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Hector is top young naturalist

Hector McNicol, left, with his cup, the runners-up and members of the Young Naturalist Club at their Christmas 
party. 

Members of The Young Naturalist 
Club recently held their Christmas 
party in the ranger centre at  Brod-
ick Country Park.

This year Hector MacArthur was 
awarded the Young Naturalist of the 
Year cup. He has shown great en-

thusiasm for and knowledge of the 
natural world. Sophie Smyth and 
Finn Popplewell were runners-up.

The club meets on the second Sat-
urday of every month and any six to 
11-year-old can go along.

The club runs outside activities 

to encourage youngsters to experi-
ence the natural world and fi nd out 
more about different topics. The 
next meeting is on Saturday Janu-
ary 12 when they will be having a 
winter warmer event in the Bronze 
Age roundhouse.

Arran visitor numbers 
break 400,000 barrier

The number of tourists vis-
iting Arran last year broke 
the 400,000 barrier for the 
fi rst time - generating £61 
million for the island’s 
economy.

The news comes af-
ter it was revealed there 
was another big increase 
in the number of passen-
gers carried by Caledonian 
MacBrayne on the two Ar-
ran routes last year.

A total of 455,717 return 
journeys were made to Ar-
ran last year - that’s 54,000 
more than 10 years ago, 
with numbers rising even 
faster since the introduction 
of Road Equivalent Tariff 
fares. However, these fi g-
ures are for all crossings in-
cluding those by residents 
and businesses which, it is 
estimated, make up more 
than 50,000 crossings, tak-

ing visitor numbers to more 
than 400,000.

But it is not an exact sci-
ence with the statistics 
from the Scottish Tourism 
Economic Activity Mon-
itor, a respected tool used 
by most local authorities to 
gauge their tourism statis-
tics, saying 434,000 visited 
the island in 2017, but that 
number seems a bit high.

Whatever the exact fi gure, 
tourism on Arran is certain-
ly ending the year on a pos-
itive note and can look for-
ward to a bright 2019.

Executive director of Visit
Arran Sheila Gilmore said: 
‘Tourism on Arran contin-
ues to grow and this is a re-
fl ection of the hard work 
put in by Arran’s business-
es. Not all of these are di-
rect tourism providers, but 
all contribute greatly to our 
visitor offering. Looking 

‘Tourism on Arran continues to grow  
and this is a reflection of the hard 
work put in by Arran’s businesses’

Continued on page 2

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 

www.auchrannie.co.uk

open daily for breakfast, lunch
& dinner, as well as snacks &
drinks throughout the day.

Happy New Year 
to all our readers when it comes
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ahead to the spring, we 
have exciting develop-
ments such as the new 
Lagg Distillery and the re-
opening of Brodick Castle, 
both of which will great-
ly enhance the island for 
everyone.’

Meanwhile, a breakdown 
of the CalMac passen-
ger fi gures show 844,198 
passengers made the Ar-
drossan to Brodick cross-
ing in 2017 - an increase 
of 15,936 on the previous 
year, representing a 1.9 per 
cent rise. The total num-
ber of cars carried over the 
12 months was up 2,634 

Arran visitor numbers
break 400,000 barrier

to 205,477, a 1.3 per cent 
rise.

Surprisingly, the number 
of coaches using the ser-
vice fell to 594 down 25, 
representing a 4.04 per 
cent drop. The total num-
ber of commericial ve-
hicles also fell to 9,838, 
down 269 or by 2.65 per 
cent.

The Claonaig to Lochran-
za route also saw a slight 
rise in passengers from 
66,460 to 67,236 up 776 
or 1.17 per cent. The num-
ber of cars rose by 321 to 
24,187, an increase of 1.35 
per cent.

The number of coaches 

carried increased by 12 to 
789, an 18.18 per cent rise,  
while commercial traffi c 
fell by 70 journeys to 289, 
down 19.5 per cent.

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, the performance 
on the Arran routes helped 
CalMac break through the 
5.5 million passenger bar-
rier for 2017/2018. Howev-
er, while revenues climbed 
£15 million to £210 million 
the profi ts of £4 million for 
the year were down from 
£5.3 million last year. 

The drop in profi t was 
blamed on increased costs 
in planned and unplanned 
vessel maintenance.

The new mini golf course in Brodick has proved a big attraction for visitors since it was 
redeveloped earlier this year. 01_B28minigolf01

Camera crackdown on 
environmental crimes
In their continued crack-
down on environmental 
crimes such as fl y-tipping 
and littering, North Ayr-
shire Council is enlisting 
the help of mobile smart 
cameras that will be used 
to enforce litter laws.

While previously offenc-
es could only be dealt with 
when committed in the 
presence of an enforcement 
offi cer, the mobile smart 
cameras can survey large 
areas without the need to 
be present when environ-
mental crime is committed.

The smart cameras will 
be situated in problem ar-
eas and will help enforce-
ment offi cers track down 
and potentially fi ne those 
caught dumping their rub-
bish. These new camer-

The council is 
taking tough 
action on litter. 
01_B52litter01

as are unlike traditional 
CCTV cameras as they are 
smaller and more discreet. 
They are also more fl exible 
and easy to move from one 
location to another which 
will give the environmen-
tal enforcement team scope 
to move them regularly to 
encompass a wider range 
of problem areas.

Smart cameras use wire-
less technology and high 
quality footage is secure-
ly transmitted via a cloud-
based platform.  Footage is 
immediately transmitted to 
a secure cloud service to be 
viewed on a web portal us-
ing a smartphone, tablet or 
PC.

As well as fl y-tipping, it 
will allow the team to po-
tentially fi ne people caught 

littering or failing to pick 
up after their dog.

The enforcement team, 
which was set up in 2016, 
already use body cameras 
and use dash-camera foot-
age which is submitted by 

local residents if they cap-
ture people throwing rub-
bish from their cars.

Since the team’s crea-
tion, environmental crimes 
have reduced considerably.  
There were 2,950 incidents 

of fl y-tipping in 2016, 
dropping to 2,796 in 2017 
and plummeting to 1,548 
in 2018 until November 8 
2018.

Councillor Jim Mont-
gomery said: ‘The team 
has had an amazing impact 
since it was established 
nearly three years ago. 

‘The fact fl y-tipping has 
fallen by around 50 per 
cent is testament to the 

great work it does. Mem-
bers of the team already 
have body cameras and are 
helped out by dash cams. 

‘This is just another tool 
for the team to eradicate 
fl y-tipping and make our 
communities cleaner. 

‘They are much more ef-
fective than CCTV camer-
as.

‘We are sure the camer-
as will act as a deterrent to 
people and if they don’t, 
then we can catch people 
that are showing a com-
plete disregard to fellow 
residents and communi-
ties.’

Enforcement offi cers can 
impose an £80 fi ne for dog 
fouling or littering and a 
£200 fi ne for fl y tipping in 
the form of a fi xed penalty.
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A nostalgic return visit 
58 years in the making
Jane Ann Liston of St An-
drews fi rst visited Arran 
with her parents 60 years 
ago, aged two. Since then 
she has made many a re-
turn journey, usually stay-
ing at Blackwaterfoot.

Recalling that her par-
ents said that their fi rst hol-
iday was in Lamlash, she 
always wished to know 
where it was – but the 
question remained unan-

A recently discovered receipt revealed the location of Ms 
Liston’s � rst holiday on Arran. 

swered for more than half 
a century.

That is, until recently 
when the mystery was 
solved with the re-emer-
gence of a receipt dat-
ing back to June and July 
1958. Now that the receipt 
for that fi rst visit has come 
to light, showing that the 
family stayed at Craig Dhu 
– tucked along the Shore 
Road – the question has 

been put to rest and reveals 
some interesting informa-
tion. Then a guest house, 
Craig Dhu was owned by 
J & E Walker and the cost 
of 14 days’ accommoda-
tion for two adults and one 
child was £35 7/-.

