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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 January 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Winter is upon us, and what 
better way to start your day than 
the traditional Scottish way - with 
a hearty bowl of porridge. 

Oats can benefi t your health in 
lots of ways, which is why health 
professionals recommend eating 
them as part of a healthy diet. 

Porridge producer Hamlyns of 
Scotland proudly boast that their 
porridge oats and oatmeal are 
guaranteed to be 100% Scottish. 
For such a quintessential Scottish 
product that’s important.

The fi rst Hamlyns Oatmeal 
was produced at the Fraserburgh 
Watermill in 1965. Today, their mill 
in Boyndie, Banffshire, is one of the 
most modern in Western Europe. 

Scottish Field has teamed up 
with Hamlyns of Scotland, to give 
readers the opportunity to win one 
of three Perfect Porridge packs. Each 
prize contains two exclusive china 
bowls and mugs, an apron and a tea 
towel, designed by Gillian Kyle, along 
with a hand-carved wooden spurtle 
and a range of Hamlyns products.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where is Hamlyns of Scotland’s based?

WIN 
ONE OF THREE HAMLYNS OF SCOTLAND PERFECT PORRIDGE PACKS

www.scottishfield.co.uk188

Scottish Field have teamed up with the Nick Nairn 
Cook School to offer two lucky readers the chance to 
win a ‘Just You & Nick’ one day cooking experience 
at the school at Port of Menteith. Winners will receive 
a telephone consultation with Nick to help design a 
bespoke menu. They will have the school and Nick to 
themselves for the entire day. Nick will teach them how 
to cook their menu and join them to eat and drink. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: Where is the Nick 

Nairn Cook School?

WIN 
A COOKING EXPERIENCE WITH NICK NAIRN 

Prize must be taken in 2019. Transport is not included. Any 
additional costs are not covered by the prize. 

Relax in one of eight luxury suites before heading to 
the restaurant for a beautifully crafted six course tasting 
menu. Let us serve you breakfast the next morning 
before you enjoy a day in the Kingdom. The Peat Inn, 
by St Andrews, is a 5-star restaurant with rooms and 
Michelin Star Chef Proprietor, Geoffrey Smeddle, uses 
the fi nest Scottish ingredients to create delicious and 
contemporary cuisine. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: How many suites does 

The Peat Inn have?

WIN 
AN EPICUREAN INDULGENCE AT THE PEAT 

INN FOR TWO PEOPLE (WORTH £355)

Valid Tues – Thurs, subject to availability, based on 2 people sharing 
a room. Drinks not included. Must be taken by 31 May 2019.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

NB: The competition closes on 18 January 2019. 
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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Newborn lambs usually mark the start of the new year and these two arrivals, 
among the � rst on the island, were welcomed this week by Janis Murchie in Shiskine. 
Pictured are Lexie Smith holding a pedigree Su� olk lamb and Zara Smith with a 
pedigree Poll Dorset lamb shortly after they were born. 

Council insist they won’t 
be a Fisherman’s friend

The first lambs
of spring

The Fisherman’s Walk entrance at Cladach shows evidence 
of repeated � ooding, kelp deposition and erosion. 
01_B02walk05

The most popular coast-
al walk on Arran has been 
left partially washed away 
following a number of ex-
ceptionally high tides that 
have submerged the area 
and deposited marine de-
bris across the pathway.

Now urgent action is 
needed if the usually scenic 
Fisherman’s Walk, which 
runs along Brodick Bay, 
is to be restored to allow 
full access for all ability of 
walkers.

But North Ayrshire Coun-
cil has insisted it has no in-
tention of helping to re-
store the walk as the land 
is owned by Arran Estates. 
Instead the Brodick Im-
provements Committee is 
likely to be left to try to re-
store some of the area.

It is not unusual for Fish-
erman’s Walk to experi-
ence fl ooding at this time 
of the year, owing to sea-
sonal conditions, however 
the eroded landscape had 
already deteriorated earli-
er this year prior to the ar-

rival of the winter storms 
with their damaging easter-
ly winds.

The tidal lagoon at the 
start of the route and bor-
dering the Brodick golf 
course has again acted as 
a sump for the area, col-
lecting a huge amount of 
kelp, which is also strewn 
across the low lying land 
and which has had its green 
covering scoured away, ex-
posing the underlying dark 
rock.

Winter damage
Further signs of winter 

damage can be seen on the  
recently repaired wood-
en walkway where a num-
ber of planks having been 
replaced and some subsid-
ence is visible on the usu-
ally level walkway, which 
provides walkers with a 
convenient route over the 
boggy terrain.

At the other end of the 
bay at Cladach, near Dukes 
Beach, a similar picture of 
tidal weathering can be wit-
nessed owing to the large 
amount of sand that the 
wind and tide have shifted 

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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Council insist they won’t
be a Fisherman’s friend

The Fisherman’s Walk, which stretches round Brodick Bay to Cladach, remains well used. 
01_B02walk04

Continued from page one
and where large sandbanks 
have built up along the 
mouth of the river.

A spokesman for the 
Brodick Improvements 
Committee said: ‘We are 
very concerned that this 

most popular section of 
coastal walk continues to 
deteriorate.

‘We will continue to 
monitor the situation as 
the weather improves 
and look to what more 
we can do to recover ac-

cessibility for all users.’
Last month a section of 
the boardwalk near Brod-
ick was damaged by the 
storms and it was repaired 
with the help of the Arran 
Access Trust and staff from 
the new Arran Geopark. 

‘Their assistance was 
much appreciated,’ the 
committee spokesman 
added.

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesman said: ‘We 
understand the section of 
Fisherman’s Walk in ques-
tion is located at Cladach 
Beach. This area is in pri-
vate ownership and the 
council has no plans to 
carry out any remedial 
works.’

Seaweed and kelp litter the area near the wooden 
walkway which is still undergoing running repairs. 
01_B02walk02

Auchrannie faces Brexit 
challenge
Profi ts increased at 
Auchrannie Resort by 
nearly one-third in its most 
recent fi nancial year, writes 
Hugh Boag.

The company reported a 
pre-tax profi t of £448,493 
for the year ended March 
31, 2018, up from £308,982 
the previous year. The ac-
counts coincided with the 
hotel’s move into employ-
ee ownership in January 
last year, which gave each 
of its 160 employees a di-
rect stake in the business.

The change came during 
a year which saw Auchran-
nie maintain occupancy 
rates at 90 per cent, helping 
to grow turnover to £7.6 
million up from £7.2m.

Director Colin Morrison 
noted that profi ts had in-
creased following a con-
certed effort to make sav-
ings across the business, 
ahead of it becoming a 
‘real living wage’ employ-
er following year-end in 
April.

Recruit
However, he noted that 

Brexit is undermining the 
company’s ability to re-
tain and recruit staff from 
EU countries. Current-
ly, around one-third of 
Auchrannie’s staff come 
from nations within the 
EU, which the UK is sched-
uled to leave on March 29.

In his annual interview 
with The Herald news-

paper Mr Morrison said: 
‘Certainly this summer 
there were quite a lot of 
reasonably long-term team 
members who headed back 
to their home countries. We 
are fi nding it more diffi cult 
to recruit from Europe.’

Asked whether Brexit is 
causing the business in oth-
er ways, Mr Morrison said 
there has been a reduc-
tion in the average length 
of stay guests are book-
ing, refl ecting diminished 
consumer confi dence. He 
also expressed concern that 
Brexit could hit consum-
er spending if it puts more 
pressure on the economy.

Mr Morrison added that 
£800,000 was invested 

last year to add six new 
eco-lodges to the resort’s 
new couples retreat in 

the Auchrannie grounds, 
which began taking guests 
in June. The performance 

of the lodges is being as-
sessed with a view to more 
being added.

The lodges at the new couples retreat at Auchrannie Resort.
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Boat plea
A Whiting Bay woman has 
asked for help in trying to 
fi nd her boat which has 
gone missing.

Anne Hodge of Sand-
braes contacted the Ban-
ner and asked: ‘Has any-
body seen my wee boat? It 
is usually lying at the back 
of Sandbraes beach but it 
has vanished.

‘Perhaps the storm of 
November dislodged it. 
Please tell me if you have 
seen it, or salvaged it.’

Dog classes
Dog obedience classes 
will resume on Wednesday 
January 16 at 12.30pm in 
Whiting Bay village hall. 
Anyone interested can ei-
ther turn up on day or call 
Margaret Kay for more in-
formation on 600858.

Club draw
The winners of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 
200 Club Christmas draw 
were: 1st prize Monika 
Senn, 2nd prize Ellen 
Derrick, 3rd prize 
Kirsten Weir.

Free screening of 
Arran comedy film

Fraser and Scott measuring out plots of Arran for sale. 

The fi rst public screening 
of the comedy fi lm Un-
cowed will be held tonight 
(Saturday) at 7pm at Arran 
High School, followed by 
a short documentary of the 
making of the fi lm.

