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‘Gagged’ campaigners wanting 
to stop the council imposing 
parking charges on residents 
and visitors to Iona are 
demanding they are given a 
hearing on Mull.

Representatives from six Mull 
and Iona communities tried to 
halt a mainland meeting sched-
uled for yesterday at which 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee was due to make 
a controversial decision about 
o� -street parking charges.

When campaigners discov-
ered they would not be able to 
make deputations at the meet-
ing, they formally requested the 
matter be referred to a hearing  
on Mull, and only once an 
Island Communities Impact 
Assessment has been carried 
out with the community and 
Scottish Government.

Shiona Ruhemann, from Iona 
Community Council, said the 
council changed tra�  c regu-
lation order (TRO) procedures 
last year without telling them 
� rst, wiping out the chance for 
people to address elected coun-
cillors at the decision-making 
meeting.

A letter to the council’s 
executive director of customer 

services, Douglas Hendry, sent 
by Iona Community Council, 
Mull and Iona Community 
Trust, Mull Community 
Council, Tobermory Harbour 
Association, Mull and 
Iona Ferry Committee and 
South West Mull and Iona 
Development warned that de-
nying deputations would only 
further damage the council’s 
reputation and communities’ 
trust in it.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council told � e 
Oban Times it was  a quasi-ju-
dicial process, implementing 
a full council decision, which 
delegates the determination of 
the TRO to the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee.

‘� e council has conducted an 
open consultation in line with 
this legal process. Members of 
the area committee received 
details of all the representations 
made and met with local com-
munity groups,’ she said.

But Dr Ruhemann said 
calling it an open consultation 
was ‘garbage’ and that feelings 
on Iona had been ‘completely 
ignored’.

‘� ere was not an open con-
sultation. � ey ignored Iona 
completely. � ey did not even 
realise the car parks mattered 
to us. � ere was an abject 
failure to understand the links 

that are our lifelines. � ey have 
no understanding whatsoever.’

� e six community groups 
said the report to councillors 
did not ‘accurately or fairly 
re� ect’ their objections, which 
meant both objectors and elect-
ed council members were being 
dealt with ‘unfairly and with a 
lack of transparency’.

Dr Ruhemann added: ‘If the 
charges go ahead, they will 
harm the sustainability of our 
island. � e area committee 
does not have the information 
it needs to make a proper 
decision.’

Moray Finch, general 
manager of Mull and Iona 
Community Trust said: ‘It’s 
incredibly sad the council is 
pursuing this tra�  c regulation 
order and forcing the com-
munity to waste so much time 
trying to defend the island way 
of life.’

Long-term parking for 
islanders and visitors using 
ferries is currently free but 
Argyll and Bute Council is now 
proposing to charge vehicles £9 
a day, every day of the week, 365 
days a year.

O�  cers recommended the 
charges go ahead at Fionnphort, 
including a reduced 12-month 
rate for Iona residents costing 
£285 and limited to two per-
mits per household.

Fury at parking ‘tax’ gag
by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

One-year-old Mila McCracken from Oban was crowned the winner of The Oban 
Times Bonnie Babies competition. After � ve rounds of voting, 70 entrants were 
whittled down to one, with Mila taking home the £500 � rst prize. Mila’s parents, 
Victoria Pacitti and Stephen McCracken, said: ‘We were really happy to � nd out she 
had won as we knew the competition was very popular in the local area and a lot of 
people were voting, so it means a lot that she won. We just want to say thank you 
to everyone who took the time to vote and her money will be put into her savings 
account to spend when she is older.’

Mila is this year’s bonniest baby

Mull man 
receives BEM 
after ‘sel� ess 
service’

Oban Live 
2019 - 
picture 
special
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POLICE FILES
� Between 2.15pm and 3pm 
on Thursday June 6, a trailer 
containing a ride-on mower, 
a boat engine and two 
trolley jacks was stolen from 
outside a property in Hynish 
Crescent, Oban.
� On Friday June 7, at 
Moss� eld Stadium, Oban, 
two women aged 16 and 27 
were arrested for behaving 
in an abusive manner. The 
women were both later 
issued with recorded police 
warnings.
� At about 1.20am on 
Saturday June 8, in Dunollie 
Road, Oban, a woman aged 
26 assaulted a man aged 28. 
The woman was arrested 
and charged and a report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� At about 10.50am on 
Saturday June 8, a green 
or yellow motorbike was 
driven in a dangerous 
manner while overtaking on 
the A816 at Kilmore, Oban. 

The unidenti� ed motorbike 
struck a blue Toyota Yaris 
and failed to stop.
� At about 3.25am on Sun-
day June 9, at Corran Halls, 
Oban, a car was stopped 
and the 47-year-old driver 
was arrested for being under 
the in� uence of alcohol. The 
man was charged with the 
o� ence, held for court and a 
report was submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� At about 11.55pm on 
Saturday June 8, the Lorn 
Medical Centre, Oban, was 
broken into, but no items 
were stolen.
� At about 10pm on Sunday 
June 9, at the Corran Espla-
nade and North Pier, Oban, 
two women aged 18 and 27 
were arrested for behaving 
in an abusive manner. Both 
were charged and a report 
will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� Anyone with information 
can contact police on 101.

Appin man admits 
fi rearms offences
A gun collector is facing a 
possible jail term following 
a large-scale � rearms raid at 
his cottage.

Robert Lockhart came to 
the attention of Border Force 
o�  cials a� er they intercepted 
a package addressed to him 
last November. � e parcel 
contained a handgun, spark-
ing a search of his home in 
Appin.

Police and the National 
Crime Agency seized more 
� rearms and ammunition af-
ter the 50-year-old stated: ‘I’ll 
show you where everything 
is.’

Lockhart – a cruise ship en-
gineer – appeared at the High 
Court in Glasgow on Monday 
and pleaded guilty to a series 

of � rearms charges. He will 
be sentenced next month.

� e court heard Border 
Force seized the package at 
its depot in Leicestershire. It 
was found to hold a handgun 
capable of � ring blanks. 
O�  cials later searched 
Lockhart’s home, with a total 
of seven handguns seized. 
Lockhart then admitted he 
had a ‘decommissioned’ 
shotgun in a cabinet.

Prosecutor Allan Nicol said: 
‘He then led up into the attic 
which had been converted 
into a basic room with shoot-
ing targets in open view.’

Police also seized ammu-
nition and � ares. � e guns 
were described as gas alarm 
pistols, made in Turkey, 

Germany and Italy. � e court 
heard they were not capable 
of discharging bullets. � e 
ammunition included blank 
and pepper spray cartridges.

Lockhart did not have the 
relevant � rearms certi� cates 
or authority to have them.

Mr Nicol said: ‘He stated 
he enjoyed shooting from 
an early age and that he was 
a collector. He said he held 
� rearms and shotguns legally 
for 10 years without issue.

‘He went on to say he 
applied for a shotgun and 
airgun licence, but it had 
been refused.’

Lockhart claimed he had 
the pepper spray as his chick-
en ‘got attacked’. 

‘He also said he had � ares 

for using on his boat. Police 
later found he had made 
a number of gun-related 
Google searches, including: 
‘10 months and still not 
receive my shotgun licence ... 
why delays?’

It also emerged he had 
ordered items from a Czech-
based � rm called Balistas.
com – the charges Lockhart 
pleaded guilty to included 
being in possession of the 
weapons.

Tony Lenehan, defending, 
told the court: ‘� ere is no 
suggestion that he was up to 
no good. He has an interest in 
� rearms and replicas.’

Lady Stacey remanded 
him in custody and deferred 
sentencing for reports.

Catriona Petit, Mary MacDonald, Margaret Martin and 
Taylor Johnston. 17_T23_HopeKitchen01

Student aims to discover Hope Kitchen’s impact on Oban
An American student has 
been travelling between 
Oban and Edinburgh for the 
past month to determine the 
impact Hope Kitchen has on 
the community.

Taylor Johnson, who is 
from Minnesota and is 
studying international and 
social research at Edinburgh 
University, said the Oban 
charity was ‘amazing’.

Taylor has been running 
various activities, such as 
focus groups and interviews 

in the charity’s premises on 
Soroba Road.

‘Hope Kitchen is amazing,’ 
the 21-year-old said. ‘It has 
been so inspiring being here 
and seeing the impact it has.

‘We are focused on how 
we can show the impact 
that Hope Kitchen is having 
through telling people’s 
stories. I have been trying to 
do that and also trying to get 
some feedback on the services 
and the food that Hope o� ers 
– in that regard everyone 

loves Hope so much. It’s dif-
� cult to get critical feedback. 
Everyone is so nice.’

Hope not only provides hot 
meals and company to people 
in the community, the charity 
also doubles up as a foodbank 
and delivers parcels to those 
in need.

Taylor said that she had 
heard stories about people 
from neighbouring villages 
travelling to Oban to visit 
Hope.

‘I feel like if you come here 

more than once, you do feel 
like part of the family. I will 
be doing research for Hope 
and making a report that 
outlines the team’s impact.’

Catriona Petit from Hope 
said: ‘Taylor has been really 
good. It is a really huge project 
she is doing for us because we 
really need to understand the 
needs that we have.

‘We want to make sure we 
are doing the best job that we 
can. So this project will help 
us do that.’

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports
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Oban man admits intending to steal
A 39-year-old Oban man 
has admitted to being in a 
work yard with the intent to 
commit the� .

William McConnell, of 4 
Flada Road, Oban, admitted 
to being in the curtilage with-
out lawful authority when he 
appeared in Oban Sheri�  
Court on Wednesday June 5.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said the gates were 
locked on June 3 and when 
sta�  returned to work on June 

4, they noted that a number 
of items had been moved.

Video footage showed a 
male looking around the 
yard, looking in vehicles,  try-
ing door handles and moving 
various items around.  A� er 
viewing the footage, police 
o�  cers identi� ed the male.

O�  cers came across the 
accused wearing the same 
clothes the next day and he 
was arrested.

‘It was noted that he was 

under the in� uence of drugs,’ 
Mr McGinty added. ‘While in 
police custody, his condition 
worsened and he was trans-
ferred to Oban hospital.’

McConnell’s solicitor said his 
client was under the in� uence 
of alcohol having been at a 
party and that he had lost his 
keys and was in the yard trying 
to � nd shelter. It was later 
revealed he had taken ben-
zodiazepine. Sheri�  Hughes 
deferred sentence until June 19.

Martyn’s Monday Club tops Ben Nevis
Fundraising peaked at £2,500 
for Martyn’s Monday Club 
when a group of supporters 
conquered Ben Nevis at the 
weekend.

Saturday’s climb was organ-
ised by Eilidh Cruickshanks, 
sister of Oban man Martyn 
Cruickshanks, who took his 
life last year.

� ere were 30 walkers, 
including Martyn’s family, 

who made it up and down 
in sunshine, helping spread 
awareness of suicide preven-
tion and mental health.

Representatives from MMC 
were also at Oban Live pro-
moting the club and giving 
out wristbands, with more 
than £1,000 raised there.

‘Could we also thank 
Pauline Cli� ord, Neil 
MacKay and the Oban Live 

team for their support and 
all the other amazing people 
who came and spoke to us,’ 
said MMC facilitator Des 
Macmillan.

MMC and the Tuesday 
women’s club meet from 
7-9pm at Hope in Soroba 
Road, helping people over 18 
through life when they are 
struggling with mental health, 
feeling down, sad or lonely.

BEM after ‘selfl ess service’
An integral member of 
Tobermory’s community was 
presented with his British 
Empire Medal on Friday.

Alistair ‘Alick’ Livingston, 
who has volunteered with 
Tobermory Coastguard 
Rescue Team for 45 years, 
received a BEM for services 
to HM Coastguard.

He was given the accolade 
in the New Year’s Honours 
list but o�  cially received the 
medal last Friday.

� e day also marked 
Alick’s retirement from his 
role as street cleaner with 
Argyll and Bute Council 
a� er 36 years.

And in true Alick fashion, 
on the day of his retirement, 
he was up at 4am to ensure 
the streets were gleaming 
before visitors arrived.

� e Tobermory man was 
also in charge of maintaining 
the clock on Main Street.

Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon said: ‘He keeps us on 
time and keeps us tidy.’

Lord Lieutenant for Argyll 
and Bute, Patrick Stewart, 
travelled to the island on 
Friday to give Alick his BEM.

He said: ‘I am here on 
behalf of Her Majesty the 
Queen. � is is a very impor-
tant occasion, not just for 
Alick, but for the community 
of Tobermory and the wider 
island of Mull.’

Flora Corbett, the Depute 
Lord Lieutenant, added: 
‘Mr Livingston receives 
his British Empire Medal 

for continuous and sel� ess 
service to HM Coastguard as 
a member of the Tobermory 
Coastguard Rescue Team 
for over 45 years. Not only 
turning out for the regular 
and constant drills, but also 
for promoting the service 
throughout Mull.

‘In addition to this im-
portant, and sometimes 
arduous, voluntary service, 
he has through his employ-
ment with Argyll and Bute 
Council gone above and 

beyond his terms of service 
in maintaining the streets of 
Tobermory in as a pristine 
condition as he can.’

Alick thanked everyone 
who came to the presenta-
tion, adding: ‘I got a surprise 
when I got the mail through 
for my BEM. I could not 
believe it. I am very chu� ed.’

E� orts are being made 
to � nd a ‘replacement’. 
However, Councillor Mary-
Jean Devon said: ‘� is is one 
person we will never replace.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Depute Lord 
Lieutenant 
for Argyll 
and Bute 
Flora 
Corbett, Alick 
Livingston 
and Lord 
Lieutenant 
for Argyll 
and Bute 
Patrick 
Stewart. 
17_T24_Alastair 

Livingston01

The o�  cial launch of a de� brillator at Glen Iosal in 
Tobermory took place last Friday. Alick Livingston had 
the pleasure of cutting the ribbon, shortly after he 
received his British Empire Medal for services to HM 
Coastguard. Iain Campbell, chairman of the Friends of 
Glen Iosal Group, said the money to buy the de� brilla-
tor came from a number of sources, including a grant 
from the MESS project, which is managed by the Mull 
and Iona Community Trust. 

He said: ‘The total raised to purchase the de� b and 
cabinet came to £1,529. So a huge thanks to them all. 
Without the e� ort of all these groups and individuals, 
the de� brillator would not have been installed here.’

Alick cuts the ribbon for de� brillator
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by Maeve Eason Hubbard
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Oban’s Park Primary faced 
down a gloomy weather 
forecast as they prepared to 
hold their annual sports day 
last Friday (June 7).

Fortune favoured the 
brave, however, with the 
school enjoying bright sun-
shine instead as the games 
got under way.

Excited students laughed 
and giggled as they com-
peted in events such as the 
three-legged race and egg-
and-spoon race, cheered on 
by their teachers and a large 
crowd of family and friends. 
Plenty of fun was had o�  the 
� eld, too, with stalls run by 
the youngsters o� ering a 
variety of games, including 
skittles, cards and a lucky 
dip. 

Players refuelled on treats 
such as strawberries and 

cream from the popular 
refreshment stand nearby.

Clouds had gathered 
overhead by early a� ernoon 
and students gave a rousing 
performance on the drums 
in the hope of scaring them 
away. 

It appeared to work, with 
the rain holding o�  for the 
rest of the competition.

� e school’s three clans – 
Kerrera, Lismore and Iona 
– waged a friendly battle for 
the championship through-
out the day. 

Scores remained close, 
with Lismore eventually tak-
ing � rst place in an exciting 
� nish.

Sun shines as Park enjoys  
splendid school sports day

For more photographs, 
visit www.obantimes.co.uk

BUYAPHOTO
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Add space and value to
your home with a Cairngorm 
conservatory or sunroom 

NEED MORE
ROOM?
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Vision of majesty appears at the Little Bay

Little racers do their bit for cancer research

Weighing in at just 90,049 
tonnes, the Queen Victoria 
is the smallest of Cunard’s 
ships but her majestic 
appearance drew plenty of 
attention nonetheless as 
she sat just outside Oban 
Bay on Friday. Carrying 
nearly 2,000 passengers 
and 900 crew, the 13-year-
old vessel arrived at 8am 
on Friday and was present 
for most of the day.
Photograph: Tony Hardley

A Race for Life event at St 
Columba’s Primary School 
last week raised in excess of 
£1,000 for cancer charities.

Pupils completed a spon-
sored mile race while parents 
provided ra�  e prizes and 
cakes baked by themselves 

and the children. � e event 
was organised by the newly 
formed pupil council, which 
planned a full day of events for 
the children which ended with 
the race.

� e children were asked to 
wear funny costumes to run 

in and there were some fantas-
tic examples, the winner  was 
dressed as a crazy cat lady.

Assistant race organiser 
Joanne Pashley said: ‘We are 
all proud of the children’s 
e� ort in raising this amount 
and we had a fantastic time!’

Trapped inside 
castle is ‘fabulous’
For centuries Dunsta� nage 
Castle served as a stronghold 
and kept people out but on 
� ursday evening it had the 
opposite e� ect when two 
visitors were trapped inside.

Niki Ghofranian and her 
sister Ritta Nielsen, from 
California, were visiting the 
castle as part of a birthday 
tour across Britain, but when 
it was time to lock up, the 
Americans were le�  on the 
inside.

Niki and Ritta, who 
planned their trip around a 
Sir Elton John gig in Dublin, 
paced the walls for a couple of 
hours before being rescued by 
emergency services.

Despite facing the possibili-
ty of spending a night locked 
inside a castle, the incident 
was not a negative one.

In fact, it was ‘fabulous’.

Niki said: ‘I love history 
and if I had to be locked in 
somewhere, there couldn’t be 
a better place.

‘We were alone for a little bit 
in the castle, which was nice 
because there were no others 
in our pictures.

‘� e police mentioned they 
might have to break the door 

and I would not have liked 
that to happen. I would have 
happily spent the night. It is 
a historic castle. You don’t 
break it to get someone out.’

In the end, the Scottish Fire 
and Rescue Service were able 
to loosen the bolts and wedge 
the gate open.

� e sisters � rst noticed they 

were locked in a� er Ritta at-
tempted to get a photograph 
from outside the castle.

Niki said: ‘I heard her say, 
“Nik, we are locked in,” 
which I hardly believed. She 
then told me, “No, really, we 
are”.

‘Honestly, I thought it was 
fabulous. � e only problem 
was my phone battery was al-
most dead and her cell didn’t 
get reception.

‘I tried to call Oban police 
and I’m not sure where I 
actually reached. I stayed on 
the walls looking for people.

‘I � nally saw a little girl and 
waved her to come over and 
told her we were locked in the 
castle. She went o�  running 
and yelling, “� ey are locked 
in the castle”.

‘� e police � nally came and 
couldn’t get the door open so 
they called in the � re brigade. 
I think we were only locked in 
for a few hours at most.’

Niki Ghofranian and Ritta Nielsen with the � re� ghters 
who rescued them. 

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Normal service has resumed 
for ferries in and out of 
Oban.

� e MV Clansman is 
back in action a� er being 
sidelined for 10 days, which 
caused travel disruption 
between Oban and the isles.

� e vessel lost power in 
one of its engines on May 26 
while on passage from Oban 
to Tiree. While working 
on the fault, engineers 
unearthed further issues that 
had to be addressed.

A spokesperson for CalMac 
said: ‘A� er undergoing 
engine repairs and successful 

sea trials, MV Clansman 
returned to normal service 
on June 6.

‘We appreciate this 
technical breakdown caused 
considerable inconvenience 
and we would like to 
apologise to those people 
a� ected.

‘We would also like to 
thank everyone for their 
patience and understanding 
during the period the vessel 
was out of service.’

� e 10-day hiatus led to 
comments from people 
stating that CalMac is short 
of ‘at least one vessel’.

Ferry timetable returns back 
to normal after disruption

Drivers warned of 
march disruption
Police are warning motorists 
heading in and out of Oban 
on Saturday June 15 to 
expect some delays.

Organisers of an All Under 
One Banner independence 
march anticipate more than 
1,600 people will take part.

The parade will leave 
Atlantis Leisure at 2.30pm 
passing through town to 
Moss� eld for a rally.

MBE in birthday 
honours list
A Jura man has been 
appointed a Member of 
the Order of the British 
Empire (MBE) in the 
Queen’s birthday honours 
list.

Police Scotland special 
constable Donald Ewen 
Dugald MacInnes Darroch 
received the honour for 
services to law and order on 
the Isle of Jura.
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Primary school pupils from 
Strath of Appin, Achaleven 
and Barcaldine travelled by 
ferry to the island of Lismore 
last Tuesday (June 4) to join 
the children of Lismore 
Primary School for the North 
Lorn Schools Sports Day. 

� e annual event is a great 
opportunity for pupils from 
these small schools to social-
ise with other children and 
to take part in activities in a 
larger group. 

Sunshine
A� er a weekend of very 

heavy rain, the skies cleared 
as the children arrived and 
the sports � eld was soon 
bathed in warm sunshine. 

� e pupils aged between 
three and 12 years old were 
divided into four teams – Red 
Rovers, Blue Blasters, Yellow 
Yammers and Green Glories. 
� is gave all the children a 
chance to get together with 
old acquaintances and to 
meet some new friends as 
well. 

� e teams spent the morn-
ing earning points while 
taking part in eight di� erent 
sports activities including  
hockey, football, lacrosse, 

crazy golf, croquet, an obsta-
cle course, as well as aiming 
at targets and shuttle runs. 
Teams spent � ve minutes on 
each activity before moving 
onto the next, while the sta�  
were kept busy totting up the 
points.

Many parents, relations and 
friends came to spectate and 
to cheer on the competitors. 
� ey were sustained with 
teas, co� ees, cakes, soup and 
rolls, all provided by Lismore 
Parent Council. 

Everyone enjoyed a packed 
lunch sitting outside and 
there was time to play in 
Lismore’s recently construct-
ed playpark before the races 
began. Each child took part 
in a � at race, a hoop race and, 

of course, an egg and spoon 
race. � ere were stickers for 
� rst, second and third place, 
and once again the sta�  were 
kept busy acting as marshals, 
place judges and scorers. 

A� er the � nal race, the win-
ning team was announced 
– to everyone’s amazement, it 
was a draw between the Red 
Rovers and the Blue Blasters, 
closely followed by the other 
two teams. 

� e winners were congrat-
ulated and everyone was 
presented with medals.

� ere was just time for ice 
lollies all round and then the 
visiting schools had to leave 
to catch the return ferry to 
the mainland, tired but happy 
a� er their fun � lled day. 

Hop, skip and jump to Lismore

Keeping carers connected in Argyll
A group of 13 carers ac-
companied by sta�  from 
North Argyll Carers Centre 
went for some time out to 
Auchindrain Township.

� e trip marked the start of 
the 2019 Carers Week during 
which Argyll and Bute Carers 
Partnership is celebrating 
the vital role carers play in 
looking a� er their loved 
ones, family, friends and 
neighbours.

Getting Carers Connected 
is the key aim of the week 
and the group spent time 
exploring the township, 
using tablets provided by the 

centre to give a guided audio 
tour, before enjoying a lovely 
picnic in the June sunshine.

On their way back to Oban, 
they stopped for co� ee at the 
George Hotel.

Morag MacLean, North 
Argyll Carers Centre manag-
er, said: ‘It was a lovely relaxed 
day for all the group and a 
chance to have some time out 
and explore somewhere new 
for most people.’

� e carers themselves 
thoroughly enjoyed their 
day and gave the following 
testimonials.

‘Great day away, didn’t know 

about Auchindrain, so bene-
� cial for me to be away from 
Oban for the day. � ank you.’

‘Great day and good compa-
ny. Relaxing day away.’

‘Excellent day out, historic 
learning and bug hunting.’

� is day out was funded 
by Carers Trust, a national 
organisation, supporting 
unpaid family carers.

Carers Week is taking place 
from June 10-16 across the 
UK. A full round-up of events 
organised by the North 
Argyll Carers Partnership 
can be found in next week’s 
Oban Times.

North Argyll Carers kicked o�  Carers Week 2019 with a trip to Auchindrain.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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Weekend will live long in the memory

What a weekend that was!
Oban did us proud again: 

the sun split the skies, the sea 
sparkled and the energy, mu-
sic and atmosphere delighted 
locals and visitors.

Oban Live and the visit 
from the Queen Victoria on 
Friday combined to give the 
town a really festive air which 
carried on all weekend.

Huge thanks to everyone 
who worked so hard to make 
last weekend the success 
it so clearly was, everyone 
working in shops and hotels, 
in restaurants and pubs and 
behind the scenes making 
sure everything was ready 
... it couldn’t have happened 
without you.

� e Oban Live team were 
amazing as always. I can’t 

comprehend the organisation 
that must be involved to make 
everything � ow as seamlessly 
as it does, but they manage it.

All the passengers on 
the Queen Victoria were 
delighted with the welcome 
they received, too, and many 
of them said that they loved 
Oban and would de� nitely be 
back in the future, including 
the captain, who took time to 
visit the town.

It’s a wonderful feeling 
when everyone works togeth-
er to make something as fan-
tastic as last weekend happen 
and I’m looking forward to 
next year already – although 
it may take that long for my 
energy levels to recover.

Now we have the rest of the 
summer and hopefully more 
good weather to look forward 
to as well as comedian Gary 
Meikle – the ibrow guy – in 
the Corran Halls on Saturday 
night. � en next Tuesday, June 

18, we have a fashion show 
and pop-up shop in aid of the 
Friends of Oban Hospice. It’s 
always an excellent night out 
with the chance to buy some 
of the lovely clothes you’ve 
seen modelled, and support a 
very worthwhile local charity 
at the same time.

� e photograph last week 
was of the building which 
houses Stevenson Kennedy 
solicitors on Stevenson Street. 
� is week’s may be harder as 
it’s a not open to the public all 
the time.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

A £10,000 pirate ship funded 
by the lottery has ended up a 
shipwreck, a� er a beating by 
the west coast weather.

� e wooden ship, called 
Titanic, had kept young resi-
dents and visitors on Easdale 
entertained for about a dec-
ade until the harsh elements 
� nally took their toll.

To keep youngsters out of 
danger, local charity Eilean 
Eisdeal made the decision to 
remove it and a new fundrais-
ing mission has now begun so 
a replacement can be built.

Eilean Eisdale secretary 
Jess Hill said it would be ‘an 
uphill task’ to get the money 
needed for a replacement, but 
the pirate ship was too risky 
to leave in place and safety 
had to come � rst.

‘We tried to use wood 
preserver on it but conditions 
here, especially over the 
winters have defeated us. It’s 
a great shame but it got to 
the point that it was just too 
dangerous. With the best will 
of putting tape around it to 
try and keep children o� , 

they could still be tempted to 
play on it so the best solution 
was to take it down,’ said Mrs 
Hill.

A new funding pot has been 
kick-started with £500 from 

the Easdale Rib Rendezvous 
in May, but a new play area 
could cost as much as £15,000.

‘It’s going to be a huge 
uphill task,’ added Mrs 
Hill. ‘We have already been 

Wrecked pirate 
play ship sinks 
£10,000 lottery

Easdale’s pirate ship had to 
be broken up and removed 
for safety sake.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

looking at a number of ideas. 
Sustainability will be a big 
part of what comes next in 
both what the new equipment 
will be made from and how it 
is put up. We will want it to 
last a very long time. We did 
see another ship but the price 
of it was astronomical.’

� e charity is looking at 
possible funding sources but 
hopes people who live and 
work on Easdale, and come to 
enjoy the island, will also be 
willing to make a donation.

Anyone wanting to help 
should email jess@easdale.
org

Thank you, Elaina!

Oban youngster Elaina 
Ramsay was all smiles this 
week a� er receiving a big 
thank you from the Little 
Princess Trust.

Elaina donated 10 inches 
of hair to the Little Princess 
Trust, which makes wigs 
for sick children, a� er 
having her blonde locks 
cut last month. � e tot 

also raised a fantastic 
£300 in sponsorship.
� e � ve-year-old received 
her certi� cate from the 
charity this week and her 
proud mum, Kerryann, sent 
in a picture of her, telling us: 
‘� is is a huge achievement 
for Elaina and she would be 
so chu� ed to see herself in 
the Oban Times.’

Picture perfect Perthshire... Rural 
comedian Jim Smith... Colin Prior’s 

landscape photograpy... Media 
tycoon Laura Kuenssberg... Andrew 

Carnegie... Rewilding Ayrshire...

OBAN’S 
SUSIE 
WOLFF
FORMULA ONE 
PETROLHEAD

July issue 
out now 
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by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Oban High School was o�  -
cially opened last week, more 
than a year a� er the new 
secondary learning facility 
opened its doors.

VIPs and invited guests 
were welcomed by Oban 
High School Pipe Band 
before being given a tour of 
the grounds and building by 
pupils.

Performances and presenta-
tions followed, featuring the 
pipe band, Traditional School 
of Music, music department, 
gymnastics, School of Dance, 
Senior Pupil Leadership 
Team, video speeches from 
Brendan O’Hara (MP) and 
Michael Russell (MSP) and 
an address from Douglas 
Hendry, director of com-

munity services. Councillor 
Yvonne McNeilly, policy lead 
for education, unveiled the 
o�  cial plaque before head 
teacher Peter Bain gave a vote 
of thanks.

Inside, the £36 million 

building boasts a beauty 
and hair salon, three games 
halls, two dance studios and 
a fully-equipped gym as well 
as a multitude of state of the 
art classrooms suitable for all 
learning abilities.

High school offi cial opening

Top: VIPs and guests attended Oban High 
School’s o�  cial opening last Wednesday.

Centre: The OHS Music Department 
entertained guests; young mechanics 
enjoy their new learning environment.

Left: Oban High School Pipe Band 
welcomed guests; work on the bee shed 
keeps tech students busy; and water 
sports feature in the OHS curriculum.

Councillor Yvonne McNeilly with  
head teacher Peter Bain.

Marine Protected Areas
Roinnean Dìon Mara
Drop-in sessions Seiseanan fiosrachaidh

Come along and find out more about four Marine Protected 
Areas proposed for Scotland’s seas, including the Sea of the 
Hebrides which stretches from Mull to Skye.

Aros Hall, Tobermory
16 July, 2-8pm

Lews Castle College, Barra
16 July, 2-8pm

An Cridhe, Arinagour
17 July, 2-8pm

Mallaig and Morar Community Centre
31 July, 2-8pm

www.nature.scot/2019-possible-nature-conservation-
marine-protected-areas-consultation
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Dunbeg sports afternoon sees 
sun, smiles and shower of rain
Dunbeg Primary School 
held its annual sports day 
last Friday with only a slight 
shower in the a� ernoon 
breaking the otherwise per-
fect conditions.

And the sun wasn’t the only 
thing sparkling on the day.

� ere were broad smiles all 
round as the children com-
peted in all the traditional 
sporting events.

Parents, grandparents, 
other family members and 
friends were there cheering 
on the young athletes as they 
ran, jumped, threw, crawled 
and otherwise took part.

Head teacher Marny 
McCulloch was delighted 
with how the event went. 
She said:  ‘Once again, I was 
very proud of the children 
who demonstrated fantastic 
sportsmanship, teamwork 
and school values as they 
participated throughout the 
a� ernoon.’

� e whole day was a fantas-
tic success and brought the 
curtain down on a memora-
ble year at the school.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

BUY A PHOTO
Just go to: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Di� erent skill and knowledge 
between di� erent people is 
one of the bedrocks of human 
survival.

If we all were good at the 
same things and not good at 
the same things, the general 
operation of the world would 
be much more of a struggle 
than it is already.

Computers, social media, 
websites and all related 
activity are areas of skill and 
knowledge in which I am 
certainly lacking. I realise in 
such a technology and internet 
driven age this is a part of life 
that should be fully embraced. 
However, I have not got round 
to embracing it yet.

I fear the shying away from 
these advances in the present 
age is akin to an ancestor of a 
few millenniums ago, saying: 
‘No, I don’t like that fi re stuff, 
it’s just too modern for me. 

‘I don’t really understand it 
and we survived very happily 
without it before. It’s danger-
ous and I just don’t like it. I’m 
off to kill a few more bears to 
get their coats – that’s how to 
keep warm! These fi re things 
are just a fl ash in the pan ... 

I hear some of these strange 
folk in the cave next door are 
putting their food in it now! 
That taking it just too far. 
Anyone for a leg of boar?’

Last week I came a step clos-
er to the embracing the tech 
age when as a 40th birthday 
present, Ania’s brother had 
set up a blogging page for me. 
Lots of folk have suggested 
this to me and for a long time 
now I’ve been meaning to get 
round to it, so it was a very 
welcome surprise.

My brother-in-law, Maciek, 
is a computer scientist so set-
ting up and operating a blog is 
like a gourmet chef boiling a 
potato. Poor Maciek also had 
the job of giving me a tutorial 
in how to work the blog and 
the vast chasm in my comput-
ing skills and knowledge was 
very hilarious. Without him 
having the patience of very 
laidback saint, I’m sure he 
would have thrown the laptop 
through the window.

Luckily, he is of very good 
humour so it was an enjoyable 
and entertaining experience. 
Terminology and operation 
that to him and to the ‘tech 

savvy’ are second nature; 
to me, they were a foreign 
language in an unknown terri-
tory. I came to the conclusion 
that it was like someone being 
shown a house for the fi rst 
time and learning how to use 
it.

Maciek: ‘o you go through 
the main door here to get in.’

Me: ‘Okay.’
Maciek: ‘Stop. That’s the 

window.’
Me: ‘And I can’t go through 

that?’
Maciek: ‘No. Well, actually 

you can, but it’s more compli-
cated and you might break it, 
so stick to the door.’

Me: ‘Okay. The door won’t 
open. This door must be 
faulty, it seems jammed.’

Maciek: ‘Use the handle.’
Me: ‘What’s a handle?’
Maciek: ‘Swearing in Polish, 

German and English all at the 
same time!’

After some time we got 
through all the necessary 
steps to get me up and running 
and hopefully next week an-
gusmacphail.com will be live 
and you can visit to read more 
of my literary ramblings.

Girl power campaigner 
Charlotte Jackson-Stark is 
on her way to Mexico to help 
young survivors of domestic 
abuse, writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

� e 14-year-old from 
Benderloch is the youngest of 
10 Girl Guides representing 
Scotland on an international 
volunteering project starting 
in July.

� e Oban High School 
pupil, who is a young leader 
with North Connel Guides, is 
giving up two and a half weeks 
of her summer holidays to be 
part of the ‘Stop the violence 
and speak out for girls’ rights’ 
project.

She will be based at Our 
Cababa 80kms from Mexico 
City. It is one of the World 
Association of Girl Guides and 
Girl Scouts’ � ve world centres; 
the others are in London, 
Switzerland, India and Africa.

‘Anyone who knows me 
knows I like to rant. I o� en 
rant about the injustices and 
terrible things that happen in 
the world. I am very passionate 
about women’s rights and have 

ranted about gender equality 
a lot! � is summer, instead 
of ranting from my room, 
I am going to put down my 
electronic devices and am 
going to do something about it. 
Every girl has the right to live 
free from violence or the fear of 
violence,’ she said.

So far Charlotte has raised 
more than £1,200 of her £2,000 
goal, organising bake sales, 
online sales and a bag pack in 
Tesco. Oban businesses have 
also been supportive and she 
received £300 from the Anne 
Scott Fund.

Once in Mexico, Charlotte 

will join up with other guides 
from around the world as am-
bassadors. � ey will be learn-
ing about the Mexican culture 
and visiting various places, and 
will also be working with girls 
who have survived domestic 
abuse, providing fun activities 
to help the girls rebuild their 
con� dence and help them 
believe in themselves. 

� ey will also raise aware-
ness of girls’ rights and the 
campaign to stop violence.

‘I am so grateful to everyone 
who has supported me people 
who have donated at events 
or made online campaign 
donations.

‘Girlguiding Scotland has 
provided me with some fund-
ing, as has the Guiding district. 
My local girlguiding unit has 
also helped me raise funds,’ 
said Charlotte. 

‘I’m a bit nervous but excited 
too. I hope I can help make a 
di� erence to some of the young 
women’s lives.’

Go to gofundme.com/
Make-a-Difference-Promote-
Equality-Empower-Girls

Benderloch’s Charlotte is 
set to make Mexican waves

Charlotte Jackson-Stark.
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A man has had his sentence 
deferred for ‘nine months of 
good behaviour’ for acting 
in an aggressive manner and 
throwing two mobile phones 
at a television set.

Alexander Hobson, of 20 
Stevenson Street, Oban, 
pleaded guilty at Oban 
Sheri�  Court on Wednesday 
June 5.

� e 26-year-old admitted 
to acting in an aggressive 
manner on March 15 
this year by shouting and 
swearing, as well as pushing 
someone on the body and, 
without reasonable excuse, 
recklessly damaging prop-
erty belonging to another by 
throwing two mobile phones 
at a television.

Defence solicitor Laura 
McManus said her client 
replaced the television with 
a better model and replaced 
the victim’s mobile phone.

Hobson will have to appear 
back in Oban Sheri�  Court 
on March 25 next year when, 
if he is of good behaviour, 
he will receive a � nancial 
penalty.

Man admits 
breaking two 
telephones

Skiff club is looking for big-hearted swimmers and kayakers

A ski�  club is looking for 
big-hearted swimmers and 
kayakers to help it get more 
young people out on the water.

Organisers of a sponsored 
swim across Loch Awe on 
Saturday August 31 are 
hoping it will raise enough 
money to buy a set of junior 
oars so Kilchrenan, Inverinan 
and Dalavich (KID) Coastal 
Rowing Club can encourage 
younger members to get 
onboard.

Seven people have already 
signed up for the 580-yard 
swim across the loch from 
the Portsonachan Hotel to 
the Taychreggan Hotel on the 
west side but lots more are still 
welcome.

Safety boats are organised 
for the day, as well as a � rst 

aid crew, but more kayakers 
are needed to come and give 
swimmers back-up support.

People who take on the swim 
will be asked to agree that they 
do so at their own risk.

To help refuel everyone 
a� er the swim, there will be a 

celebratory barbecue, said KID 
founder Gordon Leveratt.

It is hoped swimmers will 
give their sponsorship to KID 
to buy the specially-made light-
weight oars, but for a donation 
to cover costs of the event, 
people can also raise money for 

a charity of their own choice.
� e club already has two 
full-size ski� s and is starting 
to save up for a Wemyss ski� , 
a smaller boat that is ideal for 
younger people learning how 
to cox and row.

Earlier this year, the club 

organised its � rst Loch Awe 
adventure regatta, attracting 
ski�  crews from far and wide. 
� e event winners were from 
Arran.

KID members will also be 
taking its � rst boat, Mingulay, 
to Taynuilt Highland Games 
on July 20 to help raise funds 
with a Loch Awe-inspired 
treasure hunt. People will also 
be able to book rows and rides 
out on Loch Etive for later in 
the summer.

‘We are really trying to 
recruit young families to come 
and join us. We have already 
got some teenagers as members 
but would like to see more, 
that’s why we are wanting our 
own junior oars and smaller 
ski� ,’ added Mr Leveratt.

To � nd out more about KID 
and its sponsored swim event, 
call 01866 833425 or email 
gordonleveratt@uwclub.net.

Swimmers are invited 
to make a big splash

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Mingulay’s Dalavich crew 
taking part in the Loch Awe 
adventure regatta earlier 
this year. Photograph:  Mick Atkins

Putting Am-Am helpers on the spot
An essential part of the 
smooth running of Oban 
Rotary’s Golf Am-Am, the 
club’s principal fundraiser, 
is the availability of ball 
spotters at the most di�  cult 
holes at Glencruitten Golf 
Club.

� e Rotarians appointed 
to this task have been very 
ably supported over this 
year’s and last year’s event 
by members of Police 
Scotland’s Young Volunteers 
Programme.

� e latter involves young-

sters aged 13 to 18 being 
trained to become good 
citizens, which leads to 
providing assistance to vol-
unteer groups in their e� orts 
to raise funds for local good 
causes. 

� e initiative, which op-
erates under the leadership 
of local police o�  cer, Claire 
Brown, based in Albany 
Street, has supported the 
past two Am-Ams.

In addition to providing 
very worthwhile support, 
the enthusiasm of the 

youngsters is very much ap-
preciated by all the players, 
who enjoy their banter.

� is photograph shows, 
le�  to right, Am-Am con-
vener, Dave Mudie, Rotarian 
Lachie Beaton, PSYVs 
Brendan McNab, Summer 
MacDonald, Rachel Noble, 
Rosalind Robertson with 
Rotarians Ronnie Neil, Iain 
MacIntyre, Ken Moncrie�  
and, at the front, PSYVs 
Cameron Carmichael, 
Rebecca Palmer and Iona 
Caldwell.
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When you say the name 
Fingal, three things come to 
mind: poetry, a cave, or the 
former Northern Lighthouse 
Board (NLB) ship.

While the cave remains 
unchanged since it was 
discovered in 1772, as do 
the poems, the ship has 
undergone an immense 
refurbishment.

Fingal – the NLB ship – 
was a common sight in Oban 
bay from 1963 until she was 
retired in 2000.

Based at the Northern 
Lighthouse Pier in Oban, 
with some referring to it 
as Fingal’s Pier, she spent 
decades maintaining light-
houses and transporting 
their keepers, equipment and 
supplies to some of the most 
treacherous locations in 
Scotland.

But now she been trans-
formed into a � oating 
boutique hotel, perma-

nently berthered in Leith, 
Edinburgh.

A� er her retirement from 
the NLB, she was bought 
by a private owner, who 
maintained her for 14 years, 
before selling Fingal to the 
Royal Yacht Britannia Trust.

Following a £5 million 

development, the ship now 
boasts 23 luxury cabins and 
a ballroom that is � t for 
royalty. Each of the cabins is 
named a� er lighthouses.

Artwork featured in each 
cabin is by renowned Scottish 
lighthouse photographer Ian 
Cowe.

Bob Downie, 56, chief 
executive of the Royal 
Yacht Britannia Trust, who 
oversaw the development of 
Fingal, said: ‘Ten years ago 
the previous owner got in 
touch with us to see if we 
were interested in buying it 
because I am from Oban. He 

had bought it in 2000 and 
fully maintained it for 14 
years.

‘Because it is such a beau-
tiful ship, I said we want to 
buy it and we then spent six 
years negotiating to buy it. 
He loved it that much. His 
original plans were to cut it 
in half and make it bigger, 
but he loved it so much he 
couldn’t do it.’

� e trust was unsure about 
what to do with Fingal 
initially.

‘To maintain it as a her-
itage museum, we would 
lose money,’ Mr Downie 
said. ‘If you look at the 
heritage ships, apart from 
Britannia, they all rely on 
grants to survive. It had to 
be something that helped 

our charity make money.’
In the end, the the commit-
tee opted to convert Fingal 
into a � oating hotel.

‘It’s a nice size,’ Mr Downie 
continued. ‘� e feedback 
has been fantastic. We had 
phenomenal media interest. 
� e story has been carried 
worldwide.

‘We are delighted with the 
relationship we have with the 
Northern Lighthouse Board.

‘Everyone called the 
Northern Lighthouse Pier 
the Fingal pier. It was there 
for 35 years. � is is the � rst 
time the NLB has let anyone 
� y its � ag.’

Fingal has already been 
graced by royalty.

� e Princess Royal, who 
has been a patron to the NLB 
since 2003, enjoyed a private 
viewing of the transformed 
Fingal ahead of the o�  cial 
opening.

Princess Anne then re-
turned in May to have dinner 
aboard the vessel.

‘It was good that she came 

New lease of life for former Oban lighthouse ship
The former Northern 
Lighthouse Board ship 
Fingal has been 
transformed into a 
� oating hotel. 

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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New lease of life for former Oban lighthouse ship

The ship’s decor has an art deco via 1930s Hollywood 
feel, all luxuriously deep carpets, curvaceous wood 
panelling, leather and sparkling glass. The ship 
includes a bar and restaurant, and there is a range of 
23 stylish, spacious cabins, where guests can choose 
from a luxury cabin with private deck to the stunning 
Skerryvore Suite with extensive outdoor space to relax 
and entertain.

back to see it �nished,’ Mr 
Downie said.

Head of hospitality and 
events for the trust, Andrew 
�omson, added: ‘Fingal’s 
partners were carefully con-
sidered to provide the �nest 
cra�smanship and amenities 
on-board. Our network of  

esteemed partners and sup-
pliers re�ects Fingal’s rich 
heritage and ensures each 
guest’s experience on Fingal 
is truly memorable.’

So when you say the word 
Fingal now, think of a �oat-
ing hotel that is teeming with 
history.

Oban Rotary president Iain MacIntyre and Laurinburgh Exchange convener Ken 
Oxland with the OHS students who are taking part in the swap.

Oban students get ready for culture swap
Students at Oban High 
School will soon be wel-
coming new friends from 
North Carolina on a student 
exchange programme.

�e project between the 
town and Laurinburgh in 
the United States has been 
supported by the Rotary 
Club of Oban for the past 

26 years. Pupils from 
Scotland High School in 
Laurinburgh are due to 
arrive this month and will 
live with the families of 
their Oban High School 
buddies, visiting places of 
nearby interest and learning 
more about life on the West 
Coast, its culture and food.

