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Mortgage win for mum

Oban golfer Bob MacIntyre was the 
talk of the town at the weekend a� er 
a thrilling � nish saw him nearly win 
his � rst European Tour competition.

Le� -hander Bob � nished eagle- 
birdie in the closing round of the 
£3 million Betfred British Masters, 
which saw him tied for second.

It was a remarkable achievement 
for the 22-year-old Glencruitten Golf 
Club member in his rookie season 
on the European Tour. It was also 
a signi� cant pay day for the player, 
netting Bob around £225,000.

For the full story, turn to the back 
page.

A bidding war broke out 
over Barcaldine’s ‘extremely 
sought-a� er’ Sealife 
Sanctuary site, but the 
ultimate winner was Gael 
Force Fusion.

Bids came in from a range 
of interested buyers, said 
land agent Galbraith, which 
remained tight-lipped about 
their identities and how 
much the successful bidder 
paid for the former visitor 
attraction.

A  garden centre and a 
forest funpark are thought 
to have been among the 
bidders vying for the 
sanctuary, closed by Merlin 
Entertainments last October 
with the loss of 11 jobs.

A spokesperson for 
Galbraith, which managed 
the sale on behalf of Merlin, 
said: ‘� is was an extremely 
sought-a� er site resulting 
in us setting a closing date 
and we are delighted with 
the outcome for our client, 
and that a local business has 
bene� ted. Clearly there is a 
need for premises like these 
in this area.’

But for Gael Force Fusion 
managing director, Stewart 
Graham, purchasing the site 
means more investment and 
new jobs for the area.

Bidding war 
over Sealife 
Sanctuary

Masters class 
act from Bob

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

An Oban mother is celebrating 
mortgage freedom this week 
a� er winning a national prize 
draw run by Bank of Scotland.

First-time buyer Helen 
Ballantyne applied for her 
£140,000 mortgage last 
November and was over the 
moon when the bank got in 
touch to say her application 

had been successful. On 
completion of the paperwork, 
the 31-year-old mother of one 
entered the ‘one of a kind’ 
newly launched competition 
which promised to pay o�  
three customers’ mortgages in 
full.

Helen, who works with 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
said: ‘I � lled in the paperwork 
for the competition and then 
promptly forgot about it.

‘I was so excited that my 
mortgage had been approved 
and that I could a� ord to buy a 
three-bedroom house in Oban 
with a garden and car park.

‘When my mortgage adviser 
Laura phoned in April this year 
to say I had won something in 
the competition I thought per-
haps it would be an Easter egg, 
or at best one of the 100 prizes 
of £1,000 in cash.

‘I had to try really hard to 

stop myself pinning my hopes 
on winning £1,000 and try 
mentally not to spend it.’

Helen didn’t know exactly 
what she had won until she 
went into the branch for the 
presentation and received her 
cheque for £137,613.00.

� e prize means that Helen 
will no longer have to make 
monthly payments for the next 
30 years.

‘It’s unbelievable. I don’t 

think I have properly processed 
it yet,’ she added.

‘To have that extra money 
each month will be amazing.’

Helen lives in Oban with her 
� ve-year-old daughter and her 
partner Duncan Aitken, who 
spotted the house for sale in 
the � rst place.

‘I had been living with my 
parents since moving up from 
Manchester in 2017 and didn’t
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think I was ever going to � nd 
an a� ordable three-bedroom 
house to buy,’ she said.

‘Not only did I � nd one, I 
had a mortgage approved and 
then won the money to pay it 
o�  all in six months. Amazing.

‘� e whole thing is life 
changing, not just for me but 
it’s security for my little girl. 
She doesn’t really understand 
it but is already spending 
the money: she wants more 
pokey hats and a buzzy electric 
toothbrush.’

Helen herself plans to make 
some improvements to the 
house and perhaps go on a big 
family holiday next year.

Halifax and Bank of 
Scotland customers were 
eligible for the competition if 
they applied for a qualifying 
mortgage between November 
5 and December 30, 2018. � e 
other two winners came from 
Kings Lynn and Sutton.

Bank of Scotland has 
announced a second prize 
draw for those applying for a 
qualifying mortgage between 
April 8 and June 23.

Mum Helen 
wins her 
mortgage

Russell makes helping 
others his life mission
A young Oban man whose 
drug addictions led him 
down a criminal pathway has 
turned his life around and is 
now helping others.

Russell MacLennan, 30, le�  
Oban High School at the age 
of 16 before joining the Argyll 
and Southern Highlanders.

Four years in the army failed 
to make an impression on the 
troubled teenager, however, 
and Russell was discharged at 
the age of 21.

During a frank and honest 
interview with � e Oban 
Times, Russell admitted: ‘I had 
a bit of a hectic life when I was 
younger and spent a lot of my 
time partying and doing drugs.

‘I just want to make that clear. 
I really have to tell the truth 
as there are folk who actually 
fought and did their bit.’

� ings didn’t get much better 
for Russell and his life began to 

Russell MacLennan spent part of last summer helping out 
some of the poorer townships in South Africa.

spiral out of control, ultimately 
leading to a jail sentence in 
2012.

� ree years ago, still des-
perately looking for a ‘way 
out’,  Russell phoned his mum, 
Agnes, and asked if he could go 
home. His parents agreed and, 
on his return, she gave him a 
small Bible. ‘I had never really 

believed in any religion before 
but reading the Bible seemed to 
open up my mind,’ he said.

‘From there a path unfolded 
and it took me on this incred-
ible journey.’

Russell, who has two children, 
Kayla, 10, and Daniel, two, 
joined Oban Baptist Church 
and has been using his own 

story to help other people.
Last year Russell attended a 

school with Christian mission-
ary organisation Iris Global in 
South Africa and he is currently 
raising funds to attend another 
one this summer.

‘Last year I attended many 
lessons and teachings with 
Christian principles to enable 
me to counsel people who have 
been a� ected by deep trauma 
and to help children who su� er 
from neglect,’ he explained.

‘We also spent part of our 
week doing practical mission 
work where we were able to go 
into the poor townships and 
work in conjunction with the 
local police chief to create a safe 
environment for the children to 
come and play.

‘We would teach the children 
in di� erent subjects and try to 
train them up in good morals 
in a bid to stop the cycle of 
drugs and violence.’

� is year Russell hopes 
to continue his training in 

Scotland before heading o�  to 
Israel and Madagascar.

‘Life is good now and I am 
just taking every chance I get to 
better myself and help others,’ 
he added.

Russell also trains with 
Oban MMA and recently 
tasted success competing at 
the Edinburgh open jui jitsu, 
winning a gold and a silver in 
his weight class. 

‘I have been going to MMA 
for the past two years. Coach 
Coogie Potter has played a huge 
role in helping me turn my life 
around, along with my mum 
and dad [Ian].’

Russell works as a labourer 
for McLaren of Craig Plant 
Hire and Contracting who have 
said they will hold his job for 
him for the two months he will 
be away. He has already paid his 
travel expenses.

To contribute to Russell’s 
funding can do so at www.
justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
russell-maclennan-1

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Ashton Matthews with mum Jemma Campbell and Oban � re� ghters who called in at 
Sunday’s bake sale.

Coins for cakes smash fundraising target
Sweet-toothed supporters at a 
big bake sale helped smash an 
Oban family’s £500 fundrais-
ing goal in aid of the National 
Deaf Children’s Society.

Fire� ghter colleagues 
of three-year-old Ashton 
Matthews’s mum Jemma 
Campbell were just some of 
the people who turned up 
to swap coins for cakes at 

the Pipe Band Hall in Shore 
Street on Sunday.

Trade was brisk for Jemma 
and her army of helpers and 
bakers – boosted by a dona-
tion of goodies le� over from 
Dunbeg school’s spring fair 
the day before.

‘� ank you to every one for 
showing such support,’ said 
Jemma.

� e sale on the day made 
£530 plus another £190 and 
rising from the family’s 
Justgiving page at just-
g iv ing.com/f u nd ra ising /
jemma-campbell1.

� e bake sale was organised 
as a thank you to the charity 
for funding Ashton’s fam-
ily members to learn basic 
British Sign Language.
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POLICE FILES
� Between May 5 and May 
6 a dinghy was damaged 
while berthed at the North 
Pier, Oban. Police are 
investigating the incident.
� About 2pm on Wednesday 
May 8, a 26-year-old man 
was stopped and searched 
outside Oban Sheri�  
Court.  He was allegedly 
found to be in possession 
of a quantity of cannabis 
and was charged with the 
o� ence. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
� About 11.30am on 
Wednesday April 24, 
cosmetics and toiletries 
were stolen from Superdrug 
and Boots in George Street, 
Oban. Police are investigat-
ing.
� Between April 1 and May 
9, a quantity of lead and a 

petrol generator were stolen 
from a site at Baligrundle on 
Lismore.
� Police are investigating 
after an elderly woman was 
the victim of a telephone 
fraud scheme where a caller 
pretended to be a bank 
employee and persuaded 
her to transfer a large 
sum of money to a bogus 
account. Police would like to 
remind people to be extra 
vigilant of callers either 
on the phone or via email 
requesting any activity 
around accounts or personal 
details.
� About 11.15pm on Friday 
May 10, a resident in Camus 
Road, Dunbeg, reported 
a man allegedly trying to 
open his front door before 
making o�  towards the 
water when disturbed. The 

man is described as 18 to 30 
years of age, slim, wearing a 
blue hooded top.
� Around 8.30pm on Sunday 
May 12, police were called to 
Cuan Mhor, George Street, 
Oban, after a man allegedly 
became verbally abusive to 
sta�  and threw a pint glass 
at the bar which smashed 
in the service area.  A 
35-year-old man was later 
traced and charged with the 
o� ences. A report will be 
submitted to the procurator 
� scal.
� If any member of the 
public has information in 
relation to the above, or to 
any incident, they can con-
tact their local police station 
on telephone number 101, 
or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

� A North Connel couple 
celebrated their diamond 
wedding anniversary recently 
(Wednesday May 8). Ann 
and Ken MacLeod marked 
being married for 60 years at 
a special event  the weekend 
before. Their daughter, Eleanor 
Fisher, said: 'This photograph 
shows them at a lunch party on 
Saturday May 4 at the Manor 
House in Oban with some of 
their family. They have � ve 
children, 13 grandchildren and 
10 great grandchildren.'

From page one
� e marine and aquacul-

ture equipment manufactur-
er currently leases premises 
nearby from Scottish Sea 
Farms whose freshwater 
team will now take over 
the building as part of its 
overall hatchery facilities. Its 
processing and packaging 
facility will remain at its 
South Shian site.

A planning application 
for change of use is being 
prepared by the buyer to 
submit to Argyll and Bute 
Council.

Mr Graham said the 
investment is supporting 
a current workforce of 22 
highly skilled people in the 
Oban area and, subject to 
necessary consents, will be 
seeking to create a further 
eight jobs.

� e move means Gael 
Force Fusion will be able 
to continue with its plans 
to invest in innovative � sh 
farm pen systems, research 
and development, technical 
design and manufacturing 
for customers.

Bidding war 
over Sealife 
Sanctuary

Family heartbroken 
after fatal dog attack
What should have been a 
pleasant walk on a lovely 
spring evening turned into 
every dog-lover’s nightmare 
for a Benderloch resident.

Sarah Black was enjoying 
time on little Tralee beach on 
Friday May 3 with her 10-year-
old Jack Russell, Eddi, and 
eight-year-old Jack Russell/
Labrador cross, Silas, when 
Eddi was attacked by two large 
dogs being walked on a lead by 
their male owner.

On spotting the little white 
and tan bitch, however, the 
dogs, thought to be Labrador 
types, made a beeline for Eddi, 
pulling the man supposedly in 
control with them.

Eddi su� ered devastating 
injuries to her tummy and was 
rushed immediately to Oban 
Vets where she underwent 
surgery to her abdomen on the 
Saturday morning.

Happy times for Eddi while exploring the Highlands.

Despite making a valiant 
attempt to hang on, the little 
dog died later that day, leaving 
Sarah, her family and Silas 
heartbroken.

Unable to talk about the 
incident until days later, Sarah 
decided to speak out last week, 
if only to make sure other dog 
owners and their pets do not 
go through the same traumatic 

experience. ‘I still can’t take it 
all in, it was absolutely awful,’ 
she said.

‘I had Silas on his lead but 
Eddi had a good temperament 
and wasn’t aggressive at all 
with other dogs.

‘When these two started 
running towards her barking, 
she just sat down and watched 
them coming.

‘� ey pushed her onto her 
back and the yellow one (the 
other being dark in colour) just 
started laying into her. All I 
could do was scream and shout 
because I had Silas with me and 
didn’t want to drag him into it 
too.

‘� e owner tried to get them 
o�  but got bitten on the hand 
in the process. Poor Eddi tried 
to � ght back but they just kept 
pushing her over onto her back 
again, it was horri� c to watch.’

A man in a boat came to help 
and managed to get Eddi away 
but by this time the damage 
had been done.

‘I can’t praise the Oban 
Veterinary Surgeons enough, 
in particular John Blom� eld, 
who was on call that weekend,’ 
she added.

‘A� er the surgery it looked 
for a while like she would pull 
through but she was so tired 
and gave up her � ght in the 
a� ernoon.

‘What makes me feel even 

worse is that I got Eddi as a res-
cue dog when she was around 
eight months old. She had been 
bullied when she was a puppy 
and she ended her life being 
bullied as well.

‘If nothing else, I hope this 
story will serve as a lesson to 
other dog owners. If you have 
an aggressive dog, they should 
be muzzled at the very least.

‘People should also make 
sure they can keep control of 
their dogs and be aware, if they 
are bringing them on holiday, 
that their dogs may behave 
di� erently in an environment 
they are not familiar with.’

‘Eddi and Silas are part of the 
family and this has been a huge 
blow to everyone,’ said Sarah’s 
daughter, Louise McLaughlin.

Police are appealing for wit-
nesses or for anyone who may 
know the identity of the owner 
of the two dogs to contact 
them on 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Woodland Trust engagement o�  cer Eilidh Mair and site 
manager Ross Watson, left, answered questions from Carl 
Farm, Lorn History Group, and Oban residents Deborah 
Gray and Carolyn Theobold.

Dunollie custodians 
want to go native
Woodland Trust Scotland 
(WTS) is in for a busy time 
over the next few months as 
work to improve safety and 
access at Dunollie Woods gets 
under way.

� e UK’s largest conservation 
charity took over management 
of the 80-acre ancient wood-
land on the northern edge of 
Oban back in February.

Last � ursday’s drop-in 
at the Corran Halls gave 
members of the community a 
chance to � nd out more about 
the general plans and to voice 

their thoughts directly to the 
Woodland Trust.

‘We are still very much at the 
planning stages and the rest of 
this year will be spent carrying 
out litter clearance, path and 
fence repairs and replacement, 
strimming and general tidy-
ing,’ said WTS site manager 
Ross Watson. ‘We will then be 
looking to eradicate invasive 
non-native species and replace 
them with native trees which 
support a spectacular range of 
plants, ferns, mosses, lichens 
and � owers.’

New ‘normal’ sees 
George take plunge
Four swimmers will take on 
four rivers in four capitals over 
four seasons to raise funds and 
awareness for mental health.

George Gray’s life was 
changed forever in October 
2014 when police knocked on 
his door to inform him, and his 
wife Vicky, that their 20-year-
old son James had taken his 
own life.

� e immediate a� ermath 
was surreal, to say the least.

� ere was a funeral to 
organise. ‘What was I doing 
organising a funeral for my 
20-year-old son?’ asks George.

‘I had a darling wife and 
another son, Euan, to take care 
of and needed to ensure I kept 
a� oat myself.’

George was reassured by wise 
words from a friend who told 
him: ‘It is like carrying a heavy 
rucksack. It doesn’t get any 
lighter, you get stronger.’

Little did he realise at the 
time how true those words 
were.

James was in his second 
year at St Andrews University 
when he died. His family 
believe he was high function-
ing Asbergers and had been 
struggling with ‘normal’ life 
for some time.

George is telling his story 
now to raise Mental Health 
Awareness and to support the 
work of MIND, the charity of 

the year for Volkswagen UK, 
where George works as an area 
manager, SAMH and Inspire.

‘I have had some really good 
support from my work and my 
colleagues so it’s good that I 
can give something back,’ he 
added.

‘You don’t get over the death 
of a child; you have to get used 
to the new normal. My family 
and work, among others, have 
all been part of that.’

For George, part of the ‘new 

normal’ is cold water swim-
ming with Oban Sea and Loch 
Swimmers, ensuring he has a 
good diet, and his faith.

In doing the Four Rivers 
Challenge he hopes to raise 
awareness of mental health 
issues as well as highlighting 
the bene� ts of cold water 
swimming.

On Saturday May 25, George, 
with fellow cold water enthusi-
asts Lisa Kirkbright, Alex Rose 
and Luke Ayers, will travel to 
Port Edgar in Edinburgh to 
kick o�  the challenge in the 
Firth of Forth (1.1km). On 
August 10 the quartet will 
cross the Irish sea, in a boat, 
for the Belfast leg of the chal-
lenge which sees them swim 
the Lagen (0.7km). � e Ta�  
(0.8km), Cardi� , is next up on 
October 12 before the grand 
� nale on December 7 in the 
Serpentine (0.5km), London.

If you would like to contrib-
ute, visit uk.virginmoneygiv-
ing.com/GeorgeGray5

George Gray following a training swim in Loch Feochan.

Rock� eld progress creates party atmosphere
� ere was a buzz around the 
Rock� eld Centre last Friday 
as a celebration to mark the 
start of the refurbishment 
took place.

Representatives from 
architects Page\Park, TSL 
Contractors and the major 
funders were there to answer 
any queries and share their 
vision for the new commu-
nity hub, while councillors 
and local VIPs also popped 
along to the event which ran 
throughout the day.

Gordon McNab, Oban 
Community Trust chairman, 
commented: ‘It’s been four 
years since we got the keys 

to the old Rock� eld Primary 
School and it’s great just to 
be able to say to folk that the 
work on the main building is 
now under way.

‘It has been a lot of hard 
work and there have been 
a lot of twists and turns 
along the way, but it’s a huge 
achievement and it will be 
great for people to now see 
the progress.

‘� ere is still a lot of work 
le�  to do but we can now see 
an end.’

Integral to raising funds 
was a community shares o� er 
from which   £210,000 was 
raised from supporters of the 

project both within the town 
and further a� eld.

One of many who pur-
chased shares was Elizabeth 
Smith from Glasgow who 
travelled up for Friday’s cel-
ebration. She told us: ‘I have 
been coming to Oban since I 
was 12 years old and now my 
daughter lives here.

‘I have had lots of happy 
times here over those years 
and just wanted to be able to 
give something back.’

Members of the public 
turned out in droves to � nd 
out more with all enjoying a 
wonderful spread provided 
by Hope Kitchen.

VIPs joined in the celebrations at the Rock� eld Centre last Friday.

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Call us today:
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Save time and hassle
Cairngorm will be with you from conception,
through construction, to completion of your
home improvement project.

Adam
Anya

Lucas
Lysanne

Victor

Joiner

Joiner

Glazier & Glasscutter

Installation Coordinator

Quality & Systems

TRUST TEAM 
CAIRNGORM
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Dunbeg parent Ellie Cooper magics up fun and games at 
the spring fair.

School fair fundraiser 
works its magic touch
Hogwarts came to Dunbeg 
Primary School at the 
weekend.

Parent Ellie Cooper waved 
her magic wand to turn herself 
into Professor Sybill Trelawney 
for Saturday’s spring fair, 
taking charge of a wizard chal-

lenge to help raise funds. � e 
Harry Potter-type challenge 
was just one of the many stalls 
keeping everyone entertained, 
and the hook-a-duck also had 
youngsters lining up.

� e day made £2,300 in aid of 
school funds.

Oban lifeboat was called to 
assist a yacht with engine fail-
ure that was also becalmed in 
the Firth of Lorne with two 
people on board on Monday.

 Unfortunately for the crew 

of the yacht, there was no 
wind to sail to an appropriate 
location and the lifeboat was 
tasked to assist. � e lifeboat 
towed the yacht to the North 
Pier Pontoons in Oban.

Oban lifeboat goes to aid stricken yacht

Celebrations for 
memorial to love
A memorial to love high 
above Taynuilt has its � rst 
wedding booked.

A mystery couple, planning 
a surprise for family and 
friends, have been in secret 
talks with those behind 
Deirdre’s Shieling, making 
the memorial’s � rst anni-
versary next month a double 
celebration.

Sam MacDonald, who built 
the memorial with help from 
friends and supporters as a 
ful� llment of a promise to his 
late wife Evelyn, is overjoyed.

� e shieling is a legacy to an 
ancient love story that stole 
the couple’s hearts.

� e special weekend will 
start on Friday June 21 
with a private and poignant 
ceremony up at the shieling, 
1,500�  on Beinn Ghlas over-
looking Glen Etive, for the 

installation of a Celtic-knot 
bench and reinstallation of 
the bell, when much-loved 
artist Evelyn’s ashes will be 
scattered.

� e public is then invited 
along to the Corran Halls 
Studio � eatre at 5pm 
for a seminar about the 
12th-century Glenmasan 

Manuscript telling the love 
story of Deirdre and Naoise, 
two young runaways who � ed 
from Ireland to escape an an-
gry king and found happiness 
– for a time – in Glen Etive.

Professor Ruraidh 
O’Huiginn from Dublin will 
give the seminar and the 
National Library of Scotland 

is making a facsimile  copy of 
the original manuscript for 
people to see at the event.

� e original manuscript, 
which gives the most com-
plete account of Deirdre and 
Naoise’s story, was found in 
Dalavich in a chimney space 
in the 1700s and passed 
through several hands, 
including a Kilchrenan 
minister’s, before ending up 
in possession of the National 
Library, which would like the 
copy back to reuse for educa-
tional purposes.

Celebrations continue on 
Saturday June 22 at 2.30pm 
with a free concert at St John’s 
Cathedral, Oban, for the UK 
premier of the Glenmasan 
Concerto, performed by the 
Glasgow Wind Orchestra.

� e piece will be conducted 
by its Swiss composer Marc 
Jeanbourquin, whose imagi-
nation was caught by Deirdre 
and Naoise’s romantic tale.

Sculptor David F Wilson works on the three-legged Celtic 
Bench to be installed at the Deirdre and Naoise Sheiling. 

Alan Chapman in the shark’s mouth faces wet sponges at Taynuilt Primary spring fair 
and, below, parent Claire Brown paints faces.

Super soaking fun at Taynuilt spring fair
Youngsters from Taynuilt 
Primary School will be go-
ing to the panto in Glasgow 
this year – oh yes, they will!

A spring fair organised 
by the Friends of Taynuilt 
Primary on Saturday made 
£900 towards funding the 
trip in November.

Friends’ chairperson 
Charlotte Re�  n said: ‘As 
a small school, we were 
pleased with the total.   � e 
atmosphere on Saturday was 
brilliant, very relaxed and 
chilled. 

‘We try to fund a panto 
trip to Glasgow every � ve 
years so that all the children 
have a chance of going at 

some point in their time at 
primary.’

Just recently the Friends 
refurbished the school 
library, and they have also 
created a loose bits area 

where children safely create 
their own play things.

Over the next few years, 
the Friends will be focusing 
on revamping the main 
playground.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Boarding at Lomond School, 
Helensburgh

A place to 
call home. 

NEW TRAVEL SERVICES 
AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA FOR 
WEEKLY BOARDING

Join us at our Information Morning in Oban
Date:  Saturday 1st June, 2019
Time:  10am - 12pm
Location:  Perle Oban Hotel, Station Square, Oban, PA34 5RT

To book an appointment or for more info. contact events@lomondschool.com
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If you go down to Mull’s 
Tiroran woods this summer 
you’ll be sure of a big surprise, 
writes Kathie Gri�ths.

Knitted, crocheted and 
stitched animals have moved 
in to the area as part of a 
UK-wide voluntary arts Get 
Creative Festival.

Sunday May 19 sees the 
launch of the summer display 
of woolly creatures sent in 
from all over the island and 
Scotland a�er an appeal for 
contributions.

�e best way to access the 
forest is from the B8035 in 
Glen Seilisdeir, says Emily 

Wilkins, one of the South 
Mull Rangers organising 
the event along with Monica 
Haddock from Ardalanish 
Isle of Mull Weavers.

‘We’ve had about 180 
creatures sent in. It has really 
caught people’s imaginations 
and I hope it will encourage 
people to explore our com-
munity forest at Tiroran.’

On Sunday you can help 
weave a giant tapestry from 
woodland �nds, relax in a 
giant hammock, help plant 
new native trees, explore 
the forest in a quiz trail and 
have a go at making an eagle 

egg from wool. Activities 
run from 10am to 5pm and 
include spoon carving, a 
free drama workshop and 
storytelling sessions. Go to 
Facebook and search Woollen 
Woods Creative Celebration, 
being hosted by South Mull 
Rangers.

Felted funghi, a family of 
Blue Tits who have migrated 
from woollen woods on 
Arran, tweed mice and fuzzy 
buzzy bumblebees made by 
children at Iona Primary 
School’s a�er-school nature 
club are among creations 
waiting to be discovered.

The family of Blue Tits from Arran.

Helen Murray made this needle felted 
fairy using local wood, complete with 
underwear and shoes.

Ladybirds sent in by Valerie Fielding. Allyson Langthorne added this adder.

Mull’s woollen woods 
have feel-good factor

Oban RNLI crew and fund-
raising volunteers were at the 
town’s M&S store this week to 
say thank you for support.

Volunteers spent four 
days at the front of the store 
collecting funds and talking 
to people about water safety, 

raising £1,053.18. �e stand 
also recruited one more po-
tential volunteer fundraiser 
and took details of someone 
interested in joining the crew.

Oban RNLI chairman Mike 
Robertson said: ‘It’s been a 
fantastic e�ort. �ank you 

to all the people who gave so 
generously to help save lives 
at sea. We are thrilled to be 
M&S’s chosen charity of the 
year.’

M&S are selling the chari-
ty’s yellow welly pin badges at 
its tills.

Oban RNLI crew and fundraisers with M&S store sta�.

Store customers support sea charity

Paddle Steamer Waverley has regrettably 
been withdrawn from service and will not 
operate any of her sailing programme for 
the �rst time in 45 years.

Work on the ship’s boilers has been 
ongoing since February and following 
extensive consultation and investigation 
it has been concluded that the boilers 
must be replaced if Waverley is to have a 
future and sail in 2020.

Waverley Excursions manager Paul 
Semple said: ‘�e whole Waverley team is 
deeply disappointed that we are unable to 
repair the ship’s boilers and operate this 
season despite every e�ort being made to 
overcome the challenges presented.

‘I know �rst-hand the fondness that 
the general public have for Waverley 
and I know this news will be disap-
pointing for the tens of thousands of 
passengers who would have sailed with 
us this year around the UK.

�e withdrawal of Waverley will be 
felt by the many coastal communities 
she visits on her annual programme. 
A recent economic impact survey 
concluded that Waverley contributes 
more than £5.6 million to the UK 
economy. Donations can be made by 
visiting waverleyexcursions.co.uk or 
calling 0141 243 2224 or by texting 
STEAM followed by your chosen 
amount £10 or £20 to 70085.

PS Waverley will 
not sail this year

Get on board with Oban Sailing Club
Try dinghy sailing, power-
boating, yachting and rowing 
all for free in Oban this 
Saturday.

Oban Sailing Club is push-
ing the boat out at the special 
event on May 18 to get more 

people of all ages out and 
about enjoying the water.
People are invited to go along 
to the club in Gallanach Road 
any time between 10am and 
4pm to have a go.

From noon until 2pm there 

will be face painting and the 
lifeboat will also be putting in 
an appearance.

‘Come and have a go or 
have a chat with us about our 
summer courses,’ said a club 
spokesperson.
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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To enter, send 
separate entries 

(in the same 
envelope) 
with your 

name, address, 
telephone 

number and 
email address to 
Scottish Field 
Competitions, 

Fettes Park, 496 
Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh 
EH5 2DL 
or enter at 

www.
scottish�eld.

co.uk. 
Closing 

date, unless 
otherwise 
stated, is 

30 June 2019. 
Winners 

drawn from all 
competitions 
also enter a 
prize to win 
a bottle of 

Whitetail Gin.
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We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
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competitionsOFFERS &
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO  

THE 179TH ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

To win a pair of tickets just answer the following question:  
What age of children can go free to the Royal Highland Show?

Preparations are well underway for 
the 179th Royal Highland Show, 
taking place from the 20 - 23 June 
2019 at the Royal Highland Centre 
in Edinburgh.

A celebration of the country’s 
best in farming, food and rural 
life, the four-day event, supported 
by the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
provides the best opportunity to 
get up close to farmyard animals, 
sample exceptional food and drink 
and experience rural living at its 
most vibrant. 

With a dedicated forestry area, 
an award-winning farrier display, 
a bustling countryside area, rural 
crafts, a huge range of farm 
machinery and a dazzling array of 
food and drink, there’s something 
for everyone from every walk of life.

Children aged 15 and under go free with an accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery Centre is a must visit for 
curious youngsters looking to discover more about the countryside and where their food comes from. This year, it will 
come alive with a cooking workshop, live demonstrations and interactive sessions.

Visitors can also witness record breaking attempts in the Forestry Arena with the Scottish Pole Climbing and Utility 
Pole Climbing Championships taking place alongside thrilling bike displays and forestry demonstrations. In addition, a 
packed programme of music and entertainment will keep the whole family happy.

Proud to display Scotland’s traditional skills, visitors will marvel at the skilfulness of competitors as the show plays host 
to the Scottish Open Farriery Championship horse-shoeing and shoe-making competitions. 

This year, the spotlight will also be on the iconic Clydesdale Horse in celebration of the power behind farming at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

For foodies, a visit to Scotland’s Larder Live! is an absolute must, offering a chance to taste new and exciting artisan 
food and drink from across Scotland. Visitors can also catch the line-up of some of Scotland’s greatest chefs and see the 
results of this year’s Scottish Bread, Cheese, Butter and Ice Cream Championships unfold. 

Extensive shopping opportunities lie in the Show’s 13th avenue arcade, where shoppers will be spoiled for choice with 
the exceptional array of country fare on offer including pet accessories, jewellery, arts and crafts and garden furniture. 

The Royal Highland Show truly has something for everyone – so come and join us for a unique and hugely enjoyable 
day out!  

NB: Closing date for entries is May 31 2019. 
Five winners will each receive two adult tickets valid for entry on any single day to the 2019 Royal Highland Show between the dates of 20 June 2019 – 23 June 2019.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT DALMAHOY HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Redeemable for the prize stated, dates subject to availability. Reservations to be made in advance.
Drinks with dinner include a bottle of house wine or soft drinks. Prize must be redeemed by end August 2019. 

The newly-refurbished Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, an idyllic four-star 
hotel on the outskirts of Edinburgh, is celebrating its gorgeous revamp 
by giving one Scottish Field reader the chance to win a dinner, bed and 
breakfast overnight stay for two in one of the hotel’s opulent suites.

The lucky winner will also enjoy a Champagne afternoon tea as part 
of their stay. Breakfast and a complimentary three-course meal with 

drinks will be served at the hotel’s Pentland Restaurant, an authentically 
Scottish restaurant overlooking the golf course, acres of parkland and 
views to Edinburgh Castle.

Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, which lies just seven miles from 
Edinburgh’s city centre, recently completed a major refurbishment, 
unveiled in spring 2019.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What is the name of Dalmahoy’s restaurant?

Links House is a 5-star, award-winning luxury hotel & fine dining 
restaurant with the charm, grace and elegance of the world’s finest 
boutique hotels, adjacent to the first tee at Royal Dornoch Golf Club.  The 
fifteen bedrooms at Links House are named after important salmon rivers 
of the Highlands. In the main house, built in 1843, you will find bespoke 

historic rooms. Just across the putting green, The Mews hosts suites, each 
complete with full bath and walk-in shower, as well as comfortable sitting 
area. The new Glenshiel hosts five luxury suites with spacious rooms, 
generous sitting areas, and luxurious bathrooms. Links House affords 
guests the opportunity to look deeper into the Highlands.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
In which year was the main house at Links House built?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A DELUXE ROOM WITH FULL  

SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AT LINKS HOUSE, DORNOCH
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Anyone wanting a taste of the 
good life can rent a vegetable 
bed from community growers 
near Taynuilt.

Organic Lorn Growers is in 
its seventh growing season on 
the site of a former nursery 
on Barguillean estate, Glen 
Lonan, and have spaces to � ll.

� irty � ve members have 
signed up so far. � e youngest 
grower is just four years old 
and the oldest is nearly 80.

Growing experience is not 
essential but a commitment to 
staying organic, reusing and 
recycling wherever possible, 
and caring for the beds-to-
hire in seven of the group’s 
polytunnels is needed, says 
Lorn Growers chairman 
Marlyn Turbitt.

Although every council has 
a duty to provide allotment 
spaces if it can, the nearest 
sites are about 50 miles away.

Right: Organic Lorn grower 
Vicki Milway in the orchard.

Marlyn Turbitt gets hands on at Lorn Organic 
Growers.There’s always a warm welcome for growers at Taynuilt’s polytunnels.

Vicki Milway from North 
Connel has been helping keep 
the spare vegetable  beds weed 
free until they get takers.

‘It’s such a lovely place to 
get away to. It’s rewarding 
too, growing your own food. 
We’ve learned a lot from peo-
ple since we started. People 
are happy to share time and 
advice, passing on tips as well 
as seeds and any surpluses,’ 
she said.

‘Getting your hands dirty as 
a grower is a great relaxation 
therapy,’ she added.

Another big bene� t is 
the warm climate in the 
polytunnels that are at least 
ten to 15 degrees warmer 
than the Argyll weather out-
side. During last summer’s 
heatwave, the thermometer 
peaked in the 50s.

From kales to aubergines, 
Jerusalem artichokes to kiwi 
fruits, crops at the plots are 
keeping the initiative in top 
health.

Yearly rent per bed is £10, 

Organic 
growers 
want you

with £1 membership plus a 
grower’s fee towards keeping 
the project, with its ground 
soaking water system, run-
ning. � ere is a composting 
toilet on site.

Funding has helped grow 
the project which has now 
stopped expanding. Taynuilt 
Medical Practice, Tesco’s bag 
initiative and Carraghael 
wind farm have all been 
‘amazing’ supporters, said 
Marlyn.

Being in such a remote 
spot can leave the tunnels 
exposed to wild weather. 
High winds have whipped o�  
the polythene a few times, but 
community workdays have 
put it right.

� e old nursery site, once 
run by Sam MacDonald, also 
has a blossoming orchard, 
with plans to put in benches 
and tables for growers to 
enjoy.

Anyone interested in 
becoming an organic Lorn 
grower should email lornor-
ganicgrowers@gmail.com

Stunning Oban is looking its best

In my humble opinion, May 
must be one of the most 
beautiful months on the 
west coast of Scotland and 
this year in particular is 
stunning.

I’ve been up and down on 
the train to Glasgow a lot 
recently and it really is one of 
the most beautiful train jour-
neys anywhere, but drawing 
into Oban just as the sun is 
setting could almost make 
you cry it’s so lovely.

I’ve got my � ngers, toes and 
eyes crossed that this fabulous 
weather will last into June, not 
least for Oban Live in three 
weeks.

� is weekend is going to be 
really busy starting on Friday 
with a small cruise ship called 
Le Champlain visiting Oban, 
and on Saturday we get even 
busier.

First of all, at 8am, we’ll all 
be down at the pontoons, 
bright-eyed and bushy-
tailed, to welcome the Costa 
Mediterranea to Oban. 

She’s one of the biggest ships 
to call this year and can hold 
more than 2,000 passengers 
and 900 crew, so we’ll be 
handing out lots of lea� ets 
and maps, and directing pas-
sengers until our arms can’t 
point anymore.

I’m hoping that by noon the 
majority of the passengers 
will be ashore and here for 
our � rst Oban Pride which 
gathers in Station Square at 
11.30am and then parades 
along the Esplanade and 
� nishes outside Markie Dans. 
If I’m not too busy I may even 
get to join in.

Even if I don’t get to join the 
parade there will be plenty to 
see and do later, with a full 
day of fun for all the family 
in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls and the grand � nale, 
the Rainbow Ball, in the same 
venue in the evening.

It doesn’t stop there.
On Sunday I’m delighted as 

I get to combine two of my 
favourite things. Oban Pride 
are hosting an a� ernoon tea 
from 1.30pm until 4pm in 
the Argyllshire followed by a 
screening of Priscilla, Queen 

of the Desert at 5pm in Oban 
Phoenix Cinema. 

What a lovely way to spend a 
Sunday a� ernoon.

Last week’s photograph 
was taken from the viewing 
platform at McCaig’s Tower, a 
view that never gets old, and 
this week’s photo is slightly 
more central and part of an 
important local building.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showroom and get inspired! 
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Add space and value to
your home with a Cairngorm 
conservatory or sunroom 

NEED MORE
ROOM?
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Park Primary School has 
received its eighth Green 
Flag Award from Eco 
Schools Scotland, part of 
the Keep Scotland Beautiful 
charity.

To win the accreditation 
the school had to choose 
three eco topics and a sus-
tainable development goal. 

Over the last two years 
the whole school has been 
involved in topics related 
to litter, school grounds 
and energy linked to the 
Sustainable Development 
Goal 15, Life on Land.

Eco Schools Scotland 
was impressed by the de-
velopment of the outdoor 
Play and Learn space for 
early years, which was done 
with the support of local 
businesses. � is area is used 
by the ELC and primary 
ones for outdoor activities. 
� e action plan and how 
success was evaluated was 
also commented on. 

� e eco group has worked 
very hard to keep the pro-
jects going and has planned 
and run assemblies during 

Fairtrade Fortnight, Energy 
Fortnight, Waste Week, Eco 
Day and about endangered 
animals and marine litter.

All classes are involved in 
weekly litter picks and the 
P5-7 classes each do a beach 
clean and survey through-
out the session.

� e eco group ran a stall 
at the Christmas fair to 
raise money to buy reusable 
beakers to use with school 
lunches and over a period of 
16 weeks saved 3,320 single 
use cups from being thrown 
away.

Other projects include 
paired gardening (with 
the ELC and P7 working 
together to grow fruit and 
vegetables in the school 
garden), P7/6 campaigning 
to improve the playground 
surface, P5 collecting crisp 
packets to support the 
training of guide dogs for 
the blind, outdoor learning 
in Dunollie Woods and P3s 
and 4s learning about Polar 
Lands and doing a spon-
sored Waddle for Whales to 
raise money to support the 
work of WWF.

Park pupils crowned eco champs 
after achieving eighth green � ag

Waste ban could 
spark ferry issues
A Scottish Government 
commitment to send waste to 
England for recycling could 
clog up ferries with bin lorries, 
snatching valuable spaces 
needed by island businesses.

Islands ward councillor 
Alastair Redman is warning 
the capacity of local ferries 
could be over-stretched by the 
commitment to ban house-
hold waste in Scotland going 
to land� ll by 2021.

He is concerned the need 
to transport waste by ferry 
could result in problems for 
local businesses which need 
to transport goods to the 
mainland.

Figures for Argyll and Bute 
from 2017 show 29,135 tonnes 
of rubbish went to land� ll 
compared with 28,969 tonnes 
that were recycled, composted 
and recovered.

Councillor Redman’s con-

cerns for the future are shared 
by fellow Conservative coun-
cillor for the Western Isles, 
Ranald Fraser from the Isle of 
Lewis, and have been taken up 
by Scottish Conservative MSP 
for the Highlands and Islands, 
Donald Cameron.

Councillor Redman, who 
lives on Islay, said: ‘Our ferries 
are already under pressure 
due to the growth in whisky 
production from the island’s 
many distilleries. � ey simply 
have to get their products to 
market and cannot a� ord 
delays. We are experiencing a 
boom in tourism with many 
more campervans coming on 
to the islands. If we have to 
export our waste as well then 
we could have a real problem 
if the ferries are full up with 
bin lorries.’

Councillor Fraser added: 
‘While I can sympathise with 
a commitment to recycle 
waste, it makes no sense to 
send rubbish as far as England 
via ferry and road from the 
Outer Hebrides, if it is only 
going to end up as land� ll. 
How does that help the planet?

‘It certainly does not help the 

Western Isles if the carrying 
capacity of our ferries is going 
to be diminished at a time 
when demand is increasing 
while the ferry � eet ages.’

Scottish Conservative MSP 
Donald Cameron said: ‘In or-
der to meet a planned ban on 
Scottish household waste go-
ing to land� ll by 2021 it would 
appear that much of it will 
simply end up going to land� ll 
south of the border instead. 
Less than half of Scotland’s 32 
councils have plans in place to 
meet the 2021 target.’

He said if that was not 
bad enough the Scottish 
Government also does not 
seem to have thought through 
the implications for the ‘creak-
ing’ transport infrastructure 
in the Highlands and Islands.

He said it was already a 
matter of concern to the 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities which, he said, has 
stated that it does not believe 
the ban is achievable.

‘� is is an issue I intend to 
raise in Parliament so that we 
can debate this issue properly 
and give our ferry operators 
and the councils concerned 

a chance to have their voices 
heard.’ 

An Argyll and Bute spokes-
person said the council has a 
dra�  waste strategy which out-
lines plans for complying with 
the Scottish Government’s ban 
on biodegradable municipal 
waste going to land� ll.

She said: ‘� e strategy 
recognises that transfer of 
residual waste from our island 
sites would result in additional 
ferry journeys to transport the 
waste for disposal, impacting 
on the already stretched ferry 
capacity of CalMac. 

‘We have, and continue to, 
engage directly with Scottish 
ministers to highlight the 
challenges rural and island 
authorities face in complying 
with the ban, including that of 
ferry capacity.

‘� e Scottish Government’s 
recently published independ-
ent Waste Markets Study has 
con� rmed there are challenges 
in preparing for compliance. 
We will continue to work with 
the Scottish Government to 
identify and resource appro-
priate solutions for the needs 
of Argyll and Bute.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.ukDavid and Seonaid McHa�  e were given a guard of honour 

by Tobermory RNLI colleagues. Photograph: Dr Sam Jones.

Crew guard of honour 
for David and Seonaid
Tobermory RNLI coxswain 
David McHa�  e and his new 
wife, Seonaid, were treated 
to a lifeboat crew guard of 
honour at their wedding on 
Saturday.

On a beautiful, sunny spring 
day, the volunteer crew formed 
the guard of honour using cer-
emonial lifeboat oars outside 
Tobermory Parish Church as 
well as alongside the lifeboat.

David and Seonaid met at 
Tobermory High School when 
they were 11 years old   and 
have been romantically linked 
since they were 16.

David, who was appointed 

Tobermory’s full-time cox-
swain in June 2016, is one of 
the youngest coxswains in 
the RNLI and succeeded his 
brother, Andrew, who is now a 
senior � eet sta�  coxswain.

Andrew and Iain Malcolm, 
a volunteer navigator, both 
acted as David’s best men, 
with crew member, Alexander 
‘Wee Jock’ Anderson playing 
the pipes and education o�  cer 
Kirsty Blackhall playing her 
� ddle to lead Seonaid into the 
church.

Lifeboat operations manager 
Dr Sam Jones carried out 
wedding photography duties.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO THE 
179th ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW
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number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO  

THE 179TH ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

To win a pair of tickets just answer the following question:  
What age of children can go free to the Royal Highland Show?

Preparations are well underway for 
the 179th Royal Highland Show, 
taking place from the 20 - 23 June 
2019 at the Royal Highland Centre 
in Edinburgh.

A celebration of the country’s 
best in farming, food and rural 
life, the four-day event, supported 
by the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
provides the best opportunity to 
get up close to farmyard animals, 
sample exceptional food and drink 
and experience rural living at its 
most vibrant. 

With a dedicated forestry area, 
an award-winning farrier display, 
a bustling countryside area, rural 
crafts, a huge range of farm 
machinery and a dazzling array of 
food and drink, there’s something 
for everyone from every walk of life.

Children aged 15 and under go free with an accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery Centre is a must visit for 
curious youngsters looking to discover more about the countryside and where their food comes from. This year, it will 
come alive with a cooking workshop, live demonstrations and interactive sessions.

Visitors can also witness record breaking attempts in the Forestry Arena with the Scottish Pole Climbing and Utility 
Pole Climbing Championships taking place alongside thrilling bike displays and forestry demonstrations. In addition, a 
packed programme of music and entertainment will keep the whole family happy.

Proud to display Scotland’s traditional skills, visitors will marvel at the skilfulness of competitors as the show plays host 
to the Scottish Open Farriery Championship horse-shoeing and shoe-making competitions. 

This year, the spotlight will also be on the iconic Clydesdale Horse in celebration of the power behind farming at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

For foodies, a visit to Scotland’s Larder Live! is an absolute must, offering a chance to taste new and exciting artisan 
food and drink from across Scotland. Visitors can also catch the line-up of some of Scotland’s greatest chefs and see the 
results of this year’s Scottish Bread, Cheese, Butter and Ice Cream Championships unfold. 

Extensive shopping opportunities lie in the Show’s 13th avenue arcade, where shoppers will be spoiled for choice with 
the exceptional array of country fare on offer including pet accessories, jewellery, arts and crafts and garden furniture. 

The Royal Highland Show truly has something for everyone – so come and join us for a unique and hugely enjoyable 
day out!  

NB: Closing date for entries is May 31 2019. 
Five winners will each receive two adult tickets valid for entry on any single day to the 2019 Royal Highland Show between the dates of 20 June 2019 – 23 June 2019.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT DALMAHOY HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Redeemable for the prize stated, dates subject to availability. Reservations to be made in advance.
Drinks with dinner include a bottle of house wine or soft drinks. Prize must be redeemed by end August 2019. 

The newly-refurbished Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, an idyllic four-star 
hotel on the outskirts of Edinburgh, is celebrating its gorgeous revamp 
by giving one Scottish Field reader the chance to win a dinner, bed and 
breakfast overnight stay for two in one of the hotel’s opulent suites.

The lucky winner will also enjoy a Champagne afternoon tea as part 
of their stay. Breakfast and a complimentary three-course meal with 

drinks will be served at the hotel’s Pentland Restaurant, an authentically 
Scottish restaurant overlooking the golf course, acres of parkland and 
views to Edinburgh Castle.

Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, which lies just seven miles from 
Edinburgh’s city centre, recently completed a major refurbishment, 
unveiled in spring 2019.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What is the name of Dalmahoy’s restaurant?

Links House is a 5-star, award-winning luxury hotel & fine dining 
restaurant with the charm, grace and elegance of the world’s finest 
boutique hotels, adjacent to the first tee at Royal Dornoch Golf Club.  The 
fifteen bedrooms at Links House are named after important salmon rivers 
of the Highlands. In the main house, built in 1843, you will find bespoke 

historic rooms. Just across the putting green, The Mews hosts suites, each 
complete with full bath and walk-in shower, as well as comfortable sitting 
area. The new Glenshiel hosts five luxury suites with spacious rooms, 
generous sitting areas, and luxurious bathrooms. Links House affords 
guests the opportunity to look deeper into the Highlands.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
In which year was the main house at Links House built?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A DELUXE ROOM WITH FULL  

SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AT LINKS HOUSE, DORNOCH
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� e ability of journalists to 
speak truth to power is one of 
the most precious freedoms 
in our democratic society. 

Acting on behalf of the 
public, local and national 
news, journalists reveal 
truths that would otherwise 
remain hidden, and cham-
pion causes and people that 
matter to their readers. 

� is is happening on an 
hourly, daily and weekly 
basis, with journalism mak-
ing a positive contribution to 
society. And this should be 
celebrated. 

You, our readers, know this. 
Forty-eight million people 
in the UK consume news in 
print or digital every month.      

Yet, despite the huge audi-
ences who rely on and sup-
port what we do, the climate 
for independent journalism 
remains hugely challenging. 

Take, for example, the 
numerous threats to freedom 
of speech. Appallingly, jour-
nalists across the world are 
in danger of serious physical 
violence. 

Already this year, 10 jour-
nalists have been killed and 
172 journalists are languish-
ing in prison, according to 

Reporters Without Borders. 
But we should not think it is 
only journalists in far-� ung 
locations who are at risk. 
A recent chilling example 
– the murder of journalist 
Lyra McKee – happened in 
Northern Ireland last month.  

In a number of ways, the 
serious threat to freedom of 
speech is right here on our 
doorstep. 

As an industry, we have to 
counter this by communicat-
ing the considerable bene� ts 
that journalism produces for 
society.

� is year, the industry has 
come together to launch 
Journalism Matters – a 
new campaign designed to 
highlight the importance of 
journalism to our democratic 
society. 

� e Oban Times editor 

Susan Windram said: ‘Good, 
honest, local journalism that 
speaks to our local com-
munities is at the heart of 
everything we do. Whether 
we are championing local 
people and causes or hold-
ing the powers that be to 
account, our aim is to bring 
news that matters to your 
attention.

‘Our coverage focuses on 
local issues, using our local 
knowledge and understand-
ing of what is important 
to you, and we play an 
important role within our 
communities – giving people 
a voice, and helping them to 
stay connected.