The screening is free but 
optional donations can 
be made towards the high 
school students’ 2019 trip 
to Tanzania.

Uncowed was fi lmed en-
tirely on Arran last July, 
with an island cast includ-
ing Stuart Gough, David 
Simpkin, Andy McNama-
ra, James Smith, Geoffrey 
Botterill, Sheila Gilmore, 
Charles Currie, Marvin El-
liott, Val Waite, Isla Blair, 
Mark and Natasha  Nelson. 
Other locals make cameo 
appearances. The comedy 
fi lm has the serious pur-
pose of empowering peo-
ple to stand up to bullying.

James Smith and Andy McNamara as the hapless Fraser 
and Scott on the Corrie jetty with the � lm crew.

Sean Bruce Monteith a 
fi lm student studying at 
SAE Institute in Glasgow, 
spent two weeks on the set 
and here shares his experi-
ence working on the fi lm.

He writes: ‘Shooting 
on location on Arran, I 
worked as a production 
trainee helping in every 
area I possibly could. In 
two brief summer weeks I 
learned a great deal about 
fi lm-making.

‘Touring the island as we 
fi lmed enabled us to cap-
ture the beauty of Arran, 
incorporating the land-
scapes and even some lo-
cal buildings into numer-
ous scenes. 

‘When you watch it, keep 
an eye out – you might 
just recognise a few plac-
es. This also proved to be 
a great bonding experience 
for the cast and crew, some 

with years of experience 
in the industry and others, 
like me, being relatively 
new to the game.

‘Those with more experi-
ence were always encour-
aging, demonstrating the 
professional way to oper-
ate equipment and through 
their work teaching me 
how a fi lm set should be 
run.

‘An atmosphere of cre-
ativity fi lled the set each 
day, every member in-
volved in production doing 
their best so in turn the fi lm 
would be better for it. 

‘Ideas were constant-
ly being shared as we ap-
proached each and every 
scene, some of mine even 
made it in there.

‘What did I learn? I man-
aged to develop on my pre-
vious ability and gain many 
new skills. From camera 
operation, audio and even 
editing, every step of the 
process is a valued experi-
ence to me.

‘Each individual crew 
member, actor and actress 
made this experience a 
great one. However, I sim-
ply cannot talk about this 
fi lm without giving my 
personal thanks to Chris 
Attkins, writer and direc-
tor, and Jan Attkins, writer 
and producer. Their work 
to get this fi lm from con-

cept to reality is simply re-
markable and without them 
giving me this opportunity 
I would have never had this 
fantastic experience.

‘With a strong anti-
bullying message and a lot 
of laughs along the way, 
Uncowed will undoubtedly 
be worth the watch.’
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Have your say on budget priorities
Residents on Arran are be-
ing urged to make their 
voice heard when it comes 
to setting priorities for next 
year’s council budget.

North Ayrshire Council 
wants as many residents as 
possible to have their say 
as the fi nancial picture for 
2019/20 starts to become 
clearer.

Storm-bound
ferries tied up
in Brodick
Here is a great picture of CalMac 
making full use of both berths at the 
new Brodick ferry terminal as the 
ferries lie storm-bound in Brodick 
on Monday when high winds saw all 
sailings cancelled.

It shows the replacement MV Heb-
ridean Isles tied up at the linkspan 
and the MV Isle of Arran at the other 
berth and the similarity between the 

two boats is striking. The MV Hebri-
dean Isles, Eileanan Innse Gall, came 
into service in 1986 just two years af-
ter the MV Isle of Arran after being 
built at the Cochrane Shipbuilders 
Ltd, Selby, North Yorkshire. 

 After operating the Uig Triangle 
for 15 years of her service, she now 
mostly joins MV Finlaggan in oper-
ating between Kennacraig and Islay, 

with occasional secondments to help 
out elsewhere in the network.

The MV Isle of Arran, a more reg-
ular visitor to Arran, was launched in 
1984 at Ferguson Ailsa, as the Clyde 
yard was called then, and served 10 
years on the Ardrossan to Brodick 
route, then a stint to Islay before tak-
ing up her current duties.

Photograph by John Baraclough

The MV Hebridean Isles and the MV Isle of Arran lie storm-bound in Brodick.

For the second year in 
succession, residents can 
go online to take part in the 
budget engagement.

By visiting www.
north-ayrshire.gov.uk/
whatmatters, residents can 
take a short survey letting 
the council know where it 
should focus its priorities 
for the year ahead.

For those without internet 
access, printed copies are 
being made available at li-
braries.

Council leader Joe Cull-
inane said: ‘As a result of 
austerity, the council has 
already faced tens of mil-
lions of pounds of cuts 
from jobs and services in 
recent years, and there is 
no end of austerity in sight.

‘That means it becomes 
even harder each year 
to balance a budget that 
doesn’t damage local ser-
vices or loses more jobs. 
Unless the situation chang-
es, there is no escaping the 
fact that the way the coun-
cil delivers its services will 
have to change.

‘That’s why the views of 
our communities in setting 
out where the council’s 
priorities should be for the 
years ahead is vitally im-
portant. We want as many 
people as possible to let us 
know matters to them.’

The online survey will 
be available 24 hours a 
day until January 31, and 
it only takes a few minutes 
to complete. The results 
of the survey will be used 
to inform the council as it 
sets out its budget propos-
als early next year.

The online survey can 
also be printed out and 
submitted to Arran Library 
or any North Ayrshire li-
brary.

MUSIC ARRAN CONCERT
PURE BRASS

Saturday 19th January, 2pm, Brodick Hall
Please note AFTERNOON concert

Tickets are £10 available on line from 
arranevents, at Inspiratons or at the door. 

Children and students are free

open seven days a
week for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

exciting
daily

specials

fresh
local dining

for reservations call
01770 302 234 or book online at

www.auchrannie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

Locally sourced seafood and grilled meats
are combined with daily specials.

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am,
lunch from 12.30pm - 4.30pm and 

dinner from 5.00pm - 9.30pm. 

Bar open throughout the day serving 
teas & coffees, cold drinks and cakes. 

Relax in front of our toasty log burner!
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Village shop may be part 
of hotel revamping plan
The refurbishment of the 
Sannox Bay Hotel may 
have an added benefi t for  
residents as plans lodged 
with North Ayrshire Coun-
cil include a village shop.

The full planning appli-
cation by the new owners, 
the Real Dragon’s Den, in-
cludes the refurbishment 
and alteration and partial 
change of use of the hotel 
which has been closed for 
two years.

Plans, fi rst revealed by 
the Banner last April, in-
clude alterations which 
will change the accom-
modation type to more of 
a self-catering nature and 
will bring the hotel up to 
date with more modern in-
terior and furnishings.

Overhaul
The refurbishment will 

also include an overhaul 
of the roof along with a 
substantial upgrade to the 
damp-proofi ng and insula-
tion of the building to bring 
it up to modern standards.

The kitchen and restau-
rant of the hotel will also 
be upgraded and the large 
conservatory at the front of 
the building will be con-
verted into the owner’s ac-
commodation. Special at-
tention will also be put into 
ensuring that the build-
ing is accessible for people 
with disabilities or mobili-
ty issues.

In addition, the plans in-
clude a small village shop 
which will stock essentials 
items such as bread, milk, 
newspapers and groceries 
and an online offering will 
help to boost its sales.

A spokesman from the 
Real Dragon’s Den said: 
‘Our group of friends have 
reopened many closed 
shops and made many suc-
cesses. 

‘If the overheads are kept 
right down and the shop 
managed well – plus lo-
cal folk and visitors use 
it – then it will be viable. 
The saving grace for many 
shops we have helped re-
open is the internet. The 
general retail element (cus-
tomers through the front 
door) will help pay the 
overheads such as electric-
ity/telephone/wages. If you 
add some internet retail 
into the mix, this can mean 
the difference between be-
ing viable or not.

‘There is only one way 
to fi nd out: open the hotel 
shop for a trial six months. 
If it is utilised and support-
ed by local folk, then we 
will keep it going. If not, 
then it shall have an inter-
esting, real-life lesson to 
study and learn from.’

The Scottish company 
specialises in bringing 
closed businesses back to 
life and out of its 27 suc-

cessful projects completed 
over its 20-year existence 
so far, the Sannox Bay Ho-
tel is the fi fth hotel project.

The application is cur-
rently under consideration 
by planning offi cials and 
neighbour notifi cations 
have been issued to four 
properties within 20 metres 
of the boundary site.

The Sannox Bay Hotel. 
01_B13sannox01
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Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Dookers take the plunge in New Year’s Day dips
Arran went dook crazy this year with 
no fewer than fi ve events across the 
island.

In the biggest, more than 60 har-
dy souls took part in the annual New 
Year’s Day dook in Brodick Bay with 
a large number of spectators going 
along to witness the spectacle.

