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Serving the west since 1861

State-of-the-art scanner for 
Oban will cut patient travel 

Wild things – 
communities 
make  splash 
for charity

Members of all � ve Netherlorn congregations, from Luing, Seil, Kilninver, Kimelford 
and Craignish, gathered at Seil Island Hall on Sunday to say farewell to their minister, 
the Reverend Dr Kenneth Ross, who is leaving later this month to return to Africa 
where he was a missionary for a decade. For full story, turn to page eight.

Minister’s ‘amazing legacy’ 

News of a £1.2m state-of-the-
art scanner for Oban hospital 
has been welcomed by patient 
groups and health chiefs.

� e ultra-modern scanner, 
which is at the forefront of 
technology, is only the second 
of its kind to be installed in a 
hospital in Scotland, the other 
has just been commissioned 
in Glasgow’s Golden Jubilee 
Hospital.

Health bosses hope the 
Siemens Somatom go.Top CT 
scanner will be installed and 
ready to run from June this 
year, saving some patients 
the time, cost and logistics of 
travelling out of the area for 
their scans.

Chairman of Oban Hospice 
board David Entwistle said: 
‘� is is great news for this part 
of the world and our small 
hospital. � e trek to Glasgow 
for scans is the last thing 
that some people need when 
they are feeling unwell and 
anxious.

‘Hopefully the new scanner 
will allow for a quicker 

response and understanding 
of various medical issues, 
and provide appropriate 
treatments. On behalf of 
the people I know who have 
passed through Oban hospice 
and the Dove Centre, there’s a 
lot of people who will bene� t.’

� e £1.2m investment was 
awarded by the Scottish 
Government to Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP) to replace 
the hospital’s existing CT 
scanner, which is 12 years old, 
and to cover lifetime mainte-
nance costs for the new one. 
� e hospital’s � rst CT scanner 
in 2000 was donated by two 
charities.

Work to remove the hospi-
tal’s old scanner is expected to 
start next month but a mobile 
service will continue from 
the hospital car park until 

the new machine is installed. 
Although it might disrupt car 
parking, radiology manager 
Mark Nichols said the tempo-
rary scanner will be the same 
as the new arrival and means 
patients will be able to bene� t 
from the latest technology 
even earlier than June.

As well as allowing the 
hospital to carry out scans 
that patients have previously 
had to travel out of the area to 
receive, there are other pluses 
said Mr Nichols.

‘A big bonus to patients is 
that the radiation dose from 
the new scanner will be 
signi� cantly lower than our 
existing one and the clarity 
of images will be even greater. 
Also, a lot of people come into 
the department and know 
us anyway, so from a holistic 
point of view it will be much 
better for people to come here, 
saving some of them the trips 
down to Glasgow and all that 
goes with that.’

Mr Nichols worked along-
side lead radiographer Luanna 
Lamers and consultant 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘� e trek to Glasgow 
for scans is the last 
thing people need 
when feeling unwell 
and anxious.’

Continued on page two
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New CT scanner for Oban hospital

Skye and Lochalsh food awards

radiologist Dr Peter � orpe 
on an extensive procurement 
process before deciding to 
buy that particular machine.

CT scans can diagnose 
many conditions such as 
strokes, cancer and critical 
injuries. � ey can also be 
used to plan treatments and 

check how e� ective previous 
treatments, such as chemo-
therapy, have been.

In 2018, all hospitals in 
Scotland were asked to give 
the Scottish Government de-
tails of the age and so� ware 
version of their CT scanners 
so a list could be drawn 
up of  those most needing 
replacing.

Oban councillor Kieron 
Green, vice chairman of the 
Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership’s 
(HSCP)’s governing body, 
said: ‘I welcome this invest-
ment. It demonstrates the 
long-term commitment of 
the HSCP to delivering as 
many services as possible in 
Oban.’

� e cream of Skye and 
Lochalsh’s food and hospi-
tality sectors were honoured 
at a special awards ceremony 
at the Sligachan Hotel on the 
island recently.

Winners were named in 10 
categories, ranging from best 
restaurant to best newcomer.

� e awards, which were 
resurrected this year a� er 
a � ve-year break, celebrate 
the use of local produce by 
food and drink businesses in 
Skye and Lochalsh and the 
winners received A Taste of 
Local Food plaque to mount 
on the outside wall of their 
premises for two years.

� e Taste Local Awards 
are run by the Skye & 
Lochalsh Food Link CIC 
in partnership with Skye 
Connect and celebrate the 
use of island produce by 

businesses in the area. � e 
event is run by a committee 
comprising Natalie Bay� eld, 
awards manager for Skye & 
Lochalsh Food Link CIC; 
John Cor� eld of the Isle 
of Skye Smokehouse; John 
Coghill of the Sligachan 
Hotel; and Luke Slater of 
Pelican Design.

Mr Cor� eld commented: 
‘Skye is a fantastic food and 
drink island and represents 
the premium quality of 
Scotland’s natural produce 
in so many ways. 

‘We are very fortunate 
to have so many very � ne 
producers in the area as well 
as a booming hospitality 
industry.’

� is year, a special award 
was presented to Shirley 
Spear of � e � ree Chimneys 
in Colbost for services to the 

sector. � e awards were as 
follows: 
 Best restaurant – Edinbane 
Lodge
 Best restaurant with rooms 
– Coruisk House
 Best café or co� ee shop – 
Beth’s Deli & Café
 Best community café – An 
Crùbh
 Best pop-up food event 
or take-away – Glendale 
Highland Market
 Best Hotel on the Island – 
Cuillin Hills Hotel
 Best bed and breakfast 
or guest house – Hillstone 
Lodge
 Best retailer – ButhBheag
 Best pub – � e Old Inn, 
Carbost
 Best newcomer – Edinbane 
Lodge
Lifetime achievement award – 
� e � ree Chimneys, Colbost

Continued from page one

Five Oban musicians will 
scale Ben Nevis with their 
instruments and perform an 
acoustic song in memory of 
Frightened Rabbit frontman 
Scott Hutchison.

� e quintet will also be 
raising money for CALM 
(Campaign Against Living 
Miserably), a charity close to 
Scott’s heart, and � e Scott 
Hutchison Fund, a mental 
health charity in memory of 
the late singer and local char-
ity Martyn’s Monday Club.

� e idea was the brainchild 
of Kevin Smith, a guitarist 
and songwriter from Oban.

Kevin said: ‘I am a huge 
Frightened Rabbit fan and 
had met Scott before – he 
was a really genuine, nice 
guy. His death really a� ected 
me as someone who has 
su� ered from social anxiety 
disorder and depression. I 
really felt that I needed to do 
something to help others and 
raise awareness of the mental 
health problems that can 
a� ect us all.

‘Climbing Ben Nevis 
seemed like a great chal-
lenge. When talking to some 

friends, who I have met 
through music, they jumped 
at the chance to get involved, 
then someone suggested why 
don’t we bring our guitars 
to the top of the mountain 
and play a Frightened Rabbit 
song? It just seemed like the 
perfect way to pay tribute to 
Scott.’

� e charity climb, which 
will take place on July 20, 
will be known as � e Mass-
Height Organ Fight a� er one 
of Frightened Rabbit’s best 
known albums. Kevin will 
be joined by Oban musicians 
Kevin Irvine, Paul Storr and 
Andy Bruce.

� e song they play will be 
chosen by the public and 
people are invited to leave 
their suggestions in the 
comments on the Facebook 
event page. Simply search for 
the Mass Height Organ Fight 
on facebook, you can also 
� nd details of how donate on 
the page.

Oban musicians scale 
heights for charity

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk

Plane crashed in 
bid to avoid birds
A pilot whose plane came o�  
the runway at Oban Airport 
aborted take o�    a� er spot-
ting low � ying birds above 
the runway, says an air 
accident report.

None of the three people 
and the dog on board the 
private light aircra�  were 
hurt in the crash, which 
happened on July 13 last 
year – all four got out before 
help arrived.

� e 53-year-old pilot, 
who had 1,244 hours’ � ying 
experience, became worried 
during the take o�  because 
of low-level birds at the end 
of the runway and chose to 
abandon it.

At that point, the indicated 
airspeed was above the nor-
mal take o�  speed said the 
Air Accidents Investigation 
Branch (AAIB) report.

� e 15-year-old plane 

failed to stop, overran the 
runway and struck the 
air� eld’s boundary fence at 
about � ve knots before end-
ing up in bushes just before 
the shoreline. 

� e pilot, who had � own 
19 hours in the previous 28 
days, said in his own report 
to the AAIB that he believed 
the brakes overheated and 
stopped working in the 

last 25m of the runway. 
� e � ight was on its way to 
Shoreham in Kent and had 
been close to its maximum 
takeo�  weight, the pilot had 
backtracked to use the full 
length of the runway.

� e pilot told the investiga-
tion, in his view, the aircra�  
performance was ‘very poor’ 
at li�  o�  so when he saw the 
birds ahead he became con-

cerned the plane would not 
be able to climb above them 
and decided to stop.

� e report’s o�  cial conclu-
sion was: ‘Distracted by the 
presence of birds over the 
end of the runway the pilot 
made a decision to abort the 
take o�  at high speed but 
was unable to stop before 
overrunning the end of the 
runway.’

The plane overshot the runway, hitting the boundary fence and landing up in the bushes.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk
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POLICE
FILES
 About 8.10pm on March 11, 
on McKelvie Road, Oban, a car 
was stopped and searched 
by police and a man, 25, was 
found to be in possession of a 
small amount of cannabis. He 
was charged and issued with 
a Recordable Police Warning.
 About 12.45pm on March 
12, in Albany Street, Oban, 
a 34-year-old woman was 
arrested for behaving in an 
abusive manner. She was later 
charged, held for court and 
a report submitted to the 
Procurator Fiscal.
 About 5.15pm on March 14, 
in a Oban hotel bar, a man, 48, 
was arrested for behaving in 
an abusive manner, assaulting 
a member of sta�  and 
refusing to leave the bar. The 
man was later charged and 
a report will be submitted to 
the � scal.
 About 8.10pm on March 
14, in Airds Place, Oban, 
a 49-year-old man was 
arrested for behaving in an 
abusive manner. He was later 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the � scal.
 About 6.45pm on March 
15, a male, 37, was arrested 
for behaving in an abusive 
manner on Victoria Street, Isle 
of Mull. 
The man was later released 
and issued a Recorded Police 
Warning.
 On Saturday March 16, 
police searched an address 
on Quarry Road, Oban, and 
recovered a quantity of drugs. 
Two men, aged 44 and 35, 
and a woman aged 36, were 
detained and subsequently 
arrested before being taken 
to Oban Police Station. 
A man and woman were later 
charged and a report will be 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.
 At about 11.15pm on March 
16 at the Corran Esplanade, 
Oban, police arrested a 
female, 52, for conducting 
herself in a disorderly manner. 
The woman was later 
cautioned and charged and 
issued with a Recorded Police 
Warning.
 At about 2.45pm on March 
17, in Oban, police arrested a 
67-year-old man for breach of 
bail conditions. 
He was due to appear at 
Oban Sheri�  Court on 
Monday, March 18.
 Police are investigating 
a report of damage to a 
property at Riverside Court, 
Tobermory, which took place 
on March 17.

If any member of the public has 
information in relation to the 
above, or to any incident, they 
can contact their local police 
station on telephone number 
101, or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Lismore to Appin swim 
is breeze for Max
Crystal clear waters between 
Lismore and Appin tempted 
48 wild swimmers to make 
the 1km crossing at the 
weekend.

A chilly wind was blowing 
but � rst back to shore was 
Oban Seals’ swimmer Max 
Holloway, who did it in just 
under 15 minutes.

Oban Seals meet at Ganavan 
Sands car park every Saturday 
at 8.45am, swimmers of all 
abilities are welcome.

Highland Open Water Swim 
was behind Sunday’s event.

Swimmers came from near 
and far to take part in the 
inaugural Lismore event, 
which had safety support 
from kayakers, back-up boats 
from Highland Open Water 
Swim, as well as cover from a 
� sh farm, Easdale ferry   and 
the Lismore ferry.

Alex Reis from Highland 

Open Water Swim was full 
of praise for the communities 
of Lismore and Appin who 
helped raise £1,013.96 for the 
swim organisation’s chosen 
charity � e Brain Tumour 
Charity. 

Donations from the swim 
fees are still to be added. 
Argyll and Bute Council also 

gave £94 from the ferry ticket 
takings on the day.

Swim organiser Ms Reis 
said: ‘We were taken aback 
at the support from both the 
communities. We couldn’t 
have wished for more. � e 
swim went well and we’d 
love to come back another 
time. � ere was a bit of  wind 

on the day but it helped the 
swimmers on their way.’

Hot drinks and cakes for 
donations fueled-up swim-
mers on the Lismore side and 
there was shelter and more 
refreshments at Port Appin 
Hall for before and a� er.

When Lismore’s Hazel 
MacCormick found out the 

swim was in aid of the Brain 
Tumour Charity she wanted 
to get involved. Her farmer 
husband John died from a 
brain tumour just under a 
year ago and his death had a 
huge impact on the island.

Friends and family rallied 
round to bake cakes and 
organise hot drinks on the 
Lismore side for the swim-
mers, making £750 on the 
day. Appin refreshments 
made about £250.

Mrs MacCormick said: ‘It 
was a poignant day for us all 
but we were pleased to be able 
to help. � ere still isn’t a cure 
for brain tumours.’

Her 13-year-old daughter 
Rachel is walking 10,000 
steps a day this month as part 
of the Walk All Over Cancer 
Campaign and has raised 
almost £500 so far. � e Oban 
High School pupil’s justgiving 
page is at https://fundraise.
cancerresearchuk.org/page/
rachel-walls-all-over-cancer

Man admits striking 
colleague with knife

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

A 23-year-old man has ad-
mitted striking his colleague 
on the face with a knife.

Rhys Gilliland of 361 Main 
Street, Bonhill, Glasgow, 
also pleaded guilty to be-
having in a threatening or 
abusive manner by shouting 
and swearing, brandishing 
a knife, uttering threats 
of violence, and breaking 
open a door. � e incident 
occurred on September 4, 
2018, within an Oban hotel’s 
sta�  accommodation.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty told Oban Sheri�  
Court on March 12 that 
Gilliland and the complain-
er bought whisky and were 
drinking in the complainer’s 
room.

Mr McGinty said: ‘� e 
complainer described the 
accused as having had a few 
too many. 

‘At 9 o’clock the second 
witness joined and also de-
scribed the accused, at that 
point, being unstable and 
becoming angry.

‘� e accused began to 
swear at them and armed 
himself. Both people at-
tempted to calm him down, 
but he began to become 
increasingly agitated. 

‘� ere then became a point 
where he pulled down one 
of the complainers and I 
believe he had a knife and he 
felt a slap across his face.

‘� e accused was re-
strained and at that point 
the complainer realised 
his face was bleeding. He 
thought he had been slashed. 
Subsequently it transpired 
the slash mark was more 
described as a scratch; a 
super� cial wound.’

Police were called and 
found the Gilliland to be in 
possession of the handle of 
a knife and were unable to 
� nd the blade.

When brought to the 
charge bar at Oban Police 
Station, Gilliland replied: 
‘All I did tonight was have a 
drink and be a bit aggressive. 
What happened was I was in 
my friend’s house and I got 
a bit angry with him and I 
picked up a knife.’

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes 
labelled the incident a ‘dis-
turbing manner’ and called 
for criminal justice and 
social work reports, as well 
as a restriction of liberty 
assessment.

Sentencing was deferred 
until April 24.

Open water swimmers ready for Sunday’s 
Lismore to Appin 1km crossing challenge.
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A rowing club with an 
ex-submarine commander 
at its helm has won a lottery 
grant to launch a second boat.

� anks to a successful 
Lottery For All bid for £8,650, 
Kilchrenan, Inverinan and 
Dalavich (KIDs) Coastal 
Rowing Club hopes its new St 
Ayles ski�  will be ready this 
summer.

It took former submariner 
Gordon Leveratt 800 hours 
to self-build Loch Awe’s � rst 
ski�  Mingulay ‘as something 
to do’. � e completed DIY 
project went on to inspire 
communities around Loch 
Awe to start their own rowing 
club.

� e 72-year-old, who had 
command of nuclear and 
conventional submarines 
during his military career 
before becoming an itinerant 
evangelist, said the ski�  

project began when he fell in 
love with the St Ayles design 
and decided to have a go at 
building one himself.

‘It became a labour of love 
and a� er 800 hours I’d built 
Mingulay and people were 
asking me who was going to 
row it. It needed a crew so I 
advertised its launch and I 
was amazed when 40 people 
rolled up. I didn’t know if 

it would � oat or capsize on 
the day. Being a submariner 
isn’t the best CV to build a 
boat! We ended up having 
two rowing sessions that 
a� ernoon and from then it 
was a natural progression to 
get people rowing together 
more o� en. People came 
from all along the loch and 
we started the club, hence our 
name KIDs, and from that we 

set up a constitution so we 
could get a bank account and 
raise funds to do more,’ said 
Mr Leveratt.

� e club now has more than 
20 members and is looking 
for more to come on board.

It put in four bids for fund-
ing to get its second boat. 
‘One was turned down, the 
second was a winner with the 
Lottery and there are still two 

others outstanding, so � ngers 
crossed,’ said Mr Leveratt.

Funds are still needed to 
buy an oars set and trailer 
for the new boat. � ere will 
be a sponsored loch swim 
in August and a big ra�  e at 
KIDs inaugural regatta at 
Dalavich next month wel-
coming ski�  es from around 
Scotland.

Nine other ski� s from 
coastal rowing clubs coun-
trywide, including neigh-
bours Oban and Luing, will 
be taking part in what will be 
Loch Awe’s � rst regatta from 
April 26 to April 29.

� e main event will be a 14-
mile race on the Sunday from 
Dalavich to the Taychreggan 
Hotel on the north point and 
back. � ere will be parking 
and camping at the com-
munity centre and Dalavich 
Social Club, which is opening 
its doors and bar over that 
weekend for evening meals, 
a ceilidh and more music, is 

donating a race prize. � e 
Wild Rowan Cafe will also be 
open every day for breakfasts, 
snacks and light lunches.

A social row on the loch 
near the community centre 
is planned for the Saturday 
when it is hoped participating 
clubs will run taster sessions 
for residents and visitors for a 
small donation.

Coastal rowing has taken 
o�  worldwide in the past few 
years with more than 70 clubs 
in Scotland alone and some 
150 boats built by communi-
ties, including Seil’s Selkie.

� e world championships 
will be at Stranraer in July and 
Mingulay will also be joining 
more than 100 boats, some 
coming from abroad, at the 
Castle to Finnieston Crane 
13-mile race in September.

To � nd out more about 
KIDs or volunteering at the 
Loch Awe Adventure regatta, 
call 01866 833425 or email 
gordonleveratt@uwclub.net

Ex-sub commander at helm 
of rowing club’s Lottery win

Members of 
KIDs coastal 
rowing 
club, 
including 
Gordon 
Leveratt, 
right, and 
Mingulay, 
the boat 
he built 
and which 
launched 
the club.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

The medal win is a dream come true for Rosa after all her hard work.

Taynuilt’s Rosa wins gold at Special Olympics
A 27-year-old woman from 
Taynuilt has accomplished 
her goal of winning a 
gold medal at the Special 
Olympics World Games in 
Abu Dhabi.

Rosa Huntington, from 
Bonawe Home Farm, won 
the Mini Javelin competi-
tion a� er throwing 13.62 
metres.

Her mum Ann said: ‘I 
was just delighted and 
hugely proud. It is a huge 
event. � ere are 7,500 
competitors.’

Rosa joined the Special 
Olympics in 2017 and, 
speaking at the time, she 
said: ‘Being in the Special 
Olympics is absolutely fan-
tastic. My dream has come 

true. I feel a much higher 
level of ful� lment. My am-
bition is winning gold.

‘I got into sport because 
one of the people running 
a special needs gym club 
that I used to attend, but 
which has now stopped has 
a particular interest in de-
veloping all ability athletics 
and encouraged me to join.’

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
YOURSELF!
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Climate breakdown is talk of Oban
Oban has hosted a public 
meeting on climate breakdown 
and what it means for the town, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

Highlands and Islands Green 
MSP John Finnie chaired the 
event at the Congregational 
Church Hall in Tweeddale 
Street on Saturday.

About 30 people turned up 
to the meeting organised by 
the Argyll and Bute Greens, 
sparking a lively debate about 
the need for community action 
versus apathy and waiting for 
government changes.

Highlands and Islands 
Green MSP John Finnie said 
climate crisis was the biggest 
threat facing humanity and 
that governments, including 
in Edinburgh and London, 
should take urgent action   to 
address the serious situation.

But feeling from the � oor 
was that communities need to 
‘wake up’ and act now to make 
changes of their own.

In parliament, the Scottish 
Greens are calling for a climate 
emergency bill, which recog-
nises the catastrophic conse-
quences of climate breakdown 
and the costs of inaction.

Mr Finnie urged people at 
the meeting to grasp the op-
portunity to in� uence policies 
and write to their MPs and 
MSPs saying climate legisla-
tion needs to be more robust 
and ambitious. He also spoke 
about other action Oban could 
take by ‘keeping it local’.

Oban is already taking its 
own action. 

� e meeting heard from Jill 
Bowis, a farm producer for 
the growing Oban Food Hub 

project, and from Mairi Stones 
from Awakening Argyll, a 
Benderloch-based group al-
ready responding to the world 
crisis. Its actions so far have 
included a plastic attack at 
supermarkets in the town and 
organising a successful food 
festival. 

� ere are also regular beach-
cleans and there is a separate 
group   campaigning against 
single-use plastics.

� e meeting also heard from 
a dad, who is new to Oban and 
has a solar-powered sound sys-
tem, who is keen to put on cli-
mate change awareness events 
in the town to make sure his 
children have a future. He is 
involved in the Maya climate 
change awareness gathering, a 
free festival at Glasgow Green 
from May 5-7 this year.

Teacher Duncan Sinclair 
said farewell to Oban High 
School earlier this month 
a� er 25 years of teaching 
mathematics.

Mr Sinclair takes up a new 
role at Elgin High School.

In an online tribute, the 
school said: ‘Today we 
said a very fond farewell to 
our wonderful colleague 
and friend Mr Duncan 

Sinclair. Duncan has taught 
Mathematics at Oban High 
School for 25 years and has 
shaped the lives of so many 
of our youngsters.

‘We are very sad to see 
Duncan go but we wish him 
and his family all the very 
best in their move.’

Former students also paid 
tribute to the maths teacher. 
He was described as an 

‘absolute gentleman’ and an 
‘excellent teacher’ by many.

‘A huge loss to Oban High 
but a massive gain for Elgin 
High. A teacher who chang-
es the lives and futures of so 
many teenagers, including 
my three who hold you in 
the highest regard,’ one 
person said.

While others said: ‘Best 
teacher I ever had.’

Maths teacher heads o�  on new tangent
� ree years on from a � re 
that destroyed Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Oban yard, 
a new £1.4 million depot is 
scheduled to be developed at 
Jackson’s Quarry.

� e council awarded 
Luddon Construction Ltd the 
contract and work is expected 
to be completed in November, 
which will mark three years 
since the � re ripped through 
the Mill Park depot.

� e aim of the Jackson 
Quarry development is to see 
all of Oban’s operating ser-
vices located at a single site.

While the council agreed 
that a like-for-like replace-
ment at Mill Park would 
have been the simplest and 
quickest option, it said the 
site was not realistic in light 
of the overall proposals.

According to council 
papers: ‘A more ambitious re-
view of depot assets in Oban 
was undertaken, with a view 
to co-locating all services on 
a single site.

‘Although the more di�  cult 
site to redevelop, an initial 
feasibility study showed that 
Jackson’s Quarry is opera-
tionally suitable, with the 
result that the better or easier 

to redevelop depot site at Mill 
Park can be made available to 
the market.’

Plans show that a workshop 
will be built to house all the 
council’s vehicles such as bin 
lorries, roads equipment and 
gritters.

� e site will also have a 
two-storey o�  ce and meeting 
room, as well as a new park-
ing area for the vehicles and 
an expansion of the overall 
site.

� e council’s insurers will 
pay 100 per cent of the con-
tract value plus internal fees 
to the value of six per cent, 
giving an insurance ceiling 
� gure of £1,419,486.

Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
policy lead for roads and 
amenity services, said: ‘� is 

is a major milestone in our 
project to streamline opera-
tions, bringing together the 
di� erent strands of roads 
and amenity services under 
one roof. � is is the � rst step 
in an overall programme 
that will be rolled out across 
Argyll and Bute.’

Luddon Construction Ltd 
also added a community 
bene� t clause in its contract, 
which will include employ-
ment for one local unem-
ployed person, as well as four 
weeks’ work experience for 
two school pupils, and a site 
visit for a class from a local 
school once the contract is 
complete.

A spokesperson for Luddon 
Construction Ltd said: ‘We 
are delighted to be working 
with Argyll and Bute Council 
on this milestone project 
and are looking forward to 
engaging with its sta�  in the 
development of this project, 
from design through to 
completion, which will also 
include engaging with the 
community.’

In the short term, the 
council will continue to use 
the Mill Park site to deliver 
services, as well as use a 
section of it as a storage area 
for the contractors while con-
struction work is carried out.

New £1.4M 
Oban depot 
for council

Duncan Sinclair, centre, is pictured with Oban High School head teacher Peter Bain 
and fellow teacher Nan Johnstone.

Fire destroyed the Mill Park 
depot three years ago.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk
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The community spirit we enjoy 
in Oban is there to be shared

I don’t know about anyone 
else but I’ve always felt safe 
in Oban, as if we’re so far 
away from everything that 
none of the bad stu�  can 
touch us, but the horrible 
events in Christchurch, 
New Zealand have made 
me think about this.  

My cousin, whose dad 
was James Whyte from 
Oban, lives 50 metres 
from one of the mosques 
that was attacked, and she 
o� ered shelter to some of 
the women � eeing for their 
lives. � ey were with her for 
eight hours until they could 
be taken to safety – one of 
the women’s husbands had 
been shot but fortunately 
lived.  

It’s horri� c to think that 
something like this can 
happen because of hate and 
intolerance. We are lucky 
enough to have a small, 

close community in Oban, 
perhaps because we are so 
far away from everything, 
and I hope that even as the 
town expands we can con-
tinue to keep that feeling of 
community and welcome 
those who want to join it.  

If you grow up in a 
community like this, 
where everyone is seen 
as an individual, you can 
take that with you into the 
wider world and pass it on, 

but it takes work within 
the community and within 
homes to keep our town 
free of intolerance and 
hate, and it’s up to us all to 
challenge it when we see it 
and keep Oban the friendly 
welcoming place it is for 
everyone.  

Last week’s photo was of 
the window at the back of 
St John’s Cathedral and 
this week’s photo is at the 
other end of George Street.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban

editor@obantimes.co.uk

WHERE IS THIS?

A motorcyclist has been � ned 
and received seven points 
on his licence for driving 
at 106mph on the A85 at 
Arrivain Farm.

Robert Alexander Floyd, 
39, of 52 Redhouse Road, 
Sea� eld, Bathgate pleaded 
guilty to driving without due 
care and attention, as well 
as having an unregulated 
licence plate, and a modi� ed 
exhaust.

He pleaded guilty when 
he appeared in Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday March 11, 
however, the incident took 
place on May 27, 2018.

Procurator � scal Eoin 
McGinty said: ‘Police o�  cers 
were carrying out speed 

checks. � ey saw a blue 
motorcycle approach and 
they could tell immediately 
it was travelling too fast. 
As it passed, the speed was 
106mph.’

In Floyd’s defence, his 
solicitor stated that the bike 
had been purchased with the 
modi� ed exhaust.

He added: ‘It’s never ac-
ceptable to travel at 106mph, 
but if you are going to do it 
anywhere on the A85, the 
straight at Arrivain is proba-
bly the safest.’

However, he added: ‘Public 
roads are not race tracks and 
he is aware of that and it was 
a one-o� .’

Sheri�  Patrick Hughes said: 
‘� ere’s a genuine problem 
with this stretch of road, par-
ticularly with motorcycles.’

Sheri�  Hughes � ned Floyd 
a total of £690 – £450 for 
travelling at 106mph, and 
£240 for the non-compliant 
exhaust and licence plate.

Floyd’s licence was also 
endorsed with seven penalty 
points.

Motorcyclist � ned after being 
clocked travelling at 106mph

Ooh la la! 
Oban rugby’s 
going global
Rugby in Oban is about to 
reach a worldwide audience 
a� er being � lmed by a French 
camera crew.

� e crew were at Oban 
Lorne RFC on Saturday to 
start the � lm rolling for a 
documentary they are mak-
ing to coincide with this year’s 
Rugby World Cup.

Christian Califano, former 
French rugby union player-
turned-match presenter, was 
the crew’s frontman.

‘It was a good choice to come 
to Oban. I’m lucky to have 
had the opportunity,’ said Mr 
Califano, who was impressed 
by the clubhouse as well as its 
players.

‘� e clubhouse is like a 
temple for the players. Here 
they have all their souvenirs 
and trophies. I like to see it,’ 
he added.

Inspired by Dee Bradbury, 
who rose through the 
ranks at Oban Lorne RFC 
to become the � rst female 
president of Scottish Rugby, 
the documentary makers are 
wanting to capture the hard 
work that amateurs put in to 
running rural clubs. Similar 
programmes are also being 

made with teams in Africa 
and Japan, to be shown on 
channels round the globe in 
the run-up to the World Cup.

Club president Sandy 
Rokitta said: ‘� e documen-
tary is about highlighting the 
work put into playing rugby 
from rural locations like ours 
in Oban. Our nearest away 
game is at Helensburgh, 80 
miles from here, and the 
furthest is Wigtownshire near 
Stranraer which is 180 miles 
to travel. � en we’ve o� en 
got the weather to contend 
with. It’s not easy. It’s been an 
absolute privilege to welcome 
Christian and the � lm crew to 
Oban.’

Saturday’s � lming was of 
Oban Lorne’s men’s 1st XV 
against Bishopton.

On Sunday, Mr Califano 
was due to go over to Kerrera 
to visit one of Oban Lorne’s 
players who lives there and 
uses a kayak to get to main-
land practises and matches.

Monday saw more � lming 
at Oban High School’s School 
of Rugby session and that 
evening Rob Wainwright, a 
former rugby union footballer 
who was capped 37 times for 
Scotland, was at Oban Lorne 
RFC for the men’s and wom-
en’s training sessions.

A� er more � lming at Oban 
High School and the club in 
Glencruitten Drive during the 
week, the � lm shoot ends this 
Saturday with a mini rugby 
festival and Oban Lorne play-
ing Paisley as the last league 
game of the season.

‘It’s never acceptable to travel at 106mph 
but if you’re going to do it...the straight at 
Arrivain is probably the safest.’

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

The French crew were 
� lming in Oban on Sunday.
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Lee Gordon from Headway 
Highland will be running a 
new brain injury support 
group from the Dove 
Centre.

Brain injury group 
launched in Oban
Headway Highland will have 
its � rst meeting of the new 
Oban branch next month at 
the Dove Centre.

Meetings will be on the 
second Wednesday of every 
month from noon until 2pm.

Headway Highland charity 
manager Lee Gordon said: 
‘We want to get the word 
out to the community that 
we guarantee we will be here 
on the second Wednesday of 
every month.

‘It’s important for people 
to know it’s going to be their 
group, so it’s up to them what 
happens in the group from 
just socialising to activities 
or maybe having speakers. 
It’ll be peer led, where they 
can help each other and meet 
other people in a similar 
situation.

‘We want to make it as  
relaxed and friendly an en-

vironment as possible, where 
people get it so you can just 
come and be yourself.

‘We’re not a medical group, 
we’re a charity. Having an 
acquired brain injury can be 
an isolating condition so for 
lots of people a big part of 
the group will be the social 
aspect.

‘We’ve picked the right 
place for it here at the Dove 
Centre – it’s a lovely place.’

Acquired Brain Injury 
(ABI) is an injury that hap-
pens since birth. It could be 
a� er an accident, a stroke, 
viral infection, tumour or 
lack of oxygen.

� e idea for a group in 

Oban came from an NHS 
worker who had nowhere to 
refer her brain injury patients 
for support so she contacted 
Highland Headway to see if 
they could help.

‘It can be di�  cult for people 
with an acquired brain injury 
to make the initial step to 
come to group so they can 
email me � rst, call or we can 
meet up. We want to make it 
as easy as possible for people 
to come along,’ said Mr 
Gordon.

� e group is also looking for 
more volunteers whether it is 
people who have experience 
of brain injuries personally 
or professionally or who just 
want to help.

Mr Gordon was at the 

Dove Centre last week for a 
consultation event to meet 
with people interested in the 
new group.

‘It’s about building relation-
ships within a community, 
making sure they know we 
are here and what we are 
providing – and that we do 
it well. We are just trying 
to support people with an 
acquired brain injury, their 
families and carers. It takes 
time for that to happen. It’s 
been like that in every town 
where we’ve got a group; it’s 
started small and over six 
to 12 months, as people � nd 
out about us, we start getting 
people ringing up to come 
along and we grow.’

Headway Highland already 
has groups in Fort William, 
Inverness, Nairn, � urso and 
Wick.

To contact Headway 
Highland phone Mr Gordon 
on 07767 416006 or email 
leeheadway@yahoo.com

� e Oban High School 
Reunion Dinner Dance took 
place in the Royal Hotel this 
year, writes David McPhee.

� e well-attended event 
gave former pupils a chance 
to chat, dance, eat good 
food, share stories, as well 
as a dram or two.

It was held on March 9 and 
the entertainment was pro-

vided by Màrtainn Skene 
duo, who had everyone on 
their feet.

� is year, the event fea-
tured a hot-bu� et followed 
by a dance, as opposed to a 
formal dinner dance.

� e reunion is organised 
by an Oban group a� er 
it took over the reins two 
years ago.

� e Former Pupils’ 
Association decided it could 
no longer sustain annual 
meetings in Glasgow and, 
a� er trying a dinner dance 
in Oban, passed it on to the 
local group.

To stay in touch with 
future events, search for 
Oban High School Reunion 
Dinner Dance on Facebook.

� e scale of work required 
to allow the historic paddle 
steamer Waverley to return 
to Helensburgh pier is still 
unclear – nearly � ve months 
a� er it was closed on safety 
grounds to all marine tra�  c. 

Councillors now fear a race 
against time to bring the 
Waverley to Helensburgh 
during her main summer 
season, and called for great-
er clarity on the situation.

� e Waverley’s owners 

have already con� rmed the 
famous vessel will not call 
at Helensburgh as part of 
its late May bank holiday 
timetable, instead using 
Kilcreggan as a stop on two 
of the � ve days.

Former pupils enjoy waltz down memory lane

Waverley will not stop in Helensburgh in May

Plans for Islay 
playing � elds 
progressing
Architects and business 
specialists are to design plans 
for Port Ellen playing � elds.

Alyson MacGillivray and 
Pat McGrann of South Island 
Development (SID) have 
been leading the steering 
group, with community help. 

Glenmorangie originally 
set up the Kildalton Fund 
which raised £300,000 for 
the speci� c purpose of 
upgrading the South of Islay 
and SID is keen to ensure 
the money and additional 
funding is invested properly, 
meeting current needs and 
those in the long term.

� e focus of the 
development plan will be 
on upgrading the pavilion 
and the site itself, making it 
a hub for community events 
all year round. Ideas for 
the area include a potential 
kitchen, the repositioning 
of the children’s play area, 
and the potential uses for 
the building itself, which 
probably needs replacing.

SID would welcome more 
ideas from the community.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

• New roofs 
   and repairs

• Slating

• Tiling

• New PVC fascias 
   and soffits

• Roof and Wall coatings

• Rough casting 
   and rendering

Tel: 01292 428540
Email: kennedyroofing@outlook.com
www.kennedy-roofing.co.uk
8b Alderston Avenue, Ayr, South Ayrshire KA8 9BD

For all your Roofi ng needs
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A Netherlorn minister, who 
inspired a charity feeding and 
educating school children in 
Malawi, is returning to work 
in Africa.

So far more than £1,600 has 
been raised and spent by the 
Seil-based Seed for Life – Feed 
For Life project that is part of 
an ‘amazing legacy’ being le�  
by the Reverend Dr Kenneth 
Ross.

Dr Ross leaves later this 
month to return to Africa 
where he was a missionary 
for a decade before coming to 
lead the Netherlorn family of 
churches nine years ago.

On Sunday, members of all 
� ve Netherlorn congregations, 
from Luing, Seil, Kilninver, 
Kimelford and Craignish, gath-
ered at Seil Island Hall to say 
farewell to the minister and his 
wife Hester. Earlier in the day 

Dr Ross baptised one-year-old 
Harris Nicholson, welcoming 
him into the church.

Jean Alexander, session 
clerk of Church of Scotland 
Netherlorn Churches, told � e 
Oban Times: ‘Kenneth Ross 
has been an amazing minis-
ter, who leaves a wonderful 
legacy behind, in that with his 
encouragement we set up an 

appeal for feeding and educat-
ing lots of children in a village 
called Bemvu in Malawi.

‘We are really going to miss 
him, but we hope there will be 
someone out there who will 
love to come to this part of the 
world and lead the charge of 
Netherlorn.’

Dr Ross will be based in 
Zomba, Malawi, as part of a 

four-year roving role contract, 
working with the Church 
of Scotland in colleges and 
universities across Eastern 
Africa, helping to train future 
ministers and developing 
theological education.

His wife Hester will be based 
in Edinburgh, but Dr Ross will 
be returning to Scotland a few 
times a year, hoping to visit 
Argyll again.

‘Argyll never lets you go. 
I’m not going to disappear 
altogether,’ he said.

He said an appeal to help 
people in Bemvu in Malawi in 
2011 started ‘as a small thing’, 
adding: ‘It has grown all credit 
to the people of Netherlorn 
who took it to their heart and 

have developed it more than I 
could ever have imagined.’

Seed For Life is now a self-
help feeding project, support-
ing small-hold farmers and 
making sure 1,200 primary 
school children get daily meals 
in term-time.

Church member Phil Moss 
said: ‘Ken has been a great 
mover on our links with 
Bemvu. On top of this he has 
been a parish priest with � ve 
churches and four services to 
oversee most Sundays, taking 
two himself. He has also had 
all the usual duties a parish 
brings, so has been a busy man 
these past nine years.’

� e charity has a fundraising 
night tomorrow, Friday March 
22, at Seil Island Hall from 
7.45pm. � e event, entitled 
How did I get here?, will have 
several people talking about 
why they came to Seil and the 
charity’s DVD about its work 
in Bemvu will also be shown.

Minister set for Africa 
leaves ‘amazing legacy’

Rev Dr Kenneth Ross with 
Craig and Sarah Nicholson, 
their two-year-old son 
Struan and one-year-old 
Harris who was baptised on 
Sunday.

On Sunday, members of all � ve Netherlorn congregations gathered at Seil Island Hall to say 
farewell to Dr Ross and his wife Hester. 

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Consultation 
on school 
catchment
Members of Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Community 
Services have agreed to 
carry out a consultation to 
consider the possibility of 
widening the catchment area 
of St Columba’s Primary 
School in Oban.

A formal request came 
from St Columba’s Parent 
Council. St Columba’s is the 
only denominational school 
within 80 miles of Oban 
and the catchment area 
currently only covers the 
Oban and Dunbeg area. � e 
consultation will consider 
rezoning this to the same as 
the mainland catchment area 
for Oban High School.

Full details of the consulta-
tion will be publicised soon.

CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
editor@obantimes.co.uk
T E L E P H O N E 
01631 568000

More than 200 birdwatchers 
from across Scotland gathered 
in Oban at the weekend to hear 
all about the Atlantic Coast’s 
ornithological highlights, 
writes Kathie Gri�  ths.

� e Wings Over Western 
Skies event was at � e Corran 
Halls on Saturday jointly 
organised by the British 
Trust for Ornithology, Argyll 
Bird Club and the Scottish 
Ornithologists’ Club (SOC).

� is year’s Scottish 
Birdwatchers’ Conference 
turnout was the biggest num-
ber of delegates ever, said a 
delighted Dr Chris Wrenham, 
Head of � e British Trust for 
Ornithology Scotland.

She added: ‘We’ve had about 
240 delegates, our biggest yet 
in terms of numbers coming 
from all over Scotland and 
some from Yorkshire and from 
Worcestershire to join us.

‘Argyll certainly has more of 
its fair share of species which 
makes it such a popular place 
to come and bird watch.’

� e � rst day of the conference 
included a welcome from the 
SOC president Ian Bainbridge.

� e population status and 
conservation needs of corn-
crake in Scotland, a lifetime 
of raptor research, tracking 
short-eared owls, putting auks 
on the map and resolving the 
con� ict between sea eagles 

and livestock were among the 
presentations.

Wildlife cameraman John 
Aitchinson was also there to 
talk about � lming on the west 
coast and the Hebrides.

Sunday saw a number of � eld 
trip options on o� er to dele-
gates from spotting raptors on 
Mull to looking out for waders 
on Loch Etive and hoping 
to catch a glimpse of Great 
Northern Divers in the Firth of 
Lorn from Kerrera.

Birdwatchers � y into Oban for conference
Daisy 
Burnell and 
Dr Chris 
Wrenham 
at the 
weekend’s 
bird-
watchers’ 
conference 
in Oban.
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How will the UK leaving 
the EU affect me?
For information and guidance on what 
it means for you, visit gov.uk/euexit

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Stopping Oban’s air links to 
Tiree could have an impact 
on the island’s high school.

Although Tiree will still 
have � ight connections with 
Glasgow, new fears have now 
been expressed by Dr John 
Holliday, convenor of the 
island’s community council, 
a� er Argyll and Bute Council 
announced its scheduled 
� ights service from Oban 
Airport would be suspended 
for at least six weeks from 
mid-May following a failure 
to agree a new tender.

More than £1.5 million in 
council funding was made 
available for the three-year 
contract but the council re-
jected the one and only tender 
submitted because it was out 
of budget. A second tendering 
process has now started with 
a deadline in early May.

A� er Tiree’s head teacher 
le�  the school at the end of 
last year, Argyll and Bute 
Council decided to send in 
Peter Bain, head of Oban 
High School, to manage it 
for a six-month trial period, 
tasked with implementing 
an improvement plan in 
addition to running his own 
school back on the mainland.

Tiree High School has 30 
pupils with 50 in the primary 
classes, while Oban High 
School has more than 1,000 
students.

Dr Holliday said: ‘Mr Bain 
has been able to spend several 
days a week on Tiree, � ying 
in on the Oban plane. He has 
been accompanied at times by 
members of his sta� , with the 
island school’s teachers trav-

elling to Oban High School 
in return, in an attempt to 
strengthen the links between 
the two institutions.

‘With the air link severed, 
there are fears this arrange-
ment will, at the very least, 
become more di�  cult.’

Dr Holliday told � e Oban 
Times one of the ‘biggest 
casualties’ would be the new 
management arrangement 
between the Tiree and Oban 
schools: ‘It was set to run 
for an initial six months, 
which does end in May. But, 
so far, the signs are that it 
is working. Without an air 
link between Tiree and its 
regional centre, the option of 
keeping it going in its present 
form beyond May is looking 
less attractive,’ he said.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said it was 
committed to � nding a � ights 
solution and would keep 
reviewing the collaboration 
between Tiree and Oban 
High School.

‘� e departure of the previ-
ous head teacher and di�  cul-
ty in recruiting a replacement 
allowed us to explore a 
collaboration between Tiree 
High and Oban High, mak-
ing best use of the expertise 
available to us. � e education 
of our young people is of the 
utmost importance and we 
will continue to review this 
arrangement, in collabora-
tion with parents,’ he added.

Oban Councillor Roddy 
McCuish, policy lead for 
roads and amenity services, 
said: ‘I’m con� dent the coun-
cil are working hard to look 
for an interim service and 
more importantly a full-time 
operator.’

Oban High School head teacher Peter Bain is managing 
Tiree High School for a six-month trial period.

Grounded 
� ights could 
impact Tiree 
High School

Mobile coverage in Scotland 
will continue to lag behind 
the rest of the UK unless 
Ofcom sets more ambitious 
coverage targets, the Scottish 
Government and Scottish 
Futures Trust have warned.

In a joint response to Ofcom’s 
consultation on the forth-
coming 700 MHz spectrum 
auction, both organisations 
have urged the regulator to 
look at all options to improve 

coverage in rural Scotland. 
Connectivity minister Paul 

Wheelhouse MSP said: ‘While, 
legally, access to telecommu-
nications is the responsibility 
of UK ministers, I welcome 
the recent engagement 
between Ofcom, the Scottish 
Government and the Scottish 
Futures Trust in exploring 
alternative approaches beyond 
what is proposed. However, I 
believe current proposals fall 

far too short for Scotland – 
something we’ve been saying 
for a considerable time now.

