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Serving the west since 1861

Easdale ferry crew praised 
for rescuing two kayakers
� e Easdale ferry crew have 
been praised for saving two 
kayakers in a weekend rescue.

Easdale ferry ML Fladda 
and a crew of three braved a 
four-foot swell and treach-
erous conditions of 20 to 25 
knots to reach the mum and 
son who were in danger in the 
Sound of Insh.

� e drama began at about 
12.30pm on Sunday. One 
kayak had capsized, with 
the mum – an experienced 
kayaker who lives in the 
area – holding on for dear life 
to the second kayak with her 
shocked son still in it. She had 
lost her kayak.

� e pair were only spotted 
by luck when o� -duty ferry-
man Alan McFadyen picked 
up his binoculars by chance 
and looked out the front win-
dow of his home on Easdale.

He ran down to the ferry 
and raised the alarm, joining 
skipper David Monro and 
other crew member Seumus 
Morrison in the search. 
Eventually the kayakers were 

found around a mile north of 
Easdale, desperately trying to 
battle their way through the 
swell towards the coastline.

Mr Monro said: ‘� ey’d 
been carried out north 
by strong winds and tidal 
conditions. � ey were expe-
rienced kayakers and were 
well equipped, but things had 
not gone to plan. When we 
got to them they were cold 
and the son was shaken at 
the huge responsibility of his 
mum being in the water and 
hanging on to his kayak but 
they were okay. She was very 
calm. We got them and their 
kayaks back. Neither was hurt 
and they went o�  for a cup of 
tea, probably the best they’d 
ever tasted!

‘� ey’d been trying to get 
back to the shore, looking for 
a safe landing spot but there 
weren’t any. It’s very rocky 
there and it would have been 
hazardous. It’s just as well 
we were at hand and Alan 
had picked up his binoculars. 
Even if they had made it 
themselves, it would have 
been a remote spot and a long 
walk back.’

� e rescue prompted a 
warning from Argyll and Bute 
Council for people to ‘take 
care and play close attention’ 
to sea conditions.

� e mum, who lives locally, 
has already written a thank 
you letter to the council.

She said: ‘� e crew were all 
stars. I knew my son would 
get us to shore somehow but 
we were so glad to see the fer-
ry. We were just coming back 
to Ellenabeich from Easdale 
when a freak squal blew up 
and took us out. I capsized 
and lost my kayak, all I could 
do was hang on to my son’s. It 
was a huge responsibility for 
him. It hasn’t put us o�  but 
from now on I think I’ll be a 
fairweather kayaker.’

Argyll and Bute councillor 
Elaine Robertson said: 
‘Congratulations go to the 
ferry crew, who did a fantas-
tic job. It’s a reminder that 
although our waters can be 
beautiful they can also be 
treacherous.’

Advice on safe kayaking 
is available at rnli.org/
safety/choose-your-activity/
kayaking-and-canoeing.

Lucky Isle of Mull visitor 
Brian Redpath got the 
surprise of his life 
when the elusive sea 
eagle chick at Mull Eagle 
Watch – only days out of 
the nest – put on quite a 
show for him.
For the full story, turn to 
page 13.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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LochWatch 
under fi re 
from users
A co-founder of the Loch Awe 
LochWatch has defended the 
charity he helped to set up fol-
lowing a barrage of criticism 
on the group’s Facebook page 
last week.

Iain MacKinnon, Oban 
Coastguard station o�  cer, 
formed the volunteer 
group, along with Murray 
Humphries, in response to 
a tragedy in which four men 
died on the loch in 2009.

� e group were awarded 
registered charity status in 
2013 and purchased a patrol 
boat which in 2014 was � tted 
out with a radar, with state-
of-the-art night vision and a 
body heat sourcing device also 
purchased thanks to funding 
and charitable donations.

Over the summer, however, 
loch users have become 
increasingly concerned over 
the lack of sightings of the 
patrol boat and, on further 
investigation, it has been 
discovered that the group has 
failed to provide information 
on its � nances to the Scottish 
Charities Register (OSCR) 
within the stipulated nine 

months of its � nancial year-
end date.

Steve Tapley, chairman 
of Pike Anglers’ Alliance 
Scotland, said: ‘� ere have 
been many concerns voiced by 
loch users relating to the Loch 
Awe LochWatch charity and 
nobody feels they are getting 
straight answers.

‘Most just want to know 
why the patrol boat isn’t on 
the water patrolling. � is is a 
charity funded by members of 
the public, loch users and the 
families of the men who died 
there in 2009. � e longer the 
LochWatch remains silent, the 
worse it will get.

‘We, the loch users, want to 
help but we don’t seem to be 
getting any response from the 
people who are supposed to be 
running it.’

Mr MacKinnon admitted he 
has ‘taken my eye o�  the ball a 
bit’, but said the group is work-
ing with the relevant people to 
get back on track.

He said: ‘Concerns raised 
regarding our charity number 
are currently being addressed 
and the matter is being dealt 
with by our accountants,’ he 
said. ‘We have been in touch 
with OSCR since last May 

and a report to the AGM in 
February will include audited 
accounts.

‘I am as passionate about 
LochWatch as I have ever been. 
� e charity is run by volun-
teers who give their time freely. 
We currently have around 100 
volunteers, many of whom 
carry out roles of LochWatch 
spotters and live in close prox-
imity to Loch Awe. Anyone 
who wants to volunteer with us 
can get in touch through our 
Facebook page.’

Mr MacKinnon added that 
‘signi� cant changes’ within 
the emergency services over 
the past year have resulted in 
the introduction of a water 
rescue unit at Oban � re sta-
tion which can be launched 
anywhere on the loch and can 
be deployed quicker than the 
patrol boat.

‘Our boat is run by volun-
teers and the current crew all 
live and work in and around 
Oban,’ he added.

‘� is has been the case for a 
while as there was no one more 
local to the loch available. 

‘However, in the past few 
weeks, two people who live 
near the loch have come for-
ward to volunteer as crew.’

From the left are Hope Kitchen volunteers Ollie Debroas Blavec, Catriona Petit, Carol 
MacPhee, David Walker and Mhairi Carr.

Open day hopes to attract new volunteers
New Hope Kitchen is inviting 
members of the community 
to join its team in their 
many activities next week 
(Wednesday September 11) 
and � nd out more about 
volunteering for the charity.

� e Oban-based group is 
holding a taster day next 
Wednesday, from 10am to 
6pm, when current volunteers 
and sta�  will be available to 
share their experiences and 
members of the public can 
� nd out more about the busy 
organisation.

Activities and Green Shoots 
coordinator Catriona Petit 
said: ‘Volunteers are what 
makes Hope Kitchen such a 
amazing place and although 
they currently have a fantas-
tic group of dedicated people 
giving their time, they need 
more to make sure that they 
can continue to o� er the 

service they do for the people 
of Oban.’

Hope Kitchen is a charity 
which provides an essential 
support, food, shelter and 
companionship to vulnerable 
and marginalised people.

‘It is a space to meet togeth-
er, have homemade lunches 
and dinners, access help from 
a variety of di� erent agencies, 
enjoy the bene� ts of helping 
in the Green Shoots garden, 
use the only food bank in 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles, 
and take part in the many 
di� erent activities based in 
New Hope,’ added Catriona.

Activities will be ongoing 
throughout the day, starting 
at 10am when anyone inter-
ested in volunteering at the 
beach clean can meet at New 
Hope’s Soroba Road venue 
before heading down to the 
beach to give it a try. 

At noon, people who would 
like to � nd out more about 
volunteering at Green Shoots 
will be picked up from New 
Hope to spend an hour in the 
garden.

From 1-4pm, you can drop 
into New Hope itself and   
have a go at volunteering. 
For people only available in 
the evenings, you can drop 
in between 4pm and 6pm to 
help serve the evening meal.

All ages are welcome, 
though under-16s must be 
accompanied by an adult.

‘Even if you can only o� er a 
couple of hours a week, that 
would be a real help,’ said 
Catriona. ‘People who are 
not available on the day can 
contact Hope Kitchen and we 
can arrange a time.’

For more information call 
01631 565730 or ‘like’ the 
Facebook page Hope Kitchen.

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports



� e Oban Times
Thursday 5 September 2019 NEWS  3

OT

POLICE FILES Sergeant Iain MacNicol
� Between August 17 
and 25 a building at the 
old Sea Life Sanctuary, 
Barcaldine, was broken 
into and a yellow/black 
Diall torch was stolen. 
� About 10.20pm on 
Tuesday August 27, in 
Ardconnel Terrace, Oban, 
a woman (17) was stopped 
and searched by police 
and found in possession of 
cannabis. The woman was 
issued with a recorded 
police warning.
� Between 9.50am and 
10.55am on Monday 
August 26 within the 
car park at Aldi Stores, 
Lynn Road, Oban, a blue 
Volkswagen Touran was 
damaged.
� About 7pm on Wednes-
day August 28 on George 
Street, Oban, a man (18) 
was stopped and searched 
by police and found in 
possession of cannabis. 
The man was issued with a 
recorded police warning.
� About 7.40pm on 
Wednesday August 28, on 
Ardconnel Road, Oban, a 
man (18) was stopped and 
searched and allegedly 
obstructed police in the 
course of their duty. The 
man was found in posses-
sion of cannabis and an 
open alcoholic container 

in contravention of local 
bylaws. The man was 
arrested and charged and 
a report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.
� About 03.45am on Thurs-
day August 29, in Marine 
Court, Dunbeg, police 
attended reports of a 
disturbance. A woman (20) 
was arrested for allegedly 
behaving in an abusive 
manner and assaulting 
a man (20). The woman 
was arrested, charged and 
held in custody for court.
� About 11.45pm on 
Thursday August 29, near 
Ganavan Sands, Oban, 
a man (20) was stopped 
and searched and found 
in possession of cannabis. 
He was issued with a 
recorded police warning.
� About 5.20pm on Friday 
August 30, on Shore 
Street, Oban, a woman 
(45) was arrested for 
abusive behaviour and 
failing to desist. The 
woman was arrested and 
held in custody for court.
� About 2.45pm on 
Saturday August 31 on 
Corran Esplanade, Oban, a 
man (44) was arrested for 
abusive behaviour. He was 
charged and issued with a 
recorded police warning.
� About 4.50pm on 

Saturday August 31, on 
McCaig Road, Oban, a 
man (27) was stopped and 
searched by police and 
found in possession of 
cocaine. A cash sum was 
also seized. The man was 
arrested, charged and a 
report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.
� About 2.35am on Sunday 
September 1, on Glen-
cruitten Road, Oban, a 
man (26) was arrested for 
allegedly driving a vehicle 
while under the in� uence 
of alcohol. The man was 
charged and released to 
appear at court.
� About 7.15pm on 
Sunday September 1, 
in a hotel bar in Main 
Street, Tobermory, Mull, a 
man allegedly assaulted 
another man. Police 
attended and a 26-year-
old male was arrested and 
later charged. A report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

� If anyone has informa-
tion in relation to any 
incident, they can contact 
police on 101, or anony-
mously to Crime stoppers 
on 0800 555 111.

Man jailed for 
frauds in Oban
A man has been jailed for 
six months for fraud a� er us-
ing someone else’s debit card 
to book accommodation 
in Oban.

Harvesh Bhundoy, of no 
� xed abode, was give three 
six-month sentences, which 
will run concurrently, when 
he appeared in Oban Sheri�  
Court this week, on Tuesday, 
August 27.

He admitted to using the 
card on August 12 to book 
into a hotel in Oban under a 
di� erent name and using the 
room to the value of £125.

On August 13, he then 
booked into a guest house 
in Oban for six nights, to the 
value of £416.50.

He also owned up to tell-
ing police his last name was 
Bhundun, as well as giving 
an altered date of birth.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty told the court that 
the victim used his card in 
Oban before returning to 
Singapore.

Some days later, the owner 
of the card viewed his 

transactions and contacted 
the hotel and guest house in 
Oban and stated he did not 
authorise the payments.

� e guest house owner 
then contacted the police in 
relation to possible fraud.

On August 19, police 
entered the guest house and 
the male and a female were 
still there. 

A� er � ngerprinting 
Bhundoy, police unearthed 
his true identity.

Bhundoy’s solicitor told 
the court that he wanted to 
repay the money but, given 
his record, Sheri�  Simon 
Fraser said he was le�  with 
no alternative but a custodi-
al sentence.

Sheri�  Fraser gave 
Bhundoy a six-month sen-
tence for each charge to run 
concurrently.

Trusted friend found 
guilty of sex crimes
A man   guilty of historic sex 
crimes against two young 
Oban brothers when he was a 
teenager has been warned jail 
is ‘very likely’.

Colin Carnie, 50, of Flat 3-2, 
43 Gorget Avenue, Glasgow, 
was put on the sex o� enders’ 
register and allowed bail at the 
end of a two-day trial last week 
for a criminal justice social ser-
vices report to be prepared. He 
will be back at Oban Sheri�  
Court on September 24 to face 
sentencing.

Jurors found Carnie guilty 
of two charges of using lewd, 
indecent and libinous practices 
and behaviour towards the 
brothers in their bedroom 
back in the 1980s.

When Carnie was inter-
viewed by police last March, 
more than three decades a� er 
the o� ences, he said he did 
not know the brothers or their 
mother, had never been to or 
entered their house and denied 
any sexual activity with the 
boys. He told police: ‘I know 

nothing about it.’ And he told 
the court last week: ‘I don’t 
recognise them at all.’

But the court heard from 
both the complainers and 
their mother how Carnie, 
although eight years older than 
the youngest boy, had been a 
trusted friend who was made 
welcome at their family home, 
frequently visiting and staying 
for meals and sleep-overs.

‘� e last thing on my mind 
30 years ago was that someone 
was hurting my young child,’ 
said the mother, telling the 
court she was devastated at not 
being able to protect him at 
the time. � e younger brother, 

now in his 40s, said he had 
been ‘pointed at’ and sworn to 
secrecy by Carnie every time 
he was abused by him.

He described how his life 
had spiralled downwards and 
how he turned to drugs to 
self-medicate before eventually 
getting counselling help a few 
years ago to tackle what had 
triggered his di�  culties.

Jurors also heard from the 
older complainer who said 
he too had been subjected to 
Carnie’s behaviour but would 
leave the bedroom when it 
happened a lot, leaving Carnie 
and his little brother alone. 

He told the court: ‘I feel ex-
tremely guilty. I just remember 
being disgusted because I 
knew it was wrong. I refused 
and he got my brother to do it 
instead.’

Carnie’s solicitor Graham 
Bryson suggested he was just 
trying to back up his brother’s 
story and the younger one had 
‘over the years’ convinced him-
self something had happened, 

without ever being contradict-
ed by police or counsellors.

‘I have memories ingrained 
that I will have to live with for 
life. I can tell you with 100 per 
cent certainty this happened 
and nothing will change that.’

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said: ‘� e brothers 
have not made it up. � is is 
something they have been 
waiting to shout from the 
roo� ops for 30 years.’

Sheri�  Simon Fraser was 
handed a record of Carnie’s 
previous convictions that 
post-dated the o� ences heard 
last week. � e sheri�  said they 
were ‘serious’ and were of ‘the 
same character’ of the o� ences 
he had just been convicted of.

Sheri�  Fraser told Carnie to 
‘be under no illusion’ because 
the charges against the broth-
ers were historical. 

‘� ese were committed 
against very young children. 
A custodial sentence might not 
be inevitable but it’s very likely,’ 
he said.

Oban Sheri�  Court.

Sheri�  Fraser said 
he was left with no 
alternative but custody
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Anglers are again being 
reminded to dispose of their 
� shing hooks responsibly.

� is comes a� er two 
incidents where a dog swal-
lowed hooks, while another 
got tangled in tackle.

Sheila MacIntyre from 
Oban was out walking with 
her Hungarian Puli in the 
town.

Taking to social media to 
highlight the issue, she said: 
‘I wish folk would take their 
rubbish home a� er � shing. 
Had to cut this line, � oat 
and hook from Dougal’s 
back leg. Luckily, his cords 
protected him; others might 
not be so lucky.’

She added: ‘� ere was a lot 
of fry in the bay this week 
we noticed on our walks and 
a lot of folk out � shing for 
mackerel.

‘We went for a walk to the 

lifeboat pier and the tide 
was unusually high and 
perhaps the hook got 
washed up on the path to 
the boat behind the lifeboat 
building.

‘We noticed it caught 
around his leg, but 
thankfully it didn’t do any 
damage as he was protected 
by his dreadlocks, other 

dogs wouldn’t have been so 
lucky.’

A few days earlier another 
pet owner took to social 
media highlighting that 
their dog had swallowed 
a � shing hook, which was 
placed within rubbish near 
their house.

� is is not the � rst time 
� e Oban Times has warned 

people about � sh hooks 
putting animals in danger.

Last summer, John Howe 
got in touch with � e Oban 
Times a� er his dog Juno 
needed emergency surgery 
to remove a baited hook 
from her stomach, leading 
Oban vet John Blom� eld to 
say the problem is so fre-
quent he keeps a set of metal 
cutters in the Tweedale 
Street practice.

‘We might see two to three 
cases per month during the 
summer,’ he added.

If an animal does swallow 
a hook, owners are advised 
not to pull on the line hang-
ing from the dog’s mouth 
but to cut the line hanging 
out and get immediate help 
from a vet.

� e RSPCA says � shing 
litter causes injury and 
deaths to thousands of wild 
animals every year.

Old � shing line and 
spools can be donated to 
recycling points or posted 
to the Anglers’ National 
Line Recycling Scheme 
(ANLRS).

� e charity advises anglers 
to be aware of surrounding 
trees, as line caught in foli-
age can entangle wildlife.

� e RSCPA added: ‘Don’t 
leave baited tackle unat-
tended – remove bait from 
the hook and put the tackle 
in a safe place; use a bait 
box; help keep your local 
river, canal or coastline 
litter-free. Dispose safely of 
any rubbish you see, even if 
it is not your own.’

More dogs suffer due 
to discarded hooks

An X-ray reveals a discard-
ed � shing hook which was 
swallowed last summer by 
John Howe’s dog, Juno.

Playpark contractor yet to sign contract 
meaning October reopening is delayed
Further delays to the 
ground works and drain-
age at Oban community 
playpark are expected 
as contractors George 
McNaughton and Son 
have not yet been given a 
contract to sign.

Work on the beleaguered 
site had been due to start in 
the middle of August with a 
view to having the big play-
park open for the children 
to enjoy again during the 
October holiday.

Now into September, 
there has been no sign of 
any activity and, on con-
tacting Mr MacNaughton 
this week, � e Oban Times 
were told: ‘We can’t start 
the work because we have-
n’t had a contract to sign 
yet.’

� e company director 
said that he had been told 
that his Lochgilphead-
based business had won the 
contract but he had yet to 
receive any of the required 
documents.

‘I had workers laid aside a 
fortnight ago ready to start 
but we can’t begin the work 
without that bit of paper,’ 
he added. 

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

People on Islay will be able 
to chat to members of Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP) 
about support services on the 
island at a new Conversation 
Cafe later this month.

� e cafe has been arranged 
for Wednesday September 
25 from noon to 2pm in � e 
Ideas Building, Killarow.  

Under discussion will be 
reablement. � e reablement 
service provides free support 
services to people with a 
wide range of needs and 
long-term conditions. � is 
service is usually provided 
to people for up to eight 
weeks to encourage them to 
achieve their goals and to live 
independently for as long as 
possible. Reablement health 
care professionals include 
occupational therapists and 
physiotherapists.  � ey also 
provide falls management, 
prevention and screening 
support as well as carrying 
out regular client reviews.  

Referrals are made to 
the team through local 
health and social care 
professionals or by con-
tacting the single point of 

access telephone number. 
A spokesperson for NHS 
Highlands said: ‘� e HSCP is 
committed to a person-cen-
tred approach where services 
are built around the people 
who use them. Person-
centred services take account 
of individuals’ needs, priori-
ties and strengths.  

‘Of course, to support this 
approach, we have to talk 
to people, engage with our 
communities, and learn 
what people need. � e 
Community Conversation 
Cafés are one of the ways to 
open up discussions about 
health and social care. By 
making our discussions less 
formal, we can help people to 
take part.’  

A service manager related 
to the topic will be invited 
to attend the cafés. � is 
manager will provide some 
information about the topic, 
can take questions and com-
ments about the service they 
run and take responsibility 
for information and actions 
arising from the session.

For more information 
please email nhs.abhscp@
nhs.net.

Health and social care 
on Islay is focus for 
Conversation Cafe

LiveArgyll 
publishes 
annual report
A ladies-only gym, an 
increased number of 
swimming lessons and 
libraries being used more 
by their communities are all 
on the agenda for the trust 
which runs Argyll and Bute’s 
leisure centres.

LiveArgyll has just 
published its annual report 
for 2018/19, outlining its 
successes during the 
� nancial year and its plans 
for the future. � e report will 
be considered by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s community 
services committee today, 
� ursday September 5.

Mr Anderson said: ‘Across 
all of our programmes, from 
Active Schools through to 
archives and local studies, we 
aim to be a progressive and 
inclusive organisation.

‘We will continue to 
provide an accessible, 
a� ordable, attractive and safe 
environment and services 
for all. � ere is no doubt that 
leisure and library services 
can play an important role in 
improving the quality of life 
in local communities.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Cairngorm will be
with you from conception,
through construction, to completion
of your home improvement project.

 It is the best investment we have
ever made, we are absolutely

delighted with the end product and
can’t fault Cairngorm at all!   

Mr & Mrs Jones, Latheron
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Two schools in Argyll and 
the Isles are using innovative 
approaches to help � nd new 
head teachers.

Lochnell Primary School, 
which has around 120 
pupils, is using the power of 
the internet to � ll the role, 
which comes with a salary of 
£56,571.

Pupils, guided by Oban-
based digital video produc-
tion company Stripey Straws 
Production, created an online 
video advertising the position 
that highlights all that is good 
within the school, as well 
as revealing qualities they 
would like in a head teacher.

� e children said: ‘Everyone 
in Lochnell school would 
really like a great, kind head 
teacher, who listens to their 
pupils and can keep the 
school going. 

‘We want a head teacher 

who is kind, helpful, and also 
listens to their pupils.’

However, it was not just he 
pupils who had their say.

Katie Baker, teacher and 
former pupil, said: ‘I have 
always found the school to be 
very warm and welcoming. 
� e teachers have a really 
nice relationship with the 
pupils. � ey genuinely care 
about them.’

Shirley Livingston, teacher, 

said: ‘It is certainly a very 
caring ethos, very holistic, 
and we are not paperwork 
heavy in this school so that 
our main focus is the chil-
dren’s education and their 
wellbeing. 

‘We have a very good re-
lationship with the parents, 
partly through the way we 
do our homework, which is 
through our planning for 
progress and we meet with 

the parents three times per 
year. 

Another teacher, Alison 
McCrindle, said: ‘It’s a lovely 
friendly place to work. � e 
children seem very happy at 
the school; it’s a place where 
they want to be. � ey are very 
kind towards each other. We 
get on very well as a team and 
we are very happy to ask each 
other for advice, which I feel 
is a strength of the school. ‘

One of the pupils added: 
‘Lochnell has made me feel 
responsible, safe, and most 
importantly it has made me 
feel like I belong.’

Kilchattan Primary School 
on Colonsay is also seeking a 
new head teacher to oversee 
the seven pupils at the school.

� e community is using 
Facebook and Instagram to 

promote the ‘dream job’ in a 
‘dream school’ on a ‘dream 
island’.

To help entice the potential 
head teacher, Argyll and Bute 
Council is o� ering a £51,249 
salary and a relocation 
package, which consists of a 
four-bedroom house.

Writing on the Facebook 
page entitled ‘7 children seek 
a head teacher on a remote 
Scottish island’, the admin 
says: ‘Colonsay is a fantastic 
place to bring up children 
– they are such important 
members of the community 
and everyone makes time for 
them. � ey grow up being 
really con� dent talking to 
adults, speaking up and con-
tributing as members of our 
community.

‘� e community of perma-
nent residents on Colonsay 
may be small (125) but we are 
an active bunch. � e island 
has a range of community 
groups working to make this 

a wonderful place to live and 
visit.

‘� e pupils of Kilchattan 
primary are involved in all 
aspects of community life 
and enjoy learning from their 
surroundings.’

Keills and Small Isles 
Primary Schools, based on  
Islay and Jura respectively, 
are also looking for a joint 
head teacher. Applications 
for the role close tomorrow 
(Friday September 6).

To apply, go to: www.my-
jobscotland.gov.uk/councils/
arg yl l-bute-counci l /jobs/
joint-head-teacher-kei l ls-
and-small-isles-165004 

To � nd out more about 
the roles, visit www.myjob-
scot land.gov.uk/counci ls/
arg yl l-bute-counci l /jobs/
head-teacher-165269 for 
Lochnell or https://www.
m y j o b s c o t l a n d . g o v. u k /
councils/argyll-bute-council/
jobs/head-teacher-165495 for 
Kilchattan. 

Youngsters use power of internet to 
help schools � nd new head teachers

Pupils from Lochnell 
Primary have created a 
video to help them attract 
a new head teacher.

The community playpark has been closed since a safety inspection in March 2018.

Playpark contractor yet to sign contract 
meaning October reopening is delayed

Argyll and Bute Council 
came to an agreement with 
Wicksteed Playgrounds in 
regards to the funding of 
the essential repair work in 
March, with the contractors 
being selected following a 
‘quick quote’ process, via 
the Scottish Government’s 
Public Contracts Scotland 
portal at the end of April.

A statement from the coun-
cil at the end of July con-
� rmed that MacNaughton 
had been appointed as the 
contractor and that they, 

the council, expected the 
park to be open again for the 
October school holidays.

Apologise
Following an inquiry from 

� e Oban Times this week, 
however, an Argyll and Bute 
Council spokesperson said: 
‘We had hoped to have the 
playpark open in time for 
the October school holidays.

‘However, this will now not 
be the case and we apologise 
for this delay.

‘We are working hard 
behind the scenes to sched-

ule this work and we will 
provide an update as soon as 
we can.

‘Once again, we’d like 
to thank the community 
for their patience and to 
reassure them everything 
possible is being done to get 
the playpark open just as 
soon as possible.’

� e park for � ve- to 
15-year-olds has been closed 
since March 2018 a� er it 
failed a safety inspection 
because sections of � oor-
ing had become hazardous.

OT
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When the world comes to Oban

It’s that time of year again 
when we lose many of our 
young people to colleges 
and universities in the cities 
as they go to pursue their 
education while, on the 
other hand, we also welcome 
students from all over the 
world to Oban to study at 
Argyll College UHI, SAMS 
and Ballet West.

I’m delighted to say that 
each year our welcome to 
them is growing and this 
year included a freshers’ 
event held in � e View, 
where they were able to 
engage with lots of groups, 
businesses and people who 
can help them settle into 
their new home and inte-
grate with the community.

It really adds to the thriv-
ing community we have here 
that it contains people from 
so many di� erent places who 
all add their experiences, 
languages and cultures to 
create a town that’s hospita-
ble and welcoming to every-
one. It’s certainly something 
to encourage and be proud 
of in the times we’re in at the 
moment.

Speaking of languages 

and experiences, I went to 
see Frankie Boyle in the 
Corran Halls last week, 
not quite sure what I was 
letting myself in for and 
I’m delighted to say it was a 
fantastic evening and really 
well attended.

� e Corran Halls has so 
much going on just now that 
I can’t go to everything I 
would like to. It’s fantastic to 
see the variety of entertain-
ment being o� ered this year. 
� ere’s really something for 
everyone, from children’s 
shows to comedians, live 
bands, tribute acts, opera 
and ballet.

Between the Corran Halls, 
Oban Phoenix Cinema 
and all the live music and 

quizzes around the town, I 
could quite happily be out 
every night of the week but 
my stamina isn’t quite up 
to that any more so I have 
to pick and choose – not an 
easy task.

Do remember to add any 
events to Oban Town Diary 
to let everyone know what’s 
happening in Oban.

� e photograph last week 
was of the memorial plaque 
on Sta� ord Street and this 
week’s is also very centrally 
located, if you keep your 
eyes open.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

Cyclists raise funds in 
memory of friend John
Cyclists weathered battering 
rain and wind to ride 110 
miles from Glasgow to 
Lismore in memory of a 
close friend who lived on the 
island.

Graham Waddell and a team 
of three others took on the 
challenge to raise funds for 
� e Brain Tumour Charity, 
smashing their £2,000 target 
by raising £6,500.

� ey planned to start and 
� nish the route through 
mighty Glencoe all in one day 
and made it in eight hours and 
25 minutes – despite lashings 
of rain making it even tougher 
going.

Undeterred on Friday, 
Graham and his hardy team-
mates, including his son Euan 
and friends John Grewar and 
Ross Robertson, fought on and 
refused to give up.

� e ride had to be postponed 

from earlier this year a� er 
Graham broke his collarbone.

John MacCormick, a well-
known Lismore farmer whose 
wife Hazel and children 
Rachel, 13, and Donald, 11, 
still live on the island, was just 
49 when he was diagnosed 

with the most aggressive 
kind of brain tumour called 
glioblastoma.

Over the next 15 months, Mr 
MacCormick endured various 
treatments and clinical trials 
but passed away on May 16 last 
year.

Hazel said: ‘� e cycle chal-
lenge means a lot to our family. 
It’s lovely they’ve done this for 
John. � ey wanted to do some-
thing to make a di� erence so 
others might not have to go 
through what we did.’

� e cyclists were welcomed 

on to Lismore for a well-earned 
feast at a   barbecue at the 
MacCormicks’ shed and for an 
overnight stay.

Graham said: ‘We had quite 
an emotional welcome as we 
came over the hill on Lismore 
as there were about 30 or more 
people waiting for us, even 
a piper. It was really rather 
special. We’re just delighted we 
did it and hope our e� orts will 
help others in John’s memory.’

To make a donation go to 
justgiving.com/fundraising/
graham-waddell

Hazel is still making and 
selling lavender-scented Gi�  
of Love candles to raise aware-
ness of the support and care 
that Marie Curie gives across 
Oban and Argyll.

� e special candles were 
snapped up at Appin show 
and the recent Oban produce 
market, and will be available to 
buy soon at the heritage centre 
on Lismore and in the Appin 
shop.

Arrival at Appin ferry for the last leg on their cycle challenge from Glasgow to Lismore.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

McCaig’s Tower in Oban is 
being lit up green this week 
to encourage families and 
friends to have discussions 
about organ donation.

� is year’s Organ Donation 
Week takes place between 
September 2 and 8.

At least one person on 
average dies every day in 
need of an organ transplant, 
o� en because families have 
not discussed the subject and 
made their wishes clear.

� is is the week when 
individuals and organi-
sations across the UK are 
encouraged to help raise 
awareness of organ and tissue 
donation. 

� ere have been signi� cant 
increases in donation and 
transplantation over the past 
decade. 

Legislation to introduce 
an opt-out system of organ 
and tissue donation for 
transplantation was passed 
by the Scottish Parliament on 
June 11.

For more information 
go to www.organdonation 
scotland.org

Tower lights 
up for organ 
donations

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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Your chance to win winter woods tickets
Tickets for this year’s 
illuminated winter woods 
experience are up for grabs 
at a fundraising bingo night 
in Oban tomorrow, Friday 
September 6.

� e View in George Street 
is hosting the evening in aid 
of November’s week-long 
Oban Winter Festival and it 
includes a ra�  e.

One of the festival organ-
isers, Pamela Lockhart, said: 

‘Last year all the tickets for 
the winter woods trail at 
Glencruitten sold out in just 
half an hour so this is a good 
way of getting yours before 
anyone else. Good luck in the 
ra�  e!

‘We hope as many people 
as possible will come along 
tomorrow night to � e View 
and give us their support. 

‘� e dates are set and we’re 
busy behind the scenes 

planning yet another packed 
festival week for everyone.’

� is year’s festival run from 
Friday to Sunday, November 
15 to 24.

DJ, Jamie, and 
Amy Barr, met 
the Ice Queen 
at the end of 
last year’s trail 
at Glencruitten 
Woods. 
17_T48_Winter Festiva 

Saturday10

GETINTOUCH
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Jetskiers in 
Oban were 
in danger
Onlookers were horri� ed 
when they spotted three 
jetskiers chasing a ferry and 
� shing boat in Oban Bay at 
the weekend.

� e jetskis were reportedly 
seen to get dangerously close 
to a Mull ferry, speeding round 
it then using warning buoys 
to  nip in and out and between 
before doing the same again 
with a � shing vessel.

No one was hurt but the 
skiers were putting themselves 
and others at risk, said a 
spokesperson for CalMac.

‘For the safety of all water 
users, we would urge jetskis to 
keep a safe distance from the 
ferry at all times. If the ship’s 
master believes there is a likeli-
hood of a hazard to navigation, 
they will sound � ve short blasts 
on the horn. If skiers hear this 
they are potentially putting 
themselves and others at risk 
and should move away.’

Oban’s harbour o�  ce added: 
‘It’s open waters so there are no 
regulations but we are looking 
in the future to getting a wider 
authority in Oban Bay where 
we might be able to bring in 
legislation.

‘We get a couple of occasions 
every summer season where 
jetskiers are irresponsible but it 
has  been no more of a problem 
this year. We are doing a lot to 
reach out to jetskiers and small 
leisure cra�  users and we do 
have a code of practice we hope 
people will take heed of.’

� e website obanharbour.
scot provides practical up-to-
date information to all bay 
stakeholders and users, as well 
as provide a procedure for 
reporting incidents and near 
misses.

� e code of practice includes 
two cautions that small vessels 
should avoid the channel that 
runs through the centre of the 
north entrance to the bay and 
keep clear of the CalMac pier 
area when ferries are moving.

Iain MacKinnon, of Oban 
Coastguard, said: ‘� e bay is 
so busy now that people really 
do have to take every care. 
� ose jetskiers who were seen 
chasing the boats were putting 
themselves and others clearly 
at risk. � e big boats can’t stop 
or turn quickly and people 
should respect that. 

‘� ere’s space for everyone 
in the water but people need 
to show respect for each other 
and stay safe.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

The jetskis were 
chasing vessels. 
Photograph: Les Hazelgrave
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Work starts on new council 
depot at Jackson’s Quarry Soroba fi re throws up 

queries over accessWork has started on the 
£1.4million redevelopment of 
Oban’s council depot, freeing 
up land at Millpark for new 
business opportunities.

� e work on Jackson’s 
Quarry roads depot means 
all essential operational 
services for Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles will be delivered 
from the one site, creating 
‘some much-needed devel-
opment land for Oban which 
will help local businesses 
grow and succeed and bring 
much-needed jobs to Argyll 
and Bute’, says Councillor 
Ellen Morton, deputy policy 
lead for roads and amenity 
services.

Work on the depot is sched-
uled to be complete by the 
end of the year and Luddon 
Construction Ltd, which is 
the main contractor, will be 
using local sub-contractors 
throughout the project.

� ose behind the scheme 
say accommodation provid-
ers in the town will receive a 
boost from workers staying 

in the town during the 
development and there will 
also be a job created for one 
unemployed person from the 
area during the contract.

A four-week work expe-
rience placement will be 
o� ered to two school pupils 
interested in a career in con-
struction and a class visit will 
be organised once the project 
is � nished.

Bin lorries
� e depot will have a new 

four-bay � eet workshop to 
keep the council’s bin lorries, 
roads equipment and gritters 
on the road.

� ere will also be a  modern 
o�  ce and meeting room and 
the site will be expanded, 
with new hard-standing and 
drainage to make a parking 
area for all vehicles.

� e contract value for the 
new depot development is 
covered by the council’s 
insurance following the � re 
at Millpark.

Pulling together all the 
council’s operations into 
one site means the Millpark 
depot site will be available for 
development. 

During con struction 
at Jackson’s Quarry, the 
Millpark site will be used for 
storage and vehicle parking. 
Once that is complete, the 
council will explore how best 
to develop Millpark as a site 
for business and industry.

Councillor Morton added: 
‘It takes a lot of time and 
planning to get to this stage 
and I would like to thank 
everyone for their hard work.

‘Bringing all our teams 
together in one place will 
help us deliver our services 
more e�  ciently and more 
e� ectively.’

Jordan Keatings, divi-
sional manager of Luddon 
Construction Ltd, said as 
work gets under way, and 
throughout the construction 
period, they will make every 
e� ort to avoid or minimise 
disruption to the community 
as well as keeping people up 
to date.

Contractors
He added: ‘We intend to 

engage with local labour, 
contractors and suppliers 
for much of the resource 
requirements of the project.’

A former � re � ghter is calling 
on an emergency vehicle 
access point to be installed 
at Soroba to prevent threat 
to human lives should a � re 
break out on the estate again.

George Berry was ad-
dressing Oban Community 
Council at its recent meeting 
having been an eyewitness to 
the blaze that broke out on 
the Oban estate on Sunday 
August 25.

Danica Fleming’s family 
lost everything in the � re 
which gutted her second 
� oor home at 6 Colonsay 
Terrace. Ms Fleming and her 
young son were not home at 
the time of the blaze, which 
was reported around 8pm, 
but her partner, who was in 
the � at, required medical 
assistance at the scene. Mr 

Berry described the blaze as 
an ‘inferno’ and said he was 
even more horri� ed when he 
saw the aerial rescue platform 
and the ambulance could not 
get to the burning building 
because of cars parked on 
either side of the street.

‘Had that � re happened at 
2am or 3am  and there had 

been people in their beds it 
would have been an absolute 
disaster,’ he said.

Mr Berry has since been 
invited to several meetings 
where he can show what hap-
pened on the night of the � re 
and highlight the issues with 
a model he has made himself.

‘By the time the aerial res-

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Sunshine is stroke of luck for charity swim

Soroba fi re throws up 
queries over access

More than 20 brave swim-
mers in skins and wetsuits 
took a sponsored dip in Loch 
Awe at the weekend.

Lucky for organisers and 
the hardy swimmers taking 
part, the rain held o�  for most 
of Saturday’s event, with the 
sun putting in an appreciated 
appearance.

Some swam one-way from 
the Portsonachan side back 
to the Taychreggan Hotel 
crossing just under one mile 
with others, even more dar-

ing, making it a double-dip 
by swimming both ways.

� e event was organised 
by Kilchrenan, Inverinan 
and Dalavich (KID) Coastal 
Rowing Club to help it buy 
junior oars to get younger 
members out on the water.

Organisers are still totting 
up the � nal amount but it 
looks on target to make more 
than £800.

Four lightweight oars are 
already being made in Arran, 
says KID founder Gordon 
Leveratt, who says there 
might be a repeat swim next 
year.

Kayakers and boats were 
out in force to give safety 
cover before a celebratory 
barbecue marked the end of 
the challenge.

As well as raising money for 
KID, swimmers also had the 
option of giving sponsorship 
to charities of their choice.

Swimmers included KID 
member Ricky Donachie, 
Taychreggan man Ivan Herd, 
who was � rst home on the 
single swim, and a team of 
nine Tayvallich open water 
swimmers. � is Sunday also 
saw the launch of KID’s sec-
ond ski�  named Cruachan. 

� e ski�  got funding from 
a lottery bid and from � e 
Carraig Gheal board of 
trustees.

� e coastal rowing club will 
be competing with two teams 
in this September’s Castle to 
Crane 14-mile race up the 
Clyde involving 100 ski� s.

A ladies team will putting 
the new Cruachan through 
its paces with a men’s team 
rowing the club’s other boat 
called Mingulay.

To � nd out more about 
supporting or joining KID’s 
coastal rowing club,   email 
gordonleveratt@uwclub.net

cue truck arrived there were 
already two � re engines on 
the road working at putting 
out the � re. 

‘A police vehicle was there 
also,’ explained Mr Berry 
who praised the � re service 
and ambulance sta�  who 
were there on the night for ar-
riving quickly and managing 
the situation.

Mr Berry now wants to 
put forward a proposal to 
move a children’s play park, 
sited in front of his home 
at 7 Colonsay Terrace, to a 
wasteland around the corner, 
and put an emergency vehi-
cle-only box in its place.

‘Even if the aerial platform 
could have got through, it 

would have struggled to 
reach number six or number 
seven because of the angles,’ 
he added.

‘With the playpark and 
rubbish bins being there, it 
just doesn’t leave the space. 

‘It would make sense to 
move both a few metres 
around the block and allow 
the emergency vehicles better 
access.

‘Every � at up to number � ve 
is accessible by the car park 
so they just need to extend it 
a bit to cover number six and 
seven.

‘� ere shouldn’t need to 
be any great debate on this. 
It’s a matter of life or death 
and should be treated as a 
priority.’

Mr Berry has been asked 
to give a presentation to 
local councillors and Argyll 
Community Housing 
Association in the next few 
weeks.

George Berry with the 
model he created to 
highlight the problem and 
possible solution.

Swimmers getting ready 
to set o�  across Loch Awe 
at Saturday’s charity event, 
left, and above, kayakers 
helped out with safety 
cover.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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Forces and 
veterans charities 
get sale boost
Easdale branch of the Royal 
British Legion has raised 
£1,700 at its annual sale on 
Seil.

‘�is is an excellent result 

and our thanks go out to all 
the community and visitors 
who attended and supported 
the day.

‘�e event was opened by 
the president of Royal British 
Legion Scotland, General 
Sir Alistair Irwin, who gave 
an excellent encouraging 
speech to everyone.  All the 
money raised will go to 

forces and veterans charities,’ 
said branch secretary Jean 
Alexander.

‘Four of the branch mem-
bers are now octogenarians 
and are still helping the good 
cause,’ she added.

Easdale branch of the 
Royal British Legion at the 
weekend fundraiser.

Now halfway through his 
4 Rivers Challenge, Oban’s 
George Gray and his 
Volkswagen work colleagues 
are warming up for their next 
cold water adventure on the 
River Ta� in Wales, writes 
Fiona Scott.

And with weather con-
ditions turning decidedly 
chillier, things are not getting 
any easier for the quartet 
who are swimming 4 Rivers, 
in 4 Capitals, in 4 Seasons, 4 
Mental Health.

Despite the lowering tem-
peratures, however, George 
and his colleages – Lisa 
Kirkbright, Alex Rose and 
Luke Ayres – remain deter-
mined to raise awareness 

about mental health through 
George’s own personal story 
of losing a son through sui-
cide, promoting the bene�ts 
of open water swimming and 

raising funds for the valuable 
work of Mind, SAMH and 
Inspire.

�e challenge kicked o� in 
Edinburgh in May with the 

�rst swim in the river Forth 
from the Queensferry cross-
ing to the Forth bridge.

�e team were joined by 
one local swimmer who was 
thankful for the chance to 
undertake a swim not o�en 
done and to share their per-
sonal experience in relation 
to how mental health had 
touched their family.

Before they knew it, the 
four were in Belfast in August 
for the second swim in the 
Lagan.

Team member Lisa 
Kirkbright, who was inspired 
to join the challenge to show 
her support for a friend who 
had lost their son to suicide, 
was joined by that friend.

‘�is really helped make the 
team realise that this chal-
lenge is making a di�erence,’ 
said George.

‘�e team enjoyed having 
this support along with an-
other work colleague and the 
local Inspire team. 

‘It spurred us on through 
the rain – not really an issue 
if you are swimming – and 
when we were joined by an-
other guest swimmer in the 
form of a rat.’

George and the team are 
thankful to the people who 
have helped them on the 
way, including safety cover 
in Edinburgh from work 
colleague Phillip Stewart 
and, in Belfast, the team were 

thankful to Isaac Agnes, 
Volkswagen, for the loan of a 
car, and Charles Eves, a friend 
of George, for safety cover.

George added: ‘�e team are 
enjoying the whole challenge 
and feel that they are helping 
to make a di�erence.’

Sights are now �rmly set on 
Cardi� and the river Ta� on 
October 12, which coincides 
with World Mental Health 
Day on October 10.

�e team are grateful for all 
support and donations, and 
they are keen for people to 
like and share their Facebook 
page, 4 Rivers Challenge and 
will appreciate any donations 
to uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/GeorgeGray5.

Two swims down, two to go
George, below left, and 
his colleagues during 
the �rst challenge.
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On August 21, the world 
said farewell to one of the 
� nest sportsmen Scotland 
has ever produced, when he 
was laid to rest in his native 
Aberdeenshire.

Bill Anderson was without 
dispute the greatest Highland 
games athlete of the past 
century, having had a career 
in which he dominated the 
sport for more than 30 years.

