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Joy as south end gets 
mobile signal boost
Residents at the south end are 
celebrating getting one of the 
best mobile signals on Arran 
in what was one of worst 
phone coverage blackspots.

� e O2 signal from the 
Shannochie mast has been 
connected in the past few 
days, giving a strong 4G 
mobile signal, and when 
the Home O�  ce equipment 
installed is up and running 
it will also signi� cantly 
improve the communication 
of emergency services in the 
area.

Arran Community Council 
chairman Bill Calderwood 
said: ‘� e community coun-
cil are pleased to note the 
introduction of 4G mobile 
coverage under a community 
ownership scheme which 
will provide service and a 
small income to the Kilmory 
community.

‘It has taken a lot of work 
from many groups to 
bring these services to the 
community but we thank 
everyone for their assistance 
and co-operation over the 

Jennifer Wales and Julia le Masurier served up a treat at the McKelvie Road sheltered housing complex in Lamlash 
when they hosted the event as part of the World’s Biggest Co� ee Morning last Friday on behalf of Macmillan 
Cancer Support. Full story on pages six and seven. 

A tasty
charity
treat

time. It’s a good example of 
working together at all levels.’

Mobile users have taken to 
social media to express their 
delight at the new service 
from only the second 4G mast 
on the island, which is sited 
2km east of Kilmory. � e 
other is in Brodick.

One long-time resident 
posted: ‘You would not 
believe how much this means 
I’ve been in Kilmory for 14 
years and now get a signal in 
my house.’

Another added: ‘Full signal 
and 4G. I never thought I 
would see the day we would 
have high speed broadband 
and a 21st century mobile 
service at the south end. Well 
done to everybody involved.’

Kilmory Hall posted on 
its community noticeboard: 
‘� is will hopefully make life 
easier for our residents and 
for the vital services which 
have to reach us in times of 
need.’

� e initiative started back 
in 2015/16 when a working 
group was looking to improve 
the digital coverage and 
mobile services for the island 

New homes for sale Cairnhouse, BlackwaterfootJohn Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk    |     01770 600 242

HOUSE BUILDING | CONSTRUCTION | HAULAGE | AGGREGATES | PLANT HIRE

Call us for a competitive quote for: 
- Aggregates (incl. chips, stone, gravel & sand)
- Ready Mix Concrete
- Skip Hire
- Haulage & Operated Plant Hire
- Timber & Building Materials

Type 1 
Hardcore

Gabion & 
Armour Stone

Gravel / Pebbles

Angular Chips Clean Stone Large Cobbles

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 

www.auchrannie.co.uk

open daily for breakfast, lunch
& dinner, as well as snacks &
drinks throughout the day.
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and was initially led by Dr 
David Hogg and Samantha 
Payn with support from other 
community representatives.

�e community council 
has been involved since then 
working with government 
bodies such as Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise and 
the Scottish Futures Trust 
who facilitated a commu-
nity grant to establish a 
service under community 
ownership.

Kilmory Hall committee 
agreed to participate and 
with a willing land owner 
providing ‘pepper-corn’ 
rental to allow the mast and 
infrastructure to be erected, 
this was progressed by the 
small steering group. �e ar-
rangements will also provide 
an income to the community 
as more operators connect.

Following extensive form 
�lling and legal negotiations, 
the funding was granted 
and the mast erected in 
September 2017 and, with 
the support from Arran MSP 
Kenneth Gibson and MP 
Patricia Gibson, the various 
service providers have 

Mobile signal boost 
for island’s south end

The Shannochie mast now 
providing 4G cover to the 
south end. 01_B40mast01

been lobbied to supply the 
transmitting equipment and 
capacity.

Scottish and Southern 
Energy’s local team have 
also helped in extending the 
power supply to the site and 

SFT’s technical team has 
now worked with the service 
providers to establish a much 
welcomed mobile coverage 
for the locality which will all 
be under the management of 
the Kilmory Hall committee.

�e Home O�ce is also 
planning to use the mast 
and negotiations/pressure 
continues to encourage other 
service providers to expand 
the coverage and range of 
services available to the 
residents.

Mr Calderwood added: 
‘�is has taken a long time to 
deliver but the learning and 
experience will be of use for 
other communities who may 
look to install similar systems 
should funding be made 
available.

‘�e community council 
have been involved through-
out the programme and are 
very pleased to have played 
a part in delivering a much 
needed service.

‘Many thanks to everyone 
for their perseverance 
and commitment to the 
completion of this innovate 
solution to provide services to 
communities.’

Joint Warrior exercise set 
to get under way off Arran 
More than 3,700 military 
personnel, 52 aircra�, 15 war-
ships and three submarines 
from 14 countries will, over 
the next two weeks, join in 
a military exercise known as 
Exercise Joint Warrior.

Starting tomorrow (Sunday) 
until �ursday October 17, 
the twice yearly international 
exercise will allow the UK’s 
armed forces and their allies 
to practice joint operations, 
integrating this to train them 
against di�erent forces and 
units and against a range of 
current and future threats.

Residents on Arran and 
the areas surrounding the 
Firth of Clyde have already 
witnessed a number of UK 
and international vessels at 
sea as they make their way 
to HM Naval Base Clyde, 
Glasgow’s King George V 
dock and Greenock ahead of 
the exercise.

Although run by the UK, 

Joint Warrior is closely 
aligned to NATO training 
aims and is included in the 
NATO exercise programme. 
�e exercise will be con-
trolled and directed from the 
Maritime Operations Centre 
at Scotland’s largest military 
establishment, HM Naval 
Base Clyde, with a range of 
air, surface, sub-surface, sea 
control and maritime secu-
rity roles being rehearsed o� 
the West Coast of Scotland.

Air units will coordinate 
with maritime and land 
forces, exercising intelligence, 
surveillance and reconnais-
sance (ISR), air defence, air 
mobility and attack. Aircra� 
will operate from RAF 
Lossiemouth, Prestwick and 
Stornoway airports as well 
as from RAF Leeming, RAF 
Coningsby, RAF Cranwell, 
RAF Mildenhall, RAF 
Marham and RAF Brize 
Norton.

Land activity will focus on 
integrating with close air 
support at the Cape Wrath 

naval bombardment range 
and the RAF bombing range 
at Tain, supported by the 

RAF Spadeadam Electronic 
Warfare Training Range in 
Cumbria.

�ere are 12 NATO nations 
participating in Exercise Joint 
Warrior: Belgium, Canada, 
Denmark, France, Germany, 
Latvia, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Spain, Turkey, the 
UK and the US. �e non-NA-
TO nations taking part are 
Japan and the United Arab 
Emirates.

Together these allies and 
partner nations will deploy 
3,700 armed forces personnel, 
splitting into two opposing 
task forces, starting in the 
Scottish exercise areas – water 
and airspace generally to the 
west of Scotland, particularly 
�e Minches.

Exercise Joint Warrior has 
been designed, planned and 
delivered by the Joint Tactical 
Exercise Planning Sta� 
(JTEPS) based at Northwood 
in London who will deploy 
to HM Naval Base Clyde to 
coordinate events during the 
fortnight.

Both land, sea, air and sub-surface activities will take place during the two weeks of 
Exercise Joint Warrior. 
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Dogs walk the walk to 
help Cats Protection

Walkers make their way along Fisherman’s Walk. 

Around 30 dogs and their 
owners took part in a nine 
mile challenge in aid of 
the Arran branch of Cats 
Protection, writes Colin 
Smeeton.

Organised by the walking 
group � e Bay Kitty Strollers, 
in conjunction with Bay 
Pet Care, the challenge is a 
national fundraising event 
which organisations and 
individuals can complete to 
raise money for their local 
branch of Cats Protection.

� e strollers group was 
organised by Pauline Reid-
Adamson following a meet-
ing she had with the Isle of 
Arran Cats Protection branch 
coordinator Linda Hartley at 
the beginning of the year. 

Pauline said: ‘I formed � e 
Bay Kitty Strollers for people 
that wanted company while 
walking and I would o� en 
meet Julie Yeomans of Bay Pet 
Care while I was out. I wanted 
to do it because Linda had 
been so good with advising 
me on my two cats. Julia and 
I see how hard the branch 
works and we wanted to help 
in any way that we could.’

Over the past year Pauline 
has organised regular walks 
to prepare for the challenge. 
However, she thought that 

Walkers prepare to set o�  on the treasure trail. 

The Bay Kitty Strollers at the start of walk outside the Co-op.

Organiser Pauline Reid-
Adamson and her husband 
Charlie Adamson dressed 
for the occasion. 

such a challenge might ex-
clude many people and came 
up with idea of including a 
treasure hunt portion that 
would be accessible for people 
of all abilities.

A total of 18 Arran busi-
nesses supported the initia-
tive and donated ra�  e prizes 
for people buying tickets 
and those taking part in the 
walks. A JustGiving page was 

set up and along with dona-
tions the total raised came to 
a splendid £1,260.

� e challenge took place in 
lovely sunny weather, with 
walkers setting of from the 
Co-op in Brodick. � ey then 
took in Glen Rosa and � nished 
at Cladach where they were 
joined, a� er a brief respite 
for some well-earned lunch, 
by more walkers of all abil-
ities. � ey then le�  Cladach 
heading for Fisherman’s walk 
and Brodick bay before � nally 
ending the walk at the pier 
� sh and chip shop, Hooked 
and Crooked, where they 
were all given a portion of 
chips, sponsored by the shop.

Linda Hartley said: ‘It was 
a fantastic fundraising event 
in which Pauline has gone the 
extra mile, not just in holding 
such an event, but I have 
watched and worked with her 
during the year and have seen 
her tireless e� orts to raise 
sponsorship while organising 
and preparing for the event.

‘� e branch is truly grateful 
for what Pauline has done 
and for all the donations 
made both by individuals 
and sponsors. � eir help will 
go a long way in helping this 
branch and thus the cats on 
Arran. � ank you!’

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
CLOSED from midday Saturday 5th October

RE-OPEN 8.30am Monday 14th October
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Action group see first encouraging signs 
of progress
At the invitation of the Arran Ferry Action Group, CalMac’s managing 
director Robbie Drummond and group communications director Stuart 
Wilson travelled to the island last month to meet committee members. 
Over two and a half hours they challenged them with numerous concerns 
raised by the group’s 1,145 supporters. Here secretary Chris Attkins gives 
a summary of points that were agreed.

Reliability and 
resilience
Top priority being improving 
reliability and resilience, 
we asked why Gourock was 
no longer used as a port of 
refuge for our ferries. Robbie 
pointed to the number of sail-
ings now scheduled, which 
meant that lengthy diversions 
caused greater disruption 
to the timetable. However, 
he assured us that Gourock 
would be considered for 
lengthy periods of disruption 
at Ardrossan and promised 
to send us the Masters’ 
decision-making paper out-
lining the procedure now in 
place, together with further 
details of the issues relating 
to Gourock. He also gave an 
undertaking to publish on the 
CalMac website the reasons 
for not sailing to Gourock.

Robbie Drummond said he 
had been criticised for being 
very vocal in calling for long-
term strategies for vessels and 
ports, as were implemented in 
other countries, particularly 
Scandinavia. CalMac’s vessels 
have each been designed on a 
bespoke basis, on short-term 
decisions to address local 

needs. He thought it essential 
to have a longer-term strate-
gy, with standardised vessels 
then being ordered to ful�l 
network needs. Investment 
was also urgently needed 
in ports, many having been 
adapted from �shing ports 
constructed in the 1960s 
which no longer adequately 
serve the needs of the CalMac 
�eet. He was adamant that 
a 30, 40, or even a 50-year 
strategy was now required. A 
new ferries plan was now be-
ing drawn up by the Scottish 
Government, along with a 
strategic transport plan look-
ing at all networks.