�e Oban pupils will �y 
out to North Carolina to 
complete the swap later this 
year.

As well as �nancially sup-
porting the exchange, Oban 
Rotary also entertains both 
sets of students and their 
teachers to a lunch at the 
Perle Hotel, Oban.
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Working for young people’s success

Oliver Stephen of BSW Timber, Danielle Hannah of Liberty BA, Lesley Ben� eld of DYW 
West Highland, Bruno Berardelli, of Lochaber Chamber of Commerce, Andrew Johnston, 
director of the Science Skills Academy, Colleen Maclean of DYW West Highland, Isobel 
Mackenzie, deputy head at Lochaber High, Tim Allan, president of Scottish Chambers of 
Commerce and high school students at a DYW event during Lochaber Ideas Week 2019.
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Have you heard about Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW)?

It’s a Scottish Government initiative that 
brings employers and education together to 
equip young people with the skills and knowl-
edge they need to � ourish in work.

� e DYW West Highland team work closely 
with both employers and high school students 
throughout Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross to 
forge valuable connections between them.

Led by an employer board chaired by BSW 
Mill manager Oliver Stephen, programme 
director Lesley Ben� eld, operations manager 
Colleen MacLean and Lochaber DYW co-ordi-
nator Gena MacLean are based at and hosted 
by Lochaber Chamber of Commerce in Fort 
William, with colleagues Ashley Woodhouse 
and Lesley Hellon based in Skye and Wester 
Ross.

� eir role is to encourage and support em-
ployers – whether big or small – to get involved 
with the future young workforce in their area 
and be the voice of business in developing 
activities to help young people prepare for the 
world of work.

Lesley Ben� eld explains: ‘We want to create 
that lightbulb moment for young people – 
when they realise the potential they have and 
the opportunities there are here in the West 
Highlands and across Scotland for them to 
pursue their ambitions.’

DYW helps employers to make that vital con-
nection with their future workforce by getting 

employers directly involved – organising site 
visits from school pupils, giving talks in schools 
and conducting ‘real life’ mock interviews with 
employers to prepare young people.

All of this involvement helps employers to 
identify future talent for their business but also 
helps to increase the knowledge about local 
industry opportunities for young people.

� ere are many ways employers can get in-
volved with Developing the Young Workforce 
in the West Highlands. 

A single participation in events such as career 
talks, workplace visits and mock interviews;

A longer term commitment to a school to pro-
vide work experience, support employability 
awards and foundation apprenticeships;

A close partnership with a school to help 
develop classroom curriculum and delivery in 
subjects that relate to their industry/sector.

Delivered through West Highland College 
UHI, the Foundation Apprenticeship quali� ca-
tion o� ers S5 and S6 pupils the chance to gain 

a Higher-grade equivalent quali� cation (SQA 
Level 6) that combines online learning with 
practical experience in real employment.

� ese university-recognised quali� cations 
o� er a unique approach to learning, with no 
exams at the end and the bene� t of real-life 
experience of the subjects learned.

Around 40 S5 and S6 pupils in West Highland 
have applied for a Foundation Apprenticeship 
starting in September 2019. 

An employer is vital to their success in gain-
ing the quali� cation.

Would your business like to be involved? 
DYW is looking for businesses of all types and 
sizes interested in providing the work-experi-
ence element of Foundation Apprenticeships 
for young people studying digital, creative, IT 
so� ware development and business. � is is 
typically one day a week, but schedules can be 
� exible to suit your business needs.

Get involved with Foundation 
Apprenticeships and you’ll get early access to 
future talent, by providing school pupils with 
real experience of the world of work. You’ll 
help them to achieve an industry-recognised 
quali� cation and help you to develop your 
talent pipeline. � ere are no direct costs to you 
as an employer, you will fast-track talent devel-
opment in your business, grow your business 
with the skills you need  and develop your sta�  
as coaches and mentors

Give the DYW West Highland team a call on 
01397 705765 to get involved.
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Mull bakery makes organic awards shortlist Nevis Range and Trek 
renew partnership
The Nevis Range Mountain Experience 
has announced its partnership with 
Trek Bikes will be extended for another 
year, writes Euan Carr.

In the past 12 months, Nevis Range 
and Trek have worked together on a 
number of initiatives to encourage 
and develop mountain biking at all 
levels, while transforming the reach 
of the home of the Fort William 
Mountain Bike World Cup into a 
globally recognised Trek mountain bike 
destination.

In the past year, Trek has supplied 
Nevis Range with a � eet of mountain 
bikes, including a number of e-bikes. 
The e-bikes in particular have been 
vital to track maintenance and 
development on all 60km of tracks and 
trails at the venue.

With Trek’s backing, Nevis Range 
has supported the development of a 
number of talented young local riders 
in their quest to become pro downhill 
racers.

The support has enabled local athlete 
Mikayla Parton to step up from the Elite 
women’s category into Elite downhill 
racing for the 2019 race season.

Mull’s Island Bakery has been 
shortlisted for a top organic 
award.

� e bakery near Tobermory 
has just been named as a � nalist 
in this year’s Best Of Organic 
Market (BOOM) Awards 
brought by the Soil Association 
Certi� cation.

Shortlisted for the Best Of 
Organic’s bakery category, Island 
Bakery has beaten o�  hundreds 
of other applicants with its 
Lemon Melts.

Joe and Dawn Reade were 
fresh-faced graduates when 
they started baking bread in a 
converted garage in Tobermory 
in 1994.

In 1996, they bought a shop 
premises on Tobermory’s colour-
ful Main Street, which became 
the Island Bakery Delicatessen.

Keen to make something that 
could travel beyond Mull, the 
Reades thought that biscuits 

seemed to be an excellent product 
to introduce to places beyond the 
island’s shores and in 2001 Island 
Bakery Organics was born and 
went on to serve customers in 
Harvey Nichols and Selfridges.

By 2007, the biscuit side of 
business had overtaken the deli, 
and the Reades made the di�  cult 
decision to sell their shop to 
concentrate on biscuits. 

Soon a� erwards, plans were 
made to build a new bakery. � e 
new premises was completed 
in June 2012, powered by local 
renewable energy – wind and 
water for electricity, and wood for 
heating the ovens.

Last month � e Oban Times 
reported how Island Bakery’s 
biscuits were being enjoyed 
by long-haul � ight passengers 

30,000 feet in the air. Every week, 
35,000 snack-sized packets of 
Island Bakery biscuits, alternat-
ing between Lemon Melts and 
shortbread, wing their way to 
British Airways.

Virgin Atlantic is another 
jet-setting client ordering about 
9,000 packets every week and the 
bakery has just signed a new deal 
to supply more of the organic 
treats to a Middle Eastern airline.

� e bakery, employing about 35 
sta� , was also proud to pick up 
a top award in the Artisan Food 
category of the 2019 Scottish 
Rural Awards earlier this year.

� e BOOM Awards are the 
UK’s only dedicated awards 
celebrating the best of organic 
produce.

Shoppers are now spending £45 
million every week on organic 
food in supermarkets, independ-
ent retailers, online and through 
home delivery.

� e award winners will be 
announced at a prestigious cere-
mony in London on June 26.

Island Bakery employees Cathy Mellor and John Norman with 
some of the  shortlisted organic biscuits.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Going the extra mile for you

Nationwide delivery service 
Serving Highlands and Islands and West/Central Scotland

Daily service from Glasgow and Argyll
Deliveries and collections from all over Britain

Local staff understand the needs of a local community

Fax: 01586 550461   Email: enquiries@amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

www.amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk

 Building 120A, MACC Business Park, Campbeltown, PA28 6NU

We now have a depot in Linwood 
which can receive goods

Please call 01586 554270 for more details 
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As we were in Moidart (part three)

� is week we publish the third and � nal part 
of Sandy MacDonald’s recollections of life 
on Dorlin Estate as one of the last of a line of 
talented Moidart tradition-bearers, as told to 
Iain � ornber. 

‘� ey say there used to be a haunted room in 
the old house at Dorlin. It looked like a haunt-
ed room, too, because they never had a bed or 
anything in it. It was a nice room right on the 
very top � at of the old house, which was built 
by the MacDonalds.

‘� ey said that this lady used to meet them 
outside but we never saw her. But when the 
soldiers [the Commandos] were down there 
during the war [1939-45], a strange creature 
was seen coming through the main entrance. 
� e sentries saw her o� en and challenged her 
but she would disappear.

‘� ey told Commander Vyner about this but 
he told them if they saw anything of that na-
ture not to take their gun from their shoulder 
and not to pay any attention to it.

‘From Dorlin House there is a walk right 
round to Kinlochmoidart and they call it the 
Silver Walk. How it got its name was when 
they were making the walk they had to remove 
some big boulders and a lot of money, silver 
coins, was found. 

‘� ey gathered as many of the coins as they 
possibly could but a lot fell into the sea. � ey 
were very thin coins of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth and they were kept in Dorlin House 
by Lord Howard of Glossop in a glass vase. 
A� er Lord Howard’s death they were sent up 
to the museum in Fort William and they are 
there now.

‘It is not a right of way as it was a path made 
by Lord Howard of Glossop himself. We were 
talking about ghosts and about the White 
Lady of Dorlin House, the ghost of Caolis and 
so forth. Well, there are ghosts and I don’t care 
what anybody says.

‘We had a keeper at Dorlin, a MacGregor, and 
he said to me one day, “I heard you working in 
your workshop last night.” “What?” I said. “I 
was nowhere near my workshop.” “I heard you 
hammering away. It won’t be long before you 
are making a co�  n.”

‘I used to do undertaking work a� er hours. 

I paid no attention to what he had said but 
one very nice summer night, not long a� er, 
we were sitting on the wall in front of the 
house when all of a sudden we heard the 
noise of hammering and sawing coming 
from the workshop. “Do you hear that now?” 
MacGregor asked me, “Yes,” I said, and then 
it stopped. A fortnight later I was making a 
co�  n. I heard it myself. It must have been my 
own ghost that was working away!

‘But I will tell you a more peculiar thing. 
During the war, three Mustang aeroplanes 
used to join the mock battle above Ardtoe. 
One of these days they got a message from 
Dundonald Port that there was fog approach-

ing. � ey started back to base but got lost. Two 
weeks later they found the wreck of one of 
them on the Isle of Coll and then about two 
months a� er that one of the Ardnamurchan 
shepherds was out a� er his sheep on the hills 
when he came across the wreckage of another 
of them above Kilchoan.

‘A few nights later, while I was sitting by 
the � reside waiting for 12 o’clock to come to 
switch o�  our own estate electrical power, 
a� er which the Navy would put on their own 
oil engine, I heard the garden gate opening. I 
heard steps coming along the passageway and 
up to the door.

‘I heard someone fumbling with the door-

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
Lime kilns have been burning once again 
on Lismore.

A 30-strong team of volunteers, tutors, 
heritage experts and lime enthusiasts 
descended on the island last month.

The event was organised by the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings 
(SPAB), the Building Limes Forum and 
supported by Historic Environment 
Scotland.

The team set out to to burn various 
experimental lime kilns at the category 
B-listed double lime kiln at Park, Port 
Ramsay, and carry out repairs to the 
building.

‘We had four days of lime-burning 
activities, burning a total of three di� erent 
kilns. One with oyster shell, the other two 
with local stone from the original quarry 
at Park. There was wall-building, repairs to 
the category B-listed double kiln and, of 
course, mortar mixing. Kilns were � red by 
charcoal, and worked perfectly, producing 
excellent quicklime,’ said SPAB Scotland 
o�  cer Lucy Stewart.

A total of 21 volunteers  were supported 
by 13 sta�  and tutors led by the excellent 
team from Stephen Grindrod Ltd and all 
masterminded by SPAB scholar Declan 
Cahill, supported by SPAB Fellows Eoin 
Madogin, Andy Bradley and Tim Meek.

Island support for the event was very 
strong, with a great many groups and 
individuals contributing, including Lismore 
Bunkhouse, Dot and Bob Hay, Lismore 
Historical Society, Lismore Heritage Centre 
and the Church of Scotland, plus land 
owners and others, added Ms Stewart.

On the � rst day, Lismore Primary School 
children had a tour of all work stations. 
They collected a stone from the quarry, 
broke it up, sorted the pieces by size, 
examined the old kiln and helped clean 
the joints out. They then saw a sample of 
lime being slaked and watched the mixer 
pan going round and round with mortar 
before it was taken to help build a wall.

Historic kilns keep 
enthusiasm burning

Lismore children joined in.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Fort William’s Station Square and Gordon Square from the town pier – spot the changes. 
Photograph courtesy of the Roamer archive.

We travel back to February 1993 this week with a photograph of the ladies of Oban WRI. 
Anyone who can supply names can email editor@obantimes.co.uk

As we were in Moidart (part three)

knob; we were in total darkness because of 
the blackout at the time, so I shouted, “Come 
in”. No one appeared to I went to the door and 
looked round but couldn’t see anything. As I 
was closing the kitchen door I swear I could 
see the face of a man in the passage. I had a 
strange feeling so I said to myself supposing 
the dawn would be blown to bits, I am not 
going out of here tonight.

‘A fortnight a� erwards I was in by the � reside 
again, it was a stormy night too, when I heard 
the gate being opened and footsteps coming 
up the passage. I jumped up and opened the 
door and in the dark I saw the face of the very 
same man I had seen before. It was Dr Leach, 

the naval surgeon from the base at Dorlin. 
“Sandy”, he said, “I suppose you will have to 
come with me. I got the body of that airman 
who was killed at Kilchoan. I brought him 
over to a shed  at Salen. Will you come with 
me to measure it up for a co�  n?” “Is the body 
just kind of ordinary doctor?” “Yes, I have got 
it well shaped.” “Ah well”, I said, “there is no 
need for me to go, I’ll get started right away.”

‘� e next night we went over and co�  ned 
it and the Air Force people took the remains 
away. And I can swear I saw that doctor’s 
face before the event happened! I told our 
own doctor at the time, Dr Ferguson, “Well, 
I can’t dispute you,” he said, “We don’t know 
anything, we know nothing of these things.” 
� at was a new thing coming into the place we 
had never seen before – aeroplanes coming to 
grief.’

Ardnamurchan estate was sold to Charles 
Dunell Rudd in 1897-98 who started recon-
structing it. First, he built a castle at Glen 
Borrodale, then the house at Shiel Bridge; he 
altered and made new roads and built all the 
houses in Ardnamurchan to be seen to this 
day that is of any consequence.

A� er he died, his eldest son sold the estate 
to Kenneth Clark of Paisley, the cotton thread 
weavers. Even Mr Rudd’s yacht, the Mingary, 
was sold along with the estate. She was a boat 
of 639 tons. He had a smaller one called the 
Maloom (71 tons) and another one on Loch 
Shiel named the Rona (14 tons) which were all 
sold at the same time.

Salen, Loch Sunart, was noted once upon a 
time because Coates of Paisley had a bobbin 
mill there and you can see part of the water 
wheel down by the bridge at the Post O�  ce to 
this day. Salen Hotel was leased by Rudd to a 
tenant by the name of Cameron who made a 
lot of alterations to it. He put a manager in it to 
try and keep drinking down. 

When a break in his lease came he built the 
Loch Shiel hotel.

Kinlochmoidart House designed by 
William Leiper and built for Robert Stewart 
of Ingliston 1882-4. 
Photograph: Mrs Nino Stewart, Kinlochmoidart
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Comment on article
We would like, through your letters page, to 
make comment regarding an article ‘Mull 
nursery plan under threat’, May 30).

Your article states that because Argyll and 
Bute Council has had a change of direction, 
this puts the proposed wraparound child-
care facility on Mull in jeopardy. We would 
disagree.

Moray Finch from Mull and Iona 
Community Trust (MICT) is correct when 
he states that the council has shown strong 
encouragement for the project over several 
years and the council continues to do so. 

� e dialogue between MICT and the 
council’s Early Years team has always been 
supportive of MICT being a partner in the 
initial Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) 
trial process. To support MICT as a provider 
of a� er-school and summer wraparound care 
our ELC team applied for funding to run a 
pilot scheme on Mull. � e bid was successful 
and Argyll and Bute Council o� ered MICT 
the use of the pre-� ve facility in Tobermory.

Despite assurances from MICT, it tran-
spired that MICT were not in a position to 
deliver. � is resulted in the council, as the 
responsible statutory body, to take the trial 
forward.

Discussions continued and MICT came 
forward with the suggestion of a new-build 
facility which would deliver wraparound 
care. � is facility would be situated at Aros, 
just outside Salen.

� e council still continued to support this.  
� e change of direction came about as the 
date for the 1140 hours to be delivered is only 
13 months away.

To date there has been no registration from 
MICT to the Care Commission, which is a 
lengthy process, or any planning applica-
tions submitted, another lengthy process, 
particularly for a major application. MICT 
has not brought forward any � rm proposals.

� is is the reason that Argyll and Bute 
Council as the responsible body has stepped 
in to ensure � rm plans are in place to deliver 
the 1140 hours for all three- and four-year-
olds and eligible two-year-olds in this area 
by  investing at Salen Primary School to meet 
these commitments. 

Should the MICT provision have met the 
national requirements to be commissioned 
to provide ELC, we would have continued 
to work with them and o� er them the same 
support we give to other partners.

Councillors Robertson, McCuish, Devon, 
Green and MacGrigor, Oban Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee.

Climate emergency
I read with interest two articles in the 
Lochaber Times dated May 23 and June 6. � e 
� rst was titled ‘Progress as island takes to the 
skies’. � e second was the � rst page headline 

‘Climate fears over Cow Hill new homes 
proposal’.

� ey may not be obviously related but both 
indicate the priority our Highland Council 
gives to human rights and environment.

� e � rst refers to the possible reintroduc-
tion of air services to Skye together with 
the recommendation to spend £170,000 of 
rate-payers’ money on funding for support of 

We have sung the praises many times 
before of Hope Kitchen, the fantastic Oban-
based charity which helps the homeless, 
disadvantaged and people with mental 
health problems.

Now the organisation, which has its 
premises on Soroba Road, has been 
described as ‘amazing’ by a visiting 
American student.

Taylor Johnson, who is from Minnesota 
and is studying international and social 
research at Edinburgh University, has been 
travelling between Oban and the capital 
for weeks to assess the impact Hope 
Kitchen has on the local community.

� e 21-year-old professes herself to be 
a huge fan of the charity a� er studying 
its work to help other people. Indeed, she 
told � e Oban Times: ‘Everyone loves 
Hope so much. It’s di�  cult to get critical 
feedback. Everyone is so nice.’

� ere are numerous people who would 
concur with Taylor’s assessment. � ere 
are also countless people who have 
bene� ted from the superb work carried 
out by Hope Kitchen.

We will await Taylor’s report with keen 
interest.

Hope Kitchen 
deserves to be 
called ‘amazing’

An honour that has 
been well earned
Alistair ‘Alick’ Livingston was honoured 
with the presentation of a British Empire 
Medal for services to HM Coastguard on 
Friday of last week.

Seldom can a national honour have been 
more well deserved.

Alick has served the community of 
Tobermory and Mull for decades, and in a 
number of roles.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon was 
absolutely correct when she said: ‘� is is 
one person we will never replace.’

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would like 
to see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 
Fort William. 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

B’ e gun teagamh seallaidhean 
tiamhaidh a chunnacas air 
tràighean Normandy air an 
t-seachdain seo chaidh is 
ceann-bliadhna sònraichte 
dha D-day ga comharrachadh. 
Seann daoine ag iarraidh an 
leisgeul a ghabhail, is deòir 
nan sùilean a’ cuimhneachadh 
air eòlaich a chailleadh seach-
dad is còig bliadhna air ais.

Seallaidhean oillteil a’ bhlàir 
a’ lasadh às ùr nan inntinn 
mar throm-laighe oidhche 
gun chadal, agus taibhsean 
chompanaich is nàimhdean 
a’ caismeachd tron cuimhne 
le glaodh bhuilean bàis na 
cho-sheirm aingidh dha 
tàirneanach ghunnaichean 
mòra. Cha tuig e da-rìribh 
ach an neach a bha thall ‘s a 
chunnaic! Chan eil mòran 
dhiubh air � àgail a-nise agus 
chan iongnadh gum bithte a’ 
comharrachadh an tachartais 
cuimhneachaidh seo mar ‘s 
dòcha am fear mu dheireadh 
aig am bi gin de na seann 
eòlaich sin an làthair.

Rinn ceannardan-stàite 
òraidean a bha a’ feuchainn 
ri buidheachas sluaigh an 
latha an-diugh a chur ann am 
briathran onarach fosgarra, 
ach saoilidh mise gum bheil 
rudeigin neo-tharbhach lei-
bideach mun taing a bheirear 
dha na mairbh agus nach 

cluinn iad gu sìorraidh. “Cha 
ghaisgeach mise idir” arsa aon 
seann laoch, “tha na gaisgich 
uile marbh!” Chan aontaich 
mi � ìn ri sin, ach feumar 
cuimhneachadh nach robh a’ 
mhòr-chuid de na feachdan a 
bha an sàs air gach taobh aig 
Normandy agus fad an Dàrna 
Cogaidh idir ann le deòin, 
ach air sgàth ‘s gun deach 
an òrdachadh ann. Ach a 
dh’aindeoin miann iomadach 
duine òg a bhith an àite eile air 
an latha ud, bhiodh uabhas an 
t-suidheachaidh a’ dubhadh 
gach nì à inntinn ach e � èin 
a dhìon agus buaidh a thoirt 
air nàmhaid nach b’ aithne 
dha. Dhùisg cùis-uabhais � u-
ilteach thràighean Normandy 
dìoghras air gach taobh de 
chath D-day agus na lean, 
agus nochd gaisgeachd à eagal 
agus fearg.

Chualas cuid ag argamaid 
nach còir leithid de chu-
imhneachain a chumail 
tuilleadh, agus gur � eàrr 
eachdraidh � àgail às ar dèidh 
is cuimseachadh romhainn. 
Ged nach eil duine nach aon-
taicheadh gum bheil comhar-
rachadh na slighe romhainn 
cudromach agus iomchaidh, 
chan eil teagamh agamsa 
nach còir urram cuimhne a 
thoirt dha na h-uile a dh’eug 
ri uchd-bualaidh bhlàran 

a dh’adhbharaich sannt is 
amaideas chuid eile. Bidh e na 
dhòchas gun toir na dh’ìobair 
iadsan na mheadhan air tùr 
agus sìth a bhuinnig uaireigin.

� a gaisge cuideachd follai-
seach ann an diongmhaltachd 
chuid a thaobh chòraichean 
an cuid choimhearsnach-
dan, agus chaill saoghal na 
Gàidhlig dithis ghaisgeach 
bho chionn ghoirid a choisinn 
urram dhan chànan is a 
dualchas. Dh’� àg bàs an 
Dotair Iain MacAonghais 
beàrn do-chreidsinneach ann 
an eòlas na Gàidhlig, agus 
rinn Donnchadh MacGuaire 
nach maireann spàirn 
da-rìreabh a thaobh foghlam 
a’ chànain.   Bidh sinn gan 
ionndrainn le spèis.
Millions of words generated 
by D-Day commemorations, 
but the millions who died in 
wars never hear our thanks.

Gaeldom is mourning two 
of its champions. Dr John 
MacInnes was a leading 
authority on Gaelic language 
and culture, and the late 
Duncan MacQuarrie, MBE, 
was a tireless and e� ective 
campaigner for Gaelic edu-
cation.   We remember them 
both with pride.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

the air service. � is, together with the hope of 
obtaining a further circa £1.6 million of tax-
payers’ money from the Scottish Government 
for the same purpose. 

What is the point? We have the Skye bridge. 
� is air service would be mainly for a few 
well-o�  tourists and business people. Further, 
if the Highland Council’s environment, devel-
opment and infrastructure (EDI) committee 

had any real concern for its constituents, it 
would do something constructive about the 
negative impact poor transport has on the 
mental wellbeing of some of the most vulnera-
ble in the Highlands. 

� e second was in relation to the proposed 
development of 300 new houses on the slopes 
of Cow Hill, Fort William. � e extraction of 
20,000 tonnes of peat to facilitate this develop-
ment, whether or not within government and 
Highland Council legislation, � ies in the face 
of the declared climate emergency.  

Some of Mr Alex Farquhar’s remarks are 
worth challenging. � e fact the area has been 
‘zoned for housing for 38 years’ doesn’t make 
the removal of 20,000 tonnes of peat a wise 
choice in light of Highland Council’s decla-
ration of a climate emergency. An emergency 
requires immediate and special attention, 
not dubious statements about ‘90 per cent of 
developments in Lochaber would be halted’.

What really gets my goat is we can build on 
top of peat by using piling and � oatation (as is 
some of the West Highland Line). � e extrac-
tion of peat is not necessary and nothing more 
or less than environmental vandalism.

Donald Macarthur Grant,  
Corpach.

Housing concern
As a tenant living nearby the proposed 
housing in Upper Achintore, I have to say the 
area has provided a sanctuary to me and local 
residents. For some, it is walking their dogs; 
for others, just for a bit of peace and serenity, 
which is vital in these chaotic times we are 
living in, full of demands on us and our time 
and on our senses. It is essential to be able to 
switch o�  and it has been proven that being in 
nature helps us to do this.

We all exist on a scale from mentally well, 
to unwell and through life’s inevitable ups 
and downs we move up and down that scale. 
� rough these trials and tribulations of life, it 
is crucial to maintain balance and one way of 
doing this is by being in nature, and through 
exercise and walking.

I live within the area where the houses are 
proposed to be built. I accept that we do need 
houses but it is the number of houses and the 
fact that the area extends so far up and joins 
with the Cow Hill circuit, which is enjoyed, 
not just by residents of Upper Achintore, but 
people from all over the area, and worldwide. 

We have some of the most beautiful scenery 
in the world and we should preserve it.

A proud local resident.

YOUR PICTURES

This week’s photograph of pu�  ns on 
Sta� a was sent in by Fiona MacKinnon 
of Strachur. If any photograph was 
crying out for a caption, it is this one. 
Any suggestions?

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Porches, Extensions, Roofl ine, Windows & Doors
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DISTRICT NEWS
SEIL

ISLAY

ISLAY AND JURA
Argyll and Bute Council’s Policy and 
Resources Committee has agreed to 
pursue the transfer of lifeline ferry 
services, currently being subsidised 
by the council with £1 million, 
including the one between Islay and 
Jura, to Transport Scotland.

� e provision of lifeline ferry ser-
vices is the statutory responsibility 
of Transport Scotland. � ese small 
services were likely to have been 
operated by Strathclyde Regional 
Council and were taken over by 
Argyll and Bute Council when the 
single-tier authorities came into 
being.

As well as the Islay to Jura route, 
the other ferries currently operated 
by the council are Easdale to Seil, 
Lismore to Port Appin and Luing to 
Seil.

� e council receives some funding, 
through grant-aided expenditure 
(GAE), for ferry services but there is 
a shortfall of around £1 million once 
passenger fares have been taken into 
account.

In 2018-19, Orkney and Shetland 
received £10.5 million of support 
from the Scottish Government for 
operating island ferry services and 
a similar amount has been made 
available for 2019-20. Argyll and 
Bute has not received a similar pay-
ment to date, despite being home to 
23 inhabited islands.

Discussion with Transport 
Scotland over the operation of these 
services has been ongoing since 
2013.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
policy lead for roads and amenity 
services, said: ‘We are not asking for 
anything other than fair and equal 
treatment.

‘� ere is no doubt our island com-
munities need these lifeline services 
and we will continue to provide 
them as we continue to make our 
case.

‘� e reality is, however, Argyll and 
Bute is one of the three local author-
ities in Scotland to see the largest 
reductions in funding allocations 
since 2013/14. Subsidising these life-
line ferries puts increasing pressure 
on other essential services.’

Seil might be getting a peace pole.
Members of the community coun-

cil have been asked to think about 
erecting one of the poles that started 
from an idea in Japan in 1976.

� ere are now more than 200,000 
of the poles across the globe, hand-
made at Allanton Peace Sanctuary 
in Dumfries and shipped around the 
world.

� e poles are made from recycled 
window UPVC and display peace 
messages on their sides and have 
become internationally recognised 
peace symbols.

� e idea was brought up by Seil 
community councillor Yowan 
Byghan, who was involved in getting 
one of the poles placed in a rose bed 
in Dumfries. He is hoping to get the 
island’s support so it will introduce 
one of its own.

� e � rst Fraser Shaw Fèis will take 
place at Islay High School, Bowmore, 
on June 22 and 23. 

� e music tutors will be Joy Dunlop, 
Ross Miller and Jeri Foreman, and 
the weekend will be open to all music 
learners of all ages.

Joy Dunlop is an award-winning 
Gaelic singer and step dancer from 
Connel, who will be leading Gaelic 
song workshops, while Jeri Foreman, 
from Adelaide, Australia, will be 
teaching � ddle. Jeri plays a wide array 

Work to preserve stonework at a 
historic site near Oban has been 
completed with help of a £7,000 
windfarm grant.

Friends of Kilbride used the 
money from Carraig Gheal 
Windfarm Community Bene� t 
Fund to bring in the experts and 
carry out urgent work on a wall 
surrounding the iconic Clan 
MacDougall Memorial Aisle.

‘Sinuous ivy, some branches as 
thick as a man’s leg, had woven 
itself through the random rubble 
construction, dislodging grout 
and � lling material, threatening 
to bring the wall down, thus 
dislodging important 18th 
century marble commemoration 
stones,’ said trustee Myra Gri�  n.

Cra� smen from Rowan 
Stoneworks, in conjunction with 
Benderloch � rm Shauna Cameron 
Architect, spent two weeks 
dismantling the wall, removing 
the growth and then rebuilding 
the wall, using the appropriate 
natural lime mortar.

‘� is work would not have been 
possible without the � nancial 

input from our funders, Carraig 
Gheal Windfarm Community 
Bene� t Fund, and the many 
donations from local folk and 
visitors from afar,’ added Mrs 
Gri�  n.

‘We have a preservation plan 
for the whole site, which costed 
the project at around a quarter 
of a million pounds. However, 
the professional advice we’d 
received was to break that overall 
cost down into manageable bites. 
� is is the � rst bite, and we are 
grateful to Carraig Gheal WCBF 
for their � nancial support and for 
their encouragement,’ she said.

Historic Kilbride in Lerags 
Glen, three miles south of Oban, 
is � rst referred to in writing by 
Alexander II  in 1236. Other 
documented references come 
from Robert the Bruce which 
implies Kilbride was active right 
up to the 16th century.

� e current structure was 
developed around 1750, before 
being � nally abandoned in the 
late 19th century.

Friends of Kilbride started up 

a� er the site was bought from a 
landowner.

� e charity sees Kilbride as 
an important part of a network 
of other sites, such as Dunollie, 
Rock� eld, Slate Islands Trust, 
Kilbrandon Church and Luing 
Historical Society.

‘Last year, we had around 500 
visitors sign our visitors’ book, so 
that’s a tremendous footfall. Local 
B&Bs distribute our lea� et and, 
as a result, we see folk from the 
USA, Australia and Europe but 
we also receive local visitors from 
Oban and surrounding areas. 
� ey are all welcome,’ said Mrs 
Gri�  n.

� e charity is  now starting to 
fundraise for phase two of the 
project and will continue their 
e� orts to meet ongoing costs 
for annual expenses such as 
insurance and grass cutting.

Anyone who would like to make 
a donation or to volunteer time 
or expertise should either contact 
Liam Gri�  n on 01631 565081, 
email friendso� ilbride@gmail.
com or  visit friendso� ilbride.scot.

Grant sets preservation work in stone

The completed wall at historic Kilbride surrounding the Clan MacDougall Memorial Aisle.
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At random

Can’t see the wood ...
What a can of worms I appear to have 
opened with my column last week.

I wrote that I had been approached by 
an acquaintance, Roddy-Joe, about the 
problem of the view from McCaig’s Tower 
being obscured by trees.

I was subsequently contacted by Gillies 
Pagan to say he has twice written to Argyll 
and Bute Council – in 2016 and 2018 – 
� agging up precisely this issue at McCaig’s 
Tower and at Pulpit Hill but that nothing 
had been done.

Gillies said: ‘I was very glad to see you 
highlight the overgrown trees and bushes 
at McCaig’s Tower. I wrote to Pippa Milne 
[Argyll and Bute Council’s executive 
director of development  and infrastruc-
ture] in May 2016. She promised to pass on 
my comments to Jim Smith, head of roads 
and amenity, who “will look into this and 
respond to you in due course”. � ere was no 
response as promised.

‘I wrote again in September 2018. 
However, almost predictably, I have yet to 
receive a reply.’

In his 2016 letter, Gillies said: ‘� ese 
viewpoints are a huge asset to the town with 
very little overheads or running costs to the 
council, and as such any spend on this is 
extremely good value for money.

‘Trees are substantially obscuring the 
viewpoints and it is only a matter of time 
before the views are obliterated altogether. 
With every growing season, the cost of 
taking action increases substantially and as 
such it is in the best interest of the public 
purse for action to be taken sooner rather 
than later.’

Gillies’s letter to me throws this issue into 
even sharper relief on a number of levels, 
not the least of which is poor form indeed 
that no one bothered to respond to his 
complaint, which has much merit.

He is also quite right to say what an asset 
these viewpoints are.

How hard can it be for the council to 
organise a crew of workers to trim back 
the trees so that visitors and residents 
can enjoy the spectacular vistas that both 
sites provide? Come on, Pippa and Jim, do 
something about this.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

of music genres, including Scottish 
and Irish traditional music, classical, 
bluegrass and old time music. Ross 
Miller hails from Linlithgow, where 
he is the o�  cial town piper. He 
studied bagpipes, Scots song and 
whistles at the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland and was a � nalist in the 
2019 BBC Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician of the Year 
competition.

With such great tutors, it is a great 
time to get along and join in to 
support this � rst Fraser Shaw Feis. 
� ere’s more information to be found 
at info@frasershawtrust.com where 
you can also book a spot to play.

� One of Britain’s best-known, most 
respected, award-winning crime 
writers, Ann Cleeves, pictured, will 
be on Islay on Monday July 1 to give 
a fascinating evening of readings 
from her acclaimed Shetland novels 
and insights into their creation and 
ending. 

Interwoven into the evening’s 
entertainment will be sublime mu-
sic from renowned Shetland � ddle 
player Cathy Geldard, who will take 
attendees on a 
seasonal jour-
ney through 
Shetland and 
play A Tune 
For Jimmy 
Perez, the 
piece of music 
that Ann 
commissioned 
from Cathy to 
commemorate 
Wild Fire, the � nal book in the 
Shetland crime novel series. Both 
will give insights into how the 
Shetlands have in� uenced their 
writing and music.

Islay Arts Association has or-
ganised this special event at the 
Bowmore Round Church, and is 
anticipating another large audience. 
Tickets are £8 at the door. 

It starts at 7.30pm, with a mid-ses-
sion interval with complimentary 
refreshments. � ere’s an opportuni-
ty for question and answers during 
the evening and Ann’s books will 
also be on sale, as signed by the 
author.

Last call for community fund votes

Oban Hospice chairman David Entwhistle with Declan Curran, Nigel Evans, Gareth Evans, Iain 
MacIntyre and Am-Am convenor Dave Mudie.

With just four days le�  to vote be-
fore the Calor Rural Community 
Fund closes, a Lochgilphead 
project is relying on supporters 
now more than ever.

� e Dochas Centre at 
Lochgilphead hopes it will 
win £5,000 funding from the 
scheme to help it build an 
urgently needed extension. 
� e centre in Campbell Street 
opened in 2006 to meet the 
needs of unpaid carers across 
Mid-Argyll, Kintyre and the 
islands of Islay, Jura and Gigha

Its carers are aged � ve to 95 
and a new extension would 
help give space for privacy and 
con� dentiality as well as create 
extra o�  ce accommodation.

� e Calor Gas fund helps 
rural communities throughout 
England, Scotland and Wales 
gain funding for projects at the 
heart of their community. � is 
year there have been applica-
tions from 325 di� erent projects 
from across the UK.

And with 21 prize-pots of 
£1,000, £2,500 and £5,000 up for 

grabs, the fund will make a big 
di� erence to winning projects.

To cast your votes, go to calor.
co.uk/communityfund. Voting 
closes at midnight on June 17.

� e projects with the most 
votes from each funding 
category will become � nalists 
and be reviewed by a panel of 
independent judges including 
Business in the Community, 
mental health charity Mind and 
Rural England, to decide which 
entries are to be awarded the 
funding.

� e winners of the principal 
prizes at Oban Rotary’s annual 
golf Am-Am have donated their 
prize winnings to charity.

Each of the three golf teams, 
on their own volition, asked 
that their prize vouchers be 
exchanged for the cash value, 
amounting to £400, with this 
sum being donated to the Oban 

Hospice Movement, based at 
� e Dove Centre in Stevenson 
Street, Oban. 

Pictured above is the winning 
team captains, Nigel Evans 
(Oban Camanachd “A”), Gareth 
Evans (Oban Camanachd SEC), 
and Declan Curran (� e Lorne 
Bar and Restaurant) presenting 
the cash to Oban Hospice 

chairman David Entwhistle, 
with Oban Rotary president, 
Iain MacIntyre and Am-Am 
convenor Dave Mudie also in 
attendance.

Mr MacIntyre said: ‘� is 
gesture very much highlights  
the regard in which � e Dove 
Centre is held in the local 
community.’

Golfers donate their prize to Oban charity

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

07917 358285 
01546 603989

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE

Callum Simpson
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Project to help sea 
eagle population 
return to England 
Sixty young white-tailed sea eagles 
will be collected from nests in Scotland 
containing two or more young so that 
they can be taken to the Isle of Wight in 
an attempt to re-establish a population 
that has been extinct on the island for 
two centuries, writes Jack MacGregor.

This innovative conservation project 
will be supported by Scottish Natural 
Heritage and is similar to that of the 
re-introduction of the sea eagle to 
Scotland using birds form Norway in the 
1970s and 1980s.

The breeding programme in Scotland 
turned out to be very successful as there 
are now estimated to be 130 pairs of 
white-tailed sea eagles spread across 
the west Highlands coast and islands.

Francesca Osowska, SNH’s chief 
executive, said: ‘White-tailed eagles’ 
re-introduction to Scotland is an 
outstanding conservation success story. 
They are an awe-inspiring sight for 
locals and visitors to Scotland, and just 
one way SNH is working to ensure our 
nature-rich future.

‘The same success is hoped to 
be repeated in England with a 
newly established breeding population 
linking to emerging Dutch and French 
populations, by connecting these and 
the Scottish and Irish populations the 
species is expected to grow in numbers 
in Western Europe and strengthen its 
long-term survival.’

Mull is given Scottish 
Land Fund cash boost

Ardura Forest on Mull will be bought by Mull and Iona Community Trust.

A forest on Mull is set to be bought for the 
community following an award of £518,420 
from the Scottish Land Fund.

� e money will allow Mull and Iona 
Community Trust to buy the 200ha Ardura 
Forest in the south of the island, where it 
aims to restore the ancient woodland that 
was replaced during the 1960s by commercial 
conifers.

� e group also plans to develop woodland 
trails through the trees and to create a forest 
school for local children.

Moray Finch, general manager of Mull and 
Iona Community Trust, said: ‘� e opportu-
nity presented by this grant will empower the 
community of Mull to restore Ardura Forest 
in a way that bene� ts nature and biodiversity 
while at the same time creating opportunities 
for cro� ing, recreation and wild-life viewing.

‘We’re delighted that we can start to deliver 
the plans suggested by the community.’

And Tobermory Harbour Association has 
received £22,040 to purchase the Solum 
of Ledaig car park and boat park within 
Tobermory as part of long-term environmen-
tal and economic plans for the community.

Anne Fraser, general manager, Tobermory 
Harbour, said: ‘We are delighted to receive 
this award from the Scottish Land Fund.

‘� is piece of land has strategic importance 
for the long-term development of Tobermory 
Harbour. Ownership of the Solum will 
empower the local community to ensure any 
future development of Ledaig will include a 
community impact assessment.

‘As community landowners, Tobermory 
Harbour Association will work in partnership 
with government bodies on equal terms, to 
drive transformational change, for the good of 
the local community.’

And Brian Swinbanks, chairman of 
Tobermory Harbour, said: ‘Tobermory 
Harbour welcomes this historic award from 
the Scottish Land Fund which will return 
seabed, in� lled with the support of the Crown 

Estate in the 1990s, to community ownership 
in 2019.’

Also this month, Applecross Community 
Company has been given £11,900 to purchase 
part of the garden of Applecross Surgery from 
NHS Highland and develop three two-bed-
room properties for a� ordable housing aimed 
to support older people in the community.

Roslyn Clarke, local development o�  cer, 
Applecross Community Company, said: ‘� is 
is great news. � is will make a big di� erence in 
addressing our housing crisis in Applecross.

‘� is is the � rst purchase of land the commu-
nity has undertaken through the Community 
Asset Transfer process. Receiving funding 
from the SLF will empower the community to 
address its housing shortage.’

� e grants are part of a total of £1,628,610 
that has been awarded to eight groups across 

Scotland during the latest round of grants 
from the Scottish Land Fund.

Cabinet Secretary for Land Reform 
Roseanna Cunningham said of the grants: 
‘� is substantial set of Scottish Land Fund 
grants will enable eight diverse projects across 
the country to buy up key assets for the bene� t 
of local people and put the ownership and re-
sponsibility of key services and facilities right 
at the heart of the community.

‘� e Scottish Land Fund supports a wide 
range of community ownership projects. 
Behind each one lies a story, as well as a great 
deal of hard work and commitment from local 
residents to unlock the opportunity that this 
funding brings.

‘I congratulate each of the successful appli-
cants and wish them good luck on the next 
chapter of their journey.’
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible and 
people can try before they buy. Further 
information at www.lochaberand-
lorn-ramblers.org.uk. Lochaber and 
Lorn Ramblers Group can be contacted 
by email on info@lochaberandlorn-ram-
blers.org.uk 
Thursday June 20: Corrychurrachan 
Old Village, Inchree
Start at Inchree car park. Head west 
passed Vertical Descents up the 
footpath to a main track at NN 0274 
6351 turn left next junction go straight 
onto rough track. When track becomes 
blocked by young trees bear left 
and descend in a northerly direction 
through open woods and drop onto 
track, turn north passed cemetery. At 
junction go right until track ends at NN 
0319 6486 climb right to small burn 
where a small path leads across the 
hillside. Continue on path to meet track.

Head northerly along track until 
bridge at NN 0457 6587. Cross bridge 
then turn right along side of burn cross 
the nearest burn at head for ruins at NN 
0487 6603. Head south east keeping 
waterfall on right head through open 
woods up to track. Turn right and make 
for quarry pass quarry on the left onto 
waymarked track back to start. 

Grade: L; Distance: 10km; Height to 
climb: 200m; Map(s): LR 41, EX 384. 
Meet: Inchree car park, NN030634 
at 1030. Leader: Denise Jones 07823 
779713.

Saturday June 22: Beinn Iaruinn, Glen 
Roy
A steep initial ascent to largely pathless, 
heathery hills. Boggy ground particular-
ly at the bealach and on descent.

Start from the bridge (NN300880) 
over the Allt a’ Bhreac Achaidh; (park 
on grass verge on right, just before or 
just after the bridge). Walk on a faint 
path upstream on the south side of the 
bridge, soon leaving it to climb S up the 
bank on left and follow (SW) a higher 
path along the fence.

Continue brie� y alongside the fence 
as it turns southwards before striking o�  
to begin the direct ascent of the ridge 
that borders the southern side of Coire 
an t-Seilich. There are traces of a path 
but largely ascent is up steep heather. 
[Views begin to open up looking 
straight towards the head of Glen Roy].
Eventually the gradient eases and then 
levels o� . Continue with a slight descent 
to boggy ground before � nal ascent 
to the summit cairn of Leana Mhor. 
Descend NE then N down the shoulder 
above Coire Odhar to reach the peaty 
bealach at 515m.

There is a fence and gate enclosing 
the glen to the left here, do not 
cross either, instead climb the fairly 
featureless slopes NE onto the plateau 
of Beinn Iaruinn. The terrain is quite 

featureless in poor visibility until the rim 
of Coire nan Eun is reached. From here 
traces of a path lead on over several 
slight undulations to reach the larger 
summit cairn of Beinn Iaruinn on a rocky 
outcrop. Retrace steps to the 515m 
bealach and go SE following a rough 
deer path which traverses across below 
Coire Odhar, keep well above the burn 
and slowly lose height. On reaching the 
base of the low crags, on the opposite 
side of the corrie, descend the open 
slopes more directly towards the start. 
On reaching the burn, not far above the 
bridge, follow it back to the start. 

