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Ambitious plans have been 
unveiled for a brand new 
18-hole golf course which 
could bring a £20 million 
investment to the island.

And with the legendary 
Welsh golfer Ian Woos-
nam one of the course de-
signers, along with part-
ner English professional 
David J Russell, it would 
seem it has some serious 
credentials.

The owners of Dou-
garie Estate have hired the 
RAW golf design agency to 
come up with plans for the 
new links course, which 
at 6,785 yards would easi-
ly be the longest of all the 
courses on Arran.

The development would 
be on the existing Machrie 
Bay Golf Club, extended 
to surrounding agricultur-
al land to create the new 
course, driving range, prac-
tice facilities, clubhouse, 
parking and lodges.

However, the estate’s 
Jamie Gibbs, who was on 

Arran last weekend, told 
the Banner that the pres-
ent club members were ful-
ly aware of the proposed 
plans, which are still at an 
early stage, and support 
the concept. He says they 
are looking at the possi-
bility of providing a new 
nine-hole golf course for 
the members of the exist-
ing Machrie course to mit-
igate the loss of their fa-
cility to the east of their 
present site.

Certainly a considera-
ble amount of prepara-
tion work has already been 
carried out by London 
and North Berwick-based 
golf design team and a re-
quest has now been made 
to North Ayrshire Council 
planners to have an envi-
ronmental impact assess-
ment carried out – which 
would proceed any plan-
ning application.

In a statement in sup-
port of their request for 
the screening  option, the 
course designers say: ‘The 

New £20m golf course 
proposed for Machrie

Douglas Hotel owner Sean Hendry, centre, with the top table ahead of the annual Burns Supper at the Brodick Hotel 
last Friday. Pictured left to right are: Megan Hamill, piper Ali Hume, Fiona Hume, Sheila Gilmore, Jim Lees and Allan 
Nicol. For more on this story, turn to page three.

Continued on page two

Burns night in Brodick

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk
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FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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If you have a minute 
why not take our (very) 

short survey and be 
in with a chance to 

win £20 of 
shopping vouchers

CLICK HERE TO BEGIN
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The map showing the proposed layout of the course.

Continued from page one
site has enormous poten-
tial for a golf course. It is 
of the requisite size for a 
modern-day facility and 
associated amenities, it is 
gently undulating with pre-
dominantly sandy soil and 
free draining. It affords the 
opportunity for the routing 
to wind down through the 
site towards the coast and 
offers fantastic views out 
over the Kilbrannan Sound 
towards the Kintyre Penin-
sula.’

The company says that 
following discussion with 
both Scottish Natural 
Heritage and North Ayr-
shire planning on site the 
have taken recognition of 
the protected areas in and 
around the site and rede-
signed their original pro-
posal to remove any ele-
ments of the project from 
within those areas.

Low intrusion
The company states: ‘Our 

intention is to develop a 
low intrusion golf course 
only in the areas outside 
the protected areas, with 
a minimum of ground 
disturbance, maintain-
ing wild grassland areas, 
and a management regime 
which respects character 
of the site. This approach 
will both reduce the impact 
on the protected areas and 
help replicate the character 
of traditional Scottish golf 
courses which take advan-
tage of the natural features 
of the landscape. This will 
be a core design principle 
and it is our intention that 
once completed the course 
should appear as though it 
has always been there.

‘We will continue to en-
gage with North Ayrshire 
Council Planners, SNH, 
SEPA and Historic Envi-
ronment Scotland through-
out the course of the devel-
opment to ensure that the 

project is sympathetic to 
the site and becomes an as-
set to the island.

‘This proposal would rep-
resent a considerable in-
vestment in the tourist in-
frastructure of Arran and 
present a range of employ-
ment and economic bene-
fi ts to the island. It is esti-
mated that the development 
could attract up to £20 mil-
lion investment, with sub-
stantial projected annual 
income to the course and 
surrounding area annually.

‘It will provide a range of 
employment opportunities 
on site and associated em-
ployment on Arran itself. 
It will also bring increased 
spending power to the area 
and increased numbers of 
golfers to the other golf 
courses on the island. The 
aim of this development is 
to create a high standard 
18-hole golf course and as-
sociated facilities, which 
in conjunction with the ex-
isting courses on Arran, 
will establish the island as 
a high profi le and viable 
golfi ng destination.

‘We are excited about 

this opportunity, the quali-
ty of the site, the views it 
affords, the potential the 
island holds and we look 
forward to working close-
ly with all relevant agen-
cies in helping deliver this 
project.’

Dougarie is a 27,000 acre 
sporting estate which has 
been in the Gibbs fami-
ly since 1972. Its original 
owner Stephen Gibbs died 
in November 2017 aged 
88, but before then his son 
Jamie took over the day-to-
day running of the estate.

Jamie said: ‘We are cur-
rently undertaking a feasi-
bility study of expanding 
the golf course at Machrie. 
This is to safeguard golf 
here for future genera-
tions for both islanders 
and visitors. We will con-
tinue to work closely with 
the MBGC committee who 
are fully aware of our pro-
posed plans and are sup-
portive of the concept and 
outlined drawings. We will 
look to update everyone on 
any progress as and when 
we have more detailed in-
formation.’

Front Nine Yards Par Back Nine Yards Par
1 520 5 10 420 4
2 355 4 11 170 3
3 430 4 12 435 4
4 175 3 13 500 5
5 390 4 14 155 3
6 505 5 15 415 4
7 400 4 16 420 4
8 190 3 17 390 4
9 405 4 18 510 5

3370 36 3415 36
Total 6785 72

18 hole course

Yards Par
1 335 4
2 165 3
3 395 4
4 305 4
5 120 3
6 340 4
7 145 3
8 370 4
9 445 5

Total 2620 34

9 hole course

New £20m golf course 
proposed for Machrie

SPT’s operations com-
mittee has awarded a new 
fi ve-year contract to main-
tain local bus services 
across Arran worth an esti-
mated total contract value 
of £4.2 million.

Councillor Donald Reid, 
the North Ayrshire repre-
sentative on SPT, and the 
operations committee wel-
comed the safeguarding of 
the vital bus links through-
out the year, saying: ‘With-
out this subsidy its unlike-
ly that users would fi nd the 
service affordable or main-
taining services over the 
winter.’

Services will continue to 
be provided by Western 
Buses, part of Stagecoach 
West Scotland, who were 
the sole tenderer.

SPT’s operations com-
mittee has awarded 39 lo-
cal bus service contracts, 
worth more than £15 mil-
lion. The contracts award-

ed cover Argyll and Bute, 
East Ayrshire, East Dun-
bartonshire, Glasgow City, 
Inverclyde, North Ayr-
shire, North Lanarkshire, 
Renfrewshire, South Ayr-
shire, South Lanarkshire, 
and West Dunbartonshire 
council areas.

Chairman of SPT oper-
ations committee David 
Wilson said: ‘This is a sub-
stantial investment for SPT 
to ensure that communi-
ties remain connected to a 
wealth of services for work 

and leisure across the West 
of Scotland.  These ser-
vices are often a lifeline 
for many at weekends and 
evenings.

‘However, as this is the 
public purse, we must al-
ways ensure that we are 
providing the best val-
ue for money when seek-
ing contracts.  SPT carries 
out a full needs analysis 
for each specifi c journey it 
subsidises so it can demon-
strate value for money for 
all contracts awarded.’

New five-year contract for 
Arran bus services awarded

The contract renewal will provide stability to the service.

Sheep graze in the � elds which would become part of the new golf course at Machrie.
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Coffee morning 
for Erskine
Lamlash Guild are hold-
ing a coffee morning in 
Lamlash Church Hall on 
Wednesday February 6 
from 10.15am till noon 
in aid of Erskine Care 
Homes.

Erskine provides support 
to veterans in Scotland in 
four care homes and a vet-
eran village, caring with 
compassion and under-
standing for nearly 1,000 
residents each year. As 
a result Erskine needs to 
raise £10 million each year 
to support the veterans in 
their care.

Burns at the
Douglas
The Douglas Hotel held 
their eighth Burns Supper 
last Friday night and by 
all accounts was one of the 
best yet.

The evening was chaired 
in his own inimitable style 
by Allan Nicol, who had a 
busy weekend performing 
at the Lamlash Burns Sup-
per the following evening. 

Ali Hume pipes in the top table. 01_B05douglas02

The event was attended by 
both locals and visitors, 
including a couple from 
Glasgow celebrating their 
silver wedding anniversa-
ry who had never attended 
a Burns Supper.

After Selkirk Grace and 
the soup course, the haggis 
was piped in by Ali Hume 
and addressed by Jim Lees 

who also gave the Immor-
tal Memory.

Music was provided dur-
ing the evening by the 
Montrose House Cei-
lidh Band, led by Jim Ar-
nold, with Burns songs per-
formed by Megan Hamill.

Allan Nicol gave the Toast 
to the lassies with the reply 
from Sheila Gilmore. There 
were also readings by Shei-
la (Tam o’Shanter), Allan 
(Holy Willie’s Prayer) and 
Fiona Hume (To a Mouse).

The evening was rounded 
off by an entertaining vote 
of thanks by Sean Hendry 
before the company gath-
ered in the singing of Auld 
Lang Syne.

For more, turn to pages 
four and fi ve.The company who enjoyed the Burns Supper. 01_B05douglas04

Chairman Allan Nicol welcomes guests as the top table 
look on. 01_B05douglas03

Rugby legend Gregor Townsend... 
Fishing on the Tay... Borders under 

the spotlight... Horse hero Ian Stark.. 
Stan Laurel’s Caledonian roots... 

Pheasant recipes... Stuart MacRae...

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
MARCH 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW
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A night to remember the Bard
More than 60 Burns enthu-
siasts enjoyed a thorough-
ly entertaining night at the 
Lamlash Burns Club annu-
al supper last Friday in the 
golf club.

