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Serving the west since 1861

A £90,000 grant that was set 
aside for Oban’s Rock� eld 
Centre has been put on hold 
and councillors have asked 
o�  cers to investigate the � nan-
cial viability of the project.

� e decision was taken at 
an impromptu meeting on 
Tuesday July 2 for Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles (OLI) area 
committee members to discuss 
the allocation of Scottish 
Government Town Centre 
Regeneration funding.

A report to a full meeting of 
Argyll and Bute Council on 
June 27 set out recommenda-
tions for spending the council’s 
£1.2 million share.

� e recommendations for 
OLI  included £44,000 for 
street signs in Oban, £150,000 
to Tobermory Harbour, and 
£90,000 to Rock� eld.

But OLI councillors asked for 
an extension to discuss using 
part of the money to upgrade 
Moss� eld Stadium.

� is comes a� er Oban Live 
organisers revealed that the 
festival was ‘taking a break’ 
next year due to a lack of 

improvements to the stadium. 
Chairwoman of OLI area 
committee Councillor Elaine 
Robertson had put forward an 
amendment asking for more 
time to discuss the allocation 
of cash, with members voting 
in favour by 16 votes to 13.

� e follow-up meeting took 
place on Tuesday, with OLI 
members saying: ‘Due to rep-
resentation made over the past 
few days to councillors by fund 
applicants, members are placed 
in the unfortunate position to-
day of having to instruct senior 
council o�  cers to urgently in-
vestigate the � nancial viability 
of the third project [Rock� eld] 
seeking funding.

‘Local councillors have a duty 
to ensure good governance and 
due diligence in regard to the 
allocation of any public funds.’

� e statement adds that when 
clari� cation and information 
are received from senior coun-
cil o�  cers another meeting 
will take place with delegated 
councillors to decide the 
allocation.

� e OLI councillors present 
at the meeting were: Elaine 
Robertson, Andrew Vennard, 
Mary-Jean Devon, Julie 

McKenzie and Jim Lynch. 
Councillor Roddy McCuish 
declared an interest at the full 
council meeting last � ursday 
and he could not take part in 
the decision-making process.

� e day before the meeting 
took place, � e Rock� eld 
Centre issued an ‘urgent call 
for help’ to its members.

� e centre said money still 
needs to be raised to � t out 
internal spaces.

‘Although the building works 
have started at Rock� eld we 
are still fundraising,’ the plea 
read. ‘Please lobby your local 
councillors and see if we can 
get this vital money secured for 
� e Rock� eld Centre.’

Chairman of Oban Com-
munities Trust, which runs 
� e Rock� eld Centre, Gordon 
McNab, said: ‘I am very disap-
pointed that we have heard this 
third hand and that the council 
has not had the courtesy to 
speak to us directly.

‘I have no concerns what-
soever about the viability of 
this project, nor do any of our 
other funders, who have been 
entirely positive and support-
ive about this project and its 
development.’

£90,000 funding earmarked 
for Rockfi eld is put on hold

Sky’s the limit for Cameron

Aviation enthusiast 
Cameron Allen was all 
smiles when his fundraiser 
at Oban Airport got o�  to 
a � ying start on Monday. 

The youngster, who 

su� ers from Osteogenesis 
Imperfecta (Brittle Bone 
Disease) has secured 
a place on a 10-day 
Meteorological (Met) 
Observers course and had 

arranged a family fun day 
at the airport to help cover 
accommodation costs for 
the visit. 

For the full story, turn to 
page two.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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much-missed 
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Empty island 
school sold 
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Cameron Allen may be good 
at predicting the weather but 
even the bright 17-year-old 
aviation enthusiast could not 
have foreseen the amount of 
support he would get for his 
fundraiser at Oban Airport 
this week.

� e youngster, who 
su� ers from Osteogenesis 
Imperfecta (Brittle Bone 
Disease) has secured a place 
on a 10-day Meteorological 
(Met) Observers course in 
Aberdeen next month and, 
with the help of a dedicated 
group of friends, family 
and airport sta� , arranged 
a family day to help cover 
accommodation costs.

More than 120 adults and 
children turned up on the day 
to take part in various activi-
ties, including a 3.6 kilometre 
walk around the perimeter 
fence, with a puzzle trail for 
children to do en route, fun 
� re � ghting exercises with 
airport mascot Fire� ghter 
Collie, and his friends, high 
tea and a ra�  e.

‘� e whole day exceeded 
my expectations and I’m so 
grateful to everyone who 
helped out, as well as all the 
people who came along to 
support it,’ said Cameron.

‘I have been interested 
in aviation and all things 
aircra�  for as long as I can 
remember and to be given 
the opportunity to go on this 
course is amazing.’

Cameron has been doing 
work experience at the North 
Connel venue during the last 
academic year and has taken 
part in almost all of the roles 
required at an airport.

Station manager Tom 
Eddleston added: ‘� is 
course will allow Cameron to 
record observations that are 
used to advise pilots on the 
local weather conditions.

‘� ese reports are also used 
by the Met O�  ce when they 
are forecasting the weather 
for the area. � e course 

will allow him to carry on 
working at the airport on a 
voluntary basis.

‘Cameron is keen on a ca-
reer in the industry and this 
course will open up many 
opportunities for him in the 
future.’

Cameron’s condition means 
that the whole family will 
have to stay in Aberdeen in 
order to help him throughout 
his two-week course.

Monday’s community wide 
fundraiser raised £740.95, 
and Oban Airport has also set 
up a gofundme page which is 
currently sitting at £650.

Anyone who still wishes to 
donate can do so at https://
w w w. g o f u n d m e . c o m / f /
oban-airport-fundraiser

The sky’s the limit for 
high-fl ying Cameron

Gary Lord, Emily Lord, Logan Watt and nana Ann Kennedy.

One lucky 
youngster 
enjoyed 
some fun 
� re-� ghting 
jobs, above; 
and left, 
Fire� ghter 
Collie kept 
everyone 
entertained.

Cameron Allen, centre, with airport sta�  and some of the 
many children who turned out in support.

� e annual Oban charity 
ra�  race will take place on 
Saturday August 24 – giving 
would-be competitors time 
to construct their vessels.

� e race will get under way 
at 2pm at the town centre 
beach and the sponsored 
event will raise money for 
Oban and Lorn Lions Club’s 
charity fund.

Anyone interesting in 
entering should know a 
few of the rules such as the 
ra� s must be home-made 
and propelled by oar-type 
paddles and/or home sails.

� ere is no canoe style ra� s 
and all crew must be on the 
ra� , not in it.

All polystyrene-based 
materials must be contained 
in a sealed case/containers.

Nails, screws, metal 
bindings or any other 
objects must not be allowed 
to protrude from the ra�  
as these may cause injury 
to the competitors or other 
contestants.

For more information, or to 
get a registration form, email 
obanandlornlionsclub@
gmail.com

Date set for 
Oban Raft 
Race 2019

The 2018 event was a huge 
success.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Home Reports 
and Valuations
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An application to build 44 
homes in Oban’s Lonan 
Drive was approved in prin-
ciple at a public hearing last 
Wednesday, June 26.

More than 100 members 
of the community took 
their seats at Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls at 10am to 
show their disapproval of TSL 
Contractors’ plans.

But a� er a 5-5 split in votes, 
chairman of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning commit-
tee David Kinniburgh used 
his casting vote to approve 
the planning department’s 
recommendation to pass the 
application.

Councillor Kinniburgh 
also requested that if a more 
detailed application was sub-
mitted to the council – there 
should be another public 
hearing.

As the application is only 
in principle, TSL Contractors 
would have to submit, and 
have approved, a more de-
tailed plan before work can 

go ahead. Oban Community 
Council, which objected 
to the plans, argued that 
the south side of Oban was 
already over developed.

A number of concerns were 
outlined, including: ruining 
green space, tra�  c conges-
tion, impacting wildlife and 
protected plants, sewage, and 
� ooding.

Architect Frank Beaton said 
that the development would 
provide ‘much-needed social 
housing in the town’.

Andy Knight of TSL 
Contractors said: ‘Some 
people have a need or want to 
live in town. We are all aware 
of the pressure on housing. I 
think the people it may a� ect 
the most are those people that 
currently don’t have suitable 
housing in Oban.’

� e general consensus from 
the objectors was that it was 
the right development in the 
wrong place. � e only Oban 
councillor sitting on the com-
mittee, Roddy McCuish, put 
forward a motion to refuse the 
application due to concerns 
over road safety.

He said the report did not 
provide su�  cient assurance 
that emergency vehicles could 
properly access the devel-
opment unhindered by use 
of a proposed give-and-take 
entrance to the site.

He also cited the narrowness 
of the road at the proposed 
access, the unusual use of 
tra�  c calming measures, and 
the intensity of tra�  c already 
using the road network, which 
would be exacerbated if the 
development went ahead.

A� er the vote, he said: ‘I am 
extremely disappointed but 
I respect the decision of the 
planning committee.’

Councillor McCuish said the 
fact that it went to a casting 
vote, shows how close it was.

He added: ‘I still have some 
concerns regarding road safe-

Lonan Drive housing 
approved in principle

‘Some people have 
a need or want to 
live in the town. We 
are all aware of the 
pressure on housing’

ty. I hope they will be taken on 
board should this application 
go further forward.’

Marri Malloy, chairwoman 
of Oban Community Council 
and a Lonan Drive resident, 
said: ‘All the ducks were lined 
up – I could not see it going 
any other way. We are going 
to come out � ghting when it 
goes to planning, there were 
so many issues that have been 
swept under the carpet.’

Willie McKillop, a resident 
and objector, said: ‘I am dis-
appointed, but I thought there 
was a great representation 
from the local community. It 
shows the value of this open 
space.

‘I still think it is inappro-
priate and I still think there 
are serious doubts over the 
access.’

A spokesperson for the 
roads department said: ‘In my 
opinion the layout and access 
is acceptable.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

A charity bingo night last 
Friday in Oban raised £1,726 
for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

� e money was raised 
through bingo book sales and 
a ra�  e that boasted prizes 
such as a night for two with 
dinner at � e George Hotel, 
Inveraray, and a Tennent’s 
Brewery tour.

� e trust will use the money 
to help fund research into the 
condition.

Promoter Andrew 
Buchanan expressed a ‘huge 
thank you’ to all of the busi-
nesses that donated ‘wonder-
ful ra�  e prizes’.

He said: ‘And a very special 
mention to our bingo caller, 
the wonderful Nicola Wilson, 
who ensures everyone enjoys 
an entertaining night.

‘� anks to everyone who 
bought books of ticket or 
joined us on the night.

‘Your support will go a 
long way to building brighter 
futures and � ghting for a life 
unlimited for those a� ected 
by cystic � brosis.’

� ere will be another char-
ity bingo night this Friday, 
in aid of the Oban branch of 
Cancer Research, at � e View 
from 7pm.

Charity bingo night raised 
£1,726 for Cystic Fibrosis Trust

Paying for parking needs to be 
easier for visitors, according 
BID4Oban’s chief executive, 
writes David McPhee.

Andrew Spence made the 
comments a� er a member of 
the public voiced his annoy-
ance about on-street parking 
at the Oban Community 
Council meeting last week.

� e man told the meeting 
that people had been leaving 
their cars on Miller Road for 
days at a time, with some 
being le�  for a fortnight.

He added: ‘� e parking 
charges are far too dear. We 
want visitors to come to the 
town, but I am afraid we will 
see them going away because 
they can’t park.’

Mr Spence of BID4Oban 
said: ‘It is not easy to park 
for more than the designated 
time in any of our public car 
parks.’

He stated that as it stands, 
people cannot pay for any-
thing past 6pm in the Oban 
car parks.

‘� ere is no signs up to 
say how you can park for 
more than a day,’ he added. 

‘You can go online and buy 
a permit for a full week, but 
you are not making it easy for 
our visitors.

‘� e other issue we have is 
if you want to park you must 
enter the time in minutes. 
If you want to park for two 
hours, that is 120 minutes, 
but if you want to park from 
9am until 6pm, how many 
minutes is that?’

Mr Spence reiterated that 
it was not easy for people: 
‘People want to pay using 
an app on their phone,’ he 
added.

‘We were assured that 
something would be put in 
place by the start of the sum-
mer season. If I was a tourist 
coming to town, I would not 
want to chance parking my 
car where I could get a £70 
parking ticket.’

Another member of the 
public said: ‘I don’t think 
there are any signs any-
where that alert people that 
there are two hours free. 
I think if you advertised 
that, people would be hap-
py to pay for extra time.’

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said: ‘� ere will be a parking 
review at the end of the sum-
mer and all these issues can 
be addressed.’

Community councillor 
Neil MacIntyre said it was a 
di� erent problem at Miller 
Road.

‘We highlighted the school 
teachers parking there. 
� ere’s school cars on the 
bend,’ he said.

� e police o�  cer in 
attendance said that any 
cars causing an obstruction 
would be li� ed and asked 
the community to report any 
obstructions by calling 101.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘� e teachers have to 
stop parking at Miller Road. 
� ey have a car park with 185 
spaces there.’ 

Councillor Kieron Green 
added: ‘People don’t use [the 
school car park] to avoid go-
ing through the Soroba Road 
lights. � is is people not 
prepared to wait for a minute 
or two longer. � ey choose 
to park in a residential area 
instead of a free car park.’

Paying for parking needs to be made 
easier in Oban, says BID4Oban
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Family and friends of Jordan 
Foster, who was critically 
injured in a road tra�  c acci-
dent last month, have started 
fundraising to bene� t the 
people they believe saved his 
life.

Jordan’s mum Sara and wife 
Lesley began a fundraiser 
for Scotland’s Charity Air 
Ambulance (SCAA) on 
June 25, four days a� er the 
28-year-old overturned his 
car on a stretch of the A85 be-
tween Taynuilt and Dalmally, 
near Cruachan Power Station.

Emergency services attend-
ed the scene along with the air 

ambulance and Jordan, who 
is head chef at   the Brander 
Lodge Hotel and Bistro, was 
airli� ed to Glasgow’s Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital.

Mum, Sara Foster, has since 
met the doctor who was on 
board the ambulance and 
wants to thank him and the 
rest of the air ambulance sta�  
as well as raise money to help 
pay for the service.

‘� e words I said, ‘‘thank 
you so much’’, aren’t enough,’ 
she said.

‘� e air ambulance is 
purely funded by charitable 
donations and without the 
generosity of ordinary people 
like me and you, my chef kid 
and all our lives wouldn’t be 

the same. As a mum, it has 
been the worst experience of 
my life, and my heart broke 
for his wife Lesley and his 
sister Kendal too.’

Since sending out the appeal 
via Facebook, Sara has raised 
£1,495 (at the time of going to 
print), but with the basic cost 
of the air ambulance being 
£10 a minute the family are 
looking to raise much more 
so other lives can be saved.

Jordan has injuries to his 
pelvis, neck and back which, 
thanks to the quick actions of 
the ambulance crew, are all 
repairable in time.

Speaking to � e Oban 
Times last week, Lesley said: 
‘� e day of the accident was 

Family shows gratitude to Charity Air Ambulance
by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Youngsters at Lochnell Primary 
School were enjoying the great 
outdoors when they took part in 
their sports day last week.

Families and friends were 
invited to go along and watch 
the fun and games on Monday 
(June 24).

As well as the usual races, 
agility techniques were put to 
the test too.

More than 120 children took 
part and were split in to four 
teams: the Ben Lora Bears, 
Tralee Tigers, Black Castle 
Panthers and the Lochnell Lions.

At the end of the a� ernoon, 
the winners were the Ben Lora 
Bears.

A school spokesperson said: 
‘We had a fantastic day. � e rain 
stayed o�  and everyone was a 
good sport and a winner just for 
taking part.

‘It was also lovely to have so 
many grannies, partners, mums 
and dads and families coming to 
cheer us on.’

Fun and games at Lochnell 
Primary School sports day

Youngsters had a fantastic time with school friends and family at the sports day.
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Holidaymakers took a sun-
shine break from sightseeing 
to help Hope Kitchen volun-
teers with a beach clean.

Extra helping hands 
are always welcome on a 
Wednesday from 10.30am, 
says clean-up co-ordinator 
Tam Ferris.

Joining volunteers last week 
were Michael and Elizabeth 
Smith from Glasgow.

Hope’s beach cleans started 
more than two years ago and 
are making a big di� erence, 
says Tam.

‘When we � rst started we 
were all � lling bags but now 
we’ve got rubber buckets 

and have noticed a change 
in what we are picking up. 
We used to get about 300 to 
600 cigarette butts a week 
but now it is about 50. People 
really are cleaning up their 
act.

‘� e message seems to be 
getting through. What we’re 
mostly bringing up from the 
beach now are tiny bits of 
nylon rope. � e kind of stu�  
that could end up on your 
plate if it stays in the sea.

‘We’re always happy for 
people to join us. We’ve had 
people from France, Holland 
and Portugal. Everyone is 
welcome.’

Teamwork keeps beaches clean

Beach cleaners from the left, Michael Smith, Tam Ferris, 
Elizabeth Smith, Michael Rodmell and Martin Daker.

the worst day of my life.
‘I am so grateful to the 

emergency services that were 
present on the day. � e police 
even came and got me and 
took me to where Jordon was, 
everyone was amazing.

‘He is still quite poorly 
but has been up and walked 
a few steps. He has been 
overwhelmed with everyone’s 
generosity and hopes to be 
able to thank everyone him-
self soon.’

� e SCAA fundraising links 
can be found on Sara and the 
Brander Lodge’s Facebook 
pages.

Jordan Foster in Australia 
last December, right.

Family shows gratitude to Charity Air Ambulance

Islanders became the proud 
owners of Kerrera’s old pri-
mary school this week.

A� er a successful bid to the 
Scottish Land Fund and a� er 
20 years of sitting empty, the 
school building is all set for a 
new lease of life.

� e sale was completed 
on Tuesday July 2, and � e 
Isle of Kerrera Development 
Trust plans to turn it into a 
new � t-for-purpose commu-
nity centre.

� e residents’ group has 
already started fundraising 
for the renovation and was 
delighted to get £119,167 
from the land fund to help 
it buy the now-dilapidated 
school from Argyll and Bute 
Council.

� e funding also covers 
some immediate essential 
repairs and the post of new-
ly-appointed project manager 
Aideen Shields for the next 
year.

Ms Shields, who lives on 
Kerrera, said: ‘It’s a really 
exciting time for us and we’re 
all delighted. 

‘� e community has been 
working towards this for a 
long time and it will be amaz-
ing to � nally have a place we 
can all get together for work-
shops, events, parties, classes, 
meetings – you name it.

‘Living on the island, I 
have a personal passion for 
the project, so it’s great to be 
getting stuck in and to see 
real progress.’

� is is the second time 
the island trust has tried to 
purchase the building a� er 
an unsuccessful attempt in 
2008. 

� e building was then 
leased to Stramash, but lay 
empty a� er the organisation’s 
plans changed.

� e Isle of Kerrera 
Development Trust is   plan-
ning a big fundraising drive 
to raise the money for the 
renovations.

Events will include an island 
art exhibition at Ardentrive 
Farm, a race night at Oban 
Marina and a children’s bike 
event at Balliemore.

A crowdfunding campaign 
is also under way and busi-
nesses are already showing 
support. 

All donations are welcome.
‘� e community would 

be delighted if people can 
look for the Kerrera Old 
School Community Centre 
on Justgiving and please 

donate what they can,’ said 
Ms Shields. Kerrera, known 
for its landscape, wildlife and 
striking ruin of Gylen Castle, 
attracts more than 15,000 
visitors a year via a short ferry 
ride from Oban’s North Pier 
or Gallanach and is home to 
a full-time community of 65.

Despite its thriving com-
munity, its public facilities 
are almost non-existent with 
no shop or village hall – the 
school closed its doors to 
pupils in 1997.

� e last regular ferry 
service ends at 6pm, which 
can make life challenging for 
islanders. 

Ms Shields said: ‘With a 
booming population of 19 
children – nine of who are 
under � ve – and some older 
residents heading into retire-
ment, the community feels a 
neutral, central place to meet 
is more important than ever.

‘For many years, residents 
have been longing to bring 

Empty island school sold 
to Kerrera community

Islanders are delighted 
their long-held ambition to 
turn the old school building 
into a community hub can 
now become a reality.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

the former school building 
back into community use, 
which will provide a central 
place for islanders to gather 
for the � rst time.’

� e Isle of Kerrera 
Development Trust had pre-
viously been awarded £19,633 
from the Scottish Land Fund 
to bring in expert help to � nd 
out more about what owning 
and running the building 
might involve and how to 
make it sustainable.

Community Enterprise, 
one of Scotland’s most expe-
rienced community support 
organisations, developed a 
� ve-year business plan for the 
former school.
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Call us today on 01631 808080
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A community has named its 
� rst coastal rowing ski�  a� er 
a much-missed wife of the 
boat’s main builder.

Ken Groom has been the 
leading man behind the build 
of Appin’s St Ayles ski�  and 
his late wife’s nickname was 
voted in by locals as the new 
boat’s o�  cial name.

Helen Groom, whose 
maiden name was Nelson 
- hence Nelly - passed away 
a� er a short cancer illness in 
January this year.

It has taken the group about 
one and a half years, so far, to 
reach a landmark stage in the 
ski� ’s construction, � nishing 
its hull, which means they 
can turn it over and crack on 
with building its interior, the 
gunnels and the seating.

� e � nal job, later this year, 

will be to paint in light blue 
and grey in a nod to Appin’s 
Jacobite banner.

� e ski�  crew carried the 
completed hull out of the 
boathouse to the Pierhouse 
Hotel to celebrate the latest 
achievement, toasting the 
ski�  with glasses of Pimms 
courtesy of � e Pierhouse 
Hotel.

Appin Ski� ’s chairperson 
Elaine Venters said: ‘A� er a 
great deal of hard work, we’re 
delighted to have completed 
the ski� ’s hull and are very 
much looking forward to 
getting out on the water with 
other coastal rowing commu-
nities across Argyll and the 
Isles.

‘Ken has been our main 
workman. He has been the 
brains behind getting the 
boat built. We have all helped 
but we could not have done it 
without him. We’re particu-

larly pleased the community 
chose to name our ski�  a� er 
his wife.’ Ken said he was 
touched by the gesture. ‘It 
really means a lot that the 
community chose it,’ he said.

Meetings are usually on a 
Monday and � ursday from 
6.30pm at the boathouse, 
anyone interested in helping 
complete the ski�  or wanting 
to get out on the water can go 
along.

To � nd out more either 
email info@appinski� .co.uk 
or go to Facebook and search 
for Appin Ski�  Community 
Project @AppinSki� 

Funds were raised through 
a ceilidh night and at the 
Appin Show, with generous 
donations also coming from 
individuals and organisa-
tions, including the Appin 
Community Trust, � e 
Argyll Trust and Highland 
Titles.

Skiff named in 
memory of much-
missed Nelly G

Appin ski�  community with Nelly G.

Turning 
the boat, 
Helen 
Groom’s 
son Steven 
is on the 
left.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Oban High School Pipe Band were 
crowned European champions 
in Grade 3B on Saturday, with 
other Argyll and Bute bands also 
winning their grades.

The Oban pupils won their 
category at the championships, 
which took place on Bught Park in 
Inverness for the � rst time.

A spokesperson for Oban High 
School Pipe Band said: ‘We are 
delighted. 

‘This is a new grade for them 
and they are up against a lot 
of adult bands, so it was a big 
achievement.’

The school’s novice band came 
13th in Grade Novice B.

Invararay and District Pipe 
Band were crowned European 
Champions in Grade One and 
Mid Argyll Pipe Band won Grade 
4A, while Oban Pipe Band were 
eighth in Grade 2.

OHS Pipe band crowned 
European champions

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Add space and value to
your home with a Cairngorm 
conservatory or sunroom 

NEED MORE
ROOM?
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POLICE FILES
 About 4.15am on June 18 
an outbuilding to the rear 
of a property in Ardconnel 
Road, Oban, was entered, 
a mountain bike removed 
and le�  nearby, a key safe 
was also damaged. Police are 
investigating.
  About 8.20pm on June 25, 
at Corran Esplanade, Oban, 
two men, aged 19 and 29, 
were stopped and searched 
and found to be in possession 
of cannabis. Both men were 
charged and issued with a 
recorded police warning.
 Between noon on June 17 
and 12.30pm on June 26, the 
rear door at Westbay Flats, 
Corran Esplanade, Oban 
was damaged. Police are 
investigating the incident.
 About 2pm on June 26, at 
Argyll Square, Oban, a car 
was stopped by police and 
checks revealed there was 
no insurance for the vehicle. 
� e driver, a woman, 53, 
was charged and the vehicle 
was seized. A report will be 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.
  About 6.25pm on June 
26, on the A828 at Connel 
Bridge, a black Audi car was 
reported as being driven in 
a dangerous manner while 
overtaking another vehicle 
and failing to obey a red 
tra�  c light. � e male driver, 
25, was later traced by police 
and is the subject of a report 
to the Procurator Fiscal.
  About noon on June 28, on 
the A816, Kilmelford, a car 
was stopped by police and 
checks revealed there was 
no insurance in force for the 
vehicle and the male driver, 
54, was charged and the 
vehicle was seized. A report 
will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.
  About 6.20am on June 
29, the rear door at Westbay 
Flats, Corran Esplanade, 
Oban was forced open 
and several letterboxes 
were damaged within the 
communal landing area. 
  Overnight between June 
28 and 29, a garden hut to 
the rear of a property in 
McKelvie Road, Oban, was 
forced opened and items 
stolen. 
  About 12.30am on June 
30, on the A85 near Dunbeg, 
a car was stopped by police 
for a routine check and 
the driver, a man, 48, was 
arrested for drink driving. 
� e man was charged with 
the o� ence and a report 
will be submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

 If anyone has information 
on the above, or to any 
incident, they can contact 
their local Police Station 
on 101, or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

A man has urged Argyll and 
Bute Council to apologise to 
visually impaired people in 
Oban for failing to rectify 
inadequate tactile paving in 
the town.

� e inventor, who wished to 
remain anonymous, has cre-
ated a device to measure the 
‘bumpy’ surface a� er reading 
an article in � e Oban Times 
in July 2017 highlighting the 
problem.

Out of the 33 slabs he tested, 
23 measured 3.5mm or less, 
which he has labelled as 
extremely worn, with urgent 
action required.

� e remaining 10 measured 
between 3.6mm and 4.4mm, 
which was noted to be ‘worn’ 
and ‘should be replaced’.

� e 33 slabs were on Soroba 
Road, Lynn Road, and Argyll 
Square.

� e tactile paving allows 
visually impaired people to 
feel where the road starts and 
stops – at tra�  c lights for 
example.

In July 2017, John McQuade, 
who is blind, complained to 

� e Oban Times about the 
‘dangerous’ surface in Argyll 
Square, saying someone was 
going to get killed.

But two years on and there 
have been no improvements.

� e person who created the 

device to measure the paving 
said he was greatly troubled 
by the article in � e Oban 
Times and, with the help of 
a friend, they created � e 
Cruachan Cross Check.

He said: ‘On Sunday June 
23, we successfully trialled 
the device on some of the 
tactile paving at controlled 
pedestrian crossings on 
Soroba Road, Lynn Road and 
Combie Street, 12 stances in 
all. In every case several tiles 

were found to be worn and in 
need of replacement.

‘I would certainly call for 
Argyll and Bute Council 
to issue an apology to Mr 
McQuade and indeed to all 
residents of Oban and visitors 
who are either blind or have 
a measure of impaired vision, 
for failing to ensure all the 
tactile paving on local au-
thority pedestrian crossings 
is maintained.

‘I have asked the council to 
regard tactile paving replace-
ment as a high priority.’

An Argyll and Bute spokes-
person said: ‘Areas where 
natural wear and tear occurs, 
such as if paving becomes 
worn, will be addressed as 
part of our ongoing mainte-
nance programme.

‘Any resident who would 
like to raise an issue can do 
via our website or via our 
main phone number. We will 
look into those concerns.’

Call for ‘urgent action’ 
on Oban tactile paving

Above, the device created to test the paving; and right,  
John McQuade, who had complained to The Oban Times.

Talent abounds in Oban

Last weekend showcased a 
huge amount of the talent we 
have in this wee town – from 
all the talented musicians 
who played around the town, 
including those playing at 
Markie’s Music Festival to 
our very own Oban High 
School Pipe Band which is 
now European Champion.

� ere was also a great result 
for one of our shinty teams 
with Oban Camanachd 
winning the Celtic Society 
Cup in an exciting match 
at Taynuilt. I admit bias in 
boasting about this as one of 
my two sports-da�  nephews 
was playing. I’m a very proud 
auntie.

Oban also punches above 
its weight on the internation-
al sporting scene, with lots 
of our young people taking 
their sport to an even higher 
level. We have golfer Robert 
MacIntyre, who is doing great 
things on the European Tour, 
and John MacPhee, who 
is competing in the Moto3 
World Championship.   In 
rugby, too, we have compet-
itors playing at international 
level for both the men and 
women, with Abi Evans, 
Magnus Bradbury and in 
the under-20s Lomond 
MacPherson. � ey are all 

a credit to Oban. � ere are 
probably others I haven’t 
mentioned, so apologies for 
that. With all the credit they 
deserve, so too do the people 
at home who have trained 
them, pushed and encour-
aged them and enabled them 
to be among the best in what 
they do.   If it wasn’t for the 
people behind the scenes, 
teachers, trainers, parents 
and family members, then 
these achievements may not 
have happened or would not 
have gone so well.

So to all the background 
heroes that make things pos-
sible for our young people, 
o� en at a cost to their own 
purses and social and family 
lives, well done and thank 
you.

� e photograph last week 
was of Oban Stove and 
Heating Company, tucked in 
beside Stoddart’s.  � is week 
you need to take a wee walk 
from the town centre.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

I am frequently astounded 
at the levels of discomfort 
and pain patients seem 
to happily accept. I have 
seen patients with acute 
glaucoma where the pain 
normally is so severe many 
are violently sick or have 
excruciating headaches yet 
others seem oblivious to any 
discomfort. 
The other regular occur-
rence at this time of year is 
debris from garden strim-
mers injuring eyes. Again, 
some patients present with 
extreme discomfort with 
metal or stone embedded 
in their cornea and want to 
be seen immediately. Others 
come in and, when doing a 
routine examination, I find 
a foreign body embedded in 
the front of their eye for so 
long the outer layer of the 

cornea has grown over it.
The same occurs with vi-

sion. A significant number 
will persevere with poor 
vision until they are forced 
to attend for an eye exami-
nation by a family member. 

Others come in complain-
ing of poor vision when 
they can still easily read the 
lowest lines of letters on the 
test chart. Neither is doing 
something wrong. Your 
concept of clear comfortable 
vision is different from your 
partner or your neighbour. 

Patients with dry eyes 
are another group whose 
response to their eye con-
dition seems totally at odds 
with all the signs I find 
when examining the front 
of their eyes. I often find pa-
tients whose eyes are so dry 
they could have been made 
of blotting paper yet they 
seemingly are not in any 
discomfort. Others come in 
complaining of extreme dis-
comfort yet have minimal 
signs on examination. 

It could be eye care profes-
sionals are not very good at 
measuring quality of vision 
ie how we see. We are very 
good at measuring quantity 
ie the size of what we are 
looking at. Patients seem 
to have a very wide range 
of tolerance to pain and 
discomfort. 

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Stoicism 

ADVERTORIAL
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�is is the �rst photograph 
of this year’s sea eagle chick 
with Forestry Land and 
Scotland climber Andrew 
Ford at the Mull Eagle Watch 
project. 

�e chick is six weeks old 
and was being ringed and 
checked under SNH licence 
as part of a long-term sea 
eagle monitoring project.

�is year Mull Eagle Watch 
is based at Craignure golf 
course, with income from 
public trips to see the sea 
eagle family going to help 
this project and others from 
a fund administered by the 
Mull and Iona Community 
Trust. 

Police Scotland and RSPB 
work each year with the 
community to protect Mull’s 
eagles and other wildlife. 

Climbers and ringers meas-
ured and weighed the chick 
which is due to take its maid-
en �ight later this month.

RSPB Mull O�cer Dave 
Sexton said: ‘Sea eagles are 
a vital part of Mull and 

Scotland’s biodiversity and 
can also be a wildlife tourism 
asset to fragile communities. 

‘�ousands of people visit 
us each year to see iconic spe-
cies like sea eagles and golden 
eagles and spend millions on 
Scottish goods and services. 

‘Mull Eagle Watch has been 
running for nearly 20 years 
winning awards, gaining a 
�ve-star wildlife experience 

rating from VisitScotland 
and helping to protect these 
very special Scottish birds of 
prey.’

Mull Eagle Watch can be 
visited from now until the 
end of September and is open 
Sunday to Friday (closed 
Saturdays). 

Trips to see the eaglet and 
parents Scalla and Anna run 
at 11am and 2pm. 

First sea eagle chick of 2019 ringed

Andrew Ford from Forestry and Land Scotland is seen 
with the chick. Photograph: Justin Grant

A bid to increase the number 
of area committee meetings 
held across the Argyll and 
Bute Council area has failed 
– by two votes.

Councillor Donald Kelly 
[Conservative, South Kintyre] 
wanted the authority to 
change the number of annual 
area committee meetings 
from four to six. Seconded by 
Councillor Douglas Philand 
[Independent, Mid Argyll], 
he had su�cient support 
from Mid Argyll, Kintyre 
and the Isles [MAKI] area 
committee at its June meeting 
for the idea to be put before 
the full council on �ursday 
June 27.

But the proposal was 
quashed by 16 votes to 14, 
and the four area commit-
tees for the area’s divisions 
will continue to meet four 
times a year, in March, June, 
September and December.

Councillor Kelly said: 
‘During the last restructure 
of the council, meetings 
moved to a quarterly basis. 
I accept this works well for 
committees like environ-
ment, development and 

infrastructure, policy and 
resources and community 
services. But area committees 
have lost continuity. We have 
not had the opportunity to 
follow issues through with 
constituents at public ques-
tion time. By supporting a 
move to six area committee 
meetings a year, we would 
give the public a 50 per cent 
increase in democracy.’

But Councillor Robin 
Currie [Lib Dem, Kintyre 
and the Islands], chairman 
of the MAKI area committee, 
submitted an amendment 
to take no action, seconded 
by Councillor Donald 
MacMillan [Independent, 
Mid Argyll].

Councillor Currie said: ‘We 
know how many people come 
to area committees. �e big-
gest ones are on the islands.
But in Campbeltown, very 
few members of the public 
turn up. I am not sure if more 
area committees would serve 
anything.’

Councillor Ellen Morton 
[Lib Dem, Helensburgh and 
Lomond South], chairwoman 
of Helensburgh and Lomond 

area committee, highlighted 
the retirement of several 
council o�cers, whose e�orts 
were recognised at the council 
meeting, as an argument 
against, saying: ‘�e motion 
sounds very democratic. But 
we saw this morning how 
many of our most experi-
enced o�cers are leaving 
us – [and] not because of the 
quality of their work. We are 
losing them because council 
funding is cut year on year.

‘We need governance sta� 
to support area committees. 
�ey are there to advise us and 
many are quali�ed lawyers. 
I don’t think this is a good 
move. Where are we going to 
�nd the money for the people 
we need to support us?’

However, Councillor Lorna 
Douglas [SNP, Helensburgh 
Central], said: ‘�ere are peo-
ple who think there should 
be more [meetings]. �e one 
thing that keeps coming up 
is community engagement. 
I would welcome more 
meetings.’

A�er a roll call, Councillor 
Currie’s amendment came 
out on top by 16 votes to 14. 

�e chairman of Argyll 
and Bute’s health board has 
promised full co-operation 
with any measures a�ecting 
the area in response to the 
Sturrock Report.

Councillor Kieron Green 
addressed concerns   raised 
a�er the document reported 
that hundreds of health 
workers at NHS Highland 
may have experienced inap-
propriate behaviour.

Members of NHS Highland 
make up the integration joint 
board (IJB) of the Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP), which 
oversees services in the area.

Councillor Green respond-
ed to a question on the matter 
from Councillor Audrey 
Forrest at a meeting of the full 
council last week (�ursday 
June 27). 

�e review, led by John 
Sturrock QC, was published 
on May 9. �e IJB held its 
most recent meeting on May 
29.

Councillor Forrest said: 
‘Mr Sturrock was concerned 
to hear about particular 
problems in some island 
communities and the culture 
in Lochgilphead and Oban. 
A review of management 
practices may be needed. 

‘What is being done and 

how will we facilitate this?’ 
Councillor Green said: 

‘Obviously the Sturrock 
Report has raised a number 
of very serious issues across 
NHS Highland, and this has 
triggered a number of other 
people coming forward.

‘�e IJB considered the 
Sturrock Report at the end 
of May, but the timing meant 
that there was not a substan-
tial amount of consideration 
that could be given.

‘�e IJB decided to note the 
report and make a request 
that progress reports are 
brought back to the board on 
a regular basis as and when 
decisions are made.

‘NHS Highland has had 
the �rst plan produced as to 
its actions. How that will be 

implemented in Argyll and 
Bute is for consideration and 
will come back in due course.

‘It is too early to say what 
form it will take, but we will 
fully co-operate.’

A report for the IJB meeting 
on May 29, by interim medi-
cal director Dr Boyd Peters, 
stated: ‘NHS Highland will 
make plans to provide pasto-
ral care, mediation, occupa-
tional health support and an 
appropriate communication 
framework.’

Councillor Green said in 
a report before the council 
meeting: ‘Within it [the 
Sturrock Report] are a num-
ber of potential implications 
for the HSCP and as further 
details emerge these will be 
brought back for considera-
tion by the IJB.

‘Another item which 
prompted much debate was 
around governance of the IJB 
and the committees which 
report to it, including the role 
of di�erent members and the 
�lling of a number of vacant 
positions.

‘�ere was a further joint 
leadership meeting with 
representatives of Argyll and 
Bute Council, NHS Highland 
and the IJB, where the pro-
posed review of scheme of 
integration was discussed.’

Argyll councillors block move to 
increase area committee meetings

Health board chairman 
promises full co-operation 
over Sturrock Report

Kieron Green.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE RECIPE?

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall, 
Glencruitten Road 
Wednesday 9.30am, 
11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Salvation Army Hall 
16 Belford Road, Fort William
Thursday 9.30am, 11.30am, 
3pm, 5pm & 7pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead  
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm,  
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Serves 4
Syns per serving:  2

Ingredients
• 3 slices old bread
• 800g potatoes, peeled and cut into thick chips
• Low calorie cooking spray
• Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
• 4 x 170g skinless and boneless cod �llets
• 2 eggs
• 2 tbsp beer
• Fresh parsley, �nely chopped, to garnish
• Canned mushy peas
• Lemon wedges, to serve

Method
1. Preheat your oven to 220°C/Fan 200°C/Gas 7. Line two 

baking trays with baking paper. Whizz the bread in a 
food processor until crumbed, then transfer to a plate. 

2. Boil the chips in lightly salted boiling water for 4-5 
minutes, then drain well, return to the pan and cover. 
Lightly shake to roughen up the chips’ edges, then 
arrange on one of the baking trays in a single layer. 
Spray with low calorie cooking spray, season and bake 
for 15-20 minutes, or until golden.

3. Meanwhile, season the cod. In a shallow bowl, beat 
together the eggs and beer. Dip the �sh in the egg 
mixture, then coat with the breadcrumbs. Transfer to 
the second baking sheet. Repeat with the remaining 
�llets and bake for 15-20 minutes, or until cooked 
through and lightly browned

4. Sprinkle the parsley over the �sh and serve with the 
chips, plenty of mushy peas, plus lemon wedges for 
squeezing over.

Fish, Slimming World chips and peas



� e Oban Times
Thursday 4 July 2019 NEWS  9

OT

Bob Wilson and his friend Keith Burnett will travel as far as Lewis in their vintage 
vehicles. 17_T27_WesternIslesTour01

‘Dukes of Harris’: Duo tour the 
Western Isles on vintage tractors
Every day people leave 
Oban to explore the 
Western Isles, however, 
not everyone does it on a 
vintage Massy Ferguson 
tractor, writes David 
McPhee.

Bob Wilson from Kippin 
and his friend Keith Burnett 
from Port of Menteith 
rolled up to the CalMac 
ferry queue last � ursday 
on their vintage vehicles 
to embark on a tour of the 

isles. � e pair le�  Oban on 
� ursday heading to Barra, 
planning to travel as far as 
the Isle of Lewis on their 
six-day adventure.

Speaking about the 
‘Dukes of Harris’ trip, the 
duo said: ‘We spoke about 
it in the winter. We thought 
we should do this before we 
get too old.’

Originally the 
Stirlingshire men thought 
about completing the trek 

on their pushbikes, but in 
the end opted to use their 
Massy Fergusons.

‘We are both egging each 
other on to do it, so we are 
not backing out now,’ Bob 
said. ‘At least we know we 
are going to get to Barra.’

While Bob will be using a 
tent, Keith will be sleeping 
in style in a camping pod 
that he will be carrying 
on the back of his dad’s 
tractor.

Oban’s St John’s Cathedral 
has sold its wooden pews to 
give its congregation and 
concert-goers a com� er seat.

� e ranks of pews, some 
dating back to 1864, have 
been bought up by a carpen-
ter and furniture restorers 
who plan to upcycle them, 
giving them a new lease of life 
before being sold on.

Proceeds went towards 
buying 130 new ergonomical 
chairs, being made to order 
and due to arrive mid-July, 
says provost Margi  Campbell.

