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Wishing all our readers and  
  advertisers a happy New Year

A new dawn for 
piping

Youngsters are to be giv-
en the chance to learn the 
pipes and drums free in 
the new year thanks to a 
£70,000 funding boost.

And it is hoped that 
enough youngsters will 
take up the challenge to al-
low a schools pipe band to 
be formed.

Primary and secondary 
pupils on Arran can now 
learn the pipes and drums 
in schools thanks to a new 
tuition programme fund-
ed by charitable dona-
tions and grants totalling 
£70,500.

The tuition programme 
was launched with a kick-
start day, which gave all 
learners who signed up to 

Three-island 
ferry route
link plan
A passenger ferry service 
linking Arran with Bute 
and Cumbrae could be up 
and running as early as the 
summer.

In a joint initiative tour-
ist bosses on three islands 
have come up with the fer-
ry link plan which they be-
lieve could benefi t all of 
the islands. They are now 
in talks with a Bute fi rm  
which could provide a 
small vessel capable of car-
rying 12 passengers and six 
bikes.

VisitArran executive di-
rector Sheila Gilmore, who 
has been involved with the 
plan, said: ‘We get loads of 
requests from visitors ask-
ing how they can get to 
Bute and Cumbrae. When 
we tell them they have to 
go via the mainland they 
are really surprised.’

Now a new venture, 
Clyde Islands Together, is 
bringing tourism organisa-
tions, including the Bute 
Alliance, VisitBute and 
the Cumbrae Communi-
ty Development Company 
(CCDC), VisitArran and 
others together to discuss 
ways of collective work-
ing. They have already had 

Arran youngsters
to get free tuition

Arran pupils attend a kick-start day to learn about the tuition programme. 

the project the opportuni-
ty to try pipes and drums 
for the fi rst time. The day 
was led by appointed tu-
tors Ross Miller and David 
Murray and a team of oth-
er specialists from around 
Scotland and was attended 
by 94 young people.

David Lambert, depute 
head teacher at Arran High 
School, said: ‘Arran has a 
rich musical heritage, as do 
all schools on the island. 
Whilst there are many op-
portunities on the island 
for young people to engage 
in a wide variety of music 
making, there was a need to 
provide formal tuition for 
our national instruments in 
schools and this exciting 
new programme offers ex-
actly this and has removed 

all barriers to access it with 
no cost to learners.’

James O’Neil, facul-
ty leader of music at the 
school, said: ‘This pro-
gramme has been a year 
in the planning and I am 
delighted that it now sits 
alongside an already strong 
tuition programme within 
our schools. It is absolutely 
amazing to see the progress 
in learners already and we 
are so grateful to all organ-
isations and donors who 

have helped to make this 
happen.’

Mr Lambert added: ‘We 
recently set up the Arran 
Music School to build on 
the instrumental provision 
already offered by North 
Ayrshire Council. The Isle 
of Arran Schools’ Pipes 
and Drums’ project will 
be managed through this, 
with the aim of removing 
all barriers and actively en-
couraging the young peo-
ple of Arran to engage with 

high quality music making 
and indeed the arts.  The 
project is in partnership 
with the Isle of Arran Pipe 
Band which recognises the 
tremendous benefi ts for the 
young people, and wel-
comes a new generation of 
players who will be able to 
join the band in the future.

‘As well as £30,000 in 
grant funding from the 
Scottish Schools Pipes and 
Drums Trust (SSPDT), we 

Continued on page two

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk
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Christmas at Montrose House

Residents enjoy Christmas lunch at Montrose House. 

Christmas is always a special time at Mon-
trose House and this year was no excep-
tion. Residents of the Brodick care home 

enjoyed a traditional Christmas dinner to-
gether, with all the trimmings, and enter-
tainment provided by staff and volunteers.

Janie McLaren helps to serve the Christmas lunch. 

Continued from page one
initial meetings with the 
next one planned for Feb-
ruary when the ferry link 
plan, and how to fund it, 
will be high on the agenda.

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is also involved 
in the hope it may provide 
marine investment to build 
up the route over the sum-
mer period.

Sheila told the Banner: 
‘The three islands may be 

Three-island ferry link 

Pupils had the opportunity to try out 
playing the chanter for the � rst time. 

Continued from page one
are grateful for the oth-
er donations we have re-
ceived towards this project, 
from the Co-op Communi-
ty Fund, Isle of Arran Pipe 
Band and from a private 
donor.’

Alexandra Duncan, SSP-
DT chief executive, said: 
‘The trust is delighted to 
support a programme that 

Schools piping in the new year 
benefi ts schools, pupils and 
the whole community.

‘We know that learning 
the pipes and drums, and 
being part of a pipe band, 
helps young people to de-
velop complex skills for 
life, learning and work. 

Camaraderie
‘The dedication, disci-

pline, teamwork and cama-
raderie required to be part 

of a pipe band often match 
skills needed to be success-
ful elsewhere in life.’

The Scottish Schools 
Pipes and Drums Trust 
(SSPDT) is the national 
charity that works to intro-
duce piping and drumming 
tuition to state schools 
in Scotland and that en-
courages the formation of 
schools pipe bands.

very different products but 
there is a lot we can share 
by working closer togeth-
er and the plan for a small 
passenger ferry is only 
the fi rst of what will be a 
growing number of joint 
initatives.’

Certainly the work of 
VisitArran is admired in 
Bute and Cumbrae. In an 
interview Michael  Ber-
tram chairman of the 
CCDC said recently that 

he believed there was an 
opportunity for the three is-
lands to work together and 
improve tourism between 
each other. He added that 
he believed there was po-
tential with sporting and 
leisure opportunities too: 
‘From folk festivals to iron-
man competitions, there is 
a lot that we can share and 
grow, so it is extremely ex-
citing the opportunity of 
opening up the islands.’
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Arran helps passengers 
stay safe on the ferries
Arran has been given a 
starring role as Caledoni-
an MacBrayne gets crea-
tive with a new on-board 
safety video.

Safety chiefs were wor-
ried that passengers were 
simply switching off and 
ignoring the pre-recorded 
audio message, which is 
a legal requirement at the 
start of each journey. But 
despite its important con-
tent they were concerned it 
was largely being ignored.

Now the ferry operator 
has premiered a new inno-
vative on-board safety vid-
eo to try and better educate 
passengers on what to do 
in an emergency.

The three-minute fi lm 
uses allegory and imagery 
of the scenery, occupations 

and wildlife across Arran 
and the west coast to bring 
its safety message to life. 
All the ‘actors’ used were  
residents on Arran.

The video shows various 
groups kayaking, sailing 
and playing musical in-
struments as well as farm-
er Kenneth Bone herd-
ing sheep and Tim James 
smoking fi sh at Corrie, be-
fore he moved to Kintyre.

Information
‘The message behind our 

safety announcement is 
a serious one, it is about 
giving passengers the in-
formation they need in the 
unlikely event of an emer-
gency,’ said CalMac’s di-
rector of health, safety, 
quality and environment, 
Louis de Wolff.

‘However, our research 
was telling us that passen-

gers weren’t listening to 
the information being giv-
en to them over the tannoy, 
so we thought we needed 
other, more engaging ways 
of getting our safety mes-
sage across.