The main speaker for the 
evening, who gave the Im-
mortal Memory, was for-
mer prison governor and 
fi ne after-dinner speaker 
Robbie Glen, who has ad-
dressed Burns suppers all 
over the world. And he en-
tertained the gathering with 
some amusing tales from 
his time spent at, among 
others, Barlinnie and Dun-
gavel prisons before mov-
ing on to recount the life 
and work of the Bard.

The evening began with 
the traditional Selkirk 
Grace delivered, with a 
couple of extra verses of 
his own, by Douglas Auld. 
The haggis was piped in by 
Ross Kerr and, keeping it 
in the family, his dad Gra-

Words and pictures 
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

ham delivered the address 
to the haggis.

Chairman Gordon Kin-
niburgh kept the proceed-
ings moving along well in 
his own inimitable style –
probably as well it was a 
male-only gathering! Lat-
er Willie Robertson found 
himself ‘stitched up’ to de-
liver his Toast to the las-
sies, but he did so with hu-
mour and aplomb.

There was singing dur-
ing the evening by Peter 
Wilson and Archie Nicol 
and the company and rec-
itations by Jock Kelso and 
Tony van Breugel, who de-
livered an excellent rendi-
tion of Death and Dr Horn-
book. Allan Nicol also 
gave a fi ne telling of Tam 
o’ Shanter.

Rory Cowan delivered 
the Toast to Lamlash Burns 
Club with Colin Currie 
making the reply. 

The evening was round-
ed off by a piping medley 
by Ross Kerr and the com-
pany singing Auld Lang 
Syne.

Peter Wilson performs a 
Burns song. 01_B05lamlash03

Graham Kerr cuts into the haggis during his address. 
01_B05lamlash02

Robbie Glen delivers the Immortal Memory. 01_B05lamlash04

Tony van Breugel with his prop for Death and Dr Horn-
book. 01_B05lamlash06

A recitiation by Jock Kelso under the Lamlash Burns Club banner. 01_B05lamlash09

Allan Nicol recites Tam o’ Shanter. 01_B05lamlash10

for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.theaspa.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

relax at the
ASPA

For those looking to unwind, our skilled
therapists are on hand to provide relaxing

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of face and body
treatments using the finest products from

ESPA and ISHGA.

open daily from
9am for a range of
face and body
treatments

treat 
yourself to a 

mini facial
for just

£40
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A night to remember the Bard

Ross Kerr pipes in the haggis. 01_B05lamlash01 The gathering enjoys Robbie 
Glen’s address. 01_B05lamlash05

Chairman Gordon Kinniburgh keeps proceedings in order. 01_B05lamlash07

Willie Robertson gives 
his Toast to the lassies. 

01_B05lamlash08
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insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.
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Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

Get ready for a
Day in the Dark
On Saturday February 2, 
Corrie Film Club hosts its 
free mini fi lm festival Day 
in the Dark in the Corrie 
and Sannox village hall.

This year, as always, 
there will be a chance to 
see a variety of fi lms be-
tween 10 in the morning 
and 10 at night as well as 
the chance to socialise over 
lunch and supper provid-
ed by members. Everyone 
is welcome and please feel 
free to dip in and out at any 
time to any fi lm.

Welcome revival
The programme begins at 

10am with Scottish shorts 
and coffee followed at 
10.45am by the David Niv-
en 1946 classic, directed 
by Michael Powell, A Mat-
ter of Life and Death (U) 
which is currently enjoying 
a welcome revival. This 
will be followed by a lunch 
break, with soup, bread 
and cheese provided from 
12.30pm till  1pm.

Recently, at Day in the 
Dark, organisers have cho-
sen two fi lms from an out-
standing actor’s repertoire. 
This year it is Dustin Hoff-
man and the fi rst of the 
chosen fi lms will be the 
Oscar winning and extraor-

dinary  Lenny (15) which 
will start at 1pm

At 2.50pm time for com-
edy with The Odd Cou-
ple (U) with the incompa-
rable Jack Lemmon and 
Walter Matthau  followed 
at 4.30pm by tea and cake.

Then, at 4.45pm, comes 
the fi lm that cemented 
Dustin Hoffman’s career, 
the celebrated and ground-
breaking, The Graduate 
(15), the fi lm that changed 
the face of modern fi lm 
and has defi ned a whole 
generation.

After The Graduate the 
audience can all enjoy sup-
per together of baked pota-
toes and fi llings as well as 
other treats at 6.30pm.

Finally, at 7.30pm, those 
attending will settle down 
to enjoy a classic David 
Lean movie - you might 
remember that the festi-
val  has already shown his 
other epics Doctor Zhiva-
go and  Lawrence of Ara-
bia. This year it will be the 
Irish tale of passion and 
treason  Ryan’s Daughter 
(15).

Please feel welcome at 
any or a few or all these 
fi lms! Admission free. 
BYOB.

New round of fund bidding under way 
Local groups and individu-
als on Arran are being giv-
en an opportunity to se-
cure much-needed funds 
as North Ayrshire Council 
has confi rmed that the the 
island will be the latest lo-
cality hosting a Participa-
tory Budgeting event.

Six localities
These events were fi rst 

rolled out in 2016 – across 
the council’s six localities - 
and proved hugely success-
ful with a raft of groups re-
ceiving signifi cant sums of 
money. And the process is 
underway again on Arran, 
culminating in ‘Decision 
Day’ on Saturday March 
23. Applicants are invited 
to bid for up to £1,000.

Applications should 
demonstrate that fund-
ing would help improve 

at least one of the follow-
ing on Arran:  reducing so-
cial isolation, improving 
community well-being and 
moving around the island 
(e.g. cycling, walking) and 
improvements to accessi-
bility for outdoor activities.

An additional £5,000 is 
available from North Ayr-
shire Green Health Part-
nership for bids of up to 
£1,000. Bids should help 
improve nature-based ac-
tivities on the island and 
a separate application is 
available.

Closing date for 
applications – which 
you can get by emailing 
participatorybudgeting@
north-ayrshire.gov.uk - 
is February 25 at 5pm. 
Applications can also be 
collected from Brodick 

Library. Those who are on 
the shortlist will be invited 
to Decision Day at Arran 
High School from 10.30am 
to 1pm, where they will 
make a bid for funding in a 
‘marketplace’ format.

Local residents are invit-
ed to the event to decide 
which projects to fund. 
They will vote for the pro-
jects that they believe will 
most benefi t their commu-
nity and support their local 
priorities. Voting is open to 
anyone aged eight and over 
who lives, works or volun-
teers on the island.

Empowerment
Councillor Louise Mc-

Phater, cabinet member for 
communities, said: ‘Partic-
ipatory Budgeting is com-
munity empowerment and 
local democracy at its fi n-

est. We’ve held fi ve real-
ly successful ones last year 
and we’re expecting lots of 
groups from Arran to get 
involved in the latest.

Designing
‘Local people know their 

communities better than 
anyone else. They have 
been involved in design-
ing the PB process via the 
Locality Planning Partner-
ships. These events give 
people a chance to get in-
volved and have a say on 
what’s important to them.

‘We welcome applica-
tions and will deal with 
each individually and on 
its own merits. Good luck!’

Further information on all 
six of North Ayrshire’s lo-
calities and their priorities 
are available at www.nor-
thayrshire.community.

The snowy hills of Arran were resplendent in the winter sunshine as seen from Brodick promenade on Wednesday. 
Photo: Hugh Boag. 01_B05snow01

Snow-capped hills of Arran
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David wins Lagg 
poetry contest

Grain plucked,
Grain smoked.
Damp peat,
Fire stoked.

Hot water,
Sugar steeped.
Creature added,
Flavour creeped.

The offi cial poem for the 
Lagg Distillery on the Isle 
of Arran, which will be dis-
played at the new site, has 
been announced.

Following more than 80 
entries from budding writ-
ers across the world, who 

From The Grain
Fired copper,
Metal manned.
Infant spirit,
Wood to hand.

Rest for years,
Oak and time.
That we may drink
And whisky shine.

Winner David Cover. 

were tasked with capturing 
Arran’s history, landscape 
or spirit, the winning entry 
is a piece written by David 
Cover entitled ‘From The 
Grain’.

The chosen poem is well 
suited to feature at the new 

island distillery as it details 
stages of the whisky mak-
ing process in a beautiful-
ly creative manner and was 
described as a ‘wonderful, 
playful piece of work’ by 
competition judge Kenny 
Smith, web editor of Scot-
tish Field magazine, a sis-
ter publication of The Ar-
ran Banner.

As well as the poem be-
ing immortalised at the dis-
tillery, it will be exclusive-
ly published in the next 
edition of Scottish Field 
magazine, released at the 
end of February. David will 
also be invited to the of-
fi cial opening of the new 
Lagg Distillery and visitor 
centre in this spring.

David, 25, who lives near 

Cardiff and is a passion-
ate single malt fan said: ‘I 
am absolutely delighted 
that my entry was chosen, 
I feel really honoured that 
my words will become part 
of the distillery visitor ex-
perience and that Scottish 
Field will be publishing it 
as well. 

‘It’s funny because I have 
recently started writing 
more poetry, but I wrote 
From the Grain about two 
years ago out of the blue. I 
have actually worked in a 
distillery making whisky, 
so I knew the process and 
wanted to capture that very 
succinctly.’

The two runners up, who 
have been announced as 
Bobby Ronnie and Etienne 

Guilloud, will also receive 
an exclusive Lagg Dis-
tillery goodie bag.

