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REPORT
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editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Council say they will ‘respond 
fully’ to concerns raised
More than 750 people have 
signed a petition calling 
for an independent inquiry 
to be held at the Montrose 
House care home in Brod-
ick.

A paper petition launched 
by the Church of Scotland 
collected 538 signatures in 
less than a month, while an 
online protest attracted 218 
signatures before being sent 
to North Ayrshire Council 
chief executive Elma Mur-
ray, who is in overall charge 
of the home.

It follows a long-running 
saga surrounding the treat-
ment of fi ve long-serving 
members of staff which has 
been rumbling on for most 
of the year. Three have now 
been sacked, a fourth is ap-
pealing demotion and a fi fth 
remains suspended. The pe-
tition calls for an inquiry 
into the dismissals, and 
why it has taken so long for 
the disciplinary process to 
be completed, to be inde-
pendently investigated by a 
panel of councillors.

However, while the coun-
cil says it will ‘respond 
fully’ to the petition there 
is no sign it will call for an 
inquiry.

The issue was raised at 

Petition lodged in demand 
for Montrose House probe

Lois Ashley performs a 
trumpet concerto.
01_A 50carol02

A real church carol treat
The � rst performance by Music Matters. 01_A50carol01

A very special Arran carol concert was held this week 
showing Christmas is just around the corner.

It brought together more than 100 singers and musi-
cians around the island in celebration as they performed 
to a packed congregation in Lamlash Church. 

A full orchestra had been set up to play for the carols 
with the island string group, Arco, joining with Arran 
Brass and woodwind players from Arran High School 
with the addition of the Lamlash Church pipe organ.

The concert also featured the fi rst public performance 
by the Music Matters group, who provided entertain-
ment along with the Arran Singers, Aint Misbehavin’, 
Lois Ashley, Marsha Bain and the Band, Oisean Gold, 
the Trumpet Quartet and Vivace. 

The collection held during the evening raised £681.59 
which will go to CLIC Sargent, the charity that supports 
children with cancer.  See also pages two and three.

last week’s meeting of 
Arran Community Council, 
where Shiskine representa-
tive Marilyn Woods urged 
the council to get involved. 
She said people had asked: 
‘What is the point of you? 
So she said: ‘Let’s support 
people on the island.’

However, the community 
council voted two months 
ago to keep a ‘watching 
brief’ on the situation and, 
after a vote, this was upheld 
by nine votes to two.

Disappointed
The Rev Angus Adam-

son, who started the peti-
tion with the support of kirk 
sessions around the island, 
said: ‘I am disappointed at 
the reaction of the commu-
nity council, given that all 
that was asked for was an 
independent inquiry into 
what went wrong that so 
many well-loved staff mem-
bers had to be suspended.

‘I should also say that lots 
of folk phoned to see if they 
could still sign the petition 
after it was submitted. Per-
haps in hindsight making 
the online petition availa-

ble earlier would have been 
good. Many more peo-
ple have stopped me and 
praised me for speaking up 
for those affected and the 
interest in the wellbeing of 
Montrose House is huge, 
showing it is very, very 
important to the people of 
Arran and very dear to their 
hearts.’

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesman said: ‘We re-
spect the right of people to 
sign this petition and voice 
any concerns they may 
have. We are reviewing the 
letter and petition and will 
respond fully.

‘We expect the services 
delivered from Montrose 
House to be at least at the 
same standard as the main-
land and it was clear that 
this was not the case. Ar-
ran is positioning itself as 
a world-class island and it 
is important our public ser-
vices are also of the highest 
possible standard.

‘Our disciplinary proce-
dures are robust and thor-
ough and, while not dis-
cussing any individual 
specifi cally, we only take 
disciplinary action where it 
is absolutely required.

Continued on page 2

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Continued from page 1
‘As with all council oper-

ations and facilities, when 
changes are introduced, all 
members of staff are sup-
ported and kept fully in-
formed throughout the pro-
cess. 

‘We follow all the correct 

Montrose House petition
HR and legal procedures 
and all employees affected 
are made aware that they 
have a right of appeal and 
of the process for pursuing 
any appeal.

‘We would like to reas-
sure local people that the 
needs of our service us-
ers are of paramount im-
portance to us and that the 
best possible quality of 
care is provided to meet 
these needs. We always put 
our service users’ interests 
fi rst. They are at the heart 
of every decision we make.

‘Our ambition for Mon-

trose House and Stronach 
Day Care Centre is to en-
sure our residents bene-
fi t from care and support 
targeted at and tailored to 
their specifi c needs and 
preferences.

‘The Care Inspectorate 
visited the centre in Octo-
ber 2014 and again in Sep-
tember 2015 and it was 
clear from their detailed 
inspections that the high 
standards expected of us 
were not being met. We 
were not providing the lev-
el of service and care we 
should have. 

‘When we appointed our 
new management team to 
take over Montrose House 
earlier this year, we set out 
our priorities to allow the 
facility to fulfi l its poten-
tial. It was clear that strong 
leadership and a fresh ap-
proach were needed if we 
wanted to transform the 
services offered within 
Montrose House, under-
pinned by modern, robust 
and up-to-date practices to 
match the high quality, fi t-
for-purpose accommoda-
tion the new facility offers. 

‘We believe we are now 
moving in the right direc-
tion and this would ap-
pear to be confi rmed by the 
most recent Care Inspec-
torate report, following 
their unannounced inspec-
tion of Montrose House in 
September 2016.

‘The report from that vis-
it highlights the improve-
ment in management and 
leadership at the facility. 
When they return in a few 
months’ time, we are con-
fi dent they will see fur-
ther improvements that en-
hance the quality of life for 
residents.’

Aint Misbehavin’ perform at the Arran Carol Concert. 01_A50carol02

‘Tis the season to be jolly
The Christmas season on 
Arran got into full swing 
last weekend. 

The Brodick Church 
Christmas Fayre did a roar-
ing trade with all the usual 
stalls including home-bak-
ing, a raffl e, tombola, teas 
and coffees.

All the money raised will 
go to church funds.

Meanwhile, crowds 
fl ocked to Whiting Bay vil-
lage hall for the Christmas 
market. 

Attractions includ-
ed stalls selling candles, 

clothes, toys, and arts and 
crafts, home-baking, and 
teas and coffees. 

Arran Brass Band per-
formed during the day and 
there were even massages 
on offer for those with tired 
shoulders.

A large array of 
baking goods, 

donated by 
church patrons, 

was on sale.
 01_B50fayre03

CORRIE & SANNOX
CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Saturday 10th December in village hall
11am - 4pm

Local cra�  stalls - Mulled wine
Mince Pies - Ra�  e - Prize Hamper

Lochranza Hog Roast
Come along and get festive

HOGMANAY CEILDH  
9pm - 1am,  Bon� re, Fireworks, BYOB 

Tickets available at the Rock Pool 
£10 Adult, £5 Children
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‘Tis the season to be jolly

Volunteers provided tea, co� ee and cakes to 
visitors. 01_B50fayre01

Jean Bowden ran the 
ra�  e for the elaborately 
painted garden planter 
that she painted. 
01_B50fayre02

A bird’s eye view of the Christmas market at 
Whiting Bay Village hall. 01_B50market01

Al� e assisted mum 
Kirsty and dad Gary 
Lewis with ra�  e tickets 
while dressed for the 
occasion.  01_B50market02

Barbara I’Anson was one of the many stall holders 
at the Christmas market. 01_B50market03

(£17.50 for 5-12yo, £7.50 for under 5s)
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

The campaign to save the 
Ardrossan to Brodick ferry 
route is gathering pace with 
more than 2,000 people offi -
cially pledging their support 
in just over a week.

A total of 2,299 peo-
ple have signed a letter to 
Transport Minister Humza 
Yousaf backing the existing 
crossing between Arran and 
the mainland.

Email 
Most have signed up via 

the www.saveourferry.co.uk 
website which allows peo-
ple to sign the letter and 
email it straight to the trans-
port minister.

Others signed paper cop-
ies of the letters at the recent 
#saveourferry campaign 

Troon is right solution for now and for the 
future, says ABP boss

Stuart Cresswell is hoping the ferry will soon be heading to Troon.  01_A50troon01

The man in charge of the 
fi ght to take the ferry ser-
vice to Troon has been on 
Arran to outline why it is 
the best option.

There can be little doubt 
to the commitment of Port 
of Troon manager Stuart 
Cresswell to the project: it 
is his passionate view that 
it would be the best solu-
tion for everyone.

Originally from Hamp-
shire, he considers him-

self a naturalised Scotsman 
having come north when he 
was 10 and having lived in 
Prestwick for 33 years.

In a wide-ranging inter-
view with the Banner, he 
told how he believed the 
switch to Troon was the 
best for the ferry service 
now and for the future.

He said the whole scheme 
was designed to dovetail 
with the arrival of the new 
Arran ferry in 2018 and in a 

bold statement insisted the 
ferry journey with the new 
boat would take just seven 
minutes longer than the 
present crossing, helped by 
a better berthing time.