‘At a time when fake news 
has raised concerns about the 
reliability of journalism, as a 
local paper, we are account-
able to you, our readers, and 
we value the trust you place 
in us.

‘Journalism brings im-
mense good to society, it 
really does matter. 

‘We hope you agree and 
we want to thank you, our 
readers, for your continued 
support of our reporters and 
our journalism, and the vital 
part it plays in our society.’

Trusted news is precious 
freedom of our democracy

‘Good, honest, 
local journalism 
that speaks to 
our communities 
is at the heart of 
everything we do.’

Mark Cardwell from Oban Cycles was there to give his 
electric bikes a plug.

Oban gives smarter 
driving a proper spin
Electric cars and bicycles 
were attracting attention at 
the Corran Halls over the 
weekend.

People were able to give the 
plug-in cars and bikes a trial 
run and � nd out more about 
the eco-savvy vehicles.

� e Driving Smarter Energy 
Oban event, organised as part 
of the local energy plan for 
Oban, also heard from speak-
ers about switching to electric 

vehicles, the case for car clubs 
in Argyll and Bute, the public 
charging network and how to 
run an energy and resource 
e�  cient business.

Mark Cardwell from Oban 
Cycles in George Street was 
one of the businesses taking 
part. � e business has a � eet 
of electric bikes available for 
people to hire so they can get 
out in the fresh air without the 
worry of tackling hills.

Look after sexual 
health, Argyll urged
People who think they might 
have a sexually transmitted 
infection (STI) are being 
encouraged to seek help.

Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) is spreading the word 
about how STIs can impact 
people’s lives and why it is so 
important to prevent, test for 
and treat these infections.

� e HSCP wants people to 
look a� er their own and their 
partners’ sexual health.

‘Safer sex means taking care 
of yourself and your part-
ner. It also means you can 
worry less about catching or 
passing on a sexually trans-
mitted infection,’ says Laura 
Stephenson, senior sexual 
health improvement o�  cer 
for the HSCP.

She added: ‘If you think 
you might have an STI, visit 
one of our services and get 
a simple STI test. Sta�  will 
make you feel welcome, will 
be non-judgemental and 

pleased to see you are taking 
responsibility for your sexual 
wellbeing. If le�  untreated, 
STIs can cause serious 
health problems for you and 
others. Con� dential testing 
and treatment is available in 
Argyll and Bute.’

Chlamydia is the most 
common STI in the UK but 
many people don’t experi-

ence symptoms, so they are 
unaware they are infected 
until much later on. Young 
people are at increased risk 
of contracting an STI, so it is 
important they know how to 
protect themselves and use a 
condom.

Free condoms are available 
from school nurses, some 
GP services, youth health 

drops, at sexual health clinic 
receptions and by post via 
waverleycare.org/condoms.

‘Getting tested for STIs is 
the only way for a sexually 
active person to be sure of 
their STI status and stop the 
spread of STIs among their 
sexual partners and beyond,’ 
said Ms Stephenson.

‘Whatever your age and 
whether you are gay, straight, 
bisexual or transgender you 
can attend your local GP or, 
if you prefer, go to a speci� c 
sexual health clinic.

‘� ere are specialised GP 
practices or clinics within 
hospitals that will provide 
this. Attending these clinics 
means you don’t need to go 
through your GP.

‘Try not worry about being 
embarrassed – the doctors 
and nurses will welcome your 
decision to attend and put 
you at ease,’ she added.

� e website ab-wish.org has 
lots of information.

� HIV and hepatitis C charity Waverley Care will be in 
attendance at the � rst Oban Pride event on Saturday 
May 18. Based at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls, the 
Oban branch of the charity will host a stall, providing 
information, testing and carrying out research. 
Testing for HIV and  syphillis will be carried out in a safe, 
free and con� dential manner. This quick and easy pro-
cess will give instant results from a pinprick of blood, 
delivered in a caring, private and non-judgemental 
environment. There will be a full team of highly-trained 
and experienced professionals on hand to talk  about 
sexual health, HIV and local support services, including 
LGBTQI+ support for young people. Anyone who is 
interested in getting tested in Argyll and Bute can call 
Waverley Care on 07703 379090. Turn to page 13 for 
Oban Pride preview.

Amazing Argyll...
Adventures of Salty the sea cat... 
Neil Oliver’s credo... Bodyguard 
Richard Madden... Soaring with 
golden eagles... Royal Marine 

sniper school... 
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by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

It is no wonder that so many 
musicians, writers and 
artists su� er from the grips 
of mental health problems 
and the associated drug and 
alcohol issues that o� en 
follow.

Other than the proverbial 
‘hatters’ of days gone by, 
there are few other pro-
fessions in which so many 
su� er ills of the mind. � ere 
is a myriad of ‘chicken or 
egg’ situations within the 
realms of these creative 
pursuits and there are few 
de� nite conclusions. What 
came � rst? Did the person 
of unconventional mind 
become an artist, or did the 
artist become the person 
of unconventional mind? 
Did the alcoholic become a 
musician, or did the musi-
cian become an alcoholic? 
� ese and many more grey 
areas and questions of pre-
determined tendencies with 
no de� nitive answers exist 
heavily within this sector of 
society.

However, one aspect of 
the arts that I am certain is 
a common cause of psycho-
logical strife and long-term 
damage if not handled well, 
is the constant need to bare 
one’s soul to the general 

public, and the requirement, 
that if one is to make a liv-
ing, for that general public 
to like what you have shown 
of your inner being.

� is creates one of the 
most pronounced pendu-
lum swings of emotion you 
can experience from any 
vocation. � e pendulum 
swing when moved in the 
direction of the worry and 
doubt regarding your artis-
tic output can be matched 
in the following swing by 
the euphoric joy when your 
work is appreciated. � ere 
is, of course, no guarantee 
of that positive swing, but 
the experience of it, when 
it does happen, more than 
compensates for the nega-
tive swings. And the cycle 
continues.

I am lucky to be fairly 
thick-skinned and so far in 
life have not su� ered any 
of the ills of the mind or 
addictions that are common 
with musicians, but the grip 
of trepidation before new 
songs are released is none-
theless intense.

At midnight tonight 
(� ursday) the new 
Skipinnish album Steer 
by the Stars will go live on 
iTunes and, as with before 

the release of all previous 
songs or albums, I have no 
accurate gauge as to how 
the new material will be 
received. Once it’s out, it 
cannot be unreleased so 
the pendulum of worry and 
doubt is fairly high to that 
side of the scale. It is prob-
ably even more pronounced 
with this album because 
there is more new material 
than on previous releases.

� ere is nothing else for 
it than to shoot the net and 
hope for the best. We have 
had a good run over the 
past few years with amazing 
support from so many and 
regardless of how this album 
is received, that has been 
hugely appreciated.

Even if the material is in-
deed lacking, I hope that the 
calibre of all the other mu-
sicians in the band and the 
guests, as well as the skills of 
the recording engineer, will 
compensate.

If Steer by the Stars does, 
in fact, turn out to be a 
load of rubbish that no-
body likes, I’ll need to ask 
� e Oban Times for a pay 
rise, maybe hide down in 
Manchester for a week a� er 
the half-marathon, then run 
away to St Kilda!

Is it a bear cub? Or is 
it a baby pine marten?
� is is the curious ‘tail’ about 
the pine marten who turned 
out to be a fox and de� nitely 
not a baby bear.

When guests out walking 
above Bill Dempster’s holiday 
Tin Church on Seil came 
across a tiny breathing ball 
of fur they thought they had 
found an abandoned bear 
cub.

Puzzled at their � nd, they 
took photos and showed them 
to Mr Dempster back at the 
church, who thought it was a 
pine marten and alerted the 
SSPCA.

Photos were sent on to the 
charity who con� rmed it 
looked like a pine marten and 
dispatched an o�  cer.

Meanwhile, Mr Dempster 
and his guests went to the 
rescue armed with some fur 
and a bucket.

‘Our guests thought they’d 

Bill Dempster from Seil’s Tin Church with the rescued fox cub and SSPCA o�  cer Yvonne.

found a tiny baby bear. � ey 
were convinced of it but we 
had to explain we don’t get 
bears up here.

‘We walked back up to the 
spot where they’d seen it and 

it was still there, all by itself, 
so we wrapped it in a fur, 
put it in a bucket then took it 
home to put in the airing cup-
board and keep it warm. � e 
poor thing looked near death 

but we gave it a bit of food and 
it started to come round. It 
loved having its chin tickled, 
it was extremely friendly,’ he 
said.

And he added: ‘When the 

SSPCA o�  cer came, we dis-
covered it was a baby fox and 
not a bear or a pine marten, 
but they do look very similar 
at seven or eight weeks old. 
We think its mum must have 
been shot or poisoned for him 
to have been abandoned like 
that.

‘I’ve never seen a fox up 
here. I live in London most 
of the time and foxes are 
everywhere – they even come 
through the back door now 
and again – but I’ve never 
seen a fox on Seil.

‘So the baby bear that then 
became a pine marten even-
tually turned out to be a fox. 
� e SSPCA took him back to 
Stirling to be cared for there.

‘He certainly had us all 
fooled. Everyone who saw the 
pictures we took thought he 
was a pine marten, even the 
fellas at the Tigh an Truish 
pub – well, all of them except 
Gregor who said he knew it 
was fox!’

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MP 
Angus MacNeil last week 
tabled an Early Day Motion 
in the House of Commons to 
mark the 75th anniversary 
of the Catalina air crash on 
Vatersay.

� e RAF plane crashed at 
Heisheaval Beag on Vatersay 
on the night of May 12, 1944, 
with the loss of three lives.

� e plane took o�  from 
Oban for a training exercise 
with nine crew on board and 
was due to � y over the nearby 
point of Barra Head.

� e wreckage of the plane 
remains scattered at the site 
and a memorial stands to 
those who died and survived 
the accident.

Mr MacNeil’s motion is 
entitled ‘Remembering the 
Catalina 75th Anniversary’ 
and reads in part: ‘� is 
House notes the 75th 
anniversary of the Catalina 
aircra�  tragedy of 12 May 
1944; remembers the bravery 
and sacri� ce of the Catalina 
crews which hunted U-boats 
o�  the coast to save the lives 
of merchant seamen.’

Commons 
motion recalls 
lost aircraft
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ACHA lands 
£5m to fi ght 
fuel poverty
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) has 
been successful in a bid to 
the Warm Homes Fund and 
has been awarded £5.1million 
towards a scheme to address 
fuel poverty in Argyll and 
Bute.

ACHA will also invest 
£5.6m of its own resources 
with an additional £4.2m 
coming from the Renewable 
Heat Incentive funding which 
ACHA will reinvest in other 
energy e�  ciency projects to 
reduce fuel poverty.

On top of this, ACHA 
tenants are set to bene� t 
from an additional £754,000 
of ECO funding from SSE 
which will be used to improve 
insulation in homes.   � is 
gives a total of £15.654m of 
direct investment which will 
start in August 2019 with a 
completion date of December 
2021.

� e successful joint bid 
with SSE Energy Solutions 
Ltd and ACHA will result in 
the installation of more than 
1,000 air source heat pumps 

for selected Argyll and Bute 
households classi� ed as ‘fuel 
poor’.

While the investment is 
primarily aimed at ACHA’s 
housing stock, the pro-
gramme is expected to bene-
� t an additional 200 privately 
owned or rented households 
that qualify as being fuel 
poor, who will be eligible for 
free or subsidised air source 
heat pump systems.

� e £150m Warm Homes 
Fund, established by National 
Grid and administered by 
community interest company 
A� ordable Warmth Solution 
(AWS), is designed to support 
local authorities, registered 
social landlords and other 

organisations working in 
partnership with them, to 
address some of the issues af-
fecting fuel-poor households.

Fuel poverty is particularly 
signi� cant in Argyll and 
Bute, with some 45 per cent 
of households classi� ed as 
‘fuel poor’ compared with a 
Scotland-wide � gure of 26.5 
per cent. � e story is similar 
for ‘extreme’ fuel poverty, 
with Argyll and Bute at 15 
per cent compared with 
Scotland’s eight per cent.

ACHA chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor wel-
comed the award, saying:   
‘� e installation of air source 
heat pumps will bring prac-
tical bene� ts to our tenants 
as well as reducing our area’s 
carbon footprint.

‘As an organisation, we 
are committed to tackling 
fuel poverty head on, as well 
as planning for the future. 
� at’s why this funding is 
so important. It marks a 
turning point by enabling us 
to improve the everyday lives 
of our tenants today as well 
as generating funds we can 
reinvest in energy e�  ciency 
measures tomorrow.’

by Euan Carr
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Alastair MacGregor.

Runners at last year’s ABCD race event. 16_t21_ABCD03

Starters orders for charity run
Ready, steady, go! Runners 
of all ages are still needed 
to take part in charity 
races this Sunday in aid of 
Argyll Beats Cardiovascular 
Disease.

� ere is a 10k race and also 
two 1k fun runs for children 
aged three to seven and then 
eight to 14.

� e fun starts with the 
races at 1pm leaving from 
Lorn and Islands Hospital.

Everyone taking part gets 

a free T-shirt and it is up to 
participants whether they 
run, jog or walk.

Organisers hope the event 
will encourage people to 
start feeling the bene� ts of 
being � tter.

Entry is £5 and £1 for 
schoolchildren and people 
can enter on the day from 
noon until 12.30pm. To � nd 
out more about the charity’s 
work and achievements so 
far go to abcd-oban.co.uk

� e charity is also plan-
ning an open day on Sunday 
September 15 at the hospital 
from 2-4pm with medical 
demonstrations, stalls and a 
showcase of its work.

Since it started in 2000, 
ABCD volunteers have 
raised more than £250,000 
and spent in the region of 
£200,000 on almost 200 
projects region-wide to beat 
the burden of cardiovascular 
disease.

Islay RNLI crew races to aid of � shing boat
Islay   lifeboat   crew   were   
paged  at  3.15am  on  May  
2  to  help a  � shing  boat  
reported  to  have  electrical  
failure,  which was  without  
lights  and  satellite  naviga-
tion,  o�   the  coast  of Gigha. 

� e Helmut Schroder II 

of Dunlossit launched  with  
a  crew  of  six  and  sped  
to  the  boat’s  aid  in  clear  
and  calm  conditions.  � e  
� shing   vessel   had   come   
through   the   Caledonian  
canal  and  was  making  her  
way  south  towards Troon 

when the failure occurred. 
Her crew wanted the lifeboat 
to  have  towed  her  there  
but  another � shing  boat  
agreed  to  take  her  in  tow  
to  Campbeltown.  � e  life-
boat  stood  by  until  the  tow  
was  secured.
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Oban gets set for fi rst 
Pride extravaganza
Oban will be transformed 
into a rainbow bedecked oa-
sis this weekend as the town 
comes together in support of 
the LGBTQ+ community.

With just a day to go, 
organisers of the inaugural 
Oban Pride festival have been 
putting the � nishing touches 
to their plans for the big 
weekend.

Not to mention their 
wardrobes.

Poster girl and event hostess 
Crystal has acquired several 
out� ts for over the weekend, 
including a magni� cent 
ensemble for Saturday’s Pride 
Parade which features a dress 
with more than 650 stones 
stitched on.

‘You will be able to see me 
coming from all over town, 
that’s for sure,’ said Argyll’s 
most loved drag queen.

‘My hair will also be a spec-
tacular arrangement. I don’t 
want to give too much away 
but Chris De Burgh is sure to 
be singing about me for years 
to come!’

While Crystal has been o�  
preening and primping, her 
alter ego Phill Dexter, Oban 
Pride chairperson, has been 
busy with the more serious 
task of organising the event 

along with his hard-work-
ing and ever-expanding 
committee.

‘Everything is coming 
together now and we are 

expecting a big turnout over 
the weekend,’ he told us. ‘� e 
support we have had from the 
community has been over-
whelming and we are going 

to deliver an event that they 
can be proud of.’

Kicking things o�  tomor-
row (Friday May 17) will be 
psychic medium John Irwin 
who will head up a ghost 
hunt from the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls.

A fun-packed day on 
Saturday May 18, starts at 
11.30am when Pride sup-
porters will gather at Station 
Square, ready to take part in 
the Pride Parade at noon.

� e rainbow bedecked 
procession will make its way 
down George Street and 
along Corran Esplanade, 
� nishing at Markie Dans.

A free family Pride a� er-
noon will take place at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
from 12.30pm-6.15pm with 
entertainment, stalls and a 
family area.

Leonie Voss, as Rihanna, 
will be headlining the day-

time event, while Allan Jay 
will be giving the � rst live 
performance of his latest 
single, Work Ya Love.

In the evening, the Halls 
will be transformed for the 
grand Rainbow Ball, from 
8pm-12.30am, which will 
feature performances from 
Michael T Ogilvie, Jane 
Henderson and Highland 
drag queen Venus Guytrap.

On the Sunday there will be 
a Pride brunch and a special 
Pride screening of Priscilla 
Queen of the Desert at Oban 
Phoenix Cinema.

To help people get into the 
spirit of the event, Oban 
Pride merchandise (bags, 
� ags, mugs and T-shirts) will 
be on sale at Button Nose 
Boutique, Oban Mobile Shop, 
Roxy’s Co� ee and Tea House 
and Oban Phoenix Cinema 
from Wednesday, and can 
also be purchased at various 
locations over the weekend.

Oban Pride wristbands 
will also be available from 
the above outlets and anyone 
wearing one over the week-
end who makes a purchase 
at Subway will receive 10 per 
cent discount.

Email ObanPride@gmail.
com or visit the groups 
Facebook page for more in-
formation or to obtain tickets 
for any of the above events.

Crystal is keeping her Oban Pride wardrobe well under 
wraps while committee members Gary Hamilton, left, and 
Stuart Abercrombie, assist with the last-minute prepara-
tions. Above right is Oban Pride chairperson Phill Dexter.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Musicians 
tune up 
for charity
Donations are coming in to 
help six Oban men scale the 
heights of Ben Nevis carrying 
guitars for charity.

� e group, collectively 
known as the Mass Height 
Organ Fight, consist of local 
musicians Kevin Smith, Paul 
Storr and Andy Bruce, who 
will be joined by friends Kevin 
Irvine, Mark Smith and Aaron 
Fortson.

� e six will be raising 
money for CALM (Campaign 
Against Living Miserably) 
and Martyn’s Monday Club, 
an Oban-based peer-to-peer 
support group to help men 
over 18 who are struggling 
with mental health issues.

� ey are also supporting Tiny 
Changes, a charity o�  cially 
launched by the family of 
Frightened Rabbit frontman 
Scott Hutchison last week, 
focusing on education and 
awareness of mental illness in 
young people and children.

� e Ben Nevis idea was the 
brainchild of guitarist and 
songwriter Kevin Smith. � e 
charity climb is on July 20. 

So far £1,500 of their £3,000 
target has been raised. � e 
group are also planning a 
charity concert to take place 
the week a� er the climb which 
will be supported by local 
bands and artists with the aim 
of raising more money for 
these worthwhile causes.

To donate go to  justgiving.
com/crowdfunding/
massheightorgan� ght.
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The Isle of Barra now o�  cially has its 
� rst distillery. Last Wednesday, May 8, 
was the day the Isle of Barra Distillers 
were granted full approval by HMRC 
for a distilling licence and bonded 
warehouse facilities. 

It marked a huge step forward for 
everyone involved, especially when 
original plan for this milestone was 
to be near the end of 2020, meaning 
it was a full 18 months ahead of 
schedule. 

It is also a testament to the hard work 
and dedication over the two years 
since the company embarked on this 
journey.

Michael Morrison, managing director 
of Isle of Barra Distillers Ltd, said: ‘We 
hope to have our mini still installed 
in the coming weeks while our main 
300-litre still is being commissioned by 
Forsyth’s. 

‘The arrival of our bottling equipment 
is imminent, meaning that in the 
coming weeks we will be in a position 
to begin test running the � rst island 
distilled spirit here on Barra.

‘By mid to late May we will be releas-
ing information on how and when the 
� rst batch of our spirit which has been 
distilled, bottled and labelled here on 
Barra will be available to purchase.

‘Such an achievement cannot be 
done alone and we have a lot of 
people to thank. A special mention 
goes to the amazing community on 
the Isle of Barra, the team at Nicolson 
Accountancy and to Sue especially, 
everyone at Business Gateway Lynne, 
Catherine, Marion and everyone 
who has helped, to Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise, the amazing team 
at D8 Design in Glasgow, everyone at 
Benchmark Packaging and to everyone 
who has supported us along the way.

‘We’re now looking at the next 
chapter – whisky!’

He added: ‘It is the thought of giving 
something back to this beautiful island 
that drives the Isle of Barra Distillers 
forward. We feel we owe it to the island 
and to the community.’

Isle of Barra has its 
� rst o�  cial distillery

Oban racing sensation Susie Wol�  MBE is 
now the third richest person in the Highlands 
and Islands, according to the latest � gures.

� e Sunday Times Rich List 2019, published 
last week, puts Susie and her husband Toto in 
third place for the region with a fortune worth 
£335 million, up £13 million from the previous 
year.

� e Highlands and Islands area is topped by 
Mohamed Al Fayed and family on £1.7 billion, 
followed by Ian Taylor (£750 million), Toto 
and Susie Wol� , Greg Co� ey (£273 million) 
and the Marquess of Bute (£148 million).

Susie, the daughter of John and Sally 
Stoddart, who own a motorcycle dealership in 
Oban, is a former pupil of Oban High School. 
She married Toto Wol�  in 2011.

Now head of Venturi Formula E team, Susie 
was a racing driver until her retirement from 
competitive driving in 2015. She was honoured 
with an MBE in 2017 for services to Women in 
Sport.

Speaking about her new role, Susie said: 
‘When I decided to stop as a professional driv-
er in 2015, I knew that I wanted to continue 
with the challenge of competitive racing, just 
not behind the wheel.

‘You can’t just switch o�  your competitive 
instincts when you stop driving and that 
determination and desire to achieve still burn 
brightly inside me.

‘I took time to carefully decide the right 
direction for that challenge and I have now 
found the perfect next step, with the opportu-
nity to become both a shareholder and Team 
Principal of Venturi Formula E Team.’

Last year she returned to Oban with her son 
Jack to help raise funds for Atlantis Leisure 
with her gala An Evening With Susie Wol�  
and Friends.

� e event took place at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls on Friday September 28.

Susie, who gave birth to her son in April 
2017, said at the time: ‘It’s the � rst time my 

son Jack will be in my home town so it has real 
signi� cance for us as a family and I can’t wait 
to show him around.

‘It means a lot to me personally to help raise 
money for Atlantis Leisure.

‘� e centre featured heavily in my childhood 
and I’m very grateful to have been able to train 
there and develop my sporting abilities.

‘Accessible recreational facilities like Atlantis 
Leisure are essential for the community and 
essential in the fostering of future sporting 
talent in the region.

‘Local people really need and value having 
sports facilities like this on their doorstep 
so I’m very happy to have the opportunity to 
support the sustainability and growth of the 

centre. It’s really important to me that the 
young people in Oban have the same oppor-
tunities and access to the facilities that I had 
with Atlantis.’

� e former  Formula 1 development driver 
has many fond memories of Atlantis Leisure.

She said: ‘I started out in the swimming club 
– the Oban Otters. I remember so many morn-
ings in the pool before school training there, 
working hard but also having a lot of fun.

‘I learned tennis there, too. Ball sports are 
de� nitely not my strength but it was a brilliant 
place to learn. � ere was a huge refurbishment 
in the mid-1990s which was fantastic. � e 
facility also became essential for my � tness 
and strength training when I started karting 
so it’s fair to say that I spent a great deal of my 
childhood within its walls.’

An Evening With Susie Wol�  and Friends 
also featured Oban’s Scottish women’s rugby 
international Abi Evans. Susie talked ‘about 
my personal journey from a small town on the 
west coast of Scotland right up to the interna-
tional pinnacle of motorsport, Formula 1, and 
the life lessons I have experienced along the 
way’.

Oban’s Susie is third 
richest in Highlands

Susie Wol�  and her husband Toto are estimated to be worth £335 million.

‘I took time to decide the right 
direction and found the perfect 
next step, with the opportunity 
to become both a shareholder 
and Team Principal of Venturi 
Formula E Team.’

by Martin Laing
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk
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MSP is banking on the dawning of sense Salmon company’s 
double shortlisting
The Scottish Salmon Company is 
celebrating after being named as a 
� nalist in Business in the Community’s 
Responsible Business Awards.

The Responsible Business Awards 
is the UK’s longest running and most 
prestigious awards programme.

SSC is the only Scottish company and 
only food and drink producer to be 
shortlisted in the Responsible Business 
of the Year category of the awards, 
which recognise the most inspiring 
businesses making a di� erence by 
taking action to build more inclusive 
workplaces, stronger communities and 
tackle environmental challenges.

Craig Anderson, chief executive of 
SSC, said: ‘Our responsibility journey 
began with our commitment to the 
environmental, economic and cultural 
sustainability of rural Scotland, where 
many of of our operations are based. 
As our business has grown, so has this 
commitment.

‘Our responsibility framework 
encompasses all areas of our business 
and gives our sta�  clear values and 
standards to guide their working 
practices.’

Local MSP Michael Russell 
is urging the community to 
express their concerns about 
the decline of high street 
banking before it is too late.

The Cabinet Secretary for 
Government Business and 
Constitutional Relations 
spoke out following a spate 
of closures by RBS, reductions 
in opening times by TSB and, 
recently, the threat of charges 
for drawing cash from ATM 
machines.

’I have been very critical of 
the process of closure particu-
larly by the Royal Bank which 
was saved from disaster by the 
taxpayer but which has shown, 
under its current management, 
not an ounce of gratitude 
to those same taxpayers, 
particularly in rural areas,’ he 
told The Oban Times. 

‘There needs to be some 
sort of face-to-face banking 
service in communities and the 
withdrawal by the major banks 
is irresponsible and against 

the wishes of their customers. 
This could be stopped by the 
UK Government, but they have 
allowed those involved to ride 
roughshod over community 
concerns.’

As well as the inevitable 

di�  culties for customers and 
small businesses in particular, 
Mr Russell is concerned about 
the number of ‘unintended 
consequences’ to the 
withdrawal of services, saying: 
‘I have raised with the Royal 

Bank the additional pressure 
on rural post o�  ces which now 
have to carry more cash and 
receive in more payments,’ he 
added. ‘This creates risks to the 
often part-time sta�  but the 
banks don’t seem to care.’

All in all this has been a shod-
dy story and it continues.’The 
more the public express their 
anger at it, the more chance 
there is of some sense dawning 
on the management of the 
banks.’

In Scotland, 399 bank 
branches have closed since 
2015 with TSB cutting opening 
hours at a further 71 branches, 
including in Oban.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell.

‘� e more the public 
express their anger at it, 
the more chance there is 
of some sense dawning 
on the management of 
the banks.’

V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  f o r  c o u r s e s  a n d
f u n d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  a p p l y .

F u l l - t i m e  c o u r s e s  o n  y o u r  d o o r s t e p .
S t a r t  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 9
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Fixed link is a bridge too far
‘� ose whom the gods wish to destroy they 
� rst make mad,’ was the old saying which came 
to mind when I had � nished reading a recent 
report that Highland Council is to appoint a 
development o�  cer to consider building a 
bridge or a tunnel across the Corran Narrows, 
nine miles south of Fort William.

Details of his or her salary have yet to be 
made public but it will not be pennies. For an 
authority which � nds it necessary to charge 
every person 50p to use its 124 public conveni-
ences and comfort stops, including the one at 
Corran Ferry, does this appointment represent 
value for money?

We have had these reports before. In pre-
senting its 2018-19 budget for these and other 
increases, the Highland Council announced 
what it was doing would serve as ‘a vision and 
purpose with our communities’.

Really? � ere is nothing pleasant about 
watching someone who has just driven up 
from Oban, Kilchoan or Glasgow hopping 
around the top of a slipway with their legs 
crossed because they can’t � nd a 50p piece.

As for the outcome of the report, it reminded 
me of a remark made by an elderly woman 
in Strontian when she heard from an ac-
quaintance that the telephone line had been 
established between there and Ardgour for the 
� rst time. � e lady had never heard of such a 
thing, and thinking it referred to the name of 
a man who had come to reopen the lead mines, 
she replied: ‘Oh, yes! Like every other one that 
has come, he will have a look round, go away 
and never come back.’

Before examining the pros and cons of a � xed 
link, it is necessary to ask why the subject was 
on the Lochaber Area Committee’s agenda at 
all when it met in Strontian a few weeks ago. 
Could it have been to de� ect the more pressing 
needs of the community, such as the full rein-
statement of Dalmhor Care Home, widening 
passing places on the Carnoch Bridge to 
Lochaline section of the A884 to cope with the 
volume of large timber wagons intermingling 
with the extra tra�  c from Mull, and many 
other wants?

� e whole thing smacked of another old 
saying – ‘bread and circuses’ – a phrase used 
by a Roman writer to deplore the declining 

heroism of Romans a� er the Roman Republic 
ceased to exist and the Roman Empire began: 
‘Two things only the people anxiously desire, 
bread and circuses.’

� e government kept the Roman populace 
happy by distributing free food and staging 
huge public events.

Is a � xed link likely or desirable in our life-
time because presumably it would not be toll 
free? � e Kessock bridge cost £17.5 million 
in 1982. How much to build one and the 
approaches at Corran in 20 years? Ten times 
more?

A lot less than building a new and a spare 
ferry, upgrading the slipways and extending 
the service in the evening. What government 
would want to try to justify that sum when 
the present one is casting around to � nd the 
wherewithal to fund NHS Scotland?

� ere are a number of physical arguments 
against the notion of a � xed crossing. First, 
either would straddle the Great Glen fault 
which has a long geological movement history. 

� e largest recorded earthquake in Scotland 
was on the Argyll side in 1880 and that had 
a magnitude of 5.2. Others occurred at the 
entrance to Loch Linnhe in the 1980s and at 
Glenuig in 2011, measuring 4.1 and 3.5 respec-
tively on the Richter Scale. Not strong enough 
to destroy a structure but big enough to give 
any insurance company the jitters.

� e fault is mostly inactive today, but occa-
sional moderate tremors have been recorded, 
which has meant that seismic bu� ers are built 
into the Kessock Bridge carrying the A9 out 
of Inverness, and why Scottish Water has 
redesigned its pipes across rivers and streams.

Secondly, the single-track roads and 
bridges beyond Strontian to Kilchoan and 
Kinlochmoidart and from Carnoch Bridge 
to Lochaline would need to be widened. At 
present they can barely cope with the present 
volume of tra�  c which, at least, is regulated by 
the frequency of the Corran ferry.

Without better roads or a permanent convoy 
system, there would be chaos. It is reported 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern lines

Fixed link is a bridge too far
Morvern lines

Music, poetry and song will feature in a 
new Clan Donald Gaelic Arts Week to 
take place at Armadale Castle, Gardens 
and Museum next month.

Supported by EventScotland’s 
Scottish Clan Event Fund, the week-long 
programme will celebrate traditional 
Gaelic arts and their place in Clan Donald 
history.

� e programme opens with a family day 
on Saturday June 1, where there will be 
musical taster sessions, games and cra�  
activities. Visitors can have a go at playing 
the clarsach (Scottish harp) and chanter, 
watch informal performances, and see an 
exhibition of artefacts from the museum’s 
archive.

During the week, ‘pop up’ performances 
by visiting artists will take place in and 
around the museum and gardens. Gaelic 
singer Christine Primrose MBE, � ddle 
player Ronan Martin and accordionist 
Eilidh MacFadyen are among those 
taking part, and audience interaction is 
encouraged.

Poet Dr Meg Bateman will lead poetry 
tours in the museum, and Dr Decker 
Forrest will give a talk on the history of 
pibroch or pìobaireachd, the classical 
music of the great Highland bagpipe.

Visitors can also enjoy free Gaelic 
language classes, with taster sessions in 
the cafe run by Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

� e week will culminate with two 
prestigious musical competitions. On 
Friday evening, the Donald MacDonald 
Cuach brings together � ve of the 
country’s most talented pipers to compete 
for the pìobaireachd cup.

Gaelic singer Griogair Labhruidh will 
provide the interval music, with contribu-
tions by local young musicians.

� e week ends on Saturday a� ernoon 
with the Princess Margaret of the Isles 
Memorial Prize for senior clarsach. Four 
talented harpists will take part in the 
competition, judged by musician and 
composer Mary Ann Kennedy. Both 
competitions will be live streamed online 
via Armadale Castle’s Facebook page.

To develop the programme Armadale 
Castle has worked with the local Clan 
Donald Society and Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

� e week takes place from June 1-8 at 
Armadale Castle, Skye. For full listings 
see www.armadalecastle.com/events

Castle is to host 
Gaelic Arts Week
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Youngsters lining the walls of the Rocky Brae – after school – to watch the trials riders in 
the Six Days. Photograph from the Roamer archive.

This photograph dates from April 1993 and shows Sarah Morton being presented with a 
life membership at Benderloch WRI after having been a member for more than 50 years. 
President Ann Cameron presented the certi�cate and a badge at a celebration dinner.

Fixed link is a bridge too far
The Corran ferry employs 15 crew and, 
inset, old �eld walls provide important 
shelter and habitat for many animals, 
birds, beetles, slow-worms, mosses and 
other plants. Photographs: Iain Thornber

that already up to 30 accidents a day occur 
on the North Coast 500 Route and, of course, 
it wouldn’t be long before Fairy Pools were 
found in Glen Gour and Glen Tarbert and 
on the Carnoch, Shiel and Aline rivers, cre-
ating human waste and parking issues which 
Highland Council is struggling to cope with.

�e frightening thing about the brief is that 
we are told the successful applicant will be 
talking to ferry passengers about what they 
want. For something which will change West 
Ardnamurchan, Sunart and Morvern for ever, 
every resident elector and council taxpayer 
needs to be balloted at home and not by a 
bored, gum-chewing, individual wandering 
up and down the ferry queue with a clipboard.

�ere is little doubt a �xed link would bring 
massive growth and development but on the 
other hand crime would increase and many 
more weird and wonderful looking second 
homes, at odds with the landscape, would 
appear on the horizon.

�ere is something unique about the 

wildness and culture that remains in West 
Lochaber. Care needs be taken over its future 
and consideration given to the local ferry 
employees.

Of course Highland Council o�cials will 
welcome any development which they can 
tax. It would be a pity to see the shores of 
lochs Linnhe, Aline and Sunart looking like 
both sides of the Firth of Clyde, which will 
happen if the money-driven genie gets out of 
the bottle.

But, as it was wisely said by the Roman phi-
losopher Marcus Aurelius several thousand 
years ago, everything depends on the point of 
view. �ings go up and others come down. No 
better example can be found than on an arable 
farm in Fife where recently an estimated �ve 
miles of drystane dykes, thought to date back 
to the early 1800s, have been removed, alleg-
edly without authorisation, to turn eight �elds 
averaging more than 17 acres into one of 140 
acres. Convenient for the tractor-man but not 
so nice for the occupying �ora and fauna.

O�cials from the Scottish Government’s 
Rural Payments and Inspections Directorate 
(SGRPID) are considering how to deal with 
what must be one of the biggest ever infringe-
ments of its rules. Payment of support under 
the Common Agricultural Policy is condi-
tional on applicants observing rules of Good 
Agricultural and Environmental Condition, 
one of which is that you must not remove or 
destroy drystane or �agstone dykes, turf or 
stone-faced, without the prior written consent 
of Scottish ministers.

A neighbour said: ‘�e industrial-scale envi-
ronmental destruction wrought on the natural 
heritage and local biodiversity is appalling. 
�e rural fabric of this attractive part of the 
countryside has been decimated, leaving a 
sterile landscape void of any wildlife.’

Surprisingly, Scottish Natural Heritage 
maintains it has no powers over their removal, 
and Historic Environment Scotland says it 
has no authority on the matter. Clearly the 
legislation has to change.
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Glencruitten Rise proposed 
housing development
It was with a degree of surprise that I read the 
editorial in � e Oban Times (May 2) in regard 
to Argyll Community Housing Association’s 
community consultation held on April 15 
regarding the a� ordable housing proposals at 
Glencruitten Rise, Oban.

Within the editorial, the sentence ‘Argyll 
Community Housing Association has not as 
yet provided enough information about its 
intentions, including the number of homes it 
hopes to build’ stands out.

If � e Oban Times had been at the commu-
nity consultation event held in Glencruitten 
Church Hall on April 15, they would have 
seen the following: a series of presentation 
boards covering the site layout, proposals for 
infrastructure and the approximate number of 
houses planned.

ACHA sta�  were in attendance throughout 
the consultation event which lasted four hours. 
� ey were there to answer any questions about 
the association, housing need and the timeline 
the association was working to.

It strikes me that you are damned if you do 
and damned if you don’t. 

Parts of Argyll, Oban included, are haemor-
rhaging young people because we don’t have 
adequate, a� ordable housing for them to live 
in and bring up their families.

� ere is also the linked issue of the jobs well 
paid in construction that developments like 
this provide. 

A lot of focus in the related front page article 
raises concerns about the access road, foot-
paths and street lighting.

A road safety audit has been commissioned 
and shared with Argyll and Bute Council, and 
its recommendations will be included in any 
formal planning application submitted.

It is not in ACHA’s interest to build homes 
without an adequate roads infrastructure and 
street lighting for our tenants, and, again, this 
will be part of any submission lodged with the 
local authority.

Alastair MacGregor,
Chief executive, 
Argyll Community Housing Association.

Full investigation is needed 
into FCS deer culling
� e numbers of deer shot out of season and 
during the hours of darkness by the Forestry 

Commission Scotland (FCS) raises some 
serious questions that require answers (Iain 
� ornber’s Morvern Lines, � e Oban Times, 
May 2).

� e FCS stated in 2001 that by 2004 deer 
numbers would be at a manageable level in 
forestry and contract stalkers would be phased 
out. Contract stalkers now number 100, while 
recently released � gures of deer culled out of 
season and during the hours of darkness in 
2017 to 2018 by the FCS stands at 37,115.

Is it any wonder deer are an ever-increasing 

problem in forestry today? It is not rocket sci-
ence: anybody with a grain of common sense 
should know that deer are a woodland animal 
and, unless fenced, the establishment of un-
fenced forestry schemes is a recipe for disaster.

� e majority of forestry schemes have no 
design features that are essential for deer 
control, and nor does the FCS employ adequate 
numbers of professional stalkers to deal with 
the current situation.

As it is illegal to use night-vision equipment 
to cull deer, questions must be raised as to 

Anyone who has had a pet dog will be 
familiar with the incalcuable part they 
come to play in the family’s life.

Perhaps more than any other pets, dogs 
become an essential, beloved part of the 
family.

So it is harrowing to report this week the 
events that led to the death of Benderloch 
woman Sarah Black’s little Jack Russell, 
Eddi.

Eddi succumbed to his injuries a� er 
being savaged by two large dogs on little 
Tralee beach. Despite the best e� orts of 
vets in Oban, 10-year-old Eddi could not 
be saved.

� e aggressive dogs who attacked Eddi 
were both on a lead but their owner, who 
is being sought by police, was unable to 
prevent the savage assault.

Sarah articulates only too well how 
her family have been devastated by what 
happened and now says she wants to make 
sure no other families have to go through  
what hers has endured.

All dog owners should be aware of their 
responsibilities to control their pets at all 
times. Little Eddi’s death has a lesson that 
all can learn from.

Dog owners must 
heed the lesson 
from fatal attack

Oban golfer Bob is a 
champion of the future
� ere was widespread delight across the 
Oban area at the weekend at the news 
that Glecruitten golfer Bob MacIntyre 
had � nished second at the British Masters 
European Tour event on Sunday.

It was a magni� cent e� ort from the 
young le� -hander, who came tantalisingly 
close to winning his � rst competition on 
the tour.

We share the excitement he generated 
with his performance and are sure he is a 
champion in the making.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would like 
to see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 
Fort William. 

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Bha e na thoileachas a bhith 
an làthair aig dà thachartas 
air an t-seachdain seo chaidh 
far an robh moladh ga dhèan-
amh air deagh charaidean a 
choisinn cliù mar cheathar-
naich dhan Ghàidhlig is dha 
cultar. 

Feasgar Disathairne ann an 
Talla Usher Dhùn Èideann 
chuartaich Comunn nan 
Còisirean Gàidhlig consairt, 
fon tiotal Glòir, de cheòl 
spioradail mar chuimhne 
air Iain MacLeòid a bha, am 
measg iomadh taic eile dhan 
Ghàidhlig, na bhall ann an 
Còisirean Lodainn, agus 
Chàrlabhaigh. Feasgar na 
Sàbaid ann an Talla-cluiche 
na h-Ìmpireachd an Inbhir 
Nis bha ceudan eile a’ noch-
dadh urram dha Feargaidh 
Dòmhnallach a dhearbh 
dhuinn, aig aois ochdad ‘s a 
dhà, leantainneachd a chuid 
ealantas ciùil.

Chan eil ann an aois ach 
àireamh thuirt Feargaidh, 
agus bha mi a’ cuimh-
neachadh a-rithist air Iain a 
chaill sinn cho òg agus cho 
aithghearr.

‘S math an sgàthan sùil 
caraid, agus ‘s i glòir nan 
càirdean as mìlse na mhil. 
Dà shean� acal a dh’� às à 
aithne air luach neach a tha 
airidh air urram airson na 

chuir e ri a choimhearsnachd. 
Dh’� aodadh fear seach 
fear de na sean� acail sin 
a bhith air a chruthachadh 
dha Iain MacLeòid airson 
a chuid dealais dha chuid 
cànain agus dualchas, agus 
bha an sluagh mòr a bha an 
làthair moiteil gun robh glòir 
ciùil a charaidean anns a’ 
chuirm eachdraidheil ud na 
dhearbhadh cumhachdach 
air an spèis a bh’ againn dhar 
caraid.

Bha Glòir an dà chuid 
tiamhaidh agus brosnachail, 
agus saoilidh mi gun do thog 
luchd-èisteachd dhachaigh le 
cuimhneachain bhlàtha air 
a’ cheòl agus air an laoch a 
bhathas ag urramachadh.

Ann an còmhradh 
eirmseach fosgailte a rinn 
Feargaidh Dòmhnallach le 
Gary Innes aig toiseach an 
tachartais ann an Inbhir 
Nis chualas gum bheil còrr 
air seasgad is sia bliadhna 
bho thòisich e ri cluich gu 
poblach.

Cha b’ iongnadh am far-
ainm “Rìgh nan Cèilidh” a 
bhith air ma-tà, agus cha b’ 
annas cuideachd cluinntinn 
cuid de na rudan èibhinn, 
agus duilich, a chunnaic e aig 
mìltean chuirmean a � ritheil 
e thar nam bliadhnaichean 
sin. Mar a bha cuideachd 

fìor a thaobh Iain MhicLeòid 
chan eil fearas-mhòr sam 
bith ann am Feargaidh, ged 
a tha e le làn-cheartas moiteil 
às na thug e dhuinn de cheòl 
le blas sònraichte thaobh an 
iar na Gàidhealtachd. 

Fhuaireas annlan air 
leth an uairsin le faisg air 
uair gu leth ag èisteachd ri 
còmhlan de shàr luchd-ciùil 
an cois Feargaidh agus cuid 
de theaghlach, agus ma 
bha dearbhadh a dhìth air 
a chuid comais aig ochdad 
‘s a dhà � uair sinn sin ‘s 
e gabhail “Eileanan Loch 
Mhaol Ruighe” ro dheireadh 
na h-oidhche. Guma fada a 
mhaireas na comasan sin, 
Feargaidh.

Last Saturday I was priv-
ileged to hear the massed 
Gaelic choirs of Scotland 
at Edinburgh’s Usher Hall 
performing Gaelic spiritual 
music in tribute to the late 
John MacLeod. 

On Sunday evening another 
large audience evidenced 
the lasting popularity of 
legendary Acharacle musi-
cian Fergie MacDonald, still 
performing at 82 years of age. 
Great Gaels both.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell)  

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

how it is possible to cull such high numbers of 
deer on the national forest estate, as deer that 
survive being shot at in the beam of a spotlight 
become a highly intelligent animal, and once 
they associate danger with the noise and lights 
of a vehicle, will immediately take � ight.

Many of today’s problems encountered in 
forestry have been caused by a lack of appro-
priate and e� ective long-term management. 
In other words, the symptoms of the problems 
have been addressed temporarily, as opposed 
to tackling the cause of the problem. When 

contract stalkers themselves voice concerns of 
unachievable cull targets, and in some cases, 
concerns that deer are shot outwith the na-
tional forest estate (NFE) and included in cull 
returns, it ‘indicates’ something is seriously 
wrong within the NFE and requires a full and 
thorough investigation.

Peter Fraser,
Catanellan, Crathie, Ballater.

Former merchant seaman 
seeks old colleagues
My name is Michael Gallagher and I am a 
former merchant seaman.

I sailed with Shaw Savill from 1970 to 1973 
and then P&O from 1973 to 1983.

I will be coming to Oban on the ship Queen 
Victoria on Friday June 7. If anyone who sailed 
with me would like to meet for a drink, please 
email me at superscouse69@gmail.com.

Michael Gallagher,
St Helens, Merseyside.

Climate change
Climate Change will impact us all sooner 
rather than later.   We must act now to create 
sustainable energy generation, transport and 
products.  

For example, Holyrood has not woken up to 
Scotland’s energy needs. Yes, much electricity 
is carbon free but we must double clean elec-
tricity production to replace oil and gas in our 
homes, cars and ships. 

England imports clean nuclear energy from 
France, so why is Scotland not looking at 
importing hydro power from Norway?  Down 
south, micro hydro in the Clyde and Kelvin 
will help Glasgow and Dumbarton. But here in 
Argyll, Holyrood must act to install a second 
turbine hall at the Cruachan Power Station.   
� e plan for the next millennium is not good 
enough.  

In addition, Argyll is a treasure trove of 
wildlife and the council should be lobbying for 
a county-wide UN World Heritage Centre to 
conserve to combat our disappearing natural 
world.

Every one of us must get back to the three 
Rs of reducing consumption and reusing and 
recycling products. So it is china mugs instead 
of plastic co� ee cups as our children’s future is 
in our hands.

Mike Foster, 
Pulpit Hill, Oban.

YOUR PICTURES

This week’s photograph was sent in 
by reader John Stewart who said this 
stunning image shows a peaceful sunset 
over the Falls of Lora taken from the 
village of Connel.
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DISTRICT NEWS

LUING
MULL

DALMALLY

Fund, an independent charity that 
distributes  net pro� ts from the 
Garmony Hydro Scheme to com-
munity projects on Mull, Iona and 
other nearby small islands.

� is year Tobermory Harbour 
Association � tted an 80-metre 
heavy duty breakwater pontoon to 
provide deep water berthing. � e 
attenuator extends out from the 
passenger landing pontoon that was 
installed in 2017 and is connected by 
a small bridge. 
� Isle of Mull Sportive is on June 2 
this year, from which all pro� ts go 
towards good causes in the area.

� e short route is 43 miles and 
the long one is 87 miles. � e start 
and � nish is just outside Hebridean 

� e � rst roof is up at Dunbeg’s new 
development of 300 homes.

MacLeod Construction,which 
has been on site since November, 
is working towards � nishing the 
project by March 2021.

Kenny MacLeod Jnr said watch-

ing the � rst roof being raised last 
week was a good feeling.

‘It’s always a moment when you 
feel as though the job is really 
getting started. It all went very 
smoothly. 

‘� e pace will really pick up now 

with us aiming to get a block of 
two up a week now,’ he said.

� ere are about 60 workers 
on the site but that will double 
then treble in the near future as 
plumbers, electricians, joiners and 
other trades join the project.

One roof goes on...now only 299 to go!

Deposit scheme must work 
for Western Isles, says MSP

Dalmally’s Got Talent is coming up 
at the village hall on Saturday June 
22 at 6pm. Entry is by donation.

Entry categories are for primary 
school age solo, high school solo, 
adult solo and groups and is £5 entry 
per act. To get an entry form, email 
dalmallysgottalent or call 07802 
850864.

Money raised will go to Dalmally 
school and the school residential 
trip.
� Dalmally Golf Club has a mixed 
seniors’ open event on Wednesday 
May 22 for men aged 55-plus and 
women aged 50-plus. Start times 
are 9am and 3pm, and handicap. 
Sponsored by Ben Cruachan Inn. 
For more information, email 
dalmallygentsfolf@outlook.com or 
plusetive@gmail.com

Parts of the Helensburgh to 
Dumbarton cycle path may be 
re-routed under options being pre-
sented to residents.

Argyll and Bute Council has 
appointed a consultancy company 
to oversee the process of routing the 
path from Cardross to Dumbarton.

It will also investigate options to 
change the route of the path between 
Cardross and Colgrain, which has 
not yet been constructed.

A public consultation event is due 
to take place to put proposals on 
display to Cardross residents, who 
have been sent a letter giving details.

� is has been requested by fund-
ing partners Sustrans, who wish to 
identify if the route is still the pre-
ferred one among residents, due to 
the length of time taken in planning 
the path.