The winner and run-
ners-up were chosen by the 
expert judging panel, which 
alongside Kenny Smith in-
cluded Hamish Whyte, 
honorary research fellow in 
the department of Scottish 
literature at Glasgow Uni-
versity, Jim Carruth, Poet 
Laureate of Glasgow since 
2014, Rachel McCormack, 
a renowned chef and author 
of Chasing the Dram, Gra-
ham Omand, the Lagg Dis-
tillery manager, and Faye 
Waterlow, the Lagg Visitor 

Centre manager.
Construction is continu-

ing at the site for the Lagg 
Distillery on the south of 
the island, with it’s distinc-
tive shape now a fi xture on 
the coastline, overlooking 
the Firth of Clyde, and the 
copper pot stills in place.

The distillery is expected 
to be fully operational lat-
er this year, increasing Ar-
ran’s production capaci-
ty to 2million litres and 
producing heavily-peated 
(50ppm) spirit that will, in 
time, become the fl agship 
Lagg single malt Scotch 
Whisky.

Robb Residential  150 St Vincent Street, Glasgow G2 5NE   T. 0141 225 3880  E. sales@robbresidential.com  W. www.robbresidential.com

59% of the properties sold by Robb Residential in 2018 were sold to 
Southern based or overseas buyers. 

If you want to reach the largest possible 
audience for the sale of your middle to 
prime market home, con�dentially, consult 
Robb Residential and we will share with 
you how we pro-actively reach this well 
quali�ed audience. 

Robb Residential, not just selling your 
home, but sweating the market hard, and 
getting you the very best possible sale price.
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We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

Editorial How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate 
good faith, although these details can be 
withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be 
included. Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. 
Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that 
mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the editori-
al content of newspapers. We will 
abide by the decision of IPSO.

Press policy

Thought for the week

Santa’s Sparkle 
needs you
Sir,
It’s two years now since a 
group of Lamlash residents 
set up Lamlash Events (a 
limited non profi t compa-
ny) to enable the Santa’s 
Sparkle event to contin-
ue without personal risk to 
those directly involved in 
organising it.

The organising com-
mittees over the last two 
events wish to enjoy the 
event this year and do not 
wish to lead it, however 
they will be able to support 
a new committee start up.

The Santa’s Sparkle face-
book page or Jane Howe 
600418 would  therefore 
like to hear from peo-
ple who are keen to keep 
Santa’s Sparkle going 
and prepared to put in the 
hard work to get it sorted.  
Please note the school is 
not available November 30 

Arran has seen its fair share of di� erent ferries while the MV Caledonian Isles undergoes her annual re� t, which has 
had to be extended for additional rudder repairs. As a result both the MV Isle of Lewis and the MV Clansman arrived 
last Sunday to take up service on the Brodick to Ardrossan route. Here we see the MV Clansman arriving at the 
linkspan with the MV Isle of Lewis already tied up. Photograph: John Baraclough

and  December 7 due to the 
panto.If you would like to 
see another Sparkle please 
consider giving your time 
and get in touch by the end 
of February otherwise the 
event will not happen.

Yours,
On behalf of the
committee,
Lamlash Events.

Amazing sum
Sir,
Although a later date than 
usual and considering the 
dreich weather what won-
derful support the soup and 
sandwiches event enjoyed 
for Dr Graham’s Homes.

People arrived continu-
ally until closing time to 
sample the delicious soup, 
sandwiches, chat and par-
take in the fabulous raffl e.  
Our leader Rev John Web-
ster conducted the raffl e in 
his usual exuberant style.

Many thanks to the 
Friends of Kalimpong and 
to you our faithful sup-

porters who helped raise 
the amazing sum of £902. 
This amount is almost 
enough to support a child 
at DGH for one year, a 
very rewarding day.

Yours,
Janice Small
Dr Graham’s Homes

Support thanks
Sir,
I would like to take this 
opportunity to say a big 
‘thank-you’ to your read-
ers for their continued 
support to the charity over 
the last year.

If they have donated 
goods or shopped in our 
stores in Kilmarnock, Ir-
vine, Prestwick, Troon, 
they have done their part 
in supporting our lo-
cal services, as the prof-
its from retail go direct-
ly towards supporting the 
charity’s work with some 
of Scotland’s most dis-
advantaged children and 
young people in the area. 

Many of your readers have 
become volunteers for the 
charity in our services and 
shops or supported events 
and some have become 
foster carers after read-
ing articles in your paper 
- without this army of sup-
port we simply wouldn’t 
be able to function.

And fi nally our thanks 
to the Banner for support-
ing us by telling your read-
ers about our events, news 
and campaigns and help-
ing to raise awareness of 
the work we do in the local 
community.

So a big ‘thank you’ to 
you and your readers for 
supporting us through 
2018 and the Year of 
Young People and we look 
forward to continued sup-
port in 2019.

Yours,
Martin Crewe,
Director, 
Barnardo’s
Scotland.

‘Therefore, my dear broth-
ers and sisters, stand fi rm. 
Let nothing move you. Al-
ways give yourselves fully 
to the work of the Lord, be-
cause you know that your 
labour in the Lord is not in 
vain.’ 1 Corinthians 15:58

To the fore
The proposals for a new 18 
hole golf course at Machrie 
is exciting news indeed.

The plans may be at an 
early stage, but clearly a 
lot of investigation work 
has already taken place. To 
have top golf course de-
signer Ian Woosnam in-
volved just ups the ante.

Clearly Dougarie Estate 
has been considering this 
for a long time and since 
they have 27,000 acres at 
their disposal it is little 
wonder that the sporting es-
tate is looking at how it can 
diversfy its income.

A prestigious links course 
on the island could do won-
ders for golfi ng tourism. 
Golfers already pour over 
to the island to play the is-
land’s seven courses but a 
development, such as the 
one on the drawing board, 
could take this to a whole 
new level.

Of course there are envi-
ronmental considerations. 
There is a special protec-
tion area right next to the 
planned course, but the 
course designers say they 
have already spoken to the 
relevant authorities and this 
will be closely assessed. 
There is also the visual im-
pact the course would have, 
but again, the designers say 
this would be sympathetic 
to the landscape.

There may be a long way 
to go but clearly this is one 
to watch.
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Calling all island artists . . .
Arran Open Studios (AOS) organisers are 
striding into the new year and the eighth 
year of the event, with a call to all artists to 
register interest in taking part this coming 
August. Newcomers are always welcome.

Last year AOS members saw a slight 
shift in the demographic mix with more 
people deliberately coming to the island to 
take advantage of the long arts weekend. 

One or two studios saw up to 60 per cent 
of their visitors coming from off-island 
specifi cally to visit the lively arts scene on 
Arran.

Many sales were made and the Biscuit 
Tin initiative again provided an opportuni-
ty for visitors to further support the event 
in their own way. The AOS/COAST initia-
tive and collaboration raised much-needed 
revenue for COAST and gave many inter-

ested parties affordable authentic art.
The slightly earlier dates for the diary 

are Friday August 2 to Monday August 5 
inclusive. While encouraged to open the 
whole weekend, there is no obligation to 
open the whole weekend; participants can 
decide to open all, or part of the weekend, 
and can tailor their opening hours to suit 
their other commitments.  Those who do 
not have studios (per se) can band togeth-
er with others in having a studio coopera-
tive as has been done in past years. Details 
of opening hours will be in the brochure or 
on the website.

Anyone wishing to take part this year 
need only get in contact with Ruth Mae 
at Southbank Studio on 820373 or check 
out the AOS website www.arranopenstu-
dios.com

Young ones to the fore 
at Arran Drama Festival
Drama on Arran has a long 
history, and quite a few 
actors and actresses who 
now play on stages all over 
the country or appear on 
screen, have once played 
their parts in productions at 
the island’s drama festival.

The Isle of Arran Drama 
Association is one of the 
oldest established drama 
organisations in the coun-
try and has run the one-act 
festival for decades. Just 
like this year, the plays are 
always adjudicated by rec-
ognised professionals from 
around the country.

There are many trophies 
to be won at the festival 
including for best acting 

A humorous scene from the Lamlash junior drama club 
performance of Platform Party last year. 01_B09drama12

performance, best youth 
acting performance, best 
moment of theatre and of 
course the coveted Archie 
Wooley Trophy awarded 
to the team with the most 
marks in the festival.

This year, seven clubs 
are taking part in the three-
day festival, taking place 
from Thursday February 
21 to Saturday February 
23, staging nine plays, fi ve 
of them youth plays. That 
is quite impressive. It will 
be interesting to watch two 
of the plays written by their 
club’s own playwrights. 
‘Numquam non Paratus’ is 
the title of an adult play by 
Andy McNamara, which 

groups dealing with edu-
cational drama, Mr Mackie 
was a member of the writ-
ing groups that fi rst devel-
oped certifi cate courses in 
drama for schools and fur-
ther education colleges.

A frequent adjudicator 
at drama festivals across 
Scotland, he is still a free-
lance director who has 
been working with many 
drama clubs and musical 
societies in central Scot-
land over the past. Every-
one’s looking forward to 
a three-day festival with a 
varied programme that will 
showcase the great theatri-
cal talent on the island.

 Assja Baumgärtner

will be performed by Whit-
ing Bay Music and Drama. 
Rory Morrison, an Arran 

High School senior stu-
dent and member of the 
newly formed drama group 

The Young Ones, is the au-
thor of ‘Between a Writer’s 
Block and a Hard Place’, 
that he will also direct.

This year’s adjudica-
tor, Ronnie Mackie, is no 
stranger to the Arran drama 
festival. The last time, he 
adjudicated on Arran was 
at the 2014 festival.

He trained at RSAMD 
and has had a very var-
ied career in drama, from 
teaching to becoming ad-
viser in creative and aes-
thetic subjects for Glasgow 
City Council’s Education 
Services, before retiring in 
2015. 

As a member of many na-
tional bodies and working 
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Umbrella Group show 
off their work
In Arran Library for the month of February is a display of 
work produced by members of the Umbrella Group.