And, even with a shuttle 
bus service to the station, 
he has produced fi gures to 
show that the journey time 
from Arran to Glasgow by 
ferry and train would be 
quicker from Troon given 
that it is on the main line. 
He said the town also had 
superb access to the A77/
M77 motorway and that 
Glasgow Prestwick Air-
port was only a short drive 
away.

He also criticised the po-
litical interference in the 
debate. He said: ‘We are 
hugely disappointed this 
has become so politicised. 
We are port men trying to 
offer a solution to a tech-
nical issue and where Ar-
drossan are getting the fi g-

ures for the number of job 
losses there would be, I just 
do not know.’

Associated British Ports, 
which has invested £4 mil-
lion in the ports of Ayr and 
Troon in the past three 
years, does not deny it is 
looking for new work. Mr 
Cresswell said: ‘Despite 
what anyone says, the Port 
of Troon is one of the most 
sheltered harbours on the 
West Coast of Scotland and 
was until recently home to 
the P&O’s Irish Sea ferry 
service to Larne. The re-
cent closure of this route by 
P&O means that Troon’s 
all-weather East Pier ferry 
berth is now available for 
use by another operator. It 
is as simple as that.

‘Given the current oper-
ational challenges the Ar-
ran ferry service is facing 
at Ardrossan, and the fact 
that new larger vessels are 
already under construction 

for this route, ABP believes 
that Troon can offer a gen-
uine win/win solution for 
ferry users, CalMac and the 
Scottish Government.

‘Furthermore, ABP be-
lieves this solution will 
not require any public sec-
tor capital funding. Indeed, 
ABP’s offer to fully fund 
the construction of any re-
quired shoreside facili-
ties is simply based on the 
operator paying a commer-
cial rate for the use of the 
facility.’

Mr Cresswell also ex-
plained the East Pier was a 
160m purpose-built RoRo 
ferry berth constructed in 
2001. He said at present it 
could easily accommodate 
the new 120m Arran ferry 
being built but he also said 
allow future proofi ng the 
service for the future.

‘It is entirely likely that 
in 20 years the next Arran 
ferry will be even bigger. 
Moving to Troon now not 
only makes perfect sense 
for the present, but offers 
safeguards now for the fu-
ture.’
� ABP will be holding two 
public consultation drop-in 
sessions at the Auchrannie 
Resort in Brodick on Mon-
day December 12 from 7pm 
to 10pm and in the Kinloch 
Hotel in Blackwaterfoot 
on Thursday December 15 
from 7pm to 10pm.

Petition tops 2,000 mark as Keep it A to B fi ght gathers pace

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

Monday 5th – Friday 23rd Dec 
and Saturday 10th Dec.

Open Midday until 4.30pm
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event which was held at the 
Ardrossan Civic Centre and 
at a number of campaign 
stalls across North Ayrshire.

While the deluge of emails 
have already landed in the 
minister’s inbox, the paper 
copy letters will be present-
ed to Mr Yousaf when he 
visits North Ayrshire in the 
coming weeks.

Councillor Joe Cullinane, 
leader of North Ayrshire 
Council, said: ‘We are abso-
lutely thrilled that so many 
people are backing this cam-
paign. It has captured the 
hearts and minds of people 
across Ardrossan and North 
Ayrshire – as well as people 
further afi eld. 

‘There is a real recognition 

that this valuable and crucial 
service belongs in Ardros-
san. There is also a strong 
belief that keeping the Ar-
drossan to Brodick service 
is absolutely the right deci-
sion on so many levels. 

‘A move to Troon would 
increase passenger fares for 
Arran residents and visitors 
alike. It would also reduce 
the number of daily sail-
ings to and from Arran and 
it would damage the Ardros-
san economy and kill off 
regeneration plans for the 
town.

Urge
‘This level of support for 

preserving this route won’t 
have gone unnoticed. But 
we need to keep it up. I 

would urge people to visit 
the www.saveourferry.co.uk 
website to sign the letter 
which can then be sent with 
the click of a button directly 
to the transport minister. 

Current route
‘I hope that everyone – on 

both sides of the crossing – 
lets the minister know why 
we must retain the current 
route.’

As of Monday 5 this week, 
1,985 people have signed 
the letter digitally and an-
other 314 people have 
signed paper copies.

A campaign event was due 
to have been held on Ar-
ran last night (Thursday)in 
Brodick. See next week’s 
Banner for a full report.

Troon is right solution for now and for the 
future, says ABP boss

Be on your 
guard
Police on Arran have is-
sued a be on your guard 
warning in the run up to 
Christmas.

It follows an incident in 
Brodick last Sunday in 
which a prowler was re-
ported in a walled garden 
between 2am and 3am.

Despite a police inves-
tigation, no one was ap-
prehended. However, a 
spokesman said this week: 
‘It just shows that people 
should be careful about se-
curity, particularly at this 
time of year when they 
may have a lot of valuable 
presents in their homes.’

Stuart Cresswell is hoping the ferry will soon be heading to Troon.  01_A50troon01

Petition tops 2,000 mark as Keep it A to B fi ght gathers pace

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Creelers have not gone yet
Creelers boss Tim James this week told the Banner: 
‘We’re going but we have not gone yet.’

Creelers Restaurant and smokehouse have closed, 
with smoking moved to Kintyre, however Tim was 
keen to point out that the shop at Home Farm is still 
open for business on Friday and Saturday in the run up 
to Christmas and will be open from Tuesday Decem-
ber 20 until Christmas Eve for all your smoked needs. 

Exhibition space
Calling all budding and 
established artists – your 
library needs you! Brodick 
Library has a free exhi-
bition space for all your 
lovely art works, and has 
dates available next year.

Just contact Nickey at 
the library for the size and 
availability on 302835.
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Households across Arran are set 
to receive vital information about 
changes to their usual waste col-
lection days over the festive pe-
riod. 

Collection days for blue and 
grey bins will alter for residents 
whose normal collection days 
would fall on December 26, 27 
and 28. 

Two days later
Changes will also be made to 

collections scheduled to take 
place on January 2, 3 and 4. The 
re-scheduled collections will take 
place two days later instead.

Residents whose normal collec-

tion days fall outwith these dates 
will be unaffected. 

People are also being asked to 
note that collection times may 
vary over the festive period and 
are therefore urged to ensure their 
bin is out for 7am on the morning 
of their collection. 

Adverse weather
If affected by adverse weather, 

the waste collection crews will 
return and uplift bins as soon as 
possible. 

The Household Waste Recy-
cling Centre (HWRC) in Brodick 
will also be closed on December 
25, 26 and 27 and again on Janu-

ary 1, 2 and 3– but will be open 
as normal every other day.  

Postcards outlining these chang-
es along with other important in-
formation will be distributed to 
households next week. 

Councillor Jim Montgomerie, 
cabinet member for place, said: 
‘We would like to thank residents 
for their continued support in our 
mission to reduce waste here in 
North Ayrshire. Through their 
great efforts to put the right stuff 
in the right bin, North Ayrshire is 
currently one of the leading local 
authority areas in Scotland when 
it comes to recycling.  

‘This is something we are keen 
to maintain in 2017 and are there-
fore asking all households to 
keep up the good work over the 
festive period. And remember, if 
you have a real Christmas tree, 
you can recycle it at our HWRC 
once the celebrations are over.’

Commercial waste
Changes to Arran’s commercial 

waste service will also be two 
days later over the festive peri-
od on the Monday and Tuesday 
of both weeks only.

For more information, vis-
it the council’s website: www.
north-ayrshire.gov.uk

Arran malt comes 
of age

Police probe
complaint 
Two Arran police offi cers 
have been taken off front-
line duties while a probe 
is held into a complaint. 
Offi cers from the main-
land have been drafted in 
to provide cover.

A Police Scotland 
spokeswoman said: ‘We 
can confi rm that a com-
plaint has been received 
regarding two Police 
Scotland offi cers, and we 
are currently carrying out 
inquiries into this matter.   

‘At this time the offi cers 
are not suspended, how-
ever they are not carrying 
out frontline duties.’

Be aware of bin changes over the festive season

To celebrate the end of its 
21st anniversary celebra-
tions, the Isle of Arran Dis-
tillery has released a lim-
ited edition anniversary 
bottling.

Master distiller James 
MacTaggart hand-picked a 
selection of fi nest ex-sherry 
hogsheads from the fi rst 
three years of production 
at the distillery to create 
a complex spirit which 
epitomises the iconic fl a-
vours that have carried ‘the 
Arran Waters’ around the 
world.

James said of this special 
expression: ‘I have cho-

The limited edition 21st anniversary bottling. 

sen a selection of our old-
est ex-oloroso sherry hogs-
heads. Over the years, the 
fresh notes of citrus and 
malt in our delicate new 
spirit have integrated beau-
tifully.

‘The nose is rich and fruity 
with a luxurious palate lead-
ing to a long and satisfying 
fi nish. It has been a pleasure 
to nurture the maturation of 
this precious spirit and see 
it become the most fi tting 
dram with which toast our 
21st anniversary.’

Managing director Euan 
Mitchell added: ‘For this 
anniversary expression, we 

wanted the bottling to be to-
tally different from our core 
range. The decanter style 
adds a tactile and luxurious 
element to the pack and dis-
tinguishes it as landmark in 
the maturation of the Arran 
Malt.’

