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The cast of Beauty and the Beast take the curtain call at the end of a terri� c Christmas show staged at the community theatre by the 
Lamlash Drama Club and Friends last weekend. For more pictures, see the centre spread. 

ArranCard
will be an 
island first
Arran will be the fi rst is-
land in Scotland, if not the 
UK, to launch a single des-
tination payment card to be 
called the ArranCard.

VisitArran has announced 
the development of the 
card, which it plans to 
launch in late March next 
year after securing fund-
ing from Argyll and the 
Isles, North Ayrshire Coun-
cil and the Scottish Rural 
Network.

The ArranCard will be 
able to be used in a variety 
of businesses island-wide 
and its purpose is to sim-
plify spending for the vis-
itor as well as doubling up 
as an ideal gift option for 
friends. Anyone with a card 
will be able to use it to pay 
for accommodation, dining, 
retail, activities and attrac-
tions – anywhere as long 
as the business has a cred-
it card facility and is signed 
up to the scheme. 

A website will offer a list 
of participating business-
es and the balance on the 
card itself. Unlike existing 
gift vouchers that many local 
businesses offer, the Arran-
Card will be able to be split 
between different businesses 
and organisations as the user 
sees fi t. The card will initial-
ly be marketed throughout 
mainland Scotland.

Ambitious plans have been 
revealed to invest £13 mil-
lion in a bid to secure 
Ardrossan’s ferry link to 
Arran.

Details of the blueprint, 
which lists a series of 
planned improvements to 
transform Ardrossan into 
one of Scotland’s lead-
ing ferry ports and trans-
port hubs, were given the 
go-ahead by North Ayrshire 
councillors on Wednesday.

£13m harbour boost
The radical master-

plan lays out in bold terms 
how the port of Ardros-
san would become a 21st-
century regional transport 
interchange serving south-
west Scotland and offering 
world-class reliability in all 
weathers.

But without a new break-
water, which terminal 
owner Peel Ports has 
ruled out, as reported in 
last week’s Banner, oppo-
nents have questioned these 
claims.

The council says it will 
work with Peel Ports to im-

prove the marine and land 
infrastructure around the 
harbour – with the aim of 
securing the Ardrossan to
Brodick ferry service for 
years to come.

The proposals tabled in-
clude a new linkspan, re-
pairs to the harbour wall 
and fenders, improved nav-
igational infrastructure, a 
new terminal building, car 
park improvements, better 
access and improved pub-
lic realm links to Ardrossan 
town centre.

At Wednesday’s meet-
ing, councillors heard that 

a long-term commitment 
from the Scottish Govern-
ment to secure the existing 
ferry routes from Ardros-
san to Brodick and Camp-
beltown would be the key 
trigger for releasing £100 
million worth of investment 
in Ardrossan and the wider 
area over the next 20 years 
– including harbour im-
provements, marina exten-
sion, modern housing and 
new secondary school.

The move comes after 
Associated British Ports 
made an offer to the Scot-
tish Government to relocate 

the Arran ferry service to its 
harbour at Troon, which is 
presently under considera-
tion along with the Ardros-
san plan.

Councillors were told that 
a move to Troon would 
jeopardise the investment 
plans due to the impact on 
investor confi dence in the 
town.

North Ayrshire Council 
leader Joe Cullinane said: 
‘These exciting and ambi-
tious proposals were un-
der discussion long before 
ABP made its predatory bid 

Continued on page 2

FREE INSIDE Your 2017 
Arran Banner 
wall calendar

Merry Christmas to all our readers and advertisers

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

PUBLIC HELP LINES
ACTION ON DEPRESSION 0808 802 2020 
www.actionondepression.org   
BREATHING SPACE 0800 83 85 87
www.breathingspacescotland.co.uk  
CHILDLINE 0800 11 11
www.childline.org.uk   
CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SCOTLAND 0845 600 2227 
www.crusescotland.org.uk
SAMARITANS 08457 90 90 90
www.samaratins.org    
TOUCHED BY SUICIDE 01294 229087
www.touchedbysuicidescotland.org   
YOUNGMINDS 020 7336 8445
www.youngminds.org.uk

Continued from page 1
and confi rm the commit-
ment from both the coun-
cil and Peel Ports to provide 
the best possible service 
for users of the Arran and 
Campbeltown ferries.

‘This £13 million invest-
ment will completely trans-
form the harbour area and 
ensure it is ready for the 
new ferry arriving in sum-
mer 2018. The investment 
will deliver an enhanced 
passenger experience, dra-
matically improved facili-
ties and infrastructure, and 
– most importantly of all – 
better reliability and greater 
resilience in poor weather. 

‘This would also be the 
catalyst for further mas-
sive investment in the wider 
Ardrossan area – allow-
ing improved links between 
the harbour and the town, 
and helping to regenerate 
an area which would suffer 
terribly, both economically 
and socially, if the ferry ser-
vices were taken away.’

Meanwhile, ABP says re-
liability and frustration over 
lack of investment are Ar-
ran islanders’ key concerns 
for the ferry link after it held 
two consultation sessions 
on Arran last week.

Scores of islanders attend-

Representatives from North 
Ayrshire Council and Peel 
Ports met Transport and 
Islands Minister Humza 
Yousaf  at Cunninghame 
House in Irvine on Monday 
to present their case for re-
taining the ferry route from 
Ardrossan to Brodick.

Talking about the meet-
ing, council leader Joe Cull-
inane said: ‘We are delight-
ed to welcome the transport 
minister to discuss our am-
bitious investment plans for 
the regeneration of the Ar-
drossan harbour area.

Social case
‘We are also taking this 

opportunity to put forward 
the overwhelming econom-
ic and social case for keep-
ing the route A to B – Ar-
drossan to Brodick.’

During the meeting, the 
council leader handed the 
minister more than 600 let-
ters of support for retaining 
the ferry service at Ardros-
san, signed by members 

CalMac warns 
of festive 
weather 
disruptions 
Ferry operator CalMac is 
warning anyone planning 
to travel by ferry this hol-
iday weekend that strong 
winds are forecast in many 
parts of its network, lead-
ing to possible disruption 
of ferry services.

Operations director Drew 
Collier said: ‘Weather 
forecasts for the west of 
Scotland are predicting a 
stormy week for many, 
especially as we near the 
weekend when people will 
be travelling for Christmas. 
We will review sailings on 
a case by case basis.’ 

CalMac is advising 
ferry travellers to check its 
website www.calmac.co.uk 
for the latest information or 
via its smartphone app or 
on Twitter.

Left to right: SNP group leader Willie Gibson, Doug 
Coleman of Peel Ports, Transport minister Humza 
Yousaf; North Ayrshire Council leader Joe Cullinane 
and Alex Gallagher, cabinet member for economy. 

of the public, community 
groups and businesses. A 
further 2,400 letters have 
been emailed directly to the 
minister’s offi ce.

The minister also held 
meetings with businesses 

and community groups, in-
cluding the representatives 
of the Arran Ferry Commit-
tee who are supporting the 
retention of Ardrossan, pro-
vided there is port redevel-
opment. 

£13m boost 
for harbour

ed the drop-in sessions at 
Brodick and Blackwater-
foot to hear more about pro-
posals to relocate to Troon.

ABP has promised to invest 
£8 million in new facilities at 
its port, which, it says, has a 
sheltered harbour and prom-
ises a transformation in the 
quality and reliability of ser-
vice for islanders.

Islanders told of plans left 
in ruins, hospital appoint-
ments missed, businesses 
damaged and holidays 
spoiled when the Ardrossan 
service failed. They also 
complained of a poor stand-
ard of facilities and a his-
tory of under investment.

Stuart Cresswell, port 
manager for Ayr and Troon, 
said: ‘Thank you to every-
one who took the time to 
come along. There has 
been a signifi cant degree 
of misinformation reported 
around our proposals for 
Troon, so it was great to be 
able to explain the facts to 
the people who need to hear 
them most fi rst hand.

‘We had a warm recep-
tion from the people of 
Arran, who genuinely wel-
come our proposals and the 
opportunity to discuss them 
informally. Many reported 
bitter experiences with the 

current service and deep 
frustration at the long his-
tory of under-investment. 

‘ABP understands how 
important the ferry service 
is for the people of Arran 
and we were able to explain 
how our proposals mean 
fewer cancellations, new 
facilities and faster travel 
times thanks to superior 
transport connections.

‘Troon represents a better 
deal for the people of Ar-
ran. And because ABP will 
fund all investment itself, 
Troon is clearly a better 
deal for the Scottish Gov-
ernment as well.’

ABP plans to hold further 
consultation sessions in the 
New Year.

Transport minister hears the
case for ‘Keeping it A to B’ 
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T

Call 01770 302968

A VERY MERRY CHIRTMAS FROM ALL OF US

Lamlash Christmas 
bonanza 

Having your face painted 
as Rudolf for a reasonable 
25p. 01_B52lamlash05

Lamlash Primary School’s 
annual Christmas Bonanza 
took place last Friday when 
pupils manned stalls and 
performed for visitors. 

The event, which raises 
funds for the school and for 
the early years class, fea-
tured bric-a-brac stalls, arts 
and crafts stalls, face paint-
ing and children’s games. 

Along with the teas and 
coffees on offer, visitors 
enjoyed a large selection 
of home-baking and music 

performed by the pupils in 
the school hall. 

Pupils dressed up in 
Christmas jumpers and en-
joyed singing Christmas 
carols along with other fes-
tive events that took place 
during classes over the last 
week. 

Primary one and two pu-
pils have also been learning 
about other cultures, reli-
gions and celebrations in-
cluding Diwali and Hanuk-
kah.