Some of the new seats will 
have arms but others will be 
without a� er congregation 
members were asked to test a 
couple of designs for comfort 
and ease.

� e congregation and 
event-goers were consulted 
� rst about the proposals to 

help make the cathedral more 
welcoming and inclusive.

� e new chairs can all lock 
together and be unlocked 
just as easily, so they can be 
moved to suit any occasion.

� e Very Reverend 
Campbell said: ‘We won’t be 

con� ned to ranks and rows 
anymore. It means we will 
have much more of a � exible 
space, whether it’s for smaller 
services or for concerts. We 
can do half-moons, just in 
corners or circles. We are 
hoping this new seating 

� exibility will open us up 
even wider as a venue, for 
conferences, exhibitions 
and whatever else we can 
accommodate.’

Oban Music Society, which 
regularly uses the cathedral 
for its concerts, gave money 

to the chair project for the 
bene� t of concert-goers. 
Pledges from the congrega-
tion and community, and 
some people buying chairs 
outright, all supported the 
new seating plan.

A number of folding chairs 
are also being purchased 
and are due to arrive in the 
autumn, keeping the cathe-
dral’s potential to seat 175 
people.

It was in 1920 that the 
Church of St John’s in George 
Street o�  cially became the 
cathedral of the Diocese 
of Argyll and � e Isles. 
According to its website 
the building has remained 
unchanged since then despite 
two big campaigns to rebuild 
or complete it – it still has 
steel buttresses on show.

One of the campaigns was 
run from New York’s Staten 
Island but foundered in the 
Wall Street Crash.

Cathedral says goodbye 
pews, hello chairs

The Very 
Reverend 
Margi 
Campbell with 
the sold pews 
at St John’s 
Cathedral, 
Oban.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

New fund to 
help families’ 
childcare costs
Children and families will 
bene� t from £3 million in 
funding to deliver communi-
ty-based out-of-school care.

� e two-year Scottish 
Government Access to 
Childcare Fund, starting 
in April 2020, will allow 
children to bene� t from 
play-based experiences which 
can o� en be out of reach for 
families on low incomes.

Evidence shows that the 
cost of school-age child care 
could be a barrier for parents 
and carers looking to take 
up employment or study, or 
increase their working hours.

Holiday clubs and pro-
grammes can promote posi-
tive outcomes for children, as 
well as addressing issues such 
as food insecurity.

� e fund is part of a range 
of measures to tackle child 
poverty in Scotland.

Communities Minister 
Aileen Campbell MSP 
said: ‘Child poverty levels 
are lower in Scotland than 
the rest of the UK – but we 
believe it is unacceptable it 
exists at all.’
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Last week, youngsters from 
across the country were enjoy-
ing the feeling of release from 
school to the freedom of the 
summer holidays.  

I remember that feeling well! 
When the bell rang on the 
� nal day of term at the end of 
June marking � ve to six weeks 
away from the con� nes of the 
classroom, it always brought 
to me a great sense of relief.  

� is was matched by the 
thoughts of doom that came 
at the beginning of August 
when the time came to return.  
Generally, I enjoyed the social 
aspects of school, but I found 
time in the classroom tedious 
and despite the school on Tiree 
having a very high calibre of 
teachers, I just couldn’t devel-
op any prolonged enthusiasm 
for the work in hand.  

I have no place in giving out 
career advice but there are two 
valuable and slightly contrast-
ing lessons in my experience 
of school that I think are in-
teresting to refer to and useful 
to apply to in other aspects of 
working life.  

� e � rst is that since you 
have to be at school anyway, 
you should try and get the 

most out of it regardless of 
future plans.  I always felt 
unmotivated in the school 
environment and in turn did 
the bare minimum that would 
get me reasonably good exam 
results and nothing more.  

What a waste of time! If I 
could turn the clock back, 
I would be bounding into 
school and thinking, ‘How 
can I make the most of this 
time and learn as much as I 
can while I have to be here 
anyway?’  With that attitude 
the time would have been far 
more productive and much 
less wearisome.   

I think generally it is a mis-
take to determine career paths 
early on in life, but the more 
work that is put in at school 
then the wider the spectrum 
of choice one can obtain. 

Further, learning in any 
way and in any subject can 
be useful throughout the rest 
of your life regardless of what 
profession you follow.  

� e second lesson that my 
experience of school gives 
is that if you are doing a job 
that gives such huge relief 
to escape from and such a 
feeling of doom to return to, 

then another career should be 
considered.  

Where school is concerned, 
we have no choice but to be 
there and as said above we 
should make the most of 
it, but as adults we all have 
the freedom to move in our 
careers to � nd something 
ful� lling to spend our waking 
hours doing and provide us 
with an income. � e pressures 
of life can undoubtedly make 
this di�  cult but it should 
always be considered.  

I do realize the theory of this 
can appear simple but it is not 
so easy to put it into practise.

Since leaving school, I have 
never had a pre-conceived 
or de� ned work-life path but 
at every junction of career 
choice, I have always con-
sciously moved away from 
doing anything that in any 
way gives re� ections of the 
acute boredom I felt at school.   

I hope all those released 
from school last week have 
a great summer and return 
in August with renewed 
vigour for building a strong 
foundation for making varied 
and ful� lling future career 
choices.

Public and third sector 
organisations have been 
working together in Oban 
and the surrounding area to 
improve wellness and quality 
of life without the need for 
medical intervention.

Social prescribing, some-
times known as community 
referral, has been gaining 
support within NHS organ-
isations over the past few 
years, and Lorn and Oban 
Healthy Options (LOHO) 
believe that the area is leading 
the way in terms of delivery 
and bene� ts of the practice.

Founded in 2011 LOHO is 
a community health organ-
isation that supports people 
with prevention or manage-
ment of long-term conditions 
such as dementia, diabetes 
and chronic pain.

Community activists, 

health and exercise profes-
sionals work together with 
the belief that ‘if the problem 
is in the community, the 
solution is in the community’.

‘We o� er support and ad-
vice to people on how to make 
positive lifestyle changes that 
are tailored to individual 
needs and preferences,’ ex-
plained LOHO Development 
Manager Gill Spink.

‘We truly believe that 
healthier communities and 
lives could be achieved 
through social prescribing.’

Working closely with 
their clients Gill and her 
team of � ve, including three 
exercise specialists, tailor 
health and wellbeing pro-
grammes designed to enable 
people to learn and put into 
practise health sustaining 
behaviours.

Healthy options works 
in collaboration with GP 
practices, Argyll and Bute 

Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) health 
professionals, leisure services 
and many other third sector 
organisations.

One element of this part-
nership work has resulted in 
healthy options along with 
North Argyll Carers Centre 
and Oban physiotherapy 
service gaining access to NHS 
Highland Integrated Care 
Fund of which Lorn Medical 
Centre also had a successful 
application.

� e signi� cant outcome 
of the four organisations 
working together was the 
creation of the Oban Living 
Well Support model which 
provides an innovative inte-
grated approach to early in-
terventions, care and services 
for people with complex and 
multiple conditions.

Derek Laidler, Argyll andB-
ute lead physiotherapist, said: 
‘I am delighted that Argyll 

Community itself could provide 
solution to long-term poor health

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk



Scotland’s birding communi-
ty is in a bit of a � utter a� er a 
rare visitor arrived in Iona at 
the weekend.

On Sunday, June 23, visitors 
to Iona had brief but conclu-
sive views of what could only 
be a Great Spotted Cuckoo, 
according to Argyll bird 
recorder, Jim Dickson.

When word reached Mr 
Dickson, who lives near 
Lochgilphead, he was able to 
con� rm the bird as only the 
second ever in Scotland with 
the � rst being on Orkney 60 
years ago in August 1959.

Mr Dickson told � e Oban 
Times: ‘Rudolf Hummel got 
in touch to say that while 
walking up from the beach at 
the north end of Iona an unu-
sual bird was � ying about and 
during a � eeting view he was 
able to ‘grab’ some photos.

‘� is species is very distinc-
tive being slightly larger than 
the Common Cuckoo that 
regularly appears in the UK 
during summer. 

‘Great Spotted Cuckoos are 
a scarce summer visitor to 
southern Europe, migrating 
from Africa, with several 
previous records to the south 
of England and Ireland. 

‘However, it is extremely 

rare this far north.
‘� e bird has attracted a 

lot of attention in the bird-
ing world, particularly in 
Scotland where birders are 
keen to get across to Iona to 
see it. 

‘And so far, it has performed 
well during its stay.

‘It has been feeding on 
small caterpillars among 
the machair of this beautiful 
island which is rich in butter-
cups and daisies.’

Mr Dickson said that spring 
in Argyll had already been 
excellent for rare bird sight-
ings, with three new species, 
the other two being a White 
-crowned Sparrow from 
North America and a Black-
winged Stilt from southern 
Europe. 
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Community itself could provide 
solution to long-term poor health

and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership has agreed 
further funding for this pro-
ject, allowing us to continue 
to deliver reablement services 
for another year.’

‘� is service can help to 
support people to stay safe 
and to remain living inde-
pendently and in their own 
homes for a lot longer and, in 
some cases, return to outdoor 

activities they had thought 
were no longer possible.’

Ms Spink added: ‘Hopefully 
in the long term we will be 
able to continue this work 
and would love to hear from 

people in the Oban area 
who feel they are becoming 
less con� dent with activities 
such as heavy housework, 
shopping or attending social 
activities which require them 
leaving their house.

‘We may be able to help you 
to get back out and about to 
make the most of our vibrant 
community.’

If anyone has any questions 
or would like to � nd out more 
about LOHO please get in 
touch on 01631 565113.

Rare cuckoo visits Iona

Lorn and Oban Healthy 
Options team from left: 
Katie Galbraith (exercise 
professional), Gill Spink 
(development manager), 
Ian Milarvie (exercise 
professional), Annick 
Jameson (admin o�  cer), 
April Barron (health liason 
worker) and Rob Graham 
(senior exercise specialist).



LiveArgyll libraries are call-
ing for children to sign up to 
read six books this summer as 
part of Space Chase, Summer 
Reading Challenge 2019.

Space Chase launched in 
libraries across Argyll and 
Bute on Saturday June 22 and 
runs until August 29.

�e reading challenge asks 
four to 11-year-olds to borrow 
and read any six library books 
over the school holidays. �e 
theme for the 2019 challenge 
is Space Chase, inspired by 
the 50th anniversary of the 
�rst moon landing.

Children will team up with 
futuristic family �e Rockets 
for an exciting space mission 
as they track down books 
nabbed by a mischievous 
band of aliens. As children 
read library books for the 
summer reading challenge, 
they will receive special stick-
ers, some with mysterious 
smells, as surprise LiveArgyll 
gi�s during the challenge. By 

adding these stickers to their 
collectable mission folders, 
young readers will help the 
Rockets solve clues, dodge 
asteroids and discover the 
missing books, having lots of 
fun and adventures along the 
way.

To take part in Space 
Chase, all children need to 
do is sign up at their nearest 

LiveArgyll library, where 
they will be given a collector 
folder to keep a record of their 
Summer Reading Challenge 
journey.

�ere’s a whole programme 
of events and activities 
planned at LiveArgyll 
libraries for families over 
the summer to celebrate the 
Summer Reading Challenge, 
including storytelling, de-
signing a t-shirt and creating  
a clay character.  Just contact 
a library or visit the www.
liveargyll.co.uk website for 

further information. �e 
characters for Space Chase 
have been drawn especially 
by children’s illustrator 
Adam Stower.

Kevin Anderson, general 
manager of LiveArgyll 
Libraries, said: ‘�e Summer 
Reading Challenge is a 
brilliant way of engaging 
children in the world of 
storytelling. 

‘�ose taking on the chal-
lenge develop their literacy 
skills while having fun over 
the summer holidays.

‘Reading for pleasure from 
an early age is proven to 
have a lifelong impact on 
both wellbeing and social 
con�dence. Parents and their 
children also have the oppor-
tunity to share something 
new and exciting together.’

Sue Wilkinson, CEO of 
�e Reading Agency, said: 
‘At �e Reading Agency, we 
tackle life’s big challenges 
through the proven power 
of reading. We know from 
our research that families 
and children love taking 
part in the Summer Reading 
Challenge, and we are proud 

to have been running the 
challenge for 20 years this 
year. �e space theme has 
been chosen to coincide 
with the 50th anniversary of 
the �rst moon landing. Last 
summer, children worked 
with illustrator Adam Stower 
to come up with ideas for the 
Space Chase adventure, and 
we hope the challenge will 
inspire all children to use 
their library and to read lots 
of great books throughout the 
summer and beyond.’

�e campaign is produced 
by the Reading Agency and 
delivered by libraries across 
the country. Reading Agency 
research has shown that 
reading for pleasure can have 
multiple long-term bene�ts 
for children’s development. 

It improves literacy and is 
more important to a child’s 
academic success than 
socio-economic status or the 
level of their parents’ educa-
tion. Studies have also found 
that those who read in their 
spare time have higher levels 
of empathy, greater self-es-
teem and can cope better 
with di�cult situations.
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In last week’s Oban Times 
we ran a feature highlight-
ing the achievements of a 
member of Slimming World 
who has lost 2st 11lbs.

We named the gentleman 
as Hector Macdonald, 
when he is in fact Hector 
McFadyen.

We apologise unreservedly 
for this error.

Correction

CAB contract

Stellar summer plans 
at LiveArgyll libraries

The race is on 
for children 
to read six 
books this 
summer - and 
help the 
Rockets �nd 
their missing 
books.

Tearfund is o�ering churches 
around Oban a ready-made 
quiz to use with their con-
gregations this November, 
making it easy to host a 
stellar night of puzzlement 
and inspiration.

Questions for �e Big Quiz 
Night have already been set 
and �lmed by well-known 
Tearfund supporters, includ-
ing actor David Gyasi, baker 
Martha Collison  and author 
and speaker Rob Parsons.

Churches will receive a 
USB stick with the quiz 
�lm, and a ra� of digital and 
promotional resources, as 
well as a comprehensive ‘how 
to’ guide and the questions 
and answers.  �ere’s built-in 
�exibility in how the quiz 
can be presented this year 
because all the quiz rounds 
are delivered as separate �les 
on the USB.

Best-selling Christian au-
thor and Tearfund ambassa-
dor Rob Parsons said: ‘With 

this ready-made quiz, church 
leaders can let Tearfund take 
the strain – there’s no need 
to think up questions, or get 
anxious about ambiguous 
answers.  Tearfund’s Big Quiz 
Night is a great way to open 
your doors to communities, 
and churches large and small 
can be part of a UK-wide 
event via an on-screen na-
tionwide totaliser.’

Funds raised this year will 
go to help some of the world’s 
poorest people –   like a wid-
ow from northern Nigeria 
who lost her husband, two 
older children and home in 
a con�ict over land in her 
rural community.   Now she 
lives in a makeshi� camp for 
displaced people in the city of 
Jos, where lack of sanitation 
led to a cholera outbreak.

Tearfund’s partner 
RURCON (Rural 
Development Counsellors 
for Christian Churches in 
Africa) stepped in with water 

and sanitation workshops 
which have helped Martha 
keep safe and healthy, but she 
still needs counselling to help 
her deal with her losses.

Spending time with a 
trained counsellor will make 
a huge di�erence to Martha 
and others like her, ensuring 
that their trauma doesn’t 
determine their future 
possibilities.

Speaking about �e 
Big Quiz, Tearfund’s UK 
Churches Director Virginia 
Luckett said that last year 
more than 500 churches and 
22,000 people took part.

‘Leaders will be able to dial 
up the excitement at the end of 
the evening by activating an 
on-screen totaliser announc-
ing the national number of 
quizzes and quiz-goers, so 
everyone can feel part of the 
national picture,’  she said.

To register an interest for 
�e Big Quiz Night 2019, visit 
www.tearfund.org/quiz

Quiz has answers to help 
world’s poorest people

Argyll and Bute Citizen’s 
Advice Bureau (ABCAB) has 
been awarded the contract 
to deliver debt counselling 
and welfare rights advice 
across the area, e�ective 
immediately.

Argyll and Bute Council 
services will focus resources 
on those who are particu-
larly vulnerable and in need 
of urgent advice. ABCAB will 
work closely with the council 
and support the work of the 
many other advice agencies 
which continue to operate 
throughout Argyll and Bute.

ABCAB manager Gillian 
McInnes said:  ‘We are 
delighted to be able to 
provide free, con�dential 
and impartial advice and 
support to people across 
Argyll and Bute.’

Visit www.argyll-bute.gov.
uk/advice-services
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Residents on the Island of 
Lismore were celebrating all 
things bright and beautiful 
last weekend with a three-day 
festival of � owers.

Coinciding with the festival 
of St Moluag, whom the 
Lismore Church is dedicated 
to, the � ower festival invited 
the community to come up 
with � ower arrangements 
depicting their own inter-
pretations of their favourite 
hymns.

And there was no shortage 
of imagination on show with 
the church bursting with bib-
lical blooms for the duration 
of the celebration.

Sisters Heidi, � ve, and 
Bronwynn, 7, created a Lord 
of the Dance arrangement 
with buttercups in recogni-
tion of their favourite.

‘We just thought they 
looked like dancing � owers,’ 
explained Heidi. ‘We really 
enjoyed picking them and 
helping make them into a 
hymn.’

As well as the � oral feast on 
show, Carilon Barclay, wife 
of Appin and Lismore link 
charge minister Iain Barclay, 
was kept busy over the week-
end with the Pop-Up Lite Bite 
which provided welcome sus-
tenance to all in attendance.

� e event drew to a close 
with Songs of Praise at St 
Moluag’s Cathedral Church 
on Sunday evening which was 

well attended by both Lismore 
and Appin residents.

� ere was a solo of Be � ou 
my Vision by Sebastian Tombs 
to open the programme and 
Eilidh Sykes sang a modern 
Gaelic hymn.

A mixture of hymns and 
readings followed with the 
hymns being some of those 
that had had � ower  arrange-
ments created to represent 
them.

Heading up the organising 
party was Rosemary Barry, 
who paid tribute to everyone 
involved.

‘We have been absolutely 
blown away by the contribu-
tions to the festival.

‘We gave no direction at 
all on how the arrangements 

should be designed and made 
up; it was open to individual 
interpretation of the hymns. 
� e fact that people have 
made the e� ort to go out and 
pick the � owers and arrange 
them is something really 
special.

‘We had a really good team 
helping out over the weekend 
and I am enormously grate-
ful to all who helped and 
contributed.’

A total of £328 was raised 
from the � ower festival 
towards the   repair of the 
church with a further £180 
from the refreshments going 
towards the refurbishment of 
the church room.
 More photographs at www.
obantimes.co.uk

Lismore community says it 
with fabulous fl owers

Sisters Heidi and Bronwynn 
Parker with their Lord of 
the Dance arrangement, 
above; and top right, the 
event’s organisers.

A huge 
amount of 
work went 
into both 
organising 
the event 
and into 
arranging 
the � ower 
displays.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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BUSINESS NEWS

 Mull-based Island Bakery Organics has 
had its lemon melts named the best 
Scottish organic product at this year’s 
Best of Organic Market (BOOM) Awards.

Announced on Wednesday, June 26, 
at a prestigious ceremony in London, 
prizes were awarded to food and 
drink products judged on their taste 
and quality by expert panels from the 
industry. 

Island Bakery’s delicious lemon melts 
impressed judges, helping it secure 
its spot as overall winner of the best 
Scottish Organic Product.

Joe Reade, of Island Bakery Organics, 
said: ‘Lemon melts are our star product. 
They’re our bestseller, and we’ve been 
making them ever since we started. 
They’re Dawn’s invention, who came up 
with our recipes in the kitchen when we 
� rst started. We’re a little manufacturing 
bakery, we just make biscuits, and 
everything we do is organic.

‘For us the most positive story to tell 
about organics is the sustainability 
story. It’s one way that you can help 
ensure there is a healthy planet in the 
future.’

Island Bakery’s lemon melts have seen 
previous success at the BOOM awards, 
winning the coveted Nation’s Favourite 
award in 2017. 

Joe added: ‘It’s brilliant, because 
it’s one of those things which helps a 
small brand like us. We don’t have a 
marketing department, so awards like 
this are really valuable.’

Mull Bakery scoops 
organic award for 
Lemon Melt biscuits

Ten years on from when the Business Gateway 
network was established in the Highlands and 
Islands, including the Argyll and Bute o�  ce, 
new � gures reveal the positive impact that the 
business advice service has had on the region, 
with thousands of new and existing business-
es supported to create more than 7,300 new 
jobs.

Since Argyll and Bute Council’s Business 
Gateway service opened in 2009, the service 
has:
 Helped more than 4,500 businesses to 

develop and grow;
 Supported more than 1,000 start-up busi-

nesses;
 Contributed to creation and safeguarding 

of in excess of 1,200 jobs;
 Enabled more than 6,000 people to attend 

free workshops about every aspect of starting, 
managing and growing a business.
 Secured and delivered more than £1 mil-

lion in EU-funded programmes (leveraging in 
excess of £600,000 EU funding).

Steven Heddle, chairman of the Business 
Gateway board, said: ‘� ese � gures demon-
strate the crucial role that the Business 
Gateway service, managed and delivered by 
local authorities as part of their wider business 
support, plays in driving growth, skills, regen-
eration and sustainable communities across 
the Highlands and Islands.

‘Business Gateway has established itself as a 
key player in delivering Scotland’s economic 
and digital strategies and ensuring that SMEs 
across the Highlands and Islands are equipped 
with the skills needed to drive inclusive eco-
nomic growth and create jobs for people.’

One of the thousands of businesses that has 
bene� tted from Business Gateway support 
is Isle of Jura-based Lussa Gin, founded by 
Claire Fletcher, Alicia MacInnes and Georgina 
Kitching in 2016. 

� ey approached Business Gateway for 
advice to help launch Lussa Gin and have 
continued to access specialist support as the 
distillery has grown.

Following unprecedented demand in their 

� rst year, Lussa Gin renovated and moved into 
an old stable building to upgrade its still and 
increase production. � e � rm now produces 
up to 8,000 bottles of Lussa Gin each year, 
which are sold online, stocked in 50 retailers 
across Scotland and exported across the EU.

� e trio’s hard work and investment has paid 
o� , as Lussa Gin was recently awarded the FSB 
Small Business Start Up of the Year Award 
2019.

Co-founder of Lussa Gin Alicia MacInnes 
said: ‘As we live in a remote part of Scotland, 
the challenge to get Lussa Gin recognised in 
the market was initially problematic. Business 
Gateway o� ered us invaluable support while 
navigating our way through a competitive gin 
marketplace.’

Barbara Halliday, business adviser for Busi-
ness Gateway Argyll and Bute added: ‘Since 
we � rst spoke to Claire, Alicia and Georgina 
in 2016, they have accessed our one-to-one ad-
vice, EU-funded grant support from our Local 
Growth Accelerator Programme, DigitalBoost 
support (such as website development, search 
engine optimisation and social media market-
ing) and recently moved through the Business 
Gateway growth pipeline to work with High-
lands and Islands Enterprise. 

‘Lussa Gin has also been exported to Sweden 
and Germany and works with six di� erent 
distributors.’

For further information about how Business 
Gateway support can help a business, visit 
www.bgateway.com.

10 years of supporting 
local business pays off

Cathy Mellor and John Norman of 
Island bakery, on Mull.

Lussa gin founders, from 
left, Georgina, Alicia 
and Claire, have found  
Business Gateway’s support 
invaluable.

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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Loch Fyne Viking Festival secures funding Argyll pubs top list in 
21st The Pub Guide
An incredible � ve businesses in Argyll 
have topped the list of recommended 
pubs in the 21st edition of The Pub 
Guide.

Launched on Monday (July 1), the latest 
edition of the guide showcases a record 
2,000 pubs, inns and taverns, with 550 
singled out as ‘Pick of the Pubs’, repre-
senting the very best AA-recommended 
pubs in the country. 

The Bistro at Loch Melfort Hotel, Ardu-
aine (pictured); Coll Hotel, Arinagour; the   
Crinan Hotel; Creggans Inn, Strachur; and 
The Pierhouse Hotel and Seafood Restau-
rant, Port Appin, represent the best 
AA-recommended pubs in each region, 
as selected by the AA’s expert inspectors, 
editorial team, and reader suggestions. 
Many of the businesses included in this 
year’s guide are also well known for their 
culinary o� erings and accommodation.

� e Loch Fyne Viking Festival 
has secured support from 
UnLtd, the UK’s foundation 
for social entrepreneurs. � e 
funding and tailored package 
of support from UnLtd will help 
the organisation make lasting 
social change in the community. 

First held in 2014, the Loch 
Fyne Viking Festival is a 
celebration of Tarbert’s Viking 
heritage with re-enactments, 
Viking-themed workshops and 
entertainment aimed at every 
age range. 

� is year’s festival runs from 
July 13-14 in Tarbert.

As Vikings roamed the seas 
o�  the west coast of Scotland 
in the 11th century, Scotland’s 
King Malcolm signed a treaty 
allowing Scandinavian King 
Magnus Barfot to claim any 
island he could sail around. 
When it came to Kintyre, a� er 
sailing round three sides of the 
peninsula, Magnus sat at the 
rudder of his longship while his 
crew pulled it overland, across 

the isthmus from West Loch to 
East Loch thus declaring it an 
island. � e highlight of every 
Loch Fyne Viking Festival sees 
Tarbert’s own Viking longship, 
Freydis, pulled through the vil-
lage by Vikings from Scotland, 
Scandinavia and Northern 
Ireland as homage to Magnus 
Barfot.

New for 2019, the main por-
tage through the village will be 
joined by a children’s portage 
as young people pull their own 

Viking longship through the 
village.

Nas Morley, UnLtd director of 
partnerships and in� uence, un-
derlined the importance of the 
expertise and support on o� er 
and said: ‘Enterprising people 
are at the heart of so much 
positive change across the UK, 
so it’s wonderful for UnLtd to be 
able to provide support for this 
social venture. We hope that 
our tailored package of support 
will help to develop many more 

sustainable businesses that will 
deliver lasting social impact. 
We’re living in particularly 
challenging times, so some of 
these ideas and innovations are 
urgently needed.’ 

One of Tarbert’s Viking festival 
founders, Hans Kok, welcomed 
the funding from UnLtd saying: 
‘We are delighted to have re-
ceived this support from UnLtd. 
Tarbert Viking Festival is one 
of the most popular events on 
the summer calendar, attracting 
visitors from across Scotland 
and beyond to come and take 
part in two days of Viking fun. 
While the festival has always 
been about a great weekend of 
entertainment and fun, there 
is a serious historical aspect 
too. UnLtd’s support means we 
can again invest in expertise 
from our Viking friends in 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Scandinavia.’ 

For more information about 
the festival, visit www.lochfyne-
vikingfestival.com

This is 
the � fth 
year the 
Loch Fyne 
Viking 
Festival 
will have 
been held 
in Tarbert.

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood 
which can receive goods

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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By still Shiel Waters (part two)
Charles Dunell Rudd, ‘CDR’ to his family and 
close friends, owned Ardnamurchan Estate 
(55,000 acres) from 1896 until his death in 
1916. Here, in our second feature, taken from 
CDR’s son Alan Rudd’s small book about his 
father, we read more of his early memories of 
Shielbridge – a short but personal insight to 
life in and around Acharacle in the early part 
of the 20th century. It is published here by 
kind permission of his daughter.  

� ere was an old lady, Peggy, living in a tiny 
one-room cro�  just before the stream near the 
Acharacle Hotel. 

She once gave me sixpence – I’ll never forget 
it. What such a sum must have meant to her 
and to me. She always talked to us in Gaelic. 
We loved her. � e stones are still showing on 
the turf today where she lived. 

Acharacle Post O�  ce was a tin shed. � e 
Camerons lived next door. He, the postmaster, 
was a stonemason and he built a new house 
while we were there and I laid the foundation 
stone. He told me that he made the two stone 
balls which � anked the front door steps at 
Shielbridge front door – by hand, absolutely 
perfect spheres about fourteen inches across. 
Marvellous!

My father kept an eye on the old and the ill. 
When Hugh Cameron’s (the keeper at Gorsten) 
daughter became very ill suddenly, he ordered 
a special train from Glasgow and took her to 
the In� rmary there himself. � e local doctor 
was Dr MacNaughton who travelled by pony 
trap from Salen. � e pony knew the way – es-
pecially home! And o� en he would pass, sleep-
ing soundly with the reins in his hands. Once, 
when my mother got a salmon � y embedded in 
her palm and sent for him, he just pulled out 
his pen-knife to dig it out. She jilted at that!

� ere was a magic about those pre-war days. 
We wanted for nothing, of course, but as 
children we were not spoiled in a material way. 
We were never given expensive presents like 
today and not too many. Hence we appreciated 
them. I was mad on boats and that was all I 
really wanted – for we were surrounded by 
water. Later we had 6d a week pocket money 
and never had more. Where we were spoilt was 
in the over careful way we were brought up. 

Someone always had to go with us, it seemed, 
we were never allowed to go away to school 
friends, although asked and things like that. I 
don’t know why all this but it turned out to be a 
grave mistake later.

� e Dorlin Estate, on the Inverness-shire 
side of the river, belonging to Lord Howard 
of Glossop was, of course, all RC [Roman 
Catholic]. � ere was always an RC priest at 
the RC Church on the way to Kinlochmoidart, 
usually Father Best, a great � sherman. My 
father used to give him a rod at times and when 
he came to lunch he was fun and very amusing. 
On the other hand Mr MacKinnon, our own 
minister at Acharacle was deadly, though no 
doubt a good man.

During the war our only news came from a 

lengthy telegram sent daily by Mr Allison, my 
father’s secretary in London, giving the war 
news (it seemed that the Russians were always 
advancing!) and it was pinned up in the Post 
O�  ce window. A copy came to Shielbridge and 
one was sent down to Lord Howard at Dorlin 
two or three miles distant. Sheila mostly used 
to ride with it and Lord Howard gave her a 
lovely grey pony later as a thank you.

But to return to earlier days. � e stables 
had three carriage horses guaranteed to shy 
violently at almost anything. � ere was an 
old upturned boat on the way to Dorlin and 
though these horses had seen it a hundred 
times they always shied, in fact the wagonette 
was emptied of passengers before we reached 
the boat and a� er the shy again remounted. 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
The Trustees of Kilmartin Museum have 
appointed the writer and journalist Neal 
Ascherson as honorary patron of the 
museum.

Mr Ascherson’s role will be to repre-
sent the museum nationally, helping to 
extend its contacts and raise awareness 
outside Argyll. 

Commenting on his appointment, Mr 
Ascherson said: ‘I am extremely proud 
and honoured to accept the role of 
patron of Kilmartin Museum, and hope 
that I can continue to promote the 
museum during its exciting redevelop-
ment phase. 

‘I have been a long-standing supporter 
of the museum since its inception more 
than 20 years ago and have watched it 
develop over the years into a centre for 
collecting and curating all of Argyll’s 
archaeology.’

Born in Edinburgh, Neal Ascherson has 
a lifelong connection with Argyll and its 
heritage. 

A trustee of Kilmartin Museum for 
many years, he is also the longest serv-
ing Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland, to which he was introduced 
in his teens by the late Marion Campbell 
of Kilberry. 

He taught at University College  
London’s Institute of Archaeology from 
1998-2008, and was founder and editor 
of the journal, Public Archaeology. 
Several of his books, including Stone 
Voices: the Search for Scotland and 
Black Sea, discuss the prehistoric past of 
Argyll.

Dr Sharon Webb MBE, director/
curator of Kilmartin Museum, said of 
Mr Ascherson’s appointment: ‘We are 
delighted that Neal is continuing his 
long-standing commitment to Kilmartin 
Museum, especially as we go through 
this exciting period of change. 

‘Neal has been a wonder support for 
many years and we are overjoyed that 
he has agreed to become our patron.’

This is an interesting time for Kilmartin 
Museum as it embarks on a multi-million 
pound redevelopment project which 
has attracted funding from a number 
of agencies, trusts, foundations and 
individual donors, including £3.2 million 
from the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund.

A new patron for 
Kilmartin Museum

Above, the Village of Acharacle in Alan Rudd’s time; top right, the Shielbridge House 
donkey cart; and below, a morning’s catch from the River Shiel. All photographs: Iain Thornber.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

This photograph of youngsters from Port Ellen primary on the Isle of Islay was taken in 
January 1993. Again, if you recognise yourself, or anyone in this picture we’d love to hear 
from you, so get in touch by emailing editor@obantimes.co.uk

We have no information on this photograph, other than it last appeared in the Oban 
Times in May 1990. If you recognise yourself, or anyone in this picture, please let us know 
by emailing editor@obantimes.co.uk

By still Shiel Waters (part two)

� ere was a pony trap and a nice fat pony too, 
but modernisation could not be halted and we 
also had a 1903 Panchard four-seater. Later this 
was followed by an Albion with a special open 
body and a small Standard two seater. I believe 
the old Panchard went on for years a� er we 
le�  and in the end was being used for carrying 
by a hotel in Fort William. We once asked Mr 
Tarrant to see how fast it would go, and down 
the slope by the church it did 22 mph – a great 
thrill. 

Cecil and I spent a lot of time on our bicycles 
and went fairly far a� eld – this during our last 
two or three years up there. O� en to Salen 
(three miles), Dorlin (three miles), Laga, about 
seven, as was Kinlochmoidart, and once or 
twice to Glenborrodale and back – 20 miles all 
told. What a joy cycles are, quite easy to push 
uphill, fast down. We really enjoyed ourselves 
in those days.

Everything came by the ‘Clanranald’. She 
steamed up the Loch and back – 22 miles 
each way, every day except Sundays. � e 
railway from Fort William and Mallaig passed 
Glen� nnan and there, at the head of Loch 
Shiel, the steamer picked up passengers and 
cargo. Old Captain Cameron stood on the 
bridge in all weathers with nothing to protect 
him. He navigated up the narrow channel at 
Glen� nnan and turned in no space at all at the 
pier with superb skill. 

His day, six days a week, was to walk the three 
miles from his cro�  at Shielfoot to the landing 
stage at Acharacle, take the Clanranald up and 
back by 4pm and walk the three miles back to 
his cro� . He lived to an old age – in the 80s – 
and never missed a day! A wonderful man.

Stage House Hotel [Glen� nnan] was typical 
of hotels in those days. � ey would feed you if 
they felt inclined, but only if they felt inclined! 
I was told that they were eventually sued. 

� e old horse and cart was, in our day, the only 
transport for goods to and from the station. 
Glen� nnan was a wet spot. Always raining. We 
used to put our ears on the rail and one could 
hear the train coming miles away. Today the 
Scottish Tourist Board has put a white concrete 
o�  ce down near the monument for the bene� t 
of tourists with all that lovely local stone there 
for the taking. Incidentally the journey down 
the loch took about two and a half hours.

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

It is time we cleaned up 
the litter problem
Late a� ernoon last Sunday I decided it was 
time to pick up the roadside litter on the A82 
between Spean Bridge and the High Bridge/
Leanachan Crossroads.

Next morning I walked down the same 
road to Spean Bridge and noticed two empty 
Costa co� ee cups, two drinks cans and a 
few wrappers had already been tossed out 
of vehicles. In just over a seven-hour period 
more than half a dozen items of litter were 
discarded. At this rate of ‘disposal’ the 
roadside verge will become an ugly sight for 
all the tourists to see.

Councillors, MPs and MSPs may get 
enthusiastic over proposed deposit schemes 
for bottles and cans, but the sad fact is that 
Highland Council has not removed roadside 
litter beyond towns and villages for years. 

� ere are tonnes of roadside litter scattered 
over Scotland, and with the current situa-
tion regarding resources and budgets there 
seems to be a lack of enthusiasm in resolving 
the matter. Perhaps it’s now the thought of 
having to deal with extra litter and having 
no central recycling facilities.

I have suggested on numerous occasions 
that litter could be collected while grass cut-
ting, as I’m sure Bear Scotland and Highland 
Council can � gure out ways of doing this in 
a safe manner. 

If a grass cutting machine can plod along 
on a trunk road with just an arrow on the 
back, a few � ashing lights and a couple of 
advance warning signs then what’s wrong 
with the council working in tandem with a 
small truck signs saying, ‘Litter picking is 
dangerous work and causes delays’?

And what about a large sign in shops that 
sell takeaway drinks and food saying, ‘We 
care about the environment and don’t want 
our used merchandise to be discarded by the 
roadside’.
Alan Robinson, Spean Bridge.

Committee letter
It has recently been brought to our attention 
that a letter submitted on behalf of the Oban 
Lorn and the Isles Area Committee, which 
was signed by elected members councillors 
Robertson, McCuish, Green, Devon and 
McGrigor was printed in � e Oban Times 
on June 13 (Mull nursery plan under threat).

We would like to make it very clear that we 

in no way support or endorse the contents 
of this letter and as committee members 
we also strongly object to the submission of 
this letter, without our consent, under the 
collective auspices of the area committee.

For the bene� t of our constituents, it 
would therefore be very much appreciated 
if you would print our response as a means 

of going some way to setting the record 
straight on this matter.
Councillor Julie McKenzie and Councillor 
Jim Lynch, Argyll and Bute.

Thank you
� rough your columns I would like to thank 
Argyll   and Bute’s cemetery maintenance 

� e campaign on Kerrera to buy the 
island’s former primary school and to 
convert it into a community centre has 
been a long and arduous one.

So we are delighted to report this 
week on the success of the initiative 
in securing almost £120,000 from the 
Scottish Land Fund to purchase the 
building from Argyll and Bute Council.

Now, and a� er 20 years of sitting empty, 
the school building is all set for a new 
lease of life.

Of course, the renovations will 
be expensive but the Isle of Kerrera 
Development Trust is planning a big 
fundraising drive to raise the money for 
the work.

It is an important step forward in 
securing the island’s future as a place for 
people to live and the trust members are 
to be congratulated.

Well done to 
Kerrera school 
campaigners

Congratulations for 
Cameron’s fundraiser 
It would be a signi� cant understatement 
to say that Cameron Allen has not had his 
challenges to seek.

� e 17-year-old aviation enthusiast, who 
has featured in the pages of � e Oban 
Times previously, has overcome much, 
including su� ering from Osteogenesis 
Imperfecta (brittle bone disease). Yet 
Cameron has secured a place on a 10-day 
Meteorological (Met) Observers course in 
Aberdeen next month and, with the help 
of a dedicated group of friends, family 
and airport sta� , arranged a family day to 
help cover his accommodation costs.

It is to the great credit of all involved 
at Oban Airport that the fundraiser was 
such a roaring success. Now Cameron can 
look forward to his adventure without 
worrying about the costs.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would like 
to see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 
Fort William. 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Chan eil dad cho furasta neo 
cho bitheanta ri bhith a’ gear-
an ach tha làn-chòir againn 
gearan a dhèanamh nuair 
a chì sinn rudan a’ tachairt 
nach eil ceart, neo a tha 
dol a thoirt droch bhuaidh. 
� eagamh gum bheil daoine 
ris am bheil e an urra plana-
ichean de shèorsa sam bith a 
dheasachadh nas buailtiche 
a bhith a’ fulang corraich a’ 
mhòr-shluaigh bho àm gu àm. 

Tuigear seo leis gum bheil 
na co-dhùnaidhean aca, agus 
chan eil e gu diofar dè cho 
mionaideach is a thrusas 
iad beachdan na coimhears-
nachd, dol a bhith an aghaidh 
rùn chuideigin. Ach ann an 
saoghal deamocratach ‘s e 
beachd nam mòr-chuid as 
còir a bhith a’ riaghladh ach 
far am bheil an sluagh sgarta 
glè � aisg air leth mar leth 
tha sin ag adhbharachadh 
trioblaidean den t-seòrsa a tha 
sinn air � aicinn le Brexit.  

‘S e mo bheachd � ìn 
gum bheil na gearanan a 
nochdas bho àm gu àm 
a thaobh cheadan-dealb-
hachaidh thogalaichean de 
gach seòrsa feadh na dùthcha 
na chomharra air fòtasan 
anns an lagh seach ‘s dòcha 
dìth aire neo tuigse aig an 
luchd-dealbhachaidh. Carson 
mar eisimpleir a dh’� aodas 

buidhnean ceudan de thaig-
hean a thogail air làrach ùr 
gun e bhith mar � iachaibh 
orra goireasan coimhears-
nachd a stèidheachadh leithid 
bùithtean, talla-coimhears-
nachd, raon-spòrs, agus � ù 
’s sgoil. Nan robh sin mar 
phàirt de lagh-dealbhachaidh 
cha bhiodh uimhir de 
dhuilgheadas aig cuid de 
Chomhairlean a’ feuchainn ri 
sgoiltean a mhaoineachadh. 