Bottled at 52.6 per cent, 
this exclusive expression 

has no artifi cial colouring 
and is non-chill fi ltered. It 
will be released as a limit-
ed edition bottling of only 
5,988 bottles worldwide.

It will be available from 
specialist whisky retailers 
and from the visitor centre 
shop at Lochranza with an 
RRP of £150.

Shore Road,
Brodick

01770 302579
Open from 10am

Winter Specials 
DAYTIME

Coffee & Cake Deal - £4.95
2 courses £14.95 / 3 courses £18.95

includes free drink* 
2 for 1 pizza 4-6pm

Take away - pizza, burgers, fish & chips
EVENING

Sunday – Thursday 6.30 – 8.30pm
free drink with 2 courses*

Free live music 
see fiddlersmusicbar.com for details

*125ml house wine, 1/2 pint draft beer, hot or soft drink

3 Course Festive Menu @ £24 per person or 2 Course 
@ £19 per person. Available to groups of 8 or more 

for dinner or work’s Christmas Party throughout 
December and January (except Christmas Day)

Advance booking required, Tel 600844
Also available for lunch bookings for 12 or more.

FESTIVE MENU
STARTERS

Lemon and Thyme Marinated Chicken Thigh with 
Feta, Pine Nuts and Pesto Glaze
Festive Spiced Parsnip Soup (V)

Salmon Tikka with Cucumber and Mint Dressing
Walnut, Fig and Stilton Tart with Dressed Leaves (V)

MAINS
Traditional Roast Turkey with all the Trimmings

Grilled Lemon Sole with a Caper, Gherkin, Lemon 
and Parsley Butter Melt

Trio of Pork; Crispy Belly, 
Tender Baby-rib and slow Braised Shoulder Steak, 

drizzled in a Creamy Onion Sauce
Butternut Squash, Courgette and 

Pomegranate Risotto (V)
DESSERTS

Traditional Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce
Lemon, Prosecco and Popping Candy Cheesecake

Arran Gold Chocolate Mousse Trifl e

T – 01770 600844 | E – receptionbayhotel@aol.co.uk 
W - lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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An Arran engineering com-
pany has delivered the fi rst 
of three new workboats to 
The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany as part of a six-fi gure 
contract.

The state-of-the-art boats 
are being manufactured by 
Kiscadale Engineering of 
Whiting Bay and will soon 
be ready to work at sites 
around the Western Isles 
and West Coast of Scotland. 

The fi rst new boat will 
work at the company’s site 
at Ardgadden in Argyll. The 

Arran firm delivers first of 
three workboats to client

The � rst of the three boats being built by Kiscadale 
Engineering. 

Iain Monteith, owner of Kiscadale Engineering, far left, and his team. 

two remaining boats will be 
delivered in January 2017 
and will be in operation at 
the company’s Uiskevagh 
and Maragay Mor sites in 
North Uist in the Outer 
Hebrides.

Historically a general 
plastic and stainless steel 
fabricator, Kiscadale En-
gineering has transitioned 
in recent years to become 
a leading marine fabricator 
and is helping to provide 
secure employment on the 
island. 

The business is run by 
husband and wife team Iain 
and Sandra Monteith.  

Craig Anderson, manag-
ing director of The Scot-
tish Salmon Company, 
said: ‘We are very pleased 
to have taken delivery of 
the fi rst of these new work-
boats, particularly as we are 
working with a quality local 
business like Kiscadale En-
gineering to supply us with 
this new equipment. We 
are committed to using lo-
cal suppliers wherever pos-
sible. It’s just one way in 
which we aim to support 
the communities in which 
we operate.

‘We are looking forward 
to working with Iain, Gor-
don and their team to com-
plete the order and get all 
three workboats on site.’

Gordon McInnes, sales 
manager at Kiscadale En-
gineering, said: ‘As a small 
business with six employ-
ees, projects like this are 
very important to us. 

‘We have devoted con-

siderable time and resourc-
es to ensuring our business 
has been able to make the 

transition into marine fabri-
cation and the fact that The 
Scottish Salmon Compa-

ny chose us to build its new 
workboats is testament to 
our efforts.’

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner



like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints 
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and maga-
zines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘But the angel said to them: ‘Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the peo-
ple. Today in the town of David a Saviour has been 
born to you; He is Christ the Lord.’ (Luke 2:10)

What about us?
Sir,
May I use the Banner to an-
swer a question which has 
been frequently asked by 
visitors to our shop at Brod-
ick Pier. The question, and 
I know it has also raised 
fears with my neighbour-
ing businesses, is ‘What’s 
going to happen to you?’ 
It’s clear that we have lost 
all visible line-of-sight with 
those who use us most – the 
departing tourists. 

Stage 5 of this project has 
identifi ed the fears we’ve 
had and the promises from 
CMAL that their inten-
tion was to ‘ensure a swift 
fl ow of foot and car traf-
fi c from the main road (and 
footbridge) to the new ter-
minal building’, accord-
ing to their local manag-
er. This is all very well, but 
no consideration whatso-
ever has been given to the 
busi nesses affected by this 
re-routing of traffi c. We 
have now endured months 
of traffi c nightmares, ex-
cessive noise and frustrated 
customers who now don’t 
even know how to get to 
us once they’ve managed 
to fi nd the dark side of the 
moon on which to park. 

As for the future, it’s not 
looking good for any of us 
while priority for this end 
of Brodick is seemingly en-
tirely based on getting peo-
ple inside this new struc-
ture. I have, for the record, 
asked CMAL’s asset direc-
tor to consider our request 
to lease the ‘old’ build-
ing but no decision on that 
will be made for another 
year, we have been told 
and, to be honest, some of 
the alternative ideas pro-
posed have astonished me. 

Needless to say, and per-
haps as many would expect 
from Arran Graphics, we 
have not been idle after be-
ing forced to look at alter-
native arrangements. 

In the meantime, I think 
it’s about time CMAL of-

fered some serious and per-
manent marketing aids to 
the four businesses which 
are now struggling because 
of the effect their works 
have had on us. And quit 
putting fl ower beds in while 
the rest of us need parking 
spaces! 

Yours
Graham Chappell
Director
Arran Graphics

Harbour views
Sir,
I am a resident of Arran and 
I am very disappointed by 
the lack of impartiality be-
ing shown by politicians of 
all parties in the discussion 
about the mainland terminal 
for the Arran ferry.

Mainland towns see it as 
a boost to their economies. 
We see it as the only way 
we can get on and off the is-
land. I understand that the 
government is setting up an 
inquiry into the merits of 
Ardrossan and Troon and 
that members of the inquiry 
will ask the opinions of Ar-
ran people. Could I there-
fore say the following?

Ardrossan has always 
been a poor harbour in bad 
weather and cancellations 
for this reason have been 
a cross that Arran people 
have had to bear for many 
years. Thanks to the SNP, 
we are at the beginning of 
a new era: fi rst with RET 
then with the Brodick ter-
minal and, in two years, the 
new ferry.

The problem is with Ar-
drossan harbour, and it 
needs fi xing. It seems a 
waste of a huge sum of tax-
payers’ money if Ardrossan 
remains so unreliable.

My local MSP has actu-
ally denied to me in writ-
ing the proven fact that Ar-
drossan harbour is prone to 
closure in bad weather due 
to its construction and lack 
of protection. I fi nd this 
an amazing attitude and it 
smacks of disregard for the 

truth in order to protect the 
economy of Ardrossan.

The Arran ferry is not 
and should not be about 
the economy of a mainland 
port – whether Ardrossan or 
Troon. It should be about 
the safety and reliability of 
a service which is for all the 
people of Arran, its busi-
ness and tourism.

There seems to be some an-
ecdotal evidence that Troon 
would be a more reliable 
haven in winter weather, 
but this could only be prov-
en over a number of years 
of docking tests.

The question for Ardros-
san, which has a proven re-
cord of unreliability over 
the years, is this: can the 
harbour be redesigned and 
protected so that large tall 
vessels can enter in adverse 
weather? If so, Peel Ports 
must step up and borrow 
money and, with govern-
ment help, do it soon. If it 
is not possible, then Troon, 
or even Fairlie, which was a 
reliable harbour years ago, 
should be considered seri-
ously.

The fact remains that a ferry 
is only good if it can sail 
and a terminal is only good 
if it can dock boats safely 
and reliably. To spend huge 
sums of money and have a 
beautiful ferry that cannot 
dock is simply mad.

Yours 
John Cruickshank
Whiting Bay

Working together
Sir,
It seems to me that Arran, 
Ardrossan and Troon are 
all crying out for growth 
and continued development 
while endeavouring to re-
tain political distinction and 
representation.

By all means have Troon 
become the trial port of ref-
uge, so badly needed to en-
sure a lifeline service, but 
if this was going to work 
as an obvious long-term al-
ternative, do you not think 

that in all the years of de-
liberation by the ferry com-
mittee, community council, 
Kenneth Gibson MSP, For-
estry Commission, Trans-
port Scotland, Councillor 
Bruce and the rest, this op-
tion would have been rec-
ognised and promoted?

