 
Businesses, J � omson Colour 
Printers, Caledonian Sleeper, 
Fishers, Highlands and Islands 
Airports Ltd and NorthLink 
Ferries.

Last year’s winners celebrate their HITA success.

Tyndrum business 
put up for award
Tyndrum’s Real Food Café has been 
named as a � nalist for the Scottish 
Apprenticeship Awards 2018.

Now in its 17th year, the Scottish 
Apprenticeship Awards celebrate the 
economic value and contribution of 
apprentices and 
training providers.

The Real Food 
Café is one of 
three � nalists to 
be named in the 
SME Employer of 
the Year category, 
which recognises 
companies with 
fewer than 250 
employees in the 
apprenticeship 
programme.

The café supports its sta�  in 
undertaking modern apprenticeships in 
hospitality, supervision and leadership.

A team from the Real Food Café will 
now travel to Perth Concert Hall to 
� nd out their fate along with the other 
� nalists at an awards-ceremony on 
November 15.

Cafe owner Sarah 
Heward.

Contact Aileen Nicholson of 
the ACTG to book or for more   
details 07426 318432 
argylltraininggroup@gmail.com 

Free Bacon Roll & Lunch 
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Recollecting what’s  in a name

Right: Galmisdale, Eigg, means Gal-
mi’s Glen; top: Lismore means the 
great garden or walled enclosure; 
and Glengarrisdale, Jura, means 
glen of the walled enclosure.
Photographs: Iain Thornber

Have you got a good local story from the 
First World War? If so, The Oban Times 
would like to hear from you.

Next month, on Sunday November 11, 
will be exactly 100 years since the end of 
the First World War, a terrible, gruelling, 
four-year con� ict that saw millions killed 
or wounded.

To mark this historic centenary, The 
Oban Times is publishing a commemo-
rative 16-page supplement, giving our 
readers insight to the ‘war to end all 
wars’ and its impact on Argyll and the 
Islands.

We would like to hear your stories. How 
was your family, community or business 
a� ected by The Great War? Please email 
your story to editor@obantimes.co.uk by 
Wednesday October 24, attaching any 
photographs you wish to illustrate it, in 
as high a resolution as you can.

The day’s events begin at 6am, when 
pipers are being asked to play a par-
ticular tune at locations of their choice. 
More than 1,000 pipers have registered, 
but organisers are on a ‘� nal push’ for 
volunteers, before October 24 to include 
their names in an o�  cial guide.

Stuart Letford, editor of the Piping 
Times at the National Piping Centre, 
explained: ‘We have pipers old and 
young taking part as well as pipe bands. 
By doing this at 6am, we kickstart the 
day’s commemorations appropriately. 
The tune being played is a popular 
retreat march called When the Battle 
is Over, commonly known to pipers as 
simply The Battle’s O’er.’

At 12.30pm, bells will ring out in unison 
from churches and cathedrals across 
the country, including those in Dalavich, 
Kilchrenan and Taynuilt, where a parade 
will process from the church service to 
the village hall for an old-time concert.

Pipers who wish to register for The 
Battle’s O’er are asked to send an email, 
giving their name, telephone number, 
address and where they intend to play 
their tribute, to battlesoer@collegeof-
piping.org.

� ere are three topics guaranteed to provoke 
an argument in any pub in the world – wealth, 
politics and religion – but if the location is in 
the Highlands, where Gaelic is still spoken, 
you can add a fourth: place names.

Trying to decipher place names armed 
with only a Gaelic dictionary o� en produces 
misleading results and pitfalls for the unwary 
especially when they are a combination of Old 
Norse, Gaelic and Brythonic. A sound knowl-
edge of the dialect, wit and oral traditions of the 
locality is essential.

Usually there is a double meaning, almost a 
code. � ese were known to only a few native 
speakers who, having almost gone from the 
Highlands without explaining them to us, 
there is little we can do other than speculating 
over their origin. Here are some of the more 
popular place names with translations which 
are believed to be reasonably accurate, although 
I have no doubt some readers may disagree.

John o’ Groats [Caithness]: Named a� er John 
de Groot, one of three Dutch brothers who 
were encouraged to come to Sutherland by King 
James IV in the 1490s. � ey did well and became 
well known factors and landowners.

Jura [Argyll and Bute]: O� en said to be 
Doiread’s Island – a personal name but more 
likely to be from two Old Norse words, Djur, 
meaning deer, so deer island which, given the 
quality and quantity of these animals, would 
not be out of place.

Kingairloch [Morvern Peninsula]: Head of 
the short loch. Fiunary [Morvern]: � e fair 
shieling. Roybridge [Lochaber]: � e bridge over 
the red river. Galloway [Dumfriesshire]: Place 
of the strangers.

Galmisdale (Eigg):  Galmi’s Glen. 
Drumochter [Grampian]: � e ridge of the upper 
part. Dumbarton [Strathclyde]: � e fort of the 
Britains. Dumfries [Dumfriesshire]: Mound 
of the copse. Duich [Highland]: Black bay, 
although possibly of St Duthac, an 11th-century 
bishop.

Cawdor [Nairnshire]: Hard water. Corpach 
[Lochaber  and Jura]: Place of the corpses. 
Craigellachie [Moray]: Hill of the rocks. 
Glenhurich [Sunart]: Glen of the yew trees.

Oban [Argyll and Bute]: Little bay. Onich 
[Lochaber]: Moor. Mamore [Lochaber]: 

Rounded hill. Moy [Inverness]: A plain. Maree 
[Ross-shire]: A� er St Maelrubha, founder of a 
monastery at Applecross.

Lochearn [Perthshire]: Earn as an old name 
for water. Finlaggan [Islay]: Little white hollow. 
Lothian [Borders]: Named a� er Leudonus, a 
Roman who may have been its founder. Lismore 
[Argyll and Bute]: � e great garden or walled 
enclosure. Kylesku [Sutherland]: � e thin 
narrows. Kingussie [Badenoch and Strathspey]: 
Head of the � r trees.

Evanton [Easter Ross]: Named a� er a local 
landowners, Evan Fraser of Balconie who estab-
lished a village there at the beginning of the 19th 
century.

Blairgowrie [Perthshire]: Gabran’s (personal 
name) level crossing. Boat of Garten [Badenoch 
and  Strathspey]: Ferry crossing by the tilled 
ground. Ben Attow [Highlands]: � e long hill 
ridge. Ben Nevis  [Lochaber]: � e mountain 
of snow and mist. Ballachulish [Lochaber]: 
� e village by the narrows. Balmoral 
[Aberdeesnhire]: Settlement in the big clearing. 
Banchory [Aberdeenshire]: Mountainous place. 
Ban�  [Aberdeenshire]: Place where land was 
le�  fallow for a year, alternatively a rare Gaelic 
word for Ireland. Bannockburn [Stirlingshire]: 
� e fair little stream. Bealach nam Bo [Wester 
Ross]: � e pass of the cow.

Drumbuie [Morvern]: � e yellow ridge. 
Gi� nock [East Renfrewshire]: � e little 
ridge. Glais Bheinn [Ardgour]: � e grey 
mountain. Ardgour: � e high land of the 
goats. Camusnagaul [Ardgour]: � e bay of the 
strangers. Campbeltown [Argyll and Bute]: 
Formerly Kilkeeran, named a� er the surname 
of the Earls of Argyll.

Bruichladdich [Islay]: Edge of the shore. 
Bettyhill [Sutherland]: A settlement named af-
ter Elizabeth, Countess of Sutherland. Belnahua 
[Argyll and Bute]: Mouth of the cave (island).

Aultbea [Wester Ross]: Burn of the birch 
trees. Aviemore [Inverness-shire]: Big pass. 
Auchtermuchty [Kingdom of Fife]: � e � eld of 
the upper pig house.

Portree [Isle of Skye]: � e harbour of the 
slope. Prestonpans [East Lothian]: � e 
priest’s farmstead. Rosneath [Argyll and Bute]: 
Neath’s (personal name) headland. Knoydart 
[Inverness-shire]: Cnut’s (personal name) � ord.

Sauchiehall [Glasgow]: Snout, projecting 
ground. Strontian [Sunart]: � e nose of the fair-
ies lending its name to the element Strontium. 
Scarba [Argyll and Bute]: Cormorant island. 
Shieldaig [Wester Ross]: Sheltered bay. 
Strathcarron [Wester Ross]: Broad valley  of 
the River Carron. Strathpe� er [Ross and 

Cromarty]: Wide valley of the bright water. 
Strone [Morvern]: Nose (promontory).

Largs [North Ayrshire]: Hillside. Leith 
[Edinburgh]: Grey. Leverburgh [Isle of Harris]: 
Named a� er Viscount Leverhulme a� er he 
bought Lewis and Harris in 1918. Lewis: Marsh, 
or low island.

Macdu�  [Aberdeenshire]: A town named a� er 
James Du� , Earl of Fife, in 1783 commemorat-
ing his father. Maol Buidhe [Islay]: Bare yellow 
knoll of hillside. Muckle Flugga  [Shetland 
Islands]: Large cli� s. Mull [Argyll and Bute]: 
Headland.

Kintyre [Argyll and Bute]: Headland. 
Inverness: Mouth of the River Ness, from 
Nesta, meaning roaring or rushing water: Steall 
an Easg [Kingairloch]: Place of the little spout-
ing waterfalls. Now gone due to a hydro electric 
scheme. Arduaine [Argyll and Bute]: � e green 
height. Gourock (Strathclyde]: � e pimple. 
Kinuachdrachd [Jura]: � e head or upper � eld. 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern lines

Recollecting what’s  in a name
Morvern lines

Appealing for 
your stories from 
First World War

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Our archive photograph this week comes from 1995 and shows a celebration at Oban Dis-
tillery following a cut in the rate of tax levied on the whisky industry. Pictured toasting 
the reduction are, left to right, Michael McDermott, Willie MacDougall, Mark Connor and 
Doreen Shaw.

A view from the Fort in the early 1890s from the Roamer Archive.

Recollecting what’s  in a name

Glenquoich [Inverness-shire]: � e glen of the 
cup, meaning a round corrie.

Laggan [Islay]: A hollow. Inverlochy 
[Lochaber]: Con� uence of the River Lochy. 
Torlundy  [Lochaber]: Hill of the marshy 
place. Ben Hiant [Ardnamurchan]: Holy 
mountain. Beinn Mheadhoin [Glenhurich and 
Kingairloch]: � e middle hill. Garbh Bheinn 
[Ardgour]: � e rough mountain. Ben Resipole 
[Sunart]: � e hill of the homestead.

Morvern: � e sea gap. Ladhar Bheinn 
[Knoydart]; � e forked mountain. Glenuig 
[Moidart]: � e glen of the bay. Glasgow: � e 
place of the blue green hollows. Glen A� ric 
(Inverness-shire]: � e ford of the boar. Tarbert 
[Argyll and Bute]: portage or crossing point.

Newtonmore: [Inverness-shire] new town on 
the moor. Loch Lomond: Loch of the beacon, 
referring, of course, to the mountain above. 
Luss: Herbs.

Glengarrisdale [Jura]: Glen of the walled 

enclosure. Machrihanish [Kintyre]: � e high 
plain. Saddell [Kintyre]: Priest’s dale. Carnoch 
[Glen Tarbert, Glencoe and other sites in the 
Highlands]: � e place of the cairn. � ere is an 
important Bronze Age burial cairn here.

Rahoy [Morvern]: � e north fort, named a� er 
a vitri� ed fort not far from Rahoy House.

Laudale [Morvern]: Laud’s (personal name) 
glen.

Scalpay [Outer Hebrides]: Boat-shaped island.
Port Ellen [Islay]: Named by the Gaelic schol-

ar W F Campbell a� er his wife, Lady Eleanor 
Campbell in 1821.

Portobello [suburb of Edinburgh]: Derived 
from Spanish meaning a � ne harbour.

Larachbeag  [Morvern]: Place of the small 
ruins. Achnacarry [Lochaber]: � e � eld of the 
� sh-trap.

Sron a’ Chleirich [Tayside]: � e point of the 
cleric or, the parson’s nose.

Slochd [Inverness-shire]: � e deep hollow.

Higher Photography
NOW ON OFFER

Higher Photography
Fort William , Oct
Apply now!

REHIS Elementary Food Hygiene (refresher): Nov 19 
REHIS Elementary Food Hygiene: Nov 2
Basic Book keeping: Nov date TBC
IOSH Working Safely: Oct 05, Nov 02, Dec 07 
IOSH Managing Safely: Nov 01-22 (weekly) Personal 
Licence Holder (refresh): Nov 12, Dec 10 Personal 
Licence Holder: Oct 11, Nov 29
First Aid at Work (3 day): Oct 15-17
First Aid Refresher (2 day): Nov 15-16
Mental Health First Aid: Oct 16-17
Emergency First Aid at Work: Oct 18, Nov 30

MCA Personal Safety and Social Responsibility (PSSR) (STCW): Oct 30 MCA 
Personal Survival Techniques (PST STCW 95): Nov 07
RYA Level 2 Powerboat: Nov 1-2, 08-09, 15-16
RYA Day Skipper Theory: Nov 21-25 
RYA Yachtmaster/Coastal Skipper: Dec 04-05 RYA VHF Radio: Dec 12-14
MCA Elementary First Aid STCW 95: Dec 07 

REHIS Elementary Food Hygiene (refresher): Nov 05 

Emergency First Aid at Work: Nov 28 
Fort William Kinlochleven

Mallaig

Ardnamurchan

Short and Part Time Courses near you

www.whc.uhi.ac.uk/business/best-courses 01397 874 874
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

01397 874 000

Part time

Business training, check availability and book online:
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURESOban weathers 
the � ooding from 
autumnal storms
It has been a torrid week in Oban as the 
town centre was subjected to signi� cant 
� ooding as the weather closed in.

Particularly severely hit was the 
Lochavullin Retail Park, where cars became 
submerged, lorries and buses were stranded, 
and shops, including Homebase, found 
themselves under water.

However, as we report this week, there 
have been numerous other incidents 
of � ooding, including that of Hugh 
Carmichael, whose home in Soroba Road 
found itself swamped as the Black Lynn rose 
and burst its banks.

� ere were also a number of road 
accidents, some in part at least attributable 
to the weather.

As ever, when developments of this kind 
occur, we expect out emergency services 
to respond and they did so again this week 
with their customary sel� essness and 
gallantry. � e uniformed services were 
augmented in no small measure by other 
public servants, including those workers 
for Argyll and Bute Council who toiled to 
restore normality.

� ere have been calls for more to be done 
to prevent a repeat of the � ooding seen this 
week but it is di�  cult to know how that can 
be achieved.

� e inundation across the Lochavullin 
area, in particular, was caused by a number 
of factors, not the least of which was 
exceptionally persistent and heavy rain, 
coupled with high tides and the Black Lynn 
burn being full. 

Calls for pumps to be made available 
are understandable but beg the question: 
to where exactly is the � ood water to be 
pumped?

When the streets and Black Lynn are 
inundated, it is di�  cult to identify where 
the excess water could go.

We owe a debt of gratitude to those who 
worked to alleviate the problem but there is 
a debate to be entered into to � nd ways to 
prevent a repetition.

Fireworks event will raise 
funds for brave Harris
It has come to the time of year again when we are 
starting to plan our Dunbeg community bon� re 
and � reworks night, to take place on Saturday 
November 3.

Last year’s was fantastic and the total of £2,500 
was raised for Oban Pipe Band. � is would not 
be possible without the generous donations 
received from local businesses.

� is year we are raising money for Harris 
McGougan. � is is only a small sample of what 
Harris has been through.

On July 12, 2017, at the age of only two, Harris’s 
family were informed that he had acute lymph-
oblastic leukaemia (ALL). Over the past year he 
has been virtually living in the Royal Hospital 
for Sick Children in Edinburgh.

It was full on from bone marrow tests to 
con� rm diagnosis and a central line in his 
chest, blood  transfusions, many chemotherapy 
sessions, infections and many more.

His mum says the treatment ‘drained the life 
out of him’. He had an induction phase of � ve 
weeks, which didn’t work, and then started on a 
more intense regime of chemotherapy.

He is now � nished this block and is now on his 
maintenance phase, which lasts a further two 
years.

Harris goes to Glasgow every Tuesday for 
blood tests, he has oral chemotherapy every 
night if his bloods are okay. Every month he has 
to have chemotherapy intravenously and every 
three months he has to be put under anaesthetic 
and have chemotherapy put in his spine.

� is is one courageous little boy.
We would like to ask anyone if they would be 

so kind as to donate something to our event, be 
it a ra�  e prize, bottle stall donation or monetary 
donation. Any donations would be greatly 
appreciated.  To make a donation by cheque, 
please make payable to Dunbeg Development 
Committee. To make donation to our ra�  e or 
bottle stall, we can arrange to collect it from 
you at a time that is convenient for you by con-
tacting Catriona on 07825 186196.

James MacDonald,
Event organiser, Lochnell Road, Dunbeg.

Ceòl Cholasa festival was an 
outstanding success story
I am writing to let your readership know 
about this year’s outstanding Ceòl Cholasa 

festival, which has recently ended. Debate 
organiser Keir Johnston, ably assisted by Liam 
and Caitlin McNeill, managed to attract Tide 
Lines, a huge name in the Scottish music busi-
ness. � eir vibrant performance was a treat to 
behold.

Also very popular were � e Young ‘Uns and 
Whyte. � e former, a trio of acapella singers, 
moved many to tears of sadness, swi� ly followed 
by tears of hilarity. Whyte o� ered ancient Gaelic 
laments accompanied by an audio visual display 
that will live long in the memory.

� e three-day feast of music attracted 
visitors by the score to the Isle of Colonsay. I 

commend  Ceòl Cholasa   to your readers and 
encourage the to come along next September.

Scott Weatherstone,
Goirtean, Isle of Colonsay.

Crossing point in retail park 
is in the wrong location
I too shared Martin Laing’s delight at the new 
road crossing at Oban Retail Park (At random, 
� e Oban Times, September 27) – until I came 
to use it. Crossing Lochavullin Road from the 
Tesco side, I could not see tra�  c coming from 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION

HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 
& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

martinboylecontracting@gmail.com

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water approved contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Established 2005  •  Isle of  Jura
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Cho fad ’s is cuimhne leam 
tha mi air a bhith measail air 
earrach agus foghar,  aman-
nan cura agus buain! Fiù 
’s ged nach eil againne ach 
lios beag gàrraidh tha tlachd 
mhòr ann a bhith ga àiteach, 
agus a’ faicinn na chuireas 
sinn a’ fàs.

� a buachailleachd ri 
dhèanamh gus planntrais 
a dhìon ach le beagan 
dìchill gheibh thu luach do 
shaothrach.

Bhiodh e ladarna dhuinne 
gearan air mar a chaidh cùi-
sean leinn anns a’ ghàrradh 
am-bliadhna oir ged nach 
tàinig a h-uile càil chun 
na h-ìre a dh’iarramaid, 
bha deagh bhuain againn. 
Cha robh am buntàta cho 
lìonmhor anns a’ ghàrradh 
am-bliadhna agus bha ceist 
agam am b’ i an aimsir thio-
ram a bu choireach ged a bha 
mi a’ cumail uisge ris.

Mar phlanntrais eile 
feumaidh buntàta grian 
agus uisge gus fàs agus cha 
do chòrd tiormachd an 
t-samhraidh idir ri iomadh 
achadh dheth! Ri linn sin tha 
cuid de thuathanaich a’ gear-
an air lughdachadh toraidh 
agus tha feadhainn ag ràdh 
gum faodadh buntàta bhith 
nas gainne am-bliadhna na 

‘n àbhaist. Tuigidh sibh mar 
sin cho toilichte ‘s a bha mi 
nuair a thug mi cuairt chun 
an raon a bha mi � ìn is Iain 
Ùisdean còir air a chur agus 
far an deach agam air cha 
mhòr peile a’ lìonadh far dà 
chuiseig de Kerrs Pink!

Dh’� às e fìor mhath, 
lìonmhor agus mòr, agus ged 
nach eil an Golden Wonder 
dualach a bhith cho torrach 
tha esan cuideachd air 
tighinn air adhart sònraichte 
math. 

Cha d’ � uair Iain de 
shaoghal na leigeadh dha 
toradh an t-sìl a chuir sinn 
� aicinn air abachadh, ach 
saoilidh mi gum biodh e air 
a dheagh dhòigh leis mar a 
thachair le mòran grèine, glè 
bheag uisge, agus gun chus 
àiteachais bho chaidh an sìol 
a chur ach crann-

drilidh a chur troimhe uair 
neo dhà gus na luibhean a 
chumail fo smachd.

Nuair a thogas sinn  e a 
dh’aithghearr bidh e inntin-
neach tuairmse tomhais a 
dhèanamh air ìre iomallan 
an tòraidh ma choinneamh 
na chuir sinn. Mun àm 
a bhios sibh a’ leughadh 
seo bidh mise ann an Dùn 
Omhain agus an seachdamh 
Mòd Nàiseanta anns a’ bhaile 

sin an impis tòiseachadh, 
agus chan eil teagamh nach 
eil ochd làithean dripeil ro 
sgioba beag luchd-obrach a’ 
Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich, 
buill na Comataidh 
Eagrachaidh Ionadail, agus 
àireamh mhòr eile de luchd-
taice saor-thoileach.

Bidh faisg air trì mìle farpai-
seach air bhioran cuideachd 
is bidh � ughair oirnn faicinn 
agus cluinntinn toradh an 
obair-deasachaidh a rinn 
iadsan uile ma choinneamh 
a’ Mhòid. Mar a chuirear ‘s 
ann a bhuainear, agus gach 
soirbheachadh leotha agus 
leis a’ Ghàidhlig.

Growers everywhere enjoy 
harvesting carefully nurtured 
crops and a high yield always 
gives particular pleasure.

As you read this, the 2018 
Royal National Mòd will be 
opening in Dunoon and over 
eight days just under 3,000 
competitors will demonstrate 
the results of many hours of 
preparation. 

We wish them all success, 
and another bene� cial 
yield for Gaelic.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@ obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

the le�  because of the bend in the road and the 
hedge. A wheelchair user’s line of sight will be 
lower than mine and the visibility worse.

Charlie Cross,
Argyll Street, Oban.

Seeking information about 
an artist from Mull
On a visit to Mull in 1992, I purchased two paint-
ings, one a landscape and the other a Highland 
cow. Both still look down from our wall and are 
much loved.

Recently I was asked about the artist but only 
remember meeting him brie� y when we bought 
the paintings. I wondered if your readers had any 
information about Eric Finney which they could 
share with me.

Eddie Littler,
eddie.littler@blueyonder.co.uk.

A new harbour authority is 
needed for Fort William
I attended the Fort William 2040 event on 
September 12. What struck me  was that the 
area under discussion and consideration was 
from Achintore to the Annat Narrows to the 
north and east, whereas Treslaig, Camusnagaul, 
Achaphubuil and Blaich to the south and west 
were just white lands with no reference made 
to our community interests. I raised this at the 
meeting of Ardgour Community Council the 
following night. It is imperative that our inter-
ests, ambitions and concerns are addressed in 
the next iteration of the plan.

We welcome the priority given to the marine 
and waterfront elements. � is should include 
usage of the Camusnagaul ferry for local use, 
visitors accessing the Cro� ers Walk and cyclists 
on the 78 cycle route using the A861 between 
Corran and Fort William. 

One important need is to establish a harbour 
authority to provide the management and wider 
local bene� ts.

I am very concerned about any proposed ex-
pansion of Corpach Port in view of long-stand-
ing environmental concerns. In particular, 
any  expansion onto Eilean  nan Craobh, which 
is of considerable historic and ecological interest, 
will have major environmental and landscape 
impacts for our community.

Account needs to be taken of the Corran ferry 
with the current vessels nearing 20 and 50 years 
old. � e last Lochaber Local Plan, 15 years ago, 
included a policy for a low level, opening bridge. 
� at is required or a modern ferry with modi� ed 
jetties to permit other relief vessels being used.

Whenever the A82 between Nether Lochaber 
and Fort William is blocked by an accident, 
landslip or trees, vehicles use the Corran ferry 
to access the north or south. � e alternative is 
a four-hour detour. � e A861 between Ardgour 
and Kinlocheil is single track. To cope with 
vastly increased use during periods when the 
A82 is blocked, we require more passing places, 
extended passing places and signs detailing 
overtaking procedures to avoid tra�  c chaos.

Michael Foxley, by email.

Fort William. This week’s photograph 
is sent to us by Beryl Carmichael from 
Oban, who said: ‘it is an evening scene 
depicting Oban Bay with unusual 
lighting in the sky.’

MONEY FOR 
YOUR CLOTHES

Weighed and paid at your front door
Clothes in good condition, no stains, no rags, 

no underwear, no wet clothes, 
and good quality shoes and bedding.

All areas covered.

Tel 07950452395

Weighed and paid at your front door

Why donate when you can be paid?
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Arthur Cross, Ian King and John Young arrive at Oban’s Hope Kitchen 
after cycling 90 miles. 

Cycling from Lismore to Oban – the long way

Oban Music Society’s next concert 
features Arctic Winds, one of 
Scotland’s most dynamic wind 
quintets.

Arctic Winds, comprised of 
Yvonne Robertson on � ute, 
Catherine Earnshaw on oboe, 
Rebecca Whitener on clarinet, 
Anthea Wood on bassoon and Jamie 
Shield on French horn, will be on 
stage this Sunday, October 14, at 
3pm in St John’s Cathedral, George 
Street, Oban, Quintets by Reicha 
and Dvorak, Hindemith’s delightful 
Kleine Kammermusik and Jim 
Parker’s jazz in� ected Mississippi 
Five will feature.

Further details can be found at 
www.obanmusicsociety.org.

Cyclists Arthur Cross, Ian King and 
John Young pedalled 90 miles in 
a day from Lismore to Oban – the 
long way round via Ardnamurchan 
– to fundraise for Hope Kitchen and 
Mary’s Meals.

� e challenge started at 7am on 
Friday September 28 on Lismore, 
before the trio crossed to Appin, 
then headed up to the Corran Ferry, 
over to Strontian in Morvern and 
Kilchoan on the Ardnamurchan 
Peninsula, then sailed to Tobermory 
on Mull, cycling down to Craignure 
to meet the Oban ferry, � nishing up 
in Hope Kitchen at 6pm – 90 miles 
and four ferry crossings later – for a 
wee ceilidh.

Lismore cro� er Arthur said: 
‘Mary’s Meals feeds children on a 
daily basis in many of the world's 
poorest countries. Hope Kitchen is 
based in Oban and its aim is the ad-
vancement of services which provide 
food, shelter and companionship to 
vulnerable and marginalised people. 

All donations will be shared 

Inveraray and District Accordion 
and Fiddle Club got its new season 
under way on Wednesday October 
10 at � e Inveraray Inn.

Guest artistes for the opening 
night were the Luke Brady Trio 
from Dundee, making their � rst 
appearance.

� e club welcomes supporting 
players to come along for a tune 
– without you there would be no 
club – so look out your accordion 
or � ddle and head for the Inveraray 
Inn.

Ruaraidh Galbraith, 16, from Barra 
has been announced as a � nalist 
in the Young Scot Awards, which 
recognise incredible and heroic 
achievements.

As part of the Year of Young People 
2018, Scotland set out to inspire 
and celebrate young people across 
the country by showcasing their 
accomplishments and contributions 
to their communities.

� e Sunday Mail and Steven 
Brown Art Young Scot Awards 2018 
will be one of the closing events of 
the Year of Young People 2018 and is 
set to be the biggest and best awards 
night in its 12-year history.

Ruaraidh is a � nalist in the 
Excellence in Education category. 
Ruaraidh has displayed outstanding 
achievement through his academic 
career and has shown great dedica-
tion to his school and community.

Beyond the school environment, 
Ruaraidh was a member of the Young 
Scot 5Rights Youth Commission 
which co-designs recommendations 
on how to improve young people’s 
digital rights. As part of the group, 
Ruaraidh presented a � nal report 
last year to the Cabinet Secretary 
for Culture, Tourism and External 
A� airs Fiona Hyslop.

� e annual awards ceremony will 
be held on Friday November 30.

An angler from North Connel has 
been awarded � e Malloch Trophy 
for catching the biggest salmon in 
Scotland on a � y.

� e trophy was presented to Tom 
Bonniwell who caught a 47-inch 
salmon weighing between 40 and 
44lbs in the River Awe in September 
last year.

� e Malloch Trophy is run by the 
Tay Foundation and is presented 
to the angler who has caught the 
biggest salmon in Scotland on a � y, 
which they have then released.

Entries are still open for the 2018 
trophy and anyone interested should 
get in touch with Inga MacGillivray 
at the Tay Foundation on 01738 
583733.

BARRA

Tom Bonniwell, with his children Lucas and Mia, receive The Malloch 
Trophy from Inga MacGillivray from the Tay Foundation. Photograph by Kim 

MacGillivray. 

Bookbug sessions will be taking 
place at Achaleven Primary School 
every Friday until December 7.

Sessions will be held in the school 
from 2.15pm. � e poster reads: 
‘Come along and join our P1/P2 grop 
for singing and rhythm-making 
fun.’ � e free sessions, which include 
singing and fun rhythm-making 
activities, last around 30 minutes 
and are open to everyone.

CONNEL

OBAN

North Connel 
angler wins 
Malloch Trophy

equally between the two charities.’ 
A Go Fund Me webpage called 

Ardnamurchan For Hope and 
Mary’s has been set up for the cause.

McCaig’s Tower is lighting up for 
World Polio Day on Wednesday 
October 24.

� e Oban landmark will be bathed 
in purple to show support from the 
town’s rotary club.

� e Rotary Club of Oban is 
joining thousands of other Rotary 
clubs around the world to stage 
Purple4Polio events to raise aware-
ness and donations for their End 
Polio Now and Forever campaign.

� e colour purple represents the 
dye placed on a child’s � nger to 
show they have been immunised 
against the disease in polio-endemic 
countries including Afghanistan 
and Nigeria.  It makes it easier to 
see who has been protected and 
who has not. Since Rotary and its 
partners launched the Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative more than 
30 years ago, cases of polio have 
plummeted  from about 350,000 
cases a year in 125 countries to just 
22 incidences in 2017.

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 MARTIN LAING

mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random
TAYNUILT

ISLAY

On their bikes to raise charity cash
In 650 cities all over the 
world men don their tweeds 
and cravats, mount their 
motorcycles and ride out to 
raise money for men’s mental 
health and prostate cancer. 
Thirty-� ve riders rode from 
Killin to Kenmore, over to Glen 
Quaich then on to Aberfeldy, 
stopping at Dull for co� ee 
in the Highland Safaris Cafe 
before heading back to Killin 
for lunch kindly donated by 
Michael and Lynne Crow at 
the Courie Inn. To date, the 
Distinguished Gentlemen’s 
Rides in Killin have raised 
more than £6,000.
Photographs: Ron Allner

Two new community singing 
groups are hitting the right notes in 
Taynuilt.

Organiser Emma Bubberman says 
the groups are fast becoming part of 
village life with an impressive take-
up from youngsters and adults.

Each week around 16 people are 
turning up for the � ursday re-
hearsal in the village hall at 6.30pm. 
� e junior section, which meets at 
4pm, has nine members so far.

‘We take a relaxed and fun ap-
proach to music and sing a range of 
hits from musicals to modern chart 
music. We also understand and 
appreciate that life happens and are 
fully supportive of members dipping 
in and out when occasion calls.

‘We’re not gearing up for any 
competitions. We are just a group 
of people who love to sing. It’s good 
for the soul,’ added mum-of-one Ms 
Bubberman originally from New 
Zeland.

� e new choirs are separate to the 
well-established Gaelic choir in the 
village.

Ms Bubberman, who works at 
Brander Lodge, sang in musicals 
and streams her own music on 
Soundcloud. She also used to run 
Taynuilt school choir.

One of the adult singers joining 
her is Annette Gray: ‘I just love 
singing. Coming along and singing 
with other people makes a change 
from just singing at home alone to 
CDs. I look forward to it.’

Newcomer to Taynuilt Steve 
Harold is the only man in the group 
but hopes others will join him.

‘It’s been great socially to come 
and meet people as someone new 
to the village. I’ve been made very 
welcome. 

‘Singing is wonderful, it cheers 
people up.’

� e next singing sessions will be 
on � ursday November 15.

Four days of felt-making was one 
highlight of a successful week of 
art courses at � e Dower House on 
Islay.

� e Killin branch of the Scottish Women’s Institute held its 
� rst meeting of the new session last � ursday.

� ere was an excellent turnout of members and visitors to 
hear marine geologist Heather Stewart Koe give a fascinating 
talk on her work. � rough her work, local girl Heather has 
travelled to many countries, including Antarica.

Competition winners: Fish Pate: 1 Fiona Boath; 2 equal, Anne 
Rose and Ann Watson; 3 Margaret Galloway. Sea Shell:  1 
Margaret Galloway; 2 Ellen Stewart, 3 Fiona Boath.

� e next SWI meeting is on � ursday November 1 in Lesser 
McLaren Hall at 7.30pm.

Other workshops during the 
creative residential retreat included 
making mosaics and slate painting, 
all inspired by the island.

Rose Hatcher came from Dorset 
to teach her own style of wet felt 
making.

� e event was so popular dates 
for the next workshops are already 
being planned. � e Dower House is 
disabled friendly.

Go to dowerhouseislay.com for 
more information.

KILLIN

Praise for young petitioners 
I take my hat o�  to the young people from 
Oban High School who are campaigning 
to save the Scottish Sealife Sanctuary at 
Barcaldine from closure.

More than 100 people have so far signed the 
petition drawn up by the young people to try 
to persuade Merlin Entertainments Group to 
reverse its decision to close the attraction at 
the end of this month unless a new operator 
can be found.

Anything that diminishes the attractions 
which draw tourists to this area is to be very 
much regretted. Added to that is the potential 
loss of a facility that treats and cares for 
marine creatures. What a shame it would be 
for that to go to the wall.

Perhaps most signi� cant – certainly for 
those involved – will be the departure of a 
number of jobs. For the sta�  facing losing 
their positions, the near future is one of 
uncertainty, and this comes as the most 
expensive time of the year, Christmas, is 
looming.

However, in this instance, I fear the 
campaigners are � ghting a lost cause. I hope 
I’m wrong but I can’t see Merlin U-turning.

Excitement builds for Mòd
As readers will have seen in this week's 
newspaper, the Royal National Mòd is 
imminent.

� e Oban Times will be covering all the 
events and competitions. 

We are sending a team to Dunoon to make 
sure those who cannot be there in person are 
kept up to date with everything that's going 
on. Almost 3,000 competitors will be taking 
part in the many events. If you want to stay 
up to date, make sure you pick up your copy 
of the paper over the next couple of weeks for 
the best Mòd coverage.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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OUTDOORS � is week’s walks
LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 
Saturday October 13: 
Cnap Cruinn and Monessie Gorge,
Glen Spean
This small hill, on the Grahams list, 
gives a grand perspective on nearby 
Munros in the Grey Corries and the 
Easains.

