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Budget cutbacks see fewer 
forest paths maintained
Cash cuts will see fewer 
forest paths on Arran being 
regularly maintained, it has 
been revealed.

Budgetary restrains at 
the Forestry Commission 
means there is less mon-
ey available to spend on 
path maintenance. Follow-
ing the meeting in which 
the environmental panel in-
vestigated the viability of 
the trails on Arran, a deci-
sion had to be made on how 
the limited resources could 
best be used.

The outcome of the meet-
ing is that popular trails at 
Giant’s Graves, Glenash-
dale Falls, Dyemill, Glen-
ricard, King’s Cave, the 
Fallen Rocks at North San-
nox and one trail at Brodick 
Castle will be fully main-
tained, promoted and way-
marked.

However, this will be at 
the expense of some of the 
other more minor routes 
under Forestry Commis-
sion care which will, in fu-

ture, be marked in a more 
low key manner and re-
ceive less promotion. They 
will be used to highlight the 
link with communities and 
other routes around the is-
land.

One of the strains on the 
forestry budget, managed 
by Forest Enterprise Scot-
land, is that paths which are 
created under one off gov-
ernment and community 
schemes eventually fall on 
them to maintain.

A Forest Enterprise 
spokesman said: ‘We had a 
very positive meeting with 
the environment panel on 
Arran to explain how we 
intend to continue promot-
ing and developing what 
recreation facilities we of-
fer on Arran. Part of this is 
how we tie in with others to 
help visitors explore others 
parts and attractions on the 
island.

‘Our research shows that 
visitor numbers to the is-
land are increasing, howev-
er the demographic is also 

The Soul Choir help to get everyone into the Christmas spirit as they perform a selection of carols and songs at 
Santa’s Sparkle which, despite the weather, proved a resounding success. Full report pages 2 and 3. 01_B48soul01
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Santa’s Sparkle has a real community spirit
Words and photographs

by Hugh Boag
The weather could have been kinder to the 
fi rst community Santa’s Sparkle last Satur-
day. But that did not stop the Lamlash com-
munity as well as people from across the is-
land and the mainland coming out in their 
droves to support the event.

Two big marquees on Lamlash green, to-
gether with the church hall, were the venue 
for the events throughout the day and repeat-

ed downpours failed to dampen the enthusi-
asm of those taking part.

Top of the bill was Santa’s grotto which at-
tracted long queues all day in the church hall. 
But there was also musical entertainment 
throughout the day, a wide variety of stalls, 
a bustling Christmas market and outdoor 
games – including two runs of the colour 
run – all of which kept children and adults 
amused.

 The day began with the appearance of San-

Santa and his Elf helper meets children in his grotto. 01_B48sparkl405

Heather Queen Alyssa McGarrie leads the parade. 01_B48sparkle02

Santa arrives atop the Mogabout. 01_B48sparkle03

The Soul Choir entertain a packed marquee with Christmas songs. 
01_B48sparkle08

Members of the Arran Brass Band brave the driving rain 
to perform at the Christmas tree lighting ceremony. 
01_B48sparkle12
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Santa’s Sparkle has a real community spirit
ta at the pier atop the Mogabout followed 
by the traditional parade along the main 
street led by Lamlash Heather Queen Alys-
sa McGarrie in an open-top car, followed by 
members of the Arran Viking Longship Soci-
ety in full regalia.

Finale
The day ended with traditional Christmas 

carols by the Arran Brass Band in the rain 
followed by the Heather Queen switching on 
the community Christmas tree lighting and a 

fi reworks display before the wet crowd head-
ed into a fi nale with the Taiko Drummers per-
forming in the marquee.

It was the fi rst time community group Lam-
lash Events had organised the day and mem-
bers were pleased with how it all went, al-
though a few changes will be made if it goes 
ahead next year.

One supporter on social media said: ‘It was 
a great event, with great planning. Well done 
for putting this together.’

