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Top dog Loo hope Mind the gap
Four public toilets 
could be saved 
from closure

Caileag is 
ready to come 
to the rescue

Local � rm builds 
bridge with local 
primary pupils

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Full steam ahead!
Here is the new Arran ferry which 
should be in service late next year. 

This new artist’s impression was 
released this week as it was re-
vealed that the construction of the 
£48.5 million vessel is approach-
ing a new project milestone.

The fi rst of two dual fuel ferries, 
currently known as Hull 801, and 
earmarked for the Brodick to Ar-
drossan route, has almost reached 
the 75 per cent steelwork fabrica-
tion stage, Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Limited (CMAL) has an-
nounced. 

The second vessel, Hull 802, 
is following closely behind, cur-
rently at 60 per cent steelwork 
fabrication.

The 102-metre vessels are capa-
ble of operating on liquefi ed nat-
ural gas (LNG) and marine gas 
oil (MGO), reducing emissions to 
help meet Scottish Government 
reduction targets across transport.  
They are being designed to pro-
vide a fully fl exible, year-round 

Work on the new Arran ferry continues 
apace at Ferguson’s yard on the Clyde Continued on page 4

OPEN DAILY FROM 
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Four public toilets 
on Arran are saved

Planning 
bid for 
Machrie 
slipway

Joining forces to boost economy

The Forestry Commission 
is pressing ahead with its 
plans to create a timber 
slipway at Machrie.

A planning application 
is expected to be lodged 
shortly to allow construc-
tion of the slipway south of 
Machrie, which has proved 
controversial.

The Forestry Commission 
is to hold a public drop-in 
meeting from 4pm to 6pm 
on Wednesday March 29 at 
Machrie Bay Golf Club to 
update anyone interested in 
the plans.

The Machrie timber slip-
way would be similar to 
the facility at North Sannox 
and be used to transport 
wood felled on the west 
coast of the island, prevent-
ing it from having to be 
brought over The String by 
lorry to Brodick.

Four public toilets on Arran 
are likely to be saved, but 
the majority will still shut 
at the end of the month.

Following constructive 
talks with Arran Communi-
ty Council and community 
representatives, it is hoped 
that ownership of four of 
the island’s public con-
veniences will come under 
community control.

Under the community as-
set transfer scheme, own-
ership of the public toilets 
at Kilmory, Whiting Bay, 
Sandbraes and Glen San-
nox are likely to pass from 

... but most will still shut

The public toilets at Brodick Green which will close at the end of the month. 

North Ayrshire Council to 
local organisations.

However, despite the best 
efforts of the council, it 
has not proved possible to 
fi nd a group willing to take 
ownership of the public 
toilets at Blackwaterfoot, 
Lochranza or Lamlash. As 
a result, these facilities will 
be decommissioned and 
closed on March 31, and 
marketed for sale. Similar-
ly, the toilets at North San-
nox are beyond their use-
ful economic life and will 
be decommissioned and 
closed on the same date.

Due to their condition 
and lack of local volun-
teers to provide ongoing 

maintenance, it is currently 
planned that the public con-
veniences at Brodick Green 
will also close. Members of 
the public will be able to 
use the nearby facilities in 
Brodick Hall, but only dur-
ing opening hours.

Yvonne Baulk, head of 
physical environment at the 
council, said: ‘Like all lo-
cal authorities, we are hav-
ing to balance reducing re-
sources with an increasing 
demand for our services. 
Since 2010, we have had to 
fi nd £73 million of savings 

Ambitious plans for the 
formation of a new part-
nership to boost Ayrshire’s 
economy have taken a step 
forward.

The Scottish Government 
has identifi ed Ayrshire as a 
Regional Partnership Path-
fi nder which aims to stim-
ulate local economies. That 
could see North Ayrshire 
join forces with colleagues 
in East and South Ayrshire 
councils to form a single 
economic body to represent 
the entire region. 

It is also hoped that the 
partnership would also help 
build on the progress made 
through the ambitious Ayr-
shire Growth Deal.

The project would focus 
on the structure of a single 
economic agency between 
the three Ayrshire councils 
while the growth deal ele-
ment would handle specif-
ic regeneration projects. 

Councillor Alex Gallagh-
er, cabinet member for 
economy, said the Path-
fi nder offered fresh oppor-
tunities to explore ways 
to transform the Ayrshire 
economy.

He said: “The Pathfi nder 
project is still in the very 
early stages but it does of-
fer the potential for all 
three Ayrshire authorities 
to work together to bring 
increased employment op-

portunities and economic 
growth to Ayrshire.

“We know the benefi ts 
that the Ayrshire Growth 
Deal can bring to the re-
gion and the Pathfi nd-
er would complement the 
work that has already tak-
en place.”

North Ayrshire Council’s 
cabinet this week agreed 
to look at options on how 
a single Ayrshire economic 
body could be developed 
and a report on the pro-
ject will be drawn up for 
a future cabinet meeting. 
Agreement will be needed 
from all three local author-
ities before the proposals 
can progress further.

which means that diffi cult 
decisions have to be made.

‘In light of these reducing 
resources, a decision was 
taken by the council in Feb-
ruary 2016 to close most 
of our public toilets, with 
the closures planned for 
March 31 to give offi cers 
time to work with commu-
nities to develop proposals 
to transfer ownership and 
operation of public toilets 
to those communities that 
wished to maintain provi-
sion.

‘Since then, we have held 

positive discussions with 
community groups on Ar-
ran which may allow the 
public toilets at Kilmory, 
Whiting Bay, Sandbraes 
and Glen Sannox to remain 
open, subject to a commu-
nity asset transfer. 

‘We will continue to meet 
with representatives of the 
community council and 
other local community as-
sociations to offer support 
and advice which would 
enable them to assume op-
erational responsibility for 
these four facilities.’

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Museum picks 
up top award

Tony Stanger.

Rugby star is guest of 
honour at aspire event 

ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 18 March, 2017 3News

Scotland’s top rugby try 
scorer of all time, Tony 
Stanger, will be among the 
guest speakers at a busi-
ness event in Brodick next 
week.

Hosted by North Ayrshire 
Council, Business Gateway 
and the Ayrshire Chamber 
of Commerce, the event, ti-
tled Aspire to Arran 2020, 
has a number of speakers.

The event, which will be 
held at the Douglas Hotel 
on Wednesday March 22 
from 11.15am to 1.30pm, 
will focus on efforts for 
Arran to be a world class 
island by 2020.

Sharing their aspirations 
and secrets to success, 
speakers will include Tony, 
who represented Scotland 
52 times at rugby union and 
who was responsible for 
arguably the most famous 
try in Scottish rugby histo-
ry to win the Grand Slam in 
1990.

Combining personal ex-
periences as an elite ath-

Brodick Castle has lost its 
second boss in just nine 
months.

The abrupt departure of 
Hugh Walker from his po-
sition as property manager 
comes less than six months 
after he was appointed.

He was hired following 
the departure last June of 
previous property manager, 
David Cameron.

The castle is presently 
closed for major fi re pre-

The Isle of Arran Heritage 
Museum was celebrating 
this week after winning a 
Civic Pride award.

The Brodick museum, 
run by a dedicated band of 
volunteers, picked up the 
North Ayrshire arts and cul-
ture honour at the Provost’s 
Civic Pride Awards charity 
dinner last Friday.

The annual event was 
again held at the Seamill 
Hydro, where fi nalists were 
given the red-carpet treat-
ment.

The event aims to cele-
brate the outstanding tal-
ent and generous commu-
nity spirit which exists 
throughout North Ayrshire. 
And charities were also the 
big winners on the evening 
with around £17,000 raised 
for the Ayrshire Hospice 
and Cash for Kids.

Provost Ian Clarkson en-
joyed his fi rst awards din-
ner as provost and had the 
honour of revealing the 
winners of each category 
before announcing the 
winner of his own special 
award to the audience.

In giving the award, spon-
sored by Saltire Facilities 
Management, to the muse-
um the audience were told: 
‘Open since 1976, and run 
by volunteers, the Isle of Ar-
ran Heritage Museum goes 
from strength to strength.

‘The team are passionate, 
hardworking and help 
raise valuable funds that 
make the museum so popu-

lete, coach and talent ex-
pert with an understanding 
of the key factors that drive 
success, Tony hopes to 
show the audience what it 
takes to make the most of 
their ability, how to build 
effective teams and how 
to create a ‘how we can do 
this better’ culture.

If you are interested in at-
tending this free event, you 
can contact Business Gate-
way on 01770 302676 or 
by email at derekshand@
googlemail.com.

vention works costing £2.6 
million, which are due 
to start next month. The 
long-awaited adventure 
playground is also fi nally 
taking shape in the grounds 
and is due to open in mid 
May.

The reason for Mr Walker’s 
departure is not clear. A 
spokesman for the Na-
tional Trust for Scotland 
said: ‘We can confi rm that 
Hugh Walker is no longer 

employed by the National 
Trust for Scotland. Interim 
arrangements for manage-
ment of the property are in 
place pending the appoint-
ment of a new manager.

‘Given the central im-
portance of Brodick Cas-
tle, Gardens and Country 
Park to the trust as a prior-
ity property, we hope to be 
in a position to begin the 
recruitment process as 
quickly as possible.’

Museum chairman John Sillars with Provost Clarkson and 
award sponsors Drew Quinn and John Reynolds of Saltire 

Facilities Management.

lar with islanders and tour-
ists alike.  

‘The facility was recently 
given Museum Accredita-
tion – an amazing achieve-
ment that recognises the 
work carried out by the vol-
unteers to enhance the vis-
itors’ experience. The her-
itage of Arran will always 
be in safe hands and looked 
after for future generations 
to enjoy and appreciate.’

Receiving the award for 
the museum, chairman 
John Sillars said: ‘It is a 
great honour to be along-
side so many other groups 
that do so much for socie-
ty. It’s a great for our com-
munity that we have won 
this honour. The museum is 
about the social history of 
Arran – we are very con-
scious that what we do to-
day is tomorrow’s history.’

Provost Clarkson added: 
‘From start to fi nish, this 
event has lived up to ex-
pectations – and then some. 
Standing up there and pre-
senting the awards to some 
truly amazing people was 
an unforgettable and hum-
bling experience. A mas-
sive well done to all our fi -
nalists and winners.