Dating from the mid-1800s, 
in the lineage of the great 
stand-out heavies of their 
time  – Donald Dinnie, A A 
Cameron, George Clark – it 
was Bill Anderson who from 
the late 1950s until into the 
1980s was undoubtedly the 
top competitor in this � eld.

Remarkably, at the age 
of 49, in his � nal year of 
competition, he won his last 
Scottish Championship at the 
Crie�  Highland Gathering 
of 1987. � e championship 
at Crie�  was, and still is, 
regarded as the premier 
prize in the Highland games 
circuit, holding more pres-
tige than British or World 
Championships. To win it 
at that age was an incredible 
way to bring closure on an 
unmatched career.

It was on Saturday July 21, 
1956, at the Alford Annual 

Show that Bill Anderson at 
the age of 18 � rst competed 
and from then until he 
retired he threw at home 
and throughout the world, 
dedicating his sporting life to 
Highland games.

A familiar presence at the 
Argyllshire Gathering, at 
the Mull Highland Games, 
at Arisaig and others, he 
was well known on the West 
Coast, as well as on his home 
territory on the east and 
abroad. 

It is a well-known and o� en 
talked about aspect of Bill’s 
career that he was universally 
liked and respected wherever 
he competed.

In an amusing anecdote 
that shows a humorous side 
to his otherwise stern and de-
termined character, a� er re-
turning from the Tobermory 
games on a particularly rough 
ferry crossing, someone was 
gently mocking him because 
he had been badly seasick.

‘Aye,’ said Bill, ‘and I was 
throwing it further than 
anyone else!’

In addition to Highland 
games heavy events, Bill also 
competed successfully as a 
wrestler and as a strongman.  

In 1978, he came second to 
Geo�  Capes in the Britain’s 

Strongest Man competition 
and, although he went on 
to compete in the World’s 
Strongest Man � nal in the 
USA, he had to withdraw 
early due to injury.  � ere is 
footage available on YouTube 
of him competing well in 
the � rst few events of this 
competition.

His brief career in strong-
man, considering his age 
at the time – over 40 – and 
his lack of experience in the 
discipline shows clearly the 
Herculean strength he had, as 
well as the speed, power and 
coordination required for 
his main forte of Highland 
games.

I � rst became a fan of Bill 
Anderson when I read his 
biography, Highland Fling, 
written by Jack Davidson and 
published in 2009.  � e book 
gives a fascinating insight 
into Bill’s career, his charac-
ter and to Highland games 
generally. 

Over the past few weeks I’ve 
spoken to many athletes who 
competed against or were 
judged by Bill Anderson, and 
their adulation and respect 
for him was consistent and in 
every case was immense.  

A true great of Scotland’s 
sporting heritage.

Samples from public waters 
around � sh farms near Oban 
were due to be delivered 
to Scottish ministers this 
week following a weekend of 
protests.

Campaigners, who circled  
various farmed salmon sites, 
took the samples to highlight 
concerns of potentially toxic 
pollution being cast into the 
sea. � ey planned to give 
the samples to Scottish rural 
economy minister Fergus 
Ewing and cabinet environ-
ment secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham.

Don Staniford, director of 
the campaign group Scottish 
Salmon Watch, joined the 
protests with his wife Elena 
Edwards and their two young 
children.

On Sunday they set out from 
Balvicar boatyard with mem-

bers of the Oban Extinction 
Rebellion group, heading for 
salmon farm sites owned by 
Norwegian group Mowi.

Mr Staniford said Mowi 
made it clear they were not 
welcome: ‘� ey were trying to 
keep me away from the site. I 
got to about one metre away 
to take a sample but they were 
manoeuvering their boats to 
block me. � ey clearly didn’t 
want us there,’ he said.

� e Oban Times contacted 
Mowi, but the company said 
it did not wish to comment.

Saturday saw a group of 
about 12 protesters head 
out to Scottish Sea Farms 
sites at Shuna near Appin.
Campaigners with placards 
lined up on a nearby road at 
Loch Linnhe.

When the water-bound 
protesters got to the Shuna 
site, there were no � sh, only 
the workers on watch, said 
Mr Staniford. 

 Health and Safety Manager 
for Scottish Sea Farms Gerry 
McCormick said: ‘Our 
overriding priority was that 

anyone participating should 
remain safe. To help ensure 
this, we had teams on standby 
to assist in case anyone got 
into di�  culty while in the 
water. Only a small handful 
of adults and their children 
turned up on the day, but 
what matters is that each 
returned home safe and well 
– that, for us, was key.’  

Campaigners are calling 
for greater scrutiny of the 
Scottish salmon farming 
industry.

Mr Staniford said: ‘� ere 
are no unannounced inspec-
tions by the authorities which 
gives them time to clean up 
their act when inspectors do 
turn up. On-the-spot checks 
are what we are calling for 
but, until then, citizens will 
do the job.’

Protesters hope handing 
in samples taken this week 
will support their  appeal for 
random checks.

Salmon farm samples 
delivered to Holyrood

Young people are being 
invited to get hands on with 
conservation work at historic 
St Conan’s Kirk.

Later this month the church, 
on the shores of Loch Awe, 
will be hosting its � rst careers 
day. Invites have been sent 
out to students at Oban and 
Lochgilphead High Schools, 
as well as Argyll College.

It was the idea of Friends of 
St Conan’s in a bid to get more 
young people involved in pre-
serving the church for future 
generations to enjoy.

Experts from architects 
to graphic designers and 
stonemasons to sculpture re-
pairers will be there on Friday 
September 20 to tell their own 
stories of how they got into 
that kind of work, from qual-
i� cations to apprenticeships 
and placements, and they will 
talk about their role in helping 
conserve the historic building.

� ere will be lots of demon-
strations and the chance for 
students to get hands-on.

With plenty of time for 
questions and answers, there 
will be about eight di� erent 
stations for students to 
visit during the day, covering 

everything from monument 
restoration to specialist stone 
cleaning, masonry restoration 
and pointing, and the need for 
graphic design in advertising 
and information materials.

It means students taking 
part will be able to say they 
have helped conserve St 
Conan’s – some of the hands-
on opportunities are hoped to 
include cleaning stonework in 
the church’s two side chapels 
working with granite, sand-
stone and marble.

Organisers hope students 
interested in getting jobs in 
creative and construction in-
dustries will take up the o� er 
and get involved.

� e initiative is part of a 
commitment made by St 
Conan’s to Historic Environ-
ment Scotland and Heritage 
Lottery Fund in return for 
their support.

Friends of St Conan’s chair-
man Peter Hennessey said: 
‘� is day’s experience will 
encounter the central themes 
of Curriculum for Excellence 
and creative and construction 
industries and will give an 
insight into the wider world of 
conservation.’ 

Hands-on careers day 
held at St Conan’s Kirk

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk Don Staniford 

with his wife 
and children.
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Diver training is to restart at 
Fort William, almost a year 
a� er � e Underwater Centre 
closed with the loss of nearly 
50 jobs, writes Fiona Scott.

World leading underwater 
capability provider JFD – 
part of James Fisher and Sons 
plc – last week announced it 
had acquired the closed bell 
saturation diving system and 
associated assets formally 
owned by the centre.

� e purchase includes the 
centre’s saturation training 
vessel and the lease of the 
pier in Loch Linnhe, from 
where the new training 
courses will be run.

� e company says there is 
scope once it starts running 
training courses, depending 
on demand, hopefully to 
re-employ many of those 
who lost their jobs when the 
Fort William centre closed 
and capitalise on their 
expertise in the underwater 
training industry.

JFD, which has its reg-
istered headquarters on 
the outskirts of Aberdeen, 
serves the commercial and 
defence diving markets, and 
the acquisition will enable 

JFD to re-establish the lead-
ing global closed bell diver 
training programme – also 
known as sat diver training.

Steve Ham is the former 
Underwater Centre com-
mercial director who is 
now with JFD as business 
development manager and 
he says he is delighted with 
the move.

‘I’ve always really strongly 
believed there was a market 
for such courses and training 
and that Fort William was 
the perfect place to deliver 
these courses,’ he said.

‘Now we can get back to 
doing what we should never 
have stopped doing.’

On the issue of jobs and 
former sta�  being hired, Mr 
Ham added: ‘It’s really hard 
to say how many jobs could 
be created but it will be a 
low number of permanent 
positions involved.

‘However, we will be run-
ning courses and, according 
to the level of need, we would 
absolutely be looking to 
bring in local people for such 
courses and capitalise on the 
expertise of sta�  who worked 
there before.’

Leading provider dives 
in at Fort William

Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI is 
hosting its annual Maritime 
Day on Saturday September 
7, with the events kicking o�  
at noon.

Aiming to build on the 
success of last year’s day, 
this year’s event will be the 
biggest yet, with demonstra-
tions from Kyle, Mallaig and 
Portree lifeboats, as well as 
the Coastguard helicopter.   
Local Coastguard teams, the 
police and � re brigade will 
also be there throughout 
the day, as will the Lochalsh 
Junior Pipe Band.

Andrew MacDonald, Kyle 
of Lochalsh RNLI crew 
member and volunteer 
press o�  cer, said: ‘Weather 
permitting, we will have the 
local kayaking club enabling 
people to get out on the water, 
while onshore you can have 
a free safety check of any 
lifejackets you bring along.

‘� e day will begin with 

the annual Kyleakin to Kyle 
swim, which sees competitors 
swimming between the two 
slipways. 

‘� en, later in the a� ernoon, 
the tractor pulling compe-
tition is making a welcome 
return, where teams of six 

people see how fast they can 
pull our launching tractor 
over a set distance – it’s a lot 
harder than it looks!

‘� e day will be rounded 
o�  with the annual Kyle � re 
brigade ra�  race.  � is year’s 
race will be a little di� erent as 

the teams will all be supplied 
with the same materials and 
will have to build their ra� s 
before they can take to the 
water.’

� e event takes place at Kyle 
of Lochalsh RNLI, Fishery 
Pier, Kyle of Lochalsh.

Kyle RNLI to host 
its Maritime Day

Left: Stormy Stan, the RNLI 
mascot, is sure to put in an 
appearance at this year’s 
event. Last year he helped 
the volunteers re-enact 
an emergency situation 
to show visitors to the 
Maritime Day what they do.

Right, tractor-pulling 
event will return on 
Saturday.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 5 September 2019 NEWS 13

OT

The Tobermory crew will feature in the third programme in Saving Lives at Sea.

Mull lifeboat to feature in TV documentary
� e volunteer crew of 
Tobermory RNLI will take 
to the small screen next 
week, on Tuesday September 
10, when they feature in the 
third episode of the BBC TV 
series, Saving Lives at Sea.

Now in its fourth sea-
son, the documentary 
series, which showcases 
the lifesaving work of the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI), will 
be aired on BBC Two on 
Tuesdays at 8pm, as well as 
being available on the BBC 
iPlayer following broadcast.

� e new 10-part series 
features real rescues car-
ried out by the charity’s 
volunteer lifeboat crews 
and lifeguards around the 
UK and Ireland – including 
Tobermory.

Each programme gives a 
unique insight into the lives 

and work of the charity’s 
lifesavers who are needed 
more than ever before, 
rescuing thousands of people 
and saving hundreds of lives 
around our coastline and on 
inland waterways every year.

As well as featuring more 
dramatic real-life rescue 
footage, the new series will 
include emotive testimo-
nials from the volunteer 
crews, lifeguards and the 
people they rescue and their 
families.

Tuesday’s episode sees 
Tobermory RNLI go to the 
aid of a yacht in a midsum-
mer storm, alongside rescue 
stories from their colleagues 
at other stations and beach-
es around our coasts.

Tobermory RNLI cox-
swain David McHa�  e said: 
‘It’s great to see the work we 
do on TV like this. We’re 

always grateful for the sup-
port we get from the public 
as we rely on donations to 
do what we do, so we’re 
pleased that all our support-
ers now get to see, from the 
comfort and safety of their 
own front rooms, exactly 
how they help us save lives.’

Filming took place over 
the past year, with lifeboat 
crews and lifeguards car-
rying special cameras and 
welcoming � lm-makers 
into their day-to-day lives.

Rescues from the RNLI’s 
archives are also revisited 
and viewers get a glimpse 
into the everyday lives of 
the thousands of men and 
women who give up their 
time to save lives.

Last year alone, RNLI life-
boat crews around the UK 
and Ireland rescued 9,412 
people, saving 211 lives.

Lucky Isle of Mull visitor 
Brian Redpath, 52, from 
Northern Ireland got the 
surprise of his life when the 
elusive sea eagle chick at 
Mull Eagle Watch this year 
put on quite a show for him.

Only days out of the nest 
at Craignure Golf Club, 
the chick had barely � own 
at all, preferring to walk 
everywhere.

But Brian was in the right 
place at the right time when 
the Mull Eagle Watch sea 
eagle chick � nally took to 
the skies over the Craignure 
golf course.

RSPB Scotland’s Mull 
o�  cer David Sexton sent 
the photographs saying: 
‘A� er last year’s sad failure 
we’ve been worrying day 
and night about this chick, 
so to see him taking his � rst 
� ight and looking so strong 
and con� dent is just the best 
possible news.

‘We can sleep a little more 
soundly now knowing he’s 
on his way. Brian did an 
amazing job capturing these 

shots and we’re so grateful 
to him for sending them 
to us. � e chick and adult 
eagles are now showing very 
well on a daily basis for our 
visitors.’

Brian said: ‘It was just a 
case of being in the right 
place at the right time as 
the eaglet � nally spread his 
wings and took to the skies 
for the � rst time.’

Trips to see the eaglet 
and his parents run until 
September 20.

Mull Eagle Watch is 
run by the Mull and Iona 
Community Trust, RSPB 
Scotland, Scottish Natural 
Heritage, Forestry and 
Land Scotland, and Police 
Scotland.

Sea eagle chick takes fl ight
From scru� y chick to 
stunning � edgling, 
the Mull Eagle Watch 
sea eagle chick � nally 
took to the wing. More 
photographs at www.
obantimes.co.uk
Photographs: Justin Grant (chick in nest), 
all others Brian Redpath.
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Last � ursday (August 29) 
saw the latest outing for Mull 
Sheepdog Trial, with the event 
marking the trial’s 110th 
anniversary.

However, weather and tide 
are no respecters of special oc-
casions, and the running was 
on packets of four Blackface 
hoggs on a wild and wet day, 
with entries down due to 
issues with the ferries.

Hugh Munro, of Tomatin, 
judged 28 dogs on the day.

Ahead of the event, Je�  
Moore wrote to tell us why the 
event is so special.

He said: ‘Mull Sheepdog 
Trial was founded in 1909, 
when the Mull and Morvern 
Agricultural Society formed 
a sub-committee with a brief 
“to encourage the breeding 
of a better type of sheepdog 
in the district and the more 
e�  cient handling of such dogs 
by farmers and shepherds, 
and thus indirectly, to raise 
the standard of sheep farming 
in general”.

‘It must be remembered 
that at that time there would 
have been in excess of 100 
sheep farmers and employed 

shepherds working on the 
island. � e Mull trial was one 
of the earliest to be held on the 
west coast of Scotland and the 
trial has been held annually in 
August ever since, apart from 
during the war years.

‘� e early records were lost 
during the Second World War 
and the above information 
was found when searching 
records of the Agricultural 
Society, which are held at the 
museum in Tobermory.

‘For many years, the 
entrants were con� ned to 
farmers and shepherds living 
and working full-time in the 
Mull and Morvern area, Coll, 
Tiree and the Small Isles.

‘In 1926, Miss Lithgow of 
Glengorm presented a � ne 
silver trophy for the winner. 
� is was won for next two 
years by Kenneth MacAskill 
of   Lettermore, with his 
dog Chance. He was also a 
keen horse man and showed 
a Highland mare, bought 
from Calgary, at the Royal 
Highland Show in 1927.

‘� e MacAskill family loved 
Mull but in 1928, the newly 
formed Forestry Commission 
bought all the hill ground at 
Lettermore for trees, render-
ing the farm unviable as a hill 
sheep farm and with regret 
they had to leave.

‘A� er the war years, the trial 

was revived in 1955, when a 
new committee was formed 
under the chairmanship 
of Angus MacGillivray of 
Glenforsa. Other committee 
members, who will be famil-
iar names to many, included 
Alastair MacColl, Ulva, and 
Lachie Maclean, Knock. 
� e important position of 
secretary was held by Doris 
MacLachlan from Glen Aros 
from 1960 to 1975, to be fol-
lowed by Netta MacDougall of 
Tobermory until her death in 
2008. � e position is now held 
by Enid Moore, of Gruline.

‘Previous records were 
missing and there were no 
funds for prize money and ex-
penses, so an entertainments 
committee was formed and a 
number of whist drives and 
dances were held. Prize money 

was set at £100, which was a 
lot of money in those days.

‘With fewer shepherds 
employed, the number of 
competitors dropped. As a 
result, it was decided in 1960 
to open the trial to the whole 
county of Argyll.

‘For some years now, the 
trial has become open to 
anyone willing to travel, al-
though there are still trophies 
for the best local entrant 
and the highest pointed 
working shepherd. Entries 
are now received from as far 
north as Shetland and as far 
south as Yorkshire. � e trial 
attracts many of Scotland’s 
top sheepdog hand lers 
including international 
champion Stuart Davidson 
from Dunoon and Scottish 
champion John MacKillop. 
Spectators are made welcome 
and the trial is well supported 
by both visitors and locals. 
Catering is provided on the 
� eld and there is a ra�  e with 
many fabulous prizes, which 
make it a great day out.’

� is year, as part of the 110th 
anniversary celebrations, the 
organisers had doubled the 

prize money. Je�  continued: 
‘We had hope to attract more 
competitors. � ere have been 
very few local entries in recent 
years, despite the fact that 
there are still plenty of island 
farmers working with very 
good dogs every working 
day. � ere was also a special 
con� ned class with trophy 
and prize money for those 
entering for the � rst time.’
Results: 
 1. Brendan Smith, Shetland, 
Chip, 97 of 100; 2. Stuart 
Davidson, Sandbank, Dunoon, 
Queen, 93; 3. Michael MacNally, 
Invergarry, Ash, 91; 4. Stuart 
Davidson, Maid, 90; 5. John 
MacKillop, Fort Augustus, Ben. 
89; 6. Brendan Smith, Lass, 86.
 Outrun, lift and fetch: Alastair 
Cameron, Callander, Jess.
 Best pen, John MacLachlan, 
Spean Bridge, Mirk.
 Shepherd’s Cup: John 
MacKillop.
 Two-dog aggregate: Brendan 
Smith.
 Local: 1. James Shanks, 
Lochaline, Joe, 85; 2. Enid Moore, 
Gruline, 82; 3. James Shanks, 
Kim, 76; two-dog aggregate, 
James Shanks.

Mull celebrates 110th trials
Far left, Mull and Morvern 
Sheepdog Trial winner, 
2019, Brendan Smith 
from Shetland; and, left, 
Kenneth MacCaskill of 
Lettermore, trial winner 
in 1926 and 1927, and the 
� rst winner of The Miss 
Lister of Glengorm trophy.

2-night stay at the Royal Hotel or  
 Ugadale Hotel & Cottages From just  

£162* PP

machtoberfest

is back 1-31 st october

incredible golf
luxurious accomodations

live music

delicious Beer

*Hotel stay and golf rounds subject to availability. Rates include VAT and £3 nightly resort fee, and are based 
on four people sharing a two-bedroom cottage or two people sharing a hotel room.  †Vouchers are non-
transferable, have no cash value, and must be used during your stay. Offer valid 1 October - 31 October 2019. 

• Daily cooked breakfasts
• £40† food & drink voucherfor any 

of our our pubs or restaurants! 
(†£80 voucher in Cottages)

• Unlimited Golf at Mach Dunes
• Discounted Golf at Machrihanish 

Golf Club

reservations@machdunes.com
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Inveraray’s George Hotel won the 
coveted Pub of the Year accolade and 
Hotel Bar of the Year at the 24th annual 
Scottish Bar and Pub Awards. 

The event is the longest-established 
awards of its kind in Scotland. 

Pub of the Year was in recognition 
of the George being the crème de la 
crème of all the award-winners on the 
night, while in the Hotel Bar of the 
Year category, the George beat o�  
sti�  competition from Dakota Hotel 
Glasgow, the Raeburn in Edinburgh and 
East Kilbride’s Torrance Hotel. 

The George has been in the Clark 
family for 158 years and Chris Clark 
picked up the awards on the night – 
including a handsome mirror inscribed 
with the pub’s name. 

Organiser and DRAM publisher Susan 
Young said: ‘Pubs and bars in Scotland 
have an international reputation and it 
is easy to see why. This year’s honours 
went to pubs and bars that were voted 
for by customers and people in the 
trade, with a record number of nomina-
tions received.’

More than 500 of the industry’s 
movers and shakers attended the 
awards ceremony at Glasgow’s � ve-star 
Hilton Hotel. 

Ms Young continued: ‘The latest in-
dustry data shows that pubs in Scotland 
directly employ 52,000 people and 
support another 15,000. Financially, it 
contributes more than £1.5 billion to the 
Scottish economy overall. The industry 
is very much at the heart of the Scottish 
economy and those who are embracing 
excellence and service deserve to be 
applauded.’

Inveraray hotel 
scoops double win 
at industry Oscars

� is week the Isle of Skye has become the � rst 
region to o� er an arti� cial intelligence infor-
mation service for tourists.

Using world-leading technology, Calum 
MacDonald has created a 24/7 live informa-
tion service to answer any questions visitors to 
the isle might have.

� e Tourist Chatbot, called Donald, which 
has been in development for the past year, uses 
arti� cial intelligence to respond to tourists in 
real time and is accessed via Donaldfromskye.
com.

Calum explains: ‘I created the Donald from 
Skye platform in response to a backlash we 
were experiencing on the Isle of Skye around 
tourism. It has taken me the best part of a 
year to be able to bring to life my vision with 
the Tourist Chatbot, but I couldn’t be happier 
with the results. � e bot is pretty good at un-
derstanding people – just don’t swear at him or 
ask him where his troosers are!’

� e potential for the Tourist Chatbot is huge, 
providing valuable insights over time that can 
inform the tourism strategy on Skye. 

Donaldfromskye.com has been designed 
with the functionality to show where the ‘hot 
spots’ are in real-time. All people need to do is 
download the Explore Skye app. From the GPS 
map to the live chat facility, visitors can be di-
rected to other attractions to avoid congestion.

Calum is calling on all tourism businesses on 
Skye and VisitScotland to get behind Donald 
from Skye and the Tourist Chatbot, saying: 
‘Skye is the � rst place to have this and people 
should be very proud and promote him. 

‘� e uses for this technology are incredible. 
I’m hoping it’s going to get the right backing 
from VisitScotland and other regional des-
tination management organisations (DMO) 
because that’s what this is – a complete DMO 
interactive communications platform. 

‘I am in discussions with other DMOs 
around the world who are keen to create their 
version of Donald from Skye. 

‘� is model is a no brainer to me: every 
place should have one – it is local knowledge 
programmed by local people. � e information 

is unbiased and represents all businesses and 
facilities on the island.’

Since launching, Donald from Skye has 
been translated into Mandarin – re� ecting a 
growing popularity of the Isle of Skye with the 
Chinese – and the � rst GPS enabled map for 
the island was also introduced to the platform.

A list of topics programmed into the bot 
so far are: hello/greetings; weather; trains; 

buses; ferries; taxis; car hire; public toilets; 
boat trips; tour guides; banking; cash; fuel/
petrol/diesel; electric charging points; police; 
accident; emergency; Coastguard; mountain 
rescue; doctors; hospitals; car breakdowns; 
� at tyres; swimming; play pool; accommo-
dation; hotels; B&Bs; eating; church; Fergie/
tractors; golf; where’s yer troosers; abusive 
language, wi� .

World’s fi rst tourist 
chatbot is launched

The Tourist Chatbot, 
called Donald, uses 
arti� cial intelligence to 
respond to tourists in 
real time.

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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MP opens feed plant at Kyleakin, Skye
� e new pier facilities at 
Kyleakin Feed Plant were o�  -
cially opened by Lochaber MP 
Ian Blackford.

� e newly refurbished and 
extended pier means both 
ingredients and the � nal feed 
product can be transported by 
sea, keeping road haulage to a 
minimum.

Its opening marks a major 
milestone in the journey to-
wards � nal completion of the 
feed plant, which is currently 
undergoing testing as part of 
its commissioning phase.

Fi� y-� ve people now work on 
the site, with more than 60 per 
cent recruited from the local 
area.

Mick Watts, Mowi’s project 
director and global engineer, 
who has overseen the project 
from its inception, said: ‘We’ve 
been delighted at the warm re-
ception we’ve received from the 
community and would like to 
thank them for their patience 
over the past few years.

‘It’s also been great to build 
such a strong team here on site 
and we’re particularly pleased 
we have been able to provide 
employment for so many local 
people.

‘� is is a big step forward for 
us as the pier facilities are an 
integral part of the company’s 

investment on this site. We’re 
also hopeful the plant will be 
� nished in the coming months.’

Mr Blackford congratulated 
Mowi on completion of the 
pier facilities, saying: ‘We 
should never underestimate 
the importance of the salmon 
farming industry to this part 

of the world. We are passionate 
about creating opportunities 
for young people and their 
families to live here and the 
salmon industry is playing an 
important role in that. Food 
and drink are an important 
part of Scotland’s economy 
going forward and salmon is 
now our largest food export.’

� e plant will produce � sh 
feed to supply Mowi’s salmon 
farms across the western 
Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland, as well as Ireland, 
Norway and the Faroe Islands. 

It will provide for a range of 
salmon diets, including organic 
feed for Ireland and Scotland, 
as well as specialist brood stock 
and freshwater feeds. � e plant 
has the capacity to produce 
170,000 tonnes of feed pellets 
a year.

Mowi built its � rst feed plant 
in Norway and hopes to build 
a third in Canada to support 
its salmon farming operation 
there.

Ian Blackford MP (right) is pictured with Mick Watts, Mowi’s 
project director and global engineer. 

Businesses in Lochaber are being invited 
to attend a free workshop on how they 
can bene� t from innovation.

� e workshop will be held in the Ben 
Nevis Hotel, Fort William, between 
10.30am and 1pm on September 12, and 
is being run by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE).

It forms part of the Co-Innovate pro-
gramme, launched in 2017 to encourage 
research and innovation among small to 
medium enterprises in some of the most 
fragile areas of western Scotland.

Vicki Hazley, Co-Innovate programme 
manager at HIE, said: ‘� e workshop will 
explain how the Co-Innovate programme 
can bene� t businesses in Lochaber. 
Innovation means di� erent things to 
di� erent sectors and businesses and goes 
well beyond technology development.

‘Co-Innovate speci� cally addresses the 
challenges of growing a business through 
innovation in remote and rural areas. 
Consultancy, research and development 
funding and support for input from cross 
border academic institutions are some of 
the ways Co-Innovate can help.’

Anyone interested should contact vicki.
hazley@hient.co.uk.

Lochaber � rms invited 
to innovation workshop

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood 
which can receive goods

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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A cave man for four days on Jura

‘You’re mad!’ was the general opinion of most 
of my friends when they heard that a boyhood 
ambition to holiday on the uninhabited west 
coast of Jura was about to become a reality.

� e trip was to chart a course through the 
Corryvreckan whirlpool, Europe’s most 
dangerous tide-race, in order to spend a long 
weekend living in a cave among wild goats and 
spiders on an adder-infested island.

I had my reservations, but was not going to 
be deterred. As a boy, I had been in� uenced 
by an islander’s thrilling legends of giants, 
whirlpools, caves, Fingalian warriors and of 
the supposed treasures of Beinn an Oir, the 
Mountain of Gold. � e Viking invaders called 
the island Deura – deer island – a� er the wild 
herds that roamed over it.

Years later, I had heard from Ian and Cubby 
Mackinnon from Jura that some of the large 
caves along the island’s west coast were used 
as shelters by funeral parties conveying the 
bodies of friends, and relatives to the sacred 
burial-grounds of Oronsay and Craignish.

More recently, I had come across a lit-
tle-known local tradition that Robert the Bruce 
and his henchman Angus Og MacDonald had 
hidden in one of the Jura caves a� er their 
skirmish with the MacDougalls at the Pass of 
Brander in 1308. And that it was here and not 
on Rathlin Island, o�  Ulster, that Bruce sup-
posedly encountered the spider that inspired 
him to keep on trying to overthrow English 
rule.

� e prospect of exploring this piece of Jura 
in mid-May, with no bracken or midges, was 
enhanced by having a companion, Brian 
Wilson, author and conservationist, who had 
passed this way before on a solo canoe journey 
around Scotland. Moreover, I discovered from 
his book, Blazing Paddles, that he was a sur-
vival instructor. His presence was reassuring.

� e main purpose of our visit was to explore 
the many caves for signs of early occupation. 
� e early inhabitants of Jura probably did not 
live only in caves, but some of these primitive 
refuges had yielded archaeological � nds, 
including some 9,000-year-old bone and � int 
implements. Few of the caves on the northern 
section of coastline had been thoroughly 
investigated.

I was keen to go, yet bothered particularly by 
one thing: adders, Scotland’s only poisonous 
snakes. Tales of ‘huge serpents’ crawling into 
the caves at night for warmth had an unsettling 
e� ect and the advice from the Mackinnon 
brothers that they were likely to be less frisky 
in May than in June determined the date but 
did little to assuage my concerns.

Where to linger and which cave to choose? It 
was preferably to be free of dead goats in var-
ying stages of decay. An hour’s search and we 
settled on one near the head of Glentrosdale 
Bay, with a 20�  high entrance, fully twice 
that deep and half as broad, where there was 
not only fresh running water, but a plentiful 
supply of dri� wood thrown up on the nearby 
beach.

For sheer desolation and raw landscape, the 
north coast of Jura is unique. � e crumbling 
cli�  which extends more or less the entire 

length of the west coast is punctuated by a 
few shingle beaches and deep streams. Raised 
beaches, relics of the Ice Age, are now high 
above the level of the sea but still have shore-
line birds nesting on them whose eggs are a 
welcome treat for hungry adders, and provide 
a feeling of uncharted territory, much akin to 
an Arctic wilderness. We had visitors that � rst 
night.

In the gloaming, a herd of wild goats, keen 
to gorge themselves on the tangle of succulent 
kelp stems le�  behind by the most recent high 
tide, descended from the high ground. An 
hour later 30 of them stood at the entrance 
to our cave snorting, head-shaking and 
hoof-stamping, clearly annoyed by having 
their lodgings taken over. More dri� wood was 
put on the � re to deter them and they ambled 
o�  seeking shelter elsewhere.

� ey belonged to the largest herd of feral 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
Urras Coimhearsnachd Bhràdhagair 
agus Àrnoil (UCBA), the Bragar and Arnol 
Community Trust, on the west side of 
Lewis, has introduced a fundraising 
initiative which will also ensure a lasting 
memorial to people with a connection 
to the area.

The trust was formed in 2012 and is 
redeveloping Grinneabhat, the former 
Bragar School, to provide enhanced 
community facilities along with a hostel, 
àite cèilidh café and a laundrette.

O’ Mac Construction Limited are main 
contractors for the project, with Tighean 
Innse Gall as project managers on behalf 
of UCBA.

Work on the development is on track 
and completion is expected in early 
summer 2020.

As part of its fundraising for Grinne-
abhat, UCBA has invited supporters at 

home and abroad to 
sponsor 100 tiles. 

Each supporter 
will supply a 
photograph 
of the person/
people they wish 

to commemorate, 
and text detailing 

their sloinne-
adh/name, 
which will 

then be � red on to a tile. The tiles will 
be a prominent, permanent feature in 
Grinneabhat when the building reopens. 
Each tile will be handmade and unique, 
and costs £100.

Catriona Campbell, chairwoman of 
UCBA, said: ‘Like other community 
organisations, we need to be look at 
di� erent ways of raising funds, particu-
larly now with this major redevelopment 
ongoing. As well as being a � tting way 
to commemorate people from the 
community, the tiles will an eye-catching 
artwork in their own right.

‘I will certainly be buying one with a 
picture of my late parents, who both 
went to Bragar School.’

To order a tile, or for more information, 
please phone 01851 710210 or email 
info@bragararnol.org

Project o� ers a 
lasting chance 
to remember

One of the tiles.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

From the Roamer archive comes this photograph, which declares: ‘Homecoming of 
Locheil and Lady Hermione Cameron’.

Our archive this week produces a photograph from the summer of 1997 but has no other 
information. If you know who is in the snapshot or what the occasion was, please email 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

A cave man for four days on Jura

goats in Britain. Robert the Bruce had held 
them in esteem when they discouraged his 
pursuers above Loch Lomond from entering 
a cave in which he was hiding. Consequently, 
he issued a decree that goats should never be 
molested. Gaelic lore has references to these 
creatures killing adders and, subsequently, 
giving me some peace of mind!

Our plan was to investigate as many of the 40 
or so caves shown on Ordnance Survey maps 
between the Gulf of Corryvreckan and Loch 
Tarbert. Soon, however, we discovered caves 
by the hundred. One, though, was distinctive 
in being a bothy used by shepherds and stalk-
ers not that long ago. It had stone benches and 
had been wood-lined.

We wondered whether this was the place in 
which the Edinburgh scientist Dr John Walker 
might have worked during his classic experi-
ments conducted on Jura in 1812, concerning 

the boiling-point of water at sea level and high 
elevations. However, the remains of sheep-
shears, brass cartridges and empty whisky 
bottles were less to do with past research and 
more with recent times.

Caves are more numerous further south 
along this inhospitable coast. �ey are grave-
yards for livestock, especially the young goats 
and deer born in January and February. We 
found the remains of a kid and a yearling deer 
calf lying side by side. �ey must have lain 
together for warmth, only to be overcome by 
cold and hunger. It was a pathetic sight.

Near Glengarrisdale, there is a cave shown 
on the Ordnance Survey map as Maclean’s 
Skull Cave. Allegedly, the skull belonged to a 
Maclaine of Lochbuie who had been killed on 
the �eld in front of the old house, which is now 
looked a�er by the Scottish Mountain Bothy 
Association, in a �ght with the Campbells in 
1647.

We could �nd no trace of the skull or its 
rock-shelter, but we did have our share of ex-
citement when we discovered a large and very 
much alive stag sheltering from the scorching 
heat in another cave nearby as it rushed out. I 
was knocked to the ground and, when I strug-
gled to my feet, realised that I was wrapped in 
a spider’s web that was thick with huge we�s of 
ancient-looking gossamer.

Later that day, beyond Glengarrisdale, I dis-
covered more of these webs and saw the large, 
grey and white spiders which make them.

All too quickly our time had come to an end 
but before departing we took the opportunity 
to visit Breacan’s Cave where this Scandinavian 
prince is said to be buried. Close by its entrance, 
we found the smooth side-slabs of a prehistoric 
stone cist or co�n. It had been robbed many 
years ago and nothing now remained to sug-
gest this had been a royal tomb.

We may not have made any startling historic 
�nds, but at least we could con�rm that there 
are su�cient caves on the west coast of Jura 
to hide an army – and that some of them 
contained spiders.

A return to this fascinating coastline to 
discover more was planned, as what could be 
more in the tradition of Robert the Bruce than 
to try, try and try again?

Jura’s wild and rugged north-west 
coastline and caves and, inset, Glegarris-
dale, the scene of a battle between the 
Maclaines and the Campbells.  
Photographs: Iain Thornber
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Call for readers to join 
charity’s walk of hope
I work for Brain Tumour Research and I’m 
hoping your readers can help me.

On September 28, we will be taking part in a 
series of walks around the UK to raise money 
and awareness of our cause. 

In Scotland, we’re going to climb the 
Cobbler, one of the Southern Highlands’ most 
iconic hill walks. And we would love if any of 
your readers wanted to join us.

� e route is a challenging seven miles and 
has a fairly steep ascent. We estimate it will 
take between four and six hours to complete, 
and at the peak there should be magni� cent 
views of Loch Lomond and beyond. Pray for 
clear skies!

� e walk starts in Arrochar near the head 
of Loch Long. We’ve teamed up with the Slanj 
pub in Tarbet again, which is kindly providing 
us with free parking and, for just £5, walkers 
can enjoy a bacon roll before we start at 10am 
and there will be a bowl of hearty soup and roll 
to come back to.

You can � nd more information and 
register via the link: www.braintumourre-
search.org/fundraise/take-on-a-challenge/
event/2019/09/29/take-on-the-challenge/the-
cobbler-walk-of-hope-ben-arthur-scotland

We hope to see you there!
Joe Woollcott, Brain Tumour Research.

Wild camping concerns see 
Taynuilt pierwatch launched
It was heartening to read the article in last 
weeks Oban Times about calls to address the 
increasing concerns regarding wild camping 
and its e� ects on the environment. 

It was very timely to the villagers in 
Taynuilt who have seen a year of increase in 
campervans and wild camping at the piers 
leading to serious concerns about tra�  c and 
parking safety (both at the piers and in lanes 
where there are no pavements), human waste, 
substance abuse concerns and litter. � e land 
is privately owned so therefore requires per-
mission to camp there and to light � res. � e 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code is only relevant 
to pedestrians and not motor vehicles and the 
site should not be considered as a campsite.

However, there is a cost to our wildlife which 
is also becoming very evident from surveys 
and observations by those locals who follow 

our wildlife. We have a precious diversity of 
wildlife at the piers which have this year be-
gun to change their behaviours owing to the 
high number of people, vehicles, dogs, noise 
and litter. 

� e number of people who have started 
parking on the beach and at the grass at 
Flounders pond have in� uenced the night rest 
of geese and the movement of otters which 
have protection over their holts and move-
ments raising cubs, for example, by  Scottish 

Natural Heritage. � ere may be unintentional 
business around the area, but wildlife crime 
does not only include intentional actions. 

Signs should alert the public of potential 
wildlife crime and raise awareness of the 
delicate balance that the wildlife has a right 
to expect. � ere have been many issues with 
� shing line caught around swans’ legs, hooks 
le�  where children play, � re scarring in many 
places, a calf who was eating and choking 
on a black bag, plus beer cans, toilet paper 

LOCHABER

We at � e Oban Times have long been 
admirers of Hope Kitchen, the splendid 
and award-winning charity that helps 
vulnerable and marginalised members of 
our community.

Indeed, we have sung the praises of the 
team at the Soroba Road headquarters on 
many occasions in these pages, and make 
no apology for doing so here once again.

As we report this week, New Hope 
Kitchen is making an appeal for more 
people to step forward as volunteers to help 
with the charity’s work.

As coordinator Catriona Petit said: 
‘Volunteers are what makes Hope Kitchen 
such a amazing place and although 
they currently have a fantastic group of 
dedicated people giving their time, they 
need more to make sure that they can 
continue to o� er the service they do for the 
people of Oban.’

New Hope Kitchen is hosting an open 
day to let people see its work, and we would 
encourage anyone who can to go along.

Please try to o� er 
support to Oban’s 
New Hope Kitchen

Jetskis posed a threat 
to users of Oban Bay
� e actions of three jetskiers in Oban 
Bay are foolhardy at best and downright 
dangerous at worst.

Chasing a ferry and � shing vessel and 
weaving between the marker buoys 
that are there as a safety measure for all 
demonstrated a degree of stupidity that is 
di�  cult to describe.

� e Coastguard, CalMac and Oban’s 
harbour o�  ce were all quick to condemn 
the behaviour and rightly so. 

Safety for all users in the bay is of 
paramount importance and there is a 
valuable code of practice drawn up for 
precisely that reason. � ese jetskiers 
should be ashamed of themselves.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week. 
If you have a photograph you would 

like to see published here, send it to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Togaidh an obair an � ianais! 
Sean� acal Gàidhlig eile a tha 
gun teagamh fìor, ach an tug 
sibh riamh an aire dha fear 
a’ buntainn ri cluaineas?  Ma 
tha feadhainn ann cha deach 
agamsa air an lorg. � og sin 
ceist an robh leithid de rud 
ri cluaineas ann am feall-
sanachd, gun � iachaibh air 
eòlas-beatha, ar sinnsearan?  

Fad linntean bha daoine 
cho bochd ‘s nach robh gan 
cumail beò ach na thrusadh 
neo na bhuaineadh iad agus 
nan sguireadh iad bhàsa-
icheadh iad le acras. Sin a 
dh’adhbharaich cleachdadh 
gum biodh ball de theaghlach 
a’ dèanamh dachaigh cuide ri 
pàrantan gus aire agus taic a 
thoirt dhaibh nan seann aois. 

Gu dearbh tha gu leòr a 
tha ris an aon chleachdadh 
� athast ged a tha taic peinn-
sein agus sochairean eile ann 
a-nise nach robh aig gineala-
ichean a chaidh romhainn. 
Ged a bha taic airgid pheinn-
seanan beaga ga chumail ri 
cuid an siud ‘s an seo thar 
nam bliadhnaichean, theag-
amh airson leithid obair-
airm dha ceann-cinnidh, ‘s 
� iach cuimhneachadh gur 
e sochair gu math ùr a th’ 
anns a’ pheinnsean-stàite 
a th’ againn a-nise agus a 
tha na chuideachadh cho 

cudromach.  Ach mur eil aig 
seann neach sam bith ach an 
teachd-a-steach sin tha an 
cuid sporan gu math tana 
agus tha sinn a’ faicinn agus 
a’ cluinntinn sgeulachdan 
duilich cha mhòr gach latha 
mu chuid a dh’� eumas acras 
� ulang gus ruigheachd air 
an dachaigh a bhlàthachadh.  

� a an ìre leasachaidh air 
peinnsean-stàite a thogadh 
na daoine sin à bochdainn, 
agus a bheireadh dhaibh 
co� urtachd agus fèin-spèis, 
doirbh � aicinn ann an 
suidheachadh sam bheil 
ionmhas poblach fo leithid de 
theannachadh leantainneach 
agus tha taic charthannais 
agus bhancaichean-bìdh gu 
bhith cudromach fad ùine 
romhainn. 

Mar a bhios � os aig co-dhiù 
cuid agaibh tha an “tre-
as-roinn” air a bhith a’ fàs fad 
ùine mhòr agus tha barrachd 
uallaich airson taicean coim-
hearsnachd de gach seòrsa 
a’ tuiteam air carthannais 
mhòra, agus bheaga, mar 
a tha maoin sheirbheisean 
poblach ga shìor � àsgadh.  

‘S e rud a tha draghail gum 
bheil na carthannais an 
eisimeil taic airgid bho bhu-
idhnean poblach cuideachd 
agus tha na gearraidhean 
ann am maoin poblach a-nise 

a’ toirt droch bhuaidh air 
obair mhòran dhiubh, aig àm 
sam bheil còrr air ochdad sa 
cheud aca den bheachd gum 
bheil iarrtas taice bhuapa a’ 
fàs. Chan iongnadh dragh 
a bhith air mòran de na 
buidhnean sin, agus nach b’ 
iomchaidh luach às ùr a chur 
air na mìltean a tha a’ togail 
� anais le obair saor-thoileach 
a’ cur taic ri beatha uimhir 
feadh na dùthcha. 

Nuair a dh’� aighnich 
cuideigin dha ceannard a 
bha os mo chionn uair dè a’ 
Ghàidhlig a bh’ air “volun-
teer”, � reagair esan “ama-
dan”. Nach math gum bheil 
uimhir de “dh’amadain” mar 
sin ann!

Charitable and voluntary 
work is a sign of a civilised 
society, but it is worrying to 
note that as demand on the 
third sector is growing, so, 
too, is its capability being 
diminished by reductions in 
its public sector support. 

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

and many other undesirable items just le�  
on the grass. � ere has also been an increase 
in damage to trees at the beach where people 
have cut o�  live wood for � res with some using 
chainsaws.

Last week a group of villagers launched a 
pierwatch group to look at how we can help 
make inroads with litter and then to increase 
liaison with other agencies in order to raise 
the pro� le of residents (including wildlife 
residents) so that people can again enjoy the 

area they live in and feel safe when going to 
the piers. Your article cites the expectations 
of Mountaineering Scotland that calls for 
greater responsibility by government agencies, 
councils and national organisations to develop 
local management plans. While volunteer 
groups are admirable, they hold no strategic 
or legal potential and in order to protect 
volunteers and e� ect long-term management, 
we would welcome an overarching body of 
support. � ere is much concern but also much 
willingness to make change.

