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Arran High School S1 singers performed a variety of carols and contemporary music at the school’s 
Christmas showcase held last week. For a full report and more pictures, see page six6. 01_B53AHS02

Chef lecturer Gary Maclean 
used Arran mustard to help 
him win the popular TV 
show Masterchef: The Pro-
fessionals.

Now Patersons Arran Ltd, 
which makes the mustard, 
is hoping for a sales boost 
after it was given repeated 
namechecks during the fi nal 
of the BBC show watched 
by millions of viewers last 
week.

Gary, 45, a dad-of-fi ve 
who teaches at the City of 
Glasgow College, defeated 
47 other chefs over seven 
weeks of competition to win 
the coveted prize judged by 
two Michelin-starred chef 
Marcus Wareing, renowned 
chef Monica Galetti and 
Gregg Wallace.

In the fi nal three-course 

Communities on Arran 
would have to fi nd nearly 
£60,000 if they want to 
keep the public toilets on 
the island open.

That is the conclusion of 
a report drawn up by Ar-
ran Community Council 
into the viability of retain-
ing them.

North Ayrshire Coun-
cil announced during its 
budget last year that it was 
shutting all the public toi-
lets both on Arran on the 
mainland. However, the toi-
lets on the island were giv-
en a 12-month stay of exe-
cution to allow alternatives 
to be considered. The coun-
cil is planning to shut them 
in March.

The community council 
had hoped that agreement 
could be reached with vil-
lage associations around the 
island to take over the facil-
ities, but that now seems in-
creasingly unlikely given 
the costs involved.

Only Corrie and Sannox 
Improvements, who already 

High cost of spending a 
penny hits saving toilets

run their own public toilet 
at the village hall, look like 
being in a position to take 
over the toilet block at the 
Glen Sannox car park.

The cost of the keep-
ing the toilets at each of 
the present locations has 
been broken down as fol-
lows: Brodick £6,750, 
Lamlash £11,250, Sand-
braes £3,000, Whiting Bay 
£9,500, Kilmory £3,000, 
Blackwaterfoot £6,000, 
Lochranza £9,500 and 
Glen Sannox £7,500.

These fi gures covered 
refurbishment costs as 
well as ongoing mainte-
nance costs, consumable 
items and electricity. The 
varients refl ect the condi-
tion and usage of the toilet 
blocks. 

Unviable
However, the fi gures for 

Brodick and Kilmory do 
not include any refurbish-
ment costs as it is assumed 
the present run-down toi-
let block at the beach would 
probably close due to the 

ferry terminal upgrade and 
the Kilmory facilities are 
considered unviable and 
are not fi t for upgrading. 

The community council 
heard there would be no 
money from the NAC to 
meet any of these costs. 

Shiskine representative 
Neil Arthur said he did 
not think there was much 
of an appetite for Shiskine 
Improvements to take on 
responsibility for the toi-
let block in Blackwater-
foot. ‘It is an appalling de-

cision by North Ayrshire 
Council and they should be 
ashamed of themselves.’

New chairman Bill 
Calderwood, who drew 
up the report, said he was 
looking to arrange a meet-
ing with a representative 
of each village association 
to make a fi nal decision 
on the toilets, now that 
they were in possession of 
the facts, before the next 
meeting of the community 
council in January.

This was agreed.

Arran 
mustard 
helps Gary to 
show success

Gary Maclean with his 
trophy. 

Continued on page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

PUBLIC HELP LINES
ACTION ON DEPRESSION 0808 802 2020 
www.actionondepression.org   
BREATHING SPACE 0800 83 85 87
www.breathingspacescotland.co.uk  
CHILDLINE 0800 11 11
www.childline.org.uk   
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SCOTLAND 0845 600 2227 
www.crusescotland.org.uk
SAMARITANS 08457 90 90 90
www.samaratins.org    
TOUCHED BY SUICIDE 01294 229087
www.touchedbysuicidescotland.org   
YOUNGMINDS 020 7336 8445
www.youngminds.org.uk

Continued from page 1
cook-off with the two other 
fi nalists, he used an Arran 
mustard sauce to fi nish off 
his Highland roe deer dish 
and he said he wanted to 
transport the judges to the 
West Coast of Scotland.

The starter for Glas-
wegian Gary’s winning 
entry was white wine-
steamed razor clams served 
with a garnish of aspara-
gus, Jerusalem artichoke 
discs and crispy ham, on a 
bed of a diced fennel, cour-
gette and carrot in a white 
wine sauce, fi nished with a 
lemon gel. The main dish 
was smoked and roasted 
loin of Highland roe deer 
accompanied by celeriac 
three ways – crisped, 
puréed and diced – roasted 
Scotch whisky-washed car-
rots, crispy kale, goose-
berry chutney and nastur-
tium leaves and fi nished 
with Arran mustard sauce. 
Dessert was a chocolate 
pistachio ganache on a 
sablé Breton biscuit, with 
raspberry gel, topped with 
a pistachio croquant wafer, 
garnished with fresh rasp-
berries, mint and dehydrat-
ed raspberries, served with 
vanilla ice-cream.

Speaking to the BBC after 
his win, the senior chef lec-
turer said he decided to en-
ter the competition because 
of his love for the show.

Gary said: ‘The main 
reason I applied was that, 
every year, my kids and 
students asked why I 
haven’t done it.

‘Getting to the fi nals is 
the hardest test a chef can 
put themselves through and 
I don’t think people real-
ise how long a journey it is, 
but my wife and kids have 
been with me every single 
step of the way, so it’s been 
brilliant.’

Arran 
mustard 
helps Gary to 
show success

Minimum

QR code

Card is valid 12 months from purchase date and can be 
used in a network of Arran businesses. Pay with card as a
bank card, with signature (no pin ).  To check the card 
balance and for a full list of participating businesses,  scan
QR code or check online at www.arrancard.com
Front image copyright Angela Elliot-Walker.  
Card cannot be exchanged for cash. 
Lost or stolen cards will not be compensated. 
 

The Arran Card
www. a r r an c a rd . com

Here is the fi rst image of 
what the new Arran Card 
will look like.

As revealed in last week’s 
Banner, Arran will be the 
fi rst island in Scotland, if 
not the UK, to launch a 
single destination payment 
card.

And VisitArran has called 
in the talents of local art-
ist Angela Elliot-Walker 
to provide the design work 
for the card, which it plans 
to launch in late March, af-
ter securing funding from 
Argyll and the Isles, North 
Ayrshire Council and the 
Scottish Rural Network. 
The image by Angela, who 
is a VisitArran director, 
shows Brodick Castle in the 
shadow of Goatfell. 

String Road 
to be closed
There will be closures on 
the  String Road next week 
to allow roadworks, as pre-
viously advised by North 
Ayrshire Council.

From Wednesday Jan-
uary 4 to Sunday Jan-
uary 8 closures are re-
quired for resurfacing 
work which will take place 
from West Glenshurig ac-
cess road westwards. Start-
ing with preparatory work 
on Wednesday January 4, 
there will be traffi c con-
trol measures for part of 
the day, then from Thurs-
day until Sunday January 8 
there will be road closures 
from 9am to 1pm and 2pm 
to 4pm. Depending on the 
progress made, there may 
also be closures on Mon-
day January 9.

Cancelled
The annual ceilidh which 
has been held for many 
years in Brodick Hall on 
New Year’s Day has been 
forced to be cancelled this 
year due to unforeseen 
circumstances. 

Storms over Christmas brought widespread travel disrup-
tion to the Arran ferry service.