Ach tha trioblaid eile ro 
bhitheanta cuideachd agus 
sin buaidh ath-thagradh a 
dh’� aodas neach neo buid-
heann a dhèanamh chun an 
Riaghaltais ma tha iarrtas 
cead-dealbhachaidh air a dhol 
nan aghaidh. Glè thric tha buill 
comataidh dealbhachaidh 
na Comhairle ionadail air an 
tagradh a dhiùltadh ri linn ‘s 
gum bheil iad mothachail air 
beachd làidir na coimhears-
nachd a thaobh na ceiste, 
agus chanadh tu gum bheil 
sin ceart is iomchaidh.  Cha 
b’ iongnadh ma-thà mòran 
ann an Cataibh a bhith glè 
thàmailteach agus feargach 
far am bheil Riaghaltas na 
h-Alba air cead a thoirt dha 
companaidh eadar-nàiseanta 
21 crann-gaoithe a thogail 
faisg air Meadhrath seachd 
bliadhna an dèidh dhan a’ 
chiad tagradh a bhith air a 

dhiùltadh le Comhairle na 
Gàidhealtachd. Chuir mìle 
gu leth de mhuinntir na sgìre, 
SNH, Urras Iain Muir, agus 
Comhairle na Gàidhealtachd 
an aghaidh an tagraidh, ach 
an dèidh dà sgrùdadh po-
blach ionadail cho-dhùin an 
Riaghaltas a leigeil air adhart 
agus tha cuid a’ faicinn seo 
mar amasan nàiseanta gan 
sparradh air coimhearsnachd 
dhùthchail. � ig beagan 
buannachd eaconamach dhan 
sgìre gun teagamh ach cha bhi 
an sealladh tuilleadh mar a 
bha!

Planning o�  cials probably 
attract more criticism than 
many other professions be-
cause of the very visible and 
lasting impact their decisions 
have on communities. One 
can understand the frustra-
tion of all who opposed the 
Lime Kiln wind-farm devel-
opment in Sutherland when, 
a� er seven years, Scottish 
Government approved plan-
ning consent, overturning 
Highland Council’s original 
refusal of the application and 
also a Scottish Government 
rejection following a local 
enquiry in 2015.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

employees for the excellent work they 
have done in tidying up the cemetery in 
Kilchrenan.
Marilyn Henderson,
Elder, Church of Scotland, Kilchrenan.

Pennyfuir Cemetery
� e out-in-all-weathers gardeners and keep-

ers of respect for loved ones at Pennyfuir have 
been extra busy during the recent excellent 
good spell of good weather – Pennyfuir must 
be one of the best kept cemetaries in the west 
Highlands.

However, the grand Victorian metal facade 
that once in its time was resplendent at the 
entrance has become damaged, now looks 
weather beaten and is in dire need of repair 
and a good lick of paint.

� is is not the good � rst impression we 
want for all and the visitors to see when 
entering our lovely town of Oban.
Stephen Jones,
Oban.

‘Lost villages’ of Glencoe
� e lost villages of Glencoe were never really 
lost since some of them were � rst recorded 
more than 400 years ago. 

Not that they were ever villages but more 
a small collection of thatched buildings, 
referred to in the text accompanying the 
� rst detailed and reliable map of the area as 
‘towns’. 

� is � rst map is that made by Timothy 
Pont about 1600, a century and a half 
before General Roy’s map and more than 
three-quarters of a century before the mas-
sacre.  Pont’s map shows several of the places 
associated with the Glencoe massacre such 
as Invercoe, Achnacon and Achtriachtan, as 
well as Laroch, Brecklet and Ballachulish. 

It is interesting that several other places 
recorded on the map at that time can no 
longer be identi� ed with certainty. 

� e text states, ‘Glencoen...hath one river 
running throch it called Coen falling out of 
a small Loch called Loch Trighittane’ but 
there is no mention here of the names of the 
‘towns’. 

� e National Trust for Scotland (NTS) 
states that there are at least � ve buildings 
in the area. It is a pity that the NTS does 
not appear to be able to a� ord a drone as a 
survey by one would almost certainly show 
several other buildings in the immediate 
area as well as elsewhere in the glen. 

Other early references to Achtriochtan can 
be found in the National War Museum in 
Edinburgh Castle where mention is made of 
government troops being  quartered there 
for seven years a� er the 1745 uprising. In 
July 1770 Robert Forbes, Episcopal Bishop of 
Caithness and Moray, con� rmed 20 people 
who lived there. 
Neill Malcolm, Duror of Appin.

YOUR PICTURES

This week’s photograph was sent in 
by Irene Munro, of Conon Bridge, who 
was visiting Tiree last month and took 
this photograph of Gott Bay from the 
plane.  



� e Gala Fortnight has been 
running very successfully now 
for the past three years and this 
year it is scheduled to take place 
from Friday July 19 until Friday 
August 2.

� e opening parade will take 
place on the evening of July 19 
with a � oat parade in Fionnphort 
at which a children’s entertainer, 
Funky Chicken, will also be pro-
viding fun activities.

� erea� er there is plenty to see 
and do over the fortnight, which 
ends with the Bunessan Show 
Dance.

It is planned that something is 
on somewhere in the Ross of Mull 
and/or Iona almost every day and 
every evening. 

A schedule of events will be on 
sale in shops, hotels and business-
es soon.

In previous years these events 
have included: concerts; dances; 
food events; beach games; sandcas-
tle building competitions; dinghy 
races; barbecues; practical plants 
activity days; � e Ross of Mull Art 
Exhibition, the scarecrow trail; 
� ve-a-side football; food work-
shops; displays; children’s art and 
cra�  workshops; guided wildlife 
walks and more.

� e committee is also organising 
its annual grand ra�  e, with the 
winners   drawn at the Bunessan 
Show. 

Anyone wishing to donate a prize 
for the ra�  e should get in touch at 
the email below.

If anyone has any questions or 
queries or needs some clari� cation 
on any matter, contact the com-
mittee by emailing rossofmullan-
dionagala@btinternet.com

Not only did Lochnell Primary 
School in Benderloch say goodbye to 
their primary sevens last Friday but 
also to their head teacher of 18 years 
Shirley Matheson.

Mrs Matheson has consistently 
worked within the Argyll and Bute 
education sector and is now looking 

forward to spending time with 
her family, including her recently 
arrived grand-daughter.

‘I have loved working at this 
school; the children have been great 
and the sta�  are fantastic. I just feel 
it’s time to stop now,’ she said.

She and her family were treated to 
a ceilidh by pupils past and present 
last Wednesday. Gi� s included a 
book of memories and a painting by 
the pupils.
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Tobermory pupils jump in to aid charity
Tobermory High School S1 has 
raised £904.86 for the charity We 
Are Here.

Former head teacher Jenny Des 
Fountain spent a month vol-
unteering for the charity at the 
Nea Kavala camp in Northern 
Greece. 

On her return she spoke at a 
school assembly and described 

life for refugees in the camp.
A� er hearing her talk, the S1 

students wanted to raise money 
for the charity, which provides 
a space for children and adults 
in the camp to access education 
and recreation and feel a sense of 
routine, security and validation.

Working with their English 
teacher Margaret MacNeilage, 

they sold ice creams at sports day 
and organised a 12-hour spon-
sored bounce. S1 kept the bounce 
going on two trampolines from 
6am until 6pm.

S1 has worked hard to raise an 
amazing amount of money and 
proved to be true global citizens. 
� e school is proud of the whole 
of S1.

Right, outgoing P7s wish their 
head teacher Shirley Matheson, 
a fond farewell.

A free seminar about Magical 
Madagascar will take place at 
the Ocean Explorer Centre in 
Dunsta� nage on Monday, July 8. 
Peter Burkill will start his talk at 
noon and will discuss the ‘island’s 
� ora and fauna, its evolution and 
the on-going tensions between the 
native people and the living natural 
resources of this magical land’.

To book a free ticket, visit 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / e v e n t s / 
351150402261307
 

A sponsored swim across Loch  Awe 
will take place on Saturday August 
31.

� e 530-metre course will see 
swimmers travel from Taychreggan 
to Portsonachan and back.

� e event is being organised by 
the Kilchrenan, Inverinan, and 
Dalavich Coastal Rowing Club to 
raise funds for a junior oar set and 
Wemyss Ski� .

If anyone is interested in taking 
part, get in touch with Gordon 
Leveratt by emailing gordonlever-
att@uwclub.net

Laphroaig Distillery and Visitor 
Centre will be closed on Friday 
July 19 for sta�  to help out in the 
community. 
Laphroaig asked the community to 
suggest projects that were in need of 
a helping hand from the distillery’s 
40 sta� .

‘Everyone at Laphroaig is keen 
to support the island and we want 
to o� er up our time and resources 
as we have a wide variety of skills 
within the team and are not afraid 
of a hard day’s work,’ a poster read.

More than 170 people recently gath-
ered at the Corran Halls to support 
the Friends of Oban Hospice 
Fashion Show.

� e event, coordinated by Friends 
of Oban Hospice Committee mem-
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At random

OBAN

Consistency is needed
I have a great deal of sympathy for the 
organisers of Oban Live being upset at the 
waiving of charges for the recent independ-
ence march in Oban to rally at Moss� eld 
stadium.

� is was thrown into sharper relief in the 
light of next year’s two-day music festival 
being scrapped because of the condition of 
Moss� eld and lack of support from Argyll 
and Bute Council.

In a recent edition of � e Oban Times 
Daniel Gillespie, managing and artistic 
director for Oban Live, called for improve-
ments to Moss� eld and said: ‘It is also 
highly concerning that the terms and condi-
tions of hire are not consistent across all 
events and groups – this is another aspect 
that needs to be addressed and clari� ed by 
Argyll and Bute Council.’

Indeed.
However, I also understand the necessity 

of allowing the All Under One Banner 
group, which organised the march and 
rally, to use Moss� eld given the size of the 
demonstration and the priority given to 
ensuring public safety.

Given the political implications, it is 
imperative that hiring Moss� eld, or any 
other council facility, is done on a fair and 
consistent basis. 

Charging one group while providing 
Moss� eld free for another is simply not 
good enough.

Common sense prevails
I was pleased to hear about the summit last 
week between BID4Oban and the council to 
discuss the issue of A-boards in the town.

Readers will recall the council removed 
all the A-boards earlier this year on the 
grounds of public safety, especially for 
people with mobility or visual problems.

Many of the A-boards have reappeared 
and seem to be back in place without a 
problem. � ey are very important for some 
of the businesses in locations away from 
George Street and are helpful for visitors to 
� nd their way around the town.

However, I am pleased the good people 
at BID4Oban and the council seem to have 
arrived at a suitable solution.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Rock� eld Primary School held 
two separate celebrations to 
recognise achievements across 
the school last � ursday.

In the morning, P5-7 enter-
tained parents/carers, friends 
and families with a mixture 
of songs, music and school 
memories and the celebration 

in the a� ernoon was for P1-4. 
A range of trophies were 
awarded for citizenship, en-
deavour, progress and sporting 
achievements. � e PTA also 
presented a gi�  to Lyndsay 
Elliott for all of her hard work 
in fundraising for a number of 
initiatives across the school. 

Deputy head teacher Laura 
Fawdry said: ‘We would like 
to thank everyone for joining 
our celebrations today and 
we hope you all have a lovely 
summer holiday.

‘And good luck to the pri-
mary sevens at Oban High 
School.’

An  Oban charity that provides 
Gaelic education to youngsters in 
Oban and Lorn has received £1,500 
from West Highland Housing 
Association.

Fèis Latharna, which has been 
running for 25 years, provides 
weekly tuition to around 60 young 
people and runs an annual tuition 
festival at Easter for more than 200 
participants.

A major aspect for fèis is to give 
children access to expensive in-
struments at an a� ordable price by 
hiring them out.

� e charity will use the donation 
from WHHA to add another clar-
sach to its instrument bank.

� e clarsachs, which cost £2,500, 
are always in demand but inac-
cessible for many and particularly 
beginners who just want to try it.

Rock� eld pupils celebrate summer

Left, Douglas Mackie, chairman of 
WHHA, presenting the cheque to 
Audrey MacFadyen, chairwoman 
of Fèis Latharna. 

ber Joyce Millar, raised more than 
£1,600 and included a ra�  e.

Also on the evening, during 
a break in the show, two of 
the Friends of Oban Hospice 
founding members, who recently 
stood down from the committee, 
were presented with � owers and 
thanked for their years of dedica-
tion by chairwoman of the friends 
Anne May and fellow founding 
member Mary Black.

Margaret MacLean and Catherine 
Carswell are still involved with the 
hospice as regular volunteers at the 
Dove Centre.
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OUTDOORS
Iona croft and 
hostel wins carbon 
neutral award
A croft on Iona has been awarded a 
commendation in Scotland’s Finest 
Woods Awards 2019.  

The small croft, Lagandorain, which 
includes the island’s hostel, was 
shortlisted in the category of Farm 
Woodland Award.

The hostel, pictured below, earned 
the award due to the � ve-acre mixed 
woodland surrounding it. 

In 2000 when John MacLean arrived 
at Lagandorain, there were very few 
trees in sight. In fact, Iona has been 
virtually treeless for the past 1,500 
years. In an e� ort to improve the 
biodiversity and amenity of the croft 
and, with a love of trees, John started 
planting them in 2002 with the help of 
forester Marc Broach-Stevens. 

John, who owns Iona Hostel, has 
worked alongside the Green Tourism 
Business Scheme (GBTS) over many 
years and the hostel has been awarded 
its prestigious Gold Award for 14 
consecutive years, as well as being 
twice voted as Scotland’s best Eco 
Hostel.

John said:  ‘The woodland is 
so beautiful. Trees improve the 
biodiversity and amenity of the croft 
and create a new haven for all sorts of 
birds and beasties. GTBS has been very 
encouraging over the years and has 
calculated that thanks largely to the 
woodland, Iona Hostel is now ‘carbon 
neutral’ in terms of o� setting its own 
emissions. This demonstrates that even 
the smallest of projects can make an 
environmental di� erence.’

Let’s twist again!

Specialists from Butter� y Conservation Scotland photograph the rare � nd.

Variety is the spice of life, they say. As I swooshed 
my butter� y net through golden Bird’s-foot 
Trefoil and Kidney Vetch, a variety of small and 
horribly similar-looking moths � uttered out.

My ability to identify living things correlates 
positively with their size. As the visiting lepidop-
terists marvelled knowledgably at beige dots in 
pots, I focused my own search on the most basic 
suspect pro� le: that of a tiny, mostly white, � ying 
object. But there are lots of interesting � ying 
objects on Tiree, and distraction is ever present.

Take, for example, our Great Yellow Bumblebee 
or ‘Seillean mòr buidhe’. � is species was once 
present in every county across the UK. Over the 
last century its population has declined by 80 
per cent. UK Great Yellow Bumblebees are now 
restricted to � ower-rich sites in Caithness, North 
West Sutherland, Orkney, and the Hebrides. � ey 
hang on here at the grace of traditional low-inten-
sity agriculture. But they need urgent assistance 
to prevent further decline: Britain is thought to 
have lost a disturbing 97 per cent of its � ower-rich 
grassland since the 1930s.

In the very best habitat, in the very best weather 
conditions, only one in 10 bees seen might be a 
Great Yellow. � ey are extremely rare and, not to 
be picky, they are in fact a silky caramel colour; 
unlike the much brighter golden-orange Moss 
Carder Bee which is regularly mistaken for them.

Fortunately, small measures can be taken 
locally to provide support. I saw my � rst queen 
of 2019 this week. She was inspecting my garden, 
which is part of a collaborative community pro-
ject to boost the provision of early nectar sources; 
link areas of suitable habitat; and monitor Great 
Yellow numbers. � is community project has 
been led by a resident ecologist – in conjunction 
with RSPB Scotland and Grow Wild Scotland 
(which provided native wild� ower seed).

Or how about Tiree’s butter� ies? Members of 
a recent guided walk group were delighted by 
long views of a Marsh Fritillary. � e wings of 
these colourful insects resemble stained-glass. 
Intricate cells of cream, yellow, orange and russet 
are bordered by thick black lines; just like bright, 
leaded panes in a banquet hall.

Scottish Marsh Fritillaries are generally darker 
than their cousins from elsewhere in the UK. 
Perhaps this helps our butter� ies to absorb the 
sun’s energy and warm up for action faster; allow-
ing them to make all three days of our Scottish 
summertime count (mostly for sex, it must be 
said – but no judgement here).

Marshies are renowned for their ‘go big, or go 
locally extinct’ life history. As adults, they don’t 
last long (about two weeks) and they don’t tend 
to roam far. Virgin females are weighed down 
by a precious cargo of approximately 350 eggs, 
which must be deposited on the larval food plant 
Devil’s-bit Scabeous. � ey aren’t as coquettish 
as other lady butter� ies; worrying less about Mr 
Right and being content with Mr Here-Right-
Now. Business concluded, eggs laid, and ballast 
lost, they may take wing (weather permitting) to 
lay a smaller second or even third clutch; using 
material from that � rst and only coupling.

If colonies within a larger regional population 
become too spread out, and favourable habitat 
becomes fragmented between colonies, Marsh 
Fritillaries risk simply fading away due to their 
short adult life and associated di�  culty in dis-
persing. � ey are one of Britain’s most threatened 
butter� ies; having been largely lost from the east 

coast of the UK. Incredibly, this species was redis-
covered by children from Tiree Primary School 
in 2014 a� er more than 60 years.

� e sun blazed down and there was no shade. 
A� er two hours of scouring the hill, my butter� y 
net was wilting somewhat. 

From behind a rocky rise, an excited shout went 
up: success. � ere, in a clear plastic pot, the min-
ute but beautiful Tiree Twist moth sat patiently. 
It was pearly white all over, with handsome 
splodges of shimmering bronze on its head and 
wings. We were the � rst people to see it in the UK 
for 12 years – and it is now only found on Tiree.

I’ll let the experts tell you more about this excit-
ing rediscovery in due course; but su�  ce to say, it 
was a remarkable � nd. 

I’d like to thank our graziers for kindly allowing 
access to this site; visiting specialists from, and 
members of, Butter� y Conservation Scotland for 
leading the hunt; Tiree’s RSPB Scotland O�  cer 
for his assistance with the planning of this at-
tempt; local residents who helped; and the young 
people visiting from Wilder Ways outdoor school 
in Fife, who took part.

� e Tiree Twist is alive and – er – sitting (they 
didn’t appear keen to do much else), so no doubt 
we’ll be ‘Twisting Again’ soon! 

Notes from a windy island
STEPHANIE COPE
ranger@tireetrust.org.uk
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Saturday July 6, River Pattack and 
Ardverikie, Laggan
Start on the A86 at the estate 
gatehouse, where roadside parking is 
available, NN539897.

Cross the bridge, turn right and 
follow the estate road to a junction at 
NN535890. Turn sharp left and head 
E for 2Km, then right to Gallovie farm. 
Continue S on the track to the Falls of 
Pattack. Continue on the track until it 
diverges from the river at NN545861. 
There are more waterfalls a few 
metres upstream from here. Head 
back to the track, turn S, then sharp 
right at the junction at NN545852. 

Follow the track NW, through 
mixed woodland and plantation 
down to Ardverikie. Take the track NE 
by the loch side back to the A86 at 
the gatehouse.

Grade: L; Distance: 16km; Height to 
climb: 150m; Maps: LR 42 EX 401/393. 
Meet at: Fort William WM NN112742 
at 9.20am. Start of walk at 10am. 
Leader: Helen Critchley 01397 712346 
or 07789 253701.
Thursday July 11 Glen Nevis to 
Steall Ruin, Glen Nevis
Start at the lower falls car park head 
up the south side of the river to a 
bridge NN 158683 then walk up road 
to upper falls car park  N167691 at the 
end of the road in Glen Nevis. 

Follow the path high above the 
Water of Nevis through the wooded 
gorge. The path crosses a burn on 
some noticeably red rock. 130m 
further on at NN1725169302, a 
rather narrower path forks left and 
leads up the steep wooded slope to 
emerge at a grassy platform below 
the crags on the southwest � ank of 
Meall Cumhann, altitude 288m. This 
a� ords a � ne view of the meadow 
and the spectacular An Steall. The 
path continues south eastwards and 
winds down to rejoin the main path 
beside the Water of Nevis where it 
enters the gorge. Follow this to the 
Wire Bridge but stay on the north 
side of the river and continue to Steall 

Ruins, following the path along its 
bank. To return, follow the main path 
back to the car park.

Grade: L; Distance: 10km; Height 
gained: 240m; Maps: LR41, EX392.
Meet at: Fort William Woollen Mill at 
William at 10am.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go on a walk, contact club 
secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday July 7, Meall nan Each, Stob 
Dearg, Ben Cruachan and Meall 
Cuanail, Taynuilt.

Start from the car park in Inverawe 
Country Park, 800m NE of the Smok-
ery, at NN028319. Head NE on the 
track until it emerges from the forest 
at the shore of Loch Etive. Leave the 
track, head SE across rough ground, 
cross a fence and climb a steep, 
uneven slope to the spur of Meall 
Copagach, 660m. 

Turning S, continue climbing to the 
summit of Meall nan Each, 906m. Turn 
SE and descend about 100m to a col 
with several small lochans. Continue 
SE and climb the steep slope ahead to 
the summit of Stob Dearg, the W Top 
of Cruachan known as the Taynuilt 
Peak. Descend SE another 100m to a 
col and climb the ridge to the summit 
of Ben Cruachan. 

Head S down the ridge to the 
Bealach an Lochain at the head of 
Coire Dearg and climb S to the summit 
of Meall Cuanail. Leave the summit 
heading SE, soon curving S following 
the fence line down to its intersection 
with a track at NN070280.  Head E on 
the track down to the dam. Descend 
the staircase to reach the track below 
the dam and follow it across the 
bridge over the Allt Cruachan.

Locate the start of the path that 
leads S on the E side of this river 
and follow it over a stile and down 
through woodland to the railway. 
Pass under the railway at Falls of 
Cruachan Station to reach the A85 
main road. 

Transport required at NN080267, 12 
minutes from start. Distance, 14km, 
1,507m ascent. Suggested by Gavin 
Theobald. Coordinated by John 
Burton.

New whale trail helps promote 
low-impact wildlife watching
A spectacular new trail aims to 
showcase Scotland’s west coast 
as a world-class destination for 
spotting whales, dolphins and 
porpoises from land, and champi-
on conservation of the Hebrides’ 
globally important marine wild-
life and environment, writes Neill 
Bo Finlayson.

Launched on June 28 by the 
Hebridean Whale and Dolphin 
Trust, � e Hebridean Whale Trail 
is the � rst of its kind in the UK. 

A unique initiative connecting 
more than 30 top places o� ering 
opportunities for land-based 
sightings of whales, dolphins and 
porpoises, the trail showcases 
important whale heritage sites 
that reveal the history of people’s 
relationships with whales in these 
communities.

Basking sharks, seals and other 
wildlife may also be seen from 

the trail, which features 33  sites 
across the Hebridean archipelago 
and along Scotland’s stunning 
west coast, from the Clyde to Cape 
Wrath, and as far west as St Kilda.

� ese include lighthouses at the 
Butt of Lewis, Eilean Glas on 
the Isle of Scalpay, and the UK 
mainland’s most westerly point at 
Ardnamurchan Lighthouse.

� e trail ranges from easily 
accessible attractions, such as the 
Hebridean Whale Trail Centre in 
Tobermory,  to remote and wild 
destinations such as  the Oa on 
Islay.

‘Scotland’s west coast is one of 
Europe’s best places to catch sight 
of whales, dolphins and porpoises 
from land – and you may see 
bottlenose and common dol-
phins, harbour porpoise, minke 
whales and killer whales,’ said 
Karl Stevens, Hebridean Whale 

Trail manager. ‘We want people 
from all walks of life to visit the 
Hebridean Whale Trail to enjoy 
exploring the region’s unique 
nature, culture and history, and 
to be inspired to support marine 
conservation.’

� e Hebridean Whale and 
Dolphin Trust has spent a year 
developing the trail.

Alison Lomax, director of the 
Hebridean Whale and Dolphin 
Trust, said the initiative en-
couraged accessible, low-impact 
whale-watching from land.

‘Ultimately we want people to 
experience the thrill of watching 
a � n breaking the surface in the 
distance, and the challenge of 
identifying which type of whale 
they’ve seen, sharing that expe-
rience with others, and learning 
about the threats these animals 
face in our seas,’ she said

Lewis & Harris
1. Butt of Lewis
2. Tiumpan Head, Isle of Lewis
3. Eilean Glas, Isle of Scalpay
4. Huisinis, Isle of Harris
5. Gallan Head, Isle of Lewis
6. St Kilda World Heritage Site

Uist and Barra
7. Lochmaddy, N.Uist
8. Barra Airport, Isle of Barra
9. Rubha Ardvule, S.Uist
10. Balranald, N.Uist

North West Highlands
11. Cape Wrath 
12. Clachtoll
13. Ullapool
14. Gairloch

Skye and the Small Isles
15. Kilt Rock, Isle of Skye
16. Sabhal Mor Ostaig
17. The Pier, Isle of Eigg
18. Gallanach Bay, Isle of Muck 
19. Kinloch, Isle of Rum 
20. The Pier, Isle of Canna

Inner Hebrides
21. Ardnamurchan Lighthouse
22. Tobermory, Isle of Mull
23. Duart Castle, Isle of Mull 
24. Oban
25. Isle of Iona 
26. Hynish, Isle of Tiree 
27. Arinagour, Isle of Coll 
28. Glengorm, Isle of Mull 

Southern Hebrides and Clyde
29. Scalasaig, Isle of Colonsay
30. Port Askaig, Islay 
31. Ardminish, Isle of Gigha
32. Lamlash Bay, Isle of Arran 
33. The Oa, Islay
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The Hebridean Whale Trail brings 
together over 30 of the most beautiful 
corners of Scotland’s west coast. 

Places where whales, dolphins and 
wondrous creatures roam. From dramatic 
headlands and sea lochs, to white, sandy 
beaches and bustling harbours, the Whale 
Trail is awash with special places where 
the land meets the sea.

Explore where the land meets the sea 
www.whaletrail.org

Left, a 
bottlenose 
dolphin in 
Tobermory 
harbour. Photograph: 

Karen Denoon, HDWT; 
and above, the 
Whale Trail map. 



Sign up to 
Neighbourhood Alert
To receive FREE crime alerts 
and info about where you live
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in association with

The Oban Times newspapers have teamed up with 
Neighbourhood Watch and Scottish & Southern 
Electricity Networks to bring you practical informa-
tion, advice and tips on how to keep yourself, your 
family and your community safe. 

This feature will run over 12 weeks, from protecting 
your home and possessions to helping your children 
enjoy the benefi ts of the internet in safety. We hope 
you fi nd it useful and informative.

Safer Communities
Safer Scotland

Neighbourhood Alert
To receive FREE crime alerts 
and info about where you live

Register at: 
www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk 

There is no requirement to join or set up a 
neighbourhood watch - simply follow the registration 
instructions. By signing up you control your personal 

information, contact details and also decide what 
information providers you want to receive ALERTS from

FRAUD AND CYBER CRIME 
COST THE UK NEARLY 

£11 BILLION IN THE 
PAST YEAR

• Online crime costs UK adults approximately 
£210 each according to reported incidents

• But Get Safe Online research fi nds this 
fi gure closer to £520 per person of those 
who have experienced cyber crime

• Nearly three quarters (72 per cent) of people 
said their top concern was identity theft

• 43 per cent of the UK public use the same 
password for multiple accounts 

• Get Safe Online urges people to make 
every day safer by treating online security 
as part of our everyday routines.

For more information, 
visit www.getsafeonline.org

Scams
Scams and fi nancial harm are unfortunately an 
on-going and increasing issue. Whether it’s bogus 
workmen, cold callers, postal, telephone or online 
scams, it is important that organisations work together 
to prevent and minimise the opportunity of these 
occurring. We also need to keep our communities 
reminded and informed on what to do and what not to 
do relative to these types of scams.

The work of Neighbourhood Watch Scotland is 
focussed on:
• Bringing communities together
• Building community resilience and
• Encouraging communities to look out for each 

other with regards to crime and safety. This is more 
relevant and important now than ever especially for 
those more vulnerable within our communities.

We do this through Neighbourhood Watch Scotland 
(urban) and Rural Watch Scotland (rural) in a 
partnership approach.
One of our key principals is ‘getting the right 
information to the right people at the right time’.
We use a communication system called 
Neighbourhood ALERT which allows key information 
providers to send out reliable, and targeted free 
alerts quickly and directly via email, text or voicemail. 
These alerts can be crucial in both preventing crime, 
detecting crime and reassuring our communities.

To register for free ALERTS go to 
www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk 
or www.ruralwatchscotland.co.uk

How to tell if something’s a scam
• The call, letter, e-mail or text has come out of the blue. You’ve 

never heard of the lottery or competition they are talking  
about. They are asking you to send money in advance.

• They are saying you have to respond quickly. They are 
telling you to keep it a secret. They seem to be offering you  
something for nothing. 

What to do if you have been scammed
GET ADVICE Contact the Citizens Advice Consumer Service 
 on 03454 04 05 06 or www.adviceguide.org.uk
CHECK Unexpected calls, letters, and online contacts 
 with someone you trust.
REPORT IT For both scams and suspected scams, contact  
 Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 
 or www.actionfraud.police.uk
TELL a friend, neighbour or relative 
For more advice, see the Citizens Advice Scotland website: 
www.cas.org.uk

Doorstep scams
You may hear people talk about ‘rogue traders’ or ‘bogus 
callers’. Bogus callers pretend to be from a genuine 
organisations, while rogue traders offer to do work for cash.
Practise good doorstep habits 
• Lock your doors. Whether you’re in or out,
• Don’t allow in callers who haven’t made an appointment. 
• Fit a door-bar. This is like a door chain, but more solid.
• Fitting a peephole is another way to see who is outside before 

you open your door.
• Make sure the person is who they say they are. 
• Don’t worry about seeming rude. 
• ID Badges are not enough! ID cards can be forged so do not 

accept one as solid proof of someone’s identity. 
• Look out for your neighbours and  if you are concerned that  

something isn’t right, contact your local trading standards 
offi ce or Police Scotland immediately. 

• Always report to the authorities if you suspect rogue traders 
are operating in your area.

Online scams



An alternative rock band 
based in Oban released their 
debut album earlier this 
week.

Citizen9 have spent two 
years working on Pelagic, 
which consists of nine origi-
nal songs.

� e band comprises Andy 
Mogg on lead vocals and gui-
tar, Colin Abernethy on bass 
guitar, Tom Adams on back-
ing vocals and guitar, and 
Duncan Monteith-Hodge on 
drums.

Two band members work at 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science, which in-
spired the name of the album.

Pelagic relates to the open 
sea and the band wanted to 

intertwine their interest in 
the ocean with the unknown.

Citizen9 were formed 2011 
but it was not until April 
2017 that they released their 
debut EP � e Flood. � is was 
swi� ly followed by a surge of 
activity to begin recording an 
album.

‘It has been a long time 
coming,’ Colin said. ‘We are 
really happy.’

Colin said that the time 
spent creating the album had 
allowed the band to ‘work 
the circuit’ and develop their 
music.

‘It certainly allows you 
see what the response is to 
certain songs,’ the bass player 
added.

Speaking about the music 
scene in Oban, he said: ‘I � nd 
it’s hard being in a band that 

writes original music that is 
not trad. However, there is 
a massive potential in Oban 
now with some great artists 
coming through – rap artists, 
alternative rock, there’s a 
good music scene.’

Taking in� uences from a 
myriad of genres, including 
heavy rock, stoner rock, 
grunge and progressive rock, 
the band have performed 
throughout the west coast of 
Scotland.

For the last three years, they 
have performed at MOJO – 
Mid Argyll’s only music night 
featuring bands who write 
and perform original songs.

Citizen9’s debut album 
Pelagic is available now from 
w w w.cit izen9.bandcamp.
com and all streaming 
services.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Oban’s Citizen9 release 
debut album, Pelagic

Citizen9 have been performing together since 2011. 
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 04 AN T-IUCHAR 
THURSDAY 04 JULY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00 Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.50 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Biadh 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 A’ Sireadh Sascha (rpt)
22.00 Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Al Capone 
23.35 Belladrum 2016: White (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIHAOINE 05 AN T-IUCHAR
FRIDAY 05 JULY
17.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là - News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30  Prosbaig (rpt)
20.00  Horo Gheallaidh (rpt)
20.30  Dreach Ur (rpt)
21.00  Highlands – Scotland’s Wild Heart 
(rpt)
22.00  ÙR/NEW: Black Lake S2
22.45 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
22.50 Belladrum 2017: C Macleod (rpt)
23.00 Opry an luir (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 06 AN T-IUCHAR
SATURDAY 06 JULY
16.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming
17.45    An Là – News
18.00 Sgeul Slàinte (rpt)
18.15 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
19.15    Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Aimsir 
(rpt) 
19.30 Prosbaig (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt)

20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beo (rpt) 
21.00 Opry an luir (rpt)
22.00 Al Capone (rpt) 
22.55 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
23.00 Tatù Rìoghail Dhùn Èideann 2016 (rpt)
24.50 Binneas – Na Trads – Ross Ainslie (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 07 AN T-IUCHAR
SUNDAY 07 JULY
16.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming
18.15 An Là – News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Leugh Mi (rpt)
20.30 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
21.00 Cumhachd a’ Yoik (rpt)
22.00 Mari Boine (rpt)
23.00 Black Lake S2 (rpt)
23.45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan 2018 
Highlights (rpt)

DILUAIN 08 AN T-IUCHAR
MONDAY 08 JULY
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  Na Ceiltich (rpt)
19.25  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Binneas – Na Trads – Tidelines (rpt)
20.00  An Là - News 
20.30  ÙR/NEW: Dreach Ùr S2 
21.00  Trusadh – Feadaireachd (rpt)
22.00  Port – Siorrachd Rois (rpt)
22.30  DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23.15  Belladrum - Cridhe Tartan 2018 
Highlights (rpt)
23.30  Air an Rathad (rpt)

DIMAIRT 09 AN T-IUCHAR
TUESDAY 09 JULY
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.00  Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19:55  Binneas – Na Trads – Seumas O’ 
Sullivan (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30  Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
21.00  Uisge ar Beatha (rpt)
22.00  Trusadh – Feadaireachd (rpt)
23.00  Horo Gheallaidh (rpt)
23.30  Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 10 AN T-IUCHAR 
WEDENSDAY 10 JULY
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Na Ceiltich (rpt)
19.25  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Binneas – Na Trads – Tide Lines (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30  Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
21.00  Gruth is Uachdar (rpt)
22.00  Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)
22.30  Port – Siorrachd Rois (rpt)
23.00  A’ Sireadh Sascha (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 11 AN T-IUCHAR
THURSDAY 11 JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Na Dròbhairean (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads – Seamas O’ 
Sullivan (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News 
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 Highlands – Scotland’s Wild Heart 
(rpt)
22.00 Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.30 ÙR/NEW: Jesse James 
23.25 Eadar Chluich (rpt)
23.30 Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)

Parsley will be helping launch the book at Waterstones Oban on Saturday at 3pm.

Parsley the cat’s fame is 
about to start a new chapter 
– in a book all about animal 
superstars.

Author Kimberlie Hamilton 
got in touch out of the blue 
a� er discovering the furry 
feline had his own Facebook 
page with 8,000 followers, 
and rising.

She was so impressed by 
his talents, which include an 
unusual tolerance of humans, 
that she wanted to include 
him in the book, telling true 
stories about ‘braw birds and 
beasties’.

A portion of the royalties 
from the book will be donated 
to the Scottish SPCA animal 
welfare charity.

Parsley’s  ‘mum’ Fiona Ferris 
said: ‘Last autumn Kimberlie 
was just starting the book 
and wanted to come and see 
him for herself so she could 
� nd out more. We met at the 

Balmoral, Parsley’s local.
‘She was able to � nd out all 

about his exploits, his love 
of following tourists round 
town, no fear of humans and 
his charity work. When the 
book was   published and we 
put the cover on Parsley’s 
Facebook there was a bit of 
a wee outcry because he was 
not on its front cover. His 
fans are so loyal. He was also 
described in it as Oban’s town 
cat, but he’s far more than 
that!’ said Fiona.

Parsley was chosen, along 
with a few of the other fea-
tured animals, to host book 
launches across Scotland.

Parsley’s book launch 
is on Saturday, July 6, at 
Waterstones Oban at 3pm 
where there will be readings, 
games and, of course, a 
chance to meet the cat him-
self. Cat-shaped biscuits and 
so�  drinks will also be avail-
able, with donations going to 
Hope Kitchen.

Fiona, who is busy making 

special paw prints to go inside 
the books people buy on the 
day, said: ‘Parsley’s very 
co-operative. He’ll do pretty 
much what he needs to do.’

His cat dad, Tam Ferris, is 
also busy making a McCaig’s 
Tower styled-seat for him to 
sit on at the launch.

‘It’s going to have a rainbow 
over it and grass inside. 
Parsley is very much hoping 
his dad isn’t just havering 
about it,’ said Fiona.

And she added: ‘I have told 
Parsley there are two reasons 
he is in the book. Firstly, it’s 
because he’s still alive. � ere 
are some in the book who 
are not, including a Second 
World War pigeon. Secondly, 
he’s not a horse. � ere are a 
lot of horse heroes about.

‘So this is very exciting for 
Parsley, this fame is what 
he’s been waiting for all these 
years. � is is him o�  cially 
a superstar now, something 
we’ve known since he was a 
kitten.’

Book celebrates 
Oban’s Parsley

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  thsobantimes.co.uk

Sea snaps sought for photograpic competition
Argyll photographers are 
being invited to submit their 
favourite images of the sea 
for an annual competition 
honouring Britain’s proud 
maritime heritage.

� e Shipwrecked 
Mariners’ Society   Maritime 
Photographic Competition, 
supported by headline 
sponsor Ensign and the 
Fishmongers’ Company, 
encourages photographers, 
both amateur and profession-

al, to enter pictures that cap-
ture the essence of Britain’s 
enduring connection with 
the sea, including its mer-
chant ships, � shermen, coast, 
harbours and ports.

Celebrating its 180th year, 
the society is searching for 
standout images relating to 
all aspects of the UK’s histor-
ic relationship with the sea.

Photographs should be sub-
mitted through the society’s 
website https://www.ship-

wreckedmariners.org.uk be-
fore the deadline on Monday 
August 26. Photographers 
can also enter their pictures 
via email, post or the society’s 
social media channels.

Providing a chance to 
win £500 of photographic 
equipment vouchers, the 
competition will once again 
be judged by a prestigious 
panel of experts, including 
Sunday Times Picture Editor, 
Ray Wells.
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Having lived in Glasgow for 
eight years now, you might 
think I would be used to 
bumping into Highlanders 
and islanders in unexpected 
places – such is the size of the 
diaspora in the city. 

I am still consistently 
amazed, however, by the 
regularity with which I 
encounter Gaels in random 
places and circumstances. 

Recently, for one reason or 
another, I have been experi-
encing an increase in such 
events. 

In my � at… 
Last week, I was doing some 
spring cleaning and decided 
to get rid of a wooden co� ee 
table that I felt was taking up 
too much space in my living 
room. 

I advertised it on Gumtree 
and was soon contacted by a 
lady wishing to come to the 
� at and view the table. 

She arrived with her 
mother (who was buying the 
table) and very quickly asked 
where my accent was from.

It turned out the mother 

was from South Uist and, 
of course, we had acquaint-
ances in common which 
provided subject matter for a 
good blether as we li� ed the 
table downstairs. 

At the gym… 
� en there was the day the 
other week when I went 
along to the gym. 

I have been a member since 
January when, with all the 
best intentions, I signed up 
as a New Year’s resolution.

I actually made quite good 

progress and managed to at-
tend regularly until a recent 
Tide Lines tour knocked me 
back slightly. 

Having been away for 
long enough to allow my 
� tness levels to decrease 
dramatically, I fully expect-
ed to sweat buckets a� er a 
few minutes on the rowing 
machine – so had hoped the 
gym would be quiet. 

No such luck. Within a 
few moments, I had bumped 
into a boy from back home; 
blethered to a couple of girls 

from the Outer Hebrides; 
and even been asked (while 
on the treadmill) whether I 
was playing in the Park Bar 
this weekend. 

Playing golf… 
A frighteningly similar sit-
uation occurred on the golf 
range out at Great Western 
Road, which I have been 
frequenting in an attempt to 
practise for a one-o�  match 
I have planned this summer.

� rough lack of practise 
over the last few years, my 

golf has been erratic of late to 
say the least. I was, therefore, 
hoping for some peace and 
quiet to hit 100 balls under 
no pressure whatsoever. 

I didn’t get my wish. 
My opening shot was 

shanked so badly it smacked 
right into the wooden wall of 
the booth. 

Without so much as mov-
ing his head, the gentleman 
in the next booth said: 
‘Pushed that one a wee bit, 
Robert?’ 

It was Alasdair MacCuish 
– the boss man at Beesnees 
Media, responsible for most 
of the music programming 
on BBC Alba. 

Hopefully he wasn’t skiv-
ing o�  work or I may have 
just got him into trouble if 
anyone in the o�  ce buys the 
OT this week. 

And, thankfully, Beesnees 
usually produce music shows 
and not sporting ones. 

I highly doubt a� er the 99 
balls that followed my � rst, 
that they would be in any 
way interested in covering 
my golf unless it was for a 
comedy show.

New campaign 
showcases arts 
and heritage
A new campaign has been 
launched to showcase 
Argyll’s diverse array of 
culture, heritage and arts 
attractions along one of the 
region’s long-distance routes.

Wander Argyll, an 
initiative from Argyll and the 
Isles’ Culture, Heritage and 
Arts Assembly (CHARTS) 
network, draws attention to 
the region’s thriving creative 
side and cultural scene using 
a culture, heritage and art 
route that coincides with 
Sustrans’ national routes 75 
and 78.

A special Wander Argyll 
printed map has been created 
to encourage visitors to ex-
plore more than 100 galleries, 
artists, shops, heritage sites, 
museums, events and art 
trails on the route. 

� e map is also available 
online.