A multi-million-pound in-
vestment, including a brand 
new ferry, especially de-
signed by James Ander-
son, to tackle the challenges 
faced at Ardrossan (mainly 
caused by lack of dredging) 
is not to be overlooked as 
suddenly insignifi cant.

There are some tempo-
rary benefi ts from forestry 
between Troon and Arran 
but has not the link between 
Arran and Ardrossan been 
strengthened for all other 
aspects of trade, tourism 
and transportation? 

Surely there should be in-
vestment in all three, while 
a naval defence training 
programme set up between 
Ardrossan and Troon could 
prove advantageous. 

Removal of Trident would 
free up oil extraction off 
Arran’s shores. 

Arran should be encour-
aged to become energy in-
dependent also, through a 
number of technologies, in-
cluding wave technology, 
with a college at Ardrossan 
for sea captains and Brod-
ick could have a marine 
museum for, among other 
things, Clyde steamer his-
tory, especially the Waver-
ley. Thus each community 
could benefi t from sustain-
able investment – remain-
ing separate but working 
together.

Yours
Hazel Gardiner
Lochranza

Swept under the carpet
The people of Arran have spoken and made their voices 
very clear. They have put their names to paper to de-
mand an inquiry at Montrose House.

But even with this weight of support we believe, 
sadly, that such an inquiry will never be held.

After months of saying virtually nothing, the coun-
cil has this week issued a 430-word statement outlining 
their view of the situation at Montrose House. While 
the tone of it is, naturally, positive, it at least admits 
there have been problems at the home.

And while the council wants to move forward with 
assurances that things are getting better, it is ‘what 
went wrong’ that still needs to be addressed.

Families with parents and loved ones in Montrose 
House need more than glib assurances that they are get-
ting the very best care possible. 

Statements such as: ‘We expect the services delivered 
from Montrose House to be at least at the same stand-
ard as the mainland and it was clear that this was not 
the case.’ Why were they not and who was to blame?

The Care Inspectorate visited Montrose House in Oc-
tober 2014 and in September 2015 and the council says 
it was clear from its detailed inspections that the coun-
cil was not providing the level of service and care it 
should have been. Eleven months is a long time for 
nothing to change.

So where do we go from here? The council says it re-
spects the right of people to sign a petition and will 
‘respond fully’. But what will that response be? We be-
lieve it will be more of the same as it has said this week. 
There will be no inquiry offered. The council wants to 
sweep the past few months under the carpet with assur-
ances about how ‘HR and legal procedures’ were fol-
lowed to the letter during the disciplinary process.

What will be lacking is any sense of the personal trau-
ma which has been caused to all those involved and 
which they must still be feeling. All the pledges that 
things are getting better don’t take away the months of 
suffering some long-serving staff have endured.

A line may need to be drawn under this at some point 
for the home to settle back into its most important role 
of ‘enhancing the quality of life of residents’, but we 
don’t think we’ve reached that point yet.
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Four young singers were cel-
ebrating after winning at a 
talent showcase during San-
ta’s Sparkle in Lamlash. 

The competition was held 
at the Pierhead Tavern and 
attracted a good entry in each 
of the age groups. Young-
sters competed throughout 
the day, with the fi nal awards 
and presentations made to a 
packed audience after the 
fi rework display.

The winners of the three 
categories were: Young per-
son aged fi ve to 13, Sophie 
Green, who sang a solo piece 
from The Little Mermaid 
then a rock song by Blink 
184 with full band. She won 
a trip to Bombshed record-
ing studio to record a song 
of her choice, which will 
also be available to purchase 
from iTunes.

The teenage category, aged 

An Arran pensioner has re-
ceived an apology from 
Scottish health secretary 
Shona Robison after he was 
given a 19-month waiting 
time to see a specialist. He 
has also now been given a 
hospital appointment for 
later this month.

Peter Randell, 78, who 
suffers from angina, had 
been told he couldn’t be 
seen by a consultant sooner 
because of staff shortages.

Peter underwent surgery 
at the Golden Jubilee Hos-
pital in Glasgow earlier this 
year. Writing in The Banner 
last month, Peter explained: 
‘At the beginning of May I 
received a letter giving me  
an appointment to the see 
the consultant in late Sep-
tember. 

At the beginning of Au-
gust I received another let-

OAP receives apology after 
row is raised in parliament

Peter Randell.   01_A50wait01

ter to say the appointment 
had been cancelled and 
that they would be in touch 
shortly. On making enquir-
ies I was told the clinic had 
been cancelled due to staff 
shortages.

On October 23 I received 
a letter with my new ap-
pointment for 4.10pm on 
25 July 2017 – yes, that is 
right, next July – some 14 
months after the original 
appointment letter. 

‘To rub salt in, the last 
paragraph asked me to 
phone immediately if the 
appointment wasn’t suita-
ble. I phoned, pointed out 
that I lived on Arran and 
said that given ferry time-
tables a late afternoon ap-
pointment could pose travel 
problems and was then giv-
en an appointment for De-
cember 2017.’

Mr Randell, who lives in 
Whiting Bay has recently 
returned to active service 
with the Community Coun-
cil. 

His case was taken up 
by West of Scotland list 
Conservative MSP Jamie 
Greene who raised it re-
cently at First Minister’s 
Questions. During the ex-
change Mr Greene said: 
‘What does the fi rst minis-
ter have to say to patients 
who, like Mr Randall, have 
to wait up to 19 months to 
see a consultant?’

Brink
‘At the moment we’re 

seeing our NHS on the 
brink despite the extra 
funding that Scotland gets 
from the Barnett Formu-
la. It falls on Shona Robi-
son and the Scottish Gov-
ernment to take real steps 

in getting our health ser-
vice back up to an accept-
able level,’ he added.

Nicola Sturgeon replied 
that she would be happy to 
look into the case. 

She said: ‘The health sec-
retary will liaise with the 
member once we have had a 
opportunity to do so. On the 
face of it, it is a completely 
unacceptable waiting time 
and one I would expect the 
health board to rectify.’

Mr Randall told The Ban-
ner this week that he has 
now received an apology 
from the health secretary as 
to how his complaint was 
handled and an appoint-
ment at Crosshouse Hospi-
tal later this month.

‘It may be all’s well that 
ends well, but the situation 
should never have arisen in 
the fi rst place,’ he said.

Talent showcase success at Sparkle

Adult winner Olivia 
Barker.

Sophie Green who won a studio recording session. 

Marsha Bain and Iona Summer perform Happy. 

13-19, was won by Marsha 
Bain and Iona Summer, who 
sang Happy. They also won 
a trip to Bombshed record-
ing studio.

The adult category was 
won by Olivia Barker who 
sang a song from Ghost The 

Musical. She won a festive 
meal for two at the PHT and 
will be perform at the ven-
ue on Boxing Day in the af-
ternoon.

For more photos and vid-
eos see the PHT Facebook 
page.

KILMORY HALL

Come and join us for our 
first annual Christmas lights

Switch on at Kilmory Public hall, on 
Sunday 11th December  from 4.30pm.

Licensed indoor Christmas market
Bratwurst sausages

Slow cooked hot chocolate(dairy free available) Nuttella
Colourful fire pit for marshmallow roasting

Photo opportunity
Carol singing &amp; brassband

Bunkhouse open night.

For more information please contact 
Kilmory hall on 870345
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Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

Christmas shopping got off 
to a fl yer last weekend when 
more than 30 shops took part 
in the three-day Shop Arran 
event, which saw special of-
fers, discounts and surprises 
available in stores across the 
island. 

The Shop Arran event sees 
stores offering 10 per cent 
discounts and special offers 
on selected goods as well as 
many offering free gifts and 
lucky prizes. Besides the dis-
counts on offer, participating 

stores also welcomed custom-
ers with bubbly, mulled wine, 
festive snacks and choco-
lates, and mince pies. A large 
amount of shop staff also 
chose to dress up as elves or 
Santa, and decorating them-
selves and their shops with 
festive decorations.

While all shops offered a 
warm welcome and various 
shopping incentives, some 
took it further and offered 
extra attractions to welcome 
shoppers. At the Bay Kitch-
en and Stores in Whiting Bay 
customers were offered com-

Shop Arran sees
early festive
spending frenzy 

Ashley Young and Meagan Ashley o� ered Wooleys 
customers complimentary tea, co� ee and mince 
pies. 01_B50shop08

Chloe Shaw and Fiona 
Thorne of Jolly Molly take 
time out for a photograph 
during a busy Saturday 
morning. 01_B50shop06

In a busy Arran Active store, sta�  and dog posed 
with their gigantic Christmas tree. 01_B50shop11

Louise Haggarty of the Boathouse delighted 
customers with her good humour and tasty mince 
pies. 01_B50shop10

Jim, Laura and Merle Douglas of Buntys fed 
customers with an array of � ne snacks and mulled 
wine. 01_B50shop12

Customers Robert and Lindsey Marr enjoy the 
charming hospitality of Lynn Raeburn at Arran 
Provisions. 01_B50shop15

Lynn Walker reported a busy 
Saturday with shoppers at 
the new Chameleon ladies 
boutique in Lamlash.
01_B50shop16

Customers Alison and Eugene Mitchell pick up a 
gift along with mulled wine and chocolates from 
Ann Hume of Ann Hume Jewellery. 01_B50shop17

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK

ROGHNAICH.  IONNSAICH.  LEASAICH.

