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A village’s hopes to rid a 
Corrie harbour of eyesore 
boats have hit an impasse.

Concern about the aban-
doned boats at Sandstone 
Quay is not a new problem, 
but their continued deterio-
ration presents both a danger 
to children as well as being an 
ugly blight at the pretty har-
bour, according to villagers.

Some of the 
boats are in such 
a poor condition 
that they are 
unlikely to be 
seaworthy again. 
However, as they 
are privately 
owned and sit-
ting on private land, which 
belongs to Arran Estates, it 
seems there is little anyone 
can do about it – except ap-
peal to the owners to remove 
them.

One local resident said: 
‘� ey are not only an eyesore 
but a hazard to children. � ey 
sit right next to a playpark, 
with one of the entrances 
blocked by these boats. Kids 
will naturally be tempted to 
play pirates on them but they 
are really dangerous.’

� e problem, which has 
been going on for years, was 
exacerbated by high winds 18 
months ago which saw some 
of the boats strewn across the 
road. Several were put back 
and have not moved since, 
and one, which was blown on 
to the playpark, still lies there 
upside down.

Both North Ayrshire 
Council and Police Scotland 
have con� rmed that, while 
frustrated, there is little they 

can do to help. 
Mr Charles 
Fforde of Arran 
Estates told 
the Banner he 
had not been 
approached for 
assistance.

Now Corrie 
and Sannox Village Com-
mittee is asking local resi-
dents if anyone can come up 
with a plan to rid the village 
of the eyesore.

� ey would consider an 
amnesty if any owners were 
willing to hand over owner-
ship to them so they could 
dispose of the boats but since 
most of them are � breglass, 
this is also problematic.

Another possible solution is 

Call for action on ‘danger’ 
boats at Corrie harbour

Young James Mack takes the wheel of an Austin Gypsy � re engine that served Whiting Bay during the 1960s. The 
vintage vehicle was one of the many displays at the Celebration of Whiting Bay Past and Present event held last 
weekend. For a full report with photographs, turn to pages four and � ve. 

Whiting Bay takes trip down memory lane
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

‘Kids will be 
tempted to play 
pirates on them, 
but they are 
really dangerous’

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 

www.auchrannie.co.uk

open daily for breakfast, lunch
& dinner, as well as snacks &
drinks throughout the day.

Women in Business
Meet some of Arran’s inspiring business women  PAGES 12-15
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an enforcement notice warn-
ing owners to remove the 
boats in a speci� ed timescale 
but that, too, is fraught with 
legal di�  culties.

‘I think the best we can do 
is to appeal to the owners to 
either scrap their boat or � nd 
some alternative storage for it 
while it is repaired.

‘Some of the boats in the 
harbour are well looked a� er 
and regularly used, and it 
would be great to see it tidied 
up for everyone’s bene� t,’ one 
nearby resident said.

� ere has been a good 
response to the appeal by 
the Brodick Improvements 
Committee for more people 
to join the Brodick 200 Club, 
not just from Brodick but 
from down south as well.

For just £20 a year everyone 
can help boost the pot of 
money needed to support 
the amenities the club looks 
a� er in Brodick  – including 
the Fisherman’s Walk, the 
public toilets and the � ower 
tubs – and there is a chance to 

win £50 every month in the 
prize draw.

Applications are still avail-
able by emailing Kathleen 
Boag at bic.contactus@
btinternet.com or they can be 
picked up at the Red Door gi�  
shop in Brodick.

Current members who have 
not updated their standing 
orders to take into account 
the increase from £12 to £20 
are also requested to do so.

� e winner of May prize 
draw is Margaret Harvie.

Sign up for Brodick 200 Club

Brodick 200 Club now plant 
and maintain the � ower 
tubs in the village.

Continued from page one

Call for action on ‘danger’ 
boats at Corrie Harbour

Clockwise 
from top 
left: Corrie 
residents are 
calling for the 
pretty harbour 
to be cleaned 
up 01_B18quay14; 
the hazards on 
this open boat 
are clear to 
see 01_B18quay03;  
a makeshift 
� shing 
boat lies 
abandoned 
01_B18quay01;

boats block 
the entrance 
to the 
playpark 
01_B18quay05; 
an abandoned 
boat lies feet 
from the 
swings in 
the playpark 
01_B18quay07.

Arran Visual Arts

SUMMER EXHIBITION
Lochranza & Catacol Village Hall

Saturday 25th May to Friday 31st May 2019 
Open from 10.30am to 5pm each day.

Original works of art  
by local artists 

on display and for sale. 
Vote for the  

"People's Choice" award!

www.arranvisualarts.co.uk

There will be a family workshop
on Monday 27th May 

from 2pm to 4 pm
with a variety of arts and crafts 
for children and young people.
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Parents and teachers on 
Arran are being invited 
to vote for their local 
school to receive a £5,000 
boost toward replenishing 
their school library in the 
National Book Tokens 
competition.

� e competition, which 
is being held by National 
Book Tokens, will see the 
winning school receive 
£5,000 worth of book 
tokens, with the person 
who made the nomination 
receiving £100 of book 
tokens.

National Book Tokens 
work with charity part-
ners at World Book Day, 
Book Aid International 

and Read for Good – and 
through the thousands of 
people who give National 
Book Tokens as gi� s and 
rewards to children and 
young adults each year 
– to encourage a lifelong 
love of reading among 
children everywhere.

Nominations can be 
made online at www.
nationalbooktokens.com 
and the more nominations 
a school receives, the 
higher their chances of 
winning.

� e prize draw closes on 
Wednesday July 31 and the 
winner will be announced 
at the start of the new 
school year in September.

Nominate your local school 
to help renew their library

� e untold story of the his tory 
of illicitly distilled whisky 
on Arran is the subject of a 
new book which has been 
produced to coincide with 
the opening of the new Lagg 
Distillery next month.

� e book is the � rst to 
chart this fascinating aspect 
of the island’s history which 
has, until now, largely been 
ignored.

Yet the illegal spirit pro-
duced on Arran was revered 
for its quality throughout 
Scotland during the heyday 
of smuggling in the late 18th 
and 19th centuries, and the 
deadly and daring tales of 
its shipment to the mainland 
make for a fascinating read.

Despite this reputation, 
Arran’s rich distilling past 
has long been forgotten, cast 
into the shadows of more 
illustrious whisky-making 
neighbours such as Camp-
beltown and Islay.

But the new book, entitled 
Arran Water: An island 
Whisky History aims to 
change all that. Written by 
� rst-time author Gregor 
Adamson, the book provides 
a comprehensive � rst-hand 
account of distilling on the 
island from the clandestine 

manufacture in the late 18th 
century to the construction 
of the new distillery at Lagg, 
which has reinstated legal 
whisky production at the 
south end of the island a� er 
160 years – 24 years a� er the 
establishment of the island’s 
� rst modern-day distillery at 
Lochranza in 1995.

Gregor gained a degree 
in Scottish history from 
the University of Stirling, 
followed by a master’s degree 
in environment, heritage and 
policy at the same institution. 
A native of Arran, he now 
lives in Dunblane and works 
as a freelance writer and 
researcher specialising in the 
history of whisky distilling in 
Scotland.

Arran Water dispels the 
myths, hearsay and folktales 
that have distorted Arran’s 
distilling story and provides 
a clear narrative, largely 
through primary research, 
which highlights the key role 
that illicit whisky production 
and smuggling played in the 
island’s economic, social and 
cultural development.

Using a vast array of original 
sources, Gregor outlines the 
manufacture, transportation, 
and consumption of sma’ still 
whisky, unearths the secrets 
of the hidden bothies of the 
Arran hills and glens, and 

describes the bloody battles 
fought between island smug-
glers and the Excise gaugers 
and Revenue Cuttermen.

� e author also explores 
the development of licensed 
whisky production on the 
island, from the lost legal 
distilleries of the 1790s and 
1820s to the modern devel-
opments at Lochranza and 
Lagg.

‘� is is the best account of 
smuggling I have encoun-
tered,’ Charles MacLean, the 
world-renowned whisky con-
noisseur and historian, says 
in his foreword of the book.

Illustrated with archival 
and contemporary images, 
the book o� ers a captivating 
historical insight into the 
island and its people, making 
it essential reading for lovers 
of Arran and whisky enthusi-
asts alike.

Published by Neil Wilson 
Publishing Ltd, Arran Water 
costs £9.99 paperback (£14.99 
hardback) and is available in 
the shops and online. It will 
also be for sale at the new 
Lagg Distillery when it opens 
in early June.

Arran Water pours 
new light on whisky 
smuggling trade

Author Gregor Adamson 
with his book at a historical 
display at the new Lagg 
Distillery. 01_B20book01

by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

YOURSTORY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142



� e Arran Banner
Saturday 18 May 20194  NEWS

Words and photos
by Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos

� e second Whiting Bay past 
and present event was one to 
remember last weekend.

Everyone with a connection 
to the village, it seems, want-
ed to see the spectacular exhi-
bition that was A Celebration 
of Whiting Bay Past and 
Present … and they were not 
disappointed.

� e amount of material 
from the village which had 
been accumulated in Whiting 
Bay hall was phenomenal and 
if you thought the history of 
the village and its environs 
would only be around 100 
years old, David Aitcheson 
made sure it went back 8,000 
years.

As well as the huge picture 
exhibition and archive cine 
� lm, the hall was � lled with 

Memories are made of 
this in Whiting Bay

cra� s and activities including 
the history of spinning and 
weaving, model boats, a chil-
dren’s banner and Cra� s & Co 
with a sewing for beginners 
exhibition. � ere were also 
stalls, a ra�  e, tombola and 
a Memories Cafe. Outside, 
the star attraction was the 
Austin Gypsy � re engine, 
which served Whiting Bay in 
the 1960s. It has since been 
restored and was brought 
over to the island from the 
Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service Heritage Trust muse-
um in Greenock for the week-
end. As well as the exhibition, 
village streets were lined with 
eco-friendly bunting. � ere 
were special Mogabout trips, 
a family ceilidh on Saturday 
night and a children’s games 
day at Sandbraes on Sunday.

Island-based Positive Pic-
tures � lmed the event and 
will be producing a DVD of 
the memorable weekend. 

Left: Katharine and 
Stephen Sparshott in 
Victorian dress outside 
their shop. 01_B20memory01

Right: Jimmy Miller and 
Dick Carlile of the Heritage 
Trust with the Austin Gypsy 
� re engine. 01_ B20memory02

David Aitcheson with his fascinating model of the Giants 
Graves. 01_B20memory12

Esther Brown and Val 
Waite at the Eco Savvy 
stall. 01_B20memory08

Pipers Patrick and Beverley 
Scott welcome guests. 
01_B20memory03

Lynn Ross with her weaving 
history display. 01_B20memory05

Rory Rutherford weaves on a Foula 
loom made by Colonel James Innes on 
Arran. 01_B20memory04



�e Arran Banner
Saturday 18 May 2019 NEWS  5

CONTACTUS
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
telephone 01770 302142

Visitor Liz Rose examines one of the 
documents on show. 01_B20memory11

Susan McNicol and Fiona Yates at the ra�e stall. 
01_B20memory06

Visitors take a keen interest in the displays. 01_B20memory13Eric Kay and Cheryl Burgess at the tombola stall. 
01_B20memory09

A visitor takes a close look at the memorabilia. 01_B20memory07

Rory Rutherford weaves on a Foula 
loom made by Colonel James Innes on 
Arran. 01_B20memory04

Nina Szwalec gets her �rst lesson in sewing from Coral 
Smith. 01_B20memory14

Maureen Moore with the model 
boat ‘Romsey ‘ made by her late 
husband John. 01_B20memory10
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� e depth of feeling and strength 
of opinion was overwhelmingly 
evident at an event last week when 
nearly 60 people made the case for 
the retention of all council facilities 
on Arran, including Brodick hall 
and Arran Library.

� e community engagement 
event, held in Brodick hall, is the 
� rst stage of a four-part process – 
held to national and international 
standards, according to council 
representatives – in gathering 
information and data to help decide 
the future role of libraries, halls and 
centres in communities throughout 
North Ayrshire, including all facili-
ties on Arran.

Workshops
Described as workshops and 

conversation cafes, the engage-
ment event comprised just three 
questions: Tell us what matters to 
you most? Why is the venue(s) im-
portant? Is there anything else you 
would like to say about the area and 
facilities?

Senior manager of participation 
and empowerment Jim McHarg and 
two engagement and participation 
o�  cers, Anne Marie Hunter and 
Pam Crosthwaite, a� er a brief 
introduction by Jim, invited the 
attendees – who were seated in small 
groups of about nine people – to 
discuss the three questions.

Unsurprisingly, a� er an hour and 
a half of discussion, the results from 
each table were remarkably similar. 
Chief among them was the fact that 
Brodick’s early years class operates 

out of the Brodick village hall, des-
pite severe restrictions and incon-
venience, including having to clear 
away the educational equipment 
in the premises every day, children 
having to share toilet facilities with 
the general public, and the other 
resultant complications from not 
having a � xed-purpose facility.

A speaker at one table said that any 
negative changes to the situation for 
the highly regarded and well-used 
facility would be disastrous for the 
children, parents and community. 
Speaking of the knock-on e� ects the 
closure or reduction in hours would 
have for the school, despite increas-
es to school hours coming into e� ect 
in the near future, the discussion 
then extended to the facilities’ social 
bene� ts, outlining the invaluable 
contribution the village hall and li-
brary play in the lives of the elderly, 
in� rm and social groups.

Another table described the hall as 

the heart of a vibrant community, a 
community asset that must remain 
to encourage sustainability, social 
wellbeing and for its tourism poten-
tial of encouraging visitors to the 
many events hosted at the hall.