‘Although we will see 
coverage improve as a result 
of Ofcom’s proposals, it still 
leaves coverage in Scotland lag-
ging behind Wales, Northern 
Ireland and England. On top 
of that, the target of 2mbps is 
not su�  ciently aspirational, 
does not leave enough scope 
for future growth in service 

demand and should be recon-
sidered. Even though it is not, 
for now, our responsibility, 
the Scottish Government is 
already investing £25m to 
improve mobile coverage 
through the Scottish 4G In� ll 
Programme. However, there is 
an essential role for Ofcom, as 
the UK-wide regulator, to work 
alongside that investment to 
maximise consumer access to 
services.’

Mobile coverage must re� ect far higher level of ambition
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It is not only communities 
that are frustrated by the lack 
of progress on issues a� ecting 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles.

Elected members charged 
with   representing their 
interests are also exasperated 
by the inactivity on certain 
developments.

Speaking at last Wednesday’s 
meeting of the area committee, 
Roddy McCuish, who repre-
sents Oban South and the Isles 
stated: ‘We really have to start 
achieving some of these goals 
and getting things done.’

Mr McCuish’s outburst came 
as the committee moved on to 
the � nal item on the agenda, 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Committee Workplan 2019-
20, which includes an itinerary 
of reports on items that have 
already been on the agenda for 
quite some time.

In particular Mr McCuish 
referred to a report on the 

seemingly stagnant develop-
ment project for Oban Airport 
Business Park.

Councillors were told: ‘� e 
airport business park was 
placed on the open market in 
the summer. A limited number 
of o� ers have been received 
and they are being considered 
by council o�  cers before being 
presented back to the area 
committee for a decision on 
how to proceed.’

McCuish said: ‘It’s all very 
well getting a report done 
every now and then but, with-
out being disrespectful, I could 
have written that one myself. 
If we have had o� ers as long 
as a year ago and we still have 
not had an update, we want to 
know what these o� ers are and 
why this area committee is still 
asking questions.

‘We need this sooner rather 
than later. Given the work that 
has gone on, we need to get this 
business park up and running. 
Why are we not getting feed-
back from the o�  cers?’

Councillor Elaine Robertson, 
who chairs the committee, de-
fended the lack of information 
put forward on the day but 
agreed more had to be done. 
She said: ‘I share the frustra-
tion and, like all the members 
here, would like to see results.’

Councillor Jim Lynch said: 
‘Perhaps the reason we didn’t 
get an in-depth report is 
because there’s nothing to 
report?’

Mrs Robertson responded: 
‘� is is something that we, as 
a council, have to take some 
responsibility for.

‘We have constantly been re-
ducing spend which ultimately 
means there aren’t enough 
o�  cers around to do the work 
that needs to be done.

‘It’s all part of the issues we 
have with the local authorities 
and it’s not just us, it’s right 
across the country.’

Mr McCuish commented 
that if that was the case then 
private project partnerships 
may be the answer.

Oban councillors 
agree to move on 
outstanding issues

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.ukdmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Rockfi eld pupils celebrate Red Nose Day
Rock� eld Primary School 
celebrated Red Nose Day 
by hosting a Rainbow 
Rock� eld Day.

Pupils were invited 
to dress up in rain-
bow-coloured clothing 
and accessories.

� roughout the day, 
pupils took part in 
di� erent rainbow-themed 
activities and raised 
money for Comic Relief.

Earlier in the month, 
� e Oban Times teamed 
up with Rock� eld and 
asked pupils to draw 
businesses adverts, 
helping to raise more 
than £200 for Comic 
Relief.

� anks to fundraising 
from individuals, 
schools, businesses and 
organisations from across 
the country, this year’s 
Red Nose Day raised 
more than £65 million.

Kai Laverty, turns on the charm for our photographer 
this week. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

Mum of Bonnie Babies 2018 
winner says ‘go for it!’
When he was named winner 
of last year’s Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies competition, 
Kai Duncan Laverty of 
Fort William proved a star 
performer in front of the 
camera.

A year later and getting 
set to celebrate his second 
birthday next week, it seems 
his love of the limelight is as 
infectious as ever.

With just a few days re-
maining until the deadline 
for entries for this year’s 
Bonnie Babies competition, 
our photographer Iain 
Ferguson popped along to 
the Caol home Kai and his 
siblings share with dad and 
mum, Kenny and Linda 
Laverty, to see how the tod-
dler was getting on a� er his 
brush with fame last year.

Linda said this week: 
‘We all really enjoyed the 
competition last year – it 
was great fun. Kai certainly 
enjoyed all the attention, 
with people even pointing 
to him and saying, ‘there’s 
the Bonnie Baby winner!’.’

Linda and Kenny received 
a cheque for £500, some of 
which went on a trampoline 
and slide for Kai, his broth-
ers, Connor, Kyle, Aaron, 
and sister Shannon to enjoy.

Linda added: ‘I’d certainly 
urge parents to enter their 
babies. It was a great expe-
rience that the whole family 
enjoyed.’

Kai won the competition 

a� er scooping more than 
800 votes, with more than 
150 gorgeous babies entered 
from across the Lochaber 
Times and Oban Times 
circulation areas.

� e deadline for this 
year’s competition is noon 
on Monday, March 25. 
(Full competition details 
at www.obantimes.co.uk/
bonniebabies
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Rockfield pupils celebrate Red Nose Day

Youngsters from Rock�eld Primary School had great fun 
dressing in rainbow colours and enjoying rainbow-themed 
activities last Friday to help raise money for Comic Relief.

2019 Scholarships
Marking our 40th anniversary, Lomond School is proud to 
launch forty new scholarships for talented 9-18 year-olds. 

Join our unique family environment, with boarding and 
day scholarships available for young people who excel in 
academia, music, creative arts or sport.

Application Deadline: 29 March 2019

For more information, please contact us:
T: 01436 672476
E: scholarships@lomondschool.com
W: lomondschool.com/scholarships

Enquire about transport options available 
for weekly boarders.
10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, G84 9JX
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Parking companies as well as 
hotel brands have declared a 
‘huge interest’ in developing 
on three Oban car parks.

But town leaders are warn-
ing there must not be a loss 
of precious parking spaces in 
Oban at any cost.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
special projects and estates 
teams are continuing to 
investigate the commercial 
potential of Albany Street, 
Tweeddale Street and the 
Esplanade car parks a� er a 
number of developers have 
come forward.

� e car parks were market-
ed by the council last year, 
looking for interested parties 
to ‘explore commercial op-
portunities, while maintain-
ing or improving parking 
provision within the town’.

As a result, there was ‘huge 
interest’ in the sites from a 
variety of car park developers 
and the commercial market, 
as well as local, national and 
international hotel brands, 
said the council.

As part of this process, a 
number of factors, including 
site investigations, will now 
be considered to help decide 
how feasible proposals are.

Progress will be reported 
back to councillors.

Chairwoman of the Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee Councillor 
Elaine Robertson said: 
‘� e interest in these sites 
highlights the considerable 
demand there is from devel-
opers in the Oban area. 

‘We await more informa-
tion on the proposals and 
how they may bene� t the 

town and surrounding area.’ 
In a document seen by 

� e Oban Times last year, 
the council said: ‘We wish 
to maximise the economic 
return from our land holding 
by redeveloping one or more 
of our car parks for a hotel, 
multi-storey car park or 
similarly related operation.

‘A key outcome shall be 
the creation of a long-term 
property investment for the 
council and partner with the 
protection or enhancement of 
current parking availability.

‘Long-term lease or pro� t 
share is favoured. It is not the 

council’s preferred option 
to sell o�  its land assets. � e 
council shall contribute land 
and may also invest capital to 
the project as part of a pro� t 
share agreement.’

BID4Oban chief executive 
Andrew Spence said he was 
watching the situation with 
lots of interest.

‘It would be interesting to 
see what the proposals are. 
We welcome any develop-
ment but we have to know 
what the alternatives are for 
parking. You can’t just take 
parking spaces away and 
build on it. We’re watching 
with lots of interest.’

Councillor Roddy 
McCuish, the council’s poli-
cy lead for roads and amenity 
services, said: ‘I’m very excit-
ed about the interest shown 
in the car parks but I have 
to emphasise this can’t mean 
any fewer parking spaces in 
Oban. 

‘If anything I’d like to see 
more.  It just goes to show the 
interest we have from busi-
nesses coming into this area. 
We are the fastest growing 
area in Argyll and Bute.’

Developers show 
huge interest in 
town car parks

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.ukOban students enjoy ‘out of 

this world’ science trip
Students from Oban High 
School have been inspired by 
a visit to CERN, home of the 
Large Hadron Collider.

� e visit to Geneva was the 
second in two years for OHS 
Higher and Advance Higher 
Physics students to the re-
search facility that found the 
Higgs boson and invented the 
World Wide Web.

Scienti� c breakthroughs 
such as the discovery of the 
Higgs boson require experi-
mental machines on the large 
scale, and the students gained 
an appreciation of the tech-
nical and engineering chal-
lenges that the multinational 
experimental collaborations 
at CERN face.

Ryan from S5 said: ‘� e 
facilities the scientists have 
are out of this world.   � e 
biggest machine in the world 
is looking for the smallest 
particles in the universe.

‘My highlight was having 

lunch in the cafeteria and 
knowing at least one Nobel 
Prize winner was also in 
there.’

� e Oban High School 
students’ visit was led by 
a member of the CERN 
community who talked from 
personal experience about 
their contribution to CERN’s 
research programme.

Science and Technology 
Facilities Council executive 
chairman Professor Mark 
� omson said: ‘� e scale of 
the science and technology at 
CERN is awe-inspiring.

‘� ere is no doubt that 
seeing it at � rst hand, and 
meeting the people who work 
on the experiments, can in-
� uence young people’s future 
education and career choices.’

� e three-day trip also 
included tours of the United 
Nations, the International 
Red Cross and the History of 
Science museum.

Oban High School students gather outside CERN.

There has been interest in Tweeddale Street car park. 
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Volunteers are needed to help 
a Benderloch-based carriage 
driving group for the disabled, 
writes Fiona Scott.

� e group’s driving sessions 
start in earnest in April but 
new recruits are needed 
beforehand so they can get to 
know the equipment.

Argyll Riding for the 
Disabled Carriage Driving 
Group hopes an appeal, riding 
on the back of a volunteer day 
on March 30, will attract more 
helpers.

Anyone interested can call 
in at the stables at Baravullin 
Beag between 10am to noon 
to meets the other volunteers, 
meet the ponies, have a drive 
if they are interested and get 
an idea of how they could help 
out. � ere will also be co� ee 
and cake.

� e group’s new cob on the 
stable block Tiny Tim, who 
arrived at the end of last year 
has been training hard this 
winter.

Tiny Tim, the 13.1hh colour-
ed pony is now being ridden 
and is about to be assessed as 
the group’s new driving pony. 
At the weekend he took part 
in his � rst Pony Club rally.

Tiny Tim came to 

Benderloch a� er being   
spotted on a British Driving 
Association website. His pre-
vious family near Oxford had 
outgrown him and the Argyll 
group snapped him up.

� e cob, who will be work-

ing with other pony Red at 
the yard, replaced Dixie who 
had spent three years with the 
group and went to the Brae 
Riding for the Disabled Group 
in Dundee as a riding pony.

People come to the carriage 
driving group by referral or by 
word of mouth, from around 
Oban and as far as Fort 
William and Campbeltown.

Carriage driving suits some 
people better than getting on 
a pony – they get on a vehicle 
instead and can go quite fast 
and steer. � ere is no age 
barrier. � e oldest driver 
has been in their 90s and the 
youngest so far was six.

� ere’s a social side to it as 
well – families and friends 
are welcome at the yard too, 
said Jane Isaac, the RDA’s 
Argyll carriage driving group 
organiser.

Once the season starts again 
in April there will be a number 
of driving sessions, including 
ones for a school-age group, 

a regular group and for resi-
dents from the Lynn of Lorn 
care home in Benderloch.

‘It is important to stress 
that a volunteer with us does 
not have to have the faintest 
knowledge of horses, nor the 
least inclination to touch one 
or drive one.

‘We absorb people from all 
walks of life and life skills 
are really what makes a good 
volunteer I think.

‘Practical skills such as 
equestrianism and cycling are 
great; we also always need the 
nurturers in life who will help 
the drivers � t their hat, have a 
cup of tea, get warmed up and 
so on. We also love help with 
secretarial duties, anything in 
the way of modern technology 
and social media, cleaning 
harness – and we do like 
cake!’ said Mrs Isaac.

Interested? Email ja-
n e i s a a c @ o u t l o o k . c o m 
or go to facebook.com/
ArgyllRDADriving/

Volunteers needed to 
help drive pony charity

Tiny Tim with 
one of the 
youngsters 
who rides 
at the 
Benderloch 
charity.

Nationwide event opens pathway to aquaculture careers
In support of Scottish 
Apprenticeship Week, 
Developing the Young 
Workforce (DYW) Argyll, 
working in partnership with 
Scottish Sea Farms (SSF), 
hosted a Scotland’s Biggest 

Parents’ Evening event at the 
company’s South Shian site.

Aimed at SSF employees and 
partners who are parents or 
carers, the event was one of 
many taking place in order to 
showcase apprenticeship and 

other career opportunities.
Sta�  from Scottish Sea 

Farms hosted the day, which 
featured Margaret Bennett 
(Skills Development Scotland) 
and Audrey Macfadyen 
(WorkingRite).

A DYW Argyll spokesper-
son said: ‘First and foremost 
thank you to Scottish Sea 
Farms for hosting the event 
and to our excellent guest 
speakers.

‘We look forward to part-

nering further events that not 
only showcase the skills of our 
young people, but also pro-
vide positive opportunities for 
local and national employers 
to proactively engage with all 
spectrums of education.’

Partnering
to get rid of 
the rubbish
Argyll and Bute communi-
ties are being urged to come 
together and help reduce the 
waste going to land� ll.

Argyll and Bute Council 
is developing a new strategy 
to meet the government ban 
on Biodegradable Municipal 
Waste (BMW) going to 
land� ll, which comes into 
operation in 2021.

Councillor Roddy 
McCuish, policy lead for 
roads and amenities, said: 
‘I would urge people to take 
part in the consultation, 
which will be promoted 
through social media and 
our community councils.’

To meet the demands 
of the new legislation, 
the council, businesses, 
community and visitors will 
have to work together to 
increase recycling, reduce 
waste and prevent it in the 
� rst place.

� e waste strategy 
will outline some of the 
approaches that can be made 
to assist this across the area, 
with separate solutions for 
di� erent areas – islands and 
mainland.

‘� is is something that 
a� ects everyone,’ added 
Councillor McCuish.

With the waste strategy set 
to be complete in September 
2019, consultation on the 
dra�  will begin in April and 
run for six weeks.

For more information on 
reducing waste go to: www.
zerowastescotland.org.uk
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

It’s been a while since my wee 
dog Beastie has made it into 
the pages of � e Oban Times 
but as I have just picked him 
up today and haven’t seen him 
since November, I am full of 
excitement and happiness to 
be reunited with my furry little 
four-legged ball of mischief! 

It is just over two years since 
he ran o�  into the Hills of 
Lochaber prompting his press 
debut of March 2017 and I 
think another ponder on his 
ways is appropriate. 

What humans can learn 
from the behaviour of Beastie 
is the general subject of this 
piece and I’m going to focus 
on two traits of his canine 
conduct – one bad and one 
good – from which we can all 
learn.  

Beastie Lesson One – 
‘Grrrrrrrr! You moved your 
foot!!” 

Beastie absolutely loves get-
ting to lie on the bed. It is very 
seldom that this is allowed, 
but at all times if he is in the 
vicinity of the bedroom, his 
number one aim in life is to be 
given permission to jump onto 
the bed.    

He will utilise all psycho-

logical tools at his disposal to 
gain access to experience this 
ultimate realm of comfort, 
happiness and ful� lment. 

He will try both sides of the 
bed for di� erent weakness lev-
els between the humans pres-
ent, he will tentatively raise a 
paw and place it on the edge 
of the bed and then look at 
you longingly with beguiling 
brown eyes, and he will even 
whimper lightly and shake as 
if in freezing cold discomfort 
in order to breakdown the 
resolve of our barriers.  

Very occasionally, if the 
sheets are due to be changed 
anyway or if he’s just had a 
bath, we will relent and let him 
jump up and make himself 
comfortable on top of the 
duvet.  

His initial reaction always 
conveys the deepest love and 
gratitude and no matter where 
on the bed he is and what 
else might be happening, he 
is in heaven, he knows it and 
he is euphoric with his newly 
acquired luxury.  

However, a� er he has be-
come accustomed to his new 
place in life, this becomes his 
normality and he very quickly 

forgets that he has been given 
a privileged position. 

Invariably during this stage, 
which is usually a� er about 
10 minutes, if one of the 
humans present moves a leg 
or a foot even slightly, Beastie 
will growl aggressively with 
a � urry of dog swear words 
in protest at the sel� shness 
of a human to move and to 
disturb his peace and upset 
his comfort. 

� is of course results in him 
being immediately ordered 
o� , downstairs and back to his 
dog bed, which he does with a 
look of ‘stu�  your bed, I didn’t 
like it anyway’.

Ten minutes later, he’s back 
saying ‘please let me on the 
bed, I love the bed, it’s so cold 
down here. I will be sooooooo 
grateful forever if you let me 
on the bed!’ It will be some 
months before we may relent 
again. 

Many times I have seen this 
cycle of behaviour mirrored by 
humans and, as with Beastie, 
none of us should take what 
we have or what we are given 
for granted.

Beastie Lesson Two will 
come next week.

Booking system 
We are in the process of 
upgrading our booking, till 
and membership system to 
make it much more e�  cient 
and user-friendly. It will 
allow you to book and amend 
classes, badminton, squash 
and tennis online. � e go-live 
date is scheduled for June 19.

Soft play
� e so�  play area received a 
£2,000 refresh this month. 
� e investment concentrated 
on � xing all the wear and 
tear the popular feature has 
sustained. As part of this 
mini project, the climbing 
cube was also reset. It now 
o� ers all levels of ability a 
fresh challenge.

CCTV upgraded
� is upgrade to our closed 
circuit TV means that 
Atlantis now has full HD 
coverage, including in the 
locker areas. � is is a huge 
improvement and signi� -
cantly increases the safety of 
customers and sta� .

Energy review
We welcomed Community 

Energy Scotland to the centre 
this month. � ey undertook 
a feasibility study to look at 
the options for replacing our 
old air source heat pump. We 
look forward to reading the 
recommendations.

Lighting project
� e LED lighting project is 
nearing completion, with 
the café being the last area 
to receive the new lighting. 
� is has been a huge project, 
but with so much potential to 
save us signi� cant amounts 
on our energy bills.

Gym equipment
We’ve added a number of new 
pieces of equipment to the 
gym this month.

Skill Mill: � is is a 
non-motorised curved tread-
mill which helps you improve 
power, speed, stamina and 
agility in a safe, engaging 
and e� ective way. Because it 
is non-motorised, the speed 
is determined by your e� ort, 
which makes it much more 
like real, outdoor running in 
comparison to a motorised 
treadmill.

Second Squat Rack: Fed up 
with the wait for the rack? 

� e new Olympic rack can 
be used for barbell weight 
training, especially useful for 
when you don’t have someone 
to spot you. � e height can be 
adjusted dependent on user 
and exercises, and it can also 
be used for pull-ups and dips.

Body Composition 
Monitor: � e new Tanita 
Body Composition Monitor 
will be used by our gym 
team and Healthy Options 
sta�  to help track progress 
and improve training pro-
grammes. � e monitor takes 
the following measurements; 
weight, body fat percentage, 
total body water percentage, 
muscle mass, physique rating, 
basal metabolic rate, meta-
bolic age, body mass index 
and visceral fat.

Cafe change
It’s all change at the Atlantis 
Café in the next few weeks 
as Michael leaves and Beth 
joins us on April 1, bringing 
with her lots of exciting plans 
and ideas for how to grow the 
café’s o� ering. We’re very 
grateful for all the work that 
Michael has done over the 
past few years and wish him 
well.

BEHIND THE SCENES at Atlantis



Cosgais | Costs: 
Inbhich | Adults: £100
Oileanaich | Students: £80

John Carmichael – Bocsa | Accordion
Katherine MacLeod – Òrain Ghàidhlig 
is Albais | Scots & Gaelic Song

Allan MacDonald 
Pìopaireachd | Pipes

Patsy Reid
Fidheall & Viola | 
Fiddle & Viola

Blasad
Samhraidh 

1st & 2nd June 2019

Alec ‘Valtos’ MacDonald
Còmhradh sa Ghàidhlig | 
Gaelic ConversationFiddle & V

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK

Fios | Contact:

BOOK
NOW!

summer weekend
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CalMac cutting
carbon as part of 
its eco actions
Ferry operator CalMac is on course 
to cut its carbon emissions by � ve 
per cent this year with the progress 
report being highlighted in the 
company’s new environmental 
strategy, writes Euan Carr.

The strategy outlines the steps the 
company is taking to better protect 
the environment. The targets 
include to reduce carbon footprint 
by � ve per cent by the end of 2019 
against a 2016 baseline and to 
reduce water consumption by 10 
per cent by 2020, based on 2016 
baseline.

The company also wants to deliver 
action-led biodiversity plans at 
half of CalMac sites by 2020 and 
to increase recycling rates by a 
minimum of 15 per cent by 2020 
from 2017 baseline.

The reduction in carbon produced 
is mainly down to the use of fuel 
monitoring systems, increasing 
operational e�  ciency and by 
working with academics to deliver 
energy e�  cient vessels.

Reducing waste is another 
cornerstone of CalMac’s 
environmental pledges. It is 
working to reduce single use 
plastics on board and is introducing 
more e�  cient waste management 
systems.

� ree women who set up their own gin 
business based on the Isle of Jura are now 
celebrating an award win a� er less than three 
years of operation.

Claire Fletcher, Alicia MacInnes and 
Georgina Kitching founded Lussa Gin in 2016 
producing the drink from 15 locally grown 
and gathered botanicals.

Following unprecedented demand in their 
� rst year of business, Lussa Gin renovated and 
moved into an old stable building to upgrade 
their still and increase production. � ey now 
produce up to 7,000 bottles of Lussa Gin each 
year, which are sold online or at one of the 
50 retailers across Scotland which stock the 
unique product.

� e trio’s hard work and investment has paid 
o� , as Lussa Gin was recently awarded the FSB 
Small Business Start Up of the Year Award 
2019.

Celebrating the award win, co-founder 
Alicia said: ‘We wanted to convey our thanks 
to Business Gateway, which has o� ered us 
invaluable support while navigating our way 
through a competitive gin marketplace.

‘Our Business Gateway adviser was the � rst 
person outside the three of us that we turned 
to for help and support.

‘From helping us at the very beginning with 
the advice to focus, to grant funding processes, 
fully-funded workshops, help with cash � ow 

work and business plan writing, we really 
appreciate Business Gateway’s contribution to 
the success of our business.’

Barbara Halliday, business adviser for 
Business Gateway Argyll and Bute, added: 
‘Since we � rst spoke to Claire, Alicia and 
Georgina in 2016, they have accessed our one-

to-one advice, EU-funded grant support from 
our Local Growth Accelerator Programme, 
DigitalBoost support (such as website devel-
opment, search engine optimisation and social 
media marketing) and recently moved through 
the Business Gateway growth pipeline to work 
with Highlands and Islands Enterprise.

‘Lussa Gin has also been exported to Sweden 
and Germany and works with six di� erent 
distributors.’

Claire said: ‘As we live in a remote part of 
Scotland, the challenge to get Lussa Gin recog-
nised in the market was initially problematic. 
However, with Business Gateway’s support, 
we attended training events, trade fairs across 
the country and accessed specialist advice on 
using social media.

‘As the presence of Lussa Gin grew in the 
industry and online, we earned our own iden-
tity in the market as the Isle of Jura’s only gin 
distillery.

‘We wanted to use the place we love as the 
foundation for our business and to � nd some-
thing that will enable us to stay here. We have 
had great community support and we love 
venturing out in our rowing boat or climbing 
trees to collect ingredients for our product.’

To � nd out more about how Business 
Gateway can help set up and develop a busi-
ness, call 01546 808363 or visit www.bgateway.
com/argyll-and-bute.

Advisers are just the  
tonic for gin women

The Lussa Gin team are, left to right, 
Georgina Kitching, Alicia MacInnes and 
Claire Fletcher.

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

01546 603989
mbcargyll.com

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE
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Get the best from your business  
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

SIMPLY 
Shredding

MacQueen Bros, 
Glengallan Road, Oban, 

Argyll PA34 4HG
(01631) 564848

info@macqueenbros.com

Secure destruction of all 
confidential material from 

your home or office.

Collection service available.

Witness your documents 
being destroyed 
should you wish.
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Cruise ship season arrives in Oban!

Oban � orist Justine Robertson is Argyll’s 
only entry in a top guide to fabulous � owers, 
with the Good Florist Guide recognising � e 
� istle & � e Rose as one of the UK’s best 
� orists.

� e listing in the prestigious guide has 
thrilled Ms Robertson who has a workshop 
on the Glengallan Industrial Estate.

When she started out in Oban three years 
ago she had seven weddings in the � rst 
12 months but since then there have been 
about 50 each year, including designing 
bouquets for brides coming from as far away 
as Australia and America to have a west 
coast wedding. ‘We are passionate about our 
� owers. It’s wonderful to be recognised,’ said 
Ms Robertson, who has been in the trade for 
20 years.

Justine takes top 
guide for � owers

Spring is � nally here and among 
the other lovely things it brings 
is the arrival of the � rst cruise 
ship of the season, writes Kay 
McDonald.

� is year more ships than 
ever will be arriving in Oban, 
with all the bene� ts they bring 
to the town, and the Port of 
Oban Cruise Group plans to 
make sure that each and every 
one of these ships’ passengers 
and crew know that they are 
welcome here. 

Much of the work involved 
in trying to attract ships to 
the area and ensure that we 
can meet all their needs when 
they arrive goes on behind the 
scenes throughout the year and 
involves many di� erent agen-
cies and companies all working 
together.

Port of Oban Cruise Group 
was set up six years ago for this 
purpose and involves o�  cers 
and councillors from Argyll 
and Bute Council, including 
the North Pier Harbour Master, 

members of Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Alliance, BID4Oban, 
the community council, repre-
sentatives from Oban Distillery 
and Dunollie Museum, Castle 
and Grounds, and Argyll 
Safaris, as well as others as and 
when their input is needed. 

Over the years some of the 
work undertaken by the group 
has included providing people 
to welcome passengers with 
information and a cheery smile 
as they set foot in the town, plus 
the services of a piper to pipe 
them ashore. It has also includ-
ed attending cruise summits to 

encourage companies to keep 
their passengers in Oban and 
ensure that the small percentage 
of those who do go on trips are 
only away for part of the day, 
allowing them to spend the rest 
of their time exploring Oban. 
� e group also liaises with the 
council to try and � nd a solution 
to the parking problems with 
the coaches, and encourages l 
businesses to engage with pas-
sengers by showing ‘welcome’ 
posters in their windows. 

All of the work is ongoing 
and expanding, and last year it 
included the training of guides 
to provide walking tours of the 
town which has already resulted 
in one ship booking to return 
to Oban this year on 10 trips 
because it was so delighted with 
its welcome.

� is year’s plans include an 
area for crew to � nd informa-
tion and fellowship, and an 
expansion to the information 
passengers receive, with lea� ets 
being delivered before they 

arrive in Oban, ensuring they 
are aware of everything the 
town has to o� er before they 
step ashore. 

Each visit by a ship this year 
will include a column here to 
provide information on the 
ship, where it’s from and how 
many people it carries, and 
Port of Oban Cruise Group 
hopes to encourage businesses 
in the town to provide the best 
welcome they can, through 
displaying posters, having 
special o� ers and sta�  members 
wearing tartan.

� e best welcome for each vis-
iting ship will be reported here 
and we hope that by providing 
the best welcome we can it will 
encourage our visitors to return 
and spend more time exploring 
Oban and Argyll. 

GETINVOLVED
email us at editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Up to some monkey business
Monkeys are not usually associated with 
Scotland, let alone the Highlands and Islands, 
so on the rare occasions when they did put in 
an appearance they were the source of some 
good stories.

As a rule they tended to come with itinerant 
organ-grinders who were musical novelty 
street performers. � e typical organ-grinder 
was a man with a tiny barrel organ weighing 
only a few pounds. � e grinder would crank 
out a limited number of tunes moving from 
place to place a� er collecting a few coins in 
order to avoid being arrested for loitering 
or chased by people who did not appreciate 
hearing his single tune repeatedly.

� e grinder would o� en have as a compan-
ion a monkey, tethered to a string, to do tricks 
and attract attention as well as the important 
task of collecting money from passers-by.

A� er a while organ-grinders became a 
nuisance, in much the same way as amateur 
pipers making noises like pigs caught by their 
hind legs in gates are in today’s high streets 
and other tourist traps.

Most musicians hated the tone-deaf or-
gan-grinders and their excruciating tunes 
and complained to the authorities, although 
the famous violinist Yehudi Menuhin would 
say: ‘We musicians must stick together’, while 
handing an organ-grinder some change.

Fort William, when it was still used by the 
military prior to 1864, had its fair share of 
street entertainers hoping for rich-pickings 
from soldiers bored with little to do and far 
from home.

One of these was an organ-grinder who 
arrived from Inverness with a pet monkey on 
his shoulder to entertain passers-by with its 
antics. One day, when he was in a hostelry and 
not without refreshment, someone decided 
to play a prank on him by getting hold of the 
monkey and dressing it up in a Cameron tar-
tan kilt with some of the usual accoutrements.

It was let loose in the high street and along 
it went grinning, cart-wheeling and gesticu-
lating from one end of the street to the other 
where it swung around on the rone pipe of a 
public building watched by a large audience to 
see what it would do next.

Someone met Major Cameron, the o�  cer 

commanding the fort, and suggested he’d 
better go along and identify to which clan this 
madman belonged. When Major Cameron 
arrived on the scene and saw the monkey in 
his regimental tartan, he was livid and sent 
someone back to the fort armoury for a ri� e 
to shoot it.

Fortunately, the organ-grinder had sobered 
up and, on being warned about the major’s 
intention, rushed along the street, grabbed the 
monkey and made for the Corran ferry.

A man on the Isle of Mull, who had lived 
abroad for some years, brought home a large 
monkey which one of his ghillies taught to 
perform a few tricks. When its owner died, the 
ghillie inherited it and thought he might make 
a pound or two taking it round the country-
side showing o�  what it could do.

� e duo arrived one Saturday at Trotternish 
in Skye where a monkey had never been seen 
before except in a book, so its comical and 
human-like movements attracted a great deal 
of amusement, especially in the local inn.

Dressed in a black tail coat, red cravat and 
green velvet trousers and capering around 
to the music of a melodeon, it was the star 
attraction of the night and, a� er the bar 
emptied, it was incarcerated in the adjacent 
harness-room.

When its owner had retired, some youths 
decided that they would dress it in its fancy 
clothes and take it behind a knoll and play 
some tunes on the melodeon to see if it would 
perform a few more antics. � e monkey paid 
no attention and managed to give them the 
slip and made for Glen Hinnisdal.

It got into an old cro�  house through a hole 
in the thatch and scared the life out of the 
elderly residents by dancing around on the 
ra� ers before moving on.

Soon word went out that the Devil was 
among them, although someone said that was 
unlikely as four church elders lived in Glen 
Hinnisdal and, as all the inhabitants were 
holy people, the Devil would never dream of 
entering the glen.

From the description, a local character called 
the ‘Boy-o’ thought it might be an Irish man 
whom he had worked with on the Mallaig rail-
way line called Pat Murphy who was tramping 
around Skye. When he got his pay, Pat used to 
dress himself up in his best Irish style with a 
black coat and green breeches and carrying a 
short stick which he twirled round his � ngers 
as he sang, ‘In Tipperary I was born.’

On seeing the monkey, however, the Boy-o 

remarked: ‘It’s not Pat Murphy, but it is devil-
ish like him a� er he had been on the spree and 
had not washed or shaved for a week.’

Peter MacLeod, the well known former 
Oban banker and intrepid Argyll yachtsman, 
recalls his father Robert – Benderloch’s 
schoolmaster and lieutenant of the local Home 
Guard platoon – being on duty on the night 
of December 24, 1940, when a merchant ship, 
the SS Breda, was sunk in Ardmucknish Bay 
o�  Connel airstrip by three German Heinkel 
111 bombers.

� e Breda, which is a well-known wreck 
among the diving fraternity, was a Dutch ves-
sel of 6,941 tons waiting in the Lynn of Lorn 
for an armed Royal Naval ship to escort her 
round the Cape of Good Hope to Mombasa, 
Bombay and Karachi. She had a valuable 
cargo, including two Hawker biplanes, 30 De 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern linesUrquhart Castle on the shores of Loch 
Ness has experienced a surge in footfall 
according to Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES) visitor � gures for 2018.

Urquhart Castle – once one of 
Scotland’s largest castles – welcomed 
more than 500,000 visitors for the � rst 
time in a calendar year. Urquhart Castle 
is the third most-visited, sta� ed HES 
site, behind only Edinburgh Castle and 
Stirling Castle.

Part of the surge in footfall is being 
attributed to the extended opening 
hours last year, as well as a record 
number of people taking part in HES’s St 
Andrew’s Day ticket giveaway.

HES has reported an overall � ve per 
cent increase in footfall with a total of 
5,229,049 people visiting its sta� ed sites 
last year. HES also had a record number 
of memberships in 2018 which peaked 
at more than 200,000 – up � ve per cent 
over 2017.

Stephen Duncan, director for commer-
cial and tourism, said: ‘2018 was another 
fantastic year for Scotland’s heritage 
sites, with visitor numbers continuing to 
grow. As well as the “Outlander e� ect” 
bringing international visitors to Scot-
land to explore its rich history, we have 
also seen an increase in the number of 
Scots visiting heritage sites as evidenced 
in our highest ever membership � gure. 
With Scotland being used as a � lming 
location for productions such as Outlaw 
King and Mary Queen of Scots, we hope 
visitors will continue to be inspired to 
explore the history of the sites they see.’

HES looks after more than 300 heritage 
sites.

Record-breaking 
year for visitors to 
Urquhart Castle

Urquhart Castle.



�e Oban Times
Thursday 21 March 2019 HERITAGE  19

 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

We turn the clock back this week to 1997 and a photograph showing the men of the 
Dunlossit Estate who received their retirement and long-service awards. Does anyone 
know the names of the men pictured?

The Station Hotel, predecessor of the Highland Hotel. Courtesy of the Roamer archive.

Up to some monkey business

Peter MacLeod at the Breda monkey’s grave. Photograph Peter MacLeod

Havilland Moths, military vehicles, cement 
and 10 racehorses – the property of the Aga 
Khan being shipped to Mombasa to preserve 
his valuable bloodstock during the war.

Also aboard was a monkey belonging to the 
ship’s master, Captain Johannis Fooy, who al-
ways kept one as a mascot. On his return from 
voyages, he would give them to his mother, 
who disliked them and promptly passed them 
on to the Amsterdam Zoo.

A few weeks a�er the Breda went down, the 
gardener from a nearby house started telling 
villagers that he had seen a monkey crossing 
the road in front of him as he cycled home in 
the dark a�er work. No one believed him, not 
least because he enjoyed the odd dram and 
there was no reason to link it with the Breda.

But it wasn’t long before anyone hearing a 
far-fetched tale would say: ‘Aye, and there’s a 
monkey up a tree at Letterwalton.’

Later the gardener was vindicated when the 
remains of a monkey were discovered in the 
Letterwalton woods wearing a collar engraved 
with the word Breda on it. Its grave beside a 
large unmarked stone is still pointed out.

One of the Aga Khan’s racehorses managed 
to get out of its loose-box and swim ashore but 
in the darkness it was mistaken for a German 
pilot who had baled out a�er his plane was 
strafed. 

On being hit by a bullet, the horse let out a 
loud shriek and it was only when day broke 
and its body was found on the beach that Lt 
MacLeod discovered what it was.
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Proposing a better 
ferry option for Mull
I recently had the honour of addressing the 
Mull Community Council which is extremely 
concerned about a proposal by Transport 
Scotland/CMAL to carry out a major recon-
struction of Craignure ferry terminal at the 
staggering cost of £78 million. � is proposal 
was to enable berthing of a large £75 million 
Glen Sannox class ferry.

A key concern is that the mainly single track 
Mull roads are not able to handle the sudden 
arrival of 130 cars in one go. � e proposal 
includes a huge reception building to hold 
1,500 persons (over half the Mull population) 
which the community council believes to be 
both unnecessary and wholly out of scale with 
the rural setting in which it would be located.

An alternative and more cost-e� ective prop-
osition based on Scandinavian practice was 
discussed whereby a main vehicle ferry service 
would be provided by two 80-car, 400 passen-
ger capacity double-ended ferries, providing 
an hourly service in summer, with a single 
vessel giving a two-hourly service in winter 
from 7am-8pm. � is would enable year-round 
commuting between Mull and Oban, a facility 
that is not available at present. � e vehicle fer-
ry service would be supplemented in summer 
by a 250-passenger fast 35 knot catamaran to 
cover day trip foot-passenger peaks and could 
also connect Oban with Lochaline, Lismore 
and Tobermory.

It was noted that to enable safer berthing 
at Craignure, some extension of the existing 
structure would be required plus general 
maintenance at an estimated cost of some £10 
million. � us a more frequent, � exible and 
economical ferry service could be provided 
between Craignure and Oban for a capital cost 
of some £30-£35 million as compared with 
the circa £150 million scheme proposed by 
Transport Scotland/CMAL. � e community 
council unanimously endorsed the alternative 
proposal outlined above.

It was suggested that if large sums of money 
were available for misguided ferry terminal 
projects of the £78 million kind currently 
proposed by the powers-that-be for Mull and 
elsewhere, it would be better spent on more 
cost-e� ective ferry solutions, with the remain-
der earmarked for our struggling health and 
education services.
Roy Pedersen
Drummond Road, Inverness

Climate protection 
starts at home
I am shocked that primary school children are 
being seduced into these ‘strikes’.

Primary school children should not be 
turned into political pawns for anyone’s pet 
project. If these children are so concerned 
about the environment they could be walking 
to school rather than using mum and dad’s 
taxi service, turning o�  their mobile phones, 
tablets etc, and picking up their rubbish.

I am extremely tired of seeing sweet 
wrappers, pop cans, chewing gum, fast food 
wrappers, etc, strewn across the countryside.

It is well enough documented that plastic is 
a hazard to wildlife. Furthermore, discarded 
food waste can entice mice and rats. Climate 

protection starts at home with small steps.
Joanna Godfrey
Spean Bridge

Get community bene� t 
agreement signed up front
I have some sympathy with the views ex-
pressed by Victoria Sutherland concerning 
the needs of those who live in remote glens 
such as Glen Etive to derive some income for 
local projects from hydro developments such 
as those controversially granted permission in 
that beautiful glen.

However, there are two issues which must 
concern us. Firstly; the three developments 
which are planned on the sites designated for 
protection due to their outstanding natural 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would 

like to see published here, send it to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to The 
Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or 
hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, 

Everyone will be delighted at the news 
that a state-of-the-art CT scanner is to be 
installed in Lorn and Islands Hospital in 
Oban.

� e equipment, which is at the forefront 
of technology, is one of only two to be 
installed in Scotland, and it is hoped that 
once it is up and running – expected to 
be in June – it will bene� t many patients, 
saving them having to travel to Glasgow 
for appointments.

� is should take a layer of travel and 
worry away from many patients, not least 
the elderly and those living on the islands.

As David Entwistle, the chairman of 
Oban Hospice board said: ‘� is is great 
news for this part of the world and our 
small hospital. � e trek to Glasgow for 
scans is the last thing that some people 
need when they are feeling unwell and 
anxious.

‘Hopefully the new scanner will allow 
for a quicker response and understanding 
of various medical issues, and provide 
appropriate treatments.’

While not wanting to rain on anyone’s 
parade, let’s hope there are no issues with 
ensuring quali� ed sta�  are available to 
operate the technology, and that it will not 
lie there unable to be used.

New scanner is 
good news for 
Oban and Lorn

Don’t miss the deadline 
for Bonnie Babies
Families have just a few more days to 
enter their gorgeous tots into our Bonnie 
Babies 2019 competition.

While a lot of fun, the competition 
will also see the winner taking home a 
whopping £500!  

� e mother of last year’s winner spoke 
to us this week, and her youngster is still 
enjoying all the attention his win brought 
him! So don’t miss out, enter today!
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Chan � acas a leithid riamh 
thar ceud is ceathrad bli-
adhna de dh’� arpais Cuach 
Chalcutta, agus ann am 
beachd mhòran de luchd-am-
hairc rugbaidh bha an geama 
seo cho inntinneach,   bro-
snachail, ri farpais eadar-nài-
seanta air am bheil cuimhne! 
Agus mo nàire mhòr chaill 
mise a’ mhòr-chuid dheth!

Cha b’ ann air sgàth dìth 
cothroim, oir cha robh dad a 
dhleastanas eile an urra rium 
nuair a bha e air an teleb-
hisean, ‘s e bu choireach ach 
gun do thrèig mi an sgioba le 
dìth creideis annta. � òisich 
mi gan coimhead ceart gu 
leòr ach nuair a chunnaic mi 
sgioba Shasainn a’ dèanamh 
shiobhagan den loidhne 
dìon aig Alba bho thoiseach 
cùise chuir mi mo chùl ris a’ 
gheama eagal ‘s gum fàgadh e 
airtnealach mi. 

Mu letheach-ùine chuala mi 
gun robh Alba a’ call gu dubh 
agus bha mi a’ faireachadh 
gun d’ rinn mi an co-dhùn-
adh ceart gun a bhith ag 
amharc leithid de ruaig. Ach 
‘s gun ach nas lugha na deich 
mionaidean ri dhol chuala 
mi air prògram naidheachd 
gun robh Alba agus Sasainn 
gu   bhith co-ionann! Leum 
mi gu ciontach a choimhead, 

agus abair gun tug spàirn 
nam mionaidean mu dheire-
adh sin togail dhomh � ù ‘s 
ged nach deach aig Alba air 
buannachadh. Daibhidh agus 
Goliat a-rithist, agus dùthaich 
bheag a’ cumail ceann cru-
aidh a’ mhaide ris an nàbaidh 
mhòr! Abair moit!

Abair tàmailt, agus nàra-
chadh, dhòmhsa nach do 
nochd de chreideas ann an 
riochdairean mo dhùthcha ‘s 
gun robh mi deònach cumail 
gan coimhead agus taic a 
nochdadh dhaibh. 

Chan e leisgeul susbainteach 
e idir ach a rèir choltais bha 
mòran den aon bheachd rium 
� ìn nach d’ rachadh aig 
Alba air a’ chùis a dhèanamh 
air sgioba Shasainn, agus 
‘s neònach mura bi daoine 
a’ meòrachadh fad iomadh 
bliadhna air dè ann an 
da-rìribh a chaidh a ràdh 
ri cluicheadairean Alba aig 
leth-ùine a thug a leithid de 
ghrad atharrachadh air an 
cuid cluiche agus spiorad 
nuair a nochd iad san dàrna 
leth. Gura mise a bha a’ 
miannachadh gun robh mi 
an cuideachd luchd-taice 
Alba aig Twickenham gus 
a’ ghleadhraich iongantach 
ud a chluinntinn beò, agus 
� aireachadh.  

� ug cluicheadairean Alba 
togail dhan dùthaich gu lèir 
Disathairne seo chaidh le 
dealas agus dìorrasachd a 
choisinn spèis luchd-amhairc 
bho gach taobh den � arpais, 
agus gum meal iad an naid-
heachd air Cuach Chalcutta a 
ghleidheadh ann an Alba ged 
nach deach aca air an geama 
a bhuinnig gu h-iomlan. Agus 
aig deireadh cùise nach bu 
taitneach gach sgioba � aicinn 
a’ crathadh làimhe le chèile, 
agus càirdeas a’ leantainn 
beartas spàirne na farpais.

Feasgar Dhihaoine seo 
chaidh dh’� àg luchd-
èisteachd cèilidh bhliadhnail 
Chomunn Gàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis is iad làn molaidh air 
fìor dheagh chuirm, agus le 
mothachadh misneachail air 
a’ bheartas iongantach a th’ 
againn ann an saoghal nan 
ealain Ghàidhlig.