To mark the occasion, 
Ms Liston returned to the 
house 58 years after her 
fi rst visit. She said: ‘It was 
quite something, imagining 
my parents there and how 
they might have spent the 
fortnight. I’m glad, though, 
that the building in which I 
fi rst stayed all these years 
ago is still there, what with 
other features of the island 
from that time having dis-
appeared.’

Craig Dhu House is now 
privately owned by Rosita 
and Nigel Mills, who were 
delighted to hear of some-
one who knew some of the 
history of Craig Dhu.

Rosita told the Banner: 
‘We are thrilled to learn 
that you are doing an arti-
cle on the history of Craig 
Dhu. We have known the 
house from the outside 
for a long time ourselves, 
since 1976, as my parents 
lived in Lamlash.

‘We have been trying to 
piece together a little of 
the history ourselves, and 
the museum has been most 
helpful with documents.’

Jane Ann Liston returns 
to Craig Dhu 58 years 
after her � rst visit with 
her parents.
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Radical home ownership scheme
A ground-breaking pilot project has 
been launched by North Ayrshire 
Council to help people get on the 
housing ladder.

The Home Ownership Made Easy 
(HOME) initiative will also aim to 
support home owners who want to 
downsize from their current property 
into more suitable accommodation.

Rolled out
The fi rst phase will see 33 new 

homes will be built on the site of the 
former St Mary’s Primary School, 
Largs, and, if successful, it could be 
rolled out to all parts of North Ayr-
shire including Arran.

The council and residents would 
share ownership of the house with 
two different models of ownership 
available.

The £5,000 HOME, which is de-
signed for fi rst-time buyers, sees a 
£5,000 investment paid up-front to 
access shared ownership of a new 
home. This would be aimed at those 
who have some savings but are cur-
rently unable to raise the full depos-
it required for a home in the private 
market. The low monthly occupancy 
fee gives occupants the opportunity 
to save towards securing a fully pri-
vate home in the future and covers 
all key aspects of maintenance of the 
property.

The £40,000 HOME scheme is 
aimed primarily at those aged over-
60, where a £40,000 investment is 
paid up-front. This would be for 
those who currently own a home, 
and are looking to downsize and/

or secure a home with level access 
which better meets their needs. The 
monthly occupancy fee is affordable 
and gives occupants greater peace of 
mind, by providing low, fi xed month-
ly outgoings in terms of household 
costs while retaining property equity.

Exciting
Councillor Jim Montgomerie said: 

‘The HOME scheme will take us in a 
new and exciting direction by giving 
a helping hand to those who are fi nd-
ing it diffi cult to get on the proper-
ty ladder or those who are living in a 
property which is just unsuitable for 
their current needs.

‘Although this programme will be 
piloted in Largs, it could be rolled out 
to other locations in North Ayrshire if 
it’s successful.’

VisitArran offers 
help to tourism 
youngsters
Auchenharvie Academy 
students were the benefi -
ciaries of years of experi-
ence and insight into Ar-
ran’s tourism industry 
when VisitArran visited 

Sheila explains the concept 
of destination manage-
ment to Travel and Tourism 
course students. 

the organisation as part of 
their National 4/5 Travel 
and Tourism course.

Sending out a plea for 
people within the industry 
to Developing the Young 
Workforce Ayrshire, an or-
ganisation supported by 
the Scottish Government, 
Sheila Gilmore, execu-
tive director of VisitArran 
volunteered her afternoon 
to assist pupils with their 
mandatory Travel and 
Tourism in Scotland unit of 
the course.

Sheila started the lesson 
with a group quiz, testing 
what the class knew al-
ready about Arran before 
giving a detailed presenta-
tion about her particular 
role, tourism on the island 

and the concept of destina-
tion management. Sheila 
brought an array of re-
sources for the class to 
keep and refer to in coming 
months when they have to 
plan a holiday in Scotland 
for two foreign visitors.

Sheila said: ‘I would rec-
ommend any business to 
think about coming in and 
talking to our young people 
because if we don’t engage 
with young people now, we 
can’t complain when they 
don’t get involved later.’

Class teacher Stuart Sher-
iffs added: ‘It was really 
benefi cial having Sheila in 
today as it really contextu-
alised the learning we are 
currently doing in class. 
By having someone in 

from the industry, it makes 
the unit real and students 
can engage more positive-
ly and have a better inter-
action with it.’

VisitArran, which pro-
motes tourism on the is-
land, is a destination man-
agement organisation that, 
with local knowledge, ex-
pertise and resources, helps 
to implement events, activ-
ities, local educational op-
portunities and programme 
logistics. 

In partnership with the 
Arran Trust it works with 
businesses and communi-
ty groups to improve sus-
tainable practices, promote 
tourism, conservation and 
to safeguard the future of 
Arran.

Sheila Gilmore presents pupils at Auchenharvie Academy with an insight into tourism gleaned from experience gained 
from the tourism industry on Arran and from VisitArran.

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.eighteen69.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

perfect for
sharing!

Why not try our wide ranging Scottish tapas
menu, with lots to choose from and 

plenty to share!

Treat yourself to a speciality cocktail or 
a wee dram from our vast whisky menu.

Open Thursday to Monday for dinner from
5.30pm with the bar open daily until 11pm.

open Thursday to
Monday, bar open daily

exciting
tapas menu
& speciality

cocktails



ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 29 December, 2018 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 5News

Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Another planning applica-
tion to install a mast near 
Arranton Place in Lamlash 
has been lodged – despite 
an earlier refusal for a site 
just metres away.

Arqiva Ltd, the com-
pany behind the erection 
of 12-metre high masts, 
which will be used for 
smart metering, were in-
itially told that full plan-
ning permission would be 
required for the site.

The initial application 
sought permission for the 
mast and associated cab-
inet to be installed on a 
grass verge at the entrance 
to Arranton Place at McK-
elvie Road, but the new ap-
plication is for on the grass 
verge on the other side of 
the road.

A total of 11 objections 
were made to the fi rst ap-
plication, with the major-
ity of comments centered 
on the mast being intru-
sive in its height and hav-
ing a negative impact on 
the visual appearance of 
the site, which is used ex-
tensively by children since 
it is located next to Arran 
High School.

One objector said: ‘The 
mast is unacceptable due to 
its height and the location 

proposed. Even without the 
antenna, the mast and top 
assembly would be twice 
the height of the two-storey 
houses in Arranton Place 
and three times the height 
of the single-storey build-
ings in McKelvie Road 
and on the other side of 
the A841, towering over 
everything within sight. 
The total height of the in-
stallation would be 13.9 
metres (not 12 metres or 
13.15 metres) – almost 
three times the height of 
the nearby lamp-posts.

‘The proposed location 
is at the entrance to a res-
idential area. It is also im-
mediately beside the high 
school and Argyll College, 
and very close to the main 

road. A mast of this height 
(12.4m plus the 1.5m an-
tenna) in that place would 
not only be out of keep-
ing with its surround-
ings, it would be a prom-
inent eyesore that would 
be unavoidably offen-
sive to everyone passing 
through the village – resi-
dents and visitors alike. It 
would therefore also dam-
age the image of Lamlash 
and, more generally, of Ar-
ran for tourists.

‘In view of the wide-
spread concerns over the 
safety, intrusiveness and il-
lusory benefi ts of “smart” 
meters to consumers, it is 
unlikely that many resi-
dents of Lamlash will have 
them installed, and even 

Smart mast firm seeks 
site yards from refusal

fewer will have them con-
nected to the network. The 
signifi cant erosion of our 
environment that would 
result from the erection of 
this mast in this location 
would be too high a price 
to pay for such marginal 
benefi t.’