Another speaker raised the subject 
of resilience, highlighting the role 
that the village hall played during 
the ‘snowmageddon’ event of 2013 
when Brodick hall was used as a 
meeting point for residents and 
a base for food distribution and 
communications.

While a question and answer ses-
sion could not take place due to time 
constraints, Mr McHarg did invite 
one speaker to air his opinion and 
it was perhaps the most poignant 
comment of all.

Chairman of the community hall 
association, John Sillars explained 
his role in the organisation, having 
taken over the bookings for the hall 
on a ‘temporary’ basis in 2005 when 

the agreement was made that the 
committee would utilise the income 
from the hall to subsidise communi-
ty groups and events, and a third of 
it would return to the council.

Subsidising the early years class 
fees, the annual Christmas party 
and a great many other events, John 
described the events as the ‘things 
that keep us close’ as a community.

Speaking convincingly and pas-
sionately about the hall and its use 
as a focal point for the community, 
John stressed the point by ending 
his comment with a simple but very 
well supported statement: ‘We want 
to keep this hall and we want to run 
it for the bene� t of the community.’

� e views gathered from the event 
will now join those from 14 other 
workshops held throughout North 
Ayrshire and will be compiled into 
a document which will help decide 
the future of local facilities in North 
Ayrshire.

Residents can also contribute their 
views online at www.north-ayr-
shire.gov.uk /your-community/
your-voice-your-view.aspx where 
more than 70 people have already 
contributed their opinions, among 
them Kirsty.

Restricted
She said: ‘Our local library in 

Brodick is important to me. A source 
of books, mini art exhibitions, local 
information, book bug, access to 
computers and is used by the Action 
on Hearing Loss volunteers to pro-
vide a service to people on Arran. 
� e service is already restricted to 
part-time opening hours. Please do 
not reduce the opening times any 
further.’

A decision on the future of Arran 
Library, Brodick hall and other 
council subsidised centres will be 
made by council o�  cials later this 
year a� er a � nal report has been 
submitted to them in November.

Residents’ impassioned plea 
to save village amenities

Engagement and participation o�  cers, Anne Marie Hunter and Pam Crosthwaite, with Jim McHarg 01_B20engage01; participants are seated in small 
groups to discuss and contribute their views 01_B20engage02; chairman of the community hall association John Sillars. 01_B20engage07

Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Words and photos
by Colin Smeeton

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE
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PS Waverley runs 
out of steam
Paddle Steamer Waverley has 
been withdrawn from service 
and will not be able to ful� l 
any of her sailing programme 
for 2019.

� e sad news for those that 
hold a deep a� ection for the 
last seagoing paddle steamer 
in the world follows ongoing 
repairs but a� er extensive 
consultation and investiga-
tion has resulted in the ship’s 
boiler being condemned.

Despite trying to � nd alter-
native methods of securing 
the service for more than 
three months, the vessel has 
had to be withdrawn from 
service for the � rst time in 45 
years.

Waverley Excursions gener-
al manager Paul Semple said: 
‘� e whole Waverley team 
is deeply disappointed that 
we are unable to repair the 
ship’s boilers and operate this 

season despite every e� ort 
being made to overcome the 
challenges presented.

‘I know � rst-hand the 
fondness that the general 
public have for Waverley 
and I know this news will be 
disappointing for the tens of 
thousands of passengers who 
would have sailed with us this 
year around the UK.

‘� e registered charity 
which owns Waverley will 

shortly launch an appeal to 
save the ship and ensure she 
sails again. � e cost of the 
required works is signi� cant 
but if every passenger who 
would have sailed this year 
was able to donate the cost 
of a ticket towards the appeal 
then we will be able to return 
Waverley to steam next year.

‘More than ever we need 
support to preserve this icon-
ic vessel as the last seagoing 

paddle steamer in the world.’
� e withdrawal of Waverley 

will be felt by the many coast-
al communities she visits 
on her annual programme, 
including on Arran, where 
her sailings continue to be 
well supported and enjoyed 
by enthusiasts and visitors.

Donations can be made by 
visiting waverleyexcursions.
co.uk or calling 0141 243 
2224 or by texting STEAM 
followed by your chosen 
amount £10 or £20 to 70085.

Waverley was gi� ed to the 
Paddle Steamer Preservation 
Society in 1974 for £1. Since 
1975 she has operated on 
a ‘not-for-pro� t’ basis and 
is owned by a registered 
charity.

Since being preserved and 
restored she has carried more 
than 6 million passengers and 
visits more than 60 ports and 
piers around the UK o� ering 
a variety of day, a� ernoon 
and evening cruises.

Scottish Government o�  cials 
will visit Arran next week to 
ask for input on the  National 
Islands Plan.

� ey want to hear about 
the challenges islanders face 
and how these issues could 
be addressed as part of the 
development of the National 
Islands Plan.

� e event, which will take 
place at Brodick hall on 
Wednesday May 22, starting 
at 7.30pm with refreshments, 
will be one of more than 50 
such events taking place 
across 40 of Scotland’s 
islands between now and the 
middle of July.

� e event is billed as ‘a 
unique and exciting op-
portunity to shape future 
policy and strategy’, and all 
islanders are invited to get 
involved.

� ere is also an online 
consultation at consult.gov.
uk (search for the National 
Islands Plan) or email info@
islandsteam.scot if you 

would prefer a hard copy of 
the consultation document.

� e Islands (Scotland) 
Act 2018 was granted royal 
assent in July 2018 and one of 
the key measures in the Act 
requires everyone who makes 
or designs new policies, strat-
egies or services to consider 
how these will impact on 
islands. One of the ways that 
this will operate is through 
Island Communities Impact 
Assessments.

Your views on both the 
National Islands Plan and 
the Islands Communities 
Impact Assessments will 
help authorities formulate, 
and guide them on how these 
impact assessments and the 
National Islands Plan will 
operate.

Call for islanders to 
have their say on 
National Islands Plan

YOURSTORY
email us at editor@arranbanner.co.uk
telephone 01770 302142

PS Waverley pictured near Lochranza. Photograph: Stuart Whiston. 

by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
by Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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LETTERS Write to us: send your letters to editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
or � e Editor, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

Thought for the week

Whatever � oats 
your boat...

I know that your goodness and 
love will be with me all my life; 
and your house will be my home 
as long as I live. Psalm 23:6

Celebrating memories
Sir,
� e Whiting Bay Memories group 
would like to thank everyone 
who took part in our weekend 
Celebration of Whiting Bay Past and 
Present. It is not possible to thank 
everyone personally, there are just 
far too many.

To all our bunting makers, for 
spending hundreds of hours con-
verting unwanted fabrics into 600 
metres plus of fabulous bunting, and 
all who braved the terrible weather 
when it was put up, thank you, the 
village looks wonderful.

To the village hall committee, 
thank you for all your support, we 
couldn’t have done this without 
you. Special thanks go to Whiting 
Bay Primary pupils and sta�  – our 
banners looked stunning!  � anks 
to our artists, our face-in-the-hole 
boards will be enjoyed by many for 
years to come.

Our young musicians, and those 
a little older, you were all excellent 
and very professional. You added 
something special to the occasion.

To the Bowling Club, and the 
Improvements, thank you for all 
your support and for organising 
your special events which were 
enjoyed by many.

To our businesses, thank you for 
embracing the idea and joining 
in the celebrations. Your bunting 
looked wonderful and we are sorry 
for traumatising you with a camera!

Everyone who took part in our 
DVD � lming, you were all great. 
Well done!

To all our exhibitors and makers, 
thank you for your wonderful e� ort, 
our special exhibits were indeed 
very special.

� ank you so much to the many 
volunteers, your hard work before 
during and a� er the event made this 
all possible, without you none of this 
would ever have happened.

� ank you also to everyone who 
contributed to our ever-growing 
collection of memories, by sharing 
yours you allowed so many people 
to enjoy them and in many cases, re-
live them with old friends and new.

On a � nancial note, to all those 
who donated ra�  e and tombola 
prizes, thank you all very much. We 
began without a penny to our name, 
but thanks to everyone’s support 
and generosity, we have managed to 
pay all of our bills. We should still 
have enough le�  to establish our 
memories group and develop some 
of our new ideas.

Last but not least, thank you to 
everyone who came along and 
joined in the celebration. We hope 
you enjoyed it as much as we did.

Yours,
Barbara I’Anson
� e Whiting Bay Memories 
Group.

Ferry fears
Sir,
Over the past 50 years as a resident 
of Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, fre-
quent day trips to the Isle of Arran 
have been a pleasant relaxation.

It was a great privilege to wake to a 
bright summer morning and decide 
to head for Ardrossan, perhaps with 
our bikes, and have a day on the 
island. Sometimes we would leave 
the bikes, and take the dogs and 
have a day on the hills. One essential  
annual visit is to Arran Show, when 
we take some elderly friends by car.

I holiday on the island every year 
for a month, in addition to several 
short breaks. � is year I have had 
one short break so far, but for the 
� rst time ever I am uneasy about 
attempting a day trip.

I need to use the li�  from the car 
deck because of arthritic problems, 
and I now understand that there are 
issues with the li�  on the Caledonian 
Isles.

Also, it appears that there is no 
longer a reliable timetable for the 
island services.  Ferry and port 
malfunctions with the added hazard 
of newfound sensitivities to weather 
vagaries have lead to many surpris-
ing cancellations.

Taking elderly passengers for a 
day trip to the island risks being 
benighted as ferries can be cancelled 
without warning.

Surely this situation is untenable. 

What is for me a regrettable incon-
venience must be wholly unaccept-
able for the people of Arran.

Whilst it appears that there has 
been ineptitude at an executive 
level on the part of the Scottish 
Government and also Caledonian 
MacBrayne, I would stress that 
my experience of support to the 
traveller on board and in port by the 
sta�  of CalMac is beyond reproach.    
� is applies not only on the Arran 
services but the Hebridean and West 
of Scotland services.

I shall be most grateful if someone 
can provide assurance that a solution 
to these problems is under urgent 
consideration and con� dence in the 
island service can be restored.

Yours,
Nancy Anderson
Strathaven

Ferry frustration
Sir,
One of the many ferry frustrations 
raised at the recent Arran Ferry 
Action Group (AFAG) public 
meeting concerned concessionary 
fare ticketing. CalMac at Brodick 
seem unable/unwilling to issue con-
cessionary driver/passenger tickets 
in the circumstance where vehicles 
are booked on the ferry online or by 
telephone.

One can collect one’s car travel 
ticket at the Brodick port control 
booth on arrival but one is then 
obliged to park the car, walk some 
250m to the terminal booking o�  ce 
to purchase the ticket(s), then walk 
250m to the control booth to hand 
it/them in and then a further 250m 
back to the car. Not very pleasant if 
one is elderly, probably with walking 
di�  culties, and especially nasty for 
anyone in winter when one is very 
likely to be exposed to horizontal 
driving freezing rain.

Concession passenger tickets 
can be issued at the Ardrossan 
control booth and on the moving 
Lochranza/Kintyre ferry. Why is it 
not possible to do this at Brodick?

� is question has been repeat-
edly put to the Arran Community 
Council and the Arran Ferry 

Committee without any progress 
towards resolution. Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport (SPT) is 
involved, but says it is impossible 
to make any changes. Additionally, 
it says, it is impossible to prevent 
abuse of concessionary scheme with 
online/ telephone bookings!

One way forward here, we suggest, 
might be to restrict the use of each 
concession card via its unique num-
ber, to one concessionary return 
journey to Ardrossan per day. Who 
would possibly want to do the jour-
ney more than once per day? Each 
concessionary card could be viewed 
at the Brodick control booth when 
picking up the associated car ticket.

� ese points are being put to 
Gordon Maclennan, chief executive 
of SPT, and Robbie Drummond, MD 
of CalMac. We will keep all of  you 
informed of progress via the AFAG 
web site, www.arranferries.scot

Yours,
John Ford
Arran Ferries Action Group

Personal choice
Sir,
� e Mobile Breast Screening van 
is due to arrive in Brodick on 
Wednesday May 22 for approxi-
mately four weeks.

It was last here three years ago 
when of the 856 women invited 
for screening 163 did not attend or 
declined the invite. � at’s just over 
19 per cent.

I did attend and as a result a small 
tumour (otherwise undetectable) 
was discovered and I was able to 
have the appropriate treatment.

Obviously attending for screening 
is a matter of personal choice – I am 
just very glad that I did.

Yours,
Carol Mills
Sliddery

ME Awareness Month
Sir,
Many of your readers living with 
the complex, neurological condition 
myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME) 
are missing out on normal life; 

Rustic boats in a small village 
harbour can help paint a pretty 
picture of a sleepy seaside idyll 
but when, a� er many years, they 
reach an advanced stage of dete-
rioration, they start to portray 
the signs of coastal village de-
cline and can become an eyesore.

With an appreciative nod to 
our laissez-faire attitude, and a 
proud � shing heritage, now long 
past, many of Arran’s smaller 
informal harbours and boat stor-
age areas have traditionally been 
tolerated, even when becoming a 
bit ramshackle – a� er all, we are 
an island and we ask ourselves 
what harm are they doing?

One of the many pleasures of 
living on Arran includes the 
fact that a small rowing boat, for 
instance, can be le�  on a remote 
shore without the need for legis-
lation, strict rules, enforcement 
or o�  cial involvement.

So it would be a great pity 
if now, in an age of increased 
tourism, we are to lose one of 
the great freedoms that we all 
enjoy. Do we really want stricter 
rules regarding vessel moorings, 
harbours and storage?