The group  is an ACVS/Arran Visual Arts project which 
aims to provide activities to people of all ages who need 
support and encouragement to get out and about more.  It 
is an opportunity to join in simple craft activities, have a 
cup of tea and make new friends. There is a very relaxed 
atmosphere,  and always people on hand to help with craft 
ideas.

The activities might include  simple card making, bead-
ing, paper collage, papier mache, and weaving. To see the 
results, pop into the library in Brodick during February.

The group meet every Monday from 10.30am until noon 
at Lamlash Fire Station, except bank holidays. For further 
information please phone ACVS. 01770 600611.

Twenty’s plenty
Council chiefs are back-
ing  a new 20mph speed 
limit proposal for roads 
in the villages on Arran 
and in towns across North 
Ayrshire after MSP Mark 
Russell introduced a bill 
for the speed restriction 
across the whole of  Scot-
land last year.

North Ayrshire Council 
has issued a draft response 
on how the plan should be 
rolled out in an effort to 
make roads safer for pe-
destrians and drivers, es-
pecially in residential ar-
eas.

Offi cials support the bill 
but are concerned about 
having to pay for the new 
signage and road markings 
and they want the Scottish 
government to meet the 
costs.

The draft response to 
the bill states: ‘North Ayr-
shire Council supports a 
reduction from 30mph to 

20mph, providing ade-
quate time and adequate 
additional fi nances are 
made available to local au-
thorities to cover the costs 
associated with the intro-
duction of the new speed 
limits.’

‘Suffi cient fi nances 
should also be made avail-
able to meet the anticipat-
ed demands for the provi-
sion of additional traffi c 
calming measures.’

The Scottish Govern-
ment estimate it would 
cost about £21 to £22 mil-
lion for signage and road 
markings for all coun-

cils in Scotland and that it 
would take three years to 
implement the changes.

Offi cers predict speeding 
complaints would shoot up 
if the bill were made into 
law and extra traffi c calm-
ing measures would be 
needed. They also called 
for Police Scotland to take 
additional action to make 
sure drivers slow down to 
20mph to comply with the 
new law.

Commenting on child 
safety, the draft response 
adds: ‘North Ayrshire 
Council supports the in-
troduction of the speed re-
duction to improve road 
safety in deprived areas 
where studies have shown 
child casualties are high-
er than in comparable less 
deprived areas.’

In a trial of setting a 
20mph speed limit Fife 
Council reported a 20 per 
cent reduction in injuries 

and deaths on the roads.
West of Scotland MSP 

Jamie Greene  intends to 
meet with council offi cials 
in the near future to dis-
cuss the issue in more de-
tail.

He said: ‘Currently there 
is no evidence to suggest 
that reducing the default 
speed limit to 20mph im-
proves road safety. Slow-
ing down traffi c to unrea-
sonable levels could lead 
to an increase in pollution 
and driver frustration.

‘If passed, this bill would 
penalise law-abiding mo-
torists and could impact 
congestion in North Ayr-
shire. Improving road 
safety is important and 
there are clear steps we 
should take to address this 
however grinding North 
Ayrshire to a halt could 
have profound conse-
quences for our commu-
nities.’ The all encompasing logo of the group. 
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Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

www.scottishfield.co.uk 167

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.

167_sf02.indd   167 19/12/2018   17:52:58
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receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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Music is free at the PHT

The Jazz Pack will be playing at the PHT next month. 

The Pierhead Tavern is 
starting its third year of 
hosting bands, duos and 
solo artists in Lamlash 
covering a broad gen-
re. All music is free, even 
when professional musi-
cians appear, and there-
fore can only continue if 
people come out to sup-
port the amazing musicians 
booked to play every Sat-
urday night, Sunday after-
noon and sometimes Fri-
days and bank holidays.

Here are just a few of the 
upcoming highlights at The 
PHT:

The Sharpeez – Satur-
day February 9 at 9pm 
and Sunday February 10 
at 4pm.

The Sharpeez are a band 
from London who keep 
their promise by bringing 
an audience maximum old 
school rhythm and blues. 

They blend classic rock, 
west coast jangle and root-
sy blues-infl uenced atti-
tude perfectly. They have 

Joni Keen will be performing at the Jazz 
Special Sunday in May. 

The Sharpeez will be playing in Lamlash 
next weekend. 

been developing and ma-
turing, and like a careful-
ly aged single malt whis-
ky they are fi nally ready 
to be appreciated. With 
the release of their new al-
bum ‘Wild One’, revered 
as a modern classic of the 
genre, the Sharpeez have 
evolved into a major force 
live and in the studio set-
ting. The Sharpeez have 
been gaining incredible 
recognition in the UK and 
Europe and this new album 
will be taking them even 
further. A truly inspiration-
al band that always come 
up with the goods.

Dopesickfl y - Saturday 
March 2 at 9pm and Sun-
day March 3 at 4pm.

The lyrically explosive, 
musically diverse, funk 
rock hybrid with a hip-pop 
twist known as Dopesick-
fl y – emanate an upbeat, 
feel-good vibe. With a con-
fi dence and power they are 
encouraging and sing of 
life connecting to all ages. 

The band’s distinctive 
sound and look is a result 
of four unique musicians 
coming together to create 
an extraordinary fusion.

Rehearsing original songs 
in the streets of Glasgow 
was the sound board and 
birth of the band. 

Since then, Dopesick-
fl y have rubbed shoul-
ders with some huge acts 
and supported the likes of 
Big Country, Kool & The 
Gang, Sugar Hill Gang, 
Pronto Mama, Raleigh Rit-

chie, The Milk, KobiOn-
yame and Colonel Mustard 
and The Dijon5

Rigid Soul - Saturday 
March 23 at 9pm and 
Sunday March 24 at 4pm.

Rigid Soul are one of the 
most talented young blues-
rock bands playing around 
Scotland at the moment.   

They play a solid and in-
teresting mix of melod-
ic-pop blues, blues rock 
and the occasional sur-
prise highlight, such as 
their blues-rocked up cov-

er of Black Sabbath’s Fair-
ies Wear Boots

The Jazz Pack - Satur-
day 30 at 9pm and Sun-
day March 31 at 4pm

The Jazz Pack Band was 
formed in 2011 and are the 
highlight of the Callander 
Jazz festival. 

The band performs main-
ly as a sextet featuring sax/
trumpet-fl ugel horn/key-
board/guitar/bass/drums 
backed up by vocalist Lau-
ra Hill. Jazz Pack’s versa-
tile line up enables the band 

to perform a repertoire of 
easy listening mainstream 
jazz styles.  

Swing, bebop, Latin, 
funk, with arrangements 
from stage and screen mu-
sicals included, plus a little 
bit of blues and jazz rock 
thrown in for good meas-
ure.

Jazz Special Sunday 
May 12 Jazz Day @TheP-
HT at 4pm. 

Joni Keen sings songs 
from her albums accom-
panied by Dan Brown on 
keys. Joni has released 
many albums signed to 
Circular Records Edin-
burgh and is often heard 
on BBC radio programmes 
performing with her band. 
Her haunting melodic vo-
cals are iconic and as one 
of the best female jazz art-
ist in Scotland, we have a 
treasure who lives on our 
own soil of Arran. 

The full year ahead of 
bookings can be viewed at 
www.thepht.co.uk
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Serving up a treat at restaurant night
Youngsters from Arran 
Youth Foundations (AYF) 
served up a treat at their an-
nual restaurant night last 
week which took place in 
the plush surroundings of 
Auchrannie’s Eighteen69 
restaurant.

Great success
This year, for the fi rst time 

in a bid to spread the good 
work of the group, they 
opened the night up to busi-

Words and pictures Colin 
Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

nesses, partner organisa-
tions, supporters of AYF and 
those who have given them 
help, amd it proved a great 
success by raising £1,037, 
which far exceeded their ex-
pectations.

Serving up a three-course 
meal to thank patrons for 
their support throughout 
the year, the food was pre-
pared almost entirely by the 
youngsters themselves, who 
also ran the entire opera-
tion by cooking, serving and 
even doing the washing-up 
afterwards.

Making it all possible and 
providing their time free of 
charge, restaurant manager 
Garrie Ross and guest ser-
vices manager Sheila Ban-
natyne guided the children 
through the process and en-
sured that all of the guests 
were well taken care of.

High quality
In the kitchen, chefs Col-

in Miller and James Know-
les – who had both come in 
on their days off – ensured 
that a high quality of food 
and presentation was being 
served to the guests.

The entire team of youth 
workers, chefs, waiting and 
kitchen sta�  pictured before 
the event. 01_B05AYF03

Chef James Knowles puts 
the � nishing touches on a 
starter prepared by a youth 
club member. 01_B05AYF04

Imparting their tips and tricks, restaurant manager Garrie Ross and guest services manager 
Sheila Bannatyne, with the waiting sta�  crew. 01_B05AYF07

Making their choices, guests select their preferred options 
from the menu. 01_B05AYF08

May I take your order? A young waitress makes her 
recommendations. 01_B05AYF10

Restaurant 
manager Garrie 
Ross stands at the 
ready to provide 
assistance if 
required. 01_B05AYF09

Serving up the soup under the watchful eye of chef Colin 
Miller. 01_B05AYF12
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Serving up a treat at restaurant night

Chocolate orange cheesecake made by the children them-
selves is dished up. 01_B05AYF02

Following the dinner, 
guests received updates 
on some of the invaluable 
work that AYF has under-
taken over the year and a 
raffl e took place with priz-
es which had been donated 
by island businesses.

Youth work project man-
ager Graeme Johnston said: 
‘We had lovely feedback 
from all those present, who 
were clearly impressed to 
hear about the work of AYF 
but more importantly with 
the hard work of the young 
people on the night.

