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Businesses on Arran believe 
a new tourism initiative can 
help the island become a year-
round destination.

� e season has already been 
stretched far beyond its previ-
ous reach, with the island still 
busy at the end of October.

� e new initiative, known 
as � e Coig – Five Scottish 
Routes. One Great Adventure, 
is being seen as the ideal 
online tool to attract visitors 
over the winter.

Gaelic for � ve, � e Coig 
is a series of � ve tourist 
routes covering Arran, Bute, 
Cumbrae and mainland 
Ayrshire o� ering people an 
exciting new way to explore 
the unique coast and coun-
tryside on their doorstep.

Each route has been spe-
cially designed to showcase 
the outstanding natural 
beauty, history and heritage, 
and food and drink, as well 
the wide range of outdoor 
and family activities on o� er 
across the region. 

Visitors can follow a choice 
of routes as part of a day trip 

Jenny MacHale presents the inaugural Dr Angus Campbell Quaich, in memory of her 
dad, to Alan McNicol of the Arran Mountain Rescue Team who won the Emergency 
Services Regatta last weekend. See inside for full report and pictures. 01_B43quaich01

New campaign to boost 
winter visitor numbers

from Glasgow or Edinburgh, 
or as a longer staycation 
experience.

� e regional tourism lead-
ership group for � e Coig 
is made up of key tourism 
industry representatives from 
the public and private sector, 
and members of national 
tourism organisations. � e 
group has now set out its 
plans for the region’s new 
tourism initiative and how 
to best maximise this new 
development to add value to 
businesses, visitors and rural 
communities.

One of the those backing 
� e Coig is co-founder 
and managing director of 
Auchrannie Resort, Linda 
Johnston.

She told the Banner: ‘As we 
enter the autumn and winter 
months, we’re now gearing up 
to showcase the best winter 
walks, weekend drives and 
cycling trails and wonderful 
food and drink available 
across each of our � ve routes. 

‘Authentic Scottish hospi-
tality and a warm welcome 
awaits everyone to the region 
and we can’t wait get started.’

And in a boost for the initi-

ative, it has attracted Formula 
One presenter Lee McKenzie 
to take pole position as the 
o�  cial ambassador for new 
campaign.

Linda added: ‘We’re really 
lucky to have Lee on board 
to help drive forward this 
exciting new campaign for 
Ayrshire, Firth of Clyde and 
Clyde Islands. Lee’s personal 
a�  nity with the region, local 
knowledge and special sense 
of adventure makes her a 
perfect ambassador for � e 
Coig.’

Born and bred in Alloway, 
near Ayr, Lee is one of the 
most recognised faces on the 
nation’s TV screens, having 
been a Formula One presenter 
for the last decade. Lee also 
presents Channel 4’s rugby 
and Paralympic coverage, and 
has covered the Olympics, 
Commonwealth Games and 
Wimbledon for the BBC.

As part of her new role with 
� e Coig, Lee hopes to rein-
vigorate people’s interest in 
the region as a top choice for 
outdoor adventure, healthy 
activity and fun, family days 
out.        

Continued on page two

Daughter presents regatta silverware 

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk
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Lee said: ‘I was born and 
raised in this area and it holds 
so many happy memories 
for me, so I’m really proud 
to help people get out and 
active across the region this 
autumn, winter and beyond.’

Gordon Smith, 
VisitScotland regional direc-
tor, added: ‘� e timing of this 
new initiative is particularly 
apt as we prepare to celebrate 
the Year of Coasts and Waters 
2020. 

‘� is year-long programme 
of events and activities will 
shine a spotlight on these vi-
tal elements of our landscape.’

Councillor Alex Gallagher, 
cabinet member for economy 

Tomorrow (Sunday) will 
be the last day of this year's 
seven-day opening at Arran 
Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, 
Brodick.

While previously closed 
during the winter, the mu-
seum committee last year 
decided to experiment with 
opening during the o� -sea-
son months and they have 
opted to repeat that this year. 
As a result, from next week, 
the museum will be open 
from 11am to 3.30pm on a 

It is all change at Brodick Post 
O�  ce next week.

� e Post O�  ce is opening 
a new ‘local’ service, with 
longer opening hours at the 
Book and Card Centre in 
Shore Road the day a� er the 
service stops at the present 
Post O�  ce in Mayish Road.

� e move was � rst reported 
by the Banner in August 
when we revealed the the Post 
O�  ce was e� ectively going 
home – where it had been for 
more than 30 years at the be-

Museum moves to winter opening hours
Wednesday, � ursday and 
Friday only. 

Careful study of the trial 
has shown that although the 
number of visitors was greatly 
reduced, there was su�  cient 
turnover to more than cover 
the outlay, and Café Rosaburn 
was also able to o� er its usual 
refreshments and snacks.

� e � nancial aspect was 
most important as the mu-
seum is totally dependent 
upon admissions, shop sales, 
donations and membership 

fees for its income, receiving 
no regular funding from 
outside bodies.

However, the museum’s 
analysis of last year’s results 
indicated negligible demand 
for opening in December 
and January. � e museum 
therefore will be closed 
from Saturday November 
30, reopening with the re-
duced hours on Wednesday 
February 5, before returning 
to seven-day opening on 
Wednesday April 1, 2020.

All change 
at Brodick   
Post Offi ce

at North Ayrshire Council, 
said: ‘� e Coig is a fantastic 
new tourism initiative which 
will support businesses and 
communities by helping to 
boost visitor numbers into 
our towns and villages. 

Exciting
‘It’s an exciting time as 

we near the launch and this 
campaign will put Ayrshire 
on the map nationally and 
internationally, showcasing 
the beauty and diversity of 
our countryside, coast and 
islands.’

For more information on 
� e Coig visit www.thecoig.
com or email info@thecoig.
com. People can also follow 
� e Coig on social media.

ginning of the 20th century.
� e new service, which 

launches at 1pm on Tuesday 
October 29, will be provided 
at a Post O�  ce serving point 
in the store, where the Post 
O�  ce terminal will sit along-
side the retail till. 

As with any other branch, 
robust security procedures 
are in place – anyone handling 
Post O�  ce transactions, in-
cluding new sta� , will be fully 
trained on all operational and 
service issues, including cus-
tomer privacy to ensure they 
meet Post O�  ce standards.

Post O�  ce services will be 
available during the store’s 

opening hours, 9am to 5pm 
Monday-Saturday. 

� e opening hours, which 
will see an increase to 48 
hours a week, will ensure that 
the branch is more conven-
ient, as people will now have 
more choice in when to visit.

Services
Local residents and small 

business customers will be 
able to access the wide range 
of Post O�  ce and mails 
services, including Special 
Delivery, Local Collect, home 
shopping returns, send funds 
abroad using Moneygram, 
pay bills, pre-order travel 
money, apply for travel in-

surance, top mobile phones 
and take advantage of a wide 
range of banking services 
including cash withdrawals, 
deposits and balance enquir-
ies for customers of all the 
main UK banks.

But sta�  at the Book and 
Card Centre have asked 
customers to be patient 
while they are learning the 

ropes. � e current Brodick 
Post O�  ce at Mayish Road 
will close at 5pm on Monday 
October 28, but the shop, 
which currently has a closing 
down sale, is expected to stay 
open until the end of the 
month.

Kenny Lamont, Post O�  ce 
area change manager said: 
‘We are making it easier for 

customers to get their cash, 
send and collect their mail 
and do their banking because 
we know how important 
these services are to local 
residents.

‘We are con� dent that this 
vibrant new-style Post O�  ce 
at the heart of the local com-
munity will meet customer 
needs.’ 

The new Post O�  ce sign in the window of the Book and Card Centre which opens next 
week. 01_B43post01

 

Lee McKenzie.

New tourism campaign launched
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Customers and colleagues 
bid Moira a sad farewell

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The friendly and familiar face behind the desk that has greeted travelling customers for 
nearly three decades. 01_B43Moira02

A familiar and friendly face 
at the Caledonian MacBrayne 
booking o�  ce in Brodick, 
Moira Small, has retired a� er 
nearly three decades with the 
company.

Enjoying a bitter-sweet 
� nal day last Friday, Moira 
welcomed her imminent re-
tirement but said that she will 
miss the interactions with 
both the travelling public and 
her colleagues, both of whom 
she has built up special rela-
tionships with over the years.

Starting as a clerk in 1991 

CalMac colleagues wish Moira Small a sad farewell on her � nal day with the company 
after 28 years. 

Moira Small, pictured second from the right, with CalMac 
colleagues more than 20 years ago. 

– Moira was the last of the 
sta�  to retain this title as the 
position is now known as a 
port assistant – and � nishing 
as a clerk, Moira said that 
although there had been 
the opportunity, she never 
wished to climb the manage-
ment ladder where she would 
be taken away from dealing 
with the customers. 

Instead she maintained her 
position and while becoming 
the go-to source of knowledge 
and experience in the book-
ing o�  ce, she said: ‘I never 
wanted to become a manager 
or move from the front line 
– besides I’m too so�  to be 
ordering people around, 

it is just not in my nature.’
Over the years Moira has 
been witness to innumerable 
changes in both the company 
itself, the vessels, the pier, 
the buildings and the man-
agement. In fact, during her 
28 years Moira has worked 
in three di� erent buildings, 
the � rst on the pier where 
the total compliment of o�  ce 
sta�  numbered just three, 
the second at the old pier 
building and latterly in the 
new building, which opened 
last year.

While helping in various 
departments and providing 
cover for holidays, Moira 
has worked in a number of 
positions, at various levels, 
and enjoyed experiencing 
other aspects of the business, 
but she was always relieved 
when she returned to her 
prefered job, selling tickets 
and helping customers with 
their bookings and travel 
arrangements.

Speaking to the Banner 
on her last day, when her 
colleagues brought her gi� s 
and said their sad farewells, 
Moira said: ‘I will miss the 
customers and my colleagues 
very much, but I have always 
said that when I reach retire-
ment age I will do so, and 
will be able to do the things I 
never had the time for. I am 
looking forward to spending 
more time on the golf course, 
enjoying time at the gym and 
spending more time with 
the family in New Zealand 
without time constraints. I 
have enjoyed my time with 
CalMac and look forward to 
starting my retirement.’

