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Heartless 
thieves lift 
charity box
Heartless thieves who broke 
into Highland Fasteners this 
week not only took a number 
of power tools but could not 
resist the lure of a charity box.

� e Stevenson Street 
hardware store was broken 
into between 5pm on Saturday 
and 7am on Monday.

Culprits used a ladder found 
at the back of the building and 
gained access by smashing 
their way in.

Manager Alastair Stevenson 
said there had been little 
damage but that a quantity of 
valuable power tools had been 
taken.

‘� e worst part of it was 
that they took the Dove 
Centre charity box as well,’ he 
added. ‘� ese people really 
are the lowest of the low. You 
couldn’t publish what I really 
think of them.’

Highland Fasteners 
reopened for business at 2pm 
on Tuesday a� er crime scene 
o�  cers from Glasgow had 
inspected the scene.

Police are investigating 
and are appealing for anyone 
having been o� ered power 
tools to contact Oban CID at 
Oban via 101 or anonymously 
to Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111.Continued on page eight

Budget will see council 
tax rise by 4.79 per cent
Di�  cult decisions will 
be made today (� ursday 
February 21) when Argyll and 
Bute Council meets to � nalise 
its annual budget.

� e council has already 
revealed that it will be in-
creasing council tax by 4.79 
per cent.

A statement was issued 
on Tuesday by its leader, 
Councillor Aileen Morton, 
and deputy leader, Councillor 
Gary Mulvaney.

Mr Mulvaney said: ‘Faced 
with a choice between slash-
ing a vital service like social 
care or increasing council 
tax, we’ve decided to go 
along with SNP guidance and 
increase council tax by 4.79 
per cent.’

� e council has a £7.9 mil-
lion budget gap and a number 
of services are under scrutiny.

� is includes youth and 
adult services, which  stands 
to lose 17.1 full-time equiva-
lent positions, which equates 
to 57 per cent of the current 
Argyll and Bute team, in a bid 
to save £330,000.

However, pupils at Oban 
High School, Campbeltown 
Grammar School and 
Hermitage Acadamy in 
Helensburgh are not happy 
about the proposed cuts and 
plan to protest.

� ey were scheduled to walk 
out at 11.05am on Wednesday 
February 20 for up to 30 
minutes.

On behalf of the Oban 
pupils, Dante Lopez said: 
‘In   this budget, the council 
is proposing to cut the youth 
services budget massively.

‘� is means that it will no 
longer be able to provide the 
same quality of services and 
events that have had such 
a positive impact on young 
people in Argyll.’

Councillor for Oban South 
and the Isles and deputy 
provost Roddy McCuish said: 
‘It is unfortunate we have to 
look at youth services along 
with everything else in this 
budget.

‘We are at the stage now 
where there are extremely 
di�  cult choices to be made. 
Although some services are 
up for cuts, it could be an 

Hundreds of pupils at Oban High School downed tools yesterday and protested against 
the proposed cuts that will take place at today’s Argyll and Bute Council budget vote. 
Students at Campbeltown Grammar School and Hermitage Acadamy in Helensburgh 
also hosted protests in a bid to stop cuts to youth and adult services. The service stands 
to lose 17.1 full-time equivalent positions, which equates to 57 per cent of the Argyll and 
Bute team. The protest started at 11am on Wednesday and lasted 20 minutes.

Oban pupils campaign against cuts

IT’S BACK!
and open for entries

See page 31 for full details 
on how to enter and you could be 
in with a chance of winning £500
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Appeal decision allows 
demolition of house
An application to demolish 
a tin home near Taynuilt has 
been accepted, despite Argyll 
and Bute Council originally 
rejecting the request.

� e council says it accepts the 
decision made by the Scottish 
Government’s Planning and 
Environmental Appeals 
Division on Valentine’s day.

However, tenant Nick 
Charlton has said if the dem-
olition goes ahead he will lose 
his home and business.

Mr Charlton lives in Barr 
Bheag and runs a bike hire and 
repair shop from an adjacent 
tin hut.

� e case has been ongoing 
since November 2017, when 
landlord, the  Josephine 
Marshall Trust, submitted an 
application to knock down the 
property.

Mr Charlton described it as a 
‘tactic’: ‘You go to the planners, 

Nick Charlton and partner Claire de Mortimer at home at 
Barr Bheag.

get a decision, then you take 
the permission and you present 
it as approval or support in 
courts.

‘If we got a refusal of plan-
ning permission, it would have 
stopped the eviction case in its 
tracks.

‘� e reality is, it is a building 
block in the landlord’s case 

against us in the eviction. But it 
does not a� ect our case, we are 
arguing while there is a repair 
standing order in place, [the 
trust] does not have the right to 
demolish the house. � e whole 
thing is stressful but I think it is 
important to have these things 
out in the open.’

He said he was grateful 

for support he had received. 
Between the two applications 
there were more than 400 
objections.

Mike Shiel, for the Scottish 
Government’s Planning and 
Environmental Appeals 
Division, said in his decision 
� ndings that Barr Bheag was 
‘of no signi� cant architectural 
interest or distinction’ and that 
its demolition would have ‘no 
adverse impact on the overall 
character of the local area’.

He also found that putting 
up a new house with modern 
construction and insulation 
may well have a lower carbon 
footprint than repairing the 
existing one.

� e implication that Mr 
Charlton might become 
homeless and not be able to 
run his business had generated 
controversy, with Mr Shiel 
adding: ‘Some 130 email objec-
tions have been lodged, all with 
a similar wording, and most 
from people living a considera-

ble distance from the site.’ 
However, he said Mr 

Charlton’s rights as a tenant 
were not for him to consider 
and said proceedings were 
pending regarding the land-
lord’s attempt to possess the 
house were ‘an entirely separate 
matter’, as was the situation 
over Mr Charlton’s business.

‘Granting planning permis-
sion for the demolition of the 
house does not override any 
decision made by the courts.

‘It is therefore conceivable 
that, even if planning permis-
sion were to be granted, the 
appellant would be unable to 
implement it because of other 
legal requirements.

‘� e landlord would still need 
to obtain possession of the 
house, which would be a mat-
ter for the courts to decide. If 
the tenant were to be rendered 
homeless as a result, the coun-
cil as housing authority may 
have obligations to address that 
fact,’ said Mr Shiel.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

McCaig’s Tower changes colour for Care Day 
McCaig’s tower shone purple 
over Oban last week in 
celebration of Care Day 2019, 
writes Sam Ormiston.

� e tower changed colour 
from Monday to Friday to 
mark the event, which took 
place on Friday February 15.

Care Day celebrates the 
lives and contributions of 
care-experienced people 
from all over the world.

� e illumination of 
McCaig’s tower was praised 
by Who Cares? Scotland’s 
chief executive Duncan 
Dunlop. He said: ‘We know 
that our members across the 
entire authority area will feel 
more accepted as a result of 
this.’

Who Cares? Scotland 

worker Heather Nailard 
said: ‘People across Argyll 
and Bute have been working 
to recognise and support 
care-experienced people. We 
do this through listening to 
them, amplifying their voice 
and making sure they are a 
valued part of the commu-
nity. We want care-experi-
enced people to feel free to be 
themselves.’

Care Day � rst took place in 
2015, and is now the world’s 
largest celebration of young 
people with care experience, 
from those in foster care to 
those who live at home but 
receive external support 
from social workers.

Chief executive of Argyll 
and Bute Council Cleland 

Sneddon said: ‘� e image of 
the tower acts as a beacon for 
all care-experienced young 
people in Argyll and Bute to 
know that we value them.’

He said the council would  
continue to provide support 
for care-experienced young 
people so they can ful� l their 
potential in life.

A survey published last year 
by the Life Changes Trust re-
vealed almost half of Scottish 
people think that children 
end up in care ‘because their 
parents can’t cope with their 
child’s behaviour’.

However, a number of 
factors, including unemploy-
ment, poverty and housing 
have an impact on young 
people ending up in care.

Rumours that the Easdale bus 
service is being scrapped have 
been quashed.

West Coast Motors said there 
will be ‘no change’, despite 
rumours it would stop next 
month.

Chairwoman of Seil 
and Easdale Community 
Council Julie Ferris said: ‘� e 
Easdale bus is very important 
for residents, visitors and 
business, and there is no 
suggestion it will cease in 
March of this year.

‘� ere is an issue in that 
West Coast Motors has said 
it cannot reverse the service 
bus at Ellenabeich for reasons 
of safety, and it is therefore 
necessary to � nd a way for the 
bus to turn.

‘� e community council is 
grateful to the owners of the 
former Highland Arts site who 
have been accommodating this 
on a six-month rolling basis 
– an arrangement currently in 
place until the end of March. 
� ere is no suggestion that this 
will not continue. However, a 
long-term solution is clearly 
needed and all parties are 
working to this end.’

‘No change’ 
to Easdale 
bus service
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POLICE
FILES
� Between 2pm on Sunday 
February 3 and 2pm on 
Sunday February 10, 
Badnaisla House, near to 
St Conan’s Kirk in Lochawe 
village, was broken into and 
some disco lights stolen.
� Between 5pm on Friday 
February 8 and 9am on 
Monday February 11, an 
advertising sign and chains 
were stolen from outside 
the premises of MacPhee 
and Partners, George Street, 
Oban.
� Between 5pm on Tuesday 
February 12 and 8am on 
Wednesday February 13 at 
Moss� eld Drive, Oban, a 
blue Ford Transit van was 
broken into and two Stanley 
tool bags containing tools 
were stolen.
� About 4pm on Thursday 
February 14, a 49-year-old 
man was traced by police 
after being seen driving his 
vehicle on Albany Street, 
Oban. 
The man provided a breath 
test, was arrested and subse-
quently a blood sample was 
taken for analysis.
� About 7.15pm on Thursday 
February 14, on Ardmor 
Road, Salen, Isle of Mull, a 
car was stopped and the 
50-year-old driver was 
arrested for allegedly driving 
while under the in� uence of 
alcohol. 
The man was charged with 
the o� ence and a report 
has been submitted to the 
procurator � scal.
� About 9.20pm on February 
16, a disturbance on board 
the Glasgow to Oban train 
was reported to British 
Transport Police. 
A man was understood to 
have been assaulted after 
leaving the train at Oban 
and a 17-year-old male was 
later traced and charged in 
relation to the assault and 
is the subject of a recorded 
police warning.
� About 6.45am on February 
17 a man was a seriously 
assaulted and his vehicle 
damaged by a man in 
Sinclair Drive and Stevenson 
Street, Oban. 
This was a violent and 
unprovoked attack which 
was witnessed by pas-
sers-by. A 25-year-old male 
was traced by o�  cers and 
charged in relation to these 
o� ences and assaulting a 
police o�  cer.
� During daytime hours of 
February 16, a number of 
electrical items were stolen 
from an insecure house in 
the Glengallan area of Oban. 
� If anyone has information 
in relation to any incident, 
they can contact police on 
number 101, or anonymous-
ly on 0800 555 111.

Properties damaged 
by water main burst
Scottish Water has apolo-
gised to residents in Lonan 
Drive who were a� ected by 
a burst water pipe on Sunday 
February 17.

One  householder was le�  
with a huge hole in their gar-
den that workmen had to dig 
in order to access the main.

� is was not the � rst time 
the pipe had burst. Something 
similar occurred in 2014, 
which le�  the street ‘looking 
like a river’.

Speaking to � e Oban Times, 
Lonan Drive resident Colin 
Cooper said: ‘Unfortunately, 
and not for the � rst time,  I 
woke to � nd that a torrent 
of water had erupted from a 
signi� cant mains water supply 
pipe.

‘It was inevitable that the 
� ood of water would engulf 
several properties on its way 
and of course pool at the lowest 

A resident was left with a huge hole in their garden that 
workmen had to dig in order to access the main.

point. My immediate concern 
was for my mother’s safety.’

However, the photographer 
added: ‘Scottish Water and 

Police Scotland responded 
quickly to ensure people were 
safe and secure in their homes.’

Mr Cooper said the previous 

time this occurred, it  caused 
major damage to  properties, as 
well as the road and pavement.

‘It’s hoped that the inevitable 
damage will not be as bad this 
time around,’ he added. ‘� e 
extent of reparation required 
is not known. It’s apparent 
that the driveway is now com-
promised underneath with 
monoblocking giving way.

‘� e force and quantity of 
water had displaced several 
railway sleepers. I hate to think 
what now lies underneath the 
house and the damage that 
has hit the shed and contents. 
It was de� nitely a bigger burst 
with more water destruction.’

Mr Cooper highlighted the 
damage done to his neigh-
bour’s property.

‘� ey have had to create a 
chasm to reach pipework, 
which workmen, the property 
owners and their visitors have 
to negotiate carefully for the 
time being.’

On both occasions that the 

water main burst, a stack 
of bottled water was le�  at 
McCaig’s Tower car park, and 
residents took it upon them-
selves to deliver bottles to those 
less able.

A Scottish Water spokesper-
son said: ‘Engineers carried 
out a repair on a 12-inch water 
main which burst in Lonan 
Drive, Oban, yesterday.

‘� e burst was quickly iso-
lated and water was brought in 
from elsewhere on our network 
to ensure interruption to 
supply was kept to a minimum.

‘We apologise to any cus-
tomers who were a� ected and 
thank them for their patience 
and understanding. Scottish 
Water has been reviewing 
options for future investment 
on its water network in the area 
where the burst occurred. We 
will inform the local commu-
nity of our plans as soon as we 
are in the position to do so and 
will keep them updated as the 
work progresses.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

by water main burst

Sta�  shortages and 
weather hit Royal Mail
Weather issues and a shortage 
of sta�  in the Royal Mail’s 
Oban o�  ce have impacted 
deliveries in the town.

� e company told � e Oban 
Times there are a number of 
vacancies in the o�  ce but it is 
working to � ll them.

An Oban resident raised the 
issue with � e Oban Times 
over the festive period a� er a 
number of letters arrived late, 
which they said  resulted in 
missed hospital appointments.

Royal Mail apologised in 
December and put it down to 
unusually high levels of sick 
absence.

� e resident got in touch 
again last week to say things 
have not improved.

A Royal Mail spokesperson 
said: ‘Unfortunately, we are 

still experiencing a high level of 
vacancies with the Oban deliv-
ery o�  ce, but we are recruiting 
to � ll these posts.

‘Weather issues have also 
impacted on our service re-
cently and we are sorry if any 
of our customers have been 
a� ected by these issues. In the 
past month, the o�  ce has been 
clear of mail every day.

‘In the past month only one 
customer has come in to pick 
up mail. � is customer has 
already asked for mail to be 
held for them.

‘It is vitally important that if 
any customer has issues with 
their deliveries, they contact 
our customer services on 
03457 740 740 or at @royal-
mail, so that the matter can be 
investigated.’

Drivers face disruption on A828
Motorists using the A828 face 
disruption and delays as a 
result of roadworks between 
Barcaldine and Keil.

� e project will a� ect four 
key locations on the route.

� e A828 at Keil will close 
for two nights on Sunday 
February 24, from 7pm to 
6am. � e stretch at Creagan 
roundabout will close for 
three nights from Tuesday 

February 26, also from 7pm to 
6am. And over the same tim-
ings, the A828 at Barcaldine 
will close for two nights on 
February 26. � ere will also be 
disruptions at Appin House, 
from Wednesday March 6 for 
three days. � e road  will be 
operating under a 10mph con-
voy system, which will operate 
from 7am till 7pm. However, 
the road will not close.
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Parking permits get positive reaction
Councillors have welcomed 
plans to introduce weekly 
and monthly parking per-
mits in Argyll and Bute.

� e changes were dis-
cussed at last week’s meeting 
of the council’s policy and 
resources committee.

Currently permits lasting 
for a year, or nine, six or 
three months, are made 
available in the area.

It is proposed that the 
addition of permits lasting 
one month or one week will 
be piloted in Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles for a year before 
being rolled out across the 
entire council area.

� e proposals, which also 
include the ability to pay by 

direct debit, will now go be-
fore a full meeting of Argyll 
and Bute Council today 
(� ursday February 21).

Oban North and Lorn 
Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said: ‘I really welcome this 
paper.

‘� e ability to pay weekly 
and monthly � ts in for peo-
ple who are visiting the area.

‘Paying by direct debit will 
also make it much easier and 
I have already had positive 
feedback on this proposal 
from tourism bodies in the 
town.’

Pippa Milne, the council’s 
executive director for devel-
opment and infrastructure, 
said: ‘It is a good point. 

Drivers currently have 
the opportunity to pay by 
mobile phone or app with a 
scheme we currently operate 
called PaySmarti, which is 
available for daily charges.

‘It is something which we 
hope will get more uptake in 
the future.’

Ms Milne added: ‘� ese 
are being based on feedback 
we have had from commit-
tees and visitors on parking 
arrangements.

‘Most of these have come 
from the Oban area, where 
it was suggested we pilot the 
scheme. Should these plans 
be approved, they will be 
considered by the council as 
part of the budget process.’

Woman stole from 
her elderly mother
A woman who embezzled 
thousands of pounds from her 
adoptive mother rather than 
pay the dementia su� erer’s 
care home costs was described 
as ‘a total moral bankrupt’.

Alison Macdonald  had ad-
mitted embezzling the cash at 
various locations in Inverness, 
Alness and Oban while hav-
ing power of attorney (PoA) 
for Mrs Margaret Mackinnon.

But although 56-year-
old  Alison  Macdonald  was 
ordered by a sheri�  to repay 
£4,000, the money is expected 
to be returned to her as she and 
her family are bene� ciaries of 
the late 89-year-old Margaret 
Mackinnon’s will.

Macdonald escaped a jail 
sentence but was ordered 
to carry out 260 hours of 
unpaid community work by 
Sheri�  Gordon Fleetwood at 
Inverness Sheri�  Court on 
Friday February 15.

He told her: ‘It was di�  cult 
to reach a view on the appro-

priate sentence – the di�  culty 
being separating the level of 
criminality from your total 
moral bankruptcy.

‘Any recovery of the money 
would go to her mother’s estate 
and then go to the family so a 
compensation order would be 
circular. Frankly, it leaves me 
appalled that you took your 
mother’s money rather than 
pay her care home costs.’

Sentence had been de-
ferred on Macdonald, of 
Stewart Court, Culloden, 
near Inverness, last month for 
a background report.

� e court had been told that 
Mrs Mackinnon’s money was 

spent on Macdonald’s bills, 
restaurants and shopping, as 
well as helping her daughter’s 
debts, over a 19-month period.

Sheri�  Gordon Fleetwood 
heard that  Macdonald  had 
been appointed PoA in July 
2010 for her elderly mother’s 
a� airs before she was taken 
into the Eadar Glinn care 
home in Oban in December 
that year.

� e court heard an inves-
tigation was launched when 
Macdonald avoided paying 
the care home bills.

In February 2012,  Mac-
donald’s power of attorney 
was revoked at  Oban Sheri�  
Court  a� er the O�  ce of the 
Public Guardian launched 
an inquiry. A solicitor was 
appointed to administer Mrs 
Mackinnon’s � nances until 
she died in February 2014.

During the 19-month 
period,  Macdonald  had been 
making regular cash with-
drawals of £200, transferring 

large sums into her own 
account, as well as paying for 
goods and services.

In April 2013, Macdonald 
was declared bankrupt but 
was discharged a year later.

A� er a police inquiry, 
Macdonald  was charged. She 
told police: ‘Before I knew, the 
money had gone. � ere should 
still be £10,000 there of my 
mother’s money.’

Her solicitor advocate 
Shahid Latif said: ‘� e o� enc-
es were committed during 
a period where there was a 
slow fuse disintegration of her 
personal circumstances.

‘She didn’t properly un-
derstand the demands that 
would be imposed upon her, 
plus there were a number of 
personal tragedies in her life.’

Mr Latif said  Macdonald’s 
father had died, her son was 
ill and her daughter was in � -
nancial trouble. ‘� e majority 
of the money was spent not on 
herself but on others.’

Argyll and Bute Council 
deputy leader rapped
� e deputy leader of Argyll 
and Bute Council has been 
censured for contravening 
two elements of the code of 
conduct for councillors.

Helensburgh councillor 
Gary Mulvaney was subject 
to a hearing last month in 
relation to the introduction 
of new parking restrictions 
near a sheltered housing de-
velopment run by Dunbritton 
Housing Association in 
Cardross.

� e Standards Commission 
for Scotland found that 
Councillor Mulvaney – who is 
still a member of Dunbritton’s 
board – had failed to declare 
an interest when the parking 
limits issue was discussed by 
the council’s Helensburgh 
and Lomond area committee 
in December 2017.

A report by the 
Commissioner for Ethical 
Standards in Public Life in 
Scotland (ESC) prompted a 
hearing held in Helensburgh 
on January 18.

� e hearing panel decided 
to censure Councillor 
Mulvaney, although the panel 
also noted his long service to 

public life as a councillor and 
were satis� ed he had made no 
personal gain.

� e panel’s report will be 
put before a full council meet-
ing on � ursday, February 21.

Councillor Mulvaney said: 
‘In practical terms, this was 
an issue whether the council 
put double yellow lines in a 
layby, which is adjacent to a 
small number of Dunbritton 
homes.

‘� e hearing panel accepted 
that the matter was clearly 
one of road safety and that I 
was trying to act in the over-
all public interest. 

‘� ey agreed that I had a 
� nely balanced judgement 
to make and that I was 
diligent in applying the code 
and acted in the proper 
manner.

‘However, in what was 
for them a � nely balanced 
decision, they considered that 
when faced with such a � ne 
judgement call, I should have 
erred on the side of caution 
and withdrawn. 

‘� at is something I accept 
and will be bear in mind in 
the future.’

Inverness Sheri�  Court.
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Easdale stone skimming documentary to air
� e Island of Easdale will 
take centre stage on the new 
BBC Scotland channel, which 
launches this weekend.

On Monday February 24, a 
documentary entitled Sink or 
Skim will give viewers across 
Scotland an insight into 
the World Stone Skimming 
Championships, which take 
place on the island every year.

� e renowned event sees 
hundreds of spectators and 
competitors from all over the 
world travel to Easdale.

With the coveted title of 
World Champion and the 
� rst Guinness World Record 
up for grabs, when the � lm 
was recorded in 2018, Sink or 
Swim delves deep into what it 
takes to be a top skimmer  in 
the biggest year in the history 
of the sport.

Branded as ‘a channel for 
modern Scotland’, the BBC 
Scotland channel will host a 
wide range of di� erent shows 
from dramas to documenta-
ries, and comedies to current 

a� airs. Other documentaries 
in the opening week include 
� lms on Asian weddings 
in Scotland, the freestyle 
dancing craze, and   Scottish 
vlogger Jamie Genevieve.

And viewers are in for a treat 
on Sunday with the channel’s 
launch. � e new channel is also 
good news for football fans. 
� e channel is to be the new 
home of SPFL Championship 
coverage, with Sportscene cov-
ering Morton v Falkirk game 
on Friday February 28.

There was keen competition at last year’s World Stone Skimming Championships.

Police probe 
sheep attacks 
as ewes die
A police investigation is 
under way a� er sheep were 
attacked in Oban, Mull and 
Lochgilphead.

A dog is believed to have 
attacked and killed � ve preg-
nant ewes in a � eld near Nant 
Drive, Oban. � e incident 
occurred sometime between 
4pm on February 11 and 4pm 
February 12.

Another dog is believed 
to have killed three sheep 
on Mull on February 13  in a 
� eld near to Mull Hospital at 
Craignure.

In Lochgilphead, police are 
investigating an incident on 
Wednesday February 6 at 
around 5pm, when a small 
dark Spaniel-type dog was 
seen to be chasing sheep 
in a � eld near to Dunadd 
Farm. � e dog was eventu-
ally caught by the person in 
charge and taken away in a 
vehicle.

Speaking to � e Oban 
Times, Robbie MacDougall, 
who owned the sheep killed 
on Mull, said: ‘I have never 
in my life seen anything like 
this. It is devastating. I have a 
cro�  and that was my stock. 
I don’t think I have seen, in 
real life, devastation like that. 
It was shocking.’

Of Mr MacDougall’s nine 
sheep, three were killed, three 
remain in a life-threatening 
condition, two are still miss-
ing and one is unharmed.

� e sheep were located 
at Scallastle Farm, where the 
council worker helps out.

Mr MacDougall said he 
spotted a sheep with its leg 
caught on the fence, which he 
believes happened as the ani-
mal tried to evade the attack.

A� er helping the hogg, 
he then spotted scattered 
wool  with bits of skin and 
� esh ‘as big as your hand’.

He then had to go back to 
work, but phoned the police 

and asked his daughter if she 
could locate the sheep.

‘� e three that are really 
badly injured will be lucky 
to survive,’ Mr MacDougall 
added.

‘� e dogs certainly know 
how to kill, taking them 
out by the throat and every 
[sheep] had chest wounds.

‘What I am concerned 
about now is if there are kids 
playing and one is dressed in 
a white top and a black hat 
and the dogs get in a frenzy. 
� ey could take the throat 
out of the kid.

‘� e annoying thing is the 
person knows their dogs have 
killed sheep. � ey would have 
come home dirty and full of 
blood. � ey were missing 
for a considerable amount of 
time.

‘Why don’t they come 
forward and be man enough 
to admit it? It is devastating. 
Hopefully, they will get 
caught.’

Sergeant Iain MacNicol 
from Lochgilphead Police 
Station said: ‘� ese incidents 
are particularly serious 
attacks and would have been 
extremely traumatic for 
the animals involved. Such 
incidents are also very emo-
tionally distressing for the 
farmers and witnesses.

‘Dog owners have a legal 
responsibility to keep their 

dogs under control at all 
times and dogs should be 
kept on a close lead when 
anywhere near livestock.

‘Dog owners can be prose-
cuted and � ned up to £1,000. 
Dog owners can also be held 
� nancially liable for damages 
done by their dog.’

O�  cers are investigating 
the incidents and are ap-
pealing for anyone with any 
information to contact them 
on 101 quoting the relevant 
Crime reference numbers. 
Alternatively Crimestoppers 
can be called anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.

When calling the police, 
quote the following incident 
numbers: Oban, LB00860219; 
Mull, LB00930219; 
Lochgilphead, LB00900219.

Andrew McCornick, pres-
ident of NFU Scotland, said: 
‘We are saddened to hear of 
yet another livestock worry-
ing attack.  Many people un-
derestimate the damage dogs 
can do to livestock, whether 
that is attacking them when 
being o�  a lead or causing 
them to contract dangerous 
diseases through their faeces. 
We need dog owners to take 
responsibility for controlling 
their dogs while out enjoying 
the countryside.

‘Livestock worrying contin-
ues to be a serious issue facing 
farmers and cro� ers.’

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll and Bute Labour calls for Brexit vote
Argyll and Bute Labour Party 
is calling for a public vote on 
Brexit, with one of the  op-
tions being to stay in the EU.

A party meeting, held in 
Inveraray last week, called 

for the Scottish Labour Party 
conference – to be held in 
Dundee next month – to back 
the move. Rob Bray, local 
party secretary, said: ‘� e 
Tory government has made 

a mess of these  negotiations, 
causing division and uncer-
tainty. Whatever happens in 
parliament, we need a public 
vote to allow the people to 
have their say.’

Five pregnant ewes died after being savaged between 
Nant Drive and Soroba, Oban. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn
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Tidy town helps to tidy the mind

My question from last week 
has been answered, I knew 
I’d seen it somewhere and 
I’m not just da� . 

Keep Oban Beautiful are 
having a spring clean at the 
end of March on the week-
end of March 30 and 31, and  
I would urge everyone who 
can, young and old, to get 
involved and take part even 
for an hour. 

We’re lucky enough to live 
in one of the most beautiful 
parts of the world and it’s up 
to us to help keep it that way.  

If you need more infor-
mation then have a look on 
the Keep Oban Beautiful 
Facebook page or for equip-
ment contact Claire Rizos 
on 01631 564954 or 07891 
543540.  

Hope Kitchen is also doing 
its bit for the town with the 
weekly beach cleans every 
Wednesday at 10.30am and 
volunteers welcome anyone 
who would like to take part 
– you can just turn up at the 
slip opposite Sta� ord Street, 
but don’t forget to wear 

something suitable on your 
feet, or if you would like to 
speak to anyone about it 
pop into Hope Kitchen on 
Soroba Road.

I know that I go on about 
making the town look better 
by litter picking and beach 
cleaning but the bene� ts 
aren’t only to the town, 
as I know from personal 
experience. 

It’s also a form of mindful-
ness for you. 

� e concentration and 
rhythm that you get into 
when you’re picking up 
takes your mind away from 
everything else and allows 
you to just relax and let your 
thoughts go.  Being in the 
fresh air, especially if you’re 
beside the sea (even if it’s 

raining), li� s your spirits as 
does being with like-mind-
ed people doing something 
positive for yourself and 
others.  

If you speak to anyone 
just a� er they’ve taken part 
in a tidy up of some form 
you’ll � nd them in good 
spirits and with a sense of 
satisfaction for a good job 
well done.  

I hope to see lots of 
people on the beach next 
Wednesday and at the Keep 
Oban Beautiful Spring 
Clean, it’s good for you and 
Oban.

� e photograph last week 
was of the Black Lynn 
coming into the bay and this 
week’s photo is nearby, you 
just need to look up.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban

editor@obantimes.co.uk

WHERE IS THIS?

Potholes plea for Islay’s deteriorating roads
Islay needs better road 
maintenance to put a stop to 
potholes, says island council-
lor Alastair Redman, writes 
Kathie Gri�  ths.

People living on the island 
desperately need better in-
frastructure and he says he is 
‘relentlessly’ lobbying Argyll 
and Bute Council to help get 
overdue resurfacing done and 
sort out potholes.

‘� ere is a real need to 
address the large number 
of potholes between Port 
Charlotte and Portnahaven, 
also the long overdue resur-
facing of the Claddach road is 
still needing to be done. � e 
constant � ooding of roads 

across Islay is rapidly acceler-
ating their deterioration.

‘Even in the areas that don’t 
� ood, the amount of heavy 
tra�  c on our roads means 

that pothole repairs only 
last a few weeks at best. We 
can see evidence of this on 
Mans� eld Road in Port Ellen 
and at the bottom of Main 
Street in Bowmore,’ he added.

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said: ‘� is year 
the council is investing more 
than £8million in capital 
improvements to our roads 
network, with £866,140 being 
spent on Islay and Jura. � is is 
in addition to the investment 
in day-to-day maintenance 
work, such as patching and 
� lling potholes. Complaints 
about road defects are 
dealt with and prioritised 
accordingly.’

Trust to take 
over Dunollie 
Wood
� e Woodland Trust 
Scotland has taken over 
management of Dunollie 
Wood, an 80-acre ancient 
woodland on the northern 
edge of Oban.

Woodland Trust Scotland 
(WTS) has been gi� ed the 
land from Dunollie Estate 
for a peppercorn rent over 
99 years from last week.

� e trust will manage 
woodland on and between 
the two hills, Barra Mor and 
Barr Cruinn. It is not taking 
on the open bracken areas 
on Barr Cruinn, the trees 
to the town side of the cycle 
route behind the Esplanade 
or woodland on the tenanted 
farm to the north.

� e current chief of the 
Clan MacDougall – Madam 
Morag MacDougall of 
MacDougall – said: ‘As a 
family we recognised the 
importance of the ancient 
native woodland to the whole 
area, and felt that it needed 
the expert management of 
the woodland trust to make 
sure that our precious woods 
will continue to be enhanced 
ecologically for the bene� t 
of both the wildlife within 
it, be it plant life, animals or 
birds, and therefore an asset 
to Oban and for the bene� t 
of future generations.’

� e WTS is holding a drop-
in session at the Corran 
Halls from 3pm to 7pm on 

May 9 to outline general 
plans and to hear people’s 
thoughts.  A more detailed 
management plan will be 
consulted on before the end 
of the year.

� ere will also be vol-
unteering opportunities 
to take part in woodland 
conservation and the WTS 
says it is aiming to use local 
contractors where possible.

� e WTS wants to improve 
the biodiversity and public 
access, and to eliminate 
invasive non-native spe-
cies. Dunollie Wood is home 
to small areas of Atlantic 
oak wood, hazel wood and 
birch, which supports a 
spectacular range of plants, 
ferns, mosses, lichens and 
� owers.

Dunollie will � t into a 
chain of Woodland Trust 

Scotland sites up and down 
the west coast – Uig on Skye, 
Loch Arkaig Pine Forest in 
Lochaber, Ben Shieldaig in 
Torridon (which the trust 
hopes to complete purchase 
on soon) and Crinan Wood 
in Argyll – showcasing 
Scotland’s rainforests.

Woodland Trust Scotland 
site manager Ross Watson 
said: ‘It is currently managed 
on a good maintenance ba-
sis. As a specialist woodland 
conservation charity, we 
have the skill and experience 
to manage it to its full poten-
tial for people and wildlife. 
We are grateful to the estate 
for this opportunity.’

� e Woodland Trust 
Scotland is part of the larg-
est woodland conservation 
charity in the UK with more 
than 500,000 supporters.

by Heather Graham
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Woodland Trust Scotland has been gifted the wood from 
Dunollie Estate for a token rent. 
Photograph: Graham Cameron

Councillor Alistair Redman 
is lobbying for road repairs.

Fashion changes,
but style endures

Black is
the new black
Choose a statement kitchen this season

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
           www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

Visit our showrooms and get inspired!
1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000

Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315
6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
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Lorn Show preparations are under way
Preparations are under way 
for this year’s Lorn Show, 
which will be held at the 
picturesque Keil Grazings, 
Tralee, Benderloch, on 
August 3.

� e judges for this year’s 
show are:
 Blackface and Young 

Farmers Classes – Bill 
Graham, Craigdarroch 
Farm, Sanquhar.
 Cross Sheep – John 

Graham, Mains of Burnbank, 
Blair Drummond.
 Highland Cattle – Jimmy 

Laing, Invergordon.

 Pure and Cross 
Cattle – James Graham, 
Mains of Burnbank, Blair 
Drummond.
 Dogs – Margaret Lister, 

Achnamara, Lochgilphead.
 Poultry – Emma 

MacDougall, Tobermory.
 Horticultural – Ronald 

MacKillop, Oban.
 Home Baking – Fiona 

Jackson, Oban.
 Handicra� s – Marina 

Curran-Colthart, Appin.
 Umpire – Hamish 

McNicol, Turnault Farm, 
Ardfern. 

� e schedule for the home 
industries and horticul-
tural event is on the show’s 
Facebook page or is available 
by emailing musdale@btint-
ernet.com. 

� is section is open to 
anyone.

If anyone would like to 
help the organisers on the 
week leading up to, and the 
day of the show, they would 
be delighted to hear from 
them and they would be 
made most welcome. 

Please contact the secre-
tary on the above email.

Young carers in the region have been get-
ting some well-earned ‘me time’ thanks to 
the team at North Argyll Carers Centre.

A total of 86 young people aged between 
eight to 25 are registered as carers with 
the local charity which provides a per-
son-centred support service to all carers 
in Oban, Lorn and the isles.

North Argyll young carers service 
co-ordinator Arlene Colewell said:  ‘We 
do as much as we can to ensure that 
young carers in North Argyll receive the 
same opportunities that their peers do.

‘We run weekly a� er-school clubs for 
both primary and high school pupils 
where, as well as having lots of fun, we 
help the young people to make friends 
with each other through games and 
discussion.

‘A lot of the issues our carers have stem 
from social isolation so if we can get them 
talking to others in a similar situation 
then it can be a big help.’

Colewell is part of a team of four at the 
Albany Street centre who also run � tness 
programmes, cookery and budget classes, 
day and residential trips and a variety 
of both physical and artistic activities, 
the core funding for which comes from 
Children in Need.

‘To me one of the best things about our 
service is being able to see the young 
people coming to our group and forming 
friendships and memories which last 
right through to adulthood,’ she added.

As well as running group activities and 
events, however, the team operates on a 
‘one size doesn’t � t all’  philosophy.

‘Our main focus is raising awareness 
and self esteem and we realise that groups 
are not for everyone.

‘We also o� er an outreach service which 
o� ers one-to-one support if that is the 
case.’

� e North Argyll young carers service 
has been running for the past 15 years and 
during that time Colewell has witnessed 
many positive changes in the support 

network for young carers.
‘Awareness of young carers has de� -

nitely increased with health, education 
and social work professionals all working 
together to identify young people in need 
of support,’ she continued.

‘We know there are a lot more young 
people out there who are caring, or help-
ing to care for, parents or siblings and we 
are making it a priority to identify them.

‘In the past people didn’t want to ask 
the questions as they felt they were being 
intrusive asking about family life and 
o� en the young people felt scared to tell 
someone that they are caring for someone 
at home.

‘� ere has also been a huge improve-
ment in respect of removing the stigmas 
associated with caring and in particular 
with mental health issues.

‘We need to reduce those stigmas as 
families o� en just need a little bit of 
support and we can provide that.’

Aimed to coincide with Young Carers 
Awareness Day 2019 Scotland on January 

Support network creates 
‘me time’ for young carers

North Argyll young carers took some 
well-earned time out last week to have 
some fun at the Time Capsule.

31 #CareForMeToo is a new Carers Trust 
campaign that aims to raise awareness, 
something the team at the North Argyll 
centre give their full backing to.

‘Given the right support, young carers 
can develop skills and qualities that many 
adults don’t even have.

‘It can be really rewarding being a young 
carer and many can grow up to be truly 
amazing people with the right support.’

� e North Argyll Carers Centre works 
in partnership with Argyll and Bute 
Health and Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP) to ensure young carers and adults 
are supported.

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk
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Work on the great tapestry of Oban 
started on Valentine’s day last week, 
signifying the love for the town held 
by all those involved in its creation.

� e Rock� eld Centre committee 
held the � rst of several classes sched-
uled to train up a team of weavers 
to help create the large community 
tapestry planned to be completed 
for when the main building opens in 

2020. A large selection of � ne yarns 
has been donated by renowned weav-
ing company Lochcarron of Scotland, 
based in Selkirk in the Scottish 
Borders,  to get the project started.

‘We are delighted with the support 
we have received from Lochcarron, 
the world’s leading manufacturer 
of tartan,’ said Breege Smyth, the 
Rock� eld Centre’s arts and culture 

coordinator. Course leader Louise 
Oppenheimer is a well-known con-
temporary tapestry weaver. 

She will spend three weeks working 
with the enthusiastic learners.

� ere are plans for another session 
of classes for beginners to start in 
March.  

Please contact breege@therock� led-
centre.org.uk for further information.

Warp speed ahead for community tapestry
Weavers will create a community tapestry to mark the opening of the main Rock� eld Centre building in 2020.

Over� owing bins have been 
giving residents at Combie 
Court cause for concern this 
week, and not for the � rst 
time.

Robert Johnson’s kitchen 
window looks out on to the 
stinking pile of rotting rub-
bish that hides what should 
be a tidy, covered, communal 
bins area, housing both rub-
bish and recycling containers.

Mr Johnson claims that 
there have been no bin collec-
tions of either type for more 
than a month and is worried 
that the threat of a rodent 
invasion comes to fruition.

‘It’s an absolute disgrace,’ he 
fumed.

‘I have phoned my landlord, 
West Highland Housing 
Association, which in turn 
has contacted Argyll and Bute 
Council, regarding this twice 
in the past week and despite 
promises to send someone to 
collect it, it’s still there, and 
growing.’

Mr Johnson, who has mobil-

ity problems, is forced to look 
out on to the heinous heap 
every time he uses his kitchen 
and has to keep his window 
closed to keep the unsavoury 
stench from invading his 
home. ‘I’m also scared the rats 
come and get into the house,’ 
he added.

‘It’s totally unacceptable. 
� ere are wee kids in this 
building as well and they 
shouldn’t be running around 
out there with the threat of 
vermin and disease.’

Mr Johnson claimed he was 
told that the council bin lorry 
� eet was two vehicles down 
and that the amenities de-
partment was having to ‘jiggle 
things around’ a bit in order to 
clear up the backlog.

When contacted by � e 
Oban Times on Tuesday, 
Oban South councillor Roddy 
McCuish cited the ongoing 
utility work on Glencruitten 
Road as part of the recent 
problem but also admitted 
that the overall service needed 
to be improved.

‘We couldn’t get the bin 
lorries up the street due to the 

ongoing maintenance work 
but I am now trying to arrange 
to have smaller vehicles collect 
the rubbish from Combie 
Court as soon as we can, 
either today or Wednesday.

‘I can only apologise for any 
inconvenience to residents 
this has caused. Hopefully, 
it will be � nished soon and 
regular bin collections can 
resume.

‘� e reliability of the � eet 
is causing me some concern. 
We are trying to do a lot more 
with a lot less.

‘I would be quite happy to 
sit down with the residents 
of Combie Court and 
West Highland Housing 
Association to discuss any 
issues relating to bin collec-
tions. Hopefully, a solution 
can be found soon.’

A spokesperson from Argyll 
and Bute Council con� rmed 
Mr McCuish’s summary of 
the situation at Combie Court. 
‘� ere is utility work going on 
in the area which means the 
bin lorry cannot gain access,’ 
they said. ‘We are keeping a 
close eye on the situation.’

Urgent appeal 
to empty bins

Budget will see council 
tax rise by 4.79 per cent

opportunity to reorganise 
these services.’

Discussing the budget in 
general, Mr McCuish added: 
‘Over the past � ve years, 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
saved £24.8 million.

‘� e £1.6 million from the 
Scottish Government is very 
welcome, but it still leaves a 
big gap.

‘� e most vulnerable in 
our society need long-term 
care. We can’t give them that 
comfort as we are dealing 
with one year funding.’

Councillor Aileen Morton 
said: ‘Our core funding has 
been reduced by a further £3 
million this year.