Stuart Wilson suggested 
that government tended to 
respond to potential crises, 
but expressed the hope that a 
more forward-thinking strat-
egy could be adopted. He said 
that CalMac was engaging 
as much as possible within 
the terms of its contract, but 

encouraged the action group 
to lend its weight to that 
approach.

Pointing out that to date 
we had been refused access 
to information about the 
planned redevelopment of 
Ardrossan harbour, Sam 
Bourne asked how CalMac 
intended to operate during 
this period. Mr Drummond 
explained that CalMac had 
consistently asked for plans of 
the works schedule in order to 
plan their operations around 
the disruption. At some 
point it was anticipated this 
would become unsafe, when 
the ferry would make use of 
Troon on a temporary basis 
until the substantial works at 
Ardrossan were completed.

Sam explained our inten-
tion to invite the Ardrossan 
Taskforce to present their 
plans to the people of Arran, 
when it was suggested that 
CalMac might invite one of 

their Masters to reassure the 
public following their expe-
rience on the simulator. Mr 
Drummond agreed to this.

Brodick 
connectivity
�inking of tourists travelling 
to Arran as foot passengers, 
John Ford highlighted the 
need for signs at Ardrossan to 
alert them to the time it would 
take them to disembark and 
connect with onward trans-
port. Better signs to the li�s 
was also required at Brodick. 
Chris Attkins mentioned 
that it would be very helpful 
for all involved if passengers 
who needed assistance from 
CalMac sta� upon arrival at 
Brodick were able to ask for 
this in advance at Ardrossan. 
�ese points were duly noted.

Robert Cumming, a retired 
doctor, said that not with-
standing the length people 
had to walk, the less-able 
were further challenged by 
the inclines, which might 
look minimal, but were 
nevertheless an additional 
stress, especially if they were 
hurrying to catch a bus.

Mr Drummond explained 
that CalMac employed some-
one to look at timetable in-
tegration and volunteered to 
investigate the possibility of 
adjusting times to ameliorate 
these di�culties. With capac-
ity constraints due to vehicles 

rather than foot passengers, 
he was keen to encourage 
people to rely on public trans-
port and was reassured that 
Arran residents would greatly 
appreciate any adjustments to 
improve connectivity.

Ardrossan ferry 
terminal
Sally Campbell expressed 
widespread public concern 
that mistakes made with 
the Brodick ferry terminal 
would simply be repeated 
at Ardrossan, due in part to 
replicating the same basic 
building design, with its 
two-storey construction. 
Chris suggested that where-
as the cost of changing 
the single-�le access pod 
might now be prohibitive 
at Brodick, at Ardrossan a 
wider unit could be speci�ed 
without signi�cant penalty. 
Both Mr Drummond and 
Stuart Wilson encouraged 
the Action Group to make 
representations to those 
responsible, demanding that 
foot passengers be properly 
catered for.

Concession 
ticketing and 
capacity
Following up previous 
correspondence with Mr 
Drummond, which he felt 
had been misunderstood, 

John Ford presented a simple 
procedure to enable the 
pre-purchase of concession 
tickets at the time of booking 
a vehicle that would enable 
their validity to be audited to 
the satisfaction of SPT. Robbie 
agreed to give this matter 
further consideration ahead 
of the eventual introduction 
of a new ticketing system in 
18 months’ time, which has 
�nally been authorised.

Lochranza/
Claonaig
Mr Drummond con�rmed 
that this service was tidally 
restricted. Robert and John 

The Arran Ferry Action committee met the CalMac repre-
sentatives in the sun lounge of the Auchrannie. Left to right: 
Robert Cumming, Sam Bourne, John Ford, Stuart Wilson and 
Robbie Drummond of CalMac and Sally Campbell. 
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Action group see fi rst encouraging signs 
of progress

explained that they had been 
trying for several years to get 
a limited winter service, but 
had been told this would not 
be safe because of the weather. 
However, this was con-
tradicted by the service 
running when the Brodick 
ferry was unable to sail. � ey 
highlighted this as a viable 
escape route to the mainland. 
Mr Drummond agreed to 
look into the reasons why 
this had been refused. He 
explained there was a formal 
timetable consultation pro-
cess, enabling communities 
to request speci� c changes 
that were then considered. 
Sally mentioned that an 

increasing number of people 
were keen to participate in 
events up the West Coast 
over the winter, boosting the 
economic case for additional 
sailings from Lochranza. Mr 
Drummond o� ered to help 
articulate the case for this 
provision.

Brodick terminal 
handrail
Chris reported to Mr 
Drummond and Mr Wilson 
that seven people had told the 
Arran Ferry Action Group 
they had either fallen them-
selves, or witnessed someone 
else falling down the stairs in 

the Brodick terminal. He ex-
pressed the group’s concern 
that if nothing was done, it 
was inevitable that eventually 
somebody would be seriously 
injured, and he handed over 
a collation of more than 50 
comments from passengers 
echoing this.

Mr Drummond was very 
sympathetic to this proposal, 
but having previously been 
told that a central rail would 
breach health and safety, he 
would seek written con� rma-
tion from CMAL prior to us 
challenging this decision.

A full summary of the 
meeting is on our website 
www.arranferries.scot

There is concern that the new Ardrossan ferry 
terminal is of a two-storey design like Brodick. 

Ferguson shipyard
to be nationalised
� e Scottish Government has 
begun legal discussion with 
administrators to conclude 
the process of taking the 
Ferguson Marine shipyard 
into public ownership, 
allowing work to � nally be 
completed on the new Arran 
ferry.

Finance Secretary Derek 
Mackay is expected to visit 
the Port Glasgow yard on 
Monday to address the 
300-strong workforce who 
have faced increasing uncer-
tainty in recent weeks.

Ministers have been op-
erating the shipyard, where 
the MV Glen Sannox lies 
un� nished, under a joint deal 
with administrators since the 
end of August while a buyer 
for the yard was being sought.

Following a sale of business 
process, administrators have 
concluded that three indic-
ative o� ers for the business 
received from commercial 
parties are either not capable 
of being executed or do not 
represent a better outcome 
for creditors than a sale of 
the business to the Scottish 
Government.

Administrators are now 
in discussion with Scottish 
ministers to agree � nal terms 
of a sale and expect this to be 
executed within the next four 
weeks.

Mr Mackay said on 
Wednesday: ‘We have always 
been clear that we want to 
complete the vessels, secure 
jobs and give the yard a future. 

Administrators have con-
cluded that despite other bids 
being submitted for the yard, 
the Scottish Government’s of-
fer presents the best outcome 
for creditors.

‘We are working with the 
administrators to bring the 
yard into public ownership. 

‘I will be there on Monday 
to meet with the excellent 
workforce and reiterate the 
Scottish Government’s com-
mitment to achieving the best 
possible outcome for the yard 
and its employees.

‘While there is still more 
to be done, our actions have 
ensured that there will be a 
future for Fergusons.’

Nearly £50 million of 
taxpayer loans to Ferguson 
Marine have been written o� .

Ferguson went into admin-
istration following a dispute 
with Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd – which buys and 
leases CalMac ships on behalf 
of the Scottish Government – 

over the construction of two 
£97 million ferries, one for 
Arran and the other for the 
Uig Triangle.

� e MV Glen Sannox is said 
to 75 per cent � nished but still 
needs around nine months of 
work to be completed – and 
that is before any sea trials 
could start.

CMAL bosses have this 
week hit back at one of 
Scotland’s leading business-
men, Jim McColl, saying 
that his team was ‘hopelessly 
out of its depth’ at the Clyde 
shipyard.

Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd was responding to 
claims from entrepreneur Mr 
McColl that the organisation 
had been partly to blame for 
the collapse of the Ferguson 
site at Port Glasgow.

� ere have been opposition 
MSP calls for an inquiry 
into the funding of Ferguson 
shipyard and the � asco over 
the CalMac ferries contract.

Finance Secretary Derek Mackay.
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Arran support for World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning

Visitors pack the seating area at the McKelvie Road Retirement Housing complex to 
enjoy co� ee, tea and home baking. 01_B40macmillan03

A number of Arran organi-
sations and individuals have 
joined thousands across 
the world taking part in 
the World’s Biggest Co� ee 
Morning in aid of Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

Taking place last Friday, 
the World’s Biggest Co� ee 
Morning started in 1990 and 
since then has raised in excess 
of £200 million for the cancer 
charity.

Starting in Lamlash, Julia le 
Masurier and a small team of 
volunteers served up a feast 
of home baking and special 

treats at the McKelvie Road 
sheltered housing complex as 
part of their fundraising. Not 
only arranging a successful 
co� ee morning, which at one 
stage le�  only standing room, 
the group also organised a 
ra�  e with prizes donated 
by the Douglas Hotel, PHT, 
Dri�  Inn, Lamlash Bay Hotel, 
Arran Active, Inspirations 
of Arran and � e Old Pier 
Cafe. � e event alone raised 
an impressive £703.16 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

In Whiting Bay, at � e 
Shore, the restaurant teamed 
up with Cra� s and Company 
to o� er visitors a cra� ing 
morning along with their tea 
and cake, with proceeds go-
ing to Macmillan. In addition 

to this, Cra� s and Company 
held a further fundraiser 
on Sunday at Orca Kra� s in 
Brodick where visitors could 
enjoy supporting the charity 
while taking part in a number 
of cra� ing activities. � ese 
two events helped to raise in 
excess of £300 for Macmillan.

Also in Whiting Bay, 
residents and visitors at 
Cooriedoon care home 
hosted a Macmillan co� ee 
morning while also launch-
ing a choir initiative for the 
elderly. Residents and organ-
isers Michael Gettings and 
Jill McKillop sang familiar 
songs, many requested by the 
residents themselves, with 
Andrew Dickie providing the 
piano accompaniment.

Alice Maxwell of Alice’s Wonderland B&B ran the ra�  e at the Lamlash Macmillan co� ee 
morning. 01_B40macmillan02

Jill McKillop leads the singing while residents and visitors enjoy their afternoon tea at 
Cooriedoon. 01_B40macmillan07

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE
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MP hits out as ATMs start 
to charge for cash
Arran MP Patricia Gibson 
has hit out a� er one of the 
country’s largest automatic 
teller machine (ATM) suppli-
ers’ decision to start charging 
for cash.

NoteMachine Ltd said its 
hand had been forced by 
the UK Government a� er it 
announced 3,000 of its 7,000 
cash machines would become 
pay-to-use in the near future.

Chief executive Peter 
McNamara blamed UK 
Government cuts to the Link 
interchange fee. He said: ‘� is 
is not a decision we wanted to 
make, but a� er two and a half 
years of warning government 
about the consequences of 
Link interchange fee cuts, 
the decision to convert 
3,000 of our ATMs is now 
unavoidable.

‘Our strategy has always 
been “free to use” but changes 
to the way the ATM network 
is funded since July 2018 
meant operating “free to use” 
machines is now economic-
ally unviable.’

Rival ATM machine oper-
ator Cardtronics said it will 

convert another 1,000 of its 
ATMs as it ‘had been forced 
into charging a fee for cash 
withdrawals on some of our 
machines where Link’s cuts 
have le�  us with no choice’.

� ere were 52,000 free cash 
machines in the UK at the 
start of the year and 1,700 of 
these began charging from 
January to March alone, from 
50p to £1.99 per withdrawal.

