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Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Big council tax rise 
for island households
Council tax bills are to rise 
by 4.79 per cent on Arran 
after North Ayrshire Coun-
cil set its 2019 budget this 
week, the highest increase 
allowed.

Householders in band A 
properties could face an in-
crease of around £39 a year 
while band D owners will 
pay around £58 more from 
April. This increase keeps 
North Ayrshire broadly in 
line with the average coun-
cil tax level in Scotland.

Freeze
It follows a three per 

cent rise in North Ayrshire 
last year, after a nine-year 
council tax freeze came to 
an end. Attempts by the 
SNP and the Conservatives 
to limit the rise to 3.7 per 
cent and three per cent re-
spectively were both voted 
down.

And despite facing what 
they describe as ‘a deeply 
challenging fi nancial set-
tlement’ the council’s La-
bour administration say  
there will be no compulso-
ry job cuts and that it will 
even create a few new jobs.

Since 2010/11, North 
Ayrshire Council has cut 

£92m from its revenue 
budget as funding has 
failed to keep pace with 
the rising costs and de-
mand for council services.

The budget for 2019/20 
– which was approved 
by elected members on 
Wednesday –  required 
£8.5m of further reduc-
tions in order to deliver a 
balanced budget.

These reductions are like-
ly to see less maintenance 
of school buildings and 
other council-owned prop-
erties and they are likely 
to hit street cleaning and 
ground maintenance on 
Arran. 

There are also plans to 
increase fees for the Gar-
den Tidy scheme by 25 per 
cent.

However, on a positive 
note, the council says the 
2019/20 budget will result 
in a net increase of about 
24 new jobs.

While there will be a re-
duction in a number of 
posts, this will be more 
than offset by the creation 
of around 74 whole time 
equivalent (WTE) posts 
as a result of the expan-
sion of early learning and 
childcare and a further 21 
WTE posts from planned 

investment in health and 
social care. Any reduction 
in posts will be managed 
through vacancies, rede-
ployment, voluntary ear-
ly retirement and voluntary 
redundancy.

Council leader Joe Cull-
inane said: ‘There’s no 
doubt that with every pass-

ing year, it gets more diffi -
cult to balance the budget 
while protecting jobs and 
our frontline services.

‘In the face of austerity, 
it’s remarkable that we will 
actually be creating jobs 
this year, with new posts 
opening up in social care 
and in early years.

‘But that doesn’t take 
away from the fact that 
if local government con-
tinues to be underfunded, 
year after year, services 
will inevitably suffer.’

The £343m revenue 
budget – which pays for 
the day-to-day running of 
council services – is fund-

ed largely through the set-
tlement from the Scottish 
Government.

For 2019/20, this core 
funding has decreased by 
£3.8m (1.4 per cent of the 
overall budget) with £9.4m 
ring-fenced to fund new 

All the award winners at the 2019 Arran Drama Festival show o�  their trophies at the end of the three-day event on 
Saturday night. Full coverage starts on page 11. 01_B09awards01

Drama winners take a bow

Turn to page two
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Cairnhouse Blackwaterfoot
A stylish and highly practical range of six newly 
constructed detached villas in a picturesque location

John Thomson Construction Ltd  |  01770 600 242

www.mcewanfraserlegal.co.uk
ONLY 4 REMAINING
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for island households
Continued from page one
commitments such as the 
expansion of early learning 
and child care, and health 
and social care.

Some £3.48m of cuts had 
previously been approved 
for 2019/20 and further re-
ductions in service were 
required to plug the fund-
ing gap. 

Approval was also given 
for the use of some council 
reserves, while keeping to 

the fi scal rule of maintain-
ing unearmarked reserves 
at the approved minimum 
of two per cent.

Despite the fi nancial 
pressures facing the coun-
cil, elected members made 
a continuing commitment 
to support its lowest earn-
ers, those living in poverty 
and North Ayrshire’s chil-
dren.

Among the range of 
measures passed included 

increased investment in the 
services that support the 
most vulnerable residents 
with additional funding of 
approximately £1.39mil-
lion for the Health and So-
cial Care Partnership.

The capital budget will 
deliver a £255million 
programme of works by 
2027/28, supporting in-
vestment in buildings, in-
frastructure and regenera-
tion projects.

Arran could have a second 
ferry on the Ardrossan to 
Brodick route before the 
Easter holidays, it emerged 
this week.

While the summer time-
table starts on March 29, 
the second boat is not due 
to begin service until May 
2 – nearly two weeks after 
Easter.

However, Caledonian 
MacBrayne told the Ban-
ner this week that they 
hope to have the MV Isle 
of Arran ready to go into 
service on the Arran route 
for the holiday weekend.

The move follows a re-

quest made by the Arran 
Ferry Committee for extra 
capacity on the route for 
Easter, the one of the bus-
iest weekends for visitors 
of the year. It has emerged 
that many of the sailings 
over the Easter weekend 

are already full, with the 
7.20pm ferry from Brod-
ick on Easter Monday said 
to be the only sailing still 
with availabilty that day.

Chairman Bill Calder-
wood told Arran Commu-
nity Council on Tuesday 

that both Transport Scot-
land and CalMac had been 
asked that the planning 
was put in place if a ves-
sel became available near-
er the time, even if they 
could not confi rm an addi-
tional boat at the moment.

A CalMac spokesman 
said: ‘We appreciate that 
Easter is an important 
weekend for the island 
and are keen to support the 
community as much as we 
can. This is, however, de-
pendent on our dry dock-
ing schedule. If fl eet dry 
docking goes according to 
plan and the MV Isle of 
Arran is available, our in-
tention would be to review 
putting her into service 
on the Ardrossan-Brodick 
route for the holiday week-
end.’

Meanwhile, a trial is to be 
launched of a procedure to 
allow car passengers leav-
ing their cars at Ardrossan 
and returning later to col-

lect them, to return to Ar-
ran on the same ferry.

At the moment the 
30-minute check-in re-
stricts this. However, if 
prior notice is given in 
Brodick this will be com-
municated to port staff at 
Ardrossan who will allow 
the cars to join allocated 
lanes late in these circum-
stances.

As previously report-
ed in the Banner, a 2.4 
per cent increase will ap-
ply to all fares when the 
summer timetable starts. A 
foot passenger return jour-
ney will cost £8, 20p more, 
with the price of the car or 
small motorhome rising to 
£31.90, up 80p.

There is concern the upkeep of the � ower bed and picnic area outside the Post O�  ce 
could be hit by ground maintenance cuts. 01_B09budget01

Arran could have second 
ferry for Easter holidays

• New roofs 
   and repairs
• Slating
• Tiling
• New PVC fascias 
   and soffits
• Roof and Wall coatings
• Rough casting 
   and rendering

Tel: 01292 428540
Email: kennedyroofing@outlook.com
www.kennedy-roofing.co.uk
8b Alderston Avenue, Ayr, South Ayrshire KA8 9BD

For all your Roofi ng needs

The MV Isle of Arran could be back for Easter.
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Brodick Castle is host-
ing a community-fo-
cused event happening 
in July called the Mak-
ers’ Festival and has 
made an open call to 
all local artists to get in-
volved.

Makers refers to all 
manner of hands-on 
crafts and creative ex-
periences and this event 
will celebrate the artis-
tic activities of island 
craftspeople.  Focusing 
on the theme of sustain-
ability, the festival will 
include an exhibition of 
work inspired by Brod-
ick Castle and gardens.

This is an open call 

for makers on the island 
to submit their ideas for 
work to be included in 
the exhibition. 

Organisers would like 
makers to consider the 
sustainability of their 
piece in terms of pro-
cesses, materials or 
message.  This is part 
of a commitment to Ar-
ran being a sustainable 

tourist destination. The 
exhibition will be held 
in the castle itself and 
there is an option to sell 
if appropriate and mak-
ers can submit up to two 
applications. The hope 
is that everyone will 
have work represented 
in the exhibition but that 
will be dependent on the 
number of applications.

The castle, which 
has been closed for 17 
months for fi re improve-
ment works, is due to 
reopen to the public on 
April 5.

The Makers’ Festival 
to be held on the week-
end of July 12 to 14.

Castle call to inspire artists

Couple chose Arran as 
idyllic retreat
Arran was in the TV spot-
light again this week when 
an episode of the BBC1 
daytime property show Es-
cape to the Country was de-
voted to the island.

Presented by Jules Hud-
son, the episode featured a 
house hunting couple who 
were in search of an idyl-
lic Arran getaway and a less 
hurried way of life.

And The Arran Banner 
even featured in the show 
when the presenter handed 
the couple the paper to aid 
their search for local build-
ers.

With a budget of £375,000, 
the couple, a romance writ-
er and a retired truck driv-
er, were shown two houses 
that matched their criteria, 
and one wildcard option – 
a house that did not match 
their requirements exactly 
but one which the present-
er thought they might be 
tempted by.

In addition to viewing 
houses in Whiting Bay, Cor-
rie and Kildonan, viewers 
were also given a glimpse of 
some of what Arran offers 
visitors. 

This included a trip to 
Lochranza Distillery, where 
the visiting couple from 
Yorkshire sampled Arran 
whisky, and a short boat ride 
in Lamlash Bay with marine 

conservationist Don Mac-
neish telling viewers about 
the work of the Commu-
nity of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST) and the Lamlash 
No Take Zone.

Enamoured with two of 
the houses that they visited, 
the couple made an offer on 
the Corrie property. Howev-
er it was not accepted, leav-
ing them to continue their 
search on their own accord. 

Such was the interest in the 
show, a social media post on 
the Arran Banner Facebook 
page, reminding people that 
the programme was due to 
be aired, received a huge re-
sponse, with 16,500 people 
reading the update and 163 
sharing it with others.

For those who missed the 
broadcast on Monday it is 
still available to watch on 
BBC iPlayer.

Above, presenter Jules Hudson is pictured on Brodick 
beach; top right, the house hunters and Hudson prepare 
to view a house in Corrie; and below right, Hudson 
presents the couple with a copy of the Banner in Kildonan.
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The restaurant at the Lagg 
Distillery has been named 
as The Shieling Bistro fol-
lowing an online competi-
tion seeking an innovative 
name for the upstairs din-
ing area.

The winner who came 
up with the name, which 
describes a hut or simple 
building in a remote Scot-
tish landscape, has not 
been named but will re-
ceive a lunch voucher for 
four people in the new 
bistro.

The Shieling Bistro will 
offer relaxed dining with 
panoramic views and a 
whisky and cocktail bar 
with an impressive bal-
cony.

The name was selected 
from 320 suggestions and 
The Shieling Bistro will 
play a role in attracting 
visitors to the distillery – 
set to open in spring this 
year.

Restaurant 
named at 
Lagg Distillery

Islanders have been 
warned to be extra vigi-
lant when having building 
work carried out after a re-
cent incident on Arran.

An elderly resident paid 
a mainland builder more 
than £7,000 to repair a 
leak in her roof, which 
was never repaired, and 
the builder has failed to 
return calls or respond to 
emails for more than two 
months.

North Ayrshire Trading 
Standards says it has been 
in touch with the woman 
and is providing support. 
The incident happened in 
mid-December but offi -
cials declined to say where 
it happened.