Let’s hope that the Corrie and 
Sannox Village Committee 
can � nd an amicable solution 
to the Corrie harbour problem 
with the support of the villagers 
and without the need for any 
enforcement measures to be 
introduced.

� ey could, of course, take a 
leaf out of Whiting Bay’s book 
and turn an unsightly old boat 
into a well loved, bright and 
colourful village icon.

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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At The Arran Banner, we endeavour to 
ensure all our reports are fair and accurate 
and comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mistakes 
happen from time to time. If you think 
we have made a signi� cant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing editor@
arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog 
Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your issue 
in a timeous, reasonable and amicable 
manner. However, if you are unsatis� ed 
with our response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 2220 
or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is 
an independent body that deals with 
complaints from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. We will 
abide by the decision of IPSO.

The Editor welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and addresses 
MUST be supplied to indicate good faith, 
although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, 
if available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 
8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk Emailed letters can only 
be considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

one in four are so severely ill they 
are house- and/or bed-bound. As 
part of our work for global ME 
Awareness Month in May, UK 
charity Action for ME is asking 
everyone with ME to share their 
experiences of healthcare, welfare 
bene� ts, employment and educa-
tion in our Big Survey.

We will use what you tell us to 
campaign more e� ectively for better 
services and support, and improve 
the lives of children, young people 
and adults with ME. Take our Big 
Survey now at www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/afmebigsurvey, open until 
Friday August  2 – and please get in 
touch on 0117 927 9551 if you need 
information and support for you or 
a family member.

Yours,
Sonya Chowdhury
Chief Executive Action for ME

Fundraising drive
Sir,
� e Scottish SPCA are appealing to 
kind-hearted locals to help at the 
Pets at Home Summer Fundraising 
Drive to raise vital funds for abused, 
abandoned and injured animals in 
their care.

Scotland’s animal welfare charity 
is looking for anyone who can spare 
even an hour of their time to volun-
teer at the Kilmarnock Pets at Home 
store. It’s a great activity to do with 
friends, work colleagues or come 
along and meet new people.

From May 17 to June 13, people 
can pop down to their nearest Pets 
at Home store where they will get 
the chance to meet Scottish SPCA 
volunteers, supporters, sta�  mem-
bers and dogs from the Scottish 
SPCA’s animal rescue and rehoming 
centres.

� e Scottish SPCA receives no 
government funding and we rely 
on the kindness and generosity of 
the public to continue our work. 
We would be extremely grateful if 
anyone would like to donate their 
time and help us raise vital funds.’

Yours,
Sharon Comrie
Scottish SPCA  

Describing it as ‘one of God’s magic moments’, 14-year old Alex Barnett of Glasgow experienced a 
chimerical moment and managed to capture it with these photographs. Explaining the experience, 
Alex said: ‘My papa and I parked in the layby in Lamlash at the “No Fishing” sign to take a photograph 
of a seal. Suddenly an otter appeared at my feet, stared at me then disappeared below the water to 
return almost immediately with a small � sh/eel in its mouth which it seemed to o� er to me as a gift.’
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Island-wide initiative celebrates health and wellbeing week
Pupils from all of Arran’s 
schools have been involved in 
a large number of educational 
events and activities as part 
of health and wellbeing week, 
writes Colin Smeeton.

Focusing on both physical 
and metal health, the initia-
tive involved an outdoor day 
at Dymill, an outdoor cook-
ing day, a football game on 
Lamlash Green, a walk up to 
the Roots of Arran commu-
nity land, a cycle to Brodick, 
a summit ascent of Goatfell 
and a beach clean in Lamlash, 
among many others.

�e highlight for many came 
on Wednesday when all the 
island’s P5/6/7 and S1 to S3 pu-
pils took part in a Farm to Fork 
initiative which, with the assis-
tance of the Royal Highland 
Education Trust (RHET), 

involved over 13 exhibitors – 
local and from further a�eld 
– hosting demonstrations and 
activities aimed at teaching 
children about where their 
food comes from and the bene-
�ts of healthy eating.

Depute head teacher 
Quinton Black, speaking at 
the Farm to Fork event at 
Lamlash Primary School, 
said: ‘�is initiative serves 
not only to educate pupils 
about making educated and 
informed choices about food 
but it also demonstrates some 
of the many career options 
that are available to school 
leavers without having to 
leave the island.’

Island food producers who 
hosted exhibits included 
farmer David Henderson of 
Kilpatrick Farm, who intro-

duced the children to some of 
his sheep and explained the 
process of farming while an-
swering any other questions 
that the children had about 
food, farming, sheep, cattle 
and raising livestock.

Children were also invited 
to climb into the huge tractor 
that was parked in the school 
property while indoors 
children sampled bread from 
the Blackwater Bakehouse 
and cheese from the Arran 
Cheese Shop, all while learn-
ing all about how the prod-
ucts are made. Children also 
learned about beekeeping and 
sampled honey and could try 
on a beekeeper’s suit from the 
Arran Bee Group.

Local butcher David 
McKinnon of the Arran 
Butcher attracted a huge 

Pupils are allowed to climb into the Massey Ferguson tractor to see what it would be like 
to operate the machine. 01_B20farm02

Pupils line up to see the sheep brought to the school by David Henderson of Kilpatrick 
Farm. 01_B20farm01

George Grassie of Blackwater Bakehouse gives each pupil a taste of the bread that is 
produced in his bakery at Blackwaterfoot. 01_B20farm03

A hands-on experience, young boys experiment with the barley used in producing whisky. 

01_B20farm04

Douglas Coulter, tour guide at Lochranza Distillery, shares a laugh with three young girls 
asking about the distillation process. 01_B20farm05
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Island-wide initiative celebrates health and wellbeing week
amount of interest from chil-
dren with an exhibit of a lamb 
carcass which he later por-
tioned in a demonstration for 
the older children. Younger 
children who wished to were 
allowed to feel and touch the 
skinned lamb with gloves 
on their hands while David 
answered any questions about 
meat, butchering and healthy 
eating.

Equally popular were the 
Arran Distillery exhibit 
– where children had to op-
portunity to try the product 
prior to the fermentation 
process where alcohol is 
produced – and the exhibit of 
Robin’s Herbs where children 
eagerly enjoyed tasting and 
identifying the herb samples.

Two interesting and in-
formative exhibits were those 

of RHET representatives 
Elaine Bryson and Christine 
Cuthbertson who taught the 
children about milling wheat 
and arable farming. Elaine 
taught the children about 
the concepts of food miles, 
sustainability and healthy 
eating while promoting 
farming and countryside 
practices.

Elaine said: ‘�e Royal 
Highland Education Trust 
works with children and 
volunteers to provide free 
educational activities 
and experiential learning 
opportunities linked to the 
Curriculum for Excellence.

‘People have lost the con-
nection between food and 
farms and we are delighted 
to be visiting Arran again 
to rebuild that connection. 

�e children have been very 
receptive to learning more 
about farming, particularly 
during our recent farm visits, 
and they are better able to 
make choices about the food 
that they eat to be able to 
make better life choices.’

Faculty leader for hospital-
ity, technical and health and 
wellbeing Lucy Urquhart-
Dixon said: ‘�ank you to 
Elaine of RHET and all of 
the exhibitors for helping 
to make this possible. With 
the assistance of the many 
teachers and exhibitors who 
have been involved, we have 
helped to inspire the children 
to provide them with the 
knowledge and skills and 
coping mechanisms required 
to develop into well rounded, 
con�dent individuals.’

Ayrshire and Arran project coordinator 
for RHET Elaine Bryson watches on as 
pupils assemble plastic food items. 
01_B20farm06

Primary pupils handle the meat provided by the Arran Butcher. 01_B20farm07

Pupils try on a beekeeper’s suit 
with Arran beekeeper Margo 

McLellan. 01_B20farm08

Butcher David McKinnon shows the pupils the various cuts of meat and explains the 
butchering process. 01_B20farm09

Robin Gray asks pupils to identify the taste of the various herbs he has given them to 
sample. 01_B20farm10

A popular choice, Arran Cheese Shop supplies had to be constantly replenished. 01_B20farm11
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We live in a bold new modern era 
where traditional gender roles have 
changed with the times and women 
are freeer than they have ever 
been to follow their own pursuits. 
Some choose to raise a family, some 
choose to work, and many do both. 

In the previously male dominated 
world of business, women have 
made huge inroads in changing 
stereotypes and they are now 
paving the way for others to follow.

And while we can all celebrate the 
achievements of businesspeople 
on Arran, let us take some time 
to celebrate the achievements 
and accomplishments of the 
women on Arran who are 
following their dreams 
and making a name 
for themselves in 
business.

Let’s meet some of these inspiring 
business women to learn about 
what motivates them, how 
they started out in the 
business world and 
what it is that drives 
them to succeed.

Women in Business
Lynn Walker – 

Chameleon Ladies 
Boutique

‘It has long been my ambition to own a 
boutique that o� ers something di� erent.  
Returning to Arran after a career in 



� e Arran Banner
Saturday 18 May 2019 FEATURE  13

London, the opportunity to refurbish 
the Post O�  ce in Lamlash was too 
good to miss!

‘I’m now in my sixth season and enjoy 
every day assisting my customers 
to feel great. A visit to Chameleon 
should be an enjoyable and personal 
experience not just a shopping trip - 
that’s what the internet is for.  Browse 
uninterrupted or relax while we do 
the hard work and suggest styles and 
accessories to meet your every day or 
special occasion needs.

‘My frustration is that despite all my 
e� orts to promote the business, I still 
meet locals who didn’t know the shop 
was there or assume it’s somehow 
“not for me”.  Come and visit to see for 
yourself!’

Chameleon Ladies Boutique is next 
to Thomson’s garage in the centre of 
Lamlash. Open Monday to Saturday 
10:30am – 5pm.

Brèagha Holistic 
Beauty - Shona 

Catriona Dunsmuir 

‘I relocated to Arran eight years ago 
with a BSc in Medical Illustration and a 
BA (Hons) in Fine and Applied Arts. My 
new location inspired me to follow my 
lifelong dream of becoming self em-
ployed. I decided to amalgamate and 
develop my skills and open Brèagha.  

My main interests were advanced mas-

sage and nail structures, fuelled by my 
previous attainments in anatomy and 
physiology and sculpture.  I wanted 
Brèagha to present a nurturing, relax-
ing environment, conducive to healing.  
Since opening I have continued to 
develop my techniques and skills.  I 
am currently half-way through my 
Advanced Remedial Massage Diploma 
at Glasgow Caledonian University, 
which will be completed in November.  

Thanks to local support Brèagha be-
came my full time job six months after 
opening and has steadily grown since.  
I am excited for the future and owe so 
much to my fantastic clients, who made 
my dream a reality.” 

The Arran Gift Box - 
Shiona McGarrigle

Shiona is the owner of The Arran Gift 
Box Company. 

‘Originally from Lamlash, I left to go 
to university and after eight years of 
working in digital marketing, decided 
to move back to Arran to bring up 
my two girls with my husband.  I also 
partner my  husband Tom at Eyespace 
Digital - a creative web design agency 
who have many Arran clients,  and has 
a business with Forever - The Aloe Vera 
Company, both businesses brought 
over to the island and are still going 
strong.

‘The Arran Gift Box was set up to bring 
together some of the wonderful prod-

ucts found on the Island and create 
the “perfect gift for every occasion”. 
As well as working with local B&B’s, 
hotels and guesthouses to provide 
welcoming gifts for guests, Arran Gift 
boxes are now sold all over the UK from 
the website, with plans to expand the 
range this year.’

Johnston’s Arran 
Bookroom - Heather 

Johnston

Johnston’s Arran Bookroom is a small 
bookshop in Atholl House, Lamlash 
specialising in rare and out-of-print 
books about the Isle of Arran - a collec-
tion built up over many years by 
Heather and her late husband Donald. 
‘There are so many books about Arran, 
novels for adults and children set on 
Arran and books by Arran authors. It’s 
fascinating,’ says Heather. There are 
also many nautical books for sale - pre-
viously  in the Marine Stores in Lamlash- 
especially books relating to diving, 
shipwreck and salvage and a huge col-
lection of vintage children’s books. ‘I 
have so many, it is impossible to display 
them all!’ Many books are available on-
line at Abebooks.co.uk but Heather 
prefers to sell the Arran titles actually 
on Arran as a slightly di� erent holiday 
souvenir or a special gift for an Arran 
resident. The shop is open by appoint-
ment:  phone 01770 600344 or email 
heather@johnstonsarranbookroom.
co.uk



Janie’s - Janie MacIntyre

‘I worked in the airlines for over ten years 
prior to moving to Arran in 2002 having 
met and married my husband. After own-
ing a local public house I took over the 
cafe in 2013.  The previous owners had re-
signed which left an opening and I was 
asked to take over by Duncan Russell. The 
cafe was perfect as the hours are more 
suitable for my family life especially as we 
now had a young son.

‘I love my job and have a family orientated 
business now because my niece has per-
manently moved over to the island and we 
work together in the cafe. We have both 
made our lives here now. 

‘Janie’s prides ourselves on supplying 
homemade produce to our customers 
and were delighted to win the VisitArran 
Homebakers’ of the Year award.’

Mariko Clothing - 
Naomi Boyd

‘I opened Mariko Clothing in May 2018 after 
initially hosting small parties at home in 
Sliddery. Originally stocking plus size cloth-
ing, I was soon asked if I could start stocking 
regular sizes too.  An opportunity to rent a 
small space at Kilmory Hall came up and it 
o� ered me a great way to start slowly build-
ing the business alongside my other work, 
and to get involved with the local commu-
nity. I’ve got to know so many lovely ladies 
who have o� ered me fantastic support. It’s 
great encouraging people to try something 
di� erent and seeing how something cut to 
� atter their shape can give so much con� -
dence. I’m so lucky to have such fun with 
my customers and getting to know what 
styles and colours work best for them. 