‘� is means that we, like all 
Scottish councils, have had 
to look at some very di�  cult 
proposals this year, with 
a shortfall of almost £8 
million to consider and very 
signi� cant budget gaps fore-
cast for the next two years 
too.’

If the proposed cuts go 
ahead, a total of 55.8 full-
time equivalent positions 

would be made redundant in 
2019/20.

Proposals have also 
been made to streamline 
managerial roles in some 
departments of the council, 
including biodiversity, eco-
nomic growth, and marine 
and coastal development.

Speaking at the coun-
cil’s policy and resources 
committee last � ursday, 
Councillor Ellen Morton 
said: ‘In terms of the public 
perception of the council and 
our own perception about 
reducing management costs, 
it is a very easy thing for 
people to say.

‘It is an option we are look-
ing at, but a good manager 
is worth his or her weight in 
gold as, without managers, 
sta�  do not have an organisa-
tional plan to work to.’

Other proposed savings 
would see 21.5 road safety 
patrollers being removed, 
saving £115,000, and the road 
safety unit being scrapped 
to save £74,000, as well as a 
reduction of � ve   full-time 
equivalent environmental 
wardens, saving £140,000.

Continued from page one.
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Martyn’s Monday Club and ladies’ peer group representatives Gillian Munro and Billy 
Ferguson with David MacMillan from Scottish Sea Farms in the middle.

Thanks for the sponsorship, 
says Martyn’s Monday Club
Martyn’s Monday Club 
and its ladies’ peer support 
group that meets in Oban 
on a Tuesday are sporting 
their supporter’s logo on 
new sweatshirts.

Scottish Sea Farms has 
donated £5,000 so facilita-
tors who   run the two help 

groups at Hope Kitchen can 
receive training, including 
mental health � rst aid and 
suicide prevention.

More than 130 people 
have passed through the 
club’s doors since it started, 
looking for a safe space to 
talk.

Billy Ferguson from 
Martyn’s Monday Club 
said: ‘From everyone at both 
groups we want to say a big 
thank you to Scottish Sea 
Farms. Training courses 
have been booked and 
there will be more to come, 
thanks to their generosity.’

BID4Oban has welcomed 
news that three new busi-
nesses are opening soon in 
Combie Street.

Chief executive Andrew 
Spence said it was ‘excellent’ 
news and that the businesses 
would breathe new life into 
that end of town.

‘We’re delighted to hear 
about the new businesses and 
look forward to them bring-
ing more footfall to that end 
of town,’ he added.

Sophie Handley of � e 
Estates O�  ce, who agreed 
the letting of the shops, said it 
was proof that Oban was ‘re-
silient’ to being a� ected, like 
many other Scottish towns, 
by out-of-town shopping 
centres and online shopping.

‘While there is a perception 
within Scotland that town 
centre retailing has been se-

verely a� ected by the internet 
and out-of-town shopping 
centres, towns such as Oban 
are resilient due to the town 
being the centre of a large 
catchment area which, with 
the arrival of Marks and 
Spencer, becomes a self-per-
petuating hub,’ she said.

And she added: ‘� e exten-

sion of the tourist season and 
the lowering of ferry fares 
has also played a factor in 
encouraging the take-up of 
retail space.’

� e new businesses moving 
in are an estate agent, a cloth-
ing retailer called Clan Boss 
and Taste of Argyll.

Katherine MacDonald of 

Duntarrin Farm at Lerags is 
behind the Taste of Argyll 
shop opening in March. 
Oban and Lorn Riding for 
the Disabled has been using 
it previously as a pop-up 
charity shop.

Ms MacDonald already has 
22 local producers on board 
who will be selling their var-

ied products o�  the shelves 
and counter from � sh to pies, 
candles to other cra� s. � ere 
will also be sandwiches and 
a hot drinks machine for 
takeaways.

‘We already sell from the 
farm, go to festivals and are 
involved in the weekly food 
hub at Rock� eld, but saw 
opening the shop in Combie 
Street as a great opportunity.

‘We’re going to see if we can 
be a collection point for any-
one who can’t make the food 
hub’s pick-up times and we’re 
planning a bit of a taster event 
before we open in March. 
We’re very excited and hope 
we gets lots of support from 
people wanting to buy and eat 
local produce.’

Businesses bring back 
buzz to Combie Street

New shops will soon be 
moving into these neigh-
bouring retail premises in 
Combie Street.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

New group 
to boost rural 
economy
A new group tasked 
with bringing the rural 
economy to the forefront 
of policy-making has been 
announced.

The new Rural Economy 
Action Group will guide 
how Scottish ministers drive 
forward recommendations 
of a recent report by the 
National Council of Rural 
Advisers.

These recommendations 
include ensuring rural policy 
is embedded in all decision 
making and ensuring 
national economic plans and 
industry-led strategies are 
joined up and promote the 
rural economy.

MP’s formal move 
to abandon Brexit
Western Isles MP Angus 
Brendan MacNeil is asking 
MPs to support a move to 
abandon Brexit and avoid 
in� icting economic damage 
on all countries of the UK.

Mr MacNeil has already 
secured the support of ‘fa-
ther of the House’, Kenneth 
Clarke MP, and several other 
cross-party MPs.
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angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

� e economics of when to pay 
someone else to do something 
instead of doing it yourself, 
even if you are able to, is a 
general subject that has always 
interested me. 

Last week’s experience is a 
classic example of when paying 
someone else, in the balance of 
time and money, was de� nitely 
the right option.

Having just moved home, we 
had spent a good number of 
days building � at-pack furni-
ture from Ikea.  Once into the 
swing of things, this actually 
became a fairly satisfying and 
enjoyable pursuit, so a few 
days into the task we cancelled 
the Ikea assembler booked to 
come and put a few chests of 
drawers together.

In a craze of late-night 
screwing and banging, I had 
done them myself and so with 
satisfaction we got in touch 
with Ikea to convey, smugly, 
that their man was no longer 
required and we duly were 
refunded our fee.

Beds, library shelves, tables, 
drawers, desks and chairs were 
going up like mushrooms and 
although it was taking some 
time, we had planned to do all 

the remaining work ourselves.
However, a breakdown in com-
munications between Ikea and 
their � at-packer had occurred 
and the message didn’t get 
through, so when he phoned 
to check that we would be in, 
I had to boastfully inform 
him that his work had been 
done and that he could stand 
down. Because he sounded so 
nice and obliging I felt bad that 
I had done him out of a few 
hours’ work, and suggested he 
come over anyway and secure 
some shelves to the wall and 
we would sort payment out 
directly with himself.

He was not what I was 
expecting. In my ignorance, I 
had thought that as his work 
involved carrying out jobs 
aimed speci� cally at the level 
that the general public can 
do, he would have a skill level 
to match.  In fact, he was on a 
par with some of the very best 
tradesmen I have seen at work.

He had the six sets of shelves, 
levelled, (on an unlevel � oor) 
secured to each other, secured 
to the wall, with lights wired in 
and everything looking perfect 
within about 20 minutes. It 
would probably have taken 

me about a day of sweating 
and swearing to � nish it and 
with nowhere nearly as neat a 
result.   I immediately secured 
his services and agreed a price 
for him to do everything else 
in the house – the rest of the 
furniture, the mirrors, storage 
shelving, towel rails, kitchen 
cabinets, hanging of pictures 
and I even thought about 
asking him to check out a few 
� llings in my teeth as he was 
such a wizard with the drill!

He was like a Tasmanian 
Devil while assembling the 
kits.  It was as if in a � urry of 
unpackaging, everything was 
thrown up in the air and when 
it landed, there was a perfectly 
put together piece of furniture!

We have just started record-
ing a new album, and by paying 
this experienced professional a 
relatively small amount, I was 
able to free up many hours for 
learning the tunes and � nish-
ing writing the songs, which 
because of the house move I 
was well behind on!

So, if you enjoy the new 
Skipinnish album when it 
comes out, then this furniture 
guru deserves some of the 
credit.

Breast-feeding promoter Valerie Cleave hopes people will see Tigers at Oban’s cinema.

Milk campaign 
brings Tigers 
fi lm to Oban
A campaigning mum is 
bringing an award-winning 
� lm to Oban telling the true 
story of a milk salesman in 
Pakistan who took on a  baby 
formula food maker.

Tigers will be shown at 
Oban Phoenix Cinema on 
Monday March 18 at 6pm. 
Tickets are £5 each.

Mum Valerie Cleave, who 
is  a member of Baby Milk 
Action – the UK member 
of International Baby  Food 
Action Network – needs at 
least 25 people to watch it to 
help cover costs of bringing 
the � lm all the way from 
Cambridge to show in Oban.

� e network is a not-for-
pro� t organisation which 
protects breastfeeding and ba-
bies fed on formula to prevent 
unnecessary illness, su� ering 
and death, says Mrs Cleave, 
who lives near Lochgilphead 
and joined Baby Milk Action 
more than 10 years ago.

Oban is the second only 

location in Scotland, a� er 
the Glasgow Film Festival, 
to screen Tigers, directed 
by Oscar-winning  Danis 
Tanovic.

It tells the story of Ayan, a 
pharmaceutical salesman in 
Pakistan who lands a new 
job working for an interna-
tional corporation. When he 
discovers his new company’s 
baby formula has killed hun-
dreds of children, he begins 
a lone and dangerous battle 
against the company.

‘It’s a � lm for everyone 
to see – men and women, 
formula and breast-feeding 
parents most welcome, young 
people and older ones.  I do 
hope a variety of people 
may come along, whether 
they have anything to do with 
infant feeding or not. It’s a 
very powerful � lm,’ said Mrs 
Cleave.

A� er breast-feeding her son 
for � ve years, she says she is 
against the ‘normalisation’ 
of bottle feeding and that 
Tigers li� s the lid on the 
truth behind the baby feeding 

industry’s marketing.
It was a� er being ‘scorned’ 

by an NHS  nurse for breast-
feeding her then two-year-
old child that Mrs Cleave 
took a local NHS/UNICEF 
breast-feeding peer support 
volunteer course to encour-
age more new mums to feed 
their babies naturally.

‘I’m just against the nor-
malisation of bottle feeding 
and think this term should 
be referred to as arti� cial 
feeding more o� en so as to 
emphasise exactly what it is.

‘Having listened to endless 
debates in the media, there 
seems to be a huge moth-
er-centred approach to infant 
feeding and not enough ba-
by-centred focus. Let’s think 
more about what  the baby 
needs. And, yes, that means 
giving up a lot,’ she said.

Any pro� ts made from the 
screening at the Phoenix will 
go to Baby Milk Action. To 
book in advance, go to oban-
phoenix.com. Watch the � lm 
trailer at  babymilkaction.
org/tigers.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

MSP backs CPR training in secondary schools
A campaign to o� er CPR 
training to every secondary 
school pupil in Scotland 
has received backing from 
Highlands and Islands MSP 
Donald Cameron.

� e campaign, which is 
being led by the British 
Heart Foundation, has so far 

received backing from 23 of 
Scotland’s 32 local author-
ities, with Argyll and Bute 
Council yet to commit to it.

Mr  Cameron said: ‘I wel-
come this campaign by the 
British Heart Foundation to 
ensure more young people are 
aware of what to do if another 

pupil or member of the school 
requires urgent CPR. It is 
important that as many people 
as possible are equipped with 
the facts and training in order 
to save lives. I have written 
to Argyll and Bute Council 
to encourage it to get behind 
this worthwhile initiative.’
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A good sign...or a really great sign!

Robb Residential   150 St Vincent Street   Glasgow G2 5NE    T. 0141 225 3880     www.robbresidential.com

In 2018 59% of the properties sold by  
Robb Residential were sold to southern based or  
overseas buyers.

Please contact us for a con�dential pre sales 
consultation to �nd out how we can promote 
your home to the largest possible national and 
international audience.

Robb Residential, planned, pro-active, e�ective 
middle to prime market property selling solutions.

Robb Residential…..a whole lot more than just 
posting property on the internet.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk An initiative is being 

launched in Argyll and 
Bute to support anyone who 
is interested in building a 
more sustainable relationship 
with the environment.

� e Argyll and Bute 
Green Network is designed 
to recognise and highlight 
the value of the work local 
people, businesses and social 
enterprises are doing in 
pioneering a di� erent 
relationship between people 
and the natural world.

� e number of social 
enterprises per head of 
population in Argyll and 
Bute is among the highest in 
Scotland.

To launch the Argyll and 
Bute Green Network, the 
team is seeking expressions 
of interest from businesses, 
groups and individuals 
who are contributing to 
understanding of low-energy, 
low-impact, high-value living.
Anyone interested in joining 
in is asked to complete 
a survey at https://www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
F7XBSGX.

Green network 
seeks new 
members

Project wants recruits
A Blue Planet-inspired pro-
ject is looking for two new 
workers from Oban to help 
clean up Scotland and tackle 
the rising tide of litter in 
Argyll.

With support from Argyll 
and Bute Council, which is 
providing desks and o�  ce 
space for the two recruits, the 
project using aerial photogra-
phy to map litter hot-spots 
along the Scottish coastline is 
ready to develop its next ex-

citing stage. � e SCRAPbook 
(Scottish Coastal Rubbish 
Aerial Photography) is mov-
ing on to develop engagement 
and clean-up activities using 
the evidence it has gathered 
from the air and   is focusing 
� rst on North Argyll.

A pile of dumped tyres at 
Loch Melfort and grey cylin-
ders le�  on the shore of Loch 
Creran are among just some 
examples of the rubbish sites 
spotted from the air so far.

� e project also wants to see 
photos of what other people 
� nd when they are out and 

about on the coast. Photos 
can be sent to cleanup@
scrapbook.org.uk.

� e successful marine litter 
o�  cers would be line-man-
aged remotely   and funded 
by the Scottish Government 
through Marine Scotland. 
� ursday February 21 is the 
last day to apply for the posts.

SCRAPbook engagement 
o�  cer Sally Tapp said: ‘We’re 
looking for two people who 
care about their environment 
and want to make a di� erence 
by bringing together local 
businesses, boat owners and 

other enthusiastic groups in 
Argyll to � nd solutions to re-
moving as much of the litter 
that has been photographed 
along our coast as possible.

‘Many of the items we 
photograph are too large to 
be removed by conventional 
methods or are  located on 
much harder to reach or 
remote beaches that may only 
be accessible from the sea. 
� ese are the areas we want 
to target.’

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council and policy lead for 

economic  development, said: 
‘Argyll and Bute is a wonder-
ful place to live and work and 
these sound like fascinating 
and very rewarding jobs. 

‘I’m pleased that the council 
was able to support this 
project by providing desks 
and o�  ce space for the two 
eventual recruits. 

‘We’re very supportive 
of any initiative that will 
help  rid our coastline of 
litter.’

To apply go to environment-
job.co.uk /jobs/71797-ma-
rine-litter-o�  cers.

Dance boost for Dove Centre
Oban Inner Wheel’s Valentine’s tea dance raised £500 for 
the Dove Centre in Oban. A happy crowd of dancers and 
tea-drinkers � lled  Glencruitten Church Hall on Saturday 
February 9, said one of the organisers, Marion Beaton.
Music came from The Re-Searchers getting everyone up 
on their feet, and the tables were decorated with Valentine 
hearts and cake stands courtesy of Kay McDonald, ready 
for a delicious afternoon tea provided by the Inner Wheel 
members. ‘Just over £500 was raised in support of the Dove 
Centre by Oban Hospice. Thanks go to all those who came 
out to support our toe tapping event,’ added Mrs Beaton.
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Donna’s work 
is all about 
clean living
Donna Barr is one of Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership’s domestic supervisors 
and is based at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital.

Being a domestic supervisor re-
quires a mixture of skills, including 
excellent communication skills 
with an emphasis on customer care, 
numeracy and literacy, and demon-
strating a high level of discretion, 
including con� dentiality. It is also 
necessary to have the ability to 
manage and support domestic sta�  
team members.

Domestic supervisors are com-
mitted to ensuring the highest 
standards of cleanliness are being 
delivered. � ey are also responsible 
for ensuring that domestic sta�  are 
fully trained to maintain clean and 
safe environments, and, to achieve 
this, they use the most up-to-date 
disinfectant methods approved and 
equipment.

Sta�  clean in accordance with 
the standards and frequency, as 

detailed within NHS Scotland 
national cleaning speci� cations. 
� is includes following infection 
control guidelines for the cleaning 
of isolated and other high risk 
areas.

Donna is also responsible for 
ensuring that domestic sta�  are 
professionally trained to use as-
sociated cleaning equipment and 
that sta�  operate machinery within 
the correct moving and handling 
procedures, including using safe 
intensity strengths of cleaning 
products as speci� ed in their NHS 
Scotland guidance and policies 
training. � ere are also strict health 
and safety precautions in place to 
minimise any associated risks to 
sta�  or members of the public that 
must be adhered to at all times too.

Donna said: ‘Cleanliness really 
does matter and the prevention 
of infections   is the responsibility 
of every member of sta� . I also 
manage sta�  rotas and co-ordinate 
speci� c domestic responsibilities 

while working closely with other 
health and social care departments 
and sta� .

‘All sta�  follow strict hygiene 
protocols and every area must meet 
high standards of sanitation. Each 
area is monitored and inspected 
in order to maintain safe environ-
ments in the hospital.

‘I am very proud of my highly val-
ued team members and colleagues, 
and their consistency in meeting 
high standards of cleanliness in the 
hospital.’

� e public is also provided with 
information on any measures 
which it can take to assist in the 
prevention and control of infec-
tions. An example is hand-washing 
guides and signs. � ey are clearly 
positioned in and around relevant 
areas within the hospital.  � e signs 
prompt everyone to the importance 
of good hand hygiene. � ey are 
also in treatment and consultation 
rooms and refer to clinical sta�  
hygiene practices too.

Donna said: ‘Hand-washing 
properly is so important as it 
removes dirt, viruses and bacteria 
to help stop spreading germs to 
other people and objects, which 
can spread illnesses such as � u at 
this time of year. Hand-washing 
infection control and prevention 
measures are really important and 
should be followed by everyone.’

Donna has lived in Oban all her 
life and enjoys being outdoors, 
gardening and walking her dogs on 
many of the trails and routes in the 
area. She also likes to attend restau-
rants, and events and activities in 
the local community.

Donna continued: ‘My way of 
chilling out on my days o�  is going 

out for a nice meal and trying 
di� erent cuisine. As Oban is the 
Seafood Capital of Scotland, the 
town really does have fantastic res-
taurants, including lots of exciting 
food and creations being available 
from other local producers.

‘Taking my dogs out is great exer-
cise for me and them, but it is also 
what I like to do to help me relax 
and it also helps me socialise, as I 
am always meeting lots of people 
when out walking.

‘I really do enjoy my rural lifestyle 
and feel really lucky being part of 
such a close-knit community. � e 
people are really something special 
to me and really do look a� er each 
other.’

The Oban Times is running a series of articles championing the work carried out by Argyll and Bute Health 
and Social Care Partnership (HSCP) in the Oban, Lorn and the Isles locality. Each article features a speci� c 
service provided by the HSCP and focuses on the sta�  who provide that service and the role they play in 
making a positive di� erence for the people living in Oban and surrounding areas. This week we look at the 
work of Donna Barr.
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Vital service for rape victims
Tucked away in a quiet street 
near Oban town centre sits 
a support hub so deceptive 
in its  appearance that the 
need for discretion from its 
clientele requires no further 
inducement.

� e team behind this nonde-
script facade, however, provide 
a service so pivotal that the 
the requisite for sensitivity is 
paramount.

Jean Campbell and Maggie 
Dougall of Argyll and Bute 
Rape Crisis (ABRC), both 
started out as volunteer sup-
port workers and have nine 
years’ experience in  o� ering 
specialist support and advo-
cacy services to survivors of 
all forms of sexual trauma, 
including, but not limited to 
rape, sexual assault and child-
hood sexual abuse, whether 
recent or historic.

‘� e biggest thing we have to 
deal with is trying to get rape 
survivors to believe it is not 
their fault,’ said Mrs Dougall. 

‘Feelings of guilt and shame 
are common among people 
who go through this horri� c 
experience. Victim blame 
is still a big problem in our 
society,’ added Mrs Campbell.

‘People will say her skirt 
was too short or he was 
drunk.  � at’s rubbish. � at 
would be like saying, well 
she had a really nice vase in 
her house, no wonder it was 
stolen.’

Mrs Campbell works as a 

senior support and advocacy 
worker with ABRC, with Mrs 
Dougall also holding a support 
and advocacy role, and the 
pair are passionate about the 
work they do.

Both women, along 
with Ailsa MacEachen, who is 
on maternity leave, are work-
ing on the National Advocacy 
Project (NAP), funded by 
the Scottish Government 
and launched by Rape Crisis 
Scotland (RCS), the umbrella 
organisation for ABRC.

NAP is intended to improve 
the support available to 
survivors of rape and sexual 
assault; an improvement in the 
experience of the criminal jus-
tice process for survivors and 
the development of a better 
understanding of survivors’ 
motivations to proceed or 

not with the criminal justice 
process.

‘Even if people are just 
considering reporting to the 
police, we can advise them 
on how that might go and 
what to expect,’ explained Ms 
Campbell. 

‘� is is a really big step for 
survivors to take.  In cases of 
rape, the survivor is treated as 
a witness. � is being the case, 
they do not receive any legal 
advice and it’s important they 
have all the information they 
need before they proceed.’

Ms Dougall added: ‘We 
neither encourage or discour-
age people from reporting a 
rape.  � at is not our remit. 
What we do is o� er them 
valuable support and advice 
in complete con� dence and, 
if they wish to proceed, con-

tinue providing that support 
throughout the whole process.’

� is free and con� dential 
support is available to survi-
vors regardless of ethnicity 
or gender identity, as long as 
they are aged 12 years or over, 
as well as to non-o� ending 
family members.

‘We fully appreciate that 
everyone’s experience is 
unique to them and we believe 
that, with support, people can 
and will � nd their own an-
swers,’ added Mrs Campbell.

‘Most importantly, every 
survivor who comes through 
our door is believed and no 
one has to make the recovery 
journey alone.’

To access support email 
Oban@ab-rc.org.uk or call 
01631 567190, and ask to speak 
to Jean or Maggie.

Maggie Dougall, left, and Jean Campbell provide support for survivors of sexual violence.

‘Rape is always the fault 
of the perpetrator’

by Fiona Scott
fscott@obantimes.co.uk

Con� dentiality is a key 
priority for Argyll and Bute 
Rape Crisis (ABRC).

Mary came to see us two 
years ago after being raped 
by John, a man she had been 
seeing for around two years.

He was a bit controlling 
and liked her to dress in a 
particular style, and didn’t like 
her wearing a lot of make-up.

They had both been out at a 
celebration one evening, had 
both drunk quite a lot.

When they got home John 
became angry because she 
hadn’t paid enough attention 
to him and he started 
slapping her. He forced her to 
the � oor and assaulted her.

Mary was shocked and 
devastated, and after it 
happened again a few 
months later, she decided she 
had to report the assault.

The police suggested to her 
that she might like to take up 
support from ABRC. The � rst 
thing we did was to reassure 
her of con� dentiality.

In common with many sur-
vivors of sexual assault, Mary 
was carrying the burden of 
shame and guilt. We worked 
with her to overcome these 
feelings and to understand 
the responsibility for this 
crime was not hers. Rape is 
always the responsibility of 
the perpetrator.

Mary was scared of seeing 
or meeting him and had 
stopped going out to social 
events with friends, causing 
her to become isolated and 
depressed. We helped her to 
feel good about herself again.

This case getting to the 
High Court took around 18 
months, but ABRC workers 
saw her weekly and were 
available for support when 
she needed it. We were able 
to tell Mary what to expect 
and explain some of the 
processes to her. We made 
contact with the police, the 
procurator � scal service 
and the witness support 
service when she needed 
information about the case. 
The court is closed to the 
public when a rape survivor 
is giving evidence but we 
were able to be present in a 
supporting role.

Following the court case, 
Mary continued to come in 
and afterwards told us she 
felt she would never have 
got through it without our 
support. She has regained her 
self-con� dence and is now 
going out socially again.

She remains nervous in 
certain situations but has 
decided that what happened 
is not going to de� ne who 
she is – and we see that as a 
‘job well done’.
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Open water 
swim group 
starts in Oban
An outdoor swimming group 
is starting up in Oban this 
weekend.

� e Oban Seals, organised by 
Stacey McGowan Holloway, is 
a new group for like-minded 
people to come and enjoy sea 
and loch swimming.

Stacey describes the group 
as ‘an open and welcoming 
group for swimmers of all 
abilities’.

� e � rst meeting of the 
group will take place this 
Saturday at 8.45am. All 
swimmers are being asked to 
gather at Ganavan car park 
for a welcome meeting before 
braving the water.

� e group will operate un-

der the Outdoor Swimming 
Society swim responsibility 
statement, meaning that those 
wishing to take part will be 
doing so at their own risk.

� e Oban Seals Facebook 
group, which was set up � ve 
days ago, has already reached 
more than 50 members.

Stacey pointed out that 
cold-water swimming had 
regularly been in the media 
lately, with people acclaiming 
the health bene� ts it can have.

Stacey and her husband 
Max are keen outdoor swim-
mers.  She said: ‘On moving 
to Oban, � nding a new swim-
ming group was high up on 
our priority list.’

� ey began an uno�  cial 
swim club a� er meeting other 
like-minded people in the 
Oban area. She added: ‘Soon 
we were swimming several 
times a week and as the group 
grew it became clear we need-
ed a regular meeting time and 
place.’

So whether it is keeping � t 
or trying something new, why 
not give it a go this weekend?

by Sam Ormiston
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Stacey started the outdoor 
swimming club with Max. 

Funding boost for music and dance festival
� e Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival 
has been awarded £7,000 
from the National Lottery’s 
Awards For All scheme.

� e annual traditional 
music and dance event will 
use the funds to install an 
outdoor performance stage 
at Station Square during the 
festival on May 4.

It will also be used to run 

‘premier’ competitions on 
Saturday March 30.

� e news was welcomed by 
Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara.

Writing to Breege Smyth, 
chairwoman of the festival, 
Mr O’Hara said: ‘Huge con-
gratulations on this fantastic 
achievement, Breege. � is 
festival is going from strength 
to strength and will continue 

to do so under your steward-
ship, of that I’m certain.

‘I wish you and all the vol-
unteers who contribute every 
success in the future.’

� e festival will take place 
from May 3 to May 5, with 
competitions taking place 
in venues throughout Oban. 
� e closing date for entries is 
March 11. Go to http://www.
obanfestival.org

Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festival has landed a cash windfall.

With our delicious frozen meals and desserts, prepared by award-winning chefs and 
delivered free by your local team, you’ve more time to enjoy doing the things you love.  

For your free brochure visit wiltshirefarmfoods.com or call

SAVOUR
EVERY MOMENT

OVER 300 DELICIOUS DISHES

TRUSTED LOCAL SERVICE

FREE FRIENDLY DELIVERY

01631 566979
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Argyll has welcomed the fact that 
Premier Inn and its parent company 
Whitbread plc chose a number of 
local contractors to work on this multi-
million-pound investment, adding 
bene� t to other sectors of the economy 
before its anticipated boost to the tour-
ism sector begins.

� e hotel and restaurant are on track to 
open at the end of this month, weather 
depending.

Richard Aldread, who heads Premier 

Inn’s new construction in the UK and 
Ireland said: ‘We’re progressing well 
with construction of the new four-storey, 
80-bedroom Premier Inn and � yme 
restaurant on Shore Street in Oban.

‘Whitbread, Premier Inn’s parent com-
pany, is making a multi-million-pound 
investment in the new hotel and res-
taurant, which is important to us as we 
are currently under-represented in the 
Highlands and Islands.’

Mr Aldread said sta�  recruitment was 
well under way and the majority of roles 
have now been � lled.

� e hotel is still recruiting for a head 
chef and anyone interested should go to 
the Whitbread careers website.

‘All being well and weather dependent, 
we’re looking forward to opening our 
doors to guests at the end of February 
and becoming part of the local and 
business community in Oban,’ he added.

A lot of Argyll skill has gone into Oban’s new 
Premier Inn and restaurant which will be open 
for business soon in its purpose-built premises 

on Shore Street.

A premier hotel for a premier destination

Left: 
The original 
vision.

Finishing touches are being made to the hotel ahead of its 
opening  at the end of February.
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A premier hotel for a premier destination
Local trades 
have been 
a huge 
part of the 
construction.



� e seventh Argyll and  the Isles annual tour-
ism summit takes place at the stunning new 
Drimsynie Hotel, on the Drimsynie Estate 
at Lochgoilhead, on � ursday March 7 from 
9.30am to 4pm.

� is year’s theme focuses on the up and com-
ing 2020 Year of Coasts and Waters and Argyll 
and the Isles Tourism Cooperative’s (AITC) 
three product development priorities: food 
and drink, events and  festivals, and adventure 
and  wildlife .

With a mix of talks and breakouts, delegates 
will hear all about the the Heart and Soul of 
Scotland campaign – the innovative partner-
ship between AITC, People Make Glasgow, 
Love Loch Lomond and all Argyll’s travel 
partners – and the exciting plans being shaped 
up for 2020 which will feature Argyll’s out-
standing coasts and waters, seafood, whisky 
and gin.

Marc Crothall, from the Scottish Tourism 
Alliance, will provide an important update on 
the emerging national tourism strategy 2020-
2030 and focus on the recently launched Food 
Tourism Strategy  for Scotland – and helping 
explain where Argyll and the Isles � t in.

With a food and   drink theme to the day, 
Gary MacLean will give a keynote presenta-
tion on the importance of provenance and will 
be cooking up some Scottish salmon as part of 
the lunch.

#� e Loch Fyne Oyster Man will be serving 
up the freshest oysters from Argyll’s shores – 
and, for vegetarians and those not so keen on 
seafood, there will be lots more to sample and 
enjoy.

On the drink theme, and with the recent 
drink driving regulations having an impact on 
days out and short breaks, Inverarity Morton 
will share insights on new non-alcoholic bev-
erages and innovative food pairings.

Chris Greenwood, senior insights manager 
at VisitScotland, will reveal the latest trends 
around ‘wellness’ – which is much, much more 
than spa breaks and medical tourism. Given 
the food and  drink theme, he will also provide 
important insights on retail tourism trends.

On the adventure and wildlife theme, Sara 
Bellshaw, from UHI West Highland College, 
will explain what Slow  Adventure Tourism 
entails and what it could mean for adventure 
providers across Argyll and the Isles.

Karl Stevens, from the Hebridean Whale 
and Dolphin Trust, will reveal the new 
Hebridean Whale Trail which encompasses all of 
the Argyll and the Isles coastline – and beyond.

Katherine Gemmell and Deborah Chu 
will provide key insights into how � e LIST 
event listings work, its relationship with 
VisitScotland, and its new CalMac guide to the 
islands. It will  provide a candid overview of 
how well Argyll and the Isles features in what 
it does and what can be done to improve this.

As online visibility and bookability for 

activities and adventure providers is a top 
priority in AITC’s new product development 
programme, and agents Lynne Dow and Helen 
Dick will explain the support they are giving 
to businesses.

And as a legacy to the Year of Young People, 
Aileen Lamb, from Women in Tourism, will 
be chatting with Abbie and Andrea, graduate 
trainee managers from the Portavadie team, to 
reveal  what motivates millennials to work in 
tourism and how to keep them in Argyll.

Register online at https://argyllandislessum-
mit2019.eventbrite.co.uk – tickets cost £32.50 
+ VAT. � is year’s event is very kindly spon-
sored by: Drimsynie Estate, Scottish Salmon, 
Inverarity Morton, Loch Fyne Oysters and 
Visit Scotland.
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Stornoway 
harbour plans 
given boost
The revamp of Stornoway harbour 
is taking another step forward as 
the board of Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) has approved £3.5m 
funding for the creation of a new 
marina and facilities at Newton Basin.

Deputy First Minister John Swinney 
met key representatives of the 
Stornoway Port Authority (SPA) and HIE 
last week during a visit to the town.

Mr Swinney heard about the port 
authority’s £66m masterplan which 
identi� es projects which will boost 
economic growth in marine tourism 
and other sectors.

Plans for the � rst phase of the 20-year 
masterplan includes the creation 
of a new marina at Newton. HIE’s 
investment will support SPA to create 
70 new berths, a marine engineering 
workshop and infrastructure to 
support a new food standards building 
with an estimated cost of £11m, all at 
the town’s Newton area.

Through the Scottish Government’s 
Regeneration Capital Grant Fund, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar is contribut-
ing £2.75m to this project.

The Outer Hebrides is a key sailing 
destination, and Stornoway is an 
important link in the chain of marinas 
stretching from the Butt of Lewis to the 
Isle of Barra.

Work will start as soon as consents 
have been obtained, expected in 
April this year, on the Newton Basin 
project and, once completed, will o� er 
shoreside facilities for those using the 
new marina as well as a public slipway 
and a boat lift and boat storage.

HIE’s area manager for the Outer 
Hebrides Rachel Mackenzie said: 
‘The marine tourism sector is making 
a signi� cant contribution to the 
development of the Outer Hebrides 
and the port of Stornoway plays a key 
part in this.’

Date is announced 
for tourism summit

Gary MacLean will be cooking 
up a storm at the summit.

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban,  Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Young business leaders can bid for support
Young business leaders in the Highlands 
are being o� ered a chance to join a dynamic 
and highly personalised business growth 
programme to help drive their businesses 
forward.

In October, a chocolatier, an estate agent 
and a seller of Indian spices, along with eight 
others, became the � rst young leaders to be 
selected for IMPACT30.

IMPACT30, organised by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise’s (HIE) Northern 
Innovation Hub in partnership with con-
sultancy business Anderson Anderson and 
Brown (AAB), is now o� ering a further 15 
businesses an opportunity to engage in this 
support programme.

Julie Latif, of the House of Spice in Fort 
Augustus, who is part of the year-long 
programme’s � rst intake in November, said: 
‘I have found IMPACT30 highly bene� cial. 
� e programme has helped me de� ne future 
objectives for my business and realise how 
best to achieve my goals through its mentor-
ship and support structure.

‘I would recommend taking part in 
IMPACT30 to anyone who has high aspira-
tions for their business to seriously consider 
it.’

IMPACT30 aims to support the next 
generation of entrepreneurs by providing 

various forms of coaching and mentoring 
and tapping into industry leaders’ expertise.

People aged under 35 in a key deci-
sion-making role within young businesses 
formed in the past three years are eligible to 
take part.

Applicants are being asked to create a short 
video pitching themselves, their business 
and what they would like to take away from 
the programme. 

Successful candidates will be selected by a 
panel from the IMPACT30 coaching team, 
HIE and AAB. Applications should be sent 
by February 24 with the programme begin-
ning in April.

� e Northern Innovation Hub, led by 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, is a set 
of projects in the Highland Council area 
seeking to support the biggest opportunities 
for the region to create a global competitive 
advantage.

� e projects are targeted at supporting the 
long-term growth of small and emerging 
enterprises in sectors including life sciences, 
tourism, food and drink and the creative 
industries.

� e Hub was funded by £11 million from 
the UK government as part of its £53 million 
investment in the Inverness and Highland 
City-Region Deal, and has also received 
£3 million from the European Regional 
Development Fund and £2 million from 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise.

To � nd out more about Northern 
Innovation Hub and to apply for future 
cohorts for IMPACT30, visit nih.hie.co.uk.

Strong year for 
whisky exports
The latest � gures from HMRC show a 
strong year for Scotch whisky exports in 
2018, with global growth by both value 
and volume.

In 2018, the export value of Scotch 
whisky grew by 7.8 per cent, to a record 
£4.70bn. The number of 70cl bottles 
exported also reached record levels 
growing to the equivalent of 1.28bn, up 
3.6 per cent.

Welcoming the news Rural Economy 
Secretary Fergus Ewing MSP said: ‘I’m 
sure that many people in Scotland will 
join me in raising a glass to another 
record-breaking year for Scotch whisky.

‘It’s an industry that, despite having 
been established for centuries, has still 
gone from strength to strength in recent 
years. Thanks to that success abroad, 
whisky is a major employer in Scotland. 

‘Of course, Brexit continues to threaten 
that progress, particularly in relation to 
the European market which accounts 
for 30 per cent of our exports. But we 
are doing what we can to support the 
sector against growing uncertainty, and 
ensure it remains one of the biggest 
contributors to Scotland’s economy.’

Julia Latif, from the House of Spice in Fort 
Augustus.

North
 R

d

N
or

th
 R

d

A82

Earl of Inverness Rd

Glenlochy Rd

Claggan Rd

Ardnevis Rd

Achintee Rd

Melantee

Ardnevis Rd

Carn Dearg Rd

T
h

e 
C

o
rr

ie
s

P
o

lm
o

n
a

G
ra

n
t 

P
l

Telford Pl

Ben N
evis 

Dr

Poundstretcher

Argos

Glen Nevis 
Business Park

Fort William 
Football Club

Ben Nevis 
Hotel & 
Leisure 

Club

Ben Nevis Dr

Our shops stock everything 
you need to kit out a home! 

Come and see for yourself at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial 
Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. We’re open Monday to Saturday 

between 10am and 4pm - everyone’s welcome! 

Armchairs | Bric-a-brac | Chests of drawers | Co� ee Tables 
Kitchen tables and chairs | O�  ce desks | Sofas | TV Units | Plants

Wardrobes | White goods | Household appliances | Mattresses 

North
 R

d

N
o

rt
h

 R
d

A82

Earl of Inverness Rd

Glenlochy Rd

Claggan Rd

A
rdn

evis R
d

Achintee Rd

Melantee

Ardnevis Rd

Carn Dearg Rd

T
h

e
 C

o
rr

ie
s

P
o

lm
o

n
a

G
ra

n
t 

P
l

Telford Pl

Ben N
evis

 D
r

Poundstretcher

Argos

Glen Nevis 
Business Park

Fort William 
Football Club

Ben Nevis 
Hotel & 
Leisure 

Club

Ben Nevis Dr

Our shops stock everything 
you need to kit out a home! 

Come and see for yourself at Unit 39A, Ben Nevis Industrial 
Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR. We’re open Monday to Saturday 

between 10am and 4pm - everyone’s welcome! 

Armchairs | Bric-a-brac | Chests of drawers | Co� ee Tables 
Kitchen tables and chairs | O�  ce desks | Sofas | TV Units | Plants

Wardrobes | White goods | Household appliances | Mattresses 



� e Oban Times
Thursday 21 February 201920 HERITAGE

An old Argyll farm lease
Achagavel is a former farm of 1,660 acres (75 
arable, 1,585 pasture) lying at the north-east 
end of the now uninhabited Glen Dubh on the 
Morvern Peninsula.

� e name is Gaelic, meaning the Field of 
the Crotch, referring to the prominent ravine 
rising from the farm cottage to the ridge above 
and visible for miles around.

In 1754, when Achagavel was let by Archibald, 
3rd Duke of Argyll and Earl of Islay, to his 
kinsman, Lieutenant Colin Campbell, it was 
one of the richest agricultural settlements in 
the area. It supported a population of at least 
32, occupying 14 houses.  Today there is one 
holiday cottage, a few stray sheep and some 
grazing ponies.

Achagavel � rst appeared on record 280 
years earlier when, along with Drimnin, 
Doirenamairt and Barr, also in Morvern, it 
was given by the Lords  of the Isles to John 
MacLean of Lochbuie from whom it passed to 
the Campbells of Argyll who retained it until 
1826.

� e 1754 lease is still extant and what an 
interesting and enlightening document it is. 
It was penned by John Clerk, the Inveraray 
schoolmaster, and signed on October 25 by the 
Duke and Lieutenant Colin Campbell before a 
number of witnesses.

� e � rst item was con� rmation that Lt 
Campbell had taken oaths of allegiance to 
the Hanoverian monarchy and the Protestant 
succession before a Justice of the Peace for 
Argyll – an important undertaking as the 
Duke’s Morvern property was surrounded by 
fractious Camerons and Macleans loyal to the 
Stewart dynasty, who were more interested 
in ancient clan sentiment than agricultural 
reform and progress.

� e 19-year lease, which began on 
Whitsunday, included all houses, big-
gings  [outbuildings] yards, mosses [peat 
banks], meadows, grazings, sheilings, parts 
and pendicles  [everything connected with or 
forming part of lands conveyed] in the parish 
of Kilcolumcille in the Lordship of Morvern 
and Sheri� dom of Argyll.

� e exceptions were: mines, metals, min-
erals, coals, woods and � shings of all kinds. 
Given that for many years there had been 

a lead mine at Lurga, to the south-west of 
Achagavel, with the potential to produce fur-
ther quantities of ore, the reference to mines 
and minerals was wholly relevant. � e rent 
was £15.13. 4d, paid annually at Martinmas 
with the tenant accounting for the minister’s 
stipend, the schoolmaster’s salary, teinds [in 
Scotland, a tithe derived from the produce of 
the land for the maintenance of the clergy] 
and all other public burdens.

� e tenant was to take all his ‘grindable’ 
corn – seed and horse-corn excepted – to the 
mill assigned to Achagavel and to assist with 
transporting mill stones when needed. Vassals 
in feudal baronies throughout Scotland, were 
thirled to their local mill owned by the supe-
rior and were obliged to make a customary 
payment in kind known as ‘molltair’ – a Gaelic 
word meaning dues or a � ne.

� ere were three mills in the parish of 
Morvern. � e one closest to Achagavel was at 
Acharn, six miles down Glen Dubh. Although 
it was not on the Argyll estate, it is likely that 
an arrangement existed to carry corn there by 
pony and cart in preference to transporting 
it to Liddesdale and then by boat down Loch 
Sunart to the Duke’s mill at Bunavullin near 
Drimnin.

