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Massive search goes on 
for missing Stewart
A massive search operation 
was continuing for a vul-
nerable man who is missing 
from his home on Arran, as 
we went to press.

More than 60 searchers a 
day have been out combing 
a huge forest area of some 
50sq km since last Sunday, 
assisted by air and sea sup-
port, trying to locate Stew-
art Leask.

The 70-year-old, from 
Milngavie, was last seen 
by his wife at their holi-
day home in Whiting Bay 
around 3.45pm on Sunday 
February 3.

Stewart was heading 
out for a walk towards 
Glenashdale Falls with his 
German Shepherd dog Cor-

Continued on page two

rie where they regularly 
walk. On Monday police 
confi rmed that the dog was 
found on a bridge near the 
Dyemill car park in Lam-
lash and is safe and well.

Mr Leask is described 
as white, 5ft 7in in height 
and of medium build with 
short grey hair, short beard 
and moustache.  He wears 
glasses and when he was 
last seen he was wearing 
a large red waterproof par-
ka jacket, blue jeans, stur-
dy walking boots, beige 
gloves and a grey trapper 
style hat with ear fl aps.

He was last seen on Sun-
day afternoon by a wom-
an on her horse on the for-
est road above Glenashdale 
Falls and police are keen 
to fi nd his hat, gloves or 
any other item of clothing. 

The police also revealed 
that Corrie’s dog collar was 
missing when found. In his 
last conversation Mr Leask 
said he was beside a forest 
sign for Whiting Bay.

The multi-agency search 
has involved The Police 
Scotland helicopter, the 
Coastguard helicopter and 
volunteers, the RAF Moun-
tain Rescue, as well as Ar-
ran Mountain Rescue Team 
– who have been out day 
and night all week – two 
specialist sniffer dogs, and 
police divers, Coastguard 
and RLNI volunteers.

However, the search has 
been made more diffi cult by 
the thick vegetation, boggy 
and uneven ground, and the 
forest cover. Weather con-
ditions have also been poor, 
limiting the work of the po-
lice helicopter.

And with a warning of 
poor weather conditions 
over the weekend the teams 
have been keen to press 
on with their work which 
is now being co-ordinated 
from the command centre 
set up at Whiting Bay hall.

Locality Inspector Col-
in Convery, from Saltcoats 
Police Offi ce who is co-or-
dinating the search opera-
tion said: ‘We are extreme-
ly concerned for Stewart’s 

The missing person poster which has been put up across the island. 01_B06missing10

Inspector Colin Convery gets an update on the search 
from Police Scotland mountain rescue leader Grant 
Hindle. 01_B06missing01
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Searching for Stewart
Continued from page one
wellbeing and safety. He 
has had some health issues 
lately and although he reg-
ularly walks in this area he 
always returns home after 
a short time.  He has never 
been missing for this length 
of time.

Speaking on Wednesday 
he said: ‘At the moment we 
have around 60 multi-agen-

cy personel searching for 
Mr Leask which is a sub-
stantial committment of re-
sources.

‘They been carrying out 
extensive searches around 
the area where the dog was 
found, the Glenashdale 
Falls area and also the wid-
er area covering Lamlash 
and the large forest area to 
the south of Whiting Bay

‘Due to the terrain and the 
cold weather conditions, 
our local offi cers are being 
assisted by support unit of-
fi cers and specially trained 
search advisors.

‘We have also been fo-
cusing on supporting the 
family of the missing per-
son at this diffi cult time.

‘What has been particu-
larly noteworthy has been 
the response from the lo-
cal community who have 
helped both in the search, 
in challenging weath-
er ‘conditions and in their 
support for the family.

‘While the formal search 
of the area continues, I 
would appeal to the com-
munity, particularly in the 
Whiting Bay area, to check 
outbuildings sheds and the 
like in case Mr Leask has 
sought shelter.

‘I would urge anyone 
who has seen Stewart to 

Inspector Convery chairs a muti-agency brie� ng attended 
by representatives of Police Scotland, the police mountain 
rescue team, the Arran Mountain Rescue Team and the 
Coastguards. 01_B06missing02

come forward as soon as 
possible.  Any informa-
tion, no matter how small 

could help us trace him.  
Information can be passed 
to Lamlash or any  police 

offi ce through 101 quoting 
reference number 3057 of 
3 February 2019.’

Inspector Convery puts 
a missing person poster 
up at Glenashdale Falls. 

01_B06missing04

A poster on a Whiting Bay sign near to 
where he was last seen. 01_B06missing03

The police mountain rescue team take a break from the 
search. 01_B06missing05

The police team searching in thick scrub and young � r trees above Glenashdale Falls. 
01_B06missing08

Dave Watson and Kirsty Smith out with search dog  
Caileag. 01_B06missing06

The bridge at the Dyemill car park where 
Corrie was found. 01_B06missing09

The lifeboat searches 
the sea o�  Whiting Bay. 
01_B07missing11
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Hard to grasp, but it is nearly 20 
years since John Gibson wrote 
to the Arran Banner asking why 
there was every kind of music 
on Arran except jazz.

A month later, the Jazz Cafe 
Band (JCB) emerged, initially 
without even a name and, des-
pite all the odds and line-up 
changes, it continues to thrive 
today.

Session
Audiences can experience 

and hear for themselves exactly 
why the JCB has become some-
thing of an island institution 
at their next regular session at 
Whiting Bay village hall on Fri-
day February 15, from 8pm-
11pm, where the audience are 
invited to BYOB.

John Gibson is still there on 
trombone, the only ‘survivor’ 
from the band of 2000, aided 
and abetted by Spike Bayne’s 

hot tenor sax, the vocals of the 
‘sensational’ Biff Simpson, and 
a rhythm section of Tom Bu-
chan on guitar and Malcolm 
Kerr on drums.

It’s trad, it’s accessible, it’s 

danceable, and you don’t have 
to like jazz to like the Jazz Cafe 
Band. Be sure to catch their 
next gig at Whiting Bay Hall, 
and don’t forget your dancing 
shoes.

An online campaign to get a plas-
tic-free fruit and vegetable sec-
tion in the big Co-op in Brodick 
has taken a step forward.

Barbara I’Anson, who led the 
social media campaign, has writ-
ten to the Co-op after a Facebook 
post calling for the move received 
more than 450 comments and 
many more likes.

As well as reducing the use of 
plastic, there were suggestions to 
use paper and reusable net bags 
for fruit and veg.

In a reply, Brodick Co-op man-
ager Liz McLean said: ‘The Co-
op regional manager and I are 
very much aware of the concerns 
being raised by customers. The 
strength of feeling is plain to see.

‘Food packaging decisions are 
not made at store level but I have 
forwarded on the letter. The Co-
op is working hard on this issue 
and, in partnership with our mem-
bers, we can work towards our 
common goal.’

The request follows a number of 
environmentally responsible in-
itiatives which are taking place 
on Arran, among them the Plas-
tic Free accreditation – the fi rst in 
Scotland – by the campaign group 
Think About Plastic (TAP). The 
accreditation by Surfers Against 
Sewage refers not to the island 
being plastic-free but that various 
steps are being taken in the fi ght 
against single-use plastic.

Arran’s environmental charity 
Eco Savvy has also been instru-
mental in introducing a wide 
range of measures aimed at com-
bating waste, encouraging recy-
cling and upcycling, and environ-
mentally responsible behaviour.

Their initiative known as the Co-
op food share, in conjunction with 
the Brodick Co-op has seen thou-
sands of pounds of food, which 
would have ordinarily gone to 
waste, being distributed before it 
spoils and preventing it unneces-
sarily going to a landfi ll.

Campaign for plastic-
free fruit and veg

Jazz Cafe Band still in 
tune nearly 20 years on 
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Jazz Cafe Band pictured at one of their public performances last 
year. 01_B27bikes10
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Arran kids are very keen to be green
Children from across Arran 
made a green pilgrimage to 
Eco Savvy’s annual envi-
ronmental event called Be 
Green which saw a num-
ber of Arran organisations 
hosting activities for chil-
dren that were both fun and 
educational.

Even with snow making 
travel to Whiting Bay vil-
lage hall diffi cult, more 
than 210 children attend-
ed the fun day which in-
cluded activities from part-
ners Brodick Co-op, Arran 
Community Land Initia-
tive, Community of Ar-
ran Seabed Trust (COAST) 
and North Ayrshire Coun-
cil (NAC).

The event was to cele-
brate green initiatives and 
environmental action on 
Arran through a range of 
activities with educational 
themes in order to raise en-
vironmental conscientious-
ness among Arran’s youth.

The Co-op played its  
part by donating fresh fruit 
which was enjoyed by the 
children, who pedalled 
on an Eco Savvy smooth-
ie bike blending the fruit 
into smoothies and which 
carried a message of food 
waste and environmental 
travel and physical activity.

The fun activity tied in 
perfectly with the Eco Sav-
vy and Co-op partnership 
where food is being distrib-
uted and used rather than 
being sent to a landfi ll. 

Children learned about 
the initiative and were giv-
en the opportunity to take 

part in a competition to de-
sign a logo for the food 
share project. 

The winning design, 
which is yet to be an-
nounced, will be used as 
the offi cial logo for the in-
itiative and a cash prize of 
£150 for their school to put 
towards an environmental 
project or towards becom-
ing an eco-school.

Home Energy Scotland 
and the Eco Savvy ener-
gy team delivered an en-
ergy monopoly activi-
ty. This saw the children 
split into teams where they 
were quizzed on energy ef-
fi ciency questions. They 
were rewarded with fuel 
bill savings for questions 
answered correctly and 
charged with higher fuel 
bills and water charges for 
getting energy effi ciency 
questions wrong.

Alan from Home Energy 
Scotland said: ‘It was an 
absolute pleasure to be in-
volved in some fun, edu-
cational activities to hope-
fully inspire kids to think 

about living greener, and 
more sustainable lives and 
be aware of the impact our 
day-to-day lives can have 
on the environment.’

