
New homes for sale Cairnhouse, BlackwaterfootJohn Thomson Construction Ltd

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk    |     01770 600 242

HOUSE BUILDING | CONSTRUCTION | HAULAGE | AGGREGATES | PLANT HIRE

Call us for a competitive quote for: 
- Aggregates (incl. chips, stone, gravel & sand)
- Ready Mix Concrete
- Skip Hire
- Haulage & Operated Plant Hire

Also available at JTC in Lamlash:
Building Materials & Supplies -

Timber Workshop -
Petrol & Diesel Station -

Lamlash Motor Garage -

APPRENTICESHIPS AVAILABLE  
We have apprenticeships available for the following trades:
- Bricklaying
- Joinery
- Groundworks
Send your CV to mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk or come 
in and see us.  Applications closing soon! 
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School’s out for leavers

All dressed up and with somewhere to go. The Arran High School sixth year leavers’ dinner was held last week at 
Little Rock in Brodick. For more photographs, turn to page � ve. 01_B23school01

Gin micro-distillery set to 
be built at Cladach shore
Arran is to get its own gin 
distillery which will be built 
on the beachfront at Cladach.

One year on from launching 
Arran’s � rst and only cra�  
gin, the Arran Gin team 
is now forging ahead with 
plans to expand into a pur-
pose-built micro-distillery 
and visitor experience – in 
one of the most idyllic set-
tings on the island.

� e company has bought 
the former Nature Centre, 
which will be knocked down 
to make way for the new 
development, and it is hoped 
could be open next year.

A clear ambition of the 
group from the outset was 
that gin production should 
be on Arran, as well as a con-
temporary visitor experience,  
preferably in close proximity 
to the ferry for easy access, 
whether by car, bikes, walk-
ing and even tra�  c from the 
sea.

Stuart Fraser of Arran Gin 
said: ‘� e goal was to create 
a physical space that re� ects 
the brand and the gin itself: 
bold and distinct. 

‘We also wanted something 

that re� ects the landscape: 
beautiful; unique; a connec-
tion to nature.

‘When we saw that the old 
Nature Centre was on the 
market last year, we took a 
gamble and decided to just 
go for it. We didn’t have any 
� rm plans or even funding 
in place, but we could see 
the potential, and the area is 
spectacular.

‘� e Cladach beachfront 
location is not without its 

Fresh seafood & tasty grilled meats
are combined with daily specials

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.auchrannie.co.uk/brambles

Stuart Fraser.



challenges. We’re keenly 
aware of the rising sea levels 
and the signi�cant �ooding 
and erosion in the area – so 
�rst on the list is looking into 
mitigating �ood risk, and 
making sure we build up on 
stilts of some description.

‘We respect the challenges 
of nature, and we’re going to 
work with it, not against it.

‘Leading the design pro-
ject, Ann Nisbet is one of 
Scotland’s leading young, 
award-winning architects, 
and someone who sees the 
potential and even the fun in 
working with the elements to 
create something truly mod-
ern and yet in keeping with 
nature – so important for a 
botanically-minded business.

‘Sadly, the existing [wood-
en] building won’t be given 
any planning permission and 
will be replaced by something 
more �t for purpose – but 

in keeping with the site.’ 
Stuart explained how it will 
work: ‘An exciting business 
model has been developed 
with a gin school and for-

aging trips, giving visitors a 
chance to experience both the 
botanical collection side of 
the business and the cra�ing 
of the gin.
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Gin micro-distillery set to 
be built at Cladach shore

‘�is is a fully interactive 
experience where you’ll come 
with us on a foraging walk, 
we’ll guide you on the range 
of botanicals you can taste 
and distill. 

‘You’ll then bring your 
harvests back to the distillery 
where we teach you to make 
your own gin on the day, and 
you’ll leave with a bespoke 
bottle. A perfect gi�.

‘It is easy to envisage groups 
and corporate bookings, as 
well as family day-trippers for 
the half-day foraging-trips 
and gin school sessions. 
People are looking for di�er-
ent kinds of experiences com-
ing to destinations such as 
ours. �ey want enrichment 
and fun. 

‘As well as the distillery it-
self and gin school, there will 
be a tasting bar, co�ees and 

Continued from page one

The beachfront old Nature Centre which will make way for the micro-distillery. 
01_B23cladach01

The stone dinosaur will 
be found a new home. 
01_B23cladach02

First gin event to 
be held at Cladach
This weekend are big 
days on the Arran Gin 
team’s calendar. Saturday 
sees its participation 
in a gin-tasting event 
at the Wineport with 
several other regional gin 
producers. 

There will be food, 
music and, of course, 
lots of gins to taste, and 
learn about. Arran Gin 
team members will be 
on-hand to discuss their 
building plans.

Sunday will see a beach 
party taking place on the 
Cladach site of the new 
distillery. 

Before 
initial 
groundwork 
begins, 
the team 
is going 
to host a 
series of 
fun pop-up 

events on the site, to 
draw attention to their 
plans for the distillery 
and gin school venture. 
To begin the pop-ups, 
the team is hosting a 
beach party, complete 
with fun cocktails, and 
G&Ts; Robin Gray’s BBQ; 
Blackwater backhouse 
treats, and some music 
and games. It’s family 
friendly – although 
over-18s only at the gin 
bar!

Hoping for sunshine, 
but sounds like a fun 
afternoon regardless. 

The event 
runs from 
1-6pm at the 
old nature 
centre, 
next to the 
Mountain 
Rescue 
Centre, 
Cladach.

snacks, an outdoor deck and 
seating, and a community 
space for pop-up events and 
hospitality.

‘We’re not putting a �rm 
date on opening, we’ll just 
try to get the doors open as 
soon as we can. �ere’s lots of 
work to do and there will be a 
crowdfunding element which 

will bring some investment 
into completing the project, 
with some fantastic rewards 
and o�ers for participants.

‘And as for the burning 
question of what happens to 
the dinosaur? Don’t worry 
we’re planning to protect it 
or relocate if the tide takes its 
toll,’ Stuart added.
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Ko� ee at Kalimpong in village hall
� e Friends of Dr Graham’s 
Homes are holding a Ko� ee 
for Kalimpong morning at 
Corrie and Sannox village 
hall on Saturday June 15 
from 10.30am until noon.

As usual there will 
be delicious home-
baking,   bric-a-brac and 
hopefully some plants for 
sale. Not to be missed is the 
fabulous ra�  e, stimulating 

company and interesting 
chat.

Please come along and 
support the children of 
Dr Graham’s Homes, 
Kalimpong, east India.

Corrie Primary School 
welcomed lots of visitors to 
its annual spring fair last 
week despite the wet weather.

� e event, which takes 
place throughout the school, 
is run by pupils, parents and 
teachers and raises funds 
for educational equipment, 
school activities and outings.

Visitors in the main hall 
enjoyed cups of tea and a 
selection of nibbles from the 
huge array of home-baking, 
cakes, tablet and treats which 
were all available for sale.

In another class, visitors 
could try their luck at a 
tombola stall or at the ‘guess 
the number of sweeties in a 
jar’ stall which was run by 
pupils. 

� ere was also a stall selling 
hand castings and artworks, 
face painting, a coconut shy 
and a ‘beat the goalie’ game.

All the fun of the fair 

Left, Corrie primary pupils 
manned the stalls and sold 
artworks. 01_B23corrie05

Right, visitors enjoy 
refreshments and home 
baking at the fair. 01_B23corrie04

Hayley Carey is pleased 
with her face painting 
created by Julie Hunter. 
01_B23corrie02; Visitors try their 
hand at the tombola stall. 
01_B23corrie03; Too much choice 
as parents and children sell 
home baking. 01_B23corrie01

Craft skills day at heritage museum
� e Arran Heritage 
Museum at Rosaburn in 
Brodick will be holding its 
second special event day 
of the season tomorrow 
(Sunday) as part of its 40th 
anniversary celebrations.

At the annual cra�  day 
visitors will be able to view 
all kinds of traditional 
skills and cra� s in action. 

Experts will demonstrate 
cra� s including spinning 
and weaving, quilting, 
embroidery, hand-sewing 

and darning, washday 
routines, butter making, 
and lots more throughout 
the a� ernoon. 

Visitors will have the 
chance to join in and 
receive some basic tuition.   
� e event runs from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm.

� e Isle of Arran Pipe 
Band will be performing 
and other traditional 
music-making will also 
be evident throughout the 
a� ernoon. 

� ere will, of course, be 
the ever-popular tombola 
with great prizes, and Café 
Rosaburn will be serving 
up its delicious snacks.

� is event will appeal to 
a wide audience and is an 
enjoyable day out for the 
whole family.

YOURSTORY
share with us: editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142
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A new charitable fund has 
been launched to support 
babies, children and families 
from across Ayrshire and 
Arran who are cared for in 
hospital.

Established by Glasgow 
Children’s Hospital Charity, 
Crosshouse Children’s Fund 
will raise money for the 
children’s wards, maternity 
unit and neonatal unit lo-
cated at University Hospital 
Crosshouse, where many 
Arran babies are born.

� e fund aims to enhance 
hospital experiences for 
patients by providing better  
equipment and support ser-
vices that can help to alleviate 
the worries of a hospital visit.

Each year at University 
Hospital Crosshouse, almost 
8,000 babies, children and 
young people are treated 

within the paediatrics de-
partment; more than 4,000 
within maternity services; 
500 at the neonatal unit and 
almost 13,000 are seen in 

the emergency department. 
Communities across Ayrshire 
and Arran are being asked to 
fundraise and donate to help 
these youngsters and their 

Children’s charity launched 
at Crosshouse hospital

Alex Holmes has his copy of the book signed by Gregor. 01_B23whisky01

Arran Water author’s Brodick book signing
Gregor Adamson was at 
the new-look Book and 
Card Centre in Brodick 
on Saturday signing copies 
of his book Arran Water, 
an island whisky history, 
writes Hugh Boag. 

With a steady stream 
of buyers, it is one of the 
busiest signings the shop 
has held in recent times.

� e book is a fascinating 

insight into the prolif-
eration of illicit whisky 
distillation and smuggling 
on Arran which had its 
heyday in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries 
and was not without trag-
edy when three unarmed 
islanders were shot dead 
by the crew of a Revenue 
Cutter during an incident 
in March 1817.

� e book, published to 
coincide with the opening 
of the new Isle of Arran 
Distillers Lagg distillery, 
also tells of the intermit-
tent legal whisky produc-
tion on the island, chie� y 
at the Old Lagg distillery, 
and brings the story bang 
up to date with the latest 
developments.

families have the best possible 
hospital experiences.

In establishing the fund, 
Glasgow Children’s Hospital 
Charity is expanding its 
reach to support children in 
hospital across the west of 
Scotland. 

To date the charity has al-

ready invested more than £30 
million in to Glasgow’s Royal 
Hospital for Children and 
related paediatric services.

Shona Cardle, chief exec-
utive at Glasgow Children’s 
Hospital Charity, said: ‘We 
are delighted to extend our 
work to support children 
and their families from 
across Ayrshire. Sta�  at NHS 
Ayrshire and Arran already 
provide outstanding care to 
young patients and their fam-
ilies, but we hope that through 
the creation of Crosshouse 
Children’s Fund, we’ll be able 
to help teams at Crosshouse 
achieve even more in key areas 
they wish to develop. All of the 
money raised in support of 

Crosshouse Children’s Fund 
will be invested in Ayrshire, 
and we hope that people, 
businesses and communities 
will get behind this important 
cause.

‘By funding additional 
services and projects – from 
funding specialist medical 
equipment to play resources 
– we hope to help alleviate 
some of the worries a hospital 
visit can bring. Together, we 
can be there for children and 
their families when they need 
us most.’

John Burns, chief executive 
of NHS Ayrshire and Arran, 
said: ‘Having this dedicated 
fund will make it even easier 
for people to donate and they 
can be assured that every pen-
ny raised will be used locally 
to give children and babies 
in hospital the best possible 
experience.’