Councillor Alex Gal-
lagher, cabinet member 
for economy, said: ‘Peo-
ple say they will nev-
er get caught out but yet 
they do, as they let their 
guard down or decide they 
will get work done, de-
spite many promises from 

a family member that they 
will do it.

‘This elderly lady has 
been extremely unfor-
tunate. The builder may 
have some level of expe-
rience but this job appears 
to have been too much 
for them – yet they have 
charged a lot of money 
and not solved the prob-
lem. The fact they have 
gone to ground is also ev-
idence that they are not 
interested in providing a 
good and proper service.

‘Rogue traders in gen-
eral target vulnerable res-
idents and carry out lit-
tle or no work, charging 
exorbitant sums of mon-
ey. They will usually of-
fer roofi ng, driveway or 
gardening services at a re-

duced price, but work is 
often unnecessary or bad-
ly done and the trader lat-
er increases the price.

‘While it might be tempt-
ing to agree to low prices 
being offered on the door-
step, it doesn’t add up.’

Trading Standards says 
this incident has strength-
ened its desire to make 
Arran the fi rst island to 
become a ‘no cold caller 
zone’, as highlighted by 
the Banner in November 
last year.

Zones are established to 
protect residents from un-
wanted doorstep callers. 
They are designed to act as 
a deterrent to stop business-
es cold calling in areas that 
are clearly marked and em-
power residents to feel con-

fi dent about sending un-
wanted callers away.

Councillor Gallagher 
added: ‘We are trying to 
make Arran a place that 
cold-callers and scammers 
won’t want to visit. If we 
have support from the lo-
cal community, backed up 
with messages displayed 
everywhere – on lamp-
posts and people’s doors – 
it will send a message that 
cold callers are not wel-
come in Arran.

‘The outcome is then a 
reduction in overall crime, 
including less doorstep 
crime and distraction 
house breaking.’

Police Scotland con-
fi rmed that this was not a 
criminal act but was a civ-
il matter.

Rogue builder warning 
after resident duped

The door sticker warning 
sign, which is available 
to people who want one. 
01_B44petition01 
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At the Scottish Parliament 
last Thursday, South Scot-
land MSP Emma Harper 
launched a public consul-
tation ahead of a proposed 
member’s bill to tackle in-
cidents of dogs attacking 
livestock.

The proposed Protection 
of Livestock (Scotland) Bill 
aims to give police, courts 
and potentially other agen-
cies more powers to prop-
erly tackle offences of dogs 
attacking livestock.

Livestock attacks contin-
ue to be a blight on Scottish 
agriculture, and NFU Scot-
land launched a campaign 
earlier in February to in-
fl uence a change in behav-
iours of irresponsible dog 
owners and encourage them 
to keep their dogs on a lead 
when walking on farmland.

It comes just weeks after 
the Banner highlighted the 
worrying rise in sheep at-
tacks on Arran, which saw 
three serious incidents in 
four months, the worst of 
which led to a dog killing 
two Cheviot ewes carrying 
lambs at Glenkiln Farm in 
Lamlash.

Last year Police Scotland 
had 338 incidents of attacks 
on livestock by dogs report-
ed to them. Out of 340 re-
sponses from a recent NFU 
Scotland survey, 72 per cent 
said they had an issue with 
livestock worrying on their 
land, while 84 per cent felt 
the outdoor access code re-
quiring ‘on a lead or under 
close control’ did not pro-
vide suffi cient protection to 
them or their livestock.

Ms Harper said: ‘Live-
stock worrying/attack is an 
enormous issue which is of 
concern to people across 
the agricultural sector.

‘Irresponsible dog own-
ers who allow their dogs to 
roam the countryside, while 
not under close control, and 
worry, attack and mutilate 
livestock is harmful not just 
to animal welfare but can 
have severe implications 
for farmers.

‘Research has indicat-
ed that current legislation 

simply either doesn’t ad-
equately make reference 
to livestock and wildlife 
worrying/attack or is not 
strong enough to prevent 
the issue.

‘I am therefore bringing 
forward a consultation for 
a new Bill which would 
increase penalties and 
provide additional powers 
to investigate and enforce 
the offence of livestock 
worrying.’

Martin Kennedy, vice 
president of NFU Scotland,  
said: ‘This public consulta-
tion is welcomed by NFU 
Scotland. Last year the un-
ion outlined “key asks” 
that it would like to see 
within a bill – in particular 
higher fi nes, a ban on own-
ing dogs and additional 
powers for the police – so 
we are delighted that some 
of these asks are included 
within the proposed bill.

‘We would encourage as 
many farmers and crofters 
as possible to fi ll out this 
consultation within the 12-
week window to provide a 
true refl ection of the extent 
dog attacks on livestock 
continue to have on our in-
dustry.’

Meanwhile, according to 
claims fi gures from NFU 
Mutual, which insures 
three quarters of farmers, 
farm animals worth more 
than £750,000 have been 
savaged by dogs in Scot-
land over the past four 
years. Although there was a 
fall between 2017 to 2018, 
fi gures remain high with an 
80 per cent increase in the 
cost of attacks since 2015.

Consultation on the bill 
closes on May 15. Com-
ments can be made via 
the member’s bill section 
of the Scottish parliament 
website.

Consultation aims 
to protect livestock
NFUS backs move to help farmers and crofters

Emma Harper 
MSP with PC 
Ben Rushden 
at the launch.

‘Farm animals 
worth more than 
£750,000 have been 
savaged by dogs in 
Scotland over the 
past four years’

Prepare your business 
for leaving the EU
To find guidance and information to  
prepare your business for leaving the EU  
on 29 March 2019, visit gov.uk/euexit
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The Shore restaurant is set 
to make a welcome return 
to Whiting Bay when it of-
fi cially opens for business 
later this month.

The business is conven-
iently housed on the shore 
front in an iconic building 
which has been a village 
landmark for many years 
having previously been a 
bank, a butcher’s, the vil-
lage shop and, more recent-
ly, a coffee shop and take-
away, which closed last 
May.

The new owners are 
Adam and Charlotte Mar-
tin, who have returned to 
Arran with their 20-month-
old son. They plan to run 
The Shore as a communi-
ty restaurant serving the 
needs of residents and visi-
tors to Whiting Bay.

Serving a variety of break-
fasts, including vegetarian 
and a full Shore breakfast, 
the Shore will also offer an 
extensive lunch menu with 
daily specials, and for two 
evenings a week, a pop-
up restaurant, held twice a 
month, and offering an ev-
er-changing, unique and 
varied menu. The Martins 

are no strangers to Arran 
and island life as Charlotte, 
who was the fi rst manag-
er of the Auchrannie Play-
barn, has previously lived 
and worked on Arran. Now, 
following a stint as a teach-

er in Aberdeen, she is back 
on the island she developed 
a love for, returning to be 
a part of the community in 
Whiting Bay.

Joined by her husband 
Adam, who has been a 

head chef in Cumbria for 
14 years – six of them at 
the Hare and Hounds in 
Bowlands Bridge, where 
he played a major role in 
setting up a successful and 
award-winning restaurant.

The down-to-earth couple 
say their food can best be 
described as ‘relaxed gas-
tro pub’. Charlotte said: 
‘Our aim is to offer good 
food, locally sourced and 
fresh, at affordable pric-
es in relaxed and beautiful 
surroundings.

‘The Shore has love-
ly views directly over the 
beach and is a welcoming 
place, with a warm wood 
burning stove and comfort-
able seating to enjoy tasty 
and affordable food with 
friends, family and visitors.

‘Situated in the heart of 
the community we hope 

to play a part in communi-
ty life and an active role in 
village activities.’

The Shore offi cial-
ly opens on Wednesday 
March 13, although they 
will open, by local request, 
the day before for an early 
bird evening dinner menu 
to coincide with the Scot-
tish Opera performance at 
Whiting Bay hall.

Booking for the event is 
essential by calling 700161 
and a full copy of the menu, 
along with opening times 
and future events, can be 
found on their website at 
www.theshorearran.co.uk

New owners hope restaurant 
venture will be a Shore thing

O� ering stunning views, visitors will be able to sip a 
co� ee and enjoy a bite to eat while taking in the sights. 

Left: Charlotte and Adam Martin outside The Shore 
restaurant.
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The recent fl u outbreak, 
which has fl oored a num-
ber of people on Arran, is 
a greater risk to those with 
existing health conditions.

As a result NHS Ayr-
shire and Arran is urging 
all those with existing con-
ditions to make it a priori-
ty to get their fl u vaccine as 
soon as possible.

The vaccine is available 
free to those with health 
conditions of any age, 
those who will be aged 
65 or over at the end of 
March, and pregnant wom-
en, and remains the best de-
fence against the virus. If 
anyone is eligible and they 
have not received the vac-
cine, they should not  delay 
in making an appointment 
with their GP.

Figures show that, on av-
erage, 1,918 people have 
been hospitalised for fl u 
or its complications each 
year in Scotland. To meet 

higher demand for the vac-
cine, the Scottish govern-
ment has bought more of 
the vaccine this winter than 
last year.

NHS Ayrshire and Arran, 
consultant in public health 
medicine Dr Elvira Garcia 
said: ‘It is extremely im-
portant that individuals at 
risk from the dangers of fl u 
take up the offer of the fl u 
vaccine now. 

‘Make an appointment to-
day, and you have a better 
chance of not developing 
the complications that can 
lead to hospitalisation.

‘It is not too late to get 
vaccinated against fl u. The 
vaccine is still being of-
fered at GP practices, is 
safe, and provides protec-
tion for up to a year.’

For further information 
visit readyforfl u.scot or 
phone NHS Inform on 080 
22 44 88.

Provost Ian Clarkson presented Ei-
lidh Hamill with her fi nalist certif-
icate for the Provost’s Civic Pride 
Awards during a visit to Arran this 
week.

While attending another event 
the provost met with the Arran 
High School pupil and wished her 
the best of luck with her nomina-
tion for the North Ayrshire Sports 
Award for her contribution to sport 
through sporting achievements 
and by encouraging and support-
ing others.

There is still time to vote for 
Eilidh, which can be done online 
at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ 
civicpride19vote and voting clos-
es at noon on Thursday March 7. 
The winners will be announced at 
the prestigious annual awards cer-
emony at the Portal, Irvine, on Fri-
day March 15. 

Flu vaccine plea 
to those at risk

Provost 
presents 
award to  
finalist Eilidh

*Terms and Conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may 
apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2018. E&OE September 2018.