One year the dues made to the Acharn miller 
from the farmers of the White Glen, which 
runs parallel with Glen Dubh,  amounted to 
40 bolls, which equates to several thousand 
pounds in weight – further proof of the quality 
of the land and of the good husbandry there 
once was in Morvern. Today not a turf is 
turned other than to plant a tree.

Lt Campbell, his family and dependants 
were expressly forbidden to burn or make gre-
dan on any part of the farm under penalty of a 
� ne of 10 shillings in every case. Instead, they 
were to thresh and kiln-dry it in the same way 
as the Duke’s other tenants did in Lorn and 
Argyll. Gredan, sometimes written as gradan 
from the Gaelic word ‘grad’, meaning quick, 
was popular in the Highlands and Islands and 
lasted well into the 18th century because it 
gave more palatable bread and took no time to 
produce. It was made by taking a sheaf of oats 
and setting � re to it. As soon as the husk was 
burnt, the grain was beaten o� , gathered on a 
cloth and then transferred into a pot.

Grinding it was by hand using quern stones. 
� ey were usually made of gneiss in two 
elliptical slabs, the upper having a convex face 
that � tted the concave lower face. Graddaning, 
which included � ring a� er kiln-parching, was 

condemned by the Duke and other landown-
ers for wasting straw as it deprived livestock of 
bedding and fodder especially during the win-
ter when food was scarce. More importantly, 
perhaps, if corn was ground at home it meant 
the miller, and subsequently the landowner, 
were deprived of an income.

Other conditions imposed on the tenant 
were: the provision of two days a year free 
labour by a man and a horse for any work the 
Duke or his factor required, except at sowing 
and harvest time, and no more than six miles 
outwith the farm boundary. � ere was to be 
no sub-letting, and repairs and improvements 
to stone walls, houses, barns, byres, sheep 
fanks and kilns, were to be undertaken by 
skilled men at the tenant’s expense. 

� e main house was to be maintained and 
le�  in proper repair at the end of the lease. 
Trees and plantations were to be protected al-
though if the Duke’s wood-ranger in Morvern 

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern linesMull Theatre’s Lee Hendrick has written 
to The Oban Times revealing a chance 
discovery that has given new life to a 
historic garment.

Lee wrote: ‘I have just � nished 
costuming the Mull Theatre’s Electrifying 
Mr Johnston by Robert Dawson Scott.

‘The play is set in the 1940s. I arranged 
with Shirley Robinson, the wardrobe 
mistress at the Royal Lyceum in Edin-
burgh, to search their costume store.

‘I came across a coat with a note 
attached saying it had been donated 
by Caroline Daniels. The note said it 
had belonged to Lorna MacEchern, the 
secretary to the Duke of Buccleuch. She 
bought the coat in a shop in Campbel-
town and wore it for 50 years. It was 
perfect for the production.

‘On the opening night of the play at 
Mull Theatre on Friday February 8, in the 
after show discussion, I was invited by 
the director to tell the story of the coat.

‘Before the show started, I had emailed 
the address written on the original note 
to say that the coat was being worn by 
actor Beth Marshall in the scene where 
she portrays Queen Elizabeth, the Queen 
Mother. I was thrilled later that evening 
to discover that I had a reply. The coat 
had belonged to Caroline’s great-aunt 
Lorna. Caroline was moved by my email 
and said it was like getting a reply from a 
message in a bottle.

‘I sent Caroline a photo taken by Sarah 
Darling of Beth Marshall wearing the 
coat with actor Stephen Clyde playing 
Tom Johnston.’

 The show is touring until March 9. Go 
to http://www.comar.co.uk for remaining 
tour dates.

Mull Theatre gives 
new lease of life 
to historic coat

Beth Marshall and Stephen Clyde.
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

Reader Flora Leckie, from Cardross, went to the trouble of posting a series of fascinating 
photographs to us, including this one, with the explanatory note: ‘I have slides of cars 
being loaded on to Mull ferries at Oban from the 1960s. The wee Mini (known by the 
family as Aggie for obvious reasons) was the � rst Mini seen on Mull. I’m sorry I cannot 
identify any of the people although my father always watched the car being loaded 
before he boarded the vessel. We still travel to Mull regularly but it’s not such an exciting 
experience – or as reliable either!’

The classic view of the west end of town from Fort William Town Pier. Photo: Roamer archive.

An old Argyll farm lease

Achagavel and the ravine from which it takes its name. Photograph: Iain Thornber. Inset: Archiba-
ld, 3rd Duke of Argyll (1682-1761), who signed the Achagavel lease. Photograph and access to the 

archive by kind permission of His Grace the Duke of Argyll.

approved, the tenant was at liberty to cut some 
for the bene� t of the property.

Oak, ash and elm could only be felled by 
special licence. A � ne of 10 shillings a year for 
every goat kept or grazed on the farm would be 
imposed as they were so destructive to trees. 
No one under mala fama [old Scots for a report 
of bad behaviour, especially used in cases of 
church discipline], convicted thieves, or any-
one who had taken part in the 1745 Jacobite 
rising were to be employed,  entertained or 
given lodgings. Falling one year behind with 
the rent gave the Duke the right to reoccupy 
the farm and sell the tenant’s belongings as if 
the lease had never been granted.

Lt Campbell’s main residence was not at 
Achagavel but at Liddesdale which he also 

leased, on the shores of Loch Sunart. Here he 
occupied a large, two-storey house built about 
1730 by the Morvern Mining Company as 
a shipment point for the produce of the lead 
mines at Lurga, Glen Dubh. It still  stands, 
although roo� ess.

� e Argyll Papers at Inveraray Castle are 
the family and estate archive of the Campbell 
family, Dukes  of Argyll, and provide an 
unbroken record of nearly 800 years of the 
family’s fortunes from the 13th to the 21st 
century. � is outstanding archive re� ects 
the important role of the Campbell family in 
Scottish, British and international a� airs, as 
well as documenting the history of  the land-
scape of Argyll and its people. � e archive is 
open to the public by arrangement.
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YOUR PICTURES
Councillor is well placed to 
deliver for communities
I noted with interest Councillor Alastair 
Redman’s comments regarding gritting on 
Islay in � e Oban Times (February 7).

In his letter, he quite rightly states: ‘Our 
council must do all that it can to see that the 
more rural and isolated parts of Argyll are not 
provided with substandard service.’

I would suggest that as a serving member 
of the current administration Councillor 
Redman is best placed to use his in� uencing 
skills to ensure this happens.

And I hope that by now he has met his col-
leagues in the administration to discuss the 
situation and gain support for his proposal.

I fully support the view that all our commu-
nities across Argyll and Bute deserve the same 
level of service and, although I am a member of 
the opposition, in the spirit of working togeth-
er, I am more than happy to meet Councillor 
Redman to discuss any progress he has made.

Councillor Jim Lynch,
Oban South and � e Isles.

Uneconomic attempt to � ll 
the many potholes in roads
I realise that you are probably inundated with 
similar mails, but I think what I saw on the 
A82 at the tourist car park at Glencoe takes the 
biscuit, and certainly to me at least illustrates 
a complete waste of public money ‘box ticking’ 
on the appalling state of our roads.

I travel Glasgow/ Appin via the A82 on most 
weeks of the year. 

Driving south last week, I pointed out a very 
deep and dangerous pothole on the north-
bound carriageway just before a bridge on the 
hill down from the Glencoe tourist car park 
opposite the lost valley.

It was � lled about three weeks ago and is now, 
of course, empty and once again hazardous.

Almost on cue a few hundred yards further 
up the road opposite the tourist car park we 
saw a BEAR Scotland employee pouring a 
small bag of cold asphalt into another wa-
ter-� lled pothole.

What a waste of public money, especially in 
these times of cutbacks. I can only presume 
that the price of a bag of DIY asphalt is a fair 
exchange for yet another box ticked in the 
contractor’s contract.

I appreciate the articles � e Oban Times 

has historically run highlighting the state of 
our roads, but surely it makes little or no eco-
nomic sense to use Elastoplast when all that is 
required is proper stitching?

Steve Je� rey,
Belhaven Terrace, Glasgow.

SNP seems to forget that 
Brexit was democratic vote
I write with reference to MP Ian Blackford’s 

comments on Brexit.  He appears yet again to 
have forgotten the fact that Brexit is the result 
of a UK-wide democratic vote.

As far as I am aware, since the independ-
ence movement lost its referendum in 2014, 
Scotland is still within the UK, of which the 
Conservative government was likewise the 
result of a democratic vote, � eresa May being 
elected to take us out of the EU.

Mrs May did issue an invitation to all parties 
to discuss Brexit and its progression, but 
Nicola Sturgeon did not attend and Jeremy 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB 
or hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or in High Street, Fort William. 

� e continuing controversy over the issue of 
rubbish collections in Oban simply will not 
go away.

As we report this week, residents of 
Combie Court in the town are up in arms 
over Argyll and Bute Council’s failure to 
empty their communal bins.

As a result, the householders have been 
le�  with a mounting pile of rotting rubbish 
for what one of them said was more than a 
month.

� e matter poses a genuine public health 
concern, with justi� able fears of an in� ux of 
vermin scavenging the heaps of split-open 
black sacks.

� e local authority, for its part, says the 
lack of bins upli�  is the result of roadworks 
in the area which have prevented its � eet 
of bin lorries from being able to access the 
Combie Court homes.

However, repeated calls have been made to 
the council asking for someone to address 
the problem, though they appear to have 
fallen on deaf ears.

� is is frankly not good enough. It cannot 
be beyond the wit of someone at the council 
to organise an emergency visit by cleansing 
sta�  in a smaller vehicle to take away the 
growing piles of garbage.

People’s health and wellbeing may depend 
upon it.

Failure to empty 
bins is simply 
unacceptable

Dog owners should 
heed sheep warning
� ere have been a number of high-pro� le 
attacks on livestock by dogs, resulting 
in the deaths of numerous sheep across 
Argyll and the isles.

� e police and the National Farmers’ 
Union of Scotland are repeating their 
appeal for dog owners to control their 
animals at all times around livestock. We 
fully endorse that. 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
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Ged Nach eil duine measail 
air cìsean tha sinn ag aith-
neachadh gur ann tromhpa a 
tha seirbheisean poblach air 
am maoineachadh agus tha 
e iomchaidh gum biomaid a’ 
sùileachadh seirbheis a rèir 
na tha sinn a’ pàigheadh.

Ach aig amannan tha sinn 
air ar mealladh a thaobh 
nan còraichean a th’ againn 
agus bhuail sin gu làidir 
orm is mi a’ leughadh mar a 
tha Comhairle Mhoireabh a’ 
beachdachadh sia notaichean 
gach pàiste-sgoile iarraidh 
bho phàrantan ma choin-
neimh cosgais “luchd-loil-
iopop” a’ dìon chloinne a’ 
dol tarsainn shràidean is 
rathaidean air an slighe dhan 
sgoil. Chuir e fìor iongnadh 
orm � ìn nach eil uallach 
den t-seòrsa mar dhleastanas 
air comhairlean ged a tha e 
air a bhith mar chleachdadh 
feadh na dùthcha fad iomadh 
bliadhna. � a cuid sheirb-
heisean a tha ciallach agus 
riatanach ann an dùthaich 
adhartach shìobhalta sam 
bith agus chanainn gum 
bheil seirbheis “loiliopop” na 
dheagh eisimpleir.

Cha b’ iongnadh tàmailt 
dhan rìoghachd ma-thà a 
bhith a’ faicinn cosgais dìon 
ga iarraidh air pàrantan, agus 

nach leamh da-rìribh gum 
biodh fàsgadh an ionmhais 
phoblaich air tighinn gu 
ìre ‘s gum bheil sochairean 
sòisealta uile a’ dol air ais ann 
an saoghal a tha mas a fìor a’ 
dol air adhart! ‘S e masladh a 
bhios ann ma thachras seo!

Chan ann idir air sgàth ìre 
na cosgais, ged a dh’� aodadh 
sin a bhith na dhuilgheadas 
gu leòr air teaghlaichean 
meadhanach mòr aig nach 
eil cus teachd a-steach, ach 
gum bheil e na dhearbhadh 
cho cruaidh air mar a tha cor 
agus còraichean a’ mhòr-shl-
uaigh a’ cunntadh cho beag 
ann an rianachd na dùth-
cha.   Saoilidh mi gum bheil 
siostam rianachd na dùthcha 
air ìre dhuilich a ruigheachd 
nuair a tha milleanan gun 
chrìch gan cosg air rudan 
air nach tug an sluagh riamh 
beachd, gun ghuth air cead, 
agus goireasan sìobhalta 
coimhearsnachd gam bagairt 
ri linn gainnead airgid. 

Mar eisimpleir, agus a’ 
fàgail butarrais Bhrexit an 
dàrna taobh, tha an loidhne 
rèile HS2 dol a chosg fada 
a bharrachd air na bha 
dùil is gun ach cuibhreann 
beag de Bhreatann dol a 
bhuannachadh. Ged a tha 
rannsachadh � athast a’ dol 

air cionnas a chaidh pròiseact 
thramaichean Dhùn Èideann 
cho fada ceàrr a thaobh 
cosgais agus ùine togail tha 
comhairlichean sa bhaile sin 
ag iarraidh aonta milleanan 
mòra eile a chosg a’ sìneadh 
na loidhne astar beag gu 
ruige Lìte. Agus ann an òraid 
bhragail nochd Rùnaire 
Dìon na dùthcha, Gavin 
MacUilleam, rùn airgead 
mòr a chosg a’ leudachadh 
arm Bhreatann gus an dùtha-
ich seo a chumail an sàs ann 
an sìtheachadh an t-saoghail.

‘S iomadh sealladh a th’ air 
an t-saoghal ach gun teagamh 
‘s ann bho shuidheachadh 
bochdainn a tha am fear as 
dorra, agus bu mhath bar-
rachd luchd-poilitigs � aicinn 
air sràidean le “loiliopop” 
airson latha neo dhà, agus a’ 
� anais dhaoine a’ feitheamh 
sheirbheisean mheidigeach 
is eile!

Any move by local authorities 
to charge parents for school 
lollipop patrols would surely 
be an embarrassing abdica-
tion of responsibility for a 
long-standing inexpensive 
but important provision.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

Corbyn refused to attend unless he could be 
assured that there would be no ‘hard’ Brexit. 

Brexit concerning European relationships 
and trade is, in fact, outwith the remit of the 
Scottish Parliament, as are matters concerning 
foreign policy, a fact Mr Blackford’s party 
appears to have forgotten.

If Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP Mr Blackford 
and his colleagues are so deeply concerned 
about the wellbeing of Scotland, why are they 
not focusing their attentions on such internal 
Scottish matters as education, transport, 

police, NHS and health care? Instead, we see 
education standards drop ever lower, trains 
fail to run on time, roads are full of potholes 
and new ‘� agship’ hospitals are found to be 
disseminating infections caused by pigeon 
waste.  � eir election manifesto promised a 
freeze on council tax, but not only did this rise 
last year, we are facing another increase this 
year.

All these matters are within the remit of the 
Scottish Parliament, yet all are being studious-
ly ignored to make way for endless grievance 
manufacturing.

Joanna Godfrey,
Spean Bridge.

Rejecting the deal means 
voting for no-deal Brexit
I � nd it hard to understand the SNP thinking 
on Brexit. 

All SNP MPs voted to reject the United 
Kingdom government’s Brexit deal with the 
EU that many businesses in Scotland and 
businesses in the rest of the UK, including 
automobile manufactures, supported so busi-
nesses could plan and move forward rather 
than face the uncertainty of a no-deal Brexit 
the SNP says it does not want. 

If Scotland votes for independence, that 
automatically puts Scotland out of the EU. 

I attend auto industry events so I know a 
Brexit deal for the auto industry would be a lot 
better than no deal. 

All MPs of all parties need to understand 
voting against a Brexit deal automatically 
means they are voting for a no-deal Brexit. 

Auto manufacturers are choosing to invest in 
countries that support diesel as diesel engine 
manufacturing equipment is too expensive to 
scrap and replace with electric motors. 

� e auto industry in Europe and across the 
world is going through changes to electric 
vehicles but it is a very expensive process.

� e UK is not the only country su� ering 
the biggest downturn in sales of vehicles with 
petrol and diesel engines as the auto industry 
struggles to make electric cars at an a� ordable 
price. 

What the UK needs to fully focus on is sup-
porting new and existing auto manufactures 
and UK supply chains who choose the UK as 
the place to build, supply electric autos (e-cars 
and light vans). 

Robert McClymont,
Foyers Road, Kinlochleven.

This week’s photograph was sent in by 
John Gallacher, who said: ‘This I took 
on January 22 after a heavy snowfall 
at Glencruitten on the Oban Lorne RFC 
pitch looking at a winter wonderland.’



Tai Chi has returned to Taynuilt 
Sports Pavilion.

� e classes were scheduled to start 
on February 14 and will run until 
March 21.

Classes will take place on 
� ursday and there will be three 
time slots in order to suit those with 
commitments.

� e one-hour class will start at 
9.30am, 11am and 7.30pm.

Everyone is welcome.
Organisers simply ask for a do-

nation and proceeds go to the  cost 
of hiring the pavilion, with any 
extra going into a Taynuilt Healthy 
Village pot, and the community will 
get a say in how it is distributed.

� e Salen Show on Mull advertised a 
special general meeting taking place 
on Monday March 4.

� e meeting will start at 7.30pm in 
the Salen Hotel and there will be a 
vote on the resolution to adopt the 
society’s new constitution.

� is will be followed by a general 
meeting.

Kilmore 100 Club winners for 
January are I Stuart, and J Kemp for 
February.

Plans for a new development of 
seven ‘hybrid accommodation’ 
houses in Kilcreggan have been 
recommended for refusal by council 
planners.

Lucid Developments Ltd is seeking 
permission to build the new proper-
ties, along with a ‘community hub’ 
building, pathway, car parking and 
landscaping, on a hillside site near 
to the main B833 road through the 
village.

But a report by Argyll and Bute 
Council planning o�  cer Frazer 
McLeod advises that the authority’s 
planning, protective services and 
licensing committee should turn 
down the application.

 A writing group will meet on the 
last � ursday of each month in � e 
Rock� eld Centre.

� e � rst group will get together 
on February 28. Writers of all skill 
levels are invited to help  improve 
each other’s work with thoughtful 
critique.

‘� is is not a performance space, 
but a chance to see your work 
through others’ eyes,’ the descrip-

tion reads. ‘And o� er your own 
views on their work in return. � e 
group is member-led rather than 
tutor-led.

‘We’ll decide on a theme or phrase 
to inspire us ahead of the next meet 
up, then bring a � nished piece or 
work in progress along and spend 
the � rst part of the evening reading 
each other’s words.

‘We’ll follow this up with respect-
ful feedback and discussion. A 
cuppa and support will be on o� er 
throughout. Maybe even a biscuit 

or two.’ � is month’s theme is 
‘pathways’,  which can be interpret 
as people wish.

Entry is free, but donations to cov-
er refreshments and contribute to 
the ongoing work of � e Rock� eld 
Centre are encouraged.

 Members of Oban and District 
Classic Vehicle Club have donated 
£1,200 shared between Scotland’s 
Charity Air Ambulance and the 
Diabetes UK North Lorn Support 
Group.

Classic Vehicle Club chairman/

secretary Kevin Devine said: ‘� is 
is money which has been collected 
over the past year by club members 
at events attended by the club and 
from activities held within the club; 
hopefully local people will bene� t 
from our donations.’

 A family fundraiser is being 
held in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls tomorrow (February 22).

� e evening kicks o�  at 7.30pm 
and includes cash bingo, a ra�  e, 
tombola and auction. 

� ere will be performances by 
Oban High School Pipe Band and 
a ceilidh with MacAdam, Michael 
Garvin, Hector Mcfadyen and 
friends. Admission is free.

All proceeds will be split between 
Diabetes UK North Argyll Support 
Group and Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Fund (JDRF).    

Four Oban ladies are also under-
taking a sponsored swim, so far 
raising more than £1,500 for JDRF.

Donations for the sponsored 
swim can be made via one of the 
swimmers’ Just Giving page. To 
donate on Laura Mackay’s page visit 
https://bit.ly/2BHAidb

Helensburgh residents can � nd out 
about how the  Box the Hill House 
project is progressing thanks to 
a  number of community infor-
mation hubs which will be taking 
place while the National Trust 
for Scotland    build a protective 
‘box’ around the Mackintosh 
masterpiece.

� e onsite hub is open on: Saturday 
February 23 from 10am until noon. 
It will then open again at the same 
time on March 9, March 23, and 
April 6.

� e restored mansion with be-
spoke interiors designed by Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh is being covered 
with a unique steel mesh shelter, 
known as the box, to protect it from 
the elements and halt the impact 
of more than 100 years of water 
penetration.

Work started on site in November 
and the steel frame of the structure 
is now being erected. � e attraction 
is due to reopen in spring this year.
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Souper fundraiser for HIMD Festival

The hard working Highlands and 
Islands Music and Dance Festival 
committee was spreading some 
warmth on Saturday by hosting a 
soup lunch at Oban’s Congrega-
tional Church.

Visitors enjoyed a hearty meal, 
including a choice of more 
than 10 varieties of soup, crusty 
bread and cakes and bakes in 

abundance. A well-stocked ra�  e 
also took place while traditional 
background music entertained 
diners throughout, with all 
proceeds going towards the 
festival in May.

‘2019 is going to be our biggest 
year yet, with new venues, 
more than 1,100 participants, 
125 competition classes in 11 

disciplines and new fringe 
events to be announced,’ said 
chairwoman Breege Smyth.

This year’s event will take place 
from Friday May 3 to Sunday May 
5 inclusive.

The pre-Premier Highlands and 
Islands Dancing Competition 
will take place in Atlantis Leisure 
Centre on Saturday March 30.

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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At random

Worrying development
I was astonished to read last week that 
there have been 55 cases of cancer linked 
to a street in Dalmally next to its primary 
school.

Dalmally, as regular readers of � e Oban 
Times will know, is a village some 25 miles 
east of Oban where residents have been 
campaigning against a proliferation of 
electricity pylons.

� e small community is implacably 
opposed to new pylons being erected 
in the village and are � ghting to have a 
‘monster-size’ 70�  pylon removed from the 
proximity of their primary school before it 
‘fries children’s brains’.

It is di�  cult not to have sympathy with 
the villagers and their campaign. In this day 
and age, the option of putting electricity 
cables underground is very achievable, if 
perhaps a little more expensive.

As we reported last week, in the United 
States, pylons are banned from being built 
within three miles of schools. For good 
reason. We also reported that a British 
Medical Journal study linked children’s 
cancer cases to the proximity of pylons.

Why the power companies are so 
determined to build these pylons through 
the village is a mystery to me. � ey should 
underground the cables or have their pylons 
erected away from the village.

People’s health and wellbeing may depend 
on it.

Support the cinema
Oban is lucky indeed to have its Phoenix 
Cinema, a community-owned enterprise.

We reported last week that it has 
landed £28,000 in grants and a ‘substantial 
donation’ from an anonymous source 
to help it proceed with a programme of 
improvements and repairs. � ese include 
� xing the roof (always a good idea) which 
has been leaking for some time now and 
creating a new concession stand.

� e people behind the cinema work hard 
to make sure the town has such a vital 
amenity. � ey deserve widespread support 
so I would urge as many people as possible 
to support it as much as they can. A� er all, 
as the old saying goes, use it or lose it.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB, or call 01631 568021.

Friends of Oban Hospice held a 
fundraising event on behalf of 
the Dove Centre last Saturday 
at the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls and this took the format 
of a ‘Days Gone By - Ladies’ 
A� ernoon Tea Event’, with a full 
house in attendance.

Copious amounts of homebak-
ing, which included sandwiches, 
scones and cakes were available 
along with tea and co� ee, while 
background music was supplied 
throughout by George Noble, 
with a 20-minute celebrity spot 
taken up by � e Boogies, ably 
supported by Colin Felgate.

Special Friends Cocktails were 
on o� er later in the a� ernoon.

It was generally agreed that 
this was a wonderful a� ernoon’s 
entertainment where locals came 
together to enjoy each other’s 

company against a background 
of supporting a hugely worth-
while initiative.

Friends chairman Iain Mac 

Intyre, paid tribute to the 
committee, especially Karen 
Campbell who organised the 
event, thanking everyone for 
attending in such numbers.

Although a � nal � gure is yet to 
be determined, it is anticipated 
the event will have raised around 
£2,000 for the centre, which is 
further testimony to the generos-
ity of the local community.

Partying in the past at ladies’ day tea event

Colin Felgate and The 
Boogies entertained.

Committee members poured a 
great cuppa.

Friends of Oban 
Hospice committee 
members joined in the 
fun on ladies’ day.
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RSPB urges swift 
action to help 
endangered birds
RSPB Scotland is calling on homeowners 
and businesses to take steps to help 
save swifts, whose numbers have 
plummeted by more than half in 
Scotland in just 20 years.

In just a few months, swifts will be 
making their 6,000-mile journey here 
from Africa to bring up their chicks. But, 
for many, the chance to lay their eggs 
will be thwarted as our buildings are 
changing and their former homes under 
the eaves are gone.

These birds are now vanishing from 
our summer skies, with more than half 
gone from Scotland in two decades.

Swifts spend most of their lives on 
the wing and only land when it is time 
to nest. After � ying its nest for the � rst 
time, a young swift may spend two or 
three years in the air, eating, drinking, 
sleeping, bathing and even mating.

The swifts that nest in Scotland arrive 
here in late April or early May and spend 
just three months with us, soaring 
and swooping over rooftops catching 
insects to eat.

Modern buildings lack the nooks and 
crannies they need, and swifts are strug-
gling to � nd homes. There are special 
swift nest boxes available, and if home 
owners are having a building con-
structed or renovated, there’s also the 
option of the ‘swift brick’. This replaces 
a standard house brick and can easily be 
installed by a builder. Swift nest boxes 
and swift bricks can work especially well 
when put up in groups, as these birds 
like to be near other swifts.

Find out more at www.rspb.org.uk/
homes-for-swifts

Roadshow to explain 
lynx project in Argyll

Eurasian lynx could be reintroduced in Argyll. Photograph: Chris Godfrey

� e Lynx UK Trust has identi� ed three sites in 
Scotland that are suitable for  the reintroduc-
tion of Eurasian lynx.

Now that potential sites have been established, 
the trust will hold intensive consultations with 
local communities and businesses to discuss a 
trial period of reintroducing the species.

One of the suitable sites is the Kintyre 
peninsula region in Argyll and Bute, while 
the other two sites are in the Queen Elizabeth 
Forest Park and the Glen Feshie region, next 
to Cairngorms National Park.  � e trust is 
taking its case on a roadshow to these areas in 
the � rst week of March.

Trust chief scienti� c adviser Paul 
O’Donoghue, said: ‘We’ve spent about 18 
months looking at habitats across Scotland 
and talking to various   stakeholders about a 
trial reintroduction of lynx which will ulti-
mately lead to a  multiple-site application to 
Scottish Natural Heritage.’

� e trust said independent scienti� c 
research has shown that Scotland’s forests 
could sustain around 400 of the wild cats and 
this would bene� t the surrounding areas.

Mr O’Donoghue said: ‘� ere’s some fantastic 
habitat connectivity in Scotland making it pos-
sible for lynx to live all the way from Glasgow 
to Inverness and across to the Cairngorms if 
a trial reintroduction was successful, bringing 
huge positive change to rural communities 
across the Highlands.’

Ecologists believe that reintroduction could 
help control the abundance of deer in Scottish 
forests. Essentially, the reintroduction of 
lynx would become a new form of deer 
management.

However, these calls for reintroduction are 
not just for deer management. According to 
further research, if the lynx was reintroduced, 
there would be a regeneration of forest eco-
systems which would in turn bene� t all of the 
UK’s native wildlife.

In regard to why these particular locations 
were chosen, Mr O’Donoghue said  it was 
based on ecological factors, such as deer den-
sity and habitat suitability.

However, the reintroduction remains con-
troversial as farming unions are concerned 
that the cats would kill sheep. � e trust said 
those fears were despite studies showing sheep 
are a rare target for lynx.

Additionally, a lynx-related attack or death 
has never been recorded anywhere in the 
world.

Mr O’Donoghue said: ‘We certainly recognise 
the concerns that sheep farmers  have, though 
farming unions have repeatedly overstated the 
threat, even  claiming that lynx could threaten 
the food security of the entire UK.’

� e Lynx UK Trust will be o� ering local 
farmers a range of support and will provide 
full insurance against lynx predation in the 
highly unlikely chance sheep are harmed.

In addition to all the ecological advantages, 
there are also bene� ts for local communities. 
Reintroducing lynx will generate eco-tourism 
revenue and create new jobs in remote rural 
areas. 

� is is something that has already been 
proven in the Harz National Park in Germany.

To � nd out more, anyone is welcome to attend 
the drop-in sessions. � e � rst con� rmed dates 
are March 5 at Tarbert Village Hall, March 6 at 
Aberfoyle Community Centre in Perthshire, 
and March 7 at Kincraig Community Hall in 
the Highlands.
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LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 

Sunday February 24:
Ben Inverveigh, Bridge of Orchy
A small shapely hill, seen to 
advantage from the A82 N of Bridge 
of Orchy, makes an interesting 
walk with great views of its bigger 
neighbours.

Park next to the Bridge of Orchy 
Hotel at NN297395. Cross the river 
behind the hotel and follow the 
WHW to its high point at Mam 
Carraigh. 

Turn south and head up the 
hillside, gently at � rst then more 
steeply to a small summit at 546m. 
Continue along the ridge to the 
summit of Ben Inverveigh at 639m. 

Descend by the outward route 
(easy but longer) or alternatively, 
head SE steeply down the recently 
cleared area of forest to the track. 
Follow this NE back to Bridge of 
Orchy (shorter but rough going 
initially, with a fence to cross).

Distance: 12km or 10km; height to 
climb: 490m; map(s): LR50, EX377. 
Meet at Longsdale car park, Oban, at 
8.55am or Glencoe village car park 
at 9.25am for start of walk at 10am. 
Leader: Gerry Gilbert 07765 830203.

Thursday February 28:
Creag Tharsuinn and Carn Dearg, 
Glen Roy
A walk in upper Glen Roy, with a 
grand perspective on its ‘parallel 
roads’, and a gradual climb up beside 
the Burn of Agie past a series of 
waterfalls. It leads back over the 
rocky Creag Tharsuinn and the 
Corbett Carn Dearg.

Start 400m SW of Brae Roy Lodge 
at NN333911, where o� -road parking 
is available. Head NE past Glen Roy 
Lodge, turning E over the Turret 
Bridge. After 400m, cross the bridge 
over the River Roy and continue on 
the track to Annat. Beyond here the 
track dwindles to a path, crosses 
the Canal Burn and climbs gradually 
E over the slopes of Torr a’ Sonn, 
curving S to converge with the Burn 
of Agie. When the path crosses the 

burn, stay on the W side and follow 
the burn up past the Dog Falls and a 
con� uence for 1.2Km. At NN377891 
leave the burn and climb SW to the 
summit of Creag Tharsuinn, 719m. 
Descend WSW to a ring contour on a 
spur, 675m turning NW down across 
the col and past three lochans. 

Continue NW up easy slopes, 
curving SW to the summit of Carn 
Dearg, 834m. Descend NW then up 
Carn Bhrunachain. Head down WNW 
at � rst for 700m until beyond the 
head of a narrow wooded valley. 

Turn NE and descend the indistinct 
ridge on its W side to reach the Allt 
na Reinich. Follow the burn to the 
� oor of the glen and cross the River 
Roy on the bridge at NN330909. Turn 
NE on the road back to the start.

Distance: 14km; height to climb: 
670m; map(s): LR34, EX400. Meet at 
Fort William WM at 8.45am for start 
of walk at 9.30am. Leader:  Andrew 
Gilbert 07808 924722.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go out on the walk please contact 
club secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.

Saturday February 23:
Beinn Resipol, Loch Sunart 
Its isolated position makes Beinn 
Resipol a � ne viewpoint for the West 
Highland coast and islands.

This route covers some more of the 
high ground to the S of the Corbett 
rather than taking the usual direct 
descent.

Start opposite the Ben View 
Hotel on the public minor road at 
Ardnastang, NM800615. Head NE 
up the road, which soon becomes 
a track and then a footpath. Turn 
left onto the old miners’ track at 
NM813633 and follow it up NW to 
its highest point at NM797652. Head 
W from here to gain the E ridge of 
Beinn Resipol and follow this to the 
summit, 845m. 

Descend SW to the out� ow from 
Lochan Bac an Lochain and head 
south across undulating ground to 
Beinn an Albannaich, 572m.

Descend SE to a col at 391m and 
then SW to Ardery. Follow the track 
to the main road. Transport required 
at NM754616, seven mins from start.

 Distance: 14km; height to climb: 
911m. Suggested by Jane Olleren-
shaw; coordinated by Chris Tracey.

Trainees shortlisted for Lantra Learner of Year
� ree trainees from the west coast 
of Scotland have been shortlisted 
for Lantra  Scotland’s Land-based 
and Aquaculture Learner of 
the Year Awards, which will 
take place at the Doubletree by 
Hilton Dunblane Hydro Hotel on 
� ursday March 7.

Andrew Richardson, 25, from the 
Isle of Lewis, is doing an Erasmus 
Mundus  Joint Masters degree 
in aquaculture at the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science  at 
Dunbeg.

As well as excelling on his 
course, he was recently elected 
as one of only two National Co-
ordinators in Scotland for the 
European Aquaculture Society 
Student  Group, and is an active 
member of the Sustainable Oceans 
Alliance.

Andrew said: ‘I am very proud 
of what I have achieved in the 
past year. I would love  to get 
recognition also for the fantastic 

MSc programme within which I 
am enrolled.  Being able to show 
that through the prestigious Lantra 
Award would be incredible.’

Cameron MacLean, 19, from Islay, 
has done a Modern Apprenticeship 
in gamekeeping through North 
Highland College UHI, while 
working as a deer stalker  at 
Dunlossit Estate. He is currently 
doing an NC.

Cameron is very well thought 
of on the estate and is yet another 
great example of why the Modern 
Apprenticeship route works.

Cameron said: ‘I would really like 
to win this award because I feel it 
would give me the opportunity get 
my name out there and improve 
my chance of becoming employed 
as a full-time gamekeeper.’

Janis Brivkalns, 34, from 
Dunoon, has been doing a Modern 
Apprenticeship in aquaculture with 
� e Scottish Salmon Company 
through Inverness College UHI. 

His  work has been to an excellent 
standard and he is an inspiration to 
others. He has overcome many hur-
dles to become an established and 
valued member of the production 
team.

Janis said: ‘I am keen to learn 
more and hope this award may 
help me progress  within the 
company.’

Lantra Scotland is the sector skills 
council for land-based, aquaculture 
and environmental conservation 
industries, and the awards play 
a vital role in promoting  careers 
within the rural sector, celebrating 
the achievements of learners 
and highlighting the importance to 
employers of investing in skills.

MC and host for the evening will 
be well-known farmer and stand-
up comedian Jim Smith.

Tickets for the evening are availa-
ble from Lantra on 01738 310164 or 
scotland@lantra.co.uk. See www.
lantra.co.uk/Scotland/tickets.

Andrew Richardson from the Isle of Lewis, left, and Cameron MacLean from Islay.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Colonsay Book Festival line-up revealed
�e Colonsay Book Festival has announced 
an exciting line-up for this year’s event,  with 
award-winning writers and authors bringing 
stories from the heart and the edge of Scotland, 
writes Heather Graham.

�e annual Hebridean literary celebration 
will take place on Saturday and Sunday, April 
27 and 28, and has carved a unique niche 
in Scotland’s ever-expanding book festival 
calendar.

�e two-day event has been put together in 
its entirety by the island’s residents.

On Saturday, crime writer Ann Cleeves will 
be talking about her Shetland series, the last 
of which – Wild Fire – was published late last 
year, as well as her continuing series of Vera 
Stanhope novels.

Textile curator Clare Hunter will also be 
discussing the social, emotional and political 
signi�cance of sewing, followed by readings 
from Jen Had�eld. Tying in with the Shetland 

theme, ‘recovering’ journalist Tom Morton 
will hold an informal session about writing in 
Shetland on Sunday.

�e a�ernoon continues with Robin A 
Crawford reading from his book, Into the 
Peatlands, followed by author Sarah Maine, 
who will talk about the power of place.

A�erwards, father and son, James and Tom 
Morton, tell some entertaining short stories 
about Shetland. James, who was a Great British 
Bake O� �nalist, has written a cook book with 
his father, part memoir but mainly, in Tom’s 
words, a book about place and ‘a culture and 
community spirit that has been all but lost in 
the rest of the UK’.

�e festival will close with a glass of wine 
and more literary chat.

Visit www.colonsaybookfestival.org.uk

The 2017 Colonsay Book Festival 
welcomed a stellar line-up. 

*Offer subject to availability. Good for stays Friday-Saturday nights between 1 May 2019 and 30 September 
2019 at The Ugadale Hotel. Rate includes VAT and £3 per room night resort fee. Based on 2 people sharing 
one hotel room.

Wild
/wīld/  adjective

2009 2019

10TH ANNIVERSARY

1586 810 019  | MACHDUNES.COM

1. A natural state 
 “The stunning, wild dunes of Machrihanish make up the   
  world’s most natural golf course.”

2.  Attractive, exciting 
 “I’ve never played a course l ike Machrihanish Dunes   
  before—it’s a wild ride!” 

3.  Our Summer Weekend offer from £106 pp* 
 “Unlimited golf, soup & sandwich, mini whisky, and a luxury  
  stay in The Ugadale hotel - at a wild price!”
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Comedian to perform in Oban in 
both English and sign language

After a sell-out UK tour, Ray Bradshaw takes his critically 
acclaimed stand-up show Deaf Comedy Fam to Oban.

The two-time Scottish Comedian of the Year � nalist tells his 
stories in English as well as British Sign Language.

He will be at The View, Oban, on Friday May 3 from 8pm 
until 9.30pm.

Ray has many hilarious and eye-opening tales to share – 
including the time he learned that Santa wasn’t deaf.

He aims to make the world of comedy more accessible for 
deaf people – if only to ‘take the pressure o�  himself when it 
comes to making his parents laugh’.

Deaf Comedy Fam debuted at Glasgow International 
Comedy Festival, where it sold out, before heading to 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival for a critically-acclaimed, sold-out 
run.

Tickets can be purchased from www.obanview.com/
comedy

Oban art club supper dance

Members and friends of 
Oban Art Society held their 
annual supper party in the 
Lorn Resource Centre on 
Friday, February 15.

Food was supplied by the 
members, and music and 

entertainment was provided 
by the Arduaine irregulars.

The prize for the best 
valentine was won by 
Monika Smyth, with run-
ner up Margaret Whitton 
(pictured).
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Comic farmer brings 
show to Oban

Rising comedy star Jim Smith is bringing his latest show to 
Oban.

Jim has announced a new set of autumn dates for his 
sell-out Back to the Teuchter tour as the funny farmer brings 
tales of rural life to audiences across Scotland.

Following two sold-out Fringe shows and a BBC mocku-
mentary mini series, Jim is bringing back his blend of quirky 
characters, regional slang and perfectly pitched impressions 
that will impress both country folk and city dwellers.

His show in Oban will take place on Friday September 20 at 
8pm in the Corran Halls.

Tickets are available via seetickets (0844 873 7353) and are 
priced between £14 and £16.

Oban folk take author to their hearts

Author Jess Smith was 
sharing some love in Oban 
last week, along with some 
homemade tablet and a tra-
ditional Scottish blanket she 
had cra� ed herself.

� e Tinker’s Heart cam-
paigner spent Valentine’s Day 
in Made in Argyll where she 
signed copies of her books, 
sang some traditional songs 
and regaled members of the 
community with tales of her 
young life as a traveller.

Born in Aberfeldy Jess now 

lives in Crie�  but has strong 
ties in Argyll, her granny 
having been born in Luing 
and maternal relations pre-
vious to that having lived in 
caves near Benderloch.

‘I’m proud to be part of that 
family and Argyll will always 
hold a special place in my 
heart,’ she said.

Born into a Scottish traveller 
family, Jess lived with her seven 
sisters and parents in a single 
decker blue Bedford bus from 
the ages of � ve to 15. Now mar-

ried, with three adult children, 
she has long le�  her travelling 
days behind but admitted it 
took some time to settle into a 
permanent residence.

‘I was young when I got 
married and moved into my 
� rst house and it was quite a 
culture shock,’ she added.

‘I felt a� er being on the road 
in a small space for most of 
my life that a lot of the space 
in the house was unwanted 
and unneeded.

‘When I had the children I 

found it di�  cult to get into 
a routine so I used to give up 
on things like washing and 
cleaning, put them into the 
pram, disappear into a � eld, 
put a blanket down and spend 
most of our time outside.’

In 2014 Jess, now a 
great-grandmother, launched 
a campaign to have the 
Tinker’s Heart near Loch 
Fyne recognised as a national 
monument worth protecting, 
a mission completed in 
June 2015 when the site was 
added to the Schedule of 
Monuments.

Last � ursday’s appearance 
drew quite a gathering inside 
the local cra�  outlet with 
Oban residents Margaret 
Martin and Marie Archer two 
of the many who turned out 
to make the author welcome.

‘Jess is so much more than 
a writer,’ said Margaret, ‘she’s 
just amazing.

‘I have read all of her books 
and they really give you a 
good insight into the life of 
travelling people.’

As of 2018, Jess has pub-
lished six books, including 
an autobiographical trilogy 
recalling her own childhood 
experiences, and a booklet 
on Traveller Dialects (with 
co-author Robert Dawson).