I stock mainly Made in Italy clothing, with 
most items priced at under £30. I am 
open Monday - Friday 10am-3pm and by 
appointment outwith these times.’

Island Porcelain - 
Tracy Gibson

Tracy is a very talented painter and crafter 
who now runs Island Porcelain.  British 
birds make up the majority of their de-
signs, though there is

a small range of porcelain animals such 
as dolphins, seals, red squirrels and their 
popular Corrie sheep.

‘My family come from Arran and I always 
wanted to come back and live here and 
have been on the island all my working life. 

‘Having raised my � ve children on the back 
of the Boathouse, Brodick for 15 years I was 
looking to do something di� erent. When 
Island Porcelain and Studio 4 both came 
available  I felt it was a sign to take on a 
new creative project which excited me. 
The hand-crafted porcelain � gures are 
inspired by the exceptional wildlife and 
breath-taking scenery on and around our 
beautiful island and have, to date, found 
new homes as far away as Australia, New 
Zealand and Canada - proof indeed that 
our Island’s charm does truly extend 
worldwide.’

Bell’s of Arran - 
Elizabeth Bell

You know when your child says some-
thing doesn’t � t and they need it for 
school today? At the time there was no-
where on Arran to go to purchase the 
shorts her son needed so Elizabeth start-

� e Arran Banner
Saturday 18 May 201914  FEATURE



Get in touch:
telephone: 07883 302021
email: info@thearrangiftbox.com

www.thearrangiftbox.com

Are you a hotel, B&B or holiday
home owner that would love to
leave your guests the perfect gi�?

An Arran Gift Box is the ideal welcoming
gift for your guests, choosing from a selection
of popular Arran products.

We deliver our boxes all over the UK, to view
our full range visit our website.

Our bespoke Arran Gift Boxes include some of the Island's
fantastic products, the perfect gift for any occasion.

ed to think of how she could create a 
business selling clothing. Coincidently at 
a family Sunday dinner her parents said: 
‘Why don’t you sell clothing at the market 
as well as your craft items?’ She started 
researching by looking at clothing whole-
salers and soon discovered excess stock 
clothing from high street shops. This 
meant short runs of clothing could be 
purchased and on January 22, 2015 Bell’s 
� rst clothing delivery arrived, making her 
dream a reality.

After a great deal of hard work Elizabeth 
now � nds herself with a shop crammed 
full of clothing and pro� t margins have 
started to increase, to the point that she is 
now able to pay herself a wage. Elizabeth 
is a single parent with Fibromyalgia which 
means work options are limited and work-
ing for herself now means that she is able 
to work. 

Jess MacDonald 
Brass Jewellery - Jess 

MacDonald Brass

‘I moved back to Arran a year ago, with my 
husband and young children, to be close 
to our parents. I left a job of 18 years in 
one of Scotland largest jewellers work-
shops, which had become a second family 
to me! 

‘I carried on making jewellery as a hobby 
when I came to Arran, with the hope of 
starting up my own small business from 
home. This has allowed me a perfect bal-
ance of being there for my young family 
and doing what I love. With the amazing 
support of the community here, I am on 
the road to setting up my small business. 

‘Being surrounded by such breathtaking 
landscapes, the natural textures and 
wondrous � ora and fauna, I’m constantly 
exploring new ideas with metal. I draw a 
lot of my designs from what’s around me 
that day. Whether its picking Heather with 
my children from Machrie Moor, my quiet 
walks on Blackwaterfoot beach, taking in 
the energy from the sea or just driving 
from Lamlash to Brodick with the view of 
those mountains...there’s so much around 
Arran that inspires me.

‘It can be hard work and scary at times jug-
gling children, jobs and setting up a new 
business, but it’s been overwhelmingly 
satisfying seeing it slowly come together!’

Kate’s Ladies Hairdresser 
- Kate Robinson

‘Always wanting to be a hairdresser, at 16, I 
applied to the Rainbow Room, a top 
award-winning Salon in Glasgow. I loved 
and admired their atmosphere and profes-
sionalism. After a gruelling application 
process, I was successful, and moved o�  
the island to begin my training and career. 
Seeing my love, passion and � are for col-
ouring my manager sent me on an ad-
vanced colour course. I proudly won a 
prestigious award for Assistant Stylist of 
the Year and, once quali� ed, stayed and 
worked with them until I moved back to 
Arran to work for myself. With over ten 
years’ experience what I love most about 
being a hairdresser is the ability to create 
the perfect colour or cut for someone, 
knowing they are leaving with a smile on 
their face and a magic glow. We all know if 
your hair looks good, you feel good and 
that’s my goal in my work.’

Faye’s Foot Clinic - 
Faye Anderson

‘I was born and brought up in the island, I left 
to go away and study and travel. After ten 
years away I wanted to return home. 

When I came home I drove an HGV at Arran 
Haulage for three years. Then I trained as a 
Foot Health Practitioner. I realised that there 
was a need for this service on the island. The 
service I o� er is general foot care including 
nail trimming, care of corns and callus, ver-
ucas and diabetic foot care. 

‘I love my job and it’s really to meet so many 
nice people. It’s a very satisfying job being able 
to help people. Every day is di� erent for me. 

‘I’m my spare time I like to walk my dogs. I like 
to ride my horse and am an active member of 
the Arran Riding Club. I also keep a small � ock 
of Su� olk and Zwartbles sheep.’
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Council approves new structure
aimed at streamlining services
North Ayrshire Council has 
approved a new chief o�  cer 
and directorate structure in 
an e� ort to transform and 
streamline its services.

A meeting of the council’s 
sta�  ng and recruitment 
committee con� rmed the 
changes which are now under 
way and will take e� ect in two 
phases.

By the time the restructure 
is completed in 2020/21, 
the number of directorates 
and executive directors will 
reduce from four to two and 
the post of one head of service 
will be removed and a dedi-
cated director post to deliver 
growth and investment will 
be created.

Chief executive Craig 
Hatton said: ‘We have great 
ambitions for the people of 
North Ayrshire and its econ-
omy. To help us achieve our 
aims, we are altering the way 
our services are structured.

‘� e result will be a more 
streamlined, e�  cient struc-
ture which will allow us to 
be leaner, sharper and better 

North Ayrshire Council 
chief executive Craig 
Hatton said the restruc-
turing would allow for ‘a 
more streamlined, e�  cient 
structure’ which will be 
‘leaner, sharper and better 
positioned to focus on our 
priorities’. Picture by John Young. 

positioned to focus on our 
priorities. � ese changes will 
encourage us to work and 
think di� erently and allow 
our services to work more 
closely – collaborative work-
ing will be key to our future 
success.’

Phase one of the restruc-
ture is already under way 
and will see the formation of 
two new council directorates 
that re� ect their two strate-
gic themes of communities 
and place.

Communities will com-
prise the services delivered 
under education and youth 
employment alongside those 
services currently delivered 
by connected communities.

Place will comprise all 
services currently deliv-
ered by place alongside 
economic development and 
regeneration.

� ese two new directorates 
will each have an executive 
director and these new posts 
are being advertised with 
appointments made by the 
summer.

To ensure the success 
of the recently-approved 
Ayrshire Growth Deal, the 
executive director for econo-
my and communities, Karen 
Yeomans, will now spear-
head its implementation 
in North Ayrshire and the 

wider growth and investment 
opportunities, by taking on 
the new role of director of 
growth and investment.

Additionally, the council’s 
executive director for � nance 
and corporate support has 
indicated that she wishes to 
retire during 2020/21 as part 
of phase two of the restruc-
ture. � is post – alongside 
that of the head of service, 
customer and digital servic-
es, which is currently vacant 
– will not be replaced. 

� e responsibilities for 
these posts will be assumed 
by the head of service for � -
nancial and customer servic-
es, and the head of service for 
people and transformation.

� e Health and Social Care 
Partnership will remain 
una� ected by these changes 
however, it is currently 
recruiting for the head of 
service (children, families 
and justice) and is giving 
consideration to the nature 
of the other vacant position, 
head of service health and 
community care.

Free radios are music 
to the ears of Arran’s 
visually impaired
Visually impaired people on 
Arran are being invited to 
check if they are eligible for 
a free specially adapted audio 
device from a leading blind 
charity.

British Wireless for the 
Blind Fund (BWBF) provides 
a range of equipment all 
designed with blind and par-
tially sighted people in mind. 
� e equipment is given free 
of charge to those who meet 
BWBF’s criteria.

� e charity, which celebrat-
ed its 90th year in service 
last year, provides devices 
such as CD players, digital 
radios, USB players and much 
more. Everything is designed 
with tactile controls, ena-
bling someone with sight 
loss to use them easily and 
independently.

Regional development 
mana ger Sophie Wheldon, 
said: ‘Our recipients tell us 
that their radio is invaluable 
to them, allowing them to 
access a huge variety of audio 
all at the touch of a button. 
All equipment is delivered to 
the home by a volunteer who 
sets it all up and provides 

The radios are designed 
with the visually impaired 
in mind with large easy to 
use controls. 

support in using it and we 
o� er ongoing support.

‘Our radios are vital to 
someone who cannot see 
– they provide news, infor-
mation and entertainment 
but also, more importantly, 
companionship and a friend-
ly voice. It’s much more than 
just a radio.’

If you or someone you 
know is interested in a BWBF 
radio, you can contact Sophie 
Wheldon by email at sophie@
blind.org.uk or by telephone 
on 01283 790 208.

More information on 
British Wireless for the Blind 
Fund can be found at www.
blind.org.uk.

Jaeger Le Coultre 
Atmos Clock
Sold for £750

Black Bowmore 1964 
Sold for £15,000

Flawless four carat 
diamond ring 

Sold for £40,000

Tudor wrist watch
Sold for £16,000

Italian silver grouse 
Sold for £1,700

Chinese bronze foe dog 
Sold for £3,400

With dedicated auctions and specialist departments in Silver, Ceramics, Clocks, Scientific Instruments, Whisky, Wine, Jewellery, Watches, Coins, Asian Works of Art, Militaria, Furniture, 
Pictures, Scottish Contemporary Art and Sporting Medals, McTear’s offers a style of service seen in only a handful of auction houses outside of London.

Specialists will be visiting residents at their homes on the 7th and 8th June to offer complimentary, no obligation valuations and to accept consignments for the international auctions 
taking place in Glasgow in June, July and August.

Live online bidding brings these Glasgow auctions to an international audience.  Every lot is offered on the-saleroom.com bidding platform that boasts 2.9 million visits per month. Let 
McTear’s take your lot to the world.

To discuss a home visit please contact Magda Ketterer on 0141 810 2880 or email magda@mctears.co.uk.

INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONS
FIRST CLASS SERVICE

                               MCTEAR’S SPECIALISTS WILL BE ON ARRAN TO OFFER AUCTION VALUATIONS

Glasgow:  31 Meiklewood Road G51 4GB | 0141 810 2880 
Edinburgh (by appointment only):  7 Hopetoun Crescent EH7 4AY | 0131 357 1235

mctears.co.uk
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Council seeks public 
views on Gaelic 
language plans
North Ayrshire Council is 
seeking the views of residents 
from across the region in 
order to help formulate the 
Gaelic Language Plan which 
will be put in place for the 
next � ve years.

� e � rst Gaelic Language 
Plan was introduced in 2014, 
covering the period of 2014-
2019, and the refreshed, up-
dated and approved version 
will be in place until 2024.

� e updated plan will now 
be subject to a consultation 
period where residents can 
look over the details and pro-
vide some input into it before 
it is � nalised.

� e consultation period, 
which will last until Monday 
June 10, will provide the 
opportunity to share your 
views on what is working 
well, what changes to the 
dra�  you would make and 
what can be done to develop 
Gaelic further.

Since the � rst Gaelic 
Language Plan was intro-
duced, a number of measures 
have been implemented to 
increase the visibility of 
Gaelic. � e new council logo 

MP Patricia Gibson highlights 
the plight of infant mortality
Local MP Patricia Gibson last 
� ursday led Westminster’s 
� rst debate on pre-eclamp-
sia, a condition related to 
high blood pressure during 
pregnancy which kills 100 
otherwise healthy babies a 
year in Scotland.

Mrs Gibson, who lost her 
own son Kenneth in 2009 af-
ter hospital sta�  failed to spot 
she had pre-eclampsia, said: 
‘Infant mortality has fallen 
steeply over generations, but 
there are still an unacceptable 
number of stillbirths and 
babies born prematurely 
because of this condition.

‘It is a complex illness and 
it’s di�  cult to predict who 
will develop pre-eclampsia 
or what causes it. Because 
symptoms and signs are not 
reliable or consistent, women 
may be admitted to hospital 
unnecessarily or go undiag-
nosed. I, like too many other 
women, know how tragic that 
can be.

‘Being aware of, looking for 
and dealing with pre-eclamp-
sia must be on the radar of all 

Arran MP Patricia Gibson is seeking to secure a new blood test for patients which will 
help spot signs of pre-eclampsia, a cause of infant mortality. 

health professionals dealing 
with expectant mothers. 
Recognition and early inter-
vention are vital, and when 
signs are present, it is impor-
tant they are not missed.

‘A new blood test (PIFG) in-
dicates whether an expectant 
mother has pre-eclampsia, 
needs to be admitted to 
hospital and deliver soon or 
can safely stay home. I am 

working to ensure PIFG is 
available in Ayrshire and 
across Scotland. It will save 
lives, NHS resources and 
o� er great reassurance about 
a baby’s health.’

now features Gaelic and there 
are also bilingual signs on 
buildings. 