Alyssa McGarrie, Eva 
Devisme and Keira Willis 
did a roaring trade with 
the arts and crafts made 
by the pupils. 01_B52lamlash01

Primary one and two pupils wore Christmas jumpers to the fayre. 01_B52lamlash02

The home-baking stall was popular 
among pupils and parents. 
01_b52lamlash03

Pupils help early years practitioner 
Shona Stewart at one of the stalls.
01_b52lamlash04 
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

The Dutch brand Batavus bicycle which has gone 
missing from Rosaburn Lodge. 

Ex-care home employee backs 
call for independent inquiry
A former employee is sup-
porting a demand for an 
independent inquiry into 
North Ayrshire Council af-
ter fi ve care staff were dis-
missed or suspended from 
their jobs.

He claims the Montrose 
House care home in Brod-
ick has seen a high turnover 
of staff from the mainland 
in recent months and backs 
the Church of Scotland pe-
tition which has been sent 
to the council.

The former employee, 
who asked not to be named, 
said: ‘I would like to thank 
the Rev Adamson and the 
Church of Scotland for 
launching a petition sup-
porting fi ve senior carers, 
dismissed or suspended 
from Montrose House.

‘Contrary to North Ayr-
shire Council’s policy and 
statement in The Banner, 
none of the carers have re-
ceived any form of sup-
port from any level of man-
agement. The two staff 

appealing dismissal were 
informed their tracked and 
signed-for letters had not 
been received. 

‘North Ayrshire Council 
claim ‘we always put our 
service users’ interests fi rst. 
For instance, in the past res-
idents enjoyed frequent mi-
ni-bus trips which promot-
ed participation within the 
wider community. Sadly 
these trips are now few and 
far between.

Consistency
‘One principle of the Na-

tional Care Standards is the 
right to consistency of care. 
This basic requirement is 
being disregarded by re-
locating a constant turno-
ver of unfamiliar staff from 
mainland Ayrshire.

‘The care staff of Mon-
trose House had always 
been held in high regard 
by residents and their rela-
tives for their care and ded-
ication, often working un-
der pressure due to staffi ng 
issues.

‘The community is in 
a state of perplexity and 
needs answers to the mo-
tives behind North Ayrshire 
Council’s actions. I hope 
the council will agree to an 
independent inquiry, in an 
effort to restore public con-
fi dence.

‘Care Inspectorate re-
ports can be viewed on-
line and reveal North Ayr-
shire Council management 
and leadership have almost 
consistently received low 
grades over a number of 
years as this ongoing pro-
cess has now lasted eight 
months. I wonder what the 
cost will be to the tax pay-
er?’

A spokesman for North 
Ayrshire Council said: 
‘The care and wellbeing of 
our residents is always our 
number one priority and 
we ensure they experience 
fi rst-class care at its very 
best.

‘As part of this, we pro-
vide a vast range of recrea-

tional activities at Montrose 
House including outings to 
Blackwaterfoot, car trips, 
movie nights, fi sh and chips 
evenings, parties for events 
such as birthdays, Christ-
mas or Hallowe’en, bingo, 
barbecues, cheese and wine 
events, manicures, pam-
per days, games and much 
more.

‘It is untrue to say that 
Montrose House has a high 
turnover of staff. Like any 
other place of work, mem-
bers of staff will leave for a 
variety of reasons and their 
position will be fi lled. The 
turnover of staff at Mon-
trose House is not out of the 
ordinary and gives no cause 
for concern.

‘Our ambition for Mon-
trose House and Stronach 
Day Care Centre is to en-
sure our residents benefi t 
from care and support tar-
geted at and tailored to their 
specifi c needs and prefer-
ences.

‘We believe we are now 

moving in the right direc-
tion and this would appear 
to be confi rmed by the most 
recent Care Inspectorate re-
port, following their un-
announced inspection of 
Montrose House in Septem-
ber 2016.

‘The report from that vis-

it highlights the improve-
ment in management and 
leadership at the facility. 
When they return in a few 
months’ time, we are con-
fi dent they will see further 
improvements that enhance 
the quality of life for resi-
dents.’

Guest house owner Paul Heivers has made a polite appeal 
for the return of his wife Leen’s bike that was taken from 
their home last Wednesday night.

While Paul could be ranting and raving over the loss 
of the bike, he instead asked The Banner team to remind 
whoever took it to return it.

Paul, of Rosaburn Lodge in Brodick said: ‘My wife’s 
bike was taken from under the carport. Can I request the 
person who took it be so kind as to return it. My wife’s bi-
cycle is part of her daily life.’

And in a courteous manner, he concluded: ‘Many thanks 
in advance.’ The bicycle is a Dutch brand Batavus with a 
grey metal shopping basket at the front and two blue car-
rier bags at the back.

Plea for the return of bike

Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year to all our customers

We wish all our customers a very Merry 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year
Best wishes from all at Armitage
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Shiskine Primary School 
pupils got into the spirit of 
Christmas last Friday when 
they hosted a bake-off and 
Christmas jumper day. 

Children wore brightly 
coloured festive jumpers 
and submitted entries for 
the bake-off competition.

Proceeds from the event 
went to the charity Save the 
Children which hosts a na-
tionwide Christmas jump-
er day. 

Entries for the bake-off 
were judged in three cate-
gories; shortbread, ginger-
bread structure and dec-
orated Christmas cake. 
Children could enter in two 
categories, a decorated bis-
cuit for the infants and a 
decorated cup cake for sen-
ior pupils.   

The school, which also 

Fine festive jumpers and
marvellous baking creations

Eilidh Hamill won the 
decorated Christmas 
cake category.

Shiskine Primary School pupils donned their festive jumpers in aid of Save the 
Children.

Carol Shaw took � rst 
place in the gingerbread 
structure category with 
her gingerbread wreath. 

Pupils inspect the 
baking entries as the 
winners are selected. 

Proud senior pupil 
winner Lily Currie with 
her decorated cup cake.

Ava McNeish, with her 
pug inspired jumper, 
won the infant category 
with her decorated 
biscuit.

hosts an annual Hallowe’en 
bake-off competition, re-
ceived a large amount of 
entries for the festive event 
with many pupils taking 
part alongside parents and 
grandparents.
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It pays to advertise in the Banner

JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

RAPTORS ON 
THE WING

JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

RAPTORS ON 

Wild 
Perthshire

WIN 
A LUXURY SCOTTISH 
ISLAND CRUISE 
FOR TWO 

RAPTORS ON RAPTORS ON 

Wild Wild Wild Wild 
PerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshire

www.scottishfield.co.uk

20202020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S FINANCES

A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

LEADING CHEF
ANDREW 
FAIRLIE ON WHY 

PERTH WAS THE 

PERFECT PLACE 

TO GROW UP

THE SEASICK FISHERMAN
STONEHAVEN 
FIREBALL FESTIVAL

Club draw 
winners 
The winners of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 200 
Club  draw for November 
were: fi rst prize, Marion 
Gentleman, second prize, 
Avril Kerr.

The rescue team meet up with the bomb disposal 
team on the Boguillie. Photo Ewan McKinnon

Bird fl u prevention zone set up

The Arran Brewery’s fl ag-
ship bottled brand – Arran 
Blonde – is out of stock 
and will not be back in 
stock until after Christmas.

Managing  director Ger-
ald Michaluk said: ‘I can 
only apologise to our cus-
tomers. We simply could 
not keep up with demand 
for Arran Blonde. We have 
lots of other brands avail-
able, including our Christ-
mas ale Arran Fireside 
with its fresh ginger notes, 
Sleeping Warrior, ID or 
Black IPA, and all our oth-
er brands. 

‘We are turning away or-

The results of the third 
round of the Boyd Trophy 
recently held at Brodick 
on Thursday December 8 

Market report
United Auction at Stir-
ling had forward 787 store 
cattle and cast cows and 
5,632 prime sheep. Lead-
ing prices were as follows; 
Cows: Birchburn £955, 
134ppk. Store cattle: Haw-
thorn (CH) £910, 201ppk. 
Calves: Hillhead (AA) 
£680, 202ppk, Hillhead 
(AA) £630, 198ppk, Glen-
kiln (AA) £610, 211ppk, 
Glenkiln (AA) £560, 
206ppk.

Prime lambs: Craigdhu 
(Tex) £78, Drumnaghinier 
(Suff) £72, Ceither Gaoithe 
(EasyCare) £44.50, Glen-
kiln (BF) £44.50. Ewes: 
Auchenhew (Chev/Mule) 
£80, Auchenhew (Mule) 
£56.00, Braehead (Easy-
Care) £51. 

Brewery runs 
out of Blonde

ders worth over £20,000 for 
Arran Blonde and this will 
hurt us in 2017 as they are 
mainly supermarkets as we 
gave priority to wholesalers 
and our  independent retail-
ers. The last of the blonde 
shipped this year was our 
craft Blonde unfi ltered, un-
pasteurised natural beer – a 
real Christmas Treat.’

The brewery recently 
completed phase one of a 
£450,000 planned upgrade. 
However, it has experi-
enced problems with its fi ll-
ing equipment, which has, 
according to Mr Michaluk, 
been ‘a very bad experi-

ence’ and says he would not 
recommend the equipment 
to fellow brewers. 

However, he added: ‘We 
do have the main bottling 
line in production on the 
island so beers are now 
brewed and bottled on Ar-
ran.’

The current brewery in 
Brodick was founded in 
2000 and is one of the older,
more stabilised craft beer 
producers in Scotland. The 
brewery has tours daily at 
2pm and has various tast-
ing and meet the brewery 
events scheduled on the 
mainland throughout 2017.

A prevention zone has been 
put in place across North 
Ayrshire and Scotland 
which requires all poul-
try and captive birds to be 
kept indoors after a strain 
of highly pathogenic bird 
fl u (HPAI) H5N8 was iden-
tifi ed on a turkey farm in 
Lincolnshire. 

While further tests are be-
ing carried out to confi rm 
precise details, the disease 
outbreaks have been con-

fi rmed in poultry and wild 
birds in several countries 
across Europe. The pre-
vention zone requires all 
poultry and captive birds 
to be kept separate from 
wild birds and bird keepers 
must apply heightened bio-
security measures.