Rosie Robinson, Taynuilt.

Himalayan balsam needs 
removed to save biodiversity 
I’ve just returned from a lovely holiday in 
the Oban area. It’s such a beautiful part of 
the world, but I was really alarmed to see 
the proliferation of the highly invasive plant 
Himalayan balsam all along the A828 from 
Oban up to Fort William.  

Where I live in North Wales, it has become a 
massive problem – it out-competes our native 
plants and grows so densely that a� er several 
years you � nd nothing else growing beneath it.  
� is is a problem both for our native biodiver-
sity but also for farmers and grazers – sheep in 
particular won’t touch it and their pasture is 
much reduced where it invades. 

� e good news is that it is really easy to erad-
icate, it just takes time (and clearly the more 
plants there are, the more time it will take).  

� e plant is very easily pulled up and if it 
is well crushed under foot it won’t regrow.  
Alternatively, where there are large patches 
they can be strimmed – but it is crucial that 
this is as low to the ground as possible and 
de� nitely below the � rst node or it will re-
grow, bush out and produce even more seeds. 

Time really is of the essence. � e patches 
along the A828 are easily dealt with at the 
moment, but in a year or two they will be so 
big it will be much more di�  cult – Himalayan 
balsam can spread up to seven metres a year. 

Get your friends and neighbours out, form 
balsam bashing groups and go and pull it up.

� e seed bank for Himalayan balsam only 
lasts two to three years, so folk only need to 
work on it for those few years and then the 
problem should be resolved – though obvi-
ously vigilance is needed to ensure that new 
plants don’t re-infest the area. 

Tamsin Fretwell,
Tregarth, Gwynedd.

YOUR PICTURES

Estate, Oban, or to our o�  ce in 
High Street, Fort William. 
This week’s photograph of McKay’s 
Pond  at Glencruitten was sent in by 
Maurice Wilkins, from Oban.

 Allan Campbell is 
president of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach and a mem-
ber of Bòrd na Gàidhlig.



A yacht crewed by a special group of 
people passed through the Crinan 
Canal – and they were having the 
time of their lives.

Organised by the Autism on the 
Water charity, founded by Oban 
man Murray MacDonald, below, 
the crew was made up of young 
people with autism on a trip to gain 
experience of being on a sailing 
boat while enjoying the freedom of 
the water.

Sister paper the Argyllshire 
Advertiser caught up with the 
group at Cairnbaan, where Murray 
explained: ‘All the young people are 
from Argyll and Bute. We hope to 
give them an introduction to boat-
ing, try the ropes and try the locks 
on the canal. � ey are all loving it.’

� ey travelled against the wind 
from Oban on August 23 before 
staying overnight at Crinan and 
negotiating the canal to Ardrishaig 
the following day. It was then on 
to Portavadie and Inverkip, before 
the boat’s next outing the following 
week.

A� er the photographs were taken 
one of the youngsters joked: ‘Right, 
back to rest and relaxation now!’

UistWind has launched an online 
Community Bene� t Survey to scope 
the community’s ideas on how to 
distribute the community bene� t 
funds generated from the UistWind 
turbines in the long term.

� ough the community bene� t 
fund will not be generated imme-
diately, it is considered important 
to have a plan ready for when 
funds become available in future 
years – so that investment can be 
targeted in line with the wishes of 
the community.

UistWind is a community pro-
ject by North Uist Development 
Company (Trading), constructing 
two 900kW turbines in North Uist, at 
Criongrabhal near Clachan-na-Luib.

� e project is due to be operational 
by October, and currently has both 
turbines in place with one of them 
fully commissioned and generating 
power. It aims to generate more than 
£2 million over the project’s lifetime 
of 22 years – with pro� ts going back 
to the community via NUDC’s char-
itable activities.

� e survey can be accessed at 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
WVJKMCP and closes on Tuesday 
September 10.
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DISTRICT NEWS
OBAN

UIST
A group of � ve youngsters were the most recent class to complete a lifeguard training course at 
Atlantis Leisure. Archie Malloch, Hugh Glen, David Simpson, Anna Logan and Juliette Main recently 
completed the RLSS Rookie Lifeguard Level Gold 3 award. This level consists of a 400-metre swim, 
learning numerous recognised rescue positions and tows. Alongside this, the children have complet-
ed the Rookie Life Support Award, which includes CPR, the recovery position and methods to deal 
with choking. The group’s instructors were Sophie MacInnes and Shannon McCuish.

Hot shots are on target to raise charity cash
A charity clay pigeon shoot has 
raised more than £400 for the 
Friends of Kilbride Kirk, a group 
speci� cally set up to help preserve 
the iconic site and two other great 
causes.

Sixteen prospective hot shots 
travelled to Ardmaddy Estate with 
both beginners and more experi-
enced contenders taking part.

� e turnout was lower than 
expected due to the international 
rugby, sheep sales and other 
commitments on the day, but the 
weather was glorious and a fresh 
breeze from the south-east made 
the clays behave in a pattern that 
was challenging in the four di� er-
ent sporting � ights. � e trophy for 
the main event was won by Mark 
Wake� eld of Barnacarry.

A� er an excellent barbecue or-
ganised by Liam Gri�  n of Friends 
of Kilbride, Kirk, the main bene-
� ciary of the charity, a team event 
was held between three teams of 
three shooting a pheasant � ush of 
25 birds. � e winners scored 15 in 
a most competitive challenge.

Organisers would like to thank 
Charlie Boyd, the majordomo of 

the day, and his excellent team of 
assistants without whose help the 
event could not take place.

A total of £442 was raised and af-
ter deductions of basic costs which 
will be distributed to Friends of 
Kilbride, Motor Neurone Scotland 
and the  RNLI.

� e event is hosted annually by 
Charles Struthers at Armaddy 
Estate near Oban. Half of the 
funds raised will go to the Friends 
of Kilbride while the remaining 
50 per cent will be split equally 
between the other two charities.

Friends of Kilbride take this op-
portunity to thank everyone who 
contributed to the event.

Mark Wake� eld receives his 
trophy from Liam Gri�  n.

Oban Lorne RFC captain Iwan 
Roberts presented Mary’s Meals 
volunteers Mary MacInnes, left, 
and Eleanor Sheppard with a 
cheque for £553  raised at the 
end of last season when the 
men’s � rst team held a charity 
shop challenge social day. Players 
bought and dressed up in clothes 
from the Stevenson Street shop 
before collecting funds on their 
night out.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 5 September 2019 23

OT

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

Community hero
I know he will be embarrassed but I want to 
sing the praises of one Oban businessman.

Paddy La� erty, who runs D&K La� erty, 
the Oban-based � rm of contractors, is ever 
a� able when I meet him and good company.

However, for those who don’t know him, 
he is also a major supporter � nancially of 
many causes in the area, though he will 
probably be horri� ed I am � agging this up.

Among the principal bene� ciaries are 
Oban Saints FC, who Paddy has sponsored 
for a long time and at many levels, including 
sponsoring of the annual D&K La� erty 
Cup, the pre-season tournament which 
draws professional team to Moss� eld.

Some of you out there will also be aware 
that Paddy’s � rm pays for all new S1 pupils 
at Oban High School to receive reuseable 
water bottles.

Among his other admirers is Nick 
Wesley from Oban’s Atlantis Leisure. Nick 
recently wrote in � e Oban Times: ‘We’re so 
grateful to D&K La� erty who have created 
a wonderful new pavement for us. La� erty 
continue to be a fantastic support to the 
centre and it was great to work with them 
on another project here – thanks as ever to 
Paddy and Co.’

Paddy is rooted in this community and 
gives a great deal to its bene� t. He’s a real 
community hero, though he will hate me for 
saying so.

In the pink
We carried a report last week on the spon-
sored walk in aid of Pink Ladies Day, an 
annual pampering event for Argyll women 
who  have experienced breast cancer.

More than 40 ladies – and a dog – turned 
up to join a sponsored four-mile Twilight 
Walk from the Victory Hall in Benderloch 
on Friday August 16.

Organiser Nicky Murphy said the walk 
had brought in more than £1,000 to go 
towards the £5,000 cost of of the day.

Cancer touches so many of us and this 
excellent event is worthy of support. For 
more information on the charity email 
pinkladiesday@outlook.com or to donate 
use the go fund me link https://www.
gofundme.com/f/pink-ladies-day-2019

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Rotary funds adventure for girls
� e Rotary Club of Oban handed 
over £250 to Oban Brownies to 
help fund an adventure to Ardroy 
Outdoor Education Centre.

Ciorsti Baxter has taken over 
the 5th Oban Brownies, part 
of the Girl Guiding movement 
in Argyll, from long-serving 
former Brown Owl Caroline 
McInnes.

Oban Brownies has 25 young 
girls between the ages of seven 
and 10, who all come along to 
meetings every Friday during 
the school term.

To develop the girls’ experi-
ences further, Ciorsti is very 
keen to arrange a weekend 
adventure for them, which 
will allow them to develop 
leadership and team-working 
skills in an outdoor environ-
ment, encouraging the girls to 
face challenges and build their 
con� dence.

� e Rotary Club said it was 
‘extremely pleased to support 
our Brownies and provide 
funds. Further funding is com-
ing from Glensanda Quarries.’

‘Life-changing’ broadband rolled in Outer Hebrides
Two of the UK’s most westerly is-
land communities are now some 
of the best connected, as new 
full � bre broadband networks 
go live in the Outer Hebrides/Na 
h-Eileanan an Iar.

Grimsay, a tiny island roughly 
three miles long, and Great 
Bernera now have 100 per cent 
access to future-proof, full � bre 
networks.

Built by engineers from 
Openreach through the Digital 
Scotland Superfast Broadband 
project using 90KM of new � bre 
cables, it is capable of carrying 
services at 1Gbps – around 18.5 
times faster than the UK’s cur-
rent average of 54 Mbps2.

Until now, the communities 
have been connected to the out-
side world by a wireless connec-
tion over an independent radio 
network, with a top download 
speed of around 2Mbps.

Joe FitzPatrick, Scottish Gov-
ernment Minister for Public 
Health, Sport and Wellbeing, is 
visited Grimsay last Wednesday 
to see the e� ect high-speed tech-
nology is having on the lives of 
local people, where 65 per cent of 
households have already signed 

up for the service. He said: ‘Many 
people living here are engaged in 
traditional industries, with the 
island renowned for the quality 
of the seafood caught o�  its 
shores. Full � bre not only enables 
local industries to engage fully 
online, but future-proofs the 
island for economic development 
and growth. In a world where 
technology is a main driver, good 
connectivity levels the playing 

� eld, creating new opportunities 
and stemming depopulation’

Robin Spratt, who runs a candle 
making business in Grimsay, said: 
‘Before the arrival of full � bre, we 
had a satellite broadband system 
with very limited data. Now 
when people visit the workshop 
and want to buy, we can process 
electronic payments on site.

‘It’s great for business but it also 
has a big impact on our personal 

life as now we can access online 
services like catch-up TV and 
stay in close contact with our 
grown-up family.

‘� ere is much discussion in 
the islands about how to over-
come the issue of depopulation, 
but good connectivity makes life 
in a remote location much more 
viable. Sort out the broadband 
and mobile connectivity and the 
problem solves itself.’

Launching full 
� bre network on 
Grimsay are DI 
MacDonald, Rob 
Thorburn and 
Kevin Murphy, 
all Openreach,  
and Andrea 
Rutherford, 
head of 
telecoms policy, 
Highlands 
and Islands 
Enterprise. 

Pictured accepting a cheque is Brown Owl Ciorsti Baxter with Rotary 
senior vice-president Kees van Rein and ex-president Ken Oxland.
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Local food is 
the future

In  these environmentally troubled times, 
it can be di�  cult to � nd a good news story. 
But consider the ecologically sound ways 
local businesses are producing food and 
the way in which these have sprung up 
from the grassroots. 

The use of traditional practices, perma-
culture, organic principles and other 
methods are demonstrating that we can 
dramatically reduce the global food sys-
tem’s impacts on biodiversity loss, energy 
depletion, toxic pollution, food insecurity 
and carbon emissions.

Inspiring stories are also beginning to 
emerge in Lochaber – testaments to crea-
tivity where individuals are pushing back 
against the global food system of indus-
trial-scale production. These examples are 
characterised as small-scale and as such 
are well adapted to local conditions, and 
they depend more on human labour than 
on energy and technology.

Importantly, they represent an antithesis 
to today’s huge farms that grow just one 
crop requiring excessive use of pesticides, 
herbicides and fertiliser, and o� ering what 
we have come to expect from the super-
markets. 

These small-scale, micro-initiatives ur-
gently need to proliferate. For this to hap-
pen, we need to focus not just on how food 
is produced, but also on how it is marketed 
and distributed. Our current food system 
often runs parallel with an economic envi-
ronment that is fundamentally counter to 
the kinds of changes that are needed.

Lochaber Environmental Group’s 
initiative Food Lochaber is a collective of 
local small-scale food producers that has 
emanated from within the community. 
Through mutual support and collective 
marketing, the group aims to provide a 
working system of local food production 
and distribution, as we all face a climate 
and ecological emergency. Produce is 
available now at www.foodlochaber.org.

Whales, whales, whales

Minke whales are particularly prone to entanglement. The � shing community works 
closely with researchers to reduce interactions between marine life and � shing gear.

It’s a uniquely awful position, being beset by 
whales. I didn’t have these enigmatic creatures 
pinned as troublemakers but, like iron � lings 
to a magnet, Tiree Ranger Service attracts 
unconventional problems. And the problems 
caused by cetaceans are proportionate to their 
size.

In three years, I have been called to take 
tissue samples from (and otherwise ‘do some-
thing about’) 23 deceased porpoises, dolphins 
and whales.

Porpoises and dolphins don’t swell much. 
However, in the elastic throat of my � rst 
minke, a chilling protuberance nestled. � e 
island’s RSPB o�  cer John was busy photo-
graphing the carcass and jotting down exter-
nal measurements. � is whale was a casualty 
of bycatch. Its tail stock had been severed to 
remove the � ukes: an action likely required to 
free the already-drowned animal from active 
� shing gear.

With my knife poised above the taut skin 
(and eyes � rmly � xed on the bulge), I wished 
that John had done the tissue sampling course 
too. Not least because he lacks a sense of smell, 
and things were a bit high for my taste.

I gulped, pressing the blade into the � esh. 
An ominous and foetid � zzing started, like 
the slow uncapping of a cola bottle. Noxious 
brown � uid bubbled out under the gaseous 
pressure – dribbling down the side of the 
whale and onto my wellington boots. Turning 
to grimace at John, I was more than a little 
irritated to see him nodding anxious encour-
agement from circa 15 meters away. In a man 
who smells nothing, I had hoped for a bit more 
brass.

Most dearly-departed sea creatures have 
the good grace to fester on some anonymous 
stretch of coast. To these considerate beasts, 
I am indebted. � ose with the temerity to 
arrive at a more public location are announced 
by a frenzied dinging of text messages, an 
inbox-melting surge of typed correspondence, 
an energetic bleeping of the o�  ce telephone 
and crazily wa� ing arms sticking out of mov-
ing vehicles.

Collecting tissue samples was one thing. But 

this whale had chosen a � nal resting place 
almost equidistant between two of Tiree’s 
more vigorous community members. It was a 
closely patrolled beach and the whale did not 
have leave to remain.

I surveyed it bleakly. My new friend weighed 
around three tonnes and stank. I’d done my 
best to make myself scarce but, in the darkest 
recesses of my heart, I knew the whale was 
destined to become my problem. Back at the 
o�  ce, colleagues peeped over their laptops 
with horri� ed resignation as I wrapped small 
cubes of whale blubber in kitchen foil and 
prodded them sulkily into sample pots.

Twenty-four hours later, the whale was 
holding court. It had become something of an 
attraction now: curious streams of children 
were trickling down from the nearby school. 
My hopes for the big overnight tide had been 
dashed. But how to get rid of it? � e carcass 
continued to swell and Tiree’s youths unwit-
tingly courted higher-level crowd participa-
tion. Calls had to be made.

In the event, the whale split the scene with 
a certain style; being popped, dropped onto a 
� atbed truck and driven in stately fashion to 
the site of its committal. On the way, it enjoyed 

a brief sojourn outside the local shop, as the 
whale chau� eur called in for a bacon roll. 
Some alarm was caused when, stepping out of 
the store with my own lunch, I found myself 
unexpectedly confronted by my nemesis. Still 
more alarm followed as the whale advanced 
through a set of chicanes; the slight swerving 
motion causing it to loll and � op in an utterly 
terrifying fashion. No, I wasn’t sorry to see it 
go. My step was lighter as I closed the o�  ce 
door behind me.

Hours passed before the next doom-laden 
email arrived. A second whale was incoming: 
still o� shore and bobbing unhappily along the 
coast of West Hynish. Lesions on its � ukes 
suggested entanglement. I skipped through 
the pictures, con� dent in the knowledge that, 
if ever there was a desirable location for a 
festering whale to deposit itself, the ruggedly 
remote Hynish coastline � tted the bill. No 
further action required.

I heard nothing more for three days. � at was 
how long it took whale number two to voyage 
halfway around the circumference of Tiree, in 
a grotesque (and frankly insensitive) � nal act: 
to wash up within meters of its predecessor.

� e telephone started to ring.

Notes from a windy island
STEPHANIE COPE
stephaniecope.glengorm@gmail.com

Stephen McDonach, environmental 
development o�  cer for Lochaber 
Environmental Group, explains the 
best way to reduce the destructive 
impacts of the global food system
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk
Sunday September 8, Kerrera South 
Circuit, Oban.
A walk around the south end of 
Kerrera, taking in the ruined Gylen 
Castle. Views across the Firth of Lorn 
to Mull and beyond. Mostly on tracks 
or grassy paths.

From the ferry slip take the track to 
Balliemore. Turn W at the junction NM 
822288 and head to Barnabuck where 
track ends and grass path begins. 
Between here and Ardmore there are 
bays to explore. From Ardmore join 
track and follow it to Upper Glen. Go 
south to visit the ruins of Gylen Castle 
then return to track – there is a co� ee 
shop at Gylen Farm.

Follow track on east side of the 
island back to the ferry for the 1400 or 
1600 sailing.

Grade: L. Distance: 12km. Height to 
climb: 460m. Maps LR45 EX359

Meet at: Kerrera Ferry Slip 
NM834282 for 1035 sailing. Leader: 
Alison Wilson.
Thursday September 12, Dun da 
Ghaoithe, Mull.
Mull’s only Corbett following the 
demotion of Ben Talaidh.

Start at CalMac Pier, Craignure 
NM718372. Take A849 S past the 
turning to Torosay Castle, then 
take track on right 250m further at 
NM725350. Follow track W past Upper 
Achnacroish farm then northwest 
uphill to TV masts at Maol nan Uan, 
431m. Take right fork past more masts 
on to ridge heading SW, then west 
to the summit of Mainnir nam Fiadh, 
754m. Follow ridge NW to large cairn 
and a further 1km to summit of Dun 
da Ghaoithe, 766m. Great views of 
mainland and islands.

Return by outward route or 
alternatively descend steeply down 
the east ridge to reach Scallastle 
Forest Walk leading to A849 and then 
back to ferry terminal. Cars can be 
taken on Lochaline-Fishnish Ferry to 
join up with rest of party at Craignure.

Grade: M+. Distance: 15km. Height 
to climb: 840m. Map(s): LR 49, EX 375. 

Meet at: Corran ferry slip NN021635 
for 0815 sailing. Lochaline ferry slip 
NM679446 for 0940. CalMac Terminal, 
Oban NM854298 at 0930. Start of 
walk NM718372 at 1045. Leader: Toril 
Frantzen 07788 264007.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go on a walk, contact club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 701783 or 
email enquiries@nevishillwalking.club
Saturday September 7, Beinn an 
Dothaidh, Beinn Dorain, Bridge of 
Orchy.

These two well-known Munros are 
the centre-piece of the view from the 
A82 north of Tyndrum. 

Climb either one of them, or both 
together for a � ne expedition. This 
route traverses both of them before 
descending into an impressive corrie.

Start from the CP on the estate road 
to Achallader Farm at NN314438. 
Follow a footpath E across moorland 
for about 900m to reach a farm track 
S of the farm buildings. Turn S and 
follow the track across the railway. 
Continue S up the grassy slopes of 
a spur. The ground steepens at the 
nose and the spur narrows to a � ne 
ridge that curves E up around the 
headwall of the northern corrie of 
Beinn an Dothaidh. Pass over the W 
Top, 1000m and on to the summit, 
1004m. Return to the W Top and 
descend its S ridge to the col at the 
head of Coire an Dothaidh, 744m. 
*/**Continue S up the long ridge to 
the summit of Beinn Dorain, 1076m. 
A footpath may be found. Return to 
the col and descend W on the path 
in Coire an Dothaidh to the Bridge of 
Orchy Hotel. Transport required at the 
CP S of the Hotel at NN296395, 5 mins 
from start.

*For Beinn an Dothaidh only, 
descend W from the col at the head 
of Coire an Dothaidh, 744m.

**For Beinn Dorain only, start from 
Bridge of Orchy Stn and climb E up 
the path to the col at the head of 
Coire an Dothaidh, 744m. Turn S and 
climb to the summit, then return by 
the same route.

15km, 1200m ascent/*10km, 830m 
ascent/ **9km, 892m ascent

Suggested by Andrew Gilbert, 
coordinated by Christina Tracey.

Oban � rm expands expertise in 3-D modelling
A young Oban-based � rm is apply-
ing advanced technology to expand 
its underwater survey and mapping 
expertise.

Tritonia Scienti� c Ltd is part of the 
growing cluster of marine-focused 
businesses at the European Marine 
Science Park at Dunsta� nage.

With the help of a £24,000 invest-
ment from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE), the company 
has expanded its core scienti� c 
and commercial diving business to 
include stereophotogrammetry.

� is innovative new technology 
uses photographs and videos taken 
by underwater drones along with 
diver photography to generate 
highly detailed 3-D models of 
marine structures and natural 
features. � e models are then used 
as an easy and accurate way to 
measure structures, such as oil rigs, 
pipelines, bridges and piers that 
are situated in di�  cult-to-access 
locations.

Tritonia recently conducted 
underwater structural surveys at 
piers on the islands of Gigha and 
Lismore in Argyll, and Uig on 
the Isle of Skye, using new stereo-
photogrammetrical techniques to 
give an accurate picture of entire 
pier structures, above and below 
the water. � e technique can also 
be used in � sh and shell� sh farm-
ing. Reefs below the water and the 
exact contours of the seabed can be 
easily mapped, even when visibility 
levels in the sea are low. Fish cages 
and other � oating structures can 
be examined for invasive species in 
biosecurity surveys, which is inval-
uable for the aquaculture industry 
and environmental monitoring 
projects.

Stereophotogrammetry is expect-
ed to help Tritonia to expand its in-
ternational reach. Earlier this year 
employees spent a month in the 
Indian Ocean using the technology 
to monitor the health of impacted 

coral reefs. Over the next three 
years, the � rm expects to create 
more than three well-paid skilled 
jobs as a result of the investment.

Gary Haldane, account manager 
in HIE’s Argyll business growth 
team, said: ‘Tritonia has only been a 
standalone business at the park for 
just over a year and already enjoys 
a growing reputation for excellence 
in underwater research and devel-
opment. Supporting the company 
with this new initiative adds to 
the expertise available in Argyll. 
It brings more opportunities for 
skilled workers and reinforces the 
message that Oban is a great place 
to live, learn and work.’

Martin Sayer, scienti� c diving 
specialist and founder of Tritonia, 
said: ‘� is investment has enabled 
us to expand into this new area of 
expertise and explore new opportu-
nities in di� erent sectors, including 
the strategically important area of 
renewable energy.’

A Tritonia diver surveying as part of 
the stereophotogrammetry process. 
Photograph: Tritonia Scienti� c Ltd.
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Choosing an independent school

Would this big decision 
help your child thrive?
How has your child settled back 
into the new school year?

Are they glad to be back and 
thriving on school life or do you 
think your child is not being 
stretched enough to realise 
their full potential? Perhaps 
there are areas where they need 
extra help. 

Remember that every child is 
unique and so are their needs. 
No matter how good their state 
school is, there will always be 
an element of ‘one-size-�ts-all’ 
in some aspects of school life. 
If, for some reason, your son 
or daughter is the one who is 
�nding it hard to make that �t, 
you cannot help but wonder if 
they would be better o� in the 
independent sector.

It is a big decision to make and 
one which has implications for 
all aspects of family life and 
�nances.

But the extra-curricular 
activities and enhanced pastoral 
care of the independent sector 
can look like money well spent 
in providing for you child’s 
future, when you consider the 
pressures that state education 
is under.

Class sizes can be a key point for 
children from remote or rural 
areas like the West Highlands 
and islands who have attended 
state primary schools with 
smaller classes, who may �nd 
themselves overwhelmed by the 
size of secondary schools.

More than 70 independent 
schools in Scotland, of which 
19 are boarding schools, 
educate 4.1 per cent of pupils 
nationwide; 52 are mainstream, 
21 o�er additional support. 

Independent education is one 
of the most important decisions 
you will make for your family 
and to help inform that decision 
you can visit the website of the 
Scottish Council of Independent 
Schools: www.scis.org.uk. The 
Scottish Council of Independent 
Schools is an educational 
charity which represents and 
promotes the interests of the 
independent schools across the 
country. Between them, they 
have more than 29,000 pupils.

Independent education 
IS affordable
One of the biggest mistakes people make about private 
education is that they cannot a�ord it and never consider 
the idea.

Good �nancial advice, prudence and parents and 
grandparents working together over savings and 
inheritance all make independent education achievable; 
some people look at using money from pensions or 
remortgaging property, others look at paying school fees 
as a way of working within inheritance tax legislation.

There are many ways to make it work and one of the best 
things to do is consult an expert �nancial planner.

School fees are paid from post-tax income and one way to 
help �nance an independent education is via a school fee 
plan.

This is a convenient and manageable way for parents to 
pay for independent school fees and extras such as music 
tuition and trips, splitting the costs into regular monthly 
direct debits, like any other household bill.

At least £349 million has been given annually in fee 
assistance in the independent education sector in 
Scotland, with just under 27 per cent of all pupils receiving 
some form of assistance.



Situated in the coastal town of 
Helensburgh, on the edge of 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park, Lomond School 
o� ers a unique setting for girls 
and boys from nursery to senior 
6 to learn and grow. A culture of 
hard work exists throughout the 
school and excellent academic 
achievement is supported by 
small class sizes, dedicated 
teaching sta� , superb facilities 
and a signi� cant emphasis on 
pupil happiness, health and 
wellbeing. As the only boarding 
school in the west of Scotland, 
Lomond School provides a 
number of options to suit families 
living in the West Highlands. 
Boarding is available from age 
eight and families can choose 
to take up � exi, weekly and full 
boarding, supported by a new 
travel service on Sunday and 
Friday evenings which can stop 
at a range of destinations along 
the Helensburgh to Oban route, 
travelling via both Lochgilphead 
and Crianlarich.

Within the boarding house, 
Burnbrae, the school provides a 
warm and secure environment 
with a distinct family feel. Like 
home, young people can meet 
with friends after school or at 
weekends and, as pupils mature, 
they can experience more 
freedom and prepare for life 
beyond school. 

Academically, the school punches 
above its weight. Even though it 
operates an open presentation 
policy and is a non-selective 
school, Lomond is celebrating 
another outstanding SQA 
performance, with pass rates far 
exceeding the national average. 
Two new records were set this 
year with a 96% pass rate at 
National 5, and with almost 
90% of all National 5 passes at 
A or B grade. Furthermore, 20% 
of leavers this year have been 
accepted to study dentistry, 
law, medicine or veterinary 
medicine. The school o� ers a 
wide range of subjects across 
all levels including economics, 

business management, health 
& food technology and drama. 
Pupils can keep their options 
open by choosing a broad range 
of subjects with eight National 
5s studied over two years and 
up to six Highers in S5 and four 
Advanced Highers in S6. 

A recent HM Inspection 
commended Lomond as a 
‘vibrant, welcoming and very 
well-resourced school’. 

The report stated: ‘At all stages of 
the school, children and young 
people are highly motivated and 
actively involved in their learning. 
They are respectful, hard-working 
and respond very well to the 
overall high-quality learning 
experiences.’

Whether pupils join in sixth 
form or complete their whole 
education at the school, 
Lomond’s young people 
leave with a strong sense of 
achievement and a real appetite 
for lifelong learning.

Lomond School
� e Oban Times
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Re-think your ideas about boarding
 ‘We are now in a new era of boarding that can be as � exible as families need it 
to be, with schools o� ering � exi, weekly and full boarding.
‘Flexi boarding is increasingly popular and could involve the child staying for 
just one or two nights a week, providing a good introduction to boarding for 
younger students. 
‘Even just staying for a couple of nights a week gives students extra time for 
activities and clubs, while being fully supported doing their homework in the 
evenings too. 
‘Having this extra time to carry out schoolwork means that when children do go 
home, they can enjoy pure family time without the stress of taking schoolwork 
home.
‘This quality time is especially valuable for working families – they can dedicate 
their down time to having fun, instead of having to pester their children to do 
their homework!’  – Aileen Kane, chief operating o�  cer at the Boarding Schools’ 
Association. 

‘Go make the world a better place’
‘We work in partnership for the good of children and the wider community. 
‘I am inspired by the consistent commitment that I see from independent 
schools. From our ancient foundations to our modern aspirations, we are 
dismantling the ivory tower cliché and working with our partners to build a new 
future where we are more appropriately seen working shoulder to shoulder 
with our partners. 
‘I know that independent schools care deeply about all children, wherever they 
are educated. 
‘It comes with the territory of being a teacher – to make a di� erence, to help 
children. We commission our students, as they leave our schools, to go and make 
the world a better place. We must do the same’  – Shaun Fenton, who chairs the 
Headmasters’ and Headmistresses’ Conference, speaking at the organisation’s 
spring conference this year.

The Scottish Council of Independent Schools’ 
role is to provide parents with impartial information, 
advice and guidance, as well as keeping independent 
schools abreast of educational developments, training 
opportunities and legislative change, enabling the 
independent schools sector to make a worthwhile 
contribution to the development of education in Scotland.   
• to advance education via curriculum development and 

the training of teachers

• to communicate and negotiate with the Scottish 
Parliament, the government, and public and private 
bodies on behalf of the independent sector

• to provide impartial information, advice and guidance 
to parents

• to advise member schools and their governing bodies 
on educational developments and legislation a� ecting 
independent schools (eg, education, taxation, welfare, 
health and safety).

Statically speaking
• there are 29,495 pupils in 74 independent 

schools – 4.1 per cent of pupils in Scotland

• there are 19 mainstream boarding schools 
with 2,772 pupils – 35 per cent of boarders 
are from overseas

• SCIS schools provide at least £51 million 
annually in fee assistance, with 24.1 per 
cent of all pupils receiving some form of 
assistance

• 3.3 per cent of senior school pupils receive 
100 per cent fee assistance

• the independent sector employs over 3,689 
teaching sta� 

• there is one teacher for every eight pupils in 
SCIS schools

(Information 2018 census of independent schools 
carried out by SCIS)
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Strathallan School
At Strathallan School, our 
mission is to provide an 
outstanding education that 
gives opportunities for all pupils 
to perform to the very best of 
their abilities. Each individual, no 
matter their passion or interest, 
is supported and inspired to 
shine during their time at school. 
Our pupils excel academically, 
compete in sports at national 
and international levels, succeed 
in scholastic championships 
and play as part of nationwide 
orchestras and ensembles. In the 
2018-19 academic year, 60 of our 
pupils played as part of a national 
sporting team and we became 
British and Scottish Champions 
across six sports.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

We strive for excellence 
in everything we do, and 
academically our focus is on 
preparing pupils for higher 
education and beyond. 
Our � exible curriculum and 
innovative teaching means 
we can support every pupil, 
whatever their ambitions 

and style of learning. In 2019, 
Strathallan students achieved 
their best A Level results in 
almost a decade, with a quarter 
of all A Level students awarded 
straight A* or A grades. Our 
leavers go on to Oxbridge and 
Russell Group universities, 
international study, work 
placements, the armed forces and 
professional sporting careers. 

GLOBAL CITIZENS

We make the most of our self-
contained, rural location every 
day, but at our core, we are a 
truly international community 
with pupils and alumni around 
the globe. This diversity of 
community and experience 
means Strathallians leave our 
school with the maturity and 
cultural intelligence to succeed, 
wherever they go.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL TO 
EXCEL

Our pupils � nd con� dence in 
themselves at Strathallan. They 
have the freedom and space 
to develop their own skills in 

an idyllic environment with 
the support of a close, caring 
community. 

We ensure there is something for 
every one of our pupils, and any 
parent choosing Strathallan will 
quickly realise that their child will 
be known here for who they are, 
for their individual abilities and 
for their potential. 

Young people leave Strathallan 
with the skills and knowledge to 
succeed in their chosen career, 
and the con� dence to make their 
mark on the world.

‘I look back at my time at 
Strathallan with fondness. 
The quality of education in the 
classroom, in the creative arts 
and on the sports � eld was of 
the highest possible level. With 
Strathallan on my CV there are no 
doors that are not open to me’ – 
Former pupil

Open morning, Saturday October 
12, 2019. Register online at www.
strathallan.co.uk/open-days.
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Highland coos, Argyll 
creelers, lonely phone 
boxes and yachts in full-
sail all look down from 
walls around the world, 
a testimony to the talent 
of Tarbert-based artist, 
Stuart Herd.

His work has found 
its way into so many 
collections; visitors to 
the West Highlands and 
islands cannot get enough 
of Stuart’s vision of the 
Highlands and his take 
on life here. Local people 
love his work because it 
reminds us all that, yes, we 
do live in a breath-takingly 
beautiful part of the world 
that we forget to stop and 
appreciate as we rush 
through our daily lives.

Stuart can take an old 
boat, le� to rot on the 
shore, a shabby shelter on 
a seafront or an old phone 
box and turn it into a thing 
of beauty. Or a Highland 
cow, standing getting 
soaked in the rain into 
something joyous.

Perhaps it is his earlier 
training and work as a 
photographer that gives him 
the ability to �nd the perfect 
angle for his landscapes. 

A�er photography college 
he worked for commercial 
studios, paid his dues as 
a press photographer and 
onboard cruise ships and 
also travelled the world on 
solo adventures staying in 
Jamaica working as an art 
auctioneer; it all conspired 
to be the perfect appren-
ticeship that helped him 
develop his unique style.

Stuart Herd’s life and art
A life full of work, travel and experience which has informed  
the vision and style of his art and won admirers world-wide

Born in Scotland and 
growing up in the south 
of England, with grand-
parents in Lochgilphead, 
Argyll was a place Stuart, 
aged 48,  knew and loved 
and he chose to return 
here, and began working 
on his art while also 
earning a living framing 
pictures.

He still works from his 
studio in one of the old net 

stores in Tarbert but also 
has a gallery in the village 
and has also opened one in 
Ullapool.

Stuart also met and 
married his wife here and 
they now have a son and 
the family lives in Tarbert.

As well as his own gal-
leries and creating jobs in 
both, Stuart also exhibits 
in other leading galleries 
around Scotland and is 

regularly in demand for 
commissions.

A visit to his studio �nds 
paintings in progress and 
other paintings packaged, 
waiting to be shipped to 
clients all over the world.

Stuart also triumphed 
over a chance-in-a-million 
accident eight years ago 
which saw him injure and 
eventually, a�er opera-
tions, lose an eye; which 

prompted his decision to 
establish a gallery business 
along side his art.

Some collectors choose 
one of his themes, be it 
landscapes, seascapes, win-
ter, telephone or post boxes, 
�shing boats, yachts or 
more; others like to curate a 
portfolio from them all.

But one thing many of 
these landscape painting 
collectors might not know 

that Stuart is also one of 
the world’s leading, and 
sought a�er, stadium art-
ists. He has drawn in pen 
and ink, with meticulous 
detail, sporting stadiums 
all across the UK, Ireland 
and Europe. Each is a 
scene during a match and 
the limited edition prints 
mounted in club colours 
are collected by sports fans 
from far and wide.

The Harbour Gallery | Harbour Street, Tarbert PA29 6UA | 01880 821170 | www.theharbourgallery.co.uk

Advertorial
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Ladies from the Oban Lorne 
Ladies' Shinty Club (OLLSC) 
have joined forces with 
Highland-born accordionist, 
broadcaster and ex-Scotland 
international Gary Innes for 
a new charity single to raise 
funds for women’s shinty.

Feel the Power will be re-
leased this Friday, September 
6, the day before � e Mowi 
Valerie Fraser Camanachd 
Cup � nal – the blue riband 
event for women’s shinty that 
is broadcast live on BBC Alba.

All proceeds from the 
single will be donated to 
the Women’s Camanachd 
Association to help with 
equipment and the general 
development of the game.

Recorded in GloWorm 

Recording Studios in 
Glasgow, women from the 
local club, alongside a player 
from the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll team, joined some of 
Scotland’s top musicians in 
the studio to contribute their 
vocals and clapping prowess 
to the track. Singing for Oban 

were Annmarie Maclean, 
Caroline Smith, Shelley 
MacCuish, Pamela MacNab 
and Claire Douglas.

Alongside the choir of 
female shinty players, other 
musicians appearing on 
the track include  Mischa 
Macpherson on lead vocals 

with Oban’s Kim Carnie and 
Siobhan Miller on harmonies 
as well as Mark Scobbie 
(Mànran) on drums, James 
Lindsay (Breabach) on bass, 
Innes White on guitars and 
Rory Matheson on keys.

At the start of this year, 
Gary was asked to be the 
Women’s Camanachd 
Associ ation’s � rst o�  cial 

ambassador and he wanted 
to mark this accolade in a 
meaningful way.

Having released his single 
� e Caman Man to huge 
critical acclaim in January 
2017, Gary felt it was time 
to give the women’s shinty 
community an anthem, too, 
and ensure that proceeds 
would help advance the sport 
he loves.

'Women’s shinty has gone 
from strength to strength 
over the past few years, both 
on the � eld in terms of the 
talent and discipline and o�  
the � eld in the area of sport 
development,' he said.

'I have always felt that the 
growth and longevity of 
women’s shinty is incredibly 
important but now I have 
a potential budding female 
shinty player in my life in 

the form of my little baby 
girl Gracie, it’s even more 
important to me that the 
sport is still going strong and 
accessible to her if she’d like 
to take it up in later years.

'I’d like to say a huge thank 
you to all of the musicians 
who gave up their time for 
free to come and record on 
the single and also the girls 
from Oban and GMA who 
came along to be a part of it, 
too – they certainly got into 
the spirit of it once the nerves 
wore o� . I think the red wine 
did help a little!'

Born in Spean Bridge, 
Gary is one of the founding 
members of award-winning 
Scottish supergroup Mànran, 
as well as the presenter for 
BBC Radio Scotland’s longest 
running radio show, Take the 
Floor.

Oban ladies on song with 
Gary for shinty charity

From left, Annmarie 
Maclean, Caroline Smith, 
Shelley MacCuish (all 
OLLSC), Orla MacCarthy 
(Glasgow Mid Argyll 
GMA Shinty Club), Gary 
Innes, Siobhan Miller  
(backing vocals), Kim 
Carnie (backing vocals), 
Mischa Macpherson (lead 
vocals), Pamela MacNab 
(OLLSC) and Claire Douglas 
(OLLSC).

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER
Slimming World
Fort William, 9:30am, 11:30am, 
3:00pm, 5:00pm & 7:00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10:00am - 12:00pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen, 12:30pm
Creative Writing Group
New Hope Kitchen, 2:30pm - 4:00pm
An Evening of Highland 
Entertainment
McCaig's Tower, Oban, 7:00pm
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
Reminiscence Group 
Oban Library, 12:00pm - 1:30pm
Hope Kitchen Music Group
Salvation Army Hall, 1:00pm - 4:00pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen , 2:00pm
Fundraising Bingo Night
In aid of Oban Winter Festival
The View, 7:00pm

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Danny Mooney
Open till 2:00am
SATURDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER
Hill Walk
Bridge of Orchy, Invergarry, All day
Hill Walk
Braemar, Braemar, All day
Reminiscence Group 
Oban Library, 12:00pm - 1:30pm
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Ceol An Aire, Open till 2:00am
SUNDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER
Hill Walk
Braemar, Braemar, All day
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9:30pm
MONDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
Hill Walk
Braemar, Braemar, All day
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen, 2:00pm
Slimming World
Lochgilphead, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Drumming and Music Making
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion
6:30pm - 7:30pm

Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen, 7:00pm - 9:00pm
TUESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER
Hill Walk
Braemar, Braemar, All day
Carers Co� ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am - 12:00pm
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen, 2:00pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen, 7:00pm - 9:00pm
WEDNESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9:30am, 11:30am, 5:30pm & 7:30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Hill Walk
Braemar, BraemaR, All day
Hope Kitchen Beach Clean
Slip opposite Sta� ord Street
10:30am - 12:00pm
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10:30am - 3:30pm
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen 
2:00pm
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Trip to the Barras
Having lived in Glasgow 
for eight years now, I still 
love nothing more than 
experiencing a moment 
which is quintessentially 
Glaswegian and wouldn’t 
happen in any other city in 
the world. 

� ere are so many 
unique aspects of Glasgow 
that this happens quite 
o� en. I recently visited the 
Barrowland for an STV 
interview ahead of our 
Tide Lines gig there on 
November 2. I found there 
are few better places to 
experience true Glasgow. 

We entered through the 
part of the Barras market 
which lies underneath the 
famous ballroom. All the 
stalls were closed and the 
place was silent but I could 
still sense a dormant energy 
in the air – as if it was lying 
ready to burst into life as 
soon as it opened its doors.

Eventually, we navigated 
the maze to � nd the o�  ce. 
On arrival, we were intro-
duced to a true Glasgow 

Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Seil residents are hoping for 
an encore a� er a successful 
recital from the Scottish 
Ensemble.

� e lunchtime performance 
in Seil Hall on Friday was 
packed, with organisers hav-
ing to put out extra seats to 
� t all 120 people who turned 
up for the free concert, with 
donations going to the new 
Netherlorn Music Scheme 
(NeMS).

� e recital was the scheme's 
inaugural concert – it will be 
o� ering top classical musi-
cians week-long residencies, 
with them boarding with 
islanders in return for sharing 
their skills with the commu-
nity and ending with a public 
performance.

Among those in Friday's 
audience were music students 
from Oban High School. 
Strings instructor Hazel Clark 
congratulated organisers and 
said the recital le�  them 'hap-
py, enthused and inspired'.

She added: '� ey were de-
lighted to meet the musicians 
and to have a front-row seat at 
the concert. We really enjoyed 
the a� ernoon and appreciate 
the e� ort involved in making 
it happen. Congratulations 

on a successful inaugural 
concert.'

Chris Bennett on Seil sent us 
this review.

'From the � rst bar, we knew 
we were in for something 
special. � e resonance of 
the eight string instruments 
vibrated their way through 
the full house audience. Each 
instrument easily picked out 
for their individual parts, aid-
ed by the studio e� ect acoustic 
panels on the hall's walls and 
ceilings, which made for a rare 
musical treat.

'During the four pieces, my 
breath was taken away. I was 
not alone; jaws dropped in 
awe as we were transported 
to another realm. Swept 
along by melodious changes 
and tempo, the audience was 
stunned into absolute silence. 
We were gripped – at the tight 
� nish of each piece you could 
have heard a pin drop before 
we were brought back to this 
world to applaud loudly. We 
were profoundly moved and 
were le�  hoping it won't be too 
long before NeMS return with 
an encore.'

To give support or � nd out 
more about NeMS, email: 
nems2019@btinternet.com

Seil recital-goers call for 
music scheme encore

01631 567 333 
Corran Halls, Oban 
visit liveArgyll.co.uk      

WHAT'S ON
CORRAN HALLS

SEPTEMBER 

JIM SMITH - BACK TO 
THE TEUCHTER
Doors 7:30pm
Tickets: Adult £16, Concession 
£14 + £1 Booking fee.
Perthshire Beef and Sheep 
Farmer, Stand Up Comedian & 
Comedy Writer.  OVER 16'S ONLY

FRI 
SEP 

20
FUN BOX: SPACE RACE
Doors 1.30pm
Tickets : £11.00  Family : £40.00  Group 10+: £10 each  
Babies in arms (up to 12mths):  Free
Space…the final fun-tier. The countdown is on to 
blast o� into the unknown in FUNBOX’s brand new 
singalong adventure.
Come dressed for adventure – come as an alien, a 
space princess or an astronaut – and remember; in 
space everyone can hear you sing! 