‘The young folk came in 
from a long day of school, 
some having just sat pre-
lims, and prepared a three-
course meal that was so 
good we could probably 
have got away with putting 
the clean plates back in the 
cupboard!

Thanks
‘We would like to thank 

everyone who came on the 
night and gave so generous-
ly, both fi nancially and in 
raffl e donations. 

‘I would like to recognise 
the contribution of AYF’s 

youth worker Hollie Wat-
kins, who organises so 
much of the cooking club 
behind the scenes and put an 
awful lot of work in to mak-
ing the event such a success.

‘Huge thanks to all the 
team at the Auchrannie who 
made it possible - in particu-
lar to the chef, Colin Mill-
er, who gives up so much of 
his time to make this hap-
pen, even visiting our cook-
ing club throughout the 
year on his days off to teach 
the young people culinary 
skills.’

Youth group members work in tandem to plate up the main 
course. 01_B05AYF01

Guests enjoy a pre-dinner drink prior to the starters being 
served. 01_B05AYF06

Chef Colin Miller makes 
sure that the gravy is made 
to the right consistency. 
01_B05AYF05

Guests enjoy their 
starters of soup 

or goat’s cheese 
served in bell 

peppers. 01_B05AYF13

Acting-chefs feeling optimistic about the starters they have prepared. 01_B05AYF11
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Forced marriage campaigner wins 
Burns humanitarian award 2019
A British human rights ac-
tivist who escaped a forced 
marriage, set up a dedicat-
ed charity to help victims 
of honour-based abuse 
and forced marriage, and 
helped change the law to 
make forced marriage a 
crime has been named win-
ner of a prestigious global 
award created in honour of 
the Scots Bard.

Campaigner Jasvinder 
Sanghera CBE was pre-
sented with the Robert 
Burns Humanitarian Award 
at an intimate ceremony in 
Burns Cottage, Alloway 
where Robert Burns was 
born almost exactly 260 
years to the day.

Part of the Burns 
an’a’that! Festival 2019 
and Burns 260 celebra-
tions, the Robert Burns Hu-
manitarian Award (RBHA) 
is supported by South Ayr-
shire Council and Scot-
land’s Winter Festivals – a 
programme of events fund-
ed by the Scottish Gov-
ernment and managed by 
EventScotland.

Courage
The award recognises 

courage, commitment, in-
spiration and hands-on hu-
manitarian efforts from 
people of any nationality, 
race, age or gender.

Jasvinder’s story was 
deemed by the award judg-
es to exemplify the values 
that Burns himself stood 
for in terms of humanity, 
equality and freedom for 
all.

Born in Derby, Jasvin-
der’s humanitarian journey 
began when she escaped a 

Award winner Jasvinder Sanghera, centre, with runners-up Dr Denis Rutovitz and Umra 
Omar. 01_B05award01

forced marriage by running 
away from home at the age 
of 16 – only to fi nd herself 
disowned by her family.

Her four older sisters 
were taken individually to 
India to enter forced mar-
riages. It was after one of 
her sisters committed sui-
cide to escape the domes-
tic abuse of her marriage 
that Jasvinder decided to 
found Karma Nirvana – an 
award-winning charity that 
supports victims of hon-
our-based abuse and forced 
marriage.

Founded in 1993, the 
charity operates a national 
helpline to support victims 
in immediate danger and 
currently receives around 
800 calls per month. Since 
its inception in 2008, it has 
received more than 78,000 
calls for service.

Jasvinder’s efforts over 
a decade of lobbying gov-
ernment and campaign-
ing were pivotal in creat-
ing a new law that made 
forced marriage a crimi-
nal offence in the UK. The 
legislation has now been 
in place for fi ve years and 
this had led the way for the 
present consultation into 
the mandatory reporting of 
forced marriages.

As well as a survivor, 
activist and campaigner, 
Jasvinder is an author, with 
her memoir Shame being 
described in the House of 
Lords as a ‘political weap-
on’ and novels Daughters 
of Shame and Shame Trav-
els making it to The Sun-
day Times’ bestseller lists.

Most recently, Jasvinder 

raised signifi cant debates 
in The House of Lords by 
sharing her personal expe-
rience and being the fi rst 
complainant of sexual har-
assment and bullying. This 
has led to numerous indi-
viduals reporting and an 
independent inquiry that 
will create greater future 
changes.

Exemplar
Chairman of the RBHA 

judging panel, and South 
Ayrshire Council lead-
er Douglas Campbell, said 
Jasvinder stood out as 
an exemplar humanitari-
an, putting others fi rst and 
making a difference. He 
added: ‘Jasvinder has spent 
more than 25 years stand-
ing up for others and mak-
ing sure they don’t have to 
go through what she and 
her family did. She has 
taken what was a hugely 
traumatic experience and 
turned it into a real force 
for good and a force for 
change.

‘I have no doubt she will 

continue to challenge and 
question this practice with 
her determination and 
drive until something is 
done about it – and I wish 
her every success.

‘Jasvinder is an amazing 
example of Burns’ human-
itarian values in action and 
I have no doubt he would 
consider her to be a very 
worthy winner to follow in 
his footsteps.’

Minister for Europe, mi-
gration and internation-
al development, Ben 
Macpherson MSP, pre-
sented Jasvinder with her 
award. He added: ‘Burns’ 
life was short but his lega-
cy spans centuries – a man 
whose poems and songs 
celebrate the very essence 
of the human condition. A 
writer whose work gave 
voice to the common man, 
captured the spirit of the 
Scottish nation, and ele-
gantly articulated Scot-
land’s deep commitment to 
both humanitarianism and 
internationalism.’

As well as the RBHA 
2019 title, Jasvinder re-
ceives the equivalent of 
1759 guineas (approxi-
mately £1,800) – a sum 
which signifi es the year 
of the Bard’s birth and the 
coinage then in circulation.

Receiving her award, 
Jasvinder said: ‘I am over-
whelmed to be associated 
with such an iconic fi gure 
is an honour. Robert Burns 
was, and continues to be, 
an inspiration to many. As 
an activist, I’ve followed 
the work of many social re-
formers and read about the 
many infl uenced by Robert 
Burns, including Freder-
ick Douglas – a slave who 
went on to be one of the 
world’s most famous abo-
litionist. The fi rst book he 
read was by Robert Burns.

‘Burns’ ability to empa-
thise with the human con-
dition makes him univer-
sally loved and his legacy 
is something I will ensure 
remains alive within my 
own work.’

Also recognised at the 
award ceremony were fel-
low RBHA fi nalists and 
runners-up Umra Omar 
and Dr Denis Rutovitz 
MBE.

Umra is the founder of 
Safari Doctors, which pro-
vides essential medicines 
and healthcare to people in 
remote parts of Kenya, im-
proving health and wellbe-
ing, transforming lives and 
creating communities.

Natural disaster
Denis is the founder of 

Edinburgh Direct Aid, 
which assists victims of 
natural disaster and war 
around the world, initial-
ly delivering aid convoys 
to Bosnia – often under 
sniper fi re. Denis has per-
sonally raised thousands to 
help others, fundraising for 
his 90th birthday by run-
ning two 10k races to sup-
port refugee twin brothers 
through a three-year de-
gree course at the Lebanese 
International University.

Councillor Campbell 
concluded: ‘Jasvinder, 
Umra and Denis are all 
fantastic examples of in-
dividuals who follow in 
Rabbie’s footsteps, devote 
themselves to others and 
push the boundaries for so-
cial change.

‘It was an honour to cel-
ebrate their achievements 
in the very place where 
Rabbie was born – almost 
exactly 260 years to the 
day – and I’m sure they 
will continue to live up to 
Burns’ values every day 
and continue to transform 
lives for the better.’
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Every day
Octopus Centre                                Old Pavilion, Lamlash, Centre Open seven days, 11am - 3pm
Octopus Centre - Tennis                                   Old Pavilion, Lamlash Open seven days, any time                                                                              
Brodick Mini Golf                                                           Open 7days, 9am - 5pm ish, All weather                    
Brodick Castle, garden only                                                              Open 9am-dusk
Art Exhibition, local artist Jane Nichol                 Isle of Arran Distillery, Lochranza, 10am - 4pm
Soap making and candle dipping                                     Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm 
Arran Brewery                                                    Open - Mon, Friday and Saturday, 10am - 5pm               
                                                                         Tuesday - Thursday, 11am - 4pm. Tours daily at 2pm 
Public Swim Auchrannie Spa Pool 10am – 3pm
Public Swim Auchrannie Spa Pool  6pm – 8pm 
   

Saturday 2nd February
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm - 3pm
Fun in the pool                                                                       Auchrannie Spa Pool, 3pm - 4pm
Winter Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm 
Live Music -  Charlie Gorman                           Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Blackwater Scotlands’s No 1 Status Quo Tribute  The PHT, 9pm
Over 21s’ Disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 3rd February
Live Music -  Charlie Gorman                  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                       Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                           Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Folk Music Session                                                                     Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
 

Monday 4th February
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                  Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult Tennis                                                                                            Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Circuit Training                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm Live Live 
Music - Mike Bailey                                            Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 6.30pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, All welcome                                Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do, Adults and over 10s,                                   Brodick Church Hall, 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday  5th February
Healthy Outdoors Team                                     Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy Energy Surgeries                                           Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10am - 3pm
Winter Rink Bowls  Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                             Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                     Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers - Jog Scotland Beginners Group          Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak Night - 2 Ribeye Steaks & bottle of wine      Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Arran Hockey Club - Juniors (5 -14yrs)                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                         Corrie Hall, 6pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                                  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz                                                                    Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional Music Sessions                                                                              Brodick Bar, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                              Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 6th February
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers                               Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am -1pm
Coffee Morning                                                              Lamlash Church, 10.15am - 12 noon
Knit and Blether                                   Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 10.30am -12.30pm Arran 
Heritage Museum                                                      Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Chair Yoga Exercise Class                                                      St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Archives and Genealogy Service Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

