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Police are warning people 
to lock up before bed a� er 
a spate of reports of door 
handles ‘going wild’ in the 
night.

O�  cers were called to a 
property in McKelvie Road, 
Oban, before midnight on 
Monday. � e woman at the 
address was in bed when 
she heard ‘the handle on 
the front door going wild, 
someone moving it up and 
down trying to get in’, she 
said.

Police were at the scene 
within minutes but there was 
no-one about, said Sergeant 
Iain MacNicol.

� ere are reports on 
Information Oban’s 
Facebook page of similar 
incidents happening at � ve 
other properties in the area 
behind the hospital close to 
McKelvie Road, one of them 
in Cowan Place.

Sergeant MacNicol said: 
‘People do go looking for 
opportunities, so people need 
to lock their doors at night 
and when they are in during 
the day. 

‘� e message is don’t make 
it easy for criminals.’

CID o�  cers are investi-
gating a break-in at a � at in 
Chestnut Court, Taynuilt, 
around 4am on Saturday.

Police warn 
residents to 
lock doors

� ree months ago, Teenie 
Wilson was � ying to Islay 
a� er winning a photography 
competition; this month, she 
is preparing to rebuild her 
life in the wake of a � re that 
destroyed her home.

Teenie and her husband 
David, who run the Lismore 
post o�  ce and shop, were 
le�  with just ‘the clothes they 
stood up in’ a� er the blaze 
annihilated their home of 25 
years as well as everything 
they owned.

‘We have lost everything,’ 
Teenie told � e Oban Times. 
‘It’s one of these things that 
you never think is going to 
happen to you.’

� e Lismore woman re-
cently set up a photography 
workshop for children on the 
island.

Earlier in the year, she won 
the Wyvex Media and Argyll 
and the Isles Tourism Co-
operative #myargyll photo-
graph competition.

Teenie was le�  devastated 
a� er the incident last Tuesday.

by David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Fire devastated Teenie, inset, and David Wilson’s home in Port Ramsay last week.

Continued on page four

‘I saw all this smoke in the 
back corner of my garden,’ she 
said. ‘� ere was something 
burning close to our shed.

‘We knew it was going to 
catch the shed. 

‘It spread into the house and 
before we knew it the house 
burned down. We don’t know 
what started it.

‘I want to thank the Lismore 
and Appin � re service. 

‘� ey were fabulous. � ey 
work hard and risk their lives 
to save your home.’

� e couple were also helped  
by one of Teenie’s neighbours. 

When the � re service ar-
rived on scene, they needed 
to use water from a burn that 
runs through the Wilson’s 
garden.

But it wasn’t deep enough 
so Kiki MacColl, who saw 

the smoke and came to help, 
waded in, built a dam and 
stood in the water for three 
hours to help the � re� ghters.

‘Her feet were blue when 
she came out,’ said Teenie.  
‘She was amazing and other 
people helped too.

‘� e support we have had 
from the community has been 
absolutely overwhelming. 

‘I have been answering 

messages of support for days. 
Everyone wants to help, but 
there’s not much that can be 
done.

‘It is quite devastating 
when you don’t have a phone, 
money, bank cards or a tooth-
brush,’ added Teenie. 

‘Fortunately, I was insured 
with the NFU, who have been 
fabulous.’

While the bricks and mortar 
will eventually be replaced, 
not everything can be.

‘We had masses of senti-
mental stu� ,’ said Teenie. 

‘[But] it’s just stu� . As you 
move on, you realise it is 
possessions and it could have 
been lives – it could have been 
worse.

‘It’s a very strange feeling. 
We keep turning round to get 
something, but we are going 
to get through it.

‘We bought this ruin and 
did it up and we will do it up 
again and, with the support 
of the community, we will get 
there.

‘We have each other, a great 
family, we have great friends, 

Couple lose everything 
in Lismore house blaze
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� e linkspans at Coll and 
Tarbert on Harris are to 
close for a few days because 
of � ndings during routine 
inspections.

Work to replace the wire 
ropes used for li� ing the link-
spans at Coll and Tarbert is 
scheduled to take place at the 
end of January at Coll and the 
end of February at Tarbert.

CMAL, which owns the 
harbours, has appointed a 
contractor to carry out the 
work, which will be done 
in stages to cause as little 
disruption to ferry services as 
possible.

� e linkspan at Coll will be 
closed a� er the 12.45pm sail-
ing on Tuesday January 22 
and will re-open for the ar-
rival of the 9.55am service on 
Saturday January 26, which 
will allow the contractor to 
replace the ropes on one side 
of the linkspan. It will then 
close again a� er the 12.45pm 
sailing on Monday January 
28, and re-open for the 
arrival of the 10.15am sailing 

on � ursday January 31. � is 
will allow the replacement of 
the remaining ropes.

� e linkspan at Tarbert, 
Harris, will be closed a� er the 
4pm service on Wednesday 
February 27 departs and will 
re-open for the arrival of the 
11.20am sailing on Tuesday 
March 5. 

� is will allow both sets 
of rope replacements to be 

carried out during a single 
closure.

Ramsay Muirhead, head 
of civil engineering at 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited said: ‘Following rou-
tine inspection of the link-
spans at Coll and Tarbert, it 
was deemed the replacement 
of the wire li� ing ropes at 
both harbours was required.

‘We would have preferred 

to carry out the work at Coll 
during the already scheduled 
linkspan closure in October. 
However, for safety reasons, 
we have decided not to delay 
the replacement.

‘We are working with the 
team at CalMac and our 
contractor to ensure this 
work is carried out with as 
little disturbance to services 
as possible.’

CalMac has advised servic-
es for foot passengers will be 
provided during the disrup-
tion on normal service days 
on both routes. However, 
passengers are advised an 
amended timetable may be 
in operation and are asked 
to refer to its website, www.
calmac.co.uk, for details.

CalMac director of service 
delivery David Gibson said: 
‘We have tried to build 
services around this unavoid-
able disruption as best we can 
to minimise the impact to 
communities while the work 
is completed as quickly as is 
possible.’

Work to close Coll 
and Tarbert linkspans

The Coll ferry service will be disrupted on two occasions 
this month to allow the linkspan to be replaced.

Police warning after 
Seil woman loses 
thousands in scam
Police are again reminding 
the public not to be taken 
in by unexpected telephone 
calls from people saying they 
are from BT or Microso�  
a� er a woman from the 
Seil area had thousands of 
pounds taken from her bank 
account.

� ese types of scams 
continue to be carried 
out.  Callers o� en say they 
have identi� ed  a fault with 
the person’s computer or 
broadband. 

� e caller then persuades 
the person to give bank de-
tails for payment to rectify 
the fault or to download an 
application to their comput-
er to rectify the fault. But 
this actually allows remote 
access to the computer, in-
cluding access to PayPal or 
internet banking, meaning 
money can be taken from 
accounts.

On Monday January 7, the 
woman from Seil received 
a call from someone saying 
they were from BT and that 

her internet service would 
be terminated if she did not 
secure her account. 

� e woman was persuaded 
to provide remote access 
to her computer and bank 
details. � e caller removed 
several thousands of pounds 
from the woman’s bank 
account.

Sergeant Iain MacNicol 
said: ‘I would urge people 
not to trust unexpected call-
ers who say they are going to 
help you with your  broad-
band or computer faults. No 
genuine company will call 
you without � rst having a 
fault reported by you.

‘Do not be duped into 
downloading applications 
or giving out remote access 
to your computer or person-
al details to pay for a repair 
you didn’t report. My advice 
is just to end the call.’

� e winner of � e Oban 
Times’ trolley dash compe-
tition, courtesy of Oban’s 
Tesco supermarket, is Liz 
Crawford from Oban.

Liz wins the chance to � ll 
her shopping trolley with 
up to £200 worth of goods.

To win, she collected four 
tokens from � e Oban 
Times, before being chosen 
at random. Speaking about 
the news, she said: ‘I never 
win competitions, so I was 
absolutely gobsmacked.

‘I am delighted. I am 

going to give something to 
Hope Kitchen and I have 
two girls, who both have 
families, so their families 
will bene� t as well.’

Liz will be let loose in 
Tesco on Monday January 
21. 

Liz celebrates Tesco trolley win

S U B S C R I B E
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RNLI tribute to 
former crewman
Oban RNLI has paid respects 
to a former crew member 
who died suddenly.

The town’s lifeboat station 
� ew its � ag at half mast 

on Tuesday January 8 to 
remember David MacDon-
ald who was part of the crew 
a number of years ago.

Station spokesperson Ian 
Fulton said: ‘He was a great 
guy to be around. He will 
be missed by everyone who 
knew him in Oban.’
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POLICE FILES
  A man, aged 19, 
was searched by police 
and allegedly found in 
possession of cannabis 
at 3.40am on Wednesday 
January 9, on George Street, 
Oban. He was charged and 
a report will be submitted 
to the procurator � scal.
 Sometime between 6pm 
on Monday January 7 and 
8am on Tuesday January 
8, in Nant Drive, Oban, the 
bodywork of a Renault 
Tra�  c van was scratched.
 At 1.40am on Friday 
January 11, a 25-year-old 
man was stopped by police 

while driving on the A85 at 
Dunbeg. The man provided 
a positive breath test, was 
arrested and subsequently a 
blood sample was taken for 
analysis.
 At 3.50am on Saturday 
January 12, a house in 
Chestnut Court, Taynuilt, 
was broken into and items 
stolen.
 At 11.50pm on Saturday 
January 12, in George Street, 
Oban, a man, aged 19, was 
arrested for behaving in an 
abusive manner. He was 
charged and issued with a 
recorded police warning.

 At 1am on Monday 
January 14, near Oban’s 
North Pier, a man was 
slightly injured on the face 
when someone threw a 
coin.
 Sometime between 
Saturday December 1 and 
Thursday December 6, at 
Oban Seil Farm, Seil Island, 
heating oil was stolen.
  Anyone with information 
in relation to any incident 
should contact police on 
telephone number 101 
or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

A man whose wife’s memo-
rial bench was smashed onto 
Oban beach by Hogmanay 
pranksters said she would 
want him to forgive the ‘idi-
ots’, not hate them.

David Hobbs said � ai-
born Amnuai, whose death   
remains a mystery a� er she 
was found in a river near 
Paisley in 2014, would want 
him to show forgiveness 
despite it breaking his heart.

� e bench, inscribed with 
words from John Lennon’s 
song, Let It Be, and made 
from recycled plastic, was 
discovered in bits close to 
where it had stood, near � e 
Oban Times slipway, on New 
Year’s Day.

Photographs of the wrecked 
bench triggered a rush of 
Facebook o� ers of help and 
support from people around 
the town.

It would have taken at least 
two people to li�  the bench 
up and throw it over the 
Esplanade railings.

Mr Hobbs, who had only 
been married to Amnuai 
for seven months a� er a 
seven-year relationship when 
she died, said the shock of 
what happened to the bench 
brought back ‘the very worst 
grief ’ he had been struggling 
to cope with.

‘It brought it all back. I’ve 
never got over losing Amnuai 
but I’ve tried to keep going,’ 
he said. ‘I still don’t know to 
this day what happened to her 
ending up in the water where 
she was found.

‘� is incident with the 

bench has been like losing 
her all over again, but it’s 
also made me realise just how 
much people here in Oban 
care. � ere’s only a few bad 
apples who spoil things but 
you get them in every town 
and city.’

Police have been informed 
and are looking at CCTV to 
try to identify who did it, said 
Mr Hobbs.

He continued: ‘Amnuai 
was not a hateful person. She 
didn’t have a bad bone in her 
body. She would not want me 
to hate who did this but it’s 
still hard for me to forgive 
them, even though that’s 
what she would want.

‘With the bench now back, 
I’d like them to do something 
nice to show they are sorry 
– maybe a bunch of � owers. 
I want them to realise the ter-
rible upset they have caused 
from being idiots and what 

might have just been a da�  
prank to them,’ he added.

Amnuai was best known in 
Oban as the caretaker of the 
council-run toilets. She used 
to go to the slipway to take 
her lunch breaks and enjoy 
the view. ‘� at’s why I put the 
bench there because she liked 
that spot,’ said Mr Hobbs.

� e bench has now been 
moved to the esplanade by 
the Corran Halls. 

‘I was thinking it could even 
go in my back yard at the � ats 
where I live where it might be 
safer – but I wanted it to stay 
by the sea.

‘Amnuai was liked by every-
one she met. She would walk 
into a room and you would 
feel her presence straight 
away. She was a character. 
� ey all loved her. 

‘I knew I had found some-
one I was comfortable with 
and I’d hoped we would 

Heartbreak husband only 
wants ‘sorry’ from vandals

David Hobbs on the 
repaired bench, which was 
in memory of his late wife 
Amnuai, above.

spend the rest of our lives 
with each other.

‘I want to say a big thank 
you to all the people of Oban 

who o� ered to help and have 
sent me messages of support. 
You are all wonderful, kind 
people,’ said Mr Hobbs, 
who volunteers in two of 
the town’s charity shops and 
hosts a rock and roll Saturday 

night show on Oban FM.
When workers at Barcaldine-
based Gael Force Fusion, who 
originally made  Amnuai’s 
bench, saw on Facebook what 
happened, they also got in 
touch with Mr Hobbs and 
o� ered to repair it for free.

� e Oban Times took Mr 
Hobbs to their workshop to 
see the � xed bench and to 
meet Marek Milanowski who 
repaired it. 

Mr Milanowski has to � y to 
Poland on Monday to see his 
dying father and said his own 
sorrow at this time gave him 
great empathy for Mr Hobbs.

Mr Milanowski said: ‘For 
me it was terrible what hap-
pened. It’s di�  cult to believe 
someone would do such a 
thing. 

‘I made the bench four years 
ago for Mr Hobbs and I felt 
very sad for him. I am sharing 
his sadness of losing someone 
so special.’
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Susan Simpson and her daughter Charis alongside the donated gowns. 17_T03_Zaagi01

Oban women donate wedding dresses
Women in Oban donated 
their wedding dresses to a 
good cause on Saturday.

A total of 20 dresses were 
gi� ed to the Oban branch of 
Zaagi in Argyll, a charity that 
supports families which have 
lost babies.

� e charity transforms the 
dresses into a range of hand-
made garments, including 
nesting blankets, wraps and 
blessing gowns, so the baby 
has ‘something beautiful’.

Susan Simpson, who 
organised the event in � e 
Rock� eld Centre, said: ‘We 
have been inundated with 
dresses and � ve people have 
come forward to sew for us.

‘It has really gone better 

than I expected. We really 
appreciate the response from 
the community because when 
my daughter was born she 
was wrapped in towels all day. 
We had nothing and she was 
not o� ered anything.

‘� at’s why I am so passion-
ate about seeing and making 
sure families are given some-
thing beautiful that is made 
with love to honour their 
baby. � ey deserve something 
beautiful.’

Susan added: ‘Amy Cox sent 
her wedding dress all the way 
from Uist and is now looking 
at arranging a similar event in 
Uist as other islanders have 
o� ered their gowns.

‘We are waiting to hear 

back from � e Rock� eld 
Centre about a monthly slot 
where seamstresses can come 
together. We very much ap-
preciate the ongoing support 
of Oban Community Trust.’

� e Oban branch of Zaagi is 
looking for volunteer knitters, 
crocheters and seamstresses.
It also needs volunteers to 
help wash and unpick each 
dress, someone to help with 
social media and administra-
tion, and fundraisers.

If you have a wedding dress 
to donate, drop it in to the 
monthly seamstresses meet-
ing at � e Rock� eld Centre.

� e date will be published 
in � e Oban Times as soon as 
one is set.

� is year’s Best of the West 
Festival, a highlight of the 
Argyll music scene, will 
not go ahead, writes David 
McPhee.

� e blame is being placed at 
the door of Argyll and Bute 
Council and other unnamed 
potential funders for failing 
to support the event.

� e local authority, how-
ever, claims it was never a 
primary funder of the event.

BOWFest usually takes 
place at Inveraray Castle 
in September and has been 
running since 2011.

Showcasing west coast 
talent, including musicians, 
artists, food and drink pro-
ducers and cra� speople, it has 
attracted 30,000 visitors in its 
eight years.

One of the event’s prime 
movers has been Eleanor, 
Duchess of Argyll. � e 

Teenie and David Wilson’s home in Port 
Ramsay, Lismore, was gutted on January 
8 after a � re started near their shed and 
spread to the house. The island community 
has organised a fundraiser to help the 
couple.

Lismore couple lose everything in house � re
Continued from page one.
and fantastic neighbours. 
� e whole community has  
been amazing. It’s a fabulous 
community.’

Teenie expects the rebuild to 
take up to a year. 

In the meantime, the couple 
will be living in Appin with 
Teenie’s mum for a ‘month or 
two’, while David travels daily 
to the shop.

A� er that, the couple hope 
to secure accommodation on 
the island until work on their 
home is completed.

Duchess con� rmed the news 
this week, saying: ‘� e reality 
is we receive no government 
support and Argyll and Bute 
Council has withdrawn its 
� nancial assistance. Funding 
available from some  local 
community sources has also 
been consistently denied de-
spite the proven local interest 
and economic bene� ts.

‘� is local economic 
boost was delivered at the 
direct cost and risk to Argyll 
Estates. � e festival was never 
a pro� t-making event and all 
returns, if any, were ploughed 
back in to the festival pot for 
the following year.

‘Many individuals put sub-
stantial e� orts into making 
it a great event for the past 
eight years and the festival is 
indebted to all the supporters 
and sponsors, old and new, 
who helped make the Best 

of the West happen. I know 
many people will be greatly 
disappointed.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokesperson said the only 
money it had contributed 
towards the festival was 
£2,500 to sponsor a cra�  tent 
and around £1,000 to pay for 
a drinks reception.

� e spokesperson added: 
‘We are disappointed Best of 
the West will not go ahead 
this year.

‘We provide funding where 
possible for events, howev-
er,  it should be noted our 
contribution to this festival 
has been low level and on an 
ad-hoc basis, rather than as a 
key partner.

‘Given on-going cuts to 
our budgets, expectations of 
councils have to be realistic 
and events have to be com-
mercially sustainable.’

A Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service spokesperson con-
� rmed they received a call at 
12.08pm on Tuesday January 
8 to report a house � re at 
Port Ramsay and that a local 
appliance attended.

To help Teenie and David, 
the community of Lismore 
has organised a fundraising 
night on Saturday February 
16 to help Teenie and David.

� e event will take place 
from 5-7pm in the public hall 
and will feature ‘a lot of food’.

‘Local residents are donat-

ing lots of dishes so people 
can have a meal for a donation 
to this worthy cause,’ Paul 
Speakman said.

‘� ere will be other food for 
sale on the night. 

‘A� er the food event, we 
are having an hour of perfor-
mance from people who either 
live on Lismore or who have a 
connection to the island.

‘We will be � nishing the 
evening o�  with a Lismore 
ceilidh. 

‘Entry to the music event is 
by donation.’

Lack of funding 
sees BOWFest 
2019 cancelled
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Parking income in Argyll 
and Bute has increased by 
more than anywhere else in 
Scotland over the past four 
years while less money is be-
ing spent on the area’s roads, 
a new report has claimed.

According to � gures 
released by a car insurance 
company, the council’s in-
crease in parking income of 
262.5 per cent since 2013-14 
is the � � h highest in the UK.

Revenue taken from car 
parking increased from 
£69,000 in the 2013/14 
� nancial year to £274,000 in 
2017/18, the confused.com 
report stated.

Spend
But in common with most 

councils across the UK, the 
authority’s spend on roads 
has decreased, from £9.9m 
to £9.2m. � is amounts to 
a decrease of more than 15 
per cent when adjusted for 
in� ation.

However, last month the 
council revealed it was one 
of the top � ve in Scotland 
in terms of improvement in 
road conditions.

An additional £16m invest-
ment in roads over the next 
two years was approved in 
February 2018 as part of the 
budget.

� e � gures, extracted from 
o�  cial accounts published 
by authorities, also show 
that spending on roads by 
Scottish councils dropped 
from a total of £365m to 
£333m, while parking 
income rose from £30m to 
£42m.

A spokesperson for the 
insurance company said: 
‘While councils are justi� ed 
in charging for parking 
and issuing � nes for illegal 
parking, our research found 

many motorists are confused 
about why more isn’t done 
to improve roads, given the 
amount of money councils 
receive in � nes.

‘Poor road conditions are 
a major concern for drivers, 
with roads riddled with pot-
holes and unclear markings. 
It’s no wonder drivers want 
councils to be putting more 
into making these better.

‘Parking and other charges 
are a huge burden on motor-
ists when the cost of driving 
is already very expensive.

‘� ose who think they have 
been � ned unfairly are with-
in their rights to challenge it, 
and our guide o� ers advice 
on how to do this.’

� e insurance company 
also stated that 54 per cent of 
people surveyed as part of its 
research think that parking 
� nes should be spent on 
improving roads.

It also found that one in 
four UK drivers who were 
surveyed has su� ered dam-
age to their vehicle as a result 
of poor road conditions in 
the past two years.

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘We’d 
like to have maintained 
parking charges at their 
previous very low levels, but 
this unfortunately was not 
an option.

‘Year-on-year cuts to our 
funding mean that, like all 
councils, we must make 
changes to how we work, 
having previously kept 
charges to a minimum for as 
long as possible.

Services
‘Money raised will go 

towards essential council 
services, including car park 
maintenance.’

Speaking in December, 
Councillor Roddy McCuish, 
the authority’s policy lead for 
roads and amenity services, 
said:  ‘Calculations done for 
each local authority show 
that it will take investment of 
£10m each year to keep Argyll 
and Bute’s roads in their cur-
rent condition.

‘To get them up to a fully 
maintained state, in one year, 
would cost £101m.

‘Year-on-year cuts to our 

Region’s parking 
income rockets

West Coast Motors is 
test-running an electric bus 
on Oban’s roads.

� e bus is operating on 
routes in the town for a two-
week period.

A spokesperson for West 
Coast Motors said: ‘As part 
of our ongoing commitment 
to improve service, we’re cur-
rently trialling an E200 MMC 
vehicle on our Oban routes. 
� e bus is lighter, greener and 
more fuel e�  cient.’

West Coast Motors has 
already bought two of the 
vehicles for its Campbeltown 

� eet and is carrying out the 
trial in Oban to see if   they 
should invest in others for the 
town itself.

Former pupils of Oban High 
School, of any year group, are 
invited to a supper dance in 
the Royal  Hotel on Saturday 
March 9.

Two years ago, the Former 
Pupils’ Association in 
Glasgow decided it could 
no longer sustain annual 
meetings in Glasgow and, 
a� er trying a dinner dance 
themselves in Oban, passed 
the reins to a local group who 
will hold annual events in the 
town.

� e dance was well support-
ed last year but, in an e� ort to 
get more former pupils (FP) 
interested, the event has been 
changed into a hot supper 
dance rather than a formal 
dinner dance.

� is is being supported 
by the Royal Hotel, which 
will provide a bu� et menu 
including soup, chicken and 
ham pie,  beef bourguignon, 
haddock with cheese sauce, 
mushroom strogano� , and 
apple and cinnamon crumble, 
all at an excellent price. � e 

hotel is also doing a deal on 
bed and breakfast for people 
attending the event from 
further a� eld.

� e price of a ticket for the 
bu� et and dance, with music 
by the Martainn Skene Duo, 
is £20. Tickets are selling well 
but it is important that as 
many people as possible buy 
tickets early so numbers are 
� nalised. Tickets will not be 
available at the door.

� is is a great opportunity 
to meet with friends, old and 
current, and it would be great 
if FPs gathered some friends 
and come together to enhance 
the craic.

More information and 
tickets are available from 
David Brown 01631  565242, 
Lachie Beaton 01631 565890 
and Rosemary Omand 07876 
585416, and on Facebook.

Electric bus comes to Oban

Oban High School 
former pupils invited 
to reunion dance

funding mean that, like all 
councils, we must think care-
fully about how we provide 
the vital services you tell us 
you need.

‘� ere is still additional 
commitment for our roads 
for the next two years.’

Parking charges in Argyll 
and Bute brought in  
£274,000 in 2017/18.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions

No update on 
closed playpark
There is still no update on a 
long-term solution to Oban 
Community Playpark’s ‘big 
park’, which has been closed 
for around 10 months.

The � ve-to-15s area was 
closed in March last year 
after a safety inspection 
because sections of 
� ooring had become 
hazardous.

Argyll and Bute Council 
was originally seeking a 
short-term solution to � x 
the issue, but this was not 
possible.

West Coast Motors is trying 
out an electric bus in Oban.
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Looking forward to visiting cruise ships

At this dreich and dark time 
of the year, it is nice to look 
forward to the months ahead 
and the promise of  better 
weather so that’s exactly 
what I’m doing just now.

We’re in the middle of 
looking at which cruise ships 
will be visiting Oban this 
year and planning what we, 
as a town, can do to make 
their visit a memorable one 
and encourage them and 
their passengers to return 
and to tell all their friends 
and family how wonderful 
this wee town on the west 
coast of Scotland is.

You may not have heard 
of the Port of Oban Cruise 
Group but it has been 
working away for quite a 
few years now to improve 
the experience of cruise 
ship visits to the town for 

everyone involved, both ship 
and shore. Many di� erent 
organisations and people are 
involved, from Argyll and 
Bute Council, BID4Oban 
and Oban Community 
Council to Dunollie Castle, 
Museum and Grounds and 
Oban Distillery, to name but 
a few, and all give their time 
and e� ort to promote Oban 
as a wonderful place to visit 
and also encouraging Oban 
to realise how good it is to 
have all these beautiful ships 
calling.

I o� en get the complaint 
that all the passengers are 
just put on buses and taken 

away from the town, but that 
is not true at all. Only about 
25 per cent of the passengers 
go on day trips, leaving the 
majority to explore the town 
and local area, as well as 
the large numbers of crew 
members who come ashore 
to stock up on items they 
can’t get aboard.

� is year we’re lucky 
enough to have a few of 
the larger ships visiting – 
including a Queen and a 
Princess – with the Queen 
Victoria here in June and 
the Paci� c Princess in 
September.

I love seeing ships in the 
bay or beside Maiden Island, 
as they add a touch of the 
exotic to the landscape, and 
the holiday atmosphere they 
bring to the town is fantastic.

� e photograph last week 
was of the lovely wall in 
Gibraltar Street and this 
week’s you may not have 
noticed – unless you pay 
attention.

KAY MCDONALD
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Around Oban WHERE IS THIS?

War grave designation for Iolaire welcomed
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
has welcomed the support of 
the First Minister for desig-
nating the site of the wreck of 
the Iolaire as a war grave.

First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon con� rmed she was 

supportive of the move. � e 
First Minister also attended 
the Iolaire 100th commem-
orative service on January 1.

Convener of Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar and chairman of 
the Iolaire Working Group, 

Norman A MacDonald, said: 
‘I very much welcome the 
support of the First Minister 
and the Scottish Government 
for the designation of the 
Iolaire site as an o�  cial war 
grave.’

MSP says new fund 
could boost Oban
Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell has called on Argyll 
and Bute Council to make 
the most of the Scottish 
Government’s plans to in-
troduce a £50 million Town 
Centre Fund.

Finance Secretary Derek 
Mackay announced the new 
fund – that will be available 
through the local authority 
settlement – during his dra�  
budget statement last month.

� e proposal aims to drive 
local economic growth by 
helping town centres to fund 
projects such as repurposing 
buildings for retail, business 
and community enterprise, 
while improving access and 
infrastructure.

Mr Russell said: ‘� e 
Finance Secretary’s plans to 
introduce a new £50 million 
Town Centre Fund could help 
transform towns like Oban, 
and others across Argyll and 
Bute.

‘� e fund will be passed on 
through the local authority 
settlement, so it’s up to Argyll 
and Bute Council to make 
sure our local town centres see 
the bene� t of this substantial 

investment through commu-
nity improvement projects. All 
high streets across Scotland 
face challenges as online retail 
changes the way we shop. 

‘But this fund has the poten-
tial to stimulate real develop-
ment in our town centres, to 
help communities thrive.

‘I hope my parliamentary 
colleagues from across the 
political divide will get behind 
these budget proposals to en-
sure our town centres across 
Argyll and Bute and all of 
Scotland can bene� t.’

New fund aims to 
promote tourism
A new multi-million-pound 
fund to promote the out-
standing scenery, wildlife and 
culture of the Highlands and 
Islands opens for applications 
today (Monday January 14).

� e £5 million Natural 
and Cultural Heritage Fund, 
which is led by Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), will 
invest in projects that bene� t 
the Highlands and Islands by 
improving the experience of 
visitors who come to discover 
and explore the region’s 
nature and culture.

� e funding comes through 
the Scottish Government’s 
European Regional Deve lop-
ment Fund programme, with 
match funding from other 
sources bringing overall 
investment to more than 
£7million.

� e fund will invest in 
around 10 major new pro-
jects. In addition to promot-
ing the nature and culture 

of the area, this investment 
aims to create and support 
jobs, helping communities to 
sustain local services.

Job creation is an important 
measure of success for the fund 
so all projects are encouraged 
to demonstrate bene� ts such 
as creating and sustaining em-
ployment, businesses and ser-
vices in the local community. 

Applicants can come from the 
public, voluntary or third sec-
tors. However, the fund is not 
suitable for applications from 
the private sector, individuals, 
commercial enterprise, or 
organisations run entirely by 
volunteers.

Fiona Hyslop, Cabinet 
Secretary for Culture, 
Tourism and External A� airs, 
said: ‘Tourism is an important 
aspect of the Highlands and 
Islands economy, with many 
communities dependent on 
visitors who are attracted to 
the region by its beautiful 
landscapes, wildlife, heritage 
and culture.

‘I am pleased to see Scottish 
Natural Heritage launch this 
fund and encourage relevant 
applicants from the area to 
come forward and apply. � e 
Natural and Cultural Heritage 
Fund will target resources 
accordingly to more remote 
and rural parts of the region, 

supporting much-needed jobs 
and bringing additional eco-
nomic and social bene� ts.’

Francesca Osowska, SNH 
chief executive, added: ‘� is 
new fund presents fantastic 
opportunities to show how 
investing in the environment 
and culture of the Highlands 
and Islands can bring signi� -
cant economic bene� ts.

‘SNH has already met with 
more than 100 prospective 
applicants at events across the 
region to discuss their project 
ideas. We’re looking forward 
to hearing even more people’s 
ideas and helping to make 
them happen, giving visitors 
an even better experience and 
seeing the rewards for commu-
nities in the coming years.’

� e funding round opens 
today and closes April 22. 
Decisions on the successful 
projects will be announced in 
September. Further informa-
tion is on the SNH website.

Fiona Hyslop MSP.

Michael Russell MSP.
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People living in Argyll and 
Bute are being given the 
opportunity to make their 
homes more energy e�cient 
as a result of the Scottish 
Government’s Home Energy 
E�ciency Programmes for 
Scotland: Area Based Scheme 
(HEEPS: ABS).

Argyll and Bute Council 
has been awarded funding to 
help residents make energy 
e�ciency improvements 
to their properties, such as 
under�oor, cavity wall and 
lo� insulation.

�e programme is available 
to owner occupiers and 
private rented householders 
living in council tax bands 
A to C, regardless of income, 
and band D if your income is 
less than £20,000.

For people on Argyll and 
Bute’s islands, the criteria 
has been extended further 
to include those in band D 
properties and above, with an 
energy rating of E or below.

To register your interest 
or for any inquiries, contact 
Home Energy Scotland on 
0808 808 2282.

New energy 
e�ciency help 
for residents

Cash boost for Mull 
and Iona projects
�e Prince’s Countryside 
Fund has awarded £25,000 to 
Iona Village Hall and £18,000 
to Mull and Iona Community 
Trust in the most recent 
round of Rural Four funding, 
supported by players of 
People’s Postcode Lottery.

Rural Four aims to support 
communities in the British 
countryside cope with iso-
lation and its related issues, 
with a focus on connecting 
residents and encouraging the 
development of community 
hubs.

�e Iona Village Hall grant 
will go towards renovating the 
only community space availa-
ble for the 165 residents of the 
island. As part of the redevel-
opment, the hall committee 
is hoping to host a monthly 
cinema in the hall for residents, 
helping those who feel isolated 
owing to an inability to travel 
to the mainland.

�e grant for Mull and Iona 
Community Trust (MICT) 

An artist’s impression of the new homes at Ulva Ferry.

will build on an existing 
project to part fund a housing 
project o�cer, overseeing the 
development of four new hous-
es for long-term a�ordable rent 
in Ulva Ferry. MICT aims to 
work with the local communi-
ty to ensure key decisions at all 
stages of the project are made 
by community members, from 
design through to allocation.

MICT general manager 

Moray Finch said: ‘We are 
delighted to receive this grant 
from the Prince’s Countryside 
Fund, which will enable our 
housing project o�cer to take 
forward plans to deliver four 
houses for long-term a�ordable 
rent at Ulva Ferry on the rural 
west coast of the Isle of Mull.’

Community member Josh 
Liddle added: ‘Four houses 
might not seem much, but in 

our small community these 
much-needed homes will 
ensure there are more pupils 
in our primary school, more 
working-age adults to boost 
employment and a stronger 
community overall. �is 
support from the Prince’s 
Countryside Fund will ensure 
we can make plans a reality.’

Anja Jardine, who chairs the 
Iona Village Hall committee, 
said: ‘Village halls are truly the 
hearts and engines of remote 
communities like Iona. In an 
age of choice and aspiration, 
they stand for community and 
commonality. It’s also well-
known that wedding suppers 
are never more enjoyable than 
when consumed on your local 
badminton court! We are de-
lighted with the support from 
the Prince’s Countryside Fund 
as it will allow us to bring the 
new spaces to life by equipping 
them to meet the needs of a 
variety of people.’

Claire Saunders, director of 

the Prince’s Countryside Fund, 
said: ‘�e fund’s July 2018 
research, Recharging Rural, 
highlighted the challenges 
faced by many in rural areas. 
Survey respondents told us 
that feelings of isolation were 
heightened by the experience 
of living on islands, combined 
with a�ordable housing being 
a top concern, and we hope 
that these two projects will 
help to bring the community 
together on Mull and Iona.’

�e Prince’s Countryside 
Fund is open for grant applica-
tions until February 21. Grants 
of up to £25,000 are available 
to support community shop 
and pub projects in rural areas, 
or grants of up to £50,000 are 
available for projects that im-
prove the prospects of viability 
for family farm businesses or 
support building resilience in 
rural areas.

Find out more at www.
princescountrysidefund. org.
uk/grants

Hotel guest in Oban threatened sta�
Sta� at an Oban hotel had to 
call the police when a guest 
turned nasty because they 
refused to falsify his account.

Mario Eugenio Pisaneschi 
from Glasgow was working 
as a marine engineer in 
the town and his employer 
arranged accommodation for 
him at the hotel, including a 
daily £20 allowance for food 
and non-alcoholic drinks.

‘He asked the receptionist 
if he could charge alcohol as 
food so his company would 
not be aware. 

He was told this was against 
hotel policy,’ procurator 
�scal Eoin McGinty said 
on Monday at Oban Sheri� 
Court. 

T h i r t y - t w o - y e a r - o l d 
Pisaneschi, of Flat 4-2, 
165 Hill Street, admitted 
behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner by shouting 
at sta� and assaulting one of 
them.

Sheri� Patrick Hughes was 
told that, during the incident 
on November 4 last year, 
Pisaneschi asked a second 
member of sta� to �ddle his 
account and became increas-
ingly aggressive.

Matters reached a point 
where a member of sta� 
began a call to the police only 
for Pisaneschi to forcibly 
remove the handset from 
him and end the call and 
Pisaneschi then followed 

him into a sta� area. He 
then seized hold of the man’s 
waistcoat, ripping it.

‘He managed to wriggle 
out of his waistcoat, ran out 
of the hotel and called the 
police from there,’ said Mr 
McGinty. Pisaneschi had 
calmed down by the time the 
police arrived.

On Monday, Sheri� Patrick 
Hughes deferred sentence 
for reports to be prepared on 
Pisaneschi, who was on bail 
from Glasgow Sheri� Court 
for another matter when this 
happened.

‘�is is a serious matter; se-
rious in light of your record. 
�e court is considering 
custody,’ the sheri� said.

Travelodge launches recruitment campaign
Travelodge, which oper-
ates �ve hotels across the 
Highlands,  including one in 
Fort William, has launched a 
new recruitment programme 
for the Highlands targeting 
mums and dads looking 
to get back into work by 
o�ering jobs with hours that 
�t around the school run, a 
work buddy and access to 
management training.

�e programme aims to  
help attract some of Scotland’s 
thousands of unem ployed 
parents into hospitality, as 

part of Travelodge’s plans to 
open 20 new hotels over the 
next �ve years, which will 
create approximately 400 new 
positions.

Jobs will be available across 
the company’s Scottish 
hotels, including roles in 
reception, restaurants and 
housekeeping. Across its �ve 
hotels in the Highlands, the 
company is actively looking 
to ful�l �ve jobs immediately.

To apply visit:  https://www.
travelodge.co.uk/careers/    

To design this new initiative, 

Travelodge commissioned a 
survey with YouGov to gain 
insight into the challenges 
unemployed mums and dads 
are facing.

Key �ndings revealed 86 per 
cent of unemployed parents 
would like to return to work. 
However, 59 per cent of par-
ents reported that the scarcity 
of jobs with �exibility around 
the school run was the biggest 
challenge to �nding work.  

More than a quarter said 
they want to work because 
they miss adult conversation. 



� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 January 20198 NEWS

OT

Missed appointments 
costing NHS thousands
Patients failing to turn up 
for consultant appointments 
at outpatient clinics across 
Argyll and Bute in December 
could have cost the NHS 
more than £35,o00.

Latest � gures from Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership revealed 
200 patients did not arrive 
for their appointments, with 
each missed appointment 
costing on average £176.

Other � gures show its 
A&E departments had 2,651 
unscheduled attendances 
and that 98.3 per cent of 
those patients were treated 
within four hours. � e NHS 
Scotland target is 95 per 
cent   of people visiting A&E 
should be discharged, admit-
ted or transferred within that 
time.

� ere were also 55,027 
hours of homecare given to 
1,196 people in the district.

� e � gures, posted on 
social media by Argyll and 
Bute HSCP, come as patients 
are being urged to take a 
few minutes to cancel GP 
appointments if they are no 
longer needed or if patients 

cannot attend. � e post said: 
‘Practices will then be able to 
o� er those slots to other pa-
tients who require them and 
help to reduce appointment 
waiting times.’

Patients are also being told 
to stay at home and keep away 
from close-knit areas such as 
hospitals, schools and nurs-
ing, and residential homes if 
they have   � u-like symptoms 
or diarrhoea and vomiting.

Infections such as � u and 
the norovirus bug, o� en 
nicknamed winter vomiting 
disease, are more common at 
this time of the year and can 
spread quickly.

Tourist tax could boost Argyll music 
scene, say Newcastle academics
Research by Newcastle 
University spells out how 
the musical heritage of 
Argyll and Bute – which has 
unique piping, � ddling and 
arts – could be used to create 
sustained economic growth.

� e Traditional Music and 
the Rural Creative Economy 
in Argyll and Bute, Mapping 
Report 2018, suggests a 
visitor tax – set at around two 
per cent of room cost – for 
overnight tourists to Argyll 
could be used to provide in-
centives for hoteliers and tour 
operators to improve what 
they o� er in the area.

It could also be used to 
help support very small 
businesses, known as micro 
enterprises, in the creative 
industries.

Written by Dr Simon 
McKerrell and Dr Jasmine 
Hornabrook, from Newcastle 
University’s International 
Centre for Music Studies 
(ICMuS), the report makes 
a series of recommendations 
which could help establish 
the traditional music scene as 
a bigger attraction.

� ey include: developing 
traditional music tours and 
trails; a formalised regional 
festival network; building 
partnerships between musi-
cians, communities and local 

businesses; creating a digital 
directory of musicians; 
council-led infrastructure 
and amenities for festivals; 
enterprise support for mu-
sicians – such as training in 
accounting and digital skills; 
and long-term planning and 
investment.

‘Argyll and Bute has this 
wonderful musical heritage 
which goes back centuries 
and there is a lot of potential 
to grow its music scene,’ said 
Dr McKerrell, a senior lec-
turer in music at Newcastle 
University.

‘� is wouldn’t just attract 
tourists to this beautiful part 
of the world, it would also 
bring in new people to live 
and work in the area, which is 

also important as the popula-
tion in the area is declining.

‘� e things which make 
Argyll and Bute a key visitor 
attraction are also the things 
which make it a challenging 
area for small enterprises 
set up. For example, travel 
can be di�  cult as much of 
Argyll is separated by water 
and there are many island 
communities.’

Dr McKerrell added: ‘Our 
recommendations would 
mean that some of the 
challenges the area faces 
could be addressed quite 
easily through collectivising 
resources and reducing over-
heads for festival insurance, 
ticketing, policing, fencing, 
facilities and so on, which 
in most cases would be 
cost-neutral for the council, 
and with the potential to 
really boost the economy.’

� e researchers spoke 
to musicians, promoters, 
organisers and businesses in 
the area and drew upon data 
about the creative economy 
and the 2011 census to get a 
full picture of the region.

� e research was funded 
by the Arts and Humanities 
Research Council and 
done in collaboration with 
Traditional Arts and Culture 
Scotland (TRACS).

Taynuilt piper dies 
suddenly aged 51
A talented musician who 
learned his cra�  with Oban 
Pipe Band has died sudden-
ly. Russell Campbell, original-
ly from Taynuilt, was 51.

� e dad-of-two’s body 
was found on January 6 in 
Lochwinnoch, Renfrewshire, 
a few miles from the village of 
Howwood, where he lived.

Mr Campbell had played 
the bagpipes all over the 
world and was a member of 
Oban Pipe Band around the 
1980s, continuing to keep up 
connections in the area a� er 
he moved away.

About 10 years ago he 
published a collection of 
bagpipe tunes called Bunches 
of Grapes, which featured the 
names of   some of the Oban 
people he knew. � e book is 
still available from the National 
Piping Centre in Glasgow.

Iain Hurst, who was pipe 
major when Mr Campbell was 
in Oban Pipe Band, said: ‘I 
� rst knew Russell as a young-
ster when he came along to 
Oban Pipe Band in the 1980s, 
having been taught initially by 
Arthur Gillies of  Kilchrenan.

‘Russell was a bright 
and  talented player who took 
his piping seriously – fully 
committed, good at learning 
tunes, sound technique, good 
bagpipe, and full of musical 
ideas, but he also had a great 
sense of humour, which never 
diminished.

‘A� er he le�  the band and 
moved away, we kept in touch 
and we would look forward 
to  meeting up with Russell 
at Taynuilt Games and at the 
World Championships each 
year. Although he dabbled in 
other instruments, including 
the banjo and the Peruvian 
mountain whistle, I think the 
Highland pipe was his � rst 

love and the musical ideas he 
had as a teenager developed 
through the years.

‘He composed many tunes 
for the pipes and I was delight-
ed when he asked me to check 
and proof his manuscripts 
when he decided to  publish 
his collection. We had many 
laughs during these weeks and 
the book is a lasting tribute to 
him, containing several excel-
lent compositions, as well as 
some less serious  pieces. All 
those around the band and 
the piping scene who knew 
Russell were very sad to learn 

of his passing but we have 
many memories of happier 
times, and these will stay with 
us always.’

Mr Campbell was also 
a popular cartoonist. His 
Causeysiders column, penned 
under the name Rus, enter-
tained Paisley Daily Express 
readers for more than 20 years 
following the adventures of 
Sandy, Shug, Sadie and Wee 
Bud.

Mr Campbell had also pub-
lished two novels, Movers and 
Shirkers and Fool Me Fool 
You, and was a marketing 
lecturer at the University of 
the West of Scotland.

He leaves his wife Anne, 
sons Fraser, 17, and Struan, 15, 
his mother Jean who still lives 
in Taynuilt and older brother 
Gary in Inverness.

Gary Campbell said: ‘He was 
my brother and my friend. He 
was a fantastic musician and a 
very creative person.’

Russell Campbell.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

More than 8,000 people 
attended Oban Live in 
2018.
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Dalmally to get legal 
notice for pylon tests
A power developer will give 
Dalmally landowners 14 
days’ statutory notice before 
it carries out pylon and 
underground cable feasibility 
tests on their doorstep.

A Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council meeting 
heard letters outlining the 
tests along a set route where 
new pylons or cables would 
potentially run have now been 
received by a number of people 
owning land in the village.

No More Pylons in Dalmally 
co-campaigner Richard 
Scott said the letters from 
Scottish and Southern Energy 
Networks (SSEN) warning 
that 14 days’ statutory notice 
will be given before the survey 
work takes place were sent out 
because locals had blanked 
original correspondence.

SSEN has longstanding 
controversial plans for 52 new 

Villagers are against more pylons in their community.

pylons in Dalmally but says 
underground cabling is still an 
option. Campaigners suspect 
SSEN will opt for pylons to 
‘save money’.

� e community council 
meeting on January 9 was at-
tended by more than 40 mem-
bers of the public in Dalmally 
hall where the pylons issue was 
on the agenda.

‘What we’ve decided to do is 
call a community meeting on 
February 9 at 1pm in the com-
munity hall just to concentrate 
on the pylon issue and the way 

to take our campaign forward, 
making it predominantly 
community-led,’ said Mr Scott.

‘Some residents have now 
had letters from SSEN saying 
they will issue statutory notices 
to people whose land needs to 
be surveyed. It’s because none 
of them replied to previous 
letters. � e notice they will get 
is 14 days.’

� e survey work will include 
non-intrusive site walk-overs, 
peat probing and some intru-
sive site investigations such as 
bore holes and trial pits.

‘When the survey is happen-
ing we will be there and take 
photos of what they are doing. 
� e long view is that SSEN 
will be looking at putting in 
for planning permission in the 
� rst quarter of 2020.

‘� ey are aiming, a� er the 
land surveys, to tell the com-
munity what their proposal 
will be. We suspect they will 
say cabling underground is 
not possible and so they will go 
with the pylons. 

‘In 1955, they ran a 3,000-
mile cable on the seabed from 
Kerrera to North America, 
it was the � rst transatlantic 
telephone cable system. How 
can SSEN say an underground 
cable in Dalmally is not feasi-
ble? It’s all about money.’

� e campaign against pylons 
has backing from MSP Michael 
Russell who has told SSEN that 
if it wants new power lines, 
then it should go underground.

� e village already has 29 py-
lons. As well as people wanting 

to save their dramatic scenery, 
there are health concerns.

A spokesperson for SSEN 
said initial site investigation 
works would be carried out 
soon, saying: ‘� e studies will 
continue to explore  the feasi-
bility of undergrounding part 
of the proposed transmission 
reinforcements following 
consultation feedback  and 
landowners have been noti� ed 
in advance so that access can 
be arranged.’

Community councillors have 
already declined an invitation 
to be part of a Community 
Liaison Group (CLG) that 
SSEN wanted to set up because 
they felt it was a closed group.

SSEN’s spokesperson added: 
‘� e creation of a CLG would 
not replace other methods of 
engagement but would serve 
as an additional forum for 
open discussion and feedback. 
Should the community not 
wish to establish a CLG, SSEN 
will respect this decision.’

Reports of sexual o� ences 
have risen by nearly 40 per 
cent in Argyll and Bute, 
according to o�  cial � gures.

But local councillors have 
been told detection rates for 
violent crime are also on the 
increase.

Chief Superintendent 
Brian Gibson said the rise 
in violent crime detection 
rates was encouraging but 
he admitted that falling 
detection rates for rape 
o� ences were a concern.

� e latest � gures cover the 
three-month period from 
July until September, when 
there were 101 sexual crime 
reports recorded in the area, 
compared to 73 for the same 
period in 2017.

� e increase has been 
attributed to a rise in rape, 
sexual assault and crimes 
relating to indecent images 
or communications.

Addressing members of 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
community services commit-
tee, Chief Supt Gibson said 
that improving the detection 
rates for rape was a priority.

Reporting of 
sex o� ences 
on the rise

Chieftain David ‘Jocky’ Martin and committee member Linda Robb lead Mull and Iona 
Pipe Band onto the � eld in 2018.

Lorne Highland Games are cancelled

� is year’s Lorne Highland 
Games have been cancelled 
owing to a lack of committee 
members.

� e games, which typically 
take place on the fourth 
Saturday in June at Oban’s 
Moss� eld Park, faced 
similar issues last year, but 
went ahead  in order not to 
disappoint those who had 
booked accommodation to 
attend.

A post on the games’ 
o�  cial Facebook page said: 

‘Sorry everyone but due to a 
lack of committee members 
we have had to cancel the 
games for 2019. If you want 
to be involved, we will be 
organising a meeting in 
August or September to see 
if anyone is able to join the 
committee to ensure the 
games continue in 2020 and 
beyond. Please get in touch 
if you are interested.’

Councillor for Oban 
South and the Isles, Roddy 
McCuish, said:  ‘It is disap-
pointing but understandable 
that this very popular local 
games have been cancelled. 

I believe one of the reasons 
being lack of committee 
members but there may be 
other reasons I am unaware 
of. If there are people who 
want these games to contin-
ue then I would urge them to 
help out.’

With no guarantee that the 
games will run next year, 
the committee is open to 
having new members to help 
organise the games for 2020.

� ere will be a meeting in 
August or September to see 
if anyone wants to join the 
committee to ensure the 
games go ahead.

by Euan Carr
editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Finding innovative ways of 
blowing away the January 
blues is a staple endeavour 
of  this post-festive, dark, 
dreary and anticlimactic 
month but if you are 
even marginally a music fan, 
Celtic Connections is a tonic 
most powerful.