Fixture
Now in its seventh year, the dook 

which is organised by the Douglas 
Hotel and which started as a small 
challenge by a group of friends, has 
become a regular and the fi rst fi x-

ture of the year in the Arran calen-
dar. Starting with a procession along 
the foreshore, the dookers made their 
way from the Douglas Hotel to the 
Brodick jetty, in fancy dress and fes-
tive outfi ts as usual, before launching 
themselves into the ice-cold water.

Illness
This year there was no theme, how-

ever, organisers and Douglas Hotel 
staff wore face masks of two of their 
friends who were unable to make the 
event this year through illness.

Coinciding with the horn of the MV 

Isle of Arran, which sounded in re-
membrance of the Iolaire tragedy - as 
did all vessels in the CalMac fl eet - 
the dookers entered the water at mid-
day.

Other villages got in on the act this 
year with Lochranza, Corrie and 
Shiskine Valley all holding New 
Year’s Day dooks of their own and, 
of course, they followed the Lamlash 
Dook on Boxing Day covered by the 
Arran Banner last week.

All Brodick Dook photographs by
Colin Smeeton.

Participants at the head of the procession make their way 
along the promenade with face masks in honour of friends 
who could not make the dook this year. 01_B02dook01

One of the founding 
dookers, Sean Henry, 
owner of the Douglas 
Hotel, was the � rst into 
the water with his mask in 
honour of his unwell friend. 
01_B02dook02

Team Douglas Hotel pose for a group photograph 
following their dook. 01_B02dook04

Spectators line the jetty and promenade to watch the dookers take to the water. 
01_B02dook05

Making a splash: dookers enter the water while others 
make a hasty exit. 01_B02dook07

Dookers running into the water at the Shiskine Valley dook. Photograph: Eilidh Kerr.

Impervious to the cold, two children take great delight in 
swimming while their mum, in grey and black, seems less 
impressed. 01_B02dook09

A group of friends hold hands as they enter the water. 
01_B02dook10
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Dookers take the plunge in New Year’s Day dips

A man and his dog take to the water to 
enjoy a swim in the bay. 01_B02dook03

Children, dogs and dookers take to the cold waters of Brodick Bay. 01_B02dook06

An expression de� nes how this dooker found the temperature of the water. 01_B02dook08

This youngster, who brought along a small 
paddle board, was reluctant to leave the 
water. 01_B02dook11

The contingent who took part in the � rst Corrie village dook. Photograph: Jack Benjamin Toye. 

Known as the Lochranza Loonies, these swimmers took part in the second annual dook. 
Photograph Gail Scott. 



8 Letters ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 12 January, 2019arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Editorial How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate 
good faith, although these details can be 
withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be 
included. Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. 
Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that 
mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the editori-
al content of newspapers. We will 
abide by the decision of IPSO.

Press policy

Thought for the week

Ian Brown on his mum’s 
bike at Craig Dhu in 1954. 

Craig Dhu 
remembered
Sir,
The article in the Banner 
about the Craig Dhu guest 
house in Lamlash (Satur-
day December 29) remind-
ed me of three memorable 
holidays in 1952, 1953 and 
1954 that I had with my 
parents.

We visited during  the 
Kilmarnock Fair fortnight 
in August and so there were 
several family groups from 
the town like ourselves. 
There were also folk from 
Paisley and Clackmannan 
I remember. I attach a snap 
showing me with my moth-
er’s bike in front of the en-
trance porch in 1954.

On our fi rst visit we were 
‘housed’ in a wooden shed 
situated in the rear garden 
at the end of the drive. In 
the later years, we were 
‘promoted’, as frequent 
visitors, to the annex. This 
addition to the house on the 
right end of the building as 

you face it, is still there but 
it no longer has an external 
door as far as I can see.

The receipt displayed by 
Ms Linton showing a two-
week family holiday at £35 
7/- is interesting too. I re-
member my father having 
£1 a week reserved from 
his £8 wage packet every 
week to accumulate to 
pay for the summer holi-
days. In the early 1950s the 
cost was around £30 for 
the three of us. As this was 
around four weeks’ wages, 
it was a signifi cant family 
expense despite the amount 
seeming now so low.

The location of the guest 
house was ideal for a child 
living away from the coast. 
Right in front of the guest 
house was the sea with a 
narrow sandy bathing strip. 
In those days there was a 
lot of international ship-
ping on the Firth of Clyde 
so from the windows of 
the Craig Dhu you could 
spot large cargo ships in 
light tropical colours mak-

ing their way to and from 
Glasgow.

Sometimes a large naval 
ship would pass in the dis-
tance and about 15 minutes 
later the wash would come 
crashing on to the beach as 
it swept between Clauch-
lands Point and the Holy 
Isle and into the bay.

Happy days.
Yours,
Ian A Brown,
Blairgowrie.

Where does 
money go?
Sir,
Your front-page (Saturday 
December 29) reports that 
tourism is worth more than 
£60 million a year to Arran. 
Where does the money go? 
It is certainly not going into 
the pockets of local people.

It has previously been 
said that only two hotels 
on the island can afford to 
pay the real living wage of 
£8.75 per hour. What does 
this mean? Is the £60 mil-
lion fi gure an illusion, or 
are a  lot of people working 
for next to nothing? 

It sounds like a rip off to 
me. Why don’t you try and 
get to the bottom of that 
one?

Yours,
Alistair McIntosh,
Lamlash.

Exhibition highlights plastic fight
The TAP exhi-
bition features 
information and 
an interactive 
component 
to spread 
the message. 

01_B02TAP01

Think About Plastic-Arran 
(TAP) is delighted to be 
kicking off Arran Library 
exhibitions for 2019.

The TAP steering group, 
which includes both of Ar-
ran’s councillors, repre-
sentatives from the Com-
munity of Arran Seabed 
Trust (COAST), EcoSavvy, 
the Co-op and representa-
tives from local business-
es and community groups, 
aims to get everyone on 
Arran thinking about their 
purchasing decisions con-
cerning plastic items, their 
use of plastic, in particular 
single-use plastic, and how 
they dispose of plastic.

Helen How, chairwom-
an of TAP-Arran, said: 
‘Everyone is aware of the 

awful consequences that 
plastic in our seas has on 
marine life and the envi-
ronment.

‘This exhibition aims to 
show how residents and 
visitors on Arran can make 
minor changes in their 
homes and businesses to 

result in signifi cant chang-
es to the amount of plas-
tic ending up on our beach-
es and entering the seas 
around Arran.

‘TAP is already work-
ing with many island or-
ganisations and businesses 
to achieve this aim but we 

hope to engage even more.’
The exhibition will run 

until January 31. It in-
cludes information about 
the amount, type and 
source of litter on Arran’s 
beaches, an interactive ac-
tivity about recycling and 
ideas about how we can all 
help keep Arran’s seas and 
beaches plastic free.

Individuals, businesses 
and organisations with the 
drive to contribute to re-
ducing the amount of plas-
tic in our seas can get infor-
mation and support from 
TAP-Arran and sign up 
to become TAP allies via 
their website www.think-
aboutplastic-arran.co.uk 
or by telephoning 01770 
600081.

But the fruit of the Spir-
it is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control; against such 
things there is no law – 
Galatians 5:22-23

Back in use
The issue raised by the 
Arran Civic Trust this 
week concerning the 
number of buildings on 
the island being left to 
decay is a serious one.

The need for housing, 
particularly affordable 
housing, has been well 
documented in the pages 
of the Banner, but while 
progress is being made a 
huge amount still needs to 
be done.

The sight of derelict 
buildings, in various stag-
es of disrepair which 
could be brought back 
into use is heartbreaking. 
And why owners, large 
and small, cannot see the 
benefi t of the income that 
could be raised from the 
redevelopment of these 
properties for rent or sale 
beggars belief.

The ACT article this 
week focuses largely on 
properties in the South-
end, but this is an 
island-wide problem and 
one which needs to be 
urgently addressed.

However, often the 
problem lies in owner-
ship, or a lack of knowl-
edge of ownership. A fi rst 
step to fi nding out who 
owns land or property in 
Scotland is to access the 
Registers of Scotland’s 
registers or post a notice 
on the door.

Perhaps we can see 
a few more properties 
brought back into use in 
2019.
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Help is sought for otter
conservation
A Glasgow University stu-
dent who is studying the 
effects of microplastics in 
marine life is appealing to 
walkers and wildlife enthu-
siasts on Arran for assistance 
in collecting spraint (otter 
dung) samples as part of his 
dissertation research.

Two otters can be seen on a bed of kelp. Spraints provide 
important clues about their diets. Photo Richard Shucksmith

Glasgow university student Pablo Garcia is pictured 
collecting otter spraints in Lochranza. 

Pablo Garcia is investi-
gating how microplastics 
are travelling in the food 
chain around the Firth of 
Clyde and the impact that 
they have on otters and 
their prey. This research 
will provide conservation-
ists and scientists with data 

that will be invaluable in 
otter, and other wildlife, 
conservation.