‘A safety announcement 
that meets the legal re-
quirements is not fi t for 
purpose unless people ab-
sorb and remember the in-
formation we want them 
to,’ said Louis.

‘By knowing clearly 
what to do in an emergen-
cy, there is a better chance 
of a successful outcome 
and a reduced chance of 
further accidents or inju-
ries.

‘Although the tone is fun 
and engaging, the message 
is of critical importance. 
By keeping passengers en-
tertained we are keeping The emergency procedures being pointed out to passengers in the video from Whiting 

Bay.

The young Arran musicians featured in the video. 

them engaged and there-
fore more likely to take 
on-board what we are tell-
ing them.’

The video and audio mes-
sages have been recorded 
in English and Gaelic with 
the video also having sub-

titles. The new video and 
audio announcements will 
be rolled out across the 
fl eet during 2018.



for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.theaspa.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

relax at the
ASPA

For those looking to unwind, our skilled
therapists are on hand to provide relaxing

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of face and body
treatments using the finest products from

ESPA and ISHGA.

open daily from
9am for a range of
face and body
treatments

treat 
yourself to a 

mini facial
for just

£40
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Brodick Castle 
named among 
‘most haunted’
New research reveals that 
visitors believe that Brod-
ick Castle is amongst the 
most likely castles to be 
haunted in Scotland.

Research by VisitScot-
land puts the castle in the 
top three haunted haunts 
with 12 per cent of the vote. 
It was only beaten Slains 
Castle in Peterhead with 
22 per cent and the icon-
ic Dunnottar Castle near 
Stonehaven at 19 per cent 
in the light hearted study.

However, the fi ndings will 
not surprise those who be-
lieve the mysterious Grey 
Lady haunts Brodick Cas-
tle. Thought to  be a serv-
ant girl dating from Crom-
wellian times, it is said that 
she had a love affair with 
the captain of the guard and 
became pregnant with his 
child but was then quick-
ly dismissed from service 
at the castle. On hearing 
of their daughter’s trouble, 
her own family disowned 
her. Beside herself and 
completely distraught, it 
was said she drowned her-
self at the Wine Port Quay 
by the entrance to the cas-
tle. Her ghost is said to 
haunt the servants’ quarters 
of the castle.

Other sources think that 
the Grey Lady castle ghost 
was a woman who was 
locked in the dungeons 
with two other women and 
died of starvation. They 
were locked in the castle 
dungeons because they had 
the Black Death.

But visitors will have to 

The Grey Lady is said to wander the servants’ quarters of 
the castle.

wait until next summer 
to fi nd out for themselves 
when the castle reopens af-
ter lengthy fi re prevention 
works which have overrun.

The VisitScotland re-
search – which comes as 
the 2017 Year of History, 
Heritage and Archaeology 
comes to a close – also re-
veals that seven out of 10 
people stated they would 

like to stay overnight in 
a castle while on holiday 
in Scotland, despite the 
haunting fears, which is 
good news for the 147-plus 
castles that have been con-
verted into hotels through-
out the country.

In total, Scotland is 
thought to have around 
3,000 standing castles, ru-
ins and documented sites.  

Of these, about 1,050 are 
merely sites, including 
those where a house has 
been built on the site of a 
previous castle and about 
825 are standing ruins.  

At the last count, 660 
were in use (private house, 
hotel or wedding venue) 
and around 469 were open 
to the public, though some 
only for a couple of weeks.

Annique Armstrong, Vis-
itScotland regional direc-
tor, said: ‘Castles are an 
iconic and integral part of 
Scotland’s history and cul-
ture. There is something 
unique and special about 
every single one of them 
and each has their own sig-
nifi cant story to tell.

‘This research shows that 
Ayrshire and Arran has 
some of the best-loved cas-
tles in the country. 

‘Scotland’s history and 
culture is one the top rea-
sons for visiting Scotland. 
From World Heritage Sites 
to ancient monuments, 
cultural traditions to our 
myths, stories and legends 
– the 2017 Year of Histo-
ry, Heritage and Archaeol-
ogy has shone a spotlight 
on some of our greatest as-
sets and icons as well as our 
hidden gems.

‘Everyone should have 
the opportunity to expe-
rience a Scottish castle in 
their lifetime, and with so 
many on their doorstep 
in Ayrshire and Arran, I 
would encourage residents 
and visitors alike to make it 
their mission.’
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Health hero Yvonne lifts 
her prestigious award
Yvonne Welsh, a well 
known and popular nursing 
assistant at the Arran War 
Memorial Hospital, has re-
ceived her regional award 

Yvonne Welsh with her clinical support worker of the year award she received in London. 

for clinical support work-
er of the year at Our Health 
Heroes awards.

She picked up her award, 
reported by the Banner in 

October,  at a special cer-
emony at London’s OXO 
Tower. Yvonne was nomi-
nated by her colleagues at 
the Lamlash hospital, who 

refer to her as the backbone 
of the nursing team where 
she has worked for more 
than 17 years.

From 930 nominations 
across the UK, judges se-
lected 33 shortlisted fi nal-
ists and regional winners to 
attend the award ceremo-
ny,  which celebrates the 
unsung healthcare heroes 
from across the UK who go 
above and beyond in their 
roles every day. 

It was hosted by Loose 
Women TV star Linda 
Robson.

As part of the nomina-
tion process, colleagues 
provided reasons why 
they nominated Yvonne 
for the award. They said: 
‘Yvonne is a totally de-

pendable member of the 
team. She has a relentless 
‘can do’ attitude and is al-
ways willing to take on ex-
tra duties and work to ex-
pand her skills. Time and 
again she has been the per-
son to plug the gap in the 
rota or respond at short no-
tice to help when unexpect-
ed challenges arise.

‘She is a wonderful exam-
ple of a healthcare profes-
sional who forms the back-
bone of many teams and 
without whom everyone 
else’s job would be much 
harder.

‘Her knowledge of the 
community and history of 
the community hospital 
give her a know-how that 
makes a great deal of dif-

ference to the experience of 
those needing hospital ad-
mission.

‘Yvonne has a huge im-
pact on delivery of care at 
the hospital and is a dedi-
cated member of the team. 
Yvonne puts the patients at 
the centre of everything she 
does. 

‘The development and 
continued evolvement of 
her role has allowed us to 
have a bespoke service that 
is now deemed essential in 
our acute island communi-
ty hospital.’

Arran Medical Group’s 
Ruth Betley, senior man-
ager Arran services, 
said: ‘This is an amazing 
achievement and a thor-
oughly-deserved award.’
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Coastal beauty is key to 
council tourism strategy

A wide-ranging and am-
bitious tourism blueprint 
has been drawn up to help 
North Ayrshire fulfi ll its po-
tential as a major destina-
tion for visitors.

The newly-approved tour-
ism action plan – called 
Making Waves in North 
Ayrshire – aims to utilise 
the area’s coastal beauty as a 
key element in the strategy.