‘Thanks to everyone who 
nominated and voted for 
their community heroes. I 
hope we gave them a night 
they will never forget.’

The North Ayrshire Citi-
zen of the Year Award was 
won by Betty Wilson, who 
has been a Girl Guide lead-
er with Kilwinning Guides 
for 40 years – inspiring hun-
dreds of young girls across 
North Ayrshire. The Young 
Citizen of the Year was 
13-year-old Abby Kane 

from Largs who is visually 
impaired. She was the 
youngest member of Team 
GB and captured the hearts 
of us all with her amazing 
performance to win silver 
in the 100m backstroke at 
the Rio Paralympic Games.

The Community Group 
Award was won by the An-
thony Quinn Trust, which 
supports those most in 
need of help – and provides 
a lifeline to some of North 
Ayrshire’s most vulnera-
ble people. Funky Films, 
a collaboration between 
the North Ayrshire Alcohol 
and Drug Partnership and 
Recovery at Work, lifted 
the Provost’s Award.

The museum opens for 
the season next week.

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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New ferry should be 
in service next year 

Backpack theft 
probed by police

NEWS In Brief

Continued from page 1
service for Arran and the 
Skye Triangle routes.

Last month, the dual fuel 
engines that will pow-
er the vessels were de-
livered to Ferguson Ma-
rine Engineering Limited’s 
shipyard in Port Glasgow, 
where the ships are being 
built.  The 147m3 LNG 
tanks supplied by Wartsi-
la – a stand out feature of 
the new vessels, measuring 
20.4 metres in length and 
four metres in diameter – 
are nearing completion and 
are expected to be deliv-
ered to the shipyard in June 
2017.  Work is also under 
way on the aluminium su-
perstructure that will form 
the accommodation block 

The LNG tanks are a stand-out feature 
of the new vessels, measuring 20.4 by 
four metres. 

of the ships. The new ships 
will be highly manoeuvra-
ble, with Twist Flow Cos-
ta Bulb Flap Rudders, three 
620 kW bow thrusters and 
a 480 kW stern thruster, de-
signed to assist the vessel 
get in and out of Ardros-
san, but a decision on the 

port it will be using is still 
awaited. 

An innovative stern ramp 
will slide transversely, al-
lowing the ships to operate 
on several routes across the 
service network.

Jim Anderson, director of 
vessels at CMAL said: ‘It is 
an impressive sight to see 
the two vessels being built 
side by side and the stage 
of fabrication now allows 
us to see the vessel form 
taking shape on the slip-
way at the shipyard.  Hull 

801 is approaching the 75 
per cent fabrication stage, 
with Hull 802 following 
closely behind.  The yard is 
now moving into the main 
equipment installation 
stage of the vessels.

‘The LNG fuel tanks are 
hugely impressive and 
their planned delivery re-
minds us of the scale of 
the project we are deliver-
ing. The design and build 
of these dual fuel vessels 
is a highly-complex tech-
nical project, the fi rst of its 
kind in Scotland – and in-
deed the UK.  They repre-
sent CMAL’s commitment 
to exploring new technolo-
gies for ferries, as well as 
a wider commitment to in-
novation in Scotland and 
consideration for the envi-
ronmental impact of trans-
port.’

Liam Campbell, man-
aging director at Fergu-
son Marine Engineering 
Ltd said: ‘We are now en-

tering a stage of the build 
on the vessels that will see 
much of the equipment be-
ing delivered and allow us 
to further advance the out-
fi tting of the vessels both 
on the slipway and in the 
module hall. These vessels, 
although complex, allow 
the yard invaluable experi-
ence in LNG vessels and, 
mixed with the experience 
we have gained in previous 
CMAL builds with hybrid 
propulsion vessels, puts us 
in a great position to serve 
the industry with state-of- 
the-art vessels.’

The new vessels are ear-
marked for the Arran and 
Skye Triangle routes, al-
though the fi nal decision 
on routes is subject to re-
view by CalMac Ferries 
Ltd, CMAL and Transport 
Scotland.  The fi rst ferry is 
expected to enter service 
in the second half of 2018, 
with the second vessel fol-
lowing a few months later.

The ferries project is the � rst of its kind in Scotland. 

The � rst main engine of the vessels 
arrive on site. 

At the Arran Ferry Com-
mittee meeting this week, 
it was confi rmed that terms 
and conditions relating to 
cancelled sailings are now 
on the CalMac website – 
information is also handed 
out to those affected at the 
harbour at the time of can-
cellation, Iain Slorach head 
of forecasting and planning 
at CalMac said.  

The AFC were advised 
that the ‘technical issue’ 
which saw the fi rst two sail-
ings of the MV Caledoni-
an Isles cancelled on Mon-
day March 13, was due to a 
faulty propellor, which had 
since been sorted.

Members were also in-

Print at home ticketing on the way
formed the meeting that 
‘print-at-home ticketing’ 
will commence around the 
end of July. This means 
that passengers will be able 
to book and print their own 
tickets at home, or in the 
terminal building.

Full smart ticketing isn’t 
expected for another two 
years and is dependant on 
identifying a vehicle-ap-
propriate scheme that will 
allow for tickets on phones/
tablets etc.

The new ticket systems 
will also be able to track 
numbers of cyclists and 
other users.

Port manager Colin Mc-
Cort offered his report. He 

advised that he had very 
positive discussions with 
the organisers of Grindu-
ro, who had developed ex-
cellent multiple-bike racks 
for use on the ferry. Mr 
McCort also informed the 
meeting that 600 Scouts 
are coming to Arran on the 
May bank holiday week-
end and CalMac will have 
special luggage arrange-
ments in place for this 
group.

All approved ferry com-
mittee minutes are availa-
ble in Brodick Library, or 
on the Arran Community 
Council website.

*See leader comment on 
page 8.

Police are investigat-
ing the alleged theft of 
a backpack on the MV 
Caledonian Isles.

The black backpack 
was reportedly stolen 
from ferry on Monday 
March 13. It contained 
Dell laptop (model Lat-
itude E5450), small red 
HP laptop, keys, Sony 
headphones and other 
possessions to the value 
of more than £1,000. 

It was last seen by 
the owner, who lives 
in Shiskine, at 1.25pm 
as the ferry docked at 
Brodick by the bottom 
of stairs next to port-side 
passenger doors. 

The owner believes the 
backpack may have been 
hidden then taken off at 
Ardrossan at 2.50pm.

He added that a Cal-
Mac staff member said 
he had not heard of a 
theft in more than 10 
years before this.
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Walkway is now 
taking shape

Multi-journey vehicle 
tickets have been scrapped 
on the Ardrossan to Brod-
ick ferry route.

The six journey 
fl exi-tickets are being 
withdrawn when the sum-
mer timetable comes into 
force on March 31 and an-
yone who has them will 
have to use them before 
that date.

The move follows a 
study which showed that 
of the 268 booked vehi-
cles that failed to turn up 
for sailings last Decem-
ber, 240 had been booked 
by people with multi-jour-
ney tickets, showing wide-
spread misuse.

Caledonian MacBrayne 
had previously said that 
the move had the support 
of the Arran Ferry Com-
mittee. 

However, at their month-
ly meeting on Monday 
night it was made clear 
that the committee had 
only requested further 

Caledonian Maritime As-
sets Ltd (CMAL) has an-
nounced that the new 
Brodick ferry terminal is 
nearing the fi nal phases of 
its redevelopment and is on 
track for completion this 
summer.

This week the prefab-
ricated covered walk-
way, which the Banner re-
vealed had been delivered 
last week, was installed 
by manufacturer Adelte, 
working alongside princi-
pal contractor George Les-
lie Ltd and project manag-
er CH2M. They are also 
building the Passenger Ac-
cess System (PAS) which 
will link the pier with the 
ferries.

The contractor started 
work in January 2016 to 
secure a safe, effi cient and 
reliable ferry terminal and 
service. The extensive re-
development includes a 
new pier, increased mar-
shalling area through re-
claimed land and a mod-
ern terminal building, with 
bus stances and parking fa-
cilities.

Redevelopment at the 
terminal is progressing 
on schedule despite some 
challenging weather con-
ditions.

 The marine piles have 
been completed to remove 
the fl oating barge and 180 
tonne crane from the har-
bour, and work to increase 

the marshalling area, mod-
ernise the terminal build-
ing, car park and drop off 
area are under way and 
progressing well.

The redevelopment pro-
ject is running on time and 
on budget with a scheduled 
completion date of August 
2017.

The walkway is halfway complete. Photograph: John Baraclough 

The � nished walkway linking the terminal building with 
the � re escape building. 01_A11walkway03

Drivers will no longer be able to use multi- journey tickets 
when booking.

CalMac is to scrap 
multi-journey vehicle 
tickets due to abuse

clarifi cation and detail on 
the number of no-shows 
relating to multi-jour-
ney tickets as it was felt 
there was no conclusive 
evidence to support this. 
CalMac’s head of ticket-
ing Alan Hood apologised 
for any public information 
issued that had misrepre-
sented the AFC’s views. 

Commenting on the 
move he said: ‘The Ardos-
san-Brodick route is now 
offi cially the busiest route 
in our network and de-
mand for vehicle space is 
very high so we must en-
sure that our ticketing sys-
tem is not open to abuse.

‘Anyone who bought a 
fl exi-ticket during the Win-
ter timetable has been made 
aware that they would cease 
to be valid after March 30, 
and are non refundable, but 
we were keen to remind our 
customers that they must 
be used before they expire 
to get the full value from 
them.’

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner
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Mountain team dogs 
ready for the rescue

Ayrshire 
growth 
deal is 
ignored
Arran MP Patricia Gibson 
has expressed her anger 
that last week’s UK budget 
completely ignored the 
Ayrshire growth deal. 

Ms Gibson said: ‘It was 
extremely disappointing 
that the Chancellor an-
nounced not a single penny 
in support of the growth 
deal, which requires UK 
government investment of 
£359.8 million to develop a 
number of exciting projects 
and create the conditions 
to achieve a step change in 
inclusive economic growth 
and prosperity across Ayr-
shire. 

‘The deal already has the 
support of the three Ayr-
shire local authorities, the 
SNP government, as well 
as all four Ayrshire MPs 
and all four Ayrshire SNP 
MSPs.  