CHOOSE.  LEARN.  DEVELOP.

Tha Sabhal Mòr Ostaig a’ tabhann chùrsaichean fo-cheum dha fileantaich is 
luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a cheanglas an cànan le caochladh chuspairean a 
leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na meadhanan agus teagasg.  Nach tig sibh don        
àrainneachd bheag, chàirdeil againn far am faigh sibh an cothrom a bhith nur 
pàirt de choimhearsnachd bheòthail na Colaiste, a tha a’ tabhann mòran             
chothroman airson càirdeis, brosnachaidh agus ionnsachaidh.

Airson am barrachd fiosrachaidh, rachaibh chun na làraich-lìn againn no faodaidh 
sibh fios a chur chun an Neach-taic Clàraidh aig iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig offers a range of undergraduate courses available for fluent 
speakers and learners of Gaelic which combine the language with a choice of 
subjects including traditional music, media studies and education. Come and join 
us in our small, friendly campus where you will be part of a vibrant and diverse 
community that offers friendship, encouragement and learning.

For further information about our courses, please visit our website or contact our 
registry assistant at iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

FOSGAILTE AIRSON IARRTASAN
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2017

leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na meadhanan agus teagasg.  Nach tig sibh don        leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na meadhanan agus teagasg.  Nach tig sibh don        

pàirt de choimhearsnachd bheòthail na Colaiste, a tha a’ tabhann mòran             pàirt de choimhearsnachd bheòthail na Colaiste, a tha a’ tabhann mòran             
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Katie Webster and Genevieve McMaster welcomed 
shoppers to Friday’s Child which did a roaring trade 
over the weekend. 01_B50shop02

plimentary beauty treatments 
while at Chameleon in Lam-
lash customers received a free 
scarf or earrings with select-
ed purchases. At Red Door, 
when spending over £10 Sta-
cy Smith invited shoppers to 
take a free present from the 
mystery basket, a welcome 
initiative which shoppers also 
enjoyed at Arran Provisions. 
At Friday’s Child in Brodick 
a lucky shopper was selected 
each day who won their en-
tire shopping basket free of 
charge. 

In addition to the discounts 

on offer, customers also 
took part in the loyalty card 
scheme where they received a 
stamp for every shop that they 
visited to be entered into a 
competition for a bumper Ar-
ran hamper fi lled with Arran 
products.    

While some shops had a 
good weekend others felt 
trade over the weekend had 
not been as busy as last year, 
but that the festive cheer and 
spirit was alive and well and 
that many locals and visitors 
took advantage of the special 
deals on offer.  

Shop Arran sees
early festive
spending frenzy Customer Louise Constable from Hamilton enjoyed 

a spot of shopping at the Curtain House while 
visiting her parents in Lamlash. 01_B50shop01Jenna Campbell, Hazel Robertson and Mags Bulger 

brightened up the entire Arran shop with their 
festive cheer and elf out� ts. 01_B50shop03

Jessica Tetlow and Caitlin Smith from the Arran 
Cheese Shop did a roaring trade with cheese lovers. 
01_B50shop04

Stacey Smith and Lynne MacVicar of Red Door 
provided customers with tablet, free mystery gifts 
and plenty of good humoured laughs. 01_B50shop05

Linda Mullen, Rebecca Richmond and Mary Crawford of 
Inspirations assisted customers and enjoyed chatting to 
shoppers. 01_B50shop07

At Belle’s Boutique Elizabeth 
and Morgan Bell got into 
the festive spirit with their 
fun El� e range of clothing. 
01_B50shop09

Right: Eileen and Gareth 
Gregg were the lucky 

winners at Friday’s Child 
where they won all of 

their shopping for free.  

A well decorated Coast 
Restaurant in Whiting 
Bay lured customers 
in over the ShopArran 
weekend. 01_B50shop13

Maria Szwalec and 
Pauline Reid-Adamson 

of Bewitching 
Beauty provided 

free treatments for 
customers at The Bay 

Kitchen and Stores. 
01_B50shop14

Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club
Tee Room

Open: Mon - Sun 11am - 4pm
Evening bookings only

Closed 26th Dec 

OVER 60s LUNCH
2 course for £3.50!!!

Mon - Fri 12.30

Mexican Buffet Night
Saturday 10th Dec 6.30pm - 8.30pm

Bookings only

Christmas Lunch & Dinner menu 
available

Lunch: 2 course £13.50 
or 3 course £16.95

Dinner: 2 course £17.95 
or 3 course £21.00

Bookings only
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Island entries 
miss out
Two Arran entries nar-
rowly missed out at the 
regional fi nals. 
VisitArran, which was 
also a fi nalist last year, 
was again shortlisted 
in the working togeth-
er for tourism category 
but was beaten by Cal-
Mac Ferries. In the most 
hospitable hotel catego-
ry, the Glenisle Hotel, 
which won the catego-
ry last year, was shortlist-
ed once again, along with 
Glenapp Castle in Bal-
lantrae, South Ayrshire, 
which won the award. 

Sheila Gilmore, execu-
tive director of VisitAr-
ran said: ‘Neither of us 
won, but I feel it’s safe to 
say, we were the popular 
choice of the room, such 
was the cheering for both 
businesses. It was also 
lovely to see Janet Rus-
sell from Arran Sense of 
Scotland presenting an 
award, and again this was 
warmly received.’

CalMac takes award for 
working together for 
tourism
Caledonian MacBrayne has 
picked up VisitScotland’s 
west region Thistle Award 
for working together for 
tourism.

Presented at a ceremo-
ny in Glagsow, the award 
recognises the compa-
ny’s wide-ranging efforts 
and successes in support 
of many organisations, at-
tractions, initiatives and 
businesses linked to tour-
ism across its 200-mile net-
work.

Working with the likes 
of both VisitScotland and 
the Scottish Tourism Alli-
ance, CalMac’s endeavours 
to both promote and sup-
port the growth of visitors 
within the area includes its 

Maggie Maguire of CalMac, presenter Iris Fernie of 
Edinburgh Airport, and host Jennifer Reoch. 

annual Go Days Out bro-
chure, the innovative West 
Coast Whisky Pass and col-
laboration with ScotRail for 
the convenient, combined 
Rail and Sail tickets.

The company also works 
closely with the National 
Trust for Scotland and His-
toric Environment Scot-
land, producing the Islands 
Explorer Pass with the lat-
ter, and also runs an annual 
Travel and Tourism Confer-
ence, now in its third year.

These are just a few of the 
extensive initiatives which 
led to the judges consider-
ing CalMac as winners of 
the award and the company 
now goes forward to the na-
tional fi nals.

‘I was delighted to collect 
this award on behalf of Cal-
Mac and for the recognition 
in the prestigious Scottish 
Thistle Awards,’ said Mag-
gie Maguire, CalMac’s UK 
tourism  development man-
ager.

‘Having worked in tour-
ism in many countries for 
many years, it’s great to 
have the opportunity to be 
part of Scotland’s vibrant, 
exciting and vital tourism 
sector.

‘CalMac recognises the 

vital importance of tourism 
to the local west coast econ-
omies and communities 
which we serve as well as 
to the wider Scottish econ-
omy.

‘Working as we do, in 
such stunning and inspir-
ing regions and with inno-
vative and forward look-
ing partners and teams we 
are also looking forward to 
more innovation and excit-
ing plans with new products 
and services in the coming 
years.

In addition to receiving 
an award, the company was 
also nominated in a sec-
ond category for innovation 
in tourism, and sponsored 
the award for Best Cultur-
al Event or Festival, which 
was won by NVA’s Hinter-
land at St Peter’s Seminary 
in Cardross.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
DROP IN SESSIONS

 
Your chance to discuss ABP’s proposals to 

host the Arran ferry service at Troon with local 
members of the team and suggest how the 

community fund could best be used for good 
causes on the island.

December 12 – Auchrannie Resort, Brodick, 
7-10pm

December 15 – Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot, 
7-10pm 

Further dates in convenient locations 
to be arranged.

Brodick Bar
& Brasserie

Re-opening on Wednesday 14th December
Lunches 12noon - 2.30pm

Evening meals - 5.30pm - 8.30pm
-----------

Winter Warmer Lunch Special
2 courses plus 125ml wine, 1/2 pint beer or soft drink, tea or coffee with 

mince pie for £14.50

Evening Early Bird Dinner
5.30pm - 7.30pm

2 courses - £18.00  
3 courses - £21.00

Christmas lunch and dinner bookings available up until Christmas Eve

Tel: 01770 302169

Evening Early Bird DinnerEvening Early Bird Dinner

Christmas lunch and dinner bookings available up until Christmas Eve
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SNP celebrate St Andrews 
Night at the Kinloch Hotel 

Members of Corrie and Sannox SWI who enjoyed 
the November meeting. 