Oban ladies Marie Archer, left, and Margaret Martin enjoyed hearing about some of Jess 
Smith’s travelling tales.

The Oban Times and Lochaber Times Bonnie Babies 2019 competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after June 13th, 2015. Only one entry per child. By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent 
to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times, Lochaber Times Bonnie Babies features in the paper and online and in any other related competition promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you should not enter the competition. 
Poor quality photographs will not be accepted as an entry.  By sending us your photograph you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd has the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting Wyvex Media Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take 
part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.
We care about your personal information The information gathered on the entry form will be used by us to contact you regarding the competition & the photo and name to enter you into the competition. We may also email you at the close of the competition.
We will not pass on any of the information supplied by you in the entry form to any third party Wyvex Media would like to send you information on offers and promotions.

ENTER ONLINE 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies

Vote for your favourite! 
Readers will have the important job of 
voting for their favourite kiddy-winks in the 
supplement. We will then break it down to 
four further rounds of top 50, 30, 20 and 
finally top 10. From the top 10, the baby with 
the most votes will be crowned The Oban 
Times’ Bonniest Baby 2019. Good luck!  

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2019 Supplement
After you enter your child, look out for our 
fabulous Bonnie Babies 2019 supple-
ment in the 4th April edition of The Oban 
Times and Lochaber Times – a lovely 
little keepsake you can use to embarrass 
your children when they are older!

How to enter
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies 2019 competition is open to 
babies and toddlers born on or after June 13th 
2015. Look out the most adorable photo of your 
gorgeous little one and enter online by visiting 
www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. The clos-
ing date for entries is noon on 25th March 2019.

The closing date for entries is 
midnight, March 25, 2019.

WIN
£500

After being blown away by the record num-
ber of entries last year, we are delighted to 
announce that Bonnie babies is back!  To be 
in with a chance to show off your wee bundle 
of joy to our readers and have the chance to 
win our £500 first prize, make sure you send 
in your cutest picture by 25th March 2019.
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BBC.CO.UK/ALBA  |  BBC.CO.UK/ IPLAYER
Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 21 AN GEARRAN
THURSDAY 21 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  O Mo Dhùthaich (rpt) 
19.25 Binneas – Na Trads (Malinky) 
(rpt)   
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa 
21.00 Sgiobair nan Taighean-solais (rpt) 
22.00 Ceathrar air Chuairt (rpt) 
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Sìde nan Seachd Sian  
23.20 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.25  Mach a Seo (rpt)

DIHAOINE 22 AN GEARRAN
FRIDAY 22 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt) 
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25  Fraochy Bay (rpt) 
19.30 Fianais (rpt) 
20.00 Ceòlraidh (rpt)
20.25 An Lot S3 (rpt)
21.00 Famous Five (rpt)
22.00 Corp agus Anam (rpt)
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)
23.00 ALT (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 23 AN GEARRAN
SATURDAY 23 FEBRUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17.45 An Là – News  
18.00 Prògram Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.55 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)

19.25 Machair (rpt) 
19.50 ÙR | NEW: Women’s Six Nations – 
France v Scotland  
21.45 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt) 
21.55 ÙR | NEW:  ALT 
23.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
Hearts v St Mirren 

DIDÒMHNAICH 24 AN GEARRAN
SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.15 An Là – News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.00 Eòrpa (rpt) 
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie S5 (rpt)
21.45 Sgeul Slàinte (rpt)
22.00 ALT (rpt)
23.00 Corp agus Anam (rpt)
23.50 Dhan Uisge (Loch Mhisteam) (rpt)

DILUAIN 25 AN GEARRAN
MONDAY 25 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Puirt-adhair (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: An Lot S3
21.00 ÙR | NEW:  Trusadh – Eric R. Cregeen – 
Thachair Sruth ri Steall 
22.00 Iùl a’ Chiùil – An Ceòl (rpt) 
22.30 Talamh Torrach (rpt)
23.30 Ceathrar air Chuairt (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 26 AN GEARRAN
TUESDAY 26 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)
19.30 An Là – News 
19.40 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Championship – 
Ross County v Ayr United  
21.45 ÙR | NEW:  DIY le Donnie S5 
22.30 Trusadh – Eric R. Cregeen – Thachair 
Sruth ri Steall (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 27 AN GEARRAN
WEDNESDAY 27 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Puirt-adhair (rpt) 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Leugh Mi 
21.00 Famous Five (rpt) 
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Scottish Premiership – St 
Johnstone v Hibernian 

DIARDAOIN 28 AN GEARRAN
THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  Turas a’ Bhradain (rpt)  
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00  An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW:  Eòrpa 
21.00 Sùlaisgeir: an t-Sealg (rpt) 
22.00 Ceathrar air Chuairt (rpt) 
22.30 ÙR | NEW:  Sìde nan Seachd Sian  
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Firth of Forth) (rpt)
23.30  Iùl a’ Chiùil – An Ceòl (rpt)

Paper Machine Music 
marks album launch 
with Fort William gig
A Fort William-based indie 
musician is celebrating the 
launch of his latest album 
with a special gig in the 
Lochaber town.

Paper Machine Music is 
the musical brainchild of 
Rob McKinlay, formerly of 
Glasgow band Viva Stereo, 
and has just release a new 
10-track album. McKinlay, 
who has lived in Fort William 
for three and a half years, re-
corded most of the album in 
his own home studio in Fort 
William and the other songs 
at Chem 19 in Glasgow.

He said: ‘� e album is a 
re� ection of what happens to 
a middle-aged man when he 
accepts his lot, letting go of 
what he thought he needed 
and reveling in what he has. 
All to the sound of a room full 
of guitars and a beat to crap 
drum kit.’

Glimpse by Paper Machine 
Music is the newest release 
from MuchBetter Records, 
viva018.

With support from former 

Bloodlines frontman and 
Fort William musician Jamie 
Coltart and Bristol-based 
Glaswegian Lonely Tourist, 
Paper Machine Music is play-
ing at Roobarb, Fort William 

on Friday March 1. � ere are 
also dates in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh.

For further information 
please contact: paperma-
chinemusic@gmail.com

Debut novel brings humour 
and adventure to Argyll

Set near Bridge of Orchy, 
and featuring parts of Oban, 
William Nicoll’s debut novel 
highlights the author’s a� ec-
tion for the west of Scotland.

En Canot and the Accidental 
Artist tells the tale of a long, 
lost Cubist painting which 
was looted by the Nazis and 
has not been seen since its ap-
peared in Hitler’s Degenerate 
Art Exhibition in 1937.

� is element is true – the 
painting is real – in fact it 
appeared on the BBC’s Fake 
or Fortune series last autumn 
which showed a black and 
white � lm of the exhibition.

Nicoll’s imagination then 
transports the painting to 
Russia where a plan is hatched 

to smuggle it to Scotland. 
With a smattering of eccentric 
aristocrats, an overweight 
Chinese oligarch and a schem-
ing Russian with a devious 
mind – what could possibly go 
wrong?

But then Ranald Milngavie, 
a hapless Glaswegian artist, 
stumbles into the scam and 
suddenly the best laid plans...

Originally from Aberdeen, 
where he went to university, 
Nicoll spent almost a decade 
working on the west coast; 
� rstly Ayrshire and latterly 
Glasgow before his job as a 
chartered surveyor took him 
south.

He now lives in Hampshire 
with his half Scottish wife and 
their two children. He wrote 
his book while commuting on 
the train to and from London 
where he currently works as a 
director with Savills.

Since leaving Scotland,  
however, he has returned 
every year for a family holiday 
in Argyll.

He said:  ‘I wanted to write 
a light-hearted and amusing 
adventure and it just seemed 
a natural � t to set this on the 
west coast of Scotland.

‘Not only is it easier to write 
about an area which I know, 
but Scotland has a great legacy 
in the arts, both visual and 

written. It’s a wonderful, 
romantic country and 
Argyllshire with towering 
mountains, clear lochs and 
wonderful scenery is the 
perfect back drop for my 
Highland tale.

‘Whatever becomes of my 
book the one thing I am 
convinced about is that I 
could not have picked a better 
setting.’

� e part of the book set in 
Oban relates to one of the 
central characters – Lieu 
Chang –  who arrives in Oban  
Bay on a super yacht.

Nicoll also painted the cover 
of his book.

El Canot and the Accidental 
Artist is currently available at 
Waterstones in Oban.

Author of En Canot and the 
Accidental Artist, William 
Nicoll.
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 
Slimming World
Salvation Army Hall, Fort William 
3.00pm, 5.00pm & 7.00pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803
Netherlorn Piping Society Recital 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls ,7.30pm
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church Hall
10am - 11.30am
Fiddler on the Roof 
The Corran Halls , 7.30pm
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
The Chunks, Open till 2am
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar 
From 9pm , Free Entry 

Fiddler on the Roof 
The Corran Halls , 7.30pm
SATURDAY 23RD FEBRUARY
parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban, 9.30am
Fiddler on the Roof 
The Corran Halls , 7.30pm
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
Disco by Dave 
Open till 2am
Master Builders Lego Club
The Rock�eld Centre
10.00am - 12 noon
Entertainment @ The Lorne Bar 
From 9pm , Free Entry 
SUNDAY 24TH FEBRUARY
Entertainment @ Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 

Oban Bach Choir and Orchestra 
Concert
St. John's Cathedral
3.30pm
MONDAY 25TH FEBRUARY 
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
Oban & Lorn Tourism Alliance 
Open Evening 
Oban Distillery
7.30pm
WEDNESDAY 27TH FEBRUARY   
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

In partnership with Oban Town Diary BID4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk  
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see 
www.obanphoenix.com for more details
SATURDAY 23
11:30 BUMBLEBEE PG 
11:30/14:00/16:15 HOW TO TRAIN YOUR  
 DRAGON 3 PG
13:45/16:15 THE LEGO MOVIE 2:  U
18:30 COLETTE  15
18:45 GREEN BOOK  12A
21:00 THE MULE  15
21:30 MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS 15

SUNDAY 24
11:15 THE LEGO MOVIE 2 U
12:30/17:00      HOW TO TRAIN YOUR   
 DRAGON 3  PG
15:00 MONTLY MUSICAL:  
 7 BRIDES FOR 7 BROTHERS  U 
15:45 COLETTE  15
18:15 MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS  15
19:30 GREEN BOOK  12A

MONDAY 25
13:30/20:45 THE MULE  15
16:00/18:15 HOW TO TRAIN YOUR   
 DRAGON 3  PG
16:00 THE LEGO MOVIE 2 U
18:15 MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS  15

20:30 GREEN BOOK  12A

TUESDAY 26
13:15/18.15 MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS  15
16:00/18:15  HOW TO TRAIN YOUR   
 DRAGON 3  PG
16:00                  THE LEGO MOVIE 2:  U
20:30 GREEN BOOK  12A
20:45 THE MULE  15

WEDNESDAY 27
13:30/16:00   THE LEGO MOVIE 2: U
16:00/18:15 HOW TO TRAIN YOUR   
 DRAGON 3 PG
18.15 MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS  15
20:30 GREEN BOOK  12A
20:45 THE MULE  15

THURSDAY 28
13:30/16:00/18:15 HOW TO TRAIN YOUR   
 DRAGON 3 PG
16:00 THE LEGO MOVIE 2 U
18.15 MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS  15
20:30 GREEN BOOK  12A
20:45 THE MULE  15

Farcical fun from 
Luing am dram
Luing Amateur Dramatic 
Society (LADS) is present-
ing Don’t get your Vicars in 
a Twist at Cullipool Hall on 
Friday, February 22 at 7pm 
and Saturday, February  23 
at 2pm and 7pm.

Directed by 21-year-old 
Hazel Cruickshanks, Vicars 
is a fast-moving comedy 
farce full of fun, frolics, lots 
of doors and a cast of 11.

Cruickshanks,  who 
directed LADS’s very suc-
cessful production of The 
Great British Bump Off last 
year, said: ‘We’re all set for 
our first performance.’

Written by Ann 
Gawthorpe and Lesley 
Brown Don’t get your 
Vicars in a Twist is set in 
Kingsford Vicarage where 
Church Warden George, 
played by Gregor Shuff, 
rents out the vicarage for a 
murder mystery weekend 
when the vicar is away in 
order to raise some cash for 
his daughter’s wedding

James Williams, a second 
church warden, reluctantly 
becomes  embroiled in 
the weekend, and ends up 
impersonating the vicar 
when the Bishop makes an 
unexpected visit.

Innes McQeen plays 
‘Dickie the Luvvy’ proprie-
tor of a theatrical company 
specialising in murder 
mystery weekends, and 
has to cope with guests 
who don’t realise they are 
attending a murder mystery 
weekend, actors who find 
it hard to remain sober, 
and ends up having to play 
Lady Lavinia’s maid himself 
when some of his actors 
don’t turn up.

‘You won’t be able to 
stop laughing at the twists 
and turns and misun-
derstandings of events at 
Kingsford Vicarage,’ added 
Cruickshanks.

‘The backstage team has 
also done an amazing job 
with the stage set as the 
entire play takes place in 
the hallway of the vicarage 
which has five doors and a 

James Williams playing Alan, a church warden, with 
Helen Finney (kneeling) playing Maddie, and Pam Baker 
(standing) both weekend guests at the vicarage where the 
murder mystery is being held.

What the actors put themselves through for their art. 

‘Our small cast 
have risen to 
the challenge of 
delivering so many 
quick-�re one-liners 
and have brought 
the play alive’

stair case.’
Tickets can be purchased 

from Luing Stores or 
contact Mary at Mary.whit-
more@btinternet.com

YOURSTORY
share with us: editor@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01631 568000
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Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
1300 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.

Crossword
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Across

7 Bird who takes a shot (6)

8 Basket-maker (6)

9 Exercise beam (1-3)

10 Reason for a flat (8)

11 One which soaks up (7)

13 Trimmer (5)

15 Start (5)

17 To be done before printing newspaper text 
(7)

20 Slowly get rid of (5,3)

21 Baking place (4)

23 One in a weapon (6)

24 Tentacle (6)

Down

1 Turning point? (4)

2 Ghost (6)

3 One of a few siblings born together (7)

4 Turned (5)

5 Chanted word (6)

6 Timid (8)

12 Great period of time (4,4)

14 Bewilder (7)

16 Simply (6)

18 French missile (6)

19 Onward in time (5)

22 Unceasingly (4)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Glasgow Letter
ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

A great night at the 
Mull and Iona
What a pleasure it was 
to attend the Mull and 
Iona Association Annual 
Gathering last Saturday 
evening.

� e concert began with 
a performance by the in-
ter-generational Mull and 
Iona pipers, followed by a 
welcome from the association 
president, Ross B. Wilson.

Arthur Cormack, Mary 
Catherine MacLean, Janet 
Campbell, and Fiona Ross 
were all on � ne singing form; 
and Niall Kirkpatrick (who 
was featuring on Take the 
Floor whilst on stage) played 
a selection of great tunes on 
the box.

While I would � nd it very 
di�  cult to pick a highlight, 
I would make particular 
mention of Janet Campbell’s 
performance of Calve Island 
– a beautiful song written 
by Duncan MacGilp, Mòd 
Gold Medalist in 1982 from 
Tobermory, who sadly passed 
away recently, and who was 
greatly respected by all who 
knew him as a true island 
gentleman.

� e evening was steered 
expertly by Riona Whyte 
and the � nal vote of thanks 
was conducted by Neil 
MacGillivray. Beinn Lee then 
took over for the dance and 
had the whole hall on its feet 
until the wee small hours.

Glasgow Skye tattie 
and herring night
Another nice event this week-
end will be the Glasgow Skye 

Association’s annual Buntata 
’s Sgadan Supper in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street.

I know from experience that 
this is always a tremendous 
evening – what can be better 
for Highlanders in Glasgow, 
a� er all, than a wee cèilidh 
while feasting on tatties and 
herring?!

� e night begins at 7.30pm.

Clydebank ceilidh 
cancellation
Unfortunately, due to adverse 
weather conditions, the 
Clydebank ceilidh due to 
be held on February 8 was 
cancelled. � e association 
apologises to all its patrons 
for the inconvenience and 
hopes to see them all on 
Friday March 8.

Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir  concert
Last year was a huge year 
for the Glasgow Islay Gaelic 
Choir. � ey appeared on 
stage with Runrig for � e Last 
Dance in Stirling and they 
released an album entitled 
Tribute 2 Runrig which was a 
series of live recordings taken 
at their concert of the same 
name earlier in the year.

It looks like 2019 is going 
to get o�  to a great start 
for the choir, too, as they 
prepare for their 75th anni-
versary concert in Westerton 
Hall, Bearsden, this Friday 
February 22.

� e choir will perform 
songs from the album and 
will be joined by Gordon 
Gillies as the chairperson for 
the evening and special guest, 

COMMUNITY  
NOTICEBOARD

CONCERT - SUNDAY  FEBRUARY 24th 2019 at 3.30 pm
ST. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL, OBAN

OBAN BACH CHOIR AND ORCHESTRA 
Mozart: Symphony no. 29 in A     Samuel Wesley: Two Motets

Cimarosa: Concerto for Two Flutes
Boyce: Symphony no. 8 in D minor

Bach: Jesu, joy of man’s desiring
Derek McLeish and Donna Kirkhope � utes

John Marsden organ     Conductor: Norman Nicholson
SEAT WITH PROGRAMME

(OBTAINABLE AT THE DOOR) £8-00     CONCESSIONS £7-00

Lorn Vintage Ploughing Match
Presents

Slide Show by 
R. MacCulloch

Friday 1st March
North Connel Village Hall, 7.30pm

Entry by donation
Teas/Ra�  e

The young members of the Mull and Iona Pipers stole the 
show on Saturday night. Back Row (left to right): Peter 
MacInnes, Iain MacCallum, Neil MacCallum, Kyle Orr, 
Iain "Bu� y" Donaldson. Front Row (left to right): Logie 
Johnston (whose brother Archie Johnston also joined the 
band for the second half), and Innes MacCallum.

Charles MacLeod. Tickets are 
£8 and available from choir 
members, at the door, or from 
www.eventbrite.com

Children under 16 get in 
free. � e concert begins at 
7.30pm.

What’s on
Friday February 22: 
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir 
75th anniversary concert in 
Westerton Hall, Bearsden, at 
7.30pm.
Saturday February 23: 
Glasgow Skye Buntata ’s 

Sgadan Supper in Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street, at 7.30pm.
Wednesday February 27: 
Cèilidh Comunn Oiseanach 
at 8pm in the GUU.
� ursday February 28: 
Mòd Ghlaschu Cèilidh at 
7.30pm in the Oran Mòr.
Saturday March 02: 
� e Glasgow Islay 
Association annual gathering 
concert at 7.30pm in the 
GUU and dance therea� er at 
10.30pm.
Saturday March 09: 
Gaelictronica in the CCA, 
Sauchiehall Street, at 7.30pm.

Interested in tourism and hospitality 
in Oban and Lorn?

Come along to our 
OPEN EVENING
Mon, 25 February, 7.30pm. 

Oban Distillery

Oban & Lorn Tourism 
Alliance Ltd



MacLeod Construction is 
now working on its largest 
community project to date 
with 300 much-needed 
new homes at Dunbeg and 
creating equally-welcome 
new jobs.

� e o�  cial title for this 
project is � e Dunbeg 
Development Corridor, 
Phase 3 which is 300 new 
properties in partnership 
with Link Group Ltd and 
West Highland Housing 
Association.

� e mix of properties 
include 1,2,3 & 4 bed � ats & 
houses.

Work o�  cially began on 
January 21 with the o�  cial 
sod-cutting ceremony 
where Kenny MacLeod (Snr) 
represented the company 
which he founded with his 
twin brother, the late Murdo 
MacLeod. 

‘For everyone here at 
MacLeod Construction this 
represents regeneration of 
the area, with a� ordable, 
sustainable and economical 
housing,’ said Kenny 
MacLeod (Jnr). ‘� e 
project will help grow the 
population of the Oban area 
and create employment and 
careers to allow families 
to settle and thrive in the 
local community.  We at 
MacLeods will be hiring a 
wide range of skilled and 
unskilled workers and will 
create a lot of employment 
for local people including 
apprenticeships in joinery, 
roo� ng, bricklaying and 
other construction trades.’

Scottish housing minister 

Kevin Stewart MSP was at 
the sod cutting ceremony. 
He said: ‘We want rural 
communities to thrive and 
I know that this investment 
will make a real di� erence, 
not just by providing 

more homes, but also by 
supporting the economic 
regeneration of the area.

� e Dunbeg corridor is 
seen as key to the growth of 
the Oban area; more homes 
are planned in the future 
and, when linked with the 
traditional village base and 
existing enterprises such as 
the Dunsta� nage Marina, 
Scottish Association for 
Marine Science and 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands and European 
Marine Science Park, the 
whole area looks set to thrive 
in years to come.

Councillor Elaine 
Robertson, who chairs the 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee, said: ‘� is 
development will be a huge 

asset when it’s completed, 
bringing much needed, high-
quality, a� ordable homes 
to families. It will help to 
put Dunbeg on the map as 
a sought-a� er location, and 

will hopefully encourage 
people to live, work and visit 
this beautiful area.’

MacLeod Construction Ltd 
will be at the heart of this, 
doing what it has always 

done best – building homes 
and places to work; growing 
and training its workforce 
and creating social and 
economic prosperity for the 
community.
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New homes, new jobs. . . 
developing Dunbeg with 
MacLeod Construction Ltd

Just what the 
community and 
local economy 

needs right now

Kenny MacLeod Snr, far right at the sod cutting 
ceremony with, Kevin Stewart MSP, housing minister; 
Jon Turner  and Ross Martin, chief executive and chair 

of Link Group Limited; Councillor Elaine Robertson, 
Dougie Mackie, West Highland Housing Association;, 

Matt Mulderrig Argyll and Bute Council and Linda 
Robb Dunbeg Community Council.

Kenny MacLeod (Jnr), Neil Sagewood, 
Derek Black, Neil Gillies.

Jobs and skills You can be a part of 
this success story. 

MacLeods Construction Ltd will be hiring 
and training: site supervisors, bricklayers, 
plumbers, tapers, painters and decorators, 
sca� olders, all types of joiners, electricians, 
roof tilers, and telehander operators.  The 
� rm is keen to emphasise that it welcomes 
local people to bene� t from these jobs.
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Call: 
07506 702943

Email: 
wanted4x4s
@gmail.com

WANTED
4X4 VEHICLES

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
TIDY LOW MILEAGE 

LANDROVER 
DEFENDERS 

TOYOTA HILUXS 
LANDCRUISERS
Also all single and 

double cab pickups 
tidy or rough 

Any Age or Condition

Experienced supplier 
to leading estates, farms, 

crofts & smallholdings

Specialist equine service 
to competition & racing yards, 
riding schools & private stables

Guaranteed top quality • competitive prices • prompt delivery • full & part loads

HAY   u   STRAW   u   HAYLAGE

DAVID CAMERON Agricultural Merchant (est. 1975)  07979 816211 / 01360 660323  

SPECIALITY - SMALL BALES OF HAY  
BEST QUALITY EVER  •  HEAVY BALES  •  DELIVERED AT LOW COST

SHAVINGS   u      SAWDUST

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

†Price shown is an Isuzu D-Max Utah Double Cab CVOTR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration 
fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply.

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the 
Isuzu D-Max range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact your 
local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

S & S Services Isuzu  01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

ISUZU D-MAX UTAH FROM

£25,669
CVOTR

†

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX

IT JUST WORKS
IN ALL CONDITIONS

BOOK A TEST 
DRIVE TODAY

20298 Isuzu Winter Dealer Utah PP HP Ad_2.indd   1 10/12/2018   14:31

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

NFUS’ immigration policy priorities laid 
out to politicians at Westminster
NFU Scotland’s horticulture 
working group chairman 
James Porter has appeared 
in front of an in� uential 
committee of MPs in 
Westminster to give evidence 
on the UK Government’s 
Immigration and Social 
Security Coordination (EU 
Withdrawal) Bill.

� e Bill will repeal free 
movement a� er the UK leaves 
the EU and will set up the 
framework on which the UK 
Government will create a 
new immigration policy a� er 
Brexit.

� e committee is scruti-

nising the Bill line-by-line, 
o� ering NFU Scotland an 
opportunity to put on the 
parliamentary record its de-
sire for any new immigration 
system to ensure workers 
from the EU and outside the 
EU can still come to the UK 
to take up posts in seasonal 
and permanent positions.

Since the vote to leave 
the EU became clear, NFU 
Scotland has consistently 
campaigned on the agricul-
tural industry and entire 
food and drink supply chain’s 
reliance on non-UK workers.

Giving evidence to MPs on 
� ursday February 14, Mr 
Porter outlined that in the last 

year alone, many businesses 
had faced seasonal worker 
shortages of up to 15 per cent. 

Many so�  fruit and � eld 
vegetable businesses across 
Scotland will employ hun-
dreds of non-UK nationals 
to undertake seasonal work, 
with a large proportion 
returning year-on-year to 
undertake skilled husbandry, 
picking and packing work, as 
well as other roles.

He also set out that while 
shortages within the hor-
ticultural sector had been 
particularly stark, there were 
concerns right across the 
industry, with virtually no 
sector of Scottish agriculture 

not relying on non-UK 
workers for either primary 
production or further along 
the chain.

NFU Scotland currently has 
four key priorities:

 In the immediate term, 
the UK Government must 
scale up the quota of non-
EU nationals that are being 
allowed to take up seasonal 
posts for a trial period in 
2019 and 2020 under the pilot 
seasonal agricultural workers 
scheme. 

Currently the scheme will 
allow 2,500 non-EU nation-
als to take up posts while 
freedom of movement is 
still in operation during the 
Brexit transition. 

However, based on pro-
jected shortages within the 
industry, it is understood 
that 10,000 non-EU nationals 
will be needed within the 
sector in 2019. 

 � e UK Government 
must clarify the status of EU 
nationals in the event of a 
no-deal Brexit. 

Advice from the govern-
ment suggests that in the 
event of no-deal, EU nation-
als will still be able to come 
to the UK for a three-month 

period, following which they 
will need to apply for an ex-
tension of up to three years. 

� is is causing EU na-
tionals considering roles in 
the UK, as well as Scottish 
employers, a huge amount of 
uncertainty. 

NFU Scotland is calling on 
the government extends the 
period to 12 months.

 � e UK Government 
is currently consulting on 
a new immigration system 
which will allow ‘low skilled’ 
workers to come to the UK 
to take up posts for up to one 
year, immediately followed 
by a 12-month ‘cooling o� ’ 
period. 

It is NFU Scotland’s 
position that for members 
who employ workers, this 
proposal would be totally 
unworkable and a disincen-
tive to employing sta�  and 
training them up, only for 
them to have to leave a� er the 
initial 12 months. 

Any new immigration sys-
tem must allow individuals 
to take up posts and upskill 
in those posts, with a view to 
staying on for a longer period 
or permanently.

 � e UK Government is 

NFU Scotland’s James Porter giving evidence to the 
parliamentary Bill Committee

INDESPENSION HEAVY DUTY PLANT TRAILER

£900 o.n.o. 
no vat

Tel 07836 323775 (Appin)
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TRACTORS
New style Zetor Major 80 ........................................................................................£29500
13 reg Zetor Proxima 90 ...........................................................................................£23500
16 reg Zetor Proxima CL100 ....................................................................................£29500
09 reg Hurlimann XA86 ........................................................................................... £25000
04 reg Hurlimann XT95, loader .............................................................................. £18700
09 reg Deutz Agrofarm 420, loader ......................................................................£28500
04 reg SAME Silver 105, 6 cyl .................................................................................. £18700
02 reg MF 4345, loader ............................................................................................. £19500
05 reg MF 5455, loader ............................................................................................ £25000
10 reg Claas Axos 340 ...............................................................................................£27500
Solis RX50 3year old .................................................................................................... £7800
02 reg Zetor 5341 super with loader ....................................................................£15000
11 reg Steyr 4095 ....................................................................................................... £28000
w reg Lambogini Premium 950 ............................................................................. £11800
Landini 8880 with loader .........................................................................................£12800
08 reg NewHolland TD5050 with loader   ..........................................................£22500
SELECTED MACHINERY
New Blaney X6 bale unroller  ...................................................................................£3800
FCR 4 rota tedder .......................................................................................................... £1800
Used Fleming MS450 rota spreader .......................................................................£2200
Used Lemken3 furrow reversable plough ............................................................£1500
Used Lely Lotus 770 6 rota tedder .......................................................................... £7500
New Metal Fach (Zetor) Round Baler ..................................................................£13,500
New Malone Disc mowers from    ...........................................................................£4800

All Prices are plus VAT
View all our stock on line at: www.tunstalltractors.com

also consulting on whether 
a wage threshold of £30,000 
should apply for any prospec-
tive migrants coming to take 
up posts in the UK. 

NFU Scotland has strongly 
refuted this proposal as an 
arbitrary threshold with little 
or no basis in the reality of 
employment patterns within 
Scottish agriculture or food 
and drink processing.

Addressing the 
Immigration Bill directly, he 
also set out the union’s oppo-
sition to ending free move-
ment of people between the 
UK and EU and outlined that 
any new visa system must be 
based on labour market need 
rather than arbitrary targets 
based on supposed levels of 
skill or wage thresholds.

Mr Porter said: ‘�e worker 
shortages within my own 
sector of horticulture have 

been well documented.
‘Within horticulture and 

across the whole agricultural 
industry we rely on non-UK 
nationals to undertake man-
ually skilled work on both 
a seasonal and a permanent 
basis. 

 ‘�e system must 
be needs-driven; 

not ‘skills’-driven’
‘�e UK Government’s 

own Migration Advisory 
Committee has recognised 
that these gaps cannot be 
�lled by workers from the 
UK.

‘NFU Scotland is very 
concerned about the ob-
structive position of the UK 
Government towards immi-
gration and is lobbying hard 
to ensure any new system 
realistically and reasonably 

allows nationals from inside 
and outside the EU to take up 
posts where we have gaps in 
our labour-market. 

‘�e system must 
be needs-driven; not 
‘skills’-driven. Within 
Scottish agriculture, we 
have an attractive o�ering 
to prospective employees for 
well-paid and well-regulated 
work, with opportunities to 
upskill and progress. 

‘While we are not shy of 
innovation, automating and 
investing where we can, in 
many cases there is simply no 
substitute for skilled work.

‘We were pleased to feed in 
strong evidence to this in�u-
ential committee today and 
are committed to working 
closely with UK Government 
as it consults on a new system 
of immigration for the UK 
post-Brexit.’

Councillor welcomes Scottish A�airs Committee’s crofting focus
�e Scottish A�airs Committee’s focus 
on cro�ing has been welcomed by SNP 
Comhairle na Eilean Siar group leader 
Gordon Murray during a visit the Isle of 
Lewis.

�e committee planned to meet with cro�-
ers and hold a public discussion in Stornoway 
on the potential impact of Brexit on cro�ing 
as part of its wider inquiry into the future of 
Scottish agriculture post-Brexit.

Councillor Murray said this would be an 
opportunity for discussion of current and fu-
ture challenges facing cro�ing communities.

‘�e future of cro�ing is in a precarious 
place notwithstanding the uncertainty over 
Brexit,’ he said.

‘Cro�ing was traditionally a system of 
small-scale food production founded on 
socialist principles of common working 
communities or townships but is now prone 
to the worst kinds of capitalist speculation 
with tenancies priced well beyond the reach 

of many, especially the young, in the com-
munity expressing a wish to become cro�ers 
and work the land.

‘I would urge the committee to discuss the 
market prices of the tenancies of cro�s and 
whether capping the price of a cro� would 
encourage a new generation of cro�ers.

‘In terms of land use, I would also en-
courage the committee to discuss ways of 
promoting other ways of using cro�s such as 
crop production. �ere are many possibilities 
with the emergence of polycrubs and other 
innovative ways of crop production.

‘�ere seem to be many cro�s lying in a state 
of disuse and tenants need to be encouraged 
to make full use, where possible, of the land. 
Food production will come to the fore as the 
Brexit process starts to make an impact.

‘It may be the time to start looking at 
cro�ing cooperatives and markets given the 
potential tari�s that may result in the with-
drawal from the single market.’

SMALL FARM TIPPING TRAILER

£450 o.n.o. 
no vat

Tel 07836 323775 (Appin)

FLEMING 6FT GRASS TOPPER

Hardly used
£750 o.n.o. 

no vat

Tel 07836 323775 (Appin)

MF 1260  4X4 TRACTOR
3 point linkage, 

hydraulics  
etc.

£2550 
o.n.o.  
no vat

Tel 07836 323775 (Appin)

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. 
www.gordonagri.co.uk  
Tel: 01360 661001    
Mob: 07801 052 007  
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TO LET 
Tighnabruaich

2 Bedroom 
fully furnished semi 

detached
£420 pcm + council tax 

and bills

Please call 
01631 564053 
for full details

 SALES   LETS    COMMERCIAL    ESTATE AGENTS   NEWS

West Coast PROPERTIES

TO LET
No.3 Glenfern, Fassfern

3 bedroom semi-detached house & garden 
Fully decorated and carpeted. Unfurnished.

EPC Rating F32.   Landlord Reg No. 568477.

£590 p.c.m.
Apply to: 

Kinlocheil, Fort William. Fassfern Estate 
Tel 01397 772288

INV-CM-010

LAND FOR SALE
REF: CM(010)

Gross Area: 1.13 Acres
Suitable for Use Classes 4,5 & 6

4 Ardross Street, Inverness IV3 5NN
T: 01463 236 977
E: inverness@g-s.co.uk

We value property
g-s.co.uk

Development Site 
Plot 4, Glenshellach Industrial Estate,  
Oban PA34 4HG

On the instructions of Highlands & Islands Enterprise

CLOSING DATE: 12 Noon, Friday 8th March 2019

Scotland’s construction small- 
and medium-sized (SME) 
� rms are remaining stable in 
the face of continuing political 
uncertainty, according to the 
Federation of Master Builders 
(FMB) Scotland.

Key results from the FMB’s latest State of 
Trade Survey, which is the only quarterly 
assessment of the UK-wide SME construction 
sector, include:

• � e pace of growth among Scotland’s 
construction SMEs remained the same 
in the � nal quarter of 2018, compared 
with Q3 2018;

• 42 per cent of builders have detected 
signs of a weakening housing market;

• One in � ve construction SMEs have 
had projects stalled in the past three 
months due to delays to loans, or loan 
refusals, from the banks;

• Carpenters overtake bricklayers as the 
trade in shortest supply with nearly 
two-thirds (64 per cent) of construction 
SMEs struggling to hire carpenters and 
joiners and 61 per cent struggling to 
hire bricklayers;

• 87 per cent of builders anticipate that 
material prices will rise further in the 
next six months, slightly up from 86 per 
cent in Q3 2018;

• Two-thirds (66 per cent) of construc-
tion SMEs expect wages and salaries 
to increase over the next six months, 
up from 58 per cent in the previous 
quarter.

Gordon Nelson, director of FMB Scotland, 
said: ‘� ere was no change to activity levels 
reported by Scottish construction � rms in the 
� nal three months of 2018. Although not over-
whelmingly positive, these results demonstrate 
the strong resilience of the sector in Scotland, 
given the signi� cant barriers � rms are facing. 
Now is no time for complacency, however, and 
Scottish � rms have much to contend with. 
Not least, building � rms across Scotland are 
facing problems accessing the � nance they 
need to build. � is latest research shows that 

a worrying one in � ve construction SMEs have 
had projects stalled in the past three months 
due to delays to loans, or loan refusals, from the 
banks. � e only light at the end of the tunnel 
here for Scottish construction � rms is the 
Finance Secretary’s welcomed move of recom-
mitting the establishment a Scottish National 

Scottish construction remains resilient 
despite Brexit uncertainty

Investment Bank. � e bank will provide much 
needed � nance to small building � rms.’

Mr Nelson continued: ‘� e growing political 
uncertainty is also starting to have a noticeable 
e� ect on Scottish � rms. Political uncertainty 
goes hand in hand with low levels of consumer 
con� dence and if consumers are less con� dent, 
the building industry su� ers. Homeowners are 
the lifeblood of the local builder who relies on 
people commissioning new-builds, extensions, 
lo�  conversions and new kitchens and bath-
rooms. Indeed, this new research shows that 
nearly half of builders reported signs of a weak-
ening housing market in the � nal quarter of the 
year. Consumer con� dence may well take a fur-
ther hit in Scotland if the divergence between 
the income tax regime in Scotland and the rest 
of the UK will continues to grow. We will await 
to see whether this dampens consumer and 
investor con� dence as 2019 unfolds.’



T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair. Also all types of touring caravans

from 95 onwards.
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Tel: 07365 441945

WANTED
Touring caravan or motorhome to 

purchase.  Any size considered,
 cash waiting

Tel 07703490572
or email balgowan4wd@gmail.com

ask for Robert

WANTED
For immediate cash payment and free 
collection all types of of 4x4 vehicles 
double cab and single cabs pickups 
shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 

Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux 
discovery any vehicle considered old or 
new any condition running or not high 

miles rotten chassis over heating top 
price paid without any hassle we also 

buy motorhomes touring caravans and 
commercial vans and trucks.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Tel: 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford 

etc and all 4 x 4 pickups. Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures, High Mileage etc 

considered. Best prices paid. Will collect.

Tel: 07759
054 754

CARS
WANTED
Preferably low 
mileage, quick 
decision,  high 
mileage also 
considered, 

up to £10,000.  
Mercedes, BMW 
and Audi, other 

models also 
considered.

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

CALL TODAY ON 0778 985 5381

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

We buy for retail, breaking and export so no matter the age or condition we can make
a cash o� er. Young or old, all makes and models, engine problems,

farm used, accident damaged, mot failures etc.
WON’T BE BEATEN ON PRICE, FAST PAYMENT AND COLLECTION.

WANTED 4X4S FOR CASH

WANTED ALL 4X4’S & COMMERCIAL VEHCILES

17FT DORRY WITH 2014 40HP YAMAHA
4 stroke outboard
with tiller (low 
hours). Comes 
with good trailer. 
Boat sound but 
requires tlc.

£3,600+vat

07557008386 mrithomson@gmail.com

outboard separate  
£3000+vat

STATIC CARAVANS FOR SALE
Selction of pre-owned
statics available, Two 
& Three Bedroomed 
models from 26 x 10 
to 37 x 12, Transport 
Available.
Prices from 
£1,200

Peninver Sands Caravans
Tel: 01586 552262 / 07901 843690

Tel: 01250 884306 or 
M: 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4x4’s, Landrover 

Toyota, Nissan etc... We also buy 
MOT failures and accident damage 

vehicles. Anything considered.

VW PASSAT 2.0 TDI
Highline, dark brown, 
cream leather interior,
150,000 miles, recent 
MOT, Full service, new 
timing belt, water pump, 
diesel pump,
manifold, � lters, very 
clean, nice car

£2,500ono
Telephone 01631 730323
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*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 
With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. Subject to availability and status. T&Cs apply. Offer available when ordered by 1 April 2019 from participating retailers. Excludes KAROQ SE Technology, KODIAQ vRS and SE Technology. †KAROQ petrol engines receive £1,450 deposit contribution and 
KAROQ diesel engines receive £1,950. #KODIAQ £2,000 deposit contribution. Indemnities may be required. ^Service plan covers first two consecutive services limited to 1 x Oil and 1 x Oil and Inspection service. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn 
at any time. Accurate as of December 2018. Freepost ŠKODA Financial Services.

Official fuel consumption WLTP for the ŠKODA range in mpg (litres/100km): Combined 58.9 (4.8) to 30.1 (9.4). NEDC equivalent CO2 combined emissions for the ŠKODA range are 167 to 96 g/km. 
Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other vehicles tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted (post-
registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures (known as WLTP). The CO2 figures shown however, are based on a calculation designed to be equivalent to the outgoing (NEDC) test cycle and will be used to calculate 
vehicle tax on first registration. For more information, please see www.skoda.co.uk/owners/wltp-info or consult your retailer. Data correct at December 2018. Figures quoted are for a range of configurations (including non-UK) and are subject to change due to ongoing approvals/changes. Please contact 
your retailer for further information. For fuel consumption data based on the outgoing test cycle (NEDC equivalent data), which is the ‘official’ UK fuel consumption data until 31 December 2018, please consult your retailer.

Images are for illustrative purposes only. Model shown is not UK specification and may include features or options which are not available in the UK.
West End Garage is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them.

West End Garage Edinburgh West End Garage Dunfermline West End Garage Stirling

0131 297 0739
01383 668 195

01786 235 238www.westendskoda.com
www.westendskoda.com

www.westendskoda.com
4 Cultins Road, Sighthill, Edinburgh EH11 4DG Unit 2 Halbeath Motor Park, Crossgates Road, Halbeath, 

Dunfermline KY11 7EG
Forthside Way, Stirling FK8 1QZ



S&S SERVICES
S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2018

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS
S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR    TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702

Isuzu UK recently announced their Dealers 
of the Year at their annual awards ceremony.

This year the awards took place at Madame 
Tussauds in London and recognises the 
best and brightest dealers across the UK 
who provide a top service to all of Isuzu’s 
customers.

In addition to the awards, many dealer staff 
were accredited as Pick-Up Professionals 
at the ceremony after completing their 
training programme. The Pick-Up 
Professionals accreditation allows staff to 
become specialists in Pick-Ups and well 
versed in specifying bespoke trucks to meet 
customers’ needs, however unique they 
may be.

The awards were presented by Isuzu UK 
Managing Director, William Brown, Donna 
Jeffrey, Isuzu Dealer Training Manager and 
Alan Able, Isuzu Head of Sales.