To show support for 
Crosshouse Children’s 
Fund, please call 01292 
435 197 or visit www.
CrosshouseChildrensFund.
org

Sta�  from University 
Hospital Crosshouse joined 
Shona Cardle of Glasgow 
Children’s Hospital Charity 
and Hazel Borland of 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
alongside families to mark 
the launch of Crosshouse 
Children’s Fund.
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More than 50 Arran High 
School pupils attended 
the sixth-year leavers 
dinner held at Little Rock 
in Brodick last � ursday 
night, writes Hugh Boag.

� e dinner and social 
evening was a chance for 
those leaving, and those 
who have recently le� , 
to say a fond farewell to 
the teachers and sta�  as 
they embark on new life 
adventures.

Time to say goodbye...

From above left: 
Calum McAlister 
had his head 
shaved for the 
evening; Kirstie 
Kerr, Ellie Ewing 
and Rachel Brown 
with Cecilia Paul at 
the dinner; Some of 
the school leavers 
get into the party 
mood; Some of the 
leavers with music 
head James O’Neill; 
Finlay Aherne 
bought an Elvis 
gnome for Steve 
Garraway, but it 
didn’t survive the 
night in one piece.

Right, the 52 school 
leavers who attended 
the event. 
All photographs: David Hogg
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Scottish Water will be carry-
ing out repair and upgrading 
works to the pumping station 
on the waterfront across from 
Arran Active from Monday 
June 10.

It follows the temporary 
repair which was carried out 
in April to bring in an electric 
pump, as previously reported 
by the Banner, following 
months of complaints from 

nearby residents of the noisy 
diesel generation which was 
being used.

Now the pipework, some of 
it 23�  (seven metres) under-
ground,  will be permanently 
repaired as part of the works. 
However, the promenade will 
remain open and there will 
be no impact on the A841 or 
parking near the pumping 
station, as all works will be 

carried out within the site. 
George Leslie Ltd will be 
carrying out these works on 
behalf of Scottish Water and 
the work is anticipated to last 
approximately three weeks.

A Scottish Water spokes-
woman said: ‘We would like 
to thank everyone in advance 
for their patience and under-
standing, while we carry out 
these essential works.’ 

Open day at 
Bellevue Farm
Blackwaterfoot
� e Currie family at Bellevue 
Farm in Blackwaterfoot are 
holding an open farm day 
again tomorrow (Sunday).  
� e event will take place 
from 10am to 4pm and is a 
great way for people to see 
what happens on a tradition-
al working Arran farm.

Visitors to the farm will be 
able to see lambs, cows and 
calves, pigs, poultry, hatching 
chicks, pigs, donkeys and can 
have a tractor and trailer ride 
through the � elds. 

� ere will also be sheep 
shearing, spinning, a vintage 
tractor display and a show 
of all the farm’s tractors and 
machinery.

Open Farm Sunday is 
a countrywide initiative 
managed by LEAF (Linking 
Environment And Farming) 
whereby farmers are 
encouraged to open their 
doors to the public. 

Entry to the event is free of 
charge but donations will be 
collected for ArCaS.

Anyone requiring further 
information should contact 
the farm by email at: belleve-
ufarmcottages@btinternet.
com, text 07740 986803 or 
via the Facebook page.

The farm will be open on 
Sunday, from 10am-4pm.

Work to upgrade pumping station starts on Monday
The  work 
to upgrade 
the pumping 
station will 
take place 
within the 
site.

� ese cyclists have just ar-
rived in Brodick at the start 
of a charity cycle challenge.

� e 75 cyclists le�  Arran 
last Friday to pedal more than 
250 miles to Aberdeen to 
raise more than £200,000 for 
some of Scotland’s most de-
serving causes. It was the 11th 
annual coast-to-coast ride 
organised by BP employees, 
who have now raised more 
than £1.4million for charity 
in more than a decade.

� is was the largest number 
to date, with 53 current 
Aberdeen-based BP employ-
ees, 12 retirees and 10 from 
other companies, including 
Cairn Energy and Conoco. 
Just under half were new 
riders and about a quarter of 
them were women.

Leaving Arran on Friday, 

the riders, all wearing team 
kit, crossed over to the Mull 
of Kintyre and rode up the 
side of Loch Fyne staying 
overnight in Inverarnan. Day 
two saw them ride up the 
side of Loch Tay, stopping 
at Glenshee, and completed 
their journey cycling through 

Braemar and Royal Deeside.
Each year, any of the 

riders can submit charities 
to support. � is year’s fund 
will go to Prostate Scotland, 
Streetwork, Aberdeen Foyer, 
Mental Health Aberdeen, and 
Gravitate North East.

One of the ride organisers, 

Giles Mackey, had very per-
sonal reasons for putting for-
ward Prostate Scotland. He 
said: ‘Eighteen months ago 
my father was diagnosed with 
prostate cancer. � ankfully, 
the condition was caught 
early and all the signs are that 
his treatment has been suc-

cessful. It underlined to me, 
however, just how important 
prostate awareness is. I want 
more men to get checked 
early and raising funds for 
Prostate Scotland seemed like 
a great way to make sure that 
happens.’

Each rider is expected to 
raise around £1,000 in per-
sonal sponsorship. Additional 
funds are generated through 
collections, tombolas and 
social events. BP matches the 
money raised by individuals. 
If anyone wishes to con-
tribute, do so here: https://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
Team/BPC2C11

Coast to coast cycle 
challenge leaves Arran

The BP cyclists arrive at 
the Brodick ferry terminal 
ready to kick o�  their 
250-mile cycle in aid of 
charity. 01_B23cycle01

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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� e row over vehicle access 
to the new council houses 
to be built at Springbank in 
Brodick shows no sign of 
being resolved.

At the Arran Community 
Council meeting last week, 
members again expressed 
their concern over heavy 
construction vehicles using 
the winding Brathwic Place 
to get to the site where 34 
new council houses are to be  
built.

As highlighted by the 
Banner last month, residents 
say the streets around the 
Brathwic Terrace building 
site are just not safe for 
construction tra�  c given the 
built-up nature of the area, 
number of children who 
play there and the nearby 
playpark.

Community council mem-
ber Peter McMullen warned 
that any weekend working 
would be a ‘recipe for disaster’ 
saying his own brother had 
been killed by a commerical 
vehicle at a weekend.

Another Brodick member, 
Colin MacKenzie, said 
there had already been a big 
increase in heavy tra�  c with 
lorries removing soil from 
the site ‘seven or eight times 
a day’.

However, chairman Bill 
Calderwood said that, while 
there had been no noti� cation 
publicised, he understood this 
was material which had been 
le�  when the site was cleared 
for emergency generators 
during Snowmaggedon in 

2013 and no one, at the time, 
would pay for its removal.

North Ayrshire Council, 
which is building the houses, 
does not need to go through 
the same planning process 
as a private builder, but the 
community council had 
already written to it express-
ing is concern. However the 
council reply has failed to 
satisfy members and they 
have written again.

One of their main thrusts of 
argument is that they want to 
see an existing right-of-way 
footpath reopened to take 
the construction tra�  c away 
from the houses.

However, this has been 
ruled out by the council, but 
the community council has 
now responded stating: ‘You 
advise that “the creation of 
a new road, including asso-
ciated drainage and street 
lighting, were not viable”. 
Was it ever considered that 
temporary construction vehi-
cle access could be provided, 

and the land returned to cur-
rent condition on conclusion 
of the work? � is may be a 
viable option which would 
avert the risk to the residents.’

� e community council 
also says: ‘We should like to 
emphasise that the focus of 
objection to date by Hillview 
and Brathwic residents is 
important and which we sup-
port. Equally important is the 
safe access for all road users 
including the construction 
tra�  c to Alma Road from the 
Shore Road. � is currently 
causes objections and delays 
associated to parking, line 
of sight and other obstacles 
at either end of this possible 
access route.’

� e community council 
says it wishes to discuss the 
situation with o�  cials before 
any contracts for the work 
are issued and signed a� er 
which it is concerned that any 
changes would require a legal 
challenge and signi� cant 
costs.

Fight goes on to stop 
contruction traffi c

Work has started clearing 
the site before any 
building work can begin. 
01_B23brathwic01

A solo show by Lamlash 
artist Lesley Lockhart has 
been attracting a lot of 
attention at Casks Cafe in 
the Lochranza Distillery 
visitor centre.

� e exhibition, which 
features a wide variety of 
Lesley’s work, runs until 
June 25. Lesley says: ‘I’ve 
always had an interest 
in the decorative arts. 
Painting mainly in oils 
and acrylics, I favour 
rich colour and texture. 
I’m stimulated by any 
decoration: whether 
painted, lettered, or 
stitched ... and gardens.’

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

However, it may already 
be too late. North Ayrshire 
Council told the Banner as 
we went to press, that a ‘meet-
the-builder’ consultation 
event is due to be held in 
the Ormidale Pavilion on 
Wednesday June 19, with the 

contractor in attendance.
A North Ayrshire Council 

spokesman said: ‘Road safety 
and tra�  c management is 
one of our key considerations 
in the design and implemen-
tation of our council housing 
projects.

‘From the earliest design 
stage, we have been able to 
con� rm that the surrounding 
road infrastructure has the 
capacity to accommodate 
the construction tra�  c and 
the limited additional vehicle 
movements from the eventual 
new occupants of the homes.

‘In addition, the building 
contractor will be required to 
prepare a tra�  c management 
plan which will be submitted 
to, and approved by, the 
council prior to works start-

ing on site. � is will outline 
all construction vehicle 
movements and frequencies.

‘� is plan is currently being 
dra� ed by the contractor 
and will be available for the 
community council and 
local residents to review and 
discuss at the � nal plans and 
‘meet-the-builder’ consulta-
tion event which is scheduled 
to take place at the Ormidale 
Pavilion on June 19. � e con-
tractor will be in attendance 
at the event.

‘All new development 
investment gives rise to some 
level of disruption and incon-
venience to local residents, 
however, both the council 
and our contractors have de-
veloped extensive experience 
of managing this process 
successfully through a range 
of previous housing projects. 
We will work together with 
the contractor to ensure any 
disruption is minimised.’

Artist Lesley’s solo exhibition

Part of the exhibition at the 
visitor centre, and, inset, one 
of the paintings on display. 
01_B23lesley01 and 01_B23lesley02
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Thought for the week

‘Whatever you ask in my name, 
I will do it, that the Father may 
be glori� ed in the Son; if you ask 
anything in my name, I will do 
it.’ John 14:13-14

Arran Gin is coming home to 
be produced at a brand new 
micro-distillery.

� at’s the great news this 
week from the team behind 
Arran Gin who always 
pledged that their gin would 
be entirely cra� ed and 
produced on the island.

In order to get up and run-
ning, the � edging company 
created the botanicals for the 
distinctive Arran Gin which 
is presently being produced 
at famous Glenshee Cra�  
Distillery in Perthshire.

But all that is about to 
change. Stuart Fraser and 
the team have bought the old 
Nature Centre at Cladach 
and the site, once the 
existing building is knocked 
down, will be turned into a 
micro-distillery and visitor 
experience.

� at is because they want 
to do much more than just 
produce gin. � e beachfront 
location is ideal to take 
visitors on foraging walks and 
then turn their harvest into 
their own unique spirit.

It is a bold and ambitious 
move which will not come 
cheap, which is why there will 
be a crowdfunding initiative 
launched, which we expect 
more details of over the 
summer months.

In the meantime, with a new 
whisky distillery at Lagg and 
Arran Gin taking it to the 
next level, it is not surprising 
spirits on the island are high.

High spirits
Salmon farm reality 
not what SSC portray
Sir,
I was appalled to read the travesty of 
the self-congratulatory letter from 
the Scottish Salmon Company (SSC) 
which appeared in the June 1 edition 
of � e Arran Banner.

How rosy the salmon farming 
economy portrayed by the SSC 
appears from their point of view: 
10 new jobs, £10 million to the 
economy (all unsubstantiated) and 
always a willingness to be helpful in 
promoting their farming methods.