Jim Park from the Ar-
ran Community Land Ini-
tiative showcased a worm 
farm which appeared to in-
trigue some of the children 
and make others squirm in 
equal measure. As well as 
being entertaining the fun 
activity of being able to 
handle the worms raised an 
appreciation for nature and 
helped to instil the will to 
protect it. The pupils were 
also able to feed the worms 
cabbage and vegetable 
leaves that coincidentally 
came from the food share 
initiative.

COAST hosted an in-
formative and effective  
display with its sea scene 
created from plastic waste 
which carried a striking ar-
tistic message. This activ-
ity combined appreciation 
and education around the 
marine environment to en-
courage environmental im-

provement and protection.
NAC hosted an activi-

ty around recycling and 
putting plastic in the cor-
rect bin and representa-
tives also shared an updat-
ed plastics recycling guide 
which is available in the 
Eco Savvy shop in Whit-
ing Bay.

Providing the children 
with examples of recy-
cling, Eco Savvy had a 
stand showcasing its eco 
products and ethos. 

These included bamboo 
toothbrushes, refi llable 
coffee cups and water bot-
tles.

Jude King, Eco Sav-
vy project manager, said: 
‘Whilst it’s vital that this is 
a fun-fi lled day for the Ar-
ran pupils, it is even more 
important for us to make 
all activities environmen-
tally educational and for 
awareness around climate 
change issues to be brought 
home. I think this was cer-
tainly achieved throughout 
the day.

‘We hope the children left 
with motivation to increase 
environmental conscien-
tiousness for the benefi t of 
their futures, and challenge 
those around them to do so 
to too.

‘We really appreciate the 
schools and teachers com-
ing from all corners of the 
island and thank you to all 
the environmental initia-
tives involved in the day, 
and to our volunteers who 
all contributed to making 
the day a great success.’

Is it ready yet?  Children pedal their way to a free smooth-
ie. 

Children learn about the Co-op food share logo 
competition. 

Lamlash Primary pupils show their support for being 
green. Photo Chris Attkins. 

open seven days a
week for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

exciting
daily

specials

fresh
local dining

for reservations call
01770 302 234 or book online at

www.auchrannie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

Locally sourced seafood and grilled meats
are combined with daily specials.

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am,
lunch from 12.30pm - 4.30pm and 

dinner from 5.00pm - 9.30pm. 

Bar open throughout the day serving 
teas & coffees, cold drinks and cakes. 

Relax in front of our toasty log burner!
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Arran kids are very keen to be green

Eco warriors from Whiting Bay Primary School pupils show their green credentials. 
Photograph: Chris Attkins. No_B06eco02

Pupils line up to try out the smoothie 
bicycles. 

A popular activity, children enjoy the 
challenges of energy monopoly. 

Children have a go at handling worms from 
the Arran Community Land Initiative. 

Jenny Stark of COAST talks to the children 
about marine conservation and pollution. 

Children listen eagerly to Val Waite, who 
describes methods of sustainable practice 
at the Eco Savvy stall. 
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Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

Taste of Arran 
scoops a proud 
place on NFU 
menu
Taste of Arran produce in 
the form of Arran Dairies 
ice cream was this week in-
cluded in a carefully select-
ed menu of the fi nest Scot-
tish produce served at the 
National Farmers Union 
(NFU) Scotland’s annu-
al dinner and AGM, which 
took place at the Radisson 
Blu, Glasgow.

The menu, which fea-
tured produce from across 
the country, started off with 
a twist on the traditional 
Scottish haggis dish, which 
was served as a scotch egg 
with rumbledethumps and 
homemade brown sauce.

The centrepiece of the 
meal was a pairing of 
Scotch lamb and beef. The 
two meats were served as 
roasted lamb rump, bal-
lotine of beef shin, beef 
cheek croquette served 
with fondant potato, car-
amelised parsnip puree, 
confi t tomato and red wine 
jus.

The meal fi nished with a 
dessert of apple bavarois, 
calvados gel, fennel, and 
Arran Dairies caramel ice 
cream.

Guests were also treated 
to one last tasty bite later 
in the evening when melt-
ed Scottish cheese on toast-
ed artisan bread was served 
for supper.

Scotbeef and Marks and 
Spencer were the headline 
sponsors of the whole con-
ference, with the dinner it-
self being supplied by a 
range of Scottish produc-
ers.

Labour warn of £20m 
funding gap
The Scottish Government’s 
budget was passed after the 
SNP struck a deal with the 
Greens last week.

Finance Secretary Derek 
Mackay said the budget in-
cluded more core funding 
for councils and extra pow-
ers for them to levy local 
parking and tourist taxes.

The budget also includ-
ed £90m for the core lo-
cal government settlement, 
an increase in the cap on 
council tax rises to 4.79 per 
cent, as well as cross par-
ty talks on replacing the tax 
and a move to three-year 
local authority budgets.

The North Ayrshire 
Council share of the local 
government settlement is 

£249.5 million – a reduc-
tion of £4.6 million or 1.8 
per cent. The council meets 
on February 27 to set its 
budget for 2019/20

Here, North Ayrshire 
Council Labour leader Joe 
Cullinane gives his verdict 
on the budget: ‘Between 
December and now, the 
Scottish Parliament has re-
ceived £150 million of new 
‘Barnett Consequentials’ 
from Westminster yet the 
great negotiators, the Scot-
tish Greens, have extract-
ed less than two-thirds of 
those funds to protect vital 
public services. 

£54 million of the new 
Consequentials are instead 
being squirrelled away 

in Derek Mackay’s slush 
fund.

‘This means that North 
Ayrshire Council’s core 
revenue grant is being cut 
by around £4 million and 
with no fi nancial support 
for the local government 
pay award nor a solution 
to the shortfall in teacher’s 
pensions, our funding gap 
for next year is £20 mil-
lion.

‘Having failed to use 
their own fi scal powers to 
protect vital local services, 
the SNP and Greens are in-
stead shifting the responsi-
bility, and consequentially, 
blame onto councils for the 
diffi cult decisions that lie 
ahead.

‘Arbitrarily raising the 
Council Tax cap to 4.79 per 
cent makes the system of 
local government fi nance 
even more unequal – the 
more affl uent parts of Scot-

land, which have plenty of 
Band F, G and H Council 
Tax properties, can raise 
substantially more than 
areas like North Ayrshire 
where the majority of our 
properties are in the lower 
bands.

‘We then have the ab-
surdity of a workplace 
parking levy. Quite right-
ly trade unions are lam-
basting this absurd idea of 
taxing workers to get to 
their work, especially at a 
time when the local gov-

ernment and teachers pay 
awards are not fi nalised. 
‘The SNP and Greens seem 
to think it would be accept-
able to give our hard work-
ing public servants a pay 
rise in one hand and then 
take it away with the other. 
North Ayrshire Labour will 
not be hammering workers 
with this absurd tax.

Cuts
‘This remains a cuts 

budget imposed on com-
munities by the SNP and 
Greens in Edinburgh. Our 
SNP MSP’s should be 
ashamed of the cuts they 
are pushing through – and 
its little surprise that they 
won’t debate me in public 
to defend their cuts.

‘North Ayrshire La-
bour will continue to fi ght 
against the cuts. Having 
broken their silence over 
the budget, it seems our 
SNP counterparts on the 
Council are now happy to 
endorse the cuts.’

North Ayrshire Council leader Joe Cullinane.

MUSIC ARRAN PRESENTS

MAGNARD WIND  ENSEMBLE
who are Tunnell Trust winners. 

Saturday 16th February. 7.30pm, Brodick Hall 
Adults £10, children plus accompanying adult free. 
Tickets available on line from www.arranevents.com, 

at Inspiratons or at the door. 
Cafe style seating. BYOB

JAZZ CAFE BAND
Whiting Bay Hall 

8 to 11pm
Friday February 15th

£7 entry
BYOB
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Corrie Film Club
The Square (2017)
 – Cert 15
After last week’s mini 
fi lm festival, Day in the 
Dark, Corrie Film Club 
returns to presenting its 
regular February fi lm.

The Square is a unique, 
Swedish, knife-sharp sat-
ire on art, culture and 
communication in the 
digital age.

Christian is a respect-
ed curator of a contem-
porary art museum in 
Stockholm gearing up to 
launch a new show which 
features The Square, a 
daring installation exam-
ining altruism and our 
duty to help others. 

The fi lm won the Palme 
D’Or at Cannes  in 2017.

Please note that al-
though this is a certifi cate 
15 it is only right to point 
out that there are sexual-
ly explicit scenes in the 
fi lm.

You can watch this fi lm 
tomorrow (Sunday) in 
Corrie and Sannox Hall 
at 8pm. 

All welcome.

Transforming junk 
into haute
couture
Three sixth-year pupils 
from Arran High School 
who have spent the past 
year designing a cus-
tom-fi tted outfi t for the 
Bank of Ireland Junk Kou-
ture competition are on the 
brink of fi nding out if their 
design will be selected as 
one of the regional fi nalists 
in the competition.

Now in its ninth year, the 
competition for secondary 
school pupils to use every-
day junk materials – tak-
ing into account elements 
such as fashion, design, en-
gineering and environmen-
tal sustainability – to create 

Ellie Ewing with the creation which has been entered into 
the Bank of Ireland Junk Kouture competition. 

striking works of wearable 
art.

Along with their tutor Ce-
cilia Paul, Kirsty Kerr, Joe-
ly Allison and model Ellie 
Ewing anxiously awaited 
the announcement which 
was due last night (Thurs-
day) – after the Banner 
went to press.

Finalists
Hoping to be selected as 

one of the fi nalists at the 
live show, which will take 
place either in Dublin or in 
Derry, the group of fash-
ionistas, if unsuccessful, 
will still have a second 
chance through the lifeline 

vote that takes place from 
Monday February 11 to 
Friday February 15.

Supporters can vote for 
the Arran team once a day 
during the vote.

The regional fi nal vote 
will take place between 
Monday February 18 and 
Friday February 22, and 
the grand fi nal vote be-
tween Monday April 1 and 
Friday April 5.