Arran Medical Group
Seasonal Flu 

Vaccination Programme
The seasonal Flu Campaign will be starting 

in October. The campaign includes 
the following groups

• Children 6 months to under 2 year in an at risk group –   Clinic 
appointments with a GP

• Children pre-school – 2 years to 5 years – Clinic appointments with 
a GP

• Primary School children – P1 to  P7 -  Vaccinated at school
• Secondary school children up to 18 years in an at risk group – Clinic 

appointments with a GP
• Aged 18 years to under 65 years in an at risk group, this is for people 

with a serious medical condition such as lung and heart problems, 
diabetes, kidney disease, being very overweight  or who have a 
lowered immune system. –  Clinic  appointments 

• All pregnant women – Please contact your midwife
• All people aged over 65 –  Clinic appointments 

If you are unsure if you are in an eligible group please do not hesitate 
to contact the surgery.  All our Flu clinics will be by appointment only.

To make a � u vaccination appointment at any surgery 
please phone on 01770 600516. 

New This Year – Saturday clinic 2nd November at 
Brodick Health Centre.  This will run from 

9.15am to 1.15pm and will be by prior appointment only.
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New children’s book festival set for Arran

Corrie Primary Parent Council with Fiona Hamilton-Bulger 
port assistant at Brodick. Photographs: calmac.co.uk

Arran will be home to a new 
children’s book festival next 
year.

�e Wee Mac Children’s 
Book Festival will be held 
next September and is being 
organised by the Arran 
�eatre and Arts Trust 
(ATAT). Although planning 
is still at the early stage, it 
is hoped it will give young 

Arran Theatre and Arts Trust collect their community fund 
cheque from Kenny Kane, pier assistant at Brodick.

Community fund to be expanded
Demand from west coast youth groups for CalMac’s 
new Community Fund has been so strong that the 
company has decided to expand it.

Now it is looking for a further round of applications 
from non-pro�t organisations looking for support for a 
project or activity that will bene�t young people aged 
26 and under. 

Organisations based in a mainland port or island the 
company serves can apply for £500 to £2,000.

CalMac’s director of community and stakeholder 
engagement, Brian Fulton said: ‘We have been bowled 
over by the demand from groups up and down the west 
coast. There is clearly a need for this type of support 
within the communities we serve, so I’m delighted to 
announce the extension of the fund for another round 
this year.

‘So far we have made awards to some truly innovative 
projects that will really make a di�erence to the lives of 
young people in our island and coastal communities. 
I’m really looking forward to seeing what this next 
batch of applications brings in.’

Organisations which have applied unsuccessfully are 
welcome to submit a new application, but successful 
applicants cannot apply again.

Application form and full terms and conditions can be 
found at at www.calmac.co.uk/communityfund.

people access to a relaxed, 
festival experience with the 
opportunity to meet and 
interact with authors.

�is week the trust received 
a welcome cash boost through 
CalMac’s new Community 
Fund. Heather Gough from 
ATAT said:  ‘Arran �eatre 
and Arts Trust is delighted 
with this award and very 

grateful to CalMac for 
helping us to further develop 
an interest in reading and 
writing in our young people.’

A second award from the 
community fund has gone 
to Corrie Primary Parent 
Council, which will use the 
money to launch a Swimming 
for Life project with the aim 
of having all pupils ‘deep 

water safe’ by the end of 
the teaching session. So far 
the fund has supported 39 
projects across west coast 
communities.

CalMac’s director of 
community and stakeholder 
engagement Brian Fulton 
said: ‘�e response since 
we made the �rst round of 
awards earlier in the year has 

been fantastic. We are already 
seeing the awards put to good 
use in the Western Isles and 
I’m delighted that we are able 
to help both of these organi-
sations on Arran. 

‘�e projects are very di�er-
ent but the aims are similar, 
equipping young people with 
life skills that will open up 

new opportunities for them.’
Each application was 

judged by a screening panel 
of young people recruited 
from across the company’s 
network, in partnership with 
Young Scot.

�e book festival is likely 
to be held on the weekend of 
Saturday September 12, 2020.

Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk

Cannot be used with any other offers. Second pair from the same price range or below, and to the same prescription. Both pairs include 
standard 1.5 single-vision lenses (or 1.6 for £169 Rimless ranges). Varifocal/bifocal: pay for lenses in first pair only. Excludes SuperDrive, 
SuperDigital varifocals, and safety eyewear. Additional charge – Extra Options. SKU 30397873. ©2019 Specsavers.
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Arran Bridge 
Club results
The results of the Arran 
Bridge Club aggregate 
competition played on Mon-
day October 7 at Brodick 
Golf Club were: N/S 1 Tricia 
Martin and David Campbell, 
2 Jan and John Beattie, 3 
Janie Maclure and Anne 
McKelvie. E/W 1 Jim Peacock 
and John Baraclough, 2 
Alison Bilsland and Elaine 
Duncan, 3 Margaret McGill 
and Elizabeth McKellar.

The results of the 
aggregate competition 
played on Thursday October 
10 at Little Rock were: N/S 
1 John Baraclough and 
Jennifer Wales, 2 Jan and 
John Beattie, 3 Tricia Martin 
and Douglas Hamilton. E/W 
1 Alison Bilsland and Elaine 
Duncan, 2 Maureen Cum-
ming and Margaret Macgill, 
3 Brenda Livingstone and 
Pat Adamson.

The results of the aggre-
gate competition played 
on Monday October 14 at 
Brodick Golf Club were: 1 
Jan and John Beattie, 2 Tricia 
Martin and David Campbell, 
3 Alison Bilsland and Elaine 
Duncan.

The results of the 
aggregate competition 
played on Thursday October 
17, at Little Rock were: N/S 
1 Tricia Martin and Douglas 
Hamilton, 2 Pat Adamson 
and Brenda Livingstone, 3 
Alison Bilsland and Elaine 
Duncan. E/W 1 Jan and John 
Beattie, 2 Janie Maclure and 
Anne McKelvie, 3 Maureen 
Cumming and Jennifer 
McArthur.

Deadline approaches for rural awards
With less than two weeks 
to nominate your favourite 
rural business or local hero, 
the Scottish Rural Awards 
are inviting people to make 
their nominations before 
the deadline is reached on 
Monday November 4.

�e Scottish Rural 
Awards, partnered by 
Scottish Field magazine and 
the Scottish Countryside 
Alliance, celebrate the 
true industry, innovation, 
dedication and community 
spirit of those who live and 
work in the countryside.

�e Scottish Rural Awards 
celebrate the triumphs of 
businesses, organisations 
and individuals as well as 
highlighting the di�culties 
which they are o�en faced 
with in order to thrive. 

Ultimately, the Scottish 
Rural Awards honour those 
whose work helps to create 
the beautiful fabric that is 
Scotland’s countryside.

Judged by an esteemed 
panel of industry leaders 

and experts, the Scottish 
Rural Awards are a rigor-
ous multi-stage process, 
including pre-scoring by the 
awards team, where entries 
are discussed and evaluated 
in detail to decide a shortlist 
of �nalists in each category. 

Judges may then visit �nal-
ists before further reviewing 
and evaluating to decide the 
winning entries.

�e partnership between 
Scottish Field magazine and 
the Scottish Countryside 
Alliance, which brings the 

Scottish Rural Awards to 
the national stage, is now in 
its sixth year, with a set of 
14 categories championing 
the rural businesses and 
unsung community heroes of 
Scotland.

Nominations can be made 
in the various categories at 
www.scottishruralawards.
org and the winners will be 
announced at a glittering 
black-tie evening ceremony 
and gala dinner on �ursday 
April 2 at the Hilton Hotel, 
Glasgow.

Arran author Alison 
Prince dies aged 88
Tributes have been paid 
to Arran author and artist 
Alison Prince, who has 
died. She was 88.

Alison, who lived in 
Whiting Bay, died on 
Saturday October 12 and 
there was a large turnout at 
her funeral held last Friday 
in Whiting Bay Church 
followed by a private burial 
in Lamlash Cemetery. She 
had been ill for a number 
of years, including under-
going major heart surgery.

She lived in the same 
house at the entrance to 
Glenashdale Falls since 
she arrived on Arran 
in 1986, by which time 
she was already a well- 
established children’s writ-
er with a string of book and 
TV credits to her name, 
including the iconic pre-
school series Trumpton.

Born in Beckenham, Kent, 
Alison grew up in south 
London. She went to a girls’ 
grammar school, where she 
enjoyed English and Latin, 
but not maths. Her parents 
were from Scotland and 
Yorkshire. Her father was 
a keen pianist, and Alison 
herself played the clarinet. 
As a child she enjoyed 
visiting Scottish relatives in 
Glasgow.

Alison Prince.

A�er completing a degree 
course at the Slade School 
of Art, she later took a post-
graduate teaching diploma 
at Goldsmith’s College, 
then taught art at the Elliott 
Comprehensive School in 
Putney.

She married a fellow 
teacher there, had three 
children, which interrupted 
her teaching career, and 
turned instead to occasion-
al journalism. A�er the 
marriage ended, she ran a 
small farm in Su�olk for 
eight years.

Alison later moved into 
writing for children’s tele-
vision, achieving fame with  
Trumpton, �rst screened in 
1967. Her �rst book was Joe 
and a Horse and other sto-
ries about Joe from Watch 
with Mother, with Joan 
Hickson (not the actress), 
a 1968 spin-o� from the 
BBC pre-school programme 
Watch with Mother.

In the late 1970s, she 
turned to writing books for 
children, some based on 
historical characters, which 
she continued a�er she 
moved to Arran.  

�ey included My Royal 
Story about Catherine 
of Aragon, which was 
re-released in 2010. How’s 

Business (1987), set in 
World War II, made the 
shortlist for the Nestle 
Smarties Book Prize.

�e Sherwood Hero 
(1995) is a modern-day 
Robin Hood story for 
young adults, about a 
girl stealing a credit card 
from her father’s client, 
drawing £100, attempting 

to hand it out to the poor 
in the streets of Glasgow, 
and then coping with the 
guilt. For this, Alison was 
a joint winner (with Philip 
Pullman) of the Guardian 
Children’s Fiction Prize, 
a once-in-a-lifetime book 
award judged by a panel of 
British children’s writers.

 Her thriller Oranges and 

Murder was the Scottish 
Arts Council Children’s 
Book of the Year in 2002. 
Translations of her books 
have been published in sev-
eral languages, including 
Danish, German, Japanese 
and Welsh.