Otters can be found in 
various locations around 
Arran – most notably in 
Kildonan and Lochranza, 
where sighting are com-
mon – with spraint sam-
ples equally abundant on 
the coasts and rocky shores 
where otters can be seen 
fi shing or playing.

Research
Pablo said: ‘My time on 

Arran has been great. I 
have completed my fi rst 
week of data collection 
and it has been brilliant. In 
this fi rst week, 30 spraints 
have been collected. This 
would not have been pos-
sible without the help of 
the residents of the island 

in collecting samples. This 
help is being really impor-
tant in order to complete 
this research study during 
the last year of my degree 
– Bsc Hons Environmental 
Science and Sustainability.

‘If enough data (spraints) 
is collected there is a good 
chance this research study 
will be published by Glas-
gow University. 

‘After all the data is col-
lected, I will analyse the 
spraints in the university 
laboratory to fi nd out if the 
otters around Arran are un-
der threat of microplastics 
and, if found to be pres-
ent in otters, I will examine 
the possible ways that they 
are entering in the otters’ 
system by studying their 
diet and looking at trophic 

transfer in the marine food 
chain. This study will add 
information to help to de-
velop conservation pro-
jects and to establish poli-
cies and laws which would 
help mitigate one of the 
most important global is-
sues, plastic pollution in 
the oceans.’

If you would like to get 
involved in this research, 
Pablo can be contacted on 
2197669G@student.gla.

ac.uk and he will be happy 
to provide you with infor-
mation on how to collect 
and record your samples 
and how to preserve them –  
which is as simple as pop-
ping them into a zip-lock 
bag. Samples can hand-
ed into the Community of 
Arran Seabed Trust’s Oc-
topus Centre in Lamlash 
where they will be stored 
in a freezer for later collec-
tion and analysis.

Euro Coatings Ltd 
EDIT

Euro Coatings Ltd is your one stop shop for all of your ex-
terior wall and roofi ng maintenance and protection needs. 

Operating on Arran and across North, South and East 
Ayrshire and Inverclyde, and even further afi eld on re-
quest, the roof and wall coating specialists have more 
than 20 years of experience in the industry. 

From wall coverings to roof coatings, stonework repair 
and cleaning, the team will take on any project large or 
small to ensure that your home or business is looking at 
its best and protected for years to come, and guaranteed 
to last too.

Other than being aesthetically pleasing and prolonging 
the life of your tiles, paint and walls, the coatings that they 
offer provide a resistance to moss and a waterproof bar-
rier that is maintenance free, available in various colours 
and textures and long lasting.

Owing to their superior customer service and work-
manship and reliability, Euro Coatings Ltd have also 
now branched into block paving and restoration that 
will renew and enhance the look of your home or busi-
ness and add sparkle and value to your property.

Conveniently based in Saltcoats Euro Coatings Ltd 
have an extensive portfolio of work undertaken on Arran, 
including recently fi nished work at the Lamlash Bay Ho-
tel, North Lodge and Kinneil Park and their tried and test-
ed quality products and workmanship can be viewed at a 
number of quality establishments across the island.      

Whatever your exterior needs, be it wall or roof coat-
ings, waterproofi ng or even uPVC windows and doors 
or block paving, the team at Euro Coatings will be happy 
to provide a competitively priced free no obligation sur-
vey and quote.

If you would like to give your property a new lease on 
life, why not call the local business that cares, they will be 
happy to provide you with their trusted solutions that will 
add years and value to your property.

Euro Coatings Ltd
Due to our success in Arran for the 3rd year 
running we are now taking bookings for a no 
obligation quote for your property
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Why are these buildings being left to decay?
The Arran Civic Trust is much concerned that, if 
buildings with their strong historical references con-
tinue to decay, part of Arran’s history, and an impor-
tant part, will be lost for ever.

Ian Ferguson, who wrote this article, said: ‘We 
appeal to the owners, whether major landowners or 
smaller private ones, to make proper provision to con-
serve or restore what is left. At the very least, photo-
graphic and written records should be made and ar-
chived for future generations.’
Those readers lucky 
enough to have had ac-
cess to Isle of Arran Herit-
age: the Arran High School 
Project, the so-called chil-
dren’s book published in 
2002 with the aid of Lot-
tery money but, sadly, not 
in general circulation, will 
fi nd under the section de-
voted to The South End 
that references are made to 
the lifestyles of the people 
who inhabited Bennicar-
rigan and Glenrie during 
the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries.

People live in houses. 
Houses defi ne people and 
provide the ambiences for 
their living, surrounded as 
they are by friends, neigh-
bours and work places. 
People lived in Bennicar-
rigan and Glenrie, but also 
in now forgotten places 
such as Bogarie and Gar-
gadale. A visitor today will 
fi nd little trace of these old 
clachans, just suffi cient to 
stir the imagination and 
ask the questions why and 
how?

Arran has been settled 
for millennia and was for 
many centuries settled by 
folk in settled ways. But 
those ways came to an 
abrupt end with the High-
land Clearances, when the 
old ‘ineffi cient’ clachans, 
of which there were many 
on the island, were swept 
away to make room for 
sheep and the far more 
profi table wool trade. 
The legacy of this terrible 
time was ruination of the 
old clachan buildings and 
their replacement by fewer, 
larger buildings to house 
that part of the population 
which refused or was una-
ble to take ship for the New 
World.

Relics
In Glenrie, we can still see 

the relics of the old ways of 
life. The yellow-windowed 
cottage opposite Gelen-
rie Farm on the Ross Road 
(1) is now uninhabited, but 
it occupies one of the sites 
to which the inhabitants of 
Lower Bennicarrigan were 
forced to fl ee when that 

township was demolished. 
Until the 1980s, it was in-
habited by Muriel Tod. It is 
of importance in that it is 
the last remaining visible 
manifestation of the time of 
worry and hardship, when 
the great-great-grandfa-
ther of Mrs Walker and his 
family had no choice but to 
‘move into bog and heath-
er, taking with them only 
their last crop’.

At the foot of the glen are 
the remains of Glenrie Mill 
with its attendant cottage 
and outbuildings (3, 4). To 
the right of the road, just 
before the bridge, stands 
the old shepherd’s cottage 
(2), until recently occupied 
but now deserted. The mill 
is important. It was a card-
ing mill, carding being the 
process whereby the dis-
organised wool fi bres are 
teased out ready for spin-
ning, and was in use until 
the beginning of the 20th 
century. A Mrs McKinnon 
was said to be the last of 

1. The yellow-windowed 
cottage opposite Gelenrie 
Farm on the Ross Road. 

3 and 4. Glenrie Mill with its attendant cottage and
outbuildings. 

6. The church at Bennicarrigan is all that remains. 

5. Ruined building to the 
right side of the
Ross Road.
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY IN A ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 

AND A THREE COURSE MEAL IN KYLOE FOR TWO, WORTH £450

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where do Kyloe source their ethical beef from?

Win a luxurious stay in The Rutland Hotel’s 
5-star apartments with dinner for two in the 
award-winning Kyloe Restaurant & Grill. Located 
in the heart of Edinburgh, just a step from Princ-
es Street, The Rutland Hotel oozes luxury and 
style making it the perfect stayover in Scotland’s 
capital. Also included is a three course meal from 
Kyloe, offering some of the world’s most ethical 
beef from Hardiesmill Farm in the Scottish 
Borders and delicious in-house dry aged steaks.

Must be booked in advance. Subject to availability. Prize cannot be part redeemed and must be used during one stay. Prize 
includes a 1 night stay in a luxury 5 star, self-catering apartment and a 3 course meal in Kyloe for 2 people. Drinks are not included.
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Why are these buildings being left to decay?

the wool carders, but her 
son John was shown in the 
1861 Census to have that 
as his occupation.

What is of interest is that 
by the 1860s the Arran 
clearances were approach-
ing their end, the crofters’ 
old land being turned over 
to sheep. Hence, for half a 
century nearly, the mill had 
importance until it became 
more profi table to process 
the wool off the island.

Of even greater signifi -
cance is the ruined build-
ing to the right hand side 
of the Ross, opposite the 
quarry, as the road climbs 
up towards Bennicarrig-
an (5). Catherine McLardy, 
interviewed for the chil-
dren’s book, related that, 
at the time of the eviction 
from Bennicarrgan, her 
great-great-grandmother 
was expecting a child and 
could not face the voyage 
to Canada. The family was 
offered 81 acres of bog and 
heather further inland at 

a place known as Boga-
rie (Gaelic for The King’s 
Bog). They built the house 
and barns illustrated with 
their bare hands. She com-
mented: ‘I’m proud to say 
that I was born under that 
roof.’

Remains
Bennicarrigan itself was 

a substantial township, 
with the many cottages 
each leasing its share of 
in-bye land but sharing 
common grazing. The ar-
able parts were cultivated 
on the rig system, where-
by the land was farmed in 
strips separated by drain-

age areas. The remains of 
the rigs at Bennicarrigan 
can be seen to the south-
east of the church. Of the 
buildings, the church is all 
that remains (6): it was the 
place of worship for the 
Free Presbyterians until it 
fell into disuse many years 
ago.