Scotland’s second-half per-
formance in the Calcutta Cup 
match was truly inspirational, 
and both teams deserve praise 
not least for the pleasing ex-
ample of friendly handshakes 
at the end of a gruelling 
competition!

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

beauty and which have been speci� cally chal-
lenged by Councillor Andrew Baxter should 
not be permitted. What is the point of the 
creation of such ‘protected areas’ if they are 
not to be protected?

Secondly, there is the vexed question of the 
community bene� t payments which Mrs 
Sutherland correctly identi� es as important 
to the community. My problem with these 
payments is that the Scottish Government in 
its wisdom, decided that rather than make 
them mandatory, they would be optional. It’s 
almost inconceivable that any commercial 
enterprise would adopt such a naïve policy but 
our government somehow concluded that it 
would su�  ce for our communities.

I have personal experience of the iniquity 
visited upon a small rural community by 
this policy. As a former secretary of Sunart 

Community Council, it was my job to pursue 
estate owners for community bene� t agree-
ments when they had been given permission 
(usually with the support of the community 
council) for hydro schemes.

With the support of Highland Council, I 
sent several requests to the owners of three 
estates (Conaglen, Carnoch and Laudale) and 
had a number of telephone conversations, but 
they all continued to insist that they were not 
obligated by law to o� er any agreement.

� ese negotiations were going on at the 
same time as the community council cycle 
was ending and I had already decided not to 
o� er myself for re-election. I advised the new 
council to pursue these estates in an attempt 
to get what most believed the community was 
entitled to, but sadly the new council failed to 
pursue the matter and the Sunart community 
has lost out on a considerable amount of 
money.

My advice to Mrs Sutherland would be to 
get the community bene� t agreement signed 
upfront.
Alan � omson
Strontian

Hydro schemes not the only 
‘means of survival’
I write in response to Victoria Sutherland’s 
recent letter.  She writes eloquently of the 
many problems faced by small communities 
in the Highlands, which we do not doubt, and 
states that soon there will be no-one le� , ‘if 
you deprive these remote areas of schemes that 
could provide the means to their survival’. 

What she fails to mention is that four 
schemes have already been approved for the 
glen, which will provide more than enough 
energy and subsidy windfall for the area. It is 
a shame for the residents that they have been 
o� ered a pitiful one  per cent of the expected 
revenue by the absentee landowner and de-
veloper, and I would respectfully suggest they 
take this up with them. 

� ere are other ways of bringing � nancial 
bene� ts to the region, such as � ghting for 
National Park status. 

I worry that the more construction is 
allowed, and the more scars are le�  across 
open hillsides (as has happened all over the 
Highlands), the further away this aspiration 
will be.
Richard Bannister, 
Save Glen Etive campaign group

Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or 
in High Street, Fort William. This week’s 
photograph was taken from Pulpit Hill 
by William Chalmers of Falkirk.
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As part of Fairtrade Fortnight, 
Kilchattan Church on the Isle 
of Luing held a Big Brew Co� ee 
Morning on Saturday March 2.

� ere was a great turnout and 
more than £175 was raised for 
Traidcra�  Exchange – a charity that 
helps farmers and their families in 
developing countries to live better 
lives.

� e organisers thanked all the 
bakers, helpers and supporters who 
helped celebrate Traidcra� ’s 40th 
birthday.

� e AGM of the Mull Museum will 
be held today (� ursday March 
21) at 7.30pm in the museum on 
Tobermory.

� e annual Oban High School Pipe 
Band and Friends Concert will take 
place today (� ursday March 21) in 
the Corran Halls.

� e event will start at 7.30pm and 
tickets can be bought from the high 
school o�  ce and at the Music Shop 
on Argyll Square, Oban.

Tickets cost £10 for an adult and £6 
for under-16s and concessions, how-
ever, a family ticket – two adults and 
two children – can be purchased for 
£25.

A 19-year-old islander has become 
the director of the Isle of Gigha 
Heritage Trust (IGHT) – an 
organisation with multi-million 
pound assets.

Brandon Clements, who re-
turned to Gigha to work on one of 
the two fish farms, is on a mission 
to persuade others of a similar age 
to build their lives on Gigha to 
counter its ageing profile.

The IGHT completed the com-
munity buyout of the island in 
2002.

In the 18th century around 700 
people lived on the island but that 
dropped to around 100 by the end 

of the 20th century. 
Within four years of the buyout 

the population had increased 
by more than 50 per cent to 151, 
reversing 300 years of decline.

However, more than half of the 
150 residents are now over 50, and 
21 of them are over 70.

Brandon left the island to study 
in Glasgow, however, returned to 
save some money.

‘It got me thinking about all the 
people my age who think they have 
to leave the island and leave Argyll 
to find a better job or house, or 
meet other people,’ he said.

‘I decided to join the Gigha Board 
to see what we can do to keep some 
of my age group on the island, or 
persuade other young people to 
return or come here.’

Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara has championed the Ulva 
community buy-out at a reception 
in Westminster.

He praised the Scottish 
Government and the communities 
of Mull and Ulva for the work they 
have done to bring Ulva into com-
munity ownership.

� e reception was well attended, 
with many people from Ulva, Mull 
and Iona traveling overnight to 
London to join representatives of 
the Australian High Commission, 
the Scottish Government, the 
Scottish Land Fund and the 
Macquarie Group, which supported 
the purchase as well as several MPs.

In a very personal and sometimes 

emotional address to the meeting, 
Rebecca Munro, a long-time resi-
dent of Ulva, told of what buying 
the island meant for her and her 
family: ‘� e whole process has been 
truly life changing for us, and I can 
never express how grateful I am to 
everyone involved in making this 
happen.   Land reform legislation 
o� ers communities the opportunity 
to turn around decades of economic 
and social decline.’

Mr O’Hara said: ‘I fully support 
their ambitious plans to regenerate 
the local economy and ultimately 
repopulate the island again.’

Two politicians have voiced their 
concern a� er constituents expe-

rienced delays or di�  culties with 
scoping appointments within NHS 
Western Isles.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP 
Alasdair Allan said people have 
been experiencing too much of a 
wait for endoscopy or colonoscopy 
appointments.

Both Western Isles Hospital and 
Ospadal Uibhist agus Bharraigh 
were unable to host scoping ap-
pointments for the latter part of last 
year due to technical issues with the 
equipment.

While scoping services are now 
being carried out again at both 
hospitals, many patients are still 
waiting for appointments.

Barra has bene� ted from £10,891 
over the last 18 months thanks to 
funding from the Western Isles 
Lottery and the people who play it.

Proceeds from the lottery are giv-
en to Barra and Vatersay Ltd, which 
then distributes the money to good 
causes.

A � rst priority for the organisation 
was getting the Christmas festive 
lighting back up and running.

Other charitable causes that have 
bene� ted are: provision of a public 
laptop, the Northbay Play Park 
upgrades, Barra’s Women’s Day, 
replacement of � ags at the war 
memorial, and £1,000 will be used 
to fund summer plant pots.

In addition to the money raised 
for a variety of projects, Barra 
supporters have also been lucky in 
the lottery’s weekly draws, having 
shared out a total of £2,791.87 in 
prize winnings since its launch.
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Quartet are in the swim for diabetes

Four Oban ladies – Carrie Craik, 
Joanie Garvin, Laura McKay and 
Anna Garvin (not pictured) – are 
undertaking a sponsored swim 
until April 2019 to raise money 
for Type 1 Diabetes and the 

Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Fund (JDRF). Laura said: ‘We’re 
totally thrilled with the support 
we’ve received so far towards 
our swim, and already more 
than £1,500 has been raised 

for JDRF, a cause very close to 
our hearts.’ Donations for the 
sponsored swim can be made 
through Laura’s fundraising 
page at https://www.justgiving.
com.

Barra bene� ted from more than 
£10,000 from the local lottery.
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Let’s all help the RNLI
We reported last week on a brilliant idea to 
raise funds for the RNLI, which plays such a 
vital role in our area.

It is called Betty’s Pots a� er the late Betty 
Frith from Hertford, and involves people 
collecting 5p coins in mini jam jars.

Oban fundraisers Phil Hamerton and 
Alison Rennie, with help from others, have 
collected more than 400 pots so far but 
have put out an SOS for more so they can be 
re-labelled and put to good use.

� ey go live on April 1 and it is anticipated 
that it will be a long-running campaign. 
Among the town’s businesses which have 
already got on board are � e Little Potting 
Shed, Costa, Atlantis Leisure Centre and 
CGL o�  ce supplies.

Full jars can also be taken along to 
the RNLI station to be emptied said Mr 
Hamerton, who added it is also a good way 
to recycle.

Betty’s Pots have already helped Durham 
RNLI branch raise more than £85,000 in 
just over three years.

At � e Oban Times we have already 
started collecting the 5ps in the wee jars, 
with everyone happy to donate their spare 
change. 

No one will miss the occasional 5p but it 
is amazing how quickly the collected coins 
mount up.

Our lifeboats are crucial to maritime areas 
such as this and deserve the widest support. 
I would urge everyone to get behind the 
e� ort and start to donate.

Praise for council
Credit where it’s due, I must tip my tile to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

I complained last week about the litter 
problem in Gibraltar Street in Oban, near 
Bossards and Cafe Harris.

On the day of publication, however, a 
member of the cleansing sta�  was busily 
clearing up the mess in the area and making 
it look much tidier.

It is an important part of the town and 
much used by people walking between the 
town centre and Lochavullin Retail Park, so 
well done to the council for addressing the 
problem.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Royal British Legion Scotland’s annual book sale raised more than £500 on Seil. The event at Seil 
Island Hall made £504.16 from the sale of books, refreshments and a ra�  e. Branch secretary 
Jean Alexander said: ‘Thank you to everyone who supported this event to help the veterans 
whom we support.’

Seil book sale helps support veterans

Tobermory pipe band spices up fundraiser
It was a packed Aros Hall on 
Saturday March 2 for a curry 
night fundraiser for Tobermory 
High School Pipe Band. 

A magni� cent three-course 
spread of starters, curries and 
desserts was laid on.

� e event was a great e� ort 
and congratulations and a huge 
thank you go to the many people 
who prepared, cooked and gave 
of their time in this, and all 
those who tastefully decorated 
the hall, as well as the many who 
donated so many lovely ra�  e 
prizes.

A� er the meal, Pipe Major 
Calum MacLean and the pipe 
band gave a number of stirring 
selections. 

It was fantastic to see the stage 
and the front of the hall � lled 
with the large turnout of pipers 
and drummers, seeing how far 
the band has come. 

Pipers on the night, resplend-
ent in their uniforms, also 
showed their versatility by 
waiting at tables.

It was heartening to see the 
turnout on the night. 

All those involved with the 

band are grateful for the marvel-
lous support they receive from 
the community.

March 10 saw the band com-
peting at the Scottish Schools 
Championships in Livingston. 

� is year a number of young 
members made their debut with 
the band. 

Again a special thank you was 
made to everyone who gave their 
time to travel with the young 
people to make it all possible.

It has been a busy but produc-
tive couple of weeks for everyone 
involved with the band.

Fiddlers play 
happy returns to 
90-year-old Pat

Oban � ddle-maker and repairer 
Pat Murphy has celebrated his 
90th birthday. Mr Murphy, who is 
one of Oban and Lorn Strathspey 
and Reel Society’s longest 
serving members, marked the 
occasion with friends from the 
group who had secretly been 
practising a set of tunes written 
some years ago for him called 
Pat Murphy Oban Fiddle Maker.  
A rendition of happy birthday 
followed with cake made by 
fellow member Eleanor Wilson.
The society has its 75th consec-
utive � ddlers’ rally concert next 
month and Pat will have played in 
53 of them.
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OUTDOORS
Mountain safety 
reminder after 
Ben Nevis tragedy
Following the tragic news of fatalities 
resulting from an avalanche on 
Ben Nevis last week, mountain 
safety experts have issued a reminder to 
walkers, climbers and skiers to pay close 
attention to avalanche and weather 
forecasts.

Winter is a particularly attractive sea-
son to many, with snow and ice adding 
an extra dimension to their activities, 
but this winter has been frustrating for 
outdoor enthusiasts, with unseasonably 
warm conditions in February.

Winter has now come back with a 
vengeance, but the sudden and heavy 
snowfall, combined with lower temper-
atures and high winds, produced snow 
conditions that can � uctuate rapidly, as 
well as rapid changes between hostile 
and benign weather.

The Scottish Avalanche Information 
Service (SAIS) recorded � ve avalanches 
in the West Highlands in 48 hours last 
week, highlighting the unstable nature 
of the snowpack.

Heather Morning, safety adviser 
with Mountaineering Scotland, said: 
‘Mountain conditions in February were 
unusually mild, resulting in the majority 
of the mountains being snow free.

‘However, winter has very much 
returned. When you’re heading up 
into the hills, whether it’s for walking, 
climbing or skiing, it’s essential not only 
that you check the avalanche forecast 
but also that you understand what it’s 
saying. Di� erent slopes on the same 
hill may have completely di� erent 
snow conditions. A careful study of the 
mountain weather forecast is also an 
essential part of your planning, and your 
planned route should be � nalised with 
that forecast in mind.’

Avalanche forecasts and explanations 
of them are at www.sais.gov.uk. 
Weather forecasts can be found at 
www.mwis.org.uk.

Young people shape 
national park future

Sta�  from Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park with the group of young people 
taking part in the weekend’s activities.

Twelve young people took part in a youth 
residential event hosted by Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National Park Authority to look 
back and celebrate the Year of Young People 
2018 and plan future events.

� e group, aged between 11 and 22, packed 
their bags and headed to Rowardennan Youth 
Hostel on Friday March 8 to take part in the 
� rst youth residential organised by the nation-
al park authority.

� e three-day event was created to celebrate 
the range of initiatives and events the park 
authority held during last year’s Year of Young 
People and also as an opportunity to allow 
the young people attending to share their 

views on what else can be done in the future 
to encourage more young people to enjoy 
everything the national park has to o� er.

� e group of young people who took part in 
the event are all members of the national park 
authority’s youth committee, junior rangers 
or young volunteering programme.

However, this is the � rst time the groups 
have worked together to plan for the future 
and share thoughts and ideas.

� e Youth Committee and Young 
Volunteering programme were speci� cally 
created to coincide with the Year of Young 
People to support young people to get out and 
experience the national park and gain skills 
they can take with them into their everyday 
lives and beyond.

As well as planning future events, the group 
also took part in a range of activities including 
a team challenge to build a shelter, working 
with National Trust for Scotland Rangers at 
Ben Lomond to remove invasive rhododen-
drons and a night of star-gazing.

Catriona Manders, 12, from McLaren High 
School in Callander, who is a member of the 
national park youth committee and a junior 
ranger, said: ‘I’ve had the opportunity to do 
things I never thought I could do. Being able 
to have our say in the changes to where we 
live is so important as young people in the 
national park.’

� e event was made possible thanks to 
support from Forest Holidays. As part of a 
partnership with the UK’s National Parks, 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National 
Park is one of three pilot national parks to 
bene� t from a £5,000 contribution from Forest 
Holidays towards education work speci� cally 
for young people. Hostelling Scotland also 
supported the event by o� ering Rowardennan 
Youth Hostel as a venue.

Charlotte Wallace, volunteer, engagement 
and programme manager at Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National Park, said: ‘We 
were absolutely thrilled to be able to host our 
� rst youth residential to celebrate our achieve-
ments from the Year of Young People 2018.

‘Importantly, though, this is a fantastic op-
portunity, set in the outdoors, to hear directly 
from the young people who participated in the 
events of last year.’

Increasing opportunities for young people 
to engage with nature and enjoy the great 
outdoors is one of the key aims of the national 
park partnership plan. For further infor-
mation on Loch Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park Authority education materials 
and programmes visit www.lochlomond-tros-
sachs.org/learning.

‘I’ve had the opportunity to 
do things I never thought I 
could do. Having a say on the 
changes is so important.’
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LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 

Sunday March 24:
River Creran to Glen Ure and 
Elleric, Glen Creran
A walk in the broad strath of 
lower Glen Creran and, in complete 
contrast, an ascent on an easy track 
up the narrow de� le of neighbour-
ing Glen Ure, above its spectacular 
gorge set between steep rocky 
slopes.

Start from the road bridge over 
River Creran estuary at the head of 
Loch Creran, NN007460.

Limited o� -road parking is 
available in the vicinity. Head SE for 
400m then turn onto a track that 
leads NE beside or near the river, 
past Taraphocain and Loch Baile 
Mhic Challein. A small island o�  the 
opposite shore is thought to be a 
Crannog. 

Continue NE to the junction and 
bridge at the foot of Glen Ure. Take 
the right fork and follow the track 
into Glen Ure, soon climbing up 
a steady gradient with views into 
the gorge. The track disappears at 
Airigh nan Lochan. Return down 
the track and turn N over the bridge 
to Glenure. Follow the estate road 
to the CP at Elleric at the end of the 
public road, NN036488. Transport 
required 11mins from start.

Distance: 15km; height to climb: 
250m; map(s): LR50, EX384. Meet 
at N Ballachulish school at 9.45am 
or Longsdale CP, Oban, at 9.55am 
for start of walk at 10.30am. Leader:  
Ronnie Forbes 01866 822 611.

Thursday March 28:
Ben Lui by Stob Garbh, Dalrigh
One of the � nest hills in the 
Highlands, alpine in character with 
its NE facing corrie holding snow 
well into the spring. 

Start from the CP o�  the A82 at 

Dalrigh, NN344291. Head W on a 
track, pass under the railway and 
continue to Cononish. The track 
continues W for a further 2.5Km, 
ending at the Allt an Rund.

Cross the burn and head SW up 
into Coire Gaothach on a path 
on the NW side of the Allt Coire 
Gaothach. At 650m alt, NN273267, 
turn NW and climb up the nose of 
the spur of Stob Garbh. A zig-zag 
path may be found. The spur 
narrows to a ridge which becomes 
steeper until it reaches the cairn on 
the NW Top of Ben Lui, 1,127m. The 
main summit, 1,130m lies 130m SE 
along a level ridge. Return to the 
cairn and descend the NW ridge to 
about 980m alt, then curve W down 
the fall-line to the edge of a conifer 
plantation at NN250269. Follow the 
forest path NW down to cross the 
Eas Daimh. Follow the burn W to 
pass under the railway to the bank 
of the River Lochy. Ford the river 
and follow the path to the CP at 
NN239278. Transport required 12Km 
from start.

Distance: 14km; height to climb: 
990m; map(s): LR50, EX377. Meet at 
Longsdale CP, Oban, at 8.25am or 
Glencoe village car park at 8.40am 
for start of walk at 9.30am. Leader: 
Andrew Gilbert 07808 924722.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would 
like to go out on the walk please 
contact club secretary Suzanne 
Theobald on 01397 701783 or email 
enquiries@nevishillwalking.club.

Saturday March 23:
Four Munros, Pass of Drumochter 
In a change from the usual routes, 
this Saturday sees hikers being 
invited to choose whether or not to 
do one, two, three or four Munros. 
Distances vary according to how 
many Munros are attempted, 
with the height to climb varying 
accordingly. The Oban Times does 
not have su�  cient room here to 
publish all the information but full 
details are on the club’s website 
(see address above).

Suggested and coordinated by 
Andrew Gilbert.

Women foresters urged to promote the sector
A campaign is being launched to 
encourage women who work in 
forestry – including management 
and conservation, science, research 
and arboriculture – to tell the world 
what they do and encourage others 
to take it up as a career.

� e Institute of Chartered 
Foresters (ICF), the professional 
body for foresters and arboricul-
turists in the UK, is following up 
its successful #ILookLikeAForester 
social media drive from 2018 to tie 
in with International Women’s Day 
earlier this month.

Women from around the world 
are being encouraged to take 
part using #ILookLikeAForester 
and @� eICF, as well as 
#BalanceforBetter, the theme of 
this year’s International Women’s 
Day. � ey are asked to tweet photos 
of themselves at work with the 
aim of showing that forestry and 
arboriculture is for everyone.

Shireen Chambers, ICF’s exec-
utive director, said: ‘Women have 
played an important role in man-
aging trees and forests for decades 
and we want to celebrate their role 
and their professionalism. 

‘We also want to encourage 
everyone to see forestry as a career 
as trees have such an important role 
in our lives today from the products 
we use to helping to combat climate 
change.

‘Modern forestry is a hi-tech 
sector and is so much more than 
traditional woodland management. 

‘Science is vital now to help us 
understand how we can look a� er 
forests and there is a stronger focus 
on urban woods and trees in cities.

‘We want more people participat-
ing in this dynamic and growing 
sector and we want them to talk 
about it, to show everyone what 
they do and what can be achieved.’

Women intending to take part in 

this year’s campaign say there are a 
range of opportunities.

Sasha Laing, regulations and 
development manager at Forestry 
Commission Scotland, has turned 
her hobby into her career. She wants 
to encourage more people from a 
variety of backgrounds to take up 
forestry as a career and believes 
that professionalism and being a 
member of the ICF can help.

‘I love the variety and � exibility 
as no two days are ever the same. 
I work outdoors and inside, for 
the public, private and third 
sectors and in both technical and 
non-technical � elds,’ she said.

‘One day I could be presenting 
to a community group interested 
in owning or managing their local 
woodland, the next working with 
stakeholders or looking at local 
development planning. I have been 
incredibly fortunate to build a 
career around a hobby,’ she added.

Sasha Laing, inset, says she loves the variety of working in the forestry industry.
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Lorn vintage ploughing 
match is back on track
Lorn vintage ploughing 
match is making a come-back 
this year.

Up to 20 entries are expect-
ed for the match on Saturday 
March 30 at Dalvuie Farm, 
Ledaig.

� ere will be plenty of 
car parking at the old sand 
pit near Oban Airport for 
spectators and donations 
from the event will all go to 
Argyll Beats Cardiovascular 
Disease, a charity set up by a 
group of volunteers in 2000.

Over the years the plough-
ing match has raised about 
£10,000 for the charity’s work 
and organisers hope to add 
more this time.

� e match starts at 10am and 
will go on until 4pm with vin-
tage tractors ploughing small 
plots in a number of classes 
including trailing plough.

Entries are expected to 
come from far and wide 
including the east coast and 
Central Belt, with the main 
contingent usually travelling 
from the Fife area and some 
coming from Lanark, said 
one of the organisers. John 
MacCormick of Oban.

‘Getting entries has never 

been a problem, it’s � nding 
a � eld that can be di�  cult,’ 
added Mr MacCormick.

Last year’s ploughing match 
was not able to go ahead. � e 
wet weather can also be a 
factor. But it is all systems go 
for this year and organisers 
are keeping � ngers crossed 
for a dry spell in the run up to 
match day.

� e vintage event started 
in 2000 for the Millennium 
celebrations just as a one-o�  
but popular demand wanted 
it to become an annual event.

However, a Foot and Mouth 

disease outbreak  put a stop 
to it being held in 2001 but 
since then it has been held 
almost every year, said Mr 
MacCormick.

‘We’re always looking for 
more volunteers to help or-
ganise the match or come and 
help on the day. It’s a good 
day out for everyone and 
keeps the old traditions alive.

‘You don’t see much plough-
ing up here now even though 
there are bene� ts to be had 
on the land by doing it. � e 
biggest part of this event is to 
keep the old skills going, pass 

them down to future genera-
tions and to get more people 
attracted to farming and the 
countryside.’

� is year’s event is being 
sponsored by D & J Campbell 
haulage from North Connel.

‘We also want to thank all 
the farmers who have sup-
ported us with � elds over the 
years and the Nelson family 
of Achnacloish.’

To � nd out more about 
the return of Lorn Vintage 
Ploughing Match contact 
Willie Buchanan on 07768 
846612.

 
 
 
 
 
 

Lorn vintage ploughing match in action.

Market reports
United Auctions, Oban, 
Tuesday March 12: 
United Auctions held its 
annual March sale of all 
classes of cattle and sheep 
at Oban Livestock Centre.  
All classes of stock sold in 
keeping with values being 
obtained at other principal 
centres.
Principal lots and top prices 
per head:
Bullocks:
LIMx:
£850(2), £805 (2) & £780(5) 
– North Ardnaclach: £690(3) 
– 1 Knockvologan.
SIMx:
£720(5) – Ardencaple Farm.
Heifers:
LIMx:
£800 & £645(3) – North 
Ardnaclach.
SHx:
£640(3) – Invernahyle.
SIMx:
£640(3) – Ardencaple Farm.
Top prices per kilo:
Bullocks:
LIMx:
232p(5) – North Ardnaclach: 
231p(5) – 1 Knockvologan: 
229p(4) – Aird Farm.
SIMx:
233p(4) & 227p(5) – Arden-
caple Farm.
Heifers:
LIMx:
217p – 1 Knockvologan : 
211p(5) – Aird Farm.
SIMx:
202p(4) – Ardencaple Farm.

Hoggs:
SUFFx:
£70 – Torbhlaren: £55 – 
Homestead.
TEXx:
£89 – Barcaldine HF: £51 – 
Aird Farm: £48 – Ardachy.
CHEVx:
£52 – Pennygown: £42 – 
Ardnamurchan Estate.
CROSS
£62 – Pennygown: £62 – 
Torbhlaren: £56 – Daltote: 
£47 – Pennygown: £44 
– Daltote.
BF
£46 – Stroneskar: £46 – 
Achalic : £43 – Kiel Farm.
Ewes:
TEXx:
£69 – Barcaldine HF: £50 & 
£47 – Dunach Estate.
CHEVx:
£50 – Strongorm.
CROSS
£52 – Slaterich: £50 – 
Strongorm: £44 – Ardachy.
Mule:
£44 – Ardencaple Farm.
BF
£43 – Tayvallich Estate: 
£41 – Glengorm Estate: 
£36 – Ardencaple Farm: 
£35 – Scammadale Farm: 
£34 – Ardachy Farm.
Cast rams:
£70 – Kinlochlaich: 
£67 – Shenavallie: £58 – 
Balliemore: £54 – Liddesdale 
House: £51 – Glengorm 
Castle: £50 – Kinlochlaich: 
£50 – Kilbride.
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Although many of us in the West Highlands 
use our stove all year round it’s important to 
�nd time to carry out annual maintenance. 
Giving your stove regular TLC will reward 
you in the long term by prolonging its life and 
costing less in spares. Here’s what you need to 
do:

Check over your 
stove for problems. 
�e internal parts 
are most prone 
to damage. Pay 
special attention to 
the door and glass 
seals, ba�e/throat 
plate which sits 
above the �re, grate 
bars, and glass for 
cracks. Externally 
�re cement round 
the �ue pipe may 
require replacing if 
it has disintegrated 
over time.

Clean your stove 
inside. If you burn 
wood, retain at least 
an inch of ash to 
cover the grate bars. Wood and peat should 
be burnt on an ash bed so don’t remove your 
ash daily as this traps embers which hold 
the ‘heart’ of the �re in place and also helps 
protect the grate bars. Clear any debris that 
may have settled on top of the ba�e plate as 
this can prevent heat from dissipating properly 
causing it to buckle. Replace �re-bricks if they 
are badly worn or disintegrating.

Clean the glass and external body.  
Any cracked glass should be replaced. Glass 
can be cleaned using a little ash on a damp 
piece of kitchen paper and then wiped o� with 
a clean cloth. Alternatively use a specialised 
stove-glass cleaning product. A paint scraper 
blade is useful for stubborn tarry marks. 
Regular glass cleaning helps prevent acids in 

the tar from etching 
the glass causing 
permanent damage. 
�e stove’s external 
body can be cleaned 
with a lint free cloth 
or so� shoe brush to 
wipe away dust and 
soot. Stove paint 
will revive any tired 
looking paintwork.

Clean your 
chimney and use 
the correct fuel. 
Your chimney 
should be swept at 
least once a year. 
To ensure that it is 
kept safe and clear, 
we recommend 

professional chimney cleaning. Most 
importantly, burn the correct fuel in the 
�rst place and you will avoid many common 
problems.

We can supply spare parts for the 
following stove manufacturers: Woodwarm, 
Morsø, Charnwood, Jetmaster, Rutland.  
Please call 01631 720539 for further 
information.

Caring for your stove

Cash? That will do nicely!
Half of Argyll and Bute house sales are to cash buyers.
NA h-Eileanan Siar and Argyll and Bute 
had the highest proportion of house cash 
sales of all local authority areas in 2017-18, 
where more than 50 per cent of residential 
sales were cash sales; 50.3 and 50.1 per cent 
respectively.

In 2017-18, cash sales accounted for an av-
erage 31.7 per cent of the 102,430 residential 
sales across Scotland. �is was the highest 
proportion of cash sales recorded over the 
reporting period; 10 years ago the �gure 
was 15.5 per cent (2007-08).

A total 69,983 residential sales were regis-
tered with a mortgage in 2017-18, a fall of 
44.5 per cent over 10 years.

�e latest Monthly House Price Index, for 
December 2018, has been published by the 
Registers of Scotland and the volume of 
sales is down but prices are up.

�e average price of a property in Scotland 
in December 2018 was £148,711 – an in-
crease of 2.4 per cent on December in the 
previous year and a decrease of 0.9 per cent 
when compared to the previous month. 
�is compares to a UK average of £230,776, 

which was an increase of 2.5 per cent on 
December in the previous year and an 
increase of 0.2 per cent when compared to 
the previous month.

 ‘Average prices in Scotland continued 
their upward trend in December with an 
increase of 2.4 per cent when compared to 
December 2017. While the average price has 
increased each month since March 2016, 
when compared with the same month of 
the previous year, the trend in sales volume 
has not been as positive,’ said Janet Egdell, 
Registers of Scotland operations director 
and accountable o�cer.

‘�e volume of residential sales in Scotland 
increased in October, but has decreased in 
most months since November 2017, when 
compared with the same month of the 
previous year. �is downward trend is also 
re�ected in the cumulative volume of sales 
for Scotland for the �nancial year to date. 

‘From April to October 2018, the cumulative 
sales volume was 63,033. �is is a decrease 
of 2.5 per cent on the equivalent year to 
date position in the previous �nancial year 
2017/18.’



Larchwood, Kilduskland Rd, Ardrishaig
3 BED DETACHED VILLA

Ladyfield Farm, Glen Aray, Inveraray
7 ACRES OF LAND

Waternish, The Bay, Strachur
5 BED DETACHED VILLA

Offers Over £220,000 Offers Over £220,000 Guide Price £399,995

• Loch views
• Oil central heating
• Conservatory
• Double glazing
• Driveway

• Approx 150 sq.m of living space
• Surveyed at £240,000
• Home report all 1’s
• Bespoke design
• High speed broadband

• Approx 7 acres
• Private rural setting
• Services on site
• Full planning in place for 2 styles 

of home
• 10 minutes to town
• Stunning views

• Stone stable bock
• Agricultural reg in place for 

livestock
• Rare opportunity
• On site static accommodation 

included if required

• Home report all 1’s
• 270 sq.m of living space
• Stunning loch views
• Mooring close by
• Completed 2016

• Off street parking
• Multi fuel stove central heating
• EPC rating C
• Surveyed at £400,000
• Sundeck with glass balustrade

Bespoke family home with elevated views of Loch Fyne located 
close to all the towns amenities and the Crinan Canal. Large 
open plan first floor lounge/family room, kitchen/diner, utility 
room, 3 bedrooms, en suite, family bathroom and conservatory. 
The property further benefits from oil central heating, off street 
parking, double glazing, excellent storage throughout, patio 
and BBQ areas. High speed broadband 4G reception and digi-
tal television are available.   

A rare sale of approximately 7 acres of land with planning permission in place 
for 2 different styles and budget of property. Planning ref 16/00267/PP and 
18/01415/P. Visit Argyll and Bute planning or email for full details. Derelict 2 
bed stone built cottage now demolished and site cleared. The site benefits 
from a large stone built stable/barn (prime for conversion (subject to usual 
consents and planning permission)). Entry is by a private track over newly 
upgraded and widened bridge, with paddock for horses or livestock, large 
hard standing and pond. Agricultural registration completed for livestock.   

Spacious, bespoke family home on the banks of Loch Fyne. Finished to a 
high standard throughout combined with a stunning elevated location afford-
ing fantastic views of the loch and surrounding countryside. The village of 
Strachur is ideally located for those looking for a rural lifestyle yet not too 
far away from local amenities and essential services. Nearby pontoon and 
sailing club have added to the thriving local community. The flexible accom-
modation could be formed to create a separate ground floor annex if desired. 
Open plan lounge with dining space, 2nd lounge, breakfasting kitchen, utility 
room, 5 king size bedrooms, 3 with en suite, family bathroom. 
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Leacan Dubha, 
Invergarry, PH35 4HR

Price Guide: £550,000

•  Superior Detached Villa with 
Outstanding Loch Views

•  Idyllic Rural Locati on
•  In Excellent Order
•  Lounge. Modern Kitchen/

Diner
•  Dining Room. Sunroom
•  5 Bedrooms (4 En-Suite)
•  Cloakroom. Uti lity. Study
•  Double Glazed & Dual Fuel 

Central Heati ng

•  Extensive Grounds totalling 
around 26 Acres

•  Spacious Garden with 
Elevated Decking Areas & 
Cedar Hot Tub

•  Garage and Ample Private 
Parking

•  EPC Rati ng: D 57
UNDER OFFER IN 8 
DAYS!

Development Land, River View Park, 
Spean Bridge, PH34 4EU
•  Stunning Mountain Views
•  Prime Development 

Opportunity
•  Desirable Village Locati on
•  Full Planning Permission for 

9 Properti es and a 
Retail Unit

•  Around 1.1035 ha / 2.72 
acres

•  Services available for 
Connecti on Close by

An opportunity has arisen to purchase 
development land, River View Park, 
located in the heart of Spean Bridge 
with views towards the River Spean 
and the Grey Corrie mountains. 
The land, which has Full Planning 
Permission for a development of 
9 properti es and a retail unit, extends 
to around 1.1035 ha/ 2.72 acres.

River View Park is located directly 
across from the highly regarded Spean 
Bridge Primary School and is only a short walk to the local faciliti es. Spean Bridge is a 
very desirable locati on off ering a wide range of ameniti es for a village, including a local 
Spar shop, hotels, cafes, bistro, restaurant and golf course. The village connects to the 
rest of The Highlands through its own train stati on, bus links and main “A” road.

Tigh Na Geal, Kingie, By Invergarry, 
PH35 4HS
•  Charming Detached Cott age
•  Stunning Countryside Views
•  In Very Good Order
•  Lounge/Diner
•  Kitchen
•  3 Bedrooms
•  Bathroom
•  Double Glazing
•  Oil Fired Central Heati ng
•  Garden
•  Wooden Garage
•  EPC Rati ng: E 51

Enjoying an idyllic rural locati on with uninterrupted views over Kingie Pool to the 
surrounding hills and countryside, the subjects of sale form a decepti vely spacious, 
wooden cott age. In very good order throughout, Tigh Na Geal off ers comfortable 
accommodati on in a convenient layout. The property benefi ts from oil fi red central 
heati ng and double glazing, while the bright lounge/diner features a most att racti ve 
wood-burning stove.

The property is situated within the small hamlet of Kingie, forming one of a cluster of 
cott ages in this remote part of the West Highlands. The nearest main village is Invergarry, 
some 15 miles distant, which off ers a range of local ameniti es (Primary School, Filling 
Stati on/shop, Post Offi  ce, Hotel and Community Hall) and Fort Augustus (with its 
Secondary School) is just 7 miles further. Fort William is some 40 miles to the south, 
while the Highland capital city of Inverness is approx 60 miles to the north-east. The area 
provides opportuniti es for access to an abundance of outdoor acti viti es and an ideal base 
to explore the West Highlands, or is simply an ideal retreat to ‘get away from it all’.

Sealladh Na Coille, Achnabobane, 
Spean Bridge, PH34 4EX

27 Main Street, Tobermory, 
Isle of Mull, PA75 6NU

Price Guide £395,000

Price Guide: £475,000

•  Superior Detached Villa with 
Panoramic Mountain Views

•  In Immaculate Order
•  Lounge. Dining Room.
•  Kitchen/Diner
•  Master Bedroom Suite 

with Dressing Room & 
En-Suite Shower Room

•  4 Further Bedrooms 
(1 En-Suite)

•  Bathroom. Shower Wet 
Room

•  Fully Double Glazed & Oil 
Fired Underfl oor Heati ng

•  Spacious Garden
•  Summer House
•  Detached Double Garage
•  EPC Rati ng: C 71

•  Imposing Period 
Property with Substanti al 
Adjoining Annexe

•  Idyllic Coastal Positi on 
with Stunning Views

•  Superb Business 
Opportunity

•  Excellent Revenue 
Potenti al

•  Recently Refurbished & 
Upgraded with Premium 
Fixtures

•  Many Original Features
•  10 Bedrooms in Total
•  Double Glazing & Oil 

Fired Central Heati ng
•  EPC Rati ng: E 47

7E Quarry Road, Oban, 
PA34 4DP

Price Guide £85,000

•  Att racti ve Top Floor 
Apartment

•  Convenient Locati on
•  In Very Good Order
•  Lounge
•  Kitchen

•  Double Bedroom
•  Bathroom
•  LPG Central Heati ng
•  Double Glazing
•  Shared Garden
•  EPC Rati ng: D 63

Price On Applicati on Price Guide: £125,000

MacPhee & Partners
S O L I C I T O R S  A N D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S

Fort William: 01397 702 200  Oban & Tiree: 01631 565 251   

www.macphee.co.uk
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MacPhee & Partners
S O L I C I T O R S  A N D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S

www.macphee.co.uk

FREE
VALUATION
01631 565251
01397 70 2200
property@macphee.co.uk
www.macphee.co.uk

The Market is
Moving...Are you?

‘This is the second ti me we have sold a 
house through this company. Always 

great to deal with, nothing is too much 
bother for you all.

Excellent.’

‘We were overwhelmed 
by the success of our Closing Date. 

MacPhee’s you’re the best!’

‘We were very pleased with all 
services, Estate Agents and Solicitor.’

With years of knowledge and experti se, no other Estate Agent in the region
can off er a more eff ecti ve and comprehensive service. We are your

Online... Nati onal...
and, more importantly, your Local Estate Agent!

� e Grant family, David, Judy and Penny the 
dog, have just spent a cozy � rst winter in their 
new Wee House in Contin.
‘We have only been in the house since last 
August but winter was very cosy.  � e insu-
lation in the house is very good; it is all very 
sound,’ said David.
� e couple chose gas central heating for their 
two-bedroomed cottage-style property from 
the Wee House Company, adding the bespoke 
touches of a utility room and a small o�  ce to 
keep both laundry and paperwork � rmly in 
their rightful places.
� e Grants had looked at a number of options 
for their new build, and when on his way to a 
boat jumble sale in Irvine, David decided to 
pay a quick call to the Wee House Company 
o�  ces and show home in Ayrshire.
What he saw impressed him so much that he 
and Judy came back.
� e whole concept appealed and a� er experi-
encing the Wee House Company their verdict 
is ‘delighted’.
‘Obviously there are always little things that 
you think you might have done di� erently but 
are entirely delighted and our advice would be 
if you want one - go ahead.
‘I really like the look; it looks like an old 
steading; it sits well within the village.  It looks 
right,’ said David. � ey also liked the choice of 
interior � ttings and � xtures and the choices of 
bathroom and kitchen ranges.
� e couple were also very impressed with the 
Wee House Company’s logistics; everything 

that the company said would happen did 
within the agreed timescale.
‘� e ground crew arrived and they worked in 
all weathers,’ said David.  ‘We are on the main 
road in the village so access was no problem 
and the lorries and the crane arrived on time.
‘� e logistics from the o�  ce in Ayrshire were 
fantastic.’

The Wee House Company.indd   1 14/09/2018   11:36:31

Your perfect place?
Small is defi nitely beautiful

NEW BUILD NEWS
• The average price for a 

new-build residential property 
in Scotland in 2017- 8 was 
£250,904, an increase of 24.2 
per cent in the last 10 years.

• New-build sales per annum in 
Scotland have decreased by 35.4 
per cent over the last 10 years

• 11.7 per cent (11,969 sales) of all 
residential property sales in the 
£20k to £1million price range in 
2017-18 were new builds.

• The value of the new-build 
residential property market in 
Scotland increased to £3 billion 
in 2017-18

• In 2017-18, almost a third of all 
residential properties sold in 
Scotland were located within 
one of the seven cities.

• The average house price in 
Inverness for 2017-18 was 
£163,722, the third highest 
average house price after 
Edinburgh and Aberdeen. The 
average price for 2017-18 was 
3.1 per cent up on 2016-17.

FREE
VALUATION
01631 565251
01397 70 2200
property@macphee.co.uk
www.macphee.co.uk

‘We were very pleased with all 
services, Estate Agents and Solicitor.’

If you want to sell your
property for the
BEST PRICE
this year, then choose
MacPhee & Partners.
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In spring the � rst thing we 
all want to do inside is paint, 
paint, paint – with some 
papering going on as well. 
A� er all, who wants to be 
decorating indoors during 
winter when we can’t have the 
windows wide open?

Outside, once the bulbs are in 
full bloom, we are all in the 
garden checking to see our 
favourite perennials starting 
to come through, and how 
much moss there is in the 
lawn. (Relax, it’s the West 
Highlands, everyone has 
moss in their lawns).

Every year, the � rst heady 
days of spring make us all 
want to throw the windows 
wide open, scrub, refresh, 
refurb and recycle; it’s like we 
have come out of hibernation.

Smartening up a property 
before putting it on the mar-

ket is just plain old common 
sense. 

Make sure your home is not 
only looking its best but also 
that the host of tiny jobs have 
been sorted out.  On their 
own they aren’t signi� cant 
but together, be it a dripping 
tap, a broken door handle or  
a scu�  in the plaster work, 
they all conspire to drag 
down the look and feel of the 
place.

Even if you are not planning 
to move it pays to carry out 
a ‘house audit’ in the spring; 
cast a critical eye around and 
plan your repairs and refur-
bishments for the coming 
spring and summer.

Never forget that your home 
is your family’s biggest asset 
so keeping it in excellent con-
dition makes sound � nancial 
sense.

Perhaps you’ve spent the 
winter planning a major 
improvement or extension.

Whatever you are going to 
do we can help! Just check 
out all the top trades people, 
services and suppliers who 
are advertising here with 
us – all ready to help keep 
your home looking smart, 
in a good repair and turn 
your improvement ideas into 
reality.

Estate agents are waiting for 
your calls and now is the time 
to make sure appointments 
with surveyors are booked 
and removal companies 
contacted for quotes.

So get cracking! � e housing 
market is looking good at 
the moment with plenty of 
interest in properties across 
the board so make sure your 
house is looking its best.

Are you ready to refresh, refurb  and recycle?
It is spring, time to rescue that spider from the 
paint roller tray and wish you had made a better 
job of cleaning the mower before you put it away 
last autumn

C. Hodge Fencing

01631 563271  www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Fences, gates, rails, timbers
Decking, electric fencing

See our website for 
full product catalogue
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Wake up refreshed with a 
spring in your step by updat-
ing  your bed and giving your 
bedroom a fresh new look.

Highland BlindCra�  
makes beds to order in 
the workshop above its 
large, bright showroom on 
Ardconnel Street in 
Inverness.

And it now has fantastic 
new ranges of bedroom fur-
niture too – inspired by the 
latest designs showcased at the 
Birmingham Furniture Show.

Executive manager Denise 
Clark said: ‘Your sleeping 
environment can really a� ect 
the quality of your rest. If 
you’re not sleeping well or 
waking up with aches and 
pains, then chances are you 
do need a new mattress.’

To � nd the bed that’s just 
right for you, try out the 
various choices available in 
the showroom, including 
traditional springs, pocket 
springs and memory foam.

Have a little lie down, take 

your time to relax and feel the 
true support of each mattress, 
as there are di� erent levels of 
� rmness.

� e friendly sta�  are fully 
trained in all the di� erent 
types and � llings, and are 
dedicated to � nding your 
ideal bed. Because all its 
mattresses are manufactured 
on site, you can o� en see the 
components of the bed.

A lot of our sta�  are very 
experienced and have been 
creating beds for many years. 
� ey love when some of the 
customers come to see their 
own mattress being made.

� e factory can also make 
non-standard sizes of beds 
and mattresses for almost 
every situation, including 
caravans or boats.

� ey’re not just the most 
comfortable beds you’ll ever 
sleep on – as customers are 
happy to testify on Facebook. 

� ey’re also elegantly 
stylish.