Mainly for adults, Alison 
wrote well-received biogra-
phies of Kenneth Grahame 
(1994, reissued 2009) and 
Hans Christian Andersen 
(1998), a collection of essays 
on formative thinking, two 
booklets of poetry, and two 
volumes of pieces that had 
originally appeared in the 
Arran Voice newspaper, of 
which she was a founding 
member. She previously 
wrote the column On the 
Green for the Banner.

In 2005, she received 
an honorary doctorate of 
letters from the University 
of Leicester for services to 
children’s books.

Her �nal works were 
Forbidden Soldier, a 
children’s book about 
the second phase of the 
English Civil War, which 
appeared in 2014, and �e 
Lost King: Richard III and 
the Princes in the Tower, a 
biography of Richard III, 
whose remains were dug 
up in 2013 in Leicester.
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Mouthwatering success at Corrie foodfest
� e now annual Corrie Food 
Festival which is aimed at 
showcasing some of Arran’s 
� nest food producers and 
drink purveyors saw visitors 
enjoying a second helpings 
at the Corrie and Sannox 
Village Hall last weekend.

Owing to the sell-out suc-
cess of last year’s event, stall 
holders prepared for far larger 
crowds this year but even 
they could not anticipate the 
number of visitors which had 
the entire venue packed from 
noon until 5pm when many 
of the vendors had once again 
sold out owing to popular 
demand.

A combined e� ort by the 
Arran Supper Club, Mara 
Fish Bar and Deli, Ferghan 
Mhor Vegan B&B and 
� e Sandwich Station, the 
cumulative e� ort provided 
visitors with a heady assort-
ment of delicious aromas 

and culinary treats for those 
attending.

It was also a welcome home-
coming for Lizanne Zietsman 
who, as previously reported 
in the Banner, was allowed to 
return to Arran earlier this 
month a� er the resolution 
of her visa row. And she was 
back behind � e Sandwich 
Station stall at the side of 
husband John Malpas.

Sweet tooth
On o� er for the visitors 

was an assortment of dishes, 
treats and specialty items 
that catered for omnivores, 
vegans, vegetarians and those 
with a sweet tooth. � e Mara 
Fish Bar enticed visitors 
with their freshly caught 
� sh dishes, while the Arran 
Supper Club tempted hungry 
diners with tacos. Ferghan 
Mhor Vegan B&B provided 
an assortment of vegan soups 
and fresh pancakes made to 
order. � e Sandwich Station 
did a roaring trade with 
their fantastic fare, as did 
their cookie company which 

was a huge hit with visitors.
At the opposite end of the 
packed-to-capacity hall � e 
old Pier Cafe made selecting 
a meal very di�  cult due to a 
huge array of quiches, sausage 
rolls and a massive amount 
of beautifully decorated 
homebaking.

� e Tartan Tablet Company 
and Blackwater Bakehouse, 
which had a selection of sour-
dough and various loaves, 
pastries and baked goods, 
ensured visitors did not leave 
empty-handed and returned 
home with treats for the 
whole family.

A small bar area, with 
Arran Gin and other familiar 
favourites, was available for 
those that wanted a small tip-
ple with their meal, or snack, 
rather than tea or co� ee.

Outside the pop-up Chai 
Caddy provided visitors with 
specialty teas, vegetarian food 
and decadent cakes which 
visitors enjoyed inside the 
mobile restaurant and outside 
in the garden.

A customer shows his approval of the seafood from Kirsty and Gordon Decaestecker of 
Mara Fish Bar and Deli. 01_B43foodfest05

A young customer receives a special treat from Schaun Shirkie of the Blackwater 
Bakehouse. 01_B43foodfest10

Gregor and Ruth McLaren of Ferghan Mhor Vegan bed and breakfast, and a line of 
customers eager to try their soup and pancakes. 01_B43foodfest07

Words and photos
by Colin Smeaton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos
by Colin Smeaton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE



� e Arran Banner
Saturday 26 October 2019 NEWS  7

Mouthwatering success at Corrie foodfest

Schaun Shirkie and George Grassie of the 
Blackwater Bakehouse with some of their 
tempting baked goods. 01_B43foodfest02

Visitors pack the entire seating area of the Corrie and Sannox Village Hall. 01_B43foodfest01

Simon Thorborn joined 
the event with some of 

his sought-after crockery. 
01_B43foodfest03

Jess Wallace and Beth 
Vipond of the Arran 
Supper Club do a roaring 
trade with their tacos. 
01_B43foodfest06

Lizanne Zietsman and John Malpas of the 
Lochranza Sandwich Station are kept busy 
with a high demand for their food and 
cookies. 01_B43foodfest04

The old Pier Cafe sold a huge amount of 
specialty sausage rolls and a large variety 
of cakes. 01_B43foodfest08

Queues form outside the mobile tea house, 
the Chai Caddy which also makes vegetari-
an meals and decadent cakes. 01_B43foodfest09

It’s all about sharing...

Find more information at:
www.auchrannie.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
Isle of Arran
01770 302234

Our Scottish tapas
menu has lots of choice & 

plenty to share!
Treat yourself to a speciality cocktail

or a wee dram from our vast whisky menu.

Open Thursday to Monday for dinner from 5.30pm
with the bar open daily until 11pm.

for reservations call 01770 302 234 or book online at
www.eighteen69.co.uk
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

Thought for the week

Open all year

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Furture of dairying
Sir,
Further to your recent article 
regarding the future of dairying on 
Arran, (Arran Banner October 12),  
I thought I would like to provide 
some additional information for 
Banner readers.

Firstly, we would like to thank the 
hard-working Arran dairy farmers 
who, since the advent of our pasteur-
isation dairy in 1978, have provided 
our company with Arran milk. 
� ese dairy farms have always been 
an integral part of Arran’s economy, 
providing jobs for their direct em-
ployees and supporting jobs in the 
wider community, including Arran 
Dairies, Bellevue Cheese Company, 
Torrylin Creamery, the many lorry 
drivers, trades and other service 
providers. Along with other farmers 
they manage the land, allowing lo-
cals and visitors to enjoy the mixed 
landscape Arran has to o� er.

Most recently there have been two 
dairy farms on Arran. � e Reids at 
Clauchlands in Lamlash who won 
many local and national awards and 
produced the majority of the milk 
used on Arran; we thank Alex, Nan, 
Stuart and Anne for their support 
and hard work and wish them suc-
cess in their new ventures.

� e Murchies at Tigheanfraoch 
in Blackwaterfoot are another mul-
ti-generational dairy family who 
produce quality Arran milk; their 
dairy herd can be seen in the � elds 
at the crossroads in Blackwaterfoot. 
We are delighted to be working with 
them to secure the future of dairy-
ing on Arran.

Initially Tigheanfraoch milk will 
be used for the production of Arran 
Ice Cream and Bellevue Cheese; 
these products are sold locally, na-
tionally and internationally through 
Taste of Arran. We have begun to 
look at options to restart the supply 
of fresh Arran milk. It was only � ve 
years ago that we stopped bottling 
fresh milk but it seems with the 
current climate of consumers being 
keen to source local products with 
known provenance that the time is 
right to bring it back.

With grateful thanks to all who 
continue to support us.

Yours,
Alastair Dobson,
Arran Dairies and Taste of Arran.

Wonderful experience
Sir,
I am two thirds through the book 
Arran Travels, Treasure and Tales 
by Ian McMurdo which I purchased 
on Arran earlier this month. 

Being an Arran lover, my wife and 
I have visited your magical island for 
the last 29 years, I � nd that of all the 
books I have on Arran this is by far 
the most readable and entertaining. 

In it Ian describes the locals as 
being welcoming and friendly. Let 
me tell you of my experiences over 
our two-week visit.

� e moment we step on to Arran 
a feeling of peace and calm per-
meates us. Arriving on Saturday 
28 September we made out way to 
Prospect Hill Studio (where we have 
stayed for the last 13 years). � e 
following morning Stuart Scott no-
ticed I had a � at tyre. He helped me 
change the wheel for the spare, and 
suggested that we pay a visit to John 
� ompson’s Garage in Lamlash, 
where a very obliging mechanic 
sorted out our problem and re� tted 
the original wheel.

Being self-catering we usually have 
our mid-day meal at Little Rock Café 
in Brodick. Although it was a year 
since we had last visited the café, 
we were immediately recognised 
and welcomed (with open arms) by 
Lauren. During the course of our 
visits we spoke with other members 
of the sta�  (Jess, and Ola) who were 
equally welcoming and friendly. 
We spoke with Ailie the owner, 
commenting on what helpful and 
welcoming sta�  she had. She also 
remembered us from previous visits.

We tended to take our evening 
meals at Cro� ers Bar/Bistro in 
Brodick and got into conversation 
with Ealana Boyle who manages the 
establishment. (I had purchased a 
CD of the Arran Junior Choir from 
the Arcas Shop and noticed that she 
was one of the soloists!) Once again, 

the welcome was wonderful and we 
were made to feel that we weren’t 
just customers.

We always bring our Chocolate 
Labrador on holiday with us and 
she managed to eat something on 
Dougarie beach which didn’t agree 
with her. � is necessitated a visit 
to the local Vet (Charlotte Clough). 
When I rang to book an appoint-
ment, the response was no problem 
just bring her in and we will � t her 
in between regular appointments. 
Charlotte gave her a thorough 
examination and prescribed her 
medication which would solve the 
problem. An immediate and helpful 
response to what might have been a 
big problem.

� e following day I had the mis-
fortune to have a � at tyre (on the 
same wheel as previously) and by the 
time I had noticed the steering was 
dragging and found a safe place to 
pull o�  the road the wall of the tyre 
was shredded. I had stopped half 
way between Brodick and Lamlash. 
and it was beginning to get dark and 
was raining quite heavily. Wheel 
bolts put on by garages are usually 
impossible to loosen by hand tool, so 
I � agged down a passing van driver 
and explained the situation to him. 
He tried to contact various garages, 
but his signal was too weak so he 
said he would go down to Brodick 
and get a signal there. He returned 
about 10 minutes later to say he 
had been unable to raise any help. 
Another example of the helpfulness 
and friendliness of the locals in him 
stopping and trying to contact a ga-
rage. I called in at John � ompson’s 
Lamlash garage the following morn-
ing and they not only had a tyre of 
the correct size, but they broke o�  
from a job they were doing to � t it 
for me.