I recall their recent public pres-
entation in Lochranza promoting 
the SSC plans for a 5,000 tonne 
salmon farm at Millstone Point, 
NE Arran, just around the corner 
from Lochranza, resulted in the 
whole village turning out to object. 
Also, I attended one of their recent, 
much-vaunted Q&A sessions in 
Brodick at which no Arran resident 
was in favour of Millstone Point or 
the SSC. Discussing these issues 
with other Arran attendees at other 
Q&A sessions, the common view 
was similarly that nobody wanted 
an SSC presence local to Arran. 
� ere is a common wish to preserve 
a hitherto pristine north end Arran 
environment.

Sadly, the reality with the SSC is 
tonnes of their farmed salmon in 
Loch Fyne and yes, even in Lamlash 
Bay, dying of asphyxiation in those 
polluted waters, use of overcrowded 
open net � sh cages, plagues locally 
of sea lice around these cages 
preying on these trapped � sh, with 
infection carried to the remaining 
Scottish migratory � sh and metres 
of thick salmon faeces beneath the 
open cages contaminating the sea 
bed and local � sheries due to the 
preferred low tide locations of these 
farms.

Why is Millstone Point being 
selected by the SSC? It is because 
it is currently in unpolluted water 
with again a very low tidal � ow. � e 
low tidal � ow was the reason for its 
previous selection as the site for the 
famous ‘measured nautical mile’.

SSC do not advertise the fact that 
5kg of wild � sh must be killed to 
produce food for 1kg of farmed 
salmon. How long can we keep on 
perpetuating this madness?

I do not believe that most people 
are against salmon farming as an 
industry, which is perhaps inevita-
ble, but I do believe most people will 
be against the SSC promotion of its 
current open net farming methods 
did they but know the havoc that 
these are causing to our and our 
children’s environment. It is up 
to the SSC to use salmon farming 
methods that do not hazard the 

environment (which exist) and to 
regain the con� dence of the public, 
which it currently does not have, be-
fore pressing for even more salmon 
farms.

John Ford, Lochranza.

Motorcycle show on 
track for museum
� e seventh Arran Motorcycle Show 
will take place at the Arran Heritage 
Museum in Brodick on Sunday June 
23.

We are keen to hear from anyone 
who has a bike which they would 

like to be included in the show. It 
doesn’t have to be in great condition; 
nor does it have to be old either, 
just so long as it’s interesting. We 
are keen to include classic cars and 
other interesting vehicles too. � ey 
don’t have to be in show condition 
either, so long as they would be of 
interest to visitors to the show.

If you’ve got a motorbike or other 
vehicle you think would be of inter-
est, we would be delighted to hear 
from you. Please contact any of the 
organisers to let us know. Our email 
addresses are as follows: Ian Leitch,        
i a n . le i tch@btop enworld .com; 

The sail training ship Thalassa is a fairly regular sight in Arran waters, but is usually seen anchored 
in Lamlash Bay. However, reader Jim Arnold took this photograph of the three-masted barque at 
Lochranza Pier last Friday. ‘Having to climb the rigging and work the sails must be a somewhat 
di� erent experience from being on one of the large cruise liners I see passing Whiting Bay that have 
been up to call at Greenock,’ Jim remarked.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure 
all our reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes happen 
from time to time. If you think we have made 
a signi�cant mistake and you wish to discuss 
this with us, please let us know as soon as pos-
sible by any of the three methods: emailing 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the 
chief reporter on 01770 302142 or write to 
the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
We will try to resolve your issue in a timeous, 
reasonable and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatis�ed with our response, you 
can contact IPSO, which will investigate the 
matter, by emailing: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 

The Editor welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only be considered if 
they have a name, full address and phone number.

Ronnie Logan,            ronald.logan1@ntl  
world.com; Lenny Hartley            liquid  
lenny@hotmail.com

We can also be contacted via 
our Facebook page (Arran Classic 
Motorcycle Show) or by speaking to 
us directly.

We can usually accept last-minute 
entries, too, if you can get to the 
museum by around 10am on the 
morning of the show. We look for-
ward to seeing you.

Ronnie Logan, Corrie.

Arran Development 
Trust is housing body
Sir,
I am delighted to inform you the 
Arran Development Trust has been 
approved by Scottish ministers as a 
rural housing body. �is designation 
will take e�ect from June 30 and it 
is now making its way through the 
�nal stages of the parliamentary 
process.

Rural housing body status enables 
the Arran Development Trust to 
insert a rural housing burden on 
the title deeds of land and buildings 
to ensure they are utilised only as 
principal residences and not as sec-
ond or holiday homes and by doing 
so, it will enable the ADT to ensure 
the new homes built/self-build plots 
remain a�ordable in perpetuity.  

It also extends the right of 
pre-emption, which allows the ADT 
to purchase land or buildings �rst, 

if it/they are identi�ed by the ADT 
as being of bene�t to the Arran 
community.

May I take this opportunity on 
behalf of the ADT board to thank 
all those members and businesses 
who took part in the process and 
spoke so eloquently and positively 
in favour of this unique designation.  
It is so very much appreciated and 
will have a hugely positive impact 
on the future of the community and 
sustainability of Arran.

Sheena Borthwick-Toomey,
Secretary, Arran Development
Trust.

Praise for  toilets in 
private charge
Sir,
I have been coming to Arran for a 
very long time and was always a bit 
disgusted with the public toilets.

Not any more. I take my hat o� to 
all the ladies/men who have taken 
over the toilets as the council no 
longer will fund these. �ese toilets 
are now �rst class, clean, with all 
you require provided and all they 
ask is a donation to help keep this 
going.

I must congratulate all these un-
sung heroes as they are providing a 
necessary service for the island and 
as a regular holidaymaker I thank 
you and keep up the good work 
which is very much appreciated.

Irene Allison, Airdrie.

Timothy joins volunteers to help plant bedding plants in the village tubs. 

Lamlash volunteers keep village blooming
Lamlash Improvements Associ-
ation (LIA) volunteers have helped 
to bring an extra bit of colour to 
the village by planting a number 
of attractive bedding plants in the 
village tubs.

Following the cessation of North 
Ayrshire Council maintaining the 
tubs, the villagers have taken it 
upon themselves, for the second 
year, to ensure that they are re-
planted each season and looking 
their best.

Timothy Billings, chairman 
of LIA and a North Ayrshire 
councillor, said: ‘We are so fortu-
nate to have a dedicated team of 
volunteers that carry out jobs like 
these, and over the summer the 
tubs are watered and maintained 
by individuals and businesses that 
are close to the tubs.’

Funding for the �owers this 
year came from the participatory 
budgeting event, run earlier in the 
year by North Ayrshire Council. 

Groups were able to bid for up 
to £1,000, and residents voted 
for which projects should get the 
money.

Councillor Billings said: ‘With 
local groups, such as Lamlash 
Improvements, taking on work 
traditionally done by the North 
Ayrshire Council, being able to 
access funding makes a huge 
di�erence. I hope that this part-
nership working with the council 
is able to continue.’

Housing bid has been withdrawn
Auchrannie Leisure Ltd have with-
drawn their application for planning 
permission in principle for two new 
housing plots on Auchrannie Road.

It had been the fourth time an ap-
plication had been made for the site, 
which is part of the Doctor’s Wood 
which contain historic trees some 

of which are up to 150 years old. 
One objection to the plan stated: 
‘�e trees are of mixed species, 
among them scarce elms immune to 
Dutch elm disease. �e bulk of them 
are large, mature species of great 
beauty, and presumably date from 
the time when Auchrannie itself 

was the downer house attached to 
the castle.’

SEPA also opposed the application 
due to the �ooding risk and the West 
of Scotland Archaeology Service 
wanted a survey of the site carried 
out before any work started as it has 
potential prehistoric signi�cance.
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by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Residents, community groups 
and businesses on Arran are 
being encouraged to join 
online discussions around 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
future priorities.

� ese conversations are 
hosted on Consul, an online 
participation platform that’s 
used by governments across 
Europe to engage with 
citizens.

Consul has been adopted 
by COSLA, the national body 
representing Scottish local au-
thorities, and North Ayrshire 
Council is one of four Scottish 
councils piloting the site.

On the platform, residents 
can join in discussion 
threads, vote for projects 
they would like to see come 
to fruition in their locality, 
agree or disagree with ideas 
and comments made by other 
users or make suggestions of 
their own.

And with the council set to 
launch its new vision, mission 
and priorities for the years 
ahead with the publication of 
its new council plan titled A 
Council that is Fair for All, a 
dedicated area has been cre-
ated on Consul for people to 
join in deeper conversations 

around what could be done to 
create a fairer North Ayrshire.

� e council hopes that the 
platform will help create bet-
ter interaction, participation 
and integration with the local 
community.

� e platform is already 
being used in the ongoing 
consultation around the 
future roles of libraries, halls 
and centres.   It provides resi-
dents with another way to get 
involved in the consultation 
and have their say – if they 
cannot attend the face-to-
face drop-in sessions or 
workshops.

It’s also a place where 
people can take part in the 
current open spaces grounds 
maintenance participatory 
budgeting vote, by selecting 
the projects they want to see 
happen in their locality.

Council Leader Joe 
Cullinane said: ‘To help 
deliver our new council plan, 
we need a fresh approach and 
a closer relationship with our 
communities and residents if 
we are to see positive change 
happen.

‘A� er all, if we all play a part 
in shaping North Ayrshire, 
it bene� ts the lives of our 

residents and their future. 
‘� at’s why the introduction 
of Consul is so important as 
it provides a new way of en-
gaging with our communities 
about what matters to them.

‘We’re opening up conver-
sations and asking for their 
input on issues that we can 
all collectively have a positive 
impact on – whether that’s 
how to create stronger and 
more active communities or 
overcoming the barriers to 
getting into work.

‘I would encourage our 
residents, community groups, 
businesses and partners to 
join in and help us make 
North Ayrshire fair for all.’

To join the discussions, 
create an account online 
at: www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk/CouncilPlan. Once 
registered, you can join in 
any discussion or vote hosted 
on North Ayrshire’s Consul 
platform.

� e council plan can be 
viewed on the same link 
above.   � e document is cur-
rently in dra�  and is expected 
to go before elected members 
at the end of June with a � nal 
version published pending 
their approval.

New online engagement tool 
gives a voice to community

Last Saturday COAST 
launched its snorkelling tast-
er courses from the Octopus 
Centre, Lamlash, and what a 
fabulous inaugural session it 
was.

� e six clients led by Brian 
and Amanda Grindall, with 
Pat Green in attendance as 
shore safety watch, were 
kitted up in full wetsuits, 
masks and snorkels before 
being briefed about safety 
procedures and then entering 
the water which, despite the 
recent heavy rain, was crystal 
clear.

� e aim of the taster ses-
sions is to teach clients how 
to use snorkelling equipment, 
how to be safety conscious 
and how to develop con� -
dence in the water. 

� ere was an emphasis on 
having a fun time testing 
the equipment and tech-

niques: clients performed 
somersaults, handstands, 
mask clearing and other 
con� dence building activities 
before going o�  to explore the 
depths accompanied by their 
buddies.

Brian told the Banner. ‘� e 

waters opposite COAST are 
teeming with life and all one 
has to do to experience it is to 
snorkel slowly and carefully 
through their environment. 
Crabs, snails, shell� sh, anem-
ones and forests of seaweed 
providing shelter for small 

� sh were observed and as one 
client remarked – it was like 
being in a submarine cruising 
over a new world.  At the end 
of the session the clients were 
presented with certi� cates of 
attendance and advice as to 
what their next steps could 

be.’ � ese snorkelling taster 
sessions will be held once 
a week from now until the 
end of August. For further 
details either visit the COAST 
website athttps://www.

a r ra ncoast .com/snorkel-
ling-hire/ and follow the link 
to the Eventbrite page to see 
available dates, phone 01770 
600656, or visit in person to 
book a place.

Beginners make a splash at 
snorkelling taster session

Participants in their snorkelling gear; and right, getting serious at the safety brie� ng.
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Film Club 
showing
Summer 1993 ( 2017, Spain. 
Cert U, 96 mins)
Corrie Films’  June event is 
Carla Simon’s award-win-
ning, beautiful and touching 
� lm, Summer 1993.

In this autobiographical 
� lm, six-year-old Frida 
moves in with other 
members of her family a� er 
the death of her mother. 
� ough welcomed by her 
new ‘parents’, she takes a 
long time to settle in to her 
new home.