� e event, staged by WSP consult-
ants, will take place in the Geilston 
Hall on � ursday May 16, with plans 
on display from noon to 8pm.

Youngsters at Easdale Primary 
School have been studying Around 
the World as their latest theme. 
During the Easter holidays, school 

mascot George visited France, 
pictured le� , and has now returned 
to tell the children more about the 
country. George even had time to 
read the Oban Times on his holiday.

Luing Community Council has its 
annual general meeting on Tuesday 
June 4 at 7.45pm at Cullipool Hall.

Waterside yoga is on Sundays 
2.30pm to 4pm and � ursdays 6pm 
to 7.30pm on the island. Call 01852 
314365 to � nd out more.

Dugie Macinnes is running one 
of his slate mosaic workshops at the 
Atlantic Islands Centre on Saturday 
June 8 or Sunday June 9 from 10am 

to 4pm. Booking is essential on 
01852 314096. Cost is £30, tools 
supplied and includes a soup and 
sandwich lunch.

A new research project in Tobermory 
Bay has secured £5,000 funding.

� e harbour environmental im-
pact study will monitor all existing 
and future seabed infrastructure in 
the bay and keep checking the e� ects 
it has on the marine environment 
and the organisms surrounding it.

Outcome reports will be made in 
� ve and 10 years. 

� e money for the long-term 
project came from the Waterfall 

HELENSBURGH

EASDALE

Raising the roof at Dunbeg.

Western Isles MSP Alasdair Allan 
last week questioned the Scottish 
Government on how proposals for 
a Deposit Return Scheme will apply 
to island communities such as the 
Western Isles.

Deposit return schemes, in ex-
istence round the world as a way 
of reducing litter and increasing 
recycling, see consumers pay a small 
deposit that is fully refundable once 
the empty bottle is returned.

� e islands MSP was questioning 
Environment Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham MSP during a min-
isterial statement in the Scottish 
Parliament outlining how Scotland’s 
new Deposit Return Scheme will 
work. It will include aluminium and 
steel cans, as well as drinks contain-
ers made of glass and Polyethylene 
terephthalate (PET) plastic with a 
20p deposit as part of plans to combat 
climate change.

Mr Allan said: ‘I very much wel-
come this progress. Deposit return 
schemes will have an important 
role to play in curbing litter and 
have proved to be e� ective in other 
European countries that have imple-

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

07917 358285 
01546 603989

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
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At random

A valiant e� ort
What a cracking game of football the West 
of Scotland Cup � nal turned out to be.

Oban Saints were tantalisingly close 
to li� ing their � rst major trophy, only 
eventually succumbing to Bannockburn in 
extra time.

Now, I previewed the match in this 
space last week with the footnote that I 
had once (a very long time ago) played for 
Bannockburn, where my loyalties still lie.

� at remains the case, but I wanted to 
sing the praises of the Saints team and their 
valiant e� ort against more experienced 
opponents. Indeed, the Saints club 
secretary, David Buchanan BEM, told me 
his team was populated with ridiculously 
young players, some only 16.

While the inexperience perhaps proved 
costly in the end, it bodes very well for the 
future at Saints. � ese teenagers will have 
learned valuable lessons from the club’s 
� rst major cup � nal and will turn out to be 
better players as a result.

I know the team celebrated having 
reached Friday night’s � nal in considerable 
style the following day at Aulay’s pub (Aulay 
Dunn, the landlord, is a long-time sponsor 
along with D&K La� erty Contractors).

It was a brilliant e� ort for which they 
deserve only praise.

In the dark over TV
I mentioned last week that as a rule I do 
not watch much television and would add 
that I have been somewhat bemused by the 
nationwide fervour over two programmes 
called Game of � rones and Line of Duty.

Confession time: I have never seen a single 
episode of either (and I am unlikely to 
bother now).

I was under the misapprehension that 
I must have been the only person in the 
country to be mysti� ed by their attraction.

Not so, apparently.
While enjoying a refreshment or two a� er 

work one evening last week, the subject of 
TV came up, so I voiced my ignorance of 
either of these two so-called blockbusters.

Imagine my surprise to discover my 
companions, Pele and Pete, were the same. 
It was reassuring to say the least.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

A� er almost 38 years in the 
law, Kath McMahon has hung 
up her lawyer’s gown for the 
last time.

Apart from her � rst three 
years, Kath has spent her whole 
legal career in Oban, with the 
last nine years with MacPhee 
and Partners.

Kath said: ‘I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my work which has 
been interesting, varied, 
challenging and surprising – 
just like the clients – but never 
boring.

‘While I will miss the people 
I have worked with, clients and 
colleagues alike, I am happy in 

the knowledge that my clients 
are le�  in the very capable 
hands of Billie Kirkham, who I 
have worked closely with over 
the past four years.’

Kath will retain her 
connection with the law as 
an honorary sheri�  in Oban 
Sheri�  Court.

Deposit scheme must work 
for Western Isles, says MSP

Oban solicitor Kath retires after 38 years

STRATHFILLAN

TAYNUILT
NORTH CONNEL

Retiring solicitor Kath McMahon, left, with Yvonne, her secretary of the past 25 years.

Lodge Restaurant in Tobermory. 
Cycle helmets must be worn at all 
times.

Visit mullsportive.co.uk to � nd the 
registration details. � e entry limit 
is 400 and there are not many places 
le� .
� � e next meeting of Mull 
Motorcycle Club will be on Friday 
June 7 at Glenforsa Hotel at 8pm.

North Connel and District 
Horticultural Show’s plant sale is 
on Saturday May 25 from 2pm until 
3pm at Benderloch’s Victory Hall. 
Admission including teas is £2 for 
adults and £1 for children.

Show schedules for later in the 
year will be available as well as 
tips on how to show. Anyone 
wanting to donate plants for sale 
can drop them o�  from 10am at 
the hall on the sale day.

Residents are requested to 
keep reporting any camping in 
non-camping areas to the Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 

National Park Authority. 
Requests for a big belly bin in the 
area have been denied because 
at £5,000 they cost too much to 
provide.

Broadband speeds in the 
Crianlarich area have been 
upgraded and those close to the 
exchange should be achieving 
around 15 to 18 mbps. 

BT customers should have re-
ceived an email con� rming this. 
Tyndrum also appears to have 

had an increase in speed.
Pu�  n crossings in Crianlarich 

and Tyndrum are being installed.

A new table tennis club is starting 
in the village at Otter Creek for 
all ages from seven upwards and 
for all abilities. 

Anyone interested in coming 
along should email btribello@
yahoo.co.uk to � nd out more.

mented them. It is important that the 
design of the system is � exible and 
takes into account people in island 
communities who may have to travel 
long distances to the nearest shop. 

‘It was therefore welcome to hear 
the Cabinet Secretary’s con� rmation 
that there will be scope within the 
scheme for communal return points 
to be set up, at community centres or 
schools for example, to make it easier 
for people to return items.’

Alasdair Allan MSP.
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OUTDOORS
Trails reopen to lead 
visitors to beaver 
family lodge
Anyone looking for something di� erent 
to do should come along to Barnluas-
gan and visit the nearby beaver lodge.

With the Barnluasgan car park and 
trails reopened after extensive upgrade 
work carried out by Forestry and Land 
Scotland (FLS) sta� , there has never 
been a better time to � nd evidence or 
catch a glimpse of these animals.

FLS visitor services ranger Joanne 
Maclean said: ‘The Knapdale beavers 
have been thriving since being reintro-
duced into nearby Loch Coille-Bharr in 
2009.

‘They’ve not been slow to move 
upstream into Loch Barnluasgan, 
where Bjornar and Millie have been 
since 2017 – almost as if they knew that 
we’d be upgrading and improving the 
woodland, the surrounding trails and 
the visitor car park.

‘As part of a bigger, long-term 
management plan to restore native 
broadleaf woodland, we’ve removed 
non-native trees which will help to 
stabilise steep slopes.

‘It’s all to manage and protect habitats 
and species – and our local beaver 
family seems to be impressed with our 
e� orts.’

Active from spring to late autumn, 
mornings and evenings are the best 
times to come along and catch a 
glimpse of resident beavers, Bjornar and 
Millie, and their four kits.

Start your journey in the Wildlife 
Information Centre before exploring 
around Loch Barnluasgan. Heading 
west from Cairnbaan on the B841, 
turn left onto the B8025 at Bellanoch. 
After about a mile, turn left towards 
Achnamara and you’ll � nd Barnluasgan 
just after the junction on the left.

Forestry and Land Scotland is currently 
reviewing the Land Management 
Plan for Knapdale which includes 
Barnluasgan. 

Get out to visit one 
of our natural jewels

Coire Ardair, Creag Meagaidh National Nature Reserve near Fort William. Photograph: Lorne Gill

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) is urging 
people to get outside at one of Scotland’s stun-
ning nature reserves during National Walking 
Month.

With May’s lighter evenings and improved  
weather, there’s never been a better time to 
visit a National Nature Reserve (NNR) and 
experience the best of our natural world.

Spring awakens a host of wildlife on our 
NNRs and while nature needs room to live 
and thrive there are many great places to 
experience its abundance.

With 43 sites throughout Scotland, from 
mountain tops to beaches, we’ve picked � ve 
walks to inspire people to enjoy the great 
outdoors this month.

1. Get the complete mountain experience at 
Creag Meagaidh NNR.

Creag Meagaidh is a magical place that lies 
between Fort William and Newtonmore and 
feels like the Highlands compressed into one 
reserve.

� e dramatic scenery takes in a wild moun-
tain plateau, ice-carved gullies and woodland 
being brought back to life thanks to pioneer-
ing conservation work.

� ree waymarked trails make it easy to 
explore the lower slopes of Creag Meagaidh, 
while a good path takes visitors up the glen 
to Coire Ardair – a wild and beautiful place 
where a lochan nestles beneath dramatic cli� s 
and eagles soar high.

2. Go wild on the Beinn Eighe NNR moun-
tain trail.

Stretching from loch-side to mountain top, 
Beinn Eighe in Wester Ross was Britain’s � rst 
National Nature Reserve and it is easy to see 
why. Rugged ridges and ancient Caledonian 
pines combine to make a visit to Beinn Eighe 
unforgettable.

Look out for dippers splashing in the cas-
cading burns, golden eagles soaring above the 
mountain tops and alpine plants clinging to 
the higher slopes.

3. Step back in time at Knockan Crag NNR.
Discover three billion years of geological his-

tory on a visit to Knockan Crag near Ullapool 
in the far north-west of Scotland. Find out 
more about an amazing story of colliding 
continents and scienti� c intrigue on a visit to 
the unique Rock Room visitor centre before 
exploring the sculpture and poetry trails.

Climb the steep Crag Top Trail for wonder-
ful views across Coigach and Assynt and an 
eagle’s eye view of deep time.

4. Spot wildlife galore at Loch Leven NNR.
Nature lovers don’t have to travel too far 

for one of the best wildlife experiences in 
Scotland with a visit to Loch Leven NNR near 
Kinross.   � e huge expanse of water is home 
to countless birds, with more breeding ducks 
than anywhere else in inland Europe.

Loch Leven is also rich in history and herit-
age – the castle is famed for having held Mary 
Queen of Scots captive.

One of the best ways to explore the reserve 
is to follow the 21km Heritage Trail around 

the loch. Visit the peaceful wildlife hides and 
in late summer keep an eye out for ospreys 
patrolling the loch in search of a � sh supper.

5. Explore the dunes of Forvie NNR.
� e stark beauty of the shi� ing dunes of 

Forvie to the north of Aberdeen have been 
compared to the Sahara Desert and are home 
to a huge variety of wildlife.

Take the waymarked Dune Trail to explore 
the River Ythan estuary, the dunes and beach, 
or extend your walk with a trip to the wonder-
ful hidden Hackley Bay.

Look out for guidance at the reserve for the 
best place to see the tern colony at nesting 
time, usually between April and July. � e 
mouth of the Ythan is also home to a large seal 
haul-out which can be best seen from nearby 
Newburgh beach.

For more ideas see https://scotlandsnature.
blog/2019/05/08/wonderful-woodland-wan-
ders-for-national-walking-month/
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and 
start times. Car sharing usually 
possible and people can try before 
they buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 

Thursday May 16: Druim Ghlaoidh,
Glen Fintaig
Walk with good view south west down 
the Great Glen. 

Park near end of tarmac road NN 
257 887. Head north east along track 
through wood cross Allt Grianach 
continue to the Allt Dubh. Turn west 
o�  track up steep side of hill will gorge 
to the right to reach the broad ridge 
Druim Ghlaoidh. Turn south west and 
pass spot heights 648, 636 and 537. 
About 300m passed spot height 537 
reach an unnamed burn. Turn down 
this burn cross the ‘parallel road’ to 
reach the road. Turn northeast back to 
the start 700m.

Grade: M; distance: 16km; height to 
climb: 100m; map(s): LR41, EX392; meet 
at: Fort William WM at 0930 for start of 
walk at 1000. 

Leader:  Andrew Gilbert 07808 
924722.

Saturday May 19: Ben Cruachan,
Loch Awe 
Ben Cruachan is one of the � nest 
Munros in the southern Highlands. The 
ridge walk to Stob Daimh makes a great 
circuit around the Cruachan reservoir.

Follow the path by the Alt Cruachan 
up to the dam and then onto the 
dam itself. Head round to the west 
of the reservoir and follow the path 
NW to Coire Dearg and the bealach 
then steeply N to the summit of Ben 
Cruachan. The ridge east passes by 
Drochaid Glas and then to Stob Diamh. 
Head south to Stob Garbh and then 
return south and then south west to 
the SE corner of the dam and hence 
the start.

Grade: S; distance: 14km; height to 
climb: 1400m; Maps LR50, EX377. Meet 
at Ballachulish TIC NN083584 at 0900 
for start of walk at 1000. Leader: Nigel 
Clark 07714 172420.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 

hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go out on the walk please contact 
club secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.

Saturday May 18: Sgurr nan Gillean, 
Isle of Skye
The summit of this � ne hill, � rst reached 
by this route in 1836, crowns the 
intersection of three splendid rocky 
ridges. The route is the longest and 
easiest, now known as the Tourist 
Route. It is well worth the drive for a day 
trip, or the logistics of an overnight or 
two camping in the vicinity.

Start from the Sligachan Hotel, 
NG485298. Parking is available at or 
near the hotel. Head W up the A863 for 
100m, then fork SW on a footpath lead-
ing to the FB over the Allt Dearg Mor. 
Cross the burn and continue up SSW 
on the path, which converges with the 
Allt Dearg Beag. Cross this on the FB* at 
NG474278, and follow the well-de� ned 
path S into Coire Riabhach. Continue 
S up out of Coire Riabhach, below the 
Pinnacle Ridge. The path becomes 
less steep as it reaches a shoulder and 
leads S into a small E-facing hanging 
corrie at about 500m alt. Climb up out 
of the corrie on scree, then boulders, to 
reach its rim at a point NW of the small 
summit of Sgurr Beag, 764m. Scramble 
up the South East Ridge to the summit 
of Sgurr nan Gillean, 964m. Return by 
the outward route.

*For a shorter day, avoiding exposed 
scrambling (but not reaching the 
main summit), do not cross this FB but 
continue S up the W bank of the Allt 
Dearg Beag to its issue from a deep 
rocky gorge. Climb up steep rocky 
ground until it levels at about 500m 
alt, then continue S over rock, high 
above the gorge and walk into Coire 
a’ Bhasteir. Several options are now 
available:-

*Return on the opposite side of the 
gorge by � rst gaining the small 540m 
summit then heading down N back to 
the FB. 

Alternatively, climb SW out of the 
corrie to reach Bealach nan Lice at 
NG464253, 870m alt then **return by 
Fionn Choire, or ***head N along the 
ridge to the summit of Sgurr a’ Bhasteir, 
898m, and descend its N or NE ridge

Distance: 12km *8km **10km ***9km; 
height to climb: 950m *590m **860 
***900. Suggested and coordinated by  
Kate Willis.

Foresters can help low-carbon farming
� e Institute of Chartered 
Foresters (ICFor) has welcomed 
the announcement by Scottish 
Rural A� airs Minister Mairi 
Gougeon on a new farmer-led 
initiative to drive low-carbon, 
environmentally sustainable 
farming practices in Scotland.

Ms Gougeon said that under re-
forms to the Farming For a Better 
Climate (FFBC) programme, a new 
group will be established to trail 
and develop ideas on farms which 
could provide practical, innovative 
solutions to help climate change 
mitigation, including carbon 
sequestration.

Martin Glynn, ICFor, the 
institute’s representative on the 
Climate Change Working Group, 
said: ‘Trees and woodlands can 
help deliver a variety of low-carbon 
solutions for farmers, not just by 
producing timber.

‘By providing shelter, and thus 
better growing conditions for crops 

and stock, they reduce the need 
for fertiliser. Reducing run-o�  
maintains and improves soil qual-
ity, and leaf litter increases carbon 
sequestration by soils. Farming 
and forestry can work together to 
produce a better climate.’

Shireen Chambers, executive di-
rector of the Institute of Chartered 

Foresters, said that members are 
already working with landowners 
to plant new forests using marginal 
land and working with farmers to 
see how smaller woodlands can 
bene� t them and help with carbon 
capture.

‘Professional foresters are ahead 
of the game. We are already work-
ing with landowners and farmers 
to show how trees can work in a 
sustainable, ecological and eco-
nomic way. 

‘People know about the detri-
mental impact of plastic on the 
environment and now they are 
becoming more aware of the role 
trees play in combating climate 
change and capturing carbon,’ she 
pointed out.

‘I welcome the report and hope 
that it will open up the debate even 
further on how trees can be the 
way forward in meeting climate 
change targets and how Scotland 
can take a lead on this,’ she added.

Shireen Chambers, executive director of the Institute of Chartered Foresters. Photograph: Julie Broadfoot

Mairi Gougeon MSP.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

A movie shot in and around 
Oban 17 years ago is part 
of an archive �lm festival 
touring Argyll this month in 
celebration of women.

Oban's Phoenix Cinema 
is joining the Raised Voices 
event, showing two �lms by 
Scottish director, producer, 
writer and cinematographer 
Lynne Ramsay.

�e Phoenix’s �rst o�ering 
is at 7.15pm on Sunday May 
19 and sees a screening of 
Ratcatcher, made in 1999.

Ramsay’s �rst feature-length 
�lm is suitable for aged 15 
upwards and follows a young 
Glaswegian boy named James 
a�er the death of his friend 
Ryan.

Chamber 
orchestra‘s �rst 
Oban visit
A highly-regarded student 
orchestra is staging a concert 
in Oban next week.

Glasgow University’s 
Kelvin Chamber Orchestra 
will perform in St John's 
Cathedral on Friday May 24 
at 7.30pm.

�e young musicans have 
toured Scotland at the end 
of May for the past two years 
but are visiting Oban for the 
�rst time. �is year's tour 
starts in St Andrews and 
culminating in Glasgow.

Under the baton of John 
Grant, the repertoire includes 
Beethoven's 2nd Symphony 
and the Orchestral Suite in 
D Major Op 49, composed by 
Saint Saens.

Warner. �e �lm, which is 
suitable for 15-year-olds,  
will be screened on Sunday 

Archive �lms celebrate women
With scarce dialogue and a 

subtle central performance, 
Ramsay lets the camera com-
municate James’ emotions. 

Images in Ratcatcher o�en 
feel disconnected and dream-
like, James’ guilt and grief 
forming an almost hallucina-
tory haze. �e �lm does not 
wallow in misery, with small 
moments of hope manifesting 
in forms such as a housing 
development, a friendship 
with a kindred spirit, even a 
rat tied to a balloon, says Jen 
Skinner from Screen Argyll.

Next up at the Phoenix 
Cinema is Morvern Callar, 
shot in 2002, �lmed in and 
around Oban, and based 
on the cult novel by Alan 

May 26 at 7.15pm. �is was 
Ramsay’s second feature �lm 
and stars Samantha Morton 

in a gritty study of grief. �e 
storyline follows Morvern’s 
journey following her hus-
band's suicide in the small 
port town where they live.

Raised Voices is also travel-
ling to Tiree, Campbeltown, 
Dunoon and the Isle of Bute.

Powering Women In Film 
is an event showing at Alan 
Stevenson House in Hynish, 
Tiree, on May 29 at 7pm. It 
is an archive programme 
from the National Library 
of Scotland, presented and 
curated by Ruth Washbrook.

�e Raised Voices project 
is supported by the BFI Film 
Audience Network as part of 
Changing Times: Women’s 
Histories.
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St Mary’s Space is getting 
ready for its next concert on 
June 1 with Lizabett Russo.

� e Scotland-based 
singer-songwriter merges 
her native traditions with 
elements of contemporary 
jazz, avant garde folk and 
world music in a range 
of in� uences e� ortlessly 
spanned by her powerfully 
versatile voice.

‘Lizabett played one of St 
Mary’s � rst house concerts in 
late 2017 which was fabulous 
and very well received, so we 
are super pleased she is re-
turning for her album launch 
Something-in-movement!’ 
said promoter Charlotte 
Smith from the Fasnacloich 
venue near Appin.

Doors open at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £10 and booking 
is essential.

Reviews of Something-in-
movement! include BBC 6 
Radio’s Tom Robinson who 
said: ‘� is is simply world-
class work, by any standard’.

Go to stmarys.space to � nd 
out more about the venue 
and other upcoming events.

Lizabett 
returns to St 
Mary’s Space

A spectacular garden on the 
banks of Loch Awe will open 
to visitors this weekend in aid 
of Dalmally-based charity 
Mary’s Meals, writes Yvonne 
Anderson, Scotland’s Garden 
Scheme’s Area Organiser for 
Argyll.

Braevallich Farm gardens 
are a breathtaking example 
of what’s humanly possible in 
taming the wild.

‘I’m an obsessive gardener,’ 
owner Philip Bowden Smith 
admitted. 

‘I grew up on a heather 
farm. My father and sister 
were horticulturists. It’s in 
my genes.

Having also tried his hand 
at � sh-farming and rhodo-
dendron cultivation, he is 
now devoted to his 11-acre 
garden. He has packed it 
with 226 varieties of rho-
dodendrons, 60 azaleas and 
evergreens and 700 cuttings 
in the greenhouse. � e farm 
garden has an orderly and 
� ourishing vegetable patch 
featuring peas, broad beans 

and potatoes. Philip recently 
expanded his woodland 
garden. � ere are new paths, 
dry-stone retaining walls and 
a suspension bridge spanning 
a deep ravine. 

A profound feat of engineer-
ing, the bridge means there 
is now a circular route past 
expansive tiered shrub and 
tree planting with spectacular 
vistas to Loch Awe. 

‘I formed the bridge’s foot-
path with wood from trees 
I had planted as saplings,’ 
Philip throws in casually.

For decades, he has stayed 
focused and ambitious for his 
garden, yet completely unas-
suming. To create a garden on 
this scale, you need courage, 
vision and gra�  and, without 
doubt, it has become his life’s 
work. 

‘What’s next?’ I ask Philip. 
‘At nearly 80,’ he replied, ‘I’m 
going to concentrate on keep-
ing what I’ve got. Also a bit of 
propagation and planting.’

A wry smile appears at this 
understatement. ‘� e garden 
is my escape. It’s what I live 
for. It never fails to bring a 
sense of peace and happiness.’

Braevallich Farm Gardens, 
by Dalmally, PA33 1BU, will 
be open this Sunday, and 

Spectacular garden on banks 
of Loch Awe open to visitors

Sunday June 9, from 1pm to 
5.30pm, as part of Scotland's 
Gardens Scheme.

Take your gardening ques-
tions and tap into Philip's 
extensive knowledge. Visitors 
can also enjoy delicious 
teas and take home unusual 
plants. 

� e £5 entry fee will go to 
Mary's Meals, which provides 
more than a million meals a 
day to hungry children. 

Garden owner 
Philip Bowden 
Smith and his 
wife Sarah.

Enjoy a visit to Braevallich Farm gardens this weekend.
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 16 AN CÈITEAN
THURSDAY 16 MAY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt) 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Opry le Daniel
21.50 Binneas – Na Trads (Cathy Ann 
MacPhee & Maggie MacInnes) (rpt) 
22.00 Mach a Seo! (rpt) 
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Ameireaga air Film  
23.15 Belladrum Highlights 2018 (rpt)
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Loch Maree) (rpt)
23.25 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

DIHAOINE 17 AN CÈITEAN
FRIDAY 17 MAY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Froachy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Prosbaig  (rpt)
20.00 Orain Oir (rpt)
20.25 Earrann Eachdraidh  (rpt)
20.30 Fuine S5  (rpt)
21.00 Air an Rathad (rpt)
22.00 Black Lake (rpt)
22.45 Belladrum 2016 – Bella Hardy (rpt)
22.50 Na Worlds 2018 (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 18 AN CÈITEAN
SATURDAY 18 MAY
16.00 ÙR | NEW: Championship Playo� s 2019 
18.20 Binneas - Na Trads (Duncan Chisholm) 
(rpt) 
18.30 An Là – News  
18.45 Wallace & Gromit - Mallachd an 
Fhir-rabaide (rpt)
20.00 Machair (rpt) 
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
20.30 Kerry is Kirsty: Srath Narann 

 (rpt)
21.00 Seirm  (rpt)
22.00 Ameireaga air Film  (rpt)
22.45 Dhan Uisge (Loch Loyne)  (rpt)
22.55 Belladrum Highlights (rpt)
23.00 Na Trads: An Dara Teud (rpt)
00.30 Trail West aig Barrowland (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 19 AN CÈITEAN
SUNDAY 19 MAY
16.00 Wallace & Gromit – Dlùth 
Bhearradh  
16.30 Ceòl bho Perthshire Am-
ber  
16.45 An Là – News  
17.00 Seachd Là – News review 
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
Hibernian v Aberdeen  
20.00 Leugh Mi  (rpt)
20.30 An t-Eilean  (rpt)
21.00 Am Fear Cinnidh Òg  (rpt)
22.00 Seirm S5  (rpt)
23.00 Black Lake (rpt)
23.40 Belladrum 2016 – C. Duncan (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Loyne) (rpt)

DILUAIN 20 AN CÈITEAN
MONDAY 20 MAY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Beartas nan Daoine (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30  ÙR | NEW: Dreach Ùr 
S2  
21.00  Pìobairean Lionacleit ann an NY (rpt)
22.00 Port – Druthag Eile (rpt)
22.30 An Làn – A’ beartachadh an Lain (rpt)
23.30 Mach a Seo! (rpt) 

DIMÀIRT 21 AN CÈITEAN
TUESDAY 21 MAY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 

19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 Kerry is Kirsty: Beinn Dobhrain gu 
Loch Liomhann (rpt)
21.00  Dubhlan an Data  (rpt)
22.00  Pìobairean Lionacleit ann an NY 
 (rpt)
23.00 Òrain Oir (rpt)
23.30  Alleluia  (rpt)

DICIADAIN 22 AN CÈITEAN
WEDNESDAY 22 MAY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Beartas nan Daoine  (rpt) 
19.30  Speaking our Language 
(rpt) 
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh 
(rpt) 
20.00  An Là – News 
20.30  An t-Eilean (rpt) 
21.00  An Drochaid  (rpt)
22.00  Fonn Fonn Fonn  (rpt)
22.30  Port - Druthag Eile (rpt)
23.00 Opry le Daniel (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Loyne) (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 23 AN CÈITEAN
THURSDAY 23 MAY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00    Baby Killer? Sgeulachd Jessie King 
(rpt) 
22.00 Mach a Seo! (rpt) 
22.25    Ìmpireachd Banrigh Bhictoria 
(rpt) 
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Loch Loyne) (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn (rpt)

George Orwell’s desperation 
to � nish 1984 on remote Jura 
may have cost him his life.

� e struggle to get it written 
at Barnhill, a secluded farm-
house on the island, is charted 
in a new novel out this month 
by Luing writer Norman 
Bissell, almost 70 years a� er 
the dystopian novel was � rst 
published.

Barnhill has been 12 years in 
the researching and writing, 
says Norman, whose book ex-
plores the crucial last six years 
of Orwell’s life in London, 
Paris and Jura, and brings a 
Scottish perspective to the 
growing body of work that 
reimagines the author, whose 
real name was Eric Blair.

� e book reveals the private 
man behind the celebrated 
public � gure – the tragic 
death of his wife, his devotion 
to his baby son and his fear of 
assassination at the hands of 
Stalinist agents.

‘I live in sight of Jura and 
became fascinated by the con-
trast between this beautiful 
place where Orwell lived and 
the horrors he depicts in 1984. 
I wanted to bring to life the 
man, his family and friends, 
and to tell the moving story 
of how he sacri� ced his own 
future for the greater good,’ 
said Bissell

1984’s terrifying vision of a 
future ruled by a surveillance 
state has never been more 
relevant than it is today, says 
Norman.

‘Orwell was passionate in 
his defence of truth. He was 
consumed by the need to alert 
us to what could happen if we 
do not stand up against those 
who lie and spy on us to main-
tain their power,’ he added. 
Barnhill was � nished a year 
ago and the past 12 months 
have been spent working with 

the editors. A visit to Jura in 
2006 and a walk up to Barnhill 
put the wheels in motion. 

‘� ere was no one there 
and the gate was closed so we 
didn’t go any further. A� er I 
came to live on Luing in 2007, 
I had the idea of writing a 
feature � lm screen play about 
George Orwell and a novel 
about his last years.

‘What intrigued me was how 
he wrote such a dystopian 
novel in such a beautiful place, 
so I started  investigating his 
life and re-read 1984, Animal 
Farm and lots of biographies, 
collecting memories of him 
and gradually began to � gure 
out a story,’ said Norman. 

In the book he gives a vivid 
portrayal of Orwell’s e� orts to 
be self- supporting on Jura.

‘� e � rst summer Orwell 
came to Barnhill in 1946 he 
created a garden and planted 
vegetables and fruit with the 
aim of being as self-su�  cient 
as possible. 

‘He was a great lover of na-
ture, which was what attracted 
me, because of the geo-poetics. 
He was very knowledgeable 
and interested in the natural 
world and animals of all kinds 
which is why he could write 
such a brilliant book about 
them in Animal Farm,’ said 
Norman.

While Orwell rented the 

Luing writer charts George 
Orwell’s last desperate years

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘He was a tortured artist 
who drove himself to 
� nish 1984. He was 
desperate to � nish it but 
never recovered from it’

Rewarding partnership and a great response lead to art exhibition
A new exhibition entitled 
Palimpsest, featuring artwork 
by 24 artists from across 
Scotland and beyond, opens 
on Saturday May 18 at An 
Lanntair, Stornoway, on the 
Isle of Lewis.

Originally inspired by the 
idea of Palimpsest, ‘something 
reused or altered but still bear-
ing visible traces of its earlier 

form’, this exhibition includes 
a selection of artworks created 
in response to this concept.

� e exhibition is the result 
of a partnership between the 
Society of Scottish Artists 
and An Lanntair. Exhibition 
co-curator James Lumsden 
said: ‘In 2018, we launched an 
open call to artists to submit 
proposals for artwork to be 

included in this exhibition. 
We were overwhelmed by 
the response, not only from 
across Scotland but also 
internationally.

‘� e title and theme of the 
exhibition is Palimpsest. 
� roughout the medieval 
period, because of the 
commodity value of writing 
materials, it was common for 
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN

THURSDAY 16TH MAY 
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
9.30am, 11.30am, 3.00pm, 5.00pm 
& 7.00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock�eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 17TH MAY
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock�eld Centre. 12-12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Disco - Pride Weekend
Open till 2am
Oban Gaelic Choir Quiz Night
Masonic Lodge
7pm for 7.30pm start
Rob Luft & Elina Duni
Contemporary Jazz Guitar & Song
St Conan's Kirk, Lochawe 
7.30pm

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk  
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see 
www.obanphoenix.com for more details
FRIDAY 17TH MAY
12:00/19:30 TOLKEIN 12A
16:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A
16:30 SHAZAM! 12A
20:00 THE CORRUPTED 18

SATURDAY 18TH 
12:00 MISSING LINK PG
12:15/16:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A
16:00 SHAZAM! 12A
19:00 TOLKEIN 12A
20:00 THE CORRUPTED 18

SUNDAY 19TH
12:30  MISSING LINK PG
13:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A
14:30 RED JOAN 12A
16:40 SHAZAM! 12A
17:00 PRIDE EVENT: PRISCILLA QUEEN OF THE DESERT
19:15  RATCATCHER 15
19:45 TOLKEIN 12A

MONDAY 20TH
12:00/19:45 THE CORRUPTED 18
16:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A
16:30 SHAZAM! 12A
13:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A

TUESDAY 21ST
12:00/16:30 SHAZAM! 12A
16:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A
19:30 TOLKEIN 12A
19:45 THE CORRUPTED 18

WEDNESDAY 22ND
12:00/19:30 TOLKEIN 12A
16:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A
16:30 SHAZAM! 12A
19:45 THE CORRUPTED 18

THURSDAY 23RD
12:00/16:15 AVENGERS:ENDGAME 12A
16:30 SHAZAM! 12A
19:30 TOLKEIN 12A
19:45 THE CORRUPTED 18

SATURDAY 18TH MAY 
Ganavan Sands Parkrun
Ganavan Sands
9:30am-12noon
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock�eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Cearcall Còmhraidh (Gaelic 
Conversation Group)
Furan Gaelic Centre
12noon- 1:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Disco with Stevo - Pride Weekend
Open till 2am
SUNDAY 19TH MAY
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock�eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher

MONDAY 20TH MAY
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock�eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead. 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Tuesday 21st May 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock�eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Carers Co�ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre
10:30am-12pm
WEDNESDAY 22ND MAY 
8 Week Mindfulness Course
The Rock�eld Centre
12-12:30pm
Beach Clean
Slip opposite Sta�ord Street
10:30am-12pm
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

Luing writer charts George 
Orwell’s last desperate years

farmhouse, he dug peat, went 
�shing, shot rabbits and got 
venison. 

�e book Barnhill begins 
in London when Orwell was 
thinking of coming to Jura.

He had a wife Eileen and 
they were about to adopt a 
little boy Richard Blair, but 
unfortunately she died from 

anaesthetic during surgery 
when the child was just 
nine-months-old.

‘A big part of the story was 
how he had to cope with the 
grief of losing his wife and 
about his devotion to his son. 

‘He went onto propose to 
three beautiful women but 
they all turned him down 
until eventually one woman, 
Sonia, did marry him in 
October 1949, but not long 
a�er he died from the e�ects 
of Tuberculosis. �ere’s a love 
story as well as a political story 
in the novel.’

In the �rst year on Jura, 
Orwell only wrote 50 pages 
of the book and in 1947 he 

�nished the �rst dra�, but the 
e�ort was so great that he went 
into hospital in East Kilbride, 
spending seven months there 
because the Tuberculosis he 
had earlier in his life came 
back.

He did recover and returned 
to Barnhill in 1948 but his 
health deteriorated and he le� 
Jura for the last time in 1949, 
going into a sanatorium in 
Gloucestershire. From there 
he was transferred to the 
university college hospital in 
London and died in January 
1950.

1984 was an immediate suc-
cess, also becoming America’s 
book of the month and selling 
in excess of 400,000 copies in 
its �rst year. 

‘He called the money he 
made ‘fairy gold’ because he 
had all that money coming in 
but was too ill to enjoy it. It’s 
quite a tragic story. 

‘He was a tortured artist who 
drove himself to �nish 1984. 
He was desperate to �nish it 
but never recovered from it,’ 
said Norman.

Barnhill, published by 
Luath Press Limited, will 
be launched on May 23 at 
Glasgow’s Hillhead Library, 
followed by a reading from the 
novel at the Atlantic Islands 
Centre, Luing, on Friday May 
31 at 7pm.

Norman Bissell will be 
at Waterstones, Oban, on 
�ursday July 18 at 7pm 
and be giving a talk to Lorn 
Natural History Group on 
Tuesday July 9 at 7.30pm in 
Seil Hall.

�e author will also be ap-
pearing at Islay Book Festival 
between August 29 and 
September 1.

As well as being an author, 
Norman Bissell, who runs 
Luing Stores with his partner 
Birgit Whitmore, is a poet and 
director of the Scottish Centre 
for Geopoetics. 

‘He was a tortured artist 
who drove himself to 
�nish 1984. He was 
desperate to �nish it but 
never recovered from it’

Rewarding partnership and a great response lead to art exhibition
vellum manuscripts to have 
the original text scraped o� 
and written over.

‘With forensic and other 
techniques it became possible 
to reveal the original writing, 
which could be more signi�-
cant than what came a�er.’

Society of Scottish Artists 
president and Palimpsest 
co-curator Sharon Quigley 

commented: ‘We’re delighted 
to collaborate with An 
Lanntair on this exhibition. 
We’re excited to be bringing 
a selection of works by estab-
lished and up-and-coming 
artists to Stornoway.’ 

An Lanntair head of visual 
arts and literature Roddy 
Murray added: ‘It’s been a 
rewarding and constructive 

experience working with the 
Society of Scottish Artists 
and we’re thrilled to present 
their work in Stornoway. 
�e Palimpsest concept is 
particularly appropriate and 
makes this an extensive, yet 
focused and exhibition. �e 
cultural history of the islands 
is written and overwritten on 
the land.’

North Connel & District  
Horticultural Show 2019

PLANT SALE 
Saturday, 25th May

Victory Hall, Benderloch
2.00-3.00pm

Admission - Adults £2, Children £1
Donations of plants to sell will be most 

welcome at the hall from 10am

Oban Gaelic Choir

Quiz Night
Friday 17 May 2019

Masonic Lodge, Albany Street
7pm for 7.30pm start

£5 per person 
Scottish Charity No. SC041027

ROB LUFT &  
ELINA DUNI
Contemporary  

Jazz Guitar & Song
St Conan's Kirk, Lochawe 

Friday 17th May, 7.30pm 
Refreshments

£10 (£8 Friends) on door
under 16s free

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
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One of the Nordic Fiddle 
scene’s leading acts will be 
performing at An Crùbh, 
Duisdale, Skye, this weekend.

Frigg’s talented Finnish folk 
musicians present high-en-
ergy stage shows combining 
Nordic musical mastery with 
bluegrass Americana.

Tickets and further infor-
mation about the show, on 
Saturday May 18, is availabe 
from www.seall.co.uk

Frigg �ddle band.

A star-studded line-up of 
Scottish traditional musi-
cians who have an association 
with the sport of shinty 
are coming together as �e 
Caman Connection exclu-
sively at next month’s Oban 
Live concert in the famous 
shinty grounds of Moss�eld 
Stadium.

From shinty anthem Clash 
of the Ash by Runrig to 
Fergie MacDonald’s �e 
Shinty Referee, �e Caman 
Connection will showcase 
the songs, lyrics and melodies 
that feature or have been 
inspired by the sport.

Being no stranger to 
Moss�eld Stadium, both on 
the pitch and on the Oban 
Live stage, Scottish musician, 
broadcaster and former 
Scotland shinty captain 
Gary Innes is leading the 
collaboration.

Gary, who was just 
recently announced as 
the �rst Camanachd Cup 
Ambassador, will be joined 
by Iain Bayne, Runrig; 

Donald Shaw, Capercaillie; 
Mischa MacPherson; Fergie 
MacDonald, �e Ceilidh 
King; Ewen Henderson, 
Mànran; Alec Dalglish, 
Skerryvore; and Steve Byrnes.

Each musician in the group 
will proudly don their shinty 
club strip and colours during 
the Oban Live set.

Highlighting the growing 
popularity and strength of 
women’s shinty over recent 
years, Gary has also written – 
exclusively for the Oban Live 
collaboration – a new song 
called Feel the Power, which 
will be performed by the 
talented Lewis-born Mischa 
MacPherson, 2014’s BBC 
Radio 2 Young Folk Award 
winner and Gaelic Singer of 
the Year at the MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards.

Musician Steve Byrnes will 
represent shinty’s shared 
roots with hurling, Ireland’s 
native Gaelic game that is 
thought to date back several 
thousands of years.

Steve was brought up in 

the great hurling county 
of Waterford, Ireland, and 
played the sport throughout 
his school years. 

Hurling and shinty have a 
strong connection to Oban’s 
Moss�eld Stadium as, up 
until a few years ago, many 
of the shinty/hurling interna-
tionals between Scotland and 
Ireland were played there.

�e return to Moss�eld 
Stadium for Gary Innes to 
perform and celebrate music 
in�uenced by shinty, along-
side his fellow musicians, is 
expected to be an emotional 
experience for the star. 

Gary said: ‘My last ever 
game of shinty was at 
Moss�eld Stadium in 2014 
when we won the league. 

'I wrote ‘�e Caman Man’ 
as a poem the day a�er and 
I certainly never thought for 
a second I’d be singing it �ve 
years later on the same �eld. 

‘To go on the Oban Live 
stage and perform music that 
celebrates the sport in the 
famous shinty grounds of 
Moss�eld, as well as playing 
alongside such a talented 
group of musicians as part of 
the Caman Connection, will 
be unforgettable.’

He added: ‘Feel the Power is 
a song for all the wonderful 
woman who have graced the 
shinty �elds. 

‘It’s so positive to see 
women’s shinty continuing 
to �ourish at every level 
and age group, and having 
just welcomed our own 
little daughter Gracie into 
the world a couple of weeks 
ago, I felt Oban Live would 
be a �tting occasion to mark 

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Musicians 'caman' together 
for Oban Live shinty music

Leading 
Nordic �ddle 
act takes to  
Skye stage

with this special band all the 
young women, mums and 
grannies, past and present, 
who have contributed to the 
development and longevity of 
our special game.’

Daniel Gillespie, manag-
ing director of Oban Live 
and co-founding member 
of Skerryvore, said: ‘It is a 
real honour for Oban Live 
to have such a wealth of 
talented Scottish traditional 
musicians come together 
to bring the culture of the 
sport from the pitch onto 
the stage. 

‘Many of the audience will 
have stood on the edges of the 
Moss�eld pitch to watch the 
games or will have played or 
have family connections to 
the sport. 

‘�e shinty anthems sched-
uled for the set will certainly 
spark memories and encour-
age great craic.’

He added: ‘A huge thanks 
to Gary for creating and 
directing this amazing  
collaboration for Oban Live.’

Gary Innes.

Trio of chefs make their mark on Argyll

Greig Smyth
Greig hails from Arran, 
where he worked initially at 
the Auchrannie Hotel before 
moving to Kintyre in 2005. 
Employed as a chef at the Old 
Clubhouse when it was �rst 
renovated by Southworth 
Developments in 2009, Greig 
moved on to the redeveloped 
Royal Hotel where he has en-
joyed two spells as Head Chef 
at the Harbourview Grille 
and Black Sheep pub, starting 
at the latter in October 2016.

Greig describes his set 
menus as “extremely varied”, 
which of course they must be. 

�e Royal Hotel occupies a 
central location in the town, 
and the loyal local clientele 
that frequent the premises 
expect the kitchen to serve 
them “a bit of everything”. 

A bit of everything has to 

be prepared to an extremely 
high standard in order to 
ensure that these repeat cus-
tomers keep returning, and 
Greig pays tribute to the loyal 
and experienced members of 
sta� that work with him. 

He stresses that a kitchen 
that can and does produce a 
huge volume of meals on a 
daily basis all year round has 
to run like clockwork in order 
to maintain high standards, 
and it is only possible to do 
that if everybody involved in 
the operation works hard and 
knows their job inside out. 

A busy kitchen can be a vol-
atile environment in which 
to work, so it is testament to 
Greig s̀ ability as a manager 
that he has managed to not 
only put together a highly tal-
ented team, but to keep them 
working together happily 
over a long period of time.

Greig insists on using local 
produce whenever he can, 
and he uses this to good 
e�ect, creating a variety of 
interesting daily specials. 

His regular menu includes 
long-standing favourites 
such as his legendary chicken 
tenders and the always sensa-
tional seafood pie, but there 
is enough variation to ensure 
that all palettes are catered for 
and that there is something 
to suit every taste and every 
member of the family. 

�e OCH’s world-famous 
haggis nachos for example are 
a classic example of a simple 
starter which has been given 
a Scottish twist before being 
embellished with cleverly 
selected side dishes.

�e OCH is a friendly meet-
ing place for all, and Colin has 
made it a personal mission 
to ensure that nobody ever 
leaves hungry!

Colin Bellamy
Local man Colin has worked 
at the Old Clubhouse in the 
village at Machrihanish 
since 2011, having previously 
gained experience at several 
of Campbeltown’s more nota-
ble hotels. Colin describes the 
cuisine in the OCH as ‘high 
quality pub food’, and he 
prides himself on producing 
a varied menu which will 
appeal to all the members of 
the local and visiting families 
who frequent the premises, 
while also satisfying the pal-
ettes of guests staying at the 
Ugadale Hotel and cottages, 
and visiting golfers who are 
drawn to the warm, welcom-
ing environment. 

Colin strives to mix up his 
menus whenever possible, 
making best use of Scottish 
and especially local produce. 

Gordon McNeill
Gordon was born on the 
island of Gigha and cut his 
teeth in the catering business 
at the Putechan restaurant on 
the Kintyre coast before serv-
ing a working apprenticeship 
at several of the West Coast̀ s 
top eateries. 

A spell at the Gleneagles 
Hotel was followed by a stint 
at prestigious Tuddenham 

Mill, before Gordon spread 
his wings abroad, working for 
two private families in Italy. 

A return to Kintyre to visit 
family a�er an absence of 18 
years resulted in a chance 
meeting with the new owner 
of the business that was to 
become �e Boat House in 
Gigha. It was a meeting which 
started a working relation-
ship that was to last six years 
and see Gordon earn himself 
a reputation for producing 
the �nest dishes, specialising 
in the use of local seafood.

Gordon had the desire to 
take all the experience he had 
gained during his time at the 
Boat House – along with his 
natural inventiveness and 
boundless enthusiasm for his 
cra� – and bring it to a bigger 
and more accessible stage, so 
he was delighted when the 
opportunity presented itself 
to have his name associated 
with the prestigious Ugadale 
Hotel. 

�e hotel has always had a 
reputation for serving good 
quality food, but it would be 
fair to say that the focus has 
previously been on producing 
essential meals for visiting 
golfers and hotel guests 
rather than on the food itself 
and Gordon is keen to change 
this. He said: ‘People rightly 
come to stay at the Ugadale 
for the golf, and that will 

never change. But it is my 
goal to have people come here 
speci�cally to enjoy the food 
that we produce, rather than 
just to eat here because it is 
the restaurant attached to the 
hotel.’

Gordon’s enthusiasm for 
local produce and the incred-
ible food he can create with it 
is inspiring.

For example, with the right 
ingredients available on the 
day, he can produce:
z Queenies cooked with 

Springbank whisky and 
Arran Cheddar, or
z Tandoori lobster tail with 

horseradish, apple, cucumber 
and mint, and
z Sashimi Tuna with pick-

led ginger, soya and wasabi.
Although the focus of 

Gordoǹ s set menus will be 
on seafood, shell�sh and 
grill, his use of daily special 
boards will ensure a �uid and 
always interesting selection 
of exciting food is available 
daily from his kitchen. 

�e appointment of Gordon 
as executive chef signals 
a bright new dawn for the 
Ugadale Hotel and his food 
will undoubtedly become a 
huge draw for potential hotel 
guests and for the lucky peo-
ple of south Kintyre, who can 
now sample his exceptional 
menus even more easily than 
they could previously.

Advertorial



Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
1300 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.
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Across

1 Praise (4)

3 Dampness (8)

9 American Indian hut (7)

10 Become rotten (5)

11 From Skye maybe (12)

13 High pitched utterance (6)

15 Wholly (2,4)

17 Song at the end/start of the year (4,8)

20 Battle weapon (5)

21 Essential for metabolism (7)

22 Writer (8)

23 Song of praise (4)

Down

1 Salacious (8)

2 Worrier's worry (5)

4 Fish hawk (6)

5 Where they're off from! (8,4)

6 Experience (7)

7 Uniform (4)

8 Having no regard for others (4-8)

12 Move directly towards (4,2,2)

14 Harsh (7)

16 Splits (6)

18 Scrumptious (5)

19 Land off land (4)
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Strictly Come 
Cèilidh Singing 
winner
� e Strictly Come Cèilidh 
Singing competition to raise 
funds for the Glasgow Mòd 
was a fantastic night.

Congratulations to Fiona 
Ross who was crowned 
champion by judges 
Raymond Bremner, Riona 
Whyte and Derek MacIntosh, 
who were all given paddles 
similar to the television 
show. A drum roll rang out 
as the winner was announced 
and the Charlie Kirkpatrick 
Band burst into a chorus of 
‘Congratulations’.

� e committee expressed 
its thanks via Facebook to 
all the competitors, judges, 
band, singers and hosts for 
the evening.

Everyone is looking 
forward to hearing what the 
next fundraising event will 
be for the Royal National 
Mòd to be held in Glasgow 
between Friday October 11 
and Saturday October 19.