More than ‘New Year, New 
You’ type fads, more than 
resolutions to spend less time 
on Facebook, eat no chocolate 
and go to the gym three times 
a day, Celtic Connections can 
li�  you from the heebie-jee-
bies of January with the 
power of music as it bursts 
into life with the positive en-
ergy of a � ock of spring lambs 
arriving three months early.

From today (� ursday) 
until February 3, this 
Glasgow-based roots music 
extravaganza will welcome 
acts from around the globe 
to perform at more than 
300 events across the city and 
hit audience numbers in the 
region of last year’s 130,000.

Having existed now for a 
quarter of a century, Celtic 
Connections is well-estab-
lished as the biggest event of 
its kind in the world. Since 

its inception in 1994, when it 
held 66 events and welcomed 
a modest 27,000 attendees, 
it has grown, developed and 
matured into an entity that 
shapes the calendar and ca-
reers of musicians and gives 
an annual gi�  to music fans.

Taynuilt man Donald Shaw 
of Capercaillie is still very 
much at the helm, although 
with a slight change in title 
from artistic director to crea-
tive producer. He has stepped 
back from the front-line of 
programming to allow for 
more of his time to be spent 
on the overall and long-term 
direction of the festival.

Donald’s role at the head of 
the team in recent years has 
added greatly to the musical 
credibility of the event and he 
has and will continue to use 
his track record as a musician 
and his intimate knowledge 
of the art and the industry to 
maintain musical innovation 
and integrity.

� e live music scene in 
Scotland is healthier than it 
has ever been and that seems 
to be particularly so in the 
west coast areas. � rough 
December and early January, 

the number of gigs that were 
happening was unbelievable.

� roughout Argyll and 
Lochaber it was like wacky rac-
es with Mànran, Skerryvore, 
Tide Lines, the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers, Heron Valley, 
Skipinnish and other bands 
all hitting the roads and halls,  
crisscrossing each other to one 
full house a� er another.

� ere are many intangible 
as well as many clearly 
identi� able factors involved 
in the current upsurge of live 
music and the pro� le of Celtic 
Connection and its knock-on 
reverberations around the 
country is certainly a big 
contributor.

Next week I may cover some 
of the events I am able to attend 
but, in the meantime, I would 
urge any readers who fancy a 
musical feast to go online and 
have a look through the im-
pressive programme of events 
taking place in Glasgow over 
the following 18 days.

However, be warned that if 
you go to Glasgow this week-
end for a concert, you may 
wake up on the morning of 
February 4 wondering what 
on earth happened.

Crowdfunders 
back holistic 
homestead bid
Dalavich friends Jane 
Wilding and Chrissie Sugden 
are crowdfunding £4,000 to 
help save the planet.

Using a plan inspired by 
the great prairies of North 
America, they are on a 
mission to restore a � eld 
overgrown by bracken and 
rushes into a � owering mead-
ow grazed by a happy herd 
of Shetland cattle and Soay 
sheep.

� e pair are leasing a com-
munity-owned � eld near the 
village and want to restore it 
back to its grazing glory days, 
without heavy machinery or 
‘nasty medicine’ chemicals, 
says Jane, who has a history 
of working on farms.

� ey have been using 
scythes to cut back thick, six-
foot clumps of bracken and 
are planning to run a couple 
of scything courses later in 
the year as well as turning to 
Woofers – volunteers from 
around the world wanting 
to live and learn on organic 
farms – for extra helping 
hands.

Some of the cut-back brack-
en has been turned into bails 
using an adapted bin and 
string. � e friends, who are 
pleased with how much grass 
has already started to grow 
back, have also just put up a 
barn made out of reclaimed 
wood.

So far their funding page 

at  justgiving.com/crowd-
funding/homesteadfarm has 
reeled in £1,665, which will 
be used to put fencing in 
place, create a   water supply 
and help buy the cattle. One 
donation has come all the 
way from Los Angeles.

� e friends already have 
some sheep on the land and 
have a trial batch of chickens 
who will follow the cattle 
and sheep onto the � eld once 
they start their  strip-grazing 
method. � ey also hope to 
keep ducks on the boggier 
bits of the site to eat � uke 
snails – a parasitic problem.

� e idea is that there will 
be one permanent ‘mother 
fence’ running right down 
the middle of the � eld, with 
two other movable electric 
fencing strips attached to it. 
� e grazing herd will not stay 
on each strip for long, as they 
will be moved on so the soil 
gets a chance to recover and 
become richer with minerals 
again before the animals 
come back round.

‘� e key points to this 
system are to let the animals 
take one bite of everything 
– no second bite – and move 
on. � ey should eat a third, 
trample a third and leave a 
third,’ said Jane.

‘� e trampled plants keep 
the soil covered and add leaf 
litter to the soil, keeping 
the billions of organisms 
that create the function and 
health of the soil happy and 
well fed,’ she added.

Also known as rotational 
grazing or mob grazing, strip 
grazing is catching on. It 
mimics the natural action of 
a herd of grazers as they keep 
moving away from predators. 
‘� is is what built the great 
prairies of North America, 
with their deep, deep soil and 
constant lush vegetative cov-
er,’ says Jane in her Restoring 
Homestead blog at restoring-
homestead.wordpress.com.

Eventually native woodland 
down by Loch Awe might also 
be used for pigs. � e plan is to 
eventually be able to supply 
food from the homestead.

Jane and Chrissie, who has 
been an organic gardener for 
years, have been on a number 
of courses, including hand 
sheep shearing in Ullapool, 
and have also had help from 
Lismore farmer and grass-fed 
beef and lamb expert Rob 
Dixon-Spain, funded by the 
Small Farm Advisory Serivce.

‘What we are doing is 
unique to this area but we 
are being mentored by Roger 
Dixon-Spain from Lismore’s 
Sailean project who is a spe-
cialist in it. We’ve had three 
days from him thanks to 
funding but we’d like more,’ 
said Chrissie.

‘We hope anyone who likes 
the idea of supporting sus-
tainable, regenerative, organ-
ic, local food will think about 
donating to our  JustGiving 
page. � ank you to our many 
great supporters so far,’ she 
added.

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

Jane Wilding and Chrissie Sugden at work on the homestead. 16_T02_chrissieandjane01
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Coll global volunteering 
charity now spans 50 years
A global volunteering charity 
sending young volunteers 
overseas from Coll is entering 
its 51st year.

� e work of Project Trust was 
highlighted on BBC 2’s recent 
Scots in China programme 
presented by Neil Oliver.

It showed 19-year-old 
Glaswegian Victoria Groom 
teaching the word ‘dinnae’ to a 
class of Chinese students.

Victoria, who has now 
returned to Scotland and is 
studying to be a lawyer, is 
one of more than 7,000 17- to 
19-year-olds so far who have 
experienced living and work-
ing abroad on Project Trust 
placements in 22 countries 
across the world.

� ere are 15 from Argyll 
on placements right now, 
including Oban’s Megan 
Evans who is three months 

Megan Evans from Oban, left, teaching volunteers in the Solomon Islands, centre, and Victoria Groom in China.

into a year-long programme 
teaching disadvantaged 
children in South Africa. 
Oban High School pupil Alex 
Hardie and  Hamish Bell, 
from Campbeltown Grammar 
School, are both teaching  at 
Pelei Middle School,  Jiamusi 
Shi in Heilongjiang, north-east 
of China.

Every year between 220 

and 250 young people go 
out to Africa, Asia and Latin 
America with the education 
charity that has been based 
on Coll since 1971. � e most 
on placement in any one year 
in its past half a century until 
now has been 300.

� e project has also just 
started a new programme in 
the Solomon Islands in the 

South Paci� c from nursery to 
secondary school level. 

‘It’s a bit like the Hebrides 
but much sunnier,’ said Project 
Trust’s assistant chief executive 
John Fraser. 

� ere are four volunteers 
teaching English from ‘Kindi’ 
to secondary school level, and 
there are currently 15 young 
people from Argyll out on 

placements to learn more 
about the world and how to 
become a positive force in it. 
Next year will see some go 
from Coll itself.

Each of the young people 
has to raise £6,200 them-
selves to help fund their gap 
year, which could take them 
from Senegal to Japan and 
Honduras and many other 

far-� ung places on Project 
Trust’s map.

Before they can be chosen for 
the gap year, applicants have 
to pass a four-day residential 
course on Coll. � ey go back to 
the island on another two oc-
casions, including a debrie� ng 
session.

Mr Fraser added: ‘� ere is 
sti�  competition to get a place 
with us. I’d say that the young 
people we send overseas are a 
cut above the rest. � ey have to 
get through a selection process.

‘We’ve been contributing to 
life on Coll since we arrived in 
the seventies. Roughly 10 per 
cent of passengers on CalMac 
sailings are down to us and 
local families act as accommo-
dation hosts.

‘People moan about the youth 
of today but  we get to know 
some pretty impressive young 
people.’

Interested in � nding out 
more about Project Trust? 
Visit projecttrust.org.uk
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Dalavich’s community hydro 
has smashed expectations for 
its � rst year.

With £300,000 shares 
already behind it and plans 
to launch a new o� er soon 
with no closing date, some of 
the most recent shareholders 
to come on board have been 
corporate investors which 
hydro project manager Carol 
� omas said is ‘good and 
always reassuring’.

From January 1 to 
December 31 last year, the 
hydro generated 1,220MWh 
which beat its predicted 
target of 1,147MWh. In 
December, it saw its largest 
monthly generation � gure 
since it was commissioned in 
January – 180,000kWh.

Dalavich hydro scheme project manager Carol Thomas. 

Dalavich hydro smashes 
fi rst year power targets

by Kathie Gri�  ths
kgri�  ths@obantimes.co.uk

‘We smashed it this year 
and that’s despite 85 days 
with no generation at all. We 
survived the big freeze and 
the total lack of water over the 
hot summer. We could not 
generate at all in July because 

of the weather. � e river was 
incredibly low but because of 
an elbow valve we put in to 
the system, the water supply 
to the village kept � owing. 
� at was another test but we 
were utterly thrilled. � e sup-

ply is cleaner and better than 
before,’ added Mrs � omas.

A battle to persuade funders 
to approve local people as a 
routine maintenance team 
rather than rely on outside 
sources has also paid o�  for 
Awesome Energy (Dalriada) 
(AED), the name of the 
company which runs the 
project, especially when it 
came to clearing leaves from 
the works which was three or 
four times in autumn.

‘We can pretty much keep it 
running ourselves come hell 
or high water which saves on 
costs,’ said Mrs � omas who 
said the 10-month turnover 
was £198,000.

Funds have to be set aside for 
the project and its � nancing, 
including a pot for insurance 
costs, maintenance, repairs 
and necessary replacements. 
Income from energy pro-

duced will be ploughed 
back into local community 
projects once the build and 
infrastructure costs are paid 
back. We are cautiously opti-
mistic this turbine is going to 
exceed all expectations. 

‘It’s looking good. We have 
been able to give back the 
£6,000 invested by Dalavich 
Improvement Group to help 
us get our funding started.

� e scheme is also attracting 
a lot of visitors, including a 
group from a Malawi church, 
and nature is coming back 
through all the land works 
that had to be carried out. 

‘� e primroses are poking 
through,’ said Mrs � omas. 

Information boards and 
picnic benches will follow.

To � nd out more about the 
scheme and share options go 
awesome-energy.com/share-
holders.html 

Taynuilt OAPs’ 
New Year event

New guide to help 
Oban veterans

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell blasts high parcel charges 

About 60 guests were 
entertained at Taynuilt’s 
annual senior citizens’ New 
Year dinner.

The event at the village 
hall was organised by the 
community council.

Community council 
chairman David Sloss said: ‘A 
big thank you to everyone 
who supported the event, 
attended as guests, 
entertained and helped  
organise it. It was another 
great success.’

Age Scotland, Action on 
Hearing Loss Scotland and 
Scottish War Blinded have 
joined forces to produce a 
new guide to help veterans 
losing their sight or hearing 
receive support.

To get a free copy of 
the combating sight and 
hearing loss guide, call Age 
Scotland helpline on 0800 
12 44 222 or download from 
www.actiononhearingloss.
org.uk/Combat

New � gures show high parcel 
delivery surcharges in Argyll 
and Bute and across the 
Highlands and Islands  are 
continuing to be imposed 
unfairly by retailers in de� ance 
of strong public concern and 
political campaigning.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell said: ‘It is simply wrong 
that, despite the hard work and 
e� orts from MSPs, MPs, the 
media and members of the 
public across Scotland backing 
the Fair Delivery Charges cam-
paign, shoppers in Argyll and 

Bute and across the Highlands 
and Islands are paying more 
this year on parcel delivery 
surcharges than last year.

‘Research commissioned by 
my colleague Richard Loch-
head shows that shoppers in 
Argyll and Bute were forced 

to spend £3.95m in 2018 – up 
from £3.77m in 2017 – on 
surcharges simply because of 
where they live.

‘Some will argue this is 
because more use is being 
made of online shopping, but 
that should have the e� ect 

of reducing delivery costs, 
not increasing them. In fact, 
rural consumers rely on online 
shopping because of their geo-
graphical disadvantages  and 
they should not have to put up 
with the incredibly high – and 
rising – surcharges that retail-

ers impose. While authorities 
are now starting to take action, 
a more urgent approach is now 
needed. � e UK is responsible 
for regulating on this matter 
and needs to intervene and 
tackle the  issue. Westminster 
needs to listen and act.’
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More than 100 people have 
expressed an interest in mov-
ing to Ulva since the buyout 
of the island.

June 21, 2018, was an histor-
ical date for the isle of Ulva, 
the subject of a successful 
community buyout a� er the 
private owner placed the 
island on the market.

� e community of Ulva, 
represented by the North 
West Mull Community 
Woodland Company Limited 
(NWMCWC), secured funds 
from the Scottish Land Fund, 
the Macquarie Group and 
crowdfunding to allow them 
to buy the island.

� e community buyout at-
tracted media attention from 
all corners of the world which 

100 people want to move to Ulva
resulted in the community 
receiving more than 100 ex-
pressions of interest to move 
to the island.

One of the � rst priorities for 
the community is a plan to 
renovate six existing houses 
to provide quality homes for 
the current two households 
and four for newcomers. 

� is will support the 
community’s aspiration to 
regenerate Ulva and grow the 
population.

New residents and business-
es are required to enable the 
population to grow.

� e renovation of the 
existing houses presents 
a strong starting point as 
individuals or businesses 
skilled in construction may 

have immediate employment 
opportunities to live and 
work on the island. Similar 

positions may also exist for 
those experienced in forestry 
to manage and maintain  

land on Ulva and north 
west Mull. Highlands Small 
Communities Housing Trust 
(HSCHT) was appointed by 
NWMCWC to run a survey 
allowing individuals, families 
and businesses who wish to 
relocate to Ulva a chance to 
express their interest.

� e survey highlights the 
opportunities on Ulva and 
the skills and experience the 
community is looking for to 
become sustainable. Anyone 
with an interest in relocating 
to Ulva is encouraged to com-
plete the survey and register 
their interest.

� e survey can be accessed 
via HSCHT or NWMCWC’s 
websites, Facebook and 
Twitter.

The Boathouse on Ulva.

A total of 25 bags of litter 
were collected from in and 
around Tesco car park on 
Sunday to raise money for 
charity.

Lee McKillop and three 
friends – Matthew McKay, 
Adrian Rowe and Claire 
Rizos, – spent two hours 
picking the rubbish in order 
to raise money for the Sophie 
North Charitable Trust.

Speaking on Sunday about 
the amount of litter, Lee said: 
‘It is absolutely disgusting. It 
is unbelievable.’

� e Sophie North Chari-
table Trust commemorates 
the 16 children, including 
Sophie North, � ve, and their 
teacher who lost their lives in 
the Dunblane massacre 22 
years ago.

Last year, Lee carried out 
three litter picks for the trust 
and plans on doing the same 
this year. ‘I am going to do 
another one in February,’ she 
said. ‘And then I will either 
be doing one in March or one 
as part of the Oban Spring 
Clean.’

Litter picked up from Tesco 
car park in aid of charity

� e Local Government 
Boundary Commission for 
Scotland has begun reviews 
of electoral arrangements for 
the six council areas speci� ed 
in the Islands (Scotland) 
Act 2018, beginning with 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

� e reviews will result 
in recommendations for 
the number of councillors 
on each authority and the 
number and boundaries of 
wards for the election of those 
councillors. � ey will not 
look at the external bounda-
ries of council areas.

� e new islands legislation 
allows for use of one or two 
member wards, in addition 
to the current multi-member 
wards, where a ward includes 
an inhabited island.

When reviewing 
electoral arrangements, the 
commission is required to 
take account the interests 
of e� ective and convenient 
local government; within 
each council, each councillor 
should represent around the 
same number of electors; local 
ties that would be broken by 
making a particular bound-
ary; special geographical 
considerations.

Where a ward contains 
an inhabited island, the 
commission can recommend 
it elects between one and 
four councillors. In all other 
circumstances, a ward must 
return either three or four 
councillors.

Commission 
begins islands 
review
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‘What few people 
would know was 
that when the 
cable end was 
being pulled 
through the sea, 
it got jammed on 
rocks just o�shore.’

Sad end to a little piece of 
telecommunications history

When I was a young boy 
– probably about nine or 10 – 
back in 1948, my uncle drove 
the Co-op travelling shop to 
remote farms around the area 
surrounding Oban and on 
Saturdays I used to accompa-
ny him on his rounds.

�e area he covered was any 
of the remote farms to the 
south of Oban and it was a 
big help to the farmers’ wives 
who could not get to the 
shops.

One of the farms was in 
the Gallanach area, so it was 
not quite as remote as others, 
but the travelling shop was 
welcome because it carried 

accumulators which powered 
the wireless (as we called 
them then; today we would 
use solid state batteries) 
which people used to power 
the radio. �ey were very 
heavy items and impossible 
for a housewife to collect 
from the shops. I assume 
that these farms did not have 
mains electricity.

Little did I realise then that 
six years later I would return 
to that same area to help 
create a piece of telecommu-
nications history.

Gallanach was destined to 
be the area where the trans-
atlantic cable was to come 

ashore a�er being laid under 
the Atlantic Ocean, originat-
ing in the United States. Not 

only that, but I was destined 
to work in that very site 
which was a tunnel dug into 
the rocks, when I joined Post 
O�ce Telephones way back 
in 1955.

To add to this piece of his-
tory, I was one of a number of 
crew members who actually 
guided the cable ashore and I 
have a piece of �lm showing 
myself and my brother Eddie, 
along with others, actually 
dragging it ashore.

As a result of my age at the 
time, I am probably the last 
survivor of that small piece of 
history.

What few people would 
know was that when the cable 
end was being pulled through 
the sea, it got jammed on 
rocks just o�shore. It could 
not be pulled back because of 
the weight and because it was 
so well and truly stuck.

Fortunately, one of our 
crew members, Willie (I’ve 
forgotten his surname) was 
a trained deep-sea diver and 
still had all his equipment at 
home. He was duly sent to 
bring everything to the site. 
Once out�tted with heavy 

leaded boots and helmet, 
he went down and found 
that the cable was jammed 
between two rocks but this 
was something that was never 
mentioned in the documen-
tary. He eventually released 
it and we continued to pull it 
onto the shore.

I have to say that we all 
managed to obtain a piece 

of that cable, suitably cut 
to show the di�erent layers 
which made it up. Sadly, 
when I le� Oban in 1959, I le� 
it behind and I don’t know 
what happened to it – a little 
piece of telecommunications 
history.

As an apprentice, we had to 

gain experience on di�erent 
aspects of the company so I 
was sent down to ‘�e Tunnel’ 
as we called it, to carry out 
construction work, adding to 
and recovering cables. I was 
instructed to recover some 
lead-covered cables which 
were housed on an overhead 
rack at ceiling height.

At one point the rack 
went through a vent in the 
wall and I had to stand on 
one side and pull the cable 
through. Unfortunately, as I 
was pulling it through, it fell 
o� the rack and landed on a 
fuse board which, because the 
cable had an outer covering 
of lead, blew a fuse. Not only 
did this put all the lights out 
but cut the power which was 
supplying the transatlantic 
cable and put it o� the air. I 
really feared for my job.

Sadly, technology has 
progressed so much that �e 
Tunnel is now redundant 
and I assume is empty. I am 
informed by my brother that 
it is locked up and derelict. A 
sad end to a piece of telecom-
munications history.

�is is my claim to fame.

Jim Cooper, now living in  
Stockton on Tees, recalls the 
day the famous transatlantic 
cable was brought ashore in 
the 1950s just outside Oban

Teacher mental health sick days on the rise
Argyll and Bute Council 
has pledged its support for 
its sta� a�er the number of 
sick days for head teaching 
sta� for mental health issues 
doubled in the area last year.

Figures have revealed that 
356 sick days were taken by 
head or deputy head teachers 
for mental health reasons in 
2017-18, compared to 158 the 

previous year. �e number of 
days taken by a�ected teach-
ers and support sta� also 
increased, bringing about a 
total of 3,555 sick days taken 
by teaching sta� in Argyll 
and Bute in 2017/18 – com-
pared to 3,166 in 2016/17 and 
3,117 in 2015/16.

�e data has been uncovered 
by a Freedom of Information 

request made by the Scottish 
Liberal Democrats.

A council spokesperson 
said: ‘Local authorities across 
Scotland are all experiencing 
a rise in sickness absence – 
something we take seriously. 
�e health and wellbeing of 
our workforce is a priority 
and we have put a variety of 
support services in place.’

This is a still from the �lm The 
Voice Beneath the Sea, which tells 
the story of the �rst transatlantic 
telecommunications cable, which 
came ashore at Gallanach.
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Chloe strives to improve 
quality of lives on islands
�e Oban Times is 
running a series of articles 
championing the work 
carried out by Argyll and 
Bute Health and Social 
Care Partnership (HSCP) 
in the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles locality. Each article 
features a speci�c service 
provided by the HSCP and 
focuses on the sta� who 
provide that service and the 
role they play in making a 
positive di�erence for the 
people living in Oban and 
surrounding areas. �is 
week we look at the work of 
Chloe Morrow.

Chloe Morrow is one of 
Argyll and Bute Health and 
Social Care Partnership’s 
(HSCP) specialist occupa-
tional therapists.

Her career in Argyll and 
Bute began in 2017 and 
she is currently based on 
the Isle of Mull delivering 
services to Mull and Iona 
communities, including 
providing inpatient care at 
Mull and Iona Community 
Hospital.

Chloe graduated from 
Glasgow Caledonian 
University in 2013 and 
worked as an addictions 
occupational therapist 
helping people identify 
coping skills to help 
them recover from 
substance use disorders. 
She developed further 
skills at the Vale of Leven 
Hospital caring for older 
people.

During this time she 
became passionate about 
acute, complex and chronic 
rehabilitation of stroke 
patients. Chloe said: ‘I was 
dedicated to working in 
the acute stroke unit and 
was really pleased to be 
involved in championing 
the reintroduction of the 
occupational therapy stroke 
outreach service.

‘Being an occupational 
therapist means working 
with an interesting diver-
sity of people of all ages 
and backgrounds, and can 
take place in a variety of 
settings such as the client’s 
own home, nursing home, 
clinic or in an educational 
capacity.’

Her current position 
within Mull Occupational 
�erapy Department has a 
major role in the advanced 
assessment and treatment 

of patients. Chloe’s main 
priorities are promoting 
recovery to improve 
people’s quality of life 
following ill health and 

to ensure the best possible 
outcome for them.

Chloe also has a duty 
to implement care plans, 
which include a variety 
of goal-directed therapies 
such as functional and 
cognitive assessments, 

rehabilitation and 
education, provision of 
equipment and adaptations 
to make people’s homes 
safer and more accessible as 
their abilities change.

No two days are ever the 
same and are wide-ranging, 
from screening someone 
in their own home to 
assessing how they manage 
with daily independent 
living tasks, to arranging 
installation of specialised 
equipment for people with 
disabilities.

Chloe continued: ‘Most 
people take it for granted 
when they are �t and 
healthy and have the ability 
to perform daily living 
tasks like cooking their 
own meals, getting out of 
bed, washing and dressing 
themselves.

‘Episodes of illness or 
long-term conditions can 
result in life changes and 
compromise independent 
living. As part of my 
reablement role, I work 
with people to help them 
regain their con�dence 
and support them to live 
independently in their own 
homes.

‘I could be providing 
essential equipment for 
someone coming home 
from hospital a�er having 
had a hip replacement to 
making recommendations 
for major adaptations, such 
as wet-�oor shower rooms 
or ramped accesses.’

It is so important to 
daily triage referrals 
to the occupational 
therapy  service (OT) 
service to ensure that the 
most critical cases are dealt 
with as quickly as possible. 
�is is due to people living 
longer, alongside unhealthy 
lifestyles and an increase 
in patients with complex 
and long-term conditions, 
and it means much more 
demand on the OT service.

At present Chloe, team 
lead nurse Kate MacCallum 
and team lead occupational 

therapist Julie Henderson 
are working together to 
develop a moving and 
handling pathway for Mull 
and Iona residents.

�is model of care will 
promote joined-up working 
and increase patient safety 
for residents. 

�is way of working 
brings together a range of 
organisations and partners 
who provide health and 
social care services with the 
aim to provide easier access 
to social care when they 
need it.

Chloe also encourages all 
her patients and clients to 
give feedback during their 
occupational therapy input 
to ensure that they are sat-
is�ed and feel involved in 
their care. �is helps her to 
engage in re�ective practice 
to identify areas where 

she would like to develop 
as a practitioner, set action 
plans and develop in her 
chosen professional �eld.

Chloe added: ‘�e 
success of my role is having 
excellent communication 
and relationship building 
skills with the tenacity 
to ensure that I deliver 
patient-centered care at all 
times.’

Chloe is originally from 
the Isle of Mull and enjoys 
the miles of breathtaking 
coastlines that are 
�lled with wildlife. She 
also likes the security of 
living in a small, friendly 
community and attending 
community events. She 
enjoys taking part in 
many of the indoor and 
outdoor activities that are 
available to keep �t, well 
and entertained.

Chloe Morrow is an occupational therapist.

‘My job means 
working with 
an interesting 
diversity of people 
of all ages and 
backgrounds and 
can take place in a 
variety of settings 
such as the 
client’s own 
home, nursing 
home, clinic or 
in an educational 
capacity.’
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BUSINESS NEWS
IN BRIEF
� Highlands and Island Enterprise is 
inviting � rms to help prepare for Brexit 
by attending a free workshop.

Delivered by the Institute of Export 
and International Trade (IoE), the 
workshop will cover the impact of 
Brexit on EU trade, along with the 
wider implications on exporting to the 
rest of the world.

Companies will also � nd out more 
about the support available for 
businesses and have the opportunity 
to ask speci� c questions related to the 
consequences of Brexit.

The workshop is on Thursday January 
24 from 9.30am at the Kingsmills Hotel, 
Inverness.

� Data from more than 400,000 British 
businesses and three million job 
requests has revealed which business-
es will be the most successful to start 
in 2019, based on supply and demand. 
Dog and pet grooming tops the list, 
with only 20 per cent of job requests 
� nding a professional on average 
across the country, indicating there is 
not enough supply in the sector.

� Argyll farm brewery Fyne Ales and 
the Lochawe pub Ben Cruachan Inn 
have released details of an exclusive 
ale that has been re-branded as the St 
Conan’s Workbench IPA. The venture 
has come about in support of the 
iconic St Conan’s Kirk in Lochawe, 
which is raising money towards its 
extensive maintenance and restoration 
costs. The Trustees and Friends of Saint 
Conan’s Kirk estimate that the building 
requires £1 million over the next few 
years.

From space asteroid mining and artisan bacon 
production to the renovation of a Jura gin 
distillery, the Scottish economy has received a 
major boost a� er more than 53,000 customers 
connected with Business Gateway in 2018.

As a result, Business Gateway is set to build 
on its track record with the launch of a new 
Missing Pieces campaign aimed at further 
increasing the number of enterprises it helps 
to achieve their potential and contribute to the 
growth of the Scottish economy.

Scotland’s national business advice service 
helped budding entrepreneurs address a wide 
range of issues during 2018. � is included per-
forming a key role in helping more than 3,000 
SMEs to scale up their growing businesses as 
well as provide crucial support that has seen 
more than 9,000 new businesses successfully 
start up.

Hugh Lightbody, chief o�  cer at Business 
Gateway, said: ‘By connecting with us, busi-
nesses have the opportunity to develop in all 
areas – whether that is establishing themselves 
in the market or sustainably scaling up. In 
addition to having access to someone o� ering 
impartial advice, Business Gateway has exten-
sive online resources and o� ers free research 
services.

‘At a time when Brexit o� ers uncertainty, 
it’s crucial to continue to grow Scotland’s 
indigenous businesses and build on their 
deep-rooted entrepreneurial spirit.

‘We want to drive growth forward through 
our Missing Pieces campaign and demonstrate 
how Business Gateway can support ambitious 
enterprises by pinpointing vital business func-

Jura distillery boost 
from business service

tions which contribute towards unlocking 
their full potential.

‘As part of a wider national and local business 
support network, we also have strong partner-
ships with a variety of economic development 
and business support organisations that our 
clients can bene� t from.’

Central to helping businesses succeed has 

been Business Gateway’s ability to listen to 
what businesses need, � nd the pieces they are 
missing, deliver the right support and make 
the right connections. Key areas of support in-
clude making better use of digital technology, 
exploring new markets, innovation and access 
to � nance.

Claire Fletcher, co-owner of Lussa Gin based 
on the Isle of Jura, said: ‘Business Gateway 
has o� ered us invaluable support while nav-
igating our way through a competitive gin 
marketplace.

‘As we live in a remote part of Scotland, the 
challenge to get Lussa Gin recognised in the 
market was initially problematic. However, 
with Business Gateway’s support, we attended 
trade fairs and training events across the 
country and began an online mentoring ser-
vice in social media training.

‘As the presence of Lussa Gin grew in the 
industry and online, we earned our own 
identity in the market as the Isle of Jura’s only 
gin distillery.

‘With demand for Lussa Gin growing, our 
production also had to increase. Once again 
Business Gateway was able to o� er us � nancial 
support to renovate our distillery. We now 
produce up to 10,000 bottles of Lussa Gin per 
year.’

With a network of more than 170 advisers 
throughout Scotland, Business Gateway o� ers 
a range of free business support services and 
advice tailored to individual needs wherever 
they are on their business journey.

For more information about Business 
Gateway, visit www.bgateway.com

Lussa Gin’s, left to right, Georgina Kitching, 
Alicia MacInnes and Claire Fletcher.

Get the best from your business  
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your  
local o�ce on 01546 808 363 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH  t: 01631 562525

27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ  t: 01369 706198 

f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721
www.argyll� nancial.co.uk

Protection    Mortgages
Pensions    Investments

FINANCIAL ADVISERS BUSINESS ADVISERS PRINTING

BUSINESS MATTERS
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Send us your business news by emailing  
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Argyll and Bute � rms called on to get active
Scotland’s walking charity is calling on 
businesses in Argyll and Bute to sign up to 
its new accreditation that aims to reverse the 
trend of inactive workplaces.

Paths for All has created the Walk at Work 
Award to reward employers across the coun-
try who are encouraging walking in their 
workplace.

With the average working-age adult sitting 
for 9.5 hours a day, the charity will not just 
recognise employers who promote everyday 
walking, but will o� er guidance to those who 
want their workforce to become more active.

Active meetings, lunchtime walks, stand-
ing desks and promoting ways to get to work 
on foot will all count towards the award.

By signing up for the award, employers will 
receive one-to-one support on how to create 
a walking culture at work as well as examples 
of best practice and where to � nd extra help 
and resources.

Minister for Business, Fair Work and Skills 
Jamie Hepburn said: ‘When people com-
mute, particularly those who work in o�  ces 
or who travel by car, they tend to be more 
inactive. � is award will reward employers 
who encourage regular walks, breaks from 
the desk and activity during the working day.

‘It will also o� er support to businesses who 
are interested in helping their sta�  become 

more active but perhaps don’t know where 
to start. I’d encourage employers to look at 
what they can do to foster a walking culture 
and register for the Walk at Work Award.’

Ian Findlay, chief o�  cer at Paths for All, 
said: ‘Walking is one of the simplest and best 
things we can do for our physical and mental 
health. It’s free, you don’t need any special 
equipment, and it can be easily incorporated 
into the average working day.

‘� is award will not only reward work-

places that are creating a walking culture for 
their sta� , it will also increase and encourage 
a variety of di� erent walking opportunities 
and activities during the day.’

� e Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
Scotland (ICAS) is among the � rst businesses 
to sign up to the Walk at Work Award.

For more information, or to register for the 
Walk at Work Award, visit www.walkatwork.
scot, email walkatwork@pathsforall.org.uk 
or call 01259 218888.

Jamie Hepburn, Ian Findlay from Paths for All and Lesley Glen of ICAS.

First Loganair jet 
lands in Stornoway
� e � rst Embraer 145 Jet to operate the 
Glasgow to Stornoway air route took to 
the skies yesterday, carrying 23 passen-
gers and four crew.

Sporting the airline’s distinct tartan 
livery, the 49-seat jet will cut 18 minutes 
o�  a return service between the Western 
Isles and Glasgow.

Piloted by Captain Neil McHugh and 
First O�  cer Hunter Mercer, the jet landed 
in Stornoway at 3.55pm before departing 
again at 4.30pm. 

Loganair will use the Embraer 145 on 
the a� ernoon and evening rotations 
between Glasgow and Stornoway until 
January 28, when it will then be used 
across the schedule. It will also serve 
Manchester on Fridays and Sundays, as 
well as operating between Benbecula and 
Glasgow at weekends.

Captain 
Neil 
McHugh 
with crew 
members 
Heidi 
Horrocks 
and Helen 
McGrath.
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Call the doctor? Call on nature

‘If you don’t have your health, you have 
nothing,’ is a saying that I keep coming across. 
How true.

It doesn’t matter how wealthy you are or 
what you own – if you are unwell, everything 
else pales into insigni� cance.

Have you ever wondered what our forebears 
did when they fell ill before NHS24 and when 
doctors were few and far between?

Donald Morrison (1885-1986) from Ardtun 
on Mull, whom I recorded for the School of 
Scottish Studies archives, told me that when he 
was a boy a doctor would visit the Ross of Mull 
and hold his surgery beside a large boulder in 
an open � eld every few months.

Dr John Maclachlan of Rahoy (1804-74), 
the famous Gaelic bard, o� en travelled 
long distances to tend to the  sick, as did Dr 
MacNaughton from Salen, Loch Sunart. � ese 
were popular men, famous for their  medical 
skill and revered by the less well-o�  members 
of the community for waiving their fees 
in  times of hardship long before the birth of 
the National Health Service.

Summoning medical help in days gone by 
was di�  cult and o� en involved signalling by 
lighting � res on hilltops or remote headlands 
and sending a pony along a rough and tor-
tuous track in the dead of night aided by the 
light of a lantern.

Our grannies used to say that wherever 
there was disease or sickness, a cure would be 
found in the locality. From this it was obvious 
country folk had a far greater grasp of healing 
than the average person does today.

Hippocrates, a Greek physician who lived 
more than 2,000 years ago and was considered 
the most outstanding  � gure in the history 
of medicine, maintained that a doctor must 
teach his patients to care for their own health. 
Until recently, however, most doctors thought 
that patients could know too much.

Now, thanks to the internet and the 
award-winning TV series Embarrassing 
Bodies, which aims to destigmatise common 
complaints that many people would rather 
ignore than take to their GP,  attitudes have 
changed which must go a long way towards 
preventive medicine.

Great store was put on herbal and folklore 
remedies. Given the ingredients in some of to-
day’s pills, it is obvious the oldies knew a thing 
or two. Aspirin for example, is a derivative of 
willow bark, which was known for  centuries 
to relieve chronic headaches or back pain. 
Willow bark is also used in some products to 
aid  weight loss. When taken in moderation, 
willow bark does not appear to have negative 
side-e� ects.  � e salicin in it converts to sal-
icylic acid said to be gentler on the stomach 
than lab-created aspirin.

A favourite wild plant which people in the 
Hebrides have used for medicine is bog bean 
Menyanthes  trifoliata (Gaelic, Tribhileach 
– three leaves). Bog bean is found in ditches 
and bogs and its complex root structure when 
boiled was used extensively for rheumatoid 
arthritis, loss of appetite, upset stomachs and 
hangovers. Until a few years ago, it was pre-
scribed by a Mull doctor and was very popular 
among an older generation who used to say 
there was a cure in every knot.

Frequent references to simple herbal reme-
dies does not mean that there were no trained 
doctors living and working in the Highlands 
and Islands.

� e Beatons, alias McBeths or Bethunes, 
thought to have come from Northern Ireland 
in the 13th century, were hereditary Gaelic 
speaking physicians to the MacDonald Lords 
of the Isles from whom they received land in 
return for medical services.  Others, though 
less well known and not so numerous, were 
the O’Conchobhairs and the McPhails, who 
worked closely with the Beatons.

One of the earliest Beaton doctors in 
Scotland on record was Patrick McBeth, who 
was physician to Robert the Bruce (1274-1329). 
� e name McBeth means ‘son of life’, an ap-
propriate surname for a doctor.

� e Beatons settled at Balinaby on Islay in 
the parish of Kilchoman evidenced by a � ne 
cross standing in the churchyard bearing 
a Latin inscription which, translated into 
English, reads: ‘� is is the cross by � omas, 
son of Patrick, doctor, for the souls of his 
father, mother and wife, and all of the faithful 
departed and of the said’.

Some of the Beaton family later moved into 
Mull, around Oban and to Skye to became 
physicians to the MacLeod chiefs. 

A branch were doctors and surgeons  to 
the Munros of Foulis, who gave them land 
at Culnaskea and Delny in Ross-shire from 
c1550-1700.

When King James VI of Scotland went to live 

in England in 1603, he took his doctor, James 
Beaton, with him.

Not content to sit back enjoying landowning 
status, the Beatons travelled to Europe where 
they studied cutting-edge medicine at some of 
the most famous research centres of the time. 
From Padua, Salerno, Montpellier and Leyden, 
they brought home copies of ancient medical 
manuscripts and translated them into Irish 
Gaelic. Twenty-two of these documents are 
in the National Library of Scotland. So highly 
prized were they that one of them was designed 
with straps so that it could be attached to the 
doctor’s belt to prevent the document getting 
wet on long journeys.  Farquhar  Beaton of 
Husabost on Skye had one such volume which 
he considered so valuable that when he  trav-
elled by boat it was sent by land.

Dr H Cameron Gillies, an Argyll man, trans-

IAIN THORNBER
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Morvern linesMorvern lines
The latest update of the Oxford Diction-
ary of National Biography was published 
last week and adds biographies of 226 
men and women who left their mark on 
the UK and who died in the year 2015.

Prominent � gures in the new 
edition include politicians Denis Healey 
(1917-2015), Geo� rey Howe 1926-2015) 
and Charles Kennedy (1959-2015), 
singers Cilla Black (1943-2015) and Val 
Doonican (1927-2015), and writers Sir 
Terry Pratchett (1948-2015), Ruth Rendell 
(1930-2015) and Brian Friel (1929-2015).

Charles Kennedy (1959-2015), the 
Inverness-born leader of the Liberal 
Democrats, galvanised the opposition to 
the Iraq war in 2003 and in 2005 led his 
party in winning 62 seats – the greatest 
number for a centre party since the 
Liberals in 1923.

His relaxed style of leadership and 
willingness to engage the media made 
him a familiar face and a much-admired 
politician, though critics derided him 
as ‘chatshow Charlie’. Sadly, his public 
performances and leadership became 
more erratic as a result of alcoholism, 
and in January 2006 he was forced to 
resign. Although he appeared to have 
conquered his demons, he died of a 
haemorrhage at the age of 55.

From a much older generation, George 
Mackie, Baron Mackie of Benshie (1919-
2015) was a farmer, Bomber Command 
veteran, Liberal MP and peer, who 
rescued Caithness Glass and was a major 
� gure in the public life of north-east 
Scotland.

William McIlvanney (1936-2015) created 
the � ctional detective Jack Laidlaw, a 
witty and philosophical commentator on 
the badlands of Glasgow.

The historian Jenny Wormald (1942- 
2015) applied a sharp analytical eye to 
early modern Scottish history, in the 
process rehabilitating the Stuart kings.

Gifted with a beautiful voice and 
superb memory, Flora MacNeil 
(1928–2015), from Barra, became perhaps 
the best known performer of Scottish 
Gaelic music.

Highlanders 
feature in 
biographical 
dictionary
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 DOWN MEMORY LANE
   We delve into The Oban Times archives to bring you faces and places from yesteryears

This photograph was sent in by Iain MacLeod from Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada, who 
said: ‘I inherited a collection of photos taken by my grandfather, Alec MacLeod. He was 
born in Lewis, grew up in Inverness and made his home in Glasgow after the First World 
War. My grandfather kept a camera nearby for the better part of 60 years, starting in the 
early 1900s, right up to the late 1960s. He even took a camera into the trenches of the 
eastern front of the First World War. This one of my favourites, featuring my grandparents 
on a vacation. I did not know the location until the other day – Oban, July 1927.’

Don’t fancy climbing the ben? Go for a sail instead! Photograph: Alex Gillespie per Roamer collection

Call the doctor? Call on nature

Rahoy, Loch Teacuis, home of Dr John Maclachlan, the famous Gaelic bard and physician 
of the west. Photograph: Iain Thornber

lated some of these manuscripts into Scottish 
Gaelic and in 1911  published a book about 
them called Regimen Sanitatis – � e Rule of 
Health, which is largely concerned with diet.

One of his transcriptions reads: ‘You ought 
to know that it is on the right side you should 
at � rst sleep for it is so that digestion is better 
made because the livers are under the stom-
ach, and you should a� erwards turn upon the 
le�  side so that the food is not drawn towards 
the liver before it is fully digested.’

Whoever compiled the manuscript coun-
selled against eating fruits other than roasted 
apples, raisins and � gs, saying the father of 
Galen of Pergamon, a Greek physician, surgeon 
and philosopher in the Roman Empire, lived 

a hundred years because he did not eat fruit. 
Wine was not to be taken during a meal but 
a� erwards because it makes the food pass out 
of the  stomach before it is digested. Old men 
were to eat meat in the morning and bread only 
at supper in small quantities. ‘Nevertheless, if 
several kinds of food [are] to be eaten at one 
meal, it is better to give the mild [tender] things 
� rst and the fat things a� erwards, for when 
the mild food is eaten a� er the fat it is quickly 
digested and the fat food is not, and it will be in 
that time seeking a way out and it cannot get it 
because the fat food is below.’

Food was to be taken three times in two 
days 16 hours apart. So much for the multiple 
courses which some of us eat these days.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or � e Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

YOUR PICTURESDisappointing loss 
to social calendar in 
Argyll and Bute
� e Best of the West Festival has established 
itself as a hugely popular event in its eight 
years of existence so it is disappointing that 
it will not go ahead this year.  

� e � nger has been pointed at, among 
others, Argyll and Bute Council for a lack 
of funding, though the local authority has 
been quick to defend itself, saying its only 
contribution � nancially was £2,500 to 
sponsor a cra�  tent and £1,000 for a drinks 
reception.

� e truth is that there are numerous very 
worthy events and causes scrapping for a 
share of the public funding pot, and that 
amount of money available is shrinking.

Furthermore, as political events this week 
demonstrated only too clearly, we live in 
the highly uncertain time caused by the 
ongoing Brexit situation. � at may well be 
deterring potential funding bodies from 
parting with their cash.

Eleanor, Duchess of Argyll is to be 
thanked for her e� orts in these recent years 
to ensure the festival has been successful.

� e Best of the West Festival has promoted 
Argyll in a hugely positive light and will be 
sorely missed. It would be a huge boost if 
some philanthropic organisation could � nd 
the means to keep it going.  

Community rallies 
to help � re victims
It is hard for most of us to imagine what 
Teenie and David Wilson have been going 
through since their home and everything 
they owned were lost in a devastating � re 
last Tuesday.

However, Teenie and David are to be 
commended for their stoic response, as 
is the community in which they live. 
� eir friends and neighbours have rallied 
superbly, with o� ers of accommodation and 
other support, and a fundraising event in 
the planning.

We are lucky to have such 
good politicians
� is feels like an appropriate time of year to 
publicly thank our MSP Kate Forbes and MP Ian 
Blackford for their work on our behalf. Whether 
or not you agree with all or some or none of 
their party politics, we should think ourselves 
extremely fortunate in having two of the most 
active and hard-working individuals represent-
ing us. Similarly Andrew Baxter should be com-
mended for his commitment and willingness to 
repeatedly speak up and speak out on our behalf 
locally. (I am sure there are other councillors 
working just as hard elsewhere in Highland, but 
in South Lochaber it appears to me that Andrew 
is largely working alone.)

My New Year resolution is to give them all 
more of my support. � at doesn’t just mean 
thanking them when they do something I agree 
with, it means letting them know what I think 
about the issues they are dealing with, whether 
for or against; asking questions, making the 
e� ort to � nd out more, and writing in support of 
their e� orts when appropriate. � ey were elected 
by us and are paid by us through our taxes, and 
as with any ‘employee’, it is not acceptable to 
put them in post and leave them to get on with 
it for � ve years – they need and deserve our 
input, feedback, guidance and support, just as 
we rightly demand the same from them.

� eir work impacts our lives in every way, all of 
the time, whether we like it or not, and whether 
we are interested in politics or not. I for one 
intend to show my support for what they do by 
engaging with the process a little more.

I have no doubt that they each have the best 
interests of our area in mind, and I would like 
to thank them all for their e� orts on our behalf.

Joanne Matheson, Acharacle.

Seil needs safer routes for 
pedestrians
I read with sadness of the plight many parents 
and families trying to regularly navigate the 
single-lane ‘motorway’ by Balvicar on Seil.

� e local community council has my sympathy 
and support. As they � ght to avoid an incident it’s 
worth noting that in the wider world the move is 
now towards a 20 mph limit in areas frequented 
by pedestrians. � e roads here provide passage 
for vehicular and pedestrian tra�  c but it seems 
that an accident has been avoided so far because 
pedestrians have simply been scared o� . And 
understandably so, for what responsible parent 

would send their kids on to a motorway every 
day. If it was a central belt city this happened in 
the family would no doubt be investigated by 
social services.

And so the argument becomes about the one 
trip the locals have no choice but to force their 
children to make from bus stops to home or 
school.

But that neatly skips over the main issue of 
providing safe island routes for pedestrians now 
cars are so fast and furious none can use the 
road.

� ere are a number of old church paths on Seil 
which have been gradually falling into disrepair.

Reinstatement and extension of these would 
free locals from the tyranny of the road while 
providing a further draw for tourists. 

It would require support and coordination 
from the local council, local landowners and the 
community council. 

It could draw on funding from a variety of 
sources such as the lottery. It should be ac-
companied by a pro-pedestrian attitude by the 
council which ensures pedestrians or cycle based 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or 
hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or in 
High Street, Fort William. 
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At the Oban Times we endeavour to ensure 
that all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). We realise, however, 
that mistakes happen from time to time.
If we have published anything that is 
factually incorrect, please email: editor@
obantimes.co.uk; telephone on 01631 
568000; or write the Editor at The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will attempt to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO by calling 
0300 123 2220 or email: inquiries@ipso.co.uk.
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

The editor welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. 
However we reserve the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and 
postal addresses must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 
phone number is also required for veri� cation. 
Anonymous letters or those supplied without a 
contact phone number will not be printed. Please 
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk or write to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 

Ged tha ùpraidean an 
t-saoghail a’ cumail dhaoine 
air bheagan tàmha, Chan ur-
rainn mi gun bhith smaointinn 
air na laoisg a chaill an nàire…

Sin mar a dh’� osgail fear 
de na pìosan bàrdachd as 
ainmeile aig Dòmhnall (nan 
Òran) MacLeòid, à Gleann 
Dail an Eilein Sgitheanaich, 
Rann do Dh’Èildearan an Lòin 
Mhòir.

Choisich Dòmhnall mu 
sheachd mìle a choinneachadh 
le èildearan na h-eaglaise is e 
air baisteadh iarraidh dha aon 
de chuid chloinne. Chaidh 
am baisteadh a dhiùltadh ‘s e 
air � àgail air Dòmhnall gum 
biodh e a’ gabhail drama, ri fe-
alla-dhà, agus “gun leugh thu 
‘n Cuairtear air an t-Sàbaid”.

Air a shlighe thàmailteach 
dhachaigh chuir Dòmhnall 
ceithir rannan deug leamh 
ri chèile, a’ dearbhadh fìor 
eòlas air sgeulachdan agus 
feallsanachd a’ Bhìobaill anns 
na casaidean ceilge a bha e 
a’ cur às leth nan èildearan 
a “bha nan suidh’ an cathair 
binn” air.

� àinig faclan Dhòmhnaill 
nam inntinn às ùr is mi ag 
èisteachd ris a’ ghoileam gun 
chrìch mu Bhrexit, is mise 
mar na milleanan eile, tha mi 
’n dùil, air fàs cho searbh agus 

cho tàmailteach mu shuid-
heachadh ar dùthcha. Saoilidh 
mi gun robh Dòmhnall nan 
Òran air a bhith pailt cho 
geur na chronachadh air a’ 
mhàirnealachd agus an dìth 
cuimse a dh’� àg sinn cho mì-
chinnteach air na tha ’n dàn 
nuair a dhealaicheas Breatann 
ris an Aonadh Eòrpach.