A further objector ques-
tioned the application more 
broadly saying: ‘Questions 

on the long-term implica-
tions for health are being 
voiced. While I know this 
is not under NAC planning 
remit, I do wonder what 
the island policy is towards 
smart meters, or are they 
to be foisted upon Arran 
without any proper con-
sultation with the commu-
nity?’

The new application is 
under consideration by 
North Ayrshire Council 
planning offi cials.

The mast is similar to the 
one which has just been 
erected near Brambleside 
on Lamlash hill after it was 
given planning permission 
despite Arran Community 
Council describing the lo-
cation as ‘unsuitable’.

Above, the grass verge on the left shows the site of the 
initial application while on the right is the site for the new 
application. 01_B52mast02; right, the smart antenna installed 
on Lamlash hill near Brambleside. 01_B52mast01
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Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Pupils sow the seeds of future forest
Pupils from Brodick Pri-
mary School have been 
playing their part in the re-
generation of Glen Rosa 
which will benefi t their 
own families in years to 
come.

Following an informa-
tive talk on the Glen Rosa 
Habitat Restoration Pro-
ject and its aims, the pupils 
joined the Arran Rangers 
and helped to plant 76 oak 
trees in Glen Rosa.

The project is a large-
scale regeneration and 
conservation programme 
which will protect the 
overgrazed landscape of 
Glen Rosa and replant na-
tive trees which have been 
obliterated over the years. 
To protect the area, a huge 

fence will be built to pro-
tect the new trees, as fi rst 
revealed by the Banner in 
June.

Excited to play their part 
after learning about the im-
portance of the project and 
the vital role it will play in 
the future, the P6 and P7 
children were determined 
to get involved despite the 
wintry weather and De-
cember cold.

Carrying all the trees, 
supporting canes, protec-
tive tubes and spades to 
the hillside location, each 
pupil planted fi ve trees, 
under taking all of the pre-
cautions to ensure that they 
are protected from grazing 
deer.

Proud of their contribu-

tion to the project, the pu-
pils now have their own 
mini woodland which they 
hope to revisit and watch 
as it matures into a forest 
over the years.

This project is support-
ed by the players of the 
People’s Postcode Lot-
tery, Brodick Castle Gar-
dens and Country Park and 
many local volunteers who 
have contributed by plant-
ing acorns and native seeds 
which are being plant-
ed out as soon as they are 
large enough.

Local volunteers and 
those from the mainland, 
including the Lothian Con-
servation Volunteers, have 
so far planted almost 1,000  
endemic Arran whitebeam, 

oak, aspen, alder and birch 
in an area of 40 hectares 
which is just 10 per cent of 
the total site size.

Other plans for the pro-
ject will include areas of 
scrub being planted with 
juniper and the like, and 
there will be extensive res-
toration of the peat hags 
and bogs while much of 
landscape will be left just 
as it is. If you wish to get 
involved with the project, 
you can contact the Arran 
Ranger Service by email 
at goatfell@nts.org.uk or 
telephone 01770 302462 or 
through the National Trust 
for Scotland’s website at 
www.nts.org.uk

Photos courtesy
 Arran Ranger Service

Ranger Corinna Goeckeritz gives the children a helping 
hand and guidance on supporting the trees.

Digging into the soil, two children prepare to plant their 
next tree. 

Brodick Primary School volunteers who helped plant 76 acorn trees in Glen Rosa. 
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Pupils sow the seeds of future forest

Seasonal ranger Jackie 
Kemp tells the children 
about the plants they are 
planting. 

From tiny acorns mighty 
oaks will grow. 

Pupils climb a 
rocky outcrop to 
investigate one 
of the few trees 
remaining in 
Glen Rosa. 

Making good progress, the pupils rapidly start populating a small area with trees.

Ayr now in running 
to be sole cancer unit
Cancer patients on Arran 
may in future have to trav-
el further for treatment after 
heath bosses at NHS Ayr-
shire and Arran admitted 
they are considering a huge 
shake-up of cancer services.

The health board has de-
cided that there will only 
be one main cancer unit in 
Ayrshire, although there are 
no immediate plans for any 
changes in the next 12 to 18 
months.

Previously, it was pro-
posed Crosshouse Hos-
pital, near Kilmarnock, 
would be home to the can-
cer unit, used most by 
Arran patients, but bosses 
have confi rmed they are 
now considering Ayr as 
well, which means that 
chemotherapy treatment 
will be axed at one of the 
hospitals.

A recent health board 
meeting heard a new mod-
el for cancer treatment was 
being proposed across the 

The entrance to Crosshouse Hospital. 

whole of the west of Scot-
land and that, as well as 
the main cancer service be-
ing located at one hospital, 
other new outreach treat-
ment hubs could be availa-
ble elsewhere but those out-
reach services would only 
cater for low-risk cancer 
cases.

Professor Hazel Borland, 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran’s 
nurse director, said the out-
reach service could be lo-
cated at Ayrshire Central 
Hospital in Irvine.

Chief executive John 

Burns said the ambition 
was to deliver the ‘best 
care we can to our popula-
tion’. He added: ‘We need 
to think of it as a pathway – 
not just a building.’

The proposed west of 
Scotland service model 
was endorsed by the board 
and it is understood that the 
chosen hospital will under-
go an upgrade to host the 
cancer unit.

A decision on where the 
main cancer unit will be lo-
cated is to come before the 
board again at a later date.
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We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
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Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
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Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names and 
addresses MUST be supplied to indicate 
good faith, although these details can be 
withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, should also be 
included. Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, 
KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. 
Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that 
mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the editori-
al content of newspapers. We will 
abide by the decision of IPSO.

Press policy

Thought for the week
‘And you, my child, will be called 
a prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go on before the Lord to pre-
pare the way for him, to give his 
people the knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness of their 
sins, because of the tender mer-
cy of our God, by which the rising 
sun will come to us from heaven to 
shine on those living in darkness 
and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the path of peace.’ 
Luke 1:76-78

Bin anger
Sir,
While I normally admire 
the good work of the vol-
unteers who walk along the 
beach cleaning it of plas-
tics and other rubbish, I 
must take umbrage at the 
person who on December 
19 was cleaning along to-
wards Clauchlands and de-
cided to deposit the con-
tents into my blue bin that 
was at the bottom of my 
driveway for collection.

Thanks to them the bin 
was red-carded by the col-
lection team who refused 
to empty it as it contained 
rubbish that should not 

have been placed in it. As a 
result we now have to wait 
another two weeks to have 
the blue bin emptied.

Yours,
Danny Ferguson,
Lamlash.

Charity support
Sir,
On behalf of all of us at 
Chest Heart & Stroke Scot-
land, I want to say a huge 
thank you to everyone who 
has supported us this year.

In 2018, thousands of 
people in Scotland had 
their lives turned upside 
down by a chest, heart or 
stroke condition. Living 
with such a condition can 

cause fear and isolation as 
people struggle with the 
impact on their lives.

One in fi ve people in 
Scotland are affected by 
chest, heart and stroke con-
ditions and that number is 
growing. People need our 
advice line, stroke nurses, 
rehabilitation support and 
peer support groups more 
than ever before. Your sup-
port has helped people take 
back their lives, regain 
their confi dence, and live 
life to the full.

I also want to say a spe-
cial thanks to everyone 
who has volunteered their 
time to support us – wheth-
er it is through fundrais-

ing, working in our shops 
or helping care for peo-
ple through our support 
groups. None of the work 
that we do would be pos-
sible without the invalua-
ble contribution of our vol-
unteers.

There is so much more 
still to do and I hope we 
will have your continued 
support in 2019. Togeth-
er we can, and will, make 
sure there is no life half-
lived in Scotland.