In Lincolnshire, a 3km 
protection zone and a 10km 
surveillance zone have been 
put in place around the 
premises, which restrict the 
movement of poultry, car-
casses, eggs, used poultry 
litter and manure, and re-
stricts bird gatherings with-
in that area. 

On Arran, bird keepers are 
reminded of the importance 
of excellent biosecurity and 
anyone who suspects an an-
imal may be affected by a 
notifi able disease must re-
port it to their local Animal 
Plant and Health Agency 
offi ce. Contact details can 
be found at www.defra.gov.
uk/ahvla-en/about-us/con-
tact-us/fi eld-services. 

More information about 
avian infl uenza, includ-
ing biosecurity guidance, 
is available from the Scot-
tish Government website 
www.scotland.gov.uk/avian 
infl uenza.

The Arran Mountain Res-
cue Team were called out 
on Tuesday December 13 
when they provided assis-
tance for the Royal Navy 
Bomb Disposal Unit to deal 
with an unexploded shell 

Unexploded shell destroyed
which had been found on 
the Laggan face.
 The team’s Argocat was 
utilised to transfer them to 
the location and the shell 
was then destroyed with ex-
plosives.

Arran Bridge results
were as follows: 1 Tricia 
Martin and Douglas Ham-
ilton, 2 Margaret McGill 
and Jessmay Peacock, 3 
Janie Maclure and Anne 
McKelvie.
 The results of the match 
points competition held at 
Lamlash on Monday De-
cember 12 were as fol-
lows: 1 Jan and John  
Beattie, 2 Brenda Living-
stone and Morag Gardner, 
3 Tricia Martin and David 
Campbell.
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The children of Whiting Bay Primary School performed ‘Cinderella and 
Rockerfella’ to a packed audience in Whiting Bay village hall earlier this month. 
The children performed well and were all stars.

In the weeks leading up to 
Christmas, it is hard to avoid 
Christmas shopping. 

Presents and gifts for loved 
ones have to be sourced and 
bought and the shops are 
busier now than at any other 
time of the year.

Whilst on holiday in Ar-
magh recently, amid all the 
hustle and bustle of a Sat-
urday Christmas shopping, 
a neon sign on a Christian 
book shop caught my eye. It 
proclaimed in fl ashing lights 
‘Jesus - the reason for the 
season’.

That reminded me of anoth-
er statement, which caught 
the attention of the late pro-
fessor Willie Barclay of Trin-
ity College, Glasgow Uni-
versity, whilst he was staying 
at Canadian Youth Hostel in 
Hamilton Ontario. Cut out 
of a local newspaper, it had 

The reason for 
the season

been pinned to the notice 
board and headed ‘One sol-
itary life’. It read: ‘Here is a 
man who was born of Jew-
ish parents in an obscure vil-
lage, the child of a peasant 
woman. He grew up in an-
other obscure village. He 
worked in a carpenter’s shop 
until he was 30 and then, for 
three years, he was an itiner-
ant preacher.

‘He never wrote a book, he 
never held an offi ce, he nev-
er owned a home. He never 
had a family. He never went 
to college. He never put his 
foot inside a big city. He nev-
er travelled 200 miles from 
the place where he was born. 
He never did one of these 
things that usually accompa-
ny greatness. He had no cre-
dentials but himself.

‘He had nothing to do with 
this world, except the na-

ked power of his personal-
ity. While still a young man 
the tide of popular opinion 
ran against him. His friends 
ran away. One of them de-
nied him. He was turned 
over to his enemies. He went 
through the mockery of a tri-
al.

‘He was nailed to a cross, 
between two thieves. While 
he was dying, his execu-
tioners gambled for the only 
piece of property he had on 
earth - his coat. When he was 
dead he was taken down and 
laid in a borrowed grave, 
through the pity of a friend.

‘Twenty wide centuries 
have come and gone, and to-
day he is at the centre-piece 
of the human race.’

This is a very beautiful de-
scription of the life of Jesus  
whose birthday is ‘the reason 
for the season’.

Please
put your bin

out for 7am on
the morning

of your
collection

Please
t your bin
fofof r 7am on

SEASON’S GREETINGS
from Waste Resources
Over the festive period collection days for your
blue and grey bins will change. 

The actual time of your bin collection may vary during the
festive period. If adverse weather affects your area we will
return to upli� your bin when possible.

The Household Waste Recycling Centre will be closed on
Sunday 25, Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 December
2016 and Sunday 1, Monday 2 and Tuesday 3 January
2017, but will open as normal every other day. If you
have a real Christmas tree you can recycle this at the
Household Waste Recycling Centre. You don’t need to
book in advance.

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day
Monday 26 December 2016                Wednesday 28 December 2016
Tuesday 27 December 2016                 Thursday 29 December 2016
Wednesday 28 December 2016       Friday 30 December 2016
Monday 2 January 2017 Wednesday 4 January 2017
Tuesday 3 January 2017 Thursday 5 January 2017
Wednesday 4 January 2017                    Friday 6 January 2017

Right Stuff
Cardboard
Paper and cards
Plastic bottles/trays
Aluminium cans
and many more items

Top tips
for recycling
in your blue

bin
Wrong Stuff
Plastic bags
Polystyrene
Electrical items
Black bin bags
Nappies
Textiles

For more information on recycling visit
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/recycling

t: 01770 600 338

North Ayrshire recycled 56% of household waste last year. We are
currently one of the top performing local authority areas in Scotland for
recycling. Thank you for your efforts and let's keep up the good work.

A Christmas message from the Rev Angus Adamson
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 
only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not per-
ish but have eternal life.’ (John 3: 16)

Doing their best
Sir,
What a headline in last 
week’s Banner - ‘Ayrshire 
and Arran NHS nation’s 
worst’. 

On behalf of myself, my 
wife and I am sure many 
others, the service we have 
received in Arran, in Cross-
house, Ayr and elsewhere 
has been second to none.

After a diagnosis I had 
an appointment with a spe-
cialist and treatment which 
started almost immediately. 
Even my son visiting from 
abroad was given as good a 
service in an emergency. In 
all my treatments personnel 
from offi ce staff to nurses 
and doctors that I have dealt 
with have been brilliant in 
their understanding of my 
needs. 

Everything I have re-
quired has been supplied. 

Let’s remember that cost 
to the patient is never an 
issue. Try to get this kind 
of service in the USA for 
instance. Perhaps in this 
country the NHS is taken 
too much for granted and 
newspapers fi nd that sen-
sational headlines increase 
their circulation. In this 
case the Banner should be 
apologising to all the hard 
working NHS staff who are 
doing their best and are not 
personally responsible for 
any problems within the or-
ganisation.

Yours,
Alistair Glen
Balgowan

Clear support
Sir, 
I was surprised at the tone 
of your report on the meet-
ing organised by NAC re-
garding the mainland ferry 
port proposals. 

It is clear that anyone who 
seeks to undermine Ardros-
san’s case is unwitting-
ly giving ammunition to 
ABP’s Troon proposal and 
that was perhaps the case 
for some who came along. 

Most of the audience were 
clear in their support for Ar-
drossan - the subject of sev-
eral contributions from the 
fl oor. Not a single voice ad-
vocated a move, including 
occasional traveller Neil 
Arthur who was given the 
fl oor at least twice despite 
his negative interruptions. 
He and a few others pre-
ferred to take pops at Peel 
Ports and the council - easy 
targets but making a case 
we must support if we are 
to maintain our own inter-
ests as well as those of our 
disadvantaged Ardrossan 
neighbours. 

None of the sceptics were 
brave enough to admit they 
might prefer posh Troon as 
a port rather than down at 
heel Ardrossan, leaving a 
more reliable service as the 
only possible advantage to 
a change. 

Anyone can see the jour-
ney to Troon will be longer 
and therefore more expen-
sive to run. 

ABP are stating at their 
‘well-managed’ drop ins 
there would be no cancella-
tions from Troon and rath-
er childishly extrapolating 
from this that 90 extra sail-
ings a year will result. This 
might lead to some interest-
ing compensation claims if 
they were to be held to such 
a promise. 

The truth bad weather 
will result in cancellations 
wherever the mainland port 
is located. 

If you don’t believe this 
read the Marine Accident 
Investigation into the un-
successful attempts by MV 
Norcape, a large P&O ro-ro 
ferry, to dock, with tug as-
sistance, in Troon on No-
vember 26 and 27 2011. 

Yours,
Colin Turbett
Shiskine

We need truth  
Sir,
I was unable to attend ei-
ther of the meetings about 
a potential move of the 

mainland ferry terminal to 
Troon, but was interested 
to read the coverage in your 
pages.

What a difference. One 
meeting controlled by hec-
toring politicos out to rub-
bish the opposition and not 
allowing the public to speak 
for as long as promised, the 
other apparently dignifi ed 
and informative. Howev-
er, I fi nd it strange the ferry 
operator was present at nei-
ther. Was this by choice or 
diktat? 

I have through your col-
umns previously asked for 
facts. Instead we still get 
unreferenced outpourings. 
How will a new terminal 
building, better roads, no 
dredging, an upgraded link-
span and no new breakwa-
ter improve the ability of 
the ferry to berth at Ardros-
san in adverse weather? 

There are no records of 
problems at Ardrossan be-
ing the cause of the ferry 
being unable to berth there.

How many times, in re-
cent months let alone years, 
have there been warnings 
on CalMac’s website of 
possible, and actual, disrup-
tion because of swell con-
ditions or high winds at the 
port? 

What is the source and ba-
sis of the 30 per cent in-
crease in food transporta-
tion costs and loss of up to 
three ferries per day?  

On the employment front, 
according to the Scottish 
government’s latest aver-
age wage fi gures £4.5 mil-
lion would support less than 
170 people, not the ‘hun-
dreds’ of potential job loss-
es reported. The truth is out 
there, can we please have 
it? 