Punctuated by moments 
of youthful exuberance and 
mature realisation, this 
coming-of-age drama is 
an extraordinarily moving 
snapshot of being a child in 
an adult world, anchored by 
� awless performances by its 
two young stars. Not to be 
missed.

See this � lm in Corrie 
and Sannox Village Hall 
on Sunday June 9 at 8pm. 
Everyone welcome.

� e winners of the Lochranza 
and Catacol 200 Club May 
draw were: � rst prize Allison 
McChlery, second prize 
Lilian Brown.

Club draw winners

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

� is year saw the 13th Arran 
Mountain Festival continue 
to be as popular as ever with 
the increased diversity of the 
walks programme attracting 
a large number of partici-
pants and nearly every event 
booked to full capacity ahead 
of the festival.

For the � rst time, in addi-
tion to the walks programme, 
the introduction of mountain 
running events attracted en-
couraging numbers of local 
and visiting runners. � e 
popularity of this will ensure 
it is repeated and further 
developed next year.

Sadly, the weather could 
have been kinder, particu-
larly on the Saturday, but 
the Friday and Sunday were 
better.

� e festival also provided 
evening events over the 
weekend in the form of 

the Arran geology and 
mountain-themed talk at 
the Ormidale on the Friday, 
followed by a stomping night 
of ceilidh dancing at Brodick 
hall which was bursting at the 
seams.

� e festival philosophy of 
‘small groups, big walks, huge 

fun’ is at the core of what the 
festival committee attempts 
to achieve and the feedback 
across the festival weekend 
seems to con� rm that this has 
been achieved.

Festival chairman Jackie 
Kemp said: ‘It is important to 
highlight that the festival is 

an entirely community-run, 
self-� nanced event organised 
by a front-line committee 
of volunteers, to which the 
festival is forever grateful.

‘Further thanks must also 
go to all the local businesses 
and individuals who support 
us in many ways, including 

ra�  e donations, accommo-
dation support, sponsorship, 
musicians and the army of 
home bakers. � e festival 
is only possible due to the 
dedicated, quali� ed and 
experienced volunteer walk 
leaders who, year a� er year, 
continue to donate their time 
and expertise.

‘Many thanks to you all, and 
just a note that we are already 
planning for AMF 2020, May 
15 to 18. We look forward to 
seeing you there.’

Photographs from many of 
this year’s events are available 
on the Arran Mountain 
Festival’s Facebook page and 
further details on next year’s 
festival, and information 
on joining the committee, 
is available at   www.arran-
mountainfestival.co.uk

Arran mountain fest 
hits new heights

Participants take in the 
stunning views during the 
Witch’s Step guided walk. 
Photograph: Corinna Goeckeritz.
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Volunteers’  Week began on June 1. Its purpose is to celebrate the many millions of volunteers up and down the country 
and the valuable contribution they make to their communities. As well as helping others, volunteering has been shown to 
improve volunteers’ wellbeing too. It is human nature to feel good after helping someone out. Volunteering can help you 
gain valuable new skills and experiences, and boost your con� dence. Volunteering hours have an economic value and 
contribute millions of pounds to the economy, so it is de� nitely something worth celebrating.

There are many di� erent ways of volunteering so here are a few examples: coaching 
a football team, beach cleans, cooking, gardening, crafting, befriending, retail, o�  ce 
work and, don’t forget, micro-volunteering which can be anything from giving 
someone a lift to carrying someone’s shopping bags.

To get involved in volunteering, contact Ailsa Yuill on 
01770 600611, email ailsa.yuill@arrancvs.org.uk or come and 
see us at our o�  ce in Park Terrace, Lamlash.

Arran’s 
inspiring 
volunteers
They are Arran’s inspiring volunteers who are being 
recognised this week as part of Volunteers’ Week.
Arran Community and Voluntary Service are keen to 
encourage others to join their ranks to support the many 
organisations on the island who help the community in a 
variety of di� erent ways.
The ACVS on Monday held a drop-in day at the Cosy 
Room at the Co-op in Brodick on Monday to outline the 
volunteering opportunities available and to encourage 
people to get involved.
If you would like to � nd out more about 
volunteering, get in touch with Ailsa Yuill, ACVS on 
01770 600611, email ailsa.yuill@arrancvs.org.uk

Ailsa and Vicki Yuill with the volunteering posters at the ACVS drop-in day.

Vicki chats to potential volunteers. A board showing the range of 
volunteer opportunities.



What do you get out of volunteering? 

With Art in Mind, we all get involved in art after a social chat 
over co� ee, and we all help one another, making sure everyone 
has paper and paints or pastels, and knows what to do.  As a 
befriender, I take someone out shopping and for a co� ee and 
keep in touch with them by phone.

Why do you think volunteering is important? 

In the present economic climate, I think volunteers are what 
makes our world go around, and they support so many people in 
di� erent ways.

Gavin Steven
What are your interests and 
what group/groups you 
volunteer for?  I am interested 
in model boat building, 
hillwalking, home wine making, 
dinghy sailing.  I volunteer with 
the following three groups: 
Brodick Lunch Club, assisting 
in the enabling the lunch club 
in Glen Estate; COAST, being 
part of the group that tries to 
inform on the marine environment by being part of the front 
of o�  ce team, and assisting in technical issues where needed; 
Whiting Bay Improvement, assisting in general improvements to 
the environment.

What inspired you to begin volunteering?  

Willingness to put back e� ort into the community and 
environment to improve where and how we live.

What do you get out of volunteering?  

Just a sense of making things better for others and our legacy to 
the environment.

Why do you think volunteering is important?  

We are all part of inter-related groups and the interactions from 
which we bene� t.  No-one is an island.

Yvonne Bailey
What are your interests and 
what group/groups you 
volunteer for?  I am interested 
in art and outdoor activities. 
I volunteer for The Umbrella 
Group, which is an indoor crafts 
group, which meets once a 
week. I also volunteer for Arran 
Visual Arts, an enthusiastic 
group of amateur and 
professional artists.

What inspired you to begin volunteering and what do you 
get out of it?  

I volunteered because I enjoy helping others by spending a little 
time sharing and experiencing di� erent materials with a cup of 
tea.

What do you get out of volunteering?  A community couldn’t 
do without volunteers as they help to make things happen and 
bring people and villages together.
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Frazer Barr
What are your interests and 
what group/groups you 
volunteer for? 

Golf, rugby and football. I 
volunteer for Arran United 
Football Club coaching aged 
6-8 years on a Friday night 
and attend tournaments 
when we have them.  I also as 
volunteer for Arran Rugby Club 
as a secretary. I take to do with 
organising the annual sevens.

What inspired you to begin volunteering?  

Spending more time with my son inspired me to help out 
coaching.  Matt Harvey, being the main man at the time at AUFC, 
led the way creating the club and doing a lot of work to get it o�  
the ground, so I felt if I could help I would.

What do you get out of volunteering?  

I get a sense of satisfaction from the kids wanting to come back 
week on week, seeing their skills improve and winning games at 
mainland tournaments where resources are much larger.

Why do you think volunteering is important?   

Without volunteering in a local community none of these 
facilities would exist.  I’m obviously not the only one: with 
Sharlene, Alan, Ross and Martin, I think we have around 40 kids 
on a Friday night.  As someone said to me, ‘No matter the skill 
level, they are better out and about than in front of a screen.’ Also, 
without volunteers, I wouldn’t have had the sports club when I 
was younger.

Barb Taub
What are your interests and 
what group/groups you 
volunteer for? 

Interests in writing and 
travelling.  Since I just live 
uphill from the shop, I’m the 
� ll-in volunteer at Eco Savvy 
if someone can’t make a shift. 
Like the other Eco Savvy 
volunteers, I price donations, 
arrange stock, help customers, 
take payments and, most of all, 
spend time getting to know customers who come from around 
the corner and from all over the world.

What inspired you to begin volunteering? 
Everywhere I’ve lived, it’s felt right to volunteer. But with Eco 
Savvy, the universe had a hand in my decision. When we were 
looking for a house on Arran, we were considering one in 
Whiting Bay. Trying to get a feel for the village, I stepped into 
the Eco Savvy shop, and there on a shelf in a corner, I found my 
answer. I’d been hauling around eight antique tiles for years, 
thinking that if I could just � nd one more, I could make the 
cooker backsplash of my dreams. That missing tile was waiting 
for me at Eco Savvy. The universe had spoken! We bought the 
house, put up the tiles (visitors almost never guess which was 
the missing tile), and I joined Eco Savvy as a volunteer.

What do you get out of volunteering? 

As an American expat, I’m relatively new to the UK and Scotland. 

But volunteering lets me meet both visitors and my neighbours, 
makes me feel a part of something important, and – although, 
oddly enough, my husband doesn’t list this in the bene� ts 
column – often means I � nd wonderful buys as well!

Why do you think volunteering is important? 

I think, especially for newcomers like me, there is no better 
way to feel part of a community than to give it my time and 
commitment. Of course, I’m really the big winner on that one.

Simon 
Ross-Gill
What are your interests and 
what group/groups you 
volunteer for?  
Over the past two years have 
volunteered for COAST, Whiting 
Bay Memories, Eco Savvy’s 
Whiting Bay shop, Woodside 
Arran, Cladach Community 
Garden, among other local 
groups, and I also created the 
Arran Green Map because I was losing track of all the great things 
happening on Arran. 

What do you do for the group?  Have undertaken various 
tasks from growing vegetables to making price labels, putting up 
gazebos to designing posters and � yers. 

What inspired you to begin volunteering?  

To be of service to Arran’s community, and also to help make 
Arran a more self-su�  cient and sustainable community.

What do you get out of volunteering?  
Because I work on my computer as a graphic designer, 
volunteering is a great opportunity to get away from the screen 
and go out and speak to people. I have also learned new skills 
and met many brilliant people. 

Why do you think volunteering is important?
I think it is important to serve Arran’s community the best way I 
can. 

Jan McGregor
What are your interests and 
what group/groups you 
volunteer for? 

I started volunteering when I 
retired from work, recognising 
that I still needed something 
to do.  When my husband 
died, I needed a purpose in life, 
and keep myself busy with all 
these activities.  I de� nitely gain 
satisfaction from doing things 
with and for other people.  I 
think volunteering gives you a reason to get out of bed in the 
morning, gives your life structure and purpose, and generally 
makes you feel your own life is worth living.

What inspired you to begin volunteering? 

I am interested in art and walking, and especially in how getting 
out and/or being creative can improve the quality of someone’s 
life.  I volunteer with Art in Mind regularly, the Umbrella Group 
occasionally and have been a befriender for 12 years.

Eco Savvy Volunteers’ Week
Eco Savvy have many volunteering opportunities which could be for a few hours or a day. 
There are lots of opportunities from helping in their community shop in Whiting Bay, holding 
a craft and upcycling workshop, helping with the Food Share scheme or helping from 
home with social media, designing posters/signage, researching donated items, looking for 
upcycling ideas, organising events, writing Eco Product reviews ... the list is endless! 
So, whatever your talents or amount of time you have,  if you fancy joining us, or 
would just like more information about volunteering with any of our projects, please 
email val.ecosavvy @gmail.com or telephone the shop on 01770 700 417. We look 
forward to hearing from you.
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Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Both participants and 
supporters felt the heat at 
the annual primary school 
swimming gala held at the 
Auchrannie hotel pool last 
week.

While supporters in the 
pool area   were feeling the 
high temperatures, in the 
pool it was the high level of 
competition that sent tem-
peratures soaring.

� e annual event, which 
attracts a large number of 
spectators, took place under 
the watchful eye of race 
supervisor and starter Sally 
Hunter with assistance from 
head teacher Barry Smith, 
Julie McGhee and teachers 
from the various schools.

Archie McNicol, who has 
helped to organise the event 
for more than � ve years, 
also volunteered his time to 
return to Arran to assist once 
more. Joining him was Eilidh 
Hamill and Linda Johnston 
of Auchrannie, who recorded 
the results and handed out 
the medals and trophies.

A highlight of the event, 
and one that saw the audience 
enthusiastically shouting 
their encouragement, is 
the champions’ race which, 
this year, was won by Jack 
Popplewell in the boys’ event 
and Ruby Wright in the girls’ 
� nal.