Thank you.
Yours,
Jane-Claire Judson,
Chief executive,
Chest Heart &
Stroke Scotland.

Tourism in safe hands with the A-Team
As 2018 draws to a close, 
Jane Mack at the Arran 
Team discusses the suc-
cesses of the past year and 
how growing interest in Ar-
ran has benefi ted tourism 
businesses and boosted op-
portunities for residents.

‘The arrival of winter is 
often a time for refl ection, 
and this year we can look 
back on a sensational sum-
mer that has provided un-
precedented opportunities 
for tourism businesses to 
fl ourish. This is particu-
larly true for home-grown 
businesses on our beautiful 
island. The appeal of sun-
ny weather coupled with 
unrivalled scenery, plus 
our unique independent re-
tail scene and experi ences, 
has prompted visitors to 
choose Arran as this year’s 
holiday destination.

‘Events such as the Arran 
Mountain Festival in May, 
which the Arran Team is 
proud to support, along 
with the Brodick Highland 
Games in August, have 
been big draws to the is-
land again this year, and 

Jane Mack of the Arran Team. 

over the past three years 
the season has notably ex-
tended with more visitors 
enjoying long weekends 
throughout the autumn 
months and in to Decem-
ber.

‘While for many resi-
dents the winter provides 
a welcome break to enjoy 
with family, it is encour-
aging to see the new and 
sustained income oppor-
tunities that these visitors 
provide, as a predominant-
ly couples-based market 
brings with it demand for 
facilities such as quality 

dining options, as well as 
events such as the Shop 
Arran weekend in Novem-
ber promoting the best lo-
cal offerings and prompt-
ing return bookings.

‘Alongside our partners 
VisitArran, our network of 
property owners, and in the 
region of 40 local house-
keepers and tradesmen, 
it has been our absolute 
pleasure to play a role in 
helping to ensure those vis-
itors have the best experi-
ence possible while staying 
with us, and to contribute to 
the wider benefi ts it brings 

to the community that we 
are proud to be a part of. 
Bookings for holiday prop-
erties on Arran contributed 
an estimated £1.63 million 
in to Scotland’s tourism 
economy this year, thanks 
to the 7,000 holidaymakers 
who choose to visit us and 
spend in our local shops, 
bars and restaurants.

‘It’s encouraging to see 
bookings for 2019 breaks 
have already got off to a 
fl ying start and we look 
forward to working togeth-
er with our partners, prop-
erty owners and wider net-
work across the island to 
deliver even more memo-
rable holidays and reward-
ing experiences during the 
year ahead.’

The Arran Team is locat-
ed at The Douglas Cen-
tre in Brodick. Jane and 
the team look forward to 
meeting anyone consider-
ing a holiday let for 2019, 
as well as anyone consid-
ering local partnership op-
portunities. The team can 
also be reached on 01770 
303 113.

Happy visitors
The news this week that 
Arran played host to more 
than 400,000 visitors last 
year is quite a remarkable 
achievement.

Don’t forget this is a 
small island with a residen-
tial population of around 
4,500 – so to cater for the 
needs of all these visitors 
takes a lot of hard work and 
commitment from a lot of 
people.

From the shopkeepers 
and cafe owners, camp-
site owners and top hotels, 
to visitor attractions, large 
and small – everyone plays 
their part in keeping the 
visitors happy and wanting 
to come back for more.

Then, of course, there is 
VisitArran who do such a 
splendid job making the 
whole operation work like 
a well-oiled machine.

More than 400,000 peo-
ple didn’t come to Arran 
by accident – many could 
have gone elsewhere but 
for the promotion of all 
that this tiny isle has to 
offer.

And, of course, for many 
in the industry the festive 
time is just as busy, so we 
hope that they may get a 
little respite in January 
when many wind down a 
little and take stock for the 
year ahead.

And  may everyone have 
a happy and prosperous 
2019.
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Hebridean Isles 
on its way
Arran will be served by the MV Hebridean Isles 
when the MV Caledonian Isles goes in for its annual 
refi t next week, it has been confi rmed.

There will also be two additional sailings a day on 
the Brodick to Ardrossan route from Thursday Janu-
ary 3, with a 7am Brodick departure Monday to Sat-
urday and a 6pm Brodick departure seven days a 
week until Friday Januuary 25. It is understood these 
sailings will be provided by the MV Isle of Arran.

There will also be additional sailing, previously an-
nounced, on Wednesday January 2.

Ferguson faces 
£40m loss in
ferry contact
The Clyde shipyard build-
ing the new Arran ferry 
and her sister ship has said 
it will lose £39.5 million on 
the contract.

Port Glasgow-based Fer-
guson Marine Engineering 
Ltd (FMEL) says it now 
requires the full payment 
of an agreed £45 million 
Scottish government loan 
and will need further fund-
ing from entrepreneur Jim 
McColl’s company to sur-
vive as a going concern.

Latest accounts, fi led 
over a year late, show the 
yard made a £60 million 
loss from continuing oper-
ations in 2016.

The Ferguson yard was 
saved in September 2014 
by Jim McColl and his 
private equity fi rm Clyde 
Blowers Capital, who went 
on to make signifi cant in-
vestment in the yard’s 
infrastructure, but an 
ongoing dispute with Cal-
edonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL) over the £97 
million contract for two 
new prototype dual-fuel 
ferries has escalated with-
out resolution.

As reported in the Banner 

earlier this month, Fergu-
son has already threatened 
legal action over the con-
tract to build the MV Glen 
Sannox and a second ferry 
and said a claim would be 
lodged ‘within weeks’.

But CMAL rejects that 
there have been any signif-
icant changes and has pre-
viously insisted Ferguson 
has to stick to the terms of 
its fi xed-price contract.

A spokesman for Fergu-
son Marine said: ‘In our 
latest published accounts, 
we have provided for iden-
tifi ed cost overruns, in line 
with accepted accounting 

standards. These cost over-
runs are a direct result of 
the unforeseen complex-
ities of building the two 
prototype, fi rst in class, du-
al-fuel LNG vessels for our 
client, CMAL. We fully 
expect to recover the costs 
identifi ed and are subse-
quently in discussions with 
professional claims ex-
perts, with the aim of sub-
mitting a formal claim to 
CMAL within the next few 
weeks.

‘We fi rmly believe that 
following a period of re-
markable transformation, 
which has seen signifi cant 

investment into the yard’s 
facilities and workforce, 
Ferguson Marine Engi-
neering Limited is now 
well placed to embark on 
an exciting phase of sus-
tained growth.

‘Our diversifi cation strat-
egy has unquestionably led 
to recent project wins, in-
cluding securing a con-
tract to build a world-fi rst 
self-propelled air cush-
ioned barge, but has also 
created a huge pipeline of 
exciting opportunities in an 
array of different sectors 
which we intend to fully 
capitalise on.’

The MV Glen Sannox lies un� nished at the Ferguson yard earlier this year. 
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Prize-winners take
the biscuit

Gregor Gunaydi from Arran, aged nine, was selected as the winner in the children’s 
category for his drawing of the Caledonian MacBrayne ferry. 

The winners of this year’s 
Biscuit Tin Initiative, held 
as part of the Arran Open 
Studios (AOS) weekend, 
were announced at a recent 
meeting of the island arts 
collective.

As a fun initiative that 
encourages art, and far re-
moved from the stresses of 
organising their usual an-
nual art exhibitions and the 
studio visits, the AOS Bis-
cuit Tin Initiative has risen 
in popularity despite only 
being in its second year.

The concept is delightful-
ly simple – blank postcards 
and drawing materials are 
left at various locations 
around Arran, and on the 
mainland, in a Paterson of 
Arran biscuit tin. Passers-

Lorna Stillie from Yorkshire won the adult category with this detailed drawing of an 
outdoor scene. Elegantly simple, the runner up in the postcard competition. 

by, visitors and people with 
a little time on their hands 
are invited to share a med-
itation, write a poem or 
make a drawing and post 
it in the Paterson’s tin as 
a res ponse to a moment of 
reverie or refl ection.