Further details on how 
to vote and information 
on the competition can be 
found online at boijunk-
kouture.com or on the Junk 
Kouture Facebook page.

*Terms and Conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may 
apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2018. E&OE September 2018.

Expert Knowledge      |      Super Service      |      Competitive Prices      |      Professional Installation

Our Best Sellers
Enjoy our range of top selling brand appliances

Let’s Make Life Easy

tsorF oN mc06  
egdirF hserFatiV  

 rezeerF
 G53WV63NGK

 

 ylnO  

 07£
 kcabhsaC

 noitpmeder aiv
£ 965  .  99

 kcabhsaC retfA 99.994£

 yticapaC tFuC 88.3 / 27.8 ,sertiL 011 / 742
 sexoB rellihC hserFatiV 2

 lortnoC ytidimuH htiw xoB hserFatiV
 mc66Dx06Wx681H :snoisnemiD

2  ytnarraW raeY
++A  gnitaR ygrenE 

gk8 nipS 0041  
 enihcaM gnihsaW

 BG10282NAW

 

 ylnO  

 05£
 kcabhsaC

 noitpmeder aiv
£ 924  .  00

 kcabhsaC retfA 00.973£

 eetnarauG straP raeY 01 htiw evirD ecneliSocE
 ngiseD noitarbivitnA

 metsyS hsaW apSauqA D3
 mc55Dx8.95Wx8.48H :snoisnemiD

2  ytnarraW raeY
+++A  gnitaR ygrenE 

sgnitteS ecalP 21  
 rehsawhsiD
 G00WA52SMS

 

 ylnO

£ 923  .  00

 yalpsiD DEL ,semmargorP 5
 evirD ecneliSocE

 snoitpO yrD artxE & hsaW kciuQ
 mc06Dx06Wx5.48H :snoisnemiD

2  ytnarraW raeY
++A  gnitaR ygrenE 

sgnitteS ecalP 9  
 rehsawhsiD enilmilS

 G00WC42SPS

 

 ylnO woN  

 01£
 evaS£ 933  .  00

 00.943£ saW

 semmargorP 4
 yalpsiD laiD

 etihW
 mc06Dx54Wx5.48H :snoisnemiD

2  ytnarraW raeY
+A  gnitaR ygrenE 

 nevO elgniS nI tliuB
 B0RB311FHH

 

 ylnO

£ 982  .  00

 nevO naF noitcnufitluM )teN( sertiL 66
 taeh fo noitubirtsid esimitpO ,gnikooC riatoH D3

 remiT elbammargorP ,llirG largetnI
 mc8.45Dx4.95Wx9.95H :snoisnemiD

2  ytnarraW raeY
A  gnitaR ygrenE 

 ertneC ecivreS citsemoD narrA
ertneC salguoD ehT 4 tinU  , kcidorB  ,  JA8 72AK

 909203 07710



8 Letters ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 9 February, 2019arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate 
good faith, although these details can be 
withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be 
included. Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. 
Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that 
mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the editori-
al content of newspapers. We will 
abide by the decision of IPSO.

Press policy

Thought for the week
‘In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning. Through 
him all things were made; with-
out him nothing was made that 
has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of all 
mankind.’ John 1:1

Machrie doubts
Sir,
As a golfer of long expe-
rience of golf on Arran – 
I was introduced to the 
game in Whiting Bay in 
1958 – and as a member of 
Machrie Bay since 2013, I 
was initially uplifted by the 
report in last week’s Ban-
ner of the proposal to ex-
pand the course to 27 holes 
and to upgrade it and the 
facilities. Certainly any im-
provement from the current 
changing rooms in the toi-
lets of the tea room would 
be welcome.

The possibility of a fi rst 
class course in this loca-
tion could enhance Ar-
ran’s attraction as a golf-
ing destination and provide 
the possibility of the three 
Ms’ golfi ng trail by road 
and ferry: Machrie Bay, 
Machrihanish and Machrie 
(Islay).

However, after further 
thought I have signifi cant 
doubt on the practicality, 
fi nancial probity and social 
desirability of such devel-
opment.

Machrie Bay is located on 
the edge of Machrie Moor 
– and there lies the clue to 
the quality of the ground. 
It is peaty and boggy. It 
retains water for a long 
time. It is not in my expe-
rience ‘the sandy and well-
drained’ ground described 
in the report. Many times 
I have seen a well-placed 
drive land in the middle 
of the fairway, never to be 
seen again as the ball was 
swallowed up by the soggy 
Machrie turf.

In contrast the greens are 
always immaculate and 
this is testimony to the ex-
pert care of the current 
greenkeeper, who achieves 
this against the odds and 
with a friendly spirit. It 
seems to me unlikely that 

there is any practical way 
of creating this excellence 
in the fairway and rough 
areas of the course due to 
the water-retaining nature 
of the soil.

If I had £20 million to in-
vest, I would expect a re-
turn of at least four per 
cent,  ie £800,000. So this 
begs the question as to how 
many golfers need to be at-
tracted to cover this and, 
say, £500,000 of running 
expenses for 27 holes – this 
is a conservative estimate 
based on my membership 
of two championship clubs 
in Perthshire.

A revenue of £1.3m from 
an average round of say 
£50 would need 26,600 
golf rounds. This average 
green fee takes account 
of published top rates and 
group discounts and is 
about double the other Ar-
ran courses. If we assume 
this to be achieved in the 
fi ve visitor months of May 
to September, ie 150 golf-
ing days, this would re-
quire 173 rounds per day. 
Going out in threes every 
eight minutes would need 
eight hours a day, every 
day, hail, rain or shine for 
fi ve months. I do not think 
that this is likely.

Such a course would 
need about 12 skilled green 
keeping staff – where 
would they be sourced 
from and where would they 
live?

While I believe that it 
is unlikely to attract the 
173 golfers a day for fi ve 
months solid, one has to 
ask where they would 
come from. There isn’t 
the pool of hotels on the 
west coast of Arran to pro-
vide this. The traffi c is-
sues over the String Road 
have to be considered in 
terms of wear and tear and 
the impact on the gener-
al tranquillity of the area. I 

think it would be more pru-
dent and achievable  to up-
grade the current nine-hole 
course to a dry state, if that 
is technically possible, and 
build a club house along 
the lines of the Tee Room 
at Shiskine. Nine-hole golf 
is more in line with cur-
rent trends for shorter pe-
riods on the course. Rath-
er than 27 holes at Machrie 
Bay I would prefer nine 
dry holes.

In my view this project is 
over optimistic in its ambi-
tions and expectations of 
technical and fi nancial suc-
cess. I think it will bring 
unwanted busy-ness to the 
west coast and the inves-
tors’ cash will disappear, 
like so many of my drives, 
into the bog of Machrie 
Moor.

Yours,
Ian A Brown
Blairgowrie

Twenty’s plenty
Sir,
So pleased to see Mark 
Russell’s bill bringing in 
20 mph for all residential 
roads, Arran Banner Feb-
ruary 2. 
Here are a few facts relat-
ing to the speed of vehi-
cles. If you double vehi-
cle speed then the energy 
and the ability to kill goes 
up four times. This is be-
cause the energy is related 
to the velocity squared. A 
car doubles its energy be-
tween 20 and 28 mph. Re-
ducing speeds to 20 mph 
will immediately halve the 
KSI (killed and seriously 
injured) rate and adds only 
two minutes to the average 
commute.

Apart from reducing the 
KSI rate this reduction will 
resurrect the most power-
ful factor improving phys-
ical and mental health and 
this is wild child’s play.

Thirty years ago 10 per-

cent of children were driv-
en to school and now this 
is 90 per cent and 30 years 
ago the roaming distance 
of a six-year-old from their 
house is now matched by 
a 10-year-old. We must do 
all we can to give children 
a chance to run, play and 
explore outside. 

Perhaps one day we could 
even see our streets taken 
back as play and social are-
as by children with the cre-
ation of Dutch Woonerfs 
or Home Zones where cars 
have 10kph speed zones 
weaving between swings 
and outside BBQs?

Yours,
Colin Guthrie
Brodick

Dementia talk
Sir,
Dementia is frequently in 
the news these days, where 
once it was never men-
tioned.  Often there are sto-
ries about a miracle scien-
tifi c breakthrough, a new 
medicine, or a special diet 
that will make it go away. 
Although such headlines 
are mainly incorrect, there 
is no reason to give up hope.

Professor June Andrews 
is the adviser to the De-
mentia Services Devel-
opment Trust (DSDT), a 
Scottish Charity that works 
world-wide to improve the 
lives of people with de-
mentia.  She is the author 
of Dementia the One Stop 
Guide.  It describes what 
dementia is, how to delay 
it, and what to do if you 
or someone in your fam-
ily is affected. On Tues-
day February 19 Professor 
June Andrews will give a 
presentation based on her 
book in St Molios church, 
Shiskine at 2pm. All wel-
come.

Yours,
Liz Clarke,
Torbeg.

Sadly, it is at times of ad-
versity that the true spirit of 
community which exists on 
Arran really shines through.

The police inspector lead-
ing the search for Stewart 
Leask recorded his grati-
tude to the people of Arran 
this week and it is well 
deserved.

Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team volunteers have been 
out day and night since 
Sunday, and many of them 
are exhausted and will have 
to take some time off just to 
recover their strength.

The Arran Coastguard 
team has also been out and 
faced some tough terrain 
and weather conditions, 
while the lifeboat crew has 
been scouring the coast.

But that is not all. Neigh-
bours and friends have ral-
lied round the family offer-
ing much-needed support 
and have themselves gone 
into the hills to join in the 
search.

Then there is feeding all 
those out searching. The 
command centre in Whiting 
Bay hall has been inundat-
ed with sandwiches, home-
baking, soup and much 
more to keep the volunteers 
nourished.

Of course the search has 
also had huge resources 
from the police and other 
authorities on the mainland, 
and everyone is grateful to 
each and every one of them 
for their dedication and ef-
fort to fi nd Stewart.
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Chicken shed house refused
A bid to convert a former chicken shed 
into a house in Whiting Bay has been re-
fused by North Ayrshire Council planners.