The arrival of Storm Barbara and the breakdown of a 
mooring winch saw ferries disrupted from last Thursday 
for people trying to get away for Christmas or to their 
families on the island.

A break in the weather saw ferries sailing later on Fri-
day and there were some sailings on Christmas Eve but 
the boat was tied up on Christmas Day in Brodick instead 
of Ardrossan.

However, the problems were not over yet as people plan-
ning to travel on Boxing Day were hit by Storm Conor, 
which delayed what was supposed to be the only sailing of 
the day at 1.55pm by nearly three hours, but there was an 
additional sailing to reposition the boat back in Ardrossan.

Arran Card will be 
open to all
businesses

The � rst image of the new ArranCard. 

The Arran Card will be 
able to be used in a variety 
of businesses island-wide 
and its purpose is to simplify 
spending for the visitor as 
well as doubling up as an 
ideal gift option for friends. 

Executive director of 
VisitArran Sheila Gilmore 
said: ‘Ultimately, the Arran 
Card will save on time, ef-
fort and resource for those 
businesses who currently 
operate their own paper 
voucher schemes. There 
will be a small charge for 
businesses initially to par-
ticipate in the Arran Card, 
but this will include adver-
tising on the card website, 
and a direct link to their 
own website too. 

‘The scheme will be open 

to all businesses on Arran, 
irrespective of whether they 
are VisitArran partners or 
not.’

Anyone with a card will 
be able to use it to for ac-
commodation, dining, re-
tail, activities and attrac-
tions – anywhere as long 
as the business has a credit 
card facility and is signed 
up to the scheme. A website 
will offer a list of participat-

ing businesses and the bal-
ance on the card itself. Un-
like existing gift vouchers 
that many local businesses 
offer, the Arran Card will 
be able to be split between 
different businesses and or-
ganisations as the user sees 
fi t. The card will be valid 
for 12 months from the date 
of purchase, and will be in-
itially marketed throughout 
mainland Scotland.

Storms bring disruption
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Looking forward 
to the New Year 

One of Sheila’s highlights was winning the Ayrshire 
Business Awards with VisitArran colleagues, 
chairman Kenneth Bone and Cecilia Paul.Sheila Gilmore

executive director of 
VisitArran and The
Arran Trust
What has been the
highlight of your year?

Too many to mention; 
CWIT2016, winning the 
Ayrshire Business Awards, 
HIT the Rock, being a 
Thistle regional fi nalist, 
meeting lots of lovely peo-
ple through VisitArran 
both home and abroad and 
now being a Scottish Rural 
Awards fi nalist.
What has been the
low point of your year? 

Negativity and naysay-
ers. Far too much of this in 
general, I prefer a ‘can do’ 
approach. Keep smiling!
What has been your word 
of the year, and why?

Training. We’ve deliv-
ered a suite of customer 
service training courses, 
which is rolling out nicely.
Fancy doing an Arran Wel-
come? Contact us. 
Who has inspired you this 
year, and why?

All the VisitArran busi-
nesses – their dedication, 

It is that time of the year again when we all take stock 
of the previous year, reminisce on the positives and 
look forward to a fresh start with exciting new plans 
with renewed optimism for the new year. 

The Banner spoke to local people and asked them how 
their year has been and what they are excited about for 
the new year. Here are a few of their opinions: 

drive and ambition for 
themselves and our island 
in general.
What is your big plan for 
2017? 

To build on past suc-
cesses, maintain and im-
prove the quality of what 
we offer to stay ahead of 
the game. To launch the 
ArranCard. So excited!

Barbara I’ Anson
of Eco Savvy 
What has been the
highlight of your year?

It has to be the Whiting 
Bay Memories Reunion. 
All those happy memo-
ries being shared and so 
many smiling faces. If it 
was an Eco Savvy high-
light, it would be the Big 
Green Footprint, this time 
all those happy smiling 
children and so many vol-
unteers.
What has been the
low point of your year?

The infl ammatory Brexit 
campaign.
What has been your word 
of the year?

Sustainability. It is the 

key to our future and our 
survival. Is it sustainable is 
a good question to ask be-
fore taking decisions.
Who has inspired you this 
year?

Nicola Sturgeon – she is a 
great leader.
What is your big plan for 
2017?

A Whiting Bay Memo-
ries Café is planned and Eco 
Savvy plans green waste 
composting on land we are 
purchasing. Also, if funding 
is successful, we will have 
an Eco Savvy micro hub in 
every village during 2017.

Bill Calderwood
chairman Arran
Community Council
What has been the
highlight of your year? 

The year has again high-
lighted the contribution 
that volunteers make to 
the quality of life for resi-
dents, organisation of sup-
port groups and village as-
sociations. Where would 
we be without these folks 
who cover everything from 
maintenance of facilities, 
footpaths and village ame-
nities to befriending, and 
other social inclusion ac-
tivities?
What has been the
low point of your year? 

An apparent abundance of 

bureaucracy and red tape, 
all of which we appear to 
have to cope with for even 
the simplest of activities.
What has been your word
of the year, and why?

Persistence. Nothing ever 
is as straight forward as it 
would fi rst appear.
Who has inspired you this 
year and why?
 Several folk come to mind 
who continually demon-
strate commitment to oth-
ers in their neighbour-
hoods and groups and who 
are probably of an age 
where they would be ex-
pected to be thinking about 
taking things a bit easier 
but don’t think that way or 
seek recognition or recom-
pense.
What is your big plan for 
2017? 

Make it into 2018!

The Banner wishes all of our readers a happy and prosperous New Year

T

Call 01770 302968 
HOGMANAY -  SERVING FOOD UNTIL 5PM 

Gourmet Dinner Dance - £65 per person PRE BOOKING IS REQUIRED 
Hogmanay Dance - £20 per person PRE BOOKING IS REQUIRED

1ST JANUARY - SERVING FOOD UNTIL 9PM
Douglas Dook at the slipway at the front of Arran Active at noon! 

AMIE AND ANDY, LIVE MUSIC FROM 5PM
PLEASE PRE-BOOK FOR BISTRO RESERVATIONS

2ND JANUARY - SERVING FOOD UNTIL 9PM
ISLAND CASINO EVENTS  FROM 3PM, 

PLEASE PRE-BOOK FOR BISTRO RESERVATIONS

3RD JANUARY - CLOSED FROM 12NOON
REOPENING ON THURSDAY 19TH JANUARY 2017

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE
WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST FOR THE NEW YEAR



4    NEWS www.arranbanner.co.uk      Arran Banner, Saturday 31 December, 2016

Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

Arran Bridge Club cele-
brated its 70th anniver sary 
recently at a dinner held 
to mark the occasion at 
Brodick Golf Club. Mem-
bers enjoyed a three-course 
meal while reminiscing 
about the early days of 
the club before enjoying a 
game of bridge afterwards. 

Arran Bridge Club was 
offi cially formed 70 years 
ago on January 17, 1947, 
when the men from Arran 
returned after the war. 

Prior to the war, bridge 
was regularly played on 
Arran with villages in 
matches against each oth-
er and children learning to 
play the game by watching 
parents and grandparents 
playing at home. Bridge 
was often played on Arran 
during the 1930s and 1940s 
but it mostly ceased during 
the war. With the men re-
turning to Arran and after a 
match played at Shiskine, 
when returning on a bus, 
a discussion started and 
a group of Brodick play-
ers decided to organise the 
Brodick Bridge Club.   

The fi rst meeting of this 

Free TV 
licence for 
over-75s
TV Licensing and Age 
Concern Scotland are re-
minding those reaching 
their 75th birthday in the 
next 12 months that they 
are entitled to claim a free 
TV licence. 