The resulting 120 draw-
ings and 30 poems/med-
itations, coming from as 
far afi eld as Sydney, Po-
land, Canada, Devon and 
some from Aberdeen were 
exhibited at Arran Active, 
Brodick, in the upstairs ex-
hibition space. From this 
selection, organisers se-
lected two worthy winners 
from the adults’ and chil-
dren’s categories.

The adult winner was a 
drawing by Lorna Stillie 

from Yorkshire, who won 
either a return ferry ticket 
for a car and two adults or 
an Arran produce hamper. 
(She has yet to choose.) 
The children’s category 
was won by Arran’s own 
Gregor Gunaydi, aged 
nine, who won an Aquafi ne 
travelling art set which was 
presented to him.

Organisers were once 
again delighted with the 
public response to this 
quirky arty idea and look 
forward to it continuing 
and growing next year.

At the meeting, dates 
were also confi rmed for 
next year’s Arran Open 
Studios event which will 
take place over the week-
end starting on Friday Au-

gust 2 until Monday August 
5, 2019. Late in January a 
call will go out for any art-

ists, new or old, who would 
like to participate. Details 
can be had from Ruth Mae 

on 820373 or Open Studios 
website www.arranopen-
studios.com
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That was the year that was
A look back at 2018 – part one: January to June
As 2018 draws to a close 
and the new year begins, it 
is time to take our custom-
ary look at the pages from 
the Banner over the past 
year. It was been an event-
ful six months to June, with 
Arran residents achiev-
ing great feats, celebrating 
life’s small adventures and 
performing caring deeds.

It has also been a year of 

many highs, some lows, 
but also the continuation 
of many dearly loved tra-
ditional events and the be-
ginnings of new and excit-
ing projects.

The Banner is your news-
paper and each and every 
single one of you makes 
it special. Thank you for 
a great 2018 and here’s to 
2019.

JANUARY – The new year started with the 
annual Douglas Dook which saw more than 

30 brave dookers, dressed in zany out� ts, 
take to the water at the Brodick slipway. 

01_B01dook07

JANUARY – Heralding the start of the new year, Arran’s � rst lambs were born two days 
after Christmas. Here parents Genevieve and Niall McMaster introduce four-month-old 
Sophie to the new arrivals. 01_B02lambs01

JANUARY – Rev Angus Adamson in his last picture with Brodick colleagues after he 
retired as a retained � re� ghter following more than 36 years in the service. 01_B52� re01

JANUARY – David Lambert, co-musical director of the Arran Soul Choir, joins members in 
presenting a donation raised from their concert to Fiona Laing of the Arran De� brillator 
Project.  

FEBRUARY – Craig Lindsay, Kate Russell, Carolyn Lambert and Sharon Bell collected the 
Boutique Hotel of the Year award on behalf of the Douglas Hotel. 
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A look back at 2018 – part one: January to June

FEBRUARY – The Shiskine Shoogly Shanks captained by Carol Brown won a step count 
challenge competing against 67 other teams from across North Ayrshire. 

FEBRUARY – Pupils from all of Arran’s primary schools meet with the Sunnyside Ocean 
Defenders whose campaign to do away with plastic straws received nationwide support. 
01_B06straw01

FEBRUARY – Burns night in Lamlash. New chairman Gordon Kinniburgh and the top table 
at the Lamlash Burns Club annual supper where speakers included Iain Currie and Arran 
MSP Kenneth Gibson. 01_B05burns01

MARCH – Morag Pettigrew is the � rst passenger to arrive 
at the new Brodick Ferry Terminal where she is welcomed 
by port manager Colin McCort. 01_B12� rst03

MARCH – All of the trophy winners at the 2018 One-Act Drama Festival. 01_B09award09

MARCH – Store manager Liz 
McLean welcomes shop-
pers to the refurbished 
Brodick Co-op store at its 
o�  cial opening. 01_B13coop03
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A look back at 2018 – part one: January to June

MARCH – Trophy winners with their trophies at the Arran Horticultural Society spring 
� ower and bulb show. 01_B13� ower01

MARCH – The entire Shiskine Primary School show their support for P7 pupil Beth McCarthy 
who took � rst place in the annual Burns primary school painting competition. 01_B10front01

APRIL – Under-sevens take part in the Easter bonnet parade at the annual Easter at the 
Castle event which enjoyed its busiest year on record. 01_B14easter18

APRIL – Scottish Government � nance minister Derek Mackay o�  cially opens the Brodick 
ferry terminal after repeated delays. 01_B16open16

APRIL – A selection of the 55 volunteers of all ages who cleaned up Brodick Beach and 
Fisherman’s Walk in a huge beach clean that left the area looking pristine.  01_B15beach01

APRIL – VisitScotland chief executive Malcolm Roughead visited Arran where he met 
VisitArran board members. 
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That was the year that was
A look back at 2018 – part one: January to June

MAY – Arran High School pupils Sam Reid, Gina Boni, 
James Macis and Euan Kinniburgh earned a bumper 
£3,000 for the Arran Mountain Rescue Team at the Youth 
Philanthropy Initiative. Isabel Johnstone, YPI Ayrshire 
regional facilitator presented the children with the 
cheque. 01_B18YPI08

MAY – Arran mourns the loss of William Wilson McConnell, 
father of former � rst minister Jack McConnell and well-
known and well-liked Arran personality.  

MAY – Celebrating 30 years of caring for the elderly, Cooriedoon care home management and sta�  hosted an elegant 
garden party with original founder Celia Butler and long-standing nurse Elaine Kelso being honoured at the event. 
01_B21front01

MAY – Members of the Arran High School Mountain Bike Club celebrate a lottery funding boost for purchasing new 
bicycles which will replace their ageing � eet. 

JUNE – Long established business Arran Dairies sta� , 
founders and owner Alastair Dobson celebrate 40 years of 
business with a lunch to mark the milestone. 01_B22diary01

JUNE – Wearing outlandish shoes for their party, Brodie 
Atkinson, Sera Bibin and Layla Cociuban join Mrs Shirley 
MacLachlan in showing o�  their birthday cake celebrating 
Whiting Bay Primary’s 50th birthday. 01_B24WB13

JUNE – Arran High School pupils performed their musical 
Our House to packed audiences at the Community Theatre 
in Lamlash.  01_B25house12

JUNE – Whiting Bay Primary pupils show their delight at 
winning the Arran Orienteering Championship. 01_B20orient14

Send your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

Review of the Year
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Everyday
Octopus Centre - Tennis                                               Old Pavilion, Lamlash Open 7 days, any time
Corrie Children’s Art Exhibition                                                      I-Centre, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Brodick Mini Golf                                                  Open 7days, 9am - 5pm ish, ALL weather
 Brodick Castle, garden only                                                                            Open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping                                             Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm 
Arran Brewery                                                                Open - Mon, Friday & Saturday, 10am - 5pm               
                                                                     Tuesday - Thursday, 11am - 4pm. Tours daily at 2pm  
  

Saturday 29th December
Winter Rink Bowls  Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live Music - Tim Pomeroy                                   Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live Music - Huey Broon & the Bullets - Indie/Rock Covers Band             The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm 
Over 21’s Disco                                                                                    Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
 

Sunday 30th December 
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                    Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Live Music - Rob Muir                                             Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm
Live Music - Faye Donnelly - multi instrumentalist                                         The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Folk Music Session                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 31st December
Hogmany Quiz                                                                                                  Drift Inn, Lamlash 3pm
Family Hogmany Dance                                                                     Whiting Bay Hall, 8pm - 1.30am
Hogmany Party                                                                                      Drift Inn, 9pm - 2am
Hogmany Party with  - The George Lindsay Wipeout Party plus Pipers    The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Family Hogmanay Party                                                                                  Shiskine Hall, 9pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