Mrs Gibson, who is the SNP  
consumer a� airs spokes-
woman, slammed the deci-
sion of the UK Government. 
She said: ‘� is will come as 
a shock, not just to retailers, 
shop owners and customers 
across the country but to 
the poorest, rural and island 
communities which rely the 
most on free cash access.

‘Customers have a triple- 
whammy; with fewer and 
fewer high street banks and 
ATMs closing at a rate of over 
a hundred a month, while 
those that remain are now 
more likely to charge.

‘It is in rural and island 
Scotland that we have seen 
the biggest reduction in cash 

machines. Applying a charge 
creates a barrier and another 
disincentive to stop and shop 
locally.

‘I will press UK ministers 
to ensure people across the 
country still have access to 
cash.’

� e fees, which fund the 
free-to-use ATM network, 
have reduced over the past 
two years from 25p to 20p per 
withdrawal.

North Ayrshire and Arran 
MP Patricia Gibson.

Jill McKillop joins with a Cooriedoon resident to sing one of her favourite songs. 
01_B40macmillan04

Cooriedoon residents � ll the dining hall and join in with the singing. 01_B40macmillan05

A small selection of some of the tea, co� ee and baked goods that Cooriedoon residents 
enjoyed with their afternoon singing. 01_B40macmillan06

Book Online at:

www.arranadventure.co.uk

Auchrannie Resort
Brodick
01770 303349

daily from 10am

Try your hand at
a range of activities

including mountain biking,
archery, gorge walking & Segways. 

Activities are available throughout the year,
with some activities open to children as young as 6.

Our friendly instructors are here to help you 
try something new today.
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

Thought for the week

Digital age

HAVEYOURSAY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.ukCONTACTUS

email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142

Animal welfare
Sir,
I’m involved with the Arran Group 
of the SSPCA and recently I was 
approached by someone who was se-
riously concerned about the welfare 
of a neighbour’s dog, which he knew 
was never walked. He contacted the 
SSPCA on the mainland who sent an 
inspector over who reported that, in 
the legal de� nition of the term, this 
dog was not neglected and therefore 
he could take no action. He agreed 
though that, the dog was not having 
the best welfare if it wasn’t being 
walked.

I asked the SSPCA if they could 
provide me with a de� nition of dog 
cruelty and what constitutes good 
care. Here is their advice:

‘� e Scottish SPCA enforces 
the Animal Health and Welfare 
(Scotland) Act 2006 and makes sure 
that the � ve animal welfare needs are 
met. � ese are the need for a suitable 
environment and diet, the ability 
to exhibit natural behaviours, to be 
protected from su� ering, injury and 
disease and being housed with, or 
apart, from other animals.

‘If anyone is not meeting the � ve 
basic needs or is breaking animal 
welfare law, we will intervene.

‘We investigate all reports made to 
our con� dential animal helpline. In 
2018, we received more than 202,000 
calls and responded to more than 
90,000 incidents.

‘While it can be upsetting to see 
a dog le�  alone for long periods of 
time, legally dogs are allowed to 
be le�  alone for up to 12 hours at a 
time, providing they have access to 
adequate food, water and shelter.

‘Similarly, it is not a legal require-
ment to walk dogs as long as they 
have access to an exercise area.

‘We would always recommend for 
dogs to be exercised outside as this 
is an important part of socialising, 
with humans and other canines. It 
also provides mental and physical 
stimulation which can stop a dog 
showing boredom through destruc-
tive behaviour. A dog’s sense of smell 
can be 100,000 times stronger than 
humans so allowing them outside 

will stimulate senses and keep their 
mind active.

‘If anyone is concerned an animal 
is su� ering due to not receiving any 
exercise, call our animal helpline on 
03000 999999.’

Yours,
Christine Drennan
Arran SSPCA

Crafting co-operation
Sir,
May we take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who supported us 
in our fundraising campaign for 
Macmillan Cancer Support.  � is 
year we held two cra� y events at 
two di� erent venues - � e Shore 
in Whiting Bay and Orca Kra� s in 
Brodick.

People came to create while enjoy-
ing tea and cake and helped raise 
money for this important charity.  
Between us we raised just over £300 
and we are hugely grateful for all the 
e� ort put in to make these events so 
enjoyable. It has been a joy to work 
with two new businesses for this 
campaign.  � ank you to everyone 
involved.

Yours,
Fiona Doubleday,
On behalf of Cra� s and Company.

Autism hours
Sir,
Shops, cafes and other businesses 
can be a sensory overload for many 
autistic people.

� ey can be crowded, unpredict-
able, loud, bright and can mean 
an extremely stressful experience 
– with sta�  and the public not 
knowing how to help.

Sadly, this means many of 
Scotland’s 58,000 autistic people 
� nd going to cafes and shops too 
stressful and they simply avoid 
them.

� ey close themselves o�  and their 
world shrinks - one of the reasons 
why two thirds of autistic people tell 
us that they feel socially isolated.

� at’s why National Autistic 
Society Scotland is promoting a week 
of Autism Hours from Saturday 

October 5 to Saturday October 12, 
where retailers and businesses can 
o� er a more autism-friendly service.

Small adjustments, like dimming 
lights, turning o�  music, setting 
aside a quiet space and making sure 
sta�  are extra aware of autistic cus-
tomers, goes a long way to making 
autistic people and their families 
feel more comfortable.

Since starting out in 2017, thou-
sands of businesses have participat-
ed and encouragingly many, such as 
Morrisons, � e Entertainer and an 
array of independent retailers, con-
tinue to hold regular Autism Hours.

More than 1,250 businesses and re-
tailers across Scotland have signed-
up to hold an Autism Hour this year 
and create an autism-friendly shop-
ping experience for their customers.

Autistic people and families can 
� nd out about Autism Hours hap-
pening near them by visiting our 
interactive map at www.autism.org.
uk/autismhour

Yours,
Nick Ward,
Director of National Autistic 

Society Scotland.

Compulsory 
micrcochipping
Sir,
Cats are much-loved pets, yet many 
readers may be surprised to learn 
they do not have the same level of 
protection as dogs when it comes to 
microchipping. While microchip-
ping is compulsory for dogs, there 
are no such laws for cats, which  
means many lost or injured cats are 
not able to be reunited with their 
owners. Being independent and cu-
rious, cats are more likely than dogs 
to roam and get lost far from home.

Cats Protection has launched a 
petition calling on the government 
to bring in laws to ensure that 
all owned cats across the UK are 
microchipped. Microchipping is 
a safe and permanent method of 
identi� cation, unlike collars which 
are prone to coming o� .

By ensuring all owned cats are 
microchipped, owners will have 

the peace of mind of knowing their 
cat has the best chance of being 
returned home should they become 
lost. In the sad event a cat has been 
killed on the roads, the details on 
their microchip can also ensure 
their owner can be informed.

We welcome Labour’s Animal 
Welfare Manifesto, stating its 
intention to expand mandatory 
microchipping for cats and the 
Government’s Animal Welfare 
Action plan committing to a consul-
tation on cat microchipping.

Cat lovers can show their support 
for compulsory micrcochipping of 
owned cats, and help more cats be re-
united with their owners, by signing 
Cats Protection’s petition at www.
cats.org.uk/microchippingpetition

Yours,
Jacqui Cu� ,
Head of advocacy and
government relations,
Cats Protection.

Unsung heroes
Sir,
On my recent visit to Arran I was 
pleasantly surprised to learn that 
public toilets on Arran are being 
maintained by community volun-
teers. Considering the amount of 
work involved, not to mention the 
expense, their dedicated work is a 
testament to the community spirit 
on Arran. Well done one and all.

On a side note, the new distillery 
at Lagg is a great asset to the island 
and comes highly recommended as 
a must-see activity while visiting 
that part of the island.

� ank you for a wonderful few 
days. 

We are already looking forward to 
our next visit.

Yours,
Mrs Bradbury,
Basildon.‘Trust in the Lord, and do good; 

so you will dwell in the land and 
enjoy security.’ Psalm 37:4

Arran has long been beset by 
problems with mobile phone 
coverage.

All round the island, and 
even on Goatfell, chances are 
� nding a mobile signal will 
be through luck rather than 
judgement. 

Even the commercial centre 
of Lamlash struggles to get a 
decent mobile signal.

But things are changing - 
albeit slowly - and it is great 
to see the south end leading 
the way with its new mast now 
delivering 4G. 

As well as being good for 
the people living there, it will 
also be a real boost to the 
emergency services and to 
the development of business 
and must be good news for 
the new Lagg Distillery close 
to, what was once, one of the 
worst coverage spots on the 
island.

It is also good to see that 
it has been a community 
initiative which has brought 
this together thanks to the 
sterling work of Arran Com-
munity Council, the Kilmory 
Hall committee, politicians 
and government and private 
agencies.

Kilmory Hall will also bene� t 
� nancially as more operators 
connect to the mast.

However, while this is a step 
forward, there is still much 
work to be done on the island 
if it is to be fully connected to 
the outside world in this digital 
age.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes 
happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a signi� cant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing editor@
arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your issue in a 
timeous, reasonable and amicable manner. 
However, if you are unsatis� ed with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which 
will investigate the matter, by emailing: 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

Our photograph of the week is a series of images taken in the hills high above Lochranza. The spectacular photographs, from Banner reader 
Val Gall, show a golden eagle chasing and attacking red deer. Val, who previously lived on Arran for 20 years and whose two daughters still 
live here, has only seen eagles hunting deer twice before and they were young deer, not adults. Val works in medical research in Dundee 
and describes wildlife photography as being her sanity from the rigours of work.
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Events aim to challenge poverty
In a decent and compassion-
ate society, it is not right that 
so many people are falling 
into the trap of poverty.

� rough no fault of their 
own, families are choosing 
between paying their rent 
or heating their homes, with 
parents going hungry to feed 
their children.

Loosening the grip of 
poverty in our communities 
and confronting the many 
untruths that exist is a crucial 
part of creating a fairer, more 
equal society – and all of 
us can play our part in the 
solutions.

Problem
Challenge Poverty Week, 

which runs from Monday 
October 7 to Sunday October 
13, is a national campaign 
run by the Poverty Alliance 
designed to highlight the 
growing problem of poverty 
in Scotland, challenge stereo-
types and showcase the solu-
tions we can all get behind to 
help solve it.

North Ayrshire Council 
will once again be getting 
involved with the campaign, 
with a number of events run-
ning throughout the week.

On Monday October 7, 
North Ayrshire Council 
leader Joe Cullinane will 
host a live Ask the Leader 
session, where he will answer 
your questions on poverty 

Market report
United Auctions in Stirling had a catalogue entry of 6,178 
store lambs and feeding sheep at their auction on Mon-
day September 30.

Leading prices were: TexX lambs – Armstrong, Whin £57, 
Bell, 13 Glen Road £50. Su� X lambs – McAlister, Sheddoch 
£60. ChevX lambs – Robertson, Cosyden £48. Cross lambs 
– McAlister, Ceither Gaoithe £54, Bell, 13 Glen Road £40. 
BF lambs – McAlister, Ceither Gaoithe £40, Sloss, Sannox 
£33.

related issues such as who to 
turn to for � nancial advice, 
employability hubs and how 
communities can make a 
di� erence.

� e session will be broad-
cast on North Ayrshire 
Council’s Twitter page, 
Facebook page and North 
Ayrshire Council’s Customer 
Services Facebook page from 
5.15pm to 6.30pm.

If you’d like to submit a 
question in advance, please 
email leader@north-ayrshire.
gov.uk.

Councillor Cullinane said: 
‘Challenge Poverty Week 
is something we take very 
seriously every year, as it 
gives us a great opportunity 
to shine a spotlight on some 
of the fantastic services and 
community groups making a 
real di� erence locally.