Organisers thanked Linda 
Johnston for her assistance 
and all of the participants, 
teachers and everyone else 
who helped to play an inval-
uable part in ensuring the 
event was another success.

� e full results were: P1 girls 
– one width: 1 Tia McKinnon, 
2 Haley Gilster. P1 boys – one 
width: 1 Oliver Gaw, 2, Calum 
Brand, 3 Gabriele Cassinino. 
P1 boys – one width: 1 Noah 
Scott, 2 Luca Duncan, 3 Euan 
Fleming.

P2 girls – one width: Izzy 
Early, 2 Maria Dolza, 3 Mavis 
Helliwell. P2 boys – one width: 
1 Gregor Campbell, 2 Brodie 
Calder, 3 Mac McArdle. 
Champions’ race girls: 1 Ruby 
Wright, 2 Rhea Webster, 3 
Harriett Lucas. Champions’ 
race boys: 1 Jack Popplewell, 
2 Myles Lindsay-Smith, 3 Ben 
McCarthy.

P3 girls – one length: 1 
Isla McKinnon, 2 Nadia 
Filipkowski, 3 Iga Kaprzycka. 
P3 girls – one length: 1 Evie 
Southwick, 2 Stella Cassinino, 
3 Jenny Hume.

P4 girls – one length: 1 Julieta 
Gray, 2 Eva McCrae, 3 Cloe 
McNeil. P4 boys - one length: 
1 Freddie Lucas, 2 Herbie 

Helliwell, 3 Jamie Ferguson. 
P5 girls – two lengths, back 
crawl: 1 Grace Popplewell, 2 
Caitlyn McGowan. P5 boys  
– two lengths, back crawl: 
1 Gregor Gunaydi, 2 Euan 
Southwick.

P6 girls – two lengths, 
back crawl: 1 Rhea Webster, 
2 Kirsty Hume, 3 Caylyn 
Millar. P6 boys  – two lengths, 
back crawl: 1 Myles Lindsay-
Smith, 2 Logan Park, 3 Ben 
McCarthy. P7 boys – two 
lengths, back crawl: 1 Jack 
Popplewell, 2 Harry Gilmore.

P5 girls – two lengths, breast 
stroke: 1 Grace Popplewell, 
2 Isabella Bodie, 3 Caitlyn 
McGowan. P5 boys – two 
lengths, breast stroke: 1 Gregor 
Gunaydi, 2 Al� e Gilmore. 
P6 girls – two lengths, breast 
stroke: 1 Rhea Webster, 2 Rosie 
McNamara, 3 Caylyn Millar. 
P6 boys – two lengths, breast 
stroke: 1 Andrew Currie, 2 
Myles Lindsay-Smith, 3 Ben 
McCarthy.

P7 girls – two lengths, breast 
stroke: 1 Ruby Wright, 2 
Harriet Lucas. P7 boys – two 
lengths, breast stroke: 1 Jack 
Popplewell, 2 Harry Gilmore.

P5 girls – two lengths, front 
crawl: 1 Grace Popplewell, 2 
Kitty Townsend, 3 Isabella 
Bodie. P5 boys – two lengths, 
front crawl: 1 Jake Early, 2 Al� e 
Gilmore, 3 Gregor Gunaydi. 
P6 girls – two lengths, front 
crawl: 1 Rhea Webster, joint 2 
Kirsty Hume and Lucy Blair. 
P6 girls – two lengths, front 
crawl: 1 Rosie McNamara, 2 
Caylyn Millar. P6 boys – two 
lengths, front crawl: 1 Myles 
Lindsay-Smith, 2 Logan Park, 
3 Ben McCarthy.

P7 girls – two lengths, 
front crawl: 1 Ruby Wright, 2 
Harriet Lucas. P7 boys – two 
lengths, front crawl: 1 Jack 
Popplewell, 2 Harry Gilmore.

Medley relay: 1 Lamlash, 
2 Whiting Bay, 3 Shiskine. 
Freestyle relay: 1 Whiting 
Bay, 2 Lamlash, 3 Brodick.

Fierce competition for 
swimmers at school gala

Sally Hunter and Julie McGhee keep a close eye on the young participants. 01_B23swim02

Winners of the freestyle relay race are these swimmers from Whiting bay. 01_B23swim15

Younger participants swam a breadth of the swimming 
pool. 01_B23swim03

Gala champions Jack Popplewell and Ruby Wright. 

01_B23swim14

Parents shout their encouragement from the sidelines. 01_B23swim08
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Two young swimmers receive words of encouragement from Sally Hunter. 01_B23swim04

Children wait excitedly for their race. 01_B23swim05

Isla McKinnon shows o� 
her medal haul. 01_B23swim01

Volunteers prevent any head bumps for competitors who turn around for another lap. 
01_B23swim07

Accomplished swimmer 
Kitty Townsend shows o� 
her medal haul. 01_B23swim16

Swimmers await their turn in the popular relay races. 01_B23swim13

Sally Hunter and Barry Smith ensure that the relay 
swimmers are in position. 01_B23swim12

Accustomed to competition, some of the swimmers are 
junior triathlon participants. 01_B23swim09

Swimmers at the ready, young boys await their starting orders. 01_B23swim10

A young swimmer comes up for air. 01_B23swim11

Linda Johnston presents the swimmers with their medals. 
01_B23swim06
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Vegetarian and vegan 
options on Arran

Vegetarian and Vegan meals, beer 
& wine always available! 

T H E  P I E R H E A D  T A V E R N    L A M L A S H  

w w w . t h e p h t . c o . u k      0 1 7 7 0  6 0 0 4 1 8       A R R A N  

Celebrating World Vegan Day and 
the exponential growth of the vegan 
lifestyle and its many bene� ts, the 
� rst Arran Vegfest will take place on 
Saturday 2nd November 2019 at Arran 
High School. The Festival hopes to 
showcase the many fantastic vegan 
options now available on Arran.
Planned for the day are several inspira-
tional speakers including Dave Sheahan 
vegan triathlete and � tness coach; 
Barbara Bolton of Go Vegan Scotland; 
and Keith Robertson of the Scottish 
School of Herbal Medicine. There will 
be a chance to taste some great vegan 
food; a Q&A panel ‘Why Vegan?’; award 
winning � lms, and children’s activities 
provided by the notorious Captain 
James Tea Cook ‘Pirate of the Carob 
Bean’.
Entry is free. Programmes and ra�  e 
tickets will be on sale.
Details can be found at the Arran 
VegFest website www.arranvegfest.
com and Facebook page @arran-
vegfest. Keep an eye out for further 
announcements!

Dave Sheahan

Keith Robertson

Captain Tony

Cro� ers’ Bar & Bistro
Previously known as Fiddlers’, Cro� ers’ has 
developed into a vibrant and friendly bistro 
specialising in authentic Scottish hospital-
ity, which showcases Scottish provenance 
and the talent of local musicians.
We have earned our reputation for being 
quirky, innovative, entertaining, and wel-
coming and are committed to providing 
imaginative vegetarian, vegan and gluten 
free dishes, alongside the very best of local 
produce, Scottish meats and seafood. 
So come in, settle down and let us look 
a� er you in true, island, family hospital-
ity style! Whether it’s co� ee and a cake, 
lunch, a beverage or an evening meal to 
listen to the music; the passionate and 
welcoming sta�  are here to help.
A small bistro with only 40 seats means 
that tables are in high demand - especially 
throughout the summer months. You’d be 
best to book a table to avoid disappointment!

Bute Island Foods
Bute Island Foods is dedicated to making 
Vegan alternatives to dairy products. 
We produce many tasty � avours of 
Vegan “Sheese” including Greek, Blue 
and Cheddar Styles, all made with 
Coconut Oil. Try the delicious Cheddar 
styles – perfect for melting onto pizza, 
pasta or making wonderful toasties! � e 
award winning Creamy Sheese comes 
in 6 mouth-watering � avours including 
Cheddar Spread, Garlic & Herb and 
Original. � is Vegan range is Kosher 
certi� ed, gluten-free and lactose-free.

Stonewater House
In 2018 Carol and Jules Lee bought 
Stonewater House B&B in Lamlash and 
relaunched it as the island’s � rst plant-
based/vegan Bed & Breakfast, having 
become vegans in January 2017 as a result 
of some health issues. 
� ey love the new lifestyle and better 
health – this year Jules ran his � rst 10K 
race in over 30 year - and passionately 
want to share it, and plant based nutri-
tion, with others. Also this year, Carol 
completed Dr T Colin Campbell’s
Plant-based Nutrition Certi� cate 
Programme at Cornell University. 
Campbell’s in� uential book � e China 
Study was instrumental in the couple 
going vegan.
We o� er delicious plant-based breakfasts 
which all our guests enjoy, whether they 
are vegan or not. We’re o� en asked for 
recipes and although more and more of 
our guests do not include animal products 
in their diets, many non-vegan guests 
have gone away encouraged to try more 
vegan food.

Carol and Jules Lee
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Lamlash Bay
Possibly the best views on the Island await 
you at the Lamlash Bay Hotel. Set in the 
heart of Lamlash, opposite the village 
green, beach and Holy Isle, the recently 
refurbished Lamlash Bay Hotel dates back 
to 1911 and is a legend in its own right.
Our well stocked and cosy bar is the 
perfect place to relax and unwind with 
a comforting Arran Malt in a wing back 
chair by the log burning �re or in summer, 
soak up some rays with your favourite gin 
in our outdoor terrace. We also serve food 
in the bar which is dog friendly too.
Our busy bistro style restaurant serves 
delicious fresh food sourced as locally 
as possible from 5pm to 8.30pm. Our 
Bombay Bad Boy Veggie burger is new to 
the menu and served with hand cut chips 
and a riatta dip. Tantalise your taste buds 
with our vegan and vegetarian currys 
or go for a mouth watering pizza, hand 
rolled and baked in our stone based pizza 
oven. We have plenty of choices and a 
great value two course Early Bird Menu 
for £13.45 from 5-6pm. Menus can be 
viewed at www.lamlashbayhotel.co.uk 
Booking is highly recommended.

�e Pierhead Tavern
We are keen @�ePHT to make dining a 
new and inviting experience each time you 
visit. Vegans and vegetarians shouldn’t 
feel that there is little choice and be forced 

to eat the same old dish every time.  At the 
PHT we o�er a weekly changing specials 
board where a new vegan dish is added 
such as pies, pasta and our chef ’s Tofu 
curry.  Our burgers are delicious too and 
the menu changes between our �agship 
Mexican Bean;  Beetroot & Fennel or 
simply the chef ’s own served with cheese 
& mayonnaise (both available as vegan). 
Our soups are hearty and �lling and we 
always have a vegan soup on o�er. Sunday 
Roast dinner wouldn’t be the same with-
out a bit of vegan roast (contains nuts). To 
�nish our delicious menu why not savour 
our lovely vegan chocolate and orange 
torte served with a sorbet. In the PHT 
we also serve soya or almond milks to 
accompany co�ee. 

Brodick Bar
�e Brodick Bar & Brasserie is very aware 
of the need to provide vegetarian and ve-
gan dishes to the highest standard. �e a la 
carte menu includes two starter and main 
course vegan and vegetarian options and 
a vegan sweet is also available. All dishes 
are carefully and lovingly prepared. �e 
beetroot starter, featuring a number of 
di�erent types of beetroot is very popular 
but the orange braised fennel is the star 
of the show accompanied by tasty quinoa 
and a delicious clementine puree.
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YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON IN ARRAN

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
Karen wins the people’s prize
More than 500 people attended 
the very successful summer ex-
hibition held by Arran Visual 
Arts in Lochranza and Catacol 
village hall, which ran for seven 
days last week.

� ere were 180 entries and 
40 pieces sold and 379 visitors 
voted for their favourite piece 
for the People’s Choice award.

� e top 10 were: Spikey the 
Hedgehog, skilfully made with 
w a t e r c o l -
our and 
papercut by 
Karen Bell 
which got 
40 votes; 
second, also 
by Karen 
Bell, was 
Holy Isle 
which got 
29 votes; 
third was 
Susan Calder’s colourful oil 
painting, Rowing Boats at 
Sunset with 19 votes; fourth 
was Fern, the evocative horse 
in ink and acrylic, by Yvonne 
Bailey with 17 votes.