‘Following the debate I 
led on the deal in the Com-
mons just a few weeks ago, 
the UK Tory government 
made some “positive nois-
es” about supporting it. 

‘These have come to 
nought. 

‘Despite our disappoint-
ment, my colleagues and I 
will continue to press the 
UK government to deliver 
for Ayrshire.’

The Arran Mountain 
Rescue Team has made 
an appeal to anyone 
who fi nds a lost radio 
set to return it to them.
It is thought it was lost 
along Shore Road in 
Brodick between Kames 
Corner and the Royal 
Bank on Monday March 
6. Anyone who fi nds it 
is asked to text 07771 
846073

Two dogs on Arran have 
earned their stripes and 
qualifi ed as search dogs.

It now means that the Ar-
ran Mountain Rescue Team 
has three qualifi ed dogs to 
help with searches in the 
hills. 

Last weekend two of 
trainee rescue dogs from 
Arran passed their search 
dog assessments up in Av-
iemore through SARDA 

Lost radio

A radio set like this has 
been lost.Caileag with her rescue dog tag.

Ruby with new rescue dog Mowgli. 

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Southern Scotland, which 
is responsible for training 
mountain rescue teams to 
handle search and rescue 
dogs.

Dog team member Darryl 
Urquhart-Dixon and Mow-
gli, a black labrador, and 
dog team’s Kirstie Smith 
and Caileag, a brown and 
white border collie, are 
now available to assist with 
call-outs to search for miss-
ing people within the re-
mits of search dog status.

Darryl has another quali-
fi ed yellow labrador, called 
Ruby, who has been work-
ing with the team for a 
number of years, and will 
still be working larger and 
more complex searches 
as she is graded as an ad-
vanced mountain rescue 
dog.

Both Mowgli and Caileag 

will now gain more expe-
rience through call-outs 
and training to work to-
wards their next grade 
of mountain rescue dog.
Kirsty said: ‘Search dogs 
are a great asset to the team 
with their acute sense of 
smell and specialised train-
ing to assist in the search 
for missing or lost people.’

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport   £35.00

Prestwick Airport  £25.00

Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk



Colin stands for 
Socialist Party

MSP says port debate 
is ‘dragging on much 
longer than needed’

ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 18 March, 2017 7News

Scottish Socialist Party candidate Colin Turbett.

West of Scotland Conserv-
ative MSP Jamie Greene 
told a public meeting this 
week that the Arran ferry 
port debate had been ‘drag-
ging on much longer than 
needed’.

As a result he said he 
would be writing to trans-
port minister Humza 
Yousaf  this week asking 
for a defi nitive answer to 
the date of the announce-
ment.

His comments came as 
Cunninghame Housing 
Association held a public 
meeting in Ardrossan on 
Monday night to keep lo-
cals up to date on parlia-
mentary progress on the de-
cision on whether the Arran 
ferry should move to Troon 
or stay in Ardrossan. 

Conservative council 
candidate Timothy Bill-
ings joined him at the 
meeting and the Lamlash 

Colin Turbett is standing as 
a Scottish Socialist Party 
(SSP) candidate for the Ar-
drossan and Arran Ward at 
the local government elec-
tions in May. 

Colin, who lives in 
Shiskine, has been an ac-
tivist in the area for many 
years and was, until his re-
tirement in 2015, the chair 
of North Ayrshire Unison 
branch.

His last job was as a chil-
dren and family team man-
ager for the council’s so-
cial services in the Three 
Towns, ending a council 
career that stretched back 
40 years, including with 
NAC itself from its incep-
tion in 1996. Colin is there-
fore familiar with the coun-
cil and its workings and 
has a close understanding 
of the pressures and con-
straints on the workforce, 
as well as with the Ardros-
san and Arran communities 
served.

Having argued for many 
years, with both Labour 
and SNP administrations 
as a trade union representa-
tive, for a ‘no cuts’ budget, 
Colin welcomes the recent 
council budget announce-
ment – as far as it goes, that 
is, he said.

He added: ‘As a short-
term measure of resist-
ance to austerity and as-
sertion of local democracy, 

it is good news, but prob-
lems lie ahead if a mass 
campaign involving local 
trade unions, users of coun-
cil services and community 
groups, is not built quickly.’

Colin also believes ‘local 
government fi nance needs 
immediate reform with the 
overdue replacement of the 
regressive poll tax with a 
Scottish service tax that 
will be properly based on 
an ability to pay’.

As an Arran resident for 
nearly 30 years, and reg-
ular ferry user, Colin has 
been outspoken and ac-
tive around the cross-party 
campaign to keep Ardros-
san as the main ferry route.

He was involved in peti-
tion activity for the SSP as 
well as with other activists, 
both on Arran and in main-
land North Ayrshire.

 His party was among the 
fi rst to declare nationally 
in favour of Ardrossan and 
he noted with disappoint-
ment the ‘local view’ tak-
en by elected representa-
tives from other parties ‘for 
Troon if from South Ayr-
shire, and for Ardrossan if 
from the north’. Colin be-
lieves that a future could 
be planned for both ports 
if they, and all other trans-
port assets, were returned 
to public ownership.

Colin is a supporter of 
Scottish independence, 

from a socialist rather than 
nationalist perspective, 
and plans to play a full 
part in any future referen-
dum campaign. 

He said: ‘Such a prospect 
could bin the austerity pol-
icies that have resulted in 
massive public spending 
cuts and job losses – and 
offer a future where peo-
ple get the council servic-
es they need.’

Two other Arran candi-
dates are standing for the 
seat: Timothy Billings for 
the Conservatives and El-
len McMaster for the SNP.

hotelier gave the gathered 
group an update on the 
background to the consul-
tation and Troon bid, pre-
senting an idea of Arran’s 
point of view on the debate 
and looking at the pros and 
cons of the arguments.

He concluded that the ma-
jority of Arran supported 
the status quo but not un-
conditionally, asking that 
Peels Ports and North Ayr-
shire Council commit to 
beefi ng up the Ardrossan 
port facility and looking for 
improved reliability on the 
service.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.
co.uk

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Editorial Why do we 
need a
second berth?
Sir, 
Mr Yates from Catacol, 
in his letter in last week’s 
Banner, questions the abil-
ity of a ferry to manoeu-
vre and dock stern onto the 
linkspan in the inner berth 
at Ardrossan, the ‘Irish 
berth’ as we knew it in the 
1970s.

In those days the 
MV Lion (the Belfast fer-
ry) managed to reverse 
in on a daily basis, so it 
is clear that the new Ar-
ran ferry could mange the 
same act, although one 
ferry front loading at the 
outer dock and the oth-
er rear loading in the inner 
dock would surely com-
plicate matters when the 
weather, or other things  go 
wrong and berths need to 
be changed.

More puzzling is why 
we need a second berth at 
Ardrossan. The two fer-
ry summer timetable re-
quires only one berth at 
Ardrossan, so why spend 
money on a second? And 
why spend yet more mon-
ey on a two-storey termi-
nal building in Ardrossan? 
Spending a 10th of the 
money to tidy up the har-
bour infrastructure would 
seem to make more sense. 

Finally, on the point of 
the position of the station 
at Ardrossan Harbour, and 
as an aside for foot passen-
gers like me, we all know 
the ABP bus to Troon sta-
tion will be withdrawn as 
soon as they can wriggle 
out of the commitment.  
Relocating the station 
would involve building an 

expensive level crossing 
and would almost certain-
ly be rejected from a fi nan-
cial point of view. I think 
we shall all have to walk 
the 50m from the train to 
the ferry for some time to 
come.

Lyn Rowley,
Torbeg.

Troon trial
Sir,
I was really impressed by 
the letters about the ferry 
in last week’s Banner. The 
basic message from Ar-
ran people to the Govern-
ment, who will make the 
decision about the future 
of the ferry service, seems 
to be this.

Millions of pounds are 
being or will be spent on 
facilities at Brodick and 
Ardrossan.

None of this money is be-
ing spent by Peel Ports ex-
cept to extend the berth for 
the new ferry and a few 
minor adjustments to the 
below water constructions.

Hamza Yousef must in-
sist that if the ferry service 
is to remain at Ardrossan, 
Peel Ports must do serious 
dredging and protection 
work in order to improve 
the reliability of the ser-
vice out of all recognition. 
If they refuse, then Troon 
should be chosen or should 
be made the bad weath-
er port for a trial period of 
fi ve years. 

John Cruickshank,
Whiting Bay.

Financial
penalties
Sir,
Having listened carefully 
to all the arguments for and 
against the Troon, Ardros-

san Port options, I am not 
at all convinced that the re-
liability of the service for 
the residents and business-
es of Arran, as well as the 
tourists on whom so much 
of Arran relies, is of prime 
importance, as it should be 
for the decision makers.

If their clear bias is for 
the Ardrossan option, then 
I would assume that all 
the promises of Peel Ports, 
should they succeed in 
their bid, will be cast in 
stone with very severe fi -
nancial penalties if they 
fail to meet their contrac-
tural obligations, within a 
very strict time scale.

David Hutchison,
Whiting Bay.

Bus
improvement
Sir,
The Banner has been dom-
inated recently by the fer-
ry debate, however there 
is another problem regard-
ing the lack of bus connec-
tions for the MV Isle of 
Arran timetable. Last sum-
mer friends decided to visit 
Lamlash for the day, hav-
ing spent happy family  
holidays there many years 
ago. They travelled on the 
MV Isle of Arran and to 
their dismay, discovered 
no bus to Lamlash for this 
sailing. Also no notice is 
displayed at Ardrossan (or 
Brodick) about the lack of 
a bus service for the MV 
Isle of Arran timetable. 

I remember this subject 
being discussed some time 
ago and was dismissed due 
to cost. With RET increas-
ing the number of passen-
gers and huge investment 
in the terminal infrastruc-
ture, it is time this short-

coming is addressed, other-
wise these sailings may as 
well be considered as ve-
hicle only. Perhaps a lim-
ited service could be in-
troduced to Whiting Bay/
Lochranza or altering the 
timetable could be inves-
tigated.

Robin Gardne,r
Lamlash and 

Milton of Campsie. 