 � e Wander Argyll 
campaign runs through the 
peak tourism season until the 
end of September.

For further information, 
visit www.wildaboutargyll.
co.uk/wander-argyll/

Following a fantastic event 
in 2018, Scotland’s most 
popular gin festival, GinFall, 
returns to the wonderful 
Corran Halls in Oban on 
Saturday July 13.

With the perfect mix 
of gins, live music, food 
and cocktails, GinFall has 
firmly established itself as 
the leading gin festival in 
Scotland in 2018 and 2019 
has proved to be BIGGER 
and BETTER.

With the explosion of rum 
set for 2019/20 – we have 
created � e Tiki Room to let 
you sample some of the best 
rums from around the world 
– white rum, spiced rum, 
gold rum, aged rum, dark 
rum and � avoured rum.

� ere will also be gin 
cocktail masterclasses where 
some of Scotland’s � nest 
mixologists will demonstrate 
how to make a wide selection 
of classic and contemporary 
gin cocktails and the oppor-
tunity to meet gin distillers 
in person, try free samples 
and chat about their gin.

To buy tickets, visit www.
socia landcocktai l .co.uk/
ginfall

Answer ..........................................................................................................................
Name .............................................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................................
Telephone ......................................................................................................................
Please post your entries to The Oban Times, GinFall Competition, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
Entries to be in by noon on Tuesday July 9, 2019
T&Cs:  Over 18s only. Winners will be selected at random after the closing date and will be notifi ed by phone call. The prize is not transferable or 
redeemable for cash equivalent. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity 
and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their 
families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing this page and submitting their entry accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. 
The closing date for entries is noon Tuesday July 9, 2019. We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this 
competition. Entry data will be deleted/disposed immediately upon the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. 
Entrants’ details will not be used for any other activity. 

Win a pair of tickets to GinFall Festival 
PLUS a premium bottle of Scottish Gin

Scotland`s No#1 Gin Festival returns to The Corran Halls
Created by the team behind Social and Cocktail Events, Scotland’s most popular drink 
events company, GinFall Festival will bring a mix of gin, cocktails, food and music to the 
Corran Halls in Oban on Saturday July 13 – offering the perfect day out for all gin lovers.

GinFall Festival will be showcasing a large variety of fantastic gins from Scotland and 
further afi eld. All the gin distilleries will be offering samples for attendees to enjoy 
on the day and you get a chance to talk to the distillers to fi nd out more about their 
gins. On the day there will also be Scottish gin master-classes, fantastic live music, 
boozy cupcakes and chocolates, exclusive gin liqueurs and a premium cocktail bar 
– mixing up fabulous gin cocktails. For your chance to win a pair of tickets to the 
GinFall Festival event at the Corran Halls, simply answer this easy question, complete 
the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, GinFall Competition, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 
4HB. Entries to be in by noon on Tuesday July 9, 2019.

Question: Which country did gin originally come from?

OBAN
Sat JULY 13 FESTIVAL

The latest 
tour meant 
Robert was 
unable to 
visit the gym 
as much as 
usual...

ADVERTORIAL

THIS EVENT HAS NO 
BOOKING FEES.

GinFall organiser John 
McIver commented: ‘2018 
was a fantastic year for 
GinFall and 2019 has been 
even better, with more than 
8,000 gin lovers attending 
our events and more than 
100 gins in attendance so far 
this year.

‘We are delighted to be back 
in Oban, de� nitely the most 
beautiful area of Scotland 
that we have visited, plus 
the people of the town were 
obviously big gin lovers. � is 

year, we are also expecting 
tourists to the town to come 
and � nd out about the amaz-
ing gins that Scotland can 
now be proud of.

‘As last year, attendees 
will have the chance to 
sample and buy a huge 
range of gins, including: 
Whitley Neill, Pilgrims, 
Biggar, Aelder, Riverside, 
Pixel Spirits, Valentia, Ar 
Baile, Oban Bay, McLeans, 
Garden Shed, Square Peg, 
BOE, Ben Lomond and 
many more. It should be a 
fantastic day.’
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 4TH JULY 
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10am-12pm
Recovery Cafe
New Hope Kitchen, 12.30pm
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9.30am, 11.30am, 3.00pm, 5.00pm 
& 7.00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
An Evening of Highland 
Entertainment
McCaig’s Tower, 7pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY

FRIDAY 5TH JULY
Hope Kitchen  Music Group
Salvation Army Hall
1pm-4pm
Parsley's Cat Cafe
New Hope Kitchen, 2pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Tweed
Open till 2am

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

SATURDAY 6TH JULY
Cearcall Còmhraidh (Gaelic 
Conversation Group)
Furan Gaelic Centre
12noon- 1:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Trad Project
Open till 2am

SUNDAY 7TH JULY
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher

MONDAY 8TH JULY
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Fellowship Meeting
New Hope Kitchen 
2pm 
Martyn's Monday Club
New Hope Kitchen 
7pm-9pm

TUESDAY 9TH JULY
Carers Co� ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am-12pm
Knitting Group
New Hope Kitchen 
2pm
Martyn's Monday Club Ladies
New Hope Kitchen 
7pm - 9pm

WEDNESDAY 10TH JULY
Hope Kitchen  Beach Clean
Slip opposite Sta� ord Street
10:30am-12pm
Open Day
Greenshoots Garden
10.30am-3.30pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

Described by Folk Radio 
as ‘refreshingly contempo-
rary’, Glasgow-based trio 
Assynt are aiming to lift 
their audience to dizzying 
heights when they perform 
at Bendeloch’s Victory Hall 
on Friday, July 5, writes 
Fiona Scott.

Former BBC Radio 
Scotland Young Musician of 
the Year finalists, Graham 
Mackenzie (fiddle) and 
David Shedden (pipes/whis-
tles) alongside BBC Radio 2 
Young Folk Award winner 
Innes White (guitar/man-
dolin) make up the band 
who won Up and Coming 
Artist of the Year at the 
Scots Trad Music Awards 
2018.

Having performed to-
gether for many years, 2018 
saw the official launch of 
the band and their debut 
album, Road to the North.

Predominantly compiled 
of self-penned tunes, the al-
bum draws upon inf luences 
from traditional Scottish 
fiddle and pipe music, in 
particular the Highland 
and Gaelic traditions.

Assynt will begin their 

14-leg Scottish Tour at the 
Benderloch Palladium and 
finish in October with a 
performance in Mallaig.

They also have shows in 
Colonsay (September 13), 
Jura (September 28).

‘We are delighted that 
Assynt are kicking off 
their Scottish tour in 

Benderloch,’ said event or-
ganiser Campbell Cameron.

Doors and bar open at 
7.30pm and the concert 
starts at 8pm.

Book seats by sending an 
email to campbell_camer-
on@msn.com or by calling  
Joy or Campbell on 01631 
720247. 

Award-winning trio Assynt 
launch tour in Benderloch

Assynt kick o�  their tour with a gig at Benderloch.

WHAT'SONWHAT'SON INDEPENDENT
COMMUNITY
CINEMA

AT OBAN PHOENIX CINEMA

NEW
FILMS
EVERY
FRIDAY

FRIDAY 5TH JULY
TOY STORY 4 | U 12:00/14:30/17:30
ALADDIN | PG 12:15
MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL | 12A 15:00/19:45
X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX | 12A 17:00
DIEGO MARADONA | 12A 19:45
SATURDAY 6TH JULY
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U 11:30
TOY STORY 4 | U 12:00/14:30/16:15
ALADDIN | PG 13:30
X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX | 12A 17:00
LATE NIGHT | 15 18:30
MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL | 12A 19:45
DIEGO MARADONA |12A 20:45

WWW.OBANPHOENIX.COM | 01631 562905 | OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

SUNDAY 7TH JULY
TOY STORY 4 | U 12:00/14:30/17:30
ALADDIN | PG 12:15
MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL | 12A 15:00
X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX | 12A 17:00
DIEGO MARADONA | 12A 19:45
LATE NIGHT | 15 19:45

MONDAY 8TH JULY
TOY STORY 4 | U 12:00/14:30/17:30
ALADDIN | PG 12:15
MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL | 12A 15:00/19:45
X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX | 12A 17:00
LATE NIGHT | 15 19:45
TUESDAY 9TH JULY
TOY STORY 4 | U 12:00/14:30/17:30
ALADDIN | PG 12:15
MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL | 12A 15:00/19:45
X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX | 12A 17:00
LATE NIGHT | 15 19:45
WEDNESDAY 10TH JULY
ALADDIN | PG 12:15
TOY STORY 4 | U 12:15/14:45/17:30
MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL | 12A 15:00/20:00
X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX | 12A 17:15
LATE NIGHT | 15 19:45
THURSDAY 11TH JULY
ROCKETMAN | 15 12:00
TOY STORY 4 | U 12:00/14:30 /17:30
MEN IN BLACK: INTERNATIONAL | 12A 15:00/19:45
X-MEN: DARK PHOENIX | 12A 17:00
LATE NIGHT | 15 19:45

KIDS CLUB

SUBTITLED

SILVER SCREEN

RELAXED SCREENING

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
AT £3 A TICKET

EVERY THURSDAY AFTERNOON
AT £3 A TICKET

WEEKLY SCREENINGS FOR AUTISM, SPECTRUM
OR OTHER. LIGHTS DIMMED, AND SOFTER VOLUME.

ENGLISH SUBTITLES
FOR THE HARD OF HEARING

COMING SOON
SOMETIMES ALWAYS NEVER,

SPY CAT, THE ISLE

THE LION KING
SHOWING FROM THE 19TH JULY:

SPECIAL SCREENINGS AND EVENTS:

NEXT WEEK SHOWING FROM THE 12TH JULY:

GLYNDEBOURNE
THE BARBER OF SEVILLE

CAPTURED LIVE 2016
14TH JULY

THE LIFE AQUATIC
14TH JULY

AGAINST THE TIDES
17/18TH JULY

SCOTTISH CHARITY NUMBER: SC042407

BENEFITS OF SIGNING UP

DISCOUNTS ON:
STANDARD 2D & 3D TICKETS
THEATRE EVENT TICKETS
VIP SEATS
ACCESS TO OUR MEMBERS ONLY 2 FOR 1
DEAL EVERY MONDAY

NOT ONLY WILL YOU BE HELPING TO KEEP
YOUR COMMUNITY CINEMA GOING, YOU WILL
ALSO GET...

SAVE
MONEY
WITH A
CINEMA
MEMBERSHIP

TO SIGN UP VISIT WWW.OBANPHOENIX.COM/MEMBERSHIPS
OR SPEAK WITH A MEMBER OF STAFF

MEMBERSHIPS FROM £10 A YEAR
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
13.00 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.
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Across

7 Adequacy (13)

8 Old marriage song (8)

9 Communicate (4)

10 Saliva (7)

12 Sudden outpouring (5)

14 Look for too long (5)

16 Explosive device (7)

19 Secluded valley (4)

20 Royal offspring (8)

22 Flimsy (13)

Down

1 Up in the air (4)

2 Take offense at (6)

3 Inclines abruptly (7)

4 Fleshy nodule in the throat (5)

5 Shoe part (6)

6 Remote (8)

11 Fractious (8)

13 Craftsperson (7)

15 Expire (3,3)

17 Fine distinction (6)

18 Tic (5)

21 Supporting member (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

� e � rst book by debut crime 
author JD Kirk will bring 
death and destruction to the 
Outdoor Capital when it is 
published this week by Fort 
William-based publishing 
company Zertex Media.

A Litter of Bones begins 
with a child being abducted 
while on a family dog walk 
in Leanachan Forest, and 
evidence soon connects it to 
a serial-killer investigation 
dating back decades. Lead 
o�  cer in that case DCI Jack 
Logan is brought up from 
Glasgow, and the search for 
the missing boy becomes a 
frantic race against the clock.

� e story was inspired by 
the author’s own experience 
while walking his dog in the 
very same spot.

‘My daughter and I were 

walking along a forestry 
track, when the dog vanished 
into the trees somewhere,’ ex-
plains JD. ‘I told my daughter 
to wait while I went in to look 
for the dog, and when I came 

back out my daughter was 
nowhere to be seen.’

Recalling the moments 
that followed, JD said: ‘My 
heart stopped. I immediately 
thought something must 
have happened to her, or that 
she’d been taken by someone. 
It’s every parent’s worst fear.

‘� en, she popped up from 
behind a bush laughing her 
head o� , and I could almost 
have throttled her myself!’

� e scare was enough to get 
the would-be author’s mind 
racing, though, and by the 
time he’d driven back home 
to Fort William, he had most 

of the plot of A Litter of Bones 
worked out.

� e book features several 
well-known Lochaber land-
marks, including J.J.’s café, 
the Fort William to Mallaig 
railway line, and – of course 
– the Fort William Police 
Station. But, while many of 
the places referenced in the 
story are real, the author 
admits he had to take ‘some 
creative licence’ with a few 
others for the sake of the plot.

‘And,’ he laughs, ‘to avoid 
being sued for libel!’

A Litter of Bones is avail-
able in paperback from � e 
Highland Bookshop in Fort 
William, and in ebook format 
on Amazon. An audio version 
is currently in production 
and will be available later this 
year.

Crime thriller puts 
Outdoor Capital 
on murder map

A Litter Of Bones features 
several well-known 
Lochaber landmarks.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Lochgilphead  Fri 5 - Sun 7 July
Tarbert Loch Fyne Mon 8 - Tue 9 July
Colonsay  Wed 10 - Fri 12 July

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

The Secret Life of Pets 2 (U) 86 mins
“cuddly family adventure” Radio Times     
05/07 at 5.30pm, 06/07 at 2pm, 09/07 at 2pm, 12/07 at 1pm
Avengers: Endgame (12A) 181 mins
“prepare to be wowed” Rolling Stone   
05/07 at 8pm, 10/07 at 8.30pm 
Rory’s Way (12A) 107 mins
Brian Cox stars in drama about a Hebridean man who seeks 
medical treatment in US - a chance to build bridges with his 
son.   06/07 at 5.30pm, 08/07 at 5.30pm, 11/07 at 8.30pm
Rocketman (15) 121 mins
Epic musical fantasy about Elton John’s breakthrough years. 
06/07 at 8.30pm, 07/07 at 5.30pm, 08/07 at 8.30pm,   
11/07 at 8.30pm
Wild Rose (15) 100 mins
Fresh out of jail, Rose-Lynn just wants to leave Glasgow and 
become a country singer in Nashville. 
07/07 at 8.30pm, 09/07 at 8.30pm, 10/07 at 5.30pm
Woman at War (12A) 100 mins Icelandic with English subtitles
Black comedy from Iceland about an eco-warrior who wants 
to adopt a child.   09/07 at 5.30pm
Before Wild Rose we will screen a free photo presentation of work by 
Arpita Shah, produced in collaboration with Streetlevel Photography, 
Glasgow. Before Rory’s Way on 08/07 in Tarbert Loch Fyne,  we will 
screen an award-winning short film called Sundown. The director will 
introduce it  - there’s no extra charge for this. 
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An Argyll-based musician 
found his namesake on 
Instagram and the duo are 
now on a melli� uous journey 
which saw their second single 
released this week.

Lorne C Black from Taynuilt 
discovered that Lauren C 
Black from Edinburgh had 
a great singing voice when 
investigating the social media 
account of the latter.

‘I thought it would be worth 
asking her if she was inter-
ested in hearing a few songs 
I had written,’ he told � e 
Oban Times.

‘She wrote some lyrics 
and melodies that really 
complemented my music and 
seemed to make it stand out 
more, so we worked on some 
ideas for songs and ultimately 
formed a band.’

� at was a year ago and on 

Monday (July 1) Dead Artist 
Club released their second 
single, New Year.

‘It has been pretty amazing,’ 
said Lorne, a music business 
student at Edinburgh College 

in Portobello, Edinburgh.
Lauren attends the 

Edinburgh School of Art but 
both Blacks are in agreement 
that their music is much more 
than a hobby.

‘It really is what we want to 
do,’ added Lorne.

‘We may be at the beginning 
of our songwriting journey 
but we seem to be grabbing 
some attention and are both 

looking forward to going 
wherever it takes us.’

Following on from their 
debut single, Bad Dreams, 
released in January, the duo’s 
latest o� ering, New Year, is 
indicative of the band’s bassy, 
grunge-pop style which sep-
arates them from the masses 
and won them high acclaim 
from a panel of music and 
media industry professionals 
at an O�  � e Record event in 
Dundee last year.

� ey have since made their 
debut on BBC radio.

‘We both have sounds and 
bands that we like but try 
to use our own in� uences 
to come up with our own 
unique sound,’ stated the Red 
Hot Chilli Peppers fan.

� e duo plan to spend 
the summer recording and 
performing in the capital, 
but one of Lorne’s dreams is 
to bring his music to the west 
coast.

‘I would love to play some 
gigs in my own area,’ he 
added.

‘My mum comes from 
Bunessan on the Isle of 
Mull and I live in Taynuilt, 
so it would be great to play 
in some of the village halls 
around here and maybe even 
the Corran Halls.

‘Everyone seems to be 
� ghting for gig space in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. It 
would be good to get away 
from that and to come and 
see what folk up here think of 
our music.’

And the name?
‘It's nothing too in depth,’ 

laughed Lorne. ‘I liked the 
� lm Dead Poets Society so 
decided to just play on the 
name.’

New Year by Dead Artist 
Club can be downloaded at 
all the usual outlets, includ-
ing Spotify, Applemusic and 
iTunes.

A singer by any other name 
would sound as sweet...

Lorne Black and 
Lauren Black 

released their 
second single 

this week.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Lorne Black and 
Lauren Black 

released their 
second single 

this week.
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� e Highlands have long 
been a source of creativity 
for writers from all back-
grounds with the latest 
being the publication by the 
Lochaber Writers group of 
its � rst anthology, re� ecting 
the richness and variety of 
contemporary writing from 
the area, writes Kirsteen Bell.

� e launch of Anthology: 
trees and death and walks 
and snowdrops was held 
last Friday evening at � e 
Highland Bookshop in Fort 
William, and saw one of 
the bookshop’s largest ever 
audiences come together to 
celebrate Lochaber Writers’ 
� rst publication.

� e title of the book re� ects 
the breadth and variety 
of the work, both in form 
and subject matter.    � e 
anthology, designed by Fort 
William designer and writer 
Freja MacDougall, includes 
writing from the central 

members of the group who all 
read excerpts from their work 
at the launch.

Earlier in the year the group 
also sent out an open call for 
submissions and was delight-
ed with the response.

� e self-published book, 
created from a love of writing, 
includes poetry, life-writing 

and short � ction from a 
wide variety of contributors, 
including recent graduates 
from Lochaber High School.

A� er a jazz introduction 
from Banavie artist and mu-
sician Jamie Hagemen, more 
than 40 people settled down 
with a glass of wine to listen 
to a selection of readings.

Kelsey Ward began by 
hurling the audience into 
her � ree Moments piece, 
that tells one gripping story 
from three very di� erent 
perspectives.

Jo Fairclough then drew 
chuckles from the crowd 
with her short story, Robin, 
and was followed by Iain 

Jenner who le�  the audience 
on the edge of their seats as 
he stopped short of revealing 
the ending of his short story, 
Bait.

� e � rst half was concluded 
by founding member Stephen 
Carruthers, whose two frag-
mented Walks are part of a 
larger work which explores 
new ways of portraying men-
tal health.

� e second half of the 
evening saw Andy � ornton 
read � e Visit, which re� ects 
on the experience and reali-
ties of dementia.

Ian Houston then read the 
opening section of his short 
story, A Cold Collation, in 
which he draws on his own 
experience of IT security to 
create a thrilling security 
nightmare.

Kirsteen Bell concluded the 
readings with an excerpt of 
nature writing from a work-
in-progress that considers the 

relationship that people have 
with the landscape of the 
Highlands.

Mr Carruthers, who also 
teaches English at Lochaber 
High School, said: ‘We are 
incredibly proud of this book 
and the work that’s included 
in it.

‘Coming together as a group 
of writers has helped all of us 
to re� ect on our writing, to 
take it in new directions, and 
to provide the motivation to 
keep going.

‘We hope that this is just the 
� rst of an annual publication, 
and we’d like to continue 
increasing the range of 
Lochaber voices in the group.’

Anyone interested in buying 
the book can do so from � e 
Highland Bookshop (£6.99).  

Lochaber Writers meet 
on the � rst Tuesday of each 
month at 7pm in the book-
shop, and would welcome 
new members.

Anthology of Lochaber writing 
launched at Highland Bookshop

The launch 
of the book 
was well 
attended.
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01631 567 333 
Corran Halls, Oban 
visit liveArgyll.co.uk      

WHAT'S ON
CORRAN HALLS

JULY 

SAT 
 JUL

13
Ginfall
With the perfect mix of Gins, Live Music, Food and Cocktails, GinFall has firmly established itself as the 
leading Gin Festival in Scotland and 2019 is set to be BIG & BETTER with more Gins to sample, food to taste, 
specially created cocktails to savour and new rooms added.

As well as the opportunity to try a huge variety of gins from all over the world, (including exclusive gins 
you won't see anywhere else) there will be live music, great food and a premium Gin Cocktail Bar, plus an 
exclusive range of gin liqueurs from around the globe - new for 2019. Every Ginfall event will also entitle 
the ticket holder to a free gin cocktail on arrival - conjured up by our team of expert mixologists. 

Visit The Tiki Rum Room.   Sample Rums from around the World & meet Distillers.

TICKET INFORMATION To avoid disappointment, please buy your tickets in advance. Tickets can be purchased at reception,
in person or over the phone. Tickets purchased over the phone can be collected, in person, at the Halls.

                    PLEASE NOTE THAT ONLY PHOTOGRAPHIC DRIVING LICENCES OR PASSPORT ID WILL BE ACCEPTED AS PROOF OF AGE AT OUR BAR

LIKE US on Facebook
liveArgyll Lorn

Session 1:  12:00 - 16:00 // Session 2:  17:30 - 21:30 
Standard Tickets: £15   

SCOTTISH CHAMBER 
ORCHESTRA
Doors 7pm Start 7:30pm   
Tickets: full price Adults £16, 
Concessions £14, 
U26's/Student/Unemployed £6, U18 's/Carers FREE.
SAINT-SAËNS, Suite op 49, MENDELSSOHN, Violin Concerto, 
BEETHOVEN, Symphony No 2.

WED JUL 
24 U26's/Student/Unemployed £6, U18 's/Carers FREE.

Lewis festival 
launches 
Flash Fiction 
Challenge
Faclan: the Hebridean Book 
Festival will return to An 
Lanntair in October with a 
top line-up of author events, 
� lm screenings and more.

In the run-up to the festival, 
An Lanntair is seeking entries 
from across the Hebrides for 
its � rst Faclan Flash Fiction 
Challenge, responding to this 
year’s festival theme, human 
nature.

Flash Fiction is a form of 
writing that generally contains 
some character and plot 

development but is very short 
– 1,000 words maximum. 
Variations on the genre include 
six-word stories, 280-character 
stories (aka ‘twitterature’), 50-
word mini-sagas, micro� ction 
(100 words) and sudden � ction 
(750 words).

You are welcome to submit 
pieces of any length up to a 
maximum of 1,000 words 
but the more you can do with 
less, the more impressed the 
organisers will be.

Writers can respond to the 

human nature theme in any 
way they wish, from tales of 
heroism or villainy or nature 
v nurture to explorations of 
formative experiences, men-
tal health and more.

� e winner of the challenge 
will receive a free Faclan 

festival pass, granting the 
winner entry to events across 
the whole festival, plus dinner 
for two in An Lanntair’s café 
bar. You will also be invited 
to read from your work at one 
of the festival events.

Two runners-up will receive 

tickets to one Faclan event of 
their choice.

� e best entries will 
also be showcased on An 
Lanntair’s Facebook and (if 
short enough) Twitter pages 
in October, as well as on 
the Faclan website (www.

lanntair.com/faclan). Entries 
should be sent to Andrew@
lanntair.com no later than 
September 30.

� e full Faclan programme 
will be online at www.
lanntair.com/faclan from the 
beginning of September.



TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

†Price shown is an Isuzu D-Max Utah Double Cab CVOTR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration 
fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply.

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the 
Isuzu D-Max range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact your 
local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

S & S Services Isuzu  01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

ISUZU D-MAX UTAH FROM

£25,669
CVOTR

†

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX

IT JUST WORKS
IN ALL CONDITIONS

BOOK A TEST 
DRIVE TODAY

20298 Isuzu Winter Dealer Utah PP HP Ad_2.indd   1 10/12/2018   14:31

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

SHEEP 
CLIPPING

All � ock sizes
Contact 

Graeme McCulloch
0777 1605758

email 
graeme.mcculloch2411@

gmail.com

BCS Tracmaster 620 Max 
Power Scythe. 

80cm cut, great for cutting 
rushes etc. GWO £650 ono.

1.1m lift-mounted disc 
mower. 

Suitable for compact 
tractor. Little used. 

£650 ono.
Tel: 07721 036637

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

NFU Scotland has welcomed 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) documents on the 
management of white-tailed 
eagles.

� e union says the docu-
ments give valuable insight 
into the work that is under 
way to deal with the problems 
caused by some eagles and 
states clearly for the � rst time 
that they do predate healthy 
sheep and lambs.

� e documents recognise 
that since white-tailed eagles’ 
(WTEs) reintroduction there 
has been a growing impact 
of the birds on sheep � ocks 
on the west coast, with many 
farmers and cro� ers expe-
riencing signi� cant losses, 
particularly where there is a 
lack of alternative prey.

One of the SNH monitor 
farms has demonstrated the 
loss of an extra 181 lambs 
between 2012-2018.

Post-mortem examination 

of a very small sample of 
lambs killed by WTEs also 
found most to have been � t 
and healthy when attacked 
rather than dead or unviable 
lambs, as some believed.

� e white-tailed eagle ac-
tion plan was produced by a 
stakeholder group following 
an agreement between SNH 
and NFU Scotland in 2014 to 
work together to � nd ways of 
limiting adverse impacts of 
white-tailed eagles while de-
veloping the right conditions 

for the sustainable co-exist-
ence between them and sheep 
farming.

Depending on a range of 
factors, the WTE population 
is predicted to continue to 
expand   in the short term 
from its current level of 130 
breeding pairs to several 
hundreds more over the next 
20 years.

Figures on breeding pairs 
does not include the potential 
for a much larger number of 
juvenile birds as adult WTEs 

only start to pair when they 
are around � ve or six years 
old.

� e union wants to make 
sure the current work of 
farmers, cro� ers, SNH and 
WTE monitor farms to ad-
dress the issue of predation is 
enhanced. It believes that as 
the WTE population grows, 
the problems for farmers and 
cro� ers will only get worse.

General public appreciation 
and understanding of the 
problem is on the increase 
and predation of lambs was 
highlighted in a presentation 
at NFU Scotland’s AGM 
in February, with the issue 
getting widespread coverage 
on national TV and radio and 
in newspapers.

NFU Scotland President 
Andrew McCornick said: 
‘We thank SNH for the pub-
lication of these documents, 

which clearly recognise that 
the diet of WTEs, in some 
locations, includes healthy 
sheep and lambs. For some 
of our farming and cro� ing 
members on the west coast of 
Scotland, predation by white-
tailed eagles of lambs and, in 
some cases, adult sheep, is an 
unwelcome threat to their 
future viability.

‘� at makes this a very 
emotive issue for those of 
our members a� ected by 
signi� cant WTE predation 
on their stock and NFUS 
is committed through the 
collaborative approach with 
SNH and other stakeholders 
to identify solutions.

‘With one WTE mon-
itor farm able to clearly 
demonstrate the loss of an 
extra 181 lambs in the period 
2012-2018, it is clear to me 
that WTE predation could 
have a serious impact on 
the sustainability of he� ed 
hill � ocks on some farms 
and cro� s. � e papers also 
recognise that, in areas where 

there is a lack of alternative 
prey, the predation period 
extends beyond lambing time 
and presents a threat to lambs 
and adult sheep throughout 
the year.’

He said although the 
successful reintroduction of 
WTEs has brought tourism 
bene� ts to some, the reality is 
those bene� ts tend not to go 
to the farmers and cro� ers.

And he warned that with 
the numbers of WTEs grow-
ing,   the impact on sheep 
producers would expand far 
wider than the current hot-
spots as they follow available 
food sources east and south.

‘All modelling on popula-
tions comes with signi� cant 
caveats but one has suggested 
that, depending on condi-
tions, there could be as many 
as 900 breeding pairs by 2040. 
� at means the valuable 
work looking for successful 
mitigation measures must 
continue as we endeavour 
jointly to � nd solutions to the 
predation problem.’

White-tailed eagles do kill 
healthy lambs, says report

Work is under way to deal 
with problems caused by 
some white-tailed eagles 
killing healthy lambs.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

United Auctions, Stirling, 
Thursday  June 27: sold 2,318 
prime sheep comprising of 1225 
new season lambs selling to an 
average of 195.17p & 963 ewes 
and rams.

New Season Lambs (1225) 
– Lintbert (BTex) £110.00; 
Catcune (Suf) £108.00; Catcune 
& Elmscleugh (Tex) £108.00; 
Aberdalgie (Cha) £100.00; Catcune 
(X) £95.00; Elmscleugh (BF) £76.00;  
Duncanziemere (Chev/Mule) 
£66.00; Duncanziemere (Mule) 
£65.00.

New Season Lambs (1225) – 
Lintbert (BTex) 240.0ppk; Ayton 
(Tex) 226.00ppk; Easter Mye (Suf) 
211.00ppk; Auchlin (X) 202.00ppk; 
Langside (Cha) 201.00ppk; 
Elmscleugh (BF) 190.00ppk; 
Duncanziemere (Mule) 187.00ppk; 
Duncanziemere (Chev/Mule) 
183.00ppk.

Ewes (963)- Langside (Tex) £114; 
Langside (Cha) £101; South� eld 
(Suf) £91; Priest� eld (HB) £79; 
Denside (X) £78; Duncanziemere 
(BFL) £75; Assloss (Mule) £71; 
Kilbucho Place (Chev/Mule) 
£61; Kilbucho Place (Chev) £61; 
Elmscleugh (BF) £60.

Rams- Elmscleugh (Tex) £95; 
Denside (Suf) £88; Duncanziemere 
(BFL) £71; Borenich (Chev) £62; 
Tomchulan (BF) £60.
Caledonian Marts Ltd, 
Thursday June 27: sold 165 Cattle 
comprising of 89 Prime Bullocks, 
Heifers & Young Bulls, 47 OTM 
Cattle and 29 Calves and Stirks. 

Prime Cattle and OTM Cattle 
– all types, weights and sizes are 
required on a weekly basis!! For 
more information contact Oliver 
Shearman on 07730 046252.

Prime Bullocks topped at 238p 
for a Limousin from Learielaw, 
Broxburn purchased by T 
Johnston, Butcher, Falkirk and to 
£1466 for the same beast. 

Prime Heifers reached 242p 
for a Limousin from Flemington, 
Cambuslang purchased by D 
Comrie, Butcher, Comrie and to 
£1610 for a Limousin from Todhall, 
Cupar purchased by J Hastie, 
Butcher, Markinch. 

Young Bulls sold to 195p twice 
for a Limousin from Balfornought, 
Stirling and a British Blue from 
Dalchirla, Muthill and to £1384 for 
a Limousin from Dalchirla, Muthill. 

With a smaller show of OTM 
Cattle, the well � eshed averaged 
145ppkg selling to 165ppkg for a 
Limousin from Hume of Overton, 
Denny and to £1300 for a Limousin 
from W Dick & Sons, Mains of 
Throsk. The overall average 
levelled out at 130p.

Dairy Cows averaged 100p 
selling to 115p from D McKenzie, 
Ardgate and to £890 from J Craig, 
Carneil. 

Once again Beef Bred Calves 
commanded a sound trade, dairy 
types were similar to the last sale. 
Top price of the day went to J 
Rennie, Tarbert Farm, Isle of Gigha 
for a Beef Shorthorn Cross Heifer 
Calf fetching £280.

Around the markets



S & S Services  is a business that is as 
strong and reliable as the vehicles it sells

When you are investing in 
a vehicle of this quality you 
expect the same high-spec 
in the team providing it  – 
and S & S Services always 
delivers.

Based at Old Bridge Road, 
Ayr, S & S Services has a rep-
utation and list of awards 

that few independents in 
the UK can match.

This family-run business 
is the top UK Subaru dealer 
and has achieved dealer of 
the year continuously since 
2007; this is one of the long-
est-serving Subaru dealers 
in the country.

The Spicer family has been 
keeping its customers on the 
move and well-equipped 
whatever the terrain or 
conditions since 1997 when 
Brian and Dulcie started 
the business specialising in 
work-horse 4x4s and a vast 
range of new and used cars 

to suit most needs.
Now with the next gen-

eration of John and his son 
Matthew in the team, S & S 
Services continues to grow 
with a second generation 
of customers now buying 
Subaru and Isuzu from 
them.

S & S Services has built 
its reputation on customer 
service, after sales, servicing 
and its quality selection of 
second-hand vehicles. The 
business sells and maintains 
vehicles for customers 
the length and breadth of 
Britain.

Don’t just read about it; 
contact S & S Services and 
� nd out about what makes 
them one of the country’s 
� nest. There is always a 
large stock of new vehicles, 
and an extensive selection 
of used cars and commer-
cials on display.

Isuzu UK, the pick-up 
professionals, is pleased 
to announce the launch 
of the new Isuzu D-Max 
Workman+ double cab. A 
special edition in the D-Max 
range, the Workman+ will 
be produced in a limited to 
a volume of 125 vehicles in 
total and will be available in 
a manual transmission.

This hard-working pick-up 
retains all the features of 
the multi award-winning 
Isuzu D-Max Utility but 
also includes the following 
equipment over a stand-
ard double cab:

• Rear Load Liner
• Tow Bar & 13 Pin 

Electrics
• Side Steps
• 18” Alloy Wheels
• Full Size Spare Wheel 

- Alloy

• Reversing Camera
• DAB Radio
Aimed at farmers and 

urban trade customers, 
Workman+ is equipped 
with practical speci� cation 
to help get the job done. 
The tow bar and 13 pin elec-
trics are compatible with 
trailers that have LED lights 
and customers can choose 
to � t an over rail or 
under rail 
load liner 
a c c o r d -
ing to 

their preference.
Elevating the exterior styl-

ing from a basic workhorse 
pick-up, side steps increase 
convenience and 18” alloy 
wheels add a premium 
feel while still retaining the 
practicality of a working 
vehicle as a full-size spare 
alloy wheel and locking 
wheel nuts are included as 

standard.
The audio system has also 

been upgraded to include 
DAB radio and a reversing 
camera is mounted under 
the rear bumper, with the 
image displayed in the rear-
view mirror. 

In addition to the new fea-
tures mentioned above, the 
Isuzu D-Max Workman+ 
retains its superior 3.5 

tonne towing, out-
standing 125,000 

mile / 5-year 
warranty 

AVAILABLE TO ORDER NOW FROM S&S SERVICES
WORK SMARTER WITH THE NEW ISUZU D-MAX WORKMAN+

(whichever comes � rst) 
and 5-year roadside assis-
tance in the UK and across 
Europe.

Workman+ is available 
in � ve colours: Splash 
White, Titanium Silver 
Met, Obsidian Grey 
Mica, Cosmic Black 
Mica and Sapphire Blue 
Mica. Cosmic Black and 
Sapphire Blue paint � nish-
es are normally restricted 
to premium models but 
a limited volume has 

been made available for 
Workman+. 

Pricing for the new 
Workman+ is very com-
petitive, with o� ers that 
include a considerable 
amount of equipment for 
a price walk of only £700 
over a standard Utility 
Double Cab.

Ask at Matthew at this 
years Tesco Roadshow 
SATURDAY 20TH & 
SUNDAY 21ST for more 
details. 

S & S Services have been supporting the 
people of Argyll for over 30 years and this 

weekend, they are coming to you!
SATURDAY 20TH SUNDAY 21ST JULY,

TESCO, OBAN.
John Spicer will be showcasing some 

amazing car o� ers. If you have a 
particular car you wish to view, please 

call John on 07831 808702.





 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR 

SECOND WEEK FREE£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 4x4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia , Ford etc and all 4x4 

pickups. Older models and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravansand motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and 
models considered. Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision, same day payment.

Tel: 07759 054 754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, 

other models also considered.

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, 

Nissan etc... We also 
buy MOT failures and 

accident damage 
vehicles. Anything 

considered.

WANTED
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FULLY REFURBISHED LOCH FISHING DINGHY
Genuine “WITH” 15ft x 6ft. 
New gunnels, new seats, 
two rowing positions, 
new transom, all � ttings 
galvanised or stainless. 
No trailer or outboard.
Delivery by arrangement 
available.

Tel 01631 720349
£1200 o.n.o.

ORKNEY (6 METRES IN LENGTH)
Inboard Vetus engine just 
been fully serviced, � sh 
� nder and GPS cabin has 
storage and new cushions. 
Comes complete with 
excellent trailer mooring 
ropes and bouy. 

Tel 01681 700178 
£4995

BMW X5 AUTO 
3litre Dual Fuel, Sunroof 
(Gas conversion- working 
but needs service) 2001 Dark 
Green Mot to Nov 2019; runs 
well, solid workhorse 

Tel 07801 789401
£950

HUNTER MEDINA 20 DAY SAILER
Boat, sails, 4hp long shaft 
Yamaha outboard and 
refurbished road legal 
trailer, all in good order and 
ready to launch. Full details 
available on request.  Ashore 
Campbeltown.

Tel: 07785 542811 or 07774 888835
Guide price £3,000

2011 FORD KUGA 
Titanium 2WD 2.0TDCI, 
46000 miles.

Tel: 07500 006514
£7,500 ONO



CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition 
we can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine 

problems, farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com 

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free 
collection all types of of 4x4 vehicles 
double cab and single cabs pickups 
shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 

Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux 
discovery any vehicle considered old or 
new any condition running or not high 

miles rotten chassis over heating top 
price paid without any hassle we also 

buy motorhomes touring caravans and 
commercial vans and trucks.
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440
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West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

HUNTER LIBERTY 22
A pretty and practical bilge 
keel trailer-sailer.  
Sleeps 2/3, new sea toilet, 
Origio stove, 
4-stroke 5hp Honda, VHF, 
depth/log, road trailer, 
tender etc.

Tel 07721 036637
£5250

PIONER VIKING WITH 40 HP YAMAHA OUTBOARD
Yamaha Engine has low hours and 
is recently serviced. Excellent, high 
freeboard, family boat for up to 6 
people. Bilge Pump.
Complete with good road trailer, 
fenders(5), paddles(2), mooring 
ropes, anchors(2), Cobra Marine 
Radio and 2 Helly Hansen Life 
Jackets.

Tel 07763583602 or 01631 710768
£9000

COLVIC COUNTESS 28
1992, beam
10’1, draft 3’8
GRP hull+deck 
Lister Alpha 
20hp inboard
Bilge keel

Tel 07801 590235
£8,995 ono

To enter, send 
separate entries 

(in the same 
envelope) 
with your 

name, address, 
telephone 

number and 
email address to 
Scottish Field 
Competitions, 

Fettes Park, 496 
Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh 
EH5 2DL 
or enter at 

www.
scottish� eld.

co.uk. 
Closing 

date, unless 
otherwise 
stated, is 

31 July 2019. 
Winners 

drawn from all 
competitions 
also enter a 
prize to win 
a bottle of 

Whitetail Gin.

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. No cash alternative or 
alternative prize is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply.
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running. 
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information, we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted. 
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date

competitionsOFFERS &
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

206

WIN 
ONE OF SIX FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY COUNTRY FAIR 2019

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and two children) entry to the Fair on either 17 or 18 August.
Six winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 redeemable on either day of the event. 

Galloway Country Fair returns to the picturesque Drumlanrig 
Castle and Country Estate in the heart of Dumfries and Galloway 
on Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 August 2019. 

An impressive array of acts will take to the main ring, with 
quad bike stunt man Paul Hannam secured as the headline act. 
Attendees on both days will see him in his element, performing 
breathtaking tricks and jumps as well as precision riding. 

There are lots of fair favourites on the line-up – from the 
comical and educational sheep show and horse whisperer 
Grant Basin, to Buccleuch’s very own David Lisett and Lee 
Hartis conducting the gun dog display. Other activities across 
the weekend include Elite Falconry displays, Borderlines fishing 
demos, Stars Dog Agility and Terrier Racing as well as a free 
kids’ activity zone from Team Challenge and countless craft, 
food and drink trade stalls. 

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
Who is headlining the main ring at Galloway Country Fair 2019?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT BREAK FOR FOUR PEOPLE IN NORTH BERWICK WITH A CATAMARAN CRUISE 

AND ENTRY TO THE SCOTTISH SEABIRD CENTRE

Prize must be taken between 01 and 30 September 2019. Bookings must be made in advance and are subject to availability. 
Scottish Seabird Centre boat trips are subject to suitable weather conditions. See www.seabird.org for full boat trips terms and conditions.

Enjoy great days out at the seaside with the five-star Scottish 
Seabird Centre in North Berwick. Control interactive live 
cameras, experience 3D films, book a seasonal guided boat trip 
and enjoy lunch with a view in the newly refurbished café.

Over the summer, the islands in the Firth of Forth are home 
to internationally important breeding colonies of seabirds 
including puffins, guillemots, razorbills, terns and eiders. Marvel 
at the 150,000 thousand gannets on the Bass Rock, the world’s 
largest colony of Northern gannets, and speak to their expert 
staff about the seasonal wildlife on the surrounding islands.