In � � h place with 13 votes 
was Lorna Ventry’s Flower 
Fusion in fused glass.

Joint sixth and seventh places 
with 11 votes were another of 
Lorna’s glass creations, this time 
in an old window frame, enti-
tled Seaside View, and   David 

Brookens digital image on 
canvas, of Glenashdale Falls. In 
eighth place with 10 votes was 
a third of Karen Bell’s papercut 
images, Roaring Stag. 

Joint ninth and 10th with 
nine votes were Sharon Pyott’s 
atmospheric Amber Lake and 
� e last Jacobite by Jill Hargan.

Comments made in the 
visitors’ book about the show 
included: ‘Too many arts to 

chose from 
– amazing!’; 
‘A wonder-
ful show.

‘ W e ’ v e 
bought a 
lovely piece 
to take 
home’; as 
well as ‘Such 
variety and 
talent!’ Art 
works have 

been taken far and wide, to 
Cockermouth, Lincolnshire, 
Halifax, Ilkley, Wigan, Lewes 
and York, as well as many stay-
ing in new homes on Arran.

Arran Visual Arts are grate-
ful to Lochranza and Catacol 
hall, and to all who visited the 
exhibition. 

 If you would like to join 
AVA, do check out the web-site 
www.arranvisualarts.co.uk  for 
details.

Clockwise from left: the winning artwork by Karen Bell; the crafts and artwork on show at the exhibition; young Isabel 
McCann from Newcastle chooses her favourite artwork with the help of mum Georgie; and craft workshops were held. 

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop.  Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

THIS IS THE 40TH SUMMER SEASON OF 
THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

TRADITIONAL
SKILLS & CRAFTS DAY

12.30pm to 3.30pm on Sunday 9th June

Spinning, Weaving, Hand-Sewing and Darning, Quilting, 
Embroidery, Butter Making, Tombola, and Lots More.

 Isle of Arran Pipe Band and other musical entertainment.
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by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Author Mark Eales has written 
three adventure novels that fo-
cus on the Western Isles, from 
the time of Bannockburn to 
the Second World War, from 
his home on Arran.

� e Inch Kenneth Trilogy 
spans seven centuries and 
focuses on the adventures of 
the � ctional Armand family 
and how they are drawn into 
exciting moments in history. 
� e canvas is very broad tak-
ing the saga from Cyprus in 
1305 to the Carolinas in 1780 
and to Bavaria in 1938.

� e Knights Templar are 
central to the story line 
and author Mark admits: 
‘Researching into the 
Templars is, as many have 
found, addictive. � e more 
one researches the more 
fascinating and fantastic 
the history becomes. � eir 
tangled web seems to capture 
everyone, from kings to slaves, 
and it has now become a life-
long obsession to me.’

At the centre of the 
Templers’ global web is Inch 
Kenneth, a small island just 
o�  the west coast of Mull and 
one of the most historically 
important islands in Scotland. 
Along with Iona, this island is 
signi� cant due to the number 
of important burials of the 
kings of Scotland. � e island 
(Innis Choinnich) was named 
a� er St Kenneth, who founded 
a monastery on the island.

Mark, who has been visiting 
Arran for more than 40 years, 
bought a house in Shiskine 
when he retired as director of 
education in South Yorkshire. 
Since 2008, Mark and his wife 
Roberta have been research-
ing across Scotland, Europe 
and North America for the 
background to the novels.

� e trilogy begins with a tale 
of the Holy Grail and the sup-
port given to Robert the Bruce 
in his � ght for independence. 
� e second novel focuses on 
the visit of Boswell and Dr 
Johnson to Inch Kenneth and 
on the little known victory 
of ex-patriot Scots over the 
English in the � rst decisive 
battle in the American War of 

Sweeping trilogy 
unveils tangled 
web of Templers

Author Mark Eales with a copy of his book. 01_B22inch01

Independence. � e third, set 
just before the Second World 
War, sees the heroes meeting 
a secret society in Bavaria and 
defending the Grail at the time 
when Lord Redesdale – father 
of the Mitford sisters – owned 
Inch Kenneth.

Mark, who at the age of 30 
was a primary school head-
teacher, wanted the adventures 
to have both the pace and 
excitement of the stories read 
to youngsters all those years 
ago. � e trilogy does, however, 
contain adult themes.

Mark has, in the past, 
been secretary of the 
Blackwaterfoot Harbour 
Association and still sells 
handmade cards for the 
charity Debra, at the harbour 
shop. He is married with two 
daughters and a son.

� e Inch Kenneth Trilogy is 
self-published and available 
as a single bound volume at 
the Book and Card Centre in 
Brodick costing £10. Other 
copies are available from: 
mark.eales@gmail.com for 
£10 plus £2 postage.
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What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

Every day
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Arran Geopark Information & Activity Centre                                                  Lochranza, 9am - 5pm
Brodick Castle and Gardens Open 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre  Old Pavilion, Lamlash, centre open seven days, 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre – tennis Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open 7 days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf  Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, ALL weather                    
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am-4pm 
Public swimming Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
 and 6pm-8pm (last entry 7pm)
Swimming lessons Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday -Thursday, 4pm - 6pm
Arran Brewery Open Monday - Saturday, 10.30am - 5pm               
 Sunday, 12.30am - 5pm. Tours daily at 11am & 2pm or by arrangement 
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 8th June
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am  
Scotland: A Peace of History Exhibition - 60 years of CND           Arran Active Gallery, 10am - 3pm
Young Naturalists’ Club - Investigating Insects                  Rangers Centre, Brodick Castle, 1030am
Arran Folk Festival - Open Session                                                      Douglas Hotel, 12noon - 5pm
World Gin Day                                                                        The Wineport, Cladach, 12noon - 6pm
Rink Games                                                                                           Brodick Bowling Green, 2pm
Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 2pm
Rink Bowls                                                                                        Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
RNLI Shop - Open                                                                                       Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
Pop -Up Evening, BYOB (bookings only) The Shore, Whiting Bay from 6pm
Arran Folk Festival - Daimh, Gillian Frame, Finlay Napier & Mike Vass            Brodick Hall, 7.30pm 
Hingin’ by a Threed & late night open session Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 3am
Live Music - Luckenbooth - 3 piece folk band                                              The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21’s Disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
Arran Folk Festival - Late Night Session                                                       Brodick Bar, 1pm - Late

Sunday 9th June
Scotland: A Peace of History Exhibition - 60 years of CND           Arran Active Gallery, 10am - 3pm
Arran Folk Festival - Survivor’s Session                                 Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 12noon - 5pm
Traditional Skills & Crafts Day Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick, 12.30 to 3.30pm
Pop up Cocktail Bar and Beach BBQ Cladach, 1pm - 6pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
RNLI Shop - Open                                                                                       Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live Music - Hingin’ by a Threed, celtic folk band                                        The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Folk Music Session  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 10th June
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am-10.30am
Arran Geopark - Guided Walk                                                                Corrie Shoreline, 2pm - 4pm
Adult Tennis Blackwaterfoot, 5pm 
Arran Skinnymalinks, Shiskine St Molio’s Church, Shiskine, 5.15pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm 
Summer Bridge, all welcome, phone 600835 or 700396 Arran High School 6.15pm for 6.30pm
Rink Games                                                                                         Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm 
Rink Bowls                                                                                    Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Live Music – Fatman & the Angel     Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do, Adults and over 10s Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 11th June
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors Team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10am - 3pm
Eco Social Eco Savvy Shop, Whiting Bay, 11am - 3pm
Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm-4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers – Jog Scotland beginners’ group Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm

Steak Night – 2 Ribeye Steaks & bottle of wine      Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Arran Hockey Club – juniors (5-14yrs) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Flow Yoga Corrie Hall, 6pm
Netball Arran High School Gym, 7pm - 8pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional Music Sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

Wednesday 12th June
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am - 1pm
Lamlash Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Archives and Genealogy Service Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks, Lamlash Lamlash Church Hall, 10:30am
Chair Yoga Exercise Class St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Knit and Blether Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 11.30am - 1.30pm 
Dog Classes Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Arran Pace Makers Running Group Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow Yoga Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Junior Rugby (P3-P7)                                                                  Ormidale Park, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Rink Games                                                                                         Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Rink Bowls                                                                                    Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Live Music – Tim Pomeroy  Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo juniors 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family Friendly Pub Quiz                                                                        The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock ‘n’ Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 13th June
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30 -10.30am
Chair Yoga Exercise Class Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks, Brodick                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 10am
Adult Tennis Blackwaterfoot, 5pm
Steak Night – 2 steak dinners and a bottle of wine Drift Inn, Lamlash, 5pm-9pm 
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6.15pm - 7.15pm
Badmington, All welcome Shiskine Hall, 7pm
Arran Hockey Club – Seniors (12 yrs +) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm  
The Drift Inn Quiz                                                                                           Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm                                                
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 14th June
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
ACLI - Friday Garden Party                                   Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 10am - 12.30pm
Adult Tennis Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live Music – The Sensational Biff Simpson                     Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm -3am
Friday Night Quiz                                                           Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm

Saturday 15th June
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am  
Koffee for Kalimpong                                           Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 10.30am - 12noon
Arran Mountain Rescue Team Open Day                           AMR Base, Cladach, Brodick, 2pm -4pm                        
Rink Games                                                                                           Brodick Bowling Green, 2pm
Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 2pm
Rink Bowls                                                                                        Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
RNLI Shop - Open                                                                                       Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
Mike Edwards Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 3am
Live Music - Tiderays, truly original Scottish indie/alternative rock sound.  The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21’s Disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

 

CRAFT BREWERY TOURS AVAILABLE DAILY
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THE ARRAN BANNER 20 YEARS AGO
Saturday June 5, 1999

Tenants’ choice
Consultations are beginning this week with 
council tenants to � nd out if they want a new 
landlord. � e government no longer thinks it 
right for local councils to run council housing, 
thus these houses may be transferred to a 
locally-based agency.

North Ayrshire Council has been awarded 
£2.25million which will be used to set up a 
survey of housing needs and stock,  a housing 
agency and to build about 50 new houses in a 
variety of locations on Arran.

� ere are about 120 council houses on Arran 
and a further 130 owned by Kirkcare, giving 
a total of about 250 social rented houses on 
Arran. For the new houses, North Ayrshire 
will combine with Scottish Homes and make 
up a report on this. � ey plan to identify plac-
es where they can build and the areas of need 
to see if they can be married up.

Local talent
With the 11th Arran Folk Festival taking place 
next week, one group at the Lamlash concert 
will feature local talent. Nothing too unusual 
in that but, in this case, Gillian Frame has 

grown up on Arran, le�  to study and now 
returns bringing her own ensemble.

� ey are Demlinn – a Shetland word mean-
ing standing alone – and all four come from 
RSAMD and are studying for a new degree of 
a BA in Scottish music. 

Everyone must take two instruments from 
which voice can be one. Gillian has chosen 
Gaelic singing and � ddle, with which she is 
very experienced and has played many times 
around the island. Now she comes with her 
own group and this will be their � rst public 
performance.

Founder retires
Harold Currie, responsible for founding the 
Isle of Arran Distillers, has retired as chair-
man and moved into a new role as president. 
Mr Currie is to be replaced by Andrew Kettles, 
who will become executive chairman.

Based in Fife, Mr Kettles will visit regularly. 
He has a distinguished background in the spir-
its industry, having previously been � nance 
director and managing director of Matthew 
Gloag Ltd, and latterly responsible for sales, 
marketing and distribution for Gloag’s parent 
company Highland Distillers.