Budgeting can become 
more challenging as you 
get older and so TV Li-
censing has made it easier 
than ever to apply for the 
free over-75s licence.

Anyone aged 75 or over 
can claim a free TV licence 
for their main address and 
more than four million 
people across the UK al-
ready enjoy the benefi ts of 
the concession. More than 
550 people in Arran have 
an over-75s licence. 

Fergus Reid, spokes-
person for TV Licensing, 
said: ‘If you’re approach-
ing 75 or have already en-
joyed your 75th birthday, 
then it’s quick and easy to 
apply for your free TV li-
cence at www.tvlicensing.
co.uk/over75info.  

‘Alternatively you can 
call our customer service 
centre on 0300 790 6073 
and they will be able to 
help you through the appli-
cation.’

Celebrating 70 years of bridge on Arran
club was in Wooleys tea-
room, at that time above 
Wooleys the Bakers. 

The time of starting at 
7.30pm gave anyone who 
was on the mainland for 
business, the chance to ar-
rive back on the evening 
boat and go straight to the 
club to play.

Bridge was traditionally 
only played during the win-
ter from the end of Septem-
ber to Easter as most peo-
ple on Arran were involved 
in tourism businesses and 
were too busy during the 
summer, making it impos-
sible to have a regular at-
tendance. 

Arran Bridge Club now 
runs a summer meeting for 
visitors and locals in the  
Arran High School cafe-
teria during the months of 
May to September. 

The venue of Brodick 
Bridge Club has altered 
over the years, moving 
from Wooleys to the Doug-
las Hotel to the Brodick 
Bar, the Arran Hotel (now 
the Co-operative), back to 
the Douglas Hotel, then at 
the McLaren Hotel (once 
the Kingsley Hotel), then 
to the Ormidale Sports Pa-
vilion to its present meet-
ing place at Brodick Golf 
Club.

In 1948, the forward 

thinking founders of the 
club decided to join the 
Scottish Bridge Union 
and to run the fi rst large 
Bridge Congress on Ar-
ran at the Douglas Hotel in 
1952. Over the years sub-
sequent congresses have 
been run at the Auchran-
nie Hotel and the Kinloch 
Hotel, which still has one 
each November.

Accurate minutes were 
kept for all meetings and 
the names of team mem-
bers and scores for these 
matches played are availa-
ble in the books held in the 
archives at the Isle of Ar-
ran Museum, which shows 
that matches were played 
for money, one old penny 
per hundred points.

A special resolution was 
made in 1947 which al-
lowed lady members to 
join the club.

Duplicate boards were 
also purchased in 1947, 
thus enabling all pairs to 
play the same hands and 
get an accurate winning 
pair for North/South and 
East/West.

Over the years, various 
cups and prizes have been 
presented to the club with 
competitions that are still 
being played. Many lo-
cal families, including the 
Alexanders, Duncans and 

Boyds, have given these 
in memory of past Brodick 
players. Different formats 
for each competition have 
kept the interest of players. 

For the Alexander Cup, 
fi rst run in 1949, the format 
was a knock-out competi-
tion played at each club so 
the best players went for-
ward to the fi nal.

The Duncan Rose Bowl 
trophy is a cumulative 
competition over the winter 
season with a fi xed number 
of the players’ best scores 
being chosen to fi nd the 
winner.

The Boyd Trophy is a 
match pointing competi-
tion.

Various tournaments were 
played around the island’s 
other clubs at Shiskine, 
Lamlash and Lochranza. 
Each village chose the date 
and venue, and members of 
all four clubs joined togeth-
er with around 20 to 22 ta-
bles of four people play-
ing against each other. This 
was a special occasion so 
everyone dressed up for 
these matches with lovely 
suppers provided at the 
interval.

Interest in the game of 
bridge started to decline in 
the 1970s, so, to increase 
numbers, Donald McDon-
ald, who lived in Ach Na 
Shee in Glen Rosa, start-
ed an evening class at Ar-
ran High School in 1974 
with around 30 people at-
tending, including Lady 
Jean Fforde. This brought a 
surge of new members join-
ing all island clubs, many of 
whom are still playing to-
day. Alison Bilsland, Janie 
Maclure, Anne McKelvie 
and Elaine Duncan are four 
of them and are also the 
longest-serving members 
of the present club. 

In 2013, the remaining 

bridge clubs joined togeth-
er to form Arran Bridge 
Club. This meets on Mon-
days at Lamlash Golf Club 
and on Thursdays at Brod-
ick Golf Club. At the time 
that it was formed, they 
applied for a lottery grant 
to buy a bridge comput-
er which can deal the 
hands, arrange the games, 
score every game and pro-
duce sheets to give every-
one every hand played. It 
is also posted to the Ar-
ran Bridge website with all 
scores for each meeting. 
Prior to this, scores were 
kept on paper and added up 
by each player. 

To encourage people to 
try bridge, a class is run 
in Brodick Golf club on 
Tuesdays from 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm throughout the 
winter.

Members celebrated the 
occasion with a luxury 
dinner and a game of 
bridge.  01_B52bridge02

THE HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB WILL BE 
CLOSED FOR REFURBISHMENT
from Wednesday 4th January 

re-opening on 
Sunday 29th January

We look forward to your custom 
in the new year

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Stockists and Suppliers of 

Agricultural and General Hardware

Phil and Helen wish all customers 
and friends on Arran and further 

a field, a peaceful and successful 
2017. Thank you for your custom 

throughout 2016.

Tel: 870 225
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Tables at the ready, the event was marked with a celebratory match.
01_B52bridge04

Celebrating 70 years of bridge on Arran

Arran Bridge Club’s longest serving members, left to right, are : Janie MaClure, 
Elaine Duncan and Anne McKelvie. Not pictured is Alison Bilsland. 01_B52bridge01

Bridge players come from all over the island to play regular games. 01_B52bridge03
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JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

RAPTORS ON 
THE WING

JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

RAPTORS ON 

Wild 
Perthshire

WIN 
A LUXURY SCOTTISH 
ISLAND CRUISE 
FOR TWO 

RAPTORS ON RAPTORS ON 

Wild Wild Wild Wild 
PerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshire

www.scottishfield.co.uk

20202020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S FINANCES

A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

LEADING CHEF
ANDREW 
FAIRLIE ON WHY 

PERTH WAS THE 

PERFECT PLACE 

TO GROW UP

THE SEASICK FISHERMAN
STONEHAVEN 
FIREBALL FESTIVAL

A showcase of school musical 
talent 

The junior choir perform at the concert. 01_BAHS07

Photographs by
COLIN SMEETON

Parents, pupils and per-
formers enjoyed a Christ-
mas showcase of festive 
music produced by the 
talented pupils of Arran 
High School last Tuesday 
evening. 

Finlay Elliot performed two solo performances on 
the piano. 01_B53AHS01

The sta�  ensemble, including head teacher Barry Smith, sang Silent Night accompanied with some light 
dancing. 01_B53AHS03

S4 pupil Lucy Walsh 
performed Pastoral on 
the � ute. 01_B53AHS04

S6 pupil Emily Divine 
sang Baby its cold 
outside. 01_B53AHS05

The � ddle group had feet tapping with their rendition of the Atholl 
Highlanders jig and the perennial favourite The Snowman. 01_B53AHS06

The show saw perfor-
mances from the school’s 
wind band and fi ddle group 
as well as the senior and 
junior choirs, and also fea-
tured solo performances 
and a staff vocal ensemble. 