We le�  the garage and visited the 
Lagg Distillery to purchase a couple 
of bottles of their 10-year-old malt 
for a friend who had previously been 
on Arran and had run short of sup-
plies. While at the distillery we had 
a meal, and the waiter inadvertently 
brought the wrong toasted sand-
wiches. He apologised profusely 
and said he would return with the 

correct ones. � e manager obviously 
saw what had happened and came 
across to say that he would give us 
a complimentary co� ee to round 
o�  the meal. I went to purchase two 
co� ees and two sweets and took out 
some money to pay for them, only to 
be told that all of them were “on the 
house.” Another � ne gesture with 
customer service!

� e same evening, we had booked 
a meal at Stags Pavilion, Lochranza. 
We were welcomed with open arms 
by Valerie (we have dined here on 
our previous visits to Arran – in 
fact last year she sorted out for us a 
visit to the Mull of Kintyre). We had 
intended to visit Gigha on � ursday 
10 October but a� er Valerie con-
sulted her phone she told us that it 
was highly probable that the ferries 
would not be running due to high 
winds, which is what it turned out 
to be. What a customer service – not 
only superb meals but tourist infor-
mation par excellence!

Our last full day on the island we 
usually spend purchasing gi� s for 
friends and relatives. At some point 
this includes about £50-worth of 
preserves, oatcakes and cheeses 
from the Arran Cheese Shop in 
Duchess Court, and a couple of 
cases of Arran Blonde from Cladach 
Brewery. Despite the fact we arrived 
at the brewery just a� er closing time 
a very kindly gentleman let me into 
the shop and carried the cases of 
Arran Blonde to my car.

Yours,
Malcolm and Dorothy Bentley,
West Yorkshire.

Full nationalisation
Sir,
� e letter (Arran Banner, October 
19) arguing the need to revitalise 
our ferries by full-scale privatisation 
and competition overlooks the com-
plete failure of such policies.

Enterprises competing for custom-
ers on a lifeline ferry route can only 
result in a race to the bottom with 
the most basic of vessels, crewed 
by poorly paid and motivated sta� , 
driving each other out of business in 
their search for the largest pro� t they 

‘Blessed are those who dwell 
in thy house, ever singing they 
praise!’ Psalm 84: 4

Arran wants to be a year-round 
tourist destination and this 
week’s backing of the new 
region-wide tourist initiative, 
The Coig, shows the island 
means business.

Already Brodick Castle is 
opening beyond its usual 
closure of the end of October 
until Christmas and the Arran 
Heritage Museum reveals in 
this week’s Banner it is also 
planning to open, but with 
shorter winter hours.

It is obvious that if the island 
wants year-round visitors there 
always has to be something for 
them to do. So a collaborative 
approach with something 
like The Coig, which is Gaelic 
for � ve, may just be what is 
needed, allowing visitors to 
get a feel for the whole area 
and maybe help them decide 
where to come back to.

What has also to be 
remembered is that while 
365 days of tourism may suit 
some, smaller businesses may 
struggle to get the volume of 
trade in the winter months that 
they enjoy in the summer. So 
it follows that anything which 
can help drive business to the 
island, such as this new online 
initiative, is to be welcomed.

Certainly The Coig website 
is slick, re� ned and packs a 
whole host of information on 
each of the � ve destinations 
and for anyone interested it is 
well worth a look.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head o�  ce
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes 
happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a signi� cant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing editor@
arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which 
will investigate the matter, by emailing: 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK
can squeeze. What we really need is 
an end to austerity and the release 
of decent funding for investment 
and proper planning in all aspects 
of our service, taking account of the 
views and experiences of the real 
experts – the trade union organised 
sta�  and users of the route, as well 
as the technicians and designers. 
� at would enable reinvestment of 
income beyond costs back into the 
service and its sta� , rather than the 
pockets of shareholders.

Nothing other than full nationali-
sation of the services and shipyards 
can achieve this – with an end to the 
tendering based on cost reduction 
that blights CalMac and other vital 
public infrastructure. You need look 
no further than the railways to see 
what a mess privatisation and com-
petition has brought us all.

Nothing personal but I some-
how doubt that ‘Eamonn Butler, 
Lamlash’ will accept this. I strongly 
suspect that he is, a� er all, the 
London-based director of the Adam 
Smith Institute and author of books 
that celebrate the arch free-market 
economists Hayek and Friedman, 
whose ideas motivated Margaret 
� atcher as well as her friend, the 
murderous Chilean fascist dictator, 
Pinochet.

Yours,
Colin Turbett.
Shiskine.

Heartfelt thanks
Sir,
I write to say thank you to all the 

mourners who came along to my 
wife’s sad funeral at Whiting Bay 
Church last week and also to say 
thank you for the retiring collection 
which raised more than £570 for 
ArCaS.

I also wish to particularly thank 
Dr Gaw and all the members of 
the medical centre, also Dr Mcleod 
and his team at Crosshouse Cancer 
Centre who all o� ered such help and 
sympathy. It was so heartening to 
have the very many people come up 
and shake my hand or give me a hug, 
and I am sure the community spirit 
is alive and well on Arran. May I 
please include Mrs Barr and her 
team as well as the NAC graveyard 
and admin sta�  who take such good 
care of Kilbride and other cemetries.

Finally I would like to thank 
Elizabeth for her service and it seems 
that the congregation appreciated 
the suspicions of Margaret’s mother, 
Mrs Binnie (the then primary school 
teacher at Whiting Bay), as to the 
suitability of the young tearaway 
Bobby Haddow of Point House but 
had to give in with good grace. It 
could be thought that the matter 
ended there as Bobby Haddow (now 
Bob) walked hand in hand in mat-
rimony down the aisle of the same 
church as we were in but not so!

Fast forward to last week when 
a very miserable Bob Haddow is 
trying to screw up the courage to 
go through his wife’s apparel accu-
mulated over 80 years. Some items 
went to ArCaS but others in the 
wood burner. It was as I was sorting 
them into their respective piles that 

I felt something hard in a small sock 
and to my surprise there was £1,000 
in old paper notes. Sadly I fear my 
tearaway image is now well and 
truly punctured.

� ank you again, Elizabeth 

and thank you readers for all of 
your cards, phone calls, hugs and 
handshakes.

Yours,
Bob Haddow,
Kings Cross.

Our photograph of the week this week shows rough collies, Carys and 
Jazz, at the Viking Fort at Kings Cross Point near Whiting Bay.

� e photograph was taken by Marilyn Shedden of Muasdale with her 
Samsung A20 e on a lovely autumnal day a couple of weeks ago.

If you have a photograph you would like to share please email it to 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk to be considered for our photograph of the 
week.

Rough collies, Carys and Jazz at the Viking Fort, Kings Cross Point, 
Whiting Bay, Arran. 
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Kildonan beach 
buddy clean
Beach Buddies Arran will be 
conducting a beach clean at 
Kildonan this weekend.

Volunteers can meet at 
the Kildonan Hall on Sunday 
October 27 where the clean-
up operation will take place 
between 2pm and 4pm.

Stout boots are gloves are 
compulsory and pickers 
and bags will be supplied. 
Further information or 
weather related cancella-
tions will be posted on the 
group’s Facebook page by 
searching for Beach Buddies 
Isle of Arran.

Whiting Bay end 
of year tidy up
Members of the Whiting Bay 
and Districts Improvements 
Association have invited 
volunteers to take part in 
their annual end of the year 
tidy-up and preparations for 
spring this weekend.

Taking place from 10.30am 
to noon tomorrow (Sunday), 
volunteers will help to 
neaten up the village by 
weeding and preparing the 
�ower tubs and decorative 
boats on either side of the 
village.

Volunteers should meet 
at the putting green shed. 
Gloves are recommended.

Cameron is Labour choice to �ght seat
Labour candidate Cameron Gilmore. 

Arran MP Patricia Gibson 
sets the record straight
Arran MP Patricia Gibson 
has successfully urged parlia-
mentary monitoring website, 
�ey Work For You, which 
publishes information to keep 
citizens informed about what 
MPs do at Westminster, to 
add a disclaimer to its website 
which states: ‘Note: SNP MPs 
do not generally vote on legis-
lation not a�ecting Scotland, 
as these matters are devolved 
to the Scottish Parliament.’

Mrs Gibson said: ‘Tory list 
MSP Jamie Greene has re-
peatedly attempted to smear 
and undermine me and other 

SNP MPs by suggesting that 
we “miss” Commons votes 
because we do not vote on 
England-only matters. �is 
allegation is designed to 
deliberately mislead.

‘I am pleased the matter has 
now been clari�ed by �ey 
Work For You, which is the 
responsible thing to do. I 
hope now that these oppor-
tunistic attempts to smear 
and besmirch my record of 
hard work and commitment 
to my constituents will stop 
and Mr Greene will switch his 
focus to policy.’

North Ayrshire and Arran MP Patricia Gibson.

�e Labour man tasked with toppling 
Patricia Gibson from her MP’s seat in the 
next general election has been named as 
Cameron Gilmore from West Kilbride.

Mr Gilmore was announced as the can-
didate a�er being selected by Labour Party 
members across North Ayrshire and Arran 
and he will be looking to win back the seat 
which was occupied by Labour’s Katy Clark 
until won by Patricia Gibson in 2015.

Mr Gilmore is a Stirling University gradu-
ate where he studied politics and journalism. 

He has been an active campaigner for Better 
than Zero and Labour for a Green New Deal.

�e candidate said: ‘It’s a real honour to 
be selected to run in what will be the most 
important election in decades and I’m 
just so proud to be representing my home 
constituency.

‘I’m very much looking forward to getting 
on the campaign trail, meeting as many of 
you as possible and hearing whatever issues 
or concerns you may have and most of all 
�ghting for Labour values.’



To continue providing services to clients in the 
EU, make sure your staff have taken steps to 
have their UK qualifications recognised by their 
EU host country. They should also have the right 
paperwork so they can keep travelling to the EU.

Follow the step-by-step guide  
at gov.uk/brexit

Get ready for Brexit

Take steps  
to keep  
providing  
services in  
the EU

BUSINESSES THAT 
EXPORT SERVICES
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Words and photos
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos

Mountain rescue team lift fi rst memorial quaich
� ere was a big crowd and 
a real party atmosphere at 
the inaugural staging of the 
a new sporting competition 
staged in memory of the late 
Dr Angus Campbell, who 
died a year ago this month.

Organised by the Arran 
Coastal Rowing Club, they 
could not have picked a 
better day than last Sunday 
to stage the event in bright 
sunshine and with calm seas 
in Lamlash Bay.