Murray Small, Scottish Oils local manager and Stephanie Dunn pictured with Texas 
Scramble winners, Iain Sillars and Isobel MacDonald. 01_B23twe05

Taking part in the new council housing transfer are project o�  cer Marilyn Rooney with 
local representatives Julie Murchie and Elaine Wood and Councillor John Sillars. 01_B23twe01

Harold Currie, left,  has 
retired as chairman of 
Isle of Arran Distillers. 
01_B23twe02

A long established Whiting 
Bay business reopened 
its doors to the public 
last weekend under new 
management. Josephine 
Pomeroy and Alison Marr, 
right,  are renting The 
Pantry while it remains up 
for sale. 01_B23twe03

The Arran Cadet Force held an open night at its detachment in Auchrannie Road last 
week. Seen here are: standing, Sergeant Seymour and Sergeant Hamilton. Seated are 
Grant McQueen, Barry Seymour, William Clark, John Haygarth, Laura McAllister and 
Andrew Weir. 01_B23twe04
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PUBLIC NOTICES

DRIVE TIMES

PROPERTY

 TRAILER

Livestock Ivor 
Williams Trailer

Please contact 
01770 302260

Private sales 
free listings for items under £50

SPORT
MAN’S BIKE, recently re-
furbished. £100 - 303912.

GARDEN
TWIN CORD PETROL 
STRIMMERS. Any rea-
sonable offer considered. 
Tel:01770 700388

Sales under £50
Leather and light oak chair 
and matching footstool. 
Very good condition, ideal 
for conservatory. Only £40. 
Please call 01770 700 378 
after 4pm.

NORTH AYRSHIRE HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE PARTNERSHIP 
UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS – YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2019

Notice is hereby given, under the Local Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 
2014, that a copy of the Accounts for North Ayrshire Health and Social Care 
Partnership (prior to audit) for the year ended 31 March 2019 will be available for 
inspection at the offices of the IJB Chief Financial Officer, Cunninghame House, Irvine, 
by all interested persons between the hours of 9am-4.45pm Monday to Thursday and 
9am-4.30pm Friday, from Monday 1 July 2019 to Friday 19 July 2019 (a copy will also 
be placed on www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/council/performance-and-spending/budgets-
and-finance.aspx
All such persons shall be at liberty to take copies or extracts therefrom without 
charge. All books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating thereto will 
also be available for inspection during the same period and enquiries concerning 
access to those Accounts and other documents should be made to the undersigned.
Notice is also given that any person interested may make objections to such Accounts 
or any part thereof by-
1. Sending their objection in writing together with a statement of the grounds to 
thereof to the auditor Deloitte LLP. 110 Queen Street, Glasgow, G1 3BX no later than 
22 July 2019
2. Sending a copy of the objection and statement to the Authority and to any officer 
of the Authority who may be concerned.
Where any person objects to the Accounts of the Partnership, the Auditor shall, if so 
requested by that person, afford to that person an opportunity of appearing before 
and being heard by the Auditor with respect to that objection, and any such person 
may so appear and be heard personally or by a representative.
The appointed Auditor of the Accounts is Deloitte LLP, 110 Queen Street, Glasgow, 
G1 3BX.
Caroline Whyte, IJB Chief Financial Officer 
North Ayrshire Health and Social Care Partnership Cunninghame House IRVINE
1 June 2019

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1973 
NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 

UNAUDITED ACCOUNTS – YEAR TO 31 MARCH 2019

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN under Regulation 9 (1) of the Local Authority Accounts 
(Scotland) Regulations 2014 that:
(a) Copies of the unaudited accounts of North Ayrshire Council and applicable 
charities for the period from 1 April 2018 to 31 March 2019 will be available for 
public inspection at the offices of the Executive Director of Finance and Corporate 
Support, Cunninghame House, Irvine, by all interested persons between the hours of 
9am and 4.45pm Monday to Thursday and 9am and 4.30pm Friday, from Monday 1 July 
2019 to Friday 19 July 2019 (a copy will also be placed on the Council’s website – www.
north-ayrshire.gov.uk/council/performance-and-spending/budgets-and-finance.aspx).
(b) Any person interested may inspect a copy of the abstracts of the accounts to be 
audited and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating thereto 
and may take copies of all or part of the accounts;
(c) No charge will be made for the inspection of documents or for copying of them 
by persons who are inspecting them;
(d) Any person interested may object to the accounts, or to any part of those 
accounts, no later than 22 July 2019 by:-
1. Sending their objection in writing, together with a statement of the grounds 
thereof, to the auditor, Deloitte LLP, 110 Queen Street, Glasgow, G1 3BX and;
2. Sending a copy of that objection and statement to the Chief Executive, North 
Ayrshire Council, Cunninghame House, Irvine, Scotland, KA12 8EE and to any officer 
of this authority who may be concerned.
(e) The auditor shall, if requested by the person objecting, the authority or by any 
officer of the authority who may be concerned, afford to that person or authority 
or officer, as the case may be, an opportunity of appearing before and being heard 
by the auditor with respect to that objection; and any such person or officer may 
so appear and be heard either personally or by a representative.
Laura Friel, Executive Director (Finance and Corporate Support), Cunninghame 
House IRVINE

COUNCIL HOUSE BUILDING – BRATHWIC TERRACE, ARRAN

North Ayrshire Council is planning the development of new homes at Brathwic 
Terrace, Arran. Local people can view the final plans and ‘Meet the Builder’ for 
the site on:
Date: Wednesday 19 June 2019
Time: Drop in anytime between 4pm and 6pm
Venue: The Ormidale Sports Pavilion, Brodick, KA27 8DL
Alternatively, you can view the plans on-line at: 
http://www.northayrshire.community/consultations/ from Thursday 20 June 2019 
until Thursday 11 July 2019.
Please note that if ferry sailings are disrupted, the Housing Services Facebook page 
will be updated to confirm whether the event will take place.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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LONG TERM HOUSE LET 
WANTED

Retired, professional couple looking for a 
long-term house let on the Island.

We would like a two-bed property, 
preferably a bungalow, ideal place

would be Lamlash but we are willing 
to discuss other options.  

Please contact Alex on:
cherishdevelopment@gmail.com



PRINTINGFURNITURE RECYCLING

� e Arran Banner
Saturday 8 June 2019 ADVERTISING  23

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on 
the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with 
the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, 
fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice 
the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total 
or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of 
publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of 
the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-
payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this 
is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  
In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be 
treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

SELF STORAGE

REMOVALS

PAINTER AND DECORATORINSURANCE SERVICES

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

TECH SUPPORT TAXI SERVICES

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

 BUY LOCAL     SELL LOCAL    TRADE LOCAL    SWAP LOCAL

BANNER CLASSIFIEDS
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Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday May 29, Summer 
Cup, 27 played, CSS 64. 1 
Finlay Sillars 72-12=60, 2 
Babbies MacNeil 82-20=62, 
3 Charlie O’Neill 83-18=65. 
Scratch, Finlay Sillars 72.

Saturday   June 1, Arran 
Open Championship, 109 
played, CSS home 64, visitors 
65. Reduced to one round 
due to weather conditions. 
Scratch, Taste of Arran 
Trophy, �omas Morrison 
(Kilsyth Lennox) 65, 2 Craig 
Young (Douglas Park) 67, 3 
Ewan McKinnon (Corrie) 68, 
4 Matthew Keir (Brodick) 69, 
5 Greg McCrae (Brodick) 71.

Handicap, Douglas 
Hotel Trophy, 1 David 
Coyle (Kilsyth Lennox) 
67-5=62 acb, 2 Iain Sillars 
(Brodick) 79-17=62 acb, 3 
David Ballingall (Glasgow) 
80-18=62, 4 Allan Hunter 
(Whitecraigs) 71-8=63, 5 
Douglas Robertson (Brodick) 
82-18-64 acb. Bo Wallace 
Trophy, Iain Sillars.

Ladies’ section: Tuesday 
April 30, CCQ3, Silver 
Division: winner, Isobel 
Macdonald nett 68, scratch 
Ann May gross 76.   Bronze 
Division: winner, Heather 
Raeside nett 67.

Saturday May 4, Stableford. 
Winner, Ann May 29pts, joint 
runners up, Susan Butchard 
and Nina Morgan 28pts.

Tuesday May 14, Club 
Trophy round one. Winner, 
Ann May gross 76, nett,67, 
runner Up, Margaret 
Roxburgh nett 69.

Tuesday May 14, nine-hole 
stableford. Winner, Moira 
Small 13pts BIH, runner up, 
Gege Kroner 13pts.

Tuesday May 21, Club 
Trophy round two. Winner, 
Ann May gross 74, nett 68, 
runner up, Fiona Henderson 
nett 74. Overall winner of 
Club Trophy, Ann May, run-
ner up, Kate McAdam.

Fixture: Sunday 9 June 9, 
Brandon quali�er, 8.30am 
and 1pm.

Whiting Bay Golf 
Club
Sunday June 2, �e J C Reid 
Trophy �nal. In damp and 
misty conditions, Kevin 
Jackson employed his putter 
to great e�ect to prevail by 
three and two over club cap-
tain Andy Martin.

Sunday June 2, Club 
Championship �nal. Despite 
unappealing weather condi-
tions forcing a delayed start, 
the 2019 championship �nal 
did not disappoint as Danny 
Head and Jamie Macpherson 

battled out a close 36-hole 
match.

In the morning round, 
Jamie had the better of the 
front nine a�er winning 
the �rst two holes. At the 
turn, he then won 10 and 
11 to take a three-hole lead. 
Danny then won three in a 
row to square the match on 
the 17th tee and went on to 
win the 18th and a one-hole 
advantage at the lunch break. 
In the a�ernoon round, the 
positions were almost exactly 
reversed with Jamie having 
to claw back a three-hole 
de�cit as the match came to a 
climax. Danny, one up on the 
36th tee, managed to hold his 
nerve for a halved hole and 

the 2019 club championship.
Well done to both players 

for providing such an exciting 
spectacle for the hardy band 
of spectators that followed 
the game in damp and misty 
conditions, especially during 
the morning round. �e match 
was played in the best of spirit 
over a course in great shape. 
�anks to Stewart and Corey 
for their e�orts there. �e 
consensus is that the course is 
in as good condition as it has 
ever been. �anks also to John 
and Nancy in the clubhouse for 
the �ne food and drink, most 
welcome on such  a dreich day.

Last, but de�nitely not least, 
congratulations to Danny 
Head, Whiting Bay GC 

champion golfer of 2019.
Fixtures: Saturday June 8, 

AGA �omson Cup. Sunday 
June 9, Medal, draws at 9am 
and 11am. Wednesday June 
12, Summer Trophy, draw at 
5.30pm.

Shiskine Golf Club
Saturday June 1, gents CCQ2. 
First Class: 1 W Kelso 73-
11=62, 2 P Betley 74-11=63, 3 S 
Kerr 76-12=64. Second Class: 1 
R Traill 85-16=69, 2. Q Oliver 
92-22=70, 3 C Rutterford 
93-20=73. Scratch Martyn 
Ker 68. Magic twos M Ker, W 
Paton, J Faulkner, J McNally, T 
Mitchell x2, C Allison, A Gray, 
I MacLean and C Dair.

Danny Head receiving the champion’s trophy from Whiting Bay captain Andy  Martin. 

Jenni Turnbull won the Carradale Ladies Open at Shiskine, with Alice Anderson.

CHURCH NOTICES 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister: Rev Angus 
Adamson, Parish Assistant: 
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 
following times to which all 
are invited.
Sunday 9th June
Lochranza Church, 9.30 am. 
Morning Worship.
Pirnmill Church, 10.45 am. 
Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 
Morning Worship
�ere will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 
at 1.30pm.
Pentecost Service, at the 
Preaching Cave Kilpatrick at 
3.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, 
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 9th June 
Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson at 10.30am.  Tea and 
co�ee will be served a�er the 
service. All most welcome 
to stay and enjoy more 
fellowship. 
 
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 9th June
Pentecost
Holy Communion – 11 am.
Revd Canon Simon Mackenzie
Co�ee a�er service
All Welcome
 
ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 9th June
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, 
Glen Estate, Brodick 
Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick 
All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 9th June
Pentecost
Mre Aileen Brookens
Kilmory at 10 am
Lamlash at 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 9th June
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le� of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820223 
Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 9th June
Service  at 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co�ee a�er the service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.
Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
Sunday 9th June
Shiskine at 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick at 6pm 
Services will be taken by
Dr Graham Keith

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Saturday 8th June
Saturday Vigil Mass at 7.30pm
Sunday 9th June
Sunday Morning Mass at 11am

COLLINS - Geo�rey and Anthony
�e special years will not return 

When we were all together 
But with your love that’s in our hearts 

You will walk with us forever.
Margaret and Helen xx

MEMORIAM
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Nicola Currie is one of Britain’s best-ever female riders.