Expert Knowledge      |      Super Service      |      Competitive Prices      |      Professional Installation

Our Best Sellers
Enjoy our range of top selling brand appliances

Let’s Make Life Easy

nevO elbuoD mc05  
 rekooC cirtcelE

 W305CVDE

 

 ylnO

£ 992  .  99

 nevO niaM yticapaC sertiL 85
 nevO poT yticapaC sertiL 13

 boH cimareC etildidaR enoZ 4
 mc06Dx05Wx09H :snoisnemiD

1  eetnarauG raeY
A  gnitaR ygrenE 

tsorF nI tliuB mc45  
 rezeerF egdirF eerF

 I1554MNK

 

 ylnO

£ 994  .  99

 yticapaC tFuC 34.2 / 18.6 ,sertiL 96 / 391
 srewarD rezeerF 3 ,niB dalaS 1 ,sevlehS 4

 smirT emorhC & kcaR eniW emorhC
 mc5.45Dx 45Wx 8.771H :snoisnemiD

5  *eetnarauG raeY
+A  gnitaR ygrenE 

 redraL llaT mc55
 W44155LT

 

 ylnO woN  

 03£
 evaS£ 942  .  99

 99.972£ saW

 tFuC 33.8 / sertiL 632
 niB dalaS x 1 ,sevlehS ssalG x 4

 rooD elbisreveR
 mc55Dx 55Wx 241H :snoisnemiD

3  ytnarraW raeY
+A  gnitaR ygrenE 

gk6 nipS 0041  
 enihcaM gnihsaW

 BG26182BAW

 

 

£ 992  .  00

 semmargorP 51
 metsyS hsaW apsauqA

 sehsaW rekciuQ rof tcefrePdeepS
 mc55Dx06Wx58H :snoisnemiD

2  ytnarraW raeY
BA+++A ygrenE  

sgnitteS ecalP 31  
 rehsawhsiD
 GI20W632NS

 

 ylnO

£ 994  .  00

 yalpsiD nottuB hsuP ,semmargorP 6
 noitpO hsaW ocE

 teksaB reppU elbatsujdA
 mc06Dx06Wx5.48H :snoisnemiD

5  ytnarraW raeY
++A  gnitaR ygrenE 

 ertneC ecivreS citsemoD narrA
ertneC salguoD ehT 4 tinU  , kcidorB  ,  JA8 72AK

 909203 07710



8 Letters ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 2 March, 2019arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Editorial How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate 
good faith, although these details can be 
withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be 
included. Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. 
Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that 
mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the editori-
al content of newspapers. We will 
abide by the decision of IPSO.

Press policy

Thought for the week

This year’s drama festival 
once again showed what a 
depth of talent there is on 
the island.

The fact that both the jun-
ior and adult winning plays 
were written by local talent 
is further testament to that.

Great, too, that for the 
second time in as many 
years the number of jun-
ior plays outnumbered the 
adult ones, showing that 
youngsters on the island 
still hold a passion for per-
forming live.

Some of the youngsters 
performing this year are al-
ready young adults, such 
as The Young Ones in their 
own production, and their 
involvement in amateur 
dramatics will surely stand 
them in good stead as they 
head out into the big bad 
world.

An enormous amount of 
work goes into not just the 
staging of the drama fes-
tival but into every sin-
gle play performed on the 
stage both by the actors 
and everyone behind the 
scenes.

And it is good to see that 
the people of Arran turn 
out in their droves to watch 
as the drama of the three 
nights unfold and see if, at 
the end of it all, their win-
ners match that of the adju-
dicator – the man, this year 
Ronnie Mackie, with the 
hardest job of the festival.

Roll on next year.

‘Bear with each 
other and forgive one 
another if any of you 
has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you.’ 

Colossians 3:13

Drama talent
Winter service
An open letter to Roy Bran-
nen, chief executive offi cer 
Transport Scotland.

Sir,
I write as chairman of our 
local community associ-
ation and ask you to re-
visit the recently rejected 
proposal for a Lochranza/
Claonaig winter ferry ser-
vice.

We fi rmly believe that the 
potential strategic benefi ts 
of piloting such a service 
would, given time, prove 
highly signifi cant.

 Businesses on Arran and 
Argyll, of all kinds, would 
benefi t greatly and the 
through-Arran route would 
open up lines of commu-
nication and closer ties in 
terms of tourism, transport 
and infrastructure. 

The perceived benefi ts 
would be felt on Arran, but 
more so on the mainland, 
particularly in Kintyre and 
Argyll, which have much to 
gain from an enhanced all-
year-round service.

Finally, it is worth men-
tioning that this service 
seems, in terms of weath-
er and technical reliability, 
to have signifi cantly better 
resilience than the Brodick/
Ardrossan service. 

Offering a year-round al-
ternative means of getting 
on and off the island, par-
ticularly in unforeseen cir-
cumstances, is in the views 
of many, not only desirable 
but essential.

I have copied this letter 
to other interested parties. 
We hope they will support 
this initiative by communi-
cating their support to your 
organisation, their elect-
ed representatives, and the 
wider communities. 
Ken Thorburn, chairman 
Lochranza and Catacol 
Community Association.

Real burden
Sir,
As reported in the Banner 
of February 23, the owners 
of the McLaren Hotel have 
made application to the 
Lands Tribunal for Scotland 
to discharge a condition of 
title obliging the erection 
only of a building two sto-
reys in height.

Such a condition of title is 
a real burden affecting the 
property. The owners wish 
to erect a four-storey build-
ing. In support of the appli-
cation it is stated that plan-
ning permission has already 
been obtained for such a 
building and that owners of 
surrounding buildings have 
breached similar conditions 
of title concerning a limited 
building height.

Apart from notions of rel-
evance, acquiescence and 
prescription in relation to 
objecting to the height of 
these other buildings, it is 
worth noting that an appli-
cation to the Lands Tribunal 
is somewhat different from 
an application for planning 
permission.

Sections 8 and 95 of the 
Title Conditions (Scotland) 
Act 2003 are relevant pro-
visions in any application 
to the Lands Tribunal for 
the discharge of such a real 
burden. It is clear from these 
sections that, unlike a plan-
ning application to the local 
authority, the wider public 
is not entitled to make rep-
resentations to the Lands 
Tribunal in seeking to en-
force the condition of title. 
It is only enforceable by any 
person having title and in-
terest to enforce it.

This would include the 
owner or tenant of a prop-
erty benefi ting from the bur-
den and with an interest in 
enforce it. This concept of 
interest to enforce is a ques-
tion of whether a breach of 

the burden or a discharge of 
it would have a detrimental 
effect on the property secur-
ing the benefi t.

Anyone claiming an inter-
est is well advised to seek 
legal advice.
Jamie Gilmour,
Brodick

Long division
Sir,
I would like to correct the 
statement made by North 
Ayrshire and Arran MP Pa-
tricia Gibson in last week’s 
Arran Banner.

In an article on the scrap-
ping of free TV licences for 
the elderly, she stated: ‘Ac-
cording to the BBC’s own 
fi gures, scrapping the over-
75s concessionary licence 
will take an average of more 
than £22,000 a week out of 
the pockets of over-75s in 
every single UK constitu-
ency.’

I would rather you do the 
long division, but you will 
fi nd that it is just less than 
£3 per week per person, 
still a signifi cant amount for 
those who cannot afford to 
go to the pub, particularly in 
Arran.  You may have meant 
the average total amount of 
extra licence fees per con-
stituency, but you certainly 
did not say so.
Kelvin Appleton,
Beverley, Yorkshire.

Dementia care
Sir,
As we discover more about 
dementia and develop a bet-
ter understanding of the dis-
ease processes which cause 
dementia, it is crucial that 
we refl ect on how we re-
spond to the needs of peo-
ple living with this progres-
sive terminal illness. Our 
improving understanding is 
not refl ected in current pol-
icy and practise; the increas-
ing health care needs of peo-
ple with advanced dementia 

are not recognised or met.
Every day people living 

with advanced dementia, 
their carers and their fami-
lies are dealing with a com-
plexity of physical, emo-
tional and psychological 
challenges, and ever-chang-
ing health care needs.  How-
ever, people with advanced 
dementia do not receive the 
health care they should be 
entitled to and instead face 
signifi cant social care charg-
es.

By recognising and iden-
tifying advanced dementia 
we can work towards en-
suring people living and dy-
ing with advanced dementia 
can have equity of access to 
the health care they need to 
those who have other pro-
gressive terminal illnesses, 
and which is free at the point 
of delivery.

Alzheimer Scotland’s 
Fair Dementia Care cam-
paign calls for a number of 
reforms and is leading the 
way to highlight the unfair 
inequalities that are a reality 
for so many families. While 
we understand that it will 
require signifi cant effort and 
dedication to fully trans-
form our health care sys-
tem, we ask that the Scottish 
Government leads the way 
by delivering fair dementia 
care for those with advanced 
dementia without delay.

To join the campaign, vis-
it www.alzscot.org/fairde-
mentiacare. Anyone who 
has experienced issues in 
accessing care for advanced 
dementia, should email pub-
licpolicy@alzscot.org. Only 
by sharing your experiences 
can we show why we need 
change, to make sure that 
Scotland delivers fair de-
mentia care.
Jim Pearson,
Director of policy and 
research, Alzheimer 
Scotland
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Ruby, Arran Mountain 
Rescue Team’s (AMRT) 
search and rescue dog, has 
retired after nine years of 
dedicated service, having 
played a big part in saving 
lives and assisting in rescue 
operations during her long 
career.

A highly-trained Na-
tional Search And Rescue 
Dog Association (SAR-
DA) canine, Ruby is the 
companion of Darryl Ur-
quhart-Dixon and the two 
of them have attended hun-
dreds of call-outs over the 
years.

Retirement
In a moving message in 

appreciation of Ruby’s un-
failing service, a spokes-
man from AMRT said: 
‘Happy retirement to our 
mountain rescue dog, 
Ruby.

‘Ruby has been a big part 
of the AMRT for the past 
nine years, helping to assist 
the team with numerous 
searches for missing peo-
ple and not forgetting pro-
viding endless cuddles to 
team members at the base 
and on the hill during train-
ing.

‘Ruby has been a big part 
of the team and always will 
be. She has been very hard 
working and a joy to have 
around.’

In a message SARDA, 
which is very familiar with 
Ruby and her dedication 

over the years, said: ‘SAR-
DA Southern Scotland 
would like to say a massive 
thank you and a very happy 
retirement to mountain res-
cue search dog Ruby.

‘Ruby, alongside her han-
dler Daz, has served many 

a call-out and given an in-
credible amount of time 
and effort over the past 
nine years, always with 
that famous doggy smile 
and a real love for doing 
what she does.

‘Enjoy the sofa when the 

phone goes for a call-out, 
Ruby, you’ve earned it.’

Darryl continues to work 
with the AMRT with his 
other dog, Mowgli, who 
qualifi ed as a mountain res-
cue dog last year.

A well-earned retiral 
for rescue dog Ruby
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Ruby is pictured with her handler Darryl Urquhart-Dixon, above; and right, from top, 
through all weathers Ruby joins her team mates during a training exercise; working in 
remote locations, Ruby is airlifted to a search location. Photograph: David Hogg. Ruby takes 
great delight in her work on a snow-covered hillside.
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Leading Scottish architect 
David Page will be on Ar-
ran next week to talk about 
his practice, Page and 
Park, which he set up in 
the 1980s with partner Bri-
an Park.

The talk, to the Arran 
branch of the Saltire Socie-
ty, promises to cover many 
of the partnership’s ma-
jor infl uential projects over 
the last 30 years, includ-
ing the Inverness Maggie’s 
Centre, Glasgow’s Italian 
Centre, The Museum of 
Rural Life, East Kilbride 
and many more.