That is the sorry tale of 
Glenrie and Bennicarrig-
an. But there are other sites 
on the island of equal im-
portance. Two, for exam-
ple, are in Catacol and 
Lochranza, where are to be 
found the remains of the 
barking sheds (7, 8).

These semi-industrial 
buildings were used at the 
time of sail, when fi shing 
boats required their sails 
to be in pristine condition. 
The technique was to im-
pregnate the latter with va-
pour from the bark of trees 
found only in this part of 
the island.

At Lochranza, a canal ran 
from the top of the bay to 
the shed, the ruins of which 
can be seen to the north of 
the road, enabling boats to 
be moored and their sails 
brought inside to be hung 
up and impregnated in the 
burning vapour. At Cat-
acol, one of the steaming 
vats can still be seen in the 
small, ruined enclosure ad-
jacent to the road.

2. The old shepherd’s cottage was occupied until recently but is now deserted. 

7 and 8. Remains of the barking sheds to be found in 
Catacol and Lochranza. 
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 January 2019. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Winter is upon us, and what 
better way to start your day than 
the traditional Scottish way - with 
a hearty bowl of porridge. 

Oats can benefi t your health in 
lots of ways, which is why health 
professionals recommend eating 
them as part of a healthy diet. 

Porridge producer Hamlyns of 
Scotland proudly boast that their 
porridge oats and oatmeal are 
guaranteed to be 100% Scottish. 
For such a quintessential Scottish 
product that’s important.

The fi rst Hamlyns Oatmeal 
was produced at the Fraserburgh 
Watermill in 1965. Today, their mill 
in Boyndie, Banffshire, is one of the 
most modern in Western Europe. 

Scottish Field has teamed up 
with Hamlyns of Scotland, to give 
readers the opportunity to win one 
of three Perfect Porridge packs. Each 
prize contains two exclusive china 
bowls and mugs, an apron and a tea 
towel, designed by Gillian Kyle, along 
with a hand-carved wooden spurtle 
and a range of Hamlyns products.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:                                          
Where is Hamlyns of Scotland’s based?

WIN 
ONE OF THREE HAMLYNS OF SCOTLAND PERFECT PORRIDGE PACKS
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Scottish Field have teamed up with the Nick Nairn 
Cook School to offer two lucky readers the chance to 
win a ‘Just You & Nick’ one day cooking experience 
at the school at Port of Menteith. Winners will receive 
a telephone consultation with Nick to help design a 
bespoke menu. They will have the school and Nick to 
themselves for the entire day. Nick will teach them how 
to cook their menu and join them to eat and drink. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: Where is the Nick 

Nairn Cook School?

WIN 
A COOKING EXPERIENCE WITH NICK NAIRN 

Prize must be taken in 2019. Transport is not included. Any 
additional costs are not covered by the prize. 

Relax in one of eight luxury suites before heading to 
the restaurant for a beautifully crafted six course tasting 
menu. Let us serve you breakfast the next morning 
before you enjoy a day in the Kingdom. The Peat Inn, 
by St Andrews, is a 5-star restaurant with rooms and 
Michelin Star Chef Proprietor, Geoffrey Smeddle, uses 
the fi nest Scottish ingredients to create delicious and 
contemporary cuisine. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: How many suites does 

The Peat Inn have?

WIN 
AN EPICUREAN INDULGENCE AT THE PEAT 

INN FOR TWO PEOPLE (WORTH £355)

Valid Tues – Thurs, subject to availability, based on 2 people sharing 
a room. Drinks not included. Must be taken by 31 May 2019.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.

NB: The competition closes on 18 January 2019. 
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, 
telephone number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 
496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottish� eld.co.uk. 
Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 January 2019. 
Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize to win a bottle of 
Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve Whisky.
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Pure Brass quintet 
perform in Brodick
Music Arran’s January 
concert will see one of the 
country’s top brass ensem-
bles playing in Brodick 
Hall on Saturday January 
19 at 2pm in a show featur-
ing everything from show-
biz classics to James Mac-
Millan’s eclectic church 
music.

The Pure Brass quin-
tet consists of Iain Archi-
bald and Andrew Connell 
Smith, trumpets; Christo-
pher Gough on horn; Chris-
topher Mansfi eld playing 
trombone; and Danielle 
Price on tuba. The group 
was formed in 2006 at the 
Conservatoire in Glasgow, 
but now performs to criti-
cal acclaim throughout the 
UK.

They have played in ven-
ues as varied as St Magnus 
Cathedral in Orkney, St 
Martin in the Fields, Lon-
don, and at T in the Park. 
They have won awards in-
cluding the RSAMD Gov-
ernor’s Prize for chamber 
music, the Mary Adams 
Award and the Norman 
Cooper Prize at the Aber-
deen International Youth 
Festival. The programme 
of music will include 
Mahler, MacMillan, Bach, 
Barber, Maxwell Davies, 
Mascagni, Vivaldi and lots 
more.

Please note, this is an af-
ternoon concert and starts 
at 2pm. Refreshments will 
be available. Tickets are 
£10 available online from 

arranevents, at Inspiratons 
or at the door. Children 

and students are free. What 
better to do on a cold Jan-

uary afternoon to lift the 
post-Christmas blues?

Pure Brass who will be performing in Brodick next weekend.

Eco Savvy at 
elderly forum
The next meeting of the 
Arran Elderly Forum will 
feature Eco Savvy project 
manager Jude King as the 
guest speaker and is open 
to all who may be interest-
ed in fi nding out more.

It will be held on 
Wednesday January 16 
at the Ormidale Pavilion 
at 10.30am for a prompt 
11am start and the pres-
entation will inform those 
attending the progress that 
Eco Savvy has made and 
some of the projects that 
it is currently undertaking 
– such as its very success-
ful and useful home ener-
gy audits.

The forum meets every 
third week of the month 
during the year except dur-
ing July, August and De-
cember. In addition to 
the nine annual meetings, 
there are also two out-
ings and a winter lunch. 
Topics at the meetings in-
clude current issues that 
affect the elderly and guest 
speakers are often invited 
to address the audience. 

Birds in archaeology

A wall painting in an ancient Egyptian tomb shows a red-breasted goose and a present 
day photograph of the same species. 

The speaker scheduled for 
the Arran Natural History 
Society meeting on De-
cember 6 realised that his 
return journey to the main-
land on the following day 
was likely to be in jeop-
ardy due to the forecast 
gales and was compelled to 
cancel.

At short notice a replace-
ment had to be found and, 
not for the fi rst time, Dr 
Jim Cassels, the Arran bird 
recorder, stepped into the 
breach. The subject of his 
chosen talk was Birds in 
Archaeology and, although 
professing no great knowl-
edge or interest in archae-
ology, he had obviously 
carried out extensive re-
search on the subject.

Jim took as his defi nition 
of archaeology – the sys-
tematic study of past hu-

man life and culture by the 
recovery and examination 
of remaining material evi-
dence. He then regaled us 
on the inter-relationships 
between the earlycomers, 
the birds, and the latecom-
er, homo sapiens.

Many countries, typically 
France, nominally legislate 
for the protection of birds 
but unfortunately poach-
ers still operate on a com-
mercial scale and little use 
is made of the law to bring 
the practice to an end.

Investigations at archae-
ological sites yield inter-
esting information on bird 
populations in the past 
and now. The accompa-
nying illustration, from a 
wall painting in an ancient 
Egyptian tomb, shows a 
red-breasted goose in per-
fect detail.

Painted 4,500 years ago, 
this species no longer 
over-winters on the Nile 
delta where it must have 
been familiar to the artist.

The breeding range of 
the red-breasted goose is 
now Western Siberia and 
the species winters by the 
Black, Caspian and Aral 
Seas.

For comparison, there is 
also a present day photo-
graph of the same species. 
Jim questioned what envi-
ronmental or climatic var-
iations had brought about 
this signifi cant change so 
emphatically evidenced by 
the ancient cave painting.

Following his entertain-
ing and stimulating pres-
entation, Jim received a 
wide range of questions 
from the membership.