A great deal of work has also 
been carried out in schools to 
deliver Gaelic-based learning 
through cultural activities.

Councillor Louise McPhater, 
cabinet member for commu-
nities, said: ‘So far we have 
promoted the Gaelic language 
at a minimal cost and have 
maximised opportunities for 
external funding.

‘� e new plan is now ready 
and it’s really important that 
the public look over it and 
share their thoughts. We 
look forward to hearing their 
views.’

� e Gaelic Language Plan 
is a statutory requirement 
for local authorities and last 
year the council received a 
Gaelic grant of £67,000 from 
Scottish Government.

To take part in the con-
sultation visit https://nay.
communitychoices.scot.
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YOUR GUIDE TO WHAT’S ON IN ARRAN

ENTERTAINMENT
LEISURE &
An enchanting fairy tale
at Brodick’s fairy trail
Brodick Castle and Country Park will be hosting a week-
long celebration of magic, mystery and fairies next week to 
promote their new Fairies and Legends Trail.

With mysterious names like Fairy Dell and Fairy Glen 
found in villages throughout Arran, it should come as no 
surprise that Brodick Castle and Country Park has its own 
share of resident mythical creatures hidden beneath its 
leaves, petals and bushes.

Joining their other woodland walks and forest trails the 
new Fairies and Legends Trail celebrates these mysterious 
characters and occurrences and the event will introduce 
visitors to some of the residents of the fairy world living on 
Arran.

�ere will be storytelling sessions where you can learn 
about Arran’s magical fairies at noon, 2pm and 3pm and 
there will also be a fun family workshop where you can build 
your own fairy house using natural materials at 1pm. And, 
who knows, you might even see a fairy or two.

�e Fairies and Legends Trail event will take place from 
Friday May 24 to Monday May 27, between noon and 4pm, 
and is free of charge with castle entry. �e storytelling will 
take place at the Bronze Age roundhouse and there is no 
booking required.

Belles enjoy an away day in Troon
�e Isle of Arran Belles took a 
slight detour from their usual 
cycling route and enjoyed an 
o�-island outing to Troon.

Stopping �rst at Small Talk 
Co�ee and Gi� Shop, Irvine, 
for a refreshment break with 
tea, co�ee and scones, the la-
dies then moved on to Troon 
for some retail therapy before 
enjoying lunch and returning 
home.

While meeting regularly for 
group cycles, and with the 
weather starting to improve, 
the number of cycling events 
is to set to increase exponen-
tially for the group.

�e Arran Belles have an 
away day every month from 
April to October and next 
month a visit to Cumbrae 
is on the cards. In July, 10 

Belles will visit Gigha and 
in September, 15 Belles will 
cycle the breadth of Scotland 
on the Coast to Coast route 
from Claonaig to St Andrews.

Apart from the larger 
outings, the group also meet 
twice a week, regularly cy-
cling Arran’s south loop and 
north loop.

A spokesperson for the 
group said: ‘ We like to keep 
the rides informal, although 
cycling is our motivation, our 
rides are about having fun.’

Putting their 
best foot 
forward, Isla 
Murchie, 
Annie Lloyd, 
Josephine 
Broekhuizen,  
Fiona Leslie,  
Fiona Carswell 
and Janice 
Small.
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Whiting Bay play travels 
well to take top trophy

� e Whiting Bay Club of 
Drama and Music have once 
again enjoyed theatrical suc-
cess with their play Nunquam 
Non Paratus which they per-
formed at the East Kilbride 
Rep Fest where it came in 
third place and won the 
Whitemoss Trophy.

� e winning play from 
the Arran One Act Drama 
Festival in February, which 
was written by Whiting Bay 
resident Andy McNamara, 
was very well received by the 
audience and judges when it 
competed against nine other 
plays from the area.

Cast members Allan Nichol, 
Andy McNamara, Patrick 
Scott, Zoe McGovern, Val 
Waite and piper Beverley 
Scott, together with the direc-
tor, David Simpkin, travelled 
to � e Village � eatre, East 

A village accomplishment 
taking pride of place, 
the Whitemoss Trophy, is 
displayed at the Whiting 
Bay Memories event. 

Director David Simpkin joins the travelling actors Allan Nichol and Zoe McGovern on the 
ferry to perform at the East Kilbride Rep Fest. 

Some of the star-studded cast comprising Beverley and Patrick Scott, writer and actor 
Andy McNamara, and Val Waite, who all joined their fellow cast members on the ferry. 

Piper Beverley Scott 
performs the opening 

scene in the play 
Nunquam Non Paratus. 

Kilbride, on the Kilmory 
Community Bus which was 
also loaded with their props 
and costumes.

Arriving at the venue in 
time for a quick technical re-
hearsal, the group made some 
last-minute adjustments to 
sound and lighting – and 
enjoyed some refreshments 
provided by hosts, the East 
Kilbride Repertory � eatre 
Club – before raising the cur-
tain on their performance.

� e festival was held over 
four days and the results 
were only announced a� er 
the last two plays were 
performed. � e winners 
were East Kilbride, who won 
the festival for the � rst time 
in its 35-year history, with 
last year’s winners, Fintry 
Amateur Dramatic Society, 
being placed second. Whiting 

Bay were third and received 
the Whitemoss Trophy.

Unfortunately, there was 
no one from Whiting Bay 
to receive the award at the 
presentation but Val’s moth-
er kindly accepted it and 
brought it across to Arran on 
Sunday, where it was proudly 
displayed at the Whiting Bay 
Memories event.

� e Whiting Bay Drama 
Club will be performing 
Nunquam Non Paratus, for 
those who have not managed 
to see it, with a performance 
in the Whiting Bay Hall later 
this summer.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089     Telephone 01770 302636

Web site:  www.arranmuseum.co.uk      email:  info@arranmuseum.co.uk
Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology, Social History, Clearances, etc., 

and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 
Schoolroom, the Blacksmith’s Forge, and lots more.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area.
Gift Shop.  Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed 

(on Wednesdays only from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 
1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THIS IS THE 40TH SUMMER SEASON OF 
THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

Saturday 18th May
Old Byre Visitors’ Centre, Machrie at 11.30am to 1.00pm

Lochranza Distillery, from 2pm to 3.30pm
Sunday 19th May  

The Arran Heritage Museum, Brodick at 2pm to 3.30pm
The Douglas Hotel from 4pm

FREE ENTRY

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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60 million years 
beneath our feet
Organisers of the Arran 
Mountain Festival – which 
starts today (Friday) and con-
tinues until Monday May 20 
– will be hosting a free event 
tonight at the Ormidale Hotel 
in Brodick called 60 million 
years beneath our feet.

�e talk, hosted by Arran 
Geopark ranger and geologist 
Bob Gooday, will provide 
walkers, mountaineers and 
geologists with a fascinating 
insight into how Arran’s 
mountains were shaped.

Bob will be presenting a 
summary of Arran’s moun-
tain geology and will reveal 
what participants in the 
festival can look out for on 
the walks over the weekend.

�e guided festival walks, 
which are now fully booked, 
range from moderate to 
strenuous and take place on 

Photography contest to celebrate cycle network
A photography competition which 
encourages photographers of all ages to 
share their best images captured along 
Scotland’s network of cycle paths is now 
open for entries.

Created by Sustrans Scotland, and 
supported by Scottish Canals, Scottish 
Wildlife Trust and Young Scot, the 
Adventures on the National Cycle 
Network contest will see winning entries 
exhibited as part of the Glasgow Canal 
Festival, and on display to thousands 
of visitors throughout the Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival in August.

�e route from Brodick to Lochranza is 
part of the network which helps to make 
up the 2,371 miles (3,815 km) of routes 

around the country. Entries are open in 
four categories: wildlife, rural, urban 
and Young Scot, which encourages 
photographers aged between 11 and 26 
to participate.

Niall Shannon, Sustrans Scotland 
network engagement manager, said: ‘I’m 
excited to see this year’s competition 
launch and for the photos to start com-
ing in. 

‘With the new categories we hope to 
showcase the diversity of experiences 
people have on the National Cycle 
Network, and with the addition of the 
11-26-year-old category we expect to see 
a new and alternative perspective from 
our younger photographers.’

Nick Wright, people and wildlife 
manager, Scottish Wildlife Trust, said: 
‘Exploring Scotland’s cycle network is 
a great way to experience nature. Many 
parts of the network form vital green 
corridors for wildlife. We’re delighted 
to support this competition for a second 
year and I can’t wait to see the fantastic 
entries.’

Entries can be submitted via the 
Sustrans website at www.sustrans.org.
uk/scotphotocomp19 and the com-
petition closes on Saturday June 22. 
Shortlisted entries will be chosen and 
entrants noti�ed by Monday July 1, with 
a public vote held to determine category 
winners throughout July.

Visitors at the free talk by Bob Gooday will learn about the 
geology of Arran’s mountains and the events that helped 
to shape them. Pictured are Goatfell and the three Beinns 
making up the Three Beinns Horseshoe walk. 01_B20festival01

all of Arran’s peaks, ridges 
and hills. �ere are also night 
walks, runs, scrambles and, 
mercifully, post-walk co�ee, 

tea and cake events where 
walkers can unwind and 
share their experiences with 
fellow walkers.

More information about the 
walks, late availability and 
further events can be found 
on the festival website at 
www.arranmountainfestival.
co.uk.

�e talk tonight, 60 million 
years beneath our feet, will 
start at 7.30pm and will end 
at 9pm and anyone wishing 
to enjoy an evening meal is 
encouraged to do so prior to 
the event starting.

�e Arran Mountain 
Festival ceilidh will once 
again take place at Brodick 
Village Hall tomorrow 
(Saturday) from 7.30pm to 
11pm and there will be ra�e 
prizes, an open mic session 
and food will also be available 
for purchase. 

Tickets for the ceilidh can 
be bought at the door or at 
Arran Active.
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What’s on
www.arranbrewery.com

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

Every day
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle and Gardens Open 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre  Old Pavilion, Lamlash, centre open seven days, 10am - 5pm
Octopus Centre – tennis Old Pavilion, Lamlash, open 7 days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf  Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, all-weather                    
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am-4pm 
Public swimming Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
                                                                                                           and 6pm-8pm  (last entry 7pm)
Swimming lessons Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday -Thursday, 4pm - 6pm
Exhibition – David Hogg, Unfolding Moments & BM Photography ArranActive, Brodick, 10am- 5pm  
Arran Brewery Open Monday, Friday and Saturday, 10am - 5pm               
 Tuesday-Thursday, 11am-4pm. Tours daily at 2pm  
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 18th May
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Brass Fusion                                                       Old Byre Visitors’ Centre, Machrie, 11.30am - 1pm
Goatfell Race                                                                                       Ormidale Park, Brodick, noon
Brass Fusion                                                                                Lochranza Distillery, 2pm - 3.30pm 
Rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 2pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Arran Mountain Festival ceilidh                                                  Brodick Village Hall, 7.30pm - 11pm
Will & The Wild Horse – folk n blues band with funk and reggae roots        The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 19th May
Table top sale                                                              Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 11am - 4pm
Live music – Jamie Angus Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm - 4pm
Live music – Brass Fusion                                                     Arran Heritage Museum, Brodick, 2pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live music – Wullie Smith, singer/songwriter                                                The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Folk music session  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 20th May
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am-10.30am
Adult tennis Blackwaterfoot, 5pm 
Arran Skinnymalinks, Shiskine                                 St Molio’s Church, Shiskine, 5.15pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm 
Summer bridge, all welcome, phone 600835 or 700396    Arran High School 6.15pm for 6.30pm
Rink games                                                                                         Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm 
Rink bowls                                                                                    Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Live music – Mike Bailey    Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over 10s Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 21st May 
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy energy surgeries Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10am - 3pm
Eco Social Eco Savvy Shop, Whiting Bay, 11am - 3pm
Eco Savvy solar PV accessories event                                   Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,  12.30pm
Rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm-4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers – Jog Scotland beginners’ group Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak night – two ribeye steaks and wine        Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Arran Hockey Club – juniors (5-14yrs) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Flow yoga Corrie Hall, 6pm
Arran Development Trust presentation by Barry Mochan          Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,  6.30pm
Netball Arran High School Gym, 7pm - 8pm
Scottish country dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Eco Savvy food share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s pop music quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional music sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

Wednesday 22nd May
Dougarie dog trial (open)                                                                Glenloig, String Road.9am - 4pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
Brodick Gardens volunteers Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am - 1pm
Lamlash coffee morning                         Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Archives and Genealogy Service Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Chair yoga exercise class St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Scottish Salmon Company Q&A session                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 11am - 7pm 
Knit and Blether Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 11.30am - 1.30pm 
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Talk introducing Arran’s unique geology                       Arran Heritage Museum,1.30pm and 2.30pm
Arran Pace Makers running group Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Junior rugby (P3-P7)                                                                  Ormidale Park, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Rink games                                                                                         Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Rink bowls                                                                                    Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.45pm
National Islands Plan consultation                                          Brodick Hall. 7.15pm for 7.30pm start
Live music – Arran Dawn  Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do juniors 6.30-7.30pm, advanced juniors & adults, AHS, 7.30pm - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                        The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock’n’pop bingo Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 23rd May
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30 -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Adult tennis Blackwaterfoot, 5pm
Steak night – two steak dinners and a bottle of wine Drift Inn, Lamlash, 5pm-9pm 
Arran junior triathlon public meeting                                      Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.30pm
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6.15pm - 7.15pm
Badmington, All welcome Shiskine Hall, 7pm
Arran Hockey Club – seniors (12 yrs +) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm
Eco Savvy food share Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy food share Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm  
The Drift Inn quiz                                                                                           Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm                                                
Tommy’s general knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 24th May
Wildlife and geology Land Rover safari                              Rangers Centre, Brodick Castle, 9.30am
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am 
Adult tennis Blackwaterfoot, 11am
Fairies and Legends Trail                                 Brodick Castle and Country Gardens, 12noon - 4pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Pop-up evening, BYOB (bookings only) The Shore, Whiting Bay from 6pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Mic Clark Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday night quiz                                                           Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm

Saturday 25th May
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am 
Katstock Crafts presents craft fair                                                               Brodick Hall, 11am - 3pm
Brass Fusion                                                       Old Byre Visitors’ Centre, Machrie, 11.30am - 1pm
Fairies and Legends Trail                         Brodick Castle and Country Gardens, 12noon - 4pm
Brass Fusion                                                                                Lochranza Distillery, 2pm - 3.30pm 
Rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 2pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
Pop-up evening, BYOB (bookings only) The Shore, Whiting Bay from 6pm
Live music – The Sensational Biff Simpson  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live music – The Bond, popular function band                                             The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm



An ideal time for watching 
migration
Migration gets under way in 
April, with arrivals and de-
partures of birds, all seeking 
their best breeding territories. 