Page and Park revived the 
(then) dormant practise of 

working on major schemes 
in collaboration with artists 
such as Alexander (Sandy) 
Stoddart, Shona Kinloch, 
Jack Sloan, Peter Howson 
and many more. Making 
the ‘art’ component inte-
gral with the building and 
not a bolt-on at the end of a 
scheme. One excellent ex-
ample of this is in the In-
gram Street façade of the 

Italian Centre.  This ar-
chitect/artist collabora-
tive working was a path-
fi nder initiative picked up 
by many other practices 
across Scotland.

Interior spaces, exteri-
or spaces and townscap-
ing have all been under-
taken by Page and Park 
and David Page will be 
giving insights into many 
projects, beyond the obvi-
ous. A drive around Glas-
gow is an encounter with 
many Page and Park crea-
tions. The Museum of Re-
ligion, Glasgow Cathedral 
Square and the renovation 
of St Andrews RC Cathe-
dral are only three of such.

Page and Park were also 
appointed to oversee the 

restoration of Glasgow 
School of Art in 2014 and 
David will be happy to try 
to answer any comments 
about the situation with 
GSA at present.

This illustrated talk, by 
one of Scotland’s leading 
architects, promises to be 
fascinating and informa-
tive and will give back-
ground context to many 
well known Scottish build-
ings of the last 30 years.

The talk takes place at 
the Ormidale Pavilion in 
Brodick on Wednesday 
March 6 at 7pm. Entry free 
but donations are always 
welcome. Wine and fresh 
juice refreshments availa-
ble. Come early to ensure 
a good seat.

Ra�  e winner Iain McLean is presented with his whisky prize by Gregor Adamson. 

Iain takes home prize at whisky talk
Kildonan SWI held an 
open meeting on Mon-
day February 18, when 
Gregor Adamson gave 
an interesting talk on 
the illicit stills of Arran, 
which was very well at-
tended.

Gregor explained that 
he had a book coming 
out in the summer about 
the history of whisky 
making on the island.

There was also a fan-
tastic prize of a bottle 
of The James MacTag-

gart Anniversary Single 
Arran Malt for the raf-
fl e, which was won by 
Glasgow- based free-
lance photographer Iain 
McLean, who has visited 
Kildonan every February 
for some 22 years, stay-
ing in the same cottage.

Iain said: ‘This is a 
great surprise and I’d 
like to thank the dis-
tillery for making such 
a generous donation and 
for making an island vis-
itor extremely happy.’

A spokeswoman for 
Kildonan SWI said a big 
‘thank you’ to all who at-
tended and added: ‘We 
raised more than £100 on 
the raffl e which was for 
a bottle of whisky kindly 
donated by the distillery.

‘All the money raised 
was passed on to Rever-
end Angus Adamson for 
the church. 

‘We also passed on the 
many bags of food that 
were kindly donated for 
the food bank.’

Leading Scots architect 
talks to Saltire Society

Architect David Page, above left; and the Page and 
Park-designed Maggie’s Centre in Inverness. 

OPERA HighlightsHighlights
A heart-warming new production featuring four singers and a pianist

Supported by  
The Friends of Scottish Opera  

JTH Charitable Trust
The Scottish Opera Endowment Trust

Registered in Scotland Number SCO37531  Scottish Charity Number SCO19787 

scottishopera.org.uk

Touring Scotland  
5 Feb – 16 Mar

The Scotsman

WHITING BAY VILLAGE HALL  
TUE 12 MAR, 7.30PM
From £12/£5 (u26s) 

Box Office: The Book & Card Centre 
Tel: 01770 302 288  |  arranevents.com
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Trellis
&

Fence Panels
 

Scarifier 

For Hire

£30 Per Day

Open 
Monday - Saturday 

8am - 5pm
01770700202
Whiting Bay

In Stock Now

Top left, adjudicator Ronnie 
Mackie. 01_B09intro01; above, 
chairwoman Sheila Gilmore 
presents a retiral gift to 
Mary Young. 01_B09intro04; 
left, James Smith and 
Shannon Galbraith 
received recognition from 
the festival adjudicator for 
their believable characters 
and their delivery of lines. 
01_B09intro06

Local plays 
clean up 
at drama 
festival
Two original plays written 
on Arran were the big win-
ners at the 2019 Arran Dra-
ma Festival held over three 
nights last week, taking 
home six awards between 
them.

Andy McMamara’s com-
edy Numquam Non Para-
tus took the top prize, the 
Archie Kerr Wooley Tro-
phy, along with acting priz-
es for Andy and Alan Nicol 
in the lead role in the play, 
performed by Whiting Bay 
Music and Drama.

The winning youth play, 
written by Arran’s own 
Rory Morrison and per-
formed by The Young 
Ones, was Between a Writ-
er’s Block and a Hard 
Place. Shannon Galbraith 
picked up the trophy for 
best youth performance 
and they also won the best 
moment of theatre award.

This year nine plays, four 
adult and fi ve junior, took 
part in the festival, which 
was held over three packed 
nights in the community 
theatre, with many agree-
ing it was the best for a 
number of years.

Following the presenta-
tion of the trophies by ad-
judicator Ronnie Mackie 

on Saturday night, a spe-
cial presentation was made 
to Mary Young who is re-
tiring from producing jun-
ior plays after 35 years.

Sheila Gilmore, chair-
woman of the Isle of Arran 
Drama Association, said: 
‘Mary has brought many a 
young actor up through the 
years, ably assisted by her 
husband Jim and Iain Park-
er, who, we hope, will con-
tinue to help out with the 
juniors when Colin Mac-
donald takes over.’

On the festival, Sheila 
added: ‘It was a super fes-

tival, with great audiences 
throughout. Ronnie Mack-
ie’s adjudication offered 
detailed production advice 
which the audience and 
clubs appreciated.

‘It was great that two lo-
cal playwrights had their 
works premiered at the Ar-
ran festival this year, and 
they also won the major-
ity of the accolades. Rory 
Morrison and Andy McNa-
mara are to be congratulat-
ed for their unique scripts, 
and hopefully both will 
continue to write for our 
enjoyment in the future.’

The cast of 
The Young 
Ones receive 
their award 
from adjudi-
cator Ronnie 
Mackie. 

01_B09intro02

Writer Andy McNamara, left, and the cast of winning play 
Numquam Non Paratus with their award. 01_B09intro03
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The plays presented over the 
three nights in order of per-
formance were:
A Dog’s Life
Performed by the Lamlash 
Junior Drama Club, the play 
– written by Pam Valentine 
and set in an animal shelter 
– offered a charming and hu-
morous perspective of life as 
seen through a dog’s eyes. 

Focusing on the four main 
canine characters, a mongrel 
played by Freya Campbell, 
a German Shepherd played 
by Lewis Campbell, a pam-
pered and overweight Poo-
dle played by Zara Wilson, 
and a puppy played by Alys-
sa Gray, the story details the 
previous lives of the dogs 
and the sometimes tragic 
tales of their previous own-
ers.

Cleverly written to con-

vey an underlying message 
while using humour and in-
sight, the cast was joined by 
Jemma Totty as the warden 
and Heather McLintlock as a 
visitor to the pound. 

Describing the actors as 
being clear and expressive 
and with creative and origi-
nal acting, adjudicator Ron-
nie Mackie praised all the 
players for a convincing per-
formance.  A Dog’s Life was 
directed by Mary Young.
Marigold Mews
A farce written by Peter 
Rolls and set in a dirty back 
street, the experienced cast 
of Deborah Robertson, Shei-
la Gilmore and Alice Ander-
son expertly portrayed the 
characters of homeless la-
dies and their interaction 
with offi cialdom in the form 
of actors Fiona Henderson, 
Ruth Betley and Joan Stew-
art.

Driven by the character-
ful and roguish Bo, played 
by Deborah, the story had 
the audience laughing at 
the well-rehearsed interac-
tions between the characters, 
most noticeably with that of 
Clovis played by Sheila and 
Ez played by Alice.

An enjoyable comedy 
with a good set, adjudica-
tor Ronnie Mackie singled 
out the actors for their sus-
tained character representa-
tion, great enthusiasm and 
good pace.

Marigold Mews was pro-
duced by Jerry Arthur.
Numquam Non Paratus
A comedy written by Arran 
actor, Andy McNamara, and 
produced by David Simkin,  
the visually appealing play 
featured the acting talents 
of Alan Nicol, Patrick Scott, 
Zoe McGovern, Val Waite 
and Andy himself.

A humorous look at the co-
medic interactions of Scot-
tish Highland warriors, the 
sparsely decorated set fea-
tured elaborately dressed ac-
tors who were stylishly out-
fi tted in Highland attire.

Opening with a piper, 
which set the tone for what 
was to come, the play con-
tinued at a fast pace with a 
fi ght scene, before the pace 
once again slowed and a fun-
ny narrative took over.

Descending into near farce, 
the play then took another 
abrupt change of pace and 
in the fi nal minutes surprised 
the audience with an unex-
pected but hilarious twist in 
the tale.

Numquam Non Paratus re-
ceived praise from adjudi-
cator Ronnie Mackie for its 
originality, costumes and 
sense of fun.
Home at Last
A macabre comedy written 
by Eileen Brandon and pro-
duced by Allan Little, this 
production by Whiting Bay 
Youth Group thrilled the au-
dience with elaborate cos-
tumes, a well-designed set 
and charming performances 
by some of the youngest ac-
tors in the festival.

Set in a castle in Transyl-
vania the story naturally in-
volved vampires, a bat, a 
countess, unsuspecting visi-

tors and a cast with a desire 
for drinking blood.

Well rehearsed and well 
performed, actors Greta 
Litton, Tilda Litton, Daisy 
and Rosy McNamara, Alec 
Fraser and Jamie Worthing-
ton were joined by a delight-
ful group of young actors 
playing howling vampires.  

Extolling the virtues of 
the play, adjudicator Ronnie 
Mackie made mention of the 

impressive set, the ‘spot-on’ 
costumes which he said the 
actors ‘wore well’ and the 
good and clear interpretation 
of the characters.
Rest in Pieces
An upbeat comedy written 
by James Cooke and pro-
duced by David Simpkin, 

Rest In Pieces tells the sto-
ry of  a brother, played by 
Andy McNamara, and sis-
ter, played by Tilly Arm-
strong, who visit their moth-
er, played by Bev Scott, in a 
retirement complex.

The haughty attitude of 
San, played by Tilly, and the 
juxtaposition of  Andy’s laid 
back character of Frank, is 
sharply contrasted with that 
of their mother, Betty, por-
trayed by Bev, who surpris-
es and pleases at every turn. 

Unexpected scenarios and 
raucously funny scenes, the 
comedic value was increased 
exponentially with the char-
acter Yvonne, played by Val 
Waite, who injected straight 
faced humour into the sto-
ryline at every opportunity.