Grade: M+; Distance: 9km; Height to 
climb: 800m; Maps LR41/34, EX3400. 
Meet at: For William WM at 0900. Start 
of walk: at 0945. Leader: Trevor Jones 
07831437454.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go out on the walk please contact 
club secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Saturday June 15: Five Sisters of 
Kintail: Sgurr nan Spainteach, Sgurr na 
Ciste Duibhe, Sgurr na Carnach,  Sgurr 
Fhuaran, Sgurr nan Saighead, Beinn 
Bhuidhe, Sgurr na Moraich.
A splendid expedition for a long sum-
mer’s day. The list above comprises one 
of Scotland’s iconic routes. However, 
a descent is possible from any of the 
three Munros or the � rst Corbett Top, 
but all of these alternatives, although 
shorter, are steep and sustained.
   Start in Glen Shiel from the CP at 
NH008135 below the Bealach an Làpain. 
Climb steeply N on a zigzag path that 
rises parallel to the forest boundary, 
turning E at its top corner. At a cairn, 
NH010138, turn N and follow the path 
on a rocky rib protruding from the 
grassy hillside to reach the Bealach an 
Làpain (725m) at NH010144. Turn W 
and follow the ridge up to Sgùrr nan 
Spainteach, 990m. Continue W across 
a high col to Sgùrr na Ciste-Duibhe, 
1027m. Here the ridge curves NW as it 
descends to Bealach na Craoibhe. Climb 
N to Sgùrr na Carnach, 1002m. Descend 
its N ridge to Bealach na Carnach and 
continue N to zigzag steeply up to Sgùrr 
Fhuaran, 1067m. Avoid the N Face by 
descending WNW to NG9769416760 
on the 950m contour. The path curves 
NNE, leading back to the crest of the 
main ridge N of Sgùrr Fhuaran. Follow 
the ridge round to Bealach Buidhe 
then climb to the summit of Sgùrr nan 
Saighead, 929m. Continue NW to Beinn 
Bhuidhe, 869m. Head down NE to the 
col then turn W down into Coire na 
Criche and descend on the footpath to 
� nish at Ault a’Chruinn. *****Alterna-
tively head for the last summit, Sgurr 
na Mòraich, 876m, and descend its NW 
ridge to reach Ault a’Chruinn. Transport 
required at NG945203, 10mins from 
start.

100 miles of paths created in Scotland
Scottish Natural Heritage is 
celebrating the construction of 
hundreds of new routes which will 
improve public access as part of the 
Agri-Environment Climate Scheme.

By the end this year a distance of 
the whole of the West Highland Way 
– from Milngavie to Fort William – 
will be funded by the scheme.

� e new pathways will make it 
it easier for walkers and cyclists to 
enjoy the Scottish outdoors and 
they will be more accessible for 
wheelchair users, horse riders and 
pram users.

� e paths will open new ways to 
explore the countryside and connect 
towns and villages all across the 
country.

Environment Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham said: ‘What better 
way to mark the successful con-
clusion of May’s National Walking 
Month than to announce so many 
new walking paths for people to 
enjoy, connecting our towns and 
villages with Scotland’s amazing 
countryside.’

SNH has been working with 
the Scottish Government Rural 
Payments and Inspections Division 
(RPID) and has committed a total of 
£8.5 million to the scheme.

A total of 138 projects have been 
funded in total, 52 of which are due 
to be completed in 2019. An easy 
access path has been added to Ben 
Nevis Visitor Centre and is proving 

popular as previously tree roots and 
muddy hollows restricted people 
from enjoying the riverside walk 
there.

SNH chief executive Francesca 
Osowaka said: ‘We know that more 
people than ever before are visiting 
the outdoors on a regular basis, 
which is great news given the many 
bene� ts for physical and mental 
health of getting outside.

‘Good quality and well sign-
posted paths can make it easier 
for more people to enjoy our great 
outdoors so   with summer ahead 
it’s fantastic to be able to celebrate 
the success of this scheme in deliv-
ering so many quality routes across 
the country.’

Left to right are SNH chief executive Francesca Osowska, Roseanna Cunningham MSP, dog-walker Dave 
Alston and landowner Robin Niven.
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Powering our community

in association with

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 
has been part of the community for over 70 
years. We are responsible for maintaining and 
investing in the electricity network to deliver 
power to over 40,000 homes and businesses 
across Argyll and Bute. We live and work in 
the communities we serve, working all year 
round to ensure our network is as resilient as 
it possibly can be for whatever the weather 
throws our way.
I work closely with Argyll and Bute Council 
and emergency responders through a Local 
Resilience Group to collectively better under-
stand the specifi c needs and requirements of 
the communities we serve to develop detailed 
and coordinated resilience plans that ensure 
we respond effectively to emergencies.

We also encourage and support commu-
nities to look at their own emergency plans 
to ensure they are fi t for purpose and help 
those who require the most support. Our 
annual Resilient Communities Fund helps 
non-profi t making organisations, charities 
and community groups to build their own 
local resilience by funding projects and 
equipment to make a real difference. We’ve 
helped fund lots of projects across the 
Argyll and Bute area including Cairndow 
Community Council, Argyll FM and the Isle 
of Bute Resilience Team.
If you are part of a community group and 
would like to fi nd out about some of the 
ways we can support resilience in your 
area, email sam.oconnor@sse.com

The Oban Times newspapers have teamed up with 
Neighbourhood Watch and Scottish & Southern 
Electricity Networks to bring you practical infor-
mation, advice and tips on how to keep you, your 
family and your community safe. 

This feature will run over 12 weeks, from protecting 
your home and possessions to helping your children 
enjoy the benefi ts of the Internet in safety. We hope 
you fi nd it useful and informative!

Safer Communities
Safer Scotland

Samantha O’Connor

Regional Customer 
Relationship Manager 
at SSEN

“This grant has enabled us to buy the 
equipment and uniforms needed to 
allow us to continue supporting our 
community when in greatest need. 
Without the support we would not be 
able to assist the emergency services 
in the way we do.”

Fiona Gillespie
Isle of Bute Resilience Team

Register at: 
www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk 

There is no requirement to join or set up 
a neighbourhood watch - simply follow the 
registration instructions. By signing up you 
control your personal information, contact 
details and also decide what information 

providers you want to receive ALERTS from

Sign up to 
Neighbourhood Alert
To receive FREE crime alerts and 
info about where you live

EXTREME 
WEATHER

At SSEN extreme weather 
is something we expect 

and prepare for and it’s a 
challenge we share with the 
communities in our regions. 

Year-on-year we invest in 
the electricity network to 

ensure it’s the most reliable 
it can be, but when the 

weather works against us 
and electricity supplies 
are interrupted, we’re 

committed to providing 
our communities with the 
support they need to stay 
resilient whilst we work to 
restore power as quickly 
and safely as possible.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Eleven organisations involved 
in promoting Gaelic through 
arts, education and digital 
services have been awarded 
more than £5 million of 
funding over the next three 
years by Bòrd na Gàidhlig.

Included for the �rst time 
is �eatre Gu Leòr, which 
brings Gaelic theatre to au-
diences across Scotland and 
supports both contemporary 
writing and the creation of 
a new repertoire of Gaelic 
drama.

�e award of £165,000 over 
three years means the theatre 
group now has a permanent 
base in Partick, Glasgow, 
from which it can develop 
a creative learning pro-
gramme, including Staran, a 
new initiative which focuses 
on professional skills devel-
opment for Gaelic-speaking 
writers, actors and directors.

A new aspect of the Scottish 
Government-backed funding 
arrangements – awarded to 
groups which follow Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig’s corporate plan 

to promote and support the 
growth of the Gaelic language 
and culture – sees the �nance 
awarded over a three-year cy-
cle rather than just one year. 

�e move by Bòrd na 

Gàidhlig aims to allow those 
awarded funding the oppor-
tunity to put longer-term 
plans in place, a move which 
has been widely welcomed.

Among the other groups 

which will continue to 
receive funding are Comunn 
na Gàidhlig (£1.36 million), 
which aims to enthuse and 
enable young people and 
parents to use the language 

more o�en by delivering a 
wide range of fun and attrac-
tive activities outwith the 
classroom.

An Comunn Gàidhealach, 
which organises the Royal 
National Mòd and local Mòds 
(£300,000) and Stornoway-
based Stòrlann Nàiseanta 
na Gàidhlig (£930,000), 
which will use its funding 
to continue promoting its 
Gaelic culture by developing 
its resources and support to 
pupils, teachers and parents 
involved in Gaelic education.

Muireann Kelly, artistic 
director at �eatre Gu Leòr, 
said: 'We are delighted not 
just with the funding from 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig but the fact 
that it’s a three-year cycle. 
�is gives us the stability and 

platform to plan ahead. In 
our new workspace, Gaelic 
is used every day, there are 
hot desks for Gaelic artists, 
we are able to o�er training 
and work placements, and 
we have launched our new 
initiative, Staran, which is a 
pathway to developing this 
sector.'

Other organisations award-
ed funding include Ionad 
Chaluim Chille Ìle, Islay, 
£310,500 to deliver a pro-
gramme of events and classes 
to promote Gaelic among 
residents on Islay and Jura; 
Ceòlas Uibhist, £207,000, to 
focus on promoting Gaelic 
culture and help deliver its 
ambitious project to create a 
centre for Gaelic music, dance 
and culture in South Uist 
in partnership with Lewis 
Castle College UHI; Faclair 
na Gàidhlig, £225,000, to de-
velop a historical dictionary 
of the Gaelic language; and 
Acair, in Lewis, £171,000 to 
publish new high-quality 
Gaelic books. 

Gaelic arts wins £5m funding
Gaelic Theatre Company 
Theatre Gu Leòr is among 
11 organisations awarded 
funding from Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig.
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 13 AN T-ÒGMHIOS
THURSDAY 13TH JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan (rpt)
19.30 Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00 An La - News 
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 Jolomo – Dealbhadair nan Daoine (rpt)
22.00 Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.30 Ìmpireachd Banrigh Bhictoria (rpt)
23.25 Earran Eachdraidh (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIHAOINE 14th AN T-ÒGMHIOS 
FRIDAY 14th JUNE
13.40 *NEW* FIFA Women’s World Cup France 
2019 – Japan v Scotland
16.00  DIY le Donnie – An Dubhlan (rpt)
17.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00  An La 
19.25  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30   Prosbaig (rpt)
20.00   Horo Gheallaidh (rpt)
20.30   Dreach Ur S2 (rpt)
21.00   A gu U: Glaschu (rpt)
22.00   Black Lake (rpt)
22.45   Binneas – Na Trads – Lori Watson (rpt)
22.50   Dhan Uisge (Easdale)
22.55 Seirm S5

DISATHAIRNE 15 AN T-ÒGMHIOS
SATURDAY 15th JUNE 
16.00 *NEW*Live Shinty – Camanachd 
Beo – MacTavish Cup Prògraman Chloinne 
18.00    An Là – News
18.15 Farpaisean Chon Chaorach (rpt
19.15 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: Canan 
(rpt)
19.30    Prosbaig
20.00 Machair

20.25 Fraochy Bay
20.30 Vets : Gach Creutair Beo (rpt) 
21.00 Seirm S5 (rpt)
22.00 Ìmpireachd Banrigh Bhictoria (rpt) 
23.00 Live Shinty – Camanachd Beo – 
MacTavish Cup

DIDÒMHNAICH 16 AN 
T-ÒGMHIOS
SUNDAY 16th  JUNE
16.00 Programan Chloinne – Children’s 
Programming
18.15 An La – News
18.30 Seachd La – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! (rpt)
20.00 Leugh Mi (rpt)
20.30 An t-Eilean/ From Skye with Love (rpt)
21.00 ‘San Fhuil/It’s In The Blood (rpt)
22.00 Seirm S5 (rpt)
23.00 Black Lake (rpt)
23.45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights) 
(rpt)

DILUAIN AN 17 AN T-ÒGMHIOS
MONDAY 17th  JUNE
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  Na Ceiltich/ Celtic History (rpt)
19.25  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
19.30  Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00  An La – News
20.30  *NEW* Dreach Ur S2 
21.00  Trusadh – Seaweed Harvesters / Suas 
an Fheamainn (rpt)
22.00  Ceolmhor@Piping Live! S5 (rpt)
22.30  DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23.15  Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights)
23.30  Air an Rathad (rpt)

DIMAIRT 18 AN T-ÒGMHIOS
TUESDAY 18th JUNE
17.00  Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming

19.30  Beul Chaint (rpt)
20.00  An La – News
20.30  Vets: Gach Creutair Beò
21.00 ‘San Fhuil / It’s In The Blood (rpt)
22.00  Trusadh –Seaweed Harvesters (rpt)
23.00  Horo Gheallaidh/ Celtic Music Sessions 
(rpt)
23.30  Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 19 AN T-ÒGMHIOS
WEDENSDAY 19TH JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  Na Ceiltich/ Celtic History (rpt)
19.25  Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
19.30  An La - News
19.40  FIFA Women’s World Cup France 
2019 – Scotland v Argentina
22.00 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)
22.30  Ceolmhor@PipingLive! S5 (rpt)
23.00 DIY le Donnie (rpt)
23.45 Belladrum – Cridhe Tartan (Highlights)

DIARDAOIN 20 AN T-ÒGMHIOS
THURSDAY 20TH JUNE
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00 An Ataireachd Bhuan (rpt)
19.30 Beul Chainnt (rpt)
20.00 An La - News 
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 The Megantic Outlaw (rpt)
22.00 Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.30 *NEW* Bu� alo Bill 
23.20 Belladrum  -Cridhe Tartan (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

A transatlantic journey awaits 
an audience at Benderloch’s 
Victory Hall tomorrow night 
(Friday June 14).

James Hickman and Dan 
Cassidy formed their duo 
in 2008, beginning with 
several successful local 
shows in James' hometown 
of Shrewsbury and the 
surrounding county of 
Shropshire.

� eir relaxed banter and 
unique musical style was well 
received and they were soon 
performing further a� eld. 
� e following year, with the 
prospect of more comprehen-
sive tours approaching, they 
recorded and released their 
debut album Severn Street, 
featuring arrangements of 
traditional songs and tunes 
and several of their own 
compositions.

Hickman’s emotive, soaring 
vocals and driving guitar is 
complemented by Cassidy’s 
ingenious and virtuosic 

� ddling. � eir sound � ows 
from the connection between 
British and American folk 
and is bursting with all the 
humour, heartbreak and 
excitement of these genres.

� e lively English wit 
of Hickman is set against 
Cassidy’s bone-dry irony and 
American drawl as they take 
audiences on a dynamic and 

unforgettable transatlantic 
journey.

Tickets are on sale, £12 in 
advance or £14 at the door – 
call 01631 720247 to reserve 
a place. � is concert will 
take place in the small hall so 
numbers are restricted.

Doors and bar open at 
7.30pm, with the concert 
beginning at 8pm. 

Ever wondered how to earn 
easy money in Germany, what 
happens in the change-over 
between security guard and 
receptionist in a bath company 
or what you’ll  � nd in your 
kitchen if you return home 
unexpectedly during the day? 

Benderloch and North 
Connel Drama Club will give 
some ideas when they present 
three short comedies by John 
Finnemore in village halls 
between June 18 and 22.

Red Handed, Hot Desk 
and English for Pony Lovers 
are plays from the Radio 4 
series Double Acts, written by 
Finnemore – who is also well 
known for the Radio 4 shows 
Cabin Pressure, starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch, and 
John Finnemore’s Souvenir 
Programme. 

Set in a German Gasthaus, 
English for Pony Lovers tells 
the story of Lorna, a British 
girl trying to teach English to 
Elke, a middle-aged German 
chemistry teacher. As the sto-
ry unfolds through a comedy 
of misunderstandings and 
garbled grammar, it seems 
both women have their own 
hidden agendas for the meet-
ing and secrets they’d rather 
keep hidden.

� is play was awarded 
� rst prize and the prize for 
acting at the Campbeltown 

British and American folk music 
come together in Benderloch

Drama and intrigue 
come to village halls

James Hickman and Dan Cassidy (foreground) are set to 
appear at the Victory Hall, Benderloch.

Anuschka Miller 
and Eilidh Orr in 
English For Pony 
Lovers.

Oban Congregational 
Church is holding a co� ee 
morning this weekend. 

The event, on Saturday 
June 15, runs from 10.30am 
till 12.30pm. Everyone 
welcome. 

Drama Festival, and was sub-
sequently performed at the 
Scottish Community Drama 
Association divisional � nal 
in Castle Douglas. It was also 
awarded � rst prize at Appin 
Drama Festival but beaten 
into second place at the Lorn 
Drama Festival by another of 
the Finnemore Double Acts, 
Hot Desk. 

Hot Desk concerns a security 
guard and a receptionist who 
both share the same desk in 
Willard’s, a company selling 
bathrooms. In the � eeting 
moments at the beginnings 
and ends of each day, the 
couple take their � rst, o� en 
comic, steps in their growing 
relationship. � e play won the 
Lorn Drama Festival and the 
adjudicator commented on ‘a 
fantastic response from the 
audience to what was a funny 
script performed at a high level 
by two talented performers’.

� e third play, Red Handed, 
features another employee of 

Willard’s, this time a sales 
rep, who has returned home 
early a� er some unpleasant-
ness at work only to � nd an 
unknown man in his kitchen.

� is play features father and 
son, Richard and Kevin Baker, 
who are more o� en seen sing-
ing and dancing in musicals 
performed by Spotlight.

� e plays are at 7.30pm 
on June 18, in Seil Island 
Community Hall, Kilmelford 
Village Hall on June 21 and 
the Victory Hall, Benderloch, 
on June 22. Tickets are £7.50 
(£6 concessions) and are 
available on the door or by 
calling 01631 770334.

Co� ee morning
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Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Piping Live! 
announcement
� e world’s biggest week of 
piping, Piping Live!, recently 
turned Buchanan Street into 
a Hollywood-style 'piping 
walk of fame' to announce 
details of its 16th year in the 
city of Glasgow, which will 
take place between August 10 
and 18.

� e festival gave Glasgow’s 
Style Mile a piping hot make-
over, lining the popular street 
with tartan-themed stars an-
nouncing the big names set to 
perform – including Dougie 
MacLean, Finlay Johnston, 
Dàimh and Lúnasa.

Piping Live! is the biggest 
festival of its kind and a huge 
asset to the city, attracting 
more than 40,000 music fans, 
families and tourists who 
travel from around the globe 
to watch more than 5,000 
pipers perform at 150 events 
across Glasgow. 

� e programme will feature 
performances by the very 
best international acts from 
countries including New 

Zealand, Malaysia, Canada 
and Scotland, and will also 
see the return of the � ercely 
contested Masters Solo, 
International Quartet and 
Pipe Idol competitions. In 
addition, there will be daily 
performances, family fun 
and the hugely popular 
Street Café will return to the 
National Piping Centre for 
the festival. 

� e festival culminates 
in the World Pipe Band 
Championships which will 
take place, as always, on 
Glasgow Green on August 16 
and 17.

Hear GGs for free!
It’s been a busy fortnight 
for the choir of the Glasgow 
Gaelic Musical Association 
– the GGs. On June 1, they 
performed as part of a wider 
Gaelic celebration day in 
Mugdock park and this week-
end, Friday June 14, they take 
to the stage again, this time at 
Kibble Palace in the Botanic 
Gardens as part of the West 
End Festival. 

� e evening begins at 
7.30pm and entry is free – 

with donations accepted for 
CLIC Sargent.

Donald Black  to 
play Glasgow
Renowned mouth-organ 
player, Donald Black, returns 
to concert on � ursday June 
20 in the Òran Mòr, Byers 

Road, for an evening of tradi-
tional music and song featur-
ing a wonderful programme 
of performers. 

Featuring on the night will 
be Eric Grant, Claire Gullen, 
Catriona Laird, Alison 
Lamonby, Calum MacColl, 
Norman MacKinnon and 
Martin Pottinger. � e 

evening begins at 7.30pm 
and tickets (£12) are available 
from www.ticketweb.com or 
by phoning 08444 771000.

Changes at CHA
� e Clydebank Highlanders 
held their AGM recently and, 
thus, asked me to pass on the 
following information: 'We 

are sad to see the president, 
Christine Buchanan stand 
down from her position but 
welcome the appointment 
of Mairi Howieson as new 
president.

'Christine has served the 
association for the past eight 
years, while Mairi has been 
secretary since 1977. 

'We wish them both all the 
very best for the future. Mairi 
has been elected president 
to the association and has 
accepted this, while Jean 
Colraine has been nominated 
and accepted the role of 
vice-president. 

'Robert MacDonald was 
nominated the new secretary 
to the association and also 
accepts. 

'� e committee remains the 
same with one new addition: 
Chloe � ompson of Lewis. 
We again wish all members, 
past and present, all the 
very best in their future 
endeavours.' 

Dàimh are one of a host of 
big names to be announced 
for this year's Piping Live! 
festival in August.

*Offer subject to availability. Good for stays Sunday-Thursday nights between 1 May 2019 and 30 
September 2019 at The Ugadale or Royal Hotels. Rate includes VAT and £3 nightly resort fee and is based 
on 2 people sharing one hotel room or 4 people sharing a 2-bedroom cottage.

Why Should Weekends Have  
All The Fun?

MID-WEEK STAY & PLAY OFFER

FROM £91* PP/PN

01586 810 000  | Reservations@MachDunes.com | MachDunes.com

• Luxurious accommodations at 
The Ugadale Hotel & Cottages

• Unlimited golf

• Daily breakfasts
• Soup & sandwich lunch
• Mini bottle of whisky
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 13TH JUNE 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10am-12pm
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9.30am, 11.30am, 3.00pm, 5.00pm & 
7.00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Gregor Coleman. Open till 2am
SATURDAY 15TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre. 12-12:30pm

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

Cearcall Còmhraidh (Gaelic 
Conversation Group)
Furan Gaelic Centre. 12noon- 1:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Sandra MacBeth and Lorna Thomas 
Open till 2am
SUNDAY 16TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre. 12-12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 17TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906

Kundalini Yoga with Dirk
The Rock� eld Centre. 6pm
Drumming and Music Making
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion
6.30pm-7.30pm
TUESDAY 18TH JUNE 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre. 12-12:30pm
Carers Co� ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am-12pm
WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Beach Clean
Slip opposite Sta� ord Street
10:30am-12pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

These Men Are Worth Your 
Tears. Stuart Graham, 2018. 
Available from the author 
at stuart.graham1@virgin.
net

In common with so many ar-
eas of the country, the islands 
of Islay and Jura made special 
e� orts in the centenary years 
to honour and record the sto-
ries of those who gave their 
lives in the First World War. 
� is updated version of the 
2015 original book chronicles 
the details of the more than 
200 men from the region who 
died in the con� ict.

As records from the time 
were o� en spare or non-exist-
ent, the author relied heavily 
on the � les of � e Oban Times 
for the stories and illustra-
tions in the book. A� er the 
original publication, many 
came forward with additional 
information and, while the 
author says that there will not 
be a further updated version, 
the great interest in family 
history will ensure more 
details will emerge in future. 
� ere are now only nine men 
remaining form the islands 
for whom details of this 
deaths have not been found. 

Anything turned up in future 
will hopefully � nd its way 
to the Museum of Islay Life, 
to which the proceeds of the 
book will go.

� e major centenary 
commemorative events of 
World War One are now over 
and Islay held a major one 
to honour its own war dead 
and those from the troopship 
Tuscania and  naval vessel 
Otranto, wrecked on the 
island shores and the scene 
of much local heroism in the 
rescue attempts. However, 
the stories and memories of 
the dead will endure and in 
this excellent publication all 
involved have provided a � t-
ting tribute and cornerstone 
for future research.

Eric Macintyre

Book Review: These Men 
Are Worth Your Tears

A Glasgow School of Art 
student has been working 
with the Oban community to 
look at future of tourism in 
the town.

Over 12 weeks, Tori 
Hamilton, a student in the 
Innovation School at Glasgow 
School of Art, worked with 
key stakeholders and busi-
nesses in the town to look at 
how Oban might make the 
most of new trends in tour-
ism, looking at what opportu-
nities there might be to target 
the changing aspirations and 
desires of visitors.

Tori specialises in co-design, 
an approach that brings to-
gether a designer and the end 
user to create a solution to a 
particular challenge together.

'Oban is one of Scotland’s 
most beautiful coastal towns 
with a rich heritage. Over the 
years it has proved adaptable 
and reinvented itself as the 
tourism market changed,' 
says Tori, who has a close con-

Tori helps Oban groups 
re-imagine town tourism

VIMTO AND

TROPICAL!

WHAT'S ON AT

01631 562905 |WWW.OBANPHOENIX.COM| SC042407
BOX OFFICE OPEN DAILY 12PM-8PM NEW FILMS EVERY FRIDAY

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
18:15 ALADDIN | PG
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
21:00 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15

SATURDAY 15TH JUNE
11:30 /16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
12:00/14:00 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
14:15/17:00 ALADDIN | PG
18:30 ROCKETMAN | 15
19:45 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15

SUNDAY 16TH JUNE
12:00/17:00 ALADDIN | PG
12:15 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
14:30 /19:45 ROCKETMAN | 15
15:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
17:30/20:00 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15

MONDAY 17TH JUNE
12:30/16:30 ALADDIN | PG
16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
18:15 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
TUESDAY 18TH JUNE
12:30/19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
16:00 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
16:30 ALADDIN | PG
18:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE
16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
16:30 ALADDIN | PG
18:15 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
THURSDAY 20TH JUNE
16:00 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
16:30 ALADDIN | PG
18:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15

KIDS CLUB:
SILVER SCREEN:
RELAXED SCREENING:
SUBTITLED FOR THE HARD OF HEARING:

NEW

SLUSH!

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Lochaline Sat 9 March
Strontian Sun 10 March
Jura  Tue 12 March
Port Ellen Wed 13 to Fri 15 March

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

Mary Poppins Returns (U) 130 mins
Emily Blunt takes on Julie Andrew’s role, and it’s supercali...
09/03 at 5.30pm, 12/03 at 5.30pm, 13/03 at 5.30pm
The Favourite (12A) 134 mins
Oscar winning story of Queen Anne and her two attendants.
09/03 at 8.30pm, 15/03 at 8.30pm
Stan & Ollie (PG) 97 mins
Portrait of the world’s favourite comedy double act as their 
careers come to an end.  10/03 at 5.30pm, 14/03 ar 5.30pm
Mary Queen of Scots (12A) 134 mins
Explored the turbulent life of Mary Stuart and her relationship 
with Elizabeth I. 10/03 at 8.30pm, 15/03 at 8.30pm
Green Book (12A) 129 mins 
Oscar winning road movie about a black pianist and his 
Italian American driver. 12/03 at 8.30pm, 13/03 at 8.30pm
Scotch: The Golden Dram (PG) 89 mins 
Documentary exploring the magic of malt, in particular the 
contribution made by Islay’s Jim McEwan.14/03 at 8.30pm

Jura Thu 20 - Fri 21 June Port Ellen Sat 22 - Mon 24 Junet

Rocketman (15) 121 mins
Epic musical fantasy about Elton John’s break-
through years.
20/06 at 8.30pm, 22/06 at 8.30pm, 24/06 at 5.30pm
The Secret Life of Pets 2 (U) 86 mins
“cuddly family adventure that will make younger 
tails wag” Radio Times
21/06 at 5.30pm, 22/06 at 5.30pm, 23/06 at 2pm

Avengers: Endgame (12A) 181 mins
“prepare to be wowed” Rolling Stone
21/06 at 8pm, 23/06 at 8pm
Freedom Fields (PG) 96 mins
Documentary filmed over five years, following 
a women’s football team in Libya. A love letter to 
sisterhood and the power of ‘team’. Arabic with 
English sub-titles. 23/06 at 5.30pm
Wild Rose (15) 100 mins
Fresh out of jail, Rose-Lynn just wants to leave 
Glasgow and become a country singer in Nashville. 
24/06 at 8.30pm
Before Wild Rose we will screen a free photo pres-
entation of work by Arpita Shah, produced in collab-
oration with Streetlevel Photography, Glasgow.

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. 
Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins be-
fore screenings. Cash only, no cards. 
£7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs.
Fully accessible for wheelchair users.
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
1300 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.
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Across

1 At a distance (4)

3 Sticky catcher (8)

9 Game of tiles (7)

10 Entomb (5)

11 Agonizing (3-9)

13 Lead-ins (3-3)

15 Old joint sound (6)

17 Small red fruit eaten in salad (6,6)

20 Bus station (5)

21 Chinese small dog (4-3)

22 Territory of a nobleman (8)

23 Unwavering (4)

Down

1 Squire (8)

2 Nirvana attainer (5)

4 Map information (6)

5 Orchestra (12)

6 Flower of the nightshade family (7)

7 Unusually excellent (4)

8 Cowardly (4-8)

12 Beauty (8)

14 Useless person (2-5)

16 Mineral used in plaster of paris (6)

18 Tweak (5)

19 Woodworker's tool (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Tori helps Oban groups 
re-imagine town tourism

Tori Hamilton says new 
tourism is characterised 
by participation, with 
adventure and getting o�  
the beaten track becoming 
popular. 

nection to Oban. '� ere are 
now further opportunities 
for growing our share of the 
tourism market and getting a 
wider range of visitors.

'In particular, there is now a 
shi�  towards a more sustain-
able and environmentally re-
sponsible tourism,' she adds. 

'New tourism is character-
ised by participation, with 
adventure and getting o�  

the beaten track becoming 
popular. For Oban to remain 
relevant, it needs to engage 
with this trend.'

From organised workshops 
and conversations, Tori iden-
ti� ed � ve themes of impor-
tance to the community that 
could be used to help make 
the most of the new tourism 
opportunities. 

� ese were: 

 living like a local – contem-
porary tourists increasingly 
want to immerse themselves 
in the locality, to do what 
locals do, eat what and where 
locals eat;
 working together – all the 
di� erent groups within the 
community need to work 
together to create 'authentic' 
experiences, and in particu-
lar to get the best from digital 
tools that are increasingly 
available;
 engaging further – getting 
existing tourists to either stay 
longer or visit more o� en;
 addressing seasonality – as 
well as maximising the poten-
tial of existing opportunities 
in the town, Oban could look 

to create speci� c opportuni-
ties for the o�  season and also 
bene� t from groups which 
actively buy into the idea of 
helping places to maintain 
year-round tourism;
 visitor delight – improving 
visitor satisfaction across the 
board to increase the chance 
of more and longer stays and 
of existing visitors spread-
ing the word to potential 
visitors through personal 
endorsement.

� roughout the project Tori 
worked with Oban textile 
artist, Deborah Gray. 

A supporter of the aim to 
change the tourism landscape 
in the town, Deborah has cre-
ated pieces which interpret 
the � ve key themes that are 
helping to spread the word.

In August, there will be an 
event at the Rock� eld Centre 
in Oban, at which Tori hopes 
the public will come along 
and discuss the ideas raised 
in her collaborative project.

Benderloch &  

North Connel  

Drama Club 

Based on the BBC Radio 4 show “John Finnemore’s Double Acts” by John 
Finnemore copyright Pozzitive Television Ltd 
 
An amateur production performed under licence by  
Benderloch & North Connel Drama Club, Scottish Charity Number SC006105  

Seil Island Community Hall Tuesday 18th June, 7:30pm 

Kilmelford Village Hall Friday 21st June, 7:30pm 

Victory Hall, Benderloch Saturday 22nd June, 7:30pm 

Tickets: £7.50 / £6 (concessions) - Available on the door 

An amateur production of three one-act comedies based on the BBC Radio 4 show  

by John Finnemore by John Finnemore

Seil Island Community Hall Tuesday 18th June, 7:30pm

act comedies based on the BBC Radio 4 show 

by John Finnemoreby John Finnemore
Les TROIS BLONDES!

Parisian Accordion 
Café Music

St Conan's Kirk,
Lochawe

Sun 23rd June, 3.30pm
£10 (£8 Friends) on door

Under 16s free
Cream Teas

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD
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Colonsay and   Mull take 
centre stage as part of a new 
series fronted by STV weath-
erman Sean Batty, writes 
Euan Carr.

In the third episode of the 
seven-part series, Sean’s 
Scotland, airing on Monday   
June 17, at 8pm, Sean visits 
Mull to get a closer look at the 
local wildlife – swimming 
with seals, observing the 
pu�  ns who have made their 
seasonal return, looking for 
otters and learning about the 
island's white-tailed eagle 
programme.

He will also travel to 
the Isle of Colonsay and 
Colonsay Estate where he is 
shown around the gardens 
by Jane Howard, Baroness 
Strathcona, and Mount 
Royal.  As part of the Festival 
of Spring, he takes a willow 
weaving basket course and 
joins a heritage walk to 
Oronsay.

Sean also helps out at 
Colonsay Post O�  ce and vis-
its the west side of the island 
where he meets Kevin Byrne, 

historian, author, former ho-
telier, who has had many jobs 
on the island. Finally, Sean 
learns how the island’s botan-

icals help local gin company, 
Wild Island Botanical Gin, 
create its product.

Sean said: ‘We already know 

we live in one of the most 
beautiful countries in the 
world, but the environment 
has su� ered over the years.   
Over the course of the series, 
I’ll take you on a journey to 
some of the most scenic parts 
of the country, and introduce 
you to lots of lovely people 
along the way.

‘It’s a very varied pro-
gramme where I try my hand 
at paddle-boarding, basket 
weaving, beekeeping, gin 
making and river bank res-
toration. But the programme 
is all hinged on those people 
who work tirelessly to save 
Scotland’s countryside and 
provide nature with a helping 
hand to ensure it remains 
beautiful for a long time to 
come.’

Sean is Batty about 
Argyll and the Isles

Sean Batty visits Colonsay 
in next week's programme 
for the Festival of Spring.

Budapest Cafe 
Orchestra 
come to Argyll
� e acoustically electrifying 
Budapest Cafe Orchestra 
(BCO) are set to bring their 
latest tour to Argyll and the 
Islands.

� e group start their west 
coast leg  in Skye, at Elgol 
Hall on June 18, followed 
by Arisaig Village Hall 
on the 19th, Aros Hall in 
Tobermory, Mull, on June 
20, with the Victory Hall in 
Benderloch on June 21.

� e tour is a part of their 
ninth annual consecutive 
tour of Scotland.

Since 2011, the intrepid 
BCO have chalked up in ex-
cess of 150 concerts across 
Scotland, with the eclectic 
group even dedicating their 
landmark 2014 album, � e 
Gaelic Chronicles, to their 
beloved adopted spiritual 
homeland of Scotland.

� e band perform gypsy 
and folk-� avoured music 
from anywhere they � nd a 
good tune.

For more information 
visit www.budapestcafe-
orchestra.co.uk

Following last year’s inau-
gural Arran Rock ‘N’ Blues 
Festival the event is back in 
bigger and bolder style for 
2019.

Organised by Lamlash 
Events in conjunction with 
� e Pierhead Tavern (PHT) 
the 2019 festival, hosted by 
Scotland’s ‘Godfather of 
Rock,’ Tom Russell, will take 
place in its own marquee on 
Lamlash Green on Saturday 
27th and Sunday 28th of July.

On Saturday eight amazing 
acts will play the marquee 
between 12 noon and 10pm 
including the talented Stevie 
Nimmo who is back on the 
road again promoting his 
latest album a� er a cycling 
accident kept him away 
from the stage last year. � e 
Sharpeez Maximum Rhythm 
& Blues band are travelling all 

Arran Rock ‘N’ Blues 
Festival is back!

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

the way from London to play 
from their latest album Wild 
One; you can see two young 
bands who are making their 
mark in big venues around 
Scotland, Black King Cobra 
and Rigid Soul plus many 
more.

Sunday will feature three 
bands from 1pm to 5pm 
including Red� sh a soul deep 
blues ensemble and Greig 
Taylor’s latest project � e 
Blind Lemon Gators, 1930’s 
Delta Style Blues with Iain 
Donald on slide and former 
John Martyn’s drummer 
Dave Cantwell.

On both days there’s more 
bands and live jam sessions 
hosted by the hugely talented 
guitarist Pete Parisietti on at 
the PHT.

And it’s not just about the 
music - local businesses and 

artists will be showcasing 
their produce, arts & cra� s, 
with food from local suppli-
ers too. Scottish real ales will 
also be in abundance, � e 
Arran Gin Co.  plus Arran 
Whisky tasting sessions in 
the marquee bar.

Tickets are only £20, 
available from www.tick-
ets-scotland.com, � e Book 
& Card Shop in Brodick 
and � e Pierhead Tavern 
in Lamlash. Children and 
youngsters up to age 14 are 
free when accompanied by an 
adult (please note however No 
Admittance

to children under the age of 
14 without an adult, or under 
18 a� er 10pm) 

See our website for the 
full line up of the 14 bands 
performing by the sea www.
arranrockandbluesfest.co.uk



Lift and Rise Recliners • Stair Lifts • Scooters • Wheel Chairs
All types of living aids available in our Oban store

Sales and daily hire of wheelchairs and scooters

All types of living aids available in our Oban store

A helping 
hand with 
daily living

Tweedmill, Soroba Rd, Oban
Tel: 01631 565195   www.mathesons.co.uk

TOWER
mobility
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Oban Live, Argyll’s biggest outdoor 
live music concert, has been hailed a 
huge success a� er the two-day event 
completely sold out on Saturday.

� e attendance was 8,640, the 
event’s biggest rate since it began in 
2016.

� e award-winning cultural party 
played host to thousands of visitors 
from all over the world who trav-
elled to Oban to witness an eclectic 
line-up of incredible traditional, 
rock and pop artists in the rural 
stadium-sized setting.

Kicking o�  the event on Friday af-
ternoon were winners of the Scottish 
Sea Farms Oban Live Unsigned 
competition, Argyll Ceilidh Trail.

Sheena Peteranna, Uist; Kate 
MacPherson, James Divers and 
Bronwen, Davies,  all Benderloch; 
Heather Fothergill, Cuan; Darren 
Brown, Campbeltown; Alex 
Houston, Taynuilt, and Ewan 
MacDonald, Oban, wowed the 
crowd with a lively set.

Speaking to the Oban Times 

a� erwards Kate said: ‘It was pretty 
mad really. It was great to see family 
and friends out there supporting us 
and to be back stage among the big 
established musicians.’

Heather added: ‘It was quite nerve 
wracking. 

‘All we want now is a cup of tea. We 
are all so grateful to have been given 
this opportunity.'

� e opening night line-up also 
featured JigJam, Be Charlotte, 
Elephant Sessions and international 
headliners Red Hot Chilli Pipers, 
who launched their new album, 
Fresh Air, at the event.

Penultimate act � e Celtic 
Brotherhood saw Irish quartet 
We Banjo 3 and event founders 
Skerryvore reunite on stage on 
Friday following their joint North 
American tour last year.

� eir entertaining Bagpipes versus 
Banjos campaign caused a comedy 
social media storm during their tour. 
When the Oban Live audience was 
asked from the stage by We Banjo 3 
which of the two instruments they 
preferred, there was a clear winner 
as the arena cheered at the mention 
of bagpipes.

Oban Unsigned (national) winners 
DMS opened the show on Saturday 
with Talisk, Lucy Spraggan and 
We Banjo 3, who played their only 
Scottish gig this year at Oban Live, 
all contributing to another lively 
night.

� e Caman Connection featured 
a star-studded line-up of Scottish 
traditional musicians with an asso-
ciation to the sport of shinty. � e 
exclusive Oban Live collaboration 
showcased the songs, lyrics and 
melodies that feature or have been 
inspired by the sport.

� e group was lead by Scottish 
musician, broadcaster and former 
Scotland Shinty captain Gary 
Innes, who was joined by Iain 
Bayne, Runrig; Donald Shaw, 
Capercaillie; Mischa MacPherson; 
Fergie MacDonald, � e Ceilidh 
King; Ewen Henderson, Mànran; 
Alec Dalglish, Skerryvore, and Steve 
Byrnes, all donning their shinty 
colours and strips to celebrate the 
occasion.

Closing the 2019 concert with their 
phenomenal energetic set were event 
hosts and international trad-fusion 
band Skerryvore. Runrig’s Iain 

Oban Live 2019
by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Thousands fl ock to outdoor cultural musical party
Bayne made a guest appearance 
and back to join them by popular 
demand were Oban High School 
Pipe Band.

Together they sent goosebumps 
around the arena with their perfor-
mance of Home to Donegal. � ey 
returned on stage for an epic encore 
of � e Rise and Soraidh Slan to close 
the event in a spectacular fashion 
complete with LED drum sticks.

Oban Live supported Martyn’s 
Monday Club this year, a local 
organisation which runs mental 
health support groups in the town. 
� ey were raising awareness at the 
event by handing out wristbands to 
the audience as well as many of the 
2019 artists.

A jam-packed fringe programme 
with live music and special events 
took place across Oban over the 
weekend to entertain the thousands 
of visitors coming for the music 
concert.

Organisers thanked their amazing 
crew, volunteers and sta�  for their 
hard work and their sponsors, 
partners and community for their 
support to help deliver Argyll’s 
largest music concert.

Visit www.obantimes.co.uk 
for more photographs

Lucy Spraggan. 

Celtic Brotherhood with We Banjo 3.

Be Charlotte.

Talisk.
Gary Innes - the Caman 
Connection.
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Left: The Red 
Hot Chilli 
Pipers with 
Oban High 
School Pipe 
Band.

We Banjo 3.

Oban Live VIPs.

Oban Unsigned (national) winners DMS 
opened the show on Saturday.

Argyll Ceilidh Trail.
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The Oban Live team.

More photographs at www.obantimes.co.uk

Martin, left, and Daniel Gillespie, right, of Skerryvore, with visitors 
from Melbourne, Australia.

A jazzed up Jack Anderson enjoyed the festival on Saturday.  
17_T24_ObanLive02

The Caman Connection backstage at Oban Live.
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Did The Oban Times 
put you in the 

frame at Oban Live? 
Visit www.

obantimes.co.uk 
for more sel�e 
photographs.

Skerryvore on stage at Oban Live.

Oban High School Pipe Band with Skerryvore.

Former Oban Live performer Kevin ‘K9 Kev’ Irvine with Paul Hoey. 
17_T24_ObanLive03 



TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

†Price shown is an Isuzu D-Max Utah Double Cab CVOTR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration 
fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply.

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the 
Isuzu D-Max range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact your 
local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

S & S Services Isuzu  01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX
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To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

SHEEP 
CLIPPING

All � ock sizes
Contact 

Graeme McCulloch
0777 1605758

email 
graeme.mcculloch2411@

gmail.com

Ben Ledi 
Whitebred 

Shorthorn bulls 
FOR SALE

Excellent 
conformation

Docile, Top blood lines
Fully PCHS accredited

07939 630730

Around the markets
Islay – United Auctions 
on Friday June 7 sold 296 
grazing cattle at their recent 
sale held at Islay Auction 
Mart. Bullocks levelled out 
at £843 per head. Heifers 
averaged £722 per head. An 
excellent show of well bred 
cattle were on o� er and sold 
to a good ringside of buyers.
Principal lots and prices.
Top prices per head.
Bullocks
AAx: £1010(7) – Gartacharra; 
£960(2) – Tallant
BLONDE: £985, £940 
– Ardnave
BRBx: £930, £870(4) Foreland 
Estate
CHARx: £1060 – Ardnave; 
£1030(2) – Gartacharra; £990 
– Tallant; £945(3) - Ardnave 
LimX: £1035 – Balaclava; 
£1030 – Ardnave; £1000 
– Balaclava, Ardnave(2); 
£990(3) – Ardnave; £980 – 
Carrabus; £975 – Claggan; 
£970 – Kilbride, Adrnave; 
£960(2) – Octofad; £950 – 
Ardnave; £930 – Foreland 
Estate; £920 – Tallant; 
£910(3) – Octofad.
SHx: £1030 – Foreland Estate
SIMx: £790 – Carrabus
Heifers.
AAx: £920 – Tallant; £850 
– Gartacharra
BLONDE: £930 – Ardnave; 
£865(3) – Ardnave
CHARx: £900 – Ardnave: 

£850 – Ardnave; £845(7) 
– Gartacharra; £840 
– Claggan.
LIMx: £965 – Tallant; 
£920(3) – Ardnave; £905(3) – 
Ardnave; £865(4) – Balaclava.
Top prices per kilo.
Bullocks.
AAx: 224p(2) – Keppols; 
224p – Tallant; 221p(5) 
– Tallant
BLONDE: 261p – Ardnave; 
245p – Ardnave
CHARx: 276p – Ardnave; 
255p(3) – Ardnave; 238p – 
Ardnave; 233p – Carrabus
LIMx: 266p – Ardnave; 
257p – Carrabus; 254p(2) – 
Ardnave; 249p(4) Octofad; 
247p(2) Tormisdale; 
245p(2) – Ardnave; 242p(2) 
Octofad; 239p – Keppols; 
237p – Kilbride.
SIMx: 234p – Carrabus
Heifers.
BLONDE: 232p(4) – 
Ardnave; 231p(2) – Ardnave
CHARx: 232p(5) – Ardnave; 
230p(2) Ardnave – 221p 
– Mans� eld
LIMx: 244p – Ardnave; 
238p(3) – Ardnave; 232p 
– Ardnave
SIMx: 238p - Carrabus
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Board promotes 
cheese overseas
Back in 2014, the Scottish 
dairy industry faced some 
severe challenges in a di�  cult 
� nancial climate.

While Scotland is an 
excellent milk producing 
country, major processing of 
value added is, in the majority, 
European owned and export-
ing has been neglected.