Start at the end of the public road 
at Fersit, NN349781, where parking 
is available. Follow the dismantled 
tramway N then SW to a dam on the 
Allt Làire. Cross the dam and follow 
the river upstream on its W bank 
until past the plantation, then head 
NW to the summit of Cnap Cruinn, 
742m. Continue NW with little change 
in height to Beinn Chlianaig, 724m. 
Continue NW for 350m to the edge 
of the summit plateau. Descend N, 
crossing the 261m Parallel Road and 
the tramway to reach Monessie. 
Follow the track, then footpath to 
cross the Monessie Gorge on the 
suspension bridge. Turn E alongside 
the railway for 250m to a bridge to 
reach the A86. Transport required. 
Limited o� -road parking is available in 
this vicinity. More parking available at 
the Cille Choirill Church CP NN306812.

Grade: M; distance: 12km; height 
to climb: 560m; map(s): LR41, EX392. 
Meet at Fort William WM at 9am for 
start of walk at 9.45am. Leader: Rick 
Atkinson 07587 549731.
Thursday October 18: 
Tigh an Truish to Ellenabeich,
Isle of Seil 
Part of one of Cameron McNeish’s 
“Routes Less Travelled”. Good views 
of rugged coastlines, land- and 
seascapes. Sites of antiquity to be 
found. Much of the route is on or near 
the seashore. 

Start at the CP opposite the Tigh an 
Truish (House of Trousers), NM784196. 
Follow the footpath NW to the shore 
at the head of the Puilladobhrain 
Anchorage. Follow the coastline 
SW along the foot of some rocky 
escarpments to Camuslaich. Continue 
S on the track. Traces of a Dun may 
be found atop the escarpment at 

NM771186. On reaching the minor 
road turn sharply NW and follow it un-
til just past the foot of Loch Caithlim at 
the NTL. Leave the road and follow the 
shore of the narrow gut to reach the 
remains of Ardfad Castle at NM768195, 
once the seat of the Macdougalls of 
Ardencaple. Return to the track that 
follows the shoreline NW, passing two 
disused quarries. Abandon the track 
and head SSW over rough ground up 
to Druim Buidhe. Veer towards the 
coast as height is gained for views W 
across the Firth of Lorn, aiming for the 
foot of the prominent hill of Dun Mor 
on the headland above the village of 
Ellenabeich. The ascent of Dun Mor 
is by a steep, narrow, exposed ridge 
and is optional. Descend by path or 
track to Ellenabeich VH CP. Transport 
Required

Grade: L; distance: 10km; Height 
to climb: 250m; map(s): LR55, EX359. 
Meet at: Longsdale CP, Oban, at 
9.45am, for start of walk at 10.30am. 
Leader: Andrew Gilbert 07808 924722.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevishillwalk-
ing.club. If anyone would like to go 
out on the walk please contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday October 14: 
Meall nan Tarmachan, Meall Garbh 
and Beinn nan Eachan
From the car park head S along a track 
for about 300m before heading SE up 
the hillside to a 774m top.  

From here head S along the ridge 
to the summit of Creag an Lochain at 
842m. Drop to a col before heading 
S up the ridge to the summit of 
Meall nan Tarmachan. Head SW to the 
1026m munro top of Meall Garbh. Turn 
WNW and then SW along the ridge to 
the 1000m munro top of Beinn nan 
Eachan.

Return 300m along the ridge before 
heading NNW down the ridge of 
Beinn a’ Bhuic. The ridge then turns 
N over Meall Glas at 829m and then 
NE to Creag nam Bothan at 790m. 
Either head down E to descend to the 
track back to the start point or head 
N to the 694m top and descend the 
hillside E back to the start point. The 
� rst alternative may be better if there 
is much water in the river. (11km, 850m 
ascent). 

Suggested and coordinated by Kate 
Willis.

‘Lost world’ in the Highlands 
marks 10 years of rewilding
Conservation charity Trees for Life 
is celebrating the 10th anniversary 
of its � agship Dundreggan con-
servation estate in Glenmoriston 
– marking a decade of restoring the 
Caledonian forest at the site.

On September 26, the charity’s 
supporters and children from 
Invergarry Primary School attended 
a celebration event at the 10,000-
acre biodiversity hotspot to the 
west of Loch Ness. � ey visited 
Dundreggan’s tree nursery, where 
they squashed rowan berries to re-
lease seeds, and also joined wildlife 
tours to see conservation in action.

‘� is � rst decade of rewilding at 
Dundreggan has been an inspiring 
success story. � anks to hundreds 
of volunteers, 1,200 hectares of new 
forest are now growing from valley 

to summit,’ said Doug Gilbert, Trees 
for Life’s operations manager at 
Dundreggan.

‘� ese � ourishing woodlands 
full of life are helping us save the 
Caledonian forest – one of the 
world’s magical forest habitats – 
from being lost forever. A renewed 
forest is being created that will ben-
e� t people and wildlife for centuries 
to come.’

Trees for Life’s 2008 purchase of 
Dundreggan for £1.65 million made 
it one of the UK’s largest areas of 
land bought for forest restoration. 
� e former hunting estate was 
already home to ancient forest frag-
ments, including outstanding areas 
of juniper and dwarf birch.

� e charity has since been plant-
ing half a million trees at the site, 

ensuring natural regeneration of 
woodlands, and encouraging the 
return of rare wildlife, plants and 
insects. Volunteers have carried 
out much of this work, including by 
joining popular conservation weeks.

At the site’s tree nursery, volun-
teers can join tree nursery weeks 
– helping a skilled team grow 60,000 
native and rare trees each year for 
planting out on the estate and other 
Highland sites.

Dundreggan is a biodiversity-rich 
‘lost world’. Almost 4,000 plant and 
animal species have been identi� ed 
so far, including unusual species 
such as the strawberry spider and 
a midge that does not bite. Several 
species had never been recorded in 
the UK before or were feared extinct 
in Scotland.

Half a million trees have been planted at Dundreggan, which is now home to strawberry spiders, inset.
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FARMING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Around the markets
Dalmally – United Auctions held a sale on 
Friday October 5 of 2793 lambs and sheep. 
A good attendance of buyers ensured all 
stock was easily sold to sellers’ advantage. 
Lambs averaged £39.86 per head (+ £7.24) or 
148.94 pence per kilo (+ 33.32 pence per kilo). 
Breeding and feeding sheep sold at levels 
prevailing at other principal centres.
Principal lots and prices.
Lambs
SUFFx: £55.00 – Couston Farm : £55.00 
– Ardachuple.
TEXx: £75.00 – Ardachuple : £69.00 – 
Glenshellach : £57.00 – Barguillean : £57.00 
– 1 Hall Cottage : £56.00 – Glenshellach : 
£55.00 – Barguillean.
CHEVx: £55.50 – Kingairloch Estate : £54.00 
– Machrins.
CROSS: £58.00 – Achaleven : £55.50 – Ben 
Sgoltaire Cottage : £55.00 – Blarmafoldach.
MULE: £57.00 – Ardachuple : £53.00 – 
Boreland Farms : £53.00 – Glenshellach : 
£53.00 – Kiloran Farmers.
BF: £47.00 – Balnahard : £46.50 – 
Glenshellach : £45.50 – Achnaba : £45.50 
– Couston Farm : £45.50 – Benmore Home 
Farm : £44.50 – Blarmafoldach : £44.00 
– Bragleenmore.
Ewes.
TEXx: £60.00 and £44.00 – Barbreck, 
Kilchrennan.
CHEV: £61.00 – Barbreck, Kilchrennan.
CROSS: £42.00 – Barbreck, Kilchrennan.
MULE: £33.00 – Craig Farm.
BF: £62.00 and £50.00 – Lurignish : £43.00 
– Tullochcan.
Top prices per kilo.
Lambs.
SUFFx: 184p – Corncrake Cottage, 
Colonsay : 174p – Kiloran Farmers : 173p – 
Blarmafoldach : 170p – Couston Farm.
TEXx: 193p – Silvercraigs : 192p – Machrins 
: 182p – Barguillean : 173p – Lephinkill : 
173p – Home� eld Cro�  : 173p – Barbreck, 
Lochgilphead : 172p – Glenshellach.
CHEV: 177p – Cro�  No5, Mull : 175p and 
167p – Barndromin : 163p – Kingairloch 
Estate.
CROSS: 187p and 177p – Cro�  No5, Mull : 
172p – Blarmafoldach : 165p – 2 Kiel Cro� s.
MULE: 177p – Boreland Farms : 169p and 
166p – Kiloran.
BF: 166p – Garvachy : 157p – Balnahard : 
155p – Achnaba and Creaganterve Beg : 154p 
– Achnaba : 153p – Benmore Home Farm : 
150p – Bragleenmore and Couston Farm.

Oban – United Auctions held their Annual 
Show and Sale of Suckled Calves at Oban 
Livestock Centre when they sold 942 head. 
Although calves in general were well shown, 
they lacked weight and condition on the year 
and the downward trends set at earlier sales 
of Spring Born Calves was evident on the day. 
Bullocks levelled out at £562.29 per head or 
219.92 pence
per kilo (- 43.27 pence per kilo). Heifers 
levelled out at £473.01 per head or 190.15 
pence per kilo (- 42.71 pence per kilo). 
� e show was judged by Mr J Cowie, 
Nicolson Park, Fordyce and he awarded the 
Championship to a Limousin Cross Bullock 
from W Buchanan, Lag-An-Fhiodhain 
which later realised £1020 or 267 pence 
per kilo. Reserve Championship went to 
a Limousin Cross Heifer, consigned by D 
MacDonald, Tyree, she later sold for £1620 or 
389.4 pence per kilo.
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Bullocks.
AAx: £910 – Craignaich(4) : £905(2), £805(8) 
– Poltalloch.

BSx: £990(2) and £870(2) – Craignaich.
CHARx: £610(2) – Shenavallie.
HIGH: £410(3) – Ard Daraich, Lochdon.
LIMx: £1040 – Ardachy : £1040 – Achnaba : 
£1020 – Lag-Na-Fhiodhain : £1010 – Achnaba 
: £980 – Ardachy : £970 – Culbhuirg : £960 
and £940 – Achnaba : £940 – Achnacree 
Beag : £900 – Culbhuirg(3), Achnaba and 
Ardachy(5).
LUING: £695(10), £690(10), £685(23) and 
£680(10) – Ardlarach, Luing.
SALx: £635 – 8 Vatersay.
SHx: £700 – Inshaig : £630 – Iochdar and 
Inshaig(4).
SIMx: £725 – Drimnin Estate : £720 – 
Pennygown : £690 – Scammadale(4) and 
Dallachulish.
SHx: £610(2) – 3 Vatersay.
Heifers.
AAx: £670(2) – Ardachy.
BRBx: £570 – 19 East Hynish.
CHARx: £560(2) – Shenavallie.
LIMx: £1620 – Tyree : £1000 – Ardachy : 
£910(2) – Achnaba : £890 – Achnacree Beag 
: £880(3) – Achnaba : £850 – Culbhuirg and 
Achnacree Beag.
SIMx: £610 – Kilbride : £600(2) – Creich.
Top prices per kilo.
Bullocks
AAx: 269p(2) and 265p(6) – 7 Rhulios, Barra 
: 258p(10), 256p(8), 247p(2) and 243p(10) 
– Poltalloch.
BSx: 234p(2) – Poltalloch.
CHARx: 245p(3) – Shenavallie.
HIGH: 211p – Dunach Estate.
LIMx: 283p(2) – Aird : 277p(7) and 275p(5) – 
Strongorm : 268p(4) – Poltalloch : 267p – Lag 
Na Fhiodhan : 266p – Achnaba : 265p – Aird 
: 264p(2) and 262p(2) – Pennygown : 260p(8) 
– Scoor : 259p – Ardachy and Culbhuirg : 
258p(2) – Poltalloch : 258p(5) – Culbhuirg 
: 255p – Achnacree Beag : 254p(7) – Scoor 
: 251p(2) and 250p(4) – Ardachy : 250p(5) 
– Aird.
LUING: 246p(11), 244p(10), 243p(11) and 
240p(10) – Ardlarach, Luing.
SHx: 221p – 13 Caolis.
SIMx: 267p(6) – Kilbride (Anderson) 
: 256p – Aird : 255p(4) – Scammadale 
: 252p(6) – Kilbride (Anderson) : 251p 
(4) – Scammadale.
SHx: 221p(2) – 3 Vatersay.
Heifers.
AAx: 224p – 236 Bruernish.
CHARx: 218p – Shenavallie.
LIMx: 389p – Tyree : 243p – Ardachy : 
237p – Achnacree Beag : 236p(2) – Ardachy 
: 234p(3) – Strongorm : 227p – Achnacree 
Beag : 225p – Strongorm.
LUING: 198p(3) – 8 Vatersay.
SHx: 220p(2) – Cailaich
SALx: 204p – 19 East Hynish
SIMx: 205p(8) – Strongorm.

Fort William – Dingwall and Highland 
Marts on October 4sold 1,262 store sheep of
all classes. Lambs (772) sold to £57 gross for a 
pair of Cheviots from Annbank, Kilchoan.
Ewes (469) sold to £49 gross for a pair of 
Cheviots from Glengarsk, Arisaig. Feeding 
sheep (21) sold to £47 gross for a Cross ram 
from Loch Treig, Inverlochy. 
Other leading prices per head:
Store lambs: Su� X – Ockle, Achteny, £49; 
Cross – Loch Treig, £48, 9 Bunlossit, Roy 
Bridge, £47.50, Monessie Farm, Roy Bridge, 
£46; LleynX – 9 Bunlossit, £47; BF – Insh 
Farm, Spean Bridge, £42.50; Chev – Wood 
Cottage Cro� , Tobermory, £41. Ewes: Chev 
– Wood Cottage Cro� , £44, 2 Achnaphubuil, 
Fort William, £41, Achteny, Acharacle, £40; 
Cross – Achteny, £42, Ardtornish Farms, 
Morven, £39.

All the results from the Islay beef herd competition
� e Islay beef herd competition was 
held on Saturday September 29 and 
was judged by Terence Glen.

Results were as follows.
Individual cow: 1.  Ardnave,  2. 

Auchnaglach,  3. Cruach. Team of 
cows:  1. Aoradh,  2. Ardnave,  3. 
Ballymeanach.  Individual autumn 
calf: 1. Ardnave.   Individual spring 
calf: 1. Knocklearach,  2. Cruach, 3. 
Auchnaglach. Best  Auchnaglach 
calf: Knocklearach  Midnight 
from L Morris. Team of autumn 
calves: Ardnave. Team of spring 
calves: 1. Aoradh, 2.  Auchnaglach, 
3. Ballymeanach. Best team of calves: 
Aoradh. Highland herd: 1. Kinnabus 
(D Laing), 2. Easter Ellister. 

Small herd: 1.  Ballymeanach, 
2. Cruach, 3. Torrandorach. 
Native breed herd: 1. Mulindry, 
2.  Ballymeanach, 3. Craigens. 
Best overall herd: 1. Aoradh, 2. 
Auchnaglach, 3. Ballymeanach.

Sponsors: United Auctions, 
Stewart Agricultural, Gleaner Oils, 
Tar�  Valley, Glenside Tractors, 
Caledonian Marts, Hamilton Bros, 
Jim Martin Farm Supplies, Scottish 
Farmer, Mactaggart Uiskentuie, 
Wood Bros,   F Woodrow Haulage, 
Vet Surgery, Callum Semple, Ronnie 
Irvine, Robinsons Scotland, Islay 
Estates   Harbro, Bruichladdich 
Distillery, Islay Jura and Colonsay 
Agri Assoc, Gream Waste Solutions.

Judge Terence Glen and Lauren 
Morris, with the cup for the best 
individual calf, Knocklearach 
Midnight.

Young turnout for 
Highland cattle show
Young people brought a lively buzz 
to the Highland Cattle Society’s 
121st autumn show in Oban at the 
weekend.

Organisers said the popular event 
at United Auctions’ livestock centre 
was ‘full of young people and energy’.

As well as a surge in young han-
dlers, there were lots of younger 
generations among the spectators 
too.

Despite torrential rain on show day 
on Sunday, crowds � lled the auction 
mart. Monday was the sale day.

A society spokeswoman said 
there was a ‘great atmosphere’ 
and Sunday’s event was ‘highly 
interactive’.

‘� is entertaining show demon-
strated Highland cattle showing of 
the future. � e general consensus 
was that it was full of young people 
and energy,’ she added.

And  Wayne Eaton-Stevens, sen-
ior agricultural manager of sponsor 
Barclays Bank added: ‘A true honour 
to be involved with such a youthful 
show this year.’

Overall best young handler Logan 
Ross showed the  overall champion 
Arin 3rd of Culfoich from J&M 
McConachie & Son.

Visitors to the show included a 
party of Danes and a Canadian 
tourist who heard about the event 
by chance a� er her hire car got a 
puncture.

‘I think it was the universe’s way of 
getting me here. What a wonderful 
sight it is to see so many Highland 
cattle in one place,’ said � eresa 
Sharma from Guelph, near Toronto.

Simon Haley entered four of his 
cattle in the show from Seam Fold 
in County Durham. � is was his 
10th autumn show – ‘at least’, he 
said – and added: ‘Highland cattle 
is a social breed. � is is where it 
all happens. I’ve already booked to 
come back in February for the spring 
show.’ � e Seam Fold won best steer.

Best yearling  went to Arin 3rd of 
Culfoich shown by Logan Ross for 
J&M McConachie.

Best heifer calf was Heather 16th 

of Tordarroch shown by Sarah 
Noble for John Cooper.

Sith Ruadh 2nd and Annag Ruadh 
10th from the Dunoch Fold, expert-
ly shown by Kate Cameron, won the 
best pair of suckled calves.

Winner of the under-13 young 
handlers’ section was Emily 
Armstrong aged 13, Logan Ross 
came top in the 14- to 18-year-old 
section.

Best pair of in-calf heifers 
were Crystal 12th of Broomrig 
and Capleadh Prioseag 11th of 
Broomrigg From the Broomrig Fold 
for Mr and Mrs D Fountain.
� For more photographs, go to 
www.obantimes.co.uk

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Erin, Murn and Kate Cameron as they retain the best pair of suckled 
calves for the Dunach fold. The fold is run by the girls’ dad John on 
behalf of Lord and lady Denholm. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

� e � rst Tobermory Book 
Festival, called West over Sea, 
will launch four new books 
this month when it ‘celebrates 
Mull’s place as Scotland’s 
Hebridean book capital’.

� e three organisers behind 
the non-pro� t venture on 
October 25-28, long-time 
friends Hugh Andrew, 
Hugh Raven and Duncan 
Swinbanks, hope it can start 
‘a unique and enjoyable end 
of season attraction for Mull’.

Hugh Andrew, founder 
and managing director of 
Scottish publishing house 
Birlinn, explained: ‘Over the 
past few years there have been 

a growing number of book 
festivals in Scotland and it 
seemed to us Tobermory and 
Mull represented the perfect 
place to have one.

‘As we all know, for the 
moment, Mull is again unable 

to run the Closed Road Rally 
which attracted so many vis-
itors to the island. We hope 
the Tobermory Book Festival 
will help � ll a gap at the end 
of the season’s calendar and 
bring people to the island 

at a lovely time of year. � e 
events are themed around 
Mull, the West Coast and the 
outdoors – hence our title 
West over Sea, a� er Dorothy 
Pochin Mould’s classic book. 
It shows the vibrancy of com-
munity and publishing here 
that we have four completely 
new book launches – David 
Caldwell’s Mull and Iona: 
A Historical Guide; David 
Ross’s, Highland Herald; 
Eilean: � e photography of 
Margaret Fay Shaw edited 
by Fiona Mackenzie; and 
Sandy McCall Smith’s A 
Gathering: A Personal 

Anthology of Scottish poetry. 
Speaking as a publisher who 
– with this autumn’s launch-
es – will have published some 
23 books on or around Mull 
(and some 70 on Argyll and 
the Isles), it’s a chance to 
celebrate the extraordinary 
importance of the written 
word for the area.

‘People o� en don’t realise 
the cumulative economic 
driver of books for a commu-
nity, not simply in bringing it 
together but in showcasing it 
to the world. One of our Mull 
authors and illustrators – Ben 
Blathwayt – has just sold 
four of his books set on Mull 
to China so literally we are 
taking Mull round the world.’

Hugh Raven, a director of 

Ardtornish Estate by Loch 
Aline, added: ‘� e West 
Highlands has been known 
for centuries to inspire ar-
tistic creativity. Ardtornish 
has hosted and energised 
Tennyson, Palgrave, Andrew 
Lang, John Buchan and many 
more. � is is a place to cele-
brate books.’

Duncan Swinbanks, of 
Tackle and Books in  colour-
ful Tobermory, said he was 
thrilled to be involved. ‘� at 
these amazing authors are 
coming to Mull is a dream 
come true for everyone. We 
pass on our thanks to all who 
have helped over the months 
with organising this event.’

For details and tickets visit 
the festival website.

Mull set for book festival
The Tobermory bookshop 
will be a popular attraction 
during the festival.
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A ‘write’ Highland hoolie 
is heading for Mallaig next 
month.

� e town’s book festival 
will be making itself at 
home under one roof at the 
West Highland Hotel from 
November 9 to November 
11.

Organisers of what will be 
the third festival say it will 
be more exciting than ever, 
with a line-up of fabulous 
authors joining them for 
the a weekend of literary 
celebration. � ere will also 
be good food and live music.

� e festival launches with 
a Friday drinks reception 
for opening event ticket 
holders, hosted by whisky 
expert Marc Ellington who 
will be revealing all about 
illicit distilling and whisky 
smuggling.

Saturday’s guests in-
clude broadcaster Sally 
Magnusson, writer of the 
Sealwoman’s Gi� . Bookbug 

will also be there and there 
will be a feature writing 
workshop to list just a few of 
the o� erings.

Sunday sees a session on 
� e Hebrides with historian, 
� lmmaker and broadcaster 
Paul Murton who is well-
known for his travelogues. 
Angus MacDonald will 
also be talking about his 
new book, We Fought For 
Ardnish,   following the tale 
of Donald Angus Gillies 
growing up on the remote 
Ardnish Peninsula.

� e weekend will end with 
a prize-giving, rewarding the 
winners of a creative writing 
competition for primary and 
high school pupils. High 
school parents are providing 
an a� ernoon tea. Donations 
will go to school projects.

To � nd out about other 
events during the weekend 
and get tickets go to a-write-
highland-hoolie.com or call 
01687 450263.

Literary Highland 
hoolie blows into 
Mallaig in November

� is November, Hecla and 
Sian are setting sail on a 
double-header tour of the 
Western Isles.

� e tour sees a new 
collaboration between two 
bands who are establishing 
themselves in the traditional 
music world.

Audiences in Barra, South 
Uist, North Uist, Lewis and 
Skye can look forward to a 
programme of music from 
the Gaelic song, piping and 
� ddle traditions, thanks to 
support from Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal’s Tasgadh fund.

� ree of Scotland’s � nest 
Gaelic singers – Eilidh 
Cormack, Ellen MacDonald 
and Ceitlin L R Smith – 
joined forces in 2016 to create 
the sound of Sian, a project 
originally developed for the 
Blas Festival.

With a powerful collective 
sound, representing their 
wealth of individual experi-
ence, the  band have gone on 

to perform at the SSE Hydro 
and Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall among other venues, 
and mostly recently featured 
on Niteworks’ single Air Fàir 
an Là, released in July.

Instrumental trio Hecla 
will perform alongside Sian, 
bringing fresh arrange-

ments of traditional tunes 
on pipes, � ddle, � ute and 
guitar. Hecla was formed 
at Benbecula College UHI 
and released their debut EP 
in January 2017. Since then, 
the band has performed at a 
range of festivals, including 
HebCelt, Lorient and Celtic 

Connections as well as being 
featured on programmes for 
BBC Alba and BBC Radio 
Scotland.

� e Hecla and Sian tour 
dates are: Tuesday November 
20,  Barra, Northbay 
Hall;  Wednesday  November 
21, South Uist, St 
Peter’s Hall,  Daliburgh; 
� ursday  November 
22,  North Uist,  Claddach 
Kirkibost Centre;   
Friday  November 
23,  Lewis,  Woodlands 
Centre, Stornoway;   
Saturday  November 24, 
Skye, An Crùbh, Sleat.

Tickets are available from 
www.sian-music.com/ gigs/, 
locally in shops and venues, 
and at the door on the 
evening.

Bands join forces 
for tour of islands

Eilidh Cormack, Ellen 
MacDonald and Ceitlin L 
R Smith are the sound of 
Sian.

‘Tis the Season!
Plan your holiday party 

or join us Christmas Day for our 
special 2- or 3-course pre fixe menus.

To book, email reservations@machdunes.com or call  0800 151 3701.
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Lewis and Harris 
Association
Last week, I received the 
syllabus for the Lewis and 
Harris Association for this 
season.

As usual, the association 
has a number of great events 
coming up to get us through 
the winter.

Its annual gathering is to be 
held on Friday November 2 in 
the Glasgow University Union. 
� e concert is at 7.30pm and 
the dance a� erwards will go 
on until 2am.

Its only other event le�  in 
2018 is their children’s party 
in Heart of Scotstoun, 64 
Balmoral Street, on Saturday 
November 10 at 1pm. I will 
include further details of those 
events nearer the time.

Mòdrun
A lot of great musicians were 
involved in a new musical 
project on Saturday October 6 
and Sunday October 7 called 
Mòdrun.

� e name, of course, is a 

pun on the word ‘modern’ as 
well as a reference to the Royal 
National Mòd which is coming 
to Glasgow in 2019.

On Saturday, they staged a 
cèilidh in the grand setting 
of the foyer of Kelvingrove 
Art Gallery. � e line-up 
matched the grandeur of 
the surroundings as a whole 
host of excellent singers and 
musicians performed.

� ese were Gillebrìde 
MacIlleMhaoil, Alasdair 
Whyte, Catherine Tinney, 

Fiona Ross, James Graham, 
Darren MacLean, Mairi 
NicIllemhaoil, Murdo L, Na 
Boireannaich Eile Quartet, 
Buidheann Bun-Sgoil Beinn 
Chamshroin, and a � nale of 
mixed choirs.

� ere was then a dance with 
the Robert Nairn Ceilidh Band 
which was MC’d by Catriona 
MacKinnon.

� e following day, three cei-
lidhs were staged in Glasgow’s 
three most signi� cant venues. 
� e Hydro, Hampden and 

New 
musical 
project, 
Mòdrun, 
is a huge 
success.

the Royal Concert Hall, I hear 
you ask? No – the Islay Inn, 
the Sna�  e Bit and the Park 
Bar! � e idea was each pub 
would have a house band, and 
three singers and three pipers 
would then rotate between the 
pubs – much like what tends 
to happen fairly naturally at 
the Mòd when people go from 
pub to pub and give a song or 
a tune.

Musicians and singers 
involved on the Sunday were 
Seonaidh MacIntyre, Laura 
Wilkie, Ian Smith, Padruig 
Morrison, Micheal Steele, 
Ewan Duncan, Shona Masson, 
Robbie Greig, Kim Carnie and 
Josie Duncan.

I didn’t manage to make it 
along to hear it all but I have 
it on good authority from my 
� atmate that all three ceilidhs 
were very enjoyable indeed.

Clydebank ceilidh
� e Clydebank Highlanders 
are having their ceilidh this 
Friday October 12 in the 
Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick, 
at 7.30pm. 

Last call for 
Trad Award 
nominations 
Hands Up for Trad 
have made a last call for 
nominations for this year’s 
MG ALBA Scots Trad Music 
Awards.

� e public have 
until Sunday October 14 
to nominate in each of the 
18 categories, including 
Composer of the Year Award 
sponsored by PRS for Music, 
the Belhaven Bursary for 
Innovation in Music which 
is equalled in cash only by 
the Mercury Music Prize 
and was last year awarded to 
neo-trad quintet Elephant 
Sessions.

� e award of £25,000 is 
accompanied by a cra�  beer 
brewed in the winner’s name. 
� e winners will be unveiled 
in front of an audience of 
music fans and industry 
at Perth Concert Hall on 
December 1.

� e evening will be 
broadcast live on BBC 
ALBA.

You can nominate your 
favourite acts or organ-
isations via http://www. 
scotstradmusicawards.com

Admission at the door is £8 
and this ticket includes tea, 
co� ee and home baking.

Gaelic learners’ 
day classes
� e University of the West of 
Scotland, High Street, Paisley, 
will host Gaelic language 
classes at four levels (from 
beginners to advanced) on 
Saturday October 27. � e cost 
for attending those classes 
is £15, or £12 for those who are 
members of Clann Gàidhlig. 
Places must be booked in 
advance.

For an enrolment form, 
contact � os@clanngaidhlig.org 
or telephone 07805 918509.

Gaelic service
St Columba’s, Glasgow’s Gaelic 
kirk, is fortunate to welcome 
the Reverend Roderick John 
Campbell to conduct the 
autumn communion (both 
Gaelic and English services) 
this Sunday, October 14.

� e ‘Lang’ Lunch 
- A dram � ne event

October 26th 2018
11:30am at the Ghillie Dhu, Edinburgh

For tickets call: 0131 551 7936

SAMPLE

W
INNING

W
HISKIES

- WHISKY TASTING -
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN

THURSDAY 11TH OCTOBER
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church Hall
10am - 11.30am
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 12TH OCTOBER
Oban Dance Academy - Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
Tartan Paint 
Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 

SATURDAY 13TH OCTOBER 
Oban Dance Academy - Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban
9.30am
Master Builders Lego Club
The Rock� eld Centre
100.00am - 12.00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 
Dans
The Calum MacPhail Band 
Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm 
Free Entry 
SUNDAY 14TH OCTOBER
Live Music & Entertainment @ Markie 

Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
MONDAY 15TH OCTOBER
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER  
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment @ The 
Lorne Bar Oban
Lorne Pub Quiz
Starting at 9pm
£25 bar voucher prize and free pizza at 
half time

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk for more details.
To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see
www.obanphoenix.com for more details

FRIDAY 12
11:15 / 13:30 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
11:30 MAYA THE BEE - THE HONEY GAMES U
13:15 / 15:30 / 17:45 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
15:30 THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 12A
17:45 / 20:15 VENOM 15
20:00 THE LITTLE STRANGER 12A

SATURDAY 13
11:15 / 13:30 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
11:30 MAYA THE BEE - THE HONEY GAMES U
13:15 / 15:30 / 17:45 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
15:30 THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 12A
17:45 / 20:15 VENOM 15
20:00 THE LITTLE STRANGER 12A

SUNDAY 14
12:30 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
12:30 MAYA THE BEE - THE HONEY GAMES U
14:30 THE CHILDREN ACT 12A
14:30 / 16:45 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
16:45 / 19:00 VENOM 15
19:15 THE LITTLE STRANGER 12A

MONDAY 15
11:15 / 13:30 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
11:30 MAYA THE BEE - THE HONEY GAMES U
13:15 / 15:30 / 17:45 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG

15:30 THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 12A
20:00 THE LITTLE STRANGER 12A
17:45 / 20:15 VENOM 15

TUESDAY 16
11:15 / 13:30 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
11:30 MAYA THE BEE - THE HONEY GAMES U
13:15 / 15:30 / 17:45 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
15:30 THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 12A
20:00 THE LITTLE STRANGER 12A
17:45 / 20:15 VENOM 15

WEDNESDAY 17
11:15 / 13:30 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
11:30 MAYA THE BEE - THE HONEY GAMES U
13:15 / 15:30 / 17:45 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
15:30 THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 12A
20:00 THE LITTLE STRANGER 12A
17:45 / 20:15 VENOM 15

THURSDAY 18
11:15 / 13:30 A STORK’S JOURNEY U
11:30 MAYA THE BEE - THE HONEY GAMES U
13:15 / 15:30 / 17:45 JOHNNY ENGLISH STRIKES AGAIN PG
15:30 THE HOUSE WITH A CLOCK IN ITS WALLS 12A
20:00 THE LITTLE STRANGER 12A
17:45 / 20:15 VENOM 15

If we are able to get screen 2 up and running by Friday there will extra � lms that people can � nd on the 
website - www.obanphoenix.com

Opera set for Oban Distillery 
– what a dram � ne idea
In a � rst for Scotland, a new 
opera, Navigate the Blood, is 
being performed in distiller-
ies across the country – and 
is set to come to Oban. 

Sian Evans has written a 
story set in a small family 
distillery about a couple 
whose son has disappeared 
in mysterious circumstances. 

Performed against an 
industrial background, 
Navigate the Blood is touring 
regions where there is no ac-
cessible opera house giving 
many people an opportunity 
to see live opera for the � rst 
time.

In a powerful new part-
nership, Scottish indie-folk 
band, Admiral Fallow, pic-
tured, has joined forces with 
composer Gareth Williams, 
pushing their collaborative 
boundaries in new creative 
directions to create the music 
for this opera.  

Working with Gareth and 
Sian, as well as classical opera 
singers, they have embraced 
an intense writing process, 
resulting in an exciting � rst 
new work of modern opera 

by these talented and versa-
tile musicians.

Distilling is an industry 
that employs, directly and 
indirectly, 41,000 people in 
Scotland. 

� e past 10 years have 
seen a growth not only in 
the distilling of whisky but 
also a massive increase in 
the production of gin, with 
70 per cent of the gin being 
produced in the UK now 
being distilled in Scotland. 
Two million tourists visited 
Scottish distilleries last year. 

Told against this back-
ground of industry and 
employment, this new pro-
duction of singing, music, 

theatre and storytelling has 
been created to re� ect the 
lives of the distillery com-
munity in Scotland. 

Touring to the tradi-
tional distilling regions of 
Lowlands, Highlands and 
Islands, it is designed to be 
relevant to the people living 
there and to welcome, engage 
and entertain new audiences 
for opera in Scotland.   

� e opera will be per-
formed at Oban Distillery 
on November  8. It will 
then visit Glen Scotia 
Distillery, Campbeltown, on 
November  11 and Ardnahoe 
Distillery, Isle of Islay, on 
November  16.