Yours,
P W Yates
Catacol

Passenger ferry
Sir,
Noting the various com-
ments by offi cials and 

members of the Arran com-
munity, it seems obvious 
that nothing will get in the 
way of Ardrossan being 
confi rmed as our mainland 
port of choice. Although the 
antics of its supporters at 
meetings have varied from 
the reasonable to the dis-
graceful, the case for Troon 
is equally diffi cult to sus-
tain. 

The sail will take longer, 
be more expensive and 
present a real bottleneck 
with the proposed shut-
tle buses. It is equally ob-
vious that, having seen off 
Troon, Peel Ports will then 
do nothing effective to im-
prove Ardrossan. 

All the improvements pro-
posed by the harbour man-
ager are cosmetic.

One effective way of im-
proving the service for foot 
passengers, of whom there 
are a great number, and of 
easing the lot of the elderly 
and disabled who represent 
nearly 30 per cent of the is-
land community, is to in-
troduce a small, passenger 
only ferry. This need not 
be bought, since there must 
be many for hire available 
across the world. 

A small ferry would be 
able to get into any number 
of mainland ports, especial-
ly Fairlie, a good all-weath-
er harbour with effective 
rail connections. The new 
Brodick pier with its fi xed 
easterly ramp would be ide-
al for docking.

Political and commercial 
interests play too large a 
part in this debate. The is-
land is already overcrowd-
ed with vehicles during 
the summer thanks to RET 
and arguably we need less 
‘business’, not more. 

It is time more atten-
tion was given to foot pas-
sengers, especially as their 
needs have been so seri-
ously neglected in the new 
Brodick terminal.

Yours,
Ian Ferguson
High Corrie

Arran’s community spirit shines brightest at Christ-
mas - a time for coming together. 

Over the past few weeks, the Banner has been 
packed with reports on parties, shows, fayres and 
events which have been getting everyone in the fes-
tive mood. 

From young school children to pensioners, there has 
been something for everyone.

What should not be forgotten, however, is the army 
of unsung volunteers who make all this happen.

It is hard to single out one event, but the carol con-
cert at Lamlash Church perhaps best epitomises that 
coming together. More than 100 singers and musi-
cians from all over the island, and from a number 
of groups, joined together in harmony in front of a 
packed congregation

And the Christmas panto - which this year was not 
strictly a panto - is always a great pre-Christmas gath-
ering for the island, setting everyone up for the big 
day. 

Again, weeks and weeks of unseen preparation have 
to go into this for everything to be all right on the 
night.

Around Arran’s churches it is good to see communi-
ty spirit and the healthy number of watchnight servic-
es to see in Christmas Day is to be welcomed. 

In many places on the mainland, these have fallen 
by the wayside as a result of dwindling and older con-
gregations or disruption from revellers, but on Arran 
they are very much alive. There are also many fami-
ly services on Christmas Day for those who want to 
spend a little time remembering the real meaning of 
Christmas. 

Many families will be coming together, with chil-
dren of all ages returning to their parents on the is-
land and others visiting family on the mainland and 
we hope Storm Barbara doesn’t disrupt travel plans.

Arran is a great place at Christmas, indeed you could 
argue all year, but don’t just take our word for it ask 
Robert the Bruce!

We wish all our readers a very Merry Christmas.

Christmas community spirit
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     195

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfi eld.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 December 2016.

WIN 
 AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A LUXURY 

GUESTROOM AT FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS WITH 
FULL SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AND AN EXPRESS 

SPA TREATMENT EACH

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: What is the George Singer 

lighting sculpture called?

Fairmont St Andrews resort has recently completed renovating their 
public areas with a rich colour scheme and nautical elements and a 
lighting installation called Zephyr by George Singer. With over 200 
luxury guestrooms, the resort has a plethora of facilities, including 
two championship golf courses and an indulgent spa. There are 
diverse yet luxurious eating facilities within the resort and the lucky 
winner can be confi dent that they will experience the best of St 
Andrews in luxury surroundings with outstanding service.

Scottish Field has teamed up with Birlinn Ltd to offer one lucky 
reader beautiful books, worth over £100. The collection includes 
The Colouring Book of Scotland by Eilidh Muldoon; the whole sweep 
of Scotland’s story as told by Alistair Moffat in Scotland, A History 
from Earliest Times; Sue Lawrence’s scrumptious Scottish Baking; 
and two beautiful hardbacks about islands. Scotland: Mapping the 
Islands and The Un-Discovered Islands by Malachy Tallack takes the 
reader to imaginary islands, which were ultimately proven not to 
exist. Give them as gifts or keep them all to yourself!

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Who wrote Scotland, A 

History from Earliest Times?

WIN 
£100 OF BIRLINN BOOKS

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

£100 OF BIRLINN BOOKS

WIN 
A GIN CONNOISSEUR TOUR AND CHRISTMAS EDINBURGH GIN FOR FOUR PEOPLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Which three festive botanicals are used in Edinburgh Christmas Gin?

From the modern-day capital of the gin renaissance, 
Edinburgh Gin presents a festive prize that’s bound to be 
on everyone’s wish list.

Simply answer the question below to win a Gin 
Connoisseur Tour for four at the highly rated distillery in 
the West End of Edinburgh. Experience the history of gin, 

followed by an unforgettable tasting of the distinctive 
Edinburgh Gin range. 

The lucky winners will also receive Christmas Edinburgh 
Gin – a jolly tipple distilled with warming frankincense, 
myrrh and nutmeg – to take home.

Sounds like Christmas has come early for gin lovers…   

194-196_sf12.indd   195 26/10/2016   17:49:40

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 
Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL. Closing date is December 31, 2016. Entrants must be 18 or over.Employees of Wyvex Media, the 
competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry 
drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right 
to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. 
This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.

Whiting Bay Thursday 
Lunch Club enjoyed an ex-
tra special musical Christ-
mas lunch at Whiting Bay 
village hall last week with 
help from a grant from Age 
Scotland. 

The group of retirees, who 
meet every fortnight, usu-
ally enjoy a speaker every 
alternate week, however, 
because it is the festive sea-
son, the group was treated 
to a musical performance 
by Arran High School pu-
pils accompanied on key-
boards by music teacher 
James O’Neil. 

Club secretary Peter Ran-

Members of Arran Visual 
Arts who took part in Si-
mon Thorborn’s pottery 
workshop recently were 
glowing in their praise after 
visiting him at his studio in 
Blackwaterfoot.

Over the course of two 
Saturdays, the mostly nov-
ice potters had the opportu-
nity to make a pinch pot, a 
piece built from rolled coils, 
to throw a pot on the wheel  
and to try different glazing 
and fi ring techniques in his 
fascinating studio. 

The most magical kiln fi r-
ing was the hands-on, out-
door rakukiln where they 
burnt horse hair and feath-
ers onto their fi red pots to 

Simon Thorborn with the participants who took 
part in his pottery workshop. 

Potters take to the 
wheel at workshop

create fascinating patterns. 
Lesley Lockhart of Arran 
Visual Arts said: ‘Simon 
was well prepared and very 
patient. He ensured we each 
created two or three fi n-
ished pieces. 

All this was achieved with 
the accompaniment of good 
music, Gina’s home-baking 
and a healthy dose of laugh-
ter. It was a real treat to be 
taught by a potter at the top 
of his craft on our own turf.’

Simon will be doing an-
other workshop next No-
vember. 

Look out for the new AVA 
workshop programme in 
January, available on the 
website and in the library.

Whiting Bay club 
enjoys a musical 
lunch

Lois Ashley performed on the trumpet and soprano 
saxophone. 01_B52lunch02

School musicians entertain the lunch club group. 
01_B52lunch01

Club members enjoy their Christmas lunch. 
01_B52lunch03

dell thanked Mr O’Neil 
who readily agreed to per-
form for the group and 
brought along musicians 
Ross Dobson, who played 
the fi ddle, Lucy Walsh on 
fl ute, Lois Ashley on trum-
pet and Marsha Bain on 
guitar and vocals. 

Thank
President Ann Luttrell 

added: ‘The club thanks 
Age Scotland, Dining In, 
the young musicians and 
Mr O’Neil for making the 
lunch extra special for all 
of our members who thor-
oughly enjoyed them-
selves.’
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There has been widespread 
praise this week for the an-
nual Christmas show of 
Lamlash Drama Club and 
Friends.

This year, in a departure 
from a traditional panto, 
they chose to perform an ad-
aptation of the Walt Disney 
musical romantic fantasy 
Beauty and the Beast.

It is 25 years since the fi lm 
fi rst hit the big screen, but 
has now been adapted for the 
stage. And the players, over 

the three packed nights and 
a Saturday matinee perfor-
mance, kept audiences at the 
Lamlash community theatre 
enthralled.

Indeed, producer and direc-
tor Maureen Smith told the 
Banner this week. ‘Every-
one I have spoken to has told 
me they really enjoyed the 
show. I am being asked how 
we are going to top that next 
year, but I am still recover-
ing from this year.’

The ‘beauty’, Belle, was 

played by the excellent Deb-
orah Robertson and the 
‘beast’ by the always relia-
ble Allan Little. They were 
ably supported by Mark Nel-
son as Gaston, James Smith 
as LeFou, Steve Garraway 
at Maurice, the illuminating 
Sheila Gilmore as Lumiere, 
David Simpkin as Cogs-
worth, Jill McKillop as Mrs 
Potts and Heather Johnston 
as Fifi .

They, along with the 
Bimbettes of Zara Wilson, 

A festive feast from 
Beauty and the Beast

Mrs Potts and her protege are all smiles on stage. 
Photo Gordon Provan

The Bimbettes are impressed by Gaston. 

Lumiere, Belle and Cogsworth in a dramatic scene. 
Photo Gordon Provan 

The Beast, 
Allan Little, 
serenades 
Belle, 
Deborah 
Robertson. 
Photo Gordon Provan.  