This fabulous prize for four people includes entry to the 
Scottish Seabird Centre, a Catamaran Cruise around the Bass 
Rock and Craigleith and two nights stay at Gilsland Park, in a 
luxury two bedroom holiday home with decking and fantastic 
views.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
How many gannets can be seen on the Bass Rock each year?
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HELENSBURGH 
MOTORS

01436 672779101-103 E Clyde St, Helensburgh G84 7PJ

16/66 Toyota Rav 4
Excel Hybrid

£30 
road 
tax

£11,995 
White, Black cloth, navigation, parking 
sensors

14/14 VW Tiguan 
Match 2.0
TDi 4-Motion

Automatic 

18/68 Subaru 
Forester 2.0 XE
Premium Lineartronic

only 
8500 
miles

18/18 Subaru 
Outback 2.0D SE
Premium Lineartronic

£24,495
Pearl White, Black Leather, Eyesight

Tilt and 
slide 

sunroof

£7,495
Island Blue , Black Cloth only 30766 miles

13/13 Toyota Auris 
Icon 1.6 
Manual 5DR

Full 
Service 
History

£16,295
Lunar Shadow, Black Leather, panoramic 
roof, £0 Tax 

16/66 Toyota Auris 1.8
Hybrid Excel 5DR One 

owner 

£5495
Deep aqua, Full service history, Only 15400 
miles

Only 
15400 
miles

11/61 Toyota Yaris 
TR 1.3V
Vti manual

Zero 
road 
tax

15/65 Toyota Yaris
Design 1.5 Hybrid

£17,495 
7 seats Metallic Red, Black leather, Climate 
control, Head Up display,twin sunroof

£6995 
Pure White, Air-Con, Bluetooth  Only 6800 
miles

13/13Toyota Prius + 
T4 hybrid 

17/17 Toyota Aygo
1.0 Xplay 5Dr

7 seats

Bluetooth 

£17995
Dark Blue metallic, Heated Seats, climate 
control Only 11300 miles 

£10995
Quartz blue, Heated Seats, full service 
history, Climate control 

17/17 Subaru 
XV 2.0D
SE AWD

15/65 Subaru 
XV 2.0D
SE AWD

Rear 
parking 
camera

12 
months 

warranty

18/68 Subaru XV
1.6 SE Lineartronic

16/66 Toyota Rav 4
Excel 2.0D

Keyless 
start 

Rear 
Parking 
Camera

£21,995
Ice Silver, Heated Seats, Apple Car-Play, 
Eyesight  

£16995
Manual, Blue Crush, Black leather, Heated 
seats, navigation, Towbar. 

£9995 
5DR, Vermillion red, £30 road tax, climate 
control balance of 5 year warranty.   

£19495
Pure white, Grey Cloth, Only 25000 miles, 
Full service history

£30 
road 
tax 

 zero 
road 
tax 

Toyota Auris
15/65 1.2T Icon

16/66 Toyota Prius
Business Edition+

Pictures for illustration only, visit

www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

tax

£22,495
Brilliant Black, Black leather, full service 
history  

£26,995
                 Quartz Blue, Black Leather, eyesight

£10495
Island Blue, Black Cloth, £0 road tax, 31956 
miles
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West Coast PROPERTY Stress-free 
custom 

build

in partnership with Stress-free in partnership with

 T: 01292 591715 e: enquiries@theweehousecompany.co.uk

� e Oban Times
Thursday 4 July 201940 PROPERTY  

Flexible offi ce space to let – Oban
Shortly Available   2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc

Lease direct from Landlord
Close to amenities

Email recruit2049@outlook.com 
for more details.

Fort William High Street - 
Retail/Offi ce space to let

Flexible retail & offi ce space on 
High Street with shop frontage 

from 1000 Sq Feet - 4000 Sq Feet

Email recruit2049@outlook.com 
for more details.

� e Rettie and Co research team, Scotland’s 
largest dedicated property research de-
partment, has released its summer lettings 
bulletin.

Among the key � ndings are:
• Labour tables the Proposed Fair Rents 

Bill to reinvigorate the case for rent 
controls.

• Build-to-rent gains pace in Edinburgh 
as the ‘future of the sector’ gathers 
momentum.

• � e rental sector is becoming home to 
a widening range of age groups as the 
number of over-55s renting is now 12 
per cent of PRS households.

• Edinburgh and Dundee have seen aver-
age rents at their highest level.

� e average rents in Edinburgh and Dundee 
have reached their highest level on record in 
Q1 2019 while rents in Glasgow and across 
Scotland have fallen back from peak levels 
seen in 2018.

Conversely, rents in Aberdeen have contin-
ued to fall reaching their lowest level since 
values started falling in 2015.

� e days taken to let a property has increased 
across the board. In Edinburgh, the average 
time to let increased to 30 days in Q1 2019, 
the � rst time it has reached this level since 
2012 having reached a low of 18 days in 2014. 

Glasgow has increased to 31 days which is the 
same as Q1 2018. Having fallen sharply in Q4 
2018 time to let in Dundee has rebounded up 
to 40 days.

� e � ve-year compound annual growth 
rate of average rents across Scottish cities 
has shown a slight slow down over the past 
two quarters in Edinburgh and Glasgow but 
remain historically high.

Since rents started rising in 2014 as demand 
outstripped supply, the � ve-year annual 
growth rate has typically been above � ve 
per cent in Edinburgh and four per cent in 
Glasgow. 

Having peaked at over six per cent in 

Edinburgh and almost � ve per cent in Glasgow 
in 2018, rates have fallen back to 5.6  per cent 
and 4.2 per cent.

Figures from the Scottish Household Survey 
(SHS) support the rise of mature households 
in the PRS. 

� e number of households in Scotland over 
45 years of age, who are in the PRS, is now 28 
per cent, up 3.5 per cent in the past four years 
according to the SHS. 

In Edinburgh the number of households 
over 45 years in the PRS has remained � at over 
this period, whilst Glasgow and Dundee have 
seen increase of 2.5 per cent and four per cent 
respectively.

The changing face of Scotland’s rental sector 
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RECRUITMENT
Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Download 
our app for 

free at 
hijobs.

co.uk/app

We’ve 
made 
it even 

easier to 
fi nd your 
next job 

in the 
perfect 

location.

Based in our Fort William office, The Oban Times has 
an opportunity for a bright, passionate and hungry 

reporter to join our busy team.
The person we are looking for will have passed their NCTJ Prelims, 

including shorthand, be multi-media literate, and unafraid of hard work.
They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, 

understand the importance of fostering great contacts and knowing 
their patch, and be capable of working on their own initiative as well as 

part of a team.
They should also hold a full driving licence.

As digital plays an increasingly important part in our news coverage, 
ideally you will be confident in the use of social media and digital 

storytelling techniques. You will also be required to take the occasional 
photograph.

In return for all this we offer a competitive salary, 
great experience and training and an enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, 
plus a covering letter and some examples of your work 

to: Fiona Bennett, fiona@wyvexmedia.co.uk

DO YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR BOATS? EXPERIENCE 
WORKING/MANAGING BOAT YARD? ARE YOUR 
DRIVEN TO SUCEED AND DEVELOP A BUSINESS?

AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN TO JOIN 
LOCHNELL ESTATE, OBAN AS A BOATYARD MANAGER.
The successful candidate will be responsible for the day to day 
management of Lochnell Estate Boat Yard. 
Communicating with boat owners, undertaking maintenance work on 
boats, organizing 3rd party contractors and undertaking administrative 
duties relating to the Boatyard. 
An exciting time to join Lochnell Estate and assist in developing and 
expanding the Boat Yard business following the first few years success.  
Working with a small team, during quite periods in the year, assistance 
may be required elsewhere on the traditional estate. 
The ideal candidate will be a self-starter and highly motivated. Have 
the ability to work under their own initiative, must have significant 
experience working on and with boats and be familiar with boat 
engines, mechanics and electrics. 
In addition, you must have tickets to Level 2 or above for a Powerboat. 
Excellent customer service skills, computer and IT skills are required 
and knowledge in Social media marketing a benefit. 
Full administrative support will be provided through The Estates Office. 

If you are interested in the above position, please contract Sophie 
Handley – Estate Factor on 01631 480 117 or 07791 481 203 or 
Sophie@theestatesofficeargyll.com 

Active, bright and extremely 
trustworthy person required for 

minimum 2 days per week until end 
of October, Oban based.

Experienced or interested in smoking fish 
and purifying Oysters, training given.

Also quite a bit of local driving, must be 
over 25 for insurance purposes.

£12 per hour
07881 418565    07788 426695

ADMINISTRATIVE VACANCIES
Human Resources Assistant 
(Maternity Cover)
Fixed Term Appointment – 12 months, Full Time

Salary £23,334 per annum Ref: D02/19.SJ

Are you an effective administrator looking to develop your career in a 
well organised, varied and busy environment?
We are looking for a proactive individual to be a key member of our 
HR team supporting activities including recruitment and induction, 
management of an HR database, payroll and general administrative 
duties.
The ideal candidate will have excellent organisational, problem solving 
and communication skills, combined with good numeracy and an 
aptitude/ working knowledge of IT office systems. You will thrive in 
an environment where you are enabled to work independently and 
encouraged to develop your skills.
A knowledge of human resources related work would be an advantage, 
as would experience in academic administration.  This may be an 
attractive opportunity for someone to further career prospects.
In return, SAMS offers a flexible working environment with generous 
pension and employee benefits package.

Interviews will be held on 24th July 2019.

Finance Assistant 
Open ended appointment, Part time – 30 hours per week

Salary £19,730-£22,017 per annum pro rata Ref: D01/19.HW

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual to maintain the purchase 
ledgers and bank accounts for 3 subsidiary companies and carry 
out various periodic reconciliations.  Duties will include processing 
of supplier purchase orders, invoices and statement reconciliation, 
processing of staff expense claims and credit card transactions as well as 
preparation of electronic payment runs and posting of bank transactions. 
Responsible for maintaining tight controls over the purchasing and 
banking processes, month end tasks and a range of administrative and 
financial activities within the business at busy periods. 
We are looking to recruit a team player, who has strong numerical and 
communication skills, is able to work quickly and accurately and is 
familiar with nominal codes and VAT codes. Experience of Excel and 
financial processing software would be an advantage but full training on 
software will be provided.  
Ideally we are looking for someone to work over 4 or 5 days but work 
pattern is negotiable.

Interviews will be held on 23rd July 2019

Further information about both vacancies is available on line at 
www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, please write to: Human Resources, 
The Scottish Association for Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, 
Oban, Argyll PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk 

The closing date for receipt of applications 
for both positions is 15th July  2019

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Cleaning staff 
required

Fri - Sat - Mon  9am - 4pm
Transport provided.
Overtime available.
Tralee Bay Holidays

Immediate start. £11 per hour
Contact 01631720255
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CONDITIONS OF 
ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publica-
tions owned by Wyvex Media 
Limited.
Parties to this agreement are 
the Publisher, Wyvex Media 
Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other 
part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertis-
ing space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be le-
gal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British 
Code of Advertising Practice 
and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not 
guarantee the insertion of any 
particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves 
the right to cancel or alter 
the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertise-
ment shall be deemed to 
be made on acceptance of 
the advertisers’ order by the 
Publisher whether placed 
by telephone, mail, fax or in 
person.
5   Cancellation of display 
advertising must be received 
by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves 
the right to invoice the custom-
er in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the 
jurisdiction of the Scottish 
Courts and Scots Law.  In the 

event of any dispute or action 
by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may 
choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be 
liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or par-
tial failure (however caused) 
of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is 
scheduled to appear.  In the 
event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the adver-
tisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to 
the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the 
total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid to 
the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the 
cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably compa-
rable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency agrees to indemnify 
the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charg-

es falling upon the publication 
as the result of legal actions or 
threatened legal actions arising 
from the publication of the ad-
vertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with 
copy instructions supplied to 
the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of 
£75 must be paid on accept-
ance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice 
raised by the Publisher will 
be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In 
the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 
2% and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addi-
tion the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 
as an administration fee.  In 
the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has 
been raised with the original 
invoice.
12  A request to insert an adver-
tisement assumes acceptance 
of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media 
Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and 
registered as a newspaper 
at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexme-
dia.co.uk

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE LTD

CHANDLERY ADMINISTRATOR/RETAIL ASSISTANT
FULL TIME OR PART TIME CONSIDERED

(Competitive salary depending on qualifications and experience)

We require an administrator/retail assistant to join our busy marina, 
boatyard and chandlery office near Lochgilphead in Mid Argyll.
The ideal candidate will have strong organisational skills, be numerically 
capable and computer literate with an eye for detail, as well as having 
excellent oral and written communication skills.
Reporting to the managing director and marina manager, this varied and 
‘customer facing’ role will see the right candidate serving customers 
at the till, dealing with deliveries, booking in stock, answering phones, 
stocktaking, carrying out pontoon and mooring checks and recording 
electric meter readings, among other key office tasks.
Experience in retail or an interest in boating/water sports along with 
familiarity of Microsoft Office packages would be an advantage.
Some weekend working will be required for the role on a rota system.

Please apply in writing for an application form and full job 
description to Andrew Ashton, Managing Director, Ardfern Yacht 
Centre Ltd, Ardfern, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QN, or via email 
to andrew@ardfernyacht.co.uk before the closing date of Monday 

22nd July. Interviews will be held at Ardfern w/c 5th August.

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






BRICKLAYERS
ROOFERS
TELEHANDLER OPERATIVE
ELECTRICIAN
TIMBER FACTORY JOINER
SITE MANAGERS

Full time/Permanent positions
Please send CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk 
or call 01546602989 for further info.

RECRUITMENT
Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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PUBLIC NOTICES

Reference Number

19/02332/FUL

19/02766/FUL

19/02794/TPNO

19/02797/TPNO

19/02721/FUL

19/02648/FUL

19/02799/PIP

19/02662/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal.  

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house

Two pairs of zip wires,  launch platform, 2 
landing platforms, container style reception 
building, 2  floating jetties,  access path to 
the launch platform, mini bus turning area 

Installation of 12m high streetworks pole and 
ancillary equipment

Installation of 12m high streetworks pole 
with ancillary equipment

Erection of house

Erection of holiday letting unit

Proposed Arqiva 12m streetworks pole on 
new foundation and associated works

Erection of eight flats and associated 
infrastructure

Land 10M SE Of
18 Maccoll Terrace, Ballachulish

Land 780M West Of Mamore Lodge, 
Mamore, Kinlochleven

Land 60M SW Of Midfield
Achnahully, Arisaig

Land 245M NW Of St Finnian’s RC 
Church, Invergarry

Land 525M South East Of Moss Of 
Keppoch, Arisaig

Caol-Na-Mara, Old Ferry Road
North Ballachulish, Onich

Land 30M NE Of 8 Torr An Eas
Torr An Eas, Glenfinnan

Land 120M North Of 16 King’s Way
King’s Way, Mallaig

First Registration 
of a Croft

Alasdair Donald MacIntosh 
has registered his croft 
6 Stronaba  Kilmonivaig 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
Challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 28th 
February 2020
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home
The Croft resistration 
number is C6022

First Registration 
of a Croft

Archibald MacConnell 
has registered his croft, 
Colnatarun, in the Parish of 
Colonsay on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 14 March 
2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6122.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr Angus John Cameron 
has registered his 
croft known as 48 
Ormsaigbeg, Ormsaigbeg, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 28th 
March 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C6128.

First Registration 
of a Croft

John MacInnes has 
registered their croft 
Sligneach, Kilfinchen and 
Kilvickeon on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by March 17, 
2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6086

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Mr Iain MacNaughton 
MacKay is applying to 
assign the tenancy of the 
croft, Brindle Croft, Appin, 
Lismore and Appin, to 
Miss Eilidh Megan McKay, 
6 Lorn Road, Dunbeg, By 
Oban PA37 1QG.
Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.gov.scot by 
27th July 2019.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

G Grant
Sligneach, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon
0.023 ha – Amenity ground
92581

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand 
for the croft (which may 
be made public), may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 02/08/19. 
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW – info@crofting.
gov.scot

Our privacy notice is 
available at 
www.croft ing.scotland.
gov.uk/privacy-policy or 
on request.

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

UEMA Day
3 Ichrachan, Glenorchy & 
Innishail
97880
0.148 ha
Reason – Proposed New 
Development
Condition – With fencing & 
use conditions.  

Full details at www.
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

First Registration 
of a Croft

Ann Marjory Carrigan 
has registered her croft, 
Muldubh, Colonsay on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland. Any person 
who wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 23 
February 2020. Details 
of the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. 
The croft registration 
number is C5994.

Argyll and Bute Council
ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984

ADOPTION OF ROADS
In terms of Section 1(4) of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, Argyll and 
Bute Council propose to add to their List of Public Roads, the 
following road:-
Tramway Cottages, Ellenabeich (No.189)
From the B844 Kilninver to Ellenabeich Road, 22 metres or thereby 
east of its junction with Back Street (UC96), extending in an 
generally south-easterly direction for a distance of 37 metres or 
thereby, and the branch therefrom extending in a northerly and 
southerly direction for a distance of 32 metres or thereby, including 
the service strip around the perimeter 2 metres wide or to the 
nearest boundary wall whichever comes first.
A draft adoption certificate, together with a plan is available for 
public inspection by logging on to the Council’s website at https://
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/transport-and-streets/roads-and-pavements 
or can be viewed during normal office hours at the following 
locations:
(i) Post Office, Balvicar Stores, Balvicar, Isle of Seil, Oban;
(ii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person wishing to object to the proposal should send details of 
the grounds for objection in writing to the Head of Roads & Amenity 
Services, Argyll and Bute Council, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll PA31 8RD by Friday 1st August 2019.
Head of Roads and Amenity Services,  
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

NEVIS FOREST: PRE-APPLICATION EXHIBITION EVENT
CREATION OF NEW ECO CABIN LOCATION, 

INCLUDING 50 NO. TIMBER CABINS, A 
CENTRAL RETREAT, CYCLE STORE, MANAGERS 
ACCOMMODATION, MAINTENANCE AREA, NEW 

TRACKS, PARKING AND SERVICES.
LAND WEST OF NEVIS RANGE MOUNTAIN RESORT, 
LEANACHAN FOREST, TORLUNDY, FORT WILLIAM 

PH33 6SW
Forestry and Land Scotland and Forest Holidays invite the public to attend 
an exhibition regarding proposals for a new eco cabin location, as part 
of the ‘Nevis Forest and Mountain Resort’ Masterplan. The event will take 
place at two venues:
The Alexandra Hotel, Parade, Fort William PH33 6AZ – Tuesday 16th July 
3 – 7 pm  
Lochaber Rural Education Trust, An Clachan, Lochaber Rural Complex, 
Torlundy, Fort William, PH33 6SQ – Wednesday 17th July 10 – 12 am
The Forest Holidays proposal comprises: Creation of a new holiday cabin 
site, including 50 No. timber cabins, a central retreat, cycle store, manager’s 
accommodation, maintenance area, new tracks, parking and services. 
Members of the project team from Forest Holidays and Forestry and Land 
Scotland will be in attendance and available to answer questions. Anyone 
wishing to discuss the application following this event should contact:
Concept Town Planning Ltd, 7 Scotland Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, 
SY12 0DG
Email: mail@concepttownplanning.com
It is requested that comments following the exhibition be lodged to the 
above address by 16th August 2019. Please note that comments made in 
relation to the exhibition are not representations to the planning authority.  
They will be used to inform the draft proposals, as they are finalised 
prior to a formal planning application being submitted. There will be the 
opportunity to make formal comment on the application once submitted to 
The Highland Council.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 
09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal 
Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local Customer Service Point and by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS  
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/01052/PP Removal of existing water 

storage reservoir, 
construction of new service 
reservoir, upgrade of access 
and ancillary works

Land South West Of 
Pennyfuir Sewage 
Works, Dunollie Road, 
Oban, Argyll And 
Bute

19/01265/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access

Land East Of Brolas, 
Taynuilt, Argyll And 
Bute

19/01229/LIB Installation of double glazing 
to existing windows

Lonan House, 
Taynuilt, Argyll And 
Bute

19/01233/PP Relocation of natural soil 
from warehousing site for 
landscaping

Land Adjacent To 
Bruichladdich 
Distillery, 
Bruichladdich, Isle Of 
Islay, Argyll And Bute, 
PA49 7UN

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.  
7A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

01546 603989
mbcargyll.com

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE
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Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

REMOVAL & STORAGE OBAN BLINDS

www.facebook.com/obantimes

OIL & GAS SERVICES / HEATING ENGINEER
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like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

Personal Notices
LOOKING FOR 

Jodie Le’Normand born 
17th November 1979 

(39 years).
Last known to be living 

the Fort William area 
January 2018.

Originally from 
Plymouth, Devon.

Needing to make contact in relation to her children living 
in the London area.

Please contact Steve at srea830@gmail.com

Antiques and 
Collectables
ROYAL COPENHAGEN 11 in 
total dating from 1977 to 
1992 (some gaps). All in "as 
new" condition. Will sell sin-
gly or in lots. £10 Telephone 
01631 564326.

Books
PSYCHOLOGY BOOKS X 5 
the lot, £30 Telephone 07900 
862835 or 01546 603654.

Building / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, or-
nate Victorian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes and col-
ours, £40 Telephone 01631 
564578².

Camping & caravan 
Equipment
MARQUEE 6m x 3m, £70 
Telephone 07900 862835 or 
01546 603654.

Domestic Pets
WEST HIGHLAND TERRIER 
PUPS KC registered, par-
ents can be seen, ready by 
Saturday 27th July, £650 
Telephone 07746 779402 or 
01586 810223.

Garden
GARDEN TABLE WITH 4 
CHAIRS and blue garden 
umbrella. Purchaser to up-
lift,  £50 Telephone 01546 
606204.

TIMBER SHED 12'X8' tim-
ber shed/workshop, per-
fect condition, assembled 
and ready for uplift, £500 
Telephone 07525 858154.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS and 
smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display 
items. Prices from £30, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. 
Prices from £40, Telephone 
01631 564578².
VINTAGE HAND PLOUGH re-
stored and painted green 
and red. Will make a � ne gar-
den feature. Can deliver, £80 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful gar-
den feature, various sizes 
from £90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

Garden Machinery
BOSCH SHREDDER In very 
good condition, rarely used. 
With reverse capability,  £70 
Telephone 07934 491712.
LONG REACH  PETROL 
HEDGE TRIMMER In very 
good condition, rarely 
used,  £70 Telephone 07934 
491712.

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces
4 DIMPLEX STORAGE 
HEATERS Buyer collects 

in Ardrishaig, £10 each 
Telephone 07900 862835 or 
01546 603654.
CREDA STORAGE HEATER 
Buyer collects in Ardrishaig, 
£10 Telephone 07900 862835 
or 01546 603654.
KITCHEN PLINTH HEATER, 
£40 Telephone 07900 
862835 or 01546 603654.
STORAGE HEATERS Dimplex 
storage heaters, various siz-
es, good condition, £40 
Telephone 01631 710862.
WALL CONVECTOR HEATER 
green in colour, £30 
Telephone 07900 862835 or 
01546 603654.

Hobbies and Crafts
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD, 
white, blue and pink colours 
in stock, available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

Home O�  ce
HP7510 WIDE FORMAT A3 
all in one printer, scanner, 
copier, wi�  complete in 
box unused condition, £70 
Telephone 07934 491712.

Kitchen 
DINNER SET by Apilco of 
France, 14 piece, black and 
gold, £35 inc P&P Telephone 
01475 726360.
FISSLER POTATO MASHER 
heavy construction, never 
used, £10 incl P&P Telephone 
01475 726360.

KITKAT TEAPOT never used, 
Made in England, £15 inc P&P 
Telephone 01475 726360.
MUGS Beatles mug, Man Utd 
mug, Bachelors cup-a-soup 
mug, made in England, £20 
inc P&P Telephone 01475 
726360.

Marine
BRUTUS PLUS 40  battery 
operated ace line hauler for 
prawns, lobster or crabs ,  
£320 ono Telephone 07769 
717153.
WILSON FLYER CABIN DOOR 
never used, £25 Telephone 
07769 717153.

Miscellaneous
SAANEN GOAT KIDS Saaned 
goat kids for sale. 3 fe-
male 1 male not castrat-
ed. Inveraray, Argyll, £150 
Telephone 07766 147478².

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL, 
market your business ef-
fectively with professional-
ly designed lea� ets, posters 
and � yers from Krisp Print. 
Contact on 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake.  Call 
Krisp Print on 01586 554975.

Tickets for Sale
TIREE MUSIC FESTIVAL 2019 

1 x adult and 1 x U18 week-
end pass tickets for sale. 12 
July - 14 July. The festival is a 
sell out - grab yourself a bar-
gain, £160 Telephone 07455 
220911.

Wanted
RURAL LAND 

WANTED
To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804
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fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS
Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103). 
Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of 
life-saving research in Scotland last 
year. Help bring forward the day when 
all cancers are cured. Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

Call 01631 568000
Celebrate your Graduation

Only 

£24
inc.VAT

BIRTHS

CRAWFORD - Andrew 
and Jo-Anna are delighted 
to announce the birth of 
their beautiful daughter 

Sophie Rosemary at RAH, 
Paisley on June 23, 2019. 
Fourth grandchild for 

Jimmie and Lesley, Oban 
and � � h grandchild for 

Lawrence and Anna, 
Whalsay, Shetland.

DEATHS
LAWRIE - John W. (Ian), 
peacefully at  “Ealas-Dol”, 
Tomacharrich, surrounded 
by family on � ursday  June 
27, 2019, aged 72 years. A 
loving husband of Helen, 
a much loved dad of John, 
Ilene, Donald and Angus, an 
adoring grandad and a loyal 
friend to many. A service of 
thanksgiving for his life will 
take place on � ursday July 
4, 2019 in the Duncansburgh-
MacIntosh Parish Church and 
therea� er he will be laid to rest 
at Blarour Cemetery.  Family 
� owers only please, donations 
if desired, can be made at the 
service. All proceeds will go 
to to Robin House (Children’s 
Hospice) and Marie Curie 
Cancer Care. All friends and 
family are respectfully invited.
MACDONALD - Samuel. 
Peacefully at Glasgow Royal 
In� rmary on Sunday, June 
23, 2019. Beloved husband 
to the late Nancy, a much 
loved father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather. Funeral ser-
vice will take place on Friday, 
July 12, 2019 at St Columba's 
Parish Church Kirkintilloch at 
9.45 am therea� er to Daldowie 
Crematorium for 11.00 am. 
Will be sadly missed by all.
MACDONALD - Jessie 
Catherine (Jay), Schoolhouse, 
Barcaldine, Argyll, in her 96th 
year. Last of the family of the 
late Captain John MacDonald 
and his wife Matilda (Sinclair), 
of Springbank, Tobermory. 
Sister of the late Iain and Juliet 
(Sheila). A loved and admired 
aunt, great-aunt and good 
friend of many. Dauntless to 
the last. Funeral will take place 
at 1pm on Friday, July 5 at Kiel 
Church, Lochaline, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited.
McDOUGALL – Mary 
(née Cameron of Branault, 
Ardnamurchan), peacefully at 
home on June 29, 2019, beloved 
wife of Ian McDougall, much 
loved mum of Cameron and 
Kenneth. Very dear mum-
in-law of Violet, cherished 
“Gaga” of Robbie and loving 
sister and auntie to all the 
family. Funeral service will be 
held in United Church of Bute 
on Friday July 5 at 12 noon, 
interment therea� er at North 
Bute Cemetery.

McGLASHAN - Ronald 
(Ronnie), Bonnyrigg. Peacefully 
on Friday June 28, 2019 at the 
Edinburgh Royal In� rmary, 
aged 84 years. Ronnie, loving 
husband to Rose, much loved 
father to Hazel and Heather, 
father-in-law to David and 
Stephen, grandfather to David.  
A service will take place at 
Mortonhall Crematorium, main 
Chapel on Friday July 5 at 11am 
to which all are welcome. Family 
� owers only.
THOMSON - Col William 
Grimmitt � omson MB CHB 
FRCS, a former resident of 
Craignure, Isle of Mull, also 
formerly an o�  cer in Her 
Majesty's Forces serving with 
the RAMC, has passed away 
peacefully on June 22, 2019. Bill 
will be sorely missed by his wife, 
Mabel and their children, David, 
Anne-Marie and Andrew, their 
4 grandchildren, 8 great-grand-
children, his daughter-in-law 
Sue, and son-in-law Raymond. 
� e family welcome all at the 
cremation service to be held at 
Cardross Crematorium, Main 
Road, Cardross G82 5HD on 
Tuesday, July 9, 2019 at 1.15pm. 
Family � owers only please. 
Donations in lieu of � owers for 
Cancer Research. A memorial 
service on the Isle of Mull 
will take place at a date to be 
arranged.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
CAMERON - John, Ann, 
Sandra, Rachel and their fam-
ilies would like to convey their 
heartfelt thanks to relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the love and support shown to 
them on the sad loss of their 
beloved mother, Bella. We have 
been overwhelmed by all the 
cards, letters, telephone and 
personal calls. Special thanks 
to Dr. Murray, girls at Bunessan 
Surgery, District Nurses, Bella’s 
Carers and the Ambulance 
Crews. To Billy McClymont for 
professional funeral arrange-
ments, Jenny Earl for a most 
sincere and comforting service, 
the Keel Row for their catering 
and Malcolm for the tributes 
and music. We would like to 
thank everyone who travelled 
from far and near to pay their 
last respects at the house and 
graveside for a very special lady. 
� e generous donation of £678 
was raised and will be shared 
between Bunessan Surgery and 
MICH. No longer in our lives, 
but forever in our hearts.

CAMPBELL - James and 
Caroline would like to thank 
everybody for all the cards 
messages and phone calls 
following the passing of 
Frances. A special thanks to 
the doctors and district nurses 
of Craig Nevis Surgery, to the 
sta�  in the Belford Hospital, 
Lochaber Macmillan Nurses 
and � e Home Care Team for 
all the care  shown to Frances.  
Grateful and heartfelt thanks to 
John, Linnie, Stuart and Peter 
for all the support, care, un-
derstanding and the attention 
with the funeral arrangements. 
To the Corpach Hotel for the 
catering and � nally thanks to 
all who attended the service 
over £321.20 was collected for 
Craig Nevis District Nurses.  
DOUGALL -  � e family of the 
late Iain Dougall of Iona would 
like to thank everyone for 
all the kindnesses, cards and 
support following his death 
in March.  An overwhelming 
send-o�  at the funeral and over 
the next few days raised a total 
of £750 for the British Heart 
Foundation.
MACCALLUM - � e family 
of the late Elizabeth would like 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for cards, 
gi� s, visits, phone calls and 
� owers received following their 
recent sad loss. Special thanks 
to the sta�  of North Argyll 
Care Home for their care and 
support given to mum during 
her stay there, to Ian MacInnes 
of D&A Munn for all his help, 
guidance and professionalism, 
to Rev Dugald Cameron for a 
warm and comforting service, 
to Petals of Oban for the 
beautiful � oral arrangements 
and to Colin and Joan Felgate, 
� e Olive Garden, Oban for 
their sympathetic catering and 
hospitality. Sincere thanks also 
to all who paid their respects 
at the church and graveside. 
Many thanks to all who gave so 
generously to the North Argyll 
Residents Fund.
SMITH - � e family and loved 
ones would like to thank all 
those who took the time out to 
show their respect for the pass-
ing of Rosemary Smith. We 
very much appreciate the care 
and support too she received 
during her time at Onich. A 
thank you to all in the local 
community.

MEMORIAMS
BINNIE - In everlasting 
memory of Alastair, a treasured 
husband, who died July 11, 2017.
Although you can't be here with 
me
We are truly not apart
Until I take my � nal breath
You will be living in my heart.
Fondest love.
- Isobel. xx
BROWN - Treasured memo-
ries of wonderful parents, dad 
Lachlan, died July 2, 1972, mam 
Annie, died July 4, 2002.
To live in the hearts of those you 
love
Is to never die.
- � eir loving daughter 
Christina, grandchildren 
Alison and Ewan, Dunoon, 
Devon and USA.
BROWN - Remembering with 
love a very dear mum, gran and 
great-gran, Annie, who passed 
away on July 4, 2002, also my 
dear father, Lachlan passed 
away on July 2, 1972.
Our thoughts today are of a 
lonely grave 
Of parents I loved but could not 
save
Where hearts of gold are laid to 
rest
God bless you both you were the 
best.
- Inserted by their loving son 
Lachie, daughter-in-law Sandra 
and family.
CAMERON - In loving mem-
ory of my mother Mary, who 
passed away June 25, 2015.
You always had a smile to share
Time to give and time to care
Always thoughtful, always kind
� ese are the memories you le�  
behind.
- From your loving daughter 
Margaret.
Also loved ones before and a� er.
CRAIG - In loving memory of 
my dear husband Johnnie, who 
passed away July 2, 2017.
Sadly missed along life's way
Quietly remembered every day.
- Isobel.
CRAIG - Precious memories 
of a dear dad, father-in-law and 
papay, Johnnie, who passed 
away on July 2, 2017.
We keep thinking about you 
Even though it pains
We'd give anything to 
Relive those memories again.
- Shirley, Davy, Nicole and 
Kian.

CRAIG - John. In memory of a 
very special brother-in-law.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts you're always 
there
Simply the best.
- Moira, George and family.
CRAIG - In loving memory of 
Johnnie, who passed away July 
2, 2017.
R.I.P. pal.
- Maura and Donnie.
MACINNES - Precious mem-
ories of my loving
husband Eoghan (formerly of 
Isle of Luing), died July
2, 2006.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Mairi, Strollamus.
MACKAY - In loving mem-
ory of our dear mother and 
grandmother Annie, died July 
6, 1998.
Always in our thoughts.
- Family in Inverary and 
Canada.
MACLEAN - July 5, 2007. 
Treasured memories of 
Donald, a loving father and 
grandfather, sadly missed.
Deep in our hearts you'll 
always stay
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Alastair, Cathanne, Jamie, 
Stuart and Ruaraidh xx

MACLELLAN - In loving 
memory of my dear brother 
James MacLellan, godfather, 
uncle and great uncle who died 
July 4, 2017.
Time and years slip slowly by
But love and memories never 
die.
At rest with our Lord where no 
shadows fall.
RIP.
- From Jean and family, 
Ballachulish.
POTTER - In memory of Iain, 
died July 6, 2015, a dear hus-
band, dad and grandpa. Sorely 
missed.
- Katrina, Coogie and family.
POTTER - Treasured memories 
of my dear son and our brother 
Iain, who died July 6, 2015.
Always in our thoughts.
- Love Mum and his sisters Irene 
and Kirsty and their families.
TURNER - Treasured mem-
ories of Dennis, a beloved 
husband and dad, who died July 
3, 1993.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Elizabeth, Julie and Steven, 
Keepers Cottage, Dalmally.



Youngsters from Dalmally, Taynuilt, 
and Lochnell Primary Schools, as 
well as Oban High School, were all 
smiles recently as they picked up 
their prizes for competitions run by 
Oban Rotary.

Sarah Garvin (OHS), Marie Inglis 
(OHS), and Isabelle Goldie (Taynuilt 
PS) were the winners of the writing 
competition at senior, intermediate 
and junior levels respectively.

� ere were no entries for the senior 
photography competition but the 
winners of the intermediate and jun-
ior sections were Anna MacFarlane-
Barrow and Marieclaire Beckett, 

both from Dalmally PS. � e prize 
for Young Musician of the Year for 
2019 went to Anna Tait Westwell 
who has a very impressive CV, both 
in terms of singing and playing mu-
sical instruments, which include the 

clarsach, piano and the � ddle.
Anna has won the clarsach recital 

three times at the Royal National 
MÒd plus the harp medal at the 
Edinburgh Competition Festival, 
and she participates every year at the 

Highlands and Islands Music and 
Dance Festival where she has won in 
several categories.

Also in the pictures are Rotary 
youth convener Dave Walton and 
Rotary president Iain MacIntyre.
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FUNERAL DIRECTORSGRADUATIONS

THOUGHT 
FOR THE WEEK
Happy 4th of July to all American 
readers of � e Oban Times.

� e USA is so prominent in so 
many aspects of our economic and 
cultural life we cannot fail to recog-
nise that this date has signi� cance to 
us and our friends on the other side 
of the pond.

As a wee example of US in� uence, 
here are some of the people and 
things I love about the US of A. 
Bruce Springsteen, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
Bacall, the Empire State Building, 
New York, Bluegrass, the Great 
Plains, Friends, � e Big Bang 
� eory, movies such as O Brother 
Where Art � ou, High Noon, To Kill 
a Mocking Bird, Singing in the Rain, 
and Ernest Hemingway, Franklin D 
Roosevelt, Sandra Bullock and � e 
Blues Brothers.

When the early settlers crossed 
the Atlantic they took dreams of 
religious freedom. A verse from 
Matthew’s Gospel was to underpin 
their e� orts in nation building: You 
are the light of the world. A city built 
on a hill cannot be hidden.

In some sense this has become a 
reality. You can see it in the inspira-
tional Martin Luther King, the writ-
ings of Maya Angelou, the dignity 
of Abraham Lincoln, the rhetoric of 
Barack Obama.

So please, please USA, have the 
Christian compassion that should 
have always been there from the 
beginning and do not let another 
child and her father drown in the 
Rio Grande.

� e lamp shines upon your actions 
– God and the world are witnesses.

Reverend Dugald Cameron
Kilmore and Oban 

Church of Scotland

 

Tel:  
01397 701110 

24 Hour Professional Service 
 

Inverlochy,  
Fort William 

Proudly Owned and Managed by Jamie Manson Cert. FP M.I.F.D.C. & Beth MacBeath 

Rebecca Lauren May BA
Graduated � rst class honours in Childhood Studies from the 
University of the West of Scotland. Rebecca is the daughter 
of Andrew and Roslyn and the granddaughter of Ivor and 

Betty May, Oban, and Iain and Mairia Dunn, Oban. She is a 
former pupil of Strathaven Academy and will commence her 
postgraduate studies in Primary Teaching at the University 

of Strathclyde.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

� e Catholic Church in Scotland will 
welcome � ve more candidates into 
the priesthood in July, with Deacon 
Ronald Campbell to be ordained for 
the Diocese of Argyll and the Isles.

Deacons Mark O’Donnell, Kevin 
Lawrie and Kieran Hamilton will 
be ordained for the Diocese of 
Motherwell, with Deacon William 
McQuillan ordained for the 
Archdiocese of St Andrews and 
Edinburgh.

Six of Scotland’s eight dioceses will 
receive men into the priesthood this 
year, bringing the total number of or-
dinations planned for this year to 10.

Commenting on the news, Bishop 

John Keenan, president of Priests for 
Scotland said: ‘I am delighted that the 
Catholic Church in Scotland, is wel-
coming � ve men into the priesthood 
in July.

‘In recent years, there has been a 
steady and sustained interest from 
men of various ages and backgrounds, 
who have answered God’s call and 
approached our vocations directors 
to apply for seminary.

‘I am particularly grateful to the lay 
faithful for their prayers and support 
in encouraging our young men and 
women to enter religious life. We 
hope that the joy of several ordina-
tions throughout 2019 will bring our 

people closer to the Church, to Christ 
and the teachings of the faith.’

Bishop Joseph Toal, Bishop of 
Motherwell, who hails from Roy 
Bridge, Lochaber, said: ‘It is a 
great blessing for the Diocese of 
Motherwell to have � ve men being 
ordained priests this summer.

‘We thank God for the gi�  of their 
Vocations and look forward to their 
ministry among us. 

‘We are grateful also to all who ac-
companied them on their journey to 
priestly ordination – in their families, 
parishes and seminaries.’

Bishop Brian McGee, Bishop of 
Argyll and the Isles said: ‘I am very 

much looking forward to ordaining 
Deacon Ronald Campbell to the 
priesthood in his home parish of St 
Mary’s, Benbecula this July. 

‘It will be a great occasion for 
Ronald, his family, his island and all 
the diocese.’

Other dioceses to receive men into 
the priesthood this year include 
the Archdiocese of Glasgow – Br 
Antony Connelly; the Archdiocese 
of St Andrews and Edinburgh – 
Patrick Harrigan; the Diocese of 
Dunkeld – Jude Mukoro; the Diocese 
of Motherwell – Charles Coyle; and 
the Diocese of Aberdeen – Dominic 
Nwaigwe.

Catholic church in Argyll and Isles 
welcomes new candidate to priesthood

Youngsters pick up prizes for series of Rotary Club competitions

Youngsters pictured 
clockwise from top 
far left with their 
certi� cates are 
Dalmally Primary 
School, Oban High 
School, Lochnell 
Primary School and 
Taynuilt Primary 
School.
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Fixtures

Camanachd retain Celtic Society Cup

The victorious Oban Camanachd team with the Scottish Sea Farms Celtic Society Cup. Photo: Neil Paterson. 

Oban Camanachd manager Stephen Sloss, centre, with his sons Daniel, 
right, and Matthew, front, along with his nephew Ross Campbell, left.
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup - �nal
Kyles Athletic 1
Oban Camanachd 2
(after extra-time)

Oban Camanachd retained the 
Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup, beating Kyles Athletic 
2-1 in the �nal at the Taynuilt Sports 
Field.