Arran
engineers
Sir,
Thank you very much for 
your coverage of the chil-
dren’s engineering compe-
tition in last week’s Ban-
ner.  May I just make it 
clear that competition was 
open to every single child 
in education on Arran and 
not just to primary school 
children. We were most 
disappointed that the high 
school could not manage to 
raise an entry – we know 
there were a number who 
were prepared to try but 
for some reason their en-
tries never materialised on 
the day.

The real reason for the 
competition was to raise 
awareness of the impor-
tance of engineering to all 
our lives. There are pre-
cious few tangible items 
you can buy today that 
have not been touched by 
engineering in one form or 
another – from the paint on 
your walls to a space rock-
et, just about everything 
needs an engineering input 
for it to be produced eco-
nomically or at all.  

Unfortunately this una-
voidable fact is lost on so 
many of us and so Don-
ald McNicol and I have put 
this competition togeth-

er to highlight the need for 
engineering in our lives 
and to encourage some of 
our very able and well mo-
tivated young people to 
consider engineering as a 
career option. Scotland has 
produced many fi ne en-
gineers over the years so 
why not a few from Arran?

Rory Cowan,
Kildonan.

Editor’s note: We would 
like to point out that the 
winner of the competition 
was Alec Fraser and not 
Alec Ferguson as stated 
last week in material pro-
vided to the Banner by the 
organisers.

Toilet trouble
Sir,
Plans to demolish pub-
lic toilets on Arran is just 
farcical. Why try to pro-
mote tourism for the tour-
ists only to have no public 
toilets? I know for a fact 
that on the west side of the 
island there are no toilets 
between Lochranza and 
Blackwaterfoot. So, for an-
yone in need of a toilet on 
the west side it means ei-
ther using bushes or hav-
ing to buy a coffee/tea in 
either The Lighthouse in 
Pirnmill or the tearoom 
at Machrie. It’s time the 
council in North Ayrshire 
woke up and faced reality 
before the island becomes 
one big toilet!

Irene Taylor, 
Saltcoats.

Badgers pay
Sir,
I note from your edition of 
March 11 that North Ayr-
shire Council is funding 
a fence around Lamlash 

Continued on page 13

Thought for the week
‘There is nothing in all 
creation that can sepa-
rate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Je-
sus our Lord.’ (Romans 
8: 39) 

Welcome to your new-look 
Arran Banner. 

We all like a spring clean 
at this time of year and 
we thought we would take 
this opportunity to give the 
Banner a freshen up.

We may have given it a bit 
of a redesign but all your 
regular columns, news and 
views from around the is-
land will still be covered in 
the same depth.

You will also see that we 
have introduced a new lei-
sure section so that you can 
fi nd all that is going on en-
tertainment wise on the is-
land in one place.

The Banner has been 
serving the island faithfully 
for 43 years this month, and 
is now one of the best per-
forming weekly papers in 
Scotland in terms of sales.

That is all thanks to our 
band of loyal readers and 
we hope you will like the 
new-look Banner. 

Let us know your thoughts 
on the new look.

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Arran Leisure
sponsored by Isle of Arran Brewery  
www.arranbrewery.com

For the seventh year in a row 
Niall McMaster has won the 
Donald and James Mackenzie 
Mixed Doubles Memorial Darts 
Trophy. Helping him win the 
title this year was his darts part-
ner Lorna Logan. 
The competition, which saw 
more than 40 people take part 
including some of organiser 
Margaret Mackenzie’s relatives 
from the mainland, was held in 
Kilmory Hall and raised a record 
amount of £700, which has 
gone to ArCas.
Runners up in the 29th year of 
competition were Scott Du� y 
and Susan Logan. The highest 
check out was 96, the same as 
last year, and was won by Lorna 
Logan to lift the James Cup. It 
must of been Lorna’s lucky night 
as she also went on to win a 
ra�  e, earning herself a hamper. 

Tim Pomeroy 
shows o�  one 

of the beautiful 
illustrations 

in the new 
collaborative art 

and poetry book.
 

Seven up as Niall and Lorna  lift  memorial darts trophy

Natalie Dick and Margaret Mackenzie present winners Niall McMaster and 
Lorna Logan with the trophy shield. 

Margaret Mackenzie introduces the 
prizegiving. 

Margaret’s grandson James Mackenzie presents Lorna Logan with the 
James Cup as Niall and runners-up Susan Logan and Scott Du� y look on. 

Visual art 
and poetry 
collaboration
Last year, Arran Open 
Studios (AOS) launched 
an initiative to celebrate 
their � fth year with a cross 
art-form collaboration.

This took the form of 
local practising poets re-
sponding in poems to an 
art work by an AOS partic-
ipating artist. The results 
of this enterprise was the 
2016 � agship exhibition 
which was displayed last 
year concurrently with the 
AOS weekend in August. 

The exhibition was well 
received and organisers 
decided to produce a 
small permanent pub-
lication or chapbook 
of the exhibits and the 

resulting poems. This has 
now been printed and 
will be available at various 
outlets around the island. 
The chapbook, designed 
by AOS recent graphic de-
signer, Tony Van Breugel 
of Glasgow and Whiting 
Bay, is a must have for 
collectors of literature 
and Arran current a� airs. 
There are seven artworks 
illustrated and seven 
responding poems. The 
book costs £5.

If it cannot be found 
in book/gift shops then 
interested parties should 
contact Tim Pomeroy 
on 600287 or call into 
Whiterock studio above 

Lamlash to purchase a 
copy. Copies will be made 
available at Corrie Film 
Club’s showing of Wuther-
ing Heights on Sunday 
March 12. Arran Open 
Studios welcomes new 
participants, if you are in-
terested in learning more 
please contact Ruth Mae 
on 820373 or by email at 
ruthmae.nagare@gmail.
com.  
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        NIGHT 
Wednesday 22nd March 

 

followed by a PUB QUIZ!! 

Clues sought in connection 
with mysterious Arran box

The Isle of Arran Music 
Festival is taking place 
next week, from Wednes-
day March 22 until Friday 
March 24 in the communi-
ty theatre in Lamlash. 

On Wednesday, the 
country dance and verse 
speaking classes will be 
taking place on Thursday 
and Friday, with the music 
classes being held on 
Friday evening.

All classes are open to 
the public at a very small 
charge and organisers 
would actively encourage 
you to come along and 
support the performers 
as it can be very daunting 
singing, playing an instru-
ment or reciting verse in a 
big empty room. 

As the Friday evening 
session takes the form of 
a concert, organisers ask 
that anyone going along, 
whether in the audience 
or as a performer, comes 
at the start and stays until 
the end out of respect for 
others taking part.

Programmes are avail-
able at £1 from the Book 
and Card Centre in Brodick, 
Cameron’s in Blackwater-
foot, Bay Stores in Whiting 
Bay, or at the door.

The AGM of the Arran 
Music Festival Association 
will take place on Monday 
May 8 in the Mountain Res-
cue Hut, Brodick, at 7.30pm 
and the association would 
love to see as many new 
faces as possible.

The inlaid box was discovered at a charity shop in Blairmore by Gerry Burke
of Strachur. 

A brass 
plaque 
provides 
a few 
clues to its 
provenance 
and 
previous 
owner. 

Getting 
tuned up 
for music 
festival

The mysterious trans-
atlantic return journey of 
a simple wooden presen-
tation box that heralded 
a new life in America has 
got local history bu� s 
ba�  ed.
Nearly 150 years after 
John Shaw left his native 
Arran with the box in his 
luggage, it ended up back 
in Scotland, being found 
at Blairmore on Loch Long.
A small brass plaque set 
into the 16in x 10in lid 
states the hand-crafted, 
inlaid box was ‘presented to 
John Shaw by a few friends 
on his leaving his native 
country for America’.
The gift was in ‘apprecia-
tion of his genuine worth 
as an Arran man’ and 
dated May 1880.
It was picked up in the 
Church of Scotland’s 
Glory Hole charity shop 
in Blairmore by Gerry 
Burke of Strachur, who 
was intrigued by the 
poignant parting tribute 
and searched the internet 
for clues as to what might 
have become of John.
He contacted Jean Glen 
at the Arran Heritage 
Museum, who knows of 

present-day Shaws on 
the island and is keen to 
� nd a family connection. 
Hopefully, this will reveal 
the story behind John’s 
departure from Arran and 
possible return to the 
Cowal peninsula.
Gerry, who is arranging 
to donate the box to the 
museum, said: ‘I asked at 
the time I bought the box 
if anyone knew who had 
donated it but no-one did 
and further local inquiries 
came to nothing. I discov-
ered an internet connec-
tion that referred � eetingly 
to a Shaw family who 
emigrated from a farm in 
the Glen Sannox area of 
the island some time after 
the Arran clearances, but 
there was no trace of their 
arrival in America.’
He added: ‘What is totally 
intriguing, of course, is 
how the box ended up 
near Dunoon.’ 
If anyone has any infor-
mation on the mysterious 
box, Gerry would be de-
lighted to hear from them 
via email at gerryburke2@
yahoo.co.uk or contact can 
be made with the Arran 
Heritage Museum.

  ‘What is totally intriguing,
of course, is how the box
ended up near Dunoon’ 

Isle of Arran Horticultural Show

ANNUAL SPRING 
FLOWER & BULB 

SHOW 2017
Saturday 25th March 

in Brodick Hall, 2pm
Teas - Homebaking - Raffle 

Entrance £2
Prize Giving & Raffle at 3.30pm

Hall open from 11am - 12noon 
for the placement of exhibits
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Award-winning artist at Arran History Society

New Eco Savvy volunteer 
Elizabeth Wilkinson at 

one of the stalls.
 01_A11jumble03

Arti sts for Albatrosses
– an expediti on
to South Georgia

Chris Rose at work on South Georgia Island. 

Arran Natural History 
Society welcomed Chris 
Rose, an acclaimed and 
award-winning artist who 
specialises in paintings 
of wildlife, particularly 
birds within the natural 
landscape, when they met 
in the ranger centre at 
Brodick Country Park on 
Thursday March 2.

Recognised as one of the 
UK’s leading wildlife artists, 
he has exhibited widely in 
the UK and overseas, and 
has been a member of 
the prestigious Society of 
Wildlife Artists (SWLA) for 
more than 25 years. 

His work appears in 
many books and he was 
the sole illustrator of the 
recent guide, Robins and 
Chats (Bloomsbury 2015). 
A book of his paintings, 
In a Natural Light, was 
published in 2005 and was 
chosen as the Guardian 
newspaper’s Natural His-
tory Book of the Year. 