SAT 
SEP 

21

TICKET INFORMATION To avoid disappointment, please buy your tickets in advance. Tickets can be purchased at reception,
in person or over the phone. Tickets purchased over the phone can be collected, in person, at the Halls.

                  PLEASE NOTE THAT ONLY PHOTOGRAPHIC DRIVING LICENCES OR PASSPORT ID WILL BE ACCEPTED AS PROOF OF AGE AT OUR BAR

WRESTLING SHOWDOWN
Doors 6.30pm    
Tickets: Front Row £15.50, 2nd Row: £14.50
General Admission £13.50
Family (4 tickets) £44.00

Worldwide Wrestling League, an action packed event for all the family.

FRI SEP 
13

Worldwide Wrestling League, an action packed event for all the family.

MAC FLOYD: BEST OF 
THE WALL
Doors 7:00pm
Tickets: £17+ £1 Booking fee.
Over 14's only
Celebrating 40 years of the 
classic Pink Floyd album.

FRI 
SEP 

27
SCOTTISH OPERA HIGHLIGHTS
Doors: 7.00pm
Tickets : £15.00  Under 26's £5.00
Each year, Opera Highlights takes four singers out and 
about around Scotland, travelling the highways and 
byways by land, air and sea, to bring a musical mix of 
operatic treasures to venues the length and breadth of 
the country.

SAT 
SEP 

28

LIKE US on Facebook
liveArgyll Lorn
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 05 AN T-SULTAIN / 
THURSDAY 05th SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne –
 Children’s programming 
19.00 Air an Toir (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 An Lot S3 (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
21.45 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt) 
22.00 Gaol @ Gael (rpt)
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail
23.20 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.25 Belladrum 2017: Sister Sledge (rpt)

DIHAOINE 06 AN T-SULTAIN / 
FRIDAY 06th AUGUST
17.00 Programan Chloinne– 
 Children’s Programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là - News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Alba: 1974 (rpt) 
20.00 Togaidh Sinn Fonn (rpt)
20.30 Dreach Ùr (rpt) 
21.00 On The Tracks Of The Wild Otter (rpt)
21.55 Binneas – Na Trads (Dosca) (rpt) 
22.00 ÙR/NEW: The Flatey Enigma
22.50 ÙR/NEW: Dhan Uisge
23.00 Belladrum 2019 highlights (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 07 AN T-SULTAIN / 
SATURDAY 07th AUGUST
16.00 ÙR/NEW: Camanachd Beò
 Valerie Fraser Cup Final 
18.00 An Là – News 
18.15 Òran na Mara (rpt)
19.50 Binneas – Na Trads
 (Tom Orr Scottish Dance Band) (rpt) 
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 

20.30 Ceann an Righ (rpt)
21.00 Belladrum 2019 highlights (rpt)
22.00 Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt) 
23.00 Camanachd Beò – 
 Valerie Fraser Cup Final (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 08 AN T-SULTAIN 
/ SUNDAY 08th SEPTEMBER 
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne –
 Children’s programming 
18.15 An Là - News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 An Lot S3 (rpt)
20.30 Druthag na Hearadh (rpt)
21.00 Clann Pheter Roraidh (rpt)
22.00 Belladrum 2019 Highlights (rpt)
23.00 The Flatey Enigma (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (rpt)

DILUAIN 09 AN T-SULTAIN / 
MONDAY 09th SEPTEMBER
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.00  An Aghaidh an t-Srutha (rpt)
19.25  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Binneas – Na Trads (Malinky) (rpt)
20.00  An Là - News
20.30  Dreach Ùr (rpt)
21.00  Bannan S5 (rpt)
21.30  Trusadh – Sloinneadh (rpt)
22.30  Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
23.30  Gaol @ Gael (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 10 AN T-SULTAIN / 
TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne –
  Children’s programming
19.00  Air An Toir (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)

19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30  Druthag na Hearadh (rpt)
21.00  Tarraing nan Tonn (rpt)
22.00  Trusadh – Sloinneadh (rpt)
23.00  Co-Sheirm (rpt)
23.30  Alleluia! (rpt)

DICIADAIN 11 AN T-SULTAIN / 
WEDNESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.00  An Aghaidh an t-Srutha (rpt)
19.25  An Là – News
19.35  ÙR/NEW: UEFA Women’s 
 Champions League 2019 – 
 Hibernian v SK Slavia Praha 
21.45  Sgeul Seirbheis (rpt)
22.00  Belladrum 2017: First Aid Kit (rpt)
22.30  Bannan S5 (rpt)
23.00  DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23.45  Dhan Uisge (rpt)
23.50 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 12 AN T-SULTAIN / 
THURSDAY 12th SEPTEMBER
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
 Children’s programming 
19.00 Air an Toir (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 An Lot S3 (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
21.45 Talla Sheorais (rpt) 
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail
23.20 ÙR/NEW: Skipinnish@Blas

Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

character in Tom Joyce, the 
venue’s manager. He gave 
us a very warm welcome 
indeed, sat us down, o� ered 
us a cup of tea and expressed 
genuine interest in the band 
– which I felt, for someone 
who has dealt with many 
other far bigger bands than 
us on a regular basis, was 
above and beyond the call of 
duty.

A� er a blether, he got to 
his feet and led us upstairs to 
the empty ballroom. Quite 
a sight for someone who’s 
only ever seen the place full 
before. 

His pride in the venue soon 
became abundantly clear – it 
was as if he was showing 

us round his own house. 
He opened the door to the 
dressing room and allowed 
us to wander round. 

‘What do you think of it, 
boys?’ he asked expectantly. 
‘It’s massive,’ was my � rst 
reaction. ‘Aye, I know – not 
big enough for Robbie 
Williams, though! He asked 
for a separate room to do his 
yoga! We don’t have another 
operational dressing room, 
so I gave him the old one 
that’s just full of empty paint 
pots and broken glass and, 
fair play to the lad, he just 
got his mat out and got on 
with it.’ 

I got the impression in that 
moment that Tom probably 

had countless stories of this 
ilk about the biggest stars 
in the music industry – and 
he told them with a very 
natural humility. I also got 
the impression that, whether 
you were a band from the 
Highlands about to play their 
� rst show in the venue, or 
whether you were a superstar 
with millions of record sales 
around the globe, you would 
get the same treatment from 
Tom – a sit-down blether 
and the o� er of a cup of tea! 

� is is exactly the type of 
Glasgow experience that 
makes me thankful to live in 
the city. 

Association 
reveals syllabus 
� e Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association have 
posted their syllabus on so-
cial media. � eir � rst event 
of the season is a ceilidh in 
the Scotstounhill Bowling 
Club at 7.30pm on Friday 
September 20. � eir annual 
gathering is on Friday 
November 1 at Glasgow 
University Union. 
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Benderloch's Victory Hall is 
creating even more reading 
room as the 2019 Bookends 
Festival enters its fourth chap-
ter, writes Fiona Scott.

Starting on Friday Sep-
tember 20 with preview 
night, a packed programme of 
authors,workshops and story-
telling sessions will take place 
throughout the week, ending 
on Saturday September 
28 with an evening with 
award-winning poet, novelist, 
journalist, broadcaster and 
actor  Angus Peter Campbell. 
And, if that's not enough to 
whet the appetite of most, the 
Bookends Fringe takes place 
the following week, Monday 
September 30 to Friday 
October 4.

� is year's festival line-up 
makes a really good read in it-
self. From the � rst men on the 
moon to arti� cial intelligence 
and historical adventure, 
festival founder Joy Cameron 
says there will be something 
for everyone to get stuck into.

'� e idea of Bookends was to 
make sure there is something 
for everyone and I think that 

we've achieved that again,' she 
said. 'Bookends really is the 
community-run book festival 
with a di� erence and, as well 
as enjoying our busy pro-
gramme of events, everyone 
is welcome to come along and 
visit us in our cosy reading 
room at the Victory Hall from 
11am daily.'

Featured authors at this 
year's event include broad-
caster Lesley Riddoch, Haynes 
Manual for Astronauts writer 
Ken MacTaggart, historical 
novelist Liz MacRae Shaw and 
Bookends storyteller Alison 
Clark.

Kenneth Steven is the poet 
in residence. He will be giving 
a poetry talk plus  Q and A, as 
well as his one-to-one online 
dialogues, while Angus Peter 
Campbell will read from 
Memory and Straw.

Last year, poet Jamie 
Livingstone took his perfor-
mance art onto Oban FM 
with two incisive poems 
and this year he will host at 
WURDPLAY on Tuesday 
September 24 when he will 
entertain, question and in-

spire with his thoughts on the 
world.

Oban Times reporter Kathie 
Gri�  ths will talk about her 
journey as a journalist from 
Yorkshire to the Highlands in 
A Tale of Two Tabloids, while 
performance poet Stuart A 
Paterson will also be on hand.

� e festival launches with 
singer/songwriter Adrian 
Nation, and Oban Phoenix 
Cinema is also getting in-
volved this year with a screen-
ing of Lesley Riddoch's Nation 
Films: Iceland and Norway, 
on Monday September 23. 
Visit obanphoenix.com or call 
01631 562905 for screening 
and price details.

Bookends Festival 2019 
is sponsored by Aggregate 
Industries; Glensanda Quarry.

Organisers are grateful 
to the Scottish Book Trust, 
Taynuilt Medical Practice, 
Argyll and Bute Council and 
media partners � e Oban 
Times, Oban FM and Oban 
Phoenix Cinema.

More details and the full 
programme can be found on 
the Bookends Facebook page.

Bookends 2019 programme 
makes a rollicking good read

WHAT'SONWHAT'SON INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY
CINEMA

AT OBAN PHOENIX CINEMA

WWW.OBANPHOENIX.COM | 01631 562905 | OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

KIDS CLUB

RELAXED SCREENING

SUBTITLED

SILVER SCREEN

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
AT £3 A TICKET

EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
AT £3 A TICKET

WEEKLY SCREENINGS FOR AUTISM, SPECTRUM
OR OTHER. LIGHTS DIMMED, AND SOFTER VOLUME.

ENGLISH SUBTITLES
FOR THE HARD OF HEARING

FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER
The Run | TBC 12:00
Dora & The Lost City of Gold | PG 16:00
Uglydolls | U 16:15
All At Sea |12A 18:15
The Bikes of Wrath | TBC 18:30
Once Upon A Time In... Hollywood | 18 20:15
Angel Has Fallen | 15 20:45

ONCE UPON
A TIME IN...
HOLLYWOOD
HAS BEEN RATED 18 BY THE BBFC.
THIS MEANS NO-ONE UNDER THE
AGE OF 18 MAY SEE THE FILM.
IF YOU ARE UNDER THE AGE OF 25, YOU MAY BE
ASKED FOR PROOF OF AGE. THIS CAN INCLUDE
YOUNG SCOT CARD, DRIVERS LICENCE,
PASSPORT, OR ANYTHING WITH THE PASS MARK.
FOR MORE ABOUT RATINGS VISIT WWW.BBFC.CO.UK

HAS BEEN RATED 18 BY THE BBFC.
NO-ONE UNDER THE

SATURDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER
Playmobil: The Movie | U 11:30
Uglydolls | U 13:45/16:15
Dora & The Lost City of Gold | PG 16:00
All At Sea |12A 18:15
Of Fish & Foe | 12A 18:30
Once Upon A Time In... Hollywood | 18 20:15
Angel Has Fallen | 15 20:45
SUNDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER
Against The Tides | 12A 11:30
Dora & The Lost City of Gold | PG 13:00/16:00
Uglydolls | U 13:45/15:15
All At Sea |12A 17:15
The Biggest Little Farm | PG 18:15
Once Upon A Time In... Hollywood | 18 19:30
Angel Has Fallen | 15 20:30

FESTIVAL FILM

MONDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
The Bikes of Wrath | TBC 12:00
Dora & The Lost City of Gold | PG 16:00
Uglydolls | U 16:15
All At Sea |12A 18:15
The Run | TBC 18:15
Once Upon A Time In... Hollywood | 18 20:15
Angel Has Fallen | 15 20:30
TUESDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER
Dora & The Lost City of Gold | PG 12:00
Uglydolls | U 16:15
Against The Tides | 12A 17:15
All At Sea |12A 18:15
Margaret Atwood Live In Cinemas | 12A 19:30
Angel Has Fallen | 15 20:15
WEDNESDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER
The Biggest Little Farm | PG 12:00
Dora & The Lost City of Gold | PG 16:00
Uglydolls | U 16:00
All At Sea |12A 18:15
Of Fish & Foe | 12A 18:15
Once Upon A Time In... Hollywood | 18 20:15
Angel Has Fallen | 15 20:30
THURSDAY 12TH SEPTEMBER
Angel Has Fallen | 15 12:00
Blinded By The Light | 12A 14:30
The Bikes of Wrath | TBC 17:00
Uglydolls | U 17:00
All At Sea |12A 19:00
NT Live: Fleabag | 15 19:30

Film Festival Week!

MONTHLY
MUS CALITO

OKLAHOMA!
sunday 29th at 5pm

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

FESTIVAL FILM

 

 

 

With 

Doors/Bar open 7.30pm           Curtain up 8.30pm                        
Late return ferry 10pm 

Entry £12/10 conc   Tickets available online or on the door 

 
Meet up close Scottish Dance Theatre, Scotland’s leading contemporary dance 
company, in their first appearance on Easdale Island! Join us for an immersive 

evening of dance featuring unplugged extracts from their hit 
works RITUALIA and Looping: Scotland Overdub, as well as intimate short works. 
Hosted by the company’s Artistic Director Joan Clevillé, hear first-hand about the 

company’s life in the dance studio and on stages the world over. All ages welcome!  
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� e Hebrides International 
Film Festival is back for 
2019 and will take place at 
venues throughout the Outer 
Hebrides, from the Butt to 
Barra, from September 12-14, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

� ere will be around 78 
screenings at 12 venues over 
the three days, from the 
� ursday to Saturday, with 
� nal arrangements now being 
made for the event.

Full information on the 
festival will be available 
online at  www.heb� lm 
festival.org/hi� -2019, with 
the programme due to go live 
on the website any day now.

� e festival grew out of 
a programme started by 
Regional Screen Scotland six 
years ago, where a number 
of remote and rural � lm fes-
tivals were given three-year 
funding and mentorship. It 
was also a natural successor 
to the Hebrides Coastal Film 
Festival.

Programmer and director 
Muriel Ann Macleod, 

director of 
Rural Nations 
C o m m u n i t y 
I n t e r e s t 
Company, has 
chosen � lms 
'that have an 
impact on the 
big screen' and 
said the � lm 
festival would 
be 'as accessible as possible'.

All screenings in the Pocket 
Cinema are free and general 
ticket prices have been held as 
low as possible.

'It’s a really varied pro-
gramme. I was trying to � nd 
� lms that would connect with 
our communities and give a 
big international perspective 
and change how we think 
about the environment and 
how we deal with our envi-
ronment and climate change 
because that’s what it’s about,' 
Ms Macleod explained.

'It’s not just a few envi-
ronmental � lms made in 
the back of beyond. � ese 
are high-quality � lms that 

promote the 
issues or 
h i g h - l e v e l 
drama that 
just happens 
to be about the 
theme.'

I s l a n d 
venues taking 
part in the 
festival are 

the An Lanntair auditorium 
and Pocket Cinema, Taigh 
Dhonnachaidh, Ionad Na 
Seann Sgoil Shawbost, 
Bernera Community Centre, 
Talla na Mara, Scalpay 
Hall, Taigh Chearsabhagh, 
Stoneybridge Hall, Carinish 
Hall and Castlebay Hall.

Taigh Chearsabhagh is 
hosting a pop-up cinema and 
there will also be a pop-up 
enviro cinema in Stornoway 
although the exact location is 
to be con� rmed.

� e Hebrides International 
Film Festival – supported by 
Screen Scotland, HIE and 
other agencies – shows only 
� lms made within the past 

three years and  � t within the 
festival’s broad theme of 'is-
lands, environmental issues 
and indigenous peoples', with 
a particular focus this year on 
sustainable � shing.

Each screening will in-
clude a feature film and an 
accompanying short. The 
films are a mix of English 
language features and for-
eign films with full English 
subtitles.

Tickets for the rural ven-
ues can be bought through 
the website, but tickets for 
the An Lanntair films must 
be bought through the art 
centre’s own website, at 
lanntair.com.

In general, tickets can also 
be bought at venue doors, 
although it is advisable to 
book in advance for the 
smaller venues, where space 
is more limited.

There will also be special 
daytime screenings for 
school groups and a number 
of master classes, lectures 
and other special events.

Curtain set to rise on Hebrides 
International Film Festival

Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
13.00 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.
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Across

1 Short document? (4)

3 Unreal (8)

9 Underwater bloodsucker (7)

10 Walk this before union (5)

11 Eventually (2,3,4,3)

13 Pretty bird seen near the sea (6)

15 Ravel classic (6)

17 Crucial point (8,4)

20 Rouse (5)

21 Humourless (2-5)

22 Desist (8)

23 Agitate (4)

Down

1 Steam organ (8)

2 Send (5)

4 Haphazardly (6)

5 Menopause (6,2,4)

6 Crack (7)

7 Wanton look (4)

8 Antecedence, lived before (12)

12 Bear in mind (8)

14 Always (7)

16 Extent of outlook (6)

18 Necktie (5)

19 Offering (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

WIN A FAMILY TICKET TO FUNBOX

Space…the � nal fun-tier. The countdown is on to blast o�  into the unknown 
in FUNBOX’s brand new interstellar singalong adventure.

Join Anya, Kevin, Gary and Bonzo (formerly of The Singing Kettle) as part of the crew of the ‘Starship FUNBOX’ as they take a space odyssey across 
the universe to explore strange new worlds and dimensions on their galaxy-hopping quest to � nd their keys.  Find out if there really is a man in 

the moon? What is the stinkiest planet? Where are the friendliest aliens? Packed with classics like ‘Apples and Bananas’ and ‘Aiken Drum’, FUNBOX 
favourites and brand new songs, SPACE RACE is out of this world singalong fun for all the family.

Come dressed for adventure – come as an alien, a space princess or an astronaut – 
and remember in space everyone can hear you sing!

For your chance to win a family ticket to the FUNBOX show at The Corran Halls in Oban on Saturday 
21st September at 2.00pm - plus a FUNBOX Goody Bag, simply answer this easy question, complete 

the coupon and post it to: The Oban Times, Funbox Competition, Crannog Lane,  Oban PA34 4HB.
Entries must be submitted by Monday 16th September 2019.
QUESTION: What is the name of FUNBOX’s naughty dog?

Plus a Goody 

Bag with DVD, 

Cd and Mug

Answer.............................................................................  Name ........................................................................................

Address ....................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone ......................................................................  Email.........................................................................................
T&Cs apply. We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/disposed immediately 
upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’. 

Scottish Country Dancing
Fun Fitness Friendship

TASTER CLASS
(free)

Mon 16th Sept
Church of Scotland 

Centre, Oban
7.45pm-9:45pm

Men, women, teenagers 
all welcome

Contact Sue 07753593668
Joan 01631 770254

RSCDS Lorn (Argyll) Branch
Charity SC025326

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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An Inverness-based 
author will be launching 
his latest – and 'most 
controversial' book at the 
Highland Bookshop in Fort 
William tonight (� ursday 
September 5) at 7pm.

Award-winning outdoors 
writer John D Burns will 
launch Sky Dance, a comic 
novel set in the Highlands 
that challenges much of 
the traditional ways of 
managing land in the north 
of Scotland.  Sky Dance is a 
work of � ction but it puts the 
case for rewilding and the 
end of traditional sporting 
practices.

Set in a � ctionalised estate 
on the Isle of Morvan, which 
is based on the Morvern 
peninsula,  Sky Dance fol-
lows the adventures of two 
hillwalkers who witness the 
illegal killing of a bird of 
prey, a hen harrier, and are 

so incensed they take the 
law into their own hands 
and begin to do their own 
version of rewilding, much 
to the annoyance of local 

land owner, who sets out to 
thwart the walkers plans 
with hilarious consequences.

Burns said: 'Sky Dance is 
my � rst novel. My � rst two 

books – Bothy Tales and 
� e Last Hillwalker,  both of 
which became best-sellers – 
were a combination of remi-
niscences from my life in the 
mountains and short stories 
set in the hills and bothies of 
the Highlands. Sky Dance is 
very di� erent. It’s my � rst 
full work of � ction but it 
also tackles very important 
questions about the way we 
manage the wild places of 
Scotland.

'I wanted to write a book 
that would begin to make 
the average hillwalker aware 
of what is happening in the 
wild places of Scotland. I’ve 
tried to do that in an engag-
ing way.

'I love exploring the wild 
and remote parts of the 

Highlands but have become 
increasingly concerned 
about the environmental 
impact of sporting activities 
and the e� ects of over-
grazing.   When I � rst wan-
dered the hills, I saw a wild 
landscape untouched by the 
hand of man but now I see 
hills scarred by deforesta-
tion and over-grazing whose 
wildlife is slowly being 
destroyed. We have to think 
about what sort of landscape 
we want to pass on to future 
generations.

'� e hillwalking commu-
nity is not blameless. While 
we approach our wild places 
with lists in our hands of 
hills to be ticked o� , we 
will never learn to treasure 
them and protect them as 
we should. � e mountains 
are living, breathing places 
that we should not exploit 
for sport.'

Despite its serious message 
Burns puts a lot of humour 
into his books. 

He continued: 'My readers 
like the comedy in my books 
so there’s plenty of funny 
stories in Sky Dance. I love 
poking fun at the establish-
ment and the outdoor com-
munity, which takes itself 
far too seriously. I remember 
when climbing hills was fun. 
A lot of folk seem to have 
forgotten that as the outdoor 
industry has taken over.'

Burns has spent more than 
40 years exploring Britain’s 
mountains. He is a past 
member of the Cairngorm 
Mountain Rescue Team and 
has walked and climbed in 
the American and Canadian 
Rockies, Kenya, the Alps 
and the Pyrenees.

Burns is published by 
She�  eld-based Vertebrate 
Publishers.

Author to launch latest 
and 'controversial' book

John D Burns will launch 
his book in Fort William 
tonight.

Luxury interiors... Scotland’s top 
artisans... Scottish Field’s own 

shooting suit... F1 superstar David 
Coulthard... Angus Macfadyen... 

Ten things to do before you die...

SPECIAL 
LUXURY 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Biggest 
issue ever 
Over 380 

pages!



SPECIAL TICKET
PRICES FOR THOSE

UNDER THE AGE OF 25

THE BIGGEST LITTLE FARM

A testament to the immense
complexity of nature, The Biggest
Little Farm follows two dreamers and
a dog on an odyssey to bring
harmony to both their lives and the
land.

Screenings: Sunday 8th at 18:15,
Wednesday 11th at 12:00

AGAINST THE TIDES

Beth French, sets out to conquer
Oceans Seven, a challenge
consisting of the seven most
dangerous sea-channels in the
world. For extreme swimmers, it’s the
ultimate test; the equivalent to the
seven peaks in mountaineering. Only
a handful of people have ever
completed it, but Beth aims to
become the first person ever to swim
all seven in one year.

Screenings: Sunday 8th at 11:30,
Tuesday 10th at 17:15

OF FISH AND FOE

Drama explodes on the Scottish high
seas as the last fishing family using
traditional salmon nets battles animal
activists Sea Shepherd and Hunt
Saboteurs. Intrepid cameras capture
the fight as an even greater enemy
emerges to confront them both.

Screenings: Saturday 7th at 18:30,
Wednesday 11th at 18:15 (subtitled)

THE BIKES OF WRATH

A story of adventure and humanity in
the American heartland, The Bikes of
Wrath follows five Australian friends
as they attempt to cycle 2,600
kilometres, on a small budget, from
Oklahoma to California in honour of
John Steinbeck’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning novel, The Grapes of Wrath.

Screenings: Friday 6th at 18:30,
Monday 9th at 12:00

oban phoenix cinema
september 6th-12th

film festival of the

2019

Outdoors
Introduction

Tuesday 10th at 17:15

CYCLESOBAN

Supported by Film Hub Scotland, part of the BFI’s Film Audience Network, and funded by Screen Scotland and Lottery funding
from the BFI. As well as our local sponsors Oban Cycles, and Stramash Scotland.

This September we have brought
together a selection of excellent
documentary films, with the common
theme of the outdoors, screening at a
special discounted rate, for one week
only!

From environmentally-friendly farming,
to the troubled waters of Scottish
salmon fishing, while swimming, cycling
and running our way between the two,
there really is something to interest
almost everyone.

At a time when the importance of
looking after our planet has been
brought sharply into focus, these films
showcase how special our Earth is and
how we can really appreciate it.

THE RUN

Anupam Sharma’s The Run
documents Australian politician Pat
Farmer’s 2016 Spirit Of India run - a
4,647km endurance challenge which
saw him run the equivalent of two
marathons a day for two months.

Screenings: Friday 6th at 12:00,
Monday 9th at 18:15

SPECIAL TICKET
PRICES FOR THOSE

UNDER THE AGE OF 25UNDER THE AGE OF 25

S



TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the Isuzu D-Max range 
in MPG (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full 
details please contact us or visit isuzu.co.uk

†Important Information. Business users only. Rental amounts shown are for an Isuzu D-Max Yukon Double Cab Vehicle On The Road with manual transmission, 
excluding special paint finish. Excess mileage charge 10.4p + VAT at 20%. Contract based on 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained. Vehicle must be returned in a good 
condition to avoid further charges. Provided by Lex Autolease Ltd trading as Isuzu Contract Hire, Heathside Park, Heathside Park Road, Stockport SK3 0RB. Available at 
participating dealers only. Excludes motability and fleet sales, not available in conjunction with any other o¥ers or with BASC, NGO or NFU member discounts. Available 
until 30.09.2019. Finance options available at participating dealers, subject to status. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 miles/5 year (whichever 
comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply. Visit isuzu.co.uk

BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE
23 MONTHLY RENTALS OF £199.00 +VAT. EXCESS MILEAGE CHARGE OF 10.4p +VAT PER MILE 
AND RETURN CONDITIONS APPLY. VAT PAYABLE AT 20%. PROVIDED BY ISUZU CONTRACT HIRE.

INITIAL RENTAL 
£1,791.00 +VAT

ISUZU D-MAX YUKON DOUBLE CAB FROM ONLY

£199 †

PER 
MONTH 
+ VAT

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX YUKON
AVAILABLE ON TWO YEAR BUSINESS CONTRACT HIRE

TWO MISS
TWO GOOD

Yukon Model pictured (inc. optional special paint finish) from £212.89 a month +VAT plus Initial Rental in advance of £1,916.01 +VAT.

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

Around the markets – Oban and Dalmally
Oban – United Auctions held their 
third sale of all classes’ lambs and sheep 
at Oban Livestock Centre when 4266 
head was sold. � is was an increased 
entry of 1042 head. 
Principal lots and prices.
Lambs
SUFFx: £57.50 – Mid Farm : £57.00 – 
Kilbride : £55.00 – Annat.
TEXx: £64.50 – Bonawe Home Farm 
: £63.50 – Auchnasaul : £62.00 – 123 
Craigston (Barra) : £61.00 – Balligarve 
: £59.00 – Dalvuie : £58.50 – Balvicar 
Farm : £57.50 – Balnagown : £56.50 – 2 
Baligrundle : £55.00 – 123 Craigston 
(Barra).
CHEV £55.00 – Park Farm : £53.50 – 
Rhulios (Barra) : £53.50 – 17 St Brendan 
Rd (Barra) : £53.00 – Ballard (Coll).
CROSS £45.00 – Mid Farm : £45.00 
– Lamlash.
MULE £45.00 – Frackersaig.
HAMPx: £46.00 and £41.00 – 
Lochview (Mull).
BF £39.00 – Lamlash.
Ewes
TEXx: £60 – Bonawe Home Farm.
CHEV £47.50 and £45.00 – Ballard 
(Coll) : £42.00 – Treshnish Farm : 
£41.50 – 2 Allasdale (Barra) : £40.50 – 
Rhulios (Barra) : £40.00 – Dunmor.
CROSS £48.00 – Aird Farm.
MULE £51.00 – 2 Baligrundle.
BF £37.00 – Bonawe Home Farm.

Dalmally – United Auctions held their 
second sale of 3804 lambs and sheep 
at Dalmally Auction Mart. All classes 
met with a slower trade on the week 
with averages levelling out at £44.08. 
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Lambs
SUFFx: £54.00 - Glenbrooke : £44.50 
– 6 Leanish (Barra): £44.00 – Maam 
Farm.
BELTx: £54.50 – Blarghour Farm.
TEXx: £75.00 – Tiretigan Farm : £61.50 
– Ormsary Farmers : £61.00 – Clachan 
Farms (Kilninver) : £58.50 – Ormsary 
Farmers : £58.50 – Barguillean : 
£58.00 – Tiretigan Farm : £57.50 – 
Innischeroch : £57.50 – Stone� eld 
Farms.
CHEV £55.00 – Glenbrooke : 
£49.00 – Braefoot : £46.00 – Curacao 
: £45.00 – Bragleenbeg : £45.00 – 83 
Borve(Barra).
CROSS £55.50 – Feorline : £55.50 – 
Keilbeg : £53.50 – Ricruin.
MULE £63.50 – Ormsary Farmers : 
£54.50 – Stone� eld Farm : £53.50 – 83 
Borve(Barra) : £53.00 – Glenshellach.
HAMPx: £47.50 – Glenbrooke
BF £54.00 – Feorline : £44.00 – 
Innischeroch : £43.00 – Maam : £40.00 
– 83 Borve (Barra).
Ewes
TEXx: £53.00 – 83 Borve (Barra): 

£49.00 – Tombuie.
CHEV £45.00 – Braefoot : £42.00 – 6 
Leanish (Barra).
CROSS £44.50 – Couston Farm.
BF £34.50 – Crunachy : £33.00 – 83 
Borve (Barra).
Top prices per kilo.
Lambs
SUFFx: 151p – 6 Leanish (Barra) : 149p 
– Glenbrooke : 148p – Maam Farm : 
148p – Green� eld : 148p – Glenbrooke.
BELTx: 180p – Blarghour.
TEXx: 171p – Evanachan : 170p – 
Ederline Estate : 169p – Glenshellach 
: 168p - Duntuim : 167p – Tiretigan 
: 166p – Ormsary Farmers : 
164p – Antuim : 163p – Crunachy 
: 163p – 83 Borve (Barra) : 162p – 
Keppoch Farms : 161p – Clachan 
Farms (Kilninver) : 160p – Blarghour : 
160p – Blarmafoldach.
CHEV 161p – Blackmount : 155p – 
Bragleenbeg : 153p – Blackmount.
CROSS 160p – Ricruin : 157p 
– Caddleton Farms : 156p – 56 
Tangasdale (Barra).
MULE 155p – Ormsary Farmers : 152p 
– 83 Borve (Barra) : 151p – Stone� eld 
Farms.
HAMP 161p – Glenbrooke Farm.
BF 138p – Tullochcan : 135p – Feorlin : 
132p – Maam : 132p – Stroneskar : 132p 
– Maam : 130p – Balantyre Farm.
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Dalmally Show will 
go on but bring your 
wellies, say o�  cials
Following a spell of weather 
watching and a midweek 
inspection, Dalmally 
Agriculture Show has been 
declared good to go on 
Saturday, September 7.

Questions over whether or 
not the highly popular event 
would take place this year 
arose following three days of 
more or less persistent rain at 
the beginning of the week.

Organisers made the deci-
sion to go ahead on Tuesday, 
however, following a visit to 
the showground and a lot of 
discussion.

‘� ere was a lot of debate 
as it was pretty wet, but with 
the trade stands arriving on 
Wednesday a decision had to 
be made and we decided to go 
ahead,’ said Dalmally Show 
president Marjorie Walker.

‘We would advise anyone 
coming along to bring their 
wellies though.’

Billed as a celebration of the 
rural community, Dalmally 
Show is always well attended, 
with visitors given the oppor-
tunity to enjoy a variety of 
attractions, view exceptional 
exhibits, and sample won-
derful Highland produce in 

a spectacular setting. At the 
show’s heart are the agricul-
tural events on which it was 
founded, including the judging 
of Highland and commercial 
beef cattle, Blackface sheep, 
poultry, baking, preserves, 
horticulture, painting, and 
much more.

� ere are also competitions 
for dogs so people are invited 
to bring along their four-legged 
friends also.

� e show ground centres 
on the village shinty � eld, 
where entertainment includes 
pipe band music and a keenly 
contested junior shinty 
tournament.

Mrs Walker continued: 
‘Dalmally Show is run by a 
dedicated group of local volun-
teers, who agonise, persevere, 
beg, borrow and encourage 
throughout the year, bringing 
the community together for 
this highlight in the Argyll 
calendar.

‘It’s a great little show which 
continues to go from strength 
to strength. We look forward 
to greeting old and new friends 
alike.’

� e show is open to the pub-
lic from 10am onwards.

Charity wants 
to be top class
A   countryside   initiative 
bringing farms into class-
rooms is up and running 
across Argyll and the Islands 
with the formal backing of a 
rural charity, writes Kathie 
Gri�  ths.

A public meeting last week 
saw the formal creation of 
a new branch of the Royal 
Highland Education Trust 
(RHET).

Ardmaddy farmer Euan 
Warrock is one of the organ-
isers and says the new branch 
has attracted more than 50 
expressions of interest from 
people keen to get involved 
already – from farmers to 
school teachers and families.

Mr Warrock said: ‘Many 
farmers and cro� ers across 
Argyll have been working 
closely with schools for many 
years, getting children in-
volved with the countryside 
and farming, but what we’re 
doing with the new branch is 
providing them with profes-
sional support to keep doing 
that and do more of it.

‘It’s helping make sure that 
things are being done pro-
fessionally and with proper 

diligence when it comes 
to hygiene and health and 
safety. Everyone involved in 
visits will have been checked 
for working with children 
and other vulnerable groups.

‘We’re not stopping or 
changing what’s being done, 
we’re just making it even 
better.’

He added: ‘We will be build-
ing up more relationships 
with schools and with other 
partners organising visits, 
whether it’s them coming 
to us or farmers going into 
schools. 

‘It’s a two-way thing. It’s 
best to get the children out to 
farms but it’s quite expensive 
to organise, what with buses 
and transport, so what’s like-
ly to happen more is farmers 
going into schools making 
regular visits, helping them 
grow their own vegetables 
or fruit and using it to cook 
with.

‘Our focus will be to get 
them thinking about the 
food that’s on their plates 
and about agriculture – also 
about the clothes they wear 
and where the materials 

come from – the wool in their 
jumpers and the leather in 
their shoes!’

� e new branch will be set 
up as a standalone local char-
ity but be heavily supported 
and � nancially supported by 
the national RHET charity.

� e branch’s inaugural 
public meeting will be at the 
Inveraray Inn on October 28 
at 7.30pm, when everyone is 
welcome to go along and � nd 
out more.

Last month Mr Warrock of 
Auchnasaul Farm near Oban 
and Ardmaddy Estate teamed 
up to open the farm gates for 
a tour and stock-judging 
competition with barbecue 
and children’s activities that 
raised £1,000 for the new 
RHET venture. More than 
150 people turned up on the 
day.

‘We had a great turnout. 
� ere were farming families 
and families who had no 
links to farms whatsoever but 
had heard about the day and 
came along to enjoy it,’ said 
Mr Warrock.

Contact Mr Warrock on 
01631 567036.

Families hitch a ride to stockjudging at Ardmaddy estate 
to raise funds for the Argyll and Islands RHET branch.
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West Coast PROPERTY Stress-free 
custom 

build

in partnership with Stress-free in partnership with

 T: 01292 591715 e: enquiries@theweehousecompany.co.uk
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Flexible offi ce space to let – Oban
Shortly Available   2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc

Lease direct from Landlord
Close to amenities

Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

Fort William High Street - 
Retail/Offi ce space to let

Flexible retail & offi ce space on 
High Street with shop frontage 

up to 500 Sq Feet

Email recruit2049@outlook.com for more details.

SMITHY HOUSE WHITEHOUSE, BY TARBERT
3 BED SEMI DETACHED

*New Price* Offers over £149,995

Spacious property - Potential B&B - 3 en suite rooms - Double 
glazing - Private front and rear gardens - Quiet residential area 
- 5 minutes drive to Tarbert - Quantam efficient heating - Rural 
views - Approx 126 sq.m of living space - Surveyed at £160,000 

COMMERCIAL 
PREMISES 
FOR SALE

Ben Nevis Estate, 
Claggan, Fort William

Fore more 
information, 

please contact 
07900 804 176

Repair and maintenance of 
public and private housing 
in Scotland has fallen by 
£451 million since 1997. At 
the same time, the number 
of homes in Scotland has in-
creased by 341,650, meaning 
there has been a real-term per 
property decrease in repair 
and maintenance work of 
£313 since 1997.

� e Scottish Housing 
Quality Standard (SHQS) was 
introduced in February 2014.  
It requires social housing 
landlords to make sure their 
homes are energy e�  cient, 
safe and secure, not seriously 
damaged and have kitchens 
and bathrooms that are in 
good condition. Despite the 
consultations and introduc-
tion of standards – 34 per 
cent of Scottish homes failed 
to meet the Living Homes 
Standard last year, which was 
developed by the public across 
the UK to de� ne what a good 
home should provide.

Mark Robinson, Scape 
Group chief executive, com-

mented: ‘� ere is a clear con-
nection between the quality of 
housing and the mental, emo-
tional and physical wellbeing 
of the people that live there. 
A home shouldn’t negatively 
a� ect your health or hold back 
your opportunity to succeed 
in life. We are not doing 
enough to bring our homes up 
to a decent standard. £755 per 
property is totally inadequate. 
A new boiler, either combi, 
system or heat only, costs 
between £500 and £2,000, be-
fore taking into consideration 
installation costs. 

‘New windows cost from 
£3,500 to £7,000 on a typical 
three-bedroom semi and 
damp proo� ng internal walls 
is estimated at £70 per metre 
or £280 per wall. It looks as 
though this is down to two 
key factors. First is the growth 
of the private rented sector 
in Scotland. Landlords are 
spending less on their prop-
erties than owner-occupiers. 
Secondly, despite the strides 
made building more social 

homes in Scotland, there is 
not enough funding to repair 
and maintain existing stock.’

� e number of people living 
in private rented homes in 
Scotland has increased rapidly 
since 2000, with most recent 
data estimating that there are 
360,000 private rented homes 
in Scotland. Although the 
Scottish Government did con-
sult on the safety and condi-
tion of private rented housing 
in 2017, the policy outcomes 
are yet to be implemented. 

Repair and maintenance of housing 
falls by £451 million in Scotland as 
housing stock increases to 2.6 million
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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Model shown is Hilux Invincible X 3.2t 2.4D 150 DIN hp MY18.5 Automatic at £37,750 including optional Metallic paint at £545. Prices correct 

(l/100km): combined 28.8 (9.8) - 30.0 (9.3). Combined CO2 183 g/km. Figures are provided for comparability purposes; only compare fuel 
consumption and CO2

consumption and CO2

European Driving Cycle test procedure (NEDC). All CO2 2

*Business users only. Initial rental and VAT applies.
December 2019 through Toyota Financial Services on Toyota Contract Hire. Advertised rental is based on a 36 month customer maintained contract at 8,000 miles per annum with an initial rental of £1,998 +VAT. Excess mileage 

and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Terms and conditions apply.

HILUX INVINCIBLE X
£1,998
+VAT initial rental*

£333
+VAT per month*

5-7 John Street , Helensburgh, G84 8BA  
01436 672779 
www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

 
at Helensburgh Toyota

Prophecy Unlimited One Glass Wharf, Bristol BS2 0EL Tel: 0117 311 9000 C M Y K PMS PMS

File name:  A4_Q3_2019_Fleet_Hilux_Master Client: Toyota Account:

Size: A4 Studio:            

Mod. date: Version:           

Route:  A4_Q3_2019_Fleet_Hilux_Master.indd

Creative: Notes: Q3 2019

v1Production:  

A4_Q3_2019_Fleet_Hilux_Master.indd   1 15/08/2019   09:28

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
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TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 4x4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia , Ford etc and all 4x4 

pickups. Older models and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravansand motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

Tel: 07759 054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, 

other models also considered.

Telephone 01631 770647 or 07786 684891

RENAULT SPORT 
16 plate, 32,000 miles
Sat nav, fully lined
Many extras

£12,500 NO VAT

Enquiries  07777617553

BOAT FOR SALE
Rarely available RNSA 14ft 
clinker built classic with a 
well-deserved reputation 
for sailing and handling 
beautifully. Currently ashore 
in Argyll and in launch-ready 
condition, ‘Kestrel’ comes with 
original sails, oars, anchor and 
boat cover. 

PRICE £4,000



VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

REG                  MODEL                        COLOUR  MILEAGE    PRICE REG                     MODEL                    COLOUR   MILEAGE  PRICE

RANGE OF LOWER PRICED CARS    RENAULT CLIO   RENAULT SCENIC   HONDA CIVIC

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

19  Dacia Stepway Essential, Petrol,  Blue  10  £9,975
68  Renault Captur TCe Play,  White/black  9,000  £11,450
18  Dacia Logan AMB TCE Est,  White 5,250  £8,500
67  Renault Twingo 1M SCE,  White 8,700 £6,950
66  Dacia Sandero Laureate DCi  Silver  6,000  £8,450
66  Peugeot 208 GTline HDi  Red  14,500  £9,750
66  Fiat Punto Pop Plus White 8,500  £6,950
16  Vauxhall Corsa Design, 1.4 5dr,  Red 36,000  £6,500
15  Peugeot 3008 HDi Allure Blue 41,000 £9,250
15  Dacia Duster LAU Prime DCi 4x2 Blue 41,000 £8,250

64  Renault Clio + Exp  Red 25,000  £7,500
64  Renault Clio Dyn TCe  Red  16,000  £7,500
64  Vauxhall Corsa SE 1.2, 5dr,  Blue  39,000 £5,650 
64  Dacia Duster LAU DCI 4x4,  Black  51,000  £7,950
14  Nissan Micra Acenta,  Black  21,400  £5,950
63  Renault Clio EXP 1.2 White 5,000 £6,250
62  Kia Picanto 1L Petrol ,  Black  39,000 £3850
62  Peugeot Active 1.7 Auto,  Grey,  64,000  £3,250 
62  BMW Series SPH 1.6  Black 48,000  £7,950
60  Citroen Picasso HDi Blue 80,000 £3,500

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealerWD Semple

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,995

The Dacia Sandero 
STEPWAY

8.9
out of 10

THE ADVENTURE begins here 
EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME WITH THE DACIA SANDERO

The Dacia
LOGAN MCV

STARTING FROM ONLY £9,995

The Dacia
DUSTER

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,495
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Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection all types of 
of 4x4 vehicles double cab and single cabs pickups shogun 

landrover defenders Isuzu Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux 
discovery any vehicle considered old or new any condition 

running or not high miles rotten chassis over heating top price 
paid without any hassle we also buy motorhomes touring 

caravans and commercial vans and trucks.
Tel: 01250 884306 or 

M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, Landrover 
Toyota, Nissan etc... We 

also buy MOT failures and 
accident damage vehicles. 

Anything considered.

WANTED

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or 
condition we can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and 

models, engine problems, farm used, accident damaged, mot 
failures etc.

WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Contact William 
07730 130284

email 
wlmotorhomes@

outlook.com

WANTED 
MOTOR 
HOMES

Caravanettes and 
camper vans, all 

makes and models 
considered. Also 
touring caravans 

and statics, instant 
decision, same day 

payment.
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The Campbeltown Courier has an opportunity for a bright, 
passionate and hungry reporter to join our busy team.