Brian Couper

Scottish weddings... Jenny Colgan... 
Romantic getaways... Ayrshire 

insights... The life of Robert Burns... 
Inside Myres Castle... Dame Sue 

Black... Spinach recipes...
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Every day
Octopus Centre                                      Old Pavilion, Lamlash, Centre Open 7 days, 11am - 3pm
Octopus Centre – tennis                                               Old Pavilion, Lamlash Open 7 days, any time                                                                                                                      
Brodick Mini Golf                                                            Open 7days, 9am - 5pm ish, all-weather                    
Brodick Castle, garden only                                                                            Open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping                                      Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm 
Arran Brewery                                                             Open - Mon, Friday & Saturday, 10am - 5pm               
                                                                         Tuesday - Thursday, 11am - 4pm. Tours daily at 2pm  

Saturday 12th January
Winter rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Free public premiere of comedy fi lm, Uncowed    Community Theatre,  Arran High School 7pm
Live music – The Sensational Biff Simpson        Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
   

Sunday 13th January
Young musicians: Megan Hamill and Iona Summer     Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                            Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Film Night, Leave No Trace (PG)            Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 8pm  
Folk music session                                                                            Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 14th January
Kenneth Gibson MSP advice surgeries                   Whiting Bay Village Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
                                                                                           Lamlash Fire Station, 1.30pm - 2.30pm     
                                                                                                 Brodick Health Centre, 3pm - 4pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                          Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult tennis                                                                                            Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Circuit training                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm 
Live music – Fatman & the Angel                                         Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 6.30pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, all welcome                              Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over-10s,                                     Brodick Church Hall, 7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 15th January
Healthy Outdoors Team                                     Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Eco Savvy energy surgeries                                             Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10am - 3pm
Winter rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                               Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Arran Pace Makers – Jog Scotland beginners’ group               Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 5.30pm
Steak night – two ribeye steaks and bottle of wine   Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 5.30pm
Arran Hockey Club – juniors (5 -14yrs)                                 Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                               Corrie Hall, 6pm
Scottish country dancing                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Trev’s pop music quiz                                                                    Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional music sessions                                                                                     Brodick Bar, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                      Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 16th January
Yoga                                                                                   Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers                                 Brodick Castle and Country Park, 9.30am -1pm
Knit and Blether                                     Bay Wool & Crafts, Whiting Bay 10.30am -12.30pm Arran 
Heritage Museum                                                        Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Elderly Forum – Eco Savvy talk                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 11am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                      St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Archives and Genealogy Service    Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm & 1.30pm - 3.30pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

Dog classes                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Arran Theatre and Arts Trust AGM                                 Brodick Co-op Community Room, 5.30pm
Arran Pace Makers running group                                                                     Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                               Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Live music – Cams Campbell                                                    Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 6.30pm
Tae Kwon Do         Juniors 6.30pm-7.30pm, advanced juniors and adults, AHS, 7.30pm -8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                      Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                   PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock’n’pop bingo                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 17th January
Morning fi tness                                                                Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                         Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum                                                               Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
ACLI volunteer gardening day                             Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Steak night – two steak dinners and a bottle of wine                            Drift Inn, Lamlash, 5pm -9pm 
Indian platter                                                                    Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, from 5.30pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, all welcome                                   Little Rock, Brodick, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Badminton, all welcome                                                                            Shiskine Hall, 7pm
Arran Hockey Club – seniors (12 yrs +)                 Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm  
Arran Soul Choir                                          Community Theatre, Arran High School, 7pm - 9pm            
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                    Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Body Blitz                                                                Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Tommy’s general knowledge quiz                                          Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 18th January
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Arran Heritage Museum                                                      Rosaburn, Brodick, 11am - 3.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                     Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do                               Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy                                              Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday night quiz                                                              Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm

Saturday 19th January
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Dr Graham’s Homes – soup and sandwiches            Brodick Church Hall, 12.noon to 2.00 pm
Winter rink bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Music Arran presents Pure Brass                                                                     Brodick Hall, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Shindig                                            Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Remembering George 
Forrest Auld

21st May 1939 to
5th December 2018

After passing my driving 
test on Arran in the 1970s,  
I spent the next 20 years of 
my car buying life blissful-
ly unaware some people 
actually chose the make 
and model of the vehicle 
they desired.

I assumed everyone or-
ganised transport the same 
way as myself and those 
that I knew on the island. 
You simply gathered up as 
much money as you could 
muster, gave it to George 
Forrest (Foggy) Auld and 
asked him to fi nd a car at 
the market which he visit-
ed each week with fellow 
motley mechanics includ-
ing D G Weir, E K Ribbeck 
and D S Bannatyne.

When the MOT was re-
quired you returned to Dip-
pen and faced Forrest’s 
oral exam. ‘Are the brakes 
OK?’ ‘Not too bad.’ ‘Is 
the steering OK?’ ‘Not too 
bad.’ ‘Are you taking it to 
the mainland?’ ‘No.’ ‘Are 

George as he will best be remembered.

you planning to sell it?’  
‘No.’ ‘Ach well, it should 
be fi ne.’

Whenever you met Foggy 
there was always the joke 
of the day – he must have 
had a thousand of them 
tucked away as there was 
never any repetition. And 
there was always the ‘twin-
kle’. That cheeky sparkle 
in the eyes that said G F 
Auld knew something you 
didn’t and that he may or 
may not tell you depending 
on whether time and cir-
cumstances permitted.

For many years he met 
up with the 5 o’clock club 
in the Whiting Bay Ho-
tel and Shurig where along 
with Messrs Angus, Spiers, 
Ross-Bain and Moglia he 

swapped patter and gossip 
as well as contributing to 
the fi nancial well-being of  
the whisky industry.

Forrest was a long serv-
ing member of the Coast-
guard and further helped 
the community by mak-
ing himself available at all 
times of the day and night 
to extricate errant drivers 
(including his sons) and 
their cars from the ever 
present danger of island 
ditches.

Remembered
Although originally a 

bank clerk he, of course, 
will be remembered as a 
mechanic whose mantra 
was ‘get the customer back 
on the road as soon as pos-
sible’. 

Not being mechanical-
ly minded, I assumed For-
rest’s technique was stand-
ard – discarding parts that 
were deemed non-essen-
tial and adding a selection 
of nuts, bolts and pieces of 
wire in a Heath Robinson 
arrangement that would 
have probably baffl ed the 
original designer.

Born and raised in Dip-
pen, he was one of the last 
of his generation to do Na-
tional Service - in Ger-
many. After that he sel-
dom strayed too far from 

the island. In 1961 he met 
Margaret, who was holi-
daying on the island, and 
three years later they mar-
ried in Danderhall, Edin-
burgh. After a brief spell 
at Springhill, Whiting 
Bay, they moved to Dip-
pen where they spent the 
next 50 years, raising sons 
Nicol and Ross and daugh-
ter Yvonne.

Margaret and Forrest 
lived happily at Dippen un-
til ill health meant his last 
few years were spent at 
Montrose House. 

In the last few weeks, 

Forrest’s health deteriorat-
ed and he passed away sur-
rounded by his family on 
December 5.

The family thank the 
wonderful staff at Mon-
trose House, the Arran doc-
tors, distict nurses and all 
those who have given good 
wishes and support over 
the last few weeks.

Forrest, who was 79, is 
survived by wife Marga-
ret, daughter Yvonne, sons 
Nicol and Ross and broth-
er Jim.

Contributed on behalf of 
the family.

Corrie 
Film Club 
presents ...   

Leave no Trace
(USA 2018 Cert 12
1 hour 44 minutes)

Debra Granik’s  powerful 
and poignant fi lm Leave 
No Trace is Corrie Film 
Club’s offering for Janu-
ary.

This award winning fi lm, 
based on Peter Rock’s nov-
el My Abandonment, re-
volves around a teenage 
girl and her father who 
have lived undetected for 
years in Forest Park, a vast 
wood on the edge of Port-
land, Oregon. 

A chance encounter leads 
to their discovery and re-
moval from the park and 
into the charge of a social 
service agency.

Attempts are made to 
re-introduce them to soci-
ety, but there follow a se-
ries of adoptions by and es-
capes from well-meaning 
people unable to accept the 
free way of life that they 
have been living. 

After trying to adapt, they 
embark on a perilous jour-
ney into the wilderness.

Subtle and thought pro-
voking, the fi lm has a lot to 
say about the way we live. 
Leave No Trace is defi nite-
ly worth seeing. 

It will be shown in Corrie 
and Sannox village hall to-
morrow (Sunday) at 8pm. 
Everyone welcome.

Super soup for Kalimpong
The Friends of Dr Graham’s Homes is holding its 
annual soup and sandwich lunch in Brodick Church 
Hall on Saturday January 19 from noon until 2pm.

There will be a selection of delicious soups, a 
wide variety of sandwiches, tea and biscuits, bric a 
brac and home baking. 

Not to be missed is the wonderful raffl e, along 
with stimulating company and interesting chat.

A warm welcome is extended to all visitors and 
supporters of Dr Graham’s Homes in Kalimpong, 
India.
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Send your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

Ferry to make historic 
trip round Ailsa Craig

CRSC members mingle with CalMac crew on the bridge 
of the MV Isle of Arran during the January 2018 charter. 
Photograph courtesy of CRSC.

The MV Isle of Arran will 
become the fi rst CalMac 
ferry to circumnavigate 
Ailsa Craig this weekend 
when the 35-year-old ves-
sel makes the charted voy-
age for Clyde River Steam-
er Club (CRSC).

Setting off at 11am from 
Ardrossan, the vessel will 
make its way to the 99 hec-
tare island which lies 10 
miles west of mainland 
Scotland, south of Arran, 
and return at 4pm.