Denise said: ‘We’re working 

closely with a local textile 
manufacturer who produces 
a range of the most amazing 
wool and tweed fabrics. 
Customers can choose the 
fabric for their headboard and 
divan base – with perhaps a 
matching bespoke footstool.

‘Our beds work really well 
with our new furniture 
ranges. 

‘And to help customers 
achieve the complete look 
we have a large range of 
inspiring accessories such as 
mirrors, pictures and bedside 
lamps, luxurious pillows and 
beautiful bedspreads.’

Prices are very competitive 
and because Highland 
BlindCra� ’s beds are man-
ufactured in Inverness, they 
can guarantee delivery dates 
and ensure excellent high 
production standards and 
a� er sales service.

To � nd out more visit 
Highland BlindCra�  at 39 
Ardconnel Street or www.
highlandblindcra� .co.uk

Great night’s sleep in a Highland BlindCra�  
bed ‘hand made with a touch more care’

Highland BlindCraftAre you ready to refresh, refurb  and recycle?

Snap up 2 FREE tickets to
The Scottish 

Looking to improve your 
home in 2019?

Planning to tackle that extension or 
loft conversion?

Maybe you’ve been dreaming of 
building a secure, sustainable home 

from scratch?
Then snap up 2 FREE tickets to the 

Scottish Homebuilding & Renovating 
Show, the essential show for renova-
tors and self-builders, when it returns 

to the SEC, Glasgow on 1 – 2 June. 
Whether you are an experienced renovator or 
self-builder, or planning your � rst ever project a 
visit to the Scottish Homebuilding & Renovating 
Show will give you practical help to turn your 
plans into reality.

At the show visitors can - 

• Meet over 140 local and national specialist 
suppliers – see, touch and try 1000s of 
products.

• Get free advice from architects, designers, 
legal experts, craftspeople and self-build 
specialists and suppliers of everything from 
� ooring and roof tiles to windows, doors and 
heating systems.

• Take along plans, ideas and questions and 
get free personalised one-to-one advice 
in a 15-minute consultation with one of 
the show’s experts, architects, planners or 
builders

• Check out 22 educational masterclasses 
and 8 in-depth seminars each day o� ering 
practical answers to common questions

The show is taking place at the SEC, Glasgow 
on June 1 - 2. Opening hours: Saturday 
10am - 5pm; Sunday 10am - 4.30pm. For 
more information contact 0844 858 6754* or 
https://glasgow.homebuildingshow.co.uk

To sign up for 2 free tickets visit 
www.homebuildingshow.co.uk/pr8

* Transaction fee of £1.50 applies per transaction 
(not per ticket). Calls cost 7p per minute plus net-
work extras.

Saving based on one day door price.

2 FREE tickets
The Scottish

Looking to improve your 
home in 2019?
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West Coast PROPERTY Stress-free 
custom 

build

in partnership with Stress-free in partnership with

 T: 01292 591715 e: enquiries@theweehousecompany.co.uk
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

The Oban Times and Lochaber Times Bonnie Babies 2019 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 13th, 2015. Only one entry per child. By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent 
to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times, Lochaber Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online and in any other related competition promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. 
Poor quality photographs will not be accepted as an entry.  By sending us your photograph you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting Wyvex Media Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take 
part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.
We care about your personal information The information gathered on the entry form will be used by us to contact you regarding the competition & the photo and name to enter you into the competition. We may also email you at the close of the competition.
We will not pass on any of the information supplied by you in the entry form to any third party Wyvex Media would like to send you information on offers and promotions.

ENTER ONLINE 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of 
voting for their favourite kiddy-winks in the 
supplement. We will then break it down to 
four further rounds of top 50, 30, 20 and 
finally top 10. From the top 10, the baby with 
the most votes will be crowned The Oban 
Times’ Bonniest Baby 2019. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2019 Supplement
After you enter your child, look out for our 
fabulous Bonnie Babies 2019 supple-
ment in the 4th April edition of The Oban 
Times and Lochaber Times – a lovely 
little keepsake you can use to embarrass 
your children when they are older!

How to enter
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies 2019 competition is open to 
babies and toddlers born on or after June 13th 
2015. Look out the most adorable photo of your 
gorgeous little one and enter online by visiting 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. The clos-
ing date for entries is noon on 25th March 2019.

The closing date for entries is 
midnight, March 25, 2019.

WIN
£500

After being blown away by the record num-
ber of entries last year, we are delighted to 
announce that Bonnie babies is back!  To be 
in with a chance to show off your wee bundle 
of joy to our readers and have the chance to 
win our £500 first prize, make sure you send 
in your cutest picture by 25th March 2019.

LAST 
CALL FOR 
ENTRIES

ENTRIES CLOSE

 ON MONDAY 

25TH MARCH

� e vision of a rewilded Scotland will be 
revealed at Oban’s Corran Halls next month.

Against a backdrop of stunning images 
and � lm, Peter Cairns, who is a multi-award 
winning conservation photographer and 
director of social enterprise SCOTLAND: � e 
Big Picture, will be explaining the principles 
behind rewilding, why it is needed and why it 
is needed now.

At the show on Friday April 5, he  will also pose 
the question: What should Scotland look like?

Some of Scotland’s top photographers and 
� lmmakers have spent three years capturing 
the beauty of the country’s landscape and its 
wild inhabitants as part of SCOTLAND: � e 
Big Picture’s mission.

� e Big Picture is the � rst organisation 
in Scotland wholly dedicated to getting the 
message across to people about the potential 
of a wilder Scotland on land and at sea where 
wildlife can thrive and people prosper.

‘Despite Scotland’s international reputation 
for raw beauty and drama, a devastating 

story of ecological decline lies hidden in the 
landscape. 

‘All of our large carnivores are extinct, many 
of our species teeter on the edge and millions 
of treeless acres dominate the map. 

‘Scotland has become a nature-depleted 
nation.

‘It doesn’t have to be this way. A bold vision 
for the future is slowly emerging where wild 
forests teem with life, where pristine rivers 
� ow freely supporting an abundance of in-
sects, birds and � sh and where a mosaic of 
wetlands is shaped by the work of beavers and 
echoes to the calls of cranes. 

‘� is is the vision of a rewilded Scotland – a 
place where nature works, where wildlife 
� ourishes and crucially, where people prosper,’ 
said Mr Cairns, who is also a serving board 
member of Scottish rewilding charity Trees 
for Life and a senior fellow of the International 
League of Conservation Photographers.

Tickets at £11.50 are available from scotland-
bigpicture.com/scotland-big-

Vision of a rewilded Scotland revealed

Scotland rewilded. Picture by SCOTLAND: The Big Picture.

‘’
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 21 AM MÀRT / 
THURSDAY 21 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
19.00  Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)  
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa 
21.00 Bothy Life (rpt) 
22.00 ÙR | NEW: An Sgrùdaire  
22.15 Belladrum highlights 2018 (rpt)
22.30 An Dèidh Hitler (rpt)
23.20  Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)
23.25  Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)
DIHAOINE 22 AM MÀRT / 
FRIDAY 22 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25  Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt) 
20.00 Oran na Mna (rpt)
20.30 Fuine (rpt) 
21.00 Jim Baxter (rpt)
22.00 Grace Harte (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)
23.00 ALT (rpt)
DISATHAIRNE 23 AM MÀRT / 
SATURDAY 23 MARCH
16.00 An Là – News  
16.17 Binneas – Na Trads (Phil & Aly) (rpt) 
16.20 SPFL Challenge Cup Final 
 Connah’s Quay Nomads v Ross County 
18.40 A’ Bhriogais Chearr (rpt) 
19.10 Breabach Travelling Folk (rpt) 
19.30 Bonn Còmhraidh (rpt) 
20.00 Machair (rpt)
20.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
21.00  ÙR | NEW: ALT
22.00 An Dèidh Hitler (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Rubislaw Quarry) (rpt)

23.00 Jim Baxter (rpt)
24.00 Belladrum highlights (rpt)
DIDÒMHNAICH 24 AM MÀRT / 
SUNDAY 24 MARCH
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
18.15 An Là – News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.00 Eòrpa (rpt) 
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie S5 (rpt)
21.45 Belladrum highlights 2018 (rpt)
22.00 ALT (rpt)
23.00 Grace Harte (rpt)
23.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
DILUAIN 25 AM MÀRT / 
MONDAY 25 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
19.00 Puirt-adhair (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30 Fuine (rpt)
21.00 Trusadh – Nar Làmhan Fhin (rpt)
21.55 Port (rpt)
22.25 Sàr-sgeòil: His Bloody Project (rpt)
23.25 An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
23.40 Belladrum highlights 2018 (rpt) 
DIMÀIRT 26 AM MÀRT / 
TUESDAY 26 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
  Children’s programming
19.00  Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
21.00 Bruadar a’ Bhais (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh - Nar Làmhan Fhìn (rpt)
23.00 Òran na Mnà (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 27 AM MÀRT / 
WEDNESDAY 27 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
 Children’s programming
19.00 Puirt-adhair (rpt) 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich
21.00 Sàr-Sgeòil: 
 As the Women Lay Dreaming (rpt) 
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Seòid a’ Chidsin
22.30 Port (rpt) 
23.00 Bothy Life (rpt)
DIARDAOIN 28 AM MÀRT / 
THURSDAY 28 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne 
  Children’s programming
19.00  Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)  
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa 
21.00 Linn de Dhealbhan (rpt) 
22.00 ÙR | NEW: An Sgrùdaire  
22.15 Belladrum 2016 highlights 
 Bwani Junction (rpt)
22.30 Dìlleachdain Hitler (rpt)
23.25  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.30  Seòid a’ Chidsin (rpt)

DIHAOINE 29 AM MÀRT / 
FRIDAY 29 MARCH
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne
 Children’s programming
18:30 An Là – News
19:30  Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19:35 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Women's Premier 
 League 2019 - Hibernian v Glasgow City
21:45  An Sgrùdaire (rpt)
22:00 Corp agus Anam (rpt)
22:50  Belladrum 2016 highlights 
 White (rpt)
23:00  ALT (rpt)

A new book published by 
Wild Goose Publications, 
titled West, has been written 
by Kenneth Steven, who calls 
Iona his spiritual home.

West is a collection of poems 
inspired by the landscapes of 
Scotland and beyond. 

� e book is also dedicated 
to Kenneth’s late sister, the 
peace activist Helen Steven.

Author Kenneth is best 
known as a poet but he is 
also a novelist and children’s 
author. 

He grew up in Highland 
Perthshire and was taken 
every summer to the west 
coast and the islands. 

At the heart of those islands 
was Iona, the place that 
from childhood has been his 
spiritual home.

Poet releases new Iona book

The cover of Kenneth 
Steven's book West.

Artist Katie Paterson has 
launched new artwork called 
First � ere Is A Mountain 
which allows the public to 
recreate � ve famous summits.

� e � ve are Mount 
Kilimanjaro (Africa), Mount 
Shasta (USA), Mount Fuji 
(Asia), Stromboli (Europe) 
and Uluru (Australia).

� e coastal artwork will 
visit 25 venues all across the 
UK including Calgary Beach 
on the Isle of Mull on July 
28; An Lanntair, Stornoway, 
Isle of Lewis (Coll Beach), 
July 7; Taigh Chearsabhagh 
Museum and Arts Centre, 
North Uist (Baile Sear Beach), 
July 14; and Atlas Arts, Isle of 
Skye (Glenbrittle Beach), July 
21.

� e sculptures will be made 
out of sand using scale mod-
els of each mountain. � e aim 
of the project is to raise public 
awareness of the diversity 
and beauty of the mountains. 
� ere is also an educational 
side as the sculptures will be 
met by tidal waves as an ex-
ample of the world’s natural 
geography against various 
tidal times.

It took Ms Paterson years 
of meticulous planning to 

New mountain art project 
to involve public on islands

Members of the public can reproduce � ve mountains on 
beaches.

pull o�  the event. She studied 
‘every mountain range on 
earth’ and � nally chose the 
mountains by collecting data 
using Nasa’s Shuttle Radar 
Topography Mission.

First � ere Is A Mountain 
also aims to raise awareness 
of the country’s eroding 
coastline, the e� ects of 
climate change and the 
economic, social and envi-
ronmental bene� ts that can 
be receive from preserving it.

To further protect the 
environment, all of the sand 
moulds will be made from 

fermented plant starch and at 
the end of the tour they will 
be composted and reabsorbed 
back into the environment.

Ms Paterson says the project 
‘makes us aware of mountain 
rocks’ erosion over millennia, 
rock shi� ing across Earth 
over continents’ evolution, 
forming unique � ngerprints 
of sand across the modern 
coastline.

� e artwork invites the 
public to slow down, to con-
sider the interconnectedness 
of the world, its immensity 
conveyed in miniature.
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 21ST MARCH  
Slimming World Fort William 
9.30am, 11.30am, 3.00pm, 5.00pm & 7.00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Enterprise Walkabout Oban
The Rock�eld Centre, 11:45am
English Conversation Practice
LORN HOUSE, 2pm - 4pm
Live Music  @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 22ND MARCH 
Seed For Life
Easdale Hall, 7.15pm
Live Music @ The Cellar Bar
Rock N Reel From 9pm
Live Music @ Markie Dans
Jono, Open till 2am
Live Music  @ The Lorne Bar 
From 9pm, Free Entry 
SATURDAY 23RD MARCH
Parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban, 9.30am

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk  
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see 
www.obanphoenix.com for more details
FRIDAY 22
12:00/16:30  THE KID WHO WOULD BE KING    PG
16:15 CAPTAIN MARVEL   12A
19:00  A PRIVATE WAR   15
19:15 ALL IS TRUE   12A

SATURDAY 23
11:30 THE LEGO MOVIE 2: THE SECOND PART U
12:00 HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN WORLD   PG
14:00/17:15 CAPTAIN MARVEL   12A
14:30/16:45 THE KID WHO WOULD BE KING    PG
19:30 A PRIVATE WAR   15
20:15 ALL IS TRUE   12A

SUNDAY 24  
12:00/16:30  THE KID WHO WOULD BE KING   PG
12:15   HOW TO TRAIN YOUR DRAGON: THE HIDDEN WORLD  PG
14:30 SCOTCH: THE GOLDEN DRAM   PG
14:45 CAPTAIN MARVEL   12A
17:30 TIGERS  12A

19:00 A PRIVATE WAR   15
19:30 ALL IS TRUE   12A

MONDAY 25 
CINEMA CLOSED

TUESDAY 26 
CINEMA CLOSED

WEDNESDAY 27
16:15 CAPTAIN MARVEL   12A
16:30 THE KID WHO WOULD BE KING    PG
19:00 A PRIVATE WAR   15
19:15 ALL IS TRUE   12A

THURSDAY 28
12:00/19:00 A PRIVATE WAR   15
12:00 CAPTAIN MARVEL   12A
16:30  THE KID WHO WOULD BE KING    PG
19:15 ALL IS TRUE   12A

Annual Boat Jumble & Car Boot Sale
Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
10.00am – 2pm
Oban Pipe Band Soup Lunch
The Band Hall, Shore Street
12.00 noon - 2.00pm
Community Sewing #2
The Rock�eld Centre, 11am
Zaagi Sewing Group
The Rock�eld Centre, 1.30pm
Final Taynuilt Winter Ceilidh
Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm
Family Ceilidh Night 
St Columba's Cathedral Hall, 7.30pm
Cearcall Comhraidh
Furan Gaelic Centre, 12noon-1.30pm
Live/Wire : The AC/DC Show 
The Corran Halls, Oban, 7.00pm
Live Music  @ The Cellar Bar
Live DJ set from BOB, 9.30pm
Live Music @ Markie Dans
Rolling Drones, Open till 2am
Live Music  @ The Lorne Bar
From 9pm, Free Entry 

SUNDAY 24TH MARCH 
Live Music @ The Cellar Bar
Open mic night, Starts 9pm
Live Music @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
MONDAY 25TH MARCH 
Drumming & Music Making
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion, 6.30pm
Slimming World Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
TUESDAY 26TH MARCH  
Carers Co�ee Morning
North Argyll Carers Centre, 10.30am-12pm
WEDNESDAY 27TH MARCH    
Slimming World Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Beach Clean
Slip opposite Stafford St. 10.30am - 12pm
Under The Skin Camera Club
The Rock�eld Centre, 6.30pm
Netherlorn Piping Society Recital
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 7.30pm

Oban Phoenix Cinema will be closed 
on Monday and Tuesday of next week 
(March 25 and 26) for maintenance work.

Manager Jennie Larney said: ‘We are 
having electrical certification work 
carried out, so in order to do that all the 
electrics have to be off.

‘But as compensation, we are putting 
an extra film into the schedule on 

Sunday (March 24). 
‘Tigers will be showing at 5.30pm. The 

award-winning film tells the true story 
of a salesman in Pakistan who took on a  
baby formula food maker.

‘When Ayan discovers his new compa-
ny’s baby formula has killed hundreds of 
children, he begins a lone and dangerous 
battle against the company.’

Urban Scottish Gael Mary 
Ann Kennedy brings out 
a new studio album next 
month inspired by her home 
city of Glasgow.

Now a Highland resident, 
Mary Ann’s Glaschu features 
songs and poetry celebrating 
city life past and present 
making up a 16-track col-
lection of Glasgow vignettes 
and vivid images from the 
city’s River Clyde to street-
life and markets, social 
deprivation and religious 
tension and traditional 
Scottish sport and play.

‘�e ‘Glaschu’ album is 
a kind of love-song to my 
home town – these songs 

New 
album is 
love letter 
to Glasgow

are the story of the Gaels in 
Glasgow before me, but it’s 
also the story of every new 
arrival community in any 
city the world over – the 
themes are universal,’ she 
said.

Mary Ann will be touring 
Glaschu this spring; the 

album launches internation-
ally through ARC Music on 
April 26.

Tour dates include Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig on the Isle of 
Skye on April 23, Greenock’s 
Beacon Arts Centre on April 
26 and Paisley Arts Centre 
on April 27.

Oban cinema closes for maintenance

Two of Skye and Lochalsh’s 
most popular performance 
groups, Lorayne McLucas 
Performing Arts Academy 
and the Skye and Lochalsh 
Orchestra, visit Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig this month as part of 
SEALL’s spring programme.

On Saturday March 23, 
at 2pm and 7pm, Lorayne 
McLucas’s enthusiastic 
and talented young per-
formers present an Oliver! 
extravaganza.

Oliver! is one of the most 
beloved British musicals, viv-
idly bringing to life Dickens’s 

timeless characters with its 
ever-popular story of the boy 
who asked for more.

�e young performers are 
joined by some professional 
actors and a singer to present 
the singing repertoire from 
the show along with some 
scenes.

�e performances take 
place in TDC main hall.

Also visiting TDC main 
hall is the Skye and Lochalsh 
Orchestra which celebrates 
the Fi�h Symphony in a 
classical concert. �e pro-
gramme includes music by 

Mendelssohn, Overture to a 
Midsummer Night’s Dream; 
Mahler, Adagietto from the 
5th Symphony; Mozart, 5th 
Symphony; and Beethoven, 
5th Symphony.

�e orchestra includes more 
than 30 players from across 
Skye and Lochalsh, with 
occasional guest performers, 
under the baton of Iain 
Roden.

�e concert takes place on 
Saturday March 30 at 7.30pm 
and tickets for all events are 
available from SEALL at 
www.seall.co.uk.

Musical treats lined up on Skye

Lorayne McLucas performers are staging a selection of songs from Oliver!
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Do you own land? Partner 
with further.space to turn 
your empty site into a tourist 
magnet.

Let’s work together.
Come and meet our repre-

sentative Roma at our drop-in 
session in your area. 

Find out more about the 
opportunity to work with us 
to create your own glamping 
site.

further.space is calling all 
landowners interested in 
diversifying into tourism to 
partner with us to create a 
micro-tourism business.

We are seeking o� the 
beaten track locations where 
there is an accommodation 
shortage, to create pro�table, 
sustainable and low main-
tenance tourism businesses. 
Our aim is to de-risk the 
diversi�cation process by em-

A little unused land can be big business

powering landowners to tap 
into the bene�ts that tourism 
provides.

We provide a turnkey tour-
ism solution for our partners 
which includes up to six pods, 
marketing support, website 
and booking system as well 
as ongoing visitor experience 
training.

Landowners interested in 
exploring viable tourism 

diversi�cation should come 
along to our next informa-
tion session to �nd out more.

�ursday, 28 March 2019 
from 17:00 to 20:00
�e Nevis Centre, An Aird, 
Fort William PH33 6AN
Email - roma@further.space
Mobile - 07889 561231
Website - www.further.
space/partners

Advertorial

Scots trad-rock band Mànran are sure to receive a big warm 
Fort William welcome when they play the town’s Nevis Centre 
on March 30.

Mànran enjoyed a hugely successful 2018, beginning with a 
sold-out performance at Celtic Connections – live streamed 
to a worldwide audience of 125,000 people – followed by a 
sold-out tour of France and Germany alongside playing a host 
of prestigious festivals throughout Europe across the summer 
months.

�e six-piece continued to tour extensively as well as playing 
another headline show at Glasgow’s Barrowland Ballroom in a 
performance that was �lmed for BBC Alba and broadcast on 
the channel at Hogmanay.

On Spotify in 2018, Mànran’s music was streamed one mil-
lion times by 109,000 fans for 82,000 hours across 65 countries.

2019 sees the band continue with its European and World 
performances with the band just home from Canada and pack-

ing their bags for a four-week tour of Australia next month.
Mànran’s accordion player and founding member Gary 

Innes, who hails from Spean Bridge and also presents BBC 
Radio Scotland’s longest-running radio show ‘Take �e Floor’, 
said it always felt like a homecoming show when he and Ewen 
Henderson got to play at the Nevis Centre with Mànran.

‘However this year’s Nevis Centre show will be an extra 
special one personally as we’re joined by Keri Gibson to 
open the night followed by a reunion of past and present 
members of the Cach Mhor Ceilidh Band,’ he added.

‘I first joined the Cach when I was just 13 years old and 
subsequently received a musical apprenticeship like no 
other.

‘I played with the band for nine years before moving to 
Glasgow, however, after a 15-year absence I can’t wait to be 
reunited with the band back on stage and joined by many of 
the ex-band members that have also toured with the Cach 

Mhor throughout the 25 plus years of the band’s existence. 
It’s definitely going to be a night to be remembered.’

Mànran formed in 2011 and it didn’t take long to release a 
multi-award-winning debut album. �ey remain the only 
group in the 21st century to break the UK top 40 with a song 
in the Gaelic language – their debut single Latha Math reached 
number 29.

Mànran’s music has always de�ed easy labelling due to the 
eclectic mix of in�uences on the band. With a central ethos 
built around the band’s traditional Celtic roots, �ery tunes 
from �ddle, accordion, �ute, Uilleann and Highland bagpipes 
bind powerfully to a rhythm section awash with elements of 
funk, jazz and rock to create some of the most innovative and 
upli�ing instrumental music around.

Coupled with songs in both Gaelic and English that under-
go the same musical mixology, it’s easy to understand why 
Mànran are in such high demand as a live act.

Mànran set to rock Fort's Nevis Centre this month
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CORRAN HALLS, OBAN 
 

27th – 29th MARCH, 7:30pm 
Tickets £7 concession £6 

Season Ticket £15 & £12.50 
  

Box office 01631 567333 
  

Scottish charity number: SC025659  

Kirsty Izat has been appoint-
ed the coordinator of this 
year’s Islay Book Festival, in 
a move she described as ‘an 
amazing opportunity’.

Portnahaven-based Kirsty, 
was chosen ahead of some 
strong competition for the 
new part-time post, and she 
will work closely with the 
festival committee to deliver 
the event from August 29–
September 1.

�is year’s event will be 
headlined by top crime writer 
Ian Rankin, with cookery 
writer and novelist Sue 
Lawrence, Mortal Engines 
author Philip Reeve, and high 
pro�le historian Tom Devine 
also con�rmed to attend.

Committee chairwoman 
Isla Rosser Owen said: 
‘We’ve been run entirely by 
volunteers up to now, but 
the festival has grown to a 
point where we needed to 
bring someone on board as 
our organisational linchpin. 
With our schools programme 
and events across Islay and 
Jura, the festival takes a lot 
of organising, so we were 
delighted to �nd someone 
local with the right combi-

Kirsty Izat joins the Islay Book Festival team.

New co-ordinator appointed  
for Islay Book Festival

nation of skills, contacts and 
enthusiasm.’

Kirsty is a legal studies 
graduate who worked as a 
paralegal on the mainland 
before coming home to Islay 
with husband Graham in 
2012.

Kirsty said: ‘�e last few 
years have been very child 
focused and I was looking for 
the right opportunity. When 
I saw the book festival advert 
I just thought, that’s perfect, it 
combines my organisational 
side, my creative side and my 
love of books. For something 

like this to come up on Islay 
is amazing.’

Last year’s Islay Book 
Festival was the biggest yet. 
�e committee is currently 
looking for sponsors for 
this year’s event and on a 
longer term basis to make the 
festival sustainable. Anyone 
or any business interested, 
can get in touch with Kirsty 
on hello@islaybookfestival.
co.uk

Individuals can support 
the festival through the Just 
Giving link on www.islay-
bookfestival.co.uk

West coast ferry operator CalMac has con-
firmed it will be the main sponsor of a new 
music festival on the Isle of Skye.

The company has pledged to help ensure 
the success of the inaugural Beò Festival in 
May.

According to organisers, it will be a live 
celebration of the music, culture and heritage 
of the Highlands and Islands - Beò is Gaelic 
for live.

The two-day event will see bands from 
across Scotland coming together to celebrate 
Gaelic culture,  including The Vatersay Boys, 
Trail West and Beinn Lee.

The festival takes place in the historic 
grounds of Armadale Castle.

CalMac’s director of community and stake-
holder engagement Brian Fulton said: ‘This 
part of Skye has so much going for it and 
while the Cullins and the Fairy Pools are top 
of most visitors’ lists, those willing to walk 
the less beaten path will be well rewarded.

‘Helping to bring more people to the island 
to see what Sleat has to offer can only be good 
for the economy and we are delighted to be 
able to help.

‘We want to help establish Beò as a regular 
feature on the Skye events calendar.’

CalMac is the UK’s largest ferry operator 
serving 28 routes to island and remote main-
land destinations with a f leet of 33 vessels. 

‘Last year it carried more than 5.3 million 
passengers and 1.4 million vehicles.

Organiser John Robertson said: ‘We’re de-
lighted to be holding the first music festival 

CalMac con�rms sponsorship  
for Skye music festival

in the magnificent grounds of Armadale 
Castle in Sleat. We want to celebrate and 
promote Gaelic with the finest bands 
around. The festival will be a weekend of 
craic with great music, food and drink. 

‘We’re delighted to have CalMac as the 
main sponsor as it provides a magnificent 
service throughout the west coast.’

Tickets for the event are available online 
now at beofest.eventbrite.co.uk



� e Oban Times
Thursday 21 March 201940  LEISURE

Experience the Magic of
Machrihanish

*Offers subject to availability. Rates include VAT and £3 per room night resort fee and is based 
on 2 people sharing a hotel room or 4 people sharing a 2-bedroom cottage. Offer dates vary - 
please visit MachDunes.com for complete details.

WILD 
WEEKENDS

from £106* pp/pn
1 May - 30 Sep

MIDWEEK  
STAY & PLAY 

from £101* pp/pn
1 May - 30 Sep

SPRING SWING 
STAY & PLAY 

from £80* pp/pn
1 March - 30 Apr

For information or to book, call 01586 810 000 or 
email reservations@machdunes.com.

Offers all include golf, accommodation, breakfast and more!

MachDunes.com

Taking place at Eden Court on July 3 and 4, 
this year’s XpoNorth promises to again bring 
together a host of regional, national and in-
ternational voices to discuss the hottest topics 
shaping and in� uencing the sector.

� e festival is delighted to welcome Michela 
Magas, the founder of Music Tech Fest, a glob-
al community platform of more than 5,000 
creative innovators and scienti� c researchers.

Magas is innovation advisor to the European 
Commission and the G7 leaders, the creator of 
the Industry Commons and in 2017 was the 
recipient of the European Woman Innovator 
of the Year. Her work has received the ‘Art 
Meets Science’ NEM art award twice and 
has been included in the Future of British 
Innovation at � e Science Museum during the 
London 2012 Olympics.

Magas will deliver a keynote address on 
Innovation and the Industry Commons which 
will look at why some of the world’s largest 
technology companies have creativity as part 
of their business.  � e combination of creativ-
ity and tech is a powerful one for innovators, 
early adopters and start-up communities – 
and it has been at the forefront of innovation 
in the cloud, data, IP, distributed technologies 
and AI.

Music and creativity are a phenomenal social 
glue that brings together diverse people from 
all backgrounds and perspectives, and it’s also 
led the way for policy recommendations and 
new methods for all industries.

Epiphany Story Lab: Routes Into 
Documentary Screen will see the welcome re-
turn of Micheal Flaherty.  Micheal co-founded 
Walden Media in 1999 which co-� nanced and 

produced nearly two dozen � lms grossing 
more than $3 billion at the global box o�  ce - 
including � e Chronicles of Narnia, Bridge to 
Terabithia and Charlotte’s Web.  He is joined 
in this session by his Epiphany Story Lab 
co-founder Valerie McGowan.  

Micheal and Valerie will look at the access 
points for writers looking to transition their 
work into the documentary arena.

� e festival will also be looking at � lm 
tourism in a session called � e Outlander 

E� ect.  2017 saw a record number of tourists to 
Scotland with a 17 per cent rise in visitors and 
23 per cent rise in spend.  � e phenomenal 
growth in visitors can be connected to the hit 
TV series and book, Outlander.  From Local 
Hero, Highlander, Harry Potter and Skyfall 
through to � e Outlaw King, Scotland has 
a track record of successful screen tourism.  
� is panel session will discuss the bene� ts 
and opportunities, and how to maximise the 
Outlander e� ect.  

� ere will also be a very special keynote 
speaker, with Mandar � akur (COO, Times 
Music India) in conversation with Domhnall 
Caimbeul (chief executive, MG Alba) to o� er a 
broad overview of the music and media sector 
in India.  

A&R Worldwide and MUSEXPO Founder 
Sat Bisla will sit with iconic executive Dougie 
Bruce (A&R consultant, Universal Music 
Publishing) as part of a not-to-be-missed 
A&R Worldwide Global Keynote.

Dougie started his career at Slice PR in 1999 
before working at Epic Records as an A&R 
scout.  In 2004 he joined Universal Music 
Publishing where he went on to sign the likes 
of Adele, Lily Allen, MGMT and Kate Nash.  
In 2008 Dougie started with the most success-
ful manager of the decade, Simon Fuller, and 
his company, 19, which at that time controlled 
the most successful TV show in America – 
American Idol.  At 19, Dougie worked on var-
ious projects, including managing Aloe Blacc 
(I Need A Dollar) and co-wrote and featured 
on Avicci’s No.1 record, Wake Me Up.

In 2018 Dougie rejoined Universal 
Publishing and has signed artists such as the 
hugely tipped Fenne Lily, Easy Life and more 
recently a resurgent Dido.  Dougie has also set 
up a new label, Sign Of � e Times, through 
Universal’s label services division, Caroline, 
to help launch new artists.

� ere will also be a dedicated seminar on 
Doing Business in Canada, where attendees 
will hear from a broad range of voices on how 
to access and do business in Canada.  

For more information on the festival, speak-
ers and sessions, visit xponorth.co.uk

XpoNorth announces latest batch of speakers

Iseabail Mactaggart, director of Strategy and Partnerships, MG ALBA was a speaker at 
last year's festival.



Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
1300 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.
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Across

1 Cried (4)

3 A climbers aid (8)

9 Removes cap again (7)

10 Latin dance (5)

11 He is always there to help (5-4,3)

13 Inadequate (6)

15 Cutter of hay (6)

17 Wrapped up in one's own thoughts (4-8)

20 One's birth (5)

21 Circular (7)

22 Small cutting tools (8)

23 Carbamide (4)

Down

1 Offence committed against an enemy in 
times of battle (3,5)

2 Part of a fork (5)

4 Laid back (6)

5 Work taken after a degree obtained (12)

6 Dense (7)

7 Pretense (4)

8 Full length movie (7,5)

12 Feud (8)

14 Free from germs (7)

16 When water is not going out (6)

18 Relating to the soft palate (5)

19 Short measurement (4)
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COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

A fundraising 
Soup Lunch in aid of  

Oban Pipe Band
will be held in 

The Band Hall  Shore Street on 
Saturday 23rd March 2019

From 12 noon - 2.00pm     
Admission : £3.00

Scottish Charity No SC004610

20th Annual Boat 
Jumble & Car Boot Sale

In
Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern

Saturday March 23rd 
from 10.00am – 2pm

Nautical & non-nautical bargains; 
new and nearly new items. 

Bring all the family for a great day out!

Entry - £3.50 (includes refreshments). 
Details - 01852 500689

Saturday March 23
Oban Congregational Church

Co� ee 
Morning

10.30am - 12.30pm
in aid of church funds

Netherlorn 
is holding a recital by

FINLAY JOHNSTON
(2018 Glen� ddich Champion)

on
Wednesday 27th March  2019

in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls

at 7.30pm
Entry: Adults £3 / Children Free

SEED FOR LIFE
Easdale Hall

Friday, 
March 22, 2019

@ 7.15pm
"How Did We Get Here?"

  Reg Charity SCO48172 

Lorn Vintage 
Ploughing Match

NEW DATE 
Saturday 30th March 2019,10am

(Postponed due to weather)
Dalvuie Farm, Ledaig near Oban Airport

Entry by donation to A.B.C.D
Competitor entries to W. Buchanan

Tel: 07768 846612

Donald MacLeod entertaining the residents of a care home 
in Burnley for the most recent "Care for a Cèilidh" which now 
regularly takes place further a� eld as well as in Glasgow.

Care for a Ceilidh 
hits Burnley!
For the last few years, Care 
for a Ceilidh has grown so 
much from its humble roots 
in a care home in Glasgow 
and has taken traditional 
Gaelic-style cèilidhs much 
further afield – to venues  in 
the likes of the Isle of Man 
and Stornoway.

Last weekend, it continued 
its remarkable success story 
with a show in a care home 
in the northern English 
town of Burnley. Edward 
and John Campbell, both 
from Tiree, and John’s 
daughter, Larissa, travelled 
down with Donald MacLeod 
and met up with their rela-
tive, former Downing Street 
press secretary Alastair 
Campbell, to put on a ceilidh 
for residents of a care home.

Their trip coincided with 
a Burnley game, which they 
attended with Alastair, who 
has a long association with 
’the Clarets’. Unfortunately, 
the boys returned to 
Glasgow on Sunday having 
witnessed a Burnley loss; 
but I’m sure their visit 
provided a lot of joy for the 
residents of the care home 
and was, therefore, a worth 
while endeavour.

Fitba4Kenya Quiz 
a great success
Donnie Maroot’s 
Fitba4Kenya quiz in the 
Park Bar last Monday 
evening was a tremendously 
successful night, with lots 
of football strips donated by 
contestants and sent off to 
Kenya.
The quiz itself went very 

well – except when Donnie 
asked the teams to name 
the eight current or former 
premiership clubs in Greater 
London; and duly read out 
the nine correct answers!
He then asked them to 

name the four teams Louis 
Figo played for that had 
won the European Cup and 

gave the answers as Sporting 
Lisbon, Barcelona, Real 
Madrid, and Inter Milan; 
only to be informed by a 
number of contestants that 
Sporting Lisbon had never 
won the European Cup!
Donnie quickly countered 

that he was also including 
wins in the future! It was an 
evening full of laughs and, of 
course, was for a great cause.

John Murray: Neil 
Gunn and Gaelic
On Friday March 19, author 
John Murray will introduce 
his book, Literature of 
the Gaelic Landscape, in 
the Mitchell Library for 
Glasgow’s Aye Write! book 
festival.

Murray invites us into the 
landscape of the Scottish 
Highlands through some of 
the songs, poems and stories 
set there. His careful analy-
sis of work by Duncan Bàn 
Macintyre, Sorley Maclean 
and Neil M Gunn also com-
pares Gaelic literature with 
other world traditions and 
their relationship to place 
and storytelling.

Enjoy a unique insight into 
this fascinating topic from 
the author himself.

What’s On
Friday March 22: Clydebank 
Ceilidh in Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, at 7.30pm.
Saturday March 23: Clann 
Gàidhlig Cèilidh at 7.15pm 
in the Wynd Centre, Paisley.
Saturday April 27: Glasgow 
Skye Association Annual 
Spring Concert (Wee Skye) 
in the Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, at 7.30pm.

Pub Scene
Park Bar
Friday March 22: Susan 
MacFadyen Band
Saturday March 23: TBC
Sunday March 24: Beinn Lee
Islay Inn
Friday March 22: The 
Parting Glass
Saturday March 23: J Clark 5
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T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.

Tel: 07365
441945

WANTED
Touring 

caravan or 
motorhome
 to purchase.  

Any size 
considered, 

cash waiting

Tel 07703490572 or email 
algowan4wd@gmail.com ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free collection 
all types of of 4x4 vehicles double cab and single 
cabs pickups shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 
Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux discovery 

any vehicle considered old or new any condition 
running or not high miles rotten chassis over 
heating top price paid without any hassle we 
also buy motorhomes touring caravans and 

commercial vans and trucks.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford 

etc and all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures, High Mileage etc 

considered. Best prices paid. Will collect.

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition we can make
a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine problems,

farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHCILES

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4x4’s, Landrover 

Toyota, Nissan etc... We also buy 
MOT failures and accident damage 

vehicles. Anything considered.

TOYOTA CELICA 1.8 2001 MODEL
12 months mot, timing 
chain not belt, garaged, 
immaculate condition
for year inside/out, 
leather interior, 122,000 
miles, stunning looking
classic car, any inspection
welcome, genuine
reason for sale.

£1,250 ono
01880740502/07880 795164

MASSEY FERGUSON TRACTOR
TE20 for sale - 
Tiree.

Open to o� ers, 
email
john@prp-legal.co.uk

To view call 07786 955199

JOHN SWEENY DESIGN FISHING BOATS 15FT
7 available could be 
doing with a power 
wash down.

£525 ono
per boat or give me 
an o� er for them all.

TEL 07737 443303

Call: 07506 702943
Email: wanted4x4s@gmail.com

WANTED
4X4 VEHICLES

TOP PRICES PAID FOR TIDY LOW MILEAGE LANDROVER 
DEFENDERS, TOYOTA HILUXS, LANDCRUISERS

Also all single and double cab pickups tidy or rough. 
Any Age or Condition

NISSAN MICRA CVT ACENTA
5-door, automatic, 
1.2 petrol, sat nav, 
bluetooth, remote 
locking, low 
mileage: 12,000 
mls, MoT July

£6750 ono
Telephone 07768 280010

ISUZU D-MAX EIGER
14 reg, 43,000 
miles, v.g.c. 
Taynuilt

£12,300 
ono NO VAT

Telephone 07900 441543





VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealerWD Semple

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,995

The Dacia Sandero 
STEPWAY

8.9
out of 10 Read 71 reviews

THE ADVENTURE begins here 
EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME WITH THE DACIA SANDERO

The Dacia
LOGAN MCV

STARTING FROM ONLY £9,995

The Dacia
DUSTER

STARTING FROM ONLY £8,495

REG                  MODEL                        COLOUR  MILEAGE    PRICE REG                     MODEL                    COLOUR   MILEAGE  PRICE

RANGE OF LOWER PRICED CARS UNDER £2000   RENAULT CLIO   RENAULT SCENIC   SUZUKI JIMNY  FORD FOCUS  PEUGEOT 207

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

68  Dacia Stepway Essential TCe  Red/Black  10  £10,250
68  Dacia Sandero SCe Black 34 £7,750
66  Dacia Sandero Laureate DCi  Silver  6,000  £8,950
66  Renault Captur Dyn Sat Nav TCe Blue/Black  6,500  £12,500
66  Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Nav  White  14,000  £9,750
66  Peugeot 208 GTline HDi  Red  14,500  £10,250
16  Renault Captur DCi Dyn Nav  Cream  13,000  £10,250
16  Dacia Duster LAU, DCi, 4x2 Black 14,000 £9,950
16  Vauxhall Corsa Design 1.4 petrol  Red 35,000 £6,750
65 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,500
15  Nissan Micra Visia 1.2  White  24,600  £5,750
15  Peugeot 308 DCi Blue 41,000 £9,250

15  Dacia Duster LAU Prime DCi 4x2 Blue 41,000 £8,650
15  Dacia Stepway AMB TCe Red  5,400 £6,750
15  Renault Kangoo White 65,000 £6,250
64  Renault Clio Dyn TCe  Red  16,000  £7,500
64  Renault Clio Dyn Nav 1.2  Black  32,000  £7,150
14  Skoda Rapid TDi  White  27,000  £6,550
13  Renault Megane Dyn DCi Estate  Black  75,000  £5,350
62  BMW Series SPH 1.6  Black 48,000  £8,650
59 Ford Focus Zetec 100 EST Blue 46,000 £4,150
59  Mitsubishi Outlander 2l DCi 4x4   70,000  £6,500

58  Vauxhall Combo Van 1.3 CDTi Green  68,000 £2,750
08  Renault Koleos 4x4 DCi  Silver  56,000  £4,500

65 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,50065 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,50065 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,50065 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,500 59  Mitsubishi Outlander 2l DCi 4x4   70,000  £6,50059  Mitsubishi Outlander 2l DCi 4x4   70,000  £6,50059  Mitsubishi Outlander 2l DCi 4x4   70,000  £6,50059  Mitsubishi Outlander 2l DCi 4x4   70,000  £6,50059  Mitsubishi Outlander 2l DCi 4x4   70,000  £6,500

15  Peugeot 308 DCi Blue 41,000 £9,25015  Peugeot 308 DCi Blue 41,000 £9,25015  Peugeot 308 DCi Blue 41,000 £9,25015  Peugeot 308 DCi Blue 41,000 £9,250 08  Renault Koleos 4x4 DCi  Silver  56,000  £4,50008  Renault Koleos 4x4 DCi  Silver  56,000  £4,50008  Renault Koleos 4x4 DCi  Silver  56,000  £4,50008  Renault Koleos 4x4 DCi  Silver  56,000  £4,50008  Renault Koleos 4x4 DCi  Silver  56,000  £4,500



S&S  - WEEKLY VISITS TO ARGYLL FOR SALES AND SERVICE

S&S SERVICES
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR    TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702
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We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even easier 
to fi nd your next job in the 

perfect location.

Have vacancies for

360º Plant Operators
Please apply in writing or by email stating 

previous experience to
Donald MacDonald

Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate,
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

Email address: donald@damacdonald.co.uk

Leiths (Scotland) Ltd are currently looking to 
recruit for the following positi on at

 Highland Lime, Fort William:

MIXER DRIVER  
This post requires to be fi lled by someone who 
is a versati le, fl exible and willing worker, who 

has knowledge of the local area and has a clean 
class 2 driving licence. You will require a sound 

understanding of the EU rules on drivers hours and 
be fully conversant with tachograph charts and 

digital cards.
To apply for this positi on please visit our website 
www.leiths-group.co.uk to download an applica-

ti on form or alternati vely contact Nichola Greig via 
email recruitment@leiths-group.co.uk

The closing date for all applicati ons is 31 March 2019
Leiths (Scotland) Ltd are an Equal Opportuniti es Employer

MACCOLL (APPIN) Ltd
Experienced Excavator 

Operator Required
CPCS cards or equivalent preferred 

Apply in writing to
MacColl Appin Ltd
Ar-Dachaidh APPIN 

Argyll PA384BL 
or telephone 07714216598

West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT
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Apprenticeship
Are you looking for your next challenge?
Are you a good communicator and team player?
If you can answer yes to both these questions, this may be the perfect job for you!

Exciting opportunities have arisen to work as a Saw Doctor or Mechanical Engineering 
Apprentice within BSW Timber Ltd at Fort William.

The company is looking for individuals with a strong passion to learn and gain a career within 
the timber industry. We will help you learn and develop on the job and through study - 
gaining a recognised industry qualifi cation at the end of your training.

The key attributes to success for this position are:
• Good communication skills
• Technical aptitude and ability to use tools and equipment 
• Attention to detail
• Confi dence
• Good time keeping 
• Team player
• Responsible attitude to health, safety and the environment
• Positive, enthusiastic and self-motivated approach

No experience is necessary as full training is given.

Applicants MUST hold SQA’s in English and Maths and a science based subject at National 
level 4 or above, or hold Functional Skills Level 2 or equivalent.