William Brown commented 
“Congratulations to all our winning dealers 
on their achievements and to the network 
on their commitment and efforts to make 

2018 a success for Isuzu. 2019 looks to be 
even more successful with many exciting 
model launches; and it will be a great year 
for the whole Isuzu family.”

The winner of this year’s Special 
Appreciation Award is….Brian Spicer from 
S&S Services. 

William Brown continues “He is an 
individual who never seems to age and 
is always last one standing whenever 
there is a party going on. He is one of the 
originals, 32 years with the franchise. This 
award is the award that recognises, loyalty, 
commitment, reliance and success.  This 
is someone that has seen it all but has 
always adapted to any change required.  To 
be frank without people like this, there is a 
good chance Isuzu would not be what it is 
today. This person is someone we can all 
look up too.  He has it all passion, drive, 
dedication and commitment.  And to top it all 
has consistently been at the top of his game 
right from the very start of the partnership 
with Isuzu”.

S & S Services  01292 844296  www.sandsservices-subaru.co.uk
8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

On road, off road, and in any weather, Subarus are built to perform and have 
long been recognised as the ideal working vehicle for farmers across the UK. 
Our always-on Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive is standard on all our SUVs and 
provides unbeatable traction and control, no matter the conditions.

DISCOVER EXCLUSIVE BASC & NFU OFFERS AT

EXCLUSIVE OFFERS 
FOR BASC AND
NFU MEMBERS.

SUBARU FORESTER RANGE fuel economy and CO2 results (WLTP): Combined 32.2mpg, CO2 emissions 168g/km. There is a new WLTP test used for fuel consumption & CO2 figures. CO2 figure shown is based on the outgoing NEDC test cycle & will be used 
to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. Only compare fuel consumption & CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical standard. Fuel consumption achieved in real life conditions & CO2 produced depends on a number of factors including 
accessories fitted (post-registration), variations in weather, driving styles & vehicle load.
Purchaser must be a member of BASC or NFU for a minimum of 12 months. One purchase per year. Excludes WRX STI, Impreza and BRZ or Limited Edition models. Not available in conjunction with any other offers, BASC or NFU member discounts. Discount applies to vehicle only not parts and accessories or servicing. Finance 
options available, subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Please speak to dealer for full terms and conditions. †Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) 
Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only) provided by the importer.

20577 Subaru BASC & NFU Members Ad_2.indd   1 09/01/2019   17:37

S&S SERVICES, WINNERS AGAIN!



VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Inveraray - 01499 302150       Lochgilphead - 01546 606767

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealerWD Semple

STARTING FROM ONLY £20,595
The Renault Kadjar

New KADJAR
SUV by Renault

8.9
out of 10 Read 71 reviews

THE ADVENTURE begins here 
EMBARK ON THE JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME WITH THE RENAULT KADJAR,
a small SUV that’ll turn any trip into an adventure, whether on road or off. 

The Renault Captur
STARTING FROM ONLY £13,615
The Renault Clio

STARTING FROM ONLY £15,795

REG                  MODEL                        COLOUR  MILEAGE    PRICE REG                     MODEL                    COLOUR   MILEAGE  PRICE

RANGE OF LOWER PRICED CARS UNDER £2000   RENAULT CLIO   RENAULT SCENIC   SUZUKI JIMNY   NISSAN NOTE   FORD FOCUS

OR £199 per month* OR £199 per month £199 Deposit* OR £169 per month £199 Deposit*

APPROVED RENAULT DEALER  -  WWW.WDSEMPLE.COM  - FINANCE AVAILABLE * T&C’S APPLY

FROM £199
PER MONTH*

68  Dacia Stepway Essential TCe  Red/Black  10  £10,250

17  Dacia Duster Prestige TCe, 4WD  Grey 10,000  £15,750

66  Dacia Sandero Laureate DCi  Silver  6,000  £8,950

66  Renault Captur Dyn Sat Nav TCe Blue/Black  6,500  £12,500

66  Renault Clio 1.2 Dyn Nav  White  14,000  £9,750

66  Peugeot 208 GTline HDi  Red  14,500  £10,250

16  Renault Captur DCi Dyn Nav  Cream  13,000  £10,250

65 Dacia Stepway LAU DCi White 14,500 £8,500

15  Nissan Micra Visia 1.2  White  24,600  £5,750

64  Renault Clio Dyn TCe  Red  16,000  £7,500

64  Renault Clio Dyn Nav 1.2  Black  32,000  £7,150

64  Vauxhall Corsa SXi 5-door  Silver  35,000  £5,500

14  Skoda Rapid TDi  White  27,000  £6,550

13  Renault Megane Dyn DCi Estate  Black  75,000  £5,350

13  Dacia Duster Lau 4WD  Grey  44,000  £7,250

62  BMW Series SPH 1.6  Black 48,000  £8,650

61 VW Polo 1.2 TDi Match Red 54,000 £4,500

59 Ford Focus Zetec 100 EST Blue 46,000 £4,150
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West Coast RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT  43

Advertising 
Sales Executive

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

The Oban Times has an exciting opportunity 
for an experienced sales professional.

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can offer you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publish-
ers. Media sales experience would be an 
advantage but is not essential.

You will be responsible for representing our 
range of award winning publications, offering 
high quality advertising packages to local 
businesses. You will benefit from on-going 
training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional 
company that believes in rewarding success 
and effort. A full driving licence is essential.

Please apply by email with full CV, 
contact details & present salary to:

fiona@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Ghillie/Cattleman
Lord Pearson of Rannoch seeks ghillie for 

2019 grouse and stalking season. 

Experience with cattle could lead 
to full time employment. 

Excellent accommodation, etc.

Apply in writing with references and contact 
number to: Lord Pearson, 

Rannoch Barracks, Rannoch Station, 
Perthshire PH 17 2QE., or to: 

lordpearsonofrannoch@gmail.com

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

OBAN FILLING STATION
have 2 available postions

1 x 25+ hours per week 
on a 4 weekly rota basis

1 x Part-time basis mostly evenings and 
weekends

Apply to the manager on 01631 571101

Email: obanfillingstation@googlemail.com

Driver Wanted for 4x4 + trailer 
deliveries and yard work

Full time, must have or be willing to get 
category B & E trailer licence, please apply 
by email to sales@hodgefencing.co.uk

   







       
     




 
 
 






Career opportunities

• PLUMBERS (+ MATES)
• ELECTRICIANS
• HGV DRIVER
• MAINTENANCE WORKER 
Please send C.V. to
jobs@mkmacleod.co.uk
or call 01546 602989 for further details.

   







       
     




 
 
 






   







       
     




 
 
 






Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the 
largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and 
Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland and Ireland.  We 
are looking to recruit for the following position:

Fish Farm Technician – Loch Etive, Taynuilt
Working outdoors as part of a small team, it is focused upon all aspects 
of successful trout production including fish health, feeding, grading, 
harvesting, net changing and other general farm maintenance tasks, 
including boat handling.

Previous aquaculture experience is desirable but not essential as full 
training and support will be provided.  A full driving licence is essential.

This is a full time position, working a 40 hour week, Monday to Friday 
including weekend cover on a rota basis. You would be expected 
to undertake additional hours as required in order to accommodate 
the needs of the business.  We offer attractive salaries dependent on 
experience along with pension scheme.

If you are interested in applying for this position please send your 
CV, to:-

HR Department, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark Industrial 
Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Office - 01698 810008, 
E-mail: hr@dawnfresh.co.uk

Closing date for applications is 28 February 2019.

Accountancy & Book-Keeping vacancies 
We are delighted to be expanding our Fort William office and currently 
have the following vacancies.  

ACCOUNTANT (Full or Part Qualified)
Preferred requirements:
Limited Company accounts, company returns, sole trader, VAT, 
knowledge of SAGE and EXCEL

BOOK-KEEPER/ACCOUNTANTS ASSISTANT
Preferred requirements:
Previous administrative/bookkeeping experience, dealing with financial 
paperwork and filing, completing VAT returns, general administrative 
duties.

We are looking to employ staff who work well as part of a team but also 
show initiative to work independently and to self-motivate.  

Although the above requirements are preferable please do get in touch 
if you are a capable person willing to learn and adapt to a new role.

What we can offer you:

• a competitive salary dependant on experience

• flexible and relaxed working environment 

• Opportunity for career development 

If you feel you have the right attributes and experience to apply 
for either of the above roles please apply by submitting your CV 
along with a covering letter to jamie@ainsleysmith.co.uk

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Download our app for free 
at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even 
easier to fi nd your 

next job in the perfect 
location.
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted 
with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically 
at the  AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, CHARLES KENNEDY 
BUILDING, ACHINTORE ROAD, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6RQ ; or electronically at your 
nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following 
link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days  
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

19/00531/FUL

19/00508/FUL

18/05972/FUL

19/00022/FUL

19/00279/FUL

Land 1040M SE Of 
Conaglen House, Ardgour

Kismet Villa
4 Hillside Estate
Fort William
127 High Street
Fort William

Creag Mor
Monument Park, Strontian 
Acharacle
The Garrison Hotel
High Street, Fort William

Erection of house (amended design 
to planning permission 
16/00095/FUL)
Proposed Change of Use from 
Dwelling House to Hostel 
Accommodation
Change of use of land to provide 
outdoor seating and extended hours 
of operation of pavement cafe
Garage conversion to form 
residential annexe

Erection of extension to hotel

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of adver-
tisements in all publications owned 
by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or pro-
vides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other 
codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right 
to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display adver-
tising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdic-
tion of the Scottish Courts and Scots 

Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or 
such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or 
edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event 
of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of 
the advertisement, as the case may 
be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-in-
sertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circum-
stances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint 
or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement 
of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection 
with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, 

damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result 
of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy 
instructions supplied to the publica-
tion in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised 
by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from 
the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an ad-
ministration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the 
right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for 
the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertise-
ment assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and regis-
tered as a newspaper at the Post 
Office. http://termsandconditions.
wyvexmedia.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
“WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003

WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2011
APPLICATION FOR VARIATION OF AUTHORISATION

LOCHAILORT SMOLT UNIT – ABSTRACTION AND IMPOUNDMENT
LOCHAILORT SMOLT UNIT – DISCHARGE OF TRADE EFFLUENT

Applications have been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) 
by Mowi Scotland Limited to vary water use licence numbers CAR/L/1024869 and 
CAR/S/1003967 authorising the carrying on of controlled activities at, near or in connection 
with Lochailort Smolt Unit, as follows: 

CAR/L/1024869 – Abstraction and Impoundment
Description of change to 
controlled activity reference Waters a� ected National grid
Abstraction of 975m3  Groundwater 2 boreholes at NM  
per day of water   7678 8189 and NM  
  7689 8171 

CAR/S/1003967 – Discharge of Trade E�  uent
Description of change to 
controlled activity reference Waters a� ected National grid
Change to the discharge  Loch Ailort NM 7610 8160
of permitted medicines 
in the trade e�  uent to include 
emamectin benzoate (Slice)

SEPA considers that the above change(s) to controlled activities may have a signi� cant 
adverse impact on the water environment and on the interests of other users of the water 
environment.

A copy of the applications and any accompanying information may be inspected free of 
charge, at the SEPA Registry below, between 9.30 a.m. and 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(except local and national holidays).  Alternatively, the applications may be viewed 
on SEPA’s website at: http://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/consultations/advertised-
applications-under-car/ 

Any person a� ected or likely to be a� ected by, or having an interest in, the applications 
may make representations to SEPA in writing within 28 days beginning with the date of this 
advertisement, either by email to registrydingwall@sepa.org.uk or to the following address, 
quoting reference numbers –CAR/L/1024869 – Abstraction and Impoundment and/or 
CAR/S/1003967 – Discharge of Trade E�  uent:

Registry Department, SEPA, Dingwall o�  ce, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, 
Dingwall, IV15 9XB

Written representations received by SEPA within 28 days of this advertisement will be 
taken into consideration in determining the applications. Any such representations will be 
placed in a public register unless the person making them requests that they should not be. 
Where such a request is made SEPA will include a statement in the register indicating that 
representations have been made which have been the subject of such a request.

Before determining the applications, SEPA will:

• assess the risk to the water environment posed by the carrying on of the activity or activities;

• assess the indirect eff ects of that impact on any other aspects of the environment likely 
to be signifi cantly aff ected;

• consider any likely adverse social and economic eff ects of that impact and of any 
indirect environmental eff ects that have been identifi ed; 

• consider the likely environmental, social and economic benefi ts of the activity;

• assess the impact of the controlled activity or activities on the interests of other users of 
the water environment;

• assess what steps may be taken to ensure effi  cient and sustainable water use; and

• apply and have regard to relevant legislation.

SEPA will then either grant or refuse to grant the applications.”

AGM
18th March 
7pm – 8pm

Atlantis Leisure 
Function room

It’s our 26th AGM and 
we would love you to 
join in celebrating our 

achievements and 
plans for the future.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

M R Milne
½ 43 & Pt 45 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
73576
0.096 ha
Reason – Proposed new 
development
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
–13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
19/00268/PPP Renewal of planning 

permission reference 
15/00342/PPP – Site for the 
erection of dwellinghouse

Land North East Of The 
Haven Kirkton
Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 

19/00178/PP Erection of 4 holiday 
cabins, one outbuilding and 
formation of vehicular 
access

Plots 8, 35, 36 And 37 
Dalavich Chalet Park
Dalavich Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute 

18/02657/MFF Modification to equipment 
and biomass by increasing 
the number of pens from 
12 to 14, increase the 
biomass from 2500t to a 
maximum biomass of 3500t 
and extension of mooring 
grid to accommodate the 
additional pens

Colonsay Fish Farm Rubha 
Garbh Uragaig
Isle Of Colonsay
Argyll And Bute

18/02244/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
upgrading of existing 
access at the junction with 
the public road, including 
new visibility splays, 
improvements to existing 
private access road, 
including passing places, 
new turning area, hard and 
soft landscaping works and 
surface water and foul 
drainage

Plot 1
Land North West Of 
Ach-Na-Craoibh
Erray Road Tobermory
Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute

19/00062/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land North Of Sealladh 
Carrachan Tobermory
Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA75 6PY 

19/00201/PPP Site for the erection of 
dwellinghouse

Land South Of Ardselma 
Appin Argyll And Bute 

18/02648/PP Formation of vehicular 
access

A819 Land Opposite 
Kilchurn Castle View Point 
Dalmally Argyll And Bute 

18/02644/PP Installation of replacement 
windows (front and back) 
and (front) door

118 Main Street
Bowmore
Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA43 7JJ 

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries  
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2019 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER

THURSDAY 21st MARCH 2019
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT:
www.scottishruralawards.org/buy-tickets-for-2019

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

20192019

SCOTTISH FIELD
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

STATIONERY

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

01631 295 010
www.apollo-blinds.co.uk/argyllandlochaber

FREE HOME CONSULTATION AND FREE INSTALLATION 

 since 1972

NEW Roman Co�ection

see our website for details and more offers!

plus

20%
OFF 

INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

BLINDS

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Covering 
Argyll, The 
Isles and 
Highlands

Our Mission is to help 
clients control fi re 

safety - health & safety 
and minimise risks to 
their business, staff 

and clients.

We offer full health, safety 
and fi re safety service 

including fi re extinguisher 
supply and service.

FIRE & SAFETY CONSULTANTS
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Private sales free listings for items under £100

ROUND 
RUSTED METAL 

FISHING 
WEIGHT

Approx diameter 
14”, Often washed 
up on shore line,  

Telephone Box No: 
6731, The Lochaber 

Times, 22 High 
Street, Fort William.

* Additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£5.95
including

P&P*

FROM £3.95
including

P&P*

FROM

1/2 PRICE SALE Scottish Calendars 2019

Audio Equipment
TEAC AUDIO UNIT Cd, ra-
dio & iPod attachment, £20 
Telephone 07833 312583.

Baby Equipment
MAMAS AND PAPAS ZEST 
HIGH CHAIR, used twice, 
only £25 Telephone 01852 
300320.

Bathroom
BASIN TAPS brand new 
pair of traditional Edwardian 
style basin taps, cost new 
£45.00, £20 for quick sale 
Telephone 07788 833110.

Building / DIY
REPLACEMENT CHIM-
NEY POTS for older 
houses, ornate Victorian/
Edwardian pots in various 
sizes and colours, £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².

Domestic Appliances
DAEWOO MICROWAVE 
OVEN working order with 
instructions, £25 Telephone 
07833 312583.

Domestic Pets
COLLIE SPANIEL X COL-
LIE SPANIEL PUPPIES 8 
weeks, brought up in family 
home with children and oth-
er dogs, very happy, playful 
puppies,  Telephone 01631 
740331 Duror.

Furniture
2 SINGLE ADJUSTAMATIC 
BEDS can be joined to 
make double, buyer must 
uplift, £90 Telephone 07809 
026862.

2 X OAK EFFECT COL-
UMNS 36cms x 190cms 
- 4 shelves, £20 each Tele-
phone 07833 312583.
COFFEE TABLES 2 gen-
uine onyx round coffee 
tables, 1 x 16” diameter x 
16” high, 1 x 16” diameter 
x 18” high, £10 each or pair 
for £15 Telephone 01852 
300320.
CORNER GLASS TV UNIT 
80cms wide, £25 Telephone 
07833 312583.
MODERN SOFA Beautiful 
Condition, Cost £1,000, Will 
accept, £95.00 Telephone 
0791 9106318.
MODERN WARDROBE 
Wardrobe 137Wx-
222Hx61D. Dismantled 
for easy transport. Photos 
available, £29 Telephone 
07966 435245.
NEST OF TABLES  oak 
effect, 2 tables, £25 Tele-
phone 07833 312583.
RISE AND RECLINE 
CHAIR vgc, buyer must 
uplift, £75 Telephone 07809 
026862.
ROUND GLASS COFFEE 
TABLE 30” diameter, 18” 
high, £15 Telephone 01852 
300320.
ROUND MAHOGANY DIN-
ING TABLE 42” diameter 
with four matching chairs. 
Excellent condition. Only 
£40 Telephone 01852 
300320.

Garden
GARDEN VAC Flymo 
GV 650 Electric Garden 
Vacuum/Blower. Hardly 
used, £19 Telephone 07966 
435245.

VINTAGE CART WHEELS 
and smaller implement 
wheels. Colourful garden 
display items. Prices from 
£30 Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely garden 
planters. Prices from £40 
Telephone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN ROLLERS 
cast iron and decorative, for 
working use or colourful 
garden feature, various 
sizes from £90 Telephone 
01631 564578².

Health and Fitness
RE-VIBER - ELECTRIC 
- MINI  EX New - with man-
ual and non slip mat. Never 
used, £50 Telephone 01546 
606264.

Heating, Fires and 
Fireplaces
HEATER combined stor-
age and convector heater. 
23.5kg, 2.6kw, never been 
used, still in box, incl 12 
storage bricks, £50 Tele-
phone 01852 300320.

Hobbies and Crafts
NEWHOME SEWING 
MACHINE V.G.C, £60 ono 
Telephone 07528 769012.
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD, white, blue and pink 
colours in stock, available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print on 01586 554975.
TOYOTA SEWING MA-
CHINE good working order 
and condition, £70 ono 
Telephone 07528 769012.

Home O�  ce
BLACK 5 WHEEL SWIVEL 
CHAIR, £30 Telephone 
01852 300320.

Kitchen 
SET OF THREE PANS 
Scoville non-stick, 16cm, 
18cm, 20cm with lids, never 
used due to wrong size of 
hob rings, suitable for all 
hob types, £30 Telephone 
01397 772948.
WOODEN KITCHEN 
TROLLEY tiled work 
surface/bottle rack, £20 
Telephone 01586 552834².

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or telephone 
01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.

scottishcalendars.co.uk or 
telephone 01371 851868.

Miscellaneous
ELECTRONIC CASH REG-
ISTER Sharp ER-A610, £50 
Telephone 01852 300320.
ELECTRONIC CASH REG-
ISTER Sharp XE-A307, £50 
Telephone 01852 300320.

Mobility
DAYS ROLLATER - WALK-
ING AID 4 Wheels. Grey. 
New - never used, £30 
Telephone 01546 606264.

Outdoor Sports 
Equipment
LADIES SHORTIE WET-
SUIT new, black/grey, pink 
trim, 25mm, £19 Telephone 
07514 466297 or 01631 
562834.
MENS SKI BOOTS Nordica 
mens ski boots size 9 in 
excellent condition, £45 
Telephone 07788 833110.
MENS SKI BOOTS Salo-
mon quest mens ski boots 
size 9 in excellent condition,  
£45.00 Telephone 07788 
833110.
MENS SKIS Salomon 140 
carver skis with bindings 
well used in good condi-
tion,  £30 Telephone 07788 
833110.
MENS SKIS Rossingol 160 
carver skis with bindings 
in excellent condition, £40 
Telephone 07788 833110.

Plants & Shrubs
SNOWDROPS - IN THE 
GREEN 6” pots (full) - 
£7.50, trays approx 500 
bulbs £50, trays approx 

250 bulbs £25. Ready for 
collection from Old Garden 
Nursery, Taynuilt. david.
croucher52@gmail.com, 
Telephone 07738 199988.

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MATERI-
AL, market your business 
effectively with profession-
ally designed leafl ets, post-
ers and fl yers from Krisp 
Print. Contact on 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS new 
baby or wedding, with a 
photo of your new arrival 
or big day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

Wanted
MILITARIA ITEMS WANT-
ED best prices paid, Tele-
phone 07796 314296.



MACKENZIE - Peacefully at 
his home in Cullipool, Isle of 
Luing, on February 12, 2019, aged 
75 years, George MacKenzie, a 
dearly loved uncle and brother-
in-law.  Funeral will take place at 
Kilchattan Cemetery, Isle of Luing 
on Friday, March 1 at 1.00 p.m.
MCLENNAN - Peacefully at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital 
on February 14, 2019, with his 
family around him. Kenneth 
(Kenny), aged 79 of 1 Scott 
Cottages, Bridge of Orchy. 
Beloved husband of Kathleen, 
father to Caroline, James 
and Alison and much loved 
father-in-law, grandpa and 
great grandpa. Funeral service 
will be held at Dalmally Parish 
Church on Tuesday, February 
26 at 1pm. Family � owers only. 
Donations to the Macmillan 
Day Care Unit in Oban would 
be appreciated.
NICOLSON - Johanna (Joan) 
of 15 Creag Bhan Village, Oban, 
passed away at home on February 
17, 2019. Beloved wife of the late 
John, loving mother of Derick, 
Lynda, the late Margaret and 
grandmother of Sarah. Funeral 
service at the Free High Church, 
Rock� eld Road, Oban at 1pm on 
Friday, February 22. Enquiries to 
D&A Munn 01631 562562.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACNEILL -  Fay, Russell 
and family would like to o� er 
their heartfelt thanks to family, 
friends and the community for 
their support and all acts of 
kindness shown to them on the 
sad loss of Neville, beloved hus-
band, dad and papa. Grateful 
thanks to Dr A MacTaggart, 
GP’s, all sta�  at Islay Hospital 
and ambulance crews for their 
dedicated care and compassion 
over the years. To our wonderful 
community nurses who brought 
such warmth and cheerfulness 
along with their professionalism 
to our home. Special thanks 
to Rev Andrew Burnham 
for his sympathetic support, 
beautiful upli� ing service and 
for arranging for Neville to rest 
in Bowmore Baptist Church 
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Unit 4, Crannog Lane,
Oban PA34 4HB

01631 563123 or 07765815982
email: info@obanmemorials.co.uk

Modern and Traditional Memorials,
Lettering, renovations and Brochure

available on request.

MEMORIALS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

GRADUATION

KATRINA GALBRAITH
Graduated from Glasgow Caledonian University with a MSc with Merit 
in Food Bioscience on Tuesday November 27, 2018.  Daughter of Chris 
and Fiona Galbraith, Croig, Mull. Katrina is currently working in Ayr.

Rugby legend Gregor Townsend... 
Fishing on the Tay... Borders under 

the spotlight... Horse hero Ian Stark.. 
Stan Laurel’s Caledonian roots... 

Pheasant recipes... Stuart MacRae...

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
MARCH 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Rugby legend Gregor Townsend... 
Fishing on the Tay... Borders under 
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SCOTTISH 
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OUT NOW

BIRTHS
HODGE - Charles and Julie 
Hodge (née Gray) are proud to 
announce the birth of Angus 
Charles Elliot, born  February 
5, 2019 weighing 8lb 1oz. A 
new grandson for Christine 
and Colin Hodge, and Lynda 
Gray and David Gray. 
MACNEIL - Malcolm 
and Maura MacNeil (née) 
MacFadyen), daughter of Anne 
and Duncan of Fiscavaig, Skye, 
son of Corrina and Angus 
of Barcaldine, Oban, are de-
lighted to announce the birth 
of their son, Seumas Duncan 
MacNeil, born on January 14, 
2019 weighing 10lbs 1.5oz

DEATHS
GRAY - It is with great sad-
ness that Deirdre and Shona 
announce the peaceful death 
of their mother Maud Gray 
(formerly Baney) on February 
9, 2019 at Oban Hospital, a� er 
a short illness. Her love of life 
and  laughter will never be for-
gotten. � e funeral will be held 
at 12 midday Dalmally Church 
on February 25. Family � owers 
only please.
LINTOTT - Sadly, but peace-
fully a� er a short illness at 
Glasgow Royal In� rmary on  
February 15, 2019, aged 65yrs, 
Brian, dearly beloved son of the 
late Alan and Nan and much 
loved brother and best friend 
of Colin. A respected friend 
and colleague to many. A very 
much loved cousin. A true 
gentlemen. Gone too soon.
MACDONALD - David 
Dingwall, tragically while on 
holiday as a result of an acci-
dent in � ailand on January 
3, 2019. Beloved son of Donald 
and Catherine, brother to 
Calum and Rachel, grandson 
of D.J. and Malina, 2 Hoebeg 
and the late John Alex and 
D.J. Macdonald, Osmanville, 
uncle, nephew, cousin and true 
friend. Interred in Kilmuir, 
North Uist.

overnight and for the family 
to spend time there together. 
Our gratitude to Jean and Craig 
McA� er for making a sad time 
that bit easier, James Carmichael 
for choosing such lovely pipe 
tunes and the Lochside Hotel for 
purvey. Finally thanks to all who 
attended the funeral from near 
and far and gave so generously. 
� e sum of £1020 raised will be 
divided between the Scottish Air 
Ambulance Service and Islay 
Community Nurses.
RYAN - Annie. � e family would 
like to thank all relatives and 
friends for their kind expressions 
of sympathy. Special thanks 
to Strontian Hotel and Bothy 
Bar for catering, Rev Donald 
McCorquodale, the organist and 
all who paid their last respects 
at the church and graveside and 
to those who donated to Erskine 
Glasgow Care Home.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - Remembering 
our devoted dad John, who 
passed away February 20, 1986.
Memories most precious
- Love Avril and John.
CLARK - In loving memory of 
Gary, died February 24, 2012.
Our family chain is broken
And nothing seems the same
But as God calls us one by one
� e chain will link again.
- Gran.
FERGUSON - Georgina (Ina) 
died on February 18, 2012. 
When someone you love 
becomes a memory, that mem-
ory becomes a treasure. In our 
hearts you will forever remain. 
Beloved wife of Donald who 
passed on  February 3, 2019. 
As long as hearts remember
As long as hearts still care
We do not part with those we love 
� ey’re with us everywhere. 
Love always all the family xx
GIBSON - In loving memory of a 
dear mum and granny Marybell, 
who died February 23, 1987.
Loved and remembered every day.
- Iain and family, Dalmally and 
Margaret and family, Canada.
LINTON - Treasured mem-
ories of Donald, who died 
February 21, 2018, a beloved 
husband, father, father-in-law 
and adored grandpa.
To the world you were but parted 
But to us you were the world
Sadly missed.
- Family at home and Australia.

MACAULAY - Precious mem-
ories of Ian a loving and caring 
husband, dad and grampa, who 
passed away on February 20, 2013.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
Missing you is a heartache
� at never goes away.
- Mary, Neil, John and Ginah, 
Oban, Bulgaria and Dubai.
Miss you Grampa
- Emma, Callum and Jay.
MACDOUGALL - A’ cuimh-
neachadh m’ athar, Ewen, a 
shiubhail 25 Gearran 
2010.  Le ar gaol. 
- Eleanor agus John.
MACDONALD - Treasured 
memories of our beloved 
mother, gran and great-gran, 
Margaret MacDonald who 
passed away on February 21, 
2005. Sorely missed.
Carson ma ta bhios shibh ri bron
Mar dhream gun dochas mor
Am bheil sa bhas ach teachdair sith
Gan gairm gu rioghachd na gloir
- Inserted by her loving daugh-
ters Mary� ora, Sandra, May 
Margaret and families.
MACFARLANE - In loving 
memory of a dear sister and aunt, 
Cathy, who was killed so tragically 
on the road on February 19, 1991.  
Forever in our thoughts,  and 
always in our hearts. 
-  Inserted by Corinne and 
Alan Barrie.

MATHERS - Treasured mem-
ories of my partner and soul mate 
Vicky, who died February 23, 2015.
As long as the sun shines 
� e wind blows
� e rain falls 
You will live on inside of me 
forever
For that is all my heart knows.
- Love always Caroline xxx
MATHERS - In memory of my 
beautiful sister and aunty, Vicky,
who we tragically lost on 
February 23, 2015.
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts today and every day
- Miss you sis, Becca, Alex, 
Katie and Joe.xxxx
McLENNAN - In loving 
memory of Willie, who died 
February 24, 2008, a much 
loved brother and uncle.
Remembered always.
- Margaret, Elsie and families.
McMURCHY – Remembering 
a loving husband, father and 
grandpa, William, who died on 
February 22, 2018.
-  Mary and family.

MORTON - In loving memory 
of Catherine, passed away 
February 24, 1995,
beloved wife and mother.
Forever in our thoughts.
- John, John and David.
Beloved daughter-in-law 
Always in my thoughts.
- Mum.
Dearly loved mum and nana
Forever in our thoughts.
- Norman, Karen, Christopher, 
Lewis and Arran.
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At the end of January 2019, the 
Reverend Christine Fulcher, who had 
been associate minister at Kilmore 
and Oban Parish Church for the 
past � ve years, moved to Kintyre 

to take up the post of hub minister 
responsible for a wide area of the 
peninsula and adjoining islands.

She said that she was sad to be 
leaving but the move would allow her 

more time at home with her husband, 
the Reverend Steve Fulcher, minister 
at Southend.

At a presentation, Oban Parish 
minister, the Rev Dugald Cameron, 

thanked Christine for her ministry 
in Oban and wished her well. � e 
congregation presented Christine with 
a specially-cra� ed clerical stole and a 
framed photograph of Oban Bay.

Oban church says farewell 
to associate minister

Pictured at the presentation are Rev Dugald Cameron, left, Rev Christine Fulcher, Christine McBryde, session clerk, Sandra Russell and her 
grandson Alexander – from the Faithshare group and the Sunday School.

THOUGHT
for the week
Is it easier to be a ‘hard man’ or be a just 
person?

Well, judging by the growing number 
of self-projected ‘hard man’ politicians, 
it must be easier on the thought 
processes to be in� exible.

� e plight of Shamina Begum, the 
UK-born and -raised teenager, who 
with her newborn child is seeking a 
return to Britain has brought forth a 
storm of controversy. And in the mix of 
social media outrage and cheap tabloid 
headlines, certain types of politicians 
and pundits vie with each other to be 
perceived as being strong in the face of 
terrorism. You can hear voiced, ‘She has 
made her bed and let her lie in it. Let her 
rot in Syria.’

Hard men are bullies. When they 
gang up on a 15-year-old girl who has 
been groomed, forced into marriage, 
brutalised, lost two children through 
malnutrition, and seen numerous 
bombings and the blood-spattered 
a� ermaths, the bullies’ outrage costs 
him or her nothing.

Western values are found in our 
Christian heritage and theology. We 
believe in mercy, forgiveness and 
the power of love, and that may be 
tough love, which can transform a 
person. � rough judicial process, and 
a compassionate approach we can do 
something to undermine terrorism 
rather than stoke the � re through 
simplistic and unlawful knee-jerk 
reactions.

� ere is no justi� cation for the actions 
of ISIS and such terrorist groups. 
However, the west has helped create the 
grievance and outrage which boils in 
the Middle East through our hypocrisy 
and ignorant interference over decades.

Showing compassion to one young 
girl will not sort the bigger picture, but 
it will remind us of deeper values – and 
simply show to her and her child that 
there is hope in a better way to live.

Rev Dugald Cameron,
Kilmore and Oban
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Pre-season friendlies
A� er two weekends during which 
the weather came out on top, the 
majority of pre-season friendlies 
went ahead on Saturday February 
16.

Lochside Rovers 3 
Kilmallie 0
Lochside Rovers were too good for 
the Kilmallie second team, winning 
3-0 at Moss� eld.

With Lochside boss Brian 
MacCallum watching his daughter 
play in the national primary school 
indoor festival in Fort William, 
George Easton took the side and 
gave debuts to Innes Jackson, aged 
14, Kieron Lopez, 15, and Jamie 
MacGillvray, 16, who all performed 
well.

Lennon Campbell, Craig 
MacDougall and Lewis Buchanan 
got the goals for Lochside.
Beauly 1 
Kilmallie 3
Kilmallie notched up a 3-1 victory 
over Beauly in their noon throw-up 
at Braeview Park.

Craig MacIsaac scored twice for 
Kilmallie to help get new manager 
John Stewart o�  to a winning start.

Martin Graham, on his comeback, 
saw his corner end up in the back of 
the net.

Both sets of keepers, MacKay 
Murray then Josh Grant for Beauly 
and Kilmallie’s Shane Gillies, made 
good saves.
Glengarry 0 
Strathglass 5
An early Scott Douglas double 
gave National Division out� t 
Strathglass the advantage against 
North Division 1 side Glengarry at 
Craigard, with Steven Hyslop add-
ing a third before the break.

Second half strikes from teenagers 
Ruairidh Strachan and Colin Birnie 
sealed the 5-0 win.
Caberfeidh 2 
Kingussie 2 
Kingussie won 3-2 on penalties
Caberfeidh and Kingussie once 
again contested the William 
MacPherson Salver at Castle Leod 
and, for the second successive year, 
it took penalties to separate the 
sides.

Ruaridh Anderson put Kingussie 
ahead, showing great composure to 
elude two Caberfeidh defenders who 
were sliding in to challenge, before 
� ring into the roof of the net on his 
back-hand.

A debut goal from Caberfeidh’s 
Robbie Brindle, who has joined 
the club from Beauly, made it 1-1. 
Brindle netted on the re-bound 
a� er Kevin Bartlett’s initial shot was 
saved with his feet by keeper Craig 
Dawson.

Caberfeidh went in front when 
Craig Morrison’s shot was de� ected 
past the keeper and they led 2-1 at 
half-time.

Kingussie equalised when Kieran 
MacPherson ran onto a ball cleared 
out of defence and crashed a shot 
across the keeper, high into the net 
from a tight angle.

Referee Archie Ritchie took the 
contest to penalties and Savio 
Genini, Alexander Michie and 
Rory MacGregor converted to give 
Kingussie a 3-2 victory.

A� er the match, Johnnie 
MacPherson presented the William 
MacPherson Salver to Kingussie 
skipper Robert Mabon.
Kingussie 4 
Caberfeidh 0
� e Kingussie seconds were 4-0 
winners against the Caberfeidh 
seconds at Dunbarry.

Ryan Borthwick scored the only 
goal of the � rst half and went on to 
complete his hat-trick in the second 
period with Russell Menzies also 
scoring.
Glenurquhart 0 
Newtonmore 3
Glenurquhart welcomed 
Newtonmore for a noon throw-up at 
Blairbeg.

Eddie Tembo, in charge on the 
Glenurquhart touchline, was with-
out Arran MacDonald and David 
MacLennan, but Michael Brady 
and Ewan Brady both started whilst 
John Barr made his return from 

injury from the substitutes’ bench.
Newtonmore manger PJ 

MacKintosh was without Evan 
Menzies, Andy MacKintosh and 
Fraser MacKintosh so Stuart 
Mitchell started in defence and 
Duncan Gorman was in attack.

Newtonmore took the lead on 
25 minutes a� er Michael Russell’s 
free-hit broke to Glen MacKintosh 
who got away from Ally MacKintosh 
before scoring from a tight angle.

Newtonmore got a second midway 
through the second half when 
Michael Russell won possession 
on the le�  before crossing for Iain 
Robinson who � nished well.

Michael Russell made it 3-0 when 
he latched onto a long ball forward 
before beating keeper Stuart 
MacKintosh.
Skye Camanachd 9 
Lewis Camanachd 0
Skye Camanachd retained the John 
‘Kaid’ Maclean Cup, beating Lewis 
Camanachd 9-0 at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree.

Jordan Murchison scored twice 
early in the game with Cameron 
MacKay and a Marcus Scott brace 

making it 5-0 at half-time. Daniel 
Morrison grabbed a second half 
hat-trick with skipper Sam MacPhee 
getting the other.
Glasgow Mid Argyll 4 
Inveraray 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll beat Inveraray 
4-1 at Yoker.

GMA led 1-0 at half-time with 
Duncan ‘Ach’ MacRae scoring.

Iain Luke made it 2-0 early in the 
second half with Craig Anderson 
scoring  twice more before Garry 
MacPherson’s counter in the � nal 
minute.
Boleskine 3 
Kinlochshiel 1
Boleskine came out on top against 
a young Kinlochshiel reserve team, 
winning 3-1 at Smith Park.

A� er a scoreless � rst half, Stuart 
MacRae’s double and Stuart 
Anderson counted for Boleskine 
a� er Duncan Matheson’s lob had 
put Kinlochshiel ahead.
Strathglass 3 
Ardnamurchan 0
� e Strathglass seconds beat 
Ardnamurchan 3-0 at Cannich.

Ciaran Melens got the opener early 

in the game and Sam Cooper added 
a second on 10 minutes.

A second from Ciaran Melens on 
the hour � nished the scoring.
Newtonmore 0 
Lovat 1
� e Lovat second team were 1-0 
winners against the Newtonmore 
seconds at the Eilan.

Raymond Rennie scored the only 
goal of the game.
Glenurquhart 0 Beauly 3
� e Beauly second team were 3-0 
winners against their Glenurquhart 
counterparts in their 2.30pm throw-
up at Blairbeg.

All the goals came in the second 
half. David Barclay scored twice 
for Beauly, either side of a Duncan 
Anderson e� ort.
Tayforth 6 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
Tayforth overcame the Glasgow Mid 
Argyll second team 6-2 in their 1pm 
throw-up at Levenhall Links.

Ewan Menzies grabbed a hat-
trick for the hosts, as did former 
Lochcarron player Niall Arnott on 
his debut. Ross Brown got both goals 
for the Glasgow side.

Taynuilt 0 
Oban Celtic 3
Oban Celtic li� ed the Robert 
Wylie Memorial Cup, beating 
Taynuilt 3-0 in their 2pm 
throw-up at Taynuilt Sports 
Field.

Oban Celtic made a good 
start to the game and Daniel 
MacMillan gave them an early 
lead. Celtic played some good 
shinty in the lead up to the 
goal and a scramble in the ‘D’ 
followed. MacMillan took the 
ball on the run, sending it low 
and hard into the net a� er the 
keeper had made a save.

Ross MacMillan added a 
second soon a� er, punishing 
Taynuilt for not clearing their 
lines.

It remained 2-0 at the break, 

Left: The winning Oban 
Celtic team with new manager 
Dougie MacIntyre and Lorna 
Wylie, who presented the 
trophies on behalf of the Wylie 
family. Photographs: Kevin McGlynn.

Lorna Wylie presents Neil Carmi-
chael with the man of the match 
quaich.

Oban Celtic captain Ross 
MacMillan receives the Robert 
Wylie Memorial Cup from Lorna 
Wylie. 

Oban Celtic win Robert Wylie Memorial Cup

although Taynuilt’s Billy Irving came 
close to pulling a goal back, but his ef-
fort was cleared o�  the line by Celtic’s 
Lewis McPhee.

Celtic introduced two 14 year olds – 
John Douglas and Calum MacDonald 

– o�  the bench and they each got 
half an hour’s play.

Lee Askew got the third late in the 
contest to round o�  the 3-0 win.

Oban Celtic captain Ross 
MacMillan was presented with the 
Robert Wylie Memorial Trophy by 
Lorna Wylie and Neil Carmichael 
was awarded the man of the match 
quaich.

Speaking a� er the game, new 
Oban Celtic manager Dougie 
MacIntyre said: ‘It was good to 
� nally get the chance to see the 
boys in action. We started well on 
a heavy pitch and played some de-
cent stu�  during that early period 
when we scored twice.

‘However, a number of the boys 
will have to work on their � tness if 
we are going to get to the next level. 
We get good numbers at training 

but we need to work harder or 
it will cost us. We have a � t, fast 
forward line but we need to pick it 
up elsewhere.

‘Ally McKerracher came up from 
Glasgow to play, which was great, 
and he will help us out whenever he 
can this season. Iain MacFarlane 
played in goal but he now has a 
knee operation which will probably 
rule him out for the season. With 
others like Fulton Ronald not 
available, we could su� er if we pick 
up injuries or suspensions.

‘Taynuilt gave us a tough game 
though and I was particularly im-
pressed with their youngster Blair 
MacFarlane.

‘We’ll be tested again against 
Inveraray this Saturday which is a 
good game for us ahead of the new 
season.’
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Aberdour 6 
Col Glen 1
Aberdour defeated Col Glen 6-1 at 
Sliver Sands.