Nicola rockets to top 10 
list of women jockeys
Arran jockey Nicola Currie 
has made it into the top 10 of 
the most winning women �at 
riders of all-time in Britain.

She made it to 10th on the 
list following her victory on 
Seraphinite at Kempton last 
week, who was a 33-1 outsider, 
her 127th victory of her career.

Nicola   was crowned 
all-weather champion appren-
tice last month a�er another 
successful winter campaign.

Lambourn trainer Jamie 
Osborne has provided her with 

the most winners (24) and 
�ttingly trained the landmark 
winner, with Phil McEntee and 
Richard Hughes next on the 
list of successful partnerships.

Her Kempton success is her 
26th  winner of 2019, while 
she claimed 81 winners in a 
superb 2018, headlined by 
her Challenge Cup victory 
on Raising Sand at Ascot in 
October, the biggest win of her 
career.

New members boost 
turnout for �rst day
�e season opened on Saturday 
April 27, when there was a 
good turnout of members and 
friends. 

It was also good to see several 
new members joining that day.

Sadly, heavy rain came in 
a�er only a few ends had been 
played, and any hope of further 
bowling that a�ernoon had to 
be abandoned. However, all 
was not lost as refreshments 
had been provided so a happy 
social get-together ensued.

�e good weather in early 
spring continued through May, 
and almost all the scheduled 
rink games were played when 
the best winning scores were 
as follows:

April 29, Andy McCrindle 
and Robert Crawford (+31); 
May 1, Andy McCrindle, 

Krystina O’Connor and 
Jenny Douglas (+2); May 4, 
Robert Crawford, Krystina 
O’Connor, Kate Nichols and 
Paul O’Connor (+3); May 6, 
Jim Gourlay and Charlie Weir 
(+9); May 8, Ian Davidson, 
Sid Allan and Jim Gourlay 
(+2); May 11, John Lauder and 
Sid Allan (+13); May 13   Jim 
Nichols and Colin Haggarty 
(+24); May 15, Ernie Stanger 
and Robert Crawford (+20); 
May 18, John Lauder, Kate 
Nichols and Charlie Weir 
(+14); May 20, Charlie Weir 
and Robert Crawford (+15); 
May 22, Charles Hendry, Ernie 
Stanger and Jim Nichols (+9); 
May 27, Ernie Stanger and 
Charlie Weir (+10).

Sunday June 2, gents 
CCQ 3. First Class: 1 S Kerr 
77-12=65, 2 I MacLean 75-
9=66, 3 C Allison 75-8=67. 
Second Class: 1 B Sherwood 
81-15=66, 2 C Stephenson 
82-13=69, 3. C Rutterford 
89-20=69. Scratch was 75 BIH 
between Billy, Colin A and 
Iain, to be con�rmed later.

Sunday June 2, Carradale 
Ladies’ Open. 1 Jenni 
Turnbull 81-17=64 BIH, 2 
Susan Butchard 75-11=64, 
3 Liz Kerr 81-16=65, 4 Alice 
Anderson 82-16=66. Scratch 
Ann May 81. Congratulations 
to Jenni on her win in very 
misty conditions.

Fixtures: Friday June 7, 
semi-�nals of Duisky, Ladies’ 

Bronze Championship, 
Ladies’ Championship and 
Gents’ Championship start-
ing at 5pm. Sunday June 9, 
�nals day, from 1pm. Please 
come along and support 
the players. Small bu�et on 
Sunday at prizegiving in the 
clubhouse.

Lamlash Golf Club
�ursday May 30, Stableford. 
1 Andy Smith 37pts, 2 Ian 
Bremner 34pts.

Sunday June 2, Hamilton Bowl 
(Bogey): 1 Andy Smith level, 
2 Lee Dutton -2 BIH, 3 Allan 
Short -2 and best scratch score. 
�ere were �ve magic twos  and 
Allan Short won the twos pot 

with his two at the fourth hole.
Fixtures: Sunday June 9, 36-

hole Fleet Cup, draw from 8.3am 
for the �rst 18 holes, ballot at 
3pm for the second 18 holes.

Corrie Golf Club 
Wednesday May 29, 
Championship qual-
ifying round two:  
1 A Napier 69-10=59, 2 D Logan 
70-10=60, 3 E McKinnon 
60+1=61. Great score from 
Euan McKinnon. Donald 
Logan won the magic twos.

Saturday June 1, 
Championship qualifying 
round three. 1 A McDonald 
71-15=56(scr), 2 P McMillan 
82-22=60, 3 D Logan 72-10=62. 

Magic twos A McDonald, A 
Napier and R Burke.

Fixtures: Saturday June 8, 
18 hole sweep, ballot at 2pm. 
Wednesday June 12, 18-hole 
sweep, ballot at 6pm.

Machrie Bay
Tuesday May 28, Club 
Championship and sweep. 1 
Hamish Bannatyne           63, 
2 Alistair MacDonald 65, 3 
Brian Sherwood 66.

Fixtures: Monday June 10, 
semi �nals of the Ladies’ and 
Gents’   Club Championships 
and President’s Cup. 
Tuesday June 11, Lady 
Mary/Peter Sutton, tee-o� 
12.30pm/5.30pm.

Kevin Jackson with the J C Reid Trophy and runner up Andy Martin. 

Arran Open Champion and Taste of Arran Trophy winner Thomas Morrison, �anked by Iain Sillars, Bo Wallace Trophy, 
and David Coyle, Douglas Hotel Trophy. 
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Despite concerns, the 
weather turned out �ne for 
the third Island-2-Island 
Triathlon Festival staged 
in Lamlash at the weekend, 
which was hailed ‘another 
super success’.

Organised by Arran Junior 
Triathlon Club, the event 
attracted a record entry of 
nearly 250 athletes from all 
over Scotland and beyond. 

An army of volunteers, 
including marshalls, time-
keepers and safety o�cials 
on land and sea kept the 
various events running like 
clockwork.

�e event gives Arran 
junior triathletes a chance to 
compete on home soil and 
is so-called as the �rst leg 
involves a swim from Holy 
Isle to Arran (four miles). �e 
junior club members, and 
some seniors too, clocked up 
some good times and many 
were among the prize-win-
ners on the day.

As one competitor 
said on social media: 
‘Congratulations and thanks 
to everyone involved in 
running the Island-2-Island 
event on Saturday. It was 
awesome again. See you again 
next year!’

Here are highlights of the 
results:   Tristar one boys: 
1 Daniel Hendry 15.15, 2 
Luke Goatley 18.38, 3 Luke 
Sedman 19.11. Tristar one 
girls: 1 Ferryn Stewart 18.55. 
2 Daisy Gildea 19.53, 3 Kitty 
Townsend 21.10.

Tristar two boys: 1 William 
Bramham 25.57, 2 Logan 
Park 31.28. Tristar two girls: 

1 Mirren Stewart 23.48m, 
2 Tess Byrne 27.41. 3 Millie 
Simpson 28.14. Tristar three 
boys: 1 Fergus Currie 29.26, 
2 Reuben Macdonald 32.01, 3 
Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith 33.26. 
Tristar three girls: Alexandra 
Ross 35.42, 2 Beth McCarthy 
35.44, 3 Julie Hamill 37.05. 
Triathlon-half: 1 Matthew 
Evans 4.52.24, 2 Euan Wright 

5.32.09, 3 Eliot Sedman 
5.32.16. Triathlon-Olympic: 
1 Niel Taylor 2.13.3, 2 Colin 
Watterson 2.16.55, 3 Jonny 
Hendry 2.22.47. Sprint: 1 
Derek Simpson 01.11.15, 2 
Craig Ross 01.15.29, 3 Lynsey 
Cuthbertson 01.22.53.

All photographs by  
David Hogg.

Big home trophy haul at Arran’s third triathalon

Above, a young swimmer emerges from the sea; and 
right, James McCarthy shows his determination. 

Luke Goatley picks up his trophy from Lamlash Heather Queen Keira Willis. 01_B23lamlash21; 
Photographs: David Hogg

This page, clockwise from above left: Kitty Townsend lets 
those pigtails �y; Two runners approach the water station; 
Beth McCarthy, Alexandra Ross and Julie Hamill on the 
Tristar three winners’ podium; Kitty Townsend �nishes 
third on the winners’ podium; The female champions with 
their trophies. 
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Big home trophy haul at Arran’s third triathalon

Above, the water safety team who kept everyone safe during the swimming event, and 
above left, Eliot Sedam takes a welcome dousing. 

Above, Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith battles it out in the Tristar three event; centre, Julie Hamill stretches ahead of the opposition; right, Archie Gunaydi shows determination on his bike.

Above, a determined runner strides out; centre, a cyclist powers o� on the second leg of the race; right, the male triathlon-half winners on the podium. 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Arran old boys ready to take 
to pitch for Happy Spider Cup
Some of Arran’s players of 
yesteryear will dust down 
their football boots to take 
part in the new Happy Spider 
Cup being staged for the � rst 
time today (Saturday June 8).

Fittingly it will be staged 
annually in memory of Alan 
Johnston, who was such 
an integral part of Arran 
football over the years. He 
died in July 2017 at the age of 
just 53.

� e charity match is being 

held at Ormidale Park in 
Brodick, with a 4pm kick-o� .

� e match will consist of 
the current Arran AFC split-
ting into two teams, with 
each team having ‘more ex-
perienced’ players as guests 
to battle for the new cup.

� ere will also be a ra�  e to 
raise funds for ArCaS, aptly 
chosen by Alan’s family. 

Organisers hope to see as 
many players and spectators 
along for a great day.

Arran Dairies League
Brodick kept up their win-
ning start to Arran Dairies 
League with a second home 
win in a tight match against 
Lamlash at Ormidale Park on 
Monday night.

In the pouring rain 
Brodick’s � rst goal came 
from some good link-up play 
between their new front line, 
Kyle McNicol and Joel Small. 

A couple of neat one-twos in 
the Lamlash box allowed Kyle 
the space to � nd the back of 
the net and put the home side 
1-0 up.

Brodick had some joy down 
the right wing with new re-
cruit Dominick putting some 
pressure on Lamlash defence, 
but they  failed to extend their 

lead. � e rest of the � rst half 
was a bit of a scrappy a� air 
with a few tackles typical of 
a Brodick vs Lamlash game. 

Small was lucky to only see 
a yellow card a� er an o� -
the-ball incident. Lamlash 
managed to equalise just 

before half time a� er a cross 
from Fraser � omson slipped 
through Finlay Sillars hands 
and found the back of net. 

� e score was 1-1 at half time.
� e second half carried on 

the same way as the � rst with 
few chances as both teams 
struggled in the rain. Johnny 
Sloss was beginning to take 
a hold of the game until 
another o� -the-ball incident, 
where he was shown a second 
yellow, leaving Lamlash with 
10 men.

Brodick then took the game 
to Lamlash but struggled in 
front of goal. Eventually a 

low cross found McNicol in 
space just inside the Lamlash 
box and he slotted into the 
bottom corner with less than 
10 minutes to go.

Southend won comfort-
ably on Monday night at 
Sandbraes, scoring nine goals 
with seven di� erent scorers.

Lewis Kennedy and Ryan 
Armstrong each bagged two, 
while the other goals came 
through Gregor Crichton, 
James Currie, Fraser Gilbert, 
Corey Allan and Liam 
Bremner. Northend’s only 
goal of the night was scored 
by young Archie Innes.

Monday June 10 � xtures 
are: Lamlash vs Southend 
and Shiskine vs Brodick both 
with a 6.30pm kick-o� .

Brodick in narrow win 
over 10-man Lamlash

Left, a Lamlash defender 
is quickly closed down. 
01_B23footy01

Below left, Kyle McNicol 
beats the Lamlash goalie 
to the ball to score the 
� rst goal from close range. 
01_B23footy02; below right, a 
dangerous ball is whipped 
into the box by Brodick. 
01_B23footy03

Brodick  2
Lamlash 1