Members of the Arran Viking Longship Society who entertained on the day, l to r, the Rev 
Adrian Fallows, Stephen Sparshott, Fiona Short and Ben Jay. 01_B48sparkle01

Heather Queen Alyssa McGarrie leads the parade. 01_B48sparkle02

Two little children don’t know what to make of meeting Santa. 01_B48sparkle06

The Soul Choir entertain a packed marquee with Christmas songs. 
01_B48sparkle08

Fireworks light up the night sky after the Christmas tree is 
lit. 01_B48sparkle11
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Continued from page 1
changing with more old-
er people coming to Ar-
ran. We need to ensure that 
what we offer matches the 
expectations of these visi-
tors as well as local people. 

‘We need to use our re-
sources carefully and this 
could mean less promotion 
of some trails while focus-
ing our attention on pro-
moting the most popular 
trails that people are most 
likely to use.

‘Once felling has com-
pleted at a number of for-
ests, we aim to commence 
a programme of improve-
ments at key walks on the 
island. 

The start of the Dyemill path at Lamlash which has 
escaped the chop. 01_B48path01

Cutbacks see fewer forest paths maintained

MBE for Dr John 
McLure
The man who looked after 
a generation of children in 
Ayrshire and Arran recently 
received his MBE at Buck-
ingham Palace following 
his award in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours list.

Retired consultant paeda-
trician John McClure, 73, is 
now chairman of the Scot-
tish Cot Death Trust and a 
regular visitor to Arran as 
he has a house in Corrie.

Dr McClure started as 
a junior doctor at Seaf-
ield Hospital, Ayr, in Octo-
ber 1970 and returned as a 
consultant in 1975. He re-
mained there until services 
were transferred to Seafi eld 
Wing at the new Ayr Hospi-
tal in 1991.

Over the years Dr Mc-
Clure treated thousands of 
youngsters, many of whom 
actually looked forward to 
seeing him and discovering 
what pattern would be on 
his bow tie that day.

He became a trustee of the 
Scottish Cot Death Trust 

Dr John McClure was awarded an MBE recently.

in 1991 and took over the 
chair in 2002. Dr McClure 
kept a focus on sudden in-
fant death ever since the 
fi rst Scottish surveys were 
conducted in the late 1970s 
and early 1980s.

He was also concerned 
with ensuring that good 
support for bereaved fam-
ilies was available across 
Scotland, and is recognised 
as a driving force in estab-
lishing a system of case re-
views of sudden unexpect-
ed infant death.

Leading role
As a paediatrician he was 

involved in major trans-
formations in children’s 
health, taking a leading 
role in developing servic-
es for cystic fi brosis, chil-
dren’s cancer and neonatal 
services in Ayrshire.

Since retirement he has 
enthusiastically contin-
ued as not only as the ma-
jor player in the Scottish 
Cot Death Trust but also in 
campaigning on the risks 

and consequences of ma-
ternal alcohol consumption 
in pregnancy (foetal alco-
hol spectrum).

Dr McClure is an active 
campaigner on sudden un-
expected death in infancy. 
He and colleagues at the 
Scottish Cot Death Trust 
are hosting an international 
conference on SIDS, still-
birth and baby survival in 
Glasgow next year, the fi rst 

time this event has come to 
Scotland.

Lynsay Allan, executive 
director of the Scottish Cot 
Death Trust, said: ‘Dr Mc-
Clure gives of his time and 
energy so generously. The 
fact that he has done so for 
so many years, ably sup-
ported by his wife Jean, is 
testament to his dedication 
to help children and their 
families across Scotland.’

‘We will also continue 
to work closely with lo-
cal groups such as Visit-
Arran, the Access Trust 

and the community coun-
cil to keep our promotion-
al messages relevant and 
how you can access Arran’s 

forests on a wider scale.’
As part of the programme 
of improvements the zigzag 
path at the Giant’s Grave 
will receive a considera-
ble amount of investment 
and improvement along 
with the nearby Glenash-
dale trail.

The Forestry Commission 
fi rst came to Arran in 1950 
and, on behalf of the peo-
ple of Scotland, owns and 
manages about a quarter of 
the island, 11,000 hectares. 
Other than managing these 
forests, which were plant-
ed with sitka spruce that 
has now reached maturity, 
it also manages more than 
a dozen trails around Arran.