An own goal, an Angus � orburn 
double and e� orts from David 
McDougal, Finlay MacNee and Alec 
Mitchell gave Aberdour the win.
Ballachulish P 
Oban Camanachd P
� e meeting between Ballachulish 
and Oban Camanachd was post-
poned on Saturday morning as the 
Jubilee Park was unplayable.
Oban Celtic P 
St Andrew’s University P
� e Saturday morning contest be-
tween the Oban Celtic’s second team 
and St Andrew’s University at Oban 
High School’s all-weather pitch was 
called o�  at short notice.
Lochaber P Lovat P
Lochaber’s clash witch Lovat at 
Spean Bridge was called o� .

This weekend’s 
friendlies
Oban Camanachd will be tested this 
Saturday, February 23, when they 
visit the Eilan to play Newtonmore.

Oban Celtic take on premiership 
opposition as they play the Inveraray 
� rst team at Ganavan.

� ere should be a good crowd for 
the derby clash between Kilmallie 
and Fort William at the Canal Parks 
with the BSW Cup at stake.

Lochside and Ballachulish meet 
at Moss� eld, whilst Kilmory play 
Taynuilt.

Lovat face Beauly at Balgate and 
the Lovat and Caberfeidh second 
teams clash at the same venue as 
Lovat mark the o�  cial opening of 
their new clubhouse.

Strathglass and Glenurquhart con-
test the MacDonald Cup at Cannich 
with their second teams battling it 
out for the Ali Ban Cup.

Kinlochshiel and Skye Camanachd 
have a derby game at Kirkton, whilst 
Lochcarron travel to play the Beauly 
seconds.

Inverness drop out of 
national division
Inverness have been given permis-
sion by the Camanachd Association 
to drop from the Mowi National 
Division to Mowi North Division 1.

Inverness Shinty Club advised the 
Camanachd Association of their 
request on Wednesday February 
6 stating: ‘A� er reviewing our 
con� rmed list of player pool, it’s 
clear that if we maintain the status 
quo, we will not be able to ful� l the 
majority of the � xtures for the 2019 
season.’

Whilst bye-laws state the associa-
tion would be minded to refuse such 
a request, both the competitions 
committee and the relevant board 
reluctantly agreed to the request in 
order to sustain the participation of 
two teams from Inverness.

Inverness will be deducted eight 
points when they start in North 
Division 1, as per bye-laws.

� is means the National Division 
will now have eight teams next 
season with 11 sides in North 1. 
� e teams in the Mowi National 
Division scheduled to play Inverness 
will now play the team which previ-
ously had no � xture, starting with 

Skye against Glasgow Mid Argyll. 
However, the Mowi North Division 
1 � xtures will have to be re-drawn.

As a result of these changes, the 
publication of the full 2019 � xture 
list has been delayed until Friday 
February 22.

Lochaber have also con� rmed 
they will not be able to � eld a second 
team in Mowi North Division 2.

Glasgow Celtic    
Society Cup
� e draw for the Scottish Sea Farms 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup � rst 
round and quarter-� nals has taken 
place.

� e only � rst round tie sees Col 
Glen host Ballachulish.

� e winners from that contest 
travel to face Glasgow Mid Argyll in 
the quarter � nals.

� ere is an Oban derby to look 
forward to in the quarter � nals as 
Oban Celtic have home advantage 
against Oban Camanachd.

Bute take on Kyles Athletic at the 
Meadows, whilst Inveraray play 
Taynuilt at the Winterton.

Balliemore Cup draw
� e Liberty British Aluminium 
Balliemore Cup draw took place at 
the GS Campbell National Primary 
School Indoor tournament in Fort 
William on Saturday February 16.

� e draw was made by Tom 
Uppington, director of power and 
engineering from title sponsors 
Liberty British Aluminium, and 
Camanachd Association president 
Keith Loades.

First round: Saturday April 27
Fort William v Oban Celtic
Aberdour v Beauly
Glenurquhart v Glengarry
Bute v Ballachulish
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Skye 

Camanachd
Col Glen v Strathglass
Taynuilt v Aberdeen University
Bye- Inverness
Quarter � nals: Saturday May 25
Glenurquhart/Glengarry v 

Aberdour/Beauly
Bute/Ballachulish v Fort William/

Oban Celtic
Col Glen/Strathglass v Inverness
Taynuilt/Aberdeen University 

v Glasgow Mid Argyll/Skye 
Camanachd

Semi � nals: Saturday July 13
Col Glen/Strathglass/Inverness 

v Taynuilt/Aberdeen University/
Glasgow Mid Argyll/Skye 
Camanachd

Bute/Ballachulish/Fort William/
Oban Celtic v Glenurquhart/
Glengarry/Aberdour/Beauly.

Final: Saturday August 24.

WCA � xtures start
� e Women’s Camanachd 
Association � xtures start this 
weekend.

Match of the day is the clash 
between Skye Camanachd and 
Badenoch at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree. � ese sides took last year’s 
title race to the � nal day of the sea-
son before Skye took the honours.

Newly-promoted Glenurquhart 
welcome Ardnamurchan to 
Blairbeg, whilst Lochaber head for 
Aberdour.

Glasgow Mid Argyll are home to 
Strathspey.

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, Oban by 
the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal decision rests with 
the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time. 
Winners agree to have their photograph taken for publicity purposes. 
Winners’ names and home towns will appear in the newspaper. Employees 
of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter. We will protect 
your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements 
of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/destroyed within 30 days 
of the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£1150
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
H Sinclair
Luss
I MacMillan
Fort William
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Bun-sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort 
Righ and Newtonmore 
were the winners at the 21st 
National First Shinty Festival 
in Fort William.

More than 100 teams from 
across Scotland competed 
in area quali�ers for a place 
in this year’s �nals, which 
were again split into two 
categories.

�e P7 and under tourna-
ment took place at the Nevis 
Centre and, following the 
group stages, Skye side Bun-
sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort Righ 
beat Aberdour in the semi 
�nals, with Glenurquahrt 
side Balnain defeating 
Inverlochy.

Bun-sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort 

All the teams which took part in the P7 and under tournament at the Nevis Centre in Fort William on Saturday. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Action from the P5 and under �nal between Glasgow 
Gaels and Newtonmore. Photograph John Paul Peebles, Abrightside 

Photography.

The winning Phort Rìgh team is presented with the 
trophy by Camanachd Association youth director Willie 
MacDonald. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Bun-sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort Righ and 
Newtonmore win national festival

Righ were 3-2 winners in the 
�nal against Balnain.

�e P5 and under compe-
tition was held at Lochaber 
High School. Newtonmore 
reached the semi-�nals where 
they edged out Bun-sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Phort Righ 3-2 
a�er scoring a golden goal in 
extra time. 

Glasgow Gaels beat 
Cradlehall 5-1 in their 
last-four tie.

Newtonmore, who were in 
sparkling form all a�ernoon, 
defeated the Glasgow Gaels 
9-1 in the �nal.

Inveraray won the fair play 
award for showing class and 
determination even when 
outmatched.

P5 and under runners-up Glasgow Gaels and winners 
Newtonmore. 

Man of the match Fort 
William’s Lachie Shaw in 
the thick of the action. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.  

�e Drew Ferguson 
Memorial Cup took place 
on Saturday as Fort William 
and Kyles Athletic did battle 
at a rainy An Aird Park in 
this annual commemorative 
pre-season friendly.

�e rain just held out long 
enough for improvised 
referee Addie Robertson to 
get the match under way.

�e match proved to be an 
exciting a�air, with the play 
�owing from end to end. 
Kyles took the lead before 
Fort William equalised just 
before half time. 

�e home side came out all 
guns blazing in the second 
half making it 2-1 and were 
looking worthy of their lead. 

Kyles upped the ante and 
laid siege on the Fort goal 

until it soon became two 
each.

Kyles, showing their 
premier league credentials, 
then piled the pressure on the 
Fort defence and regained 
the lead with a cracking goal 
to make it 3-2 at the �nal 
whistle, ending Fort’s hopes 
of an opening pre-season 
win.

Fort William Shinty Club 
thanked Kyles Athletic for 
continuing to support the 
memory of Drew Ferguson in 
this annual memorial match. 

�e match is held each 
year for the two teams and 
supporters to remember 
former Fort William player 
Drew Ferguson who died 
tragically on May 15 2013, 
aged 24.

Drew’s mother Sheila sister Ashley and niece Freya present the trophy to Kyles captain 
Rupert Williamson. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.  

More than 100 teams battle it 
out for first shinty honours

Kyles win annual Drew Ferguson Memorial Cup
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Bishopton          11
Oban Lorne          36 

Tennent’s West Division 2

RUGBY 

OT

Oban Lorne Rugby Club 
travelled to play Bishopton 
last weekend looking for 
another win to keep them in 
the hunt for second place in 
West Division 2.

A strong squad departed 
Oban for their � nal away � x-
ture of the season, even with 
a few changes in the back line 
from previous weeks.

With Craig Wright and 
Fergus McCoss unavailable, 
Iwan Roberts returned to 
centre and Finlay Carmichael 
to stand-o� , with Graham 
MacEachen taking the full 
back position and youngsters 
Kieron Morrison and Robert 
Maclaughlin on the wings.

A� er a bright start and 
early possession, an Oban 
knock-on allowed Bishopton 
to break clear and, a� er a 
number of missed tackles, 
they crossed the Oban line 
for a try. 

� is was not the start Oban 
had wanted and they were 
soon to go further behind 
when Bishopton were award-
ed a penalty in front of the 
Oban posts. � is was easily 
converted and Oban found 
themselves eight points down 
with the same number of 
minutes played.

Oban did not panic and 
got into the rhythm of the 
game with the loose forwards 
linking well with the backs to 
create opportunities.

A well-struck penalty kick 
by Finlay Carmichael got 
Oban on the board to make 
it 8-3.

Oban continued to press 

The Oban Lorne Rugby team after their win at Bishopton on Saturday. Photographs: Stephen Lawson.

Lorne Maclachlan scores a try for Oban Lorne.Kieron Morrison scored his � rst senior try on Saturday.

Strong Oban Lorne squad 
secures more away points 

and Stephen Povey, playing in 
the front row, scored Oban’s 
� rst try a� er � nding space 
out wide and crossing in the 
corner.

Finlay Carmichael was on 
target with the conversion to 
extend Oban’s lead to 10-8.

Next on the scoreboard 
was Kieron Morrison who 
was given the opportunity 
to play on the wing, with the 
coaching team hoping his 
quick feet and sidestep would 
be well-used.

A� er great movement 
from the forwards took play 
deep into the Bishopton 
22, Carmichael noticed the 
narrowed defence and his pin 
point kick allowed the young 
winger to gather the ball 
over the line to score his � rst 
senior try.

� is brought the � rst half to 
an end, with coach Johnston 
asking for more accuracy 
in attack and defence in the 
second half.

Bishopton were next to 
score, though, when the ref-
eree awarded another penalty 
in front of the post and this 
was again converted to make 
the score 22-11 to Oban.

Lorne MacLachlan then 
scored two quick tries to give 
Oban a bit of breathing space.

A� er a line break from cap-
tain Roberts, Lorne cruised 
over behind the posts to give 
Carmichael an easy conver-
sion - 29-11.

� e next try was even better 
when a well-worked move o�  
the back of the scrum saw 
McDonald pick the ball up 
and take the scrum half out 
of play allowing MacLachlan 
to once again cross the line 

under the posts. � ese two 
tries capped o�  a man-of-
the-match performance for 
MacLachlan with him win-
ning a number of turnovers 
for the Oban team linking 
up well with the backs and 
generally being a thorn in the 
Bishopton side all game.

With 20 minutes to go, 
the coaches made a couple 
of changes to try and fresh-
en up the attack. Calum 
MacLachlan was introduced 
as he continues his rehab 
from his recent injury and he 
wasted no time in showing 
how di�  cult he is to stop 
with a number of great carries 
taking numerous defenders 
to try and stop him.

� e second row pairing 
of Eric Roberts and Kyle 
Graham got through a power 
of work in attack and defence, 
with a number of great 
hits and strong aggressive 
carries. � ey are really de-

veloping into a great combo. 
With Oban continuing to 
control the majority of the 
possession, the last try of 
the day came when Calum 
MacLachlan was fed the ball 
out wide on the touch line. He 
set o�  on another run deep 
into the opposition 22 and 
when he was � nally tackled 
he managed to get the o�  oad 
to David Cameron who was 
in a great support position on 
his inside shoulder.

� e young centre, who had 
another cracking game, burst 
the attempted tackle to score 
under the posts, again giving 
Carmichael another easy 
conversion for a � nal score of 
36-11.

� is was another fantastic 
away performance from the 
'Green Machine' who have 
only lost three away games all 
season.

Another bonus point vic-
tory keeps them in second 

place with three home league 
games to play.

� e next home game is 
on Saturday March 2 when 

Wigtownshire make the 
long journey from Stranraer 
for their � rst visit to 
Glencruitten.

Stephen Povey scored Oban’s � rst try on Saturday.

A determined Iwan Roberts.
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SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE FIXTURES

OBAN SAINTS’  YOUTH RESULTS

Oban Saints reach last eight 
of West of Scotland Cup

Oban Saints  5
Neilston 2

West of Scotland Cup - 5th round

Fraser MacFarlane knocks the ball through Neilston 
keeper Gareth Fulton’s legs to give Saints the lead.

Lewis Cameron makes it 2-0 to Saints. Match report and photographs: Derek Black.

James Ford nets Saints’ fourth goal.

Oban Saints’ youth results: St Rochs 4, Under 15s 3. 
Saints’ goalscorers were Ross Higgins (2) and John 
Douglas. Rutherglen Glencairn 3, Under 16s 1. Scoring 
for Saints was Connor Moore.

Saturday February 23: Premier Division - Inverclyde v 
Oban Saints; Premier Division One - Lochgilphead Red 
Star v Claremont; Port Glasgow v Campbeltown Pupils; 
Premier Division Two - Port Glasgow OBU v Tarbert.

A � rst senior goal for Oban 
Saints’ youngster Keir 
MacLean helped spare his 
goalkeeper’s blushes as the 
normally reliable Graham 
‘Sugar’ Douglas had an a� er-
noon he will want to forget at 
Glencruitten last Saturday.

MacLean’s strike put Saints 
back in control a� er two 
goal-keeping abhorrations 
had gi� ed opponents Neilston 
a way back into what, until 
then, was shaping up to be a 
comfortable West of Scotland 
Amateur Cup � � h round 
win.

With the lead restored, a 
late brace from second half 
substitute James Ford put a 
shine on the scoreline and 
sent Saints comfortably 
through to the last eight of 
the West District’s premier 
cup competition.

Management duo Donald 
Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell stuck with the 
same starting line-up which 
had put � ve past Dunoon in 
the previous week’s Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Premier Division encounter 
at Dunoon Stadium and 
added the returning James 
Ford to a strong bench 
which also boasted the 
now free-from-suspension 
Campbell.

Saints lined up with 
Graham Douglas in goal 
behind a back four of Ruaridh 
Horne, captain Dene Cassells, 
Dougal Graham and Scott 
Maitland. Matthew Kelly and 
Willie Gemmell occupied 
the holding mid� eld roles 
with a three of David Beaton, 
Lewis Cameron and Fraser 
MacFarlane supporting cen-
tral striker Craig MacEwan. 
Keir MacLean provided the 
youth on the bench alongside 
experienced quartet Donald 
Campbell, James Ford, Kerr 
Newbigging and Steven 
MacLeod.

Visitors Neilston are putting 
together a credible challenge 
for promotion to next season’s 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division and 
made a bright start with the 
impressive Ryan Anderson 
twice beating Scott Maitland 
to send dangerous balls into 
the box inside the opening 
two minutes.

Neilston refused to let 
Saints settle and from the 
le�  wing David Millar sent 
Kyle Tannock through on 
goal with Graham Douglas 
coming quickly o�  his line 
to make a good block at the 
expense of a corner kick. 
Matthew Stevenson’s delivery 
from the le�  was headed 
clear by Saints’ captain Dene 
Cassells who, in the process, 
appeared to aggravate a back 
niggle picked up during the 
warm-up.

Saints eventually awoke 

from their slumbers with 
Lewis Cameron forcing a 
fourth minute save from 
Neilston keeper Gareth 
Fulton low to his le� .

� e back injury troubling 
Dene Cassells became too 
much to bear forcing Saints 
into a substitution a� er just 
11 minutes. Steven MacLeod 
came o�  the bench to replace 
the skipper and join Dougal 
Graham in central defence.

Good work from Willie 
Gemmell and Fraser 
MacFarlane in the 20th 
minute sent Scott Maitland 
away on the le�  from where 
the full-back delivered a 
tempting cross which Craig 
MacEwan could only slice 
wide of Gareth Fulton’s le�  
hand post.

� e momentum was build-
ing from the home side and 
the breakthrough came two 

minutes later from the le�  
foot of Fraser MacFarlane. 
David Beaton and Craig 
MacEwan combined well 
on the right, with the latter 
laying a diagonal ball into 
the path of MacFarlane who 
threaded the ball through the 
legs of the advancing keeper 
to open the scoring.

Gareth Fulton denied Lewis 
Cameron again in the 26th 
minute from another Craig 
MacEwan lay o�  as Saints 
maintained the upper hand.

Full-backs Scott Maitland 
and Ruaridh Horne com-
bined to good e� ect in the 
29th minute with Craig 
MacEwan once again failing 
to make the contact neces-
sary to trouble the Neilston 
keeper. Maitland’s cross from 
the le�  was taken down well 
by Horne and squared to 
MacEwan who sent the ball 
spinning wide.

Sixty seconds later Fraser 
MacFarlane came agonisingly 
close to doubling his tally 
making a good run on the 
right and steering the ball 
wide of the advancing Gareth 
Fulton but, unfortunately, 
also the bottom of the far 
post.

A long straight ball into the 
box from Neilston full-back 
Nicholas McCardon was well 
held by Graham Douglas 
under pressure from Sean 
Crumlish with the Saints  
keeper launching a counter 
attack which saw Scott 
Maitland race away on the le�  
and break into the Neilston 
penalty area. 

Maitland’s run was matched 
by Ryan Anderson who made 
a perfectly-timed sliding in-
terception to halt Maitland’s 
progress and clear the danger.

� e Saints le�  back con-
tinued to make a nuisance 
of himself and latched onto 

Oban’s  European Tour 
gol� ng sensation Robert 
MacIntyre was pipped 
by his friend and fellow 
Scot Connor Syme in the 
strokeplay section of the 
ISPS Handa World Super 6 
at Lake Karrinyup Country 
Club, Perth, last week.

� e � rst three days was 
the usual strokeplay format 
with players � ghting for a 
place in the last 24. � ey 
would then play six holes 
of matchplay to � nd the 
eventual winner.

Round one saw the 
Glencruitten golfer card a 
two under par 70 with three 
birdies and one bogey.

� e second round saw 
Bob card a superb � ve 
under par 67 with four 
birdies, one bogey and 

an eagle at the 11th. � e 
le� -hander struggled a bit 
in the third round, but still 
came in with a one over par 
73 with two birdies and 
three bogeys.

� is was good enough to 
get the 22-year-old a play-
o�  place with 11 others 
for the last remaining 10 
spaces in the matchplay 
part of the tournament 
and this he did in emphatic 
style with a great birdie 
on the play-o�  hole. Bob 
was drawn against friend 
Connor Syme in Super 6 
round one and lost one up 
to his fellow Scot.

Bob now has a break be-
fore the Oman Open at Al 
Mouj Golf Club in Muscat 
starting on � ursday 
February 28. 

Robert MacIntyre. Photograph: Bounce Sports.

Bob pipped in 
matchplay at 
World Super 6     
in Australia
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Oban Saints reach last eight 
of West of Scotland Cup SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 

WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 21, 
2019 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 00.43 0.2 06.47 4.3 
 13.25 0.4  19.12 4.0
Fri 01.28 0.1 07.27 4.2 
 14.06 0.5 19.50 3.9
Sat 02.11 0.2 08.06 4.0 
 14.47 0.7 20.28 3.7
Sun 02.55 0.5 08.44 3.8 
 15.29 1.0 21.07 3.5
Mon 03.40 0.8 09.24 3.4 
 16.14 1.3 21.50 3.2
Tues 04.28 1.1 10.09 3.1 
 17.06 1.5 22.46 3.0
Wed 05.24 1.5 11.10 2.8 
 18.10 1.8  **.** *.*              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light cloud and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 12ºC.
Friday 
Sunny intervals and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
8°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and 
a moderate breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 12ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

14

10

8

Keir MacLean stears the ball home to put Saints 3-2 in front. This was the youngster’s � rst 
goal for the senior side.

James Ford rounds o�  the scoring.

a well-measured Craig 
MacEwan through ball to 
send a low cross into the box 
for Lewis Cameron. Saints’ 
top scorer opted for a lay o�  to 
Willie Gemmell who saw his 
e� ort from 22 yards charged 
down on the 18-yard line by 
Ross Conway. � e visitors 
countered with a long ball 
up to Kyle Tannock, whose 
threat was nulli� ed by Dougal 
Graham who comfortably 
mopped up the danger to see 
Saints through to the half-
time interval with good value 
for their slender lead.

Saints kicked o�  the second 
half attacking the Moss� eld 
end. � ey got o�  to the best 
possible start when Ruaridh 
Horne’s overlapping run 
and cross from the right was 
slotted home from eight yards 
by Lewis Cameron a� er 90 
seconds.

Straight from the re-start, 
Saints regained possession 
with Fraser MacFarlane set-
ting up Lewis Cameron for a 
shot from a tight angle across 
the keeper but unfortunately 
also wide of the far post.

A mazy diagonal run by 
Scott Maitland evaded four 
Neilston challenges before 
Ryan Anderson once again 
made a telling intervention to 
halt the Saints le�  back.

A 51st minute foul on 
Lewis Cameron gave Willie 
Gemmell a chance with the 
dead ball from 28 yards, how-
ever, the co-manager’s quest 
for his � rst goal of the season 
continued with a tame e� ort 
which Gareth Fulton was able 
to � eld comfortably.

Young full-back Ruaridh 
Horne continued to press 
forward on the right where he 
was joined in the 55th minute 
by the overlapping Matthew 
Kelly, whose dangerous low 
cross along the six-yard line 
sadly found no takers in navy 
blue.

Saints’ high tempo start to 
the second half began to slow 
allowing the visitors a way 
back into the game.

Slackness in the Saints 
defence gi� ed David Millar 
a 58th minute chance which 
Graham Douglas blocked 
with his outstretched le�  foot 
to deny the Neilston wide 
man.

Saints made their � rst 
change on the hour with 
James Ford coming on to 
replace David Beaton.

Saints’ policy of playing out 
from the back proved their 
undoing in the 63rd minute 
when Graham Douglas 
allowed the ball to roll under 
his feet and was robbed by 
Liam Hughes who squared 
to Kyle Tannock for a simple 
eight-yard tap-in.

Donald Campbell and Kerr 
Newbigging entered the fray 
in the 68th minute at the 
expense of Fraser MacFarlane 
and Willie Gemmell just 
moments before a major let-
o�  when a Ryan Anderson 
lob from the corner of the 
box landed inches wide of 
target with the Saints keeper 
stranded.

Neilston worked hard 
throughout and were re-
warded for their endeavours 
in the 71st minute when a 
seemingly routine save from a 
David Millar shot spun away 
from the gloves of Graham 
Douglas and nestled in the 

bottom corner of the net 
behind the red-faced keeper. 
Full-back Ruaridh Horne 
limped o�  with a hamstring 
strain to be replaced by 
striker Keir MacLean who 
would make a telling impact 
on proceedings.

Saints forced a good open-
ing on the le�  which saw 
Lewis Cameron tumble in the 
box under a challenge from 
Ryan Anderson which referee 
Tam Gilchrist saw nothing 
wrong with.

� e Saints number one’s 
blushes were spared in the 
81st minute when Donald 
Campbell and Craig 
MacEwan linked up well to 
set up Keir MacLean, who cut 
in from the le�  and slotted a 
cool right-foot � nish from 
nine yards past the advancing 
Gareth Fulton and into the 
unguarded net.

� e Saints youngster thought 
he had doubled his tally four 
minutes later � ring high into 
the net from a similar posi-
tion a� er Gareth Fulton had 
done well to parry a Donald 
Campbell shot. Mr Gilchrist, 
however, ruled that the young 
striker had strayed o� side.

James Ford made the tie 
safe for Saints in the � nal 
minute of the 90 � nishing 
o�  a good move on the le�  
involving Scott Maitland, 
Lewis Cameron and Donald 
Campbell with a le� -foot � n-
ish from a tight angle across 

the keeper and in o�  the far 
post.

Nicholas McCardon hooked 
a Keir MacLean header from 
a Lewis Cameron corner 
kick o�  the goal line before 
a late tackle on Cameron by 
Neilston substitute David 
Young, coupled with a spot 
of retribution from Matthew 
Kelly, had players on both 
sides reaching for their hand-
bags in the second minute of 
the generous amount of time 
added on. � e experienced 
Caledonian League whistler, 
one of the top referees in 
Scotland, quickly restored 
order issuing yellow cards 
to Lewis Cameron, Matthew 
Kelly, Kerr Newbigging and 
Neilston’s Gareth Fulton, 
Robbie McNamara and David 
Young. � e action continued 
into the 97th minute when 
a well-measured Donald 
Campbell cross was taken 
down at the back post by 
Craig MacEwan and squared 
to James Ford who cushioned 
a volley past the le�  hand of 
Gareth Fulton and into the 
bottom corner of the net 
rounding o�  the scoring and 
sending Saints safely through 
to the sixth round.

Saints return to league du-
ties this Saturday when they 
travel to the tail o’ the bank to 
face Inverclyde.
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INSIDE  THIS  WEEK: 
Oban Saints reach
last eight of West of 
Scotland Cup

Magnus Bradbury could make a return to 
international rugby this weekend following 
a dynamic display against the Dragons for 
Edinburgh Rugby last Friday night.

� e 23-year-old from Oban returned to 
action, following a four-month stint on the 
sidelines, with a man-of-the-match perfor-
mance which included a try, great carrying and 
several crunching tackles during the Guinness 
Pro14 clash at Murray� eld.

Magnus injured his shoulder in October’s 
Heineken Champions Cup victory over RC 
Toulon, but there seemed to be no ill e� ects 
last weekend as he added serious � repower to 
Edinburgh’s back-row, helping the capital side 
to a  34-17 victory over the Welsh out� t.

His 63-minute try proved pivotal in the game 
but, having spent the last four months in the 
gym, he admitted it took him a while to get his 
game head on again.

Speaking to � e Oban Times on Monday 
night Magnus said: ‘It was great to be back. It 
took me 20 to 30 minutes to get going but then 
everything just clicked into place.’

As well as working on his recovery from 
a shoulder operation, Bradbury has been 
working on his strength and conditioning and 
having gained 3kg during this time has some 
added power to his play.

‘It felt real good to be out there playing again 
and I felt � tter and stronger than I ever have,’ 
he added.

Scotland head coach Gregor Townsend was 
in the crowd watching the game which gave 
every indication that stepping back into the 
international squad this weekend would not be 

an unreasonable challenge for Magnus. A� er 
the match, the former Oban Lorne RFC for-
ward received a call from Townsend inviting 
him to train with the Scotland squad this week.

Scotland travel to the Stade de France this 
weekend for the third round of the 2019 Six 
Nations Championship where the hosts will 
have an axe to grind having been humbled 
44-8 by England at Twickenham last time out.

� e Scots themselves have something to 
prove, however, having been similarly un-
derwhelmed when losing 13-22 to Ireland the 
same weekend.

Bradbury was reluctant to get drawn into a 
conversation about the possibility of inclusion 
in the travelling squad, but considering the ra�  
of back-row players who have been ruled out 
of the Six Nations Campaign through injury in 
recent weeks a call-up may just be around the 
corner.

‘It would be a dream come true if I were 
selected to play for Scotland this weekend, 
but I’m not getting ahead of myself,’ he said. 
‘My main focus at the moment is playing well 
for Edinburgh. We’re in a play-o�  position 
in the league and have the semi-� nals of the 
Champions Cup so there is plenty exciting 
rugby coming up.’ Friday night's victory li� ed 
Edinburgh up to second place on the Guinness 
Pro14 Conference B table, 22 points behind 
runaway leaders Leinster a� er 15 games.

Bradbury earned his � rst full cap at interna-
tional level in November 2016 when he played a 
part in Scotland’s 19-16 victory over Argentina. 
He has made another three appearances in the 
1st XV since then, his last in June last year.

International 
comeback 
on the cards        
for Bradbury

Man of the match 
Magnus Bradbury 
at full time on 
Friday night. 
Photograph: SN Group.

Manor House Hotel & Restaurant
From the Duke of Argyll‛s Estate in 1780 to today

A Tradition of Fine Hospitality
Overlooking the harbour

Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com
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Lochaber councillor Allan 
Henderson has defended 
Highland Council’s decision 
to increase fares on the 
Corran Ferry following a � ery 
budget meeting last week.

At a Highland Council 
meeting on � ursday 
(February 14), Fort William 
and Ardnamurchan coun-
cillor Andrew Baxter lodged 
a last-minute amendment to 
the council’s budget plan in 
an attempt to block a price 
hike on the lifeline ferry 
service. 

Charge
Mr Baxter’s proposal to 

introduce a £1 foot passenger 
charge, rather than increase 
all fares by three per cent as 
set out in the budget, was 
rejected by councillors.

Holding alo�  a Corran Ferry 
ticket at the meeting, Mr 
Baxter told the council: ‘For 
those on the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula this is their pass-
port to work on the mainland, 
it’s their passport to go 
shopping in Fort William and 

it’s their passport to medical 
appointments at the Belford 
Hospital. But it is also prob-
ably the most expensive piece 
of paper in the Highlands.’

Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan Councillor 
Niall MacLean, who seconded 
Mr Baxter’s proposal for a 
foot passenger charge in place 
of general fare increases, said 
it would make for a more sus-
tainable future for the ferry.

‘I don’t think foot passengers 
would worry paying it,’ he 
said. ‘It’s a long drive round, 
but it’s an even longer walk.’

However, Caol and Mallaig 
councillor Allan Henderson 
said Mr Baxter’s remarks were 
‘over-exaggerated’ and that 
the ferry fare increases were 
reasonable, considering the 
increase equated to just seven 
pence for locals who buy a 
concessionary book of tickets.

‘� e concessionary books, 
that all locals are able to get, 
means the three per cent 
increase this year is seven 
pence per journey for all 
locals who can get a book,’ Mr 

Henderson defends Corran 
Ferry price hike amid row

Youngsters from a number of Lochaber schools joined last Friday’s national schools strike calling on politicians 
to do more to tackle climate change. It included Lochaber High School pupil Holly Gillibrand, parents, as well as 
primary youngsters from Banavie and Spean Bridge primaries. Holly’s growing pro� le as a young environmental 
activist has been boosted further with interviews with the BBC, STV and Channel 4. Full story, page four.

Lochaber youngsters join global climate fi ght

Continued on page three

IT’S BACK!
and open for entries

See page 31 for full details 
on how to enter and you could be 
in with a chance of winning £500
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Around 40 people ignored 
the drizzling rain to gather 
at the Massacre of Glencoe 
Memorial last week for the 
annual commemoration of 
the treacherous events of 
February 13, 1692.

Local residents from 
Glencoe and Ballachulish 
were joined by several visi-
tors from overseas, including 
the United States.

Last Wednesday’s events 
began with a service in St 
Mary’s Church at Glencoe 
– conducted by the Rev 
Amanda Fairclough and 
assisted by William Mather, 
president of the Clan Donald 
Society of the Highlands and 
Islands – which was also 
attended by youngsters from 
Glencoe Primary School.

� e traditional procession 
to the tapering Celtic cross 
memorial followed, with 
piper Iain MacGillivray, 
Commander of Clan 
MacGillivray – ancient allies 

of the MacDonalds – leading 
the way. Wreaths were laid 
on behalf of  Clan Donald 
Highlands and Islands by 
Mrs Diane Carey-Schmitz 
of Clan Donald USA; by 
Ros MacDonald on behalf 
of Glencoe Heritage Trust 
(sponsored by Mr and Mrs 
R Littrell of the USA) and 
by the National Trust for 

Scotland.
In attendance were the 

High Chief of Clan Donald, 
Lord Macdonald, and his 
wife, Lady Macdonald, from 
Skye; and Iain MacGillivray, 
chief of Clan MacGillivray.

Also attending in his o�  cial 
herald’s o�  ce of Finlaggan 
Pursuivant to the chiefs of 
Clan Donald was Tom Miers, 

currently an elected member 
of Scottish Borders Council 
who resides in Kelso in the 
Borders.

� e 23rd Psalm was then 
sung and young piper Ronnie 
MacIntosh, from Fort 
William, played � e Lament 
at the memorial. A Gaelic ad-
dress was given by Brigadier 
John Macfarlane of Taynuilt.

Glencoe Heritage Trust’s 
Ros Macdonald, who was 
attending the service for the 
38th year, said it was good 
to see such a strong turnout 
despite the dreadful weather.

‘� e weather was not very 
nice and I felt really sad for 
the youngsters as they had to 

wait so long in the rain,’ she 
said.

‘But it was fantastic to see 
them and it all went very 
well. I don’t think there were 
as many this year as last year, 
but it was still at least 40 
people who made it, which 
was good.’ 

Glencoe massacre remembered in annual service 

Chas MacDonald goes barefoot in the rain; Ros Macdonald, Glencoe Heritage Trust, 
laid a wreath on behalf of the Clan MacDonald Society of America; Iain MacGillivray, 
Commander of the Clan MacGillivray, pipes the procession from St Mary’s Church 
along Glencoe main street. All photographs: Iain Ferguson

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Police in Fort William are 
appealing for information 
a� er a number of vehicles 
were vandalised in the Upper 
Achintore area of the town 
over the weekend.

At least 15 vehicles had 
tyres damaged with a sharp 
instrument between 10pm 
on Friday (February 15) and 

6am the following morning. 
A number of streets were af-
fected, including Dunbarton 
Road, Connochie Road, Mull 
Court, Angus Crescent and 
Raasay Court.

Constable David Mockett 
described the incidents as ‘an 
extensive act of vandalism’ 
which had caused ‘entirely 

needless inconvenience and 
� nancial impact’ to those 
a� ected.

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact police in 
Fort William on 101, quot-
ing reference NP500/19 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111 if there is a preferance to 
remain anonymous.

15 cars hit by vandalism in Fort William

Henderson defends Corran 
Ferry price hike amid row
Continued from page one
Henderson said responding 
to Mr Baxter at the meeting.

‘As for foot passengers, of 
course, why wouldn’t we 
charge for them now? I think 
it’s high time we started doing 
that. But I think at this mo-
ment to make policy up on the 
hoof we need to get the actual 
� gures and bring this back to 
the committee.’

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times a� er the budget meet-
ing, Mr Henderson explained 
that Highland Council had 
made  a concession that if 
the three per cent increase 
for 2019/20 was accepted, it 
would look at charging foot 
passengers in the future and 
issue 20 tickets per book 
instead of 30, to try and mit-
igate against any increases in 

2020/21 and 2021/22. He felt 
it was ‘strange’ Mr Baxter did 
not support this option.

‘People accept that rea-
sonable increases will take 
place from time to time and 
seven pence on a trip for 
regular users is reasonable. 
� e council were able to limit 
this small increase to seven 
pence by taking on a bigger 
risk on the insurance policy 
for the vessels. � is, however, 
leaves the council with a half 
million pound excess charge.’

Mr Henderson continued: 
‘I know this will a� ect locals 
and regular users just the 
same as every other increase 
that they face will a� ect them, 
but as it has been pointed out, 
costs do go up, as well as the 
crew having to get regular 
wage increases, otherwise the 

ferry will not be sustainable.
‘Increases and in� ation are 

a fact of life. We also have to 
remember that this is within 
the context of a £30 million 
budget cut by Highland 
Council without any redun-
dancies planned.’

Mr Henderson vowed to 
talk to senior o�  cers about 
how Highland Council can 
keep the ferry ‘on an even 
keel budget’ without imple-
menting the 3 per cent in the 
following years.

He added: ‘It is important 
that Highland Council keeps 
this service sustainable as 
they look at the possibility 
of other operators, be that 
CalMac or community own-
ership, while also looking 
at the longer term � xed link 
option.’Rugby legend Gregor Townsend... 

Fishing on the Tay... Borders under 
the spotlight... Horse hero Ian Stark.. 

Stan Laurel’s Caledonian roots... 
Pheasant recipes... Stuart MacRae...
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Glencoe massacre remembered in annual service 
It was on a freezing cold 
winter’s morning in 
February 1692 that a reg-
iment of soldiers carried 
out an act so heinous and 
contrary to Highland cus-
tom that more than three 
centuries later its name 
still retains the power to 
evoke strong emotions.

In the early hours of 
February 13, 1692, 38 men, 
women and children of 
the MacDonald clan – or 
the MacIains as they were 
known – were murdered by 
troops acting on behalf of 
the government and whom 
they had billeted in their 
homes.

� e MacDonalds had 
been rebels, but had taken 
the oath of allegiance to 
King William and so felt 
safe to extend the Highland 
hospitality to Captain 
Robert Campbell and his 
120 soldiers for a fortnight 
before the massacre.

But Campbell had been 
told to ‘put all to the sword 
under 70’ in an early morn-
ing surprise attack, while 
his hosts were asleep.

It was to be an example of 
what could happen to other 
Highland clans considered 
a possible threat to the new 
regime in London under 
King William of Orange.

Among those mur-
dered was  chief of the 
MacDonalds of Glen Coe, 
Alasdair MacDonald, 
known as MacIain.  As 
well as those who died 
by sword, bayonet and 
musket, others later died 
of exposure in the bitter 
winter conditions a� er 
being forced from their 
burning cro� s.

Although such violence 
was not uncommon in the 
Highlands at this time, 
what made this shocking 
was that it had been 
‘slaughter under trust’.

But if it was intended to 
scare the MacDonalds and 
their various clan branches 
into submission, the plan 
back� red and the memory 
of the black deeds carried 
out at Glencoe ensured 
Clan Donald’s support to 
the Jacobite risings of 1715 
and 1745.

That fateful morning

 The service at the Clan Memorial, led by Rev Amanda 
Fairclough;  Lord Macdonald and Diane Carey-Schmitz of 
the Clan Donald Foundation; Pupils from Glencoe Primary 
School ignored the rain to take part in the event.

A Torlundy-based haulage 
� rm has had its operating li-
cence revoked on grounds of 
lack of professional compe-
tence and � nancial standing.

Tra�  c Commissioner (TC) 
Joan Aitken took the deci-
sion to strip MacDiarmid 
Haulage Ltd of its licence last 
month a� er the company 
failed to provide evidence of 
continuing � nancial stand-
ing or adequate arrange-
ments to employ a transport 
manager during a period of 
grace.

Mrs Aitken revoked the 
licence with e� ect from 
February 15, but refrained 
from making any disquali� -
cation orders.

Following a public inquiry 
in Inverness in October last 
year, MacDiarmid Haulage’s 
sole director, Donald 
MacDiarmid, was given 
until January 9 to � nd a new 
transport manager, a� er the 
TC disquali� ed the previous 
one, as well as demonstrate 
it had enough � nances to 
operate � ve HGVs.

However, the TC deter-
mined that MacDiarmid 
had failed to do so by the 
deadline.

� e inquiry into 
MacDiarmid Haulage was 
originally called a� er a 
DVSA vehicle examiner 
issued one of the company’s 
trailers with an ‘S’ marked 
immediate prohibition, 
which are only issued when 
the examiner believes 
a severe defect is due to 
signi� cant breakdown in 
the vehicle’s maintenance 
procedures. A total of nine 
immediate defects were 
discovered at the roadside in 
March 2018.

Failure
Just over a week later, an 

immediate variation prohi-
bition for a tyre failure was 
issued by the examiner on 
the same trailer, followed by 
a further variation prohibi-
tion being imposed for an 
inoperative service brake. A 
maintenance investigation 
at the operator’s Torlundy 
premises in May last year 
revealed more de� ciencies, 
while another ‘S’ marked 
immediate prohibition was 
issued at a Police Scotland 
road check in October 2018.

At the public inquiry in 
October, the TC then gave 
the business until January 9 

to nominate a new transport 
manager and show evidence 
of continuing � nancial 
standing, or else the licence 
would be revoked.

Mrs Aitken said that 
getting evidence from Mr 
MacDiarmid was like ‘pull-
ing teeth’ and there was a 
‘lack of engagement’.

In her decision, she wrote: 
‘I gave him a chance and a 
reasonable deadline given 
what he told me he expected 
to do to remedy the de� cien-
cies in the licence. He has 
failed to meet that deadline 
and what he has produced 
goes only so far to meet the 
mandatory requirements for 
an operator licence.

‘I have to take my own 
orders seriously,’ she added. 
‘� ey cannot be idle threats.’

MacDiarmid Haulage 
Ltd was contacted by the 
Lochaber Times but was un-
available for comment before 
going to print.

MacDiarmid Haulage has 
operating licence revoked

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003
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As thousands of school-
children in towns and 
cities around the UK stayed 
away from their classrooms 
to take part in Friday’s 
national school strike for 
climate action, the Swedish 
teenager, who � rst sparked 
the movement with her lone 
protest outside the Swedish 
parliament last summer, 
took time to praise a fellow 
climate activist from Fort 
William.

Readers of the Lochaber 
Times will by now be 
familiar with high school 
pupil Holly Gillibrand, 
from Kinlocheil, who has 
been striking from school 
for one hour every Friday 
for almost two months.

Holly also recently be-
came one of the Lochaber 
Times’ regular columnists, 

writing on environmental 
issues from a young per-
son’s perspective.