Record numbers 
for Glasgow’s 
Provincial Mòd
� e buzz around the Royal 
National Mòd coming to 
Glasgow has obviously had a 

If you are in Glasgow, you may spot a Mòd Ghlaschu taxi 
out and about – reminding everyone the Royal National 
Mòd is coming to the city in October.

positive e� ect on this year's 
Glasgow Provincial Mòd 
with a record breaking 732 
entries.

� e best attended Glasgow 
Provincial Mòd to date will 
take place on Saturday June 
7 and Sunday June 8 in Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu – the 
Glasgow Gaelic School.

A’ Hooligan play in 
the Park Bar
Last Saturday evening, A’ 
Hooligan became the latest 
band to make their Park Bar 
debut.

Fronted by Spean Bridge 
singer/guitarist Marianne 
Fraser and her husband 
Liam Stewart, the band 
describe themselves as a 

‘mad-trad group from the 
Scottish Highlands’. Shaun 
MacEachan on drums/cajon 
and Alanna MacCuaig on 
piano complete the line-up.

� e Park Bar has been 
� lming one or two songs 
each night Live on Facebook 
which is proving handy for 
me, while I am on tour down 
south with Tide Lines as I 
can tune in and see what’s 
going on.

Going by what I watched on 
Saturday night, A’ Hooligan 
had the place singing and 
dancing along.

Beò Festival 
begins
� is Friday and Saturday, 
people will be making the 

long journey from Glasgow 
to Skye for the inaugural 
Beò Festival. Held in the 
gardens of Armadale Castle, 
this event has a traditional 
feel to the line-up and Gaelic 
at its heart. Headlined by 
the Vatersay Boys and Trail 
West, with bands such 
as Beinn Lee, Ho-ro and 
Gunna Sound also on the 
programme, it is sure to be 
a great cèilidh and I dare 
say those who make the 
journey up from Glasgow 
will return next week with 
plenty stories to tell in the 
Teuchter Triangle. � ere are 
still tickets le�  so why not 
make the trip?

Clydebank 
Highland 
Association AGM 
postponed
� e annual general meeting 
of Clydebank and District 
Highland Association will 
now be held in Napier Hall, 
Old Kilpatrick, on Friday 
May 24 at 7.30pm and 
not May 22 as previously 
intimated, as the venue is 
being used for  European 
election voting.

Islay Inn
Friday May 17: the Keelies
Saturday May 18: J Clarke 5.

Skipinnish’s new album Steer 
by the Stars is a clear mark of 
the band’s success as they get 
ready to celebrate their 20th 
anniversary.

From humble beginnings 
performing in pubs, clubs 
and village halls in 1999, the 
rise of Skipinnish over recent 
years has been astounding.

Since the release of their 
2017 album � e Seventh 
Wave, Skipinnish have been 
riding their own wave of 
popularity with sell-out 
shows across the country’s 
most prestigious venues, 
chart hits, and a snowballing 
home and international 
fan-base.

With more than 10 million 
streams on Spotify, millions 
of views on YouTube and an 
insatiable demand for their 
live shows, the Skipinnish 
wave continues to rise.

Steer by the Stars moves for-
ward on familiar Skipinnish 
themes of ocean, island land-
scapes, love, hope, mortality, 
friendship and the pull of 
home.  With their trademark 
mix of self-penned songs and 
strong tune sets, the album 

Blues band Mudslide put on a 
foot stompin’ performance in 
Benderloch on Friday.

Keeping feet still was not 
an option even for those 
who resisted the draw to 
the dance � oor. � e rhythm 
was tight on the night with 
a brilliant set that was feisty 
and full-on. If you missed 
it, catch them if you can at 
Inveraray’s Bluebell Festival 
at the George Hotel on 
Saturday May 25.

Coming up next on Friday 
June 14 at Benderloch 
‘Palladium’ is folks and roots 
musician James Hickman 
with � ddle player Dan 
Cassidy, brother of Eva, then 
on Friday June 21 hold on to 
your hats for � e Budapest 
Cafe Orchestra.

Go to Victory Hall Gigs 
on Facebook or phone 01631 
720247 to book seats.

 

creates a satisfying mix of 
emotions building on the 
background of their now 
classic anthems, including 
Walking on the Waves, � e 
Island, Alive and Western 
Ocean. Steer by the Stars will 
be released for download and 
across all digital platforms 
on Friday May 17.

On Saturday May 25, 

Skipinnish will play to 
a packed Usher Hall in 
Edinburgh where songs from 
the new album, mixed with 
their older material, will be 
performed live for the � rst 
time. Other 20th anniversary 
concerts include: Friday July 
5: Bught Park, Inverness, and 
Friday October 25: Glasgow 
Royal Concert Hall, Glasgow.

Blistering 
blues night at 
Benderloch

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

New album marks 20th anniversary
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MacIntyre’s of Oban 
opens for fi ne clothing
Oban is set to welcome one of Inveraray’s most iconic and 
best-loved shops with the opening of MacIntyre’s of Oban.

MacIntyre’s of Inveraray has 
been selling clothes in the 
Royal Burgh since 1863 from 
its Main Street premises 
which have been completely 
reinvigorated under the 
ownership of Scott Sweeney.

Now Scott and his team 
are bringing their refresh-
ing take on selling classic 
country clothes, be they 
casual or tailored, and a 
wide range of footwear 
and accessories, to George 
Street, Oban.

HIGH-END COUNTY 
WEAR BRANDS

� ese high-end county 
wear brands include 
Dubarry, Barbour, Schö� el, 
Loake, Fairfax & Favor, 
Anna Lascata, Hicks & 
Brown, Joules and many 
more. 

‘I have always wanted to 
open a shop in Oban, and 
with the large number of 
people coming from the 
Oban area down to visit us 
in Inveraray it makes sense,’ 
said Scott.

Both stores will be selling 
the same portfolio of brands 
but each will have different 
stock.

‘They won’t be car-
bon-copies,’ said Scott. ‘In 
Oban we are expecting to 
see customers from the 
marina and cruise ships.’

The shop in Oban will be 
run by Scott’s sister-in-law 
Nicky.

Scott Sweeney
Scott Sweeney is from 
Minard and a former pupil of 
Lochgilphead High School.

Many people will know him 
from his deer-stalking, for 
both Argyll Estates and now 
for the Forestry Commission.

‘I still keep my hand in,’ said 
Scott, ‘as well as running the 
shops.’

He � rst bought another fa-
mous Inveraray shop, Dewar’s 
Boot Store, before going on to 
purchase MacIntyre’s.

‘At Dewar’s we sell more 
outdoor sporting clothing,’ 
said Scott.  ‘My work as a 
stalker has helped inform our 
stock decisions; I know what 
does and doesn’t perform 
in the � eld, and friends and 
colleagues give me feed back. 

‘We always stock products 
we believe in � rst and 
foremost.’

Great asset
Fellow Inveraray shop keeper 
Robbie Kennedy-Elliott, of 
the Pier Shop, thinks that 
MacIntyre’s of Inveraray is 
a great asset to the town and 
the new Oban store will be 
the same.

‘It is good to have a quality 
shop like MacIntyre’s here; 
it has reinvigorated the 
townscape.  It’s good for local 
people as well as tourists, 
especially when it comes 

to buying a gi�  or treating 
yourself.

‘� e same applies to Oban 
and I am sure that Scott and 
the team will do very well 
there. I know I am not alone 
in wishing them all the best 
for this new venture.’

Famous brands 
and some smart 
new names
MacIntyre’s stocks some of 
the big names that people 
know and love; Barbour, 
Dubarry, Schö� el, Johnson’s 
of Elgin and Loake, plus 
Jules, Orca Bay,  Tilley, Brodie 
Cashmere and tailoring by 
Brook Taverner for men and 
Anna Lascata for women.

BARBOUR
Barbour has an incredibly 
long history with waxed 
cotton, dating back to 1894; 
arguably Barbour’s use of this 
material is the longest run-
ning and most consistent in 
the world today. � e � rm has 
developed its brand over the 
years and is equally famous 
for its quilted and down jack-
ets and jumpers and shirts.

DUBARRY
� e Dubarry Galway boot 
is one of the most popular 
amongst MacIntyre’s 
customers.

 Scott Sweeney with fellow Inveraray retailer Robbie Kennedy-Elliott.

Advertorial

We are a British family brand best known for our machine washable Grade A 
cashmere that is designed in England and produced in Mongolia. We strive to 
create collections that are long-lasting, both in quality and style, whilst using 

production methods that are both animal and environmentally friendly.

At Brodie we understand that versatility within a wardrobe is integral to keeping up 
with the fast paced world we fi nd ourselves in; our new styles will take the wearer 

from day-to-night; from sophisticatedly elegant to fashion forward, and at all times will 
provide optimum luxury and comfort. Fashion knows no age, neither does Brodie.

We are thrilled to offer our collection at MacIntyres in Inveraray and Oban. 
Congratulations and good luck on your new venture.
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Dubarry of Ireland’s begin-
nings were in the design and 
manufacturing of �ne leather 
shoes; beginning in 1937, a 
co-operative company was 
established to provide employ-
ment in Ballinasloe, Galway.

SCHÖFFEL
�e brand began in 1804 in 
Bavaria; it is presently run 
by Peter Schö�el, the sixth 
generation of the family.

�e success of the Schö�el 
country range started with 
the Ptarmigan shooting coat, 
and the company has built 
on a foundation of uncom-
promising quality; the result 

is a range of specialist and 
stylish clothing designed for 
the country.

LOAKE
Loake have made premium 
grade shoes n Kettering, in 
the same factory that brothers   
John, �omas and William 
built in 1894. �e Goodyear-
welted construction for 
which Loake is renowned 
is an intricate process with 
origins going back over 300 
years.  Each pair takes eight 
weeks to make.

FAIRFAX & FAVOR
Fairfax and Favor is a newer 
brand, launched in the 

1980s and specialising in 
traditional boots, shoes and 
accessories. �e �rm’s take 
on the traditional Spanish 
equestrian boot is one of its 
most popular lines for wom-
en and its Chelsea and market 
boots for men, along with 
loafers and driving shoes.

BROOK TAVERNER
Brook Taverner’s tailoring 
has been available since 1912 
and its take on the traditional 
Harris Tweed jacket is a 
modern classic; the lining 
features a map of the Western 
Isles woven in; it is this kind 
of attention to detail in lin-

ing, buttonholing and �nish 
that is making this jacket a 
must-have.

ANNA LASCATA
Anna Lascata is a European 
luxury brand with its col-
lections based on tradition 
but translated into a new 
perspective: traditional 
materials and classic shapes 
restyled into new designs and 
modern cuts.

�e pieces work beautifully 
together and its spring/sum-
mer 2019 collection features 
�nest quality fabrics in sand 
and blue, graphic patterns with 
lurex and a lovely check in a 
cotton silk and linen blend.

Good Luck to

MacIntyres of Oban
on the opening of their new store from

Good Luck to

MacIntyres of Oban
on the opening of their new store from



Vote now for your top 10!
Like the weather (hopefully!) the competition is real-
ly hotting up. We have received hundreds of entries 
over the past two weeks and it is now time to reveal 
our gorgeous Top 20 Bonniest babies. As you can 
see, it is a joyous collection of sheer cuteness and 
thanks go to everyone who has voted so far
We are now nearing the climax of our competition 
and are now asking you to vote for the Top 10, with 
voting closing at 10am on Tuesday May 28th - we 
are giving you an extra day because of the Monday 
bank holiday - and the Top 10 will be announced on 
Thursday 30th May. 
Voting is still very close, so to make sure your fa-
vourite makes it into the Top 10, complete the voting 
coupon (make sure it comes from either the 16th 
May or 23th May issues) and either post them to us 
or hand them in to our Oban or Fort William offices. 
Vote for your favourite now!

Terms & conditions: One coupon counts as one vote. From Thursday the 16th of May 2019 you will be able to vote for your favorite Bonnie 
Baby. Over the next few weeks we will publish in our papers and the digital editions the pictures of the entries. You will be able to vote for the 
baby you think should win either by purchasing a paper or if you are a paid for Digital Subscriber. You can vote for their favorite by emailing 
the number and name of chosen baby to bb@obantimes.co.uk – please include the email that you used to subscribe to our service with. This  
email will be checked against our live subscribers records and if valid - one vote will be allocated to your chosen entry – Only one vote per 
week per valid subscriber is allowed and duplicate votes will be discarded. If you wish to put in more votes you must purchase additional cop-
ies of the paper Your email address will only be used to validate your vote and will then be deleted – it will not be used for any other purpose.
Customer services: 01631 568000. Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted. The deadline to receive votes is 10am, Tuesday May 28th. 

I would like to vote for:
Baby number*: ...............................................................
Baby’s name:  ................................................................
Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies VOTE, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.
*Baby number must be supplied. This can be found at the top left of each baby 
photograph. 
Photocopied voting coupons will not be accepted 
and will not count as one vote. 
You may send in multiple voting coupons in one envelope.
Coupons can also be handed in to our offi ces in Oban 
and Fort William.

VOTING COUPON

Vote now for your top 10!

WIN £500

James Aitchison
Born February 2018 Fort William

014

Koa Eldon
Born December 2017  Fort William

015

Matthew Russell
Born October 2018 Oban

017 Carley  Norris 

Olivia Kerr
Born December 2018  Oban

018



bonnie babies 2019

Ryan Ward
Born October 2018  Oban

019

Alba McNicholas Smith
Born February 2019  Helensburgh

029

Willow Durkin
Born December 2017  Oban

045

Hollie McMillan
Born October 2018  Oban

032

Nathan MacKechnie
Born July 2018  Oban

037

James Donald Morrison
Born April 2018  Isle of Islay

033

Cooper Stewart Cunningham
Born June 2018  Connel

039

Fraser Shaw
Born September 2018  Lochgilphead

040

Allan Alvadia
Born September 2018  Oban

050

Emma Maclean
Born September 2018  Oban

061

Mila Mccracken
Born November 2017  Oban

058

Carter Harvey
Born May 2018  Oban

065

Andrew Kea Innes
Born November 2016  Easdale

064

Ruaridh Freo Innes
Born October 2018  Easdale

066

Harry Hainsworth
Born May 2018  Fort William

067

Rowan Ewen Kelly
Born August 2016  Fort William

069



TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

†Price shown is an Isuzu D-Max Utah Double Cab CVOTR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration 
fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply.

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the 
Isuzu D-Max range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact your 
local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

S & S Services Isuzu  01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

ISUZU D-MAX UTAH FROM

£25,669
CVOTR

†

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX

IT JUST WORKS
IN ALL CONDITIONS

BOOK A TEST 
DRIVE TODAY

20298 Isuzu Winter Dealer Utah PP HP Ad_2.indd   1 10/12/2018   14:31

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

United Auctions Stirling, Thursday 
May 9: sold  3171 prime sheep 
consisting of 163 new season lambs 
selling to an average of 235.78p & 
2274 old season lambs selling to an 
average of 203.23p and also 726 ewes 
and rams.
New season lambs (163) – Easter 
Ochtermuthill (BTex) £129.00; 
Pitsundry (Tex) £123.00; Easter 
Ochtermuthill (Suf) £121.00; Langside 
(Cha) £119.00; Balgoner (Dor) 
£100.50.
New season lambs (163 )- Easter 
Ochtermuthill (BTex) £284.00ppk; 
Penston (Tex) £272.00ppk; 
Penston (Suf) 258.00ppk; Langside 
(Cha) 247.00ppk; Balgoner (Dor) 
£221.00ppk.
Old season lambs (2274) – Lucken-
burn (BTex) £124.00; Gathercauld 
(Tex) £113.00; Pityot (Che) £110.00; 
Pityot (Suf) £106.00; Coates (Cross) 
£99.00; Common (BF) £99.00; Moulin 
(Mule) £94.00.
Old season ;ambs (2274) – Pityot 
(Tex) £263.00ppk; Luckenburn (BTex) 
257.00ppk; Mill of Inverarity (Chev) 
£244.00ppk; Moulin (BF)  232.00ppk; 
Wardhead (Cross) 231.00ppk; 
Wardhead (Suf) 231.00ppk; 
Townhead (Mule) 215.00ppk.
Ewes (726)- Langside (Tex) £143.00; 
Langside (Suf) £105.00; Muckraw 
(Cross) £93.00; East Tullyfergus (Zwa) 
£89.00; Easter Middleton (HB) £85.00; 
Fornought (Cha) £84.00; Bencloich 
(Chev) £80.00; Meadowbank (Mule) 
£769.00; Elmscleugh (BF) £74.00.
Rams-  Elmscleugh (Tex) £100; 
Fulfordlees (Cross) £89.00; Greenhill 
(BTex) £85.00.
Dingwall & Highland Marts, 
Wednesday May 8: sold 585 sheep 
of all classes.
Lambs (234) sold to £90 gross for 

a pen of Cheviots from Broynach, 
Thurso.
Ewes (230) sold to £93 gross for a 
Texel cross from Upper Drumbuie, 
Drumnadrochit.
Ewes with lambs at foot (88) sold 
to £185 gross for Cheviot ewes with 
twin Cheviot lambs at foot from 5 
Rock� eld, Portmahomack.
Rams and feeding sheep (33) sold to 
£82 gross for a Texel cross wedder 
from Hazel Cottage Gorthleck.
Other leading prices per head:
Lambs: Cross – Broynach, £85, 6 
Ardindrean, Kiltarlity, £65; Su� X 
– Broynach, £85, Earlish, Uig, £67, 
Broombank. Edderton, £56; ZwbX – 
11 Airdens, Bonar Bridge, £82; CharX 
– 6 Ardindrean, £81.50, 4 Tomich, 
Beauly, £79; Chev – Clamhan Lodge, 
Bonar Bridge, £72, 87 Torroble, 
Lairg, £70, 6 Aird, Ardvasar, £69; 
TexX – Earlish, £67 (twice).
Ewes: Su� X – Midfearn Farms, 
Ardgay, £84; TexX – Kinnahaird Farm, 
Contin, £78, Achtuie, Drumnadrochit, 
£69, Hazel Cottage, £68; Cross – Loch-
buie, Strone, £76, Kinnahaird Farm, 
£72, Broynach, £70; Chev – Free 
Farm, Tomatin, £75, 4 West Shinness, 
Lairg, 134 West Langwell, Rogart & 
4 Tomich, £69, 7 Kinneras, Kiltarlity, 
£65; Mule – Dell Farm, Farr, Midfearn 
Farms, & Broynach £68, Lochbuie, 
£65; CharX – 4 Tomich, £60; BF – Dell 
Farm, £59.
Ewes with lambs at foot: Chev – 
164/169 Portachuillin, Stromeferry, 
£172, 4 Bualnaluib, Aultbea, £162, 1 
Milltown, Applecross, £152; Cross – 
Upperton, Balnain, £145.
Rams & feeding sheep: TexX – Hazel 
Cottage, £80; Cross – 6 Ardindrean, 
£60; Chev – 4 West Shinness, £58, 
7 Kinneras, £57, Ausdale & Achuan, 
Bonar Bridge, £56.

Around the markets

With NFU Scotland’s 
membership continuing to 
grow, and the engagement it 
has with political and wider 
stakeholder circles stronger 
than ever, NFU Scotland has 
launched a new campaign to 
show why every farmer and 
cro� er in Scotland should be 
a member.

� e Champions campaign 
aims to show those farmers 
and cro� ers who are not yet 
a member what it is that the 
union does, and why they 
should be a member along 
with the thousands of other 
farmers and cro� ers across 
Scotland who are ensuring 
the agricultural voice is 
heard.

Seven ‘champions’ from 
across Scotland, from di� er-
ent sectors of farming and 
cro� ing, are fronting the 
campaign. 

� e launch took place at 
Athelstaneford Mains, Drem, 
at the farm of East Lothian 
farmer James Logan, one of 
the champions. Another well-

known champion is Tracey 
Roan, of Roan’s Dairies in 
Dumfriesshire and star of 
� is Farming Life.

Over the coming months, 
videos and promotional 
material will be showcased 
to encourage people with an 
interest in agriculture to sign 
up and become a member.

A new website has been 
created – www.joinnfus.org.
uk – and is now live.

NFU Scotland chief execu-
tive Scott Walker said: ‘NFU 
Scotland is here to achieve a 
sustainable and pro� table fu-
ture for Scottish agriculture.  
We have grown our member-
ship in recent years, but we 
have a great opportunity to 
continue this growth. 

‘� e strength of our 
membership gives us the 
foundation to lobby for the 
industry on the immediate 

challenges while we also 
continue to in� uence and 
shape the future for farming 
and cro� ing in Scotland. We 
can continue to grow and our 
champions highlight why 
farmers and cro� ers who 
are yet to become a member 
should join us.’

East Lothian potato farmer 
James Logan said: ‘I have 
been a union member for 
35 years now and I � nd it 
bene� cial to have the team 
on hand to help me, no mat-
ter what the situation may 
be – whether it’s a query with 
legislation and red tape or 
what’s happening with Brexit 
and how it will impact my 
business.

‘We need support from 
farmers and cro� ers across 
Scotland to fully represent 
the views of those from every 
sector and corner of the 
country, and by signing up 
to NFUS you can have your 
say – you’ll be surprised what 
the team can help with and 
the bene� ts you’ll receive.’

NFUS champions 
are on your side

Tom and Flora Corbett from Mull who are one of seven 
champions for the campaign.

Ben Ledi 
Whitebred 

Shorthorn bulls 
FOR SALE

Excellent 
conformation

Docile, Top blood lines
Fully PCHS accredited

07939 630730
For further details call

01631 740277

FORD 3000 TRACTOR

£4,500 o.n.o.

SHEEP 
CLIPPING

All � ock sizes
Contact 

Graeme McCulloch
0777 1605758

email 
graeme.mcculloch2411@

gmail.com



IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL BEFORE 
TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

M A N Y  M O R E  V E H I C L E S  O N  S I T E  T O  C H O O S E  F R O M

TEST DRIVE A NEW OR SELECTED USED VEHICLE AND
RECEIVE £200 FREE FUEL AT PURCHASE

TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. EXCLUDES MOTABILITY & LEASE.

Initial rental £1495.45. 48 months at £299 per month based on 8000 miles per annum. Peugeot Contract Hire. All fi gures quoted exclusive of VAT. You will not own the 
vehicle. Over 18s only. Terms & Conditions apply.

2018 (18) Peugeot 308 Allure PureTech 130. Grey, 15800 miles, sat nav, 
alloys, climate control, bluetooth.  ........................................................ £13999
2016 (16) Peugeot 308 GT Line PureTech 130. White, 14000 miles, sat nav, 
alloys, reversing camera, USB.  .............................................................. £12999
2013 (13) Jaguar XF Premium 2.0 Auto Diesel. Grey, 42000 miles, grey leath-
er, electric heated seats, sat nav.  ..........................................................................£12999
2018 (18) Peugeot 208 Active PureTech Petrol. White, 8000 miles, DAB 
radio/USB, leather steering wheel, alloys.  ...............................................£9999
2015 (65) MINI One (Pepper Pack) 1.2 100. Black, 22000 miles, auto wipers, 
alloys, DAB radio/USB, 1 owner.  ..............................................................£9999
2015 (15) Peugeot 308 Allure 1.6 BHDI 120. Grey, 24000 miles, sat nav, blue-
tooth, parking sensors, USB.  .....................................................................................£8999
2015 (65) Peugeot Partner Professional HDI 92. White, 31000 miles, ply 
lined, sat nav, bluetooth, side door.  ..........................................................£7999 + VAT
2015 (65) Peugeot Bipper Professional HDI 80. Silver, 19800 miles, ply lined, 
sat nav, bluetooth, side door.  ......................................................................£6999 + VAT
2014 (63) Peugeot 308 SW Access HDI 92 Diesel. Silver, 53000 miles, radio/
CD, air conditioning, demo + 1 owner.  .................................................................£5499

2018 (18) Peugeot 208 
Allure PureTech 

Silver, 15000 miles, 
Apple Car Play, parking 
sensors, alloys, DAB ra-
dio & USB, auto lights/
wipers, bluetooth.

£10,999

2017 (67) Peugeot 208 
Black Edition PureTech

Black, 5200 miles, 
gloss black alloys, 
tinted glass, apple car 
play, bluetooth, DAB 
radio/USB, leather 
steering wheel.

£10,999

2016 (66) Peugeot 208 
Active PureTech

White, 11000 miles, 1 
owner, parking sen-
sors, leather steering 
wheel, DAB radio & 
USB, bluetooth.

£8,499

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no 
matter the age or condition we can make a 

cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, 
engine problems, farm used, accident damaged, 

mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST 

PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHCILES

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

WEST COAST 
MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial   Estate, Crannog Lane, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.
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HYUNDAI 10 ACTIVE
18500 miles, 1248cc 
petrol engine, 
alloy wheels, immaculate 
condition, more pictures 
can be emailed on 
request, the car will have 
1 years MOT and full 
service on sale

Tel 07920 804442
£3250

KIA SARENTO KX3 CDRI 61
Excellent condition, FSH, 
mot July 19, 93,450 miles,
4 new tyres, tow bar for 
trailer, roof bars not used,
Panoramic sunroof

Tel 07775 444315
£8700

TWO BERTH ERIBA ICONIC CARAVAN
With pop up roof. 6 feet plus standing 
headroom. Central heating, hot and cold 
water, three ring gas cooker, fridge, toilet 
and hand held shower,  lots of storage, 
porch awning, motor mover, and full 
waterproof winter cover. Three new tyres 
2017 and new battery 2018. Two owners 
from new in 2005. Currently in Tayvallich.

Tel 01546 870636/07754 409646
£8000 OVNO

HONDA CRV, 2011, EX IDETEC ESTATE
2.2litre, 6 speed diesel 
manual, 129,000 miles, 
Leather interior,
Bluetooth, Sat Nav, 
Heated Seats, MOT 
due in October, Very 
well kept and serviced 
regularly, lady owner

Telephone 07340 717452

£4,500

GLASSFIBRE DINGHY 3M X 1.3M
Yamaha 2B 
outboard
Road and launch 
trailer
Repainted/
varnished

Telephone 07896 206258 (Machrihanish)

£800 ono
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ELDDIS EX300 1998
2 berth Caravan, 
Pristine condition, 
Clubman style, end 
kitchen, shower
and toilet, full
cooker, fridge and
� y screens etc,
Hardly used due to 
illness

T 01567 830363/07771 930975 No Texts.
£2,475 ono

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.
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T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Tel: 07365 441945

WANTED
Touring caravan or motorhome to 

purchase.  Any size considered,
 cash waiting

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford 

etc and all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures, High Mileage etc 

considered. Best prices paid. Will collect.

Tel: 07759 054 754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, 

other models also considered.

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com 

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free 
collection all types of of 4x4 vehicles 
double cab and single cabs pickups 
shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 

Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux 
discovery any vehicle considered old or 
new any condition running or not high 

miles rotten chassis over heating top 
price paid without any hassle we also 

buy motorhomes touring caravans and 
commercial vans and trucks.

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

Call: 07506 702943
Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

WANTED
4X4 VEHICLES

TOP PRICES PAID FOR TIDY LOW 
MILEAGE LANDROVER DEFENDERS,

TOYOTA HILUXS, LANDCRUISERS

Also all single and double cab
pickups tidy or rough. 
Any Age or Condition

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

All types of 4x4’s, 
Landrover Toyota, Nissan 

etc... We also buy MOT 
failures and accident 

damage vehicles. 
Anything considered.

WANTED

Tel: 01967 431422

USED STATIC CARAVANS FOR SALE

At Resipole 10’ and 12’ wide with 2 
bedroom available

Please contact Peter Sinclair

HONDA FOREMAN TRX FPE
324 hours. 4 yrs 
old. One owner. 
Immaculate
condition

Tel 01838 
200489

£5,500 + 
VAT ono.
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*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 
With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Ordered by 1 July 2019 from participating retailers. Excludes SE Technology. Indemnities may be required. ^Service plan covers first two consecutive services limited to 1 x Oil and 1 x Oil and Inspection 
service. Not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be withdrawn at any time. Accurate at April 2019. Freepost ŠKODA Financial Services.

Official fuel consumption WLTP for the ŠKODA OCTAVIA MY19 range in mpg (litres/100km): Combined 58.9 (4.8) to 32.8 (8.6). NEDC equivalent CO2 combined emissions for the ŠKODA OCTAVIA MY19 range are 
158 to 103 g/km. 
Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other vehicles tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted (post-
registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures (known as WLTP). The CO2 figures shown however, are based on a calculation designed to be equivalent to the outgoing (NEDC) test cycle and will be used to calculate 
vehicle tax on first registration. For more information, please see www.skoda.co.uk/owners/wltp-info or consult your retailer. Data correct at April 2019. Figures quoted are for a range of configurations (including non-UK) and are subject to change due to ongoing approvals/changes. Please contact 
your retailer for further information.

Images are for illustrative purposes only. Model shown is not UK specification and may include features or options which are not available in the UK.
West End Garage is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them.

01786 235 238 www.westendskoda.comForthside Way, Stirling FK8 1QZ

West End Garage Stirling



S&S  - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR    TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702

ENQUIRIES NOW BEING TAKEN FOR THE 
NEW XTR FROM S & S SERVICES



HELENSBURGH MOTORS
Special O� er From Helensburgh Toyota & Subaru

Enjoy an Experience Package when you buy any used car or 0% Finance on all used Yaris and AYGO (non hybrid models).

01436 672779101-103 E Clyde St, Helensburgh G84 7PJ

£15,995
Double Cab pickup, 4WD, Pure white

18/18 Subaru 
Outback 2.0D
SE Premium

Voice 
Activated 
Controls

£11,995
Motion automatic, 4x4 vehicle, � nished in 
white, 48,531 miles

14/14 Volkswagen 
Tiguan 
Match 4

Electric 
Parking 
Brake

£4,795
Anti-Lock Braking System (ABS), Pure white 
with black, 47,823 miles

14/14  Toyota Aygo
X-Play 3dr £0 Road 

Tax

12/12 Fiat 500
twin air Lounge 

£4,895
Start/Stop System, Air-Conditioning, � nished 
in white, 22,423 miles

Fixed 
Glass 
Roof

£7,495
CD Player With AUX in & USB Connection, 
Island Blue, 30,766 miles

13/13 Toyota Auris
1.6 Icon 

Full 
Service 
History

£9,995
DAB Radio, Parking Aid (Rear Parking 
Camera), Dark Grey,

18/68 Toyota 1.0 
VVti Aygo
X-play

Delivery 
Mileage

£9,495
5dr, 15 “ alloy wheels, Chilli red, 14,000 miles

Delivery 
Mileage

16/65 Toyota 
Yaris 1.33
Icon Automatic

£15,995£15,995

Only 
31,000 
miles 

No Vat

14 /64  Toyota Hilux
2.5D Icon

£18,995  
Cruise Control, Voice Activated Controls, 
Venetian red, 29,00 miles

16/16 Subaru 
Forester 2.0d 
XC Premium Auto

Keyless 
Start 

£23,995
Coupe, crossover, 5dr, Nebula blue, 14,735 
miles

18/18 Toyota 
C-HR 1.2T
Dynamic Awd Auto

Keyless 
Start

17/17 Toyota 
Yaris 1.33
Vvti  Design 

Rear 
Parking 
Camera

£9,995 
Cruise Control, In Car Entertainment, Pure 
white, 30,966 miles

£10,995 
Hatchback, 5dr, Quartz Blue, 7,136 miles

Low 
Mileage

16/66 Subaru 
Impreza
I.6 RC Auto 

Pictures for illustration only, visit

www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

SE Premium Controls

£24,995
Estate, Alloy Wheels (18in), Crystal white, 
8,750 miles



VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealerWD Semple

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,995

The Dacia Sandero 
STEPWAY

8.9
out of 10

THE ADVENTURE begins here 
EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME WITH THE DACIA SANDERO

The Dacia
LOGAN MCV

STARTING FROM ONLY £9,995

The Dacia
DUSTER

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,495

REG                  MODEL                        COLOUR  MILEAGE    PRICE REG                     MODEL                    COLOUR   MILEAGE  PRICE

RANGE OF LOWER PRICED CARS    RENAULT CLIO   RENAULT SCENIC   KANGOO VAN   PEUGEOT 2008

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

68  Dacia Sandero SCe Blue 34 £7,750
16  Renault Scenic Nav DCi  Grey 25,000 £9,950
66  Dacia Sandero Laureate DCi  Silver  6,000  £8,950
66  Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Nav  White  14,000  £9,750
66  Peugeot 208 GTline HDi  Red  14,500  £10,250
65 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,500
15  Nissan Micra Visia 1.2  White  24,600  £5,750
15  Peugeot 3008 HDi Allure Blue 41,000 £9,250
15  Dacia Duster LAU Prime DCi 4x2 Blue 41,000 £8,650
15  Renault Kangoo DCi Van White 65,000 £6,250
64  Renault Clio + Exp  Red 25,000  £7,500

64  Renault Clio Dyn TCe  Red  16,000  £7,500
14  Skoda Rapid TDi  White  27,000  £6,550
14  Dacia Stepway, LAU. TCe,  Black  25,000  £6,500
14  Renault  Megan Coupe 1.5 DCi Blue,   27,000 £6,950
13  Renault Megane Dyn DCi Estate  Black  75,000  £5,350
63  Renault Clio EXP 1.2 White 5,000 £6,250
63  Toyota Aygo Move White 32,000 £4,950
62  BMW Series SPH 1.6  Black 48,000  £8,650
58  Vauxhall Combo Van 1.3 CDTi Green  68,000 £2,750
10 Skoda Octavia SE HDi  Grey  70,000  £4,50015  Renault Kangoo DCi Van White 65,000 £6,25015  Renault Kangoo DCi Van White 65,000 £6,25015  Renault Kangoo DCi Van White 65,000 £6,25015  Renault Kangoo DCi Van White 65,000 £6,250 10 Skoda Octavia SE HDi  Grey  70,000  £4,50010 Skoda Octavia SE HDi  Grey  70,000  £4,50010 Skoda Octavia SE HDi  Grey  70,000  £4,50010 Skoda Octavia SE HDi  Grey  70,000  £4,50010 Skoda Octavia SE HDi  Grey  70,000  £4,500
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West Coast PROPERTY Stress-free 
custom 

build

in partnership with Stress-free in partnership with

 T: 01292 591715 e: enquiries@theweehousecompany.co.uk

WEST PROPERTY
OBAN’S LOCAL PROPERTY SPECIALISTS

SPRING / SUMMER  
OFFER IS HERE!

Call us today on 01631 808080
or email l.hallett@west-property.co.uk

Exp: 01/09/19

Are you thinking of selling your property? Is it in the 
immediate Oban area and either a 1, 2 or 3 bedroom 
property? If the answer is YES then how does selling 
your property for £500 inc VAT commission sound? 
Please contact our sales team to �nd out more! 

Property

SOLD FOR £500 INC 

VAT COMMISSION
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Thursday 16 May 201942 PROPERTY  

OT

Flexible offi ce space 
to let – Oban
Shortly Available
2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc

Lease direct from Landlord
Close to amenities

email recruit2049@outlook.com 
for more details.

� e number of new 
homes registered by the 
UK’s housebuilders and 
developers in the � rst 
three months of the 
year reached more than 
37,500 – a 3% increase 
on the same period in 
2018.

37,672 new homes were 
registered to be built 
compared to 36,508 last 
year. � e private sector 
was down by 6% (26,841; 
28,554 in 2018) with the 
a� ordable and rental 
sector up 36% (10,831; 
7,954 in 2018).

� e overall increase, 
despite the ongoing 
Brexit uncertainty, is 

partly due to the low 
levels seen in the cor-
responding period 12 
months ago when the 
‘Beast from the East’ 
caused severe disrup-
tion on sites across the 
country.

� e rise in the a� orda-
ble and rental registra-
tion numbers re� ects 
the continued growth in 
the private rental sector 
in many UK towns and 
cities.

At a regional level, 
London saw a 58% 
increase compared to 
Q1 2018 (5,625; 3,549 
in 2018), boosted by a 
number of large schemes 

being registered at the 
start of this year.

NHBC is the leading 
warranty and insurance 
provider for new homes 
in the UK and its reg-
istration statistics are 
a lead indicator for the 
new homes market.

Commenting on the 
new � gures, NHBC 
chief executive Steve 
Wood said: ‘We are 
pleased to report good 
numbers for the start 
of the year, although 
we do need to bear 
in mind the situation 
12 months ago when 
freezing conditions 
caused major hold-ups 

in registrations as well 
as build-rates across the 
bulk of the UK.

‘Although Brexit 
uncertainties are im-
pacting consumer con� -
dence and causing some 
dampening of new-
build and second-hand 
sale markets, housing 

remains an attractive 
asset class for inward 
investors, which does 
cause us to be more 
optimistic about build 
to rent.

Positive start to 2019 for the new 
home-building industry, says NHBC

‘At NHBC, we will 
continue to work with 
developers, builders and 
housing associations 

to help to improve the 
quality of new homes for 
the people who will live 
in them.’ 



Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier to fi nd your 
next job in the perfect location.
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OBAN FILLING STATION
Kitchen Assistant/Cook

A position has become available for a full time 
Kitchen Assistant/Cook for our busy takeaway.

40 hrs per week Monday to Saturday.

Please hand in or send CV to
Email: obanfillingstation@googlemail.com

We require an individual with a 
Pleasant and Professional Manner 

to take on the role of 
Administration Assistant 

in our small but busy office.  
A good working knowledge of Microsoft Word 

and Excel are required for this role.  Hours 
are part-time, approximately 16 hours a week.

Please enclose your CV to 
John MacAlister (Oban) Limited, 

6 South Pier, Gallanach Road, Oban  PA34 4LS
Or email to: fiona@jmacoban.co.uk

Conaglen House, Ardgour
Seeking part-time individuals for 

housekeeping team.
Opportunities to work evenings & weekends.
Consideration will be given to appointing a 
full-time individual if applicant merits.  
Good quality shared accommodation may 
be available to a successful applicant(s) if 
required to facilitate work requirements.
Good hourly rate, holiday pay & statutory 
pension entitlement.

Contact enquiries@conaglen.co.uk

Highland Rover Coaches at 
Awe Service Station

Part-time coach driver
Hours variable.

Must have PCV licence.
£13 per hour.

01866 822612
crunachy.plus@btconnect.com

PMG Engineering Services are 
looking for a full time office 

accounts administrator/ trainee 
office manager. 

PMG Engineering Services is a rapidly growing 
successful local company currently supplying 
skilled tradesmen, parts and servicing to the 
local area, Mid Argyll and the West Coast of 
Scotland. 

We are looking for an experienced and 
competent person with experience in 
accounts, general office admin and dealing 
daily with customers and suppliers. The 
successful applicant will be responsible for the 
logistics of our mobile field service engineers, 
organising parts and most importantly liaising 
directly with our customers and suppliers 
(must be confident at dealing with people). 

We are offering a 37 hour week (full time) 
our starting salary will vary depending on the 
applicants experience, also a company fuel 
card will be offered to cover travel expenses. 
All training shall be given. Please send all CVs 
to Peter Macgregor. 

info@pmg-services.com

Tel : 07766513585    







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

- MECHANIC
- ELECTRICIAN (maintenance)

- SCAFFOLD LABOURER
- TRAINED SCAFFOLDER
- TELEHANDLER OP (Oban)
Relevant Qualifications are essential.  
These are full time positions and 
available for immediate start. 
Please send CV to 
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk or call 
01546 602989 for further details.
www.macleodconstruction.co.uk

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Multi Skilled Engineer
Freshwater Recirculation Unit
Barcaldine, Argyll

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish 
Salmon. As part of our continued growth and investment in our business we are now 
recruiting for our new £44 million Freshwater Hatchery. The first of its kind in the UK, this 
state of the art facility - Recirculation Aquaculture System (RAS) will produce the best 
quality smolts before transferring to sea water at the optimum time.  

We are recruiting for a Multi Skilled Engineer for Freshwater Recirculation Unit located in 
Barcaldine, Argyll.

The successful candidate should be familiar with fault finding and diagnostics of electro
mechanical equipment.  We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a 
positive “hands on” attitude.

We expect the successful applicant to be highly motivated with a positive ‘hands on’
attitude. They must also ensure that all tasks are completed in a professional manner 
adherent to strict health and safety requirements and practice good house keeping 
throughout all activities.

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience along with additional 
payments on completion of specific training, crop bonus, discretionary company bonus, 
pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and 
cycle to work scheme.  
 
A current driving licence is essential. We are an equal opportunities employer and we 
welcome applications from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to 
provide documentation of your right to work in the UK. 
 
If you would like to find out more, please visit the careers page on our website: 
www.scottishseafarms.com.

Closing date for applications is Friday 8th February 2019

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

EXPERIENCED HUSBANDRY OPPORTUNITIES
KISHORN NEVIS AND SUMMER ISLES MARINE FARMS

STARTING SALARY UP TO £24,137.00, PLUS 1:3 WEEKEND 
PAYMENTS (£4K ANNUALLY), PLUS TRAVEL ALLOWANCE

Are you seriously experienced in fish husbandry? Do you want to 
transform how you work? Are you committed to the west coast of 
Scotland? Are you determined to make a difference in your working 
life? Our Kishorn, Nevis and Summer Isles Marine Farms have record 
farm performance, so working within our newly designed farming 
structures, and highly supportive teams might be just what you are 
searching for in your next career step!

ABOUT THE JOB

The husbandry role is crucial to our success in ensuring the best 
management of our superior quality Scottish Salmon. We want people 
to lead on fish health, to lead on Health and Safety, to drive change 
and to be entrepreneurial, to lead on feed and performance, to stretch 
us and themselves and in doing so, gain industry-leading rewards. 
Husbandry is a goal-led, continuous improvement and highly creative 
role and we want the very best experts to deliver for our fish.

ABOUT SCOTTISH SEA FARMS

At Scottish Sea Farms we are committed to supporting local economies 
in some of the most remote parts of the Scottish Highlands and Islands 
by providing employment and career development opportunities in 
the local communities in which we operate. Our team is 1st in industry 
accredited at platinum standard through Investors in People and at 
gold standard through Investors in Young People. Our employees 
are actively supported in ways that encourage and demand strong 
leadership.

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE

You’ll have at least 2 years of practical salmon husbandry experience 
and will demonstrate strong leadership and competence across a wide 
range of fish-farming disciplines, with a current driving licence and 
preferably a formal boat qualification. You’ll also have a keen interest in 
developing your expertise on feeding and net management.

ABOUT THE PACKAGE

As well as a generous salary and weekend payments, we also offer a 
structured training plan; Career development; 30 days paid holiday; Re-
location and accommodation support; Travel allowance; Crop 
performance bonus (to max £7k per crop); Discretionary Company 
bonus; Pension scheme; Life Insurance Cover; Employee Assistance 
Programme; Subsidised gym membership; Cycle to work scheme.

A current driving licence is essential. 

We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to provide 
documentation of your right to work in the UK.

If you are interested in knowing more, please call HR on  01786 445 
521 or visit our careers page at www.scottishseafarms.com

Closing date: 31st May 2019

Following an extensive refurbishment and 
rebranding exercise, Etive House Care Home 
is now looking to expand our staff team. We 
are looking for motivated and enthusiastic 
individuals who will help us to continue to 
provide the highest standard of care and 
support for our residents.

Activities Co-ordinator
Care Assistants
Senior Care Staff
Full time and part time hours available all with 
competitive rates of pay.

Please contact the home on 01631 720278 
or admin.etivehouse@westcoastcare.co.uk 
for an application form or more information.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 16 May 201944  RECRUITMENT

Why work with us?
• £150 million turnover
• 500 + staff (continually growing)
• We sell to over 26 countries around the world
• We are an internationally recognised pioneer in Aquaculture
• We have won many awards for training and developing staff
• Sustainability is at the core of all our activities
The Scottish Salmon Company produces Scotland’s Finest Sea Loch 
Fresh Salmon with Pride and Passion.
We are always looking for ambitious and motivated individuals to join 
our passionate team so if you want to test yourself in a challenging 
workplace, look no further….
Due to significant growth within the company we are looking to recruit 
a Marine Operative to work as directed by the Marine Site Manager in 
the day to day operations in order to meet the needs of the business.

Duties:
• Feeding & movement of feed
• Sea lice identification and reporting
• Sampling, weighing and grading of fish
• Disease and parasite control
• Site maintenance including net changing etc.
• Boat handling
• Stock movements

Skills/Experience:
• Interest in aquaculture and fish husbandry
• Full clean driver’s licence
• Ideally have experience of working within the marine industry
• Follows safe working practices
• Ability to understand site KPI’s and supports the site team
• Experience of working on and around boats

In return we offer:
• Competitive salary package
• Market leading pension scheme
• Cycle to work scheme
• Retail discount scheme
• Employee assistance program
• Relocation support
• Accomodation available

How to apply:
Please email your CV to the Recruitment Team at 
workwithus@scottishsalmon.com, alternatively you can view all of our 
vacancies on our careers page www.scottishsalmon.com

DISTELL INTERNATIONAL LTD
VACANCY: PROCESS OPERATOR
Applications are invited for the above 
mentioned positions based at Tobermory 
Distillery, Isle of Mull.

Overall Purpose:

A Process Operators role responsible for 
carrying out all of the operations in the Distillery 
including goods receipt, mashing, distilling, 
operation of services plant and warehousing 
duties To ensure that all aspects of process 
operations are carried out to deliver best cost 
effective, efficient and quality results in line 
with corporate goals.

Application

For full job specification, additional information, 
or to apply for this position, please email:
HumanResourcesEurope@
distellinternational.com

Closing Date: Friday 7th June 2019.

Key Purpose of the Role
• Supporting the Operations Manager and General Manager with 
general day to day running of their site
• Delivery of SHEQ compliance, lead safe working practices and 
behaviour at site level
• Delivery of day to day contract service level requirements
• Operate site within agreed budget parameters
• Assists in development of contract performance through delivering 
contract variations.

Experience
• Budget experience, including plant and maintenance costs, overtime 
etc
• People management
• Previous knowledge of working heavy machinery
• Able to carry out daily maintenance duties and minor repairs
• Computer literate.

To apply send your cv hradmin.uk@renewi.com 

We are currently seeking a 
Site Supervisor to be based 

at our site in Lingerton. 

HOUSE HELP WANTED
5th October – 1st November 2019

Holiday Lodge on The Isle of Jura, In a 
remote area of Scotland

Duties to include: Washing, ironing, 
general housekeeping. Must like boats.

Accommodation: Own bedroom. Shared 
bathroom. Sitting room with TV.

Rates: £100 per working day
You would be expected to work 

10 Hrs 7 days per week.

Can you please send a CV with a recent picture of 
yourself to kathy@ginge-manor.co.uk

HOUSE HELP WANTED
1st July- 7th September 2019

Holiday Lodge on The Isle of Jura, In a 
remote area of Scotland

Duties to include: Washing, ironing, general 
housekeeping. Must like boats.
Accommodation: Own bedroom

Shared bathroom. Sitting room with TV.
Rates: £100 per working day

You would be expected to work 
10 Hrs 7 days per week.

Can you please send a CV with a recent picture of 
yourself to kathy@ginge-manor.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of adver-
tisements in all publications owned 
by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or pro-
vides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other 
codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right 
to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display adver-
tising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdic-
tion of the Scottish Courts and Scots 

Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or 
edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event 
of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of 
the advertisement, as the case may 
be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-in-
sertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circum-
stances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint 
or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection 
with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, 

damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result 
of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publica-
tion in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised 
by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from 
the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an ad-
ministration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the 
right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for 
the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertise-
ment assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and regis-
tered as a newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

Finance Manager
Kilmartin Museum requires the 
services of a suitably qualified 
and experienced Finance 

Manager to fulfil two roles at the Museum. 
These can be taken up by the same person/
organisation if desired.
• Museum Finance Manager - to manage 
the finances of the Museum and its Trading 
subsidiary 
• Redevelopment Project Finance Manager 
- to work with the Project Director to manage 
the financial aspects of the delivery phase 
of a £6.8 million redevelopment of Kilmartin 
Museum.  
For further information and to apply as a 
consultant/freelancer, please visit Public 
Contracts Scotland 
https://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk.   
If you are interested in applying for these 
roles as an employee, please contact 
jenny@kilmartin.org. 
Closing date: 8am 28th May 2019. Interviews 
will be held week beginning 10th June 2019.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically 
at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY 
BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically at your 
nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following 
link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days 
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

installation of 220m long 
access track to serve 
existing telecoms mast
Siting of holiday letting 
pod
Change of use from 
garage to residential 
annexe

19/01976/FUL

19/01988/FUL

19/01409/FUL

Land 3590M West Of
1 Torr An Eas,  Glenfinnan

20 Caledonian Road
Corpach, Fort William
The Rowans
Happy Valley
Torlundy, Fort William

First Registration of a Croft

Daniel Hamilton and 
Barbara Hamilton has 
registered their croft 
6 Uragaig, Uragaig, 
Colonsay, on the Crofting 
Register held by Registers 
of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by December 
29, 2019.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C5784.