The Rock Pool
The Rock Pool is closing on 24th December 

Until then it is business as usual 
with books and sundries 1/2 price.

Many thanks to all our customers 
who have supported us over the years.

NB: Ailsa is not retiring and her work can be seen at Bunty’s  
in the meantime and other outlets in the New Year.

Anyone needing to contact Ailsa 
can email: ailsa.mcnicol@btinternet.com
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Back to basics for 
Sinbad pantomime
The Arran pantomime is 
going back to basics this 
year – oh yes, it is!

It has an Arabian theme as 
it takes us on Sinbad’s De-
sert Adventure a panto the 
Lamlash Drama Group and 
friends presented a number 
of years ago, this time with 
a few additions.

This will be the club’s 37th 
panto, starting with Aladdin 
back in 1981, and after the 
success of last year’s Beau-
ty and the Beast, which was 
a diversion from the typical 
‘panto’, the group has de-
cided to revert to true panto 
this year and perhaps alter-
nate the styles yearly.

But it has not been all 
plain sailing as director/
producer Maureen Smith 

Shop Arran extravaganza is here
Shoppers and those looking to secure fes-
tive bargains are in for a treat this weekend 
as Shop Arran begins today (Friday) with 
a host of discounts deals and surprises at 
participating stores.

The 25 stores taking part, which range 
from jewellery makers to home hardware 
and clothing, and everything in between, 
including foodstuff, gifts and artwork, are 
all offering various promotions ranging 
from free gifts to generous discounts.

In addition to the bargains on offer, three 
winners who have their Shop Arran cards 
stamped by six of the stores taking part 
can enter a competition to win three Ar-

ran cards preloaded with credit, which can 
be used in the vast majority of shops on 
Arran.

Three winners
In previous years luxury hampers were 

up for grabs, however this year three win-
ners can use the cards for spending on 
whatever they choose, be it in restaurants, 
shops or even accommodation on the is-
land.

Shop Arran runs until close of business 
on Sunday. Check last week’s Banner for 
full details of participating outlets, which 
will also have posters and signs to show 
they are taking part.

Join the art trail
Following the success of 
the fi rst 12 months of the 
year-round Arran Art Trail, 
the organisers would like to 
invite any artists, photogra-
phers or crafts people who 
are interested in joining the 
trail to contact them.

The aim of the trail is to 
promote Arran’s arts and 
crafts all year round and to 
enhance the annual Open 
Studios weekend which 
takes place every August. 
The feedback from visi-
tors to the island during the 
fi rst year was excellent and 
Trail members look for-
ward to welcoming even 
more visitors to island stu-
dios next year as the word 
spreads.

The successful Arran 
Open Studios event, offer-
ing many more studios to 
visit, will run from August 
10-14, 2018.

Further information 
and details can be ob-
tained by email at arrana-
rttrail@gmail.com or tele-
phone Ann Hume on 07975 
589432 or Angela Elliott 
Walker on 01770 303906.

A scene from 
the very � rst 
Lamlash Drama 
Club panto 
Aladdin in 
1981 from the 
Banner archive. 

explained: ‘Sadly we had to 
reshuffl e the cast only three 
weeks ago due to one of our 
members having to pull out 
unexpectedly and we shall 
miss her very much, but 
she’ll be back next time I’m 
sure.

‘This caused a major head-
ache but as they say “the 
show must go on”, and after 
a few frantic reshuffl es, we 
got there and will be ready to 
go in two weeks time.

‘I always say this is the 
last time, but they won’t 
let me stop. The young-
sters love taking part even 
though it’s an adult club, 
and we just keep going year 
in year out. 

‘It’s a real team effort 
and I am always grateful 

to everyone who helps in 
whatever capacity,’ Mau-
reen added.

The panto will be held 
in the community theatre, 
Lamlash on three nights 
from Thursday December 

14 to Saturday December 
16 at 7.30pm. There will 
also be a Saturday matinee 
at 2pm.