If you are looking for a challenging career within a highly motivated team, then for an 
application form please email our Recruitment Team at: recruitment@bsw.co.uk

Closing date for applications: 7th April 2019

For more information on careers and apprenticeships with BSW Timber, 
please visit our website www.bsw.co.uk

The Company’s Job Applicant Privacy Notice is available on www.bsw.co.uk/careers/terms

We are proud of our status as the UK’s largest sawmilling company, employing 
over 1200 people across 10 operating sites and generating annual revenues in 
excess of £300m. We are BSW.

We are BSW.

Positive, enthusiastic and self-motivated approach

Five generations of investment, ensuring 
the future is safe for the sixth.
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SCOTTISH HYDRO ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION PLC
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY (APPLICATIONS FOR CONSENT) 
REGULATIONS 1990 

Notice is hereby given that Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc 
(company registration number SC213461 and whose registered office 
is situated at Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ) 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 37 of 
The Electricity Act 1989 to install and keep installed 20km of new 132 
kV woodpole (H Pole) overhead electricity line between a point on the 
network known as Quoich Tee near Loch Poulary and a point on the 
transmission network known as Skye Tee, north of Invergarry.

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc has also applied for planning 
permission to be deemed to be granted under Section 57(2) of the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.

A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it 
relates, is available for public inspection in person, free of charge, 
during specified hours at:

Location Opening Hours Address

Invergarry Normal office hours Glengarry Community Hall
  Invergarry
  PH35 4HG

The application and its attachments can also be viewed at www.ener-
gyconsents.scot.

Any representations to the application may be submitted via the Energy 
Consents Unit website at www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx; by 
email to the Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit mailbox at 
representations@gov.scot; or by post to the Scottish Government, 
Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, 
Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the proposal and specifying the grounds 
for representation. Representations should be dated and should 
clearly state the name (in block capitals) and full return email or postal 
address of those making representations. 

Written or emailed representations should be dated, clearly stating 
the name (in block capitals), full return email and postal address of 
those making representations. Only representations sent by email to 
representations@gov.scot will receive acknowledgement.

All representations should be received not later than April 27th 2019, 
although Ministers may consider representations received after this date.

As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, 
or where Scottish Ministers decide to exercise their discretion to do 
so, Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be 
held.

Following examination of the application, Scottish Ministers will deter-
mine the application for consent in two ways:

• Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or 

• Reject the proposal 
General Data Protection Regulations

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit processes consent applications and 
consultation representations under The Electricity Act 1989. During the process, to support 
transparency in decision making, the Scottish Government publishes online at www.
energyconsents.scot. A privacy notice and a fair processing notice are published on the 
help page at  www.energyconsents.scot These explain how the Energy Consents Unit pro-
cesses your personal information. If you have any concerns about how your personal data 
is handled, please email us at: Econsents_admin@gov.scot or write to Energy Consents 
Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU

First registration of a croft

Mr David Stuart Ferguson 
has registered the croft 
known as 5 Kilvaree, 
Kilvaree, Ardchattan & 
Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 12th 
December 2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.   The croft 
registration number is 
C5745.

First registration of a croft

Mr Robert Duncan McCaig 
Smith has registered his 
croft known as Officially 
Port Ramsay, Lismore 
& Appin also known as 
No1 Port Ramsay on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 8th 
December 2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C5717.

PUBLIC NOTICES
First Registration of a 

Croft
Mr Robert Duncan McCaig 
Smith has registered his 
croft known as Port Ramsay 
(share), Port Ramsay, 
Lismore & Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 8th 
December 2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.   The croft registra-
tion number is C5713.

Beautiful Crinan interior... 
Coastal walks... Gerard Butler... 

Aberdeenshire under the spotlight... 
Diesel the fire dog... Stonehaven 
Banksy... Secrets of skiff racing... 

SCOTTISH 
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First registration of a croft

Ian Graham Cameron 
has registered his croft 
195 Arivegaig, Arivegaig 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply 
to the Scottish Land 
Court by 6 November 
2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov/register/
home.  The croft 
registration number is 
C5704.

First registration of a croft

Mr Walter Williams has 
registered their croft 4&5 
Uragaig, Colonsay  on 
the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 09 Dec 
2019
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C5726

CORPACH, BANAVIE, 
CAMAGHAEL, 

LOCHYSIDE etc
A meeting of 
shareholders for the 
above common grazings 
will be held for the 
purpose of electing a new 
Grazings Committee in 
Corpach Hotel, Corpach, 
Fort William on Monday 
April 1, 2019 @ 7.30pm. 
Signed: M Dennison 
(Grazings Clerk)

 PROPOSED SUBLET 
OF A CROFT  BY 

TENANT
Cameron MacKintosh 
is applying to sublet 
the whole croft of 
the croft at Tarbet, 
Glenelg, to Norman 
MacKinnon of  36 
Camuscross, Isle 
Ornsay, Skye for five 
years. 
Written comments 
from those with a 
relevant interest 
(which may be 
made public) to: 
Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crof t ing.gov.
scot by April 18, 2019.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/00295/PP Construction of 6kW hydro 

electric scheme
Craig, Glen More, Isle Of 
Mull, Argyll And Bute, 
PA70 6HG 

19/00462/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
15/03406/PPP (Site for the 
erection of dwellinghouse)

Land North East Of Aros 
Ard, Croft Drive, Oban, 
Argyll And Bute

19/00463/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
15/03532/PPP (Site for the 
erection of dwellinghouse)

Land North Of Horse 
Shoe Cottage, Kerrera, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute 

19/00406/PP Erection of dwellinghouse 
(amended design relative to 
planning permission reference 
18/02020/PP)

Land East Of Hill House, 
Arduaine, Oban,  
Argyll And Bute

19/00100/PP Demolition of office and 
former toilet block. Alterations 
to dwellinghouse including 
demolition of chimney and 
building up of 2 chimneys, 
replacement roof covering 
and windows and formation 
of new window

Monaveen Lodge, 
Ellenabeich, Isle Of Seil, 
Oban, Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 4RQ 

19/00390/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access

Land South East Of 
Sunny Brae, 
Stronmilchan, Dalmally, 
Argyll And Bute,  
PA33 1AS 

19/00304/PPP Renewal of planning 
permission in principle 
16/00882/PPP (Site for the 
erection of 3 dwellinghouses)

Land Adjacent To 
Currahee, Aros, Isle Of 
Mull, Argyll And Bute, 
PA72 6JS 

19/00391/PP Alterations and extension to 
house of multiple occupation

Aros, Taynuilt, Argyll And 
Bute, PA35 1JE 

19/00214/PP Removal of Condition 2 
relative to planning permission 
reference 00/00178/DET – 
in relation to occupancy 
restriction

Traigh, 9 West Drive, 
Ardbrecknish ,Dalmally, 
Argyll And Bute,  
PA33 1BL 

19/00389/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of sewage 
treatment plant and 
formation of vehicular access

Plot 2, Airdeny Mill 
(Former Sawmills Site), 
Taynuilt,  
Argyll And Bute 

19/00334/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Plot 2 Land East Of 
Ardteatle Cottage, 
Dalmally,  
Argyll And Bute 

18/02758/PP Formation of vehicular access 
and installation drainage 
system

Land South Of Woodend, 
Glencruitten Road,  
Oban, Argyll And Bute, 
PA34 4PU 

19/00308/PP Alterations and extension to 
dwellinghouse and erection 
of shed/workshop

Lorne Cottage, Isle Of 
Iona, Argyll And Bute, 
PA76 6SJ

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries  
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PUBLIC MEETING
Oban Bay Management Group  
& Oban Bay Stakeholder Group
The Oban Bay Management Group (OBMG) and Oban 
Bay Stakeholder Group (OBSG) will host a joint public 
meeting to update the community on plans to amend the 
statutory harbour authority arrangements at Oban Bay to 
improve navigational safety.

The Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Breadalbane St, Oban PA34 5NZ

Thursday 28th March 2019   |  7.00pm

The Oban Harbour website 
hosts all information 
associated with consultations 
on this initiative.  
www.obanharbour.scot

The OBMG and OBSG are exploring the opportunity for a 
trust port to be established as the single harbour authority 
to manage the Oban Bay area. The OBMG proposal 
that CMAL extends its harbour area is on hold while this 
evaluation is conducted.  

The public meeting will report on the findings of a legal 
review on the jurisdictions and statutory status of Oban 
Bay, the next steps for forming a new statutory harbour to 
manage the navigational safety of the bay, and initiatives 
to improve current navigational safety in the interim period.

Will be held on 29th March 2019 At 7pm
In the Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre (Oban) Ltd

Glencruitten Road Oban Argyll PA34 4PU
T: 01631 566602 E: oban.msc@btconnect.com

REGISTERED OFFICE: 252 UNION STREET, ABERDEEN – REGISTERED COMPANY 
NO. 115820 – SCOTTISH CHARITY NO: SCO16889

Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Centre (Oban) Ltd

AGM

First Registration of a 
Croft

Mrs Sheila B M Campbell 
has registered their croft 
Uisken, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
28 Nov 2019

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5687

First Registration of a 
Croft

Graeme MacCorquodale 
has registered their croft 
Ardtur, Lismore and Appin 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by December 
9, 2019.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5727.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
EXPANSION OF FINFISH FARM, LOCH SPELVE, MULL

Notice is hereby given that  Scottish Sea Farms Ltd. has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of 
expansion and  at:
Cost £500,000
Location   Latitude  Longitude
Spelve B, Loch Spelve, Isle of Mull   Coordinates Coordinates
Mooring Area   56° 22.916’ N 005° 44.339’ W
   56° 22.691’ N 005° 44.393’ W
   56° 22.522’ N 005° 44.756’ W
   56° 22.547’ N 005° 45.077’ W
   56° 22.788’ N 005° 45.008’ W
   56° 22.769’ N 005° 44.767’ W
   56° 22.948’ N 005° 44.715’ W
Boat Mooring 1   56° 22.568’ N 005° 45.874’ W
Boat Mooring 2   56° 22.548’ N 005° 45.930’ W
Boat Mooring 3   56° 22.531’ N 005° 45.872’ W
Boat Mooring 4   56° 22.405’ N 005° 45.186’ W
Pontoon   56° 22.489’ N 005° 46.086’ W
      (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Craignure Post Office & Stores, 
Craignure, Isle of Mull, Argyll, PA65 6AY.

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect of the application should be made in 
writing to: Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 06012V and Scottish Sea Farms Ltd. 

Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine 
applications for marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and the Marine and 
Coastal Access Act 2009. During the consultation process any person having an interest 
in the outcome of the application may make representation to MS-LOT. The representation 
may contain personal information, for example a name or address. This representation will 
only be used for the purpose of determining an application and will be stored securely in 
the Scottish Government’s official corporate record. Representations will be shared with the 
applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, any people or organisations that 
we consult in relation to the application and, where necessary, be published online, however 
personal information will be removed before sharing or publishing.

A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/
PrivacyNotice. If you are unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns about 
how your personal information will be handled, contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@
gov.scot or Marine Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria 
Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Annabella MacIntyre has 
registered their croft 5 
Cuilcheanna, Kilmallie 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 
December 9, 2019.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is C5697.
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TRANSPORT SCOTLAND 

THE A83 TRUNK ROAD (TARBERT) (30MPH SPEED LIMIT)  
ORDER 201[ ]
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they propose to make the 
above Order under sections 84(1)(a) and 124(1)(d) of, and paragraph 
27 of, schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 which will 
have the effect of imposing a 30mph speed limit on that following 
length of the A83 Tarbet – Lochgilphead – Campbeltown Trunk Road at 
Tarbert from a point 60 metres or thereby northeast of the centreline 
of the access road to The Ridge in a generally south westerly direction 
to a point 60 metres or thereby southwest of the centreline of 
Glen Park, a distance of 1.44 kilometres or thereby.
Full details of the proposal are contained in the Order which, 
together with a plan showing the length of road involved, statement 
of the Scottish Ministers’ reasons for proposing to make the Order 
and copy of the Order being revoked, may be examined free of 
charge during normal business hours from 21st March until 18th 
April 2019 at the offices of Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF; Tarbet Post Office, Woods 
Newsagent, Harbour Street, Argyll, PA29 6UD
Any person wishing to object to the proposed Order should send 
details of the grounds for objection in writing to the Director of 
Roads, c/o Christopher Lynch, Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF quoting reference 
A83/NW/CL by 18th April 2019.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on  
the Transport Scotland website at https://www.transport.
gov.scot/road-orders/?roadorderregion=1291
A SOMERVILLE 
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House,  
58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
ARMADALE AND MALLAIG 
FERRY TERMINALS  
Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited (CMAL) is nearing completion 
of a Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG) study to 
consider the long-term infrastructure requirements at Armadale 
and Mallaig ferry terminals. The study takes into consideration 
the pier, linkspan, passenger access system, vehicle marshalling 
areas, car parking and waiting facilities at both ferry terminals.

Public drop-in sessions have been arranged to present the options 
developed as part of the study, and to gather feedback from 
members of the public.

Individuals are welcome to drop in at any time during the sessions.

Representatives of CMAL, and the appointed consultants Mott 
MacDonald Ltd and Peter Brett Associates will be available during 
both sessions to discuss the study and any concerns or queries.

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd

01475 749920 | operations@cmassets.co.uk 
www.cmassets.co.uk

Tuesday 26th March, 4pm – 7pm

An Crùbh, Duisdale Beag, Sleat IV43 8QU

Wednesday 27th March, 4pm - 7pm 

West Highland Hotel, Davies Brae, Mallaig PH41 4QZ

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING APPLICATION

AC McLaren
H Waller
LA Bhatti
AD Palombo
AS Palombo
DR Palombo
19 & 20 North Ballachulish, 
Kilmallie
0.262 ha  – Site for a dwell-
ing house
96757

Written comments from 
any member of the croft-
ing community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand 
for the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 19/04/2019. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.gov.scot

The Crofting Commission 
takes the protection of your 
privacy seriously.  To safe-
guard your personal data 
and make sure that it is ac-
curate, we only collect and/
or store the data necessary 
to carry out our functions as 
a regulatory body.  You can 
find a copy of our Privacy 
Notice at 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.
uk/openness-and-custom-
er-care.

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED
PJ Riley
Ardchiavaig (uisken), 
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon 
86491
0.224 ha
Reason – Proposed new de-
velopment Condition – With 
fencing conditions.  
Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2017

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically 
at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY 
BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically at your 
nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following 
link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days and 21 days for 19/00959/FUL.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Erection of house

Convert garage to self
contained unit for letting
purposes

Installation of 2 electrical 
car charging points

Installation of 2 no.
electrical car charging 
points

Erection of house
(renewal of 15/04646/PIP )

Erection of house
(amendment to planning 
permission 17/05492/FUL)

Erection of 2 holiday log
cabin homes

Erection of house

Alterations to vacant
building to form cafe 
area, shop area, craft 
area and excercise studio

19/01056/PIP

19/00502/FUL

19/00953/FUL

19/00959/FUL

19/00548/PIP

19/00671/FUL

19/01055/FUL

19/00942/FUL

19/00765/FUL

Site 150M North Of Faichem Wood 
House Faichem, Invergarry

3 Inverlochy Place, Fort William

Isle Of Glencoe, Ballachulish

Guest Accomodation
Ballachulish Hotel

Land 200M North Of Achaidh
Curtaig, Morar

The Shack Duror, Appin

Land 200M SW Of Banada
4 Upper Inverroy Roy Bridge

Land 20M West Of Tigh An Achaidh 
Kepponach, Onich

Unit 2
Kinlochleven Business Park
Lochaber Road,
Kinlochleven

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publica-
tions owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall 
be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher 
whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  

In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of 
any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  
In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an adver-
tisement or part of an advertisement, 
the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or 
make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made where the error, 
misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 

the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order by 
the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis 
from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 as an administra-
tion fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. 
Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 
568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. 
http://termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.
co.uk
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

01546 603989
mbcargyll.com

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

SEPTIC TANK SERVICES
EMPTYING AND CLEANING • TANK INSPECTION 
TANK INSTALLATION • DRAINAGE AND SEWAGE 

SYSTEMS • GROUNDWORKS • PLANT HIRE

Oban Times 80 x 125_new.qxp_Layout 1  13/03/2019  15:46  Page 1

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

FREE HOME CONSULTATION AND FREE INSTALLATION 

 since 1972

NEW Roman Co�ection

see our website for details and more offers!

plus

20%
OFF 

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

BLINDS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.



£22. Also installation disc 
to suit sx218. £2. No longer 
required, phone for more 
information, Telephone 
07552 085839.
BLACK 5 WHEEL SWIVEL 
CHAIR, £25 Telephone 
01852 300320².

Luggage
TWO CABIN CASES  with 
wheels, £10 each  Tele-
phone 01866 822330.

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

Marine
CANOE BUOYANCY AIDS 
Two “Baltic” near mint 40kg 
buoyancy aids. Red/ Navy 
in bags, £25 Telephone 
01631 730280.
SEVYLOR INFLATABLE 
KAYAK Blue twin skin “Col-
orado” kayak. very little use. 
removable seats, luggage 
bag, paddles, pump, carry 
bag. Has good reviews, 
£99.99 Telephone 01631 
730280.
TELESCOPIC BOAT 
HOOK Extendable alumini-
um to approx. 2 metres, £7 
Telephone 01631 730280.
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Private sales free listings for items under £100
Antiques and 
Collectables
BESWICK China Shetland 
Foal excellent condition, 
£25 Telephone 01246 
456063.
GYPSY HANGING PAN 
small gypsy pan to hang 
over fi re, collectible, can 
email pics, no timewasters 
please, £30 Telephone 
01631 720369.
PENDELFIN Membership 
Model (1998)/Tidy Patch 
excellent condition, £29 
Telephone 01246 456063.

Baby Equipment
CHICCO STROLLER with 
added removable easy 
warm footmuff, black/white. 
Good condition, £25 Tele-
phone 01546 603128.
ECKAMAN ELECTRIC 
TELESCOPIC Trimmer, 
£50 Telephone 01546 
603128.
MAMAS AND PAPAS ZEST 
HIGH CHAIR used twice, 
only, £20 Telephone 01852 
300320².

Bicycles and 
Equipment
LADIES FOLDING BICY-
CLE “Apollo Transition” in 
good working order. black/
grey. large gel saddle. some 
extras, £50 Telephone 
01631 730280.

Building / DIY
AIR POWERED TOOLS 
Chisel Kit, Reversible 
Air Drill Kit, Air Shears. 
Unused, complete kits. No 
longer required, priced as 
a bundle. Oban area, £20 
Telephone 01631 563051.
ELECTRIC SAW Black and 
Decker, £30 Telephone 
01586 552834.
HAMMER DRILL JCB 
rotary hammer drill, £40 
Telephone 01586 552834.
HEAT GUN Black and 
Decker, £20 Telephone 
01586 552834.
JIGSAW Black and Deck-
er, £20 Telephone 01586 
552834.
MITER SAW 350mm, £40 
Telephone 01586 552834.
NIBBLER ATTACHMENT 
Sealey drill nibbler attach-
ment model no. SNA9821. 
Brand new and unused 
in original pack, £15 Tele-
phone 01631 730280.
PLANER Black and Decker 
power devil planer, £30 

Telephone 01586 552834.
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Cars and Car Parts 
under £250
SPARE WHEEL - SUBA-
RU Unused, Semita SUV 
225/60R17, including alloy 
rim. Oban area, £45 Tele-
phone 01631 563051.

Computers and 
Games
10” TABLET BUSH SPIRA 
B2 32GB Storage Space. 
Good condition, £50 Tele-
phone 01546 606085.

Domestic Pets
COLLIE PUPS two females, 
off working strain, ready 
now. Lochaber area. Call 
for more details,  07740 
983270.
LABRADOR PUPS 3 
Pedigree Black Labrador 
pups(male). KC Registered 
& micro-chipped. Ready 
to go 1st April.  Please 
call Raymond Fletcher for 
more details, Isle of Islay,  
£550 Telephone 07508 
338197/01496 840568.
PUPPIES FOR SALE Collie 
Spaniel x Collie Spaniel, 10 
weeks old, brought up in 
family home with children 
and other dogs, very happy, 
playful puppies, Telephone 
01631 740331 Duror.

Furniture
IKEA LIGHT ASH COLOUR  
TABLE new table with de-
tachable steel legs, seats 
6, can be used as desk, 
selling as need space, can 
email pics, width 32” length 
63”, £50 Telephone 01631 
720369.
ROUND GLASS COFFEE 
TABLE 30” diameter x 18” 
high, £10 Telephone 01852 
300320.
WALNUT COFFEE TABLE  
with two drawers and 
enough space for books, 
magazines in very good 
condition, £65 Telephone 
01631 566811.

Garden
SHED BASE Unused eco 
friendly shed base system 
for 8ftx6ft garden shed with 
instructions in 2 cardboard 
boxes. Cost £114, £40 Tele-

phone 01546 600458.
UNIQUE GARDEN TABLE 
Constructed from marine 
buoy with slatted round top 
1.3m in diameter, plus two 
stools. Can send photo, £45 
Telephone 01631 730280.
VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40, 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various 
sizes from £90, Telephone 
01631 564578².

Hobbies and Crafts
ARTISTS PORTABLE EA-
SEL Folding tripod design. 
Good condition, £10 Tele-
phone 01631 730280.
HORNBY 0 GAUGE 
RAILWAY TRACKS Asst. 
straights, curves and 
points. Approx. 50 pieces 
that just need cleaning up. 
Enquiries welcome. Oban 
area, £12 Telephone 01631 
563051.
NEWHOME SEWING 
MACHINE V.G.C, £60 ono 
Telephone 07528 769012.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.
TOYOTA SEWING MA-
CHINE in good working 
order,£50 Telephone 07598 
769012.

Home Entertainment
TV BRACKET New in box. 
Multi Positional. Fits up to 
32 inch, £20 Telephone 
01546 603128.

Home Furnishings
FLAT WOVEN JUTE RUG 
Ikea large rug 2.5 x 3.5 me-
tres. modern design, brown/
grey/fawn/white rectangles. 
reversible. suit playroom 
or similar, £40 Telephone 
01631 730280.

Home O�  ce
30 + PRINTER INKS 
Epsom compatible, to suit 
SX105, SX110, SX115, 
SX218, SX205, SX210. 

Miscellaneous
ELECTRONIC CASH REG-
ISTER Sharp ER-A610, 
Only 50 Tel 01852 300320².
VINTAGE HANING LAMP 
Brown enamel, base glass, 
funnel top, hanging chains 
for pendant effect, can 
email pics, £20 Telephone 
01631 720369.

Musical Instruments
ACCORDION FOR SALE 
2 row button key. Sonola, 
similar Paolo - Soprani. 
4 voice tuned C#/D, with 
gigbag and straps. Call PM 
or evening, £480 Telephone 
07747 162543.

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
BENROSS EVOLUTION 
R DRIVER 7 months old, 
immaculate condition. 
Adjustable between 9-12 
degrees. Kuro Kage 50g 
stiff shaft. With matching 

head cover. Half the price 
of a new club, get yourself 
a bargain, £95 Tel 01583 
441352².

Pet Accessories
ALL WEATHER DOG 
COAT New in box. Large. 
Maroon Colour, £5 Tele-
phone 01546 603128.
LARGE DOG CONTROL 
HARNESS New in box. 
Black. Fully adjustable & 
multi functional, for exercise 
& as a car harness, £10 
Telephone 01546 603128.

Plants & Shrubs
SNOWDROPS - IN THE 
GREEN 6” pots (full) - 
£7.50, trays approx 500 
bulbs £50, trays approx 
250 bulbs £25. Ready for 
collection from Old Garden 
Nursery, Taynuilt. david.
croucher52@gmail.com, 
Tel 07738 199988².

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
, market your business ef-
fectively with professionally 
designed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp Print. 
Contact on,  Tel 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival or 
big day.  Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake.  Call 
Krisp Print on Tel 01586 
554975.

Wanted
ADMIRALTY CHARTS 
WANTED OLD Admiralty 
Charts, the older the better,  
Telephone 07771 577994.
MILITARIA ITEMS WANT-
ED Local collector, Tele-
phone 07796 314296.

TENDERS 
INVITED

For dismantling & 
disposal of 4 old 

mussel farm rafts 
of metal, wood & 

plastic, each about 
13m x 13m, now 

500m o� shore 
at South Shian. 
Enquiries to Mr 
Craik, Grendon, 

Barcaldine,
PA37 1SG. 



ENGAGEMENTS
McARTHUR - ROSS - Both 
families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of 
Shona, daughter of Anne and 
Archie McArthur, Tiretigan 
Farm, Kilberry to Alexander, 
Son of Lady Provost Hanna 
& RH Lord Lieutenant and 
Lord Provost Frank Ross, 
Corstorphine, Edinburgh, 
on Saturday, February 23 at 
Fonab Castle.

DEATHS
BLACK - Anne (Nancy), 
died, aged 91 years, on March 
14, 2019 in Oban, where she 
was born and lived. Fourth 
daughter of Barbara and 
Donald Black (butcher) of 
Oban and Kererra “who 
provided a childhood which 
has sustained us through 
life”. Sister of Catherine, 
Isobel and Curstan. Aunt 
to Fiona, Barbara, Alison, 
Calum, Jane. Great aunt to 
Robbie, Jamie, Josie, Seonaid, 
Ross and Rosy. Great great 
aunt to Oscar, William 
and Euan. Friend to many. 
Shopkeeper (Nancy Black’s 
Chandlery), sailor, world 
traveller and recorder of local 
and family history of Oban 
and area. Funeral on Friday, 
March 29 at 1pm in Oban 
Parish Church therea� er 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery and 
refreshments. All welcome.
DAWSON-BOWMAN - 
Doris. On March 10, 2019, in 
the arms of her loving family, 
at Gowanlea Christadelphian 
Care Home, Bannockburn, in 
her 102nd year. Adored wife 
of the late Hamish, dearly 
loved by Michael and Lesley, 
her seven grandchildren, six-
teen great-grandchildren and 
one great-great grandson. 
Asleep in the Lord, awaiting 
the Master’s call.
FILES - Peacefully at home 
on March 13, 2019, Catriona 
ANNE, in her 54th year. 
Loving mum and best friend 
to Tia and Dale, daughter of 
the late Tom and Sarah, much 
loved sister aunt and great-
aunt. Funeral service will be 
held at Oban Parish Church 
on � ursday, March 21, 2019 
(today) at 1pm. Family � ow-
ers only please.
FLAVELL - Anne “Cookie”, 
owner proprietor of Seafare, 
Tobermory for over 40 years, 
died on Sunday, March 10, 
2019. � ere will be a fare-
well to her at � e Western 
Isles Hotel, Tobermory on 
Saturday, March 23 at 1pm. 
At her request loud shirts and 
silly hats encouraged but not 
compulsory. Collection for 
Mary’s Meals.
LINDSAY-MACDOUGALL 
- James, Younger of Lunga. 
Unexpectedly at home in his 
54th year, on March 15, 2019. 
Funeral in Craignish at a 
dateto be announced.
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS
Together we will beat cancer

Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man 
(1103). Northern Ireland charity registration pending.

£38m  

Thanks to you, we funded £38m of life-saving 
research in Scotland last year. Help bring 
forward the day when all cancers are cured. 
Donate today.

Cancer Research UK PO Box 1561, Oxford, OX4 9GZ
Oban Local Committee Treasurer, c/o Glenside, 
Polvinister Road, Oban PA34 5TN, or
Cancer Research UK Oban Shop

of life-saving
       research

 cruk.org

MACCORMICK - Peacefully 
at home surrounded by family 
on March 16, 2019, Ronnie 
Maccormick, (Oban Mart), age 
70 years. Much loved husband 
to Margaret and treasured 
brother, brother-in-law and 
special uncle. A true gentleman 
and a dear friend to many. Will 
be sadly missed but always in 
our thoughts. A celebration of 
life will be held in Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls at 1pm on 
� ursday, March 28, 2019 
and interment at 12 noon on 
Friday March 29, 2019 at Reilig 
Òdhrain Cemetery, Isle of Iona. 
Family � owers only.
MACDONALD - Alasdair, 
son of the late Hugh and E�  e 
(Kenovay, Tiree), brother of 
Ishbel, Sheena and the late 
Donald, husband of the late 
Anna and much loved dad 
of Fay, Rod and Calum died 
March 4, 2019, aged 87.
MACFADYEN - Peacefully 
on Saturday, March 16, 
2019, at Raigmore Hospital, 
a� er a short illness, Sheena 
MacFadyen, Stoneyholm, 
School Road, Conon Bridge, 
aged 67 years. Former License 
Trade. Dearly loved wife to 
Colin, greatly loved mother to 
Grant, Alastair and Catrina, 
precious grandmother to Isla, 
Calum and Lexi, much loved 
twin sister to Alistair, beloved 
daughter of the late Elma and 
Ian Grant, Pittendreich Mill, 
Elgin. Sorely missed by many. 
Funeral service on � ursday, 
March 28 at 12 noon in 
Inverness Crematorium. All 
friends respectfully invited. 
Donations welcome at the 
service for Munlochy Animal 
Aid and � e Highland 
Hospice or please forward to 
William T. Fraser and Son, 
Culduthel Road, Inverness. 
MACPHERSON - Margaret 
(née Cunningham). 
Peacefully at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital on Tuesday, March 
12, 2019, following a long 
illness courageously borne 
and surrounded by the love 
of her family. Beloved wife of 
Alasdair, loving mother and 
mother-in-law of Gordon and 
Ali, and loved grandmother 
of Rachel and Joshua. Funeral 
service will be held at Kilmore 
Parish Church on Friday, 
March 22, 2019 at 1pm. 
Family � owers only please, 
donations if desired to North 
Argyll Home Residents Fund.

ORR - Suddenly at home in 
Lagavulin on March 13, 2019, 
Jim, aged 70 years. Beloved 
husband of Marjory, née 
Robertson, much loved father 
of Alan and Graeme, father-
in-law to Lindsay and Laura, 
devoted papa to Ethan and 
dear brother, brother-in-law 
and uncle. Funeral service 
on Friday, March 22, 2019 
at St John’s Church, Port 
Ellen at 11.30am followed by 
interment in Kilnaughton 
Cemetery, Islay.
REID - Suddenly but peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
on Monday, March 18, 2019, 
William Campbell Reid (known 
as Campbell), aged 87 years, 
surrounded by his family. Much 
loved husband of Frances, 
dad, father-in-law, grandad, 
great-grandad and uncle.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
GALBRAITH - Val and 
family would like to thank 
everyone for the overwhelm-
ing amount of support shown 
following the heart-breaking 
loss of Robert (Gal). � ank 
you to all the sta�  at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital for the 
care and attention that was 
shown to Gal. We extend our 
sincere thanks to Rev. Dugald 
Cameron for his guidance. 
� anks also to Petals of 
Oban for the beautiful � ower 
arrangement. We would like 
to thank Ian at D&A Munn 
Funeral Directors for making 
such a sad time a little easier 
by their care and kindness 
shown. Donations to ABCD 
amounted to £539.49.
MACLEOD - � e family 
would like to express their 
gratitude to all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness and support 
following the sad loss of 
Murdo MacLeod, a beloved 
husband to Audrey, father 
to Maria and Iona, grandpa 
and father-in-law. � ank you 
to John McLellan, Funeral 
Directors, for their support 
and professional care. Special 
thanks to Mgr Donald 
MacKinnon, Fr Stanislaw and 
Deacon � omas Wynne for 
a beautiful service and to all 
who attended. � ank you to 
all who sent cards and mes-
sages o� ering comfort at this 
sad time. Donations for Ward 
1 Belford Hospital, came to 
£359.54.

PATERSON - � e family 
of the late Tricia Paterson 
would like to thank all 
family and friends for their 
kindness and support at this 
sad time. � anks to all who 
attended the funeral service, 
many having travelled very 
far to be there. A big thank 
you to Jamie, Beth and all 
at Mike McFall’s for their 
kindness and compassion. 
Special thanks to all the sta�  
at the Belford Hospital and 
to Alyson Stewart for her 
comforting service. Many 
thanks to Meg and the sta�  at 
the Railway Club for a lovely 
bu� et, and to Shiona and 
Colin at McDonald Brothers 
for the beautiful � owers. 
Finally thank you to everyone 
who attended the service and 
gave generously to the fami-
ly’s chosen charities, Cancer 
Research and the Belford 
Hospital.
PATERSON - Tricia’s Mam, 
Christine, and brother 
Brian, would like to thank 
everyone - family, friends and 
neighbours for their cards, 
� owers and phone calls.  We 
were overwhelmed with all 
the kindness and support we 
received. Tricia will never be 
forgotten and will be sorely 
missed by everyone for her 
kind, gentle manner and 
her lovely smile. She was a 
special, loving daughter and 
sister, taken from us too soon.
SHARP - Marion, � omas, 
Linda and all the family 
would like to thank all the 
people who sent cards and 
� owers, also to thank all the 
sta�  up at the hospital who 
cared for Alex while he was 
their patient, the ambulance 
crews who were always there 
when he was so ill, the Lorn 
Medical Centre for all their 
help. � anks to Catriona, 
Owen and James Hoey for all 
their help. � anks also to the 
people who travelled to Perth 
in such a miserable day of 
rain to be with us.

MEMORIAMS
ARMSTRONG - In loving 
memory of my dearest moth-
er, who passed away March 
23, 1975. Also remembering 
dear friends Tootsie and 
Mairi Campbell, Mrs Madge 
MacIsaac, Rev John MacLeod 
and his dear wife Dolina, 
also Donnie Ferguson, a very 

kind and caring vet, also John 
Allan MacNeil, Barra and 
dear friend Nancy Du� y, also 
Pat Fountain.
- Mrs Mary Lamont.
BOGLE - 1st Anniversary.
Mary, a very dear wife, mum, 
granny, sister, sister in law and 
auntie. In our hearts and minds 
forever. With all our love.
- � e family in Skipton, 
Australia, Fort William, 
Garryhallie Gerinish and 
Benbecula.
CAMERON - Sadie MacIntyre 
(7.05.1932 - 25.03.2018)
Happy memories of a won-
derful sister who lived life to 
the full
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Edith, Ruth and Marjorie.

CAMPBELL - In loving mem-
ory of my dear mother and 
grandmother, Betty Lyall, 
who died on March 19, 1979.
Never a day but in our thoughts.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter, Ann, Angus, Lorne, 
Gordon, Gillian, Ardness, 
Bunessan. Mull.
DEMPSTER - In loving 
memory of a dear mother 
and nana Morag Scoular, 
who died March 24, 1986, 
also her husband Kenny, who 
December 1, 1989.
- Fondly remembered by 
Hugh and her grandchildren.
MACDONALD - Precious 
memories of a loving son 
Euan, brother and uncle to 
Iona, Donald, Iain, Morven 
and Jamie. Too dearly loved 
to be forgotten. From us all.
- Mum, 47 Drumfada Terrace, 
Corpach.



� e potential impact of Brexit on rural 
Scotland has been described as the ‘21st 
Century Clearances’ in a new report 
published by Scottish Rural Action.

� e report summarises � ndings from a 
series of community conversations held 
across rural Scotland.

Amanda Burgauer, the charity’s 
chairwoman, said: ‘� is report is about 
giving voice to a rural point of view that 
is rooted in Scotland’s people and places, 
rather than its rural industries. � ree 
major themes emerged.

‘Of most concern was the fear of long-
term depopulation, exacerbated by the 
economic impact of the end of freedom 
of movement.  � ere was an expectation 
of a hollowing out of rural Scotland 
through loss of EU funding, and there 
was worry about social cohesion with 
Brexit intensifying a sense of ongoing 
powerlessness in rural communities.

‘� ere is widespread anger and 

frustration across 
rural Scotland, 
but that anger isn’t 
solely about Brexit.  
It was clear from 
workshop discussions 
that Brexit is 
compounding long-
standing concerns 
about rural equity 
and fragility.

‘Brexit was 
described as the 
“straw that breaks rural Scotland’s 
back”, with people pointing to structural 
fragilities across rural communities. 
Participants generally believed that a 
historic over-reliance on EU funding 
to “prop-up” rural areas makes rural 
Scotland particularly exposed to future 
loss of EU support.’

� e report was presented to Argyll and 
Bute MSP Michael Russell, who said: ‘� e 

Scottish Government is 
committed to ensuring 
the voices of rural 
communities are 
heard and I commend 
Scottish Rural Action 
for the work it has done 
to achieve this.

‘� e � ndings in this 
report are stark. Taking 
Scotland out of the EU 
against our will removes 
us from a market which 

is eight times bigger than the UK alone.
‘Rural communities are deeply worried 

about the impact of Brexit on their lives. 
From funding and trade to community 
life and the workforce, many believe 
the e� ects will be nothing short of 
catastrophic.

‘� is is, sadly, yet another example 
of just how damaging Brexit will be for 
Scotland.’

� e report also highlights potential 
opportunities for rural Scotland 
post-Brexit.

Ms Burgauer added: ‘People shared 
a vision for what rural Scotland could 
achieve if empowered and resourced.  
Of particular note was the opportunity 
to detach rural funding from the EU 
priorities of agriculture and � sheries 
policy, acknowledging that technological 
developments are changing what rural 
means in the 21st century.

‘We have summarised that rural vision 
in our report and we are inviting the 
Scottish Government to examine our 
� ndings and take steps to empower rural 
Scotland’s people and places, regardless 
of the eventual Brexit outcome.’

� e report, 21st Century Clearances: 
What does Brexit mean for rural 
Scotland? is published by Scottish Rural 
Action and can be downloaded from 
www.sra.scot
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THOUGHT
for the week

Oban lifeboat launches in 
hunt for missing divers Who knows what the weather will 

be like as you read this? A� er some 
record-breaking highs in February 
we seem to be back to what passes for 
normal in these parts.

However it is o�  cial – spring is 
here – as of yesterday, Wednesday 
March 20. So roll on long days and 
hopefully some warmth!

Of course all this extra daylight and 
heat will mean lawns will need to be 
mown, hedges trimmed, abundant 
weeds removed.

Climate change is frequently in the 
news and we are rightly challenged to 
be less wasteful in our use of natural 
resources. But do we ever take stock 
to consider the amazing reality of 
our planet’s unique environment and 
ability to provide the ideal setting for 
life in all its variety?

� e Christian perspective is that 
this has not come about by chance or 
accident but by the awesome power 
of a Creator God who has made it 
so. He remains committed to his 
creation – remember his promise to 
Noah long ago – as long as the earth 
endures there would be seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night unceasingly.

Every day God is keeping his 
promise and his commitment 
extends to the Biblical hope of a 
complete renewal of all the creation, 
sometimes described as a new 
heavens and a new earth. Central to 
this promise is the person and work 
of Jesus Christ, whose death and 
resurrection we will soon remember 
at Easter.

So as we see new life all around, 
should we not give thanks for it, do 
what we can to care for what the 
Creator has entrusted to us, and 
believe that the God who is ever 
faithful to his word has not changed?

He keeps his promises.
James Beaton

Oban Free Church

Oban RNLI Lifeboat, Mora 
Edith MacDonald, launched 
on service on Tuesday March 
19 following reports of two 
divers missing from a RIB 
dive vessel in the Sound of 
Kerrera.

Oban lifeboat launched at 
1.03pm, leaving the berth 
within minutes of the call 
with its crew of seven, to 
search for the pair who had 
not returned to their dive 
vessel. 

� e boat which had three 
people on board, had also 
su� ered engine failure and 

was adri�  just north of 
Heather Island in the Sound 
of Kerrera.

� e lifeboat quickly arrived 
on scene and a search was 
started. � ankfully, the two 
divers were located close to 
the shore.

Made visible by their 
surface marker buoys, they 
were immediately recovered 
on to the lifeboat and 
checked over but no medical 
attention was needed.

Returning to the dive boat, 
the three people on board 
were also recovered on to 

the lifeboat and a tow was 
established with the RIB. 

� e boat was taken under 
tow to Dunsta� nage, 
arriving alongside by 
2.05pm. 

� ankfully the call-out 
resulted in all involved being 
recovered safe and well, and 
they were landed ashore 
and assisted by Oban’s 
Coastguard Rescue Team.

Oban lifeboat le�  the 
marina at 2.13pm, returning 
to the station and being 
ready for service again by 
2.40pm.

Brexit could lead to ‘21st century 
clearances’, claims rural charity
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Fixtures

�e shinty schedule was weath-
er-ravaged for a third successive 
weekend with only three men’s 
matches and one women’s game 
going ahead. 

Mowi Premiership
Newtonmore P
Oban Camanachd P
�e match of the day in shinty’s top 
�ight would have been the meeting 
between Newtonmore and Oban 
Camanachd at the Eilan. However, 
snow in the Newtonmore area led to 
a Saturday morning postponement.  

Three in a row for weather

Next up for Oban Camanachd 
is a game against Kinlochshiel at 
Moss�eld this Saturday. 

Boss Stephen Sloss has a couple 
of concerns ahead of that game. He 
said: ‘Chrissie MacMillan is free 
of suspension but he also has a bad 
knee and would have missed the 
Newtonmore match had it gone 
ahead. Scott MacKillop is back in 
training though and he would have 
started last Saturday.’

However, the news on Craig 
MacDougall is not as positive as the 
injury picked up in the draw with 
Lovat signals a spell on the sidelines. 

Sloss added: ‘Craig has a cruciate 
injury which is a shame for him. 
He’ll need an MRI scan and we’re 
not sure at this stage just how long 
we’ll be without him.

‘Hopefully this week’s game 
against Kinlochshiel will go ahead 
though. You always want to get a run 
of games at this time in the season 
and, it would be especially good to 
play this week as we don’t have a 
�xture the Saturday a�er.’

Newtonmore and Kingussie clash 
in the �rst Badenoch derby of the 
season at the Eilan and if there’s a 
positive to take from the weekend 
postponement for Newtonmore 
manager Paul John MacKintosh, it’s 
that skipper Evan Menzies has been 
given an additional week to recover 
a�er pulling up in the opening 
minute of the win over Caberfeidh.

Lovat 2 Kingussie 2
An injury-time Savio Genini goal 
earned Kingussie a 2-2 draw against 
table-toppers Lovat at Balgate.

Lovat manager Fraser Gallacher 
�elded the same starting 12 that 
drew at Oban Camanachd a week 
earlier. Martin Mainland returned 
but he was listed as a substitute 
along with �omas Fraser and 
Calum MacAulay.

Kingussie boss John Gibson had 
James Falconer free of suspension 
and he started on the bench with 

Ryan MacWilliam and Kieran 
MacPherson

�is was the only national �xture 
to beat the weather but it rained 
throughout the 90 minutes. 

�e visitors lost Lee Bain early in 
the �rst half with James Falconer 
coming on at right wing forward and 
Roddy Young going to full forward. 

Lovat bombarded the Kingussie 
goal in the �rst half and would sure-
ly have been ahead had it not been 
for some great goalkeeping from 
Craig Dawson and some resolute 
defending from Rory MacKeachan. 

It looked like it would take some-
thing special to beat keeper Dawson 
and when Fraser Heath played in 
Marc MacLachlan, he sent a pow-
erful shot goalwards but the e�ort 
went over the bar. 

Kingussie wing centre Rory 
MacGregor unleashed a powerful 
shot on 34 minutes which looked on 
target but was de�ected away by a 
Lovat defender.

Kingussie’s Roddy Young got the 
ball on the right on 41 minutes and 
his shot was well saved by Stuart 
MacDonald. 

Lovat broke the deadlock with 
just 60 �rst-half seconds remaining. 
Marc MacLachlan, who had a good 
half, found his strike partner Greg 
Matheson and his shot took the 
slightest de�ection o� a defender’s 
caman on its way into the net to 
make it 1-0. 

In truth, the hosts should have 
been further ahead at the interval.

Lovat went back on the attack from 
the restart and when Greg Matheson 
put Marc MacLachlan through, he 
lost his footing and his shot went 
over the top.

Greg Matheson then ran in on goal 
but his �ick went just outside the 
post.  

Kingussie made Lovat pay for their 
missed chances when Savio Genini 
equalised on 49 minutes. Genini 
was 25 yards out and his powerful, 
low back-hand shot was likely seen 

late by Stuart MacDonald as the ball 
beat him on his right side.  

Lovat went back on the attack 
and when Fraser Heath played the 
ball into the D just three minutes 
later, Matheson and MacLachlan 
exchanged passes but didn’t take the 
chance to shoot and the danger was 
cleared. 

Lovat swapped Graeme MacMillan 
for Martin Mainland just short of 
the hour. Lovat had a corner at the 
time from which Lewis Tawse found 
Greg Matheson, who trapped the 
ball at the edge of the D but his shot 
de�ected wide. 