The four-year plan, cov-
ering 2018-2022, will pro-
vide a particular focus on 
promoting the marine and 
coastal tourism availa-

Coastal beauty at the Silver Sands of Kildonan. 01_B52waves02

The cover of the new 
Making Waves report. 

ble along North Ayrshire’s 
mainland coast and islands 
- with Arran a central part 
of the strategy.

Councillor Alex Gal-
lagher, cabinet member 
for economy, said: ‘Ma-
rine and coastal tourism is 
key to North Ayrshire and 
already directly supports 
thousands of local jobs.

‘Our coastal communities 
have been a major destina-
tion for visitors to North 
Ayrshire and we believe 
they can play an even big-
ger role over the coming 
years with the right sup-
port.

‘Alongside the islands of 
Arran and Cumbrae, we 
have a coastline few can 
match and this action plan 

aims to lay the founda-
tions on how we develop 

our tourism offering in the 
years to come.’

Tourism is an important 
sector in the North Ayr-
shire economy, employing 
the full-time equivalent of 
about 3,650 people, with 
more than 1.6 million tour-
ists visiting the area annu-
ally. 

The industry is worth 
around £175 million each 
year to North Ayrshire’s 
economy.

Following consultation 
with key industry repre-
sentatives, the new action 
plan lays out key strategies 
to develop over the com-
ing years; a focus on the 
coast as the key asset for 
attracting visitors; devel-

oping a cluster of marine, 
tourist and commercial ac-
tivities linked to the poten-
tial expansion of maritime 
infrastructure and local re-
generation; increasing the 
economic and social bene-
fi ts from the visitor econ-
omy through a series of 
events and festivals.

The action plan has been 
developed following con-
sultation with local people 
in North Ayrshire, as well 
as bodies such as neigh-
bouring councils, the Scot-
tish Government, North 
Ayrshire tourism industry 
group, Scottish Enterprise, 
Scottish Tourism Alliance, 
Visit Scotland and Third 
Sector partners.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Brodick, Auchrannie Hotel  
Friday 5 to Monday 8 January

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash, no cards. £7.50 Adults. Concessions £5.50 (except 
Rocket Post - £6/£4) 

Paddington 2 (PG) 103 mins    
“a pure delight, as sweet and sharp as, well, marmalade really” 
Empire ***** 05/01 at 5.30pm, 07/01 at 2pm, 08/01 at 5.30pm
Star Wars: The Last Jedi (12A) 152 mins    
“about as much fun as you could have at the movies” Deadline 
05/01 at 8.30pm, 07/01 at 5pm
Rocket Post: a National Theatre of Scotland show (PG) 60 mins
Filmed at a special performance on the Isle of Harris. An extraordinary show 
for families, packed with songs, charm and humour. “Rocket Post lifts off 
and flies ... thoroughly engaging” Herald 06/01 at 2pm    £6/£4
Murder on the Orient Express (12A) 114 mins
Kenneth Branagh, Judi Dench and Michelle Pfeiffer join an all-star cast.  
“impeccable styling” Times   06/01 at 5.30pm
The Death of Stalin (15) 104 mins 
“funniest film of the year runs riot through Russian history” Mirror 
Black comedy from creator of The Thick of It & Veep  06/01 at 8.30pm 

Blade Runner 2049 (15) 163 mins  
“as bold as the original Blade Runner and even more beautiful” 
Empire ***** 07/01 at 8.30pm
Call Me By Your Name (15) 132 mins 
“Call this movie by its name: Masterpiece” New York Post  08/01 at 8.30pm

ACTION ON DEPRESSION  0808 802 2020
www.actionondepression.org
BREATHING SPACE  0800 83 85 87
www.breathingspacescotland.co.uk
CHILDLINE  0800 11 11
www.childline.org.uk
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SCOTLAND  0845 600 2227
www.crusescotland.org.uk
SAMARITANS  08457 90 90 90
www.samaratins.org
TOUCHED BY SUICIDE  01294 229087
www.touchedbysuicidescotland.org
YOUNGMINDS  020 7336 8445
www.youngminds.org.uk

2 NEWS

PUBLIC HELP LINES
ACTION ON DEPRESSION 0808 802 2020 

www.actionondepression.org   

BREATHING SPACE 0800 83 85 87

www.breathingspacescotland.co.uk  

CHILDLINE 0800 11 11

www.childline.org.uk   

CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SCOTLAND 0845 600 2227 

www.crusescotland.org.uk

SAMARITANS 08457 90 90 90

www.samaratins.org    

TOUCHED BY SUICIDE 01294 229087

www.touchedbysuicidescotland.org   

YOUNGMINDS 020 7336 8445

www.youngminds.org.uk

Continued from page 1

Social case
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Volunteer is home after 
‘changing lives’ in Ghana
An Arran volunteer fl ew 
4,000 miles home for 
Christmas and the New 
Year after helping to im-
prove the lives of people 
with disabilities in Sande-
ma in the Upper East re-
gion of Ghana.

Natalie Innes from 
Lochranza has just com-
pleted a three-month stint 
in West Africa and  is talk-
ing about her experiences 
to encourage other young 
Scots to get involved.

The 22-year-old former 
Arran High School pupil 
has been working as part of 
a team of young British and 
Ghanaian volunteers on a 
project to promote inclu-
sions for those with disabil-
ities in mainstream educa-
tion and society in general.

The World Health Organi-
sation estimates that 15 per 
cent of the world’s popula-
tion lives with a disability, 
with 80 per cent of those 
people living in developing 
countries.

In rural Ghana, many dis-
abled people struggle to ac-
cess basic healthcare, and 
are often excluded from ed-
ucation – a situation which 
leaves them more acute-
ly affected by poverty, and 
less equipped to escape it.

Natalie and her team 
mates have been work-
ing with rights-based de-
velopment charity Inter-
national Service and its 
partner organisation Com-
munity Based Rehabilita-
tion (CBR). CBR works to 
break the cycle of poverty 
and empower people with 
disabilities to work with lo-
cal leaders to create inclu-
sive, accessible and healthy 
communities.

Natalie has seen fi rst-
hand the need for attention 
to be drawn to these issues. 
She and her team have been 
working with CBR to reach 
out to the community via 
radio, and through youth 
clubs to dispel some of the 
misconceptions about dis-
ability, especially mental 
health issues.

Natalie, who travelled to 
Ghana through the Inter-
national Citizen Service, 
(ICS) programme, fund-

Natalie was only just able to see the top of Goatfell on her return to Arran four days 
before Christmas. 01_B52ghana03

ed by UK Aid, said: ‘The 
proudest moment for me 
was seeing the impact we’d 
had on young people. Dur-
ing youth clubs, students 
were able to state facts 
about mental health and 
use the correct terminolo-
gy. We still have many bat-
tles ahead but we are ready 
to fi ght. Everyone deserves 
an equal place in society.’

Natalie, who spent six 
months as a teacher in 
Thailand before travelling 
to Ghana, spent Christmas 
with her family on Arran 
before deciding on her next 
venture for the New Year.

‘I am just pleased to have 
my daughter  home for 
Christmas,’ mum Kirsty 
added.