� is April was warmer and 
drier than last April. 

� e mean temperature was 
1.5°C higher with a temper-
ature range of 20°C and the 
rainfall was about a � � h of 
the rainfall of last April.  

Like last April, there was a 
lot of easterly winds. � e im-
pact on migrating birds of the 
weather here and throughout 
their route is di�  cult to 
know, but even by the end 
of the month the bulk of the 
migrants had still to arrive.

By the end of March the � rst 
chi� cha� , wheatear and sand 
martin had been reported. 
Here are April ‘� rsts’ with the 
2018 arrival date in brackets 
for comparison: sandwich 
tern 2nd (31 March), white 
wagtail 4th (7th), Manx 
shearwater 4th (26 March), 
swallow 6th (6th), willow 
warbler 10th (7th), house 
martin 14th (15th), common 
sandpiper 14th (14th), whin-
chat 18th (28th), grasshopper 
warbler 19th (19th), cuckoo 
19th (16th), whitethroat 20th 
(27th), sedge warbler 20th 
(20th) and tree pipit 20th 
(24th).

In April, some of our win-

This summer osprey visitor only stayed for 
two days as it passed through.
Photograph: Brian Couper. 

tering birds were still around 
including 50 greylag geese in 
the Shiskine Valley on 7th, 
one of which had a coloured 
collar on. � is had been � tted 
to the young bird in summer 
2017 in north Iceland where 
it had hatched. Last winter it 
was reported in Fair Isle and 
this winter obviously decided 
to winter further south on 
Arran. Other wintering 
birds included: 50 � eldfare at 
Shedog on 8th, two redwing 
at Lagg on 9th, a brambling at 
Sliddery on 18th, � ve wigeon 
at Machriewaterfoot on 19th, 
one rook on Sliddery shore 
on 27th and one whooper 
swan in the Rodden on 10th 
may have been the bird that 
over-summered last year. 
� e last report of pink-footed 
geese was 100 � ying north 
over Silver Sands on migra-
tion on 18th.

April is an ideal time for 
watching migration. � ese 
are a few examples: a ring 
ouzel at North Sannox on 
7th, an osprey in Lamlash 
Bay on 7th and 8th, 60 golden 
plover at Torrylinnwater 
Foot on 14th, six common 
scoter o�  Cosyden on 17th, 
14 Great Northern diver o�  
Dougarie Point on 19th, two 
dunlin at Blackwaterfoot on 
24th and a bar-tailed godwit 

on Sliddery Shore on 27th. 
In addition there was a much 
reported passage of sandwich 
tern, including 24 in Machrie 
Bay on 26th and whimbrel, 
including 12 at Porta Buidhe 
also on 26th. One whimbrel 
which had been ringed on a 
southern Arran shore two 
years ago was reported again 
almost on the same shore 
for the second year in a row 
having again spent the winter 
in Africa!

Evidence
Migration was also in 

evidence from the wide-
spread reports received of 
gold� nch, siskin and lesser 
redpoll moving through 
people’s gardens throughout 
the month.  Larger garden 
numbers reported included; 
11 gold� nch in Kildonan on 
10th, six siskin in Shiskine 
on 14th and six lesser redpoll 
in Torbeg on 25th. Tens of 
thousands of birds seem to be 
moving through the island at 
this time of year.

In April there were 117 spe-
cies recorded on Arran. Here 
is a further small selection 
from this list: � ve goosander 
at Machriewaterfoot on 6th, 
two moorhen on Mossend 
Pond on 7th, a pair of yel-
lowhammer in Lochranza 
on 26th, a dipper at Lagg also 
on 26th and the long-staying 
water pipit � rst reported in 23 
February was last reported on 
4 April. Finally it was good to 
see an increase in the reports 
of green� nch in April.  � ey 
may be on the recovery.

My thanks to the many peo-
ple who have been in touch 
to share their sightings in 
what has been a remarkable 
month. � ose of common 
birds are as welcome as those 
of rare ones. May should be 
an equally interesting month 
with the arrival of more 
summer visitors including 
lesser whitethroat, garden 
warbler, wood warbler, swi� , 
common tern and, hopefully, 

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

APRIL

The � rst cuckoo arrived a few days later than last year. Photograph: Irene Grant. 

Gold� nch have been turning up in many Arran gardens 
during their migration. Photograph: Dennis Morrison.  

Sandwich tern - another passing summer 
visitor, widely reported in big numbers. 
Photograph: Brian Couper.

even corncrake and nightjar.
Finally, spring is a great 

time to be birding, as most 
birds are getting on with the 
business of breeding.  � is 
involves attracting a mate by 
song, courtship display and 
ritual, de� ning a territory, 
nest building and generally 
establishing relationships. 
Please take a moment to 
report any signs of breeding 
birds to me. 

Already there have been 
reports of blue tits nest build-
ing, robins feeding young, 

blackbirds carrying food, 
grey heron with young in the 
nest, dipper carrying food 
and green� nch with young 
out of the nest.

Please remember that under 
the Nature Conservation 
(Scotland) Act 2004 it is an 
o� ence to intentionally or 
recklessly damage or destroy 
the nest of any wild bird while 
it is being built or used.

Take particular care on our 
shores and beaches and please 
keep your dogs on a lead at 
this time.

Enjoy your birding. Please 
send any bird notes with 
‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.  

For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran Bird 
Report 2018 and visit this 
website www.arranbirding.
co.uk
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottish� eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO THE 
179th ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW
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stated, is 30 June 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Whitetail Gin.

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE PAIRS OF TICKETS TO  

THE 179TH ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW

To win a pair of tickets just answer the following question:  
What age of children can go free to the Royal Highland Show?

Preparations are well underway for 
the 179th Royal Highland Show, 
taking place from the 20 - 23 June 
2019 at the Royal Highland Centre 
in Edinburgh.

A celebration of the country’s 
best in farming, food and rural 
life, the four-day event, supported 
by the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
provides the best opportunity to 
get up close to farmyard animals, 
sample exceptional food and drink 
and experience rural living at its 
most vibrant. 

With a dedicated forestry area, 
an award-winning farrier display, 
a bustling countryside area, rural 
crafts, a huge range of farm 
machinery and a dazzling array of 
food and drink, there’s something 
for everyone from every walk of life.

Children aged 15 and under go free with an accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery Centre is a must visit for 
curious youngsters looking to discover more about the countryside and where their food comes from. This year, it will 
come alive with a cooking workshop, live demonstrations and interactive sessions.

Visitors can also witness record breaking attempts in the Forestry Arena with the Scottish Pole Climbing and Utility 
Pole Climbing Championships taking place alongside thrilling bike displays and forestry demonstrations. In addition, a 
packed programme of music and entertainment will keep the whole family happy.

Proud to display Scotland’s traditional skills, visitors will marvel at the skilfulness of competitors as the show plays host 
to the Scottish Open Farriery Championship horse-shoeing and shoe-making competitions. 

This year, the spotlight will also be on the iconic Clydesdale Horse in celebration of the power behind farming at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

For foodies, a visit to Scotland’s Larder Live! is an absolute must, offering a chance to taste new and exciting artisan 
food and drink from across Scotland. Visitors can also catch the line-up of some of Scotland’s greatest chefs and see the 
results of this year’s Scottish Bread, Cheese, Butter and Ice Cream Championships unfold. 

Extensive shopping opportunities lie in the Show’s 13th avenue arcade, where shoppers will be spoiled for choice with 
the exceptional array of country fare on offer including pet accessories, jewellery, arts and crafts and garden furniture. 

The Royal Highland Show truly has something for everyone – so come and join us for a unique and hugely enjoyable 
day out!  

NB: Closing date for entries is May 31 2019. 
Five winners will each receive two adult tickets valid for entry on any single day to the 2019 Royal Highland Show between the dates of 20 June 2019 – 23 June 2019.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT DALMAHOY HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Redeemable for the prize stated, dates subject to availability. Reservations to be made in advance.
Drinks with dinner include a bottle of house wine or soft drinks. Prize must be redeemed by end August 2019. 

The newly-refurbished Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, an idyllic four-star 
hotel on the outskirts of Edinburgh, is celebrating its gorgeous revamp 
by giving one Scottish Field reader the chance to win a dinner, bed and 
breakfast overnight stay for two in one of the hotel’s opulent suites.

The lucky winner will also enjoy a Champagne afternoon tea as part 
of their stay. Breakfast and a complimentary three-course meal with 

drinks will be served at the hotel’s Pentland Restaurant, an authentically 
Scottish restaurant overlooking the golf course, acres of parkland and 
views to Edinburgh Castle.

Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, which lies just seven miles from 
Edinburgh’s city centre, recently completed a major refurbishment, 
unveiled in spring 2019.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What is the name of Dalmahoy’s restaurant?

Links House is a 5-star, award-winning luxury hotel & fine dining 
restaurant with the charm, grace and elegance of the world’s finest 
boutique hotels, adjacent to the first tee at Royal Dornoch Golf Club.  The 
fifteen bedrooms at Links House are named after important salmon rivers 
of the Highlands. In the main house, built in 1843, you will find bespoke 

historic rooms. Just across the putting green, The Mews hosts suites, each 
complete with full bath and walk-in shower, as well as comfortable sitting 
area. The new Glenshiel hosts five luxury suites with spacious rooms, 
generous sitting areas, and luxurious bathrooms. Links House affords 
guests the opportunity to look deeper into the Highlands.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
In which year was the main house at Links House built?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A DELUXE ROOM WITH FULL  

SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AT LINKS HOUSE, DORNOCH
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taking place from the 20 - 23 June 
2019 at the Royal Highland Centre 
in Edinburgh.

A celebration of the country’s 
best in farming, food and rural 
life, the four-day event, supported 
by the Royal Bank of Scotland, 
provides the best opportunity to 
get up close to farmyard animals, 
sample exceptional food and drink 
and experience rural living at its 
most vibrant. 

With a dedicated forestry area, 
an award-winning farrier display, 
a bustling countryside area, rural 
crafts, a huge range of farm 
machinery and a dazzling array of 
food and drink, there’s something 
for everyone from every walk of life.

Children aged 15 and under go free with an accompanying adult, and the RHET Discovery Centre is a must visit for 
curious youngsters looking to discover more about the countryside and where their food comes from. This year, it will 
come alive with a cooking workshop, live demonstrations and interactive sessions.

Visitors can also witness record breaking attempts in the Forestry Arena with the Scottish Pole Climbing and Utility 
Pole Climbing Championships taking place alongside thrilling bike displays and forestry demonstrations. In addition, a 
packed programme of music and entertainment will keep the whole family happy.

Proud to display Scotland’s traditional skills, visitors will marvel at the skilfulness of competitors as the show plays host 
to the Scottish Open Farriery Championship horse-shoeing and shoe-making competitions. 

This year, the spotlight will also be on the iconic Clydesdale Horse in celebration of the power behind farming at the 
turn of the 20th century. 

For foodies, a visit to Scotland’s Larder Live! is an absolute must, offering a chance to taste new and exciting artisan 
food and drink from across Scotland. Visitors can also catch the line-up of some of Scotland’s greatest chefs and see the 
results of this year’s Scottish Bread, Cheese, Butter and Ice Cream Championships unfold. 

Extensive shopping opportunities lie in the Show’s 13th avenue arcade, where shoppers will be spoiled for choice with 
the exceptional array of country fare on offer including pet accessories, jewellery, arts and crafts and garden furniture. 

The Royal Highland Show truly has something for everyone – so come and join us for a unique and hugely enjoyable 
day out!  

NB: Closing date for entries is May 31 2019. 
Five winners will each receive two adult tickets valid for entry on any single day to the 2019 Royal Highland Show between the dates of 20 June 2019 – 23 June 2019.
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Inspired by 
Europe’s largest 
bird of prey; the 

White-tailed Eagle. 
Whitetail Gin 

combines strength 
& power at 47% abv 
with a smooth and 
delicate finish; it’s 

all in the detail!

INSPIRED 
BY 

NATURE 
AND 

SOURCED 
IN MULL

www.whitetailgin.com

t: 01681 705163

e: info@whitetailgin.com
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT DALMAHOY HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

Redeemable for the prize stated, dates subject to availability. Reservations to be made in advance.
Drinks with dinner include a bottle of house wine or soft drinks. Prize must be redeemed by end August 2019. 

The newly-refurbished Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, an idyllic four-star 
hotel on the outskirts of Edinburgh, is celebrating its gorgeous revamp 
by giving one Scottish Field reader the chance to win a dinner, bed and 
breakfast overnight stay for two in one of the hotel’s opulent suites.