The proposal for the redundant agricul-
tural building at Dippenhead Farm was re-
jected by planners on the grounds that the 
existing building was not in an acceptable 
location or of appropriate scale and char-
acter for conversion to a house.

Adverse impact
It would also have a signifi cant adverse 

impact on the landscape character of the 
area, they said.

The application by a couple from Dum-
fries and Galloway was for the former 
chicken shed which is located to the 

west of the A841 at Dippenhead,  west of 
Pirogue

The design brief was to use the exist-
ing building in creating a contemporary 
three-bedroom home, taking advantage 
of the panoramic views over the Firth of 
Clyde, and using sustainable materials 
and renewable energy technology to mini-
mise the building’s carbon footprint.

The architects said that by bedding the 
building into the surrounding landscape 
they would be transforming an otherwise 
run down brownfi eld site in the country-
side into a positive contribution to the 
amenity of the area, but this interpretation 
was rejected.

Growth deal brings major 
investment boost for area

Scottish Secretary David Mundell at the launch of the Ayrshire Growth Deal in
Kilmarnock. 

Ayrshire and Arran is set 
for a major jobs boost after 
it was confi rmed that more 
than £240 million is set to 
be ploughed into the local 
economy.

The long-anticipated Ayr-
shire Growth Deal will 
now become a reality after 
the UK and Scottish gov-
ernments confi rmed they 
would each invest £100m 
into a package of projects.

The deal is likely to cre-
ate thousands of jobs, bring 
£2billion of investment 
into the area, improve local 
infrastructure and breathe 
new life into the local 
economy. It will also help 
support the wider Scottish 
and UK economies.

Arran is most likely to 
benefi t from a major bid to 
enhance Ayrshire and Ar-
ran’s coast and capitalise 
on the superb opportunities 
that the area’s harbours and 
ports provide.  

The proposed projects 
will make a major contri-
bution to the delivery of 
national tourism strategies 
such as ‘Awakening the 
Giant’ (marine tourism) as 
well as providing oppor-
tunities to address issues 
such as the provision of 
land for the development 
of new housing.

At a visit to the Halo site 
in Kilmarnock last week 
Scottish Secretary David 
Mundell MP confi rmed the 
fi nancial package agreed 
by the UK government.

And in parallel the Scot-
tish government, which 
had already made clear its 

commitment to the growth 
deal, announced that it too 
would match the funding 
confi rming it would also 
invest £100m.

Mr Mundell MP was 
joined on his visit by the 
three Ayrshire council 
leaders, chief executives 
and representatives of the 
growth deal team from 
both the public and private 
sector.

The multi-million pound 
investment will help drive 
economic development 
across the region, boosting 
jobs, creating opportunity 
and encouraging further in-
ward investment.

Employability
The funding levels for 

specifi c projects will be 
confi rmed within the com-
ing weeks and is expected 
to focus on employabili-
ty and skills programmes, 
innovation, aerospace and 
energy projects at Hunter-
ston and Cumnock as well 
as vital improvements to 
digital connectivity and re-
generation.

Mr Mundell said: ‘The 
UK Government’s £100 
million investment in the 
Ayrshire Growth Deal will 
be transformative for the 
region, boosting jobs and 
prosperity right across Ayr-
shire. This brings UK gov-
ernment investment in 
growth deals in Scotland to 
£1.2 billion, a huge com-
mitment to growing Scot-
land’s economy.

‘We look forward to 
working with the Ayrshire 
councils, the Scottish Gov-

ernment and the private 
sector to fi nalise the details 
of the innovative projects 
to be funded through the 
growth deal.’

The three Ayrshire coun-
cils will commit fi nancial-
ly to the deal with their 
investment likely to be 
around 20  per cent of the 
overall package.

Councillor Joe Cullinane, 
leader of North Ayrshire 
Council, said: ‘This has 
been a real collective ef-
fort by the three Ayrshire 
councils, cross-party poli-
ticians, the public and pri-
vate sector and many oth-
er partners.

‘We are thrilled to have 
now received this confi r-
mation of funding from the 
UK and Scottish govern-

ments and are excited to 
say that work will start on 
these projects this year.

‘We have all worked in-
credibly hard and can now 
look forward to some real-
ly exciting times for Ayr-
shire.  It’s up to us now to 
deliver these projects and 
create the jobs and invest-
ment this area so desper-
ately needs.’

The Ayrshire Growth 
Deal partners include the 
three Ayrshire councils, 
UK and Scottish govern-
ments and national agen-
cies, with support from the 
private sector. Investment 
will be in key assets and 
sectors that will not only 
positively impact Ayrshire 
but the Scottish and UK 
economies too.
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Schools receive funding 
to tackle litter menace
Schools on Arran have 
been awarded a share 
of more than £6,000 as 
part of the 2019 national 
Wrigley Litter Less cam-
paign to support young-
sters in tackling the coun-
try’s rising litter levels.

With communities 
across the country con-
tinuing to face high lit-
ter levels, children and 
young people are being 
empowered to take action 
– learning more about 
waste and devising ini-
tiatives that will help to 
tackle the litter problems 
on their own doorsteps.

Arran High School and 
the six primary schools on 
the island are among 34 
schools across the coun-
try to share the funding.

Michelle Gillan, edu-
cation development of-
fi cer, at Keep Scotland 
Beautiful, said: ‘Since its 
launch in 2013, the Wrig-
ley Litter Less campaign 
has worked with almost 
170 schools and nurser-
ies Scotland-wide to en-
gage young people and 
activate them to take ac-
tion and help address our 
rising litter levels.

The Eco-schools logo. 

‘It is fantastic to see 
such signifi cant levels of 
enthusiasm and commit-
ment from the partici-
pants. 

‘The campaign is clear-
ly helping to create Scot-
land’s future environmen-
tal ambassadors.’

Litter Less is an annu-
al campaign organised in 
Scotland by environmen-
tal charity Keep Scotland 
Beautiful on behalf of the 
Foundation of Environ-
mental Education (FEE) 
and sponsored by the 
Wrigley Foundation. 

Litter Less activities 

will run throughout the 
whole year and are being 
delivered as part of Eco-
Schools programmes in 
12 countries worldwide, 
including Scotland.

Litter Less funding is 
being distributed to 34 
early years, primary and 
additional support needs 
schools.

Each will receive £200 
to support their local lit-
ter campaigns. 

Keep Scotland Beautiful 
has been running the cam-
paign for fi ve years, and 
in that time 121 schools 
have participated.

Opera Highlights tour 
visits Arran
Scottish Opera’s much-
loved Opera Highlights 
set off this week around 
Scotland with a brand-new 
show. Four singers and a 
pianist will journey to 18 
venues across Scotland 
from Ayrshire to the West-
ern Isles.

Opening in East Kilbride, 
the tour will reach Arran on 
Tuesday March 12 playing 
at Whiting Bay village hall 
at 7.30pm before the fi nal 
concert in Paisley two days 
later.

Sara Brodie directs a pro-
gramme of works by com-
posers from across the cen-
turies, from Handel and 
Gluck, to Mozart, Ver-
di, Britten and Bernstein, 
carefully curated by Scot-

Harry Thatcher, Lucy Anderson, Tom Smith and Heather Ireson in rehearsals for the 
Opera Highlights tour. Photo Sally Jubb 

tish Opera’s head of music 
Derek Clark.

Scottish Opera emerg-
ing artist 2018/19 soprano 
Lucy Anderson, who sang 
the role of Countess Cepra-
no in the company’s 2018 
revival of Rigoletto; mez-
zo-soprano Heather Ire-
son; tenor Tom Smith and 
baritone Harry Thatcher 
join music director/pianist 
Elizabeth Rowe to bring to 
life some of opera’s best-
known arias alongside hid-
den gems and forgotten fa-
vourites.

Director Sara Brodie said: 
‘Opera Highlights 2019 of-
fers a dazzling array of op-
eratic hits from Wagner to 
Gilbert and Sullivan. We 
promise an evening of fri-

volities, folly and fl irta-
tion as our singers take you 
to the depths of the under-
world, Paris at dawn, a Vi-
ennese masked ball and a 
tryst by the Thames. Four 
erstwhile travellers journey 
the seas of love and back 
again, in scenes of pica-
resque torment and delight, 
to warm your hearts on a 
chilly night.’

Scottish Opera general 
director Alex Reedijk said: 
‘Following the tremendous 
success of our 17-date au-
tumn Opera Highlights 
tour, we are greatly look-
ing forward to visiting 18 
smaller and rural venues in 
the spring. This new, pint-
sized production is a cele-
bration of opera and the ac-

complished creative team 
will no doubt bring out the 

best in this talented cast, as 
they journey around Scot-

land from Barra to Boat of 
Garten.’
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
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number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
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AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 
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‘Is it good to 
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Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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Heroes help raise £1,200
Where can Wonder Wom-
an, Superman, Batman and 
even the Ghostbusters all 
be found in the one room?

That would have to be at 
the fundraising event or-
ganised by Arran fi lm pro-
ducer, director and actor 
Craig Maclachlan in mem-
ory of his dad Douglas, 
who died from cancer last 
year.

Raising money for Marie 
Curie and Macmillan Can-
cer Support, the fundrais-
ing night, held in Loks bar 

The Ghostbusters in full costume. 

and restaurant in Glasgow, 
raised  more than £1,200.

The night was attended 
by almost 100 people, in-
cluding some from Arran.

Craig had collected a 
number of prizes for the 
raffl e with businesses on 
the island making up near-
ly 30 prizes, and Arran 
products were the hit of the 
night. An auction raised 
more than £600.

The event was fun-fi lled, 
with fi ve fi lms shown from 
independent fi lmmakers all 

over Scotland, live music 
sets and the cosplayers led 
by Wonder Woman, Scots 
actress, model and cosplay-
er Nicolette McKeown.

Craig said: ‘I would like 
to say a massive thank you 
to residents and the busi-
nesses of Arran, they really 
came through for us, sup-
ported us and helped make 
our fundraiser as good as it 
was. People loved the Ar-
ran connection and it’ll at-
tract a few new faces to the 
island that’s for sure.’