Proposed Assignation of 
a Grazing Share

I, Mrs Elizabeth Anne 
Fraser, am applying to 
the Crofting Commission 
for consent to assign the 
tenancy of the grazing 
shares pertaining to the 
croft Pt 45/46 Banavie, 
Fort William, to The Firm 
of Hillview Croft of 3 
Braeside, Fort William, 
Inverness-shire, PH33 
7NN.

If you have any comments, 
you may submit these 
in writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW  or 
e-mail: info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of this advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties.  Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

First Registration 
of a Croft

James Robert Ardagh 
has registered their croft 
9 Cleadale on the Isle 
of Eigg on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 10th 
January 2020. 

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is I3525

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
New Pontoon – Kyles Knoydart, 

Loch Nevis
Notice is hereby given that Mr E Delwart (per Wallace 
Stone LLP) has applied to the Scottish Ministers of 
the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of a new pontoon:

 Location Latitude Longitude

 Kyles Knoydart, 56° 59.027’ N   5° 36.875’ W
 Loch Nevis 56° 58.987’ N   5° 36.828’ W
  56° 58.963’ N   5° 36.897’ W
  56° 59.002’ N   5° 36.942’ W
  56° 59.015’ N   5° 36.911’ W
  56° 59.016’ N   5° 36.909’ W

(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may 
be inspected at Mallaig Library, Mallaig & Morar 
Community Centre, West Bay, Mallaig PH41 4PX.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to: 
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or 
by email to: MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting 
reference: 06971 and Delwart. 
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing 
Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine applications for 
marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During the 
consultation process any person having an interest in the 
outcome of the application may make representation to MS-
LOT. The representation may contain personal information, 
for example a name or address. This representation will only 
be used for the purpose of determining an application and 
will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s official 
corporate record. Representations will be shared with the 
applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, 
any people or organisations that we consult in relation to 
the application and, where necessary, be published online, 
however personal information will be removed before 
sharing or publishing.
A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/
Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are 
unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns 
about how your personal information will be handled, 
contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 
375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 
09.00-12.30 -13.30-16.00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal 
Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, 1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local Customer Service Point and 
by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/00884/PPP Site for the erection of 

5 dwellinghouses
Land West Of Craig 
Lora, Edendonich, 
Dalmally,  
Argyll And Bute 

19/00439/PP Erection of 
telecommunications 
equipment compound 
with 15 metre high 
lattice tower, associated 
works and formation of 
vehicular access

Land West Of Beinn 
Bheag, Gruline,  
Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute,  
PA71 6HR

19/00919/PP Erection of upper floor 
extension

Blair Villa South, 
Rockfield Road,  
Oban, Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 5DQ 

19/00744/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Arle (Plot 4),  
Land North Of Arle 
Farmhouse,  
Aros, Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute

19/00694/PP Erection of detached 
games room ancillary 
to dwellinghouse

Land West Of Ardteatle 
Cottage, Dalmally, 
Argyll

19/00793/PP Erection of a farm shop 
and cafe, installation of 
sewage treatment plant 
and formation of 
vehicular access and 
associated parking

Land East Of Glenforsa 
Hotel, Glenforsa,  
Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute 

19/00814/PP Timber structure for 
display of artwork

Land Approx 160M 
West Of Calgary Farm, 
Calgary, Isle Of Mull, 
Argyll And Bute, 
PA75 6QQ 

19/00826/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 1 Land Adjacent  
To Little Crags,  
Calgary, Isle Of Mull,  
Argyll And Bute

19/00890/PP Erection of extension Port Mor Centre, 
Port Charlotte, Isle Of 
Islay, Argyll And Bute, 
PA48 7UE

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted 
online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/
find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this 
advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence. 
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous 
or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. 
A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offices, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.
To find out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Amazing Argyll...
Adventures of Salty the sea cat... 
Neil Oliver’s credo... Bodyguard 
Richard Madden... Soaring with 
golden eagles... Royal Marine 

sniper school... 

Amazing Argyll...

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
JUNE 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY

SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

01546 603989
mbcargyll.com

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE

Oban Times 80 x 125_new.qxp_Layout 1  13/03/2019  15:46  Page 1

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

FREE HOME CONSULTATION AND FREE INSTALLATION 

 since 1972

NEW Roman Co�ection

see our website for details and more offers!

plus

20%
OFF 

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

BLINDS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

CLADDING REMOVAL & STORAGE

STATIONERY

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
www.westcoastclassi� eds.co.uk

Bicycles and 
Equipment
TAG A LONG BIKE Wee 
Ride Pro Pilot Tag A Long 
in red. Excellent condition,  
£50 Telephone 01631 
564886.

Building / DIY
LADDER extending ladder 
in carry case, unused, £80 
Telephone 01586 552834.
OAK 3m length of dark 
oak (144mm x 44mm) in 
original packaging, £85 
Telephone 07703 130367.
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².
SCAFFOLDING TOWER 
complete with castors and 
platforms, £60 Telephone 
01586 830621.

Camping & caravan 
Equipment
COOL BOX £5 Telephone 
01586 552834.
COOL BOX large, battery 
powered, £10 Telephone 
01586 552834.

TENT AND BARBECUE 
telescopic tent in bag and 
portable barbecue, both 
unused,  £60 Telephone 
01586 552834.

Clothes, Shoes and 
Accessories
DRESS OR SUIT BAG £20 
Telephone 01586 552834.

Domestic Appliances
FRIDGE FREEZER Hot-
point (First Edition) fridge 
freezer 50/50, excellent 
condition, buyer collect, of-
fers around £80 Telephone 
01546 600045.

Garden
ARTIFICIAL GRASS 6 new 
4 mtrs x 1 mtr rolls, bought 
at Tesco for £30 each. 
Selling for £25 or £23 if all 
6 taken. Oban,  Telephone 
07787 467129.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30 Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 

planters. Prices from £40  
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE HAND PLOUGH 
restored and painted green 
and red. Will make a fi ne 
garden feature. Can deliv-
er, £80 Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLL-
ERS cast iron and deco-
rative, for working use or 
colourful garden feature, 
various sizes from £90 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Garden Machinery
FLYMO ELECTRIC MOW-
ER £80 Telephone 01586 
552834.

Hobbies and Crafts
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD  white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.

Home O�  ce
A3 COLOUR SCANNER 
Mustek Scan Express A3 
USB 600 Pro scanner. 600 
x 1200 dpi. Downloadable 
driver, £30 Telephone 
01852 314073.
A3 PRINTER Canon Pixma 
ix4000 inkjet colour printer. 

Can print A4 and A3. Driver 
on CD or downloadable, 
£20 Telephone 01852 
314073.

Kitchen 
CUTLERY SET 45 piece 
Kings pattern solid silver 
plated cutlery in beautiful 
condition. Never been 
used. Cost £600 will ac-
cept, £95 Telephone 07919 
106318.

Miscellaneous

FREE 
SAW DUST

To collect from 
Beaver Timber, 

Barcaldine. Bring 
your own bag.

Tel 01631 720353²

LOUNGERS  2 - good qual-
ity loungers, in excellent 
condition, could be used 
as occasional beds, £35 
Telephone 07934 491712.
PICNIC HAVERSACK 
complete with two fl asks, 
cutlery, cups and plates, 
unused,  £30 Telephone 
01586 552834.
POLISHING MACHINE 
handheld Pelier polishing 

machine, unused, £15 
Telephone 01586 552834.
STORAGE MAIN ST. 
CAMPBELTOWN Storage 
available in disused fl at 
£20 per week. Rooms are 
available individually or the 
whole fl at can be rented for 
storage,  Telephone 07450 
008080.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL  market your business 
effectively with profession-
ally designed leafl ets, post-
ers and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

Tickets for Sale
SKIPINNISH TICKETS 
Two Skipinnish tickets for 
sale. Grand Circle in Usher 
Hall, Edinburgh. 7pm Sat 
25th May, £33 each Tele-
phone 07966 435245.

Wanted
COUNTAX SIT ON MOW-
ER model C600H or C60. 
Must be 42 inch cut. Good 
condition preferred,  Tele-
phone 01436 840040.

RURAL LAND 
WANTED

To situate o�  grid 
static home. Any 

acreage considered. 
Freehold or options.
Tel 07432401804

VINYL RECORDS WANT-
ED rock, punk reggae, 
indie, etc. Contact David,  
Telephone 07940 811264.

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



Times changes many things
But not the sadness this day 
brings
A broken heart, tears unseen
Wishing your absence was 
only a dream
Gad chaoidh gu bràth
- Margaret.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of a dear sister in 
law, auntie and great auntie 
Kathleen, who passed away 
May 15, 2018.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- � e Rae, Glen and Forsyth 
families.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of our dad and 
seanair Donald Archibald 
(D.A), who passed away May 
16,2005.
� ough absent you are very 
near
Loved and remembered 
always
- Neil, Jennifer, Charles and 
families.
MACKINNON - Precious 
memories of a dear mother 
and nana Duncanina, who 
passed away on May 20, 2007 
and dear father and grandfa-
ther Hugh who passed away 
April 6, 1985.
Today, tomorrow our whole 
life through 
We will always love and 
remember you.
Also remembering dear loved 
ones gone before and a� er.
- Elizabeth, Iain, Iona and 
Ewan.
MACLEAN - In loving mem-
ory of a dear wife, mum and 
granny Morag, who died May 
14, 2012. Also remembering 
loved ones gone before and 
a� er.
Some day I hope to meet you
Some day I don’t know when
To clasp your hand in a better 
land
Never to part again.
- Donald and family, Tiree 
and Somerset.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of Mary, much 
loved mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother who 
passed away on May 17, 2004.
Forever, loved, missed and 
remembered.
- Christina, Banny, Laura, 
Martin and families.

at Salen Parish Church, Isle 
of Mull on � ursday May 16, 
2019 at 11.30am, therea� er to 
Cardross Crematorium.
WATT - Suddenly on May 
10, 2019, in his 90th year, 
Alasdair MacKinnon Watt, 
beloved husband of the late 
Frances, much loved father 
of Susan Dignon, a loving 
grandad, great-grandad and 
great-great-grandad.  Funeral 
will take place from Oban 
Parish Church, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban on Wednesday 
May, 22 at 1.00 pm, therea� er 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery. 
Retiring collection/donations 
for Oban War and Peace 
Museum.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
SHEDDEN - Sandra and 
Chris would like to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for their cards, 
� owers, food and hugs 
following the sad of loss of 
Elaine. Special thanks to Rev 
Dugald Cameron for a very 
special service. D A Munn & 
co for guidance and funeral 
arrangements, Lochnell Arms 
Hotel and also Police and 
Ambulance services for their 
compassion and help during 
this di�  cult time.

MEMORIAMS
BARR - Angela Marie Barr 
13/03/1968 - 13/05/2018. In 
loving memory of Angela, 
dearly loved daughter, 
step-daughter, sister, auntie, 
mum and granny. 
With deepest love and silent 
tears.
- Mum.
CAMERON - Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
husband Alex Cameron who 
died May 20, 2018.
� ose we love don’t go away
� ey walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always 
near
So loved so missed, so very 
dear.
Sadly missed.
- Phemie.
CAMPBELL - Precious mem-
ories of dear dad and grandpa 
Alasdair, who died May 18, 
1988. Remembered every day. 
- Love Lorne and Kathy, 
Eriskay and Christine, 
Alasdair and family 
Blairgowrie.
EVANS - Treasured memo-
ries of my dear husband, our 
loving dad and grandad Billy, 
who passed away on May 19, 
2016.
Missed and lovingly remem-
bered every day.
- Janet and all our family.
GIBSON - In loving memory 
of John (Gibby), who passed 
away May 16, 2015.
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Mum, Jackie, Linda and 
families.
MACCOLL - In loving mem-
ory of dear Neilie, who passed 
away on May 13, 2003.

MARRIAGES
CRAWFORD - SIMPSON - 
At House For An Art Lover, 
Bellahouston Park, Glasgow 
on Saturday, May 11, 2019, 
Andrew younger son of 
Jimmie and Lesley, Oban 
to Jo-Anna only daughter 
of Laurence and Anna, 
Whalsay, Shetland, a won-
derful day enjoyed by all.

DIAMOND WEDDINGS
DUNN - McIVER - At Oban 
Old Parish Church on May 
12, 1959 by the late Rev. Wm. 
MacDonald, Iain to Mairia.

DEATHS
ANGUS - Isobel (née 
MacMaster), formerly of 
Lynn Court, and 20 Lorn 
Avenue, Oban. Much 
loved mum, granny and 
great-granny. Passed away 
at home in Nottingham on 
April 23, 2019. Sorely missed.
CAMERON - Iain. 
Peacefully, at home on May 
7, 2019, � e Bodach, beloved 
husband of Margaret and 
much loved father of Morven. 
Funeral service took place 
on  Tuesday, May 14 at Luss. 
Family � owers only but do-
nations, if desired, to Beatson 
Cancer Charity.
HARDEN - At the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban 
on May 11, 2019, aged 83, 
Shirley, beloved wife of the 
late Les, much loved mum to 
Denise and Barry and grand-
ma to Liam, Callum, Tim 
and Sophia. Funeral will take 
place at Pennyfuir Cemetery, 
Oban on Monday, May 27 at 
11.30 am.
JOHNSTONE - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, a� er a short illness, on 
May 10, 2019, aged 58, Annie, 
dear wife of Mark. Sadly 
missed.
MACKAY - Suddenly at 
home, on April 28, 2019, 
Derek Neil MacKay, in his 
48th year, of 18 Blarbuie 
Road, Lochgilphead, (former 
joiner at M & K MacLeod), 
beloved son of Margaret and 
the late Duncan MacKay, 
brother of Lesley and father 
of Jenna and Blair. A good 
friend and former work 
colleague to many. A grave-
side service will be held at 
Kilchattan Cemetery, Isle 
of Luing, on Friday, May 17, 
2019, at 10.30am, therea� er 
a memorial service will be 
held at Lochgilphead Parish 
Church at 3.00pm. All friends 
are respectfully invited to 
attend.  
PATON - Tragically as a 
result of an accident whilst 
walking on An Tellach, 
Dundonnell, � e Reverend 
John Harris Paton, aged 60 
years.  Beloved husband of 
Cathy and dear father to 
Andrew. Loving brother and 
uncle. Minister of the North 
Mull Parishes, and a friend to 
all. Funeral service to be held 
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FUNERAL DIRECOTRS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS
Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man 
(1103). Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of life-saving 
research in Scotland last year. Help bring 
forward the day when all cancers are cured. 
Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

THOUGHT for the week
A cry of desolation
‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ 

Matthew 27:46
Where was God on Easter Day in Sri Lanka when 

253 people were killed in a terrorist attack on three 
Christian churches and three luxury hotels?

Where was God during the 20th century genocides in 
Rwanda, Nazi Germany, Armenia and elsewhere?

Where was God when his only begotten Son called out 
on the Cross, ‘My God, My God, why have you forsaken 
me?’

Desolate, Jesus, weighed down by the sin of the world, 
speaks for millions of innocent victims of crimes against 
humanity who cry out to God.

But they are not God forsaken: in Christ, God is 
present in the deepest of tragedies.

Jesus says, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the 
least of one my brothers and sisters, you did it to me’. 
Matthew 25:40

Did God abandon his son on the Cross? Jesus’s prayer 
is heard, God vindicates Him. ‘� erefore, God has 
highly exalted him and given him a name that is above 
every name.’ Philippians 2:9

Nothing can separate the most desolate victim from 
the love of God. ‘For

God so loved the world that He gave is only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life’. John 3:16

David James,
Glencruitten House.

Pictured a� er her investiture 
as BEM, Anne Speirs � anked 
by Patrick Stewart, Lord 
Lieutenant, right, and Stewart 
Shaw, Depute Lieutenant.

A large audience of family, 
friends and members of Bute 
Natural History Society gath-
ered to witness Anne Speirs 
receive a BEM for services to 
education and local history 
on Tuesday May 7 at Bute 
Museum.

Anne was presented with her 
medal by Patrick Stewart, Lord 
Lieutenant of Argyll and Bute, 

with Stewart Shaw, Depute 
Lieutenant, also present at the 
investiture ceremony.

As history curator and retired 
teacher, Anne has made local 
history come alive for all the 
pupils across Bute over many 
years. She has also supported 
the education of university 
students at home and abroad.

Anne, as a keen supporter of 
the RNLI, produced lessons 
for local schools culminating 
in the young people organis-
ing fundraising events on the 
organisation’s behalf.

Retired teacher 
receives BEM

� e convener of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar has paid 
tribute to former councillor 
Roderick Macleod, who 
passed away peacefully, aged 
94, earlier this month, sur-
rounded by his family.

Mr Macleod, who hailed 
from Newpark, Laxdale, 
was elected through a 
by-election to represent the 
Laxdale Ward from 1992 to 
1994.

Laxdale School
Brought up at 5 Benside, 

he was the oldest of four 
siblings – Anne, Johnnie 
and Murdo – and attended  
Laxdale School until the age 
of 14.

His first job was at 
Kenneth Mackenzie Mill 
before serving his time as a 
baker at Hugh Matheson’s 

Tribute to former Isles 
councillor Roddy Macleod

Tributes have been paid to 
former councillor, Roddy 
Macleod.

and also drove the firm’s 
bakery van.

Mr Macleod also worked at 
John Mackenzie’s Bayhead 
and Stag Bakeries for many 
years.

He married his wife, Isa, 

in 1953 and went on to have 
six children. They moved to 
their new house in Bakers 
Road in 1957.

Mr Macleod also worked 
on the Borea when Arnish 
was at its peak and then re-
turned to Hugh Matheson’s 
until he retired. The couple 
moved to Culbokie a few 
years ago to be nearer 
family.

Comhairle convener 
Norman A Macdonald said: 
‘Roddy was very much a 
public servant being the 
USDAW (Union of Shop, 
Distributive and Allied 
Workers) representative for 
the island for many, many 
years attending annual con-
ferences on the mainland.

‘He spent many years in 
the Laxdale Community 

Council in various roles 
including singing in the 
Laxdale Gaelic Choir at 
National Mòds, the reno-
vation of the Laxdale Hall 
and teaching baking to the 
children in Laxdale School.

‘Roddy is survived by 
Anne, Sheena and Marion 
and four wonderful 
grandchildren of whom he 
was very proud – Lauren, 
George, James and Harry.

‘Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family and his 
friends at this time.’

As a mark of respect, the 
comhairle f lag in Stornoway 
f lew at half-mast.

YOURSTORY
share with us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000

Museums launch ‘spark 
joy’ campaign today
Today (� ursday May 16) peo-
ple across Scotland will share 
stories and pictures online 
to illustrate how museums 
‘spark joy’ in their lives and 
communities. 

� e new #MuseumsSparkJoy 
campaign, spearheaded by 
Museums Galleries Scotland 
(MGS), highlights the inclu-
sive, fun and inspirational ex-
periences o� ered by museums. 
It aims to also celebrate the 
o� en lesser-known work by 
museums which helps to make 
a di� erence to people’s lives, 
such as running reminiscence 
sessions, engaging informal 
learning experiences and 
supporting mental wellbeing 
in younger people. 

MGSis the national devel-

opment body for Scotland’s 
museums and galleries. 

Lucy Casot, chief executive 
of MGS, said: ‘Scotland’s 400 
museums come in all shapes 
and sizes from cottages to 
castles, and crannogs to state-
of-the-art buildings. Whatever 
their size or location they bring 
enormous bene� ts for Scotland 
as their work helps to make us 
happier, healthier, smarter and 
more connected within our 
communities. 

MGS held a reception at the 
Scottish Parliament on Tuesday 
to highlight how museums are 
bringing a positive impact on 
their communities. � e cam-
paign takes place in the lead up 
to International Museums Day 
on Saturday May 18. 



One of the premier sailing events in Scotland 
sees racing taking place on the scenic waters 
of Loch Fyne o�  Tarbert and the event is 
organised and run by the Clyde Cruising 
Club (CCC).  

Alongside the racing, a wide range of 
shore side activities are on o� er both for 
those supporting competing yachts as well 
as the many visitors who come to spectate 
and enjoy the buzz and camaraderie of the 
event in Tarbert.

And this year it’s an enhanced programme 
designed to spread awareness of the event 
and include the wider public in enjoying a 
ra�  of shoreside activities.

� e shoreside action will centre on the 
marquee with the popular headline act on 
Saturday Big Vern and the Shooters and the 
Sunday band con� rmed as the Bell Rock 
Ceilidh Band.

� e opening hours of the marquee bar 
will be extended this year to allow everyone 
to enjoy refreshments and there will be an 
increased number of food outlets designed 
to cater for all tastes. � e new facilities block 
adjacent to the pontoons is open with new 
toilets and showers alongside the temporary 
facilities. � e 2019 race o�  ce will be based 
in the old marina o�  ce.

For both the catchment area, Tarbert and 
Portavadie Marina across the water, it is 
a long weekend equating with one of their 
busiest times of the year and welcomed as a 
highly signi� cant boost to the area’s econo-
my. CCC, Tarbert Enterprise Company and 
Tarbert Harbour Authority are all keen to 
attract an even wider audience to the event.

 
� is year Luddon Construction, Tunnock’s 
and EventScotland are among the main 
sponsors.

Tarbert Harbour Authority
Tarbert Harbour Authority (THA) hosts 
the � eet for the duration of the event at 
Tarbert as boats � nish racing. Duncan 

Cunningham, chairman of Tarbert Harbour 
Authority, said: ‘Tarbert Harbour Authority 
is very conscious of its constitutional aim to 
work for the common good of this heritage 
village and, as custodians of the harbour, we 
do all we can to support events that bring 
economic bene� t to the village. We are 
delighted that the Clyde Cruising Club has 
brought the Scottish Series to Tarbert again 
and we are only too happy to welcome all 
visitors for this important maritime event.’

Portavadie Marina
Across the water from Tarbert, Portavadie 
Marina also welcomes competing yachts 
with shoreside accommodation and restau-
rants. A Five Gold Anchors award-winning 
marina, Portavadie is a � rst class resort 
destination in itself with in� nity pool, spa 
and a range of shoreside accommodation 
and leisure facilities. 

Largs Marina
A skippers’ brie� ng and drinks reception 
will be hosted in Largs Marina on � ursday 
evening for the restricted sail classes which 
precedes the sail to Tarbert on Friday – see 
below. 

� e racing
� e event attracts a wide range of yachts 
split into nine classes by handicap or one 
design and from hi tech IRC racers to those 
sailing CYCA handicaps, both spinnaker 
and restricted sail. 

� e racing format is a mixture of Olympic 
style and coastal races. New this year is the 
Etchells One Design class which will join 
the Hunter 707s, the National Sonata One 
Design and the Sigma 33s.

CYCA classes 8 and 9 are restricted sail 
for those wishing to race without spinna-
kers. � e IRC classes will have up to 10 
races to compete in over the event with the 
One Designs, 11 races.

� e event starts with a passage race from 
Largs bringing boats to the event. On 
Sunday a race is held round Inchmarnock. 

Boats racing with spinnakers under 
CYCA handicap will be able to compete 
in � e Inch Race and will have up to nine 
races over the series. � ose boats sailing 
restricted sail under CYCA handicap may 
compete in the passage race from Largs 
and in � e Inch Race with up to six races 
to compete in. 

All spinnaker classes race on Loch Fyne 
on day one. 

� e opening passage race from Largs for 
restricted sail, family class and cruisers is 
on Friday May 24.
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YOU ALWAYS WIN WHENYOU ALWAYS WIN WHEN

www.tunnock.co.uk

YOU TAKE US WITH YOU

Marina Tel: 07824 331031
Harbour Office Tel: 01687 462154

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com
www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

SHOWERS, LAUNDRY 
AND TOILET FACILITIES

Mallaig 
Marina

Loch Fyne the place to be 
for Clyde Cruising Club 
Scottish Series 2019!

� e ‘go to’ place from May 24 to 27 
will be Loch Fyne and the villages 

of Tarbert and Portavadie when 
the area welcomes the 45th Clyde 
Cruising Club Scottish Series – a 
series of highly competitive yacht 

racing including spinnaker, restricted 
sail and one design classes.

T H E  S O C I A L  S C E N E
The Tarbert marquee provides a meeting 
point and social venue where everyone 
can enjoy drinks and catch up on the day’s 
action on the water. Tarbert Enterprise 
Company (TEC) takes the lead in organ-
ising shoreside attractions and the TEC 
Botanist Bar opens on Thursday evening 
during race registration and will be open 
for the duration of the series. 

The lone piper plays each morning of the 
event from 9am-9.30. Friday will have mu-
sic from Scott MacDonald in the marquee 
as well as food from the Galvanised Grill 
and the Star� sh Restaurant. Preceding 
the prize-givings on all evenings, canapes 
will be served at 6.15pm courtesy of Clyde 
Cruising Club. Early evening music on 
Saturday will be from the Coaltown Daisies, 
Matt McAllister and Scott MacDonald. Mac 
Stand add to the choice of food on o� er.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 16 May 2019 FEATURE  51

Marine Grades Fasteners 
and Fixings, Welding 
and Abrasive Supplies, 
Nails, Screws, Fixings, 
Boating/Marine Supplies, 
Power Tools, Hand Tools, 
Adhesive Tapes, Chemicals 
and thousands more….

Fynepax is your one stop shop for just about 
anything anyone could need.
We deliver as close to us as Dumbarton, Clydebank, 
Drymen, Greenock, Helensburgh and as far as 
Dunoon, Oban, Inveraray to name a few.

T: 01389 733307   F: 01389 768933  
www.fynepax.co.uk

Adhesive Tapes, Chemicals 

An international jury will oversee this 
year’s event. With representatives from 
America, Norway and the UK, this is a � rst 
and will ensure fair racing for all. 

Trailer sailors are being given a boost 
since the event will o� er free crane li� s 
into the water at Tarbert, kindly provided 
by EventScotland who are also contributing 
to the enhanced shoreside programme for 
2019. 

Tunnock’s has been a long-term support-
er of the Scottish Series and will as ever 
be providing ‘welcome pack’ biscuits and 
T-cakes for boats, seen as the most essential 
item on the boat for hungry sailors. 

IRC Championship
2018 sees the second running of the IRC 
Championship which will be embedded in 
the Scottish Series. Event chairman Glenn 
Porter explained: ‘It’s great to have the IRC 
championship come to the Scottish Series 
again for 2019 and we are very grateful to 
the Mudhook Yacht Club for allowing the 
MacIver Salver to remain the trophy for 
this competition.’ 

On the startline 
Class IRC 1
� e Douglas’ partnership J133 Spirit of 
Jacana from Carrickfergus is back to defend 

its class win from last year as is Jonathan 
Anderson with his J122E El Gran Senor. 
Rod Stuart and Bill Ram’s Corby 37 Aurora 
that took a fourth overall in class last year 
will line up alongside Gordon Lawson’s 
J122 Moonstruck Too from Port Edgar. 

Jay Colville from East Down Yacht Club 
also returns with his First 40, Forty Licks 
having narrowly missed out as overall 
series winner last year. Ewan and Jackie 
Mackay are also back in their Farr 30 Wild 
Haggis as is John Minnis from Royal Ulster 
Yacht Club with his Beneteau Final Call. So 
far there’s no entry from Frenchman Gery 
Trentesaux with his JPK 11.80 Courrier 
Recommande that nearly clinched the class 
title from Spirit of Jacana last year. 

RC 35 / IRC Class 2
Pat Kelly from Howth Yacht Club won this 
class last year with their J109 Something 
Else and once again this will be one of the 
most hotly contested classes. Brian and John 
Hall’s J109 � nished runner-up last year and 
will be champing at the bit to better this and 
win the class. Also snapping at their heels 
will be Charles Frize’s Corby 33 Banshee, 
who was third overall last year with Debbie 
Aitken on the � rst 36.7 Animal looking 
at a better than fourth placing for 2019. 
Adding to the J109 � eet within this class are 
Robin Young’s Jings, No Worries and Blue 
Jay. Christine Murray on the well known 
Beneteau Triple Elf, the Elan 37 is back as is 
Adelante from Strangford Lough Yacht Club, 
Tery Kirchin’s � e Black Prince, Chimaera 
with Andrew Craig from Royal Ulster Yacht 
Club, Hijacker from Down Cruising Club 
and the Balmforth’s Tangaroa add to the 
� eet and this class is wide open.

Saturday night welcomes the return 
of the popular band Big Vern and his 
Shootahs with free entry.

The usual spectacular � reworks on 
Saturday night will this year celebrate the 
beautiful Swan 36 Valhalla of Ashton’s 
50th birthday. Alan Dunnet has been 
successfully competing in the Scottish 
Series for many years and this will indeed 
be a special one.  

Tarbert’s hotels, restaurants and other 
accommodation providers have a selec-
tion of the best of hospitality and food 
to make for an unforgettable experience 
both on and o�  the water.

And this year, the Archipelago 
Folkschool will be running demonstra-
tions of boat building and craft skills on 
the shoreside. Archipelago Folkschool is 
a social enterprise that connects people 
with craft and will be fascinating to both 

watch and take part in. 
For the younger generation, The Funky 

Chicken, the popular local children’s 
entertainer, will be face painting and 
entertaining the wee ones.

Mid Argyll Pipe Band will play on 
Sunday evening from 5pm-6pm and 
always create a stir in the village. The 
� nal prize-giving will be from 4pm-5pm 
on Monday May 27 which will see the 
series class winners presented with their 
trophies and the overall Scottish Series 
winner 2019 announced. 

Rachel Edwards of TEC said: ‘Everyone 
recognises the importance of the event 
to the village. The regatta is so well run 
on the water with top class racing and 
this is pointed up by the entry list from far 
and wide. Ashore it’s also great fun with a 
buzz about the village that is always asso-
ciated with the Scottish Series weekend.’

Image by 
Marc Turner



IRC Class 3
�e J92 Samurai J won this last year and may 
be a late entry to defend the class but wasn’t 
in the line-up going to press. However, John 
Swan’s half tonner Harmony returns to try 
and better being pushed to second overall in 
2018 by one point. �e other half Tonner com-
peting is D&M Wright’s Mata from Howth. 

�e J92s are once again out in force with 
four boats contesting the class – Peter Doig’s 
Jack from East Antrim, Ally and Amanda 
Paton with Jammin from Fairlie Yacht Club, 
Chic and Nicky Medley from Port Edgar 
Yacht Club with Jota and Nick Marshall’s 
Satisfaction all out to push the opposition. 
Also to the fore will be regular competitor 
John Kent with Farr E Nu�.  A mix of smaller 
boats will add dynamism to the class with 
Manzanita, the quarter tonner of Lowry and 
Kevelighan, taking on fellow quarter tonner 
Phoenix, the quarter tonner of Darge, Black 
and McVey. Ben Shelley from Fairlie Yacht 
Club races the Extrovert 22 Lady Ex as does 
Connor McGaughy with their Egythene 24 
Crystal Clear – all nippy contenders if the 
wind is light. Rory Fekkes from Carrickfergus 
returns in his First modi�ed F’n Gr8 as does 
Richard Doig of East Antrim Boat Club with 
his GK 24.

CYCA 5&6
One stalwart campaigner the kenspeckle 
Swan 36 Valhalla of Ashton will this year be 
celebrating a golden 50th birthday. A former 
class winner and always to the fore in the 
results, Valhalla has become a legend in her 
own right. Owned by Alan Dunnet and very 
much a family boat, she has been a regular 

competitor at the Scottish Series for many 
years. Last year this evergreen performer was 
eclipsed by one point from a Class 5 win from 
Howard Morrison’s Enigma who returns to 
defend the class title. �is year Alan Dunnet 
and team will be hoping to reverse the tables 
and li� the silverware in what is a very special 
year for the boat. 

Class divisions had not been decided on go-
ing to press so it is assumed other Class 5 sea-
soned campaigners will include major series 
sponsor Boyd Tunnock MBE with Lemerac 
and the trio of Moody 336s – Craig Anderson’s 
Cool Bandit 2, Stephen and Craig Corson’s 
Salamander XX1, Henry Reid’s Ubiquity and 
Erica and Garth Wilson’s Shearwater, all well 
sailed boats. Marc Ritson’s Sigma 36 Saracen 
is a regular visitor from Cushendall and 
Cameron Still campaigns his First 32s5 First 
Edition.  

Keith Salters from Royal Ulster with Grey 
Goose, his Hanse 505, returns as does Alan 
Moore’s Dehler 34 Delinquent. Familiar 
names also include Gavin Marshall’s Celerity, 
the �omson’s Sloop John T and Alastair 
Torbet’s Dufour 40 Spirit of May as well as 
More Misjif with Roddy Angus. New entrant 
this year will be last year’s West Highland 
Yachting Week overall winner the Elan GT5  
Re�ection. 

Likely runners in Class 6 will be Alistair 
Gay back again to defend the class trophy and 
hoping for a hat trick with the Nicholson 35 
Orwell Lass. Runner-up last year was Alastair 
Pugh with his Contessa 32 Marisca so he will 
be planning to clinch the class. Colin Wood’s 
Nic 30 from Largs is another of the classics. 
Slowest boat in the class is the lovely Scottish 

Island Class Shona of Ashton helmed by 
Martyn Webster, so this will be a close class to 
call and depend on weather conditions. 

Restricted Sail Fleet
CYCA Class 8&9 
Veteran campaigner Ian Nicolson won Class 
8 last year with St Bridget and this year will 
see Mid Argyll’s Brian Robertson with his 
X332 Celtic Spirit lining up against him in the 
restricted sail class. Encore, the First 40.7 of 
Dermot Cronin from Malahide returns, as does 
Clive Reeves in Lyrebird who �nished second 
overall last year. Neil MacKinnon and the First 
44.7 Lisa is back alongside John Monaghan’s 
Merliz, the Dufour 40 performance that is also 
fast although he is only competing in the pas-
sage race. �e beautiful Kelana with Marjorie 
Grant skippering will be hard to beat classic 
in this class. Stewart and Dorothy Ritchie’s 
Contest 41 Anna Mae makes the long journey 
down from Loch Sunart to do the passage race 
under restricted sail. Joe Magee in Torranan, 
James McSweeney from Royal St George Yacht 
Club with his UFO 31 Menapia and Keith 
Johnson in his Frigate 27 Stardust are all to the 
fore in the class this year.

All will be looking to the Clipper 60 Taeping 
sailed by Ocean Sailing Scotland and no doubt 
watching how close they get on the start line 
and mark rounding.

Sigma 33 O�shore One-Design Class
A strong entry of 10 boats with the anticipation 
of more will line up to compete in this hard 
sailed one-design class. Dr Griogair Whyte’s 
Close Encounters won last year from Leaky 
Roof 2 of Harper and Robertson from Cove 
Sailing Club with the Lennox and Simpson 
partnership with Miss Behavin third. James 
Miller’s Mayrise is always up there as is Donald 
McLaren and his team on Sigmatic along with 
Bradshaw and Gallagher’s Busy Beaver, Greer 
and Galloway’s Vendeval and Roy Summer’s 
Rajah. New to the class is Scott Chalmers 

sailing Encore and as ever expect some close 
competition from this skipper and boat. 

Hunter 707 One Design Class
Dara O’Malley as a previous 707 class and 
overall 2016 Scottish Series winner with his 
707 Seaword didn’t get a podium �rst last 
year having to be content with second behind 
Sharky with More T Vicar �nishing third. 
With 14 boats already entered, this is a highly 
competitive class with all the best of one 
design racing. Carl Allen is back with More T 
Vicar from Port Edgar, another previous class 
winner, Neil Ross with Mad Dog, Smith and 
Fleming in Rammie with former Oban sailor 
Alistair Olsen aboard, Neil McLure’s Blue 
Funk, Partial Pressure skippered by Andrew 
McKeown from Loch Earn Yacht Club and 
Tallulah with Phil Hermiston from Royal 
Findhorn YC. 

Miss Moneypenny is being sailed by the 
707 Class Association. And nearer to home 
James Urquart will helm Crhu. Fellow Port 
Edgar sailors Andrew McLennan with his 
team on Jalapeno and Hamilton and Venton’s 
Jetstream add to Peter Robinson’s Braveheart 
and Robin Angus’s Pocket Battleship to keep 
everyone on their toes. And in his second 
Scottish Series competing with Autism on the 
Water Murray MacDonald will take on the 
might of the 707s in Autism on the Water. 

Autism on the Water
Former Oban Sailor Murray MacDonald 
will be competing in the Hunter 707 class on 
Autism on the Water thanks to the generosity 
of the class association and his sponsors David 
Sturrock Yachting, �e Foggy Pear Cra� 
Company, Pritchard Marine Consulting, 
Octopi Engineering, Edinburgh University 
Sailing Club, Marlow Ropes and Art and Sea 
Custom Vinyl Graphics. Murray said: ‘�e 
main point of all this is to raise awareness 
of autism. My campaign has grown magni�-
cently since I started it and the whole aim is 
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to show sailors that autistic people can bene� t 
from sailing like I have. � is class is extremely 
competitive, with a lot of really well sailed 
boats and I am looking forward to it a� er 
competing in Kip Regatta.’

National Sonata One-Design Class
� ree Helensburgh-based boats were the only 
entries in the National Sonata One design class 
– Chris Tait’s Scruples, Rosie and Manderson’s 
Jazz and Tim Flatman’s Fiddlesticks will battle 
it out for the class win and there are sure to be 
some late entrants to boost this � eet. 

Etchells One Design Class
Ten Etchells including some top helms are 
entering for the � rst time with Royal Gourock 
Yacht Club providing the mainstay of the � eet. 
Geo�  Howison and Hero, a slightly small ver-
sion of the ‘big boat’, will be to the fore on the 
starting line alongside Cowie and Marshall 
with Diablo. Sutherland and MacDonald race 
Ricochet as well as Wedderburn and Bourke 
with the aptly named Living on the Etch. 
Micheal Toddy sails Hammer of Ashton, Judd 
and Holms, Lock n’safe and Kirsty Coupland’s 
Etch a Sketch compete the line-up from Royal 
Gourock. Brian Young’s Excalibur from 
Fairlie, Stephen Rarity with Ataraxia and 
David Macnab’s El Fie from CCC add up to an 
extremely interesting new class from which it 
will be di�  cult to predict a winner. 

Please note all class divisions were correct at 
time of going to press but may change with 

entry for the event.

2019 event SPONSORS 

� e Scottish Series 2019 would not be able to 
be run without the support of the following 
sponsors.

Clyde Cruising Club
Clyde Cruising Club (CCC) takes on the 
pivotal role of principal sponsor of the event. 

Glenn Porter said: ‘As the heart of Scottish 
sailing, it makes the entire team at CCC 
proud to be able to support the Scottish Series. 
Moving into 2020 we will be o� ering the title 
sponsor slot out to industry partners again. 
With 2020 being branded Scotland’s Year of 
Coasts and Waters we look forward to sharing 
the celebrations with a new headline sponsor.’

He added: ‘We have a great set of volun-
teers and supporters who make this event 
happen. As we � nalise arrangements with 
our sponsors and supporters, details will be 
publicised through our website and social 
media channels so keep an eye on www.clyde.
org/scottishseries. 

Luddon Construction
Glasgow-based civil engineering and building 
contractor Luddon Construction delivers 
projects across the country. � ey say: ‘We are 
delighted to be a sponsor of the Scottish Series 
and this prestigious event provides us with an 
opportunity to raise our pro� le and reinforce 
our longstanding relationship with Clyde 
Cruising Club. It’s great to be associated with 
the event which attracts entrants from far and 
wide and is considered one of the premier 
events in the Scottish sailing calendar.’ 

Tunnock’s 
Legendary biscuit manufacturer Tunnock’s 
has been a loyal supporter of the series for 
many years returning again this year with 
their survival packs of goodies for compet-
itors. Boyd Tunnock said: ‘Tunnock’s has 
been associated with the event for over three 
decades. It’s a fantastic event in the Scottish 
sporting calendar giving the perfect blend of 
serious racing and true Scottish hospitality.’

Helly Hansen
Helly Hansen manufactures professional 
grade gear worn and trusted by professionals 
on oceans, mountains and worksites. Its sail-
ing gear is worn by world-class sailors across 
� ve oceans and they are proud to partner and 
participate in some of the sport’s most iconic 
regattas and sailing associations. 

� e Botanist and Bruichladdich
� e Scottish Series is delighted to welcome 
back � e Botanist, the � rst and only Islay 
dry gin. Bruichladdich has been supporting 
the event as a sponsor since 2015. � e whisky 
distilled on Islay since 1881 is a sister brand to 
� e Botanist Islay Dry Gin. 

Event Scotland
EventScotland is working to make Scotland 
the perfect stage for events. By developing 
an exciting portfolio of sporting and cultural 
events, EventScotland is helping to raise 
Scotland's international pro� le and boost 
the economy by attracting more visitors. 
� e Scottish Series is one of those events is 
grateful for EventScotland's support, advice 
and backing. 

Arnold Clark
Established in 1954, Arnold Clark has grown 
from a single-car showroom to Europe's 
largest independently owned car retailer, with 
over 200 branches across the UK representing 
25 manufacturers. 
� e company states: ‘We’re about people. 
Customers can expect a � ve-star experience in 
our branches, thanks to our friendly product 
geniuses and servicing sta� . We also believe 
that it’s important to give back to the com-
munities in which we operate. We do this by 
supporting charities, grassroots and fantastic 
events like the Scottish Series, which we are 
proud to sponsor again in 2019.’

Marlow Ropes
Marlow Ropes produces a fantastic range 
of high performance cordage for the leisure 
industry and their dyneema products have 
fuelled advances in both yacht and dinghy 
sailing. 

� e Scottish Series is delighted that Marlow 
is behind the prizes for the event and will pro-
vide a bespoke halyard to the Yacht of the Day.

Sailingfast
Sailingfast is delighted to support the event 
support team with reusable water bottles 
working to reduce the collective impact on 
the environment, especially with regards to 
single-use plastic.

Sailingfast is North Sails One Design 
agent, delivering some of the very best sails 
to Scottish sailors and pride themselves in 
only working with the very best brands on 
the market. North Sails is the world’s largest 
sail manufacturer, and Sailingfast say it is 
appropriate they support Scotland's premier 
yacht regatta again.

Owners Duncan and Emma Hepplewhite 
are delighted to be involved with the event 
again in 2019.

Hempel Paints
Once again Hempel Paints is supporting the 
regatta with their sponsorship of the Crawford 
McInnes Trophy for youth.

As a global supplier of high-quality marine 
paints and coatings, Hempel says it will keep 
your ship in prime condition, both inside and 
out, throughout its lifetime. With a focus on 
product innovation, customer service and 
technical advice, Hempel has been a leading 
supplier to the marine industry since 1915. 
Today, Hempel supplies a wide range of 
advanced products, from fuel-saving anti-
foulings to some of the toughest epoxies in the 
industry.

Makars Gourmet Mash-Bar Company
� e RC35 Class is sponsored by Makars 
Gourmet Mash-Bar Company. � e Makars 
RC35 Class is developed for close, compet-
itive racing within a tight rating band (IRC 
1.015-1.040).

Knox Anchors
Knox Anchors is contributing an anchor 

(appropriate size for the boat) as a prize within 
the series.

Tarbert Enterprise Company
� e Tarbert Enterprise Company is the local 
partner that makes the event happen and run 
smoothly.

Contra� ow Ltd
� e tra�  c management � rm provides the 
event with support while Tarbert is so busy 
during the Scottish Series.

Argyll and Bute Council
Supports the event and points up the input to 
the economy of the area.

Tarbert Harbour
Tarbert Harbour hosts the Clyde Cruising 
Club Scottish Series.

Other supporters include RYA Scotland, 
Ocean Sailing Scotland, Largs Yacht Haven, 
Kylemark and Harken

PMG Services
PMG Services will be on hand if required 
during the Scottish Series. PMG is a plant and 
marine engineering company specialising in 
diesel engines, hydraulics and hydraulic hoses 
with a fully mobile service covering Argyll 
and the West Coast of Scotland.
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TARBERT ENTERPRISE COMPANY

The Directors of Tarbert 
Enterprise Company, TEC, extend 

a warm Tarbert welcome to all 
competitors and visitors.  Have a 
“braw” time on and off the water.

www.tarbertfestivals.co.uk

Image by 
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Red and blacks hold on for win

Fixtures
Saturday May 18
Cottages.com MacTavish 
Cup semi final
Strathglass v Glenurquhart
Iain Kennedy

Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup semi �nal
Glasgow MA v Kyles Athletic 
Alex MacVicar
Oban Camanachd v Inveraray  
Des McNulty

Sutherland Cup second round
Beauly v Ballachulish  
Ronnie Campbell 

Bullough Cup �rst round
Inveraray  v Oban Celtic  
Ewan MacDonald 
Lochside Rovers v Kilmory  
Graham Fisher

Mowi Premiership
Lochaber  v Caberfeidh  
John Angus Gillies
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel  
Calum Girvan

Mowi National Division
Fort William v Bute   
Brian MacKay - noon
Oban Celtic v Beauly  
Graham Cameron - noon 

Mowi North Division 1
Caberfeidh v Lovat   
John Wood
Fort William v Aberdeen Uni  
Ross Brown - 3pm  
Inverness v Glenurquhart  
Deek Cameron - noon 
Kingussie v Newtonmore  
Steven MacLachlan
Kinlochshiel v Glengarry   
Martin MacLean

Mowi South Division 1
Kyles Athletic v Aberdour    
Lachie Wood
Tayforth v Col Glen  
David Mitchell

Mowi North Division 2
Boleskine v Inverness   
Neil MacDonald 
Lewis v Lochcarron  
Andy MacLean
Strathspey v Strathglass  
Archie Ritchie - noon 

All throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.

Mowi Premiership
Oban Camanachd 4 
Caberfeidh 3
Oban Camanachd notched up their 
second league win of the season, 
eventually seeing o� Caberfeidh 4-3 
at Moss�eld.

�is was a game of two halves with 
the hosts dominating the �rst 45 
minutes. 

Daniel Cameron broke the 
deadlock on 26 minutes. Keith 
MacMillan launched a hit-in from 
the hill-side and Daniel Cameron 

faked to shoot with his right side 
before turning to his le� to score at 
the Golf course end. 

Oban Camanachd added a second 
on 37 minutes. Andrew MacCuish 
played the ball from wide to Daniel 
MacCuish who ran on before whip-
ping the ball home. 

Daniel MacCuish got his second 
and Oban Camanachd’s third with 
a �ne individual e�ort a couple of 
minutes before the break. MacCuish 
went on a mazy run from mid�eld 
before slotting the ball past the ad-
vancing keeper and the hosts looked 
good for both points.  

Caberfeidh brought Kevin Bartlett 
back to full centre from the start of 
the second half which gave them 
more impetuous and they scored 
two quick goals to get back into 
the contest as Robbie Brindle on 48 
minutes and Jamie MacKintosh on 
51 minutes made it 3-2. 

Oban Camanachd needed a 
response and Andrew MacCuish 
scored what was to prove to be the 
game’s decisive goal on 53 minutes. 
MacCuish’s knee-high shot from the 
right beat the keeper on his le� side.

Caberfeidh were not for conceding 
the match though and, on 63 min-
utes, Kenneth MacKenzie rocketed a 
powerful shot through an attempted 
blocking challenge to make it 4-3.

Oban Camanachd gave a debut to 
Blair MacFarlane with around 15 
minutes remaining. He came on in 
place of Scott MacMillan, taking 
up the half forward position with 
Daniel MacCuish moving onto the 
wing.

A tense closing period followed but 
Oban Camanachd claimed the win.  

Oban Camanachd remain in 
sixth place in the league whilst 
Caberfeidh remain in the relegation 
zone, although they do have games 
in hand on the teams above them. 

A�er the match, Oban Camanachd 
assistant manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon said: ‘It is frustrating 
how we can be so comfortable in 
the �rst half yet make it so nervy 
for ourselves a�er the break. It was a 
case of getting over the �nishing line 
in the end and it shouldn’t have been 
that way. It was a win but we made 
hard work of it in the second half.

‘We are looking forward to 
Inveraray in the Celtic Society 
semi �nal this Saturday. Oban 
Camanachd are the holders and 
we were pleased to win the toss 
of the coin so the match will be at 
Moss�eld.’

Lovat 2
Kyles Athletic 3
Kyles Athletic maintained their 
unbeaten run in shinty’s top �ight 
a�er twice coming from behind to 
beat previous league leaders Lovat 
3-2 at Balgate.

�ere was an intense opening to 
the match and although Kyles were 
up for the game, it was �rst blood 
to Lovat. �omas Fraser’s sweet 
strike on 10 minutes cracked back 
o� the crossbar and Greg Matheson 
was quickly in to turn home the 

rebound. Kyles drew level four min-
utes before the break. A high ball 
from Robbie MacLeod went over the 
Lovat defence and Grant Irvine ran 
forward and stretched high to take 
the ball down with his stick before 
scoring. 

Lovat regained the lead on 66 min-
utes. Duncan Davidson’s hit-in from 
the right dropped into the danger 
area. John Whyte came o� his line 
but missed the ball leaving Lewis 
Tawse to tap home on the angle from 
a yard out. 

�e Tighnabruaich men levelled 
for a second time on 69 minutes. 
Lovat keeper Stuart MacDonald 
came o� his line to meet a �omas 
Whyte shot, but the ball de�ected o� 
a caman and into the net to make it 
2-2.