Both teams were without impor-
tant players for this 4.05pm throw 
up. Robbie MacLeod missed out for 
Kyles as he served the second game 
of a two-match suspension. Grant 
Irvine didn’t make an appearance 
and former Newtonmore player 
Paul MacArthur was looking to win 
a clean sweep of senior medals. 

Meantime Daniel MacCuish, who 
has become a key player for Oban 
Camanachd this term, was sidelined 
with a broken thumb. 

�e pitch had been like a bowling 
green the previous evening but was 
swamped by heavy showers ahead 
of throw up which made for tricky 
conditions with the surface sticky 
and splashy in places.

A�er successive wins over Kyles 
Athletic in their two previous 
matches, Oban Camanachd manag-
er Stephen Sloss acknowledged that 
his side were going into the �nal 
as slight favourites and they could 
hardly have got o� to a better start. 

Aidan MacIntyre’s free from just 
outside the centre circle was cleared 
by Callum Miller but only as far 
as Daniel MacVicar who played 
the ball short to Daniel Cameron. 
Cameron’s back-hand strike on goal 
was saved with an outstretched right 
foot by Kyles keeper John Whyte but 

Andrew MacCuish got in ahead of 
Callum Miller to slot the rebound 
home from inside the D and the 
Oban side led 1-0 with only 25 sec-
onds on the clock.

�e Oban Camanachd mid�eld of 
Scott MacMillan, Lorne Dickie and 
Aidan MacIntyre took an early grip 
of the mid�eld and Willie Neilson 
�ashed a snap-shot just by the post.

Before play restarted, Aidan 
MacIntyre needed treatment for 
a calf problem which had been a 
concern in recent games but he was 
able to continue.

Andrew MacCuish had a chance 
from Scott MacMillan’s corner on 
the right on 16 minutes. �e ball 
evaded Callum Miller but MacCuish 
sliced his back-hand e�ort from the 
le� of the D and the ball went well 
wide of goal.

Roddy Macdonald, policed by 
Daniel Sloss, didn’t see much of the 
ball in the early stages and he jinked 
to make space on the le� but his low 

e�ort, following Paul MacArthur’s 
free-hit, went across the goal and 
wide of the far post. 

Kyles were now coming more 
into the �nal and when Roddy 
Macdonald ran onto �omas 
Whyte’s pass and played a low 
diagonal ball across the D, Oban 
Camanachd keeper Cameron 
Sutherland did well to come o� his 
line to foil Ross MacRae.

Kyles had a great chance to draw 
level on 22 minutes when referee 
John Angus Gillies awarded them 
a penalty. Ross MacRae’s low shot 
was saved by Cameron Sutherland 
but Oban Camanachd couldn’t get 
the rebound away. In the scramble 
that ensued, Roddy Macdonald 
went down as he ran away from goal 
and the referee pointed to the spot. 
�omas Whyte took the penalty and 
he struck the ball well enough but 
keeper Sutherland made a magni�-
cent save to his le� with his stick to 
keep his side in front.  

Oban Camanachd went back on 
the o�ensive and Kyles defender 
Neil MacVicar had to help out 
John Whyte as Andrew MacCuish 

prevented him clearing away Willie 
Neilson’s bouncing e�ort and Daniel 
Cameron’s shot from the resulting 
corner rose just over the bar. 

Daniel Madej put in a perfectly 
timed challenge to dispossess Colin 
MacDonald as he broke down the 
le� before Malcolm Clark was next 
to halt the Kyles skipper with anoth-
er good tackle. 

At the other end, John Whyte 
saved with his feet, low by his right 
post, to keep out a Scott MacMillan 
back-hand strike in what was the 
�nal chance of the �rst half. 

George �omson took over from 
Innes Macdonald at half-time in the 
Kyles centre line. 

Whereas Oban Camanachd 
started strongly in the �rst half, 
it was Kyles who were quick out of 
the blocks from the restart. First 
Cameron Sutherland blocked Roddy 
Macdonald’s strike from the right of 
the D following Paul MacArthur’s 
long free-hit from the right. But 
from Paul Macarthur’s corner from 
the right, Roddy Macdonald took 
the ball down and, as he was falling 
forward, he steered it past the keeper 

to make it 1-1 with 47 minutes gone. 
Kyles now had their tails up and 

Cameron Sutherland saved with his 
feet as �omas Whyte stabbed an 
e�ort forward. �e Kyles defence 
had to work hard to defend the re-
sultant corner with Garry Lord and 
Daniel Sloss staying tight on their 
opponents. 

Both sides made changes as 
Conor Kennedy came on for the 
injured Colin MacDonald for Kyles 
whilst Oban Camanachd sent Blair 
MacFarlane on for Aidan MacIntyre.

Andrew MacCuish allowed a diag-
onal ball from Daniel Cameron to 
run across his body before sending 
his e�ort from the le� wide of the 
far post as the �nal approached the 
hour mark.

Oban Camanachd were dominat-
ing again and they almost went back 
in front when Willie Neilson’s low 
snap-shot from distance came o� 
keeper Whyte’s le� post. 

A ferocious shot from Blair 
MacFarlane hit Callum Miller on 
the side of the head but he was 
able to play on following treatment 
although he did go up front shortly 
a�er with Roddy Macdonald 
dropping back into defence with 20 
minutes remaining.

�e teams exchanged chances 
as Andrew MacCuish sent a drive 
by the right post before Callum 
Miller found George �omson, who 
dragged his shot wide of the keeper’s 
le� post.

John Whyte had to come quickly 
o� his line as Andrew MacCuish 
scooped a free into the danger area 
and George �omson saw his shot 
de�ected away to safety by Malcolm 
Clark.

Oban Camanachd made their 
second change as Ross Campbell 
replaced Willie Neilson with eight  
minutes to go.

Oban Camanachd �nished strong-
ly and referee John Angus Gillies 
�ashed the �rst yellow card of the 
�nal on 85 minutes when Rupert 
Williamson chopped down Daniel 
MacVicar, who was on a dangerous 
run, cutting in from the le�. 

Andrew MacCuish’s shot from 
the le� came o� John Whyte’s heel 

Saturday July 6
Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup third round
Caberfeidh v Lochaber  
Brian MacKay
Kingussie v Kyles Athletic 
Archie Ritchie
Newtonmore v Skye  
Graham Cameron – 3pm

Bullough Cup semi �nal
Glenorchy  v Glasgow MA
Ewan MacDonald
Lochside v Kyles Athletic 
Graham Fisher

Mowi Premiership
Kilmallie v Kinlochshiel   
Calum Girvan – 3pm
Lovat v Inveraray  
Deek Cameron – 3pm

Mowi National Division
Glenurquhart v Beauly   
Andy Maclean – 3pm
Oban Celtic v Glasgow MA 
Iain Kennedy

Bute v Fort William  
Robert Baxter 

Mowi North Division 1
Aberdeen Uni v Fort William  
Steven MacLachlan
Glenurquhart v Caberfeidh   
Callum Du� – noon
Lovat v  Kingussie   
Deek Cameron – noon
Newtonmore  v Kinlochshiel  
Ross Brown – noon
Skye v Inverness 
John Wood

Mowi South Division 1
Ballachulish v Inveraray  
Lachie Wood

Mowi North Division 2
Boleskine v Beauly   
David Mitchell 
Lewis v Strathglass  – TBC
Kilmallie v Strathspey  
Des McNulty – noon
Lochcarron v Inverness   
John Angus Gillies 

(All throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated)
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Results

Camanachd retain Celtic Society Cup
Friday June 28
Mowi National Division
Strathglass 0 v 5 Glenurquhart 

Saturday June 29
Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup � nal
Kyles Ath 1 v 2  Oban Camanachd
(after extra time)

Artemis Macaulay Cup
second round (North)
Kingussie 4 v 3 Caberfeidh
(after extra time)
Lovat 1 v 2 Newtonmore

Strathdearn Cup 
second round
Glenurquhart 5 v 1 Skye 
Lovat 3 v 5 Newtonmore
Kingussie 3 v 2 Fort William
(after extra time)
Boleskine 1 v 3 Kilmallie

Mowi Premiership
Kinlochshiel 0 v 2 Inveraray
Kilmallie 1 v 3 Lochaber 

Mowi National Division
Bute 1 v 4 Oban Celtic
Fort William 7 v 0 Beauly
Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 v 1 Skye

Mowi North Division 1
Kinlochshiel P v P Aberdeen Uni
To be rescheduled
Caberfeidh 0 v 1 Inverness

Mowi South Division 1
Inveraray 3 v 3 Ballachulish

Mowi North Division 2
Beauly 2 v 0 Strathspey 
Strathglass 4 v 6 Lochcarron

Mowi South Division 2
Bute 0 v 0 Oban Celtic

Scott MacMillan, Oban Camanachd, won man of the match and 
received the Donnie MacNiven medal. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn 

although the goalie knew little about 
it and Daniel MacVicar went close 
soon a� er, under pressure from 
Andrew King, following a mazy run.

Innes Macdonald came back on 
with a limping Rupert Williamson 
departing.

Oban Camanachd continued to 
press and they could have won it 
at the death as MacCuish played in 
MacVicar but he couldn’t get a shot 
on target.

Roddy Macdonald was key at the 
back as Kyles weathered the storm 
and the Tighnabruaich men � nished 
the match with a late � urry with 
Oban defender Garry Lord taking 
charge and Malcolm Clark booked 
for a late swing at Conor Kennedy, 
right on the � nal whistle. 

It would now take extra-time to 
� nd a winner. 

John Whyte came quickly o�  
line to get a ball into the D before 
Andrew MacCuish, whilst a long 
ball forward from � omas Whyte 
wasn’t dealt with by the Oban 
defence and Cameron Sutherland 
made a stunning reaction save from 
Conner Kennedy but o� side was 
given. Malcolm Clark came o�  for 
Craig Easton, who was a late addi-
tion to the Oban Camanachd squad 
a� er Keith MacMillan was unable 
to get away from work on Saturday 
morning.  

� e � nal now swung Kyles’ way 
and they forced a couple of corners.

Callum Miller went down with 
a hamstring injury as the � rst half 
of extra-time closed and Colin 
MacDonald returned to the � eld of 
play. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£2950

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
M Gillies, Glenlonan Rd, Taynuilt
&
C Fleming, Dalintart Dr, Oban

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900



�e Oban Times
Thursday 4 July 201950 SHINTY

Continued from page 49.

Kyles player/manager 
Dunky Kerr came on for Ross 
MacRae for the second half of 
extra-time.

Cramp and injury was 
a�ecting a number of players 
but not Daniel Cameron who 
tried hard to get away from 
Roddy Macdonald and his 
back-hand drive went close.

�ere were now just 10 
minutes remaining and 
Oban Camanachd looked the 
stronger of the two sides.  

Scott MacMillan collected 
a yellow card for dissent 
and the winning goal came 
with just a couple of minutes 
remaining. 

Andrew MacCuish scored 
both goals when Iain Hay’s 
Oban Camanachd side took 
the trophy last year, their �rst 
senior success since 2005, 
and he was the match-winner 
once more. Daniel MacVicar 
did really well to keep the 
ball in play wide on the le� 
and Daniel Cameron turned 
Roddy Macdonald before 
slipping the ball inside to 
Andrew MacCuish in a cen-
tral position and his deadly 
�nish on his le� side beat the 
keeper low to his le� to make 
it 2-1. 

Oban �nished the contest 
on the attack and Daniel 
Cameron drew a late foul 
in the corner on the Oban 
le�. However, there was just 
enough time for Daniel Sloss 
to break up one last Kyles 
foray up the �eld before ref-
eree John Angus Gillies, who 
was in control throughout, 
sounded the �nal whistle 
and he was given the coveted 
Jack Asher memorial whistle 
a�erwards. 

Scott MacMillan worked 
tirelessly throughout the 
�nal, supplying good ball 
from the right side, and he 
was awarded the Duncan J 
McNiven memorial medal as 
man of the match. 

Oban Camanachd captain 
Daniel Cameron stepped 
forward, for the second 
successive season, to collect 
the Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup from Donald Fletcher 
from the society and sponsors 
Scottish Sea Farms.

Oban Camanachd manager 

Stephen Sloss was delighted 
a�erwards. He said: ‘It was 
a tough game and both sides 
had chances but I felt we were 
the �tter team and we showed 
that by scoring near the end 
and that’s the boys’ reward 
for training hard every week.

‘One of the most pleasing 
aspects is the number of 
young players that featured 
in the �nal. Ross Campbell 
(15), Blair MacFarlane (16), 
Daniel Sloss (16), Cameron 
Sutherland (19), Craig Easton 
(19) and Daniel MacVicar 
(20) can all be involved for 
many years to come.    

‘We’ve now beaten Kyles 
three times in a row and 
it’s been a while since that’s 
happened. We have younger 
lads in the side who have been 
used to winning these games 
since they were playing at 
primary school age so there 
are no mental blocks to 
overcome.

‘We have seen dominant 
teams in the Celtic society 
over the years and it was 
important for us to retain the 
trophy. �is was a big step for 
Oban Camanachd as it sends 
out a message to our rivals.’

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup – quarter 
�nals 
Lovat 1
Newtonmore 2
Lovat and Newtonmore met 
for the third time this month 
and the fourth time this 
season in a 3pm throw up at 
Balgate. 

’More took the lead through 
Iain Robinson on 28 minutes. 
�e ball was played out to the 
right corner to Evan Menzies, 
who spotted Robinson’s run 
and the youngster sent the 
ball low into the net from the 
edge of the box. 

Lovat levelled on the 
stroke of half-time. Calum 
MacAulay picked out Lorne 
MacKay in space and he 
ran forward. Rory Kennedy 
looked to clear but was caught 
out by MacLachlan who won 
possession before scoring to 
make it 1-1 at the break.

It was end-to-end in the 
�rst half with ’More keeper 

Kenny Ross having to make 
the bigger saves.    

Newtonmore regained the 
lead four minutes into the sec-
ond half. Fraser Heath played 
a free-hit forward from the 
right of the Lovat defence but 
the home forwards couldn’t 
keep possession and the ball 
was played straight back 
up�eld to Iain Robinson, who 
hit a waist-high shot on the 
run which gave keeper Stuart 
MacDonald no chance. 

Raymond Rennie went close 
to a leveller with a spectacular 
e�ort.  

Kingussie 4
Caberfeidh 3
(a�er extra-time)
Kingussie will meet neigh-
bours Newtonmore in the 
Artemis Macaulay Cup 
semi-�nals a�er they edged 
out Caberfeidh 4-3 a�er ex-
tra-time in their 3pm throw 
up at the Dell.

�is tie remained in the 
balance throughout two 
exhilarating hours of shinty. 
Savio Genini put the Kings 
ahead on 12 minutes and 
they stayed in front until a 
minute from time when Ally 
MacLennan levelled. 

Kevin Bartlett gave Cabers 
the lead six minutes into 
extra-time but Ruaridh 
Anderson made it 2-2 just a 
couple of minutes later. 

Cabers regained the advan-
tage when Craig Morrison 

Willie Neilson and Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish celebrate 
MacCuish scoring the winner in the Celtic Society Cup 
�nal. Inset: ‘Papa’ with the trophy. Photos: Kevin McGlynn

scored a minute a�er only for 
Liam Borthwick to make it 
3-3 on 115 minutes.

�e tie was just a minute 
away from a penalty shoot-
out when Savio Genini got 
his second to give the Kings a 
thrilling 4-3 victory. 

Mowi Premiership
Kilmallie 1
Lochaber 3
Lochaber moved out of the 
relegation zone a�er beating 
Kilmallie 3-1 at the Canal 
Parks.

Ben Delaney put Lochaber 
ahead on 26 minutes and 
Findlay MacDonald added a 
second on 34 minutes. 

Liam MacDonald pulled a 
goal back �ve minutes before 
the break but Ben Delaney got 
his second to make it 3-1 on 
71 minutes. 

Kinlochshiel 0 
Inveraray 2
Inveraray boosted their 
chances of beating the drop 
when they won for the second 
successive match; beating 
Kinlochshiel 2-0 in their 1pm 
throw up at Kirkton.

’Shiel manager Johnston 
Gill had Scott Kennedy 
back in goal. John MacRae 
was passed �t to start whilst 
Jordan Fraser started on 
the bench. Keith MacRae 
was also listed amongst the 
reserves but didn’t feature.  

Inveraray boss Ruaraidh 
Graham travelled north with 
his usual squad. 

�ere was a minute’s silence 
ahead of throw up to mark 
the passing of former ’Shiel 
player Innes MacRae.

Connor Howe gave 
Inveraray the lead on 35 min-
utes and Alan MacDonald 
added a second a couple of 
minutes later.

Mowi National 
Division
Bute 1 
Oban Celtic 4
Oban Celtic recovered from 
the loss of an early goal to 
beat Bute 4-1 in their 2.30pm 
throw up at the Meadows,

With their colt teams meet-
ing at the same venue earlier 
in the day, this match was 
part of a double-header. 

Bute’s Iain McDonald was 
banned but Scott Harvey was 
free of his one-game suspen-
sion. Young Stewart Stirling 
was excellent in the Bute goal 
in place of Kevin Queen.

Oban Celtic travelled 
without Ally McKerracher, 
Michael MacKinnon, Lewis 
Mcphee and Rory Bruce, who 
is likely to miss the remainder 
of the season with the recur-
rence of a shoulder injury.    

Bute took the lead from a 
corner on seven minutes. 
Craig MacMillan slipped 
on the greasy surface as he 
went for the ball and Leon 
McMillan took advantage as 
he ran to the front post before 
sending the ball �rst-time 
into the net. 

Ross MacMillan sent two 
e�orts over the bar before he 
equalised on 37 minutes. �e 
ball was played forward from 
defence and MacMillan beat 
his man before shooting low 
and hard into the net. 

Daniel MacMillan put the 
visitors ahead �ve minutes 
before the break. �e ball 
was played up from the wing 
to Lennon Campbell, whose 
hold-up play was a feature of 
the game, and held possession 
up before playing the ball to 
the side to Daniel MacMillan 

who got away from his mark-
er and he took a touch before 
striking the ball low into the 
net.

Oban Celtic continued 
where they had le� o� a�er 
the restart; Daniel MacMillan 
got his second on 65 minutes. 
�e ball was sent up to Andy 
MacDonald who played it 
across to Lennon Campbell 
and Daniel MacMillan made 
a run before hitting a 25-yard 
shot into the roof of the net to 
make it 3-1.  

When Jamie Anderson sent 
a corner from the right to 
the back post on 78 minutes, 
Daniel MacMillan stole in 
ahead of his marker and he 
ri�ed a 25-yard shot into the 
roof of the net to complete his 
hat-trick, notching the goal of 
the game into the bargain. 

Oban Celtic had a late 
claim for a penalty when 
Ross MacMillan got past 
two players as he cut inside. 
MacMillan seemed to be tak-
en down late inside the D but 
referee David Mitchell waved 
away the pleas.

Speaking a�erwards, Oban 
Celtic assistant manager Les 
Kinvig said: ‘It was a good 
win and we scored some good 
goals.

‘We have Glasgow Mid 
Argyll at Moss�eld this 
Saturday and these are 
the games you play to test 
yourself. 

‘Mark Bain is their manager 
and he’s a good player also. 
Of course we know him from 
his time at Oban Celtic, many 
moons ago.

‘It was a boost to have Andy 
MacDonald back a�er injury 
this week and hopefully 
Michael MacKinnon and 
Lewis Mcphee will be back 
for the GMA match.’ 

Fort William 7
Beauly 0
�e Fort William juggernaut 
continued apace as Victor 
Smith’s men maintained 
their 100 per cent league 
record, winning for the ninth 
successive league match, as 
they defeated fourth-placed 
Beauly 7-0 at An Aird.  

Lewis Morrison gave the 

Oban Camanachd assistant 
manager Kenny Wotherspoon 
with his children Millie and 
Fraser. Photo: Kevin McGlynn

Kinlochshiel’s Mark MacDonald and Inveraray’s Connor 
Howe battle for the bal during last Saturday’s Mowi 
Premiership match at the Winterton. Photo: Stephen Lawson
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Saints back in training
FOOTBALL

In preparation for the new season in the Central 
Scottish  AFL, Oban Saints returned to pre-season 
training on Monday night.
 Fitness coach Jemma Campbell and co-managers 
Donald Campbell, Willie Gemmell and coach Jamie 
Graham put the squad through their paces.
 The club is looking to strengthen its squad for the 
coming season so players, who think they can play at 
the highest level, will be made more than welcome at 
pre-season training.
 Saints secretary David Buchanan said: ‘It’s going to 
be an exciting time for the club this season running 
two teams. The �rst team will be playing in the highly 
competitive Central Scottish AFL and the second team 
in the Greater Glasgow League.’
 The �rst team’s pre-season schedule starts with 
the D & K La�erty Cup tournament on Saturday July 
13, followed by three 90-minute �xtures. The �rst of 
these is a home game against Port Glasgow United on 
Saturday July 20, followed by another home �xture on 
Saturday July 27 against former Scottish Cup winners 
Shortlees, who Saints beat in the semi-�nal of the West 
of Scotland Cup last season. The squad then travel to 
Inverness on Saturday August 3 to take on high-�ying 
North Caledonian League side Inverness Athletic.  
 This game will take place on the 4G pitch at Inverness 
Royal Academy with a 1pm kick-o�. The Oban side will 
be staying in Inverness on the Saturday night. 
 The second team are in the process of arranging their 
pre-season programme.

Fort a seven-minute lead and 
Lewis Clark made it 2-0 on 12 
minutes. 

Arran MacPhee on 35 
minutes and Lewis Morrison 
on 39 and 41 minutes, com-
pleting his hat-trick, made it 
5-0 at the break. 

Arran MacPhee went on to 
complete his hat-trick with 
second half goals on 55 and 
62 minutes to make it 7-0.

Strathglass 0
Glenurquhart 5
�e derby between Strathglass 
and Glenurquhart at Cannich 
was brought forward to 
Friday June 28 with a 7pm 
throw up. 

James MacPherson scored 
four times and Connor 
Golabek got the other in the 
Glen’s 5-0 win. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 3 
Skye Camanachd 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll came 
from a goal down to beat Skye 
Camanachd 3-1 at Yoker.

Jordan Murchison gave 
Skye the lead with a penalty 
a�er four minutes but GMA 
player/manager Mark Bain 
made the di�erence as his 
hat-trick of goals on 7, 34 and 
76 minutes gave the hosts a 
3-1 win. 

Strathdearn Cup 
– quarter finals
Boleskine 1
Kilmallie 3
�e Kilmallie second team 
won for the ��h successive 
match, beating Boleskine 3-1 
at Smith Park.

Ross MacKenzie gave 
Kilmallie a 2-0 interval 
cushion with goals on 18 and 
45 minutes. 

Sandy Fraser pulled a goal 
back on the hour but, when 
referee Brian MacKay award-
ed the visitors a penalty a 
couple of minutes from time, 
Ben MacKinnon converted 
from the spot. 

Kingussie 3
Fort William 3
(a�er extra-time – Fort 
William won 2-0 on penalties) 

It took penalties to separate 
the Kingussie and Fort 
William seconds in their 
noon throw up at the Dell.

Michael Slimon put the 
Kings ahead on 17 minutes 
but Donnie Walker levelled a 
minute later. 

Eoin Baikie put the Kings 
back in front on 23 minutes 
but Cal Brown drew the Fort 
level for a second time just 
three minutes later. 

Kingussie took the lead for 
a third time through Jordan 
Reid on 96 minutes but Scott 
Knox made it 3-3 on 109 
minutes. 

With no further scoring in 
this entertaining encounter, 
referee Callum Du� took the 
tie to an extra-time period. 

When the additional 30 
minutes failed to produce a 
winner, the outcome was de-
cided via a penalty shoot-out. 

Donnie Walker and Cal 
Brown converted their spot-
hits to give Fort William a 2-0 
shoot-out triumph.   

Elsewhere, the Newtonmore 
and Glenurquhart teams also 
reached the semi �nals. 

Mowi North 
Division 1
Caberfeidh 0
Inverness 1 
�e Inverness �rst team beat 
the Caberfeidh colts 1-0 at 
Castle Leod.

Drew McNeil scored the 
only goal of the game a�er 38 
minutes. 

Mowi South 
Division 1
Inveraray 3
Ballachulish 3
Ballachulish came from 
behind to draw 3-3 with 
the Inveraray seconds in 
their 1pm throw up at the 
Winterton.

A good start from Inveraray 
saw them take the lead a�er 
a minute when neat play up 
front saw Campbell Watt go 
through on goal and he drib-
bled forward before slotting 
the ball past the keeper from 
close range. 

Inveraray extended their 
lead on 25 minutes through 
Campbell Watt again as he 
struck the ball from the edge 
of the D, low and hard into 
the bottom right to make it 

2-0. Ballachulish then began 
to apply plenty of pressure 
and they pulled a goal back 
with �ve minutes remaining 
of the �rst half with the 
goal coming from Duncan 
MacDonald. 

A well-worked corner on 
50 minutes saw Ballachulish 
score again. A short corner 
found Conner MacGregor, 
who hit a �owing shot into 
the back of the net and that 
goal drew Ballachulish level. 

�e game was not level 
for long though as, on 56 
minutes, Campbell Watt 
completed his hat-trick with 
his shot from distance �nding 
the bottom le� corner of the 
goal to put Inveraray ahead 
once again. 

However, with 10 minutes 
remaining, Dougie Rankin 
got Ballachulish back level as 
he got on the end of a shy into 
the D which the Inveraray 
defence failed to deal with 
and he half-volleyed the ball 
past the keeper to make it 3-3.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Strathglass 4 
Lochcarron 6
League leaders Lochcarron 
were back in action and �ve-
goal Gregor Cushnie helped 
them beat the Strathglass 
second team 6-4 at Cannich.

Elsewhere, second placed 
Strathspey lost 2-0 against 
third placed Beauly seconds 
at Braeview Park with Rory 
Tuach scoring both.

Mowi South 
Division 2
Bute 0
Oban Celtic 0
�e Bute seconds and the 
Oban Celtic seconds drew 0-0 
in their noon throw up at the 
Meadows.

Lochaber double scorer Ben Delaney takes the ball from 
Kilmallie’s Robbie McFadyen. Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

�is was a good game 
and both sides were mainly 
made up from promising 
youngsters with a few older 
heads thrown in. Oban Celtic 
dominated the �nal half hour 
but just missed that bit of 
composure in front of goal. 

WCA round up
Mowi National 
Division
Badenoch 3
Skye Camanachd 4
�e much-anticipated sec-
ond meeting of the season 
between Badenoch and Skye 
Camanachd took place at the 
Dell.

Badenoch were 2-1 winners 
when the sides met in Portree 
on the opening day of the sea-
son but Skye turned the tables 
with a 4-3 victory in this one. 

Skye led 3-0 at the break 
before seeing o� a second half 
Badenoch �ght-back. 

Megan Ralph, Zoe Reid and 
Kirsty Deans scored for the 
hosts with Sarah Corrigall’s 
brace and strikes from Lorna 
MacRae and Emma Gordon 
giving Skye the win they 
needed. 

Lochaber 3
Aberdour 2
Lochaber beat Aberdour 
3-2 at Spean Bridge. Kirsty 
Delaney, Mairi Duncan and 
Caitlin MacDonald got the 
Lochaber goals.

Ardnamurchan 3
Glenurquhart 3
Ardnamurchan drew 3-3 
with Glenurquhart in their 
noon throw up at the astro 
pitch in Strontian.

Glasgow Mid Argyll 3
Strathspey 1 
Glasgow Mid Argyll beat 
Strathspey 3-1 in their 
1.30pm throw up at Yoker. 

Action from the Mowi National Division women’s match 
between Badenoch and Skye Camanachd which the 
Skianachs won 4-3. Photo: Neil Paterson

MOTO 3

Superb comeback from 
McPhee as he delivers 
top �ve �nish in Assen
Oban’s John McPhee had an excellent raceday at Assen 
last weekend, �nishing in �fth position after a great 
performance, despite starting from the seventh row of 
the grid.

Although he would take o� from 20th place on 
the grid, John used his pace to steadily gain places, 
making up 15 before the chequered �ag. He reached 
the leading group in the �nal part of the race, getting 
past several from that pack to claim his �fth place. John 
now occupies eighth in the standings of the World 
Championship with a total of 58 points.

After the race McPhee said: ‘That was one of the 
toughest races I’ve ever experienced. Throughout the 
weekend I had been able to set a good pace riding 
alone, but the crash in qualifying forced me to start 
from far back on the grid. The �rst laps were crazy, with 
a lot of riders doing risky manoeuvres. Reaching the 
front group was di�cult, but �nishing in P5 is a great 
result that gains me some positions in the standings.

The next event for the PETRONAS Sprinta Racing rider 
will be the German GP, held at Sachsenring from July 5 
to 7. ‘I can’t wait to get to Sachsenring. Last year I got on 
the podium there, so I’m looking forward to the race,’ 
he said.

John McPhee in action at the Dutch Grand Prix in 
Assen.
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It’s sort of sod’s law that after a week of beautiful 
weather, Sunday turned out to be a cold, wet miserable 
day for the Dalmally Three Man Team Stableford. 

Despite that, 18 teams turned up for what turned out 
to be one of the closest contested competitions in the 
event’s history. 

With predictions of light rain showers, the persistent 
drizzle turned to a heavy rain that made life miserable 
for the players and brought out the best in Argyll 
golfers. Even with the adversity, the leaders shot some 
impressive scores. Playing the best two out of three 
scores, the three-man teams racked up a number of 
below pars. Head to head were Taynuilt ‘C’ (David 
Howie, Allan Stewart and Robert MacClarty) and 
Taynuilt ‘B’, both coming in with an impressive 82 
points. The ‘B’ team, headed by Kevin Mills, along with 
Jim McLean and Sam Hutchison pipped the ‘C’ team  on 
the better back nine. Meanwhile the home interest was 
between Dalmally’s  ‘2½s’  and ‘Dalmally A’ , both on 77, 
but with the ‘2½s’ squeezing into third after the count 
going down to the last six holes. Tight? It couldn’t have 
been closer. 

The Dalmally ‘2½s’ –  captained by Dalmally club 
captain Graeme MacKechnie and including James 
MacMillan and Lewis MacMillan (11 years) – brought 
the combination of experience and youth required 
to get into the prizes.  Some consolation came to Jim 
Livingstone, captain of Dalmally A men, winning the 
nearest-to-the-line competition.

Other prizes included: Nearest The Pin
1/10 – James MacMillan (Dalmally)
3/12 – Donnie Campbell (Inveraray)
5/14 – Kevin Keen  (Glencruitten)
7/16 – Angus MacGillivary (Dalmally)
The sweep was won by Ashley Dowell of Taynuilt.
At the prizegiving, Club Captain Graeme MacKechnie 

thanked the members of the 18 teams who played, 
recognising their great support for the competition 
and the club, and said that turning up in such adverse 
conditions was a testament to the camaraderie and 
mutual friendship among all the local clubs. He also 
thanked all the members of the club who had helped 
provide great hospitality to the players throughout the 
day. 

Graeme also hoped that those playing would be able 
to go along to the Dalmally Gents’ Open on Sunday 
July 28, when hopefully the conditions would be much 
easier. 

To enter the Dalmally Gents Open, e-mail dalmally-
gentsgolf@outlook.com or phone 0789 991 4429. 

Three-man Stableford

�e Cadden Cup golf com-
petition between Tobermory 
Golf Club and Vaul Golf 
Club, Tiree, was instigated by 
dentist brothers Gilbert and 
Jack Cadden aided and abet-
ted by Harry Rutter, founder 
member of Vaul Golf Club. 

�e competition began in 
1969 in Tobermory and the 
match was a draw which led to 
a sudden death play-o� which 
Tobermory’s player Duncan 
MacIver won on the �rst hole. 
Sam Cadden (Gilbert’s son) 
was �rst reserve for Vaul and 
caddied for the 16-year-old 
James Rutter (Harry’s son), 
who lost the play-o�. 

Fi�y years on, in 2019, the 
50th match was played at 
Vaul and during the week 
leading up to the match Sam 
Cadden was �rst reserve for 
Tobermory until they found 
a 12th man. James Rutter was 
the only player in both teams 
to have played in both the �rst 
and 50th matches and he won 
this time.

On Saturday June 8 the 
Tobermory golfers arrived by 
fast rib at 9.45am and came 
to Vaul for breakfast. �e 
Western Approaches Cup, an 
individual competition for 
members of both clubs, was 
played for and was won, with 
a score of 41 points, by Tim 
Gardiner from Tobermory. 

Alasdair Mitchell was the 
winning Vaul player with a 
score of 37 points. Donald 
Brown, Tobermory, won 

Vaul golfers win 
50th Cadden Cup

the gents’ longest drive and 
nearest the pin and Suzanne 
Cadden, Vaul won the ladies’ 
longest drive. Sam Cadden 
was given a special prize as he 
was 50cm from the pin on the 
��h green.

On Sunday June 9, both 
captains, Donald MacLean, 
Tobermory and Jessie Gray, 
Vaul, presented their pairings 
for the Cadden Cup matches 
and the golfers set o� for the 
50th playing of the cup. 

Special �ags graced the 
greens, the teams were kitted 
out in special team shirts and 
each player received a compli-
mentary CC golf ball. 

�e logo which was used on 
all of these was designed by 

James Rutter’s wife Anne in 
Australia. A fun nine-hole 
Stableford competition also 
took place for those not in 
the teams and this was won 
by David Weatherson with a 
score of 24 points.

As the Cadden Cup matches 
came through the halfway 
stage, Vaul seemed to be 
doing well but a wise captain 
never counts her chickens. 

However, both ladies’ 
matches were won by Vaul 
and in the gents’ matches 
four were won by Vaul, one 
lost and one halved making 
Vaul the winners by 6.5 to 
1.5. An impressive victory 
making for great celebration 
on home soil. 

Members of both clubs were 
delighted to welcome along 
past players to the weekend 
and it was a real pleasure to 
have members of the Cadden 
family present – Sam and 
Suzanne (Gilbert’s children) 
and Irene (Jack’s daughter) 
and her husband Gilbert.

Jessie Gray thanked every-
one for attending, the Cadden 
family, Tobermory Golf Club, 
her committee and members 
of Vaul for all the help given 
in preparation for this special 
event and the hope is to 
defend the cup successfully in 
Tobermory next year.

Members of Vaul and Tobermory golf clubs with the Cadden Cup, won by Vaul.

Oban Lorne mini rugby team say goodbye to Allan

Oban Lorne mini rugby team 
held a barbecue last week for 
the end of term, which included 
special presentations to Allan 
Wright, who is leaving to take 
up the role of Active Schools 
Coordinator.

�e P7s also had a fantastic 
send-o� as they start at Oban 
High School a�er the summer.

Allan 
says his 
good-
byes to 
some 
mini 
rugby 
players.

Oban Lorne mini rugby club with Allan Wright and their coaches.

A spokesperson for the club 
said: ‘We wish them all the 
best and hope they continue 
to enjoy their rugby. �e Minis 
will meet again from August on 
a Wednesday night from 6-7pm 
and training is open for all 
youngsters from P1 to P7 ages.’

MINI RUGBY

Results from Glencruitten
Alistair MacLean leads the Championship at Glencruit-
ten with scores of 63, 62 = 125. Alan McKie is second 
with 66, 61 = 126 and Sean Dunsta�nage is third with 
67, 60 = 127.

Sean also leads the Handicap Championship with net 
scores of 62, 55 = 117, followed by Alan Mckie on 63,59 
= 122, and Alistair MacLean with scores of 62, 61 = 123. 

On Saturday the second round of the Senior 
Championship and George Smith second round takes 
place, followed on Sunday by the Mixed Open and on 
Tuesday a Stableford.

The picturesque setting of Dalmally Golf Club.
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Home is where the heart is 
for Oban golf ace Robert

Robert MacIntyre dropped in at his home club last week before embarking on the Open 
season in July. Photos: Bounce Sports.

Oban golf sensation Robert 
MacIntyre is heading into 
what is arguably the biggest 
month in his professional 
career.

Today (� ursday, July 4) he 
is teeing o�  at Lahinch Old 
Course, County Clare in the 
Irish Open. Driving forward 
to July 11 the local hero will 
be back on home turf when he 
competes the 148th Scottish 
Open at � e Renaissance 
Club, North Berwick.

And, on July 18, the 
22-year-old former shinty 
player will swing into action 
at the Dunluce Links Course 
in Royal Portrush, Northern 
Ireland, to compete against 
some of the world’s best golf-
ers in the British Open.

Despite his meteoric rise in 
the pro golf circuit over the 
last year, MacIntyre admits to 
being a true home boy.

Speaking at his home club, 
Glencruitten, where his 
dad Dougie is greenkeeper, 
Robert, or Bob when he is at 
home, said: ‘I love it here. I’m 
always going to be in Oban, 
it’s comfort for me.

‘I’m a home boy really and 
if I can spend time with my 
family and friends and come 
up to the club and chat to folk 
here then it’s a big deal to me.

‘It doesn’t matter whether I 
am playing well or I am play-
ing rubbish. I come up here 

and the boys will give you 
a good laugh and bring you 
back down to earth anyway.’

A former shinty player 
with Oban Camanachd, – 
although his dad currently 
coaches Oban Celtic – 
MacIntyre played his � rst 
competition at Glencruitten 
at the age of eight along with 
his friend best friend Ally 
MacLean. His score that day 
was 100.

‘I was so nervous playing in 
my � rst tournament,’ he re-
called. ‘It felt massive – little 
did we know then what was to 
come,’ he added.

‘� e two of us still play most 
nights together when I’m 
free.’

A le� -hander, MacIntyre 
� rst o� ered the rest of the 
country a glimpse of his talent 
in 2013, when he became the 
� rst player to win the Scottish 
Youths’ Championship and 
Scottish Boys’ Open Stroke-
Play Championship in the 
same year.

� at historic double saw 
him pick up the coveted 
Adam Hunter Award at the 
2014 Scottish Golf Awards 
and it has been onwards and 
upwards ever since for the 
Glencruitten player.

Having turned professional 
in late 2017, MacIntyre 
made the � nal stage of the 
European Tour Q-school. He 
� nished tied for 37th place to 
secure a 2018 Challenge Tour 
card.

In August last year, he lost pany,’ he admitted.
‘I’m not great in my own 

company, I’d rather be o�  
having a carry-on somewhere 

to Kim Koivu in a play-o�  
for the Vierumaki Finnish 
Challenge and then had 
an exceptional end to the 
season. He � nished tied for 
fourth in the Monaghan Irish 
Challenge, lost a play-o�  to 
Víctor Perez in the Foshan 
Open and tied for sixth in the 
Ras Al Khaimah Challenge 
Tour Grand Final.

His good � nish to the 
season li� ed him to 12th in 
the Challenge Tour Order of 
Merit, to earn a place on the 
European Tour for 2019.

In May MacIntyre was a 
joint runner-up in the 2019 
Betfred British Masters, 
helped by an eagle-birdie 
� nish and two weeks later he 
was runner-up in the Made 
in Denmark tournament, 
a stroke behind Bernd 
Wiesberger.

� e jet set lifestyle that 
many on the pro tour enjoy 
doesn’t appeal so much to 
the 22-year-old from Oban 
however.

‘Last year I was travelling 

with my mates, this year it’s 
been harder. I’m out there 
on my own and it’s all about 
being good in your own com-

Bob’s second sporting love is shinty. He got some 
keepy-uppy practise in on his visit home last week.

Bob keeps his eye in with a  
round at Glencruitten 

with my mates, but I’m trying 
to learn.’

Qualifying for the British 
Open in his debut season on 
the European Tour, however, 
has li� ed the spirits of the 
young Scot, who is viewing 
the Scottish Open at North 
Berwick with just as much 
excitement.

‘It won’t sink in until I’m on 
the course and seeing guys 
like Tiger (Woods) and Phil 
(Mickleson),’ he said of the 
British.

‘I didn’t really expect it from 
the way I had been playing. It 
was a case of making cuts and 
going backwards, making 
cuts and going backwards.

‘I always believed however 
that once I got going and that 
the momentum was with me 
that I could go anywhere in 
the game. Hopefully I can 
go to that place over the next 
month.

‘Playing on home ground 
in front of a home crowd in 
the Scottish is going to be 
massive.’

On writing this article 
bookmakers Coral have given 
MacIntyre a 200/1 chance of 
winning at Royal Portrush  
with William Hill slashing 
him further to 150/1.

He joins fellow Scots Paul 
Lawrie (250/1) and Russell 
Knox (81) in the � eld. Brooks 
Koepka and Rory McIlroy 
were joint favourites at 8/1 
with Tiger Woods just behind 
on 9/1. MacIntyre has made 
14 cuts in the 16 tournaments 
he has played in this season.
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Martial arts

Kyokushinkai Karate
The clubs in Oban and Lochgilphead held 
grading tests over the weekend of June 
15-16. A great e� ort was shown over the 
weekend with most students passing the 
test. Notably Paul Mackay of the Oban club 
was tested for his second degree black belt 
(2nd dan) and passed with � ying colours. 
Paul now joins a very select few that have 
made it to that level from the Oban Kyok-
ushinkai club. The test included a � tness 
section, a technical section, a breaking 
section and a � ghting section where Paul 
took on 20 fresh opponents one after the 
other.

Instructor Iain Rodger attended a nation-
al training camp from June 28-30 and will 
be conducting grading tests for Kyokush-
inkai students from around the UK.

Classes continue as normal through 
the school holidays and beginners are 
welcome from now until the end of Sep-
tember.