Ach theagamh gum bheil 
leamhachas le saoghal 
poilitigs a’ dol nas � arsainge 
na Brexit oir tha an earbsa 
a tha luchd-bhòtaidh a’ cur 
ann an tagraiche poilitigeach 
mar chùmhnant eatarra 
air a bonntachadh air geal-
laidhean, agus ma ’s e rud 
eadar-dhealaichte a thig tha 
� ios gur còir cothrom a bhith 
aig neach-taice nochdadh am 
bheil e riaraichte. A dh’ainde-
oin cho searbh ‘s a tha daoine 
air fàs den chuspair saoilidh 
mi gum bheil a’ mhòr-chuid 
mothachail gum bheil brìgh 
cùmhnant dheireannaich 
Brexit cho cudromach ri dad a 
bha riamh air aire Phàrlamaid 
Bhreatainn, agus aig àm 
sgrìobhaidh seo chan eil cus 
dòchais gun soirbhich le 
moladh a’ Phrìomhaire.

Mura tèid leatha bidh 
chun a-màireach aice airson 
tilleadh chun na Pàrlamaid le 
moladh eile.

Chan eil luach aig gealladh, 
beag neo mòr, chun an 
coileanar e! A dh’aindeoin 
rabhaidhean bho ionadan 
mheidigeach innse mura tèid 
againn air frithealadh aig àm 
aontaichte tha � athast mòran 
nach eil a’ dèanamh sin agus 
iad ag àicheadh cothrom 
cobhair dha daoine eile.

Saoilidh mi gum bheil 
Calmac ceart bho seo a-mach 
cosgais deich not a chur air 
luchd- siubhail chàraichean 
mura leig iad � os nach tèid 
aca air nochdadh aig àm 
aontaichte.

By the time you read this MPs 
will have voted on � eresa 
May’s proposed Brexit deal, 
and if she has lost she must 
present an alternative plan by 
tomorrow.

While it was unlikely that 
any proposal would satisfy 
both sides of the argument, 
Mrs May has struggled to 
convince either.

Someone always su� ers from 
broken promises, whether in 
politics, attending medical 
appointments as arranged, or 
having your car at a ferry port 
on time.

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

ALLAN CAMPBELL
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Beachd Ailein

tra�  c is provided for when roads are created or 
maintained. 

Seil is a beautiful island much loved by locals. 
However, becoming a tra�  c island is another 
matter altogether and something your article 
of December 21 suggests to me the local council 
should be doing more to help the community 
council develop and implement a strategy for 
dealing with.

And in the meantime and more tactically, 
anything that any local body can do to safeguard 
kids should be a priority. � e police argument 

that nothing need be done till an accident 
happens is clearly � awed. Where children are 
concerned the precautionary principle should 
apply.

Martin Goldie, Balvicar Cottages.

Letter shows contempt for 
Scotland
I refer to the letter in the Oban Times and 
Lochaber Times dated December 13 from 
Andrew Green.

He refers to the European referendum and 
states that of the total 3.9 million residents reg-
istered to vote in Scotland, only 62 per cent 
voted remain and in his opinion this is hardly 
a convincing endorsement to remain in the 
European Union if you take into account the 26 
per cent who voted to leave and the 31 per cent 
who decided to abstain.

Whether people choose to vote remain, leave or 
abstain from voting is entirely up to them. � at 
is their democratic right. We live under a ma-
joritarian system. � e writer’s other comments 
show utter contempt for Scotland’s potential as 
an independent country.

� e Conservatives are tearing themselves apart 
over Brexit. In 2014, we were told by unionists of 
all colours that an independent Scotland would 
not be allowed into the European Union. � ey 
have now reversed that argument. � e one thing 
that we can be sure of is the reality that if the UK 
leaves without a deal, other countries will not 
hold � re on their present agreements to allow 
the UK to make good on what we lose leaving 
Europe.

On leaving Europe, no country seeing the 
disarray in the UK will agree to give the UK ad-
vantages of EU membership without obligations. 
� e money men will not su� er half as much as 
those at the other end of the scale, including the 
working poor.

Anna Soubry, Conservative MP, attacked ‘ide-
ologically driven’ colleagues with ‘gold-plated 
pensions and inherited wealth’ for ignoring the 
‘reality’ of Brexit. She also con� rmed that in pri-
vate conversations those same Tories accepted 
that hundreds of  thousands of jobs will be lost 
but that it was worth it for Brexit.

Despite this, some people still think that 
Scotland should continue to be a minor player 
in the shambles which is Westminster politics. It 
is high time that the Scottish Government called 
an independence referendum to enable Scotland 
to take its place along with all other independent 
nations in Europe.

Bill Clark, Tomonie.

This week’s image was emailed in by 
Chris Whitelaw, who said: ‘This is one 
of my favourite photographs as the 
colours and scenery are stunning. It 
was taken near Benderloch.’
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TAYNUILT

Western Isles Women’s Aid received a £3,000 
cheque from young philanthropists. � e money was 
raised by this year’s Nicolson Institute’s Youth and 
Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) winning team.

� e £3,000 is ‘a very welcome boost’ for the women’s 

aid and ‘great recognition of the team’s hard work 
and commitment’.

YPI is an active citizenship programme that raises 
awareness among young people about philanthropy 
and their local community.

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir will be back 
up and running tonight (� ursday 
January 17) and new members will 
be ‘assured of a warm welcome’.

Practice will take place in 
Taynuilt’s Sports Pavilion, starting 
from 7.30pm.
 Musicians will be jamming in 
Taynuilt Sports Pavilion on Monday 
January 21.  � e event will start at 
6.30pm with everyone welcome to 
attend.

� e event poster reads: ‘If you’d 
like to join us to play and/or learn 
drums and percussion, you are most 
welcome.

‘Or bring along another instru-
ment to weave in and around the 
beat: harmonica, voice, xylophone, 
whatever gives you pleasure.’

� e Keel Row in Fionnphort will be 
hosting a Burns Supper on January 
26 from 7pm.

� e event promises to be an 
evening of good company, fun, 
toasts and music that will com-
memorate Scotland’s national bard 
nin � ne style.

� e meal costs £23 per person and 
there are limited spaces available, so 
early booking is advised.

Scottish Water has announced that 
it will be upgrading 222 meters of 
pipe work in the Crianlarich area 
along Station Road.

� e £120,000 investment comes 
a� er calls from Stirling MSP Bruce 
Crawford for a permanent solution 
to be sought following repeated 
bursts of the water main leaving 
many properties without supply.

It is hoped that this work will 
reduce the risk of further disruption 
by burst mains.

Scottish Water has con� rmed 
that  � ooding on the road through 
Lochearnhead at the end of last 
year was due to a build-up of debris, 

Islay this month. � e training will 
be free of charge and a certi� cate 
will be given to all those who attend.

Each slot will be 90 minutes with 
a maximum of eight people taking 
part per sitting.

� e � rst set of sessions will be at 
the RNLI building at Port Askaig 
on Friday January 18. � ey will take 
place at 10am, noon, 2pm and 4pm.

� ere will also be training at 
Bowmore Fire Station on Saturday 
January 19 at 10am, noon, 2pm and 
4pm. More sessions will be held in 
Port Mor on Sunday January 20. 
However, starting times are to be 
con� rmed as this will be dependent 
on demand.

A group of multi-award-winning 
boutique hotels on Skye has become 
the � rst hospitality provider in the 
Hebridean islands to sign up to the 
UK’s real Living Wage and says its 
move will help post-Brexit recruitment 
of sta�  in one of Europe’s most popular 
tourist destinations.

Sonas Hospitality has agreed to pay 
employees at least £9 an hour – the � g-
ure set by the Living Wage Foundation 
based on actual living costs for workers 
outside London.

‘Sta�  in the hospitality business work 
very hard and we believe each one 
should be valued and treated fairly,’ 

said Anne Gracie Gunn, who heads 
the group which owns Duisdale and 
Toravaig House on Sleat and Skeabost 
House near Portree. ‘All are important 
links in the visitor experience chain.’

Around two-thirds of Sonas’ sta�  on 
Sleat and 50 per cent at Skeabost are 
not local. � e company employs just 
under 80 at peak season with 48 all 
year round. 

Mrs Gracie Gunn added: ‘Adoption 
of the real Living Wage shows we 
invest in our sta�  as well as our hotels’ 
infrastructure and helps demonstrate 
to overseas and UK workers that, no 
matter what happens a� er Brexit, 
there is decent money to be made in 
the hotels industry.’

which has now been removed. � e 
company was responding to Bruce 
Crawford MSP, who was contacted 
by concerned constituents.

Kinloch Castle Friends’ Association 
has launched a crowdfunding appeal 
to help pay for ongoing costs.

� e campaign, which was set to go 
live this week, is promised to have 
‘excellent rewards to tempt people’.

To � nd out more, visit 
w w w . c r o w d f u n d e r . c o . u k /
save-Kinloch-castle-isle-of-rum

A Western Isles MSP has hit out at 
‘unjusti� able’ delivery surcharges 
islanders have to face.

Na h-Eileanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan criticised the charges a� er 
research showed consumers in his 
constituent continue to pay over the 
odds.

� e Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (SPICe) has esti-
mated that consumers in the Western 
Isles paid £2.66 million in delivery 
surcharges over the course of 2018. 
� is is a near � ve per cent increase 
from 2017 where SPICe estimated the 
cost of delivery surcharges as £2.54 
million.

Dr Allan said: ‘Islanders rely on 
being able to purchase items online 
that we cannot easily pick up locally.

‘However, the Western Isles con-
tinues to be one of the worst places 
a� ected by retailers setting arbitrary 
and unjusti� able delivery surcharges.’

In response to the issue, the Scottish 
Government has launched an action 
plan to tackle the charges.

� is includes developing a fair de-
livery charges map where consumers 
will be able to compare and track 
delivery costs.

A crowdsourcing website where 
customer experiences of unfair 
deliveries can be shared will also be 
developed.

A number of free de� brillator train-
ing sessions will be taking place in 

Women’s Aid lands cash windfall

Pictured from left to right are Mrs M Mackenzie (RME Department), Lorna Nicol (Western Isles Women’s 
Aid), Mary Watt (manager of Western Isles Women’s Aid), Abby-Jo Morrison, Mary Jane Morrison, Scott 
Maclennan, Lee MacLean, John MacRae and Dr F Murray (rector). 
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CRIANLARICH
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LOCHEARNHEAD

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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Send us your district news by emailing: 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000

Punish the vandals
We report this week on the disgusting 
behaviour of vandals who smashed a 
memorial bench on the Esplanade during the 
New Year celebrations.

What a shocking thing to do.
David Hobbs had the bench installed as a 

tribute to his late wife, Amnuai. Mr Hobbs 
told us she would want him to forgive those 
who perpetrated such a heartless act.

I have to confess that I am much less 
inclined to take that point of view.

� ese people behaved appallingly and 
deserve to be punished. What they did was 
not only the cause of much upset and scandal, 
it was also a criminal act.

We are told the police in Oban are studying 
CCTV footage in an attempt to identify the 
culprits. I wish them well and would urge 
anyone who has any information to pass it on 
to the authorities. I hope these vandals are 
jailed.

And I give credit to Gael Force Fusion, who 
repaired it for free. 

Town trash
Rubbish! It is a perennial problem, it seems.

I’ve lost count of the number of people 
who have approached me in recent weeks to 
complain about the amount of litter blighting 
Oban town centre.

Now, I’ll be the � rst to make allowances 
for the holiday period and the fact that our 
sterling council sta�  charged with clearing up 
behind us are entitled to their time o� .

However, it is now more than two weeks 
since we all went back to work and the town is 
still awash with rubbish.

What’s more, I have been used to seeing 
the cleansing sta�  most mornings as I walk 
through the town on my way to work but I 
have not seen anyone operating the mechani-
cal road sweeper or manually picking up litter 
for weeks now.

What is happening? Has Argyll and Bute 
Council su� ered a loss of sta�  or have the 
workers been reassigned to other duties?

It might not be the tourist season but Oban 
is looking a mess and the residents deserve 
better.

What do you think?
Write to me at mlaing@obantimes.co.uk or 
� e Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 
4HB, or call 01631 568021.

MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

At random

� ere must have been few babies born sooner a� er the bells 
in Scotland than a wee Inveraray bundle of joy born early on 
New Year’s Day.

Big brothers Evan and Calum have a new wee sister, and 
they clearly dote on her.

Nia Annie-Rose Robertson was the � rst arrival of 2019 at 
Paisley’s Royal Alexandra Hospital, born at 1.10am on New 
Year’s Day.

Born three weeks early a� er what mum Kirstin describes as 
a ‘tricky’ pregnancy, Nia weighed in at 6lb 15oz at birth, with 
both mum and baby doing well.

Kirstin and her � re� ghter husband Derek, from Inveraray, 
are delighted with their new arrival. Nia’s big brothers Evan, 
eight, and Calum, four, are excited at the new addition to the 
family. Evan said, succinctly: ‘She’s really nice and cute.’

Kirstin explained the origins of her new daughter’s name. 
‘Nia has Welsh and Irish origins and means brightness. It 
comes from a Welsh version of the fairly tale Tir n an Og ‘land 
of youth’.’

She continued: ‘Nia also has the name Annie a� er her late 
great-grandmother Annie MacIver.’

A planning manager for the NHS, Kirstin said: ‘It is a per-
fect way to start the new year. Derek and I are very grateful to 
the Mid Argyll midwives especially Karen McAlpine, as well 
as Dr Murphy and everyone at the RAH.

‘� ey’ve all been so good to us.’

A tourist information centre in 
Lochboisdale will reopen as Uist 
Gi� s and Info this year.

� e gi�  shop will open in April 
2019 following the closure of the 
VisitScotland service in 2017.

Stòras Uibhist secured the nec-
essary £25,175 funding from the 
Scottish Land Fund to purchase 
the building on behalf of the 
community.

To date, Uist Gi� s and Info has 
been operating an online shop and 
this opportunity will enable them to 
expand their range of gi� s and ser-

vices, and establish a much-needed 
facility in Lochboisdale village.

Donnie Steele of Uist Gi� s and 
Info said: ‘[We] aim to bring a 
new look to the former tourist 
o�  ce at Lochboisdale. We will 
sell souvenirs, gi� s and clothing 
from the Isles, provide tourist 
info services along similar lines to 
our online sites, SouthUist.com, 
Isleofsouthuist and online shop 
uistgi� s.

‘We will work with local artisans 
and businesses to provide services 
and local gi� s online and in the shop.’

New Year bundle of joy 
Nia with mum Kirstin, dad Derek and brothers Calum, 
left, and Evan. 06_a02NewYearBaby_Robertson02

Tourist centre opens on South Uist
A tourist information centre in South Uist will reopen in April.

Anne Gracie Gunn, her daughter Jennifer who is general manager of 
Sonas Hotels, and Duisdale House Hotel manager Morag Macdonald. 

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban,  Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

MacQueen Bros Ltd
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Applications sought 
for rural grant funds
The Prince’s Countryside Fund is open 
for grant applications until February 21.

The fund gives out grants twice a year, 
and projects in rural areas across the UK 
can apply for funding of up to £50,000 
in the spring round of funding.

Set up in 2010 by the Prince of 
Wales, the charity aims to improve the 
prospects for rural communities and 
farm businesses. Every year the fund 
gives out more than £1 million and can 
support projects for up to three years.

The fund aims to support projects that 
achieve the following.

� Sustaining rural communities:
Projects that deliver sustainable rural 

assets, businesses and services that 
keep isolated communities together 
and develop a more sustainable rural 
economy, or provide advice and new 
skills and business training that bene� t 
the local economy.

� Improving the prospects of viability 
for farm and rural businesses:

Projects that focus on developing 
stronger, more sustainable farm 
businesses and other rural enterprises 
with the aim of halting the decline of 
the rural economy, or that encourage 
local food production and short 
supply chains, that facilitate knowledge 
transfer such as farmer networks, or that 
provide new skills and training for rural 
and agricultural bene� t.

� Supporting aid delivery in emergen-
cy and building resilience:

Projects that support farm businesses, 
rural businesses and communities 
to plan for and recover from natural 
disasters such as � ooding or animal 
disease and build resilience.

Claire Saunders, director of the fund 
said: ‘The 550 projects put forward 
to our Recharging Rural research last 
summer demonstrated the extraordi-
nary breadth of ideas that communities 
use to build their resilience, many of 
which are grant can support.’

To � nd out more and apply, visit 
www.princescountrysidefund. org.uk/
grants

Mountaineers have challenged � e Highland 
Council on its stewardship of one of Scotland’s 
most scenic and iconic glens.

Glen Etive is a National Scenic Area, and a 
Wild Land Area, famously featuring in a James 
Bond movie  and loved by thousands of Scots 
and visitors to the country.

But, according to  Mountaineering Scotland, 
it currently faces the prospect of no fewer than 
seven hydro power construction schemes, 
each of which involves new road construction, 
bridge-building, trench digging, cement-pour-
ing and power cabling, for a relatively low 
power output.

Stuart Younie, chief executive of 
Mountaineering Scotland, said: ‘We are 
challenging � e  Highland Council on its 
stewardship of Glen Etive and call for the plan-
ning department to defend this much-loved 
landscape.’

Mr Younie stressed that it was essential to 
look at the whole picture of development in the 
glen  rather than treating each application in 
isolation.

Davie Black, access and conservation o�  cer 
for Mountaineering Scotland said that the 
big picture in Glen Etive would include a new 
three-wire overhead grid connection o� ered by 
SSE to the developer.

He said: ‘� is is ironic as SSE has recently been 
claiming green credentials by proposing to un-
derground powerlines in the Nethy Bridge/Boat 
of Garten area. If it can be done there, then the 
criteria apply equally here in a National Scenic 
Area with its qualities of wild land.’

Mr Younie added: ‘Wild land is fragile and 
requires understanding of what can damage 
its  qualities for generations to come, and it 
needs a commitment to protect those qualities. 
� e Highland Council is now holding this 
future in its hands and we urge the council to 
take the steps needed to look a� er it.’

He said � gures show that small-scale hydro-
power proposals have a 91 per cent success rate 
with Highland Council planners.

Mr Younie added: ‘� is is despite the increas-
ing complaints of poorly constructed and re-

Council is challenged 
over iconic Glen Etive

Glen Etive is threatened by development. Photograph: by Tim Parkin (onlandscape.co.uk)

stored access tracks, intake weir pipework and 
bare concrete facings. We have already written 
to � e Highland Council planning department 
voicing our concerns about the legacy of intru-
sive tracks, and their reply con� rmed they do 
not have the resources available to monitor 
every development, and instead rely on local 
people  and other organisations to alert them 
to any alleged breaches of planning conditions.

‘If developments are to be given permission 
in such sensitive areas that permission should 
only be  given where proper monitoring and 
safeguards are in place.

‘If either � e Highland Council or the 
Scottish Government want to be taken at all 
seriously as  stewards of some of Scotland’s 
most iconic scenery, they must raise their 
game.’

Mountaineering Scotland said it supports 
the Scottish Government’s drive to increase 

the capacity for producing energy from re-
newable sources, but does not believe it has to 
be at the cost of the landscape, which makes a 
huge contribution to our economy as well as to 
health and wellbeing.

Mr Black added: ‘Small-scale hydropower 
schemes should be relatively benign forms 
of renewable  energy generation, but do not 
come free from environmental costs. If not 
carefully designed, the construction footprint 
and visual legacy in areas of natural beauty 
and wildness can greatly outweigh the power 
generation produced by each scheme.

‘Two of the schemes were withdrawn due to 
concerns over their impacts, but have been re-
cently resubmitted with modi� cations. Do the 
schemes that lie in the Wild Land Area really 
need a new track to just clean the intake weir? 
It should be simple enough to walk in from the 
existing track.’
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Send us your outdoor news by emailing 
editor@obantimes.co.uk or call 01631 568000 � is week’s walks

LOCHABER AND LORN  
RAMBLERS
The walk leader is to be contacted 
beforehand for meet-up and start 
times. Car sharing usually possible 
and people can try before they 
buy. Further information at www.
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk. 
Lochaber and Lorn Ramblers Group 
can be contacted by email on info@
lochaberandlorn-ramblers.org.uk 
Saturday January 19: 
Ben Vane, Loch Lomond 
This is an interesting Munro with an 
easy walk in but followed by a steep 
climb and some rocky steps. There are 
� ne views across to Ben Vorlich and 
the Arrochar hills.

Start at the large CP on the E side 
of the A82 at NN323098, close to the 
Inveruglas power station.

Take the path by the roadside SSW 
and turn W just before Inveruglas 
Water. Pass under the railway bridge 
and follow the track to a junction 
at NN298096. Trend SW for 500m 
and then take a path at NN295094 
which, at � rst indistinct, leads to 
a well-de� ned and eroded path 
generally NW to the summit of Ben 
Vane. Care will be needed with a few 
rocky steps. There is an interesting 
cave formed by a large overhanging 
rock at NN286095 which would a� ord 
some shelter in bad weather. 

Return from the summit by the 
same route to the CP.

Grade: S; distance: 15km; height to 
climb: 970m; map(s): LR56, EX364, 
OL39. Meet at Glencoe village car park 
at 8.30am, for start of walk at 9.45am. 
Leader: Nigel Clark 07555 812970.
Thursday January 24: 
Ben Laga and Meall nan Each,
Loch Sunart
Two small craggy hills, surrounded by 
delightful lochans, with great views 
over Loch Sunart. 

Start at the CP on the B8007 at 
NM650606. Cross the road and head 
N up through a short section of 
woodland on to the open hillside. 
Continue N following the broad ridge, 
rocky in places, to the summit of Ben 
Laga 512m. Descend NW to visit the 
largest lochan, then E to the four 
smaller ones. 

Descend NW to the head of Loch 
Laga. Cross the two burns feeding 
into the loch, cross a track near a 
junction, then head NW uphill on the 
right side of the second burn and 

continue to the summit of Meall nan 
Each, 490m. Turn back S, over Leac 
an Fhidhleir, then down an illde� ned 
and undulating ridge to reach Lochan 
a’Chrom-leathaid. A new fence 
has been erected here enclosing 
land which has been planted with 
native trees. Pass through the gate at 
NM628623 and continue S over Leac 
an Tuairneir and down its undulating 
S ridge to the fence at NM627611.

Turn E and descend the � ank on a 
rough track to exit the planted area at 
a gate, and continue to the B8007 at 
the settlement of Laga. Head E on the 
road back to the start.

Grade: M+; distance: 12km; height 
to climb: 763m; map(s): LR40, EX390. 
Meet at Corran Ferry slip for 8.45am 
sailing, for start of walk at 10am. 
Leader:  Sally Cameron 07810 464994 
or 01631 740391.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Full walk details at www.nevis 
hillwalking.club. If anyone would like 
to go out on the walk please contact 
club secretary Suzanne Theobald on 
01397 701783 or email enquiries@
nevishillwalking.club.
Sunday January 20: 
Creach Bheinn, Loch Creran
A useful hilltrack gives easy access to 
this hill, a � ne viewpoint above Loch 
Creran. The return route down the E 
ridge leads into a remote coire. 

Start on the minor road just N 
of Druimavuic, NN009451, where 
parking is available. Take the track 
through the woods past Druimavuic 
House to the open hillside. The track 
now continues uphill, following the 
line of the Allt Buidhe and eventually 
reaches the bealach at the head of 
Coire Buidhe. 

Turn SW, and continue over Creag 
na Cathaig, 662m. Climb steeply 
up to a summit at 804m. The main 
summit of Creag Bheinn lies about 
1km to the SW. Head SSE for 430m to 
a tiny ring contour on a small summit 
at NN025418. Turn E and descend 
a steep ridge, curving NE to about 
600m altitude. Turn N into the coire 
and contour around it to reach the col 
SW of Creag na Cathaig, NN035432. 
Head N down into Coire Buidhe, cross 
the Allt Buidhe where convenient and 
regain the track back to Druimavuic.

13km, 850m ascent; both Corbetts 
14km, 1220 ascent. Suggested and 
coordinated by John Burton.

High-altitude forest aims to save rare trees
A new high-altitude forest of 
10,000 rare mountain trees sup-
porting wildlife, including golden 
eagles and mountain hares, is to be 
planted near Loch Ness by Trees 
for Life next spring.

� e waist-high trees form a 
unique and important wild-
life-rich habitat called montane 
scrub. � is should be common 
between woodlands and open 
hilltops but has now almost disap-
peared from Scotland, largely due 
to grazing pressure from sheep 
and high deer numbers.

� e project involves collecting 
seeds from trees such as dwarf 
birch and downy willow on precip-
itous mountain ledges and rocky 
crags, sometimes with the help of 
quali� ed climbers.

Planting the woodland itself will 
be challenging because the location 
– at Beinn Bhan on the charity’s 
Dundreggan Conservation Estate 
in Glenmoriston –  lies at more 
than 500 metres above sea level.

But the site is perfect for the 
tough small trees – known as 
‘montane’ species because they can 
grow near mountain summits  – 
despite high winds and dramatic 
temperature changes.

‘� is exciting initiative will 
address the sad loss of these special 
wee trees, which form a vital but 
vanishing part of Scotland’s wood-
lands, while creating a home for 
golden eagle, black and red grouse, 
ring ouzel and mountain hare. We’re 
urging members of the public to 
support this project and help make 
it happen,’ said Steve Micklewright, 
Trees for Life’s chief executive.

Trees for Life has launched 
a fundraising appeal to raise 
£20,000 to help create the new 
upland forest.

As well as asking for help from 
the public, Trees for Life has 
been awarded a grant by Forestry 
Commission Scotland in support 
of the new forest.

Doug Gilbert, Trees for Life’s op-

erations manager at Dundreggan, 
said: ‘We’ve made maximum use of 
the forestry grant aid, but to create 
a bigger, richer forest environment 
we need the public’s support.’

� e conservation charity has 
already begun growing tree seeds 
it has collected from Glen A� ric 
but to boost genetic diversity for 
stronger trees that are resistant to 
disease, it needs to do more. Expert 
climbers have to brave di�  cult ter-
rain and rocky outcrops to collect 
cuttings from the rare species.

Trees for Life’s volunteers will 
begin planting the new wood-
land at Beinn Bhan – the White 
Mountain – this spring.

Donations to Trees for Life’s 
Beinn Bhan forest appeal will en-
able the charity to collect seed and 
cuttings from the rare montane 
trees, and then grow these species 
in its tree nursery at Dundreggan 
for planting in the new woodland. 

Go to www.treesforlife.org.uk/
appeal or call 01309 691292.

Golden eagles will be among the species to bene� t from the new high altitude forest.

MONEY FOR 
YOUR CLOTHES

Weighed and paid at your front door
Clothes in good condition, no stains, no rags, 

no underwear, no wet clothes, 
and good quality shoes and bedding.

All areas covered.

Tel 07950452395

Weighed and paid at your front door

Why donate when you can be paid?
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Stramash Outdoor Nursery
Stramash outdoor nursery offers high quality 
care and learning environments via its out-
door nurseries and schools programmes in 
Oban, Fort William, Elgin and Inverness.

Experienced practitioners provide nurturing 
environments which inspire children to 
become resilient, empathetic and achieve in 
harmony with the natural world, seasons and 
climate. Stewardship of nature and learning 
through self-directed play are at the heart of 
life in the Stramash community.

Fort William: with Ben Nevis and Inverlochy 
Castle providing the backdrop to this 
inspiring and engaging play space, children 
enjoy acres of grassy fields and woods to 
explore. Cosy spaces are provided by ‘The 
Castles’ – hand-built wooden buildings at the 
heart of the site.

Oban: truly the finest views of any outdoor 
nursery, Ganavan's clifftop location, wood-
land and lower fields offer Oban nursery 
children the childhood we all dreamed of, 
with ‘The Cabins’ providing comfort and a 
nurturing space to be.

Starting out on life’s 
big adventure!
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A place to learn, play and imagine
1st Steps Nursery is a safe, 
happy, caring and stimulating 
environment, where all the 
staff want the best for the 
children and parents.

It has been described as a 
‘little paradise’ where every 
detail has been thought about 
to make sure every child 
has the best possible start 
in life. In our loving, caring 
environment, our children are 
listened to, respected and 
valued.

At 1st Steps we believe 
that the chance to learn 
is all around us and every 
child should grow in their 
own unique way, exploring 
their own abilities without 
limitations and that is why our 
indoor and outdoor learning 
environments are specially 
designed to inspire.

In the established mature garden children can play, be active and grow their own plants, 
fruit and vegetables. Children are then able to prepare some of their own produce and 
taste it.

1st Steps Nursery is committed to providing nutritious healthy meals for children in a 
setting that allows them to share meal times together, including breakfast, lunch and tea 
daily.

Oban’s 1st Steps Day NurseryThis is the time of year when 
all across the Scotland our wee 
ones are getting ready to go into 
nursery and take that first big 
step on the path of learning.

Telephone – 01397709720
Email – bsgla@highland.gov.uk   Website – www.bsgla.co.uk

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Have you ever considered the benefits of 
your child learning two languages?  

Pàrant is Pàiste 
Mother and Toddlers Group
Meet every Wednesday at BSGLA - 1pm
Contact Angela Mack -  
07952572214

Cròileagan Grianach
2 year old playgroup
Open every morning from 
9.30am until 11.30am. 
Contact Angela Mack - 07952572214

Interested in finding out more about the Gaelic Medium Journey? 
Latha Fosglaidh airson Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig

Open Afternoon for Gaelic Medium Education in Lochaber
Saturday 19th January 2019

1pm to 3pm
P1 Enrolment Week – 

w/c 28th January 2019
Nursery Enrolment Week – 

w/c 25th February 2019
Bidh fàilte bhlàth romhaibh uile/A warm welcome awaits.

Early learning and childcare – 
the title now given to nursery – is 
now enrolling and the dates can 
vary within all different council 
areas, so don’t get caught out!

Children born between March 
1, 2016, and February 28, 2017, 
are entitled to a funded early 
learning and childcare place 
with starts from August 2019.

In Argyll and Bute, enrolment 
is during the week beginning 
March 4; for Highland Council, 
enrolment is week February 
28-March 1; and in the Western 
Isles it is the week starting 

January 28 but in Western Isles 
there are a couple of exceptions, 
so please check the council 
website for more details. 

Full details are available on 
all council websites, including 
forms to download.

Early learning and childcare is 
free to parents and is funded via 
the Scottish Government.

Children three to four years old 
can get up to 600 hours of funded 
early learning and childcare a 
year; around 16 hours a week in 
term time.
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YOUR GUIDE  TO WHAT’S ON IN ARGYLL AND LOCHABER

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &

Curtain up on 
Taynuilt panto
A� er months of rehears-
als, the curtain rises on 
Taynuilt’s pantomime tonight 
(� ursday January 17).

� ere Was An Old Woman 
opens at Taynuilt Village Hall 
tonight at 7.30pm with fur-
ther performances tomorrow 
(Friday) at 7.30pm and on 
Saturday at 1.30pm.

Stage manager Carol 
� omson said: ‘We have got 
singers, fabulous musicians 
and a lovely set. We are 
blessed with a lot of talent in 
the village. It is all down to 

the actors now. It has a good 
mixed cast of adults and chil-
dren, which is great, and we 
have everything a pantomime 
has. We have baddies, we have 
comedy, everything.’

� e panto, directed by 
Vivienne Price, has been 
organised by Taynuilt and 
District Dramatic Society.

Gary and Finlay Brown 
are the pantomime dames. 
Also included in the cast are 
Angela McDougall, Aisling 
Duncan, Lucinda Gray, Tim

Continued on page 32.Panto time in Taynuilt.

OBAN 
Glencruitten Church Hall,
Glencruitten Road
Thursday 9.15am - 11.15am 
or 5pm - 7pm
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

FORT WILLIAM 
Starts Thursday 24th January
Salvation Army Hall
16 Belford Road,
Fort William
Tel: Gillian 07796 040 803

LOCHGILPHEAD
Lochgilphead 
Baptist Church
Union Street/ Argyll Street
Thursday 5.30pm - 8pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

CAMPBELTOWN 
Masonic Recreational 
Lodge, St John Street
Tuesdays 1pm, 
5.30pm & 7.30pm
Tel: Rhona 07880 878 906

Serving up � rst 
class support – in 
and out of group
Our generous eating plan makes slimming 
easier than you ever thought possible!

Instead of telling you what you can and can’t 
eat, Food Optimising puts you in control. 
You don’t need to worry about weighing all 
your food, counting points or monitoring 
every mouthful. 

Join your nearest warm and friendly group 
today! 
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Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 167

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 January 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Winter is upon us, and what 
better way to start your day than 
the traditional Scottish way - with 
a hearty bowl of porridge. 

Oats can benefi t your health in 
lots of ways, which is why health 
professionals recommend eating 
them as part of a healthy diet. 

Porridge producer Hamlyns of 
Scotland proudly boast that their 
porridge oats and oatmeal are 
guaranteed to be 100% Scottish. 
For such a quintessential Scottish 
product that’s important.

The fi rst Hamlyns Oatmeal 
was produced at the Fraserburgh 
Watermill in 1965. Today, their mill 
in Boyndie, Banffshire, is one of the 
most modern in Western Europe. 

Scottish Field has teamed up 
with Hamlyns of Scotland, to give 
readers the opportunity to win one 
of three Perfect Porridge packs. Each 
prize contains two exclusive china 
bowls and mugs, an apron and a tea 
towel, designed by Gillian Kyle, along 
with a hand-carved wooden spurtle 
and a range of Hamlyns products.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where is Hamlyns of Scotland’s based?

WIN 
ONE OF THREE HAMLYNS OF SCOTLAND PERFECT PORRIDGE PACKS
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Scottish Field have teamed up with the Nick Nairn 
Cook School to offer two lucky readers the chance to 
win a ‘Just You & Nick’ one day cooking experience 
at the school at Port of Menteith. Winners will receive 
a telephone consultation with Nick to help design a 
bespoke menu. They will have the school and Nick to 
themselves for the entire day. Nick will teach them how 
to cook their menu and join them to eat and drink. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: Where is the Nick 

Nairn Cook School?

WIN 
A COOKING EXPERIENCE WITH NICK NAIRN 

Prize must be taken in 2019. Transport is not included. Any 
additional costs are not covered by the prize. 

Relax in one of eight luxury suites before heading to 
the restaurant for a beautifully crafted six course tasting 
menu. Let us serve you breakfast the next morning 
before you enjoy a day in the Kingdom. The Peat Inn, 
by St Andrews, is a 5-star restaurant with rooms and 
Michelin Star Chef Proprietor, Geoffrey Smeddle, uses 
the fi nest Scottish ingredients to create delicious and 
contemporary cuisine. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: How many suites does 

The Peat Inn have?

WIN 
AN EPICUREAN INDULGENCE AT THE PEAT 

INN FOR TWO PEOPLE (WORTH £355)

Valid Tues – Thurs, subject to availability, based on 2 people sharing 
a room. Drinks not included. Must be taken by 31 May 2019.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

NB: The competition closes on 18 January 2019. 
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, 
telephone number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 
496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottish�eld.co.uk.  
Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 January 2019.  
Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize to win a bottle of  
Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve Whisky.
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WIN 
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

NB: The competition closes on 18 January 2019. 
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Swan Song is the new single 
from award-winning mu-
sician  Gary Innes, and is 
released digitally tomorrow 
(Friday January 18).

Featuring vocals by Karen 
Matheson, of Capercaillie, 
the new single is an ode to a 
number of Gary’s friends who 
have died.

Gary said: ‘I had the privi-
lege of getting to spend time 
with some very close friends 
towards the end of their lives 
and during these times we 
spoke at great length about 
the passing of time and how 
they were struggling with the 
thought of being taken before 
they were ready to go.

‘�ey asked me to play their 
swan song for them at their 
respective funerals and this is 
where the idea for this single 
came from. It’s incredibly 
close to my heart and having 
Karen’s vocals on it has really 
given it the depth I was look-
ing for.

‘It was an honour to 
know and learn from these 
individuals and I hope I did 
their swan song the justice it 
deserves.’

Swan Song is a preview to 
Gary’s upcoming album, 
Imminent, which will be 

o�cially released on Friday 
February 15. An album 
packed full of self-penned 
tunes and songs, Imminent is 
a follow-up to Gary’s 2017 
album ERA that was released 
to critical acclaim, with Tim 
Carroll writing: ‘Era is more 

than one man’s re�ection, 
it’s a view into the world of a 
master at work.’

A preview performance 
of  Imminent  will also take 
place at Celtic Connections 
on Saturday, January 19.

Swan Song fea-
tures  Karen  Matheson  (vo-
cals),  Gary Innes  (ac-
cordion),  Ali 
Hutton  (guitar),  Angus 
Lyon  (piano),  Ewen 
Henderson  (�ddle), Steve 
Byrnes (bouzouki) and James 
Lindsay (double bass).

Gary was born in Spean 
Bridge and is a founding 
members of award-winning 
trad group Mànran. He is 
also the presenter of BBC 
Radio Scotland’s longest 
running music programme, 
Take the Floor.

Visit www.garyinnes.com

Gary Innes single 
on digital release

Gary's new single Swan 
Song will be released 
digitally tomorrow.

Traditional storyteller Jess 
Smith returns to Benderloch 
on Saturday, January 19, 
at the �rst of Bookends' 
2019 pop-up events in �e 
Victory Hall.

Jess, who grew up as part of 
a travelling family, was one 
of Bookends featured au-
thors from the 2018 festival 
and will be back at the hall 
from 7-9pm for a showing of 
award-winning �lm A Sense 
of Identity, and to tell a few 
more of her tales and sing 
more songs. Entry is free.

Other pop-up dates for 
2019 so far include  Tuesday 
February 12, Monday March 

18 and Wednesday  April 17.

Oban's Rock�eld Centre has 
two workshops on o�er this 
Saturday, January 19.

�e �rst is from 10am to 
noon and teaches Japanese-
style stab-stitch bookbinding 
showing how to make beauti-
ful notebooks. �e workshop 
is suitable for 16s and over, 
no experience necessary. �e 
cost is £18.

�ere will be more book-
binding techniques in a 
second workshop all about 
making a junk journal, from 
2-4pm. �e cost is again 
£18. Anyone taking part can 
bring along old Christmas, 
birthday or anniversary cards 
to use.

To book visit therock�eld-
centre.org.uk

Rock up to bookbinding 
workshops at weekend

Bookends welcomes return 
of storyteller Jess

Jess Smith will be in 
Benderloch on Saturday.
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� e � rst weekend of Celtic 
Connections is upon us and 
what a weekend it is shaping 
up to be.

Tonight, the curtains will 
open on the festival with a 
concert in the Royal Concert 
Hall called Syne of the Times 
which inaugurates 2019’s 
theme of passing tradition 
between generations. 

Sixty to 70 talented young 
musicians, selected from the 
45 Fèisean now held annually 
around Scotland, will take 
part in this concert along-
side established traditional 
musicians. 

Opening nights at Celtic 
Connections are usually 
spectacular, and this one 
looks to be no di� erent.

Friday night at 
Celtic Connections
� e following evening, there 
are a whole host of interesting 
events. 

I am greatly looking 
forward to the Tiree Music 
Festival’s 10th anniversary 
evening which I wrote about 
last week; but also sad to be 
missing a number of events 

on at the same time: namely 
the Marie Fielding Trio 
in concert in the National 
Piping Centre which begins 
at 7.30pm; Seinn Air a’ Phìob, 
a concert in the MacKintosh 
Church at 7.30pm presented 
by � e Big Music Society, 
featuring Margaret Stewart, 

Ingrid Henderson, Allan 
MacDonald, Mairi MacInnes 
and Ewen Henderson; 
Brìghde Chaimbeul in 
concert in St Andrews in 
the Square; and Hamish 
Napier’s � e Railway, with 
Claire Hastings in the Royal 
Concert Hall at 8pm.

Saturday night at 
Celtic Connections
With such a huge programme 
of fantastic events on 
throughout the festival, it is 
inevitable that unmissable 
concerts o� en end up on 

the same night. � is, in my 
opinion, has very much been 
the case this coming Saturday 
night where three much loved 
Highland performers are 
playing in di� erent venues on 
the same evening.

Allan Henderson has come 
up with a very interesting 
concept for his concert, � e 
Formative Playlist, wherein 
the house band act as a giant 
MP3 player set to ‘shu�  e’ and 
perform, at random, all of the 
music that inspired Allan in 
his formative years.

Music from the likes of 
Wolfstone, Runrig, Ossian, 
and the Waterboys will be 
performed by Breabach, Alec 
Dalglish from Skerryvore, 
Ross Wilson from Tide Lines, 
and James MacKintosh, as 
well as Allan himself, no 
doubt keeping the audience 
entertained with stories 
throughout. � is takes place 
in the Mitchell � eatre at 
7.30pm.

Meanwhile, down the road 
in the Drygate Brewery, Gary 
Innes will be launching his lat-
est album, Imminent, which I 
wrote about in this article last 
week. Special guests for the 
occassion are Kim Carnie, Ali 
Hutton, Steve Byrnes, Hamish 
Napier, Ewen Henderson, and 
Connal MacDonagh.

On the same night, at 
the same time, Kathleen 
MacInnes is also in concert in 
the Royal Concert Hall’s new 
auditorium alongside Amiina, 
the string section who play 
with Icelandic band Sigur 
Ros. I really have no idea what 
concert to attend that night!

And, to make the decision 
more di�  cult, Elephant 
Sessions and the Blue Rose 
Code are also in action 
in separate concerts that 
evening. A very typical Celtic 
Connections quandary!

More details of all Celtic 
Connections gig are available 
at www.celticconnections.
com

Allan Henderson plays 
music from his 'formative 
playlist' this Saturday in the 
Mitchell Theatre as part of 
Celtic Connections.
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Co-bhanntachd eadar MG ALBA agus am BBC | A partnership between BBC and MG ALBA

DIARDAOIN 17 AM FAOILLEACH 
THURSDAY 17 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  O Mo Dhùthaich (rpt) 
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)   
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News 
20.30  Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
21.00 Air à’ Chanàl (rpt)
21.55 Na Trads - Shooglenifty (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Slighean Sgoile an t-Saoghail 
23.15 ÙR | NEW: Belladrum Highlights 2018 
23.20 Dhan Uisge (Loch Coruisk) (rpt)
23.30 Mach a Seo (rpt)

DIHAOINE 18 AM FAOILLEACH
FRIDAY 18 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News 
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Fianais (rpt)
20.00 Ceòlraidh (rpt)
20.30 Puirt-adhair (rpt) 
21.00  ÙR | NEW: Steelmen
22.00 An Klondike (rpt) 
22.50 Dhan Uisge (Easdale) (rpt)
23.00 Doolin (rpt)
23.45 Pìobairean Bhòrnis (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 19 AM FAOILLEACH 
SATURDAY 19 JANUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
17.45 An Là – News  
18.00 As an Eilean (rpt)
19.35 Fianais (rpt)
20.05 Machair (rpt)
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt) 
21.00 Port S4 (rpt) 

22.00 Ceòlmhor @ Piping Live! (rpt)
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Nochd S2
23.00 Steelmen (rpt)
24.00 Niteworks: Obair Oidhche (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 20 AM 
FAOILLEACH 
SUNDAY 20 JANUARY
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
18.15 An Là – News
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review 
19.30 Alleluia (rpt) 
20.00 Bus Ghlaschu (rpt) 
20.30 Leugh Mi (rpt)
21.00 Scotstar: Teasairginn Eiginneach (rpt)
21.45 Sgeul Slàinte (rpt)
22.00 Port S4 (rpt)
23.00 An Klondike (rpt)
23.55 ÙR | NEW: Belladrum Highlights 2018 
(rpt)

DILUAIN 21 AM FAOILLEACH
MONDAY 21 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Eileanan Fraoich – Muile (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00  An Là – News
20.30 Puirt-adhair (rpt) 
21.00 Trusadh – Falt (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: TradFest 
22.30 Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach (rpt)
23.30 Nochd S2 (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 22 AM FAOILLEACH
TUESDAY 22 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00  O Mo Dhùthaich (rpt)
19.30  Speaking our Language (rpt) 
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)

20.00 An Là – News 
20.30 Vets: Gach Creutair Beò (rpt)
21.00 Scotstar: Teasairginn Eiginneach (rpt)
21.45 Sgeul Slàinte (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Mach à Seo 
22.30 Trusadh – Falt? (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia (rpt)

DICIADAIN 23 AM FAOILLEACH
WEDNESDAY 23 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming
19.00 Eileanan Fraoich – Muile (rpt) 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt) 
20.00 An Là – News  
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Leugh Mi 
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Farpaisean Chon-Chaorach 
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Scottish Premiership – 
Motherwell v Hibernian 

DIARDAOIN 24 AM FAOILLEACH
THURSDAY 24 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman Chloinne – Children’s 
programming 
19.00  O Mo Dhùthaich (rpt) 
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)   
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News 
20.30  Bus Ghlaschu (rpt)
21.00 Air a’ Chanàl (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Nochd S2 
22.30 Rita Hayworth (rpt) 
23.25 ÙR | NEW: Belladrum Highlights 2018 
23.30 Mach à Seo (rpt)

Continued from page 29.
Devaney, � omas 

Harden, Katie MacDonald, 
Iona Cameron, Oona 
MacLeod, Isla Ingham, 
Caitlin Mackay, Ruby 
McDougall, Anna Twigg, 
Eliza Inall, Isobel Cameron, 
Sorcha Bryden, and Caya 
Livingstone.

� ere is, of course, a 
lot to be done behind the 
scenes. Miriam Harden, Jo 
Landon and David Price are 
in charge of music, while 
Emma Grant and Sorley 
Inall are taking care of 
lighting.

Costumes were designed 

by Claire Brown and 
Florence Campbell-Gray, 
choreography is by Sophie 
Houston and Anna Twigg, 
and Mo Inall has the job of 
cast make-up.

Lynn Brand-Hardy helps 
with prompts, while  Julie 
Watson, David � omson 
and Anna Twigg created the 
set.

Props are in the hands of 
Alan Hoar and Johanna 
Gericke, while Ishbel Inall 
and Carol � omson are 
managing the stage.

And last, but not least, 
Kathleen Hannigan is in 
charge of front of house.

Curtain up on 
Taynuilt panto 

Scenes from Taynuilt and District Dramatic Society’s production of  There Was an Old Woman.

National Galleries of Scotland launches 
new � ve-year Gaelic language plan
� e National Galleries of 
Scotland (NGS) has launched 
an updated Gaelic Language 
Plan, covering the period 
2018-23. 

� e plan has been developed 
in line with the requirements 
of the Gaelic Language 
(Scotland) Act 2005. 

It supports delivery of the 
National Gaelic Language 
Plan 2018-23, which aims to 
promote a positive image of 
Gaelic and to increase the 
number of people learning 
and using the language. 

� e new NGS plan, which 
builds on the Galleries’ 
� rst Gaelic Language Plan, 
published in 2013, received 
formal approval from Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig last September.

National Galleries of 
Scotland is one of many 
Scottish public bodies with 
a Gaelic Language Plan, 

including National Museums 
Scotland, VisitScotland, 
Scottish Natural Heritage, as 
well as local authorities and 
universities.

� e plan published today 
sets out the Galleries’ contin-
ued commitment to promote 
and support the Gaelic 
language in the delivery of its 
functions and services. 

Key commitments include:
 Providing visitor informa-
tion in Gaelic.
 Continuing to host an 
annual week of workshops for 
Gaelic-medium schools.
 Translating relevant teach-
ing resources into Gaelic.
 Including Gaelic events in 
its Families Programme.

 Developing a programme 
of online Gaelic features and 
content on its website.

Sir John Leighton, direc-
tor-general of the National 
Galleries of Scotland, said:  
‘� e National Galleries of 
Scotland is pleased to launch 
our Gaelic Language Plan 
today.  

‘In this plan for 2018-23, we 
are building on the progress 
made under our � rst plan, 
and looking for new oppor-
tunities to promote and use 
Gaelic in the context of our 
work and our vision of Art 
for Scotland: Inspiration for 
the World.’

National Galleries of 
Scotland’s Gaelic Language 
Plan can be viewed online at 
nationalgalleries.org/about-
us/plans-policies. Hard cop-
ies are available on request by 
phoning 0131 624 6473.