‘Everyone should be able to 
live a digni� ed life, and by 
turning compassion into ac-
tion we can all work towards 
a solution to the problem 
of poverty and its e� ects on 
North Ayrshire’s families.’

Council to police parking 
enforcement on Arran

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The council is to take over parking enforcement including the parking bays on Brodick 
shorefront. 01_B40parking01

Parking enforcement on 
Arran is to be transferred 
from the police to North 
Ayrshire Council.

But there is concern how 
this will be implemented 
with many believing Police 
Scotland are in the best posi-
tion on the island to monitor 
and enforce parking laws.

However, at last week’s full 
meeting of  North Ayrshire 
Council, it was agreed that 
the local authority will take 
over control of parking 
enforcement, although this 
will have to involve the hiring 
of parking attendants on the 
island.

� e discussion follows on 
from an earlier proposal 
which sought to introduce 
parking charges in various 
areas across North Ayrshire. 
However, theses proposals, 
which included Brodick, have 

now � nally been thrown out.
Local councillors Timothy 

Billings, Ellen McMaster and 
Ardrossan’s Tony Gurney 
made the case against intro-
ducing the parking charges 
and the audit and scrutiny 
committee agreed and 
returned the proposal to the 
council to reconsider.

Parking enforcement has 
until  now been the responsi-
bility of Police Scotland and 
on Arran this was mostly 
only undertaken in response 
to complaints or in instances 
of obstructive parking. � e 
decriminalisation of parking 
will return the powers to 
the local authority who have 
previously been powerless to 
enforce parking restrictions.

Councillor Billings said: 
‘Ellen and I are delighted that 
we won over the council on 
the parking charges, but we 
considered that the police 
should have kept control of 
enforcement as they travel 

across the island on a daily 
basis and have a very good 
overview of what happens 
on Arran. We think that 
council enforcement will not 
be as consistent as the police 

are able to be and there is a 
possibility that the level of 
enforcement will go down. 
Also, as the council will have 
control over parking issues, it 
means that the council could 

impose charges at some time 
in the future.

‘One bit of good to come out 
of this is that across North 
Ayrshire there will be con-
sideration to where changes 

in parking restrictions could 
be of bene� t – many are 
aware of the parking issues in 
Lamlash near to the Co-op. 
� is will be an opportunity to 
get a workable solution to the 
problematic T junction.’

As with many council deci-
sions, the process to institute 
a by-law is a bureaucratic pro-
cedure that can take months 
to implement. � e statutory 
process will now see North 
Ayrshire Council applying 
to the Scottish Government 
to take over the parking 
enforcement powers. � is 
can take around 18 months to 
complete and there will be a 
period of public consultation.

Arran Community Council 
discussed the move at its 
monthly meeting last week. 
A� erwards a spokesman said: 
‘We believe that police on 
Arran are best placed to carry 
out parking enforcement and 
that the status quo should be 
maintained.’

Luxury interiors... Scotland’s top 
artisans... Scottish Field’s own 

shooting suit... F1 superstar David 
Coulthard... Angus Macfadyen... 

Ten things to do before you die...

SPECIAL 
LUXURY 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

Biggest 
issue ever 
Over 380 

pages!
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by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Very busy 
month for 
Eco Savvy
There’s lots going on 
at Arran Eco Savvy this 
month.

Following a successful 
look at the future of travel 
and transport on Arran this 
week, e-bike trials by � rms 
across the island continue 
apace.

The food share scheme, 
which sees food at its sell-
by date distributed to all, 
has now been extended 
across the island, with the 
dates and venues in the 
calendar below. Similarly, 
energy advice is available 
on the dates shown.

Later in the month the 
big event is the pumpkin 
cooking party which is 
being held in Brodick on 
October 24. All parts of 
the pumpkin will be used 
with a range of di� erent 
recipes and methods of 
preparation used during 
the demonstration. Places 
are limited so anyone 
interested should book 
fast.
 See next week’s Banner 
for a full report from the 
travel and transport event.

New community 
champion awards
A new award scheme aimed 
at celebrating community 
champions on Arran and 
across all of North Ayrshire’s 
six localities has been an-
nounced by North Ayrshire 
Provost Ian Clarkson.

� e Provost Recognition 
Awards will take place in May 
2020 and will recognise in-
spiring and in� uential groups 
or individuals who have made 
a di� erence in their local 
communities.

� ese awards are a variation 
on the Provost’s Civic Pride 
Awards, which have been 
running for the last nine 
years and aim to get into the 
very heart of communities.

Nominations will open on 
Valentine’s Day 2020 and 
awards ceremonies will take 
place on Arran as well as in 
Irvine, Kilwinning, North 

Coast and Cumbrae, Garnock 
Valley and the � ree Towns 
next May.

Provost Clarkson said: ‘I 
am absolutely delighted to be 
launching the Recognition 
Awards. 

‘I have loved being involved 
in the Civic Pride Awards 
– they have been hugely 
successful. But I felt we 
needed to try and get right 
into our localities to � nd 
even more gems within our 
communities.

‘� e new format will see 
award events aligned with our 
locality partnerships which 
will see more local people 
rewarded for the excellent 
work they carry out.

‘� e partnerships will be 
involved in the shortleeting 
process and we hope lots 
of local people get involved 
and nominate the people or 
groups who make a di� erence 

to them, their families or just 
the community in general.’

� e award categories will 
be: community group of 
the year, citizen of the year, 
young citizen of the year and 
a special achievement award.

� e Provost Recognition 
Awards will take place on 
Saturday May 23, 2020, at 
Arran High School from 
11am to 1pm.

North Ayrshire Council 
Provost Ian Clarkson.

OCTOBER 2019 w h a t s  o n ?

9pm

Shiskine
9pm

Shiskine
9pm

Shiskine
9pm

Shiskine
9pm

Whiting Bay
9pm

Whiting Bay
9pm

Whiting Bay
9pm

WB

Brodick
8.15pm

Brodick
8.15pm

Brodick
8.15pm

Brodick
8.15pm

Brodick
8.15pm

Lamlash
9pm

Lamlash
9pm

Lamlash
9pm

Lamlash
9pm

Arran in 10 Years:
Travel + Transport 

Event
4-7pm: Brodick Hall

Whiting Bay
9pm

Brodick
8:15pm

=Food Share
=Energy Advice 

Drop In | 10am-3pm
@ Home Farm, Brodick

Mara, Corrie
8:30pm

Cut this calendar out
and stick up as a

reminder at home! 

=eBike Trials with
Arran Businesses 

BYOPumpkin
event

LIMITED SPACES

=BYOPumpkin event,
limited spaces. 

For booking email
ecosavvy.info@gmail.com

Are you 

an Arran road user?

Speak to over 10

organisations and have

your say! and trial our

eBike fleet including an 

eTrike! 

social 
media: 

A  pumpkin 

cooking party. Using

all parts of pumpkin

with a range of

different recipes and

methods! 
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Graduation day for
Argyll College students

The Arran graduates with Rothesay student Elaine Smith (far left).

More than 300 graduating 
students and guests, includ-
ing those from Arran, assem-
bled in the spectacular setting 
of the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls in Oban last Friday for 
Argyll College UHI’s annual 
graduation ceremony.

Among the graduates were 
part-time National 5 Gaelic 
students Janet Bray and Helen 

Guest speaker David Duke. 

Helen How and Janet Bray receive the SQA Principal’s Award from College principal 
Martin Jones. 

How, who both received the 
Principal Award for their 
outstanding exam perfor-
mance: both achieved upper 
As in their � nal exam, and 
were the overall top scoring 
students in the college this 
year, as reported last month 
in the Banner.

Guest speaker at the event 
was David Duke MBE, the 

founder and chief executive 
of Street Soccer Scotland, 
which is a non-pro� t social 
enterprise that uses football 
to help create positive change 
in the lives of socially disad-
vantaged adults and young 
people.

He is also global ambassa-
dor for the Homeless World 
Cup organisation.

More recently, David set 
up Change Centre Scotland, 
a social enterprise whose 
vision is aimed at tackling 
homelessness by a creating 

personal development and 
self management centres. He 
was awarded an MBE in the 
2018 New Year’s Honours 
List.

Inspirational
David gave an inspirational 

address, recounting his own 
story and the importance of 
his own college education, an 
HNC in community work, in 
part, for helping him turn his 
life around.

Four of the students at-
tending graduation studied 
on Arran. Husband and 

wife Bibin Vijayan and Roji 
Davidson were awarded 
SVQ in Social Services and 
Healthcare Level 7, while 
Eileen Gregg collected an 
HNC in Childhood Practice. 
Modern Apprentice Jessica 
Tetlow was awarded an SVQ 
Business and Administration 
Level 5.

Argyll College UHI has 
recently been shortlisted 
in the national College 
Development Network 
Awards for innovation and 
digital learning.

2020

CALLING ALL  
LOCAL BUSINESSES

Nominations are now open for the Scottish Rural Awards 2020

 Best Scottish Artisan Food Award

 Best Scottish Artisan Drink Award

 Rural Business Diversification Award

 Best Rural Business Start-Up Award

 Best Farming Business Award

 Best Rural Employer Award

 Rural Hospitality Award

 Best Rural Innovation Award

 Best Rural Skills Educator Award

  Most Sustainable Rural Business 

Award

 Best Rural Tourism Initiative Award

 Rural Hero Award

  NEW FOR 2020: Best Countryside 

Digital Innovator Award

It only takes a few minutes to make a 

nomination on our website.

www.scottishruralawards.org 

info@scottishruralawards.org

0131 551 7936

Nominate a friend, family member or your own business!

Which award will you win?



There will be changes that affect businesses across 
the UK after Brexit. Make sure you are prepared for 
them, particularly if your business: 

• imports

• exports goods 

• receives personal data 

• exports services

Keep things 
moving after 
Brexit

Follow the step-by-step guide on 
how to prepare at gov.uk/brexit

Get ready for Brexit

BUSINESSES
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Coastal rowers compete in Castle to 
Crane race

The Seabhag crew during the  Castle to Crane Race. 

�e Arrran Coastal Rowing 
Club (ACRC) enjoyed anoth-
er successful day out at the 
Castle to Crane event – the 
biggest open water rowing 
race held in Scotland.

�e event involves 13 miles 
(21km) of �erce racing from 
Dumbarton Castle to the 
Finnieston Crane in the 
heart of Glasgow with Arran 
taking the top spot in the 
50+ category and second 
overall in the ski� category.

Held on September 21, the 
event on the River Clyde is 
the last race on the Scottish 
coastal rowing clubs’ racing 
calendar and is part of the 
Clydebuilt festival held 
each year at the Riverside 
Museum in Glasgow.

A�er the race, they were 
also awarded the South West 
Challenge Trophy which is 
open to all Scottish rowing 
clubs and is based on the cu-
mulative results from eight 
South West region regattas 
held over the season.

Arran CRC had both their 

ski�s in action and were able 
to �eld strong crews in both 
ski�s. Seabhag was entered in 
the over 50s mixed category 
and Iolair in the mixed open. 
A total of 75 vessels took 
part in the event, which was 
open to any �xed seat, oar 
powered cra�. Each boat was 
allocated a starting number 
with Seabhag numbered 18 
and Iolair numbered 51.

�e 11 o’clock start 
was right on low tide at 
Dumbarton Castle with 
boats starting at 30 second 
intervals. Seabhag got o� to 
a very strong start, taking 
them exactly one hour to 
reach the Erskine bridge, by 
which time they had already 
caught up and passed several 
other boats.

Over the next hour and a 
half, the Seabhag crew reeled 
in all but one of the 17 boats 
which had started before 
them.