Round the SWI meetings
Corrie and Sannox 
The Corrie and Sannox 
SWI held their November 
meeting in Corrie and San-
nox village hall on Thurs-
day November 10, when 
the meeting was opened by 
president Marion Melvin, 
who welcomed a small 
number of people who were 
looking forward to fi nish-
ing some treasures.  

Crochet, knitting and em-
broidery were attempted 
and much laughter arose 
as two ladies who had nev-
er crocheted before were 
shown how by a left hand-
ed tutor. 

While working at their 
crafts the show schedule 
was discussed, which  still 
has to be ratifi ed at the De-
cember Federation meet-
ing. The competition for a 
fi nished item was won by 

Sandra Horrobin, with Gil-
lian Currie in second place 
and Liz McCulloch third.

While members were en-
joying their tea, three vis-
itors arrived, the national 
president of the SWI, Jan-
ice Langley, accompanied 
by Jerry Arthur and Alison 
Burnett from Shiskine. 

Corrie and Sannox mem-
bers were honoured to en-
tertain the SWI president 
who was to be the guest 
speaker at the rally that 
night. It is hoped that she 
found Scottish baking to 
be up to the standard of the 
other parts of the UK.

Lamlash
Lamlash SWI were de-
lighted to welcome Shio-
na McGarrigle as guest 
demonstrator to their No-
vember meeting. Shiona 

had set up a beautiful dis-
play of her products from 
the Forever Living range, 
which are all made from 
aloe vera grown in Arizo-
na and the Dominican Re-
public. 
 Also on the table was an 
aloe vera plant which may 
well be found on many a 
kitchen window sill. All the 
plants used are organically 
grown and cold pressed to 
store their goodness.
 SWI members expect-
ed to see products for top-
ical use but had not expect-
ed that mineral rich drinks 
and even household prod-
ucts could be made from it. 
 While explaining the vast 
range of uses of the prod-
uct Shiona passed round 
each one to try. All mem-
bers went home with a bag 
of sample sachets to test at 
their leisure. 

Members thanked Shiona 
for sharing her wide knowl-
edge and enthusiasm for her 
products. The winner of the 
competition was Kirsty and 
the exhibition, Alison. 
 The Lamlash village party 
for all babies and children 
up to and including P7 will 
take place on Saturday De-
cember 24. 
Posters will be put up round 
the village with details at a 
later date.

Councillor John Bruce, � nance secretary Derek Mackay and Patricia and 
Kenneth Gibson at the dinner. 

Finance secretary Derek Mackay (second left) with 
other top table guests. 

Scottish government fi -
nance secretary Derek 
Mackay MSP was the main 
guest speaker at the Isle of 
Arran SNP’s annual St An-
drews Night dinner on No-
vember 26. Around 75 SNP 

members and friends en-
joyed the hospitality of the 
Kinloch Hotel for the event, 
and entertaining commen-
tary from husband and wife 
MCs Kenneth and Patri-
cia Gibson, MSP and MP. 

In a wide-ranging and wit-
ty speech, Mr Mackay re-
viewed the present political 
scene in Scotland and the 
opportunities currently pre-
sented to the nation.

A prize draw, featuring a 
bottle of whisky signed by 
fi rst minister Nicola Stur-
geon, raised £600, which 
will make a welcome con-
tribution to the North Ayr-
shire Council election cam-
paign in May 2017.

Isle of Arran SNP mem-
bers wish to thank the Kin-
loch Hotel and their staff 
for spectacular food and 
service, the numerous do-
nors of raffl e prizes, Andy 
Surridge for photography, 
all the musicians who con-
tributed to the informal ses-
sion after the dinner, and fi -
nally, Penny Brass and her 
team for making the night 
such a success.
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& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
and friends from 
John Smith, 
Oban

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special festive 
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would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban

First sightings of waxwings 
brings hope of many more 
this winter

Winter arrived in Novem-
ber with the fi rst substantial 
snow on the mountains. The 
mean temperature was fi ve 
degrees lower than October 
and there was almost four 
times as much rain than the 
previous month. Having 
said that, it was drier than 
last November with about 
a third less rain but it was 
colder by almost three de-
grees. The rain was mainly 
in the middle of the month 
with a cold spell to end the 
month.

In these conditions, it was 
no surprise that there were 
few records of lingering 
summer visitors. The only 
records were two reports of 
gannet on November 2, one 

Long-tailed tit with 
other tits at a feeder in 
Brodick.  Photo Celia Sillars

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels
FOR NOVEMBER

off Drumadoon Point and 
one off Lochranza.

Winter visitors were to the 
fore, among the highlights 
being two snow bunting 
fl ying over the top of Sail 
Chalmadale on 6th and re-
ports of stunning wax-
wings, starting with two in 
Margnaheglish on 6th with 
the biggest group to date 
being around 100 on Cor-
rie golf course on 22nd. 
These berry-loving, col-
ourful birds from northern 
Europe sometimes venture 
into the UK during win-
ter if there is a shortage of 
food in their Scandinavian 
breeding area. While they 
are not reported every win-
ter in the UK, let’s hope 

there are plenty more Arran 
sightings this winter.

Throughout the month 
there were widespread re-
ports of foraging fi eldfare 
and redwing, sometimes 
in mixed fl ocks. The larg-
est group of fi eldfare re-
ported was 500 on Whiting 
Bay golf course on 1st and 
the largest group of tedwing 
was also on a golf course 
with 300 on Lamlash golf 
course on 3rd.  Other re-
cords of wintering birds 
included: a brambling in 
Shiskine on 6th, two purple 
sandpiper at Porta Buidhe 
on 10th, 14 rook in Sliddery 
on 25th and 40 turnstone at 
Silver Sands on 26th.

Groups of wintering wild-
fowl included 60 wigeon 
in Cosyden on 1st, one 
tufted duck in Port na Lo-
chan on 2nd, 72 pink-foot-
ed goose in Sliddery on 
4th, four common scoter 
off Cosyden on 7th, a fe-
male scaup by the mouth of 
the Rosa burn on 14th, four 
goldeneye in Sannox Bay 
on 16th, 17 whooper swan 
over Knockenkelly on 21st 
and the largest group of 
greylag goose reported was 
275 in Shiskine on 22nd.

Gardens are safe refuges 
during the winter months 

with many people provid-
ing regular food and water 
for their feathered friends. 
These are a small selection 
from the many reports from 
gardens round the island 
in November: four black-
bird in Lamlash on 4th, 12 
house sparrow in Kilpat-

in Glen Cloy on 9th. Oth-
er November highlights in-
cluded nine great north-
ern diver off Drumadoon 
Point on 2nd, a male goo-
sander off Pirnmill on 6th, 
a male black grouse in High 
Whitefarland on 7th, eight 
black-throated diver off Co-
syden also on 7th, 12 gold-
crest in Brodick Country 
Park on 20th, a jack snipe 
in Hazelburn on 24th, fi ve 
little grebe in Loch Ran-
za on 25th, two moorhen at 
Mossend Pond on 26th and 
a merlin in Kilpatrick on 
28th.  

Finally, there have been no 
reports yet of shelduck re-
turning to Arran after their 
annual departure to moult. 
Look out for them in De-
cember.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2015 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk.

Snow bunting is a little 
winter gem.  
Photo Angela Cassels

Waxwing, a colourful addition to a winter’s day. Photo Malcolm Whitmore

rick on 6th, fi ve bullfi nch 
in Kildonan also on 6th, 
four goldfi nch in Whiting 
Bay on 7th, a great spot-
ted woodpecker in Shiskine 
on 21st, a yellowhammer 
also in Shiskine on 26th, 
eight chaffi nch in Kilpat-
rick on 28th, six long-tailed 
tit in Brodick on 29th, four 
coal tit on Margnaheglish 
on 30th and, unusually for 
a garden, a woodcock was 
photographed in a garden 
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Six of the girls at the Arran 
ballet classes have now 

passed their Royal Academy 
of Dancing examinations. 

Pictured are current pupils 
Hazel McMaster, Eleanor Milesi 

and Gemma MacDonald with 
teacher Lynn Grasson. B50twe04

 Church row
Members of Lamlash Church have been 
left bewildered by a decision of Ardrossan 
Presbytery not to allow vital repair work 
to go ahead.

The church has been raising money for 
more than two years to raise the £187,000 
needed for repairs to the church and 
church hall.