For further information on the Oban 
Kyokushinkai Karate club please contact 
Iain Rodger (6th dan) for a friendly chat 
on 07584 166542 or iain@ikku.co.uk, 
alternatively send a message to Caledonia 
Kyokushin on Facebook.

Oban childen with their certi� cates at the Kyokushinkai 
karate Club’s  grading tests. From left, back row: Franek 
Kupczak, Donald Robertson, Erik Turnewitsch, Florence 
Hill. Front row: Dylan Welsh, Stanislaw Kupczak.

Adult members with their certi� cates. 
From left: Valeria Montalescot, Sean 
McQuade and Sebastien Jubeau.

Paul Mackay.

Kickboxing
Senshi Do Kick Boxing is on right through 
the school holidays, so if anyone’s children 
are bored, take them along on a Wednes-
day for 4.30pm or a Sunday for 11am for a 
work out that they’ll � nd fun, will take the 

edge o�  their energy levels and the � rst 
session is free! Find the club on Facebook 
Senshi Do Kickboxing or email shihan-
will@gmail.com

Beginners are always welcome from 
ages � ve years up.

Shukokai Karate
The clubs take a break during the school 
holidays and resume in August.

Argyll Shukokai has clubs in Inveraray, 
Oban and Dalmally. Anyone interested in 
joining those clubs can get details from 
Kenny Gray on 07884 183905.

BJJ & MMA
Oban MMA has had a busy few weeks with 
a slight change in the schedule proving 
popular. Mondays are now Nogi rolling 
and Tuesdays are gi sessions.

Training on Fridays for beginners has 
circled back to the start of the curriculum, 
so this is pefect for anybody who wants to 
start this class.

The club will also be attending a seminar 
held by Marco Canha of London � ght 
zone next month. 

Marco is head of Check Mat BJJ UK and 
one of the most decorated BJJ instructors 
in the UK.

Classes are all at 7.30 pm, with BJJ on 
Monday, Tuesdays and Fridays and MMA 
on Thursdays.

If anyone would like to try out BJJ or 
MMA, Oban BJJ can be found on Facebook 
or email using coogiepots@gmail.com

Wado Kai Karate
The Park School class is now closed until 
after the school summer holidays. 

These sessions, for children aged sev-
en-10 years at the school will resume on 
August 26 at 3.15pm. 

Contact Mike Faulkner – m.faulkner6@
btinternet.com for more details.

Normal training will resume once the 
August term begins. 

For more details contact Chris Bruce - 
crb999@btinternet.com for more details 
of how to join Wado karate.

Knights Of The Tower – Medieval Com-
bat Oban
If anyone would like to try out some medi-
eval combat just turn up at the class which 
are now held on Sundays from 1.30pm 
until 4.30pm. 

Downpour fails to dampen
the spirits at 
anniversary
celebrations

Members line up for a photo before the event.

Oban Bowling Club’s 150th 
Anniversary celebrations got 
o�  to a bang on Saturday. 
Literally.

Just as the event, which had 
been months in the planning, 
was set to get underway, light-
ning � ashed, thunder clashed 
and the heavens opened.

It was to take more than a 
few thunderbolts and light-
ning to frighten the hardy 
bowlers and their invited 
guests and, despite a torren-
tial downpour hampering the 
start of a Presidents v Vice 
Presidents triples match, the 
day was hailed a great success 
by everyone in attendance.

Only the bravest of the brave 
took part in the traditional 
pre-tournament spider com-
petition. Councillor Elaine 
Robertson was one of those 

to venture out in the rain 
while colleagues Jim Lynch 
and Andrew Vennard took 
shelter in the doorway of the 
clubrooms. Marian Carr was 
the winner of the single shot 
event which sees bowlers 
aiming at a centralised jack 
from ditch positions all 
around the green.

More than 100 members 
and guests attended the day 
and by the time the rain had 
abated and the green dried 
out enough to play on every-
one was in good spirits.

� e challenge match 
produced an epic battle with 
Vice-President Margaret 
MacAlpine’s team edging a 62 
shot to 60 over President Iain 
Boyd’s out� t.

With everyone back in-
doors, the club’s ministerial  

member the Rev Peter Park 
signalled the start of  a sump-
tuous meal with a self-penned 
grace which summed up the 
goings on of the day so far.

A� er the meal came speech-
es and presentations. Oban 
Bowling Club President Iain 
Boyd regaled the packed club-
house, as well as those who 
� lled the gazebos outside, 
with some history of the club 
which held its � rst meeting 
on May 22 1869.

‘� ere have been a lot of 
changes over those years al-
though the club has remained 
in the same place,’ he said.

‘What we have today is 
credit to everyone past and 
present who has contributed 
and enjoyed the facilities over 
those years.

‘We look forward to build-
ing on that progress well into 
the future.’

� e club was presented with 
a wall clock from Tommy 
McCrae, representing fellow 
West Argyll league side 
Ardrishaig, while tributes 
were also paid by Deputy 
Provost Roddy McCuish and 
Oban Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee Chairwoman 
Councillor Elaine Robertson. 
Oban Community Council 
Chairwoman Marri Malloy 
was also in attendance.

One of the highlights of 
the day came when long-
term member Margaret 
MacLachlan was presented Action from the green.
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Downpour fails to dampen
the spirits at 
anniversary
celebrations

President Iain Boyd and Vice-President Margaret Ma-
calpine cut the cake.

Deputy Provost Roddy McCuish presents Margaret 
MacLachlan with her honorary membership.

with an honorary membership 
by Councillor McCuish.

Margaret became the club’s 
� rst woman president in 1999 
and was the � rst female um-
pire in the West Argyll League 
district.

‘I just enjoy my bowling and 
being a member of this great 
club,’ she said. ‘Ladies didn’t 
enjoy full membership here 
until 1935, before that they 
were just social members.

‘� ey say that was when the 
ladies started to sort things 
out but I think they started 
long before that. It’s been an 
absolute pleasure.’

President Boyd closed the 
formal part of the evening 
by thanking all in attend-
ance, the 150th celebrations 
organising team, everyone 
who had contributed on 
the day and sponsors Oban 
Common Good Fund, Argyll 

and Bute Council, Bid4Oban, 
Stevenson Kennedy Ltd, � e 
Iona Shop, Hamish Hoey 
and Sons, Jewson and Jim 
Breckenridge.

President Iain Boyd accepts a gift from Ardrishaig’s 
Tommy McCrae

Members enjoyed a sumptuous meal to celebrate the club’s 150th anniversary.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 4, 2019 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 00.36 0.7 06.40 3.8 
 12.48 0.5 18.49 4.0
Fri 01.25 0.7 07.22 3.8 
 13.33 0.5 19.33 3.9
Sat 02.15 0.7 08.07 3.6 
 14.21 0.5 20.19 3.8
Sun 03.06 0.8 08.55 3.4 
 15.11 0.7 21.09 3.7
Mon 04.01 1.0 09.49 3.2 
 16.04 0.8 22.04 3.5
Tues 05.01 1.2 10.53 3.1 
 17.02 1.0 23.08 3.3
Wed 06.08 1.3 12.16 3.0 
 18.06 1.2  **.** *.*              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Heavy rain showers and
a moderate Breeze
Temperatures 
11°C to 15ºC.
Friday 
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
10ºC to 15ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

14

15

13
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Cadden Cup round-up

Red and blacks
win Celtic Cup

Oban Camanachd captain Daniel Cameron raises the Scottish Sea Farms Celtic Society Cup after his team retained the trophy following their 2-1 win 
over Kyles Athletic at Taynuilt last Saturday. For a full match report and more photographs see shinty pages inside. Photo: Neil Paterson

All systems 
got for D 
& K cup 
tournament

The organisers of the 
annual D & K La� erty Cup 
tournament, Oban Saints, 
say everything is in place 
for this year’s competition.
 The six-team tournament, 
in its 26th year, will take 
place at Moss� eld Stadium 
and Glencruitten rugby 
pitch on Saturday July 13.
 Teams taking part are old 
friends from the Scottish 
Premier League Hamilton 
Accies along with Scottish 
Championship sides 
Dundee United, who won 
the tournament last year, 
and Alloa Athletc.
 St Anthony’s will 
represent the junior side 
of Scottish football with 
newly-promoted Greater 
Glasgow League out� t 
South Lochaber Thistle 
along with hosts Oban 
Saints � ying the � ag for the 
amateurs.
 The competition 
which starts at 11am is a 
round-robin event with the 
teams playing each other 
in short, sharp 30-minute 
games to see who will take 
home the impressive D & K 
La� erty Cup.
 Organiser David 
Buchanan said: ‘It’s a great 
day of football played in a 
friendly but competitive 
manner.
 ‘There are 15 games on 
the day so supporters can 
pick and choose which 
games they want to watch.’
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Protesters voice anger 
over ASN service cuts
Some 50 angry parents and 
children, together with com-
munity leaders, gathered to 
stage a noisy protest outside 
Highland Council o�  ces 
in Fort William over the 
decision to slash Additional 
Needs Support (ASN) provi-
sion in schools.

� e demonstration was 
just one of a series outside 
the Highland Council o�  ces 
across the Highlands on 
� ursday staged under the 
banner of � e Highland 
Action Group for ASN and 
Education.

� e action group hit out at 
Highland Council’s recent 
decision to redesign ASN 
provision, saying it will cut 
funding to support resources, 
eliminating ASN and Pupil 
Support Assistant (PSA) po-
sitions and vacancies across 
Highland’s schools.

No Lochaber schools are 
expected to su� er job reduc-
tions as part of the council’s 

e� orts to save £700,000 but 
some will be a� ected by 
the non-� lling of 50 PSA 
vacancies.

Among the parents out-
side council o�  ces in Fort 
William last week was Anna 
Tra� ord, a parent with a child 
at Lundavra Primary in Fort 
William, who appreciated 
the council was ‘between a 

rock and a hard place’ when 
it came to its budget.

But she said: ‘� ere is a huge 
amount of frustration among 
parents. Okay, so no one is 
losing their job but these cut-
backs will have a signi� cant 
impact on families. Next to 
nothing’s been communicat-
ed to us – all we’ve heard is a 
lot of rhetoric and spin.’

Another parent, Amy 
Wallace, is also a member of 
Lochaber Autism Support 
Group. She told us: ‘� is is 
not just going to hit ASN kids, 
but will a� ect all children.

‘If class teachers have to take 
on extra work, that means 
all kids in schools will be 
impacted. To say otherwise is 
just spin by the council.’

Natasha MacCallum-Millar 
chairs the parent council for 
Duror Primary, which will 
see its PSA level drop to just 
two part-time sta� .

‘Our school only has 
11 pupils, so there is just 
one teacher and if we lose 
these PSA hours it means 
� ursdays and Fridays will 
be days without any other 

adult supervision bar the one 
teacher. � at raises concerns 
about safety.

‘Our school cannot func-
tion without these PSAs – it’s 
as simple as that. � is could 
kill o�  smaller schools.

‘What we want to see is this 
decision reversed. Budgets 
may have to be met but it is 
going to be our children who 
su� er. � ere must be other 
ways this could have been 
handled.’

Lead Lochaber councillor 
Andrew Baxter, who met the 
demonstrators at the protest, 
believes parents are rightly 
concerned about changes to 
ASN provision across the 
Highlands. 

He said: While I think 
some changes are necessary,

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Protesters make their point 
forcibly at Highland council 
o�  ces in Fort William. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Continued on page two
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Anger at 
cut to ASN 
provision
these should be focused on 
stripping out bureaucracy 
from the system and giving 
the budget to head teachers 
within groupings of schools to 
better allocate resources. A� er 
all, teachers know what is re-
quired better than a manager 
sitting in an o�  ce elsewhere.’

He continued: ‘It’s disap-
pointing that the Highland 
Council hasn’t spent time 
working with parents and 
sta�  on the ground before 
introducing changes. 

‘At Easter, I asked the 
leader of the council to meet 
Lochaber parents – that has 
happened. I hope she listened 
to those demonstrating last 
week. It may be too late to 
change things this year but we 
can still do so going forward.’

Highland Action Group for 
ASN and Education repre-
sentative Carrie Watts said the 
demonstrations were intended 
to ‘show our support for the 
ASN teachers and PSAs who 
provide critical support to our 
children – all children – to al-
low them to succeed at school.

‘� ese sta�  members pro-
vide stability, learning and 
emotional support, and 
encouragement to vulnerable 
children, allowing classroom 
teachers to focus on the whole 
class. 

‘Without them, many stu-
dents will be unable to cope in 
the school environment.’

Beekeepers vacuum 
up colony from roof
Members of Lochaber 
Beekeepers’ Association used 
specialised vacuum equip-
ment to remove honeybees 
from inside a roof space of a 
house in Corpach recently.

� e occupants of the 
two-storey property were 
being bothered by the bees 
and had called the secretary 
of the Lochaber Beekeepers’ 
Association to see if they 
could be removed.

A member of the associa-
tion checked that they were 
indeed honeybees, that the 
removal was feasible and what 
equipment was required.

Substantial sca� olding was 
needed to reach the site and 
for safety reasons when the 
removal took place.

� e sca� olding was erected 
by roo� ng contractor Andy 
Gow and his team. Five 
association members – John 
O’Rourke, Kate Tuer, Andrew 
Swingler, Christopher Clay 
and Denis Muir – then gath-
ered at the house at 11am on 
June 15.

Donning protective suits, 
Mr Gow, accompanied by 
Ian Edwards, also helped 
out by removing slates and 
sarking, as well as helping 
with equipment.

‘� e aim was to remove the 

bees, not kill them, put them 
in a hive and take it away,’ 
explained Mr Muir.

‘To do this, the bees are 
sucked up by a vacuum, the 
combs are removed and 
placed in a hive and the bees 
are then tipped into the hive, 

which is le�  close by to the 
original site so that the bees 
still � ying would have some-
where to go. A day or so later 
the hive is removed.’

� e vacuum system was 
devised by Mr O’Rourke, 
as was the method of � xing 

the combs in the hive. With 
everyone up on the sca� old-
ing, the work commenced 
– Mr O’Rourke wielded the 
vacuum while Mr Gow re-
moved the slates and sarking, 
revealing the colony.

Mr O’Rourke’s companion 

on the top platform removed 
the combs, as Mr O’Rourke 
was being fully occupied with 
the vacuum, and passed them 
down to the team on the low-
er platform, who had the very 
messy job of putting combs 
into frames, holding them in 
place by skewers.

Finally, all the comb was re-
moved, so the hive containing 
the combs was passed to the 
top platform. Mr O’Rourke, 
meanwhile, continued vacu-
uming until he suddenly said: 
‘I’ve got the queen!’

He had seen a bit of � u�  
containing a very bedraggled 
bee that he realised was the 
queen. So she was put onto 
the combs in the hive and 
the containers from the 
vacuuming which contained 
bees were tipped in also, and 
lastly the roof was put on. 
� e entrance was not closed 
to allow the remaining � ying 
bees to enter.

Two days later, in the 
evening when all the bees 
were in, the hive was closed, 
lowered to the ground and 
taken away to a quarantine 
apiary.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

It was a tricky job safely 
removing the colony of 
bees from the roof of the 
house in Corpach. 
Photographs courtesy of Lochaber 
Beekeepers’ Association)

Continued from page one

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Home Reports 
and Valuations
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Cameron Square canopy 
project fi nally gets approval

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Planning permission has 
� nally been granted for a 
controversial scheme that 
will see Cameron Square in 
the centre of Fort William 
covered by a special canopy 
when the weather takes a 
turn for the worse.

� e proposal had originally 
been given the thumbs down 
by planning o�  cers but this 
was overturned by council-
lors at the local authority’s 
planning review body last 
month.

� e project is a joint 
e� ort between Fort William 
Town Team (FWTT) and 
the Fort William Marina 
and Shoreline Company 
(FWMSC).

Speaking this week of her 
delight at the councillors’ de-
cision to reverse the original 
refusal, Sarah Kennedy of 
FWMSC told the Lochaber 

Times: ‘We’re delighted that 
the planning permission has 
been granted.

‘It has been a joint e� ort 
for FWTT and FWMSC to 
enable any user of Cameron 
Square to still carry out their 
event in inclement weather.

‘We are now in the process 
of applying for funding and 
hope to have the retractable 
canopy in place as soon as 
possible.

‘It will make Cameron 
Square the much more usable 
public entertainment space 
that it was always intended 
to be.’

Karen Dean, from FWTT, 

is also over the moon at the 
development. She said: ‘It’s 
really good news. � is was 
the � rst step. � e next step is 
to secure funding to get the 
canopy installed.

‘We appreciate that there 
are some people who have 
not been so keen on the idea, 
but we feel it’s de� nitely 
something we think the town 
needs.’

And Fort William council-
lor Andrew Baxter also felt 
the structure would be of 
bene� t. 

‘We’ve struggled to � nd a 
way to use Cameron Square 
during wet weather. � is 
allows us to make use of the 
square during bad weather,’ 
he said.

‘I understand that some 
neighbours had concerns but 
this is a temporary structure 
that’s erected according to 
need and isn’t a permanent 
� xture. I don’t think it will 
distract.’

‘It has been a joint 
e� ort to enable any 
user of Cameron 
Square to still carry 
out their event in 
inclement weather.’

The need for temporary gazebos, such as this one being erected in Cameron Square this 
week, will be a thing of the past once the new canopy is obtained. 

Lochaber and Oban dancers took to the stage at Lochaber High School for the Ballet 
West show on the last day of June. Picture Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Dancers wow Lochaber High audience
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Fort dad Rich sets new sailing 
world record in friend’s dinghy
At around 10.30am on 
Monday, Fort William ad-
venturer Rich Mitchell and 
companion Will Hodshon 
claimed a new world record 
for the fastest UK mainland 
circumnavigation in an open 
sailing dinghy.

� e intrepid endurance duo 
successfully circumnavigated 
the coastline of mainland 
Britain non-stop, completing 
the epic voyage in just 15 days 
and four hours.

By doing so, they have 
smashed the existing records 
for the quickest times so far 
recorded for such attempts.

Rich and Will, who is from 
Westwood, near Bradford on 
Avon, set sail from Salcombe 
in Devon on June 15 and com-
pleted the 1,390 nautical mile 
journey in the Hodshon fam-
ily’s much-loved 60-year-old 
refurbished open Wayfarer 
dinghy, named Nipegegi. � e 

record attempt was supported 
by the charity Water Smart 
Foundation, which raises 
awareness and aims to tackle 
microplastics in the sea and 
drinking water, and which has 
committed to helping raise 
£10,000, to be split equally 
between two maritime-mind-
ed charities, the RNLI and 

Surfers Against Sewage.
With the back-up of the 

Nipegegi Round Britain 
(NRB) team, Rich, 44, and 
Will, 42, overcame challeng-
ing sailing conditions and 
hope to have the record ver-
i� ed by the Guinness World 
Records.

Rich and Will have already 

between them undertaken 
serious expeditions in the 
Andes and Antarctica and 
both have been competitive 
sailors.

Stepping back on dry land 
at Salcombe, where they were 
welcomed by their families, 
Rich commented: ‘� e beauty 
of the British wildlife around 
our coast has always astound-
ed me but what really struck 
me was what wasn’t there. 

‘Our grandfathers would 
have seen maybe a hundred 
whales; we saw maybe 10 and 
how many will our children 
get to see?

‘With this in mind, we truly 
need to look a� er what we’ve 
got and try to restore our 
nation’s riches.’

Will added: ‘I can’t believe 

we’ve actually done it. Not 
only in such good time but 
to also complete the non-stop 
and unassisted aspect which 
at times seemed unachievable.

‘It’s a special moment in 
Nipe’s long history, and 
so special to complete our 
challenge in her, but also for 
the fact that all the Hodshon 
family has come together to 
work on this project, from all 
corners of the world, which 
ultimately has resulted in its 
success.’

Michael Adams, founder 
and managing director of 
headline partner, Pure Ionic 
Water and WET Group, con-
gratulated the two men.

‘� e health of the seas 
around the UK and across 
the world is integral to our 
survival as a species,’ he said.

‘Record attempts like this, 
with people such as Rich and 
Will, who have an extensive 
knowledge of the microplas-
tics problem in our oceans, 
are integral to help raise 

awareness about the need to 
remove microplastics from 
our water.

‘We are doing everything 
we can alongside Water Smart 
Foundation to get this mes-
sage out there.’

Rich and Will are lifelong 
friends and highly experi-
enced endurance adventurers 
on land and sea.

Will is a marine geoscientist 
with Lloyds Register and Rich, 
who published research on 
marine plastics for his MSc in 
Applied Marine Science, used 
to work as a marine biologist 
in the � sheries industry.

� e other o� shore ‘mem-
ber’ of the crew is the boat 
herself. Nipegegi, a� ection-
ately known as ‘Nipe’, was 
originally bought at the 
1959 London Boat Show by 
Hodshon’s grandfather and 
her name is made up of the 
� rst two letters of each of 
his uncle, father and aunties’ 
names ie Nick, Penny, Geo�  
and Gill.

Rich, left, with wife 
Katherine, son Finch, and 
daughter Willow, and 
Will with wife Suzanne, 
daughter Isobel and son 
Gabriel.

Coaches will not be in use until after summer
� e new luxury Caledonian 
Sleeper coaches were in Fort 
William this week, but it has 
emerged they will not actu-
ally be used on the overnight 
service between the town 
and London until a� er the 
summer.

� e carriages, part of oper-
ator Serco’s new £150 million 
� eet, were at the town’s rail-
way station to allow for, it is 
believed, sta�  training.

But in a statement on the 
Caledonian Sleeper website, 
the company said the intro-
duction of the new trains 
in the Highlands would be 
delayed due to issues relating 
to availability.

‘We will instead be running 
our current trains and can 
therefore still ensure you get 
to your destination and ex-
perience our excellent levels 

of service and hospitality on 
board,’ said the � rm.

‘Our decision to put back 
the introduction by a few 
weeks has been taken to allow 
CAF, the manufacturer, to 
complete the further work 
required on the carriages to 
ensure they are � t for purpose 
to be accepted into service.

‘� is is intended to ensure 
that when they do enter ser-
vice our guests have the best 
possible experience. We will 
be con� rming a new date for 
introducing our new trains 
on our Highland routes as 
soon as possible.’

It is believed the new car-
riages will be used to support 
the Lowland service over the 
summer, although Transport 
Scotland is reported as call-
ing the delay ‘unacceptable’ 
and that penalties would 

be applied. But the current 
service in the Highlands has 
also been beset with prob-
lems, with overnight services 
between Fort William and 
London cancelled on Friday 
and at the weekend.

A ‘rescue train’ had to be 
dispatched to help passengers 
from a Caledonian Sleeper 
service which broke down on 
Friday between Corrour and 
Tulloch due to power fail-
ures, shortly a� er it le�  Fort 
William bound for London’s 
Euston Station.

Friday’s disruption was also 
blamed for the cancellation of 
Sunday’s sleeper services to 
and from Fort William.

Caledonian Sleeper ‘sin-
cerely apologised’ and 
informed passengers that 
Sunday night’s services 
would start from Edinburgh.

The new Caledonian Sleeper coaches in Fort William. Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.
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Fort woman 
gives thanks 
to ambulances
A Fort William woman 
who survived a road crash 
along with her mum and 
dog has thanked the Scottish 
Ambulance Service emergen-
cy responders who rushed to 
her aid.

Sarah Kennedy was travel-
ling on the Dalwhinnie Road 
in March this year, along with 
mum, � eresa Kennedy, and 
her pet, Todd, a Romanian 
rescue dog, when they collid-
ed with a lorry, sending them 
� ying into a ditch.

Sarah, who is 31 and works 
in a dental laboratory in 
Manchester, said: ‘We were 
behind the lorry travelling to 
Fort William, as this is where 
we are from. We kept our 
distance from the lorry – the 
road isn’t that great as it is 
narrow and bendy.

‘� e lorry slowed down and 
indicated, which we both 
thought the driver was letting 
us over take as it was holding 
us back.

‘� e road ahead was clear 
so my mum began overtaking 
the lorry. As the front of the 
car got past the lorry it decid-
ed to turn sharply, hitting us 
from the side, which sent us 
into a spin – the car hit the 
back of the fence and sent us 
straight into the verge on the 
other side of the road and into 
a ditch.’

Two crews were dispatched 
to the crash, one from 
Aviemore, manned by Stuart 
Beaton and student techni-
cians Rhona-May Lawrie and 
Bridie � omson, and the oth-
er was from Kingussie, which 
was manned by Victoria 
Emslie and Gordon Bryan.

Sarah said she was ‘stunned’, 
as the car had been ‘� ung’ 
about, and she added: ‘Mum 
was complaining of chest 
pains, and hyperventilating. 
I managed to get my seatbelt 
o�  to see to her. We both got 
out of the car and mum was 
taken into a passer-by’s car as 
she was in shock.’

Sarah said the crews arrived 
very quickly, and praised 
them for their e� orts.

She added: ‘My mum was 
taken into one ambulance 

and I was taken into another. 
Only shortly a� er I had seen 
to my mum and the car, I 
realised I had hurt my back 
and neck – I have previous 
neck injuries from another 
car crash years ago.

‘� e ambulance crew were 
quick to get me all strapped 
in and secure. En route to 
Inverness, they were very 
friendly, keeping me talking 
and updating me on what was 
going on.

‘We were both checked 
over and both released from 
hospital a few hours later with 
whiplash and bruising.

‘� e team was outstanding 
and made us both feel very 
safe. � ere were students on 
the call with the ambulance 
crew and I couldn’t fault 
them.’

Sarah Kennedy and her mother, Theresa, were helped by ambulance sta�  after the crash

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Pet dog Todd was also in the car at the time.

Access changes at Loch Arkaig Pine Forest
Woodland Trust Scotland 
has announced temporary 
changes to access at Loch 
Arkaig Pine Forest, near 
Spean Bridge, this summer, 
as preparations are made to 
extract non-native trees from 
its Glen Mallie block between 
2020 and 2026.

Part of the work will see the 
‘White Bridge’ over the River 
Arkaig being strengthened 
and the existing Glen Mallie 
track is to be resurfaced and 
upgraded in order to cope 
with timber trucks.

As a result, the White Bridge 
will be closed from August 
12 to November 15, with no 
vehicle or pedestrian access 
across it.

� e only route into the Glen 
Mallie track and Invermallie 
bothy from a public road will 
be on foot from Bunarkaig via 
the Achnacarry Estate drive. 
� ere will be no access from 
the Chia-aig falls car park 
over the White Bridge.

Upgrading work on the Glen 
Mallie track will take place 
from August 5 to November 
10.

Pedestrian and cycle access 
along the track will be main-
tained during the work but 
there may be short waiting 
periods.

Non-native trees will be 
felled in Glen Mallie annually 
from 2020 to 2026.

In order to avoid bird 
breeding season, work will 
stop between April 1 and July 
31 each year. � is woodland 
is home to the hugely popular 
live streaming osprey nest 
camera.

George Anderson, of 
Woodland Trust Scotland, 
said there were years of work 
ahead to restore Glen Mallie 
to a native woodland.

‘First we have to make sure 
the bridge and the track 
are ready for the extraction 
of non-native timber,’ Mr 
Anderson said this week.

‘People are still very wel-

come to visit the forest while 
this is happening but they 
need to be aware of the route 
restrictions, especially the 
bridge closure.

‘Some regular visitors might 
be used to parking by the falls 
and then walking in across 
the White Bridge. � at won’t 
be an option while the bridge 
is being strengthened.’

Woodland Trust Scotland 
has partnered with Arkaig 
Community Forest, a com-
munity-based charity, which 
shares ambitious plans to 
restore native woodland 
habitats across the forest and 
demonstrate the ecological, 
social and economic value of 
ancient woodland restoration.

Looking west down Loch Arkaig from edge of the west 
block woodland. Photograph: John Macpherson/WTML.
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Are the UK’s rules on VAT 
sti� ing entrepreneurship? 

� at was precisely the 
suggestion that well-known 
Lochaber entrepreneur and 
Chamber of Commerce 
member Angus MacDonald 
made in last week’s Herald 
newspaper.

Scotland needs to build 
strong businesses to increase 
our tax income. Angus 
argued that as a country we 
need to increase our entre-
preneurship and build bigger, 
more ambitious companies. 
As it stands, once a small 
business exceeds an annual 
income of £85,000, the busi-
ness must register for and pay 
VAT on its whole income.

In the article, Angus argued 
that this is an active disin-
centive for sole traders and 
small companies to expand, 
making them potentially 
more expensive than their 
competitors and increasing 
administrative work.

� e extra business costs of 
administration involved in 
employing more sta�  may 

also be a barrier for growth 
as it may not be perceived to 
be � nancially worth the time 
and extra work.

� e result is that many sole 
traders choose to stay as they 
are and keep their income 
below the threshold.

Once the company is bigger, 
and can support the extra 
administration, it becomes 
easier but there are real 
challenges to sole traders 
expanding their business.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce plays an active 
role in assisting business de-
velopment – providing access 
to resources, networking, 

business advice lines and 
more to help make it easier 
for businesses to grow.

We also have an impor-
tant role in representing 
the business concerns of 
our members to those in 
power through our direct 
engagement with Scottish 
Government ministers and 
as part of the lobbying power 
of the Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce group.

What’s your view? Join 
the business debate and 
join Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce to get your voice 
heard on the topics that mat-
ter to you.

View from the Chamber

Angus MacDonald argued for a change to VAT rules.

Geography poses no limit to 
ambition for Lochaber’s Jodie
Geography is no limit to 
ambition, according to this 
year’s Lochaber Housing 
Creative Arts Award winner 
Jodie Daynes.

� e 17-year-old from 
Ballachulish was talking about 
what she wants to do a� er she 
leaves school.

She said: ‘Hopefully, become 
a scenic artist. I think that’s 
de� nitely the dream. To work 
on the set of something like 
Harry Potter or Lord of the 
Rings growing up was a big 
thing, like, I want to do that 
desperately.

‘It just inspired a bit of hope 
as in, it can be anywhere. It 
doesn’t have to be in a city 
or some very populous area 
of the country. It can just 
literally be somewhere like the 
Highlands.’

� e Kinlochleven High 
School pupil was nominated 

for the award by two members 
of sta� , principal teacher of sci-
ence and technology Graeme 

Martin and art teacher Eilidh 
Stewart.

Mr Martin said: ‘It’s Jodie’s 

creativity, her passion and 
her attention to detail which 
makes her stand out. She 

takes the time to notice 
things that others wouldn’t. 
She sat her Higher Graph 
Communication a year early 
and got an A in fourth year.’

Ms Stewart agreed, saying: 
‘Jodie’s commitment to always 
being better and her enthu-
siasm for art, as well as her 
willingness to use bold colours 
and use of materials, makes her 
such a good student.’

Jodie, who wins a £100 as well 
as the award and hopes to go 
to the Royal Conservatoire to 
continue her studies next year, 
also spoke about her work in 
set design so far.

‘I like to do things that are 
unusual, I like to just go over 
the top and no one can tell 
me that it’s not going to work. 
I’m just determined to make it 
work.’

Jodie designed a model and 
then built the set for this year’s 
high school prom which had a 
Hawaiian luau theme.

Last year, she and her family 

went on a trip to Nepal which 
formed the basis of a lot of 
her subsequent work. ‘I liked 
the whole aspect of religion 
incorporated into everyday 
life and the peacefulness of the 
country. I really enjoyed it. It 
inspired me quite a lot.’

Rebecca Machin, Kinloch-
leven High’s head teacher, said: 
‘We are all very proud of Jodie. 
On top of her academic success 
with Higher Graph Comm 
in S4, she is now taking a 
National Progression Award in 
Technical � eatre, equivalent 
to a Higher, which my sta�  
have specially � tted into the 
curriculum to help expand 
our pupils’, including Jodie’s, 
portfolio of quali� cations.

‘I am very proud to have such 
a dedicated and creative team 
of sta�  which is prepared to 
adapt and deliver the curricu-
lum to suit each and every one 
of our youngsters, something 
which as a small school we are 
able to do.’

Jodie Daynes in front of the school dance set she designed and built, holding the model 
she created during the design process.

by Peter Newman
fort@obantimes.co.uk

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Add space and value to
your home with a Cairngorm 
conservatory or sunroom 

NEED MORE
ROOM?
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by Lucy Tedham
fort@obantimes.co.uk

MSP Kate set for mammoth summer tour
MSP Kate Forbes will again 
clock up more than 2,500 
miles during the Scottish 
Parliament’s recess as she 
travels across her vast Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch 
constituency on her annual 
summer tour.

Ms Forbes is making a 
special e� ort to visit the far-
� ung corners of her constit-
uency, which cannot always 
be reached when Holyrood 
is sitting due to the extended 
distances, as she meets with 
community groups, busi-
nesses and residents during 
July and August.

During the tour – which 
helps to inform and shape 
her priorities for the coming 
parliamentary year – she will 
also be holding 59 surgeries 
in Badenoch, Ross-shire, the 
Black Isle, Skye, Raasay and 
Lochalsh, the Great Glen 
and Lochaber and the Small 
Isles.

‘It is that time of the year 
again when I hit the road 
and get around the constitu-
ency,’ Ms Forbes said.

‘� e rest of the year I have 
to spend three full days a 

week in Edinburgh so dur-
ing the parliamentary recess 
I can spend all of my time in 
the constituency.

‘As usual, I will spend 
several days in each area 
holding surgeries, visiting 
organisations and meeting 
people. I represent a constit-
uency that is 11,863-square 

kilometres, full of small 
villages and communities.

‘I want to ensure that every 
corner of the constituency is 
well represented and I look 
forward to getting out this 
summer. Obviously, I am 
always available by email or 
telephone if anybody would 
like to get in touch.’

Taste for adventure at Banavie
People from all over Fort 
William and Banavie gath-
ered together at the weekend 
for an event billed as A Taste 
of Adventure to raise funds 
for Banavie play park.

Guests enjoyed an evening 
of inspirational speakers at 
the Moorings Hotel, which 
included Fort William doctor 
and hill runner Finlay Wild, 
professional mountain biker 
Hannah Barnes, also from 
Fort William, and Brodie 
Hood, a climber, skier and 
graduate from the University 

of the Highlands and Islands, 
who � lms and photographs 
adventure sports.

� e event, organised by 
Friends of Banavie Park, 
raised £1,165 which will con-
tribute to the redevelopment 
of the play park.

Over the past few years 
there have been two projects 
running to raise money to 
create or improve Lochaber 
play parks. � e � rst to come 
to fruition was Caol play 
park which opened in 2018 
following huge amounts of 
work by the volunteer team to 
raise funds and organise the 
project.

� e other park receiving at-
tention is the one at Banavie 
at the bottom of Neptune’s 
Staircase.

At a Friends of Banavie 
event they shared the news 
‘that it is no longer the 
responsibility of the council 
to provide or maintain these 
parks’ and so triggered the 
need for these groups to jump 
into action.

In the case of Banavie play 
park, it had been hoped that 
Scottish Canals would help 
with the cost. However, late 
last year the group was told 
this would no longer be the 
case. With that news and that 

the EU funding it was hoping 
to apply for being inundated 
with applications, Friends of 
Banavie Park members have 
got their heads together again 
and have created a new plan.

� ere is another funding 
stream available which they 
will apply for once the target 
of £10,000 has been raised.

� e team of volunteers has 
created a Just Giving page 

justgiving.com/crowdfund-
ing/banavie-park and is 
organising events that will 
not only raise money but will 
be great experiences for those 
who attend.

Sunday night’s event was 
well attended with a wide 
mix of ages, with the guest 
speakers each sharing really 
inspiring messages which no 
doubt le�  many chomping at 

the bit to try to progress their 
own interests.

Fundraising continues on 
the group’s Just Giving page 
and a bag-pack and ceilidh 
are planned for November.

Updates are shared on the 
Friends of Banavie Park 
Facebook page, where event 
details, donations from busi-
nesses and photos of fun at 
the park are shared.

Responsibility for maintaining the equipment and facilities at Banavie play park now rests with the community, not the council.

Kate Forbes will travel more than 2,500 miles during 
July and August.

I am frequently astounded 
at the levels of discomfort 
and pain patients seem 
to happily accept. I have 
seen patients with acute 
glaucoma where the pain 
normally is so severe many 
are violently sick or have 
excruciating headaches yet 
others seem oblivious to any 
discomfort. 
The other regular occur-
rence at this time of year is 
debris from garden strim-
mers injuring eyes. Again, 
some patients present with 
extreme discomfort with 
metal or stone embedded 
in their cornea and want to 
be seen immediately. Others 
come in and, when doing a 
routine examination, I find 
a foreign body embedded in 
the front of their eye for so 
long the outer layer of the 

cornea has grown over it.
The same occurs with vi-

sion. A significant number 
will persevere with poor 
vision until they are forced 
to attend for an eye exami-
nation by a family member. 

Others come in complain-
ing of poor vision when 
they can still easily read the 
lowest lines of letters on the 
test chart. Neither is doing 
something wrong. Your 
concept of clear comfortable 
vision is different from your 
partner or your neighbour. 

Patients with dry eyes 
are another group whose 
response to their eye con-
dition seems totally at odds 
with all the signs I find 
when examining the front 
of their eyes. I often find pa-
tients whose eyes are so dry 
they could have been made 
of blotting paper yet they 
seemingly are not in any 
discomfort. Others come in 
complaining of extreme dis-
comfort yet have minimal 
signs on examination. 

It could be eye care profes-
sionals are not very good at 
measuring quality of vision 
ie how we see. We are very 
good at measuring quantity 
ie the size of what we are 
looking at. Patients seem 
to have a very wide range 
of tolerance to pain and 
discomfort. 

Eye to eye with John Wallace

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)     www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Stoicism 

ADVERTORIAL
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Former Royal Marine Matt Disney at the Commando 
Memorial. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Matt’s peaks of achievement
Former Royal Marine Matt 
Disney celebrated his arrival at 
the Spean Bridge Commando 
Memorial at the weekend a� er 
what must rank as one of the 
most arduous � ree Peaks 

challenges ever undertaken 
and which he did in aid of 
service charities.

Not only did he climb 
Snowdonia,   Scafell Pike and 
Ben Nevis carrying a 26kg 
rowing machine on his shoul-
ders, but he also carried it as 
he ‘yomped’ between each hill, 

� nishing at the Commando 
Memorial in Spean Bridge on 
Sunday.

At the end of a � nal day that 
saw him reach Fort William 
and the Commando Memorial 
at Spean Bridge, facing a 
blazing hot sun followed 
by a   lightning storm, Matt 

commented: ‘Challenge four – 
700km rowing machine carry 
now complete. What a � tting 
picture to the sucker punch of 
a last day to end a challenge 
that’s been full to the brim 
of its own tough and testing 
challenges throughout.

‘If you would like to donate 

for the split-pot for two good 
causes – Rock 2 Recovery 
UK and the Royal Marines 
Charity/RMA for both serving 
and veterans – then visit 
justgiving.com/fundraising/
DisneyRM. � ank you so 
much for everyone’s support. 
Without everyone I couldn’t 

have done it.’ � e Royal 
Marines Charity said: ‘All at 
RMA – the Royal Marines 
Charity – would like to thank 
Disney RM for his hoo� ng 
e� orts in support of the Corps 
Family. To support his e� orts, 
please visit his online fund-
raising page.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Wind Bands entertain in summer concert
Last Wednesday evening   
saw the amazing summer 
concert of the Lochaber 
High School Wind Bands, 
when more than 80 young 
musicians, from nine to 18 
years, played music ranging 
from cartoons to Metallica.

� e 350-strong crowd 
was delighted by the mu-
sicianship, discipline and 
enjoyment that these young 
players showed all through-
out the event.

� e Inverlochy P5 school 

band class entertained the 
audience with a performance 
of ‘four minutes 33 seconds’, 
which consisted of the band 
and audience playing noth-
ing and sitting in silence as 
well as a great rendition of 
Brian Balmages’ Midnight 
Mission.

� e Junior Band, Big Band 
and Senior Band were all in 
excellent form displaying a 
wide variety of music styles 
and pieces.

� e event also saw a 

goodbye to those musicians 
coming to the end of their 
sixth year.

Norman Bolton, head 
of music development for 
Highlife Highland, who was 
present, spoke of the unique 
position Lochaber High 
holds in having so many 
young musicians from all 
musical disciplines playing 
at such a high level and 
said it should be applauded 
throughout the whole of 
Highland region.

Musicians aged nine to 18 took part in the summer concert. Photographs: Abrightside Photography

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE RECIPE?

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Wednesday 9.30am, 
11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Salvation Army Hall
16 Belford Road, Fort William
Thursday 9.30am, 11.30am,
3pm, 5pm & 7pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead 
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Mondays 5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Serves 4
Syns per serving:  2

Ingredients
• 3 slices old bread
• 800g potatoes, peeled and cut into thick chips
• Low calorie cooking spray
• Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
• 4 x 170g skinless and boneless cod fi llets
• 2 eggs
• 2 tbsp beer
• Fresh parsley, fi nely chopped, to garnish
• Canned mushy peas
• Lemon wedges, to serve

Method
1. Preheat your oven to 220°C/Fan 200°C/Gas 7. Line two 

baking trays with baking paper. Whizz the bread in a 
food processor until crumbed, then transfer to a plate. 

2. Boil the chips in lightly salted boiling water for 4-5 
minutes, then drain well, return to the pan and cover. 
Lightly shake to roughen up the chips’ edges, then 
arrange on one of the baking trays in a single layer. 
Spray with low calorie cooking spray, season and bake 
for 15-20 minutes, or until golden.