�e boats that had a later 
start time began to gain a 
welcome boost from the in-

coming tide, but a constant 
headwind throughout the 
day proved hard going for 
all the crews, adding around 
an extra 30 minutes on last 
year’s times.

As the race was against the 
clock it was a long a�ernoon 
waiting for the �nal results, 
Arran’s Seabhag, crewed 
by F Lorenzo, C Paul, C 
Smith, E Ingham and D 
Ingham came �rst in class 
with Iolair, crewed by S 
Turner, R McDonald, C 
McGinley, C Goeckeritz and 
R Cowan, coming in 19th 
in their class. At the medal 
ceremony Arran were also 
named winners of the South 
West Challenge Trophy 
and presented with a silver 
salver, six engraved crystal 
whisky glasses and a bottle 
of whisky.

A �tting end to another 
hectic and successful season 
for Arran CRC. 

Words: Dave Ingham 
Photos: Daren Borzynski 

Photograpy

The Arran club members who took part in the Castle to 
Crane race. 

The Iolair crew pass spectators on the banks of the Clyde. Rowers with the over 50s mixed trophy and the South West Challenge Trophy silver salver. 

The Seabhag crew put their backs into the race. 

The proud head of the Iolair boat makes its way through 
the water. 
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Emergency services compete 
for Angus Campbell Quaich

Emergency services personnel on Arran will compete for the Angus Campbell Quaich at 
the inter-services regatta. 

A new sporting competition 
is to be staged for the �rst 
time later this month in 
memory of the late Dr Angus 
Campbell, who died a year 
ago this month.

Blue light and emergency 
services on the island have 
been in training for the 
newly established Emergency 
Services Regatta which will 
see seven teams each compet-
ing for the Angus Campbell 
Quaich.

�e idea for the regatta was 
the brainchild of the late Dr 
Campbell, a well-regarded 
local GP, enthusiast of boat-
ing and all marine activities, 
and founding member of the 
Arran Coastal Rowing Club.

Reminiscing on the past 
when emergency services 

The late Dr Angus Campbell. 

on the island used to have 
a regular meetings in the 
pub for an evening of com-
petitive gaming, darts, pool 
or dominoes, Dr Campbell 
came up with the idea of an 
inter-services regatta on com-
pletion of the Coastal Rowing 
Club’s second ski�. Sadly, he 
never got the opportunity to 
arrange it.

Big event
�is year though, on Sunday 

October 20, the rowing club 
will make his dream a real-
ity with a memorial quaich 
named in his honour. Crews 
from the police, �re brigade, 
RNLI, mountain rescue, 
Coastguard, a combined 
hospital and ambulance team 
and the medical centre are 
all taking part and have been 

practising for the big event.
�e format will allow for 

each team to race twice over 
a 500-metre course, once in 
each of the two ski�s, and 
their times will be combined. 
�e two quickest crews will 
then race a �nal for the 
trophy.

Starting at noon, the event 
will also include a BYOB 
barbecue and an a�ernoon 
of good-natured competition, 
friendly banter and social-
ising. �e Angus Campbell 
Quaich will be presented at 
the end of the event around 
4pm.

Spectators are encouraged 
to go along and to support 
the emergency services teams 
and to learn more about the 
Arran Coastal Rowing Club.

Coastal rowers compete in Castle to 
Crane race

Rowers with the over 50s mixed trophy and the South West Challenge Trophy silver salver. 
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YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON IN ARRAN

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
George Grassie delivers
a baking masterclass
Lamlash SWI members had 
three reasons to be pleased 
with their � rst meeting of the 
new session.

� e new venue for meetings 
is the church hall, which is 
spacious and comfortable. 
New members and guests 
joined them and, last but 
by no means least, George 
Grassie of the Blackwater 
Bakehouse was speaker for 
the evening.

� e theme was ‘Starting 
things’ and George had 

a sourdough loaf was British 
and therefore none of the air 
miles of the imported � our 
for commercial bread were 
involved.

George’s enthusiasm for 
artisan baking was obvious to 
his audience and armed with 
a great deal of information 
and an o� er of a sample of 
starter sponge for anyone 
wanting to try bread at home, 
the members had an informa-
tive and entertaining start to 
the new session. 

brought along a container 
of his bakery’s raising agent 
which he developed 10 years 
ago from one that was already 
15-years old. Complex chem-
istry is involved but basically, 
like us, it just needs moisture, 
warmth and food. Baking 
bread using traditional 
methods takes time but not 
only is it better for you, with 
its probiotic qualities, but it 
also tastes better. � e high 
quality � our George used to 
demonstrate how to prepare 

� e evening ended with a 
ra�  e, a bread making compe-
tition won by president Lynne 
and supper provided by Mary 
and Janet.

� e October meeting, ar-
ranged for � ursday October 
10, is a hands on evening with 
a choice of needle felting or 
beading lead by two of our 
members. 

Any new members, visitors 
or former members can be 
assured of a warm welcome.  

Janet Mair

George 
Grassie of the 
Blackwater 
Bakehouse 
shares some of 
his baking tips 
and tricks with 
SWI members. 

BRODICK CASTLE & COUNTRY PARK
brodickcastle@nts.org.uk 01770 302202

Brodick Castle, Garden and Country Park 

AUTUMN FEST 
13th– 21st October 
Fun activities including  autumn-themed 
scavenger hunt, scarecrow forest trail, 
historical ghost tours in the castle, 
autumn crafts and pumpkin carving! 

All activities will be included 
FREE with your normal admission
£9.50/child, £13.50/adult, £35/family.
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Caroline takes on her 
�rst half-marathon 
running challenge

Caroline McGinlay in training for her �rst half-marathon. 

Arran lifeboat crew member 
Caroline McGinlay is un-
dertaking her �rst ever half- 
marathon to raise money 
for two charities close to her 
heart.

Caroline is taking on the 
challenge of the Aviemore 
half-marathon on Sunday 
October 13 to raise money 
for Contact the Elderly (now 
known as Re-Engage) and the 
RNLI.

She told the Banner: ‘I’ve 
run throughout my adult life 
but this is the �rst half-mar-
athon I’ve done. Training 
has been hard, running in 
all weathers and across the 
forestry tracks and hills of 
Arran, dealing with the pain 
of injuries and the typical 
runners’ “lead legs” along the 
way.

‘My determination to see it 
through and raise money for 
these two important charities 
is what keeps me going in 
training, mile a�er mile, and 
I know it will help me on the 
day itself. Any support you 
can o�er will be greatly ap-
preciated by me and everyone 
involved with Re-Engage and 
the RNLI.

‘All money raised will be 
shared 50/50 between both 
charities and will be spent on 
the island to bene�t the local 
community.’

Caroline went on to explain 
her choice of charities. ‘Re-

Engage has been dedicated to 
tackling loneliness and social 
isolation across the UK for 
more than 50 years. I’ve been 
involved with the charity as 
an employee and a volunteer 
for 11 years so I know �rst 

hand the di�erence it makes 
to thousands of older people 
all over the UK via regular 
social gatherings and peer 
support,’ she said.

‘Re-Engage has had groups 
on Arran for more than 20 

years and now there are two 
groups meeting one Sunday 
a�ernoon each month. Some 
of Arran’s most isolated and 
lonely older people are able 
to enjoy a�ernoon tea with a 
warm and friendly welcome.

‘�e volunteer drivers and 
hosts help the older people 
of Arran to stay connected 
to their communities and 
relieve the pain of loneliness. 
�e groups receive no formal 
funding and rely on the sup-
port of the volunteers. I am 
raising money for an emer-
gency fund for both groups 
to use should they ever �nd 
themselves without a driver 
or host.

‘�e Arran RNLI lifeboat 
station has been based in 
Lamlash since 1970 and is one 
of 238 lifeboat stations in the 
UK and Ireland. I have vol-
unteered as boat crew in the 
Arran station since August 
2018.

‘�e station provides vital 
lifesaving support 24/7 in the 
waters and coastline around 
Arran and is operated by 
volunteers.

‘I am raising money which 
will be used for the bene�t 
of the Arran station and 
therefore the wider island 
community,’ Caroline added.

Donations can be 
made online at https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
CarolineMcGinlay

Holiday dates altered for VE Day
North Ayrshire Council has 
con�rmed it will join the rest 
of the UK to celebrate the 
75th anniversary of VE Day 
next year.

�e UK and Scottish 
Governments have moved 
next year’s bank holiday from 
Monday May 4 to Friday May 
8 to coincide with exactly 
75 years since Allied forces 
announced the surrender of 
Germany in Europe.

And at a meeting of the 
cabinet last week, councillors 
con�rmed they will close 
council buildings and schools 
on this day and elected 
members also agreed to give 
sta� an additional day of an-

nual leave on Monday May 4. 
Schools will be closed subject 
to agreement with Scottish 
Government.

Council leader Joe 
Cullinane explained that this 
ensures that International 
Workers’ Day is also cele-

brated. Councillor Cullinane 
said: ‘�ere are celebrations 
going on across the UK to 
commemorate the end of 
WWII and we are sure people 
across the region will be tak-
ing part in these.

‘�e May holiday is also 

an important one as it is 
International Workers’ Day 
and something that is cele-
brated every year. We were 
therefore clear that we must 
respect the importance of this 
and keep it in the calendar.

‘Providing an additional 
day’s leave will enable us to 
respect both these important 
dates and reward our hard-
working sta� for their dedi-
cation to local public services 
throughout the year.’

Due to the Higher English 
and Advanced Higher 
English exams scheduled for 
Monday May 4, appropriate 
arrangements will be in place 
at Arran High School.

ALWAYS A GENUINE 
WARM WELCOME

SERVING BREAKFAST, 
TEA, COFFEE, SCONES, 

SHARING PLATTERS 
AND MEALS 

ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

FOOD SERVED DAILY 
UNTIL 9PM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE CALL US ON 
01770 302968

OR EMAIL
stay@thedouglashotel.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.uk
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KA Leisure wins double 
gold at awards ceremony
KA Leisure has scored double 
golds at the annual RoSPA 
occupational health and 
safety awards.

� e organisation, which 
runs all leisure-based fa-
cilities on behalf of North 
Ayrshire Council, including 
the Arran campus, won two 
prestigious awards in recog-
nition of its working practices 
and achievements in helping 
its sta�  get home safely at 
the end of the working day in 
the scheme run by the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of 
Accidents. � ey were present-
ed with the awards during 
a ceremony in Glasgow last 
month.

� e RoSPA awards scheme, 
which receives entries from 
organisations around the 
world, recognises achieve-
ment in health and safety 
management systems, includ-
ing practices such as leader-
ship and workforce involve-

Alex Murray (right) receives KA Leisure’s Gold awards from RoSPA’s Errol Taylor. 

ment. Alex Murray, health 
and safety co-ordinator at KA 
Leisure, said: ‘We are very 
proud of our ever improving 
health and safety culture at 
KA Leisure, and are delighted 
to have received this level of 
recognition which is testa-
ment to the hard work of our 
employees across the business 
in ensuring that each of our 
venues represent a safe and 
healthy environment for our 
visitors and our colleagues.’

Julia Small, RoSPA’s head 
of quali� cations, awards 
and events, said: ‘� e RoSPA 
awards have become the key 
� xture in the health and 
safety calendar with new 
sponsors and new awards this 
year including the Leisure 
Safety Awards, the Safe@
Work Safe@Home Award and 
the Inspiration Awards. 

‘Highly-respected, with 
almost 2,000 entrants every 
year, RoSPA award winners 

bene� t from the wide-
ranging rewards of improved 
sector reputation.’