Born out of Scotland Food 
and Drink’s last dairy review – 
Ambition 2025 – the Scottish 
Dairy Growth Board (SDGB) 
was formed and has been 
working with an agenda for 
growth over the past three 
years.

Having � rst assessed the 
processing capability at all 
levels within the industry, the 
board focused on internation-
al growth for longer life dairy 
products, primarily cheese, as 
the initial focus.

A processor group was 
formed to include those 
companies with the capability, 

capacity and technical certi� -
cation required to meet entry 
level requirements in global 
markets, roughly split into 
the larger processors and the 
artisan cheesemakers.

With Scotland being 
largely unknown outside the 
UK as a cheese producing 
nation, the initial approach 
to international markets was 
one of learning and creation 
of awareness. Assessment of 
routes to market and imple-

menting the necessary logistic 
partnerships were key pre-
paratory steps, while market 
intelligence and targeting was 
undertaken in collaboration 
with Scottish Development 
International’s in-market 
specialists (SDI).

� e learning phase demon-
strated that Scotland does have 
products of interest to interna-
tional markets where country 
of origin, brand story and 
unique points of di� erence are 
featured. � ese attributes have 
been of critical importance in 
opening the door to the pri-
ority target markets of cheese 
consuming nations such as in 
North America.

However, of equal impor-
tance has been the ability to 
o� er a wide range of Scottish 
cheeses from multiple pro-
ducers in a coordinated way, 
thereby enhancing the under-
standing and appreciation of 
the cheesemaking capability 

of the country and providing 
a coherent base upon which 
brand stories and specialities 
can be promoted.

� e SDGB, in providing in-
ternational market knowledge, 
contacts, export experience, 
technical expertise, language 
capability, logistics expertise 
and sales and marketing cred-
ibility, has been a key enabling 
factor in sparking growth 
across the Scottish cheese 
portfolio.

� is has resulted in market 
entry for Scottish dairy prod-
ucts not only in the initial tar-
get markets of USA, Canada, 
and Japan but also France, 
Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, 
Singapore, UAE, Hong Kong, 
Australia with more to come.

In many of the above, the 
work of SDGB is focused on 
growth enhancement, with 
the clear potential to double 
Scottish cheese exports within 
the next two years.

Roddy Wilde.

The past few years have been di�  cult for many in the dairy industry but, as Roddy Wilde from the 
Scottish Dairy Growth Board explains, it has also meant an opportunity for the export of Scottish cheese

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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SUMMER FARMING SPECIAL

Getting the right people behind you 
saves so much time, money and stress
Summer is one of the busiest times of the year for the farming 
community – so much silage, so little time!

� at is why it is vital for farmers to know that the people 
they deal with have got their backs and understand the agri 
business inside out. A good contact can be worth their weight 
in gold when it comes to saving you time with everything 
from � nances and insurance through to feed, vehicle pur-
chase, leasing and maintenance and sales.

Right now so much is unsure within the agricultural com-
munity, with the fate of Brexit right up there at the top of the 
list. � at is why it is good to know that within the farming 
industry there are people you can all on.

People like Denis O Brown, Agricultural and Commercial 
Insurance Broker, one of the largest and fastest growing spe-
cialist rural insurance brokers in Scotland, and Robert Nairn 
at Inverlochy, who specialises in land and estate management.

Gordon Agri Scotland Ltd is halfway between Glasgow and 
Stirling, close to Drymen, and is the company to deal with for 
names like Zetor, Honda, Logic, Fleming, Arctic Cat, Wessex 
International and C-Dax. A great time-saver is that they have 
videos of machinery for sale which can be seen online on their 
website.

Gordon Agri deliver throughout the UK on a weekly basis 
and because they do not undertake general haulage they can 
focus on customers and o� er that delivery at very competitive 
prices without reducing the level of service.

� ey use their own own DAF XF and Montrocon low loader 
for multiple long-haul drop-o� s and for more local deliveries 
a 26Ton DAF XF beavertail. � eir haulage is self contained 
as vehicles are � tted with beavertail ramps and Hiab cranes. 
� e Gordon Agri drivers have Class 1 and Class 2 licenses and 
hold full CPC certi� cates � ey work alongside a number of 

preferred sub-contractors all of who are longstanding and 
established machinery hauliers.

Zetor is a name becoming more and more popular for trac-
tors. More than 1.3 million Zetor tractors, have been exported 
to over 90 countries worldwide, since the beginning of the 
production of Zetor tractors in 1946. 

� e company has its own development and manufacturing 
centre in the Czech Republic.

Zetor supplies world markets with not only complete farm trac-
tors, but also partial components use to build other machines.

Texacloth was founded by Aidan Walsh, the present 
managing director, in 1972. � e � rm has been buying wool 
in Scotland and Northern Ireland for 20 years, Wales and 
Southern England for 15 years and for 40 years in the Republic 
of Ireland.

More than 3,000 farmers cannot be wrong – the � rm’s 
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Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

Zetor Utilix, Brand New, c/w Wessex Hydraulic Snow plough, 1 year’s warranty,  ..... £26,995

Massey Ferguson 4435 4WD, 2011. c/w MF loader 4ft Bucket, 990 hours, 75HP,  .... £23,995

Massey Ferguson 5455 4WD, 2006, c/w Quicke loader, 95HP, aircon, 40k,  ............... £20,995

Massey Ferguson 4365 4WD, 2003, , c/w Quicke loader 110hp, 4216 hours, 40K,  .....£19995

Massey Ferguson 5455 4WD, 2006, 95HP, power shuttle, 40k, air con, .......................£18495

Manitou Manireach, MLT633-120LS Turbo c/w pallet forks, 2002,  ...............................£17495

Kubota ME5700 4WD, 2008, 2700 recorded hours, hyd shuttle, 62HP,  .........................£17495

Massey Ferguson 4270 4WD, 2001, 110HP, 6 cylinder Perkins, 40K, aircon,  ...............£17295

Case JX95 4WD, 2003, reg SP53 BDY, c/w Quicke Q30 Loader, 95 HP,  ..............................£16295

Massey Ferguson 4245 4WD, 2000/1999, c/w MF loader, 85HP, aircon, 40k,  ............£15995

Kubota L5030 4WD, 2007, c/w Kubota LA853 joystick loader with Bucket, 50HP, .......£14995

John Deere 6100 4WD, 1995, c/w Quicke loader 75HP, power quad,  ............................£14495

Kubota ME8200 4WD, 2004 reg: 85HP, hydraulic shuttle, 3 spools,  ...............................£13995

Case 4230 4wd tractor,1998. c/w Tanco 968 loader, synchro transmission,  ...............£12,995

Massey Ferguson 390 2WD, 80HP, 1990, 80HP approx.,  ..................................................£8995

John Deere 2650 2WD, 1990, c/w Grays Lynkon loader, 4ft bucket, 78HP  .....................£7295

Kubota U48-4 Excavator, 2014, 4.7 Ton, c/w 1 Bucket.  ................................................ £22,995

Volvo EC 25D Mini Excavator, 2014, 2.5 Ton, c/w 3 Buckets,  ........................................ £17,995

Kubota U25-3EU Mini Excavator, 2013, 2.5 Ton, c/w 1 Bucket ....................................£14,995

Kubota KX61 Mini Excavator, 2011, 2.5 Ton, c/w 1 Bucket.  ...........................................£13995

Kubota U25-3 Mini Excavator, 2011, 2.5 tons, c/w 3 buckets, rubber tracks, .............£13,795

JCB 8018 Mini Excavator, 2015, 1.6-ton, c/w 2 buckets, New rubber tracks,  ...............£12795

JCB 8018 Mini Excavator, 2011, 1.6-ton, c/w 3 buckets, 90% rubber tracks,  ...............£11495

JCB 8008 Micro Excavator, 2012, ROPS bar, 1 ton approx., 1 bucket,  ..............................£7995

Ammann AV12-2 Double Drum Vibrating Roller, 2011, only 545 recorded hours,  .£6295

Kubota RTV 1140 Utility Vehicle, 2013, Road registered / Road lighting Kit,  ..............£8995

New Honda ATV’s – Full range in stock available with 0% finance from  ........................£5999

New Honda UTV’s - Pioneers in stock with 0% and free cab from  ................................ £10999

New Zetor Tractors – Full range available with 0% finance options .................................£poa

reputation speaks for itself, as does its pride 
in being a wholly-owned, family-run busi-
ness, with a reputation of paying excellent 
prices to its loyal farmers.

All the wool is exported to the � rm’s main 
market in China, along with India and Europe.

Texacloth is very proud of its relationship 
with the Chinese, having built a trusted re-
lationship over 30 years. Aidan has person-
ally visited China 68 times since Texacloth 
started trading. Texacloth even sponsored 
a team of sheep shearers from China who 
participated in the World Sheep Shearing 
Championships.

Farmers deliver wool to the closest depot, 
where it is weighed in front of them. � e � rm 
does not have any complex grading systems 
and will con� rm the prices prior to delivery, 
with payment via electronic transfer for the 
wool that you have weighed.

Fane Valley is one of the biggest 
names in agriculture in 
Northern 

Ireland and its online ordering service 
is one used by many farmers in the West 
Highlands. 

Fane Valley Co-op Society is one of 
Northern Ireland’s biggest farmer-owned 
co-operative and is now one of Ireland’s 
most progressive agri-food businesses; 
Fane Valley Feeds is Northern Ireland is the 
second largest feed manufacturer with an 
annual capacity in excess of 300,000 tonnes, 
to the ruminant, pig and poultry sectors.

Fane Valley Stores, another division of the 
Fane Valley Group, is the largest retail dis-
tributor of animal health and farm supplies 
in Northern Ireland, with 15 retail stores. It 
has grown its online ordering service to be-
come one of the most popular at home 
and here in Scotland.
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P A SINCLAIR 
AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTOR, 
DALRANNOCH, CONNEL
Peter Sinclair has been involved in forestry and farming 
contracting for the last 60 years – from timber harvest-
ing using Clydesdale horses to running his own sawmill 
then progressing into agricultural contracting.

Peter has now decided to retire but is keen to see the 
business continue and thrive (under his watchful eye) 
in the hands of his grandaughter, Kirsty, in partnership 
with her dad, Shaun.

With investment in new equipment and machinery, 
including a Tanco S2000 bale wrapper/stacker pur-
chased from Cameron MacFarlane of Argyll Agricultural 
in Oban, Kirsty and Shaun hope to � ll the gap locally for 
all agricultural contracting needs, including re-seeding, 
spreading, baling, fencing and general associated works 
– shed building, drainage, formation/construction of hill 
and farm roads.

As the baling season approaches, they are keen to 
welcome new customers as well as continuing the good 
relationships already in place with existing customers 
and would welcome any enquiries by email: pasinclaird-
alrannoch@gmail.com or phone: 07393 422716/07881 
554168.

GRASS 
TOPPER 

4 foot wide with 
chans or blades, 
good condition, 

£700 
 

SHEEP 
TURNING 

CRATE
good condition, 

hardly used, 
£50

Telephone 
01967 

402050 
or 07917
606731

But it is not all hard work. 
This is the show season, 
from The Royal Highland 
Show next week, June 20 
23, through to Dalmally 
Show, marking the end 
of the show calendar on 
September 7.
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To enter, send 
separate entries 

(in the same 
envelope) 
with your 

name, address, 
telephone 

number and 
email address to 
Scottish Field 
Competitions, 

Fettes Park, 496 
Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh 
EH5 2DL 
or enter at 

www.
scottish� eld.

co.uk. 
Closing 

date, unless 
otherwise 
stated, is 

31 July 2019. 
Winners 

drawn from all 
competitions 
also enter a 
prize to win 
a bottle of 

Whitetail Gin.

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. No cash alternative or 
alternative prize is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply.
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running. 
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information, we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted. 
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date

competitionsOFFERS &
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com

206

WIN 
ONE OF SIX FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY COUNTRY FAIR 2019

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and two children) entry to the Fair on either 17 or 18 August.
Six winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 redeemable on either day of the event. 

Galloway Country Fair returns to the picturesque Drumlanrig 
Castle and Country Estate in the heart of Dumfries and Galloway 
on Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 August 2019. 

An impressive array of acts will take to the main ring, with 
quad bike stunt man Paul Hannam secured as the headline act. 
Attendees on both days will see him in his element, performing 
breathtaking tricks and jumps as well as precision riding. 

There are lots of fair favourites on the line-up – from the 
comical and educational sheep show and horse whisperer 
Grant Basin, to Buccleuch’s very own David Lisett and Lee 
Hartis conducting the gun dog display. Other activities across 
the weekend include Elite Falconry displays, Borderlines fishing 
demos, Stars Dog Agility and Terrier Racing as well as a free 
kids’ activity zone from Team Challenge and countless craft, 
food and drink trade stalls. 

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
Who is headlining the main ring at Galloway Country Fair 2019?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT BREAK FOR FOUR PEOPLE IN NORTH BERWICK WITH A CATAMARAN CRUISE 

AND ENTRY TO THE SCOTTISH SEABIRD CENTRE

Prize must be taken between 01 and 30 September 2019. Bookings must be made in advance and are subject to availability. 
Scottish Seabird Centre boat trips are subject to suitable weather conditions. See www.seabird.org for full boat trips terms and conditions.

Enjoy great days out at the seaside with the five-star Scottish 
Seabird Centre in North Berwick. Control interactive live 
cameras, experience 3D films, book a seasonal guided boat trip 
and enjoy lunch with a view in the newly refurbished café.

Over the summer, the islands in the Firth of Forth are home 
to internationally important breeding colonies of seabirds 
including puffins, guillemots, razorbills, terns and eiders. Marvel 
at the 150,000 thousand gannets on the Bass Rock, the world’s 
largest colony of Northern gannets, and speak to their expert 
staff about the seasonal wildlife on the surrounding islands.

This fabulous prize for four people includes entry to the 
Scottish Seabird Centre, a Catamaran Cruise around the Bass 
Rock and Craigleith and two nights stay at Gilsland Park, in a 
luxury two bedroom holiday home with decking and fantastic 
views.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
How many gannets can be seen on the Bass Rock each year?
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alternative prize is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply.
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Castle and Country Estate in the heart of Dumfries and Galloway 
on Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 August 2019. 

An impressive array of acts will take to the main ring, with 
quad bike stunt man Paul Hannam secured as the headline act. 
Attendees on both days will see him in his element, performing 
breathtaking tricks and jumps as well as precision riding. 

There are lots of fair favourites on the line-up – from the 
comical and educational sheep show and horse whisperer 
Grant Basin, to Buccleuch’s very own David Lisett and Lee 
Hartis conducting the gun dog display. Other activities across 
the weekend include Elite Falconry displays, Borderlines fishing 
demos, Stars Dog Agility and Terrier Racing as well as a free 
kids’ activity zone from Team Challenge and countless craft, 
food and drink trade stalls. 

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
Who is headlining the main ring at Galloway Country Fair 2019?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT BREAK FOR FOUR PEOPLE IN NORTH BERWICK WITH A CATAMARAN CRUISE 

AND ENTRY TO THE SCOTTISH SEABIRD CENTRE

Prize must be taken between 01 and 30 September 2019. Bookings must be made in advance and are subject to availability. 
Scottish Seabird Centre boat trips are subject to suitable weather conditions. See www.seabird.org for full boat trips terms and conditions.

Enjoy great days out at the seaside with the five-star Scottish 
Seabird Centre in North Berwick. Control interactive live 
cameras, experience 3D films, book a seasonal guided boat trip 
and enjoy lunch with a view in the newly refurbished café.

Over the summer, the islands in the Firth of Forth are home 
to internationally important breeding colonies of seabirds 
including puffins, guillemots, razorbills, terns and eiders. Marvel 
at the 150,000 thousand gannets on the Bass Rock, the world’s 
largest colony of Northern gannets, and speak to their expert 
staff about the seasonal wildlife on the surrounding islands.

This fabulous prize for four people includes entry to the 
Scottish Seabird Centre, a Catamaran Cruise around the Bass 
Rock and Craigleith and two nights stay at Gilsland Park, in a 
luxury two bedroom holiday home with decking and fantastic 
views.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
How many gannets can be seen on the Bass Rock each year?
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Picture perfect Perthshire... Rural 
comedian Jim Smith... Colin Prior’s 

landscape photograpy... Media 
tycoon Laura Kuenssberg... Andrew 

Carnegie... Rewilding Ayrshire...

OBAN’S 
SUSIE 
WOLFF
FORMULA ONE 
PETROLHEAD

July issue 
out now 

Tractor is Zetor. Since 1946.

MAJOR

N e w  
D e s i g n  
S a m e  
G r e a t  
V a l u e

Specs 
 
12 x 12  Transmision (Cl Model) 
40KPH Option (HS Model) 
New "Zetor" Design 
T3B 4 Cyl Engine 
Diesel ONLY 
Zetor System Loader Option

Contact 
 

GO R D O N  AG R I  
0 1 3 6 0  6 6 1 0 0 1  

 
A N D R E W  S M I T H  
0 1 5 8 6  5 5 3 1 7 3 www.zetor.co.uk 

 
facebook.com/ZetorUK 

 
zetor@zetor.co.uk

Farming by numbers

Around 65,000 people are directly employed 
in agriculture in Scotland – this represents 
around eight per cent of the rural workforce 
and means that agriculture is the third largest 
employer in rural Scotland a� er the service 
and public sectors. It is estimated that a 
further 250,000 jobs (one in 10 of all Scottish 
jobs) are dependent on agriculture.

Some 75 per cent of Scotland’s land mass is 
under agricultural production.

Around 85 per cent of Scotland is classi� ed 
as Less Favoured Area. � is is an EU classi� ca-
tion which recognises natural and geographic 
disadvantage.

Produce from Scotland’s farmers, cro� ers 

and growers is worth around £2.3 billion a 
year.

Between them they are responsible for much 
of Scotland’s £400 million food exports, rising 
to £2.4 billion if whisky exports (barley) are 
included.

� e agri-food sector is now the UKs largest 
manufacturing sector.

Around 65,000 people are directly employed 
in agriculture in Scotland. Best estimates 
suggest that for every worker employed in ag-
riculture another three workers are employed 
elsewhere. � ese jobs are largely in agricultur-
al supply, and in food and drink processing.

(Source: NFUS)
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Sometimes the roads we 
drive on can be unpredictable 
which can lead to a puncture. 
� is could mean cancelling 
our plans and waiting in a 
safe place for the breakdown 
recovery team.

But we could soon be on our 
way if we were able to change 
the tyre ourselves. Richard 
Gladman, IAM RoadSmart’s 
head of driving and riding 
standards, provides some 
useful advice on how to 
change a tyre. 
• If it is possible, pull off  the 
road to a safe area. If you 
have to stop on a road, place 
your warning triangle at 
least 45 metres behind your 
vehicle, but not on a motor-
way. Activate your hazard 
warning lights to warn other 
tra�  c. Raising the bonnet 
or hatchback will help other 
tra�  c realise you have an 
issue. If you have a passenger, 
get them to act as spotter and 
warn you of approaching 
tra�  c
• A level hard standing will 
be best as so�  ground will 
not allow the jack to be used 

correctly. If the ground is 
not suitable you may need 
assistance from a professional
• Locate the jack and wheel 
brace, it may help if you do 
this during your weekly 
vehicle checks so you know 
where it is and how to release 
it. � is is also a good time to 
locate the jacking points and 
� nd out how the jack works. 
O� en the kit will have a wheel 
chock; use this on the other 
axle of the vehicle to assist 
keep it still
• Loosen the wheel nuts 
slightly before you start jack-
ing the car up, the vehicle will 
be unstable a� er you raise it 
and you will not be able to get 
as much leverage. Remember 
one of the nuts is likely to 
have a lock function and will 
require the unique key
• When jacking the vehicle 
you will need it to be raised 
high enough to � t the new 
tyre (this will be higher than 
required to remove the old). 
Wear gloves when handling 
the old tyre, if it has punc-
tured it is likely to have sharp 
steel protruding from it

• Tighten the wheel nuts until 
the wheel sits squarely on the 
hub and then lower the jack. 
Further tighten the wheel 
nuts with the vehicle stable. 
You will need to get the wheel 
nuts checked for tightness 
by a professional (when you 
repair or replace the punc-
tured tyre). If � tting a space 
saver spare, remember the 

restrictions that imposes i.e. 
no more than 50mph (80kph) 
and should be used to get you 
to a place of repair - not as a 
substitute for the correct tyre
• Avoid changing your 
wheels on the hard shoulder 
of a motorway. If you have 
a puncture on a motorway, 
use the emergency phones 
to contact the motorway 

control room and they will 
send assistance to protect the 
area if required. Or arrange 
for your breakdown recovery 
organisation to assist you

Richard said: “Punctures 
are much rarer these days 
but the risk associated with 
conducting a tyre change has 
increased with the volume 
of tra�  c. Safety has to be 

your main concern but if 
you cannot get to a safe 
area to make the change; 
get the vehicle off  the road 
and call for assistance. A 
vehicle recovery service will 
have access to professional 
equipment which will allow 
a much speedier repair to be 
conducted. If you are in any 
doubt, call for help.”

DON’T LET A PUNCTURE 
LEAVE YOU FEELING TIRED



S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR 
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN SPICER : 07831 808702

S&S SERVICES

Increased NFU support, 
ask for further details

S&S  - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

PROUDLY SUPPORTING THE AGRICULTURAL 
COMMUNITY FOR OVER 30 YEARS

COME AND SEE OUR RANGE AT YOUR LOCAL SHOW
• 20-23RD JUNE ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW • 7TH AUGUST ARRAN FARMERS SHOW 

• 10TH AUGUST MID ARGYLL SHOW • 7TH SEPTEMBER DALMALLY AGRICULTURAL SHOW

S & S Services  01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr, Ayrshire KA8 9SX

†Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch 
driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer. Vehicles shown are an XV 2.0i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR price of £29,075.00, a Forester 2.0i XE Lineartronic OTR price of £30,565.00 and an Outback 2.5i SE Premium Lineartronic OTR 
price of £33,575.00. All prices include optional special paint finish at (£550). OTR price incl. VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration fee. Prices correct at time of going to print.

SUBARU SUV RANGE fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP excl. XV 2.0L): Combined 32.2-35.3mpg, CO2 emissions 157-168g/km. Fuel consumption figures are determined according to the WLTP test cycle. CO2 figure shown is based on 
the outgoing NEDC test cycle & will be used to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Fuel consumption achieved in real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including accessories fitted (post-registration), 
variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load. SUBARU XV 2.0L RANGE fuel economy and CO2 results (NEDC): Combined 40.9mpg, CO2 emissions 155g/km. 2.0L XV has been tested using the outgoing NEDC testing method. Only 
compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard. Mpg figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes & may not reflect real driving results.

£25,325
(BETTER where it MATTERS)

21107 Subaru Q2 2019 Range-PP_1.indd   1 29/03/2019   16:13



VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealerWD Semple

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,995

The Dacia Sandero 
STEPWAY

8.9
out of 10

THE ADVENTURE begins here 
EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME WITH THE DACIA SANDERO

The Dacia
LOGAN MCV

STARTING FROM ONLY £9,995

The Dacia
DUSTER

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,495

REG                  MODEL                        COLOUR  MILEAGE    PRICE REG                     MODEL                    COLOUR   MILEAGE  PRICE

RANGE OF LOWER PRICED CARS    RENAULT CLIO   RENAULT SCENIC   KANGOO VAN   PEUGEOT 2008  VAUXHALL CORSA

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

68  Dacia Sandero SCe Blue 34 £7,750
16  Renault Scenic Nav DCi  Grey 25,000 £9,950
66  Dacia Sandero Laureate DCi  Silver  6,000  £8,950
66  Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Nav  White  14,000  £9,750
66  Peugeot 208 GTline HDi  Red  14,500  £10,250
65 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,500
15  Peugeot 3008 HDi Allure Blue 41,000 £9,250
15  Dacia Duster LAU Prime DCi 4x2 Blue 41,000 £8,650
15  Renault Kangoo DCi Van White 65,000 £6,250
64  Renault Clio + Exp  Red 25,000  £7,500
64  Renault Clio Dyn TCe  Red  16,000  £7,500

14  Dacia Duster LAU DCi 4x4  Blue  57,000  £7,700
14  Skoda Rapid TDi  White  27,000  £6,350
14  Renault  Megan Coupe 1.5 DCi Blue,   27,000 £6,950 
14  Nissan Micra Acenta,  Black  21,400  £5,950
13  Renault Megane Dyn DCi Estate  Black  75,000  £5,350
63  Renault Clio EXP 1.2 White 5,000 £6,250
63  Toyota Aygo Move White 32,000 £4,950
62  BMW Series SPH 1.6  Black 48,000  £8,650
62  Kia Picanto 1.2  White  29,000  £4,000
58  Vauxhall Combo Van 1.3 CDTi Green  68,000 £1,750
10 Skoda Octavia SE HDi  Grey  70,000  £4,500



Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

R E A S S U R A N C E BUILT IN

Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Images for 
illustration purposes only. 508 GT Line at £259 per month on PCH. 
Initial payment £2079.44 then 22x £259.93. 10,000 miles pa. All 
fi gures exclusive of VAT. Contact us for more information.
“Built for Business” offers available to business users only. Images for 
illustration only.

M A N Y  M O R E  V E H I C L E S  O N  S I T E  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M

GREAT DEALS ON NEW AND
NEARLY NEW PEUGEOTS

2018 (18) Peugeot 308 
GT Line BlueHDI 130

Blue, 5400 miles, GT 
styling, red stitched 
leather trim, glass roof, 
smartphone connectiv-
ity, satellite navigation, 
reversing camera.

£15,799

2018 (67) Peugeot 2008 
Allure BlueHDI 100

Emerald, 4600 miles, 
grip control, parking 
sensors, smartphone 
connectivity, alloys, 
leather trim, auto lights/
wipers.

£12,999

2018 (18) Peugeot 208 
Active PureTech

Silver, 15000 miles, 
Apple Car Play, park-
ing sensors, alloys, 
DAB radio & USB, 
auto lights/wipers, 
bluetooth

£10,499

NEW MODEL 
Partner Van BlueHDI
Built For Business

From £11499 + VAT 
Standard equipment: Phone 
connectivity, full bulkhead, side 
loading door & ply lining

NEW MODEL 508 
Fastback GT Line
From £259 per month 
Standard equipment: Reversing 
camera, lane departure warning,
connected satellite navigation, 
smartphone connectivity.

ALL-NEW PEUGEOT 
508 SW PRICING AND 
SPECIFICATION REVEALED
• Prices for the all-new 508 SW start from £26,845 OTR MRRP

• All-new PEUGEOT 508 SW features latest-generation PEUGEOT 
i-Cockpit® with 12.3-inch head-up digital instrument display

• The all-new PEUGEOT 508 SW is available in Active, Allure, GT 
Line, GT and exclusive First Edition trims
Pricing and speci� cation for 
the all-new PEUGEOT 508 
SW has been announced 
for the UK market with the 
versatile estate model starting 
from £26,845*.

� e all-new PEUGEOT 508 
SW brings a sharp design, in-
stinctive driving experience, 
uncompromising quality and 
class-leading levels of tech-
nology to the D-segment 
estate sector, in Active, 
Allure, GT Line, GT, and for 
an exclusive limited-number 
only, First Edition, trims.  
Order books are now open 
and deliveries will begin from 
1st July onwards.

All 508 SW models feature 
the latest generation of 
PEUGEOT’s innovative 
i-Cockpit® with a con� g-

urable 12.3-inch head-up 
digital instrument panel, 
either a ten-inch or eight-inch 
capacitive touchscreen and 
a compact multi-function 
steering wheel as standard. 
A host of safety features also 
come as standard, including 
Emergency Brake Assist 
and speed limit recognition 
and recommendation. 
MirrorLink® with Apple 
CarPlay™ and Android Auto® 
is also included as standard in 
every model.

� e all-new PEUGEOT 
508 SW comes with two new 
petrol options and four diesel 
options, based on the 1.6-litre 
PureTech, 1.5-litre BlueHDi 
and 2.0-litre BlueHDi en-
gines. Coming in October 
2019 will be a 225hp PHEV 

version, providing power to 
the front wheels using 1.6-li-
tre PureTech 180 engine and 
a 110hp electric motor.

Active trim features 17-inch 
alloy wheels as standard, 
alongside PEUGEOT 
Connected 3D Navigation 
with live updates, electric 
driver’s seat-base and lum-
bar adjustment, automatic 
headlights and DAB radio 
as standard. Prices for the 
Active trim start from 
£26,845 OTR MRRP.

In Allure trim (and 
standard on all petrol 
versions), the all-new 508 
SW gets Active Suspension, 
plus Active Blind Spot 
Detection and PEUGEOT 
Smartbeam Assistance, as 
well as PEUGEOT Open and 
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Go (keyless entry and push 
button start). Inside, there 
is a 10-inch High De� nition 
capacitive touch screen, 
electric driver and passenger 
seats and a 180-degree colour 
reversing camera. Prices start 
from £28,145*.

Starting from £29,895*, the 
GT Line adds self-levelling 
full LED headlights, with the 
rear light cluster featuring 
PEUGEOT’s 3D signature 
‘Claw E� ect’. � e GT Line 
also comes with PEUGEOT 
i-Cockpit® Amplify, which 
allows customers to change 
the interior lighting balance, 
as well as the engine note 
through active speaker 
technology.

� e GT model is available 
from £38,020* and features 

PEUGEOT’s Drive Assist 
Pack Plus, with Adaptive 
Cruise Control and Lane 
Positioning Assist. Also in-
cluded is a FOCAL® premium 
HiFi speaker system, Nappa 
Mistral full grain leather seat 
trim and 19-inch ‘Augusta’ 
diamond-cut two-tone alloy 
wheels.

The UK will receive just 
75 First Edition models, 
with prices starting from 
£40,819*. On top of the GT 
specification, First Edition 
models feature PEUGEOT’s 
Night Vision technology – a 
first in the D-segment estate 
sector. The safety technol-
ogy can spot pedestrians 
and even dogs up to 200m 
ahead of the vehicle’s head-
lights, alerting drivers via 

the 12.3-inch instrument 
display panel. First Edition 
models will also come with 
PEUGEOT’s Visio Park 
3, featuring 360-degree 
colour reversing camera and 
fully automated parking 
assistance.

David Peel, Managing 
Director of PEUGEOT UK, 
said: “� e all-new 508 SW 
will bring a unique combi-
nation of style and driving 
dynamics to the D-segment 
estate sector. We’re already 
seeing the 508 Fastback chal-
lenge the norm in the saloon 
sector, and we have the same 
high expectations for the 508 
SW.”

Test drive today from 
Campbeltown Motor 
Company 01586 553200
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Scrap old drive new. 
Save up to £3,000 towards 
Yaris conventional models.

www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk
101-103 E Clyde St, Helensburgh G84 7PJ 01436 672779

Helensburgh Toyota

While SUVs dominate the 
sales charts, new research 
from What Car? has found 
MPVs are the superior choice 
for families with young chil-
dren thanks to their capacity 
to accommodate a greater 
number of child seats.

Although many MPVs and 
SUVs feature seven seats, not 
all of them can � t more than 
two child seats into the rear 
rows of the car. To � nd out 

which is the best for larger 
families, the UK’s leading 
consumer champion and new 
car buying platform, What 
Car?, lined up 16 leading MPV 
and SUV models and tested 
their ability to accommodate 
three child seats*.

Of the seven convention-
al-engined large SUVs tested, 
What Car? was able to � t all 
three child seats into just two 
models; the Peugeot 5008 and 

THE UK’S BEST CARS FOR 
FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 
REVEALED BY WHAT CAR?
• What Car? reveals the best cars for families with three 
children
• 16 vehicles, from luxury SUVs to MPVs, were tested to see 
how well they accommodate multiple child seats*
• Many modern MPVs and SUVs marketed as seven seaters 
only feature two ISOFIX child seat fi xings, leaving parents 
puzzled
• To fi nd out more about fi tting a child seat in 
your car, visit: https://www.whatcar.com/news/
best-cars-for-three-child-car-seats/n19502

Kia Sorento. � e use of a child 
seat in the second or third row 
was prohibited in four of the 
large SUVs tested, and the one 
that could take a third seat in 
the second row wasn’t wide 
enough to do this. Luxury 
SUVs outperformed their 
budget counterparts – with 
three of the four models tested 
able to accommodate three 
child seats.

In contrast, of the four 
MPVs What Car? tested, all 
were able to accommodate 
three child seats with ISOFIX 
points*. � e latest Seat 
Alhambra and VW Touran 
models both feature ISOFIX 
points in all � ve of their rear 
passenger seats – a record 
matched by only one of the 
luxury SUVs; the Audi Q7.

Steve Huntingford, editor 
of What Car?, said: “� is just 

goes to show how important it 
is for new parents, especially 
those with multiple kids, to 
do their homework when 
buying a new car. A vehicle 
may feature seven seats, but 

if only two can accommodate 
a child seat, it may not be the 
ideal choice.”

� e Tesla Model X is cur-
rently the only electric vehicle 
capable of accommodating 

the rear seats with more than 
two child seats*.

To � nd the best new car 
deals on SUVs and MPVs, 
motorists should visit: www.
whatcar.com/new-car-deals

Best vehicles for three child seats
Category Make and Model
Best Large SUV for Three Child Car Seats          Peugeot 5008
Electric Car for Three Child Seats Tesla Model X
Best Large MPV for Three Child Seats Seat Alhambra
Best Small MPV for Three Child Seats Volkswagen Touran
Best Luxury SUV for Three Child Seats Audi Q7



*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle.  
With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when ordered by 1 July 2019 from participating retailers. Excludes SE Technology range. †KAROQ TDI engines receive £1,950 deposit contribution and KAROQ TSI engines receive £1,250. 
KODIAQ £2,000 deposit contribution. Indemnities may be required. ^Service plan covers first two consecutive services limited to 1 x Oil and 1 x Oil and Inspection service. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Accurate at April 2019. 
Freepost ŠKODA Financial Services. 

Official fuel consumption WLTP for the ŠKODA range in mpg (litres/100km): Combined 58.9 (4.8) to 30.1 (9.4). NEDC equivalent CO2 combined emissions for the ŠKODA range are 167 to 96 g/km. 
Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other vehicles tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted (post-
registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures (known as WLTP). The CO2 figures shown however, are based on a calculation designed to be equivalent to the outgoing (NEDC) test cycle and will be used to calculate 
vehicle tax on first registration. For more information, please see www.skoda.co.uk/owners/wltp-info or consult your retailer. Data correct at April 2019. Figures quoted are for a range of configurations (including non-UK) and are subject to change due to ongoing approvals/changes. Please contact 
your retailer for further information.

Images are for illustrative purposes only. Models shown are not UK specification and may include features or options that are not available in the UK. 
West End Garage is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them.

West End Garage Dunfermline West End Garage Edinburgh West End Garage Stirling

01383 668 195
0131 297 0739 01786 235 238

www.westendskoda.com
www.westendskoda.com www.westendskoda.com

Unit 2 Halbeath Motor Park, Crossgates Road, Halbeath, 
Dunfermline KY11 7EG

4 Cultins Road, Sighthill, Edinburgh EH11 4DG Forthside Way, Stirling FK8 1QZ
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• Drivers paying more than 
£12 million in fines
• Many drivers paying the 
price of neglecting to regis-
ter a SORN for their vehicle
New analysis of govern-
ment figures by Kwik Fit, 
the UK’s largest automo-
tive servicing and repair 
company, reveals that last 
year more than 73,500 
drivers in England and 
Wales were taken to court 
for keeping a vehicle which 
does not meet insurance 
requirements1.

This is a 78% increase on 
five years ago and works 
out at over eight drivers 
every hour of the year. 
While drivers committing 
this offence will first re-
ceive a fixed penalty notice 
of £100, the average fine 
for drivers going to court 

over the last year was £205, 
meaning that fines for this 
offence totalled more than 
£12.4 million. 

One of the main reasons 
why drivers face this 
penalty is for keeping 
a car off road but not 
registering it as such. A 
vehicle must either be in-
sured or registered with a 
SORN (Statutory Off Road 
Notification). If the DVLA 
doesn’t have a SORN 
recorded for a vehicle then 
it has to be insured, even if 
it is only used on private 
land, parked in a garage 
or undergoing long term 
repairs or restoration. 

Kwik Fit found that over-
all, more than 169,000 mo-
torists were taken to court in 
2018 for insurance-related 
infringements last year – a 

26% rise compared to the 
134,000 in 2013. While 
keeping a vehicle which 
doesn’t meet insurance re-
quirements is often a result 
of owners being unaware of 
the rules around needing a 
SORN for a vehicle they are 
not using, all drivers should 
be clear about the need for 
insurance when driving. 

However, many drivers are 
flouting that law as 95,000 
cases were brought last year 
against motorists for using 
a motor vehicle uninsured 
against third party risks – 
up 4% compared to 2013. 
In total, offences relating to 
insurance made up almost a 
quarter (24%) of all vehicle 
offences in 2018.

When broken down by 
gender, Kwik Fit’s analysis 
found that men (105,861) 

account for almost two 
thirds (63%) of insurance 
offences, compared to 
women who account for 
18% (29,793) (the remaining 
20% comprises companies 
or unknown). This is in spite 
of the fact that 47% of full 
driving licence holders are 
female.

Last year more than £52 
million in fines were handed 
down to the 96% of defend-
ants who were ordered to 
pay fines as a result of in-
surance infringements. The 
average fine amount was 
£353, while nearly a third 
of fines (29%) resulted in a 
fine of more than £500. This 
is an increase of £20 million 
compared to five years ago.

The overall insurance in-
fringement hotspots across 
England and Wales are:

• Metropolitan - 26,801 
cases (16%)

• West Yorkshire - 19,482 
cases (12%)

• Sussex - 18,495 cases 
(11%)

• West Mercia - 12,270 
cases (7%)

• Avon and Somerset - 
10,951 cases (6%)

Sussex has also seen the 
sharpest rise in cases of 
car insurance crime, rising 
from 2,319 cases in 2013 
to 18,495 last year – a near 
eightfold increase. North 
Yorkshire, meanwhile, has 
seen the greatest decrease 
in insurance crime, falling 
by 42%, from 1,337 cases in 
2013 to 777 in 2018.

Roger Griggs, communi-
cations director at Kwik Fit 
says: “Many drivers may 
assume that the offence of 

not meeting insurance re-
quirements is due to making 
unapproved modifications 
or not maintaining their car 
properly, but in the majority 
of offences this is not the 
case. Drivers who decide 
not to use their car and take 
it car off road temporarily, 
for whatever reason, must 
ensure that they register a 
SORN with the DVLA. 

“It is also vital to note that 
SORNs need to be renewed 
each year to ensure drivers 
keep within regulations. 
Registering a SORN is free, 
and as we have seen from 
our analysis, failing to do so 
can prove very costly.”

For the latest news and 
updates from Kwik Fit, 
customers can also follow 
the company on Twitter at 
@kwik_fit

SORN LOSERS
THOUSANDS OF DRIVERS GUILTY OF KEEPING CARS 
WHICH DON’T MEET INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
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 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan 

etc... We also buy MOT 
failures and accident 

damage vehicles. 
Anything considered.

WANTEDARGO AVENGER, 2010
750HDi, 31HP, Roll cage, 
Half cover, 4 new tyres, 
all chains, sprockets and 
bearings in good working 
order. Argo excellent 
runner, open to any trial 
and can be delivered at 
buyer’s cost

Tel 07786 864877
£7,500 no VAT

YPSILON CHRYSLER
Great working order, 
2012, 75,000 miles, very 
economical £30 road tax, 
fully professionally under 
sealed 
MOT February 2020, 4 
new tyres 

Tel 07786 626852
£1,750

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing / Repairs /  Terraclean / Air Con Regas

More models (manual and automatic) arriving soon
Mobile - 07873587908 (Martin – Salesman)

For full details view out website – slipwayautos.co.uk/sales
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

Most vehicles come with warranty.   Finance available on request

Renault Kangoo Max Van 16 plate – 6 door (2 x side doors)  
(Blue)  -  27,524 miles ............................................................................... £6,495 + VAT

VW Move Up (Automatic) 64 plate – 5 door h/back (White)  -  25,437 miles .....£6,095

VW Passat Tdi S 16 plate – 4 door saloon (Gray)  -  28,990 miles ...................£12,995

Skoda Octavia SE Tsi 17 plate 5 door h/back (Red)  -  3,006 miles .................£14,950

Skoda Superb Estate 4 x 4 2.0 Elegance 61 plate -  
5 door (Silver) – 92,500 miles...............................................................................£6,350

Dacia Logan MCV Estate 65 plate – 5 door (White)  -  16,818 miles ..................£6,595 

Ford Focus Zetec (Auto) 63 plate  – 5 door estate (Black)  -  44,914 miles ......£6,900

Nissan Juke 64 plate – 5 door h/back (Red) – 9,430 miles.................................£9,995

Peugeot 208 Allure 65 plate – 5 door h/back (Orange)  - 7,187 miles ................£8,950

VW Polo 1.4 Match Edition (Automatic) 13 plate – 5 door h/back 
(Brown)  -  36,979 miles .......................................................................................£7,475
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HYUNDAI TUCSON 2 LITRE
57 plate, 4.W.D, MOT April 
2020
80,000 miles, good 
condition, leather interior, 
heated seats, sunroof

Tel 07780 960582 or 01631 710868
£2,600 ovno

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition 
we can make a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine 

problems, farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 4x4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Mitsubishi, Kia , Ford etc and all 4x4 

pickups. Older models and non runners/
MOT failures etc considered. Will collect.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravansand motor 

homes, campers etc, high mileage, 
MOT failures or damp, all considered, 

any make or model, will travel. 

Contact William 07730 130284
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED MOTOR HOMES
Caravanettes and camper vans, all makes and 
models considered. Also touring caravans and 

statics, instant decision, same day payment.

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com 

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free 
collection all types of of 4x4 vehicles 
double cab and single cabs pickups 
shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 

Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux 
discovery any vehicle considered old or 
new any condition running or not high 

miles rotten chassis over heating top 
price paid without any hassle we also 

buy motorhomes touring caravans and 
commercial vans and trucks.

Tel: 07759 054 754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, 

other models also considered.



 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL   ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTY Stress-free 
custom 

build

in partnership with Stress-free in partnership with

 T: 01292 591715 e: enquiries@theweehousecompany.co.uk

Mid Argyll To Let
 Unfurnished three 

bedroomed cottage, 
newly carpeted and 

decorated. 
 It has central heating 

throughout .
 £475 PCM  +  
COUNCIL TAX

 References Essential
 Apply in writing to Box 

No. 36
c/o The Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HB

SWAP
2 bedroom 

council flat in 
Aberdeen 

Looking for 2 
bedroom in Fort 

William 
Contact 

- 07927206428

TO LET
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Flexible offi ce space to let – Oban
Shortly Available   2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc

Lease direct from Landlord
Close to amenities

Email recruit2049@outlook.com 
for more details.

Fort William High Street - 
Retail/Offi ce space to let

Flexible retail & offi ce space on 
High Street with shop frontage 

from 1000 Sq Feet - 4000 Sq Feet

Email recruit2049@outlook.com 
for more details.

13 Great King Street, Edinburgh, EH3 6QW 
Tel: (0131) 624 6660 
E-mail: info@sva-auctions.co.uk

 

The following are among 18 Lots to be offered for Sale by 
Auction in Edinburgh on Thursday 27th June 2019.

CAMPBELTOWN (Former Auchinlee Care Home): Listed 
building and land. Conversion and development potential – 
1,139 sq.m. (12,261 sq.ft.) on site 0.92 ha (2.27 acres). EPC: G

www.sva-auctions.co.uk

A report published to-
day is calling for regular 
building inspections, 
the establishment of 
compulsory owners’ as-
sociations and Building 
Reserve Funds to be 
written into legislation 
to protect the future 
of Scotland’s tenement 
buildings.

The report has 
been published by 
the Working Group 
on Maintenance of 
Tenement Scheme 
Property, which was 
established in March 
2018 and comprised 
of sector experts and 
MSPs from all parlia-
mentary parties. In 
January 2019, the group 
published its interim 
recommendations re-
port and then formally 
discussed stakeholder 
and public responses 
to the report, which 
were received via con-

sultation. The Working 
Group on Maintenance 
of Tenement Scheme 
Property Final 
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
Report was published 
on Tuesday 4 June.

The Minister for 
Local Government, 
Housing and Planning, 
Kevin Stewart MSP, 
said:

“This report brings 
together views from 
across the Scottish 
Parliament and hous-
ing stakeholders, and 
its recommendations 
merit serious and care-
ful consideration.

“We welcome that 
it acknowledges the 
important action we 
have already taken to 
improve the condition 
of Scottish tenements, 
and recognises the 
challenges that must be 
met to ensure that our 
housing stock can con-

tinue to provide safe 
and sustainable homes 
for the future.”

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s 
cover three areas: 
building inspections, 
owners’ associations 
and Building Reserve 
Funds, and how these 
aspects could function 
and be implemented.

The “scheme prop-
erty” of all tenements 
should be inspected 
every five years with 
a report prepared 
that will be publicly 
available to existing or 
prospective owners and 
tenants, neighbours 
and policy makers.