� e pier and yacht club were 
turned into a festival of fun 
with a BYOB barbecue and 
an a� ernoon of good-natured 
competition, friendly banter 
and socialising.

In the end, the Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team came 
out on top in the Emergency 
Services Regatta, in which 
seven teams from blue light 
and emergency services on 
the island took part.

Event organiser Geo�  
Norris told the large crowd 
before the prize-giving that 
the idea for the regatta was 
the brainchild of the late Dr 

The winning mountain rescue crew are cheered home. 01_B43angus05

Campbell, a well-regarded 
local GP, enthusiast of boat-
ing and all marine activities, 
and founding member of the 
Arran Coastal Rowing Club.

‘Reminiscing on the past 
when emergency services 
on the island used to have 
a regular meetings in the 
pub for an evening of com-
petitive gaming, darts, pool 
or dominoes, Dr Campbell 
came up with the idea of an 
inter-services regatta on com-
pletion of the Coastal Rowing 
Club’s second ski� . Sadly, he 
never got the opportunity to 
arrange it,’ he said.

Now the rowing club has 
made his dream a reality 
with crews from police, � re 
brigade, RNLI, mountain 
rescue, Coastguard, hospital 
nurses and the medical centre 
all taking part a� er practising 
for the big event. 

Some of the services had 
two crews taking part and 
others just one.

� e format saw each team 
race twice over a 500-metre 
course, once in each of the 
two ski� s, with the times 
combined for a � nal score.

A� er the � rst two races, the 
mountain rescue team were 

� rst but there was a tie for 
second place between the � re 
brigade and the RNLI, which 
led to a semi-� nal being 
required which was won by 
the RNLI.

� is saw them go head to 
head in the � nal with the 
mountain rescue team but, 
a� er a closely fought � nal, 
the rescue team emerged 
victorious.

� e quaich was presented to 
the winning team of Alasdair 
Lightbody, who rowed in 
the � rst race,  Corinna 
Goeckeritz, Ewan McKinnon, 
David Boal and Alan Nicol 
with cox Karen Haggerty 
by Dr Campbell’s daughter 
Jenny.

� e mountain rescue de-
cided that the £511.80 raised 
by the prize draw should be 
given to ArCaS.

� e full results were: 1st 
Arran MRT 5min 56sec, 
2nd equal Arran RNLI 6.09, 
Scottish Fire and Rescue 6.09, 
4th Arran Medical Group 
6.21, 5th Police Scotland 6.29, 
6th Arran Coastguard 7.07, 
7th Hospital nurses 7.41.

See page 23 for some great 
action shots from the event.

Event organiser Geo�  Norris tells of Dr Campbell’s vision of the event. 01_B43angus04

A big crowd watch the crews battle it out. 01_B43angus08

The RNLI crew who � nished runners-up. 
01_B43angus10

The swans at Lamlash were unperturbed 
by the event taking place around them. 
01_B43angus11

The Arran Coastal Rowing Club members who organised the day and provided the coxes 
for the boats. 01_B43angus30

The hospital nurses team with cox Steve Garraway. 01_B43angus28
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Mountain rescue team lift first memorial quaich

The winning mountain rescue team receive their trophy from Jenny MacHale. 01_B43angus03

Two young girls watch the action from the seashore. 
01_B43angus06

The police boat powers through the water with the safety 
boat behind them. 01_B43angus17The Coastguard crew in action. 01_B43angus15

The lifeboat crews. 01_B43angus18

The �re and rescue team members who took part. 01_B43angus19

The police team who with honorary policeman for the day Colin Totty and cox Friederike 
Lorenzen. 01_B43angus26

The Arran medial group team. 01_B43angus24

The Coastguard team. 01_B43angus27
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YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON IN ARRAN

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Ambulanceman tells of All 
Patients Great and Small
Paramedic Neil Gillies, who 
has worked in the ambulance 
service for 37 years, has col-
lated a number of ambulance 
related stories in a new book 
called All Patients Great and 
Small.

With many of the tales and 

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The book is the � rst 
collection of Scottish 
ambulance related stories 
to be published. 01_B43book02

Ambulanceman Neil Gillies with his � rst book All Patients 
Great and Small. 01_b43book01

confessions based on inci-
dents and events on Arran, 
the book is a memoir of sorts 
for Neil who plans on retiring 
next year a� er an eventful 
career with many highs and 
lows.

It is also an altruistic en-
deavour as all proceeds from 
the sale of the books are being 
donated to � e Ambulance 
Sta�  Charity (TASC), which 
assists and provides support 
for ambulance workers with 
mental health issues.

Neil lives in Lamlash and 
is married to Anne, they 
have four children and two 
grandchildren who bring him 
a great deal of joy, as does the 
fact that his daughter Kate 
has followed in his footsteps 
and is also a paramedic based 
on Arran.

With 37 years in the service 
Neil has amassed a great deal 
of experiences and stories, 
and it was very early in his 
career that he o� en heard 
himself saying ‘someone 
should write a book about 
this stu� ’, little-thinking that 

almost four decades later it 
would actually be him.

Starting his career in 
Irvine aged 23 in 1983, Neil 
was eventually transferred 
to Arran in 1988 and along 
with Bob McMaster they took 
over from the legendary Tony 
Hamilton who not only drove 
the ambulance, but was the 
hospital gardener, handyman 
and porter. Someone whom 
Neil describes as ‘a true mul-
ti-tasker and gentleman’.

� is was the era of Frank 
McVicar and Sheila Mcleod 
who were respectively the 
single-handed surgeon and 
anaesthetist, a practice long 
since discontinued. Frank’s 
wife Ann was the sole 
physiotherapist, and Carrie 
Dalby the only radiographer. 
Matron was the indomitable 
Margo Crawford and ward 
sister was Charlotte Weir. 
Principal GPs were the much-
missed Angus Campbell, the 
retired Graham Tinto and 
Angus Grassie, and the now 
part-time Malcolm Kerr.

Speaking about the book 

Neil told the Banner: ‘I 
must admit I found writing 
about my experiences quite 
emotional at times. � ings 
that happened years ago and 
which I thought were deeply 
buried seemed to reappear 
with ease. One example was 
when recalling my experience 
at Dunblane Primary School 
while on secondment on 
the helicopter. I had spent  
20 years not knowing if the 
young boy I had transferred 
to Glasgow with three 
gunshot wounds survived (I 
very recently discovered that 
he did). I was also amazed 
that on reading the book, my 
wife told me that she never 
even knew that I had been 
there! � e only explanation 
I can think of is that it was a 
truly subconscious attempt to 
blank it out.’

‘All proceeds from the book 
are being donated to TASC 
which supports ambulance 
workers with mental health 
issues – a somewhat predict-
able and all-too-common 
problem in our line of work. 

‘A� er 37 years with the am-
bulance service I can truly say 
that I have had an enjoyable 
experience with some great 
colleagues.’

All Patients Great and Small 
is available at Jimmy Gordon’s 
in Lamlash or by searching 
for @ambulancetales on 
Facebook.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., 

and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 
Schoolroom, the Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop.  Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed 

(on Wednesdays only from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 
1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

THIS IS THE 40TH SUMMER SEASON OF 
THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., 

and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 
Schoolroom, the Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed 

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THIS IS THE 40TH SUMMER SEASON OF 
THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

From 30th October we are OPEN Wednesday, 

Thursday and Friday 11am -3.30pm.
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Every day
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Geopark Information & Activity Centre                                                  Lochranza, 9am - 5pm
Brodick Castle and Gardens Open 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre  Old Pavilion, Lamlash, centre open seven days, 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre – tennis    Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open 7 days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf       Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather                    
Public swimming Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
                                                                                                           and 6pm-8pm  (last entry 7pm)
Swimming lessons Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday -Thursday, 4pm – 6pm
Arran Heritage Museum  - Open Wednesday, Thursday & Friday   Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Arran Brewery                                    Open Monday, Thursday, Friday  & Saturday 11.30am till 4pm
                                                                      Sunday, 2.pm - 4pm. Closed Tuesday and Wednesday.
                                                                                       To arrange a tour please call 01770 30235

Saturday 26th October
Flow Yoga                                                                                        Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Ghost walks & haunted manor                                Brodick Castle and Country Park ,11am – 10pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm – 4pm
Pop-up evening, BYOB (bookings only)                                        The Shore, Whiting Bay from 6pm
Live music –  Jack Taylor                                              Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm
Live music –  Blackleaf 40, blues rock band                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live music –  Scott MacDonald                                            The Douglas Hotel, Brodick 9pm - 11pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 27th October
Hallowe’en ghost walks                                           Brodick Castle and Country Park , 11am – 10pm
Live music –  Jack Taylor                                                      Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 1pm – 4pm
Family games                                                                             Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm – 3pm
Beach Buddies Kildonan Beach Clean                                                     Meet Kildonan Hall for 2pm
Gym induction                                                                                               Auchrannie Spa, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool       Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live music –  Blackleaf 40, blues rock band                                        The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm - 6pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm – 6.30pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                         Shiskine Hall, Shiskine,  9pm
Folk music session    Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 28th October
Morning fi tness                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am-10.30am
Whiting Bay Hallowe’en party                                                                Whiting Bay Hall, 5pm - 7pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                            Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Circuit training     Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm 
Junior rugby (P3-P7)                                                                  Ormidale Park, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Junior rugby (S1-S6)                                                                 Ormidale Park, Brodick, 7pm  - 8pm
Rink games                                                                                         Brodick Bowling Club, 6.15pm 
Rink bowls                                                                                    Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Winter bridge, visitors welcome, www.arranbridgeweb               Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Live music                                                                                       Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over-10s                                              Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 29th October
Geology and Wildlife Land Rover safari            Arran Ranger Centre, Brodick Castle 9.30am - 3pm
Body Blitz (booking essential)    Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors Team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries Home House House, Brodick, 10am – 3pm
Chess morning                                                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am
Rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers                                            Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers – Jog Scotland beginners’ group Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak night – two ribeye steaks & bottle of wine      Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Lamlash Primary School Hallowe’en party                         Lamlash Primary School, 6pm – 7.30pm
Corrie Church Harvest supper, contact Ann Pringle 810210            Corrie Church, 7pm for 7.30pm
The 1st Shiskine Rainbows and Brownies                                        Shiskine Hall, 5.30pm - 6.45pm
Arran Hockey Club – juniors (5-14yrs) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm – 7pm
Mini Kickers 3-5yrs (preschool)                                                  KA Leisure, Lamlash, 6pm -6.45pm
Junior football, P4 -P6s                                                       KA Leisure, Lamlash, 6.45pm - 7.45pm
Scottish country dancing                                                                     Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Flow yoga Corrie Hall, 6pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