� e majority of awards are 
non-competitive and mark 
achievement at merit, bronze, 

silver and gold levels. Gold 
medals, president’s awards, 
orders of distinction and the 

Patron’s Award are presented 
to organisations sustaining 
the high standards of the gold 
level over consecutive years.

Competitive awards go 
to the best entries in 24 
industry sectors including 
construction, healthcare, 
transport and logistics, engi-
neering, manufacturing and 
education.

� ere are specialist awards 
for health at work, environ-
mental management and � eet 
safety, and excellence trophies 
for the best international, new 
entry, workforce involvement 
and organisation operating 
or based in Scotland. RoSPA’s 
top accolade is the Sir George 
Earle Trophy.

Headline sponsor of the 
RoSPA awards 2019 is 
NEBOSH – the National 
Examination Board in 
Occupational Safety and 
Health – for the 14th consec-
utive year.

A brand new distillery has been built by 
Isle of Arran Distillers in the village of 
Lagg on the southern tip of the island.

Learn how Lagg peated Single Malt Scotch 
Whisky is made and witness its evolution 
into one of the world’s finest whiskies.

VISIT THE LAGG 
DISTILLERY ON 
THE ISLE OF ARRAN

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY  
FROM 10AM TO 4PM 
TOURS DAILY AT:  
10AM, 11AM, 12PM, 2PM, 3PM 
TOURS COST £10 PER PERSON  
AND INCLUDE A FREE GLASS. 

THE SHEILING RESTAURANT  
AND KILMORY CAFE ARE OPEN  
DAILY FOR MEALS AND LIGHT 
REFRESHMENTS.

PLEASE VISIT LAGGWHISKY.COM  
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

NOW  
OPERATING  
ON WINTER  

HOURS

Arran Banner160mmHx124mmW.indd   1 01/10/2019   12:55
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Every day
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Geopark Information & Activity Centre                                                  Lochranza, 9am - 5pm
Brodick Castle and Gardens Open 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre  Old Pavilion, Lamlash, centre open seven days, 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre – tennis    Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open 7 days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf       Open seven days, 9am - 6pm-ish, ALL weather                    
Public swimming Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
                                                                                                           and 6pm-8pm  (last entry 7pm)
Swimming lessons Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday -Thursday, 4pm - 6pm
Arran Brewery                Open Monday - Saturday, 10.30am - 5pm               
 Sunday, 12.30am - 5pm. Tours daily at 11am & 2pm or by arrangement 
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 5th October
Flow yoga                                                                                        Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Corrie kids Christmas party fundraiser                                                       Corrie Hotel, noon - 3pm
Rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
Live music – Mike Edwards                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm
Cosmic String Theory, BYOB                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick. 8pm
Live music – Dr Feelguid – Dr Feelgood Tribute Band                                The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 6th October
Live music – Mike Edwards                                                Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 1pm – 4pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live music – Scott Nicol                                                                    The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm - 6pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                         Shiskine Hall, Shiskine,  9pm
Folk music session  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 7th October
Morning fi tness                                                               Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am-10.30am
Adult tennis Blackwaterfoot, 5pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group    Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Circuit training    Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm 
Savvy Food Film Social                                                                            Home Farm, Brodick, 6pm
Live music – Mike Bailey                                                               Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over 10s Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 8th October
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy energy surgeries Home House House, Brodick, 10am - 3pm
Chess morning                                                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am
Rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm-4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers – Jog Scotland beginners’ group Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak night – two ribeye steaks and bottle of wine  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Arran Hockey Club – juniors (5-14yrs) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm

What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

CRAFT BREWERY TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY
Scottish country dancing                                                                       Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Flow yoga Corrie Hall, 6pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s pop music quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional music sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

Wednesday 9th October
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
Brodick Gardens volunteers                                   Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am - 1pm
Kilmory toddlers                                                                                         Kilmory Hall, 10am - noon
Archives and Genealogy Service    Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Chair yoga exercise class                                                      St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am 
Knit and Blether    Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 11.30am - 1.30pm 
Arran Pace Makers running group Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwon Do juniors 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Arran Dawn                                                               Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm
Pub quiz                                                                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock’n’pop bingo Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 10th October 
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30 -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Chess morning                                                                          Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 11am
Messy Church                                                                      Lamlash Church Hall, 3.30pm – 5.30pm
Adult tennis Blackwaterfoot, 5pm
Winter bridge, visitors welcome                                                                       Little Rock Cafe, 7pm 
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6.15pm – 7.15pm
Lamlash SWI                                                                                       Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Hockey Club – seniors (12 yrs +) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                            Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                                                      Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm  
Tommy’s general knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 11th October
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
ACLI – Friday Garden Club                                   Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 10am - 12.30pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                       Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live music – The Sensational Biff Simpson                                   Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 8pm
Friday night quiz                                                          Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Eco Savvy Food Share                                                         Octopus Centre, COAST, Lamash, 9pm

Saturday 12th October
Flow yoga                                                                                       Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
Live music – Gams Campbell                                       Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm
Live music –  Backwater, Scotland’s ultimate Staus Quo tribute band        The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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Place name conference in Arrochar
Arran place names will be 
among those under the spot-
light at a conference being 
held in Arrochar next month.

Place names are so much 
part of our everyday sur-
roundings we usually forget 
that the names themselves 
can tell us about local history. 
� ey could give a clue to 
former occupations or work 
practices, to a person closely 
associated with the location, 
or simply be a perfect, short-
form description of that place 
in physical or topographical 
terms.

Looking into the wide di-
versity of names to be found 
on the maps of the west of 
Scotland, place-name enthu-
siasts are meeting shortly in 
Arrochar for the autumn con-
ference of the Scottish Place-
Name Society, being held in 
the � ree Villages Hall there 
on Saturday November 2.

Arrochar was an obvious 
choice as venue for this all-
day get-together (also open 
to non-members) as two 

of the main subjects under 
discussion have links with the 
locality. 

Hundreds of place names
from Arran as well as Argyll-
shire, West Dunbartonshire, 
West Perthshire, and from 
Lochaber, were recorded by 
Arrochar man John Dewar 
(1802-1872) who was paid by 
the Duke of Argyll to travel 
around west Scotland record-
ing oral history. 

When written up in Gaelic, 
this resulted in the 7,000-page 
Dewar manuscripts which 
contain numerous place 
names (settlements, rocks, 
caves, fords and other natural 
features), including many not 
known from other sources.

� e place names of Arrochar 
parish itself take up another 
section of the conference. 

A group of local people were 
so inspired during a place-
name workshop held as part 
of a Hidden Heritage project 
that they got engaged in a 
spin-o�  study of names with-
in the parish, which stretches 

from the top of Loch Long 
across to the northern half 
of Loch Lomond and beyond 
Ardlui. 

� e end result is a publi-
cation entitled Gaelic Place 
Names of Arrochar Parish, a 
guide to the meaning behind 
the names.

But the conference will 
be casting further a� eld for 
other studies, such as a look 
at South Kintyre place names 
which get mention in a poem 
called Flory Loynachan, 
penned by Campbeltown 
native Dougie Macilreavie 
some 190 years ago. Or the 
intriguingly named talk on 
Sneaky Swans which looks at 
the place names found around 
Scotland using di� erent 
forms of the word Ealaidh.

High point of the con-
ference talks involves � e 
Cobbler and his neighbours 
in the Arrochar Alps with a 
look at the names recorded 
by 16th century cartographer 
Timothy Pont of the moun-
tain heights in this part of 

Scotland. 
Contrast that with discus-

sion of the name Tarbet or 
Tarbat, which can be found 
in various parts of Scotland, 
and is associated with the 
relatively � at ground of an 
isthmus where boats could be 
portaged from one stretch of 
water to another.

Bringing earlier place-name 
studies into the digital age 
is another theme. Late 20th 
century scholar Professor 
W F H Nicolaisen collected 
the historical forms of sev-
eral thousand Scottish place 
names with a view to creating 
a reliable single-volume schol-
arly dictionary. Although his 
plans for a dictionary never 
came to fruition, he le�  be-
hind an impressive collection 
of place-name forms, hand-
written on paper slips. Now 
work has got under way to 
digitise this resource to make 
it available, along with useful 
material, on the website of the 
Scottish Place-Name Society 
(https://spns.org.uk/)

Residents are urged to get 
behind Waverley campaign

The paddle steamer Waverley sails past Brodick Castle. 

Residents from across North 
Ayrshire are being urged to 
get behind the campaign to 
help restore the Waverley.

� e historic vessel – the last 
sea-going paddle steamer in 
the world – is currently out 
of service and in need of a 
re� t estimated to cost about 
£2.3 million.

A fundraising campaign is 
under way to raise the money 
and it is hoped the refur-
bishment will be completed 
to see the Waverley back on 
the Firth of Clyde in time for 
Year of Coasts and Waters in 
2020.

For decades, the Waverley 
has been a popular sight 
on its frequent visits to the 
North Ayrshire coast, visit-
ing destinations including 
Arran, Largs and Cumbrae.

At a meeting of North 
Ayrshire Council, following 
a question from Arran coun-
cillor Ellen McMaster, the 
council acknowledged the 
importance of the campaign 
to restore the paddle steamer 
to its former glory.

Councillor Alex Gallagher, 
cabinet member for econo-
my, said: ‘We warmly wel-
come the fundraising e� orts 
to bring the Waverley back 
into service. 

‘It is such an iconic feature 
in the west of Scotland and 
we wish the campaign every 
success.

‘We look forward to seeing 
the Waverley back doon the 
watter – hopefully as part 
of the celebrations for the 
Year of Coasts and Waters in 
2020.’

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, the Scottish 
Government has committed 
£1 million to the campaign. 
Added to the £900,000 al-
ready raised, the fundraising 
total is just £400,000 short of 
its £2.3m target.

If the target is reached, 
the funds will cover the 
cost of two boilers and 
burner control systems, new 
electric generators, electric 
switch board, removal and 
installation of all equipment, 
professional fees, towage, in-
sulation, insurance, berthing 
dues, technical management, 
and ongoing maintenance 
and upkeep.

If every passenger who sails 
on the ship annually were to 
donate, it is likely the appeal 
target would be achieved.

Anyone wishing to donate 
to the Waverley campaign is 
asked to visit https://www.
waverleyexcursions.co.uk/
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Maureen McKenna of Argyll and Islands Enterprise and Marion Noble of the Arran 
Distillery pick out six winners in a competition for the new Arran Taste Trail book which 
recommends Arran eateries. 01_B40twe01

Horse Island
A new book has been written about Horse 
Island, the low clump of rocks near Ardrossan 
harbour.

In the book called Whispers of Horse 
Island, John and Noreen Steele take the reader 
through how it got its name, details of its rich 
birdlife, stories of the many vessels which have 
been shipwrecked on it and concludes with a 
group of memories from a variety of people 
who have been connected with it in one way 
or another.

It also tells the story about the island’s most 
distinctive feature, the 52� high tower that 
was built as a warning beacon in 1811 and 
which was designed to serve another purpose, 
to act as a refuge for shipwrecked mariners. It 
has an interior and even a �replace.

As for the name, nobody is really sure but 
one of the suggestions is that it comes from 
Philip de Horssey who inherited it, and other 
land, in the 13th century.

Fuel fury
�ere is growing anger at the price being 
charged for petrol on Arran. Nothing in-
dicates public feeling more clearly than the 
number who turn out to a public meeting 
and around 200 people squeezed into Brodick 
Hall on Monday evening to make their views 
known.