Tuesday 1st January 2019
Live Music - Legacy & Friends                           Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm
George hosts an afternoon of mellow music, young people take to the mic The PHT, Lamlash, 3pm

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!
Wednesday 2nd January
Family friendly Pub Quiz                                                                           The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Music Pub Quiz                                                  Crofters’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8.30pm

Thursday 3rd January
A.C. L. I. Volunteer Gardening Day                     Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Steak Night, includes 2 dinners and a bottle of wine                       Drift Inn, Lamlash, 5pm -9pm 
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, All welcome                                     Little Rock, Brodick, 7pm for 7.15pm 
Arran Hockey Club - Seniors (12 yrs +)                          Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm   
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz                                             Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 4th January
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo                                 Advanced (Advanced Class) Arran High School, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Live Music - Fatman and The Angel                                    Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Friday Night Quiz                                                            Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm

Saturday 5th January
Winter Rink Bowls Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live Music - Shindig                                                             Crofters’ Music Bar & Bistro, 7.30pm
Over 21’s Disco   Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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THE ARRAN BANNER 20 YEARS AGO SPECIAL
Saturday December 26, 1998

Twenty years ago this 
week Arran was badly hit 
by a Boxing Day hurricane 
which caused widespread 
devastation across the is-
land.

Winds of 105 miles an 
hour (170km) hit the is-
land, and much of the west 
of Scotland, in one of the 
worst storms seen in many 
years. Anything which 
was not securely battened 
down took off and roof-
ers had a busy time in the 
following days repairing 
scores of houses where 
slates and fl ashings had 
been lost.

By around 8pm on Box-
ing Day the lights were out 

all over Arran after power 
cables were brought down 
and some of the island was 
without power for sever-
al days and trees blocked 
roads around the island.

Brodick Castle and Coun-
try Park was particularly 
badly hit by the storm, los-
ing 296 trees in the garden 
and more than 1,000 in the 
country park. Many rare 
shrubs and plants were de-
stroyed in the garden and 
the castle suffered some 
structural damage. Clear-
ance work by contractors, 
gardening staff and many 
volunteers continued for 
many months.

Here is a reminder of just 
some of the devastation 
that the hurricane brought.

When Arran took a 
Boxing Day battering

Clockwise from top: Merkland alongside the castle wall with the wind still howling. 
01_B52storm06; A cupola from the Lochranza distillery lies mangled in a � eld some 100 yards 
from the building. 01_B52storm08; The Ford Fiesta which saved the Auchrannie Hotel. Had it 
not made the sacri� ce the tree would have gone through the hotel roof. 01_B52storm01; The 
remains of a sawn o�  tree resting on the smashed fence. 01_B52storm07.
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Clockwise from left: A car-
avan at Cairnhouse Riding 
Centre lies mangled having 
been blown away during 
the night. 01_B52storm02; 
The Kinloch Hotel su� ered 
extensive damage with a 
glass porch being com-
pletely demolished and 
several outbuildings losing 
their roofs. 01_B52storm03; 
The castle gardens 
and country park were 
devastated by the storm. 
01_B52storm04; Administrator 
Veronica Woodman surveys 
the scene of devastation 
in the castle grounds. 
01_B52storm05; The Lamlash 
Christmas tree was one of 
the casualties. 01_B52storm09
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Scottish weddings... Jenny Colgan... 
Romantic getaways... Ayrshire 

insights... The life of Robert Burns... 
Inside Myres Castle... Dame Sue 

Black... Spinach recipes...

SCOTTISH 
FIELD’S
FEBRUARY 
ISSUE  
OUT NOW

By Dr Iain Glen
Nowadays, the gathering 
of winter fodder for cat-
tle is highly mechanised 
with hay hopefully cut dur-
ing a good settled spell 
and once suffi ciently dried 
in the sun, converted into 
large, round, plastic-cov-
ered bales.

Alternatively, it is often 
carted in high-sided trail-
ers, fi lled using a second 
tractor with a forage har-
vester, to make silage.

My recollections of hay-
making at Parkhouse in the 
early 1950s go back to the 
era when hay was made 
into ricks in the fi eld and a 
few weeks later, ricklifters 
were used to cart the ricks 
into the farm stack yard, 
where large hay stacks 
were built.

My father’s early career 
involved giving advice to 
farmers on soil improve-
ment and manuring mean-
ing when he came to farm 
himself, the result was 

usually a heavy hay crop 
which took a lot of drying.

Although it might be 
turned two or three times, 
we often had to go up and 
down the swathes shaking 
out bigger clumps with a 
hay fork. Once suffi ciently 
dry, a multi-pronged sweep 

was attached to the front of 
the tractor to gather the hay 
in for rick building.

Tripod
This equipment super-

seded the Tumblin Tam 
that my uncle John Sillars 
at Cairnfi eld used with a 
horse for a similar func-

tion. To build a rick, a cir-
cular layer of hay was 
made and then three 6ft to 
8ft poles were tied togeth-
er with a twisted roll of hay 
to make a supporting tripod 
and placed in the centre.

Hay was then forked 
around and on top of this 
tripod to build a rick which 
would be about 6ft wide 
and about 10ft high. As a 
youngster, my job, once 
the rick had been com-
pleted, was to ‘pook’ all 
around the base, pulling 
out handfuls of hay to pre-
vent waste as the rick set-
tled down over time. The 
hay that was removed went 
into the next rick.

When it came time to 
bring the ricks in, the 
Corriecravie communi-
ty worked together bring-
ing our ricklifters with us. 
Ricklifters were purpose 
built trailers which could 
be tipped up and reversed 
into the base of a rick.

Two stout ropes were 
pulled from the rollers 
at the front and attached 
to each other with met-
al clasps behind the rick.  
A handle was attached to 
a geared winding wheel 
linked to the rollers at the 
front and the rick gradual-
ly pulled onto the ricklifter 
which clicked fl at again as 
the weight came forward.

As youngsters, we liked 
to ensure the rick was far 
enough forward for us to 
hop on the back for the ride 
to the stack yard and our 
preference was for Don-

ald Craig or Don Brown as 
they drove a bit faster than 
father or James Brown.

At the stack yard, the 
ricklifter was tipped up 
again to slide off the rick 
for the stack builders and 
returned to the fi eld for the 
next rick.

At Corriecravie House, 
Jack Brown arranged for 
the construction of a horse 
fork for the work of the 
stack builders. This had a 
tall central pole supported 
by stays. A rope attached 
to a grapple fork passed 
through pulleys at the end 
of a derrick and was led to 
another pulley at the base 
of the pole.

From here the rope was 
passed along the ground 
and attached to a horse’s 
harness. The grapple fork 
when tensioned gathered a 
great bunch of hay and as 
the horse was led forward 
this was raised and when 
above the level of the stack 
being built, pulling a trip 
chord caused the load to 
be deposited on the stack. 
All the metal work for the 
horse fork was made by 
Mr Stewart, the Sliddery 
blacksmith, who was an 
excellent craftsman.

Baler
I would have been about 

14 when father acquired a 
static baler and for a year 
or two we still built ricks 
but fed them into the baler 
in the fi eld before carting 
the bales into our hay shed.

My job was to sit on a bale 
on one side of the baler as 

Parkhouse Farm in the 1960s. 

Photo taken about 1955 of Iain, second from right, 
working at hay time with the Craig family from the Corries 
with Donald Craig on the left, John and their father Peter 
on the right. 