Deserving of the praise by 
adjudicator Ronnie Mack-
ie, who described the Whit-
ing Bay Music and Drama 
Club’s play as a ‘good, fun 
production’ and a ‘well-pre-
sented piece.’
Between a Writer’s Block and 
a Hard Place
A comedy written by Arran’s 
own Rory Morrison, who 
also produced and directed 
it, Between a Writer’s Block 
and a Hard Place, is an orig-
inal and creative play, per-
formed by The Young Ones, 
that amusingly tells the sto-
ry of a writer and simulta-

A feast of comedy delights Arran audiences
Andy McNamara, Patrick Scott 
and Zoe McGovern in a scene from 
Numquam Non Paratus. 01_B09intro05

Vampires, 
played by 
some of the 
youngest 
actors in 
the festival, 
surround 
a sleeping 
victim 
in Home 
at Last. 
01_B09drama11

Zara Wilson played a 
pampered poodle in A 
Dog’s Life. 01_B09drama08

Bickering couple, Innis 
Thorborn and Iona Summer 
in Between a Writer’s 
Block and a Hard Place. 
01_B09drama15
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neously the characters in his 
novel.

Using a split stage effect 
allowed the story to be easily 
played out and provided nu-
merous laughs, many owing 
to comedic timing and the 
admirable vocal skills of the 
two experienced main ac-
tors, James Smith and Shan-
non Galbraith. Innis Thor-
born acting as the writer and 
Iona Summer as his wife, 
added the further dimension 
to the play and contributed 
positively to its success with 
their roles.

Displaying a large degree 
of rehearsal to perfect, ad-
judicator Ronnie Mackie 
heaped praise on the produc-
tion describing it as a ‘good 
piece of original theatre with 
good, believable characters 
with very good vocal skills’.

Well received by the au-
dience and Ronnie, the 
play was concluded with a 
lengthy round of applause.
Girl on an Empty Swing

The only play of the fes-
tival which was not a com-
edy was performed by just 
three young players from 
the Lamlash Junior Drama 
Club.

The play is a spooky af-
fair which centres around 
an empty swing which can 
be seen swinging by itself 
through the French doors of 
a grand house.

It features Janet, played 
by Zara Wilson, her brattish 

daughter Fenelia, excellent-
ly portrayed by Jemma Tot-
ty, and her Aunt Rose played 
by Freya Campbell.

Adjudicator Ronnie Mack-
ie commented on the fact 
that there was a lot of dia-
logue for the three young 
actors, which they handled 
well, building the tension of 
the play to its dramatic cli-
max. It was produced and di-
rected by Mary Young.
We’ll Go No More A’Reivin
Written by James Scotland, 
whose plays were at one 
time a standard on the am-
ateur dramatic circuit, the 
young actors from  Shiskine 
Junior Drama had to get 
their tongues round some 
tricky Scots dialect.

The play is a rousing tale 
set in a room in the Scots 
mansion house which is the 
Tower of Tarrasholm at the 
end of the 16th century.

The cast is made up of four 
girls and four boys who are 
at loggerheads over the way-
ward ways of the men going 
‘a reivin’ – plundering cattle. 
As a result their wives go on 
strike leading to a hilarious 
showdown.

The adjudictator said the 
young cast had coped well 
with the adult theme of the 
play and praised the lavish 
set and the acting, particu-
larly of the older, more expe-
rienced, performers. It was 
produced and directed by 
Sheila Gilmore.

Chips with Vinegar
Harry Glass, who wrote the 
play, is another well-known 
Scots playwright and this, 
one play of a trilogy, is set 
in a Clydeside tenement in 
1938, just before the war.

The main characters were 
well portrayed by Colin 
MacDonald as dad Neil Mc-
Crae, Ryan Wilson, as his 
son Alex, while his daughter 
Maisie was played by Stac-
ey Gordon.

There is much talk of the 
impending war and a bomb-
shell when we learn that the 
family’s other son has joined 
the Navy and is serving on 
board HMS Hood, which 
sank in 1941 with the loss of 
1,418 crew.

Alex has another bomb-
shell when he reveals his 
girlfriend is in the fami-
ly way but, after discussing 
it with his father, asks ‘will 
you tell her’ referring to his 
mum, before heading to the 
pub.

Back up to the main fo-
cus of the play was Nickey 
Summer in the role of vis-
iting aunt Liz Paterson, the 
sister of Neil’s wife Maggie, 
played by Kelly Henbery.

The play ends with Neil 
about to tell his wife the 
pregnancy news, but the au-
dience does not see this de-
livered as the stage falls into 
darkness in a dramatic end-
ing. It was produced and di-
rected by Maureen Smith.

A feast of comedy delights Arran audiences

Commended 
for their cos-
tumes, sisters 
Daisy and Rosy 
McNamara and 
Greta and Tilda 
Litton, impress 
in Home at Last. 
01_B09drama12

Not as frail as 
suspected, 
Bev Scott 
playing 
Betty in Rest 
in Pieces, 
returns from 
instructing 
an aerobics 
class. 
01_B09drama14

Far left: Rachel Brown, Amelia Robertson and Ellie Ewing 
01_B09drama03; centre: Colin MacDonald, Ryan Wilson 
and Stacey Gordon in a scene from Chips with Vinegar 
01_B09drama05; above: homeless pals Deborah Robertson and 
Sheila Gilmore engage in a literary discussion. 01_B09drama10
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The following trophies 
were awarded at the end of 
the three-day drama festi-
val:

 Jean Bannatyne Tro-
phy for best supporting 
youth performance – Dai-
sy McNamara

 Douglas Sillars Tro-
phy for best youth per-
formance – Shannon Gal-
braith

 Mattie Gillies Trophy 
for best supporting perfor-
mance – Andy McNamara

 Monie Kelso Trophy 

for best performance – 
Alan Nicol

 Whiting Bay Club of 
Drama and Music Gold-
en Anniversary Trophy for 
best moment of theatre – 
The Young Ones

 Mary Stewart Orr Tro-
phy for best youth team 
– The Young Ones (Be-
tween a Writer’s Block 
and a Hard Place)

 Millhill Players Tro-
phy for best contrast 
play to winning produc-
tion  –  Lamlash Juniors 

(Girl on a Swing)
 Jane McBride Brown 

Bowl for best WRI team 
= Shiskine SWI (Marigold 
Mews)

 The Archie Kerr 
Wooley Trophy for most 
points gained in the festi-
val –

 Whiting Bay Club of 
Drama & Music (Num-
quam Non Paratus)

 Shannon Galbraith was 
not there to pick up her 
award.

All the trophy winners

Producer David Simpkin with the winning Archie Kerr 
Wooley Trophy. 01_B09winners09

Producer Mary 
Young holds the 
Millhill Players 
Trophy with the 
cast of Girl on 
an Empty Swing 
and adjudicator 
Ronnie Mackie. 

01_B09winners08 

Alan Nicol receives his best performance award. 01_B09winners04;  Producer Jerry Arthur 
receives the trophy for the best SWI entry on behalf of Shiskine SWI. 01_B09winners07

Daisy McNamara receives her award for best supporting 
youth performance from adjudicator Ronnie Mackie. 
01_B09winners02

Andy McNamara receives the award for best supporting 
performance. 01_B09winners03

Writer Rory Morrison picks up the award for best moment 
of theatre. 01_B09winners05
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Every day
Octopus Centre  Old Pavilion, Lamlash, Centre Open 7 days, 11am - 3pm
Octopus Centre - Tennis Old Pavilion, Lamlash Open 7 days, any time
Brodick Mini Golf  Open 7days, 9am - 5pm ish, ALL weather                    
Brodick Castle, garden only Open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm 
Public Swimming Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 4pm (last entry 3pm) 
 & 6pm - 8pm (last entry 7pm)
Swimming Lessons Auchrannie Hotel Pool, Brodick, Monday - Thursday, 4pm - 6pm
Arran Brewery Open - Mon, Friday & Saturday, 10am - 5pm               
 Tuesday - Thursday, 11am - 4pm. Tours daily at 2pm  

Saturday  2nd March
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Clothes Sale, in aid of Tanzania Arran High School, 11am - 1pm
Winter Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live Music - Nicola Evans Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Dopesick Fly, lyrically explosive, musically diverse, Funk Rock Hybrid The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over 21s’ Disco Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm

Sunday 3rd March
Live Music - Nicola Evans Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm - 4pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm 
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live Music - Dopesick Fly The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Folk Music Session Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
 

Monday 4th March
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
JogScotland mixed ability running group Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult Tennis Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm 
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, All welcome Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
 Live Music - Tim Pomeroy Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do, Adults and over 10s Brodick Church Hall, 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday  5th March
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am – 10.30am 
Healthy Outdoors Team Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10am - 3pm
Winter Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers - Jog Scotland Beginners Group Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak Night - 2 Ribeye Steaks & bottle of wine  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Arran Hockey Club - Juniors (5 -14yrs) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Flow Yoga Corrie Hall, 6pm
Netball Arran High School Gym, 7pm -8pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Eco Savvy Food Share Whiting Bay Eco Savvy Hub Shop, 9pm
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional Music Sessions Brodick Bar, 9pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Wednesday 6th March
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am -1pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12 noon
Knit and Blether Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 10.30am -12.30pm 
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Chair Yoga Exercise Class St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Archives and Genealogy Service Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dog Classes Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Parkinson’s Support group Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Arran Pace Makers Running Group Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow Yoga Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Saltire Society - Talk with David Page of Page and Park Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm
Live Music - Fatman & the Angel Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm, Advanced Juniors & Adults, AHS, 7.30pm -8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash SWI Lamlash Fire Station, 7.30pm
Save the Children - Cheese and Wine Buffet Brodick Golf Club, 8pm
World’s Biggest Pub Quiz fundraiser for prostate Cancer The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock ’n’ Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 7th March
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair Yoga Exercise Class Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club - Burns Recitations W/Bay School Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Steak Night - 2 Steak dinners and a bottle of wine Drift Inn, Lamlash, 5pm -9pm 
Body Blitz (booking essential)  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6.15pm – 7.15pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, All welcome Little Rock, Brodick, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Badmington, All welcome Shiskine Hall, 7pm
Arran Hockey Club - Seniors (12 yrs +) Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm  
Arran Soul Choir Community Theatre, Arran High School, 7pm - 9pm            
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm 
Eco Savvy Food Share Brodick Ormidale Pavilion, 8.15pm
Eco Savvy Food Share Kilmory Hall, 8.30pm                                                  
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 8th March
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.30am - 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa, 5.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live Music - Shindig Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday Night Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm

Saturday  9th March
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Young Naturalists’ Club - Feather & Fur Rangers’ Centre, Brodick Castle, 10.30am
Winter Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Gym Induction Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 2.30pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
MacKenzie Memorial Mixed Doubles Darts Competition Kilmory Hall, 7.30pm for 8pm  
Live Music - Joni Keen Duo Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Restart - 4 piece mod revival /Britpop guitar band playing covers The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over 21s’ Disco Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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New light has been cast 
on the old postcard print-
ed in the Banner of  ‘young 
golden eagles in their eyrie 
in Glen Catacol, Lochran-
za’ last month.

Arran’s bird recorder 
Jim Cassels had asked for 
any information about the 
composite postcard, with 
two images, which came 
from a time before it was 
felt necessary to have a li-
cence to be at a golden ea-
gle’s nest.

Now avid postcard col-
lector Stuart Gough has 
come up with some of the 
answers. He has his own 
copy of the postcard which 
is part of the Steen’s Se-
ries of Real Photo Cards, 
which shows at least two 
men and a woman at their 
eyrie holding the young ea-
gles.