The person we are looking for will ideally have passed their NCTJ Prelims, 
including shorthand, be multi-media literate, and unafraid of hard work.
They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, understand 
the importance of fostering great contacts and knowing their patch, and be 
capable of working on their own initiative as well as part of a team.
They should also hold a full driving licence. As well as writing for the 
newspaper, they will be expected to take occasional pictures on the 
job, as well as contribute to our social media channels. In return for all 
this we offer a competitive salary, great experience and training, as well 
as an enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus 
a covering letter and some examples of your work 
to Susan Windram: swindram@obantimes.co.uk
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WINDOW DIVISION JOINER

BRICKLAYERS

ROOFERS

SITE MANAGERS + TRAINEES 

MASTIC/SEALANT APPLICATOR 

Full time/Permanent positions
Please send CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk 
or call 01546602989 for further info.

Vessel Coordinator
Due to increased workloads, NWM are 
looking to recruit a vessel Coordinator, the 
individual will be responsible for the daily 
management of vessels and crew, working 
within the Fish Farms team and will be 
responsible for the vessel maintenance and 
certification, Client liaison and report writing. 
Must have good local and vessel knowledge 
and experience of Fish Farming. Vacancy to 
be office-based Oban.

Please send CV to 
enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk

Multi Skilled Engineer
Freshwater Recirculation Unit
Barcaldine, Argyll

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
Salmon. As part of our continued growth and investment in our business we are now 
recruiting for our new £44 million Freshwater Hatchery. The first of its kind in the UK, this 
state of the art facility - Recirculation Aquaculture System (RAS) will produce the best 
quality smolts before transferring to sea water at the optimum time.  

We are recruiting for a Multi Skilled Engineer for Freshwater Recirculation Unit located in 
Barcaldine, Argyll.

The successful candidate should be familiar with fault finding and diagnostics of electro
mechanical equipment.  We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a 
positive “hands on” attitude.

We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a positive ‘hands on’
attitude. They must also ensure that all tasks are completed in a professional manner 
adherent to strict health and safety requirements and practice good house keeping 
throughout all activities.

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience along with additional 
payments on completion of specific training, crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, 
pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and 
cycle to work scheme.  
 
A current driving licence is essential. We are an equal opportunities employer and we 
welcome applications from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to 
provide documentation of your right to work in the UK. 
 
If you would like to find out more, please visit the careers page on our website: 
www.scottishseafarms.com.

Closing date for applications is Friday 8th February 2019

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Management Trainee - Farm Manager
Linnhe, Scotland Marine
We are now seeking to appoint an outstanding and experienced Senior Husbandry person who 
is ready to develop their managerial and leadership capability in preparation for a future Marine 
Farm Manager role. 
The Management Trainee role is vital in securing specific on-farm continuity and depth of 
management; it also provides us with a great means of developing stars of the future.
The role of the Management Trainee is to support the Farm Manager in husbandry excellence, staff 
development and in exceeding biological and financial budgets.
Candidates must be committed to the highest standards of health and safety management and have 
knowledge in all aspects of fish husbandry including fish health and welfare, feeding optimisation, 
containment, infrastructure maintenance and skilled seamanship. You’ll also hold a specialization role.
You’ll undertake a structured development pathway where you’ll learn about, and take responsibility 
for stock performance, staff care and development, contractor care, the quality management 
system, farm infra-structure, fish health and welfare, reporting and the environment. You’ll also 
manage the farm in the absence of the Marine Farm Manager.
You’ll be expected to spend time on farms across Scotland Marine for periods of up to 4 weeks at 
a time to cover managerial absence or to participate in training opportunities.
We would welcome applications from any existing exceptional Senior Husbandry person who is 
capable of delivering extraordinary results and is keen to grow their career at Scottish Sea Farms. 
Eligibility to work in the UK: We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified persons; however, you must be able to provide documentation of your 
right to work in the UK at interview.
Benefits: As well as a generous salary, we also offer a structured training plan; career 
development; 30 days paid holiday; re-location support; crop performance bonus (to max £7k per 
crop); discretionary company bonus; pension scheme; life insurance cover; employee assistance 
programme; subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme.
To apply for this role, please visit our website www.scottishseafarms.com/our people/careers 
or for an informal chat please contact HR on 01786 445521
A current driving licence is essential.  
Closing date for applications is 12 noon on Friday 6th September 2019

APPLY ONLINE

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
AVAILABLE IN OUR 

OBAN SHOP

farmfoods.co.uk/careers 

FARMFOODS.CO.UK/CAREERS
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2 The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.
3 The Publisher reserves the right to 

cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4 An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5 Cancellation of display advertising must 
be received by the Publisher before the pub-
lishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in 
full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or action by the 
Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court 
or such other Court as the Publisher may 
choose.
7 The Publisher shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage occasioned by any 

total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant part 
of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made where the error, 
misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with 

which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect 
of all costs, damages or other charges 
falling upon the publication as the result 
of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the adver-
tisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the 
publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must 
be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 

Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 
1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your 
next job in the perfect location.

Multi Skilled Engineer
Freshwater Recirculation Unit
Barcaldine, Argyll

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
Salmon. As part of our continued growth and investment in our business we are now 
recruiting for our new £44 million Freshwater Hatchery. The first of its kind in the UK, this 
state of the art facility - Recirculation Aquaculture System (RAS) will produce the best 
quality smolts before transferring to sea water at the optimum time.  

We are recruiting for a Multi Skilled Engineer for Freshwater Recirculation Unit located in 
Barcaldine, Argyll.

The successful candidate should be familiar with fault finding and diagnostics of electro
mechanical equipment.  We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a 
positive “hands on” attitude.

We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a positive ‘hands on’
attitude. They must also ensure that all tasks are completed in a professional manner 
adherent to strict health and safety requirements and practice good house keeping 
throughout all activities.

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience along with additional 
payments on completion of specific training, crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, 
pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and 
cycle to work scheme.  
 
A current driving licence is essential. We are an equal opportunities employer and we 
welcome applications from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to 
provide documentation of your right to work in the UK. 
 
If you would like to find out more, please visit the careers page on our website: 
www.scottishseafarms.com.

Closing date for applications is Friday 8th February 2019

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Field Engineer
North Scotland (Summer Isles, Kishorn and Nevis)
Scottish Sea Farms are a recognised employer within remote areas of 
Scottish Highlands and Islands. Providing industry leading personal 
learning and development paths, our aim is to nurture and encourage our 
employees to build professional career paths. So, if you are committed 
to developing our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work, 
we would very much like to hear from you.
We are seeking to appoint an experienced Field Engineer to join our 
Engineering Team to service our North Marine Farms in the Summer 
Isles; Loch Kishorn and Loch Nevis.
Responsible for the full service, maintenance and repair of plant 
equipment, the Field Engineer will travel between sites to support Farm 
Managers whilst maintaining an orderly workshop and ensuring health 
and safety compliance and safe systems of work are in place at all times.
The successful candidate should have the relevant Engineering 
qualifications and experience in working with the following: marine 
vessels, generating sets, inboard diesel engines, outboard engines, 
forklifts and small plant repairs. The ideal candidate will be an excellent 
communicator, computer literate and with the highest standards of work 
and health and safety.
In return we offer a generous renumeration package, discretionary company 
bonus, pension scheme, life insurance cover, employee assistance 
programme, subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme.  
A current driving licence is essential. 
We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to provide 
documentation of your right to work in the UK.
To apply, please visit the careers page on our website: 
www.scottishseafarms.com/our-people/careers
Closing date for applications is: 
Friday the 13th of September 2019

Multi Skilled Engineer
Freshwater Recirculation Unit
Barcaldine, Argyll

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
Salmon. As part of our continued growth and investment in our business we are now 
recruiting for our new £44 million Freshwater Hatchery. The first of its kind in the UK, this 
state of the art facility - Recirculation Aquaculture System (RAS) will produce the best 
quality smolts before transferring to sea water at the optimum time.  

We are recruiting for a Multi Skilled Engineer for Freshwater Recirculation Unit located in 
Barcaldine, Argyll.

The successful candidate should be familiar with fault finding and diagnostics of electro
mechanical equipment.  We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a 
positive “hands on” attitude.

We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a positive ‘hands on’
attitude. They must also ensure that all tasks are completed in a professional manner 
adherent to strict health and safety requirements and practice good house keeping 
throughout all activities.

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience along with additional 
payments on completion of specific training, crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, 
pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and 
cycle to work scheme.  
 
A current driving licence is essential. We are an equal opportunities employer and we 
welcome applications from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to 
provide documentation of your right to work in the UK. 
 
If you would like to find out more, please visit the careers page on our website: 
www.scottishseafarms.com.

Closing date for applications is Friday 8th February 2019

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Net Support Manager 
Nevis Support Vessel Loch Nevis, Mallaig
Scottish Sea Farms are a recognised employer within remote areas of the Scottish Highlands 
and Islands. Providing industry leading personal learning and development, our aim is to nurture 
and encourage our employees to build professional career paths. So, if you are committed to 
developing our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work, we would very much like 
to hear from you.
Scottish Sea Farms place net hygiene at the core of efficient marine operations. Clean nets 
optimize oxygen exchange – ensuring the highest digestive efficiency and therefore optimal 
salmon performance. 
The Senior Net Support Manager on our net cleaning support vessel based at Loch Nevis in 
Mallaig is crucial to ensuring the highest standards of net hygiene at our Loch Nevis marine 
farms.
Candidates must be committed to the highest standards of health and safety management and 
demonstrate leadership and excellence in all aspects of fish husbandry including fish health and 
welfare, feeding optimisation, containment, infrastructure maintenance and skilled seamanship.
 To be considered you must be able to demonstrate strong leadership in all aspects of your 
current role. You will be open, honest and able to communicate with ease at all levels. Your 
ability to think and plan ahead will be matched by close attention to detail. It is essential that you 
value our unique identity and have the skills to grow premium quality differentiated salmon for 
customers with the highest expectations.
In return we offer an attractive salary dependent upon experience, discretionary company bonus, 
pension scheme, life insurance cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership 
and cycle to work scheme as well as a 7-day on/off shift pattern, and an individual development 
plan.  
A current driving licence and Coastal Skipper licence is essential in this role. 
We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications from all suitably qualified 
persons; however, you must be able to provide documentation of your right to work in the UK.
To apply: Please visit the careers page on our website: www.scottishseafarms.com/
ourpeople/careers or contact HR on 01786 445 521
Closing date for applications: Friday 13th September 2019

Accountant/Book Keeper 
Vacancy

Dunstaffnage Marina Ltd require a part-
time accountant/qualified book keeper. The 
successful applicant will liaise directly with Senior 
Management to complete their duties. Duties 
include but are not limited to. Updating purchase 
ledger, Supplier Invoicing, Customer Invoicing, 
VAT Returns, Company Accounts, Corporation 
Tax Returns, Sage Accounts & PAYE.
Rate per hour TBC dependant on experience.  
Reference Accountant/Book Keeper Vacancy

Dunstaffnage Marina, Dunbeg, Oban
PA37 1PX
01631 566555
Email: reception@dunstaffnagemarina.com

ETIVE TAXIS
Taxi driver 

wanted with 
immediate start
Excellent rates of pay

01631 566880



Proposed Let of a Croft

Mr Donald James 
MacDougall is applying to 
the Crofting Commission 
for consent to let the 
tenancy of the croft known 
as Oban Seil Croft, Isle of 
Seil, By Oban to Mr Donald 
Joseph MacDougall of 
Oban Seil Croft, Isle of Seil, 
By Oban, Argyll, PA34 4TN.
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township or if 
the Commission consider 
that you have a direct 
interest in this application, 
you may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or other permanent form to 
the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW (e-mail: info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk) 
within 28 days from the 
date of publication of this 
advert.
Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties.  Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

Proposed Division 
of a Croft by Owner-

Occupier Crofter

Dr Abigail Beastall is 
applying to divide the 
owner-occupier croft at 
Keills, Isle of Jura into 2 
new crofts.

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.
scot within 28 days from 
the date of the advert.

Reference Number

19/03764/FUL

19/03731/FUL

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL

FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2009 (“the 2009 Act”) AND

THE FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT (FLOOD PROTECTION SCHEMES, POTENTIALLY VULNERABLE AREAS 
AND LOCAL PLAN DISTRICTS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2010 (“the 2010 Regulations”)

CAOL AND LOCHYSIDE FLOOD PROTECTION SCHEME 2018

Notice is hereby given in terms of paragraph 10 of schedule 2 of the 2009 Act that on 15 August 2019 The 
Highland Council confirmed the Caol and Lochyside Flood Protection Scheme 2018 without modifications 
(“the Scheme”). The final decision was made in accordance with section 60 and paragraph 9 of Schedule 2 
of the 2009 Act and Parts II, III & IV of the 2010 Regulations.

In accordance with paragraph 11 of Schedule 2 of the 2009 Act, the Scheme will become operative six 
weeks after notice of its confirmation is first published in a locally circulating newspaper, unless an appeal 
in accordance with paragraph 12 of schedule 2 of the 2009 Act is made against the Scheme before the 
expiry of the six week period (i.e. before 17 October 2019).

An appeal may be made by any person affected by the Scheme and is to be made by way of summary 
application to the Sheriff of the Sheriffdom of Grampian, Highland and Islands: Sheriff Court House, High 
Street, Fort William, PH33 6EE. The grounds on which a decision to confirm the Scheme can be appealed 
are: (a) that the confirmed scheme breaches the restriction in section 61 (3) or does not comply with the 
requirement in section 61 (4) of the 2009 Act; (b) that, in reaching the decision, the local authority erred in 
law; or (c) that there was a failure to comply with a procedural requirement contained in Schedule 2 of the 
2009 Act or the 2010 Regulations.

Stewart D. Fraser, Head of Corporate Governance, The Highland Council

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL

FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2009 (“the 2009 Act”) AND

THE FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT (FLOOD PROTECTION SCHEMES, POTENTIALLY VULNERABLE AREAS 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal.  

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL (LOCHABER HIGH SCHOOL, CAMAGHAEL, 

FORT WILLIAM, PH33 7ND) (REVOCATION ORDER) 2019

TAKE NOTICE that The Highland Council as Planning Authority for the area of Highland (“The Council”) have 
made an Order under Section 65 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as amended) to 
revoke Planning Permission 19/00414/FUL for the installation of 250kW PV array at Lochaber High School, 
Camaghael, Fort William, PH33 7ND.

The Council has been notified in writing by the owner and occupier of the land that they do not object to the 
Order.  The Council is of the opinion that no other person will be affected by the Order. 

If you wish to have an opportunity of appearing before, and being heard by, a person appointed by the 
Scottish Ministers you should give notice in writing to that effect to the Scottish Government, Development 
Department, Planning Division, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ, not later than the Third day of October 
Two Thousand and Nineteen.

If no such notice has been given by that date, the Council shall confirm the Order upon the expiry of fourteen 
days from Third October Two Thousand and Nineteen and, upon the date of confirmation, the Order shall 
take effect.

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Proposed erection of food storage building

Erection of house (retrospective amendment 
to planning permission 17/05834/FUL)

Mowi Scotland Ltd
Loch Lochy Fish Farm, Gairlochy

Land 60M NW Of Achnasol House
Achnabobane, Spean Bridge
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Argyll and Bute Council
Councillor Jim Lynch (E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Lynch will be holding surgeries during the month of 
SEPTEMBER 2019 as follows:
DATE VENUE TIME
Friday 13th 
September

Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban

2.00pm - 4.00pm

Tuesday 17th 
September

Soroba Community Centre, 
8A Scalpay Terrace, Soroba

6.00pm - 8.00pm

He can be contacted by email – Jim.Lynch@argyll-bute.gov.uk and 
by telephone 01631 567893.

Councillor Sir Jamie McGrigor 
(E.W. 4 Oban South and the Isles)

Councillor Sir McGrigor will be holding a surgery on Friday 27th 
September 2019 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 10.00am - 12 Noon.
He can be contacted by email – Jamie.McGrigor@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 567853.

Councillor Kieron Green (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Green will be holding a surgery on Friday 20th 
September 2019 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
He can be contacted by email – Kieron.Green@argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and by telephone 01631 562 444

Councillor Elaine Robertson (E.W. 5 Oban North and Lorn)
Councillor Robertson will be holding a surgery on Friday 27th 
Septemeber 2019 in the Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, 
Oban from 2.00pm - 4.00pm.
Councillor Robertson can also be contacted by email – 
Elaine.Robertson@argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to 
Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
your Local Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/01778/LIB Removal of existing aluminium lean-to greenhouse 

and gates, erection of replacement timber lean-to 
greenhouse and installation of replacement garage doors

Old Clachan Farmhouse,  
Clachan Seil, Oban,  
Argyll And Bute, PA34 4RH

19/01752/PP Demolition of rear extensions and erection of 
replacement one and a half storey rear extension, 
installation of rooflights and roof mounted solar panels

10 Breadalbane Street, 
Tobermory, Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute, PA75 6PE

19/01264/PP Removal of condition 6 (croft management plan) 
relative to planning permission 17/01402/PP (Erection 
of dwellinghouse, formation of vehicular access and 
installation of septic tank and soakaway)

Land North Of Yum Yum, Caolis, 
Isle Of Tiree, Argyll And Bute

19/01626/PP Erection of telecommunications equipment compound 
with 20 metre high mast and associated works

Proposed Mast 407M West  
Of Duntanachan, Taynuilt,  
Argyll And Bute

19/01729/PP Rehabilitation works to dwellinghouse, erection of 
extension and installation of air source heat pump

2 Port Ramsay, Isle Of Lismore, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute, PA34 5UN

19/01737/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, outbuilding and installation 
of septic tank

Land North Of Penmore Mill, 
Penmore, Dervaig,  
Isle Of Mull, Argyll And Bute

19/01623/PP Change of use of detached garage to form residential 
annexe

The Kyles, Glenegedale, Isle Of 
Islay, Argyll And Bute, PA42 7AS

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is 
considered a public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked 
confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can 
be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (QUEENS PARK PLACE, STATION 
ROAD AND RAILWAY STATION ACCESS ROAD, OBAN)
(SPECIAL EVENT) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 
(NO. 2) ORDER 2019 
On Monday 2nd September 2019, Argyll and Bute Council in exercise 
of the powers conferred on them by Section 16(A) of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as amended, with the consent of the 
Scottish Ministers under Section 16(B)(6)(b) of the said Act, made 
the above named Order, the effect of which will be that for a 
temporary period it will be unlawful for any person to drive or cause 
or permit to be driven any vehicle, with the exception of emergency 
services vehicles, through the entire lengths of Queens Park Place, 
Station Road and Railway Station Access Road, Oban in order to 
permit the holding of a Motor-fest on or near those roads.
The restrictions, which shall be effective when indicated by signs, 
will be in operation between 0800 hours and 1800 hours on Sunday 
15th September 2019.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.
Roads and Infrastructure Services, 
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid



BUILDING / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS - for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colour, £40.00 
Telephone 01631 564578
SPANISH ROOFING 
SLATES – 104 full size 
Spanish roofi ng slates plus 
some ½ slates, £75.00 
Telephone 01586 552330.

CAMPING 
& CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT
CARAVAN DOUBLE STEP 
- Caravan double step, 
strong steel step. Overall 
size 27 inches x 24 inches 
x 14 inches high, £10.00 
Telephone 07867 624679
CAMPING KITCHEN 
CUPBOARD - Camping 
and caravan kitchen type 
cupboard. Three shelves 
mesh sides and zip front. 
All folds up into zip up bag. 
Unused vgc. Size 20” x 
24” x 40”high, £20.00 Tele-
phone 07867 624679
CAMPING ROTARY 
WASH LINE - Camping 
and caravanning rotary 
washing line. Stands on 
own tripod base. vgc, 
£10.00 Telephone 07867 
624679

CAR ACCESSORIES
FOUR ALLOY WHEELS 
- to fi t Vauxhall Astra/VW 
Polo, used, good tyres, 
four stud. Non matching 
spare. £80.00 Telephone 
07456 434363 or 01586 
301240

DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES
HOSTESS HEATED BUF-
FET TRAY - Complete with 
serving dishes and incor-
porating warming compart-
ment, in as new condition, 
Telephone 07934 491712

FURNITURE
3 SEATER BROWN 
LEATHER COUCH - in very 
good condition. Length 
210, height 95, depth 90. 
£60.00 ono. Telephone 
01631 564365
SINGLE MATTRESS AND 
BASE - Brand new, £50.00 
Telephone 07745 109361
CHEST OF DRAWERS - 
new, brown colour, height 
650mm, length 700mm, 

deep 500mm. Oban, 
£30.00 Telephone 07745 
109361
CREAM LEATHER SEAT-
ER SETTEE - Cream 
leather three seater settee. 
Leather is in good condition 
with no damage. Settee 
is very comfortable and 
a generous three seats. 
£90.00 Telephone 07867 
624679
WOODEN SHELVING 
UNIT - Approx 17½” wide x 
8” deep x 78” high, £10.00 
Telephone 01631 570955 
or 07845 766043

FURNITURE
SOLID DARK WOOD 
SIDEBOARD - Excellent 
storage, photo available, 
£95.00 Telephone 01631 
570955 or 07845 766043

GARDEN
VINTAGE LAWN ROLL-
ERS - cast iron and deco-
rative, for working use or 
colourful garden feature, 
various sizes from, £90.00 
Telephone 01631 564578
VINTAGE HAND PLOUGH 
- restored and painted 
green and red. Will make 
a fi ne garden feature. Can 
deliver, £80.00 Telephone 
01631 564578
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
- and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items, £30.00 Tele-
phone 01631 564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS - in various sizes 
and styles, make lovely 
garden planters. Prices 
from, £40.00 Telephone 
01631 564578

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD - white, blue and 
pink colours in stock, avail-
able in A3/A4/A5 sizes, 
from 13p per sheet. Con-
tact Krisp Print Telephone 
01586 554975

HOME ENTERTAIN-
MENT
TOSHIBA 21 INCH TV 
- white with built in dvd 
player, £20.00 Telephone 
01631 720159

MARINE
2 SEAGULL OUTBOARD 
MOTORS - one long shaft 
£60.00, one short shaft 

(missing prop) £40.00, 
Telephone 01546 886641

MISCELLANEOUS
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
- Foam, 6 Litre, £50.00 
Telephone 01852 300320
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
- 9 Litre Water, £60.00 
Telephone 01852 300320
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
- CO2, £50.00 Telephone 
01852 300320
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS - 
Powder, £40.00 Telephone 
01852 300320

MOBILITY
MOTABILITY SCOOTER 
- Small Rascal, fully ser-
viced, new batteries, folds, 
easily transported, £400.00 
Telephone 01499 302278

POULTRY
HATCHING EGGS - Wel-
summer cross, £1.00 each, 
Telephone 07887 797802

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY
THANK YOU CARDS - 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day.
Truly individual, a treasured 
keepsake. Call Krisp Print 
Telephone 01586 554975
PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL - market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and fl yers 
from Krisp Print Telephone 
01586 554975

WANTED
RURAL LAND 

WANTED
To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804
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PERSONAL NOTICE

Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

On behalf of James, Kendal and all of the 
Tangney family we wish to say a sincere thank you to all of 

the Fort William community. 
We have been overwhelmed with kindness, support and generosity 
since James' accident. A very special thanks to Bryan, Craig, Darren 

and Ross for the Three Peaks Challenge and everybody who 
contributed so generously to the JustGiving fund. Also the very 

successful Race Night in the shinty club. We feel very privileged to 
live in such a caring community. Thank you all very much for your 

support which is greatly appreciated by all of us.
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MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

01546 603989
mbcargyll.com

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE

Oban Times 80 x 125_new.qxp_Layout 1  13/03/2019  15:46  Page 1

secure document 
& data destruction

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

FREE HOME CONSULTATION AND FREE INSTALLATION 

 since 1972

NEW Roman Co�ection

see our website for details and more offers!

plus

20%
OFF 

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

BLINDS

DIY & TRADE SUPPLIES

REMOVAL & STORAGE

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS

DRIVEWAYS AND PATIO SPECIALISTS
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MEMORIALS

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

 

Tel:  
01397 701110 

24 Hour Professional Service 
 

Inverlochy,  
Fort William 

Proudly Owned and Managed by Jamie Manson Cert. FP M.I.F.D.C. & Beth MacBeath 

DEATHS
CLEAVE - Peter died sud-
denly on September 1, 2019 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
age 86. Dear beloved husband 
of Joan for 64 years. A dear 
father to Andrew and Valerie 
and grandfather to Ciaran 
and Albin. Very sadly missed 
by all of the family.
GALBRAITH – Peacefully at 
A.R.I a� er a short illness on 
August 25, 2019 on her 99th 
birthday, Betty (Crawford) 
Galbraith, Kiloran, Isle of 
Colonsay. Beloved wife of 
the late Hugh (Shepherd), 
dear mother to Hugh, Calum, 
Henry and Mamie and a 
much loved mother-in-law, 
granny and great-granny. A 
lovely lady who will be sadly 
missed.
HOBHOUSE - On 
Wednesday, August 28, 
2019, aged 66, Georgina 
Dehra Catherine Hobhouse. 
Peacefully in Oban Hospital, 
a� er a short illness and many 
years of struggling with MS. 
A huge loss to her family, the 
Colonsay island community 
and her large and diverse 
network of friends across the 
world. She will be lovingly 
remembered for a long time, 
by a lot of people. Funeral to 
be held in Colonsay on the 
a� ernoon of Wednesday, 
September 11 – all welcome.
KNEPIL - Peacefully in Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban 
a� er a long illness in her 
79th year, Krysten. Funeral 
Service to take place at St. 
Columba’s Cathedral, Oban 
on � ursday, September 5, 
2019 at 10.00am. A private 
cremation will follow.
MACLURG - Niall Iain 
Maclurg, aged 56, suddenly at 
his home in Tarves on August 
26, 2019. Youngest son of the 
late Margaret (Meg) and John 
(Jack) Maclurg, formerly 
Dalmally. In accordance with 
his wishes, Niall has been 
cremated with no service. He 
will be remembered fondly 
by many, just remember the 
good times.  
McARTHUR - On 
Wednesday August 28, 
2019, in his 87th year, John 
McDonald McAllister 
McArthur, a dear brother 
and uncle. Funeral will take 
place from St. Columba’s 
Cathedral, Esplanade, Oban 
on Wednesday, August 11 
at 10.00 am. � erea� er to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.
McARTHUR - Matilda Avril 
Jane McAulay McArthur. 
Peacefully, at the Mid 
Argyll Hospital, on August 
26, 2019, (Matilda) Avril, 
of 47 MacDonald Terrace, 
Lochgilphead, loving wife 
of the late Neil McArthur, 
cherished mother to Jean, 
Caroline, Catherine, Neil 
and Fiona, elder sister of 
Mary, Elizabeth and Ben, 
and a sorely missed grand-

mother and mother-in-law. 
Dear aunt to all the family. 
Funeral service was held in 
Lochgilphead Parish Church, 
on Monday, September 2, 
2019, followed by interment 
at Achnabreac Cemetery. 
Sadly missed.
MILLICAN - Charles 
William. Peacefully at home 
on Sunday, August 25, 2019, 
Charles, beloved husband of 
Ruth and much loved Dad of 
Donald, Kirsty and Calum. 
Burial at Rutherglen ceme-
tery on Friday, September 6 at 
11am followed by a service in 
Queen’s Park Baptist Church, 
Balvicar Drive, Glasgow at 12 
noon. Family � owers only, 
please. Donations in lieu, if 
desired, to Cancer Research.
SIM - Elizabeth (Betty). 
Suddenly at home, on 
September 1, 2019, Betty, 
aged 86, much loved wife 
of the late Ian Sim, mother 
of Robert, Alexander and 
Philip and Granny of Jamie, 
Katie, Jennifer, Michael and 
Lindsey. Funeral at Falkirk 
Crematorium on Wednesday, 
September 11, 2019 at 
12.15pm.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACLUGASH - Ernie. � e 
family would like to thank 
all who attended the funeral 
or sent cards or � owers and 
expressed sympathy, or gave 
us support. � ank you to 
Carol and Brian Fallows 
for being so helpful to us by 
enabling our arrangements 
for Ernie’s funeral service in 
Fort William Baptist Church. 
� anks also to Alan Smillie 
for conducting the service 
and Frances Sedgewick for 
playing music for the hymns. 
� anks to John Flannigan of 
McLellan Undertakers for 
his helpfulness. � ank you 
Dr Tregaskis and the para-
medics at Belford hospital.  
� ank you Pulmonary Nurse 
Michelle Du� y of Raigmore 
Hospital. Very special thanks 
to Glen Mor surgery sta� , 
who treated Ernie with such 
kindness and expertise 
during his long illness and 
when he died suddenly, but 
peacefully at home. � anks 
to all who generously donated 
towards the total £558.65p 
for Glen Mor Surgery 
(Equipment Fund).    
O’DONNELL - � e 
O’Donnell family would 
like to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for their 
kindness, words of support, 
� owers and cards during our 
sad loss of Danny; a much 
loved father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather. A 
special thank you to Dr John 
Wallace for always going 
above and beyond in his 
care and to his colleagues at 
Craig Nevis Surgery. � ank 
you to Craig Gardiner and 
the Community Nurses for 
their professionalism and 
compassion. We would also 

like to thank Fr Roddy, Fr 
David and Fr Emmanuel 
for their words of comfort, 
McDonald Bros for their 
lovely � ower arrangements, 
Caol Community Centre for 
the funeral tea and McFall 
Funeral Directors for their 
professionalism. Finally, 
many thanks to all who came 
to pay their last respects 
to Danny and generously 
donated £1061.67 to the com-
munity nurses.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Kenny, dearly 
beloved brother, brother-in-
law and uncle who passed 
away on September 9, 2018 
also remembering with love 
my dad Donald, who died 30 
years ago on July 30, 1989.
Remembering you is easy, we 
do it every day
Missing you is the heartache 
that never goes away.
- Ian, Alyson and family.
CAMPBELL - Cherished 
memories of Colin, a loving 
husband, dad, gramps, and 
great-gramps, who died 
September 5, 2015.
Greatly missed by us all.
- Lorna and family.
CRAVEN - In memory of 
our brother Billy, who passed 
away on September 3, 2009.
Always remembered, never 
forgotten.
- Marleen and Allan.
MACCOLL - In loving mem-
ory of Angus, very deeply 
loved and so sadly missed,
3/9/2017, also Donnie, forever 
in our thoughts, 1/8/2017.
- � e MacColl family.
MOYES - In loving memory 
of Ted, a dear dad and grand-
pa who died September 9, 
2014.
Nothing can ever take away 
the love a heart holds dear
Fond memories linger every 
day remembrance keeps him 
near.
- Anne, Caroline, Ted and 
families.
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CHARITY DONATIONS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn  
Fundraising Branch

Donations always  
gratefully accepted

Please contact  
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House 
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

THOUGHT 
FOR THE WEEKMembers of South Argyll 

Guilds Together (SAGT) 
are inviting those who love 
to sing to join them at their 
Wee Big Sing in Tarbert.

�e Big Sing is a national 
event held at the Church 
of Scotland’s General 
Assembly, bringing together 
almost 1,000 guild members 
and friends from across the 
world in celebration of con-
gregational singing.

A SAGT spokeswoman 
said: ‘It is always oversub-
scribed and held far from 
here so, undaunted, we are 
holding our own, smaller 
version – hence the title.

‘We will sing our favourite 

Faith is good for you – if that 
faith con�rms the love of 
God for every last one of us 
upon this earth, including in 
Argyll.

For we operate at our best 
for ourselves, for others and 
this planet when we do so 
from the �rm base of love. 
And God gi�s humanity love 
so we can be God’s co-work-
ers sharing this same love.

St Paul wrote to a wee 
church in Colossae saying: 
'For in Christ the whole 
fullness of deity dwells 
bodily, and you have come to 
fullness in him.'

So many of us in our pres-
surised 21st-century seem 
to have lives unful�lled, 
lacking fullness. Hence the 
desire to change who we 
are, how we are, what we 
look like, what we own. And 
such high standards are 

set for the perfect life. �e 
strange thing is that as the 
church has relaxed about so 
much, and has found itself 
more on the margins – and 
able to do the right thing 
in God-surprising ways in 
our weakness, the world in 
which we live has become 
more puritan. You have to 
say and think the right thing 
or you are not respected. You 
have to be �t – no place for 
excess carbs; eat a perfect 
diet – lots of salad. You are 
to have perfect children and 
take perfect holidays and 
have a home that looks like a 
show-house.

And all the time you are to 
be happy. And should you 
sag, then Botox will �t you 
with a permanent grin.

You could say that the puri-
tans are taking over.

May the church be the place 
of acceptance, forgiveness 
and understanding – and 
a spirituality of deep faith 
– where the fullness of our 
true selves are found in God, 
Creator, Son and Holy Spirit.

Rev Dugald Cameron,
Kilmore and Oban.

The Big Sing comes to Tarbert
hymns, chosen by the guilds 
of the area. 

‘It will be our own Songs of 
Praise.’

�e spokeswoman stressed 
that although the event is 
organised by the guild, it is 
not just for the guild: ‘If, like 
us, you feel congregational 
singing is one of the glories 
of the Presbyterian tradition, 
then come along and sing 
to the glory of God. Male 
voices would be especially 
welcome.’

�e Wee Big Sing will be 
held at Tarbert Parish Church 
on Saturday, September 7, 
at 2pm, followed by tea and 
biscuits in the church hall.The event will be held at Tarbert Parish Church. 

�e skirl of the pipes will 
soon be heard even louder on 
Mull, a�er Tobermory High 
School Pipe Band successful-
ly bid for a grant to help them 
expand.

�e band was given £2,000 
from ferry operator CalMac’s 
Community Fund to help 
them buy equipment for 
new members. An expand-
ed band will create more 
opportunities for a wider 
range of children and allow 
for sustainable music tuition 
to be taught in schools across 
Mull and Iona.

Pipe Major Calum 
Maclean said: ‘�e CalMac 
Community Fund has helped 
our youth pipe band grow so 
we are more able to represent 
our community at local and 
national events.’

CalMac’s Community 
Fund is open to non-pro�t 
organisations involved in 
activities that will bene�t 
young people aged 26 and 
under from island or coastal 
communities the company 
supports. So far the fund 
has supported 24 projects 
and invested £43,435 in west 
coast communities.

‘�e response since we 
made the �rst round of 
awards earlier in the year 
has been fantastic. I’m de-
lighted we are now helping 
to bring the joy of piping to 
more young people on Mull 
and Iona,’ said CalMac’s 
Director of Community and 
Stakeholder Engagement 
Brian Fulton.

Generous CalMac grant sees Mull 
school pipe band able to expand

Each application was 
judged by a screening panel 
of young people recruited 
from across the company’s 
network, in partnership with 
Young Scot.

Other grants awarded in the 
Inner Hebrides and Oban in-
cluded £2,000 for Craignure 
Recreational Activity 
Facility Team in support of 

their Craignure Playpark; 
£2,000 to Family Mediation 
Argyll and Bute to help 
fund their Tiree School Peer 
Mediation project; £2,000 to 
North Argyll Carers Centre 
Ltd for their We Care project 
and £2,000 to Oban Otters 
Amateur Swimming Club to 
support their CalMac Swim 
Challenge 2019.

Delighted Tobermory Pipe Band members with their CalMac cheque.

�e �nal of the 2019 Rotary 
Pairs Bowling Competition 
took place at Oban Bowling 
Club on August 27 with 
Lachie Beaton and Tommy 
McQuade taking on Graham 
Innes and Alan Hoar.

�e �nal was a closely con-
tested match with the two 
novices, Tommy and Alan, 
playing particularly well as 
leads, with Tommy proving 
adept at hitting and dragging 
the jack.

�e lead changed hands at 
almost every end and at the 
start of the �nal end Lachie 
and Tommy were leading by 
a single shot.

Once again Tommy 
dragged the jack to a tricky 
position at the edge of the 
rink with his touching bowl 
lying shot in the ditch. 
Graham and Lachie then 
attempted to get their bowls 
closer to the jack and man-
aged to do so with three of 
their bowls.

�ese bowls were subse-
quently measured resulting 
in Graham and Alan scoring 

two shots and winning the 
match 11-10 and with it the 
Millennium Bowl presented 
by the late Dennis Cathro.

�anks go to Oban Bowling 
Club for hosting the event 
and making the visiting 
Rotarians so welcome.

Special thanks go to 
senior Oban bowler Alex 
Carmichael  for his com-
mentary on the �nal and his 
pinpoint gems of advice to 
the four �nalists.

Oban Rotary Pairs Bowling Competition

Graham Innes, left, and 
Allan Hoar. 
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This is a repeat of the 
2016 final which was 
played at the same ven-
ue. It was a close affair 
which Newtonmore won 
1-0 courtesy of a Glen 
MacKintosh goal but the 
feeling from within the 
Oban Camanachd camp 
is that they didn’t do them-

selves justice that day. 
The sides have yet to 

meet this season, as was 
the case ahead on the 
2016 final.

Newtonmore, chasing 
a fourth successive final 
success, have had a tough 
route to this year’s final. 
It began with a 1-1 home 

draw with Lovat when it 
took an Iain Robinson 
goal just 10 minutes from 
time to earn a replay 
which ’More won 3-0 at 
Balgate with Ewen Fraser 
scoring twice and Fraser 
MacKintosh getting the 
other. 

Skye were edged out 

2-1 in the quarter-final, 
with Glen MacKintosh and 
Iain Robinson on target, 
and Steven Macdonald 
despatched two penalties 
in an epic 7-5 semi-final 
victory over Caberfeidh. 

Newtonmore manager 
Paul John MacKintosh 
has concerns surrounding 

Shinty’s greatest prize, the Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup, 
is up for grabs when Oban Camanachd and Newtonmore 
meet in the final at An Aird on Saturday September 14. 
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Glen MacKintosh, who 
is an injury doubt for this 
year’s clash, while team-
mate Michael Russell is 
working his way back to 
fitness. 

Oban Camanachd start-
ed this year’s campaign 
with a 2-1 victory against 
Glenurquhart with Andrew 
MacCuish and Daniel 
MacVicar getting the 
goals. Andrew MacCuish 
made the difference as 
Kinlochshiel were 
eliminated 2-1 in the 
quarter-final while Daniel 
Cameron’s brace, and 
another goal from Andrew 
MacCuish, secured a 3-0 
semi-final triumph over 
Kyles Athletic.  

Oban Camanachd boss 
Stephen Sloss will miss 
the influential Scott Mac-

Millan in midfield as he 
is suspended. However, 
youngster Daniel Sloss, 
who has proved to be such 
a key player this term, has 
recovered from a knock 
sustained in the team’s 
last outing at Caberfeidh.    

Speaking ahead of the 
final, Oban Camanachd 
manager Steven Sloss 
said: ‘We have the Celtic 
Society Cup in the 
bag, we lost out in the 
Macaulay final and are 
doing fine in the league, 
with a number of games 
still to play, so 2019 will 
always go down as a good 
season. However, the fact 
is that it will go down as 
a fantastic season which 
will be talked about for 
years to come if we can 
win the Camanachd Cup. 

It really is a night and day 
difference. 

‘We are training every 
night ahead of the final 
and we’ll have a game 
against Lochside com-
ing up to help with our 
preparations. 

‘Following last Satur-
day’s postponement 
against Kinlochshiel, we 
will now be three weeks 
without a game as we’re 
not able to play on the 
Saturday before the final 
because of the South v 
North U21 game. That’s far 
from ideal, and something 
that should be looked at, 
but at least it is the same 
for Newtonmore.

‘These opportunities 
don’t come around all 
that often and some great 
shinty players have never 

played in a Camanachd 
Cup final. A Camanachd 
Cup win would be a mon-
key off the back for our 
younger players while it 
might be a last chance of 
Scottish success for some 
of the more experienced 
guys.’

For those who can’t 
make the game, the 
final will be televised live. 
Throw-up is at 2pm and 
Robert Baxter, who also 
refereed the 2016 final, 
is the match official. He 
will be assisted by Fort 
William goal judges Iain 
Kennedy and John Wood 
while Des McNulty, Tina 
Marshall, Andy MacLean 
and Steven MacLachlan 
will run the lines. Skye’s 
John Angus Gillies is the 
fourth official.

The gates at An Aird open at 10 am – and 
the Kids’ Zone will open right through 
from then. The MacMaster Under-14 
Cup final will be played at 11am before 
the Camanachd final begins at 2.15pm.
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Fixtures

Weather plays havoc with fixtures

In one of only four matches to beat the weather Boleskine took on 
Lewis Camanachd. Our photograph shows Boleskine’s Rory Campbell 
and Paddy Sinclair, Lewis Camanachd, in a race for the ball. Photographs: Neil 

Paterson 

Saturday 7 September
Mowi North Division 1
Newtonmore v Aberdeen Uni
Iain Kennedy - noon

Caol Cup - Under 21
Representative Match
South v North
Des McNulty - 2pm -
at Taynuilt.

Women’s Camanachd
Association 
Marine Harvest
Challenge Cup Final
Lovat v Inverness
Lucy McNulty - 1.45pm -
at The Dell, Kingussie.

Valerie Fraser
Camanachd Cup �nal
Skye v Badenoch
Ross Brown - 4pm -
at The Dell, Kingussie.

Mowi Premiership
Kinlochshiel P
Newtonmore P
Champions Newtonmore missed 
out on the chance to lead the Mowi 
Premiership for the �rst time this 
season when their noon throw-up 
against Kinlochshiel was postponed. 

Kinlochshiel’s new Reraig pitch 
failed a Saturday morning inspec-
tion following persistent overnight 
rain. 

Kinlochshiel now have three 
matches remaining. �ey host Oban 
Camanachd on Saturday September 
21 and travel to Kingussie on 
Saturday October 5. �e date 
for the re-scheduled meeting 
with Newtonmore has still to be 
con�rmed.

Newtonmore remain in second 
place in shinty’s top �ight with 20 
points and �ve matches remaining. 
�eir next league �xture is at Kyles 
Athletic on Saturday September 21  
before home matches against Oban 
Camanachd and Kyles Athletic 
the following two Saturdays. 
Newtonmore then travel to face 
Oban Camanachd on Saturday 
October 19, with the visit to 
Kinlochshiel still to be re-scheduled. 

Newtonmore can still �nish the 
season on 30 points. 

�e trip to Kinlochshiel was 
Newtonmore’s �nal match ahead of 
the Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup 
Final against Oban Camanachd at 
An Aird on Saturday September 14. 

�eir second team �xture against 
Aberdeen University this weekend 
allows Michael Russell and Glen 
MacKintosh the chance to prove 
their �tness following injury and 
stake a place in the cup �nal squad.  

Kingussie P
Caberfeidh P
�e 3pm throw-up between Artemis 
Macaulay Cup winners Kingussie 
and Caberfeidh at the Dell was 
called o� on Saturday morning. 

Kingussie stay third on 19 points 
with six matches remaining. 
Arguably, they have the more 
straight-forward run-in. �eir next 
�xture is at home to Inveraray on 
Saturday September 21. �eir �nal 
matches take place on successive 
Saturdays and are Caberfeidh,  away, 
Kinlochshiel, home, Kyles Athletic,  
away, and Kilmallie, away, with the 
meeting with Caberfeidh at the Dell 

still to be re-scheduled. Kingussie 
can still �nish the season on 31 
points.   

Seventh-placed Caberfeidh have 12 
points with four �xtures remaining. 
�ey are already ahead of last year’s 
total of 10 points which earned 
eighth spot.  

Caberfeidh still have visits to Lovat 
and Kyles Athletic, either side of a 
home meeting with Kingussie with 
the away clash with Kingussie still to 
be con�rmed.  

Lochaber P 
Oban Camanachd P
Wet weather claimed another 
casualty as the clash between 
Lochaber and Oban Camanachd 
at Spean Bridge was postponed on 
Saturday morning. 

Relegation-threatened Lochaber 
are on seven points with two match-
es le� to save their season. �ey have 
a noon meeting with Kyles Athletic 
at Spean Bridge scheduled for 
Saturday September 14, whilst the 
Oban Camanachd clash is still to be 
re-scheduled.

�is was Oban Camanachd’s 
�nal �xture ahead of the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup Final 
against Newtonmore at An Aird on 
Saturday September 14.

�erea�er, Oban Camanachd’s 
remaining six league �xtures sees 
them travel to Kinlochshiel on 
Saturday September 21 and, on 
successive Saturdays therea�er,  
they play Newtonmore, away, 
Inveraray, home, Lovat, away, and 
Newtonmore, home, with the trip 
to Lochaber still to be re-scheduled. 

Oban Camanachd can �nish the 
season on 28 points. 