Haymaking in the 1950s
the compressed hay was 
emerging. Two lines of bal-
er twine were fed up from 
the other side. These were 
caught with the upturned 
ends of a U-shaped steel 
bracket pushed through 
from my side and retrieved 
in the gaps between the 
thrusts of the piston com-
pressing the hay. The twine 
was cut and tied in a reef 
knot to the loose end re-
maining from the previous 
bale.

This same baler was be-
ing used to bale straw in 
the hay shed when a fi re 
started which destroyed 
everything in the stack 
yard, the tractor and the 
hayshed. 

I was a pupil at Keil 
School at the time but can 
confi rm from Hamilton 
Brothers’ records that fa-
ther ordered a new trac-
tor on November 6 1956. I 
also heard that a son of one 
of the fi remen in attend-
ance said this fi re was bet-
ter than the usual Novem-
ber 5 bonfi re!

About this time, balers 
which could pick up hay 
directly from the swathe, 
appeared. We still had to 
get the hay dry enough to 
be baled but, from then on, 
the spectacle of a row of 
tidy ricks disappeared from 
hay fi elds.
 Written with assis-

tance from Dr Donald 
Brown who still bears a 
scar, the result of catching 
a fi nger between a rope and 
roller on a ricklifter.
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NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 
CHILDREN ENTITLED TO START P1 – SESSION 2019/2020

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2019 and 28 February  
2020 should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 
14 January 2019.
As times vary from school to school, parents are asked to check registration 
arrangements with the appropriate catchment primary school for the area in which 
they live. The child’s birth certificate and proof of address should be produced at the 
time of registration.
Information on Registration can be found on the Council’s web site: www.north-
ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
If you wish your child to attend a school outwith your catchment area you must 
register at your catchment school then submit a placing request. This can be done 
online by accessing www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
Placing request assistance can also be obtained by telephoning 01294 310000.
Registration at your catchment area school does not guarantee entry to that school.
Andrew McClelland,  
Head of Service (Learning, Teaching and Curriculum)

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTIONS 
FOR ISLE OF ARRAN

Over the festive period the following collection days will change for the blue and 
grey bins.
If your normal collection day does not fall on these days it will be unaffected and 
remain the same.

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day 
Tuesday 25 December 2018 Thursday 27 December 2018 

Wednesday 26 December 2018 Friday 28 December 2018 

Tuesday 1 January 201 Thursday 3 January 2019 

Wednesday 2 January 2019 Friday 4 January 2019

Please put your bin out for 7am on the morning of your collection.
The actual time of collection may vary during the festive period. If adverse weather 
affects your area we will return to uplift your bin when possible.
The last special uplift collection for 2018 will be Friday 21 December 2018. Special 
uplift bookings for the New Year will start on 7 January 2019.
Large flat packed cardboard can be placed next to your blue bin on the day of 
collection over the festive period.
Real Christmas trees should be placed next to your grey bin on your normal collection 
day, from week beginning 7 January 2019 and 21 January 2019.
The household waste recycling centre will be closed Tuesday 25 and Wednesday 
26 December 2018 and Tuesday 1 and Wednesday 2 January 2019, but will open 
as normal every other day.
The contact telephone number for North Ayrshire Council Waste Collection Service 
over the festive period is 01770 600338/01294 310000 or visit our website www.
north-ayrshire.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) 

ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 
18 January 2019. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS IN 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Listed Building Consent.
18/01093/LBC; Brodick Castle, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8HY; Resurfacing around 
existing sundial area including amendments to landscaping.

Craig Hatton
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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81206 N Ayrshire council x81        09:10  Tue, 18 Dec 2018Staff Nurse
Band 5 £23,113 - £29,905 per annum (pro rata)
Hours: 37.5 hours per week.
Post Reference: N/692/18
In support of our core purpose of Working together to achieve the healthiest life possible 
for everyone in Ayrshire and Arran we are committed to a culture that is Caring, Safe and 
Respectful. The post holder is required to work collaboratively in a safe, caring and 
respectful way.

Dynamic and forward thinking, Arran War Memorial Hospital is a 17 bedded hospital 
providing care to a diverse patient population on an inpatient and outpatient basis, 
including Accident and Emergency services, day therapies and outpatient clinics. Patient 
care services are provided by a wide range of clinicians from both Primary and Secondary 
care setting and are expanding as the Integration of Health and Social Care progresses 
locally.

We are seeking an enthusiastic and flexible nurse to join our team of staff providing care 
to patients within all of the hospitals settings. The successful candidate will be a first level 
Registered Nurse who will be able to provide evidence of work experience in a variety of 
acute clinical care settings. Staff will be required to work on all shift patterns and provide 
care in all general areas within the hospital and also the opportunity of working in the 
community.

Informal enquiries to: Ailsa Weir, Senior Charge Nurse on 01770 600777.

An application for this post can be completed online at www.jobs.scot.nhs.uk 
Alternatively, to request an application form please contact the Department 
of O&HRD, University Hospital Crosshouse, Tel 01563 825725 or e-mail 
HRNursing&Midwifery@aapct.scot.nhs.uk.

Please quote reference number on enquiry.

Closing date: 12 January 2019.

Working together for the  
healthiest life possible for  
everyone in Ayrshire & Arran

To find out more about NHS Ayrshire & Arran and services visit  
www.nhsaaa.net
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Job Vacancies
We have the following vacancies to join us at our Home Farm base in 
Brodick. No experience is necessary as training will be given, although 
relevant experience in these areas would be an advantage. Availability for an 
immediate start would be ideal.

Arran Aromatics operates a four day week, 7am to 5.30pm Monday to 
Thursday

Quality & Technical Assistant
This role is a permanent position and is to support our Quality and Technical 
Team. The applicant should have good communication skills and have good 
attention to detail. This is a hands on role which will include work in our 
production areas, and laboratory, as well as administrative duties.  All training 
will be provided, although relevant experience would be highly benefi cial. 
Further details can be sent out on application.

Operations Support Technician
This role is a permanent position and will be working within our Operations 
team to work with our machinery and plant along with assisting within our 
warehouse. The applicant should have a ‘can do’ attitude, be computer 
literate and having a problem solving mechanical mind would be benefi cial, 
although all training will be given, including FLT License. Further details can 
be sent out on application.

 To apply - please email your letter of application and CV to Duncan 
Russell, Head of Operations at duncan.russell@arran.com

Alternatively for postal enquiries please send your application to- 
Duncan Russell
Arran Aromatics Ltd
The Home Farm,
Brodick, 
Isle of Arran.
KA27 8DD
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We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Classifi ed

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in 
advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
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DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

UNDER

£50
FREE!

OLD TOOLS WANTED - Especially carpentry hand 
tools such as planes, chisels etc. Anything old and in-
teresting considered. Cash waiting. Call Peter on 
07481108799. Lochranza
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CHURCH NOTICES

MEMORIAM

FITZPATRICK, Margaret.
Margaret Fitzpatrick passed 
away peacefully on 13th 
December in Lamlash War 
Memorial hospital. Funeral 
service Friday 28th December 
at Kilmory Parish Church, Isle 
of Arran 12pm. Family fl owers 
only please, donations to Arran 
Hospital Supporters League 
and Scottish Air Ambulance 
Service. If attending please 
wear your gladrags.
McNICOL, Ian. Peacefully 
at Cooriedoon Nursing Home 
on 17th December 2018. 
Beloved husband of Mary and 
loving father to Alan, Gordon 
and the late Lynne, special 
father-in-law to Marion and 
Naomi, treasured papa to 
Lucy, Gemma, Adam and 
Kenta. Dear to all the extended 
family. Funeral service will 
take place at St. Bride’s 
Church, Brodick on Thursday, 
3rd January 2019 at 11:30am. 
Immediate family fl owers 
only. Donations, if desired, to 
Alzheimer Scotland.