He also has a postcard 
showing Steen’s shop 
which was on the fore-
shore in Lochranza near 

the Lochranza Hotel, but is 
long gone.

Steen’s was one of sev-
eral local shops on Ar-
ran which in the 1920s 
and 1930s took or com-
missioned photographs 
of the island to be turned 
into postcards each with 
their own imprint. Steen’s, 
which produced at least 56 
numbered postcards, and 
perhaps many more, cov-

ered the north and west of 
the island from Lochranza 
to Imachar.

Stuart has a number of 
their postcards, but also 
has a number of gaps, but 
knows nothing about the 
Steen family or the shop. 
‘Perhaps there are some 
older residents of Lochran-
za who can shed light on 
the Steen’s,’ he said.

Stuart’s copy of the eagle 

photo, which surprisingly is 
not numbered, has an inter-
esting message on the back, 
part of which reads: ‘What 
do you think of the birds 
we have in Arran? The nest 
was found in Catacol Glen 
by Donald Brown and some 
visitors who were staying 
in their house. Everyone 
was trying to get a photo of 
the young eagles, but this 
was the best one.’

Light shed on old postcard

Right, the postcard of the young golden eagles in their eyrie which started the mystery; 
and above, Steen’s shop, far left, with Orinbeg, Woodside and Tigh-Na-Mara, now the 
Lochranza Hotel, pictured. 
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United Auctions in Stirling had for-
ward 1,489 store cattle, 204 cast 
cows and 1,380 store and feeding 
sheep at its sale on Wednesday Feb-
ruary 20.

Leading prices were: LimX blks 
£1,100, 221p from Craigveiw; 
LimX hfrs, £950, 205p from Craig-

view; in-calf cows £950, from 
Craigview; cast cows £845, 119p 
from Altgolath, £735, 115p from 
Craigview.

Easycare hgrs £70, from Braehead; 
Chev hgts £64.50, from Glenkiln, 
£56 Brandon. SuffX hgts £55, from 
Brandon; £54.50, from Broomfi eld; 

BF hgts £54.50, from Glenkiln; 
TexX ewes £79, from Bellevue, 
£49.50, from Bridge; Mule ewes 
£55.50, from Bellevue, £54, from 
Bloomfi eld; Chev ewes £51, from 
Cosyden; Easycare ewes £50, from 
Braehead; Tups £55, from Brandon, 
£49.50, from Dougarie. 

MARKET PRICES

A former president of the 
Arran Society of Glasgow, 
Captain Tom Kelso, has 
died at the age of 88.

Though not a native of 
the island, he had strong 
family links with Cor-
rie and Sannox stretching 
back many generations.

Tom was the only child of 
well-known couple Eben-
ezer and Daisy Kelso.

He spent much of his 
childhood and early teen-
age years in Corrie, part 
of that period as a war-
time evacuee from Jordan-
hill, Glasgow. He attended 
Corrie School for a time, 
where he was ‘knocked 
into shape’ by the appar-
ently omnipotent Miss 
Gracie.

His fascination for the sea 
and ships paved the way 
for a distinguished profes-
sion in the merchant navy. 
His fi rst big step came in 
1947, when he was inden-
tured as a cadet with the 
British India Steam Nav-
igation Company in Lon-
don.

Just short of his 17th 
birthday, he suddenly 
found himself on board the 
MS Dwarka, inching out of 
the Victoria Dock, bound 
for Bombay. He spent the 
next three years learning 
maritime skills while ply-

ing the Indian Ocean and 
Persian Gulf on Dwarka, 
and then other BI vessels 
such as SS Amra, SS Tal-
ma and SS Chantala.

The day after his 19th 
birthday, Tom was award-
ed his third mate’s ticket. 
Following a series of voy-
ages on Chantala, he was 
positioned to the SS Ken-
ya, which was to become 
his favourite fl oating home 
from home.

Kenya was on the regu-
lar London to Durban via 
Suez route, carrying pas-
sengers and cargo on the 
two-month round trip, with 
as many as 15 stops on the 
way. He had a spell back 
on the Indian coastal ser-
vices before being pro-

moted to second offi cer on 
Chantala. It was not long 
before he was further el-
evated to fi rst offi cer and 
then chief offi cer with the 
Kenya.

His next leap up the lad-
der was in 1967 when he 
became staff captain on 
the SS Nevasa, one of the 
BI’s famous school cruise 
ships. With the swallow-
ing up of BI by the P&O 
line, he was transferred to 
become master on vari-
ous cargo ships. The ship-
ping industry began to hit 
rough waters and Tom saw 
out the rest of his working 
days with the Maersk Line.

Tom had joined the Ar-
ran Society of Glasgow in 
1954 and during his retire-

ment he was appointed as 
a director. This led to him 
serving a fi ve-year stint as 
president from 1989, after 
which he remained as a life 
member.

Recently, asked to nom-
inate his favourite among 
all the locations he had vis-
ited throughout the world, 
he unequivocally replied, 
‘Arran – and Corrie in par-
ticular’.

In his later years, he re-
mained in close touch 
with his lifelong chum Ian 
Moles, still resident in Cor-
rie. Captain Kelso, who 
latterly lived in Troon, died 
on February 18 in the Big-
gart Hospital, Prestwick, 
following a short illness.

He is survived by son 
David (Sannox), along 
with daughters Valerie (St 
Boswells, Scottish Bor-
ders) and Janice (Glas-
gow), in addition to grand-
children Roddy, Duncan, 
Katie and Jack – plus 
great-granddaughter Dar-
cie.

The funeral service was 
held at Holmsford Bridge 
Crematorium on Thurs-
day past. Tom’s wish was 
for his ashes to be scat-
tered into the North San-
nox Burn, just upstream of 
the old stone bridge on the 
Bouguille.

Former sea 
captain, Tom 
Kelso.

A man of the sea
Tom Kelso – September 9, 1930 to February 18, 2019
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Planning persistence
Going through the red tape of planning 
and building warrants is onerous enough 
but when apparently insurmountable prob-
lems arise it requires great tenacity to go 
further and appeal to the Scottish Offi ce. 

Yet that is what a potential home owner, 
who wants to build in Silverhills, Whiting 
Bay, has had to go through. 

The bizarre situation saw Ian Edwards 
being refused planning permission owing 
to a condition that he makes a roadway to 
the house. 

Yet this was impossible because a neigh-
bour’s wall extended into the centre of the 
space where the road was to be construct-
ed. It was recognised that the wall was 
in breach of planning but the authorities 
were time barred from taking any action. 

Thus Mr Edwards, through no fault of 
his own, was unable to build on his prop-
erty and the council unable to enforce the 
rules to correct the situation. A lengthy 
and frustrating stalemate meant that nei-
ther side could progress. 

Thankfully the story has a happy end-
ing as a Scottish Offi ce reporter has now 
visited the site, decided that the road con-
dition is incompetent, and stated  that he 
supports Mr Edwards’ appeal to get per-
mission to build his house.

Homework help
For a few weeks now there have been 
three successful study or homework clubs 
running on the island for high school pu-
pils to go along to, for help with home-
work, a place to study and meet with their 
friends. 

The three groups meet in Lamlash, Cor-
rie and Shiskine.The teachers who run the 
clubs point out that there is not a repre-
sentative for each subject but that most 
questions can be answered and positive 
peer support has helped with anything 
which has been beyond the teacher pres-
ent. 

The idea of the clubs is to work for half 
the evening and then to socialise, listen to 
music, play games and relax. 

So far the groups have been reasona-
bly mixed with standard grade and high-
er pupils but it is proving very popular and 
gives Arran’s youth something construc-
tive to do.

Kicking o�  this year’s drama festival are participants from Whiting Bay who joined 
Shiskine Junior Drama Club in presenting the � rst two plays of the festival. 

Winner of the Young Musician of the Year, Mhairi Holmer, second left, with Miriam 
Gough, who had been runner up in the Arran heats, and schoolteacher Sue Smith and on 
the right, music teacher Anne Lee who is holding the trophy. 

Holly and Vicky Tulika spent Saturday morning helping their grandmother, Vera Kirk 
from Corriegills, with cleaning and polishing items in preparation for the summer 
reopening of the Arran Heritage Museum.

At the � rst 
meeting 
of the new 
tourist board 
committee 
Ronnie Mann 
was elected 
chairman and 
will represent 
Arran at the 
Ayrshire and 
Arran Tourist 
Board. 
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Kerr Robertson, Arran’s head forester since 
1985, is set to retire next month. The man 
who will take on the post, Andy Walker 
from Mo� at, will be moving to Arran 
shortly and has already been working with 
Kerr. 



CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to 
the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the 
delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax 
or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice 
the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In 
the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an 
advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court 
or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total 
or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of 
publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any 
error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid 
to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the 
result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of 
the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable 
on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and 
to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has 
been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Private sales 
free listings for items under £50
Household
NORFROST CHEST 
FREEZER. Working 
condition. Free to uplift. Tel 
600 620

Car Parts
5 PIRELLI 175/70 R13 
MUD AND SNOW TYRES
As new.  Excellent tread.  
£50 total Tel. 07545 004042

ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 2 March, 2019 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 19Advertising 

AGM
Arran Golf Pass
Tuesday 12th March

7pm
Brodick Golf Club

All welcome

CHEVROLET AVEO (2011) 1.1 HATCHBACK
Black with black 
interior. 74k miles. Just 
had MOT and Service. 
Manual, cruise control, 
digital dash. 4 doors, 
black alloys. Perfect 
runabout or � rst car. 
Located in Brodick, 
Arran

£2,500
Tel: 07703 206237 (Graham)

FREEGO MARTIN SPORT ELECTRIC BIKE
(E - Bike) Dark Grey Hybrid, 
on-o�  road. Bafung (Hi 80
Nm Torque) Crank Motor.
Lithium-ion 36v 11.6Ah 
battery. Up to 65 mile 
range with pedal assist. 20” 
hand-madeAluminium frame. 
Suntour, front fork hydraulic 
suspension. Shimano Alvio 
gears. Tektro hydraulic disc 
brakes. In “as new’ showroom 
condition

£1,500Call 700 405

CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2019 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER

THURSDAY 21st MARCH 2019
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT:
www.scottishruralawards.org/buy-tickets-for-2019

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

20192019

SCOTTISH FIELD

Ruth and Tom Cotton would like to thank neighbours 
and friends for all their support after Tom’s accident 

and subsequent complete hip replacement operation. 

Very special thanks must go to the Dobson family 
whose support to Ruth was invaluable. 

Also thanks to George and Jean Boal for their 
concern and offers of help from their family and 

thank you Jean for the delicious shortbread.



We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app
Download our app for 
free at hijobs.co.uk/app

We’ve made it even 
easier to fi nd your 

next job in the 
perfect location.

RECRUITMENT
TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT IN THE ARRAN BANNER:
TELEPHONE: 01770 302142
Lines open: Mon to Fri 9am- 5pm

FAX: 01770 
302021

E-MAIL: adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Please remember to give your name,
address, postcode and phone number. Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2019 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER

THURSDAY 21st MARCH 2019
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT:
www.scottishruralawards.org/buy-tickets-for-2019

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

Please submit CV to 
secretary@brodickgolf.com

Brodick Golf Club

Now Hiring 

Green Keeper Apprentice

* Additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.
To see all the images from our 2019 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.