ICS volunteers work 
alongside young local vol-
unteers in some of the poor-
est communities in Afri-
ca, Asia and Latin America 
on issues like sexual health, 
education and economic 
empowerment. Volunteers 
don’t need cash, skills or 
qualifi cations to take part – 
just the ambition to make a 
difference. For more infor-
mation about ICS and how 
to apply, visit http://www.
volunteerics.org/

Natalie Innes delivers a youth club session in Sandema, 
northern Ghana. 
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Editorial

Thought for the week

How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.
co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Oban, 
PA34 4 HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

on holiday

No improvement
Sir,
Arran residents and visitors 
would surely have been in-
terested in a full-page ad-
vertising feature which ap-
peared in The Herald on 
December 14.

In it, North Ayrshire 
Council extolled the efforts 
of Team North Ayrshire to 
promote inward investment 
and attract new business.

One jarring note, how-
ever, was struck by Karen 
Yeomans, executive direc-
tor, economy and commu-
nities.

NAC may have its diffi -
culties regarding job cre-
ation, but it is certainly in 
the premier league when 
it comes to the creation of 
pretentious job titles.

Yeoman stated that: ‘As 
part of the private partner-
ship that Team North Ayr-
shire has put together, Peel 
Ports (the owner of Ardros-
san Harbour) is working 
closely with NAC and oth-
er TNA partners across the 

various opportunities.’
Yeoman explains that Ar-

drossan has benefi ted from 
signifi cant investment in 
the regeneration of Ardros-
san town.

‘This has improved the 
harbour area and the public 
realm, and has linked the 
harbour more closely with 
the town,’ she states.

These words echo the 
promises made by NAC, as 
it led the campaign to re-
tain Ardrossan as the main-
land port for the Arran fer-
ry – a campaign for which 
it recently won a public ser-
vice award.  And yet, not 
one single improvement is 
even on the horizon.

Now, what does this re-
mind us of? A vow made by 
parties involved in a major 
campaign?  After victory 
is won, promises made are 
conveniently forgotten, or 
deemed to be surplus to re-
quirements? 

Clearly, the PR depart-
ment of one local authority 
at least has wholehearted-

ly embraced the methods of 
the Better Together gurus.

Yours,
Iain Auld
Lamlash

Elderly thanks
Sir,
Contact the Elderly wishes 
to thank Arran High School 
for the invitation to its an-
nual Christmas outing. We 
enjoyed delicious food and 
great entertainment from 
the early years class sing-
ing songs from its nativi-
ty and the Lamlash School 
Band.

It was very well done and 
well received by all. Thank 
you to headmaster Mr 
Smith and everyone else 
who was involved.

We wish you all a Happy 
New Year.

Yours,
Maureen Dockerty
Contact the
Elderly co-ordinator

Red Cross
Sir,
On behalf of British Red 

Cross in Scotland we would 
like to take this opportuni-
ty to thank our incredible 
volunteers across Scotland 
who have once again risen 
to the challenges 2017 has 
thrown our way.

Unfortunately the last 12 
months has seen a succes-
sion of emergencies across 
the UK including terror at-
tacks, fl oods and a devas-
tating fi re.

No matter what the inci-
dent, volunteers across the 
country have been willing 
to drop everything and of-
fer help.

Next year will undoubt-
edly bring a host of new 
challenges across the UK 
and overseas, but thanks 
to donations from the gen-
eral public and the dedica-
tion of our volunteers, mil-
lions of people facing crisis 
will continue to be helped 
by the British Red Cross. 
Thank you.

Yours,
Marie Hayes
Red Cross Scotland

The Arran Banner regularly receives pictures of its read-
ers enjoying their holidays in far-fl ung and exotic loca-
tions as well as those closer to home. When space allows 
we like to print these pictures of people who have remem-
bered to take their favourite paper with them on their trav-
els.

Regular Arran visitors Marjorie and Allan Richardson 
from Beith reading the Banner outside The Shelter Point 
Distillery at Comox on Vancouver Island during a recent 
visit to British Columbia. 

Blair Mackie, Holly Weir and Ailsa Yuill catch up on news 
from home while visiting Times Square, New York. 

A piping boost
Arran has a proud piping 
tradition. So it is great to 
see that a whole new gen-
eration of youngsters are 
to be given the chance to 
learn the pipes and drums 
free.

The island has an excel-
lent senior pipe band and 
how great it would be to 
have a junior pipe band to 
join it. Of course for the 
project to be successful 
enough youngsters have to 
want to give their time and 
energy to want to learn the 
instruments. And while, 
on Arran, there are a lot of 
competing activities vy-
ing for children’s atten-
tion, we believe that such 
is the island’s musical tra-
dition there will be plenty 
of takers.

Of course, none of this 
could have happened with-
out the support of the Scot-
tish Schools Pipes and 
Drums Trust and other do-
nations and they are to 
be commended for their 
work introducing piping 
and drumming tuition to 
state schools across Scot-
land and encouraging the 
formation of schools pipe 
bands.

The big day for pipe 
bands on Arran is the 
Brodick Highland Games 
and maybe 2018 will see 
a new band proudly tak-
ing part.

And you, my child, will 
be called a prophet of the 
Most High; for you will 
go on before the Lord to 
prepare the way for him, 
to give his people the 
knowledge of salvation 
through the forgiveness 
of their sins. (Luke 1:76)



AS 2017 draws to a close 
and the new year begins, it 
is time to take our custom-
ary look at the pages from 
the Banner over the past 
year. 

It was an eventful six 
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A look back at 2017 in 
pictures – January to June

JANUARY – More than 50 brave souls started the New Year with the traditional Douglas 
Dook in Brodick which raises funds for the Arran Mountain Rescue Team. 01_B52review01

JANUARY – Adding to a successful panto season the cast of Aladdin performed their 
repertoire at the Lochranza and Catacol Village Hall. 

JANUARY –  Monday 
11 marked the one 
year anniversary of 
work starting on the 
new Brodick Pier and 
ferry terminal which 
was progressing well 
with work on budget 
and schedule. 
01_B52review03

FEBRUARY – Snow provided the perfect conditions for the Arran Mountain Rescue Team 
to hold a training exercise atop Goatfell in surreal looking surroundings. 

months to June, with Arran 
residents achieving great 
feats, celebrating life’s 
small adventures and per-
forming caring deeds.

It has also been a year of 
many highs, some lows, 
but also the continuation 
of many dearly loved tra-

ditional events and the be-
ginnings of new and excit-
ing projects.

The Banner is your news-
paper and each and every 
single one of you makes 
it special. Thank you for 
a great 2017 and here’s to 
2018.



10 Review of the Year ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 30 December, 2017arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

FEBRUARY – Work o�  cially started at the new Lagg distillery when James MacTaggart 
and Euan Mitchell cut the � rst sod at the Lagg site. 01_B52review05

MARCH – There was high praise and a great deal of deserving trophies awarded to actors 
who took part in the popular one-act drama festival adjudicated by Nat Little. 01_B52review07

MARCH – It was a sad day 
on Arran when well-loved, 
popular and charismatic 
George Tod passed away 
peacefully at Balgowan 
surrounded by family. 
George is pictured here 
with Princess Anne when 
she visited the Arran 
farmers’ show in 2011. 