Year groups also joined 
in for performances and,

for the grand fi nale, the 
company sang the rous-
ing Something inside so 
strong.

The show started with a 
short video presentation in 
which the pupils expressed 
what music meant to them 
and what benefi ts it has 
provided them with before 
the audience were given an 
insight into the work that 
had gone into the produc-
tion behind the scenes.

There was a surprise in 
store when celebrities, 
including violinist Nicola 
Benedetti and Strictly 
Come Dancing judge Craig 

Revel-Horwood, appeared 
on the big screen wishing 
pupils at Arran High School 

the best of luck for their 
performances. 

Luck was not required, 
though, as the show then 
continued with accomplished 
performances from the pu-

pils and staff who, until the 
very last song, impressed 
with the wealth of talent and 
hard work that had gone into 
making the Christmas show-
case a musical extravaganza.  
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Fun and frolics at Corrie 
Primary
It was a busy time at Corrie 
Primary School in the run 
up to Christmas. 

On Friday December 16, 
the early years class came 
together with the school 
pupils to enjoy their Christ-

Lucy Blair P4, Hannah-Louise Fraser P6 and Isla 
Agnew P6 on the lift with Stephen Ewart. 

All of children from nursery to P7 around the 
Christmas tree. 

Hoity-Toity Angel – Daisy Campbell P4 – and the 
stars are Millie Dwyer , Nadia Filipkowska and Emily 
Mochan P1.

The Angel Gabriel (Isla Agnew P6) and Mary (Lucy 
Blair P4).

mas party when they played 
some fun party games and 
Santa came too. 

The school Christmas 
Show Hoity-Toity Angel 
was also a huge success 
when it was held at Corrie 

Hall on Tuesday Decem-
ber 13.

Finally, the last week of 
term was the school fun fi -
nance week. The children 
have created an in-class 
pop-up shop to learn and 
play in. They have played 
some money games and 

even had a visit from Penny, 
the Bank of Scotland’s bank 
van. ‘The best bits were 
seeing a £100 note and go-
ing on the bank van lift,’ 
said Lewis Swandells, P7. 
Thanks to bank manager 
Lee Harvey and Penny’s 
driver Stephen Ewart.

Please
put your bin

out for 7am on
the morning

of your
collection

Please
t your bin
fofof r 7am on

SEASON’S GREETINGS
from Waste Resources
Over the festive period collection days for your
blue and grey bins will change. 

The actual time of your bin collection may vary during the
festive period. If adverse weather affects your area we will
return to upli� your bin when possible.

The Household Waste Recycling Centre will be closed on
Sunday 25, Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 December
2016 and Sunday 1, Monday 2 and Tuesday 3 January
2017, but will open as normal every other day. If you
have a real Christmas tree you can recycle this at the
Household Waste Recycling Centre. You don’t need to
book in advance.

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day
Monday 26 December 2016                Wednesday 28 December 2016
Tuesday 27 December 2016                 Thursday 29 December 2016
Wednesday 28 December 2016       Friday 30 December 2016
Monday 2 January 2017 Wednesday 4 January 2017
Tuesday 3 January 2017 Thursday 5 January 2017
Wednesday 4 January 2017                    Friday 6 January 2017

Right Stuff
Cardboard
Paper and cards
Plastic bottles/trays
Aluminium cans
and many more items

Top tips
for recycling
in your blue

bin
Wrong Stuff
Plastic bags
Polystyrene
Electrical items
Black bin bags
Nappies
Textiles

For more information on recycling visit
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/recycling

t: 01770 600 338

North Ayrshire recycled 56% of household waste last year. We are
currently one of the top performing local authority areas in Scotland for
recycling. Thank you for your efforts and let's keep up the good work.
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Breakwater bill
Sir,
Having just seen details 
of a massive £300 mil-
lion extension to Aberdeen 
Harbour, I am wondering 
whether the modest break-
water Peel Ports was not 
going to build at Ardros-
san at a cost of £100 mil-
lion was going to be built 
with hand-crushed Bent-
leys, silver ingots or maybe 
Italian marble, not boring 
old concrete or rock? 

The cost did surprise me 
somewhat when I read that 
last week but I am not a 
civil engineer, or even par-
ticularly civil, but whoever 
is building the port in Nigg 
Bay looks like a better val-
ue contractor than whoever 
Peel Ports has consulted, or 
are we just being fed one of 
those very fashionable ‘post 
truth’ statements?

Whatever happens, and 
I am very dubious as to 
whether there will be much 
in the way of change, I 
think we should all be very 
thankful to Troon and ABP 
for sticking a fi rework un-
der Ardrossan and Peel 
Ports ‘seat’ after so many 
years of taking our dripping 
roast for granted. Maybe 
we should give it a try, next 
time Ardrossan is a bit un-
der the weather.

Yours, 
Nigel Walker,
Corriegills.

Charity thanks
Sir,
Through your pages, may I 
say well done to the small 
but very special group of 
Arran Skinnymalinks par-
ticipating in our Five-Week 
Festive Focus? The great 
news is that a few silver 
stars were awarded while 
we raised over £350 during 
this campaign. Huge thanks 
to Arran Active, Lamlash 
Church, the Isle of Ar-
ran Distillery and Shiskine 
Church for providing use 

‘This is how God showed His love among us: He sent 
His one and only Son into the world that we might 
live through Him. This is love: not that we loved God, 
but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning 
sacrifi ce for our sins.’ (1 John 4:9-10)

of its premises to weigh in. 
Well done, ladies, you are 
all stars in my eyes.

Meanwhile, the Lamlash 
Knit and Natter group had 
sparks fl ying off their need-
les producing a bumper 
bundle of wee knitted 
Christmas puds with choc-
olates, bath bombs or even 
some ‘super size’ with golf 
balls tucked inside.

Thanks to Brodick Li-
brary, Lamlash Guild, in-
dividual sales and a stall at 
a Mary’s Meals celebration 
event hosted in Edinburgh 
we completely sold out …
and I’m still receiving re-
quests. The group raised 
more than £700.  

In total, these two winter 
projects will allow Mary’s 
Meals to feed 92 children 
for a whole school year – 
wow, how wonderful! Huge 
heartfelt thanks to everyone 
involved.

Yours,
Alison Page,
Mary’s Meals volunteer.

Tax petition
Sir,
I have launched a petition 
asking the Scottish Gov-
ernment to amend council 
tax laws so that all council 
tax customers have the op-
tion to pay over 12 months 
as well as the current stan-
dard of 10.
 The law was changed in 
England and Wales, mak-
ing this compulsory. How-
ever, in Scotland it is up 
to the councils as to how 
they interpret the legisla-
tion. Currently 22 councils 
do offer this option, but for 
those that don’t, a common 
reason is that they don’t be-
lieve they legally can. 
 Allowing payment over 
12 months has benefi ts 
to both the customer and 
to the council. As the Ar-
ran Banner covers an area 
that doesn’t currently of-
fer the option to pay over 
12 months, I would like 
to invite your readers to 

sign it if they support it. 
More details of the peti-
tion and page to sign the 
petition can be found at
www.scottish.parliament.
uk/gettinginvolved/peti-
tions/counciltaxpayments.

Yours,
 Jessica Mason.

Fife.

Market success
Sir,
Whiting Bay hall commit-
tee would like to express 
its thanks to everyone who 
made the annual Christmas 
market such a success. As 
always, the market was well 
attended by locals and visi-
tors to the island. We would 
like to thank the stall-
holders, customers, helpers 
in the tea room, tombola 
raffl e stalls, all committee 
members and to the Arran 
Brass Band for the lovely 
Christmas tunes.