They were proud of their achievement 

Sheila Gilmore playing Sully Wully 
and Glaikit Gertie played by Eilidh 
Campbell delighted audiences at the 
Lamlash panto, Babes in the Wood. 
B50twe01

The Arran ladies hockey team 
played against Glasgow Accies 
last Sunday in the � rst o�  cial 
game on the new astroturf at 
the Ormidale Park. The heavy 
footfall will tamp the new turf 
down while the remainder of the 
� eld is still a bit on the muddy 
side. B50twe02

All of the past masters of Lodge St Molios 774 since 1972 were present at 
a Masonic ceremony last Saturday with the exception of the late Forbes 
Johnston. They are back row: George McIver, George Lyle, Willie McConnell, 
Tom Ross Bain, Sandy Mutch, Eric Sillars, Peter McArthur, Donald Galbraith. 
Front row: Alf McMaster, Jack Logan, Angus Adamson RWM, Billy Burrows and 
Donald McNiven. B50twe03

Lamlash Church members have been raising funds for over two years to repair 
their  church which was originally built in 1886. The A listed building was a gift 
to the village by the Duke of Hamilton and features a nine bell carillon, one of 
only � ve in Scotland. B50twe05

in reaching their target, with the aid of 
a small grant, and are now ready to start 
work. However in a major blow Ardrossan 
Presbytery, who need to approve the work, 
have reject the proposal. Instead the con-
gregation have been told to: ‘consider al-
ternative premises for worship as the con-
gregation are unable to put the church in 
good order’. 

The kirk session are to appeal the deci-
sion.

 Factory shop
Arran Aromatics plan to change the use 
of a packing area to form a factory shop 
and exhibition area. The planning propos-
al went before the North Ayrshire Coun-
cil planning committee a few days ago and 
the recommendation from the committee 
was that the application be granted. Objec-
tions were noted by the committee, citing 
parking issues, retail competition and the 
proliferation of shop signs. 
 The response from the committee was 
that retail competition was irrelevant in 
planning terms and that signs would need 
separate planning permission. 

 Royal visit
Prince Rainier of Monaco and his daugh-
ter Princess Caroline were members of a 
party of guests staying at Machrie Water 
last weekend. The Royal party arrived on 
Arran on the Thursday and left on the Sun-
day.
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle, Garden Open 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Fri-Sat 10am-5pm Sun-Wed 12.30-5pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Soap making & Candle Dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am-4pm

Saturday 10th December
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am-1 pm
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9.30-11am
Arran Vets - Reception 9.30am-noon
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Live Music - Meanbone The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Christmas Concert Corrie Parish Church, 7.30pm

Sunday 11th December
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’ Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5-6.30pm
Taigi & Oigong Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Singers Winter Concert Whiting Bay Hall, 2.30pm
Kilmory Christmas Market Kilmory Hall, from 4.30pm
Christmas Tree Lighting  Blackwaterfoot Play Park, 5pm
Carol Singing The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Run Arran Santa Dash The Douglas Hotel, 2pm 
 Monday  12th December
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9-10.30am & 4-6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am-2pm & 4-6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7-8.30pm
Arran Bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am-1.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30-10pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lochranza Distillery, noon-12.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Arran Active, Brodick, 4-4.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Shiskine Church Hall, 5.15-5.45pm
ABP Drop in session Auchrannie, Brodick, 7-10pm
Arran Angling AGM Forestry Offi ces, Brodick, 7.45pm

Tuesday 13th December
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9-10.30am & 4-6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am-2pm & 4-6pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am-1pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge Class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30-4.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7-9pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30-9pm
Flow Yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30-10pm
Garden Walk Brodick Castle, 2-3pm
Metafi t Arran High School, 6pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6-7pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm

Wednesday 14th December
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9-10.30am & 4-6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9-2pm & 4-6pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45-10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30pm & 1.30-3.30pm
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30-10pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm 
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow Yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery & Nattery Kilmory Hall, 2-4pn
Winter Warmers Snacks Lochranza Field Centre, 11am-2pm
Bus Pass club meal The PHT, noon-2.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall, 4-4.45pm
Coffee Morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am-noon

Thursday 15th December
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9-10.30am & 4-6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am-2pm & 4-6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30-10pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Front Green, 6.45am
Burger & Quiz  night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran Bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30-11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine cub Scouts & Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6-7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery group Brodick Library, 7.30-9.30pm
ABP Drop in Session Kinloch Hotel, 7-10pm

Friday 16th December
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45-10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9-10.30am & 4-6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am-2pm & 4-6pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7-8.30pm
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Recruitment

Public Notices

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL
EDUCATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT OUTCOME OF THE CONSULTATION 

ON THE FUTURE OF HAYSHOLM SCHOOL, JAMES MCFARLANE SCHOOL, 
JAMES REID SCHOOL, STANECASTLE SCHOOL AND EARLY YEARS 

PROVISION AT ANNICK PRIMARY SCHOOL.

Education and Youth Employment have consulted parents, carers and other 
interested parties on a proposal on the future of Haysholm School, James McFarlane 
School, James Reid School, Stanecastle School, and early years provision at Annick 
Primary School.

A report on the consultation will be published on the Council website, 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk on Monday 5 December 2016. Copies will also be available 
at all schools affected by the proposal, Education and Youth Employment HQ, local 
libraries and community centres.

JOHN BUTCHER
Executive Director
(Education and Youth Employment)

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Leisure Assistant

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Beauty Therapists

Kitchen Porter

Business Development Assistant

Playbarn Assistant 
(flexible working hours available)

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Benefits include family leisure club membership 
worth up to £800 and other discounts within 

the resort.  

Maintenance Engineer
Auchrannie Resort are looking to 

recruit an experience Maintenance 
Engineer with clear M&E background.

We are also looking for someone with 
painting and decorating experience to 

further enhance our team.

An excellent package is available for 
the right person including Leisure Club 

membership and a variety of resort 
discounts.

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or 
contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Leisure Assistant
Auchrannie Resort are looking for someone with an 
interest and passion in the outdoors and leisure to 

join our existing team.

Our Leisure facilities include 2 swimming pools, 2 
gyms and games hall as well as a fantastic indoor 

Playbarn and Arran Adventure.

Our Leisure Assistants are involved in all aspects 
of these facilities offering our guests a unique 

experience.

We have full and part time roles available with 
flexible hours for local travelling as well.

An excellent package awaits you including full 
Leisure Membership, Staff accommodation if 

required and discounts across the resort.

Further details can be found at
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or
contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Catering Assistant | NAY02039/ NAY02038 
2 Posts | 20 Hours Per Week | £7.72 - £8.44  

(the Hourly Rate for the post + a Living Wage Pay 
Supplement, in order to bring their earnings  

to £8.45 per hour)

Closing date 16th December 2016 
Arran Outdoor Education Centre, Isle of Arran, KA27 8PL 

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Kenneth Gibson MSP

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Facebook: kenneth.gibsonmsp   website: www.kennethgibson.org

Kenneth Gibson MSP will hold advice surgeries 
on the following date:

No 
appointment 
necessary

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please do so at: 01294 833 687

Monday 12 December
Whiting Bay Village Hall  11.15 - 12.15 
Kildonan Village Hall  13.00 - 14.00     
Lamlash Fire Station  15.00 - 16.00
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Trade Classifi eds Properties

L iKe driving
Liz Kennedy A.D.I.

DRIVING TUITION
Gift Vouchers Available

Block Booking Discount

Telephone 01770 700552 or phone/text 
07904 806948

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

COMPUTING SERVICES

UNDER £50
Double bed mattress. Good 
condition. £10, Heated 
electric towel rail for bath-
room. Three rails, gilt fi n-
ish. £20 Tel 07808401178

OVER £50
Two seater sofa bed. Excel-
lent condition, dark blue, 
velour type coverings. £80 
Tel 07808401178

Montana bird cage on 
wheels - 56 x 42 x 148cm - 
has top and side door open-
ing.  Black with metal pow-
der coating - vgc £70 ono 
Tel: 302596
Two static caravans for sale 
in Vg condition. 1 x 35 x 
12, 2 bedroom 1999. 1 x 28 
x 12, 2 bedroom 2000. For 
more details phone Dougie 
Macfarlane 07887985984

FREE TO UPLIFT
1200 litre oil tank Tel: 
600257
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.                                                   
Sunday 11th December

Holy Communion, 11 am.
 The Rev Canon Simon

 Mackenzie, Priest-in-Charge. 
Coffee after service.

Carol Service, 2.30 pm. 
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson, 
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 11th December
Lochranza Church and

 Pirnmill Churches, 10.15am
 Morning Worship in 

Pirnmill Church
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 

Morning Worship. 
Corrie Church,

11.30am Prayer Meeting, 
12noon Morning Worship.  

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: SC014005)  

Sunday 11th December
 Worship for Advent will be 
conducted by the minister,

 Rev Elizabeth Watson,
 at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the

service

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 11th December
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 11th December
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 11th December
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome 

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 11th December 

Service 11am at
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and Coffee after
the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on road 
between Blackwaterfoot and 

Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in

 ORMIDALE PAVILION
 (due to renovations at church)
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

THANK YOU

THANK YOU
To my wonderful family and friends for their 
good wishes, cards and gifts I received last 
weekend. Your kindnesses overwhelmed me. 

Jenni x
PS It’s the new 40 apparently!