Establishing compul-
sory owners’ associa-
tions are an essential 
element of tenement 
maintenance by pro-
viding leadership, 
effective decision-mak-
ing processes and the 
ability for groups to 

enter into contracts.
Building Reserve 

Fund (BRF) should be 
set up, with funds used 
for maintenance – as 
defined in Schedule 1 of 
the 2004 Act – includ-
ing repairs and replace-
ment, the installation 
of insulation, cleaning, 
gardening, painting 
and other routine 
works, the day to day 
running of a tenement 
and the reinstatement 
of a part (but not most) 
of the tenement.

Shadow housing and 
planning minister, 
Graham Simpson MSP, 
said:

“The final report from 
the Working Group on 
Tenement Maintenance 
is the result of hard 
work and dedication 
to this matter. We set 
out, knowing there is 
a ticking timebomb on 
building maintenance 

across the country.
“We have produced 

a timely report with 
some challenging 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , 
but government can 
be assured that there 
is cross-party and 
cross-sector support for 
what we are suggesting.

“This report is not 
the end of the road 
though and we hope the 
Scottish Government 
will take up our final 
recommendations and 
put in place practices 
to help keep tenements 
safe, energy efficient 
and well maintained.

“I would like to thank 
all members for their 
contributions and I 
look forward to seeing 
our hard work become 
policy and practice, 
improving the lives 
of the people living 
in tenements across 
Scotland.”

Report calls for reassessment of 
tenement maintenance in Scotland



Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier 
to fi nd your next job in the 

perfect location.
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RECRUITMENT
Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT

Medical Secretary/Receptionist required.
Permanent Contract - 37.5 hours per week.

(flexible working considered)

Taynuilt Medical Practice requires a medical 
secretary/receptionist. As the practice has 
three surgery sites at Connel, Taynuilt and 
Dalmally - transport is necessary. You will 
ideally have medical reception experience 
and secretarial skills. You will work as part 
of a team. You are expected to have good 
communication skills and be able to work 
unsupervised.  A knowledge of IT would be 
an advantage.

Please apply in writing with CV to Janice 
McGhee, Practice Manager, Connel 

Surgery, Connel, PA37 1PH or phone 
01631 710229 for further information.

Closing date Friday 21st June 2019.

01631 730302 
www.pierhousehotel.co.uk

Port Appin, Argyll
PA38 4DE

With a busy summer season ahead, The Pierhouse 
Hotel is on the lookout for experienced and 
enthusiastic people to join our team.

hotel &hotel &
seafood restaurant

We are recruiting:

If you are passionate about food, drink 
and giving our guests great hospitality 
then we want to hear from you!

For more information contact Fiona McLean, General Manager 
by email manager@pierhousehotel.co.uk or call 01631 730302

Food & Beverage Assistants
Full & Part Time Kitchen Porters (KPs)

Sous Chef
Commis Chef

Jo
b 

vacancie
s

Join our team!Funeral Service Operative
To work on a casual basis depending on the 
demand of the business.

We are looking for a smart and dignified 
individual to join our dedicated team, to 
show care and respect to the deceased and 
their families. 

Duties will include, bearing on funerals, driving 
company vehicles. 

You will also be required to become a valuable 
member of the out of hours team.

Please contact Owen Hoey at 
Hamish Hoey & Son Ltd, 37-39 Stevenson 
Street, Oban, PA34 5NA. 
Telephone 01631 562269 or 
email admin@hamishhoeyandson.co.uk

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

PAYROLL/ACCOUNTS 
ADMINISTRATOR
We require to increase the Accounts/Payroll 
team at our Lochgilphead Office.  Experience 
in all aspects of accounts - sales, purchases 
etc and payroll processing preferred, but all 
applicants will be given due consideration.  
Applicants should be familiar with Microsoft 
Office or other accounting software and a 
background in construction would also be 
helpful.  Full time, permanent position.  Salary 
based on experience. 
Please send CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or 
call 01546 602989 for further details.
www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

JOINERS
We require experienced joiners to cover 
projects across Argyll/Isles.

Full time & permanent.

Work Suitable for sub-contractors.
Please send CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or 
call 01546 602989 for further details.
www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Argyll & Isles

SITE MANAGERS

TRAINEE SITE MANAGERS

GROUND WORKERS

MECHANIC

ELECTRICIANS
Please send CV to jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk 
or call 01546602989 for further info.

MACTAGGART LEISURE CENTRE – Isle of Islay
FULL TIME RECREATION 

ASSISTANT AND 
SUPERVISOR  REQUIRED

For lifeguard, cleaning & customer service within 
friendly team. Must have current pool lifeguard 
quali� cation. Swim or gym  instructor would be 

an advantage. Immediate start.

For application pack or chat contact 
gary@mactaggartleisurecentre.co.uk

Or ring Gary Scott 0n 07957609256 Full time Chef – Glensanda
We currently have a vacancy for an experienced 
full time Chef based on-site in our Glensanda 
Quarry accommodation. Working in a close 
knit team on a week on, week off basis you will 
be responsible for providing healthy, nutritious 
meals for up to 80 residents, ordering supplies, 
and running a modern well equipped kitchen.

A competitive salary is offered with attractive 
pension and other benefits included, and 
accommodation is provided on site while on 
shift.

For further information contact 
ian.henry@aggregate.com 

Applications should be submitted with CV and 
covering letter by 30th June 2019



� e Oban Times
Thursday 13 June 201952  RECRUITMENT/PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESRECRUITMENT

ACHA Senior IT Officer Argyll
£41,704 - £49,063 per annum Monday – Friday, 9am – 5pm
Permanent position 35 hours per week

This post requires;
• Basic Disclosure Scotland check
• Full UK Driving Licence 
• Access to a vehicle insured for business use

Argyll Community Housing Association has a vacancy for a Senior IT 
Officer, preferably based in Lochgilphead but will consider other areas 
of Argyll for the right candidate

For more information, please contact Vivienne Litster on 01546 
605822 or email Vivienne.litster@acha.co.uk. 

To apply visit the recruitment section of our website at 
www.acha.co.uk
If you cannot access the website, please contact the recruitment 
team: 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk. CV’s are not 
accepted.

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 21st June 2019. 
Interviews will be held on Thursday 18th and Friday 19th July 2019 
in Lochgilphead.

Multi Skilled Engineer
Freshwater Recirculation Unit
Barcaldine, Argyll

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
Salmon. As part of our continued growth and investment in our business we are now 
recruiting for our new £44 million Freshwater Hatchery. The first of its kind in the UK, this 
state of the art facility - Recirculation Aquaculture System (RAS) will produce the best 
quality smolts before transferring to sea water at the optimum time.  

We are recruiting for a Multi Skilled Engineer for Freshwater Recirculation Unit located in 
Barcaldine, Argyll.

The successful candidate should be familiar with fault finding and diagnostics of electro
mechanical equipment.  We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a 
positive “hands on” attitude.

We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a positive ‘hands on’
attitude. They must also ensure that all tasks are completed in a professional manner 
adherent to strict health and safety requirements and practice good house keeping 
throughout all activities.

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience along with additional 
payments on completion of specific training, crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, 
pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and 
cycle to work scheme.  
 
A current driving licence is essential. We are an equal opportunities employer and we 
welcome applications from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to 
provide documentation of your right to work in the UK. 
 
If you would like to find out more, please visit the careers page on our website: 
www.scottishseafarms.com.

Closing date for applications is Friday 8th February 2019

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Cook Canteen Manager  
South Shian nr Oban

The Cook/Canteen Manager provides nutritious and tasty meals for up to 
50 employees during the working day and ensures the canteen operates 
to the highest standards of food safety and quality at all times.
You will be responsible for the planning, sourcing, preparation and 
cooking of meals; managing all aspects of hygiene, food safety and 
quality in the kitchen and the wider canteen area; controlling costs and 
driving the continuous improvement of the canteen facility.
Scottish Sea Farms are internationally recognised farmers of superior 
quality Scottish Salmon. We are committed to supporting local economies 
in some of the most remote parts of the Scottish Highlands and Islands 
by providing employment and career development opportunities in the 
local areas in which we operate. Our team is 1st in industry accredited at 
platinum standard for Investors in People and our employees are actively 
supported in ways that encourage and demand strong leadership.
Our benefits as well as a generous salary, we provide a full programme 
of training and development; 30 days holiday, life insurance, pension, 
many health related benefits including discounted gym membership, 
cycle to work scheme and an employee assistance programme; as well 
as the opportunity to join a friendly, hard-working team.
You are the ideal candidate If you are you a great cook with experience 
of running and managing small food outlets; if you thrive on providing a 
great service to your colleagues in a positive, helpful and friendly way; 
if you are experienced in a variety of cooking methods; hold a current 
qualification in food hygiene, with a good understanding of COSHH 
management and HACCP, we’d love to hear from you!

If you would like to be considered for this exciting opportunity, 
please contact HR on 01786 445521 or
Apply via our website www.scottishseafarms.com/careers.

Closing date: Friday 21st June 2019

First Registration of a 
Croft 

Dugald Cameron has 
registered their croft 2 
Treslaig, Ardgour on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 6th March 
2020.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6035.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to 
Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
your Local Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/01097/PP Use of land for the siting of 6 camping 

pods and composting toilet
Land East Of Dalavich Social Club, Dalavich, 
Taynuilt, Argyll And Bute, PA35 1HN

19/01034/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North Of Loch Etive House, Connel, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute 

19/00988/PP Alterations, erection of extension and 
change of use from telephone exchange 
to holiday let accommodation

Former Telephone Exchange, Land Adjacent 
To Oak Tree Cottage, Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll 
And Bute 

19/01112/LIB Internal alterations to enlarge existing 
bathroom

Flat 1/1 Flat 3, 1 Albany Street, Oban, Argyll 
And Bute, PA34 4AR

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council 
receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.  
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list 
of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the 
Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
NEW MOORING, DRIMNIN, SOUND OF MULL
Notice is hereby given that Ncn’ean Distillery has applied to 
the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 
4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of installation 
of a new mooring at:

 Cost 

 Location Latitude Longitude

 Drimnin, Sound of Mull 56° 37.256’ N 006° 00.190’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
LOCHALINE POST OFFICE, MORVERN, PA805XT
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental 
issues in respect of the application should be made in writing 
to: 
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference:  06982 
and Ncn’ean Distillery. 
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing 
Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine applications for 
marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During the 
consultation process any person having an interest in the 
outcome of the application may make representation to MS-
LOT. The representation may contain personal information, 
for example a name or address. This representation will only 
be used for the purpose of determining an application and 
will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s official 
corporate record. Representations will be shared with the 
applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, 
any people or organisations that we consult in relation to 
the application and, where necessary, be published online, 
however personal information will be removed before 
sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/
Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are 
unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns 
about how your personal information will be handled, 
contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 
375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Integration Joint Board

Unaudited Annual Accounts for the period from 
1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019

Public notice is given in accordance with under the Local Authority 
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, that:
(a)  Copies of the Unaudited Annual Accounts of Argyll and Bute 

Integration Joint Board for the period from 1st April 2018 to 
31st March 2019 will be available for public inspection in the 
offices of the Council at the following locations;

Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; NHS Highland, Aros, 
Lochgilphead; Hill Street, Dunoon; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; 
Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Mount 
Pleasant Road, Rothesay; Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane 
Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours); Helensburgh 
and Lomond Civic Centre, East Clyde Street, Helensburgh.
A copy of the Unaudited Annual Accounts will also be available 
on the following websites: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and www.
nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk
The Unaudited Annual Accounts will be open to Public Inspection 
during business hours from Monday 1st July 2019 until Friday 19th 
July 2019 inclusive.
(b)  Any person interested may inspect a copy of the annual 

accounts to be audited, all books, deeds contracts, bills, vouchers 
and receipts related thereto, and may take copies of any or all 
parts of the accounts;

(c)  Any person interested may object to the annual accounts or to 
any part of those statements, no later than Monday 22nd July 
2019, by:

 (1)  sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to John Cornett, Audit Director, Audit 
Scotland, 4th Floor, South Suite, The Athenaeum Building, 
8 Nelson Mandela Place, Glasgow, G2 1BT and;

 (2)  sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to the Controller of Audit, 4th Floor 
(South Suite), 102 West Port, Edinburgh, EH3 9DN and;

 (3)  sending a copy of that objection and statement to the 
authority and to any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, both at Head of Finance and Transformation, 
Aros, Lochgilphead, PA31 8LD.

(d)  The auditor shall, if requested by the person objecting, the 
authority, or by any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, afford to that person or authority or officer,  
as the case may be, an opportunity of appearing before and 
being heard by the auditor with respect to that objection; and 
any such person or officer may so appear and be heard either 
personally or by a representative. 

Joanna Macdonald, Chief Officer 14 June 2019

Argyll and Bute Council
Unaudited Annual Accounts for the period 
from 1st April 2018 to 31st March 2019

Public notice is given in accordance with under the Local Authority 
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2014, that:
(a)   Copies of the Unaudited Annual Accounts of Argyll and Bute 

Council and applicable charities for the period from 1st April 
2018 to 31st March 2019 will be available for public inspection 
in the offices of the Council at the following locations;

Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead; Hill Street, Dunoon; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; 
Municipal Buildings, Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Mount 
Pleasant Road, Rothesay; Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane 
Street, Tobermory; Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours); Helensburgh 
and Lomond Civic Centre, East Clyde Street, Helensburgh.
A copy of the Unaudited Annual Accounts will also be available on 
the following website: www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
The Unaudited Annual Accounts will be open to Public Inspection 
during business hours from Monday 1st July 2019 until Friday 
19th July 2019 inclusive.
(b)   Any person interested may inspect a copy of the annual 

accounts to be audited, all books, deeds contracts, bills, vouchers 
and receipts related thereto, and may take copies of any or all 
parts of the accounts;

(c)   Any person interested may object to the annual accounts or to 
any part of those statements, no later than Monday 22nd July 
2019, by:

 (1)   sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to John Cornett, Audit Director, Audit 
Scotland, 4th Floor Suite, The Athenaeum Building, 8 Nelson 
Mandela Place, Glasgow, G2 1BT and; 

 (2)   sending their objection in writing, together with a statement 
of the grounds thereof to the Controller of Audit, 4th Floor 
(South Suite), 102 West Port, Edinburgh, EH3 9DN and;

 (3)   sending a copy of that objection and statement to the 
authority and to any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, both at Financial Services, Council Headquarters, 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT.

(d)  The auditor shall, if requested by the person objecting, the 
authority, or by any officer of the authority who may be 
concerned, afford to that person or authority or officer, as 
the case may be, an opportunity of appearing before and 
being heard by the auditor with respect to 
that objection; and any such person or officer 
may so appear and be heard either personally 
or by a representative. 

Cleland Sneddon, Chief Executive
14 June 2019

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Balfour Beatty Group Ltd of  Fleet Services, West Service 
Road, Raynesway, Derby, DE21 7BG is applying to change 
an existing licence as follows:
•  To add an operating centre to keep 5 goods vehicles and 3 

trailers at Kilmory Ind Park, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR
Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe that their use or enjoyment 
of that land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner at Scottish 
Traffic Area Office, Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at the 
top of this notice.  A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

THE A85 TRUNK ROAD (OBAN) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION ON USE OF ROAD) (NO. 2) ORDER 2019
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they have made the above 
Order under sections 2(1) and (2), 4(1) and 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, temporarily prohibiting traffic on that length 
of the A85 Tyndrum – Oban Trunk Road from its junction with 
Breadalbane Street, Oban in a generally southwards direction in 
George Street and Aird’s Place to its junction with Argyll Square, 
Oban, a distance of 600 metres or thereby.
The Order, which is required to facilitate the holding of the All Under 
One Banner march and to enable members of the public to watch this 
event will be in operation from 15th June until the 16th June 2019. It 
is anticipated the closure will be for a period of 30 minutes from 14:30 
that day and will only have effect in relation to such part or parts of 
the length of road as is indicated by the appropriate traffic signs.
The Order does not apply to vehicles while being used in an emergency 
for fire brigade, ambulance, police or coastguard purposes or a 
vehicle being used for facilitating the holding of the relevant event.
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES
Alternative routes are not required.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the 
Transport Scotland website at https://www.transport.gov.scot/
road-orders/?roadorderregion=1291
For information about roadworks on motorways 
and trunk roads visit www.trafficscotland.org.uk
B. ARCHIBALD 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF
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First Registration of a 
Croft 

Susan MacDonald has 
registered their croft 7 
Bohuntin, Kilmonivaig 
on the Crfting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
must apply t Scottish 
Land Court by 29th 
February 2020.

Details o the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft number 
is C6031

Proposed Let of a Croft/
Part of a Croft

Ruth Fitzsimons is 
applying to let the 
tenancy of part of croft 
at 20, 22 and 24 Lower 
Inverroy  to James 
Fitzimons of Tigh Cluran, 
Inverroy, Inverness-Shire, 
PH31 4AQ

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may be 
made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@.gov.scot within 28 
days of the advert. 

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

DIRECTION ISSUED

R Stephenson
ME Stephenson
7 Lower Scotstown, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
95140
0.216 ha
Reason – Proposed New 
Development
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

First Registration of a 
Croft 

Susan MacDonald has 
registered their croft 7a 
Bohuntin, Kilmonivaig 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 22nd 
February 2020
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C5993

Reference Number

19/02354/LBC

19/02448/FUL

18/05402/FUL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be examined 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 
OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically 
at your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://
www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period indicated 
from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should note that their letter 
or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this 
proposal. 

Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days & 21 days for 19/02354
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Installation of a Red Wheel Heritage Plaque

Formation of access

Erection of affordable housing (38 units) 
(Proposed changes to layout following 
community representations and consultee 
feedback)

Glenfinnan Station Museum
Glenfinnan

Land 720M NE Of Ardmor
Lochaline, Morvern, Oban

Site Of Former Primary School
Zetland Avenue
Upper Achintore
Fort William

FIRST REGISTRATION  
OF A CROFT

Miss Sharon Elaine 
Butterfield has registered 
her croft known as 21 
Moss, Moss, Arisaig & 
Moidart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 28th 
February 2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C6005.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Ms Philippa Ann Squires 
has registered their croft 
16 Upper Inveroy (house 
site only), Kilmonivaig 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland. Any person 
who wishes to challenge 
the registration may 
apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 04 
December 2019. Details 
of the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. 
The croft registration 
number is I7493

First Registration 
of a Croft

Sheena Catherine Barclay 
Gow and Kirsten Patricia 
Gow have registered their 
croft, Ardcraig Croft, Kiells, 
in the Parish of Jura on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 24 February 
2020.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C6000.
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

01546 603989
mbcargyll.com

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE

Oban Times 80 x 125_new.qxp_Layout 1  13/03/2019  15:46  Page 1

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

FREE HOME CONSULTATION AND FREE INSTALLATION 

 since 1972

NEW Roman Co�ection

see our website for details and more offers!

plus

20%
OFF 

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

BLINDS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

REMOVAL & STORAGE

Picture perfect Perthshire... Rural 
comedian Jim Smith... Colin Prior’s 

landscape photograpy... Media 
tycoon Laura Kuenssberg... Andrew 

Carnegie... Rewilding Ayrshire...

OBAN’S 
SUSIE 
WOLFF
FORMULA ONE 
PETROLHEAD

July issue 
out now 
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

PERSONAL NOTICES

Antiques and 
Collectables
ANTIQUE SPELTER FIGURES 
Antique French Spelter met-
alware L’agriculture man 
and woman farm workers 
circa 1900 eighteen inch-
es high including plinth, £75 
Telephone 01631 564393.

Bathroom
SHOWER two glass panels 
size 1:925 by 890 door panel 
size 1:985 by 700, glass thick-
ness 8mm, £95 Telephone 
01546 510341.

Building / DIY
ANGLE RIVETER £20 
Telephone 01586 552834.
CROSS DRILL DRIVER 18V 
Lithium, £20 Telephone 
01586 552834.
DRESSED GRANITE WINDOW 
SETS Bonawe Granite win-
dow sill and lintel sets 3 avail-
able for opening 86cm and 
1 for opening 50cm price is 
for each set, £80  Telephone 
07792885852.
MORTAR GUN  (unused), £20 
Telephone 01586 552834.
OAK 3m length of dark oak 
(144mm x 44mm) in original 
packaging, £85 Telephone 
07703 130367.
REPLACEMENT CHIMNEY 
POTS for older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian pots in 
various sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².
ROLSON DOUBLE CASED 
SCREWDRIVERS  £15 
Telephone 01586 552834.
SARKING BOARDS New un-
used 15cm wide 16mm thick 
48 m long treated parking 
boards, £99 Telephone 07792 
885852.
SCREWDRIVERS  £10 
Telephone 01586 552834.
TELESCOPIC TENT & 
BARBECUE  £50 Telephone 
01586 552834.

Camping & caravan 
Equipment

VANGO DIABLO 600 
CANVAS FAMILY TENT. 

Only used twice, per-
fect condition £300 

Telephone 07747695016.

Car Accessories
CAR COVER new unused car 
cover to � t VW Caddy Maxi 
or similar. Cost £60, £40 
Telephone 07810 577109.

Domestic Appliances
BOSCH DISHWASHER vgc, all 
complete, still has manual, 
move forces sale. Tayinloan, 
£30 Telephone 07340 861678.

Furniture
DARK BROWN LEATHER 
SOFAS 3 seater and 2 seat-
er. Dark brown leather. Good 
condition. Free but must 
be uplifted from Kilmartin, 
Telephone 01546 510272.
KING SIZE BED Polished wood 
king size bed with head and 
foot board (no mattress). 
Excellent condition, can 
email photo, £95 Telephone 
01631 564393.

Garden
BOSCH SHREDDER  In very 
good condition, max branch 
size 25/30mm dia, £70 
Telephone 07934 491712.
BRAND NEW KETER STORE-
IT-OUT MIDI. Dimensions (W 
x D x H) 130 x 74 x 110cm. Too 
small for purpose bought. 
Cost £109 will sell for £60. 
Buyer collects. (Can be eas-
ily dismantled),  Telephone 
01546 602019.
LONG REACH HEDGE 
TRIMMER  Seldom used, 
in very good condition, 
max reach app. 2m, £70 
Telephone 07934 491712.

SCANDANAVIAN 
CHALET 

2m x 2.4m, 3m high (on 
stilts) wooden cladded, 

2.5 years old, perfect con-
dition, can be viewed at 

Tayinloan.  Telephone 
01700 811672 or 07721 

383363²,  £1000

VINTAGE CART WHEELS and 
smaller implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display 
items. Prices from £30, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY POTS 
Vintage chimney pots in var-
ious sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. Prices 
from £40, Telephone 01631 
564578².

VINTAGE HAND PLOUGH re-
stored and painted green 
and red. Will make a � ne gar-
den feature. Can deliver, £80 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful gar-
den feature, various sizes 
from £90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces

LPG GAS FIRE

 

Gas Fire - Wood Burning 
E� ect - Stanford 50. 

Good condition,  £100 
Telephone 01631 710862.

POLISHED LIMESTONE FIRE 
SURROUND New solid pol-
ished limestone surround, o�  
white colour with black gran-
ite hearth and inserts. Max 
width 127 cm height 97 cm, 
£99 Telephone 07792885852.

Hobbies and Crafts
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD, 
white, blue and pink colours 
in stock, available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

Home Furnishings
JOLOMO FRAMED PRINT 
Evening Gloaming, Paps of 
Jura - 31 x 31 inches. Call after 
5pm, £95 Telephone 01546 
606353.

Kitchen 
‘CARNATION’ ROYAL 
DOULTON Fine Bone China 
- 4 Cups and Saucers, Sugar 
Bowl and Jug. Call after 
5pm, £30 Telephone 01546 
606353.
BACHELORS CUP A SOUP 
MUG red-yellow, made in 
England, excellent, £6 includ-
ing postage Telephone 01475 
726360.
BEATLES MUG black, made in 
England, excellent, £9 includ-
ing postage Telephone 01475 
726360.
JAGUAR MUG light brown, 

made in England, excel-
lent, £9 including postage 
Telephone 01475 726360.
KIT KAT TEAPOT Red and 
white. Excellent. Made in 
England, £15 including post-
age Telephone 01475 726360.
KITCHENS Ex-display quali-
ty German kitchens and ap-
pliances for further details, 
email gusbrydon@gmail.
com or Telephone 07747 
695016. Price negotiable.
MANCHESTER UNITED 
MUG red & white,  made in 
England, excellent, £9 includ-
ing postage Telephone 01475 
726360.
PORSCHE MUG Black-yellow 
(Limited Edition) Boxed, 
numbered and unused. 
Made in Germany, £17 includ-
ing postage Telephone 01475 
726360.

Marine
SEAGULL OUTBOARD Silver 
Century, Long shaft with 
clutch, £70 Telephone 01967 
421275.

Miscellaneous
PICNIC RUCKSACK  ful-
ly equipped, new, £40 
Telephone 01586 552834.

Photography
NIKON COOLPIX L810 Digital 
Camera. Zoom Lens. Phone 
after 5pm,  £85 Telephone 
01546 606353.

Poultry
PULLETS brown, black or 
pure, ducks, also hen and 
duck sheds. Feeders and 
drinkers, Telephone 01470 
572213.

Printing and 
Stationery
INK CARTRIDGES 2 Unused 
H-338. 1 Slightly used 338. 1 
slightly used 343. (Got new 
printer and cartridges not 
suitable). Free  Telephone 
01546 602763.
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
, market your business ef-
fectively with professional-
ly designed lea� ets, posters 
and � yers from Krisp Print. 
Contact on 01586 554975.

Cathie Stevenson would like to say a big thank you to her 
friends and family for the wonderful 90th Birthday party 

held in The Railway Club on Saturday 25th May. 
The club supplied a super bu� et 

and Steven Brown’s music had feet tapping. 

Cathie would also like to say a big thank you to all guests for their 
donations given to her favourite charities, Mountain Rescue and 

Belford Hospital.  Total of £1400 to be shared equally. 

RURAL LAND 
WANTED

To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804

NEW BUILD, 
HANDMADE, 

SHEPHERDS HUT

Redwood Lined Interior, 
solid timber construction, 

Insulated and double 
glazed. Insulated Stable 
Door. Solid Steel Chassis. 

Cast iron wheels. Steering 
front axle
£18,000

07743 848497

THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a pho-
to of your new arrival or big 
day.  Truly individual, a treas-
ured keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

Trailers
BOX TRAILER Fully rebuilt 
box trailer. 6’ x 3’9” x 15”. 
Steel frame and sides. Timber 
� oor. New suspension, 
hubs, wheels, tyres, jockey 
wheel. Hinged tailgate and 
chains, rope hooks. Full elec-
trics £300, Telephone 01631 
710548.

Wanted



� e Oban Times
Thursday 13 June 201956  ANNOUNCEMENTS

Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

DEATHS
BLACK - Rosemary (Roma) 
née Nelson, died peacefully 
a� er a short illness at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
on Monday, June 3, 2019, 
aged 83. Beloved wife of the 
late Donald Malcolm Black, 
Achnacroish, Lismore, much 
loved mother and granny. 
� anks to all the sta�  in 
Ward B & I for their excellent 
care and kindness to Roma. 
� anks to Rev Iain Barclay 
for the wonderful service for 
Roma and to Duncan Gunn, 
Anne Livingstone and to Kiki 
MacColl and her sta� . � e 
family would like to express 
their heartfelt thanks for all 
the cards, calls and messages 
received at this sad time. A 
collection at the funeral has 
raised £613.10 and will be 
given to the Lismore Granny 
Bus, a service which allowed 
her to keep her independence 
to the last. Huge thanks to 
all the volunteer drivers and 
to all who enabled Roma to 
continue to live in her own 
home.
CAMPBELL - Peacefully at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on Monday June 10, 
2019, aged 88 years, Ann 
loving widow of Archie 
“Brochan” Campbell, 
Ardchattan, much loved 
mum of Ronnie, John and 
Sheila.  Funeral will take place 
from St. Modan’s Church, 
Benderloch on Monday, June 
17 at 1.00 pm, therea� er to 
Achnaba Cemetery. Family 
� owers only please. Retiring 
collection/donations if de-
sired for Club Nan Caraidean 
and Oban Lifeboat Station.
CAMPBELL - Frances, 
peacefully passed away at 
home in Corpach on Monday,  
June 10, 2019, aged 76 years. 
Beloved wife of James and 
adored mum of Caroline. 
Funeral service will take 
place on Tuesday, June 18 
at 11am in Kilmallie Parish 
Church Corpach therea� er 
to Glen Nevis Cemetery.  
Family � owers only please, 
donations if desired for Craig 
Nevis District Nurses. All 
friends respectfully invited.
DONOVAN/MCINTYRE  - 
Patrick, Jenny, Rose and Tim 
announce with immense sad-
ness the death of their dearly 
loved mum and partner Terry 
Ann Donovan, following 
a sudden illness at home 
on Sunday, June 9. Sister to 
Sarah,  and daughter of Rita 
and the late Pat Donovan, 
Brixton, South London. So 
much missed by us all. � e 
family would like to thank 
the ambulance crews and 
the sta�  at Oban Hospital for 
their caring and professional 
assistance on Sunday.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACMILLAN - Shonnie 
and family of the late Peggy 
would like to express their 
sincere gratitude to family 
neighbours, friends and wider 
community for their kindness 
and support following the 
loss of my beloved wife, our 
dear mum, grandmother and 
great-grandmother for cards, 
letters, � owers, phone calls and 
expressions of sympathy shown 
at this sad time. Sincere thanks 
to Dr. Bird and sta�  at South 
Uist Medical Practice; the 
medical team at Uist and Barra 
Hospital for their care and 
attention to Peggy during her 
short illness; also ambulance 
service for their attention. 
� anks to Fr. Ross for celebrat-
ing a lovely Requiem Mass and 
prayers at the graveside and to 
Fr. Michael for spiritual sup-
port and prayers. To organist 
Joanne, choir and alter servers, 
undertaker Neil MacIntyre for 
his professional and sensitive 
care, gravediggers for their 
help and support and to Sandy 
Stevens for the lovely order of 
service. Our sincere thanks to 
Polocher Inn for their catering 
and hospitality. 409 Smerclate.
McKILLOP - � e family of 
the late Bill McKillop would 
like to thank relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their many 
kind expressions of sympathy 
and support, cards, � owers, 
phone calls and visits received 
on their recent sad loss.  Special 
thanks to the wonderful sta�  
at Newcraigs Clava Ward, 
Inverness for the care given 
to Bill. Grateful and heartfelt 
thanks to Ian at D & A Munn 
for his guidance and profes-
sional handling of funeral 
arrangements.  Finally thanks 
to Donald MacKinnon for the 
lovely service attended by so 
many.  � e sum of £573.45 was 
raised for Alzheimers Scotland 
Local Branch.

MEMORIAMS
FERGUSON - Precious 
memories of a dear husband, 
dad and grampa Angus, died 
June 11, 1993.
- Catherine and family.
KING - In loving memory 
of Margaret King, who died 
June 13, 2018.
Loving mother-in-law, nana 
and great-nana.
Always in our thoughts. 
Loved and missed everyday.
- Love, Rosemary, Michael, 
Catherine and Freya.
KING - Treasured memories 
of Margaret, who died June 
13,  2018, a dear wife and 
mother, in our thoughts daily. 
Sorely missed.    
- Victor and David.
LANGLEY - Treasured mem-
ories of Stewart, who passed 
away on June 12, 2011.
Loving husband of Ann, 
much loved father of Craig.
Missing you always.
Also remembering loved ones 
gone before and a� er.
- Ann and Craig, Tiree and 
Exmouth.
MACALLISTER - In 
loving memory of our dear 
parents, grandparents and 
great-grandparents, Margaret 
who passed away June 17, 
1995 and William who passed  
away July 20, 1996.
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Phemie, Margaret, John, Fay 
and family.
MACINNES - Precious 
memories of my husband 
Jackie, who died June 16, 
2016.
So sadly missed.
- Marina.
MACPHERSON - In loving 
memory of a dear husband 
and father, Gordon, who 
died June 16, 1990. Also a 
dear son and brother, Royal 
Marine Commando, Gordon 
Cameron, killed in action 
during the Falklands con� ict, 
June 12, 1982.
Memories keep you ever near 
us
� ough you both le�  us years 
ago.
- Dorothy, David and Jean.
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of Mary, who passed 
away June 18, 2010, a dear 
wife, mum, mum-in-law, 
granny and sister.
- Billy and family.

MATTHEWS - Barrie, 
at New Victoria Hospital 
on May 25, 2019, beloved 
husband of the late Margaret, 
formerly of Burnside, Isle of 
Coll, caring father of Janice, 
Patricia and Alan, dear 
brother of Joy Green. Funeral 
service on Friday June 14 
at Daldowie Crematorium 
at 1.45pm. Family � owers 
only please. Dad and Mum 
together again. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

McGUIRE - Peacefully a� er 
a short illness, Morag, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
on June 9, 2019, a dear wife, 
mother, grandmother, aunt, 
and friend, sadly missed
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THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS GRADUATIONS
Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man 
(1103). Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of life-saving 
research in Scotland last year. Help bring 
forward the day when all cancers are cured. 
Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

THOUGHT 
FOR THE WEEK
Romans 8: 38 – ‘I am 
convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any 
powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’

� is is a faith open to all 
of us, including those who 
feel they have nowhere else 
to turn – the lonely, sick, 
impoverished and homeless – 
who fear for their future and 
have lost their security and 
peace of mind.

It applies today just as 
it did when Paul wrote 
to the church in Rome in 
about AD57. � at church 
progressed from a small, per-
secuted minority to become 
the established religion of the 
Roman Empire.

� e love of God shows 
itself as what we call the 
Holy Spirit , in� uencing all 
of us. It is so universal that 
it is all too easy to take it 
for granted, those generous, 
constructive and loving 
impulses we experience are 
God’s gi� .

By acting on these and 
being obedient to God’s 
prompting, we are enabled to 
help to alleviate the su� ering 
around us and contribute to 
the repair of our damaged 
society.

It is inspiring to read 
about the workings of the 
Holy Spirit in ancient times 
but surely it is of more 
immediate concern to us to 
be aware of what the Holy 
Spirit is doing in our own 
neighbourhood this week, to 
be thankful to God for His 
mercies, and be content to let 
it in� uence our lives.

Janet and Geo�  Fairbairn, 
Quakers.

GREGG CAMPBELL NEAGLE, 
BSc Hons MBChB, MRCS 

at his recent graduation for admission to 
the Royal College of Surgeons. 

Son of Jim and Rosemary Neagle. 
Grandson of Jenny and the late Jack Campbell, Carnasserie, 

and the late Alan and Helen Neagle, Glasgow.

Obituary: former 
councillor Danny Kelly
Tributes have been paid 
to former Argyll and Bute 
councillor Danny Kelly, who 
has died at the age of 77.

� e local authority and its 
members have been among 
those recognising the con-
tribution made by Mr Kelly, 
who died on Tuesday June 4 
following a stroke.

Mr Kelly won the elec-
tion in the Arrochar and 
Kilcreggan ward when the 
council was formed in 1995, 
taking 82 per cent of the 
vote.  He lost the seat four 
years later, but was re-elect-
ed to serve as the councillor 
for Rosneath, Clynder and 
Kilcreggan in 2003.

Four years later, he was 
elected as one of three 
councillors for the new mul-
ti-member Lomond North 
ward, and continued in the 
role until 2012.

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
who chairs the authority’s 
Helensburgh and Lomond 
area committee and who 
served alongside Mr Kelly 
for many years, said: ‘I am 
really sad to hear of Danny’s 
death. He and I always got 
on well when we were in 
the council despite being in 
di� erent political groups.

‘I know he worked really 
hard for his community, 
both as a community coun-
cillor and as an Argyll and 
Bute councillor.

‘He was particularly active 
in � ghting to provide a bet-
ter service on the Kilcreggan 
ferry and on the � ght to save 
the schools in Rosneath and 
Kilcreggan from the threat 
of closure.

‘I also remember how much 
of a family man he was and 
particularly proud of his 
grandson’s piping success. I 
am sure his family will miss 
him.’

An Argyll and Bute 
Council spokesperson said: 
‘Daniel Kelly was � rst elect-
ed to the new unitary au-
thority, previously known as 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association [ACHA, in 1995 
following the reorganisation 
of local government in 
Scotland.

‘He � rst represented the 
Arrochar and Kilcreggan 
ward which, by the time he 
was next elected in the 2003 

elections, had changed to 
the Rosneath, Clynder and 
Kilcreggan ward.

‘With the introduction of 
multi-member wards for the 
2007 council elections, this 
became the Lomond North 
ward, which Danny again 
proudly represented until 
2012.

‘During his council career, 
Danny built up considerable 
expertise in planning and 
housing matters, repre-
senting the council on the 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association board following 
the local housing stock 
transfer in 2006 and chair-
ing the planning, protective 

services and licensing com-
mittee until 2012 and his 
departure from the council.

‘Danny was very com-
mitted to the success of the 
Lomond North communities 
which he was proud to rep-
resent. He maintained a very 
keen interest in local a� airs 
and was always glad to lend 
his support to community 
events.

‘� ere remain many coun-
cillors and o�  cers at Argyll 
and Bute Council today who 
worked with Danny and 
appreciated his knowledge 
and expertise, both in local 
and other matters.

‘Most of all, though, Danny 
will be remembered as a kind 
man who treated everyone 
with warmth and respect. 
� oughts are with his family 
at this sad time.’

Even a� er his time as a 
councillor came to an end, 
Mr Kelly remained involved 
in public a� airs in the area, 
sitting on the board of 
ACHA.

Alastair MacGregor, chief 
executive of ACHA, said: 
‘All of us in the ACHA fam-
ily were saddened to hear of 
Danny’s sudden passing.

‘He served as chair of 
ACHA’s Helensburgh and 
Lomond area committee, 
chaired our audit commit-
tee, and served on the main 
board for many years.

‘His support and drive for 
decent, a� ordable housing 
are testimony to his hard 
work to help those in the 
communities of Helensburgh 
and Lomond and beyond.

‘He was also a wise, kind 

and gentle man whose well 
thought-out advice will be 
missed.’

Argyll and Bute councillor 
Iain S Paterson, who sat 
on the ACHA board with 
Danny and was elected to 
the Lomond North council 
ward in 2017, added: ‘Very 
sad news. I have had regular 
contact with Danny since I 
became a councillor on the 
ACHA board, and dealing 
with issues he reported to me 
as a constituent, and found 
him to be a friendly and 
helpful man whose commu-
nity meant so much to him.

‘He will be sadly missed. 
Condolences to his wife, 
family and friends.’

Kilcreggan resident and 
Helensburgh business owner 
Cara Nikolic said: ‘Danny 
was a legend. I knew him 
most of my life from when he 
had the butchers and I was 
a Saturday girl in the shop 
next door.

‘Years later, when I started 
my � rst business, he was on 
the Licensing Board. Even 
a� er he retired, he helped 
people in the community 
and I was just speaking to 
him the other week when he 
stopped to ask how I was and 
o� er me some advice and 
support. � at’s just the sort 
of person he was.

‘He leaves behind a beauti-
ful family who are heartbro-
ken. � e whole community 
is shocked and saddened by 
his loss because he touched 
so many lives.’

His funeral took place at 
Cardross Crematorium yes-
terday (Wednesday June 12).

Danny Kelly has died aged 77.
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Fixtures

MacCuish family double as 
Camanachd beat Inveraray

Wednesday June 12
Artemis Macaulay Cup second 
round (South)
Oban Caman v Kyles Athletic 
Deek Cameron

Saturday June 15
Cottages.com MacTavish
Cup Final
Glenurquhart v Newtonmore 
Lachie Wood - 4pm

Artemis Macaulay Cup second 
round (South)
Bute v  Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Ross Brown

Bullough Cup second round
Glenorchy v Aberdour  
Alex MacVicar 
Lochside Rovers  v English SA
Jim Innes
SCOTS Caman P - P  Kyles Ath
SCOTS unable to �eld a team. 
Walkover to Kyles Athletic
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Inveraray  
Neil MacDonald

Mowi Premiership 
Inveraray  v Caberfeidh  
Deek Cameron  
Lochaber  v Kinlochshiel  
Calum Girvan
Lovat v Kilmallie
Archie Ritchie - 1pm 

Mowi National Division
Skye v Fort William
Andy MacLean
Beauly v Oban Celtic  
John Angus Gillies -1pm

Mowi North Div 1 
Caberfeidh v Aberdeen Uni
Graham Cameron - 1pm
Fort William v Glengarry  
Robert Baxter
Kinlochshiel v Skye   
John Wood

Mowi South Division 1
Aberdour v Taynuilt  
David Mitchell 
Col Glen v Ballachulish  
Des McNulty
Tayforth v Kyles Athletic
Euan Pearson 

Mowi North Division 2
Lewis v Beauly  
Ronnie Campbell
Lochcarron v Strathglass  
TBA

All throw-ups 2pm, unless 
stated.

Newtonmore are hot favourites to make it four-in-a-row as they face 
Glenurquhart in the 2019 cottages.com MacTavish Cup Final at Bught 
Park, Inverness, on Saturday June 15. 

Wins over Kinlochshiel, Kilmallie and Lochaber over the last three 
seasons have ensured the rose bowl, presented by Duncan MacTavish 
of Stratherrick in 1898 and competed for by North senior teams, has 
had an extended stay in the Eilan trophy cabinet.   

Glenurquhart can take heart that each of these victories was only by a 
single goal and, although they are playing second tier shinty following 
their relegation from the Premiership at the end of last season, they 
also have a good recent history in the tournament. 

Glenurquhart beat Newtonmore in 2015 to lift the trophy, Newton-
more’s last defeat in the competition, whilst they were also runners-up 
the two years previous.

Paul John MacKintosh’s Newtonmore side go into the �nal on the 
back of a ten-match unbeaten run. 

Andy MacKintosh is an injury doubt but Jamie Robinson made his re-
turn in the weekend win at Kilmallie. Rory Kennedy will be monitored 
after taking a knock in that game. 

Stuart MacKintosh and Eddie Tembo co-manage the Glenurquhart  
side and their league form this season has given them every chance of 
a speedy return to the top �ight. Defender Michael Brady is working his 
way back to �tness and made his return in the weekend win at Beauly. 

Lachie Wood is the referee.
Throw-up is at 4pm and the match will be broadcast live on BBC ALBA. 
Earlier in the afternoon, Kingussie U17s and Newtonmore U17s will 

contest the MacTavish Juvenile Cup on the Bught Park main pitch.  
Throw-up is at 1pm and Brian MacKay is the referee. 

MacTavish Cup final takes 
centre stage this weekend

Mowi Premiership
Inveraray 1
Oban Camanachd 4
Oban Camanachd continued 
their recent good form, defeating 

Kingussie’s Liam Borthwick shields the ball from Kyles Athletic’s 
Callum Millar during the Mowi Premiership match at the Dell which 
the home side edged by the odd goal in three. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Inveraray 4-1 in their 1pm throw-up 
at the Winterton.

Inveraray were unfortunate not 
to take the lead in the opening 
minute. Fraser Watt’s pace took 
him clean through one-on-one with 
Oban Camanachd keeper Cameron 
Sutherland. Watt struck the ball well 
enough but Sutherland got a knee to 
the shot, de�ecting it for a corner. 

Fraser Watt had a half-chance 
from the corner but the Oban side 
got the ball away.  

Oban Camanachd settled and took 
the lead a�er six minutes. Aiden 
MacIntyre �oated the ball in from 
the le� and Daniel MacCuish took a 
touch to his less favoured right side 
but still �nished well to make it 1-0. 

�e visitors’ second goal came 
from the penalty spot on 23 minutes. 
Andrew MacCuish turned and ran at 
Robert Wood but was hacked down 
inside the ‘D’ by John Kennedy and 
cottage.com MacTavish Cup Final 
referee Lachie wood pointed to the 
spot. Andrew MacCuish despatched 
a good penalty, low and hard to the 
keeper’s le� to make it 2-0. 

�e Oban Camanachd mid�eld 
trio of Scott MacMillan, Lorn 
Dickie and Aidan MacIntyre were in 
command and Scott MacMillan sent 
a great ball to Andrew MacCuish 
on 27 minutes. MacCuish con-
trolled the ball and turned before 
hammering a shot past keeper Scott 
MacLachlan’s out-stretched hand 
and into the net. 

�ere were few clear-cut chances 
a�er the re-start.

Inveraray enjoyed their best period 
of the match around 10 minutes into 
the second half and their persistence 
paid o� as they pulled a goal back 
on 53 minutes. Fraser Watt touched 
a free-hit to the side and, with the 
players all jostling for position,  
Allan MacDonald got a yard on his 
marker and bulleted an unstoppable 
shot into the top corner of the goal 
to make it 3-1.   

Oban Camanachd lost Willie 
Neilson with around 15 minutes 
remaining when he su�ered a 
gash below the mouth which later 
required stitches. 

�e visitors brought Blair 
MacFarlane on for Scott MacMillan 
and, on 83 minutes, MacFarlane 
sent a dangerous ball into the goal 
area where Daniel MacCuish was 
�rst to react to continue his good 
scoring run. 