The lucky winner will also enjoy a Champagne afternoon tea as part 
of their stay. Breakfast and a complimentary three-course meal with 

drinks will be served at the hotel’s Pentland Restaurant, an authentically 
Scottish restaurant overlooking the golf course, acres of parkland and 
views to Edinburgh Castle.

Dalmahoy Hotel & Country Club, which lies just seven miles from 
Edinburgh’s city centre, recently completed a major refurbishment, 
unveiled in spring 2019.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
What is the name of Dalmahoy’s restaurant?

Links House is a 5-star, award-winning luxury hotel & fine dining 
restaurant with the charm, grace and elegance of the world’s finest 
boutique hotels, adjacent to the first tee at Royal Dornoch Golf Club.  The 
fifteen bedrooms at Links House are named after important salmon rivers 
of the Highlands. In the main house, built in 1843, you will find bespoke 

historic rooms. Just across the putting green, The Mews hosts suites, each 
complete with full bath and walk-in shower, as well as comfortable sitting 
area. The new Glenshiel hosts five luxury suites with spacious rooms, 
generous sitting areas, and luxurious bathrooms. Links House affords 
guests the opportunity to look deeper into the Highlands.

If you’d like a chance to win this amazing prize, answer the following question. 
In which year was the main house at Links House built?

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A DELUXE ROOM WITH FULL  

SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AT LINKS HOUSE, DORNOCH
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Tall ships ahoy
�e Tall Ships race may be coming to Arran at 
the end of July. First held in 1956, the annual 
race is for square rigged ships crewed by at 
least 50 per cent young people. �e �rst race 
was from Torbay to Lisbon. �is year it is from 
St Malo in Brittany to the Clyde, with the 
�nishing line just to the east of Holy Isle.

Capitalising on this, Lamlash has taken the 
bull by the horns and asked them to come into 
the bay. Co-ordinated by Donald Johnston 
120 invitations, one to each skipper, has been 
sent to race organisers, the Sail Training 
Association, inviting them to visit Lamlash. It 
is not known how many ships might visit but 
the sight of all of these ships will be impressive.

Movable goalposts
Lamlash �re station is nearing completion 
but has come to a standstill, allegedly because 
it has been built in the wrong place. Planner 
Mick Lee told �e Banner: ‘�ere has been a 
mistake made somewhere.’ He explained that 
it was further from the neighbouring house 
than was planned.

A new planning application is being submit-
ted asking for it to be built where it actually 
is. When this is approved, everything will be 
correct. Mr Lee said the error had come to 
light about a month ago when the architect 
had inspected the new building. He also said 
that, in making up the new plans, it was real-
ised a new access road would be required so 
now the �re station would need two entrances 
rather than one.

�ankfully North Ayrshire, a�er a quick 
shu�ing of papers in its departments, can 
overcome its error and allow the project to 
continue.

Tartan Monty
�e Tartan Monty show at Whiting Bay was 
one which we gave some thought to attending, 
but recalling the last such strip show we went 

New managers of Charles Fforde’s development at Cladach are John and Carolyn Kelly 
who will be managing the Wineport Bistro which opened last week. 01_B20twe03

to in the line of duty, we decided discretion 
was the better part of valour.

We hear, however, it was packed with excited 
ladies of all ages all more than happy to pay 
the not inconsiderable entrance fee to be with 
men who were, latterly, wearing nothing. 

One who was there described it to us as 
‘raunchier than raunchy’.

Primary schoolchildren from all over the 
island gathered in Lamlash to enjoy a 
football fun day organised by the Scottish 
Football Association. Development o�cers 
Richard Wilson, Neil Simpson and Graeme 
Diamond are pictured entertaining the 
two groups of children with councillor 
John Sillars, centre. Above, in the primary 
school and, below, the high school gym. 
01_B20twe04 and 01_B20twe05

Gillean Bussell �rst started designing an 
information pamphlet for visitors to Arran 
but it soon expanded into what is now her 
�rst book called Arran – behind the scenes. 
Taking readers on an anti-clockwise tour of 
the island, the book was printed by Arran 
Graphics. 01_B20twe02

Gerald Fitzgerald and Morven Campbell of 
Brodick go over the proofs of Gerald’s latest 
book. Called Flying Over Brooklyn, it is the 
third book he has illustrated. 01_B20twe01
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PUBLIC EXHIBITION: NORTH ARRAN MARINE 
FISH FARM, NORTH ARRAN, FIRTH OF CLYDE
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997

The Scottish Salmon Company (SSC) is 
proposing an Atlantic salmon fi sh farm at North 
Arran, Firth of Clyde, approximately 4.4 km 
north west of Sannox at a site to the East of 
Millstone Point. This   public exhibition provides 
an opportunity to discuss and comment on the 
planning and development of this site.

This Public Exhibition will be held on:
Monday 27th May 2019 from 3pm – 7pm 

at Brodick Public Hall, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran, KA27 8DL

Any person wishing to submit comments can do 
so by contacting: arran@scottishsalmon.com by 
30th May 2019. Any comments received by SSC 
after this date will be considered until submission 
of the planning application. This second public 
exhibition follows the previous exhibition held in 
Lochranza on Tuesday 2nd April 2019.
Please note, comments at this stage do not 
replace the planning application process, where 
representations should be made directly to the 
planning authority (North Ayrshire Council).

Q&A Session: 
North Arran Proposed Development

The Scottish Salmon Company (SSC) is proposing 
an Atlantic salmon fi sh farm at North Arran, Firth of 
Clyde, approximately 4.4 km north west of Sannox 
at a site to the East of Millstone Point.

SSC is holding Q&A sessions on Wednesday 
22nd May 2019 at Ormidale Sports Pavilion 
with representatives from the Company to 
answer questions. The sessions will be chaired 
by an independent mediator to help facilitate 
discussions. 

The Q&A will run throughout the day in 45-minute 
sessions from 11am until 7pm. To ensure 
that everyone has the best opportunity to ask 
questions, attendance will be kept to around 
10 people per session.  Please contact arran@
scottishsalmon.com in advance to register your 
interest and time preference. Although we will do 
our best to allocate your preferred time, this may 
not always be possible.   

Please note, comments at this stage do not 
replace the planning application process.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be examined 
at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between
09.00-16.45 weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & Communities) 
at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 07.06.19. 
Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

19/00300/PP; Site To North Of Woodlea Cottage, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Erection of 4 no. one and half storey detached dwelling houses.
19/00170/PP; Sylvania, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8DE; Change of use from 
residential to house of multiple occupancy.
19/00315/PP; Ocean Breeze, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Change of use of 
former shop and guest house to single dwelling.
19/00303/PP; Site To South Of Drumaghinier Farm, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick, Isle Of 
Arran; Conversion of three derelict cottages to form detached dwelling house.
19/00281/PP; Site To East Of Scotthaven, Park Terrace, Lamlash, Brodick; Demolition 
of existing storey and half workshop and erection of new storey and half dwelling.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS 
IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Listed Building Consent.
19/00169/LBC; Sylvania, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8DE; Upgrading of existing 
internal doors to fire doors and installation of emergency lighting.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Sannox Christian Centre
AGM

Saturday 15 June 2019
3 pm

Sannox Christian Centre
All Welcome



RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE ARRAN BANNER:
TELEPHONE: 01770 302142
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01770 
302021

E-MAIL: adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number. Visit hijobs.net
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CLASSIFIEDS
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

INSURANCE SERVICES

WANTED

PROPERTY

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

Private sales 
free listings for items under £50

Wanted
VINYL RECORDS 
WANTED. Rock, Punk, 
Reggae, Indy etc. Tel: 
07940811264

Sales
HYBRID PULLETS for 
sale. Tel: 01770 860358
BLUEBELL PULLETS for 
sale. Tel: 01770 860358

2 SETS OF NEW DISCS 
AND BREAK PADS for 
Ford Transit Connect van, 
02 - 09 plate. Tel: 07792 
452814.
SEAGULL OUTBOARD, 
5HP, good working order, 
offers welcome. Tel: 07792 
452814.
MOBILITY SCOOTER for 
Sale. 4 - 8 mph, 12 miles 
distance, £300. Tel: 01770 
600387

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the 
delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice 
the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court 
or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total 
or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of 
publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the 
result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of 
the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and 
to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has 
been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

WANTED
All Redundant, Non-Running, MOT Failures 

etc. Motor Vehicles.
Contact: Billy Brown - 07845 643512

WANTED

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

PERMANENT 
SUMMER LET

Secluded location, Whiting Bay
1/2 persons, Non-smoking Non DHSS

Price negotiable
Replies to Box No 35

The Arran Banner
Douglas Centre, Brodick 
Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ
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CHURCH NOTICES 

DEATHS 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister: 
Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 
following times to which all 
are invited.
Sunday 19th May
Lochranza Church, Morning 
Worship at 9.30am
Pirnmill Church, Morning 
Worship at 10.45am.
Shiskine Church, Morning 
Worship at12noon
Brodick Church, Morning 
Worship at 10.30am
Corrie Church, Prayer 
Meeting at 11.30am  Morning 
Worship at 12noon
�ere will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 
at 1.30pm

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, 
Charity Number: SC014005
Sunday 19th May
Worship will be conducted by 
the minister,
Rev Elizabeth Watson at 
10.30am.  Tea and co�ee will 
be served in the transept 
a�er the service.  All most 
welcome.   

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 19th May
5th Sunday of Easter
Holy Communion – 11 am.
Richard Trewby
Co�ee a�er service

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 19th May
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, 
Glen Estate, Brodick 
Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 19th May
Mrs Sharon Macleod
Kilmory at 10 am
Lamlash at 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 19th May 
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le� of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820223 
Everyone Warmly Invited
ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 19th May
Service  at 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co�ee a�er the 
service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.
Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited
ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 19th May
Shiskine at 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick at 6pm 
Services will be taken by
Rev David Parker
HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Saturday 18th May
Saturday Vigil Mass
at 7.30pm
Sunday 19th May
Sunday Morning Mass
at 11am

BRYCE:  Joe. Peacefully at 
home in Lamlash, Isle of 
Arran on 8 May, aged 82 
years, a�er a long illness.  
Beloved husband of Lesley, 
a much loved dad of Joe W 
and Amanda, dear brother 
to Morag, and brother-in-law 
to Dorothy.  Loved by all 
the family.  Funeral service 
at Lamlash Parish Church, 
Shore Road, Lamlash,  on 
Tuesday 21 May at 11.30am, 
followed by burial at Lamlash 
Cemetery.  Flowers welcome 
or, if preferred, donations in-
vited during service for Dogs 
Trust. Your dog is very wel-
come to come with you into 
the church for the service.’
GIBSON: Duncan. Peace-
fully at Crosshouse hospital 
on Monday, 13th May 2019. 
Duncan, aged 81 years, belov-
ed husband of Sandra, loving 
dad and papa of the family. 
Funeral service at Sannox 
cemetery on Friday, 24th May 
at 11:30am to which all are 
welcome.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
HOLMES: Michael, 
Anthony. Pam and 
the family of Michael 
Anthony Holmes would 
just like to say a huge 
thank you to Dr Gaw and 
Dr Guthrie, the district 
nurses, para-medics, the 
wonderful Marie Curie 
nurse who was such a car-
ing and calming in�uence 
at a really di�cult time, 
and many friends and 
neighbours for their care, 
kindness and compassion 
during Michael’s illness. 

We would also like to 
thank David and Clair 
Hendry for their excellent 
organisation and Barbara 
Campbell for conducting 
a lovely ceremony for 
Michael. �e Marie Curie 
donations on the day 
amounted to £462.00 
plus more that have been 
sent direct to Marie Curie 
Nursing Service.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday May 8, Summer 
Trophy, 15 played, CSS 63. 1 
Corey Allan 7, 61 and lowest 
gross, 2 Jamie Macpherson 5, 
63, ACB, 3 Ryan Armstrong 9, 
63, 4 David Brookens 10, 65. 
Magic twos, Ryan Armstrong 
at the 4th, Corey Allan at the 
17th. Friday May 10, AGA 
Seniors Crystal Final. On 
a glorious evening for golf 
Whiting Bay came up short in 
losing to Brodick in the �nal 
of this year’s Crystal. Lead 
Whiting Bay Golf Club pair-
ing of David Blair and Dougie 
Auld found themselves up 
against Terry Raeside and 
Sid Sillars, both in �ne form 
for Brodick. �at tie went 
emphatically in Brodick’s 

Whiting Bay and Brodick players enjoyed the evening sunshine at the AGA Senior Bowl competition played at Machrie. 

favour with them leading by 
�ve holes in the end. In the 
second tie of the evening, al-
though the scoring was clos-
er,  David Brookens and Stan 
Rainey found things no eas-
ier against Brian Smith and 
Douglas Robertson and were 
one hole down by the time the 
holes ran out and hands were 
shaken. Altogether a �ne 
e�ort to retain the Crystal but 
it has to be congratulations to 
Brodick. �e better team won 
on the night.

Sunday May 12, medal, 
18 golfers played, most en-
joying an early start to take 
advantage of the �ne weather 
and the lunchtime televised 
football. Scoring at the top 
of the leaderboard was close 
with three players carding 
net 60s and Graeme Crichton 
prevailing on a countback. 
1 Graeme Crichton 14, 60, 
ACB, 2 Kevin McAleney 11, 
60, ACB, 3 John Pennycott 15, 
60, 4 Jamie Macpherson 5, 61 
and lowest gross. CSS stayed 
at 63 and there were no Magic 
twos recorded.

Fixtures: Sunday May 22, 
McKelvie Cup round one, 

draws at 9am and 11am. 
Wednesday May 28, Summer 
Trophy and club champi-
onship quali�er, draw at 
5.30pm.