He is a regular contribu-
tor to The Artist magazine 
and has himself been the 
subject of numerous mag-
azine articles.

He has travelled widely 
in pursuit of his art. In this 

talk, Artists for Albatrosses 
– an expedition to South 
Georgia – Chris described 
his � ve-week expedition 
to the sub-Antarctic island 
of South Georgia, aboard a 
20m yacht, sketching and 
painting the extraordinary 
wildlife and landscapes of 
this remote archipelago.

This project was aimed, 
in part, to raise funds and 
awareness for the RSPB’s 
Save the Albatross cam-
paign. Chris talked about 
some of the pressing 
conservation issues a� ect-
ing the marine life of the 
Southern Ocean, in par-
ticular the huge numbers 
of albatrosses drowned 
every day after becoming 
caught on the hooks of 
� shing lines intended for 
tuna.

These ‘long lines’ are 
many miles in length and 
carry thousands of large 
hooks. Because albatross-
es, which can have a wing-
span exceeding the height 
of two people, have only 
one chick every two years, 
the e� ect of this level of 
mortality on their numbers 
has been devastating.

There are mitigation 

measures now being tri-
alled, including an ingen-
ious new design of hook 
that opens only at a depth 
beyond that to which the 
birds dive.

Chris demonstrated this 
design and explained the 
attempts being made to 
get the tuna � shing indus-
try to adopt it.

He also showed photo-
graphs of the many other 
birds, seals and penguins 
seen on his voyage, and 
slides of some of the 
wonderful sketches and 
paintings he has done of 
them.

His description of the dif-
� culties of sketching and 
painting in this extreme 
environment were fasci-
nating – including curious 
penguins, aggressive seals, 
and small birds intent on 
stealing his paint brushes 
whenever his back was 
turned. And, just to round 
o�  the trip, they were 
caught in a hurricane as 
they sailed back towards 
the Falklands.

This was an excellent 
evening, full of interest, 
information and entertain-
ment.                Alan Bellamy

Bargains galore at Eco 
Savvy jumble sale
Bargain hunters were 
delighted with the wide 
variety of items at Eco 
Savvy’s jumble and table 
top sale on Saturday. 

The morning was busy 
and many bargains were 
purchased, and literature 
lovers were able to choose 
from hundreds of books. 
Whiting Bay hall ladies 
supported the event and 
provided teas and co� ee 
with delicious pancakes 
and scones.                                                                                                                     

The purpose of the 
jumble sale was to rehome 
unwanted items. The event 
was held as part of  Pass it 
on Week, Scotland’s annual 
re-use week, when every-
one is asked to get swap-
ping, sharing, donating or 
repairing literally any type 
of item – from clothes to 
bikes, from books to sports 
kit, from gadgets to tools. 

Eco Savvy raised £135 
from the jumble and 
bric-a-brac, and masses 
of items were rehomed. 
The remaining jumble was 
sorted, returned to Eco 
Savvy or redistributed to 
new homes. Some books 
were recycled but nothing 
was sent to land� ll.

Sarah and Abbie 
Jackson, who ran a 
tombola to raise money 
for the Arran Pink 
Lassies and Cancer 
Research UK. 01_A11jumble01

Whiting Bay hall was packed with bargain hunters. 
01_A11jumble02

      

Abigail Kershaw of 
Brodick with her 

handmade needlework 
creations. 01_A11jumble04

A talk by Kenneth Calman 
A Doctor’s Line

700 years of medicine and public 
health in Scotland’s literature

Wednesday 22nd March, 7pm
Arran Library, Brodick

Free - all welcome

Mother’s Day Carvery 
Sunday 26th March
12pm until 1.30pm
£10.95 per adult
£8.50 per child (5-11 years)
£5 per child (under 5 years)
Booking essential

Booking Essential 01770 860 444
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout � y � shing  Loch Garbad, bank  � shing
Brodick Castle,  Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon, Wed, Sat 10-5pm, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sun 12.30-5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 18th March
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Live music – Buccaneers Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Live music – Baby Isaac The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Bingo Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm

Sunday 19th March
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’  Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Live music -– Baby Isaac The PHT, Lamlash, 3.30pm

Monday 20th March  
Over 50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning � tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
RunArran  Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge  Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm

Arran Citizens Advice Bureau  Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Corrie - Breagha Holistic Beauty   5:00pm - 5:30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Shiskine Church Hall   5:15pm - 5:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Brodick Church Kitchen   6pm - 6.30pm
Scottish country dancing beginners/improvers  Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm

Tuesday 21st March
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Rotary Club  Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
RunArran run coaching  Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Scottish country dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Arran Distillery visitor centre   10am - 10.30am

Wednesday 22nd March
Rock and pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal  Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydro� t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Heritage Museum genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
RunArran  Auchrannie spa, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn

Quiz night The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga  St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Arran Music Festival Community Theatre, Lamlash, from 11.30am
Co� ee morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am - 12 noon
Talk by Kenneth Calman – A doctors line Brodick Library, 7pm

Thursday 23rd March
Morning � tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash front green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Music Festival Community Theatre, Lamlash, from 9.30am

Friday 24th March 
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydro� t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets Reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm -8.30pm
Live Music – Tim Pomeroy Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Arran Music Festival Community Theatre, Lamlash, from 9.30am
Arran Music Festival Concert Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club AGM Bowling clubhouse, 7pm
Karaoke and open mic The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Left to right are Jaclyn McKie, Mark Callachan, Andy Bell, Graham Omand and Euan Mitchell.

They know their whisky but how are the 
team at the Isle of Arran Distillers when it 
comes to general knowledge? 
Managing director Euan Mitchell was 
joined by Jaclyn McKie, marketing man-
ager; Graham Omand, stillman;  Andy 
Bell, sales manager; and Mark Callachan, 
planning manager; when they took on the 

might of the Eggheads in an upcoming 
episode. 
Jaclyn McKie said: ‘Filming was tremen-
dous fun and we think we brought a bit 
of the Arran spirit to the programme. The 
Eggheads certainly showed no mercy but 
we gave it our all.’
The episode will air on Monday March 20.

Isle of Aran Disti llers take on the Eggheads
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Letters
continued from page 8
Cemetery to exclude an in-
vasive species. Shouldn’t 
we be making the badgers 
pay for it?

John Baraclough
Brodick

Arran giftcard
Sir,
Thanks to support from Ar-
gyll and The Isles LEAD-
ER and North Ayrshire 
Council, the new pre-paid 
Arran giftcard will hope-
fully be launched at end 
of March.  The ArranCard 
will offer recipients an op-
portunity to spend in a va-
riety of different outlets on 
Arran, in much the same 
way as a gift card for a de-
partment store or shopping 
centre. This is an amaz-
ing opportunity for any Ar-
ran business, and already 
we have accommodation, 
retail, activity, as well as 
food and drink businesses 
signed up for the scheme.

My reason for writing is 
to ask any business wish-
ing to be involved that has 
not already done so to con-
tact us now for more de-
tails.  

You can either phone 
01770 302043 or email us 
at info@visitarran.com  

Any Arran business that 
has a credit card facili-
ty (regardless of wheth-
er they are with VisitAr-
ran or not) could be part 
of the ArranCard scheme 
and, in addition, be pro-
moted through the Arran-
Card website, which offers 
a mapping facility.

Arran is the fi rst island 
destination to offer such a 
facility for visitors and res-
idents, so please contact 
us now for more details on 
how to become involved.

Sheila Gilmore
VisitArran 

Earth Hour
Sir, 
I’m writing to encourage 
your readers to join thou-
sands across Scotland and 
be part of the world’s big-
gest environmental cam-
paign, Earth Hour on Sat-
urday March 25, at 8.30pm.

WWF’s Earth Hour is a 
simple idea that’s become 
a global phenomenon, 
with hundreds of millions 
of people turning off their 
lights to show they want 
action on the threat posed 
to people and the natural 
world by climate change. 

Lang Banks
WWF Scotland

Edinburgh

Pick up an Arran Blonde at Aldi’s beer festival
Beer from Ayr Brewing 
and Arran Brewery and Ayr 
Brewing has been hand-
picked by Aldi for the su-
permarket’s Scottish Beer 
Festival. 

Thousands of bottles of 
Arran Blone and Betty & 

The Gardens Blonde are 
now on sale across all 72 
Aldi stores in Scotland and 
the in-store event is expect-
ed to generate sales worth 
more than £130,000 for the 
35 breweries involved.

Aldi’s beer festival has 

been running since 2012 
and has generated in excess 
of £1.6million of sales for 
Scotland’s craft breweries. 

Tom Bradley, Buying Di-
rector for Aldi in Scotland, 
said: ‘Scotland’s beer in-
dustry is booming and 

we’re incredibly proud to 
work with many of Scot-
land’s best breweries. At 
Aldi, we’ve been support-
ers of Scottish brewing for 
many years and craft beer 
has always had a place on 
our shelves. 

‘We’ve built a strong re-
lationship with each brew-
ery featured in this beer 
festival and, with demand 
for local produce higher 
than ever, we’re expecting 
these local beers to fl y off 
the shelves.’

Pupils learn about the dynamics of loads, represented by two pupils, on the bridge that 
they constructed. 01_B11bridge01

George Leslie Ltd, in part-
nership with the Institution 
of Civil Engineers (ICE), 
has been helping to bridge 
the gap for primary pupils 
who will shortly be advanc-
ing to high school, with a 
bridge-building workshop.  

The fun, hands-on expe-
rience was aimed at intro-
ducing pupils to civil en-
gineering, teamwork and 
good communication while 
also introducing them to 
more senior type activi-
ties and opportunities that 
are afforded to high school 
pupils. 

Ross Ritchie and Alan 
Kirkwood, from George 
Leslie Ltd, who brought 
the large bridge compo-
nents over, oversaw the 
teams building it, provid-
ing an interesting overview 

of loads, weights and sus-
pension while also making 
comparisons with princi-
pals of engineering that are 
at work at the new ferry ter-
minal in Brodick.

Classes started with an in-
troductory talk before the 
children were divided into 
teams, provided with safe-
ty equipment and clothing, 
before they jumped straight 
into building the bridge that 
spanned almost the length 
of the community theatre 
in Lamlash. Having com-
pleted the bridge and hav-
ing learned various aspects 
of engineering as they built 
the various components, 
the bridge was tested and 
each pupil involved in its 
creation crossed over it. 