�e winning goal came with eight  
minutes remaining when a ball from 
the corner wasn’t cleared by the 
Lovat defence and Robbie MacLeod 
scored.

Kingussie 4
Kilmallie 1
Kingussie took advantage of Lovat’s 
defeat when they beat Kilmallie 4-1 
at the Dell to return to the top of the 
table. 

Kingussie took the lead when 
Savio Genini played in a ball from 
out wide and James Falconer ran to 
the front post where he stopped the 
ball with his feet and turned onto 
his back-hand before lashing the ball 
into the top corner of the net. 

Kilmallie came back into it though 
and Innes Blackhall scored to make 
it 1-1 at half-time.  

Kingussie’s forward play clicked 
in the second half and Roddy 
Young put them back in front. Savio 

Genini’s e�ort was going wide before 
Young prevented the ball going out 
and  turned his man before driving 
the ball into the bottom corner of 
the goal. 

Ruaridh Anderson made it 3-1. �e 
ball was taken down the right side by 
Ryan MacWilliam who dribbled be-
fore squaring to James Falconer who 
got in front of his marker. Falconer 
took a heavy touch and Ruaridh 
Anderson’s marker ran towards the 
ball and collided with Falconer. �e 
ball broke to Anderson near the 
penalty spot where he hit it on his 
back-hand into the roof of the net.

Savio Genini put the result beyond 
doubt when the ball dropped to him 
on the edge of the box and his fore-
hand on the turn went into the top 
le� corner of the net to make it 4-1. 

Kinlochshiel 8
Lochaber 2
Kinlochshiel turned in a devastat-
ing �rst half performance to beat 
Lochaber 8-2 at Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel started the match 
playing up the slope and went in 
front within 30 seconds of the throw 
up. Donald Nixon won the centre 
and John MacRae found Duncan 
Matheson on the right and his lo�ed 
pass picked out Ali Nixon at the back 
post. Nixon chested the ball down 
then slipped it past keeper Callum 
MacDonald from close range.  

Kinlochshiel’s John MacRae looks 
to have put his hamstring problems 
behind him and he made it 2-0 on 
15 minutes. Iain Fyfe was penalised 
for heading the ball on the right 
outside the ‘D’. Duncan Matheson 
played the free-hit inside and John 
MacRae ran a�er it, tucking a shot 
inside the post, low past the keeper’s  

out-stretched right foot.   Stuart 
Callison gave Lochaber hope when 
he pulled a goal back on 19 minutes. 
Ben Delaney picked out Callison in 
space on the Lochaber right and he 
drove the ball high over the keeper 
to make it 2-1.

�e hosts went back on the attack 
and Conor Cormack’s long ball into 
the heart of the Lochaber defence on 
21 minutes was knocked down by 
John MacRae to Duncan Matheson 
who was 22 yards out, le� of centre. 
Matheson shot through a cluster of 
players, beating the keeper on his 
right side.

Keith MacRae added a fourth on 
24 minutes. Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae’s 
lo�ed ball forward from a central 
position spun to the right and Keith 
MacRae produced a spectacular �n-
ish as he took the ball on the volley, 
hammering a shot across the keeper 
with the ball going in o� both the far 
post and then the near post.

John MacRae got his second with 
a shot out of nothing on 35 minutes 
with his strike from the right going 
across the keeper and in o� the post.

John MacRae completed his hat-
trick a�er great one-touch shinty a 
minute later. John MacRae took Ali 
Nixon’s pass and exchanged passes 
with Keith MacRae, cutting open 
the visiting defence, and MacRae 
controlled the ball on the forehand 
before �icking home with his back-
hand to make it 6-1.

John MacRae got his fourth with 
the last hit of the �rst half. Donald 
Nixon’s ball forward de�ected to 
Keith MacRae who found John 
MacRae in space with a reverse 
pass and, from the edge of the ‘D’, 
he blasted an unsaveable shot over 
the keeper’s le� shoulder to make 

The Tulloch Homes Camanachd 
Cup second round draw.
Newtonmore v Lovat
Skye Camanachd v Oban Celtic
Kyles Athletic v Inveraray
Kingussie v Beauly
Glasgow MA/Bute v Kinlochshiel
Lochaber v Kilmallie
Oban Caman v Glenurquhart
Fort William v Caberfeidh
The ties will take place on
Saturday June 1.
This year’s �nal takes place at An 
Aird, Fort William, on 
Saturday September 14.

Bob makes cup draw day after British Masters heroics

Bob MacIntyre, left, from Oban, made the Camanachd Cup second 
round draw with Duncan Henderson, from Taynuilt, who has 
attended the last 62 Camanachd Cup �nals. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Fresh from staking a claim among 
golf ’s elite at the weekend, Oban 
golfer Robert MacIntyre was a spe-
cial guest of honour at the Tulloch 
Homes Camanachd Cup second 
round draw on Monday.

Having clinched a tied sec-
ond-place �nish at the British 
Masters European Tour event on 
Sunday, beating world number 16 
Tommy Fleetwood by six places, 
Robert made the draw from the 
Jacobite Steam Train at Fort 
William Station the next day. 

Another guest of honour at the draw 
was 77-year-old shinty stalwart 
Duncan Henderson, who has not 
missed a Camanachd Cup �nal 
since 1959 - even managing to catch 
two replays, taking his �nal tally to 
62.

‘It just comes down to an interest 
in the game,’ said Mr Henderson, 
a former shinty referee who 
played for Strachur, Inveraray and 
Taynuilt during a 40-year career. 
‘I’m honoured to be invited here 
for the draw.’
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Red and blacks hold on for win
Results
Saturday May 11
Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup � rst round
Beauly 3 v 1 Inverness  
Strathglass 3 v 6 Oban Celtic 
Bute 2 v 2 Glasgow Mid Argyll
Skye P v P Taynuilt 
Taynuilt unable to raise a team, 
walkover to Skye 
Ballachulish 1 v 5 Fort William
 
Sutherland Cup second round
Strathspey 5 v 4 Kyles Athletic
 
Mowi Premiership
Inveraray 1 v 2 Newtonmore 
Kingussie 4 v 1 Kilmallie 
Kinlochshiel 8 v 2 Lochaber 
Lovat 2 v 3 Kyles Athletic
Oban Caman 4 v 3 Caberfeidh

Continued on page 56

Mowi North Division 1
Aberdeen Uni 3 v 1 Kinlochshiel 
Glengarry 5 v 1 Kingussie  
Glenurquhart 2 v 1 Skye  
Fort William 1 v 2 Lovat 
Newtonmore 1 v 3 Caberfeidh 
 
Mowi South Division 1
Col Glen 0 v 4 Aberdour 
Lochside Rovers 4 v 1 Inveraray

Mowi North Division 2
Kilmallie 2 v 1 Lochcarron 
Lewis 2 v 3 Boleskine 
Strathglass 4 v 0 Inverness 

Mowi South Division 2  
Bute 0 v 6 Glenorchy 
Oban Celtic 4 v 3 Abedour 
Kilmory 3 v 0 Ardnamurchan 

Action from last weekend’s Mowi Premiership match between Oban 
Camanachd and Caberfeidh. Photograph: Edwina Aitken.

it 7-1 at half-time. Lochaber pulled 
a goal back on 57 minutes. Colin 
MacDiarmid was penalised for a 
challenge on Ben Delaney. Delaney’s 
free-hit was knocked down but not 
cleared by the home defence and 
Findlay MacDonald scored to make 
it 7-2. Despite claims for o� side, 
the referee awarded the goal a� er 
consulting the goal judge.  

Kinlochshiel had the � nal say 
as Keith MacRae thumped a 79th  
minute shot from the right high 
into the net. Donald Nixon collected 
a clearance out of the Lochaber 
defence and surged forward, beating 
two players before � nding John 
MacRae who pushed the ball on to 
Keith MacRae who � nished well.

  
Inveraray 1
Newtonmore 2
Newtonmore extended their win-
ning run to six matches but they had 
to work hard to beat bottom side 
Inveraray 2-1 at the Winterton.

Michael Russell gave Newtonmore 
the lead on six minutes a� er a 
well-hit shot on the run saw the ball 
� ying straight into the top corner 
of the net from 25 yards. Garry 

MacPherson equalised four minutes 
before the break as he � nished o�  a 
well-worked move, sending the ball 
into the bottom corner of the goal. 

� e goal jarred Newtonmore and, 
with a minute of the � rst half re-
maining, skipper Evan Menzies put 
them back in front. Menzies was fac-
ing away from Lewis Montgomery 
but he turned and hit the ball on the 
back-hand into the roof of the net. 

Tulloch Homes 
Camanachd Cup – � rst 
round
Strathglass 3 
Oban Celtic 6
Oban Celtic take their place in the 
Tulloch Homes second round draw 
a� er beating Strathglass 6-3 in their 
3pm throw-up at Cannich.

� e Oban side made a good start 
to the game, putting the hosts on the 
back-foot from the throw-up and 
they took the lead on 10 minutes. 
Craig MacMillan played a corner 
to Ross MacMillan who juggled 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£2600

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
C Allan
Oban
M MacLeod
Strachur

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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Ross MacLean, Ballachulish, chases Fort William’s Lewis 
Morrison during the Tulloch Homes Camanachd Cup tie 
last weekend. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Captain’s dual: Kyles Athletic’s Colin Macdonald  and 
Lovat’s Callum Cruden race for the ball during their 
Premiership clash at the weekend. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Skye’s Ross Gordon tries to 
shield the ball from Glenur-
quhart’s Archie MacDonald 
during last Saturday’s Mowi 
North Division One match 
at Drumnadrochit which 
the home team won by the 
odd goal in three.

the ball by his marker before 
squaring to Ally McKerracher 
who slammed the ball home. 
Referee Deek Cameron 
awarded Strathglass a dis-
puted penalty on 18 minutes 
as Scott Douglas and Peter 
Currie tangled and Douglas 
converted to level the match. 

It took Oban Celtic time to 
settle from the loss of that 
goal but they went back in 
front on 35 minutes. A long 
ball forward was taken by 
Ally McKerracher who found 
Ross MacMillan and he dart-
ed between a couple of players 
before playing a return pass 
to McKerracher who slotted 
the ball home for his second. 

Oban Celtic went ahead for 
a third time on 45 minutes. 
Ross MacMillan beat his man 
and pushed forward before 
playing a great, square pass 
to Andy MacDonald who had 
darted forward to the back 
post and MacDonald �nished 
to make it 3-1 at half-time.  

Strathglass showed they 
weren’t out of it as they pulled 
a goal back four minutes into 
the second half. Scott Douglas 
gathered a ball forward and 
got a yard on his marker be-
fore sending a shot high into 
the net to make it 3-2. 

Oban Celtic’s response 
was instant though as Ally 
McKerracher completed 
his hat-trick a minute later. 
George MacMillan played a 
great ball up the line to Andy 
MacDonald who knocked 
the ball across �rst time to 
McKerracher who took the 
chance to make it 4-2. 

With Michael MacKinnon 
looking back to his old self 
in defence, Ross MacMillan 
went on to score twice to seal 
Oban Celtic’s place in the 
next round. 

First, on 53 minutes, Craig 
MacMillan won the ball on 
the wing and he went on a 
20-yard run before picking 
out Ally McKerracher who 
turned his man before spot-
ting Ross MacMillan who 
beat the keeper. 

�en, on 62 minutes, Andy 
MacDonald won the ball 
in mid�eld and found Ally 
McKerracher who again 
beat his marker and as Ross 

MacMillan’s marker came 
forward to try and clear the 
danger, McKerracher found 
an unmarked MacMillan 
who turned the ball home.

Oban Celtic withdrew Neil 
Carmichael, who had been 
nursing a groin injury, for 
Scott Turnbull.

John Douglas and Innes 
MacDonald, both aged 14,  
also came on and young 
MacDonald went close to 
scoring. Andy MacDonald 
was another of the players 
withdrawn a�er su�ering a 
cut eye. 

Steven Hyslop pulled a 
goal back to make it 6-3 on 
82 minutes but Oban Celtic 
progress and they will look to 
use the win as a springboard 
ahead of Beauly’s league visit 
to Oban this Saturday. 

Oban Celtic assistant man-
ager Les Kinvig, who took the 
team in Dougie MacIntyre’s 
absence, was pleased with 
the win: ‘I never felt we were 
in danger of losing the game,’ 
he said. 

‘We were always com-
fortable and although Scott 
Douglas is a good player, he 
was well-marshalled by Peter 
Currie who is getting strong-
er and sharper each game he 
plays.’  

Ballachulish 1
Fort William 5
Fort William scored three 
times in the last 15 minutes 
to beat Ballachulish 5-1 at  
Jubilee Park.

Arran MacPhee got Fort 
William o� to a great start 
with his goal following a 
couple of nice passes from 
Jack Fraser before MacPhee 
ran onto the ball, hitting it 
low into the corner of the net. 

Lorne Brown drew 
Ballachulish level on 33 
minutes but Fort William 
regained the lead a couple 
of minutes before the break 
following a mazy dribble 
and �ne �nish from Calum 
Shepherd. 

�e visitors added a third 15 
minutes from time. A pow-
erful shot from Lachie Shaw 
was going wide before Arran 
MacPhee stopped the ball and 
�red it home from the edge of 
the box. 

�ere was still time for the 
An Aird side to score twice 
more. On 85 minutes, Victor 
Smith played a quick, clever 
free-hit which put Calum 
Shepherd one-on-one with 
the keeper and he �nished 
well with the ball going in o� 
the inside of the post. 

Fort William’s ��h goal 
came a minute from time 
with a brilliant bit of individ-
ual skill from Lachie Shaw 
which saw him round the 
last defender before slotting 
the ball past the keeper from 
inside the box. 

Bute 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
Craig Anderson’s last minute 
penalty earned Glasgow 
Mid Argyll a replay against 
Bute as the sides drew 2-2 in 
their 3pm throw-up at the 
Meadows.

Beauly 3
Inverness 1
Beauly reached the second 
round with a 3-1 win over 
Inverness at Braeview Park.

Skye Camanachd w/o
 v Taynuilt 
Skye Camanachd were given 
a walk-over when Taynuilt 
were unable to raise a team 
for their match in Portree. 

Sutherland Cup – 
second round
Strathspey Camanachd 5
Kyles Athletic 4
Strathspey Camanachd 
recorded one of their best  
results as they defeated the 
Kyles Athletic second team 
5-4 at Grantown Grammar 
School.

Mowi North 
Division 1 
Glengarry 5 
Kingussie 1
Glengarry climb to second in 
the division a�er overcoming 
Kingussie’s second team 

5-1 at Craigard. Raymond 
Robertson gave Glengarry 
the lead on 19 minutes and 
the hosts added two more 
goals late in the �rst half 
with Steven Cameron on 39 
minutes and Nick Dalgety on 
42 minutes making it 3-0. 

Jordan Reid gave Kingussie 
hope when he pulled a 
goal back on the stroke of 
half-time.  

Glengarry were in no mood 
to lose their grip on the match 
though and Nick Dalgety got 
his second on 49 minutes,  
whilst Ruthven Goudie 
Hamilton made it 5-1 on 73 
minutes. 

Elsewhere in the league, 
the Caberfeidh colts beat the 
Newtonmore colts 3-1 at the 
Eilan.

�e Lovat seconds defeated 
the Fort William seconds 2-1 
at An Aird.

Aberdeen University 
overcame the Kinlochshiel 
seconds 3-1 at Balgownie.

�e Glenurquhart reserves 
had a 2-1 win over the Skye 
Camanachd reserves at 
Blairbeg.

Mowi South 
Division 1
Lochside Rovers 4 
Inveraray 1
Lochside Rovers beat 
Inveraray’s second team 4-1 
in a re-arranged �cture at 
Ganavan. 

Lochside got o� to a great 
start as Niall MacFarlane gave 
them the lead on 13 minutes. 
MacFarlane pulled down a 
pass from mid�eld before 
turning Andrew McMurdo 
and smashing the ball into 
the net from 25 yards out.

�e ground was �ery and 
both teams struggled to cope 
with the bounce of the ball.

Niall MacFarlane was again 
involved on 27 minutes when 
he was fouled inside the box 
and referee Ewan MacDonald 
pointed to the spot. �e 
penalty was struck well by 
Michael MacQueen, leaving 

the keeper no chance, and 
the Oban side led 2-0 at the 
break. 

Kieran Lopez added a third 
a couple of minutes into the 
second half when he latched 
onto a Callum Kirsop hit-in 
which landed inside the ‘D’ 
before slipping the ball into 
the net from close range.

Lewis Buchanan made it 
4-0 on 53 minutes when he 
followed up a strike from 
distance and bundled the ball 
into the net. 

Craig Taylor got a consulta-
tion goal for Inveraray on the 
hour mark with a good, low 
strike from distance which 
went under keeper Dougie 
MacDonald’s feet. 

�e win li�s Lochside to 
fourth in the division. 

Col Glen 0
Aberdour 4
League leaders Aberdour 
were 4-0 winners against Col 
Glen at Glendaruel.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Kilmallie 2 
Lochcarron 1
�e Kilmallie seconds 
in�icted league leaders 
Lochcarron’s �rst defeat of 
the season, winning 2-1 at 
Canal Parks.

A�er a goal-less �rst half, 
Andrew Gibb gave the hosts 
the lead on 55 minutes.

Cam Ross doubled 
Kilmallie’s advantage on the 
hour and although Crisdean 
Finlayson’s strike on the hour 
made it 2-1, Kilmallie took 
the points. 

Elsewhere in the league, 
Lewis Camanachd returned 
to Shawbost for the �rst time 
this season and were edged 
out 3-2 by Boleskine.

�e Strathglass reserves 
beat Inverness reserves 4-0 at 
Cannich.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Oban Celtic 4
Aberdour 3
�e match between the 
Aberdour and Oban Celtic 
second teams was reversed to 
Ganavan with a noon start. 

Scott Burnett scored on 
three and eight minutes to get 
the Oban side o� to a great 
start. 

Tom Bowerman pulled a 
goal back on 28 minutes and 
Mack Mckean made it 2-2 a 
couple of minutes into the 
second half. 

Oban Celtic regained 
the lead through Calum 
MacDonald on 52 minutes, 
only for Roddy MacColl to 
make it 3-3 60 seconds later.  

It was Oban Celtic who 
would go on to seal their sec-
ond league win of the season,  
with Alex Galbraith netting 
on 68 minutes.  

Iain MacKechnie’s experi-
ence was a big help for this 
young Oban Celtic side with 
keeper Rebecca MacPhee and 
Hannah MacDonald doing 
well and 12-year-old Duncan 
MacEwan on the bench again.  

Bute 0 
Glenorchy 6
Glenorchy made it �ve league 
wins out of �ve when they 
beat the Bute seconds 6-0 in 
their noon throw-up at the 
Meadows.

�e visitors started 
with wind advantage and 
they took the lead on 20 
minutes.  Murray MacKay, 
Graeme MacKechnie and 
Andy MacLean were all 
involved in the build-up, with 
MacKechnie rattling the ball 
home from 20 yards out. 

Murray MacKay went on to 
give the visitors a 3-0 interval 
lead with strikes on 26 and 
32 minutes. First, Conor 
Sartain gathered Duncan 
McLaughlin’s hit-in before 
�nding MacKay who round-
ed the keeper before scoring. 

MacKay then found the 
net from 15 yards to give the 
islanders an uphill task. 

Conor Sartain added his 
name to the list of scorers, 
blasting home a shot from 
the right 10 minutes into the 
second half. 

Andy MacLean �nished o� 
a great move by Glenorchy on 
the le�, which stretched the 
length of the �eld, to make it 
5-0 on 68 minutes. 

Conor Sartain got his 
second with 15 minutes re-
maining to round o� the win.

Kilmory 3 
Ardnamurchan 0
Kilmory only trail leaders 
Glenorchy on goal di�erence 
a�er beating Ardnamurchan 
3-0 at MacRae Park.

Kilmory took the lead �ve 
minutes before the break with 
Alister MacArthur scoring. 

MacArthur got his second  
seven minutes a�er the 
re-start and completed his 
hat-trick on the hour. 
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Oban Saints Under 13s made the journey through to 
watch the senior team in the recent �nal of the West of 
Scotland Cup at New Douglas Park, Hamilton. Although 
disappointed, that their senior colleagues lost in extra 
time, the youngsters thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the 
home of Hamilton Accies. 

Oban Lorne is one of many clubs throughout 
the country taking part in Scottish Rugby’s 
Tartan Touch Programme this summer. 

Tartan Touch is Scottish rugby’s fun, simple 
and social version of non-contact rugby, a 
game for all abilities and all ages.

 In the past two seasons, hubs have welcomed 
players aged �ve to 75 from having never 
played rugby to retired players. 

Tartan Touch gives you the chance to work 
on your �tness, learn new skills, make new 
friends and keep active during the sunny 
Scottish summer.

Sessions will be running every Wednesday 
night at Glencruitten from 7pm – all welcome.

Keep active during the summer with Oban Lorne Rugby Club.

Glencruitten has that Tartan Touch

To sign up, please visit the club’s Facebook 
page or search for Tartan Touch on the 
Scottish Rugby website.

AGM
Oban Lorne RFC will be hosting its AGM 

for all club members on Monday May 27 from 
6.30pm in the clubhouse, Glencruitten Drive, 
Oban.

All members are invited to attend a touch 
rugby session from 5.30pm.

Any interest in committee posts should be 
sent to a member of the current committee 24 
hours prior to the AGM.

Isle of Mull RFC hosted their 
annual end of season mini and U14 
festival on Saturday May 4 at the 
club’s playing �elds at Garmony.

More than 160 mini rugby players 
competed at P4/5 and P6/7 with all 
local Dalriada clubs in attendance 
along with touring Helensburgh  
RFC boasting a travelling party 
of 90 people and Strathendrick 
RFC,  who braved cold overnight 
temperatures by camping on the 
pitches over the weekend with their 
P6/7 side.

In the U14 section, Mull and 
Oban combined to take on a strong 
Lochaber side and the touring 
Cli�onhall House School from 
Edinburgh who were on their an-
nual tour to Oban and Mull.

Fair play was the theme of the 
day, with clubs encouraged to show 
good sporting practice and ethos 
on the day which was followed well 
by the large amount of players, 

Fun for all at rugby festivals

coaches and supporters in attend-
ance. Isle of Mull’s 1st XV captain 
Sean Black judged the best sporting 
teams on the day with Oban Lorne 
P4/5s, Strathendrick P6/7s and 
Cli�onhall School U14s all receiv-
ing the 2019 Fairplay trophies.

�e day was a huge success for 
all of the clubs in attendance and 
would not have been possible 
without the support of all the 

volunteers on the day, including 
the referees, coaches and parents 
providing some fantastic Isle of 
Mull hospitality.

Taynuilt festival
Glorious weather provided 

perfect conditions for a fantastic 
festival of rugby hosted by Etive 
Vikings in Taynuilt.

More than 100 players trav-

elled from Kintyre, Mid-Argyll, 
Lochaber and Oban to play in 30 
games of rugby. �e primary 4/5 
competition was keenly contested 
with Etive Vikings winning �ve out 
of �ve, just pipping Oban. 

Etive Vikings also came out on 
top in the primary 6/7 age group 
also winning �ve out of �ve and 
playing some of the best rugby seen 
for a long time.

�e overall standard of rugby 
played by all teams was very high 
and all games were played in 
true rugby spirit with all players 
showing great respect for their 
opposition and referees.

 �e �nal Dalriada is on May 26 
and will be held in in Lochaber.

YOUTH RUGBY

Team Carr cruise to Dalriada Pairs victory
Around 40 players turned out for Oban Bowling Club’s sec-
ond tournament of the season, the Dalriada 2-Bowl Pairs.

There was little room for error in this entertaining knock-
out competition which saw balloted teams of two go head 
to head over 12 ends with each player only having two bowls 
to throw.

Following a glorious day’s bowling, played mostly in sun-
shine, Sandy Carr (skip) and John Strettle came up against 
David McLaren (skip) and Semple Barry in the �nal having 
ousted Donald MacKinnon (skip) and Fiona Scott and John 
McLaren (skip) and Iain Miller respectively in the semis.

The �nal itself was a close-run battle with only one shot sep-
arating the two teams, at 8-7 in Carr’s favour, after nine ends.

With the winning line in sight and only four ends left to play, 
however, seasoned campaigner Carr and his on-form partner 
stepped up a gear, picking up another four shots to take the 
match 12-7.

Dalriada Pairs winners, from left, John Strettle and 
Sandy Carr receive their trophy from Oban Bowling Club 
president Iain Boyd.

Glencoe Boat Club open for all
Glencoe Boat Club (GBC) 
opens its doors this coming 
weekend (May 18/19) as 
part of the Royal Yachting 
Association’s Push the Boat 
Out campaign. 

�e initiative is o�ered to 
give everyone a chance to try 
sailing, windsur�ng or other 
water-based sports with no 
experience necessary. 

And while at other clubs 
the main day is Saturday, 
at Glencoe there will be the 
opportunity to get out on the 
water on Sunday as well. �e 
club’s Max MacLean is organ-
ising the events on both days.

He said: ‘Both days will be 
fairly di�erent. Saturday will 
see powerboat taster sessions 
with local Ryan Tozer of 
iPowerboat.com allowing 
folk the chance to get out on 
a powerboat. In addition, 
former GBC commodore Jill 
Mills and now the sailing 
captain of the club, will be 
o�ering trips in the fast 
SeaXplorer. �ere will also be 
the chance to go on a keelboat 

and the Glencoe Outdoor 
Centre will have dinghy sail-
ing, kayaks and paddleboards 
to try.

‘And to add to the excite-
ment of the day everyone 
can take part in the ‘Oban 
Duncan Challenge.’ 

Oban Duncan, from 
Balloch, is racing for Team 
iPowerboat Racing based in 
Ballachullish. Last year the 
then 12-year-old showed she 
has what it takes to be a British 
champion with consistently 
good results in power boat 
racing. At the open day she 
will racing a course which 
will be timed and everyone 
can try their hand at beating 
her time. 

Sunday will see the 
Lochaline ski� coming 
to Glencoe with rowing 
demonstrations and there 
will be public showcase of 
the Glencoe ski� being built 
in the shed adjacent to the 
clubhouse. Former GBC com-
modore David Southcott is 
overseeing the project and for 

a £1 donation the community 
will be able to o�er a name for 
the new ski�. 

Max said: ‘We want to reach 
out to the community with 
the open weekend – it will 
be a fun family event with 
barbecue and refreshments 
at the clubhouse. Come along 
and get out on the water!’

Meanwhile, GBC has start-
ed a new Monday Club giving 
youngsters the opportunity to 
sail Topper dinghies. Max and 
Gordon MacIntyre are both 
quali�ed rescue boat drivers 
who will be helping put the 
dinghy sailors through their 
paces. 

And as well as regular 
keelboat and dinghy sailing, 
the club’s popular keelboat 
regatta is coming up on June 
15, preceded by a passage 
race from Oban to Onich on 
Friday 14. A full day’s racing 
in Loch Leven takes place 
on the Saturday with visitors 
from other clubs welcome.

SAILING

The teams who took part in the recent Taynuilt Festival. Photograph: Steevie Day.
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Saturday’s results:  Premier Division – Oban Saints, no 
game; Dunoon 2, Motherwell Thistle 5; Premier Division 
One – Lochgilpghead Red Star 0, Neilston 1; Premier 
Division Two – Duncanrig 2, Tarbert 0.

Last weekend’s results: Under 13s, no game;  Ash�eld Juniors 
6, Under 14s 4. Kyle Cooper scored all four goals for Saints. 
Under 15s are �nished their season; Under 16s v Ardencaple, 
postponed.
 This weekend’s �xtures: Saturday – Under 13s v Knightswood; 
Sunday – Under 13s v Rutherglen Burgh; Under 14s v 
Rutherglen Glencairn; Summerston v Under 16s.  

Results and �xtures
OBAN SAINTS YOUTH TEAMS

Killin

SCOTTISH AMATEUR FL

GOLF

Craignure

TRIATHLON

Glencruitten

Results

Results from the Senior Strokeplay Open at Killin 
Golf Club played on Wednesday 8 May: Category 1 
(0-14) – 1  Richard Downie (Polmont) 60;  2  Neil Gillies 
(Whitecraigs) 65 BIH; 3  Bill Lawson (Crie�) 65. 

Category 2 (15+) – 1  James Miller (Whitecraigs) 65;  2  
Mhairi Carruthers (Kyles of Bute) 66;  3 John Tannahill 
(Glencruitten) 68.

Nearest the pin  0-20:  G Wayte (Whitecraigs); Nearest 
the pin 21+:  Ian Hendry (Killin); Nearest the pin in 2:  
Allan McHenery (Killin).

Handicap winner (Kiltyrie Trophy): Richard Downie 
(Polmont) 60;  Mactaggart Trophy (best local h/cap 15 
+):  Craig Fraser 69;  Lix Toll Trophy (nest local h/cap 
1-14):  Dickie Lewis 68.

The sad and untimely death of Craignure Golf Club 
chairman the Rev Johnny Paton has over-shadowed 
events at Craignure GC this week.

Johnny will be a huge loss to the golf club, and indeed 
across the whole island community. He loved his golf, 
playing o� a very respectable 14 handicap, and he could 
often be seen on the course competing in club events – 
so long as they didn’t interfere with his Sunday ‘day job’. 
He was justi�ably proud of becoming club champion 
last September.

It was thus a rather sombre group that gathered 
to re�ect on the �rst tee at Sunday’s Lorna Christie 
Trophy. The decision to play the annual tournament 
for high-handicappers was made in the knowledge 
that Johnny would not have wanted the event to be 
cancelled.

The result was almost incidental, but for the record 
Barry Whenman sank a putt on the last hole to beat 
Steve Wilson by a single point. Barry dedicated his win 
to Johnny’s memory – though if he was looking on then 
he would surely have been unable to resist a chuckle at 
the standard of golf on display.

Johnny Paton.

Sunshine on Mull for hotly contested triathlon
Conditions for this year’s Isle 
of Mull triathlon, which took 
place on Sunday, couldn’t 
have been more di�erent from 
the last time it was run.

October 2017’s torrential 
rain and gale-force winds 
were replaced by blue skies, 
a gentle breeze and temper-
atures of 17 degrees, perfect 
for the rigours of the outdoor 
disciplines of the event.

Twenty enthusiastic compet-
itors took on the challenge of 
24 lengths of the Isle of Mull 
swimming pool, followed by a 
10-mile bike ride and �nished 
o� with a 5k run, based on two 
laps of a course around Java.

First place was hotly con-
tested with Martin Duthie, of 
East Kilbride, edging it by 14 
seconds over Craig Armour of 
Glasgow Triathlon.

Category winners from Sunday’s Isle of Mull Triathlon 
received their trophies in the sunshine.

�e �rst female competitor 
to come home was Mari 
Lawson from Aberdeen and 
the team prize was taken by 
Anna and Andrei Bettinson, 
(Glasgow), aka team SafWaf.

from Mull Runners was 
delighted with how Sunday’s 
Triathlon went.

‘�is couldn’t have taken 
place without the support 
of an amazing team of 
volunteers helping with 
everything from timekeep-
ing to marshalling – not 
to mention the fabulous 
home-baking,’ he added.

‘Special thanks go to 
Vanessa MacLean and 
Jackie Parker, for rustling up 
people and equipment, Joe 
Reade for doing the timing 
and, last but not least, Neil 
Goldsmith, of the Isle of 
Mull Hotel, for letting us use 
his facilities.

‘We’re all looking forward 
to next year.’

Sta�ord Street became Oban’s 
Champs Elysees on Sunday 
when Oban Distillery hosted 
the Oban Sportive for its 
seventh annual mass cycling 
event. �e amazing weather 
boosted entries to around 
200 who tackled Oban’s two 
challenging courses using 
the back roads around Loch 
Avich and Loch Awe.
  �e �eld ranged from rela-
tive newcomers keen to take 
on a new challenge, through 
experienced club riders, 
many from North Argyll 
Cycle Club, and a big team 
from Deeside �istle, to elite 
cyclists in Scotland and one 
professional cyclist, Stephen 
Dent, who came to support 
his younger brother and dad 
while on a break. 
 Everyone came to enjoy the 
tough courses and take in 
the dramatic surroundings. 
Some took advantage of the 
new additional gravel stages 
for an even tougher challenge.

Oban Distillery and 
BID4Oban, who supported 
the event, created a festival 

The hardy group of riders that completed the Ben Cruachan Inn hill climb pose for a 
picture at the dam. Photos: Kevin mcglynn

Oban Sportive proves to be a big success

atmosphere in sunny Sta�ord 
Street and Julie’s Café kept 
the soup �owing as the riders 
came in. Aggregate Industries 
also supported the event. 

Out on the road, the sur-
faces were much improved 
over previous years thanks 
to repairs organised by the 
council. Distillery manager 
Calum Drew said: ‘It was a 
great day. We’d love to sup-
port and see this event grow 
in the coming years.’

�e sportive format is not a 

race but everyone has an eye 
on their times to set a person-
al goal or beat a previous best.

For the ambitious out there, 
the times to aim for were set 
by Alex Dent (Spokes RT) 
at 4hrs 15min and Marie 
Meldrum (Nevis Cycles RT) 
5hrs 7min for Loch Awe’s 87 
miles. On the short course, 
Loch Avich’s 56 miles, Ewen 
MacGillivray (RT23) set 2hrs 
37min and Carol Lawson 
(Kyntire Wheelers) 3hrs 
13min. With the gravel stages 
Mike Adair clocked 3hrs 
57min and Yvonne Clark 4hrs 
52min.

Markus Stitz who was the 
�gurehead for this year’s 
event, presented his adven-
tures around the world on 
a single speed bike in the 
distillery bar which was a 
fascinating insight into a 
man who lives by his bike. He 
cycled to the Sportive from 
Dunblane and joined us for 
both the Sportive and the 
Ben Cruachan Inn hill climb 
the previous day. Markus 
works with Wild about Argyll 
promoting cycling trails and 
with various other bodies 
across Scotland with the 
straightforward aim of get-
ting people out on their bikes.

On the Saturday, Ben 
Cruachan Inn hosted the sec-
ond annual hill climb event 
with entrants scaling the 
three-mile Cruachan Dam 
road against the clock. �e 
road rises 1,000 feet and 30 
cyclists took on the challenge 
bending their bars against the 
�nal steep section to the dam. 
�e sunshine helped and 
a slight breeze from ahead 
hindered progress.

North Argyll Cycle Club 
organise the event promoting 
this and other cycling activi-
ties in the area. 

Nick Charlton, the chair-
man, said: ‘It’s nice to see 
this event becoming part 
of the Oban community 
calendar and �nding a home 
in the heart of the town at the 
distillery. 

‘We owe a big vote of thanks 
to Oban Rotary and particu-
larly Lachie Beaton who have 
worked with us to make the 
event a success.’ 

Over the years the event 
has contributed over £20,000 
to local good causes and has 
helped bring cycling into the 
mainstream in Oban and 
Lorne.

CYCLING

Morag Brown from Taynuilt 
was �rst home in the over-50s 
female category, with Darren 
Morley from Mull taking the 
male prize.

Event organiser  Ian Wright 

Thumbs up from Oban’s 
Matty Robertson  as he 
powers through the Glen 
Lonan section.

Gavin Blainey, Oban, was 
well up in the top group  
of riders on the long 
course.

John Plunkett (73 – 10 = 63) and Peter Bain  (77 – 14 
= 63) led the way in the �rst round of the Captain of 
Dunsta�nage and Isis Trophies played at Glencruitten 
on Saturday. James Muir and Sean Dunsta�nage both 
had a net 64.

The second round of the Captain of Dunsta�nage and 
Isis Trophies take place this weekend.
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 16, 2019 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.45 3.7 10.17 0.9 
 16.19 3.6 22.13 0.7
Fri 04.27 3.8 10.59 0.8 
 16.55 3.8 23.01 0.6
Sat 05.06 3.9 11.37 0.7 
 17.30 3.9 23.45 0.5
Sun 05.43 3.9 12.14 0.7 
 18.05 4.0  **.** *.*
Mon 00.28 0.6 06.19 3.9 
 12.51 0.8 18.40 3.9
Tues 01.09 0.7 06.54 3.8 
 13.28 0.9 19.16 3.9
Wed 01.49 0.9 07.29 3.6 
 14.06 1.1 19.53 3.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 19ºC.
Friday 
Sunny intervals and a 
modeate breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 18ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Light cloud and a 
gentle breeze
Sunday
Light cloud and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
10ºC to 16ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

11

18

17

Glorious sunshine greeted 
the 16 primary aged teams 
from across the South area 
to Moss� eld Park, Oban, 
for the South of Scotland 
Primary Championships. For 
the second year, the event 
welcomed the sponsorship 
and support of the Artemis 
Macaulay Association as well 
as kind donations from the 
Tesco, Oban, to ensure all the 
children and parents were fed 
throughout the day.  

With seven teams compet-
ing in the P7 section and each 
team playing each other in a 
round robin section in seven-
minute games this ensured 
every team got a meaningful 
amount of game time.

Taynuilt started their league 
with a hard-fought victory 
over a resolute Park team. 
� e industrious Strachur/
Tighnabruaich team opened 
with a similar scoreline 
against Inveraray, while 
Aberdour beat reigning 
champions Bute 1-0. � e 
Glasgow Gaels team were 
beaten in their opening tie 
in a central derby against 
Aberdour. At the end of the 

South of Scotland Primary Shinty Championships
section the four teams to qual-
ify for the semi-� nals were:  
Strachur/Tighnabruaich as 
league leaders, then Taynuilt, 
Aberdour and Inveraray.

With nine teams in the P5 
section, they played each 
other once in shorter games 
and wins were accredited to 
the Glasgow Gaels, Dunollie, 
Rock� eld, Park and the 
second Rock� eld team. � e 
Glasgow Gales P5 team won 
each game throughout the 
section, qualifying in � rst 
place and were followed 
through by Park, Rock� eld 
and Glen Aray respectively.  
� is meant that Glasgow 
Gaels faced Rock� eld in their 
semi-� nal and Glen Aray 
played o�  against Park.

Glasgow Gaels kept their 
league momentum going and 
were too strong for a spirited 
Rock� eld team, winning 
3-0, while Inveraray won 3-2 
against a Park team which 
had beaten them earlier in the 
tournament. In the � nal, it 
was easy to see that the day’s 
shinty had taken its toll on 
the teams but the Gaels won 
through 1-0 to take a much 

deserved victory in the P5 
section.

Perhaps the most exciting 
game of the day was in the P7 
semi-� nal where Strachur/
Tighnabruaich defeated a 
technically good Aberdour 
team winning by the odd 
goal in � ve. Taynuilt are 
always more dangerous in 
the knockout stages of these 
events and did enough to see 
o�  Inveraray, setting up a 
� nal against the league’s top 
two teams. Again the day’s 
play had taken a lot of energy 
from the teams. However, 
Taynuilt managed to get two 
goals up on the Strachur/
Tighnabruaich team and 
held out despite Strachur/
Tighnabruaich getting a 
goal back rather fortuitously 
when the referee missed that 
the goal had gone straight in 
from a bye hit – perhaps the 
long day in the sun had taken 
its toll on the referee also! 

A� er thanking all those 
involved in the day Euan 
McMurdo, Camanachd 
Association regional devel-

opment o�  cer, presented the 
awards to the teams with the 
Sheena Cameron memorial 
shield going to the Glasgow 
Gales P5 Archie Anderson 
who showed a consistent level 
of skill and sportsmanship 
throughout the tournament.

Glasgow Gaels won the P5 section. 

P7 winners Taynuilt.

Winner of the Sheena 
Cameron Shield was Archie 
Anderson pictured David 
Hamilton of the Artemis 
Macaulay Association.

Oban Sportive proves to be a big success

Ewan Thorburn from 
Ballachulish, winner of the 
Ben Cruachan Inn hill climb.

World renowned cyclist 
Markus Stitz from Germany 
completed the climb with a 
bike with one gear. He has 
over 46,000 followers on 
social media. 

The � nishing line at Oban Distillery.

Aaron Johnson, Kilmelford, 
came a close second in the 
hill climb.

Ewen MacGillivray, 
Barcaldine, smashed the 
short course record time. 
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INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Oban Sportive 
proves to be a 
big success

Sunshine on 
Mull for hotly 
contested triathlon

Bob is pipped at the 
post in British Masters

Oban Saints bid for a second 
cup � nal appearance of the 
season faces a thorough ex-
amination at Glasgow Green 
Football Centre on Tuesday 
May 21, kicking o�  at 8pm.

Saints’ opponents for the 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Jimmy Marshall 
Trophy semi-� nal are last 
season’s Scottish Amateur 
Cup runners-up Goldenhill 
who, despite not quite 
reaching the dizzy heights 
of their sensational 2017-18 
season, will still be formida-
ble opponents.

Last season’s 100 percent 
league record was always 
going to be a tall order 
for the Clydebank men to 
replicate and a home reverse 
against Saints at the begin-
ning of March plus home and 
away defeats at the hands of 
arch rivals St Joseph’s FP has 
seen the Scottish Amateur 
Football League Premier 
Division title slip from their 
grasp.

Goldenhill defeated Dun-
canrig 3-2 in round one, then 
Paisley 7-2, before dumping 
Port Glasgow OBU 6-1 to 
reach the  semi-� nal.

Saints’ road to the semi 
� nal started with a 2-0 away 
win over Argyll neighbours 
Lochgilphead Red Star in the 
� rst round. This was followed 
by a narrow 2-1 home win 
over Port Glasgow then a 
comprehensvie 5-1 away win 
over Motherwell Thistle to 
reach the penultimate stage. 

Oban’s European Tour golfer 
Bob MacIntyre is up to 36th 
in the Race to Dubai, one 
spot away from becoming 
the top Scot in the standings, 
a� er recording a sensational 
second-place � nish in the 
£3 million Betfred British 
Masters.

� e 22-year-old � nished 
eagle-birdie in the closing 
round at Hillside for a four-
under-par 68 and a 15-under 
273 total, one behind Swede 
Marcus Kinhult in an event 
that was superbly hosted by 
Tommy Fleetwood.

It was Bob’s best perfomance 
so far in his rookie season on 
the European Tour, earning 
him a pay-day worth around 
£225,000 while he also won a 
£20,000 necklace for making 
the most birdies – 24 – in the 
tournament at the Southport 
venue.

‘� at was good. It was 

Bob MacIntyre tees o�  at the 8th during the Betfred British Masters held at Hillside Golf Club, Southport last week. Photo: Bounce Sports

really good, in fact,’ said 
Bob as he re� ected on 
his � nal-day e� ort in the 
company of Fleetwood, the 
highest-ranked player in the 
� eld, in the second last group.

Referring to the fact his best 
e� ort in 13 previous starts 
on the circuit had been a tie 
for 15th, the Glencruitten 
le� -hander added: ‘I had been 
there or thereabouts but nev-
er managed to get in the thick 
of it and I was disappointed 
about that.

Brilliant
‘Today couldn’t have been 

a better day to change that, 
playing with Tommy and in 
front of those big crowds – it 
was brilliant.’

Bob shook o�  the disap-
pointment of an early setback 
as he ran up a double-bogey 
seven at the second to record 
the latest in a long list of im-
pressive displays by Scottish 

players on the European Tour 
this season.

‘� e double-bogey at the 
second helped me in a way as 
it settled me down. It made 
me think, “you are almost 
out of it here so just go on 
and play your own golf”,’ he 
added.

‘My caddie Greg Milne said 
to me as we were walking 
o�  the green that there were 
loads of birdies out there, 
something my coach Davy 
Burns had also said before I 
went out, that it didn’t matter 
how far I was in to the round 
that there were birdies around 
every corner.’

He made his � rst one of 
the day a� er hitting his tee 
shot close at the par-three 
fourth, added another two at 
the short 10th before moving 
into red � gures for the round 
by sti�  ng his approach at the 
14th.

His � nish was the stu�  of 
dreams, hitting a � ve-wood 
from 231 yards to set up an 
eagle-three at the 17th then 
knocking a six-iron from 203 
yards to around � ve feet at the 
last for a closing birdie.

All or nothing
‘To � nish that way was 

fantastic,’ said Bob, who 
ended up sharing second spot 
with defending champion 
Eddie Pepperell and four-
time European Tour winner 
Matt Wallace. ‘I had to go 
for it in the end – it was all or 
nothing.’

Bob has promised to buy 
his mum Carol a new kitchen 
with his winnings.

‘I said to my mum that she 
could order a new kitchen but 
she’s not done that yet. I’m 
sure she will be in with both 
feet now and the price has 
probably just doubled, but she 
can get what she wants.’

Fresh from staking a 
claim among golf ’s elites 
at the weekend, Bob was a 
special guest of honour at 
the Camanachd Cup second 
round draw made in Fort 
William on Monday.

Despite having gone toe-to-
toe with the best golfers in the 
world, MacIntyre spoke fond-
ly of his shinty playing days 
and said he was honoured to 
make the Camanachd Cup 
draw.

Another guest of honour 
at the draw was 77-year-old 
shinty stalwart Duncan 
Henderson, who has not 
missed a Camanachd Cup 
� nal since 1959 – even man-
aging to catch two replays, 
taking his � nal tally to 62.

For Camanachd Cup draw, 
go to the shinty pages.

GOLF
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Young engineers from Lochaber High School show o�  their soon-to-be � nished 
electric racing car. Front row, from left: George Man, Calum Flux, Lily Bloom in 
driver's seat, Mateusz Zal, Eleanor Littlewood, Roddy Steadwood, Josef Kocgan- 
Briggs and Raife Uppington. Back, from left, technical teacher Bill Cameron, Tom 
Uppington and Rosie Flannigan, both Liberty British Aluminium. 
For full story, turn to page � ve. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Budding young Lochaber engineers 
ready to race for glory in electric car

Local foster carers among 
lowest paid in Scotland
Foster carers in Lochaber 
and elsewhere in Highland 
region are the lowest paid in 
Scotland, according to � gures 
obtained by local MSP Kate 
Forbes.

� e � gures show that 
Highland Council pays the 
lowest allowance rate in 
Scotland for foster carers 
with children under 11 years 
old – sparking calls to rethink 
support for foster carers in 
order to boost numbers.

Ironically, the revelations 
about the disparity in foster 
carer payments comes just 
days a� er the start of Foster 
Care Fortnight 2019, which 
is Scotland’s biggest annual 
foster care awareness-raising 
campaign.

For youngsters aged up 
to four years old, Highland 
Council pays a weekly allow-
ance of £77.69, the lowest rate 
in Scotland, and less than half 
of the � gure being o� ered by 
the neighbouring rural local 
authority, Argyll and Bute, 
which gives £196.71 per week 

– a di� erence of more than 
£6,000 a year. Ironically, due 
to a shortage of foster carers 
in the Highlands, the local 
council currently pays more 
than £2 million annually on 
placing foster children out-
with the area.

Ms Forbes said: ‘� is is a 
much bigger question about 
how we support foster carers. 
It is not about the money – 
that’s not what attracts foster 
carers to open their homes 
and lives to vulnerable chil-
dren. However, it can make 
the di� erence to retaining and 
supporting them adequately.

‘It is ba�  ing that in Duror, 
part of my constituency, a 
foster carer would get an 
allowance of £77, whereas 
10 minutes down the road 
in Appin in Argyll and Bute, 

they would get more than 
double that. Reconsidering 
� nancial support could help 
to retain some carers who are 
struggling to make ends meet 
and care for young people.

‘Let’s not forget that the 
Highland Council currently 
has an out-of-area spend of 
over £2 million – so if more 
prospective foster carers come 
forward, we keep more kids in 
the Highlands and this sum 
reduces.

‘� at won’t necessarily be 
the right result for everybody, 
as there can be exceptional 
reasons why some children go 
out-of-area, but it will certain-
ly help some.’

� e Fostering Network 
has been campaigning for 
a decade for the Scottish 
Government to introduce and 
fund a national minimum 
fostering allowance.

Its director in Scotland, Sara 
Lurie, told us: ‘Scotland is the 
only country in the UK not to 
have such an allowance and 
without it some foster families 
and the children they care for 
are not getting the support 
they need,’ she said.

‘In Duror, a foster 
carer would get £77, 
whereas 10 minutes 
down the road in 
Appin, they get more 
than double that.’
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A Fort William charity 
which supports refugees may 
be forced to scale down its 
operations if it cannot � nd a 
new permanent home by the 
end of the month.

Lochaber Support Refugees 
(LSR) is having to move out 
of its premises in Caol by the 
beginning of June, prompting 
concerns the organisation 
may have to cut back the 
number of donations it can 
receive, sort and ship to refu-
gees abroad.

Although they will have 
access to a separate storage 
unit in Fort William, char-
ity co-ordinator Lorraine 
Wheelan says the downsize 
would make life di�  cult for 
the team.