Lamlash Golf Club
Monday May 6, Josie 
Sanderson. On a drizzly 
wet evening, 15 ladies from 
around Arran took part in the 
Josie Sanderson competition 
at Lamlash. Fortunately, as 
play progressed the weather 
improved and the ladies �n-
ished in perfect conditions.

�e scores were very close 
with a winning score of 36 
points from Sheena Murchie 
closely followed by Gay 
Mackay and Kate McAdam 
on 35 points. A�erwards a 
delicious supper from Martin 
and the Lamlash ladies was 
enjoyed by all.

�ursday May 9, Summer 
Cup, CSS 64.1 Andy 
Smith 79-16=63, 2 Norrie 
MacIntyre 73-9=64, BIH, 3 
Paul Jameson 75-11=64, 4 
Dylan Smith 89-24=65. Best 
scratch, Norrie MacIntyre 73. 
Magic twos, Andy Smith and 
Paul Cowan at 16th, hole 4 

drawn – no winner.
Sunday May 12, Hamilton 

Bowl, bogey. 1 John 
O’Sullivan +1 to bogey, 2 
Dylan Smith -1, BIH, 3 Paul 
Cowan -1. Best scratch, Paul 
Cowan -5 to bogey. Magic 
twos, Paul Cowan at 16th, 
Allan Winship at 14th, hole 
14 drawn – Allan Winship.

Ladies’ section: Wednesday 
May 8. Medal 2 and Ann 
Cook Tray, 7 played, CSS 64. 
1 Sheena Murchie 80-15=65,  
2 Yvonne Brothers 86-18=68. 
Scratch Sheena 80  Magic 
twos Gay Mackay at 4th.

Fixtures: Sunday May 19, 
Jamieson Cup, 9.30am and 
12.30pm starts. �ursday 
May 23, Summer Cup, make 
up own groups. Wednesday 
July 17, Ladies Open,  entry 
forms can be downloaded 
from the Lamlash website.

Arran Ladies’ Golf Union
We had a glorious day at 
Lamlash on Saturday May 11, 
where 14 ladies played in the 
Flockhart Trophy, the �nal 
competition of the ALGU 
winter season. 1st gross 90 net 
63 was Ruth Hardy, 2nd gross 

Winner of the Josie Sanderson competition at Lamlash was Sheena Murchie, who is 
pictured with runners-up Kate McAdam and Gay Mackay. 
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There’s still time to join the
Island to Island Triathlon
Spaces are still available for 
athletes interested in taking 
part in the Isle of Arran 
Junior Triathlon Club’s Island 
to Island Triathlon and open 
water swims.

�e event raises funds for 
the club which enables free 
membership for all of the 
juniors to take part in free 
swimming, cycling, running 
and coaching sessions which 
are open to all.

Subsidising
Funds raised also contribute 

to subsidising equipment 
such as bikes and wetsuits, 
along with club transport 
to events, and the continual 
development of the club and 
its resources.

Starting on Saturday June 
1, the day starts with a half 
iron man triathlon at 9.15am 
with a 1.9km swim from Holy 
Isle to the Arran Outdoor 
Education Centre, followed 
by a full clockwise cycle 
around the island and a 20km 
run between Clauchlands and 
the Dyemill.

The AJTC pose for a group picture at last year’s Island-2-Island Triathlon. 
Photo: Liam Nelson / David Hogg. 

�e second race of the day 
is the standard distance tri-
athlon, starting at noon, from 
Holy Isle with a 1.5km swim 
back to the Arran Outdoor 
Education Centre, followed 
by a 40km cycle to Kildonan 
and back to Lamlash before 
�nishing with a 10km run 
between Clauchlands and the 
Dyemill.

�e third race of the day 
is the sprint distance with a 
start time of 2pm and a 750m 
swim from the Education 
Centre, followed by the 20km 
cycle to Whiting Bay and 
back and a shorter run to the 
Lamlash Medical Centre and 
back to the Arran Outdoor 
Education Centre.

�ere are two open water 
swims planned for the 
a�ernoon starting at approx-
imately 2.30pm, a 3.8km two-
way crossing to Holy Isle and 
back along with a one-way 
crossing from Holy Isle.

�e a�ernoon is the oppor-
tunity for the juniors to take 
part in their classes, with four 

triathlon events. �ese have a 
start time of 4.30pm/4.40pm/ 
4.50pm to swim, bike and run 
and an expected �nish time 
of no later than 5.30pm.

In order to make the junior 
races safe, fun and suitable 
for all abilities, the club will 
close a portion of the road 
to vehicle tra�c brie�y while 
the juniors cycle between the 
Arran Outdoor Education 
Centre and the corner known 
as Gorton Jockie on the 
Shore Road, Lamlash, around 
4.15pm but no later than 
5.30pm.

Appreciate
A spokesperson from the 

club said: ‘We would appre-
ciate your help, support and 
understanding during this 
short period of time to allow 
for a safe event to continue.’

Spaces are still available for 
all events and can be booked 
by searching for the clubs 
Facebook page – Arran Junior 
Triathlon Club – Triathlon 
Scotland website or Active.
com.

Summer bridge club results
�e results of the Arran 
Bridge Club summer com-
petition played on Monday 
April 29 were: N/S 1 Tricia 
Martin and Alison Bilsland, 
2 Margaret MacGill and Jan 
Beattie, 3 John Baraclough 
and Jim Peacock. E/W 1 
Jennifer McArthur and Liz 
Robertson, 2 Dougie and 
Margaret Bruce, 3 Jennifer 
Wales and Doug Chase.

�e results of the 
competition played on 
Monday May 6 were: N/S 
1 David Campbell and 
Tricia Martin, 2 Dougie 
Bruce and Liz McKellar, 
3 John Baraclough and 
Jim Peacock. E/W 1 
Jennifer McArthur and 
Liz Robertson, 2 Margaret 
MacGill and Jan Beattie, 3 
Brenda Livingstone and Pat 
Adamson.

Monday May 13 saw 
the inaugural use of 
XIMPS at the Arran 
Bridge Club’s Summer 
bridge game. Overall the 
club was pleased with 
the results but there were 
a few anomalies that 
resulted in two Giorsal 

Kroners and Tom Kelly 
morphing into Robert. �e 
results were as follows: 1 
Brenda Livingstone and 
Pat Adamson, 2 Dougie 
and Margaret Bruce, 3 
Sue �urogood and Jane 
Davidson, 4 Liz Robertson 
and Jennifer McArthur.

85 net 64 Elizabeth Kelso. 
Scratch gross 74 net 68 was 
Ann May. Well played, ladies. 
Quali�ers for the Island 
Ladies’ Championship will  
be made at the ADM on 
Monday May 20 at Brodick 
Golf Club.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday May 8, Summer 
Cup, 37 played, CSS 65. 
Douglas Robertson 82-
20=62, Bill Donaldson 
79-16=63, ACB, John May 83-
20=63. Scratch, Greg McCrae 
69, ACB. Sunday May 12, 
McCarfrae Trophy round 
one, Club Championship 
Qualifying, 26 played. 
Ewan McKinnon 67, Matt 
Dobson, Ross Duncan, Iain 
MacDonald, all 72.

Sweep, CSS 64. Terry 
Raeside 76-12=64, ACB, Matt 
Dobson 72-8=64, Iain Sillars 
82-17=65. Congratulations 
to our team: Brian Smith, 
Douglas Robertson, Iain 
Sillars and Terry Raeside on 
winning the AGA Senior 
Bowl against Whiting Bay at 
Machrie.

Fixtures: Sunday May 
19, McCarfrae Trophy, 
round three, CCQ. Monday 
May 20, round one, Club 
Championship. �ursday 
May 23, Quarter Finals. 
Friday May 24, Semi Finals. 
Saturday May 25, Club 
Championship Finals. 
Saturday June 1/2, Arran 
Open Championship, entry 
form on website.

SWI Golf
Monday May 13, SWI 
Greensome. Six teams played 
in the SWI Greensome in 
Shiskine on a dry but windy 
evening. �e golf was fol-
lowed by a delicious supper 
with sandwiches made by 
Alan and Siobhan, cakes 
baked by some of the golfers 
and a glass of Pimm’s made 
by Jerry. �e ra�e raised £39 
for the Federation funds. 1 
Piet Johnston and Fiona Scott 
83-22.4=60.6, 2 and scratch 

Carole Stewart and Jenni 
Turnbull 82-17.6=64.4, 3 Ellie 
Jones and Elizabeth Kelso 87-
19.2=67.8. �e �rst two teams 
will compete in the National 
Finals at Shiskine on Tuesday 
August 27 and we wish them 
well on their home course.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday May 7, Sweep. 1 
Hamish Bannatyne 65, 2 
Campbell Laing 66, BIH, 3 
Brian Sherwood 66. Tuesday 
May 14, Peter Sutton. 1 R 
Trail 63, 2 B Sherwood 65, 3 
P Betley 67. Lady Mary. 1 B 
Waring 69, 2 P Johnston 72, 3 
K Lord 73.

Fixtures: Tuesday May 21, 
Lady Mary / Peter Sutton, tee 
o� 12.30pm / 5.30pm.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday May 8, Summer 
Cup. 1 D Logan 72-10=62, 
scratch, 2 R Burke 74-12=62, 
3 R McMillan 80-17=63. A big 
turnout attracted by the large 
Magic twos pot but still no 
winner.

Saturday May 11, Sweep. 

1 P Middleton 82-18=64, 2 
A Smith 77-11=66, scratch. 
Magic twos, M Elliot, P 
Middleton, R Burke, A Smith.

Fixtures: Saturday May 
18, Sweep, ballots at 9am 
and 2pm. Wednesday May 
22, Summer Cup and magic 
twos, ballot at 6pm.

Arran Golfers’ 
Association
Friday May 10, Seniors Bowl. 
It was a �ne evening for the 
Seniors Bowl at Machrie Bay 
and thanks have to go to 
Machrie for hosting the event. 
Holders Whiting Bay took 
on Brodick and the games 
were played in good spirits. 
�e Brodick team com-
prised Douglas Robertson, 
Sid Sillars, Terry Raeside 
and Brian Smith, while 
the Whiting Bay team was 
made up of David Brookens, 
David Blair, Stan Rainey and 
Douglas Auld. Brodick won 
7 and 5 in the end and AGA 
president Brian Sherwood 
was on hand to present the 
trophies.

ALGU Flockhart Trophy winners, centre, Ruth Hardy, left, 
Ann May, right, Elizabeth Kelso. 

Winners of the SWI Greensome are Piet Johnston and Fiona Scott with runners-up Carole 
Stewart and Jenni Turnbull.
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Arran Coastal Rowers take 
gold at
Largs
� e Arran Coastal Rowing 
Club continued to add to 
their medal and trophy haul 
by taking two gold medals 
and coming in second place 
overall at the Largs regatta.

Having just returned from 
their season opener two 
weeks ago, when they won the 
Loch Awe regatta, the team 
were just narrowly beaten by 
rivals Troon to take the � rst 
place trophy.

� eir most recent success 
took place over the weekend 
when the Firth of Clyde 
Coastal Rowing Club played 
host to seven visiting Clyde 

Arran rowers take gold against Troon at the Largs regatta. Photo: Dave Ingham. 

clubs at Largs marina. � e 
� rst race, a mini triathlon, 
comprised of 5km run, a row 
over to Cumbrae, a 16km 
cycle ride round the island, 
and � nally a row back to the 
mainland. Arran ran, rowed 
and cycled hard but could 
only manage fourth place in 
this race. � e worthy winners 
were a very energetic team 
from Royal West.

� e second race, � e 
Duncan Winning Challenge, 
was a return sprint over to 
Cumbrae. Arran took the lead 
from the start and reached the 
turn marker buoy ahead of 

the pack. Troon were chasing 
hard all the way back to Largs 
and stole the win from Arran 
right on the � nish line.

As the day progressed the 
water conditions deteriorated 
into a choppy sea, but this 
suited Arran and they found 
form with a convincing win 

in the heats for the Men’s 
Open 500 meter sprint. Arran 
ladies also took advantage of 
the challenging conditions 
and won the Women’s Open 
500 meter sprint heats. Both 
� nals were fast and closely 
contested which saw Arran 
came out gold medal winners 

in both races.
Arran put up a good � ght in 

the last race of the day, which 
was a mixed 500 meter sprint, 
but unfortunately didn’t 
make the � nals.

At the end of an eventful 
and enjoyable day, Arran 
came second overall with 33 

points, narrowly being beaten 
by Troon who had 36 points.

As the season progresses, 
Arran continue to gain con-
� dence, and trophies, ahead 
of the World Championship 
which is rapidly approaching 
and is due to take place in 
Stranraer.

Irvine Vics  1
Isle of Arran 3

ASAFA semi-� nal

Arran AFC have secured a 
place in their � rst cup � nal af-
ter a hard-fought victory over 
Irvine Vics at Ardeer Statium, 
Stevenston, on Sunday.

Goalscorers were Archie 
McNicol, Toby Wingham 
and Joel Small. Gavin Gilbert 

Arran footballers 
reach � rst � nal

Gavin Gilbert was nominat-
ed as the man of the match 
in a tough game against 
Irvine Vics. 

was nominated as the man of 
the match for an outstanding 
performance throughout the 
game.

� e next match for the 
Arran players will be a re-
turn to league games with a 
� xture against Valley � istle 
at Kilwinning Sports Club 
on Sunday May 19 with a 
12.45pm kick o� . 

Photos by
 Tam Borland.Arran’s Toby Wingham takes � ight to drive the ball into the Irvine goal. 