Alan Dunn from Brodick 
and Whiting Bay artist 

Catherine Scott with event 
organiser Craig Maclachlan 

enjoying the night. 

Glasgow singer and songwriter Mic Clark 
performs. 

Superman, Batman and 
Wonder Woman at the 
fundraising night.

International performer Mike Edwards. 

Wonder Woman Nicolette McKeown hands out the ra�  e prizes. 
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Choir put their heart and soul into performance
The Arran Soul Choir really raised the roof 
at their ‘Souled Out’ concert which they per-
formed to a proper sold out house on Satur-
day January 26 at the community theatre in 
Lamlash.

It was the third concert by the soul choir, 
who had more than 60 singers on stage for 
the show. There were more solos from choir 
members and a new repertoire from uplift-
ing gospel numbers to dedications to Aretha 

Franklin. It is exactly a year since the choir’s 
last concert and members have been working 
hard, doubling their repertoire in that time.

The choir would like to thank the numerous 
people who supported the event: guest solo-
ist Kirsty Collins, who works as an HR team 
leader for North Ayrshire Council, Megan 
Hamill, Arran Events and external lighting 
agency Ross McCrone, which added the pro-
fessional feel of production value.

The soul choir in mellow mood. 

The choir raise their hands during an energetic number.

The choir belt out another song. 

Colin MacDonald and Mike Bailey. 

Moira Manson and Janie Moor side by side. 

Shay MacLeod performs with the choir. 

Samantha Payn accompanies on the French horn. 
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Choir put their heart and soul into performance
With cabaret-style seating, table candles 

and snacks and soft drinks provided, there 
was a real ambience in the venue for a ter-
rifi c show.

Choir leader James O’Neil said afterwards:  
‘Thank you to everyone who helped, and lit-
erally strained themselves, to make this one 
we won’t forget.’

The raffl e held raised £570 in aid of the Ar-
ran Music School’s widening access fund 

which will allow the music school to bridge 
the gap for young people who can’t access 
the range of tuition/activities currently of-
fered within all Arran schools.

New members are always welcome at re-
hearsals which take place on Thursday from 
7pm to 9pm in the high school, £3 per session 
pays for music, coffee and cake.

All photographs by David Hogg

The choir belt out another song. 

Evelyn Hamilton in � ne 
voice. 

A tuneful Megan Hamill. 

James O’Neil makes a point as he conducts the choir. 

Members of the choir sway along to the music. 

Kelly Henbery in soulful voice. 

Kelly Henbery performs a solo with the backing band and 
James O’Neil on piano. 

Colin Guthrie lends 
his powerful voice. 
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Harry is new society 
vice president

Secondary pupils 
to be taught
life-saving skills
Secondary school pupils 
on Arran are to be giv-
en CPR training as part 
of a nationwide campaign 
adopted by North Ayrshire 
Council (NAC) to reduce 
poor survival rates from 
cardiac arrests outside of 
hospital.

Joining the ranks to make 
up 23 of Scotland’s 32 lo-
cal authorities which have 
joined the initiative, NAC 
has promised to roll out 
the training to provide pu-
pils in the area with the vi-
tal skills that could help 
save a life.

Heart charity British 
Heart Foundation (BHF) 
Scotland has welcomed 
the news and is working 
with the remaining coun-
cils to achieve 100 per 
cent coverage.

There are around 3,000 
out-of-hospital cardiac ar-
rests in Scotland each year 
but the survival rate is just 
one in 12 and for every 
minute without CPR, the 
chances of surviving drop 
by up to 10 per cent.

International evidence 
has shown that in coun-
tries like Denmark, which 
legislated for all secondary 
pupils to learn CPR, sur-
vival rates for out of hos-
pital cardiac arrests tripled.

Those councils backing 
the campaign in Scotland 
have now pledged to work 
with BHF Scotland to de-
velop a plan to ensure that 
every secondary pupil re-
ceives CPR training.

To fi nd out more about 
CPR or to apply for a Call 
Push Rescue CPR training 
kit, which is free for eligi-
ble secondary schools, vis-
it www.bhf.org.uk/cpr

Chairman Colin Mac-
Kenzie welcomed the 58 
members to Brodick Golf 
Clubhouse for the annual 
general meeting of Arran 
Historical Society on Mon-
day January 21.

There was an excellent 
soup and sandwich buffet 
followed by tea and coffee 
with cakes before the offi -
cial business with reports 
by the chairman, secretary 
and the treasurer.

The deaths of Stewart 
Lambie and Jane Murray 
were remembered. They 

Harry Davidson is the new vice president of Arran Historical Society. Inset, president and founding member Grace Small. 01_B06historical01 and o1_B06historical02

had been founder mem-
bers of the Arran Anti-
quarians, the forerunner to 
the present society which 
was founded in Novem-
ber 1993. At this fi rst meet-
ing in Brodick Library, 40 
members joined with an-
other 11 expressing an in-
terest.

The society was founded 
and developed by the late 
Dr Hugh Mckerrall. 

A committee was formed, 
the rules drawn up and in 
the following weeks a pro-
gramme for 1994 was ar-

ranged. The society mem-
bers in more recent times 
had been very elderly and 
in 2016 the name was 
changed to Arran Histori-
cal Society to try to attract 
‘younger members’.

At the meeting Harry Da-
vidson accepted the post 
of honorary vice presi-
dent, to serve alongside 
Grace Small, president and 
a founder member.

Any member wishing to 
join the committee is wel-
come. There is a need for 
people with some technical 

knowledge of computers 
and sound systems to help 
before and after each talk 
to set up and take down the 
equipment.

The programme for the 
year is similar to the fi rst 
programme in 1994: a mix-
ture of history of Arran and 
Scotland, recent and old-
er, epic tales, wedding cus-
toms, architecture, fi shing, 
archaeology, whisky – le-
gal and illegal – social his-
tory and Andrew Carnegie.

The fi eld trip will be to 
Skipness Castle and Celt-

ic Chapel. The annual trip 
is to the new Burns cen-
tre and another venue. The 
fi rst meeting is on Monday 
February 18 when Charles 
Currie from Blackwater-
foot will speak on the Ar-
ran connection with Os-
sian’s tales.

The society would like 
to thank Graeme Dobson, 
Christopher Park and Little 
Rock catering for the ex-
cellent buffet and manage-
ment and other staff at the 
Brodick Golf Club for the 
excellent service.
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Every day
Octopus Centre                              Old Pavilion, Lamlash, Centre open seven days, 11am - 3pm
Octopus Centre - Tennis                                        Old Pavilion, Lamlash open seven days, any time 
Brodick Mini Golf                                                      Open seven days, 9am - 5pm-ish, ALL weathers                   
Brodick Castle, garden only                                                                            Open 9am-dusk
Art Exhibition, local artist Jane Nichol            Isle of Arran Distillery, Lochranza, 10am - 4pm
Soap making and candle dipping                                  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm 
Public Swimming                                   Auchrannie Spa Pool, Brodick, 10am - 3pm & 6pm - 8pm
Arran Brewery                                                       Open - Mon, Friday & Saturday, 10am - 5pm               
                                                                         Tuesday - Thursday, 11am - 4pm. Tours daily at 2pm  

Saturday 9th February
Flow Yoga                                                                                   Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Winter Rink Bowls  Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Scotland 6 Nations Rugby Match, shown live                             The Drift Inn, Lamlash,  2.15pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm 
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live Music - The Sensational Biff Simpson      Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm Live 
Music - The Sharpeez – the very best of Rhythm & Blues         The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over 21s’ Disco                                                                                   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm 
 

Sunday 10th February
Live Music - Jermey Levi                                     Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live Music - The Sharpeez – the very best of Rhythm & Blues                     The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                            Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Folk Music Session                                                                       Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
 

Monday 11th February
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult Tennis                                                                                              Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Circuit Training                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm 
Live Music - Arran Dawn                                                    Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 6.30pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, all welcome                                  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over 10s,                                  Brodick Church Hall, 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday  12th February
Healthy Outdoors Team                                     Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries                                          Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10am - 3pm
Winter Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                              Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                    Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers - Jog Scotland Beginners Group                Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak Night - two ribeye steaks & bottle of wine     Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Arran Hockey Club - Juniors (5 -14yrs)                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                               Corrie Hall, 6pm
Netball                                                                                Arran High School Gym, 7pm -8pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz                                                                      Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional Music Sessions                                                                             Brodick Bar, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                                   Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 13th February
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers                             Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am -1pm
Knit and Blether                                                Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 10.30am -12.30pm 
Arran Heritage Museum                                                          Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Chair Yoga Exercise Class                                                     St Molio’s Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Archives and Genealogy Service   Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

Dog Classes                                                                                            Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Arran Pace Makers Running Group                                                                      Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                               Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Live Music - Tim Pomeroy                                             Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 6.30pm
Tae Kwondo            Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm, Advanced Juniors & Adults, AHS, 7.30pm -8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                      Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Curry Night take away or eat in                                                   The PHT, Lamlash, 5pm - 9pm
Family Friendly Pub Quiz                                                                    The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock ’n’ Pop Bingo                                                                Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 14th February
Morning fi tness                                                           Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair Yoga Exercise Class                                                        Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum                                                             Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Steak Night - two steak dinners and a bottle of wine                      Drift Inn, Lamlash, 5pm -9pm 
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, All welcome                                    Little Rock, Brodick, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Badmington, all welcome                                                                                    Shiskine Hall, 7pm
Arran Hockey Club - Seniors (12 yrs +)                 Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm  
Arran Soul Choir                                       Community Theatre, Arran High School, 7pm - 9pm            
Brodick Embroidery Group                                               Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Body Blitz                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz                                                  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 15th February
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum                                                   Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo                                 Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live Music - Mike Bailey                                                Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday Night Quiz                                                             Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Jazz Cafe Band                                                                              Whiting Bay Hall, 8pm - 11pm
              

Saturday 16th February
Flow Yoga                                                                                      Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Winter Rink Bowls  Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm 
Live Music -  The Sensational Biff Simpson          Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Music Arran presents Magnard Wind  Ensemble, Tunnell Trust winners.           Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Over 21s’ Disco                                                                                   Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 10pm
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A life less ordinary
Axel Firsoff a man with a gun, a 
feud and who courted controversy

Firso� ’s drawing of Burnbank Cottage in the book.