Tickets are only on sale 
at the KA Campus at Ar-
ran High School today and 

tomorrow (Saturday De-
cember 2 and Sunday De-
cember 3), and December 9 
and 10, from 10am to 2pm. 
They will then be on sale 
at the door before perfor-
mances.
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

ARRAN DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL SERVICES

Shona Fowler
Kelvin Edge, Whiting Bay, 
01770 700853 mob: 07443040092
E: shonaf3@gmail.com
www.arrandomesticcommercialservices.co.uk

Deep clean specialities including ovens, kitchens, offi ces
Whole/part home/business  |  Outside/inside
Painting/light gardening  |  No job too small

Lamlash toilets 
are taken over
The future of the Lamlash 
public toilets has been se-
cured.

Lamlash Improvements 
has taken over a temporary 
lease of the rundown toilet 
block at the pier and hopes 
to have them open as soon 
as possible.

They were opened for a 
single day last weekend for 
Santa’s Sparkle and now 
the Lamlash Improvements 
Toilet Committee is work-
ing to get them open over 
the winter months, with a 
full opening in the spring.

Councillor Timothy Bill-
ings, who is also chairman 
of Lamlash Improvements, 
said: ‘Once we have got a 
few things sorted, like a 
suitable lock, we will pub-

Super support for Dr Graham’s Homes
Considering the dreich weather, what wonderful support 
the soup and sandwiches lunch, in support of Dr Graham’s 
Homes, enjoyed at Brodick church hall on Saturday. Peo-
ple arrived continually until closing time to sample the 
delicious soup, sandwiches, chat and partake in the fab-
ulous raffl e.

Group leader, the Rev John Webster, was missing but 
his loyal team coped in his absence. Many thanks to the 
Friends of Kalimpong and their faithful supporters who 
helped raise the amazing sum of £818. This amount is al-
most enough to support a child at DGH for one year, mak-
ing it a very rewarding day.

Lamlash carol concert 
will be a musical treat
The annual Arran carol 
concert will again feature 
more than 100 singers and 
musicians to launch the is-
land’s Christmas celebra-
tions on Monday night.

The concert this year 
aims to bring people to-
gether and there are quite 
a number of unique combi-
nations where singers and 
musicians are performing 
together.

The Arran Orchestra 
again features the strings 
of Arco, the high school 
woodwind players and, of 
course, Arran Brass, who 
will also play with the Isle 
of Arran Pipe Band. Mez-

licise the opening. The 
council has painted the in-
side of the toilet, and there 
have already been some 
other repairs carried out by 
local tradespeople, so a big 
thanks to them, as well as 
the members of the toilet 
committee.’

He said initially the pre-
vious ladies’ toilet would 
be converted into a unisex 
block, which also had dis-
abled access. He said the 
gents was in a much worse 
state and required a reme-
dial roof repair to stop the 
building getting any worse 
which, he said, was the 
fi rst priority.

Councillor Billings told 
Arran Community Coun-
cil this week that the long-

term aim was to complete 
a community asset transfer 
of the toilets block.

He also said Lamlash Im-
provements was trying to 
gain charity status which 
would allow it access to 
grants which could help it 
develop the toilets block 

in the future. He said that 
once it had charity sta-
tus there were ‘all sorts of 
things we can do’.

Councillor Billings also 
said they were pressing 
ahead with a community 
asset transfer for three of 
the village swing parks.

Some of the volunteers who helped serve the soup and 
sandwiches. 

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

zo soprano Frances Coyle 
sings, with Mandy Hunter 
on clarsach and Alice Max-
well on fi ddle.

The Arran Soul Choir and 
the Trumpet Quartet appear 
for the fi rst time and the 
singing group Vivace and 
Music Matters make a wel-
come return.

The addition of the Lam-
lash church organ will en-
sure a memorable combi-
nation of instruments. The 
concert is on Monday De-
cember 4, at 7.30pm at 
Lamlash Church and is in 
aid of CLIC Sargent, which 
provides support for young 
people with cancer.
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Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Arran

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 9th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Brodick

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Lochranza

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum

Pupils join world’s 
biggest sleep-out
Four pupils from Arran 
High School face a cold 
night exposed to the ele-
ments next weekend when 
they take part in the larg-
est sleep-out in the world, 
to raise awareness about 
homelessness.