It’s behind you ... as Gaston launches an unsuspected 
attack. Photo Gordon Provan. 

The Bimbettes join villagers in celebration. Photo Gordon Provan. 



Arran Banner, Saturday 24 December, 2016  www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS   11

Iona Summer and Charlotte 
McKillop, and Chip, Rosie 
MacNamara, took the lead-
ing parts but all the villagers, 
cronies and chorus played 
their part in making the pro-
duction special. 

There has to be a word of 
praise too for the stage man-
ager, Euan Stout, and all the 
behind-the-scenes support-
ing crew who made the show 
look terrifi c from costumes 
and make-up to the scenery, 
lighting and sound.

A festive feast from 
Beauty and the Beast

LeFou, James Smith, gets up close and personal 
with Gaston, played by Mark Nelson. Photo Gordon Provan

Belle tells a story to two young villagers. 

The Bimbettes in full voice. 

The Beast looks down in the dumps. Photo Gordon Provan 

It’s behind you ... as Gaston launches an unsuspected 
attack. Photo Gordon Provan. 

The Bimbettes join villagers in celebration. Photo Gordon Provan. 
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A recent image of an ageing Robert the Bruce 
showing signs of leprosy which probably killed 
him. It is one of the realistic images which were the 
outcome of a collaboration between historians from 
the University of Glasgow and craniofacial experts 
from Liverpool John Moores University. 

Robert the Bruce spent his 
final Christmas on Arran

By Tommy Gilmore
Many Banner readers, both 
locals and those visiting 
Arran for Christmas, will 
be aware of some of King 
Robert the Bruce’s connec-
tions with the island. The 
King’s Cave, on the west 
coast, and Kings Cross 
point, on the east side, are 
well-known links to the 
king, who saved Scotland 
from subordination by Ed-
ward I of England and his 
son. However, it is less 
well-known that King Rob-
ert spent his last Christmas 
here on Arran.

The earliest noted visit of 
the Bruce to Arran would 
appear to be 1307, at the 
end of his period of hiding, 
after the disastrous rout at 
Methven. This could have 
been when Bruce stayed in 
the King’s Cave and saw 
the spider. The Book of Ar-
ran (Vol 1) says that the 
writer James Robertson in 
his Tour in Scotland (1768) 
refers to the cave as the 
King’s Cave.

The Skirmish at
Brodick Castle

John Barbour in his late 
14th-century epic poem 
The Brus elaborately de-
scribes how an advance 
party of Bruce’s men, fed 
up idling on Rathlin Island, 
off northern Ireland, decid-
ed to make their way to Ar-
ran. The party, command-
ed by Douglas and Robert 
Boyd, the latter of whom 
knew the island, rowed to 
Kintyre and then when ‘the 
nycht wes ner on hand, than 
till Arane thai went thar 
way’. They hid their galley, 
oars and tiller under a brae 
and crossed the island that 
night to hide around Brod-
ick Castle. Brodick Castle 
was held by John de Hast-
ings, a placeman of the 

English king. Douglas and 
Boyd and their men am-
bushed and attacked a party 
of 30 or more, commanded 
by the castle underwarden, 
who were unloading sup-
plies for the castle. This 
would presumably be at the 
north end of Brodick beach, 
or further north-east at the 
bay called the Wine Port. 

The raiding party fell upon 
the ‘Inglismen’ and ‘slew 
all that they mycht ourtak’. 
Their hideous cries alerted 
the forces in the castle, who 
came out to fi ght, but when 
Douglas and his men ‘went 
to meit thaim hastily’, the 
men of the castle retreated 
and barred the gate. 

The Scots then ‘turnyt to 
the se agayne’. Those in the 
boats swiftly put to sea, but 
the wind was against them 
and the waves were so high 
that they could not make 
way. Presumably, they 
would be short of oarsmen. 
Eventually two of the three 
boats sank, so Douglas and 
the raiding party took their 
booty (arms, clothing, wine 
etc) and left ‘rycht glaid 
and joyfull’. 

This account would sug-
gest the raid took place in 
a ferocious easterly gale, to 
which Brodick Bay is totally 
exposed. Almost certainly, 
the supply boats would 
have come from Ayrshire, 
perhaps Ayr, where Edward 
had established a naval 
base. With an east wind, it 
would be deceptively calm 
on the Ayrshire coast, and 
the wind would be favour-
ably behind the three ves-
sels. The waves would pro-
gressively get larger, and 
the sea worsen, as they ap-
proached Brodick.

The King arrives with 
his fl eet

Ten days after this raid 

in Brodick, King Robert 
the Bruce, according to 
Barbour’s poem, ‘aryvt in 
Arane’ with 33 galleys. Lat-
er in his poem, Barbour es-
timates that Bruce had 300 
men with him for his inva-
sion. Barbour does not spec-
ify where Bruce landed, 
and Robert MacLellan and 
MacKenzie, in the Book 
of Arran, suggest Whiting 
Bay.

However, King Edward, 
directing operations from 
his sick bed in Lanercost 
Priory in Cumberland, had 
a powerful fl eet scouring 
the Clyde and the Isles, 
searching for the Bruce. 
Edward had instructed the 
Sheriff of Cumberland to 
commandeer ships and send 
them to Ayr.

Colm McNamee, the me-
dieval scholar, in his very 
readable book, Robert 
Bruce says that by February 
they had 15 vessels and 200 
sailors to patrol the Clyde. 
In addition, Hugh Bisset 
and John of Monteith had 
their own fl eets, also on 
Edward’s side. Thirty-three 
galleys would not be eas-
ily disguised on the shal-
low shores of Whiting Bay. 

Bruce may have landed at 
Kings Cross, using the lee 
of the rocky point to hide 
the vessels.

Barbour describes King 
Robert asking ashore as to 
whether any strangers were 
about. A woman told the 
king that there were indeed 
strange men who had ‘dis-
comfi ted’ the castle war-
den and ‘many of his men 
has slane’. Robert McLel-
lan points out that Bruce 
would have been talking to 
the woman because the men 
of the ‘toune’ would have 
taken to the hills when they 
saw 33 galleys appear.

The king persuaded her 
to show him the ‘stalwart 
place’ where Douglas and 
company were residing in 
‘a wode glen’. On arrival, 
the king hid his men and 
blew his horn. The signal 
was recognised by Doug-
las and Boyd and the par-
ties met up. 

The Book of Arran Vol 2 
(MacKenzie 1914) and The 
Island of Arran (McLellan) 
both suggest Glen Cloy as 
this woody glen and this 
is indeed where we fi nd 
the bracken covered knoll, 
known locally and on OS 

maps as ‘Bruce’s Castle’. 
McArthur, in Antiquities of 
Arran (1861), describes it 
as ‘a green artifi cial mound, 
about 15 feet in height – 
known as Tornanshiain-
Fairies Mound – nestling 
in the bosom of the glen’. 
McArthur says that the 
walls of the building are 
from three to four feet in 
thickness, enclosing an area 
of about 90 feet in circum-
ference.

He also notes that ‘the 
cave excavated by Doug-
las in the side of the mound 
as a place of concealment 
has been swept away by the 
waters of the Cloy’. Balfour 
in the Book of Arran Vol 1 
(1910) notes that Pennant 
(1772) described it as ‘sur-
rounded by a great dyke’. 
MacKenzie regrets that the 
landowner (the Fullartons 
of Kilmichael) would not 
allow him to excavate the 
site. We must assume, with 
MacKenzie, that the walls 
must have been removed 
by the landowners between 
McArthur’s pre-1861 visit 
and MacKenzie’s visit. To 
the layman, the site is cer-
tainly underwhelming now.

Returning to Barbour’s 
tale, the Bruce sent a man 
by the name of Cuthbert 
to reconnoitre in South 
Ayrshire. If it was safe for 
King Robert and his band to 
cross the Firth of Clyde, a 
fi re was to be lit, on a cer-
tain day, as a beacon. Cuth-
bert found the place to be 
under English control, and 
the populace to be totally 
subdued and in fear of the 
occupiers. Cuthbert decided 
against lighting the beacon.

 However, some person or 
persons, unknown to his-
tory, did light a fi re. Bruce 
and his fl eet, spotted this fi re 
on the appointed afternoon 
and, mistaking it for Cuth-
bert’s signal, they crossed 
the Firth, presumably from 
Kings Cross, to Carrick and 
Bruce’s old home, Turnber-
ry Castle. This was occu-
pied by Henry Percy, who 
had been given the Bruce 
estates in south-west Scot-
land by Edward I. Thus be-
gan King Robert’s guerrilla 
war to liberate his country. 
From here, Arran slips out 
of the forefront of Bruce’s 
wars of independence.

Later visits and the 
last Christmas

In his later years, in the 
1320s, King Robert is 
known to have visited Ar-
ran on recreational trips, 
probably hunting. The Book 
of Arran (Vol 2) records 
(from the Exchequer Rolls) 
a visit in 1326, ‘when six 
men were paid wages of 
two shillings for crossing 
in his yacht for the king in 
Arran’.

King Robert’s last Christ-
mas is best described by 
quoting from Colm Mc-
Namee’s book: ‘Robert’s 
last journey appears to have 
been a pilgrimage; this 
was possibly in search of 
a miraculous cure, though, 
equally, it may have been 
merely a pretext for an out-
ing on his great ship. With 
Moray he set off from 
Cardross for Tarbert, thence 
to Arran where he celebrat-
ed Christmas 1328 at the 
hall of Glenkill near Lam-
lash, and thence he sailed to 
the mainland to visit his son 
and his bride, mere chil-
dren, now installed in Turn-
berry, the head of the earl-
dom of Carrick and once 
his own main residence.’