3. Meanwhile, season the cod. In a shallow bowl, beat 
together the eggs and beer. Dip the � sh in the egg 
mixture, then coat with the breadcrumbs. Transfer to 
the second baking sheet. Repeat with the remaining 
� llets and bake for 15-20 minutes, or until cooked 
through and lightly browned

4. Sprinkle the parsley over the � sh and serve with the 
chips, plenty of mushy peas, plus lemon wedges for 
squeezing over.

Fish, Slimming World chips and peas
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Bookshop hosts wellness event
by Iain Ferguson
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Helen Gallon of Lochaber Women’s Aid, left, with Keri Wallace, of Girls on Hills, in the 
Highland Bookshop. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Explore the bene� ts of 
exercise for health and well-
being at an event presented 
by Lochaber Women’s Aid, 
Girls on Hills and Yoga 
with Catherine Mitchell at 
the Highland Bookshop in 
Fort William – which is also 
involved.

Welcome to a Well You is 
on Friday July 12 at 7.30pm. 
Also at the event will be a 
‘swishing’ clothes swap.

Tickets are priced at £5.80 
and are already on sale via 
Eventbrite with proceeds 
going to Lochaber Women’s 
Aid.

Presenting at the event 
are Keri Wallace from Girls 
on Hills and yoga teacher 
Catherine Mitchell.

As well as some great 
information about the ample 
bene� ts of these activities 
for wellness, there will be an 
opportunity to ask questions.

So now is the chance to go 
along, hear the information 
and get a chance to raise any 
nagging doubts if anyone has 
been thinking about taking 

up such activities but is a little 
bit unsure.

� ere is a growing body of 
scienti� c evidence showing 
that access to wild places, 
fresh air and nature is bene-
� cial for mental health and 
general wellbeing.

At the same time there is 
a huge amount of medical 
data out there underlining 
the enormous impact that 
running has on health and 
� tness, as well as being an aid 
for managing depression and 
anxiety. For this reason, trail 
running in wild spaces is a 
powerful tool for wellness.

Girls on Hills provides 
guided trail running for 
women in the Highlands. � e 
company seeks to empower 
women with the skills and 
con� dence they need to run 
independently in remote or 
mountain environments. � e 
courses are designed to be in-
clusive and many are suitable 
for beginners.

Keri explained: ‘We o� en 
� nd that women lack con-
� dence in their ability to 
run and self-navigate away 
from the beaten track, and 
yet learning new skills, ex-

ploring and decision-making 
through outdoor sport is 
hugely empowering.

‘At the same time, journey-
ing through wild or moun-
tainous environments can be 
therapeutic in its own right 
– simply due to the peaceful 
scenery and natural beauty of 
the landscapes.’

Helen Gallon, board mem-
ber of Lochaber Women’s 
Aid, herself a keen yoga 
enthusiast, is delighted also 
to welcome Catherine’s in-
volvement to the event.

‘People who know I love 
yoga will say to me, “Oh, I’m 
not � exible enough” or “I’m 
not the right shape for yoga” 
but that’s just so not true,’ she 
said.

‘Yoga is for everybody and 
for all ages. Catherine and 
the other yoga teachers in 
Lochaber will teach classes 
for children, for the elderly 
as well as mixed classes for 
general abilities.

‘I encourage people who are 
perhaps interested in yoga 
but maybe a little unsure if 
it’s right for them to come 
along to this event and hear 
more – and to ask questions.’
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Putting focus on families and children
z Kilmallie Free Church is running 
a ‘Superhero Academy’ �lled with 
games, activities and Bible stories 
for P1 to P7. 

Kilmallie Free Church has been 
running a week-long holiday 
club for more than 10 years, with 
children attending all or some 
of the days and ending with 
a celebration barbecue open 
to families. Lea�ets have been 
sent to schools, andit can also 
be booked online. The club is 
1pm-3.15pm, August 12-16, and 
admission is free.

z Inverlochy out-of-school 
summer holiday activities for 
P1-P7s are running for �ve 
weeks throughout the holidays 
�lled with indoor and outdoor 
activities. 

It is bound to be a fun-packed 
time. 

Booking is essential. Go with 
a full lunchbox, wellies and sun 
cream.

z The happy mums' market will 
be arriving in the Nevis Centre 
on August 31 and is a chance to 

sell no-longer-wanted toys and 
equipment, and is a great way 
to reduce waste and clear some 
space. Visit happymumsmarket.
co.uk for further details.

z The libraries are busy places 
to visit over the summer with 
activities planned throughout the 
holidays. 

Caol library and the Countryside 
Rangers have teamed up with 
activities for those aged 10 and 
under in July, exploring and 
learning about the wildlife and 
habitats that surround them. 

The topics include eagles, the 
shore and woodlands. Visit Caol 
library for further details. 

In Fort William, there is a range 
of summer and regular activities 
planned to keep children busy, 
with Book Bug, the Lego club and 
craft groups continuing over the 
holidays.

Books have mysteriously gone 
'missing' from Lochaber libraries 
– space alien bandits have been 
linked to the disappearances.

Fort William library has 
launched its Summer Reading 

Challenge and is calling for help 
from children to join the Space 
Chase and track down the missing 
books. If every child can read six 
books over the summer then the 
mission will have been successful. 

Children can sign up for the 
Summer Reading Challenge at 
the library where they will receive 
a mission folder to record their 
search activity. 

When the librarians return 
from their most recent mission, 
children will also be able to take 
a rocket sel�e in the library’s very 
own space rocket. 

Visit the summerreading-
challenge.org.uk/ or call in to 
Fort William library for more 
information.

z This year many of the Lochaber 
schools have used ‘move up 
days’ to support children as they 
prepare for their new classes.

As in previous years, the P7s 
have had their induction week 
at the high school, but this year 
they were not the only ones 
who got to explore their new 
environments.

All classes were able to have 
time in what is likely to be their 
new rooms. 

The schools each had a varying 
amount of move-up time, from 
split mornings and afternoons 
in Bun-soil Ghaidhlig Loch Abar, 
right up to an entire week for 
those in Inverlochy primary.

This is new to Caol primary 
which has been cautious of doing 
this in the past through uncertain-
ty over teachers but, after seeing 
how well it went, headteacher 
Steven Hamilton said it was ‘likely 
to repeat it again in future years’.

Caol also o�ers some of its 
pupils a visit back in to school on 
the in-service day as a reminder 
of the school environment, which 
has been hugely bene�cial to 
those who received it.

It is not unusual to experience 
some worries and concerns 
during transition time, so these 
‘move-up days’ have been well 
received by those involved.

For those needing more support 
each school provides further 
help during transition period and 
starting back in the new term.

This week we launch what we hope will become a regular new schools, family and children's page, containing a selection of news, previews 
and reviews. It is compiled by new freelance contributor, Lucy Tedham, from Fort William, who can be contacted at fort@obantimes.co.uk

Fort William library launches its 
Summer Reading Challenge.
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Retiring president hands over chain of o�  ce

Andy and his Landie drop in to see LMRT

A� er a highly successful 
year as chairman, Lochaber 
Rotary Club president Iain 
Johnston stood down last 
week.

He handed over the chain 
of o�  ce to the new  president, 
Clive Talbot, at the club’s 
business lunch meeting on 
Wednesday June 26.

Mr Johnston told his fellow 
members that it had been 
an honour and a pleasure to 
serve as president for the past 
year and added: ‘I hope I have 
lived up to your expectations.’

Incoming president Mr 
Talbot thanked his predeces-
sor for his sterling work and 
said he ‘will be a hard act to 
follow’.

On taking over the pres-
ident’s chair, Mr Talbot 
reminded members that 
they were part of a global 
organisation of 1.2 million 
Rotarians in 35,000 clubs, 
whose aim was ‘service above 
self ’ and the promotion of   
peace and goodwill in the 
world.

Mr Talbot described this as 

a ‘scary and lo� y ambition’, 
but said: ‘My aims for my 
year in the chair are, � rstly, 
to redouble our fundraising 
e� orts to enable us to help 
more worthwhile causes and, 
secondly, to build up the club 
membership.’

Mr Talbot also urged 
members to come forward 
with ideas and suggestions to 
develop the club and maxim-
ise its e� ectiveness. He will 
now serve for a year, with 
the Reverend Richard Baxter 
serving as president-elect.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team members had a special 
visitor last week when former 
Royal Air Force medic Andy 
Elwood and his 46-year-old 
Land Rover dropped in to say 
hello.

Andy has been travelling 
around the bases of the UK 
mountain rescue teams, with 
one aim in mind – to have a 
‘good chinwag’.

Andy served as a winchman 
paramedic for 20 years in the 
RAF, including a tour in 2008 
as a medic in Afghanistan. 
His experiences showed him 
the need to care for mental 
health in the same way people  
do their physical health.

As a mental health � rst 

aider, he is working to bring 
to the fore the need for people 
to talk to one another, and 
about their experiences, to 
improve mental wellness and 
resilience.

He believes prevention is 
better than cure and that 
talking can help release the 
pressure that can build when 
things are bottled up.

Andy is traveling to moun-
tain rescue bases meeting and 
chatting with team members 
and raising awareness of 
the Mental Strength and 
Wellbeing Framework which 
is available to teams through 
the UK.

Mental health runs through 
all parts of everyone’s lives 

and although he is visiting 
rescue teams, Andy hopes to 
raise awareness that everyone 
needs to talk more.

On the transport front for 
this marathon e� ort, Andy 
is driving a 1973 series III 
88 petrol Land Rover a� er 
having a � ashback � ve years 
a� er extricating a casualty 
from one.

He is also using the iconic 
vehicle to build memories for 
the future, to remember his 
dad, and to have what he calls 
‘some quality me time’.

If anyone needs help, they 
can call the Samaritans 116 
123; they can also write to or 
email them. For more details 
visit Samaritans.org.

Retiring president of Lochaber Rotary Iain Johnston, second from left, hands over 
the chain of o�  ce to Clive Talbot, who takes up the post for the next year, after which 
president-elect Reverend Richard Baxter, right, will take over. Also in attendance to see 
the transfer was Jim Ross, left, district governor of Glasgow and West of Scotland.

Andy, left, with Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team member James Tedham.



� e sale of goose meat has 
been extended in the Western 
Isles to help farmers and 
cro� ers whose crops were 
being eaten by a rapidly rising 
goose population.

Pilot studies, conducted by 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH), were run in com-
munities in Uist, Lewis and 
Harris aimed at reducing 
goose impacts by managing 
their numbers and by selling 
goose meat locally.

� e studies con� rmed that 
resident greylag goose popu-
lations could absorb substan-
tial losses without any e� ect 
on their conservation status. 
Resident greylag geese are 
a quarry species, listed as a 
species of least concern, not 
endangered, threatened or 
vulnerable.

Sally � omas, SNH’s direc-
tor of people and nature, said: 
‘Wild geese are an important 
part of Scotland’s nature, but 
their rapid rise in numbers 
has been challenging for 

farmers and cro� ers. We 
understand it’s still an issue 
in some areas, with a di�  cult 
balance between conserva-
tion, farming and hunting.

‘Our goal is to give farmers 
and cro� ers the tools they 
need to safeguard their crops, 
by giving them the control 
to manage goose numbers 
sustainably through sport 
shooting, other control, or 

selling goose meat for pro� t.’
� e pilots are now being 

extended until the end of 
2019 and the 2019 transi-
tional Challenge Fund will 
help goose groups develop 
business models to generate 
income from the sale of res-
ident greylag goose meat in 
the long term.

SNH and goose manage-
ment groups are also explor-

ing other options together, 
such as more � exible licences 
when necessary, a review of 
bag limits in some areas, and 
egg-oiling.

� e pilot studies cost about 
£350,000 over � ve years to 
March 2017 and an additional 
£70,000 to March 2019. SNH 
is now o� ering a Challenge 
Fund of £25,000 to support 
sustainable management, as 
well as an additional £13,000 
for counts and productivity 
estimates.
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Last week, youngsters from 
across the country were 
enjoying the feeling of release 
from school to the freedom of 
the summer holidays.  

I remember that feeling well! 
When the bell rang on the 
� nal day of term at the end of 
June marking � ve to six weeks 
away from the con� nes of the 
classroom, it always brought 
to me a great sense of relief.  

� is was matched by the 
thoughts of doom that came 
at the beginning of August 
when the time came to 
return.  Generally, I enjoyed 
the social aspects of school, 
but I found time in the 
classroom tedious and despite 
the school on Tiree having a 
very high calibre of teachers, 
I just couldn’t develop any 
prolonged enthusiasm for the 
work in hand.  

I have no place in giving 
out career advice but there 
are two valuable and slightly 
contrasting lessons in my 
experience of school that I 
think are interesting to refer 
to and useful to apply to in 
other aspects of working life.  

� e � rst is that since you 
have to be at school anyway, 
you should try and get the 
most out of it regardless of 
future plans.  I always felt 

unmotivated in the school 
environment and in turn did 
the bare minimum of work 
that would get me reasonably 
good exam results and noth-
ing more.  

What a waste of time!  If I 
could turn the clock back, 
I would be bounding into 
school and thinking, ‘How 
can I make the most of this 
time and learn as much as 
I can while I have to be here 
anyway?’  With that attitude 
the time would have been far 
more productive and much 
less wearisome.   

I think generally that it is a 
mistake to determine career 
paths early on in life, but 
the more work that is put in 
at school then the wider the 
spectrum of choice one can 
obtain. 

Further, learning in any 
way and in any subject can be 
useful throughout the rest of 
your life regardless of what 
profession you follow.  

� e second lesson that my 
experience of school gives 
is that if you are doing a job 
that gives such huge relief 
to escape from and such a 
feeling of doom to return to, 
then another career should be 
considered.  

Where school is concerned, 

we have no choice but to be 
there and as said above we 
should make the most of 
it, but as adults we all have 
the freedom to move in our 
careers to � nd something 
ful� lling to spend our waking 
hours doing and provide us 
with an income. � e pressures 
of life can undoubtedly make 
this di�  cult but it should 
always be considered.  

I do realize that the theory 
of this can appear very simple 
but it is not so easy to put it 
into practise.

Since leaving school, I have 
never had a pre-conceived 
or de� ned work-life path but 
at every junction of career 
choice, I have always con-
sciously moved away from 
doing anything that in any 
way gives re� ections of the 
acute boredom I felt at school.   

I hope all those released 
from school last week have 
a great summer and return 
in August with renewed 
vigour for building a strong 
foundation for making varied 
and ful� lling future career 
choices.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar this 
week issued further informa-
tion in relation to the redesign 
of public bus services.

Last week, council members 
unanimously agreed a redesign 
process aimed at protecting 
frontline transport services in 
partnership with the commu-
nities of the Western Isles.

� e option selected will 
provide a minimal reduction 
in services. 

� e following are the main 
points:

 School transport for both 
entitled and non-entitled 
pupils will remain unchanged.

 Option four provides a very 
similar service to that current-
ly provided.

 � ere will be a slight 
reduction in the number of bus 
runs and more route sharing to 
multiple districts.

 Commuter services to and 
from Stornoway for both 8am 
and 9am start times and 6pm 
departure. Reduced middle of 
the day services.

 � e current evening servic-
es for all areas are contracted 
to continue to end March 
2020. � e increase in the 
Community Transport Fund 

will allow capacity for bespoke 
solutions for areas of particular 
need therea� er.

Indicative timetables will 
be available on the comhairle 
website a� er those tendering 
have been noti� ed of the out-
come of their bids and the due 
process has been completed.

Councillor Uisdean 
Robertson, chairman of 
the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, 
said: ‘� e comhairle has been 
listening to our communities 
and has chosen an option 
which we believe will best 
address the communities’ 
transport needs whilst also 
realising the necessary savings.

‘� rough the Community 
Transport Fund, we will 
continue working with com-
munities to ensure bespoke 
solutions for those areas with 
greatest needs.’

� e questions and an-
swers from the nine area 
‘Community Conversations’ 
are now available online. 
Visit www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
your-council/budgets-and-fi-
nance/community-conversa-
tions/information-on-bus-ser-
vices-redesign/

Council issues details of 
bus services redesign Sale of goose meat 

extended in islands
Pilot schemes that allow 
crofters and farmers to 
manage goose numbers 
sustainably have been 
extended to the end of 
2019.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions



Western Isles MP Angus Brendan MacNeil 
last week (Wednesday June 26) met Richard 
Ratcli� e, husband of Nazanin Zaghari-
Ratcli� e who is currently imprisoned in Iran.

In 2016, Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcli� e was 
imprisoned in Iran for � ve years a� er being 
convicted of spying, which she denies.

Commenting, Mr MacNeil said: ‘� is is a 
heart-breaking situation, many of us will have 
seen the news reports about the imprisonment 
of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcli� e.

‘Nazanin is on hunger strike in an Iranian 
prison and her husband Richard is supporting 
her by also going without food outside the 
Iranian Embassy in London.

‘I have been contacted by many constituents 

who are seeking justice for Nazanin and I was 
today able to meet with Richard outside the 
Iranian Embassy in London and pass on my 
constituents’ messages of support.’
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� e constituency MSP for 
Skye and Raasay, Kate Forbes, 
has added her voice to calls 
for a lower speed limit on 
the A87 at the Sconser ferry 
junction.

In response to growing  
concerns over road safety, Ms 
Forbes wrote to Transport 
Scotland earlier this year 
to ask it to conduct a speed 
survey on what is presently a 
60mph limit.

� e latest available � gures, 
from March 2013 to March 
2018, record no personal 
injury accidents 250 metres 
either side of the junction for 
the ferry, but it is understood 
there have been numerous 

near misses caused by sharp 
braking.

Ms Forbes commented: 
‘Even when I’ve not been 
catching the ferry to Raasay, 
on every journey to the north 
of Skye I will pass the junc-
tion for the Sconser ferry.

‘� ere have been several 
times where I have had to 
slam my brakes on, par-
ticularly when I’m driving 
southbound on the A87, 
either because visitors have 
slowed down to enjoy the pic-
turesque view across the sea, 
or because they are making 
a sharp turn in to catch the 
ferry.

‘We must not also forget 
that Raasay children get the 
bus here each school day – 
which involves crossing the 

road en route to Portree High 
School.

‘I wrote to Transport 
Scotland earlier this year, 
and was pleased that it agreed 
that BEAR Scotland would 
undertake a review around 
this junction.

‘Given the continued pop-
ularity of visitors to Skye, 
which will inevitably result 
in an increase in the number 
of vehicles passing this point 
on the A87, a reduction in the 
speed limit would be a helpful 
� rst step to addressing road 
safety issues here.’

Calls for lower 
speed limits at 
Sconser ferry

There are growing concerns about the road safety at the junction for the ferry.

Western Isles MP meets with husband 
of Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcli� e

Highland MSP Donald 
Cameron has said that the 
Scottish Government must 
seek expert advice if it is 
to address the challenge of 
depopulation in the region.

� e Conservative politician 
made his remarks following 
questions in the Scottish 
Parliament on Wednesday 
June 26, during which he 
highlighted the forecasts of a 
falling population in Argyll 
and Bute.

Following the question, Mr 
Cameron said: ‘� e popula-
tion forecasts for Argyll and 
Bute are alarming as they 

show a signi� cant predicted 
fall in the working-age pop-
ulation. � ese are the people 
we need to run vital public 
services, and to keep the local 
economy, and the businesses 
which underpin it, thriving.

‘I wanted reassurance that 
the task group would not just 
be made up of ministers. We 
need external experts who 
can provide robust advice 
and are independent of the 
government.

‘For instance, we have 
received indications of a 
population shi�  from areas in 
the west, to the east as people 

seek better housing. If this 
concern is borne out, we will 
need to have con� dence that 
the evidence will be properly 
scrutinised and acted upon. 
Anything less would be a 
dereliction of duty by the 
Scottish Government.’

Mr Cameron added: ‘� e 
Cabinet Secretary invited me 
to raise particular issues with 
the task group and I will cer-
tainly be doing that on behalf 
of everyone concerned about 
the sustainability of our com-
munities in Argyll and Bute, 
and across the Highlands and 
Islands.’

Road policing o�  cers have 
carried out a dedicated week-
end of activity in the Skye and 
Lochalsh area, with numer-
ous people to be reported for 
a variety of o� ences.

� ese include 16 for alleged 
speeding o� ences, two drivers 
for alleged careless or danger-
ous driving o� ences, six will 
be reported for not using a 

seatbelt, while numerous oth-
ers will be reported for o� enc-
es relating to the construction 
or use of their vehicle.

In total 60 vehicles were 
stopped between Friday June 
28 and Sunday June 30.

Road Policing Sergeant 
Ewan Calder said: ‘A sub-
stantial element of this work 
is about educating drivers 

and this included talking to a 
number of foreign drivers and 
o� ering advice on driving on 
Scotland’s roads.

‘However, we will enforce 
the law where required and 
I would urge drivers to be 
mindful of their behaviour 
while on the roads. Road 
safety is a priority in the Skye 
and Lochalsh.’

Cameron warns government 
over Highland depopulation

Skye and Lochalsh driving crackdown

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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It is time we cleaned up 
the litter problem
Late a� ernoon last Sunday I decided it was 
time to pick up the roadside litter on the A82 
between Spean Bridge and the High Bridge/
Leanachan Crossroads.

Next morning I walked down the same 
road to Spean Bridge and noticed two empty 
Costa co� ee cups, two drinks cans and a 
few wrappers had already been tossed out 
of vehicles. In just over a seven-hour period 
more than half a dozen items of litter were 
discarded. At this rate of ‘disposal’ the 
roadside verge will become an ugly sight for 
all the tourists to see.

Councillors, MPs and MSPs may get 
enthusiastic over proposed deposit schemes 
for bottles and cans, but the sad fact is that 
Highland Council has not removed roadside 
litter beyond towns and villages for years. 

� ere are tonnes of roadside litter scattered 
over Scotland, and with the current situa-
tion regarding resources and budgets there 
seems to be a lack of enthusiasm in resolving 
the matter. Perhaps it’s now the thought of 
having to deal with extra litter and having 
no central recycling facilities.

I have suggested on numerous occasions 
that litter could be collected while grass cut-
ting, as I’m sure Bear Scotland and Highland 
Council can � gure out ways of doing this in 
a safe manner. 

If a grass cutting machine can plod along 
on a trunk road with just an arrow on the 
back, a few � ashing lights and a couple of 
advance warning signs then what’s wrong 
with the council working in tandem with a 
small truck signs saying, ‘Litter picking is 
dangerous work and causes delays’?

And what about a large sign in shops that 
sell takeaway drinks and food saying, ‘We 
care about the environment and don’t want 
our used merchandise to be discarded by the 
roadside’.
Alan Robinson, Spean Bridge.

Committee letter
It has recently been brought to our attention 
that a letter submitted on behalf of the Oban 
Lorn and the Isles Area Committee, which 
was signed by elected members councillors 
Robertson, McCuish, Green, Devon and 
McGrigor was printed in � e Oban Times 
on June 13 (Mull nursery plan under threat).

We would like to make it very clear that we 

in no way support or endorse the contents 
of this letter and as committee members 
we also strongly object to the submission of 
this letter, without our consent, under the 
collective auspices of the area committee.

For the bene� t of our constituents, it 
would therefore be very much appreciated 
if you would print our response as a means 

of going some way to setting the record 
straight on this matter.
Councillor Julie McKenzie and Councillor 
Jim Lynch, Argyll and Bute.

Thank you
� rough your columns I would like to thank 
Argyll   and Bute’s cemetery maintenance 

We have written in this space before 
about the great sense of community that 
is to be found in many places around 
Lochaber.

So it should come as little surprise that 
we report this week the story of how 
a number of people came together to 
provide a solution to a bee colony that 
had set up home in a Corpach house.

Members of Lochaber Beekeepers’ 
Association and roo� ng contractor 
Andy Gow and his team joined forces in 
a complex initiative to remove the bees 
while leaving them unharmed, and to 
relocate them to another site.

� e whole thing passed o�  successfully 
thanks to some creative thinking and 
cooperation between the sca� olders, 
roofers and beekeepers.

It was another � ne example of commu-
nity spirit overcoming the odds.

No sting in the 
tale of unwanted 
bees in Corpach

A notable record set by 
Fort William sailor Rich
� ere can be few achievements more 
notable than setting a world record, 
especially in a sport with literally millions 
of participants  around the planet.

� at is the backdrop against which Fort 
William sailor Rich Mitchell must be 
viewed, having jointly set, along with old 
friend Will Hodshon, a new world record 
for the fastest UK mainland circumnaviga-
tion in an open sailing dinghy.

� e pair achieved their goal in 15 days 
and four hours, a truly marathon e� ort 
worthy, hopefully, of recognition by the 
Guinness World Records.

� ere is one caveat raised by Rich: the 
changing face of our coastal waters as a 
result of pollution.

� at aside, we salute Rich for his e� orts, 
which will boost two worthwhile charities.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would like 
to see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 
Fort William. 
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Nursery children from Bun Sgoil Gaidhlig Loch Abar 
enjoyed fun in the sun with a picnic  in the spectacular 
scenery surrounding the Lochaber Rural Education Trust.  

The group, which was making its � nal visit before 
the holidays, spent the morning baking cakes, visit-

ing  the  animals and taking a walk along one of the many 
paths around the ‘An Clachan’ centre. 

The Rural Education Trust welcomes hundreds of 
children of all ages and abilities from all over Lochaber 
each year. 

They take part in many activities, hearing about rural 
life, planting � ower and vegetable gardens, baking and 
cooking, having the opportunity to see farm animals and 
going on guided walks in the countryside.
Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Arisaig Strings group 
gives its � rst concert
Mallaig, Morar and Arisaig String 
Orchestra held its � rst concert at 
Astley Hall in Arisaig on Monday 
night.

� e group was formed at the 
beginning of this year by strings 
instructor Rebecca McLean and 
includes nine of her pupils from the 
area.

� e audience enjoyed tea, co� ee 
and home-baking along with the 
music.

Nursery visits rural complex open day
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Lochaline composer’s 
work played at 
Ardtornish concert 
� e work of Lochaline composer 
Lisa Robertson was among a selec-
tion of new compositions performed 
by a contemporary string ensemble 
at Ardtornish House last � ursday 
evening.

� e Inchcolm New Music 
Ensemble has been developing an 
ongoing cycle of Scottish music in-
spired by the ‘Inchcolm Antiphoner’.

� e Antiphoner is a plainchant 
written more than 1,000 years ago 
by monks at the island of Inchcolm 
in the Firth of Forth. � e Ardtornish 
concert was part of a series which 
then saw the new music taken to 
Iona Abbey and St Giles Cathedral 
in Edinburgh.

Ms Robertson developed a 
piece entitled May � is House 
Stand. � e young woman from 
Lochaline has studied at both the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland 
in Glasgow and Royal Holloway 
College in London. 

She was also recently shortlisted 
for the Dorico Award for Small Scale 
New Work at the Scottish Awards 
for New Music.

� e concert was very well received 
by all who attended.

� Nether Lochaber Community 
Council is holding its annual 
general meeting tonight (Thursday 
July 4) at 7pm in Nether Lochaber 
Village Hall. Everyone is welcome.
� Ice Factor Kinlochleven, home 
to the world’s largest indoor ice 
climbing facility, is raising money 
for charity with its annual fun-� lled 
family open day on Saturday 
July 6. The centre will be hosting 
activities for children and adults 
including instructed rock climbing 
and aerial adventure course 
sessions, the chance to tackle 
the gravity defying swing and a 
tombola, children’s tombola and 
coconut shy.
� Glencoe, Ballachulish and 
Kinlochleven Florist will hopefully 
be helping to cheer folk up in Fort 
William, Kinlochleven, Glencoe, 
Ballachulish and Onich on 
Saturday July 6 by leaving little 
bouquets of � owers in random 
places, all of which will be in need 
of a home. It could be on a park 
bench, a bus stop, on a wall or 

anywhere where people will � nd 
them.  They can then keep them or 
pass them on to somebody else to 
brighten up their day.
� Lochaber Sensory Care for Sight 
and Hearing Support will visit Mor-
vern on Monday July 8. The team 
will be based in Morvern Medical 
Centre in Lochaline from 10.30am 
to 12.30pm. They will o� er help 
and advice to anyone with a sight 
or hearing impairment and will 
re-tube and check NHS hearing 
aids and supply batteries for these. 
Appointments are not required for 
the team’s free services.
� Lochaber Women’s Aid is holding 
a fundraiser entitled Welcome to 
a Well You on Friday July 12 from 
7.30pm to 9pm in The Highland 
Bookshop, Fort William. The £5 
entry price includes a drink with 
all proceeds going to Lochaber 
Women’s Aid.
� Invernevis House’s annual 
fundraising garden party takes 
place on Saturday July 13 from 
noon until 4pm.

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

Lisa Robertson.

Robert MacMillan is looking forward to his retirement.

Mallaig Port chief 
retires after 35 years
Robert MacMillan said a fond fare-
well to Mallaig Harbour Authority 
last Friday a� er 35 years.

Colleagues, past and present, as 
well as family and friends from the 
community, gathered together at the 
Harbour O�  ce to wish him all the 
best for his retirement.

Mr MacMillan, who is 71, has 
worked for the ports and � shing 
industry in the Mallaig area since 
leaving school.

He says he is looking forward to 
spending some time in the garden 
with his wife Anne, but that seafar-
ing will always be in his blood.

Lochaber Rural Education Trust 
will hold an open day   at the Rural 
Education Centre, Aonach Mor 
Road, Fort William, on Saturday 
from 10am to noon.

On view will be the children’s 
garden, polytunnel, greenhouses 
and plants for sale.

Memorabilia and photographs 
of bygone cro� ing days will be on 

show in the museum. � ere will also 
be butter churning demonstrations 
with fresh butter for sale.

� ere will also be competitions for 
children as well as the guinea pigs, 
rabbits and chickens.

A silent auction, ra�  e and teas/
co� ees with home-baking will 
also be included. Admission is by 
donation.

Rural education trust set for Fort open day

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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GOLF

LOTTERY NUMBERS

ATHLETICS

Portree           1
Mallaig             3

William Wilson League

Mallaig go six points clear

Fort William Golf Club’s lotto numbers last week were 2, 
5 and 17. There were no winners this week. The prize for 
the draw today, Thursday July 4, will be £200.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers last week 
were 3, 11 and 15. There was one winner of the £1,400 
jackpot this week. Next week’s jackpot will be £200.

Caol Community Centre bingo club’s lotto numbers 
were 7, 9 and 12. There was one winner, Mrs S Fraser, 
who won £200, so next week’s jackpot will be £100.

The numbers in the Caol Regeneration Lotto this week 
were 2, 7 and 20. There was no winner. Next week’s 
prize will be £300.

Lochaber Camanachd Club lottery numbers for 
Tuesday, June 11 were 8, 12 and 16 with no winners. The 
results for Tuesday, June 18, were 6, 10 and 16  with one 
winner Zandz Ferguson who won the £1,300 prize. The 
numbers for the draw on Tuesday, June 25, were 3, 11, 
14. There was no winner so there will be a £200 next 
week.

Lochaber club lotteries

Trio win Neilly Fraser 
Memorial at Spean Bridge
Spean Bridge Golf Course was blessed with beautiful 
weather and a large turnout to remember the club’s 
former president at the second Neilly Fraser Memorial 
competition.

The winners of the three-man Texas scramble were, 
above from second left, Kris Wright, John Forbes and 
Darren Duncan, who received the trophy from Neilly’s 
wife, Mary, along with club secretary Brian Smith, left.  
The longest drive was Scott Lawrie and nearest the pin 
Christian Astelian.  All proceeds from the ra�  e were 
donated to the Macmillan Cancer nurses in Lochaber.

Neilly Fraser Memorial Trophy winners

FOOTBALL

Mallaig extended their 
unbeaten start to their 
title defence on Saturday 
as they beat Portree in 
Skye.

Goals from Tom Ben� eld, 
Brett Macmillan and 
a penalty from Andy 

Cunnigham sealed the 
victory for the reigning 
champions.

They sit top of the 
league, six points clear of 
nearest challengers Sleat 
and Strath, having won 
eight out of eight games 
so far.

The Lochaber side are 
away to Gairloch/Aultbea 
United this Saturday July 
6.

Mallaig FC.

Hill runners take 
on LAC’s Triple 
Hirple series race

Runners set o�  from Claggan Park on the Meal an t-Suidhe leg of the Triple Hirple race weekend. Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Hill runners were put through 
their paces last weekend as 
Lochaber Athletic Club’s an-
nual Triple Hirple took place.

One of the most keenly an-
ticipated events of the club’s 
racing calendar, the Triple 
Hirple is a three-leg series of 
steep hill races designed to 
test even the most hardened 

of competitors. � e weekend 
began on Saturday with one 
of the most gruelling uphill 
races in the club circuit, the 
Meal an t-Suidhe, which saw 
competitors scramble up the 
steep face of the hill from 
Claggan Park.

� e was no rest for the 
runners as the next day they 

set o�  again on the Half Ben 
Race.

� e third and � nal leg of 
the weekend’s races was the 
Cow Hill Race, which took 
place on Monday night with 
competitors starting at O�  
Beat Bikes on the High Street.

� e results of the Triple 
Hirple had not yet been 

collated by the time the 
Lochaber Times went to 
print. 

Visit the Lochaber Athletic 
Club Facebook page or web-
site (lochaberac.co.uk) for 
the full results.

Duo win Fitzsimons 
nominated pairs
The winners of the James Fitzsimons nominated pairs at 
the Fort William Railway Bowling Club in Inverlochy were,  
from left, Agnes Boyle, Eddie Downs, and runners-up 
Robert Hunter, and Ian Rodger. This competition had to 
be cancelled earlier in the year because of bad weather. 
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography. 

The James Fitzsimons nominated pairs winners.

All systems go for 
D & K Cup in Oban
� e organisers of the annual 
D & K La� erty Cup tour-
nament, Oban Saints, say 
everything is in place for this 
year’s competition.
 � e six-team tournament, in 
its 26th year, will take place 
at Moss� eld Stadium and 
Glencruitten rugby pitch on 
Saturday July 13.
 Teams taking part are old 
friends from the Scottish 
Premier League Hamilton 
Accies along with Scottish 
Championship sides Dundee 
United, who won the tour-
nament last year, and Alloa 
Athletic.
 St Anthony’s will represent 
the junior side of Scottish 
football with newly-promot-
ed Greater Glasgow League 
out� t South Lochaber � istle 
along with hosts Oban 

Saints � ying the � ag for the 
amateurs.
 � e competition, which 
starts at 11am, is a round-rob-
in event with the teams play-
ing each other in short, sharp 
30-minute games to see who 
will take home the impressive 
D & K La� erty Cup.
 Organiser David Buchanan 
said: ‘It’s a great day of foot-
ball played in a friendly but 
competitive manner.
 ‘� ere are 15 games on the 
day so supporters can pick 
and choose which games they 
want to watch.’
 Dougie Imrie of Hamilton 
Accies said: ‘It’s a great 
tournament, I’ve played in 
it several times. It’s ideal for 
building up players’ � tness. 

FOOTBALL
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Future stars rewarded by 
South Lochaber Thistle

Some of the youth players who were rewarded at the recent prize giving. 

South Lochaber � istle � n-
ished this school year o�  in 
style with an award ceremony 
for its primary pupils.

� e Kinlochleven-based 
club has been running free 
primary football coaching 
for all primary pupils every 
Friday throughout the year 
for any child in the associated 
schools’ group.

Overseen by � rst team 
coach Albie Robertson and 
women’s team goalkeeper 
Ailsa Jansen more than 
20 pupils have been to the 
sessions. Robertson came up 

with the idea of presenting 
them with a certi� cate to 
thank the youngsters for their 
dedication and hard work 
across the year.

Club President Peter 
Newman said: ‘SLT’s long 
term vision is to provide foot-
ball for everyone, regardless 
of age or gender, from cradle 
to grave. 

‘Introducing a women’s 
team and the primary football 
this season is an important 
step towards achieving this 
aim.

‘I’m incredibly grateful 

to Albie and Ailsa, but also 
to the head teachers on the 
site, Rebecca Machin and 
Louise Chisholm, as well as 
the janitors and support sta�  
who help us put this on every 
week.

‘Finally, thank you to the 
pupils who have been a 
delight to work with. We 
look forward to helping them 
develop in the future.’

� e primary school football 
coaching sessions are held at 
Kinlochleven Primary School 
and are provided free for 
everyone. � e next session 

a� er the summer holidays 
will be August 23 at 4.15pm.

Primary head teacher Mrs 
Chisholm, said: ‘We are so 
grateful to South Lochaber 
� istle for putting on such 
a consistent programme for 
our boys and girls. � ey have 
greatly valued these extra 
curricular opportunities. 
Having both a male and 
female coach at the sessions 
has provided superb role 
modelling too.’

YOUTH FOOTBALL

New 
strips for 
Lochaber 
youth
Lochaber 
Camanachd are 
presented with 
their new strips, 
courtesy of sponsor 
David MacDonald 
Roo� ng.
Photo: Abrightside 
Photography. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday July 4, 2019 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 00.36 0.7 06.40 3.8 
 12.48 0.5 18.49 4.0
Fri 01.25 0.7 07.22 3.8 
 13.33 0.5 19.33 3.9
Sat 02.15 0.7 08.07 3.6 
 14.21 0.5 20.19 3.8
Sun 03.06 0.8 08.55 3.4 
 15.11 0.7 21.09 3.7
Mon 04.01 1.0 09.49 3.2 
 16.04 0.8 22.04 3.5
Tues 05.01 1.2 10.53 3.1 
 17.02 1.0 23.08 3.3
Wed 06.08 1.3 12.16 3.0 
 18.06 1.2  **.** *.*              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Heavy rain showers and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
11°C to 15ºC.
Friday 
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
10ºC to 15ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

14

15

13
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Hill runners take on 
LAC’s Triple Hirple 
series race

Future stars 
rewarded by South 
Lochaber Thistle

FOOTBALL

Fort youths enjoy end 
of season prizegiving

Owen O’Hagan, P6 most 
improved player. 

Young Rydings 
makes history

Jean� eld Swifts            3
Fort William            9

Pre-season friendly

Fort William got their 
pre-season underway in 
some style on Saturday as 
they comfortably swept 
aside Perth side Jean� eld 
Swifts.

Fielding a young side, 
which included four youth 
squad players, the Fort put in 
a vibrant performance, with 
plenty of attacking gusto.

Robbie Rydings proved the 
star of the show as he made 
his debut for the senior side 
at just 14 years of age. It is 
believed that Rydings may 
be the youngest player and 
youngest goal scorer in the 
club’s history. His impressive 
performance was topped o�  
with a goal when he drilled 
home a penalty kick into the 
top corner of the net.

Fort’s goals came from 
hat-trick hero Aidan Taylor 
and John Treasurer, who 
bagged a brace. Ruaridh 
Macdonald, Scott Hunter 
and Robert Nevison were 
also on the scoresheet.

Robbie Rydings. 
Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

As the senior players at Fort 
William FC got their pre-
season � xtures underway on 
Saturday, the youth players 
at the club were marking the 
end of their season with a 
celebratory prize giving.

� e clubhouse was packed 
as players of all ages, from 
primary up to under 17, 
received their awards a� er an 
impressive year for the club’s 
youth ranks. � e board felt 
the evening was a positive 
re� ection on the progress 
the club has made since 12 
months ago, at which point 
the club was at risk of folding.

Commenting on the 
awards evening, chairman 
Peter Murphy said the big 
turnout from youth players 
on Saturday evening showed 
why it was so important to 
keep the club alive.

In a statement, he said: ‘It’s 
been hard and the club has 
taken a few knocks over the 
year but days like yesterday 
make it all worthwhile and 
give the kids of Fort William a 
platform. To have four of our 
youth team players playing 

Under 13s’ prize winners: 
Ryan Hunter, Ben Corner, 
Archie Mackinnon and 
Ryan Cameron.

Under 15s’ winners: Ben 
Mackinnon, most im-
proved, and Alec Morrison, 
player of year.

P4 and P5 winners: Robbie Coltart (P5) Angus Riddle (P4), Ian Boyle (P5) and Travis Colyer 
(P4). Photos: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Lewis Luxton P6, player of 
year. 

Jamie Connelly, P7 most 
improved player. 

yesterday in the senior’s � rst 
pre-season match, it could be 
a sign of things to come and 
gives the club a bright future.

‘I would like to thank all 
the coaches who have help 
to achieve this with all their  
hard work and commitment. 
To all the sponsors that have 
help fund these events and 
help the football club be able 
to get out in the community 
and give so many kids the 
chance to start enjoying 
football again.

‘So, with a bright future, 
hopefully we can make the 
town proud and give them the 
football club it deserves.’

� e prize winners were 
as follows: P4 player of year 
– Angus Riddle; P4 most 
improved – Travis Colyer.

P5 player of year – Robbie 
Coltart; P5 most improved – 
Ian Boyle.

P6 player of year – Lewis 
Luxton; P6 most improved – 
Owen O Hagan.

P7 player of year – Jordan 
Cameron; P7 most improved 

– Jamie Connelly.
Under 13s: player of year 

–  Ryan Hunter and Ben 
Corner; most improved – 
Archie MacKinnon and Ryan 
Cameron.

Under 15s: most improved 
– Ben Mackinnon; player of 
year – Alec Morrison.

Under 17s: player of year 
– Dylan Wilson; most im-
proved – Martyn Denny.

YOUTH FOOTBALL
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