The girls are joining Sleep 
in the Park, which is ex-
pected to attract up to 9,000 
participants, including First 
Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
and actor and comedian 
John Cleese, which is being 
in Princes Street Gardens in 
Edinburgh.

The event is being organ-
ised by Social Bite, a Scot-
tish social enterprise which 
is working to eradicate 
homelessness over a fi ve-
year period.

The four students – Rachel 

Market report
Untied Auctions had for-
ward 7,127 store lambs 
and  feeding sheep at their 
sale in Stirling on Monday 
November 27.

Leading prices were: 
store lambs – Cnoc (TexX) 
£71; Craigdhu (TexX) £66; 
Springfi eld (TexX) £64; 
Creagrainech (TexX) £62; 
Auchenhew (TexX) £62; 
Bloomfi eld (TexX) £52; 
Drumnaghinier (SuffX) 
£64; Creagrainech (SuffX) 
£63; Auchenhew (SuffX) 
£62.50; Sheddock (Suf-
fX) £56.50; Creagrainech 
(Mule) £51; North Sannox 
(BF) £33; Ceither Gaoithe 
(Cross) £46.

Ewes – Ardbheinn (TexX) 
£82; Bridge (BF) £34; Shed-
dock (BF) £25. Tups – 
Springfi eld (Tex) £70.

Club draw 
winners
The winners of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 
200 club October draw 
were: fi rst prize Jane 
Nichol and second prize 
Eileen McAllister.

The four Arran girls facing a cold night, but it is for a good cause. 

Janse Van Rensburg, Jessi-
ca Miller, Lauren Robert-
son and Louise Shankland 
– will be sleeping outside 
without shelter to simulate 
what homeless people have 
to experience every night.

For them, winter is an es-
pecially hard time as at 
night they often have lit-
tle or no shelter and insuffi -
cient means to keep warm. 
The event is hoping to raise 
£4 million which will go 
towards temporary hous-
ing.

The students are very ex-
cited to be part of some-
thing which will have such 
a big impact on people’s 
lives and are hoping to raise 
at least £250 in sponsor-
ship. They have been plan-
ning several fundraisers, in-

cluding a raffl e at parents’ 
night. Anyone who would 
like to contribute to this 

cause can visit: uk.virgin 
moneygiving.com and go 
to the school Sleep in the 

Park page. Any contribu-
tion would be greatly ap-
preciated.



8 Letters ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 2 December, 2017arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Editorial

Thought for the week

How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.
co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Oban, 
PA34 4 HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

True cost of 
alcohol
Sir,
At last the Scottish Govern-
ment’s minimum unit pric-
ing (MUP) for alcohol will 
be law and I hope it will be 
effective.

But it would appear there 
is going to be another cost, 
this time to Arran’s envi-
ronment, with the Isle of 
Arran Distillery’s proposal 
to discharge untreated dis-
tillery effl uent and trade ef-
fl uent directly into the sea 
around Arran’s coast.

It proposes to do this next 
to Lennymor, which is a 
designated as a National 
Scenic Area (NSA). Into 
this NSA it is proposed to 
build a pumping station 
the size of a domestic ga-
rage, whose diesel gener-
ator will be running up to 
six hours a day to discharge 
two 30,000-litre tank-
ers (60,000 litres per day) 
which will be parked next 
to the pump house.

The proposed hardcore 
turning area for the tankers 
is of a size that will easily 
accommodate the 15 to 20 
campervans which it will 
inevitably attract. The ef-
fl uent volume applied to be 
discharged is just over 20 
million litres per year. This 
is an annual equivalent to 
one and a half times the do-
mestic waste of the village 
of Lochranza into this pris-
tine environment.