The Scots king was ail-
ing now and was on his 
way to the shrine of St Nin-
ian at Whithorn. He sailed 
back to Cardross, his manor 
house halfway between 
Helensburgh and Dumbar-
ton. The king had started 
to build a house here on 
land which he had acquired 
in1326. GWS Barrow, in 
his book Robert Bruce, 
notes that material to build 
the house was brought from 
afar; in 1328 ‘400 boards 
were brought as far as Lam-
lash’, presumably en route 
for Cardross. It was at his 
new house here that King 
Robert died on June 7, 
1329, at the age of 55.

References: The Bruce 
by John Barbour (translat-
ed by AAM Duncan); Rob-
ert Bruce by GWS Barrow; 
The Book of Arran (Vols 
1 & 2); The Isle of Arran 
by Robert McLellan; An-
tiquities of Arran by John 
McArthur; Robert Bruce, 
our most valiant prince and 
lord by Colm McNamee; 
On the Trail of Robert the 
Bruce by David R Ross.
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June 3, 1944 - December 10, 2016

Tom with musical heroine Annie Lennox in 2008.

A marine environmentalist 
who took to island life with 
great gusto

Obituary

Tom Vella-Boyle was born 
on June 3 1944 in Pid-
dinghoe on the south coast 
of England. 

He was the son of a mer-
chant seaman, who was 
decorated in World War II 
for his service in the Royal 
Navy under the command 
of Sir Peter Scott on Mo-
tor Torpedo Boat 755 in the 
English Channel. 

Tom joined British Rail 
and rose through the ranks 
over a period of more than 
30 years to become station 
master of Brighton railway 
station and several other 
smaller stations. It was in 
this role he was responsible 
for the safe travel of thou-
sands of commuters every-
day and met and welcomed 
many famous people of the 
day, including Queen Eliz-
abeth II, politicians such as 

Tom Vella-Boyle.

Henry Kissinger, astronaut 
Neil Armstrong and many, 
many others.

He spent his working 
life as an administrator of 
a busy railway system re-
sponsible for complex 
travel timetables and the 
timings of thousands of 
trains a year. 

After he retired he trav-
elled the UK playing as 
many golf courses as he 
could and on his partner 
Carol’s suggestion he came 
to Arran to play golf.

It was a matter of great 
irony that Tom, who had 
spent a lifetime working 
with complex timetables, 
should mis-read the Cal-
Mac ferry timetable and 
miss the ferry back to the 
mainland. With a couple of 
hours to spare before the 
next ferry, he strolled to the 

village of Brodick where 
an advert for a sandstone 
house in the estate agent’s 
window caught his interest. 
He asked for the details so 
he had something to read 
on the journey home. This 
eventually led to him and 
Carol buying the proper-
ty and moving to Arran in 
2001.

He took to island life with 
great gusto. Alongside ren-
ovating their new home 
he played a major role in 
many community clubs 
and societies. 

One of his biggest in-
fl uences was on the for-
mation of the Communi-
ty of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST). 

His administrative skills 
from his previous occupa-
tion were put to good ef-
fect, bringing systematic 
order to disorganised com-
munity paperwork. He also 
instilled a contagious pas-
sion for environmental jus-
tice in all he met, which 
was instrumental in the 
designation by the Scottish 
government of Scotland’s 
fi rst no-take zone in Lam-
lash Bay in 2008.

In addition to the many 
hours of voluntary work 
and endless meetings all 
over Scotland, England and 
the continent to achieve 
COAST’s aims, his most 
lasting legacy will be his 
example of determination 
and selfl essness in achiev-
ing a positive outcome for 
the marine environment 
from within a community 
organisation, without mak-
ing it about individual per-
sonalities. This is an ethos 
which is fundamental to 
the organisation to this day.

Despite the rollercoast-
er of community marine 
conservation, one of his 
happier times was when 
he picked up the winner’s 
prize for the 2008 Observ-
er ethical award, conserva-
tion project of the year for 
the trust from Annie Len-

nox, who was one of his 
musical heroines. Most re-
cently he was involved in 
the bee club as he had a 
great love and interest in 
working with his bees. 

He will be sorely missed 
by his many friends and 
everyone who knew him as 
an islander who gave more 
to the island than he took 
and for the example he set 
for us all.

He is survived by his wife 
Carol and her two sons 
William and Thomas.                                                                                 

D MacN
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Christmas can be a time 
for telling stories and there 
are many stories in country 
folklore of seemingly ex-
traordinary behaviour by 
birds. 

When the goldcrest becomes 
a woodcock pilot

A woodcock in a garden in Glen Cloy. Photo: Tom Sillars

The smallest European bird, the goldcrest. 
Photo: Dennis Morrison 

I was reminded of one of 
these stories in November 
when I had reports of in-
creasing numbers of wood-
cock and increasing num-
bers of goldcrest on Arran.  

For example, a woodcock 
was photographed in a gar-
den in Glen Cloy and 12 
goldcrest were reported in 
a fl ock in Brodick Country 
Park. While both species 
breed on Arran, the popula-
tion here increases in winter 
when the large Scandinavi-
an and northern continental 
population migrate to the 
milder west of Europe to 
avoid the northern winter.

The goldcrest is the small-
est European bird, weigh-
ing about half that of the 
more familiar blue tit. In 
new money, the goldcrest 
weighs about the same as a 
10 pence coin.  How does 
such a small bird manage 
such a long journey includ-
ing crossing the North Sea? 
The story is that goldcrests 
hitch a ride on the backs of 
woodcock, which are also 

on the same journey, giv-
ing rise to another name 
for goldcrest, the ‘wood-
cock pilot’. Although this 
may conjure up images of 
the goldcrest sitting on the 
woodcock’s back saying 
‘left a bit , right a bit’, the 
story may have developed 
from the belief that the ar-
rival of a large number of 

goldcrest can precede the 
arrival of a large number of  
woodcock. The truth is more 
remarkable than the pilot 
legend. Namely, these small 
birds are capable of migra-
tion over long distances.

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 

Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me 
at jim@arranbirding.co.uk  
I look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2015 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk.

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels
FOR DECEMBER

Shona Redmayne was delighted to be 
one of the prize-winners. 

Shop Arran prize-winners announced
The three winners of Arran hampers up for 
grabs at the Shop Arran event earlier this 
month have been chosen. The two shop-
pers on Arran and one from Dundee won 
the competition by having made purchas-
es from three Arran shops and having their 
‘loyalty’ cards stamped and entered into 
the draw. All of the entries were placed 
into a hat and the winners were selected 
by Kirsty Connelly and Beth McCartney 
from Brodick Pharmacy. 

Kirsty Connelly and Beth McCartney 
from Brodick Pharmacy selected the 
lucky winners. 

Sharing the massive prize of Arran goods 
ranging from cheese to chocolate are lo-
cals Shona Redmayne and Fiona Hen-
derson, as well as Janis Black of Dun-
dee. Janis said: ‘I’m delighted, I never win 
anything. I always stay on Arran the fi rst 
week in December and do all my Christ-
mas shopping at the Shop Arran week-
end. Some of the presents I ordered when 
I was there have just arrived.’
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 28 December, 1996

Lesley van Bogerijen, Marvin Elliott, John Connelly, Jim Gorman, Gordon 
Davidson and Lizzie Pentland were some of the 10 artists exhibiting their work 
at an art show in Brodick Hall on Sunday morning.  B52twe01

 Seal watching
The days when cars simply parked along 
the road near Merkland to look at seals are 
over and the process is about to be formal-
ised. 

The Merkland Road seal watching point 
is to be constructed as part of North Ayr-
shire Council’s small works programme.

The council cannot buy the ground 
though so it is requesting a licence which 
can be terminated after 10 years. The re-
sult will be a parking bay to allow people 
to watch the seals without causing a traf-
fi c hazard. 

 Steamer dreamers
The Clyde River Steamer Club is to char-
ter the MV Caledonian Isles next week. 
When she arrives in Brodick at 10.45am 
next Saturday, steamer dreamers and oth-
ers will board the vessel for a cruise round 
Holy Isle and back to Brodick.
 The ferry has just returned to service af-
ter her annual overhaul where she experi-
enced problems with her bow visor during 
sea trials.
 Upon returning to Arran, the fault contin-
ued and the MV Isle of Arran had to take 
over duties while it was being repaired. 
The ferry is now back in service and oper-
ating satisfactorily. 

 Castle carols
The newly-formed Friends of Brodick 
Castle assembled a cast of six musicians 
for a Christmas performance of carols and 
readings in the drawing room of the castle.

The fi rst event of its kind, it was a huge 
success and it now looks as if it will be-
come a regular event.
 Veronica Woodman of Brodick Castle 
selected readings about Christmas in the 
19th and 20th century and John Holling-
worth provided the music and musicians. 
The carol evening ended with mulled wine 
and mince pies in an environment that 
could not have been better suited to the 
occasion.