Dog Classes                                                                                      Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm 
Parkinson’s Support group                                                       Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Curry Night      The PHT 5-9pm
Arran Pace Makers Running Group                                                                    Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                       Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Live Music - Fatman and the Angel   Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 6.30pm
Mary’s Meals Charity Dinner                                                                             Brodick Bar, 7pm
Arran Coastal Rowing Club AGM                                                       Lamlash Yacht Club, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo            Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm, Advanced Juniors & Adults, AHS, 7.30pm -8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                      Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash SWI                                                                                Lamlash Fire Station, 7.30pm
Family Friendly Pub Quiz                                                                           PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock ’n’ Pop Bingo                                                                     Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 7th February
Morning fi tness                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair Yoga Exercise Class                                                Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum                                                          Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
A.C. L. I. Volunteer Gardening Day                     Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club - Birds in your Garden by Jim Cassels    Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Steak Night - two steak dinners and a bottle of wine                              Drift Inn, Lamlash, 5pm -9pm 
Indian Platter                                                             Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, from 5.30pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, all welcome                                 Little Rock, Brodick, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Badmington, all welcome                                                                            Shiskine Hall, 7pm
Arran Hockey Club - seniors (12 yrs +)                        Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm  
Arran Soul Choir                                               Community Theatre, Arran High School, 7pm - 9pm            
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                       Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Body Blitz                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz                                                  Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 8th February
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum                                                        Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo                         Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live Music - Shindig                                                         Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday Night Quiz                                                        Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm

Saturday 9th February
Flow Yoga                                                                                     Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Winter Rink Bowls  Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm 
Live Music - the sensational Bill Simpson                Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Over 21s’ Disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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SNP government launches 
funeral expense assistance
A new SNP government 
benefi t providing help for 
people on low incomes to 
meet the costs of a funer-
al will be delivered via So-
cial Security Scotland by 
the summer 2019.

Funeral Expense Assis-
tance (FEA) will replace 
the current Funeral Pay-
ment in Scotland. Improve-
ments mean around 40 per 
cent more people will be 
eligible to apply. FEA will 
provide fi nancial support 
directly to those who need 
it most at the point of be-
reavement. Regulations 
enabling delivery of this 
new system were laid at 
the Scottish Parliament last 
week.

As with all SNP govern-
ment benefi ts, FEA was 
developed with input from 
those with experience of 
the present system, help-
ing to identify and address 
the parts of the Department 
of Works and Pensions 
(DWP) application process 
that people currently fi nd 
diffi cult or distressing, im-
proving the process and re-
moving barriers. Kenneth Gibson MSP:  SNP 

- Cunninghame North

Elderly learn about 
energy efficiency

Arran MSP Kenneth Gib-
son said: ‘Coping with the 
death of a loved one is one 
of the most tragic events 
any of us can face. It is 
even harder when there’s 
extra stress fi nding the 
money to pay for a funeral.

‘By extending eligibility 
to cover people ineligible 
under the UK Government 
scheme, the SNP govern-
ment will make a real dif-
ference to the lives of those 
who may have otherwise 
come into fi nancial diffi -
culty in what is already a 
distressing time.

‘Our FEA will reach far 
more people struggling 
with funeral costs, backed 
by around £2 million of ad-
ditional funding. Help will 
be provided towards burial 
or cremation, certain trans-
port costs, plus £700 for 
other outlays, such as fu-
neral directors fees or fl ow-
ers.

‘The SNP government 
has committed to annual-
ly uprating the £700 to take 
account of infl ation, which 
the UK government has not 
done since 2003.

‘Forecasts are that ex-
penditure will be £6.3 mil-
lion in the fi rst full year. 
Like the Best Start Grant, 
people will be encouraged 
to apply so that fi nancial 
support goes to those who 
need it most.’

The SNP government’s 
work to tackle funeral pov-
erty is set out in the Fu-
neral Costs Plan at: www.
gov.scot/publications/fu-
neral-costs-plan/, which is 
being progressed in part-
nership with the funeral 
industry, councils and the 
third sector.

Taize Praise 
resumes
After a short break, Taize 
Praise services are back for 
2019. This Arran Church-
es Together venture is well 
established on the island 
but many people may be 
unaware of what it entails.

The Taize Communi-
ty was founded in 1940 in 
Taize, France by Broth-
er Roger as an ecumen-
ical monastic fraternity 
dedicated to the service of 
young people and the pro-
motion of ecumenism. 

The Taize service lasts 
about an hour and in-
cludes several short mu-
sical chants interspersed 
with themed readings and 
prayers and short periods 
of silent meditation. The 
service is completely con-
gregation led. After the ser-
vice tea, coffee and fellow-
ship are available for those 
who wish to stay.

The fi rst Taize service 
of 2019 will be held on 
Thursday February 7 at 
5.30pm at Holy Cross 
Church in Brodick. The 
service serves to promote 
unity, peace and tolerance 
on the island and beyond.

Project administrator Ruth McLaren, climate awareness o�  cer Holly Murdoch, trustee 
Esther Brown, project manager Jude King, energy auditors Derek Morgan and Charlotte 
Mann. Photo by Mairi Christie

Eco Savvy was delight-
ed to be invited to the Ar-
ran Elderly Forum January 
meeting to share informa-
tion on its current energy 
effi ciency project.

In front of a packed hall 
project manager Jude King 
gave an overview of the 
project but took the chance 
to highlight the seriousness 
of the climate change is-
sue, urging those in the fo-
rum to think of the conse-
quences to family, loved 
ones, children, grandchil-
dren if people do not care 
to act now.

Insight
Energy auditor Charlotte 

Mann gave insight into the 
work Eco Savvy’s energy 
project does to assist do-
mestic households in So-
lar PV project, highlight-

ing the fi rst installation the 
week before – which was 
the third time lucky after 
ferry cancellations.

Effi ciency tips
Her colleague Derek 

Morgan talked through 
some energy effi ciency 
tips and an overview was 
given of Eco Savvy’s cur-
rent foodshare collabora-
tion with the Co-op, stim-
ulating a lively discussion 
and engagement from the 
forum.

One audience member 
said: ‘They did very well 
and the members of the fo-
rum were both educated 
and entertained.’

The forum meets on the 
third Wednesday of the 
month in the Ormidale Pa-
vilion, Brodick throughout 
the year, except July.
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Artist will make 
a big impression
at Saltire Society

The front cover of the Impressions of Arran book. 
01_B52impresssions02

Artist Bob Lees will speak 
at the next meeting of the 
Arran Saltire Society on 
Wednesday February 6 

Artist Bob Lees shares a similar location to the front cover of his book, Impressions of Arran. 01_B52impressions01

about the background and 
gestation of his publica-
tion, Impressions of Arran.

Bob, who studied at Glas-

gow School of Art, taught 
in Edinburgh schools for 
many years. 

In his retirement he has 
been able to concentrate on 
his own painting and has 
had solo exhibitions in Ed-
inburgh and on Arran. 

His home, in a converted 
church in Corrie, has been 
the backdrop for participa-
tion in Arran Open Studios 
in recent years. 

His work depicts the var-
ious moods of the Scot-
tish landscape and his Ar-
ran views are to be found in 
many homes on the island 
and beyond.

His recent book, featured 
in the Banner last year, 
however, allowed his im-
agination free rein when 
he wondered what a num-
ber of famous artists would 
have come up with if they 

had been afforded the op-
portunity to visit Arran 
and paint here. The result-
ing images are stylish and 
impressive, presented in 
tongue-in-cheek fashion, 
and working over a num-
ber of years, Bob was able 
to dream up some innova-
tive and novel ideas.

The talk will give in-
sight into the creation of 
these paintings in the dif-
ferent, recognisable styles 
of so many painters from 
around the world, as well 
as the hard graft involved 
in bringing an idea from 
concept to fruition, and 
there will be an opportuni-
ty to buy signed copies of 
the book.

The meeting will be held 
at the Ormidale Pavilion in 
Brodick at 7 pm. All wel-
come.
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

A stunning bird which 
graces Arran’s rivers

Recently I received this intrigu-
ing image of a postcard.
It is called, ‘Young golden ea-
gles in their eyrie, in Glen Cati-
col, Lochranza’. 

 It was intriguing at a number 
of levels: the clothes being worn, 
the strange design with the split 
view and the unusual subject 
matter from a time before it was 
felt necessary to have a licence 
to be at a golden eagle’s nest.

A number of questions came to 
mind including: 

Who were these people? 
What were they doing? 
When were these photos tak-

en? 
Why was the card made?  
On the back of the card it states 

simply ‘Steens Series Real Pho-
tocard’.

 I would be pleased to hear 
from anyone who can cast any 
light on this card. 

One of the species that vis-
iting birdwatchers to Ar-
ran are keen to see is the 
dipper. This bird is absent 
from the southeast of the 
UK. On Arran it is a rela-
tively easy bird to see. It 
is closely associated with 
most of our swiftly running 
shallow rivers and burns.  

In the winter time, with 
rivers in spate, the mouths 
of the rivers can be good 
areas to fi nd this species.

Its full name is 
white-throated dipper, cin-
clus cinclus, also known 
as the European dipper or 
just dipper. It is an aquatic 
passerine bird found in Eu-
rope, the Middle East and 
Central Asia as well as the 
Indian subcontinent.  The 

Young golden eagles in their eyrie

A dipper on a rock 
in an Arran river. 
Photo Brian Couper 

species is divided into sev-
eral subspecies, based pri-
marily on colour differenc-
es, particularly of the chest 
band. The white-throated 
dipper is Norway’s nation-
al bird.