DEATH

MACFARLANE
In loving memory of

David, beloved
husband, father,
father-in-law,
grandpa, and

great grandpa.
Passed away
29/12/2016

‘Always in our 
thoughts’

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but
working together

Minister:
Rev Angus Adamson

Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 30th December
Pirnmill and Lochranza 

Churches together, 10.15am.  
Morning Worship at

Pirnmill Church.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30 am. 

Morning Worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30

Prayer meeting
12 noon Morning Worship.

There will also be a
 Service of Worship in

Montrose House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 30th December

Holy Communion – 11 am.
Rev Adrian Fallows
Coffee after service

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 30th December
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
Tuesday 1st January

New Year Service at 11am
7 Glen Road, Brodick

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 30th December
Mrs Sharon MacLeod

Kilmory - 10am
Lamlash - 11.30am. 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 30th December

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am.
Tea and coffee will be served 

in the Transept after
the service. 

All most welcome.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 30th  December
Sunday Worship at 11am

‘Heather Lodge’
Brodick 

Telephone 700346
Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 30th December
Service 11am, Ormidale

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and coffee after

the service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.

Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 30th December
Shiskine, 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 30th December
Mass 11am 

All Welcome

Ayr Racecourse is set to be 
one of eight top racecours-
es handpicked to host a £5 
million team competition 
which will be bring Formu-
la 1 style razzamataz to the 
Sport of Kings.

Named The Series and 
run by Championship 
Horse Racing, the for-
mat will comprise 48 rac-
es across the eight tracks 
in which teams comprising 
30 horses, four jockeys and 
a racing manager contest 
races worth £100,000 each.

It is a huge feather in the 
cap for the Craigie course 
which was chosen along 
with Epsom, Leopards-
town, Goodwood, Hay-
dock, Newbury, Newmar-
ket and Sandown.

The proposed races are 
likely to take place on 
Thursday evenings be-
tween July 25 and Sep-
tember 12 and The Series 
could also be shown on 
ITV 4.

Blue chip companies are 
expected to be announced 
as sponsors of each team 
who will be awarded points 
depending on where their 
horse fi nishes in each race.

Winter League fi xture
The Arran Golfers Associ-
ation year get under way 
on Sunday January 6 with 
the latest Winter League 
round for the Duncan Tro-
phy taking place at Whit-
ing Bay Golf Club.

There is 10am shotgun 
start for every game. All 
golfers are requested to 
arrive in time to be at the 
allocated tees and wait 
till 10am and a clear fair-
way ahead. Whiting Bay 
v Shiskine, Corrie v Lam-
lash, Machrie Bay v Brod-
ick.

Under starters orders 
for New Year meeting
A New Year of racing action at Ayr gets under way 
with the traditional New Year Raceday on Wednes-
day January 2, 2019, and the card features  seven 
exciting races.

The principal race is a Class 3, two-metre, fi ve- 
furlong handicap hurdle with £15,800 in prize mon-
ey – the richest jumps prize of the day in the UK.

This should ensure a good sized fi eld with many 
of the leading northern stables likely to be repre-
sented. The last running of this contest was won by 
Elusive Theatre trained in Ireland by Stuart Craw-
ford.

The main supporting contests are a 2m handi-
cap chase and a 2m novices’ hurdle with the latter 
won in January this year by the highly rated Better 
Getalong from the Nicky Richards yard.

The fi rst race on the day is at 12.30pm with the 
action concluding with a national hunt fl at race at 
3.45pm.

And after racing a live band will play in the Prin-
cess Royal Suite in the Club area for three hours 
with a DJ in the Ayrshire Suite.

For more information on racing at Ayr call 01292 
264179 or go online at www.ayr-racecourse.co.uk

The Duncan Trophy will take place at Whiting Bay Golf Club on January 6.

Ayr Racecourse 
chosen as one of 
The Series hosts

Ayr is Scotland’s only 
Grade 1 track and now The 
Series race night will slot 
in between the course’s 
two jewels in the crown – 
the Coral Scottish Grand 
National and the William 
Hill Ayr Gold Cup Festival.

Crowned Sports Venue of 
the Year at the 2018 Scot-
tish Hospitality awards 
Ayr is also one of only six 
Large Racecourses to be 
awarded a Gold standard 
by the Racehorse Owners 
Association.

Broadcast
Jeremy Wray, Chief Ex-

ecutive of CHR, said: 
‘Agreeing the likely race-
course schedule is a key 
milestone for CHR. Over 
the next few months we’ll 
be announcing the teams 
and the media partners who 
will broadcast The Series 
across the world.

‘We’re delighted that The 
Series is due to take place 
at such a prestigious course 
as Ayr and that Scotland is 
one the three countries we 
debut in. They are great lo-
cations and have superb fa-
cilities for summer evening 
racing that promises fans 

something they’ve never 
experienced before. Fans 
will be encouraged to en-
gage with the teams and 

our aim is to help tell the 
stories about the tens of 
thousands of people in-
volved in the sport.’
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A look back at a big year of sport January to June

FEBRUARY – Young sports leaders on Arran were � nalists for the North Ayrshire Provost’s Civic Pride 
Awards. 

MARCH – In their � rst outing of the season, 16 members of the Arran Junior Triathlon Club excelled them-
selves by earning numerous podium � nishes at the aquathon at the Allander Leisure Centre in Bearsden. 

MARCH – The Arran Ladies Hockey Club ended their season on a high note with a hard-fought victory 
against Glasgow High Kelvinside Ladies 3s led by captain Annie Watts and vice-captain Lorraine 
‘Hurricane’ Hewie. 

APRIL – The reformed Isle of Arran Rugby Club pose 
for a team photograph prior to kick-o�  at the annual 
rugby festival held at the Ormidale Park. 01_B14rugby01

MAY – Willie Anderson of Arran Haulage presents the 
winning trophy to Brodick captain Matthew Dobson. 
01_B20footy10
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A look back at a big year of sport January to June

MAY – Jim Henderson presents Ross Trail with the Arran Golfers’ Association handicap shield and runner-
up Rory Currie with the matchplay trophy. 

JUNE – The Arran Junior Triathletes pose for a group picture at their home event, the Island-2-Island 
Triathlon. Photo: Liam Nelson and David Hogg. 

APRIL – A total of 81 runners set o�  at the start of the 
Ormidale 10k race with 23 local runners taking part in 
the challenge which is now in its 30th year. 01_B17ormidale01

JUNE – Ayrshire Schools Orienteering Championship medal winners, l to r,  Louis Urquart-Dixon, Oscar Ing-
lis, Myles Lindsay-Smith, Charlie Bonner, Rosie McNamara, Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith and Megan McCartney. 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

SPORT
The Arran Banner

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
More sporting memories 
from January to June 2018

Arran Banner, Saturday 29 December, 2018

A look back at a big year 
of sport
Arran enjoyed a big year 
of sport in 2018 and here 
we look back at just some 
of the achievements of the 
fi rst six months.

Sporting heroes young 
and old made their mark 

Part 1 – January to June

JANUARY – All island clubs were represented at the traditional Boxing Day bowling at Shiskine Bowling 
Club which 10 hardy bowlers attended. 

in sports from triathlon to 
hockey, rowing, bowls – 
the list goes on and it was 
good to see a reformed Isle 
of Arran Rugby Club back 
on the pitch, even if it was 
for one day only.

JANUARY – Joining students from all over Scotland, Nastassja Alberti and Patryk Gwizdowski, both of 
Whiting Bay, received their  black belt grading after a rigorous assessment at Dalkeith. 

FEBRUARY – Wullie Stevenson of Whiting Bay was 
elected to represent Arran and Kintyre in the Scot-
tish National Sheep Dog Trials in Kintyre. Pictured 
here are Wullie and Maid before the � nal. 01_B08dog01