One-off trip
Once a popular route 

by steamers and turbine 
steamers, when sea cruises 
were a traditional and regu-
lar summer activity, the ex-
cursion will be a fi rst and 
one-off trip for the ferry 
company and will not in-
terfere with its current ser-
vice on the Ardrossan to 
Brodick route.

Taking place today (Sat-
urday) the sailing will in-
clude a two-course meal 
and offer unparalleled 
views of the volcanic plug 
famous for its gannet col-
ony and towering granite 
cliffs.

A summer view of Ailsa Craig from the deck of the Waverley, showing the steep granite face and gannet colony.
Photograph courtesy of CRSC.

The MV Isle of Arran which will make a charted circumnav-
igation of Ailsa Craig this weekend. 01_B36ferry01

The MV Isle of Arran is 
a favourite of many enthu-
siasts, an impression un-
derlined by the success of 
CRSC’s Round Arran char-
ter in January 2018 when 
the ship’s master and crew 
gave the club a great wel-
come.

Wooden-hulled pad-
dle steamers began sail-
ing round Ailsa Craig near-
ly 200 years ago and by 
the late 19th century the 
trip had become a regular 
feature of the Clyde sum-
mer excursion programme. 
Many still remember the 
Saturday afternoon Round 
Ailsa Craig cruises giv-
en in the 1960s by Duch-
ess of Montrose and Queen 
Mary II, when the steamer 
would blow her whistle to 
arouse the vast number of 
gannets from their nests - a 
practice that was eventual-
ly stopped because of envi-
ronmental concerns.

Since the mid 1970s, op-
portunities to repeat the ex-
perience have been limited 
to the handful of occasions 
each summer when Waver-
ley undertakes the trip.

It pays to advertise in The Arran Banner

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Wed - Fri 11am to 3.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUTTHE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
WINTER OPENING HOURS RESUME FROM 

WEDNESDAY 16TH JANUARY

Chair Yoga  Exercise Classes 

WEDNESDAYS from 16th January  11.00-12.00
In Molios Church Hall , Shiskine

THURSDAYS from 17th January  10.30 - 11.30
At the Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 

We will work on our mobility, balance, 
breath, memory and have a laugh

Tel: 07876 260396

for senior citizens and 
mobility impaired

1 hour 
class

LAMLASH BURNS CLUB No. 2197
(A�  liated to the Robert Burns World Federation)

 Annual Burns 
Supper

To be held in Lamlash Golf Club
Saturday 26th January 2018 at 7.00 for 7.30pm

Want to hear superb Speakers!
Be entertained, well fed and lubricated, 
then come along to this great Supper.

Ticket £25.00 available from Committee Members:
Jock Kelso 860318; Allan Nicol 870212;

Jake Kerr 302138; Andy Martin 700449 & 
Jim Lees 810248.
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Postbus threat
Arran’s postbus service might be under 
threat following the refusal of North Ayr-
shire to recommend fi nancial support.
 The council said that it does not merit this 
support because it is little used. This could 
be the result of a request from the Post Of-
fi ce for a subsidy of £4,190 per annum to-
wards the service.
 This is effectively a subsidy of £2.09 per 
passenger journey for, as North Ayrshire 
has identifi ed, there are very few passen-
gers. The average is seven passengers a 
day or fewer than one per postbus journey. 
Despite the very small usage of the ser-
vice, it is possibly above average for Scot-
land.

On Arran, there may only be one pas-
senger per journey, however, in some ru-
ral areas it may only be one per week. But 
that one person lives in a very inaccessible 
place and they may not get out at all if it 
were not for that postbus.

To the rescue
During the storms back on Boxing Day, 
Arran’s relief lifeboat, The Ernest Arm-
strong, was called out to rescue a stricken 
fi sh farm auxiliary vessel in Lamlash Bay 

Arran Brass now have a 
complete set of � ne new 
instruments courtesy of 
the National Lottery. The 
shiny new instruments 
were distributed at the 
band’s � rst practice of 
the new year. 01_B02twe02

which was being propelled by the wind out 
towards the open sea.

With the help of fi sh farm manager 
George Nicholson, the crew planned to go 
aboard the fi sh farm vessel to start her mo-
tors. Unable to do so, however, the three 
crewmen were forced to tow the vessel 
through winds as fi erce as force nine to a 
secure mooring closer to shore. The dete-
riorating conditions meant that the lifeboat 
could only be returned to shore by a net 
recovery, performed on this occasion by 
helmsman Nigel Marshall, who brought 
the lifeboat back to dry land little more 
than an hour after launch.

Fine shot
A man with a gun closed the main road be-
low Brodick Castle today, but there was 
no need for alarm. Landscape gardener 
Stewart Lambie had been called upon to 
remove a broken branch hanging 70 feet 
above the road, presenting a dangerous 
hazard to drivers. Maureen Farquharson 
of High Corrie informed the police, who 
closed the road, but no-one had any equip-
ment tall enough to remove the branch by 
hand, so Stewart decided to shoot it down. 
He did so fi rst time and the road was soon 
re-opened to allow drivers on their way.

CalMac pierhands Sandy Picken, Donald McNiven and Duncan Taylor assist with remov-
ing a fallen tree from the Strathwhillan burn to prevent it from becoming a hazard when 
it makes it out to sea. 01_B02twe01

Angela McNeish 
and Puddle Duck, 
champions of the 
Chookie Show which 
attracted a total of 
288 entries this year. 
01_B02twe05

Boulders have been 
placed onto Brodick 

beach by North 
Ayrshire Council in 
an attempt to stem 

the erosion which 
took so much of 

the beach away last 
spring. 01_B02twe04

Stranded on the 
String Road, this 
Stagecoach bus 
slid o�  the road 
and remained 
there all day as the 
rescue truck which 
went to its aid also 
struggled with the 
icy conditions and 
slid into it, causing 
further damage.  
01_B02twe03
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Public Notices

I would like to order 2019 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number ___________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  __________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2020 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Arran Banner
Isle of Arran   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

Scottish 
Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£11.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£

£

£

£

£

THE IDEAL GIFT... Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all
year round with our selection

of stunning calendars. 
To see all the images from

our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran  |  Tel: 01770 860 444

Permanent 
Laundry Assistant 

(24 hours per week - 3 to 4 days).
Experience preferred but not essential as full training 

will be given. Excellent rates of pay, family leisure club 
membership plus company benefi ts.

Applications and enquiries to 
hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk

Kenneth Gibson MSP

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@.parliament.scot
     Facebook: Kenneth Gibson MSP   web: www.kennethgibson.org

Kenneth Gibson MSP will hold advice 
surgeries on Monday 14 January at:

No 
appointment 
necessary

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please do so at: 01294 833 687

Whiting Bay Village Hall 11.30 - 12.30
Lamlash Fire Station 13.30 - 14.30     
Brodick Health Centre 15.00 - 16.00

     Facebook: Kenneth Gibson MSP   web: www.kennethgibson.org

Arran Theatre and Arts Trust

AGM
Wednesday 16th January 2019

Brodick Co-op Community Room
5.30pm

All Welcome
Come along and meet our Arts Co-ordinator.

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL:  
EDUCATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 

CHILDREN ENTITLED TO START P1 – SESSION 2019/2020

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2019 and 28 February 2020 
should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday  
14 January 2019.
As times vary from school to school, parents are asked to check registration 
arrangements with the appropriate catchment primary school for the area in which 
they live. The child’s birth certificate and proof of address should be produced at the 
time of registration.
Information on Registration can be found on the Council’s web site:  
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
If you wish your child to attend a school outwith your catchment area you must 
register at your catchment school then submit a placing request. This can be done 
online by accessing www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
Placing request assistance can also be obtained by telephoning 01294 310000.
Registration at your catchment area school does not guarantee entry to that school.
Andrew McClelland 
Head of Service (Learning, Teaching and Curriculum)
Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds Classifi eds

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Personal

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

UNDER

£50
FREE!

GOLDEN WEDDING

Robbie and Elaine Duncan wish to thank everyone 
for cards and gifts sent to celebrate their Golden  
Wedding anniversary on 3rd January and to those 
who attended the evening reception on 5th January 
at Little Rock Cafe, Brodick.

WANTED
Old Tools Wanted - Es-
pecially carpentry hand 
tools such as planes, chis-
els etc. Anything old and 
interesting considered. 
Cash waiting. Call Peter on 
07481108799. Lochranza.
Wanted 4wd Loader Trac-
tor. Is anyone chang-
ing their loader tractor?  I 
am looking to upgrade to 
something with a 40K box. 
Tel Gordon 01770 860726

UNDER £50
2 Discs and set of brake 
pads for Ford Transit Con-
nect Van, new, still in box, 
fi t 02-09 plate. Offers 
please. Call 07792 452814.
2 seater settee, brown im-
itation leather, very good 
condition, buyer uplift - 
£49. Please call 01770 
600687.
Black stand-alone, coal-ef-
fect electric heater with 
glass-fronted doors. 2 heat 
settings or display only. 
Remote control. As new. 
£40.