Fancy getting creative this Christmas?   Then a trip to The Creative Craft Show and Crafts 
for Christmas is a must.     
The co-hosted shows are back at the SEC Glasgow from October 25 – 28 with over 200 
exhibitors and experts showcasing artisan, handcrafted gifts, supplies and inspiration for 
crafters.Visitors will enjoy a festive day packed with live music, food and drink, inspira-
tional features, workshops, demonstrations and Make and Take sessions. 
We have teamed up with the organisers to o� er 10 lucky readers a chance to win a pair 
of tickets to both events.
For your chance to win a pair of tickets simply answer this question. 
1. AT WHICH GLASGOW VENUE IS THE CREATIVE CRAFT SHOW and CRAFTS FOR 
CHRISTMAS TAKING PLACE? 
Please post your entry to the Oban Times, Crafts for Christmas Competition, PO Box 1, 
Oban , PA34 4HB. The closing date for entries is midnight, 19th October, Normal Oban 
Times rules apply. – don’t forget to include your email address as tickets will be emailed. 
Visit www.ichfevents.co.uk for tickets, more details and all the latest information.Follow 
on Twitter, Facebook &Instagram - @thecraftshows

Answer................................................... .............................................................
Name..................................................... ..............................................................
Address ...........................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode ...............................................
Telephone..............................................Email ....................................................
T&Cs: Winners will be selected at random after the closing date. The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash 
equivalent. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. We only gather what we need for the 
requirements of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations.

Win tickets to The Creative Craft 
Show and Crafts for Christmas
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN11 AN DÀMHAIR /
THURSDAY11OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Vets : Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Lan-
guage(rpt) 
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads – Lori Watson 
(rpt)
20.00  An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW:  Dreach Ùr
21.00 Air Toir Manachainn Dheir (rpt)
22.00 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.20 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)
22.30 Bannan S5 (rpt) 
23.00  ÙR | NEW:  Fo Ghlas 
23.50 Cuirm@Celtic – Moving Hearts (rpt)

DIHAOINE12AN DÀMHAIR/ 
FRIDAY12OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 ÙR | NEW:  SPFL Challenge Cup – 
Arbroath v Edinburgh City 
21.35 Belladrum 2017: Tigerstyle (rpt)
22.10 Trapped 3 (rpt)
23.00 Port S4 (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 13AN DÀMHAIR/ 
SATURDAY13OCTOBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17.45 An Là – News
18.00 Am B.F.G (rpt)
19.30 Cearcall (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.30 An t-Eilean (rpt)
21.00 Cuirm@Celtic – Moving Hearts (rpt)
22.00 Fo Ghlas(rpt)
22.50 Binneas – Na Trads – The Shee(rpt)

22.55 Iùl a’ Chiùil – An Ceòl(rpt)
23.20  Tatù Rìoghail Dhùn Èideann 2017 
(rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 14AN DÀM-
HAIR / SUNDAY 14OCTOBER
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.15 An Là – news 
18.30 Seachd Là – News review
19.30 Alleluia(rpt)
20.00 Dreach Ùr(rpt)
20.30 DIY le Donnie – An Dùbhlan(rpt)
21.00 Gaol is Call(rpt)
22.00 Chi mi anns a’ Bhothan Thu(rpt)
23.00 Trapped 3(rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)

DILUAIN 15AN DÀMHAIR/ 
MONDAY 15OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne– Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Solus Buan(rpt)
19.25 Speaking our Language(rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads – The shee(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW:  Fuine S5
21.00 ÙR | NEW:  Bannan S5
21.30 Skipinnish agus Caraidean(rpt)
22.00  ÙR | NEW:  Mod 2018: Mod na 
Cloinne
23.30 AnSgrùdaire(rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 16AN DÀMHAIR / 
TUESDAY16OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne– Children’s 
programming
19.00   Vets: Gach Creutair Beò(rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads – Seamus O’ 
Sullivan (rpt)

20.00    An Là – News 
20.30 ÙR | NEW:  An t-Eilean
21.00 ÙR | NEW:  An Drochaid
22.00 ÙR | NEW:  MOD 2018: Mod na 
Cloinne
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 17AN DÀMHAIR / 
WEDNESDAY 17OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne– Children’s 
programming
19.00 An Solus Buan (rpt)
19.30 ÙR | NEW:  MOD 2018 : Buinn Oir a’ 
Chomuinn Ghaidhealach (Part 1)
21.00 An Là – News
21.10 ÙR | NEW:  MOD 2018 : Buinn Oir a’ 
Chomuinn Ghaidhealach (Part 2)
22.00 Bannan S5(rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW:  Iul a’ Chiùil – An Ceòl
23.00 Air Toir Manachainn Dheir(rpt)

DIARDAOIN18AN DÀMHAIR /
THURSDAY18OCTOBER
13.30 ÙR | NEW:  MOD 2018: La Mòr nan 
Còisirean Dùthchail 
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò(rpt)
19.30 ÙR | NEW:  MOD 2018: Duinn Oir an 
t-Seann Nòis (Part 1) 
21.00 An Là – News
21.10 ÙR | NEW:  MOD 2018: Buinn Oir an 
t-Seann Nòis (Part 2)
22.00 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22.15 Dhan Uisge (Firth of Forth)(rpt)
22.25 Binneas – Na Trads – The Shee(rpt)
22.30  Bannan S5 (rpt)
23.00 ÙR | NEW:  Fo Ghlas
23.50 Binneas – Na Trads (Duncan 
Chisholm) (rpt)

Bookends festival success 
sees visitor numbers double
Numbers of visitors to 
Benderloch Book Festival 
doubled this year.

Organisers have hailed the 
literary week and its fringe 
event a huge success.

It will be back with more 
in 2019, including an author 
living in Inverarary who 
wrote the Hayes Manuel for 
astronauts.

Bookends founder Joy 
Cameron said: ‘Once again 
there will be something 
for everyone. Poetry to 
storytelling, broadcasters to 
journalists – even a man who 
is an expert on astronauts.’

She added: ‘We’ve had won-
derful feedback from visitors 
and authors. We are quite 
diverse for a little festival. 
We don’t follow a theme. 
I’m absolutely delighted that 
people who came have all said 
what a great festival we have 
here. Some people just came 
to read a book, others came to 
� ve or six events.

‘We counted 1,400 people in 

but there were many who we 
didn’t count coming through 
the doors. We’ve easily 
doubled numbers from last 
year. We’ve had audiences of 
80-plus for some events.’

Author Morven-May Mac-
Callum, who spoke about 
her book Finding Joy and 
visited pupils at Oban High 
School as part of the festival’s 
outreach programme, said: 
‘It was my absolute pleasure 
to be a part of this incredible 

festival and outreach pro-
gramme. Organised by the 
warmest, most welcoming, 
revolutionary group of people 
... you can’t help but feel at 
home in this kind commu-
nity. I can’t wait to see what 
Bookends will expand into 
next. Bookends is a festival 
that I feel very proud to have 
been a part of.’

� e Fringe ended on Friday 
with a performance by singer/
songwriter Chris Bennett and 
then a 101_style rant from a 
Grumpy Old Women panel 
bolstered by audience partic-
ipation putting the world to 
rights.

And as part of the grand 
� nale, there was a surprise 
for the Victory Hall’s veteran 
volunteer barman Gordon 
Cruickshank, of Hillside, 
Benderloch.

Each year Mr Cruickshank’s 
support is rewarded with a 
celebration. � is year festival 
organisers commissioned a 
special tune in his honour 
from world champion piper 
Angus MacColl who rounded 
o�  the night with it.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Young reader Beth won 
a £20 Waterstones gift 
voucher for coming up with 
the winning title for a book.

F I N A N C I A L  A DV I C E  
O F  R E A L  F A M I LY  VA L U E

Our intergenerational wealth management advice is designed to protect the wealth and financial future 
of your family. We provide a range of family-oriented financial products and services, enabling you to 
work together to support each other across the generations. 

Whether you would like to help younger family members onto the housing ladder, contribute 
to a grandchild’s education or wedding, or help an older relative with later-life planning, careful 
consideration can ensure your wealth works harder for all your family without compromising your 
own retirement needs.

Contact me for further information.

H2SJP30166 10/18

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) 
for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management 
products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s 
website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the 
marketing term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ
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A new schools resource which 
celebrates the contribution 
Runrig has made to the 
Gaelic language and culture 
has been launched by Gaelic 
educational resources organ-
isation Stòrlann Nàiseanta na 
Gàidhlig.

� e unit is a part of 
Stòrlann’s Fileanta resources 
for � uent Gaelic speakers in 
secondary school, although 
it can also be used with some 
learner classes.

It became available to 
schools in August, a few days 
before the band played their 
farewell concerts at Stirling 
City Park, and it was back to 
Stirling for the o�  cial launch 
on � ursday September 19 at 
Wallace High School.

Like all Fileanta resources 
for Gaelic classes, the Runrig 
unit is available exclusively 
online and had been planned 
before the band announced 
their retirement. It celebrates 
‘the huge contribution’ they 

have made to the Gaelic lan-
guage, culture and education.

� e unit includes the text 
of nine songs, for literary 
analysis; seven passages for 
close reading; a class project 
for young people to write 
a Gaelic song of their own; 

and two interviews – an old 
BBC interview with Seonaidh 
Beag, the man who inspired 
the song � e Cutter, and an-
other with founding Runrig 
member Calum MacDonald, 
which was recorded especially 
for Fileanta. Mairi Macritchie, 

Stòrlann project o�  cer for 
secondary school resources, 
said the reasons for choosing 
Runrig as a topic were simple: 
‘� ey had just contributed so 
much to the Gaelic language 
and Gaelic culture. � eir fare-
well concerts were evidence of 

that, as three generations of 
Gaels were there. � e songs 
are a huge part of Gaelic 
history and the history of the 
Gaelic language.’

� e unit can be found on-
line at  www.storlann.co.uk/
� leanta/leughadh-litreachas

Retiring Runrig inspire 
Gaelic school resource

Writers scoop 
prestigious 
Gaelic awards
� e Donald Meek Award 
2018 for the Gaelic Book of 
the Year has been presented 
to Roddy MacLean for his 
novel Còig Duillagan na 
Seamrag (� e Five Leaves of 
the Shamrock), at a ceremony 
at the National Piping Centre 
in Glasgow.

Roddy’s � rst novel, An 
Creanaiche (Sandstone 
Press), was shortlisted for the 
Donald Meek Award in 2015.

Additional funding from 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig has allowed 
the competition to broaden 
in recent years, and two other 
authors also went home with 
prizes – Marion F Morrison 
from Barra, who received 
a place on the Gaelic New 
Writers Awards programme 
with the Scottish Book 
Trust in 2017, was in second 
place with her debut poetry 
collection, Adhbhar ar Sòlais, 
and Angus Peter Campbell 
was awarded third prize for 
his crime novel Constabal 
Murdo. 

� e three prize-winning 
texts will all be published in 
the next few month.

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational Lodge
St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Iain McKerral joined Slimming World 
in June 2016 and lost 7st
You can do it too.
“ In January 2016 I joined Rhona’s lunchtime group in 

Campbeltown. I had been very overweight for many 
years, had developed type 2 diabetes and needed a hip 
replacement. I couldn’t have surgery for my hip until 
I had a signi� cant weight loss. Anyway, I followed the 
plan and the weight just started shifting. Within a couple 
of months my weight loss led to me coming o�  my 
diabetes medication completely, eventually reversing 
the condition. By October that year I had lost a massive 
6 stone and had my hip surgery. I lost 7 
stone in total but gained 
a few pounds to keep me 
in a range I felt was more 
sustainable. Slimming World 
is a great plan to help you lose 
weight by changing how you 
look at food, separating foods 
into three simple food groups, 
with no calorie counting or 
forbidden foods. The group is a 
great support network to help 
you on your journey. It really 
has changed my life. ”

6 stone and had my hip surgery. I lost 7 

forbidden foods. The group is a 

in June 2016 and lost 7st
You can do it too.

In January 2016 I joined Rhona’s lunchtime group in 
Campbeltown. I had been very overweight for many 

years, had developed type 2 diabetes and needed a hip 
replacement. I couldn’t have surgery for my hip until 
I had a signi� cant weight loss. Anyway, I followed the 
plan and the weight just started shifting. Within a couple 
of months my weight loss led to me coming o�  my 
diabetes medication completely, eventually reversing 
the condition. By October that year I had lost a massive 
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

7 Weaken (6)

8 Reach a pinnacle (6)

9 Existed (4)

10 Open sandal (4-4)

11 Natural fabric (7)

13 Not new...but a goodie! (5)

15 Really painful (5)

17 Vessel designed to run over frozen water 
(7)

20 Ill-feeling (3,5)

21 Peaked hats (4)

23 Distributer of cars or cards! (6)

24 Drink (6)

Down

1 Quote (4)

2 Tub for strawberries perhaps (6)

3 Release (3,4)

4 Receipt for shares (5)

5 Strong headed (6)

6 Bright pottery (8)

12 One who gives names to plaques (8)

14 Tartness (7)

16 Eat delicately (6)

18 They have pull (6)

19 Hard shelled marrow like fruit (5)

22 What's left in the muslin (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

Your local radio listings
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

MONDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast 
Show, 9.00 Monday Morning  with  Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds  on Monday, 17.00  
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland Fling with 
Rosie Macoll, 20.00 John McLuckie’s Show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Station close 
down
TUESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Breakfast 
Show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s  Tuesday Morning, 
13.00 Macky on FM, 17.00 Drivetime Jim 
Lynch, 19.00 Highest Praise - Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Archie  Darlings’s Mix, 22.00 
Clyde 2
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 AM on FM, 08.10 Break-
fast Show, 09.00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 
10.00  Comfort Zone, Doug Carmichael, 11.00 
Comfort Zone,12.00 Comfort Zone, 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell, 19.00 Country 
Meets Rock & Roll - Len + Ken, 20.00 Country 
Meets Rock & Roll, 21.00 Gordon’s Grooves 
with Gordon Macintyre
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with 
Andy and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 13.00 Molly’s Mix, 15.00 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 17.00 Drivetime  with Stephen 
McPhee, 18.00 Drivetime with Stephen 

McPhee, 19.00 Christines Collection, 20.00 
Christine’s CD Collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00  Margo Till  Midnight, 11.00  Margo 
Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny, 17.00 Drive Show with 
Jim Lynch, 17.30  Drive Show, 18.45 Sports 
View, 19.00 Country Meets Country with 
Jackie Craig, 20.00  Lewis Bingham, 21.00  
Peter Rainnie 
SATURDAY: 08.00 Breakfast Show with 
Stephen                   
10.00 Sat Morning Live, 11.00    Saturday 
Morning, 12.00 Saturday  Morning Live with 
Linda Crowsher, 12.03   Sat Morning Live, 
12.05 Saturday Morning Live, 13.30 Clyde, 
18.00 Sports View - Dream Team, 19.00 
Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 20.00 
Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo Till Midnight
SUNDAY: 09.00 Sunday Morning With 
Breege, 10.00 Sunday Morning, 11.00 Sunday 
Brunch With Archie, 12.00 Sunday Brunch, 
16.30 Archie Darling, 18.00 Ken’s Friends - 
Ken Hunter, 19.00 New Country Show - David 
Entwhistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Station Close Down

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times  
Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

Leading writers have hailed 
Islay Book Festival as a won-
derful experience ‘that opens 
Islay up to the world’ a� er 
record attendances made this 
year’s event the biggest yet.

Locals and visitors  
squeezed into 11 venues 
across the whisky island and 
neighbouring Jura to hear 
from 19 di� erent authors.

� e � ursday-Sunday 
sessions ranged from sea-
themed storytelling and 
singing in the cosy con� nes 
of An-Tigh Seinnse, a � shing 
village pub in Portnahaven, 
to a discussion of forensics in 
� ction at the Bowmore Gaelic 
College featuring top crime 
writer Lin Anderson and 
real-life soil expert Professor 
Lorna Dawson.

‘� is year’s event was 
exceptionally big due to 
additional events we put on 
for the First World War cen-
tenary commemorations but 
what was really cheering was 
that average turnout across 
the sessions was up by about 
a third on last year,’ said Isla 
Rosser Owen, chairwoman 
of the volunteer-run festival’s 
organising committee. ‘� ere 
were a few places where we 
had to scramble to � nd extra 
seats but that is a nice prob-
lem to have.’

Prominent poet and writer 
Donald S Murray led trib-
utes to the 12th edition of a 
festival that has grown from 
modest roots in a Port Ellen 
book club.

‘It has been a wonderful 
experience,’ Donald told � e 
Oban Times. ‘I loved the va-
riety of venues and the fact it 
was not just � xed in one place, 
because I think that means 
you involve more people. � e 

more the world operates in 
ripples, the better.’

Donald, who was pre-
senting his latest work, � e 
Dark Stu� : Stories from the 
Peatlands, underlined the 
importance of having festi-
vals such as the Islay Book 
Festival across the Highlands 
and Islands.

He added: ‘It enables people 
to discuss their own issues, it 
allows debate, it allows peo-
ple to understand things that 
are happening to them. � e 
world opens up to Islay and 
Islay opens up to the world.’

Ciara MacLaverty, a poet 
who was one of eight authors 
who visited six schools dur-
ing the festival, described on 
her blog the joys of wander-
ing around Portnahaven ‘as 
moonlight fell on sugar-cube 
houses, and seals coughed 
and cavorted in the velvet 
dark of the bay’.

MacLaverty lived on Islay as 
a teenager in the 1980s, when 
her father, the acclaimed 
writer Bernard MacLaverty, 

was a teacher at Islay High 
School. Fondly remembered, 
their return to the school and 
a father-daughter conversa-
tion in Bowmore’s famous 
Round Church were among 
the highlights of this year’s 
event.

More than 100 people 
packed the pews to hear 
MacLaverty senior recount 
how he embarked on full-
time writing a� er he was 
refused a sabbatical from 
teaching to allow him to 
� nish his novel Cal.

‘It was a gamble,’ 
MacLaverty recalled. ‘I had to 
look into the future and ask, 
“Can you put corn� akes on 
the table for the next four or 
� ve years?” ’

� e gamble paid o�  with 

Cal quickly being adapted 
into a successful � lm of the 
same name starring Helen 
Mirren, with Bernard’s soon-
to-be wife Madeline having 
to borrow a dress to � y from 
Islay to attend the Cannes 
Film Festival. � ree decades 
later, the writer returned to 
Bowmore on the back of rave 
reviews and a string of awards 
for his latest novel, Midwinter 
Break. ‘It is 32 years since we 
le�  and the wonderful thing 
is Islay people still say to 
you, “Oh, you’re home for a 
while”,’ he said.

Success of sold-out 
book festival ‘opens 
up Islay to the world’

Poet Ciara MacLaverty with 
her father, the acclaimed 
writer Bernard MacLaverty, 
who at one time taught 
at Islay High School, and, 
right, crime writer Lin 
Anderson.

by Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Connel Sewing Club
Resumes

Thursday 25th October
Connel Village Hall

7pm – 9pm
£20 for 20 weeks

Old & New Members 
Welcome

All levels catered for
For more details contact

01631 710569/ 
01631 710401
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SPECTATOR INFORMATION
• Respect the marshals and follow 

their instructions
• Observe the colour-coded tape and 

all signage
• Use the natural environment to 

protect yourself
• Don’t walk on the rally stage
• Stay standing and remain alert
• Follow the signs on the day
• Ask one of the many marshals on 

duty for advice

Mull Motor Sport Fest’s 2018 Targa 
Rally and Mornish Time Trial
Another great line-up 
of motor sport on the 
traditional Mull Rally 
weekend, October 13-14, 
with the Beatson’s 
Building Supplies Targa 
Rally and Mornish Rally 
Time Trial

Cars, crews and spectators are heading to 
Mull for another great weekend of the best of 
Scottish motor sports.

� e island comes alive with great compe-
titions and craic at the Beatson’s Building 
Supplies Targa Rally and Mornish Rally Time 
Trial. � e Targa will be on Saturday October 
13 and the Time Trial will be the next day on 
this weekend which is the usual date for the 
Mull Rally.

‘As you all know, we are again unable to 
run a closed-road event this year, so we will 

be putting on a Targa rally and time trial. 
� e events will be a combined e� ort by the 
Guardians, Mull Car Club and Saltire Rally 
Club,’ said Donald Brown, from the Mull 
Rally Guardians.

‘We are still waiting on the Scottish 
Government to act, about whether the main 
event will be back next year.

‘We are delighted that Beatson’s Building 
Supplies will yet again be supporting the 
weekend activities,’ he added. 

‘� ere have been some changes to the stages; 

they are smoother in places this year than they 
were last year.’ 

� e Mull annual October event has earned 
a reputation over the years as one of Scottish 
motor sports favourite weekends, with great 
camaraderie and sporting action, as popular 
with islanders as it is with competitors. � e 
traditional Mull Rally weekend has a special 
place in Scotland’s motor sport calendar and 
in the hearts of competitors, spectators and 
islanders.

� ere are three island cars preparing to take 

part: Steven and Laura-Anne O’Donnell with 
their 2002 Mini Cooper; Chris Warden with 
navigator Ian Mills from Barnoldswick with 
a 2005 Ford Fiesta and Kevin MacIver with 
Robin Nicolson from Largs in a Ford Ka.

� e Guardians of the Mull Rally came 
together a� er the 2300 Club decided to pull 
out of organising the event in 2010, to keep 
one of the main events on the island going. 
� e Guardians, with the help of many other 
people along the way, have managed to make 
it bigger and better every year.

All images courtesy of 
www.lindsayphotosport.co.uk

Steven O’Donnell powering through at last year’s event
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Beatson’s Targa Road Rally and Historic Road Rally, Saturday October 13
A Targa road rally is restricted to road cars 
and road tyres and competitive sections 
have a maximum average speed of 30mph, 
making it suitable for newcomers and fami-
lies. Once on the public roads, the cars travel 
with the general tra�  c � ow.

� e driver needs to be 17 years or older 
with a full driving licence and the navigator 
must be over 12.

� e competitive sections form either spe-
cial tests comprising tight and twisty routes, 
where the competitor endeavours to set their 

fastest time or regularity tests, where the 
competitor attempts to maintain a speci� ed 
average speed. 

� e event begins at 10am and competitive 
sections are planned to take place on various 
private properties across the island. 

Check www.mullrally.org and its Facebook 
page for further information and see signs 
and notice boards on the day for spectator 
advice.

‘As usual we have a wide range of cars and 
crews from across the UK,’ said Donald 

Brown. ‘Entries are still coming in for the 
rally time trial.’

As well as entries from all across Scotland, 
the Mull weekend has always proved pop-
ular with motor sport competitors from 
Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cumbria.

Among the vehicles included on this year’s 
unseeded entries list are a 1967 MGB roadster, 
a 1971 Hillman Avenger GT, a 1972 Morris 
Mini, and a Rover 100 from 1997. And Mull 
has always had a reputation for For4d entries 
and this year sees two Ford Escort Mk2.

Beatson’s Mornish Rally Time Trial Sunday October 14
Beatson’s Building Supplies Mornish 
Rally Time Trial is a unique, gravel 
rally time trial with co-drivers.

� e 3.1-mile forest-stage course 
has outstanding views of the Outer 
Hebrides to the west. � is is a sprint 
competition open to stage-prepared 
rally cars as you would see on the 
Mull Rally. � ere are two spectator 
areas on the stage with plenty of 
parking at both ends.

Cars will have a driver and co-driv-
er and a car can be used by more than 
one crew. � e event will have a low-
speed recce run for familiarisation 
and then have timed runs, nominally 
four but perhaps six if time allows. 
� e best time of the day wins.

� e cars return to the paddock at 
low-speed along the public road. A 
rally time trial is particularly good 
for spectators, who will be able to 
see each car four to six times without 
having to move.
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel: 07900 441543

ATV TRAILER
Very good 
condition as had 
very little use.

£550 o.n.o.

The new Isuzu D-Max Fury, 
soon to be unleashed
Isuzu UK, the pick-up profession-
als, are pleased to announce the 
launch of the New Isuzu D-Max 
Fury, an extremely striking, com-
fortable and hardworking pick-up. A 
limited volume of this head-turning 
pick-up is being produced so Isuzu 
has made the Fury available to 
pre-order early (now) though the 
Fury will not be arriving in dealer-
ships until January 2019.

With an extensive range of unique 
features, inside and out, the Isuzu 
D-Max Fury truly makes a state-
ment. Sporting the head-turning 
Magma Red paint fi nish, comple-
mented by the bold 18” dark grey 
alloy wheels and radiator grille 
with its striking red Isuzu badge, 

the Fury is a unique vehicle with a 
strong road presence. Its premium 
custom-designed interior helps 
create a fun, capable and luxurious 
blend of uncompromising style. 
The New Isuzu D-Max Fury is 
available with manual or automatic 
transmission.

Fury will feature the following key 
specifi cation as standard:

Exterior:

Dark grey radiator grill with red 
Isuzu badge, dark grey 18” alloy 
wheels, gun metal side steps, 
folding, heated, cosmic black door 
mirrors with side indicator repeat-
ers, black door handles and tailgate 
handle and Fury exterior decal.

Interior:

Cloth upholstery with a dark grey 
interior, red overstitching on soft pad 
armrests and steering wheel, Fury-
branded carpet mats.

Equipment:

Manual air-conditioning, reversing 
camera, 7” multifunction colour 
touchscreen, CD player and front 
and rear USB ports.

For an additional £1,000 + VAT, there 
is an optional distinctive black and 
red Fury leather upholstery available. 
There’s also a whole host of other 
accessories to choose from.

Call Andy 07523 420079

HYUNDAI I20
2012, 3 door, under 33,00 miles, full 

service history, MoT Feb 2019.
£4,000
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Tel 01631 562755 or 07730 094865

2007 ELDDIS AVANTE  
505 CARAVAN

4 Berth,  
Good Condition, with awning.

£3,500
For more details call 07770 544044

WILLERBY WESTMORLANDS
3 Bed Caravan
35 feet x 12 feet.

£3500ono 
Must be 
removed.

Tel: 07785542811 for further details. Ashore at Campbeltown.

MEDINA 20 DAY SAILER
GRP Classic Yacht, boat sails and 
equipment in v.g.c, includes 
toilet and original cooker. Braked 
trailer, Honda outboard. End of 
season bargain.

£2500, 
trailer £500

Tel: 01586 830598

IFOR WILLIAMS STOCK TRAILER
With sheep deck, 
2006, very little use.

£2,000 
ovno

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 
pickups, must be good condition and reasonable 

mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT 
failures etc considered. Will collect. 

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and 
models considered. Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision, same day payment.

Tel 0770 3490572 ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, including commercial vans, 
trucks, cars, motorhomes, caravans, 

touring caravans, any condition.

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED FOR CASH
All vehicles, all makes, all models wanted, MOT 
failures, any condition  non runners, Young or 

Old, prompt payment and collection. 





01436 672779
Pictures for illustration only, visit 
www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk for more details.

HELENSBURGH MOTORS
Special O� er From Helensburgh Toyota & Subaru
Just quote “ THE OBAN TIMES” to get a FREE tank of fuel with every vehicle purchase.

15/15 Toyota Yaris 
Icon  
1.33 5dr

15/65 Toyota Yaris 
 Icon Hybrid 5dr

18/18 Subaru Outback
2.0D SE Premium Auto

18/67 Subaru XV 
2.0 SE Premium 
SE Premium AWD Lineartronic

12/12 Toyota Auris
Island blue

11/11 Toyota Prius
T3 1.vvti Hybrid

16/16 Toyota Gt 86    
2.0 manual 

15/65  Toyota Aygo 
1.0 X-PRESSION

18/18 Toyota 
Landcruiser Invincible
7 seat

£9,995
Metallic red with grey cloth,  head up display, 
rear parking sensors 55293 miles  

£7,295
Chilli red with grey cloth seats, reversing 
camera, aircon, £0 road tax, warranty until 
September 2020  only 18000 miles

£8,995
18673 miles Finished in Burning  red, 
reversing camera, air conditioning,full 
service history, warranty March 2020  

Heated 
seats

Rear 
parking 
sensors

Carbon 
Pack 

£0 
road 
tax

£0 
road 
tax

Warranty 
March 
2020

Only £140 
a year 

road tax

Delivery 
miles 

15/65 Toyota Aygo 
X-press 
5dr, Pure 
white

£7,295
24502 miles, smart entry, digital climate 
control, £0 road tax warranty until 
September 2020

Up to 
85mpg 

combined

£10,495
Finished in Black with Black and grey interior, 
reversing camera, Bluetooth phone and 
music streaming, Up to 85mpg combined

13/63 Yaris T3
Hybrid Two year 

warranty

5-7 John Street, Helensburgh, Argyll & Bute G84 8BA

Tow 
bar

Full 
Service 
History

18/67 Subaru XV
2.0 SE Premium

£25,995
Lineartronic Eyesight  6251 miles � nished in 
Dark grey metallic  with black leather interior, 
Sunroof, roof rails, Navigation, heated seats

Heated 
seats

12/62 Yaris  
1.33vvti TR

17/67 Toyota CHR 1.8 
Excel Hybrid Climate

Control

£6,195
Finished in Metallic Black with Dark 
grey cloth,Blue tooth, Air conditioning, 
panoramic roof,  69499 miles

11/11 Toyota Verso 
TR 1.6 7 seat Panoramic 

roof

12 month 
warranty

£6,195

TR 1.6 7 seat Panoramic Panoramic 
roofroof

12/12 Toyota Auris
Island blue

Full 
Service 
History

£6,495 

Island blue with grey cloth, alloy wheels, 
Air conditioning , full service history only 
36,521  miles

11/11 Toyota Prius
T3 1.vvti Hybrid

£9,995

Rear Rear 
parking parking 
sensors

16/16 Toyota Gt 86   
2.0 manual Carbon Carbon 

Pack Pack 

£18,995
Only 5046 miles  Finished in Orange, Black 
Alcantara seats with red inserts, Carbon 
Pack, Full service history

15/65  Toyota Aygo 
1.0 X-PRESSION

£7,295

road road 
tax

Icon 
1.33 5dr

£8,995

Warranty Warranty 
March March 
2020

Landcruiser Invincible
7 seat

Tow Tow 
barbar

£47,995
Galaxy Black with Black leather cruise control, 
Toyota safety sense, kinetic dynamic suspension, 
8” touch screen with navigation,  6100 miles

SE Premium AWD Lineartronic
miles 

Save 
£3,565 
from new
£23,995  
Finished in Venetian Red metallic with Black 
leather heated seats, Sat Nav

1.33vvti TR warrantywarranty

£4,995 
� nished in Deep aqua with Grey cloth 
interior  Aircon, reversing camera, full 
Toyota service history, 12 month warranty

Hybrid Two year 
warranty

£8,995 
Finished In burning Red with grey cloth 
interior, reversing camera, Aircon, two year 
warranty with this car only 14500 miles

Excel Hybrid ControlControl

£22,995 
Finished in Pure White  with half leather 
Climate control, privacy glass, only 11987 
miles

a year a year 
road tax

£25,995£25,995

18/18 Subaru 
Forester 2.0 SE  

Premium 
lineartronic 

£27,495
Finished in Silver with Black Leather, eyesight 
technology, sunroof, blue tooth, reversing 
camera, balance of 5 year warranty.

 Icon Hybrid 5drroad road 
tax

X-press 
5dr, Pure 
white

£7,295 £10,495£10,495

T3 1.vvti Hybrid
seats

£29,995
Finished in Pearl white with contrasting black 
leather, Advanced cruise control, heated 
seats, privacy glass Eyesight technology



We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your 
next job in the perfect location.

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; or electronically at 
your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the 
following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/03864/FUL

18/04195/FUL

18/04342/FUL

18/04508/PIP

18/04523/FUL

18/04614/FUL

18/04507/PIP

Lochaber Hope, 
Dalnahaine, Belford Road, 
Fort William

Land 30M NW Of Chalet 
4 East Park, Bunroy, Roy 
Bridge

Shop, Seven Heads, 
South Laggan, Spean 
Bridge

Land 70M East Of Blaich 
Cottage, Blaich, Fort 
William

Westerlees, Glengarry 
Place, Arisaig

Invergarry Primary School
Invergarry

Land 70M East Of Blaich 
Cottage, Blaich, Fort 
William

Use of land for siting temporary 
building to be used for counseling 
rooms and therapeutic workshop

Erection of office/laundry and 
storage buildings

Change of use from shop (Class 1) 
to hot food takeaway (Sui Generis)

Erection of house, formation of 
access and installation of foul 
drainage

Change of use from Class 9 
(Houses) to Class 7 (Guest House)

Internal alterations and construction 
of new 2 classroom extension to 
existing Primary School

Erection of house, installation of 
foul drainage

Argyll and Bute Council
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, as amended 

ADVERTISEMENT UNDER SECTION 67(2) OF THE MAKING 
OF A REVOCATION ORDER OR MODIFICATION ORDER

Planning Permission for Erection of Dwelling House at 
Land West of Penmore Mill, Dervaig, Tobermory, Isle of Mull 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 04/02208/DET
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Argyll and Bute Council have made an 
order under section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 
1997 to revoke the above planning permission.
The Council have been notified by the owner or lessee (if any); the 
occupier of the land, and all persons who in the Council’s opinion 
will be affected by the Order that they do not object to the Order.
Any person who will be affected by the Order and who wishes for an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by a person appointed by 
the Scottish Ministers, must give notice in writing to The Scottish Ministers, 
Planning and Architecture Division, Planning Decisions, 2H (South), 
Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ not later than 8th November 2018
If no such notice is given by that date the Order will take effect by virtue 
of the provisions of Section 67(7) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997 on 22nd November 2018 without being confirmed 
by The Scottish Ministers.
Date 11th November 2018
Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law
Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead
To find out more about living and working 
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 

18/01189/PP Change of use of 
dwellinghouse to form office

Schoolhouse Achnacroish  
Isle Of Lismore PA34 5UG 

18/01999/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
for holiday accommodation

Garden Ground Of Pier 
Cottage Carsaig Isle Of Mull  
Argyll And Bute PA70 6HD

18/02024/MFF Replacement of existing steel 
square cages with 10 x 100m 
circumference cages and 
retention of feedbarge (with 
no increase in biomass)

Fishnish A Fish Farm 
Fishnish Bay
Sound Of Mull
Argyll And Bute 

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and  
on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working  
in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

D M MACKINNON 
SOLICITORS 

FULL TIME 
RECEPTIONIST

A full time vacancy exists for a responsible, 
self-motivated and enthusiastic individual to 
assist in the smooth running of a busy law firm. 

Duties will include answering the telephone, 
dealing with incoming client enquiries, 
meeting and greeting clients, administrative 
tasks and organising outgoing post.

The successful candidate will have:
• A good telephone manner; 
• Good interpersonal skills; 
• Excellent communication and organisational 
skills; 
• The ability to multi-task
• A working knowledge of Microsoft Office 
programmes

Previous experience within a law firm is 
desirable but not essential. 

Please apply by email with CV and full contact 
details to laf@dmmk.co.uk

AT HOME-START LORN 
WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR A PART-TIME 

ADMIN ASSISTANT
15hrs per week

For maternity cover. Salary: £7577 - £8002 pa 
depending on experience.