However Lovat regained the lead 
on 65 minutes. Some powerful 
play from Marc MacLachlan saw 
him hold o� Robert Mabon and 
MacLachlan pulled the ball away 
before producing a back-hand strike 
which beat the keeper on his le� side 
with the ball going tight into the 
corner of the net.

Marc MacLachlan was injured in 
the process of getting the goal and 
although he had to be replaced, he 
came back on later in the game. 

Just �ve minutes later, Ruaraidh 
Anderson’s shot skidded along the 
surface and Lovat goalie Stuart 
MacDonald had to move quickly 
to get his feet behind the ball just 
inside his right post. 

Lovat had a chance to extend their 
lead on 73 minutes. Lorne MacKay 
sent the ball forward to Fraser 
Heath, who was now at full forward. 
Heath took the ball around Robert 
Mabon but keeper Craig Dawson 
was brave, standing up to the shot to 
make the save. 

Lovat had dominated the �rst 75 
minutes of the game but there was 
a break in play as Martin Mainland 
su�ered a cut above his eye a�er 
being accidentally caught following 
a tussle with Fraser Munro. 

When play restarted, it was 
Kingussie, with James Hutchison 
now bossing the mid�eld, who 
took control and it was constant 

A tussle between Lovat’s Lorne MacKay and Kingussie’s James Hutchison is watched by Fraser Munro of 
Kingussie. Photo: Neil Paterson.

Kingussie pressure until the end. 
Lovat held on and the match was 

into stoppage time when Savio 
Genini earned Kingussie a dramatic 
point. �e ball dropped into Ryan 
MacWilliam, who was now at full 
forward, and it bounced up into the 
air before Genini took it past the 
full back and, as Stuart MacDonald 
came running o� his line, the 
Scotland U21 forward �icked it past 
him and into the net to make it 2-2. 

Indeed Kingussie almost nicked 
both points at the end. �e ball was 
played into space on the Kingussie 
right where Savio Genini ran onto it. 
Keeper Stuart MacDonald came o� 
his line and the two players collided 
just inside the D. All eyes turned to 
referee Iain Kennedy who awarded 
the hosts a free-hit. 

Both sets of players deserve great 
credit for their endeavour during a 
bitterly cold and wet a�ernoon. 

Craig Dawson and Rory 
MacKeachan stood out for Kingussie 
as did two-goal Savio Genini, who 
displayed very good stick work 
throughout. 

Greg Matheson and Marc 
MacLachlan linked up really well for 
Lovat whilst Craig Mainland turned 
in a man of the match performance.   

Lovat travel to Caberfeidh this 
coming weekend and Kingussie are 
o� to the Eilan to play Newtonmore. 

Kinlochshiel P Kilmallie P
Kinlochshiel and Kilmallie had con-
trasting experiences on the opening 
day of the shinty season. 

’Shiel su�ered a heavy defeat at 
Lovat whilst Kilmallie won at cham-
pions Newtonmore. 

�ey have both been le� frustrated 
since then with their noon throw-up 
at Kirkton called o� because of an 
unplayable pitch. 

Lochaber P Kyles Athletic P
Lochaber’s match with Kyles 
Athletic at Spean Bridge was called 
o� 24 hours ahead of throw-up as 
the pitch was unplayable.  

�is is a third postponement for 
Kyles, whose new manager Dunky 
Kerr has yet to lead the side in com-
petitive action. 

Caberfeidh P Inveraray P 
Inveraray’s match against 
Caberfeidh was switched to Castle 
Leod midweek as the Winterton was 
ruled unplayable. 

However, the wet weather led to a 
Friday morning postponement as 
the pitch was water-logged.

Caberfeidh’s Blair Morrison faces 
a spell on the sidelines a�er dislo-
cating his shoulder playing football. 

Mowi National 
Division
Oban Celtic P Beauly P
Oban Celtic’s match with Beauly was 
postponed on Saturday morning as 
Moss�eld was ruled unplayable. 

Oban Celtic are on the road this 
coming Saturday as they head for 
Blairbeg to play Glenurquhart. Neil 
Carmichael remains on the injury 

Fixtures March 23 2019
Mowi Premiership
Caberfeidh v Lovat  
Martin MacLean 
Kilmallie v Lochaber  
Calum Girvan   
Kyles Athletic v Inveraray  
Lachie Wood
Newtonmore vKingussie  
Archie Ritchie
Oban Caman v Kinlochshiel  
Ross Brown

Mowi National Division
Bute v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Des McNulty
Fort William v Skye   
Alex MacVicar
Glenurquhart v Oban Celtic  
Brian MacKay – 3pm
Strathglass v Beauly  
Iain Kennedy

Mowi North Division 1
Kingussie v Caberfeidh   
Deek Cameron 
Kinlochshiel v Inverness   
Andy MacLean 
Lovat v Glengarry   
John Angus Gillies
Skye v  Fort William   
Steven MacLachlan

Mowi South Division 1
Col Glen v Lochside Rovers 
Graham Fisher
Glasgow MA v Inveraray   
Robert Baxter
Tayforth v Ballachulish  
Ewan MacDonald
Taynuilt v Aberdour  
Graham Cameron

Mowi North Division 2
Beauly v Strathglass  
John Matheson
Inverness vLewis   
John Wood – 1pm
Boleskine v Kilmallie  
Ronnie Campbell
Lochcarron v Strathspey 
 
Mowi South Division 2
Aberdour v Bute    
Neil MacDonald 
Kilmory v  Glenorchy  
Euan Pearson – 2pm
Oban Celtic  v Ardnamurchan 
Jim Innes

(All throw ups 2.30pm unless 
stated)
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Results
Saturday March 16
Mowi Premiership
Inveraray P v P Caberfeidh
Uplayable � eld 
Kinlochshiel P v P Kilmallie
Unplayable � eld  
Lochaber P v P Kyles Athletic
Unplayable � eld
Lovat 2 v 2 Kingussie
Newtonmore P v P Oban Caman
Unplayable � eld
 
Mowi National Division
Bute P v P Fort William
Unplayable � eld
Glasgow MA P v P Strathglass
Unplayable � eld
Oban Celtic P v P Beauly
Unplayable � eld 
Skye P v P Glenurquhart
Unplayable � eld

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Aberdeen Uni 0 v 4 Lovat 
Fort William P v P Glenurquhart
Unplayable � eld
Glengarry P v P Newtonmore

Continued on page 56

Unplayable � eld
Inverness P v P Kingussie
Unplayable � eld   
Kinlochshiel P v P Skye
Unplayable � eld 

Mowi South Division 1
Aberdour P v P Inveraray
Unplayable � eld 
Ballachulish 2 v 1 Col Glen
Unplayable � eld 
Kyles Athletic P v P Tayforth
Unplayable � eld 
Lochside Rovers P v P Glasgow MA
Unplayable � eld
 
Mowi North Division 2
Beauly P v P Lewis
Unplayable � eld  
Kilmallie P v P Inverness
Unplayable � eld
Strathspey P v P Boleskine
Unplayable � eld 
Strathglass P v P Lochcarron
Unplayable � eld 

Mowi South Division 2
Glenorchy P v P Bute
Unplayable � eld 
Kilmory P v P Ardnamurchan
Unplayable � eld

list but Lee Askew may return. 
Captain Ross MacMillan will be 

forced to sit this one out as he serves 
a one-match suspension for passing 
through the disciplinary points 
threshold. 

Beauly make the relatively short 
journey to Strathglass. 

Glasgow MA P Strathglass P
Glasgow Mid Argyll are still to get 
their season underway as travel 
warnings prevented Strathglass 
from journeying to Yoker.

Bute P Fort William P
Bute’s � xture with Fort William was 
called o�  on Friday a� ernoon as the 
Meadows was unplayable. 

Glenurquhart P Skye P 
Glenurquhart and Skye Camanachd, 
the two sides relegated from the 
Mowi Premiership at the end of last 
season, were to meet in a 2pm throw 
up at Blairbeg.

� e match was originally sched-
uled for Pairc nan Laoch but it 
was transferred to Blairbeg during 
the week when it became clear the 
Portree pitch wouldn’t be playable.

However, the Drumnadrochit 
pitch also failed an inspection so 
was called o�  on Friday. 

Mowi North Division 1
Aberdeen University 0 Lovat 4
Whilst the rain played havoc in the 
west, the east coast clash between 
Aberdeen University and the Lovat 
colts at Balgownie beat the elements 
although the conditions were also 
challenging. 

Lovat took advantage of their 
rivals’ inactivity in the league and 
the 4-0 win takes them to the top of 
the table, ahead of Glengarry on goal 
di� erence. 

Cammy MacMillan broke the 
deadlock on 22 minutes when he lost 
his marker and dri� ed into space 
outside the box where he shot into 
the middle of the goal to make it 1-0.  
Lovat notched a crucial second goal 

a minute before the break. � ere was 
a scramble around the penalty spot 
and when the ball rolled to Finlay 
Ogilvie, he steered a strike into the 
middle of the net for his � rst goal at 
second team level. 

Lovat player/manager Jamie 
Matheson made it 3-0 on 63 minutes 
when he got past his marker by the 
penalty spot before driving a shot 
low wide of the keeper. 

Finlay Ogilvie capped a � ne per-
formance when he got his second 
and Lovat’s fourth goal a couple of 
minutes from time. Ogilvie stopped 
the ball from a corner before swiping 
it low into the bottom right corner of 
the net. 

Kingussie P Inverness P
� e contest between Inverness and 
the Kingussie seconds was switched 
from the Bught Park to the Dell on 
Friday lunchtime.  

However the wintry weather in 
the Badenoch area led to a Saturday 
morning postponement. 

Elsewhere in the division, the wet 
weather led to call-o� s in the second 
team matches between Kinlochshiel 
and Skye at Kirkton and Fort 
William and Glenurquhart at An 
Aird. 

Glengarry’s meeting with cham-
pions Newtonmore seconds at 
Craigard also fell foul of the weather.  

Mowi South Division 1
Lochside P Glasgow MA P
� ere was disappointment for 
Lochside Rovers and the Glasgow 
Mid Argyll reserves as their match 
at Ganavan was another weather-re-
lated casualty

Lochside look to record a third 
successive league win when they 
travel to Col Glen this Saturday. 

� e GMA seconds host their 
Inveraray counter-parts. 

Ballachulish 2 Col Glen 1
Ballachulish came from a goal down 
to beat Col Glen 2-1 at Jubilee Park. 

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph below.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was. You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright. To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
2pm Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into any of our offi ces  - The Oban Times, 
Lochavullin, Oban; The Lochaber Times, High Street, Fort William; 
The Campbeltown Courier, Main Street, Campbeltown; The 
Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead or the Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran by the same time. Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of 
delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the 
price of the coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time. Winners agree to have their photograph taken for 
publicity purposes. Winners’ names and home towns will appear in 
the newspaper. Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives 
and any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter. We will protect your personal data. We only gather 
what we need for the requirements of this competition. Entry data will 
be deleted/destroyed within 30 days of the competition entry deadline 
and in a manner appropriate to GDPR regulations. Entrant’s details 
will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT
£2200

       SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................
Tel No..............................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish. No photocopies allowed. You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB or hand in to any of our offi ces as detailed above.

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

 

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE...
The two entries who got nearest the 
ball and each receive £25 are:
M Wotherspoon
Oban
A Livingstone
Isle of Islay

RECENT  WINNERS:
T Campbell  Sept ‘ 18 £2500
S Campbell  Sept  ‘18 £2550
L Currie  Nov  ‘18 £800
L Nicolson  Dec  ‘18 £3900
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Continued from page 55
Balla’ lost new signing Jack 
Dignan early in the �rst half 
when a stick caught him on 
the head and he had to be 
substituted as a result. 

Not long a�er, Duncan 
Macdonald also had to leave 
the �eld of play with a head 
injury although both he and 
Dignan returned to start the 
second half. 

�e �rst half looked as if 
it would end goalless but 
when a ball over the top was 
missed by the Balla’ defence a 
minute before the break, Neil 
McKirdy �red a shot low past 
Marcus Spence in the home 
goal to give the visitors a 1-0 
lead at the interval. 

A quick start to the second 
half saw the hosts threaten 
the Col Glen goal with three 
or four chances created inside 
the D but the ball was cleared 
to safety on each occasion. 

A home goal was coming 
and it arrived on the hour. A 
ball in from the middle of the 
park found Dougie Rankin, 
who rejoined the club in the 
close season, and his shot was 
pushed wide by keeper Ewan 
Harrison. However, Duncan 
Macdonald collected posses-
sion and he ri�ed a shot into 
the roof of the net to make it 
1-1. 

Balla’ continued to press 
and Col Glen goalie Harrison 
made a string of saves to keep 
his side on level terms. 

However, Ballachulish took 
the lead on 62 minutes as 
Dougie Rankin found himself 
in front of the goal with the 
ball at his feet and he pinged 
a shot low past the keeper to 
make it 2-1. 

�ere was a stoppage �ve 
minutes from time when 
Jack Maclean went to clear 
from defence but the ball 
caught on-coming Col Glen 
full centre Niven MacVicar 
in the face and he required 
treatment. 

Aberdour P Inveraray P  
Aberdour’s game against the 
Inveraray second team at 
Silversands was a late call-o�. 

�is means Aberdour’s 
Craig Grant will serve the 
second game of his two match 
suspension at Taynuilt this 
coming Saturday. 

Tayforth P Kyles P 
�e Kyles Athletic second 
team and Tayforth were to 
play at Tighnabruaich but the 
game was moved to Levenhall 
Links 72 hours earlier. 

However, travel di�culties 
meant Kyles were unable to 
journey east so the match was 
postponed. 

Mowi North 
Division 2
�e entire North 2 �xtures 
were wiped out. 

�e matches between 
Kilmallie seconds and the 
Inverness seconds at the 
Canal Parks was another 
Friday postponement as 
was the Beauly seconds’ 
1pm throw up against Lewis 
Camanachd at Braeview 
Park.

Later in the day, the 
game at Cannich between 
the Strathglass colts and 
Lochcarron was called o� as 
was the 1.30pm throw up be-
tween Strathspey Camanachd 
and Boleskine at Grantown 
Grammar School.

Mowi South 
Division 2
Kilmory P 
Ardnamurchan P
�ere was Saturday morning 
disappointment for Kilmory 
and Ardnamurchan as their 
2pm throw up was called 
o� as MacRae Park was 
unplayable.

Glenorchy P Bute P
Glenorchy’s clash with the 
Bute seconds was postponed 
on Friday a�ernoon as Mart 
Park was unplayable. 

WCA Round Up
�e women’s shinty focus was 
on the regional leagues but 
the weather was again a big 
in�uence.

Mowi North 
Division 2
Skye 9 Inverness 3
�e match between the Skye 
Camanachd second team 
and Inverness was switched 

from Pairc nan Laoch to the 
Portree High school astro 
pitch. 

�is was the only match 
to go ahead in North 2 and 
Skye ran out 9-3 winners with 
Abby MacLean scoring seven 
times and Holly MacLean 
and Ceitidh Smith getting the 
others.  �e Inverness scorers 
were Caitlin Mutch, Amber 
MacKay and Katie McMillan. 

Fort William P Lovat P
�e �xture between Fort 
William and Lovat was 
postponed as An Aird was 
unplayable. 

Glengarry P Strathglass P
�e game between Glengarry 
and Strathglass was called 
o� as Craigard failed a pitch 
inspection.

Kinlochshiel P Lochaber P
�e �xture between 
Kinlochshiel and the 
Lochaber second team was 
postponed on Saturday 
a�ernoon as Kirkton was 
unplayable. 

Mowi South 
Division 2
Dunadd P Ardnamurchan P
�e clash between Dunadd 

and Ardnamurchan at 
MacRae Park was postponed.

Cowal & Bute P Tayforth P
�e game between Cowal & 
Bute and Tayforth was called 
o� as the pitch at the Dunoon 
Stadium was unplayable. 

Match assessors 
recruitment drive
�e Camanachd Associa-
tion is on the look-out for 
experienced, positive think-
ing members of the shinty 
community to add to their 
pool of match assessors. 

Each match assessor will 
cover games within an 
agreed locality and will be 
the eyes and ears of the sport 
to help encourage improved 
standards from all involved 
including match o�cials, 
coaches/managers, club 
o�cials and supporters. 

Match assessors will also 
help mould and develop 
closer interaction between 
these key groups in shinty 
and contribute to identifying 
the best ways of improving 
performance.

Travel expenses will be 
paid and a training/brie�ng 
session for those selected 
will be held prior to the 

start of the season. �e 
current match assessors are: 
Dougie Cameron (Taynuilt), 
Douglas Ferguson (Dunoon), 
Dunkie Kerr (Strachur), 
Donnie MacDougal 
(Glenorchy), Henry 
MacInnes (Stornoway), 
Dondy Robertson (Fort 
William), David Sta�ord 
(Fort William) and David 
Docherty (Glasgow).

For further details, please 
contact Graham Cormack, 
National Development 
Manager by e-mail at gra-
ham.cormack@shinty.com

WCA Cup Draws
�e opening round draws 
have been made for the WCA 
cup competitions.

Last season’s Mowi Valerie 
Fraser Camanachd cup �nal 
was broadcast live on BBC 
ALBA for the �rst time with 
this year’s show-piece game 
due to be covered also. 

Holders Badenoch should 
be too strong for Dunadd in 
their tie at the Dell whilst 
2018 runners up Skye will be 
favourites at Ardnamurchan.

Lochaber have home advan-
tage against Glenurquhart, 
who are newly promoted to 
the top �ight this term a�er 
winning North 2 and the 

Challenge Cup last season 
whilst Aberdour journey 
north to play Strathspey. 

First Round: 
Ardnamurchan v Skye
 Camanachd
Strathspey v Aberdour
Badenoch v Dunadd
Lochaber v Glenurquhart
�e Mowi Valerie Fraser 

Camanachd Cup �rst round 
ties will be played on Sunday 
April 28.

�e semi-�nal draw will 
take place a�er the �rst 
round ties are complete.

2018 Mowi Challenge 
Cup runners-up Inverness 
start this year’s campaign at 
home to the Glenurquhart 
seconds. 

�e Ardnamurchan sec-
onds have home advantage 
against Oban Lorn whilst 
Cowal & Bute are o� to 
Glasgow Mid Argyll. 

Glengarry will be favour-
ites at home to the Skye 
Camanachd second team 
whilst there should be an 
entertaining tussle between 
Fort William and Lovat at 
An Aird. 

First Round:
Aberdour v English Shinty
 Association
Ardnamurchan v Oban
Lorn
Glasgow Mid Argyll v 
Cowal & Bute
Glengarry v Skye 
Camanachd
Inverness v Glenurquhart
Fort William v Lovat
Kinlochshiel v Strathglass
Bye
Lochaber
�e Mowi Challenge Cup 

�rst round ties will take 
place on Sunday April 14  
with the exception of Fort 
William’s tie with Lovat, 
which takes place on Sunday 
April 7 and the Aberdour 
second team’s tie with the 
ESA which is scheduled for 
Sunday May 5.

Youth 
representative 
coaches wanted
�e Camanachd Associa-
tion is looking to �ll a num-
ber of coaching roles for the 
North and South U14 and 
U17 representative squads 
for the 2019 season. 

�e association hopes to 
make appointments before 
the youth games begin so 
the successful candidates 
can focus on their selection 
throughout the whole 
season. 

�is is a great opportunity 
for coaches to get involved 
in the representative set-up 
at youth level and to work 
closely with the association, 
and other coaches through-
out the district, to select 
and coach an elite squad of 
players. 

Enquiries can be made to 
the Camanachd Association 
Development Team. 

Lorne Brown, Balla-
chulish  gets a shot 
o� against Colglen 
in one  of only three 
games that beat 
the weather on 
Saturday.
Photo:  Kevin McGlynn

Lovat’s Craig Mainland goes 
down holding both sticks, with 
Kingussie’s Roddy Young.
Photos: Neil Paterson

Lovat’s Greg 
Matheson �ght 
or the ball with  

Kingussie’sRory 
MacKeachan.
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The new Taynuilt golf season swung into motion last 
weekend with teams Awe and Etive competing for the 
Cruachan Cup. Twnenty-four players enjoyed early 
spring sunshine on Sunday. Well done to winning 
team Awe.

GOLF

Magnus helps Scotland 
retain Calcutta Cup
Scotland pulled o�  a momentous comeback on 
Saturday against England to retain the Calcutta Cup, 
and Oban’s Magnus Bradbury played his part in the 
historic rugby game.

Scotland trailed by 31 points at one stage and went 
into half time trailing by 24, but through sheer grit 
and determination managed to turn the tables in the 
second half and led 38-31 with minutes to go.

However, a late try from England at Twickenham saw 
the game end in a 38-38 draw.

On the 49th minute, Ali Price chipped the ball over 
England’s defensive line, before o�  oading the ball to 
23-year-old Bradbury, who went on a ‘rampaging run’ 
to score his country’s third try.

At this point, the score was 31-19 to England, but 
Scotland continued to chip-away at the lead.

Scotland levelled on the 59th minute through a Finn 
Russell try and a conversion from Greig Laidlaw.

And with just four minutes left on the clock, Sam 
Johnson ran through three tackles, before diving 
between the posts and putting his side in front. Laidlaw 
converted to make it 38-31 in Scotland’s favour.

However, celebrations didn’t last long and England’s 
George Ford scored a last minute try and the match, 
which saw Scotland trail by 31 points, ended in a draw.

Bradbury, who plays for Edinburgh Rugby, only 
returned to international duty last month, following 
a four-month stint on the sidelines due to a shoulder 
injury.

Speaking to The Oban Times, Bradbury said: ‘It was a 
mental game. We were up against it after the � rst half 
but the way the boys came back and stuck in, it was 
amazing.’

When asked what it felt like to score in a game of that 
magnitude, the 23-year-old said: ‘It was great as well. It 
was special. It was good having my family there and my 
girlfriend managed to make it.’

He added: ‘It would have been special to � nish the 
tournament by beating England at Twickenham.’

Oban’s Magnus Bradbury charges over for his try 
against England during Scotland’s remarkable 
comeback to retain the Calcutta Cup at Twickenham. 
Photo: SNS Group SRU

INTERNATIONAL RUGBYLorne prove too 
strong for visitors

Oban Lorne  47
Helensburgh 19

Tennent’s West Division 2

Last weekend Oban Lorne 
welcomed Bishopton to 
Glencruitten for the penul-
timate home game of the 
season in West Division 2.

With the vote in last week’s 
regional meeting meaning 
Oban will stay in Division 
2 next season the Green 
Machine were looking to 
secure another home win to 
end what has been a fantastic 
season for the men in green.

In di�  cult conditions, due 
to the heavy rain that came 
in last week, Oban started 
brightly but took almost 
15 minutes to get on the 
score sheet as the travelling 
Bishopton team were defend-
ing well.

When the breakthrough 
did come it was Calum 
Maclachlan who led the way 
with one of his trademark 
charges through the oppo-
sition defence to score next 
to the posts and leave an 
easy conversion for Finlay 
Carmichael to give  the hosts 
a 7-0 lead.

Oban were playing well 
and linking well between 
forwards and backs when the 
ball was spun wide to Fergus 
McCoss, who was playing at 
fullback. He kicked ahead 
and regathered the ball to 
score in the corner to extend 
Oban’s lead to 12 points. 
Carmichael was just o�  target 
with the conversion.

� e next Oban try was out-
standing when from a lineout 
in the opposition 22 the Oban 
pack drove deep towards 
the opposition line before 
launching Calum Maclachlan 
o�  the back. He broke the 
� rst line of defence and then 

lost his balance and as he was 
falling managed to o�  oad the 
ball to the supporting Stanley 
Lister. � e hooker caught the 
pass and crashed over the 
line to cap another fantastic 
performance of what has been 
a great season for the gold 
miner. Carmichael converted 
the extras for Oban to lead 
19-0.

Powerful running
Calum Maclachlan was 

causing the Bishopton 
defence all sorts of problems 
with his powerful running 
and it was not long before 
he crossed the try line again. 
� is time he broke a tackle 
in the middle of the park and 
then ran through and around 
another couple of attempted 
tacklers to score next to the 
post. Carmichael was  on tar-
get again with the conversion 
to extend Oban’s lead to 26-0.

With only 25 minutes or so 
played and with the bonus 
point already in the bag, 
Oban relaxed and put on one 
of their best performances 
of the season, controlling 
most facets of the game and 

playing with great composure 
to keep the pressure on the 
opposition.

Fergus McCoss was to score 
his second of the a� ernoon 
a� er more great link play 
between the forwards and 
backs. From a lineout the 
Oban pack attacked into the 
mid� eld before bringing the 
ball back to the touchline for 
the fullback to score in the 
corner again. It was a well-
worked move and something 
that has been practised so 
much in training it was nice 
to see it coming o�  in the 
game. Oban 31 Bishopton 0.

If that was a good try the 
next one was even better; 
the rampant Oban pack 
taking the ball to Bishopton 
before a couple of quick rucks 
released the backs and Owen 
Mcdonald, the big number 8, 
latched on to a great pass to 
score another fantastic team 
try converted by Carmichael 
to put Oban into a 39-0 half-
time lead.

Fergus McCoss scored his 
� rst hat-trick for the club 
when he cut a great line and 
then used his impressive 
footwork to get round the de-
spairing Bishopton defence to 
score wide out. � is extended 
the Oban lead to 43 points.

Oban were stung when 
scrum half Vasil Borisov was 
sent to the sin bin for 10 min-
utes for striking an opponent 
in the face. � is penalty and 
a further couple of needless 
penalties for o� side pushed 
Oban deep into their 22. 
When the Oban defence got 
on the back foot it allowed 
the Bishopton attack with  
forward ball and they crossed 
the Oban line for a well-de-
served try. Credit must go to 
the visitors who continued to 

try and play their way back 
into the game but they just 
could not get enough ball to 
trouble the Oban line again.

Oban weathered the storm 
of being a man down by 
moving James Divers into 
number nine, a position he 
has played a number of times 
this season,

Big Calum Maclachlan 
was to get his hat-trick try 
for the day when another 
barnstorming run down 
the wing saw him go round 
and through the despairing 
Bishopton defence to extend 
Oban’s lead to 48 points.

He was soon to get his 
fourth try of the day. From a 
lineout deep in the visitors 22, 
the Oban packed drove the 
lineout and rumbled round 
the corner for Maclachlan to 
score his seventh try in two 
games since his return from 
injury. Oban 53 Bishopton 5

Fergus McCoss was not to 
be outdone though as he too 
was to score a fourth try of 
the day when he chased a per-
fect kick through from Finlay 
Carmichael to dive full length 
and touch the ball down right 
in the corner of the dead ball 
area. 

It was another fantastic try 
for the fullback. 58-5

Fantastic
Coach Johnston emptied 

the bench with 10 minutes to 
go with the U18 game being 
called o�  due to weather in 
the morning it meant a � rst 
senior outing for young Ewen 
Shearer at hooker, Kieron 
Morrison went on for Owen 
McDonald at number eight, 
Andy Macdougall replaced 
big Kyle Graham who had 
another fantastic game in the 
second row, Callum Murray 
replaced Graham Maceachan 
and Andy Ritchie replaced 
James Divers and Robert 
Mclaughlin replaced Fergus  
McCoss.

� e � nal score was Oban 58 
Bishopton 5 and a fantastic 
performance all round given 
the horrendous conditions 
the game was played in.

Next weekend Oban wel-
come Paisley to Glencruitten 
for the last match in their 
West division 2 campaign 
for this season, happy to have 
surpassed the target of 70 
points set at the start of the 
season. 

It is hoped a good crowd 
will attend the � nal match of 
the season and all ex-players 
are invited for a free pie and a 
pint at half time.Calum Maclachlan dives over for a try.

Owen McDonald barges his way through the Bishopton 
defence. Photos: Stephen Lawson
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  SQUASH

Results and � xtures
OBAN SAINTS’  YOUTHS

Robin MacQueen presented the cheque to junior 
squash head  coach Lesley Fraser at the junior  club on 
Saturday morning, supported by her squash helpers 
Kenny Drummond and Grant Addison and the junior 
players.

Oban Squash Club junior section are in grand fettle 
after receiving a cheque for £1,000 from removals and 
storage company MacQueen Bros.

Squash club spokesperson Jackie Kersley said: ‘Oban 
Squash Club would like to say a massive thank you 
to MacQueen Bros Charitable Trust, for its very kind 
and  generous donation of £1,000  to our junior squash 
club.’

‘MacQueen’s continued support of our squash club is 
greatly appreciated by all at  the club,’ added Kersley.

Robin MacQueen presented the cheque to junior 
squash head  coach Lesley Fraser at Atlantis Leisure, 
supported by her squash helpers Kenny Drummond 
and Grant Addison and the junior players.

‘Junior squash is the lifeblood of the rapidly growing 
Oban Squash Club,’ said Mr MacQueen.

‘Much of the success of that growth is down to a 
fantastic support team and their remarkable commit-
ment to the club.’

The opening match of the senior squash season saw 
Oban gents’ team victorious, beating Fort William 13-2. 
The next match will be in Fort William in April and 
will continue right through on a monthly basis until 
November.

Oban Ladies travelled down to Glasgow last Saturday 
to take part in the inaugural Scotstoun ladies’ squash 
tournament. Twenty-two women, representing seven 
di� erent clubs around Scotland, featured in Scotland’s 
� rst adult bronze event. The day featured strong 
performances with Kerry Delaney, Charmaine Love and 
Fiona Campbell all � nishing in the top 10. The most 
notable result of the day was Nicola Morgan narrowly 
missing out on the � nal but winning her playo�  to � nish 
third overall. A great achievement for the club.  

Oban ladies train on Monday nights from 6.20pm - 
9pm at Atlantis Leisure. Beginners and new members 
welcome.

Funding boost for 
junior squash club

Last Sunday’s results: Under 13s 2, Drumsagard 1. Saints 
goalscorer was Logan Black with two goals. Regional 
Cup quarter � nal - Gi� nock North 5, Under 14s 0; Under 
15s, no game; Dunoon 0 v Under 16s 10. On target for 
Saints were Connor Moore (6), Toby MacFarlane-Barrow, 
Gary McIvor, Ross Campbell and James Beaton.
 This Sunday’s � xtures: St Patricks SA v Under 13s ; 
Under 14s v Carmunnock; Under 15s v Shettleston; BSC 
Glasgow v Under 16s. 

A delighted Daniel Croarkin after his goal.

Oban Saints have
that semi-fi nal
feeling once again

A sensational strike from 
Lewis Cameron and an 
equally impressive save from 
Graham ‘Sugar’ Douglas 
helped Oban Saints to see 
o�  the challenge of old rivals 
Cambria and seal a place in 
the semi-� nals of the West of 

Scotland Amateur Cup last 
Saturday a� ernoon. 
 Cameron’s wonder strike in 
o�  the crossbar re-established 
the lead for Saints before 
Sugar broke Cambria hearts 
with a wonderful reaction 
save and a free � owing move, 
rounded o�  by Daniel 
Croarkin, made the tie safe 
for Saints.

� e incessant rain ended 
any hopes of the match 

going ahead on the grass 
at Glencruitten so a switch 
to the all-weather surface 
at Oban High School was 
hastily arranged for the 1pm 
kick-o�  watched by a large 
number of spectators who 
had braved the miserable 
weather conditions.

� e visitors kicked o�  
attacking the school end with 
the wind, unusually blowing 
from the Dalintart end, at 
their backs. 

Dangerous
As the game began to open 

up Scott Maitland made a 
good 12th minute run on the 
le�  and sent a dangerous low 
ball into the box however the 
Cambria’s central defensive 
pairing remained in control 
with Donald Mackay suc-
cessfully holding o�  Craig 
MacEwan for Adam Rennie 
to gather safely at his feet.

A goal-kick from Rennie 
produced a moment to forget 
for the Cambria defence 
as Gordon Hanley found 
himself quickly closed down 
in the le� -back position by 
James Ford. � e big cen-
tre-half slipped and scu� ed a 
pass back which was pounced 
on by Craig MacEwan, who 
calmly slipped the ball under 

the advancing goalkeeper and 
into the bottom corner for the 
opening goal.

Saints were le�  cursing the 
award of a corner kick in 
the 43rd minute by assistant 
referee Matthew Farr which 
appeared to have gone out for 
a throw-in by the corner � ag 
on the Cambria right. 

� e 2017 cup winners took 
full advantage of this slice of 
good fortune with a well-re-
hearsed corner kick routine 
between Craig Coleman and 
Ryan O’Donnell resulting in 
Coleman picking out Andrew 
McEwan on the penalty 
spot who swept the ball past 
Graham Douglas to make the 
half time score 1-1.

Saints made a bright start 
to the second half and had 
the ball in the net in the 49th 
minute from a sweeping move 
on the le� . Scott Maitland 
looked to have timed his over-
lapping run to reach Lewis 
Cameron’s pass to perfection 
and sent a square ball across 
the Cambria box which 
Daniel Croarkin slammed 
past Adam Rennie. 

However, an o� side deci-
sion from Mr Farr, which 
must have been an extremely 
close call, brought the Saints 

Islay High rugby 
youngsters home 
but not dry
� e rugby players of Islay 
High School really wish 
spring would arrive as soon as 
possible a� er battling wind, 
rain, cold, and snow over the 
last few weeks.

However, some hot action 
on the pitch has kept spirits 
up.

A� er a trip to Oban in 
February was cancelled due 
to a snow-covered pitch, 
both boys and girls made it 
to Lochgilphead on Sunday 
March 3.

� e U/14 boys played three 
games, gaining a brilliant 
win against Oban, a narrow 
defeat against Lochaber and 
a forgetful run out against 

Islay High School rugby teams.

a far-too-strong Mid Argyll 
team.

� e U15 girls played a tough 
match against a combined 
Oban/Mid Argyll team. 

� e girls took some time to 
‘defrost’ a� er a three-month 
gap since their last game, but 
eventually got back into their 
usual hard tackling and dev-
astating running. � e score 
was 15-8 to Oban a� er 40 
minutes, with the last 20 min-
utes spent in ‘coached game’, 
to give both teams some � nal 
tips before their respective 
upcoming cup matches.

While the boys were travel-
ling to Murray� eld, the girls 
made their way to Biggar 

RFC for the � rst round of 
the Scottish Club Cup. A� er 
glorious sunshine for the 
journey over on the Saturday, 
the weather took a turn for 
the worse at breakfast time on 
the Sunday.

A� er getting over the ex-
citement of seeing snow, the 
girls prepared themselves for 
battle, and shortly a� erwards 
15 ice maidens emerged from 
the changing rooms to face 
extremely challenging condi-

tions. Frustratingly, the con-
tinuing snow � urries replaced 
the usual blizzard of tries and 
tackles, and the match lasted 
a mere 22 minutes before 
being abandoned due to the 
deteriorating weather. 

Unfortunately the Islay girls 
were losing 15-0 at that point 
so they will now continue in 
the Shield competition. � e 
girls showed great strength 
of character and team spirit 
to get through such tough 
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Celebrations after Lewis Cameron’s sensational goal which put Saints into a 2-1 lead. Match report and photos: Derek Black

celebrations to an abrupt end.
Donald Campbell came 

from deep in the 59th min-
ute to power a thumping 
drive from the corner of the 
Cambria box wide of the 
junction of post and bar a� er 
good approach play from 
James Ford, Matthew Kelly, 
Craig MacEwan and Daniel 
Croarkin.

Reaction save
Having dominated the 

opening stages of the second 
half Saints had goalkeeper 
Graham Douglas to thank for 
a good reaction save to deny 
Andrew McEwan a second 
goal when the Saints number 
one thrust up a strong le�  
hand to push McEwan’s 
half volley from a David 
McArthur cross over his 
crossbar.

Saints were � nally rewarded 
for their second half endeav-
ours when Lewis Cameron 
produced a magic moment in 
the 68th minute. Substitute 
Cammy Hill and Donald 
Mackay contested a bounc-
ing ball on the edge of the 
Cambria box with the Saints 
youngster doing just enough 
to see the ball land at the feet 
of James Ford, who cracked a 
shot o�  Mackay’s back with 
the rebound spinning out to 
the le� . Scott Maitland kept 
the move alive picking out 
Lewis Cameron on the corner 
of the box, who curled a de-
licious right foot � nish in o�  
the underside of the crossbar 
to restore Saints’ lead.

Two minutes later Craig 
MacEwan made a good turn 
on the edge of the Cambria 

box from a Lewis Cameron 
cutback and stabbed a low 
le�  foot shot inches wide of 
Adam Rennie’s le�  hand post.

� e quick feet of Lewis 
Cameron were proving di�  -
cult for Cambria to deal with 
and skipper Stewart Nicoll 
was lucky to escape with just a 
talking to from referee Payne 
for a heavy challenge in the 
75th minute.

He may stand at six feet 
� ve inches in his stocking 
soles but young Saints striker 
Cammy Hill is blessed with 
a nimble touch for such a big 
man. In the 80th minute Hill 
danced his way past three 
tackles in the Cambria box 
before he was � nally denied 
by the outstretched legs of 
keeper Adam Rennie. 

With the visitors now taking 

more and more chances at the 
back, the game became very 
open, o� en dangerously so 
for Saints given their slender 
lead.

� e action once again 
swung to the other end and 
Dene Cassells was relieved to 
� nd Mr Payne satis� ed just 
to award a free-kick against 
him for a heavy challenge 
on Andrew McEwan wide 
on the Cambria right. Ross 
Wilson’s delivery was headed 
down by Craig MacEwan 
on the six-yard line but 
straight into the path of 
Dean McGinnity whose � rst 
time e� ort was miraculously 
stopped on the goal-line by 
Graham Douglas. � e danger 
didn’t end there and David 
McArthur’s header from the 
rebound was blocked on the 
six-yard line by Dene Cassells 
before Donald Mackay � nally 
lashed a shot wide of the 
postage stamp corner.

Exploited
� at was as close as Cambria 

would come to getting back 
on terms and, with the 
additional time allowed for 
stoppages by Mr Payne now 
being played, Saints � nally 
exploited the ever-widening 
gaps in the Cambria de-
fence. A� er winning back 
possession from a Cambria 
throw-in, Saints swept up the 
right wing from where Lewis 
Cameron cut inside and tee’d 
up Daniel Croarkin for a 
calm side foot � nish past the 
advancing Adam Rennie to 
send Saints through to a third 
major cup semi-� nal in four 
seasons. � is Saturday the 
Oban side return to league 
business and another test 
against Scottish Amateur Cup 
semi-� nalists Alba � istle. 
Kick o�  at Ralston Sports 
Centre, Paisley is 1.15pm.

Atlantis Leisure to 
host Argyll athletics
� nal on Sunday
Atlantis Leisure in Oban is the venue this Sunday, March 
24, for the Argyll Sports Hall Athletics � nal. � e competi-
tion starts at noon in the large games hall at Atlantis with 
young athletes from most parts of Argyll taking part in 
various running, jumping and throwing events. 

� e � nal on Sunday is the last of a series of competitions 
held in the district this winter starting with local area 
events in Lochgilphead, Mull, Oban and � nally the Kintyre 
area event on Sunday March 3.

Successful quali� ers from the area contests will now 
come together in Oban on Sunday with as many as 110 
young athletes, from � ve years to 16 years, participating in 
what should be an enthralling competition.

Athletes are reminded to register between 11am and noon 
on Sunday with the � rst events starting just a� er noon.

Trophies will be awarded to � rst, second and third overall 
in each age group.  � e Argyll Sports Hall competitions are 
promoted by Mid Argyll Athletic Club

conditions and will regale 
their friends and family with 
tales of their heroic feats (and 
frozen feet) for weeks to come.

� e boys and the girls are 
looking forward to their 
future matches, with the boys 
travelling to Argyll again for 
the Dalraida Festival, and the 
girls awaiting the next draw 
in their competition.

West of Scotland Cup semi-� nal draw
Bannockburn or Dumbarton Academy

versus
Southside or St Patrick’s FP

Tuesday 2nd April - kick-off 7.15pm
New Douglas Park, Hamilton

Oban Saints versus Shortlees
Saturday 13th April - kick-off 2pm

New Douglas Park, Hamilton  

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 21, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, Shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.51 4.2 12.25 0.4 
 18.16 4.1  **.** *.*
Fri 00.26 0.1 06.29 4.3 
 13.04 0.3 18.51 4.1
Sat 01.09 0.1 07.05 4.2 
 13.42 0.4 19.27 4.0
Sun 01.51 0.2 07.41 4.0 
 14.19 0.6 20.02 3.8
Mon 02.32 0.5 08.16 3.7 
 14.58 0.9 20.39 3.6
Tues 03.14 0.8 08.51 3.4 
 15.39 1.2 21.15 3.3
Wed 03.59 1.2 09.30 3.1 
 16.29 1.5 22.02 3.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 11ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light ain showers and
a fesh breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 9ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

19

9

8
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Robert MacIntyre broke the course record at last week’s Kenya Open in Nairobi. Photo: Bounce Sports

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 59

INSIDE  THIS  WEEK: 
Funding boost for 
junior squash club

GOLF

Robert is a record breaker
Oban golfer Robert Mac-
Intyre signed o�  a marathon 
nine weeks on the road with a 
brilliant course record 63 on 
the � nal day of the Magical 
Kenya Open in Nairobi.

He said: ‘I’m absolutely 
delighted. I didn’t really 
expect that a� er the way I’ve 
been playing but I just went 
out with complete freedom 
and managed to get it round 
in eight under. I’m still not 
striking my irons great but I 

managed it well. I started hol-
ing some putts which is a key, 
I’ve been really struggling.

‘It just wasn’t feeling natural 
and today I went out there 
and made myself feel free and 
it just worked.

‘I made a joke with my cad-
die a� er we made the cut. I 
said: ‘We can’t go backwards’.

‘I’ve got the game to go and 
shoot these numbers as I 
showed today, it’s just playing 
with freedom and that’s what 

I did. � at’s the way I’ve got 
to try and get my mindset for 
the rest of the year.’

� e Glencruitten golfer 
graduated o�  the European 
Challenge Tour in 2018 and 
just 18 days a� er the season 
ending Ras Al Khaimah 
Challenge Tour Grand Final, 
he teed up in the season 
opening Honma Hong Kong 
Open. 

He went from Hong Kong 
to Australia and then played 

two weeks in South Africa, 
securing back to back top 
15 � nishes before the winter 
break.

He made the cut on his 
Rolex Series debut in Abu 
Dhabi in January and he has 
not missed a cut or been home 
since, playing � ve events and 
having two practise weeks 
in Dubai before arriving at 
Karen Country Club for the 
Kenya Open.

� at means the 22-year-old 

has played every week he has 
been able to get in the � eld so 
far in the 2019 season, with 
10 made cuts from 11 events 
including this week.

He could be forgiven for 
showing signs of fatigue but 
there was no danger of that 
from MacIntyre, who made 
six birdies and an eagle in his 
last European Tour round be-
fore taking a well-earned � ve 
weeks o�  from tournament 
golf. 

‘I just can’t wait,’ he said. 
‘Just to get home and see 
the family, the two foster 
kids, Dan and Tom; it’s just 
so relaxing back in Oban, 
everything about it.’
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Glen� nnan Estate has de-
fended its policy to charge 
drone operators for the right 
to � y at one of the most 
popular tourist landmarks in 
Scotland.

Drone operators in search 
of the perfect aerial shot of 
Glen� nnan Viaduct have 
this week hit out at the estate, 
which owns the land sur-
rounding the famous railway 
bridge, for charging visitors 
£10 to � y drones at the site.

Maureen Johnstone, from 
Dunoon, contacted the 
Lochaber Times a� er being 
put o�  visiting Glen� nnan 
due to the drone � ying fee 
and called into question the 
legality of such a levy.

She said: ‘It is an outrage to 
charge the public and tourists 
for an aerial view of your 
land. � ere is no law support-
ing this.’

Glen� nnan Estate manager 
Alistair Gibson, however, said 
drone users must obtain per-
mission from the landowner 
before � ying and the £10 
‘administration charge’ was 

Kian Cameron, 15, from Caol, above, is on the way to 
making his dream of a career as a professional chef 
come true after he became one of just 12 � nalists 
from more than 14,000 budding young cooks who 
entered this year's prestigious Springboard Future-
Chef 2019 competition. For full story, turn to page 
two. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Estate defends Glenfi nnan 
Viaduct drone zone charge

Caol chef Kian has the 
right recipe for � nals

to cover the cost of checking 
that operators know the law 
and to help manage numbers 
– without which the area 
could descend into chaos.

‘I’m not trying to milk 
tourists,’ he said.  ‘I’m trying 
to regulate it, especially for 
those who need to know the 
rules. For example, foreign 
visitors who have bought a 
drone may not know the law. I 
don’t mind them being there, 
so long as they’re responsible.’