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
If you would like to advertise in the Oban Times  

Community Noticeboard please call 01631 568000

An Comunn Gàidhealach – 
Meur Chruachain

TAYNUILT WINTER 
CEILIDH

 Laura Robertson
 Sileas Sinclair & Donald MacLean
Kieran MacInnes (2018 Mod Trad 

Gold Medallist)
 Plus Full Supporting Programme

Taynuilt Village Hall
Saturday 19th January

7.30pm
Supper and Ra�  e

Adults - £4 - Children £2
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WHAT’S ON IN OBAN
THURSDAY 17TH JANUARY  
Oban Health Walk
Oban Congregational Church Hall
10am - 11.30am
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
FREE JUKEBOX EVERY THURSDAY
FRIDAY 18TH JANUARY 
Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall
All Day
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Danny Mooney. Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 

SATURDAY 19TH JANUARY  
Oban Dance Academy 
- Cheerleading
Glencruitten Church Hall. All Day
parkrun
Ganavan Sands, Oban
9.30am
Taynuilt Winter Ceilidh
Taynuilt Village Hall. 7.30pm 
Let's Make a Scene 
The Rock�eld Centre
8.00pm - 10.00pm 
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
Calum MacPhail Band 
Open till 2am
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
The Lorne Bar Oban 
From 9pm. Free Entry 

SUNDAY 20TH JANUARY
Lightbulb Session
The Rock�eld Centre 
2.00pm - 4.00pm
Live Music & Entertainment @ 
Markie Dans
QUIZ NIGHT at 9.30pm
£1 per person, max of 6 per team
Win £20 bar voucher 
MONDAY 21ST JANUARY 
Slimming World
Union Street/Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Rhona 07880 878906
WEDNESDAY 23RD JANUARY    
Slimming World
Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban
9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Tel; Gillian 07796 040803

In partnership with Oban Town Diary bid4oban.co.uk

Events may charge. Please visit www.obanwhatson.co.uk  
for more details. To list your event, please call  01631 568000

  

   

   

BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT

   

     

WHAT’S ON AT YOUR LOCAL CINEMA THIS WEEK
Tel: 01631 562905 or see 
www.obanphoenix.com for more details
FRIDAY 18
14:00/19:00 THE FAVOURTIE 15
16:15      MARY POPPINS RETURNS  U
16:45 HOLMES AND WATSON 12A 
15:00/20:45 FREE SOLO 12A

SATURDAY 19
11:30                  MARY POPPINS RETURNS  U
12:00 AQUAMAN 12A
14:15 THE GRINCH U 
14:30 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
17:45 HOLMES AND WATSON 12A
19:15     FREE SOLO 12A
19:45     THE FAVOURTIE 15
21:30 THE DAWN WALL 15

SUNDAY 20
12:15 AQUAMAN 12A
12:15 THE GRINCH U 
14:30 THE OLD MAN & THE GUN 12A
15:15                  MARY POPPINS RETURNS  U
16:30 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
18:00 HOLMES AND WATSON 12A
19:15     FREE SOLO 12A
20:00     THE FAVOURTIE 15

MONDAY 21
14:20/19:00     FREE SOLO 12A
16:15                  MARY POPPINS RETURNS  U
16:45 HOLMES AND WATSON 12A
19:00     THE FAVOURTIE 15

TUESDAY 22
14:00 BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 12A
16:15                  MARY POPPINS RETURNS  U
16:45 HOLMES AND WATSON 12A
19:00     FREE SOLO 12A
19:00     THE FAVOURTIE 15

WEDNESDAY 23
14:15     THE NUTCRACKER AND THE FOUR REALMS PG
16:15                  MARY POPPINS RETURNS  U
16:45 HOLMES AND WATSON 12A
19:00     FREE SOLO 12A
19:00     THE FAVOURTIE 15

THURSDAY 24
14:00/16:15      MARY POPPINS RETURNS  U
16:45  HOLMES AND WATSON 12A 
19:00      FREE SOLO 12A
19:00      THE FAVOURTIE 15

Scenes from Taynuilt and District Dramatic Society’s production of  There Was an Old Woman.

Unusual and 'fragile' sculpture of Susie 
Wol� on display at National Portrait Gallery
A crystal glass sculpture in 
homage to Oban-born Susie 
Wol� is on display at the 
National Portrait Gallery in 
Edinburgh.

Portrait of a Racing Driver 
by Aberdeen artist Angela 
Palmer is a recreation of one 
of the tailor-made racing 
helmets worn by Susie Wol� 
during her career in Formula 
1.

To create the piece, Palmer 
worked with a team of glass 
blowers in Stourbridge near 
Birmingham. 

�e result is a delicate 
object, the fragility of which 
reminds us of the vulnera-
bility and bravery of drivers 
like Susie, as they take ex-
traordinary risks in pursuit 
of ever-faster speeds. 

On meeting Susie Wol�, 
Palmer said: ‘Her goal was 
not to be the best female 

driver in the world, but to be 
the best driver in the world 
... Susie’s helmet played a 
signi�cant role in bestowing 
her equal status as a driver. 
Once her helmet was on, no 
one knew if she was male or 
female.’

Palmer had a distinguished 
career in journalism before 
studying at the Ruskin 
School of Drawing and Fine 
Art at Oxford University and 

the Royal College of Art in 
London from 2002-7. 

She developed her sculp-
tural technique while stud-
ying anatomy at the Ruskin 
School and has subsequently 
worked on many projects 
with scientists at the John 
Radcli�e Hospital in Oxford, 
Aberdeen University and 
University College London.

Palmer’s technique, in 
which digital information 
provided by medical scan-
ners is used to inspire a 
three-dimensional image, 
created from, engraved or 
drawn on glass, which re-
veals the inner architecture 
contained within an object.

S U B S C R I B E
www.obantimes.co.uk/subscriptions
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Mount Stuart Trust is to host 
a solo exhibition by Whitney 
McVeigh this spring as part of 
its expanded contemporary 
visual arts programme.

McVeigh reaches into the 
Bute Archive, traditionally 
the realm of a patriarchal 
narrative, and focuses on in-
timate traces of the history of 
women in the house, in par-
ticular Gwendolen Crichton 
Stuart, third Marchioness of 
Bute (1854-1932) and Augusta 
Crichton Stuart DBE, fourth 
Marchioness of Bute (1880-
1947). � e exhibition is an 
opportunity to bring the 
archive into the public space, 
an encounter that alludes to 
layers of time and celebrates 
our universality.

McVeigh’s practice is 
concerned with identity, 
memory and the collective 
unconscious.  She refers to the 
‘archaeology of memory’ as a 
central concept in her work, 

and the belief that energy, 
in accordance with particle 
physics, never dies. In this 
show she presents curated as-
semblages of archive material 
and objects, and (following 
on from her recent work 
Divine Rules at the Getty 

Villa in California) a selec-
tion of books from the 25,000 
publications in the Mount 
Stuart library, together with 
her own open letter and 
texts addressed to the public 
reader and inscribed on brass 
plaques placed throughout 

the house. A speech given 
by Augusta in 1934 to the 
North Bute Literary Society 
forms the basis for a sound 
installation, She Was Known 
to You, made in collaboration 
with actor Maureen Beattie. 
� e tone of the recording, 

in the manner of writing, is 
quiet and re� ective, and is 
sited in Augusta’s study. � e 
various works encapsulate 
McVeigh’s process – a trans-
formative dialogue between 
the context, the artist and the 
viewer – and her profound 
skills of observation.

Whitney McVeigh (b. 
1968, New York) lives and 
works in London where 
she is a Fellow in creative 
practice at University of the 
Arts, London. Recent solo 
exhibitions include Elegy to 
Nature at Eykyn Maclean, 
New York (2018), Language 
of Memory at Summerhall 
Arts, Edinburgh (2015-16) 
and Inventory: Invisible 
Companion at Kettle’s Yard, 
Cambridge (2015).

In 2019, McVeigh will 
guest-curate Documentum, 
co-founded by Stephen Shore, 
William Boling and Dawn 
Kim, a periodical archiving 
and examining the cultural 
ephemera of our time.

Group exhibitions include 
Plato in LA: Contemporary 
Artists’ Visions at the Getty 
Villa, Los Angeles (2018), and 
Glass Stress, White Light/
White Heat at the 55th Venice 
Biennale (2013). McVeigh 
presented the short � lm, 
Birth: Origins, at the end of 
life at the Royal Academy of 
Arts, London (2015). She was 
featured in BBC4 television 
documentary, Where is 
Modern Art Now (2009) 
alongside Michael Landy, 
Grayson Perry, Cornelia 
Parker and Sir Anthony Caro 
and in 2007 gave a short 
presentation of her work at 
Louise Bourgeois’ Salon in 
New York.

American artist focuses on 
Bute Archive for exhibition

The exhibition will bring 
the Bute Archive into the 
public space at Mount 
Stuart.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Tobermory   Thu 17 - Sat 19 Jan
Bunessan  Sun 20 - Mon 21 Jan
Tarbert Loch Fyne   Tue 22 - Wed 23 Jan
Lochgilphead  Thu 24 - Sat 26 Jan 

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash only, no cards. £7.50 Adults. £5.50 concs. 
Fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

Mary Poppins Returns (U) 130 mins
17/01 at 5pm, 19/01 at 2pm, 21/01 at 5pm, 22/01 at 5pm, 
24/01 at 5pm, 26/01 at 2pm
Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald (12A) 134 mins
17/01 at 8.30pm, 20/01 at 5pm, 23/01 at 5pm, 
25/01 at 8.30pm
Bohemian Rhapsody (12A) 134 mins
18/01 at 5pm, 19/01 at 8.30pm, 21/01 at 8.30pm, 23/01 at 
8.30pm, 24/01 at 8.30pm, 26/01 at 5pm
A Star is Born (15) 136 mins 
18/01 at 8.30pm, 22/01 at 8.30pm, 26/01 at 8.30pm
Films We Love: Nae Pasaran! (12A) 96 mins (£5/£3)
English and Spanish - subtitles throughout. BAFTA Scotland winning 
documentary about the Rolls Royce workers in East Kilbride who 
stood up to Chilean dictator, Pinochet. Before Nae Pasaran! we will 
screen a 10 minute short: Mining Poems or Odes.
19/01 at 5.30pm, 25/01 at 5.30pm
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Across

1 Debonair (6)

4 Misbehaves (4,2)

9 Derisive (7)

10 Unlikely to defect (5)

11 Parting word (5)

12 Worn under the collar (7)

13 Pet home (6,5)

18 American animal (7)

20 Dried coconut meat (5)

22 Affliliate (5)

23 Metallic element used in colouring glass 
(7)

24 Difficult (6)

25 Weightlifting maneuver (6)

Down

1 Relating to the posterior (6)

2 Japanese writing using Chinese - derived 
characters (5)

3 Give way to (7)

5 Infant's trouble (5)

6 Binding (7)

7 Young hen (6)

8 Model of the heavens (11)

14 Capability (7)

15 Take off restraints (7)

16 Find not guilty (6)

17 Comfort (6)

19 Check for fit (3-2)

21 Use colour (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

Across

1 Debonair (6)

4 Misbehaves (4,2)

9 Derisive (7)

10 Unlikely to defect (5)

11 Parting word (5)

12 Worn under the collar (7)

13 Pet home (6,5)

18 American animal (7)

20 Dried coconut meat (5)

22 Affliliate (5)

23 Metallic element used in colouring glass 
(7)

24 Difficult (6)

25 Weightlifting maneuver (6)

Down

1 Relating to the posterior (6)

2 Japanese writing using Chinese - derived 
characters (5)

3 Give way to (7)

5 Infant's trouble (5)

6 Binding (7)

7 Young hen (6)

8 Model of the heavens (11)

14 Capability (7)

15 Take off restraints (7)

16 Find not guilty (6)

17 Comfort (6)

19 Check for fit (3-2)

21 Use colour (5)
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LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Your local radio listings
Tune in to 103.3Fm or listen live at 
www.obanfm.com or on the TuneIn app. 
For requests, competitions or questions 
please call us on 01631 570057 or
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk
MONDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 9.00 Monday morning with Stephen, 
11.00 Ian Simmonds Monday Mix, 17.00 
Drivetime, 19.00 Rosie’s Highland � ing with 
Rosie MacColl, 20.00 John McLuckie’s show, 
21.00 David Cullen show, 23.00 Through the 
night with Clyde 2
TUESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 Breakfast 
show, 10.00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday morning, 
13.00 Macky on Fm, 17.00 Drivetime with 
Jim Lynch, 19.00 Highest praise with Stuart 
Chalmers, 20.00 Clyde 2 through the night 
with the Greatest Hits.
WEDNESDAY: 08.00 am on Fm, 08.10 breakfast 
show, 09.00 Sounds Scottish repeat, 10.00 The 
Comfort Zone with Lesley Blair Simmonds, 
1300 Doug Carmichael in the afternoon. 17.00 
Drivetime with Campbell Cameron, 19.00 
Country meets Rock & Roll with Len Ford & 
Kenny MacLachlan alternating. 
21.00 Gordon’s Grooves with Gordon 
Macintyre, 12.00 Midnight through the night 
with Clyde 2.
THURSDAY: 08.00 - 11.00 Breakfast with Andy 
and Sarah, 11.00 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 
15.00 Drivetime with Stephen McPhee, 19.00 

Christine’s collection, 21.00 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
22.00 Margo till midnight then Through the 
night with Clyde 2.
FRIDAY: 08.00 breakfast show with Laura, 
10.00 Teeny and Tiny aka Harry, Janet, and 
Anna, 17.00 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 18.45 
Sports View, 19.00 Country meets Country 
with Jackie Craig, 
21.00 Peter Rainnie 12.00 Midnight through 
the night with Clyde 2.
SATURDAY: 08.00 The Breakfast show with 
Stephen MacPhee.  10.00 Saturday Morning 
live with Linda Crosher, 13.00 Clyde2 Sports 
and the Greatest hits, 18.00 Sports view – 
Oban Fm Dream team, 
19.00 Sounds Scottish with Archie Darling, 
20.00 Dave Lewis, 22.00 Margo till Midnight 
then Through the night with Clyde 2 and the 
Greatest Hits.
SUNDAY:  09.00 Sunday Morning with Breege, 
11.00 Sunday brunch with Allan MacKechnie, 
13.00 Clyde 2 on a lazy Sunday afternoon with 
the Greatest Hits, 19.00 New Country show - 
David Entwistle, 21.00 Drum & Bass - Graham 
Scott, 23.00 Clyde 2 through the night with 
the Greatest Hits.

� e Scottish Nature Photography 
Awards celebrate nature, wildlife and 
landscape photography in Scotland 
through annual photography and video 
awards and other events.

� ese include an award that recognises 
the merits of photographic books and 
asks members of the public to choose 
their favourites.

� e � � h biennial Favourite Scottish 
Nature Photography Book vote is open 
until noon on � ursday January 31 
online at www. scottishnaturephotogra-
phyawards.com. 

� e 11 books shortlisted for the 2018 
award highlight di� erent aspects of 
Scottish nature and landscape with 
stunning photography. Each is a credit 
to the work of the photographers, with 
visual storytelling which is the culmina-
tion of their commitment and creativity. 
� e award is also an acknowledgement 
of the role of the publishers in helping to 
bring these works to fruition. Organiser 
Niall Irvine said: ‘� e online vote is a 
great way to show appreciation for these 
books, which o� er something to every-
one who loves Scottish nature and the art 
of photography.’

Courtesy of the publishers, everyone 
who takes part in the online vote will 
be entered into a free prize draw for one 
lucky winner to win the entire shortlist 
of books. � e result will be announced 
in February.

� e shortlisted books are:
Eilean: � e Photography of Margaret 

Fay Shaw. (Birlinn Limited)
Northwest by Alex Nail. (Alex Nail)
Photographing Scotland by Dougie 

Cunningham. (fotVUE Limited)
Scotland: A Rewilding Journey by 

Susan Wright, Peter Cairns and Nick 
Underdown. (SCOTLAND: � e Big 
Picture)

Skye – A Photographic Communion 
by Allan Wright. (Allan Wright 
Photographic)

St Kilda – � e Silent Islands by Alex 
Boyd. (Luath Press Ltd.)

� e Living Cairngorms by Anke Addy. 
(Anke Addy)

� e Red Squirrel: A Future in the 
Forest by Neil McIntyre and Polly Pullar. 

(SCOTLAND: � e Big Picture)
� e Secret Life of the Mountain Hare 

by Andy Howard. (Sandstone Press 
Limited.)

Tir a’ Mhurain by Paul Strand. (Birlinn 
Limited)

Wild Light – Scotland’s Mountain 
Landscape by Craig Aitchison. 
(Vertebrate Publishing)

Online vote celebrates nature photography

One of the great things about 
this time of year is the chance 
to see the amazing natural 
phenomena, the Northern 
Lights.

Wherever you are in 
Scotland, all you need is a 
clear night, a dark place to 
watch and a dose of good 
luck.

Jonathan Swale, who works 
on Shetland for Scottish 
Natural Heritage, is a keen 
watcher of the Northern 
Lights.

He said: ‘� e winter is the 
best time of year to see the 
Northern Lights and the 
best time is a couple of hours 
either side of midnight. 

'� is amazing spectacle is 
caused by charged particles 
from the sun colliding with 
gas particles in the earth’s at-
mosphere. � is produces the 
wonderful patterns of danc-
ing light we see in the sky. � e 
colour of the Northern Lights 
varies depending on the type 
of gas particles that are collid-

ing. � e top places to see these 
magical light shows are areas 
free from light pollution. You 
need absolutely clear skies 
with no clouds and your best 
bet is to stand somewhere 
where you have a view of the 
northern horizon.

‘Here are some suggestions: 
Galloway Forest Park; coast 

of Fife; Rannoch Moor; the 
Moray coast; the Cairngorms; 
the far north and north-west 
of Scotland, from Applecross 
to � urso; Lewis; Harris and 
the most northerly tip of 
Skye; Shetland; Orkney and 
Caithness.

‘Our national nature 
reserves are excellent places 

to start. Not only are they 
beautiful places to enjoy 
nature during the day, they 
are also a great for seeing the 
night sky as they are away 
from arti� cial lights.

‘Here in Shetland the 
perfect spot is Hermaness 
National Nature Reserve, 
the most northerly point of 
Britain. Over my years in 
Shetland, I’ve spent many 
hours gazing at the spectacu-
lar light displays.’

For a chance to win a 2019 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
calendar, send your best 
photograph of the Northern 
Lights this winter to our 
social media channels 
– Twitter, Facebook or 
Instagram – direct message 
or tag us @nature_scot. For 
aurora alerts and forecasts, 
try the AuroraWatch UK, 
Service Aurora Forecast or 
the Glendale app. To � nd 
a national nature reserve 
near you, go to the National 
Nature Reserve website.

The Northern Lights.

Some of the books that are shortlisted for the photography awards.

Spotting the Northern Lights
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TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm
E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name, address, postcode and phone number.

Around the markets
Lochboisdale – United Auctions 
held their annual early new 
year sale of all classes cattle and 
sheep at Lochboisdale Auction 
Mart on � ursday January 10. 
An increased entry of stock on 
the year was presented to the 
regular force of buyers forward 
from the Mainland. Bullocks sold 
to average 209 pence per kilo or 
£720 per head (+ 7 pence per kilo 
or + £47 per head) whilst Heifers 
levelled out at 184 pence per kilo 
or £589 per head (- 4 pence per 
kilo or + £19 per head).
Principal lots and prices. Top 
prices per head.
Bullocks.
AAx: £900 – 325 North Boisdale 
: £855(4) – 8 Milton : £830 – 325 
North Boisdale : £810(2) – 261 
Daliburgh : £800 – 8 Milton, 
261 Daliburgh and 301/324 
Kilphedar.
BSHx: £740 – 28 Eoligarry, Barra.
BAx: £795 – 2 Grimsay Island. 
LIMx: £865 – 1 Airidhmhuillin 
: £850 – 17 Torlum : £820(2) – 15 
Ormiclate.
SIMx: £980(2), £900, £850, £845 
and £835 – 136 Stilligarry.
Heifers.
AAx: £780 – 325 North Boisdale.
BRBx: £810 – 136 Stilligarry.
LIMx: £825 – 13 Eoligarry, Barra 
: £820 – 1 Howbeg : £805 – 103 
Carnan.
Top prices per kilo.
Bullocks.
AAx: 235p – 2 Askernish : 
231p(4) – 8 Milton.
BAx: 248p – 2 Grimsay Island.
LIMx: 263p(2) – Hillview : 255p 
– 8 Milton : 243p and 236p – 17 
Torlum : 232p – 18 West Gerinish 
: 231p(2) – 15 Ormiclate.
SIMx: 239p(3) and 232p – 136 
Stilligarry.
Heifers.
AAx: 212p – 8 Milton.

BAx: 228p – 2 Grimsay Island.
LIMx: 223p – 18 West Gerinish 
: 222p – 15 Ormiclate and 5 
Dunganachy.
Cast cows. £970 – 224 
Stoneybridge : £880 – 5 Milton : 
£850 – 324 North Boisdale.
Incalf cows. £880 – 224 
Stoneybridge : £860 – 136 
Stilligarry : £840 – 15 Ormiclate.
Sheep.
Hoggs: £49.50 – 29 Claddach : 
£49.00 – Croismorag.
Ewes: £42.50 – 8 Peninerine.
Cast rams: £57 – 122 Craigston, 
Barra.

Stirling – United Auctions 
Stirling (� ursday January 10) 
sold 5668 prime sheep compris-
ing of 4011 prime lambs selling 
to an average of 187.1.ppk & 1657 
ewes and rams.
Lambs (4011) – Overton of 
Knaven (Tex) £108; South 
Flanders (Con) £105.00; 
Luckenburn (BTex) £104.00; 
Overton of Knaven (Suf) £91.00; 
West � omaston (Chev) £88.00; 
Luckenburn (Mule) £85.00; Letar 
(BF) £84.50.
Lambs (4011) –  West Lethans 
(BTex) 236.00ppk; Easter 
Ochtermuthill (Tex) 219.00ppk; 
South Flanders (Con) 206.00ppk; 
Clunebeg (Su� ) 200.00ppk; 
Monzie (Chev) 204.00ppk; 
Waterside (BF) 194.00ppk; 
Penston (Mule) 187.00ppk.
Ewes (1657) – Newton of 
Collessie (Tex) £148.00;  Mains 
of Balhall (BTex) £129.00; 
South� eld (Suf) £92.00;  
Marvingston (Chev) £82.00; 
Craighall (BFL) £77.00;  Lochran 
& Meadowbank (Mule) £65.00; 
Doldy & West Lundie (BF) 
£49.00.
Rams – Ristol (Tex) £80.00.

Margins increase 
at Lochaber farm
Farming in one of the wettest 
parts of the UK brings with it 
a few challenges but a herd of 
pedigree Limousin cattle have 
adapted to the climate and are 
helping to improve margins at 
the Cameron family’s Strone 
Farm near Fort William.

Strone is part of Lochiel 
and Achnacarry Estate. It 
runs to 1,200 hectares and 
rises to 2,800 feet above sea 
level, while a few � elds border 
the picturesque Caledonian 
Canal.

In 2016, it was selected as 
the Lochaber monitor farm, 
one of nine monitor farms es-
tablished around Scotland in 
an initiative by Quality Meat 
Scotland (QMS) and AHDB 
Cereals & Oilseeds. � e aim 
of the programme, funded 
by Scottish Government, is 
to improve the productivity, 
pro� tability and sustainability 
of Scottish farms.

Malcolm Cameron has 
worked for the estate since 
1969 and got the chance of 
the tenancy in 1990 with wife, 
Eileen. Son Chris came home 
in 1996 following three years 
at agricultural college and in 
2002 set up his own farming 
business. He now works 

full-time on the farm and has 
largely taken over the day-to-
day running of the business.

Chris and Malcolm were 
keen to take part in the 
monitor farm process having 
been active in previous groups 
in Argyll, and Chris believes 
it has made him question 
everything he does and given 
him a better understanding of 
where improvements can be 
made.

Chris said: ‘We were on a 
development journey with 
the farm anyway, but this has 
opened my eyes to new tech-
niques and I feel my personal 

development has been one 
of the biggest bene� ts of the 
process so far.’

� e farm is stocked with 
50 Limousin cows and 520 
North Country Cheviot ewes. 
Malcolm bought his � rst cow 
in 1993 from the Anside herd 
and a second a few years later 
from the Greenwell herd and 
the whole herd can be traced 
back to these two foundation 
females.

Malcolm added: ‘We � nd 
the pure Limousin cow is very 
adaptable, she calves easily 
and, even if not on the best 
of grass, will maintain her 

condition and get back in calf. 
She may not have as much 
milk as a cow grazing on better 
pasture, but the calves have the 
genetics to grow on when they 
are weaned.’

� e family have deliberately 
avoided any extremes in the 
breed and carefully select bulls 
on their maternal traits such as 
ease of calving and milk.

A plus point for the Limousin, 
according to Malcolm and 
Chris, is that the cast cows are 
worth good money at the end 
of their useful lives. � ey also 
sell a few bulls naturally from 
home, with the best going 
for £3,500. � e family may 
sell a few breeding heifers in 
the future but, as Malcolm 
and Chris have been keen to 
expand the herd at Strone, 
all the heifers are currently 
retained. � e rest of the calves 
are sold at Dingwall at around 
10 months of age when they 
average 350kg liveweight.

Despite advice from the 
Monitor Farm Group, the 
Camerons continue to calve 
all year round, which they 
believe best suits their system 
and they are still able to keep 
individual cows’ calving index 
under 370 days.

Chris Cameron says Limousin cattle are suited to his farm.

S&S SERVICES

Full stock list available on our website
www.sandsservices.co.uk  
T 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

Finance packages available.

†Price shown is an Isuzu D-Max Utah Double Cab CVOTR with manual transmission, automatic transmission also available. Commercial vehicle on the road price includes delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and first registration 
fee, excludes VAT and mica/metallic paint finish. *3.5 tonne towing applies to all 4x4 models. **125,000 mile/5 year (whichever comes first) warranty applies to all new Isuzu D-Max models. Terms and conditions apply.

#Over 40 MPG figure applies to manual transmission models. MPG figures are o�cial EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. O�cial fuel figures for the 
Isuzu D-Max range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 30.4 - 38.7 (9.3 - 7.3). Extra Urban 40.9 - 50.4 (6.9 - 5.6). Combined 36.2 - 45.6 (7.8 - 6.2). CO2 emissions 163 - 205g/km. For full details please contact your 
local Isuzu dealer or visit isuzu.co.uk

S & S Services Isuzu  01292 844292  www.sandsservices-isuzu.co.uk  8 Old Bridge Road, Ayr,  KA8 9SX

ISUZU D-MAX UTAH FROM

£25,669
CVOTR

†

THE AWARD WINNING ISUZU D-MAX

IT JUST WORKS
IN ALL CONDITIONS

BOOK A TEST 
DRIVE TODAY

20298 Isuzu Winter Dealer Utah PP HP Ad_2.indd   1 10/12/2018   14:31

To � nd out more about the NFU Vehicle 
Discount Scheme call John Spicer at 
S&S Services on 
07831 808702 or 
 01292 880080

North Argyll YFC Annual 
Stock Judging 

Friday 18th January 
Oban livestock centre 

7pm
£5 Entry

Open, Young Farmers, Under 14’s and Team classes
Guess the weight of the calf         

Ra�  e and refreshments

Come along and compete or just enjoy the craic



IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST 
CALL BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO 
GET YOUR SECOND WEEK FREE

£32.80
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000

 GARAGES    DEALERSHIPS    PRIVATE SALES    NEWS

West Coast MOTORING
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE OBAN TIMES:
TELEPHONE: 01631 568000
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01631 
568001

POST & IN PERSON: Lochavullin Industrial  
Estate, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB
Offi ce hours: Mon - Thurs 9- 5pm,  Fri 9 - 4pm

E-MAIL: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyota, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 4 x 4 pickups. 

Older 4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures, High 
Mileage etc considered. Best prices paid.

Will collect.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All touring caravans and motor homes, 
campers etc, high mileage, MOT failures 

or damp, all considered, any make or 
model, will travel.

Call today on 0778 985 5381

WANTED
 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 

free collection anywhere. Land Rover 
Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range 

Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, 
Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 

Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. Single vehicles 
or  � eet purchases. Any age nearly new 
or old, any conditions from perfect to 

written o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, 
high mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 
price guaranteed.

Tel 07703490572 or email 
balgowan4wd@gmail.com 

ask for Robert

WANTED
for immediate cash payment and free 
collection all types of of 4x4 vehicles 
double cab and single cabs pickups 
shogun landrover defenders Isuzu 

Landcruiser Navara l200 Toyota Hilux 
discovery any vehicle considered old or 
new any condition running or not high 

miles rotten chassis over heating top 
price paid without any hassle we also 

buy motorhomes touring caravans and 
commercial vans and trucks.

Telephone 07759054754

CARS WANTED
Preferably low mileage, quick decision,  

high mileage also considered, up to 
£10,000.  Mercedes, BMW and Audi, other 

models also considered.

NEW
CAR 

INDEX
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080
01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014

Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire
 PH7 4BQ

Tel.01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West

www.suzuki.co.uk/gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com

Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.01499 302150

Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 

01546 606767/ 606272

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Heathfi eld, Ayr
01292 880080/880440

T: 07885 203020 or
E: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
All types of motor homes and caravanettes.  Any 
age or condition.  We also buy water damaged or 
in need of repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 

from 95 onwards.

VW CAMPERVAN TRANSPORTER T26 SWB
Jerba full conversion Jura 
style all mod cons. Reg 
2010. VG condition. Year 
MOT. 63 k mileage. Many 
extras, drive away awning 
tent and ground sheet 
and carpets, portaloo. Bike 
rack. Reluctant sale.

£18,000
Tel 07415 941609

� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 January 2019 MOTORS  37



� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 January 201938  MOTORING

Model shown is C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD Hybrid 1.8 VVT-i Auto. Official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km): 55.1 (5.1) – 60.4 (4.6). Combined CO2 86 g/km. Figures are provided for 
comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results. Fuel consumption 
and CO2 produced varies significantly depending on a number of factors, including the accessories fitted (post-registration), driving style, conditions, speed and vehicle load. All models and grades are 
certified according to the World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP), which replaces the New European Driving Cycle test procedure (NEDC). All CO2 figures quoted are NEDC equivalent. 
This means the CO2 figures are based on the new WLTP test procedure but calculated (using a standard European calculation method) to allow comparison with the NEDC test procedure and will be used 
to calculate vehicle tax on first registration. All mpg figures quoted are full WLTP figures. More information can be found by visiting: www.vehicle-certifcation-agency.gov.uk/fcb/wltp.asp
*Model shown is C-HR Dynamic 5 door Coupe FWD Hybrid 1.8 VVT-i Auto at £1,245 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the 
Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer valid between 1st January 2019 and 31st March 2019. Motability Scheme vehicles are leased to customers by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge 
Road, London, SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance (DLA), the Enhanced Rate Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement 
(WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP) and applications must be made with participating dealers between 1st January 2019 and 31st March 2019. Prices are correct at time of print, are subject to availability and may change.

✔ Fully insured for two drivers

✔  Servicing, maintenance 
and repair included

✔ Full breakdown assistance

✔  Tyre replacement and 
windscreen repair included

TOYOTA C-HR DYNAMIC
SELF-CHARGING HYBRID
FROM £1,245
Advance Payment* on the 
Motability Scheme 

EXPLORE MORE.
ENJOY MORE. 
To arrange a test drive contact us at:

Helensburgh Toyota 
5-7 John Street, Helensburgh, Argyll & Bute, G84 8BA 
Tel: 01436 672 779 helensburgh.toyota.co.uk @<HBurghToyota

/HelensburghToyota

Prophecy Unlimited One Glass Wharf, Bristol BS2 0EL Tel: 0117 311 9000 C M Y K PMS PMS

File name:  000001_Q1 2019_170x260_MOTAB_C-HR Hybrid Dynamic_Helensburgh Client: Toyota Account: Nat

Size: 170x260 Studio: OC                      

Mod. date: Version: 1 2  3  4  5                

Route:  Creative Services:Toyota:_Toyota Template:Studio:Press_Masters:Motability:Q1 2019:C-HR:Call Offs:News:000001_Q1 2019_170x260_MOTAB_C-HR Hybrid Dynamic_Helensburgh.indd

Creative: Notes:

v1Production:  

000001_Q1 2019_170x260_MOTAB_C-HR Hybrid Dynamic_Helensburgh.indd   1 15/01/2019   09:30

The Motability Scheme 
provides a hassle-free all-
inclusive motoring package 
for people who receive 
the higher rate mobility 
allowance. 
Did you know, insurance, 

servicing, tyres breakdown 
cover, road tax and more 
are included for three years 
of worry free motoring. 
If you don’t drive, you 

can apply for a car as a 
passenger and name up to 
two other suitable people 
as drivers. 
Enjoy the freedom to come 

and go to shop, to work and 
to get the kids to school. 
It means staying in touch, 
making a di� erence and 
getting more out of life. 

Helensburgh Toyota is an 
independent family owned 
dealership. For more than 
40  years, we have taken 
pride in our work and 
valued our customers. 
We are currently Number 1 

in both the UK and Scotland 
for delivering exceptional 
customer satisfaction. 
We have sold cars on the 

Motability Scheme for more 
than 29 years and have two 
Motability specialists who 
can help you decide which 
vehicle best suits your 
speci� c needs. 
Stephen and Paul, our 

Motability specialists are 
available for help and 
advice on which vehicle 
best suits your needs.

 They take the time to get 
to know their customers 
and are regularly in the 
Oban area. 
We can arrange home 

visits making the choosing 
of your brand new car 
e� ortlessly relaxed. We can 
even collect your vehicle 
from home when it needs 
a service so you don’t have 
to worry about making the 
journey. 
Helensburgh Toyota is 

a Premier Partner of the 
Motability Scheme o� ering 
the highest standards in 
customer service. With a 
range of Motability o� ers, 
there has never been a 
better time to change your 
car.

HELENSBURGH TOYOTA HAS EXPERTISE
–  FOR MOTABILITY DRIVERS

More information about the Motability Scheme can be found on our website www.helensburgh.toyota.co.uk
or email Stephen and Paul stephen.vernon@helensburgh.toyota.co.uk  paul@helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

* C-HR models now available from £0 Advance Payment on the Motability Scheme.
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To promote the growing importance of car safety and road awareness, Car Safety Week is set to return from January 
21- 27. With 24 per cent of collisions resulting in a death and approximately 100,000 people still being caught drink 
driving, there are issues that need addressing with growing urgency. Car Safety Week is here to encourage us all to 
� nd the best ways to make driving safe for road users everywhere.

CAR SAFETY WEEK is the UK’s biggest road safety event, in-
volving thousands of schools, organisations and communities 
each year. In the spirit of Car Safety Week, this week’s tips give 
advice on those often overlooked road safety issues and how to 
stay safe driving and riding on the road, from IAM RoadSmart’s 
head of driving and riding standards, Richard Gladman.
• Slow down around schools and in residential areas. This may 
not be rocket science but it’s easily forgotten whilst rat-running 
on the morning commute. If you want to be on time, simply leave 
earlier. Remember we have speed limits, not targets, and in busy 
tra�  c ’20 is often plenty’.  
• Seatbelts are a must. If you are the driver, it’s your duty to ensure 
all passengers are wearing their seatbelts. Passengers over 14 are 
responsible for their own seatbelts but it is you as the driver who 

will be stopped. Take charge and tell them all to ‘belt up’. With 
that in mind, loose items in a car can become projectiles in a 
crash, as can an unrestrained passenger. Keep your car tidy and 
store bags or tools in the boot.
• Jumping red lights. We have all seen drivers, motorcyclists and 
cyclists do this but the tra�  c lights are there for all of our safety. 
If they have been green for some time, plan for them to change 
and be ready to stop.
• Keep to the speed limit. Rushing from junction to junction or 
hold up to hold up is often counterproductive. Why ‘hurry up 
to wait’? A 50-mile journey at 80mph will save you at most six 
minutes compared to the same distance at 70mph. Is it worth the 
stress and the extra fuel?
• The dangers of hand-held mobile phones are well-known but 

taking or making calls by Bluetooth can be just as distracting. 
Switching the phone o�  when you get behind the wheel allows 
you to concentrate fully on perfecting your driving skills.
• Dazzle from low sun is a factor in more crashes than dazzle from 
headlights. Keep your windscreen clean and don’t put those 
sunglasses away just yet.
• It is legal for motorcyclists to fi lter through traffi  c so give them 
space and never try to deliberately block them. Check carefully 
before changing lanes.
Richard said: ‘Most delays on our main roads are caused by 
accidents and breakdowns. Prevention is so much easier 
than cure. Check the car over before your journey, keep your 
distance, manage your speed and we can all have an incident-
free week, year and lifetime.’

      TAKE EXTRA CARE ON THE ROADS ON ROAD SAFETY WEEK: TIPS FROM IAM ROADSMART

Britain’s roads are busier than ever – 29 million cars 
recorded – and even though we have one of the best road 
safety records in the world, around six people die every 
day on UK roads.



*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) pay the optional final payment and own the vehicle; ii) return the vehicle: subject to excess mileage and fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part exchange the vehicle. 
With Solutions Personal Contract Plan. 18s+. Subject to availability & status. Excludes FABIA MY18. T&Cs apply. Ordered by 1 April 2019 from participating retailers. †FABIA MPI engines receive £2,450 deposit contribution. All other engines receive £1,700. Indemnities may be required. Accurate at time 
of publication. ŠKODA Financial Services. #£500 voucher available for orders placed between 20 December – 31 January 2019 and registered by 31 March 2019. Subject to availability. Retail customers only, excluding SE Technology models, CITIGO S Trim & KODIAQ vRS. Excludes Channels Islands and 
Isle of Man.

Official fuel consumption WLTP for the ŠKODA FABIA range in mpg (litres/100km): Combined 51.4 (5.5) to 43.5 (6.5). NEDC derived CO2 combined emissions for the ŠKODA FABIA range are 111 to 105 g/km.
Figures shown are for comparability purposes; only compare fuel consumption and CO2 figures with other vehicles tested to the same technical procedures. These figures may not reflect real life driving results, which will depend upon a number of factors including the accessories fitted (post-
registration), variations in weather, driving styles and vehicle load. There is a new test used for fuel consumption and CO2 figures (known as WLTP). The CO2 figures shown however, are based on a calculation designed to be equivalent to the outgoing (NEDC) test cycle and will be used to calculate 
vehicle tax on first registration. For more information, please see www.skoda.co.uk/owners/wltp-info or consult your retailer. Data correct at December 2018. Figures quoted are for a range of configurations (including non-UK) and are subject to change due to ongoing approvals/changes. Please contact 
your retailer for further information. For fuel consumption data based on the outgoing test cycle (NEDC equivalent data), which is the ‘official’ UK fuel consumption data until 31.12.18, please consult your retailer. 

Images are for illustrative purposes only. Model shown is not UK specification and may include features or options which are not available in the UK.
West End Garage is a broker and not a lender and can introduce you to a limited number of lenders, who may pay us for introducing you to them.

West End Garage Dunfermline West End Garage Edinburgh West End Garage Stirling

01383 668 195
0131 297 0739 01786 235 238

www.westendskoda.com
www.westendskoda.com www.westendskoda.com

Unit 2 Halbeath Motor Park, Crossgates Road, Halbeath, 
Dunfermline KY11 7EG

4 Cultins Road, Sighthill, Edinburgh EH11 4DG Forthside Way, Stirling FK8 1QZ

� e Oban Times
Thursday 17 January 201940  MOTORING

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing / Repairs /  Terraclean / Air Con Regas

Vauxhall Combo Van, (Silver) 14 plate – 23,853 miles  ......................................£5,995

Renault Kangoo 1.5 ML, 60 Van plate  -  32,700 miles ......................................£4,550

Ford Fiesta Zetec 1.2, 15 plate  -  5 door h/back (Metallic Bronze) – 23,746 .....£7,395

Ford Focus Zetec (Auto), 63 plate  – 5 door estate (Black)  -  35,100 miles .....£7,900

Nissan Juke  64 plate, 5 door h/back (Red) – 9,430 miles ..................................£9,995

Nissan Note N-Tec 1.4, 62 plate - 5 door h/back (Sliver)  -  9,682 miles ............£5,950

VW Move Up  64 plate, 5 door h/back (Blue)  -  25,606 miles .............................£5,995

VW Golf Match Tsi 1.4, 64 plate– 5 door h/back (Dark Blue) – 26,838 miles ... £11,750

Peugeot 208 Allure, 65 plate – 5 door h/back (Orange)  - 7,187 miles ...............£8,950

Hyundai i10 63 plate, 5 door h/back (Silver) – 46,064 miles ..............................£2,995

Honda Nighthawk Motorcycle, 450cc – 1985.......................................................£550

(complete with battery and charger)

More models (manual and automatic) arriving soon
Mobile - 07873587908 (Martin – Salesman)

For full details view out website – slipwayautos.co.uk/sales
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

Most vehicles come with warranty.   Finance available on request



Campbeltown Motor Company
Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

We are open Monday to Friday 8:00 – 17:30 and every Saturday 8:30 – 13:00

www.campbeltownmotorcompany.co.uk

CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR 
COMPANY

REASSURANCE BUILT IN

All fi nance prices above based on 6000 miles per annum. Images 
shown for illustration purposes only. Terms & Conditions apply.  Age 
restrictions may apply on certain models. Excess mileage charges 
may apply. Contact us for more information  Alternatively email us at 
cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

VISIT US FOR A FULL WINTER VEHICLE CHECK
FOR JUST £29.99

Call in for your free tyre check – 
replacements at competitive prices as you 

would fi nd online. 

Having your vehicle properly serviced 
helps to maintain its safety and reliability 

– Servicing from just £179.00
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S&S SERVICES
SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF ARGYLL FOR OVER 30 YEARS

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR    TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M: 07831 808702

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2017
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Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish salmon. We
pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal development paths which build into
fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put
your strengths to work we would very much like to hear from you.

Modern Apprenticeship - Engineering 
Location: Barcaldine, Argyll                                                                                            Salar y: £14,000
This is a 4 year programme consisting of a combination of theoretical learning and practical ‘hands on’
experience. The Modern Apprenticeship is delivered in partnership with Inverness College UHI. The
successful candidate will attend college on a block release basis in the first year. Throughout the
programme you will build a comprehensive portfolio and will be monitored through continuous
assessment. Upon successful completion of the apprenticeship you will be awarded an NC in
Engineering Practice, SVQ 2 and SVQ 3. To be successful for this role you will hold Scottish National 4
Grades in English, Maths and a Science.

Marine Husbandry Staff
Location: Sound of Mull & Loch Nevis                                                       Salary: £18,275 - £21,500 
Experience Husbandry                                                                + W/E Payments & Training Increments 
Applicants applying for our experienced husbandry roles should have at least 2 years’ practical salmon
farming experience. You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of farming
disciplines including: fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding
system and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety.
Trainee Husbandry Salary: £17,700 - £18,275 + OT Payments
Applicants are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the Aquaculture Industry. We
are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have
high expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor
who will guide you through your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will
enable you to kick start your fish farming career.

Processing Operative Staff
Location: South Shian, Argyll Salary: £17,576
Duties focus on the processing and preparing of our product for despatch to our customers on average
five days per week. Full training is provided including, health and safety, hygiene and food safety plus all
relevant training on machinery if required. Applicants should be able to work as part of a team that has
high standards with a good work ethic and will be required to work shifts on a rotational basis.

In return Scottish Sea Farms will offer an attractive remuneration package, dependant on experience
along with pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership and
cycle to work scheme.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or
email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 2nd June 2017

Aquaculture Technical Co-ordinator
South Shian (Nr Oban)

Maternity Leave cover for up to 1 year

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of 
superior quality Scottish salmon.  We pride ourselves in providing 
industry leading and highly personal development paths which build 
into fulfilling professional careers.  If you are committed to developing 
our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would 
very much like to hear from you.

Due to a maternity leave, we are delighted to be advertising for 
the role of Aquaculture Technical Co-ordinator supporting our 
Mainland Marine business.

The role is to assist in maintaining a leading industry performance in 
respect of environmental sustainability and customer assurance.  To 
work throughout the production operations to ensure optimal operation 
of our QMS system through effective auditing, support and planning.

Applicants should be educated to degree level or have equivalent 
experience in Aquaculture or related subject.  In addition, a 
qualifications in Food Safety (HACCP) would be advantageous.   
Ideally Applicants would have auditing experience / qualification.  A 
Lead Auditor qualification would be advantageous. 

In return we will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience 
along  pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, 
subsidised gym membership and cycle to work scheme. 

A current driving licence is essential. 

We are an equal opportunities employer and we welcome applications 
from all suitably qualified persons; however you must be able to 
provide documentation of your right to work in the UK. 

For more information on this role, please contact Andy Gourlay on 
andy.gourlay@scottishseafarms.com or 07831 224905

If you would like to find out more, please visit the careers page 
on our website:  https://www.scottishseafarms.com/our-people/
careers.

Closing date for applications: Friday 25th January 2019

Systems Accountant 
(Part Qualified or Newly Qualified)
Fixed term position 3 Months
Full Time Salary up to £27,285 per annum depending on 
qualifications and experience 
Full time or part time hours considered
This role involves the transfer and reconciliation for Research 
Education and Enterprise projects into our NetSuite finance system. 
This will also involve preparing and testing the data to be transferred, 
the development of project management reports and training staff on 
how to input and extract project data. 

Project Administration Assistant
Fixed term position 3 Months
Full Time Salary £16,654 per annum
Full time or part time hours considered
This role involves inputting the financial information for Research, 
Education and Enterprise projects into our Netsuite finance system 
ensuring that the data is phased in line with the deliverables, milestones 
and Project Leaders requirements.

Ideally, we would like the successful candidates to start immediately due 
to project deadlines in April. 
Please visit www.sams.ac.uk for more details on both positions or email 
recruitment@sams.ac.uk

The closing date for receipt of applications for both positions is 25th 
January 2019

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities policy and 
welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

MacArthur Legal currently 
have a vacancy for a 

full/part time 
Executry Paralegal.

Please send CV and covering letter to:
yvonne@macarthurlegal.co.uk

Head Herd Person Required
We have a vacancy for Head Herd Person at 
Ormsary Estate, near Lochgilphead, Argyll.  
Ormsary has a long tradition of producing 
quality livestock, with a home bred beef herd 
of 200 suckler cows, and 20 Highland cattle. 
The successful candidate will report to the 
Farm Manager.  You will be responsible for all 
cattle at Ormsary. You will have a positive and 
enthusiastic manner, and be able to work in a 
small multi-skilled team with a flexible hands-
on approach to stock farming and estate work.  
You will preferably have a recognised qualifica-
tion and experience in all aspects of cattle hus-
bandry, as well as general farm and machinery 
work.  The successful candidate will also pos-
sess a full driving licence, and be prepared to 
make their home at Ormsary.  Ormsary Farm-
ers offers an excellent employment package, 
including pension and family housing in a vi-
brant and scenic rural community, with a mod-
ern local primary school.

Please apply in writing by sending your CV 
to James Peterson – Farm Manager, Estate 
Office, Ormsary, Lochgilphead, PA31 8PE.  

Email: enquiries@ormsary.co.uk . 
Telephone: 01880 770700.

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE LTD

MECHANICAL ENGINEER
(Competitive Salary dependent on experience) 

We currently have a vacancy in our busy work-
shop for a mechanical engineer.  Working 
with our existing team undertaking a variety 
of engineering operations applicants should 
have experience with diesel engines and an 
understanding of electronic systems.   A ma-
rine background would be beneficial but not 
essential, all relevant experience considered.

For further details and application forms 
please contact Andrew Ashton, Director

ARDFERN YACHT CENTRE
Ardfern, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8QN

andrew@ardfernyacht.co.uk   01852 500247

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Currently recruiting for: 

Part time cook
Housekeeping staff

All permanent positions. 
Good pay and conditions.

For an application form contact manager
 Morag A Telfer. 01631 562168 

Email info@northargyllhouse.org

Fishery Officer 
Campbeltown 
£24,580 - £27,515 plus Allowances
We have a permanent role available within our  
Marine Scotland compliance team based in our 
Campbeltown office.

The role involves Investigating breaches of Scottish, 
UK, EU and International Fisheries legislation together 
with providing guidance, advice and information to the 
fishing Industry.

Inspections are conducted 24/7 in line with the 
operations of the Industry and officers can expect 
to undertake some of their duties in unsocial hours 
or weekends.

For further information and to apply, simply visit our 
website www.work-for-scotland.org.

Closing date: 5th February 2019.

We welcome applications from all suitably qualified 
people and aim to employ a diverse workforce which 
reflects the people of Scotland.

An Equal Opportunities Employer

Ardoran Marine
Office Administrator
A full time position in a marine boatyard o�  ce 
to handle telephone enquiries, general o�  ce 
work with Sage experience essential, online 

parts ordering, self catering bookings with Super 
Control, training available.

Own transport essential.  Wage to be 
negotiated with pension, hours 9am - 5pm 

negotiable.  Contact Colin on 01631 566123 or 
colin@ardoran.co.uk

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
VARIATION TO EXISTING MARINE FARM

ISLE OF COLONSAY
Notice is hereby given that Marine Harvest (Scotland) 
Ltd has applied to the Scottish Ministers of the 
Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine 
(Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of a variation to an 
existing marine farm at:

 Cost >£2,500 - <£5,000

 Location Latitude Longitude

 Isle of Colonsay  56º 05.709’N 006º 07.870’ W
  56º 05.693’ N 006º 07.842’ W
  56º 05.644’ N 006º 07.933’ W
  56º 05.612’ N 006º 07.879’ W
  56º 05.550’ N 006º 07.993’ W
  56º 05.421’ N 006º 07.770’ W
  56º 05.727’ N 006º 07.201’ W
  56º 05.857’ N 006º 07.425’ W
  56º 05.799’ N 006º 07.533’ W
  56º 05.830’ N 006º 07.587’ W
  56º 05.794’ N 006º 07.655’ W
  56º 05.812’ N 006º 07.687’ W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at The Post Office, Colonsay, Scalasaig, 
Isle of Colonsay, Argyll and Bute, PA61 7YW.

Objections relating to safety of navigation in respect 
of the application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
05025V and Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd
Fair Processing Notice

The Scottish Government’s Marine Scotland Licensing 
Operations Team (MS-LOT) determine applications for 
marine licences under the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 
and the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. During the 
consultation process any person having an interest in the 
outcome of the application may make representation to MS-
LOT. The representation may contain personal information, 
for example a name or address. This representation will only 
be used for the purpose of determining an application and 
will be stored securely in the Scottish Government’s official 
corporate record. Representations will be shared with the 
applicant and/or agent acting on behalf of the applicant, 
any people or organisations that we consult in relation to 
the application and, where necessary, be published online, 
however personal information will be removed before 
sharing or publishing.

A full privacy notice can be found at: http://www.gov.scot/
Topics/marine/Licensing/marine/PrivacyNotice. If you are 
unable to access this, or you have any queries or concerns 
about how your personal information will be handled, 
contact MS-LOT at: ms.marinelicensing@gov.scot or Marine 
Scotland - Licensing Operations Team, Marine Laboratory, 
375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB.