Alex Firso�  as he would have looked when living on Arran. 

Burnbank in High Corrie, as it looks today, where he had a feud with Robert McLellan 
who lived next door. 01_B06� rso� 02

High Corrie may today be 
a quiet, secluded clachan 
in the hills above the main 
village.

But in the 1950s it ap-
pears to have been a rath-
er more lively settlement 
with a bitter feud between 
Arran’s best known writ-
er and a gun-carrying Rus-
sian.

Much is known of the 
dramatist, poet and writ-
er Robert McLellan, who 
worked principally in the 
Scots language, and whose 
works are celebrated every 
year during the McLellan 
Festival.

The other gentleman is 
rather less well known but 
a fascinating character.

 Despite spending just a 
few short years on the is-
land he left a lasting mark 
with his book Arran with 
Camera & Sketchbook. 
The man was Axel Firsoff.

Wife and son
He came to Arran with 

his wife Marjorie and son 
George, after living in Av-
iemore, in the autumn of 
1948 and fi rst settled some-
where to the south of Whit-
ing Bay. He later moved to 
Rigside in Sannox and fi -
nally to Burnbank in High 
Corrie, where he was liv-
ing in September 1950 
when he fi nished his book.

But it was during the four 
years that he lived there 
that he had a running feud 
with McLellan, who lived 
next door, and was said to 
sleep with a loaded pistol 
under his pillow such was 
his fear of being a white 
Russian among Scottish 
Communists, with alle-
giances to the old Soviet 

Union and Ukraine, wher-
ever they may be – even in 
High Corrie.

Old locals speak of the 
antagonism between them 
and the story goes that 
Mclellan once used a fry-
ing pan to drive a horse or 
cow at him.

But the feud apart, Fir-
soff, a keen mountaineer 
and skier, certainly spent a 
great deal of time learning 
not only about the history 
of Arran, but its landscape 
– by walking its length and 
breadth – its geology, fl ora 
and fauna, its language and  
its people to write a com-
prehensive narrative on 
the island which, although 
fascinating, can be a little 
dry. He also took all of the 
photographs and drew the 
sketches.

It is quite obvious to see, 
in reading the book, how 
Firsoff became a leading 
amateur astronomer and a 
prolifi c published author 
but even in this fi eld his 
views, including those on 
extraterrestrial life, were 
controversial. And it all 
started on Arran.

While on the island, Fir-
soff acquainted himself 
with James Morrison Rol-
lo Gladstone, a former rec-
tor at St Paul’s, Rothesay, 
and a retired canon from 
the Episcopal Church who  
lived in The Manse on the 
island.

Gladstone had recently 
declared himself the rector 
of the local Sannox Con-
gregational Church, de-
spite having no authority 

whatsoever from the bish-
op. Four years into Canon 
Gladstone’s unauthorised 
takeover he proposed Axel 
Firsoff for membership of 
the British Astronomical 
Association and he  was 
elected in 1951.

But where did it all be-
gin? He was born Valde-
mar Alex Firsoff, but pre-
ferred to be called Axel, in 
the Ukraine (then part of 
Imperial Russia) on Jan-
uary 20 1910, despite nu-
merous sources implying 
he was Swedish, but he of-
ten translated Scandanavi-
an languages into English, 
which is probably the rea-
son for the confusion.

Russian revolution
Around the time that he 

was seven, the Russian 
revolution occurred and 
the Firsoff family fl ed to 
neighbouring Poland, liv-
ing in the south of the 
country, not far from the 
Czechoslovakian border, 

now known as Slovakia 
and the Czech Republic.

Their new home was 
in the region of the Tatra 
mountains, which would 
play a huge part in Firsoff’s 
future interests, because 
mountain scenery, geology 
and skiing all became sub-
jects which interested him 
greatly, and about which he 
would write many future 
books.

In the 1930s Firsoff 
gained a degree in English, 
philosophy and astronomy 
and followed this up with 
an MA in languages, both 
awarded at the Universi-
ty of Krakow. He worked 
briefl y at the Krakow Ob-
servatory. Precisely what 
Firsoff did just prior to the 
Second World War is un-
clear, although it seems 
he may have worked for a 
short time at a Swedish ob-
servatory.

As related in his later 
books, in 1939 he became 
secretary of the Federa-
tion Internationale du Ski, 
which explains his pres-
ence in Zakopane in South-
ern Poland at the time of 
competitions for that year.

However, with Germa-
ny invading Poland in Sep-
tember 1939, staying in 
that country was no longer 
an option for Firsoff, so he 
decided to live in Scotland 
which many of his Polish 
countrymen, many in the 
military, had now chosen 
as a base.

He  had become a great 
lover of mountain scen-
ery in his youth in the Ta-
tra highlands, so the choice 

of Scotland as a home was 
understandable. During the 
1950s there were stories 
that Firsoff helped sup-
ply the Norwegian resist-
ance via fi shing boats from 
Scotland during the Sec-
ond World War.

Firsoff would make 
good use of his MA trans-
lating from Scandanavi-
an and European languag-
es into English for book 
and newspaper publishers. 
That work had led to him 
becoming an author and 
being an accomplished art-
ist and photographer meant 
he could also provide many 
of the illustrations.

Third book
In 1944 his wife Marjorie 

Lillian gave birth to their 
son, George. 

By 1947 he had published 
his third book entitled The 
Unity of Europe. The same 
year he was granted British 
citizenship.

At the time The Unity of 
Europe was published Fir-
soff, his wife and young 
George were living in a 
cottage called Shunem in 
Aviemore. 

While based there he 
wrote one of the his most 
successful books, enti-

tled The Cairngorms on 
foot and ski, published in 
1949, by which time he had 
moved to Arran.

According to Firsoff, af-
ter the book’s publication 
he became an instructor for 
the British Skiing team at 
Aviemore in the build-up 
to the February 1952 Win-
ter Olympics in Oslo, but 
it is not clear how he fi t-
ted this in with living on 
Arran.

There followed the Arran 
years but by 1954 he had 
moved to Lochearnhead 
presumably so he could 
carry out research for what 
was to be his fi nal moun-
tain guidebook entitled In 
the Hills of Breadalbane, 
an account of the region in 
the southern/central Scot-
tish Highlands.

The following year he 
had moved south to Glas-
tonbury in Somerset which 
would become Firsoff’s 
permanent address for the 
rest of his life and work un-
til his death in 1981.
With thanks to John In-

glis for bringing this fasci-
nating man to my attention 
and for lending me Arran 
with Sketchbook and Cam-
era.
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Magnard are 
set to delight 
Arran audience
Highly accomplished mu-
sicians in their own right 
and equally as successful 
as an ensemble, Magnard 
Ensemble will be show-
casing their talents at an 
evening  performance tak-
ing place in Brodick Hall 
next weekend.

Hosted by Music Arran, 
and sponsored by the Tun-
nell Trust for Young Musi-
cians, Magnard Ensemble 
will delight audiences at 
their concert on Saturday 
February 16 at 7.30pm.

Performing since 2012 
the Magnard Ensemble 
have built a reputation for 
delivering high quality 
concert performances and 
dynamic educational pro-
jects. The ensemble made 
their international debut at 
the Culture and Conven-
tion Centre Lucerne, Swit-
zerland in January 2017. 

During the 2014/2015 
season, the quintet simul-
taneously held a cham-
ber music fellowship at the 
Royal Academy of Music, 
as well as the inaugural 
joint fellowship between 
the RAM Open Academy 
and Wigmore Hall Learn-

Accomplished performers Magnard Ensemble will be 
showcasing their talents in Brodick. 

ing. Currently the ensem-
ble are selected artists for 
the CAVATINA Cham-
ber Music Trust, the Tillett 
Trust Young Artist Plat-
form and the Tunnell Trust.

Not just performers of es-
tablished music, Magnard 
Ensemble are also known 
for their passion for new 
music. They have pre-
miered works by emerg-
ing composers such as 
Leo Geyer for Lord May-
or’s composition prize, and 
Ewan Campbell for Lis-
tenpony and were invited 
to be the resident ensem-
ble for East Anglia young 
composer competition in 
2018.

The players all follow 
their own professional per-
forming careers, appear-
ing as soloists, chamber 
musicians and with or-
chestras including London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Southbank Sinfonia, Roy-
al Northern Sinfonia, the 
BBC orchestras, and major 
UK opera orchestras.

During 2016, their Re-
volting Rhymes and Mar-

vellous Music project was 
launched nationwide to 
celebrate the centenary of 
Roald Dahl’s birth, in part-
nership with Paul Patter-
son, Martin Butler, the City 
Music Foundation and Mu-
sic Link International. Fea-
tured on BBC Radio 3’s ‘In 
Tune’ programme in Sep-
tember 2016, the ensemble 
has delivered concerts and 
workshops at festivals and 
venues across the country.

As per usual with Music 
Arran concerts the seating 
will be in a café style and 
refreshments will be avail-
able.

Tickets at £10 per person 
are available, on-line from 
www.arranevents.com, in 
Inspirations in Brodick or 
at the door. 

Any young people or stu-
dents, along with one ac-
companying adult, will be 
welcomed free .