Kyles Athletic P 
Kilmallie P
�e clash between Kyles Athletic 
and Kilmallie at Tighnabruaich 
was postponed as the Kilmallie club 
attended the funeral of former youth 
player Matthew Duncan.

Kyles Athletic still have six games 
le�. �ey travel to Lochaber on 
Saturday September 14 with a trip 
to Newtonmore the week a�er. 
Kyles visit Newtonmore on Saturday  
October 5 with home matches on 
consecutive Saturdays therea�er 
against Kingussie, Caberfeidh and 
Kilmallie. 

Kilmallie are on nine points, 

two points ahead of Inveraray and 
Lochaber in their battle to beat the 
drop. 

Kilmallie have a wait to play their 
�nal two games which are at home 
to Kingussie on Saturday October 
19, with a trip to Kyles the week a�er. 

Inveraray will have �nished their 
season by then having made trips to 
Kingussie and Oban Camanachd. 

Mowi National 
Division
Skye Camanachd P
Glasgow Mid Argyll P
Skye Camanachd’s clash with 
Glasgow Mid Argyll was postponed 
on Friday a�ernoon as Pairc nan 
Laoch was waterlogged.

Glasgow Mid Argyll can �nish the 
season on 23 points and, with four 
matches remaining, they are still 
favourites to secure second spot and 
promotion to the Mowi Premiership. 
However, they still have work to do. 

GMA host Strathglass on Saturday 
September 14 and �nish the season 
with away matches the following 
three Saturdays at Fort William, 
Strathglass and Skye. 

Skye can still reach 19 points but 
their promotion hopes rest on beat-
ing Glenurquhart at Pairc nan Laoch 
on Saturday September 21 and GMA 
at the same venue a fortnight later in 
their two remaining games whilst 
also hoping GMA slip up. 

Oban Celtic P
Strathglass P
�e wet weather through Friday 
night into Saturday morning led to 
the postponement of the match be-
tween Oban Celtic and Strathglass 
at Ganavan.

�is encounter has been re-sched-

uled for Saturday September 21,  
with Oban Celtic’s �nal match at 
home to Glenurquhart a week later. 

Strathglass �nish with September 
matches at GMA and Oban Celtic 
and a home clash with GMA. 

Bute P
Glenurquhart P
Bute’s 2pm throw-up with promo-
tion hopefuls Glenurquhart at the 
Meadows was called o� on Saturday 
morning as heavy rain meant the 
pitch on Rothesay was mainly under 
water.

Bute will �nish their season with 
matches at Beauly and at home to 
Glenurquhart. 

Glenurquhart have three matches 
to go and can �nish the season on 
20 points. 

�eir promotion hopes rest on win-
ning at Skye on Saturday September 
21 and at Oban Celtic and Bute on 
the two Saturdays therea�er, whilst 
also hoping GMA slip up.  

Strathdearn Cup Final
Newtonmore P
Fort William P
�ere was disappointment for the 
Newtonmore colts and the Fort 
William colts as the Strathdearn 
Cup Final, a 4pm throw-up at Bught 
Park, Inverness, had to be postponed 
as there was water lying on the pitch. 

Newtonmore’s Calum Stewart 
would have missed the �nal as he 
started a two-match suspension 
following his sending o� against the 
Kingussie seconds a week earlier.

Instead, he will begin his ban in a 
re-scheduled Mowi North Division 
1 noon throw-up against Aberdeen 
University at the Eilan this Saturday, 
September 7. 

Cameron McNiven will also miss 

that game as he begins a two-match 
ban for passing through the discipli-
nary points threshold. 

�e journey to the Eilan will be a 
fourth consecutive away match for 
the students who haven’t played at 
Balgownie since early July. However, 
only two of their remaining six 
games are at home as they struggle 
to move o� the bottom of the table. 

Mowi North Division 1
Glengarry P
Skye Camanachd P
Mowi North Division 1 league 
leaders Glengarry’s match against 
the Skye Camanachd second team at 
Craigard was postponed. 

�e early indications on Saturday 
morning were that the game could 
go ahead, but heavy rain le� the 
pitch unplayable. 

Lovat P
Inverness P
�e Lovat reserves match against the 
Inverness �rst team was called o� on 
Saturday morning when Balgate was 
ruled unplayable.

Caberfeidh P
Glenurquhart P
�e game between Caberfeidh 
reserves and the Glenurquhart 
reserves was postponed on Saturday 
morning.

A pitch inspection found several 
large pools of water on the Castle 
Leod pitch, with no let-up in the 
rain.

Kingussie P
Aberdeen University P
�e noon throw-up between the 
Kingussie seconds and Aberdeen 
University was postponed when it 
was deemed the Dell could not host 
two matches. 

Mowi South Division 1
Tayforth 3
Lochside Rovers 2
Tayforth came from two goals down 
to beat Lochside Rovers 3-2 in their 
1.30pm throw-up at Pe�ermill.

It has been a good season for 
Tayforth who went into the game in 
second place in the table, a signi�-
cant improvement on last season’s 
second bottom �nish. Although 
they had a couple of absentees, 
Tayforth listed a strong squad for 
their �nal match of the season. 

Lochside’s impressive 14 match 
winning run ended the previous 
weekend when they lost out in a title 
showdown with Aberdour. 

With George Easton and Gareth 
Evans unavailable, Andrew Pearson 
took sole charge of the Oban side 
and he travelled with just 13 play-
ers. Lochside were missing their 
entire defence with Gavin Stobbart, 
Chrissie MacMillan, skipper 
Jordan Kerr and the suspended 
Scott Robertson all out. Michael 
MacQueen, Jamie MacGillivray and 
Brian MacCallum were amongst the 
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Continued on page 60

Results
Saturday August 31
Strathdearn Cup Final
Newtonmore P v P Fort William

Mowi Premiership
Kingussie P v P Caberfeidh 
Kinlochshiel P v P Newtonmore
Kyles Athletic P – P Kilmallie 
Lochaber P v P Oban Camanachd
 
Mowi National Division 
Bute P v P Glenurquhart
Oban Celtic P v P Strathglass 
Skye P v P Glasgow Mid Argyll

Mowi North Division 1
Caberfeidh P v P Glenurquhart
Glengarry P v P Skye
Kingussie P v P Aberdeen Uni
Lovat P v P Inverness 
 
Mowi South Division 1
Glasgow MA 3 v 0 Col Glen
Kyles Athletic P v P Ballachulish
Tayforth 3 v 2 Lochside Rovers

Mowi North Division 2
Boleskine 5 v 0 Lewis  
Kilmallie P – P Strathspey 

Mowi South Division 1
Ardnamurchan 7 v 0 Bute 

Lewis keeper Willie MacLeod saves from Boleskine’s James Anderson.

others unable to travel. � ere was 
a debut in attack for 13-year-old 
Callum MacMillan, whilst his fa-
ther, David MacMillan, came out of 
retirement to feature in a revamped 
defence. 

A second father and son combina-
tion saw Johnny Campbell up front 
with his son Ross Campbell at the 
back.  

Kieran Pearson featured again 
and his 13-year-old brother Daniel 
Pearson was on the bench, coming 
on late in the game. 

With Oban Camanachd’s trip 
to Lochaber called o� , Blair 
MacFarlane was added to the 
Lochside squad and he featured 
on the wing, whilst David La� erty 
travelled from Glasgow to play at 
full centre.  

� is was a game of two halves 
with Lochside having a strong wind 
in their favour in the � rst period. 
Despite the elements, the pitch was 
in immaculate condition. 

David La� erty did his chances 
of catching the eye of Oban 
Camanachd manager Stephen Sloss 
ahead of the Camanachd Cup Final 
no harm when he put Lochside 
ahead on 20 minutes. � e goal came 
from a corner which was cleared 
to about 25 yards out where David 
La� erty sent a drive into the top le� -
hand corner of the net.  

Evan MacLellan, playing his � rst 
match since picking up an injury 
in the HIS Sutherland Cup Final, 
made it 2-0 on 36 minutes. � is 

goal came from a free-hit played out 
wide before Evan MacLellan took a 
shot from just outside the box which 
went into the bottom le� -hand cor-
ner of the goal. 

Such was the strength of the wind, 
Tayforth struggled to get up the 
pitch during the � rst 45 minutes but 
they managed to create a couple of 
dangerous attacks. 

Lochside led 2-0 at half-time but 
Tayforth now had the elements 
and they went on to dominate the 
remainder of the game. 

It took good goal-keeping from 
Lochside custodian Dougie 
MacDonald to keep his side in front 
and, despite their pressure, it didn’t 
look as if it would be Tayforth’s day. 

Lochside remained 2-0 in front 
until 16 minutes from time but for-
mer Lochcarron player Finlay Stark 
made his mark on the match as he 
pulled a goal back when he hit a low 
drive into the far bottom corner of 
the net following a well-worked free-
hit to make it 2-1. 

� e goal gave Tayforth belief and 
they continued to push on with 
Lochside tiring. 

� ey hosts equalised with 10 min-
utes remaining when a well-struck 
Donnie Forbes shot went into the 
roof of the net from around the 
penalty spot to make it 2-2.

A second goal from Finlay Stark 
with � ve minutes remaining proved 
to be the winner. Stark’s e� ort was 
another low drive that took a bounce 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£3400

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
J Stevenson
Stewarton
J Macmillan
Barcaldine

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

Continued from page 59.

Lewis and Harris Ladies FC won the Highlands and Islands League Cup, defeating 
Clachnacuddin Ladies 7-0 in the �nal at the Caledonian Stadium, Inverness. 
Photograph: Donald Cameron.

just in front of the keeper, 
enough to evade him, and the 
ball ended up in the back of 
the net to make it 3-2. 

�e win completes 
Tayforth’s season and they 
currently sit in second place, 
three points ahead of third- 
placed Lochside who still 
have four games to play. 

Lochside are back in action 
on Saturday September 21 
when Col Glen visit Oban. 
�ey then have trips to Kyles 
Athletic and Ballachulish 
before hosting Taynuilt on 
successive Saturdays. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Col Glen 0
�e Glasgow Mid Argyll 
second team boosted their 
chances of beating relegation 
to Mowi South Division 2 
when they overcame Col Glen 
3-0 at Yoker.

Calum McLay scored on 27 
minutes to give the hosts the 
lead with what proved to be 
the only goal of the �rst half. 

It was Calum McLay again 
for GMA, making it 2-0 three 

minutes into the second half.
McLay completed his hat-

trick on 79 minutes to seal the 
3-0 win. 

�e youngster’s scoring 
prowess this season has 
earned him a call-up to the 
South U21 squad but he is un-
able to play in this weekend’s 
clash against the North U21 
as he attends a wedding. 

�e win moves GMA o� 
the bottom of the table at the 
expense of Inveraray reserves. 

Kyles Athletic P
Ballachulish P
�e heavy rain led to the can-
cellation of the 1pm throw-up 
between the Kyles Athletic 
seconds and Ballachulish at 
Tighnabruaich.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Boleskine 5
Lewis Camanachd 0
Boleskine �nish ��h in the 
division a�er beating Lewis 
Camanachd 5-0 in their 2pm 
throw-up at Smith Park.

�is was the only match 
to go ahead in the north 
and Boleskine, with Sandy 
Fraser at the back and Rory 
Campbell in mid�eld, had 
plenty of options with David 
Bowman, Paul Noble, Reece 
Munro, Stevie Munro and 
Keith Nicholson making up a 
�ve-man bench. 

Lewis Camanachd had 
Daniel Gallagher and 
Michael MacLeod in defence 
whilst Scott MacLeod and 
Innes Lamont were in 
mid�eld. Donald Lamont 
was a substitute alongside 
Craig MacRitchie and Dylan 
Murray. 

James Anderson gave 
Boleskine the lead, beat-

ing Lewis keeper Willie 
MacLeod on �ve minutes. 
Ross Anderson made it 2-0 
at the break a�er a goal on 31 
minutes. 

Neil Hope added a third 
on 57 minutes, whilst Ross 
Anderson completed his hat-
trick on 68 and 75 minutes. 

�e teams also competed 
for the Boleskine Challenge 
Cup and the match completed 
the season for both sides.

Kilmallie P
Strathspey P
�e clash between the 
Kilmallie seconds and 
Strathspey Camanachd at  
Canal Parks was postponed 
as the Kilmallie club attended 
the funeral of former youth 
player Matthew Duncan.

Mowi South 
Division 2
Ardnamurchan 7
Bute 0
Ardnamurchan �nished their 
season on a high, recording 
their �rst victory of the year, 
as they defeated the Bute 
second team 7-0 at Strontian.

Craig MacDonald opened 
the scoring with a goal on 
eight minutes. 

Neil Mellis made it 2-0 
on 27 minutes, with Aaron 
Mellis adding a third on the 
half hour mark. 

Calum Ritchie made it 4-0 
on 35 minutes and a second 
goal from Neil Mellis four 
minutes later ensured there 
would only be one winner. 

Calum Ritchie got his 
second goal of the game a 
minute a�er the restart whilst 
Aaron Mellis did likewise on 
71 minutes to crown the 7-0 
victory. 

WCA round-up
�ere was a limited Women’s 
Camanachd Association 
programme as Macaulay as-
sociation area representative 
trials were scheduled. 

Caol Cup clash - South U21 v North 
U21 preview
The annual Caol Cup match between South U21s and 
North U21s takes place at Taynuilt Sports Field on Satur-
day September 7.

The North were narrow winners in 2016 and 2018 with 
the �xture not taking place in 2017. 

However the South, under the guidance of head coach 
Kenny Wotherspoon, have been working hard ahead 
of this one. An initial squad of 30 players was whittled 
down to a pool of 20 before the �nal squad was selected. 

There are �ve new caps with Oban Camanachd duo 
Blair MacFarlane and Craig Easton, Oban Celtic’s Lewis 
Mcphee, Kyles Athletic’s Conor Kennedy and Bute’s 
Ryan Craig selected for the �rst time. Glasgow Mid 
Argyll’s Calum McLay would have been involved but is 
unavailable leaving one place up for grabs which will be 
con�rmed following the midweek friendly at Inveraray. 

The players who leave the age group from 2018 are 
Oban Celtic’s Andy MacDonald, Ross Macrae from Kyles 
Athletic, Ballachulish’s Cain MacPhee and Connor Howe 
who is now at Inveraray. 

South head coach Kenny Wotherspoon is looking 
forward to the game. He said: ‘I enjoy the responsibility 
of leading the South squad. It was close at Invergarry last 
year and I think we now have a stronger pool of players 
than 12 months ago.

‘It has been a few years since the South have won this 
clash, back to when the likes of Malcolm Clark, Gary 
McKerracher and Daniel Madej featured, so we are due 
a victory.

‘This match is part of a pathway through to the Scot-
land senior side so it’s something we all take seriously 
and we’ll go all out to win the game. 

‘I have Daniel Cameron and Calum Fox with me as 
assistants and they are a big help. Daniel is a Scotland 
international and he brings all that experience and 
the boys look up to him, whilst Calum was Oban Celtic 
manager in 2015, before me, so he knows exactly what 
it’s all about. 

South U21 from: Cameron Sutherland, Oban Cama-
nachd; Scott MacLachlan, Inveraray; Daniel Sloss, Oban 
Camanachd; Michael MacKinnon, Oban Celtic; Ross 
MacMillan, Oban Celtic; Jonny MacAskill, Glasgow Mid 
Argyll; Ruaraidh Graham, Inveraray; Conor Kennedy, 
Kyles Athletic; Blair MacFarlane, Oban Camanachd); Craig 
Easton, Oban Camanachd; Lewis Mcphee, Oban Celtic;  
Ryan Craig, Bute; Scott MacDonald, Kyles Athletic; Daniel 
MacCuish, Oban Camanachd; Daniel MacVicar, Oban 
Camanachd, and Fraser Watt, Inveraray, with a player to 
be added following the Inveraray match.   

The �nal North squad had yet to be con�rmed at the 
time of going to press but the likes of Newtonmore’s 
Iain Robinson, Lochaber’s Findlay MacDonald and Innes 
Blackhall from Kilmallie are all unavailable.

The North have proved formidable in this encounter so 
a keenly contested clash is expected. 

Throw-up is at 2pm and Des McNulty is the match 
referee. 

WCA Cup Final Day - preview
Saturday September 7 sees the Women’s Camanachd 
Association’s Cup Final day at the Dell, Kingussie. 

First up is the Mowi Challenge Cup Final between last 
year’s beaten �nalist Inverness and Lovat. 

The sides have met twice in the league this season 
with Mowi North Division 2 leaders Lovat winning both. 

Scottish international Laura Gallacher and Fiona Ur-
quhart are a real threat for Lovat going forward, whilst 
Katie McMillan for Inverness is another who has been 
amongst the goals this season. Inverness keeper Caitlin 
Mutch will also be important to her team’s chances. 

Throw-up is at 1.45pm and Lucy McNulty is the match 
referee. 

The main event is the Mowi Valerie Fraser Camanachd 
Cup Final between 2017 winners Skye Camanachd and 
holders Badenoch. 

This is a repeat of last year’s �nal at the same venue 
which Kingussie won 4-1. The teams have met twice in 
the league this term with each team winning on their 
opponent’s ground. 

Lorna MacRae, Rhianna Kirk and Caitlin MacLean will 
be key to Skye’s chances, with the more experienced 
Sarah Corrigall always an in�uence. 

Kirsty Deans, Elizabeth MacGregor, Rona Stewart and 
Zoe Reid are important to Badenoch’s plans.   

Balliemore Cup Final referee Ross Brown, who was part 
of the Scotland Ladies coaching team until last year, 
takes charge of the match.

This year’s �nal will be broadcast live on BBC ALBA. 
Throw-up is at 4.05pm. 

Ronan Sinclair, Lewis, battles for the ball with Boleskine’s 
James Anderson. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Mowi National 
Division 1
Skye Camanachd P
Ardnamurchan P
Skye Camanachd and 
Ardnamurchan were to meet 
in an 11.30am throw-up at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree, on 
Saturday August 31.

But the match was called 
o� on Friday a�ernoon as the 
pitch was waterlogged.

Skye Camanachd now 
turn their attention to this 
Saturday’s Mowi Valerie 
Fraser Camanachd Cup Final 
against Badenoch at the Dell. 

Mowi North 
Division 2
Inverness 3
Strathglass 0
Inverness beat Strathglass 3-0 
in their 7.30pm throw-up at 
the Bught Park, Inverness, on 
�ursday August 29. 

Katie McMillan scored all 
three goals and the result 
sets Inverness up nicely for 
Saturday’s Mowi Challenge 
Cup Final against Lovat at the 
Dell this Saturday. 

Kieran Macdonald, 
Lewis, shields the ball from 
Boleskine’s Chris Cameron.
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Oban’s John McPhee will remain with PETRONAS 
Sprinta Racing for 2020, extending his time with the 
team to once again line up in the Moto3 World Champi-
onship next year. 

The 25-year-old put pen to paper at Silverstone ahead 
of his recent home race at the British Grand Prix.

A consistent front row quali�er and podium challenger 
in recent rounds of the championship, �nishing third 
last time out at the Austrian Grand Prix, John has had a 
dream start to his time with PETRONAS Sprinta Racing. 
Aiming to use his highly successful �rst season with 
the team as a base to build on for 2020, he will start 
his second year with the squad as one of the sure-�re 
Moto3 title favourites.

John said: ‘It’s a fantastic feeling and I’m very grateful 
to have another great opportunity to work with such a 
great team. It’s an honour to be a part of the family for 
another year. I have a job to �nish between now and the 
end of the season and my focus will be on that, but I’m 
also excited for the future. 

‘It’s the �rst time in my career that I’ve had continuity 
and it’s great for the team, for me and for the results. 
When things work as well as they are right now, it’s 
invaluable. You can’t explain how important it is for a 
rider. 

‘To have the chance to start a second season with that 
feeling already there can only make us stronger.’

John McPhee retained by 
PETRONAS Sprinta Racing

MOTO3

SWIMMING

Last call for entries to Oban
Bronze badminton event
Top �ight club badminton 
players from all over 
Scotland will be shuttling 
into Oban at the end of the 
month.

Hosted by Oliver Sport 
UK at Atlantis Leisure, the 
Oban Bronze Tournament 
on Sunday September 22 
will give gents, ladies and 
mixed doubles pairings 
three chances to claim a 
trophy at the end of an 
exciting day of competitive 
badminton.

BID4Oban is throwing 
its weight behind the event 
by covering the hall costs, 
while Oban Badminton 
Club’s Bruce Aitkin is 
responsible for organising 
the competition.

Bruce said: ‘I just thought 
it would be good to have an 
open event in Oban.

‘Members of clubs such 
as Oban, Lochgilphead 
and Campbeltown usually 
have to travel to Glasgow 
or Edinburgh for amateur 
open competitions so we 
look forward to welcoming 
players from other regions 
to Argyll.’

Andrew Spence, chief 
executive of BID, added: 
‘We are delighted to be able 
to help out.

BID4Oban chief executive Andy Spence and Oban badminton a�cionado Bruce Aitken 
are getting behind the 2019 Oban Bronze Tournament.

‘We have an excellent 
sports facility here in Oban 
and having a tournament of 
this standard is an excellent 
showcase for Atlantis and 
the town.’

Due to the unique tour-
nament three-draw format, 
every pair is guaranteed 
a minimum of three full 
matches and has the chance 
to progress to a �nal regard-

less of ability. �e format is 
triple consolation with three 
draws. Strong players stay 
in the A draw, while other 
players drop into the B and 
C section.

Entries have been �owing 
in from far and wide but 
there is still room for a few 
more. ‘Ideally we are look-
ing for 32 pairs in each draw 
but anywhere close to that 

should be good,’ added 
Bruce. ‘�e tournament is 
aimed at intermediate to 
club players playing fun 
and competitive matches 
against others of the same 
standards, so we should 
have a good mix of players.’

Entries close on Friday 
September 6 at 10pm.

John McPhee puts pen to paper.

Time is of the 
essence for 
Otters group
A dozen Oban Otters volun-
teers, many of them parents 
of the swimmers, gathered at 
Atlantis Leisure on Sunday 
for a timely cause.

George Lawrie from 
Scottish Swimming travelled 
to Oban to deliver an accred-
ited timekeeper course and 
as a result the volunteers are 
now certi�ed to take their 
place poolside for club time 
trials and galas as well as pro-
viding their services to cover 
competitions further a�eld.

�is complements the exist-
ing squad of judges, starters, 
timekeepers and trained 
o�cials who regularly con-
tribute to help the club run 
like clockwork. Despite wide-

spread automatic o�ciating 
equipment now available at 
many competitions, the tradi-
tional ‘human’ method is still 
an important part of the sport 
and essential when it comes 
to backing up the machinery 
and ensuring accuracy.

‘An additional bonus of 
the role is that it o�ers the 
opportunity to get close to 
the action and excitement 
in the water,’ added a club 
spokesperson.

‘�ere is also an oppor-
tunity to progress through 
the training scheme and 
build on Scottish Swimming 

O�ciating Quali�cations.  
Who knows, maybe one day 
we be taking part in an inter-
national event.’

�e volunteers may have 
a chance to put their skills 
to the test over the coming 
month when Islay and Jura 

Dolphins join the Otters for a 
Gala on Saturday September 
14. 

�is weekend nine members 

of the squad travel to Tollcross 
International Swimming 
Centre in Glasgow for a 
regional meet.

Volunteers from Oban Otters Swimming Club underwent accredited timekeeper training at the weekend.
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Stedfast K 1
Oban Saints 4

Central Scottish 1B

OBAN SAINTS YOUTH TEAMS

Results and � xtures
Sunday’s results: Under 13s 1, Lochgilphead Red Star 
5. On target for Saints was Kai MacKechnie. Ash� eld 
Juniors v Under 14s, � xture unful� lled, 3-0 win awarded 
to Saints.  BSC Glasgow 4, Under 15s 3. Scoring for 
Saints were Kyle Cooper, Lewis Campbell and Ross 
MacKay. Under 17s 3, Drumchapel Amateurs 1. Saints 
scorers were John Douglas, Connor Moore and Innes 
MacDonald.
 Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s v Helensburgh;  Under 14s 
no game; Under 15s no game; Under 17s v Hillwood. 

Sure and Stedfast

Oscar signs for the Hibees
Our picture shows 14-year-old Oscar MacIntyre about 
to sign pro-youth forms for Hibernian FC in Edinburgh 
which will see him playing at under-16 level. Also in the 
picture are Oscar’s father Boyd MacIntyre on the left 
and former player and now Hibernian head youth coach 
Gareth Evans.

Oscar joins his younger brother Jacob who is already 
with Hibernian playing for the under-14s. Jacob and 
Oscar attend Broughton Academy in Edinburgh under 
an SFA Football scholarship.

Oscar and Jacob are the grandsons of well-known 
Oban man Iain MacIntyre (Swallie) who was a founder 
member of Oban Saints FC and for many years a 
stalwart for the Oban Camanachd club.

The boys have trained with Oban Saints youths when 
on holiday in Oban.

Oscar MacIntyre ready to sign his pro-youth form for 
Hibernian watched by his dad Boyd and Hibs coach 
Gareth Evans.

GOLF

Bob fails to make the cut
Oban’s Bob MacIntyre failed to make the cut in the 
Omega European Masters held at the Crans-sur-Sierre 
Golf Club in Crans Montana, Switzerland, last week.
 The Glencruitten left-hander carded a two over par 72 
in the � rst round and a two under par in the second, to 
� nish level par after two rounds but missed the cut by 
one shot.
 Bob now moves on to Hamburg for the Porche 
European Open where he will be hoping for better luck.   

Willie Gemmell and Craig MacEwan congratulate James 
Ford on his superb goal. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Oban Saints continued their 
winning start to the Central 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League campaign with a 4-1 
away victory over Stedfast K 
at Scotstoun Sports Campus 
last Saturday a� ernoon.

A � rst-minute own goal 
from Stedfast fullback Robert 
McIntyre gave Saints an 
advantage which they never 

looked back from before 
further strikes from Matty 
Kelly, Craig MacEwan and 
James Ford consolidated 
Saints position at the top of 
the � edgling Division 1B.

Paternity leave
Work, injuries, suspension 

and paternity leave deprived 
the Saints management duo 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell of the services of six 
of the squad which had put 
nine goals past Clydebank on 
the previous Saturday.

David Beaton, Lewis 

Cameron, Paul Carmichael, 
Daniel Croarkin, Cammy 
Hill and new dad Kerr 
Newbigging all dropped 
out to be replaced by Myles 
McAuley, Steven MacLeod, 
Matt Rippon and youngsters 
Gavin Forgrieve and Aaron 
McKay.

� e match got o�  to the best 
possible start for Saints when 
Stedfast fullback Robert 
McIntyre headed past his 
own keeper inside the � rst 
minute.

Saints doubled their 
advantage a� er 20 minutes 
from a patient build-up in-
volving Craig MacEwan, Ross 
Maitland and Matt Rippon. 
Getting forward to support 
the attack, Matty Kelly picked 
up Rippon’s lay o�  and took 
full advantage of the space 
created to clip the ball from 
the edge of the Stedfast box 
away from the despairing 
right hand of George Riddick 
and into the bottom corner of 
the net.

A� er missing the previ-
ous week’s match against 
Clydebank, Myles McAuley 
picked up where he had le�  
o�  with another excellent 
performance in front of the 
Saints back four. 

Matty Kelly, who put in an 
impressive performance in 
front of the watching Central 
League select manager, 
was upended by William 
Plommer wide on the Saints 
le�  in the 29th minute, giving 
Ross Maitland a chance to 
show his prowess with the 
deadball. 

Maitland didn’t disappoint 
and sent an excellent ball to 
the near post which was met 
perfectly on the run by Craig 
MacEwan, who bulleted a 
header into the roof of the 
net to further stretch Saints’ 
advantage.

No chance
Grant Cathro then pulled 

one back for the home side. 
A rare lapse in concentration 
at the back had the Saints de-
fence struggling and Cathro 
pounced with a hooked 
le� -footed e� ort which gave 
Graham Douglas no chance.

Craig MacEwan and Matt 
Rippon both came close to 
adding to the scoring before 
referee Fox brought the � rst 
half to an end with Saints 
good value for their two-goal 
advantage.

Saints began the second 
period where they le�  o�  
and skipper Dene Cassells 

Golf news from Craignure
Captain’s Day: August 18 – Alec Cowe and Steve Wilson 
tied on 16 points (shortened to nine holes in atrocious 
conditions), with Alec winning on countback. Angus 
Cowe was third with 15 points.

Par 3 competition: August 25 – won by Pat Wilson with 
20 points (nine holes).  Pat has only been playing for 
eight weeks, so we expect even greater things in future!

John Angus Seniors Trophy: September 8 – open to 
anyone over 50 with a recognised handicap. 

Oban bowlers go into overdrive for club � nals
With a total of 22 trophies 
up for grabs, Oban Bowling 
Club members have been 
aiming towards the club 
championship honours 
since the start of the season.

Fitting in the full-length 
ties around work, weather, 
leagues and other bowling 
commitments, not to men-
tion life outwith the para-
meters of the green, is an 
achievement in itself. But, 
following the completion 
of the knock-out stages, 
the various competitions 
were brought to a conclu-

Ladies’ champion Elizabeth MacGillivray. Gents’ champion Andrew Forbes.

sion last month when all the 
� nals were played, apart from 
the Gents’ Balloted Triples 
which took place on Sunday 
(September 1).

Top class
Retaining his gents’ cham-

pionship title for the third 
consecutive year was 22-year-
old Andrew Forbes who was 
given a tough time of it in 
the � nal by another young 
crusader, Colin Carmichael, 
before taking the win. Some 
top class bowls were delivered 
by both players.

� e ladies’ � nal was equally 

as entertaining with Ayr 
bronze medallist Rosemary 
Miller launching a late come-
back on seasoned campaigner 
Elizabeth MacGillivray who 
fought o�  the challenge to lay 
claim to her � � h champion-
ship title.

Many of this year’s � nals 
were closely fought with 
one or two going into extra 
ends. One such match was 
the Gents’ Balloted Pairs 
between Duncan MacAlpine/
Paul Mulligan and Malcolm 
Scott/Pat Murphy at which 
the players and a loyal band 

of supporters required night 
vision equipment during the 
last few ends. MacAlpine and 
Mulligan won, we think!

Club president Iain Boyd 
commended all the players 
who had taken part in this 
year’s tournaments as well as 
club members and interested 
parties who turned out over 
the weeks to support the 
players.

‘As usual the weather has 
thrown up some challenges 
but everyone has been very 
accommodating and all the 
ties were played in great spirit 
with the standard of bowls 
exceptional.

Thank
‘I would like to thank every-

one who has contributed to 
the club tournaments on this 
our 150th anniversary year, 
especially Donna MacLean 
(umpire), Helen MacLean 
(match secretary) and com-
mittee member Lilian Barrie, 
who took charge of the kitch-
en during the past month 
and made sure all our worthy 
� nalists had a very welcome 
lunch/tea or even supper to 
come o�  to.’

Also being brought to a 
conclusion recently was the 
Oban BC Friday night triples 
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Craig MacEwan takes on the Stedfast defence. Myles McAuley shows his strength in mid� eld.

came within a hair’s breadth 
of connecting with a Ross 
Maitand corner from the le�  
a� er just three second-half 
minutes.

� e home side’s hopes of 
getting back into the match 
were dealt a blow when skip-
per James Harvey received his 
marching orders from referee 
Fox a� er picking up a second 
yellow card for dissent in the 
54th minute.

Sensational 
Saints then worked the 

ball up the le�  wing where a 
sensational jinking run into 
the box by James Ford was 
rewarded when his dinked 
� nish evaded a last-gasp 
attempted goal-line clearance 
to nestle in the back of the net 

and restore Saints’ three-goal 
cushion.

Matt Rippon’s contribution 
to a useful � rst outing of the 
season ended when his place 
was taken by 16-year-old 
Gavin Forgrieve.

Forgrieve came close to 
marking his competitive 
Saints debut with a goal, but 
his 70th-minute shot was 
charged down with James 
Ford’s tap-in of the loose ball 
being ruled out for o� side.

Both sides made changes 
for the closing 15 minutes 
with Robin Lim making way 
for David McLeary for the 
hosts and Saints withdrawing 
Ross Maitland in favour of 
16-year-old Aaron McKay.

Saints used their numerical 

advantage to keep the hosts 
under pressure and had 
further e� orts from Myles 
McAuley, Gavin Forgrieve 
and Matty Kelly which nar-
rowly failed to hit the target.

Robert McIntyre’s late 
challenge on Gavin Forgrieve 
earned the Stedfast full-back 
a second yellow card which 
saw him leave the action in 
the 94th minute.

From the resulting free-
kick, George Riddick saved 
his best until last to push 
Craig MacEwan’s 28-yard 
dipping e� ort over the 
crossbar.

� is was the last action of 
the match with Saints record-
ing a well-deserved 4-1 win. 

� is Saturday the D & K 

La� erty-sponsored side are 
on their travels again when 
they take on Bridgewater 
at the Palace of Arts 4G on 
Glasgow’s Paisley Road West, 
kick-o�  2pm. 

Matty Kelly and Lewis 
Cameron have been picked 
to play in a trial match for 
the Central Scottish League 
Select on Wednesday 
September 11.

Saints GG team’s home 
game was called o�  last 
Saturday a� er Glenvale were 
unable to raise a team to 
make the journey to Oban.

Saints GG travel to East 
Kilbride on Saturday to take 
on Duncanrig in the league.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 5, 
2019 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.53 1.1 09.35 3.3 
 16.07 1.0 21.48 3.2
Fri 04.46 1.4 10.34 3.0 
 17.03 1.4 22.46 2.9
Sat 05.51 1.7 12.18 2.9 
 18.10 1.7  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.07 2.7 07.17 1.8 
 14.05 2.9 19.39 1.8
Mon 03.46 2.8 08.53 1.7 
 15.23 3.1 21.23 1.7
Tues 04.32 3.0 09.51 1.5 
 15.57 3.3 22.18 1.6
Wed 04.40 3.2 10.34 1.3 
 16.27 3.6 22.56 1.4              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
12°C to 14ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and
a gentle breeze
Sunday
Light rain and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
10ºC to 15ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

16

16

14

Oban bowlers go into overdrive for club � nals

Winners of the club championship tournaments 2019.

tournament, also played 
throughout the season with 
one named substitute allowed 
for every team. � is year’s 
winners were Tinkerbell and 
� e Lost Boys consisting of 
Colin Carmichael, Lorna 
Carmichael, Alec Carmichael 
and John McLaren.

With all the championship 
matches consigned to history, 
club members now have 
a packed month of more 
relaxed competition to look 
forward to.

� is weekend it’s Ladies’ 
Day, with a triples competi-
tion being played, followed by 
the Ewan Campbell Triples 
taking place on Sunday.

On Saturday September 14, 
it’s the turn of the Duncan 
Campbell Pairs (entries to 
be in by September 11) while 
the following Saturday, 
September 21, the Alasdair 
McNab Trophy will be up 
for grabs (entries to be in for 
September 18th).

A date for closing day has 
still to be con� rmed.

2019 Roll of Honour – Ladies’ 
Championship (singles): Winner, 
Elizabeth MacGillivray; Runner-
up, Rosemary Miller. Ardsheil 
Trophy (singles): Winner, E 
MacGillvray; Runner-up, R 
Miller; MacLean Senior Singles: 

Winner, E MacGillvray beat 
Marion Carr. Morag Skinner 
Cup (singles): Winner, Helen 
MacLean. Cummings Trophy 
(singles): Winner, Fiona Scott; 
Runner-up, Pam McGuire. Senior 
Handicap (singles): Winner, P 
McGuire. Junior Singles: Winner, 
Emily Gargan. Nominated Pairs: 
Winner, H MacLean/Donna 
MacLean; Runner-up, Fiona Scott/
Mari Park. Balloted Pairs: Winner, 
Lorna Carmichael/F Scott; 
Runner-up, Margaret MacAlpine/
Kirsty Gargan. Nominated 
Triples: Winner, H MacLean/D 
MacLean/K Gargan; Runner-up, 
R. Miller/Sandra Grieve/Lillian 
Barrie. Balloted Triples: Winner, L 
Carmichael/R Miller/Jillian Webb; 

Runner-up, H. MacLean/L.Barrie/
Jane Mulligan.

Gents’ Championship (sin-
gles): Winner, Andrew Forbes; 
Runner-up, Colin Carmichael. 
MacBrayne Trophy (singles): 
Winner, Neil MacDougall; 
Runner-up, C Carmichael. 
MacEwan Trophy (singles): 
Winner, Robert Dairon; Runner-
up, N MacDougall. Centenary 
Handicap (singles): Winner, C 
Carmichael; Runner-up, Paul 
Mulligan. Senior Singles: Winner, 
Neil MacDougall; Runner-up, R 
Dairon. Nominated Pairs: Winner, 
Duncan MacAlpine/C Carmichael; 
Runner-up, Iain Weir/Donald 
MacKinnon. Balloted Pairs: 
Winner, Duncan MacAlpine/P 

Mulligan; Runner-up, Malcolm 
Scott/Patrick Murphy. Senior 
Balloted Pairs: Winner, Richard 
Baldwin/John Kidd; Runner-up, 
Neil MacDougall/Graham Innes. 
Nominated Triples: Winner, 
C Carmichael/Semple Barrie/P 
Mulligan; Runner-up, Patrick 
Freytag/Peter MacKinnon. 
Balloted Triples: Winner, 
Semple Barrie/Malcolm Scott/
Roddie MacLeod; Runner-up, 
Richard Baldwin/David Reid/ 
Luke Mulligan. Mixed Pairs: 
Winner, N MacDougall/Anne 
MacDougall; Runner-up, A 
Forbes/D MacLean.

BOWLS
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RUGBY

Lorne off to a fl ying start

Oban Lorne’s new Australian signing Mitchell Smith dives 
over for a try.

A delighted Oban Lorne squad after their 43-8 win away to Uddingston. Photos: Stephen Lawson

All roads lead to Glencruitten 
this Saturday as Oban Lorne 
RFC celebrate their � rst home 
game of the season with a 
rugby bonanza.

Following a stunning 
43-8 victory on the road at 
Uddingston last weekend,  
Oban 1st XV welcome Paisley 
this Saturday for a West 
League 2 clash and, with the 
visitors also bringing a 2nd 
XV, their will be plenty com-
petition for the home squad.

With an U18 � xture on as 
well, against Newton Stewart, 
it is going to be a busy day at 
Glencruitten.

‘We have a couple of players 
who have  been unavailable 
for the past few weeks coming 
back into the squad  so we 
should be able to � eld two 
full teams without too much 
di�  culty,’ said Oban Lorne 
RFC head coach Andrew 
Johnston.

Finlay Carmichael is 
hope ful of returning at 10, 
a� er picking up a shoulder 

injury down at the Mo� at 
10s in the � rst pre-season 
outing, while back row duo 
Owen McDonald and Lorne 
Sinclair also come back into 
contention a� er missing a few 
weeks with injury and other 
commitments.

Looking ahead to the game, 
Johnston added: ‘Paisley will 
be a tough opposition but 
with a close to full strength 
team, Oban will be keen 
to make another statement 
about their league ambitions 
for the season.’

Captain Iwan Roberts is 
also hoping to build on last 
week’s victory and is look-
ing forward to welcoming 
Saturday’s visitors.

‘We want to hit the ground 
running and continue grow-
ing this e� ective game plan,’ 
he told us.

‘We always want Glen-
cruitten to be a ground to 
which teams dread travelling 
to play, but look forward to 
the social side of the game.

‘On the pitch, we will be 
aiming to put in a big defen-
sive e� ort to keep the tries 

conceded to a minimum at 
home, as well as build that 
attacking platform to score 
some tries in front of the 
home crowd.

‘O�  the pitch, we ensure 
teams and their supporters 
are welcomed in to the club-
house for a couple of drinks.

‘We are con� dent we have 
the ability to beat Paisley, but 

our heads will just be on the 
game plan of building the 
phases and earning the right 
to release our � yers on the 
outside.

‘Hopefully, we can get a 
decent crowd down too, and 
showcase what we can do.’

Last weekend the Green 
Machine made the 104-mile 
journey to Uddingston to kick 

o�  their 2019 West League 2 
campaign.

Tries from Calum 
Maclachlan (3), Daniel 
Broderick, Craig Wright 
and Mitchell Smith kept 
the scoreboard ticking over 
with a penalty try and four 
conversions from the boot of 
Vasil Borisow also counting 
towards a magni� cent vic-

tory. A full report can be 
found in the sport section of 
� e Oban Times website.

Saturday’s games: Oban 
Lorne U18s v Newton Stewart 
U18s (1pm); Oban Lorne 
2nd XV v Paisley 2nd XV 
(1.30pm); Oban 1st XV v 
Paisley 1st XV (3pm).

Calum Maclachlan goes over 
for one of his three tries.

Craig Wright barges his way through the Uddingston 
defence.
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Parents of Duror Primary 
School pupils say the blame 
falls ‘squarely on the shoul-
ders of Highland Council’ 
a� er the school received a 
damning inspection report.

Some parents have even 
threatened to pull their chil-
dren out of the school if the 
council fails to improve the 
situation.

Last Monday, August 26, 
the school’s parent council 
held a public meeting with 
Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes 
to discuss the report ahead of 
its publication the next day. 
To their surprise, ‘almost the 
entire village’ turned up to 
vent their anger at what some 
see as a ‘death by cuts’ closure 
of the school.

Parent Sara McNeill said the 
situation is down to a lack of 
sta�  support and resources. 
She fears the school is facing 
a ‘slow, excruciatingly painful 
death’ if problems persist.

She said: ‘We can’t expect 
chronically underfunded 
schools to perform well on in-

Fourteen-year-old Corpach climber 
and boulderer Archie MacIntyre is 
hoping for national success at the 
Scottish Youth Climbing Champion-
ships at the Ratho Climbing Centre, 
Edinburgh, this Saturday.

Archie, ranked second in his North 
of Scotland age group, narrowly 
missed representing Scotland at the 
Rab Climbing Works International 
Festival competition in She�  eld 
in March this year due to a thumb 
injury.

Now fully recovered, he is hoping 
to build on his credible seventh 
place � nish last year as he pits 
himself against the best indoor 
climbers in the country.

Archie is pictured with Ian 
MacTavish, managing director of his 
sponsor, Lochaber Engineering and 
Welding, ahead of this weekend’s 
event. Ian said he is delighted to be 
sponsoring Archie for a second year.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Parents blame council for 
damning school report

spection. If Highland Council 
was a commercial company, it 
would be unable to function 
in its current state.’

In the school report, the 
inspector said learning, 
teaching and assessment in 
the school was ‘weak’ and re-
ported ‘unsatisfactory’ levels 
of attainment in literacy and 
numeracy. In particular, he 
noted the ‘very high turnover 
in sta� ’ was having a negative 
impact on teaching quality.

Since the turn of the year, 
the sole P2 to P7 composite 
class has been taught by eight 
di� erent teachers.

� e school, which had nine 
pupils at the time of the 
inspection, is part of a South 
Lochaber cluster, along with 
Glencoe and St Bride’s, with 
one head teacher responsible 
for all three.

In a public statement, 
the parent council said the 
Highland Council imposed 
changes ‘have had a terrible 
impact’ leading to a ‘loss of 
con� dence’ in its ability to 
run the school.

� e parent council’s 
concerns go beyond those 

highlighted in the inspection 
report. 

Transport provision for 
physical education, which 
has to be held in Duror Hall 
as the school is too small, 
has been cut by the council. 
Meanwhile, school lunches 
narrowly escaped the chop 
thanks to a late intervention 
from Kate Forbes.

Fears over pupil safety, 
teaching support and play-
time supervision have also 
manifested since pupil sup-
port assistant (PSA) sta�  and 
hours were slashed earlier 
this year.

‘Two weeks ago we warned 
the council that if there was 
no PSA support at the start 
of term, there would be no 
pupils there either,’ continued 
Mrs McNeill. ‘And miracu-
lously, the PSA support was 
there full-time all week.’

Despite repeated attempts 
to contact council leaders to 
express their concerns, the 
parent council has not yet 
received a response.

Kate Forbes said she is ‘very 
disappointed’ in the 

Continued on page 5

Archie to scale 
heights at Scottish 
championships

2019 Tulloch 
Homes 
Camanachd 
Cup preview
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2019 Tulloch 

Cup preview
Oban Camanachd vs Newtonmore

Restaurant 
closes after 
raid by 
o�  cers
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� e lives of residents living 
on the opposite side of Loch 
Eil from the Duisky land� ll 
site are still being ‘made a 
misery’ by bad odours, last 
week’s meeting of Kilmallie 
Community Council was 
told.