APRIL – Trophy 
winners of the 
Arran Horticul-
tural Society’s 
spring � ower 
and bulb show, 
which saw a 
huge number 
of entries 
from children. 
01_B52review10

MARCH – It is a 
sure sign of spring 
when the � rst 
lambs of the sea-
son arrive. Here, 
Luca and Joey 
along with dad 
Calum Duncan, 
visit Brandon Farm 
to meet the new 
arrivals. 
01_B52review08

FEBRUARY – Andy Macdonald and Jamie Campbell start work on the foundations of 
the adventure park, Isle be Wild, at Brodick Castle. 01_B52review06

The future is about communication. 
The future is about connection. 
The future is… ROCKETS!
The National Theatre of Scotland’s heart-warming 
family show takes to the silver screen courtesy 
of Screen Machine. 

Brodick (Car Park, Auchrannie Hotel)
Sat 6 Jan 2018, 2pm
PG: we recommend for ages 6+
£6 / £4 + booking fee

nationaltheatrescotland.com/rocketpostonscreen
screenmachine.co.uk

Photo by Eoin Carey
The National Theatre of Scotland is core funded by the Scottish Government. The National Theatre of Scotland, 
a company limited by guarantee and registered in Scotland (SC234270), is a registered Scottish charity (SC033377).
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APRIL – Young Jenson Roberts and his dad Donald spent 
an enjoyable afternoon at the Easter fun day at Brodick 
Castle where they took part in an Easter egg hunt. 
01_B52review11

APRIL – All of the P3 and 
P4 competitors who 
demonstrated that they 
are well versed in Burns at 
the annual Burns Poetry 
Competition. 

MAY – A team 
of second-year 
pupils at Arran 
High School used 
their powers of 
persuasion to 
win £3,000 for 
their nominated 
charity at the 
Youth Philan-
thropy Initiative. 
Pupils who won 
the competition 
presented a 
representative of 
the Arran Moun-
tain Rescue Team 
with the cheque. 
01_B52review13

APRIL – Glasgow artist Avril Paton joined local artists for the o�  cial opening of the 
Arran Art Trail which will make art more accessible to those visiting Arran. 01_B52review17

MAY – Two intrepid 
climbers completed 
an epic 17-hour 
traverse of Arran’s 12 
summits in a fundrais-
ing e� ort in support 
of mountain rescue 
teams on Arran and 
in Mulanje, Malawi. 
Kirstie Smith and Lucy 
Wallace walked and 
climbed more than 22 
miles with 9,400ft of 
ascent.
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MAY – Roseann 
Cunninghame of St 
John Scotland cele-
brated the gifting of 
the Arran Mountain 
Rescue Team base 
with members Robert 
Waine, Alan McNicol 
and Ewan McKinnon. 
01_B52review19

MAY – The Arran Soul 
Choir, above, was formed in 
January and preparations 
are already under way for 
its � rst public performance. 
01_B52review20

JUNE – Three Arran volunteers won a national award for 
their fundraising work for Action on Hearing Loss UK. 
Receiving the award on behalf of Fiona Mackenzie and 
Susan McNicol, Nancy Bremner met with Paul Brekell, chief 
executive of Action on hearing Loss UK. 

MAY – Quilt Arran staged its � rst exhibition in Lamlash which attracted groups and 
individuals from across Ayrshire. 01_B52review21

JUNE – The 23rd annual folk festival was the largest and best in recent times with various 
artists performing over the weekend at di� erent locations. 01_B52review14

JUNE – Management and sta�  at Cooriedoon care home had much to smile about after 
winning a nation competition for hosting one of the best events for residents and visitors 
during National Smile Month. 01_B52review15



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                    Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                       Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Brewery                                                                     Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm
                                                                                 Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm, Sun - Closed

Saturday 30th December
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live Music - Arran Dawn                                           Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live music - Kwak Band, Rock and Blues                                                     The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over 21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 31st December                                                                              
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA meeting                                                                           Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm Live 
Music - Tim Pomeroy and Mike Bailey                      Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Hogmany Extravaganza with KWAK & George Lindsay                               The  PHT, Lamlash, 9pm                                                        
                 

Monday 1st January 2018
Happy New Year!
George Lindsay’s Mellow afternooon Blues                                                          PHT, Lamlash, 4pm                    

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                              Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                                                                              Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                   Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                   Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
New Year Dance with Tom McGarrigle Lamlash Golf Club, 9pm - 1am

Wednesday 3rd January
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                               9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga                                                                                           Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Chair Yoga                                                                                  St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service   10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Zumba Gold                                                                                        Brodick Hall, 4pm - 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                                         Brodick Hall, 5.50pm-6.50pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                    Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwondo                                  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm-9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo                    Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pmm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                        The PHT, 8.30pm
Rock an Pop Bingo                                                                                         Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 4th January
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness,  Auchrannie Gym 9.30-10.30am
Chair Yoga                                                                       Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult Tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Ladies’ Hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Arran High School                                                Arran Soul Choir, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                 Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                                      Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 5th January
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                            Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee Morning for charities                                               Corrie and Sannox Hall, 10.30am
Smart Recovery Meeting                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Lochranza Children’s Badminton                                                                Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                    Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm 
Tae Kwondo                                                    Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Lochranza Adults’ Badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz                                                                                                     Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Disco Party Night                                                                                           The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Saturday 6th January
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm

Tuesday 2nd January
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                                          Closed
Arran Vets reception                                                                                                          Closed
Healthy Outdoors                                                                NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowl                                                           Rinks games, weather permitting, 1.30pm 
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Every Tuesday - Metafi t Class                                                                        Arran High School, 6pm
Flow Yoga,                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6pm                
Pilates                                                                                      Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
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MP in call to protect gift
                card shoppers

A call has been made for 
the UK government to act 
to protect shoppers from 
being short-changed by 
millions of pounds in lost 
gift card cash, by North 
Ayrshire and Arran MP Pa-
tricia Gibson.

Those purchasing gift 
cards, or receiving them as 
presents, are currently los-
ing out to the tune of mil-
lions of pounds as vouchers 
expire before they are used 
– with shops profi ting from 
‘money for nothing’.

Mrs Gibson, who is the 
SNP spokeswoman on con-
sumer affairs, has urged 
the UK government to in-

Ricky stands down as NFUS chairman
The Arran branch of the National Farmers 
Union Scotland (NFUS) held its annual 
general meeting earlier this month where 
Ricky McMaster stood down as branch 
chairman after two years.

Taking his place as chairman, his broth-
er Jimmy took over the chairman position 
with Charlie McAllister stepping up as 
vice chairman. 

The branch also appointed three young-

er members as new generation group mon-
itors.

Well-known Kintyre farmer and Ar-
gyll and Bute councillor John Armour 
was guest speaker at the meeting and, af-
ter an excellent steak pie supper, members 
heard from John who spoke of his time as 
a farmer, councillor and as a volunteer ra-
dio host on the Argyll FM farming pro-
gramme.

Arran farmers enjoy tales from the life of Councillor John Armour. 

Patricia Gibson MP NO_B52gibson01

troduce greater protections 
for consumers by banning 
use-by-dates altogether, or 
at the very least introduc-
ing a minimum fi ve-year 
expiry period, fairer terms 
and conditions and rules to 
ensure that any funds not 
used by the expiry date go 
to charity rather than profi t.