Marine Hatchery Technician 
Broodstock Manager 

Otter Ferry Seafish is a well established leading Marine hatchery based 
on Loch Fyne supplying the major Salmon farming companies with 
cleaner fish – Ballan Wrasse and Lumpfish as well as producing Halibut 
juveniles for Gigha halibut. Due to expansion in all species  there are 
a number of   exciting  opportunities to join the dedicated production 
team at Otter Ferry. 

Candidates should be  production focused and ambitious to develop 
their careers in Scottish Aquaculture .  Experience in Salmonid or Ma-
rine fish hatchery  work is desirable but  not essential  , The positions 
available suit a range of experience and responsibilities 

An attractive remuneration package including accommodation is avail-
able in line with qualifications and  experience.   Training and personal 
development packages will be matched to the requirements of the in-
dividual. 

If you have the drive and enthusiasm to really make a difference then 
please send your CV with two references to :

Chris Hempleman – Production Director –   
c.hempleman@otterferry.com or call  
for more information 07539 934 008.

Autism Advisor: Get set 4 Autism Programme
Argyll and Bute

Temporary until 2nd August 2020: Part Time (18.5hrs)
Salary: £22,122 - £26,070pro rata     Reference:  SA/716

We are seeking to appoint a part time Autism Advisor to support the 
delivery of our Get Set 4 Autism project throughout Argyll and Bute. The 
programme is funded by The Big Lottery.
In this role you will promote the use of our online professional learning 
resource among a range of job roles and disciplines across Argyll and 
Bute. You will develop and deliver a plan to promote the resource across 
the region and develop support materials which will complement the 
online content with a view to supporting application to practice. 
The successful candidates will have a degree level qualification in 
health, education or social care or any other relevant qualification along 
with extensive experience in supporting individuals with autism.The role 
requires flexibility, creativity and high level of driving. 
For more information please email jade.love@scottishautism.org 
Closing Date: 25 January 2019

Argyll and Bute Council

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
SERVICES

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (MILLPARK ROAD, MILLPARK 
AVENUE AND MCCALLS TERRACE, OBAN) (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF WAITING) ORDER 2017
Notice is hereby given that following a request from Argyll and Bute 
Council, the Scottish Ministers on 10th January 2019, made a direction 
under Section 15(3) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, the effect 
of which will be to allow the continuation of the above named Order. 
The Order which came into operation on Monday 24th July 2017 was due 
to expire on Friday 18th January 2019 and will now continue in force 
until 18th July 2019.
The effect of the Order is to prohibit temporarily all vehicular traffic to 
wait between the hours of 8am and 6pm Monday to Friday on the lengths 
of road as specified in the schedule hereto. The restrictions imposed by 
this Order are required because of the likelihood of danger to the public 
and to permit the unhindered passage of vehicles.
Schedule – Prohibition Of Waiting Monday To Friday 8am To 6pm
1.   Millpark Road south side, from Soroba Road A816 extending westerly 

for a distance of 180 metres or thereby;
2.   Millpark Road north side, from Soroba Road A816 extending westerly 

for a distance of 8 metres or thereby;
3.  Millpark Road north side, from a point 90 metres or thereby from Soroba 

Road A816, extending westerly for a distance of 90 metres or thereby;
4.  Millpark Avenue both sides from its junction with Millpark Road 

extending in a southerly direction for a distance of 56 metres or 
thereby;

5.  McCalls Terrace, both sides from Soroba Road A816, extending in an 
easterly direction for a distance of 93 metres or thereby.

Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD
To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
John Cameron MacFarlane & Sine MacLean 
Currie MacFarlane trading as Argyll Engineers 
Ltd of Glenshallach Road, Oban, Argyll, Scot-
land, PA34 4BH is applying for a licence to use 
Glenshallach Road, Oban, Argyll, Scotland, 
PA34 4BH as an operating centre for 1 goods 
vehicle and 1 trailer. Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or enjoy-
ment of that land would be affected, should 
make written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Hare-
hills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF stating their rea-
sons, within 21 days of this notice. Represen-
tors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address 
given at the top of this notice. A guide to mak-
ing representations is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office.

Commis Chef
The Tayvallich Inn

Following our new kitchen refurbishment we 
are looking for a new addition to our fantastic 
team, starting in March.

Full time hours are available working with our 
chefs to prepare and serve our highly reputable 
food which focuses on locally sourced seafood 
and produce.  Accommodation available 
and salary based on experience.  Check out 
Tripadvisor to read our great food reviews.

Please get in touch with us on  
01546 870282 or by emailing your CV  

to info@tayvallichinn.co.uk  
or via our Facebook page.

We have a full-time position  
available for a time served mechanic  

to join our team.  
Must have UK driving licence.

PUBLIC NOTICES

PMG Services is a fast growing multi 
disciplined engineering company covering 
Argyll and the west coast of Scotland. We 
now have an opportunity for someone to join 
our team as we are offering a full engineering 
apprenticeship.

The successful applicant will work towards an 
NVQ level 3 in plant maintenance. Applicants 
must have some experience in the mechanical 
field a minimum of one year is required.

This is an opportunity to join a good team and 
achieve a world wide recognised certificate.

Please contact Peter on 07766513585 or 
send CVs to info@pmg-services.com
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CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 
APPLICATION

R Douglas 
Part Shieling, Arisaig & 
Moidart
0.21 ha – Site for a dwelling 
house
Case 91316

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft and any 
expressions of demand for 
the croft (which may be 
made public), may be sent 
to the Crofting Commission 
by 15/02/2019. Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.gov.scot

The Crofting Commission 
takes the protection of 
your privacy seriously.  To 
safeguard your personal 
data and make sure that it 
is accurate, we only collect 
and/or store the data 
necessary to carry out our 
functions as a regulatory 
body.  You can find a copy 
of our Privacy Notice at 
www.croft ing.scotland.
gov.uk/openness-and-
customer-care.

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

DE Cameron
KC Cameron-Sutcliffe
86 Portuairk, Mo 
Dhachaidh, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart
87360
0.059 ha
Reason – Existing house 
site
No Conditions 

L Pate
1 & 2 Muirshearlich, 
Kilmallie
92944
0.005 ha
Reason – amenity ground
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  

Full details at www.crofting.
scotland.gov.uk 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008
Notice of Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) to be published in a 
local newspaper under regulation 7(2)
Diageo Ltd, the prospective applicant, hereby gives notice of a Pre-
Application Consultation (PAC) to be undertaken in advance of the 
submission of a planning application to Argyll and Bute Council for a 
prospective development comprising New Distillery and Associated 
Infrastructure and Visitors Experience at Port Ellen Maltings.
Further information in respect of the prospective development may 
be obtained by contacting Blyth and Blyth Consulting Engineers 
Ltd, Cornerstone, 60 South Gyle Crescent, EH12 9EB.
A public event which will include a presentation of the prospective 
development and opportunity or public discussion with the 
prospective applicant is to be held at The Ramsay Hall, Port Ellen 
on January 29th 2019 between the hours of 4pm and 7pm.
Any persons wishing to submit comments should submit these to 
the prospective applicant at Blyth and Blyth Consulting Engineers 
Ltd, Cornerstone, 60 South Gyle Crescent, EH12 9EB. Before Noon 
on 21st February 2019.
Persons submitting comments in response to Pre-Application 
Consultation (PAC) are advised that comments submitted to the 
prospective applicant at this time are not representations to the 
planning authority; in the event that prospective applicant submits 
a formal application for planning permission then there would be 
an opportunity to submit representations to Argyll and Bute Council 
as the planning authority at that time.

Argyll and Bute Council
PLANNING

These applications listed below may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, your Local 
Customer Service Point and by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 
REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address 
18/02497/PP Alterations and extension to 

dwellinghouse, alterations and 
change of use of outbuilding to 
form letting flat at first floor and 
artist studio at ground floor

Green Roofs 
Balevullin  
Isle Of Tiree  
Argyll And Bute  
PA77 6XD

18/02661/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land East Of The 
Steading Ardmor 
Road Salen Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute  

18/02544/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, 
installation of sewage treatment 
plant and formation of access.

Land South Of 
Lagganulva Farm  
Ulva Ferry Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute 

18/02654/PP Construction of hydropower 
scheme

Land North Of 
Edendonich Dalmally 
Argyll And Bute

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-environment/find-and-
comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please 
quote the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of 
representation the Council receives is considered a public document and 
will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential 
correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries  
and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working in  
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Argyll and Bute Council
DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE

ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL 
(SALEN LOOP ROAD (UC81), SALEN, ISLE OF MULL)
(30MPH SPEED LIMIT) ORDER 2019
On Monday 14th January 2019, Argyll and Bute Council made the above 
named Order in terms of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 as 
amended.
The Order, which comes into operation on Monday 1st March 2019, 
introduces a 30mph speed restriction on the Salen Loop Road in Salen 
Village, Isle of Mull. The new speed limit will cover the entire length 
of the road. 
A copy of the Order and plan relative thereto can be inspected by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/trafficorders or 
viewed during normal office hours at:-
(i) Salen Post Office and Stores, Salen, Isle of Mull;
(ii)  Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Breadalbane Street, Tobermory, Isle 

of Mull;
(iii) Argyll and Bute Council Offices, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any person, who wishes to question the validity of the Order or any 
provision contained in it on the grounds that it is not within the powers 
conferred by the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, or on the grounds 
that any requirement of that Act or any instrument made under it has 
not been complied with in relation to the Order may, within six weeks 
from the 18th January 2019, apply to the Court of Session for 
this purpose.
Head of Roads & Amenity Services, 1A Manse Brae,  
Lochgilphead, PA31 8RD

To find out more about living and working in Argyll & 
Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk; or electronically at 
your nearest Council Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the 
following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development  Address Proposal Description

Time period for comments is 14 days (21 days for 18/05880/LBC and 19/00040/LBC)
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

18/05880/LBC

18/05850/FUL

18/05951/S42

18/05815/FUL

18/05923/LBC

18/05925/FUL

18/05402/FUL

18/05943/PIP

18/05953/S42

19/00040/LBC

18/05750/FUL

18/05858/FUL

Arisaig Railway Station
Station Road, Arisaig

Land 6500M SE Of Birch 
View, Auchindarroch, 
Duror (Site accessed from 
Glen Creran, Argyll)

Land 60M SW Of Clachaig 
Cottage, Glencoe

Land 5655M SE Of 
Penstock Cottage, 
Lochaber Road
Kinlochleven

Conversion Of Church
Lochailort

Conversion Of Church
Lochailort

Site Of Former Primary 
School, Zetland Avenue
Upper Achintore, Fort 
William

50M North East Of Willow 
Cottage, Auchindarroch
Duror

Land 30M SE Of 
Achnasith, Duror

Land 35M SW Of Banavie 
Swing Bridge
Banavie, Fort William

Land 1100M SW Of 
Glencoe Caravan And 
Camping Site
Glencoe

Abernethy School Of 
Adventure Leadership
Ardgour, Fort William 

Installation of 2 no. new double 
sided customer information screens 
on gallows located on platform 1 
and 2

Installation of up 600kW hydro-
electric scheme, including pipeline, 
erection of turbine house, intake 
weir and outfall (Glen Creran Hydro)

Modify condition 2 of planning 
permission 04/00457/FULLO 
to change the use of chalet 5 to 
year-round staff accommodation

Proposal to install a small 
generating station at the base of 
Blackwater Dam

Conversion to a house with part 
upper floor; addition of rooflights 
and replacement windows

Conversion of former chapel to 
house

Erection of affordable housing (38 
units)

Renewal 15/04025/PIP - Erection of 
house and formation of access

Section 42 Planning Permission 
Application - Removal of Condition 
2 on Planning Permission 
08/00435/FULLO to allow 
continued siting and use of 
established Wigwams

Alterations to railway swing bridge 
to replace the control system and 
ancillary works

Construction of a run of river hydro 
scheme, including intake, buried 
pipeline, turbine house, outfall, grid 
connection & access tracks

Change of Use from store to staff 
bedroom

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr David R Cameron has 
registered his croft known 
as 161 Kentra (Burnside), 
Kentra, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the Regis-
ters of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 21st 
September 2019.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home.   The croft registra-
tion number is C5583.

PROPOSED 
ASSIGNATION OF A 

CROFT

Jamie Ardagh is apply-
ing to assign the tenan-
cy of the croft at Croft 9, 
Cleadale, Isle of Eigg, 
PH42 4RL to Ewen Kirk 
of Lageorna, Isle of 
Eigg, PH42 4RL. 

Written comments from 
those with a relevant 
interest (which may 
be made public) to: 
Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inver-
ness, IV3 8NW, info@
crofting.gov.scot by 
February 14, 2019.
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 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

West Coast CLASSIFIEDS
MOBILITY SEPTIC TANK CONTRACTING

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com

Oban Times 80 x 125.qxp_Layout 1  26/06/2018  10:00  Page 1OBAN BLINDS

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Steel container hire and sales.  
Clean, Dry, Accessible 24 hours.

Lorry loader hire.

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTER

* Additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

£5.95
including

P&P*

FROM
£3.95
including

P&P*

FROM

1/2 PRICE SALE Scottish Calendars 2019



with professionally 
designed leafl ets, 
posters and fl yers from 
Krisp Print. Contact 
on Telephone 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
new baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your 
new arrival or big 
day.  Truly individual, 
a treasured keep-
sake.  Call Krisp Print 
on Telephone 01586 
554975.

Wanted
CANADIAN STYLE 
CANOE Any condition 
considered, Telephone 
07711 613549².
LIVE CEILIDH BAND 
to play at a 60th 
birthday party on 29th 
June 2019 at Cuan 
Mor, Oban. Please 
call Catriona Campbell 
on, Telephone 01631 
570720².

Mail Order
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS featur-
ing spectacular pho-
tography of some of 
our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shet-
land, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or tele-
phone 01371 851868.
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal 
for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcal-
endars.co.uk or tele-
phone 01371 851868.

Miscellaneous

Printing and 
Stationery
PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL , market your 
business effectively 

dition. White - H85x-
W60xD53 (Minard), 
£30 Telephone 01546 
886305.

Domestic Pets
ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL PUPPIES 
Three boys and one 
girl available. Liver & 
White. Eight weeks old 
and ready to go. Both 
parents can be seen. 
PA21 2AH,  £500 Tele-
phone 01700811523 
or 07555956507².

Firearms
FIREARMS FOR 
SALE 
BERTTA 12B Extrema 
2, 3½in semi-auto 5 
shot (FAC) - £900
BETTINSOLI 12B O-U 
(new) - £900
BETTINSOLI 20B O-U 
(new) - £900
KOFS 28B O-U (new) 
- £500
BERETTA 12B 686 
silver pigeon 1 (new) - 
£1500, 
Telephone 07990 
886646².

Furniture

2 SINGLE ADJUSTA-
MATIC BEDS can be 
joined to make double, 
buyer must uplift, £95 
Telephone 07809 
026862.
ANTIQUE SINGLE 
BED Antique Iron bed-
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Private sales free listings for items under £100

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

2 SEATER 
LEATHER SOFA
Nearly new real leather, 
button back sofa, from 
Saxons. Colour antique 

chestnut. Excellent 
condition (now have 3 
seater, so not needed),  

£99.99 Telephone 
01586 554537.

RESTAURANT 
CONTENTS FOR 

SALE 
Any 

reasonable 
o� er considered,  

Telephone
07778 169467

Baby Equipment
M O T H E R C A R E 
PRAM TRAVEL SYS-
TEM  and playpen, 
sold together or will 
sell separately, £150 
Telephone 01631 
720235.

Books
BOWLING BALL/ 
J.RILEY/ JACK Lig-
num Vitae Bowling 
Ball /J.RILEY/Stand-
ard Jack/Antique, 
£10 Telephone 01586 
554537.
COLLECTION OF 
MAPS Over 50, vari-
ous maps, Ordnance 
Survey type, Kintyre 
and Area, Islay etc, 
£15 Telephone 01586 
554537.
FALKUS AND BULL-
ER FRESHWATER 
FISHING BOOK Falk-
us (Hugh) And Bullers 
" Freshwater Fishing "/
Hardback/1994 /Exc.
Condition, £30 Tele-
phone 01586 554537.
SEA TROUT FISH-
ING BOOK "Sea 
Trout Fishing "(The 
Fisherman's Bible) by 
Hugh Falkus, 1983, 
Revised 2nd Edition, 
Hardback, Exc.Cond, 
£20 Telephone 01586 
554537.

Building / DIY
BUILDERS WHEEL-
BARROW Used for 3 
weeks. Call evening 
6 - 8, £25 Telephone 
01880 820281.
R E P L A C E M E N T 
CHIMNEY POTS for 
older houses, ornate 
Victorian/Edwardian 
pots in various sizes 
and colours, £40 Tele-
phone 01631 564578².

Domestic 
Appliances
TUMBLE DRYER 
"White Knight", com-
plete with vent hose. 
Good working con-

stead, white with wood 
slatted base. Can 
email photo, £60 Tele-
phone 01631 710727.
CHEST OF DRAW-
ERS Attractive, Solid 
wood with 4 drawers. 
67w x 42d x95h cm. 
Can email photo, £35 
Telephone 01631 
710727.
RISE AND RECLINE 
CHAIR vgc, buyer 
must uplift, £85 Tele-
phone 07809 026862.
SINGLE BED Tradi-
onal style solid pine 
construction. Can 
send photo via email, 
£35 Telephone 01631 
710727.
TWO SINGLE BEDS 
good condition, divan 
two drawer base, met-
al headboards (white). 
Elite fi re resistant 
mattresses. Very 
comfortable. £45 each 
or nearest offer, Tele-
phone 01838 200608².

Garden
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden dis-
play items. Prices from 
£30, Telephone 01631 
564578².
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chim-
ney pots in various 
sizes and styles, make 
lovely garden planters. 
Prices from £40, Tele-
phone 01631 564578².
VINTAGE LAWN 
ROLLERS cast iron 
and decorative, for 
working use or col-
ourful garden feature, 
various sizes from 
£90, Telephone 01631 
564578².

Hobbies and 
Crafts
A N T L E R S 
STAGHORN Large full 
set, 23" long, 8 point, 
Medium full set, 11", 
8 point, Large single, 

28", 3 point, Small 
single, 15", 3 point, 
£30 Telephone 01586 
554537.
PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD , white, blue 
and pink colours in 
stock, available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print on 01586 
554975.

Kitchen 
"MAGIC" MARMA-
LADE CUTTER/
SHRED Hand op-
erated useful and 
ornamental. Call in the 
evening between 6 - 8, 
£25 Telephone 01880 
820281.
DAEWOO MICRO-
WAVE Unwanted gift. 
Call in the evening 
6 - 8, £30 Telephone 
01880 820281.
ELU POWER TOOLS 
Portable electric plan-
er MFF-80 with plan-
ing and thicknessing 
attachment ADE-88. 
Router OF97 with set 
of cutters. Good con-
dition, £70 Telephone 
01631 710727.
KITCHEN SINKS 
Carron Phoenix, white 
ceramic single r/h 
drainer plus separate 
matching half sink. Un-
used, £50 Telephone 
01631 710727.
NORFROST CHEST 
FREEZER Call in the 
evening 6 - 8, £60 
Telephone 01880 
820281.

Leisure and 
Lifestyle
CARMEN SALON 
STYLE 5102 HAIRDR 
Portable sit under 
model, compact, three 
heat settings, very 
good condition. Have 
a look on line for more 
details, £25 Telephone 
01631 770698.
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MEMORIALS

THE 
DOVE

CENTRE
By Oban Hospice
Donations always 
gratefully received

24 Stevenson Street Oban
PA34 5NA

Tel: 01631 561315
www.obanhospice.org.uk

@obanhospice

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

BIRTHS
LEES - Richard and Gil 
(née Young) are delighted to 
announce the arrival of Dylan 
Joshua on January 7, 2019 in 
Wrexham, Wales. A brother 
for Isaac. Second grandson for 
Mike and Fiona (née Campbell, 
Lismore) and James and Hilary 
(Ahoghill, Northern Ireland).

DEATHS
BRECHIN - Peacefully, at 
the Mid Argyll Hospital, on 
January 13, 2019, Gordon 
Brechin senior, in his 93rd year, 
of 3 Barrmor View, Kilmartin, 
and formerly of Upper Largie 
Farm, Kilmartin, beloved 
husband of the late Margaret 
Paterson, dearly loved father of 
Marion, Robert and Gordon, 
a cherished grandpa and great 
grandpa and a much respected 
member of the local and 
farming community. Funeral 
service will be held in Glassary, 
Kilmartin and Ford Parish 
Church, Kilmartin (former 
Living Stones Christian 
Centre), on Tuesday, January 
22, 2019, at 1.00pm, therea� er to 
Achnabreac Cemetery. Family 
� owers only please. Donations 
if desired, to Glenaray Ward 
and the Macmillan Suite, Mid 
Argyll Hospital.  All friends are 
respectfully invited to attend.
HASTIE - Peacefully at 
Gortanvogie on January 14, 
2019, Donald, aged 90 years 
of 32 School Street, Port 
Ellen, beloved husband of 
Alice Shaw and much loved 
father of Mary and Dolinda, 
father-in-law, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, uncle and 
friend. Funeral service in St 
Johns, Port Ellen on Tuesday, 
January 22, 2019 at 11.30am, 
Sadly missed by all.
LOCKHART - Sadly on 
January 14, 2019, Gordon, 
much loved husband of Jean, 
loving father of Mandy, Jacqui 
and stepdaughter Erica. 
(Formerly of the Rockery, 
Connel and Clyde Court, 
Helensburgh). Funeral service 
at Cardross Crematorium on 
Friday January 25, 2019 at 
1.15pm to which all friends are 
respectfully invited. Family 
� owers only.
Sadly missed.
MACINTYRE - Peacefully, 
at home, surrounded by her 
family on Monday, January 
14, 2019, Rose MacIntyre (née 
Matthews). Beloved wife of 
the late Dochie, loving mum 

of Mo, Marion and Robert, 
also a much-loved granny 
and great-granny. Funeral 
service will be held at 12 
noon on Monday, January 
21, 2019 in St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church; therea� er 
to Kilmallie Cemetery. 
Family � owers only please. 
Donations, if desired to Marie 
Curie nurses and district 
nurses can be given at the 
church door or forwarded to 
McLellan Funeral Directors, 
Dudley Road, Fort William.
MACKENZIE - Peacefully at 
Belford Hospital on January 
11, 2019, Duncan Farquhar, 
aged 79 years, youngest son of 
the late Alexander and Bessie 
MacKenzie, Muir of Ord, dear 
brother of Ian, Alasdair and 
Mary and a much loved uncle. 
Funeral will take place at Oban 
Free Church on Wednesday, 
January 23 at 1.00pm therea� er 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery. Family 
� owers only.
McLEAN - Peacefully, with 
her family by her side, in the 
Sunshine Room, Campbeltown 
Hospital, on January 11, 2019, 
Robina McLean (Bina), in 
her 85th year, 4 John Street, 
formerly of Bell� eld Farm, 
Campbeltown, dearly beloved 
wife of the late Alex McLean, 
much loved mum of Duncan 
and Elizabeth, mother-in-law 
of Lesley and Roger and dearly 
beloved granny of Cara, Frances 
and Rosemary. Funeral service 
in the Highland Parish Church, 
today � ursday, January 17, 
2019, at 1.00pm, therea� er to 
Kilkerran Cemetery. Friends 
please accept this intimation 
and invitation.  Family � owers 
only please. A retiral collection 
will be held in aid of the MS 
Society, Kintyre, and Kintyre 
Cancer and Palliative Care.
McTAVISH - Tragically, as 
the result of an accident, on 
January 4, 2019, Campbell 
McTavish, aged 50 years, 
late of 5 Kilduskland Drive, 
Ardrishaig, beloved younger 
son of the late Donald and 
Mary McTavish (Ardrishaig), 
much loved brother of Kevin, 
Angela, Annette and Donna 
and an adored uncle. Loving 
partner of Sharon. A good 
friend to many, who will be 
sadly missed by all who knew 
him. Funeral service will be 
held in Ardrishaig Parish 
Church, today Friday, January 
18, 2019, at 12.00 noon, there-
a� er to Achnabreac Cemetery. 
All friends are respectfully 
invited to attend.

RYAN - Annie (née Graham). 
Peacefully passed away at  
Erskine Glasgow Home on 
January 10, 2019. Annie belov-
ed wife of the late Jack, much 
loved mum to Douglas, Kath 
and the late Barry, proud gran 
to Grant, Alex and Emma and a 
loving sister to Jessie and the 
late Duncan.  Funeral service 
will be held at Strontian Parish 
Church, Anaheilt, Strontian, 
PH36 4HZ on Friday January 
25, at 1pm therea� er to 
Drimnatorran Cemetery at 
2pm to which all family and 
friends are welcome.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACPHERSON - Margaret 
and family would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for the many 
cards, phone calls and � oral 
tributes following the death of 
Hugh. � ank you to those who 
travelled near and far to pay 
their last respects at Dunoon 
and also to those who came to 
Cladhamhuilin cemetery.
MUNRO - Danny, Margaret, 
Gerald and Evelyn would like 
to sincerely thank all family 
and friends for joining them 
in the Memorial Service for 
their loving son and brother 
who sadly died suddenly in 
Denmark. Grateful thanks 
for the very many kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received personally and by 
card. Heartfelt thanks to Fr 
Danny Convery for a very 
comforting service, organist 
Margaret, Frank for his 
assistance, John who delivered 
a tribute in Allan’s memory 
and James who recorded 
the service for Allan’s family 
in Denmark. � anks to 
McLellan’s Funeral Directors 
for their guidance and to the 
Bridge Cafe for the excellent 
catering following the service. 
Finally, thanks to all who 
generously donated £474 to 
Mary’s Meals.
CORSON - � ank you to 
the Mallaig community for 
supporting both Bobby and 
Jessie Corson over the last few 
years, enabling them to stay 
in the home they loved.  Dad 
had been having care at home 
by a group of patient ladies. 
Having spent a week of good 
quality time with him I really 
appreciate that Nancy and her 
colleagues cared for Dad and 
me over his last week, nothing 
was too much bother. � anks 
to Dr Iain and Mary Boyles 

from the Medical Centre who 
were constantly at our side to 
ensure the Dad was settled 
and not in pain. All visits were 
interspersed with interesting 
stories and memories from the 
last 27 years, something only 
possible from living together 
in a small village. I will always 
be indebted to the quality of 
care both my parents have 
received.
Finally, how does one bury the 
undertaker?  Because of his 
profession Dad had thought 
about this and had discussed 
it with Father Stan, myself, 
Scott, Linnie and John from 
McLellan’s. I would like to 
think we followed his wishes 
to the best of our abilities. 
� anks to Scott, Linnie and 
John for being by my side 
before and a� er Dad passed 
away.  � anks to Father Stan, 
Rev Alan Lamb for their kind 
and sincere words and to my 
cousin Barry Hutchinson 
who once again lightened 
the sad day with an amusing 
eulogy. � ank you to all 
that travelled at such short 
notice at Christmas time 
to say goodbye to Bobby at 
the graveside and for one 
� nal time at the Chlachain. 
Donations received are shared 
between the Mackintosh 
and the Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue with whom he had 
been a team member in his 
younger years. 
MACKINTOSH - Vince, Islay 
and Campbell would like to 
express their appreciation and 
thanks to all family, friends and 
neighbours for the kindness, 
sympathy and support shown 
to them following their sad 
loss of Clare. Grateful thanks 
to Lochaber District Nurses, 
Lochaber Macmillan Nurses 
and Marie Curie Nurses 
who cared for Clare during 
her illness. Special thanks to 
Rev Stewart A Mackay and 
Rev Malcolm Kinnear for 
conducting Clare’s comforting 
service at Nether Lochaber 
Parish Church and at the 
graveside.  To McDonald 
Brothers, Inverlochy for the 
excellent � ower arrangements 
and to David, Susan and 
Val Heron at � e Four 
Seasons Restaurant for their 
outstanding hospitality both 
before and a� er the funeral.  
To the Royal Regiment of 
Scotland for providing an 
immaculately turned out 

bearer party and Piper 
Captain Martin Macdonald 
for his � tting pipe tunes 
throughout the funeral. To 
� e Royal British Legion Fort 
William Branch for providing 
support to the family during 
this di�  cult time. � anks to 
all those who travelled from 
near and far to say goodbye 
to Clare and to all who 
generously donated £593.64 
to Lochaber District Nurses. 
Finally, thanks to Scott, Linnie, 
Stuart and Peter at John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
for their professionalism, 
care and assistance, ensuring 
that Clare’s and the family’s 
requests were ful� lled for 
Clare’s special send o� .

MEMORIAMS
BRIGHTMORE – In loving 
memory of my dear father, Eric 
who died January 8, 2009 and 
my dear mother Mary, who 
died January 21, 2000. Loved 
and remembered every day.
- Catherine, John, Clair and 
John, Corpach.
CAMPBELL - Precious mem-
ories of our mother Marion, 
who died January 17, 1997. 
Loved and remembered always.
- Lorne and Kathie, Eriskay 
and Alasdair, Christine and 
family, Blairgowrie.
CRAWFORD - In memory of 
Jessie, died January 20, 1995, a 
dear mother and gran.
Sadly missed.
- � e family.
GALBRAITH - In lov-
ing memory of George of 
Drum� ngal, Dervaig, Mull, 
who died on January 20, 1995.
- From Brenda, Christine, 
Duncan and Andrew.
LYNN - Winnifred. My 
darling wife, died January 23, 
2016. So sorely missed. 2019 
would have been our Diamond 
Anniversary.
- Forever loved Colin.
LYNN - In everlasting memo-
ry of my dear sister Win, who 
passed away January 23, 2016 
a� er many years of illness 
bravely borne.
Always remembered.
- Kate and family.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear mum Susie 
(née MacKin), who passed 
away January 19, 2018.
Forever in our hearts.
- From all the family.

MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear brother 
Willie (Glencoe), who passed 
away ten years ago. Loved and 
remembered always.
- Maimie and Kathleen and 
families.
MACDOUGALL - In mem-
ory of our dearly loved son 
Duncan, who is in our thoughts 
each and every day. Tragically 
taken from us on January 18, 
2018.
Remembering you is easy,
we do it every day,
but missing you is heartache,
that never goes away.
- Mum and Dad
MACMILLAN - Treasured 
memories of David (Herc), 
beloved partner, son, brother 
and friend, who died January 
21, 2016.
Forever in our hearts.
- Janet, Dad, Margaret and 
family.
MACRAE - Precious memo-
ries of Len a loving husband, 
dad and grampa, who died Jan 
18, 2003. Loved and remem-
bered every day.
- Love Kate and families xx
POTTER - Precious memories 
of our youngest daughter and 
sister Jennifer Jane, tragically 
killed January 20, 2001, aged 
17.
Loved and missed.
- Mum, Coogie and family xxx.
POTTER - Always remem-
bering my dear granddaughter 
Jennifer, who died on January 
20, 2001.
- Love from Nana. xx
POTTER - Fond memories of 
Jennifer, who died on January 
20, 2001.
- Aunty Irene and family. xx
POTTER - Treasured memo-
ries of our dear niece and cous-
in Jennifer, who died tragically 
on January 20, 2001.
- Stephen, Kirsty, Findlay and 
Susannah. xx
ROBERTSON - In loving 
memory of the late Mary 
Robertson (née Simpson), wife 
of the late Iain MacKinnon 
Robertson of 5 Rock� eld Road, 
Tobermory, who passed away 
on January 9, 2015. She is sadly 
missed and dearly loved by 
her daughter Marion and son 
Niall, sisters Annie (Capewell) 
and the late Katie (Weatherall) 
and all her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.



Born: December 6, 1934. 
Died: November 16, 2018.

Bill was born and bred in 
Strathpe� er. His mother and 
master carpenter father had 
another three sons

Wartime was an exciting 
time for the four youngsters 
and, following requisition 
of the family home by 
ATS and later the Seaforth 
Highlanders, their memories 
of the period included reg-
ular security checks as they 
trudged to Sunday School and 
the Boys’ Brigade, the sound 
of bombers overhead, gas 
masks accompanying school 
bags and the BBC Home 
Service 9 o’clock news every 
night.

Also recalled was the old 
gentleman appointed as 
replacement for the primary 
school head teacher and 
whose predilection for 
gardening clearly in� uenced 
Bill in later life, coaxing an 
annual crop of strawberries.

With west of Scotland 
ancestry including grand-
parents from Oban and 
Bunessan on the Isle of Mull, 
the sea was, from a very early 
age, in Bill’s blood. During 
the period 1950-51, he twice 
attended Moray Sea School, 
co-founded a year before by 
Kurt Hahn and whose maxim 
- ‘� ere is more to us than we 
know. If we can be made to 
see it, perhaps for the rest of 
our lives we will be unwilling 
to settle for less’ - was to 
become a tenet for the rest of 
Bill’s life.

At 16 years old he joined 
the Shell Tanker Company 
as a deck apprentice and 
for the next 20 years, while 
traversing the globe honing 
and practising his navigation 
skills, he gazed upwards won-
drously to the star-studded 
night skies – visible in all its 
glory only from the world’s 
mid oceans, engendering a 
lifelong passion for the con-
stellations and planets.

In 1966, in continuance of 
his studies and as a means 
to supplement income, part-
time teaching Lossiemouth 
� shermen and at Lossie High 
School, he was introduced 
to Frances, a daughter of the 
then Provost of Lossiemouth.

author – the late Ronnie 
MacIntyre - was advocating 
the establishment of a Second 
World War commemorative 
venture. In time, Ronnie and 
Bill set about researching and 
collecting war photographs 
and related paraphernalia.  
� ey enlisted a network of 
volunteer supporters, result-
ing in the opening of a display 
in a George Street shop, while 
feeding Bill’s passion for the 
sea and a fascination of pho-
tography, duly spiced with a 
sense of history.

During the next 11 years, 
however, such was the success 
of the venture, that a series 
of ever larger premises was 
needed. � is culminated 
in the establishment of a 
small Oban War and Peace 
Museum and, with Bill as its 
curator, while located on the 
North Pier, it was to be visited 
by HM the Queen.

With the aid of lottery and 
other grant funding, a now 
permanent home was estab-
lished at the old Oban Times 
building on the Corran 
Esplanade, featuring photo-
graphs, artefacts and other 
memorabilia covering local 
history and the war years.

It was when Frances 
started music studies and 
teacher training at Glasgow 
University that Bill discov-
ered, to his great delight, ac-
cess to its library and that of 
the Mitchell nearby, spending 
many happy hours in research 
of both war and genealogy, 
leading to his production of 
family trees for both sides of 
his and Frances’s families and 
ever more material for the 
War and Peace museum.

Around 2008, he discovered 
Glasgow’s tallship – the 1896 
Clyde-built restored sailing 
vessel the barque Glenlee - 
berthed only a few minutes 
walk from the university 
and he soon enlisted as a 
volunteer. With the vessel 
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THOUGHT 
for the week

‘He will be so 
remembered with 
great a� ection by 
most as truly ‘an 
old man of the 
sea’.’

Born: September 1, 1948
Died: November 20, 2018

Captain William (Bill) Grant.

How do you show who 
you really are?
I’ve just sent o�  for a new 
passport and I had to go to 
great lengths to prove my 
identity. I sent in my birth 
certi� cate, driving licence, 
bank statement, electricity 
bill, payslip and a couple 
of photographs signed by 
a reputable witness, so 
that the agency issuing the 
passport can be sure about 
my name, nationality and 
address.

I suppose it is right 
that the people who issue 
o�  cial documents take 
real care to avoid false 
or misleading claims. 
However, I don’t have 
to prove my identity to 
my family and friends. 
� ey don’t need to see a 
passport or driving licence. 
� ey recognise me by my 
appearance, my words and 
my actions. Quite simply, 
they know me.

We don’t need docu-
ments, letters or certi� cates 
to prove who we are to 
God. He knows us already. 
We’re part of the family.

‘Lord, you have searched 
me and you know me,’ the 
Psalmist says, and Jesus 
promised: ‘Everyone who 
my Father gives me will 
come to me. I will never 
turn away anyone who 
comes to me.’

We’re known, we’re 
loved and we’re included 
because Jesus has done 
all that is needed to make 
us welcome. Simply by 
coming to him in faith we 
are guaranteed a welcome. 
His is a kingdom with 
open borders and no 
immigration control.

Loving, welcoming and 
including people as Jesus 
did should be the hallmark 
of his friends as well. 
We are supposed to be 
recognisable by our love. ‘If 
you have love for another, 
everyone will know that 
you are my disciples,’ Jesus 
said.

Since he said that to a 
troublesome, argumenta-
tive and diverse group of 
friends, he knew what a 
challenge that would be. 
But in God’s kingdom you 
don’t need to show your 
passport – you just need to 
show your love.

Rev Richard Baxter,
Fort William: 

Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
and Kilmonivaig Parish 

Churches.

� ey married two years later 
and, until the arrival of their 
sons, their happiest times 
were when Frances seized the 
opportunity to accompany 
her husband aboard the var-
ious oil tankers in which he 
sailed as a deck o�  cer during 
world-girdling voyages. 
Shortly a� er, however, the 
pressures of a young family 
led to Bill forsaking the sea  in 
favour of studies at Aberdeen 
University to attain formal 
teaching quali� cations.

With fond memories of 
childhood Oban holidays, 
on qualifying he delighted in 
his appointment as teacher 
of nautical subjects at Oban 
High School – one of only 
six Scottish schools at the 
time o� ering this specialised 
subject.

Settling in Oban with his 
young family, Bill quickly de-
veloped a reputation for naval 
discipline in the classroom, 
much appreciated in the later 
lives of ex-pupils and usually 
rewarded in the form of the 
very freshest of � sh during 
evening strolls around Oban’s 
harbour.

Bill’s sea legs were main-
tained, especially during 
school holidays when, again 
as a means to supplement in-
come, he would take on tem-
porary positions including 
command of the Lundy Ferry, 
a North Sea ‘rig boat’, weekly 
remote island ventures while 
transporting cruising orni-
thologists and helping at the 
nearby marina at Kilmelfort.

In time and as a money 
saving measure, Highland 
Regional Council dropped  
nautical from the school 
curriculum, causing Bill to 
settle for teaching mainly 
maths. But he was regularly 
called upon to act as a 
‘stand-in’  when charged with 
alternative subjects including 
art and modern studies.

With retirement from the 
classroom, Bill returned to 
sea for a year serving aboard 
a pollution control vessel 
and later, while applying his 
seafaring skills to good use in 
the form of a Royal Yachting 
Association instructor 
and examiner, he chanced 
upon and responded to an 
Oban Times letter whose 

relocated to a berth adjacent 
to the newly-opened (mid 
2011) Glasgow Museum of 
Transport at Riverside, Bill 
continued his research relat-
ed duties mainly on matters 
concerning the vessel’s navi-
gation, tramp trading routes, 
ports of call and cargoes 
carried during her 23 years 
a commercial ‘windjammer’ 
drawn down from her old 
rough, deck and o�  cial log-
books and other sources.

Many of the descriptive 
material and artefacts to be 
found aboard Glenlee today 
are a result of Bill’s dedication 
to this particularly exacting 
and time consuming work. 
Only recently he received a 
much-treasured letter from 
the chief executive of the 
Clyde Maritime Trust com-
mending him for his invalu-
able and unique contribution 
to its history.

� roughout his life, Bill 
recorded probably tens of 
thousands of interesting 
snippets and observations in 
notebooks, all duly retained 
for posterity.

At his memorial service 
in Oban Parish Church on 
November 23 2018, many 
leaves from his stock of 
notebooks were placed on 
the pews with the request 
that attendees append their 
re� ections of Bill and his 
life. Relatives and friends 
concluded: ‘An iceberg: � ere 
is so much more to him 
beneath the surface.’ From 
an ex-pupil: ‘Inspirational.’ 
From Canadian relatives: 
‘Kind, funny, thoughtful, 
interesting, steadfast and ever 
present, expected to go on 
forever.’ From a brother: ‘A 
custodian of family tradition 
with a keen sense of history.’ 
And from his co-workers 
and others: ‘Meticulous - yes, 
meticulous!’

Bill is survived by his wife, 
with whom he celebrated 50 
years of marriage a few weeks 
before his death, three sons, 
two grandsons and three 
brothers.

It was not too long ago Bill 
declared that as a seafarer, 
he had been blessed with 
20/20/20 vision; 20 years at 
sea, 20 years’ teaching and 20 
years’ volunteering.
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Dougie MacIntyre named 
new Oban Celtic manager 

Oban Celtic committee member Davie Hamilton, centre, � anked by 
new management team Les Kinvig, left, and Dougie MacIntyre. 

Oban Celtic have con� rmed Dougie 
MacIntyre has been appointed their 
new � rst team manager.

Dougie takes over ahead of Oban 
Celtic’s third season in the Marine 
Harvest National Division and  
will be assisted by Les Kinvig who 
was involved with the Oban Celtic 
reserves last season. 

� e duo replace Kenny 
Wotherspoon who stepped down 
a� er three years in charge during 
which he led the side to the Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 title 
followed by a sixth and then a � � h-
place � nish in the Marine Harvest 
National Division. 

Although Dougie MacIntyre has 
not previously managed at a senior 
level, he can call on his playing days 
at the highest level with town rivals 
Oban Camanachd.  

Oban Celtic’s Davie Hamilton 
said: ‘Dougie brings with him a 
wealth of experience from his play-
ing days. He knows how to play the 
game and can put that across to the 
boys. I’m sure they will take to him 
and they’ve been very positive about 
the appointment. 

‘Dougie has been there and done 
it and although he’s not managed a 
senior side, his assistant Les (Kinvig) 
has experience of running a team so 
I’m sure they will do well together 
for Oban Celtic next season.’ 

Dougie was one of the � nest 
players of his era and is best known 
for his days with Oban Camanachd. 
He played a major part in their 1996 
Camanachd Cup success when they 
beat Kingussie 3-2 in a thrilling 
centenary � nal at the Bught Park, 
Inverness.

Oban Camanachd were trailing 
2-0 in the � nal before MacIntyre 
scored twice to level the match at 
the break. His brother, Gordon 
MacIntyre,  bagged the winner 
midway through the second half. 

Dougie MacIntyre represented  
Oban Celtic as a youth player in his 
early days, however.  

Oban Celtic started training at 
the Oban High School all-weather 
pitch on � ursday January 10. 
� e � ursday sessions take place 
between 7.30pm and 9pm. � ey 
have also added Tuesday sessions 
between 6pm and 7pm at the same 
venue. Oban Celtic’s � rst team 
pre-season programme begins 
with a match against Glengarry on 
Saturday February 2, with the venue 
to be con� rmed. 

� ey follow that up a week later 
with the annual Robert Wylie 
Memorial Cup match when they 
play Taynuilt at Taynuilt Sports 

Field. Oban Celtic also take on 
Inveraray on Saturday February 23, 
with the venue for that match also 
still to be con� rmed.   

Oban Celtic have also con� rmed 
they will continue with a second 
team in Marine Harvest South 
Division 2 next season. � is will give 
their senior side a valuable back-up 
and help continue to develop the 
club’s younger players. 

Daniel Cameron 
continues as Oban 
Camanachd captain
Daniel Cameron will again captain 
Oban Camanachd for the 2019 
shinty season. 

� e versatile Daniel is the choice 
of new manager Stephen Sloss. It 
will be a second season as skipper 
for Daniel a� er leading the side to 
Scottish Sea Farms Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup success last term.

Daniel Cameron has been one of 
Oban Camanachd’s most promi-
nent players in recent seasons and 
although he missed the 2018 shinty 
/hurling international against 
Ireland, he has been a regular in the 
Scotland squad in recent years. He 
will be a popular leader in the Oban 
Camanachd camp.

Oban Camanachd will look to bet-
ter last season’s � � h-placed � nish in 
the Marine Harvest Premiership, as 
well as defending the Scottish Sea 
Farms Glasgow Celtic Society Cup.  

Lochaber re-advertise 
management posts
Lochaber have re-advertised for 
� rst and second team managers for 
the 2019 shinty season. � e club’s 

original advert last month hasn’t 
attracted any suitable candidates 
so they continue their search for 
replacements for Lachlan Campbell, 
who � nished last season in charge 
of the Lochaber seniors, and John 
Fraser, who led their second team. 

Anyone interested should contact 
Aeleen Campbell on 07760 155313 
or email aleenrecampbel@hotmail.
co.uk. Alternatively they can contact 
John Delaney by email at johndelne-
vis@gmail.com  

Despite not having a boss, 
Lochaber are still putting a pre-sea-
son schedule together. � ey travel 
to Cannich on Saturday February 9 
to play Strathglass with the annual 
Murdo MacKenzie Memorial Cup 
at stake. Lochaber will play Skye 
Camanachd a week later. � at 
match is scheduled for Spean Bridge 
but could be switched to Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree, if the weather isn’t 
favourable. � ere are another couple 
of � xtures in the pipeline, but they 
are not yet con� rmed.

Lochaber Ladies have organised 
three pre-season friendlies, all 
at home if the weather allows. 
Glenurquhart Ladies visit Spean 
Bridge on Sunday January 27 with 
Fort William and Strathspey pro-
viding the opposition the following 
two Sundays. 

Kilmallie prepare      
for top � ight
New Kilmallie manager John 
Stewart is getting his squad ready 

for a return to the Marine Harvest 
Premiership.  

Training is already under way. 
It got o�  to a great start with more 
than 30 players attending both of the 
� rst week’s sessions. 

Kilmallie have arranged a friendly 
match against Inverness at the 
Bught Park on Saturday February 9. 
� row-up is at 1pm. 

� ey then travel to face Beauly at 
Braeview Park on Saturday February 
16 with a noon start.

Kilmallie’s � nal pre-season test is a 
clash with neighbours Fort William 
at Canal Parks on Saturday February 
23 with the BSW Cup at stake.

It has been a sad time for everyone 
connected with Kilmallie as, last 
Saturday, they attended the funeral 
of Lynsey MacPherson, wife of 
former manager Mark MacPherson. 
Many people from throughout the 
shinty world paid their respects.  

Skye Camanachd 
seconds management 
arrangements
Skye Camanachd have con� rmed 
their new second team management 
arrangements for the new shinty 
season. 

Kenny MacLeod, who led the side 
last term, has stepped up to take 
over the � rst team along with Allan 
MacLeod. He has been replaced 
by a pool of coaches who will look 
a� er the reserves. � e pool includes 
David Grant, Iain Murray, David 
Pringle and Ewen MacKinnon and 
the monthly arrangement will be 

co-ordinated by club vice president 
� omas Wilson.

� e model is one similar to that 
operated by the Kingussie second 
team last season.

Skye will host their inter-island 
Ewen Morrison Memorial Cup 
match at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree, 
on Saturday February 2. � ey then 
play Lovat for the George Michie 
Memorial Cup at Pairc nan Laoch, 
Portree, a week later. Skye round o�  
their pre-season against Lochaber at 
Spean Bridge on Saturday February 
16, although that match will be re-
versed to Portree if the weather isn’t 
favourable. � ey are then away to 
Kinlochshiel on the � nal Saturday 
of February.     

Ballachulish 
management team
Ballachulish will be led by a man-
agement team of Morgan Smith and 
Alan ‘Pele’ Clark in Marine Harvest 
South Division 1 next season. 

� e club, who will be captained by 
Cain MacPhee, are putting together 
their pre-season � xtures.  

Glengarry 
tournament
� ere will be a full house at 
Glengarry’s annual indoor tour-
nament to contest the Johnstone 
Rose Bowl at the Nevis Centre, Fort 
William, on Saturday January 26.

Skye Camanachd Ladies were win-
ners in 2018, beating Badenoch and 
Strathspey in the � nal. Badenoch 
and Strathspey were successful 12 
months earlier but Skye won the 
tournament in 2014, 2015 and 2016, 
making them the team to beat. 

� ere will also be a player of the 
tournament award, won by Skye’s 
Caitlin Maclean last year.

� e competition starts at noon.
� e Johnstone Rose Bowl was do-

nated to Glengarry Girls Shinty Club 
in 1998 - a year a� er the team was 
formed - by Mrs Ailsa Johnstone of 
DA Johnstone and Son Contractors, 
Invergarry, which have been loyal 
sponsors since.

Same again at 
Newtonmore
It’s same again following 
Newtonmore’s annual general 
meeting at the Balavil Hotel.

� ere is no surprise that following 
a season in which the Newtonmore 

New Oban Camanachd 
manager Stephen Sloss has 
named Kenny Wotherspoon as 
his assistant manager ahead 
of the 2019 shinty season.

Kenny comes into the post 
with three years’ experience 
managing Oban Celtic, the 
last two of which were in 
the Marine Harvest National 
Division.

More in next week’s Oban 
Times, Thursday January 24.

Oban Camanachd 
assistant manager
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We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded. When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 
noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given for entries received after the 
deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, Oban by 
the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The fi nal decision rests with 
the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company. 
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time. 
Winners agree to have their photograph taken for publicity purposes. 
Winners’ names and home towns will appear in the newspaper. Employees 
of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter. We will protect 
your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements 
of this competition. Entry data will be deleted/destroyed within 30 days 
of the competition entry deadline and in a manner appropriate to GDPR 
regulations. Entrant’s details will not be used for any other activity’.

THIS WEEK’S
JACKPOT

£900
SP T THE 
SHINTY BALL

Name .............................................................................................................
Address .........................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................
Tel No. ...........................................................................................................

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may enter 
on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your 
crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban 
Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST 
WEEK’S 
SHINTY 
BALL WAS 
HERE...

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
 ...........................................................................................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(only if posting)

This week’s nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:
A MacLullich
Tarbert
A MacDonald
Oban

� rst team won the Premiership, the  
Camanachd Cup and the MacTavish 
Cup, Paul John MacKintosh stays on 
as � rst team manager. � e Macaulay 
Cup was the only trophy that eluded 
the senior side.