According to some resi-
dents, the problem is so bad 
the smell has made them sick.

Community council secre-
tary Russell Leaper told the 

Major concerns have prompt-
ed the chairman of Lundavra 
Community Area Group to 
urge residents to attend a 
meeting on the future of the 
area.

Keen to improve amenities 
and the environment of 
Upper Achintore, Mark 
Lin� eld said the organisation 
will be forming a residents’ 
group, supported by Karin 
McKay from the Highland 
Council.

‘� ere is a lot to be tackled,’ 
said Mr Lin� eld. ‘We are 
pressing for improvements to 
the kickabout pitch behind 
Ross Place and would like 
a ‘green’ footpath between 
Lochview and Lochaber 
Road. We need to be alert to 
concerns about peat removal 
and possible � ooding arising 
from the recently approved 
325-house development 
below Cow Hill, and we also 
have the council’s housing 
scheme in the school site.’

Mr Lin� eld continued: ‘We 
have major concerns that 
the developer’s contribution 
income from the Cow Hill 
site will be used outwith our 
area. � is is unacceptable. 
Our community will have 
the impact of this huge 
development so it should 
also have the bene� ts. We 
need to urgently improve the 
physical environment of the 
existing area – particularly in 
the 1970s council estate.’

� e meeting will be held 
on Monday, September 9 at 
5.45pm in Lundavra Primary 
School.

Major concerns 
prompt      
meeting appeal Landfi ll ‘stench’ still a 

problem for residents
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

meeting: ‘Residents involved 
met with SEPA [Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency] in April and there 
have been a number of addi-
tional complaints since then.

‘Some residents claim to 
have been sick on a number 
of occasions because of the 
smell.

‘SEPA did tests in May on 
the levels of methane being 
emitted but said these were 
not outwith the values that 
would require them to take 
any action.

‘We’ve been nagging SEPA 

for months and got an update 
today, but it doesn’t seem like 
they are planning to take 
action. 

‘� e residents lives are 
being made a misery and they 
don’t seem to be planning to 
do anything about it.’

Mr Leaper said the next 
thing should be for the com-
munity council to ask SEPA 
what the permitted levels of 
methane are.

‘I don’t know if these were 
just measured on a day when 
the site is actually emitting 
this gas and residents are 

smelling it because of the 
wind direction.’

A government ban is due 
to come into force in 2021, 
prohibiting household waste 
being land� lled at sites such 
as Duisky.

But the Kilmallie meeting 
heard there were doubts over 
the implementation of the 
ban.

Asked to comment, a SEPA 
spokesperson said: ‘Every 
day SEPA works to protect 
and enhance Scotland’s 
environment. 

‘SEPA is aware of an ongoing 

issue with nuisance odours at 
the Duisky Land� ll.

‘An action plan is in place 
with the operators of the 
site to ensure improvements 
are put in place which will 
actively limit the potential for 
nuisance odours to impact on 
local residents. 

‘SEPA o�  cers will continue 
to liaise with the operator to 
monitor the progress of the 
action plan and encourage 
residents to report future 
odour complaints to the 
Pollution Hotline on 0800 
807060.’ 

A man has died following a 
kayaking incident on Loch 
Lochy.

Concern was raised for 
the 28-year-old having 
entered the water during 
the a� ernoon of Monday 
September 2. 

HM Coastguard attended 
and the man was recovered 
from the water by a local boat, 
but was pronounced dead at 
the scene.

A second man was also 
recovered from the water 
and was taken to the Belford 

Hospital, Fort William. He 
has since been released. Police 
were unable to con� rm the 
names of the men involved 
but did say they were not 
from the Fort William area.

� ere are no suspicious 
circumstances and a report 
will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

� e Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency said 
there was also a dog in the ca-
noe which was recovered. � e 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
was also called to the scene.

Kayaker dies after 
Loch Lochy capsize Eigg Primary School pupils 

received a special visit from 
a Teenage Cancer Trust 
representative to honour 
their fantastic achievement in 
raising £2,788 for the charity.

� e � ve pupils’ e� orts reso-
nated with their community 
and the amount raised went 
far beyond the original target 
of £100. 

Audrey Murray, regional 
fundraising manager at 
Teenage Cancer Trust said: 
‘Without vital donations 
from people like the amazing 
pupils at Eigg Primary School 
nothing we do as a charity 
would be possible.’Five pupils raised money through community events.

Eigg children raise more than £2,700 for cancer charity

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports
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Customers at a Fort William 
restaurant were shocked last 
week when immigration 
enforcement o�  cers raided 
the kitchen mid service.

Diners were forced to leave 
halfway through their meal 
when the remaining sta�  shut 
the High Street’s Highland 
Star Chinese restaurant at 
6pm on � ursday evening, 
August 29.

Acting on intelligence, 
Immigration Enforcement 
o�  cers escorted six Chinese 
men from the premises a� er 
they were found to be work-
ing illegally.

Two of the men, aged 44 and 
32, had entered the UK ille-
gally; three, aged 33, 35 and 
41, were working in breach 
of their visitor visas, and 
one, aged 39, had overstayed 

The Highland Star Chinese Restaurant on Fort William’s 
High Street is closed following  immigration enforcement 
action. Inset: The sign on the restaurant door. Photographs: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos. 

his visa. All the men have 
been detained pending their 
removal from the UK.

� e restaurant has remained 
closed and will do so until 
further notice.

A Home O�  ce spokes-
person said: ‘Where illegal 
working is suspected, busi-
nesses may be served a notice 
warning a � nancial penalty 
of up to £20,000 per illegal 
worker may be imposed. 

‘� e employer will be liable 
unless they can demonstrate 
appropriate right to work 
document checks were 
carried out, such as seeing 
a passport or Home O�  ce 
document con� rming per-
mission to work.’

� e Lochaber Times was 
unable to contact the restau-
rant before going to press.

High Street restaurant 
closes after raid by 
immigration o�  cers

Parking problems at West 
Bay, Mallaig, could be a thing 
of the past a� er Highland 
Council approved the intro-
duction of paid parking.

� e 80-bay car park has 
been free of charge since 
opening, leading to cars being 
abandoned, sometimes for 
months at a time.

Charges will be in operation 
from March to October 
because of the high number 
of vehicles that use it during 
this time.

Councillor Ben � ompson, 
who represents Caol and 
Mallaig, is delighted things 
may become more civilised.

Free 
He said: ‘West Bay is con-

stantly full and some people 
take advantage of it being free 
and simply leave cars there. 
� is is obviously an issue 
since the car park is used by 
tourists for the ferry to Skye 
and they bring money to the 
area. � e ideal goal is to have 
80 per cent occupancy as 
o� en as possible. � is means 
the council is generating 
revenue for future transport 
developments in the area, but 
also means local residents can 
get a space.’

Councillor Denis Rixson 
has suggested the new charg-
es go some way to acting as 
the proposed tourist tax.

He said: ‘We get inundated 
with holidaymakers over the 
summer. We have around 300 
people coming o�  the steam 
train twice a day in the height 
of the summer, plus our ordi-
nary trains, day trippers from 
Fort William and  people 
going on the ferry to Skye and 
the small isles. Essentially, 
the world and his wife arrive 
at Mallaig.

‘Our infrastructure was � ne 
in the 1950s and 1960s, but 
can’t cope with our modern 
problems.’

� e � rst 30 minutes at the 
car park will be free followed 
by charges of £1 for two 
hours, £3 for four hours and 
£4 for a full day. A monthly 
season ticket will cost £10.

Lochaber is projected to 
have an increase in parking 
revenue of £72,000 this year 
and while the area has 16 
per cent of the spaces in 
the Highland Council, they 
generate about 30 per cent of 

by Richard Mason
rmason@obantimes.co.uk

New charges at West Bay could create money for more 
parking to prevent blocking roads. Photograph: Gregor Innes

Bid to ease Mallaig 
parking problems
Council approves introduction of West Bay fees

all revenue. Councillors want 
this to be re� ected in the 
money allocated for transport 
development for Lochaber.

Councillor Allan 
Henderson said: ‘� ere has 
always been this idea that 
when new car parks come 
into the system, of the money 
generated, a portion will be 
available for the community 

to decide what is done with 
services around the car park. 
� is could be for car park 
maintenance, expansion or 
anything connected with 
transport services.

‘� is decision is still to be 
rati� ed by the full council 
and the environment devel-
opment committee when we 
next meet in October.’

Mallaig Community 
Council will discuss car 
parking at their next meeting 
and will not comment until 
then.

� e Facebook page, 
Problem Parking in Mallaig, 
is a place for frustrated 
residents to post pictures of 
dangerous parking in the 
village.

Over the summer, the 276 
members show regular exam-
ples of why new parking solu-
tions are desperately needed 
with campervans and cars 
abandoned on roadsides and 
blocking public walkways.

Suggestions for the use of 
funds by councillors include 
an extension of West Bay, 
painting bays in other park-
ing areas, public toilets and 
chemical waste disposal for 
campervans.

A woman has died following 
an incident involving a vehi-
cle in Strontian.

� e woman, named locally 
as Linda MacGillivray, 
was struck by her own car 
on an unclassi� ed road at 
Scotstown around 2pm on 
Sunday September 1.

� e 63-year-old Strontian 
resident, who previously lived 
on Mull, was pronounced 
dead at the scene. No other 
vehicles or people were 
involved. It is understood 
she attempted to prevent the 

Honda CRV from rolling 
away on a steep slope while 
no-one was in the driver’s 
seat. 

Mrs MacGillivray was the 
subject of a BBC Scotland 
documentary, almost � ve 
years ago to the day, which 
told the story of her remark-
able recovery from a kidney 
transplant.

Road Policing Sergeant 
David Miller said: ‘Our 
thoughts are with the wom-
an’s family and friends at this 
di�  cult time. We have spoken 
to a number of people already 
in connection with this inci-
dent but if you feel you have 
information which could 
help please call 101, quoting 
reference NP2588/19.’

Woman, 63, dies 
in car incident

CONTACTUS
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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� e impact of mental health 
on the community is no longer 
a taboo subject and there are 
many national and regional 
groups supporting those fac-
ing mental health challenges, 
writes Lucy Tedham.

Fort William is now the 
home of Lochaber MindFit, 
based in CrossFit, Ben Nevis 
Industrial Estate, with groups 
for men and women on sepa-
rate nights.

� e groups are based on 
the model used by Martyn’s 
Monday Club in Oban, which 
runs peer-to-peer support 

Helping people stay MindFit
groups, creating a safe and 
con� dential place to talk.

� e MindFit groups was 
launched following an open 
community meeting run by 
Lochaber Hope earlier this 
year. Lochaber Hope has now 
handed the groups over to the 
community.

One of the organisers, 
Carrie Starkie, explained: 
‘� ere is no pressure to talk 
but the questions and group 
involvement help to create 
an atmosphere where people 
feel able to. Some people don’t 
want to talk to a friend or GP 

but the group is a safe space to 
share and get support.’

Lochaber MindFit is aware 
of the impact of depression, 
anxiety and suicide, either 
directly or indirectly, on the 
people of Lochaber and does 
not promise to � x problems 
but pledges in their mission 
statement ‘that no one needs 
to be alone any more and we 
endeavour to nurture our 
group to become a safe sanc-
tuary’ to those who attend.

� e groups can be reached 
on Facebook or by going 
along to a meeting.

The choir braved a downpour to Sing for Water. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Pop-up choir Sing for Water – and get it! 

 Lochaber Local History 
Society starts its new 
season tonight (Thursday 
September 5) with Jim 
Sutherland, recently retired 
head teacher of Lochaber 
High School, giving a talk 
entitled ‘Kinlochleven - the 
Early Years - Triumph 
and Tragedy’. Everyone 
welcome at the Ben Nevis 
Hotel for an 8pm start.

 Lochaber Sensory Care 
sta�  and volunteers will be 
at the Pines Medical Centre, 
Acharacle, on Monday 
September 9 from 10.30am 

As torrential rain battered 
Fort William Train Station 
last Friday, visitors arriving 
and leaving the town were 
treated to beautiful singing 
by a pop-up choir.

A group of 10 Lochaber 
women, led by organiser 
Mandy Ketchin, were per-
forming to raise awareness 
of Water Aid projects.

A� er attending a national 
‘Sing for Water’ event in 
Edinburgh in June, Mandy 

felt this was something she 
could bring to Fort William 
so she got a group together 
and they practiced through-
out the summer.

� e group moved from the 
train station into town to 
share the message of Water 
Aid.

On a wet, dismal Lochaber 
day, the choir brought light 
entertainment to the town 
and a stark reminder 785 
million people face a daily 

struggle to � nd clean water.
Mandy said: ‘We raised 

£255.70 from our collection 
on the day.  

‘We’re still totting up 
all the money each singer 
raised individually from 
sponsorship, but we’re 
delighted the fantastic total 
looks like it’s going to be 
more than £1,000.’

Anyone wishing to donate 
to the charity should visit 
www.wateraid.org.uk

to 11.45am to service 
and repair NHS hearing 
aids and o� er support 
and advice on living with 
sensory loss.

 Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI 
is hosting its annual 
Maritime Day on Saturday 
September 7 at noon in the 
village.

 West Highland Com-
munity Rail Partnership 
is holding its AGM on 
Saturday September 21 at 
12.30pm in Kilmallie Com-
munity Centre, Corpach. 
Everyone interested in the 
rail line between Mallaig 
and Crianlarich is welcome.

 The AGM of Inverlochy 

Village Hall Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Or-
ganisation will be held on 
Tuesday September 17 in 
the Village Hall (The Braxi), 
Nevis Road, Inverlochy, at 
7pm. Everyone welcome

 Two walks have been 
arranged by West Highland 
Museum on Saturday 
September 28 and Sunday 
September 29 as part of 
Highland Archaeology 
Festival. 

The � rst will be a walk up 
Cow Hill and the second 
will be an exploration of 
Blarmafoldach. Places must 
be booked by phoning 
01397 702169 or emailing 
info@westhighlandmuse-
um.org.uk.

Foot passengers will have to 
pay to use the Corran Ferry, 
writes Richard Mason.

� e crossing is so short 
that previously sta�  have not 
been able to collect fares from 
passengers travelling by foot 
or with a bicycle before the 
journey ends.

Now the Lochaber 
Committee of the Highland 
Council has decided these 
passengers will have to buy 
a £1 ticket from machines at 
either side of the crossing. 
� ose with a bike will pay 
£1.50.

Committee chairman 
councillor Andrew Baxter 
was keen to approve the 
proposal, saying: ‘We have 
had numerous consultations 
with community councils 
and groups who consistently 
suggested foot passengers be 
charged.’

Regular users will be able 
to buy a discount book of 
30 tickets at £8 for walk-on 
passengers and £12 for 
cyclists. Under 18s and 
concession card holders can 

still use the ferry for free.
However, some people are 
not pleased with the decision, 
suggesting the council should 
� nd other solutions.

Nether Lochaber 
Community Council chair-
man Iain Jenner said: ‘Quite 
a lot of people use the ferry 
to walk their dog or go for 
a meal at the Ardgour Inn. 
Local people pay their taxes 
and should not be penalised 
for wanting to take advantage 
of living where they do.’

� e ferry also connects part 
of the National Cycle Network 
and new charges may encour-
age dangerous cycling.

Mr Jenner continued: ‘You 
now have a situation where 
cyclists have to go over two 
paying ferries. � e one at 
Camusnagaul can charge 
quite a lot and doesn’t nec-
essarily provide a service all 
weekend. If you are a visitor 
that could mean you go across 
the Corran ferry and have 
to cycle an extra two hours. 
� is charge might persuade 
some cyclists to use the A82. 

� ey are well within their 
rights to do so, but it is quite 
hazardous.’

� is sentiment was also 
raised by Councillor Ben 
� ompson who said it was 
‘unacceptable’ for families to 
cycle on the A82. 

� e idea to replace the ferry 
with a bridge or tunnel has 
been raised before, but the 
costs and logistics require 
further consultation.

A tunnel is the more sus-
tainable approach, according 
to Iain Jenner, but a third 
approach could add another 
use to the crossing.

Mr Jenner said: ‘A bridge 
would have to be enormous 
if you want to maintain the 
cruise liner tra�  c into Fort 
William. Another possibil-
ity is a lock gate system. You 
could also put in sub-sea 
turbines to generate energy.’

A � xed link for the Corran 
Narrows would require gov-
ernment funding but a renew-
able energy source could push 
them to meeting their targets 
in this sector.

Corran Ferry foot 
passengers to pay

WHAT’S ON

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Cairngorm will be
with you from conception,
through construction, to completion
of your home improvement project.

 It is the best investment we have
ever made, we are absolutely

delighted with the end product and
can’t fault Cairngorm at all!   

Mr & Mrs Jones, Latheron
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High Life Highland has been 
accused of cashing in on 
Harry Potter a� er naming 
its newly-refurbished bunk-
house at Kinlocheil Outdoor 
Centre as ‘Glen� nnan 
Bunkhouse’ despite it being 
six miles away from the 
village.

� e last few years have seen a 
massive rise in the number of 
tourists visiting Glen� nnan, 
with visitors from around the 
world � ocking to the hamlet 
on the shores of Loch Shiel 
to view its famous viaduct 
and steam train, which both 
featured in the Harry Potter 
movies. Many people inter-
ested in history also visit the 
Glen� nnan monument to the 
Jacobite rising of 1745.

At last week’s monthly meet-
ing of Kilmallie Community 
Council – its area of remit 

Charity slammed over 
new bunkhouse name

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

includes Kinlocheil – those 
attending were bemused at 
the choice of name for the 
bunkhouse.

Community council sec-
retary Russell Leaper told 
the meeting he was aware 
Glen� nnan Community 
Council had contacted High 
Life Highland over the issue.

‘� e feeling is High Life 
Highland is cashing in on the 
popularity of Harry Potter,’ 
said Mr Leaper.

‘� e bunkhouse is only 
about a kilometre from 
Locheilside train station 
but people won’t realise that 

and will all be getting of at 
Glen� nnan station.’

Highland Council member 
Allan Henderson, Caol and 
Mallaig, said it was ‘absolute 
nonsense’ for the property 
to be called Glen� nnan 
Bunkhouse: ‘It was the 
former school at Kinlocheil. 
� ere’s no way it should be 
called anything else,’ he said.

High Life Highland is the 

charity set up by Highland 
Council to manage its sports, 
cultural and leisure services. 

Mr Leaper added: ‘� ey 
say all their customers [for 
the bunkhouse] come by car 
and they are not interested in 
what form of transport they 
are using. But that’s not an ac-
ceptable attitude. It is a wor-
rying attitude if they think 
people want to go everywhere 

by car and that this is going to 
continue forever.’

A Glen� nnan Community 
Council spokesperson told 
the Lochaber Times it had 
passed on what it called a 
'public transport concern' 
to High Life Highland that 
Glen� nnan is six miles from 
the bunkhouse and also 
pointed out the National Trust 
for Scotland had trademarked 
the name ‘Glen� nnan’.

A spokesperson for High 
Life Highland said: ‘� e rea-
son for the change is to raise 
the pro� le of the bunkhouse. 
By association with a well-
known geographical area, we 
hope customers will recog-
nise its proximity to the Road 
to � e Isles, Ardnamurchan, 
Fort William, Ben Nevis and 
Aonach Mor. Recent invest-
ment in the facility will create 
employment and increased 
use will help us protect and 
maintain it for the future.’

The new name has been the subject of controversy. 

‘Glenfi nnan’ 
centre six 
miles away 
from village

Uncertainty surrounds 
the future of the Footwear 
Department on Fort 
William’s High Street, writes 
Richard Mason.

Shoe shop boss Sam 
Winters told the Lochaber 
Times last week the store 
would likely close, but he 
is in discussions with the 
landlord about his future in 
the Highlands.

Mr Winters will be closing 
his store in Stranraer and the 
discount centre in Oban. He 
said: ‘Out of all the stores, 
Fort William is the one I 
would like to keep.

‘With the previous tenants, 
DE shoes, shutting all their 
shops, and all other shoe 
shops in the high street 
gone, it shows you what’s 
happening. � ere is a lack of 
footfall and retail spending 
has changed.’

� e uncertainty comes 
as the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB) is urging 
the Scottish Government to 
invest £90 million a year into 
rural towns.

FSB Highlands and Islands 
Development Manager 
David Richardson said: 
‘Towns across Scotland face 

immense challenges at the 
moment, with mounting 
costs and increased com-
petition from out-of-town 
shopping and the internet. In 
some parts of the Highlands, 
a shortage of skilled sta�  
is also taking its toll, even 
forcing businesses to restrict 
their opening hours.’

It is also calling for a com-
mission to be set up to deal 
with empty high street shops. 
FSB has identi� ed 414 empty 
shops since 2016.

Talks are ongoing about the 

future of the last dedicated 
shoe store in Fort William 
and the three sta�  who work 
there.

FSB recognises how crucial 
these stores can be in their 
communities and the impact 
their closing can have. Mr 
Richardson said: ‘� is mat-
ters at a time when e� orts are 
being made to retain and at-
tract more young people and 
families to the Highlands to 
re-balance the population 
and safeguard the future 
viability of this region.’

Fort William shoe shop 
facing uncertain future

Sam Winters.

Continued from page one
way Duror pupils and par-
ents have been treated by 
Highland Council and has 
vowed to ‘� ght their corner’.

Ms Forbes said: ‘At the 
beginning of the summer 
holiday, they wrote to the 
council’s chief executive 
pleading for an improvement 
in the coming year. To date, 
I do not believe they’ve had 
the courtesy of a reply. I have 
written four times in that 
time to the chief executive 
also asking for a reply and I 
am still to get one. 

A Highland Council 
spokesperson said: ‘� e 
Highland Council recognises 
the strengths of the school 
and areas identi� ed for de-
velopment, as noted in the re-
port published by Education 
Scotland on Duror Primary 
School. 

‘� e council has fully 
supported the school and will 
continue to do so through 
the appointment of an expe-
rienced head teacher to take 
forward the recommenda-
tions of the report.’

Parents blame 
council for 
damning school 
report
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Anyone caught in a tra�  c tail-
back on a closed trunk road in 
Lochaber immediately a� er a 
serious or fatal road accident 
should expect to be stuck for 
at least four or � ve hours, 
possibly even longer, while 
police crash investigators do 
their job.

� at was the warning 
from Sergeant Nick Hough 
of Lochaber Police when 
he attended last week’s 
monthly meeting of Kilmallie 
Community Council.

Sergeant Hough’s comments 
on road closures following 
road accidents were in 
response to resident Roddy 
Mainland who told how, 
following one of three serious 
road accidents on the A830 in 
August between Fort William 
and Mallaig, it took him � ve 
hours to get home. 

Mr Mainland said: ‘I ran 

into the queue at about 
7pm on my way home from 
Mallaig and did not get home 
till about midnight.’

Sergeant Hough explained 
there were now three special-
ist police crash investigators 
based at the police station in 

Fort William, with the main 
crash investigation unit and 
a specialist vehicle and equip-
ment based at Dingwall.

He told the meeting that, 
while a crash investigator 
might have to travel from 
Dingwall to help with an 

incident in Lochaber depend-
ing on who was on duty and 
that the specialist vehicle 
also o� en had to travel down 
to Lochaber, this only took 
around an hour when the po-
lice used � ashing blue lights.

‘What takes the time is the 
setting up of the investigation, 
recording all the data, noting 
all aspects of the debris and 
taking measurements, in-
cluding those involving skid 
patterns to fully establish 
the circumstances so you 
can provide some sort of 
explanation to the loved ones 
of someone who has been seri-
ously injured or worse, killed, 
and to ensure you have all the 
information in case someone 
is to be charged as a result,’ he 
said.

‘� e initial moments 
following a crash are about 
preserving life and once the 
ambulance crews have done 
their work and are away 
from the scene, the road is 
generally closed, other than 
for emergency vehicles.

‘Geography is against us 
here. We are extremely limit-
ed when it comes to providing 
alternative routes to by-pass 
an accident scene.’

Sergeant Hough said August 

had been a particularly bad 
month in the area for serious 
road accidents, with two 
involving fatalities.

‘On average, we probably 
have � ve serious accidents 
a year, but they mean the 
operation of the whole road 
network being upended.

‘You are always going to end 
up with some sort of situation 
where travel is disrupted. 
Remember also that the clean 
up of debris from the road can 
take a couple of hours on top 
of everything else.’

He explained that during 
the summer 70 per cent of 
vehicles on the area’s roads 
were non-local.

‘So while social media 
can provide information 
quickly about accidents and 
subsequent road closures, 
non-local drivers o� en don’t 
have any way of knowing what 
is happening. If the incident 
is a fatal or serious accident, 
you have to � gure on an eight 
or nine-hour window for the 
road involved to be closed.’

Asked if more specialist 
crash investigation equipment 
based locally would help 
cut down the time involved, 
Sergeant Hough did not feel 
it would be an appropriate use 
of resources.

‘You could lobby for that 
but you’re only talking about 
saving an hour or an hour 
and a half, plus we can always 
access more equipment from 
Dumbarton if need be and 
that is just an hour and half 
away as well.

‘� ere’s really no way round 
it. A road is going to be closed 
for four to � ve hours, if not 
longer.

‘If you have ever had to 
speak to someone who has 
been bereaved by a road tra�  c 
accident, it gives you a better 
perspective on whether sitting 
in a car for four or � ve hours 
listening to music is really that 
much of an inconvenience.’

The long tra�  c tailback as a result of a fatal accident on the A830 near Glen� nnan last 
month. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Police explain serious 
crash road closures

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Police to be issued with mobile phones

A Highland pensioner who 
had been fearing for his life 
a� er BT le�  him without a 
phone line for two months 
has had his service restored 
two days a� er he went public 
with his complaint.

Last � ursday, John 
Sloggie, 80, who also runs 
one of Scotland’s few shinty 
stick businesses, told the 
Lochaber Times how since 
the end of June he had more 
than 15 visits from engineers 
to his home near Invergarry, 
prompting Lochaber MSP 
Kate Forbes to get involved.

Because Mr Sloggie has 
had a quadruple bypass and 
a new heart valve � tted, it is 
vital he and his wife, Mabel, 
80, can ring an ambulance 
in an emergency. � e lack of 
a phone line also hampered 
Mr Sloggie’s shinty stick 
business, Munro Camans 
Limited.

Operators said the fault 
would not be � xed until the 
end of the month but within 
48 hours of his case going 
public, his phone line had 
been restored.

Mr Sloggie said: ‘� e 
engineers on the ground are 
doing their utmost and my 
wife and I are very happy 
they are now doing the work. 
I hope they don’t treat any 
other senior citizen like this.’

Kate Forbes MSP thanked 
BT for its speedy response.

‘I am delighted Mr and 
Mrs Sloggie have had their 
line reconnected,’ she said. 
‘It’s been almost 12 weeks 
since Mr Sloggie � rst raised 
the issue with BT and it has 
been a very di�  cult time for 
them.’

Kate Forbes MSP visited 
John and Mabel Sloggie to 
hear their concerns.

Pensioner’s 
phone line � xed 
48 hours after                  
public complaint

Highlands and Islands police 
o�  cers will start using mo-
bile devices to let them spend 
as much time as possible out 
on the beat.

O�  cers will be able to ac-
cess police systems while out 
on duty without returning to 
a police station to log on to a 
computer.

It is hoped o�  cers will 
be able to spend more time 
working within the commu-

nity, dealing with incidents, 
engaging with members of 
the public, supporting vic-
tims and focussing on crime 
prevention.

Chief Superintendent 
George Macdonald, Highland 
and Islands divisional 
commander, said: ‘Given the 
geography of the area, o�  cers 
incur signi� cant travel time 
between calls and their sta-
tions. � e mobile devices will 

allow o�  cers to be more visi-
ble in the community, spend 
more time on patrol and 
hopefully be more accessible 
within the areas they serve.

‘Members of the public will 
see police o�  cers operating 
their mobile device in public 
areas. � ey are not using their 
personal telephone, they are 
working. � ey will always be 
available to o� er help, advice 
or assistance.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW) West 
Highland will launch its 
inaugural West Highland 
Apprenticeship Week 
throughout all nine high 
schools in Lochaber, Skye and 
Wester Ross this month.

In collaboration with part-
ners from Skills Development 
Scotland and West Highland 
College, the aim is to have 
employer-led talks to inspire 
young people to focus on the 
‘earn while you learn’ route as 
a credible career path.

A DYW spokesperson 
said: ‘Apprenticeships are 
key to boosting businesses 
by bringing in fresh skills 
and developing a motivated 
and quali�ed workforce. As 
the competition for a skilled 
workforce in Lochaber, Skye 
and Wester Ross increases, 
apprenticeships allow busi-
nesses, large or small, to �ll 
their skill gaps and future 

plan. Gone are the days of 
apprenticeship frameworks 
reserved for traditional in-
dustries such as construction 
or hairdressing.’

Working with schools, 
partner agencies, employ-
ers, parents, carers and 
young people, DYW West 
Highland’s goal is to bridge 
the gap between learning and 
working to allow each respec-
tive group to engage with one 
another, fostering a culture 
of collaboration through a 
variety of opportunities.

Apprenticeship Week runs 
from Monday September 9 to 
Friday September 13.

Businesses wishing to get 
involved in activities in 
schools should contact the 
DYW West Highland teams 
in Fort William, Portree and 
Wester Ross.

DYW West Highland is 
backed by Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce.

Apprenticeship week 
in nine high schools

Kinlochleven residents 
came out to voice their 
ideas for the new activity 
centre. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, 

alba.photos

Around 70 people attended 
two drop-in sessions to 
put forward ideas for an 
activity centre to be run by 
Kinlochleven Community 
Trust (KCT).

�e old Claymore Boxing 
Club is being converted 
to provide a place to bring 
residents together and o�er a 
range of activities.

Helen �ompson, a director 
of KCT, wants the centre to 
be available to any group. 
She said: ‘We are willing to 
subsidise groups to get them 
started. Revenue from the 
shop and cafe would go some 
way to support this.’

�e trust is aiming to com-
plete the centre renovations 
around the new year. �e 
centre will include a main 
events area supported by a 
café, cra�s room and com-
munity shop.

Initial ideas for the events 
space are for music, drama 
and dance groups while the 
community has suggested the 
smaller rooms could be used 
for cra�s including pottery 
and sewing groups.

‘We hope that as groups get 
established and more people 

attend, we reach a stage where 
a sensible fee can be arranged, 
with the vision to employ a 
centre manager or caretaker 
further down the line,’ Ms 
�ompson continued.

�e trust stressed the new 
centre will not compete with 
other community spaces.

‘If there was an arts festival 
in the village, the school 
might be the venue for live 
performances, the library 
for a display and the Leven 
Centre and our new centre for 
dance, drama or cra� work-
shops,' said Ms �ompson.

‘It’s all about these venues 
working together to provide 
activities and events for the 
community.’

�e community trust rents 
buildings in the business park 
as well as the old aluminium 
smelting buildings.

Rent is reinvested back into 
the community.

�e conversion of the 
former boxing club is being 
funded by the sale of plots of 
land.

Trust development o�cer 
Marion Smith, said: ‘We are 
�nalising architect’s drawings 
and tendering for builders.’

Community 
has its say on 
Kinlochleven 
activity centre
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Lochaber Coastal Rowing 
club was formed in 2016 with 
a plan to build and row a ski� .

Now, a� er securing funding 
to buy a kit boat and with 
advice from teams nearby 
and from the Scottish Coastal 
Rowing Association, mem-
bers have almost � nished 
building the frame.

Members, based in a 
polytunnel at Claggan 
football pitch, Fort William, 
are now looking forward to 
‘planking’ the outside and 
turning the boat.

Chris Webster, one of the 
club’s founders, explained 
this was a ‘milestone moment 
in any boat-building project’ 
and as the seats and insides 
are � tted, people will begin 
to see a beautiful boat and all 
the possibilities it holds. 

� e boat is being built in a 
shared area used by Lochaber 

Environmental Group, the 
Montrose centre and the 
Bike Kitchen. Despite being 
tucked away, the area is a hive 
of activity.

� e club wants to encourage 
more people to consider get-
ting involved.

Chris said: ‘� ere is some-
thing for everyone. If you 
want to help with the build, 
the kit is user friendly and 
produces a great boat.

‘We plan to build more boats 
when this one is � nished and 
out on the water.’

No prior experience is 
required and everyone learns 
together. One club member 
has been on a course to learn 
to cox and more courses are 
planned for the future. 

� e ski�  takes four rowers, 
with an oar each, and a cox 
and can be rowed in compe-
titions or simply to enjoy a 
journey.

� e club recently took a 
Weymss ski�  named Edith 

Chris Webster with the 
frame of the � rst boat 
being built by the club.

Rowing club builds on 
‘milestone’ moment

Cinema progess 
update afternoon

Call for Brexit 
workshops

out for the � rst of many 
planned evening rows, 
with several open water 
swimmers joining them. 
Further activities will be 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

shared on the Facebook page. 
Chris continued: ‘We have 
lots of opportunities to get 
involved. It’s not only great 
physical activity but also 

good for mental health.’ 
For more information visit 
Lochaber Coastal Rowing on 
Facebook or visit the work-
shop on Wednesday evenings.

‘We plan to 
build more 
boats when this 
one is � nished 
and out            
on the water.’

The team behind Highland 
Cinema is holding an update 
afternoon on the site at 
Cameron Square on Friday 
September 20 from noon to 
2pm. It will feature a viewing 
platform to show the new 
cinema taking shape.

Cinema owner Angus 
MacDonald will be there to 
answer questions. Everyone 
welcome.

The Sea Fish Industry 
Authority (Sea� sh) has said 
it is interested in holding 
a workshop in the Outer 
Hebrides to ensure that 
seafood businesses are 
equipped to respond to 
the changes expected after 
the UK leaves the European 
Union on October 31.

Sea� sh is currently holding 
events and MP Angus 
MacNeil contacted Sea� sh 
to ask that workshops are 
held in the Outer Hebrides.

He said: ‘I would encour-
age this sector to contact 
Seafood directly – questions 
can be sent to regulation@
sea� sh.co.uk

 Car accident
 Motorbike accidents
 Cycling accidents
 Accident at Work

 Farm Accident
 Boat Accident
 Holiday Accident

Involved in an  
Accident in Argyll? 

Here to Help.

www.friends-legal.co.uk 
Call 0141 442 0601

21801_FL_Advert_(160mm high x 250mm)_V1.indd   1 05/07/2019   16:34
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Lochaber Hope funds have 
been give a huge boost by 
employees of an international 
company who took the com-
munity to its heart.

In June, representatives from 
infrastructure group Balfour 
Beatty, Scottish and Southern 
Electricity Networks (SSEN) 
and Terra� rma took part in a 
sponsored walk up Ben Nevis 
and raised £3,143.75.

Balfour Beatty workers were 
in Fort William in January 
2018 to refurbish the 132kV 
overhead line between Fort 
Augustus and Fort William 
on behalf of SSEN. � e team 
worked closely with the com-
munity and wanted to give 
something back.

Balfour Beatty chose to 
support Lochaber Hope, a 
charity which provides a 
wide range of services to the 
community.

On August 22, at a company 
barbecue, a cheque was hand-

Issues hampering progress at 
Dail Mhor respite centre and 
healthcare hub in Strontian 
have been put to new NHS 
Highland (NHSH) chief 
executive Iain Stewart.

Mr Stewart recently visited 
Dail Mhor following an 
invitation by Community 
Councils Working Group 
made at the NHSH annual 
review in April.

Previously a full-time 
residential facility, Dail Mhor 
was closed in August 2017, 
supposedly for two weeks, 
to repair plumbing. But the 
community quickly conclud-
ed NHSH had no intention of 
reopening it.

Following sustained action 
by the community, led by the 
working group of � ve a� ected 
community councils, Dail 
Mhor House was reopened 
a year ago as a respite centre 
and health-care hub. 

It is now being hailed across 
Highland as an example of 
community engagement and 
a potential model for future 
delivery of services.

Mr Stewart was invited 
to Dail Mhor to hear from 

manager Claire Cameron and 
other representatives of the 
working group how issues 
with NHSH purchasing 
processes, recruitment/HR 
systems and management 
have hindered progress.

Mr Stewart authorised the 
group to begin testing ways 
to reduce purchasing costs 
immediately. 

� e chief executive was also 
able to explain in detail the 
changes already made since 
his arrival in the job, which 
are designed to tackle these 
and other problems.

A� er the meeting, 
Acharacle Community 
Council chairwoman Joanne 
Matheson said: ‘We’ve 
been very impressed by the 
support and co-operation 
we’ve had from the board of 
directors throughout this is-
sue, but there were signi� cant 
problems with NHS systems 
which hindered our progress.

‘Mr Stewart’s pragmatic 
and objective approach shows 
every sign of ultimately mak-
ing the changes necessary 
to get the Highland service 
working e�  ciently again.’

NHS chief updated 
on Dail Mhor issues

Amy Fraser of Balfour Beatty, left, presents the cheque to 
Hope director Judith James-Davis. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

ed over by those who took part 
in the walk to Lochaber Hope 
director Judith James-Davies.

She said: ‘Lochaber Hope is 
delighted to receive this do-
nation from Balfour Beatty. 
� anks go to everyone who 
took part in it and donated.

‘� e funds will be used to 
support Lochaber Hope’s new 
workshop aimed at  reducing 

social isolation and mental 
health issues in the commu-
nity, especially among men, 
while increasing social and 
practical skills.

Lochaber Hope manager 
Alyson Smith, added: ‘� is 
non-pro� t-making social 
enterprise will plough pro� ts 
back into Lochaber Hope 
to allow us to work towards 

being self-su�  cient.
‘Lochaber Hope has had 

to rely on grant funding for 
the past 14 years. With the 
development of the social 
enterprise, we can spend less 
time fundraising and more 
time delivering this invalua-
ble service.’

Balfour Beatty senior pro-
ject manager Robert Christie 
said: ‘Our team was proud to 
o� er their time voluntarily 
to climb Ben Nevis and raise 
funds for Lochaber Hope.’

In addition to counselling, 
mentoring, personal develop-
ment and help getting a job, 
Lochaber Hope runs groups 
including 'Cra� ernoon', 
creative writing, peer support 
for anxiety su� erers and a 
daily drop-in service. It also 
supports the new Mind� t 
suicide intervention groups 
now running every Monday 
and Tuesday night in Fort 
William.

Walk funds boost 
Lochaber Hope
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More than 60,000 people 
tuned in to the live camera 
at Loch Arkaig this summer 
to watch ospreys rear their 
chicks.

�e viewers were mainly 
from the UK but there 
were some from the USA, 
Australia, Canada, Norway, 
France, Italy, Sweden and 
Finland, according to the 
Woodland Trust which oper-
ates the camera and manages 
the Loch Arkaig Pine Forest.

Osprey mum Aila and old-
est chick Mallie have already 
departed for their migration 
to warmer climes. Younger 
chick Rannoch and dad Louis 
were expected to have joined 
them on the long �ight south 
this week.

A�er a traumatic season 
in 2018 with a pine marten 
taking the eggs and numer-
ous technical issues with 
the equipment, it has been 
wonderful to have had such a 
successful year, according to 
the trust’s George Anderson.

He told the Lochaber Times: 
‘Two new young ospreys 
sent out into the world and a 
smooth running livestream 

Senior science students from 
Mallaig and Lochaber high 
schools took part in a three-
day Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) event designed to 
show them how they can ap-
ply their skills and knowledge 
to their future careers.

Over three days, students 
learned about study and 
career opportunities in Fort 
William and the surrounding 
areas, with visits to Ben Nevis 
Distillery, BSW Timber and 

Liberty British Aluminium. 
�e programme was or-
ganised by the Engineering 
Development Trust (EDT), 
an educational charity that 
works to engage young people 
in STEM subjects.

Flora Lewis-Gotts, EDT 
Partnership Manager, told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘We 
were initially invited by 
Lochaber High School as a 
result of its relationship with 
Liberty which was keen to 
involve other businesses and 

individuals to give students 
information about various 
paths open to them.’

Colleen MacLean, from 
Developing the Young 
Workforce Highland, talked 
about apprenticeships. 
Students also heard from Lily 
Corn�eld, an ex-Lochaber 
High School pupil who is now 
a PhD student.  �e �nal day 
saw the students visit West 
Highland College for advice 
on preparing CVs and college 
applications. Katie McCaig, a 

senior Mallaig High School 
pupil, said: ‘It’s been good to 
learn about the variety of jobs 
in the area for science that 
we probably wouldn’t have 
known about.’

�e eve nt included sessions 
at the Newton Room. Dr 
Emma Robertson, from the 
Science Skills Academy that 
runs projects at Lochaber’s 
Newton Room, said: ‘�is 
is one of the �rst groups to 
bene�t from a full session at 
the Newton Room.’

 

The Mallaig and Lochaber high school students at the STEM event.

Career opportunities in the spotlight

Osprey chicks Mallie and 
Rannoch on the Loch 
Arkaig nest earlier this 
summer. Photograph: Lewis Pate.

More than 60,000 view 
Loch Arkaig ospreys

from the nest. Massive 
thanks to players of People’s 
Postcode Lottery who make it 
all possible and to the hardy 
bunch at Lochielnet who keep 
the wires humming. �ere 
are vast numbers of people 
enjoying the show across the 
world thanks to their e�orts. 

‘We did have some early 
jitters this season when the 
pair decamped to another 
tree for a while but thankfully 
they came back in view of the 
camera to lay their three eggs.

‘�e live camera stream 
will be back in spring 2020. 
Fingers crossed Louis and 
Aila will be back for their 
fourth season, delighting 
their thousands of fans.’
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Alzheimer Scotland is hitting  
the road this month to inspire 
rural communities to in-
crease awareness and change 
perceptions of dementia.

� e Memory Bus will be 
stopping at Caol Community 
Centre, Fort William, on 
� ursday September 12 to 
deliver two Dementia Friends 
information sessions and 
informal discussions.

With stops at 11 rural 
locations, the charity hopes 

Ballachulish residents were 
le�  wondering if there was a 
mysterious prankster on the 
loose a� er various objects 
began to appear on a front 
lawn.

John and Marie McGarry 
were le�  stunned as one 
morning a buoy from a boat 
was found � ying at half 
mast on the � ag pole in their 
garden.

� e next day, large wooden 
crosses appeared on their 
front lawn – apparently 
welcoming the arrival of 
newly-ordained parish priest 
Father Ronald Campbell 

to the Ballachulish parish. 
Next, the maritime theme 
returned as the couple awoke 
to an orange in� atable din-
ghy hoisted like a main sail.

� e mystery was solved, 
however,  when the couple 
were tipped o�  that the 
prankster was their grand-
son, Michael Chisholm, who 
lives nearby.

‘At � rst we were quite con-
fused,’ said Marie. ‘But when 
we saw the dinghy, we knew 
it had to be Michael. He cer-
tainly uses his imagination 
and I think it’s very funny 
really.’

The dinghy hangs 
from the � agpole 
in the garden.

Grandson unmasked as 
Ballachulish prankster

Memory bus on a mission in Fort William
to boost the number of 
Dementia Friends in Scotland 
to 90,000, one for every per-
son living with the condition.

Anne McWhinnie, 
Alzheimer Scotland’s 
Dementia Friends pro-
gramme manager, said: ‘No 
one should face dementia 
alone. Come along and speak 
to us and learn more about 
dementia. Together, we can 
make a real di� erence.’

� e initiative hopes to give 

people an insight into the 
condition and the struggles 
someone with dementia will 
face daily and the changes 
everyone can make in inter-
acting with people su� ering 
with dementia including 
adapting how you speak to 
be more clear and simply 
being patient with people in 
a queue.

� e Fort William Dementia 
Friends Information Event 
will take place at Caol 

Community Centre with 
session one from 3pm to 4pm 
and session two from 7pmto 
8pm. Booking is required as 
spaces are limited. To book 
your place, visit www.alzscot.
org/dementiafriendstour

Not going to be near Fort 
William? � e Memory Bus 
is making stops across the 
country. 

Find your nearest stop 
at www.alzscot.org/
dementiafriendstour

Kyle lifeboat was called out to 
rescue a man who had fallen 
20 feet from rocks into the 
water on Sunday while trying 
to take photographs of Eilean 
Donan Castle.