�e meeting had been called by the commu-
nity council and ACVS on the basis that, for 
them to lobby for more realistic prices, they 
wanted to know that they had the backing of 
Arran people. �e meeting was mostly posi-
tive but questions remaining unanswered as 
to why the prices on Arran were 13.4 per cent 
higher than on the mainland. Was it the fault 
of retailers, suppliers or government taxes?

Whatever the cause, the issue of petrol is 
now high on the political agenda and Arran 
drivers have voted with their feet to take the 
�rst step in trying to match the prices paid on 
the mainland.

Donkey rides were a 
popular feature for young 
children at the Kilmory 
fete. Here young Robbie 
Rhead dismounts his trusty 
steed, while mum Anne 
hold the reins.01_B40twe05

The Co-op has presented two cheques for £500, one to Feis Arainn and the other to 
Shiskine playgroup. Receiving the cheque for Feis Arainn are Eileen McLaughlin with 
Amie Hume, Kirsty McQueen and Ross Marshall. With them are J Gillies, Mary Howitt and 
Neil McDonald of the Co-op.  01_B40twe02

Invercloy owners Liz and Terry McManus are presented with an Investors in People 
Award from Rosie Milne of IIP. Pictured with them are John Sillars and sta� on the 
stairs.01_B40twe03

Arran High School pupils 
try an aria under the direc-
tion of Julian Evans of the 
Scottish Opera Go Round 
company, which visited 
the school for a singing 
workshop. 01_B40twe04



SAW SERVICE, REPAIR & SALESPAINTER AND DECORATOR

WANTED 4X4 VEHICLES INSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs FOR SALE

THULE 561 BIKE CARRI-
ER with all original parts, 
instructions, adapters 
and keys.£30.  Tel 01770 
600801.

BOSCH ROTAK ER60FLEX 
LAWNMOWER with cable. 
Stuck at level 3 (but repair-
able). Cuts well.  £15 Tel: 
01770 302096

WHITE EXTERIOR UPVC 
DOOR height 2140cm x 
width 895cm. Full length 
double glazed clear glass 
panel. Secure lock with 
key, £20

WHITE BATHROOM BA-
SIN with pedestal and 
chrome taps, £10. Contact 
07808401178

ROUND BAY HAYLAGE, 
£15. Good quality, buyer 
collects. Tel: 01770 700371

FREE TO UPLIFT
FIREWOOD - free for re-
moval. Call  01770 600242

LARGE COLLECTION 
OF USED PLANT-POTS, 
saucers and seed trays, all 
sizes. Tel: 01770 870224

Private sales 
free listings for items under £50

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 
by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of 
an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.

8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher 
in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the 
publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a 
series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days 
from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise 
an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
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Get active and make sure your 
promotional material is fit for 2020



RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE ARRAN BANNER:
TELEPHONE: 01770 302142
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01770 
302021

E-MAIL: adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number. Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

RECRUITMENT

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

PROPERTY
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British Inn Keepers -
Outstanding Employer Winner

2019
We have vacancies in our stunning 
ASPA and on our Reception team, 
full and part time hours to suit you. 

A few days, weekends or evenings we 
are happy to discuss.

Great rates of pay and benefi ts 
as well.

Get in touch with us on
hr@auchrannie.co.uk or 01770 303329

to discuss Awesome opportunities.

Beachside restaurant on Arran for sale
If you’ve ever dreamed of owning your 
own beachside restaurant, then Smith & 
Clough’s latest instruction might just be 
for you.

Coast Bistro is located within Whiting Bay 
on the extremely popular and picturesque 
Isle of Arran, and is situated on the beach-
side, with fabulous views over Whiting Bay, 
� e Holy Isle and the Firth of Clyde.

� e restaurant has been designed and 
� tted to a high standard and can accom-
modate a comfortable 40 customers, both 
in the main building and in the conserva-
tory, which o� ers fabulous coastal views, 
and also opens out onto a decked seating 
area where a further 20 customers can 
enjoy beachside dining.  � e business also 

bene� ts from an attractive bar area with 
some bar seating and comfy sofas.

Jonathan Clough, Director at Smith 
& Clough Business Associates, who is 
handling the sale commented “� e sale 
of Coast o� ers not only a superb lifestyle 
opportunity, given the breath-taking 
beachside location on the Isle of Arran, 
but also a fantastic business opportunity.  
� e business would ideally suit an owner 
operator, a couple or a family, and anyone 
relocating to the Isle of Arran will � nd an 
island that o� ers a wonderful way of life 
and a wide array of amenities including 
many shops, restaurants, bars and hotels, 
both primary and secondary schooling, 
and no fewer than 7 golf courses.”

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Fantastic restaurant/bar opportunity centrally located 
within the quaint seaside village of Whiting Bay, boasting 

one of the most stunning views on the Isle of Arran.

Freehold o� ers in excess of £175,000 are being sought.
Expressions of interest should be made to:

Jonathan Clough @ Smith and Clough – 
email: jonathan@smithandclough.com T: 0141 404 0087

LONG TERM LET SOUGHT 
1 or 2 bed bungalow or cottage if possible

Single professional lady 
with a well behaved dog

All areas considered 
although closer to Brodick preferred

References available
Call 07979 856616

PUBLIC NOTICES PERSONALS
Isle of Arran Music School SCIO

AGM
Tuesday 22 October at 4pm

Arran High School
I would like to thank all my friends and family 

for phone calls, cards and visits during my stay 
in hospital. It meant so much to me. 

Sincere thanks also to the paramedics who came to 
my assistance on the night of my accident and to the 

staff at Lamlash and Crosshouse Hospital. 

Your care and kindness were superb. 

Margaret Maciver, Clachaig, Kilmory



*Acceptance is subject to Underwriters normal terms and acceptance criteria. Ask for full details. Park’s of Hamilton (Townhead Garage) Limited is an Appointed Representative of Park’s of Hamilton (Holdings) 
Limited, FRN 308476 of 14 Bothwell Road, Hamilton, ML3 0AY, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Park’s of Hamilton (Holdings) Limited permitted business is Insurance 
Mediation and to act as a Credit Broker. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers to assist with your purchase, who may remunerate us for introducing you to them. Retail customers only.

Park’s Ayr - Honda CR-V Specialists
All cars prepared to Honda
approved standards.

• 12 month Genuine Hondacare Guarantee
• 12 month Honda Car Assistance
• 30-Day Exchange Policy
• Honda ‘Multipoint Check’

Benefits of Honda Approved - Complete peace ofmind
• Assured Vehicle History
• Mileage Certification
• A Range of Finance Solutions (subject to applicant status)
• Complimentary 5-Day Drive-Away Insurance* (optional)

We will pay your ferry or
deliver cars free of charge.

We buy used cars.
Top prices paid.

2011  Honda CR-V 2.0 EX Manual
Crystal black, Black leather, 27,000 miles, 
Fully loaded with extras, 1 owner  £9,995

2107  Honda CR-V 2.0 SE Plus
White orchid, Dark trim, 10,000 miles, 
1 owner, As new condition  £15,995

2018  Honda CR-V 1.5 SE (New model)
Crystal black metallic, 407 miles, 
Saving £5,000 on cost when new   £23,995

2016  Honda CR-V 2.0 S
Rallye red, Dark trim, 17,000 miles, 
1 owner, Excellent value at only  £11,995

2017  Honda CR-V 1.6 i-DTEC SE Plus
Twilight Blue, Dark trim, 16,643 miles, 
up to 64.2 mpg, Parking sensors  £14,995

2016  Honda CR-V 1.6D S
Passion red metallic, Dark trim, 
20,314 miles, up to 64.2 mpg  £12,495

2015  Honda CR-V 2.0 EX Manual
Polished metal, Leather trim, 29,000 miles,
Full service history  £14,695

2014  Honda CR-V 1.6D SR
Urban titanium, Leather/Alcantara trim 
67,000 miles, 1 owner, FSH  £9,995

2017  Honda CR-V 2.0 SE Plus Nav Auto
White orchid, Dark trim, 20,274 miles, 
up to 37.7mpg, Hill start assist £16,995

PARK’S HONDA
90 Doonfoot Road, Ayr, KA7 4DP 
Call 01292 445540 or visit parks.uk.com/honda
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DEATHS 

CHURCH NOTICES 

All of the competitors at the Connor Smith Memorial Trophy for juniors with winners Tommy Dutton and his dad Lee 
who won with 27 points.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday September 29, � e 
Cooper Angus Par 3 Trophy. 
A� er a few years o� , the par 3 
competition was resurrected 
for the September weekend. � e 
par 3 was always popular and a 
good number turned up for the 
occasion to � nd the course set up 
with some ingenious variations 
on the usual layout. Handicaps 
were adjusted to 5/6ths to re� ect 
the notional reduction in the 
standard scratch score and the 
winner was John Pennycott with 
a � ne net score of two under par.

Result: 1 John Pennycott 52, 
2 Stuart Paterson 53 ACB, 3 
David Blair 53. Magic twos, 
Kevin McAleney x2. Scott Adair 
won six nearest the hole prizes. 
Prizes were generously donated 
by Ronnie Mann and Jamie 
Macpherson. � anks to them for 

John Pennycott receives the Cooper Angus Par 3 trophy 
from Whiting Bay Golf Club captain Andy Martin and Par 3 
sponsor Ronnie Mann.

Shiskine club captain Fiona Henderson with the day trippers who visited Ardeer Golf 
Club. 

The winning team at the Tennent’s Texas Scramble, played 
at Brodick Golf Club, were Donald McKinnie, Iain Sillars, 
Isobel and Iain MacDonald. 

that and also for setting out the 
course.

Fixture: Sunday October 6, 
Winter Cup, draw at 10am.
Brodick Golf Club
Saturday September 28, 
Tennent’s Texas Scramble, 
24 played. 1 Isobel and Iain 
MacDonald, Donald McKinnie 
and Iain Sillars 6.4, 53.6; 2 Nina 
Morgan, Tam McNab, Graham 
Dobson and Neil McKechnie 
8.6, 56.4; 3 Gay McKay, George 
Hamilton, Peter McCalla and 
Mike Adams 6.4, 56.6.

Sunday September 29, Winter 
Cup Stableford, 14 played, CSS 
37pts. 1 Gordon Hendry 6, 39pts, 
2 Bill Donaldson 15, 38pts, 3 Bob 
McCrae 8, 36pts ACB.

Fixture: Sunday October 6, 
Brandon Quali� er, 8.30am and 
1pm.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday September 28, � e 
Corrie Open. 1 F Sillars net 58, 2 
D Bremner net 60, 3 E McKinnon 
net 61 BIH. Scratch E McKinnon 
61. Many thanks to all the com-
petitors from Arran and beyond 
for turning up and making it 
a great day. A big thanks to the 
many sponsors who contributed 
generously to the prize list. 
Lastly, our appreciation of the 
monumental e� ort of captain 
Peter McKinnon in keeping the 
competition running smoothly 
from dawn to dusk.

Monday September 30, Winter 
Cup. 1 A McDonald 72-14=58, 
BIH, 2 L Hartley 71-13=58. 
Scratch, J McGovern 69.