For an application pack tel: 01631 566749 
Closing Date: Noon on 

Tuesday 23rd October 2018     
Home-Start Lorn is committed to 
equal opportunity and diversity

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials 
to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, de-
cent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 

the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or 
relevant part of the advertisement, as 
the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No 
re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circum-
stances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a 
full refund of any price paid to the 
Publisher for the particular adver-
tisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable 
to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 

the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publica-
tion of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publication 
in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event 
of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily 
basis from the due date until the bill is 
paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as 
an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves 
the right to disallow any discounts 
given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertise-
ment assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. 
http://termsandconditions.wyvexme-
dia.co.uk

CAN YOU DRAW?
ARTIST WANTED
Can you draw or paint or illustrate?

We want to hear from you if you 
can illustrate and are capable of 
producing attractive, colourful 

artwork for use on locally produced 
merchandise for the tourist market.

Excellent rates for the right person.

Please send examples of work to:
Box Number 33, c/o The Oban Times, 

Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Proposed Division 
of a Croft by Owner-

occupier Crofter

Mrs Elizabeth Kilmurray 
is applying to divide the 
owner-occupied croft at 
Baligarve in Lismore & 
Appin into two new crofts.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to:

Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@croftingscotland.
gov.uk by 9th November, 
2018.

Proposed Division of a 
Croft by Owner-occupier 

Crofter

John Morrison is applying 
to divide the owner-
occupied Croft at Penmore 
Mill Croft on parish Kilmore 
and Kilninian into two new 
crofts.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to:

Crafting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
gov.scot within 28 days 
from the date of the advert.

West Coast
RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:

TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

Free measuring and fitting & full guarantee 

See our 
website for

SUPERB offer 

detail�!

BLINDS

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

CHIMNEY SWEEP

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL    ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTY
TO LET – INDUSTRIAL UNIT

GLENGALLAN ROAD, OBAN

INTERNAL SPACE 1000 SQ FT
EXTERNAL SPACE 2300 SQ FT

£10,000.00 PER ANNUM 
PLUS RATES

TEL: 01631 565229

DM MacKinnon is delighted 
to announce the promotion of 
David Lane to Associate Solicitor 
specialising in Commercial and 
Residential conveyancing and 
also wishes to congratulate 
Caroline Isaac on her recent 
qualifi cation as a Paralegal in 
Wills, Trusts & Executries. Both 
David and Caroline are native 
to Oban with extensive local 
knowledge and business acumen.

Appointments can be made 9am – 5pm Monday 
to Friday. (Offi ce closed between 1pm and 2pm.)

Tel: 01631 563014
E: info@dmmk.co.uk www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
Audio Equipment
ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS 
HI-FI MICRO, black. CD 
player with radio. Never 
used. Still in box, £25 Tele-
phone 01880 820750.
ALBA PORTABLE STE-
REO CD player/radio. Nev-
er used. Still in box, £15 
Telephone 01880 820750.

Baby Equipment
TRAVEL COT with raised 
insert for infants. Very good 
condition, £40 Telephone 
07393 685568.
TWO CAR SEATS 
Maxi-Cosi Tobi child car 
seat, suitable for up to 4 
years. Hardly used and in 
very good condition, £50 
Telephone 07393 685568.

Bicycles
RALEIGH FOLDING BIKE 
adult unisex EVO 7 speed, 
20” wheel, colour blue. 
Little used and easy to 
fold, £85 Telephone 01546 
510595.

Building / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Camping & caravan 
Equipment
CARAVAN AWNING aging 
but still functional TRIO 
Sombrero caravan awning, 
size 875 cm. Material has 
seen better days, but still 
usable,  £75 Telephone 
01631 770357.

Computers and 
Games
REFURBISHED APPLE 
IMAC 21.5 Excellent 
condition. 500GB new 
Solid State Drive; 2.5GHz 
Intel Core i5 processor. 
DVD drive, Magic mouse, 
software. Oban area, £470 
Telephone 07906 368545².

Domestic Appliances

RAYBURN 355SFW 
Largest Output Solid fuel 
Rayburn, beautiful black 
satin heat resistant fi nish. 
Professionally rebuilt and 
reconditioned and is in 
as new condition. New 
stainless steel high output 
boiler with manufacturer's 
5 year guarantee, capable 
of heating 8 radiators. 
water pipes from boiler exit 
on LHS. Ovens and fl ue on 
RHS. Dimensions 900mm 
wide, 820mm high, 590mm 
deep. Delivery is possi-
ble - charge dependent 
upon distance. Enormous 
saving on a new equivalent 
cooker, £3,850 Telephone 
07889 324823 or 01899 
220918².

Furniture
FOLDING BED JAY-BE 
folding single guest bed, 
new unused, in original 
packaging, dimensions on 
request. Local delivery, 
Campbeltown, £95 Tele-
phone 07703 130370².

Garden
9 ORCHID PLANTS, in-
cluding Paphiopedium and 
Maudiae, potted up, most 
6" tall ,  £20 Telephone 
01586 554537.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLL-
ERS cast iron and deco-
rative, for working use or 
colourful garden feature, 
various sizes from £90, 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Hobbies and Crafts
LARGE COLLECTION OF 
WARHAMMER including 

fi gures, board, buildings 
and games. Please tele-
phone 07496 272705 for 
information, Telephone 
07496 272705.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

Home Furnishings
CURTAIN POLE black met-
al. Approx 1.5" thick and 
6'9"long with round fi nials 
3" diameter, 10 Telephone 
01838 200489.
W I N D O W / R A D I AT O R 
SEAT cream, wooden seat 
with vents to fi t over radia-
tor, Approx 2m long x58cm 
high x50cm deep,  £30 
Telephone 01838 200489.

Indoor sports 
equipment
DIGITAL FOLDING 
TREADMILL JLL S300 
Digital Folding Treadmill, 
2018 New Generation Dig-
ital 4.5HPMotor, 20 Incline 
Levels, 0.3km/h to 16km/h,  
£350 Telephone 07713 
640857.

Jewellery and 
Watches
LADIES OMEGA WRIST 
WATCH in beautiful condi-
tion, cost £600 will accept,  
£95 Telephone 07919 
106318

Kitchen 
MORPHY RICHARDS 
SLOW COOKER never 
used. In box, £15 Tele-
phone 01880 820750.
SALTER ELECTRIC SOUP 
MAKER still in box, £20 
Telephone 01880 820750.

Lost and Found
KINDLE READER LOST, 
Kindle Oasis e-reader, 
possibly in the car park 
at Westport Beach. Blue 
fl oral case/cover. Reward 
for safe return, Telephone 
07806 505432.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 

of Skye, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or 
as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk or telephone 01371 
851868,  £ Telephone .

Marine
VINTAGE MAHOGANY 
BOAT RUDDER in excel-
lent conditions. Usuable or 
ornamental. Bargain at £45 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Miscellaneous
COAL BUNKER - black 
GRP in very good condi-
tion, £40 Telephone 07934 
491712.

Mobility
ELECTRIC MOBILITY 
SCOOTER,  approx 1 year 
old. In showroom condition 
(SUPASCOOTA). Folds 
to accommodate car boot. 
INVERARAY, £800 Tele-
phone 07484 818023.
MOBILITY SCOOTER 
Pro-Rider Road King with 
custom made rain canopy 
£800 Telephone 01567 
820752.

Personalised 
Registrations
CHERISHED NUMBER 
PLATE for sale, on reten-
tion. OBA 11N, Price ne-
gotiable, Telephone 07779 
329484.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL , market your business 
effectively with profession-
ally designed leafl ets, post-
ers and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake.  
Call Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

Wanted
SLATES WANTED on or off 
roof, cash paid, Telephone 
07462 538223².



BIRTHS
ECCLESTON - Chris and 
Rhona (née Gillespie) are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their son Logan 
John on �ursday October 4, at 
RAH Paisley. First grandson to 
Mike and Wendy and second 
grandson to Kirsteen and the 
late John. With grateful thanks 
to all sta� at Oban maternity, 
especially Rosie and RAH 
Paisley.

DEATHS
BLANCHE - David Goodman. 
Peacefully, with close family 
by his side, at Inverclyde 
Royal Hospital, on Wednesday 
October 3, 2018, David 
Goodman, aged 85 years, 
beloved husband of Marjorie 
(Mag) (née Lang), much loved 
father of Judy, grandfather of 
Heather and Lorna and father-
in-law to Hans. Funeral service 
at Greenock Crematorium, 
on Tuesday October 16, at 2 
pm, to which all friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 
�owers only please.
CURRIE - Peacefully at Cowal 
Community Hospital, Dunoon 
on Saturday October 6th , 
2018, in her 70th year, Iseabail 
nee MacLeod, wife of Robert 
Currie, much loved mum of 
Catriona and loving granny to 
Lewis and Ebony.
KERR - Sadly and peacefully 
at home in Ballachulish, 
George Mitchell Kerr (former 
captain of Army Cadets), 
passed away a�er a brave battle 
with leukemia.  His mother 
and father (Billy and Anna) 
from Rutherglen would like to 
invite all family and friends to 
join them on the celebration of 
George's life at the Glencairn 
Club, 151 Glasgow Road, G73 
1ST at 12 noon on �ursday 
October 18. A charity box 
will be present on behalf of 
the Beatson who took care of 
George throughout his illness. 
No �owers please.
MACKELLAR - Peacefully at 
Islay Hospital on October 8, 
2018 Flora (née Morrison) of 
Ballygrant,  Islay, aged 81yrs, 
beloved wife of late Donald 
and much loved mother of 
John and Sheena, and sister 
to Jane and late Alex. Funeral 
service in Kilmeny Church 
on �ursday October 11, 2018 
at 11.30am and therea�er to 
Kilmeny Cemetery. 
McCAFFERY - Peacefully 
at his home, 6 High Park, 
Tarbert, a�er an illness 
fought with great dignity and 
courage, on October 7, 2018,   

Gordon McCa�ery, aged 55 
years. Beloved husband of 
Catherine Jane and a much 
loved father of Calum and 
Laura. Dear son of Maire and 
the late Frank McCa�ery and 
cherished brother, uncle, and 
cousin to all the family. A 
dear neighbour and friend to 
many, and a much respected 
member of the local and wider 
community. Funeral Service 
will be held in Tarbert Parish 
Church, on Monday October 15, 
2018, at 12.00 noon, therea�er 
to Carrick Cemetery. Family 
�owers only please. Donations, 
if desired, to Marie Curie Care, 
Mairi Semple Cancer Fund and 
Macmillan Nurses. All friends 
are respectfully invited to attend.
MUNRO - Allan. Suddenly 
on the morning of Tuesday 
October 9, 2018. Husband to 
the late Colina Dewar, father to 
John, Lorna and Roslyn. Loved 
father-in-law, grandfather and 
great grandfather. Respected 
as a true gentleman and will 
always be in our hearts.
OLDALE - Peacefully at the 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch on Sunday October 
7, 2018, in his 92nd year, 
Raymond Oldale, beloved 
husband of Gladys, father 
to William and Jane and a 
much loved grandfather, 
great-grandfather and 
great-great-grandfather.
SCOTT (Nairn) - Peacefully, 
at Raigmore Hospital on 
Friday, October 5, 2018. 
Campbell Scott, of King Street, 
Nairn, aged 76 years, beloved 
husband of Jacqui, a much 
loved father of Iain and Fiona, 
a caring father in law, a devoted 
grandfather, a sadly missed 
brother and friend to many.  
Funeral service at St Ninian’s 
Church on �ursday, October 
11, at 12noon therea�er to 
Nairn Cemetery.  All friends 
respectfully invited. Family 
�owers only please, donations 
in lieu if desired may be given 
at the service to Raigmore 
Hospital Stroke Ward.  
WHITE - John K, Dunollie, 
Oban. Our dear Johnny was 
suddenly taken from us on 
October 1, 2018. It is a very 
di�cult time for all the family 
and we are trying to come to 
terms with our loss. We would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone for their 
thoughts and kindness at this 
di�cult time.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
DOUGLAS - Anne. �e 
family of the late Anne Stewart 
Douglas would like to thank 
most sincerely, all relatives, 

friends and neighbours, for the 
kind expressions of sympathy 
received, following the very sad 
loss of Anne. Sincere thanks 
also goes to all of Anne's 
carers at Stirling Council and 
Mears, who were so kind to 
her. To Stuart Murdoch of 
Strathcarron Hospice, for the 
lovely service, to the sta� at 
�omas Cuthell & Sons, for 
their help with the funeral 
arrangements, to Falkirk 
Golf Club for their hospitality 
and to everyone who paid 
their last respects to Anne at 
Falkirk Crematorium. £691.92 
was gratefully received for 
Strathcarron Hospice.
FRASER - Derek, Elma and 
Rhona would like to thank all 
relatives and friends for their 
kind expressions of sympathy 
and support following the 
sad loss of Maureen.  Grateful 
thanks to Moss Park for 
looking a�er her the last 5 
years and all the doctors and 
nurses in the Belford Hospital 
who attended to Maureen on 
her many times with them over 
the years.  �anks to the Rev 
Richard Baxter and Rev Morag 
Muirhead for their comforting 
service, all the many who 
attended at the Church Service, 
Jamie and Beth from McFall's 
for the funeral arrangements, 
Shiona for the beautiful �ower 
arrangements and the Railway 
Club for the catering.  �e sum 
of £932.80 was collected, going 
to Moss Park Resident's Fund 
and Lochaber M.S. Society
JOHNSTON  - Andrew, James, 
Iain and Duncan would like 
to thank everyone for all 
the lovely cards �owers and 
personal messages received 
following the recent passing 
of their beloved father John 
Johnston. We would especially 
like to thank all the sta� 
at Raigmore Hospital in 
Inverness who looked a�er 
him so well through his �nal 
days. We would also like to 
thank all at John McLellan’s 
Funeral Directors for all their 
help, really can’t speak highly 
enough of the service we 
received.
MACLACHLAN - �ank you 
for attending Je�'s funeral 
service at the Parish Church. 
I want to thank the Reverend 
Chris for a lovely service, which 
gave a lot of people comfort. 
Catriona, the undertakers, 
Hoey. Je�'s cousins, Donnie, 
Richard, Stewart, Scott, Shirley, 
Sandra, Caroline and Jackie. To 
my special family and friends, 
Kenny, Morag, Carol, Neil, 
Margaret, Kevin, Mary, Joan 
and Andy. �anks also for the 
cards, �owers and messages, 

they were a great comfort.  
Cherry MacLachlan.
MACLACHLAN - Zena, 
Donna, Louise, Carl and Sophia, 
would like to thank all those 
who attended the church and 
graveside on the recent passing of 
Je�. Also, we would like to thank 
all at Hamish Hoey for all their 
help and care, Soroba House, for 
the catering and Petals, for the 
�owers. All monies raised, will 
be donated to the British Lung 
Foundation.
MEES - Nan and Dan would 
sincerely like to thank everyone 
for their kindness, cards and 
words of sympathy shown 
following the sad loss of Janice. 
A special thanks to the sta� 
at the Belford Hospital, Craig 
Nevis Surgery, Scott, Linnie 
and sta� at John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Clydebank 
Crematorium, McDonald 
Brothers Florists, Rev Donald 
McCorkindale and Ardgour 
Church, Chris Ogilvie the piper 
and Kate Cruikshank the 
organist for their outstanding 
care and support. �e sum 
of £628.90 was collected for 
Lochaber Macmillan Nurses.

MEMORIAMS
BOWN - In memory of 
Dugald McInnes Bown MM 
of Dalbeattie and Furnace.  
Killed in France, aged 24, 100 
years ago on October 11, 1918, 
one month before peace was 
declared. Never forgotten by his 
family.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of  Ewen "the 
Auctioneer", a dear husband, 
father, father-in-law, papa and 
brother who died on October 
10, 2016.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Isabel, Linda, Ewen, Elaine, 
Alice, Archie and Donald.
CRAIG - John (Jack), died 
October 10, 1993.
Not a day goes by
Without a thought or tear
And a constant wish
�at you were here.
- Irene, Carole, Neil, Allan, 
Graham and Alison.
DOCHERTY - Stevie.  October 
11, 2017.
Treasured memories of my 
husband and best friend, a 
much loved dad and grandad.
You can shed tears that he is 
gone
Or you can smile because he has 
lived
Your heart can be empty 
because you can't see him
Or you can be full of the love 
you shared.
Always with us.
- Fiona, Zoe, Matt and Hunter

GOODBRAND - In loving 
memory of Campbell, loving 
partner, stepdad and papa, who 
died October 14, 2017.
Missing you always,
forgetting you never, 
forever in our hearts.
Annie and family, Oban, 
Glasgow.
MACGIBBON - Remembering 
our dear parents and 
grandparents, Angus, died 
October 19, 1993 and E�e, died 
December 8, 2001.
When someone you love 
becomes a memory
�at memory becomes a treasure
In our hearts you will forever 
remain.
- Maureen, John, Sheena, Fraser 
and grandchildren.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of my beloved husband, our dear 
father, father-in-law, grandfather 
and great grandfather Donald, 
who died October 5, 2010.
Always in our thoughts and very 
sadly missed.
- From  Norah, Catherine, 
Christine and Iain, Donald, 
Stephen, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren.
MACKAY - In loving memory 
of Marjory, passed away October 
16, 2014.
Always in our thoughts.
- Donnie and Gordon.
STEELE - In loving memory of 
a special mum, Margaret, who 
died  October 8, 2000. Always in 
our hearts. 
- With love, Alan and Diane.

STEWART - In loving memory 
of a dear mum Ann, granny and 
great granny, who died October 
5, 2006.
�ank you for the years we 
shared
�e love you gave
�e way you cared
In our hearts you will always stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Ronald, Kate, Neil, Rhoda, 
Isabel and families.
STEWART - Remembering our 
dear parents and grandparents, 
Ernie, died November 14, 1999 
and Marjorie, died September 
17, 1996.
When someone you love 
becomes a memory
�at memory becomes a treasure
In our hearts you will forever 
remain.
- Maureen, John, Sheena, Fraser 
and grandchildren.
WOODROW - In loving 
memory of our David, a dear 
son and brother, died as a result 
of an accident, aged 21 years on 
October 16, 1990.
So much has changed since 
you've been gone
�rough ups and downs our lives 
move on
What we would give to hold your 
hand 
Your happy face to see
To hear your voice and see you 
smile
You meant the world to us.
- Mum, Dad, Fraser, Sheena and 
family.
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MEMORIALS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan 
Birch Hill 

Achnacreebeag 
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

2019

NOMINATIONS
ARE NOW

OPEN

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

DON’T MISS OUT!

categories 
include
conservation & 
the environment

Artisan Drink
education
Agriculture
rural employer

OPENOPENOPENOPENOPEN
DON’T MISS OUT!

OPENOPENOPENOPENOPEN
DON’T MISS OUT!

OPENOPENOPENOPENOPEN
DON’T MISS OUT!

To nominate, visit:
www.scottishruralawards.org

OUR SPONSORS
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Call 01631 568000
Celebrate your Graduation

Only £24 inc.VAT

First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and which 

schools they have gone to, and place of work a� er study.

GRADUATIONS

BRYANNA MACKENZIE
Graduated from UHI Argyll College in SVQ Hairdressing at 
SCQF Level 6. Daughter of May MacKenzie  and John Donn. 

Granddaughter of the late Hector and Moira MacKenzie, Dunbeg, 
and Margaret and Phil Barwell, Merseyside.

HANNAH CATHERINE CARMICHAEL
Recently graduated with a 2:1 BA (Hons) in International Business 

from Glasgow Caledonian University. Hannah is the daughter 
of Jonathan and Fiona Carmichael, Isle of Islay, and the grand-
daughter of Katie and Dugald Carmichael, Oban of Catherine 

Agyemang, Isle of Islay. Hannah is currently studying an MA in 
Multimedia Journalism.

THOUGHT for the week
October is a time many in this part of the world take 
a holiday. Whether it is because of the school break or 
because the main tourism season is past or because the 
weather is heading towards winter, it seems a good time 
to recharge the batteries.

Some will enjoy a trip to the sun, others a city break. 
Some go for fancy hotels and others for a budget option. 
Still more stay home but have a di� erent pace of life for 
a week or two. Long lies, time to catch up on books or 
� lms, the chance to go for longer walks as the leaves 
change colour, or dig out that project that was put o�  
until a rainy day.

As Jesus travelled around with the disciples, mostly on 
foot, he went through three years of di� erent seasons. We 
know he took time out on his own; we know he made 
time to be with  the disciples on their own. He paced 
himself and those with him.

Full on sometimes – thousands of people wanting to 
hear his stories and then needing food, answering the 
legalists who wanted to catch him out, preparing for the 
challenges he knew would come his way.

Relaxed at other times – enough to be accused of being 
a glutton and a drunkard, however unlikely that may be. 
Observing the sabbath but teaching that it was made to 
help people, not to constrain them with rules.

� e last verse of John’s Gospel tells us: ‘� ere are also 
many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them 
were written down, I suppose that the world itself could 
not contain the books that would be written.’ It can be 
easy to feel we have to keep going all the time, that there 
are never enough hours in the day.

If we’re trying to follow Jesus’s example, we’ll enjoy the 
breaks and then be more e� ective in the busier times.

Rev Liz Gibson

� e Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Argyll and the Isles has 
announced the sudden 
death of Canon John Angus 
MacDonald.

A native of South Uist, 
he was ordained a priest by 
Bishop Colin McPherson.

Canon MacDonald served 
the diocese in a number of 
parishes and the church 
nationally by teaching at the 
junior seminary at St Mary’s 
College, Blairs.

Father John Angus 
MacDonald, a native Gaelic 
speaker, served as a parish 
priest in Arisaig during the 
1980s, then at St Mary’s 
Church in Fort William 
during the late 1990s and 
early 2000s.

During this time he served 
on the Cro� ers’ Commission 
in Inverness.

He moved from Fort 
William to Kingussie Parish 
around 2004/5, but due 
to poor health took early 
retirement soon a� er.

He retired to Killin in 

Perthshire to be near family 
and friends, although he 
would make guest appearanc-
es at St Columba’s Cathedral 
in Oban for funeral services 
and ordinations.

He was present in Oban 
for the installation of Bishop 
Brian McGee, but was 
walking slowly and with the 
aid of a stick.

His death in his mid 
seventies came as a shock 
to many as he was a great 
scholar of the church and a 
keen linguist. 

He spoke several languages 
and was o� en called upon to 
help foreign holidaymakers 
who had taken ill in Fort 
William’s Belford Hospital, 
or appeared in court as a 
translator.

He also advised Highland 
and Island cro� ers and 
farmers on Scottish cro� ing 
law and always sought to be a 
reasonable arbitrator.

Parishioners in Fort 
William were told of his death 
at Sunday mass recently.

Church mourns 
death of Canon John 
Angus MacDonald
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Willie Neilson opens the scoring for Oban Camanachd against Skye. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Oban Camanachd manager Ian 
Hay waves goodbye after taking 
charge of his last game before 
handing over the reins to a new 
boss for next season.

Oban Camanachd manager to hand over the reins 
Skye Camanachd are relegated 
a� er just one season in the top 
� ight, Inveraray won promotion to 
the Marine Harvest Premiership, 
the Kyles Athletic seconds, Bute 
and Lochside Rovers are all in 
contention in the Marine Harvest 
South Division 1 title race and Skye 
Camanachd Ladies clinched a third 
successive Marine Harvest National 
Division 1 title following the shinty 
action on Saturday October 6.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Oban Camanachd 4
Skye Camanachd 3
Skye Camanachd went into their 
meeting with Oban Camanachd at 
Moss� eld knowing they needed a 
convincing win to boost their top 
� ight survival chances. 

� ey battled hard throughout, 
but it was Oban Camanachd who 
took the honours as a hat-trick from 
Andrew MacCuish helped them to a 
4-3 win. 

Oban Camanachd’s Daniel 
Cameron su� ered a knock in the 
defeat to Newtonmore two weeks 
earlier and he failed to recover in 
time for this one. Aidan MacIntyre 
and Scott McKillop were both una-
vailable, but Craig MacDougall was 
free of suspension and started on 
the bench, whilst Keith MacMillan 
also returned. Connor Howe was 
missing and Gavin Stobbart was an 
out� eld substitute. 

Skye keeper Iain MacLeod re-
turned a� er missing the last two 
matches through work commit-
ments which was lucky as second 
team goalie Ryan Morrison was on 
holiday. Kenny Campbell was un-
available and Daniel Morrison was 
out a� er su� ering a broken thumb 
in the win over Caberfeidh a week 
earlier. Ross Gordon and Chris Rose 
were added to the travelling squad.

Oban Camanachd took the lead on 
14 minutes. A Scott MacMillan hit-

in from the stand-side of the ground 
bounced to the back of the ‘D’ where 
Willie Neilson caught the ball well, 
hammering it into the roof of the net 
from 12 yards. 

Skye levelled on 21 minutes when 
James Pringle went on a 20-yard 
solo run through on goal before 
tucking the ball home. 

� e islanders took the lead on the 
half-hour when Ruaraidh MacLeod 
and Daniel Sloss challenged for a 
ball in the air. Sloss slipped and 
MacLeod turned away and his 
15 yard, head-high shot � ew past 
Oban Camanachd keeper Cameron 
Sutherland on his right side. 

Andrew MacCuish ensured the 
sides would go into the break on lev-
el terms, however, when he steered a 
ball in the air, which had come o�  
the keeper, into the net following a 
goalmouth scramble. 

Skye goalie Iain MacLeod made 
good saves from Andrew MacCuish 
and Willie Neilson in the � rst half, 
whilst Oban Camanachd custodian 
Cameron Sutherland did well to 
prevent Ruaraidh MacLeod from 
getting a second. 

Andrew MacCuish got his second 
goal of the game on 53 minutes when 
he ran onto a Daniel MacVicar pass 
to the right of the circle. MacCuish 
struck the ball on his right side from 
15 yards on the angle, sending it into 
the top corner of the net to make it 
3-2.

With Scotland manager Garry Reid 
� nalising his international squad, 
Andrew MacCuish picked a good 
time to complete his hat-trick with 
the goal coming from the penalty 
spot six minutes later. MacCuish ran 
the ball into the ‘D’ but was bumped 
over and referee David Mitchell 
pointed to the spot a� er consulting 
the goal judge. MacCuish struck the 
penalty low to the keeper’s le�  and 
although Iain MacLeod got a foot to 
the ball, he couldn’t keep it out. 

Skye sent out a quick response as 
Ruaraidh MacLeod got his second 
goal of the a� ernoon a minute later. 
MacLeod picked the ball up out on 
the wing and ran with it for 30 yards 
before reaching the penalty spot 
where he struck the ball inside the 
side-netting to make it 4-3. 

Skye had the chance to level when 
they were awarded a penalty a� er a 
home player had fallen on the ball. 
Will Cowie hit the penalty well 
enough, low and hard to the keeper’s 
le� , but Cameron Sutherland made 
a great save with a combination of 
his foot and stick keeping the ball 
out.

Both sides could have been better 
defensively throughout the game 
but Oban Camanachd saw out the 
closing stages to take the points, 
although few would have grudged 
Skye a draw. 

� is was the � nal match in charge 
for Oban Camanachd manager Ian 

Hay who has led the side for the 
last three and a half seasons. ‘It’s a 
strange not to be manager any more 
and I’ve got mixed feelings about 
that,’ Ian said the following day. 

‘Our season has tended to go on 
until November in recent times so 
it also feels like an early � nish. I’ll 
re-adjust though. I just need a bit of 
a break but I’m sure I’ll be back in 
some capacity further down the line. 

‘It was good to sign o�  with a win 
and we’ve � nished in the top half of 
the league. We only lost � ve times in 
the league - mostly when we’ve had 
players missing - but our � ve draws 
cost us a higher placed � nish. 

‘� ere is a good squad there for 
the new manager, with some very 
promising young players, so the 
future’s bright.’ 

Skye are also on the managerial 
hunt. John MacLeod stepped down 
in mid-September with his assistants 
Donnie ‘Digg’ MacDonald and Iain 
‘Dowel’ MacLeod seeing the team 
through the � nal three matches of 
the season. 

Kingussie 1
Kinlochshiel 1
Kinlochshiel remain in the race to 
� nish second a� er coming from 
behind to draw 1-1 with Kingussie 
in their 1pm throw-up at the Dell.

� e sides served up an entertaining 
goal-less draw at Kirkton a fortnight 
earlier and had to settle for a share of 
the spoils in this one too.

Kingussie had Fraser Munro, Louis 
Munro and Calum Grant back, but 
they were without Lee Bain.

Kinlochshiel keeper Scott 
Kennedy su� ered a back injury in 
the previous week’s win over Lovat, 
so his brother Graham Kennedy 
took over in goal. Ali Nixon missed 
out with a hamstring problem but 
defenders David Falconer and Mark 
MacDonald returned.  

� ere was an end of season feel 
about the � rst half but Kingussie 
went up the gears before the end 
of the half, helped by the intro-
duction of Fraser Munro for Rory 
MacGregor on 27 minutes and then 
Louis Munro for Savio Genini at 
the break which strengthened their 
mid� eld. 

Kingussie made a good start to the 
second half with Ruaridh Anderson 
putting them in front on 53 minutes. 
Rory MacKeachan won possession 
on the le�  and played a long ball to 
Liam Borthwick at wing forward. 
Borthwick controlled the ball 
and switched it to the other wing 
where Ruaridh Anderson had just 
been switched to the wing forward 
position. Anderson rolled Mark 
MacDonald and let the ball run by 
him before shooting on his back-
hand from about 10 yards through 
the keeper’s legs and into the net.

Kingussie looked to add to their 
lead, whilst their defence of Robert 

Mabon, Rory MacKeachan and 
Calum Grant and Alexander Michie 
kept the visiting attackers at bay. 

Kingussie were hit by a suck-
er-punch on 69 minutes when 
a speculative e� ort from Oliver 
MacRae was saved by home keeper 
Craig Dawson but the rebound fell 
for John MacRae who found the net 
to make it 1-1. 

� is was Kingussie’s � nal game 
of the season. Kinlochshiel com-
plete their campaign at home to 
Caberfeidh this Saturday. 

Lochaber 3
Kyles Athletic 6
Kyles Athletic remain on course 
to � nish second a� er they beat 
Lochaber 6-3 at Spean Bridge.

� is was Lochaber’s � nal game 
of the season. � ey hadn’t played 
for four weeks when they lost out 
to Kingussie. Kevin Ferguson and 
Martin Johnstone missed that game 
as they served one-match suspen-
sions, but they were free for this one. 
Danny Delaney was banned as he 
began a two-match suspension for 
his red card in that game.

Kyles Athletic’s Grant Irvine 
returned but keeper John Whyte 
was unavailable so one of shinty’s 
greats, Kenny MacDonald, made a 
comeback between the sticks.  

Kyles travelled with just 12 players 
and su� ered a blow when an injury 
to Gordon Whyte early in the � rst 
half meant he had to come o�  mean-
ing they played the remainder of the 
match with 11 players. 

Shaun Nicolson scored twice for 
Lochaber with Findlay MacDonald 
getting the other. 

Doubles from Robbie MacLeod 
and Calum Miller, who was switched 
up front a� er su� ering a leg knock, 
and goals from Sandy MacKenzie 
and Grant Irvine gave Kyles a 6-3 
win. 

Kyles Athletic welcome bottom 
side Glenurquhart to Tighnabruaich 
this Saturday in the last game of the 
season for both teams. A win would 
guarantee Kyles another second 
placed � nish. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Beauly 1
Inveraray 3
Inveraray will return to the Marine 
Harvest Premiership following a 
three-year absence a� er they came 
from a goal down to beat Beauly 3-1 
at Braeview Park.

Inveraray went into the game 
on a four-match winning run and 
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Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup

MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup

Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Results Fixtures

Continued on page 50

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

Saturday October 6
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kingussie 1 v 1 Kinlochshiel
Lochaber 3 v 6 Kyles Athletic
Oban Camanachd 4 v 3 Skye

National Division
Beauly 1 v 3 Inveraray

North Division One
Kinlochshiel 0 v 7 Glenurquhart

South Division One
Aberdour 2 v 3 Lochside Rovers
Bute 0 v 0 Kyles Athletic
Tayforth 1 v 0 Inveraray

North Division Two
Inverness 3 v 0 Lochcarron
Kilmallie P v P Beauly
Rescheduled for October 27
Strathspey v Lochaber
Lochaber unable to � eld a team,
points to Strathspey

Marine Harvest South Division One
Team        P         W         D          L            F            A         Pts
Kyles Athletic      17        12         4          1           53          15          28
Bute       17        12         3          2           47          18          27
Lochside Rovers      15        10         3          2           44          18          23
Aberdour       18          8         4          6           44          33          20
Col Glen       17          6         4          7           33          38          16
Ballachulish      18          5         5          8           37          39          15
Taynuilt       17          3         5          9           24          47          11
Inveraray       17          4         2         11          33          51           8*      
Tayforth       18          3         3         12          25          56          7*
Kilmory       16          5         1         10          23          48          5*
            * points adjustment

Saturday October 13
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Camerfeidh
Kyles Athletic v Glenurquhart

South Division One
Lochside Rovers v Kyles Athletic
Taynuilt v Bute

North Division Two
Lochaber v Beauly
Kilmallie v Lochcarron

Throw-ups 2.30pm unless stated.

Oban Camanachd manager to hand over the reins 
they knew a point was all that was 
required to pip Fort William for 
second place in the division.

Beauly had only taken one point 
from their last four outings but were 
keen to � nish their season on a high.

Beauly were missing Ryan Tillman 
and Liam Girvan, whilst Inveraray 
were without Hamish McLennan. 

� e home side made the perfect 
start, taking the lead a� er two 
minutes. A ball out of the Inveraray 
defence found Jack MacDonald 
who � icked the ball past Scott 
MacLachlan in the Inveraray goal to 
make it 1-0.   

Inveraray had plenty of time 
to recover the situation and Neil 
Campbell hit the post whilst Josh 
Grant in the Beauly goal made a 
� ne double save to deny � rst Garry 
MacPherson and then Fraser Watt 
from the rebound. 

Beauly took their single goal lead 
into the break and Inveraray now 
only had 45 minutes to get the goal 
they needed to secure promotion.

Inveraray player/manager 
Ruaraidh Graham made an im-
portant tactical switch, going to a 
diamond formation in attack, and 
the Winterton side drew level three  
minutes a� er the restart. 

Garry MacPherson sent the ball 
forward from the middle of the park 
and Lewis MacNicol got away from 
his marker before sending a 20-yard 
shot into the net to make it 1-1. 

� e goal eased the pressure on 
Inveraray and they took the lead 
from the penalty spot on 59 min-
utes. Neil Campbell was felled by 
Calum Morrison and referee Steven 
MacLachlan pointed to the spot. 
Fraser Watt took responsibility and 
he made no mistake.    

Fraser Watt then turned provider 
as he found Lewis MacNicol who 
scored for the second time to make 
it 3-1 with 75 minutes gone. 