Yours, 
Kirsty Lewis,
Whiting Bay 
hall committee.

Bike recovery
Sir,
Thank you very much for 
printing the article regard-
ing our missing bike in last 
week’s Banner.

Our bike, thanks to the 
support from a lot of kind 
people on Arran, is now re-
covered and was found safe 
and well last Thursday, De-
cember 22, in Corrie.

We would like to thank 
everyone involved in the 
search because we are ex-
tremely thankful for the 
kind support that we 
received.

Without the help from all 
involved we would have 
never recovered the bike. 

Yours,
Paul and Leen Heivers,
Rosaburn Lodge.

Harbour boost
Sir
What an enticing headline 

in last week’s Banner. The 
‘£13m harbour boost’ will 
certainly benefi t Ardros-
san but it will do nothing to 
solve the problem with the 
Arran ferry. 

And as for the wise words 
of the leader of North Ayr-
shire Council, don’t forget 
this is the gentleman credit-
ed with assuring Arran folk 
that there was no evidence 
that diffi culties in berthing 
at Ardrossan were ever the 
reason for cancelled sail-
ings. It makes you won-
der why the concept of the 
‘port of refuge’ even exists 
but I’m sure I remember 
occasions when the ferry 
has successfully left Brod-
ick only to fi nd it had to sail 
to Gourock. Any comment, 
Mr Cullinane? 

The bid from ABP may, 
indeed, be ‘predatory’ but 
at least it has prompted de-
bate and proposals. I think, 
at least for reasons of fuel 
economy, the long-term 
answer has to be Ardros-
san, even without a new 
breakwater, but the an-
noying thing is the clearly 
disingenuous Mr Cullinane 
will doubtless claim credit 
if that comes to pass.

Yours,
David Brookens,
Whiting Bay.

Sea cadets 
challenge
Sir,
Have you made your New 
Year’s resolution yet? If the 
answer is no, why not con-
sider taking on a challenge 
in aid of youth charity Sea 
Cadets?

If you are interested in any 
of the challenges and would 
like to help raise vital funds 
for Sea Cadets, please email 
events@ms-sc.org.

Yours,
Martin Coles,
CEO, Sea Cadets.

A penny for your thoughts
For a holiday island it seems absurd. But make no 
mistake – in three months every public toilet on 
Arran will be shut for the last time.

North Ayrshire Council made that perfectly plain 
when it gave the facilities a one-year stay of execu-
tion in March when it shut all of its public toilets on 
the mainland.

It had been hoped that during the past few months 
community groups around the island may have been 
able to take over the facilities, so vital for visitors and 
locals alike. But, with time running out, and with the 
exception of Glen Sannox, this is looking increasing-
ly unlikely.

So what’s the problem? The answer is cash. The 
council blamed budget cuts for the toilet closures. 

Now a report put together for Arran Communi-
ty Council shows that anyone taking over the toilets 
would have to fi nd nearly £60,000. Where are com-
munity groups expected to fi nd that sort of money? 
And it is not just the initial costs – there are the on-
going maintenance, electricity, provisions and staff-
ing costs.

Charging to spend a penny has been considered but 
the cost would have to be prohibitively high to allow 
them to even break even.

So what is the solution? VisitArran wants to see all 
catering establishments open their bathroom doors to 
non-patrons. It is a situation which appears to work 
well in Lamlash. At the recent Santa’s Sparkle, there 
were even signs up directing people to the facilities 
available. But will all businesses welcome such a 
move with open arms?

Then there is a problem with the disposal of waste 
from motorhomes and caravans. Because, unless 
there are facilities available, owners will be tempted 
to dispose of it at will.

The community council is to have one last look at 
the problem and will discuss it again later in January. 
But there are no easy solutions and time is fast run-
ning out.
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A look back at 2016 in pictures
– part one: January to June
As 2016 draws to a close and the new 
year begins, it is time to take our cus-
tomary look at pages from The Banner 
over the past year. 

From new island businesses and de-
velopments to large conferences and 
honourable achievements, it was an 
eventful six months to June, with Arran 

residents achieving great feats, cele-
brating life’s small adventures and per-
forming caring deeds.

Thank you
The Banner is your newspaper and 

each and every single one of you 
make it special. Thank you for a great 
2016 and here’s to 2017.

JANUARY - The year started with a Boxing Day battering as storms brought 
heavy rains and high winds to Arran causing localised � ooding as seen in 
Brodick where the Co-op car park was submerged in water. 02_b01storm02

JANUARY - Bristow Helicopters took over the running of the search and rescue 
service from the Royal Navy. The replacement aircraft, a Sikorsky S-92, visited 
Arran HM Coastguard volunteers. 02_b02gannet01

JANUARY - Burns Night was celebrated across the island on the Bard’s birthday. 
Retiring chairman of Lamlash Burns Club Jock Kelso handed over the reins to 
Willie Robertson. 20_b05burns01

JANUARY - Islanders paid 
tribute to Iain Johnston MBE 
who died leaving Auchrannie 
Resort as his legacy on Arran. 
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FEBRUARY - The new VIP lounge at Isle of Arran Distillery neared 
completion and there was news the distillery, which celebrated 
its 21st birthday in 2016, would double production this year. 01_
B07distillery01

FEBRUARY - Eilidh Macpherson is congratulated by head teacher 
Barry Smith on her election as a member of the Scottish Youth 
Parliament in February. 20_b07elect01

MARCH - The Shiskine branch of the Scottish Women’s Institute 
were the big winners at the Arran One Act Drama Festival. They 
won four trophies, including the top prize, The winning actors and 
backstage team are pictured with their silverware. 01_B10drama16

FEBRUARY - At a meeting of the Community of Arran Seabed Trust, 
Jenny Stark, Andrew Binnie and Manuela de los Rios unveiled their 
plans for a new marine discovery centre on Arran. 01_b08coast06

MARCH - Arran Active opened its new store in Shore Road. Sta� are pictured at the o�cial opening. 01_B14active01

MARCH - Shiskine Primary School pupils proudly display their 
trophy for winning the P1 - P3 country dancing category at Arran 
Music Festival. 01_b10musfest11

APRIL - Eva Curley won the under-sevens Easter 
bonnet parade at Brodick Castle. 01_B14castle15
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MARCH - Arran Active opened its new store in Shore Road. Sta� are pictured at the o�cial opening. 01_B14active01

MARCH - The refurbished Co-op store in Lamlash opened. 
Prizewinner Mackenzie Campbell cut the ribbon to o�cially open 
the new larger store. 01_B14coop02

MARCH - Arran played host to the Cold Water Island Tourism 
Conference for the second year running. Delegates were 
entertained by Arran Pipe Band before a gala dinner. 01_B12cold03

APRIL - Eva Curley won the under-sevens Easter 
bonnet parade at Brodick Castle. 01_B14castle15

APRIL - Wooleys, which has been in existence since the 1850s, 
celebrated 31 years under the Keir family. To mark the milestone, 
the family carried out an extensive refurbishment of the shop. 
01_B14wooleys02

APRIL - John Sillars’ da�odils won best exhibit at the annual spring 
�ower show. 01_B15bulb04

APRIL - After months of work on the new Brodick ferry terminal by 
contractor George Leslie Limited, a milestone was reached when 
a temporary marshalling area was built to allow work on the new 
pier to continue. 01_B15terminal02

APRIL - Work on restoring Brodick beach started after Brodick 
Improvements Committee won a hard-fought battle to secure 
council permission to spread the sand on the beach. 01_B17sand03
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Free
Isle of Arran 

calendar
when you subscribe to The Arran Banner* 
Visit www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscribe

*Minimum one year subscription. 
Print subscriptions only. 
Calendars issued January.

from 
scottishcalendars.co.uk

JUNE - Gus Spankie performed on a table at an Arran Folk Festival event at the 
Douglas Hotel. 01_B24folk20

MAY - Big Davy Ballantyne’s challenge to haul a 100kg anvil to the peak of 
Goatfell raised a huge amount of money for diabetes research.  