The fi nal part of the excit-
ing lesson for the children 
was when Richard Paterson 
and Innes McAlister, who 
are part of the George Les-
lie Ltd team at the Brodick 
ferry terminal, spoke about 
their work there and pro-
vided an insight into the 
engineering work that the 
pupils are all familiar with 
and very interested in. 

Staff and pupils that were 
involved thanked every-
one at George Leslie Ltd 
and the Institution of Civ-
il Engineers for making the 
event possible. 

An industrious pupil is 
tasked with fastening one 

of the spans supporting the 
bridge. 01_B11bridge07

A pupil gets to grips with 
one of the suspension 

cables used in the bridge 
construction. 01_B11bridge02

A George Leslie Ltd employee supervises the construction. 01_B11bridge03

Children overcame the engineering challenges that they 
encountered during the bridge construction. 01_B11bridge06

Assured of the integrity of the project, a pupil crosses the 
bridge that he helped build. 01_B11bridge08
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels
FOR FEBRUARY

Winter visitors to Arran
Gardens were havens for 
many species of birds

14 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 18 March, 2017

The mild winter continued 
in February with tempera-
tures only dropping below 
zero on fi ve days.

The mean temperature 
was a degree and a half 
warmer and there was 25 
per cent more rain than last 
February but fewer win-
ter storms. There was also 
about 25 per cent more rain 
than January. To sum up, 
the weather was change-
able with the coldest spell 
around February 11.

Winter visitors were to the 
fore including: nine purple 
sandpiper at Silver Sands 
on 8th, eight redwing at 
Torbeg on 9th, 25 fi eldfare 
at Cnoc Dubh on 23rd, one 
rook at Sliddery on 24th, 
two brambling at Sliddery 
on 27th and throughout 

the month the long staying 
greenshank at Clauchlands. 
The largest group of win-
tering yellowhammer was 
10 at Sliddery on 7th but 
there has been no report of 
Waxwing since the turn of 
the year.

Wintering wildfowl were 
present in numbers in-
cluding: 120 teal at Kil-
patrick Point on fourth, 47 
pink-footed geese in Kil-
mory on 14th, 82 wigeon 
at Machrie on 15th, 220 
greylag geese at Feorline 

on 16th and two male gold-
eneye on Mossend Pond on 
18th.

Other wintering fl ocks 
included: 42 redshank at 
Sandbraes on 3rd, 200 
common gull at Lenam-
hor Farm on 4th, 100 her-
ring gull at Kilpatrick Point 
also on 4th, 24 lapwing at 
Kilpatrick on 6th, 96 cur-
lew at Corriecravie on 9th, 
179 jackdaw at Machrie on 
12th, 150 starling at Kilpat-
rick on 18th, 100 chaffi nch 
at Clachaig on 21st and 135 
skylark at Sliddery on 24th. 
Some of these fl ocks may 
have included birds begin-
ning to migrate north. 

The occasional calm days 
were ideal for sea watch-
ing. Reports included: fi ve 
black-throated diver off 
Rubha Creagan Dubha on 
12th, six great northern 
diver off Cosyden on 15th 
and two red-throated diver 
in Whiting Bay on 18th. 

There were signs of ap-
proaching spring with some 
reports of species in full 
courtship display includ-
ing 40 eider off Cosyden 
on 15th and 14 red-breast-
ed merganser in Whiting 
Bay on 24th.

With sources of food for 
some species of bird be-
coming scarce, gardens 
were havens for many spe-
cies. Among the many gar-
den highlights were eight 
coal tit at Torbeg on 8th, 
ten long-tailed tit in Brod-
ick on 9th, a great spotted 
woodpecker at Cordon on 
17th and ten goldfi nch in 
Shiskine on 26th.  Increas-
ingly, numbers of siskin on 
their annual journey north 
began to appear at garden 
feeders including three in 
Whiting Bay on 22nd.  It 
was also encouraging to 
receive more reports of 
greenfi nch. This once com-
mon species has been dec-
imated in recent years by 
the parasitic disease trich-
omonas. 

Other sightings includ-
ed: a pair of goosander off 
the Craw on fi rst, two little 
grebe on Mossend Pond on 
3rd, one moorhen also on 
Mossend Pond on 5th, one 
water rail at Corriecrav-
ie on 9th, one twite at Slid-
dery on 19th and two dip-
per at Cordon on 24th.

As well as displaying ei-
der and red-breasted mer-
ganser on the coast, other 
signs of approaching spring 
included: a blackbird in 
splendid song outside the 
Co-op in Brodick on fi rst, 
a grey heron in full-breed-
ing plumage at Strabane 
on fi fth, 20 house sparrow 
nest building in Lamlash on 

fi fth, 12 courting Fulmar on 
the cliffs at Drumadoon on 
seventh, woodpigeon on a 
nest in Clachaig on 23rd, 
raven nesting at Clauchan 
Glen on 25th and returning 
lesser black-backed gull in 
Kildonan on 26th. In addi-
tion, in February there were 
reports of returning gannet 
from 12 locations around 
the island.

Finally, March could see 
the start of the arrival of 
summer visitors including 
wheatear, chiffchaff, wil-
low warbler, sand martin, 
even swallow and house 
martin, but their arrival 

will be dependent on the 
weather. Keep an eye out 
for these migrants and let 
me know when you fi rst see 
them. Enjoy your birding 

Please send any bird notes 
with ‘what, when, where’ 
to me at Kilpatrick Ken-
nels, Kilpatrick, Black-
waterfoot, KA27 8EY, or 
email me at jim@arran-
birding.co.uk  I look for-
ward to hearing from you. 
For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012, the new Arran Bird 
Report 2016 or visit www.
arranbirding.co.uk.

A grey heron in full breeding plumage. Photo by David Hogg. 

Fulmar courting on the cli� s. Photo by Elizabeth Smith. 

Greylag geese and pink-footed geese are typical winter 
visitors. Photo by Susie Smith.
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Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family � rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream � oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge as soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reduce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and arti� cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) � avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer than 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from strong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the milk within three days or the 

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the south 

of the island. 

Arran Dairies A4 leaflet.indd   1
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Coffee Shop
Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local meats along with fresh fi sh.
Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Farm Shop
Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.
Wigwams
Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Rural Skills
Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information
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THE ARRAN BANNER 20 YEARS AGO 
Saturday 22 March, 1997
Golfing century
Brodick Golf Club is 100 years old 
this year. In 1897, the Brodick Hall 
Company Ltd began the course after 
setting up a committee to canvas for 
members. They leased a few fi elds in 
Mayish and had a small clubhouse of 
sorts. About 1912, the club appears to 
have lapsed for a short spell and, in 
1913, Arran Estates set it up again. It 
set aside 40 acres in what is almost 
the present course – we say present 
because of the signifi cant changes 
last year. 

In place of the present clubhouse 
was a little starter’s hut and what is 
now the chemist shop was used as a 
clubhouse although any dances usu-
ally took place in the Wooley’s tea-
rooms. During the Second World 
War, the club again lapsed. It was 
used as grazing and for mock inva-
sions and war preparations. At the 

The Music Festival began with Scottish country dancing 
on Wednesday. Here Corrie primary school, who won the 
shield for mixed primary groups, dance The Honeymoon. 

B11twe01

end of the war, a group of locals ar-
ranged to lease the land from Arran 
Estates and, with an old army hut for 
a clubhouse, they began once more 
and have never looked back.  

Comet watch
Anyone who has not yet cast their 
eyes up into the night sky has another 
week or so in which to do so and see 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Last 
night, in particular, it was crisp and 
clear and seen as a bright orb with a 
tail of light behind it. Named after 
Alan Hale and Thomas Bopp, the two 
Americans who fi rst identifi ed it, the 
comet is a ‘small icy molecule’ which 
lights up as it approaches the sun. 
The tail is melting ice and is due to 
peak in brightness on Saturday night. 
Thereafter Hale Bopp will continue 
to be visible for another week before 
its shoots off into space, only to re-
turn again in another 4,000 years.

Last orders
The application for a public house 
licence at Isle of Arran Distillery in 
Lochranza was refused at North Ayr-
shire Licensing Court last Monday. 
There were 19 objections to the ap-
plication, most of which said they 
would not have objected to a restau-
rant licence but were totally against a 
pub licence. 

Andrew Currie of the distillery said:  
‘We are sorry it was refused because 
we feel that we really want to have a 
restaurant licence and an off-sales li-
cence and we feel that hasn’t really 
been understood.’ In the meantime, 
the distillery’s new restaurant will 
be opened upstairs in the visitor cen-
tre, separate from the off-sales down-
stairs and there will be a ceilidh to 
mark its opening.

Centenary captain Willie Innes drives o�  from the � rst tee last Saturday which 
marked the start of special events celebrating the 100th year of Brodick Golf 

Club. B11twe05

Whiting Bay Guides won the John Thompson Memorial Cup for non-school group at the Music 
Festival. Holding the cup is Jenna Thomson, granddaughter of the late John Thomson. B11twe02

Co-op shoppers Liz Armit and Helen MacDonald learn about the ‘dividend’ which has 
been reintroduced after it was withdrawn in the 1970s. The money-back scheme, known 
as the ‘divi’, will be � ve per cent on all fresh produce and Co-op-branded goods. B11twe04

Corrie Primary School country dancing group show o�  the shield for mixed primary 
groups with their tutor Tina Salmon. B11twe03
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

GARDENERS

Trade Classifi eds

Classifi ed

Property

Public Notices

LOGS

UNDER £50
Hy-line point of lay pullets Tel 
Colin: 07968259502
Retro Style Bush TR82 Ra-
dio, FM/MW/LW , mains or 
battery operated. (Battery not 
included) The radio measures, 
33cm W x 27cm H x 10cm D 
Available for £12.00.
Call 700405
New Ikea white glass pendant 
light shade, still in box £12, 
old kitchen chair with ladder 
back £10, inversion cable £50 
Tel: 07788681139
Cockerel, 6 months old £10, 6 
month old chicks £15 each x 3 
Tel: 870339
Halogen cooker, new with in-
structions and cookery book, 
includes extension pack £20 
Tel: 820368
Hotpoint larder fridge, 350 
ltrs, 1800mm x 600 mm. Good 
condition. £30 Tel: 07504 
773781.