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Wed - Fri 11am to 3.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

Drama Festival
Thursday 21st, Friday 22nd 

and Saturday 23rd February
Adjudicator: Mr Ronnie Mackie

Arran Community Theatre
Arran High School, Lamlash

Doors Open 7.00pm– Curtain up 7.30pm

Tickets £7 each
Available at 
Book & Card Shop from 
Mon 18th to 
Thu 21st @12 noon, 
or at the door

A Dog’s Life
Play by Pam Valentine
Lamlash Junior Drama Club

Home at Last
Comedy by Eileen Brandon
Whiting Bay Youth Group

Girl on an Empty Swing
Play by Allana Knight
Lamlash Junior Drama Club
Chips with Vinegar
Play by Harry Glass
Lamlash Drama Club

We’ll Go No More A Reivin’
Scots Legend by James Scotland
Shiskine Junior Drama

Rest in Pieces
Comedy by James Cooke
Whiting Bay Music & Drama

Thursday 21st Feb

Friday 22st Feb

Saturday 23rd Feb

Marigold Mews
A Farce by Peter Rolls

Shiskine SWI

Between a Writer’s Block
and a Hard Place

Comedy by Rory Morrison
The Young Ones

Numquam Non Paratas
Comedy by Andy McNamara 
Whiting Bay Music & Drama

Isle of Arran Drama Association
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

JANUARY

Wintering flocks a
January highlight

White-fronted goose, one 
of � ve species of goose on 
Arran in January.
Photo: Jim Cassels. 

In comparison to last Jan-
uary, January 2019 was as 
cold but was considerably 
drier with almost a third 
of the rain of the previ-
ous January. With snow at 

Jack Snipe, a well-camou� aged winter visitor.
Photo: Dennis Morrison.

A gannet which has made 
an early return from warmer 
climes. Photo: David Hogg. 

Fulmar – early exploration 
of nesting cli� s.
Photo: Carl Reavey.

 
Goldcrest was the smallest European bird visiting gardens 
in January. Photo: Brian Couper. 

times even to low levels, 
the weather was not condu-
cive to being out of doors. 
Nevertheless almost 100 
species were reported.

Highlights included: eight 

woodcock above Pirnmill 
on 16th and fi ve Jack Snipe 
by Sliddery Shore on 23rd. 
Both are species which 
move out of the colder con-
tinent in the winter. Other 
highlights included four 
goosander off Balliekine 
shore on 10th, a moorhen 
on Mossend Pond on 22nd, 
a little grebe on Fisher-
man’s walk on 27th and a 
dipper at Glenashdalewater 
Foot also on 27th.  

In addition there were re-
ports of all three divers in-
cluding: four Great North-
ern diver off Pladda on 9th, 
four black-throated diver 
in Sannox Bay on 26th and 
two red-throated diver off 
Imachar on 28th.

Five species of geese 

were reported namely: two 
white-fronted geese with 
480 greylag geese in the 
Shiskine Valley on 1st, 12 
Canada geese in Clachaig 
on 3rd, two pale-breasted 
brent geese on Silver Sands 
on 6th and 92 pink-footed 
geese in Sliddery on 8th. 

A solitary whooper swan 
in the Shiskine Valley 
throughout the month was 
probably the same bird that 
has been reported all last 
year that did not appear to 
migrate north at the end of 
last winter. Other wintering 
wildfowl included: 75 teal 
at Carlo on 4th, two gold-
eneye on Coire Fhionn Lo-
chan on 10th and 45 wig-
eon at Sliddery on 27th.

Mixed fl ock
Wintering fl ocks includ-

ed: 17 turnstone on Silver 
Sands on 2nd, 110 curlew 
in Corriecravie on 4th, six 
purple sandpiper on Silver 
Sands on 6th, 40 jackdaw 
in Catacol on 14th, 80 lap-
wing in Shiskine in 17th, 
12 golden plover in Cat-
acol Bay on 19th, a mixed 
fl ock of over 100 fi eldfare 
and redwing in Shiskine on 
23rd and 111 common gull 
at Clauchlands on 27th. 
There were no January re-
ports of waxwing or bram-
bling.

Interesting garden birds 
in January included: a 
great spotted woodpeck-
er in Lamlash on 25th, ten 
long-tailed tit in Torbeg 
also on 25th and on 28th 
two bullfi nch in Margan-
aheglish and a goldcrest 
plus a treecreeper in Cor-
rie.  In a future Bird Note 
there will be a report on 

the Arran RSPB Big Gar-
den Birdwatch Weekend of 
January 26 to 28.

While there was only one 
record of returning less-
er black-backed gull, Cat-
acol Bay on 24th, and 
only one record of return-
ing gannet, Lamlash Bay 
on 30th, shelduck were on 
numerous coastal territo-
ries including Auchenhew, 
Clauchlands, Cosyden, 
Drumadoon, Fisherman’s 
Walk, Kildonan, Kilpat-
rick, King’s Cave and Pirn-
mill.  Other signs of ap-
proaching spring included: 
18 courting eider in Whit-
ing Bay on 17th,  display-
ing golden eagle over 
Lochranza on 23rd, three 
fulmar visiting nest sites 
in Catacol on 25th and a 
blackbird singing in Lam-
lash on 28th.  But the win-
ter is not over yet.

Enjoy your birding
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ 

to me at Kilpatrick Ken-
nels, Kilpatrick, Black-
waterfoot, KA27 8EY, or 
e mail me at jim@arran-
birding.co.uk  I look for-
ward to hearing from you.  
For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2017 and vis-
it this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk
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THE ARRAN BANNER 20 YEARS AGO
Saturday February 6, 1999

Fighting back 
Village stores and post offi ces around Ar-
ran may be eligible for relief of 50 per cent 
on their business rates. With small shops 
all over the island fi ghting what many 
think is a losing battle against the Co-op, 
this may look like a positive step in aiding 
the village shops’ fi ghtback.
 But not every small shopkeeper may ben-
efi t.

The provisions apply to general stores 
and post offi ces in designated rural settle-
ments, which includes all settlements on 
Arran.

But does Muchie’s Stores in Lamlash, 
which has no post offi ce, but must com-
pete with Co-op stores in both Lamlash 
and Brodick, qualify?

For this move towards helping the small 
shopkeeper to strike back is to have any 
impact, surely all stores on Arran, except 

Can you see your face in it yet? Rachel Phillips, Helen Boyd, Dorothy Cross and 
Peggy Grundy prepare the copper for the new season at Brodick Castle. 01_B06twe03

the Co-op and possibily Alldays, would 
have to be eligible for rate relief.

Castle clear-up
The Friends of Brodick Castle have been 
hard at work this week preparing the cas-
tle grounds for the opening in April.

And there is so much to clear up follow-
ing the devastation to the castle grounds 
by the Boxing Day storms at the end of 
last year. 

There are logs, twigs, fallen tree trunks, 
tangled brush and bracken everywhere. 
Some cleared from the west end of the 
castle this week may date from as far back 
as 1860.

These happy helpers do not actually cut 
down damaged trees but follow the main 
contractor, sawing the brush left into man-
ageable bits and piling it on to bonfi res, 
which give off a strong, but unusually 
sweet-smelling smoke.

Friends of Brodick Castle ahead of their clear up work. 01_B06twe01

The friends are hard at 
work clearing trees before 
burning them on bon� res. 
01_B06twe02

Readers will have seen the odd colour picture creeping into the 20 years ago pages. 
Clearly in 1999 colour photographs began being circulated with press releases, although 
the Banner was still printed in black and white, as was the case here with the launch of 
the new civil marriages guide by North Ayrshire Council. Seen here are Arran registrar 
Eileen Gri�  n with North Ayrshire’s principal registrar Sandra McGregor. The photo was 
by Stevenston photographer John Keachie, who is still to the fore. 01_B06twe05

New postmistress 
Naomi Paul settles 

behind her counter 
ready to serve stamps, 

advise on postage 
rates and deal with 

pension books. Four-
year-old Naomi won 

this post o�  ce set last 
week in a Padraig Post 
competition. 01_B06twe04
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Classifi eds

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

UNDER

£50
FREE!

Drive Times
UNDER £50

Hybrid pullets for sale   
Tel: 01770 860358.
Trio point of lay Bluebells 
Tel: 01770 860358
Two drawer fi ling cabinet 
with fi le inserts and keys. 
H 71cm, W 36cm, D 62cm, 
very good condition. £15. 
Tel 01770 700241.

WANTED

Old Tools Wanted - Espe-
cially carpentry hand tools 
such as planes, chisels etc. 
Anything old and interest-
ing considered. Cash wait-
ing. Call Peter on 07481 
108799. Lochranza.

OVER £50
Massey Ferguson 135 load-
er and buckets £145 Please 
call 01770 870307.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Public Notices

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars. To see 

all the images from our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk£5.95

including
P&P*

FROM

* Additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£3.95
including

P&P*

FROM

1/2 PRICE SALE
Scottish Calendars 2019

HOME HELP NEEDED
 for general cleaning for 2 hours a week in

modern Lamlash bungalow 
Please send applications to:

Arran Banner Box No 24
Douglas Centre, Brodick, Isle of Arran  

KA27 8AJ

Machrie Bay Golf Cub’s AGM 
will be held at 7.30pm on 
Thursday 21st March in 

Machrie Hall. 

All Members welcome.

Unison 
AGM

Monday 25th February 2019
Council Offi ces, Lamlash

4.45pm till 6pm

Old Byre Showroom Machrie/
Byre at Brodick

Exciting full time and part time positions are 
available within our business. We are seek-
ing enthusiastic individuals with excellent 
people skills who have a genuine interest 
in clothing. They must be highly motivated, 
proactive and computer literate.
The range of responsibilities across these 
roles will include sales and merchandising, 
website writing and updating, stock man-
agement and accounting. Experience in 
some of these areas is expected although 
full training will be given. The full time post 
will be predominantly based at Machrie. 
This is an excellent opportunity to bring 
your skills into our team.

Please apply in writing with CV to 
lorna@oldbyre.co.uk
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CHURCH NOTICES

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Strathpuffer is a true test of mettle
There we were on the A9, 
14 of us in a mini-bus, 
heading back home to Ar-
ran, hauling a trailer full of 
bikes, tents, camping kit 
and all we needed to sur-
vive the Strathpuffer 24-
hour mountain bike endur-
ance race.
 Eleven pupils from Ar-
ran High and three adult 
supervisors, only one of 
whom had slept in a bed 
the night before. Exhaust-
ed, absolutely exhaust-
ed. Except for Stuart who 
was still yattering on, for 
a short while at least. It 
was so worthwhile. A great 
weekend. The race site is 
on Forestry Commission 
land, a Scots Pine forest 
with many walks and trails. 
We had pitched up between 
trees and a large grass area 
that was covered in frozen 
snow. Very cold and ap-
parently the toughest year 
since this event started 14 
years ago.