MAY - Jenna, Martin, Howard and Leslie Wood celebrated Howard receiving 
an OBE for services to the marine environment at a ceremony at Buckingham 
Palace in May.

MAY - Co-op store manager Liz Mclean, team manager Carol Harwood and 
team leader Douglas Hamilton bid farewell to Ian Pyott as he retired after 15 
years with the company. 01_B20coop01
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Fancy dress party for dogs

Craig Wilson Limited sold 
421 cattle and 2,811 sheep 
consigned from the island 
farmers to their autumn calf 
sales held within Ayr Auc-
tion Mart.  

The quality of the stock on 
offer was once again out-
standing, the consignors of 
which must be congratulat-
ed on the selling of widely 
sought after cattle and 
sheep, renowned for their 
fi nishing ability.

Principle prices per head: Ab-
erdeen Angus Bullocks: £1280, 
£1190 Altgolach, £1180, £1090 
(x3), £1055, £1050, £1020 Cairn-
house, £900 Bellevue, £920, £900 
Creagraineach, £815 Braehead. 
Aberdeen Angus Stirks: £760 Tig-
heanfraeoch, £690 Knowe, £600 
Bridge. Aberdeen Angus Bullock 
Calves: £620 Glenkiln. Aberdeen 
Angus Heifers: £1100, £1065 Al-
tgolach, £980, £945 Cairnhouse. 
Aberdeen Angus Heifer Stirks: 
£950 Creagraineach, £895 Altgol-
ach, £740 Auchenhew.

Charolais Bullocks: £1075, 
£1035 Creahraineach, £1000 (x2), 
£990 (x2) Auchenhew, £770, £700 
Glenree. Charolais Bullock Stirks: 
£1110, £1020, £990, £880 Auchen-
hew, £820 Creagraineach. Charo-
lais Bullock Calves: £725 Spring-
fi eld, £675, £610 Ceither Goaithe. 
Charolais Heifer Calves: £650 
Glenree, £635 Springfi eld.

Shorthorn Bullocks: £1075 Bel-
levue, £1065, £1030 Altgolach. 
Shorthorn Bullock Calves: £555 
Ceither Goaithe.

Arran farmers renowned
for their fi nishing ability

Simmental Bullocks: £1060, 
£1010, £1000 Bellevue. Simmen-
tal Heifers: £860, £725 Birchburn. 
Luing Bullocks: £1165, £1100, 
£1050 Bellevue.Limousin Bull-
ocks: £890, £880 Bellevue. Lim-
ousin Heifers: £1030 Cairnhouse. 
Saler Bullock Calves: £660 Le-
namhor. Holstein Bullocks: £600 
Tigheanfraeoch.

Dairy Bred Young Calves: Aber-
deen Angus Bull: £470 (x2), £340 
(x3) Clauchlands. Limousin Bull: 
£590, £470 (x3), £460, £450 (x4), 
£380 (x2) Clauchlands. Limousin 
Heifers: £380, £370, £365 Clauch-
lands. Aberdeen Angus Heifers: 
£310 Clauchlands.

Simmental Cow with Calf at 
Foot: £1300 Hillhead. Cast Cows: 
Simmental: £920, £760 (x2) 
Bellview, £900, £800 (x2) Birch-
burn.

British Blue: £790 Heathcote. 
Saler: £780, £700 Ceither Goaithe. 
Holstein; £760, £700, £690, £680, 
£660, £640 Clauchlands, £700, 
£640 Knowe. Cast Bulls: Charo-
lais: £1190 Auchenhew. Simmen-
tal: £750 Glenree.

Prices Per Kilo: Aberdeen An-
gus Bullocks: 232.8p/k Braehead, 
222.4p/k, 211.6p/k Cairnhouse, 
221.6p/k Creagraineach, 210.6p/k, 
209.8p/k Altgolach. Aberdeen An-
gus Bullock Calves: 217.5p/k 
Glenkiln. Aberdeen Angus Heif-
ers: 216.1p/k Braehead, 213.5p/k 
Creagraineach.

Charolais Bullocks: 231.2p/k, 
213.4p/k Creagraineach, 227.5p/k, 
222.4p/k, 217.5p/k Auchen-
hew, 220.3p/k Altgolach. Charo-
lais Bullock Calves: 277.2p/k, 
275.5p/k, 273.1p/k Ceither 
Goaithe, 268.0p/k, 259.2p/k, 
250.0p/k Glenree, 244.4p/k 
Springfi eld. Charolais Heifers: 

228.0p/k Glenree, 218.6p/k Cre-
agraineach, 217.5p/k, 217.0p/k, 
215.0p/k Auchenhew. Charolais 
Heifer Calves: 226.8p/k Spring-
fi eld, 205.4p/k Ceither Goaithe. 
Saler Bullock Calves: 254.8p/k, 
239.0p/k 231.5p/k Lenamhor.

SHEEP
Texel: £70, £67, £63.80, £63, 

£62, £60 Bridge, £68.50, £67.2, 
£64.8, £64.5 Springfi eld, £66.60, 
£66.50, £64.00, £63.50, £63 
Auchenhew, £64.40, £63.50 Kil-
patrick, £64 Brodick Home Farm, 
£63.50 Altgolach, £62 Brandon.

Suffolk: £61.80 Auchenhew. 
Beltex: £65 Seaview. Cross: £62, 
£58, £54.20 Glenree, £55.20 
Springfi eld, £50 Balgowan. 
Blackface Wedder Lambs: £47.50, 
£44.20, £44 Altgolach, £43, £41, 
£39 Glenree, £40 Southbank. 
Blackface Ewe Lambs: £48 Alt-
golach.

Cross Ewe Lambs: £80, £74 Al-
tgolach, £60 Glenree. Cross Tup 
Lambs: £55, £54 Glenree. Black-
face Tup Lambs: £40 Glenree.

Cast Ewes: Texel: £126.50, 
£106.50, £100.50 Springfi eld, 
£79.50 Kilpatrick.

Cross: £76 Springfi eld, £65.50 
Kilpatrick & Auchenhew, £59 
Brandon. Cheviot: £49.50, £45 
Dougarie. Easycare: £53 Brae-
head. Blackface: £67, £61, £57, 
£54 Southbank, £61.50, £54.50, 
£53.50 Glensherraig, £59.50 
Springfi eld.

Cast Tups: Blackface: £56 
Springfi eld. Jacob: £38.50 Brod-
ick Home Farm. Hoggs: Black-
face: £59, £55.50 Springfi eld. 
Breeding Sheep: Cheviot Gim-
mers: £101, £95,£91 Bailmarg-
adih, £100, £91 Seaview. Texel 
Rams: £360, £320, £300 Spring-
fi eld, £180, £170 Bridge.

The dog obedience classes held by 
Margaret Kay in Whiting Bay vil-
lage hall closed for the session with 
a Christmas fancy dress party for the 
dogs.
 After the festive break the next ses-
sion will be starting on Wednesday 
January 11 at the same venue at 1pm.
For more information, contact Mar-
garet on 600858.

Some of the dogs who 
were in fancy dress.