WANTED
Canary birds Tel: 600651

OVER £50
Ikea Poang Armchair, com-
plete with matching footstool. 
Oak and Dark Brown leath-
er. Current Ikea price £240.00 
Available for £150.00 Please 
call 700405.
Ladies Scarpa, Cyrus GTX 
Trekking shoes (UK Size 5)
Colour: Marron, which is mid 
brown. The shoes are boxed 
and in as new condition. The 
shoes cost £125.00 and are 
available for £70.00 Call Jane 
on 700405
Kitchen/dining table ceramic 

tile top - 65inc x 39 inc with 
6 matching wood chairs, light-
wood £100 for the lot, twin 
beds pine, vgc mattress includ-
ed if req - one wheels under 
the other to store £80 for both, 
nearly new 3 seater couch 
75inc x 35inc deep, 5 match-
ing cusions - black leather and 
soft grey with matching square 
footstool 25in square £150 the 
lot Tel: 820368

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCE ACT 1992 COUNCIL TAX 

As required by paragraph 96(1) of the above Act, North Ayrshire Council give notice 
of, in terms of paragraphs 70 (1) and 93 (1) of the same Act, the amounts of Council 
Tax payable in respect of chargeable dwellings in each valuation band for year 
2017/18. 

Valuation Band Full Council Tax 
(£)

Council Tax discounted 
by 25% (£) 

A 791.04 593.28

B 922.88 692.16

C 1,054.72 791.04

D 1,186.56 889.92

E 1,559.01 1,169.25

F 1,928.16 1,446.12

G 2,323.68 1,742.76

H 2,907.07 2,180.30

The above figures exclude water and wastewater charges. Scottish Water is 
responsible for setting its own charges for household water and wastewater services, 
which are subject to scrutiny by the Water Industry Commission for Scotland. 
North Ayrshire Council is required by law to include water and wastewater charges 
on its Council Tax bills and to collect the sums due on behalf of Scottish Water. 
The level of discount on unoccupied properties for up to 12 months is 10% and 200% 
levy for greater than 12 months unless actively marketed for sale or let for up to 24 
months; second homes no longer receive a discount in accordance with the Council 
Tax (Variation for unoccupied Dwellings) (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2016. 
The 2017/18 annual Council Tax Notices will be issued in March 2017. 
L Friel
Chief Financial Officer

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at 
The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 07.04.17. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

17/00234/PP; Cladach, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8DE; Erection of 3 silos 
(retrospective).
17/00028/PP; Eas Mor Waterfall, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Change of use 
from mobility vehicle store/reception to cafe/mobility vehicle store and erection 
of toilet block.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

STUNNING BUILDING PLOT 
FOR SALE ON ARRAN

5-mins from Brodick. 
Overlooking the sea.

Approx 1/3rd acre site.
Planning approval granted for 

2-bed house. 
Please Contact 07710162559

Building Plot For Sale
Off ers Over £180,000

Clauchlands, Lamlash, Arran
Permission has been granted for the erecti on of a four 

bedroom detached villa with an elevated and outstanding 
outlook towards the Holy Isle.

For Further Informati on contact McEwan Fraser Legal
01292 430555   www.mcewanfraserlegal.co.uk

G I Logs 
Cut to size firewood delivered to your door

The winner of our February draw is 
Ticket No.76 

To enter our next draw for a FREE HALF LOAD of logs, 
Simply order a FULL LOAD! 

To order, please Call: 

Grant (day):  07786 246 886 
Billy (day):  07866 323 533 
Evening:  01770 600 155 

Whiting Bay Bowling Club
AGM

Friday 24th March at 7pm
In the Club House

All welcome

Corrie Golf Club
AGM

Wednesday 5th April 2017
in Tearoom at 8pm

Arran Golf Pass 

AGM
Tuesday 4 April at 7pm

Brodick Golf Club
all Welcome

MACHRIE TIMBER SLIPWAY
Drop in meeting
at Machrie Golf Club

Wednesday 29th March, 4pm - 6pm
All welcome to pop in

GENERAL 
GARDENING

Strimming • Grass Cutting
Hedge Trimming • Garden Tidying

Michael Banasik
01770 860119       07884204885

michaelarran11@gmail.com

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Leisure Assistant

Receptionist

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Commis Chef

Chef de Partie

Painter and Decorator

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.

Stagecoach Bus
We are looking for an Apprentice Engineer 
to join our Brodick depot
The Stagecoach Advanced Apprenticeship is the � rst 
step towards a career as a skilled mechanics body 
repairer and electrical engineers - fully quali� ed 
engineers earn a competitive salary and enjoy 
excellent bene� ts.  
You will be placed on a progressive programme of on-
the-job training designed to give you skills directly 
applicable in the workplace.  This will be supported 
by attendance at a specialist training college to gain 
a formal quali� cation.  
Whats in it for you?
* Full pay whilst training
* Paid Holiday
* Travel concessions for you and your partner
* The chance to start on the path to becoming a 

quali� ed engineer
Candidate must have Standard Grades at grade 1-3 
(English Maths and one Science subject)

Please call the Brodick Depot 01770 302000 
for an application form.

WANTED!
Local Delivery Driver for full time 

position and immediate start. 
Full clean drivers Licence required, 

7.5 ton licence preferred
Applications please in writing to 

Arran Haulage Services Ltd, Home Farm, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DD

CO-OP
Lamlash & Invercloy

Various customer team member 
position available 

Plus 2x20hrs team leader 
positions; supervisory experience 

preferred, full training given.
Enquire in store

We are recruiting in the gardens! 
We are looking to bring two folks in to the team 

for the following positions. 

Fixed Term Gardener
27th March - 30th June. 

Tasks to include weeding, pruning, 
border maintenance and basic machinery work.

Fixed Term Grounds Person
Grass cutting on ride on gang mower. Regular use of 
Pedestrian rotary mowers and strimmers/brushcutters 

and other basic machinery. Other basic gardening work 
when required. £8.25 an hour Monday-Friday 8-4.30
To apply please contact Sarah on searney@nts.org.uk 

Must like working outdoors in all weathers :)

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Seasonal Cleansing Operative (Temporary) | NAY02300 

 £7.72 - £8.44 per hour | 37 hours per week 
26 weeks | 2 vacancies

 7am start time, Market Road, Brodick, Isle of Arran

Closing date 26th March 2017

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 19th March

11am Holy Communion.
 Mr John Roberts.

 Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 19th March

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill Church
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 

Morning Worship 
Corrie Church, 11.30am 

Prayer Meeting,
12noon Morning Worship

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 19th March
 Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod,
Reader, at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after the

 service. Also, there will be a 
sale of Traidcraft goods.

All most welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 19th March
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHUCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

 BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 19th March 
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
 (continuing)

Sunday 19th March 
Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 19th March
Service 11am 

Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and coffee after the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for bi-

ble study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

DEATH

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Whiting Bay captain Wol�  Kroner presenting David 
Brookens with the Winter Cup after his successful

 defence of the trophy. 

SHISKINE
Sunday March 12, fi nal 
day of the Ryder Cup. Tor-
beg 4 & 1/2 v Blackwater-
foot 3 & 1/2, Kilpatrick 4 
v Shiskine 4. Torbeg nar-
rowly win the bonus point. 
Table after the fi nal match 
– Game 6. 1st equal Kilpat-
rick 20 & 1/2 pts, Torbeg 
20 & 1/2 pts, 3rd Shiskine 
20 pts, 4th Blackwater-
foot 17 pts. NP: W Paton 
@4th,W Paton @10th, H 
Bannatyne @12th.

So after an anxious wait 
in the clubhouse, where we 
enjoyed a very tasty meal 
provided kindly by Alan, a 
dramatic fi nish was the or-
der of the day. A shoot-out.

Four gents from Kilpat-
rick and from Torbeg went 
back up to the 18th tee and 
nearest the pin would be 
the victor.

 With the shot heard round 
the world, Willie McNally 
produced the magic at the 
right moment and, be-
ing captain of Kilpatrick, 
duly went on to lift the Ry-
der Cup for 2016/17. Well 
done Willie and all your 
Kilpatrick squad,

Fixtures: ladies game 

Willie McNally, the Kilpatrick captain, lifting the Ryder Cup 
at Shiskine. Phil Betley collects the wooden spoon for his 

Blackwaterfoot team.

every Thursday at 10am. 
Gents: Saturday March 
18, Lochranza match @ 
Shiskine, 1.30pm tee-off. 
Sunday March 19, 12-hole 
medal and fi nal of the Win-
ter Cup, 1pm tee-off.

Saturday March 11, gents 
18-hole medal, seven 
played. 1st and scratch Wil-
lie McNally 80-17=63, 2 
Brian Sherwood 84-12=72. 
Magic Twos from Willie 
McNally @10th,

Phil Betley @10th, Brian 
Sherwood @12th. Well 
played Willie getting that 
handicap down.

WHITING BAY
Sunday March 12, Win-
ter Cup round six. Eight 
played in the fi nal round of 
this season’s Winter Cup. 1 
David Brookens (11) 60, 2 
Dougie Auld (26) 42, 3rd 
Danny Head (5) 63.

Danny bagged the only 
magic two of the day at 
@17th, and CSS dropped 
to 62.

In the overall competition, 
holder David Brookens al-
ready held a six-shot lead 
going into the fi nal round. 
His fi nal round score 
stretched that to a margin of 
14 to retain the trophy. 1st 
David Brookens 178, 2nd 
John Dick 192, 3rd Graeme 
Crichton 198.

Fixtures: Sunday March 
19, friendly v Lamlash at 
Whiting Bay, 10.30am roll-
ing start. Just turn up before 
that to be make up pairings. 
The series is on a knife 

edge so a good turnout is a 
must.

BRODICK
Wednesday March 8, 
Wednesday Cup. Jim Green 
was the winner this week 
with an 82-20=62. Magic 
twos, Terry Raeside. 