Aidan MacIntyre came o� in fa-
vour of 15-year-old Ross Campbell 
with Daniel MacCuish dropping 
back to wing centre. 

�is was Oban Camanachd’s sev-
enth successive win. �ey were due 
to face Kyles Athletic at Moss�eld 
in the Artemis Macaulay Cup 
quarter �nals last night (Wednesday 
June 12). �e tie was rearranged at 
Kyles’ request and a big crowd was 
expected.   

�is was the �rst of three succes-
sive meetings between the sides. 

Speaking a�er the match, Oban 
Camanachd assistant manager 
Kenny Wotherspoon said: ‘It was a 
good team performance as Inveraray 
are di�cult opponents on their own 
�eld. 

‘�e results don’t lie and a�er a 
sluggish start to the season, when 
we lost some close games, the play-
ers have taken on board what we’re 
wanting to do and we are now on a 
good run.’ 

Kingussie 2 
Kyles Athletic 1
League leaders Kingussie in�icted 
Kyles Athletic’s �rst defeat of the 
season, winning 2-1 at the Dell. 

Kingussie took the lead on 12 min-
utes. Kyles didn’t deal with James 
Hutchison’s ball forward and James 
Falconer’s strike from the right came 
to Roddy Young at the edge of the 
box and he drove the ball low into 
the bottom corner of the net, beating 
keeper John Whyte on his right side 
from a central position. 

Substitute Savio Genini made it 
2-0 three minutes into the second 
half. A well-worked Ruaridh 
Anderson free-hit from the le� of 
the ‘D’ was played outside to Genini 
and although he didn’t catch the ball 
as cleanly as he would have liked on 
his back-hand, it was on target and 
ended up in the bottom right corner 
of the net.

Robbie MacLeod halved the de�cit 
on 64 minutes. Innes MacDonald 
played in a corner from the right,  
which was touched on, but keeper 
Rory MacGregor cleared his lines. 
However, the clearance came to 
Roddy Macdonald who chipped 
the ball forward from the le� and 

MacLeod took the ball down before 
ri�ing it home on his le� side. 

Kingussie stayed in front to record 
what could yet be a notable victory.  

Kingussie remain two points clear 
at the top of the table but they have 
played a game more than second 
placed Newtonmore.  Whilst Kyles 
are �ve points o� the pace, they have 
played at least two games fewer than 
all the teams above them. 

Kilmallie 2
Newtonmore 3
Kilmallie and Newtonmore met for 
the fourth time this season in a 3pm 
throw-up at Canal Parks.   

Newtonmore broke the deadlock 
on 36 minutes when Iain Robinson 
received the ball on the wing before 
cutting inside and making a long-
range shot which found the back of 
the net for the only goal of the �rst 
half. It was Robinson again, this 
time on 63 minutes, who doubled 
the visitors’ tally. 

�is time Conor Jones �oated 
a long ball in on goal. Kilmallie 
keeper Shane Gillies was unable to 
clear and the ball fell for Robinson 
inside the ‘D’ and he slipped it past 
the keeper.

Iain Robinson turned supplier 
for Newtonmore’s third goal on 68 
minutes. 

�e ball was played down the line 
to Robinson who played a simple 
pass across to Ewen Fraser who 
blasted a powerful shot by a helpless 
keeper from an acute angle to make 
it 3-0.

Kilmallie’s response was swi� and 
Liam Cameron pulled a goal back a 
minute later. 

Innes Blackhall made it 3-2 on 
90 minutes, but Newtonmore took 
both points. 

Kinlochshiel 1
Lovat 0
John MacRae again made the 
di�erence as Kinlochshiel moved 
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Continued on page 60

Results
Saturday June 8
Liberty British Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup second round
Bute 0 v 6 Fort William           
Taynuilt 0 v 4 Glasgow MA

Mowi Premiership 
Caberfeidh 8 v 1 Lochaber 
Kilmallie 2 v 3 Newtonmore 
Kingussie 2 v 1 Kyles Athletic 
Kinlochshiel 1 v 0 Lovat
Inveraray 1 v 4 Oban Camanachd

Mowi National Division
Beauly 1 v 2 Glenurquhart 
Strathglass 1 v 5 Skye  

 
Mowi North Division 1
Glengarry 11 v 1 Aberdeen Uni
Glenurquhart 0 v 6 Inverness
Lovat 8 v 0 Kinlochshiel  
Newtonmore 4 v 2 Fort William 
Skye 3 v 1 Caberfeidh 

Mowi South Division 1
Aberdour 5 v 3 Inveraray 
Ballachulish 3 v 5 Kyles Athletic
Col Glen 2 v 1 Glasgow Mid Argyll 

Mowi North Division 2
Kilmallie 2 v 1 Boleskine 
Lewis  P v P Inverness 
Inverness unable to raise a team, 
points to Lewis 
Strathglass 3 v 3 Beauly 
Strathspey 4 v 1 Lochcarron 
 
Mowi South Division 2
Ardnamurchan 1 v 3 Aberdour
Kilmory 7 v 0 Bute   

Kingussie’s John Robertson was awarded the BEM in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

into the top half of the table a� er 
beating Lovat 1-0 at Kirkton. A road 
accident at Drumnadrochit meant 
throw-up was delayed to 3.10pm. 

Kinlochshiel made the break-
through on 27 minutes. 

Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae pushed the 
ball away from a Lovat attack to 
Donald Nixon who went on a run 
before sending the ball to the right. 

John MacRae battled to get to the 
ball and although his initial e� ort 
was parried by Stuart MacDonald, 
the Scotland forward � icked the 
rebound into the net from a central 
position at the edge of the ‘D’. 

� e � rst half was played in sun-
shine but, with dark clouds making 
their way west throughout the � rst 
half, the heavens opened during 
half-time, drenching the players and 
supporters. 

� e inclement conditions contin-
ued throughout the second half, 
making it di�  cult for both sides.

Lovat, now shooting down the hill, 
enjoyed periods of pressure but were 
guilty of bunching on an already 
tight pitch. 

Kinlochshiel � nished the match 
on the attack and might well have 
doubled their lead by the end.  

Caberfeidh 8
Lochaber 1
Caberfeidh recorded an emphatic 
8-1 victory over Lochaber in their 
relegation battle at Castle Leod.

� row-up was brought forward to 
12.30pm and the hosts were missing 
the injured Gavin Mclauchlan. 

Lochaber’s Danny Delany was free 
of suspension and although Ryan 
Johnstone was free to play, he misses 
Kinlochshiel’s visit to Spean Bridge 
this Saturday for a disciplinary 
points accumulation. 

Lochaber scored � rst with Stuart 
Callison � nding the net on four  
minutes but a 13th minute Kevin 
Bartlett goal drew Caberfeidh level. 

Caberfeidh went in front for the 
� rst time in the match when Kevin 
Bartlett got his second on the half-
hour and Craig Morrison struck a 
quick-� re double on 40 and 42 min-
utes to make it 4-1 at the interval. 

Jamie MacKintosh on 53 minutes 
and a hat-trick goal from Kevin 
Bartlett a couple of minutes later put 
Caberfeidh out of sight.

Craig Morrison got his eleventh 
goal over the last four games when 
he completed his hat-trick on 67 
minutes to make it 8-1. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£2800

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
M Anderson
Oban
C McEachran
Campeltown

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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Continued from page 59
Caberfeidh now go a point above 

Lochaber in the league with a game 
in hand. 

Kilmallie and Inveraray remain 
just below them in the relegation 
zone. 

Liberty British 
Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup  
quarter �nals
Bute 0 
Fort William 6
Fort William are through to 
the Liberty British Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup semi �nals a�er 
beating Bute 6-0 at the Meadows.

Alexander MacMillan gave Fort 
William the lead on 35 minutes with 
the only goal of the �rst half. 

Fort William went on to score four 
times in a devastating seven-minute 
spell. 

Arran MacPhee made it 2-0 �ve 
minutes into the second period and 
Jack Fraser added a third a couple of 
minutes later.

Lachie Shaw on 54 minutes and 
Victor Smith on 57 minutes made it 
5-0 before Jack Fraser got his second 
with three minutes remaining. 

Taynuilt 0
Glasgow Mid Argyll 4
Glasgow Mid Argyll sealed a semi 
�nal spot with a 4-0 victory over 
Taynuilt at Taynuilt Sports Field. 

Garry Luke powered home a cut-
back on 15 minutes to put GMA 
ahead.  Taynuilt came back at their 
opponents but were unable to turn 
their pressure into goals. 

Iain Luke made it 2-0 on 36 min-
utes. Taynuilt keeper Brian Logan 
made an initial save from Duncan 
MacRae’s shot, but Luke closed 
down his attempted clearance and 
the ball ended up in the net. 

Calum McLay added a third on 
57 minutes with a great strike from 
outside the ‘D’. 

Taynuilt’s Jamie MacFarlane was 
sent o� shortly a�er by referee Deek 
Cameron for lashing out a�er being 
fouled. 

Calum McLay found space outside 
the ‘D’ to make it 4-0 on 77 minutes. 

Craig Anderson had a �ne game 
for GMA in the unfamiliar role of 
half back and the Glasgow side now 
face Strathglass in the semi �nals. 

Mowi National 
Division 
Beauly 1 
Glenurquhart 2
Glenurquhart bounced back from 
their loss to Oban Camanachd 
the previous week when they beat 
Beauly 2-1 at Braeview Park. 

Glenurquhart had to come from 
behind to win this one as Jack 
MacDonald gave the hosts the lead 
on 15 minutes.

But Neale Reid drew Glenurquhart 
level 60 seconds later. 

Conor Golabek got the winner on 
39 minutes. 

Glenurquhart, who perhaps had 
one eye on this Saturday’s cottages.
com MacTavish Cup Final against 
Newtonmore, now trail league 

leaders Fort William by three points 
with a game in hand. 

Strathglass 1
Skye Camanachd 5
Skye Camanachd go third in the 
division a�er beating Strathglass 5-1 
in their 3pm throw-up at Cannich. 

�e islanders took the lead on 
two minutes when Stewart Grant 
won possession on the le� wing 
and picked out Ross Gordon who 
played the ball �rst time to John 
Gillies. Gillies took a touch before 
slamming the ball past the keeper to 
make it 1-0. 

Ross Gordon added his name to 
the scoresheet on 19 minutes when 
he played a one-two with John 
Gillies before �ring home from 18 
yards, beating the keeper on his le� 
side. 

Strathglass pulled a goal back 
against the run of play on 25 min-
utes. Skye failed to clear their lines 
and, from 25 yards, Darren Reid 
struck an unstoppable back-hand 
shot that nestled in the keeper’s top 
right corner of the net. 

Strathglass had the chance to draw 
level with three �rst half minutes 
remaining. Steven Hyslop ran 
towards goal, pushing the ball past 
keeper Ryan Morrison but he was 
taken down and referee John Wood 
pointed to the spot. Lewis Douglas 
stepped up to take the penalty but 
didn’t strike the ball cleanly and 
Ryan Morrison saved before hitting 
the ball away to safety. 

Worse was to follow for Douglas as 
he was sent o� on the stroke of half-
time for lashing out at Skye defender 
James Morrison. 

John Gillies got his second and 
Skye’s third goal three minutes a�er 
the re-start. Stewart Grant crossed 
to Ross MacKinnon who passed to 
John Gillies and he got by his mark-
er before beating the keeper from 
the le� of the ‘D’. 

John Gillies made a good run from 
buckshee forward, getting past a few 
players, but just as he was about to 
shoot, his marker cleared the ball for 
a corner. 

Daniel Morrison took the result-
ant corner from the le� and found 
Ross Gordon at the back of the ‘D’. 
Gordon took the ball down before 
sending a blistering drive over the 
keeper to make it 4-1 with 59 min-
utes gone.   

Ross Gordon was a constant 
threat and completed his hat-trick 
on 69 minutes. �e tireless Ross 
MacKinnon found Gordon who 
slammed the ball home from 18 
yards to make it 5-1. 

Mowi North Division 1
Glengarry 11
Aberdeen University 1
Glengarry go top of the table on goal 
di�erence a�er defeating Aberdeen 
University 11-1 at Craigard.

Nick Dalgety scored on 10 and 18 
minutes to put Glengarry 2-0 ahead.

Finlay Nicolson added a third on 
19 minutes, whilst Ruthven Goudie 
Hamilton made it 4-0 on 28 minutes. 

�e goals kept �owing as Nick 
Dalgety completed his hat-trick on 
31 minutes and David Rodgers made 
it 6-0 six minutes later. 

Nick Dalgety added his fourth on 
61 minutes. Rhuairaidh MacDonald 
rattled in a hat-trick with strikes 

on 64, 68 and 74 minutes.  Stuart 
Cameron pulled a goal back on 77 
minutes but Rhuairaidh MacDonald 
got his fourth a minute from time 
to round o� the impressive 11-1 
victory. 

Newtonmore 4
Fort William 2
�e Newtonmore seconds go fourth 
in the league a�er beating the Fort 
William seconds 4-2 in their 1.30pm 
throw up at the Eilan.

�e sides exchanged early goals as 
Newtonmore’s Cameron MacNiven 
on �ve minutes and Fort William’s 
Duncan Steven Stevenson on six  
minutes made it 1-1. 

Craig MacLeod put Newtonmore 
back in front on seven minutes and 
the same player made it 3-1 on 28 
minutes. 

Greig Kelly made it 3-2 on 67 min-
utes but Scott Campbell restored 
Newtonmore’s two-goal cushion 
with an e�ort on 77 minutes. 

Fort William’s Grant Disher was 
sent o� by referee Ewan MacDonald. 

Elsewhere in the division, the 
Inverness �rst team beat the 
Glenurquhart second team 6-0 in 
their noon throw-up at Blairbeg.

�e Lovat seconds were too strong 
for the Kinlochshiel seconds, win-
ning 8-0 at Balgate. 

�e Skye Camanachd second team 
came from a goal down to beat the 
Caberfeidh second team 3-1 at Pairc 
nan Laoch.

Mowi South Division 1
Aberdour 5
Inveraray 3
Table-toppers Aberdour are eight 
points clear a�er seeing o� the 
Inveraray colts 5-3 at Silversands.

David McDougall opened the 
scoring on seven minutes a�er a 
swi� passing move. Mather twice 
saved well from Angus �orburn 
but the latter stop on 14 minutes 
saw Ruairidh Reid turn home the 
re-bound to leave Aberdour in the 
driving seat.

Inveraray showed they weren’t just 
there to make up the numbers and 
pulled a goal back a minute later 
when the ball fell for Peter McIntyre 
who scored. 

Inveraray restored their two-goal 
cushion on 23 minutes when Angus 
�orburn’s �erce shot from Ruairidh 

Reid’s pass went in o� the keeper to 
make it 3-1. 

�is didn’t deter Inveraray who 
came back at Aberdour and Peter 
McIntyre got his second on 36 min-
utes with a well-hit strike to make it 
3-2 at half time. 

Ruairidh Reid got his second 
from close in on 54 minutes, whilst 
a second from Angus �orburn 
on 72 minutes put the game out of 
Inveraray’s reach. 

Craig Taylor got a consolation goal 
for the visitors to make the �nal 
score 5-3.

Ballachulish 3
Kyles Athletic 5
�e Kyles Athletic second team 
came from two goals down to defeat 
Ballachulish 5-3 at Jubilee Park.

Ballachulish got o� to a great start 
with David Wilson in the opening 
minute and Lewis Bryson 60 sec-
onds later making it 2-0. 

However, Chris Blair on 27 
minutes and Luke �ornton on 48 
minutes made it 2-2. 

Scott Henderson put Ballachulish  
back in front on 61 minutes but 
Chris Blair completed his hat-trick 
with quick-�re e�orts on 73 and 74 
minutes to make it 4-3. 

Luke �ornton got his second 
three minutes from time to make 
the �nal score 5-3. 

Col Glen 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 1
Col Glen go second in the league af-
ter beating the Glasgow Mid Argyll 
reserves 2-1 at Glendaruel.

Rory Oxland and Neil McKirdy 
scored for Col Glen with GMA’s Seb 
MacMillan replying.

Mowi North Division 2
Kilmallie 2
Boleskine 1
�e Kilmallie colts edged out 
Boleskine 2-1 in their noon throw 
up at Canal Parks.

Andrew Gibb gave Kilmallie the 
lead on six minutes and Cam Ross 
made it 2-0 on 17 minutes. 

Sean Fraser made it 2-1 on 20 min-
utes but Kilmallie stayed in front to 
take the points. 

Elsewhere in the division, 
Strathspey Camanachd beat leaders 
Lochcarron 4-1 and the Beauly 
seconds came from 3-0 down to 

draw 3-3 with their Strathglass 
counterparts.

Mowi South Division 2
Kilmory 7
Bute 0
Kilmory return to the top of the 
league following their 7-0 victory 
over the Bute colts in their 1.30pm 
throw-up at MacRae Park.

Alex Cunningham on �ve minutes 
and Alister MacArthur a couple of 
minutes later got Kilmory o� to a 
good start. 

Alex Cunningham got his second 
on 12 minutes as Kilmory continued 
to dominate. 

Euan Gilmour got his �rst senior 
goal on 15 minutes and Alister 
MacArthur got his second on 17 
minutes to make it 5-0. 

A Hal Jones strike on 44 minutes 
made it 6-0 at the break. 

Alex Cunningham completed his 
hat-trick on 82 minutes with the 
only goal of the second half. 

Ardnamurchan 1
Aberdour 3
Player/manager Roddy MacColl 
grabbed a hat-trick as the Aberdour 
reserves defeated Ardnamurchan 
3-1 at Spean Bridge.

�e sides exchanged early goals 
with Roddy MacColl giving 
Aberdour the lead on two minutes 
with Herbie Paterson levelling three 
minutes a�er. 

Roddy MacColl put Aberdour 
back in front on 24 minutes and  
completed his hat-trick on the hour. 

 

WCA round-up
Mowi National 
Division
Badenoch 12 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
League leaders Badenoch were too 
strong for Glasgow Mid Argyll, 
winning 12-0 in their 1pm throw-up 
at the Dell. 

Kirsty Deans scored four times, 
Mairi Stewart and Eilidh Ross 
bagged braces whilst Megan Ralph, 
Rhona McIntyre, Ruth Forbes and 
Sarah Caird scored the others. 

Strathspey 1
Aberdour 2
Niamh Donnelly’s double cancelled 
out Jade Callum’s e�ort as Aberdour 
defeated Strathspey 2-1 at Grantown 
Grammar School.

Mowi North Division 2
Glengarry 4 Lovat 6
Lovat beat Glengarry 6-4 in their 
1pm throw-up at Craigard.

Elaine Cameron’s double and 
goals from Nikki Grant and Emily 
Gordon counted for Glengarry but 
Laura Gallacher scored four and 
Fiona Urquhart twice as Lovat took 
the points. 

Skye Camanachd 5
Strathglass 2
�e Skye Camanachd second team 
beat Strathglass 5-2 in their noon 
throw-up at Pairc nan Laoch on 
Saturday June 8.

Abby MacLean scored twice for 
Skye with Holly MacLean grabbing 
a hat-trick. 

Action from the Mowi Premiership match between Kilmallie and 
Newtonmore at Canal Parks which Newtonmore won 3-2. Photograph: 

Abrightside Photography.
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Day one of the Clyde Cruising Club 
Scottish Series 2019 dawned on 
Friday May 24 with the sun shining 
and signs of a good breeze.

Larger yachts in a restricted �eet 
bene�ted from the breeze with the 
largest in the 2019 �eet, Taeping, 
leading the way for the majority of 
the race until lighter winds saw her 
pipped at the post for line honours.

Not long a�er the restricted sail 
�eet had started, Tarbert saw �eets 
under IRC (1, 3, 4 and the Makers 
Mash RC35), CYCA 5 and 6 starting 
their races. Design �eets comprising 
the Sigma 33s, Sonatas, Etchells and 
Hunter 707s joined the racing at 
Tarbert.

Amid a �urry of rib activity laying 
and moving marks, it was not long 
before the CYCA 8 passage race �eet 
approached the �nish line.

�e teams later caught up in the 
bar for the day one prize-giving as 
new event chairman Glenn Porter 
welcomed everyone to Tarbert. With 
a number of races omitted due to 
protests, it was a nice easy start for 
Glenn.

El Gran Senor led the way in 
Friday’s IRC Class 1. �e Makars 
mash RC35 and IRC 3 classes 
reported only one race each due to 
protests. In the Etchells One Design, 
it was Mayhem which led the board. 
In the Sigma 33 o�shore One Design 
Class, day one saw Leaky Roof 2 take 
the biggest haul of wins.

�e Hunter 707s and Sonatas saw 
a spread of results a�er some close 
racing. �e CYCA class 8 �eet on 
the Largs passage race was won 
on corrected time by Celtic Spirit. 
Additional prizes were awarded 
to Encore for the passage race line 
honours and Shona of Ashton for 

toughing it out at the rear of the 
passage race.

Saturday was a much more chal-
lenging day on the water with a 
light wind and dreich drizzle. �e 
race committee nonetheless got two 
races in for a number of the �eets.

Protests concluded, Saturday’s 
prize-giving announced the re-
maining results from Friday. �is 
showed 2018’s winner and RC35 
Makars Mash class yacht Storm 
looking strong with a �rst place.

Chimaera showed early signs of 
being a threat to the Scottish Series 
crown, taking a �rst in Friday rac-
ing. With no immediate showing of 
a dominant yacht in the IRC Class 3 
�eet from Friday’s races, it was IRC 
class four that showed a brewing 
battle between Lady Ex and F’n Gr8. 
In the CYCA Class 5 �eet, First by 
Farr surfaced with the highest num-
ber of race wins from Friday.

Prizes
Not to be outdone, CYCA Class 

6 saw the �nal results dominated 
by Cool Bandit 2 before Saturday’s 
results were announced. With 
the weather mixing up the league 
table for Saturday, there were a lot of 
yachts taking home prizes.

Saturday evening saw the return 
of Big Vern and �e Shootahs to the 
Scottish Series for another year and 
a spectacular �reworks display in 
celebration of Valhalla of Ashton’s 
50th year on the water.

Sunday saw yet another big weath-
er shi� with forecasts up to 40 knots. 
Loch Fyne likes to mix it up a bit so 
the �eets ventured out into more se-
date conditions than those forecast. 
But as the weather built, race o�cers 
shortened the traditional round 
Inchmarnock passage race.

Sunday prizes featured an addi-
tional prize for the best performer in 
each �eet. 

Glenn Porter started proceedings 
with a special award for ‘assisting 
mark layers’ to the competitor who 
got tangled up in one of the race 
marks. In IRC Class 1, it was El 
Gran Senor and Forty Licks shining 
through. �e Makars Mash RC35 
class saw Hijacker leading the prize 
haul. 

In IRC Class3 it was Mata taking 
the ‘extra’ prize. IRC class four saw 
F’n Gr8 take a clean sweep of �rsts 
in both races. With only one race in 
CYCA 5 and 6, it was Re�ection and 
Salamander XXII taking home the 
wins. In the Etchells One,  Design 
Hero took a win in both races with 
Squawk leading the way in the Sigma 
33 One Design Class. In the Hunter 
707 �eet, Miss Moneypenny was the 

No two days the same for 
2019 Scottish Series racers

only yacht placed in both races tak-
ing home the best performer of the 
day for the 707s. With two �rsts in 
the Sonata one design, Fiddlesticks 
made the most of the Sunday condi-
tions. Finally, the CYCA restricted 
sail �eet saw Celtic Spirit take �rst 
place.

Shoreside activities
�e 2019 event saw the marquee 

remain open for the Sunday evening 
as part of additional shoreside activ-
ities supported by Event Scotland.

An earlier start on Monday was 
greeted with sunshine and no wind. 

�is time the challenge was just 
too much for race o�cers who had to 
abandon racing for the day. Despite 
a number of the competitors making 
the most of the early �nish and 
heading home, the �nal prize-giv-
ing was one of the best attended in 
recent years.

Clyde Cruising Club Commodore 
John Readman paid special thanks 
to the valued participants, sponsors, 
supporters, volunteers and locals, 
without whom there would be no 
event.

Results:
Scottish Series Trophy and overall 

Series Winner: Chimaera
Joe Deane Cup and Knox Anchor: 

Salamander XXI
Rosebowl: Chimaera
Tunnocks’ Cup: Re�ection
Crinan Cup: Celtic Spirit
Crawford McInnes Trophy 

(Hempel Youth winners): Re�ection
Lemarac Tankard: Celtic Spirit
Causeway Cup: F’n Gr8
Alfred Mylne Trophy: Hero
Clyde Bowl: Celtic Spirit
Valhalla of Ashton Salver volun-

teer Award: �e Tech or Raynet 
Team

La Rochelle Trophy: Lyrebird
�e McIver Salver (Mudhook YC): 

F’n Gr8
Class winners:
IRC1: Forty Licks
RC35: Chimaera
IRC3: Harmony
IRC4: F’n Gr8
CYCA5: First by Farr
CYCA6: Salamander XXII
CYCA8: Celtic Spirit
Sigma 33 OOD: Leaky Roof 2
Sonata OD: Fiddlesticks
Hunter 707 OD: Seaword
Etchells OD: Hero
Boat Of �e Day winners
IRC: Something Else
CYCA: First Edition
One Design: Miss Moneypenny, 

707 Class Association

The crew of Chimaera celebrate winning the overall Scottish Series 
title. 

SAILING

Shadowfax lifts top prize at Oban Regatta
Billy Forteith’s First 31.7 Shadowfax 
took top honours at Oban Sailing 
Club’s annual town regatta. With 
a string of �rsts from Saturday and 
Sunday, Billy not only li�ed the 

silverware in the fast handicap spin-
naker class, but the team, including 
son Steven, was awarded the best 
performance of the weekend. 

With fewer yachts competing this 

year than usual, it was a small regat-
ta �eet that raced out of Oban Bay 
on Saturday to a mark o� Ganavan, 
returning via the seal island o� the 
west of Kerrera to the �nish o� the 
sailing club. 

Race o�cer Joey Gough set a 
shorter course to ensure �nishing 
and the wind held up to give an 
excellent sail.

�ose �ying spinnakers held them 
out of the bay, dropping to round 
Maiden Island, then hoisting them 
again for the run to the Ganavan 
mark. A beat back saw places closely 
contested with Eric and Irena 
Chapman’s newly acquired X333 
Elixir of Lorn �nishing second and 
Murray MacDonald’s Autism on the 
Water third. 

Murray brought his Hunter 707 
up especially for the event, fresh 
from competing in the Scottish 
Series. He races the boat to spread 

awareness of his charity Autism on 
the Water and will be competing at 
the Glencoe Regatta this weekend. 
Glencoe Boat Club member Max 
MacLean came to race with Murray 
for Oban weekend.

In the slow handicap spinnaker 
class, the battle was between Colin 
Currie’s Contessa 28 Elise and 
Alison Chadwick’s Hot Toddy. Elise 
crossed the �nishing line �rst but on 
handicap it was a win for Hot Toddy. 

In the restricted sail class, Kevin 
McGrath made an excellent job 
of sailing his Gladiator Calvador 
singlehanded and took the honours. 

A mix of light and patchy winds on 
Sunday saw two races in Oban Bay 
for all classes. 

Shadowfax again proved invin-
cible with the Chapman’s Elixir 
second. Murray MacDonald was 
forced to retire with gear failure. 
Hot Toddy was the only entry in the 

spinnaker class, as was Calvador in 
restricted sail. Andrew Chapman, 
Oban Sailing Club secretary who 
organised the regatta, thanked 
Joey Gough for his commitment 
to the weekend and setting good 
courses and those who had helped 
with the catering. ‘Although the 
�eet was small, we had some good, 
competitive racing and it was a great 
weekend,’ he said.

Glencoe Boat Club’s annual regat-
ta takes place this Saturday, June 15. 
�e feeder race for the event starts 
at noon o� Oban Sailing Club on 
Friday June 14. �is sees the �eet 
head out from Oban and sail up 
Loch Linnhe to the �nish o� Onich 
Pier before heading up into Loch 
Leven to moor o� the boat club for 
the Saturday regatta.

SAILING

Oban Regatta prizewinners.
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GOLF

Results from Glencruitten

Dalmally Golf Club are holding an open three-man team 
stableford competition on Sunday June 30.

Entry fee is £45 per team of three, which includes 
refreshments.

First prize: 3 x £40 vouchers; second prize: 3 x £30 
vouchers; third prize: 3 x £20 vouchers. 

There will also be nearest the �ag and longest drive 
competitions, a sweep and a ra�e.

For more information or to enter - with team name, 
members, preferred start time 8am to 3pm and 
handicap/s - phone/text/voicemail Tony Graham on 
07899 914429 or email dalmallygentsgolf@outlook.
com before Wednesday June 26.

Free pick up/drop o� from Dalmally or Loch Awe 
railway stations can be arranged. Tee times arranged 
to suit. 

Stableford at Dalmally

Oban Saints join Central Scottish AFL
Oban Saints have le� the 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League a�er 43 years to 
join the Central Scottish 
Football League, arguably 
the best amateur league in 
the country.
 Club secretary David 
Buchanan, co-manager 
Willie Gemmell and new 
committee member Jimmy 
Soutar attended the league’s 
annual general meeting in 
Motherwell last �ursday 
evening.
 �e Central League  has  
a Premier Division of 
12 teams and two equal 
leagues, 1A and 1B, with 10 
teams in each.
 Saints have to start in the 
lower league set-up and 
were drawn in a tough 
Division 1B along with 

Blantyre RGM, Bridgwater, 
Cambusnethan Talbot,  
Castlemilk Dynamo,   Clyde-
bank, Craigneuk, Garrowhill 
�istle, Lesmahagow and 
Stedfast.
 Saints were also given a 
tough draw in the league’s 
premier cup competition 
- the 100-year-old Cinema 
Cup. �ey were drawn away 
from home against old 
foes St Patrick’s FP from 
Dumbarton.

Final
 �e D & K La�erty-spon-
sored Oban side will also 
be entering the Scottish 
Amateur Cup and the West 
of Scotland Cup where 
they reached the �nal last 
season, only to be defeated 
by Bannockburn, in extra 
time, at New Douglas Park, 

home of SPL side Hamilton 
Accies.
 Willie Gemmell said: It 
was a big decision to leave 
the SAFL a�er such a long 
time but the club needed 
a new challenge and if we 
want to improve we have to 
play teams of a high stand-
ard every Saturday.
 ‘If we get the same level of 
commitment from everyone  
at the club as we had last 
season I am sure it won’t be 
too long before Oban Saints 
li� one of the major national 
trophies.’
 David Buchanan said: ‘We 
were very impressed with 
the set-up and profession-
alism of the Central League 
and we were given a warm 
welcome by the other mem-
ber clubs at the AGM.’

 Saints start pre-season 
training on Monday July 1 
and are looking to strength-
en the squad so any new 
players will be more than 
welcome.
 For more infomation, 
including training times, 
contact co-managers 
Donald  Campbell and 
Willie Gemmell.
 �is year’s D & K La�erty 
Cup Tournament will take 
place on Saturday July 13, 
followed by home friend-
lies against Port Glasgow 
United, Shortlees and an 
away �xture against South 
Lochaber �istle.
 �e Central League pro-
gramme starts on Saturday 
August 10.
 

The Oban Saints squad before this year’s West of Scotland Cup semi-�nal against Shortlees.
Results from the Taynuilt Ladies Greensome played on 
Sunday June 9. 

Nett: 1 Colleen Brown/Alison Livingstone, Dalmally, 88 
- 20.8 = 67.2;  2 Ann Hay/Caroline Manson, Dalmally, 97 
- 29.4 = 67.6; 3 Moira MacVicar/Linda Wallace, Taynuilt, 
90 - 22.2 = 67.8

Gross: 1 Fiona McGlynn/Carol MacLarty, Taynuilt, 
85; 2 Ena Bennie/Janet Denholm, Comrie, 89; 3 Janet 
Buchanan/Sheila Tollan, Dalmally, 95.

Longest Drive at 1st/10th: Ena Bennie, Comrie. Nearest 
the Pin at 3rd/12th: Wilma Frew, Dalmally. Nearest the 
Pin at 6th/15th: Moira MacVicar, Taynuilt.

Taynuilt Ladies Greensome
The Taynuilt Ladies Greensome prizewinners.

Sixteen players competed 
in the JR Trophy stroke 
competition at Isle of Seil 
Golf Club on Sunday. 

It was a shotgun start 
over 18 holes with seven 
people playing nine holes 
for the Wee Half prize.
 Despite a rain shower, 
everyone �nished in 
sunshine and  enjoyed a 
delicious lunch  and prizes 
generously provided 
by Sandra Robertson. 
Results: J R Trophy  -  Mary 
Phillips, gross 81, net 61; 
runner up - John Taylor, 
gross 87, net 65. Wee 
Half  - Ron Hetherington. 
Longest  drive 3rd - Kyle  
Gilroy; Longest Drive 
Forward Tee - Joe 

Mary wins JR Trophy

MacVicar. Nearest Pin 4th 
- Craig Robertson; Nearest 
Pin  8th - John Morgan.

On Saturday June 15 the 
club is holding the Isle of 
Seil Open Competition  
NQ Gents and Ladies 
Stableford 18 or 9 holes. 
Tee times available from 
9am until noon.

Mary Phillips receives the 
JR Trophy from Sandra 
Robertson.

Oban golfer Bob MacIntyre is up to 
13th in the Race to Dubai and 123rd in 
the world rankings a�er recording his 
second successive runner-up �nish on 
the European Tour.

�e 22-year-old had a whirlwind May, 
winning second place in back-to back 
tournaments – the British Masters and 
Made in Denmark.

�e Glencruitten golfer was back in 

action recently but third time lucky was 
not to be as he failed to make it past the 
round of 64 in the Belgian Knockout, his 
score seeing him �nish joint 34th.

He was back on the green last Monday 
in a US Open Pebble Beach quali�er. 
However, he �nished outside the top 14 
at Walton Heath Golf Club and failed to 
qualify.

Bob returns to European Tour action 

at the BMW International Open in 
Munich on June 20 where he will be 
joined by vctorious 2019 Ryder Cup 
captain �omas Bjørn, vice captain 
Lee Westwood and team member Alex 
Noren.

Also in the �eld are Ryder Cup stars 
Sergio Garcia and �orbjørn Olesen.

GOLF

Bob heads for BMW International Open
Bob MacIntyre.

Alistair MacLean leads the way in the Championship 
with a score of 63, followed by Alan McKie on 65 and 
Philip Murphy on 66. In the Handicap Championship 
Sean Dunsta�nage, Alistair MacLean and Matthew 
Smythe all had net 62.

 Kirsty MacKenzie and Malcolm McKillop won the 
McVitie and Price on Sunday with a score of 76-13 = 63. 
Anne Carss and George Currie were runners up with a 
score of 87 – 23 = 64.

 On Saturday, the Senior Championship takes place 
along with the George Smith �rst round.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 13, 2019 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 02.26 3.3 09.02 1.2 
 15.11 3.2 20.52 1.1
Fri 03.21 3.4 09.53 1.1 
 15.54 3.4 21.50 1.0
Sat 04.07 3.6 10.37 1.0 
 16.33 3.6 22.41 0.9
Sun 04.48 3.6 11.16 1.0 
 17.10 3.8 23.27 0.9
Mon 05.26 3.7 11.54 0.9 
 17.47 3.9  **.** *.*
Tues 00.10 0.9 06.02 3.7 
 12.31 0.9 18.24 3.9
Wed 00.52 1.0 06.38 3.6 
 13.09 1.0 19.01 3.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a 
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 13ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a gentle 
breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 14ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunshine and showers
with a  gentle breeze
Sunday
Sunshine and showers
with a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
11ºC to 15ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

8

14

13

Rugby club celebrates 
season at barbecue
Etive Vikings mini rugby 
club celebrated a successful 
year with its annual barbecue 
on Wednesday June 5.

� e weather improved from 
the rain earlier in the day to 
give a more or less midge 
free evening of food and fun 
activities  - including rugby, 
tug of war, a bungee running 
challenge and a water ‘slip 
slide’.

� e primary seven pupils 
who will leave the club this 
year were all presented with a 
rugby ball.

� e small Taynuilt-based 
rugby club has had a great 
2018/19 season with its P4/5 
team topping the Argyll 
Dalriada League, winning 46 
out of 50 games. 

� is team also won the 
annual Lochaber Rugby 
Festival winning � ve out of 
� ve matches on the day.

� e P6/7 team also reached 
the summit of the Argyll 
Dalriada League winning 
49 out of 50 games as well as 
mirroring the triumph of the 
younger squad at Lochaber 

with � ve wins out of � ve.
Coach Matt Corns said: ‘We 

are extremely proud of all the 
players.

‘� ey show tremendous 
commitment by training 

outside throughout the year 
in all weather and, although 
they are a very competitive 
bunch, they all uphold rugby 
values of sportsmanship, fair 
play and friendship.’

O�  the � eld, the Vikings 
have also had a very busy 
2018/19 season, making two 
trips to Murray� eld to watch 
Scotland beat Argentina and 
Italy and one trip to Glasgow 
to provide a televised guard 
of honour at the Warriors v 
Scarlets Pro 14 match.

Vikings will resume train-
ing in August and welcome 
any new players, boys and 
girls, from P2 to P7.

Anyone wishing further 
information about the club or 
training should contact Matt 
Corns on 07799 582936.

Etive Vikings Rugby Club primary 7 leavers, left to right: 
Sam Brighy, Reeze Lawrie, Alexander Macdonald and Izzy 
Goldie. Photographs: Steevie Day.

Fun on the ‘slip slide’.

Etive Vikings held their end-of-season barbecue on Wednesday.

Tug of war.
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Rugby club 
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at barbecue

Oban Saints 
join Central 
Scottish AFL

Lomond in at deep end for 
Scotland on world stage
Oban rugby player Lomond 
MacPherson had a baptism 
of � re in his � rst start for the 
Scotland Under 20 age-grade 
side.

Playing at the 2019 World 
Rugby U20 Championship 
at the Racecourse Stadium 
in Rosario, Argentina, the 

Watsonians winger was 
called into the starting line-
up against New Zealand on 
Saturday following Scotland’s 
43-19 defeat to South Africa 
last Tuesday.

Coached by former Melrose 
� anker Carl Hogg, the young 
Scots were edged out eight 

scores to � ve in a 13-try 
thriller as New Zealand 
eventually powered their way 
to victory in what was, from 
start to � nish, an enthralling 
contest.

Lomond has featured for 
Glasgow U16s and Scotland 
U19s, while he currently plays 

for capital side Watsonians. 
He was also part of the 
Edinburgh U20 side that 
li� ed the junior 1872 Cup 
in November 2018 and was 
named in the U20 set-up for 
the � rst time in his career 
ahead of the championship.

Hogg’s out� t took a while 

to settle on Saturday with the 
Kiwis taking full advantage, 
racking up a 26-0 lead with-
out reply.

Scotland rallied, however, 
and two late scores secured a 
losing bonus point that could 
be signi� cant heading into 
this week’s crucial match 

against Georgia in their � nal 
pool stage match.

Oban’s Lomond MacPherson played rugby for Scotland against New Zealand in the World Under 20 Championship in Argentina. Photograph: SNS Group. 
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To mark the 300th anniversary of the Battle of Glenshiel, television broadcaster and 
historian Neil Oliver lays a wreath at the battle memorial on Saturday in his role as 
president of the National Trust for Scotland. Full story on page 11. 
Photograph: Kris Camp Photography.

TV historian helps mark battle anniversary

Any suggestion public funds 
used to save the jobs of the 
near-200 Lochaber smelter 
workforce in Fort William was 
a waste of money is nothing 
short of ‘o� ensive’.

So said local MSP Kate 
Forbes following revelations 
by the Reuters news agency 
that a Scottish Government 
guarantee given to the smelter’s 
owners GFG Alliance is report-
edly worth more than half a 
billion pounds – nearly twice 
what many previously thought.

Reuters has reported the 
guarantee has an actual value 
of £575,000,000.

� e 25-year guarantee relates 
to payments from the smelter 
in Fort William, run by GFG’s 
subsidiary, Liberty British 
Aluminium, to adjacent hydro 
power plants that supplies its 
electricity, both bought by 
GFG in 2016.

It is reported GFG Alliance 
owner Sanjeev Gupta then 
used the government-backed 
income stream to borrow 

Row fl ares over smelter 
guarantee revelations

money from investors via a 
bond sale.

But when Reuters showed 
its � ndings to Labour MP 
Margaret Hodge, former chair-
woman of the UK parliament's 
public accounts committee, 
her view was it did not appear 
taxpayers were getting good 
value for money from such a 
large � nancial risk being taken 
over a modest number of jobs.

But an angry Ms Forbes, also 
the Scottish Government’s 
public � nance minister, told 
the Lochaber Times: ‘It is quite 
o� ensive to hear a Labour MP 
suggest that saving the smelter 
to protect “so few jobs” was a 
waste of money.

‘Ms Hodge evidently knows 
nothing about the smelter 
or Lochaber because I think 
employees at the smelter and 
wider Lochaber residents 
would beg to disagree with her.

‘When Rio Tinto � rst 
announced it was reviewing 
operations at the smelter, the 
Scottish Government stepped 
up to the plate to do everything 
possible to save the smelter.

‘� ree years on, jobs and live-

lihoods which could have been 
lost are still there because of 
that intervention. � e aim was 
always to secure the long-term 
future of the smelter.

‘Due diligence was undertak-
en and the cross-party Finance 
and Constitution Committee 
approved the guarantee.’

Lochaber SNP MP Ian 
Blackford has also defended 
the Scottish Government 
guarantee, saying the state has 
a responsibility to ensure the 
area’s industrial future.

Speaking a� er his appear-
ance at a public meeting in 
Fort William last � ursday, Mr 
Blackford told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘If you take the Liberty 
example, the reason it worked 
is because the Scottish 
Government got behind them. 
� ere’s been some carping 
from the Labour Party about 
that, quite disgracefully.

‘One of the things we’re doing 
is setting up a state investment 
bank. We need to make sure we 
have access to capital because 
there is not enough private 
capital here.

Continued on page � ve

Lochaber 
volunteers 
recognised at 
Voscar awards

Competitors 
wow judges at 
bumper Mòd 
Loch Abar
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� ere was superb talent on 
display at this year’s Lochaber 
Provincial Mòd on Friday 
and Saturday, writes Neill Bo 
Finlayson.

� e event was held at Fort 
William’s Gaelic school, Bun-
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar, 
on Friday and Saturday when 
juniors and seniors took part in 
singing, recitation, choral and 
instrumental competitions.

Mòd organiser Moira 
Robertson hailed the event 
a ‘great success’, with 181 
competitors taking part in 73 
competitions.

‘� e numbers were well 
up from last year, with an 
extra 80 taking part,’ said 

Competitors wow 
judges at bumper 
Mòd Loch Abar

Mrs Robertson. ‘We had to 
get a third set of judges for the 
Saturday. � e standard was 
very high as well, going by 
adjudicators’ comments.’

� ere will be little rest for 
some of the competitors as 
a contingent from Lochaber 
Provincial Mòd will be 
taking part in this Friday’s 
Ardnamurchan Mòd in 
Strontian.

� e high number and 
standard of entries bodes well 
for a successful Royal National 
Mòd in Glasgow in October 
for Lochaber musicians and 
singers.
All photographs: 
Abrightside Photography

Lily Jane Robertson won 
two � rsts and two seconds 
on the � rst day of the Mòd.

Laura Robertson from 
Lochaber High School won 
two � rsts for singing and 
conversation. 

Left: Chloe 
Reynolds from 
Spean Bridge 
Primary School 
took � rst place 
in the  Under-13s 
Fiddle. 

Right: Sophie 
Stewart with her 
trophy for � rst in 
solo singing girls’ 
� uent 9-10 years.

Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar nursery (Sgoil-àraich) won 
� rst with their pre-school action song. 

Carys Rodgers from 
Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar was � rst in the novice 
� ddle competition. 

Craig Kennedy from 
Lundavra Primary School 
received a � rst in novice 
accordion. 

Alasdair MacKay from 
Acharacle Primary School 
was � rst in the boys’ solo 
singing � uent 9-10 years. More photographs at www.lochabertimes.co.uk

Anna Robertson from 
Mallaig High School took 
� rst in Fiddle 16-18 years.

Local surveyors operating throughout 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Dunoon 01369 705000
Helensburgh 01436 674976
Fort William 01397 705541

www.alliedsurveyorsscotland.com

Residential Property
Home Reports • Valuations • Energy Reports



Lochaber Times
Thursday 13 June 2019 NEWS  3

LT

A 33-year-old man clocked 
driving a car at 105mph and 
a 41-year-old man reported 
to be driving at 90mph were 
among 21 people caught 
speeding on the A82 around 
Rannoch Moor and Glen Coe 
over the weekend.

Road Policing Sergeant 
Ewan Calder said: ‘Speeding 
or inappropriate speed is 
a contributory factor in 
many serious and fatal road 
tra�c collisions. Travelling at 
such high speeds can have 
catastrophic consequences. 
Slow down and respect the 
safety of other road users.’

A gun collector is facing a jail 
term following a large-scale 
�rearms raid at his cottage.