� e RNLI crew onboard � e 
Spirit of Fred Olsen made best 
speed towards the world-fa-
mous castle and arrived on 
scene at 10.22am, by which 
time the casualty had scram-
bled out of the water and was 

stuck on the shoreline at the 
base of the rocks.

As a result of his injuries, 
he was unable to move and 
the decision was taken to 
transfer the casualty on to the 
lifeboat to transport him to 
the slipway at Dornie village 
hall where he could then be 
taken into an ambulance.

� e UK Coastguard heli-
copter arrived on scene and 
landed in a � eld until it could 

be ascertained if the casualty 
would need to go to hospital 
by road or be airli� ed. A� er 
reaching the slipway, the 
casualty was handed over to 
paramedics from the Scottish 
Ambulance Service and the 
UK Coastguard helicopter, 
where it was decided he 
would go to hospital in the 
ambulance.

A Kyle RNLI spokesperson 
said: ‘While visiting the area 

Lifeboat launched after 
tourist falls off rocks

on holiday, the couple had 
stopped in a layby to take 
pictures of the castle when 
the casualty fell o�  the rocks 
and landed in the water be-
low. His partner ran about a 
quarter of a mile to the castle 
to raise the alarm.  

‘� e currents are extremely 
strong in that area, however, 
he managed to get to the 
shore and hold on until help 
could arrive.’

On August 21, the world 
said farewell to one of the 
� nest sportsmen Scotland 
has ever produced, when he 
was laid to rest in his native 
Aberdeenshire.

Bill Anderson was without 
dispute the greatest Highland 
Games athlete of the last 
century, having had a career 
in which he dominated the 
sport for more than 30 years.

Dating from the mid-1800s, 
in the lineage of the great 
stand-out heavies of their 
time  – Donald Dinnie, A.A. 
Cameron, George Clark – it 
was Bill Anderson who from 
the late 1950s until into the 
1980s, was undoubtedly the 
top competitor in this � eld.

Remarkably, at the age 
of 49, in his � nal year of 
competition, he won his last 
Scottish Championship at the 
Crie�  Highland Gathering 
of 1987. � e championship 
at Crie�  was, and still is, 
regarded as the premier 
prize in the Highland Games 
circuit, holding more pres-
tige than British or World 
Championships. To win it 
at that age was an incredible 
way to bring closure on an 
unmatched career.

It was on Saturday July 21, 
1956, at the Alford Annual 

Show that Bill Anderson at 
the age of 18 � rst competed 
and from then until he 
retired he threw at home 
and throughout the world, 
dedicating his sporting life to 
Highland Games.

A familiar presence at the 
Argyllshire Gathering, at 
the Mull Highland Games, 
at Arisaig and others, he 
was well known on the West 
Coast, as well as on his home 
territory on the East and 
abroad. 

It is a well-known and o� en 
talked-about aspect of Bill’s 
career, that he was universally 
liked and respected wherever 
he competed.

In an amusing anecdote 
that shows a humorous 
side to his otherwise stern 
and determined character, 
a� er returning from the 
Tobermory Games on a 
particularly rough ferry 
crossing, someone was gently 
mocking him because he had 
been badly seasick.

'Aye,' said Bill, 'and I was 
throwing it further that any-
one else!'

In addition to Highland 
Games Heavy Events, Bill 
also competed successfully 
as a wrestler and as a strong-
man.  In 1978 he came second 

to Geo�  Capes in the Britain’s 
Strongest Man event and al-
though he went on to compete 
in the World’s Strongest Man 
� nal in the USA, he had to 
withdraw early due to injury.  
� ere is footage available on 
YouTube of him competing 
well in the � rst few events of 
this competition.

His brief career in 
Strongman, considering his 
age at the time – over 40 – and 
his lack of experience in the 
discipline shows clearly the 
Herculean strength he had, as 
well as the speed, power and 
coordination required for 
his main forte of Highland 
Games.

I � rst became a fan of Bill 
Anderson when I read his 
biography, Highland Fling, 
written by Jack Davidson and 
published in 2009.  � e book 
gives a fascinating insight 
into Bill’s career, his charac-
ter and to Highland Games 
generally. 

Over the last few weeks I’ve 
spoken to many athletes who 
competed against or were 
judged by Bill Anderson, and 
their adulation and respect 
for him was consistent and in 
every case was immense.  

A true great of Scotland’s 
sporting heritage.
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Lochaber MP 
saddened by 
Davidson decision
Highlands and Islands Conservative 
MSP Donald Cameron says he was 
‘deeply saddened’ by the resignation 
of the party’s leader in Scotland, Ruth 
Davidson, on �ursday August 29.

‘Since taking over as leader of our 
party in 2011, Ruth has taken us from 
strength to strength,’ said Mr Cameron.

‘Under her leadership, we have 
increased the number of elected Scottish 
Conservatives across the board. From 
15 to 31 MSPs, 115 councillors to 276 
councillors and from one MP to 13 MPs; 
that achievement cannot be overstated.

‘We have also held the SNP 
government to account, and under her 
stewardship we have fought for issues 
which matter to people in communities 
across Scotland.

‘Most importantly, Ruth was at the 
forefront of the campaign to save the 
Union in 2014, and was a critical part of 
that victory.

‘While I am deeply saddened by her 
decision, I fully respect it. Ruth has 
brought a real vigour and candour to 
our party, and her impact will not be 
forgotten by the thousands of members 
and supporters who have been inspired 
by her leadership.

‘I wish her, Jen, Finn and all her family 
the very best for the future.’

A call has been made for a com-
prehensive funding review of 
how rural housing is funded and 
delivered for the islands.

Councillor Donald Crichton, 
chairman of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar’s Joint Consultative 
Committee on Cro�ing, called 
for joined-up thinking from min-
isters to tackle depopulation and 
utilise cro� land to encourage 
young people to live and work in 
rural communities.

His comments follow the release 
of Scottish Government statistics 
that show that only 18 new houses 
were built in the Outer Hebrides 
in �nancial year 2018/19 through 
the Cro�er Housing Grant 
Scheme.

At a meeting of the Joint 
Consultative Committee on 
Cro�ing, held on Monday in 
Stornoway, Councillor Crichton 
said: ‘�e 18 new homes built 
under the Cro�er Housing Grant 
Scheme in the past year are obvi-
ously welcome. 

‘It is disappointing, however, 
that the total budget for cro� 

house building has diminished 
to such a level that only 18 house 
were built in one of the main 
cro�ing areas.

‘Building new homes through 
the Cro�er Housing Grant 
Scheme is one of the most e�ec-
tive and e�cient ways to build 
new homes in areas such as the 
Outer Hebrides. I believe it is 
critical that the scheme is consid-
ered more broadly and becomes 

more integrated into the Local 
Housing Strategy and becomes 
complimentary to the A�ordable 
Housing Programme.

‘�e Outer Hebrides pres-
ently have an unprecedented 
level of funding being invested 
through the A�ordable Housing 
Programme, but the links be-
tween that programme and the 
Cro�er Housing Grant Scheme 
appear limited. 

‘�ere is little joined-up 
thinking as to how the two funds 
could work together to maximise 
opportunities.

‘I believe there is a need for a 
comprehensive funding review 
that links local housing strategies 
with the Cro�er Housing Grant 
Scheme, as well as the A�ordable 
Housing Programme.  

‘As the Scottish Government 
looks to design future housing 
investment programmes, I would 
urge it to consider these linkages 
in order to meet the demand for 
land and provide the best funding 
package to address housing needs 
for the wider community and 
young people in particular.  

‘�is was highlighted by 
the leader and convener at a 
recent meeting with the housing 
minister Kevin Stewart and I 
understand the minister would 
welcome more dialogue on how 
this could be achieved.  

‘I will be writing to the Scottish 
Government in those terms and 
seeking further discussions on 
this issue.’

New appeal for funding 
review of rural housing

A�ordable housing 
has been built at 
Ulva Ferry on the 
isle of Mull.
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Gaelic-medium primary 
school pupils in Portree will 
soon have somewhere to 
practice their language skills 
in the evening.

� anks to ferry operator 
CalMac’s Community Fund, 
Comann nam Pàrant Port 
Rìgh (CnPP) has been award-
ed £2,000 to help with the 
set up costs of a new Gaelic 
youth club in the town.

Aimed at primary 5-7 
pupils, the club will be a 
welcome safe space during 
the evening hours.

� e club will initially 
be for pupils of Bun-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Phort Rìgh but 
will be opened up to other 
Gaelic-medium schools in 
the north of Skye a� er an 
initial six -month pilot.

CnPP committee member 
Dawn Campbell said: 
‘Comann nam Pàrant Port 

Rìgh was at the forefront of 
a long campaign to establish 
a Gaelic school in Portree 
and the group continues to 
support e� orts to ensure 
Gaelic-medium provision is 
improved at all levels.

‘A key way to augment the 
work in the Gaelic school is 
to ensure children have an 

opportunity to use the lan-
guage for longer periods, out 
of school in social settings.

‘We see the establishment 
of a Gaelic club as one way 
to do that, engaging young 
people in activities through 
which they will widen their 
vocabulary and language use.

‘CnPP is very grateful to 

CalMac for supporting our 
proposal and we look for-
ward now to getting the club 
o�  the ground.’

CalMac’s Community 
Fund is open to non-pro� t 
organisations involved in 
activities that will bene� t 
young people aged 26 and 
under from island or coastal 
communities the company 
supports.

‘� e response since we 
made the � rst round awards 
earlier in the year has been 
fantastic. We are already 
seeing the money put to good 
use in the Western Isles and 
I’m delighted that we are able 
to help set up such a valuable 
youth resource in Portree,’ 
added CalMac’s director of 
community and stakeholder 
engagement, Brian Fulton.

CalMac helps new Gaelic 
youth club on Skye

Uig port manager Donald 
Beaton presents Comann 
nam Pàrant Port Rìgh with 
their £2000 cheque.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Youngsters have also expressed their views on what the community bene� t should 
be spent on.

UistWind community bene� t survey launched
UistWind has launched 
an online Community 
Bene� t Survey to scope the 
community’s ideas on how 
to e� ectively distribute the 
money generated from the 
UistWind turbines in the 
longer term.

� ough the community 
bene� t fund will not be 
generated immediately, it 
is considered important to 
have a plan ready for when 
cash becomes available so 
that investment can be tar-
geted in line with the wishes 
of the community.

UistWind is a commu-
nity project by North Uist 
Development Company 
(Trading), constructing two 
900kW turbines in North 
Uist, at Criongrabhal near 
Clachan-na-Luib.

� e project is due to be 

operational by October, and 
currently has both turbines 
in place with one of them 
fully commissioned and 
generating power.

It aims to generate more 
than £2 million over the 
project’s lifetime of 22 years 
– with pro� ts going back to 
the community via NUDC’s 
charitable activities.

� e Community Bene� t 
Survey can be accessed via 
SurveyMonkey at https://
w w w . s u r v e y m o n k e y .
c o . u k / r / W V J K M C P 
and closes on Tuesday 
September 10. � e responses 
will inform the Community 
Investment Plan and will 
include all the results. � e 
survey is anonymous and 
asks for identi� cation only 
by postcode and age group.

It asks how people would 

like NUDC to administer 
the funds, to rank what they 
most like about living in 
Uist and what they would 
most like to improve.

Suggested areas for im-
provement include business 
support, job opportunities, 
care and support, entertain-
ment/activities, housing, 
learning opportunities/
education and transport. 
People can also make their 
own suggestions.

UistWind has stressed 
that due to the � nancial 
structure of the project, 
returns will be minimal for 
the � rst few years but will 
increase further into the 
project. � e Community 
Investment Plan will be 
updated in future years and 
will be made available on 
www.uistwind.com.

‘Life-changing’ broadband 
rolled out in Hebrides
Two of the UK’s most westerly 
island communities are now 
among the best connected, as 
full � bre broadband networks 
go live in the Outer Hebrides/
Na h-Eileanan an Iar.

Grimsay, a tiny island rough-
ly three miles long, and Great 
Bernera now have 100 per cent 
access to future-proof, full 
� bre networks.

Until now, the communities 
have been connected to the 
outside world by a wireless 
connection over an independ-
ent radio network, with a top 
download speed of around 
2Mbps. � e new service is 
around 18.5 times faster than 
the UK’s current average.

Joe FitzPatrick, minister 
for public health, sport and 
wellbeing, visited Grimsay 
last Wednesday to see the 
e� ect high-speed technology 
is having on the lives of local 
people, where 65 per cent 
of households have already 
signed up for the service.

He said: ‘Many people living 
here are engaged in tradition-
al industries. Full � bre not 
only enables local industries 
to engage fully online, but 
future-proofs the island for 

economic development and 
growth. In a world where 
technology is a main driver, 
good connectivity levels the 
playing � eld, creating new 
opportunities and stemming 
depopulation.’

He added: ‘It will also 
undoubtedly be of great 
bene� t for healthcare. Attend 
Anywhere gives patients 
the ability to have virtual 
appointments with healthcare 
professionals via their laptop, 
tablet or mobile.’

Robin Spratt, who runs a 
candle-making business in 
Grimsay, said: ‘Before full 
� bre, we had a satellite broad-
band system with very limited 
data. Now when people visit 
the workshop and want to 
buy, we can process electronic 
payments on site. It’s great for 
business but it also has a big 
impact on our personal life 
as now we can access online 
services like catch-up TV and 
stay in close contact with our 
grown-up family.

‘Good connectivity makes 
life in a remote location much 
more viable. Sort out the 
connectivity and the problem 
solves itself.’



� e Oban Times & Lochaber Times
Thursday 5 September 201920 YOUR VIEWS

LT

LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Call for readers to join 
charity’s walk of hope
I work for Brain Tumour Research and I’m 
hoping your readers can help me.

On September 28, we will be taking part in a 
series of walks around the UK to raise money 
and awareness of our cause. 

In Scotland, we’re going to climb the 
Cobbler, one of the Southern Highlands’ most 
iconic hill walks. And we would love if any of 
your readers wanted to join us.

� e route is a challenging seven miles and 
has a fairly steep ascent. We estimate it will 
take between four and six hours to complete, 
and at the peak there should be magni� cent 
views of Loch Lomond and beyond. Pray for 
clear skies!

� e walk starts in Arrochar near the head 
of Loch Long. We’ve teamed up with the Slanj 
pub in Tarbet again, which is kindly providing 
us with free parking and, for just £5, walkers 
can enjoy a bacon roll before we start at 10am 
and there will be a bowl of hearty soup and roll 
to come back to.

You can � nd more information and 
register via the link: www.braintumourre-
search.org/fundraise/take-on-a-challenge/
event/2019/09/29/take-on-the-challenge/the-
cobbler-walk-of-hope-ben-arthur-scotland

We hope to see you there!
Joe Woollcott, Brain Tumour Research.

Wild camping concerns see 
Taynuilt pierwatch launched
It was heartening to read the article in last 
weeks Oban Times about calls to address the 
increasing concerns regarding wild camping 
and its e� ects on the environment. 

It was very timely to the villagers in 
Taynuilt who have seen a year of increase in 
campervans and wild camping at the piers 
leading to serious concerns about tra�  c and 
parking safety (both at the piers and in lanes 
where there are no pavements), human waste, 
substance abuse concerns and litter. � e land 
is privately owned so therefore requires per-
mission to camp there and to light � res. � e 
Scottish Outdoor Access Code is only relevant 
to pedestrians and not motor vehicles and the 
site should not be considered as a campsite.

However, there is a cost to our wildlife which 
is also becoming very evident from surveys 
and observations by those locals who follow 

our wildlife. We have a precious diversity of 
wildlife at the piers which have this year be-
gun to change their behaviours owing to the 
high number of people, vehicles, dogs, noise 
and litter. 

� e number of people who have started 
parking on the beach and at the grass at 
Flounders pond have in� uenced the night rest 
of geese and the movement of otters which 
have protection over their holts and move-
ments raising cubs, for example, by  Scottish 

Natural Heritage. � ere may be unintentional 
business around the area, but wildlife crime 
does not only include intentional actions. 

Signs should alert the public of potential 
wildlife crime and raise awareness of the 
delicate balance that the wildlife has a right 
to expect. � ere have been many issues with 
� shing line caught around swans’ legs, hooks 
le�  where children play, � re scarring in many 
places, a calf who was eating and choking 
on a black bag, plus beer cans, toilet paper 

LOCHABER YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each 
week. 
If you have a photograph you would 

like to see published here, send it to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.
Alternatively, hand it in to our o�  ces 
in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 

According to Kilmallie Community 
Council, the problem of unpleasant 
odours emanating from the Duisky 
land� ll site are so severe that nearby 
residents have been sick.

To have people’s health impacted 
adversely in this way is, frankly, 
unacceptable.

� e Scottish Environment Protection 
Agency (SEPA) admits it has had an 
ongoing series of complaints and met resi-
dents back in April, since when there have 
been a number of additional complaints.

SEPA also con� rmed to the Lochaber 
Times that an action plan is in place with 
the operators of the site, Locheil Logistics 
Limited, to ensure improvements are put 
in place.

However, Kilmallie Community 
Council secretary Russell Leaper told us: 
‘It doesn’t seem like they are planning to 
take action.’

� at is not good enough. SEPA must 
take action urgently to resolve this 
noxious problem.

Time to act with 
urgency to resolve 
problem of odours

Parking charges at 
Mallaig are welcome
� e introduction of new parking charges 
anywhere is frequently the cause of much 
consternation and controversy.

However, in the case of West Bay, 
Mallaig, there has been a warm welcome 
a� er Highland Council approved the 
introduction of paid parking.

� e problem with the hitherto free 
parking is that too many drivers have 
abused the privilege, with some leaving 
vehicles there for months at a time.

� e new charges have been very 
reasonably levied with £10 for a month 
and £4 for a full day. We will watch with 
interest to see how it works next year.
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An £80,000 project will involve 
teams waterproo� ng sections of 
the crossing as well as resurfacing 
on the Skye Bridge and approach 
viaduct.

� e project follows on from a 
£600,000 project to replace some of 
the expansion joints on the struc-
ture which was completed in July.

Painting works on other recently 
refurbished expansion joints will 
also take place to help ensure they 
continue to function safely.

� e project was scheduled to start 
on Tuesday September 3 and will 
last up to three weeks.

To keep road workers as well as 
motorists safe, temporary tra�  c 
lights will be in place 24 hours a day 
with short periods of a 10mph con-
voy system in place for protection 
while surfacing is being carried out.

All tra�  c management will be 
removed at the weekend to keep 
disruption to a minimum.

Safety
For safety, the footpath within 

the tra�  c management area will be 
closed while tra�  c lights are in op-
eration, with pedestrians diverted to 
use the other side of the bridge.

Commenting on the project, 
Eddie Ross, of BEAR Scotland, said: 
‘� is essential maintenance project 
will help ensure that the A87 Skye 
crossing continues to function 
properly and to a safe standard and 
follows on from our work to replace 
the expansion joints earlier this 
year.

‘� e tra�  c management arrange-
ments will help ensure the safety 
of our teams as well as motorists 
during the project.  

‘We’ve taken steps to help mini-
mise disruption as much as possible 
by removing all tra�  c management 
over the weekend, and we’ll con-
tinue to do all we can to limit any 
impact to road users.

‘We thank motorists for their pa-
tience in advance while we complete 
these works and we encourage road 
users to plan their journeys in ad-
vance by checking Tra�  c Scotland 
for up to date journey information.’

With the popularity of ‘rock hiding’ 
continuing, a new twist to the 
hiding and � nding has come to Fort 
William.

Look For A Book popped up on 
Facebook in August and has quickly 
gained momentum.

Creator and mum-of-three, 
Leeanne MacKay, said: ‘It was crazy 
and within two days the group had 
250 members. I saw the group in 
Newcastle and thought it would 
be great here. I just want to help 
encourage kids to get o�  digital 
devices and back into books.’

� e idea is that books are hidden 
with a note saying the name and 
age of the ‘hider’ and put in a water-
proof bag. When found, this is then 
shared on the Facebook page with 
the idea to inspire kids to read and 
share books.

Leeanne explained she wants to 
include all ages in the group, provid-
ing a mix of picture books, pre-teen 
and sketch books. Facebook posts 
are coming in thick and fast, and so 
far the furthest a book has travelled 
is to Edinburgh but it is still early 
days; like its rock counterpart, this 
has captured the imagination of 
children and adults in the area.

� e Lochaber cluster of Catholic 
Churches – those in Fort William, 
Caol, Glen� nnan and Mingarry – 
are getting a new parish priest.

Father David Connor bade fare-
well to parishioners at St Margaret’s 
Catholic Church in Lochgilphead 
and then spent August saying 
goodbyes and hellos as he moved 
on to his new duties. He is replaced 
in Lochgilphead by Father Ronald 

Campbell. Fr David, who spent 
eight years in Mid Argyll looking 
a� er congregations in Lochgilphead 
and Inveraray, and had a farewell 
event held in Lochgilphead Parish 
Church Hall, said those eight years 
had been the happiest in his life.

Parishioners and the wider com-
munity were sad to see him go, as 
he had become an important part 
of many lives.

One parishioner thanked him for 
his ‘kind, compassionate ministry 
to all, especially those in most 
need,’ adding: ‘We will miss you.’

Fr David is from Dunoon, where 
he ran the post o�  ce in Kirn before 
studying for the priesthood. 

He was no stranger to many in 
Mid Argyll, however, as a member 
of the Argyll and the Isles diocesan 
choir. He brought his skills as a 
musician to the priesthood, fre-
quently multi-tasking as priest and 
organist.
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Last week saw Rotarian Margaret 
Boyd’s last attendance at the 
weekly business lunch meeting of 
Lochaber Rotary Club.

A� er a very active and participa-
tive � ve years of membership, she 
is leaving Lochaber to live nearer 
to her daughter’s family in Castle 
Douglas in Dumfriesshire.

Her departure will leave a small 
empty seat at the Rotary table 

but very large empty space in the 
Rotary work team.

Margaret, a community develop-
ment o�  cer with Voluntary Action 
Lochaber, joined the club in March 
2014, sponsored by past-president 
Donald Young and inducted by the 
then president John Rosie.

A native of Glengarry, her career 
has seen a diverse range of jobs that 
have included tractor driving and 

co-ordinating the UHI Learning 
Centre Unit.

During her � ve years with the 
club, Margaret has put a huge e� ort 
into its youth activities work and, 
in association with Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, has introduced 
a new Young Entrepreneur event 
and trophy that will be competed 
for in the coming Rotary year.

She has also been a major pro-

moter and marketer of the club’s 
children’s bedtime stories book 
that has raised more than £3,000 
for the club’s charity fund.

Margaret thanked her fellow 
Rotarians for their support, friend-
ship and fun over the past � ve 
years and president Clive Talbot 
responded: ‘We’re very sorry to lose 
you and we wish you all the best for 
your life in Castle Douglas.’

Margaret bids farewell to Lochaber Rotary Club members

Local 
Rotarians 
bid a fond 
farewell to 
departing 
member 
Margaret 
Boyd, centre.

The farewell party for Father 
David Connor, pictured cutting a 
special cake for the occasion, in 
Lochgilphead Parish Church Hall.
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
Here is a special announcement. 
‘Fort William Community Council 
is commemorating the West 
Highland Railway Line Centenary. 
Ceilidh Train to and from 
Glasgow, Monday, September 5, 
1994. Departs Fort William 08.00; 
departs Glasgow 18.30. Co� ee and 
biscuits on the outward journey; 
cold bu� et on the return trip. Local 
artistes in all the coaches for your 
entertainment. Licensed bar on the 
train. All inclusive ticket price is 
£18.50.’

So we bought our tickets, purely 
in the interests of research, to 
see how the Ceilidh Train might 
compare with the rail excursions 
of yesteryear. And we were not 
disappointed . So here is the report 
(considerably expurgated).

‘Och, the train won’t leave the 
Fort at 8 o’clock,’ was the inevitable 
local forecast. As far as we were 
concerned it departed nearly bang 
on time. At 8.46. � e � rst happen-
ing we found ourselves musing 
about was to ensure we all gave a 
wave to the good folk of Belhaven, 
Invernevis (and Armadale). I 
thought they had put the washing 
out early at these establishments – 
till I realised that the “� ags” being 
� own in honour of the Ceilidh 
Train included the brandishing of 
several pairs of smalls on the end 
of brushes and mops!

It was only on settling down as 
we passed Glenlochy Distillery 
that everyone realised there was 
no heating on the train. However, 
an announcement came over the 
intercom. ‘Ladies and gentlemen, 
welcome to the Ceilidh Train. � e 
bar is now open in the guard’s van 
– and they’re waiting for custom-
ers.’ John looked up at the Tannoy, 
and spoke to it loudly, saying: 
‘No wonder there’s nobody in the 
bar – our bahoochies are frozen 

to the seats!’ However, then came 
a rapid thaw as there was plenty 
of ‘central heating’ in the guard’s 
van – with all drinks at £1 a shot. 
So it wasn’t long until the ‘ice was 
broken’ – along with the seals of 
a battery of Fort William back-up 
bottles which were spirited out of 
shopping bags.

� e pipers, accordionists, � ddlers 
and singers, in Gaelic and English, 
and although we didn’t realise it 
at the time that they were going to 
provide much of the entertainment 
– the dancers were limbering up as 
we passed Torlundy.

Meanwhile, two Clagganites were 
vying with each other for the title 
of the West Highland Pipeman 
of the Year (in the no smoking 
category).

Joe was � rst to get his vocal cords 
working, between Roy Bridge and 
Tulloch. ‘Anyone got a request?’ 
Joe asked. ‘Aye, can you sing Far, 
Far Away? came the concerted 
response. No, but we were regaled 
with Bonnie Glen� nnan, even 
though we weren’t on the Mallaig 
Line.

By the time we had given the 
Morgans a wave at Corrour the 
ceilidhing was in full swing. By the 
way, Corrour Station celebrates its 
centenary on September 14.

We ceilidhed on even a� er the 
train pulled in at Queen Street. 
On with the dance, including a 
Strip the Willow on the platform, 
permeated with one or two 
staggers. � en we all dispersed into 
the city to amuse ourselves for � ve 
and a half hours.

� e Glasgow streets were actually 
quite quiet. 

Until, that is, the Lochaber locals 
converged on them. I’m not sure 
that Glasgow knows yet what hit it. 
But hit it was. Marks was mobbed, 
BHS besieged and C&As chock-a-

block. ‘It’s busy the day,’ the shop 
assistants mused. ‘It must be that 
Teuchter train in fae Fort William.’

Under the Hielan’man’s Umbrella 
I heard this female yelling ‘Evening 
Times! Extra late � nal.’ 

Read all about it! I thought to 
myself. ‘I’d know that voice in 
Hong Kong!’ 

Sure enough, on the news stand, 
selling papers was – Divy! She had 
even got herself a part-time job in 
Glesca for a couple of hours.

� e Park Bar had its busiest 
Monday a� ernoon ever. 

Aye, and there were quite a 
few regulars with Lochaber 
connections. 

It was in there that the shout went 
up: ‘Quick, the ceilidh’s started at 
the station!’ When we got there, 
sure enough, the main concourse 
had been taken over by the Ceilidh 
Trainers – much to the amazement 
and amusement of most of the 
commuters (though those going 
on the Edinburgh train didn’t look 
overly impressed). 

� e next song was a dance, 
as the pipes, accordions and 
� ddles played for an eightsome, 
Gay Gordons and Highland 
Schottische. � anks to this 
impromptu ‘take the platform’ 
half-hour, Queen Street didn’t look 
as if it belonged to Glasgow any 
more.

Tale to be concluded on  
September 19.

Appeal to aid restoration 
of rare Rum orchestrion
Tucked away under the main 
staircase in Kinloch Castle on 
Rum is a very rare and special 
instrument.

It is an Imhof and Mukle or-
chestrion, bought by Sir George 
Bullough in 1906 along with 
nearly 40 rolls of music.

It is one of the biggest ever made 
and plays the instruments of the 
orchestra through punched rolls 
of music.

A truly magni� cent beast, it 
sounds through the castle but is 
in need of major renovation and 
restoration. Apart from a lack 
of maintenance over the years, 
it has also su� ered from wood-
worm infestation and general 
wear and tear.

It needs to be taken o�  the 
island to a competent organ 
builder and careful restoration 
work will enable it to be played 
once more.

� e cost will be in the region 
of £60,000, which will include 

the restoration of the musical 
rolls as well. Kinloch Castle 
Friends’ Association, which has 
applied for asset transfer of the 
castle and is raising money for 
the restoration of the building 
are also relaunching a separate 
appeal for £60,000 to restore the 
orchestrion.

It is intended that this restora-
tion will take place whether or 
not asset transfer is granted.

Alison Biden, of the Musical 
Box Society of Great Britain, 
is about to travel to the United 
States to give a talk about the 
Kinloch Castle orchestrion to 
a meeting of the Musical Box 
Society International.

� e Kinloch Castle orchestrion 
is regarded as being of interna-
tional importance.

To help with this appeal, please 
check out the KCFA website or 
search under Kinloch Castle 
orchestrion for various ways to 
donate.

The orchestrion at Kinloch Castle.

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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Lochaber club lotteries

SUPER TRIAL

RUGBY

LOTTERY NUMBERS

Fort William Golf Club’s lotto numbers last week were 5, 
14 and 15. There was no winner this week. The prize for 
the draw today, Thursday September 5, will be £300.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers last week 
were 2, 9 and 17. There was one lucky winner this week. 
Next week’s jackpot will be £200.

The Caol Community Centre bingo lotto numbers this 
week were 3, 13 and 19. There were no winners so the 
prize next week is £800.

The numbers in the Caol Regeneration Lotto this week 
were 5, 11 and 17. There was one winner this week, 
Agnes Fraser, who won the £100 jackpot. Next week’s 
prize will be £100.

Lochaber lose out
in season opener

Loch Lomond  27
Lochaber 11

West Region Division 3

Lochaber Rugby Club 
opened their landmark 
50th season as a club with 
a defeat away to Loch 
Lomond on Saturday.

It was the � rst meeting 
between the teams 
after Loch Lomond were 
relegated from Division 
2 last year and Lochaber 
were keen to continue 
their form from last year 
which saw them � nish � fth 
in the league.

The Banavie side were 
forced to � eld a makeshift 
squad, however, with 
several players playing out 
of position, most notably 
hooker Rory MacKay 
who was deployed as a 
scrum-half. Nevertheless, 
it was Lochaber who got 
the scoring under way 
courtesy of a well-struck 
penalty from Jonathan 
McCook to put the � rst 
points on the board.

This promising start 
was followed by some 
calamitous defending 
from the visitors on a 
couple of occasions which 

Lochaber RFC.

gifted two tries to Loch 
Lomond to make it 10-3 in 
their favour.

The home side got 
another try before 
Christopher Simpson 
crashed across the line 
to score to narrow the 
margin. McCook scored 
another three points 
with a penalty, which 
turned out to be the last 
of his side’s points that 
afternoon.

Lochaber had to defend 
well on their own try line 
for a large period of the 
game in the second half. 
Despite managing to 
hold up three tries on the 
line, Loch Lomond were 
eventually able to cross 
the line to score another 
two times, bringing 
the � nal score to Loch 
Lomond 27-11.

Lochaber travel to 
Shawlands in Glasgow 
this Saturday in the 
preliminary round of the 
West Regional Bowl. The 
match kicks o�  at 3pm 
at Cartha Queens Park 
Rugby Club.

The team’s � rst home 
game of the new season 
will take place ar Banavie 
on the following Saturday.

50th anniversary celebrations
To kick o�  the club’s 50th anniversary celebrations, 
Lochaber Rugby Club are hosting a ladies’ lunch at 
their � rst home game on Saturday September 14 
against Mo� at. 
 The club would like to invite all players’ wives and 
girlfriends, female members and supporters (over 
18) to come along to the special event. Full details 
can be found on the club’s website.

Ben Dignan takes 
second place at 
youth Super Trial

Ben Dignan in action at the recent Super Trial. 

Roy Bridge trial rider Ben 
Dignan continued his � ne 
run of form in the recent 
North Berks MCC Super 
Trial.

� e annual big weekend 
of trials competitions in 
Oxfordshire saw Dignan 
take on familiar foes as some 
of the UK and Europe’s top 
youth talent were all vying for 
the title.

Bright sunshine and blis-
tering heat over the weekend 
brought out a big crowd and 
made for a fantastic couple of 
days of action.

� e youth boys, Dignan’s 
category, were out � rst on 
Saturday morning to blaze 
the trail. Dignan was una-
ble to overcome Spaniard 
Pau Martinez, who made 
the trip especially across 
the Channel, in the youth 
category. Martinez took the 

victory on 22 marks lost, but 
was followed by Dignan who 
� nished 18 marks behind him 
on 40 points in second place.

Dignan said he was pleased 
with the result, especially 
considering the European-
level of competition.

� e 16-year-old has 
enjoyed a remarkable 2019 
season which saw him 
clinch a podium � nish in the 
European championships, 
a top � nish ten in the world 
championships and is on the 
cusp of winning the British 
championship. 

With a commanding 
32-point lead going in to the 
� nal round in Ayrshire this 
month, all he needs to do is 
� nish one of the stages to take 
home the British title.

Registration opens for Corran swim

A large � eld of swimmers took to the water at Corran Narrows last year. 

It has become one of the area’s 
most popular swimming 
events.

At 380m long, it may not 
be the longest of wild swims 
on the local circuit, but with 
chilly waters and strong tides 
to contend with, the Corran 
Narrows swim is certainly 
not for the faint-hearted. 
So much so that organisers 
Highland Open Water Swim 
have asked novice swimmers 
not to take part.

A� er the enormous success 
of the previous two outings, 
registration is now open 
for what will be the event’s 
third edition on October 5. 
Last year, more than 60 open 
water swimmers braved the 
cold and the team behind the 
event are hoping for similar 
numbers this year.

All registrations for swims 
must be done online and 
before the September 28 
deadline.

As a charity, Highland 
Open Water Swim tries to 
keep registration fees as low 
as possible to ensure every-
body can attend the events 
and this year’s fee is £10 to 
cover expenses.

A� er three years of raising 
money towards Children 

with Cancer UK, organisers 
have decided that this year 
the event will be raising 
money for the Brain Tumour 
Charity. � is has become a 
charity close to the group’s 
hearts, as Ally Connolly, one 
of Highland Open Water 
Swim’s trustees, is currently 
� ghting a brain tumour.

Swimmers can swim just 
one way or both ways over 
the narrows, a choice which 
should be made clear to event 

organisers upon registration. 
Crossing one way would 
suit most swimmers, but the 
return swim is recommend-
ed for more experienced 
swimmers only as there is a 
constant undertow current 
always pulling. � ose who 
decide to swim only one way 
can return on the ferry as a 
passenger for free.

� ere is minimum age for 
swimmers and participants 
under 16 must have a parent 

present. � e parent does 
not have to take part in 
the swim, but needs to be 
present throughout the event. 
Swimmers with disabilities 
are also welcome. More details 
are available on the Highland 
Open Water Swim website. 
Contact Alex on alex@high 
landopnewaterswim.com for 
more information.

SWIMMING
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St Patrick’s FP 4
South Lochaber Thistle 3

GG Premier Division 1

FOOTBALL

Jags handed a 
harsh lesson in 
season opener

by Peter Newman
South Lochaber � istle were 
handed a tough lesson in 
life in the Greater Glasgow 
First Division on Saturday 
su� ering a last-minute 4-3 
defeat away to St Patrick’s FP 
seconds.

� e Jags were worthy 
winners of Division Two 
last season but headed to 
Dumbarton with several key 
players missing for their � rst 
competitive game of the cam-
paign. St Pats were no easy 
team, � nishing as holders of 
both the Spring Cup and the 
President’s League Cup last 
time out.

And it looked like it was 
going to be a long a� ernoon 
for the Kinlochleven out� t 
when the robust and physical 
St Pats forced a throw deep 
in � istle territory. � e 
long-searching throw into the 
box sneaking in to the net to 
open the scoring a� er only 
eight minutes.

SLT were doing well to cope 
with the larger Pats team and 
soon began to � nd their feet. 
� e classic mid� eld combi-
nation of Dave Forbes and 
Andrew McLean soon started 
to open spaces for Sean Noble 
and Danny Mackintosh to try 
to exploit.

South Lochaber Thistle pictured after winning the Greater Glasgow Division Two league championship last season. 
Photo: Abrightside Photography.

A� er half an hour, this 
paid dividends when Rhys 
Edwards drove into the box 
and was brought down, 
earning a penalty. Noble 
despatched his spot kick with 
impish glee, only to have to 
retake it as the referee had not 
blown the whistle. � e � ying 
winger made no mistake the 
second time either to level the 
scores.

� at was how it remained at 
half-time and it was the Jags 
who maintained the momen-
tum as the second half got 
under way. Cameron Grant 
in the centre of the park was 
imperious, snapping into 
tackles and ensuring that the 
St Pats mid� eld never found 
their rhythm. Edwards was 

also working well down his 
� ank and as the hour mark 
approached, he took full ad-
vantage to set up Mackintosh 
who made no mistake to 
double the advantage to 2-1.

� istle now piled on the 
pressure and it took only 
two further minutes to add a 
third. Noble was working to 
stretch the play and his en-
deavour on the right allowed 
the veteran Forbes to plant a 
sublime � nish into the net.

With half an hour to go, SLT 
looked like they should com-
fortably see out the game and 
send a statement to the league 
about the quality of football 
in Lochaber.

However, � rst Macrae was 
adjudged to have brought 

down the St Pats striker and 
their man made no mistake 
reducing the de� cit to 3-2.

� en, as the clock ticked to 
the 90th minute, an on-rush-
ing centre half was allowed 
far too much time in the box, 
chesting down a lumped ball 
forward and dispatching the 
volley to level the scores.

Finally, as the embers of the 
match looked ready to die 
altogether, the referee award-
ed a controversial free kick 
on the half way line which 
was pitched forward. � e 
header from the St Pats player 
snatching the points with a 
stunning injury time turn 
around for the home side.

Manager Alan Gray said: 
‘We are obviously disappoint-
ed with the result but we’ve 
certainly shown that we can 
compete with the teams in the 
top division. On another day 
with all our players available, 
we could and should have 
seen the game out for the win. 
But we win as a team and we 
lose as a team and we can be 
proud of the vast majority of 
our play today.

‘We owe a special thanks to 
Michael Rodger who stepped 
up to play out of position in 
goal at short notice. He is a 
real team man and I can’t 
thank him enough.’

Man of the match: Cameron 
Grant.SLT manager Alan Gray.

Ben Dignan takes 
second place at 
youth Super Trial SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 

WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 5, 
2019 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.53 1.1 09.35 3.3 
 16.07 1.0 21.48 3.2
Fri 04.46 1.4 10.34 3.0 
 17.03 1.4 22.46 2.9
Sat 05.51 1.7 12.18 2.9 
 18.10 1.7  **.**  *.*
Sun 01.07 2.7 07.17 1.8 
 14.05 2.9 19.39 1.8
Mon 03.46 2.8 08.53 1.7 
 15.23 3.1 21.23 1.7
Tues 04.32 3.0 09.51 1.5 
 15.57 3.3 22.18 1.6
Wed 04.40 3.2 10.34 1.3 
 16.27 3.6 22.56 1.4              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
12°C to 14ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and 
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and
a gentle breeze
Sunday
Light rain and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
10ºC to 15ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

16

16

14
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Jags handed a 
harsh lesson in 
season opener

Lochaber lose 
out in season 
opener

FOOTBALL

Mallaig                    7
Kyleakin             2

William Wilson League

Weather wreaks 
havoc as Fort 
learn Scottish Cup 
opponents
The weather wreaked 
havoc last weekend as sport 
� xtures and events across 
Lochaber fell foul of the 
heavy rainfall.

Fort William FC’s tie with 
Wick Academy at Claggan 
Park had to be postponed 
due to a waterlogged pitch 
following days of incessant 
rain.

The club announced: ‘Even 
with all the work that’s been 
done to the park rolling, 
spiking and sponging over 
the past couple of days, it’s 
waterlogged. With the rain 
not due to let up, we’ve had 
to call it o� .’

The Fort were in action 
last night in the Pat Munro 
North of Scotland Cup 
against Brora Rangers. The 
match took place after this 
week’s Lochaber Times went 
to print.

Their match against 
Formartine this Saturday 
has been postponed due to 
their opponents playing in 
Challenge Cup.

That means focus will turn 
to next Wednesday evening, 
September 11, when they 
take on closest rivals 
Clachnacuddin at home in 
what will be a bottom-of-
the-league derby.

The Fort have been drawn 
against Vale of Leithen in the 
� rst round of the Scottish 
Cup. The match is scheduled 
to take place on Saturday 
September 21 at 3pm at 
Claggan Park.

The Vale play their football 
in the Lowland League. They 
are currently sitting bottom 
of the league.

Mallaig victory sets up 
fi nal day title decider

by David Buick
Defending league champions 
Mallaig welcomed Kyleakin 
to Lochaber on Saturday in 
their � nal home league game 
of the season.

� e blues looked to avenge 
their defeat away to the visi-
tors a week earlier and ensure 
they would be heading into 
the � nal day knowing that a 
victory would see them retain 
the title.

� e visitors started with 
their star striker, Gordy 
McCarroll, in goal, with usual 
keeper Craig Wilson leading 
the line in what could be seen 
as a bit of gamesmanship 
from the Skye team. Mallaig, 
however, were unfazed and 
came � ying out the blocks 
to take an early lead. A Ryan 
MacDonald cross was turned 
in by Matthew Cunningham, 
who had made his way from 
le�  fullback in to the box to 
put Mallaig in front.

Kyleakin, a� er going 
behind, made the inevitable 
change and switched goal-
keepers with Gordy McCaroll 
moving to a more natural 
out� eld position and Wilson 
putting the gloves on a� er 
a brief out� eld cameo. � e 
change made little di� erence, 
however, as minutes later 
Mallaig doubled their lead 

through Andy Cunningham, 
who did superbly well to lose 
his marker before hammering 
the ball low into the net with a 
le� -footed half volley. A bril-
liant start for the home side.

Mallaig continued to 
dominate and the lead was 
extended, � rstly through 
Ryan MacDonald. He got 
on the end of a low Ross 
Douglas cross to tap in from 
inside the six-yard box to get 

Ryan MacDonald in action.

rebound. Cunningham added 
his second and Mallaig’s � � h 
a� er a coolly taken one on 
one � nish.

� e second half started in 
the same manner as the � rst, 
Mallaig continuing to create 
chance a� er chance, with 
Ross Douglas continually 
being a threat to the Kyleakin 
rear guard.

Kyleakin were able to get 
a goal back as their attacker 
capitalised on some shaky 
Mallaig defending to head 
home. Mallaig got back on 
the scoring trail, however, as 
substitute Marius Stoian hit 
a � erce drive from distance 
that had too much on it for 
the Kyleakin goalkeeper and 
made its way into the far right 
corner of the net.

Mallaig’s seventh and � nal 
goal of the a� ernoon was 
something special. Sixteen-
year-old Andrew Sneddon 
picked up the ball on the right 
wing and hit a lovely, curling 
and dipping shot from range 
that le�  the Wilson rooted to 
the spot as it sailed in to the 
top le�  corner of the net.

Kyleakin did salvage a 
late consolation through a 
McCarroll  goal marred with 
controversy and confusion. 
Mallaig goalkeeper Ally 
Lamont had come over to 
the touchline to receive a 
throw in from his fullback, 
but much to his surprise the 
referee had ordered for a free 
kick to Kyleakin further up 
the pitch. � e Kyleakin strik-

er shot from just inside his 
own half into the empty net 
to complete the a� ernoon’s 
scoring.

A great result and perfor-
mance from Mallaig which 
sets up a massive game 
away to Sleat and Strath 
next Saturday in what could 
e� ectively become a play-
o�  for the title. Providing 

Sleat overcome GA United 
midweek, both teams will be 
locked on points on 42 points 
on the � nal day. 

For the second year run-
ning, there will be a gripping 
� nale to the Skye and 
Lochalsh league.

his name on the scoresheet. 
David Currie then got in 
on the act as he mopped up 
a� er an Angus MacNaughton 
shot had been saved initially, 
allowing Currie to tuck in the 

Andy Cunningham bagged 
himself two goals.

Tight at the top in Wilson League
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