Sunday March 12, Bran-
don qualifi er, 13 played, 
CSS 64. 1 Terry Raeside 
74-10=64, 2 Brian Smith 
77-12=65, 3 Iain Sillars 81-
15=66. Scratch Terry Rae-
side 74. Congratulations to 
Iain Sillars on his hole in 
one at the fourth. Winter 
Cup, played concurrently 
with Brandon. Stableford. 
Terry Raeside (10) 37pts, 
Brian Smith (12) 36pts, 
Iain Sillars (15) 35pts.
Fixture: Sunday March 19, 
Winter Cup, fi nal round, 
9am and noon. The dinner 
and presentation of prizes 
is on Wednesday March 22, 

if you would like to attend, 
please contact D Roxburgh 
on 303660.

LAMLASH 
Thursday March 9, yellow 
medal, CSS64, par 61. 1 
Alan Smith 77-11=66. No 
magic twos. Sunday March 
12, Glenburn Cup. 1 Serge 
El Adm 77-20=57. Magic 
twos Hugh McLelland.

Fixtures: Sunday March 
19, Lamlash v Whiting Bay 
at Whiting Bay, 10.30am. 
With Lamlash leading by 
one point, it is all to play 
for in this fi nal match. 
Thursday March yellow 
medal, 11am.

CORRIE
Saturday March 11. The 
fi nal round of the Winter 
Cup was played in mild, 
almost warm, conditions. 
Winner on the day after 
another very good round 
was J McLean (time he was 
cut!). Donald Logan, how-
ever, was not to be caught 
and is the deserved winner 
overall of the Winter Cup.

Fixture: Saturday March 
18, sweep (strokeplay), 
ballots at 9.30am and 
12.30pm.

MACHRIE BAY
Tuesday March 7, Win-
ter Cup, 1 J Pennycott 
73-10=63, 2 R Betley 
93-28=65, 3rd P Betley 76-
9=67

Fixture: Tuesday March 
21, Lochranza Hotel Cup, 
last round, noon. AGM 
Thursday March 2 7.30pm 
in the hall.

CRISP - MAURICE - Passed 
away peacefully at home on 7th 
March after a short but brave 
fi ght with throat cancer.  Fu-
neral service at Masonhill Cre-
matorium, Ayr 2pm Tuesday 
21st March thereafter to Kil-
winning Bowling Club.  Bus 
to meet 11.05am boat returning 
at 4.30pm from Bowling Club 
to Ardrossan.  Family fl owers 
only please.  Retiring collec-
tion for Arran Hospital Support-
ers League.  Bright colours NO 
black please.
CURRIE RENA (CATH-
ERINE) NEE DICKSON -  
Passed away at home on 10th 
March 2017. Beloved wife of 
Allan and loving and much 
loved mum of the late Tina, Is-
abel and Wilma. Devoted Gran 
to Colleen, Leigh, Innes and 
Finlay. Dear mother in law to 
Brian, Norman and Alan. Good 
friend to all. Service at Whit-
ing Bay & Kildonan Church of 
Scotland on Friday 17th March 
2017 at 11.30 am, thereafter 
to Lamlash Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations 
if desired to ArCaS and the Hos-
pital Supporters League.
TURNER - ALAN -  Peaceful-
ly at Arran War Memorial hos-
pital on Thursday, 9th March 
2017 after an illness bravely
borne. Alan, aged 50 years, be-
loved husband of Sheila, loving 
son of Joan and brother to Mi-
chael, Kaye and Susan. Funer-
al service at Holmsford Bridge 
Crematorium, Dreghorn on Fri-
day, 24th March at 1:00 pm to 
which all are welcome.

ANDREWS MARGARET 
JEAN - Susan, Jayne and 
family would like to sincerely 
thank those who gave support 
over the past few weeks in-
cluding the doctors and nurses 
who attended our mother.  For 
all the professional and lov-
ing care that the staff at Mon-
trose house gave her during 
the time that she lived there.  
To Angus Adamson for his 
support though out and for the 
service and to Ruth Thompson 
who played mothers favourite 
hymns. David and Clair Hen-
ry for there professional ser-
vice and a fi nal thank you to 
our relations and friends for 
their kindness and cards.  A to-
tal of £192 was raised which 
will go towards Montrose 
house residents outings.
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comes true for Neil
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Arran Ladies 0
Uddingston Clinetix Ladies 6

Arran come close but the shot went wide. 01_A11hockey04

Neil Hunter from Lamlash 
has achieved a lifetime’s 
ambition to be part of the 
British America’s Cup se-
nior sailing team – Land 
Rover BAR.

The 21-year-old was most 
recently skipper aboard the 
Land Rover BAR Acade-
my GC32 competing in the 
Extreme Sailing Series and 
Red Bull Youth America’s 
Cup, before he was pro-
moted to the senior sailing 
team. 

He will join Sir Ben Ains-
lie’s British America’s Cup 

Neil Hunter can be seen in action on the Land Rover BAR catamaran. 

sailing team in Bermuda 
for training shortly ahead 
of the 35th America’s Cup, 
which starts in May. 

Land Rover BAR sailing 
team manager Jono Mac-
beth said: ‘There was a po-
sition available with the 
team and Neil is the perfect 
fi t. He is hardworking, in-
credibly fi t and willing to 
learn.

‘We had a vision for this 
type of promotion to hap-
pen within the Land Rov-
er BAR Academy, but none 
of us expected it to happen 
this quickly. 

‘Neil can be a great asset 
for the team, not just this 
time round but also into the 
future. 

‘We plan to make more 
promotions, to create a new 
pathway into the America’s 
Cup.

‘The sailing team are 
proud of the shirts they 
wear, the numbers they 
carry and they can be 
proud when guys like Neil 
step up and make one their 
own.’

Neil added: ‘A week after 
the Academy fi tness test, 
Jono Macbeth asked me to 
come in and do another fi t-
ness test. I was then asked 

to join Ben Ainslie and the 
team for a few days of sail-
ing in the Solent at the end 
of October.

‘A week after that, Jono 
called me and offered me a 
place in the America’s Cup 
sailing team, which obvi-

ously was massive, and I’m 
still stoked about it now, to 
be honest. Fitness is a huge 
part of it, and I’ve put a 
huge amount of work into 
that, but it’s also just being 
generally hard working.’

The Sydney Extreme 

Sailing Series event will 
take place in Sydney Har-
bour beneath the iconic 
Harbour Bridge and Opera 
House and will comprise 
eight teams competing in 
the fi nale. 

The Land Rover BAR 

Academy team currently 
sits in fi fth place in the Ex-
treme Sailing Series and 
next year, in addition to 
competing in the series 
again, will also compete in 
the Red Bull Youth Ameri-
ca’s Cup.  

Land Rover BAR skipper 
and principal Sir Ben Ain-
slie presents Neil Hunter 

with his senior shirt. 

Arran Ladies hockey team 
suffered only their second 
defeat of the season and 
their heaviest loss being 
at the wrong end of a 6-0 
thrashing.

They faced their near-
est rivals in the game at 
the Ormidale astroturf last 
Saturday with a depleted 
side. With seven regular 
players missing, the match 
gave valuable game time 
to some of the younger 
players. 

But they were to prove no 
match for the very strong 
Uddingston team who easi-
ly took the three points.

However, despite the de-
feat Arran still sit top of 
the West District Women’s 
Hockey League Division 4, 
but by just one point.

Arran Ladies suffer second defeat
Arran Ladies are at home 

again today (Saturday) 
against the University of 

Strathclyde women’s 2s 
and all supporters are wel-
come. Passback 11.30am.

Arran defenders try to thwart another attack.
01_A11hockey02

Right: Arran’s Jim 
Jam in a chase

for the ball.
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SPORTS shorts
Arran Sportive 
spins in againSupport for island’s 

triathlon festival Following the success of 
the Arran Sportive last 
year, the charity cycle 
event will take place again 
this year with the date set 
for Saturday September 9.

The 52-mile open road 
event, which completes a 
full anti-clockwise loop 
around the island, starts 
and fi nishes in Brodick and 
raises funds for the Ocean 
Youth Trust Scotland. The 
charity, whose aim is to 
empower youth and to 
discover their true poten-
tial through sailing experi-
ences, uses its three sailing 
ships to take more than 550 
young people to sea every 
year.    

The Sportive, which was 
very popular last year, saw 
more than 230 riders tak-
ing part in the timed, but 
non-competitive, event. 

Arran Junior Triathlon Club 
joined VisitArran, the Arran 
Outdoor Education Cen-
tre and Arran Tours to pro-
mote Arran and the Island 2 
Island Triathlon Festival in 
Glasgow last weekend.

They were taking part in 
events at the Scottish Cy-
cling, Running and Outdoor 
Pursuits Show at the SECC.

A great day was had by 
all the children taking part 
in all the fantastic activities 
on offer, including indoor 
climbing wall, indoor velo-
drome, mini mountain bik-
ing and triathlon challeng-
es. All the parents provided 
amazing support as usual, 
including a fantastic perfor-
mance from one parent in 
the mini triathlon fi nishing 

The junior triathlon team had a great day in Glasgow. 

third overall in the female 
category. 

Ciara Wood participated 
in the ‘dry tri’ which saw 
her obtain fi rst female with 
a distance covered of 5.6km 
in 18 minutes to win a tri-
athlon watch. 

The club’s fi rst event for 
the 2017 season will take 
place tomorrow (Sunday) at 
the Allander Aquathon. 

The children have been 
training really hard all win-
ter and the club are con-
fi dent they can continue 
the brilliant results seen in 
2016.

The Island 2 Island Festi-
val is taking place on Sat-
urday June 3 to help raise 
much-needed funds for the 
club.

James McCarthy takes a 
bike challenge. Ciara Wood is top of the leader board. The team helps VisitArran promote the island. 

The latest results the Arran 
Bridge Club are: aggre-
gate competition at Brod-
ick on Thursday March 9. 
N/S 1 Jean Barclay and 
Elizabeth McKellar, 2 
Maureen Cumming and 
Jennifer McArthur, 3 Jen-
nifer Wales and John Bar-
aclough.
E/W 1 Elaine Duncan and 
Alison Bilsland, 2 Janie 
Maclure and Anne McK-
elvie, 3 Margaret MacGill 
and Jessmay Peacock.

Match points competition 
held at Lamlash on Mon-
day March 13. 1 Jim Pea-
cock and John Baraclough, 
2 Anne McKelvie and 
Janie Maclure, 3 Alison 
Bilsland and Elaine Dun-
can, 4 Margaret MacGill 
and Elizabeth McKellar.

Bridge results
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