£5.95
including

P&P*

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars.

£3.95
including

P&P*

FROM

1/2 PRICE SALE Scottish Calendars 2019

Job Opportunities with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

Proud to be              Overall Council of the Year 2017         

Cleaner | NAY04578 
25 hrs per week | £9.00 per hour 
Montrose House, Isle of Arran

Closing Date 5th March 2019
For further details and to apply visit 

www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

PART-TIME SHOP ASSISTANT / SEAMSTRESS.
Seasonal position. Min. of 2 days, up to full time hrs 

to cover holidays/ sickness/ busy periods.

Applicants should be good with customers, friendly, 
cheerful, self-motivated and preferably have good 

sewing skills. Training will be provided.

Contact Elizabeth Bell at bellsofarran@gmail.com or 
call in to the shop for application form.

Cafe Rosaburn
A full time, seasonal position 

is available
for front of house 
and/or kitchen.

For more information or to apply 
please contact Judith on:
juditheross@hotmail.com

07881404267
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Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday February 24, 

Sweep. A beautiful morn-
ing for golf saw 11 take 
part in what has become 
a traditional Whiting Bay 
format for a winter Sun-
day morning, a Yellow 
Texas Medalfordsome. It 
is very fl exible. No-one 
knows what’s going on 
so the only thing to do is 
play the best you can, putt 
everything out and some-
one will tell you how to 
mark the scores at the end. 
We all had a great time 
and scoring was general-
ly good, but Stan Rainey 
had the winning score of 
41 Medalfordsome points.

1 Stan Rainey 11, 41pts, 
2 David Blair 15, 40pts, 3 
John Pennycott 15, 38pts. 
Magic twos, Stan Rainey 
at fourth, Gus Macleod at 

11th. There was no CSS 
applicable.

Fixture: Sunday March 
3, AGA Winter League v 
Brodick at Lamlash.
Brodick Golf Club

Wednesday February 20, 
Wednesday Cup. A total 
of six played in a 12-hole 
stableford with a tied out-
come between D Rudge 
and D Robertson on 24pts. 
They could not be separat-
ed on countback.

Sunday February 24, 
Winter Cup Stableford, 
NC. 1 Fred Galbraith 19, 
40pts, 2 Douglas Robert-
son 19, 38pts ACB, 3 Bri-
an Smith 13, 38pts.

Fixture: Sunday March 
3, Sweep, 9am and noon.
Corrie Golf Club

Monday February 26, 
Winter Cup. 1 R I McMil-
lan 71-15=56, 2 L Hart-
ley 71-12=59. Great score 
from ‘Young Bung’ whose 
handicap will be great-
ly altered. Magic twos, A 
Napier and A Smith, who 
also shared best scratch of 
66.

Fixtures:  Saturday 
March 2, 18-hole sweep, 

ballots at 9am and 1.30pm. 
Monday March 4, Winter 
Cup, ballot at noon.
Lamlash Golf Club

Thursday February 21, 
Yellow Medal. 1 John 
O’Sullivan 89-24=65.

Sunday February 24, 
Winter Stableford. 1 Ian 
Bremner 35pts, 2 Iain 
Murchie 34pts. Scratch, 
Iain Murchie 29pts. Magic 
twos, Iain Murchie @5th 
and 7th.

Fixtures: Sunday March 
3, AGA Winter League 
fi nal, 10am at Lamlash. 
Shotgun start. Whiting 
Bay v Brodick, 1,2,3,4, 
Lamlash V Machrie, 
8,9,10,11, Shiskine v Cor-
rie, 14,15,16,17. Thursday 
March 7, Yellow Medal, 
11am.
Lochranza Castle Golf Club

Fixture: Saturday March 
23, Winter Series fi nal 
match v Shiskine Golf 
Club. A good turnout is re-
quested as we shall also 
be playing for the Alistair 
MacVicar Memorial Tro-
phy in memory of one of 
the great supporters of the 
club during the 70s and 

80s and who is still sadly 
missed. Ballot at 1.30pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday February 26, 

Winter Cup, 1 Phil Betley 
62pts, 2 Alistair MacDon-
ald 63pts, 3 Kema Genda 
65pts.

Fixtures: Saturday 
March 2, Lochranza Hotel 
Cup, tee off noon, Tues-
day March 5, Winter Cup, 
tee off noon.
Arran Ladies Golf Union

Saturday February 16, 
Machrie Drumadoon. At 
last, after two cancella-
tions, because of rain and 
storm damage on the ninth 
Green, the Machrie Dru-
madoon was played in fair 
weather. A total of 12 La-
dies played.  1 Kema Gen-
da 13, 69, 2 Liz Kerr 16, 
72.  Scratch, Ann May 80.

Thanks to David Jeffries 
for all his hard work on the 
course and to Machrie Bay 
Golf Club for the courte-
sy of the course, and thank 
you to the Machrie la-
dies for the very welcome 
soup.

CHURCH NOTICES 
ARRAN CHURCHES 
TOGETHER
Taize Praise 
� ursday 7th March
5.30pm Holy Cross Church, 
Brodick
ALL WELCOME
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 
together
Minister: Rev Angus 
Adamson, Parish Assistant: 
Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 
following times to which all 
are invited. 
Sunday 3rd March 2019 
Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches together, 10.15am.
Morning Worship at 
Lochranza
Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship
Brodick Church, 10.30am   
Morning Worship, including 
an informal Communion.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 
Morning Worship
� ere will also be a Service 
of Worship in Montrose 
House at 1.30pm.
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 3rd March
Holy Communion – 11 am.
Richard Trewby
Ash Wednesday 6th March
Holy Communion – 11 am.
Co� ee a� er service
ALL WELCOME
ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
(continuing)
Sunday 3rd March 2019  
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with 
Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 3rd March 2019 
Mrs Sharon MacLeod
Kilmory - 10 am, Lamlash - 
11.30 am. 
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 
Number: SC014005
Sunday 3rd March 2019 
Worship will be conducted 
by the minister, Rev 
Elizabeth Watson, at 
10.30am. Tea and co� ee will 
be served in the transept 
a� er the service. All most 
welcome. � ere will be a 
service in Cooriedoon at 
2.30pm to which all friends 
are warmly invited.
RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 3rd March 2019 
Sunday Worship @ 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Le�  of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820 223 
Everyone Warmly Invited
ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 3rd March 2019 
Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and co� ee a� er the 
service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.
Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited
ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 3rd March 2019 
Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg
HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH
Sunday 3rd March 2019 
Sunday Mass 11am

DEATHS
POLLOCK, David - ArCaS 
is sad to announce the 
death of David Pollock, one 
of our drivers since 1995. 
Many people on Arran 
have bene� tted from his 
kindness whilst taking them 
to hospital appointments and 
he will be missed.

The wheels are in motion 
and the date has been set 
for the third festival of cy-
cling known as Grindu-
ro which is making a wel-
come return to Arran this 
summer.

Taking place over the 
weekend beginning Satur-
day July 13, Grinduro is a 
celebration of cycling with 
as much emphasis on the 
enjoyment of the event as 
the riding. With good food, 
an impressive display of 
art and handmade bikes, 
live music, free camping 
and a festival atmosphere 
on offer, Grinduro differs 
from other cycling events.

Limited to 400 riders, 
Grinduro only has four 
timed events. The remain-
der of the rides are for the 
sheer enjoyment of cy-
cling, along with taking in 
the stunning views and cy-
cling routes Arran has to 
offer.

Camping is provided free 
of charge for entrants and 
a Grinduro village is set up 

Date set for Grinduro 
cycling festival 2019

at Lamlash High School 
which is transformed into 
a base camp from where 
most of the action takes 
place.

At roughly 45 miles long, 
the bulk of the routes are 
along forestry roads and 
fi re roads and other road 
users face a minimum of 
inconvenience because of 
this, as do neighbours and 
occupants of houses sur-
rounding the village ow-
ing to strict rules regard-
ing beer tent opening times 
and noise levels during the 
evenings.

While the date for 
the event has been an-
nounced, the date for reg-
istrations is yet to be fi nal-
ised, along with the actual 
routes which are only an-
nounced two weeks before 
the event. Cycling events 
are open to entrants only, 
however, many of the ex-
hibitions and displays can 
be visited by the public.

Further details for regis-
tration, confi rmed events 

and performing artists and 
exhibitors, will be made 
nearer the time.

Last year the race was tel-

evised by the BBC and lat-
er shown in an hour-long 
edition of The Adventure 
Show in November.

An aerial shot from the TV Adventure Show coverage 
shows Grinduro cyclists sweeping through Lamlash. 

Participants set o�  on a ride at last year’s Grinduro event. 
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Arran travelled to St Mat-
thew’s Academy in Salt-
coats to try and continue 
their unbeaten run in the 
League Cup group A sec-
tion.

A tricky test awaited 
them against a strong Ir-
vine Celtic team, with both 
teams taking points in pre-
vious meetings this season.

Arran were without four 
infl uential defenders from 
their starting line up. 

Electricity
Sam Tattersfi eld was 

on call to ensure the is-
land was provided with 
the kind of electricity Ar-
ran were hoping for, and 
which thankfully was pro-
vided by Donald Park and 
Grant Adamson on the 
wings, Fraser Gilbert was 
still sidelined, Christopher 
‘Babbies’ MacNeil was 
away on a romantic week-
end, and Martin Hynes was 
injured in the warm up.

Full of optimism Ar-
ran started the game with 
a more familiar 4-4-2 sys-
tem, which saw the boys 
come into the game full 
of confi dence and playing 
some great football. 

After missing a few good 
chances, the opener came 
for Arran from an Irvine 
head, as a superb Willie 
Sillars free kick was head-
ed into his own net by the 
Irvine centre half. Arran 
kept dominating the game 
and their second came soon 
after from a great strike at 

the edge of the box from 
Donald Park, crashing in 
off the underside of the 
crossbar and leaving the Ir-
vine goalkeeper stunned.

Before half time the game 
was getting a bit scrappy 
as the referee was pulling 

players up for what they 
believed were minor in-
fractions. Arran kept their 
composure, however, and 
didn’t let this affect their 
game, which the boys de-
served great credit for. Be-
fore the fi rst half came 

to a close Irvine’s striker 
pulled his hamstring and 
could not continue. With 
no available substitutes Ir-
vine had to play on with 10 
men for the entirety of the 
second half.

As the second half start-

ed it was clear that the Ar-
ran boys had not. Although 
Joel Small was holding the 
ball in well, upfront the 
gaps between midfi eld and 
attack were getting larg-
er and Arran were begin-
ning to lose possession far 
too easily. Irvine snatched 
a goal back out of noth-
ing and suddenly the Arran 
boys needed to get them-
selves going again as the 
game had become incred-
ibly fl at.

An uncharacteristic mis-
take from Stephen Judge 
saw Irvine bring the game 
back to 2-2 as a corner 
slipped through his hands 
and was scrambled home 
by an Irvine CSC player.

This was the wake-up call 

that Arran needed, and they 
suddenly burst into life. 