Inveraray were in no mood to rest 
on their two-goal cushion and Garry 
MacPherson took on the Beauly de-
fence before hitting the post, whilst 
substitute Douglas Dando, on for 
Neil Campbell, saw a shot beat Josh 
Grant and hit the inside of the post 
before rolling across the goal line 
and hitting the inside of the opposite 
post without crossing the line. 

Inveraray will now play top � ight 
shinty for the � rst time since 2015, 
beating Fort William to the second 
promotion place by a single point. 

� is was the � nal match of the 
season for both teams and it brought 
the Marine Harvest National 
Division programme to a close. 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel 0
Glenurquhart 7
� e Glenurquhart second team 
avoided relegation to Marine 

Harvest North Division 2 at 
Aberdeen University’s expense as 
they beat Kinlochshiel’s second 
team 7-0 at Kirkton.

Whilst sixth-placed Kinlochshiel 
were already safe, the Glenurquhart  
knew their goal di� erence was such 
that they had to win this one to 
avoid the drop. 

Kinlochshiel were missing keeper 
Graham Kennedy, who was on � rst 
team duty, so Ali Nixon, who didn’t 
travel with the seniors as he was 
nursing a hamstring injury, depu-
tised in goal. 

Glenurquhart were without Jed 
Stoddart, Ryan Porter, Cameron 
MacKintosh and Finlay Ralston. 
Brothers Finlay, Liam and Fergus 
Robertson played and Euan Lloyd 
featured for the second successive 
match, turning in a man of the 
match performance at full centre.

Neale Reid’s strength and ability 
caused Kinlochshiel problems 
throughout and some rasping shots 
earned him a hat-trick.

Christopher Mack scored twice,  
with Cairn Urquhart and Lewis 
MacDonald getting the others. 

� e win completed the Marine 
Harvest North Division 2 pro-
gramme and means Glenurquhart 
leap-frog Aberdeen University who 
drop into North 2 next season.   

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute 0 
Kyles Athletic 0
� e match of the day in Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 was the 
top of the table clash which saw 
league leaders Kyles Athletic sec-
onds travel to the Meadows to face 
second placed Bute. 

� is 2pm throw-up was the pe-
nultimate match of the season for 
both sides. � ey drew 0-0 when they 
met at Tighnabruaich at the end of 
August.

Bute, who have Marine Harvest 
National Division aspirations, prob-
ably had the better chances but they 
couldn’t � nd the net so both teams 
had to settle for a share of the points.

Bute remain a point behind the 
Kyles seconds with both teams hav-
ing just one match remaining. 

Kyles have a tough � nal � xture, 
away to reigning champions 
Lochside Rovers, this Saturday. 
Lochside are still in the title race 
but a Kyles win from that clash 
at Moss� eld will take the title to 
Tighnabruaich. 

Bute � nish their season at Taynuilt 
the same day and if they win and 
Kyles and Lochside draw, the title 
could be decided on goal di� erence. 

Aberdour 2
Lochside Rovers 3
Lochside Rovers showed they won’t 

give up their title easily when they 
fought o�  Aberdour to win 3-2 at 
Silversands.

A mixture of injuries and holiday 
plans meant Lochside travelled 
with just 12 players so they will be 
delighted to return to Oban with 
both points. 

With keepers Gavin Stobbart, 
Dougie MacDonald and Brian 
MacCallum all unavailable, manag-
er Gareth Evans went in goal.  

Veterans David Devine and 
Johnny Campbell were registered in 
time to play and the latter started in 
attack alongside son Ross Campbell.

It was a beautiful day for a game 
of shinty and Lochside went in front 
when David Devine, who led the 
line well throughout, sent a low shot 
into the net.

Tom Aitchison levelled three 
minutes before the break. Aitchison 
struck a 30-yard shot and although 
keeper Evans got his hand to the 
ball, he couldn’t keep it out. 

It was an even � rst half and 
Lochside manager Gareth Evans 
made changes at the break with 
Michael MacQueen going from 
centre to attack and Ross Campbell 
switching in the opposite direction. 

� e hosts went in front on the 
hour when full forward David 
MacKenzie turned marker Ewen 
MacCorquodale and his strike 
found the net o�  the keeper’s out-
stretched leg.

Michael MacQueen went close on 
a couple of occasions before seeing a 
shot saved on 72 minutes but Johnny 
Campbell scored from the rebound 
to make it 2-2.

� e winning goal came with 
10 minutes remaining. Michael 
MacQueen made the di� erence as 
he squeezed the ball home at the 
near post, with the ball going in o�  
the keeper’s chest. 

Lochside, with Keith Burnett 
excellent in defence, had to battle all 
the way. � ey are on a terri� c run 
with 11 wins and a draw from their 
last 12 matches. 

� e victory sets up a cracking clash 
with Kyles Athletic seconds, who the 
Oban side have already beaten three 
times this season, at Moss� eld this 
Saturday with everything to play for 

as these sides, along with Bute, take 
the title race to the wire. Aberdour 
end the season in fourth.

Tayforth 1
Inveraray 0
An early Finlay Stark goal was all 
that separated Tayforth and the 
Inveraray second team at Levenhall 
Links.

Tayforth � elded a strong team 
and they had Niall MacPhee in the 
middle of the park where he had a 
good battle with Inveraray’s David 
MacPherson.

� e only goal of the game came on 
13 minutes when the hosts won pos-
session and Finlay Stark showed � ne 
dribbling skills before producing a 
neat � nish.

� ere were other good con-
tests including the one between 
Aberdour full back Donald Clark 
and Inveraray full forward John 
Mackenzie. 

Inveraray just lacked the killer 
touch in front of goal and the victory 
takes Tayforth o�  the bottom of the 
table at Kilmory’s expense. 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Inverness 3
Lochcarron 0
� e Inverness second team recorded 
just their second league win of 
the season when they defeated 
Lochcarron 3-0 at the Bught Park.

Finlay Calder gave Inverness the 
lead a� er 10 minutes and Rory 
MacLennan added a second 10 
minutes before the break. Finlay 
Calder got his second on 70 minutes 
to secure the 3-0 win.

 
Strathspey Camanachd W/O
v Lochaber
Strathspey Camanachd were given 
a walk-over when the Lochaber 
reserves were unable to raise a 
team for their 1.30pm throw-up at 
Grantown Grammar School.

Kilmallie P
Beauly P
� e meeting between the Kilmallie 
colts and the Beauly colts at Canal 
Parks has been rescheduled for 
Saturday October 27.

WCA round-up
Skye Camanachd drew 5-5 with 
Badenoch & Strathspey to secure 
the point they required to again win 
the WCA Marine Harvest National 
Division 1 championship following 
the weekend shinty action.
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The Inveraray team after securing promotion to the Marine Harvest Premiership.  Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Jump to it: Inveraray’s Nicholas Crawford avoids the swing of Beauly’s 
Colin Macdonald. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Skye Camanachd 5
Badenoch & Strathspey 5
Skye Camanachd were crowned 
Marine Harvest National Division 
1 champions for the third successive 
season a� er they drew 5-5 with title 
challengers Badenoch & Strathspey 
at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye went into the match with 
a two-point lead courtesy of their 
3-1 victory when the sides met at 
the Dell earlier in the season. � ey 
required a point to again � nish top, 
whilst a Badenoch win would force 
a play-o�  at Balgate the following 
Saturday as goal di� erence isn’t 
considered. 

� e sides met in the Valerie Fraser 
Camanachd Cup Final at the Dell in 
early September with Badenoch 4-1 
winners. 

Badenoch & Strathspey head coach 
Scott Campbell and his assistant 
Iain Robinson named an unchanged 
starting ten.

Skye Camanachd head coach 
Robbie Gordon made just one 
change from that day with Ilana 
Paterson starting in preference to 
Jenna Beaton.

A good crowd gathered for the 
match but there was a short delay 
ahead of throw-up when Badenoch 
keeper Elizabeth MacGregor was 
hit in the eye by the ball during the 
warm-up. � e Scotland keeper was 
able to play, however, and her side 
made a storming start to the match. 

Badenoch, playing towards the 
View� eld end of the ground, 
attacked from the throw-up and, 
with less than a minute gone, Kirsty 
Deans exchanged passes with Zoe 
Reid before cutting in from the le�  
to tuck the ball low into the net to 
give the visitors a 1-0 lead. 

Badenoch went back on the attack 
but Skye settled into the match and 
Sarah Corrigall played in Lorna 
MacRae for the islanders’ � rst 
chance but she sent the e� ort past 

the keeper’s right post.
Sarah Corrigall pulled Skye level 

on eight minutes. Caitlin MacLean 
caused panic in the Badenoch 
defence a� er she got away from 
Jeanette MacGregor and Corrigall 
forced a rebound home, low into the 
net, to make it 1-1. 

Sarah-Jane Ferguson, who comes 
from Benderloch, made a good save 
with her feet from Mairi Stewart’s 
low shot and the Skye keeper did 
well to get the ball out for a corner 
under pressure from Zoe Reid.

Badenoch made positional chang-
es with Jeanette MacGregor going to 
full forward and Kirsty Deans going 
to full centre, whilst Skye replaced 
Helen Lamond with Katherine 
Dibble although Lamond later 
returned to the action.  

Sarah Corrigall made space to 
create a shooting chance midway 
through the � rst half but her e� ort 
went over the top whilst, at the other 
end, Sarah-Jane Ferguson made 
a good save with her foot to deny 
Jeanette MacGregor. 

� e end-to-end nature of the con-
test continued with Sarah Corrigall 
shooting wide soon a� er.  

With the rain starting to fall, 
Deans was becoming increasingly 

in� uential and Badenoch took the 
initiative, scoring two goals in two 
minutes. 

� ey regained the lead on 22 
minutes when Jeanette MacGregor 
played in Zoe Reid who � red low 
into the net from the inside right 
channel. 

� e Badenoch support had hardly 
� nished celebrating when Jeanette 
MacGregor made it 3-1 a minute 
later. A driving Kirsty Deans run 
created the chance and MacGregor 
gave the keeper no chance with a 
� erce drive from le�  of the penalty 
spot. 

Skye needed a goal and Sarah 
Corrigall got them back on track on 
28 minutes. � ere seemed little dan-
ger when Corrigall gathered the ball 
on the le�  but she skipped past her 
marker and ran into the ‘D’ before 
� nishing con� dently. 

Skye replaced Izzy Law with Jenna 
Beaton and Lorna MacRae dropped 
back into mid� eld. 

Sarah-Jane Ferguson made a great 
save with her right hand to parry a 
Rhona MacIntyre drive from dis-
tance and the visitors had to settle 
for a corner. 

Keeper Ferguson then got her body 
behind a powerful Mairi Stewart 
shot. 

Badenoch made their � rst change 
as Katie Falconer took over in attack 
from Jeanette MacGregor.

With no further scoring at the end 
of the � rst 40 minutes, Badenoch 
took their 3-2 lead into the break. 

Badenoch made a lively start to the 
second period and Katie Falconer 
ran at the Skye defence before shoot-
ing over the top.  

Skye settled though and a Caitlin 
MacLean ball from wide on the right 
dipped just over the bar. 

Sarah-Jane Ferguson was the busi-
er of the two keepers and she turned 
a Katie Falconer e� ort from a tight 
angle away for a corner.

� e game was being played at a ter-
ri� c pace and Jeanette MacGregor 
came back on for Badenoch. 

A good shot from Mairi Stewart 
produced another � ne Sarah-Jane 
Ferguson save and Skye’s Helen 
Lamond limped o�  before the re-
sulting corner could be taken, with 
Katherine Dibble coming back on. 

Sarah Corrigall completed her 
hat-trick to make it 3-3 on 55 
minutes. � e goal came following 
a good passing move involving 
Ilana Paterson, Lorna MacRae and 
Caitlin MacLean. Skye immediately 
replaced Jenna Beaton with Abby 
MacLean. 

� e Badenoch goal survived a 
scare a� er a Lorna MacRae run had 
stretched the visiting defence, but 
they scrambled the ball away. 

Ilana Paterson, who had a good 
game throughout, came o�  in pref-
erence to Holly MacLean but, sec-
onds later, Badenoch got themselves 
back in front when Mairi Stewart’s 
low shot from the right deceived the 
Skye keeper and crossed the line to 
make it 4-3. 

Badenoch now knew if they could 
stay in front for the remaining 19 
minutes, they would force a title 
play-o� . 

A couple of minutes later, Sarah-
Jane Ferguson stretched high to her 
right, making a brilliant save with 
her hand to keep out a Mairi Stewart 
shot as Badenoch went for the kill. 

Sarah-Jane Ferguson was now 
standing between Skye falling 
further behind as she made an as-
tonishing re� ex save to turn away a 
point-blank Kirsty Deans piledriver 
over the top of the bar with her stick 
and the Badenoch player dropped to 
her knees in disbelief.  

� ere was a heart in the mouth 
job moment for the Skye support 
as keeper Ferguson then missed a 
ball into the ‘D’ but she turned and 
swept the ball away before it crossed 
the goal line. 

Elizabeth MacGregor had to come 
o�  her line to play the ball out for a 
corner a� er Lorna MacRae had run 
into the ‘D’ from the middle of the 
park.

Skye keeper Ferguson saved with 
her feet from Zoe Reid and she got 
the ball away for a corner before 
Jeanette MacGregor could pro� t. 

Katherine Dibble su� ered a knock 
and again switched places with 
Helen Lamond.  

Badenoch were now just seven  
minutes away from earning a title 
play-o� . But Skye levelled for a third 
time on 73 minutes when Caitlin 
MacLean’s speculative e� ort from 

wide on the right ended up in the 
net, past an unsighted keeper, to 
make it 4-4. 

Badenoch went back on the attack 
and another outstanding Sarah-Jane 
Ferguson stop saw her use her ca-
man to foil Kirsty Deans whose shot 
was heading for the roof of the net. 

Ferguson then made a smart 
double-save to keep out e� orts 
from Mairi Stewart and Jeanette 
MacGregor before Helen Lamond 
cleared the danger and Skye broke 
forward. Caitlin MacLean played 
the ball to Abby Maclean who found 
Sarah Corrigall which gave Skye 
breathing space as she scored her 
fourth goal of the game, a� er her 
initial e� ort had been blocked, to 
make it 5-4 with 75 minutes played.

Skye were now ahead for the � rst 
time in the match and there were 
only � ve minutes remaining. 

Elizabeth MacGregor then made 
a double save from Sarah Corrigall 
and then Lorna MacRae as Skye 
tried to extend their lead. 

Katie Falconer sent the ball past 
the post as Badenoch refused to 
accept defeat. 

Lorna MacRae, who unusually 
hadn’t scored in the game, sent a 
shot just over the top.

� e game took another twist in the 
� nal minute. Sarah-Jane Ferguson 
saved with her legs from Mairi 
Stewart and, from the resulting cor-
ner on the le� , the ball came across 
to Kirsty Deans at the back of the ‘D’ 
and she struck the ball waist-high 
across the keeper to make it 5-5. 

Badenoch still needed another goal 
to force a play-o�  but there was no 
time and referee John Matheson’s 
� nal whistle sparked joyous celebra-
tions in the Skye camp. 

John Angus Gillies from sponsors 
Marine Harvest presented the 
Marine Harvest National Division 
1 trophy to Skye captain Lorna 
MacRae in front of a delighted Skye 
support.

Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
Ardnamurchan 1
Ardnamurchan recorded a good 
1-0 win over Glasgow Mid Argyll in 
their 1.30pm throw-up at Yoker.

� e match was played in di�  cult 
conditions and Ardnamurchan’s 
Hannah MacDonald scored the goal 
that separated the sides.

� e win completes 
Ardnamurchan’s � rst season in the 
top � ight and, to their credit, they 
have ful� lled all their � xtures.   

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Inverness 4 
Glengarry 6
Glengarry beat Inverness 6-4 at the 
Bught Park.

A Katie McMillian hat-trick 
and Amber MacKay counted for 
Inverness but Elaine Cameron hit 
four and Leona Falconer bagged a 
brace to give Glengarry the win.

Strathglass 0
Lovat 13
Lovat were too strong for Strathglass, 



� e Oban Times
Thursday 11 October 2018 SHINTY  51
winning 13-0 at Cannich. Fiona 
Urquhart scored eight times with 
Laura Gallacher netting twice. Ellie 
Mackinnon, Caroline MacLean and 
Yvonne Stoddart also scored.
Kinlochshiel 3
Skye Camanachd 0
Kinlochshiel were 3-0 winners 
against the Skye Camanachd second 
team.

� e match was scheduled for 
Kirkton but was switched to the 
Plockton astro as a result of poor 
weather.

Isabelle MacKenzie scored twice 
and Eilidh MacInnes got the other.

Glenurquhart W/O
v Lochaber
� e Lochaber second team were 
unable to � eld a team for their match 
against Glenurquhart at Blairbeg so 
Glenurquhart were awarded the 
points.

Glenurquhart played a friendly 
match against a Lochaber side, 
however, a� er which Marine 
Harvest’s Iain Roberts presented 
Glenurquhart captain Siobhan 
� omson with the Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 trophy.

Glenurquhart have now done 
the double having won the Marine 
Harvest Challenge Cup earlier in 
the season. 

Youth shinty
� e annual North v South youth 
representative matches were sched-
uled to take place at An Aird, Fort 
William, on Sunday October 7, 
however, a yellow weather warning 
for the area meant the event was 
called o�  the previous evening.

� e squads were con� rmed ear-
lier in the week and Camanachd 
Association Youth Director Willie 
MacDonald said: ‘� e coaches 
across all four squads had had some 
tough choices to make in selecting 
this year’s squads. � ere is undoubt-
edly an abundance of talent out 
there. It is especially pleasing to see 
the progression a number of players 
have made from U14 to U17 and 
then to the U21 national squad over 
the past few years, so the importance 
of this event to a player’s pathway is 
clear to see.’

North U14 from:
George Taylor-Ramsay (Kingussie)
Eoin Baikie (Kingussie)
William Sutherland
(Skye Camanachd)
Finlay Coleman (Caberfeidh)
Charlie Ferguson (Newtonmore)
Tyler Whyte (Lochaber)
Euan MacCormick (Beauly) 
Sean MacLennan (Fort William)
Archie MacRae (Kinlochshiel)
Taylor Matheson
(Skye Camanachd)
Craig MacDonald (Fort William)
Finlay MacLennan (Beauly) 
Finlay Fraser (Glengarry)
Aaron MacBeth (Kinlochshiel) 
Maree Mackenzie (Kinlochshiel) 
Calum Mackintosh (Kingussie)
Coaches: Gregor MacCormick and
Sean Mcquarrie
          
South U14 from:     
Gordon Currie (Bute)
Marcus Plank (Bute)
Leon McMillan (Bute)
Callum MacMillan (Bute)
Kieran Lopez (Oban Camanachd)
Louis MacFarlane

(Oban Camanachd)
Steven � omson (Dunoon)
John Douglas (Oban Lorn)
William MacEwan (Oban Lorn)
Pearce McBeth (Oban Lorn)
Coll MacKay (Inveraray)
Neily MacNaughton (Dunoon)
Logan � ompson (Ballachulish)
Sam Daynes (Ballachulish)
Lewis Moran (Ballachulish)
Eoin Burns (Aberdour)
Coaches: Les Kinvig and Alan
 Du� y

North U17 from:
Calum Grover (Newtonmore)
Jamie Gillies (Skye Camanachd)
Kieran MacPherson (Kingussie)
� omas Maclean (Strathglass)
Cam Clark (Kilmallie)
Connor Gilpin (Skye
Camanachd) 
Cameron Macintosh
(Glenurquhart)
Lewis Clark (Fort William)
Lachie Shaw (Fort William) 
Dylan Borthwick (Kingussie)
Ross Gordon
(Skye Camanachd) 
Duncan Matheson (Kinlochshiel)
Martin Pringle (Skye Camanachd)
William Mackinnon
(Skye Camanachd)
Liam Borthwick (Kingussie)
Ryan Boyle (Fort William)
Coaches: Russell Jones and Kenny
MacLeod

South U17 from:  
Dougie MacDonald
(Oban Camanachd)
Cally MacNaughton (Col Glen)
Scott MacVicar (Col Glen)
Kyle Kerr (Col Glen)
Connor Kennedy (Col Glen)
Tom Irbhinn (Col Glen)
Ryan Craig (Bute)
William Boag (Bute)
Scott Harvey (Bute)
Daniel Sloss (Oban Camanachd)
Blair MacFarlane
(Oban Camanachd)
Ross Campbell (Oban Camanachd)
Ryan Barclay (Oban Camanachd)
David MacDougall (Aberdour)
Ali Abbott (Aberdour)
Campbell Watt (Inveraray)
Coaches: Ronnie MacVicar and
Euan McMurdo

Lochaber High wins 
Great Glen Sixes 
Lochaber High School won the Great 
Glen Shinty Sixes on Wednesday  
September 25. 

With eight teams taking 
part, Lochaber, Kingussie and 
Glenurquhart high schools and 
Grantown Grammar School reached 
the semi-� nals. 

Lochaber beat Kingussie 2-0 
in their last-four tie, whilst 
Glenurquhart overcame Grantown 
to reach the � nal. 

Lochaber were 4-0 winners over 
Glenurquhart in the � nal with top 
scorer Max Campbell, Hamish Shaw 
and Cameron Whyte amongst the 
goals. 

Lochaber keeper Darren Whyte 
kept a clean sheet throughout all 
� ve tournament games. Defenders 
Cam Clark and Johnny Forster 
also caught the eye as did Cameron 
Whyte who was named as Player of 
the tournament. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, Oban by 
the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal decision rests with 
the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time. 
Winners agree to have their photograph taken for publicity purposes. 
Winners’ names and home towns will appear in the newspaper. Employees 
of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter. We will protect 
your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements 
of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/destroyed within 30 days 
of the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£600
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
E Carmichael
Islay
J Baldwin
Oban
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Lenzie  27
Oban Lorne 24

Tennents West Division 2

Isle of Seil Junior Open

  
 

FOOTBALL

GOLF

Senior debut for Kieran
Kieran Moore from Lochgilphead made his debut in 
Scottish senior football last Saturday when he came on 
as a second half substitute in the Scottish League Two 
game at Hampden Park where Queens Park’s defeated 
Clyde 1-0.

The former Lochgilphead Red Star youngster, son of 
manager Dougie Moore, signed for the Spiders at the 
start of the season.

Kieran Moore comes on for Queens Park as a second 
half substitute against Clyde last Saturday.

Oban Hockey Club’s men’s team travelled to Glasgow 
at the weekend for their � rst encounter with Western 
Wildcats. 

Despite the Glasgow side having much of the posses-
sion in the � rst 20 minutes, Oban soon found their form 
and played a strong � rst half, going up 2-0 at half time 
with goals from Ali Burton and Andy Hodge. Wildcats 
got a goal back after the break, but Stuart Head slotted 
the ball home soon after to take the lead to 3-1. Wildcats 
kept up sustained attacking play and ultimately came 
out on top in the second half with the game ending 
3-3 at the � nal whistle. Man of the match was Jensen 
Binnie, who did a sterling job at right back putting in 
plenty of decent tackles and getting the ball away from 
dangerous areas on multiple occasions. To take a point 
away from home against a strong, well drilled side was a 
top e� ort from the team.

Oban Hockey Club also had a competitive mixed game 
on Sunday against Mull. This was the � rst game of the 
new Western mixed league and it got under way with a 
goal from Andy Hodge. 

Mull proved they were capable of winning and 
brought the score back to 2-1. In the second half, Oban 
refused to lie down and goals from Alistair Burton and 
Stuart Head saw the � nal score 3-2 to Oban. Mention 
must be made of Arden Binnie who put in an excellent 
performance in the mid� eld. 

Anyone interested in trying hockey, young or old, 
male or female is invited to junior training on Thursday 
nights from 5pm to 6pm with adult training following at 
6.30pm till 8pm at the Oban High School astro pitch.

HOCKEY

Busy weekend for Oban 
hockey players

Players from 15 clubs took 
part in Dalmally Golf Club’s 
Ladies’ Open Triam on 
Saturday September 15.
 � e weather was sunny and 
calm for most of the day and 
the course was in excellent 
condition, the greens being 
singled out for praise by many 
players.

� e event was supported 
by generous sponsorship 
from the Green Welly Stop at 
Tyndrum and the legendary 
catering provided by the la-
dies was up to the usual high 
standard.

� e prizes, which this year 
included one for nearest the 
wiggly line at the ninth, hole 
were presented by ladies 
captain Ann Colthart.

1 Barbara Robertson Mar-
garet Nicolson/Jean Leitch 
84;  2 Josephine Monaghan/
Liz Mclean/Fiona Leitch 

Dalmally Golf Club holds Ladies Open Triam
86; Alison Livingstone/Ann 
Munro/Lily McKay 87.

Nearest the Pin (Silver) 
Morag MacFarlane;  Nearest 

the Pin (Bronze) Jean Leitch. 
Nearest the Wiggly line at the 
ninth Josephine Monaghan.

Magic 2s - Alison 

Prizewinners at the Dalmally Ladies’ Open Triam.

Livingstone, Caroline Rennie, 
Kirsty McKenzie.

Garry Reid names Scotland squad
New Scotland head coach Garry Reid 
has named his Scotland squad for the 
forthcoming Marine Harvest shinty/
hurling international against Ireland. 

The annual clash takes place at the 
Bught Park, Inverness, on Saturday 
October 20.

There are places for Oban 
Camanachd duo Lorne Dickie and 
Andrew MacCuish as well as a � rst 
senior call-up for Fort William’s Arran 
MacPhee and a recall for Lochaber’s 
Shaun Nicolson. 

Scotland squad:
Stuart MacDonald (Lovat)
Rory Kennedy (Newtonmore)
Andy MacKintosh (Newtonmore)
Daniel Grieve (Lovat)
Conor Cormack (Kinlochshiel)
Mark MacDonald (Kinlochshiel)
Michael Russell (Newtonmore)
Finlay MacRae (Kinlochshiel)
Steven Macdonald (Newtonmore)
Shaun Nicolson (Lochaber)
Grant Irvine (Kyles Athletic)
Kevin Bartlett (Caberfeidh)

Greg Matheson (Lovat)
Roddy Macdonald (Kyles Athletic)
Lorne Dickie (Oban Camanachd)
John MacRae (Kinlochshiel)
Glen MacKintosh (Newtonmore)
Andrew MacCuish (Oban
Camanachd)
Evan Menzies (Newtonmore)
Arran MacPhee (Fort William

SHINTY/HURLING

Narrow defeat for 
Lorne at Lenzie
Oban Lorne travelled to 
Lenzie last Saturday for a top 
of the table clash between the 
two remaining undefeated 
teams in the league.

� is was a much changed 
Oban team from previous 
weeks with a number of 
changes made due to injury, 
work commitments, holidays 
and suspension.

Oban � elded a very young 
team with an average age of 
22. � e oldest player was only 
28 years old - what a change 
from the last few seasons.

� e young back three, all 
18-years-old, were targeted 
early on by the home side and 
were put under a lot of pres-
sure in the opening stages of 
the match. 

A combination of poor 
tackling and lack of com-
munication resulted in three 
early tries for the home team 
as they exploited the nerves of 
the young wingers.

A� er 15 minutes, Oban 
were trailing by 17 points 
to nil and it was looking 
like being a long day for the 
makeshi�  squad.

Ten minutes from half time 
Oban � nally put some phases 
of play together and a� er � ne 
lead up work by the forwards 
Stephen Povey powered over 
the line to make the half time 
score 17-7.

Oban started brightly in 
the second half with another 
score a� er a series of quick 
rucks outside the opposition 
22. Lorne Maclachlan broke 
a couple of tackles to score a 
great try.

Lenzie came back at Oban 
and some poor decision 

making from Oban allowed 
the home team to build the 
pressure on the young Oban 
team. 

� ey were rewarded with 
a penalty and another try to 
stretch their lead to 27 points 
to 10 and secure the bonus 
point for scoring four tries.

With nothing to lose,  
Oban started to play a more 
expansive game which led 
to another try with Daniel 
Broderick going over next to 
the posts. 

� is try was converted by 
Craig Wright to make the 
score 27-17.

Oban were dominating 
most phases of play now with 
fantastic carries from Calum 
MacLachlan, Stanley Lister 
and Daniel Broderick putting 
Oban on the front foot.

With � ve minutes of the 
match remaining, Oban 
captain Iwan Roberts made 

a scything break through the 
mid� eld and scored between 
the posts to bring Oban with-
in three points of Lenzie.

Oban went straight at 
Lenzie from the kick o�  and 
were awarded a penalty just 
about the halfway line. 

� e penalty was kicked to 
the corner and Oban were 
con� dent of snatching the 
win but a squint throw let 
Lenzie o�  the hook allowing 
them to clear their lines and 
claim the victory.

� is was Oban’s fourth 
away league trip in a row and 
to come away with three wins 
out of four is encouraging 
for the coaching team, who 
now shi�  their focus to next 
weekend’s match against 
Loch Lomond.

RUGBY



� e Oban Times
Thursday 11 October 2018 SPORT  53

OT

  
 

JUNIOR GOLF

IAIN RODGER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Martial arts

MOTO3 Kyokushinkai Karate
On Saturday October 6, young Darryl McLaughlin, along 
with the rest of the IKKU team, took part in the British 
Open Knockdown Karate tournament at the K2 Centre 
in Crawley. There will be a full report in two weeks. This 
is Darryl’s last year � ghting as a Cadet (16 and 17 years) 
before he goes on to the adult novice category.

The club is now concentrating on syllabus work with 
the next grading test in December. The next intake for 
new starters will be after that test.

For further information on the club, contact Iain 
Rodger (6th dan) on 07584 166542 or email iain@
ikku.co.uk. Alternatively send a message to Caledonia 
Kyokushin on Facebook.

Kickboxing
This Oban club practices K-1 style kickboxing. K-1’s 
predecessor Seidokaikan Karate was formed in 1980 by 
Kazuyoshi Ishii, a former Kyokushin karate practitioner 
who had formed his own organisation to help promote 
the best stand-up martial artists. Seidokaikan arranged 
several successful challenge events against other 
martial arts organisations, originally using rules based 
on the Kyokushin Knockdown karate rules, but gradually 
adapting and changing closer to kickboxing rules. In 
1993, Mr Ishii founded the K-1 organisation exclusively 
for kickboxing.

The Oban club sessions are Wednesdays at 4.30pm for 
juniors and 6pm for seniors at the Old Crofters above 
Stoddard’s Motorbike shop. Phone Wullie on 07480 
273190 or email shihanwill@gmail.com. You can also 
� nd them on Facebook as Senshi Do Kickboxing.

Shukokai Karate
Anyone looking for more details on these clubs should 
contact Kenny Gray (5th dan) on kenni.gray@btinternet.
com or 07884 183905.

BJJ and MMA
Oban MMA have been training hard over the last 
month. They have been concentrating on getting 
newer members comfortable at moving and angling for 
striking and takedowns.

Students with more experience have started training 
for the next BJJ competition in November. The club 
hopes to take a large squad of old and newer faces to 
Edinburgh.

The club is looking to add an MMA sparring class on 
Friday nights at 8pm. This will be supervised until the 
unexperienced become more accustomed to this type 
of sparring.

All classes start at 7.30pm, except Fridays which is 
6.30pm

Monday; BJJ 
Tuesday; MMA
Wednesday; BJJ NOGI
Thursday; MMA
Friday; BJJ
If you would like to try out BJJ or MMA, Oban BJJ can 

be found on Facebook or email @ coogiepots@gmail.
com

Wado Kai Karate
The Park Primary School class is always looking for 
new members, if you have a child aged 7-10 and want 
to know more about this class contact Mike on 07709 
229284 or email m.faulkner6@btinternet.com

Kaishin Wado Kai at Dunbeg School is on a Tuesday 
from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.  All ages are welcome at the 
club training sessions. Mike Faulkner said: ‘We are a 
small and friendly club with four Black Belt trainers to 
help students.’ 

For more details contact Sensei Chris Bruce (7th Dan) 
at crb999@btinternet.com

Knights Of The Tower - Medieval Combat Oban
Knights of the Tower are still looking to boost their 
members. Male and females are welcome to try out the 
sport of medieval combat.

The club trains on Tuesday nights from 7pm until 
9.30pm above Stoddart’s of Oban in the old Crofters. 
Come down to have a look at what we do.

Nasty crash for McPhee in Thailand
Connel’s John McPhee suf-
fered a nasty-looking crash 
at turn seven on his last lap 
of FP2 at the new MotoGP 
venue at Buriram, � ailand, 
last Friday. 
 Coming out of turn six he 
nearly highsided, but just 
kept it together, then on 
heading into turn seven he 
lost the front of his KTM ma-
chine, leaving Vicente Perez 
with nowhere to go and the 
Spaniard rode into him. John 
got his head caught under 
Perez’ bike.

� ankfully though, he gave 
an encouraging thumbs up 
as he was stretchered to the 
medical centre and was later 
declared � t to take part in the 
Grand Prix on Sunday. 

Although he failed to � nish, 
John said: ‘I really enjoyed the 

experience at this new circuit 
and it was nice to try the new 
layout. � e weekend was hard 
nonetheless.

‘During Friday’s practice 
session I was feeling very 
strong and I was in a good 
position very close to the 
front until the crash.

‘I was able to continue the 
weekend but was in a lot of 
pain. I did my best. I was with 
the � rst 15 riders � ghting 
with them. I was happy that 
I could be strong but very 
disappointed not to � nish the 
race for me and for the team.

‘Now I’m looking forward 
to the next three � yaway 
races and I hope to come back 
stronger and ready to be at 
the front again.’

John McPhee 
crashes during 

practice for the Thai 
Moto3 Grand Prix.

Thankfully John was  
declared � t to ride 
in the actual race.

Oban Rotary Club recently donated 
£1,000 and £500 respectively to 
Glencruitten and Dalmally golf clubs in 
support of their junior golf development 
programmes. 

Above le� : Rotary president Iain 
MacIntyre hands over the cheque to 
Neil Amour, Glencruitten Golf Club’s 

Oban Rotary donates to junior golf development

Gun club holds open shoot in Tighnabruaich

Derek Street, Eric McAllister, Anne and Donnie MacPhail, 
John Gilchrist and Leighton Reid. 

Glendaruel and Colintraive 
Gun Club held the 
Tighnabruaich Open Shoot 
on Saturday September 29 
in what were occasionally 
testing conditions.

Twenty-nine guns took part 
in the competition, one of 
the oldest of the club’s shoots 
dating back to the 1960s. 

� is year it was sponsored 
by Charles and Sadie Dixon-
Spain from Dunans Castle.

High standard
� e standard of shooting 

throughout the day was very 
high. Prizes were issued for a 
25-target match, a 15-target 
match and a � ve pairs match, 
plus overall high gun.