CRAFT BREWERY TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY
Eco Savvy Food Share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s pop music quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional music sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

Wednesday 30th October
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers                                  Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am - 1pm
Kilmory toddlers                                                                                   Kilmory Hall, 10am - noon
Coffee morning                                                                           Brodick Church, 10.30am - noon
Arran Heritage Museum  Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Archives and Genealogy Service    Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Chair yoga exercise class   St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Knit and Blether      Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 11.30am – 1.30pm
Brodick Primary P1-4 Hallowe’en party                                Brodick Primary School, 1.30pm - 3pm 
Arran Pace Makers running group Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwon Do                      juniors 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music –  Mike Bailey                                                               Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm
Pub quiz                                                                                                  The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock’n’pop bingo                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 31st October 
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30 -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Chess morning                                                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum  Brodick, 11am – 3.30pm
Brodick Primary P5-7 Hallowe’en Party                                Brodick Primary School, 1.30pm - 3pm 
Music Matters                                                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm
Arran Youth Soul Choir                                 Community Theatre, Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm
Arran Soul Choir                                           Community Theatre, Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm
Winter bridge, visitors welcome, www.arranbridgeweb                 Little Rock Cafe, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6.15pm - 7.15pm
Arran Hockey Club – Seniors (12 yrs +) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm – 8.30pm
Arran High School Hallowe’en party                                             Arran High School, 7pm – 9.30pm
Shiskine Hall Hallowe’en party                                                                             Shiskine Hall, 7pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                            Brodick Library, 7.30pm – 9.30pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                                      Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm  
Tommy’s general knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Hosptality Industry Hallowe’en party                                              Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm

Friday 1st November
Yoga                                                                                        Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
ACLI – Friday Garden Club                                  Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 10am – 12.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum  Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Qi Gong (Tai Chi), all welcome                             Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Gym induction  Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Lochranza Children’s Hallowe’en party                                          Lochranza Hall 6pm - 8pm
“We’re All Mad Here”        The Wineport, Cladach, 6pm -11.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                       Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live music –  Shindig                                                                     Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm
Friday night quiz                                                         Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                        Octopus Centre, COAST, Lamash, 9pm

Saturday 2nd November
Flow yoga                                                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Lamlash Bonfi re Night & Fireworks – meet to build the fi re                             Lamlash Green, 11am
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm – 3pm
Arran CND Group                                                                Cafe, Arran High School, Lamlash, 2pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm – 4pm
Lamlash Bonfi re Night & Fireworks – light the fi re                                             Lamlash Green, 7pm
Lamlash Bonfi re Night & Fireworks – fi reworks                                            Lamlash Green, 7.30pm
Live music – Jack Taylor                                              Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm
Live music –  The Sell Out- specialising in music of The Who                     The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live music –  Scott MacDonald                                           The Douglas Hotel, Brodick 9pm - 11pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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Ready for Hallowe’en and 
bonfi re night fun on Arran

Younger 
pupils at 

Brodick 
primary at 
their party 

last year. 
01_B43halloween01

With the onset of colder 
nights and the evenings draw-
ing in, and the clocks going 
back this weekend, it can only 
mean one thing ... it’s time 
for Hallowe’en and bon� re 
celebrations.

And on Arran, we are 
particularly fortunate at 
the large number of villages 
who are hosting celebrations 
are not just con� ning their 
events to one evening, so fans 
of Hallowe’en and bon� res 
can enjoy the festivities at a 
number of events taking place 
over the following two weeks.

Starting at Kilmory Hall 
tonight (Saturday), revellers 
can begin their Hallowe’en 
celebration with a village par-
ty starting at 5pm. Raucous 
fun and well-loved games can 
then be enjoyed at Whiting 
Bay Hall on Monday October 
28 when villagers and visitors 
celebrate their Hallowe’en in 
style between 5pm and 7pm.

Nearing the big day itself, 
Lamlash Primary then have 
their chance for a party, with 
a great deal of dancing and 
music, on Tuesday October 
29, from 6pm to 7.30pm. High 
school children and young 
adults then take their turn 
when on � ursday October 
31, from 7pm to 9.30pm, 
they dress in their � nest 
Hallowe’en garb and celebrate 
the occasion.

On Wednesday October 
30 and the following day it 
will be the change of Brodick 
Primary to host their popular 
Hallowe’en parties. � e � rst 
day, starting at 1.30pm to 

3pm, the P1 to P4s will enjoy 
their organised fun and games 
while the P5 to P7 children 
will celebrate Hallowee’en 
with the usual fun and games, 
and snacks, at the same time 
the following day.

On Hallowe’en night 
itself Shiskine village goes 
all out with their Hallowe’en 
party which starts at 7pm. 
Traditional games, fun com-
petitions and special prizes 
can all be expected. A lantern 
competition for the children, 
and especially ones made with 
turnips, can expect to receive 
an extra special prize. � ese, 
along with all of the usual 
games, grub and ghoulish fun, 
will be on o� er for all children, 
accompanied by a responsible 
adult, at Shiskine Hall.

And last, but certainly 
not least, of the Hallowe’en 
celebrations will be the 
Wineport’s Mad Hatters 
Hallowe’en tea party on 
Friday November 1. It 
promises to be an evening of 
colourful potions, fancy dress 
and all the usual magically 
mad shenanigans. Delightful 
drinks specials will be availa-
ble, as will an array of nibbles 
� t for a queen of hearts. � e 
madness starts at 6pm.

And before the Hallowe’en 
costumes have been packed 
away for the year we move 
straight into bon� re nights. 
Kicking o�  in � ne style and 
one of the biggest on the 
island, Lamlash start the 
celebrations on Saturday 
November 2 when their event 

includes not only a spectacu-
lar bon� re but also � reworks. 
Villagers and visitors begin 
setting the mood early in 
the day when they, starting 
at 11am, start bringing wood 
to help build the bon� re. 
Volunteers are always appre-
ciated and the atmosphere 
builds as the day progresses. 
� e � re is lit at 7pm and the 
� reworks follow shortly a� er 
at 7.30pm.

On bon� re night itself, 
Tuesday November 5, the 
Shiskine Valley, and Kinloch 
Hotel car park in particular, 

will come alive with activity 
as their bon� re is lit at 6.30pm 
and a � reworks display starts 
at 6.45pm.

In Whiting Bay, at the 
putting green, a barbecue will 
be lit at 5pm with a bon� re 
starting at 5.30pm and 
� reworks rounding o�  what 
is usually an enjoyably and 
social bon� re night at 6pm.

Also starting at 6pm on the 
opposite side of the island, at 
Pirnmill, will be their � re-
works display which will take 
place on the beach.

Not just a bon� re night, 

the village of Lochranza is 
going all out this year with a 
Festival of Fire.

Taking place on the evening 
of Friday November 8, start-
ing from 7pm at the Village 
Hall there will be delicious 
hot soup, burgers and a 
licensed bar, and for the � rst 
time a ‘professional show’ of 
compound � reworks.

So wherever you are on 
Arran, wrap up warmly, take 
care and enjoy all that there is 
on o� er, before winter takes 
hold and evenings are spent 
indoors by the � re.

It has become something of 
a tradition for a number of 
years now for the children of 
Brodick, in some cases ac-
companied by their parents, 
to start o�  their Halloween 
visits around the village at 
Montrose House.

On � ursday October 31, be-
tween 5.30pm and 7pm, the 
residents will be gathered 
in their decorated lounge to 
hear and see the children in 
their fancy dress perform 
their songs, tell their stories 
or recite their poems.

Of course there will be dook-
ing for apples and a few treats 
will be o� ered. Such welcome 
visits make those members of 
the older generation very hap-
py and no doubt very nostalgic 
when remembering their own 
exploits so many years ago.

Guisers welcome at Montrose House
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ALWAYS A GENUINE 
WARM WELCOME

SERVING BREAKFAST, 
TEA, COFFEE, SCONES, 

SHARING PLATTERS 
AND MEALS 

ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

FOOD SERVED DAILY 
UNTIL 9PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL US ON 
01770 302968

OR EMAIL
stay@thedouglashotel.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Ghostly adventures await at Brodick Castle
� ings are about to go bump 
in the night both inside 
Brodick Castle as well as 
in the gardens and country 
park.

As is � tting at this time of 
year, the castle is once again 
embracing the Hallowe’en 
spirit with a number of 
ghostly activities for the 
entire family to enjoy.

Taking place in the atmos-
pheric surroundings of the 
castle and the forest, the 
weekend’s activities will 
include ghost tours of the 
castle, a special ghost trail 
and vivid ghostly tales from a 
professional storyteller.

Hallowe’en guides will join 
ghost tour visitors for an out-
door historical tour around 
the castle and gardens, 
sharing some of the darker 
history and tales of Brodick 
Estate and possibly even some 
of their own experiences with 

A motley crew of 
characters awaited 

visitors at last year’s 
haunted manor tour 

at Brodick Castle. 

local ghosts.
Out in the forest where 

ghosts, ghouls, goblins and 
other Hallowe’en creatures 
await, visitors of all ages can 
venture along the ghost trail 
where spooky music, scary set 
designs and props will scare 
and delight in equal measure.

All of these activities will 
take place on both Saturday 
October 26 and Sunday 
October 27 with the ghost 
trail opening from 11am–
4pm each day and the ghost 
tours starting at 11am and 
2.30pm. Storytelling times 
will be at noon and 1.30pm.

All activities are free with 
admission and booking is not 
required.

Bringing old Hallowe’en tales to life
An Arran-based professional 
storyteller will bring a tradi-
tional folk tale vividly to life 
when he performs at Whiting 
Bay hall next week.

Suitably taking place on 
Hallowe’en, the story of 
� e Haunted Ships with be 
recounted by Marty Ross of 
Arran Storytelling � eatre at 
8pm.

Residents on the west coast 
of Scotland may be familiar 
with the story of � e Haunted 
Ships – a young couple move 

Marty Ross is a professional 
storyteller who has been 
described as having a great 
aptitude for suspense and 
terror. 

into their cli�  op dream 
house, only to � nd they have 
caught the attention of super-
natural forces haunting a 
cluster of nearby shipwrecks. 