A great pass from Nicky 
Emsley saw Archie Mc-
Nicol breakthrough on the 
goalkeeper, however, his 
shot was saved. From the 
resulting corner an Arran 
head powered the ball past 
the Irvine CSC goalkeeper 
but the actual goal scorer 
of the third goal is unclear 
and can be best described 
as a combined effort be-
tween Matthew Dobson 
and James Todd.

The game fi nished 3-2 to 
Arran, continuing their un-
beaten run in the League 
Cup to three games, sitting 
on top of the group on goal 
difference.

A team spokesman said: 
‘All the boys would like to 
wish the gaffer Willie Sil-
lars and his better half, Jen-
na Campbell, all the best 
for their wedding day to-
day (Saturday). We would 
also like to thank Jenna for 
her understanding on re-
leasing Willie the next day 
for football duties with the 
lads.’

The next league cup fi x-
ture is tomorrow (Sunday) 
against The Hip Flask AFC 
at St Mathew’s Academy, 
Saltcoats with a noon kick 
off.

Arran are up for the 
cup with three wins
Irvine No1 CSC 2
Arran AFC 3

League Cup group A

Matthew Dobson and James Todd both contributed to Arran’s third goal with the actual goal scorer unclear; Donald 
Park makes a powerful shot into the top left corner of the goal. 

Players from both 
sides leap into the air 
to head the ball. 

An Arran player contorts 
himself to pass on 
possession of the ball.

Arran players look dejected as Irvine manage to get a surprise goal past the keeper. 
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Continued from page 24
blocking and redirecting 
attacking shots from the 
opposition.  Elyse made an 
excellent goal line clear-
ance on a ball that had 
come behind the keeper, 
but the Hillhead forwards 
returned time and again 
and eventually picked up 
their second and third goals 
late in the second half.  

With the scores tied at 
three all both teams gave 
it their all to try and break 
the deadlock, but both 
goalkeepers were fabulous 
at sending goal shots back 
into the fi eld of play, leav-
ing the end whistle declar-
ing a draw.

The teams retired to the 
Ormidale Hotel, where 
Tommy Gilmore and his 
staff were waiting with 
a lovely after-match tea 
prepared by chef Andy 
Bell and Lindsey in the 
kitchen.  Ali McKie was 

voted dame of the game by 
the Hillhead ladies for her 
outstanding goalkeeping 
skills during the match.

Thanks went to Paul-
ine Reid for being there to 

umpire and to all the sup-
porters who came along to 
cheer the team on from the 
sidelines. It really helps the 
girls give their all hearing 
all the calls of encourage-

ment.
The Arran Ladies are due 

to play  GHK Ladies 4s in 
Glasgow today (Saturday), 
weather permitting. 

The game will be at Glas-

gow High School Old An-
niesland pitches with a 
push back time of 12.30pm.  

All supporters would be 
very much appreciated and 
warmly welcome.

Hat-trick for Judith as Arran settle for a point

Above, Ali McKie makes an important stop in the Arran goal as the home side defend in numbers. 01_B09hockey04; Elyse 
Aitken takes up defensive duties. 01_B09hockey01

Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Shiskine greenkeeper 
Glen Mlotek has been se-
lected as one of the volun-
teer support team mem-
bers who will be heading 
to Northern Ireland for 
The British Open being 
held this year at Royal 
Portrush Golf Club.

The prestigious Open 
Championship, now in its 
148th year, will take place 
from Thursday July 18 
to Sunday July 21 and it 
will be the fi rst time since 
1951 that the competi-
tion takes place on Irish 
shores.

Selected as part of the 
British and Internation-
al Golf Greenkeepers As-
sociation (BIGGA), Glen 
will be able to see all of 
the action from close-
up while maintaining the 
bunkers for the duration 
of the tournament.

Each year The Royal & 
Ancient Golf Club of St 

Andrews, which organis-
es the Open, receives help 
from BIGGA members 
which has allowed them 
to be on hand to witness 
some of the Open’s great-

est moments, including 
Francesco Molinari’s in-
credible bogey-free fi nal 
round that brought Italy 
its fi rst major champion-
ship in 2018.

Glen said: ‘Being part 
of the BIGGA support 
team involves helping to 
prepare the course each 
morning for play. 

‘Each game has a bun-
ker raker so I’ll be so 
close to the actual play. I 
feel this will be an amaz-
ing experience to be in-
volved in the Open.

‘I am extremely grate-
ful to Shiskine Golf Club 
for taking me on and for 
helping to make this pos-
sible. I am looking for-
ward to it.’

BIGGA chief executive 
offi cer Jim Croxton said: 
‘Excitement is build-
ing for The Open at Roy-
al Portrush and having 

spoken to course manag-
er Graeme Beatt, I know 
he’s looking forward to 
welcoming the BIGGA 
members to the course for 
the duration of the event.

‘Royal Portrush is go-
ing to be a stern challenge 
for the world’s best golf-
ers and I’m delighted that 
BIGGA members have 
played such a vital role 
in preparing the course. 
Graeme and his team 
have been working hard 
for a number of years to 
ensure the Dunluce is in 
world-class condition, 
with a lot of restructuring 
and course improvement 
taking place. The pressure 
to perform will never be 
higher, but they’re a fan-
tastic example of what a 
talented, passionate team 
can achieve.

‘The Open is a long 
week and everyone works 
extremely hard, but the 
rewards are incredible. 
Everyone at BIGGA is 
looking forward to giving 

our all to make sure the 
148th Open is a tremen-
dous success.’

The Dunluce Links at 
Royal Portrush is famous 
for having the world’s 
largest and tallest bunker 
in the world, known as 
Big Nellie, the giant sand 
trap measures a massive 
25 feet high.

The BIGGA volunteers 
will be provided with ac-
commodation, food, re-
freshments and uniform 
for the event, and they 
may also be called upon 
to assist course manag-
er Graeme Beatt and his 
team with early morn-
ing preparation work and 
divoting duties.

With early tee times and 
golf being played until 
nightfall, the week is in-
tense and physically de-
manding. But it is also a 
great opportunity to get 
an insider perspective on 
the game and attend one 
of golf’s most prestigious 
events.

Glen heading for British 
Open at Royal Portrush

Shiskine greenkeeper 
Glen Mlotek will be 
working at the Open 
Championship at Royal 
Portrush Golf Club this 
year. 01_B09glen01

Next week sees Spot � e 
Ball return to the Arran 
Banner. 

We listened to our readers 
who asked us why the Ban-
ner didn’t carry Spot � e 
Ball like our other newspa-
pers. Well it will now.

From next week we join 
forces with our readers of 
the Campbeltown Courier, 
Argyllshire Advertiser and 
Oban times and give one 
lucky reader a chance to 
win more than £2,000.

As a bit of added fun, we 
have opted to go for spot 
� e SHINTY Ball over the 
more  traditional football 
option.

All the rules and regula-
tions will be in next week’s 
paper, so don’t miss out on 
a chance to win more than 
£2,000 –  get the Arran 
Banner next week.

Spot 
the Ball 
is back!



The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of 
Circulations (ABC Ltd), www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation 
for the 52 issues between 31December 2016 and 31 December 2017 for 
combined print and digital editions was 2,930. 

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran. Tel: 01770 302142, Fax: 01770 302021, 
Email: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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Open at Royal Portrush
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Arran Ladies 3
Hillhead Ladies 4s 3

Arran Ladies Hockey team 
played host to the Hillhead 
Ladies 4s on Sunday with 
a full team plus a couple of 
substitutes to help keep the 
energy high.

Returning to the Ormi-
dale astroturf pitch to play 
their fi rst home game since 
November last year, cap-
tain Lorraine Hewie won 
the toss and chose the push 
back over direction, want-
ing to start strongly from 
the off.  With Judith Ross 
on her right wing, young 
player Isla McKelvie was 
sharing match time with 
Hannah McCartney on the 
left wing.  This was anoth-
er game experience oppor-
tunity for Isla, who knew 
she had a lot of support 
around her.

Susie Murchie and Mia 
Walker took up their po-
sitions on the mid-fi eld 
wings, with the versatile 
Jenny Stark covering the 
vast area of the centre-mid 
player – the whole cen-
tral column of the hockey 
pitch.  A strong and experi-
enced defensive line were 
going to make it as hard as 
possible to get the ball near 
goalkeeper Ali McKie.

Once Lorraine heard the 
fi rst whistle she was off 
up the pitch with the ball, 
passing to Judith to sprint 
past the defenders and 

press into the ‘D’.  The ball 
rebounded out and Hill-
head were very quick to 
send it back into mid-fi eld 
where their young team-
mates were waiting to 
show off their excellent in-
ter-passing play and stick 
skills that were so obvious-
ly practised time and time 
again in training.

Strong blocking skills 
from Elyse Aitken at left 
back stopped any charge 
from the Hillhead right 

fi eld players, and anyone 
trying to come down left 
fi eld soon saw how in-
credibly strong and ac-
curate Helen Thomson’s 
rockets shots were, as they 
often whizzed past the 
mid-fi elders and into the 
visitors’ defensive quar-
ter.  Young Megan McCa-
rtney as centre back, also 
enjoying some more game 
experience, demonstrated 
the skills she had learned 
in the junior hockey club, 

by collecting balls, darting 
round opponents and get-
ting the ball to her team-
mates.

With two evenly matched 
and very determined sides, 
the ball fl ew up and down 
the pitch until Jenny was 
able to break through the 
Hillhead defence and made 
a super pass to Judith run-
ning in on the right.  Con-
tinuing to press forward 
and with a fl uid single 
strike, Judith fi red the ball 

into the back of the net 12 
minutes into the game.

Knowing how quickly 
Hillhead could respond, 
Arran did not relax their 
concentration and anoth-
er opportunity was creat-
ed 10 minutes later, when 
Lorraine ran a sweeping 
line from mid-fi eld to the 
‘D’ where she was met by 
a solid wall of defenders. 
With a quick change of di-
rection she saw a path for a 
well-placed ball for Judith 

to collect.  Aware of her 
target, Judith once again 
took another shot at goal 
that the keeper was unable 
to stop, taking the score to  
two-nil where it stayed un-
til the half time whistle.

Coming out quickly af-
ter the half time break, the 
Hillhead forwards were re-
warded with an early short 
corner for a foul in the Ar-
ran ‘D’ and executed a 
well-practised, superb set 
piece which found the net, 
bringing them satisfaction 
for all the hours of training 
they had put into it.  Nev-
er ones to give up, the Ar-
ran Ladies came back with 
a strong attacking press 
and young Isla McKelv-
ie prised the ball from her 
opponent and ran down 
the left wing into the ‘D’.  
A fabulous pass to Judith 
saw her use this cracking 
goal-making pass to fi nd 
the back of the net once 
again with a lovely strike 
into the left corner, giving 
Judith her hat-trick.

Hillhead returned pres-
sure with a heavily manned 
attacking line into the Ar-
ran defence to be met with 
Cat Galbraith, returning 
as sweeper, who cleared 
many a running challenge 
on the goal.  Ellie Wood 
had moved up into centre 
back and was rarely seen 
off the ball in the last 20 
minutes of the game, 
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Hat-trick for Judith as 
Arran settle for a point

Susie Murchie attempts to thwart a Hillhead attack. 01_B09hockey02