Newtonmore have pre-season 
friendly matches against Caberfeidh 
and Glenurquhart before they wel-
come Oban Camanachd to the Eilan 
on Saturday February 23.

Paul John MacKintosh will 
be without the retired Norman 
Campbell this season and Neil 
Stewart.

It’s the same story with the 
Newtonmore second string as 
Orsten Gardner, who led the side 
to the North Division 1, Sutherland 
Cup and Strathdearn Cup treble last 
term, remains as boss for the 2019 
season.

Kingussie Young Guns 
come out on top
� e Kingussie Young Guns li� ed the 
Bob Sinclair Memorial Trophy with 
a 5-3 New Year’s Day victory over 
the Kingussie Veterans at Market 
Stance.

� e Kingussie Veterans were win-
ners last year and although Kevin 
� ain and a John Gibson double 
meant they were never out of this 
game, Savio Genini netted twice 
for the Young Guns with Alexander 
Michie and Roddy Young also 
scoring.

� e Bob Sinclair Memorial Trophy 
was presented to Young Guns’ 
captain Robert Mabon by Sandra 
Sinclair and Donnie Grant.

Lovat make early start 
to new season
Lovat, fresh from their Lovat Cup 
win over Beauly, will be one of the 
� rst teams in action this pre-sea-
son when they play Strathglass at 
Cannich on Saturday January 19. 
Lovat have away games at Caberfeidh 
and Skye Camanachd during the 
� rst two Saturdays in February.
Fraser Gallacher’s side, boosted by 
the return of Ryan Ferguson and 
Mark Kelly and the signing of Fraser 
Heath, which compensates for the 
loss of Drew Howie who is abroad, 
� nish their pre-season at home 
to Beauly on Saturday February 
23. � at match marks the o�  cial 
opening of the club’s impressive new 
clubhouse.

Glenurquhart            
pre-season
New Glenurquhart co-managers 
Stuart MacKintosh and Eddie 
Tembo have set their side’s pre-sea-
son programme. Glenurquhart 
host Fort William at Blairbeg on 
Saturday February 9, before wel-
coming Newtonmore a week later.
Glenurquhart are o�  to Cannich 
on Saturday February 23 for their 
annual MacDonald Cup clash. � e 
Glenurquhart seconds also have a 
busy pre-season as their Inverness 
counter-parts visit Blairbeg on 
Saturday February 2. � ey follow 
that up with trips to Boleskine, 
Beauly and Strathglass the following 
three Saturdays. 

Recruitment drive
Glasgow Mid Argyll are looking to 
recruit new players for the forth-
coming 2019 shinty season.  � e 
club competes at di� erent levels 
in both men’s and women’s com-
petitions and would welcome new 
shinty players of all abilities. 

� e Glasgow Mid Argyll � rst 
team, managed this year by former 
Oban Celtic player Mark Bain, has 
had their Marine Harvest National 
Division chances boosted by the 
news that Oliver MacRae will join 
them from Kinlochshiel a� er relo-
cating to the central belt, whilst for-
mer Lochaber player John Sweeney 
is another new recruit. 

GMA visit Oban on Saturday  
February 9 when their � rst and sec-
ond teams play Oban Camanachd 
and Lochside Rovers at Moss� eld.

� e Glasgow side follow that up 
with matches against Inveraray 
and Kingussie the following two 
Saturdays. Anyone interested 
in joining GMA should either 
leave a private message on the 
club’s Facebook page or email 
GMAShinty@mail.com.

MacVicar continues in 
charge at Col Glen
Ronnie MacVicar continues as Col 
Glen team manager.

Ronnie replaced Peter Kennedy 
and Brian McNaughton at the start 
of last season and led the side to a 
� � h-place � nish in Marine South 
Division 1, only trailing Aberdour 
in fourth spot on goal di� erence. 
� e team had � nished ninth the year 
before. 

Aberdour seek          
new players
Aberdour Shinty Club are looking 
to recruit senior male and female 
players for the 2019 season.

� e club has men’s � rst and second 
teams along with a women’s side and 
a women’s development squad. If 
you would like to get involved, con-
tact Maggie at aberdourshintyclub@
gmail.com or send a personal mes-
sage to the Aberdour Shinty Club FB 
page.

Inverness awards
Inverness announced their annual 
awards at a dinner dance at the Loch 
Ness Country House Hotel.

With Allan MacLeod compering 
the evening, Arran MacMaster was 
named � rst team player of the year, 
whilst keeper Colin Fraser collected 
the second team player of the year 
prize. � e U21 player of the year 
was James MacKenzie and another 
promising youngster, Finlay Calder, 
was the U17 winner. Katie McMillan 
was the Inverness Ladies player of 
the year with Joni Kate Reid taking 
the development accolade.

� e ladies U16 player of the year 
was Caitlin Mutch and Melissa 
MacKay was awarded the U14 prize.  

Volunteer of the year Drew McNeil 
as well as Callum McLeod, Graham 
MacKay and Lynn McNeil were 
amongst others acknowledged for 
their e� orts.
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Loch Lomond          21
Oban Lorne          29 

Tennent’s West Division 2

OT

ATHLETICS

Results and � xtures
Last Saturday’s results: Scottish Cup � fth round replay 
– Oban Saints 2, Rothie Rovers 2 (aet). Rothie won 9-8 
on penalties; Jimmy Marshall Cup, � rst round  Glenburn 
Athletic 4, Campbeltown Pupils 1; Tarbert 7, Cardross 1; 
Lochgilphead Red Star, no game.
 This Saturday’s � xtures: West of Scotland Cup, 4th 
round – Oban Saints v Thorn Athletic; Premier Division 
One – Hillington v Campbeltown Pupils; Port Glasgow 
v Lochgilphead Red Star;  Premier Division Two – Villa 
Park v Tarbert  

Results and � xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Finnart 6, Under 13s 2. Scoring 
for Saints were Gabriel Tidser and Aidan MacDonald 
Cambuslang Colts 0, Under 14s 6; On target for Saints 
were Kyle Cooper (3), Innes Jackson and Andrew Nicol.
Under 15s 0,  Drumchapel 9; Ardencaple 5, Under 16s 1. 
Saints scorer was Conor Moore. 
 This Sunday’s � xtures: Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
v  Erskine Yellows; Under 15s v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Under 16s v  Winto. Rovers.     

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE

OBAN SAINTS YOUTHS

Athletic club’s indoor
competitions return
Mid Argyll Athletic Club are reminding boys and girls 
in the local area that their annual indoor competition 
takes place on Saturday January 19 in the games hall 
and gymnasium at Lochgilphead Joint Campus. The 
competition starts at noon with all entries on the day 
from 11.30am.

Specialist equipment is used for various running, 
jumping and throwing events for six age groups 
starting at under-seven up to under-
17 with age quali� cation as on September 1, 2018. An 
entry fee of £2 per competitor will be levied or £5 for 
families of three or more members.

Medals will be awarded to all competitors with 
trophies for the individual winners in each age 
category. Successful athletes will qualify to compete in 
the Argyll � nal to be held at Atlantis Leisure in Oban on 
Sunday March 24.

The Mid Argyll event on January 19 is the � rst of four 
local area competitions being held in Argyll this winter 
promoted by the local club with support from Mull 
Athletic Club, Campbeltown Running Club and Atlantis 
Leisure.

The next competition is at Tobermory High School 
on Saturday February 2, followed by Oban on Sunday 
February 24. A date has still to be con� rmed for the 
Kintyre competition at Campbeltown Grammar School 
but it is likely to be in early March.

There is an extra incentive for the under-12 boys and 
girls as teams will be selected after the Mid Argyll local 
competition to take part in the Scottish Athletics U/12 
superteams national event at the Emirates Arena in 
Glasgow on Sunday February 10.

The competition on January 19 is an ideal opportunity 
for young boys and girls to come along and try athletics 
for the � rst time in a dry and warm environment.

Under-11 high jumper Ruby Dunlop from Ardrishaig. 

08_a35MidArgyllAthletics12

Green Machine get back on track
Oban Lorne  travelled to 
Alexandria to play Loch 
Lomond on Saturday  with 
the Green Machine looking 
to get back to their winning 
ways a� er a run of defeats in 
recent games.

With a number of players 
missing due to work commit-
ments, injuries and illness, 
it was a depleted squad that 
made the journey down the 
road.

� e coaching team would 
like to publicly thank the 
MacLachlan brothers, Calum 
and Lorne, for answering an 
SOS and going above and 
beyond the call of duty to help 
out on Saturday – a measure 
of their continued commit-
ment to the club.

Lorne, seeing the number 
of call-o� s due to the sick-
ness bug doing the rounds, 
decided to travel having been 
rested for the game as he was 
carrying a bit of a shoulder 
injury. His brother Calum, 
currently recuperating from 
surgery on his knee, agreed 
to go via Lochgilphead to pick 
up Daniel Broderick, who had 
missed his connection a� er 
working a nightshi� .

Big ask
With club coach Andrew 

Johnston also having to pull 
on the boots for the � rst time 
in 18 months to make up the 
numbers in the front row, this 
was going to be a big ask.

Oban were keen to keep 
the ball away from the large 
home pack who had caused 
some problems for the Green 
Machine in the � rst � xture 
earlier in the season. 

� e Oban side were looking 
to keep the ball moving and 
attack the width utilising 
their dangerous backline.

A� er a bright start, Craig 
Wright was � rst to get on the 
scoresheet a� er 12 minutes 
with a trademark dash down 
the wing outpacing the cover 
defence for yet another try in 
a remarkable season. Finlay 
Carmichael converted the 
extras to give Oban a 7-0 lead.

Straight from the kick-o� , 
Owen McDonald showed 
exactly what Oban have been 
missing with a fantastic surge. 
Catching the kick-o�  on the 
10m line, he broke a number 
of tackles before surging into 
the home 22 and crossing 
the line for a fantastic try.  
� is time the conversion was 
missed but Oban were 12-0 
up.

Lorne were playing well, 
keeping the tempo high but 
the conditions were tricky 
and a number of knock-ons 
and handling errors were 
always going to be part of 
the game. � e Oban pack 
were struggling to secure the 
scrum with the much heavier 
Lomond eight dominating all 
day.

Time and again the Oban 
pack were marched back 
with the sheer weight of the 
Lomond pack. As a result of 
this, Oban were giving away 
penalties which were giving 
Lomond opportunities to 
clear their lines and put pres-
sure on the Oban defence.

A� er enduring a good spell 
of pressure, Oban broke out 
of defence again on the half-
hour mark and, a� er some 
good link up work, they took 
play deep into the Lomond 22. 
A� er a number of pick and 
goes McDonald was on hand 
again to crash over the line 
from � ve yards and extend 
Oban’s lead to 17 points with 
another � ne try. Carmichael 
was on target again with the 
conversion to extend the lead 
to 19-0.

Oban had their tails up and 

were soon to extend their 
lead again as scrum-half 
Vasco scored a cracking try 
a� er some fantastic interplay 
between the forwards and 
backs. Keeping the ball mov-
ing with o�  oads out of the 
tackle and some great lines of 
running by the backs created 
the space and the Bulgarian 
international was on hand to 
take the Oban lead out to 24 
points while at the same time 
securing the bonus point try.

� is brought an end to the 
� rst half with Oban leading 
24-0. � e coaching team 
made one change at half-time 
with Daniel Broderick replac-
ing Lorne MacLachlan.

Capitalise
Oban were soon to extend 

their lead early in the second 
half when Craig Wright was 
quick to capitalise on a poor 
Lomond kick out of defence 
and ran the ball in for his 
second try of the game.

A mistake in � elding 
the kick-o�  gave Lomond 
possession of the ball and 
they came hard at the Oban 
defence with a number of 
pick and goes. Some resilient 
Oban defending was eventu-
ally beaten when the big prop 
crashed over the line a� er 50 
minutes.

With the Oban pack under 
pressure at every scrum, 
Lomond were able to keep 
turning the screw and Oban 
spent most of the second 
half defending with the odd 
break out of defence but never 
threatening the Lomond line 
again.

Coach Johnston lasted till 
the 70th minute before leav-
ing the pitch with a shoulder 
injury and this forced a bit of 
a reshu�  e with MacLachlan 
returning to the � eld again. 

With � ve minutes of the 
match remaining, Lomond 
were pressing the Oban line 
with Oban defending well 

putting bodies on the line 
time and again.

� ere were some fantastic 
tackles going in but there 
were also some lapses which 
ended with a number of pen-
alties being awarded to Loch 
Lomond. 

From one of these penalties, 
Lomond surged over the line 
again with their big guys 
really hard to stop when they 
get a run on the ball from � ve 
yards out.  Scrum-half Vasco 
injured his knee in defending 
this and looks like he is going 
to miss the next few weeks.

It was all Loch Lomond in 
the last few minutes but the 

Oban Lorne pictured after 
their win over Loch Lomond.

Six coaches from Oban Lorne RFC 
and Etive Vikings RFC attended 
a world rugby � rst aid in rugby 
Level 1 course last Sunday at Oban 
Lorne’s Glencruitten clubhouse. 

 � e course was delivered by 
Ailsa McAleer from Lochaber 
RFC, who has recently quali� ed 
as a First Aid Coach Educator 

Oban Lorne 
hold World 
Rugby � rst 
aid course
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Green Machine get back on track

Oban defence held up well to 
repel the Lomond charges.

� e referee was losing 
patience with the number of 
penalties being given away by 
Oban as they were throwing 
themselves into every tackle 
desperately trying to protect 
their line.

With the last movement 
of the game he awarded 
Lomond a penalty try because 
of persistent infringements 
by Oban as they defended 
their line gallantly against the 
massive Lomond pack.

With the � nal score Loch 
Lomond 21, Oban Lorne  29 
it was a very satis� ed coach 

who gathered the team at the 
� nal whistle to thank them 
for a fantastic performance. 
� ey had stepped up to the 
mark and came away with a 
bonus-point victory against 
a team that historically has 
always been a very tough 
� xture in recent years.

Excelling
Some stand-out perfor-

mances from a number of 
players across the team, 
Stanley Lister time and 
again stripping ball, big Eric 
Roberts smashing into tack-
les, young Kieron Morrison 
again excelling in the back 
row, scrum-half Vasco ener-

gising the team with his  chat, 
Ferg McCoss showing some 
great footwork to create space 
out wide, Craig Wright con-
stantly threatens whenever he 
gets ball in space but the man 
of the match performance was 
from the Owen McDonald. 
He was outstanding all day in 
attack and defence and it was 
great to have him back in the 
team.

� is win moves Oban Lorne 
up to second position in 
the league as they overtook 
Uddingston who were defeat-
ed by league leaders Lenzie on 
Saturday.

Oban will be looking to 

cement second place when 
they welcome Uddingston 
to Glencruitten at 2pm on 
Saturday for a massive game.

Players would love to have 
a big home support for 
Saturday and as such are hop-
ing to attract any ex-players 
to the club for a free pie and a 
pint at half-time in the game. 
Let’s get along and support 
the boys as they look to over-
turn the defeat down the road 
earlier in the season.

Oban Lorne U14s also play 
at home this Saturday against 
Mid Argyll – kick-o�  noon.

by World Rugby and the Scottish 
Rugby Union.

Coaches on the day completed 
practical and theory-based tasks 
that will allow them to go back into 
their rugby environments with 
increased con� dence when dealing 
with � rst aid situations.

Clubs in Argyll and Bute take 
player welfare very seriously with 
Sunday’s course being just one of 
several measures clubs are taking 
to ensure  safe club 
set-up for all play-
ers and members.

� anks go to 
Ailsa for deliver-
ing the course and 
to Oban Lorne’s 
Andrew Johnston 
for putting all of 
the arrangements 
in place.

Lochgilphead’s 
MACPool has a
new manager
Lochgilphead’s MACPool has � nally found a new 
manager.

Taking over from Graham Love, who left the pool 
in July 2018, Lochgilphead local Fiona Macalpine 
will now be managing the Mid Argyll Community 
swimming pool.

With chairwoman Kim Ritchie introducing her with 
the words ‘new start, new year, new team’, Fiona 
enjoyed her � rst cup of co� ee on the job.

Fiona said: ‘I’m just getting in the door and � nding 
my feet, looking to continue the progress that the 
pool has been making so far and hopefully moving on 
to bigger and better things.’

Fiona has made this change after working at Argyll 
College UHI, working with all the schools, timetabling 
the whole college.

She said: ‘That was 17 years I’d been with the college 
so this will be a nice change.’

And it seems Fiona has some history with the pool.
She said: ‘When the pool � rst opened, I was one 

of the � rst lifeguards. So it’s like coming back to it. 
Swimming has always been there.’

MACPool board member Lynn Johnstone said: 
‘We’re overjoyed to have her on board.’

Chairwoman Kim said: ‘The whole of the board are 
delighted to have her onboard and looking forward 
to working with her on the redevelopment into 2019.’

The 22-year-old MACPool’s redevelopment is ongo-
ing, with 2018’s annual general meeting in December 
con� rming plans for the £1.5 million renovation to the 
MACPool. With a Scottish Land Fund grant of £315,788 
o� ered in April, MACPool has the ability to buy the 
land it sits on and the surrounding buildings.

The plan is to take over the adjoining Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau o�  ces, to expand the MACPool 
building and create a soft play area and a cafe. With 
the added land the square outside the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau gives, there is also talk to adding more 
parking spaces.

Proposed changes also include upgrading the pool 
itself and the changing areas as well as a new public 
gallery.

In March, Kim Ritchie told the Argyllshire Advertiser: 
‘We see MACPool as being an essential asset to the 
community. We have been keeping our guard in 
the swim now for 22 years and we want to do it for 
another 22 years.

‘We think that by doing this expansion and giving 
these extra services we are going to provide an even 
better and more varied service to the people of Mid 
Argyll.’

New MACPool manager, Fiona Macalpine. 51_a02Macpool04

Lifeguard Jack Johnson, board chairwoman Kim Ritchie, acting manager Kirsty 
Young, board member Lynn Johnstone, new manager Fiona Macalpine and 
lifeguard Skye Bruce. 51_a02Macpool01
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Oban Saints  1
Rothie Rovers 1
2-2 after extra time
Rothie won 9-8 on pens
Scottish Cup – � fth round replay

Saints pay the penalty as they 
crash out of Scottish Cup

Daniel Croarkin is congratulated on his goal.

Jamie Graham congratulates Dene Cassells after his late 
equaliser.

Oban Saints and Rothie 
Rovers from Aberdeenshire 
kept a large crowd at 
Glencruitten richly en-
tertained on Saturday in 
a Scottish Amateur Cup 
� � h round replay which 
ultimately required a penalty 
shoot-out to decide the win-
ner. A� er a goal a piece in the 
90 minutes, followed by the 
same again in extra time, it 
was Rothie goalkeeper Lewis 
Milne who emerged the hero 
by saving two Saints penalties 
to give his side a 9-8 shoot-out 
victory and clinch a place in 
the last 16.

Saints made three changes 
to the starting 11 from the 
previous week’s draw in 
Rothienorman with Ruaridh 
Horne, Matthew Kelly and 
Donald Campbell coming 
in at the expense of Jamie 
Graham, David Beaton and 
James Ford, who all dropped 
to the bench where they 
had Dougal Graham, Fraser 
MacFarlane and Shaun 
MacIver for company.

Saints kicked o�  attacking 
the railway line end in dull 
and wet conditions on a 
Glencruitten surface which 
had once again been pains-
takingly prepared by Argyll 
and Bute Council grounds-
man Ian Hay.

Scott Maitland and Lewis 
Cameron had some early joy 
on the le�  for Saints with 

Maitland swinging over a 
dangerous second minute 
cross which Lewis Milne in 
the Rothie goal did well to 
hold under pressure from 
Craig MacEwan.

� ree minutes later Milne 
produced the � rst of a string 
of excellent saves, getting 
down smartly to his right to 
hold a Lewis Cameron shot 
a� er the Saints wide man had 
beaten Gavin Smart to cut in 
from the le� .

Set pieces
Rothie’s main threat was 

to come from set pieces and 
a tug on the shirt of Jake 
Stewart by Craig MacEwan 
gave the very impressive 
Rothie skipper Keith Walker 
the chance to put the ball into 
the danger area looking for 
the head of central defender 
Mark � omson. Graham 
Douglas beat the big man in 
the air to punch to the edge 

of the box, from where Jack 
Brown volleyed well over the 
crossbar.

In the 13th minute, Saints 
carved a way through 
the solid Rothie defence. 
However, Donald Campbell’s 
� nal ball was too far in front 
of Matthew Kelly, allowing 
Lewis Milne to come o�  his 
line to gather safely at Kelly’s 
feet.

An 18th-minute Lewis 
Cameron corner kick from 
the le�  found its way through 
to Donald Campbell at the 
back post whose cushioned 
volley back across the face 
of goal dri� ed wide of Lewis 
Milne’s right-hand post.

So o� en Saints’ saviour with 
the deadball, Willie Gemmell 
had a chance to make his 
mark in the 20th minute a� er 
Craig MacEwan had been 
hauled back on the edge of the 
box. Gemmell beat the Rothie 
wall but only succeeded in 
shaving the outside of Lewis 
Milne’s le� -hand post with 
the keeper rooted to the spot.

� e Saints pressure was 
building and they took a de-
served lead in the 23rd min-
ute when a Daniel Croarkin 
shot from 18 yards took a 
de� ection which deceived 
Lewis Milne and nestled in 
the bottom corner of the 
Rothie net.

Lewis Cameron will feel he 
should have done better from 
a good opening on the half-
hour mark but Lewis Milne 
still required two attempts to 
save Cameron’s e� ort from 
just inside the Rothie box.

It was Milne to the rescue 
once again when he pulled 
o�  the save of the match 
to � ngertip over a looping 
Donald Campbell e� ort 
from 18 yards a� er the Saints 

co-manager had escaped the 
close attentions of Gavin 
Smart and Keith Walker.

Rothie skipper Keith Walker 
went crashing to the ground 
on the edge of the Saints pen-
alty area anticipating a chal-
lenge from opposite number 
Dene Cassells which never 
came. Referee Holms, howev-
er, was taken in and awarded 
the visitors a free-kick which 
Mark � omson � icked on to 
Ryan Walker at the back post. 
Fortunately, Walker’s header 
lacked the power to seriously 
test Graham Douglas, who 
made a routine catch.

Saints survived one � nal 
Rothie set piece before the 
interval with Dene Cassells 
making a decisive clearing 
header from a Keith Walker 
le�  wing corner which Steven 
MacLeod had conceded 
under pressure from Jake 
Stewart.

Second half
� e visitors started the 

second half in determined 
mood and enjoyed a good 
spell of pressure, keeping 
Saints pinned back in their 
own half for the opening � ve 
minutes. Saints weathered 
the Rothie storm and got 
back on the front foot with 
Donald Campbell and Lewis 
Cameron both narrowly fail-
ing to � nd Craig MacEwan 
with crosses from the le� .

Craig MacEwan passed up 
a gilt-edged chance on the 
hour mark, sending a header 
straight down the throat of 
the Rothie keeper a� er a good 
give and go on the right with 
Ruaridh Horne.

Five minutes later, the 
Saints’ defence was � nally 
breached from a Rothie set 
piece when Mark � omson 
bundled home a Keith Walker 
corner kick from the le� .

� e Rothie goalscorer 
picked up a yellow card short-
ly a� er for an over-the-ball 
challenge on Craig MacEwan. 
From the resulting free-kick 
Lewis Milne saved with his 
feet to deny Donald Campbell 
from close range a� er a Craig 
MacEwan cutback from the 
le� .

Saints kept pressing for the 
winner and introduced James 
Ford in the 84th minute at the 
expense of Daniel Croarkin to 
boost their attacking options.

Despite having all of the late 
pressure, Saints struggled to 
breach the well-organised 
Rothie defence and when 
they eventually did in time 
added on for stoppages they 

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre has secured a place in 
the $7,000,000 Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship which 
started yesterday (Wednesday).

Robert said: ‘My � rst European Tour adventure is 
certainly living up to expectations.

‘After getting an exciting taste of what it’s like to play 
on the top circuit by teeing up in four events before 
the festive break, I’m o�  on my travels again – and 
can’t wait to get going once more.

‘Along with my Bounce Sport stablemates and fellow 
Challenge Tour graduates Grant Forrest and Liam 
Johnston, I’m delighted to be taking part in the Rolex 
Series Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship.

‘For the � rst time, it’s a Rolex Series event and the 
� eld at Abu Dhabi Golf Club is being headed by the 
likes of Brooks Koepka, Dustin Johnson, Tommy 
Fleetwood and Henrik Stenson.

‘Playing in those four events at the end of last year 
has given me a bit of a headstart, especially after 
making the cut in the Honma Hong Kong Open then 
� nishing joint 15th in both the South African Open and 
the Alfred Dunhill Championship.

‘Hopefully, I can perform well in Abu Dhabi, too, as 
that would really set me up for the rest of the season. 
Everyone is going to be a bit ring rusty so, if there’s 
ever a week to play well, it would be probably be this 
week.

‘I’ve always believed in myself, as have the team 
around me. It’s just about seeing the results and the 
belief that I’ve got from three of my � rst four events is 
huge. In each of them, I could quite easily have been 
top � ve with the position I was in going into the last 
round.

‘I always said that I wouldn’t realise what I achieved 
by earning a European Tour card until I got paired with 
a big name and to have Ernie Els as a playing partner 
in three rounds and also play with Charl Schwartzel in 
one of those in South Africa was really special.

‘It was good, of course, to spend some time at home 
over Christmas and New Year and I just chilled out with 
the majority of the family. Hogmanay was a tame one, 
just spending it in the house with my mum and dad – 
but we can still have a party if we win tournaments!

‘As I head out at the start of my 2019 campaign, it’s 
about continuing to do what I did at end of last year. 
It’s going to be good and hopefully I can get going by 
posting some good scores in Abu Dhabi.’

Robert’s fantastic 40-foot putt he holed in the Foshan 
Open is a candidate for the Challenge Tour Shot of the 
Year 2018.  

MacIntyre tees
o�  in Abu Dhabi 

Glencruitten golfer Robert MacIntyre.
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday January 17, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.56 3.1 08.04 1.7 
 15.00 3.4 20.48 1.6
Fri 03.08 3.3 09.16 1.5 
 15.53 3.6 21.44 1.3
Sat 04.01 3.6 10.19 1.2 
 16.39 3.8 22.35 1.0
Sun 04.48 3.8 11.14 1.0 
 17.22 4.0 23.23 0.7
Mon 05.33 4.0 12.04 0.7 
 18.04 4.0  **.** *.*
Tues 00.10 0.5 06.16 4.2 
 12.52 0.6 18.45 4.1
Wed 00.56 0.4 06.59 4.2 
 13.38 0.6 19.27 4.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 6ºC.
Friday 
Light cloud and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 5ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
3ºC to 6ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

12

5

4

FOOTBALL

Saints pay the penalty as they 
crash out of Scottish Cup

Rothie bundle the ball home to make the score 1-1.

Saints goalkeeper Graham Douglas punches clear. Match report and photos: Derek Black

were again denied by the feet 
of Lewis Milne, who blocked 
two pointblank Saints’ shots 
to send the tie into extra time.

Extra time
In the fourth of the extra 30 

minutes, Scott Maitland was 
tripped as he attempted to 
burst into the Rothie box. Mr 
Holms ruled the o� ence had 
taken place outside the box, 
awarding Saints a free-kick 
which could not possibly have 
been any closer to being on 
the line. Willie Gemmell’s 
delivery was headed behind 
for a corner kick on the right 
from which Craig MacEwan 
rose well but sent his header 
narrowly wide of the junction 
of post and bar.

Sixty seconds later Saints 
were again undone from a set 
piece, much to the delight of 
the large travelling support. 
A long straight free-kick from 
Keith Walker was � icked 
on by Grant Ritchie to Ryan 
Walker, who volleyed past the 
helpless Graham Douglas to 
give Rothie the lead.

� e interval arrived with 
Rothie still holding on to 
their slender advantage and 
Saints pushing Dene Cassells 
into attack and adding Shaun 
MacIver in place of Matthew 
Kelly. 

� e second half continued 
in the same vein with Saints 
pushing for the equaliser and 
Rothie defending doggedly.

� ere was a loud appeal for 
a penalty kick from Saints 
in the 23rd minute when a 

Lewis Cameron cross from 
the right struck a defender’s 
hand. However, Mr Holms 
remained unmoved.

With two minutes remain-
ing, Shaun MacIver struck 
the outside of Lewis Milne’s 
right-hand post a� er an 
almighty goalmouth scram-
ble from a Willie Gemmell 
throw-in from the le� .

With 60 seconds of extra 
time remaining, Donald 
Campbell spun away from his 
marker and was felled in the 
box for what appeared to be a 
stonewall penalty kick. 

To the bemusement of 
all, Mr Holms bizarrely 
pointed the other way and 
issued a second yellow card 
to Campbell for simulation, 
ending the Saints co-manag-
er’s involvement in the game.

Despite the referee’s ap-
parent error, there can be no 
excuse for the foul and abu-
sive language which followed 
from Shaun MacIver which 
earned the Saints substitute 
a straight red card. Neither  
can there be any excuse for 
MacIver’s reaction to his 
dismissal which may yet have 
further repercussions for the 
hot-headed young striker.

Spurred on by a deep sense 
of injustice, the nine men 
miraculously drew level deep 
into time added on for stop-
pages. A straight ball over 
the top from Jamie Graham 
was glanced by Dene Cassells 
beyond the advancing keeper 
and into the top corner spark-

ing wild celebrations among 
the home support.

Dougal Graham made 
the briefest of substitute 
appearances replacing Steven 
MacLeod before the restart 
from where the ball hadn’t le�  
the centre circle before referee 
Holms blew for full-time.

Penalties
In rapidly failing light, Mr 

Holms took the players away 
from the bulk of the crowd 
to the railway line end where 
10 penalties each would be 
taken before a winner would 
emerge.

Saints were playing catch 
up right from the start when 
Aidan Elrick’s successful 
kick was followed by a save 
by Lewis Milne to deny Dene 
Cassells.

Keith Walker and Lewis 
Cameron netted their e� orts 
before Graham Douglas saved 
from Sean Bremner, giving 
Craig MacEwan the chance 
to level, which he gratefully 
accepted.

Some excellent penalty 
kicks followed with both 
goalkeepers also � nding 
the net. Scorers for Rothie 
were Andi Bremner, Mark 
� omson, Lewis Milne, Scott 
Chalmers, Grant Ritchie 
(despite Graham Douglas 
getting both hands to it), and 
Ashley Vasey. 

Successful for Saints were 
Graham Douglas, Willie 
Gemmell, Scott Maitland, 
Dougal Graham, Jamie 
Graham and James Ford. 

With Saints only having nine 
players on the � eld, it was 
back to the start where Aidan 
Elrick repeated his earlier 
straight down the middle 
success. Having scored from 
the spot in the � rst match, 
Lewis Cameron was by now 
taking his third penalty kick 
of the tie and Lewis Milne 
� nally won the battle of 
wits guessing correctly and 
dropping to his right to beat 
away Cameron’s e� ort and 
seal victory for Rothie.

� e Rovers from Rothie-
norman will now travel to 
Paisley in the sixth round 
where they will face Alba 
� istle of the Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Premier Division on Saturday 
February 2.

Saints will feel this is a 
tie they should have won. 
However, they simply didn’t 
do enough to overcome a 
hard-working Rothie team 
who defended resolutely and 
took full advantage of the few 
chances which came their 
way.

� e Glencruitten faithful 
are in for another treat this 
coming Saturday when 
former Scottish Amateur 
Football League rivals � orn 
Athletic come calling in the 
West of Scotland Cup fourth 
round.

� e Johnstone men are 
currently eight points clear 
at the top the Caledonian 
League Premier Division 
and will provide a massive 
test for management duo 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell and their charges.

Kick-o�  at Glencruitten is 
1.15pm with the prospect of 
extra time and penalty kicks 
if the two sides cannot be 
separated a� er 90 minutes.

In charge of proceedings is 
experienced Central Scottish 
League referee Michael Kerr.
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INSIDE  THIS  WEEK: 
Saints pay the penalty 
as they crash out of 
Scottish Cup

MOTO3

McPhee prepares
for new season
PETRONAS Sprinta Racing 
have completed their � rst test 
of the 2019 Moto3 pre-season, 
with two days on track at the 
Ricardo Tormo Circuit.
 Ayumu Sasaki, ready for 
his third season with the 
team, and new signing John 
McPhee from Oban enjoyed 
two satisfactory days on track 
and are now looking forward 
and motivated for 2019.

McPhee was impressed with 
his � rst outing with his new 
team, the Oban rider com-

pleting 100 laps and setting a 
strong rhythm that also gives 
him high hopes for next year.

Sasaki and McPhee will 
now enjoy a break before 
returning to action in earnest 
in February.

Petronas team manager 
Johan Stigefelt said: ‘We spent 
two days of tests with the 
Moto3 team in Valencia and 
the weather was good. It was 
particularly important for 
John to rediscover his feeling 
with the Honda, a� er a season 

with another manufacturer, 
and he also got to know his 
new team.

‘We have improved the 
bike little by little and today 
he put together a really good 
run riding alone. I think that 
a� er this test, McPhee can go 
to Malaysia in good shape to 
continue his work.

John said: ‘Overall our � rst 
test was very successful. I’m 
going into the winter positive 
with my feeling from the 
Honda and really happy with 

my new crew. My pace was 
strong over the two days and 
with more pre-season testing 
I feel like I can be very strong 
come the � rst round of races 
in Qatar scheduled for March 
10.’

John McPhee in action during the two days of testing at the Ricardo Tormo Circuit in Valencia. Photos: Petronas

John McPhee in the new Petronas livery.
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Five disused hospital beds from Belford Hospital are on their way to help patients in 
war-torn countries. Last Friday, volunteers at Caol-based charity Lochaber Supports 
Refugees packed up their biggest shipment to date after the surplus beds were 
donated by nursing sta�  at the Belford. Pictured here are Shirley, Irene, Norma, 
Lorraine and Viv from Lochaber Supports Refugees getting the beds ready for 
shipment. For full story, turn to page two. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Belford beds to help refugees

It looks like a deal may have 
been struck to sell the site of 
the former Underwater Centre 
in Fort William to Sanjeev 
Gupta’s GFG Alliance, which 
owns the Lochaber smelter.

Operations at the world-
renowned undersea diver 
training facility ceased in 
October with the loss of nearly 
50 jobs and subsequent e� orts 
by administrators to sell the 
business as a going concern 
proved unsuccessful.

� is week Iain Beaton, of the 
Invergordon-based commer-
cial diving services provider 
Caldive, told the Lochaber 
Times he had written to Mr 
Gupta urging him to withdraw 
GFG Alliance’s bid for the cen-
tre in order to allow his own 
o� er to be successful.

Mr Beaton said his bid was at 
the upper end of a commercial 
valuation he had obtained for 

the site, including buildings 
and pier, which had pegged its 
worth at between £1.2 million 
and £1.55 million.

Mr Beaton wanted to buy the 
site in order to reopen it as a 
diver training base.

Asked to comment, a spokes-
man for the landowners, the 
Finlayson family, told the 
Lochaber Times this week: 
‘� ese matters form part 
of an ongoing commercial 
negotiation.

Con� dential
‘Like most businesses, my 

clients prefer to conduct 
their business con� dentially 
and therefore they have no 
comment to make in the 
meantime.’

GFG Alliance is also playing 
its cards close to its chest, with 
a spokesman saying: ‘We are in 
a con� dential process so can’t 
comment on the details.’

Mr Beaton says he is ‘devas-
tated’ that he has apparently 
been unsuccessful and does 

not see any way forward for his 
plans. Asked what he thought 
was behind GFG Alliance’s 
interest, Mr Beaton told us: 
‘No idea, other than they have 
no intention of operating it as a 
dive centre and, a� er some 40 
years, all that the centre stood 
for will be gone.

‘I was very keen to move this 
forward as a going concern 
and it is hugely disappointing 
that there now seems no way 
forward on this.’

Lochaber MSP Kate Forbes 
is hopeful that when the new 
owner of the site is public-
ly con� rmed it will result in an 
investment to bene� t the area.

‘� e previous owners built up 
the business over many years 
and were instrumental in cre-
ating a centre of excellence in 
Fort William,’ she said. ‘� eir 
e� orts and achievements can-
not be overstated, and so I am 
hopeful that somebody with 
the same commitment invests 
in these assets.’

Possible deal 
to sell dive 
centre site

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk
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Refugees forced to � ee their 
homes in search of solace in 
Europe have been feeling the 
warmth of a Highland wel-
come over the past two years, 
thanks to the work of a small 
band of Lochaber volunteers.

Now hospital patients in 
war-torn countries may soon 
bene� t from that same good-
will a� er the team at Lochaber 
Supports Refugees (LSR) sent 
o�  their biggest donation so 
far: � ve hospital beds from 
Belford Hospital.

Surplus to requirements and 
gathering dust in storage, the 
disused beds were handed 
over to LSR by nursing sta�  
at the Belford who were 
keen to see them put to good 
use.  Although the � nal desti-
nation of the beds is yet to be 
con� rmed, the plan is to ship 
them to hospitals hit by civil 

war in the Middle East, which 
are in need of rebuilding a� er 
years of destruction.

‘� is is the biggest dona-

tion to date,’ said Lorraine 
Wheelan, coordinator of the 
Caol-based charity, who said it 
was great to get support from 

Lochaber refugee charity 
sends Belford beds abroad

James Cameron and his 
team helped get the � ve 
hospital beds from storage 
at the Belford Hospital to 
the LSR’s depot in Caol.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

the Belford. ‘We have donated 
medical equipment and 
supplies before but nothing of 
this size.

‘People are so good around 
here. � e support locally is 
excellent, it’s brilliant and it’s 
been continuous.’

Lesley Pow, senior sta�  
nurse at the Belford Hospital, 
initially contacted LSR about 
the decommissioned beds.

‘I hummed and hawed, not 
knowing what to do with 
them. � ey are decent enough 
so it seemed a shame to just 
dump them. I knew Lorraine 
was involved with Lochaber 

Supports Refugees and got in 
touch with her.’

With the help of local remov-
al man James Cameron, the 
beds, along with other pieces 
of medical equipment, were 
transported to the LSR’s depot 
in Caol.

‘I’d rather see them used 
than thrown out,’ Lesley 
added. ‘We always keep 
Lorraine in mind when we 
need to get rid of equipment 
from the hospital.’

� e beds were collected 
last Friday by Iain Elstone, 
from Re-Act Refugee Action 
Scotland, who is now pre-
paring them for shipping 
overseas.

Since last November, the 
group of nine regular volun-
teers has � lled 59 boxes of 
clothes to send overseas.

However, with the depot 
close to bursting point a� er 
being inundated with dona-
tions in the past two weeks, 
the tight-knit team is strug-
gling to cope with the growing 
number of donations that keep 
� owing through the door.

‘We need more volun-
teers,’ Lorraine said. ‘We could 
turn over a whole lot more 
than we are just now if we had 
more people and more storage.

‘We’ve been lucky with the 
premises we have had until 
now but in 2019 we will need 
to look for bigger premises.’

� e supplies sent to LSR’s 
depot in Caol are packaged 
by volunteers and then sent to 
Highland Supports Refugees’ 
main depot in Conon Bridge, 
near Dingwall, where they 
are then shipped directly to 
refugees landing on the Greek 
island of Chios, near the bor-
der with Turkey.

‘When you see positive feed-
back and see your own stu�  
out there with the refugees, 
it’s a great feeling,’ said Viv, 
a regular volunteer. ‘Seeing 
the conditions they live in, we 
need to make it a bit better for 
them.’

If you would like to 
volunteer with Lochaber 
Supports Refugees or 
can o� er more storage 
space, contact Lorraine 
and the team via their 
Facebook page or drop 
into the depot in Caol 
Shopping Centre, which 
is open Monday to 
Fridays from 11am to 
1pm.

Indian tycoon buys Lochaber hotels
An Indian hotels tycoon has 
bought three Highland hotels, 
including two in Lochaber, af-
ter a holiday visit to Scotland 
proved so disappointing he 
was determined to show how 
a quality hotel should really 
be run, writes Mark Entwistle.

� e hotels are the Cluanie 
Inn at Glenmoriston, 
which retains its name, the 
Letter� nlay Lodge, near 
Spean Bridge, which has been 
rechristened � e Whispering 
Pine Lodge, and Craigard 
House at Invergarry, which 
becomes Rokeby Manor.

� e three hotels, which 
are scheduled to reopen this 
spring, are now part of the 
Mars Group’s Black Sheep 
Hotels division, run by 
millionaire Mumbai business-
man Sanjay Narang, 56.

Mr Narang was on holiday 
in Inverness-shire last winter 
with his sister, Rachna, and   

reportedly bought the hotels 
a� er paying £120 a night 
for what he claimed were 
dirty rooms, cold water and 
microwaved meals served by 
a carpenter – although none 
of his complaints was about 
the three hotels he has since 
purchased.

It is reported he paid almost 
£3 million for the three prop-
erties and intends spending 
almost £7 million more on 
refurbishment, rebranding 
and extensions.

Educated at a school in the 

Himalayas, Mr Narang  stud-
ied hotel management at 
Cornell University in the 
United States and established 
the Mars Group in 1991 – it is 
now a major force in the food 
and hospitality industry in 
India. His sister, Rachna, who 
also studied at Cornell 
University, is responsible for 
designing all Mars hotels and 
restaurants.

As part of the renovations, 
Mr Narang says £1.5 million 
will be spent on providing 
new sta�  accommodation.

Letter� nlay 
Lodge  
near Spean 
Bridge 
has been 
renamed 
The 
Whispering 
Pine Lodge.
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Work was due to start this 
week on the new £90,000 puf-
� n crossing being installed 
on the A830 in Corpach, 
writes Mark Entwistle.

� e new pu�  n crossing – 
which is controlled by sensors 
mounted on the lights that 
can detect whether any pe-
destrians are on the crossing 
and changes the colour of 
the lights accordingly – will 
replace the existing uncon-
trolled crossing point near 
the Co-op store, allowing 
pedestrians safely to cross  
the A830 and help improve 
road safety on the route.

As well as the installation 
of the new tra�  c signals, 
work will include drainage 
improvements, carriageway 
resurfacing, footway recon-
struction, new road markings 
and signage improvements.

� e improvements were 
scheduled to start on 
Monday and will take up to 
� ve weeks to complete, with 
works taking place between 
9.30am and 4pm from 
Mondays to Fridays during 
the project.

To ensure the safety of road 
workers and motorists, tem-
porary tra�  c lights will be in 
place on the A830 in Corpach 
during working hours. 
Temporary pedestrian access 
will be arranged throughout 
the works to allow safe access 
through the site. All tra�  c 
management will be removed 
outside of working hours to 
keep any disruption to road 
users to a minimum.

Consultation has been 
carried out with the local 
community council, the 
local authority, businesses, 

residents and other relevant 
stakeholders to make them 
aware of the plans and 
share information about the 
project.

Eddie Ross, BEAR 
Scotland’s north-west rep-
resentative, said: ‘� e new 
controlled crossing facility 
in Corpach will allow users 
to safely cross this section 
of the A830, helping to 
improve road safety for the 
community.

‘� e tra�  c management ar-
rangements are essential for 
the protection of our work-
force as well as motorists and 
pedestrians. However, we’ve 
arranged these works to take 
place during the daytime and 
our teams will do all they 
can to complete the project 
as quickly and as safely as 
possible.’

Works begins on pu�  n 
crossing at Corpach

Police in Lochaber have 
con� rmed that a 27-year-old 
man has been arrested in con-
nection with alleged consumer 
protection o� ences in Fort 
William.

It follows an investigation by 
Police Scotland and Highland 
Council Trading Standards, 
a� er a report was received 
this week of bogus workmen 
in Fort William and alleged 
fraudulent activity relating to 
charges for work carried out 
on a house in the town.

� e male was released pend-
ing further inquiries. 

Constable Gavin Law, based 
at Fort William Police Station, 
said: ‘Bogus callers remain 
a persistent problem in our 
communities and can result in 
people being scammed out of a 
signi� cant amount of money 
and le�  with a poor standard 
of work and, on occasions, le�  
in dangerous condition.’

Mark McGinty, Trading 
Standards team leader, added: 
‘Cancellation rights exist to 
allow householders to change 
their mind when an uninvited 
caller persuades them to con-
tract at their home.

‘Bogus workmen, that is, 
illegal trade, o� en have no 
regard for consumer rights, 
they will o� en hide their iden-
tity because they simply do not 
wish to engage a� er they have 
taken the money, o� en for very 
substandard works.’

If you have any concerns 
with regards to doorstep 
crime, please contact Highland 
Council Trading Standards  on 
01463 228700, email  trading.
standards@highland. gov.
uk, or call Police Scotland on 
101 or 999 in an emergency 
situation.

Man arrested in Lochaber in connection 
with bogus workman allegations

Shiel Buses wins government support 
for upgrade to contactless payments

� e founder of the Glencoe 
Heritage Trust has called for 
an outright ban on fox snares.

Alistair MacDonald, a 
retired shepherd who lives 
in Glencoe, has hit out at the 
Scottish Government and 
national bodies for not doing 
enough to prevent this ‘cruel’ 
form of animal control.

Mr MacDonald, who 
has lifetime experience of 
managing land and animals, 
believes controlling  foxes is 
‘an extremely skilled job’ and 
there are ‘more humane ways’ 
to do it than using snares.

‘I’m not trying to save the 
foxes or protect them par-
ticularly but the way they go 
about it is cruel,’ he said. ‘If 
it’s cruel to chase a fox across 
a � eld, it must be cruel to 
hang it on a fence.’

Mr MacDonald also said 
that snares, which are still 
legal to use, pose a threat to 
the welfare of other animals 
too.

‘� ere’s no such thing as a 
snare that catches a speci� c 
animal,’ he continued. ‘If you 
had a dog that’s the same size 
as a fox, then how does it get 

through the snare? � ey catch 
all sorts of animals other 
than foxes, such as badgers, 
sheep and even otters.’

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) produced a report on 
snaring in March 2017, at 
the request of the Scottish 
Government, which stated 
that the Review of Snaring 
Group was satis� ed that the 
number of reported incidents 
of snaring-related o� ences 
has reduced and that the ad-
ministration procedure was 
satisfactory. 

� e report also suggested 
several changes to legislation, 
which included reducing 

the legal size of snares used. 
However, Mr MacDonald be-
lieves that the regulations do 
not go far enough and claims 
fox snaring is still common 
practice among gamekeepers.

‘It can be a week before the 
snares are checked,’ he said. 
‘Using snares has not reduced 
the number of foxes by one. 
If gamekeepers are banned 
from snaring, there won’t be 
an explosion of foxes.’

O� ence
Scottish SPCA chief super-

intendent Mike Flynn did 
con� rm that there is ‘strict 
legislation to adhere to when 
setting a snare’ for it to be 
lawful and failure to comply 
with these conditions could 
constitute a criminal o� ence.

He said: ‘Our position has 
long been that we support a 
full ban on the use of snares. 
We believe no indiscriminate 
method of killing wild ani-
mals should be used. 

‘We are opposed to the 
manufacture and use of all 
snares and any trap which 
causes su� ering.’

If anyone � nds a snare, 
leave it untouched and con-
tact SSPCA on 03000 999 999 
if it is believed to have been 
set illegally.

Trust founder 
calls for full ban 
on fox snares

Example of an illegal  fox 
snare. Photograph: snarewatch.org

Shiel Buses is one of 23 bus 
operators in Scotland to 
receive funding  to support 
the � nancial costs of up-
grading ticket machines to 
accept contactless bank card 
payments.

Nearly half a million pounds 
has been awarded in the � rst 
round of the Smart Pay Grant 
Fund: £447,850 has been 

awarded from the Scottish 
Government and European 
Regional Development Fund 
to support bus operators 
across the country. 

� e fund builds on the 
successful roll-out of 
contactless payment by the 
country’s largest operators 
and responds to feedback 
from smaller operators 

around the � nancial barriers 
to upgrading.

� e Scottish Government’s 
vision is that all journeys on 
the country’s public transport 
networks can be made using 
some form of smart ticketing 
or payment and passengers 
can expect to bene� t from 
this payment option as of 
spring 2019.

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk
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‘No deal’ Brexit sparks food price hike fears

� e weekly food spend for 
Lochaber residents could in-
crease by up to 4.2 per cent in 
the event of a ‘no deal’ Brexit, 
a� er new research from the 
British Retail Consortium 
(BRC) was published this 
week.

Lochaber MP Ian Blackford 
has warned constituents 
that in the event of the UK 
reverting to World Trade 
Organisation rules, tari� s 
with trading partners, such as 
the EU, would see an increase 
in the cost of importing food  
between eight per cent and 32 
per cent. 

� is translates into a po-
tential 4.2 per cent weekly 
increase on food spending 
for each individual within 

a Lochaber household. 
� e research comes a� er 
a parliamentary brie� ng 
for MPs from the British 
Retail Consortium who have 
dra� ed a 20-page report on 
their Brexit concerns.  On 
return to Parliament a� er the 

Christmas recess, MPs voted 
in favour of not supporting a 
potential ‘No deal’ scenario.

A� er attending the BRC 
brie� ng, Mr Blackford said: 
‘What is one of the only 
certainties throughout this 
whole Brexit mess is that a 
‘No deal’ situation would be 
a complete disaster for every 
man, women and child of the 
Highlands, of Scotland and 
of the UK. All the analysis 
show this and the BRC has 
again con� rmed this upon 
our return to Parliament.

‘� e BRC analysis looks 
at how much food super-
markets imported from the 
EU and assessed the impact 
that both WTO tari� s and 
non-tari�  barriers would 
have on the prices. It also 
modelled the potential 
response from domestic and 

non-EU food manufacturers 
to determine an upper and 
lower bound impact on the 
cost of groceries for the 
average household in each 
constituency – adjusting for 
di� erences in both regional 
and constituency spending 
patterns.