Arran Bridge Club results
The latest results from the Arran Bridge Club are as fol-
lows: aggregate competition at Lamlash on Monday No-
vember 28. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and David Campbell, 2 
Alison Bilsland and Eendy McNiven, 3 Anne McKelvie 
and Janie Maclure. E/W 1 Fiona Henderson and Maureen 
Cumming, 2 Douglas Chase and Jennifer Wales, 3 Jennif-
er McArthur and Jean Barclay.
 Aggregate competition held at Brodick on Thursday De-
cember 1. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 
Jean Barclay and Elizabeth McKellar, 3 Morag Gardner 
and Eendy McNiven. E/W 1 John Baraclough and Jennifer 
Wales, 2 Jessmay Peacock and Margaret McGill, 3 Mau-
reen Cumming and Jennifer McArthur.
 Aggregate competition at Lamlash on Monday Decem-
ber 5. N/S 1 Doug Chase and Jennifer Wales, 2.Margaret 
McGill and Pat Adamson, 3. Jennifer McArthur and Jean 
Barclay. E/W 1 Alison Bilsland and Eendy McNiven, 2. 
Tricia Martin and David Campbell, 3 Brenda Livingstone 
and Morag Gardner.

KA Leisure wins 
gold at diamond 
RoSPA awards
KA Leisure has been suc-
cessful in the 60th year of 
the RoSPA occupational 
health and safety awards 
2016. The organisa-
tion, which runs all lei-
sure-based facilities on 
behalf of North Ayrshire 
Council, including the Ar-
ran Campus in Lamlash, 
achieved the gold award 
in the prestigious annual 
scheme run by the Royal 
Society for the Prevention 
of Accidents.

Alex Murray, KA Lei-
sure’s health and safety 
co-ordinator, was present-
ed with the award during a 
recent ceremony at the 
Hilton Hotel, Glasgow, as 

Aldi gives support to 
Arran High School 
mountain bike club
Arran High School moun-
tain bike club is one of the 
six sports clubs across Ayr-
shire to receive support 
from Aldi  as part of the 
supermarket’s fi rst Scottish 
Sport Fund.

The clubs will bene-
fi t from £2,985 of support 
with each club receiving up 
to £500.

The Aldi sport fund was 
launched this year follow-
ing their national sponsor-
ship of Team GB. It is de-
signed to support charity 
sports clubs across Scotland 
and build a legacy from the 
Olympic Games by help-
ing young people take part 
in physical activity within 
their local communities.

Hundreds of applications 
were submitted from all 
over Scotland and a judging 
panel from Aldi was given 
the tough job of reviewing 
all applications and select-
ing benefi ciaries.

the event marked its dia-
mond anniversary.

The RoSPA awards are 
celebrating 60 years of 
presenting highly-regarded 
and sought-after accolades 
to businesses and organi-
sations which have shown 
commitment to accident 
and ill-health prevention.

Through the scheme, 
which is open to businesses 
and organisations of all 
types and sizes from across 
the UK and overseas, judges 
consider entrants’ over-
arching occupation-
al health and safe-
ty management systems, 
including practices 
such as leadership and 

workforce involvement.
Julia Small, RoSPA’s 

head of awards and events, 
said: ‘To win an award at 
such a highly-regarded 
event as the RoSPA awards 
is a great achievement for 

our winners. 
‘It recognises their com-

mitment to maintaining an 
excellent health and safe-
ty record and raises the bar 
for other organisations to 
aspire to.’

18TH & 21ST BIRTHDAY

Richard Holloway, man-
aging director at Aldi, said: 
‘As an offi cial long-term 
partner of Team GB, en-
couraging fi t and healthy 
active lifestyles is import-
ant to Aldi. 

‘Launching the sport fund 
in Scotland is our way of 
giving clubs and organisa-
tions a helping hand to con-
tinue their great work in the 
local area and we are de-
lighted to announce that the 
fund will reopen for appli-
cations in 2017.’

Olympic gold and silver 
medallist Callum Skinner 
said: ‘Aldi’s support of sports 
clubs in Scotland is hugely 
important. I started training 
at the City of Edinburgh Rac-
ing Club in Meadow bank so 
know fi rst-hand that this type 
of funding will make a con-
siderable difference to clubs 
and charities throughout the 
country.’

 

MACGREGOR - IAN
Peacefully at Crosshouse 
Hospital on Monday 28th 
November 2016. Ian, aged 85 
years, husband of Helen, father 
of Calum, Graeme and Sheila, 
and grandfather of Katie, Fiona, 
Alastair and Jennifer. Funeral 
service at Lamlash Church on 
Friday, 9th December at 11:30 
am and thereafter
to Lamlash Cemetery. All 
welcome. No fl owers please.

LAMONT - KENNY
Mai Tanton & Kenny Lamont 
would like to thank friends, 
neighbours and carers for the 
love and support they have given 
Kenny over the past months.  A 
special thank you to Grace, Clair 
and Stuart at the village shop 
for taking in Kennys shopping 
and chatting to him.  To Jill 
for her soups and popping in, 
Rachael and Sturan Armitage 
for always being ready to help 
also for looking after Mai at 
this diffi cult time.  Thank you to 
Rev Jean Hunter for the lovely 
service and to David and Clair 
Hendry for their guidance and 
effi ciency.  Our hearts will never 
forget the love and dedication 
of the nurses and doctors 
at the Arran War Memorial 
Hospital in Kennys words ‘you 
are amazing’.  Kenny will be 
missed by all ‘A real gentleman’  
Thank you all so much.

From all at 
Armitage

Happy 
18th 

Proudlog

Happy 
21st 

FJ
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Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 31st December 2014 
and 31st December 2015 for combined print and digital editions was 3,053.
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01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Starting
from £299 

Memorial Quaich win for 
Sherwood

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday December 4, 
Whiting Bay v Brodick at 
Shiskine.

Well, it had to happen 
some time, but after three 
and a bit Winter League 
campaigns undefeated, 
Whiting Bay lost narrowly 
to Brodick at Shiskine on 
Sunday – 2 and 1/2 to 1 
and 1/2.  Hard luck, lads, 
and well played Brodick.
 On to round three and our 
next opponents Shiskine at 
Machrie. All to play for.

Brian Sherwood who won the with the Alan C Bannatyne Memorial Quaich at Shiskine. 

Brian Sherwood won the Alan C Ban-
natyne Memorial Quaich and Lochran-
za match out of a fi eld of 13 who 
played in wet conditions on the links 
at Shiskine Golf Club on Saturday No-
vember 19. 

Allan Napier won the sweep with 
26 points, and nearest the pins were 

Brian Sherwood at the fourth and Jack 
McNally at the10th. 

There were magic twos from B 
Sherwood, A Napier and Gator. A 
Napier, G Andrew, B Sherwood and 
Gator fought it out at the dominoes and 
Brian Sherwood won the quaich. 

Congratulations!

Sunday December 4, San-
ta’s Christmas tree party. 
Thanks to all who came to 
our Christmas tree party. It 
was nice to see the excite-
ment of Christmas on the 
faces and to hear so many 
talk of their letters to Santa 
and his elves. And the chil-
dren seemed to enjoy it all 
as well.

Thanks to Lily and Gege 
for running the event with 
their usual aplomb and to 
John at the bar for the nib-
bles and refreshments. 

Fixtures:  Saturday De-
cember  10, Christmas so-
cial and prize-giving in 
the clubhouse. Full range 
of curries available, from 
7pm, all welcome. Sunday 
December 11, Winter Cup 
round 3.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday Novem-
ber 10, Wednesday Cup. 
John Beattie, Derek Rox-
burgh and Charles O’Neill 
all had net 66s. On a bet-
ter inward half count-
back, John was the win-
ner with Derek runner-up. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday December 1, yel-
low medal, 16 played, CSS 
60, par 6. 1 Allan Winship 
73-14=59, 2 Mark Wren 
70-10=60. Magic twos Ian 
Bremner and Billy O’Con-
nor @7th, best scratch 
Mark Wren 70.

Fixtures: Sunday De-
cember 11, Glenburn Cup, 
9.30am and noon starts. 
Thursday December 15, 
yellow medal, 11am draw.

Lochranza Golf Club
Fixture: Sunday December 
18, the Buddy Bowl. Would 
all members note that 
the competition for the 
Buddy Bowl, in memory of 
one of the club’s great sup-
porters Robert Kerr, will be 
played for over Corrie Golf 
Club. Draw to take place at 
noon.
 The prize-giving will be 
held at the Lochranza Ho-
tel. All welcome.

Corrie Golf Club
Fixtures: Saturday Decem-
ber 10, the Joe McKen-
zie Memorial Trophy, 18-
hole stableford, ballots at 
8.30am and noon.

Arran Golfers’ Association
Sunday December 4, Win-

ter League/Duncan Trophy 
2016/2017, second round, 
Shiskine Golf Club.
 A lovely dry day although 
cold to start. Thanks to 
Stewart and staff for the 
condition of the course, 
which was great, also to 
Dougie for starting and the 
girls in the clubhouse for 
soup and sandwiches.

Shiskine had a convincing 
win over Corrie in the fi rst 

match by 3.5 to 0.5. Lam-
lash and Machrie fought 
out a draw with three of the 
four games going to the last. 
Final game saw Brodick 
defeat Whiting Bay by 2.5 
to 1.5

The third round is at 
Machrie on Sunday Jan-
uary 8: Draw – Machrie 
v Brodick 8.30am, Whit-
ing Bay v Shiskine 9.20am, 
Corrie v Lamlash 11.50am.