From humble beginnings, 
the numbers joining her 
outside Lochaber High 

Swedish teenage activist 
praises Lochaber’s Holly

Left, Pupils of Spean 
Bridge Primary School 
were out demonstrating 
for more climate change; 
and below, leading 
Friday’s school climate 
strike outside Lochaber 
High School, Holly 
Gillibrand is � lmed for 
social media by her mum, 
Kate Willis.
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.

photo

Banavie primary pupils also took part in the day of action. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photo

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

School each week have 
slowly grown and last 
Friday’s major day of action 
saw dozens of youngsters 
along with parents lining 
the roadside and waving 
climate action placards.

But the high school pupils 
were not the only Lochaber 
youngsters to strike in 
support of the call for 
politicians to do more to 
combat climate change.

A number of youngsters 
from both Banavie and 
Spean Bridge Primary 
Schools were also out 
demonstrating as part 
of the global phenom-
enon sparked by Greta 
Thunberg.

Asked by the Guardian 
newspaper for her reac-
tion to the thousands of 
students and pupils in the 
UK taking part in school 
strikes, Ms Thunberg 
praised Holly as one of 
the ‘real heroes’ of the 
movement.

‘� ere has been a number 
of real heroes on school 
strike, for instance in 
Scotland and Ireland, for 
some time now. 

‘Such as  Holly 
Gillibrand and the ones in 
Cork with the epic sign say-
ing ‘the emperor is naked’,’ 
she told the Guardian. Aged 
just 16, Ms � unberg’s 

speeches at the UN and in 
front of businesses leaders 
at Davos more recently, 
have brought her to inter-
national prominence.

And a global strike 
planned for March 15 is 
expected to be the biggest 
yet with mobilisations 
in 150 cities around the 
world.

£820,000 
Highlands 
drugs haul
Drugs with a street value of 
more than £820,000 have 
been seized throughout 
the Highlands and islands 
during a four-week period 
in January and February.

Officers carried out 
targeted activity aimed at 
removing illegal drugs from 
the streets while causing 
extensive disruption to 
those intent on trafficking 
and dealing.

Substances seized included 
substantial quantities of 
heroin, cocaine and illegally 
obtained tablets purchased 
online. The raids also 
uncovered a large-scale 
cannabis cultivation.

Approximately £17,000 in 
cash was also seized.

During the period, 34 
drug search warrants were 
executed resulting in the 
seizures, including in 
Lochaber. As a direct result, 
eight people have or will be 
reported in connection with 
the supply of controlled 
drugs, with several others 
the subject of ongoing 
enquires.

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
           www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU  Tel: 01463 238000
Tyock  Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY  Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  Tel: 01847 894956
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� ousands waited too long at NHS 
Highland A&E departments in 2018

� e parents of a nine-year-old 
girl in Fort William su� ering 
from an extremely rare form 
of cancer said ‘words could 
not describe’ how they felt 
when they heard that three 
stem cell donors had matched 
with their young daughter.

Chloe Purvis, who was  di-
agnosed with myelodysplastic 
syndrome (MDS), a rare type 
of blood cancer, at the end of 
last year is expected to receive 
an urgent stem cell transplant 
which could prove vital to her 
cancer treatment.

� e  Bun Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar pupil was taken 
to see her GP at the end of 
November when her mum 
Sarah noticed that Chloe was 
getting particularly out of 
breath and was feeling more 

tired than usual. A� er tests 
at Belford Hospital showed an 
abnormally low blood count, 
Chloe underwent a number 
of tests in Aberdeen and by 
December it was con� rmed 
that she had MDS.

Given the average age for 
someone to be diagnosed with 
MDS is 75 years old, Chloe’s 
diagnosis was extremely 
unusual.

Chloe’s three younger sis-
ters, Islay, four, and two-year-

old twins Charlotte and Elsie, 
were tested and found to be 
unsuitable donor matches, 
leaving Chloe’s father Lea 
and mum Sarah fearing the 
worst. However, a� er weeks 
of anxious waiting, the family 

were told last week that three 
potential donors are all a 100 
per cent match.

‘It’s amazing,’ said Lea, a 
bus driver with Shiel Buses. 
‘Words can’t describe how we 
felt when we got the news. A 
month ago we were told there 
were three potential matches 
out of 10. � ose three people 
were then tested and it turns 
out they’re all a 100 per cent 
match with Chloe.’

Chloe is continuing to 
receive treatment in Glasgow, 
with Lea taking her to 
appointments two or three 
times a week while Sarah 
stays at home with the other 
children. Even if the stem cell 
transplant is successful, there 
is still a one-in-four risk Chloe 
could develop leukaemia as a 
result of the treatment.

‘Yes, it’s great news but 
there’s still a chance it can 

turn into leukemia,’ Lea con-
tinued. ‘� e only good news is 
they at least know how to treat 
leukaemia.’

Lea praised the work of 
medical professionals, saying 
the family were in ‘good 
hands’. He also thanked the 
Fort William community and 
his employer Shiel Buses for 
their support a� er an online 
fundraising page has raise 
more than £1,000 to help the 
family.

‘It’s amazing the communi-
ty that we’ve got,’ he added. 
‘You just don’t get that in 
other places.’

Lea is also grateful for the 
support of cancer charity 
CLIC Sargent and, in particu-
lar, CLIC House in Glasgow, 
as well as  Anthony Nolan, 
which was key to � nding suit-
able donors through its global 
stem cell register.

Hope for Chloe as doctors 
fi nd stem cell donor match

Nine-year-old 
Chloe Purvis, 
with her mum 
and dad, and 
sisters, Islay and 
twins Charlotte 
and Elsie. 
Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson

Turn to page 
eight to � nd 
out about a 
fundraiser to 
help Chloe and 
her family.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

With the Nevis Landscape 
Partnership (NLP) once again 
supporting the Fort William 
Mountain Festival this 
year,  � e Nevis Partnership 
is pioneering new ways to 
capture donations using con-
tactless payment technology.

Ben and Glen Nevis are 
at the centre of mountain 
culture in Fort William, with 
more than 160,000 people 
walking up the Ben Nevis 
mountain path in 2018 and 
an estimated 300,000 people 
visiting the glen each year.

In order for the team to 
continue maintaining the 
paths, improving visitor 
facilities, conserving habitats 
and ecosystems for wildlife 
and planting trees, they 
need as much support as 
possible, especially as they 
operate without any statutory 
funding.

� e Nevis Partnership has 
paired up with charity tech-
nology specialists GoodBox 
to collect donations through 
contactless technology. As 
fewer and fewer people carry 
cash, this new technology is 
increasingly important for 
charities to collect donations.

So, where can people ‘tap’ 
to show their support? Visit 
� e Nevis Partnership team 
at the � lm festival exhibition 
zone in the Nevis Centre 
from the � ursday until 

Sunday evening where a ‘tap’, 
can sponsor a tree, pick up 
a t-shirt or 2019 calendar, 
and can get a copy of their 
latest book on the North Face 
Survey project.

People can also ‘tap’ on 
the door of ‘� e North Face 
Survey’ book launch on 
Friday February 22 where a 
suggested donation of £5 per 
ticket will get 10 per cent o�  a 
copy of the book. � e launch 
takes place at West Highland 
College UHI from 4-6pm. 
Following the festival, the 
GoodBox device will be in 
the Ben Nevis Visitor Centre 
until March 8.

If anyone misses � e Nevis 
Partnership at the Mountain 
Festival, there are many other 
ways to support the impor-
tant work they do by visiting 
nevispartnership.co.uk.

Nevis Partnership taps 
into contactless donations

The partnership is using 
contactless technology.

Plans to set 
up centre of 
excellence

Lundavra 
community 
meeting

The Nevis Partnership is 
currently exploring the pos-
sibility of creating a � agship 
centre of excellence in the 
heart of Glen Nevis.

The partnership’s 
proposed Nevis Field 
Centre would provide a 
focal point for conservation 
and protection of Glen 
Nevis, and a physical facility 
in the heart of the glen for 
organisations and groups to 
share ideas and resources.

The partnership has 
organised a series of 
drop-in sessions about 
the project at the Nevis 
Centre on Tuesday February 
26, Wednesday 27 and 
Thursday 28, with two 
sessions each day from 
2-4pm and 6-8pm.

The next meeting of 
Lundavra Community Area 
Group is at 6pm Thursday 
February 28 at Lundavra 
Primary School. 
Everyone is welcome to 
come along and share their 
views and ideas concerning 
the community.
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Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce was delighted to 
welcome Jamie Hepburn MSP, 
the minister for business, fair 
work and skills, along to our 
Business Forum meeting of 
premier members. 

Held at the Liberty British 
Aluminium head o�  ce in 
Fort William, Mr Hepburn 
had a fruitful discussion 
with representatives from the 
premium member businesses, 
which includes many of 
Lochaber’s biggest compa-
nies, who value the access to 
high-level discussions this 
level of membership o� ers.

With exciting economic de-
velopments on the horizon, it 
was a good time for our major 
employers to talk directly 
to the minister about what 
they feel is required to ensure 
Lochaber has the skilled 
workforce it needs. 

� e meeting was chaired by 

Lesley Ben� eld, programme 
director of Developing the 
Young Workforce (DYW) 
West Highland. 

Mr Hepburn was very sup-
portive of the work that DYW 
West Highland team does in 
linking young people from 
high schools in Lochaber, 
Skye and Wester Ross with 
employers throughout the 
area and the range of oppor-
tunities that it allows young 
people to experience. 

He was also supportive of 
the exciting plans in progress 
to create a new Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Maths Centre as part of 
West Highland College UHI. 
� is new facility will place 

Lochaber at the forefront of a 
drive to innovate from within 
the Highlands and allow our 
young people (and existing 
workforce) to ensure they 
have the high-level technical 
skills needed, not just to work 
in, but also to create and lead, 
the businesses of the future 
right here in Lochaber. 

Mr Hepburn le�  the meeting 
in no doubt about the passion 
that exists within our business 
community to ensure we are 
ready to embrace the chal-
lenges and opportunities of 
the future. We look forward to 
his further input as Lochaber’s 
ambitious economic plans 
move into their next phase of 
development. 

View from the Chamber

 Jamie Hepburn MSP, with chamber sta�  and represent-
atives of Lochaber Chamber premium members at the 
business forum meeting.

Nathan Berrie stands on top of the Cobbler and, right, is � lmed as he climbs.

Nathan hits heights in 
fi lm about climbing great
A Lochaber conservation 
o�  cer is to set make his sil-
ver screen debut next month 
a� er playing the role of a 
young Hamish MacInnes 
and re-enacting his � rst ever 
climb in a new � lm about 
the Glencoe mountaineering 
legend.

John Muir Trust Glen Nevis 
conservation o�  cer Nathan 
Berrie said he was looking 
forward to seeing his cameo 
in the � nal edit of Final 
Ascent, a feature-length � lm 
about the life of the interna-
tionally renowned climber 
and founder of Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Team, 
for the � rst time at its UK 
premiere next month.

Despite having never acted 
or been involved in � lm 
production before, Nathan, 
who grew up in Lochaber 

and now lives in Corpach, 
was invited to play the role 
of a young MacInnes in 
the new � lm a� er a ‘seren-
dipitous’ meeting with the 
mountaineering legend and 
� lm director Robbie Fraser, 
who were in the early stages 
of � lming and production.

‘A� er talking and sharing 
stories, he mentioned that he 
was hoping to � nd someone 
to re-enact Hamish’s � rst 
rock climb,’ Nathan said. 
‘He told us he needed some-
one who was tall, skinny, 
with short hair and with a 
basic understanding of rock 
climbing and asked if I was 
interested.’

Despite some initial hes-
itation, Nathan said it was 
simply an o� er he couldn’t 
refuse and it had been an 
honour to play such an icon-
ic � gure in mountaineering.

‘It was an opportunity I 
couldn’t say no to, especially 

being suitable for the role 
and being capable of being 
able to do the climb. He’s had 
quite an adventurous live so 
getting to portray him in the 
� lm is pretty cool.’

Nathan was under the 
watchful eye of co-star and 
climbing safety expert Paul 
Moores, who played the 
part of MacInnes’s climbing 
mentor  Bill Hargreaves on 
his inaugural climb more 
than 70 years ago.

Despite being dressed 
in 1940s period clothing 
and baseball trainers to 
match what MacInnes and 
Hargreaves climbed in, 
Nathan said the climb was 
relatively straightforward.

‘It was a really standard 
climb and the route is nor-
mally used as a warm-up in 
that area,’ he explained. ‘I 
felt con� dent and it wasn’t a 
di�  cult climb and the fact 
we used hemp rope meant we 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Nathan Berrie, left, and Paul Moores had to wear 1940s clothing, left; a young Hamish 
MacInnes climbing in winter; and, right, Michael Palin features in the � lm, with director 
Robbie Fraser, centre, and Hamish MacInnes.
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Nathan hits heights in 
fi lm about climbing great

had a modern harness hid-
den underneath my jeans.

‘� e production side of it 
was actually very stressful 
and it’s not something I’d 
be looking to get into more. 
If they asked me again to do 
it, of course I’d consider it, 
but it’s not something I’ll be 
looking to do.’

� e legend of Hamish 
MacInnes began early. At 16 
he climbed the Matterhorn 
and just several years 
later, in 1953, he attempted 
Everest with his friend 
Johnny Cunningham, and 
almost stole the peak before 
Hillary and Tenzing – one of 
the many feats which earned 
him world-wide fame.

As the inventor of the 
all-metal ice axe, author of 
the International Mountain 
Rescue Handbook and 
founder of Glencoe 
Mountain Rescue Team, 
he has been responsible for 

saving hundreds of lives, if 
not thousands.

But at the age of 84, his 
accomplishments could 
not save him from being 
institutionalised against his 
will, su� ering from delirium. 
A� er a spell in psychogeriat-
ric detainment in hospital, he 
emerged to � nd his memory 
gone. � e � lm tells the story 
of MacInnes’s life by mirror-
ing his greatest challenge: to 
recover his memories and 
rescue himself.

Having already had its 
world premiere at the 
Kathmandu International 
Mountain Film Festival in 
December, Final Ascent 
will make its UK premier in 
March.

� e UK premiere takes 
place at the  Glasgow Film 
Festival on March 3 and will 
feature a Q&A with Hamish 
and Michael Palin, who also 
appears in the � lm.

Objectors value site visit on future of Glen Etive
Mountaineers have welcomed 
news that councillors have 
taken time to visit one of 
Scotland’s most famous glens 
before deciding whether to 
approve plans to install multi-
ple hydro schemes throughout 
the area.

Seven applications have 
been submitted to build hydro 
schemes on both sides of Glen 
Etive – which is currently 
designated as a National 
Scenic Area. Each will involve 
new road construction, 
bridge-building, trench 
digging, cement-pouring and 
power cabling, for a relatively 
low power output.

� e planning committee 
met yesterday (Wednesday 
February 20) to decide on 
the applications, a� er the 
Lochaber Times went to print.

� e schemes form a separate 
application to that of Glen 

Hydro, which plans to build 
a run-of-river scheme near 
Inverigan, Glencoe.

� ere has been signi� cant 
opposition to the develop-
ments, with objectors claiming 
the developments would a� ect 
the water supply to the popular 
Inbhir� aolain mountain hut 
in the glen, which belongs to 
the Dundee-based Grampian 

Club and has provided shelter 
to mountaineers in the area 
since 1961. � e  schemes also 
lie within the Ben Nevis and 
Glen Coe National Scenic 
Area, the Glen Etive and Glen 
Fyne Special Protection Area 
and within Wild Land Area 9 
Loch Etive Mountains.

Members of Highland 
Council’s planning commit-

tee will now visit the glen 
before making a decision 
on the application, a move 
which  Mountaineering 
Scotland said shows council-
lors are seriously considering 
the impact of the schemes.

Stuart Younie, 
Mountaineering Scotland 
CEO, said: ‘We challenged the 
council on its stewardship of 
Glen Etive and urged it to look 
at the whole picture rather 
than treating each application 
in isolation, so it is encourag-
ing to see the councillors visit 
the glen in person.’

Davie Black, access and 
conservation o�  cer with 
Mountaineering Scotland, 
said: ‘We trust the committee 
members will appreciate the 
value of our wild mountain 
landscapes and reject devel-
opment that damages the 
integrity of that landscape.’

Councillors braved torrential rain to visit the locations of 
the proposed hydo schemes. Photograph: Iain Ferguson
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WHAT’S ON in Lochaber
 A bottle stall fundraiser 
is being held on Saturday 
February 23 in Caol Co-op 
at 11am to raise money for 
Chloe Purvis and her family. 
� e event is being organised 
by Liz MacMillan, who is 
still accepting donations. Liz 
can be contacted through her 
Facebook page.
 Bravehound/McOpera 
presents Mozart Requiem at 
5pm on Sunday February 24 
in St Mary’s Church, Arisaig.
� e next meeting of the 
Fort William Photographic 
Society is on Tuesday 
February 26 at 7pm in the 
Salvation Army hall. Bring 
photographs to discuss, 
improve and analyse, or 
any camera queries. Non-
members welcome.
 � e March meeting of 
the Lochaber Local History 
Society will see Ken Johnston 
speak on the story of the 
striking new building at the 
entrance to the town in a 
presentation called � e Rise, 
Fall and Rise Again of a 
Highland School. 

Now resurrected from 
its ruinous state, pictured 
above, Ken will tell the story 
from its design by Alexander 
Ross in 1872, its headmasters 

and pupils through to its 
rebuilding as the new local 
Highland Council headquar-
ters, including its last-minute 
rescue from demolition some 
years ago. 

As Lochaber’s planning 
o�  cer at the time, Ken will 
tell this story for the � rst 
time.  Come and learn more 
at 8pm on � ursday March 
7 at the Ben Nevis Hotel. 
Everyone is welcome.
 A fundraising ceilidh 
and ra�  e will be held in 
Ballachulish Village Hall on 
April 6 in aid of the Barking 
Mad Dog Rescue charity 
which saves dogs from the 
streets and ‘kill’ shelters in 
Romania and then � nds them 
good homes in the UK.

Lochaber Rotary Club has seen numbers fall
� e president of the Rotary 
Club of Lochaber has issued 
a plea for people to join the 
club.

� e club is using World 
Rotary Day as a springboard 
to encourage more men and 
women to join their local club 
a� er the number of Rotarians 
in the area fell from 53 mem-
bers in 2008 to 34 today.

President Iain Johnston said 
that the Rotary motto ‘service 
before self ’ is very much part 
of the ethos of the Lochaber 
club, bringing enthusiastic 
local people together in an 
atmosphere of fellowship and 
friendship to create positive, 
lasting change both in the 
Lochaber community and 
around the world.

‘We’re a club with a 70-year 
history of voluntary work, 
fellowship and fundraising,’ 

said Mr Johnstone. ‘Whether 
it’s supporting a local youth 
initiative, an important com-
munity project or responding 
to national or international 
disasters, Rotary makes a big 
di� erence to our communi-
ties. With a global network of 
1.2 million Rotarians around 
the world, we bring people 
together to exchange ideas, 

share perspectives and apply 
leadership to � nd solutions.’

Mr Johnstone continued: 
‘At Lochaber, we’re a vibrant 
and expanding club, with 
a commitment to getting 
hands-on involved in what we 
do and making sure we enjoy 
ourselves along the way. We 
represent a mix of age and oc-
cupations from across trades 
and businesses, public and 
voluntary sector, and sport a 
good and growing proportion 

of female Rotarians.’
Club activities include 

sponsoring the Young Chef 
competition in all four high 
schools in Lochaber, run-
ning the hugely successful 
Christmas Festival that 
attracts more than 2,000 
visitors to the town and help-
ing the Fort William Town 
Team’s clean-up scheme, 
among many other activities.

� e club meets every 
Wednesday from 12.45pm to 
2pm at the Alexandra Hotel 
in Fort William and would 
welcome visits from poten-
tial new members at future 
meetings.

If anyone is interested, 
email the club’s secretary at 
secretary@lochaberrotary.
org.uk or message Rotary 
Club of Lochaber through its 
Facebook page.

President issues 
plea for members

‘Whether it’s 
supporting a local 
youth initiative 
or an important 
community project, 
Rotary makes a big 
di� erence’ 

Daredevil leaps from Ben Nevis
Mountaineer Tim Howell 
went viral last week a� er 
sharing a video of his 
death-defying leap from the 
top of Ben Nevis.

Howell, a former Royal 
Marine Commando and 
trained base jumper, made an 
incredible leap from the sum-

mit of Britain’s highest peak 
during a trip to Lochaber to 
identify  new base jumping 
locations around the area

With the help of local 
mountain guides and fellow 
base jumper Josh, Howell was 
able to pull o�  the jump and 
land safely down near the 

CIC hut. � e incredible feat 
caught the eye of local ama-
teur photographer Stephen 
Stewart, who caught the 
moment Howell and his team 
deployed their parachutes.

To watch a video of the 
jump, go to the Lochaber 
Times Facebook page.

Highland Council has been 
named among the top 10 
authorities in Britain for 
tackling anti-LGBT bullying.

Stonewall, Britain’s leading 
lesbian, gay, bi and trans 
equality charity, has ranked 
the Highland Council eighth 
in this year’s  Education 

Equality Index, which 
marks it as  one of the best 
local authorities for tackling 
anti-LGBT bullying and 
celebrating di� erence in its 
schools.

� e index is Britain’s de� n-
itive auditing tool for local 
authorities to benchmark 

their success in tackling 
homophobia, biphobia and 
transphobia in local schools 
and supporting LGBT 
young people in their local 
communities.

� is year’s index received 
28 submissions from across 
England, Scotland and Wales.

Highland Council makes top 10 for active 
stance in anti-LGBT bullying campaign
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Two consultations shaping 
the future of Loch Arkaig 
Pine Forest are running dur-
ing the month of February.

Woodland Trust Scotland 
bought Loch Arkaig Pine 
Forest in partnership with lo-
cal group Arkaig Community 
Forest at the end of 2016.

� e long-term aim is to 
restore the forest ecologically 
while also bringing economic 
bene� ts to the surrounding 
community.

Woodland Trust has now 
drawn up a detailed dra�  
management plan and is 
seeking views by March 4.

� ose interested can 
request a dra�  copy by 
contacting: EmailScotland@
woodlandtrust.org.uk

Meanwhile, researchers 
want to hear from anyone 

who lives, works, walks, runs, 
cycles, swims, paddles, or 
� shes at Loch Arkaig; and 
anyone who owns a local 
business that is relevant to 
forestry, � sheries, biodiversi-
ty conservation, or tourism in 
the Loch Arkaig area.

Woodland Trust Scotland 

is working with researchers 
from University of Highlands 
and Islands based in Perth 
and Inverness to help identify 
the wider impacts of this 
restoration project.

� ey have launched surveys 
to help gather information 
about social and economic 

factors that may be a� ected 
by the on-going work at the 
forest.

� e purpose is to under-
stand how the community 
in and around Loch Arkaig 
is in� uenced by Loch Arkaig 
Pine Forest and the way it is 
managed.

� e results will serve as 
a baseline to help monitor 
changes in the years and 
decades ahead.

Separate surveys are 
tailored for individual com-
munity members, and for 
businesses.

� ese will take around 15 
minutes to complete  with the 
deadline for taking part on 
February 28.

Community members can 

participate at  https://uhi.
onlinesurveys.ac. uk/loch-
arkaig-pine-forest- commu-
nity-survey

Businesses can participate 
at  https://uhi.onlinesurveys.
ac. uk/loch-arkaig-pine-for-
est- business-survey

If anyone has any questions 

about the surveys please con-
tact Rosalind Bryce (rosalind.
bryce.perth@uhi.ac. uk).

If anyone has questions 
about the Loch Arkaig Pine 
Forest restoration, please 
contact Jessica Maxwell 
( Je s s ic a Ma x wel l@ wo od-
landtrust. org.uk).

Loch Arkaig researchers 
seeking views of public

West Block woodland, Loch 
Arkaig, Scotland. View 
looking west. Photograph: John 

MacPherson/WTML.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP, 
Ian Blackford is encouraging 
constituents who may need 
extra support during a power 
cut to register for Scottish 
and Southern Electricity 
Networks’ (SSEN) free 
Priority Services Register 
(PSR).

For some, being without 
electricity – even for a short 
time – can be a distressing 
and di�  cult situation, par-
ticularly for those relying on 
specialist electrical medical 
equipment, such as a kidney 
dialysis machine or ventilator.

� at’s why SSEN, which 
is responsible for keeping 
the lights on in the north of 
Scotland, o� ers extra help 
and support to ensure its 

customers are looked a� er. By 
registering for SSEN’s PSR, 
customers will be proactively 
contacted to warn them of 

potential bad weather to help 
them prepare and to o� er 
extra support where required.

Mr Blackford is calling 
on people who live in the 
Highlands and Islands to con-
tact SSEN if they feel they, or 
someone they know, including 
family members or neigh-
bours, may need extra support 
during the winter months.

People can qualify for 
SSEN’s Priority Services 
Register if they are depend-
ent on electricity for home 
medical care, have a chronic 
illness or short-term medical 
condition, have a disability, 
have special communication 
needs, have children under 
the age of � ve or are over the 
age of 60.

Blackford urges residents to 
sign up to power cut service

Police Scotland is appealing 
for information following 
a break-in at a commercial 
property in Kyle of 
Lochalsh.

� e incident happened at 
premises on the town’s Main 
Street sometime between 
10.30am on Wednesday, 
February 13 and 1.30am on 

� ursday, February 14. 
Entry was forced to the 

property and, while nothing 
is believed to have been 
stolen, there were signs 
of interference with items 
inside the store.

Constable Craig Allan 
said: ‘We would urge anyone 
who believes they may have 

seen any suspicious activity 
or individuals on Kyle Main 
Street to come forward as 
soon as possible.’

Anyone with information 
can contact police in Kyle 
by calling 101, quoting 
reference NP473/19, or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.

Police appeal after break-in at Kyle store

Ian Blackford MP



In an exclusive interview 
with the Lochaber Times, 
Indian hotel tycoons Sanjay 
Narang and his sister, 
Rachna, tell how they fell 
in love with the western 
Highlands and why they 
bought three local hotels on 
the spur of the moment.

� e road along the side of 
Loch Garry is remote at the 
best of times, but with the 
heavy covering of snow that 
fell recently, it made the trip 
more like a journey across 
the Arctic.

A freezing white mist hung 
over the dark waters of the 
loch, shrouding the pine 
trees in a winter wonderland 
cloak like something from a 
Christmas card.

It was easy to see why 
millionnaire Mumbai busi-
nessman Sanjay Narang and 
his sister, Rachna, fell in love 
with the area.

In fact they liked it to so 
much they each bought a 

house along the loch shore 
a year ago, complete with 
more than 200 acres of land, 
from where they can oversee 
the transformation of the 
three Highland hotels they 
have also now bought for 
£3million.

Not many have the � nancial 
clout that, on experiencing a 
disappointing stay in a hotel, 
can just buy three of them 
with the aim of providing a 
better service.

But paying £140 a night 

for what he claimed were 
dirty rooms, cold water in 
the shower and microwaved 
meals served by a carpenter 
did not impress Mr Narang 
and he was going to do 
something about it.

And that is how the Narangs 
came to own  the Cluanie 
Inn at Glenmoriston, which 
retains its name; Letter� nlay 
Lodge, near Spean Bridge, 
which has been rechristened 
as � e Whispering Pine 
Lodge, and Craigard House 

at Invergarry, which be-
comes Rokeby Manor.

� e three hotels, which 
are scheduled to reopen this 
spring, are now part of the 
Mars Group’s Black Sheep 
Hotels division – however 
Mr Narang stresses the 
hotel that provided such a 
disappointing experience is 
not among them.

� e businesses changed 
owners last May but did not 
close for total refurbishment 
until October 1 as bookings 
had to be honoured.

Since then, however, 
workmen have been working 
almost round the clock as 
part of a near £7 million 
refurbishment, rebranding 
and new extensions.

Educated at a school in the 

Himalayas, Mr Narang stud-
ied hotel management at 
Cornell University in the 
United States and established 
the Mars Group in 1991 - it is 
now a major force in the food 
and hospitality industry in 
India.

Rachna,  who also studied 
at Cornell University, is 
responsible for designing all 
Mars hotels and restaurants 
from commencement.

He told the Lochaber 
Times it was last winter that 
he and Rachna came to the 
Highlands looking to buy 
somewhere for a house that 
could be the focal point of 
a new village development 
built in the traditional style.

‘We came in the November 
looking for somewhere in the 
mountains where we could 
create a house.

‘We basically love moun-
tains and were talking to 
some people in the gov-
ernment. We   said we were 
looking somewhere remote 
and that it must have a loch, 
because that what Scotland 

all about, and have snow in 
the winters,’ Mr Narang told 
us.

Government o�  cials 
introduced the couple to an 
expert on Highland moun-
tain regions and a year ago 
they started to whittle down 
a shortlist that would meet 
the Narangs’ criteria for a 
Highland home.

‘We started driving up to 
the Highlands, and going up 
on A87 to Cluanie we were 
thinking, ‘‘oh my goodness, 
this just unbelievable’’.

‘So we were trying to 
� nd some land and had 
approached the forestry 
authority to see if it had any 
parcels of land it might be 
willing to sell.

‘It was while we were 
waiting to hear from them 
that we found the house 
just along from this one, on 
Airbnb, and which we rented 
for a couple of days.

‘We’d arrived late at night, 
along a road covered in snow 
that seemed to go on forever. 
It was pitch black when we 
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

� e economics of when 
to pay someone else to do 
something instead of doing 
it yourself, even if you are 
able to, is a general subject 
that has always interested 
me. 

Last week’s experience is 
a classic example of when 
paying someone else, in the 
balance of time and money, 
was de� nitely the right 
option.

Having just moved home, 
we had spent a good number 
of days building � at-pack 
furniture from Ikea.  

Once into the swing of 
things, this actually became 
a fairly satisfying and enjoy-
able pursuit, so a few days 
into the task we cancelled 
the Ikea assembler booked to 
come and put a few chests of 
drawers together.

In a craze of late-night 
screwing and banging, I had 
done them myself and so 
with satisfaction we got in 
touch with Ikea to convey, 
smugly, that their man was 
no longer required and we 
duly were refunded our fee.

Beds, library shelves, 
tables, drawers, desks and 
chairs were going up like 
mushrooms and although 
it was taking some time, we 
had planned to do all the 

remaining work ourselves.
However, a breakdown in 

communications between 
Ikea and their � at-packer 
had occurred and the mes-
sage didn’t get through, so 
when he phoned to check 
that we would be in, I had to 
boastfully inform him that 
his work had been done and 
that he could stand down. 

Because he sounded so nice 
and obliging I felt bad that 
I had done him out of a few 
hours’ work, and suggested 
he come over anyway and se-
cure some shelves to the wall 
and we would sort payment 
out directly with himself.

He was not what I was 
expecting. In my ignorance, 
I had thought that as his 
work involved carrying out 
jobs aimed speci� cally at the 
level that the general public 
can do, he would have a skill 
level to match.  

In fact, he was on a par 
with some of the very best 
tradesmen I have seen at 
work.

He had the six sets of 
shelves, levelled, (on an un-
level � oor) secured to each 
other, secured to the wall, 
with lights wired in and 
everything looking perfect 
within about 20 minutes. It 
would probably have taken 

me about a day of sweating 
and swearing to � nish it and 
with nowhere nearly as neat 
a result.   

I immediately secured his 
services and agreed a price 
for him to do everything 
else in the house – the rest 
of the furniture, the mirrors, 
storage shelving, towel rails, 
kitchen cabinets, hanging of 
pictures and I even thought 
about asking him to check 
out a few � llings in my teeth 
as he was such a wizard with 
the drill!

He was like a Tasmanian 
Devil while assembling the 
kits.   It was as if in a � urry 
of unpackaging, everything 
was thrown up in the air and 
when it landed, there was a 
perfectly put together piece 
of furniture!

We have just started re-
cording a new album, and by 
paying this experienced pro-
fessional a relatively small 
amount, I was able to free up 
many hours for learning the 
tunes and � nishing writing 
the songs, which because of 
the house move I was well 
behind on!

So, if you enjoy the new 
Skipinnish album when it 
comes out, then this furni-
ture guru deserves some of 
the credit.

Indian hotel tycoon tells of love for Lochaber landscape
Businessman Sanjay 
Narang grew up in the 
Himalayas so the recent 
wintery weather at his new 
home near Invergarry was 
a reminder of home.
Photographs: Iain Ferguson, alba.
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by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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arrived, we couldn’t see a 
thing, and when we got up at 
7am the next day, it was still 
pitch black.

‘But when the sun came 
up...it was simply breathtak-
ing. We both just loved it.’

It was while speaking to 
the caretaker that the couple 
discovered the house they 
had rented was for sale.

As a result, the owners were 
contacted and a deal struck 
for Rachna to purchase the 
property as a home.

Mr Narang then ended up 
buying the house farther 
along the lochside a� er an 
agreement was made to also 
buy it and the 220 accompa-
nying acres of land.

‘So we bought this as well 
and that’s how we ended up 
with these two houses in 
this incredible spot,’ he said, 
adding that the idea of a new 
village was not something he 
had earmarked for this spot.

Brother and sister then 
started visiting their new 
homes in the Highlands 
from their London base 

on a regular basis last year 
and it was stopping o�  at a 
hotel and the resulting poor 
experience that proved the 
catalyst for their latest foray 
into the hotels’ market.

‘I started realising there 
was de� nitely a market here 
and so much business. � e 
three hotels are being reno-
vated almost from scratch.

‘� ey were just nowhere 
near their potential, so we 

thought let’s try and see what 
we can do.

‘Our business is hospitality. 
We built a small resort in the 
Himalayas which people told 
us would never make money 
but has been a real success 
story.’

With a   management team 
of several decades’ experi-
ence overseeing the day-to-
day operations of the Mars 
Group back in India, Mr 

Narang says he has the time 
to get involved in something 
new – hence the purchase of 
the hotels.

With modern sta�  accom-
modation costing more than  
£1million, and employees 
paid attractive salary pack-
ages, the Narangs hope to 
mainly recruit locally for 
their hotel workforces.

‘We have a concept which 
is value for money – many 

people on hearing that think 
it means to be cheap but 
thats not true. 

‘� e standard of accom-
modation is important as is 
the quality of the food, but it 
is more than that which de-
termines if a hotel is a place 
people will return to – it is 
the over-all service you give 
people. � at’s what will draw 
them back time and time 
again.’

And the couple revealed 
they will be interested in ex-
panding their new Highland 
hotel venture with the 
purchase of other properties 
if these initial three prove 
successful.

‘� ere are a large number 
of hotels in the Highlands 
which were bought as life-
style choices; people from 
England nearing retirement 
and wanting to � nd a way to 
live in the Highlands.

‘� eir hotels are open for 
six months and then shut 
over the winter with little 
funding available for im-
provements or a background 

in the hospitality sector . So 
we would look at expanding 
organically with a view to ac-
quiring hotels of that nature.’

As for what people can ex-
pect when they enter the re-
furbished hotels, Ms Narang, 
as the person responsible for 
the interior style, says each of 
the three properties will have 
its own unique look.

‘It won’t be all typical 
O u t l a n d e r/ B r a v e h e a r t-
inspired decor, all tartan 
carpets and stags heads on 
the wall,’ she said.

‘We want to showcase all 
the history and culture of 
the Highlands and Scotland, 
the great Scots of the 
Enlightenment, Burns, great 
inventions,’ she explained.

‘Cluanie, given its remote 
location, will have a more 
rustic and outdoor feel, 
while Letter� nlay will have 
a traditional hunting lodge 
� avour, but done in a more 
charming way.

‘Each will have its own 
unique feel.’

Lochaber  Times
Thursday 21 February 2019 NEWS  11

LT

Indian hotel tycoon tells of love for Lochaber landscape

Letter� nlay Lodge, near Spean Bridge, which has been rechristened The Whispering 
Pine Lodge, is currently undergoing a complete refurbishment.

A good sign...or a really great sign!
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Kyle RNLI false alarm 
highlights importance 
of radio beacons
Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI has 
reiterated the importance 
of rescue radio beacons on 
board vessels, following 
a false alarm on Tuesday 
February 12.

Kyle lifeboat, Spirit of 
Fred Olsen, was launched 
at 6pm, along with Mallaig 
and Portree lifeboats, a UK 
Coastguard helicopter and 
multiple ground-based coast-
guard teams, a� er receiving 
an emergency signal from an 
EPIRB (Emergency Position 
Indicating Radio Beacon) 
on a vessel which had began 
transmitting in the area 
between Kyle of Lochalsh and 
Broadford.

� e team immediately be-
gan a search of the expected 
position of the beacon, as 
others made their way to the 
scene.   As the search pro-
gressed, further information 
was received which seemed to 
suggest the emergency signal 

may be coming from the 
shore, and not out at sea.  

Eventually the signal was 
pinpointed to a malfunction-
ing beacon on board a vessel 
which was in a local boat yard 
for the winter.

Once it was con� rmed the 
emergency signal received 
was coming from the defec-
tive beacon, the search was 
stood down and Kyle lifeboat 
returned to station.  � e life-
boat was refuelled and made 
ready for service by 7.45pm.

Speaking of the incident, 
a Kyle RNLI spokesperson 
said: ‘Although this was a 
false alarm, it shows the im-
portance of having an EPIRB 
on board your vessel, and the 
di� erence it can make in an 
emergency. Within minutes 
of the signal being received 
the coastguard was able to 
task multiple agencies to the 
scene to begin searching the 
area.’

Work is set to start next 
month on a major project to 
restore and regenerate the 
historic Lews Castle grounds 
in Stornoway.

A partnership involving the 
Stornoway Trust, Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar, the National 
Lottery and Historic 
Environment Scotland, will 
oversee investment of more 
than £5 million in the much-
loved public park over the 
next few years.

Norman A Maciver, chair-
man of the Stornoway Trust 
and the joint project board 
with the comhairle, said: ‘It 
is great news that a� er so 
many years we are � nally 
over the line and are now in a 
position to start the project to 
enhance the environs around 
the castle. I would like to 
congratulate all the o�  cers 
who have managed to get this 
project o�  the ground.’

Building and civil works 
contracts with a total value 
of more than £3.6 million 
have been awarded to two 
island-based contractors 
by Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar in partnership with 
the Stornoway Trust. Neil 
Mackay & Co will undertake 
comprehensive repairs to the 
Porters Lodge, the Category 
A-listed Boatman’s House 

and the adjacent Seawall.   
Other important features, 
including the castle’s bastion 
wall, steps and terrace path 
will also be repaired and re-
stored to their original form.

Breedon Hebrides will un-
dertake a range of civil works, 
including drainage works in 
the former private gardens 
and the Castle Green, exten-
sive renovation of paths in 

the core area of the grounds 
and environmental improve-
ments in key areas.  � e pop-
ular Woodlands Centre will 
bene� t a new outdoor terrace 
and children’s play area.

� e work is scheduled for 
completion by summer 2020.

Following completion of 
these works, an extensive 
programme of landscape 
planting and restoration 
will be undertaken by the 
Stornoway Trust under the 
direction of a head gardener 
– a new National Lottery-
funded post to be appointed 
as a key part of the project.

Lews Castle garden 
restoration to start

The restoration of Lews 
Castle grounds is sched-
uled for completion by 
summer 2020.

Kyle RNLI. 

A south Skye environmental 
group dedicated to raise 
awareness of marine pollu-
tion and climate change in 
the area is holding its � rst 
public meeting later this 
month.

South Skye Seas Initiative 
(SSSI), formed by the Skye 

and Lochalsh Environment 
Forum (SLEF), is a commu-
nity-based project aimed at 
gathering information for 
conservation of Loch Eishort, 
Loch  Slapin and Loch 
Scavaig.

� e initiative was estab-
lished by a small group of 

campaigners who success-
fully campaigned against 
planning applications for 
four open-net � sh farms in 
2015.

Working with Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), 
the SSSI will co-produce a 
foundation resource aimed 

speci� cally at supporting 
community-led marine 
surveys.   SNH has funded 
a one-year project o�  cer 
to deliver the resource.  In 
addition, generous funding 
has been received from SNH, 
Scottish Wildlife Trust Skye 
Branch and the William 

Controversial Skye marine group to hold its � rst public meeting
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Raasay trust receives 
land fund cash to help 
buy community land
Raasay Development Trust 
(RDT) has received a share 
of a Scottish Government 
fund to support community 
ownership.

� e trust has been awarded 
£68,230 in the latest round of 
Scottish Land Fund awards, 
which supports communities 
to buy land and buildings.

� is project will purchase 
two acres of land in the village 
of Inverarish to develop four 
community-owned homes, 
which will be available for 
a� ordable rent, two self-build 
plots and a plot to be sold to a 
local housing association for 
the development of a further 
two homes.

� e Scottish Land Fund, 
funded by the Scottish 
Government, provides grants 
of up to £1 million as well as 
practical support to encour-
age community ownership.

Kate Forbes MSP for  Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, 

said: ‘I am delighted that 
the Raasay Development 
Trust has been successful in 
its application. Community 
ownership can transform 
the prospects of a local area, 
giving people a real stake in 
their future. 

‘� e Raasay community has 
been working tirelessly and 
innovatively over the last few 
years and there’s been great 
progress with new jobs com-
ing to the island, for example 
through the new distillery.

‘But none of these success 
stories are sustainable 
without adequate housing. 
I hope the success of the 
Raasay Development Trust 
will encourage others in the 
Highlands to consider how 
community ownership could 
bene� t them.’

Skye’s Graham to 
walk 500 miles ...
A Dunvegan massage ther-
apist is putting his best foot 
forward in the � ght against 
cancer, writes Sara Bain.