The dipper is a short-
tailed, plump bird about 
18cm long with a low, whir-
ring fl ight.  When perched 
on a rock it habitually bobs 
up and down and frequent-
ly cocks its tail. The name 
‘dipper’ refers to this hab-
it of ‘curtseying’ when 
perched.   It is a fascinat-
ing bird to watch perched 
on rocks, ‘dipping’ with 
the water swirling and tum-
bling around it.  The white 
throat and breast contrasts 
with its dark body plumage 

and then most remarkable 
of all it walks into and un-
der water in search of food.

Dipper have evolved this 
superb ability to hunt un-
derwater. Walking into the 
water and deliberately sub-
merging, gripping with 
their strong feet and us-
ing the wings effectively 
for fl ying under water the 
dipper holds itself down 
by muscular exertion, with 
its head low and its body 

oblique, its course beneath 
the surface often revealed 
by a line of rising bub-
bles. In this way it secures 
its food, usually aquatic in-
vertebrates including cad-
dis worms and other aquat-
ic insect larvae, beetles, 
freshwater molluscs, fi sh 
and small amphibians. A 
favourite food is the small 
crustacean Gammarus, an 
amphipod shrimp. It also 
walks and runs on the 

banks and rocks seeking 
terrestrial invertebrates.

Look out for this remark-
able bird when you are out 
and about on Arran.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ 
to me at Kilpatrick Ken-
nels, Kilpatrick, Black-
waterfoot, KA27 8EY, or 
e mail me at jim@arran-
birding.co.uk  I look for-
ward to hearing from you.  
For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2017 and vis-
it this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk
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Road reopen
The main Arran circular road is partially 
reopen after being closed for eight days 
north of Corriecravie following a land-
slide. Work is still going on after the sub-
soil and soil up the embankment was 
found to be sodden.

 Local roadmen, with engineering sup-
port from the mainland, are laying three 
fi eld drains, one a short distance directly 
up the hill and one each in either direction 
along the road’s edge. These meet on the 
hill side of the road which has been dug 
out to a depth of four feet.

 A large drain has been put underneath 
to collect the water and take it away in the 
hope of preventing the subgrade under the 
bottoming becoming sodden again.

No to museum
An application to change the use of St 
George’s Church, Lamlash to a museum 
of childhood was refused at Tuesday’s 
planning meeting.

Readers will recall that there were plans 
to turn the church into a theatre but it was 
sold to a private developer last year.

Nevertheless, Ms Tina Warren, who 
wanted to relocate her museum of child-
hood from Pitlochry, pressed ahead with 
her application in case the sale fell though. 

She felt that a museum was more in 
keeping with the ethos of the theatre 
group.

However, the planners, not having heard 
further from the applicant, recommended 
refusal.

Framed by a digger arm, local roadmen work to re-open Arran’s main road. 01_B05twe01

Tori Butler on Anna, while high on a hill, as Marilyn Dee keeps score at the Cairhouse 
winter points meeting. 01_B05twe03Albert Andrews and Donald Stewart install an improvised water junction. 01_B05twe02

Judging underway at in the sheep pen at Drumadoon Farm.  01_B05twe05

Kildonan and District Sheepdog Association held its � rst show of Blackface tup hogs at 
Drumadoon Farm. The top Blackface tup hogs in descending order from the right were: 
George Tod, Hugh Stewart, Wullie Stevenson, Tony Brookes, Willie McConnell and Neil 
McEachern. 01_B05twe04
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YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
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8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
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11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
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£50
FREE!

Drive Times

SPANISH LESSONS

SELF STORAGE

FOR SALE
Registered Border Col-
lie pup, tri coloured, seven 
months old, good natured. 
Tel: Iain McConnell 07825 
038955 or 01770 600897. 
Mens skis. Salomon 170 
skis, bindings and poles, 
excellent condition. £80. 
Tel: 01770 700139 

FREE TO UPLIFT
Zanusssi free standing 
electric cooker, double 
oven and grill with ceram-
ic hob. Model ZCE7702, 
full working order with in-
struction book. Tel: 07801 
350573.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

1/2 PRICE SALE

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call us on 01371 851 868 

OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 
Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its best all
year round with our selection

of stunning calendars. 
To see all the images from

our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.ukwww.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£5.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£3.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£3.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* Additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£3.95
including

P&P*

FROM

Scottish Calendars 2019

EXPERIENCED GROUNDWORKERS 
& LABOURERS REQUIRED
Applications in writing with CV to:
John Thomson Construction Ltd, 

Lamlash, KA27 8NB
Telephone: 01770 600242

Email: mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Please email or post  
your CV and references to:

E: faye@arranwhisky.com      

Faye Waterlow,  
Lagg Visitor Experience Manager,  
Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd, Rowan House, 
Lochranza, Isle of Arran, KA27 8HJ  

Become part of the team at 
Lagg Distillery Visitor Centre, 
opening Spring 2019.

Isle of Arran Distillers are 
looking for proactive, respectful 
and hardworking individuals to 
offer a friendly 5-star customer 
service at our brand new  
Visitor Experience.

Become part of the team at 
Lagg Distillery Visitor Centre, 
opening Spring 2019.

ROLES AVAILABLE:

• FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION OFFICER
• FRONT DESK REPRESENTATIVES
• TOUR GUIDE AND RETAIL ADVISORS
• RETAIL MANAGER
• FOOD & BEVERAGE ASSISTANTS
• SOUS CHEF/COOK
• KITCHEN PORTERS
• CLEANERS

Closing Date:  
Friday 15th February

Training Begins:  
April 2019

We are ‘Living Wage’  
employers. 

Recruitment Ad-Lagg.indd   1 23/01/2019   14:38



22 Advertising / Sport ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 2 February, 2019arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

CHURCH NOTICES

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 3rd February
Lochranza and Pirnmill 

Churches together,10.15am 
Morning Worship at

Lochranza.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am
including the Sacrament of 

the Lord’s Supper.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship including 
the   Sacrament of the 

Lord’s Supper.
There will also be a

 Service of Worship in
 Montrose House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 3rd February

Holy Communion 11 am.
Revd Adrian Fallows
Coffee after service
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 3rd February
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 3rd February
Mrs Liz Clarke

Kilmory - 10 am
Lamlash - 11.30 am. 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 3rd February
Sunday Mass 11am

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
 Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 3rd February
The Sacrament of 

Communion will be
celebrated by the minister

Rev Elizabeth Watson,
 at 10.30am.

 The table belongs to the Lord 
Jesus and all who love Him 

are most welcome.
There will be activities for 

our young people in the 
Church Hall.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
after the service. 

All welcome.
There will be a service in
Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to 

which all friends are 
welcome.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 3rd February

Sunday Worship @ 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 

Telephone 700346
Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 3rd February

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 3rd February
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

TAIZE PRAISE
Thursday 7th February

Holy Cross Church, Brodick 
5.30pm

ALL WELCOME 

Eilidh in the 
running for top 
sports accolade
Arran High School pu-
pil Eilidh Hamill has been 
named as one of the three 
fi nalists in the sports award 
category of the 2019 Prov-
ost’s Civic Pride Awards 
for North Ayrshire.

But she faces opposition 
from an entire group of ac-
tive schools sports leaders 
from Kilwinning Acade-
my and Zoe Swanson, also 
from the mainland.

The North Ayrshire sports 
award, sponsored by KA 
Leisure, is annually pre-
sented to an individual 
or group which has made 
an exceptional impact on 
the fi eld of sport, either 
through sporting achieve-
ments or by encouraging 
and supporting others.

All 15 fi nalists have now 
been selected, voting is 
now open, and it’s up to 
you to decide who the win-

Geoff takes nursery 
prize at sheepdog trial
The Kildonan and District Sheepdog Association held 
their second trial day of the winter season on Saturday 
January 26 at Birchburn Farm, Shiskine. The judge was 
John Craig of Imachar  and six dogs ran.

1st nursery:  1 G Brookes with Rob 84pts, 2 N MacMas-
ter with Gail 77pts. 2nd nursery:  1st N MacMaster with 
Gail 74pts, 2 G Brookes with Rob 70pts.

Sweepstake: 1st M McNeish with Pip 90pts, 2 I McCon-
nell with Drift 85pts, 3 G Brookes with Rob 84pts

The next trial is at Glenkiln Farm, Lamlash on Sunday 
February 10 at 11am.

Close contest for 
Peggy Currie Cup
A total of 24 players 
braved the terrible weath-
er to compete in the hard- 
fought but friendly Peggy 
Currie Cup competition at 
the Arran Bridge Club on 
Monday January 21.

Taking the top spot, in the 
team of four competition, 
were Tricia Martin and Da-
vid Campbell with Mau-
reen Cumming and Fiona 
Henderson. 

Runners-up were Jan Be-
attie and John Beattie with 

The winners of the Peggy Currie Cup with their trophy. 

Janie Maclure and Anne 
McKelvie.

Thursday January 24, ag-
gregate competition results 
were: N/S 1 Janie Maclure 
and Anne Mckelvie, 2 Jen-
nifer McArthur and Mau-
reen Cumming,

3 Douglas Hamilton and 
John Beattie. E/W 1 Doug-
las and Margaret Bruce,

2 Brenda Livingstone and 
Pat Adamson, 3 Margaret 
McGill and  Elaine Dun-
can.

Eilidh Hamill is one of the sports award � nalists. 

ners of the 2019 awards 
will be.

After much deliberation, 
Provost Ian Clarkson and 
his team of judges – De-
pute Provost Robert Barr, 
Councillor Donald Reid, 
Councillor Jean McClung, 
Councillor Louise Mc-
Phater, Councillor Timo-
thy Billings and Councillor 
Tom Marshall – decided on 
three fi nalists for each of 
the fi ve award categories, 
all of whom will now go 
on to face the public vote.

Highlighting
Provost Clarkson said: 

‘As ever we had some 
tough decisions to make 
during the shortlisting pro-
cess, with every nomi-
nation form we received, 
highlighting the amazing 
work being done by indi-
viduals and community 
groups in North Ayrshire, 

all of which deserves rec-
ognition.