8 assorted crystal de-
canters, excellent condi-
tion, £10 each. Please call 
01770 820368.
Round Bale hay, good 
quality. Tel: 01770 700371
Stoddards electric mobility 
bed with raising head and 
foot rest. £40 Tel: 01770 
860738
Bosch Microwave Oven, 
special gift but hardly ever 
used, in original condi-
tion. £40.50. Please phone 
01770 302285

OVER £50
Antique solid Rosewood 
dining table, oval ends, 2 
leafs with removable glass 
protective cover. 8 match-
ing upholstered seat chairs 
(2 carvers). Excellent con-
dition. £950 o.n.o. Rare op-
portunity. Buyer collects. 
Please call 01770 820368

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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CHURCH NOTICES

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 13th January
Pirnmill and Lochranza 

Churches together, 10.15 am. 
Morning Worship at

Pirnmill Church.
Shiskine Church, 12 noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30 am. 

Morning Worship,
Corrie Church, 11.30am. 
Prayer meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
There will also be a

Service of Worship in
Montrose House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 13th January

Holy Communion – 11am.
Rev Canon

Simon MacKenzie
Coffee after service
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 13th January 
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 13th January
Rev Dr Ian MacLeod

Kilmory - 10 am
Lamlash - 11.30 am. 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 13th January
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after

 the service. 
All most welcome.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)

Sunday 13th January
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 

Telephone 700346
Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH
Minister:

Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 13th January 

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 13th January
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 13th January
Sunday Mass 11am

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday December 23, 
Glenburn Cup. 1 Lee Dut-
ton 84-21=63, 2 Derek Har-
rison 87-22=65. Scratch 
Ian Bremner 77. No mag-
ic twos.

Wednesday Decem-
ber 26, Boxing Day bot-
tle. 1 Paul Jameson 35pts, 
2 Stuart Campbell 34pts. 
Scratch Stuart Campbell 
28pts. No magic twos.

Thursday December 27, 

Chrichtons 
‘putt’ their best 
foot forward for 
double win

er. Magic two: G Andrew.
Fixtures: Saturday Janu-

ary 12, 18-hole sweep, bal-
lots at 9am and 12.30pm. 
Monday January 14, Win-
ter Cup, ballot at noon.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday January 6, AGA 
Winter League v Shiskine 
Golf Club at Whiting Bay. 
A damp and misty morn-
ing for the third round 
tie against Shiskine Golf 
Club. Whiting Bay ran 
out winners by 3 and 1/2 
to 1/2.

Fixture: Sunday Janu-
ary 13, Winter Cup round 
four. One draw at 10am.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Wednesday January 2, 

Yellow Medal. 1 Lee Dut-
ton 81-21=60, 2 Hugh 
McLelland 82-18=64. 
Magic two: Graeme An-
drew @4th.

Sunday December 30, 
Winter Stableford. 1 Derek 
Harrison 39pts, 2 Alan 
Smith 37pts BIH over 
Ian Bremner and Alistair 
Crawford. Scratch Ian 
Bremner 30pts. Magic two: 
Alan Smith @16th.

Wednesday January 2, 
course backwards. 1 Calum 
Rae 76-14=62, 2 Alistair 
Crawford 78-13=65, 3 Ian 
Bremner 75-7=68. Scratch, 
Ian Bremner 75. Magic 
two: R Clelland @8th.

Thursday January 3, Yel-
low Medal. 1 Billy O’Con-
nor 79-24=55, 2 Derek 

Harrison 84-22=62. Mag-
ic two: Allan Colqhoun 
@9th.

Sunday January 6, AGA 
winter league at Whiting 
Bay. Lamlash 4 Corrie 1.

Fixtures: Sunday January 
13, Glenburn Cup,  9.30am 
and 12noon. Thursday Jan-
uary 17, Yellow Medal at 
11am.

Corrie Golf Club
Tuesday January 1, New 
Year’s Day Shield. 1 A 
Pattison 39pts BIH, 2 A 
Girvan 39pts, 3 R Logan  
38pts.

Saturday January 5, 18 
hole sweep. 1 Andrew Gir-
van 79-22=57, 2 A Napier 
73-10=63 BIH, 3 D Logan 
74-11=63. Scratch A Napi-

Winter Cup. 1 Campbell 
Laing 64, 2 Brian Sher-
wood 68, 3 Phil Betley 69.

Saturday January 5, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup. 1 
Campbell Laing 39pts, 2 
Brian Sherwood 36pts, 3 
Alistair MacDonald 34pts.

Fixture: Tuesday January 
15, Lochranza Hotel Cup, 
tee off at noon.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday January 6, Stable-
ford Sweep, six played, 
NC. 1 Stuart Brodie 16, 
37pts, 2 Alistair Hume 12, 
35pts ACB, Terry Raeside 
11, 35pts ACB.

Fixture: Sunday Janu-
ary 13, Brandon qualifi er 
and Winter Cup, 9am and 
noon.

The Crichton family en-
joyed a double success at 
the Whiting Bay Christmas 
17-hole putting competi-
tion with a father and son 
team taking the top spots 
in the gents’ and children’s 
categories.

Taking place fi ve days 
after Christmas, the event, 

Putters enjoyed mince pies and festive treats during the 
fun-� lled afternoon. 

organised by the Whiting 
Bay and Districts Improve-
ments Association, saw the 
players putting around the 
Christmas tree while eat-
ing mince pies and sweet 
treats, and the adults drink-
ing mulled wine.

The fun-fi lled family 
event, which is as social as 

it is competitive, is a vil-
lage tradition that is al-
ways well attended, par-
ticularly so this year owing 
to the calm and mostly dry 
weather.

Enjoying the event im-
mensely, the Crichton fam-
ily produced two winners. 
Gregor won the children’s 
category with a com-
petitive score of 45, dad 
Graeme won the gents’ 
with a score of only 35 – 
narrowly beating off sev-
eral rivals who returned a 

36 – while their next door 
neighbour Cathy Steed tri-
umphed over Sheena Mur-
chie and Mary Adams with 
a better inward half on 38 
in the ladies’ category.

One of the organisers 
said: ‘Thanks to Shonagh 
Pringle for the mulled 
wine, John Adams for all 
his hard work keeping the 
putting green in such great 
condition and to everyone 
who came along and sup-
ported the event. Happy 
new year to you all.’

Putting around the Christmas tree, competitors make 
their way round the other 17 holes. 

Arran Ladies 
back in action
The Arran Ladies hock-
ey season is set to resume 
again this weekend with an 
away game against Stepps 
Ladies 2s at Glasgow 
Green today (Saturday) 
with a 1.30pm pass back.

DEATH

MURRAY: Jane. 
Suddenly at home on 28th 
December 2018. Much loved 
wife to Norval, step mum to 
John, Jill, Peter and Hoa, gran-
ny to Rosa, Anneliese, Kate, 
Joe, Anthony and Jimmy, sis-
ter and friend to many, will 
be greatly missed by all who 
knew her.  Funeral service on 
Friday, 25th January at Clyde 
Coast and Garnock Valley 
Crematorium at 1pm.   Trans-
port provided from 11.05 fer-
ry leaving Brodick and return-
ing to Cecchinis, Ardrossan 
for refreshments. 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Chrichtons ‘putt’ their best 
foot forward for double win
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Nicola picks up her prize

Rod Street, chief executive of Great British Racing Ltd, presents Nicola Currie with the Lady Jockey of the 
Year trophy at the Stobart Lesters. Photograph by Dan Abraham - focusonracing.com

Here is the proud moment 
Arran jockey Nicola Cur-
rie is handed the trophy af-
ter being named Great Brit-
ish Racing Lady Jockey of 
the Year.

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, Nicola lifted the 
award at the Stobart Lest-
ers awards in London just 
days after riding her 100th 
winner which lets her turn 
professional. 

She was the most success-
ful lady jockey in the UK 
this year with 45 wins dur-
ing the Flat Championship.

Busy 2019
Nicola enjoyed Christmas 

with her family in Shiskine 
before heading back to 
Lambourn in Berkshire, 
where she is based, to get 
back in the saddle for what 
promises to be a very busy 
2019.

Boxing Day bowling
at Blackwaterfoot
Bowlers from several island clubs gathered at Black-
waterfoot Bowling Club for the traditional Boxing 
Day rinks games.

With 14 players attending, the group split and en-
joyed three matches and although the occasion was 
not serious, some excellent bowls were played.

Warmed up
With fairly cold weather, a welcome break indoors 

was appreciated by all, especially with the small 
feast that was laid out before them, and players re-
turned to the matches feeling warmed up and re-
freshed.

Following the games prizes in the form of Choc-
olate Oranges were awarded and a toast was made 
to the new year and to the 2019 Boxing Day bowls 
event.

Players enjoy a feast and the warmth of being indoors 
during a break in play. 

Bowlers enjoy a rink game at Blackwaterfoot on 
Boxing Day. 

Nicola Currie in the saddle.