High gun for the day 

went to John Gilchrist of 
Campbletown. 

Second equal were Derek 
Street of Dunoon and Eric 
McAllister of Killin and third 
was Donnie MacPhail of 
Glendaruel.

First in the 25-target match 
was John Gilchrist and � rst 
equal in the 15-target match 
were Derek Street and Eric 
McAllister, whilst John 
Gilchrist won the � ve pairs 
match.

Highest club member went 
to Derek Street and the pool 
shot winner was Leighton 
Reid of Bute. 

� e club thanks Dunans 
Castle for its sponsorship of 
the event.

junior golf coach, as club members Peter 
McCuish and Kennie Devine look on. 

Above right: Dalmally  Golf Club 
captain Maud Marshall receives a cheque 
from Mr MacIntyre with Rotarian and 
Dalmally club member Terry Macnair 
alongside.

Glencruitten Golf Club hosts Oban 

Rotary’s annual Am-Am which is its 
chief fund raiser and Dalmally Golf 
Club has been a strong supporter of the 
Am-Am over many years invariably 
putting in three teams of four players.
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Robert MacIntyre. Photograph: Bounce Sports.

Irish eyes were smiling
on young Oban golfer

Ruaridh Horne’s cross � nds its way into the net o�  the head of St Johns defender Craig 
Rattray for Saints’ second goal.

James Ford and Craig MacEwan wheel away after James 
had netted a well taken third goal for Saints.

One over the eight 
as Saints march 
on in Scottish Cup

 Saints players celebrate Donald Campbell’s goal.

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre went into the � nal round 
of the Monaghan Irish Challenge at Concra Wood Golf 
Club in third place.
 Robert carded a one under par 71 in the � rst round with 
thee birdies and two bogies.
 His second round was much better with � ve birdies and 
only one bogey for a four under par round of 68.
 Robert had a great start to his third round with an eagle 
at the � rst followed by three birdies and two bogeys for 
a three under par round of 69 leaving him in third place 
going into the � nal round.
 The Glencruitten golfer’s � nal round featured one 
birdie and two bogeys in a one over par 73 to � nish in a 
creditable joint fourth place with a seven under par four 
round total of 281.
  The tournament was won by England’s Oliver Wilson 
who carded a four round total of 276, 12 under par, to 
pick up the winner’s cheque for 28,800 euros .
 Robert now heads to China for the Hainan Open at the 
Sanya Luhuitou Golf Club in Sanya City. The tournament 
starts today (Thursday October 11).

SCOTTISH AMATEUR FOOTBALL LEAGUE

Last Saturday’s results: Scottish Amateur Cup, 2nd 
round - Oban Saints 9, St Johns 1; Campbeltown Pupils 
1, Kinross 3; Premier Division -  Dunoon 2, Inverclyde 4; 
Premier Division One - Neilston 4 v Lochgilphead Red 
Star 2; Premier Division Two - Tarbert 2, Carlton YM 4.
 This Saturday’s � xtures: Premier Division - Alba Thistle 
v Oban Saints; Premier Division One - Hillington v 
Campbeltown Pupils; Lochgilphead Red Sar v Port 
Glasgow; Premier Division Two - Glynhill Moorcroft v 
Tarbert. 

Results and � xtures

Oban Saints made it seven 
wins on the bounce with a 
9-1 demolition of Perthshire 
Amateur Football League 
Division One high � iers St 
Johns at Glencruitten last 
Saturday. 

� e win sees Saints com-
fortably through to Tuesday 
a� ernoon’s Scottish Amateur 
Cup third round draw. 

Management duo Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell were frustrated 
to learn on the eve of the 
match of yet another indoor 
football injury set-back, this 
time for Matt Rippon. � e 
versatile mid� elder joins Paul 
Carmichael, Matthew Kelly, 
Myles McAuley and Shaun 
MacIver on the long term 
absentees list. 

� e visitors, who number 
former Oban Saints players 
Jimmy McPhee and the 
late Stephen Scott among 
their former stars, kicked 
o�  attacking the Moss� eld 
end where they had an early 
chance for striker Michael 
Cook snu� ed out by Saints 

skipper Dene Cassells. It took 
just three minutes for Saints 
to open the scoring with 
Craig MacEwan and Lewis 
Cameron linking up well on 
the le�  from where Cameron 
picked out James Ford in the 
middle for a side foot � nish 
into the bottom corner past 
the le�  hand of St Johns keep-
er Ryan Stewart.

� e big keeper came out on 
top � ve minutes later making 
an excellent save high to his 
le�  to turn away a thumping 
20-yard drive from Ford 
a� er the in-form wide man 
had turned e� ortlessly away 
from St Johns skipper Harry 
Fertacz.

Fertacz’s central defensive 
colleague Craig Rattray was 
the unlucky scorer of the 
� rst of two own goals which 
helped Saints on their way to 
a commanding � rst half lead.

Ruaridh Horne’s driving 
run and dangerous cross into 
the box in the 16th minute 
was rewarded when Ryan 
Stewart failed to hold Horne’s 
cross at the near post, drop-
ping the ball onto the head of 
Rattray who could do nothing 
to prevent the ball ending up 
in the back of the net.

Central Scottish Amateur 

Football League referee 
Raymond Patterson, who had 
an excellent game, correctly 
ruled Donald Campbell o� -
side in the 23rd minute as the 
Saints co-manager attempted 
to get on the end of a Lewis 
Cameron pass.

Campbell’s managerial 
partner Willie Gemmell 
climbed well in mid� eld to 
head the St Johns free-kick 
down to Daniel Croarkin 
who quickly fed James Ford 
for another driving run at the 
visitor’s defence. Ford contin-
ued his run a� er laying the 
ball o�  to Donald Campbell 
and took Campbell’s return 
pass in his stride to slam past 
Ryan Stewart for his second 
goal of the a� ernoon.

Good pressing from 
Craig MacEwan and Daniel 
Croarkin forced Stephen 
Mann into a hurried pass 
back in the 27th minute which 
Donald Campbell read well to 
� nd himself one-on-one with 
Ryan Stewart. Campbell used 
all his experience to calmly 
li�  the ball over the advanc-
ing keeper and into the empty 
net to put Saints four goals 
ahead.

� e Saints defence had the 

visitors attack under control, 
however, a 31st minute Dene 
Cassells foul on Michael 
Cook gave St Johns skipper 
Harry Fertacz a chance to 
register an attempt on target. 
� e big central defender suc-
ceeded in li� ing his 28-yard 
e� ort over the Saints wall but 
without the power required 
to seriously test Saints keeper 
Graham Douglas who made a 
comfortable save.

With the visitors enjoying 
their best spell of the � rst 
half, a Willie Gemmell 
headed clearance from a long 
throw-in gave St Johns their 
� rst corner kick in the 35th 
minute.

Mark McNiven’s dangerous 
delivery from the right was 
headed behind at the back 
post by Steven MacLeod 
under pressure from Harvey 
Mackie.

Michael Cook’s second 
corner from the St Johns le�  
was hooked to the edge of the 
box by Daniel Croarkin a� er 
Andrew Smith had won a 
knock down on the six-yard 
line. Harry Fertacz was lurk-
ing 22-yards from goal but 
sent his dipping volley high 
and wide of target.

A vital Craig Rattray block 
on the six-yard line prevented 
Lewis Cameron from � nding 
the top corner a� er a sweep-
ing 39th minute move on the 
Saints le� . 

� e D & K La� erty-
sponsored Oban side were 
not to be denied a � � h goal, 
however, and opened up the 
St Johns defence once again 
60 seconds later. With Scott 
Maitland up in support, Lewis 
Cameron looked to pick out 
the le� -back’s run into the 
box, however, a de� ection 
o�  Stephen Mann sent the 
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 11, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 00.57 0.6 06.45 4.1 
 13.07 0.5 18.53 4.2
Fri 01.33 0.8 07.17 4.0 
 13.45 0.8 19.25 3.9
Sat 02.08 1.0 07.50 3.8 
 14.22 1.0 19.57 3.7
Sun 02.45 1.3 08.23 3.6 
 15.02 1.4 20.31 3.4
Mon 03.28 1.5 09.03 3.4 
 15.48 1.7 21.07 3.1
Tues 04.20 1.8 09.54 3.2 
 16.44 2.0 21.55 2.9
Wed 05.24 2.0 11.31 3.0 
 17.52 2.1 23.56 2.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and a
moderate breeze
from the south east
Temperatures 
11°C to 16ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
gusty winds from
the south
Temperatures 
10°C to 14ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Light rain on Saturday
Sunny on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the south south west 
Temperatures 
8ºC to 13  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

22

14

13

FOOTBALL

Fraser MacFarlane turns home Craig MacEwan’s cross to make the score 7 - 1.

The Oban Saints squad before Saturday’s game against St Johns in their new tracksuits and polo shirts kindly sponsored 
by D & K La� erty Contractors. Match report and photographs: Derek Black.

Lewis Cameron restores Saints’ � ve goal advantage 
watched by his dad ‘Doobie’, far left.

ball looping into the postage 
stamp corner for a second 
own goal of the a� ernoon.

Craig MacEwan was a post 
width away from adding a 
sixth before the interval,  
striking the inside of Ryan 
Stewart’s le�  hand upright 
with a curling e� ort a� er a 
delightful turn in the box 
to step away from Owen 
Hepburn. � e well beaten St 
Johns keeper was relieved to 
see the ball come back o�  the 
upright and into his grateful 
arms before referee Patterson 
blew for half-time.

Perhaps understandably,  
given their � ve goal cushion, 
Saints were slow out the 
blocks for the second half but 
shook o�  their early lethargy 
with a break up the right a� er 
Scott Carle had � red a 28-
yard free-kick well o�  target.

From the goal-kick, Steven 
MacLeod sent Ruaridh Horne 
racing up the right wing with 
the youngster cutting inside 
onto his le�  foot and curling 
a delightful e� ort which 
looked set to sneak in at the 
foot of the far post until Ryan 
Stewart, at full stretch, got 
� ngertips to it to turn behind 
for a corner kick.

Saints continued to knock 
on the door with Donald 
Campbell having a net bound 
e� ort blocked and Lewis 
Cameron curling just wide of 
target a� er another sweeping 
move on the le� .

Ryan Stewart pulled o�  an-
other excellent save to push a 
57th minute Lewis Cameron 
shot behind for a corner kick. 
Cameron’s delivery from 
the corner � ag was met by a 
spectacular overhead kick 
from Willie Gemmell on the 
penalty spot which bounced 
inches wide of the stranded St 
Johns keeper’s le�  hand post.

� e Oban side made 
three changes on the 
hour, withdrawing Steven 
MacLeod, Willie Gemmell 
and Daniel Croarkin to be 
replaced by Dougal Graham, 
Jamie Graham and Kerr 
Newbigging.

� e Saints defence were still 
adjusting to the changes when 
a � u� ed 62nd minute clear-

ance from the le�  allowed 
Michael Cook to square for 
Mark McNiven to � re home 
from close range.

It took Saints just three 
minutes to restore their � ve 
goal cushion with James Ford, 
Donald Campbell and Craig 
MacEwan involved in the 
build-up to Lewis Cameron’s 
dinked � nish from seven 
yards over Ryan Stewart and 
into the bottom corner.

� e beleaguered St Johns 
defence were glad to see the 
back of James Ford when he 
trotted o�  for a well-earned 
rest immediately a� er the 
sixth goal. However, his re-
placement Fraser MacFarlane 
was quickly into the action 
with Ryan Stewart coming 
quickly o�  his line to save at 
the winger’s feet.

MacFarlane didn’t have 
too much longer to wait 
before making his mark on 
proceedings, beating Scott 
Carle at the back post to turn 
home Craig MacEwan’s cross 
from the le�  a� er a delightful 
diagonal ball from Kerr 
Newbigging.

Straight from the restart 
Saints were on the attack 
again with Harry Fertacz 
picking up the game’s only 
yellow card for hauling down 
Craig MacEwan 25-yards 
from goal. MacEwan and 
Scott Maitland both hovered 
over the free-kick but it was 
MacEwan with the strike 
which Ryan Stewart got both 
hands to but couldn’t prevent 
from � nding the net for 
Saints eighth goal.

Despite being second best 
throughout, the visitors 
refused to throw in the towel 
and Saints required a perfect-
ly timed sliding interception 
from Jamie Graham to deny 
Michael Cook a second 
goal for St Johns in the 75th 
minute.

Craig MacEwan li� ed a de-
cent e� ort over the crossbar 
in the 77th minute a� er a 
good run and cut-back from 
Fraser MacFarlane.

Lewis Cameron kept his 
nose just in front of James 
Ford at the top of this season’s 
goal scoring charts expertly 
taking down an 82nd minute 
Dougal Graham cross from 
the le�  before turning away 
from Craig Rattray and lash-
ing the ball into the net for 
what would prove to be the 
� nal goal of the match.

Dougal Graham continued 
to o� er much going forward 
on the le�  and was inches 

away from � nding the net 
with a � ashing low drive 
across the keeper � ve minutes 
from time.

Referee Patterson allowed 
three additional minutes 
during which St Johns right 
back Owen Hepburn � red a 
low cross into the box which 
Stephen Mann, sliding in 
at the near post, knocked 
wide of target. � is was to be 
Hepburn’s last involvement as 
he limped o�  to be replaced 
for the closing seconds by 
Barry Furey.

Saturday’s victory sees 
Saints go into the hat for 
Tuesday’s third round draw 
at the headquarters of tour-
nament sponsors RJM Sports.

Next up for Saints is a trip to 
Seedhill, Paisley, to face Alba 
� istle in a Premier Division 
match. Kick-o�  is 2pm with 
referee Jim Walker in charge.
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TRIATHLON
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Craggy Island Triathlon 
battles the elements
Challenging weather conditions on 
the second day of Kerrera’s annual 
Craggy Island Triathlon failed to 
put o�  determined competitors who 
battled wind and rain.

Hundreds took part in the event  
which attracted about 1,000 peo-
ple over the weekend including 
spectators.

Event organiser Paul McGreal, of 
Durty Events, paid tribute to those 
who ‘got on’ with the challenge 
to swim, run and cycle round the 
island on Sunday. � ose who entered 
Saturday’s race got lucky with the 
sunshine.

� e triathlon, part of the 
Scottish National Cross Triathlon 
Championships, is expected to have 
raised more than £5,000 for Oban 

The � rst three home in the 
Craggy Island Triathlon: Left 

to right: Fraser Cartmell,  
third, winner Fergus Roberts 
and Graham Neagle, second.  

Mountain Rescue Team. A swim 
from Gallanach to the isle of Kerrera, 
a 14km bike ride and an 8km hill run 
makes up the course.

Fergus Roberts � nished Saturday’s 
race in the fastest time of 01:14:56 
and Kirsty O’Brien was the � rst 
woman home in 01:37:18.

On Sunday, the fastest man was 
Ben Anderson in 01:06:19 with 
Coralie Arthur the fastest female in 
01:16:41. She raced both days, with  
her Saturday time 01:41:28

Mr McGreal said: ‘Fair to say,  
Sunday was grim. It was wet and 
wild all day. We thought people 
might have been put o�  but they  
came and got the job done. 

‘We had about 1,000 people across 
the whole weekend. 

‘It was amazing - some people ran 
both days.

‘Sunday was de� nitely challenging. 
Kerrera is a beautiful island but 
doesn’t have the infrastructure - 
which is why it’s so beautiful. A bril-
liant job was done by the marshalls 
who kept people safe. We’ve had lots 
of positive feedback from people and 
we will be back next year.’

A hardy soul braves the Craggy Island Triathlon swim. Photographs: Kevin McGlynn.

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Irish eyes were smiling
on young Oban golfer



A plea for a renewable energy 
� rm to abandon plans for a 
controversial new hydro power 
scheme amid fears it could 
suck dry a famous Lochaber 
waterfall has fallen on deaf 
ears.

Last week, at a public meeting 
at Kilmonivaig Church Hall, 
representatives from SIMEC 
GHR and Jahama Highland 
Estates – part of Lochaber 
smelter owners GFG Alliance 
– were on hand to outline 
plans for four new schemes in 
the Fort William, Spean Bridge 
and Loch Treig areas.

Planning applications 
for all four schemes –  Allt 
Daim, Allt Coire an Eoin, Allt 
Leachdach,  Allt na Lairigie – 
were expected to be submitted 
to Highland Council last week.

During a sometimes heated 
meeting, local Killiechonate 
Woodlands landowner Rik 
Eppens asked if SIMEC GHR 
would consider ditching one 
of the four schemes – the one 
proposed on the Allt Coire 
an Eoin (River Cour), near 
Spean Bridge – because of the 
potential impact on the � ow 
of the river and its associated 
well-known waterfall.

A hydro scheme was con-
structed on this stretch of the 
river in the 1920s and formed 

part of the larger Lochaber 
hydro power scheme.

All four proposed schemes 
lie on sites that are part of the 
114,000 acres of land that GFG 
Alliance purchased along with 
the smelter.

But Mr Eppens says already 
there is little water le�  now as 
a result of the existing intake, 
which is below the waterfall. 
‘Everything already goes into 
the tunnel. But I am led to 
believe a certain percentage of 
the water has to be legally  le� .’

Jayson Drummond, from 
SIMEC GHR, said when the 
existing hydro scheme was 
constructed in the 1920s, there 
was no regulation governing 
such issues.  ‘I don’t believe 
there is a legal requirement,’ 
added Mr Drummond.

Mr Eppens asked him if he 
did not  feel responsible for this 
precious environment.

Mr Drummond replied: 
‘� ere has to be an element 
of trust for sure that we have 
learned lessons, as have the 
consultees, and that we can 
deliver the promised schemes.’

Mr Eppens said the impact 
on the River Cour as a result 
of the existing hydro scheme 
was ‘horrendous’ and fears the 
impact of the proposed new 
project, which would have an 
intake just above the falls.
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Former Lochaber High School pupils 
Ruaraidh and Fraser Mackenzie, 
with parents, Isabel and Bill, from 
Lochyside, Fort William, following 
their graduation from Perth College 
last week.

� e twins did the same course at 

the college and both graduated with 
Bachelor of Engineering degrees with 
Honours in Aircra�  Engineering and 
Air Transport Operations.

Both are also going on to further 
study for masters degrees at Strathclyde 
University.

Mrs Mackenzie was a former depute 
head of Lochaber High School and is 
now head teacher of Gairloch High 
School, while husband Bill is a physics 
teacher at Lochaber High School.

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Double joy as twins graduate together

Plea over Cour waterfall
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Continued on page two

4 PAGE MÒD PREVIEW inside



Lochaber Times
Thursday 11 October 20182  NEWS

LT

2019

NOMINATIONS
ARE NOW

OPEN

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

DON’T MISS OUT!

categories 
include
conservation & 
the environment

Artisan Drink
education
Agriculture
rural employer

OPENOPENOPENOPENOPEN
DON’T MISS OUT!

OPENOPENOPENOPENOPEN
DON’T MISS OUT!

OPENOPENOPENOPENOPEN
DON’T MISS OUT!

To nominate, visit:
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OUR SPONSORS

Sta� from Marine Harvest 
raised almost £5,000 for 
Parkinson’s UK by complet-
ing a sponsored climb of Ben 
Nevis.

More than 45 workers from 
the company took part on 
two separate dates in July and 
August and on Friday handed 
over a £4,863.57 cheque at 
the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William.

‘We did it over two days to 
give everyone the opportu-
nity to take part as July and 
August is not only a very busy 
period but lots of sta� take 
holidays then also,’ explained 
a company spokesperson.

Marine Harvest had pledged 
£50 for each member of sta� 
who took part and others also 
kindly donated.

�e spokesperson added: 
‘�e weather wasn’t the best 
either day. �e second day 
was worse. Lots of sta� did 
the climb for the �rst time, so 
it was a great achievement.’

A human resources worker 
from Skye who thought he 
was going to die a�er coming 
o� his motorbike a�er a col-
lision with a van has praised 
the Scottish Ambulance 
Service emergency respond-
ers who came to his aid.

Chris Prior, who works 
in Glasgow, was travelling 
home to Skye on Friday June 
15 when he came o� his 
Kawasaki Ninja motorbike.

�e 42-year-old said there 
had been an accident in Loch 
Lomond, forcing him to 
take a ‘massive detour’. He 
explained: ‘I was in a long 
line of tra�c and moving 
really slowly. I manoeuvred 
out behind a car. Just as I 

� A race night is being held 
at Tradewinds, Corpach, to 
raise funds for Kilmallie's 
Christmas lights. The 
evening starts at 8pm on 
Saturday October 13.

� A new top games club for 
youngsters, Fort William 
Board Mania, had its �rst 
meeting at the LAD cafe in 
Caol on Sunday October 14 
at 2pm. 
Entry is £2 per child and a 
responsible adult must stay. 
Find the club on Facebook 
groups.

� Peter Cairns, photographer 

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

Chris Prior, from Skye, says he is lucky to be alive after the 
smash in June. 

and director of Scotland: 
The Big Picture, will give 
a talk on rewilding and 
pose the question What 
should Scotland look like? 
on Monday October 15. 
Lochaber Natural History 
Society is hosting the event 
in the Ben Nevis Hotel, Fort 
William, starting 7.30pm. 
Adults £4, children free.

� Representatives of Loch-
aber Sensory Care for sight 
and hearing support will be 
at Abbey�eld Care Home 
in Ballachulish on Monday 
October 15 from 10.30am 
until 12.30pm to provide 

free assistance and advice to 
those with a hearing or sight 
impairment – Abbey�eld 
residents and Ballachulish 
villagers. 
Team members will also 
re-tube and maintain NHS 
hearing aids and supply NHS 
batteries. No appointment 
required and the service is 
free.

� Lochaber Transport Forum 
will hold its open quarterly 
meeting and annual general 
meeting at Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church Hall, Fort 
William, at 11am on Friday 
October 26.

Nicola MacColl, left, from Marine Harvest, hands over the 
cheque to Sharon Sutherland, Parkinson’s nurse specialist 
at NHS Highland.

Biker thanks ambulance sta�
popped out to have a look, a 
van – coming in the opposite 
direction – glanced me on the 
side and hit me. I �ew o� the 
bike and �ew half the width 
of the road and into a crash 
barrier and landed in a heap.’

Mr Prior said an o�-duty 
doctor and another member 
of the public, both travelling 
home at the time of the acci-
dent, initially came to his aid.

He explained: ‘�ere was 
another person, a member 
of the public, who also 
assisted. �ey both made me 
comfortable.’

�ey called 999 and an am-
bulance crew was dispatched 
from Fort Augustus, while 
an air ambulance helicopter 

was also sent to the scene. Mr 
Prior said the air and road 
crews arrived quickly, add-
ing: ‘I thought, this is going to 
take ages, but they were there 
quite quickly.

‘I knew I had broken my hip 
and I also thought I had bro-
ken my shoulder and foot, but 
both were just badly bruised.'

A�er being given pain kill-
ers, Mr Prior was put in the 
back of the ambulance.

He added: ‘It was painful, 
but it was in �ts and starts. 
Initially, I did not feel a thing, 
but a�er that, every time they 
moved me, it hurt. It was 
quite bad.’

Mr Prior was airli�ed 
to Raigmore Hospital in 

Inverness where he had an 
operation on his hip.

Of the paramedics who 
came to his aid, he said: ‘�ey 
were really good. �ey were 
really professional. �ey 
knew what they were doing 
and were really friendly, 
considerate and professional.

‘I had never broken a bone 
before and never had an 
accident before. I have been 
riding for 24 years.

‘I just remember a massive 
bash. I thought I was going 
to die. I remember �ying 
through the air but cannot 
remember hitting the crash 
barrier. It was all quite scary.

‘�ank you to the paramed-
ics. I am so lucky to be alive.’ 

Marine Harvest staff present 
Ben charity climb cash

Plea made over River Cour waterfall
And he added: ‘Tourism is very 
important in this area. Almost 
all of the Cour goes into the 
tunnel already. Why don’t you 
just drop this scheme?’

Mr Drummond said that 
was not possible: ‘�is is the 
good site. We can’t drop it 
unfortunately.’

�e  Cour  is a fast-�owing 
spate river that �ows into the 
River Spean, which in turn 
joins the River Lochy.

Mr Eppens said promises had 
been made that a�er the new 
hydro is built enough water 
will still be le� to run over the 
waterfall. ‘But what is enough? 
My observation is that hardly 

any water is le� now at the 
existing intake,’ he said.

Mr Eppens told the meeting 
that if Jahama/SIMEC believed 
the environment was impor-
tant, more water should be le� 
in the river. ‘I wonder why we 
should believe the promise that 
enough water will still be le� to 
run over the waterfall.’

Continued from page one
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A new poster campaign in 
Fort William aims to en-
courage people with suicidal 
thoughts to seek help.

Suicide prevention cam-
paigner Joyce Wells launched 
a new initiative in the town 
this week to help raise aware-
ness of mental health issues 
and spread the message of 
suicide prevention.

‘� e suicide rate in Fort 
William is far too high,’ she 
said. ‘It’s just horrifying. 
Men, in particular, don’t tend 
to talk about these issues.’

Using funds raised at the re-
cent ‘Walk in Memory’ event, 
organised by Joyce and others 
a� ected by suicide, posters 
will be put up on toilet walls 
and community boards in 
pubs and work places across 
the town.

Joyce continued: ‘If people 
are feeling rotten, this is 
hopefully going to jump out 

Five people will be reported to the procurator 
� scal for possession of controlled drugs a� er 
police led an operation targeting drug misuse 
in the town.

� e intelligence-led initiative on Saturday 
involved local o�  cers working with colleagues 
from CID, roads policing and the divisional 
� exible policing team.

� e operation involved visits to licensed 
premises in Fort William town centre when 
o�  cers engaged with a large number of pa-
trons and members of the public.

Personal use quantities of cocaine and can-
nabis were recovered during the operation.

Two people were arrested for outstanding 

warrants, a � xed penalty notice for anti-social 
behaviour was issued and one person was 
arrested for drink driving.

It is the second operation of its type to be 
held in Fort William this year.

Constable Katy Duncan, who organised the 
operation, said: ‘Drugs misuse will not be tol-
erated in Lochaber and these operations will 
continue. We have a zero tolerance approach 
to drugs misuse and our communities have 
made it clear they will not accept it.

‘If you have information or concerns about 
drug dealing within the community, contact 
the police on 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.’

A � sherman from Barra who 
was seven times the drink 
drive limit and crashed a van 
in Mallaig has been jailed for 
six months at Fort William 
Sheri�  Court.

John James Edward 
Christie, from Castlebay, 
appeared from custody 
before Sheri�  Gary Aitken on 
Tuesday this week.

Joyce Wells who hopes the 
poster campaign will help 
people reach out if they are 
feeling suicidal. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson. 

Christie, 33,  had pleaded 
guilty that on September 17 
this year in Fank Brae and 
Station Road in Mallaig, and 
other roads in between, he 
had driven the vehicle with a 
breath alcohol level of 154mgs 
in 100mls of breath. � e legal 
limit is 22mgs of alcohol in 
100mls of breath.

He further admitted driving 

without insurance on the 
same date and assaulting a 
police o�  cer by attempting to 
spit on him.

His pleas of not guilty to 
charges involving driving 
away the van without the 
owner’s permission, dam-
aging it and the Fish Market 
Restaurant in Mallaig by 
crashing into the latter as a 

result of dangerous driving, 
and to damaging a police 
vehicle by kicking it, were 
accepted by the Crown.

Procurator � scal Alison 
Young told the court the 
vehicle involved had been a 
works van, which had been 
parked in Fank Brae on the 
day in question.

‘� e accused and a friend 

had been drinking and, a� er 
an argument, he had driven 
away in the van at about 
5.10pm,’ Mrs Young told the 
court.

‘Not surprisingly, he 
crashed a short distance 
away [at the restaurant] and, 
as there were other people 
nearby at the time, the police 
were contacted.’

Christie was breathalysed 
at 5.45pm and it was while 
at the local police station at 
about 8pm that he had spat at 
an o�  cer, although this had 
failed to make contact.

Christie’s defence agent 
said his client recognised his 
behaviour was inexcusable 
and that he had admitted his 
guilt at the � rst opportunity.

‘My client is a full-time 
� sherman, but the boat he 
was working on was tied up at 
Mallaig for four days and he 
met up with some of his old 
cronies,’ he explained.

Sentencing Christie, Sheri�  

Aitken said the drink driving 
charge reading was at a ‘very 
high level’.

‘And you have a string of 
convictions going back a long 
way. 

‘With all these circum-
stances, you are quite aware 
that a custodial sentence is 
inevitable,’ he added.

Sheri�  Aitken sentenced 
Christie to six months in jail, 
backdated to September 18 
when he was � rst taken into 
custody. 

He was also banned from 
driving for 39 months and 
had his licence endorsed.

He was admonished on the 
driving without insurance 
charge.

On the charge involving 
attempting to spit on a police 
o�  cer, which Sheri�  Aitken 
described as ‘utterly unac-
ceptable’, Christie was jailed 
for three months to run con-
currently with his six-month 
jail term.

Jail for fi sherman who was 
seven times drink drive limit

Police in weekend crackdown 
on Fort William drugs misuse

Joyce reaches out with new 
suicide prevention campaign

at them. � ere’s nine phone 
numbers on the poster so 
there’s a chance people will 
take a note of the numbers 
and do something about it.’

Joyce has printed hundreds 
of bright posters which list 
the contact details of suicide 

and mental health charities. 
‘If one person reaches out 
it’s worth it,’ Joyce added. 
Joyce also hopes to set up a 
Fort William network to help 
families a� ected by suicide. 
For more information call 
Joyce on 07876 425913.
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In last week’s print edition ar-
ticle previewing this month’s 
Real 3 Peaks Challenge to 
clean litter from Ben Nevis 
and other UK mountains, 
we incorrectly stated event 
organiser Rich Pyne, of 
Kinlochleven-based � rm Rich 
Mountain Experiences, was a 
mountaineering instructor.

We have been asked to 
clarify that Mr Pyne is not a 
mountaineering instructor. 
He is a hillwalking guide and 
mountain skills instructor, 
as well as an outdoor activity 
business owner.

His mountain quali� cations 
are Winter Mountain Leader 
(for leading hill walking 
parties in the UK, year 
round) and Rock Climbing 
Instructor for taking groups 
on single pitch crags. He 
is also registered as a Hill 
and Mountain Skills Tutor, 
teaching hillwalking skills 
such as navigation.

We apologise for any 
confusion.

Clari� cation: 
Richard Pyne

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

A number of communities 
on Ardnamurchan have had 
their mobile signal restored 
a� er constituency MSP Kate 
Forbes pressured the phone 
giant EE into action.

For three months, EE 
customers in the Acharacle, 
Salen and Strontian com-
munities had no reception 
because of transmission 
problems at three mast 
sites on the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula.

Following recent talks with 
Ms Forbes, on Monday of 
this week EE representatives 
con� rmed that coverage had 
been restored for the � rst 
time since July.

On being contacted by 
the Lochaber Times, an EE 
spokesperson con� rmed the 
signal had indeed now been 
restored.

‘� is is brilliant news 
and I’m so pleased that 
EE has � nally resolved the 
connectivity problem on the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula,’ 

Ms Forbes told us. ‘It is long 
overdue, but it will be good 
news for the local health 
service, businesses and resi-
dents who depend on mobile 
connectivity.

‘It has taken lots of letters, 
meetings and phone calls, 
but I hope that mobile signal 
is vastly improved on the 
Ardnamurchan peninsula.

‘We depend on it – and no 
business and organisation 
should neglect the most rural 
communities.’

� e phone reception di�  -
culties saw NHS Highland 
con� rm it had contingency 

measures in place to address 
any connectivity limitations 
which include lone working 
policies and landline messag-
ing services.

NHS Highland also con-
� rmed it had been in discus-
sions with with Ms Forbes 
over the issue of improving 
mobile connectivity in the 
area.

� e wider need for im-
proved connectivity was also 
clearly voiced by the local 
community directly to the 
Scottish Government’s plan-
ning o�  cer at the recent Fort 
William 2040 event.

EE mobile telephone 
signal fi nally restored 
to Ardnamurchan

Pressure from Ms Forbes 
forced EE to ensure mobile 
signal was restored to the 
peninsula.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Children at the West Highland 
Museum Saturday Club in Fort William, 
run by Betty Bruce, enjoyed a special 
time travelling event when they went 
on an indoor archaeological ‘dig’. Under 
Betty’s guidance, the youngsters found 

shards of ancient pottery and discussed 
their origins before taking a trip to the 
‘Big Bang’, and designing T-shirt logos 
of what they thought it would have 
looked like.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Youngsters dig up history
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Glen� nnan residents were 
celebrating on Friday a� er a 
visit by Scottish Government 
tourism secretary Fiona 
Hyslop saw an announcement 
of £270,000 to help tackle 
pressure from the in� ux of 
tourists.

Glen� nnan has been over-
whelmed by a boom in visitor 
numbers in recent years 
with more and more people 
looking to see the viaduct and 
steam train made famous in 
the Harry Potter movies.

� e tiny hamlet on the 
shores of Loch Shiel is also 
home to the National Trust 
for Scotland's famous clans-
man monument marking the 
Jacobite Rising of 1745.

� e car park and associated 
footbridge proposals received 
planning approval from the 
Highland Council last month 
and the £270,000 will go 
towards the cost of creating 
additional parking for 100 
cars and 10 motorhomes on 
land owned by Glen� nnan 
Estate. It will be managed 
by residents for community 
� nancial bene� t.

� e project was among 18 
awarded around £3 million 
in total through Scottish 

Nearly £300,000 has been allocated for better 
toilets and car parking at Traigh near Morar 
Sands, close to Arisaig.

� e grant of £299,460 was included in the 
� rst round of the Rural Tourism Infrastructure 
Fund (RTIF) announced on Friday, which will 
see £3 million shared among 18 projects across 
Scotland to help meet the demand of growing 
visitor numbers.

Tourism secretary Fiona Hyslop announced 
the funding on a visit to Glen� nnan Viaduct, 
which has seen an in� ux of visitors since 
featuring in the Harry Potter � lms.

She said: ‘� e growing popularity of our 
stunning natural scenery and rich historical 
sites is great for bringing jobs and investment 
to our communities but can also put pressure 
on community services and transport – par-
ticularly in rural areas. � is funding will help 
our industry keep up with the tourism boom 
by creating much-needed infrastructure, 
including new paths and car parks at some of 
our most iconic rural and natural attractions.

‘� is investment is crucial so that visitors 
from home and abroad can continue to enjoy 
our fantastic landscape, culture and hospitali-
ty for years to come.’