The UK Gift Card and 
Voucher Association es-
timates the UK gift card 
market to be worth around 
£6billion a year, with 
around £300million going 
unspent.

Mrs Gibson said: ‘No-
body wants to see the hard-
earned cash they spend on 

presents for friends and 
family members thrown 
down the drain but con-
sumers in the UK are cur-
rently being short-changed 
to the tune of millions of 
pounds every year in lost 
gift card money.

‘Retailers are profi ting 
by taking away people’s 
Christmas and birthday 
presents when gift cards 
pass these wholly arbitrary 
expiry dates. The minimum 
period, and policies, for gift 
cards can vary dramatical-
ly from shop to shop - some 
have very short or hidden 
expiry periods. Many peo-
ple wind up losing their 

money because the cards 
expire or a fi rm closes and 
the retailers then take the 
funds for themselves.

‘With families now fac-
ing rising prices, stagnant 
wages and squeezed liv-
ing standards under the To-
ries. As the Scottish Parlia-
ment has no powers in this 
area, it is important that the 
UK Government introduc-
es protections. This means 
either a full ban on gift card 
expiry dates or, at the very 
least, a minimum expiry pe-
riod of fi ve years or more, 
and rules to ensure that any 
leftover funds go to charity 
rather than profi t.’

Consumers are currently being short-changed

worth 

£35.85

3 FREE 
Large Scottish Field Calendars 

with every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscriptionwith every new 1 Year online subscription

worth 

£35

Subscribe at www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscriptions 
and use code SUBOFFERSF

• Save £43 on a subscription
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• Delivery of weekly “page flipper” copy of The Arran Banner*

• Delivered fi rst thing Friday - no waiting
Limited numbers, whilst stocks last. Calendars sent to one UK address.
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 January 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     183

WIN 
A TRIP FOR TWO TO SHETLAND OR ORKNEY

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Where is the town of Stromness?       a. Orkney    b. Shetland    c. Stornoway

Package includes return travel on any route for two including car and standard cabin with NorthLink Ferries valid until 31 December 2018. Cabins are available on overnight sailings only. 
The prize is subject to availability, non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. Upgrades are available upon request.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Scotland’s Northern Isles are clos-
er than you think. With their own 
unique culture, unrivalled wildlife 
and spectacular historical ruins, 
the islands are just waiting to be 
discovered. 

Your journey begins with North-
Link Ferries, where you’ll be able 
to enjoy many comforts on board 
before arriving at your destination 
feeling refreshed and ready to start 
your island adventure. 

One lucky reader will win a prize 
that includes a return ticket on any 
route for two passengers including 
one car and a standard cabin on 
overnight sailings with NorthLink 
Ferries. 

Relax in your suite before a beautifully crafted six course 
tasting menu. In the morning, indulge in breakfast in your 
suite. The Peat Inn, by St Andrews is a luxury 5-star Restau-
rant with Rooms in peaceful surroundings. Michelin Star 
Chef Proprietor, Geoffrey Smeddle, uses the fi nest Scottish 
ingredients to create delicious and contemporary cuisine. 
The Residence provides eight luxurious suites with views 
over the countryside – heavenly for a quiet getaway.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many suites 

does The Peat Inn have?

WIN 
AN EPICUREAN INDULGENCE AND STAY FOR 

TWO AT THE PEAT INN BY ST ANDREWS

Valid Tuesday – Thursday, subject to availability, based on two people sharing a twin or 
double room for one night. Drinks are not included. Must be taken by 31 May 2018. 

A Hume Country Cloth-
ing, a lifestyle country 
clothing retailer based 
in Kelso in the heart of 
the Scottish Borders, 
are offering one lucky 
reader the opportunity 
to win a pair of Fairfax and Favor Regina Boots.

Fairfax and Favor were founded in 2013 with the 
aim of bridging the gap between smart and casual. 
Whether you are required to dress up for an occasion 
– or down, Fairfax and Favor can provide you with the 
perfect blend of traditional British style and modern 
contemporary elegance. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In what year was 

Fairfax and Favor established?

WIN 
A PAIR OF FAIRFAX AND FAVOR REGINA BOOTS

WORTH £329
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information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Scotland’s Northern Isles are clos-
er than you think. With their own 
unique culture, unrivalled wildlife 
and spectacular historical ruins, 
the islands are just waiting to be 
discovered. 

Your journey begins with North-
Link Ferries, where you’ll be able 
to enjoy many comforts on board 
before arriving at your destination 
feeling refreshed and ready to start 
your island adventure. 

One lucky reader will win a prize 
that includes a return ticket on any 
route for two passengers including 
one car and a standard cabin on 
overnight sailings with NorthLink 
Ferries. 

Relax in your suite before a beautifully crafted six course 
tasting menu. In the morning, indulge in breakfast in your 
suite. The Peat Inn, by St Andrews is a luxury 5-star Restau-
rant with Rooms in peaceful surroundings. Michelin Star 
Chef Proprietor, Geoffrey Smeddle, uses the fi nest Scottish 
ingredients to create delicious and contemporary cuisine. 
The Residence provides eight luxurious suites with views 
over the countryside – heavenly for a quiet getaway.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many suites 

does The Peat Inn have?

WIN 
AN EPICUREAN INDULGENCE AND STAY FOR 

TWO AT THE PEAT INN BY ST ANDREWS

Valid Tuesday – Thursday, subject to availability, based on two people sharing a twin or 
double room for one night. Drinks are not included. Must be taken by 31 May 2018. 

A Hume Country Cloth-
ing, a lifestyle country 
clothing retailer based 
in Kelso in the heart of 
the Scottish Borders, 
are offering one lucky 
reader the opportunity 
to win a pair of Fairfax and Favor Regina Boots.

Fairfax and Favor were founded in 2013 with the 
aim of bridging the gap between smart and casual. 
Whether you are required to dress up for an occasion 
– or down, Fairfax and Favor can provide you with the 
perfect blend of traditional British style and modern 
contemporary elegance. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In what year was 

Fairfax and Favor established?

WIN 
A PAIR OF FAIRFAX AND FAVOR REGINA BOOTS

WORTH £329
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Putting young people 
first is new council plan

Council leader Joe Cullinane with partners and young ambassadors at the launch of the 
Year of Young People plan. 

North Ayrshire Council has 
reaffi rmed its commitment 
to young people with the 
offi cial launch of its Year of 
Young People (YoYP) 2018 
plan.

The plan aims to inspire 
all ages through its young 
people, aged eight to 26, by 
celebrating their achieve-
ments, valuing their con-
tributions and creating new 
opportunities for them to 
shine.

In North Ayrshire, this 
will be done through a year-
long programme of events 
and activities that will give 
young people the opportu-
nity to show what they are 
made of.

Activities include ‘joint 
cabinet live’ which will 
bring together young peo-
ple from all over North Ayr-
shire via a live video link, 
to interact with the coun-
cil’s cabinet members on 
the issues faced by young 
people living in the area.

Then there’s a special 
YoYP Participatory Budg-
eting exercise that will see 
those aged eight-26 voting 
on projects, either organ-
ised by or for the benefi t 

of young people, that they 
want to see happen during 
2018.  The winning bids 
will receive up to £1,000 to 
help deliver their project.