One-year-old Susanna Mowatt 
inspects Santa’s beard at the Kilmory 
Christmas party. B52twe05

Young riders of Cairnhouse Riding School took part in a Christmas ride last 
Sunday when they and their horses were bedecked in festive gear. B52twe02

The youngest visitor to the Whiting Bay Christmas party was amazed and a 
little bit surprised at the visitor from Lapland who was handing out gifts to all 
the children who attended. B52twe03

Cheerful children and pantomime performers gather after a successful 
Christmas party in Kildonan on Christmas Eve. B52twe04
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery Fri - Sat 10am - 5pm Sun - Wed 12.30pm - 5pm
Lamlash tennis courts/putting green Open all day
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 24th December
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s Christmas disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception 9.30am - 12 noon
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Live music with Amy and Andy The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Live music with Folk Like Us The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm - 8pm

Sunday 25th December
CHRISTMAS DAY – MERRY CHRISTMAS
 Monday  26th December
Over-50s badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Blackwaterfoot, 1.15pm
Darts and dominoes tournament Ormidale Hotel, 8pm
Texas Scramble at Shiskine Golf Club Kinloch Hotel, 9pm
Live music with Olivia Barker The PHT, Lamlash, 3pm - 5pm

Tuesday 27th December
Pop quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran run coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge Class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Open cricket session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Metafi t Arran High School, 6pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm

Wednesday 28th December
Rock and pop bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm

Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Drift Inn quiz Lamlash, 9pm 
Mixed hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and nattery Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Bus Pass club meal The PHT, 12 noon - 2.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall, 4pm - 4.45pm
Christmas rock and pop bingo The Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Thursday 29th December
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Ladies hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Front Green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran Bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Music Matters Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm

Friday 30th December
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Live music with A Human Cell Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Charity end of year quiz Kinloch Hotel, 9pm
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Public Notices Properties

Scottish 
Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS

All offices and facilities will be closed from 4.45pm on 
Friday 23 December 2016 until 9am on Wednesday  
4 January, 2017 other than the following:
Registration Service
Kilbirnie Office 
Closed from 4.30pm on Thursday 22 December 2016
Normal business will resume on Thursday 5 January 2017 at 1.15pm 
Irvine, Saltcoats, Largs & Arran Offices
Friday 23 December 9am - 4.30pm 
Monday 26 & Tuesday 27 December CLOSED
Wednesday 28 & Thursday 29 December 9am - 4.45pm
Friday 30 December 9am - 12.30pm
Monday 2 & Tuesday 3 January 2017 CLOSED
Normal business will resume on Wednesday 4 January 2017 at 9am
Please note all registration business is by appointment only
Registration Services can be contacted on telephone number: 
01294 310000
Emergency Telephone Numbers
Housing Repairs – 01294 310000
Homelessness – 0800 0196 500
Roads & Lighting – 01294 310000
Trunk Road Repairs – Road & Lighting Faults
(A78, A737, A738) – 0141 218 3999 or 0800 028 1414
Scottish Water – Water & Sewerage – 0845 601 8855
National Gas Emergency Service – 0800 111 9999
Scottish Power – 0800 092 9290
Please note that no Councillors’ surgeries will be held from Friday 
23 December 2016 until Wednesday 4 January 2017 inclusive.

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR DOMESTIC AND RECYCLING 
 COLLECTIONS FOR ISLE OF ARRAN 

Over the festive period collection days for your blue and grey 
bins will change. 

Isle of Arran Festive and New Year Working Arrangements 

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day
Monday 26 December 2016 Wednesday 28 December 2016
Tuesday 27 December 2016 Thursday 29 December 2016

Wednesday 28 December 2016 Friday 30 December 2016
Monday 2 January 2017 Wednesday 4 January 2017
Tuesday 3 January 2017 Thursday 5 January 2017

Wednesday 4 January 2017 Friday 6 January 2017

Please put your bin out for 7am on the morning of your 
collection. 
The actual time of collection may vary during the festive period. 
If adverse weather affects your area we will return to uplift your 
bin when possible. 
The last special uplift collection for 2016 will be on Friday  
23 December 2016. Special uplift collections for the New Year 
will start on 9 January 2017. 
Large items of flat packed cardboard can be placed next to your 
blue bin on the day of collection over the festive period. 
Real Christmas trees can be placed next to your grey bin for 
7am, on your normal day, for week beginning 23 January 2017. 
Please have your tree in sections of 5ft or less. 
Household Waste Recycling Centre will be closed 25, 26 and  
27 December 2016 and 1, 2 and 3 January 2017, but will open  
as normal every other day. Normal service resumes week 
commencing 9 January 2017. 
The contact telephone number for North Ayrshire Council Waste 
Collection Services over the festive period is 01770 
600338/01294 310000 or visit our website www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk 

Christmas & New Year Commercial Collections for Isle  
of Arran 
Over the festive period collection days for your commercial bins 
will change. 

Normal Collection Day Festive Collection Day
Monday 26 December 2016 Wednesday 28 December 2016
Tuesday 27 December 2016 Thursday 29 December 2016

Monday 2 January 2017 Wednesday 4 January 2017
Tuesday 3 January 2017 Thursday 5 January 2017
Rest of the week does  

not change

The actual time of collection may vary during the festive period. 
If adverse weather affects your area we will return to uplift your 
bin when possible.

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL COMMUNITY  
COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2016

Notice is hereby given, following the recent cycle of ordinary/
initial community council elections, that the following have been 
elected to serve as community councillors:-

Community Council Community Councillors
Arran Neil Arthur (Shiskine inc 

Blackwaterfoot), Christopher Attkins 
(Brodick), Bill Calderwood (Brodick), 
Elizabeth Evans (Pirnmill), Julia 
Graham (Lochranza), James Henderson 
(Lamlash), John Lamont (Whiting Bay), 
Richard McMaster (Kilmory inc 
Kildonan), Peter McMullen (Lamlash), 
Barry Mochan (Corrie inc Sannox), 
Peter Randell (Whiting Bay), Marilyn 
Woods (Shiskine inc Blackwaterfoot)

Cumbrae Alexander Caldwell, Stewart Cape, 
Sharon Hagan, Phillip Lonsdale,  
Angela McCallum, Suki McGregor, 
Graham Wallace

Dalry Alastair Adamson (co-opted), 
Jacqueline Flynn, Janet Gibson, 
Heather Grossart, Diane Mackie,  
James McCosh, Julie Wales

Fairlie Joan Downie (co-opted), Rita Holmes, 
Ian Hunter, David Telford, Karla Tully, 
Marco Priva

Irvine Sheila Anderson, William Anderson, 
David Bell (co-opted), Ryan Berry, 
David Dunlop, Jacqueline Frew,  
Helen Holland, Jim Jackson (co-opted), 
Tristan Lindsay, Andrew Linton 
(co-opted), Sylvia Mallinson,  
Jessie McHarg, Brian Montgomery, 
June Niven, Elizabeth Stracey,  
Jeanette Taylor, Alexander Younger

Kilwinning Lindsey Chisholm, Allan McGillvray, 
Janey Grier, Jackie Hamilton,  
John Harrison, Thomas Colin Hedley, 
James Kennedy, Blair Kerr,  
Stéphanie Krus, Nairn McDonald, 
Yvonne McLellan, James Miller,  
Andrew Mullholland Robb, Edward 
Somerville, William Norman Taylor, 
James Watson

Kilbirnie & 
Glengarnock

Irvine Clifford, Marc Johnson,  
Gordon Keith, Alan Perry, Joan Perry, 
Iain Walker, Catherine Wigzell,  
Allan Wright

Largs Andrew Adair, Douglas Edward Blair, 
Anne Carson, Ronald Andrew 
Cochrane, Valerie Lundie,  
Elisabethe Marshall, James Perman, 
Patricia Perman, Jim Phillips 
(co-opted), Margaret Wood

Skelmorlie Helen Boyle, Alison Galbraith,  
Martin Kaarits, Gloria MacDonald, 
Janice Rodger

West Kilbride George Donahoe, Richard Campbell-
Doughty, Kay Hall, Audrey Kolon,  
John Lamb, Deirdre Murray,  
Douglas Muir Penman

Requests for further information on community councils, 
including expressions of interest in establishing a community 
council in Ardrossan, Beith and District, Dreghorn, Girdle Toll  
and Bourtreehill, Saltcoats, Springside, Stevenston, should  
be directed to the Committee Services Team Leader  
(tel: 01294 324131/committeeservices@north-ayrshire.gov.uk).

THE NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL (B880, THE STRING 
ROAD) ARRAN  (TEMPORARY CLOSURE NO.2)  

ORDER 2016

On the 12 December 2016 North Ayrshire Council made the 
above named Order under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful 
for any person to drive or cause or permit any motor vehicle  
to drive (with the exception of vehicles engaged on resurfacing 
works) on the B880, from West Glenshurig farm access road 
westwards for approx. 1100m from 9am to 1pm and 2pm to  
4pm on 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 January 2016, or until the works are 
completed whichever is the earlier, by reason of works proposed 
to be executed on or near that road. 

Programme and Traffic Management Details for the B880 

Wednesday 4t January – Mobilisation and preparatory works. 
Temporary traffic control will be used for part of the day. 

Thursday 5 to Sunday 8 January – Undertake resurfacing –  
Road closures 9am to 1:00pm and 2pm to 4pm. There will be  
a lunchtime opening from 1pm to 2pm. Monday 9 January has 
been added to allow a spare day at the end of the program in 
case of inclement weather.

The times have been determined to suit the ferry timetable and 
delivery of material to the site. 

Programme and Traffic Management Details for the A841

Monday 16 to Sunday 29 January – Undertake road widening, 
and drainage works. Traffic management by temporary traffic 
control. 

Monday 30 January to Friday 3 February – undertake 
resurfacing.  Short duration road closures will be necessary, 
timing to be confirmed but likely to be 9.15am to 12noon and 
12.45pm to 3pm. 

Please note all the above dates are dependent on favourable 
weather and any delay will result in proposed timings being 
extended.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

WANTED
Long let for single male 
with long established 

business on Island
Any area considered, unfurnished

Please reply to:
Box number 223, Arran Banner, 

Brodick, Isle of Arran
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

COMPUTING SERVICES

L iKe driving
Liz Kennedy A.D.I.

DRIVING TUITION
Gift Vouchers Available

Block Booking Discount

Telephone 01770 700552 or phone/text 
07904 806948

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR
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CHURCH NOTICES

Death
McGregor

IN MEMORY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES:
Saturday 24th December 

(Christmas Eve)
8.00 pm, Midnight Mass. 
Sunday, 25th December 

(Christmas Day)
10.00 am. Holy Communion.

Please note earlier time. 
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Saturday 24th December

Christmas Eve
Shiskine Church, 11.30pm 

Watchnight Service
Brodick Church, 5pm

Family Service including the 
Sacrament of Baptism. 