Fixtures: Saturday October 
5, � e Eddie Rankin Memorial 
Trophy will be cancelled until 
further notice owing to road clo-
sures. Monday October 7, Winter 
Cup, ballot at noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday October 1, Winter Cup, 
played from the yellow tees. 1 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister: 
Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 
following times to which all 
are invited.
Sunday 6th October
Pirnmill and Lochranza 
Churches together 10.15am. 
Joint Harvest � anksgiving 
Service.at Pirnmill
Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Harvest � anksgiving 
Service.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Harvest � anksgiving 
Service 
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 
Morning Worship
� ere will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 
at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 6th October
Worship will be conducted 
by the minister, Rev 
Elizabeth Watson, at 
10.30am.
Everyone most welcome. 
Tea and co� ee will be served 
in the transept immediately 
a� er the service.
Please stay and enjoy more 
fellowship. � ere will be a 
service in Cooriedoon at 
2.30pm to which all friends 
are invited.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 6th October
Trinity 16
Holy Communion at 11am.
Richard Trewby
Co� ee a� er service
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 6th October
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, 
Glen Estate, Brodick 
Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick 
All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with 
Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 6th October
Mrs Aileen Brookens
Kilmory at 10 am
Lamlash at 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 6th October
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le�  of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820223 
Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 6th October
Service  at 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co� ee a� er the 
service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.
Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 6th October
No service at Shiskine at 
11am this Sunday
Brodick at 6pm 
Service will be taken by 
Mr Nigel Kenny

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Saturday 5th October
Saturday Vigil Mass at 
7.30pm
Sunday 6th October
Sunday Morning Mass at 
11am

HADDOW - Margaret Annie 
Aitken (nee Binnie)
At Point House, King’s Cross, 
Arran on 26th September 
2019 loving wife of Robert 
(Bob) Haddow and mother 
to Katharine and Robert 
and grandmother to Jenny 
and Rob Jr. She will be much 
missed by the families now 
living in Spain and Ottawa, 
Canada as well as by her 
husband living on Arran.
 A funeral service will be 
held in Whiting Bay Church 
at 11.30am on Monday 7th 
October, followed by a recep-
tion in Brodick Golf Club at 
which all family and friends 
are invited to meet. Special 
buses will be at Brodick 
Pier for the ferry arrival at 
10.30am and return for the 
4.40pm ferry departure. No 
� owers please but donations 
to � e Arran Cancer Trust 
will be especially welcome.

SAINT-YVES -  Ian
Dr Saint-Yves M.D., Ian F.M. 
D.O.B. - 05.04.36 passed 
peacefully at Montrose House 
1st October 2019. Funeral 
private.

Phil Betley 63, 2 Campbell Laing 
65, 3 Barbara Waring 67 BIH.

Fixtures: Saturday October 
5, Eddie Rankin at Corrie is 
cancelled due the road works 
on the String. Tuesday October 
8, Winter Cup, tee o�  at noon. 
Saturday October 12, Lochranza 
Hotel Cup, tee o�  at noon.

Shiskine Golf Club
Saturday September 21, Connor 

Smith Memorial Trophy. Tommy 
Dutton and his dad Lee won with 
27 points.

Sunday September 22, club out-
ing to Ardeer. 1 Alice Anderson 
and John Salton 62, 2 Fiona 
Henderson, Elizabeth Kelso, 
Andy Gray 45, 3 Piet Johnston, 
Sheila Gray, Colin Dair 43. Only 
two teams returned with the 
pink ball. Alice and John, Jenni, 
Julia and Willie.

MacHALE - Mike 
Funeral service on 
Friday, 11th of October 
at 10:30am at Holmsford 
Bridge crematorium, 
Dreghorn to which all are 
welcome. Coach available 
from 8:20am ferry and 
returning for 12:30pm 
ferry followed by a wake at 
Kildonan Hall at 2:00pm. 
Bring a bottle and your 
best stories about Mike. If 
you’re de� nitely going on 
the coach please let Katy 
or John know. (Katy; katy_
machale@hotmail.com, 
John; stereo_mic_mmii@
hotmail.com).
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Arran AFC 8
Irvine SB 0

Ayrshire Sunday Div 1

Goal rout for Arran as 
they go third in league

Archie McNicol powers the ball into the top left corner of the net. 

Arran continued their 
unbeaten record this season 
when they won comfortably 
in the league game against 
Irvine SB at Kilwinning 
Sports Club on Sunday. � ey 
now sit third in Division 1 
with a maximum of nine 
points from three games.

Irvine were dealt a blow in 
the � rst couple of minutes of 
the game as their mid� elder 
was given a straight red card 
for a lunge on Christopher 
‘Babbies’ MacNeil.

Arran took the lead when 
Archie McNicol � red in a 
rebound from a tight angle 
and Johnny Sloss got the only 
other goal of the � rst half 
when he was � rst on the scene 
to meet the rebound from 
Ryan Armstrong’s strike.

In the second half, the extra 
man showed as Irvine started 
to tire. Capitalising on this, 
Archie got an impressive 
second half hat-trick to make 
it four in the match.

� e pick of his goals was a 
free kick on the right hand 
side of the area. � e goal-
keeper tried to second guess 
him thinking he would be 
crossing it in but Archie had 
other ideas and stuck the ball 
into the right hand side of the 
goal.

A weary Joel Small came o�  
the bench but showed no signs 
of his previous day’s exertions 
as he burst down the le�  wing 
and held o�  the defender to 
put the ball into the corner 
of the net. At the other end 
Babbies made a great goalline 

clearance to ensure Arran got 
a clean sheet.

Danny Head also got in 
on the goalscoring when he 
latched onto Archie’s pinpoint 
crossed free kick – the keeper 
made a good save but Danny 
knocked on the rebound. 
Johnny added another goal to 
his tally a� er some good build 
up from Arran’s mid� eld. 

Archie was unsurprisingly 

given the man of the match 
award. He � red in four goals 
and chipped in with a couple 
of assists too. 

Archie is looking in formi-
dable form so far this season 
with an impressive 13 goals in 
� ve matches.

A club spokesman said: ‘� e 
players have a well earned 
break next week and so do all 
of their helpers. � is is due 
to Media AFC withdrawing 
from the Only Sport Sunday 
Trophy which will a� ord 
Arran a bye in the next round.

‘Due to this small break the 
club and players would like 

to express their gratitude to 
a number of people. With the 
majority of our games look-
ing like they are going to be 
played on the mainland the 
team relies on a lot of volun-
teers helping us out with li� s 
to try and keep costs down as 
much as possible for the club.

‘We would like to thank 
Tam Borland for the time he 
gives to the team, giving li� s 
and the endless time it takes 
having to sieve through pho-
tos to post for our supporters.

‘We are also pleased to have 
our social media expert Kirsty 
Stewart back to keep people 
informed of latest scores and 
upcoming � xtures. She also 
provides transport and makes 
sure that our le�  mid� elder 
gets to the game and has 
money to pay his game fees.

‘� anks too, to everyone 
else who has been helping us 
out behind the scenes and 
also with li� s and coming to 
support us, especially Lorna, 
Ellis, William Jnr, Doreen 
and Marc.

‘We also wouldn’t have the 
chance to play if it wasn’t for 
the continued support of all 
our sponsors, from our main 
sponsors Arran Energy and 
Little Rock, to people putting 
money in the box at home 
games. � ank you all very 
much.

‘And, last but not least, we 
can’t forget our manager 
Willie Sillars who maybe 
didn’t realise how much work 
goes into running a team, es-
pecially one in our situation. 
He has embraced it though 
and all the players are very 
grateful to him.’

 Photographs:
Tam Borland

Proli� c goalscorer Archie 
McNicol works his way 
towards the goals. 

Joel Small dinks the ball past the keeper to score for Arran. The Irvine SB keeper looks on helplessly as another ball makes it past him. 

Fleet-footed Archie McNicol outwits the Irvine keeper to score his fourth goal of the 
game. 

Ryan Armstrong has an attempt at goal right in front of the Irvine keeper. 
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Arran share the points 
after draw with Troon

Dame of the game Annie McKelvie gets the ball from her defensive D despite tough opposition from Troon. 
01_B40hockeyQ04

Continued from page 28
who also played one half in 
right defence. Susie Murchie, 
Jenny Stark and Hannah 
McCartney were behind 
them in mid�eld and Elyse 
was joined by Ellie Wood and 
Faith McKelvie in defence. 
Ali ‘Ninja’ McKie returned 
to her position between the 
posts as Arran’s goalkeeper. 
New team players Bella Reid 
played in defence and Annie 
McKelvie played le� wing 
during the game, to see where 
they felt most e�ective.

�e �rst half of the game 
remained scoreless as both 
teams pressed up the pitch 
towards the opposition’s goal 
areas, only to be repelled by 
the strong solid defensive 
players and excellent goal-
keeping skills. So many balls 
were turned over by deter-
mined mid�eld players that 
the umpires were running up 
and down the pitch almost as 
much as the players.

�e second half got o� 
to a more positive start for 
Arran, as a few minutes into 
the game Susie retrieved the 
ball in mid�eld and passed 
it to Anne who was clear on 
her right side. Anne saw Mia 
sprinting up the right wing 
and shot the ball to her, where 
she trapped it at the end of 
her stick, looked for Lorraine 
who had run in from the le� 
wing and sent her a perfect 
square pass. Lorraine enticed 
the goalkeeper o� her line as 

she pulled back the ball and 
when she was far enough out, 
Lorraine spun round her, 
dropped low and shot the ball 
o� her stick into the goal.

�e young, fast and skilful 
girls of the opposition fought 
back hard and were rewarded 
with an equaliser less than 10 
minutes later. �is was to be 
the last successful shot of the 
game as both teams stayed 
strong in defence, despite 
many attempts at goal from 
the persistent forwards.

Both teams were happy with 
the one-all result and got 
together to chat over drinks 
at the Douglas Hotel while 
Troon waited for their return 
ferry.

Young Annie McKelvie had 
impressed the Troon ladies 
so much with her dedication 
and constant e�ort on the 
pitch that she was awarded 
dame of the game from them.

With another positive result 
and points on the division 
table, the Arran Ladies have 
a couple of weeks o� over the 
October holidays to recover 
from a busy summer.

�e next game for the Arran 
Ladies will be another home 
game on the Astroturf pitch 
at the Ormidale Pavilion in 
Brodick on Saturday October 
19 against Hillhead 4s. Push 
back time is booked for 
2.30pm and all supporters 
are invited back and would 
be very welcome and 
appreciated.

Mia Walker’s attempt at goal is de�ected by the Troon keeper. 01_B40hockeyQ02

In glorious sunshine Arran players discuss strategy during the half-time break. 01_B40hockeyQ06

Jenny Stark surges ahead and claims possession of the 
ball. 01_B40hockeyQ05
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Honours even as Troon 
take a point in Brodick
Arran Ladies played their 
� rst home game of the season 
against familiar faces from 
Troon Hockey Club on a 
fresh and sunny day which 
attracted a good crowd of  
supporters.

Although the sun welcomed 
the Troon Ladies 2nds to 
Arran, the heavy downpours 
the previous days had water-
logged the pitch and, were it 
not for the dedicated hard 
work of Kenny Morrison, 
who was there from early 
morning, sweeping the pitch 
of all the excess surface 
water, sand and silt that had 
gathered at the top le�  pitch 

Arran Ladies  1
Troon Ladies 2s 1

West District Division 3

end, which gets no sunshine, 
the game might not have gone 
ahead.

Umpire Pauline Reid said: 
‘Many thanks, Kenny, from 
us. Your hard work allowed 
the two umpires to agree that 
the pitch was � t to play on. 
� anks also go to the sup-
porters who turned up on the 
sidelines to cheer on the girls 
for their � rst home match. It 
was very much appreciated.’

Captain Elyse Aitken won 
the toss, chose the shooting 
direction and gave Troon the 
ball to start the game. Arran 
saw the return of Lorraine 
Hewie and Anne Watts up 
front on the forward line, 
with support on the right 
wing from Cerys Herapath 
and the versatile Mia Walker, 

The Arran Ladies pictured at the start of their � rst home match. 01_B40hockeyQ01

Returning player Anne Watts makes a concerted attempt at goal. 01_B40hockeyQ03