Last year saw the annual 
number of visitors to 
Glen� nnan top 330,000 with 
many � ocking to see the 

viaduct now immortalised in 
the Harry Potter movies.

Mr Gibson said the £10 
fee, received in exchange for 
a Glen� nnan Estate headed 
receipt, is ‘reasonable’ and 
that ‘99 per cent of folk’ were 
agreeable to the charge. He 
added the estate welcomed 
drone users but � iers had to 
know the rules.

� e Air Navigation Order 
2016, commonly referred to 
as the Drone Code, stipulates 
that drones cannot be � own 
higher than 120m, kept at 
least 50m from people or 
buildings and at least 150m 
from crowds or built-up 
areas. It is also a criminal 
o� ence to � y a drone on, 
over or within 50 metres of 
the railway, which includes 
Glen� nnan Viaduct.

Although the law on 
whether landowners can 
restrict drone use remains 
ambiguous, Mr Gibson has 
been advised operators must 
obtain permission for take-
o�  and landing on private 
land. However, drone � iers 
claim they are subject to the 
same ‘right to roam’ laws 
as walkers, under the Land 

Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, 
and therefore cannot be made 
to pay fees for access.

‘It’s a grey area because 
drones are so new,’ continued 
Mr Gibson. ‘But they need 
the landowner’s permission. 
I don’t like them � ying over 
my house, which is on estate 
land and therefore illegal, so I 
warn them not to do that. But 
I don’t mind people enjoying 
the area and if that means 
� ying a drone and doing it 
responsibly then so be it.’

� e Scottish Outdoor 
Access Code does not cover 
drones and the National 
Access Forum is due to dis-
cuss the issue in May.

Emily Bryce, National Trust 
for Scotland operations man-
ager for Glen� nnan, said: 
‘More than 300,000 visitors 
are coming to Glen� nnan 
every year – many speci� cally 
for the area’s iconic views 
– and the use of drones is 
increasingly popular. � is 
needs to be managed so that 
everyone can enjoy their visit 
in safety. Our neighbours and 
the main landowner in the 
area, Glen� nnan Estate, has a 
system in place for this.’

Glen� nnan Estate manager 
Alistair Gibson. 

SEE PAGE 35
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A seven-year-old from Fort 
William has been praised for 
her quick thinking and cool 
head a� er her younger broth-
er was badly injured in a fall.

Niamh Campbell and 
Hamish, aged � ve, were re-
cently walking to their home 
in Achintore from Lundavra 
Primary School when 
Hamish fell and hit his head, 
ending up in a pool of blood.

Hamish’s mum Anne Marie 
Campbell, who works at 
Nevis Range, said: ‘Niamh 
didn’t panic. She immediately 
went to get the headteacher 
who took them both to the 
Belford Hospital.

‘Once there, Niamh 
provided medical sta�  with 

Fort’s Niamh praised 
after brother injured 
Seven-year-old kept calm and quickly got help from an adult

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Hamish’s details such as how 
the accident happened, his 
date of birth and his address 

and who his parents were. She 
was such a trooper. We are 
so proud of her that she kept 

calm and reacted the way she 
did.’

Hamish’s head wound was 
glued and sealed with but-
ter� y stitches at the hospital’s 
accident and emergency 
department.

‘Naturally, when I got the 
call from the school secretary 
that Hamish was in the A&E 
department at the hospital 
I immediately rushed over,’ 
added Anne Marie, whose 
husband Derick works as a 
manager with the Travelodge 
chain. � e couple also have 
an older daughter, Erin, aged 
nine.

‘Derick is a � rst aid instruc-
tor with Lochaber Sea Cadets 
and has always impressed on 
the children how important it 
is to remain calm if they can 
if there is an accident and to 

Hamish with hero big sister Niamh. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.

photos try to remember important 
information that could help 
the emergency services. It 
looks like that has rubbed o�  
on Niamh. She was brilliant.’

Hamish with his stitches.

Spate of 
vandalism 
and thefts in 
Claggan
Police Scotland says it is 
aware of thefts and vandal-
ism in Claggan between the 
evening of Sunday March 17 
and the following morning.

Properties damaged 
include a snack van in Ben 
Nevis Industrial Estate, Fort 
William FC’s clubhouse and 
a shop in Claggan. Police 
believe the incidents are 
linked and o�  cers are 
following a positive line of 
enquiry.

A Police Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘The incidents 
included break-ins, resulting 
in small quantities of cash 
and food being stolen.’

Anyone with information 
is asked to call police in Fort 
William on 101, quoting 
reference NP788/19, or call 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111.

Young Kian Cameron took 
another step to following 
his culinary hero Gordon 
Ramsay when he took part 
in the national � nals of this 
year’s Springboard Future 
Chef competition in London.

� e Caol teenager, who is 
in fourth year at Lochaber 
High School, won the North 
Scotland regional � nal at 
his second attempt to book 
his place in the last 12 at 
Westminster Kingsway 
College on Monday.

Kian was accompanied 
to London for the � nal by 
mum Sandra, stepdad Fraser 
Gibb, dad Neil Cameron and 
mentor Charlene Aitchison, 
a professional cookery course 
leader at West Highland 
College UHI where Kian 
attends one day a week.

� e competition was judged 
by industry and celebrity 
chefs with all � nalists cook-
ing three portions each of 
a two-course meal - a hot 
main course and a hot or cold 
dessert.

Kian opted for pan-fried sea 
bass served with tagliatelle 
dresses in a rich cream sauce 
with cucumber, broad beans 
and carrots as his main dish.

He followed this with 
poached apple with sweet 
pastry, walnut crumble and 
cinnamon ice cream.

� e list of ingredients each 
� nalist could chose from was 
limited, but Kian had help 
preparing ahead of the com-
petition from Charlene and 
fellow mentor Steven Traill.

And while the Lochaber 
youngster did not win the 
top title, he came away laden 
with prizes including a set of 
monogrammed chef ’s whites, 
a set of knives, a cash prize 

and trophies. ‘He’s also been 
o� ered work experience in-
cluding the Gleneagles Hotel,’ 
said proud mum Sandra 
a� er the family arrived back 
from London on Tuesday. ‘It 
was an absolutely fantastic 
experience.’

Kian told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘It was a wee bit 
nerve-wracking but it was an 
amazing trip. Being a chef is 
all I’ve wanted to do and I’ve 
had so much encouragement 
from Charlene, Steven and 
everyone else.’

Kian Cameron in the kitchens of West Highland College 
UHI recently practising cooking the dish he intended 
serving up in Monday’s � nal. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Young Caol chef enjoys 
contest � nal in London 

YOURSTORY
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Highland councillors have 
con� rmed � e Nevis Centre 
at An Aird, Fort William, 
will continue to receive 
� nancial support over the 
next year.

At a council meeting last 
week, it was agreed funding 
for leisure services will 
be kept at the same levels 
as 2019/20 for all current 
recipients. However, the 
council will continue to 
review services to achieve 
£200,000 worth of savings by 
2020/21.

� is means Linnhe Leisure, 
operators of � e Nevis 
Centre, will receive £91,192 
for the coming year.

Mallaig swimming pool 
will receive £81,057 this year.

Lochaber councillor Ben 
� ompson said: ‘� e Nevis 
Centre sta�  do a great job 
with limited resources. 

‘� is continued funding 
for the centre will help get 
repairs and upgrades done.’

Council 
continues to 
fund Nevis 
Centre

When he was named win-
ner of last year’s Lochaber 
Times' Bonnie Babies 
competition, Kai Duncan 
Laverty of Caol was a star 
performer in front of the 
camera.

A year later, and getting 
ready to celebrate his second 
birthday next week, it seems 
his love of the limelight is as 
infectious as ever.

With just a few days re-
maining until the deadline 
for entries for this year’s 
competition, our photogra-
pher Iain Ferguson popped 
along to the Caol home Kai 
and his siblings share with 
dad and mum Kenny and 
Linda Laverty to see how 
the toddler was getting on 
a� er his brush with fame 
last year.

‘We all really enjoyed the 
competition last year – it 
was great fun,’ Linda said.

Kai Laverty 
turns on the 
charm for 
our pho-
tographer 
this week. 
Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, alba.

photos

Mum of 
bonnie baby 
winner says 
‘go for it!’

the whole family enjoyed.’ 
Kai won the competition 
a� er receiving more than 
800 votes. More than 150 
wonderful photographs 
were entered from across 
the Lochaber Times and 
Oban Times circulation 
areas.

� e deadline for this 
year’s competition is noon 
on Monday March 25. Full 
competition details on our 
website at www.obantimes.
co.uk/bonniebabies 

An impassioned plea for 
green energy has been made 
by a Lochaber councillor a� er 
an application for a hydro 
scheme at Allt Mhuic on 
Loch Arkaig was rejected by 
Highland Council last week.

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben � ompson said he is ‘a 
strong advocate for renewable 
energy’ and was disappointed 
by the south planning com-
mittee’s decision to reject 
vento ludens Limited’s plans 
at a meeting last Tuesday, 
March 12.

Mr � ompson felt the 
committee failed to address 
the ‘bigger issue’ of climate 
change during the debate 
and focused instead on issues 
concerning the � nish of the 
turbine house and the size of 
the access track. He also felt 
the local economic bene� t of 
hydro power was glossed over 
at the meeting.

‘It is not widely understood 
that hydro has been transfor-
mational in making Highland 

‘Kai enjoyed the attention, 
with people even pointing 
to him and saying ‘there’s 
the Bonnie Baby winner!’

Linda and Kenny received 
a £500 cheque, some of 
which was spent on a 
trampoline and slide for Kai 
and brothers Connor, Kyle, 
Aaron and sister Shannon 
to enjoy in the family gar-
den in Fern Court.

Linda added: ‘I’d urge par-
ents to enter their babies. It 
was a great experience that 

estates economically viable, 
in a way they haven’t been, 
possibly ever.’

He continued: ‘I have great 
sympathy for the objection 
that the visual impact of hy-
dro schemes is costly, even af-
ter the signi� cant mitigation 
work required by Scottish 
Natural Heritage. But when 
the aim is reducing pollution 
to save lives, address climate 
change and pump cash into 
highland glens to make them 
� nancially viable, it is a price 
worth paying.’

Councillors did, however, 
approve a separate application 
from vento ludens Limited to 
build a river hydro scheme at 
Inverigan, near the site of the 
Massacre of Glencoe.

A public meeting about the 
scheme took place in January 
following a backlash from the 
local community who feared 
for the area’s heritage and 
wildlife. However, there were 
no formal objections from the 
statutory consultees. 

Kilmallie council 
objects to plans

Plea for more green 
energy after hydro 
scheme rejection

Concerns over green travel 
and carbon emissions 
have prompted Kilmallie 
Community Council (KCC) 
to raise a formal objection 
against plans relating to the 
new housing development at 
Blar Mhor.

Members of the commu-
nity council have criticised 
Highland Council for failing 
to adequately address envi-
ronmental issues in its pro-
posals for the site just outside 
Fort William.

To satisfy planning condi-
tions for the wider Blar Mhor 
masterplan - which includes a 
new replacement Belford hos-
pital and a science, technol-
ogy, engineering and maths 
(STEM) centre – the council 
had to outline its plans for 
transport routes, green spaces 
and peat restoration among 
other issues.

However, KCC wrote to 
planners this week to voice 
their concerns with the 
proposals.

In particular, the communi-

ty council criticised the lack 
of estimates provided by the 
council in relation to the ex-
pected CO2 emissions caused 
by peat removal. Members 
feel it would be ‘reckless and 
irresponsible to ignore a po-
tential environmental impact 
of such magnitude’.

Similarly, members were 
‘disappointed’ no provision 
was made for combined en-
ergy e�  cient heating systems, 
such as ground source heat 
pumps. 

� e plan, instead, is to store 
gas delivered by road.

Furthermore, KCC felt ‘in-
adequate attention’ had been 
given to active travel routes 
to and from the housing 
development, which they said 
encourages an over-reliance 
on cars as the site is isolated 
from amenities. � e group 
also took issue with the 
proposed bus route, the lack 
of pedestrian and cycle routes 
and the limited bike storage.

In a statement, members 
said: ‘We recognise the need 
for housing, particularly for 
young people, but it is the fu-
ture generations who will also 

have to cope most with the 
impacts of climate change. 
Housing that relies on cars 
and fossil fuels will not serve 
future generations well.’

Concerns were also raised 
that no provision had been 
made for play areas for chil-
dren and that amenity spaces 
in the plans are ‘small and not 
inspiring’.

Members continued: ‘We 
would like to see much 
greater attention placed 
on connected civic space, 
complementary aesthetics, 
development of active travel 
networks and minimising the 
overall carbon footprint.

‘� e aim should be to 
achieve a high quality urban 
design that uses the space in 
the most e�  cient way and 
avoids the environmental 
damage associated with fur-
ther disturbance of the peat 
bog.’

Phase One, which is already 
under way, is the initial stage 
of the Blar Mhor masterplan 
and comprises 117 houses. 
Phase two is expected to take 
the total number of houses to 
250.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk
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Members of the Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) climate cam-
paign’s Fort William branch 
are among those from across 
the Highlands and Islands 
calling on Highland Council 
to formally declare a climate 
emergency.

One Fort William XR 
branch co-ordinator, Andrew 
Squire, told the Lochaber 
Times the current plans to 
tackle climate change were 
not enough.

‘We are living way beyond 
the resource means of our 
planet and the world is on 
track to overshoot the Paris 
Agreement’s 1.5°C global 
warming limit before 2030 –
that is in just 11 years – which 
will cause dire e� ects for civi-
lisation and the natural world 
and could trigger ecological 
collapse and mass extinction. 

More farms in the Highlands and Islands 
are su� ering delays in their CAP basic farm 
payments than anywhere else in Scotland, 
according to Scottish Conservative Highlands 
and Islands MSP Donald Cameron.

Figures released by the Scottish Government 
in a response to a parliamentary question 
revealed 16 farms in the region were still 
awaiting payments from 2017.

Mr Cameron commented: ‘Receiving pay-

ments in a timely manner is as important for 
a farming or cro� ing business as it is for any 
other business.

‘Cash � ow is crucial and I am fearful these 
delays are making farming and cro� ing, 
already a challenging business in our region, 
even more di�  cult to sustain.

‘� e SNP Government needs to get its act 
together and stop being an obstacle to our 
farmers and cro� ers trying to make a living.’

� e Met O�  ce says it wants 
to replace the now closed 
Plockton weather station.

A� er more that 60 years 
of volunteers checking the 
equipment in the park op-
posite the village’s primary 
school, the station stopped 
operating in February.

Met O�  ce meteorologist 
and press o�  cer Bonnie 
Diamond told the Lochaber 
Times: ‘I can con� rm the 
weather station at Plockton 
has closed, mainly because 
building work and tree 
growth mean the site no 
longer meets requirements for 
weather stations.

‘� ese standards are set by 
the World Meteorological 
Organisation. We are cur-

 Fundraisers are hosting 
a movie night in aid of 
Fort William's Pumptrack 
and Skatepark tomorrow 
night (Friday March 22) at 
The Highland Bookshop at 
7pm. The latest � lms from 
Joe Barnes, Descent-World, 
Sam Flanagan, Brodie Hood 
and Miles Mallinson will be 
shown. 

 Fort William Photographic 
Society’s next meeting on 
Tuesday March 26 at 7pm in 
the Salvation Army hall will 
be an evening of still life and 
macro photography. Bring 
a camera and tripod. New 
members welcome.

 Lochaber Piping 
Society is hosting a � lm, 
MacCrimmon’s Gold, by 
Patrick Molard, in Ben Nevis 
Distillery on Thursday March 
28. Patrick Molard is one of 
the foremost Piobaireachd 
experts and players and 
the � lm covers aspects of 
this ancient and specialised 
form of bagpipe music. 
Discussion and refreshments 
will follow the � lm and there 
will be short recitals. Doors 
open at 7.30pm. Entry £5.

 Lochaber Music for All 
presents Rachel Hair and 
Ron Jappy on Saturday 
March 30 in Kilmallie Free 
Church at 7.30pm. Tickets 
available at the door.

 Lochaber Piping Society 
is holding its youth piping 
and drumming competition 
on Saturday March 30 in 
Lochaber High School. More 
information can be found on 
the society’s Facebook page.

 A fundraising ceilidh 
and ra�  e will be held in 
Ballachulish Village Hall on 
Saturday April 6 in aid of the 
Barking Mad Dog Rescue 
charity which saves dogs 
from the streets and ‘kill’ 
shelters in Romania and 
� nds them homes in the UK.

MSP’s concerns over CAP payment delays

WHAT’S ON 
in Lochaber
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Activists call for climate 
emergency declaration

Members of Extinction Rebellion joined pupils outside 
Lochaber High School on Friday morning for the interna-
tional day of school strikes over climate change inaction. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

No sane person would allow 
their children or grandchil-
dren to go anywhere with 
such risks – and that includes 
the future.’

Mr Squire said the 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change had said 
limiting global warming to 
1.5°C may still be possible, 
with ambitious action from 

national and sub-national 
authorities, civil society, the 
private sector, indigenous 
peoples and communities.

‘But the current plans and 
actions are not enough. � ere 
is an urgent need to sound 
the alarm and dramatically 
ramp up action at every level, 
including local government.

‘Bold climate action can 

also deliver economic ben-
e� ts in terms of new jobs, 
economic savings and market 
opportunities as well as im-
proved well-being for people 
worldwide.

‘� is is particularly true for 
Scotland, which has massive 
untapped potential for re-
newable energy.

‘Councils around the world 
are responding by declaring 
a ‘climate emergency’ and 
committing resources to 
address it.

‘By February 2019, 392 
councils across the world, 
covering 34 million citizens, 
had made that declaration. 
XR is asking Highland 
Council to join them.’

Asked what campaigners 
would like to see if the 
local authority did declare 
a climate emergency, Mr 
Squire said: ‘What Highland 
Council would actually do, 
having made the declaration, 

is the big question. Words are 
the easy bit.

‘� at’s partly why we also 
want a citizens’ assembly to 
be set up, to work alongside 
the council.’

Andrew Squire.

rently investigating potential 
replacements in the area.’

� e Lochaber Times’ 
correspondent for Plockton, 
Charlie MacRae, says the 
weather data was � rst read by 
sta�  from the school.

‘� en the lady in the nearest 
house, Isobel Nicolson, read 
it for many years and when 
she retired someone from the 
Met O�  ce - I assume - came 
to Plockton to thank her with 
a gi� ,’ said Mr MacRae.

‘Several ladies took over, 
with Meryl Kennedy in 
charge. � ey are all retired 
now. 

‘� e � gures I was sending 
you were taken from the 
noticeboard where they put 
them up every month.’

Met O�  ce seeking site               
for replacement           
Plockton weather station

info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956

Visit our home improvement showroom and get inspired! 
Design online at cairngormgroup.co.uk/design

Design your dream door

EXPRESS
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� ousands waited too long at NHS 
Highland A&E departments in 2018

Young people being sent out 
of the Highlands because 
there are not enough foster 
carers in the region is 
‘heartbreaking’, according to 
Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes.

Her comments came as � e 
Highland Council’s Fostering 
and Adoption Service 
launched a new website.

� ere are currently 30 
children in Highland region 
waiting for their ‘forever 
family’. � ere are also � ve 
children waiting for a perma-
nent foster family and 10 chil-
dren who need a respite foster 
family. And there is always 
a need for placements for 
children of all ages who need 
accommodated as a result of 
child protection concerns.

Responding to an enquiry 
from the Lochaber Times, a 
council spokesperson said 
there were no children from 
Highland in foster care 
placed in England and Wales.

� e local authority has 
two children placed outwith 
Highland with Highland 
Council foster carers who 
moved and took the children 
with them.

‘Heartbreaking’ lack of 
Highland foster carers

� ere are 38 children placed 
outwith Highland in foster 
care with independent foster-
ing providers/agencies. 

� e council also has three 
children placed with inde-
pendent fostering providers/
agencies in Highland.

Alison Gordon, Highland 
Council’s Fostering and 
Adoption Resource Manager, 
said the website had been 
created to make it easier for 
anyone considering fostering 
or adoption to apply.

‘We need homes for chil-
dren of all ages from babies 
to 18-year-olds. Families are 
also needed for the adoption 
of siblings as well as children 
with complex health needs,’ 
she explained. ‘We work hard 
to try and keep children in 
their local communities and 
in contact with their families.’

Ms Forbes said: ‘� ere is an 
urgent need for more foster 
parents in the Highlands. It 
should be heartbreaking for 
all of us that so many young 
people are sent out of the 
Highlands because there are 
not enough foster carers in 
the Highlands.’

Nearly £300 was raised for Marie Curie 
Scotland when nine walkers completed the 
South Laggan to Gairlochy section of the 
Great Glen Way earlier this month.

Conditions were wintry – sleet showers 
and strong winds – but the group completed 
the 22k walk in just less than � ve hours.

Organisers of the sponsored walk, Ken 
and Imogen Dalley, are raising money for 
Marie Curie Scotland and are training for a 
� ve-day trek through Helambu in Nepal in 
January 2020. � ey have raised more than 
£4,000 so far and hope to have raised £7,000 
by the time of the trek.

Nearly £300 was raised for Marie Curie Scotland by the walk. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.

photos

Great Glen Way walkers raise 
£300 for Marie Curie charity

Work to improve a section 
of the A830 near Loch Eilt 
is scheduled to start this 
weekend.

The £180,000 investment 
by Transport Scotland will 
see the road at Ranochan 
resurfaced. The work will 
take place between 7pm 
and 6am for � ve nights start-
ing on Sunday March 24.

The A830 will be closed in 
both directions for safety 
reasons. 

Overnight road 
closures on A830 

Plant relocation 
welcomed

Family visits scene 
of Ben Nevis 
avalanche tragedy 

Residents have welcomed 
proposals to relocate an 
asphalt plant from Banavie 
Quarry to the industrial area 
at Carrs Corner.

Breedon Northern Limited, 
which operates Banavie 
Quarry, plans to build the 
plant at Carrs Corner to carry 
out night time operations.

Kilmallie Community 
Council members and resi-
dents on the liaison group 
unanimously welcomed 
the decision after raising 
concerns over the noise 
and visual impact the plant 
would have at Banavie.

Lochaber Mountain Rescue 
Team (LMRT) has taken 
relatives and a member of the 
Swiss Alpine Club close to the 
gully on Ben Nevis where an 
avalanche cost three climbers 
their lives last week.

Only 30-year-old Swiss 
national Mathieu Biselx 
survived last Tuesday’s 
avalanche. He has now re-
turned home, a� er hospital 
treatment.

His companions, two 
Frenchmen, aged 41 and 32, 
and a 43-year-old climber, 
also from Switzerland, died.

� eir names have not 
been o�  cially released, but 
the dead men have been 
identi� ed in national media 
reports as Raphael Aymon, 
Cedric Ravimet and Adrien 
Robez-Masson.

On Sunday, a sister and 
brother of one of the four 
casualties, along with the 
member of the Swiss Alpine 

Club, were taken by rescuers 
to the scene of the accident.

Mr Biselx is the president of 
the Sion section of the Swiss 
Alpine Club and his compan-
ions were all members.

A member of the Scottish 
Avalanche Information 
Service was also with the 
family members on their walk 
near to Number 5 Gully.

In a post on social media, 
Mr Biselx commented: ‘Raph, 
Cédric and Adrien. � ank 

you for your friendship. 
Have a nice trip to your new 
mountains. My thoughts turn 
especially to your families. 
I’m wearing you in my heart 
forever.’

LMRT added: ‘On behalf 
of the families and friends, 
we have been asked to pass 
on their gratitude for all 
the assistance and kindness 
they have received from all 
the people involved in the 
incident.’

A member of the Scottish Avalanche Information Service, 
two family members and a representative of the Swiss 
Alpine Club below the scene of the incident. Photograph: LMRT. 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Results 
Friday March 15
Chanter Solos - �rst time in 
Lochaber Music Festival: 1 
Jamie Smith, 89, Distinction; 
2 Sandy Halewood, 88, 
Distinction; 3 Lily Jane 
Robertson, 84, Commended.

Chanter Solos - second 
time in Lochaber Music 
Festival: 1 Zoe Sinclair, 86, 
Commended; 2 Toby Jacksaw, 
85, Commended; 3 Lewis 
Gibb, 84, Commended.

Bagpipe Solos - Novice 
A - Slow Air: 1 Natalie Byrne, 
89, Distinction; 2 Brandon 
Watson, 87, Distinction; 
3 Fraser Lindsay, 86, 
Commended.

Bagpipe Solos -  First Year 
Piobaireachd - 1 Andrew Orr, 
90, Outstanding.

Bagpipe Solos - 
Intermediate - 1 Jack O’Neill, 
84, Commended; 2 Gordon 
Stevenson, 81, Merit.

Bagpipe Solos - Second 
Year Piobaireachd - 1 Ronnie 
McIntosh, 88, Distinction; 
2 Patrick Turner, 87, 
Distinction.

Bagpipe Solos - Senior 
Piobaireachd - 1 Laura 
Robertson, 90, Outstanding.
Saturday March 16
Bagpipe Solos - Age 15 and 
Under -  1 Laura Robertson, 
91, Outstanding; 2 Ronnie 
McIntosh, 88, Distinction; 3 
Andrew Orr, 87, Distinction.

Bagpipe Solos - Age 15 
and Under -1 Andrew Orr, 
89, Distinction; 2 Ronnie 
McIntosh, 88, Distinction; 
3 Laura Robertson, 87, 
Distinction.

Bagpipe Solos - Aged 16 
to 18 - 1 Ben Fulford, 89, 
Distinction; 2 Patrick Turner, 
87, Distinction.

Bagpipe Solos - 18 Years and 
Under Jig - 1 Laura Robertson, 
92, Outstanding; 2 Andrew 
Orr, 89, 2 Distinciton; 3 Ben 
Fulford, 88, 3 Distinction.

Bagpipe Quartet - 18 

Years and Under - 1 
Lochaber High Pipers, 93,  
Outstanding; 2 LPB Quartet, 
92,  Outstanding; 3 Lochaber 
High School Quartet, 89,  
Distinction.

Clarsach Solos - 
Intermediate - 1 Lily Bloom, 
83, Merit; 2 Amelia Gillies, 
81, Merit.

Pianoforte Solo Scots - 
Primary Age - 1 Freddie 
Smith, 83, Merit.

Accordion Solos - Beginners 
- 1 Rocco Berardelli, 83, Merit; 
2 Ruaridh MacMaster, 82, 
Merit; 3 Duncan MacDonald, 
81, Merit; 3 Livia Berardelli, 
8, Merit; 3 Maryann Stewart 
MacDonald, 81, Merit.

Accordion Solos - Advanced 
- 1 Cameron MacIsaac, 
88, Distinction; 2 Lucy 
MacIntyre, 85, Distinction.

Violin Solo - Scots - 
Elementary - 1 Fiona Austin, 
83, Merit; 2 David Rodgers, 
82, Merit; 3 Sarah Burton, 
81, Merit; 3 Kayla Milne, 81, 
Merit.

Violin Solo - Scots - 
Intermediate - 1 Seonaidh 
MacDonald, 84, Commended; 
2 Lila Berardelli, 83, Merit; 2 
Flora Stevenson, 83, Merit.

3 Sophie Cameron, 82, 
Merit; 3 Ronnie Fulford, 82, 
Merit.

Violin Solo - Scots 
- Advanced -  1 Anna 
Robertson, 88, Distinction.

Fiddle Group - Age 13 and 
Under - 1 A’Hooligan Juniors, 
86, Commended.

Fiddle Group - Age 18 and 
Under - 1 Na’ Fidhlearn og, 
84, Commended.

Premier Scots Traditional 
Award - 1 Laura Robertson.
Monday March 18
Bible Readings - Aged 8 to 9 -  
1 Wiktor Galezki, 83, Merit; 2 
Olivia Maksymiuk, 82, Merit; 
2 Paige Reade, 82, Merit; 2 
Victoria Golebiowska, 82, 
Merit.

Bible Readings - Aged 10 to 
11 - 1 Charleigh Adams, 84, 
Commended.

Choral Verse - Age 12 and 
Under - 1 Lundavra Primary 
7, 85, Commended.

Solo Verse - Girls Aged 6 
and Under - 1 Tea Drew, 83, 
Merit; 2 Myla MacLeod, 82, 
Merit; 3 Erin MacPherson, 
81, Merit; 3 Erin Stewart, 81, 
Merit.

Solo Verse - Boys Aged 
6 and Under - 1 Rocco 
MacMillan, 84, Commended; 
2 Toby Smith, 83, Merit; 3 
Jack Campbell, 81, Merit; 3 
Caoimh Bellshaw, 81, Merit.

Solo Verse - Girls Aged 7 

& 8 - 1 Livia Berardelli, 85, 
Commended; 2 Charlotte 
Paget, 84, Commended; 3 
Charlie Stewart, 83, Merit.

Solo Verse - Boys Aged 7 
and 8 - 1 Rocco Berardelli, 86, 
Commended; 2 Scott Morgan, 
85, Commended; 3 Caleb 
Collinge, 84, Commended;  
3 Ruaridh MacMaster, 84, 
Commended.

Solo Verse - Boys Aged 11 
and 12 - 1 Craig Kennedy, 
85, Commended; 2 Fraser 
Lindsay, 84, Commended.

Poems by Robert Burns - 
Boys - Primary Age - 1 Fraser 
Lindsay, 84, Commended.

Solo Verse - Boys Aged 9 
and 10 - 1 Osian Bellshaw, 
83, Merit; 2 Josh McCook, 82, 
Merit; 3 Calum Riddle, 81, 
Merit; 3 Premo McLean, 81, 
Merit.

Solo Verse - Girls Aged 11 
and 12 - 1 Lila Berardelli, 
86, Commended; 2 
Maria Sutherland, 85, 
Commended; 3 Lucy Bloom, 
84, Commended; 3 Katie 
MacIntyre, 84, Commended.

Poems by Robert Burns 
- Girls - Primary Age - 1 
Victoria Golebiowska, 84, 
Commended; 2 Lexi Innes-
Ozen, 83, Merit; 3 Mia 
Hutchison, 82, Merit.

Vocal Solo - Girls Aged 7 
and 8 - 1 Eliza Mo�at, 84, 
Commended.

Vocal Solo - Girls Aged 9 and 
10 - 1 Lily Jane Robertson, 88, 
Distinction; 2 Sarah Burton, 
87, Distinction.

Vocal Solo - Girls Aged 13 
and 14 - 1 Laura Robertson, 
86, Commended.

Vocal Solo - Boys Aged 13 
and 14 - 1 Jake Sessions, 87, 
Distinction.

Solos Songs of Burns - Girls 
Aged 12  and Under - 1 Chloe 
Reynolds, 87, Distinction.

Solo Scots - Girls Aged 
12 and Under - 1 Lily Jane 

The 45th Lochaber Music Festival got under way this 
week with dozens of budding musicians taking to the 
stage.

The annual festival, which concludes today (Thursday 
March 21), has a huge range of competitions including 
vocal, instrumental, traditional, speech, country 
dancing and ensembles.

Traditional classes took place on Friday and Saturday 
and all other classes ran on Monday and continued until 
Wednesday. The �nal concert, featuring many highlights 
of the festival as well as the prizegiving, will take place 
this evening (Thursday March 21).

Musicians hit all the right notes 
at 45th Lochaber Music Festival

Laura Robertson, who won the Premier Scots Traditional 
Award as well as a number of bagpipe competitions. 
All photographs: Abrightside Photography.

Rocco Berardelli won the 
accordion solos beginner 
competition. 

Cameron MacIsaac earned 
a distinction as he won the 
accordion solos advanced 
competition. 
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Robertson, 88, Distinction.
Vocal Solo - Secondary Age 

Pupils - 1 Jake Sessions, 86, 
Commended.

Strings Solo (Juniors) - 
Beginners - 1 Freya Comiskey, 
83, Merit; 2 Finlay Baxter, 82, 
Merit.

Strings Solo (Juniors) - 
Under 8 - 1 Lily Cant, 85, 
Commended.

Strings Solo (Primary) - 
Beginners - 1 Angus Davies, 
83, Merit; 2 Imogen French, 
82, Merit.

Strings Solo (Juniors) - 
Under 8 - 1 Aaron Tresidder, 
83, Merit.

Strings Duet - Two Stringed 
Instruments - Beginners - 1 
Lily Cant, 83, Merit; 2 Isla 
Cant, 83, Merit.

Strings Solo (Primary) - 
Elementary -1 Talia Ham, 
86, Commended; 2 Rowan 
MacLean, 85, Commended; 
2 Xander Whitehead, 85, 
Commended.

Strings Solo (Primary) - 
Intermediate - Grade 3+ - 1 
Elodie Place, 87, Distinction.

Strings Solo (Primary) - 
Elementary - 1 Nia Read, 88, 
Distinction; 2 Lucy Bloom, 
87, Distinction; 3 Isla Cant, 
86, Distinction.

String Ensembles - Junior 
- 1 LMS Junior Strings 
Ensemble, 85, Commended; 
2 Invergarry Primary 6-7, 83, 
Merit.

String Orchestra - Senior - 1 
LMS Senior String Orchestra, 
86, Commended.

Orchestral Woodwind Solo 
- Open -1 Irene Larasser, 86, 
Commended.

Orchestral Woodwind 
Duets - Advanced - 1 Rachael 

White, 86, Commended; 
1 Bethan White, 86, 
Commended.

Pianoforte Solo - Secondary 
Advanced - 1 Molly Cameron, 
83, Merit.

Strings Solo (Secondary) 
- Advanced - Grades 5+ - 1 
Tanya MacDonald, 86, 
Commended.

Strings Duet - Two Stringed 
Instruments - Open - 1 Jenny 
Abell, 85, Commended; 
1 Clare Reynolds, 85, 
Commended.

String Groups - Chamber 
Group, Trio or Quartet - 
Senior - 1 LMS Cello Quintet, 
88, Distinction.

Miscellaneous Groups 
- Vocal Ensemble 
(Unconducted) 5 to 16 -1 
Songbirds, 88, Distinction.
 More results and pho-

tographs in next week’s 
Lochaber Times.

Musicians hit all the right notes 
at 45th Lochaber Music Festival

Fiona Austin won the Scots elementary � ddle 
competition. 

Freddie Smith won the pianoforte solo Scots primary age 
competition.  

Lochaber High School Pipers quartet who won the 18 and under quartet competition. 

The top three in the chanter solos, � rst time at Lochaber Music Festival competition, left 
to right: Jane Robertson, Jamie Smith and Sandy Halewood. 

Right: Ben Fulford earned 
a distinction as he won the 
bagpipe solos  aged 16 to 
18. 

Above: All the entrants for 
the Scots elementary � ddle 
competition. 
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� e West Highland Museum 
in Fort William already 
boasts a highly impressive 
collection of Jacobite items, 
but a new, long-term loan 
from the famous Drambuie 
Collection looks set to prove 
a major draw.

Owned by distilling � rm 
William Grant & Sons, 
the items on loan – many 
of them glassware – are in 
a new exhibition that was 
o�  cially opened last night 
(Wednesday) in a special 
event at the museum in 
Cameron Square.

Glassware was prized by 
Jacobite supporters with 
many pieces engraved with 
secret symbols of support for 
the prince and his cause.

Among the new items on 
display are an extremely rare 
18th century glass depicting 
a � ve-coloured enamelled 

Time is running out to save a 
famous 19th-century hunting 
lodge in the Small Isles.

Kinloch Castle Friends 
Association (KCFA) launched 
an online crowdfunding 
campaign earlier this year to 
raise funds to save the beau-
tiful castle in the bay of Loch 
Scresort on the Isle of Rum.

Tours of the castle’s ‘muse-
um rooms’ are still available 
in the summer. � ese were 
once the formal rooms of the 
Bullough family. � e castle 
and contents are now in a 
poor state though.

Police and partner agencies 
in Skye and Lochalsh are 
reminding landowners 
about their rights and 
responsibilities if burning 
vegetation during muirburn.

Muirburn season runs 
from October 1 until April 
15. Many crofters and 
landowners carry out 
burning at this time of year 
as the weather improves.

Last year, emergency 
services on Skye attended 
several out of control 
muirburns, some of which 
caused considerable 
damage to land and forestry 
and required considerable 
resources from Skye and 
further a� eld to bring � res 
under control.

In one case, more than 
30 square kilometres of 
commercial forestry were 
damaged.

Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service area manager Bruce 
Farquharson, who is also 
chairman of the Scottish 
Wild� re Forum, has asked 
landowners to follow the 
Muirburn Code.

Advice to 
landowners 
during muirburn 
season

West Highland Museum curator Vanessa Martin with 
some of the rare glassware from the Drambuie collection. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

New Jacobite gems go 
on show in museum 

portrait of Bonnie Prince 
Charlie.

� e glass is believed to be 
one of possibly only three 
such objects made.

� ere is also a 1730 � ring 
glass – a small shot-style glass 
with a thick bottom – which 
was raised in a toast before 
being cracked on the table, 
with the noise said to sound 
like musket � re.

It is engraved with an oak 
tree, the emblem of the Stuart 
restoration, and the motto 
Revirescit or ‘it revives’.

And there is a mid- to 
late-18th century ormolu 
mounted Jacobite portrait 
enamel snu�  box.

It would appear this snu�  
box was originally a ‘hidden 
portrait’ example which had 
a simple possibly � orally dec-
orated domed cover hinged 
to hide the portrait of Prince 
Charles.

� ese are well recorded, 
although not common, and 

were favourites of Jacobite 
society post-1745.

A Jacobite host could give 
his friends a pinch of snu�  
and choose, depending on 
the company, whether or not 
to unveil the hidden nature of 
the portrait.

� ere is even a small part of 

the mast of the boat in which 
the fugitive prince crossed 
from Skye to Loch Nevis on 
July 4 1746.

William Grant & Sons 
acquired the Drambuie 
Collection a� er it bought the 
brand in 2014.

� e Drambuie Collection 

was built up by the McKinnon 
family, which owned 
Drambuie for 100 years.

Legend tells that Bonnie 
Prince Charlie – or one of his 
followers from France – gave 
a McKinnon clansman the 
recipe for the liquor during 
the 1745 rising.

West Highland Museum 
curator Vanessa Martin 
said: ‘We’re hoping it might 
be possible to have these 
items from the Drambuie 
Collection on  loan for � ve to 
10 years.

‘Items from the Jacobite 
period are always of great 
interest and the Outlander 
television series has certainly 
boosted that.

‘We are delighted to have 
this chance to show o�  these 
items from the Drambuie 
Collection of which there is 
much more. 

‘We were given the pick of 
what we wanted to take and 
exhibit.’

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Kinloch Castle Friends Association launched an online crowdfunding campaign to save 
the 19th-century hunting lodge on the Isle of Rum. 

Last chance to help save Kinloch Castle
With a new business plan in 

place, KCFA hopes to show 
the castle can be brought 
back to life and provide 
much-needed accommoda-
tion for the island.

� e plan has been presented 
to Scottish Natural Heritage 
which continues discussions 
with KCFA. 

A specialist in the restora-
tion of historic buildings has 
been employed to look at the 
building.

In addition to surveyors, 
roofers and other trades, 
KCFA also needs money for 

legal and accountancy costs. 
A spokesman said: ‘Our orig-
inal crowdfunding campaign 
raised £3,945 in 41 days. 

‘We are continuing to ac-
cept donations to keep repairs 
going.’

� e business plan sets out in 
detail the plans to provide 45 
beds to increase the accom-
modation on Rum, which 
is a popular destination for 
visitors and geology students.

To donate, visit the Save 
Kinloch Castle on the Isle of 
Rum crowdfunder page or 
visit kinlochcastlefriends.org
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Artistic Caol youngster Kayla 
Duncan, aged nine, is the 
winner of Fort William’s 
Fairtrade Town Campaign’s 
2019 poster competition.

�e campaign teamed 
up with �e Emporium 
of Worldly Goods, �e 
Highland Bookshop, Deli 
Cra� and the Co-op in 
Corpach to raise awareness 
of this year’s Fairtrade 
campaign – supporting a 
living wage for cocoa farmers, 
particularly women, in West 
Africa.

�e poster competition for 
school pupils was organised 
as part of the event with 
entrants asked to design an 
A4 poster about this year’s 
campaign. �e entries were 
displayed in �e Highland 
Bookshop for a week, along-
side a Fairtrade Foundation 
information table.

�e winning poster was 
chosen on Sunday March 
10 with Kayla receiving 
a gi� certi�cate from the 
bookshop; Fairtrade treats 
from �e Emporium; a bag 

Fairtrade Friday at Caol Primary was well supported as 
youngsters created their posters.

St Columba’s Primary School held a Fairtrade bake sale.

Caol’s Kayla wins 
Fairtrade event

From left, Councillor Ben Thompson, Sasha McKinlay, 
Emporium of Worldly Goods, Sarah-Louise Bamblett, 
Highland Bookshop and Andi Woodward of Delicraft, with 
the winning poster design by Kayla Duncan, aged 9, of 
Caol. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

of co�ee beans and Suki tea 
from Delicra� and a £25 
voucher and box of Fairtrade 
bananas for her school from 
the Co-op.

Poster competition organ-
isers said: ‘All of the entries 
were great and it was hard to 
choose a winner.

‘It was obvious the students 
put a lot of hard work and 
thought into their posters.

‘Kayla from Caol sub-
mitted the winning poster, 
which clearly describes this 
year’s campaign theme ‘She 
Deserves’.

‘Well done to Kayla and 
thanks to our judges and 
sponsors, Councillor Ben 
�ompson, Deli Cra�, �e 
Highland Bookshop, Fort 
William, �e Emporium of 
Worldly Goods and Sharon 
Wells at Corpach Co-op.’

Judge Sasha McKinlay, 
proprietor of �e Emporium 
of Worldy Goods, added: 
‘�e children clearly have a 
�rm grasp of what Fairtrade 
means and how their choices 
locally a�ect global suppliers.’

Pupils show o� artistic skills in 
group’s poster competition

How will the UK leaving 
the EU affect me?
For information and guidance on what 
it means for you, visit gov.uk/euexit
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

It’s been a while since my wee 
dog Beastie has made it into 
the pages of � e Oban Times 
but as I have just picked him 
up today and haven’t seen him 
since November, I am full of 
excitement and happiness to 
be reunited with my furry little 
four-legged ball of mischief! 

It is just over two years since 
he ran o�  into the Hills of 
Lochaber prompting his press 
debut of March 2017 and I 
think another ponder on his 
ways is appropriate. 

What humans can learn 
from the behaviour of Beastie 
is the general subject of this 
piece and I’m going to focus 
on two traits of his canine 
conduct – one bad and one 
good – from which we can all 
learn.  

‘Beastie Lesson One – 
Grrrrrrrr! You moved your 
foot!!’ 

Beastie absolutely loves get-
ting to lie on the bed. It is very 
seldom that this is allowed, 
but at all times if he is in the 
vicinity of the bedroom, his 
number one aim in life is to be 
given permission to jump onto 
the bed.    

He will utilise all psycho-

logical tools at his disposal to 
gain access to experience this 
ultimate realm of comfort, 
happiness and ful� lment. 

He will try both sides of the 
bed for di� erent weakness lev-
els between the humans pres-
ent, he will tentatively raise a 
paw and place it on the edge 
of the bed and then look at 
you longingly with beguiling 
brown eyes, and he will even 
whimper lightly and shake as 
if in freezing cold discomfort 
in order to breakdown the 
resolve of our barriers.  

Very occasionally, if the 
sheets are due to be changed 
anyway or if he’s just had a 
bath, we will relent and let him 
jump up and make himself 
comfortable on top of the 
duvet.  

His initial reaction always 
conveys the deepest love and 
gratitude and no matter where 
on the bed he is and what 
else might be happening, he 
is in heaven, he knows it and 
he is euphoric with his newly 
acquired luxury.  

However, a� er he has be-
come accustomed to his new 
place in life, this becomes his 
normality and he very quickly 

forgets that he has been given 
a privileged position. 

Invariably during this stage, 
which is usually a� er about 
10 minutes, if one of the 
humans present moves a leg 
or a foot even slightly, Beastie 
will growl aggressively with 
a � urry of dog swear words 
in protest at the sel� shness 
of a human to move and to 
disturb his peace and upset 
his comfort. 

� is of course results in him 
being immediately ordered 
o� , downstairs and back to his 
dog bed, which he does with a 
look of ‘stu�  your bed, I didn’t 
like it anyway’.

Ten minutes later, he’s back 
saying ‘please let me on the 
bed, I love the bed, it’s so cold 
down here. I will be sooooooo 
grateful forever if you let me 
on the bed!’ It will be some 
months before we may relent 
again! 