‘What it amounts to is a sig-
ni� cant increase in the price 
of our food, that’s the bottom 
line. For people who are 
already just about managing, 
this is devastating and for 
those who aren’t managing at 
all it is even worse.

‘No government anywhere 
in the world could allow 
a scenario that makes the 
people signi� cantly poorer. 
Parliament has already 
refused to give its consent to 
this disaster, the threat must 
be taken o�  the table.’

Weekly shopping 
spend could soar

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk

Ian Blackford MP

Well-known Lochaber businessman Frazer 
Coupland has been appointed the new chief 
executive o�  cer of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce.

Mr Coupland, a stalwart of the Lochaber 
business community and passionate supporter 
of Lochaber business and tourism industry, 
brings substantial and wide-ranging business 
experience to the role.

As well as being the former head of the 
Outdoor Capital of the UK tourism initiative, 
Mr Coupland has been one half of the No Fuss 
Events company for the past 12 years.

‘I’m delighted to take on my new role as chief 
executive o�  cer of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce,’ Mr Coupland said. ‘� e team has 
been doing a fantastic job in delivering ben-
e� ts for members. I look forward to working 
with all our members to keep building on our 
successes and to help make Lochaber the best 
place to live, work, study and visit in the UK.’

Bruno Berardelli, president of Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce, welcomed Mr 

Businessman 
appointed to 
chamber role

Coupland’s appointment. He said: ‘Frazer’s 
passion for Lochaber shines through in his 
approach to business and life. He was the 
unanimous choice of the recruitment panel. 
His business ideas, commitment, drive and 
collaborative approach make him a great 
choice to lead the chamber.’

Mr Coupland takes over the reins at the 
top job from Lesley Ben� eld who is moving 
on to become programme director for the 
Scottish Government’s Developing the Young 
Workforce West Highland programme.

� e chamber thanks Lesley for her consider-
able e� orts as chief executive over the last � ve 
years.

Frazer Coupland. 

Plans to convert Lochailort church into private house

Highland Council has this 
week submitted plans for 
the � rst phase of a housing 
development on the site of 
a former primary school in 
Fort William.

� e council plans to build 
38 mixed dwelling houses, for 
social rent and mid-market 
rent, on the site of the former 
Upper Achintore Primary 
School, which was o�  cially 
closed in 2015 and demol-
ished in November last year.

� e development will 
comprise a mix of a� ordable 
housing, ranging from one 
bedroom � ats to four bed-
roomed detached houses. 
According to the planning 
statement, the houses have 
been designed to take advan-
tage of the views towards Loch 
Linnhe while generating a 
� oor plan that maximises the 
views and a� ords opportuni-
ties to harness as much solar 

gain as possible. � e public 
was invited to give their views 
on Highland Council’s plans 
at a public drop-in event at 
Lundavra Primary School last 
month.

In a separate application, a 
second housing development 
is being planned for Upper 
Achintore, at a site accessed 
via Connochie Road behind 
Lochaber Road. 

Private property developer 
Link Group submitted a 
pre-planning application to 
build up to 400 houses last 
month. 

� e company intends to 
submit a formal application 
for planning permission for 
phase one of the project, con-
sisting of up to 200 dwellings, 
in the near future.

If both plans are approved, 
developers hope work on both 
developments will get under 
way by mid-2019.

Plans have been submitted to 
Highland Council for plan-
ning permission to convert 
Polnish Chapel at Lochailort 
into a private house.

Built around 1872, it is 
understood it has not been a 
place of worship since around 

1986. Planning approval was 
previously granted in 2001 
for conversion to a house and 
for a draining system in 2004, 
but neither approval was 
implemented and both have 
now lapsed. � e planning 
application states the current 

owners are ‘very aware’ of 
the building’s history and 
local importance, and are 
keen to carry out a ‘sensitive 
conversion with minimal 
intervention’. Oban architects 
Bruce and Neil will design the 
conversion.

 

Upper Achintore 
housing plans     
await approval

REQUEST A QUOTE

TODAY
REQUEST A QUOTE

01631 569675
07976 74513107976 745131

DAILY DELIVERIES TO CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND, FORTWILLIAM, MALLAIG & 

ARDNAMURCHAN. STORE UPLIFTS

CENTRAL SCOTLAND - ARGYLL- HIGHLANDS
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� ousands waited too long at NHS 
Highland A&E departments in 2018

Residents, organisations and 
businesses in some areas of 
Fort William will be given the 
opportunity over the coming 
weeks to tell the Lochaber 
Community Partnership 
(LCP) how their area can be 
improved.

� e Partnership is inviting 
people who live or run 
businesses in the catchment 
area for Lundavra Primary 
School (including Upper 
Achintore, Plantation, An 
Aird, Achintore Road/
Sea� eld Gardens, Belford 
Road, Cameron Road, Alma 
Road, Victoria Road and the 
High Street) to take part in 
a survey to develop a Fort 
William Locality Plan.

� e LCP core partners – 
Highland Council, NHS 
Highland, Police Scotland, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service and Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise are work-
ing with many other organi-
sations with the aim being to 
address inequalities.  Similar 
work is already under way in 
Caol and Kinlochleven.  

Within Lochaber, these 

three communities have 
been identi� ed as currently 
experiencing higher levels 
of inequality, hence agencies 
and partners focusing e� orts 
on them.

� e partnership hopes 
to capture views from as 
many people as possible. � e 
survey is looking for views 
on transport links, how safe 
the area feels, the environ-
ment, facilities, services and 
amenities, local employment, 
housing and opportunities to 
participate in and in� uence 
community life.

Councillor Andrew Baxter, 
Highland Council’s area 
chairman for Lochaber, 
said:   ‘� is work is part of a 
Highland-wide community 
planning focus on inequal-
ities.   � e � ve core partners 
along with a signi� cant 
number of other groups are 
working together to identify 
improvements which will 
make a real and positive 
di� erence to people.  

‘� is survey is the start 
of that process and I would 
encourage as many residents 

of the area as possible to take 
part.’

� e survey can be completed 
online at  www.surveymon-
key.co.uk and is also available 
in paper copy from Highland 
Council Service Point and 
Fort William library.

� e survey is open until the 
end of March 2019. Feedback 
is vital and everyone living 
and operating businesses in 
this geographical area within 
Fort William is encouraged 
to complete a survey so an ac-
curate picture of community 
life and the area is created.

� e Fort William 
Community Action Group 
(consisting of LCP partners 
and community organi-
sations) will then review 
responses; put in place and 
implement an action plan to 
address areas contributing to 
greater inequality. � e plan 
will also help direct existing 
resources.

Your area, your views: public 
invited to have their say on 
Fort William locality plan

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk

� e Lochaber High School 
teenager who staged a walk-
out on Friday in protest at the 
lack of action to tackle climate 
breakdown intends continu-
ing her weekly strikes.

Second-year pupil Holly 
Gillibrand, 13, was joined by 
her mother, a friend and three 
other adults on the pavement 
outside the school for an hour 
from 8.45am on Friday.

Although only a very small 
demonstration, Holly’s mum 
Kate Willis said there was 
plenty of shows of support, 
with drivers honking their 
horns and some shouting 
encouragement from their 
vehicles.

‘� e Lochaber Times 
story was followed up in � e 
Herald, � e National and the 
Press and Journal,’ said Ms 
Willis this week.

Holly, from Kinlocheil, was 

 
Lochaber High School pupil Holly Gillibrand, front right, 
organised Friday’s protest. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

inspired to take action by the 
recent speech given at the 
recent UN summit on climate 
change in Poland by teenage 
climate campaigner Greta 
� unberg.

� e address by the 15-year-
old from Sweden went 
viral a� er she shamed climate 
change negotiators over their 
lack of progress.

Ms Willis added: ‘We have 
heard some other students 
are keen to join in the Friday 
climate strikes, as well as a 
few more adults.

‘While there was not a huge 

Lochaber pupil’s climate 
strike action to continue

turnout on Friday, I think 
Holly’s action will have raised 
awareness of climate issues in 
the school to very nearly 100 
per cent of the student body.

Holly and her mum are 
hoping more Lochaber High 

School pupils will join her 
for February 15’s UK-wide 
school strike over climate 
breakdown.

Ms Willis is also a member 
of the new Fort William 
branch of the Extinction 

Rebellion protest movement 
on climate change, which 
stages its � rst meeting on 
Tuesday January 22 in the 
town's Duncansburgh Hall.

She added: ‘It would be best 
if any young people wanting 
to join Holly make sure their 
parents give their consent and 
notify the school.’

Asked to comment on 
the school strike action, a 
Highland Council spokes-
person said: ‘� e Highland 
Council’s programme 
includes a speci� c commit-
ment to introduce a range 
of strategies and plans to 
support our commitment to 
sustainability.

‘� e programme is com-
mitted to foster sustainable 
local communities and to 
developing a sustainable local 
workforce.

‘� e education authority 
cannot sanction unauthor-
ised absence from school, no 
matter how well-meaning the 
intention.’

 

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

‘We have heard 
some other 
students are keen 
to join in the 
Friday climate 
strikes, as well as a 
few more adults.’

Mallaig Pool and Leisure has 
appealed for more helpers 
as the current team looks to 
step down.

� e leisure centre has been 
supported over the past 
25 years by the Friends of 
Mallaig Pool and Leisure, a 
dedicated group of volunteers 
who help fund wages, buy 
� tness equipment, fund vital 
repairs and help with yearly 
budgets.

In a statement issued earlier 
this week, the management 
said: ‘� e Friends has been 
run by the same volunteers 
for more years than we can 
count. We’re so grateful for 
everything they’ve done and 
all the time they’ve given. 
However, they now want to 
step aside and pass on the 
baton.’

� e pool is looking for a 
chairman, treasurer, events 
manager and secretary, as 
well as general members. 
Formal meetings take place 
every two months with a goal 
of raising £10,000 each year.

For more details drop into 
the Mallaig leisure centre 
at Fank Brae or contact 
mallaig@btconnect.com

Mallaig Pool and 
Leisure needs 
more ‘Friends’
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Drop in for co�ee and 
a chat at Lochaber 
Chamber’s  Tourism 
Roadshow.

Join us to discuss your tour-
ism questions, get face-to-
face information and advice 
from  industry  experts  and 
let us know your views on the 
hot tourism issues of the day.

We’re bringing tourism 
industry experts on the 
road through the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK, along with 
our Chamber  membership 
and marketing teams on 
Wednesday and �ursday, 
February 6 and 7.

Come along to 
meet  Stephanie from 
Expedia  and  Ian from Free 
to Book online booking plat-
forms  to �nd out how they 
can work with you to grow 
your business and get a feel 
for the future of online tour-
ism booking. Talk tourist 

tax with  Chris Simpson, 
Highland Council’s principal 
o�cer for Europe, tourism 
and �lm.

Find out how  Cassie 
McEwan, VisitScotland’s in-
dustry relationship manager 
for Lochaber,  can  help you 
promote your business.

Discuss future trends and 
what you can do to stay 
ahead of the curve with Chris 
Taylor, VisitScotland’s 
regional leadership director 
for the Highlands. �ese 
informal drop-in sessions 
bring you the opportunity to 

ask the questions that matter 
to you and have a face-to-face 
chat with key players in our 
tourism industry.

Book the stop on the road-
show that is most convenient 
for you.

Ballachulish roadshow: 
Wednesday February 6, 9am 
to noon, Ballachulish Hotel.

Strontian roadshow: 
Wednesday February 
6:  1-4pm: Ariundle Centre, 
Strontian.

Arisaig roadshow: �ursday 
February 7: 9am to noon, 
Arisaig House, Arisaig.

Fort William roadshow: 
�ursday February 7: 1-4pm, 
�e Moorings Hotel, Fort 
William.

VIEW FROM THE CHAMBER

Bobby Corson, who has died 
aged 86, was a pillar of com-
munity life in Mallaig and the 
surrounding area for nearly 
60 years.

Bobby was born in 
Kirkconnel, Dumfries-shire 
to Joe and Rosina Corson, 
and grew up in Dumfries 
before the family moved to 
Inverlochy when his father 
got a job with the BA.

As a schoolchild, Bobby 
worked at Marshall and 
Pearson, then upon leaving 
school, he started with John 
McLellan’s [funeral direc-
tors], working closely with 
Johnnie the Blunt and Bob 
Dixon as an apprentice joiner.

In the late 1940s, when just a 
teenager, Bobby was a found-
ing member of Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team. He 
regularly put himself at risk 
to help others in trouble, 
alongside good friends Alan 

Burgan (who sadly passed 
away a few months previously) 
and Jimmy Ness, who is now 
the last surviving founder.   
Jimmy recalls many a pre-
carious situation he, Bobby, 
and the rest of the team found 
themselves in up on the Ben. 
No matter how grim the 
situation was, though, when 
asked how he was doing, 
Bobby’s response was always 
the same: ‘No’ bad.’

In October 1960, Bobby was 
sent a letter from a couple in 
Surrey, who wrote to him, 
thanking him for saving the 
life of their son in August 
of that year, following an 
accident on Ben Nevis which 
claimed the life of their son’s 
friend. 

From its condition, it’s clear 
that Bobby treasured this 
letter. But, to the best of our 
knowledge, he never once 
spoke about it. Arrogance and 

pride were never things he 
entertained.

In the late 1950s, Bobby met 
a young lady by the name of 
Jessie Hutchison at the danc-
es, and they married in 1959, 
soon a�er Bobby completed 
his National Service. �ey 
moved to Mallaig the follow-
ing year and quickly became 
part of the community. Bobby 
worked as a joiner for Grieves. 
�e family was complete with 
the arrival of daughter Anne 
in the 1960s.

On the death of the local 
joiner/undertaker Jimmy 
McPherson, Bobby started out 
on his own, supported by his 
wife Jessie, who was the sec-
retary of Mallaig Secondary 
School until her retirement 
in 2003. Bobby and Jessie 
were so committed to the 
community they served, they 
never ventured far together – 
they would take it in turns to 

Tributes paid to Bobby Corson

visit their daughter Anne and 
grandson Andrew in Kent, so 
that no funerals were delayed.

�e only time in recent years 
they travelled south together 
was in 2013 when Jessie was 
awarded her MBE. �e award 
was a huge surprise as Jessie 
felt they were just doing their 
bit for the community.

Bobby was a man of prin-
ciple and integrity. He had a 
strong moral compass and an 
incredible work ethic. 

He was careful and con-
scientious, always ready to 
share his years of knowledge 
and experience with those 
working alongside him. Such 
as while working in the attic 
space of the Chlachain, he 
made a point of alerting those 
he was working with to the 
dangers of the open lo� hatch 
– before an accidental back-
wards step saw him plummet 
through it himself.

He had a mischievous side 
to him and would love to tease 
the school children. Bobby 
was responsible for helping 
dozens of children across 
Lochaber stop picking their 
noses a�er he told them of his 
own nose-picking habit, and 
then show them his missing 
�nger to alert them to the dire 
consequences.

Beneath the wind-up mer-
chant was a man who would 
go out of his way to lend oth-
ers a hand. Who, like Jessie, 

didn’t just live in the commu-
nity but served it tirelessly. 
Whether helping with funeral 
arrangements for a friend or 
neighbor, or latterly, helping 
entertain the residents at the 
Mackintosh Centre, Bobby 
always put the needs of others 
before his own.

In 2017, aged 85 years, Bobby 
started to build an extension 
to the house so their grandson 
could come and stay. Never a 
man to ask for help, he could 
be seen on the roof doing all 
the work himself. He never 
wanted anyone to make a 
fuss over him, and while he 
may not have been renowned 
for showing his emotions, he 
cared deeply for his friends, 
his neighbours and, of course, 
his family.

December 2017 saw the 
passing of his dear wife Jessie. 
�is was a huge blow to Bobby. 
He missed her terribly, and at 
the beginning of 2018 Bobby 
decided to hang up his hat for 

the �nal time and retire from 
conducting funerals. 

�is was shortlived as Bobby 
couldn’t just put his feet up 
and retire. �is earned him 
the title of Lochaber’s longest 
serving funeral director, a 
title which no other can get 
close to.

Over the course of 2018, 
Bobby su�ered ill health, 
passing away with his 
daughter by his side in the 
Mackintosh Centre just 
days a�er the anniversary of 
Jessie’s death. 

Bobby’s only wish was 
that he was to leave from his 
home going directly to the 
cemetery. �is was honoured 
along with Bobby resting at 
home prior to his funeral in 
the extension that he never 
got to see �nished.

Lochaber has lost a humble 
man of skill, conscientious 
and integrity. RIP, Bobby. ‘See 
you in the Chlachain.’

SG

‘Lochaber’s longest serving funeral director’
Born: June 26, 1932; Died: December 19, 2018

GETINTOUCH
email us at fort@obantimes.co.uk
telephone 01397 703003

Bobby Corson.
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Pop-up shop helps to raise 
cash for Lochaber arts groups
Star Wars trooper helmets, 
Oor Wullie annuals, stamp 
collections, fancy frocks, 
sparkly children’s shoes, cof-
fee sets and books of all kinds 
are just some of the items for 
sale at the a pop-up shop in 
Ballachulish, writes Neill Bo 
Finlayson.

� e store, which was the 
former village Co-op next 
to Quarriers cafe, has been 
set up to help fund local arts 

groups. It has already attract-
ed lots of attention in raising 
money for Kinlochleven-
based Drama� sh and to help 
set up a new group, � eatre 
Lochaber, which aims to 
bring various arts groups 
across Lochaber together 
in a spirit of discussion and 
cooperation.

David Ogg was the man 
front-of-stage in Ballachulish, 
surrounded by the interesting 

and diverse array of items for 
sale.  He said: ‘People have 
been very generous in donat-
ing really good things to help 
us fundraise, and the shop 
has been quite busy since we 
opened last week.

‘We plan to stay open as 
long as we can and would like 
to thank the owners of the 
building for their help and 
generosity is allowing us the 
space.’

Travelodge launches 
recruitment campaign

New fund to boost tourism

Travelodge, which oper-
ates � ve hotels across the 
Highlands,  including one in 
Fort William, has launched a 
new recruitment programme 
for the Highlands targeting 
mums and dads looking 
to get back into work by 
o� ering jobs with hours that 
� t around the school run, a 
work buddy and access to 
management training.

� e programme aims to 
help attract some of Scotland’s 
thousands of unem ployed 
parents into hospitality, as 
part of Travelodge’s plans to 
open 20 new hotels over the 
next � ve years, which will 
create approximately 400 new 
positions.

Jobs will be available across 
the company’s Scottish 
hotels, including roles in 

reception, restaurants and 
housekeeping. Across its � ve 
hotels in the Highlands, the 
company is actively looking 
to � ll � ve jobs immediately.

To apply visit:  https://www.
travelodge.co.uk/careers/    

To design this new initiative, 
Travelodge commissioned a 
survey with YouGov to gain 
insight into the challenges 
unemployed mums and dads 
are facing.

Key � ndings revealed 86 per 
cent of unemployed parents 
would like to return to work. 
However, 59 per cent of par-
ents reported that the scarcity 
of jobs with � exibility around 
the school run was the biggest 
challenge to � nding work.  

More than a quarter said 
they want to work because 
they miss adult conversation. 

David Ogg at the pop-up shop in Ballachulish. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos 

Duncan Mackison, the 
chief executive of Jahama 
Highland Estates which 
manages the 114,000 acres 
of land for the owners of the 
Liberty British Aluminium 
smelter at Fort William, is 
to join CalMac owner David 
MacBrayne Ltd.

� e board of David 
MacBrayne announced on 
Tuesday that former Royal 
Marines o�  cer Mr Mackison 
would be its new group chief 
executive and will start on 
March 1.

Jahama Highland Estates 
is a subsidiary of Lochaber 
smelter owner GFG Alliance, 
which intends to build an 
alloy car wheels plant nearby.

Mr Mackison took up the 
role with Jahama Highland 
Estates in the summer of 2017 
amid much fanfare over GFG 

Alliance’s plans for its new 
projects in Lochaber.

MacBrayne’s chairman 
David McGibbon said the 
board was delighted to an-
nounce the appointment.

‘Duncan brings considerable 
marine experience to this role. 
He is a former Royal Marine 
commando o�  cer and, more 
recently, was managing direc-
tor of Serco Defence, where he 
had responsibility for man-
aging aviation and maritime 
contracts for the Ministry of 

Defence. � is included the 
provision of vessels to provide 
maritime support to the Royal 
Navy. 

‘Duncan also has consider-
able experience and a strong 
track record in delivering ser-
vice contracts to both central 
and local government.

‘Looking ahead, the group 
faces many challenges. We 
will continue to deliver 
ferry services to the Clyde 
and Hebrides through our 
subsidiary company, CalMac 

Ferries Limited. In addition, 
we will also be addressing 
the forthcoming tender 
process for the new contract 
to deliver ferry services to the 
Orkney and Shetland Islands, 
a process which has already 
begun.

‘� is year will also be an 
important year in the devel-
opment of the port facilities 
at Marchwood, a contract 
which is operated for the 
Ministry of Defence through 
our joint venture company, 
Solent Gateway Limited. 

‘We look forward to wel-
coming Duncan, who will 
join us on March 1, 2019.’

� ere was no comment 
available from Jahama 
Highland Estates or its parent 
company, GFG Alliance, 
before we went to press.

Jahama Estates 
boss jumps ship

Jahama Highland Estates 
departing chief executive 
Duncan Mackison.

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

A new multi-million-pound 
fund to promote the out-
standing scenery, wildlife 
and culture of the Highlands 
and Islands opened for appli-
cations on Monday January 
14. Applicants for the £5 
million Natural and Cultural 

Heritage Fund, can come 
from the public, voluntary or 
third sectors. However, the 
fund is not suitable for appli-
cations from the private sec-
tor, individuals, commercial 
enterprise or organisations 
run entirely by volunteers.
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�e Local Government 
Boundary Commission for 
Scotland has begun reviews 
of electoral arrangements for 
the six council areas speci�ed 
in the Islands (Scotland) Act 
2018.

�ese are Argyll and Bute 
Council, Highland Council, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(Western Isles), North 
Ayrshire Council, Orkney 
Islands Council and Shetland 
Islands Council.

�e reviews will result in 
recommendations for the 
number of councillors on 
each authority and the num-
ber and boundaries of wards 
for the election of those coun-
cillors. �ey will not look at 
the external boundaries of 
council areas.

�e new islands legislation 
allows for use of one or two 
member wards, in addition 
to the current multi-member 
wards, where a ward includes 
an inhabited island.

�e commission will 
conduct the reviews in two 
phases, focusing �rst on 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
and Orkney and Shetland 
islands council areas.

Consultation with the 
councils and the public is 

planned for spring and sum-
mer 2019. �e commission 
will then review Argyll and 
Bute, Highland and North 
Ayrshire council areas.

Ronnie Hinds, chairman 
of the commission, said: ‘We 
welcome the new islands 
legislation and the �exibility 
it o�ers us to use one or two 
member wards where there 
are inhabited islands.

‘�e islands make a unique 
contribution to Scotland 
but island communities face 
distinctive challenges and the 
new �exibility will help us 
recognise that while respect-
ing the other requirements of 
an electoral review.

‘We look forward to engag-
ing with the six councils and 
their communities and have 
already taken the opportu-
nity during 2018 to begin 
discussions na h-Eileanan 
an Iar. Consultation is key 
to our work and we hope to 
encourage full participation 
in the reviews over the next 
two years.’

�e Islands (Scotland) Act 
2018 requires the commission 
to review the six councils as 
soon as practicable and the 
commission will make its 
recommendations to Scottish 

ministers before May 2021, in 
order that the resulting wards 
will be available for the local 
government elections in May 
2022.

When reviewing electoral 
arrangements the commis-
sion is required to take ac-
count of the following factors:

z the interests of e�ec-
tive and convenient local 
government;

z within each council, each 
councillor should represent 
the same number of electors 
as nearly as possible;

z local ties which would be 
broken by making a particu-
lar boundary;

z the desirability of �xing 
boundaries that are easily 
identi�able;

z special geographical 
considerations.

Where a ward contains 
an inhabited island, the 
commission can recommend 
that it elects between one and 
four councillors. In all other 
circumstances, a ward must 
return either three or four 
councillors.

Boundary Commission begins 
review of island council area

Fort William Accordion and 
Fiddle Club hosted guest 
artist Ian Cruickshanks 
Trio, from Kirriemuir, and a 
host of familiar faces for an 
entertaining evening at the 
Railway Club on Tuesday 
January 8.

It was a brilliant start to the 
new year with non-stop music 
from the band and a few local 
musicians, some taking a 
break from their busy touring 
schedules to play. 

�ere were plenty of feet 
tapping and hands clapping 
all night.

�e six Lochaber locals 
– Ewen Henderson, Hugh 
MacCallum, Andrew 
MacDonald, Calum MacColl, 

The Ian Cruickshanks trio, with Malcom Ross and Iain 
MacCallum, were joined by ‘Hecky’ Henderson and Calum 
MacColl for a stramash at the end of the evening. 

Returning local musicians Ewen Henderson, Hugh 
MacCallum, Andrew MacDonald, Calum MacColl, Robert 
Nairn and ‘Hecky’ Henderson were a hit with the audience. 

Familiar faces at Fort William Accordion and Fiddle Club

Robert Nairn and ‘Hecky’ 
Henderson – took to the stage 
to play various instruments 
together and a�er half an 
hour of entertainment there 

was rapturous applause. �e 
boys do not get together o�en 
as they are all in other bands 
or work away.

Two of the club’s young 

accordion players, Cameron 
MacIsaac and Craig Kennedy, 
added to the programme.

Chairman Alisdair 
MacDonald thanked the art-

ists and everyone who attend-
ed, especially the returning 
local musicians.

�e next club meeting is on 
�ursday February 7.

Push to 
revamp 
Mallaig 
playparks

Fort William bike track study
Lochaber Wheeled Sports 
Society is to commission a 
feasibility study to gauge sup-
port for a new pump track, 
trials bike park and skatepark 
in Fort William.

Two site options have been 
identi�ed: the old tennis 
courts behind Lochaber 

Leisure Centre and a parcel 
of land owned by Liberty and 
leased by Stramash just o� 
the A82 close to Inverlochy 
Castle. Subject to funding, it 
is proposed phase one would 
see a pump track built, with 
subsequent phases compris-
ing a skatepark and trials bike 

park. �e project was awarded 
£10,000 from the West Coast 
Communities Growth Trust 
a�er winning the Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce 
investment competition 
Dragons’ Glen in November 
last year. Led by local dentist 
and mountain bike enthusiast 

Gregor Muir, the team made 
an impassioned pitch on the 
importance of biking in the 
town and its role in getting 
more youngsters involved in 
outdoor sports.

�e team now needs to 
carry out a consultation 
exercise, which will inform 

the feasibility study which, in 
turn, will be used to support 
funding applications.

An online survey is availa-
ble for the public to complete 
at surveymonkey.com and 
can be found via the Fort 
Pump track and BMX park 
Facebook page.

Mallaig residents have 
started fundraising to spruce 
up the area’s play parks.

A small group was formed 
at the Mallaig Community 
Council meeting in 
December with the aim of 
enhancing and repairing 
the children’s play parks. It 
was agreed £1,750 held in 
the community council’s 
account should be allocated 
to this project if the group 
is successful in raising other 
funds.

At the same December 
meeting, community 
councillors heard planning 
permission had been granted 
for new village toilets.

A meeting has been held 
with Marine Harvest’s head 
of construction who has 
o�ered to help with the 
project.

�e community council 
also heard Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise will 
support the project.

F I N A N C I A L  A DV I C E  
O F  R E A L  F A M I LY  VA L U E

Our intergenerational wealth management advice is designed to protect the wealth and financial future 
of your family. We provide a range of family-oriented financial products and services, enabling you to 
work together to support each other across the generations. 

Whether you would like to help younger family members onto the housing ladder, contribute 
to a grandchild’s education or wedding, or help an older relative with later-life planning, careful 
consideration can ensure your wealth works harder for all your family without compromising your 
own retirement needs.

Contact me for further information.

H2SJP30166 10/18

The Partner Practice represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management 
plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) 
for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management 
products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s 
website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The title ‘Partner Practice’ is the 
marketing term used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.

ARGYLL WEALTH CONSULTANTS LTD
Partner Practice of St. James’s Place Wealth Management

T: 01546 600029  |  M: 07793 810749 
E: russell.anderson@sjpp.co.uk  |  W: www.sjpp.co.uk/argyll

10 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8LZ
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WHAT’S ON 
in Lochaber

Two teenagers among 
drivers charged in festive 
drink driving campaign An open afternoon on 

Gaelic medium education 
in Lochaber will be held 
on Saturday January 19 in 
Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar from 1pm to 3pm.

 Lochaber Music for All 
presents The Ragtime Dolls 
on Sunday January 20 at 
Kilmallie Hall at 3pm. Tea, 
co� ee and cakes will be 
available at the interval. 
Tickets at the door.

 Allan MacLeod of Corrour 
Estate will give a talk on 
the history and wildlife of 
the area at a meeting of 
Lochaber Natural History 
Society on Monday January 
21. The presentation will be 
at An Drochaid, Claggan, at 
7.30pm.

 Entries for the 45th annual 
Lochaber Music Festival 
close on Friday January 25. 
For more information visit 
lochabermusicfestival.co.uk 
or go to the Lochaber Music 
Festival Facebook page.

 The second monthly 
meeting of Fort William 
Photographic Society has 
been postponed until 
Tuesday January 29 when 
Stuart Moralee will give a 
slide show of his 2017 trip to 
the Valleys of Naar and Phu 
in Nepal. The event will be 
held in the Salvation Army 
Hall at 7pm.

 The Fort William and 
district branch of Royal 
British Legion Scotland is 
holding a potted sports 
evening at Sunny's Bar on 
Thursday January 31 at 7pm.

 

What does Skye have in 
common with Christchurch 
in New Zealand, Egypt, 
Fukuoka in Japan, Ghana, the 
Grand Canyon in the USA, 
Hawaii, Kerala in India and 
New York?

� e answer is it and other 
Hebridean islands are includ-
ed on American broadcaster 
CNN’s list of 19 must-see 
destinations in the world in 
2019.

� e U-turn comes a� er 
last year’s controversy when 
CNN included Skye as a place 
to avoid because of what it 
claimed were pressures from 
too many tourists.

Last year, Skye was lumped 
in which such crowded tour-
ism hot spots as Barcelona, 
Venice, the Taj Mahal in 
India, Antarctica and Mount 
Everest.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, 
has welcomed CNN’s change 
of heart.

Last year CNN’s claim that 
Skye was experiencing a 
‘tourism backlash’ and was 
one of a dozen worldwide 
destinations visitors should 
avoid in the summer had 
prompted Ms Forbes to invite 
the broadcaster to visit the 
Hebridean island. ‘� is is a 

� irty two people were 
reported for drink or drug 
driving over the festive peri-
od, police in the Highlands 
and Islands have said.

Of those detected locally 
during the month-long 
national campaign, 11 of the 
drivers were in their 20s or 
younger.

More than 3,000 vehicles 
were stopped as part of the 
crackdown with the vast 
majority of those checked 
returning negative test 
results.

However, 30 drivers will 
face further action for alleged 
drink driving, while two 
will be reported for allegedly 
driving under the in� uence 
of drugs.

� ese include 25 men and 
seven women. 

� is compares to 37 people 
– 29 men and eight women 
– over the same period in 
2017/18.

All of the drivers detected 
will be or already have been 
reported to the Procurator 
Fiscal and seven applications 

for vehicle forfeiture have 
been made.

Highland and Islands 
Road Policing Inspector Neil 
Lumsden said: ‘� e results 
of this year’s campaign 
are proportionately very 
encouraging. 

‘� is year’s campaign has 
highlighted locally a trend 
not previously seen, with 11 
young drivers, including two 
teenagers and all of them 
men, choosing to get behind 
the wheel of a vehicle a� er 
consuming alcohol or drugs.

‘It will have a life-changing 
e� ect on each and every one 
of the drivers who have been 
reported as a result of activity 
in the last month. 

‘Is it worth gaining a crim-
inal record, a driving ban 
and potentially a custodial 
sentence for the sake of a few 
drinks or a quick high?

‘It is clear some drivers still 
feel this is a risk worth taking 
and we will continue to carry 
out enforcement activity 
aiming at removing these 
drivers from the roads.’

Ian Burgess has been appoint-
ed chairman of Western Isles 
NHS Board.

For the past four years, Mr 
Burgess has served on the 
board of NHS Western Isles 
as a non-executive director 
and as vice chairman for the 
past year.

He stood down from his role 
as member of NHS Western 
Isles Board on taking up the 
position of chairman, an ap-
pointment which will run for 
four years from January 2019 
to December 2022.

Mr Burgess said: ‘I am very 
pleased to be the chairman 
of NHS Western Isles, an 
organisation which is so 
important to all of us living 
in the Western Isles. 

‘I am also proud of all our 

Ian Burgess. 

Ian Burgess appointed chairman  
of NHS Western Isles Board

MSP welcomes 
CNN’s U-turn 
on visiting Skye

by Mark Entwistle
mentwistle@obantimes.co.uk

MSP Kate Forbes has 
welcomed the American 
television giant’s change 
of tune when it comes to 
visiting Skye.

welcome U-turn by CNN,’ 
Ms Forbes told the Lochaber 
Times. ‘When the American 
news outlet � rst published a 
story recommending tourists 
did not visit Skye, I was 
dismayed.

‘For all the challenges we 
face in remote and rural 
parts of the Highlands, the 
economy is fragile and small 
changes can have big impacts.

‘Tourism is a vital driver 
of growth, creating jobs and 
generating income.

‘Yes, there have been frus-
trations, but these are isolated 
to certain areas and it would 
be catastrophic if tourists 
were told not to come. I am 
pleased CNN has changed its 
tune.’

sta�  who deliver excellent 
health care to all those in 
our care and look forward to 
working alongside them.’

Crofters assured 
of Less Favoured 
Area support
� e Scottish Cro� ing 
Federation has received an 
assurance from the Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Economy 
Fergus Ewing that he is 
committed to maintaining 
Less Favoured Area Support 
at 80 per cent of the 2018 
funding level for the next 
� nancial years 2019 and 
2020.

‘Less Favoured Area pay-
ments are vital for those of us 
in the Highlands and Islands 
who face natural constraints,’ 
said Russell Smith, chairman 
of the Scottish Cro� ing 
Federation, ‘so the prospect 
of this support being cut to 
80 per cent in 2019 and then 
to only 40 per cent in 2020 
was unthinkable.’
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MacPhail
ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk

Finding innovative ways of 
blowing away the January 
blues is a staple endeavour 
of  this post-festive, dark, 
dreary and anticlimactic 
month but if you are 
even marginally a music fan, 
Celtic Connections is a tonic 
most powerful.

More than ‘New Year, 
New You’ type fads, more 
than resolutions to spend 
less time on Facebook, eat 
no chocolate and go to the 
gym three times a day, 
Celtic Connections can 
li�  you from the heebie-
jeebies of January with the 
power of music as it bursts 
into life  with the positive 
energy of a � ock of spring 
lambs arriving three months 
early.

From today (� ursday) 
until February 3, this 
Glasgow-based roots music 
extravaganza will welcome 
acts from around the globe 
to perform at more than 
300  events across the city 
and hit audience numbers 
in the region of last year’s 
130,000.

Having existed now for a 
quarter of a century, Celtic 
Connections is well-estab-
lished as the biggest event of 

its kind in the world. Since 
its inception in 1994, when it 
held 66 events and welcomed 
a modest 27,000 attendees, 
it has grown, developed and 
matured into an entity that 
shapes the calendar and ca-
reers of musicians and gives 
an annual gi�  to music fans.

Taynuilt man Donald Shaw 
of Capercaillie is still very 
much at the helm, although 
with a slight change in title 
from artistic director to cre-
ative producer. 

He has stepped back from 
the front-line of program-
ming to allow for more of his 
time to be spent on the over-
all and long-term direction 
of the festival.

Donald’s role at the head of 
the team in recent years has 
added greatly to the musical 
credibility of the event and 
he has and will continue 
to use his track record as a 
musician and his intimate 
knowledge of the art and the 
industry to maintain musi-
cal innovation and integrity.

� e live music scene in 
Scotland is healthier than it 
has ever been and that seems 
to be particularly so in the 
west coast areas. � rough 
December and early January, 

the number of gigs that were 
happening was unbelievable.

� roughout Argyll 
and Lochaber it was like 
wacky races with Mànran, 
Skerryvore, Tide Lines, the 
Red Hot Chilli Pipers, Heron 
Valley, Skipinnish and other 
bands all hitting the roads 
and halls, crisscrossing each 
other to one full house a� er 
another.

� ere are many intangible 
as well as many clearly 
identi� able factors involved 
in the current upsurge of 
live music and the pro� le 
of Celtic Connection and 
its knock-on reverberations 
around the country is cer-
tainly a big contributor.

Next week I may cover 
some of the events I am 
able to attend but, in the 
meantime, I would urge any 
readers who fancy a musical 
feast to go online and have a 
look through the impressive 
programme of events taking 
place in Glasgow over the 
following 18 days.

However, be warned that if 
you go to Glasgow this week-
end for a concert, you may 
wake up on the morning of 
February 4 wondering what 
on earth happened.

Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) has just been 
awarded funding from the 
Local Connect  Regional 
Food Fund, which seeks to 
celebrate and promote locally 
produced food and drink 
throughout Scotland.

LEG’s Lochaber Food ini-
tiative aims to stimulate the 
production and consumption 
of local food in the region by 
encouraging partnerships be-
tween residents, restaurants, 
retailers and local producers 
who are encouraged to em-
ploy sustainable traditional 
cro� ing practices and grow 
food using organic principles.

� e aim is to build a robust, 
sustainable and collaborative 
local food market where the 
provenance of the produce is 
clear, the food miles are low 
and the consumer develops 
and appreciation of what is in 
season.

Adam Veitch, a local cro� er 
and sourdough baker, said: 
‘It is really exciting to be 
involved in the initiative. 
Lochaber Food will allow 
producers to support each 
other and enable consumers 

to access food that’s been 
grown locally.’

Events will take place 
throughout the year. In the 
� rst instance, local producers 
and those who would like 
to be producers (however 
small) are encouraged to get 
in touch and let LEG know 
what they do and what they 
aspire to do if there was a 
better-connected market.

For more information email 
stephen@lochaberenviro.org.
uk

Lochaber Food project 
puts emphasis on local

� e linkspans at Coll and 
Tarbert on Harris are to 
close for a few days because 
of � ndings during routine 
inspections.

Work to replace the wire 
ropes used for li� ing the link-
spans at Coll and Tarbert is 
scheduled to take place at the 
end of January at Coll and the 
end of February at Tarbert.

CMAL, which owns the 
harbours, has appointed a 
contractor to carry out the 
work, which will be done 
in stages to cause as little 
disruption to ferry services as 
possible.

� e linkspan at Coll will be 
closed a� er the 12.45pm sail-
ing on Tuesday January 22 
and will re-open for the ar-
rival of the 9.55am service on 
Saturday January 26, which 
will allow the contractor to 
replace the ropes on one side 
of the linkspan. It will then 
close again a� er the 12.45pm 
sailing on Monday January 
28, and re-open for the 
arrival of the 10.15am sailing 

on � ursday January 31. � is 
will allow the replacement of 
the remaining ropes.

� e linkspan at Tarbert, 
Harris, will be closed a� er the 
4pm service on Wednesday 
February 27 departs and will 
re-open for the arrival of the 
11.20am sailing on Tuesday 
March 5. 

� is will allow both sets 
of rope replacements to be 

carried out during a single 
closure.

Ramsay Muirhead, head 
of civil engineering at 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited said: ‘Following rou-
tine inspection of the link-
spans at Coll and Tarbert, it 
was deemed the replacement 
of the wire li� ing ropes at 
both harbours was required.

‘We would have preferred 

to carry out the work at Coll 
during the already scheduled 
linkspan closure in October. 
However, for safety reasons, 
we have decided not to delay 
the replacement.

‘We are working with the 
team at CalMac and our 
contractor to ensure this 
work is carried out with as 
little disturbance to services 
as possible.’

CalMac has advised servic-
es for foot passengers will be 
provided during the disrup-
tion on normal service days 
on both routes. However, 
passengers are advised an 
amended timetable may be 
in operation and are asked 
to refer to its website, www.
calmac.co.uk, for details.

CalMac director of service 
delivery David Gibson said: 
‘We have tried to build 
services around this unavoid-
able disruption as best we can 
to minimise the impact to 
communities while the work 
is completed as quickly as is 
possible.’

Work to close Coll 
and Tarbert linkspans

The Coll ferry service will be disrupted on two occasions 
this month to allow the linkspan to be replaced.

Experience the Magic of
Machirhanish

*Offers subject to availability. Rates include VAT and £3 per room night resort fee and is based 
on 2 people sharing a hotel room or 4 people sharing a 2-bedroom cottage. Offer dates vary - 
please visit MachDunes.com for complete details.

WILD 
WEEKENDS

from £106* pp/pn
1 May - 30 Sep

MIDWEEK  
STAY & PLAY 

from £101* pp/pn
1 May - 30 Sep

SPRING SWING 
STAY & PLAY 

from £80* pp/pn
1 March - 30 Apr

For information or to book, call 01586 810 000 or 
email reservations@machdunes.com.

Offers all include golf, accommodation, breakfast and more!

MachDunes.com
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A campaign to restore a fa-
mous  19th-century hunting 
lodge in the Small Isles to its 
former glory got under way 
this week.

Nestling in the bay of Loch 
Scresort on the Isle of Rum,   
Kinloch Castle is surrounded 
by a shelter belt of trees, 
planted at the same time as 
the castle was built. It is an 
impressive and intriguing 
sight as you approach the 
island.

But it is in a sad state of dis-
repair and with no one living 
in the castle problems that 
had been building over the 
years continued to a� ect the 
structure and magni� cent 
contents.

However, that all could 
change a� er the  Kinloch 
Castle Friends Association 
(KCFA), formed in 1996, 

launched its crowdfunding 
appeal on Monday, January 
14, in an attempt to restore 
this magni� cent old hunting 
lodge.

At its AGM in 2017, due to 
the increasingly rapid dete-
rioration of the castle, it was 
decided to apply to Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH), the 
current owners of the castle, 
for an asset transfer with a 

view to reopening the hostel, 
bar and bistro, meaning that 
a greater number of people 
could visit and stay on Rum.

Much work has already 
been undertaken towards 
achieving this goal and a 
business plan has been pre-
sented to SNH, which contin-
ues discussions with KCFA. 
A specialist in the restoration 
of historic buildings has also 

been employed to look at all 
the aspects of building and 
restoration work that will be 
required.

All the work involved in 
applying for asset transfer, 
requires funding. In addition 
to surveyors, roofers and a 
range of other trades, KCFA 
also requires funding for 
legal and accountancy costs.

A spokesman said: ‘We 
need to raise money to help 
pay for ongoing costs as we 
work nearer to asset transfer 
and are initially aiming for 
£10,000. We have some excel-
lent rewards to tempt people.

‘Our updated business 
plan is nearly ready to go 

in to SNH once more. SNH 
meanwhile have repaired the 
problem which was causing 
massive water ingress into the 
basement.’

To date, KCFA has applied 
to a range of funding organ-
isations and is looking to 
attract more members.

� e reopening of the hostel, 
bar and bistro is only phase 
one of KCFA’s business plan, 
over time it is planned to 
open hotel style rooms and 
restore the fabric and � ttings 
of the castle.

Built by an immensely 
wealthy Lancashire indus-
trialist George Bullough just 
as the 19th century came to 
close,  Kinloch Castle was 
used primarily as a shooting 
lodge, where prestigious 
guests would be hosted in 
luxury.  No expense was 
spared in the castle and it 
soon became home to arte-
facts from all over the world 

most of which can still be 
seen today.

� e castle once boasted 
plenty of cutting-edge 
technology, such as hydro- 
powered electric lighting, 
telephones and luxurious 
baths with lots of jets that 
sprayed from many angles.

Since the death of Sir George 
in 1939 the castle began to fall 
into slow decline and in 1957  
the Isle of Rum was bought by 
the government as a national 
nature reserve latterly under 
the management of Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

Eventually, in 2013, the hos-
tel facility in the castle was 
closed, although tours of the 
public rooms and some of the 
bedrooms continue to be giv-
en over the summer months, 
right up to the present day.

To � nd out more about the 
castle and the campaign, visit 
the website www.kinlochcas-
tlefriends.org

Crowdfunding launched to 
restore Rum’s Kinloch Castle

Kinloch Castle is home 
to artefacts from all over 
the world and red deer 
trophies are still in place 
on the walls. Photograph: Kinloch 

Castle Friends Association. 

by Neill Bo Finlayson
n� nlayson@obantimes.co.uk
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�is was a Christmas and 
New Year season which will 
stand out and be long remem-
bered in Lewis and Harris 
and beyond.

As well as the usual festive 
events, what took precedence 
over everything was the 
preparation for the centenary 
of and in remembrance of the 
lolaire tragedy.

As these were well pub-
licised in this and other 
newspapers and other media, 
there is no need for them to be 
listed here.

A lot of hard work went 
into these events and those 
involved in their presentation 
deserve our utmost praise 
and thanks.

Special mention should be 
made of two very good books.

�e Darkest Dawn, written 
by Malcolm MacDonald and 
Donald John MacLeod, was  
published recently by Acair 
Books.

A very good account of its 

Few islanders 
untouched by 
Iolaire event
CATH MACDONALD 

fort@obantimes.co.uk

View from the Edge

News that the Scottish 
Government is supporting 
calls to have the site of the 
Iolaire wreck to be designated 
by the Ministry of Defence as 
a military maritime grave 
have been welcomed by 
Alasdair Allan, SNP MSP for 
Na h-Eileanan an Iar. 

�e Isles MSP posed the 
question to Nicola Sturgeon 
in the �rst First Minister’s 

Questions since the 
Parliament returned from the 
winter recess. 

�e First Minister also 
con�rmed members of the 
Scottish Commemorations 
Panel have raised the issue 
with the Ministry of Defence, 
which has powers over the 
decision.

Alasdair Allan said: ‘I’m 
pleased the First Minister has 

con�rmed the calls to des-
ignate the site of Iolaire as a 
military maritime grave have 
the Scottish Government’s 
full backing.

‘�e Iolaire tragedy is one 
of the saddest tales ever told 
in the islands. So many were 
never recovered from the 
wreck – around one third of 
those who lost their lives. 

‘A �tting way to recognise 

Holyrood backs calls for Iolaire site to be designated war grave

The Nicolson Institute’s 
Youth and Philanthropy 
Initiative (YPI) winning 
team for 2018/19 present-
ed a cheque for £3,000 to 
Western Isles Women’s Aid 
last week.

This is a welcome boost 
for the charity and great 

recognition of the team’s 
hard work and commit-
ment.  YPI is a citizenship 
programme that raises 
awareness among young 
people about philanthropy 
and their local community.

Left to right: Mrs 
M Mackenzie, RME 

Department; Lorna Nicol, 
Western Isles Women’s 
Aid; Mary Watt, manager 
of Western Isles Women’s 
Aid; Abby-Jo Morrison; 
Mary Jane Morrison; Scott 
Maclennan; Lee MacLean; 
John MacRae and Dr F 
Murray, Rector.

Island youth donate £3,000 to 
Western Isles Women’s Aid

contents was given in the 
�rst January edition of the 
Lochaber Times.

�ere is also When I Heard 
�e Bell by John MacLeod, 
published in 2010 and re-
printed in 2016.

�ese books are full of 
information, with photos and 
some background of those 
who were lost and those who 
survived.

One survivor from Harris 
was Alex Campbell, of 
Plocropool, a �rst cousin of 
my father.

On his way home, a short 
distance down the road from 
our cro�, he called on my 
grandparents. 

My grandmother was his 
aunt. 

My father was a child of 
eight years or so and he 
remembered Alex calling and 
that he was  soaking wet.

He had walked all the way 
from Stornoway. 

�is was the �rst the fam-
ily had heard of the tragedy, 
communications in those 
days being very far from what 
they are now.

A�er so many decades of 
sparse information about 

the loss of the Iolaire, we are 
thankful for what we have 
learned about how the acci-
dent happened, about those 
who were lost and those who 
survived, and something also 
of how their families coped 
with this most tragic accident 
and loss.

To lose so many from 
small communities at a time 
when people expected to be 
greeting them and rejoicing 
on their arrival, and for it 
to happen when they were 
so close to home, is hard to 
imagine. 

Now we have learned so 
much about the navigational 
error which turned out to be 
catastrophic, and that tribute 
has been paid to those who 
were on the Iolaire, returning 
from a war and then no longer 
with us, a duty has been done.

We have reason to give 
thanks to everyone involved 
in the commemoration 
events, exhibitions, presenta-
tions, authors and publishers, 
groups and individuals who 
worked on this very special 
task of remembrance.

A  Happy New Year to all 
Lochaber Times readers.
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Holyrood backs calls for Iolaire site to be designated war grave Vessel towed back to port in Portree’s � rst call of 2019

Island MSP Alasdair Allan, 
right, has hit out at the 
‘arbitrary and unjusti� able’ 
delivery surcharges islanders 
have to face a� er research 
has shown consumers in the 
Western Isles continue to pay 
over the odds for items sent, 
writes Neill Bo Finlayson.

� e Scottish Parliament 
Information Centre (SPICe) 
has estimated consumers in 
the Western Isles faced £2.66 
million in delivery surcharges 
during 2018. 