MSP Kate Forbes added: ‘� is funding 
will be a sea change for Mallaig, Morar and 
Arisaig. A� er numerous meetings with com-
munity representatives, I am delighted they 

Cabinet Secretary for Tourism Fiona 
Hyslop was at Glen� nnan Viaduct on 
Friday to announce funding for new 
initiatives in Lochaber, including a grant 
for new toilets and parking near Arisaig. 
Photograph: The Write Image.

Glenfi nnan car park cash a 
wizard result for residents

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Government Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund grants.

Ms Hyslop told the Lochaber 
Times the money would take 
the pressure o�  local roads.

‘Increasing numbers of 
visitors bring added pressures 
so this fund from the Scottish 
Government is part of trying 
to address that problem,’ she 
said. ‘I welcome the fact more 
tourists are coming, but we 
have to make sure we can bal-
ance that with communities 
that live and work here.’

Community councillor 
Ingrid Henderson said it had 
been a long road to reach this 
stage.

‘We are delighted to get 
this funding for the new car 
park. It has been quite a long 
road to apply for the money, 
build all the evidence, but this 
money will make a massive 
di� erence,’ she said.

‘We are still waiting to � nd 
out about LEADER funding, 
so not quite good to go just 
yet, but this is a huge step 
forward.’

� e number of tourists 
has increased exponentially, 
especially over the past few 
years, and the issue has 
appeared in the community 
council minutes for the past 
� ve years.

‘Although we welcome the 

Cabinet Secretary Fiona Hyslop, centre, was at Glen� nnan Viaduct on Friday as the 
Jacobite steam train passed over, to announce funding for new car and coach parking. 
Also pictured, from the left, are Ingrid Henderson and Duncan Gibson from Glen� nnan 
Community Council, Corrine MacDougall from Bidwells and Councillor Allan Henderson. 
Photograph: The Write Image.

numbers coming here, which 
is good for tourism businesses 
in the area, it causes problems 
when the infrastructure is 
not there to cope with the 
numbers.

‘So the idea is we can go 
some way to coping with the 
numbers, and give visitors a 
better experience.’

Chairman of Highland 
Council’s Environment, 
Devel opment and Infra-
structure Committee Coun-
cillor Allan Henderson, Caol 
and Mallaig, said the increase 
in the number of visitors to 
Highland region was causing 
major congestion and safety 
issues on the A830 trunk road 
which splits the viaduct from 
the monument.

Mr Henderson added: ‘� is 
funding will help to ease 
some of that pressure with 
new parking for 100 cars and 
10 motorhome or bus spaces.’

MSP Kate Forbes was also 
pleased. ‘� is is a turning 
point for Glen� nnan.

‘� ousands � ock to the site 
to see the Hogwarts Express 
pass over the viaduct, as well 
as to visit the monument 
which is steeped in history. 
Glen� nnan is where history 
meets make-believe and now 
tourists can enjoy both in a 
safer environment.’

have secured funding for new toilets. � is is 
tremendously good news for local people who 
have put in a lot of time and e� ort make this 
happen. I’ve met with them multiple times to 
discuss their plans and this funding will be a 
turning point.

‘� ousands of people visit Arisaig, Morar 
and Mallaig every year and the community 
group was understandably frustrated by the 
lack of facilities for visitors. � eir proposals 
for new toilets ensure they are functional as 
well as sustainable.’

Welcome Arisaig investment
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Two projects on Skye have 
been boosted by Scottish 
Government tourism infra-
structure funding.

Kate Forbes MSP, who 
campaigned for the money, 
welcomed £300,000 for 
new toilets and motorhome 
services at Storr, which will 
complement the car park-
ing development already 
under way, and £65,579 for 
improved car parking and 
‘green toilets’ at Blabheinn, 
an increasingly popular 
climbing spot.

Friday’s announcement 
brings the tally of Scottish 
Government investment in 
tourism infrastructure pro-
jects on Skye to more than 
£750,000 this year.

Ms Forbes commented: 
‘It’s great the Storr has 
secured funding from the 
fund. � is will be a cata-
lyst in making the plans 
happen. I campaigned 
hard for a Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund be-
cause I knew it would ensure 
projects actually happened. 

Neist Point and the Fairy 
Pools have already bene-
� ted. Now, the Storr and 
Blabheinn will also. � is 
summer has not been free of 
negative publicity relating to 
tourism, but we have come a 
long way since the summer 
of 2017. � at year, I arranged 
several meetings to discuss 
the need for a tourism plan 
and funding to deliver it.

‘While nothing ever hap-
pens overnight, it is heart-
ening to see new services 
being funded.’

Skye projects boosted by tourism grants

Hostelling Scotland wel-
comed Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet 
Secretary for Culture, 
Tourism and External A� airs, 
to its newly refurbished Glen 
Nevis Youth Hostel in Fort 
William on Friday.

� e hostel, at the foot of Ben 
Nevis, re-opened its doors to 
visitors in July following an 
extensive renovation project 
costing £2.1 million,  trans-
forming it into an exciting 
contemporary living space.

Ms Hyslop was given a tour 
of the refurbished hostel 
as part of her visit to the 
Highlands, which also took 
in Glen� nnan, where she 
announced funding for new 
car and coach parking.

Glen Nevis Youth Hostel 
now o� ers guests a mix of 
private en-suite rooms, shared 
accommodation and spacious 
self-catering facilities, making 

it a comfortable stay for indi-
vidual travellers, families and 
groups of all ages.

� e hostel also o� ers 
breakfast, packed lunches and 
dinner, and is open to visitors 
serving food, snacks and 
refreshments all day.

Guests can take in the 
views from the new large 
decked area or relax in the 
comfortable open-plan living 
and dining spaces looking 
out over the spectacular Nevis 
mountain range.

Ms Hyslop commented: ‘� e 
new look Glen Nevis Youth 
Hostel is providing fantastic 
a� ordable accommodation to 
tourists visiting this beautiful 
part of Scotland.

‘I am sure the modernised 
hostel will encourage even 
more tourists to visit the 
Highlands and experience its 
incredible scenery, activities 
and heritage.’

Hostelling Scotland says the 
renovation project highlights 

the organisation’s commit-
ment to its modernisation 
programme across its network 

Tourism minister visits   to inspect 
renovated Glen Nevis      Youth Hostel

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

of properties. It follows recent 
youth hostel development 
projects at Aberdeen, Loch 

Ossian, Achmelvich Beach, 
Oban and Lochranza on 
Arran.

Cabinet Secretary 
Fiona Hyslop, 
second left, at 
Glen Nevis Youth 
Hostel with, from 
left, Caroline 
Knox, Glen Nevis 
Youth Hostel 
and Lochaber 
group manager; 
Margo Paterson, 
chief executive 
o�  cer and Sabine 
Mackenzie, direc-
tor operations. 
Photograph: Gavin 
MacQueen/Hostelling 
Scotland
NO F41 Cabinet Secretary 
Fiona Hyslop at Glen Nevis 
Youth Hostel 02

One of the multi-share bedrooms at the hostel. Photograph: Hostelling Scotland

Parking 
charges plan 
for Mallaig
Parking charges are to be 
introduced to Mallaig following 
a meeting of the Lochaber Area 
Committee (LAC).

Denis Rixon reported to 
the latest meeting of Mallaig 
Community Council that the 
� rst stage will be for Shane 
Manning to visit the village to 
determine what amendments 
need to be made to the 
Mallaig Tra�  c Regulation 
Order. � is will then be sent 
out to the statutory consultees 
for comment.

Provided that there are no 
amendments, the order then 
goes to public consultation for 
three weeks. � e order could 
be agreed by the next meeting 
of the LAC on November 5 or 
early in January.

Discussion followed 
regarding the social impact of 
parking charges in the village 
where car use is essential for 
many people. � e preferred 
option of the council would 
be for the issue of low or no 
cost residents’ permits that 
would give free use of parking 
spaces within the regulations 
of the parking place.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk  |  www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
111 Gallowgate, Aberdeen AB25 1BU  Tel: 01224 900837 

“We’ve been very
happy and have 
enjoyed using the

conservatory...”

“...Cairngorm got on with it very well, no going away and 
coming back later like you hear some people doing. It all got 

done in one go and we’ve been very happy.” 
- James Bridge & Jean Graham, Nairn

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY Tel: 01343 545315

18 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG Tel: 01847 894956
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER
Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW) West 
Highland was delighted with 
the number of businesses who 
applied for the Developing 
the Young Workforce cate-
gory at this year’s prestigious 
Highland Business Awards.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce member busi-
nesses Ferguson Transport 
and Shipping and Lochaber 
Hope both received Highly 
Commended awards for their 
work to help the young work-
force in the West Highlands.

Applicants were judged on 
opportunities and training 
o�ered, relationships with 
schools and colleges and 
how the investment in young 

people enhances the organ-
isation’s overall growth and 
capability.

�ese companies demon-
strated fantastic e�orts to 
develop the potential of their 
younger members of sta�.

Hosted by Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Developing the Young 
Workforce West Highland  
forms part of the Scottish 
Government’s youth employ-
ment strategy.

�is aims to ensure young 
people in Scotland have the 
skills and con�dence they 
need to make the seamless 
transition from school to the 
workforce. �is means the 
DYW team works closely 
with high school pupils and 
employers throughout the 
West Highlands to develop 
training events and initiatives 
to help prepare young people 
for the world of work.

If your business would like to 
get involved with Developing 
the Young Workforce West 
Highland, contact Colleen 
Maclean, acting operations 
manager, on 01397 705 765 
or email colleen.maclean@
dywesthighland.org.

Tourism minister visits   to inspect 
renovated Glen Nevis      Youth Hostel

The cosy seating area with wood-burning stove. Photograph: Hostelling Scotland

Lounge area with the hostel’s unique bicycle stools. Photograph: Hostelling Scotland

LT

For more information  visit  
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk   

or call 01397 705765

Strategically Social:  
Social Media for Customer Care 
Harness the power of social media to take your customer care to the next level!

The future of  
Digital Technology 

As part of Lochaber Ideas Week 2018, this 
expert seminar lead by Rene Looper of 
Tuminds Social Media agency will take 
you beyond the basics of social media 
for business. Rene will show you the best 
ways to use social media to enhance your 
customer care and create meaningful 
connections with your clients. 

Rene Looper is the Managing Director 
and founder of Tuminds Social Media 
Agency. �e agency specialises in harness-
ing the power of social media for business. 
�ey advise businesses like VisitScotland, 
RBS, National Trust for Scotland, Diageo, 
Balmoral Estate, Caledonian Sleeper, 
Johnstons of Elgin and many other com-
panies on their social media strategy.

Come along to learn how to make your 
social media work harder and smarter for 

Technology is progressing at an exponen-
tial rate and it’s essential to keep up to 
date with the latest trends. �is awareness 
seminar will help you to assess which ad-
vances will have the most impact on your 
business and help you to keep up to date 
with tech-savvy travellers. �e seminar 
will look at: 

• The Internet of Things (IoT)
• Augmented and Virtual Reality
• The Future of payments
• Automation
• Virtual Assistants
• Bot technology
It’s perfect for everyone with a tourism 

business in the Outdoor Capital of the 
UK who wants to keep up to date and take 
advantage of all the latest digital trends.

Wednesday 14th November, 9–11am

Wednesday 14th November, 1–3pm

your company. Rene’s seminar will look 
at key digital trends in customer care and 
look at ways that social media can help you 
connect with your customers like never 
before!

No matter what kind of business you’re 
in – from large established �rms looking 
to �nd better ways to enhance customer 
loyalty to new start-ups trying to stand out 
from the crowd, learning the best ways to 
use social media is a huge bene�t to your 
business. 

We’re delighted to bring you Rene’s expert 
social media insight as part of Lochaber 
Ideas Week. Don’t miss your chance to ben-
e�t from his social media expertise when it’s 
right here on your doorstep. 

�e two-hour specialist business work-
shop costs just £25 + VAT and could be the 
best investment in training your company 
ever makes. Book your place today at www.
lochaberchamber.co.uk
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Next month marks the 50th 
anniversary of Lochaber 
Natural History Society.

As reported in November 
1968 in � e Oban Times, a 
group of nine local residents 
met in the Alexandra Hotel 
and agreed to form a society 
‘to encourage interest in the 
natural history of the area’.

Chaired by Jim Rowbottom, 
a small committee organised 
a series of indoor meetings 
through the winter, including 
talks and � lm shows on a 
wide range of topics, and 
summer excursions.

� e society has � ourished 
since, with more than 300 
meetings enjoyed by young 
and old from across Lochaber.

Earlier this year, committee 
members Jon Mercer and 
Ian Strachan published an 
illustrated booklet entitled 
� e Wildlife of Lochaber to 
coincide with the 50th anni-
versary and raise funds for 
the society.

On Monday October 15, 
to open the 2018-19 winter 
programme, Peter Cairns, 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

renowned photographer and 
director of Scotland: the Big 
Picture, will give a talk en-
titled Scotland: a Rewilding 
Journey.

Lochaber’s raw, spectacular 
landscape, inhabited by 
eagles, pine martens and 
wildcats, has become an eco-
logical shadow of its former 
self, unravelled by centuries 
of use and misuse. � is spell-
binding presentation, packed 
with stunning imagery from 

Lochaber Natural History Society members admire orchid 
meadows at Bohuntin, Glen Roy, this summer.

Natural history society 
celebrates 50 years

some of the country’s top 
photographers and � lm-mak-
ers, showcases Scotland’s 
undoubted beauty and drama 
but poses an intriguing ques-
tion: what should Scotland 
look like? � e meeting will 
be held at the Ben Nevis 
Hotel, North Road, Fort 
William, at 7.30pm. Entrance 
£4, students/children free. 
Everyone welcome. For more 
information contact Ian on 
01397 72566.

Masons gathered for a special 
dinner at the weekend to mark 
the 275th anniversary of the 
founding of Lodge Fort William 
No 43.

Lunch was enjoyed in Lochaber 
High School on Saturday 
a� ernoon, followed on Sunday 
with a parade to Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church in the town. 

� e leader of � e Highland 
Council has highlighted the 
excellent restoration work 
being done on war memorials 
across the Highlands, includ-
ing Lochaber, using funding 
from the local authority and 
the Scottish Government's 
Centenary War Memorial 
Restoration Fund.

Leading up to the centenary 
of the cessation of hostilities 
in the First World War, � e 
Highland Council’s alloca-
tion from the fund, which the 
council manages, has been 
£50,000 a year. Since the fund 
became available in 2014, the 
council has been consulting 
with local communities on 
upgrades ranging from land-
scape works, masonry work, 
clock repairs, inscriptions 
and repainting. Work by � e 
Highland Council is current-
ly under way at memorials 
in Glengarry, Lochaline, 
Laggan, Acharacle, Glen-
� nnan, Ballachulish and 

Above: Masons, including from left, Norman Calder, George McKay, 
Bill Britton, Mark Rydings, Iain Rodger, Tommy Disher and Dave 
Crilley, gathered at the weekend for the special anniversary events. 
Right: Some of those who took part in the parade to Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Glen coe, Kilchoan and 
Ferenish. Work on memorials 
in Portree and Fort William 
was completed earlier this 
year.

Council leader Margaret 
Davidson commented: ‘War 
memorials stand at the heart 
of almost every community 
throughout the Highlands.

‘Large numbers of Highland 
and island communities were 
devastated as a result of war, 
as the strong tradition of mil-
itary service among Scots le�  
many towns and villages with 
few adult males. I therefore 
feel it � tting, as we prepare to 
mark the centenary of World 
War I, that work to bring 
these memorials back to their 
former glory is taking place.’ 

She added: ‘Much of this 
work is being done in-house 
with the council so I would 
like to pay tribute to the 
sta�  involved, especially Alf 
Leslie, for their commitment 
and outstanding work.’

Work progressing 
on Lochaber        
war memorials

Fort lodge marks 275th anniversary

Gordon & 
Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

• Porches 
• Extensions, 
• Roofl ine 
• Windows & Doors



Lochaber Times
Thursday 11 October 2018 NEWS  9

LT

From April 2019, all busi-
nesses registered for VAT and 
with a turnover of £85,000 or 
above must maintain their 
VAT accounting records and 
submit their VAT returns 
digitally. 

For those not yet familiar 
with what Making Tax Digital 
(MTD) will mean for their 
business, be assured there 
is still time to make certain 
your records are compliant. 

Advice is available to assist 
you in preparing for the 
changes, whether you wish to 
outsource your bookkeeping 
completely, require assistance 
updating your systems or 
training in how best to use 
them. As well as ensuring you 
are compliant with the new 
Making Tax Digital legisla-
tion, digital bookkeeping can 
have other bene� ts including 
allowing you to manage 
your � nancial records ‘on 
the go’ and providing a 
more e�  cient and accurate 
accounting function for your 
organisation. Cloud-based 

Is your business ready?
Come along to our FREE seminar to 	nd out more

Making Tax Digital (MTD) rules are coming into force in April 2019 for 
organisations that are VAT registered and have turnover over the 
current VAT threshold of £85,000.

The seminar will cover:

• The new rules a�ecting VAT registered entities;
• Future MTD proposals;
• A practical guide of “what you need to do” to ensure you are ready

for the new rules;
• A demo of Making Tax Digital compliant accounting software;
• Time to ask questions and speak to the Wylie & Bisset team about

how the new rules will a�ect you.

Come along to our FREE seminar in Corran Halls, Oban on 
24th October from 9:30am until 1:00pm.

Reserve your place at www.wyliebisset.com 

or telephone 0141 566 7000

168 Bath Street, Glasgow, G2 4TP
0141 566 7000

4 High Street, Oban PA34 4BG
01631 562478

Making Tax DigitalAre you ready for 
Making Tax Digital?

Come along and discuss your needs at the Wylie 
& Bisset FREE seminar October 24 at Corran Halls

ADVERTORIAL

accounting systems are far 
more cost-e� ective than you 
may anticipate, with some 
digital platforms available 
from as little as £10 per month 
and in some instances even 
less when purchased through 
your accounting adviser.

Making your VAT systems 
digital is achievable for the 
deadline, but time is of the 

essence. However you keep 
your � nancial records, what-
ever the systems you use or 
the support you require, help 
is at hand.

Contact Lorna Wyllie 
for advice, training or to 
outsource your bookkeeping 
completely on 0141 566 7000, 
email lornaw@wyliebisset.
com

ScotRail has no plans to 
upgrade or change Corrour 
Station despite complaints 
over its suitability.

� e Lochaber Times re-
ceived complaints last month 
from a disgruntled passenger 
who said the remote railway 
platform was ‘not � t for 
purpose’.

In particular, complaints 
were made about the lack of 
improvements to the waiting 
area, which was described 
as ‘a shed’, the lack of toilets 
on the platform and the 
newly-installed Caledonian 
Sleeper interactive machine 
inside the waiting area which 
is ‘disruptive and disturbing’ 
to those using the shelter. 
On top of this, the passenger 
complained CCTV cameras 
were in operation without the 

Corrour Station is one of the most remote railway stations 
in the UK and is inaccessible by public road. 

No plans to upgrade 
remote rail station 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

necessary signs. In response 
to the complaints, a ScotRail 
spokesperson said: ‘We don’t 
have any plans at the moment 
to make changes to the wait-
ing area at the station.

‘CCTV cameras have now 
been installed at almost every 
station in Scotland and suita-
ble signs will be put up at all 
stations concerned as soon as 
possible.’

Inaccessible by public road, 
Corrour Station on the West 
Highland Line is the highest 
and one of the most remote 
railway stations in the UK. It 
is popular with tourists and 
mountaineers, who o� en use 
the waiting room as shelter 
during the winter if the hotel 
is closed.

West Highland Community 
Rail Partnership (WHCRP) 
agreed an improved waiting 
room at Corrour ‘is long 
overdue’ but acknowledged 
certain upgrades may be 

di�  cult to carry out. A 
WHCRP spokesperson said: 
‘� e recent refurbishment 
of the Corrour signal box 
has provided a waste water 
disposal system adjacent to 
the platform, so the provision 
of toilets should be a relatively 
minor challenge in terms 

of infrastructure. Cleaning 
arrangements might be more 
di�  cult to organise, however, 
since there are no all-year 
local residents and the train 
timetable allows for only the 
shortest of stop-overs for 
railway sta� .’

WHCRP also agreed the 

Caledonian Sleeper’s large to-
tem structure appears ‘out-of-
place’ at the Corrour location 
but said it is ‘very grateful’ for 
the live train information and 
video link it provides.

A spokesperson for 
Caledonian Sleeper said 
the information points are 
designed to keep guests up-
to-date on the status of the 
Caledonian Sleeper and also 
operate as wi�  hotspots which 
are ‘particularly valuable in 
more remote stations’.

WHCRP was keen to point 
out that overall there have 
been ‘numerous positive 
developments’ at Corrour and 
along the West Highland Line 
that should be ‘celebrated and 
welcomed’.

‘We would like to compli-
ment the station’s adopter on 
making the station platform 
such a welcoming environ-
ment for passengers,’ the 
spokesperson added.

Last chance 
to nominate 
rural business
Nominations for the 2019 
Scottish Rural Awards have 
just over a week le�  until 
they close for 2019 and we are 
encouraging businesses across 
Argyll, the Highlands and 
Islands to get involved.

� e ultimate benchmark 
of success in Scotland’s 
countryside, the Scottish 
Rural Awards are now in 
their � � h year, partnered by 
Scottish Field and the Scottish 
Countryside Alliance.

A set of 13 categories 
are open for nominations, 
including the coveted Rural 
Hero award, which recognises 
those whose contributions to 
their rural communities have 
gone above and beyond the 
call of duty.

Businesses have 
until Monday October 22 
to put their nominations 
forward. Businesses can 
either self-nominate, or be 
nominated by a friend, family 
member, customer or member 
of the public.

For categories and 
nomination forms visit www.
scottishruralwards.org
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� e success of more than 225 
of its full time students who 
achieved their quali� cations 
this summer was celebrated 
by West Highland College 
UHI on Friday, when its 
annual graduation ceremony 
was held in the Nevis Centre, 
Fort William.

Students from all of the 
college’s 10 centres through-
out Skye, Wester Ross and 
Lochaber were invited to 
attend and, this year, around 
120 students and their 
families, including 30 stu-
dents who studied for their 
quali� cations outside Fort 

William also came to cele-
brate. � e ceremony began 
with an academic procession 
led by Principal and Vice 
Chancellor of the University 
of the Highlands and Islands 
Professor Clive Mulholland; 
Mace Bearer Rachel Walker 
from Spean Bridge; college 
principal and chief executive 
Lydia Rohmer, members of 
the board of management 
and other guests who were 
led by Piper Raj Smith from 
Mallaig.

� ere was also a royal 
� avour, with greetings sent 
by � e Princess Royal, who is 

Chancellor of the University 
of the Highlands and Islands.

Ms Rohmer commented it 
had been a privilege to cele-
brate the e� orts and successes 
of students at the graduation.

‘Many of them have over-
come great barriers to achieve 
their quali� cation, while oth-
ers are here today to mark the 
end of a long period of study 
and their readiness to step 
out into the world of work,’ 
she said.

� e college’s School of 
Adventure Studies attracts 
students from other parts of 
Scotland, the UK and Europe 

to study in Fort William, 
and this year it witnessed a 
number of ‘� rsts’.

� e � rst Master of Science in 
Ecotourism went to Nathan 
Berrie, a recent student now 
working as a Nevis Ranger at 
the John Muir Trust.

Nathan Adam received 
his BA (Hons) Adventure 
Tourism Management and in 
doing so became the � rst stu-
dent to have progressed from 
the Certi� cate in Outdoor 
Adventure based on Skye to 
the Certi� cate in Outdoor 
Leadership then on to com-
plete the four-year honours 
degree.

Fiona Quinn, who last 
spring walked the length of 
Britain covering 993 miles 
in 57 days, was the guest 
speaker.

During the ceremony, 
Georgia Dennis, currently a 
sixth-year pupil at Mallaig 
High School, performed her 
own composition, Rewind, 
which won a competition 

Graduation 
celebrations

Brenda Grant, from Corpach, who graduated with a 
� rst-class honours degree in Scottish History, won the 
Professor James Hunter Dissertation prize for ‘A Woman’s 
Fight: The Glasgow Rent Strike 1915’. She is pictured with 
Professor Clive Mullholland, Principal and Vice Chancellor 
of the University of the Highlands and Islands.

HE Student of the Year Kasha Mackay, right, from Caol, 
near Fort William, who graduated with an HNC in Social 
Services, with Lydia Rohmer, college principal and chief 
executive.

Geo�  Wright, left, is presented with his Most Inspiring 
Lecturer Award award by Callum Stephen, Vice President 
Further Education at the Highlands and Islands Students’ 
Association.

Further Education Student of the Year Joanne Hercus, 
right, who graduated with an NC in Early Education and 
Childcare celebrates her success with Lydia Rohmer, 
college principal and chief executive. 
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Our shops stock everything 
you need to kit out a home! 

Come and see for yourself at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial 
Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. We’re open Monday to Saturday 

between 10am and 4pm - everyone’s welcome! 

Armchairs | Bric-a-brac | Chests of drawers | Co� ee Tables 
Kitchen tables and chairs | O�  ce desks | Sofas | TV Units | Plants

Wardrobes | White goods | Household appliances | Mattresses 
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organised by the music de-
partment last year.

Various special awards were 
presented:

HE Student of the Year: 
Kasha Mackay, HNC Social 
Services, from Caol, near Fort 
William.

Further Education Student 
of the Year: Joanne Hercus, 
NC Early Education and 
Childcare, from Dunvegan, 
Skye.

Professor James Hunter 
Dissertation Prize: Brenda 
Grant, from Corpach, who 
graduated with a �rst-class 
honours degree in Scottish 
History won the prize for 
her dissertation titled ‘A 
Woman’s Fight: �e Glasgow 
Rent Strike 1915’.

Special Awards from 
Industry: Springboard 
Bowl: Amy-Louise Kane,  
Achievement in Professional 
Cookery.

Strathmore Bowl: Conor 
Watkins – Achievement in 
Hospitality.

scene. She is a student on 
the BA (Hons) Marine and 
Coastal Tourism degree and 
also received her degree at the 
ceremony.

She said: ‘I’m thrilled to 
be recognised for sporting 
achievements while studying 
here. �is award makes me 
very happy and thankful.’

HISA Award: Most 
Inspiring Lecturer: Geo� 
Wright from Fort William 
has recently retired from 
lecturing on the Skills and 
Learning Programme, 
supporting students with 
additional needs to study and 
achieve quali�cations.

�e Highlands and Islands 
Students’ Association (HISA) 
Awards received more than 
428 nominations from 13 
academic partners.

Geo� was presented with 
his award by Callum Stephen, 
Vice President Further 
Education at the Highlands 
and Islands Students’ 
Association.

Scottish Quali�cation 
Authority Award – Katie 
Wrigglesworth.

Sporting Blues: �e 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands’ Sporting Blues 
awards scheme was launched 
last year to recognise sporting 
achievements of its regional 
students.

Shannon Wilson – Shinty, 
Full Blue: Shannon is a 
student on the BA (Hons) 
Adventure Performance 
and Coaching programme. 
She regularly plays for Fort 
William Shinty Club and the 
Scotland under-21s Scotland 
team.

Shannon said: ‘I am really 
happy to win this award as I 
feel it demonstrates shinty is 
beginning to be recognised as 
a more mainstream competi-
tive sport in Scotland.’

Louise Anna Ferguson 
– Mountain Biking, Half 
Blue. Louise Anna Ferguson 
is well-known to the Fort 
William mountain-biking 

Shannon Wilson receives her Full Blue, Shinty, from Lydia 
Rohmer. Shannon is a student on the BA (Hons) Adventure 
Performance and Coaching programme. She regularly 
plays for Fort William Shinty Club and the Scotland under 
21s Scotland team. 

All photographs: The Write Image.

Mace Bearer: �e honour of 
carrying the mace at the cere-
mony this year went to Rachel 
Walker, who has been a music 
lecturer for West Highland 
College UHI since 2013 and is 
now the course leader.

She is well known as a Gaelic 
singer and won the Gold 
Medal at the Royal National 
Mod in 2017. She has worked 
tirelessly to create good links 
with the local school.

The best students 
in each course.

Mace bearer Rachel Walker.

Nathan Adam received 
his BA (Hons) Adventure 
Tourism Management and 
in doing so became the �rst 
student to have progressed 
from the Certi�cate in 
Outdoor Adventure based 
on Skye to the Certi�cate 
in Outdoor Leadership 
then on to complete the 
four-year honours degree.

Conor Watkins receives 
the Strathmore Bowl for 
achievement in hospitality.

Amy-Louise Kane with 
the Springboard Bowl 
for Achievement in 
Professional Cookery.
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Dunvegan Castle and 
Gardens has won this year’s 
Scottish Land and Estate’s 
Helping it Happen Tourism 
Award.

� e award was presented 
last week at the Balmoral 
Hotel in Edinburgh.

Estate director Hugh 
MacLeod said he was delight-
ed to accept the award on 
behalf of the MacLeod Estate 
team which work so hard 
behind the scenes to give visi-
tors the property’s trademark 
warm Highland welcome.

‘� is award comes at the 
tail end of another successful 
season for the estate – albeit 
slightly down on last year’s 
record 168,000 visitors,’ he 
added.

‘� ese high visitor numbers 
create additional pressures on 
our team and the historic fab-
ric of a Highland fortress that 

Volunteer crew of Kyle of 
Lochalsh and Mallaig RNLI 
were called into action on 
Tuesday October 2 a� er the 
Glenelg to Skye turntable 
ferry ran aground in the 
Kylerhea narrows during a 
rapidly dropping tide.

Kyle lifeboat ‘Spirit of 
Fred Olsen’ was launched at 
4.30pm and made best speed 
towards the Kylerhea narrows 
where the Glenachulish had 
ran aground on the pier at 
Kylerhea. � e crew found the 
ferry had ran aground as the 
vehicles were being o�  oaded, 
leaving one vehicle stranded 
on the deck.

Kyle lifeboat and two 
passing working vessels, the 
‘BeinnFhada’ and ‘Annie E’, 
attached a tow to the ferry 
and tried to free her before the 
tide dropped too far, however, 
the attempt was unsuccessful.

Mallaig lifeboat arrived on 
scene at 5.15pm but as the tide 
had dropped substantially, 
it was decided it was safer to 

Left to right at the Helping It Happen Awards in Edinburgh 
are Tim Baynes from Gift of Grouse, Hugh MacLeod from 
Dunvegan Castle and Gardens, and George McNeill and 
David Johnstone from Scottish Land and Estates. 

was designed to be impreg-
nable. But these challenges 
have been largely addressed 
thanks to the estate’s rolling 
programme of major capital 
investment in Dunvegan 

Castle and the wider estate, 
totalling £3.6 million since 
2008.

‘As one of the largest private 
sector employers on Skye, I’m 
very proud of what we have 

achieved since I took over 
management of the estate in 
2008. I would like to dedicate 
this award to my late father 
who had the vision to see 
that in order to ‘hold fast’ in 
the modern world, Dunvegan 
had to adapt from being a 
medieval fortress designed 
to keep people out to a place 
focused on welcoming people 
in.

‘Since those early make-or-
break days in the 1960s, our 
dedicated team has extended 
a warm Highland welcome 
to millions of visitors, which 
has had the bene� cial ripple 
e� ect of underpinning many 
Skye businesses that rely on 
the crucial visitor spend that 
generates.’

Annually the estate contrib-
utes an average of £800,000 
through employment and 
purchase of local goods and 
services and since 2008, has 
contributed £7.4m to the Skye 
economy and more than £11m 
to the Scottish economy.

Castle and gardens 
win tourism award

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Lifeboats to the 
rescue as ferry runs 
aground o�  Skye

leave the ferry aground on the 
pier until the tide began to 
� ood again.

Both lifeboats stayed on 
scene to oversee and monitor 
the situation until the tide 
was high enough to attempt 
to � oat the ferry free approx-
imately � ve hours later.  At 
9.20pm, the tide had risen 
enough and the lifeboats got 
the ferry free of the pier.

Kyle lifeboat departed the 
scene at 9.45pm and was 
refuelled and made ready for 
service by 10.10pm.

A Kyle lifeboat spokesman 
said: ‘� e Kylerhea narrows is 
a fast � owing stretch of water 
which has � erce currents 
running through it at eight 
knots.  Even the most expe-
rienced skipper can fall foul 
of these changing currents, 
and the crew on board the 
Glenachulish were well pre-
pared, extremely professional 
and did the right thing in 
calling for assistance when 
they ran aground.’
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Roadworks have started 
at three locations on the 
A87 on Skye with more 
than £790,000 of surfacing 
improvements being carried 
out over four weeks.

Resurfacing by trunk roads 
operator BEAR Scotland will 
take place between Earlish 
to Uig at Hinnisdale and at 
Torra Michaig near Sconser.

� e overnight improve-
ments were due to begin last 
� ursday and will take place 
Monday nights to Friday 
nights between 7pm and 5am.

Due to the narrow width 
of the carriageway, a road 
closure will be in place each 
night to keep road workers 
safe.

As there is no suitable 
diversion for all trunk road 
tra�  c, amnesty periods will 
be used to allow tra�  c to be 
escorted through the work 
site when it is safe to do so.

Works will begin � rst 
at Earlish to Uig, before 
moving on to Hinnisdale and 
� nishing at Torra Michaig.

Surfacing improvements 
north of Kensaleyre and 
north of Inverinate were 
completed earlier this year.

Trustees of Urras Dhòmhnaill 
Iain - � e Donald John 
MacKay Educational Trust 
- have launched an annual 
competition in memory of 
Mr MacKay, former depute 
chairman of trustees and 
project development manager 
at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

� e competition marks the 
outstanding contribution 
made by Mr MacKay to Gaelic 
and industrial development 
in  the Highlands and Islands.

� e competition is open to 
any full or part-time student 

� e Scottish Cup will be on display at 
Lewis Sports Centre, Stornoway, on 
Saturday October 13 from 10am to 
4pm.

� e public will have the chance to 
see the oldest trophy in association 
football and to take photos of them-
selves with the cup.

A Scottish FA spokesperson said: 
‘We are delighted to be taking the 

Scottish Cup tour to Lewis Sports 
Centre. � e Scottish Cup means so 
much to so many supporters across 
Scotland and we want to make sure 
as many people as possible get the 
chance to create their own memories 
with the iconic trophy, regardless of 
where they are based in the country.

‘While the trophy is obviously the 
star of the show, we hope those in 

attendance will enjoy the chance to 
brush up on the history of the com-
petition and test themselves with our 
interactive quiz. We look forward to 
welcoming you on the day.’

Tony Wade, Sports Facilities Services 
Manager at Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar, added: 'We are really delighted 
the Scottish Cup will be visiting the 
Outer Hebrides for the � rst time. We 

would encourage as many people as 
possible to pop in on the day and see 
the cup – it may be a once in a lifetime 
opportunity.’