Many times I have seen this 
cycle of behaviour mirrored by 
humans and, as with Beastie, 
none of us should take what 
we have or what we are given 
for granted.

Beastie Lesson Two will 
come next week.

Rowan Do� , centre, of Nevis Landscape Partnership gets ready to plant trees with 
the children of Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Lochaber pupils plant 30 new saplings
Lochaber primary school, 
Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar, was delighted in its 
successful application for 30 
free trees from Woodland 
Trust Scotland, writes Neill 
Bo Finlayson.

� e school’s ECO 
Committee is very proud 
to have 30 new saplings 
in the playground as part 
of a mass country-wide 
tree planting organised by 
the Woodland Trust, with 
support from Sainsbury’s, 
IKEA FAMILY, players 
of the People’s Postcode 
Lottery and Yorkshire Tea.

Sixteen pupils in the 
ECO Committee planted 
the trees, which included 
silver birch, wild cherry and 
rowan. � e trees are part 
of the ECO Committee’s 
plan to create a haven for 

wildlife, as well as improve 
and develop the children’s 
outside environment.

John Joe MacNeil, head 
teacher, said: ‘We are 
very proud of our ECO 
Committee and all the great 
work they are doing to pro-
vide themselves and the rest 
of the school community 
with a wonderful, healthy 
and interesting outdoor 
space. 

‘We are very grateful 
to the Woodland Trust 
Scotland, as well as Rowan 
Do�  from Nevis Landscape 
Partnership, who are work-
ing with us to make this 
happen. 

‘� is hands-on approach 
and interactive learning is a 
fantastic way to continue to 
develop the children’s inter-
est in the environment and 

learn about its importance.   
� ey are learning about 
the positive impact they 
can have and the di� erence 
it can make to the world 
around them.’

Woodland Trust Scotland 
is sending more than 55,000 
trees to more than 300 
schools and community 
groups across Scotland.

Sanjay Singh, senior pro-
grammes manager at the 
People’s Postcode Lottery, 
said: ‘Bringing commu-
nities around the country 
together by mass planting 
trees is a wonderful way to 
protect, enrich and enjoy 
the environment.  I’d like to 
thank our players, many of 
whom are from the commu-
nities receiving trees. � ese 
initiatives simply would not 
be possible without them.’

New head of NHS Highland visits Fort 
NHS Highland’s new interim 
chairman, Professor Boyd 
Robertson, took the oppor-
tunity last week to meet sta�  
during visits to the Belford 
Hospital and Invernevis 
House Care Home, writes 
Neill Bo Finlayson.

As part of a consultative ap-
proach, Prof Robertson was 
keen to make himself known 
to all levels of sta�  at the Fort 
William hospital and care 
home during his � rst o�  cial 
visits on Wednesday March 6.

Accompanied by rural 
general hospital manager 
Anne Boyd-Mackay, Prof 
Robertson was given a 
whistle-stop tour of all the 
di� erent departments at the 
Belford during a three-hour 
visit.   Later in the day he 
toured Invernevis House 
Care Home with manager 
Claire Cameron.

Prof Robertson said: ‘I am 
keen to familiarise myself 
with service provision across 

all areas of the Highlands 
and the visits to the Belford 
Hospital and Inverness 
House Care Home were the 
start of that process.

‘I found the visits highly 
informative and enlightening 
and was very impressed by 
the commitment and profes-
sionalism of the members of 
sta�  I met. I look forward to 

visiting Broadford, Portree 
and Raigmore Hospitals this 
week.’

He continued: ‘I am fully 
committed to ensuring that 
the people of the Highlands 
have health care of the high-
est quality, and the new chief 
executive, Iain Stewart, and 
I will work tirelessly towards 
that goal.’

NHS Highland interim chairman Prof Boyd Robertson, 
centre, with Jackie Green, Anne Boyd-Mackay, Dr Brian 
Tregaskis and Jasvir Robertson from the Belford Hospital.
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Renowned Fort William 
stick weaving expert Mary 
Carol Souness recently 
brought together residents 
from Invernevis House and 
pupils from Caol Primary 
School for a collaborative 
art project.

� e day was the perfect 
demonstration of how stick 
weaving can be a fun way 
to recycle and create some-
thing new, practical and 
yet, out-of-the-ordinary.

 � e history of stick 
weaving appears to stretch 
back to the peg loom from 
Neolithic times but is great 
fun, accessible to most 
people and, as Mary Carol 
has previously stated: ‘You 
can make all sorts of things 
– the only limit is your 
imagination.’

� e Caol youngsters 

were from the school’s 
primary � ve and six 
classes, and following 
the visit a spokesperson 
from the school said: ‘P5/6 
enjoyed a lovely a� ernoon 
with their parents as they 
demonstrated their stick 
weaving skills and present-
ed their completed Walk 

in the Park wall hanging 
that is soon to be hung in 
Invernevis House.’

Young and old join forces 
for unusual art project

Caol Primary pupils with 
residents of Invernevis House 
were delighted with their e� orts, 
above; and above right, Mary 
Carol Souness, standing left, 
shows o�  the stick weaving to 
residents of Invernevis House 
recently.  Right, the children and 
residents worked on two pieces.
All photographs: Abrightside Photography.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

2019 Scholarships
Marking our 40th anniversary, Lomond School is proud to 
launch forty new scholarships for talented 9-18 year-olds. 

Join our unique family environment, with boarding and 
day scholarships available for young people who excel in 
academia, music, creative arts or sport.

Application Deadline: 29 March 2019

For more information, please contact us:
T: 01436 672476
E: scholarships@lomondschool.com
W: lomondschool.com/scholarships

Enquire about transport options available 
for weekly boarders.
10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh, G84 9JX

LT
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� e constituency MSP for Skye 
has said she fully intends to keep 
pressing Highland Council for 
new schools at Broadford and 
Dunvegan a� er meeting with 
parents from the south of the 
island recently.

On Friday March 8, Kate 
Forbes spent an hour talking 
with concerned representatives 
of Broadford Primary School’s 
parent council, as they continue 
to keep the pressure on the local 
authority to build a new school.

� e dilapidated primary 
building has limited disabled 
access, as well as no safe drinking 
water supply nor a gym hall for 
pupils.

Last month Highland Council 
con� rmed that both Broadford 
and Dunvegan were now ‘key 
school investment priorities’ and 
would be included in a future 
funding bid to the Scottish 
Government.

Over the past decade, Highland 
Council has not asked the Scottish 
Government for a single penny for 
a redevelopment project for either 
of the beleaguered buildings.

‘It is important for me to 
continue meeting parents at 
Broadford Primary School,’ said 
Ms Forbes.

‘I am determined to see a new 
school built in Broadford, but it 
won’t happen overnight.

‘� at’s why it’s important to stay 
in touch, keep the conversation 
going and push for actions.’

Skye MSP piles 
on pressure over 
ailing Broadford 
school building

� e 300th anniversary of one of the 
most signi� cant battles of the 1719 
Jacobite Rebellion, which ultimate-
ly led to the end of the uprising, is 
to be commemorated this year.

� anks to a � ve-� gure funding 
boost from the Scottish Clan 
Event Fund, the Tercentenary 
Commemoration of the Battle of 
Glen Shiel will go ahead at the 
battle site in Kintail.

� e Association of Highland 
Clans and Societies, in conjunction 
with the 1745 Association, has 
organised a commemoration of the 
Battle of Glen Shiel in June with a 
£5,000 government grant helping 
to make it a memorable occasion.

A total of 14 clan and community 
events across nine local authorities 
will receive a share of funding 
through the Scottish Clan Event 
Fund with around £52,000 allocat-
ed through the 2019 grants.

� e Battle of Glen Shiel, between a 
Jacobite army of Highland levies and 
Spanish marines and a government 
force of regular troops, resulted in a 
government victory that ended the 
1719 rebellion. Rob Roy MacGregor 
fought alongside MacKenzies, 
Glengarry MacDonells, Camerons, 
MacMillans, Murrays and others, 
who were all involved in the battle, 
with up to  100 Jacobite soldiers 
killed.

� e commemorative gathering 

will take place over the weekend 
of June 7 to 9, largely in Inverness, 
but with a visit to the battle site 
and to nearby Eilean Donan Castle 
where Clan Macrae are planning an 
international gathering to coincide 
with this event.

It is planned that the programme 
will include a meet-and-greet 
evening, talks about the rising 
and the battle, battle re-enactment 
events, interclan games, a dinner 
with musical entertainment, and 
the visit to Glen Shiel and Eilean 

Donan when it is hoped the 
Macraes will be able to organise 
special tours of the castle.

� e Scottish Clan Event Fund 
supports the growth of clan events 
across Scotland and helps to fund 
clan gatherings, games and histor-
ical re-enactments as well as walks 
and tours, ceilidhs and festivals. 

For the 11 events funded in 2018, 
Visit Scotland estimate 47 per cent 
of those attending were interna-
tional visitors and the net economic 
impact was around £1 million.

Cabinet Secretary for culture, 
tourism and external a� airs Fiona 
Hyslop announced the funding, 
saying: ‘From the Highlands to 
Argyll and down to the Borders, 
this year’s clans’ and families’ 
events are delving into more areas 
than ever and will help continue to 
promote Scotland as a must-visit 
destination.’

� e AHCS is formalising details 
of the events. 

To keep up-to-date visit high-
landclans.org

Clans to remember 
Kintail Jacobite battle 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

The Battle of Glen Shiel in 1719 all but ended the Jacobite Rebellion. (The Battle of Glen Shiel 1719 by 
Peter Tillemans); Battle of Glen Shiel monument in Kintail. 
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Islanders 
contact SNP 
councillers 
over tax hike
� e council tax hike is 
causing � nancial pain to 
island families, says the 
SNP group at Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar, which has 
received many representa-
tions from the community 
in the last few weeks.

� e group’s councillors 
were unsuccessful in their 
e� orts to block the near 
� ve per cent increase being 
imposed on households.

Group leader Councillor 
Gordon Murray said 
the rise was excessive. 
‘Energy prices and rents 
are increasing and so it is 
sad that the majority of 
councillors disagreed with 
the SNP group and chose 
to exact the maximum 
tax on an already hard-hit 
community.’

� e group made reference 
to the large amounts of 
reserves that the council 
could have used to mitigate 
the rise.

Councillor John A 
Maciver added: ‘It is 
disappointing that the 
council chose to increase 
council tax because it could 
and not because it had to.’

CONTACTUS
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

World-class pipers will be 
holding workshops for island 
players when they come to 
Stornoway next month for 
the prestigious Pipe Major 
Donald Macleod MBE 
Memorial Competition.

� e competition – spon-
sored by community wind 
farm charity Point and 
Sandwick Trust to the tune of 
£5,000 a year – will be taking 
place on Friday, April 5.

It is the 26th year of the 
competition and a few of the 
pipers who will be taking part 
will be staying on an extra 
day to pass on some skills and 
tips to up-and-coming local 
pipers.

� e workshops will be open 
to youth and adult players 
and are being organised by 
the Lewis Pipe Band in part-
nership with the Lewis and 
Harris Piping Society, which 
runs the PM Donald Macleod 
MBE Memorial Competition.

Eight pipers are invited to 
take part in the competition, 
based on their successes 
throughout the year at other 
events on the piping circuit, 
and the competition itself is a 
living memorial to one of the 
most famous pipers of the last 
century – and, crucially, held 
in his home town.

Donald John MacSween, 
Point and Sandwick Trust 
general manager, said: ‘� is 
competition is now a major 
event in the piping calendar 
and the PM Donald Macleod 
Memorial Competition is 

to be congratulated on its  
achievement and hard work 
in developing the event over 
the years – and, more impor-
tantly from the PST view, in 
ensuring the event is � rmly 
rooted in Stornoway.’

Pipe Major Donald Macleod 
from Stornoway was an 
outstanding player and won 
all the major competitions, 
some of them several times 
over. He was also a tutor 
and a Seaforth Highlander 
but it was for his proli� c 
compositions, including 26 
piobaireachds such as the 
Lament for the Iolaire, that 
he is best remembered.

� e pipers taking part this 
year are Willie McCallum, 
Roddy Macleod MBE, 
Callum Beaumont, Stuart 
Liddell, Glenn Brown, Finlay 
Johnston, Iain Speirs and Dr 
Peter McCallister.

� e judges will be Dr Angus 
MacDonald, John Wilson 
and Rhona Lightfoot.    Fear 

an Tighe is Dr John Smith, 
who has also recently taken 
over from John Kennedy as 
chairman of the Lewis and 
Harris Piping Society.

� e competition will be 
taking place in the Caladh 
Hotel during the day on April 
5 and be followed by a ceilidh 
at night and the workshops 
on the Saturday.

� e piping society’s new 
chairman, Dr John Smith, 
added: ‘We’re hoping to 
build this year on what we 
established last year by taking 
advantage of the presence 
of world-class pipers in 
Stornoway to promote one of 
the aims of the society, which 
is to support the tuition of 
both youngsters and adults.’

Piping classes set up for 
Donald Macleod contest

The competition is held in memory of PM Donald 
Macleod, pictured left.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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YOUR PICTURES
Proposing a better 
ferry option for Mull
I recently had the honour of addressing the 
Mull Community Council which is extremely 
concerned about a proposal by Transport 
Scotland/CMAL to carry out a major recon-
struction of Craignure ferry terminal at the 
staggering cost of £78 million. � is proposal 
was to enable berthing of a large £75 million 
Glen Sannox class ferry.

A key concern is that the mainly single track 
Mull roads are not able to handle the sudden 
arrival of 130 cars in one go. � e proposal 
includes a huge reception building to hold 
1,500 persons (over half the Mull population) 
which the community council believes to be 
both unnecessary and wholly out of scale with 
the rural setting in which it would be located.

An alternative and more cost-e� ective prop-
osition based on Scandinavian practice was 
discussed whereby a main vehicle ferry service 
would be provided by two 80-car, 400 passen-
ger capacity double-ended ferries, providing 
an hourly service in summer, with a single 
vessel giving a two-hourly service in winter 
from 7am-8pm. � is would enable year-round 
commuting between Mull and Oban, a facility 
that is not available at present. � e vehicle fer-
ry service would be supplemented in summer 
by a 250-passenger fast 35 knot catamaran to 
cover day trip foot-passenger peaks and could 
also connect Oban with Lochaline, Lismore 
and Tobermory.

It was noted that to enable safer berthing 
at Craignure, some extension of the existing 
structure would be required plus general 
maintenance at an estimated cost of some £10 
million. � us a more frequent, � exible and 
economical ferry service could be provided 
between Craignure and Oban for a capital cost 
of some £30-£35 million as compared with 
the circa £150 million scheme proposed by 
Transport Scotland/CMAL. � e community 
council unanimously endorsed the alternative 
proposal outlined above.

It was suggested that if large sums of money 
were available for misguided ferry terminal 
projects of the £78 million kind currently 
proposed by the powers-that-be for Mull and 
elsewhere, it would be better spent on more 
cost-e� ective ferry solutions, with the remain-
der earmarked for our struggling health and 
education services.
Roy Pedersen
Drummond Road, Inverness

Climate protection 
starts at home
I am shocked that primary school children are 
being seduced into these ‘strikes’.

Primary school children should not be 
turned into political pawns for anyone’s pet 
project. If these children are so concerned 
about the environment they could be walking 
to school rather than using mum and dad’s 
taxi service, turning o�  their mobile phones, 
tablets etc, and picking up their rubbish.

I am extremely tired of seeing sweet 
wrappers, pop cans, chewing gum, fast food 
wrappers, etc, strewn across the countryside.

It is well enough documented that plastic is 
a hazard to wildlife. Furthermore, discarded 
food waste can entice mice and rats. Climate 

protection starts at home with small steps.
Joanna Godfrey
Spean Bridge

Get community bene� t 
agreement signed up front
I have some sympathy with the views ex-
pressed by Victoria Sutherland concerning 
the needs of those who live in remote glens 
such as Glen Etive to derive some income for 
local projects from hydro developments such 
as those controversially granted permission in 
that beautiful glen.

However, there are two issues which must 
concern us. Firstly; the three developments 
which are planned on the sites designated for 
protection due to their outstanding natural 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase these each week.  
If you have a photograph you would 

like to see published here, send it to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to The 
Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or 
hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, 

We have two stories this week that should 
de� nitely put a smile on your face, high-
lighting as they do what fantastic young 
people we have living in our communities.

First, we have the story about seven-year-
old Niamh Campbell and her � ve-year-old 
brother Hamish.

When Hamish fell and split his head open 
on the way home from school, Niamh’s 
quick and calm actions were a credit to her 
and her family, because the youngster did 
not panic, but she went to get their head 
teacher who took them to Belford Hospital 
and alerted their parents.

Niamh really is a wee star and she should 
be so proud of herself.

Secondly, we have the story of young 
chef Kian Cameron, who’s been whipping 
up a storm in the kitchen a� er taking 
part in the national � nals of this year’s 
Springboard Future Chef competition in 
London.

Despite having cut his � nger while prac-
tising his competition dish at the weekend,  
the Caol teenager put in a fantastic e� ort 
as one of only 12 � nalists, coming home 
laden with prizes, including a set of mon-
ogrammed chef ’s whites, a set of knives, a 
cash prize and trophies.

And as if that wasn’t enough, Kian has 
been o� ered work experience at several 
places including Gleneagles Hotel.

Well done, Kian!

Fort youngsters are 
shining example

Don’t miss the deadline 
for Bonnie Babies
Families have just a few more days to 
enter their gorgeous tots into our Bonnie 
Babies 2019 competition.

While a lot of fun, the competition 
will also see the winner taking home a 
whopping £500!  

� e mother of last year’s winner spoke 
to us this week, and her youngster is still 
enjoying all the attention his win brought 
him! So don’t miss out, enter today!
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SPEAN BRIDGE, ROY BRIDGE 
AND ACHNACARRY
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry Community Council 
held its March meeting last week at 
Kilmonivaig Church Hall.

Agenda items included a brie� ng 
by Woodland Trust Scotland about 
plans for the Loch Arkaig Pine 
Forest (a report was published in the 
Lochaber Times on this topic last 
week). Other agenda items included:
 Highland Council: � e roads of-

� cer has addressed all the outstand-
ing issues and is in dialogue with 
the Roy Bridge Gardens volunteers 
about their drainage issue. Littering 
remains an issue in the community 
and everyone is asked to do their bit 
to keep villages and the surrounding 
area litter free. Particular concerns 
were expressed about contractor’s 
signs that have been abandoned on 
the B8004 and B8005 and � y tipping 
adjacent to the Achnabobane link 
road.
 BEAR and Transport Scotland: 

So far there had been no con� r-
mation about the improvements to 
the trunk road system reported last 
month in the community council 
area. In particular the resurfacing 
planned for the A82 south of Spean 
Bridge, at the Cattle Ranch, and the 
drainage issues on the hill to the 
north of Spean Bridge – all sched-
uled to start this month. 

It was noted, too, that the 
long-awaited A86 Inverroy Safety 
Report had still not appeared. � e 
community council has asked for 
an urgent update, as well as adding 
concerns about potholing on the 
A86, at the junction of the A82 and 
A86 and an erosion of the culvert 
at Aonachan Crossroads beside 
the A82 which is impacting on the 
trunk road verge.
 Community Bene� t: � e � rst 

opportunity to make application 
to the main Stronelairg Wind 
Farm Fund ended on March 4.   It 
is believed there are � ve applicants 
whose proposals will be considered 
on April 29. � e � rst quarter’s appli-
cations for micro grants will close 

on March 31 and will be considered 
in a private meeting as agreed in the 
memorandum of understanding 
with SSE a� er the conclusion of the 
monthly meeting on April 2.
 Community minibus o� er: A 

report on this topic was published 
in Lochaber Times last week.
 � e Lochaber Health and Social 

Care Redesign Steering Group – � e 
minutes of the February 21 meeting 
had been circulated. � e important 
� rst dra�  of the clinical model had 
only been forwarded the day before 
and there appeared to be little 
progress to report. � e community 
council felt NHS Highland really 

needed to increase the momentum 
to deliver a new Belford Hospital.
 � ere had been a request from a 

member of the public to name the 
street from the A86 to the shinty 
pitch in Spean Bridge a� er the late 
Councillor Billy MacLachlan and 
this was investigated by the chair-
man. Although he felt it would be a 
popular choice, the cost to change 
the street name was beyond the 
current � nancial resources of the 
community council. 

However, the member of the public 
had found a benefactor who was 
willing to fund the proposal and the 
chairman was to contact Highland 

Council and ask it to start the proce-
dure required.
 Treasurer’s Report: It was 

agreed to make a £50 donation to 
the foodbank in appreciation of 
the catering this year, and with the 
� nancial year coming to an end, 
£60 had been paid for the rent of the 
hall. � e community council also 
received £5,000 from SSE from the 
2019 Micro Grant Awards leaving 
a current balance of £6,039.73 - but 
£5,000 was restricted to SSE micro 
grants.
 � e next meeting will be on 

April 2 in Kilmonivaig Church Hall 
at 7pm.

Charity marks International Women’s Day

Lochaber Women’s Aid held a cof-
fee morning on March 8 to mark 
International Women’s Day.

It was a case of cakes galore as 
more than 30 people got together 
at the co� ee morning to celebrate 
the global event.

Lively chatter � lled the air as sta�  
and board members were joined 
by representatives from Inverlochy 
Primary School, Lochaber 

Housing Association, Lochaber 
Foodbank, McIntyre and Co 
solicitors, Friends of Lochaber 
Women’s Aid and members of the 
public.

As well as being an opportunity 
to recognise the achievements of 
pioneering women in the past, 
attendees were asked to leave their 
� ngerprints as their pledge to 
continue to work towards achiev-

ing a better balance in advancing 
gender equality.

Liz Fotheringham, chairwoman 
of Lochaber Women’s Aid, said: 
‘It was a really enjoyable morning. 
We welcomed a great mix of peo-
ple who enjoyed some invigorating 
and interesting conversation.’

For more information about the 
work of Lochaber Women’s Aid 
contact 01397 705734.

There was a good attendance at the Fort William event to mark International Women’s Day. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Fort Legion supports 
Sharon’s speed march 
Kevin Lane of Fort William and 
District Branch, Royal British 
Legion Scotland presents a cheque 
for £200 to Sharon Wigley of the 
Shrapnel charity before she took 
part in the recent Commando 
Speed March from Spean Bridge to 
Achnacarry.   Shrapnel – named af-
ter the term for small change people 
� nd in their pockets – was founded 
in 2010, by a group of people who 

helped a young Royal Marine who 
lost both legs in action to raise funds 
for a specialist wheelchair. 

He had been turned down by sev-
eral charities and as he was unable 
to use ‘standard’ models he then set 
out raise funds on his own. 

Sharon and various friends heard 
of this and decided to help. From 
this original act, Shrapnel has now 
grown into a national charity, ded-
icated to helping injured  military 
personnel get wheelchairs designed 
for their needs.
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 All the locals perambulating Fort 
William High Street are scratching 
their heads because the new signs 
read ‘Please slow down – You are 
in a pedestrianised area’. I had a 
wander along the middle of the street 
on Sunday. It was a bit like the late 
1940s and early 1950s when we, as 
members of the Viewforth Gang, 
could do exactly that on most days 
of the week, because there was very 
little tra�  c about. � e main di� er-
ence now is that you are inclined to 
incline your head most of the time, 
fearful that motors will bear down 
on you from both directions despite 
the alleged pedestrian priority. In 
fact a surprising number of locals are 
now using the pavements – or taking 
a walk along the middle – of Middle 
Street!
  Bert Bissell was on his Ben Nevis 
pilgrimage with his Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team comrades. 
On the summit of the Ben the wind 
caught Bert’s trilby. And sent it � ying 
away, like a frisbee, in the direction 
of the Red Burn. However, it was 
soon headed o�  at the pass, and ‘res-
cued’ by Alex Gillespie, who restored 
it, with a � ourish, to the Bert Bissell 
bonce.
 � e members of Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team, aforemen-
tioned, were making an inventory of 
equipment and stores they’ll need for 
their Alpine training mission. � e 
last item was ‘ a roll of cotton wool’. 
‘Why the hell are we taking cotton 
wool?’ bellowed Mick Tighe, the 
team’s training o�  cer. Back came the 
reasoned retort. ‘To stu�  in our ears 
when you start shouting at us on the 
course, of course.’
 � e epitome of sartorial elegance 
made a guest appearance at an 
in-town function at the weekend. 
Resplendent in check jacket, black 
chinos, white shirt, new shoes – and 
monogrammed tie. None other 
than Willie Anderson, of LMRT, 
ken. Heads turned towards him 
from every direction. And everyone 
clocked the maroon tie with the 
initials WAWAWA emblazoned 

across it. Inevitably – and this, of 
course, was what Willie was waiting 
for – several people asked him how 
he had obtained the ‘personalised 
neckwear’. ‘Nae bother, ken,’ Wull 
replied. ‘I chatted to a rep from the 
coach company, Wallace Arnold, 
and I copped for one of their ties. 
C’way the Hearts.’
 Back in Caol at the start of the 
shinty season, Duncan Shearer was 
good crack. First of all he reminisced 
about playing football as a Glenkingie 
Street youngster. ‘We were on the 
green kicking a ball about,’ said he. 
‘And it went over  the high fence into 
Hugh Dan MacLennan’s auntie’s 
garden. Seconds later three shinty 
sticks were thrown back from the 
other side! And they kept the foot-
ball!’ � en Duncan remarked   as 
to how, making his way to the Fort 
from Aberdeen, he was amazed to 
� nd that the journey from Spean 
Bridge   to Caol was completed in 
just 10 minutes. ‘When I played 
shinty, and we had a game at Spean,’ 
Duncan recalled. ‘It sometimes took 
us � ve hours to get back  home a� er 
the match!’
 Ian and Jackie Latto made page four 
of � e Sun on Monday. Rangers die-
hards, they had borrowed son Jason’s 
van to be on parade at the Copland 
Road end on Saturday, to harvest lots 
of rolls of the green, green grass of 
Ibrox. � ese were being turfed out 
to make way for the laying of the 
new pitch. You see, the Lattos have a 
mini Ibrox Park at Roy Bridge, and 
are currently experimenting with 
ways in which they can turn the turf 
into blue grass! Meantime, Ian and 
Jackie might like to know that, in 
1967, when Scotland beat England 
to become champions of the world, 
I was one of the so-called ‘vandals’ 
who invaded the pitch to carry o�  
lumps of the hallowed Wembley turf. 
I took the clods home in carrier bags, 
transplanted them – and painted 
them maroon. And a lot of good that 
did...!
 Shades of the post-war Viewforth 
Gang versus Alma Road and 

Lundavra at the Town Park. Last 
week saw the grand INDOOR 
challenge football match between a 
combined Royal Bank  and Corpach 
Shopkeepers side versus Safeways 
at the An Aird Multi-Purpose Hall. 
It was fought out with anoraks for 
goalposts. In our day we didn’t have 
goalposts either. Nor anoraks, come 
to think of it.
 Aye, well, that’s me got the car 
parked (I’m not telling you where). 
So let’s drive right in at the deep 
end. � e long-su� ering Lochaber 
motorists won’t need to be told that 
the levying of parking charges for 
the facilities provided by Highland 
Region – primarily to woo the 
tourists – came back into force on 
Mayday. Two hours maximum stay 
in Viewforth, for example, costs 
you 40 pence.  Two hours and a few 
minutes could turn that into £20.40 
if you don’t display a valid ticket. No 
wonder Viewforth resembles a desert 
these mornings.
 A Yank barged his way to the front 
of the queue in Fort William Tourist 
Centre. ‘Say, I only have one ques-
tion.  Is this town called Nevisport?’ 
His o�  eat query was followed in 
rapid succession by enquiries from 
several of those whom he had queue 
gazumped. ‘When does the bubble 
car go up Ben Nevis?’ and ‘Where 
do we book for the steam train to 
Malaga?’ was another. Honest.
 Margaret Tra�  c Warden must be 
the only woman in Scotland who is 
still darning her husband’s cotton 
socks. Aye, AA man Gordon’s socks 
get the full treatment and MOT 
service when their treads are wear-
ing a bit thin. But Margaret’s now 
having a moan that her needlework 
is being hampered due to the lack of 
a darning mushroom which she can’t 
obtain locally for love nor money. 
So, if I’m right, and Margaret is the 
last housewife in the land who gives 
a darn, then I’m sure there must be 
a few redundant mushrooms out 
there, which could be handed over 
to Margaret on patrol in the High 
Street.

When Kate and Ronald Stewart 
celebrated their golden wedding 
recently, they told friends and 
family not to give them any 
presents, but instead make a 
donation to charity – which they 
did with great generosity.

As Donald is a member of 
Multiple Scleroris Lochaber, the 
couple gave the £1,165 raised to 
the charity, with Jim Lee, right, 
and other members accepting the 
cheque at a lunch and meeting in 
Ben Nevis Woollen Mill.

Lochaber couple celebrate 
anniversary with donation

BSW apprentices build pagoda 
for Banavie youngsters

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

As part of Scottish Apprenticeship Week 2019, BSW Timber put 
a smile on some young faces at Banavie Primary School when 
apprentices from their Corpach headquarters donated time to 
build a pagoda for the pupils. Photograph: Abrightside Photography
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Lochaber curlers 
hammer home 
victory at Braehead

CURLING

John Ferguson, Gavin Reid, Gerald MacIntyre and 
skipper David Mee are presented with the cup by 
Catriona O’Keefe of Glenorchy.

Lochaber Curling Club last week snatched the prestig-
ious Strathcona Cup away from holders Oban.
 Teams from Oban, Glenorchy and Lochaber curling 
clubs took part in the annual competition at Braehead 
Curling Club, Glasgow.
 This magni�cent trophy has been competed for by 
curling clubs in North Argyll and Lochaber since it was 
presented by Lord Strathcona in the early 1900s and, 
as usual, the games involving these three clubs were 
keenly contested.
 Games were played on a round robin basis, with each 
game consisting of �ve ends.
 In the �rst game, Oban, holders for the past three 
years, drew with Lochaber 3-3 and then beat Glenorchy 
5-4.
 The �nal game between Lochaber and Glenorchy 
resulted in Lochaber winning 6-3.
 As Oban and Lochaber had both won one game and 
drawn the other, the destiny of the cup was decided in 
shots di�erence and as Lochaber had a greater shots 
di�erence in their two games, they pipped Oban to the 
trophy.
 The winning team of John Ferguson, Gavin Reid, 
Gerald MacIntyre and skipper David Mee were present-
ed with the cup by Catriona O’Keefe of Glenorchy.
 Oban: skipper David Howie, Fraser Inglis, Graham Innes 
and Walter Speirs.
 Glenorchy: skipper Ian Provan, Iain Wragg, Martin 
O’Keefe and Catriona O’Keefe.

Fort William Golf Club’s lotto numbers last week were 9, 
10 and 19. �ere was no winner so the jackpot for the draw 
today, �ursday March 21, will be £200.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers last week 
were 6, 9 and 19. �ere were no winners, so this week's 
jackpot is £800.

Caol Community Centre bingo club’s lotto numbers 
were 5, 12 and 17. �ere was one winner, T McCormack. 
Next week’s jackpot will be £100.

�e numbers in Lochaber Camanachd Club’s lottery on 
Tuesday March 12 were 8, 12 and 13. �ere was no winner 
so the jackpot for Tuesday March 19 was £1,200.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 8, 
14 and 20. �ere were no winners so next week’s jackpot 
will be £300.

Report by Lochaber High 
School pupil Jamie Wegner.
Lochaber High School’s 
senior basketball team beat 
Mallaig High School 112-9 in 
a friendly match on Monday 
February 11.

�e home team raced into a 
33-0 point lead a�er the �rst 
quarter, with Alan Hamilton 
leading the individual scor-
ing on 12 points. 

Mallaig were unable to 
match the relentlessness of 
Lochaber’s zonal defence 
throughout the contest, with 
Mallaig’s weak defence con-
stantly exposed on the fast 
break.

Lochaber stretched their 

lead to 46 points at half time, 
with the score 53-7, a�er 
Lochaber changed their line-
up leading to a much closer 
second quarter. 

Even though Mallaig 
scored a couple of excellent 
three-pointers against the 
run of play to reduce the 
scoreline, they were chasing 
an unassailable lead. 

It got worse for Mallaig as 
Lochaber continued to domi-
nate, ending the third quarter 
with an 84-9 lead, scoring 31 
points. 

As the Mallaig legs started 
to tire in the fourth quarter, 
they conceded 28 without re-
ply to complete this dominant 

Ruthless Lochaber 
score 103-point 
victory over Mallaig

performance.  Alan Hamilton 
led on points, with 29, fol-
lowed by Lachie Shaw on 26. 
A�er the game, Lochaber 
player Johnny Foster said: 
‘We’re delighted with the win 

and it was good to experiment 
with the squad.’ Shooting 
guard Jack Hamilton added: 
‘Before the game, I was con�-
dent in our team’s ability and 
we proved it on the court.’

Lochaber Athletic Club’s 
annual winter league �nished 
with a prize-giving and cei-
lidh on Saturday night.

Athletes gathered at the 
Alexandra Hotel for a night 
of celebration to re�ect on 
another stellar season of hill 
running which saw runners 
take part in 11 races over four 
months.

�e club did not have a day 
o� from competition, howev-
er, as the adults and juniors 
still had one last race to run. 
Both of the �nal prize-giving 
races started at the North 
Face car park, where a trophy 
presentation was made a�er-
wards. Once the day’s racing 
was over, the club shi�ed 
attention to the evening’s 
end-of-season ceilidh.

Some of the Lochaber Athletic Club prizewinners who attended the annual awards ceremony and ceilidh in the Alexan-
dra Hotel last weekend. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. NO F12 LAC prizegiving

Lochaber Athletic Club juniors after the �nal prize-giving 
race of the season. 

Prize-giving races bring athletic 
club’s winter league to a close

A�er 11 rounds of racing, 
league organisers had the 
unenviable task of totting up 
the points to determine the 

winners. Isla MacKay was 
crowned female league cham-
pion, with Lisette Walter and 
Keri Wallace �nishing close 

behind in the table. Karen 
Lyons won the female veteran 
40 title, while Helen Leggett 
took top spot in the female 
veteran 50 category.

In a close contest, Esmond 
Tresidder came out on top in 
the male category to win the 
league. John Yells was a close 
second, while Javier Cabrera 
Valdes rounded o� the top 
three. Ryan MacKenzie took 
top spot in the male veteran 
40 category, Manny Gorman 
won the male veteran 50 
league and Don Reid came 
out on top in the male veteran 
60 category.

Junior overall winter league 
results:

Girls U11: 1 Maddison 
Macmillan, 105; 2 Ishbel 
Arlie-Gilbert, 75; 3 Eilidh 
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Lochaber runners had a 
successful day at the North of 
Scotland Schools Association 
Primary Schools Cross 
Country Championship on 
Saturday.

Spean Bridge Primary 
School came � rst in the small 
schools boys’ team section 
at the event in Grant Park, 
Forres.

Twenty-seven primary 
schools were represented with 
90 entrants for the boys and 
78 for the girls. 

� e 2km course around 
Grant Park was di� erent to 
the training ground for the 
Lochaber runners, however, 
against a very competitive 
� eld the boys’ team won the 
championship for schools 
with a role of under 150.

In the boys’ race, Sorley 
Swabey came second, Ross 
Loughray � nished ninth and 
Duncan MacDonald was 

A� er the � nal week of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
ten-pin bowling leagues 
at the Nevis Centre, Fort 
William, Alleycats are 
champions of the scratch 
division with 82 points.

� e Empire move into 
second place a� er the � nal 
week a� er beating previous 
second-placed team Council 
5-0. � e Empire � nished 
with 72 points, with Council 
slipping to third place with 
68 points.

� e Empire are the 
champions of the handicap 
division with 70 points 
followed by Alleycats on 66 
points with Council in third 
place with 56 points.

� e individual season 
high scratch game was 
tied with both Pam Weller, 
Alleycats, and Iain Gregor, 
British Legion Fort William, 

Alleycats and Empire win Lochaber Building 
Supplies league titles at Nevis Centre

Some of the Lochaber runners, including the winning 
Spean Bridge boys’ team, who took part in Saturday’s 
North of Scotland Schools Championships. 

Spean Bridge 
take team title

Lochaber High School’s 
basketball team. 

New Fort William Football Club sponsor Gordon 
George, of Gordon George Construction Services 
Limited, presented strips to manager Russell MacMor-
ran at the weekend. 

The Fort William-based company has committed to 
supporting the club for the next two years. Russell 
welcomed the company’s support saying: ‘It’s 
fantastic to get a good local sponsor. It’s great to have 
him on board and to have him support us for  the next 
two years.’ Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Runners set o�  on the � nal junior race of the season. 

Lander, 68. Boys U11: 1 Aaron 
Tressider, 95; 2 Kai Tressider, 
64.

Girls U13: 1 Mya 
Carmichael, 105; 2 Lucy 
Stephen, 80.

Boys U13: 1 Sorley Swabey, 
105; 2 Duncan Macdonald, 
90; 3 Sonny Ross, 75.

Boys U15: 1 Felix Deschenes, 
105.

� e � nal overall winter 
league table for the adults is 
yet to be � nalised.

� e club thanked Lochaber 
Embroidery and Printing for 
sponsoring the league this 
year and providing trophies, 
T-shirts, certi� cates and 
medals for junior runners 
and trophies and T-shirts for 
the adults.

22nd. It was a really close, 
hard race with Swabey just 
missing out on taking the 
win. However, with their 
combined score of 33, the 
Spean Bridge boys were over-
all winners.

In the girls’ race, Lila 
Berardelli, Chloe Reynolds 
and Kaedie-Lei Neville, along 
with Maddison MacMillan 
from Inverlochy Primary 
School, took part in Forres.

� e Spean Bridge girls also 
had a strong race with Lila 
Berardelli � nishing 35th 
and Chloe Reynolds in 51st. 
Maddison MacMillan also 
ran well,  � nishing in 44th.

It was a superb experience 
for the runners who were 
eligible for the race a� er win-
ning the Lochaber primaries 
inter-schools race last year.

CROSS COUNTRY

both rolling games of 210. 
Gaynor Weldon, British 
Legion Fort William, had 
the season high two-game 
scratch series with 357, Ron 
Gretton, Retrovators, had 
the season high handicap 
game of 269 and Karen Dean, 
Triple ‘B’, had the season 
high two-game handicap 
series with 479. � e season 
high team scores came from 
Alleycats with the top scratch 
game of 702 and the top 
two-game scratch series of 
1,317, whilst � e Empire had 
the top handicap game of 
903 and Triple ‘B’ had the top 
two-game handicap series 
of 1,679. � e top scratch 
averages over the season 
went to Brian Johnstone,  
Alleycats, with 161 followed 

by Pam Weller with 151 and 
Andrew Brown, � e Empire, 
with 149.

� is top individual scratch 
game the � nal week went to 
Margaret Boyd, Retrovators, 
with 197.  Ben Weller, � e 
Empire, had a 186 and Gus 
Fraser, Council, had a 171. 
Ben Weller also had the top 
two-game scratch series with 
344 whilst Margaret Boyd 
had the top handicap game 
of 263 and Carmel Beale, 
� e Dominoes, had the top 
two-game handicap series 
with 462.

� e top team scores in the 
� nal week came from � e 
Empire with the top scratch 
game of 642 and the top 
two-game scratch series of 
1,226 whilst Retrovators had 
the top handicap game of 
841 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 1,641.

New sponsor hands over strips

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 21, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, Shackles and buoys all 
available to purchase.

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 05.51 4.2 12.25 0.4 
 18.16 4.1  **.** *.*
Fri 00.26 0.1 06.29 4.3 
 13.04 0.3 18.51 4.1
Sat 01.09 0.1 07.05 4.2 
 13.42 0.4 19.27 4.0
Sun 01.51 0.2 07.41 4.0 
 14.19 0.6 20.02 3.8
Mon 02.32 0.5 08.16 3.7 
 14.58 0.9 20.39 3.6
Tues 03.14 0.8 08.51 3.4 
 15.39 1.2 21.15 3.3
Wed 03.59 1.2 09.30 3.1 
 16.29 1.5 22.02 3.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light rain and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
9°C to 11ºC.
Friday 
Light rain showers and
a gentle breeze
Temperatures 
6°C to 9ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light ain showers and
a fesh breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 9ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

19

9

8
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Turri�  United  12
Fort William 1

Highland League

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 59

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Spean Bridge
take team title

� e pavilion at Jubilee Park 
in Ballachulish was packed 
ahead of the club’s home 
match against Col Glen on 
Saturday, but the crowd was 
not just there to watch the 
South Division 1 encounter.

� ey were also there to 
mark the launch of a new 
book celebrating 125 years 
of Ballachulish Camanachd 
Club.

Having spent around 25 
years compiling articles, 
reports and photographs, 
Ian MacPhee was proud to 
� nally launch � e History 
of Ballachulish Camanachd 
Club - a four-volume book 
documenting the history of 
the club as reported by the 
press and media.

Mr MacPhee, a former 

Above, left to right: Iain Brown, Andy 
Thornton, Iain MacMillan, Ian Macphee, Archie 
Clark, Gavin Whyte, Phillip Maclean and David 
Macgregor at the book launch.  

Fort William Football Club 
fell to their ninth double-� g-
ure defeat in the Highland 
League this season as Turri�  
United ruthlessly dispatched 
their visitors on Saturday.

Six goals either side of half-
time consigned Fort William 
to another bruising defeat to 
leave them 15 points adri�  

125-year history of Ballachulish 
club celebrated in shinty book

Twelve-goal Turriff infl ict 
bruising defeat on Fort

at the foot of the table. Fort 
William manager Russell 
MacMorran could not hide 
his disappointment with 
the score, especially as he 
felt recent results had been 
improving.

It took Turri�  until 16 
minutes to open the scoring 
through Cammy Bowden. 

Fort William were quick 
to respond with Stephen 
McGhie coming  close to lev-
elling the scores, but his e� ort 
was tipped wide of the post. 

� e � ood gates then opened 
Fort William goal scorer 
Greg Millar. 

with Michael Ironside and 
Mike Ewen joining Bowden 
on the score sheet.

Fort William created a cou-
ple of chances but both were 
saved by the Turri�  keeper. 

Once again, United 
countered but their initial 
e� orts were denied by Callum 
Ligertwood. Eventually 
Angus Grant got his � rst of 
� ve goals for the a� ernoon at 
the end of the � rst half, leav-
ing the visitors with a six-goal 
de� cit. All was not lost in the 
� rst half, however, as new Fort 

William signing Greg Millar 
salvaged a goal for his side on 
the stroke of half-time to o� er 
some consolation. United 
started the second half well 
and continued to dominate 
play. A Grant brace, followed 
by another from Ewen to 
complete his hat-trick, meant 
Fort William were facing 
another double-� gure defeat 
a� er 55 minutes.

Grant � nally got the 10th in 
the 63rd minute before get-
ting his � � h goal � ve minutes 
later. Substitute Rory Brown 

rounded o�  the scoring with 
a strike in the 83rd minute.

MacMorran told the 
Lochaber Times a� er the 
match: ‘To have that score 
line is demoralising. � ey 
were good going forward. 
But if you can’t defend, you’re 
going to get punished.’

Looking ahead to this 
Saturday’s � xture against 
Keith, MacMorran said: 
‘Boys that weren’t available 
for Saturday are back for 
this Saturday’s game so there 
should be a more settled side.’

player and Ballachulish 
stalwart, who now lives in 
Lochgilphead, set out with 
a small collection of old 
photographs but before long, 
a� er trawling through � e 
Oban Times’ archives, he had 
collected enough material 
to � ll four volumes for an 
anniversary book – which he 
reckons has more words than 
Tolstoy’s War and Peace.

Despite the long hours and 
travel needed to complete the 
books, Mr MacPhee said the 
project was ‘a real labour of 
love’ and he hopes the book 
will inspire the younger gen-

eration in the village to keep 
playing shinty.

� e club thanked Mr 
MacPhee for the ‘countless 
hours’ he had spent compiling 
the volumes of the book and 
was delighted to host ‘such an 
incredible occasion’ to show 
o�  his hard work to the shinty 
world.

To keep up with the de-
mand, the club is having to 
do a reprint a� er 50 copies 
of the book � ew out of the 
clubhouse on Saturday.

Anyone who would like to 
buy the books should contact 
the club directly.

Left: Ian Macphee 
with one of his books. 
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.

photos.

Former player hopes ‘labour of 
love’ will inspire youngsters 


	027EO2103TTA