Marty said: ‘As an Arran 
resident, and also a dramatist 
and performer with a list of 
productions stretching from 
BBC Radio and Amazon 
Audible to the Edinburgh 
Fringe and London Horror 
Festival, I’m keen to make 
this kind of vividly theatrical 
storytelling a regular � xture 

on the island.’
� ere will be more opportu-

nities for fans of Marty’s work 
to hear him in full � ow, the 
� rst at Brodick Castle today 
(Saturday) and tomorrow 
(Sunday), when he will be 
performing ghost stories 
during the day, and there will 
also be a charity event for Eco 
Savvy in early December.

� e show in Whiting Bay on 
� ursday October 31, at 8pm, 
will be cafe style and visitors 
can BYOB.
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

Osprey sightings are 
increasing on Arran
� rough images on TV, the 
osprey is a familiar bird, 
plunging into water and 
rising with a � sh in its talons. 
It is a � sh-eating bird of prey 
with a cosmopolitan range. In 
the tropics and sub-tropics, 
it is resident. � e European 
population migrates to Africa 
a� er breeding.

� e osprey formerly in-
habited much of Britain but 
heavy persecution, mainly by 
Victorian egg and skin col-
lectors, during the 19th cen-
tury and early 20th cen tury, 
brought about its demise. 
A� er the osprey’s demise 
from Scotland in 1916, its 
successful recolonisation of 
Scotland from Scandinavian 
birds started in Loch Garten 
in 1954. Extensive measures 
to prevent further persecu-
tion by egg collectors was 
necessary to achieve this. A 
pair have nested successfully 
almost every year since 1959 

at what is now known as 
the Osprey Centre at Loch 
Garten. By 1976, there were 
thought to be 14 pairs nesting 
in Scotland. Fi� een years 
later, in 1991, there were 71 
pairs. In 2001, 158 breeding 
pairs were located. It is now 
well established.

What about ospreys on 
Arran?  At the moment it 
is an occasional passage 
migrant and the autumn is 
a good time to look out for 
them round the coast of the 
island. From the Arran Bird 
Reports, in the 1980s there 
were two records, in the 
1990s 10 records, in the 2000s 
12 and to date in the 2010s 18, 
including one that lingered 
for � ve days in November 
2014.

With these increasing re-
cords, the encouragement of 
Forestry and Land Scotland, 
who put up breeding plat-
forms on the island in 2010, 

and the continued success of 
the breeding pair on the near-
by the Isle of Bute since 2011, 
ospreys may establish in the 
future as a breeding species 
on Arran.

Enjoy your birding
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk I 
look forward to hearing from 
you. For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran Bird 
Report 2018 and visit this 
website www.arranbirding.
co.uk

An osprey in � ight. 
Photo Brian Couper 

Red deer review should 
show good progress
Scotland’s upland Deer 
Management Groups (DMGs) 
have now been assessed for 
the third time in six years 
with previous reviews taking 
place in 2014 and 2016.

Some 45 DMGs e� ectively 
cover the majority of the red 
deer range, almost half of 
Scotland’s land area including 
Arran, and Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH) has now sub-
mitted its latest review report 
to ministers.

Richard Cooke, chair-
man of the Association of 
Deer Management Groups 
(ADMG), says he is hopeful  
the considerable progress 
made by the groups will be ev-
ident, and that the important 
part they play in safeguarding 
and promoting Scotland’s 
natural environment will be 
recognised.

He said: ‘� e evidence from 
the review will, we believe, 
show that our sector is at 
the forefront of ecological 
and habitat regeneration, 
enhancing the landscape, and 
managing Scotland’s iconic 
deer herd sustainably – all 
a far cry from how, and too 
o� en, we are portrayed.

‘We believe this very 

detailed examination and 
analysis, which has now been 
presented to government, 
provides clear evidence of 
progress, both at national 
and local levels. � e SNH 
assessment system is now 
well established and is a 
robust means of monitoring 
the e� ectiveness of deer 
management.

‘Clearly, the timescales over 
which environmental change 
can be brought about may be 
decades, but that process is 
well under way. In terms of 
deer densities, the report pro-
duced by the James Hutton 
Institute for SNH in 2017 
based on SNH count data 
showed that, a� er a period of 
population growth, overall 
densities of deer on the 
open hill had been relatively 
stable since 2000 at an overall 
average of around 10 deer/
km2 and are now declining 
due to culling pressure. � is 
despite falling sheep numbers 
and more favourable climatic 
conditions leading to higher 
levels of recruitment.’

Mr Cooke asserts the 
voluntary principle and 
collaboration are at the heart 
of progress being made and 

that through joint working 
even the smallest changes can 
make signi� cant di� erences 
on a landscape scale.

He said: ‘It is clear land 
managers have embraced the 
need to look forward and are 
responding to fast changing 
national priorities. � is is 
evidenced in the evolution 
and implementation of deer 
management plans that cover 
over three million hectares 
of the uplands and address 
a whole range of important 
factors such as habitat impact 
assessment, woodland expan-
sion, peatland restoration and 
delivering demonstrable pub-
lic bene� t, including a major 
contribution to the Scottish 
Government’s climate change 
agenda. 

‘We need to build on this to 
ensure considerable private 
and public investment con-
tinues to contribute in these 
areas, supports our fragile 
rural economy – and is recog-
nised for doing so.

‘We await a response to the 
SNH report from the cabinet 
secretary, and therea� er dis-
cussion at the environment, 
climate change and land 
reform committee.’
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One-stop shop
If the Auchrannie Hotel’s projected £4 million 
leisure centre goes ahead it will be one of the 
biggest developments on Arran.

But this week the Arran Community 
Council has come out unequivocally against 
it and has decided to lodge strong objections 
to the proposal. In broad terms, it sees it as 
being on a scale which is totally out of keeping 
with Arran. In itself the project is di�cult to 
object to but its e�ect, the councillors feel, will 
be detrimental to the whole island. �ey say it 
will be a ‘one-stop shop’ at which visitors will 
be able to get all their requirements while on 
Arran, thus starving other businesses.

Lighthouse for sale
As unusual houses go, the lighthouse 
keeper’s house on Ailsa Craig must be one 
of the most unusual. �ere are three houses 
altogether which are owned by Russ McLean 
of Campbeltown. He plans on retaining the 
principal lighthouse keeper’s house for his 
own use and sell the other two for around 
£34,000 each. 
 �ey are quite reasonably sized and there is 
unlikely to be any trouble with the neighbours 

With 180 years of service to the WRI between them, Mary Crawford, Margaret Stewart 
and May McArthur were this week honoured by the Lamlash institute for their service. 
01_B43tweY01

because Ailsa Craig is uninhabited, other than 
plenty of birds. On a clear day, the new owners 
will be able to see Arran to the north and 
stunning vistas all around. �e three things 
that matter to any house are location, location 
and location – and these dwellings have all of 
these in abundance.

New road woes
Potholes in Arran’s roads have been an issue 
for some time but now there is a new problem 
and it is closely connected with the extensive 
pipeline work which has been undertaken on 
the island.

�ere are many more large lorries driving 
very swi�ly on the roads and where the road 
has been dug up for the new pipeline, edges 
have been le� so� and open, frequently with 
no cones to warn drivers. �e �omson’s lorry 
which was seen on its roof near Kildonan is a 
good example of this. �ere, the tar had been 
put on top of so� material so the road edging, 
while appearing stable, just gave way when the 
vehicle passed over it.

People have been very patient during the 
works but, as with all tradesmen doing a job, 
they can rightly expect everything is returned 
to the condition in which it is found.

This group of youngsters assembled in Lamlash Community Centre last Sunday after-
noon to take part in the Think Before You Flush campaign. 01_B43tweY02

A Thomson’s lorry taking pipe bedding to Kildonan approached a corner near Largiebeg 
when the road edging gave way and the vehicle somersaulted into the �eld below. The 
driver was taken to hospital, bruised but otherwise �ne. 01_B43tweY03

John Randall, seated, the Registrar General for Scotland, and Gerry McCarthy the 
Registrar General’s Examiner, met with the o�cial record keepers of Arran, left Jane 
Kelso and Susan Barr, far right, with Sandra McGregor, North Ayrshire’s head registrar. 
01_B43tweY05

With 41 years in nursing, and a familiar face to all, Diana McMurray has retired from her 
position as matron of the Arran War Memorial Hospital.  01_B43tweY04
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YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 
by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of 
an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.

8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher 
in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the 
publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a 
series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days 
from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
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RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE ARRAN BANNER:
TELEPHONE: 01770 302142
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01770 
302021

E-MAIL: adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number. Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT PROPERTY
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PERSONAL NOTICES

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Foreman Mechanic
Isle of Arran

We require an experienced diesel mechanic 
to take the lead role in our busy, well 

equipped workshop on the Isle of Arran.

Applicants should have a proven track record 
in maintaining a fleet of heavy commercial 
vehicles and contractors plant, be highly 

motivated and capable of supervising others.

Welding and fabricating experience is also 
required and an LGV driving licence would be 

advantageous, but not essential.

The successful applicant will be expected to 
move to the island and assistance in finding 

suitable accommodation will be given.

Applications in writing please enclosing CV to: 
John Thomson Construction Ltd, Lamlash, 

Isle of Arran, KA27 8NB 
or email: mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
LOCHRANZA AND CATACOL 

VILLAGE HALL
AGM

Monday 4th November
Village Hall, 7pm

ALL WELCOME

ISLE OF ARRAN HOSPITAL 
SUPPORTERS’ LEAGUE

Annual General Meeting
Auchencrannog, Whiting Bay,

7pm, Thursday 7th November, 2019.

Arran Community Land Initiative

Annual General Meeting

Whiting Bay Village Hall
Tuesday 12th November 2019 

7.30pm
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DEATHS 

CHURCH NOTICES 

Nicola makes history at Ascot
Arran jockey Nicola Currie 
made history at Ascot on 
Saturday.

�e 24-year-old become the 
�rst female to ride in Europe’s 
richest mile race, �e Queen 
Elizabeth II Stakes, at the 
Qipco British Champions 
Day.

She rode Raising Sand, a 
66-1 outsider, but still man-
aged a very respectable ninth 
place in the 16-strong �eld of 
the group one race, which had 
prize money of £1.1 million 
up for grabs.