� e Scottish Cup was made by 
silversmith George Edward & Sons 
in Glasgow and has been presented to 
the winners of the tournament since 
1874. � e solid silver trophy is 50cms 
in height and weighs 2.25kgs.

BEAR tackles 
more A87 issues 
on Skye

Scottish Cup to go on show to public in Stornoway

Competition in memory         
of Donald John MacKay

in Scotland at further or 
higher education level or 
working towards a doctorate.

Mr MacKay had a long 
association with the work of 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, Lèirsinn 
Research Centre, An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, of which he was 
the � rst director (1965-70), 
Comunn na Gàidhlig, British 
Alcan, the Harris Tweed 
Association, Highlands 
and Islands Development 
Board, the Gaelic Society of 
Inverness and a range of other 
organisations. � e competi-

tion will be administered by 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal (FnG) 
on behalf of the trust and all 
entries should contribute to 
the aims and objectives of 
the current National Gaelic 
Language Plan and align to 
the aims and objects of the 
trust.

‘� is competition will 
enable young people to 
demonstrate innovative 
ideas, fresh thinking and 
develop personal interests,’ 
said Duncan MacQuarrie on 
behalf of trustees. 

Arthur Cormack, chief 
executive of Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal, commented: ‘We 
are honoured to collaborate 
with the Donald John 
MacKay Educational Trust 
and will work to deliver an 
annual competition for Gaelic 
students throughout the UK 
worthy of the memory of a 
key � gure in the development 
of Gaelic and the Highlands 
and Islands. � e competition 
is now open with applications 
required by Friday November 
16.’

The late Donald John 
MacKay.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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Fireworks event will raise 
funds for brave Harris
It has come to the time of year again when we are 
starting to plan our Dunbeg community bon� re 
and � reworks night, to take place on Saturday 
November 3.

Last year’s was fantastic and the total of £2,500 
was raised for Oban Pipe Band. � is would not 
be possible without the generous donations 
received from local businesses.

� is year we are raising money for Harris 
McGougan. � is is only a small sample of what 
Harris has been through.

On July 12, 2017, at the age of only two, Harris’s 
family were informed that he had acute lymph-
oblastic leukaemia (ALL). Over the past year he 
has been virtually living in the Royal Hospital 
for Sick Children in Edinburgh.

It was full on from bone marrow tests to 
con� rm diagnosis and a central line in his 
chest, blood  transfusions, many chemotherapy 
sessions, infections and many more.

His mum says the treatment ‘drained the life 
out of him’. He had an induction phase of � ve 
weeks, which didn’t work, and then started on a 
more intense regime of chemotherapy.

He is now � nished this block and is now on his 
maintenance phase, which lasts a further two 
years.

Harris goes to Glasgow every Tuesday for 
blood tests, he has oral chemotherapy every 
night if his bloods are okay. Every month he has 
to have chemotherapy intravenously and every 
three months he has to be put under anaesthetic 
and have chemotherapy put in his spine.

� is is one courageous little boy.
We would like to ask anyone if they would be 

so kind as to donate something to our event, be 
it a ra�  e prize, bottle stall donation or monetary 
donation. Any donations would be greatly 
appreciated.  To make a donation by cheque, 
please make payable to Dunbeg Development 
Committee. To make donation to our ra�  e or 
bottle stall, we can arrange to collect it from 
you at a time that is convenient for you by con-
tacting Catriona on 07825 186196.

James MacDonald,
Event organiser, Lochnell Road, Dunbeg.

Ceòl Cholasa festival was an 
outstanding success story
I am writing to let your readership know 
about this year’s outstanding Ceòl Cholasa 

festival, which has recently ended. Debate 
organiser Keir Johnston, ably assisted by Liam 
and Caitlin McNeill, managed to attract Tide 
Lines, a huge name in the Scottish music busi-
ness. � eir vibrant performance was a treat to 
behold.

Also very popular were � e Young ‘Uns and 
Whyte. � e former, a trio of acapella singers, 
moved many to tears of sadness, swi� ly followed 
by tears of hilarity. Whyte o� ered ancient Gaelic 
laments accompanied by an audio visual display 
that will live long in the memory.

� e three-day feast of music attracted 
visitors by the score to the Isle of Colonsay. I 

commend  Ceòl Cholasa   to your readers and 
encourage the to come along next September.

Scott Weatherstone,
Goirtean, Isle of Colonsay.

Crossing point in retail park 
is in the wrong location
I too shared Martin Laing’s delight at the new 
road crossing at Oban Retail Park (At random, 
� e Oban Times, September 27) – until I came 
to use it. Crossing Lochavullin Road from the 
Tesco side, I could not see tra�  c coming from 

A welcome cash 
boost for Glen� nnan
Scottish Government minister Fiona Hyslop 
made a very welcome visit to this area last 
week, in which she announced a signi� cant 
cash grant of £270,000 to help develop ways 
to alleviate the demands accruing from the 
tourism bonanza.

� e Glen� nnan area has become 
something of a victim of its own success, 
having enjoyed a boom in the number of 
visitors.

Its scenic splendour has become especially 
well known in recent years in no small 
measure as a result of the popularity of the 
Harry Potter phenomenon and its use of  the 
viaduct and steam train that is now known 
as the Hogwarts Express.

� e car park and associated footbridge 
proposals received planning approval from 
the Highland Council last month and the 
£270,000 will go towards the cost of creating 
additional parking for 100 cars and 10 
motorhomes on land owned by Glen� nnan 
Estate. It will be managed by residents for 
community � nancial bene� t.

According to Ms Hyslop, the funding will 
help to take the pressure o�  local roads.

It is a very welcome investment.

Police deserve praise 
for drugs crackdown
As we report this week, police in Fort 
William last week embarked on an 
intelligence-led crackdown on drugs misuse.

Drugs remain a blight on our communi-
ties as a whole as well as being deleterious to 
the wellbeing of those who misuse them.

Drugs are the direct source of a signi� cant 
amount of crime. Some of it may appear 
petty but there are very few crimes that do 
not have victims.

� e criminals who deal these drugs as 
well as their users are beneath contempt and 
deserve to be brought before the courts.

We are grateful to Police Scotland for 
prioritising drugs and trust that the courts 
will treat the o� enders with the severity they 
deserve.

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph 
you would like to see published here, 

simply send it to editor@obantimes.
co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION

HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 
& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

martinboylecontracting@gmail.com

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water approved contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Established 2005  •  Isle of  Jura
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Kinlochleven Primary School pupils had all the right 
ingredients for success when they organised an event 
as part of Macmillan Cancer Support’s World Biggest 
Co� ee Morning and raised £241.

A school spokesperson said: ‘We chose to do the 
Macmillan co� ee morning as we have been stud-
ying real life super heroes and the children decided 
Macmillan were real life heroes.’

Head chef Gary Phillips, 
of Kilcamb Lodge Hotel, 
Strontian, has been awarded a 
third AA Rosette for Culinary 
Excellence.

He received his award at the 
2018 AA Awards ceremony at 
Grosvenor House, London, on 
Monday September 24.

Hotel owners Sally and David 
Fox said: ‘We are so proud of 
Gary’s achievements. 

‘His work ethic and 

passion, team leadership and 
management style has helped 
our business to � ourish and 
improve. 

‘Kilcamb is a small AA 
four-star hotel in Strontian on 
the Ardnamurchan peninsula. 
It is rare for the AA to award 
establishments like ours the 
coveted 3AA Rosettes so the 
award feels special to our hard 
working dedicated team.’

Gary joined Kilcamb in 2008.

Glenuig Inn is one of only two UK 
companies to be shortlisted in the 
forthcoming European Business 
Awards for the Environment in 
Vienna in November.

� e award scheme recognises 
businesses that are making an out-
standing contribution to sustainable 
development through eco-innova-
tion. Applications are only open to 
winners or runners-up of recog-
nised national awards and this year 
the shortlist was selected from 161 
applications from 19 countries.

� e jury praised the holistic 
approach and integration of sus-
tainability throughout Glenuig Inn 
and were impressed with the unique 
example of sustainability.

Steve Macfarlane, director of 
Glenuig Inn, said: ‘It’s a huge honour 
and a credit to the whole team that 
we’ve been selected to join just 21 
other � nalists across nine countries 
at these prestigious awards.’

He added: ‘When we started out to 
create a � nancially and environmen-
tally sustainable business within the 
hospitality sector 10 years ago, I nev-
er imagined we would be recognised 
for our achievements on national 
and international platforms. Today 
it is increasingly important busi-
nesses and individuals contribute 
proactively to the circular economy 
and cease to take our � nite resources 
for granted.’

Fort William Town Team held a 
meeting on Monday September 10. 
Among the items discussed were:

Backlands: � e Backlands car 
park is still closed and the team has 
still not received any money from 
TraveLodge.

Retractable canopy - update in 
October.

Hanging baskets: Paul at Turning 
Leaves is retiring. He may pass on 
his equipment to someone who 
could take on the job of watering the 
baskets. � e Cabin which supplies 
the � lled baskets is closing down 
but it has said it will still provide the 
hanging baskets.

Gardening day on Sunday 
September 23: � is was cancelled 
because of bad weather and admin-
istrative di�  culties. Sue Kimber 
has suggested the team buy a litter 
picker tool featured on Country� le.

SURF Awards: � e committee 
thanked Sue and Dot for their hard 
work with the Fort William entry.

Council o�  ces: � e chain link 
fencing will soon be disguised by a 
beech hedge to be planted soon.

PA system: Alan Kimber advised 
the team may need to get permission 
from the council to plug it in to con-
nectors and it is essential the right 
connections are obtained. 

The Kinlochleven youngsters who raised £241 for Macmillan Cancer Support. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Kinlochleven pupils brew up for Macmillan

The team at Kilcamb Lodge Hotel, Strontian, celebrate their third AA Rosette 
with award evening host Claudia Winkelman. 

Third AA Rosette for 
Strontian hotel chef

Lochaber Rotary Club has been rec-
ognised for the quality and diversity 
of its projects.

Iain White, Assistant Governor of 
the Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Rotary District, presented a certi� -
cate to club president Iain Johnston 
at a meeting on October 3.

Mr White cited the many success-
ful projects undertaken by the club 
and made particular mention of the 
Christmas Festival and the recently 
published book ‘Children’s Bedtime 
Stories from the Scottish Highlands’, 
both of which have raised signi� cant 
funding for community events and 
local charities.

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s
 I reckoned Fort William Football Club 

players were doing the ‘Haka’ at Claggan Park 
before Saturday’s match. � ey certainly put 
on a complicated centre-circle synchronised 
routine. I was put right by Stewart Leitch, 
however. ‘It’s not a Haka – it’s a Clagga,’ he 
explained knowledgably. Whatever it was, it 
didn’t work!
 � e ultimate Scotsman’s number plate  

– ‘J1MMY’ – went under the hammer in 
Glasgow on Monday, selling for £35,000 
to – an Englishman called George! George 
explained: ‘I bought it in memory of my late 
father. His name was Jimmy.’ As if that wasn’t 
enough, Andrew Mearns from Edinburgh – a 
Hearts supporter – paid £3,200 for the licence 
plate ‘H1BBS’! He said it was for a friend – a 
Hibs fanatic. And I see Fort William local Ally 
Cameron, an avid Aberdeen fan, is the latest 
recruit to the personal plates phenomenon. 
Ally has A11CAM on his motor.
 Pasha kept up his record of getting ‘wound-

ed’ at the Cameron Highlanders Reunion. 
Last year, you’ll remember, Pasha hurt his leg 
in the Town Park. He was on the way home 
from the ‘do’ and attempted an action replay, 
with his trusty le�  foot, of one of his Argyll 
Rovers goalscoring feats. Much earlier on 
he had been presented with a match ball. At 
this latest get together, an old comrade, who 
hadn’t seen Pasha for years, came up to him 
and, for some unknown reason, clapped him 
on his gammy knee, rather than on his back. 
So Pasha was crocked again.
 � e secretary of Lochaber Mountain 

Rescue Team (LMRT) was having a problem  
with household rubbish – at Bohuntin. Miller 
Harris, in the LMRT van, went to pick up a 
team colleague at Taigh Tighe who was to 
accompany him on a rock climbing course 
at Glenmore Lodge. Mick Tighe, of course, 
is the team’s training and safety o�  cer. ‘� e 
majority of accidents happen on the roads en 
route to the mountains,’ Mick is o� en quoted 
as saying. Just then, Miller reversed the team 
van over Mick’s galvanised dustbin.
 � e Tail Race Inn in Kinlochleven got the 

go-ahead from Lochaber Licensing Board on 
Tuesday. � e decision-making process was 
an interesting one – and not lacking in levity. 
It emerged one local in Aluminiumville had 
signed the petition against the granting of a 
licence for the inn and also put his name to 
the petition in favour or it. � ere was a lull in 

the proceedings while o�  cialdom attempted 
to � nd out if there is such an address as 
‘Honeysuckle Cottage’ as appended by the 
gentleman who was both ‘for’ and ‘against’.
 Lochaber councillors were also discussing 

the arrangements for their 1991 Christmas 
lunch. Snowgoose Restaurant this year, the 
chairman thought. ‘How about lunch at the 
castle?’ suggested a  committee convener, 
presumably tongue in cheek. ‘Ah, but will the 
names be going in a hat?’, Councillor Alister 
Rodger wanted to know...
 Going by the jargon and legalese currently 

being spouted about the An Aird lease regard-
ing ‘puri� cation’ and ‘suspensive conditions’, 
I’d say any of our lay councillors – ‘the 
common � ve-eighths’ – as Councillor James 
MacKay is wont to describe them – are hav-
ing great di�  culty deciphering the relevant 
clauses. � at point was underlined during 
the Lochaber House discussion on a di� erent 
topic – the 70 notices to be sited throughout 
Lochaber advising of the penalties for dog 
fouling. No doubt it was the unintelligible, 
incomprehensible, recondite, abstruse – there, 
I’m lapsing into the jargon myself – outpour-
ings in the council chamber that prompted 
Councillor Drew Purdon to query whether the 
notices would be worded in such a way that 
folk would understand them. And Councillor 
Charlie King, in whose Mallaig ward the 
canines – and sheep – can actually read, went 
even further. ‘Shouldn’t we have a Gaelic text 
on the notices for my area?’ he queried. For 
the intelligent sheepdogs of Seagull City, no 
doubt.
 Bill Harrison has unusual problems with 

Lochailort’s local stags. And one 12-pointer in 
particular. Quite o� en Bill can’t get out of the 
house at night because of this great big, ter-
ritory-jealous stag. When Bill approaches the 
30-foot bridge which spans the burn outside 
his cottage, there’s the 12-pointer ‘stalking’ 
him in an un-neighbourly way – to go away. 
But the worst part is Bill sometimes has to 
forego his half and a half pint at the Lochailort 
Inn because he can’t get past the stag to make 
his way up the hill. And that’s particularly bad 
news for the bar takings – especially when 
there’s a ceilidh evening or a stag night.
 � e ‘Bounty Hunters’ were giving it laldy 

at the Pulp Mill Club bingo on Friday night 
looking for the big money. Hope they had bet-
ter luck than the workforce at one industrial 
concern not far from the club. � is company 
recently achieved record production levels 
and every employee was given a Bounty Bar as 
a bonus. One each, right enough.

A long-serving member of Fort William’s Tweeddale Medical Practice has retired after 
38 years. Doctor Alan Massie, right, hung up his stethoscope for the � nal time on Friday 
September 28 and was presented with a gift by Doctor Jim Douglas on behalf of practice 
partners and sta� . Dr Massie will be missed but everyone wishes him well for the next 
chapter in his life. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan Photography. 

Seven Highland community coun-
cils can continue following recent 
interim elections.

� ese include community councils 
for Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry and Sunart.

� ese two councils and the other 
� ve were formed uncontested.

� e candidates nominated for 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
were Ian Langley of Roy Bridge and 
Dana and Ross MacLennan of Spean 
Bridge.

For Sunart Community Council 
the nominated candidates were Tim 
Coldwell, John Jones and Laura 
Wilson, all from Strontian.

For both councils, the number of 
candidates nominated was equal to, 
or less than, the number of council-
lors to be returned therefore no polls 
were required.

Popular Fort doctor retires after 38 years

Councils back 
in action after 
elections

Residents canvassed over 
possible mains gas supply
A survey of Fort William residents has revealed 68 
per cent of those canvassed are in favour of mains 
gas coming to the town.

Explain Market Research was commissioned by 
gas distribution company SGN to ask residents and 
businesses about a gas network in Fort William.

� e study was conducted between April and July 
to � nd out if there is demand for a gas network 
to be brought to the area. A number of perceived 
bene� ts from a mains gas supply were raised during 
the research which included improved choice of 
energy supply and provider, reduced energy costs 
and greater value for money. Economic aspects were 
also considered.

While the majority of respondents welcomed 
the idea of mains gas, 20 per cent said they were 
against the idea and 12 per cent said they were not 
sure if they support the provision. As this was an 
exploratory study, no decision has yet been made as 
to whether a mains gas network will be installed in 
Fort William.  � e timing of the study was driven by 
the future opening of the new alloy wheels plant by 
Liberty British Aluminium. A feasibility study will 
now be carried out by summer 2019.
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CROSS COUNTRY

Spean top Lochaber schools 
cross country championships
Young Lochaber athletes 
were put to the test again 
last week as they took to the 
tracks of Leanachan Forest at 
Nevis Range for the Lochaber 
Primaries Cross Country 
Running Championships.

� e rural schools once 
again put in impressive 
performances at this year’s 
competition. Spean Bridge 
were the clear winners of 
the overall team competition 
winning the Samuel and 
Partner’s Shield, with all of 
their team members � nishing 
in the top 10.  In second over-
all was Inverlochy Primary, 
with Caol Primary in third.

Fastest time of the day was 
posted by Sorley Swabey, in 
9 minutes 41 seconds, an 
improvement of 12 seconds 
on his winning time from last 
year.  His Spean Bridge team 
mates, Ross Loughray and 

Runners set o�  in the boys’ race at Nevis Range. Photo: Active Schools.

Duncan MacDonald came  
third and fourth respectively 
and were only denied a clean 
sweep of the boy’s podium 
by Ben Corner of Inverlochy, 
who repeated his silver medal 
performance.

In the girl’s event, � rst place 
was taken by Chloe Cameron 
from Lochaline primary, 
who posted a time of 11:50. 
Twelve seconds behind her 
was Bethany Starkey from 
Ballachilish, who narrowly 
beat Dancy Bradley from St 
Columba’s and just behind 
her in fourth was Kaedie-Lei 
Neville from Spean Bridge.

� anks go to the enthusi-
astic team of marshals from 
Lochaber High School and 
the PE and Active Schools 
sta�  who organised the event.

Primary cross country 
Rotary Cup winner and 
� rst boy Sorley Swabey 
from Spean Bridge Primary 
School. 

Spean Bridge Primary School came � rst in the team event, 
with all of their team members � nishing in the top 10.
Photographs: Abrightside Photography.

Second place in the team event was Inverlochy Primary 
School. Caol Primary School were third in the team event.

  GOLF

Robert MacIntyre. Photograph: Bounce Sports

Irish eyes were smiling
on young Oban golfer

FOOTBALL

Oban Saints march on in 
Scottish Amateur Cup

Oban Saints  9
St Johns 1

Scottish Cup, 2nd round

Oban Saints marched 
into the third round of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup 
with a convincing 9-1 win 
over Perth Division One 
side St Johns.
 Saints took the lead in 
the third minute through 
James Ford and never 
looked back turning in a 
top class performance.
 They added another four 
goals through Donald 
Campbell, James Ford and 
two own goals to give 
them a 5-0 lead at half 
time.
 The visitors pulled a goal 
back through Mark Mc-

Niven but further goals 
from Lewis Cameron 
(2), Craig MacEwan and 
Fraser MacFarlane made 
the � nal score 9-1.

Oban Saints co-manager 
Donald Campbell.

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre went into the � nal round 
of the Monaghan Irish Challenge at Concra Wood Golf 
Club in third place.
 Robert carded a one under par 71 in the � rst round 
with thee birdies and two bogies.
 His second round was much better with � ve birdies 
and only one bogey for a four under par round of 68.
 Robert had a great start to his third round with an 
eagle at the � rst followed by three birdies and two 
bogeys for a three under par round of 69 leaving him in 
third place going into the � nal round.
 The Glencruitten golfer’s � nal round featured one 
birdie and two bogeys in a one over par 73 to � nish in a 
creditable joint fourth place with a seven under par four 
round total of 281.
  The tournament was won by England’s Oliver Wilson 
who carded a four round total of 276, 12 under par, to 
pick up the winner’s cheque for 28,800 euros .
 Robert now heads to China for the Hainan Open at the 
Sanya Luhuitou Golf Club in Sanya City. The tournament 
starts today (Thursday October 11).
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Teenage runner conquers Ben 
Nevis five times in 24 hours

A high fIve from Cameron Main, left,  after his �ve successful conquests of Ben Nevis in less than a day, which raised 
£5,500 in memory of his sister. He is pictured with record holder Charlie Anderson of Fort William. 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Charity runner Cameron 
Main from Elgin has scored 
a ‘high �ve’ running up and 
down Ben Nevis as many 
times as he could in 24 hours.

Cameron, 18, a sports 
science student at Stirling 
University, took up the chal-
lenge to raise funds  for the 
Abbie’s Sparkle Foundation, 
a charity set up in memory of 
his sister Abbie who died of 
cancer on Christmas day last 
year aged just 15.

Abbie had planned to es-
tablish the foundation herself 
to help other young people 
in her situation so Cameron, 
together with mum Tammy 
and dad Russell, made sure it 
would happen with Cameron 
choosing the Ben Nevis 
Challenge.

Setting o� in the sunshine  at 
around 1.30pm on Saturday, 
�anked by a number of his 
friends, he averaged around 
two hours 30 minutes for the 
�rst four of the complete runs 
up and down.

However,  in the early hours 
of Sunday morning, the sum-
mit became a complete snowy 
whiteout, with Cameron and 
company spending three 
hours in the mountain top 
shelter waiting for it to clear 
enough for a safe descent. He 
successfully completed his 
��h run at around 9.30am 

Cameron Main at the start of his Ben Nevis challenge. 
Cameron Main and his mum Tammy at the start of his Ben 
challenge. 

Cameron Main - �ve conquests of Ben Nevis in less than a 
day and £5,500 raised in memory of his sister. 

arriving back at the Ben 
Nevis Inn base.

However, with 95 mile an-
hour-gusts forecast, along 
with torrential rain he and 
his team opted to call it a day 
with four hours remaining, 
rather than risk the safety of 
himself and those accompa-
nying him.

Fort William man Charlie 
Anderson, who currently 
holds the record with six as-
cents and descents of the Ben 
in 24 hours, which he set in 
2006, met with Cameron just 
over a month ago to give him 
some tips and  was on the hill 
for the duration of Cameron’s 
challenge.

Charlie said: ‘I went up 
with him for his �rst run and 
stayed on the hill to encour-
age him and run a short bit of 
the way beside him each time. 
As the day went on the weath-
er just got worse and I went 
through the three changes of 
dry clothes I had taken with 
me.

‘Cameron was brilliant and 
showed tremendous determi-
nation, but did absolutely the 
right thing in stopping when 
the weather became too dan-
gerous. Five times in 24 hours 
is an incredible achievement 
for anyone.’

Cameron commented: ‘I 
am delighted to have made it a ‘high �ve’ and not at all 

disappointed not to make it 
more.  I had hoped to go for 
six, or even seven, but the 
conditions were just too  bad 
to go up again.

‘So far I have raised £5,500  
on the fund raising page for 
Abbie’s Sparkle Foundation 
and that’s the main thing. I 
would like to thank everyone 
for their fantastic support 

through this. Without them, 
I would have found the going 
much harder.’

Mum Tammy added: ‘I 
am so proud of him for all 
the e�ort he has put into 
preparing for this and what 
he has achieved in less than 
24 hours. He only took very 
short breaks in between each 
run and we had hot soup 
ready for him. What a star.’
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LOTTERY NUMBERS

Cowal  61
Lochaber 3

West Region Division 3

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

Lochaber club lotteries

MOUNTAIN BIKING

SLT women’s team training sees numbers grow
South Lochaber � istle Women have 
now had two training sessions and 
numbers are growing.

Men’s team manager Alan Gray 
ran the session last Tuesday and was 
impressed by the standard and team 
spirit already emerging from the keen 
group of players.

‘It was great to � nally see them all 

together training. � is has been in the 
making for more than two years and it’s 
great to see SLT providing a platform 
for another section of our community 
to be involved in football.’

Training is currently fortnightly 
on Tuesdays with the next session on  
October 16 in Kinlochleven.

� e club is always looking for new 

playing members regardless of 
experience, as well as o�  ce bearers 
and coaching sta� . If anyone has any 
queries or has an interest in being in-
volved, they should contact the South 
Lochaber � istle Facebook page.

South Lochaber Thistle Women with coach Alan Gray. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Lochaber slip to fourth place 
after hammering by Cowal
� is was always going to 
be a tough encounter for 
Lochaber, with Cowal playing 
their � rst home match a� er a 
run of three away wins, and 
so it proved.

It was the team in second 
spot on the table versus third 
in round six of Tennent’s 
West Division 3 on Saturday.

Lochaber were unable to 
get a full squad for the away 
trip, once again struggling for 
numbers when travelling.

Cowal started strongly 
and full of con� dence and it 
wasn’t long before their hard 
straight running got them 
across the try line.

From then on Cowal kept 
the scoreboard ticking over 
making the most of the space 
out wide.

Lochaber � nally got some 
possession and caused 
Cowal’s defence problems.  
� ey worked a try scoring 
opportunity when prop Sam 
Kane picked the ball from the 
back of the ruck.

He got the ball over the try 
line but was unable to get it 
down with three defenders 

making the tackle.
� e only joy Lochaber were 

getting was at scrum time, 
where the visitors’ scrum was 
dominating every encounter.

� e visitors’ pack also 
included two young players 
who have come through 
the youth system - Chris 
Morrison playing his � rst 

full game at hooker and John 
Clark making his � rst senior 
appearance at � anker.

Jonathan McCook got 
Lochaber’s only points of the 
game with a penalty kick.

Cowal won the game 
comfortably 61-3 and the loss 
leaves Lochaber in fourth 
place in the league, two points 

behind third-placed Glasgow 
University Medics.

Lochaber will look to get 
back to winning ways this 
Saturday when they host 
Shawlands at Banavie. Kick 
o�  3pm.

RUGBY

In October, Nevis Range Mountain Experience and No 
Fuss Events will play host to two international mountain 
bike events.

The European Continental Enduro Series takes place 
on Saturday October 13 and Sunday October 14, while 
the annual global showdown, the World 24 Hour Solo 
Mountain Bike Championships will come to Nevis Range 
the following weekend.

With entries to the � nal round of the all-new European 
Continental Enduro Series almost at capacity, all eyes 
will once again be on Lochaber to see who is going to 
be crowned European Champions for 2018. Chris Ball 
of the Enduro World Series said he is delighted Fort 
William will host the closing round of the new European 
Enduro Series.

The World Endurance Mountain Bike Organisation 
(WEMBO) was formed in 2011 to make sure athletes who 
wanted to race the 24 hour format had an annual event  
to ensure a world title and riders from 23 countries will 
come to Nevis Range to race. The organisers claim this 
year’s race � eld is the best one yet.

Shona McMillan, destination manager for The Outdoor 
Capital of the UK, Lochaber Chamber of Commerce’s 
successful tourism brand, which was recently 
announced as one of the title sponsors of the WEMBO 
24 Hour Championship, said:  ‘The development of 
successful events during the shoulder months in the 
region has long been a part of the Outdoor Capital 
of the UK’s strategy. It is this type of activity and 
international pro� le event that ensures we maintain 
our position as the leading year round destination for 
outdoor adventure and sport in the UK.’

Chris O’Brien from Nevis Range said the team is 
delighted to be partnering with No Fuss Events to host 
‘two fantastic events’.

‘We’ll be working hard to demonstrate Nevis Range is 
much more three dimensional than our world famous 
downhill course.  We can’t wait to see that unique 
highland energy that always appears during a Fort 
William event.’

Lochaber RFC.

Fort William to host 
elite riders for two 
weekends of racing

Nevis Range will host two world-class races this 
month.

Ballachulish Shinty Lottery - This week’s shinty winning 
lottery numbers were 2, 14 and 17. Still no winners so it 
is a £2,000 draw next week.

Caol Community Centre Lottery - winning lotto 
numbers for October 7 were 6, 11 and 19. There were no 
winners so the jackpot for next week is £500.

Caol Regeneration Lotto - winning lotto numbers 
for October 4 were 2, 8 and 16. No winners. Next draw 
tonight (October 11) for £400 jackpot.

Fort William Golf Club lotto drawn Thursday October 
4. Numbers 1, 13 and 19. No winner. Jackpot for 
Thursday October 11 is £300.
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DOWNHILL RACING

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 11, 2018 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 00.57 0.6 06.45 4.1 
 13.07 0.5 18.53 4.2
Fri 01.33 0.8 07.17 4.0 
 13.45 0.8 19.25 3.9
Sat 02.08 1.0 07.50 3.8 
 14.22 1.0 19.57 3.7
Sun 02.45 1.3 08.23 3.6 
 15.02 1.4 20.31 3.4
Mon 03.28 1.5 09.03 3.4 
 15.48 1.7 21.07 3.1
Tues 04.20 1.8 09.54 3.2 
 16.44 2.0 21.55 2.9
Wed 05.24 2.0 11.31 3.0 
 17.52 2.1 23.56 2.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and a
moderate breeze
from the south east
Temperatures 
11°C to 16ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
gusty winds from
the south
Temperatures 
10°C to 14ºC.

Weekend 
Outlook 
Light rain on Saturday
Sunny on Sunday
Gentle breeze from
the south south west 
Temperatures 
8ºC to 13  ºC. FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

22

14

13

Young Wheelers 
continue to shine

Daniel Par� tt took third place in the Highland Hardline 
race at Laggan recently to top o�  a strong series perfor-
mance.

Junior West Highland 
Wheelers enjoyed a stellar 
weekend of downhill racing 
at the end of last month as the 
club’s youth ranks continue 
to blossom.

� e young Wheelers were 
involved in two races at the 
end of September: a dirt crit 
race at Grantown for the 
third race in the Scottish 
Cycling North Series on 
Saturday September 29. 

Kai Tresidder took third 
place in the under 6s and 
Jethro Murray took fourth. 
Aaron Tresidder got a � � h-
place � nish in the under 8s 
and Alexander Pervan was 
competing in under 12s, al-
though the result of this race 
has not yet been con� rmed.

On Sunday September 30, 
15 Lochaber youngsters were 
competing in the � � h and 
� nal round of the Highland 
Hardline at Laggan Wol� rax. 

� is is a new youth down-
hill series consisting of � ve 
races set up by folk from 
around Inverness and Black 
Isle.

West Highland Wheelers 
results from Highland 
Hardline: Under 10 boys - 3 
Alan Cameron (514); 4 Jack 
Bamber (509);  9 Kyler 
Macleod (507);  12 Aidan 
Baltrunas (518).

Under 12 boys - 1 Archie 
Ferguson (524); 3 Daniel 
Par� tt (527);  7 Logan 
Mclellan (537); 8 Cole Jackson 
(531);  10 Sorley Swabey (543).

Under 14 boys - 10 Cory 
Muir (552);  19 Campbell 
Mackintosh (559).

Under 14 girls - 4 Nina 
Cameron (547).

The young Wheelers team enjoyed their day of racing at Laggan Wolftrax. 

Photographs: Kim Ferguson.

Archie Ferguson won the under 12s Highland Hardline 
race at Laggan Wolftrax on Sunday September 30 
meaning he won the overall series win. 

Under 16 boys - 1 Evan 
MacDonalad (582);  4 Fraser 
Clark (577);  16 Euan Harley 
(588).

� is was the � nal race in 
the series and the Wheelers 
had � ve youngsters on the 

overall series podiums with 
Evan MacDonald (under 16) 
and Archie Ferguson (under 
12) both winning their re-
spective age categories. 

Kyler Macleod � nished 
second overall in the under 

10s and Jack Bamber (under 
10) and Daniel Par� tt (under 
12) both got third places in 
the series.
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FOOTBALL

Nairn County   4
Fort William 0

Highland League

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

Battling Fort make Nairn 
County work for the win

Fort William keeper Mateusz Kulbacki had a busy afternoon.  Photograph: Cutter.

� e scoreline does not tell the 
whole story of this clash at 
Nairn County’s Station Park 
on Saturday, with a stubborn 
Fort William side making 
it anything but easy for the 
hosts.

It was a laboured perfor-
mance from Nairn, albeit one 
which still garnered three 
points.

But the home side had many 
more opportunities and it 
was only the determined Fort 
defence, anchored by a heroic 
performance from keeper  
Mateusz Kulbacki, that kept 
the � nal scoreline to just four 
goals.

Quiet afternoon
Home keeper Dylan 

Maclean was only really 
tested on the 12-minute mark 
by David McGurk’s low e� ort 
from 15 yards. Other than 
that, Maclean had a quiet 
a� ernoon.

� e same could not be said 
for Kulbacki, who was tested 
throughout the 90 minutes.

Nairn took the lead on 
nine minutes when a cross 
from Gussie Dey was headed 
clear, but only as far as Adam 
Porritt who marked his 
half-century of appearances 
for Nairn by driving home a 
20-yard volley.

Kulbacki was in action 
again 10 minutes later when 
he got his � ngers to a free kick 
e� ort that was heading for the 
top corner of his goal.

Four minutes later the Fort 

keeper had to get quickly 
down to his right to halt 
Cohen Ramsay’s shot from 18 
yards.

Kulbacki then denied Nairn 
vice-captain Glenn Main who 
� red a curling e� ort that was 
latched onto by the tireless 
Kulbacki.

It looked like the visitors 

would keep Nairn’s lead to 
just 1-0 on the half-time 
break, but a minute into 
stoppage time and, a� er his 
� rst e� ort was blocked, Dey 
made certain with his second, 
netting the ball in the bottom 
le� -hand corner of the goal 
for his � rst goal for the club.

It was more than 30 

minutes before Nairn got 
the scoreboard ticking over 
again but not before a heroic 
e� ort by Kulbacki, � inging 
out an arm, stopped Dylan 
Mackenzie from scoring.

Beaten
A minute later, and 

Kulbacki was beaten when 
a blocked ball fell to Max 

Ewan, who netted a low e� ort 
from 12 yards. � e hosts then 
slotted their fourth successful 
strike, when, in the � nal 
minute, Porritt’s 20-yard free 
kick attempt was kept out by 
Kulbacki, but the ball came to 
Ewan to slot home his second.

For their next league game,  
Fort host Deveronvale at 

Claggan Park this Saturday in 
the league.

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - 

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Teenage runner conquers 
Ben Nevis � ve times in 24 hours
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