On April 1, Graham Watt 
will set o�  on a gruelling 
528-mile hike along the iconic 
North Coast 500 circuitous 
road route around the north of 
Scotland in the hope of raising 
more than £3,000 towards the 
work of Macmillan Cancer 
Support – Scotland North.

Graham, who is a neuro-
muscular therapist, � tness 
instructor and owner at 
� e � erapy Studio near 
Dunvegan on Skye, and 
whose clients include the likes 
of Hollywood star Gerard 
Butler, has trained people to 
take on challenges like this 
over his years as a neuromus-
cular therapist.

Now, at the age of 63, 
Graham says he wants to 
do something that will help 
support victims of cancer and 
their families, as well as ful� l 
a personal goal before he is 65.

‘We all need to do these 
things in life,’ said Graham, 
‘and tackling the NC500 in 
24 days is no walk in the park. 
It’s a tough challenge but I am 
really looking forward to it.’

Graham, who lost both his 
parents to cancer and has 
worked with terminally-ill 
patients, said: ‘� e � gures 

I received from Macmillan 
shocked me. Apparently 
360,000 people in the UK are 
diagnosed with cancer every 
year. If cancer was a virus, 
that would constitute an 
epidemic. 

‘I also work with people who 
have undertaken phenomenal 
challenges over the years and 
I wanted to do something 
before I reached the age of 65.

‘I searched endlessly to do 
something that felt right for 
me. � e most popular bucket 
list challenges have been 

done en masse, so I wanted 
to achieve something with a 
local connection. � e NC500 
just seemed to tick all the 
right boxes.

‘To the best of my knowl-
edge, no individual has ever 
walked the route unsupport-
ed before. � ere will be no 
support vehicles following 
me and, although I may meet 
a few hikers along the way, I 
am walking the most part of 
it completely alone.

‘For me, it will be 500 miles 
of personal meditation.’

Starting at Inverness Castle, 
Graham intends to take the 
route, o� en called Scotland’s 
Route 66, anti-clockwise to 
Stathcarron, keeping to a 
strict daily road plan before 
heading back to Skye and 
� nishing at Dunvegan Castle 
on April 24.

His intention is to walk 
an average of 22 miles a day, 
with the longest day being 30 
miles and the shortest being 
15 miles.

‘Although I will have to be 
completely self-su�  cient and 
will overnight in a bivvy tent, 
many people have pledged 
their support for me on my 
Facebook page.

‘People have been really 
kind – they have o� ered me 
pods, lodgings and free stays 
in their campsites.’

Graham has set his fund-
raising target at £3,000 but 
is hoping to achieve much 
more. He has already secured 
sponsorship from Dunvegan 
Castle and Run For It, 
Inverness, and hopes more 
organisations and individuals 
will get behind the challenge.

Scotland North fundraising 
manager at Macmillan, 
Louise Mackay, said: ‘At 
Macmillan we are so thank-
ful to have supporters like 
Graham to fundraise to help 
people living with cancer.’

Grant Foundation for the 
purchase of an underwater 
drone, BlueROV2.

� e group has previously 
drawn criticism from 
local � shermen who feel it 
threatens their livelihoods, 
considering one of the 
initiative’s ‘key aspirations’ 

in its mission statement is to 
reduce local creel � shermen’s 
safe prawn � shing grounds.

A public meeting will 
take place in the An  Crùbh 
community hub in Sleat on 
February 28 at 7.30pm.

Contact info@southskyes-
eas.org.uk for details.

Controversial Skye marine group to hold its � rst public meeting
HAVEYOURSAY
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk

Graham Watt will start his walk on April 1.
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YOUR PICTURES
Councillor is well placed to 
deliver for communities
I noted with interest Councillor Alastair 
Redman’s comments regarding gritting on 
Islay in � e Oban Times (February 7).

In his letter, he quite rightly states: ‘Our 
council must do all that it can to see that the 
more rural and isolated parts of Argyll are not 
provided with substandard service.’

I would suggest that as a serving member 
of the current administration Councillor 
Redman is best placed to use his in� uencing 
skills to ensure this happens.

And I hope that by now he has met his col-
leagues in the administration to discuss the 
situation and gain support for his proposal.

I fully support the view that all our commu-
nities across Argyll and Bute deserve the same 
level of service and, although I am a member of 
the opposition, in the spirit of working togeth-
er, I am more than happy to meet Councillor 
Redman to discuss any progress he has made.

Councillor Jim Lynch,
Oban South and � e Isles.

Uneconomic attempt to � ll 
the many potholes in roads
I realise that you are probably inundated with 
similar mails, but I think what I saw on the 
A82 at the tourist car park at Glencoe takes the 
biscuit, and certainly to me at least illustrates 
a complete waste of public money ‘box ticking’ 
on the appalling state of our roads.

I travel Glasgow/ Appin via the A82 on most 
weeks of the year. 

Driving south last week, I pointed out a very 
deep and dangerous pothole on the north-
bound carriageway just before a bridge on the 
hill down from the Glencoe tourist car park 
opposite the lost valley.

It was � lled about three weeks ago and is now, 
of course, empty and once again hazardous.

Almost on cue a few hundred yards further 
up the road opposite the tourist car park we 
saw a BEAR Scotland employee pouring a 
small bag of cold asphalt into another wa-
ter-� lled pothole.

What a waste of public money, especially in 
these times of cutbacks. I can only presume 
that the price of a bag of DIY asphalt is a fair 
exchange for yet another box ticked in the 
contractor’s contract.

I appreciate the articles � e Oban Times 

has historically run highlighting the state of 
our roads, but surely it makes little or no eco-
nomic sense to use Elastoplast when all that is 
required is proper stitching?

Steve Je� rey,
Belhaven Terrace, Glasgow.

SNP seems to forget that 
Brexit was democratic vote
I write with reference to MP Ian Blackford’s 

comments on Brexit.  He appears yet again to 
have forgotten the fact that Brexit is the result 
of a UK-wide democratic vote.

As far as I am aware, since the independ-
ence movement lost its referendum in 2014, 
Scotland is still within the UK, of which the 
Conservative government was likewise the 
result of a democratic vote, � eresa May being 
elected to take us out of the EU.

Mrs May did issue an invitation to all parties 
to discuss Brexit and its progression, but 
Nicola Sturgeon did not attend and Jeremy 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB 
or hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Oban, or in High Street, Fort William. 

Indian hotel tycoons Sanjay Narang and his 
sister, Rachna, tell us this week how they fell 
in love with the west Highlands and why 
they bought three hotels on the spur of the 
moment.

� e Narangs now own the Cluanie Inn 
at Glenmoriston, which retains its name; 
Letter� nlay Lodge, near Spean Bridge, 
which has been rechristened as � e 
Whispering Pine Lodge; and Craigard 
House at Invergarry, which becomes Rokeby 
Manor.

Mr Narang, who grew up in the Himalays, 
says the area reminds him of his childhood 
home.

� e brother and sister have also each 
bought homes on the shores of Loch Garry, 
in addition to their hotels.

� ey are refurbishing the trio of 
businesses almost from scratch, committing 
a signi� cant investment into the Lochaber 
tourism sector. � e Narangs say they hope 
to reopen the hotels this spring a� er having 
closed them for renovations last October.

� e couple have also said they will 
be interested in expanding their new 
Highland hotel venture with the purchase of 
other properties if these initial three prove 
successful.

� ey are very welcome newcomers to the 
Lochaber business scene.

No surprise that 
Indian tycoon 
loves Lochaber

Dog owners should 
heed sheep warning
� ere have been a number of high-pro� le 
attacks on livestock by dogs, resulting 
in the deaths of numerous sheep across 
Lochaber, Argyll and the isles.

� e police and the National Farmers’ 
Union of Scotland are repeating their 
appeal for dog owners to control their 
animals at all times around livestock. We 
fully endorse that.



Mallaig Primary School is ex-
pecting a visit from the Children’s 
Commissioner this week to launch 
one of its  most popular human 
rights resources for children, in 
Gaelic.

� e Children and Young People’s 
Commissioner for Scotland and his 
team will be in Mallaig tomorrow 
(Friday), following visits today 
to Fás Mòr nursery, Broadford 
Primary School, Bun-Sgoil Shlèite 
and Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort 
Righ.

Developed with children, the re-
source – about the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) – uses symbols and 
clear language to explain children’s 
human rights.

� e resource also includes the full 
text of the UNCRC in Gaelic, pro-
duced by the Commissioner’s o�  ce 
as an advocacy and educational 
tool.

� e resource is launched in 
Scots Gaelic on UN  International 
Mother Language Day  and has 
been speci� cally created with 
younger children in mind.

Children’s Commissioner Bruce 
Adamson said: ‘All children should 
be able to access information about 
their own rights in their own 
language. 

‘� is resource is the one that 
we use most o� en as a clear and 
accessible way to explain children’s 
rights to children.’

� e A830 at Ranochan, between 
Lochailort and Glen� nnan, ad-
jacent to Loch Eilt will be closed 
overnight for � ve nights in March 
as BEAR Scotland will be carrying 
out essential resurfacing works.

� ese resurfacing work, on behalf 
of Transport Scotland, is provi-
sionally programmed to run from 
Sunday March 24 to � ursday 28, 
between the hours of 7pm and 6am 
each night.

Unfortunately, due to the restrict-
ed road widths at this location, the 

A830 will need to be closed in both 
directions during working hours to 
ensure the safety of road users and 
the workforce.

Access to properties and busi-
nesses within the closure extents 
will be maintained, although some 
minor disruption should be ex-
pected. Vehicles requiring through 

access will be stacked at either 
end of the closure and escorted 
through the works approximately 
every hour on the hour, subject to 
on-going operations at the time.

Access for emergency vehicles 
will be maintained at all times. 
Outwith working hours, tra�  c 
management will be removed, 

however, a 30mph speed restriction 
will remain in place as tra�  c 
will be running on a temporary 
surface. A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘We understand that 
a road closure of this nature will be 
disruptive and have planned the 
works overnight, when tra�  c � ows 
are lower, to reduce the impact of 

the works. We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank the 
local community for their patience 
while these essential works are 
undertaken.’

Anyone with concerns or seeking 
more information should contact 
Stephen Paton on 0330 008 0570.

Does anyone have any spare gar-
dening or DIY tools still in good 
condition that they no longer need? 
If so Arisaig Eco Project would like 
to hear from people as it is search-
ing for surplus hand or power tools.

It intends putting them to good 
use in a small, community tool 
library that it will be setting up 
inside Bill’s Shed at the Land, Sea 
and Islands Centre in April/May.

To let project volunteers know if 
anyone can help or has ideas of any 
tools that they would like to bor-
row contact the project on: eco@
arisaigcommunitytrust.org.uk

Kilmallie Community Council is 
holding a meeting next Monday, 
February 25, at  Kilmallie 
Community Centre at 7.15pm.

� e following matters will be on 
the agenda:

� ere will be an update from 
the January meeting in relation 
to the proposal of a Domestic 
Waste Transfer Station, following 
on from the press release issued 
by Ferguson Transport.

� e council will also give an up-
date on the School Crossing Patrol 
at Banavie Primary School and 
an  update on the installation of a 
pu�  n crossing at Corpach.

Members will also be updated on 
news in relation to the future of the 
Corpach Railway Station Building.
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A rare and intact miniature bottle 
of Rotarian Reserve whisky, dated 
December 12 1975, was presented 
to Lochaber Club President Iain 
Johnston at a recent business 
lunch meeting of the club.

� e miniature was bottled to cel-
ebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
chartering of the club in 1950 and 

was in a collection of 200 various 
miniatures owned by Rotarian 
Michael � omson from Perth.

President at the time of the 25th 
anniversary was Donald Currie, 
the then manager of Ben Nevis 
Distillery. Vice President was 
architect Charlie Cochrane.

On receiving the rare commem-

orative miniature, Mr Johnston 
said: ‘� is is a lasting momento 
marking an important occasion 
in our club’s history. We are now 
approaching our 70th anniversary 
and we will need to consider how 
best to commemorate it. Many 
thanks to Michael for his kind 
donation.’

Rare whisky has Fort connections
A miniature bottle of Rotarian 
Reserve was presented to 
Lochaber Club President Iain 
Johnston last week. 

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
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ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms from the early 1990s
 Pedestrianisation of Fort William 
High Street. If you don’t know about 
it by now, you certainly will – from 
6am on Sunday onwards. � at’s the 
unlikely hour – and day – when the 
Fort William Tra�  c Management 
Scheme comes into operation. I 
really do wonder how many people 
realise the impact that pedestrian 
priority will have.

Generations of An Gearasdan 
locals – and Lochaber folk ‘in from 
the country’ – have been driving 
through the High Street as a matter 
of course – and of right. Even if their 
mission was only to see what was do-
ing in the town. � at will all stop on 
Sunday.  Or will it? Just watch those 
spaces. Because, if I know the locals, 
they’ll � nd a way to hit the High 
Street by car, whether for cruising 
purposes, ‘sightseeing’, visits to cash 
dispensers, to collect takeaways or 
videos.
 A search and rescue helicopter 
from Lossiemouth is expected to 
arrive during the 51st Year Reunion 
of Lochaber’s 1730 Squadron ATC, 
with spectators being invited to 
watch demonstrations of ‘winching 
in the West End car park’. In my day, 
the only ‘winching’ in that part of 
town was in the shelter in Achintore 
Road. With the occasional spectator.
 On the Buses. Lochaber style. 
Take, for example the ‘Magical 
Mystery Tour’ from Fort William 
to Corpach on � ursday. Its route 
had the passengers gesturing and 
gesticulating at the driver, and quite 
a few passers-by trying to alert him 
to the fact that the bus was ‘going 
the wrong way’. Somehow the bus 
had set o�  down Achintore, past 
Fort William Primary, the Shelter 
and Boatshed. Ah, but quick to react, 
the driver then headed up Ashburn 
Lane, drove along Grange Road, 
down into the West End and then set 
o�  en route, at last for Corpach – the 
Queen of Suburbia.
 Meanwhile, there have been a 
rake of misprints in the local press 
these past few weeks. For example: 
‘At the Scottish Community Drama 

Association divisional � nals in 
Brora, the ‘Nairn DRAM Group’ 
presented ‘Loving Kindness’, Les 
Bain’s housing application describes 
him as Les BAIRN and his colleague, 
Ian Skinner, has his address shown 
as ‘PUB’S Drive, Corpach. Not to 
mention the pilot posters for Mallaig 
Scrabble Club which referred to it as 
Mallaig SCRABLE Club!
 Not to be outdone – could it ever 
be? – Lochaber District Council has 
circulated a letter from Army HQ 
Scotland, addressed to Councillor 
Drew McFarlane Slack as – Drew 
McFarlane FLACK. Aye, and Drew 
took plenty of � ak for that one.
 At the weekly meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Lochaber in the 
Grand Hotel, Rotarian Dr Su Sen was 
giving geography lessons to the pres-
ent president. ‘Since ever I’ve been a 
member of this club, the president, 
at the top table, has always sat facing 
east,’ Rotarian Sen pointed out. 
Tongue in cheek, of course! ‘Today 
the table has been set in such a way 
that you, president, are looking west, 
and I’d like to know why there has 
been a break in tradition.’ � e place 
settings were hastily rearranged.
 Seagull City – Port of Mallaig. � e 
good folk there must be wondering 
if the next stage in the development 
of their village by the planners and 
architects, aka ‘� e Wise Men from 
the East’, will mark local landmarks 
as ‘Port of Mallaig – � e Khyber’ and 
‘Port of Mallaig – Chinatown’.
 Debbie at the tourist o�  ce is still 
chuckling about a query last week 
directed at her by a Transatlantic 
traveller. ‘Can you tell me how I 
get to Elaine MacDonald’s Castle?’   
Yes, you’ve guessed it, the intending 
visitor wanted directions to Eilean 
Donan Castle.
 More on tourism. � e o�  ce in 
Cameron Square received a letter 
from London this week, addressed 
to ‘� e Tourist O�  ce, Glasgow or 
Fort William’. � e Mount Pleasant 
Sorting O�  ce obviously knew which 
was the more choice destination.
 Despite the shock of getting a £20 

excess ticket in Viewforth still gnaw-
ing at his Aberdonian sensibilities, 
George Bruce gallantly conveyed 
Brenda to the Ballet at Eden Court 
later in the week. Brenda was en-
tranced. George, however, settled 
down in his seat, still thinking of 
free Fort parking – and fell asleep. 
Until, that is, there was an almighty 
clash of cymbals on stage, causing 
George to sit up with a start. Bolt 
upright, in fact. What was the Ballet  
performance called? ‘A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream’.
 Back, well almost, to the Port of 
Mallaig. I now hear that some of the 
� ne folk from Blessed Morar are up 
in  arms about – Port of Mallaig. ‘If 
their village can be renamed, then 
why can’t ours?’ � at   seems to be 
the message reverberating along 
the Road to the Isles, following a 
signposting seminar in – Bonnie 
Glen� nnan! – Beoraid Mor agus 
Beoraid Beag are the proposed new 
names for Upper and Lower Morar. 
� us leading to the alteration of 
postal addresses, fascia boards, let-
terheads, and promotional literature.
 It’s funny how wee local tales get 
back to you. A couple of weeks back 
we featured a picture story with Ken 
Scoular in the kilt and lace jabot, 
welcoming guests to the Round Table 
World Council meeting in the Alex. 
Di� erent neckwear, indeed, to that 
which Ken sported when he and his 
Fort William Round Table colleagues 
went to collect the 27 visiting dele-
gates who had been staying   at � e 
Drovers Inn on Loch Lomondside. 
On that occasion, while Ken was 
helping the guests get their teeth into 
some of the � ner points of Highland 
hospitality his monogrammed tie 
began swimming around in his 
pint!   Causing much mirth – and 
more when a Kiwi Tabler   extracted 
the tie from the glass and proceeded 
to wring its contents back into the 
remains of Ken’s pint. ‘I bet this gets 
into Roamer,’ Ken is heard to say. It 
has, Ken. But only because there was 
a quartet from Onich in the bar at the 
same time!

Ben Nevis Centre earns 
four-star status
Ben Nevis Visitor Centre is 
celebrating having been awarded 
four-star visitor attraction 
status following a recent quality 
assurance grading visit from 
VisitScotland.

� e centre underwent major re-
furbishment during 2017, includ-
ing updated interpretation and a 
recon� guration of the internal 
space with the layout signi� cantly 
improved for arriving visitors and 
incorporating an improved retail 
area.

� e visitor centre has touch 
screen facts and quizzes and short 
� lms to be enjoyed. � ese cover a 
range of topics from local history 
to the pioneers of Ben Nevis, the 
Gaelic language and the land-
scape within the Highlands and 
Glen Nevis.

It is not just the new space 

and layout that contributed to 
the award, however, with sta�  
hospitality and friendliness being 
scored as exceptional during the 
visit.

Ian Murray chief executive of 
High Life Highland said: ‘I am 
delighted that the Ben Nevis 
Visitor Centre has achieved four 
stars status with VisitScotland, 
it proves that the recent capital 
investment by � e Highland 
Council has been worthwhile and 
successful.

‘I am particularly pleased that 
our sta�  members have been 
recognised as part of the report 
for looking a� er customers and 
providing excellent customer 
service. � e visitor centre team 
has worked hard to ensure we 
reach the standard expected of a 
four-star award.’

Ben Nevis Visitor Centre in Glen Nevis is now a four-star tourist 
destination. 
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Bun-sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort 
Righ and Newtonmore 
were the winners at the 21st 
National First Shinty Festival 
in Fort William.

More than 100 teams from 
across Scotland competed 
in local area quali�ers for 
a place in this year’s �nals, 
which were again split into 
two categories.

�e P7 and under tourna-
ment took place at the Nevis 
Centre and, following the 
group stages, Skye side Bun-
sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort Righ 
beat Aberdour in the semi 
�nals, with Glenurquahrt 
side Balnain defeating 
Inverlochy.

Bun-sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort 

All the teams which took part in the P7 and under tournament at the Nevis Centre in Fort William on Saturday. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Action from the P5 and under �nal between Glasgow 
Gaels and Newtonmore. Photograph John Paul Peebles, Abrightside 

Photography.

The winning Phort Rìgh team are presented with their 
trophy by Camanachd Association youth director Willie 
MacDonald. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos. 

Bun-sgoil Ghaidhlig Phort Righ and 
Newtonmore win national festival

Righ were 3-2 winners in the 
�nal against Balnain.

�e P5 and under compe-
tition was held at Lochaber 
High School. Newtonmore 
reached the semi-�nals where 
they edged out Bun-sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Phort Righ 3-2 
a�er scoring a golden goal in 
extra time. 

Glasgow Gaels beat 
Cradlehall 5-1 in their 
last-four tie.

Newtonmore, who were in 
sparkling form all a�ernoon, 
defeated the Glasgow Gaels 
9-1 in the �nal.

Inveraray won the fair play 
award for showing class and 
determination even when 
outmatched.

P5 and under runners up Glasgow Gaels and winners 
Newtonmore. 

Man of the match Fort 
William’s Lachie Shaw in 
the thick of the action. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.  

�e Drew Ferguson 
Memorial Cup took place 
on Saturday as Fort William 
and Kyles Athletic did battle 
at a rainy An Aird Park in 
this annual commemorative 
pre-season friendly.

�e rain just held out long 
enough for improvised 
referee Addie Robertson to 
get the match under way.

�e match proved to be an 
exciting a�air, with the play 
�owing from end to end. 
Kyles took the lead before 
Fort William equalised just 
before half time. 

�e home side came out all 
guns blazing in the second 
half making it 2-1 and were 
looking worthy of their lead. 

Kyles upped the ante and 
laid siege on the Fort goal 

until it soon became two 
each.

Kyles, showing their 
premier league credentials, 
then piled the pressure on the 
Fort defence and regained 
the lead so with a cracking 
goal to make it 3-2 close to 
the �nal whistle, ending 
Fort’s hopes of an opening 
pre-season win.

Fort William Shinty Club 
thanked Kyles Athletic for 
continuing to support the 
memory of Drew Ferguson in 
this annual memorial match. 

�e match is held each 
year for the two teams and 
supporters to remember 
former Fort William player 
Drew Ferguson who died 
tragically on May 15 2013, 
aged 24.

Drew’s mother Sheila, sister Ashley and niece Freya present the trophy to Kyles captain 
Rupert Williamson. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.  

More than 100 teams battle it 
out for first shinty honours

Kyles win annual Drew Ferguson Memorial Cup
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Alan Ewing, director of Corrie Construction, presents Banavie Primary School pupils with their new sports strips 
sponsored by Corrie and The Hire Centre Fort William. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Banavie Primary presented with new kit   

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE FIXTURES

OBAN SAINTS’ YOUTH RESULTS
Oban Saints’ youth results: St Rochs 4, Under 15s 3. 
Saints’ goalscorers were Ross Higgins (2) and John 
Douglas. Rutherglen Glencairn 3, Under 16s 1. Scoring 
for Saints was Connor Moore.

Saturday February 23: Premier Division - Inverclyde v 
Oban Saints; Premier Division One - Lochgilphead Red 
Star v Claremont; Port Glasgow v Campbeltown Pupils; 
Premier Division Two - Port Glasgow OBU v Tarbert.

Oban’s  European Tour 
gol�ng sensation Robert 
MacIntyre was pipped 
by his friend and fellow 
Scot Connor Syme in the 
strokeplay section of the 
ISPS Handa World Super 6 
at Lake Karrinyup Country 
Club, Perth, last week.

�e �rst three days was 
the usual strokeplay format 
with players �ghting for 
a place in the last 24 who 
would then play six holes 
of matchplay to �nd the 
eventual winner.

Round one saw the 
Glencruitten golfer card a 
two under par 70 with three 
birdies and one bogey.

�e second round saw 
Bob card a superb �ve 
under par 67 with four 
birdies, one bogey and 

an eagle at the 11th. �e 
le�-hander struggled a bit 
in the third round, but still 
came in with a one over par 
73 with two birdies and 
three bogeys.

�is was good enough to 
get the 22-year-old a play-
o� place with 11 others 
for the last remaining 10 
spaces in the matchplay 
part of the tournament 
and this he did in emphatic 
style with a great birdie 
on the play-o� hole. Bob 
was drawn against friend 
Connor Syme in Super 6 
round one and lost one up 
to his fellow Scot.

Bob now has a break be-
fore the Oman Open at Al 
Mouj Golf Club in Muscat 
starting on �ursday 
February 28. 

Robert MacIntyre. Photograph: Bounce Sports.

Bob pipped in 
matchplay at 
World Super 6     
in Australia

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk

Oban Lorne Rugby Club 
travelled to play Bishopton 
last weekend, their �nal away 
�xture of the season, looking 
for another win to keep them 
in the hunt for second place 
in West Division 2.

With Craig Wright and 
Fergus McCoss unavailable, 
Iwan Roberts returned to 
centre and Finlay Carmichael 
to stand-o�, with Graham 
MacEachen taking the full 
back position and youngsters 
Kieron Morrison and Robert 
Maclaughlin on the wings.

A�er a bright start and 
early possession, an Oban 
knock-on allowed Bishopton 
to break clear and, a�er a 
number of missed tackles, 
they crossed the Oban line 
for a try. 

�is was not the start Oban 
had wanted and they were 
soon to go further behind 
when Bishopton were award-
ed a penalty in front of the 
Oban posts. �is was easily 
converted and Oban found 
themselves eight points 
down.

Oban did not panic and 
got into the rhythm of the 
game with the loose forwards 
linking well with the backs to 
create opportunities.

A well-struck penalty kick 
by Finlay Carmichael got 
Oban on the board to make 
it 8-3.

Oban continued to press 
and Stephen Povey, playing in 
the front row, scored Oban’s 
�rst try a�er �nding space 
out wide and crossing in the 
corner.

Finlay Carmichael was on 
target with the conversion to 
extend Oban’s lead to 10-8.

Next on the scoreboard was 
Kieron Morrison, with the 
coaching team hoping his 
quick feet and sidestep would 
be well-used.

A�er great movement 
from the forwards took play 
deep into the Bishopton 

22, Carmichael noticed the 
narrowed defence and his pin 
point kick allowed the young 
winger to gather the ball 
over the line to score his �rst 
senior try.

In the second half Bishopton 
were next to score, though, 
when the referee awarded 
another penalty in front of 
the post and this was again 
converted to make the score 
22-11 to Oban.

A�er a line break from cap-
tain Roberts, Lorne cruised 
over behind the posts to give 
Carmichael an easy conver-

sion – 29-11. �e next try 
was even better when a well-
worked move o� the back of 
the scrum saw McDonald 
pick the ball up and take 
the scrum half out of play 
allowing MacLachlan to once 
again cross the line under the 
posts. �ese two tries capped 
o� a man-of-the-match per-
formance for MacLachlan, 
with him winning a number 
of turnovers for the Oban 
team linking up well with the 
backs and generally being a 
thorn in the Bishopton side 
all game.

With 20 minutes to go, 
the coaches made a couple 
of changes to try and fresh-
en up the attack. Calum 
MacLachlan was introduced 
and wasted no time in show-
ing how di�cult he is to stop, 
with a number of great carries 
taking numerous defenders 
to try and stop him.

�e second row pairing 
of Eric Roberts and Kyle 
Graham got through a power 
of work in attack and defence. 

With Oban continuing to 
control the majority of the 
possession, the last try of 
the day came from young 
centre David Cameron burst 
an attempted tackle to score 
under the posts, again giving 
Carmichael another easy 
conversion for a �nal score of 
36-11.

Strong Oban squad 
secures away points 

A determined Iwan Roberts.
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  10-PIN BOWLING

CYCLING

LOTTERY

Lochaber club lotteries
Fort William Golf Club’s previous lotto numbers were 5, 
7 and 16. There were no winners, so the jackpot for the 
draw today (Thursday February 21) will be £800.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers for this 
week were 1, 5 and 13. There were no winners. Next 
week’s draw will have a prize of £400.

The Caol Community Centre bingo club lotto 
numbers this week were 2, 8, 13. There were no 
winners, so next week’s jackpot will be £400.

The numbers for Lochaber Camanachd Club’s lottery 
draw on Tuesday February 12  were 10, 14 and 17. There 
was no winner so the jackpot for Tuesday (February 19) 
was £800.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 
9, 13 and 15.  There were no winners this week. The 
prize for next week will be £700.

Alleycats still ahead 
of scratch division
During week 14 of the Lochaber Building Supplies ten-
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis Centre in Fort William 
there were a lot of high scores and season highs. 

Alleycats continue to lead the scratch division with 
64 points despite dropping two of the possible � ve 
points to British Legion Fort William. Council are in 
second place with 58 points and The Empire in third 
place with 52 points. In the handicap division Alleycats 
continue to lead with 53 points, but have had their 
lead cut after also dropping two handicap points to 
British Legion Fort William. The Empire are now closer 
in second place with 52 points followed by Council 
with 47 points.

There were a lot of good individual scratch games 
this week with the best coming from Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) with the season high of 210. Also this 
week Iain Gregor (British Legion Fort William) had 
a 198, Brian Stewart (The Empire) had a 194, Brian 
Johnstone (Alleycats) also had a 194, Gary Cowan (The 
Empire) had a 191, Andrew Brown (The Empire) had 
a 188, Bill Clark (Council) had a 179 and a 170, Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) also had a 179, Ron Gretton 
(Retrovators) had a 174 and James Porter (British 
Legion Fort William) had a 172. Elsewhere, Pam Weller 
had the top handicap game of 253, while Bill Clark also 
had the top two-game scratch series with 349 and 
Simon Hardiman (Rotavators) had the top two-game 
handicap series with 463.

There was also a spate of good team scores this week, 
with Alleycats rolling the top scratch game of 702 (the 
season high), the top two-game scratch series of 1317 
also the season high and the top two-game handicap 
series of 1607, while The Empire had the season high 
handicap game of 903.

The top scratch averages are currently held by Brian 
Johnstone on 160, followed by Pam Weller on 148, with 
Brian Stewart on 145.

Players are on their game as they look forward to 
week 15 of the league. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

� is year sees the introduc-
tion of an exciting and unique 
new event in the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK with the 
inaugural Fort William Trail 
Running Festival.

� e event takes place in 
and around the famous 
trails of Nevis Range on the 
weekend of the July 26 to 28, 
and incorporates everything 
from a 5k race to a full-blown 
marathon. � ere’s even the 
‘Full Monty’ for the ultra 
runners out there – an entry 
into all of the races over the 
weekend. � e juniors   have 
not been forgotten, either, 
with races and workshops 
designed especially for the 
younger generation.

Event organiser and local 
businesswoman Helen Smith, 
herself a keen ultra runner 
and founder of the local 
‘parkrun’, said: ‘When my 
partner and I (co-organiser 
Davy Duncan) heard the orig-
inal Fort William Marathon 
had been cancelled, we felt it 
was a shame for the area to 
miss out on such a fantastic 
event.

‘Over a glass of wine, while 
sitting in the hot-tub (where 
many of our good ideas are 
born) we came up with the 
idea of organising a marathon 
ourselves and the concept of 
the festival grew from there.’

And it is not just about the 
running. � e weekend will 
include sessions on yoga, 
navigation, and it is anticipat-
ed that around 600 runners 
and their families will attend 
the festival.

� e highlight of the week-
end is undoubtedly some 
of the speakers that have 
been enticed to the festival, 
including Charlie Ramsay, 
founder of the Ramsay’s 
Round endurance event, 
British long-distance runner 
Nicky Spinks, ‘Iron Man’ Joss 
Naylor MBE and inspiration-
al Tokyo 2020 paralympic 
hopeful, Jay Cruz.

Events start on the Friday 
evening in the Pinemartin 
Café at Nevis Range, and 
culminate in a grand � nale 

on the Sunday evening, with 
a fantastic ceilidh experience 
in the company of renowned 
local musicians, the Cach 
Mor Ceilidh Band.

Helen added: ‘We believe 
our love for the area, love of 
trail running, and our pas-
sion to share it, will go a long 
way to ensuring the festival 
will be a huge a success. It’s 
so exciting to create what we 
believe to be a unique event 
that will bring the running 
community together in a 
spectacular setting.’

Entries opened on February 
1. To enter and � nd more 
information visit fortwil-
liamrunningfestival.com

On your marks 
for new Fort 
running festival

Runners can look forward to taking part in the Fort William Trail Running Festival in July.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

 Shirley claims victory in Wheelers’ winter race
West Highland Wheelers held 
its � � h winter league race of 
the season on Saturday in what 
was a fun day of intense racing.

Roddy Wells organised the 
3.3-mile course, with riders 
able to set o�  on further laps if 
they were at the � nish inside 40 
minutes.

Gary MacDonald, Ewan 
� orburn and Cory Muir took 
a wrong turn on the � rst lap 

resulting in a half lap penalty, 
leaving James Shirley to claim 
victory as the only rider to 
complete three full laps (in 
a total time of 1:01:16). Gary 
MacDonald took second place 
with 2.5 laps in 52:09, and 
Ewan � orburn in third with 
2.5 laps in 54:01.

Ailsa Poolemen was � rst 
woman home with two laps 
in a time of 50:21, Nix Forster 
came second (two laps, 57:30) 
and Gill Barnes � nished third 

(two laps, 57:30). Campbell 
Mackintosh took victory not 
only in the juniors but in the 
sprint � nish to the line, pip-
ping his dad Vince, with a time 
of 49:12 for his two laps. Cole 
Jackson claimed second (two 
laps, 54:45) and Kai Frost took 
third (two laps, 1:07:30).

Eight youngsters competed 
in a separate junior race with 
the older riders doing three 
laps and the younger riders 
doing two, with the exception 

of Aaron Tresidder, who opted 
to complete a third lap.

Eight and over category was 
won by Alexander Pervan, 
with Aidan Baltrunas in 
second. Aaron Tresidder took 
victory in the under eights 
followed by Archie Kennedy.

In the girls’ race, Charlie 
Stewart took victory in the 
over eights, with Mia Jackson 
taking � rst in the under eights, 
and Charley Kennedy in 
second.

CONTACTUS
EMAIL US AT 
fort@obantimes.co.uk
T E L E P H O N E 
01397 703003



South Lochaber � istle were 
le�  disappointed on Saturday 
a� er a 3-1 defeat to mid-table 
Newshot, their � rst league 
game a� er a lengthy break.

Having gone 1-0 down early 
in the second half, a change of 

system and personnel seemed 
to have the desired e� ect, with 
Danny MacKinnon knocking 
in the equaliser.

However, � istle’s failure to 
� nish chances and individual 
errors led to their downfall and 
Newshot took their chances 
and deserved their victory in 
Renfrew.

Next week the Jags take 
on Strathclyde Uni in 
Kinlochleven.

Lochaber Times
Thursday 21 February 2019 SPORT 55

FOOTBALL

LT

BADMINTON

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday February 21, 
2019 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 00.43 0.2 06.47 4.3 
 13.25 0.4  19.12 4.0
Fri 01.28 0.1 07.27 4.2 
 14.06 0.5 19.50 3.9
Sat 02.11 0.2 08.06 4.0 
 14.47 0.7 20.28 3.7
Sun 02.55 0.5 08.44 3.8 
 15.29 1.0 21.07 3.5
Mon 03.40 0.8 09.24 3.4 
 16.14 1.3 21.50 3.2
Tues 04.28 1.1 10.09 3.1 
 17.06 1.5 22.46 3.0
Wed 05.24 1.5 11.10 2.8 
 18.10 1.8  **.** *.*              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Light cloud and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
10°C to 12ºC.
Friday 
Sunny intervals and
a moderate breeze
Temperatures 
8°C to 13ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and 
a moderate breeze
Sunday
Sunny intervals and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
6ºC to 12ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

14

10

8

First, second and third place � nishers in the badminton tournament with Lochaber High School students, back row, 
who were coaches for the day. 

Caol Primary stole the lime-
light at this year’s Lochaber 
Primary Schools Badminton 
Championship, taking � rst 
place in both the boys’ and 
girls’ competition, as well as 
a silver medal and a fourth 
place.

Last year’s winners, 
Lundavra, scooped up two of 
the remaining medals, with 
Banavie sneaking into the 
medals table with a silver.

In the girls’ � nal, Dana 
Edwards, who won the 
bronze medal last year as 
a P6 pupil, beat Banavie’s 
Freya Flemming.   Charleigh 
Adams, from Lundavra took 
the bronze, in the play-o�  
match against Caol’s Keira 
Cameron.

In the boys’ tournament, it 
was again last year’s bronze 

medalist Kian Duncan who 
came through in a close � nal 
against his class mate Ross 
Dempster.     � e play-o�  was 
an all-Lundavra a� air, with 
Ryan Souter beating Jordan 
Cameron.

Organised by High Life 
Highland’s Active Schools 

co-ordinator Bridget � omas, 
in conjunction with the pri-
mary and secondary PE sta� , 
the event attracted entries 
from 10 primary schools:   
Arisaig, Banavie, Bun-Sgoil 
Ghaidhlig Loch Aber, Caol, 
Invergarry, Inverlochy, 
Lundavra, Mallaig, Spean 

Bridge and St Columba’s.
Pupils took part in a 

round-robin format tourna-
ment, competing to earn a 
place in the quarter � nals.  

Tension mounted as pupils 
were knocked out and the 
semi-� nalists took to the 
court. 

Fresh from battle, the losing 
semi-� nalists came back on 
court to � ght it out in a third 
and fourth place play-o� .

� anks went to Lochaber 
High School for hosting 
the competition and to the 
senior pupils on the Level 5 
Leadership course, who refer-
eed and supported on the day.

Caol sweeps the boards at 
badminton championship

Dana Edwards, left, and 
Kian Duncan � nished 
� rst in the girls’ and 
boys’ schools badminton 
competition. 

Jags fail to take chances Fort FC � xture update
Fort William’s match on 
Saturday against Nairn 
County was postponed due to 
a waterlogged pitch and will be 
rescheduled at a later date this 
season.

It is the second � xture this 
month that has fallen foul 
of the weather, with several 
Highland League � xtures be-
ing disrupted due to the recent 
heavy rainfall.

Next Saturday (February 

23) the Fort are away to 
Deveronvale in Highland 
League action before a tight 
schedule of � xtures. � is in-
cludes a midweek game against 
Brora Rangers at Claggan Park 
on Wednesday February 27.

YOURSTORY
share with us: fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Newshot                     3
SLT                            1

Greater Glasgow Premier 
AFL Division 2



Lochaber see off Hyndland 
in season’s fi nal home game

Banavie played host to 
Lochaber for the � nal time 
this season, with the home 
side claiming a � ve-point 
league victory over sec-
ond-bottom Hyndland.

Tries from Christopher 
Simpson and Conor Taylor, 
complemented by the steady 
boot of Jonathan McCook, 
was enough to see o�  their 
Glasgow opposition, despite 
a late rally from the visitors.

With a previous � xture be-
tween the two earlier in the 
season, in which Hyndland 
edged 29-24, Lochaber knew 
they were in for a tough 
match, despite the last points 
di� erence between the town 
teams in the league.

Hyndland had the � rst 
opportunity to get points on 
the board but their � y-half 
missed wide of the posts 
which set the tone for his 
kicking game, missing all 
three of his kicks at goal.

It was Lochaber instead 
who got the � rst points of the 
match with a try early in the 
� rst half. A� er several phas-
es, the forwards worked the 
ball up to the try line where 
they shipped the ball out to 
the backs and Christopher 
Simpson found the gap in 
Hyndland’s defence to score, 
with Jonathan McCook con-
verting to make it 7-0.

Fi� een minutes later, 
Hyndland responded with 
a try of their own to make 

it 7-5 before the half time 
break.

In the second half  Lochaber 
changed both props, with 
James Young making his 
return a� er a long injury, but 
continued to � nd joy at the 
scrum.

However, the home side 
made things hard for them-
selves as they continually 
failed to take advantage of 
the space out on the � anks 
when in possession.

Eventually it looked like 
Lochaber had got their 
second try a� er McCook 
dummied a pass to Simpson 
under the posts to run in and 
score, but the referee brought 
play back with a penalty to 

Hyndland for obstruction.
With Conor Taylor now on 
the � eld, the bruising num-
ber eight looked to make an 
immediate impact o�  the 
bench with a pick-and-go 
from the back of the scrum. 

Taylor made a run for 
the corner but two players 
tackled him in to touch as he 
stretched for the line. 

He did eventually get 
his breakthrough when 
Lochaber had an overload 
on the � ank close to the 
line. Scrum-half Campbell 
Wilson threw the ball to 
Taylor who didn’t need 
the help outside him as he 
brushed o�  the defenders to 
touch down over the line to 
make it 12-5.

With less than � ve minutes 

remaining, McCook kicked a 
penalty to make it 15-5 to all 
but guarantee the win.

Hyndland were not � n-
ished, however, and their 
forwards were able to cross 
the line in the � nal play of 
the game to make it 15-10 at 
full time for what would be a 
mere consolation try.

Lochaber now have a long 
wait until their � nal league 
� xture away to Birkmyre on 
Saturday March 30 a� er the 
original � xture was post-
poned due to a water-logged 
pitch.
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RUGBY

SPONSORS OF THE 
OBAN TIMES WEATHER 
AND TIDES - SEE PAGE 55

INSIDE THIS  WEEK: 
Caol sweeps the 
boards at badminton 
championship

Lochaber                   15
Hyndland          10

Tennent’s West Regional 
Division 3

Chris Morrison, above, battles to keep hold of the ball under pressure from a Hyndland tackler; right, Christopher Simpson scores the � rst try of the 
game; and below, Hyndland had to get physical to stop the waves of Lochaber attacks. All photographss: Abrightside Photography.

Manor House Hotel & Restaurant
From the Duke of Argyll‛s Estate in 1780 to today

A Tradition of Fine Hospitality
Overlooking the harbour

Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com
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