‘Le Mans’ start
AHSMTB Club had en-

tered two teams, one a 
mixed quad and the oth-
er a schools’ mixed team 
of eight, although we only 
had six riders in ours. The 
race began at 10am on Sat-
urday morning with a clas-
sic ‘Le Mans’ start and our 
fi rst pupils racing were 
James and Louie who, with 
a little imagination man-The youngsters try to keep warm in the marquee with all their provisions to hand. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 10th February
Pirnmill and Lochranza 

Churches together, 10.15am 
Morning Worship including 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper at Pirnmill.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship including 
the Sacrament of the

Lord’s Supper.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 

Morning Worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Ser-

vice of Worship in Montrose 
House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 10th February

Holy Communion 11 am.
Rev Canon Simon Mackenzie

Coffee after service
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 10th February
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a fel-

lowship to share”
Sunday 10th February

Mrs Liz Clarke
Kilmory - 10 am, Lamlash - 

11.30 am. 
All welcome, including fami-

lies; children’s area
Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 10th February

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am. Tea and 
coffee will be served in the 
Transept after the service.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 10th February
Shiskine - service at 12 noon 

- Induction of new Elder.
No evening Service

in Brodick 
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 10th February
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 
Left of the Douglas Hotel, 
opposite the ferry terminal.
Telephone 700346, 820 223 
Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 10th February

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 10th February
Sunday Mass 11am

Arran Golfers
Association
Sunday February 3, Win-
ter League Duncan Tro-
phy at Shiskine Golf 
Club. Due to the weath-
er and ground conditions 
the games was played lat-
er and only played over 12 
holes. Thanks to Stewart 
and his team for the superb 
condition of the course. 

Alan Dunlop and his 
team kept the golfers fed 
and watered and the food 
was fi rst class.

All three matches end-
ed in a draw with Lamlash 
still in the driving seat, 
ahead of the fi nal round 
at home, but Whiting Bay 

and Brodick are ready to 
pounce.

Shiskine 2 drew with 
Lamlash 2, Corrie 2 
drew with Brodick 2 and 
Machrie Bay 2 drew with 
Whiting Bay 2. The ta-
ble is currently as fol-
lows: Lamlash 7pts, Whit-
ing Bay 5pts, Brodick 5pts, 
Machrie Bay 4pts, Shiskine 
2pts, Corrie 1pts.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday February 3, Whit-
ing Bay v Machrie Bay at 
Shiskine. After a few days 
of seriously wintry weath-
er the fourth round of the 
Winter League was re-
duced to 12-hole matches 
over Shiskine with the tee 
times put back slightly.

Whiting Bay battled out 
a tie draw with Machrie, 
both sides winning two 
matches each. This leaves 
WBGC and Brodick, 
which play each other in 

the fi nal round, sharing 
second place in the series, a 
point behind Lamlash with 
the fi nal round to played at 
Lamlash.

Fixtures: Sunday Febru-
ary 10, Winter Cup round 
fi ve, one draw at 10am.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday February 4, Win-
ter Cup. 1 J McGovern 
72-10=62. Magic twos, A 
Napier and J McGovern.

Fixtures: Saturday Febru-
ary 9, 18 Hole Sweep, bal-
lots at 9am and 1pm. Mon-
day February 11, Winter 
Cup, ballot at noon.

Brodick Golf Club
Fixture: Sunday February 
10, Brandon Qualifi er, 9am 
and noon.

Bruces lift Boyd Trophy
The results of the Arran Bridge Club aggregate com-
petition played on Monday January 28 were: N/S 1 
Dougie and Margaret Bruce, 2 John Baraclough and 
Jim Peacock, 3 Pat Adamson and Brenda Livingstone. 
E/W 1 Giorsal Kroner and Tom Kelly, 2 David Hen-
derson and Anne McKelvie, 3 Ellie Jones and Elaine 
Duncan.

The result of the Boyd Trophy played on Thursday 
January 31 were: 1 Dougie and Margaret Bruce, 2 
John Baraclough and Jennifer Wales, 3 Jan and John 
Beattie.

Corrie Golf Club.
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Strathpuffer is a true test of mettle

Arran riders prepare for one of the night stages. 

aged to be the fi rst to get 
to their bikes, which was a 
real advantage. Excitement 
was palpable amongst the 
hundreds of competitors 
and their support teams. 
Louie was the 20th rider 
back home with an excel-
lent sub-50 minutes circuit, 
James arriving minutes 
later. The transition was 
good and off went Luke 
next with Stuart not far be-
hind. First casualty home 
… Luke, with a grazed 
knee and staved wrist. The 
course was treacherous be-
cause of lying ice and hard-
ened, rutted single track. At 
some points it was better to 
ride off track to avoid un-
predictable surfaces.

An excited Eilidh was 
next for the quad team, 
with Gregor four minutes 
later. Both came back safe 
and sound but fi nding the 
conditions extremely dif-
fi cult. Although there was 
snow on the ground none 
was falling, for which we 
were all grateful. Mean-
while, back in our base tent 
the wood burning stove, 
along with sun beating 
through the plastic man-
aged to get the temperature 
up to a ridiculous 27°C.

Next out was Charlie, the 
last of the quad team and 
then Patryk, both com-
ing back in under an hour 
and by this time requir-

ing lights to negotiate the 
tricky course. We had real-
ised that most of the other 
teams had been to Strath-
peffer before and some 
of them practised on the 
course too, so the times our 
riders were getting were 
very good indeed. The 
quad team sent out Louie 
again whilst Sid was out 
for his fi rst run.

Buzzing
 The resting riders in the 

tent were buzzing. Try-
ing to get them to eat prop-
erly was becoming diffi -
cult, as they were on such 
a high sustenance wasn’t 
a concern. Daisy was the 
last of our pupils to ride 
the circuit and came home 
in a good time. Euan and 
Mrs Dick went back to the 
bunkhouse to sleep, as they 
were both driving home 
the following day, leaving 
Robert, Blair and myself 
to fi x the bikes, generators, 
stove and kids.

By this time of night the 
outside temperature had 
dropped to under 3°C be-
low and we were fi nd-
ing out how the new wood 
burner was performing. 
At times, as it was a wood 
burner for tents, we found 
it clogged up very easily 
and the temperature inside 
dropped below 10°C, so a 
lot of work was done trying 
to free it from ash. Without 

it we would have struggled 
with the intense cold.

2am. The riders are start-
ing to fl ag, sleeping bags 
are coming out but every-
one is refusing to succumb 
to the tiredness and cold. 
Hot soup is drunk, bis-
cuits nibbled, the chairs are 
all much nearer the stove. 
Bikes are being worked 
on after each leg and we 
are now fi nding that dur-
ing the walk from the tent 
to the start line, about 500 
metres, the derailleurs are 
freezing up. Patryk and 
Luke each came back with 
only one gear working, 
which was a tough call. Ice 
is on the underside of every 
bike and they have to thaw 
out before maintenance.

4 am. Most riders are 
now sleeping around the 
stove when they aren’t on 
the trail. Waking them for 
their next ride is tricky and 
it takes time for them to 
rouse. We all know what 
it’s like to only get a cou-
ple of hours sleep, when 
your body is crying out for 
more and these pupils then 
had to get changed into 
cycle kit, go out in freez-
ing conditions and ride a 
treacherous course, in the 
dark. One positive was that 
at that time of night there 
weren’t as many competi-
tors out, so our riders wer-
en’t being held up by slow-
er ones.

Good spirits
6am. All the riders are 

now dozing or asleep, 
when not riding or getting 
prepared, but by near dawn 
Gregor is feeling better, as 
is Daisy, so they are going 
to do one last lap for their 
team, who sorely missed 
them. Stuart had had to do 
two continuous laps to help 
out.

Dawn came with clear 
skies and the threatened 
snow didn’t appear. Every-
one was in good spirits 
and keen for the last push. 
We only had two hours to 
go.  Both teams knew they 
were doing very well so 
were getting quite excited 
and found renewed energy.

Well done to all the Arran 
riders who participated, it 
was a real achievement. 
Results and standings can 
be found on the Strathpuff-
er website.

Thanks to Robert Mc-
Neice for all the hard work 

he has done in putting this 
trip together. It was a total-
ly different event from an-
ything that AHSMTB Club 
has been involved with be-
fore and was much more 
complicated, but Robert 
had all the bases covered. 

Thanks also to Duncan, 
Greig and Darryl for the 
loan of generators, Coun-
ty Carpets for fl oor cov-
ering, Arran Energy for 
fuel, Phyllis and Ian for the 
transportation and Kinloch 
Hotel for the marquee and 
catering equipment.

 Steve Garraway
Huddled in their sleeping bags and trying to get some 
sleep.

A rider sets o�  on a night stage of the challenge. 

Stuart Logan prepares his bike for the challenge. 
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INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Strathpu� er is a true 
test of mettle

Arran Banner, Saturday 9 February, 2019

Team takes on 24-hour 
bike endurance test

The team tries to keep warm round the wood-burning stove. 

When it comes to moun-
tain bike challenges, they 
don’t come much tougher 
or more rewarding than the 
Strathpuffer – the legend-
ary 24-hour mountain bike 
endurance event held every 
year in the Highlands in the 
middle of winter.

This year 11 members of  
Arran High School moun-
tain bike club, support-
ed by three adult supervi-
sors, took on the challenge 
with some excellent perfor-
mances.

The Strathpuffer24 is 
held at the end of January 
in Strathpeffer in freez-

ing temperatures, with 17 
hours of darkness and miles 
upon miles of gruelling ter-
rain.

It is brutal mix of ice, 
wind, hail, mud and snow 
and this year was the cold-
est in the 14 years it has 
been held.

See full report and more
photos on page 23

The Arran team at 
the Strathpu� er24.

Hundreds of participants take part in the event. 