‘It is now up to the public 
to decide who will win on 
the night, and I would urge 
everyone to please take the 
time to vote for those peo-
ple who are making a dif-
ference in your communi-
ties.

 It really is a great way to 
let them know how much 

we value the work that they 
do.’

To vote for Eilidh vis-
it www.surveymonkey.
co.uk/r/civicpride19vote

Voting closes at 12noon 
on Thursday, March 7 and 
winners will be announced 
at the prestigious annu-
al awards ceremony at the 
Portal, Irvine, on Friday, 
March 15.
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Win in Glasgow gets new 
year off to flying start
Third time lucky was the 
order of the day as the Ar-
ran Ladies hockey team fi -
nally got to play their fi rst  
match of the year!

Weather,  boats and pitch 
conditions had all con-
spired to the postponement  
of the fi rst two games of 
the year which leaves the 
club  facing some double-
header weekends.

The 11.05am ferry sail-
ing was running late due to 
foot passengers having  to 
disembark via the car deck, 
so we had a quick sprint 
to get to Glasgow in time 
for a 2pm pass back, and 
thanks to  Bobby, the driv-
er for Coast to Coast, they 
even managed a fi ve-min-
ute warm up! Truth be told  
it should be described as a  
cool down as they left their 
warm  bus to face pour-
ing rain and a Force-10 
gale. Thankfully, within 
fi ve minutes of the whistle 
the rain stopped, as did the 
wind and Arran got  down 
to the business at hand.

Umpire
Western fi elded a mixed 

team of mature players 
with a sprinkling of young-
sters – a bit like the vis-
itors – who  continuous-
ly subbed  throughout the 
game. Arran were fortunate 
to have  13  players thanks 
to  Billy Dunlop who um-
pired for  them, so were in 
a position to  get fresh legs 
on the pitch.

Arran dominated most 

Clydesdale Western 6s 0
Arran Ladies 4

Hazel Malakoty in action during a recent game on Arran was voted dame of the game. 01_b45hockey01

of the  fi rst half with good  
possession and  plenty of  
shots on goal. Westerns  
defence was strong and it 
took till the 15th minute for  
Arran to score their fi rst  
goal from a short corner. 

Hazel received the ball 
from  injector Lorraine, 
a cracking fi rst shot from 
her was saved and Lorraine 
was there for the rebound 
to fi nd the back  of the net.

Confi dence
Isla, Lorraine and Nel-

ly were the starting  for-
ward line, with Cerys sub-
bing with Isla. Both girls 
stick work and confi dence 
are going from strength to  
strength with each game 
and  they did a great job in 
the left wing position.

Midfi elders Mia, Hazel 
and Susie were kept busy 
in the fi rst  half and the sec-
ond goal came  from a long 
pass up the fi eld  from Su-
ise to Lorraine who  fl icked 
it past the  goalkeeper after 
running the  ball through 
two defenders.

The defence line of Paul-
ine, Faith, Jenny and Freya 
– not  forgetting our ninja 
goalie Ali – worked tire-
lessly to  thwart westerns 
attacks, particularly when 
dealing  with the high fl icks 
which Western were very 
good at. They  were denied 
a goal when one such shot 
hit the crossbar and was 
quicky cleared  by Ali. 

Being two goals ahead  
Arran mixed things up a bit 
in the second half, Jenny  
moved to the right-wing 
and  Nelly took up the right 

back  position where her 
long shots  opened up the 
play which in  turn helped 
add to the  scoreline, Meg-
an did a great  job as left 
back which  allowed Paul-
ine to move to  centre mid, 
who thoroughly  enjoying 
being back on the  pitch for 
the fi rst time in a  while. 
This meant Freya could 
take hazel slot at centre 
mid.

The second half saw Ar-
ran get their third goal 

in the 11th minute. Once 
again  it was Lorraine who 
got her  stick on the end of 
the ball  to score but Arran 
were full  force in the cir-
cle and Mia  was only inch-
es away from  claiming the 
goal – it won’t be long be-
fore you add to your tally 
Mia.

 Lorraine was  on fi re and 
the fourth and  fi nal goal 
was a well worked mid-
fi eld push which she fi n-
ished with style.

Hazel played brilliantly 
and  was deservedly voted 
dame of  the game, Nelly, 
Freya and  Jenny showed 
they are as  strong in both 
forward and  defence posi-
tions and most  important-
ly everybody gave  their all 
and played well as  a team.

The day was topped off by 
a  delicious party bag each 
from  Western, the usual 
pit stops  in Ardrossan and 
the wee  congratulatory an-
nouncement on the boat. 

A big shout out  for Ha-
zel’s three wee munchkins 
who shouted the team on  
from the dugout, although  
they had some competi-
tion  from the pitch. A huge 
thank  you to Billy Dunlop 
for  umpiring and to all the 
other  supporters.

Next match is away to 
East Kilbride where they 
will be playing in their 
lovely new pink tops kind-
ly  sponsored by Arran Ac-
tive.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday January 27, Sta-
bleford Sweep. A fi ne if 
windy morning saw just 
seven players for this yel-
low tees Stableford.

 David Brookens contin-
ued his current form to win 

by two from Ronnie Mann, 
but the story of the day was 
a back nine comeback by 
Dougie Auld. 

After amassing a heady 
12 points on the outward 
half, he almost doubled 
that on the back nine to 
claim third place.

Result: 1. David 
Brookens (12)39pts, 2. 
Ronnie Mann (13)37, 3. 
Douglas Auld (20)35. 
Magic twos came from 
Tom Paterson @4th and 
Dougie Auld @17th.The 
round being a non coun-

ter for handicap purpos-
es there was no applica-
ble CSS. Fixture: Sunday 
February 3, AGA Winter 
League v Machrie Bay GC 
at Shiskine.

Shiskine Golf Club
Ladies section: Thursday 
January 24, 12-hole med-
al, 13 played, par 44, CSS 
45. Silver: 1. and scratch: 
Ann May 46-3=43, 2. Eliz-
abeth Kelso 54-10=44, 3. 
Fiona Henderson 57-9=48. 
Bronze:  1. Esther Hen-
derson 62-15=47, 2. Fio-

na Scott 69-14=55. Well 
done Ann! Fixtures: la-
dies golf every Thursday 
at 10am during the winter.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday January 21, Win-
ter Cup, 1 J McGovern 
7-11=63, 2 A Smith 72-
4=68.

Magic two  – J McGov-
ern.

Monday January 28, 
Winter Cup, 1 A Napier 
63-10=53, 2 J McGovern 
70-12=58. Magic twos, A 
Napier and A Smith.

Fixtures: Saturday Febru-
ary 2, 18-hole Sweep, bal-
lots at 9am and 12.30pm.

Monday February 4, Win-
ter Cup, ballot at 12noon.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday January 27, Win-
ter Cup Stableford, eight 
played, NC. 1 John May 
(20) 33pts, 2 Douglas Rob-
ertson (19)31 pts, 3 Terry 
Raeside (11)29 pts acb.

Fixture: Sunday February 
3, Sweep, 9am and noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club

Tuesday January 29, Win-
ter Cup, 1 Brian Sherwood 
66, 2 Alistair McDonald  
69, 3 Willie Kelso 73.

Fixtures: Saturday Feb-
ruary 2,  Lochranza Hotel 
Cup, tee-off noon.Tuesday 
February 5, Winter Cup, 
tee off noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
Fixtures: Sunday Febru-
ary 3, AGA Winter League 
at  Shiskine, 8.30am Lam-
lash v Shiskine. Thursday 
February 7, Yellow Med-
al, 11am.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

SPORT
The Arran Banner

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Eilidh in the running for 
top sports accolade
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Club is all at sea with 
new kayaks
Arran Kayak Club mem-
bers are in a buoyant mood 
with the purchase of three 
new kayaks for the club 
and they hope to purchase 
three more before summer.

Testing the new kayaks at 
the club’s winter facilities 
at the Auchrannie swim-
ming pool, members were 
delighted that there would 
be more kayaks for mem-
bers and visitors to make 
use of.

Paddlers waste no time in unwrapping the new kayaks. 

The excitement of receiv-
ing the new quality kayaks 
was barely containable for 
some and when they were 
presented to club members 
they took the opportuni-
ty to immediately put them 
to the test, still with their 
wrapping on.

Buoyancy
Club members then 

checked their buoyancy 
with all paddlers climb-
ing on top of them. It was 

possible, just, to submerge 
the smaller Northshore At-
lantic but the larger Valley 
Jura boats remained afl oat.

The new club sea kay-
aks will enable members 
without their own kayaks 
to join in with the sea ses-
sions which are run every 
Thursday evening through 
the spring and summer, 
from Thursday April 11 on-
wards. For winter training 
though, kayak sessions are 

held in the indoor pool on 
a Friday.

Club chairman Andrew 
Rigby said: ‘The boats were 
purchased to use mainly on 
the sea, especially during 
the planned regular Thurs-
day club nights at Arran 
Yacht Club, made possi-
ble by the recent merger 
of the kayak club with the 
yacht club. Club nights are 
to start on Thursday April 
11 with a party planned for 
that evening.’

The club is also jointly 
organising an event with 
the Arran Mountain Festi-
val when Will Copestake, 
who kayaked round Scot-
land then climbed all Mun-
ro peaks at 23, will give a 
talk on his adventures. This 
is due to take place on Sun-

day February 24 at the Ar-
ran Outdoor Education 
Centre, Lamlash.

Anyone interested in join-

ing the club or learning 
how to kayak can contact 
kayakarran@gmail.com for 
more details.

Club members all climb on top of the new kayaks to test their buoyancy.

The new kayaks are transported to Arran with an 
additional kayak for members to test. 