Ahead of the race, Nicola, 
who was born and brought up 
on Arran, told �e Scotsman: 
‘It’s very exciting. I actually 
wasn’t aware until this morn-
ing that I would be the �rst 
female to ride in the Queen 
Elizabeth II Stakes.

‘It’s great to achieve a goal 
that other people haven’t 
done. To be the �rst female to 
ride in this race is quite a big 
thing.’

It does seem surprising 
that in the year 2019 such an 
anomaly existed but Nicola 
does not believe it is a result 
of lingering male dominance 
in racing.

‘I honestly don’t think we 
do get treated di�erently. It’s 
still probably slightly tougher 

as a female coming in because 
you have more to prove. But 
once you’ve proved yourself 
to trainers and fellow male 
jockeys that you are mentally 
and physically as tough, then 
we’re all on a level playing 
�eld,’ she added.

‘I know there is a lot of talk 
about changing things for 
us women in the weighing 
room but I wouldn’t be one 
to scream out for that because 
I think the industry we’ve 
come into is adapting.

‘We can’t argue the fact 
that we’re not getting rides, 
because we are.

‘You have to expect it to be 
a little tougher at �rst but, 
at the end of the day, if you 
expect to be treated the same 
on the track then you have to 
expect to be treated the same 
in the weighing room.’

Nicola, who is now based 
in Lambourn, added: ‘I want 
to have a long and successful 
career.

‘I don’t want to ride just 
to make a living, I want to 
achieve things as a female 
jockey that haven’t been done 
yet.

‘I want to keep getting 
better and keep riding in 
better  quality races and for 
better trainers.’Nicola Currie.

Lamlash Golf Club
�ursday October 17, back 
nine medal. 1 Derek Harrison 
44-11.5=32.5, 2 Alan Smith 
40-6.5=33.5. Best scratch 
Alan Smith 40.

Sunday October 20, 
Glenburn Cup. 1 Alan Smith 
80-13=67, 2 Martin Wallbank 
81-13=69. Best scratch Alan 
Smith 80. Magic two Alan 
Smith @16th.

Fixtures: Sunday October 
27, Winter Stableford, 9.30am 
and 12noon starts. �ursday 
October 31, Yellow Medal, 
draw at 11am.

Cup, arrange own games and 
tee o� times.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday October 22, Winter 
Cup, 1 Alex Morrison-Gowan 
64, 2 John Pennycott 65, 3 
Alastair MacDonald 69.

Fixtures: Saturday October 
26, Eddie Rankin Cup, Corrie 
v Machrie Bay  to be played at 
Corrie tee o� 1pm for a 1pm 
shotgun start. Tuesday October 
29,  Winter Cup, tee o� noon.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday October 20, gents’ 
12-hole medal. 1 Ross Traill 
50-11=39, 2 and scratch, BIH, 
Alan Stewart 47-6=41, 3 Billy 
Paton 47-4=43.

Lochranza Castle Golf 
Club
Fixture: Sunday October 27, 
�e Alistair McVicar Memorial 
Trophy at Lochranza Golf 
Course.
 A ballot will be held at 1pm 
with a shotgun start. Open to 
all Arran golfers. £10 entry plus 
sweep.

Arran Golfers’ 
Association
Fixture: Sunday November 3, 
Winter League Duncan Trophy 
at Brodick Golf Club, 10am 
shotgun start.
 Brodick v Lamlash, Corrie 
v Machrie Bay, Whiting Bay 
v Shiskine. Could all golfers 
arrive in plenty of time please, 
go to allocated tees and wait 
till 10am and a clear fairway 
ahead.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister:
Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 
following times to which all 
are invited.
Sunday 27th October
(End of British Summertime)
Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches together,  10.15 
am. Morning Worship at 
Lochranza Church.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship including 
the Sacrament of Baptism.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
�ere will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 
at 1.30pm.
Tuesday 29th October
Corrie Church Harvest 
Supper at 7pm for 7.30pm.
Ticket - £7.50. Contact Ann 
Pringle 810210 if going.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 27th October
Worship will be conducted 
by the minister, Rev 
Elizabeth Watson, at 
10.30am. Everyone most 
welcome. Tea and co�ee will 
be served in the transept 
immediately a�er the service; 
please stay and enjoy more 
fellowship.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 27th October
19th Sunday a�er Trinity
Sung Eucharist at 11am
Revd Adrian Fallows
Co�ee a�er service

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 27th October
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, 
Glen Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with 
Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 27th October
Rev Dr Ian MacLeod
Kilmory at 10 am
Lamlash at 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 27th October
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le� of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820223
Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 27th October
Service at 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co�ee a�er the 
service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.
Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 27th October
Shiskine at 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick at 6pm 
Services will be taken by 
Robert Dale
All welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Sunday 27th October
Sunday Morning Mass at 
11am

LAWSON – Joe
Peacefully at Arran War 
Memorial Hospital on 
Wednesday, 16th October 
2019 a�er an illness bravely 
borne. Beloved husband of 
the late Doreen and much 
loved father, father-in-law 
and lil grandad. Funeral 
service at Holmsford Bridge 
Crematorium, Dreghorn on 
Wednesday, 30th October 
at 10:30am  to which all are 
welcome. Family �owers only 
please, donations if desired to 
ArCaS .

TAIT -  Fiona Mary
Peacefully a�er a short 
illness on October 22nd 
2019 at Marie Curie Hospice 
Edinburgh, Fiona, beloved 
wife of the late Iain and much 
loved mum, granny and 
great-granny. In accordance 
with her wishes there will be 
a simple service at William 
Purves, Oakvale Funeral 
Home, 106 Whitehouse 
Loan, Edinburgh, EH9 1BD 
on Wednesday October 30th 
at 2.00pm, to which family 
and close friends are invited. 
Family �owers only please.

WHITESIDE -
 Ina ( McIntosh )
Peacefully at Arran War 
Memorial Hospital, on 
Monday 14th October 2019. 
Ina, aged 88 years, beloved 
wife of the late Bobby, mother 
of Gillian and loving gran to 
Craig and Jennifer. Funeral 
service at St Molios Church, 
Shiskine on Monday 28th 
October at 11:30am and 
therea�er to Clachan ceme-
tery to which all are welcome. 
Family �owers only please.

DEATHS Corrie Golf Club
Saturday October 19, Medal. 
1 R McLean 71-13=58, 2 A 
Napier 70-10=60 and scratch. 
Magic twos D Logan, A Napier 
and G Andrew.

Monday October 21, Monday 
Cup. 1 A McDonald 71-12=59, 
2 L Hartley 72-11=61. Magic 
two L Hartley.

Fixtures: Saturday October 
26, �e Eddie Rankin 
Memorial, ballot at 1pm for a 
shotgun start. Monday October 
28, Monday Cup, ballot at 
noon.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday October 20, �e Aitken 
Rosebowl Foursomes. Finally! 
A�er umpteen weather post-
ponements, players managed 
to play ‘�e Aitken’ and what 
a morning they got for it – 
wall-to-wall sunshine and the 
course playing beautifully for 
the four pairs that competed. 
1 John Pennycott and David 
Brookens 13, 65, 2 Andrew 
Martin and Neil Lucas 13.5, 
67.5, 3 Jamie Macpherson and 
Stan Rainey 7.5, 68.5.

Fixtures: Sunday October 27, 
Yellow Tees Stableford. One 
draw at 10am.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday October 20, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 19 played, CSS 
35pts. Derek Robertson 17, 
41pts, Bill Donaldson 15, 36pts, 
Chris Pattenden 15, 35pts.

Fixtures: Sunday October 27, 
Winter Cup Stableford, 9am/
noon. Note time changes. 
Saturday November 2, Saturday 

DEATHS 

FAWLEY
Peacefully at Forth Valley 
Royal Hospital, on Friday 
18th October 2019, Ian aged 
73 years. Beloved husband 
of Joyce. Dearly loved dad of 
Martin & Gillian. Cherished 
& devoted grandad of Darryl, 
Nathan, Jordan, Shannon & 
Oliver. A dearly loved great 
grandad and uncle, who 
will be sadly missed by all 
the family. Funeral service 
takes place on �ursday 31st 
October 2019 at 3.15 pm at 
Falkirk Crematorium, to 
which all who knew Ian are 
respectfully invited to attend. 
Family �owers only please, 
however there will be an 
opportunity to make a dona-
tion at the conclusion of the 
service in aid of the British 
Heart Foundation



�e Arran Banner
Saturday 26 October 2019 SPORT  23

Emergency services crews 
show their determination

The hospital nurses show their determination. 

�e inaugural Emergency Services Regatta for the Dr Angus 
Campbell Quaich proved a huge sunshine success on Sunday. 
Here are some great action shots from the event by photogra-
pher Dave Ingham, who was in the safety boat. See full story on 
the centre spread.

The Coastguard crew in battling spirit.

Concentration of the faces of the Arran medical group team. 

The lifeboat team who were runners-up. The police team can still smile at end of the race. 

The second �re brigade crew in action. 

The winning mountain rescue crew. The second RNLI crew in action. 
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Eastend Star  1
Isle of Arran 8

West of Scotland Cup

Arran march on in cup 
after win in Glasgow
Arran AFC enjoyed another 
convincing victory with a 8-1 
win against Eastend Star in 
the third round of the West of 
Scotland Cup held at Stepford 
Football Centre in Glasgow 
last Sunday.

� e top scorers were Ryan 
Armstrong and Johnny Sloss 
who both scored a brace, 
while Donny Park, Archie 
McNicol, Grant Adamson 
and Joel Small each scored 
for the Arran visitors. Sean 
Higgins was man of the 

Sean Higgins was nominated as man of the match for his 
performance throughout the game. 

match. A spokesman from 
the club said: ‘ We would just 
like to say a special thanks 
to those who turned up to 
support the Arran boys away 
from home today.

‘Your support was hugely 
encouraging and very much 
appreciated by all the team.’

� e next � xture for Arran 
will be the � rst round of the 
Go Vending Cup which will 
take place tomorrow (Sunday) 
at the Kilwinning Sports Club 
when Arran faces Glencairn 
on the 4G pitch with a 1pm 
kick o� . 

Photographs: Tam Borland

Johnny Sloss bears down on the Eastend Star keeper to 
score his � rst of two goals in the game. 

Ryan Armstrong outwits the keeper to land the ball in the corner of the net. 

Joel Small drives the ball into the net with the Eastend 
keeper powerless to prevent it. 