Industry FM
KEEP WARM.........SAVE MONEY

FREE Cavity Wall and Loft Insulation to home owners and private 
landlord tenants. No benefi ts required. 

We have surveyors on the Island for the whole of January and 
February. The Government wants to cut down on your energy 
bills, make your home warmer and cut down on the carbon 
emissions. 

Remember this is FREE and the scheme expires on the 31st 
March. This is a ONE TIME OPPORTUNITY to receive a full 
energy report on your home and get the work done for FREE.

We also survey Air Source Heat Pumps and Solar for which there 
is partial grants available and interest free loans.

All work installed by Job Worth Doing and funded by British Gas. 

Our Surveyors will be on the Island initially on the 5th, 6th 
and 7th of January. To book an appointment please call Rod 
Macleod on 07858284020. 

www.industryfm.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 4 January, 1997

Fire engines from Corriecravie and Lamlash were called to a chimney � re 
at Drimla Lodge, Kildonan last Saturday afternoon where a � re was rapidly 
extinguished before causing any damage. B53twe02  

 No right to view
Nobody has a right to a view, according to 
planners in response to an objection to a 
new dwelling in Strathwhillan. 

Nevertheless, the planners will recom-
mend refusal of the application when it 
comes up at the North Ayrshire Coun-
cil development control sub-committee 
on Tuesday. The applicant, who wishes 
to sub-divide his plot and build another 
house on it, has had 10 objections and two 
letters of support for the proposal. And al-
though nobody has a right to a view, plan-
ners say that if there is a house in your line 
of vision, it should be ‘reasonably agree-
able’ to look at. Even as one objector, and 
the planners agree, if viewed from as far 
away as the ferry. 

Two other items that are expected to be 
passed at the meeting are for the formation 
of two commercial units behind Coop-
ers Shop and to extend the Brodick Bar 
to form staff accommodation and shower 
facilities.

 Holiday row
Arran’s two banks were open for a cou-
ple of hours on Thursday morning despite 
threats of a strike in protest at the loss of a 
traditional Scottish holiday. 

In the Bank of Scotland, manager Jim 
Hill said that he had asked staff to vol-
unteer to come in to avoid a confronta-
tion with any striking staff. He also said 
that January 2 was never a bank holi-

day in Scotland until 1971 because Eng-
lish banks were demanding New Year’s 
day off. Scottish banks already had it but 
not Boxing Day so they got January 2 to 
make it even. On Thursday, there were fi ve 
members of staff on duty in the bank.

 Enumeration Day
Enumeration Day is next Friday when a 
snapshot will be taken of Arran’s popula-
tion, including where they live, how long 
they have lived here for and much more 
besides.
 On Wednesday and Thursday every house-
hold will receive a form in the post which 
must be fi lled in with the details of the house 
occupants on Friday itself. On Saturday, 
more than 70 volunteer enumerators will 
be involved in collecting these forms and if 
people have any questions they will be able 
to assist with completing them.

 Chookie centenary
The annual and slightly idiosyncrat-
ic Chookie Show, which was fi rst staged 
in 1897, will celebrate its centenary this 
year. Due to falling numbers of people 
keeping chickens, there was no show in 
1995 but this year enthusiasts are deter-
mined to have one to mark the centenary 
with an event.
 The Brodick Poultry and Pigeon Club 
will host the show at the Brodick Hall 
later this month where there will be a 
children’s section for which entries have 
already been received.  

A rare sun� sh, usually found in the mid-Atlantic, washed up on Lamlash beach 
where it was inspected by Howard Walker, Stella Macrae and poodle Jenka.

Sheila Gilmore, Irene Currie and Lesley Kelso launch several ducks into the 
Black Water for the traditional Shiskine Duck Derby held on Boxing Day. B53twe04  

Now complete is the new layby built 
for seal watchers at Merkland Point. 
Sensitively done, the area will allow 
space for two or three cars and will stop 
dangerous parking on the road. B53twe03  
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery Fri - Sat 10am - 5pm Sun - Wed 12.30pm - 5pm
Lamlash tennis courts/putting green Open all day
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 31st December 
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s Christmas disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception 9.30am - 12 noon
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Hogmanay party Ormidale Hotel, Brodick 9pm
New Year quiz The Drift Inn, 3pm
Hogmanay at the PHT with the Lift Shaft Incident The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Hogmanay ceilidh  Corrie & Sannox village hall, 9pm - 1am
Hogmanay party with DJ Tom  The Drift Inn, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 1st January
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Monday  2nd January 
Over 50s badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Blackwaterfoot, 1.15pm

Tuesday 3rd January
Pop quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran run coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Open cricket session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Metafi t Arran High School, 6pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
King of Sports 2017 Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 8pm

Wednesday 4th January
Rock and pop bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm

Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Drift Inn quiz Lamlash, 9pm 
Mixed hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Bus Pass Club meal The PHT, 12 noon - 2.30pm

Thursday 5th January
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Ladies hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Front Green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran Bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
 Friday 6th January
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
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Public Notices Properties
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds

L iKe driving
Liz Kennedy A.D.I.

DRIVING TUITION
Gift Vouchers Available

Block Booking Discount

Telephone 01770 700552 or phone/text 
07904 806948

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

SELF STORAGE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

FREE TO UPLIFT
Sofa bed, good condition 
but needs new mattress. ex-
cellent dralon cover. Tel 
810 249

Classifi eds

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR DOMESTIC AND  
RECYCLING COLLECTIONS FOR ISLE OF ARRAN 

Over the festive period collection days for your blue and grey bins will change. 

Isle of Arran Festive and New Year Working Arrangements 

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day
Monday 26 December 2016 Wednesday 28 December 2016
Tuesday 27 December 2016 Thursday 29 December 2016

Wednesday 28 December 2016 Friday 30 December 2016
Monday 2 January 2017 Wednesday 4 January 2017
Tuesday 3 January 2017 Thursday 5 January 2017

Wednesday 4 January 2017 Friday 6 January 2017

Please put your bin out for 7am on the morning of your collection. 
The actual time of collection may vary during the festive period. If adverse weather 
affects your area we will return to uplift your bin when possible. 
The last special uplift collection for 2016 will be on Friday 23 December 2016.  
Special uplift collections for the New Year will start on 9 January 2017. 
Large items of flat packed cardboard can be placed next to your blue bin on the day 
of collection over the festive period. 
Real Christmas trees can be placed next to your grey bin for 7am, on your normal day, 
for week beginning 23 January 2017. Please have your tree in sections of 5ft  
or less. 
Household Waste Recycling Centre will be closed 25, 26 and 27 December 2016 and  
1, 2 and 3 January 2017, but will open as normal every other day. Normal service 
resumes week commencing 9 January 2017. 
The contact telephone number for North Ayrshire Council Waste Collection Services 
over the festive period is 01770 600338/01294 310000 or visit our website  
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 

Christmas & New Year Commercial Collections for Isle of Arran 
Over the festive period collection days for your commercial bins will change. 

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day
Monday 26 December 2016 Wednesday 28 December 2016
Tuesday 27 December 2016 Thursday 29 December 2016

Monday 2 January 2017 Wednesday 4 January 2017
Tuesday 3 January 2017 Thursday 5 January 2017

Rest of the week does not change

The actual time of collection may vary during the festive period. If adverse weather 
affects your area we will return to uplift your bin when possible.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE



Arran Banner, Saturday 31 December, 2016  www.arranbanner.co.uk ADVERTISING / SPORT  17

CHURCH NOTICES

Death
McGregor

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 1st January

NO SERVICE.
Sunday, 8th January

11.00 am. Holy Communion. 
Mr John Roberts. Coffee

after service. 
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson,
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 1st January

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, 10.15am Morning 

Worship in 
Lochranza Church

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 1st January
 Worship will be conducted 

by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after

 the service. 
All most welcome.  