And in March, Saltcoats 
will play host to the 65th 
sitting of the Scottish Youth 
Parliament.  The annual 
event and national awards 
ceremony will be attend-
ed by people from across 
Scotland.

At the launch, council 
leader Joe Cullinane an-
nounced plans to develop a 
YoYP working group, to be 
jointly chaired by an elect-
ed member and a young 
person.  The group will en-
sure that what matters the 
most to young people is 
discussed during the year, 
and that there is a real leg-
acy left from the work that 
will be taking place.

The event brought to-
gether council offi cials and 
its partners including Po-
lice Scotland and Scottish 
Fire and Rescue to hear all 
about the plan as well as 
signing up as a YoYP part-
ner.

They were also intro-
duced to North Ayrshire’s 

11 YoYP ambassadors who 
have been selected to help 
raise awareness of the year 
and galvanise support from 
their peers.

Emily Nix, one of the 
YoYP ambassadors, said: 
‘As a YoYP Ambassador, 
I look forward to the year 
ahead. We will have the op-
portunity to showcase the 
talents, personalities and 
ambitions of North Ayr-
shire’s young people, bring 
communities together and 
show what we can do – and 
we can’t wait to show that.’

Councillor Cullinane add-
ed: ‘The Year of Young 
People provides us with a 
unique opportunity to cel-
ebrate North Ayrshire’s 
young people by shining 
the spotlight on the tremen-
dous work they do, the im-
portant roles they play and 
the positive impact they 
have on our communities.

‘Our YoYP plan outlines 
our commitment as a lo-
cal authority to our young 
people during this impor-
tant year. And with the de-
velopment of a dedicated 
YoYP working group, I’m 
sure 2018 will leave a last-

ing legacy of the incredi-
ble contribution our young 
people make to our com-
munities.

‘The year also forms an 
important part of our on-

going work to become a 
‘child-centred council’ 
by putting children and 
young people at the heart 
of everything we do.’

The YoYP plan is availa-

ble online at: http://www.
young.scot/na-yoyp/

Anyone who wants to add 
an event or activity to the 
offi cial plan, is encouraged 
to do so via the website.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Public Notice

Property

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

TO LET
Glaister Farmhouse

String Road
Large detached four bedroom, 
modern farmhouse built 2007

Parking, outbuildings & outside area.
Access via farm road

Short assured tenancy
References and deposit required.

£800pcm plus utilities

Contact O�  ce@dougarie.com / 01770 840259

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT 
CHILDREN ENTITLED TO START P1 – SESSION 2018/2019

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2018 and 28 February 2019 
should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 15 January 
2018.
As times vary from school to school, parents are asked to check registration 
arrangements with the appropriate catchment primary school for the area in which 
they live. The child’s birth certificate and proof of address should be produced at the 
time of registration.
Information on Registration can be found on the Council’s web site: www.north-
ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
If you wish your child to attend a school out with your catchment area you must 
register at your catchment school then submit a placing request. This can be done 
online by accessing www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages).
Placing request assistance can also be obtained by telephoning 01294 310000.
Registration at your catchment area school does not guarantee entry to that school.

JOHN BUTCHER 
Executive Director (Education and Youth Employment)

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR WASTE AND RECYCLING COLLECTIONS 
(MAINLAND AND CUMBRAE)

Over the festive period the following collection days will change for the blue, grey 
and brown bins.
If your normal collection day does not fall on these days it will be unaffected and 
remain the same

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day
Monday 25 December 2017 Saturday 23 December 2017

Tuesday 26 December 2017 Sunday 24 December 2017

Monday 1 January 2018 Saturday 30 December 2017

Tuesday 2 January 2018 Sunday 31 December 2017

Please put your bin our for 7am on the morning of your collection.
The actual time of collection may vary during the festive period. If adverse weather 
affects your area we will return to uplift your bin when possible.
The last special uplift collection for 2017 will be on Friday 22 December 2017. Special 
uplift bookings for the new year will start on 8 January 2018.
Large flat packed cardboard can be placed next to your blue bin on the day of 
collection over the festive period.
Please refer to your collection calendar for real Christmas tree uplift dates. Please 
have your tree in sections of 5ft or less.
Household Waste Recycling Centres will be closed Monday 25 and Tuesday 26 
December 2017 and Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 January 2018, but will open as normal 
every other day.
The contact telephone number for North Ayrshire Council Waste Collection Service 
over the festive period is 01294 310000 or visit our website 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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CHURCH NOTICES

MEMORIAM

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson 

Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the churches at the following 
times to which all are invited.

Sunday 31st December 
Pirnmill, and Lochranza 

Churches Together - 10.15am, 
Morning Worship at

Pirnmill Church
Shiskine Church - 12noon, 

Morning worship.  
Brodick Church - 10.30am, 

Morning worship.  
Corrie Church - 11.30am, 
Prayer meeting. 12noon, 

Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 31st December
11am. Holy Communion. 

Mr John Roberts. 
Coffee after

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND 

(continuing)
Sunday 31st December 
Morning Service 11am 

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick 

Monday 1st January 
New Year Service. 11am

5 Glen Road, Brodick 
All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Kilmory linked with Lamlash 

‘A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share’

Sunday 31st December
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10 am, 
Lamlash - 11.30 am. 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakes meet every Sunday 
at 11am

For meeting venue ring – 
830622 or 820223

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 31st December
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson at 10.30am.

  Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the

service. All most welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 31st December 

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 31st December 
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 31st December 
Sunday Mass 11am

Shiskine Golf Club
Tuesday December 26, 
Boxing Day Charity Texas 
Scramble. 

A total of 12 teams played 
on a fi ne day and everyone 
had fun. 
 Longest drive: @2nd 
Ghislaine Taylor, @9th 
Ian McLaren. Nearest the 
pin: @4th Aileen Lato-
na, @10th David Tod and 
@12th Colin Rutterford. 
 Winning team were Para’s 
Troopers consisting of Alan 
Bannatyne, Joe Faulkner, 
Jayne Faulkner and Gavin 
Faulkner. Well done!

Thursday December 21, 
ladies 12 Hole Medal, 10 
Played, par 44, CSS 43. 
1 Esther Henderson 55-
16=39, 2 Carole Stewart 
55-11=44. Scratch Kema 
Genda 54.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday December 20, 
12 hole stableford. 1 D 
Robertson 27pts. Magic 
twos B Mcgunnigle and D 
Roxburgh.

Sunday December 24, 
Brandon Qualifi er, fi ve 
played, NQ. 1 Bob McCrae 
74-8=66, 2 Iain Sillars 90-
15=75. Scratch Bob Mc-
Crae 74.

Fixtures: Sunday Decem-
ber 31, Sweep, (possibly 
Winter Cup) 9am and noon. 
Monday January 1, New 

Para’s Troopers, the winning team at the Shiskine Texas Scramble held on Boxing Day.

Year bottle. Arrange own 
games or draw at noon. 
Tuesday January 2, course 
backwards. Arrange own 
games or draw at noon.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Tuesday December 26, 
Boxing Day sweep. On 
a beautiful Boxing Day 
morning, only four played 
in the annual Boxing Day 
sweep. 