Robert Lockhart came to 
the attention of Border Force 
o�cials a�er they intercepted 
a package addressed to him 
last November. �e parcel 
contained a handgun spark-
ing a search of his home in 
Appin.

Police and the National 
Crime Agency seized more 
�rearms and ammunition af-
ter the 50-year-old stated: ‘I’ll 
show you where everything 
is.’

Lockhart – a cruise ship en-
gineer – appeared at the High 
Court in Glasgow on Monday 
and pleaded guilty to a series 
of �rearms charges. He will 
be sentenced next month.

�e court heard Border 
Force seized the package at its 
depot in Leicestershire. 

It was found to hold a hand-
gun capable of �ring blanks. 
O�cials later searched 
Lockhart’s home, with a total 
of seven handguns seized. 
Lockhart then admitted he 
had a ‘decommissioned’ shot-

Control measures are still 
in place at the Kinlochleven 
Schools Campus following 
the recent discovery of 
Legionella bacteria.

A Highland Council spokes-
person told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘�e systems have 
been cleaned and disinfected 
and further samples taken to 
check the system is clear of 
any further bacteria. While 
we await the outcome of the 
samples control, measures 
such as �lters on taps and reg-
ular �ushing of water systems 
are still in place.’

Asked about reports that 

Sixth year pupils waved goodbye to Lochaber High School last Thursday 
at their graduation ceremony. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Controversial plans to build 
one of the largest single 
housing developments in 
Fort William were approved 
by councillors this week.

Developers Link Group 
was given the green light by 
Highland Council’s south 
planning committee on 
Tuesday to build as many 
as 325 new houses on land 
bordering the lower slopes of 
Cow Hill, despite fears over 
the impact on infrastructure 
and the environment.

Phase one, the erection 
of 176 houses, was granted 
full planning permission, 
as well as the formation 
of roads, access, drainage, 
foundations, ground works 
and services infrastructure 
for all future phases of the 
development. Phase two, 
which was only approved in 
principle this week, will see 
the 149 houses built.

Residents objected to the 
application on drainage 
issues, �ooding risks and the 
removal of thousands of tons 
of peat during the construc-
tion, raising fears over the 
environmental impact.

However, the chairman 
of the town’s community 
council, Alex Farquhar, 
defended Link Group’s plans, 
saying the site has been 
zoned for housing for 38 
years. 

According to planners, 
there are 628 people on the 
Fort William housing list.

Speaking at the 
meeting, Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Niall McLean said he ‘fully 
supports’ the development: 
‘�e environmental 
impact looks like it has 
been mitigated against well. 
�ere’s a lot of tree planting 
on the scheme which is to be 
encouraged. �e requirement 
for houses in Fort William is 
such that this scheme goes a 
long way to meeting that.’

gun in a cabinet. Prosecutor 
Allan Nicol said: ‘He then led 
up into the attic which had 
been converted into a basic 
room with shooting targets in 
open view.’

Police also seized ammuni-
tion and �ares. �e guns were 
described as gas alarm pistols, 
made in Turkey, Germany 
and Italy. 

�e court heard they were 
not capable of discharging 
bullets. �e ammunition 
included blank and pepper 
spray cartridges.

Lockhart did not have the 
relevant �rearms certi�cates 
or authority to have them.

Mr Nicol said: ‘He stated 
he enjoyed shooting from 
an early age and that he was 
a collector. He said he held 
�rearms and shotguns legally 
for 10 years without issue.

‘He went on to say he 
applied for a shotgun and 
airgun licence, but it had been 
refused.’

Lockhart claimed he had 
the pepper spray as his chick-
en ‘got attacked’. 

He also said he had �ares for 

Man facing jail term 
on firearms charges

Cow Hill 
housing 
plans 
approved

using on his boat. Police later 
found he had made a number 
of gun-related Google search-
es, including: ‘10 months and 
still not receive my shotgun 
licence ... why delays?’

It also emerged he had 
ordered items from a Czech-
based �rm called Balistas.
com. 

�e charges Lockhart plead-

ed guilty to included being in 
possession of the weapons.

Tony Lenehan, defending, 
told the court: ‘�ere is no 
suggestion he was up to no 
good. 

‘He has an interest in �re-
arms and replicas.’

Lady Stacey remanded him 
in custody and deferred sen-
tencing for reports.

Drivers caught 
speeding on A82

classrooms at Lochaber High 
School, Fort William, also 
had to be put o� limits due 
to the discovery of Legionella 
in pipework a month ago, the 
spokesman said ‘routine risk 
assessments on site did raise 
points for concern’.

‘Filtration was put in place 
and the school was advised on 
how to manage the water sys-
tem,’ said the spokesperson.

‘�e situation has been 
closely monitored. �e whole 
school is scheduled to be 
sampled again [this week] 
which we expect will be the 
�nal check.’

Legionella controls still in 
place at Lochaber schools
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Two heavyweights of SNP 
Westminster politics stopped 
by Fort William last week to 
tackle the two biggest consti-
tutional questions of modern 
times: Brexit and Scottish 
independence.

Lochaber MP Ian Blackford 
appeared alongside the rising 
star of Scottish politics Mhairi 
Black MP at a busy Moorings 
Hotel last � ursday on the 
� rst stop of their summer 
roadshow of public meetings 
across Scotland.

Chaired by local SNP 
branch chairman Bill Lees, 
the meeting covered topics 
including pensions, the NHS 
and renewable energy as the 

Art Lochaber president 
Lorna Finlayson and 
guest speaker Ian 
Johnson admire one of 
the stunning exhibits at 
the opening of the Art 
Lochaber annual event 
in Ben Nevis Distillery. 
The club exhibition  is 
open from 10am until 
6pm each day until 
Saturday June 22.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.
photos. 

Art Lochaber 
exhibition 
o�  cially opens 
in distillery

More than 100 people turned out to hear from MPs Ian Blackford, centre, and Mhairi Black, left, as the pair made their 
� rst stop on their independence roadshow. The meeting was chaired by Bill Lees, right. Photograph: Iain Ferguson

SNP duo 
make it fi rst 
stop Fort 
William

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

politicians � elded a number 
of pre-submitted questions as 
well as queries from a capaci-
ty audience.

When asked if she thinks 
Fort William is a stronghold 
for independence support, 
Ms Black told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘I don’t think about 
anywhere in those terms be-
cause with every election and 
every referendum you’re try-
ing to win I think you should 
start from scratch. Certainly 
within Fort William, and 
everywhere else, we see exact-
ly the same trend – people are 
open to the idea and it’s our 
job to boost their con� dence.’

With the focus on Brexit 
and independence, there was 
little room for discussion 
of local issues on the night. 

However, Mr Blackford, the 
SNP’s Westminster leader, 
did say developing ‘an indus-
trial future’ for Lochaber is 
crucial.

‘We need to create the 
circumstances so that we can 
create jobs in Lochaber,’ he 
told the audience.

He later spoke of the issues 
over population retention and 

that an ageing population is 
‘a massive challenge’ to the 
Lochaber economy.

‘Retention of young people 
is massively important,’ he 
told the Lochaber Times. 
‘We have the University of 
Highlands and Islands, but 
there has to be good jobs at 
the end of it. We’re coming 
from a very low base. Where I 

live in Waternish, 35 per cent 
of the population is over 65. A 
horrible statistic. So there’s a 
big job to be done.’

Ms Black added that al-
though these problems are 
‘clearly acute’ in Lochaber, it 
is an issue which a� ects the 
rest of Scotland.

‘It’s something I noticed 
when I � rst got elected, 

everything in the UK is 
viewed from the point of view 
of London, that’s how deci-
sions are made. Everything 
else is an a� er thought. 
And that’s where if we’re 
independent that no longer 
becomes the default position.’ 

� e pair take their road-
show to Portree tomorrow 
evening, Friday June 14.

Plans to build more than 
100 new homes at Blar Mhor 
were given the green light by 
councillors on Tuesday.

� e south planning 
applications committee ap-
proved the application from 
Highland Council which will 
see 117 residential houses 
built on the site just outside 
Fort William, between the 

police station and Lochaber 
High School.

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben � ompson said although 
he ‘strongly supports’ the 
development, he was ‘per-
plexed’ by plans to introduce 
tank gas heating for the 
scheme.

‘� e developer’s decision to 
go for gas needs to be backed 

up with good documentary 
evidence,’ he told the meet-
ing. ‘� at is not there in this 
application.’

Mr � ompson put forward 
an amendment to ‘send a 
message to the developer’ 
to think again about gas 
heating.

� e move was supported by 
fellow councillors.

Blar Mhor houses are given 
the green light by councillors

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Add space and value to
your home with a Cairngorm 
conservatory or sunroom 

NEED MORE
ROOM?
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A hiker who died a� er being 
struck by lightning during 
a thunderstorm while out 
walking in mountains near 
Kinlochleven on Saturday 
has been named as Isobel 
Bytautas, from Selkirk in the 
Scottish Borders.

Mrs Bytautas, 55, was one 
of a seven-strong  group from 
Linlithgow Ramblers on Na 
Gruagaichean in the Mamore 
Range when she was struck 
early in the evening.

Another woman from the 
walking group, who was 
also struck by lightning, is 
in Belford Hospital, Fort 
William, where her condition 
on Sunday was said to be 
‘stable’.

Mrs Bytautas’ daughter, 
Ashley, wrote on Facebook 
of her heartbreak over the 

freak incident that took her 
mother’s life, saying: ‘Mum 
died instantly, a freak one 
in a million accident you 
never think is possible. Can’t 
imagine life without her, I’m 
lost,’ she said.

Ashley and her dad, 

Andrew, are being comforted 
by family and friends.

Police were alerted to the 
incident at 5.42pm and called 
in help from HM Coastguard 
helicopter, Glencoe Mountain 
Rescue Team, the Scottish 
Ambulance service Heli-med 
and ambulances.

� e party was traced on Na 
Gruagaichean and the two 
casualties and the rest of their 
party were airli� ed to Fort 
William.

A report will be submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.

Inspector Isla Campbell, 
Local Area Policing Inspector 
for Lochaber, said: ‘We are 
grateful for the prompt and 
professional response from 
partner agencies to this tragic 
incident and o� er our condo-
lences to the lady’s family.’

Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
Team leader Andy Nelson 
told reporters Mrs Bytautas 

had been incredibly unlucky.
‘� e group were just in the 

wrong place, at the wrong 
time. It was a short-lived 
thunderstorm, it lasted about 
20 minutes. It was a very 
heavy sky, there was a � ash 
and then the rumble. We saw 
a lightning � ash,’ he said.

‘� e party got straight 
through to raise the alarm 
by mobile phone. I can’t 
recall another death in 
Scotland’s mountains caused 
by lightning. It is common 
in the Alps, and a known 
risk, but we do not usually 
get the weather conditions in 
Scotland on the hills.’

Mr Nelson advised those 
out in the mountains that 
if they see or hear electrical 
activity coming towards 
them, they should descend 
immediately from any high 
ground as soon as is practica-
ble and safe.

Members of the Glencoe 
community, former pupils 
and past and present sta�  of 
Glencoe Primary School cel-
ebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the school on Friday May 
24.

Parents, sta�  and com-
munity members had old 
photographs on display in 
the original school, which 
was in St Mary’s Church Hall, 
and in the present building. 
Everyone enjoyed viewing 
the memorabilia and hearing 
about the life in the old school 
from George Grant who gave 
an account of his education 
in Glencoe in the 1940s prior 
to the new school opening in 
1969.

Current Glencoe Primary 
School pupils entertained the 
community and guests with 
a song before the cutting of 
a special cake to mark the 
anniversary.

� e event was a great 
success, with families, sta�  

Lightning strike 
victim is named

Isobel Bytautas.

George Grant, right, with Gwen MacTaggart, centre, a 
primary one pupil when the school � rst opened, and the 
present youngest pupil in Glencoe Primary School, Keelie 
Curtis. 

Community gets together to 
celebrate school milestone
Photographs, 
memories and 
cake mark 50th 
anniversary

and community members 
joining in the celebrations, 
sharing old photographs 

and memories of the school, 
and providing baking and 
refreshments.

Continued from page one
‘So the state has the respon-

sibility to make sure we’re 
creating the circumstances 
that will allow investment to 
take place and we’ve got that 
industrial future. Lochaber 
is an industrial home and 
we need to make sure it can 
remain an industrial home.’

But Highlands and Islands 
Conservative MSP Donald 
Cameron, while acknowledg-
ing the smelter’s importance 
to the area’s economy, said 
it was important there was 
transparency about the sums 
involved.

‘� e Lochaber Smelter is a 
crucial local employer and 
many of us will have friends 
and family who work there,’ 
said Mr Cameron. ‘People 
in Lochaber were extremely 
relieved when GFG Alliance 
took on the site to protect the 
numerous skilled jobs there 
and locals have welcomed the 
promise of more investment, 
such as the proposed alloy 
wheels factory.

‘At the same time, it is 
concerning the amount of 
taxpayers’ money that the 
SNP Government has guar-

anteed on the site looks to 
be signi� cantly higher than 
previous estimates.

‘It is critical for Lochaber 
the site continues to operate, 
but taxpayers also deserve 
to know the truth about 
how much public money is 
involved. I am con� dent GFG 
Alliance can progress with 
their plans for expansion and 
that this business can contin-
ue to be a key component of 
the local economy.’

John Hutchison, chairman 
of East Lochaber and Laggan 
Community Trust which had 
wanted to buy the 114,000 
acres that came with the sale 
of the smelter for the bene� t 
of the community, said: ‘� e 
situation with Liberty is be-
coming more of a concern for 
the board of East Lochaber 
and Laggan Community 
Trust due to press reports 
such as this.

‘But it rea�  rms the purpose 
and original vision of the 
trust to bring the land under 
community ownership to 
remove future uncertainties 
and allow community pro-
jects to be taken forward with 
con� dence.’ 

Row � ares over smelter 
guarantee revelations
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Where do you visit if you’re a 
European traveller on a cruise 
around the UK? We learned 
on Sunday that the German 
cruise ship MV Artania called 
into Portsmouth, Liverpool, 
Edinburgh, Dublin, Belfast, 
Kirkwall – and Fort William.

Fort William o� ers a fantastic 
new cruise option for visitors 
keen to experience the heart 
of the Highlands – Glencoe, 
Glen� nnan, Ben Nevis, 
Aonach Mor and Loch Ness. 

But until just three years ago, it 
wasn’t possible for cruise ships 
to bring people right to the 
heart of the Highlands as there 
was no easy way for cruise ship 

passengers to disembark and 
explore Lochaber.

Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce has been closely 
involved with supporting 
the fantastic e� orts of the 
Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company to bring 
cruise ship visitors to expe-
rience Lochaber. On Sunday, 
Chamber team members had 
the opportunity to see this suc-
cess in action as we joined the 
volunteers helping passengers 

View from the Chamber

Volunteers from across 
Lochaber and all sections 
of the community were rec-
ognised at the � � h annual 
Volunteer Oscar (Voscar) 
awards ceremony last week.

Organised by Voluntary 
Action Lochaber (VAL), 
judges had a mammoth 
task in whittling down the 
nominees in each of the 
categories to arrive at the 
� nalists and winners.

While in any awards 
ceremony there has to be 
someone who receives a tro-
phy, it was pointed out that   
just being nominated shows 
that the work being done 
is valued and appreciated, 
making everyone a winner 
in their own right.

� roughout Lochaber, 
more than 3,000 people 
volunteer or give up their 
time to assist others.

VAL manager Flora McKee 
told the Lochaber Times: 

‘Each year we are staggered, 
but not surprised, at the 
number of nominations 
we receive for the Voscar 
awards.

‘� e variety of organisa-
tions and the number of 
individuals who are pre-
pared to help others without 
expectation of payment is 
incredible.

‘Volunteering in itself 
is a reward and everyone 
should know that what they 
do makes a real, positive 
di� erence, whether or not 
they are nominated here. 
Voluntary Action Lochaber 
is here to assist all voluntary 
groups and individuals in 
any way we can.

‘Well done to all who 
volunteer.’ 

VAL would also like to 
thank the Ben Nevis Hotel 
and the Lochaber Rotary 
Club.

Awards were made to:-
Good Neighbour of the 
Year – Dondy Robertson.

Dondy is always willing to 

Lochaber volunteers recognised at Voscar awards
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

help any of his neighbours. 
He volunteers to assist with 
various duties, such as wa-
tering plants his neighbour’s 
greenhouse when they are on 
holiday, clearing snow o�  the 
road, dog walking, taking in 
refuse bins a� er collection 
and hedge cutting.
Young Scott Volunteer 
of the Year (under 25) – 
Gemma MacLeod.

Gemma received her award 
in recognition of all she does 
on a voluntary basis to sup-
port Fort William’s Tuesday 
Club.
Volunteer of the Year  
(25 and over) – Sandy 
Edmond.

Sandy became involved 
with Locheilnet as a 
representative of the ABC 
area.  For the past six years, 
Sandy has helped with all 
the physical aspects of the 
job, including installations, 

running miles of cable and 
assisting with repairs in all 
weathers and in inhospitable 
locations. 

With his business expe-
rience, he has helped with 
funding applications, creat-
ing budgets and health and 
safety procedures.   He has a 
positive can-do attitude.
Organisation of the 
Year – Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team.

Lochaber Mountain Res-
cue team provides an inval-
uable service to the whole 
community and beyond.  

All the volunteers give up 
their time to save lives, while 
risking their own, enduring 
inhospitable territories.
Board/Committee Member 
of the Year – Judith James 
Davies.

Judith has volunteered for 
Lochaber Hope for more 
than nine years and has been 

on the board of directors 
for seven years. Judith has 
shown dedication and diver-
sity – her volunteering duties 
have also included mentor-
ing and facilitating groups. 
Judith also gives two days a 
week to the drop-in service.   
Judith is always there to 
support other sta�  and vol-
unteers, and o� er a guiding 
hand when required.
Best Volunteer Supporting 
Organisation – Nevis 
Radio.

Most of the airtime is host-
ed by volunteer presenters. 
Nevis Radio provides all its 
volunteers with excellent 
training in the studio. � e 
team works very hard, pro-
viding the community with 
the local radio station and 
hosts events while always en-
suring the volunteers get the 
best support. Nevis Radio is 
also very supportive to other 
charitable organisations.
Lifetime Achievement – 
Anne Ferguson.

Anne was one of the 
founding members of Care 
Lochaber in 1997.  She is an 
active board member for the 
organisation. As well as Care 
Lochaber, Anne has also put 
a lot of her time and energy 
into other charities. She al-
ways gives excellent support 
to everyone she encounters 
and has been described as 
a shining example of what 
it takes to be a lifelong 
volunteer.

Volunteer of the Year 
(over 25s) Sandy Edmond 
receives his award 
from Jane Ivetic, of The 
Highland Council.  
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, 

The Write Image.
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Lochaber volunteers recognised at Voscar awards

on shore and then went aboard 
as part of the o�  cial welcome 
team.

MV Artania is one of the 
largest cruise ships to call 
into Fort William so far, with 
accommodation for 1,250 
passengers. Its maiden voyage 
to Fort William on Sunday 
saw it bring 1,000 passengers 
into sheltered Loch Linnhe 
and some 700 passengers 
disembarked to explore the 
area on various sightseeing 

and outdoor trips. � e cruises 
are always operated by sizeable 
crews (approximately 500 
members of sta�  on MV 
Artania), many of whom also 
come ashore for shopping and 
leisure time.

� e new pontoons and the 
work carried out to promote 
the Outdoor Capital of the UK 
directly to the cruise market 
have certainly paid o� . In 2018, 
four cruise ships dropped an-
chor in Loch Linnhe, while this 

year the Fort William Marina 
and Shoreline Company will 
welcome 16 cruise ships.

� e team is doing a fantastic 
job and it’s great to welcome 
a whole new audience to the 
attractions of the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK.

To promote your tourism 
business, simply get in touch 
to join Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce. Call 01397 705765 
to � nd out more or visit www.
lochaberchamber.co.uk.

Sergeant Nick Hough presents the award 
for Good Neighbour of the Year to Dondy 
Robertson.

The award for Board/Committee Member of the Year was 
presented to Judith James Davies, right, by Grace Grant.

John Hutchison presented the Lifetime Achievement 
Award to  Anne Ferguson.

Dot Ferguson, Highland Council, presents 
Gemma MacLeod  with her Young Scot 
Volunteer of the Year (under 25) award.

Best Volunteer Supporting Organisation went to Nevis 
Radio, with the award presented to John Weller, left, and 
Simon Abberley by VAL manager Flora McKee.

Right, Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team, represented by 
John Stevenson, left, and Brian 
Tregaskis, right, pick up their 
award from VAL director Terry 
Lee, centre. 

The VAL team – Flora McKee, Margaret Cameron, Dani Drummond and Neil MacDonald.

Picture perfect Perthshire... Rural 
comedian Jim Smith... Colin Prior’s 

landscape photograpy... Media 
tycoon Laura Kuenssberg... Andrew 

Carnegie... Rewilding Ayrshire...

OBAN’S 
SUSIE 
WOLFF
FORMULA ONE 
PETROLHEAD

July issue 
out now 
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More people need to stand 
for election to community 
councils if rural communities 
in Lochaber want to continue 
to exert some in� uence on 
decisions which a� ect them.

� at was one of the main 
messages in the chairman’s 
annual report to this month’s 
annual general meeting of 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council.

Chairman John 
Fotheringham was unable to 
attend due to ill health, so his 
report was read out by vice 
chairman Ian Langley.

Mr Fotheringham had writ-
ten that it had been a busy, 
interesting and ultimately 
rewarding year.

‘We were heavily involved 
in scrutiny of SSE’s plans 
for their proposed 1500MW 
pumped storage scheme at 
Coire Glas and its impact on 
our communities. We used 
our relationship with them 

The following o�  ce bearers 
were elected at the recent 
annual general meeting of 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council: Chairman, John 
Fotheringham; vice chair-
man, Ian Langley; secretary, 
Dana MacLennan; and 
treasurer, Ross MacLennan.

Three mountain bikes, worth 
a total of £15,000, were 
stolen in targeted thefts 
from recent Lochaber-based 
events, a police o�  cer told 
the June meeting of Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community 
Council

Police Sergeant Nick 
Hough explained o�  cers 
had been involved with the 
Scottish Six Days' Trial and 
the mountain bike world 
cup at Nevis Range.

Sergeant Hough urged 
anyone with any information 
about the bike thefts  to 
come forward. He said the 
events had been well-or-
ganised and no other crimes 
were reported.

Councillors hear   
of bike thefts

O�  ce bearers 
elected at AGM

Support local democracy
Spean Bridge chairman’s plea for people to stand for election

to achieve a three-year award 
of £50,000 annually to com-
pensate for the disruption 
caused by the construction of 
the Stronelairg Wind Farm,’ 
stated Mr Fotheringham.

‘So far, nine organisations 
have bene� ted from this 
unexpected windfall and we 
look forward to many more 
securing awards over the next 
three years. As a result of this 
success, we have engaged 
in negotiations with other 
renewable energy developers 

to pay community bene� t 
and, in conjunction with 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated 
Organaisation, are con� dent 
we will secure funds for years 
to come.’

Mr Fotheringham also 
touched on the state of trunk 
roads, road safety and road 
surface problems.

‘Unlike previous years, 
there has been signi� cant 
investment locally in resur-

facing works and the new 
� nancial year will show a 
continuance of this welcome 
improvement,’ he said.

‘We have built a reputation 
for forensically examining 
and contributing e� ectively 
to planning applications and 
have won repeated appre-
ciation for our e� orts from 
residents, developers, o�  cials 
and Highland councillors. A 
long-term priority of securing 
additional a� ordable housing 
for our area has obtained 
planning approval.’

And on the importance of 
local democracy, he said with 
the community council’s 
elections in November this 
year, it was only last October 
the council’s vulnerability 
was demonstrated when the 
number of elected members 
fell below the required 
number and the community 
council was forced into a 
short shutdown. 

‘It proved only a tempo-
rary blip and we emerged 
stronger with the election of 
Ross and Dana MacLennan 

and Ian Langley,’ said Mr 
Fotheringham.

‘It did, however, underline 
that we cannot be complacent 
and that if our communities 
want to in� uence decisions 
we need public spirited indi-
viduals to stand for election.’

Mr Fotheringham thanked 
the area’s Highland coun-
cillors for their ‘continued 
advice, support and contri-
bution to meetings’ as well 
as his fellow community 
councillors. 

He continued: ‘We need to 
build on the relationships 
we have painstakingly 
cultivated and endeavour to 
ensure Highland Council’s 
continuing austerity cuts 
don’t impact too much on our 
rural communities, so I urge 
everyone to consider stand-
ing for election in November 
2019.

‘It is not necessarily onerous, 
but the wider expression of 
views we can gather will en-
sure our contributions to the 
decision making process are 
relevant and representative.’

John Fotheringham.

Marine Protected Areas
Roinnean Dìon Mara
Drop-in sessions Seiseanan fiosrachaidh

Come along and find out more about four Marine Protected 
Areas proposed for Scotland’s seas, including the Sea of the 
Hebrides which stretches from Mull to Skye.
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Lews Castle College, Barra
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WHAT’S ON in Lochaber
 Mòd Aird nam Murchan 
will take place tomorrow 
(Friday June 14). The Mòd is 
being held in Strontian at 
Àrdsgoil Àird nam Murchan, 
Arainn Shuaineirt and, for 
the � rst time, Bun-Sgoil Sròn 
an t-Sithein. Competitions 
start at 9am and run 
until 5pm. A prizewinners’ 
concert will be held in the 
evening, starting at 7pm in 
Arainn Shuaineirt. Everyone 
welcome.
 West Highland Museum, 
in conjunction with High 
Life Highland, is holding an 
Outlander Day on Friday 
June 14. Booking is essential. 
Call the museum on 01397 
702169. 

 Representatives of 
Lochaber Sensory Care for 
Sight and Hearing Support 
will be visiting Abbey� eld 
Ballachulish Care Home on 
Monday June 17. The team 
will be there from 10.30am 
until 12.30pm to o� er help 
and advice to the Abbey� eld 
residents and local people 
who have sight or hearing 
impairments. They will also 
re-tube and maintain NHS 
hearing aids and supply 
batteries for these. No is 
appointment required for 
this free, friendly service.
 Locals and visitors are 
invited to Lochaber Sensory 
Care’s (LSC) fundraising  
Midsummer Ceilidh in 

the Railway Social Club, 
Inverlochy, on Friday June 
21, starting at 7.30pm.

The event will feature Larry 
Byrne & Co, a group of great 
local artistes. 

It will be a fun night, with 
song and dance for all ages. 

Tickets cost £8, which 
includes tea and biscuits. 
The club bar will be open 
and there will be a grand 
ra�  e on the night. 

All proceeds will help LSC 
provide its free service for 
those with sight and hearing 
loss. 

Tickets available from LSC, 
the Railway Club and Ben 
Nevis Book Corner, Monzie 
Square. 

Another tax on 
the privilege of 
working?
� e Scottish Government is 
running a consultation on 
the possible introduction of 
a Workplace Parking Levy 
(WPL) as part of a deal they 
did with the Greens.

� e option for local 
authorities to ‘sell’ licenses 
for workplace parking was 
approved in the UK as part of 
the Transport Act 2000.

� e Transport (Scotland) 
Act 2001 broadly adopted 
the same policies, but did not 
include mention of workplace 
parking, so John Finnie’s 
proposed amendment would 
allow Scottish authorities to 
do so.

To date, Nottingham City 
Council is the only authority 
to have introduced the levy 
and since 2012 has used the 
£50m+ raised to improve 
public transport.

� ere are small business 
and other exemptions, and 
the Scottish Government has 
stipulated all NHS premises 
would be exempt. 

� ere can be little doubt 
the Scottish Government 
was willing to consider this 
proposal due to the rapid in-
crease in attention on climate 
change – 101 local authorities 
have now declared a climate 
emergency and were joined 
by Highland Council last 
month.

We wait with anticipation 
to see who will be the � rst 
to take the bold and radical 
steps necessary if they are go-
ing to put their money where 
their mouths are.

Unfortunately this isn’t 
likely to be Highland 
Council. Just eight days a� er 
declaring a climate emergen-
cy and the council leader say-
ing ‘we must not just say it, 
we must do it’, they approved 
a request for £170,000 for the 
Skye airport project.

Fi� y per cent of Lochaber’s 
population lives outside Fort 
William and very few of us 
are able to consider public 
transport for work.

But it is a chicken-and-
egg situation – you need 
good public transport to 

discourage car use, but need 
additional income to invest 
in public transport.

� e introduction of WPL 
in locations where there are 
viable options, may be one 
way of helping to fund that.

I hope the Scottish 
Government approves WPL, 
in spite of having grave 
concerns that cash-strapped 
authorities might rush into 
WPL as another way of plug-
ging their budget de� cits. � e 
last thing we need is yet an-
other tax on the privilege of 
working; yet another barrier 
to being able to work.

And I sincerely hope 
Highland Council will take 
heed of Margaret Davidson's 
warning of tokenism and will 
be bold and decisive.

I hope WPL is introduced 
only where public transport 
is a viable option and that the 
money generated is used to 
improve public transport in 
other places so we all have the 
option of using it more o� en 
and of doing what many of 
us wish to do – help with the 
reduction of car use.  

JOANNE MATHESON
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Atlantic ViewsLast-ditch 
plea made to 
save geopark
Volunteers running Lochaber 
Geopark are urging people 
to help save the organisation 
as the deadline for their 
fundraising campaign draws 
nearer.

� e community-run, not-
for-pro� t charity launched 
its Save Lochaber Geopark 
crowdfunding campaign 
earlier this year to try to raise 
enough funds to keep its 
visitor centres open and o� er 
new educational activities. 
� e campaign was devised 
in response to funding cuts, 
which have put the future of 
the geopark in jeopardy.

� e team has set out to raise 
£55,000 to keep the charity 
going a� er the Scottish 
Government con� rmed it 
will no longer be supporting 
Scottish geoparks. However, 
the fundraising deadline 
expires at the end of June.

Lochaber MP Ian Blackford 
has thrown his weight behind 
the Save Lochaber Geopark 
crowdfunding campaign 
a� er visiting sta�  at the Fort 
William High Street centre.

‘I had the opportunity last 
week to see � rst hand the won-
derful work that the dedicated 
Lochaber Geopark volunteers 
do day to day,’ he said.

‘� ey dearly want to carry 
on, and even expand, their 
work in promoting and 

enhancing the geological 
heritage of Lochaber.

‘I would urge everyone who 
can to donate to the online 
crowdfunder to help save this 
organisation that gives so 
much to the local community 
and beyond. For my part, I 
will do all that I can to help 
support the sta�  and will 
leave no stone unturned to 
give them the best chance of a 
bright future.’

Geoparks are designated ar-
eas with outstanding geologi-
cal heritage and the Lochaber 
area has many geological 
features of international, 
national and regional interest 
and importance, including 
Britain’s highest mountain, 
Ben Nevis.  � e park also 
includes Glen Coe, the Isle of 
Eigg’s volcanic outcrop An 
Sgurr and the Parallel Roads 
of Glen Roy. A recorded 
35,000 people come into the 
geopark’s Fort William High 

Street visitor centre each year, 
together with an estimated 
6,000 at the centre at Darwin’s 
Rest.

� e money raised by this 
new crowdfunding campaign 
will be spent on employing 
the organisation’s full-time 
project manager and ensuring 
a self-sustaining future for the 
geopark. � e aim is to keep 
the organisation’s visitor cen-
tres open, which would allow 
it to continue to provide a full 
range of indoor and outdoor 
educational activities.

Lochaber Geopark, founded 
in 2004 and run purely on a 
voluntary basis until 2013, 
serves the entire Lochaber 
region, covering more than 
4,500 square kilometers, in-
cluding Ben Nevis, Glen Coe, 
the Silver Sands of Morar and 
the Small Isles.

To donate, visit www.
c r o w d f u n d e r . c o . u k /
save-lochaber-geopark

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

The Lochaber Geopark team is urging people to donate to 
its crowdfunding. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

This week we introduce a new correspondent, o� ering 
Lochaber Times readers analysis of the world and its goings 
on from an Ardnamurchan and all places west point of 
view. Born in south-west Britain, Joanne Matheson moved 
to Scotland in 2003. Well-known on the peninsula as the 
chairwoman of Acharacle Community Council, Joanne 
previously worked in the public and private sectors.
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Today tourists and local 
residents drive along the 
A87 to Kyle of Lochalsh 
and Skye, little knowing 
they are passing the site of 
an historically important 
confrontation.

It is a battle site too few in 
Scotland know about today, 
but 300 years ago this week, 
the Battle of Glenshiel 
raged along this now quiet 
glen.

And the remarkable mil-
itary engagement between 
Jacobites who wanted to re-
store the Stuart monarchy 
and the government troops 
loyal to King George I was 
commemorated with a spe-
cial event at the weekend.

Twelve wreaths were 
laid, including those by 
the Lord Lieutenant, 
Mrs Janet Bowen; Fiona 
Hyslop, Cabinet Secretary 
for Culture, Tourism and 
External A� airs; Neil 
Oliver, president of the 

Battle of Glenshiel remembered 
by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Projects at Glen� nnan and 
Glen Nevis are among a num-
ber of rural tourism schemes 
to be awarded funding in a 
new round of grants.

� e iconic rural and island 
tourist sites are among 13 
across Scotland to be receiv-
ing total funding of more than 
£2.8 million from the Rural 
Tourism Infrastructure Fund 
(RTIF) for new facilities.

Tourism Secretary Fiona 
Hyslop announced the 
funding on � ursday June 6 
which includes investment 
in enhanced visitor facilities 
at Glen� nnan Viaduct and 
Lower Steall Falls car park in 
Glen Nevis, as well as on Eigg 
and at the Old Man of Storr 
on Skye.

� e RTIF was launched in 
2018 to help meet the demand 
of growing visitor numbers 
by funding infrastructure 
improvements such as park-
ing, motorhome disposal 

points, visitor facilities and 
recycling points.

A total of six projects across 
the Highlands will bene� t 
from the second round of 
funding.

� ey include £53,704 to-
wards the � nal phase of the 
Glen� nnan Viaduct project 
to create a footbridge and new 
path to link the new car park 
(supported in round one of 

the RTIF) to the existing path 
to the viaduct, preventing 
the need to walk up the main 
trunk road for access.

� ere will also be £300,000 
to install public transport 
access facilities, parking, 
signage, paths and toilet 
facilities at Lower Steall Falls 
car park, in Glen Nevis.

Other grants include 
£273,632 to create new toilets 

and showers along with sig-
nage at An Laimhrig pier, on 
Eigg, and there is £184,506 to 
enhance visitor access which 
will protect iconic landscapes 
and internationally impor-
tant habitats at the Old Man 
of Storr on Skye.

� ere is also £300,000 
to create an extended 
hardstanding area in west 
Bay� eld car park, at Portree, 
to provide more spaces, day 
parking for motorhomes with 
waste and water facilities.

Ms Hyslop commented: 
'Scotland’s breathtaking 
natural scenery and rich 

historical sites are attracting 
a growing number of visitors 
from around the world.

'While this is great for 
bringing jobs and invest-
ment, it can also put pressure 
on communities, services, 
transport and facilities – par-
ticularly in rural areas.

'� is funding will help the 
tourism industry keep pace 
with the upsurge in interest 
by developing and maintain-
ing much needed infrastruc-
ture such as new pathways, 
car parks and facilities at 
some of our most iconic 
rural and natural attractions, 
bene� ting local communities 
and visitors alike.'

Local MSP Kate Forbes 
added: 'Glen� nnan and Glen 
Nevis are another two iconic 
tourism hotspots, and I’m 
pleased to see the path being 
completed at Glen� nnan and 
access arrangements resolved 
at the Lower Steall Falls.'

Iconic hotspots win 
tourism funding boost

Cabinet Secretary Fiona 
Hyslop at Glen� nnan 
Viaduct in the autumn 
when she announced 
the � rst round of tourism 
funding grants, including a 
new visitor car park in the 
area. Photograph: Gavin MacQueen 

Photography



Lochaber  Times
Thursday 13 June 2019 NEWS  11

LT

Battle of Glenshiel remembered 

Iain Maciver of 
Strathendry, resplendent 
in his traditional out� t for 
the day.

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Di� erent skill and knowledge 
between di� erent people is 
one of the bedrocks of human 
survival.

If we all were good at the 
same things and not good at 
the same things, the general 
operation of the world would 
be much more of a struggle 
than it is already.

Computers, social media, 
websites and all related 
activity are areas of skill and 
knowledge in which I am 
certainly lacking. I realise in 
such a technology and inter-
net driven age this is a part 
of life that should be fully 
embraced. However, I have 
not got round to embracing 
it yet.

I fear the shying away from 
these advances in the present 
age is akin an ancestor of a 
few millenniums ago, saying: 
‘No, I don’t like that fi re stuff, 
it’s just too modern for me. I 
don’t really understand it and 
we survived very happily 
without it before. And it’s 
dangerous. And I just don’t 
like it. I’m off to kill a few 
more bears to get their coats. 
That’s how to keep warm! 
These fi re things are just a 
fl ash in the pan ... I hear some 
of these strange folk in the 
cave next door are putting 

their food in it now! That is 
ridiculous and taking it just 
too far. Anyone for a leg of 
boar?’

Last week I came a step 
closer to the embracing the 
tech age when as a 40th birth-
day present, Ania’s brother 
had set up a blogging page for 
me. Lots of folk have suggest-
ed this to me and for a long 
time now I’ve been meaning 
to get round to it, so it was a 
very welcome surprise.

My brother-in-law, Maciek, 
is a computer scientist so 
setting up and operating a 
blog is like a gourmet chef 
boiling a potato. Poor Maciek 
also had the job of giving 
me a tutorial in how to work 
the blog and the vast chasm 
in our computing skills and 
knowledge was very hilari-
ous. Without him having the 
patience of very laidback 
saint, I’m sure he would have 
thrown the laptop through the 
window.

Luckily, he is of very 
good humour so it was an 
enjoyable and entertaining 
experience. Terminology 
and operation that to him 
and to the ‘tech savvy’ are 
second nature; to me, they 
were a foreign language in 
an unknown territory. I came 

to the conclusion that it was 
like someone being shown a 
house for the fi rst time and 
learning how to use it.

Maciek: ‘o you go through 
the main door here to get in.’

Me: ‘Okay.’
Maciek: ‘Stop. That’s the 

window.’
Me: ‘And I can’t go through 

that?’
Maciek: ‘No. Well, actually 

you can, but it’s more compli-
cated and you might break it, 
so stick to the door.’

Me: ‘Okay. The door won’t 
open. This door must be 
faulty, it seems jammed.’

Maciek: ‘Use the handle.’
Me: ‘What’s a handle?’
Maciek: ‘Swearing in 

Polish, German and English 
all at the same time!’

After some time we got 
through all the necessary 
steps to get me up and 
running and hopefully next 
week angusmacphail.com 
will be live and you can visit 
to read more of my literary 
ramblings.

National Trust for Scotland; 
Lt Col Geraint Davies on be-
half of the army in Scotland; 
as well as six clan chiefs.

Anne Maclean of 
Dochgarroch, secretary of 
the Association of Highland 
Clans and Societies, told 
us the event had been very 

successful, despite heavy rain. 
She said: '� e heavens opened 
just as the commemoration 
started and stopped just as we 
were � nishing. But there was 
still a very good turnout. 

'It was very important to 
mark the 300th anniversary 
and having two local school 

children also laying wreaths 
was particularly nice.'

Among those who fought 
that day was Rob Roy 
MacGregor � ghting for the 
Jacobite cause. So, too, were 
hundreds of Spanish marines 
who had been brie� y based at 
Eilean Donan Castle.

Despite their superior num-
bers, however, the Jacobites 
lost at Glenshiel. 

Another more famous 
battle was to follow before the 
Jacobite cause was � nally to 
die on Culloden � eld in 1746.

Former Plockton High 
School rector and keen 
researcher of West Highland 
history, Duncan Ferguson, 
has compiled a special account 
to mark the tercentenary.

Mr Ferguson writes that 
while the battle, fought six 
miles east of Shielbridge, may 
be classed by some historians 
as only a minor skirmish 
among Highland battles, it 
had the potential to change 
the course of Scottish history.

And he states: '� e expedi-
tion went ahead sponsored by 
the Spanish king and includ-
ed various Jacobite nobles on 
the continent in exile, such as 
Cameron of Lochiel, the Earl 
of Seaforth and the Marquis 
of Tullibardine, and the large 
� eet – possibly 29 ships and 
5,000 men – set sail from 
Cadiz. 

'On account of storms and 
inclement sailing conditions, 
as had hindered both the 

Spanish armada in 1588 and 
other Jacobite invasions, only 
a small part of the � eet ever 
reached British shores. � e 
smaller � eet, with the Jacobite 
leaders and some 300 Spanish 
soldiers, seem to have sailed 
via the north of Scotland 
stopping in Lewis before 
eventually coming to Eilean 
Donan Castle which was to be 
their base for the campaign.

'� e force gathered in Eilean 
Donan, having come under 
� re from three government 
warships in early May, and 
headed eastwards in two 
cohorts striking camps near 
Loch Long and the high 
ground north of Loch Duich 
respectively.

'� ey were joined by 
reinforcements of soldiers 
of Lochiel and Seaforth. 
News was soon received that 
General Wightman and the 
royalist army had passed 
through Fort Augustus and 
were marching down Glen 
Moriston.

'Lord George Murray, who 
was to be the main Jacobite 

commander with Bonnie 
Prince Charlie at Culloden, 
took a leading role as the ar-
mies clashed in Glenshiel and 
the renowned outlaw Rob Roy 
MacGregor brought some 
40 of his men on the Jacobite 
side.

'� e battle proper began 
around 5pm on June 10, 
1719, as it happened the 30th 
birthday of James the Old 
Pretender, and by nightfall 
the Jacobite army was in 
disarray.

'Figures for numbers 
taking part and losses are 
unclear. � e information no-
tice provided by the National 
Trust states that 100 Jacobites 
and 20 government soldiers 
lost their lives in the battle.'

� e battle is remembered 
in many ways, including the 
naming of the mountain 
Sgùrr nan Spàinteach (the 
Peak of the Spaniards) – a 
permanent reminder to the 
Hispanic soldiers who fought 
in vain in the Scottish West 
Highlands on behalf of the 
Stuart Dynasty.

Lord Lieutenant of Ross and Cromarty Janet Bowen lays 
a wreath at the memorial. Photographs: Kris Camp Photography.
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angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk Tourism projects on Skye and 

the Small Isles are to be boost-
ed by Scottish Government 
cash.

Projects to improve visitor 
services at Portree (£300,000) 
and the Old Man of Storr 
(£184,506), as well as on Eigg 
(£273,632) are among the 
schemes to bene� t.

Skye MSP Kate Forbes wel-
comed more than £1million of 
Rural Tourism Infrastucture 
funding announced last week 
which will help improve areas 
across her Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch constituency.

� ere has been a signi� cant 
increase in visitor numbers on 
the footpath to the Old Man 
of Storr on Skye and the new 
money will allow Highland 
Council to improve visitor 

access while protecting iconic 
landscapes and international-
ly important habitats.

In Portree, the money will 
be spent on an extended hard 
standing area in west Bay� eld 
car park and day parking for 
motorhomes with waste and 
water services.

On Eigg, the funding will 
be used to build four new 
toilets and showers, interpre-
tation panels and signs at the 
island’s only visitor centre at 
the pier.

Ms Forbes said: ‘I have 
always maintained I rep-
resent the most beautiful 
constituency in Scotland 
and, understandably, visitors 
want to come and see this for 
themselves. In some places, 
the existing infrastructure 

has been creaking under the 
pressure of vastly increased 
tourism numbers, so I am 
thrilled to see more than 
£1m of Scottish Government 
funding going towards pro-
jects in my constituency.

‘� e growth on Skye has 
been well-documented and 
the proposed improvements 
for Portree and at the Storr 
are most welcome. Many peo-
ple enjoy the ferry over to the 
Small Isles so I am pleased for 
the Eigg community as this 
money will support what’s on 
o� er for tourists at the pier.

‘� e Rural Tourism 
Infrastructure Fund has 
made a big di� erence to the 
Highlands. Communities can 
apply for funding directly. It 
has been a great success.’

Skye and Eigg cash boost

Highlands and Islands school 
pupils have been given a li�  
on hearing the news Loganair 
is to sponsor this year’s 
National Secondary Schools’ 
Gaelic Debate Committee 
competition.

� e airline will transport 

around 100 pupils to the 21st 
competition in Edinburgh in 
November.

� e contest gives partici-
pants a unique opportunity 
to develop and showcase 
their language and debating 
skills amongst their peers, 

Gaelic development agencies 
and members of the Scottish 
Parliament.

Calum Iain Macleod, 
chairman of the debate com-
mittee, said: ‘� is is fantastic 
news. We are very grateful to 
Loganair.’

Di� erent skill and knowledge 
between di� erent people is 
one of the bedrocks of human 
survival.

If we all were good at the 
same things and not good at 
the same things, the general 
operation of the world would 
be much more of a struggle 
than it is already.