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 1st January
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

New Years Eve 12 midnight
New Years Morning 11am

DEATH

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 1st January

service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 1st January

Service 11am
at Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and Coffee after

the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm

Home fellowship group for
bible study and prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in

 ORMIDALE PAVILION
(due to renovations at church)
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Shiskine Golf Club
Tuesday December 27. 
Nine teams of four played 
in the charity Texas scram-
ble raising £180 for the 
Arran Trust. 
 The weather was fi ne and 
everyone had fun out on 
the links. Longest drive 
@2nd, Liz Kerr. Nearest 
the pin @4th, Irene Ander-
son. Longest drive @9th, 
Alan Stewart. Nearest the 
pin @10th, Max Taylor. 
Nearest the pin @12th, 
David Tod.
 Scoring was very close 
but the winners on the 
day were the Taylor fam-
ily. Well done to John, 

Shiskine captain Robbie Crawford presented John, Ghislaine, Louis and Max 
Taylor with their prize for winning the Texas scramble. 01_B53golf01 

Ghislaine, Louis and Max. 
Captain Robbie Crawford 
was on hand to present the 
prizes.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday December 20, 
Lochranza Hotel, Cup CSS 

64. 1 J Pennycott 36pts 2 B 
Sherwood 32pts, 3 P Betley 
31pts. Magic two from H 
Bannatyne.

Fixtures: Tuesday January 
3, Winter Cup, noon. Satur-
day January 7, Lochranza 
Hotel Cup, noon.

Corrie Golf Club
Fixture: Saturday Decem-
ber 31, Winter Cup. Bal-
lots at 8.30am and noon. 
Sunday January 1, Ne’er-
day Shield and Win-
ter Cup, shotgun start at 
11am.

More than £1,000 raised for charity

Cup winners Armitage celebrate by spraying their opponents with champagne 
while they temporarily hold the cup. See back page 01_B53footy02

An Armitage player in pink leaps into the air to prevent a County Carpets goal. 
01_B53footy05

Happy Golden Wedding 
Anniversary Mum and Dad. 

With lots of love
Gerry,  Steph,  and Marie-Louise and 

all your family far and wide.
Xxx

MACLEOD — Sheila 
Margaret Baillie (nee 
Donald). Peacefully at 
home, on Monday 26th 
December 2016. Beloved 
wife of the late Hugh, 
much loved mum of 
David and Malcolm and 
stepdaughter Sandie. Proud 
gran to Niall, Abigail, 
Daniel, Ruby, Matthew, 
Rory and great-gran of 
Freya. Funeral service 
at Whiting Bay Church, 
Isle of Arran on Thursday 
5th January at 11.30am.
All welcome. Family 
fl owers only, donations to 
Arran Hospital Supporters 
League.
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The sports year review

JANUARY - A charity football match between County Carpets and Armitage Groundworks raised more than £640 for 
Ayrshire and Arran Heartstart. County Carpets won the game. 20_b01footy01

FEBRUARY - Niall and Stuart McMaster in action for Arran Rugby 
Football Club. The Arran side ran out convincing winners in this 
game against Paisley.  20_B08rugby05

JANUARY - Brave dookers splash in the icy waters of Brodick Bay on 
New Year’s Day in the �fth annual Douglas Dook. 

JANUARY - Scotland’s only professional basketball team visited 
Arran High School. Glasgow Rocks stars Jordan Clarke, Armin 
Mazic and Will Hall and Ayrshire Tornadoes coach Jordan Thomson 
held an activity session with pupils. 20_b03rocks01

FEBRUARY - Almost 40 curlers from Arran, Bute and Cumbrae took 
part in the �rst inter-island Curling Cup for 60 years. 

MARCH - Pupils from Brodick and Corrie primary 
schools reached the �nal of the jump2it basketball 
tournament. Two Arran participants received the 
event’s most-valued player awards. 

APRIL - The newly-formed Isle of Arran Junior Triathlon Club 
competed in their �rst event at the Allander Leisure Centre, 
Bearsden.

APRIL - Arran Ladies �nished o� their hockey season 
on a high note with a convincing 6 - 0 win over 
Glasgow High Kelvinside. 01_B15hockey04
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A look back at the sporting 
achievements of 2016

JANUARY - A charity football match between County Carpets and Armitage Groundworks raised more than £640 for 
Ayrshire and Arran Heartstart. County Carpets won the game. 20_b01footy01

JUNE - Matthew 
Mcneish and his 
dog Pip picked up a 
clutch of trophies at 
the 128th Dougarie 
Sheepdog Trials. 

MARCH - Pupils from Brodick and Corrie primary 
schools reached the �nal of the jump2it basketball 
tournament. Two Arran participants received the 
event’s most-valued player awards. 

APRIL - More than 45 children took part in the four-day Easter 
football training camp run by the Scottish Football Association. 
01_Bfooty08

APRIL - The traditional Arran Malt rugby seven-a-side tournament 
took place at Ormidale Park in pouring rain. 01_B14rugby02

APRIL - Arran Ladies �nished o� their hockey season 
on a high note with a convincing 6 - 0 win over 
Glasgow High Kelvinside. 01_B15hockey04

MAY - More than 300 people took part in the inaugural Arran 
Coastal Trail Run at Blackwaterfoot. 01_B19trail02

MAY - Arran’s newest youth football team, Arran United, received 
strips from sponsor Serge El Adm of the Lamlash Bay Hotel. 01_
B19united01

MAY - Champions of the 2016 Primary School Swimming Gala, 
James McCarthy and Julie Hamill, celebrate their achievement. 
01_B20swimgala07

MAY -  Brodick Primary School won the overall orienteering title at 
the Orienteering Championships at Brodick Castle. 01_B21orient07

Part One -  
January to June
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 31st December 2014 
and 31st December 2015 for combined print and digital editions was 3,053.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

Helicopter Tuesday sees 
Armitage in charity win

Players share the � eld with the medivac helicopter 
which left at half-time. 01_B53footy06

Armitage Groundworks 8 
County Carpets 4

A large crowd of supporters 
lined the fi eld at Sandbraes 
in Whiting Bay for the sec-
ond annual charity match 
which was won by Armit-
age on Tuesday after tak-
ing the cup from inaugural 
champions County Carpets. 

Johnny Sloss and Danny Head compete for the ball. 
01_B53footy03

Armitage and County Carpets players pose for a pre charity match photograph. 01_B53footy01

The fi ercely contested, but 
good natured, game was in-
terrupted by the landing 
of the medivac helicopter, 
which is using Sandbraes as 
a temporary base, halfway 
through the game. 

But the players simply 
moved the goalposts and 
carried on. 

The helicopter later left 
with a patient.

The event follows from 
last year’s charity match 
which saw more than 
£1,000 raised for the Ayr-
shire and Arran Heartstart 
initiative. This year’s ben-
efi ciary is a Scottish men-
tal health charity who will 

benefi t from all of the funds 
raised once the total has 
been tallied.

Players and friends attend-
ed a dinner, prize-giving 
and raffl e after the game 
which was provided by Fe-
licity’s at Eden Lodge in 
Whiting Bay.  
See also page 17.

Chris ‘Babbies’ MacNeil challenges Danny Head for 
possession of the ball. 01_B53footy04