‘I originally started working 
from my house but we’re too 
big to go back to that,’ she 

Above: Volunteers outside 
the unit in Caol in January this 
year getting ready to ship � ve 
hospital beds from the Belford. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

said. ‘Anything that anyone 
can o� er us would be good, 
either short-term or long-
term. Our current landlord 
has been really good. He’s 
let us have it since April 2017 
and for less than half of what 
he should be getting for the 
building. He’s also planning 
to repurpose the building. 
So we have pushed our luck a 
wee bit.’

� e charity comes under 
the umbrella of Highlands 
Support Refugees which is no 
longer able to cover rent for 
any of its branches.

‘If people have got ideas 
then throw them at us, we 
can only say no,’ added 

Mrs Wheelan. Since last 
November, the group of nine 
volunteers have � lled close to 
100 boxes of clothes to send 
overseas. However, with the 
depot close to bursting point 
a� er being inundated with 
donations since the turn 
of the year, the tight-knit 
team is struggling to cope 
with the growing number of 
donations.

LSR has been busy packing 
and sorting boxes to ship to 
refugee camps in Lebanon, 
with the help of the Re-act 
Refugee Scotland national or-
ganisation based in Falkirk.

In January this year, the 
team donated � ve disused 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Left: Lochaber Support Refugees 
need to move out of their 
premises in Caol, which are 
already close to bursting point. 

Charity in appeal 
for new premises

Refugee support group 
could be forced to  
scale down operations

hospital beds from Belford 
Hospital to Re-act in what 
was the group’s biggest 
donation for shipment. � e 
beds are currently en route to 
Iraq where they will be used 
in hospitals badly needing 
to be rebuilt a� er years of 
destruction in the civil war.

‘� at’s where the charity’s 
money really needs to go, 
rather than for pop-up rents,’ 
Mrs Wheelan added.

� e excavation site of the 
world-famous Glencoe 
Massacre was opened to the 
public last Saturday, May 11, 
writes Lewis Robertson.

� e National Trust for 
Scotland (NTS) has been 
digging at the site of the 1692 
massacre as part of its project 
to create a digital record 
for every object in their 
collections.

Glencoe Visitor Centre’s 
operations manager Emily 
Bryce said: ‘It’s a nationally 
important excavation. Many 
visitors come from around 
the world. We are excited 
because we want to recreate 
the turf house and make it 

as accurate as possible for 
people to look at.’

When asked if there are 
plans to excavate surround-
ing sites, Ms Bryce said: ‘We 
don’t know. Some principals 
of archaeology are to leave 
things in situ. It’s also costly 
and time consuming.’

� e most recent excavation 
lasted around a week, with 
professionals unearthing 
a number of items dating 
back to 1680/90, from bits 
of pottery to a horseshoe. 
� e excavation also found 
the remnants of charcoal 
in the turf house they were 
excavating which could mean 
the house was burned down. 

Glencoe Primary School pu-
pils were invited to the site at 
Achtriachtan last � ursday, 
where they met the head of 
archaeology at NTS, Derek 
Alexander, who spent time 
with children explaining the 
site, examining clues and 
various parts of the site. � e 
children later got a chance to 
dig.

Mr Alexander said: ‘� is is 
a great chance for enthusiasts 
to help archaeologists reveal 
more about the people who 
once lived in the glen.’

All the � ndings will help 
develop plans to construct a 
replica turf house at the up-
graded Glencoe visitor centre.

Glencoe 
Primary School 
pupils joined in 
the excavation 
of the site for the 
Glencoe Massacre 
at Achtriachtan last 
Thursday.

Public unearths 340-year-old 
artefacts at massacre site
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Fort William Community Council is holding 
a public meeting on plans to build 325 houses 
at Upper Achintore, towards Cow Hill.

Senior representatives of the development 
company Link Housing and the main contrac-
tor JR Group will be in attendance. � ere will 
be a short presentation and the meeting will be 

open to questions. � e meeting will take place 
on Monday May 27 at 7pm in Duncansburgh 
Church Old Hall.

To ensure answers are available on the night, 
the council requests that questions be submit-
ted in advance to alex.farquhar2@btinternet.
com.

Public meeting on Upper Achintore housing proposal

An investigation into alle-
gations of bullying at NHS 
Highland has concluded 
a review of Fort William’s 
Belford Hospital ‘would be 
useful’, a� er the � ndings of 
the inquiry were published 
last week.

� e long-anticipated report, 
conducted by John Sturrock 
QC, suggested ‘many hun-
dreds’ of sta�  experienced 
inappropriate behaviour 
across the health board. It 
also found sta�  had described 

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Andrew Baxter vented 
his frustration last week 
over what he sees as unfair 
parking charges in Fort 
William.

At a full council meeting 
last � ursday, Mr Baxter 
questioned Highland 
Council leader Margaret 
Davidson over the council’s 
‘two-tier parking system’ 
in which ‘some areas pay 
increased charges and others 
pay nothing’.

Currently, Fort William 
residents are charged for 
using car parks in the town 
centre. However, motorists 
in other Highland towns can 
still park free of charge.

Mr Baxter told the chamber 
councillors had agreed in 
February 2018 to introduce 
car parking charges in 
other areas including 
Mallaig, Broadford, Kyle 
and Dingwall. He asked 
why this had not yet been 
implemented and, as such, 
contended councillors were 
asked to support the budget 
under ‘false pretences’.

Mrs Davidson replied, 
saying the council is 
continuing to roll out car 
parking charges elsewhere in 
the Highlands and ‘there will 
be a di� erent picture as the 
year continues’.

A� er the meeting, Mr 
Baxter said: ‘Over a year 
later, the council has failed to 
introduce charges in any new 
areas other than Chanonry 
Point, Black Isle. However, 
Lochaber residents continue 
to pay increased charges in 
Fort William.

‘Hardly a level playing � eld 
in the Highlands.’

Baxter questions 
Highland  Council 
parking charges

Councillor Andrew Baxter.

NHS bullying report suggests Belford review
su� ering ‘fear, intimidation 
and inappropriate behaviour 
at work’.

A total of 340 people from 
a broad cross-section of NHS 
Highland engaged with the 
review, although just two per 
cent of respondents – seven 
people – came from Lochaber, 
the majority coming from 
Inverness and Raigmore 
Hospital.

However, Mr Sturrock rec-
ommended a review of prac-
tices at the Belford Hospital.

‘� ere are concerns about 
its isolated nature, burn-out 
and longevity of senior sta� , 
the relationship with other 
hospitals in NHS Highland 
and some inappropriate 
behaviours,’ he said in the 
report. ‘I suspect these will 
be well-known to senior 
management.’

In September last year, more 
than 100 healthcare workers 
from across the Highlands 
came forward claiming there 
was a ‘severe bullying culture’ 

at the health board, with one 
‘serious case’ being reported 
at the Belford.

� e � nal report was met 
with a lukewarm response 
from the whistleblowers who 
triggered the investigation 
as they felt the review had 
not gone far enough in 
tackling the problem. Health 
Secretary Jeane Freeman 
has announced a package of 
measures in response to the 
report.  A summit will be held 
this summer to consider what 

more can be done to promote 
positive workplace practices 
across the NHS.

NHS Highland said it 
welcomed the � ndings of the 
report and said it will not tol-
erate unacceptable behaviour 
under any circumstances.

Professor Boyd Robertson, 
interim chairman of the 
health board, said they 
will try to implement Mr 
Sturrock’s recommendations 
‘to foster a positive and inclu-
sive culture’.

A councillor says he found 
what he believes to be weed-
killer residue on play equip-
ment in a children’s park at 
Ballachulish and expects it 
can be found in other play 
parks in Lochaber.

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan councillor 
Niall McLean now wants to 
see a ban on the use of all 
glyphosate-based herbicides 
in such areas. He says its 
use should be restricted to 
carefully regulated speci� c 
instances, such as in forestry 
operations or the manage-
ment of invasive plant spe-
cies, and only then a� er each 
instance is risk assessed.

‘I called for a ban last year 
but was unsuccessful and 
only got the promise of a re-
view. But nothing’s happened 
since and I am now frequently 
� nding play park equipment 
covered in this stu�  when 
these areas get sprayed for 
weed control,’ Mr McLean 
told the Lochaber Times.

‘� ere is always residue le�  
and you will � nd the same 
problem across Highland 
region.’

At last week’s full council 
meeting, Mr McLean held up 
photographs showing dead 
grass where weedkiller has 
been used in children’s play 
parks and asked how children 
were expected to use the 

Ban weedkiller 
from playparks

equipment without getting 
glyphosate on their skin.

And he told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘According to data 
sheets supplied with such 
herbicides, you are supposed 
to wear full personal protec-
tive equipment. � ere has to 
be no contact with the skin 
and if you ingest it you have 
to seek medical advice.

‘� e data sheets say these 
glyphosate weedkillers have 
a half-life of 96 days which 
means 96 days a� er it is 
sprayed there is still residue 
le�  at half the concentration 
of the original.

‘It’s just not acceptable. 
We need to think about 
what we’re doing here using 
glyphosate-based weed-
killers. Where are they being 
used, when and why?’

Mr McLean has asked 
Highland Council for the cost 
of its weedkiller operations so 
that he can compare it against 
cuts in the council’s budget 
for additional support needs 
sta�  in schools.

‘� ere’s also the impact on 
biodiversity from such toxic 
substances. It’s killing dan-
delions and other wild� owers 
which means it is a� ecting 
bees and butter� ies and other 
insect life.

‘Spraying this stu�  in public 
spaces is just craziness. � at is 
why I am pushing for a com-
plete ban and will be taking 
this issue up at government 
level.’

Councillor 
demands 
action over use 
of herbicides

Left: Councillor Niall McLean demonstrates the protective 
clothing recommended for wearing while spraying 
weedkiller and, right, with what he claims is weedkiller 
‘burn’ clearly visible on grass at Claggan Park, Fort 
William. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos
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Fourteen people have come forward to 
help two new support groups being set 
up in Fort William to help combat the 
growing problem of suicide.

Last week’s public meeting in the town’s 
Nevis Centre, organised by Lochaber 
Hope, attracted around 70 people con-
cerned about the rising number of people 
in Lochaber taking their own lives.

� e two new proposed peer-to-peer 
mental health support groups for the 
town – one for men and one for women – 
require people to be trained.

In just a week, 14 people have put their 
names forward and of those, nine have 
already signed up for Safe Talk training 
sessions later this month with Martyn's 
Monday Club in Oban.

Safe Talk is normally a half-day suicide 

prevention training course teaching peo-
ple how to recognise those with thoughts 
of suicide and put them in touch with 
organisations that can help.

Lochaber Hope manager Alyson Smith 
told last week’s meeting the Highland sta-
tistics for suicide do not re� ect Lochaber’s 
statistics for men in the 24 to 45 age group, 
where the rate is much higher.

She told the Lochaber Times this week 
the charity was delighted with the re-
sponse to the appeal for help with the new 
groups, adding: ‘It has been a very positive 
response so far and we’re over the moon 
with the number of people expressing an 
interest in being trained.’

Anyone interested in helping the groups 
should contact Lochaber Hope on 01397 
704836.

Positive Fort William response 
to suicide prevention appeal

Highland Council has 
agreed to declare a climate 
emergency a� er pressure 
from Extinction Rebellion 
activists.

� e protesters gathered 
outside Highland Council 
last � ursday, while the 
local authority was holding 
one of its regular full coun-
cil meetings, to call for a 
declaration of climate and 
ecological emergency.

Council leader Margaret 
Davidson had originally 
proposed a motion recog-
nising climate change was 
a serious problem, but it 
did not go as far as calling 
for the council to declare a 
climate emergency.

� at all changed last 
week, when an amendment 
to the motion from the 
council’s only Green Party 
member Pippa Hadley was 
agreed.

Welcoming the news, 
Andrew Squire and Kate 
Willis, founder members of 
the Fort William branch of 
the campaign group, said 
they were delighted with 
the council’s decision.

‘We are delighted the 
council has responded to 
the pressure of activists and 
so many citizens, including 
more than 900 who signed 
our petition,’ they said in a 
joint statement.

‘We also welcome the 
council’s commitment to 
work towards a carbon 
neutral Highlands by 2025, 
work with citizens in doing 
this and be accountable.

Ms Hadley’s amendment 
was seconded by Lochaber 
councillor Andrew Baxter.

Extinction Rebellion 
spokesperson Anne 
� omas told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘� e council talks 
much about looking a� er 
the next generation and 
protecting children. � eir 
initiative ‘Getting it Right 
for every Child’ has been in 
place for many years, how-
ever, if we do not get it right 
on climate change we will 
not be protecting them and 
that is why many of them 
are coming out on strike.
� is is far more important 
than all the other issues of 
the day.’

Extinction Rebellion campaigners gathered outside 
Highland Council headquarters last week.

Fort activists welcome 
Highland Council’s 
climate climbdown

Controversial proposals to 
build 325 houses at Upper 
Achintore, Fort William, 
have been slammed as over 
development in what would 
be the biggest single residen-
tial project in the town in 
more than 40 years.

� e Lochaber Times has 
already reported on the 
more than 200 objections 
already lodged with Highland 
Council about the plans for 
land bordering the slopes of 
Cow Hill.

However, there are voices 
in favour of the scheme and 
last week we covered claims 
that, if the houses were given 
the green light by planners, 
it could help see the scourge 
of homelessness wiped out in 
Lochaber.

But now comes news that 
a community group has also 
raised concerns about Link 
Housing Association’s pro-

posals to develop the 60-acre 
open moorland site.

Lundavra Community Area 
Group (LCAG) has submitted 
its comments to Highland 
Council. Similar concerns 
about the high density of 
the number of new homes 
involved have also been 
expressed by Fort William 
Community Council.

� e West Highland Local 
Plan identi� es this site as only 
having an overall capacity of 
220 houses and this includes 
the 42 already built at 
Heathercro� .

LCAG chairman Mark 
Lin� eld emphasised that, 
while the group is � rmly 
supportive of much-needed 
additional housing on the 
site, it is not a case of ‘housing 

at any price’. Mr Lin� eld said: 
‘Our group has discussed this 
at length and had input from 
many local residents. We have 
written to council planners 
expressing our alarm that 
this site, which is earmarked 
in the council’s Local Plan for 
only 220 houses, including 
42 already developed, is now 
expected to accommodate 
325 houses.

‘We think this is excessive, 
far too dense for the rural 
periphery of a West Highland 
town, and the layout is poor 
and not conducive to creating 
nice places for people to live.’

Mr Lin� eld said the group 
also has major concerns that 
the removal of large quan-
tities of peat will expose the 
new homes to � ooding.

‘� is has already happened 
at Heathercro�  where house-
holders located downhill of 
the new three-storey � ats 
have had their gardens turned 
into sponges.

‘We need absolute assur-
ance this will not happen to 
our community and that the 
situation will be monitored 
long-term by an expert and 
independent engineer with 
expertise in sustainable ur-
ban drainage schemes.’

� ere are further worries 
some residents will � nd it 
di�  cult to make sense of 
the more than 90 plans and 
documents associated with 
the scheme, which o�  cial 
neighbour noti� cations from 
the council invite residents to 
look over for themselves.

‘Many have the same name 
and are extremely technical. 
It’s very confusing,’ added Mr 
Lin� eld. 

‘We also question why the 
detailed plans were lodged 
on the same day as the ‘in 
principle’ plans.

‘Surely the principles of de-
velopment should be agreed 
before the detailed plans 
are submitted for planning 
permission?’

In response to these 
concerns, as reported in the 
Lochaber Times last week, 
there will be a specially con-
vened meeting on Monday 
May 27, at which Link will 
deliver a public presentation 
and respond to written 
questions which should be 
sent to community council 
chairman Alex Farquhar at 
alex.farqhar@travisperkins.
co.uk as soon as possible.
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Lundavra group says Upper 
Achintore development is 
excessive and far too dense
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Glen� nnan boat 
vandal appeal
Police are appealing for 
information after a boat was 
vandalised in Glen� nnan.

The boat was being stored 
in Pier Road when the 
incident happened some-
time between Wednesday 
May 1 and Sunday May 5.

Anyone with information 
should contact police on 
telephone number 101, 
quoting incident NP1343/19.

Final call for art 
exhibition entries
Art Lochaber has issued 
a � nal call for entries to 
its annual exhibition at 
Ben Nevis Distillery from 
Saturday June 8 to Saturday 
June 22.

Entry forms should be 
submitted by Saturday 
May 25. Anyone wishing an 
entry form should contact 
Dorothy on kellytresta@
btinternet.com. More 
information can be found 
on the club's website 
artlochaber.co.uk.

Budding young engineers 
from Lochaber High School 
are on a drive for electric car 
glory.

� ere is no lack of ambition 
or talent among members of 
the school’s young engineers 
club, going by their latest 
project taking shape in the 
technology department.

Not far from completion, 
the electric single-seater car is 
waiting for aluminium body 
panels to be cut, which the 
group of S1 to S4 pupils will 
rivet to the vehicle’s hollow 
frame.

� e kit was bought for the 
students by Liberty British 
Aluminium (LBA), which 
runs the smelter in Fort 
William and has forged a 
close relationship with the 
school.

� e company is also keen to 
help the school transport the 
� nished car to other parts of 
the country where the pupils 
will race it against similar 
school-constructed vehicles.

Anyone who doubts the lev-
el of skill needed to construct 
such a car just needs to look at 
the myriad of complex wiring 
and links, intricate welding 
and metalwork the pupils 
have had to � gure out.

Technology and design 
teacher Bill Cameron and 
head of physics Rhona Barr 
have been involved with the 
project.

Mr Cameron told the 
Lochaber Times that prior to 

School pupils in drive 
for electric car glory

the car, projects tackled by 
the club had mainly featured 
electronics.

‘But those smaller projects 
have all been feeding into 
taking on something of this 
scale,’ he added.

� e school’s young en-
gineers club had been at a 
standstill for a couple of years 
but is now bursting with en-
gineering and technological 
talent.

� e car project is part of the 
Greenpower Challenge, run 
by the Greenpower Education 
Trust, which looks to kick-
start careers in engineering 
for young people in the UK.

Greenpower sells the kit 
cars with the aim of teams of 
youngsters designing, build-
ing and then racing them at 
motorsport venues around 
the country.

‘Liberty bought the kit for 
us – it has been supportive 

during the whole process,’ 
said Mr Cameron. ‘We are 
now just waiting for the body 
panels. � e pupils will make 
the templates, then Liberty 
engineers will cut the panels 
which will be riveted on 
by the pupils. Building the 

Lochaber High 
School young 
engineers club 
members with sta�  
and representatives 
of Liberty British 
Aluminium with the 
electric racing car. 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The 

Write Image.

First-year pupil Roddy 
Steadwood at the wheel of 
the electric racing car.  

pupils � gure things out for 
themselves.’

Asked what they found the 
most di�  cult part of the pro-
cess so far, most of the pupils 
were of the same opinion: 
electrics. ‘It took quite a lot 
of time to � gure out where all 
the wires went and what they 
all did,’ said S2 pupil Josef 
Kocgan-Briggs.

LBA operations manager 
Tom Uppington was at the 
high school with his Fort 
William colleague Rosie 
Flannigan this week to see the 
car’s progress. 

‘We’re always delighted to 
support the school and the 
pupils, and this is an excellent 
way of helping generate inter-
est in engineering as a possi-
ble career,’ he said. ‘Anything 
we can do to support that is 
always looked at positively. 
Seeing the car take shape is 
exciting and we’re looking 
forward to seeing it racing.’

car has provided various 
challenges for the pupils to 
overcome and they have done 
the bulk of that themselves.’

Ms Barr added: ‘From a sta�  
point of view, it’s de� nitely 
been a “hands o� ” approach 
as much as possible to let the 

Representatives of the various groups who 
addressed this month’s meeting in Fort William 
about e� orts to tackle the rising rate of suicide. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Boarding at Lomond School, 
Helensburgh

A place to 
call home. 

NEW TRAVEL SERVICES 
AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA FOR 
WEEKLY BOARDING

Join us at our Information Morning in Oban
Date:  Saturday 1st June, 2019
Time:  10am - 12pm
Location:  Perle Oban Hotel, Station Square, Oban, PA34 5RT

To book an appointment or for more info. contact events@lomondschool.com
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VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER
This week is Mental Health 
Awareness Week.  

At Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, we are proud 
of our e� orts to raise 
awareness of mental health 
issues at work.  

During last year’s Lochaber 
Ideas Week, Alastair 
Campbell delivered a 
moving and very personal 
Charles Kennedy Lecture on 
the importance of friendship 
in dealing with mental 
health and addiction. 

We also ran an inspiring 
workshop on mental health 
at work with entrepreneur- 
turned-mental health 
campaigner Josh Quigley, a 
young man who struggled 
with his own mental health 
issues despite apparently 
‘having it all’ in terms of 
business success. 

Josh’s story starkly 
demonstrated how the gap 
between how we seem 
and how we are can impact 
health and wellbeing.

Thankfully, businesses 
are becoming increasingly 
aware that personal issues 
don’t just stop at the o�  ce 
door – they can have a real 
impact on working life.  

Last year’s report Mental 
Health in the Workplace 
(available at www.
mentalhealth.org.uk) 
showed the extent of the 
e� ects that mental health 
issues can have in business. 

For many of us, work is 
a major part of our lives. 
Therefore, good workplaces 
can be a key factor in 
supporting and protecting 
mental health, while toxic 
workplaces can be corrosive 
to mental health.  According 
to the report, 15 per cent 
of working adults are 
living with symptoms of 
a mental health problem, 
but only half that have 
experienced mental health 
problems have disclosed it 
at work – statistics from the 

Department for Work and 
Pensions reveal that 300,000 
people with a long-term 
mental health problem 
leave the UK workforce 
each year. It is to everyone’s 
bene� t that mental health is 
increasingly acknowledged 
as a health issue like any 
other that people can be 
open about in order to seek 
support. 

To become part of an 
active and engaged 
business network that helps 
you share experiences 
and information, access 
support and is responsive 
to your business needs, 
join Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce today. Call us on 
01397 705 765 or visit www.
lochaberchamber.co.uk

A former soldier who lost 
both legs in an explosion in 
Afghanistan has praised the 
Men’s Shed group in Fort 
William for helping him 
reintegrate into everyday life.

Stuart Gallagher, 32, 
who was serving with 1st 
Battalion, Scots Guards, at the 
time he was injured in 2013, 
was among the members from 
the town’s Men’s Shed taking 
part in the group’s open day 
on Saturday.

Men’s Sheds are based 
on the concept of garden 
sheds – providing a place to 
pursue practical interests but 
with the big di� erence being 
the social connections and 
friendship, sharing of skills 
and knowledge.

Held in the group’s premises 
at Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, 
the open day event attracted a 
stead � ow of visitors happily 
buying items made by the 
members, ranging from bird 
tables and dog bowl stands 
to Harry Potter-style ‘magic’ 
wands.

� e wands were cra� ed 
by Stuart, who has used his 
interest in woodwork to help 
rebuild his life.

He moved to Lochaber with 
his wife in 2016 a� er being 
medically discharged from 
the army the previous year 
and says the local Men’s Shed 
has made a major di� erence 
to his life. ‘I was doing stu�  

like this in my own garage 
and joining the Men’s Shed 
was mainly to get me out and 
about,’ he told us.

‘I was making stu�  for a 
while at home but it started 
getting a wee bit lonely, main-
ly because there was no one 
my age I could say to “come 
round for a cup of tea” as they 
are mostly all working.

‘I don’t work and someone 
said why don’t I come to the 
shed. So I did, got introduced 
and thought this is pretty 
much like my garage but with 
a lot more socialising.

‘I just got right into it. It 
helped clear my head and 
I got to know people,’ said 
Stuart, who hails originally 
from Glasgow and moved to 
Lochaber where his wife has 
family.

‘� is has made a massive 
di� erence to me and made 
me focus on everything I was 
before. Attitude-wise, it’s got 
me to focus on other things 
in life. Life’s so short you need 
to crack on and do the things 
you can do.’

Stuart, whose woodworking 
skills are mainly self-taught, 
made the wands in case there 
were younger members of the 
community dropping by.

‘All kids love Harry Potter so 
I thought, wands? Why not?’

Deputy chairman of the 
group Gordon Gair said the 
open day had been a great 
success. ‘It was a fantastic 
day and pretty busy most of 
the time. We have raised a 
bit more than £860 towards 
our running costs, which is 
excellent. We sold lots of items 
and got plenty of orders to 
start working on.’

Asked if he would recom-
mend the Men’s Shed, Stuart 
said: ‘I’d recommend it to 
anyone. When I � rst came 
the big age di� erence between 
myself and the other members 
made me a bit wary.

‘But this is a place to enjoy 
and get you out of your house.

‘I was sitting at home on 
the couch and feeling sorry 
for myself. � is was the ideal 
way of tackling that. It’s been 
brilliant.’

Stuart thinks 
Fort Men’s 
Shed is magic

Stuart with a display of his wands, and below with fellow members of the Fort William 
shed. Photograph: Iain Ferguson.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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competitionsOFFERS &
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO  

THE 179TH ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

To win a pair of tickets just answer the following question:  
What age of children can go free to the Royal Highland Show?

Preparations are well underway for 
the 179th Royal Highland Show, 
taking place from the 20 - 23 June 
2019 at the Royal Highland Centre 
in Edinburgh.

A celebration of the country’s 
best in farming, food and rural 
life, the four-day event, supported 
by the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
provides the best opportunity to 
get up close to farmyard animals, 
sample exceptional food and drink 
and experience rural living at its 
most vibrant. 

With a dedicated forestry area, 
an award-winning farrier display, 
a bustling countryside area, rural 
crafts, a huge range of farm 
machinery and a dazzling array of 
food and drink, there’s something 
for everyone from every walk of life.

Children aged 15 and under go free with an accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery Centre is a must visit for 
curious youngsters looking to discover more about the countryside and where their food comes from. This year, it will 
come alive with a cooking workshop, live demonstrations and interactive sessions.

Visitors can also witness record breaking attempts in the Forestry Arena with the Scottish Pole Climbing and Utility 
Pole Climbing Championships taking place alongside thrilling bike displays and forestry demonstrations. In addition, a 
packed programme of music and entertainment will keep the whole family happy.

Proud to display Scotland’s traditional skills, visitors will marvel at the skilfulness of competitors as the show plays host 
to the Scottish Open Farriery Championship horse-shoeing and shoe-making competitions. 

This year, the spotlight will also be on the iconic Clydesdale Horse in celebration of the power behind farming at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

For foodies, a visit to Scotland’s Larder Live! is an absolute must, offering a chance to taste new and exciting artisan 
food and drink from across Scotland. Visitors can also catch the line-up of some of Scotland’s greatest chefs and see the 
results of this year’s Scottish Bread, Cheese, Butter and Ice Cream Championships unfold. 

Extensive shopping opportunities lie in the Show’s 13th avenue arcade, where shoppers will be spoiled for choice with 
the exceptional array of country fare on offer including pet accessories, jewellery, arts and crafts and garden furniture. 

The Royal Highland Show truly has something for everyone – so come and join us for a unique and hugely enjoyable 
day out!  

NB: Closing date for entries is May 31 2019. 
Five winners will each receive two adult tickets valid for entry on any single day to the 2019 Royal Highland Show between the dates of 20 June 2019 – 23 June 2019.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT DALMAHOY HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Redeemable for the prize stated, dates subject to availability. Reservations to be made in advance.
Drinks with dinner include a bottle of house wine or soft drinks. Prize must be redeemed by end August 2019. 

The newly-refurbished Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, an idyllic four-star 
hotel on the outskirts of Edinburgh, is celebrating its gorgeous revamp 
by giving one Scottish Field reader the chance to win a dinner, bed and 
breakfast overnight stay for two in one of the hotel’s opulent suites.

The lucky winner will also enjoy a Champagne afternoon tea as part 
of their stay. Breakfast and a complimentary three-course meal with 

drinks will be served at the hotel’s Pentland Restaurant, an authentically 
Scottish restaurant overlooking the golf course, acres of parkland and 
views to Edinburgh Castle.

Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, which lies just seven miles from 
Edinburgh’s city centre, recently completed a major refurbishment, 
unveiled in spring 2019.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What is the name of Dalmahoy’s restaurant?

Links House is a 5-star, award-winning luxury hotel & fine dining 
restaurant with the charm, grace and elegance of the world’s finest 
boutique hotels, adjacent to the first tee at Royal Dornoch Golf Club.  The 
fifteen bedrooms at Links House are named after important salmon rivers 
of the Highlands. In the main house, built in 1843, you will find bespoke 

historic rooms. Just across the putting green, The Mews hosts suites, each 
complete with full bath and walk-in shower, as well as comfortable sitting 
area. The new Glenshiel hosts five luxury suites with spacious rooms, 
generous sitting areas, and luxurious bathrooms. Links House affords 
guests the opportunity to look deeper into the Highlands.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
In which year was the main house at Links House built?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A DELUXE ROOM WITH FULL  

SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AT LINKS HOUSE, DORNOCH



Scottish Government Brexit 
Minister Michael Russell 
was in Duror and Kentallen 
last Friday to discuss the 
implications of the UK’s 
departure from the European 
Union and to outline the case 
for another independence 
referendum, writes Lewis 
Robertson.

Mr Russell had been invited 
by local SNP members to 
come along to the area’s 
community centre where an 
audience of around 50 people 
took part in a question and 
answer session with the MSP 
for Argyll and Bute on the 
potential impact of Brexit on 
Highland communities.

Mr Russell voiced his 
concerns that Brexit’s e� ect 
on the Highlands and Islands 
would mean major prob-
lems for the area’s various 
industries.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times following the event, 
Mr Russell said: ‘� e vast ma-
jority of people are very con-
cerned about the seemingly 
endless Brexit process and 
the damage that is being done 
to businesses, to attracting a 

skilled workforce, and to our 
reputation as a welcoming 
and sensible country.

‘In the Highlands and 
Islands, the ending of 
freedom of movement, the 
cutting o�  of grants and 
loans for roads, harbours, 
and other improvements, 
and the risk to agricultural 
and � shing support are all 
serious problems which need 
discussed.

‘� e overwhelming view is 

that Brexit should be stopped, 
particularly as Scotland did 
not vote for it. People also 
want a choice – they want 
the chance to say no to Brexit 
Britain and to look at the 
prospects for an independent 
Scotland in Europe.

‘We need a sensible, respect-
ful dialogue about our future 
and that is what I am trying 
to put in place with my work 
on the Citizens Assembly, for 
example.’

Lochaber Times
Thursday 16 May 2019 NEWS  7
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Kinloch pupils to 
trial select mental 
health project

Lochaber pupils Venice 
bound for � lm festival
Two pupils from Lochaber 
High School will be attend-
ing the UNESCO CIAK 
Junior International Film 
Festival this month in an 
opportunity of a lifetime.

Pupils Floraidh Stevenson 
and Faye MacKinnon will 
represent Scotland at the 
Italian event, with their 
Gaelic short � lm Origami, 
which won the Best Youth 
Film at the 2019 FilmG 
Awards.

� e powerful and stylistic 
� lm focuses on bullying, but 
unusually gives the viewer a 
look at life from the bully’s 
perspective and culminates 
in an unexpected and 
upli� ing twist. � e school 
pupils wrote, starred in 
and directed the � lm with 
support from independent 
� lmmaker Dòmhnall 
Eòghainn MacKinnon, 
originally from Scalpay in 
the Western Isles.

Due to an illness, Floraidh 
was not able to attend the 
FilmG Awards so is delight-
ed to have been chosen for 
this trip. She said: ‘Making 
Origami was such a fun 

and creative experience for 
all of us. I got to direct the 
� lm and also had a small 
part in it, but unfortunately 
couldn’t make it to the 
awards ceremony, so this is 
a great consolation prize. I 
can’t wait to see the entries 
from other countries and 
hopefully meet some other 
young � lm-makers.’

FilmG’s project manager, 
Flòraidh Forrest, will also 
travel to Venice with the 
group. She said: ‘We are 
thrilled to be given this op-
portunity and are proud to 
be taking such a meaning-
ful and creative � lm with 
us to represent Scotland on 
this international platform. 
When young people have 
the opportunity to travel 
and see other cultures, 
it can help in developing 
creativity and o� ers them 
the opportunity to gain 
a stronger sense of their 
own identity, language and 
culture – something we are 
keen to encourage in young 
Gaelic speakers today.’

MG ALBA is funding the 
trip.

Russell talks independence and 
Brexit with Lochaber residents

Michael Russell MSP attracted a large turnout at his 
meeting Brexit in Duror Community Hall. Photograph: iain 

Ferguson, alba.photos

Kinlochleven High School 
pupils are excited to an-
nounce they have been 
invited by the Mental Health 
Foundation to take part in 
the pilot of their UK-wide 
peer education project – one 
of only � ve secondary schools 
in Scotland to be involved.

� e announcement comes 
during UK Mental Health 
Awareness Week, which 
� nishes this Sunday, May 19. 
� e awareness week aims to 
embolden people around the 
country to discuss openly 
mental health issues and 
promote them as an equal to 
physical health problems.

Kinlochleven head teacher 
Rebecca Machin said: ‘As the 
only secondary school in the 
Highlands to be invited to 
join this project is fantastic, 
and such a positive recogni-

tion of all the work our sta�  
here have been doing already 
around mental health and 
wellbeing. It is wonderful 
that we have this opportunity 
to further develop our knowl-
edge and understanding in 
such an important � eld.’

� e school-based pro-
gramme aims to give young 
people the skills and know-
ledge they need to safeguard 

their mental health and that 
of their peers. Essentially, 
older pupils are trained to de-
liver mental health lessons to 
younger students. � e course 
will lead to an SQA Mental 
Health and Wellbeing Award.

Guidance teacher Emma 
Murray added: ‘It encourages 
students to think about ways 
to stay well, how to seek help 
and support friends. It also 

introduces common myths 
around mental health, and 
the stigma and discrimina-
tion people experience as a 
result – hopefully helping to 
reduce or eradicate stigma 
and discrimination.’

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

S3 pupils at 
Kinlochleven 
High School, left 
to right, Adele 
MacMillan, Hugh 
Purvis and Kai 
Bashir, with the 
invitation from 
Mental Health 
Foundation. 
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z Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar is holding its 
annual summer fete tonight 
(Thursday May 16) from 6pm 
until 8pm.
z Marie Curie Lochaber 
Fundraising Group is holding 
a da�odil co�ee morning 
at St Andrew’s Church hall 
(behind the church), Fort 
William, today (Thursday 
May 16). Tea, co�ee and 
homebaking available. For 
more information, contact 
Claire MacDonald on 07551 
703649.
z Kilmallie Singers present: 
For The Love of Music! 
Conductor will be Catherine 
Cameron and accompanist 
Jennifer Skene. The event 
takes place in Kilmallie 
Community Hall on Saturday 
May 18, at 7.30pm. Tickets 
available at the door.

z Fort William Rainbows 
and Brownies are holding a 
fundraising co�ee morning 
on Saturday May 18 at the 
Salvation Army Hall, Nevis 
Place, from 10am to noon. 
Come and enjoy cake and 
bacon rolls with your co�ee.  
Money raised will be shared 
between Girlguiding in Fort 
William and the Red Cross 
disaster fund, a charity 
chosen by the girls.
z Representatives of 
Lochaber Sensory Care for 
Sight and Hearing Support 
will be visiting Abbey�eld 
Ballachulish Care Home on 
Monday May 20. The team 
will be there from 10.30am 
until 12.30pm to o�er help 
and advice to the Abbey�eld 
residents and to local 
people with sight or hearing 
impairments those NHS 

hearing aids may require 
re-tubing and new batteries. 
No appointment necessary 
for this free and friendly 
service.
z Kilmallie Christmas Lights 
Fund AGM will take place 
on Wednesday June 5 at 
Kilmallie Community Centre, 
Corpach.
z The Lochaber Vegan Fair 
takes place on Saturday 
June 8 from 11am to 4pm 
at Duncansburgh Church 
Hall, Fort William. Free 
entry. More information on 
the Lochaber Vegan Fair 
Facebook page.
z The second annual Neilly 
Fraser Trophy tournament 
will be held at Spean Bridge 
Golf Club on Saturday June 
8. Everyone welcome. All 
proceeds go towards Spean 
Bridge Golf Club.

WHAT’S ON in Lochaber

�e Sunart Community 
Company enjoyed a success-
ful launch day for the annual 
Sunart Water Festival, writes 
Lewis Robertson.

Loch Sunart was a hotspot 
and a future Hope Spot on 
Sunday when people from 
various communities around 
the area came together to 
enjoy a day full of all things  
to do with water on the loch.

�is was the second festival 
run by Sunart Community 
Company (SCC), which had 
various activities ranging 
from open water swimming, 
to canoeing. Organisers esti-
mate the event raised around 
£800, which will go towards 
to next year’s festival.

�e event was due to happen 
last year but unfortunately 
due to the weather it had to 
be abandoned and was relo-
cated indoors at the Strontian 
Hotel. 

However, blue skies and 

sunshine meant the return 
of the event this year was far 
more successful.

Izzy Baker, one of the 
co-creators of the festival, 
said: ‘�e day was really well 
attended, all the activities 
were fully booked, and we 
had to book extra sessions to 
cater for everyone. It was just 

the perfect day. We wanted to 
create an event that engaged 
people with Loch Sunart 
which is a special place.’

�e main aim of the festival, 
according to the community 
company, is to increase 
awareness of Loch Sunart, 
promote safety around the 
water, promote education and 
marine biology, and to teach 
activities and sports.

Janice Mackinnon, a di-
rector of SCC, spoke about 
the uniqueness of Loch 
Sunart, saying: ‘Annabel 
Lawrence of CAOLAS spoke 
about Mission Blue Hope 
Spots and made the exciting 
announcement that Sunart 
and surrounding area will 
o�cially become a Mission 
Blue Hope Spot on June 8, 
2019 – the �rst of its kind in 
Scotland and mainland UK.

‘An area covering 791 
square km – which includes 
Loch Sunart – has been 

nominated in recognition of 
the fact it represents one of 
the most biologically diverse 
environments in Scotland.’

�e festival is planned to 
return next year, just in time 
for Scotland’s national 2020 
event, the year of the coasts 
and waters.

Event Scotland said of the 
national event: ‘2020 has been 
designated Scotland’s Year 
of Coasts and Waters, a year 
that will spotlight, celebrate 
and promote opportunities 
to experience and enjoy 
Scotland’s unrivalled coast 
and waters, encouraging 
responsible engagement and 
participation from the people 
of Scotland and our visitors.’

�e Sunart Water Festival 
is likely to take place in June 
next year. 

You can �nd more infor-
mation about the event at 
sunartcommunitycompany.
co.uk.

Sunart Water Festival proves 
a real hotspot for community

The team from CAOLAS, 
left, announced that Sunart 
and the surrounding area 
will o�cially become a 
Mission Blue Hope Spot on 
June 8; below, youngsters 
get to grips with an 
adult-sized paddle board; 
and, bottom, festival-goers 
launch The Witches of 
Morvern into Loch Sunart. 
Photographs: Janice MacKinnon. 
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottish�eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize  
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO THE  
179th ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk www.scottishfield.co.uk

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. No cash alternative or 
alternative prize is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply.
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running. 
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information, we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted. 
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfield.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO  

THE 179TH ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

To win a pair of tickets just answer the following question:  
What age of children can go free to the Royal Highland Show?

Preparations are well underway for 
the 179th Royal Highland Show, 
taking place from the 20 - 23 June 
2019 at the Royal Highland Centre 
in Edinburgh.

A celebration of the country’s 
best in farming, food and rural 
life, the four-day event, supported 
by the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
provides the best opportunity to 
get up close to farmyard animals, 
sample exceptional food and drink 
and experience rural living at its 
most vibrant. 

With a dedicated forestry area, 
an award-winning farrier display, 
a bustling countryside area, rural 
crafts, a huge range of farm 
machinery and a dazzling array of 
food and drink, there’s something 
for everyone from every walk of life.

Children aged 15 and under go free with an accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery Centre is a must visit for 
curious youngsters looking to discover more about the countryside and where their food comes from. This year, it will 
come alive with a cooking workshop, live demonstrations and interactive sessions.

Visitors can also witness record breaking attempts in the Forestry Arena with the Scottish Pole Climbing and Utility 
Pole Climbing Championships taking place alongside thrilling bike displays and forestry demonstrations. In addition, a 
packed programme of music and entertainment will keep the whole family happy.

Proud to display Scotland’s traditional skills, visitors will marvel at the skilfulness of competitors as the show plays host 
to the Scottish Open Farriery Championship horse-shoeing and shoe-making competitions. 

This year, the spotlight will also be on the iconic Clydesdale Horse in celebration of the power behind farming at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

For foodies, a visit to Scotland’s Larder Live! is an absolute must, offering a chance to taste new and exciting artisan 
food and drink from across Scotland. Visitors can also catch the line-up of some of Scotland’s greatest chefs and see the 
results of this year’s Scottish Bread, Cheese, Butter and Ice Cream Championships unfold. 

Extensive shopping opportunities lie in the Show’s 13th avenue arcade, where shoppers will be spoiled for choice with 
the exceptional array of country fare on offer including pet accessories, jewellery, arts and crafts and garden furniture. 

The Royal Highland Show truly has something for everyone – so come and join us for a unique and hugely enjoyable 
day out!  

NB: Closing date for entries is May 31 2019. 
Five winners will each receive two adult tickets valid for entry on any single day to the 2019 Royal Highland Show between the dates of 20 June 2019 – 23 June 2019.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT DALMAHOY HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Redeemable for the prize stated, dates subject to availability. Reservations to be made in advance.
Drinks with dinner include a bottle of house wine or soft drinks. Prize must be redeemed by end August 2019. 

The newly-refurbished Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, an idyllic four-star 
hotel on the outskirts of Edinburgh, is celebrating its gorgeous revamp 
by giving one Scottish Field reader the chance to win a dinner, bed and 
breakfast overnight stay for two in one of the hotel’s opulent suites.

The lucky winner will also enjoy a Champagne afternoon tea as part 
of their stay. Breakfast and a complimentary three-course meal with 

drinks will be served at the hotel’s Pentland Restaurant, an authentically 
Scottish restaurant overlooking the golf course, acres of parkland and 
views to Edinburgh Castle.

Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, which lies just seven miles from 
Edinburgh’s city centre, recently completed a major refurbishment, 
unveiled in spring 2019.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What is the name of Dalmahoy’s restaurant?

Links House is a 5-star, award-winning luxury hotel & fine dining 
restaurant with the charm, grace and elegance of the world’s finest 
boutique hotels, adjacent to the first tee at Royal Dornoch Golf Club.  The 
fifteen bedrooms at Links House are named after important salmon rivers 
of the Highlands. In the main house, built in 1843, you will find bespoke 

historic rooms. Just across the putting green, The Mews hosts suites, each 
complete with full bath and walk-in shower, as well as comfortable sitting 
area. The new Glenshiel hosts five luxury suites with spacious rooms, 
generous sitting areas, and luxurious bathrooms. Links House affords 
guests the opportunity to look deeper into the Highlands.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
In which year was the main house at Links House built?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A DELUXE ROOM WITH FULL  

SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AT LINKS HOUSE, DORNOCH
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. No cash alternative or 
alternative prize is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply.
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running. 
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information, we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted. 
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date
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for everyone from every walk of life.

Children aged 15 and under go free with an accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery Centre is a must visit for 
curious youngsters looking to discover more about the countryside and where their food comes from. This year, it will 
come alive with a cooking workshop, live demonstrations and interactive sessions.

Visitors can also witness record breaking attempts in the Forestry Arena with the Scottish Pole Climbing and Utility 
Pole Climbing Championships taking place alongside thrilling bike displays and forestry demonstrations. In addition, a 
packed programme of music and entertainment will keep the whole family happy.

Proud to display Scotland’s traditional skills, visitors will marvel at the skilfulness of competitors as the show plays host 
to the Scottish Open Farriery Championship horse-shoeing and shoe-making competitions. 

This year, the spotlight will also be on the iconic Clydesdale Horse in celebration of the power behind farming at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

For foodies, a visit to Scotland’s Larder Live! is an absolute must, offering a chance to taste new and exciting artisan 
food and drink from across Scotland. Visitors can also catch the line-up of some of Scotland’s greatest chefs and see the 
results of this year’s Scottish Bread, Cheese, Butter and Ice Cream Championships unfold. 

Extensive shopping opportunities lie in the Show’s 13th avenue arcade, where shoppers will be spoiled for choice with 
the exceptional array of country fare on offer including pet accessories, jewellery, arts and crafts and garden furniture. 

The Royal Highland Show truly has something for everyone – so come and join us for a unique and hugely enjoyable 
day out!  

NB: Closing date for entries is May 31 2019. 
Five winners will each receive two adult tickets valid for entry on any single day to the 2019 Royal Highland Show between the dates of 20 June 2019 – 23 June 2019.
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Links House is a 5-star, award-winning luxury hotel & fine dining 
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Lochaber musician Gary Innes with his art piece Rainbow, which is available to buy 
through The Fisherman’s Mission’s online auction.

Gary’s Catch of the Day boosts charity auction
� e Fishermen’s Mission 
(TFM) has launched a char-
ity auction selling ceramic 
� sh sculptures to help raise 
funds for the organisation, 
writes Lewis Robertson.

According to TFM, the 
Catch of the Day online 
auction will allow people 
to contribute vital funds 
to distressed and vulner-
able people in the � shing 
communities.

� e charity fundraiser 
is an online auction, with 
organisers having enlisted 
some famous faces to paint 
a ceramic � sh. One of those 
faces is renowned Spean 
Bridge musician Gary Innes, 
who created his Rainbow 
piece, which will be available 
to buy.

TFM is the only national 
charity that works to support 
� shermen and their families. 

Mallaig Fishermen’s Mission 
covers a huge area, reaching 
out to retired � shermen, 
working � shermen and 
families.

� e auction website is 
now live and is available at 
� shmishauction.org.uk.

� e auction will come 
to a close between today 
(� ursday May 16) and 
Sunday (May 19) at 8pm, 
depending on the items.

Kinlochleven pupils 
are outward bound

The pupils enjoyed a range of outdoor activities including 
raft building.

Adventurous � rst year 
Kinlochleven High School 
pupils enjoyed the challenge 
of a residential stay at Loch 
Eil Outward Bound Centre.

‘� ese � ve days away at 
Loch Eil are available to all 
of our S1 pupils,’ said head 
teacher Rebecca Machin.

‘It is such a wonderful 
opportunity to develop your 
communication, teamwork 
and emotional intelligence.

‘For this reason, it is an 
integral part of our outdoor 
education and employability 
programme.’

� e Outward Bound Trust 
is an educational charity that 
uses the outdoors to help 
develop young people from 
all walks of life.

It runs outdoor learning 
courses that equip young 
people with valuable skills 
for education, work and life, 
helping them to become 
more con� dent, more 
e� ective and more capable 
at school and later in further 
and higher education as 

well as the workplace. 
Activities include gorge 
walking, abseiling, canoeing 
in Loch Eil and a camping 
exhibition on the beaches 
of Glenuig and Arisaig, ra�  
building and racing and 
teamwork games around the 
grounds.

‘� ese activities take the 

youngsters out of their 
comfort zone,’ said Donald 
Smith, principal teacher of 
languages and social sub-
jects, as well as the organiser 
of this annual trip.

‘As far as I am concerned, 
Outward Bound are the best 
adventure provider for young 
people in the UK.

Fort William Accordion and 
Fiddle Club held its � nal con-
cert of the season last Tuesday 
evening (May 7) at the 
Railway Club in Inverlochy.

Although audience num-
bers were slightly down due to 
holidays, chairman Alistair 
MacDonald welcomed and 
introduced the club’s faithful 
local musicians who were in 
top form, with an outstand-
ing quality of playing.

� ere were no � ddlers 
performing on the night, but 
the box players were Calum 
MacColl, Robert Nairn, 
Andrew MacDonald, Larry 
Byrne, Michael MacLeod, 
Hector Henderson (also on 
keyboard), Simon Andrews 
on drums and the club’s 
young players Cameron 

MacIsaac and Craig Kennedy.
A special award was pre-

sented on the night, the late 
Willie MacKillop Memorial 

Trophy, to the most improved 
young player of the year, 
which was won by Craig 
Kennedy, 11, and presented 
by Keith MacKillop and 
family.

� e evening came to a close 
as the chairman thanked 
all musicians and all who 
helped in any way. � ose not 
in attendance missed a thor-
oughly enjoyable night. � e 
club hopes to see everyone 
again in the next session in 
October. � e chairman was 
duly thanked by the musi-
cians and all involved with 
the club for all his hard work 
throughout the session.

� e club is also on the look 
out for more � ddlers to join 
its ranks in the next session 
in October.

Talent on 
show at club 
season fi nale

The Willie MacKillop 
Memorial Trophy was won 
by Craig Kennedy.

Amazing Argyll...
Adventures of Salty the sea cat... 
Neil Oliver’s credo... Bodyguard 
Richard Madden... Soaring with 
golden eagles... Royal Marine 

sniper school... 

Amazing Argyll...
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It is no wonder that so many 
musicians, writers and 
artists su� er from the grips 
of mental health problems 
and the associated drug and 
alcohol issues that o� en 
follow.