� is is almost a � ve per cent 
increase from 2017 where 
SPICe estimated the cost of 
delivery surcharges as £2.54 
million.

� e power to regulate 
parcel delivery surcharg-
ing is reserved to the UK 

MSP hits out at 
surcharges to isles

Portree paramedic and 
24-hour care plan
� e provision of 24-hour 
urgent care at Portree 
Hospital is on schedule to be 
fully operational by May of 
this year, the Lewis Ritchie 
Implementation Steering 
Group heard at its meeting in 
Portree on January 8.

� e meeting also heard the 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
(SAS) will recruit a team of 
paramedics to be stationed 
at Portree Hospital over the 
next year.

NHS Highland and NHS 24 
are working together to pilot 
advance nurse practitioners 
who will undertake a dual 
role for both organisations in 
Portree and Broadford.  � is 
work has not been done 
before and the purpose is to 
underpin a resilient out-of-
hours service.

Senior managers from 
NHS 24 will visit Skye and 
Glenelg in late February with 
NHS Highland to meet with 

community representatives 
to support the development 
of these proposals.

David Park, chief o�  cer 
of NHS Highland’s North 
Highland Health and Social 
Care partnership, said an 
options appraisal would be 
undertaken to � nd a perma-
nent solution for out-of-hours 
urgent care on Raasay.

Graham MacLeod, head 
of ambulance services 
Highland, told the meeting 
an action plan for recruiting 
and training � rst responders 
on Skye is under way. 

He explained that SAS is 
developing a case that, if 
successful, would see the 
recruitment of six additional 
sta�  in Portree to have the 
ambulance based there oper-
ating 24/7 and see the elim-
ination of on call in Portree 
in 2019/20. Mr MacLeod said 
it is hoped recruitment can 
begin at the end of March.

Portree Lifeboat was called 
into action for the � rst time in 
2019 and it was the � rst shout 
for the newly-appointed duty 
mechanic.

At   12.50pm on Saturday 
January 5, the Portree RNLI 
Lifeboat was launched to help 
a local � shing boat with en-
gine issues on Loch Snizort. 
� e three � shermen on board 
were safe and well but the 

vessel needed a tow back into 
Uig, Skye.

� e lifeboat arrived on site 

at 2.20pm and established 
an alongside tow, arriving 
at Uig at 2.45pm, departing 

at 2.55pm for Portree a� er 
making the vessel secure.

On board was duty 
mechanic Stuart ‘Stupod’ 
Nicolson on his � rst shout as 
the mechanic.  

Stuart started with the 
crew at the age of 17, joining 
his father John Nicolson, the 
full-time mechanic. 

John was on annual leave 
the day of 2019’s � rst shout.

their sacri� ce would be to 
designate the Iolaire as a 
military maritime grave – 
protecting the site in their 
memory, in perpetuity.

‘It was very welcome to have 
the First Minister, alongside 
Prince Charles, present at 
the commemoratory cere-
mony on New Year’s Day in 
Stornoway. � e commemo-
rations for the Iolaire have 

been incredibly moving and 
it is clear the tragedy of New 
Year’s Day 1919 will never be 
forgotten.

‘� e First Minister’s 
backing for the Iolaire site 
becoming a military grave 
is a very positive step and 
I hope the MOD will make 
the decision, which would 
be welcomed across the 
Western Isles and Scotland.’

The three 
� shermen on 
board were safe 
and well but the 
� shing vessel 
needed a tow 
back into Uig, 
Isle of Skye. 

Government. However, the 
Scottish Government has 
launched an action plan 
on tackling unfair delivery 
charges which includes devel-
oping a fair delivery charges 

map where consumers will 
be able to compare and track 
delivery costs and providing a 
crowdsourcing website where 
customer experiences of un-
fair deliveries can be shared.

Alasdair Allan said: 
‘Islanders rely on being able 
to purchase items online 
that we cannot easily pick up 
locally. 

‘However, the Western 
Isles continues to be one of 
the worst places a� ected by 
retailers setting arbitrary 
and unjusti� able delivery 
surcharges. Island consumers 
are now paying more than 
£2.66 million  in delivery 
charges.

‘More has to be done to 
stop islanders being ripped 
o� . While the Scottish 

Government’s recent action 
plan was a welcome step for-
ward in the campaign against 
unfair delivery charges, 
ultimately the powers in this 
area are reserved to the UK 
Government and they must 
step up.

‘Along with cross-party 
Highlands and Islands MPs, 
my colleague Angus MacNeil 
MP is preparing a list of com-
panies who charge excessive 
fees to deliver to the islands 
with the aim of submitting 
this to the UK Government’s 
Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial 
Strategy. 

‘I would encourage constitu-
ents to share their experiences 
with him by emailing angus.
macneil.mp@parliament.uk.’
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YOUR PICTURESNew investment 
in Lochaber hotels 
is very welcome
� ere has been a boom time for the 
tourism sector across Lochaber in recent 
years, partly as a result of the uncertainty 
caused by Brexit, but also in large measure 
as a result of hard work by many people 
involved in the industry.

However, there is no room for compla-
cency, so it is worrying to hear that Indian 
millionaire Sanjay Narang was disappoint-
ed  by his experience of the hotels he stayed 
in during a visit to Scotland.

Now he has bought three hotels – 
stressing that none of them was the subject 
of his complaints – in the Highlands, 
including two in Lochaber.

Mr Narang has promised to spend 
around £7 million upgrading the Cluanie 
Inn at Glenmoriston, the Whispering 
Pine Lodge (formerly Letter� nlay Lodge) 
at Spean Bridge and Rokeby Manor 
(formerly Craigard House) at Invergarry.

If Mr Narang, now a major force in the 
food and hospitality industry in India, 
can deliver on his pledge to improve the 
hotels, it will be a welcome investment.

We wish him well in his e� orts to 
contribute to the Lochaber economy.

Good to see young 
people engaging
� ere are, inevitably, some people who 
are critical of Lochaber High School 
teenager Holly Gillibrand, 13, who 
staged a walkout last Friday in protest 
at the lack of action to tackle climate 
breakdown. Now she has said she 
intends continuing her weekly strikes, 
with the support of her family and many 
others.

Climate change is a genuine issue, per-
haps especially for remote, rural, scenic 
and coastal areas such as Lochaber, so 
it is good to see our concerned young 
people taking such an interest.

We are lucky to have such 
good politicians
� is feels like an appropriate time of year to 
publicly thank our MSP Kate Forbes and MP Ian 
Blackford for their work on our behalf. Whether 
or not you agree with all or some or none of 
their party politics, we should think ourselves 
extremely fortunate in having two of the most 
active and hard-working individuals represent-
ing us. Similarly Andrew Baxter should be com-
mended for his commitment and willingness to 
repeatedly speak up and speak out on our behalf 
locally. (I am sure there are other councillors 
working just as hard elsewhere in Highland, but 
in South Lochaber it appears to me that Andrew 
is largely working alone.)

My New Year resolution is to give them all 
more of my support. � at doesn’t just mean 
thanking them when they do something I agree 
with, it means letting them know what I think 
about the issues they are dealing with, whether 
for or against; asking questions, making the 
e� ort to � nd out more, and writing in support of 
their e� orts when appropriate. � ey were elected 
by us and are paid by us through our taxes, and 
as with any ‘employee’, it is not acceptable to 
put them in post and leave them to get on with 
it for � ve years – they need and deserve our 
input, feedback, guidance and support, just as 
we rightly demand the same from them.

� eir work impacts our lives in every way, all of 
the time, whether we like it or not, and whether 
we are interested in politics or not. I for one 
intend to show my support for what they do by 
engaging with the process a little more.

I have no doubt that they each have the best 
interests of our area in mind, and I would like 
to thank them all for their e� orts on our behalf.

Joanne Matheson, Acharacle.

Seil needs safer routes for 
pedestrians
I read with sadness of the plight many parents 
and families trying to regularly navigate the 
single-lane ‘motorway’ by Balvicar on Seil.

� e local community council has my sympathy 
and support. As they � ght to avoid an incident it’s 
worth noting that in the wider world the move is 
now towards a 20 mph limit in areas frequented 
by pedestrians. � e roads here provide passage 
for vehicular and pedestrian tra�  c but it seems 
that an accident has been avoided so far because 
pedestrians have simply been scared o� . And 
understandably so, for what responsible parent 

would send their kids on to a motorway every 
day. If it was a central belt city this happened in 
the family would no doubt be investigated by 
social services.

And so the argument becomes about the one 
trip the locals have no choice but to force their 
children to make from bus stops to home or 
school.

But that neatly skips over the main issue of 
providing safe island routes for pedestrians now 
cars are so fast and furious none can use the 
road.

� ere are a number of old church paths on Seil 
which have been gradually falling into disrepair.

Reinstatement and extension of these would 
free locals from the tyranny of the road while 
providing a further draw for tourists. 

It would require support and coordination 
from the local council, local landowners and the 
community council. 

It could draw on funding from a variety of 
sources such as the lottery. It should be ac-
companied by a pro-pedestrian attitude by the 
council which ensures pedestrians or cycle based 

We know our readers love to take 
photo graphs so we are happy to create 
this space to showcase people’s images 
each week. If you have a photograph you 
would like to see published here, send 

it to editor@obantimes.co.uk, post it to 
The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB or 
hand it in to our o�  ces in Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, or in 
High Street, Fort William. 
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A tourist information centre in 
Lochboisdale will reopen as Uist 
Gi� s and Info this year.

� e gi�  shop will open in April 
2019 following the closure of the 
VisitScotland service in 2017.

Stòras Uibhist secured the nec-
essary £25,175 funding from the 
Scottish Land Fund to purchase 
the building on behalf of the 
community.

To date, Uist Gi� s and Info has 
been operating an online shop and 
this opportunity will enable them to 
expand their range of gi� s and ser-

vices, and establish a much-needed 
facility in Lochboisdale village.

Donnie Steele of Uist Gi� s and 
Info said: ‘[We] aim to bring a new 
look to the former tourist o�  ce at 
Lochboisdale. We will sell souve-
nirs, gi� s and clothing from the 
Isles, provide tourist info services 
along similar lines to our online 
sites, SouthUist.com, Isleofsouthuist 
and online shop uistgi� s.

‘We will work with local artisans 
and businesses to provide services 
and local gi� s online and in the 
shop.’

Roll up for a Rainbow Raiser for The Leanne Fund
Brighten up everyone’s day with 
a Rainbow Raiser at your school, 
college or workplace this February 
in aid of � e Leanne Fund.

� e Leanne Fund o� ers a range 
of services to individuals a� ected 
by cystic � brosis (CF) and their 
families across the Highlands and 
Islands. � e Leanne Fund was set 
up in 2009 in memory of Leanne 
Mitchell from the Isle of Lewis.

� is special fundraiser on Friday 
February 22 will help make a real 
di� erence to the lives of those with 
CF and ensure a fun charitable 
activity for your class, group or 
workplace.

Last year’s inaugural event was 
a great success with more than 
£1,000 raised for the charity.

All you have to do is request a 
Rainbow Raiser pack and get set 

to wear your best/wackiest  and 
brightest clothes for the day.

Chrisetta Mitchell, development 
manager for � e Leanne Fund, 
said: ‘Each week � ve babies are 
born with cystic � brosis and sadly 
two young lives are lost. � ere is 
currently no cure.

‘At � e Leanne Fund, we provide 
a range of support services to in-
dividuals a� ected by cystic � brosis 
and their families, helping them 
to maintain and improve their 
quality of life and  live life to the 
full. � is help is available across 
Highlands, Islands and Grampian.

‘We are inviting schools, colleges, 
workplaces and businesses to part-
ner with us in hosting a Rainbow 
Raiser, from which the funds 
raised will contribute towards 
making a di� erence in the lives of 

those a� ected by this life-limiting 
disease.

‘We are delighted that many 
local schools and workplaces have 
already signed up to take part and 
I would encourage everyone to get 
involved and encourage your local 
school or nursery, workplace to do 
so.’

In your Rainbow Raiser pack 
you will receive the following to 
help you set up your day: colourful 
bunting template to help you make 
your space bright and beautiful; 
stickers to give to those partici-
pating; a poster to let people know 
what you are organising; top 10 tips 
for making your day as successful 
and fun as possible.

To � nd out more, email � e 
Leanne Fund at info@theleanne-
fund.co.uk

Rainbow Raisers generate funds to help young people su� ering from cystic � brosis.

SOUTH UIST

The lucky winner of a brand new 49in LG Smart Ultra HD TV worth 
£499 in Gleaner Oils’ Big Win competition was Hamish Harrower 
from Fort William. His daughter Kirsty accepted delivery of the TV on 
Hamish’s behalf on December 21. Sales manager Graham McLaggan 
(pictured with Kirsty) personally delivered the TV, along with Madeline 
Rae, sales representative.

‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

• SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING 
AND CLEANING

• SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION
• HIGH PRESSURE JETTING 

& CLEANING

Callum Simpson

(Argyll and the Islands)

Scottish Water Approved Contractor. 

07917 358285

Martin Boyle

(Jura, Islay & Colonsay)
07782 313517

Est 2005  •  Isle of  Jura

info@mbcargyll.com
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Retro Roamer

More Roamerisms 
from the early 1990s
� � ere wasn’t the slightest chance  of know-
ing the score in the New Year shinty match 
between Lodge Fort William 43 and Lodge 
Lochiel 1200. Why? Because, of course, the 
result was a secret. But the annual challenge, 
which featured several former Fort William 
and Kilmallie players making ‘comebacks’ 
and attracted scores of spectators, was a � ne 
sporting start to 1993.
� Meanwhile, up Upper Banavie Road, at 
Torcastle, Ian Sykes was being press ganged 
and then conveyed, under ski patrol, Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team and Hydro Electric 
escort, to the Canal Bank from where he was 
made to walk the plank ONTO ‘� e Souter’s 
Lass’. In total darkness. While Ian was � nding 
his sea legs, the pipes struck up and � reworks 
were set o� . � en the lights went on and 50 
folk started to sing ‘Happy Birthday’. It took 
Spike a wee while to recover his equilibrium 
and, when he did, he certainly needed plenty 
of pu�  to blow out the candles on the cake.
� Two volunteer posts were advertised rather 
quaintly on church notice boards last Sunday: 
‘Two vacant members are required to serve on 
the Parish Council.’
� Prior to taking up his promotion post as 
Chief Inspector in Inverness, Robbie Smart 
had his ‘farewell do’ in Fort William. Robbie 
reminisced about his introduction to Fort 
William and its High Street: ‘I went into a 
pub,’ he said ‘and saw this notice on the wall 
behind the bar which read ‘A Pie, A Pint and a 
Kind Word’. So I asked the barman for a pint. 
He served it without comment. � en I said I’d 
have a pie. It was handed over in silence and, 
so far, he had said absolutely nothing.’ But 
Robbie persevered. ‘I just had to jar him,’ he 
said. ‘What about the kind word, then?’ � is 
elicited an immediate response. ‘Don’t eat the 
pie, it’s last week’s.’
� Claggan Park groundsman John Sandison 
is getting ready for the arrival of Celtic for 
Sunday’s friendly against Fort William. John 
has asked for new, environmentally friendly 
green overalls to replace the light blue issue he 
normally wears. And John is hopeful of get-
ting a new cap to swap for the blue and white 
one that goes with the job and which has the 
initials DSO emblazoned on it.   If he doesn’t 
get kitted out in time for the wearing of the 
green, then he’ll deserve the DSO if he puts 
in an appearance sporting his usual light blue 
gear. Meanwhile, if all else fails, Florence has 

bought a tin of white emulsion so John can go 
out into the park prior to kick-o�  and paint 
the tips of the grass blades white!
� � e atmosphere has been electric around these 
parts recently. In Appin, for example, sparks 
� ew during the � lming of a TV commercial. � e 
activities of technicians from Glasgow-based 
television production company were such that 
they soon had a highly charged impact on the 
local populace. � ey needed power, you see, to 
heighten the lighting e� ects on, among other 
local focal points, Castle Stalker. So they linked 
up their generator to the Appin supply. � en, 
� ash, bang, wallop they blew the lot, rendering 
out of action the village cookers and kettles, 
fridges and freezers, TVs and table lamps. Locals 
say the � lm company personnel were totally em-
barrassed which was hardly surprising as they 
were attempting to produce a Hydro Electric TV 
advert.
� � ere was a lot of power – water power – surg-
ing past the courthouse last Friday for the West 
End to have harnessed it all to generate their own 
hydro electricity. What a pity the legal eagles, 
constabulary members and the public couldn’t 
have been captured on video as they tried to ford 
the rushing waters of Allt a’ Phriosain to get into 
and out of the courthouse.
� Who, apart from skiers, could fail to warm 
to Malcolm Brown’s o� -piste comment at 9am 
on Nevis Radio/SkiFM at the weekend? ‘I’ll be 
back at 10am to remind you there’s no skiing 
on Aonach Mor,’ he said.
� Peter was at the jigging. At Lochaber Rugby 
Club’s dinner dance, to be precise, getting his 
teeth into a Strip the Willow. � e whole length 
of the Milton � oor was taken up with sets of 
kilted rugby players and their long skirted 
partners giving it beans. All of a sudden, 
Peter put his hand to his mouth then sashayed 
through the ranks of dancers, glissading to a 
stop among the farthest away group and start-
ing to scratch about on the � oor. Peter then 
emerged triumphantly with his top set which, 
remarkably, had survived all the scrums and 
tackles of the Strip the Willow sets.
� In the teeth of a howling gale, I was heading 
into town on foot from Claggan. I chanced upon 
a rain coated, mu�  ed and bunneted gentleman, 
clinging to the railings at St Mary’s. It was 
the redoubtable Stron(i)ach, understandably, 
because of his arti� cial limbs, making heavy 
weather of his attempts to cross the road to the 
station. Which should explain to all you tooting, 
light � ashing, hand waving local motorists why 
Stron(i)ach and I were to be seen, arm in arm, 
battling the elements along Belford Road and 
then across to the sanctuary of the station.

Disruption expected as lock gates are replaced
Critical repairs started this week on the 
Caledonian and Union Canals thanks to  
Scottish Government funding, including an 
additional allocation of £5.35 million made 
available to Scottish Canals in November 
2018.

Scheduled to last about three months, the 
lock gates at Kytra and Fort Augustus on the 
Caledonian Canal are to be replaced.

Transport Scotland is making the invest-
ment to allow Scottish Canals to maintain 
these historic assets as well as assist projects 
which improve the experience for users and 
support income generation for reinvestment 
in the canals.

Cabinet Secretary for Transport, 
Infrastructure and Connectivity Michael 
Matheson said: ‘� e additional funding is 
enabling Scottish Canals to undertake critical 
repairs which will allow boaters to continue 
to navigate the waterways for years to come. 
While there may be some short-term disrup-
tion, the works are essential to the future of 
the Caledonian and Union canals.

‘� ese repairs will be in addition to the 
scheduled maintenance that Scottish Canals 
will carry out in 2019 as part of its asset 
management programme – including critical 
embankment works at Linlithgow.

‘Our canal network plays a vital role in tour-
ism and economic regeneration. To secure the 
future of the network, we intend to increase 
Scottish Canals funding to record levels in 
the Scottish Budget for 2019/20 in recognition 
of the challenges faced in maintaining our 
historic waterways.’

Catherine Topley, chief executive of Scottish 
Canals, said: ‘� is additional funding is fan-
tastic news and will help us to safeguard the 
incredible heritage assets of Scotland’s canals 
for future generations to enjoy. 

‘� ese 200-year-old waterways play a vital 
role in local communities and Scotland as a 
whole, contributing to the marine economy; 
attracting tourists, visitor spend and invest-
ment; as well as stimulating job creation and 
business growth.

‘While managing these historic assets is 
not without its challenges, we are committed 
to continuing to work with the Scottish 
Government and our partners to ensure they 
continue to deliver bene� ts for all the people 
of Scotland.’

Scottish Canals have been updating and in-
forming canal users on anticipated disruption 
as a result of these vital works.  

For further information visit the Scottish 
Canals website at www.scottishcanals.co.uk

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban,  Argyll  PA34 4HG

(01631) 564848
info@macqueenbros.com

MacQueen Bros Ltd
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Oban Saints  1
Rothie Rovers 1
2-2 after extra time
Rothie won 9-8 on pens
Scottish Cup – � fth round replay

Saints pay the penalty as they 
crash out of Scottish Cup

Daniel Croarkin is congratulated on his goal.

Jamie Graham congratulates Dene Cassells after his late 
equaliser.

Oban Saints and Rothie 
Rovers from Aberdeenshire 
kept a large crowd at 
Glencruitten richly en-
tertained on Saturday in 
a Scottish Amateur Cup 
� � h round replay which 
ultimately required a penalty 
shoot-out to decide the win-
ner. A� er a goal a piece in the 
90 minutes, followed by the 
same again in extra time, it 
was Rothie goalkeeper Lewis 
Milne who emerged the hero 
by saving two Saints penalties 
to give his side a 9-8 shoot-out 
victory and clinch a place in 
the last 16.

Saints made three changes 
to the starting 11 from the 
previous week’s draw in 
Rothienorman with Ruaridh 
Horne, Matthew Kelly and 
Donald Campbell coming 
in at the expense of Jamie 
Graham, David Beaton and 
James Ford, who all dropped 
to the bench where they 
had Dougal Graham, Fraser 
MacFarlane and Shaun 
MacIver for company.

Saints kicked o�  attacking 
the railway line end in dull 
and wet conditions on a 
Glencruitten surface which 
had once again been pains-
takingly prepared by Argyll 
and Bute Council grounds-
man Ian Hay.

Scott Maitland and Lewis 
Cameron had some early joy 
on the le�  for Saints with 

Maitland swinging over a 
dangerous second minute 
cross which Lewis Milne in 
the Rothie goal did well to 
hold under pressure from 
Craig MacEwan.

� ree minutes later Milne 
produced the � rst of a string 
of excellent saves, getting 
down smartly to his right to 
hold a Lewis Cameron shot 
a� er the Saints wide man had 
beaten Gavin Smart to cut in 
from the le� .

Set pieces
Rothie’s main threat was 

to come from set pieces and 
a tug on the shirt of Jake 
Stewart by Craig MacEwan 
gave the very impressive 
Rothie skipper Keith Walker 
the chance to put the ball into 
the danger area looking for 
the head of central defender 
Mark � omson. Graham 
Douglas beat the big man in 
the air to punch to the edge 

of the box, from where Jack 
Brown volleyed well over the 
crossbar.

In the 13th minute, Saints 
carved a way through 
the solid Rothie defence. 
However, Donald Campbell’s 
� nal ball was too far in front 
of Matthew Kelly, allowing 
Lewis Milne to come o�  his 
line to gather safely at Kelly’s 
feet.

An 18th-minute Lewis 
Cameron corner kick from 
the le�  found its way through 
to Donald Campbell at the 
back post whose cushioned 
volley back across the face 
of goal dri� ed wide of Lewis 
Milne’s right-hand post.

So o� en Saints’ saviour with 
the deadball, Willie Gemmell 
had a chance to make his 
mark in the 20th minute a� er 
Craig MacEwan had been 
hauled back on the edge of the 
box. Gemmell beat the Rothie 
wall but only succeeded in 
shaving the outside of Lewis 
Milne’s le� -hand post with 
the keeper rooted to the spot.

� e Saints pressure was 
building and they took a de-
served lead in the 23rd min-
ute when a Daniel Croarkin 
shot from 18 yards took a 
de� ection which deceived 
Lewis Milne and nestled in 
the bottom corner of the 
Rothie net.

Lewis Cameron will feel he 
should have done better from 
a good opening on the half-
hour mark but Lewis Milne 
still required two attempts to 
save Cameron’s e� ort from 
just inside the Rothie box.

It was Milne to the rescue 
once again when he pulled 
o�  the save of the match 
to � ngertip over a looping 
Donald Campbell e� ort 
from 18 yards a� er the Saints 

co-manager had escaped the 
close attentions of Gavin 
Smart and Keith Walker.

Rothie skipper Keith Walker 
went crashing to the ground 
on the edge of the Saints pen-
alty area anticipating a chal-
lenge from opposite number 
Dene Cassells which never 
came. Referee Holms, howev-
er, was taken in and awarded 
the visitors a free-kick which 
Mark � omson � icked on to 
Ryan Walker at the back post. 
Fortunately, Walker’s header 
lacked the power to seriously 
test Graham Douglas, who 
made a routine catch.

Saints survived one � nal 
Rothie set piece before the 
interval with Dene Cassells 
making a decisive clearing 
header from a Keith Walker 
le�  wing corner which Steven 
MacLeod had conceded 
under pressure from Jake 
Stewart.

Second half
� e visitors started the 

second half in determined 
mood and enjoyed a good 
spell of pressure, keeping 
Saints pinned back in their 
own half for the opening � ve 
minutes. Saints weathered 
the Rothie storm and got 
back on the front foot with 
Donald Campbell and Lewis 
Cameron both narrowly fail-
ing to � nd Craig MacEwan 
with crosses from the le� .

Craig MacEwan passed up 
a gilt-edged chance on the 
hour mark, sending a header 
straight down the throat of 
the Rothie keeper a� er a good 
give and go on the right with 
Ruaridh Horne.

Five minutes later, the 
Saints’ defence was � nally 
breached from a Rothie set 
piece when Mark � omson 
bundled home a Keith Walker 
corner kick from the le� .

� e Rothie goalscorer 
picked up a yellow card short-
ly a� er for an over-the-ball 
challenge on Craig MacEwan. 
From the resulting free-kick 
Lewis Milne saved with his 
feet to deny Donald Campbell 
from close range a� er a Craig 
MacEwan cutback from the 
le� .

Saints kept pressing for the 
winner and introduced James 
Ford in the 84th minute at the 
expense of Daniel Croarkin to 
boost their attacking options.

Despite having all of the late 
pressure, Saints struggled to 
breach the well-organised 
Rothie defence and when 
they eventually did in time 
added on for stoppages they 

Oban golfer Robert MacIntyre has secured a place in 
the $7,000,000 Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship which 
started yesterday (Wednesday).

Robert said: ‘My � rst European Tour adventure is 
certainly living up to expectations.

‘After getting an exciting taste of what it’s like to play 
on the top circuit by teeing up in four events before 
the festive break, I’m o�  on my travels again – and 
can’t wait to get going once more.

‘Along with my Bounce Sport stablemates and fellow 
Challenge Tour graduates Grant Forrest and Liam 
Johnston, I’m delighted to be taking part in the Rolex 
Series Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship.

‘For the � rst time, it’s a Rolex Series event and the 
� eld at Abu Dhabi Golf Club is being headed by the 
likes of Brooks Koepka, Dustin Johnson, Tommy 
Fleetwood and Henrik Stenson.

‘Playing in those four events at the end of last year 
has given me a bit of a headstart, especially after 
making the cut in the Honma Hong Kong Open then 
� nishing jointn15th in both the South African Open 
and the Alfred Dunhill Championship.

‘Hopefully, I can perform well in Abu Dhabi, too, as 
that would really set me up for the rest of the season. 
Everyone is going to be a bit ring rusty so, if there’s 
ever a week to play well, it would be probably be this 
week.

‘I’ve always believed in myself, as have the team 
around me. It’s just about seeing the results and the 
belief that I’ve got from three of my � rst four events is 
huge. In each of them, I could quite easily have been 
top � ve with the position I was in going into the last 
round.

‘I always said that I wouldn’t realise what I achieved 
by earning a European Tour card until I got paired with 
a big name and to have Ernie Els as a playing partner 
in three rounds and also play with Charl Schwartzel in 
one of those in South Africa was really special.

‘It was good, of course, to spend some time at home 
over Christmas and New Year and I just chilled out with 
the majority of the family. Hogmanay was a tame one, 
just spending it in the house with my mum and dad – 
but we can still have a party if we win tournaments!

‘As I head out at the start of my 2019 campaign, it’s 
about continuing to do what I did at end of last year. 
It’s going to be good and hopefully I can get going by 
posting some good scores in Abu Dhabi.’

Robert’s fantastic 40-foot putt he holed in the Foshan 
Open is a candidate for the Challenge Tour Shot of the 
Year 2018.  

MacIntyre tees
o�  in Abu Dhabi 

Glencruitten golfer Robert MacIntyre.
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FOOTBALL

Saints pay the penalty as they 
crash out of Scottish Cup

Rothie bundle the ball home to make the score 1-1.

Saints goalkeeper Graham Douglas punches clear. Match report and photos: Derek Black

were again denied by the feet 
of Lewis Milne, who blocked 
two pointblank Saints’ shots 
to send the tie into extra time.

Extra time
In the fourth of the extra 30 

minutes, Scott Maitland was 
tripped as he attempted to 
burst into the Rothie box. Mr 
Holms ruled the o�ence had 
taken place outside the box, 
awarding Saints a free-kick 
which could not possibly have 
been any closer to being on 
the line. Willie Gemmell’s 
delivery was headed behind 
for a corner kick on the right 
from which Craig MacEwan 
rose well but sent his header 
narrowly wide of the junction 
of post and bar.

Sixty seconds later Saints 
were again undone from a set 
piece, much to the delight of 
the large travelling support. 
A long straight free-kick from 
Keith Walker was �icked 
on by Grant Ritchie to Ryan 
Walker, who volleyed past the 
helpless Graham Douglas to 
give Rothie the lead.

�e interval arrived with 
Rothie still holding on to 
their slender advantage and 
Saints pushing Dene Cassells 
into attack and adding Shaun 
MacIver in place of Matthew 
Kelly. 

�e second half continued 
in the same vein with Saints 
pushing for the equaliser and 
Rothie defending doggedly.

�ere was a loud appeal for 
a penalty kick from Saints 
in the 23rd minute when a 

Lewis Cameron cross from 
the right struck a defender’s 
hand. However, Mr Holms 
remained unmoved.

With two minutes remain-
ing, Shaun MacIver struck 
the outside of Lewis Milne’s 
right-hand post a�er an 
almighty goalmouth scram-
ble from a Willie Gemmell 
throw-in from the le�.

With 60 seconds of extra 
time remaining, Donald 
Campbell spun away from his 
marker and was felled in the 
box for what appeared to be a 
stonewall penalty kick. 

To the bemusement of 
all, Mr Holms bizarrely 
pointed the other way and 
issued a second yellow card 
to Campbell for simulation, 
ending the Saints co-manag-
er’s involvement in the game.

Despite the referee’s ap-
parent error, there can be no 
excuse for the foul and abu-
sive language which followed 
from Shaun MacIver which 
earned the Saints substitute 
a straight red card. Neither  
can there be any excuse for 
MacIver’s reaction to his 
dismissal which may yet have 
further repercussions for the 
hot-headed young striker.

Spurred on by a deep sense 
of injustice, the nine men 
miraculously drew level deep 
into time added on for stop-
pages. A straight ball over 
the top from Jamie Graham 
was glanced by Dene Cassells 
beyond the advancing keeper 
and into the top corner spark-

ing wild celebrations among 
the home support.

Dougal Graham made 
the briefest of substitute 
appearances replacing Steven 
MacLeod before the restart 
from where the ball hadn’t le� 
the centre circle before referee 
Holms blew for full-time.

Penalties
In rapidly failing light, Mr 

Holms took the players away 
from the bulk of the crowd 
to the railway line end where 
10 penalties each would be 
taken before a winner would 
emerge.

Saints were playing catch 
up right from the start when 
Aidan Elrick’s successful 
kick was followed by a save 
by Lewis Milne to deny Dene 
Cassells.

Keith Walker and Lewis 
Cameron netted their e�orts 
before Graham Douglas saved 
from Sean Bremner, giving 
Craig MacEwan the chance 
to level, which he gratefully 
accepted.

Some excellent penalty 
kicks followed with both 
goalkeepers also �nding 
the net. Scorers for Rothie 
were Andi Bremner, Mark 
�omson, Lewis Milne, Scott 
Chalmers, Grant Ritchie 
(despite Graham Douglas 
getting both hands to it), and 
Ashley Vasey. 

Successful for Saints were 
Graham Douglas, Willie 
Gemmell, Scott Maitland, 
Dougal Graham, Jamie 
Graham and James Ford. 

With Saints only having nine 
players on the �eld, it was 
back to the start where Aidan 
Elrick repeated his earlier 
straight down the middle 
success. Having scored from 
the spot in the �rst match, 
Lewis Cameron was by now 
taking his third penalty kick 
of the tie and Lewis Milne 
�nally won the battle of 
wits guessing correctly and 
dropping to his right to beat 
away Cameron’s e�ort and 
seal victory for Rothie.

�e Rovers from Rothie-
norman will now travel to 
Paisley in the sixth round 
where they will face Alba 
�istle of the Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Premier Division on Saturday 
February 2.

Saints will feel this is a 
tie they should have won. 
However, they simply didn’t 
do enough to overcome a 
hard-working Rothie team 
who defended resolutely and 
took full advantage of the few 
chances which came their 
way.

�e Glencruitten faithful 
are in for another treat this 
coming Saturday when 
former Scottish Amateur 
Football League rivals �orn 
Athletic come calling in the 
West of Scotland Cup fourth 
round.

�e Johnstone men are 
currently eight points clear 
at the top the Caledonian 
League Premier Division 
and will provide a massive 
test for management duo 
Donald Campbell and Willie 
Gemmell and their charges.

Kick-o� at Glencruitten is 
1.30pm with the prospect of 
extra time and penalty kicks 
if the two sides cannot be 
separated a�er 90 minutes.

In charge of proceedings is 
experienced Central Scottish 
League referee Michael Kerr.

  
 

ATHLETICS

Results and �xtures
Last Saturday’s results: Scottish Cup �fth round replay 
– Oban Saints 2, Rothie Rovers 2 (aet). Rothie won 9-8 
on penalties; Jimmy Marshall Cup, �rst round  Glenburn 
Athletic 4, Campbeltown Pupils 1; Tarbert 7, Cardross 1; 
Lochgilphead Red Star, no game.
 This Saturday’s �xtures: West of Scotland Cup, 4th 
round – Oban Saints v Thorn Athletic; Premier Division 
One – Hillington v Campbeltown Pupils; Port Glasgow 
v Lochgilphead Red Star;  Premier Division Two – Villa 
Park v Tarbert.  

Results and �xtures
Last Sunday’s results: Finnart 6, Under 13s 2. Scoring 
for Saints were Gabriel Tidser and Aidan MacDonald 
Cambuslang Colts 0, Under 14s 6; On target for Saints 
were Kyle Cooper (3), Innes Jackson and Andrew Nicol.
Under 15s 0,  Drumchapel 9; Ardencaple 5, Under 16s 1. 
Saints scorer was Conor Moore. 
 This Sunday’s �xtures: Under 13s no game; Under 14s 
v  Erskine Yellows; Under 15s v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Under 16s v  Winton Rovers.     

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE

OBAN SAINTS YOUTHS

Athletic club’s indoor
competitions return
Mid Argyll Athletic Club are reminding boys and girls 
in the local area that their annual indoor competition 
takes place on Saturday January 19 in the games hall 
and gymnasium at Lochgilphead Joint Campus. The 
competition starts at noon with all entries on the day 
from 11.30am.

Specialist equipment is used for various running, 
jumping and throwing events for six age groups 
starting at under-seven up to under- 
17 with age quali�cation as on September 1, 2018. An 
entry fee of £2 per competitor will be levied or £5 for 
families of three or more members.

Medals will be awarded to all competitors with 
trophies for the individual winners in each age 
category. Successful athletes will qualify to compete in 
the Argyll �nal to be held at Atlantis Leisure in Oban on 
Sunday March 24.

The Mid Argyll event on January 19 is the �rst of four 
local area competitions being held in Argyll this winter 
promoted by the local club with support from Mull 
Athletic Club, Campbeltown Running Club and Atlantis 
Leisure.

The next competition is at Tobermory High School 
on Saturday February 2, followed by Oban on Sunday 
February 24. A date has still to be con�rmed for the 
Kintyre competition at Campbeltown Grammar School 
but it is likely to be in early March.

There is an extra incentive for the under-12 boys and 
girls as teams will be selected after the Mid Argyll local 
competition to take part in the Scottish Athletics U/12 
superteams national event at the Emirates Arena in 
Glasgow on Sunday February 10.

The competition on January 19 is an ideal opportunity 
for young boys and girls to come along and try athletics 
for the �rst time in a dry and warm environment.

Under-11 high jumper Ruby Dunlop from Ardrishaig. 

08_a35MidArgyllAthletics12
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RUGBY

Calderglen 3
South Lochaber Thistle 1

League Challenge Cup 

10-PIN BOWLING

LOTTERY

Lottery numbers

Strathspey Thistle  5
Fort William 1

Highland League

This week’s Fort William Golf Club lotto numbers were 
6, 9 and 16. There were no winners this week. The 
jackpot for the draw today (Thursday January 17) will 
be £300.

Numbers drawn in the Caol Regeneration lotto were 
1, 6 and 17.  There were no winners this week. The prize 
for next week will be £200.

Ballachulish Shinty Club’s lottery numbers for this 
week were 3, 9 and 20. There were no winners this 
week. Next week’s draw will have a prize of £1,400.

The Caol Community Centre bingo club lotto num-
bers this week were 12, 17, 20. There were no winners 
this week and so next week’s jackpot will be £200.

The numbers for Lochaber Camanachd Club’s lottery 
draw on Tuesday January 8  were 1, 6 and 16. There was 
no winner so the prize for Tuesday (January 15) was 
£300.

Jags dumped out of cup 
despite an early lead

South Lochaber Thistle 
bowed out of the Bobby 
Thomson Challenge Cup 
in the third round on 
Saturday after surrender-
ing an early lead.

The Jags took the lead 
against the Renfrewshire 
club after just 15 
minutes through Danny 
MacKintosh, who would 
soon be substituted after 

picking up an injury. 
Calderglen replied in the 
37th minute to level the 
scores.

After the half-time 
break the home side were 
able to double their lead 
before making it three in 
the 64th minute.

 The Jags weren’t able 
to respond and Calder-
glen held on for the win.

The Jags are back in 
action this Saturday away 
to Neilston in the fourth 
Rround of the West of 
Scotland Cup.

10-pin bowling results

FOOTBALL

After week nine of the Lochaber Building Supplies 10-
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis Centre in Fort William, 
Alleycats continue to lead the scratch division with 42 
points followed by Council on 36 points. British Legion 
Fort William move into third place with 32 points. 
Alleycats also continue to lead the handicap division 
with 35 points followed by The Empire on 29 points. 
Triple ‘B’ move into third place with 26 points.

Individually, the best scratch games this week came 
from Brian Stewart (The Empire) and Iain Gregor (British 
Legion Fort William) who both rolled 191. Also this 
week Brian Johnstone (Alleycats) had a 177. Elsewhere, 
Iain Gregor swept the board with the top handicap 
game of 247, the top two-game scratch series with 333 
and the top two-game handicap series of 445.

The best team scores of the week came from Alleycats 
who had the top scratch game of 625 and the top 
two-game scratch series of 1157 while Council had 
the top handicap game of 814 and the top two-game 
handicap series of 1576.

The top scratch averages are currently held by Brian 
Johnstone on 162 followed by Pam Weller (Alleycats) on 
142 and Gus Fraser (Council) on 141.

Lochaber 10-pin bowlers.

Lochaber come 
out on top after 
diffi cult match
at Shawlands
Lochaber claimed victory in 
a battle of brawn on Saturday 
a� er a dogged defensive 
display against a tough 
Shawlands side.

It was third against fourth 
as Lochaber travelled south to 
take on the Glasgow side on 
Saturday as both teams were 
looking to exert pressure on 
the top end of the table.

Lochaber had won the pre-
vious encounter between the 
two earlier in the season but 
were eager not to let compla-
cency creep into their game. 
Saturday’s encounter was set 
to be just as physical as the 
last with a big forwards pack 
turning out for Shawlands.

And it didn’t take long for 
them to make an impact on 
the game a� er just a few min-
utes when Shawlands opened 
the scoring a� er crashing the 
ball up with their forwards. 
Lochaber responded well to 
this early setback with two 
quick penalties from the boot 
of Jonathan McCook to take 
the lead 5-6.

Despite some shortfalls 
in size, Lochaber’s schem-
ing pack was dominating 
Shawlands scrum in the � rst 
half which gave the backs 
clean ball to run o�  which 
was causing Shawlands all 
sorts of problems. 

As play continued, Lochaber 
kept up the pressure and from 
a penalty they kicked for the 
corner. � e forwards set up 
a maul which was stopped 
by the defence but, a� er a 

couple of pick and goes, prop 
William Stewart spotted a 
gap and strode through for a 
try to make it 5-11.

Shawlands came back at 
Lochaber but the visitors’ 
defence held strong to keep 
them out.

From the restart for the sec-
ond half, Shawlands failed to 
deal with the kick and, with 
the ball loose on the ground, 
all McCook had to do was 
gather the ball and slide over 
for the try to make it 5-16. 
As the second half wore on, 
Shawlands starting making 
substitutions which helped 
their scrum out, bringing on 
extra weight to shore it up.

Lochaber were starting 
to pick up several niggling 
injuries and lost John Jones to 
a head knock which reduced 
them to 14 players as they 

travelled with a bare 15. � e 
game went back and forth 
with Lochaber’s scrambling 
defence working hard to keep 
Shawlands out.

Eventually their big num-
ber six took the ball from 
a tap penalty and worked a 
mismatch with one of the 
smallest players on the pitch 
to score. � is late try brought 
the score to 10-16 which is 
how it would end.

Lochaber’s win keeps them 
in third place in the league, 
now just 12 points adri�  of 
second place. � ey now have 
a week o�  before travelling 
to league leaders Glasgow 
University Medics on January 
26 for a 2pm kick-o� . Venue 
TBC.

Five-goal Strathspey defeat Fort

Shawlands  10
Lochaber 16

Tennent’s West Division 3

Strathspey � istle cruised to 
a comfortable victory over 
Highland League strugglers 
Fort William on Saturday at 
Sea� eld Park.

A hat-trick from Ross 
Naismith and a brace from 
James Fraser were enough to 
secure the three points for 
the Grantown-on-Spey club, 
which takes them up to 13th 
in the league, while the Fort 
remain � rmly rooted to the 
foot of the table.

� e home side found 
themselves 4-0 up just a� er 
the half-hour mark and were 
comfortably dominating 
proceedings.

� e Fort did manage to 
regroup a� er the fourth went 
in and created some chances 
of their own.

David McGurk’s volley 
sailed over the bar from a 
close distance before a Sean 
Grant’s e� ort was blocked 

just short of the line by the 
� istle defence.

A� er the half-time break, 
the Fort were able to exert 
more of an in� uence on the 
match with Strathspey goal-
keeper Michael McCallum 
being called into action by 
Grant early on.

� e Fort’s breakthrough � -
nally came courtesy of Jordan 
Morrison, who danced 
through the � istle defence 

before slipping the ball under 
the onrushing goalkeeper 
and into the net.

� e visitors’ celebrations 
were cut short, however, a� er 
Ryan Henderson conceded 
a penalty in the 70th minute 
which was duly dispatched 
by Naismith to complete his 
hat-trick.

Soon a� er, the Fort were 
reduced to 10 men a� er Sean 
Grant received his second 

yellow of the game.
Fort William never gave up, 

however, and were pushing 
for another goal late on as a 
well-struck free kick from 
Jordan Morrison was denied 
by the width of the post. 

Fort face a tough test on 
Saturday when league leaders 
Cove Rangers visit Claggan 
Park. Kick-o�  is 3pm.

FOOTBALL
Fort remain rooted to the bottom of the Highland League. Photo: James Baines/Jakob Cizic



Lochaber Times
Thursday 17 January 2019 SPORT  55

LT

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES 
WEATHER AND TIDES

7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 
M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk 
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday January 17, 2019 
are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All 
times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry 
and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline 

by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Thur 01.56 3.1 08.04 1.7 
 15.00 3.4 20.48 1.6
Fri 03.08 3.3 09.16 1.5 
 15.53 3.6 21.44 1.3
Sat 04.01 3.6 10.19 1.2 
 16.39 3.8 22.35 1.0
Sun 04.48 3.8 11.14 1.0 
 17.22 4.0 23.23 0.7
Mon 05.33 4.0 12.04 0.7 
 18.04 4.0  **.** *.*
Tues 00.10 0.5 06.16 4.2 
 12.52 0.6 18.45 4.1
Wed 00.56 0.4 06.59 4.2 
 13.38 0.6 19.27 4.0              
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday 
Sunny intervals and a 
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 6ºC.
Friday 
Light cloud and a
moderate breeze
Temperatures 
2°C to 5ºC.

Weekend Outlook 
Saturday 
Sunny intervals and a 
moderate breeze
Sunday
Light rain showers and a
gentle breeze
Temperatures 
3ºC to 6ºC.

FRIDAY

6 6

5

WEATHER

12

5

4

Corpach climber 
gets backing for 
national success
A young Lochaber climber 
has been given the � nancial 
backing to have the chance 
to ful� l his ambitions of 
representing his country at 
an elite level.

� irteen-year-old Archie 
MacIntyre, from Corpach, 
has secured sponsorship from 
Liberty British Aluminium 
to assist with expenses as he 
travels across the country 
to train and to take part in 
competitions.

� e sponsorship deal comes 
a� er a stellar two years for 
the ambitious young climber 
which saw him go from 
ground level to being ranked 
sixth in Scotland for his 
age and mixing it with the 
country’s best at the national 
championships.

Last year, he was crowned 
the North of Scotland Lead 
Climbing Champion in his 
age group and selected for the 
Scottish youth development 
squad.

Not content with that, 
MacIntyre has now set 
his sights on climbing for 
Scotland and then the British 
team, with his end goal to 
compete in the Olympics.

In seeking to progress and 
further hone his abilities, 
Archie has joined a climbing 
team in Inverness which has 
a performance coach, as there 
is nothing similar in Fort 
William. 

� is, of course, adds not 

Archie MacIntyre focuses during one of his competition climbs. 

Young climber Archie MacIntyre received sponsorship 
from Liberty British Aluminium to assist with expenses 
as he travels across the country for training and to take 
part in competitions. He met with Rosie Flannigan, left, 
and Kerry MacDonald at the smelter to pass on his thanks.  
Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos.

only a longer travelling time, 
but also expense. While his 
parents have largely � nanced 
Archie’s climbing ambitions 
so far, he has been seeking 
sponsorship as an individual 
sportsperson.

His call has been met by 
not only Liberty British 
Aluminium but a number of 
other local businesses have 
supported MacIntyre in the 
past year, including Corrie 
Construction, MacKenzie 
Marine Maintenance, Marine 
Harvest and Lochaber 
Engineering and Welding 
Services.

MacIntyre started climbing 
almost by chance a� er look-
ing in to � ree Wise Monkeys 
in Fort William with his  
mum, Caroline ‘just to see 
what is was’. From then on 
this was Archie’s regular 
destination, � rstly learning 
the art of bouldering and un-
dertaking  NICAS (National 
Indoor Climbing Award 
Scheme) where he was taught 
to climb and use the roped 
wall.

A� er his � rst taste of 
competition at � ree Wise 
Monkeys in Fort William, 
MacIntyre entered the pre-
mier youth climbing series in 
Scotland, the YCS.

A� er securing two wins 
in the � nal two rounds, 
MacIntyre was con� rmed as 
the north of Scotland cham-
pion for his age group, mean-

ing that he was automatically 
selected for the Scottish YCS 
development squad.

Recognising his obvious 
natural talent, he was entered 
into the � nal at Ratho in 
an attempt to get into the 

Scotland squad. He did not 
get into the top three for a 
place, but is now quali� ed 
to enter the Scotland Youth 
Development Squad.

CLIMBING
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Boxers primed for action
ahead of national champs

� ree young boxers from 
Lochaber Phoenix Boxing 
Club aim to start the year 
with a bang as they all hope 
to feature in championship 
bouts in the next couple of 
months.

Nine-year-old Josh Hunter 
has shown tremendous 
promise in training and a 
handful of cub bouts (where 
no winner is declared) but 
now takes his � rst foray into 
competitive action when he 
boxes in Glasgow tomorrow 
Friday against a Glaswegian 
opponent.

� is is a perfect start to 
the year for Hunter as he 
will enter his � rst Northern 
District Championships 
followed by the full Scottish 
Championships, both next 
month.

Employing a boxing style 
that is very easy on the 
eye, the Lochaber club are 
hopeful Hunter can make a 
big impression in the sport 
nationally.

Hunter’s namesake and 
fellow Lochaber boxer, Josh 
Dieguno, 12, is also in great 
form ahead of series of im-
portant bouts.

Since becoming Scottish 
champion last year, Dieguno 
has moved into an older age 
group as he enters the Scottish 
Intermediate Championships 
next weekend.

Being the youngest in his 

Left to right are Josh 
Dieguno, Jack Dieguno 

and Josh Hunter, who are 
all gearing up for national 

and regional champion-
ship bouts in the comings 

months.
 Photo: Iain Ferguson, alba.photos

new age category, he has a 
steep challenge in front of 
him as he is scheduled to face 
last year’s GB silver medallist.

Working behind a strong jab 
with slick footwork, Josh is 
keen to keep his improvement 
going and, together with a 
strong ethic, he is hopeful 
he can achieve continued 
success.

� is championship is swi� -
ly followed by the Northern 
District Championships 
and then the Scottish Open 
Championships where he will 
attempt to win the Scottish 
Championships for the sec-
ond successive year.

Josh’s brother, Jack 
Dieguno, 15, is also now 
champing at the bit to get 
into action and will enter the 
Scottish Northern District 
Novice Championships next 
month, if not in action before.

Tall for his weight, Jack 
has worked extremely hard 
in the gym and has started 
to develop a relaxed style 
which should stand him in 
good stead for the start of his 
boxing career.

Phoenix Boxing Club 
have high hopes for 
these youngsters
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