The winner on a fi ne 39 
points was Jamie Macpher-
son.
 The names of the oth-
ers and, more interestingly 
their scores, are available 
at the clubhouse on pay-
ment of a nominal fee. On 
payment of a slightly larger 
fee, this information can be 
withheld.

Fixtures: Sunday De-

cember 31, Sunday sweep, 
10am draw, traditional nine  
hole cross country. Tues-
day January 2, Ne’erday 
1/2 bottle, 10am draw.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday December 21, 
Yellow Medal. 1 Alan 
Smith 73-11=62 better last 
6 over, 2 Q J Young 76-
14=62 BIH over, 3 Andy 
Smith. Magic Twos A 
Wales @5th and @9th.

Tuesday December 26 
Boxing Day bottle, Stable-
ford. 1 I Bremner 39pts, 
2 Paul Cowan 32pts BIH 
over Dougie MacFarlane 
and Alan Smith.

Scratch Dougie MacFar-
lane 33pts. Magic Twos 
Scott Campbell @16th, 
Dougie MacFarlane @2nd.

Fixtures: Sunday Decem-

ber 31, Medal, 9.30am and 
noon. Tuesday January 2, 
course backwards, 10.30am 
for 11am, followed by New 
Year Dance with Tom 
McGarrigle, 9pm to 1am. 
Thursday January 4, Yel-
low Medal, 11am.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday December 19, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup. CSS 
65, R/O. 1 J Pennycott 
34pts, 2 C Laing 33 BIH, 3 
P Betley 33.

Fixtures: Tuesday Janu-
ary 2, Winter Cup. Satur-
day January 6, Lochranza 
Hotel Cup.

Corrie Golf Club
Fixture: Monday January 
1, Ne’erday meeting, draw 
takes place 11.15am for a 
shotgun start at 11.30am.

Narrow win for Armitage in charity match

Spectators line the � eld to support their family and 
friends. 02_B52footy02

An acrobatic dive could not prevent this Armitage 
goal. 02_B52footy03

Armitage players are doused in champagne to cele-
brate their victory. 02_B52footy07

A County Carpets attempt at goal goes over the bar. 
02_B52footy05

Holy Isle 
emergency
There was praise for the 
Arran RNLI after their 
quick response to a call out 
on Wednesday to a medical 
emergency on Holy Isle.

The crew of the Rachel 
Hedderwick mustered and 
attended to a young lad who 
had taken ill and which saw 
him fl own to hospital with 
suspected appendicitis. 

Afterward a post on social 
media said: ‘The crew dealt 
with the situation brilliant-
ly and professionally. You 
guys rock.’

It has been a busy year for 
the Arran RNLI with over 
23 call outs so far which 
have ranged from medi-
cal emergencies to strick-
en vessels and an aircraft 
crash.    

In loving Memory of David.
Beloved husband of Helen 

and loving father, grand-father and 
great grand-father of the Macfarlane 

family.
Died 29th December 2016.

Sadly missed
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A look back at 2017 – 

JANUARY – Arran’s young footballers enjoyed a feast of football at the start of the year 
when Arran United FC hosted St Cadoc’s Youth Club from Newton Mearns. 01_B52sport01

FEBRUARY – Trophy winners for the 2016 season received their prizes at the annual 
dinner and prizegiving by Brodick Bowling Club. 

MARCH – 
Neil Hunter 
achieved a 
lifetime ambi-
tion to be part 
of the British 
America’s Cup 
senior sailing 
team – Land 
Rover BAR. 
Here skipper 
and principal 
Sir Ben Ainslie 
presents him 
with his senior 
shirt. 

JANUARY – Arran High School pupils enjoyed another winter sports trip to Lillehammer 
in Norway over the new year period. 

FEBRUARY – Ross 
Dobson, an S4 
pupil at Arran High 
was selected by 
Sportscotland as 
the school’s � rst 
young ambassador 
of the month. Ross 
Dobson is congrat-
ulated by head 
teacher Barry Smith 
and active schools 
co-ordinator Archie 
McNicol. 01_B52sport04

APRIL – After just three seasons, Arran Ladies Hockey Club victoriously topped the 
Women’s West District League Division 4 table. 01_B52sport06
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January to June
APRIL – Arran 
RFC made 
it to the 
semi-� nals but 
Glasgow Accies 
emerged as 
the champions 
at the Arran 
Rugby Sevens 
held in Brodick. 
01_B52sport07

MAY – Southend FC kicked o�  their football season by winning the Arran Haulage Cup 
which Danny Head received from sponsor Rachel Armitage of Arran Haulage. 01_B52sport09

MAY – Julie 
Hamill and 
Ruaridh 
Lindsay-Smith 
were declared 
the champions 
after winning 
the most 
medals at the 
Arran schools’ 
swimming gala 
where they 
competed with 
over 100 other 
primary pupils. 
01_B52sport10

APRIL – Runners set o�  on the Ormidale 10K race with entrants coming as far a� eld as 
Manchester to take part in the � rst o�  cial race of the Scottish season.  01_B52sport08

JUNE – The � rst Arran Triathlon Festival attracted a large entry and an opportunity for 
members of the Arran Junior Triathlon Club to compete in their � rst major event on home 
ground.  

JUNE - Arran Coastal Rowing Club hosted its � rst regatta at Lamlash Yacht Club where it 
was joined by six other rowing clubs from across North Ayrshire. 
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Armitage make it a 
charity match double

Armitage and County Carpets with the charity cup. 02_B52footy01

Armitage and Country Carpets 
lined up for the third annual char-
ity football match on Wednesday 
with Armitage winning the trophy 
for the second year running. 

This year’s event was in aid of 
ArCas and the good natured and 
much anticipated match, which 
took place at Sandbraes, Whit-
ing Bay, attracted a large crowd of 
supporters despite freezing condi-
tions.

Equalising
Armitage scored in the fi rst half, 

with County Carpets equalising 
shortly after. 

With the sides level, the teams 
had everything to play for with 
Armitage just managing to 
squeeze another one in before the 
half time whistle.

The second half, while fi lled 
with many attempts and near 

Armitage Groundworks 2
County Carpets 1

misses, remained goal-less leav-
ing the score line at 2-1 in Armit-
age’s favour. Post game, the teams 
congratulated each other before 
the Armitage players soaked each 
other with champagne before re-
tiring to the Shurig Bar at Felic-
ity’s where a dinner, prizegiving 
and raffl e took place, along with 
various pub games.

Included in the raffl e was a 
signed Glasgow Warriors shirt or-
ganised by Warrior James Mal-
colm and a signed Kilmarnock 
football shirt and Rangers foot-
ball, also signed, which were ar-
ranged by Alan Murray and 
Bobby McCrae. The event was 
organised by Danny Head and 
Gavin McCrae who were thanked 
for their efforts. 

Previous years’ recipients of the 
charity match proceeds have in-
cluded a Scottish mental health 
charity and Arran Heartstart.

More photos on page 17
Danny Head of the Football Association presents Gavin McCrae and Armitage players with 
the charity cup. 02_B52footy06
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