Other than the proverbial 
'hatters' of days gone by, 
there are few other pro-
fessions in which so many 
su� er ills of the mind. � ere 
is a myriad of chicken or 
egg situations within the 
realms of these creative 
pursuits and there are few 
de� nite conclusions. What 
came � rst? Did the person 
of unconventional mind 
become an artist, or did the 
artist become the person 
of unconventional mind? 
Did the alcoholic become a 
musician, or did the musi-
cian become an alcoholic? 
� ese and many more grey 
areas and questions of pre-
determined tendencies with 
no de� nitive answers exist 
heavily within this sector of 
society.

However, one aspect of 
the arts that I am certain is 
a common cause of psycho-
logical strife and long-term 
damage if not handled well, 
is the constant need to bare 
one’s soul to the general 

public, and the requirement, 
that if one is to make a liv-
ing, for that general public 
to like what you have shown 
of your inner being.

� is creates one of the 
most pronounced pendu-
lum swings of emotion you 
can experience from any 
vocation. � e pendulum 
swing when moved in the 
direction of the worry and 
doubt regarding your artis-
tic output can be matched 
in the following swing by 
the euphoric joy when your 
work is appreciated. � ere 
is, of course, no guarantee 
of that positive swing, but 
the experience of it, when 
it does happen, more than 
compensates for the nega-
tive swings. And the cycle 
continues.

I am lucky to be fairly 
thick-skinned and so far in 
life have not su� ered any 
of the ills of the mind or 
addictions that are common 
with musicians, but the grip 
of trepidation before new 
songs are released is none-
theless intense.

At midnight tonight 
(� ursday) the new 
Skipinnish album Steer 
by the Stars will go live on 
iTunes and, as with before, 

the release of all previous 
songs or albums, I have no 
accurate gauge as to how 
the new material will be 
received. Once it’s out, it 
cannot be unreleased so 
the pendulum of worry and 
doubt is fairly high to that 
side of the scale. It is prob-
ably even more pronounced 
with this album because 
there is more new material 
than on previous releases.

� ere is nothing else for 
it than to shoot the net and 
hope for the best. We have 
had a good run over the 
past few years with amazing 
support from so many and, 
regardless of how this album 
is received, that has been 
hugely appreciated.

Even if the material is in-
deed lacking, I hope that the 
calibre of all the other mu-
sicians in the band and the 
guests, as well as the skills of 
the recording engineer will 
compensate.

If Steer by the Stars does, 
in fact, turn out to be a 
load of rubbish that no-
body likes, I’ll need to ask 
the Oban Times for a pay 
rise, maybe hide down in 
Manchester for a week a� er 
the half-marathon, then run 
away to St Kilda.

LT

Banavie Primary pupil Katie 
MacSween had the honour of 
cutting the ribbon to o�  cial-
ly open a new pu�  n crossing 
in Corpach on Friday, a� er 
being invited by trunk road 
operator BEAR Scotland to 
mark the occasion.

� e honour comes a� er 
Katie, aged six, showed great 
interest in the works, which 
started earlier this year and 
saw the BEAR Scotland team 
install a new pu�  n crossing 
to improve pedestrian safety 
on the A830.

Katie waved to the work-
force each day on her way to 
and from school, and when 
the project was nearing 
completion, she handed pic-
tures and thank you notes to 
those carrying out the work 
to express her gratitude ‘for 
� xing the road and making 

it safe for her’. � e pictures 
and notes now take pride of 
place in the BEAR Scotland 
Corpach depot.

� e BEAR Scotland team 
tracked Katie down through 
her school to thank her for 
her kind words and to invite 
her to o�  cially open the 
crossing.

Katie’s mum, Emma, said: 
'Katie decided she wanted 

to do something nice for the 
men working on the road 
outside the Corpach Co-
operative store and so a few 
weeks ago she drew a whole 
load of pictures and wrote a 
letter on each one thanking 
them for � xing the road and 
making it safe for her. On her 
way to school one morning 
she handed these out to those 
doing the work.

'Fast forward a few weeks 
and Katie was asked into 
her head teacher’s o�  ce and 
found out that the BEAR 
Scotland team had been try-
ing to track her down so that 
they could thank her and, 
better still, invite her to o�  -
cially open the new crossing.

'She was absolutely ecstatic. 
It’s such a nice feeling to 
know your daughter has 

managed to brighten up 
people’s days.'

Katie added: 'I really 
enjoyed watching the new 
crossing getting built and 
enjoyed cutting the ribbon 
today. I can’t wait to tell all 
my friends about it.'

As well as getting a chance 
to cut the ribbon to mark the 
opening, Katie also received 
a polar bear so�  toy from the 
BEAR Scotland team.

Duncan Crilley, operations 
supervisor at BEAR Scotland, 
said: 'Our teams are so used 
to doing works every day that 
will bene� t the local area but 
we rarely get individual and 
heartfelt thanks in the way 
Katie did.

'It really made everyone’s 
day to receive such a thought-
ful package of thank you 
notes and pictures. We were 
delighted that she could 
join us to o�  cially open the 
crossing.'

Katie does honours at 
new Corpach crossing

Katie 
MacSween, 
six, and 
Duncan 
Crilley 
of BEAR 
Scotland at 
the o�  cial 
opening of 
the new road 
crossing in 
Corpach. 
Photograph: 
Iain Ferguson, 
The Write Image

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Fishermen 
warned of 
Brexit blow
Lochaber MP Ian Blackford 
has warned that the UK 
Government’s Brexit plans 
will be the ‘worst of all 
worlds’ for Scotland’s � shing 
communities.

� e SNP’s Westminster 
leader criticised the Tory 
government for repeatedly 
selling out Scotland’s � shing 
industry in its talks with 
the EU, and said that if the 
government continued with 
its Brexit plans, it would 
deliver a ‘hammer blow’ 
to � shermen across the 
country.

He also called for serious 
reform – or repeal – of the 
Common Fisheries Policy 
(CFP) and said that Scotland 
was being le�  ‘without a 
voice in negotiations’.

Mr Blackford said: 
‘Fishermen need a fair 
allocation of � sh stocks and 
further reform is needed so 
that Scotland’s � sheries are 
able to thrive and succeed. 
� at can only be achieved 
by being at the top table and 
being able to stand up for 
our interests.’
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Fundraising for Lochalsh 
Lesiure Centre has moved 
up a gear following a £10,000 
donation from Eilean Donan 
Castle and its owner the 
Conchra Charitable Trust.

� e initial campaign target 
of £13,500 has now been 
increased to an ambitious 
£85,000.

In April, salmon farming 
company Mowi Scotland do-
nated £13,500 and launched 
the campaign to � nd the 
remaining £13,500 needed to 
replace the pool area roof.

� e launch was quickly fol-
lowed by a £10,000 donation 
from Eilean Donan Castle and 
its owner Conchra Charitable 
Trust. A JustGiving page 
has also received more than 
£2,200.

� e £85,000 target would 
fund re-roo� ng the entire 
building, improving access 
inside and out for patrons 
with mobility issues, a � re 
suppressant systems upgrade, 
electrical work, repainting 
the outside of the building 
and redecoration inside.

Commenting on the cam-
paign, David Win from Eilean 
Donan Castle said: ‘Conchra 
Charitable Trust and every-
one at Eilean Donan Castle 
are delighted to support this 
important fundraising.

‘Community resources are 
vital in our area, so it’s great 
to help a centre that is used 
by so many local residents 
and their families, as well as 
visitors. We encourage every-
one who has used Lochalsh 
Leisure in the past to get 
behind this campaign.’

Charlene Maguire, Lochalsh 

Charlene Maguire, Lochalsh Leisure Centre manager, and 
David Win from Eilean Donan Castle, with a fundraising 
totaliser and ‘Kyle the turtle’, which will now be on display 
at the centre.

Big donations prompt new 
ambitious campaign target

Skye marine tourism 
company set to expand

Leisure Centre manager, add-
ed: ‘Having almost reached 
the initial target so quickly, 
we were encouraged to in-
crease it to allow us to carry 

out the many other repairs 
and improvements needed at 
Lochalsh Leisure Centre.

‘� e leisure centre provides 
a� ordable facilities to its 

members and visitors and is 
used by 100 people a day. As a 
self-� nancing charity wholly 
funded by the community 
and membership fees, we 
need outside help to fund 
repairs and improvements.

‘� ank you to Eilean Donan 
Castle and the Conchra 
Charitable Trust and every-
one that has donated so far.

‘� e generosity of the local 
community and businesses 
will help us secure the future 
of an important community 
facility.’

As part of the fundraising 
drive, Lochalsh Leisure 
Centre sta�  hope to run, cycle 
or swim 1,834 miles – the 
distance between the leisure 
centre and Mowi’s headquar-
ters in Norway – in May. � e 
challenge will involve the 
eight members of sta�  com-
pleting 7.4 miles per day.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Lochalsh Leisure Centre fundraising moves up a gear A marine tourism � rm in 
Skye is set to expand and 
create jobs a� er securing 
funding from Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) for 
a new vessel to run trips to St 
Kilda, writes Mark Entwistle.

SeaSkye Marine Limited 
was established by Kenneth 
and Kerry MacKinnon in 
2017 and runs trips from 
Waternish to St Kilda, under 
the Go To St Kilda brand, as 
well as shorter, more family-
orientated trips around Skye 
from Carbost.

� e St Kilda trips are now 
fully booked for 75 per cent of 
the April to September season 
and consistently receive � ve-
star ratings on Tripadvisor.

HIE has awarded the com-
pany a grant of £36,910 which 
will go towards the cost of 
upgrading the vessel used 
for the St Kilda trips from an 
11-metre to a 13-metre boat.

� e larger boat will be more 
robust and less susceptible to 
weather-related cancellations. 
It will allow Go To St Kilda 
to schedule six trips a week 
instead of three or four and 
will also improve passenger 
comfort.

� e original vessel will 
then be used to expand the 
com pany’s o� ering by add-
ing trips to Harris and the 
Shiants.

� e changes are expected to 
boost the company’s turnover 

Saturday saw more than 
50 choir members from Sir 
E Scott (junior and senior 
choir), Laxdale Primary, 

Stornoway Primary and 
the Nicolson Institute come 
together at Studio Alba on 
Seaforth Road, Stornoway, 
to record the Dìleab EP 
which will be available to 
buy in the summer.

Evelyn Coull Macleod, 
multimedia manager at 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
said: ‘The EP will feature 

many of the songs which 
were performed at the 
sold-out Dìleab concert in 
December.

‘We do, of course, hope 
that the community will 
support the work of the 
pupils once again by buying 
the EP when it’s launched 
later this summer.

‘While it is fantastic to see 

the progression of Dìleab as 
a project, it is even more re-
warding for us to follow the 
pupils’ development and 
this EP gives them another 
platform to showcase their 
considerable talents.

‘This is just the start of 
Dìleab 2019 and we have 
lots of other exciting plans 
to follow on from last 

year’s success. Very soon 
we will be releasing more 
details about a special gig in 
November 2019 involving 
our young people and top 
class bands.’

The Dìleab EP will feature 
local artist Willie Campbell, 
who wrote all the songs, 
along with other musicians 
from the community.

Dìleab EP 
due out this 
summer
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Skye marine tourism 
company set to expand

by more than £240,000, in-
crease international sales by 
more than £95,000 and create 
four full-time equivalent 
jobs with above average wage 
levels.

Eilidh Ross, business 
development account man-
ager with HIE on Skye, said: 
‘Marine tourism generates 
more than £350 million for 
Scotland’s economy, with po-
tential for further substantial 
growth.

‘SeaSkye Marine is an 
important part of the wider 
tourism o� ering on Skye. � e 
directors have made excellent 
progress with the company 
while keeping a keen eye on 
the future.

‘� is planned expansion is 
the next logical step for the 

company and we are very 
pleased to be able to provide 
support for that.’

Mr MacKinnon of SeaSkye 
Marine added: ‘We’re really 
pleased to have secured this 
support from HIE, enabling 
us to take the next step in 
expanding our business.

‘Demand is certainly grow-
ing from people who are keen 
to explore further a� eld while 
visiting Skye.

‘St Kilda has massive appeal, 
due to its culture, history and 
international recognition for 
nature.

‘It’s great to be able to 
schedule more trips to the 
archipelago with con� dence, 
and to also o� er the addition-
al attraction of trips to Harris 
and the Shiants.’

Seaskye’s 11-metre vessel will be upgraded with HIE 
support. Pictured are Jordan Young (crewman), left, Mark 
Coombe (skipper), Kenny MacKinnon (skipper and owner) 
and Eilidh Ross (HIE). Photograph: Iain Smith/HIE.

The chairman of the 
Uist Economic Taskforce 
Working Group, Councillor 
Iain Archie MacNeil, has 
called for a housing seminar 
to be held in Uist in early 
autumn to begin to develop 
innovative solutions to ad-
dress housing issues in Uist 
and Barra.

� is follows the latest meet-
ing of the Uist Economic 

Taskforce Working Group 
held last Friday.

Councillor MacNeil says 
housing remains a key com-
ponent for the economy of 
Uist and for all the islands, 
but too many housing mat-
ters remain unresolved. He 
said: ‘� erefore, I am now 
calling for a housing seminar 
to be held in the very near fu-
ture in Uist to consider and 

address a range of housing 
issues so that we can unlock 
the economic potential in 
the Uist and Barra area and 
address population decline.

‘I will be working with the 
newly formed Uist and Barra 
Housing Working Group 
and all agencies involved to 
try to make this happen as 
soon as possible.’

� e Uist Economic Task-

force also welcomed the 
comhairle’s decision for the 
recently announced Town 
Centre Fund to prioritise 
the regeneration of the 
Balivanich area as part of 
the Balivanich Regeneration 
Project.

An updated list of priorities 
for funding will be presented 
to the next meeting of the 
working group on June 28.

� e rise, fall and subsequent 
self-rescue of one of the 
world’s most accomplished 
mountaineers is sensitively 
portrayed in a new docu-
mentary � lm which will be 
screened on Skye tomorrow 
night (Friday).

As part of Skye Events for 
All’s year-round touring 
programme, director Robbie 
Fraser (� e Bridge Rising, 
Aly Bain’s America) comes 
to Sabhal Mòr Ostaig to pres-
ent Final Ascent: � e Legend 
of Hamish MacInnes.

Most people will know 
MacInnes as a Scottish 
mountaineer, mountain 
search and rescuer, author 
and adviser.

During his lifetime, he has 
climbed the world’s highest 
mountain regions, has made 
a remarkable contribution to 
mountain rescue and equip-
ment design, and is respon-
sible for saving hundreds, if 
not thousands, of lives.

He has directed � lms on 
the subject and written 

26 books, including the 
International Mountain 
Rescue Handbook, pub-
lished in 1972.

At the age of 84, however, 
MacInnes su� ered from 
an acute urinary infection 
where a misdiagnosis had 
him committed to an insti-

tution for delirium. A� er 
a spell in psychogeriatric 
detainment in a Highland 
hospital, during which he 
made many escape attempts 
– he emerged to � nd his 
memory gone.

� is � lm, which opens 
with some warm words 

from MacInnes’s friend 
and Monty Python legend 
Michael Palin, tells the story 
of his life by mirroring his 
greatest challenge: to recover 
his memories and rescue 
himself.

When Fraser interviewed 
MacInnes for a BBC docu-
mentary, he learned about 
the bewildering and deeply 
traumatising experience.

Fraser explained: ‘When 
he came out of care, he 
told us that all memory of 
his previous life had gone. 
What he did next seems 
extraordinary.

‘As well as undergoing 
physical and psychological 
rehabilitation with the help 
of his friends, he seems to 
have rebooted his mind, 
using the vast collection of 
images, � lms and writings 
from his 60-year career and 
back into his childhood.’

� e event takes place at 
7.30pm and is followed by a 
question and answer session 
with Fraser.

Urgent need for islands housing seminar

Hamish MacInnes � lm screened on Skye

Hamish MacInnes, far right, with director Robbie Fraser, 
centre, and Michael Palin. Photograph: Magic B Films.



� e Oban Times
Thursday 16 May 201918 YOUR VIEWS

LT

LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Glencruitten Rise proposed 
housing development
It was with a degree of surprise that I read the 
editorial in � e Oban Times (May 2) in regard 
to Argyll Community Housing Association’s 
community consultation held on April 15 
regarding the a� ordable housing proposals at 
Glencruitten Rise, Oban.

Within the editorial, the sentence ‘Argyll 
Community Housing Association has not as 
yet provided enough information about its 
intentions, including the number of homes it 
hopes to build’ stands out.

If � e Oban Times had been at the commu-
nity consultation event held in Glencruitten 
Church Hall on April 15, they would have 
seen the following: a series of presentation 
boards covering the site layout, proposals for 
infrastructure and the approximate number of 
houses planned.

ACHA sta�  were in attendance throughout 
the consultation event which lasted four hours. 
� ey were there to answer any questions about 
the association, housing need and the timeline 
the association was working to.

It strikes me that you are damned if you do 
and damned if you don’t. 

Parts of Argyll, Oban included, are haemor-
rhaging young people because we don’t have 
adequate, a� ordable housing for them to live 
in and bring up their families.

� ere is also the linked issue of the jobs well 
paid in construction that developments like 
this provide. 

A lot of focus in the related front page article 
raises concerns about the access road, foot-
paths and street lighting.

A road safety audit has been commissioned 
and shared with Argyll and Bute Council, and 
its recommendations will be included in any 
formal planning application submitted.

It is not in ACHA’s interest to build homes 
without an adequate roads infrastructure and 
street lighting for our tenants, and, again, this 
will be part of any submission lodged with the 
local authority.

Alastair MacGregor,
Chief executive, 
Argyll Community Housing Association.

Full investigation is needed 
into FCS deer culling
� e numbers of deer shot out of season and 
during the hours of darkness by the Forestry 

Commission Scotland (FCS) raises some 
serious questions that require answers (Iain 
� ornber’s Morvern Lines, � e Oban Times, 
May 2).

� e FCS stated in 2001 that by 2004 deer 
numbers would be at a manageable level in 
forestry and contract stalkers would be phased 
out. Contract stalkers now number 100, while 
recently released � gures of deer culled out of 
season and during the hours of darkness in 
2017 to 2018 by the FCS stands at 37,115.

Is it any wonder deer are an ever-increasing 

problem in forestry today? It is not rocket sci-
ence: anybody with a grain of common sense 
should know that deer are a woodland animal 
and, unless fenced, the establishment of un-
fenced forestry schemes is a recipe for disaster.

� e majority of forestry schemes have no 
design features that are essential for deer 
control, and nor does the FCS employ adequate 
numbers of professional stalkers to deal with 
the current situation.

As it is illegal to use night-vision equipment 
to cull deer, questions must be raised as to 

� e story of Stuart Gallagher, a former 
soldier who lost both legs in an explosion 
in Afghanistan, is a heartwarming one.

Stuart has overcome many challenges 
due to his devastating injuries and 
continues to rebuild his life.

As we report this week, Stuart attributes 
his progress towards rehabilitation in no 
small measure to the Men’s Shed in Fort 
William.

Stuart spoke so highly of his friends 
at the Men’s Shed following the group’s 
very successful open day at the weekend 
in their premises at Blar Mhor Industrial 
Estate.

� e former Scots Guard admits he was 
a little wary about the age di� erence 
between himself and most of the others 
but is quick to add that it has turned out 
to be a non-issue altogether.

� e Men’s Shed movement has been a 
success story wherever it has taken root 
and Fort William is no di� erent.

Stuart sold his homemade Harry Potter 
wands at the open day, proof if any were 
needed that the Men’s Shed is magic.

Heartwarming 
tale of the Men’s 
Shed success

Katie wins the hearts of 
road crossing workers 
While we are celebrating heartwarming 
stories, what about little Katie MacSween?

� e Banavie Primary pupil, who is 
just six years old, has won the hearts of 
the men who were working on the new 
road crossing in Corpach a� er drawing 
pictures for each of them and writing 
them thank you notes for helping to keep 
her and her friends safe.

� e pictures and notes now have pride 
of place in the BEAR Scotland Corpach 
depot.

Katie has proved to be a real wee star 
and deserves the highest praise.

YOUR PICTURES

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would like 
to see published here, send it to editor@

obantimes.co.uk, post it to The Editor, PO 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or hand it in to our 
o�  ces in Crannog Lane, Lochavullin 
Industrial Estate, Oban, or in High Street, 
Fort William. 

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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� e improvements to Arisaig War 
Memorial have been completed 
with the installation of an interpre-
tation panel this month on a stone 
cairn at the foot of the path to the 
monument.

� e striking panel describes the 
preparations for the erection of 
the memorial and its unveiling in 
1920 to commemorate the fallen in 
the First, and later also, the Second 
World Wars.

� e speci� cation of the monument 
was by George Washington Jack, 
who also built the club room at the 
Arisaig Astley Hall.

Jack collaborated closely with 
Philip Webb, the main architect 
used by William Morris.

� e panel shows images of four 
of the local people who fell in the 

war – James Campbell, Donald 
MacDonald, John MacDonald and 
nurse Mary MacKinnon – and 
serves as a reminder of the youth of 
those who were killed.

� e panel was designed by local 
� rm MacDonald Orr Design and the 
plinth was built by Billy MacMillan.

� is completes the earlier work un-
dertaken by the Highland Council 
and by local contractors Lorne 
MacMillan and Hugh MacDonald.

Both the panel and the refurbish-

ment of the path up to the monu-
ment have been made possible by 
support from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund.

� e results of investigations into 
the fate of local people will be avail-
able in a booklet from next month 
and it is hoped that this could pro-
vide a basis for continuing research.

� is work has been carried out as 
a joint project between Arisaig and 

District Community Council and 
Arisaig Community Trust.

Tobermory Harbour’s general man-
ager Anne FraserA new research 
project in Tobermory Bay has 
secured £5,000 funding towards it.

� e harbour environmental impact 
study will monitor all existing and fu-

ture seabed infrastructure in the bay 
and keep checking the e� ects it has on 
the marine environment and the or-
ganisms surrounding it. Outcome re-
ports will be made in � ve and 10 years. 
� e money for the long-term project 
came from the Waterfall Fund, an 
independent charity that distributes   
net pro� ts from the Garmony Hydro 
Scheme to community projects on 
Mull, Iona and other small islands.

MULL

A group of six volunteers from 
the McDonald’s restaurant in Fort 
William recently teamed up to 
clean the start of the Great Glen 
Way.

In wet and windy conditions, a 
total of eight bags of litter were 
collected, helping to keep the 
area clean and tidy for the many 
walkers who take the trail daily.

� is event is one of the many 
clean-ups taking place as part 
of Keep Scotland Beautiful’s 
national Spring Clean campaign, 
encouraging local communities 

to act and work together to tackle 
litter. � e campaign forms part of 
an eight-year partnership between 
McDonald’s and Keep Scotland 
Beautiful.

McDonald’s franchisee Craig 
Duncan, who owns and operates 
eight restaurants across the 
Highlands, including the one in 
Fort William, said: ‘As a local 
business owner, it was fantastic to 
see everyone come together to tidy 
up the area around our restaurant 
where the Great Glen Way 
begins, making it a nicer place for 

residents and visitors to the area.
‘As part of our commitment 

to the environment, we’ve made 
improvements in-store too. All of 
our restaurants in Scotland now 
have front-of-house recycling 
facilities in which all packaging, 
including paper cups, can be 
separated for them to be recycled.’

As well as the Spring Clean 
campaign, McDonald’s will be 
carrying out community litter 
picks events throughout the 
summer as part of its Keep Up the 
Clean Up campaign.

McDonald’s sta�  clean-up Great Glen Way

Deposit scheme ‘must work for Isles’

Inverlochy pupils enjoy visit to croft

The team set o�  to clean the Great Glen Way. 

Western Isles MSP Alasdair Allan 
last week questioned the Scottish 
Government on how proposals for 
a Deposit Return Scheme will apply 
to island communities such as the 
Western Isles.

Deposit return schemes, in ex-
istence round the world as a way 
of reducing litter and increasing 
recycling, see consumers pay a small 
deposit that is fully refundable once 
the empty bottle is returned.

� e islands MSP was questioning 
Environment Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham MSP during a min-

Nurse Mary MacKinnon.

Pupils of Inverlochy Primary School 
were able to spend a few hours learn-
ing about the importance of animals 
to cro� ing when they were invited to 
Camaghael by Isabel Campbell.

� e children visited chickens in 
the � eld by the house, some of them 
even seeing an egg being laid as they 
watched.

Inverlochy youngsters learned 
about animals in crofting. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

07917 358285 
01546 603989

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE

Callum Simpson
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
� Spare a thought for the milkman 
who thought he had stumbled on a 
nude moonbather on the shoreline 
at the West End, early on Saturday 
morning. However, it turned out to 
be an unclothed tailor’s dummy! 
Which was probably just as well, 
considering how cold it was.
� Just to prove there’s nothing new 
under the sun – or under Fort 
William High Street – here are a 
couple of extracts from the local 
press of the late 1950s. It was report-
ed that workmen digging around a   
water main for the new telephone 
exchange at the West End uncovered 
an old gas main junction which 
had lain unused since 1896. Fort 
William was lit by gas between 1883 
and 1895. And the gasometer which 
supplied the town stood where the 
Exchange garage is now. But the gas 
system proved so unreliable – and 
occasionally smelled so badly – that, 
in 1896, the Fort William Electric 
Light Company was formed. In the 
so doing Fort William became a 
pioneer as the � rst town in the UK 
to be electrically lit by power derived 
entirely from water.
� Woollies from Woolies. How about 
the local lady, who, a� er buying a 
few bits and pieces in Woolworths, 
le�  the shop and crossed the street. 
With a pair of children’s pyjamas 
unintentionally hooked onto the 
back of her anorak. Into Marshall’s 
she went, where one of the girls said 
to her: ‘� ere’s something strange 
hanging from your anorak.’ � e 
lady looked a� er herself and was 
morti� ed to discover she was toting 
the pyjamas around on her back. So, 
‘back’ across to Woolies to contritely 
hand them ‘back’.
� � e council missive headed ‘Rates 
revue for all in Lochaber’ had to 
undergo an embarrassingly quick 
alteration to ‘review’. Mind you, I 
think I’d have preferred a ‘revue’.

� A fair number of townies were 
chewing the fat, majoring on the 
story of a fellow local who had been 
ejected via the back door of a High 
Street hostelry. Two of his colleagues 
had protested that the barman 
should have shown a bit more class 
and respect and have thrown him 
out of the front door. ‘But,’ came 
the response, ‘the real reason he 
was chucked out of the back door 
was because, if he was turfed out of 
the front  he could have staggered 
into the tra�  c on the High Street.’ 
Changed days, this year, however, 
he’d be better o�  out of the front 
door to avoid the two-way tra�  c in 
Middle Street!
� ‘� ere’s wiser eating grass!’ � at’s 
a favourite Lochaber saying. And 
on Monday, four of the wise – sheep 
that is – were munching happily at 
the hedges and edges in Carn Dearg 
Road. And not a Good Shepherd or 
a Bo-Peep in sight.
� Interesting times for members 
of Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team. Big Sam is scaling new 
heights – with a world � rst. Sam 
has been appointed cultural o�  cer 
of Lochaber Mountaineering Club, 
to project a real Highland image 
for both vlub and team. And Willie 
has been elected LMC chairman. 
George produced a novelty ra�  e 
prize – ‘� e Aberdonian’. A trip up 
the Ben with George as guide.
� Meanwhile, Ian was winning a 
bottle of Dew of Ben Nevis at an 
LMRT  get-together. He managed to 
get it home unbroached. But, a� er 
picking up a pint of milk on the 
doorstep, and fumbling in the dark 
with the door keys, he managed to 
drop one of the bottles. � ere was 
a resultant heart-rending smash. ‘I 
hope it’s milk,’ Ian sighed. It wasn’t. 
Another Ian was ‘out on the tiles’ at 
Nevisport. Clearing the guttering.
� ‘Laughter – � e Best Medicine’. 

� e Reader’s Digest has always pre-
scribed this. And there’s generally 
a laugh a minute around Lochaber. 
Take, for example, Jimmy’s mother-
in-law. (Jimmy wishes you would.) 
Last week she was in Tenerife, bask-
ing in the sunshine. One a� ernoon 
she thought it would be a good idea 
to phone home from her hotel and 
say ‘Hello’. With her � ngers poised 
to dial, mother-in-law looked out 
from her balcony and then decided 
that she wouldn’t ring a� er all. ‘It’s 
too nice a day – they’ll all be out,’ 
was the explanation she gave for the 
lack of contact when she got home.
� I used to work in London with 
a bloke called Jim MacHenery. 
(Nicknamed ‘Machinery’, of course.) 
On the day that the ‘Small step/great 
leap for mankind on the moon’ 
was being transmitted on the telly, 
Jim said to his mother-in-law. ‘Ma, 
you’re seeing history being made. 
Man has just set foot on the moon.’  
Ma-in-law looked out the window, 
and then uttered her memorable 
quote : ‘Well, they’ve certainly had a 
� ne day for it.’
� Nice to hear Peterhead player- 
manager, Ian Wilson, advising fol-
lowers of Highland League football 
that Claggan Park boasts ‘the best 
surface’ he has experienced  this sea-
son. ‘It’s a credit to everyone at Fort 
William FC,’ said he. ‘It  encourages 
good, open, attacking football.’
� � ere used to be a Lochaber catch-
phrase – ‘Och, he doesn’t work – he’s 
on the eailway.’ So there would have 
been a lot of local head-shaking if 
the antics round the Steam Specials 
at the weekend had been seen by the 
doubters. One Black Five reached 
Tulloch where it had to take on 
water. But the necessary connecting 
hoses were on the other excursion 
engine – which hadn’t arrived. So 
what happened? � e � re brigade was 
called out to do the needful.

Deposit scheme ‘must work for Isles’

Inverlochy pupils enjoy visit to croft

isterial statement in the Scottish 
Parliament outlining how Scotland’s 
new Deposit Return Scheme will 
work. It will include aluminium and 
steel cans as well as drinks containers 
made of glass and Polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET) plastic with a 20p 
deposit as part of plans to combat 
climate change.

Mr Allan said: ‘I very much wel-
come this progress. Deposit return 
schemes will have an important 
role to play in curbing litter and 
have proved to be e� ective in other 
European countries that have imple-

mented them. It is important that the 
design of the system is � exible and 
takes into account people in island 
communities who may have to travel 
long distances to the nearest shop. 

‘It was therefore welcome to hear 
the Cabinet Secretary’s con� rmation 
that there will be scope within the 
scheme for communal return points 
to be set up, at community centres or 
schools for example, to make it easier 
for people to return items. Keeping 
our environment litter-free is impor-
tant in the islands, given the natural 
beauty of our landscape.’

� ey were also able to watch eggs 
inside an incubator which heats and 
even turns fertilised eggs for 21 days 
until the point where they hatch.

� e children heard that Isabel and 
her daughter Linda, who also run 
the Rural Complex, bought in the 
eggs of di� erent breeds of chicken to 
add variety to their existing brood.

Before leaving, the last stop was to 
visit new lambs, one of them from a 
quad birth, which rarely happens.

� ey also met Alice Campbell 
with   ‘Squirt’, the dwarf lamb, who 
was so small at birth no one thought 
she would survive and who even af-
ter a few weeks  is still smaller than a 
normal new-born lamb.
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• FREE ADVICE

• FREE APPRAISAL 

• FREE PROMO PHOTOS

• FREE VIEWINGS
A Professional and 
Personal Service.

Flexible Offi ce Space 
to Let - Oban

Shortly Available
2,500 Sq Feet

Secure on site car parking for up to 10 cars
Storage, toilet and kitchen facilities etc

Lease direct from Landlord
Close to amenities

email recruit2049@outlook.com 
for more details.

� e number of new 
homes registered by the 
UK’s housebuilders and 
developers in the � rst 
three months of the 
year reached more than 
37,500 – a 3% increase 
on the same period in 
2018.

37,672 new homes were 
registered to be built 
compared to 36,508 last 
year. � e private sector 
was down by 6% (26,841; 
28,554 in 2018) with the 
a� ordable and rental 
sector up 36% (10,831; 
7,954 in 2018).

� e overall increase, 
despite the ongoing 
Brexit uncertainty, is 

partly due to the low 
levels seen in the cor-
responding period 12 
months ago when the 
‘Beast from the East’ 
caused severe disrup-
tion on sites across the 
country.

� e rise in the a� orda-
ble and rental registra-
tion numbers re� ects 
the continued growth in 
the private rental sector 
in many UK towns and 
cities.

At a regional level, 
London saw a 58% 
increase compared to 
Q1 2018 (5,625; 3,549 
in 2018), boosted by a 
number of large schemes 

being registered at the 
start of this year.

NHBC is the leading 
warranty and insurance 
provider for new homes 
in the UK and its reg-
istration statistics are 
a lead indicator for the 
new homes market.

Commenting on the 
new � gures, NHBC 
chief executive Steve 
Wood said: ‘We are 
pleased to report good 
numbers for the start 
of the year, although 
we do need to bear 
in mind the situation 
12 months ago when 
freezing conditions 
caused major hold-ups 

in registrations as well 
as build-rates across the 
bulk of the UK.

‘Although Brexit 
uncertainties are im-
pacting consumer con� -
dence and causing some 
dampening of new-
build and second-hand 
sale markets, housing 

remains an attractive 
asset class for inward 
investors, which does 
cause us to be more 
optimistic about build 
to rent.

Positive start to 2019 for the new 
home-building industry, says NHBC

‘At NHBC, we will 
continue to work with 
developers, builders and 
housing associations 

to help to improve the 
quality of new homes for 
the people who will live 
in them.’ 
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Singles league results

DARTS

Hill wins darts competition

10-PIN BOWLING

LOTTERY

Lochaber lottery numbers

FOOTBALL

After week six of the 10-pin bowling singles leagues 
at the Nevis Centre in Fort William, it is close at the 
top of the scratch division where Gary Cowan leads 
with 97 points followed by Pam Weller with 96 points 
and Brian Johnstone in third place with 94 points. The 
handicap league is also still led by Gary Cowan on 85 
points followed by Steve Day on 80 points with Tommy 
McKnight and Ton De Ruk both on 76 points.

Gary Cowan also leads the chase for the Nevis Radio 
High Pin Trophy with 2680 pins closely followed by Brian 
Stewart with 2669 pins and Brian Johnstone in third 
place with 2656 pins.

The top individual scratch game this week came from 
Ton De Ruk who rolled a game of 192. Also this week 
Pam Weller had a 182 and Brian Stewart had a 174. 
Brian Stewart had the best three-game scratch series 
this week with 480 giving him this week’s maximum of 
20 scratch points followed by Steve Day with 445 and 
Ton De Ruk with 436. Ton De Ruk had the top handicap 
game this week of 262 followed by Pam Weller 223 and 
Brian Stewart with 217. Ton De Ruk gained the maximum 
20 handicap points this week with the top three-game 
handicap series of 646 followed by Steve Day with 610 
and Brian Stewart with 609.

Fort William Golf Club’s lotto numbers last week were 5, 
8 and 10. There was no winner this week. The prize for 
the draw today, Thursday May 16, will be £300.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers last week 
were 8, 11 and 16. There was one lucky winner this 
week. The prize for next week’s jackpot will be £200.

Caol Community Centre bingo club’s lotto numbers 
were 8, 11 and 16. There were no winners this week. 
Next week’s jackpot will be £200.

The numbers for the Lochaber Camanachd Club 
lottery drawn on Tuesday May 7 were 17, 18, and 20. 
There was no winner. The prize for Tuesday May 14 was 
£800.

The numbers in the Caol Regeneration Lotto this week 
were 4, 5 and 8. There was no winner this week. Next 
week’s draw has a prize of £200.

A ladies’ darts competition 
was held recently at the 
Railway Club in Inverlochy. 
The winner on the night 
was Jacqui Hill, who beat 
runner-up Susan MacDon-
ald to claim victory. The 
doubles ladies’ competi-
tion winners were Jacqui 
Hill and Ruth MacCallum.

Competition winner 
Jacqui Hill, right, 

with runner-up Susan 
MacDonald. 

Lochaber 10-pin bowlers.

MacMorran named
as permanent Fort
William manager
Fort William have announced 
Russell MacMorran as the 
club’s permanent manager 
this week, a�er he impressed 
the board during his �ve-
month spell as interim head 
coach.

MacMorran took over the 
reins on a temporary basis 
a�er Kris Anderson had his 
contract terminated in 
January and was tasked with 
steadying the club until the 
end of the season. Although 
he was unable to secure an 
elusive victory for the Fort 
this season, the board felt the 
new boss had ‘revitalised’ the 
team in the second half of the 
season.

Reacting to the news, 
MacMorran said he is 
‘absolutely delighted’ to be 
given the permanent job and 
already looking forward to 
pre-season.

‘It took a lot longer than we 
wanted but the board have 
to look at all possibilities so 
I’m pleased they decided to 
go with myself,’ he told the 
Lochaber Times. 

‘It’s a lot of commitment 
from the board to put their 
faith in me so it’s good to get 
their backing.’

Fort William �nished the 
season with bottom of the 
league and without a win, 
conceding 245 goals and 

Fort William FC chairman, Peter Murphy, left, with Russell MacMorran who was appoint-
ed as manager on a permanent basis for the 2019/20 season. Photos: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Fort William FC caretaker Manager, Russell MacMorran has accepted the role on a 
permanent basis for the 2019/20 season. 

scoring 21. �e team ended 
the campaign with -7 points, 
having been deducted points 
earlier in the season for �eld-
ing an ineligible player. 

�e Fort’s last league victory 
came in April 2017.

MacMorran continued: 
‘We’ve got plans for pre-sea-
son. We’re in a position �nan-

cially where we can’t compete 
with most other teams in the 
league so we have to be clever 
with what we do and what we 
look at.

‘�e lads we have are great 
and had the resilience to see 
the season out. �ose boys 
won’t be going anywhere 
and we want to try and keep 
them. We are looking at other 
players and bringing in some 
fresh faces though.’

�e Fort’s pre-season train-
ing begins at the start of June 
and the club are currently 
�nalising pre-season �xtures 
for later in the summer.

In the wake of the appoint-
ment, club chairman Peter 
Murphy said: ‘Russell stepped 
in to help stabilise the club in 
January as interim manager 
and has been able to revitalise 
the team and given them 
belief in their ability. 

‘We will work with Russell 
to support the existing squad 
with some experienced 
additional players so that this 
season we can really progress 
and compete with every team 
we play.’
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday May 16, 2019 are 
listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times 
are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 03.45 3.7 10.17 0.9 
 16.19 3.6 22.13 0.7
Fri 04.27 3.8 10.59 0.8 
 16.55 3.8 23.01 0.6
Sat 05.06 3.9 11.37 0.7 
 17.30 3.9 23.45 0.5
Sun 05.43 3.9 12.14 0.7 
 18.05 4.0  **.** *.*
Mon 00.28 0.6 06.19 3.9 
 12.51 0.8 18.40 3.9
Tues 01.09 0.7 06.54 3.8 
 13.28 0.9 19.16 3.9
Wed 01.49 0.9 07.29 3.6 
 14.06 1.1 19.53 3.7              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 19ºC.
Friday 
Sunny intervals and a 
modeate breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 18ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Light cloud and a 
gentle breeze
Sunday
Light cloud and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
10ºC to 16ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

11

18

17

Juniors impress at Isle of Mull festival

Lochaber Rugby Club youngsters put on a great display 
of rugby at the recent Isle of Mull’s under-14 Rugby Tens 
Festival. 

� e future of Lochaber rugby 
looks to be in good hands 
a� er a strong contingent of 
youngsters put on a great 
display of rugby at the Isle of 
Mull’s under-14 Rugby Tens 
Festival on Saturday May 4.

With a team comprising 
of players from across the 
area, from Knoydart to Fort 
Augustus, Lochaber Rugby 
Club took on two squads on 
the day: Cli� on Hall School 
from Edinburgh, who � elded 
two teams, and a Mull/Oban 
combined team.

� e � rst game against Mull/
Oban (MO) started at a fre-
netic pace, with both teams 
desperately seeking to break 
through. Lochaber scored 
early a� er a good running 
passage of play to score on the 
le�  wing.

 MO equalised but Lochaber 
soon responded to go ahead 
again. In the second half, 
despite good rucking and 
tackling in the middle from 
the forwards, MO managed 

to score three times out wide.  
Lochaber’s defence sti� ened, 
but time ran out before they 
could hit back and reduce the 
score de� cit.

� e second game against 
Cli� on Hall Colours was 
evenly contested, with 
Lochaber just pipped in the 
try count. 

Lochaber opened the scor-

ing in the match, � nishing 
o�  some good lead-up work. 
� ey doubled their lead later 
on in the second half. � e de-
fence put in some great tack-
les and in attack they always 
managed to create something 
with the ball in hand.

As the game progressed, 
Lochaber began to assert 
themselves and organised 

their outside backs more 
e� ectively.

Against Cli� on Hall 
Whites, Lochaber scored 
from the kick-o� , then CH 
Whites responded in kind 
from the restart. However, 
what looked likely to be 
another even contest turned 
Lochaber’s way as they scored 
two tries a� er some good 
defence and turnovers.

� e second half started 
evenly, and when CH Whites 
pressed Lochaber’s line, they 
recovered the ball well in the 
ruck  and fed it to the backs. 
A� er a burst of pace on the 
outside � ank, Lochaber 
scored another try a� er run-
ning in from 70 metres.

A lot of basic but good 
quality rugby was needed to 
generate the above highlights. 
To top o�  all the Lochaber 
boys’ e� orts on the pitch, the 
team received the Fair Play 
Award.

YOUTH RUGBY

Oban golfer makes cup draw day 
after British Masters heroics
Fresh from staking a claim 
among golf ’s elites at the 
weekend, Oban golfer Robert 
MacIntyre was a special guest 
of honour at the Camanachd 
Cup second round draw on 
Monday.

Having clinched a tied 
second-place � nish at the 
British Masters European 
Tour event on Sunday, beat-
ing world number 16 Tommy 
Fleetwood by six places, 
MacIntyre, was on hand 
to make the draw from the 
Jacobite Steam Train at Fort 
William Station the next day.

� e 22-year-old Glen-
cruitten golfer drove back 
from Hillside Golf Club in 
Southport to his home in 
Oban immediately a� er 
securing the biggest result 
of his career so far with a 15 
under par � nish, earning him 
a £225,000 prize.

‘It’s huge,’ MacIntyre told 
the Lochaber Times. ‘� at 
guarantees my full playing 
rights on the tour for the 
rest of the season. It changes 
everything.’

Despite having gone toe-to-
toe with the best golfers in the 
world, MacIntyre spoke fond-
ly of his shinty playing days 
and said he was honoured to 
make the Camanachd Cup 
draw.

‘Shinty has always been 
there in the background 
growing up. I’ve played since 
I was in primary one, all the 
way up through school, the 

L to R: Camanachd Association president Keith Loades, Duncan Henderson, Robert 
MacIntyre and Camanachd Association CEO Derek Keir. Photo: Abrightside Photography. 

under-17s and so on. It’s in 
the family. I only stopped 
playing to focus on golf.’

MacIntyre added: ‘It’s all 
about promoting the local 
community, so anything I 
can do for the community, 
the better.’

Another guest of honour 
at the draw was 77-year-old 
shinty stalwart Duncan 
Henderson, who has not 
missed a Camanachd Cup 
� nal since 1959 – even man-
aging to catch two replays, 
taking his � nal tally to 62.

‘It all just comes down to 

an interest in the game,’ said 
Mr Henderson, a former 
shinty referee who played 
for Strachur, Inveraray and 
Taynuilt during a 40-year 
career. ‘I’m just honoured to 
be invited here for the draw.’

Camanachd Association 
president Keith Loades was 
pleased to have two great 
supporters of shinty to help 
make the draw.

Speaking about Robert 
MacIntyre, he said: ‘It’s 
absolutely fantastic to have 
someone that’s done so well 
in professional golf and just 

secured a fantastic result. 
He’s obviously a keen shinty 
player as well. It’s great for 
a boy from Oban to achieve 
what he’s doing in golf.’

As for Henderson, Loades 
said he should be added to the 
Guinness Book of Records, 
saying: ‘It’s very nice for him 
to come along to the draw and 
we’re very grateful for him 
doing so.’

� is year’s Camanachd Cup 
� nal takes place at An Aird 
on Saturday September 14.

SHINTY
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Jags hit 
league 
leaders
for six

Ballieston             0
South Lochaber Thistle    6

GGPL Division Two

South Lochaber Thistle are 
now in the driving seat for 
the Division 2 league title 
after they thrashed league 
leaders Ballieston by six 
goals away from home on 
Saturday.

The fate of the league title 
is now in the hands of the 
Jags. That impressive victory 
means they are now just � ve 
points behind Ballieston but 
with three games in hand.

A hat-trick from forward 
Martin Munro helped Thistle 
to a comfortable victory 
in the end, which sets the 
Kinlochleven-based club up 
nicely for a strong end to a 
promising league campaign 
so far.

The side currently sit in 
third place but should they 
win their three games in 
hand they will leapfrog 
Helensburgh and Ballieston 
to top spot. This Saturday 
the Jags are away to 
Strathclyde University.

Oban Saints hope to make 
their second � nal of the 
season but they face a tough 
task when they take on 
high-� ying Goldenhill in the 
semi-� nal of the Marshall 
Trophy at Glasgow Green  
on Tuesday evening, kick-o�  
is 8pm.

Second � nal?

Dabill ends Lampkin’s 
reign at Six Days Trial

James Dabill in action on Friday, day � ve, of the Scottish Six Days Trial. Photos: Trials Central.

James Dabill was crowned 
the Scottish Six Days Trial 
2019 champion on Saturday, 
ending Dougie Lampkin’s 
run of seven straight victories 
and dashing the veteran’s 
hopes of a 13th victory in the 
world-famous event.

� e battling duo went into 
the � nal day separated by 
just two marks with Factory 
Beta rider Dabill holding 
the advantage in a repeat 
of the � nal day scenario of 
2018. However, at the same 
site where he snatched defeat 
from the jaws of victory last 
year when a � at tyre caused 
a crushing � ve mark score on 
Ben Nevis, this year fate was 
on Dabill’s side.

Both riders arrived at the 
crucial Ben Nevis group 
without having parted with a 
single mark and the two � nal 
sections on Ben Nevis were 
once again the hardest of the 
day and arguably of the week. 
Lampkin arrived � rst and 
needed a big dab just a� er 
he entered the � rst section. 
Dabill, some 20 riders behind 
Lampkin, rode this section 
with ease and edged the lead 
to three marks.

On to the fourth and � nal 
section of the group, Dabill 
took a big prod a� er he lost 
the front wheel on a slippery 
rock, but then, holding 
his nerve positively, he got 
the Beta back on track to 
complete the section without 
further loss. It was soon all 
over and James had set the 
record straight.

A� er the event, Dabill said: 
‘� ere was tremendous pres-
sure all week but I actually 

rode the bike quite relaxed. It 
obviously means a lot to beat 
Doug in this event as he just 
doesn’t give up and you can’t 
a� ord to lose a mark.’

Lampkin took defeat grace-
fully but jokingly said he was 
‘going to sulk for a week’ in 
the post trial interview.

Dabill was the last rider 
to win the Scottish before 
Lampkin’s incredible run and 
that was back in 2011 when he 
was also Beta mounted. It was 
his third SSDT win in total, 
his � rst being back in 2007 on 
a Future Montesa.

� e best performance 
on the � nal sixth day was 
actually posted by Jack Price 
(Gas Gas) with a superb ride 
for zero marks, but even this 

e� ort was not quite enough 
to net him the � nal podium 
position. � at honour was 
earned by the persistent Dan 
Peace (Sherco) whose single 
mark ride was enough to 
retain a hard earned third 
place.

Michael Brown � nished just 
behind his Gas Gas teammate 
Price a� er threatening a podi-
um place all week while Iwan 
Roberts waved the TRRS � ag 
with sixth place, a � nal day 
late � ve ending Iwan’s own 
podium chance.

World and British women’s 
champ Emma Bristow, on 
the factory Sherco, not only 
stormed to a phenomenal win 

in the ladies’ class, she also 
� nished an incredible 29th 
overall, almost 200 marks 
ahead of Jess Bown (Scorpa) 
who only just failed to make 
the top 100. All nine girls who 
competed in this year’s trial 
performed admirably.

French debutante Benoit 
Dagnicourt (Vertigo) romped 
to the Best Newcomer’s 
award, dominated by foreign 
riders while Andy Anderson 
(Scorpa) eventually pulled 
away from Joe Dawson 
(TRRS) and local rider Calum 
Murphy (TRRS) to take Best 
Scottish Rider. Inverness 
clubman Danny Sutherland 
(Gas Gas) nailed the Scottish 
Newcomer award.

Paul Paterson senior and 
junior, the � rst father and son 
duo to compete in the SSDT, 
� nished in 222nd and 246th 
respectively.

Dougie Lampkin’s run of seven successive SSDT wins came 
to an end this year. 

SIX DAYS TRIAL

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Juniors impress 
at Isle of Mull 
festival

MacMorran named
as permanent Fort
William manager
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