11.30pm Watchnight Service.
Corrie Church, 9.30pm 

Watchnight Service including 
the Sacrament of Baptism.
Sunday 25th December

Christmas Day
Lochranza Church and

Pirnmill Churches, 10.15am 
Morning Worship in 
Lochranza Church

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship. 
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Christmas Eve First mass of 
Christmas 9pm

Christmas Morning Mass 
11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 25th December

Service 11am
5 Glen Road, Brodick.

All welcome

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Saturday 24th December 
There will be a service at 

11.30pm to welcome
 Christmas Day.

Tea, coffee and mince pies 
will be served after the 

service.
 Everyone most welcome.
 Offering will go to The
Glasgow City Mission. 

Sunday 25th December
 There will be a short family 

service conducted by the
 minister at 10am this

Christmas morning to which 
all children are invited to 
bring a gift from Santa to 

show.
 Offering will go to The
Glasgow City Mission. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a fel-

lowship to share”
Sunday 25th December

Rev Lily McKinnon
Kilmory:

Christmas Eve Watchnight 
Service 11.30 pm

Christmas Morning 10 am
Lamlash:

Christmas Eve Watchnight 
Service 10 pm

Christmas Morning 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 25th December 

Service 11am at Ormidale
Pavilion

Tea & Coffee after the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm

Home fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in

 ORMIDALE PAVILION
 (due to renovations at church)
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

CHRISTMAS MESSAGES

Arran Ladies Golf Union 
runner up Brenda 
Livingston and winner of 
the Brodick Drumadoon 
Ann May celebrate their 
win in Brodick. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday December 17, friend-
ly v Lamlash at Whiting Bay. In 
the second of the winter friend-
lies, Lamlash ran out winners by 
two and a half to one and a half, 
repeating the score from the fi rst 
encounter at Lamlash in Novem-
ber. Lamlash players also took 
the top three places in the Sta-
bleford sweep, with Alan Smith 
winning on 38 points, a fi ne per-
formance on a morning when 
he was feeling unwell. 1 Alan 
Smith 11, 38pts, 2 John O’Sulli-
van 18, 36, 3 Mark Wren 10, 35. 
Well played Lamlash. Whiting 
Bay will need to pull off an epic 
comeback in the 2017 games to 
have any chance of saving the 
series.

Fixtures: Monday December 
26, Christmas bottle. Clubhouse 
open noon until 4pm. Sunday 
January 1, clubhouse open 2pm 
until 8pm. Monday January 2, 
Nine Hole Cross Country, 10am. 
Clubhouse open noon until 4pm.

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies section: Wednesday De-
cember 14, Christmas Stable-

Winner of the Lochranza Castle Golf Club Buddy 
Bowl Trophy Jim McConnachie is joined by fellow 
competitors. 

Liz Sinclair, winner of the Christmas competition 
at Lamlash, receives her prize from past captain 
Jennifer McArthur.

ford. As a result of very poor 
conditions, only fi ve ladies 
took part in the annual Christ-
mas Cracker which this year 
was played over nine holes using 
only one club and a putter.

Choosing the club was a ma-
jor talking point with various 
options tried beforehand. The 
winner, Liz Sinclair, scored 15 
points using a seven wood. The 
torrential rain throughout led to 
fi ve very wet grannies trudging 
home to change before enjoying 
lunch at the Lamlash Bay Hotel 
with the majority who had opted 
not to play.

Thursday December 15, Yel-
low Medal. 1 Alan Smith 73-
11=62, 2 J Young 79-14=65.

Fixtures: Monday Decem-
ber 26, Boxing Day stableford, 
11am. Thursday December 29, 
Yellow Medal, 11am. Monday 
January 2, Course backwards, 
10.30am for 11am, followed 
by New Year Dance with Tom 
McGarrigle, 9pm to 1am.

The club wishes all members 
and friends a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  

Lochranza Castle Golf Club
Sunday December 18, Bud-
dy Bowl Trophy, 16 played at 
Corrie to compete in the Buddy 
Bowl Trophy in memory of Rob-
ert Kerr. Scoring was very good, 
refl ecting the excellent condi-
tion of the course thanks to Pab-
lo Moran. Jim McConnachie and 
Alan ‘Para’ Bannatyne fought it 

out to the end and could only be 
separated on the BIH.

Organisers thanked the spon-
sors of the individual holes and 
Corrie Golf Club for the courte-
sy of the course. Special thanks 
went to the Lochranza Ho-
tel for its generous support. 1 
J McConnachie 41pts, BIH, 2 
A Bannatyne 41pts, 3 B Sher-
wood 39pts.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday December 8, La-
dies 12 hole medal, 13 played, 
par 44, CSS 43. Silver: 1 and 
scratch, Alice Anderson 52-
7=45, 2 Sally Brookes 56-10=46 
BIH. Bronze: 1 Clare Buchanan 
64-17=47, 2 Jessie Hutton 67-
18=49. Congratulations Alice!

Saturday December 10, Gents 
18 hole medal, reductions only, 
CSS 68, PAR 65. 1 Quintin Oli-
ver 91-19=72, 2 Phil Betley 87-
12=75.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday December 13, Winter 
Cup. 1 P Betley 73-10=63, 2 H 
Bannatyne 69-5=64, 3 B Sher-
wood 78-12=66.

Fixture: Tuesday December 
27, Christmas fun competition, 
noon. One club and a putter, 
nine holes. Everyone welcome 
whether regular players or not.
Corrie Golf Club
Saturday December 17, Winter 

Cup. Competitors please note 
Winter Cup competitions are sta-
bleford. 1 J Innes, 2 M I Mac-
Donald.

Fixture: Saturday December 
24, Winter Cup, stableford.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday December 18, Winter 
Cup/Clochendichter, stableford, 
20 played. Bob McCrae 8, 42pts, 
Peter McCalla 7, 40pts, Robbie 
Duncan 11, 39 pts.

Fixture, Monday December 26, 
Winter Cup. 9.30am and noon. 
Merry Christmas to all members 
and friends.

Arran Ladies Golf Union
Saturday December 10, Brodick 
Drumadoon, 15 ladies played. 
The winners, who are all Brod-
ick members, came in with very 
good scores. 1 and Scratch Ann 
May 74-6=68, 2 Brenda Liv-
ingston 82-13=69 BIH, 3 Susan 
Butchard 81-12=69.

The ladies thanked Brodick 
Golf Club for the courtesy of the 
course, Trish for the lovely sand-
wiches and everyone who took 
part.

Fixture: Sunday January 29, 
Corrie Drumadoon, at 10.30am. 
There will be no catering after 
this event. Please add your name 
to the lists on the club notice-
board or phone Susan 600555.

With best wishes to 
our family and friends 
from the Currie family, 

Lansdowns, Whiting Bay

SEASONS 
GREETINGS

Happy and Healthy 
2017 to all our friends 

on Arran
Best wishes Pat & 

David, Lamlash

SEASONS 
GREETINGSwould 

like to 
wish Arran 
friends a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.

Mark, 
Carol 
and 
Scott

CRAIG - Kenny
19 February 1973 - 27 December 2009

Deeply loved, sorely missed,
forever in our thoughts.

Mum, Dad, Bryan and family

GARDNER
Snowy

1931 to 2001
Your presence is missed, Your memory treasured 

Loving you always, Forgetting you never

Morag and family
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 31st December 2014 
and 31st December 2015 for combined print and digital editions was 3,053.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

SportCountry Kiln

AFFORDABLE

 Nationwide Delivery • Local Installers 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Starting
from £299 

Whiting Bay Bowling 
Club held its annual prize-
giving and dinner at Fe-
licity’s at Eden Lodge last 
Saturday.
 Prizewinners were as fol-
lows: Co-op Salver, M Prin-
gle, K Irving. Angus Cook 
Memorial Trophy, C Weir, C 
Haggarty, R Crawford. Royal 
Bank Trophy, S Kerr, J Doug-
lass, N Pringle. Anniversa-
ry Triples, C Weir, C Haggar-
ty, R Crawford. Fun Week, 
C Haggarty, R Crawford, A 
McCrindle, C Weir. Shurig 
Shield, G Crichton, S Kerr, C 
Wannop. Kiscadale Shield, N 
Cook, S Allen. Gents Singles, 
J McGovern. Tom and Jennie 
Robison Memorial Trophy, 
M Pringle, N Pringle. Gor-
don McDonald Trophy, I Da-
vidson, J McGovern. Arran 
Federation Ladies Singles, J 
Douglass. Arran Federation 
Fours Trophy, Whiting Bay 
BC. Whiting Bay Bowling 
Club Trophy (Jim’s Trophy) 
N Cook, K Irving. 

A Christmas cycle get together

Charity 
football      
re-match
After the success of the 
charity football match 
between Armitage and 
County Carpets last 
Christmas, a re-match is 
being held at Sandbraes 
Park, Whiting Bay, on 
Tuesday December 27, 
kick-off 1.30pm.
 This will be followed 
by a prizegiving, raffl e, 
food and refreshments at 
Felicity’s at Eden Lodge.
 Anyone wishing to do-
nate a raffl e prize should 
hand them into either 
County Carpets or Arran 
Haulage offi ces. With 
County Carpets winning 
last year, Armitage will 
be seeking revenge.

The Arran cyclists who took part in the event. 

The group still smiling after the ride.

The combined Arran cycle groups met in Brodick last 
Sunday for their annual Christmas event. 

Missing faces
 The mountain bikers followed the numerous trails 
around Brodick whilst the Belles, Mamils and ABC clubs 

headed north, some reaching Lochranza whilst the others 
turned at North Sannox Bridge. Unfortunately, this year 
there were some missing faces but we also welcomed 
some new ones. They re-grouped at the Douglas Hotel for 
a lunch and chat.

Whiting Bay bowlers receive 
trophies at annual dinner

Whiting Bay Bowling Club prizewinners with their trophies.