Computers, social media, 
websites and all related 
activity are areas of skill and 
knowledge in which I am 
certainly lacking. I realise in 
such a technology and internet 
driven age this is a part of life 
that should be fully embraced. 
However, I have not got round 
to embracing it yet.

I fear the shying away from 
these advances in the present 
age is akin to an ancestor of a 
few millenniums ago, saying: 
‘No, I don’t like that fi re stuff, 
it’s just too modern for me. 

‘I don’t really understand it 
and we survived very happily 
without it before. It’s danger-
ous and I just don’t like it. I’m 
off to kill a few more bears to 
get their coats – that’s how to 
keep warm! These fi re things 
are just a fl ash in the pan ... 

I hear some of these strange 
folk in the cave next door are 
putting their food in it now! 
That taking it just too far. 
Anyone for a leg of boar?’

Last week I came a step clos-
er to the embracing the tech 
age when as a 40th birthday 
present, Ania’s brother had 
set up a blogging page for me. 
Lots of folk have suggested 
this to me and for a long time 
now I’ve been meaning to get 
round to it, so it was a very 
welcome surprise.

My brother-in-law, Maciek, 
is a computer scientist so set-
ting up and operating a blog is 
like a gourmet chef boiling a 
potato. Poor Maciek also had 
the job of giving me a tutorial 
in how to work the blog and 
the vast chasm in my comput-
ing skills and knowledge was 
very hilarious. Without him 
having the patience of very 
laidback saint, I’m sure he 
would have thrown the laptop 
through the window.

Luckily, he is of very good 
humour so it was an enjoyable 
and entertaining experience. 
Terminology and operation 
that to him and to the ‘tech 

savvy’ are second nature; 
to me, they were a foreign 
language in an unknown terri-
tory. I came to the conclusion 
that it was like someone being 
shown a house for the fi rst 
time and learning how to use 
it.

Maciek: ‘o you go through 
the main door here to get in.’

Me: ‘Okay.’
Maciek: ‘Stop. That’s the 

window.’
Me: ‘And I can’t go through 

that?’
Maciek: ‘No. Well, actually 

you can, but it’s more compli-
cated and you might break it, 
so stick to the door.’

Me: ‘Okay. The door won’t 
open. This door must be 
faulty, it seems jammed.’

Maciek: ‘Use the handle.’
Me: ‘What’s a handle?’
Maciek: ‘Swearing in Polish, 

German and English all at the 
same time!’

After some time we got 
through all the necessary 
steps to get me up and running 
and hopefully next week an-
gusmacphail.com will be live 
and you can visit to read more 
of my literary ramblings.

Loganair sponsors schools’ Gaelic debate
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Willowglen Garden Centre 
and Girl Guides have been 
brightening up Harris.

�anks to funding from 
Western Isles Lottery, the 
centre delivered 30 beauti-
fully planted, ceramic pots to 
the girls who have distributed 
them across the village.

Janet Paterson of Western 
Isles Lottery said: ‘One of 
the three aims of the lottery 
was to improve the aesthetics 
of our islands, particularly 
throughout the summer and 
around Christmas time.

‘Last year, some proceeds 
from the Broadbay area were 
used to give Stornoway town 
centre a welcome upgrade by 
landscaping some areas and 
planting �owers.

‘We are delighted to see in 
year two of the lottery that 
other areas are also using 
their own funding to do 
likewise.

‘Stornoway Town Centre 
will see another signi�cant 
upgrade this year and the 
isles of Harris, Uist and Barra 

Richard Robertson gives the Guides tips on looking after the �owers. 

CATH MACDONALD 

fort@obantimes.co.uk

View from the Edge

It is a pleasure to see lambs 
skipping around on hills, 
�elds and moors, but we 
have heard a sad story from 
South Uist about lambs being 
attacked  by ravens.

�is is obviously not the 
�rst we have heard of attacks 
on lambs by predatory birds, 
but this year there seems to be 
more ravens around.

Over the years, cro�ers 
have also had problems with 
wild geese, especially on the 
green arable �elds of the Uist 
islands.

In 2013, a petition was 
lodged on behalf of the 
Scottish Cro�ing Federation 
calling on the Scottish 
Parliament to urge the UK 
Government to address the 
problems created by increas-
ing populations of wild geese 
in cro�ing areas. 

�e wild geese were wreck-
ing the grass �elds and in 
some areas destroying barley 
�elds. 

�is was believed by many 
to be the greatest threat to 
island cro�ing.

Scottish Natural Heritage 

and others were approached 
to see what action could be 
taken and some management 
changes were made.

Tourists continue to �ock 
to the islands in increasing 
numbers. �ere was disap-
pointment and anger at news 
that the construction of a new 
ferry for the Uig, Tarbert, 
Lochmaddy route will be 
delayed.

It was expected that it, 
and a vessel for the Arran to 
Ardrossan route, would be in 
place in 2018. It was known 
they would be at least two 
years late, but now there is 
news of a further delay.

At meetings recently, I have 
also heard hotels and restau-
rants are �nding it di�cult to 
get sta�.

�ere was evidence of this 
recently when I was invited 
out for a meal to a restaurant 
with family members home 
on holiday.

�e waiter who served us 
was from the Czech Republic 
and he told us two of the other 
sta� members were from Italy 
and one from Romania.

Another restaurant in 
Harris has had to close for a 
short time until more sta� are 
recruited.

But while we have our occa-
sional ups and downs, here on 
the 'Edge' we continue to hap-
pily welcome tourists, with 
sta� from outwith the islands 
to help us out, and will do all 
we can to ensure everyone has 
a good time here.

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Richard Robertson with the Guides and the �ower pots.

will all see colourful displays.
‘It is wonderful to see 

Girlguiding Harris taking 
responsibility for their area 
this year.

‘Each Girl Guide has been 
allocated a pot and Richard 
Robertson of Willowglen 
Garden Centre is giving them 
guidance on how to care for 
the pots. Without the enthu-
siasm of Matilda Mackenzie-
Lomas, the Girlguiding 
leader, the project would not 
have come to fruition.’

Matilda added: ‘�is is an 
exciting project for the girls. 
�ere were lots of questions 
for Richard and they are now 
equipped with the knowledge 
to care for their pots. 

‘As reward for all their 
e�orts, all funding raised 
by Harris lottery supporters 
to the end of July will go to 
Girlguiding Harris.

‘We are grateful to the 
Western Isles Lottery team 
and Willowglen Garden 
Centre for helping us make 
this happen.’ 

Guiding the way 
to a bloomin’ 
colourful Harris

The A87 from Kintail Lodge 
to Clachan Duich Causeway 
is to be resurfaced.

The Transport Scotland 
project is due to start on 
Monday June 17 and should 
be �nished by 7pm on 
Wednesday June 26. Work 
will take place between 7am 
and 7pm every  day except 
Saturday June 22 or Sunday 
June 23. A 10mph convoy 
system will be in place.

Fairy Pools work 
in the spotlight
Minginish on the Isle of Skye 
was in the spotlight at an 
international conference this 
week.

A short �lm about the 
impact of Minginish 
Community Hall Associa-
tion’s work on community 
life, particularly its work 
to expand the Fairy Pools 
car park, was showcased 
to the 270 delegates at the 
Strengthening Communities 
Conference Scotland 2019 in 
Aviemore.

The event, organised 
by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, attracted 
community groups and 
organisations from Nova 
Scotia, Maine, Norway and 
across the UK to look at the 
key issues for communities 
leading the way on their 
social and economic futures.

Raised levels of naturally 
occurring algal toxins in 
coastal waters at Inner Loch 
Torridon have been identi�ed 
by  Highland Council’s 
environmental health 
team following routine 
monitoring.

Eating shell�sh such as 
cockles, mussels, oysters or 
razor �sh from these areas 
may pose a health risk arising 
from the consumption of 
these algal toxins.

As a sensible precaution, 
people should avoid eating 
shell�sh from the area along 
the shore between Sheildaig 
and Inveralligin until further 
notice.

Cooking does not remove 
the risk from consumption. 
Commercial shell�sh 
harvesters in the area have 
been contacted by the 
council.

For further information, 
visit www.foodstandards.gov.
scot/business-and-industry/
industry-speci�c-advice/

Warning against 
eating Loch Torridon     
shell�sh

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

A87 roadworks
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Comment on article
We would like, through your letters page, to 
make comment regarding an article ‘Mull 
nursery plan under threat’, May 30).

Your article states that because Argyll and 
Bute Council has had a change of direction, 
this puts the proposed wraparound child-
care facility on Mull in jeopardy. We would 
disagree.

Moray Finch from Mull and Iona 
Community Trust (MICT) is correct when 
he states that the council has shown strong 
encouragement for the project over several 
years and the council continues to do so. 

� e dialogue between MICT and the 
council’s Early Years team has always been 
supportive of MICT being a partner in the 
initial Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) 
trial process. To support MICT as a provider 
of a� er-school and summer wraparound care 
our ELC team applied for funding to run a 
pilot scheme on Mull. � e bid was successful 
and Argyll and Bute Council o� ered MICT 
the use of the pre-� ve facility in Tobermory.

Despite assurances from MICT, it tran-
spired that MICT were not in a position to 
deliver. � is resulted in the council, as the 
responsible statutory body, to take the trial 
forward.

Discussions continued and MICT came 
forward with the suggestion of a new-build 
facility which would deliver wraparound 
care. � is facility would be situated at Aros, 
just outside Salen.

� e council still continued to support this.  
� e change of direction came about as the 
date for the 1140 hours to be delivered is only 
13 months away.

To date there has been no registration from 
MICT to the Care Commission, which is a 
lengthy process, or any planning applica-
tions submitted, another lengthy process, 
particularly for a major application. MICT 
has not brought forward any � rm proposals.

� is is the reason that Argyll and Bute 
Council as the responsible body has stepped 
in to ensure � rm plans are in place to deliver 
the 1140 hours for all three- and four-year-
olds and eligible two-year-olds in this area 
by  investing at Salen Primary School to meet 
these commitments. 

Should the MICT provision have met the 
national requirements to be commissioned 
to provide ELC, we would have continued 
to work with them and o� er them the same 
support we give to other partners.

Councillors Robertson, McCuish, Devon, 
Green and MacGrigor, Oban Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee.

Climate emergency
I read with interest two articles in the 
Lochaber Times dated May 23 and June 6. � e 
� rst was titled ‘Progress as island takes to the 
skies’. � e second was the � rst page headline 

‘Climate fears over Cow Hill new homes 
proposal’.

� ey may not be obviously related but both 
indicate the priority our Highland Council 
gives to human rights and environment.

� e � rst refers to the possible reintroduc-
tion of air services to Skye together with 
the recommendation to spend £170,000 of 
rate-payers’ money on funding for support of 

� e � � h annual Volunteer Oscar (Voscar) 
awards ceremony was held last week. 

Organised by Voluntary Action 
Lochaber (VAL), we are reporting this 
week of the di�  culty faced by those who 
had to choose the winners. Indeed, the 
judges had a mammoth task in whittling 
down the nominees in each of the 
categories to arrive at the � nalists and 
winners.

� roughout Lochaber more than 3,000 
people volunteer give up their time to 
assist others.

VAL manager Flora McKee told the 
Lochaber Times: ‘Each year we are 
staggered, but not surprised, at the 
number of nominations we receive for the 
Voscar awards.

‘� e variety of organisations and the 
number of individuals who are prepared 
to help others without expectation of 
payment is incredible.’

Flora’s assessment absolutely hits the 
nail on the head.

� ese awards are well earned by all the 
recipients, who deserve our thanks.

Well deserved 
recognition for 
voluntary work

Speeding drivers put 
other lives in danger
� ere appears to be a chilling disregard 
for the welfare and safety of others by a 
minority of drivers who have been caught 
speeding on stretches of the A82.

As we report this week, two motorists 
were caught separately during the past 
weekend, travelling at a mind-boggling 
105mph and 90mph in the Rannoch Moor 
and Glen Coe area, which has a 60mph 
limit.

� e police are to be commended for 
their work in catching these drivers and 
we must hope that the courts are moved 
to impose severe penalties.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would like 
to see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 
Fort William. 
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GLENUIG

KYLE OF LOCHALSH/PORTREE

A project to reduce energy use in 
Glenuig Hall and increase recycling 
in the area has been a success.

Replacing the existing hall lights 
with LED units and improving the 
building’s insulation has achieved 
an annual saving of around 1.9 
tonnes of CO2e – 135 per cent of the 
target saving of 1.4t of CO2e.

� e amount of glass collected in a 
recycling point installed adjacent to 
the community shop in conjunction 
with Highland Council also reached 
its target. In the � rst six weeks, 0.35 
tonnes of glass was collected, a rate 
equivalent to the target of three 
tonnes in a full year and a saving of 
1.63t of CO2e a year. � e weight of 
glass collected is increasing – 0.5t 
was collected in the second period.

Overall, the project has increased 
awareness of the importance of 
increasing recycling and reducing 
waste.

� roughout the project, members 
of the community were sent news-
letters and a dedicated noticeboard 
was put up.

� e � nal event was an environ-
mental evening with talks and a 
discussion.

Duror Primary School pupils took 
at step back in time on a visit to an 
archaeology project.

Neil Malcolm organised the visit 
to Glen Duror and accompanied 
the pupils and � eld archaeologists 
to the bothy.

It is said it was here that James of 
the Glen was born. Earlier in the 
week Mr Malcolm had given the 
pupils a talk about James’ life, trial 
and death.

� e present bothy is far too young 
for James of the Glen to have been 

born in, but a little way up the 
hill there are the footings of three 
buildings. It looks as if one was a 
barn, at right angles to which is a 
byre-dwelling – with humans at 
one end and animals at the other 
– and a crudely-built add-on at the 
west end of this long house.

James of the Glen probably lived 
in this long house when he was the 
tracksman (tenant) of Glen Duror 
Farm and he may well have been 
born in this house.

� e children watched the archae-

ologists measure the dimensions of 
the buildings and remove moss and 
turf from three possible entrances 
of the long house.

As well as the dimensions of the 
buildings, the site and size of the 
entrances were identi� ed.

One of the stones at what was 
probably the main entrance had a 
small hole drilled in it which would 
have been for a door pivot.

Some spent ri� e shells from the 
20th or 21st century were also 
found.

Kyle of Lochalsh and Portree RNLI 
lifeboats were called to a seven-me-
tre rigid in� atable boat aground on 
rocks o�  Torridon on Friday.

� e six people on board the vessel 
had set o�  � ares a� er running 
aground on the rapidly dropping 
tide.

� e UK Coastguard launched 
the lifeboats a� er a � shing vessel 
reported seeing multiple � ares a few 
minutes earlier.

Kyle lifeboat arrived on scene 
at 4.44pm to � nd the RIB hard 
aground and quickly put a crew 
member onboard the casualty vessel 
to assess the situation and ensure no 
one was injured.

With it con� rmed everyone was 
safe, and with Portree lifeboat en 
route, the Kyle crew started to trans-
fer the people from the casualty 
vessel onto the lifeboat.

A short time later Portree lifeboat 
arrived on scene.

As the RIB was stuck fast on the 
rocks, and with no way to con� rm 
the boat was watertight, it was de-
cided to wait on scene until the tide 
turned to allow the boat to re� oat.

Shortly before 6.30pm, the RIB 
successfully � oated free of the rocks 
and both lifeboats were stood down 
and returned to their respective 
stations.

A Kyle RNLI spokesperson said 
the crew of the casualty vessel were 
well equipped and did the correct 
thing: ‘A� er running aground and 

Among items discussed at a recent 
Glen� nnan Community Council 
meeting were:
 Community/Marine Harvest 

Hut: Highland Council has granted 
change of use and MOWI is ready to 
complete the lease once map details 
are con� rmed. Scope of works is 
being drawn up to get quotes.
 Community car park: � e 

lease is now signed and the next 
stage is for VisitScotland to come 
back with the funding agreement. 
Tenders to be sought therea� er. � e 
Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation is requesting money 
saved by the community council to 
support the shortfall in the project. 
It was agreed to transfer £10,000.
 Roads: Highland Council was 

contacted regarding drainage by 

GLENFINNAN

The Duror Primary School pupils during their visit to the archaelogy project.

Duror pupils visit archaeology project

the conker tree, signs, culverts and 
potholes in the village. Highland 
Council has looked at the work and 
will carry it out in due course along 
with general culvert clearing. � e 
community council has noticed an 
improvement since the new passing 
place/no parking signs have been 
put up.

 Deer: Alistair Gibson reported 
there had only been one roe deer hit.
 Police: A few incidents had been 

reported since the last meeting. 
Two related to driving, one was a 
mistaken 999 call and three tickets 
had been issued on Easter weekend 
for obstruction on the A830.
 � e National Trust informed 

the community council that 45,000 
people have come into the centre 
since April 1 and 80,000 since 
January 1. A planning application 
has been submitted to upgrade the 
co� ee trailer and a drawing was 
circulated. Problems with lights on 
the monument are being addressed.

� e grit bin at the glen road end 

has been damaged by disposable 
barbecues being dumped. Duncan is 
to speak to Gus MacLennan.
 Post O�  ce service: Councillor 

Allan Henderson enquired about 
the possibility of the National Trust 
providing a solution to lack of prop-
erty. Sarah is to look into this.
 � e meeting was informed a � re 

accidentally started in Glen Daly 
earlier this month had been caused 
by a climber burning toilet paper. 

Although this might be advice 
from some outdoor groups, the 
community council asks people 
to be sensible and be aware of dry 
conditions.
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 ‘� e Seagulls’ from Mallaig 
swooped on the BA Club at the 
weekend to have a go at the quiz. 
� ere wasn’t much doing in Seagull 
City. So Johnny, James, Jim and 
Angus formed a team and sallied 
forth to show everyone � sh gives 
you brains. And yes, ‘� e Seagulls’ 
landed the prize.
 Message in a bottle or, rather, out 
of a bottle 13 years later. � e wording 
of the message, inside a Coca Cola 
bottle which was retrieved from 
Loch Linnhe last week by Ian, from 
Caol, reads ‘29-7-81. Bought from 
Sammy’s Chip Van at Fort William 
Pier. � rown o�  MV Souter’s Lass 
into Loch  Linnhe. Reward £1. See 
S Cameron’. So, into Sammy’s Chip 
Shop in Caol went Ian to claim his 
pound. Uttering some non-compli-
mentary remarks about the message 
bottler who had ‘taken his name 
in van’ all those years ago, Sammy 
coughed up.
 Toto Kearney’s name � gured 
prominently in these columns over 
the years. Here are three memorable 
Toto tales. Some of us suggested 
the locals should present Toto with 
an industrial strength magnet. We 
� gured his barbering equipment 
o� en got le�  behind in the most 
amazing places which Toto could 
never remember. � en there was the 
time he was helping Eunice out with 
the B&B and served two breakfasts 
on circular placemats, mistaking 
them for plates. And the classic, on 
a sunny Friday a� ernoon when Toto 
arrived home, found three beautiful-
ly shaped and cleaned potatoes and 
proceeded to peel them and make 
chips out of them. In came Eunice 
and gave ‘Towt’ what for – for ru-
ining her prize exhibits for the next 
day’s Caol Gardening Show.
 Four lads from Fort William, 
Inverlochy, Caol and Corpach were 
vying with one another as to whose 
father was the ‘fastest mover’. Said 
the youngster from the Fort: ‘My 
dad’s so fast that when he hits a table 
tennis ball over the net, he runs to 
the other side and sends it back 

again.’ � e young villager was next 
up. ‘My dad’s so fast that when he 
drives o�  the tee he hits the ball 200 
yards – and is on the fairway to play 
his second shot before the ball arrives 
there.’ � e youthful Caol-ite chimed 
in with: ‘My dad’s so fast that, when 
we go for a run in the car he drives 
that quickly we get there before we 
leave.’ Can the Corpach card, the boy 
from the Queen of Suburbia, trump 
these? Judge for yourself. ‘My dad’s 
with the council,’ said he seriously. 
‘And he’s so fast that, even although 
he � nishes at � ve, he’s always home 
before three o’clock.’
 At the counter of Fort William 
Tourist O�  ce, Mamie Ballachulish 
and Morag Kilchoan were con-
fronted by a bulky lady with a 
foreign accent. � eir joint e� orts 
in  interpreting her request saw her 
being escorted to the front door and 
given hand signals on how to get to 
MacLennan’s in the High Street. It 
was only later in the day that Mamie 
and Morag discovered their visitor 
required a ‘lavatory’ and not the 
‘lingerie’ they thought she had said!
 Further along the High Street, 
have you seen the latest addition to 
the range at Wynne’s the Butchers 
(Black Puddings a Speciality)? 
� ey’re ‘Haggis Eggs’ on a wee nest 
inside a presentation box. Already 
the 'towrists' are falling for it, with 
their comments including: ‘Is it not 
cruel to steal haggis eggs?' ‘When do 
they hatch?’ ‘Do you trap haggises or 
shoot them?’ ‘How many calories in 
a full-blown haggis?’
 Here’s an extract from the early 
summer issue of the estimable 
‘De tha Dol?’ – the paper for 
Ardnamurchan and Morvern. It 
has been culled from the minutes 
of Acharacle Community Council: 
‘One member mentioned that the 
cover is missing from the septic tank 
at Dorlin. � is will be looked into!’
 Early in 1894, Dr J Norman Collie 
and two colleagues made the � rst 
complete ascent of Tower Ridge on 
Ben Nevis. Exactly a century later, 
Lochaber High School Rector Paul 

Brian, accompanied  by Scottish 
Mountaineering Club past president 
Robin Campbell, negotiated the 
same climb. Also on the 100th 
anniversary, mountain guide  Alan 
Kimber led a group up Tower Ridge 
while conducting one of his instruc-
tion courses.
 An American, over here to trace 
his ancestry, had a right go about the 
lack of a bus depot in Fort William. 
He did his ranting and raving outside 
the railway station saying: ‘I got o�  
the bus from Glasgow,’ – he empha-
sised the ‘gow’ as if pronouncing that 
well-known Caol surname – ‘and 
was faced with a plastic shack.’ He 
went on to say: ‘Fort William? � ey 
had better facilities in Fort Apache.’
 You would know you are in the 
Highlands if you board a local bus. 
Take a look at the ticket. Someone – 
in authority? – has forgotten to take 
into account the clocks have gone 
forward so the machine tickets are 
an hour behind the timetable.
 � e referee collected mud in his 
eye during Fort William’s match 
against Huntly at Claggan Park. 
However, thanks to magic sponge 
administered by Fort trainer Stewart 
Mitchell, fresh from the BA’s latest 
health and safety course, the ref was 
able to see clearly for the rest of the 
game.
 Wee Alex, who was being 
‘child-minded’, was trying to  de-
scribe where his mum had gone for 
the early part of the evening. Mum 
was at Scottish Slimmers. ‘She’s gone 
to the skinny place,’ Alex eventually 
said.
 Along with the reliable rain 
of Lochaber, as the � lming of 
Braveheart got under way in Glen 
Nevis, there were one or two ‘un-
foreseen eventualities’ on location. 
Smoke from among the ‘Wallace 
Village � atch Houses’ did so in the 
wrong direction for several camera 
sequences. 

� en the glen’s Highland Cattle 
had to be moved on as they were 
chomping away at the specially 
constructed haystacks in the � elds.

Lundavra Primary School's P1 and P2 pupils recently handed over 
a cheque for £121.39 to Lochaber Gymnastics Club. The youngsters 
raised the money at their community cafe. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Lundavra Primary School cafe 
cash boosts gymnastics club

with patchy VHF radio coverage, 
they had tried attracting attention 
by visual signals and an air horn,’ 

Kyle 
lifeboat 
with the 
RIB hard 
aground 
on Friday. 
Photograph: 
Kyle RNLI.

said the spokesperson. ‘When this 
proved unsuccessful, they set o�  
� ares to attract the passing vessel.’

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

07917 358285 
01546 603989

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE

Callum Simpson

Office

 

mbcargyll.com
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Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk 
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 13TH JUNE 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Oban Health Walks
Oban Congregational Church
10am-12pm
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9.30am, 11.30am, 3.00pm, 5.00pm & 
7.00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Gregor Coleman. Open till 2am
SATURDAY 15TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre. 12-12:30pm

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

Cearcall Còmhraidh (Gaelic 
Conversation Group)
Furan Gaelic Centre. 12noon- 1:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Sandra MacBeth and Lorna Thomas 
Open till 2am
SUNDAY 16TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre. 12-12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher
MONDAY 17TH JUNE
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906

Kundalini Yoga with Dirk
The Rock� eld Centre. 6pm
Drumming and Music Making
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion
6.30pm-7.30pm
TUESDAY 18TH JUNE 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre. 12-12:30pm
Carers Co� ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am-12pm
WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock� eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Beach Clean
Slip opposite Sta� ord Street
10:30am-12pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

These Men Are Worth Your 
Tears. Stuart Graham, 2018. 
Available from the author 
at stuart.graham1@virgin.
net

In common with so many ar-
eas of the country, the islands 
of Islay and Jura made special 
e� orts in the centenary years 
to honour and record the sto-
ries of those who gave their 
lives in the First World War. 
� is updated version of the 
2015 original book chronicles 
the details of the more than 
200 men from the region who 
died in the con� ict.

As records from the time 
were o� en spare or non-exist-
ent, the author relied heavily 
on the � les of � e Oban Times 
for the stories and illustra-
tions in the book. A� er the 
original publication, many 
came forward with additional 
information and, while the 
author says that there will not 
be a further updated version, 
the great interest in family 
history will ensure more 
details will emerge in future. 
� ere are now only nine men 
remaining form the islands 
for whom details of this 
deaths have not been found. 

Anything turned up in future 
will hopefully � nd its way 
to the Museum of Islay Life, 
to which the proceeds of the 
book will go.

� e major centenary 
commemorative events of 
World War One are now over 
and Islay held a major one 
to honour its own war dead 
and those from the troopship 
Tuscania and  naval vessel 
Otranto, wrecked on the 
island shores and the scene 
of much local heroism in the 
rescue attempts. However, 
the stories and memories of 
the dead will endure and in 
this excellent publication all 
involved have provided a � t-
ting tribute and cornerstone 
for future research.

Eric Macintyre

Book Review: These Men 
Are Worth Your Tears

A Glasgow School of Art 
student has been working 
with the Oban community to 
look at future of tourism in 
the town.

Over 12 weeks, Tori 
Hamilton, a student in the 
Innovation School at Glasgow 
School of Art, worked with 
key stakeholders and busi-
nesses in the town to look at 
how Oban might make the 
most of new trends in tour-
ism, looking at what opportu-
nities there might be to target 
the changing aspirations and 
desires of visitors.

Tori specialises in co-design, 
an approach that brings to-
gether a designer and the end 
user to create a solution to a 
particular challenge together.

'Oban is one of Scotland’s 
most beautiful coastal towns 
with a rich heritage. Over the 
years it has proved adaptable 
and reinvented itself as the 
tourism market changed,' 
says Tori, who has a close con-

Tori helps Oban groups 
re-imagine town tourism

VIMTO AND

TROPICAL!

WHAT'S ON AT

01631 562905 |WWW.OBANPHOENIX.COM| SC042407
BOX OFFICE OPEN DAILY 12PM-8PM NEW FILMS EVERY FRIDAY

FRIDAY 14TH JUNE
16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
18:15 ALADDIN | PG
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
21:00 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15

SATURDAY 15TH JUNE
11:30 /16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
12:00/14:00 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
14:15/17:00 ALADDIN | PG
18:30 ROCKETMAN | 15
19:45 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15

SUNDAY 16TH JUNE
12:00/17:00 ALADDIN | PG
12:15 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
14:30 /19:45 ROCKETMAN | 15
15:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
17:30/20:00 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15

MONDAY 17TH JUNE
12:30/16:30 ALADDIN | PG
16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
18:15 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
TUESDAY 18TH JUNE
12:30/19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
16:00 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
16:30 ALADDIN | PG
18:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
WEDNESDAY 19TH JUNE
16:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
16:30 ALADDIN | PG
18:15 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15
THURSDAY 20TH JUNE
16:00 THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS 2 | U
16:30 ALADDIN | PG
18:00 POKÉMON: DETECTIVE PIKACHU | PG
19:30 JOHN WICK: CH 3 - PARABELLUM | 15
20:15 ROCKETMAN | 15

KIDS CLUB:
SILVER SCREEN:
RELAXED SCREENING:
SUBTITLED FOR THE HARD OF HEARING:

NEW

SLUSH!

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Lochaline Sat 9 March
Strontian Sun 10 March
Jura  Tue 12 March
Port Ellen Wed 13 to Fri 15 March

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

Mary Poppins Returns (U) 130 mins
Emily Blunt takes on Julie Andrew’s role, and it’s supercali...
09/03 at 5.30pm, 12/03 at 5.30pm, 13/03 at 5.30pm
The Favourite (12A) 134 mins
Oscar winning story of Queen Anne and her two attendants.
09/03 at 8.30pm, 15/03 at 8.30pm
Stan & Ollie (PG) 97 mins
Portrait of the world’s favourite comedy double act as their 
careers come to an end.  10/03 at 5.30pm, 14/03 ar 5.30pm
Mary Queen of Scots (12A) 134 mins
Explored the turbulent life of Mary Stuart and her relationship 
with Elizabeth I. 10/03 at 8.30pm, 15/03 at 8.30pm
Green Book (12A) 129 mins 
Oscar winning road movie about a black pianist and his 
Italian American driver. 12/03 at 8.30pm, 13/03 at 8.30pm
Scotch: The Golden Dram (PG) 89 mins 
Documentary exploring the magic of malt, in particular the 
contribution made by Islay’s Jim McEwan.14/03 at 8.30pm

Fort William Sun 16 - Wed 19 June

Rocketman (15) 121 mins
Epic musical fantasy. 16/06 at 5.30pm, 17/06 at 
8.30pm
Avengers: Endgame (12A) 181 mins
“prepare to be wowed” Rolling Stone 16/06 at 8.30pm
Freedom Fields (PG) 96 mins
Documentary. Arabic with English sub-titles. 17/06 
at 5.30pm
Woman at War (15) 124 mins
Black comedy. Icelandic with English sub-titles 
18/06 at 2pm

Dumbo (PG) 112 mins
“pure magic” Radio Times 18/06 at 5.30pm
Wild Rose (15) 100 mins
18/06 at 8.30pm
Final Ascent: The Legend of Hamish MacInnes
(PG) 81 mins “loving documentary” Observer 19/06 
at 5.30pm
Us (15) 116 mins
“fearsomely entertaining” Observer 19/06 at 
8.30pm
Before Wild Rose we will screen a free photo pres-
entation of work by Arpita Shah, produced in collab-
oration with Streetlevel Photography, Glasgow.Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. 

Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins be-
fore screenings. Cash only, no cards. 
£7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs.
Fully accessible for wheelchair users.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Lochaline Sat 9 March
Strontian Sun 10 March
Jura  Tue 12 March
Port Ellen Wed 13 to Fri 15 March

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

Mary Poppins Returns (U) 130 mins
Emily Blunt takes on Julie Andrew’s role, and it’s supercali...
09/03 at 5.30pm, 12/03 at 5.30pm, 13/03 at 5.30pm
The Favourite (12A) 134 mins
Oscar winning story of Queen Anne and her two attendants.
09/03 at 8.30pm, 15/03 at 8.30pm
Stan & Ollie (PG) 97 mins
Portrait of the world’s favourite comedy double act as their 
careers come to an end.  10/03 at 5.30pm, 14/03 ar 5.30pm
Mary Queen of Scots (12A) 134 mins
Explored the turbulent life of Mary Stuart and her relationship 
with Elizabeth I. 10/03 at 8.30pm, 15/03 at 8.30pm
Green Book (12A) 129 mins 
Oscar winning road movie about a black pianist and his 
Italian American driver. 12/03 at 8.30pm, 13/03 at 8.30pm
Scotch: The Golden Dram (PG) 89 mins 
Documentary exploring the magic of malt, in particular the 
contribution made by Islay’s Jim McEwan.14/03 at 8.30pm
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LOTTERY

Lochaber lottery numbers

SWIMMING

Swimmers put on a show
Nine members of the Lochaber Swim Team competed 
at the North District Aberdeen Time Trials at the end of 
May.

This was the last opportunity to achieve qualifying 
times for the Scottish Swimmer Meet, one of the major 
national swim meets for the age group swimmers. This 
is an invitation-only event and the top 20 swimmers in 
Scotland, at each event, are invited after this event is 
�nished.

The team achieved 40 new personal bests, 10 new club 
age group records and four new club records, as well as 
�ve �rst places, �ve second places and seven third place 
swims.

Coach Yvonne Clarke said: ‘As a coach, I feel this could 
be our swimmers best ever performance. When the 
pressure was on, they produced best time after best 
time, and yet, until Sunday afternoon, most were still 
�ghting for the times to allow them to swim at the 
summer meet.

Yvonne thanked the technical o�cials who helped 
during the weekend, which allowed the swimmers to 
swim at this meet and parents who assisted her on 
poolside.

The team now look forward to Edinburgh in July 
for the Scottish Summer Meet with seven swimmers 
competing, the most ever. Before then, however, the 
team will be competing at the Scottish Schools Team 
Relay.

Fort William Golf Club’s lotto numbers last week were 
1, 7 and 8. There was no winner. The prize for the draw 
today, Thursday June 13, will be £700.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers last week 
were 1, 6 and 17. There was no winner so next week’s 
jackpot will be £1,000.

Caol Community Centre bingo club’s lotto numbers 
were 2, 17 and 20. There were no winners so next week’s 
jackpot will be £900.

The numbers in the Caol Regeneration Lotto this week 
were 2, 5 and 9. There was no winner. Next week’s top 
prize will be £600.

Runners scale Glencoe 
mountain in uphill race

ATHLETICS

An unexpected bright and sunny spell on Saturday 
made for a great day of racing in Glencoe.

A hardy bunch of runners scaled the 500 metres from 
the Glencoe Mountain Cafe to the top tea shack, high 
on the mountain along the new uphill track.

Tom Smith from Lochaber Athletic Club managed to 
squeeze ahead of Carnethy’s Stephen McDougall to win 
in a time of 20:45. Third place went to another runner 
from Lochaber, Steve MacDonald, in 22:31.

The ladies’ race was a clear win for Rhona Anderson 
from Dunbar in a time of 25:42 who is also a Female Vet 
50. In second was Jean McLennan from Dunoon Hill 
Runners and third place went to Lochaber’s new rising 
star, Amy Disher.

Organisers thanked Glencoe Mountain Resort for 
making everyone so welcome.

The group of runners who took part in the Glencoe 
mountain uphill race on Saturday. 

Fraser MacPhee 
Tournament

Newtonmore won the P5 tournament. 

All the teams that took part in the annual tournament on Sunday. Photo: Abrightside Photography. 

The victorious Inverlochy P7 team. 

YOUTH SHINTY

Around 180 youngsters took 
part in the Fraser MacPhee 
Primary Schools Shinty 
Tournament at An Aird, Fort 
William, on Sunday June 9. 

Eighteen teams took to the 
�eld throughout the day in 
what organisers and coaches 
agreed was the best day in the 
tournament’s history yet.
 Teams came from as far and 
wide as Aberdour, Kyles, 
Strachur, Oban, Glasgow, 
Beauly, Ardnamurchan, 
Kingussie and Newtonmore, 
as well as from across 
Lochaber. 

�e weather prevailed with 
not a drop of rain and glimp-
ses of sunshine. All the play-

ers showed fantastic ability 
both during the matches and 
in the skills competitions.  

Forty-six group matches 
were played. Two thrilling 
semi-�nal matches were 
closely contested in the P7 
category, with Oban edg-
ing out Newtonmore and 
Inverlochy getting the better 
of Aberdour. 

�e P5 and Under category 
�nal then took place which 
displayed a fantastic combi-
nation of competitiveness, 
determination and skill with 
Newtonmore winning the 
match 2-0. 

�e P7 and Under category 
matched the excitement of 

the previous �nal and the 
score was 2-2 upon the �nal 
whistle. Extra time ensued 
and Inverlochy scored twice 
to round o� a phenomenal 
day of shinty.   

�roughout the day the 
youngsters all took to the 
skills corner to battle for top 
spot in the skills and shooting 
competitions. 

�e top scorers and award 
winners on the day were 
James Muir (Oban), Angus 
MacKinnon (Inverlochy), 
Hector MacLennan (Beauly) 
and Sean McKenzie (Beauly).  

A huge thank you must 

be given to the coaches and 
parents of all the players, 
as well as the Camanachd 
Association, for donating 
prizes such which included 
an international strip and a 
Hurley sports jumper among 
other things for the ra�e. 

�anks also to all the 
volunteers who make the 
tournament happen every 
year. More than £750 was 
raised between the snack 
bar and ra�e ticket sales, 
which will be donated to 
the National First Disability 
Shinty Festival.   

�e winners in each catego-
ry is as follows:  P7 and Unders 
Winners – Inverlochy; P7 and 
Unders Runner Up – Oban;   
P7 Player of the Tournament 
- Ben Corner, Inverlochy;  
P7 Skills competition win-
ner - James Muir, Oban;   
P7 Shooting competition 
winner - Angus MacKinnon, 
Inverlochy; P5 and Unders 
Winners – Newtonmore;   
P5 and Unders Runner 
Up – Beauly;  P5 Player of 
the Tournament - Joe Coyle, 
Newtonmore; P5 Skills 
competition winner - Hector 
MacLennan, Beauly; P5 
Shooting competition winner 
- Sean McKenzie, Beauly 

Fresh from celebrating their title victory, the newly crowned Greater Glasgow Premier 
League Division Two champions South Lochaber Thistle were presented with a new set 
of strips from sponsor Liberty British Aluminium. Photo: Abrightside Photography.
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Club presents trophies 
to mini and youth stars

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday June 13, 2019 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 02.26 3.3 09.02 1.2 
 15.11 3.2 20.52 1.1
Fri 03.21 3.4 09.53 1.1 
 15.54 3.4 21.50 1.0
Sat 04.07 3.6 10.37 1.0 
 16.33 3.6 22.41 0.9
Sun 04.48 3.6 11.16 1.0 
 17.10 3.8 23.27 0.9
Mon 05.26 3.7 11.54 0.9 
 17.47 3.9  **.** *.*
Tues 00.10 0.9 06.02 3.7 
 12.31 0.9 18.24 3.9
Wed 00.52 1.0 06.38 3.6 
 13.09 1.0 19.01 3.9              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a 
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 13ºC.
Friday 
Light rain and a gentle 
breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 14ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunshine and showers
with a  gentle breeze
Sunday
Sunshine and showers
with a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
11ºC to 15ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

8

14

13

Youth rugby award winners. Photos: Abrightside Photography

Lochaber Rugby Club held 
a trophy presentation for its 
mini and youth players for 
the 2018/19 season.

� e trophy winners were 
as follows: Mini Rugby 
– P3 Future Stars: Grace 

Mini rugby award winners.

Mackay, Ciaran Morrison 
and Anna MacAuley. P3 
Most Improved Player: 
Grace Mackay. P4/5 Best 
Attendance: Marc McCook. 
P4/5 Most Improved Player: 
Digby Dodman. P4/5 Player 

of the Year: Marc McCook. 
P6/7 Best Attendance: Arran 
MacLennan. P6/7 Most 
Improved Player: Jack Soe-
Paing. P6/7 Player of the Year: 
Gregor Henderson.

Youth Rugby Players’ Player 
of the Year – Under 14: 
Ronnie Fulford. Under 16: 

Freddie Fulford. Under 18: 
Jack Hamilton. Youth Rugby 
Most Improved Player: Stuart 
MacLennan. Youth Rugby 
Player of the Year: Stuart 
McQueen.

YOUTH RUGBY

Young wheelers set the pace
While the world’s best 
downhill mountain bike 
riders were battling it out for 
the UCI World Cup crown a 
fortnight ago, Lochaber’s own 
talented young bikers were 
putting their skills to the test.

As the elite riders were 
putting down their quali-
fying runs on Aonach Mor 
on Saturday June 1, the mini 
downhill series got under way 
at in Leanachan Forest.

� ere was a good showing 
from Lochaber’s own bike 
club, West Highland Wheelers 
(WHW), with their junior 

Under 14 boys winner Cory 
Muir on course for victory. 
Photo: Kim Ferguson, Kimages.

team picking up a handful 
of podium � nishes across the 
various age categories.

Despite some issues with the 
timing and score-keeping, 
which resulted in confusion 
over some � nal results, the 
club can be sure that their 
young riders put in a great 
display of biking.

Jack Bamber took top spot 
in the under 10 boys, while 
Archie Ferguson and Alan 
Cameron came in third and 
fourth respectively in the 
under 12s event to ensure 
a good showing for WHW 

in the youngest categories. 
Cory Muir and Evan 
MacDonald, both of WHW, 
each won the under 14 and 
under 16 boys competitions, 
while Cole Jackson secured 
a good time in the under 14,  
rounding o�  a successful 
day for the club.

In the girls’ categories, 
WHW riders Ruby Clark 
and Nina-Yves Cameron 
put in a good showing in 
the under 12 and under 14 
categories.

MOUNTAIN BIKING

Strongmen show their mettle at novice event

All the Novice JSW Strongman competitors. Photos: Abrightside Photography. 

Ben Nevis Industrial Estate was the venue for 
another round of strongman competition as 
the Novice JSW Strongman event took place 
on Saturday.

Organised by Lochaber strongman Stuart 
Whyte, the competition tested participants 
across a number of di� erent events, including 

Competition winner Dan 
Timmis completing a 
successful logpress. 

a logpress and a car deadli� , courtesy of spon-
sors Newco who supplied the vehicle. A� er a 
good showing of strength from competitors, 
Dan Timmis claimed victory and won the 
overall title.

STRONGMAN
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Mallaig rack up 
wins in league 
and cup

League dominance of 
Mallaig translated into cup 
success on Saturday June 
8, as the west coasters 
thumped Kyle, scoring 10 
goals in the process.

Hat-tricks from Andy 
Cunningham and Angus 
MacNaughton, followed by 
a brace from David Currie, 
made this a more than 
comfortable victory for the 
blues. Bradley Flannigan and 
Gordy Jamieson also got on 
the scoresheet.

Glenelg             0
Mallaig             4

William Wilson League

FOOTBALL

Mallaig notched up another 
win in their pursuit of back-
to-back league titles as they 
made light work of Glenelg 
on Friday May 31.

Andy Cunningham 
returned to the Mallaig side 
after missing the previous 
weekend and was back with 
a bang as he � red Mallaig in 
to the lead in the � rst half.

Second-half substitutes 
secured the victory for 
Mallaig in the end. David 
Currie came o�  the bench to 
score a brace, before he set 
up fellow sub Tom Ben� eld, 
whose well placed header 
made it 4-0 to Mallaig.

This was a great result on 
the road for Mallaig as they 
continue their 100 per cent 
start to the league season.

Kyle             2
Mallaig           10

Ross Cup

Dignan’s international 
exploits matched by 
British series wins

Ben Dignan. 

It has been a great start to the 
season for Lochaber trials 
rider Ben Dignan, who has 
� rmly stamped his mark on 
the youth trials scene, not just 
in Britain but across Europe 
and the rest of the world.

� e 16-year-old form Roy 
Bridge is looking to build 
on his promising start to 
the season a� er notching up 
another top four � nish in the 
European championships and 
securing an incredible top 10 
place in the world champion-
ships. Not only that, but the 
youth rider followed up these 
results with commanding 
victories in the British series, 
keeping possession of the 
leader’s plate.

Having secured a podium 
� nish in the � rst round, 
Dignan was hopeful of a 
similar result in round two 
of the FIM Europe Trial 
Championship youth class 
in the heat at Monza, Italy, in 
April. Despite his best e� orts, 
Dignan was unable to squeeze 
into the top three but was 
content with his fourth place 
� nish. � e result leaves him 
in third place in the overall 
standings ahead of round 
three in August.

Dignan has also been 
competing at global level and 
took part in the � rst round of 
the FIM World Series in Italy. 
� is FIM 125cc class is not 
a youth class but a capacity 
class and is hotly contested, 

Ben Dignan in action in the FIM World Series in Italy back in April. 

with an upper age limit of 
21. Although happy with his 
eighth-place � nish, Dignan 
was looking to break into 
the top � ve and although he 
missed round two in Japan 
last weekend, he will get an-
other crack at the world’s best 
in a week in the Netherlands 
for round three.

Slightly closer to home, 
Dignan secured a great win 
in the second round of the 
British trials series, 125 class, 
in Wales. He managed to 
extended his lead in his class 
with wins on both days at 
the Tynemouth Trial, which 
formed rounds three and four 
of the series. � ese crucial 
wins mean he holds on to 

the leader’s plate ahead of the 
next round in Devon.

In this time, Dignan has 
seen a change in coach as his 
previous mentor le�  to work 
in the USA. Neil Dawson has 

kindly stepped in to coach 
Dignan at this point of the 
season.

� e Lochaber rider had a 
rare weekend o�  last week 
before heading to Devon 

for the British series this 
weekend, then he’s o�  to the 
Netherlands and Belgium the 
two consecutive weeks a� er 
that for the next rounds of the 
world series.
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