Surely this project should 
be ‘called in’ by the Scot-
tish Government to re-ex-
amine this proposal and 
once again look at the mini-
mum price Arran’s environ-
ment should pay before this 
ill-considered project in-
dustrialises one of Arran’s 
last accessible wilderness 
areas forever.

Yours,
Donald Mackelvie,
Macneish,
Lamlash.

Double the 
discharge 
Sir,
Why is it that everyone 
else is supposed to be look-
ing after our seashore, but 
Arran Distillery is given a 
free hand to pump its effl u-
ent straight into the sea by 
local planners.

The castle spit in Loch-
ranza is already coated 
regularly in scum, which 
makes the gravel shore 
dirty and diffi cult to walk 
and, being one of our 
main tourist attractions, it 
doesn’t go down well.

Who is being paid to mon-
itor our beach anyway? 
There are times when it’s 
possible to shovel the scum 
off the surface of the wa-
ter on a rising tide. Could 
this possibly be coming 
from material already being 
spread on the land and be-
ing washed into our rivers?

Unlike further up the west 
coast, we have very little 
tidal movement, one to two 
knots compared to, for ex-
ample, sea areas around Is-
lay and Jura having seven 
to eight knots.

With plans for another 
distillery to be built at the 
south of the island, does 
that mean further effl u-
ent will be brought to the 
north end to be disposed 
of, potentially doubling 
the amount discharged to 
120,000 litres per day? An-
other beauty spot ruined. 
What next?

Yours,
Innes Murchie,
Lochranza.

What a farce
Sir,
Your article on the new fer-
ry, together with the let-
ters’ page, made interesting 
reading last week.

Following that came the  
failure of the Caledoni-
an Isles to sail for most of 
Friday, and the apparent-
ly mixed messages issued 

about the likelihood or oth-
erwise of any service that 
day, and one can only say: 
‘What a farce!’

Little seems to be said in 
favour of the new terminal 
at Brodick, while the con-
tinuing problem of berthing 
in Ardrossan remains un-
addressed by port authori-
ties, and, indeed, CalMac, 
whose new ship for the ser-
vice is even bigger than 
the present one, and which 
may fi nd entering Ardros-
san harbour even more 
problematic.

Will this new larger ferry 
also have to take refuge 
overnight in Brodick every 
time winds gust above 30 
knots, which is hardly ex-
ceptionally strong? It looks 
as though Arran will con-
tinue to be served by ships 
and ports, not to mention 
a ferry operator, which are 
not fi t for the purpose.

And its coming into ser-
vice will be delayed by 
mistakes/problems while it 
was being built – yet more 
incompetence.

I understand that much 
is being made of the new 
environmentally friendly 
feeling of the new ferry, but 
I have read that there is no 
facility in Scotland to pro-
vide/produce this new fuel, 
so there will be more air 
pollution involved in road 
tankers bring the fuel to 
Ardrossan.

Yours,
Douglas Hamilton,
Lamlash.

Seas not for sale
Sir,
In response to last week’s 
article entitled ‘Seas around 
Arran are not for sale’, I 
support Arran constituents 
who are concerned about 
the potential expansion 
of St Molio’s fi sh farm in 
Lamlash Bay. As accurate-
ly reported last week, I am 
opposed to such an expan-
sion, as is Patricia Gibson 
MP. We have both written 

to the Scottish Environ-
ment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) and Roseanna Cun-
ningham MSP, cabinet sec-
retary for environment, 
climate change and land re-
form, to make our position 
clear.

However, I was surprised 
by some of the content and 
the tone of last week’s arti-
cle. Given that such an ap-
plication has not yet been 
received by SEPA, I think 
it is inappropriate and mis-
guided to call for anyone to 
consult on an application 
which does not yet exist.

I was particularly con-
cerned to read that ‘… 
participants could not un-
derstand how the same 
Scottish government that 
recognised in 2016 how 
special Arran’s waters and 
sea-beds were – by en-
forcing a Marine Protected 
Area with seagrass mead-
ows and maerl beds – is 
now considering allowing 
1,000 tons of salmon sew-
age, including toxic chem-
icals, to go into Lamlash 
Bay untreated.’

The Scottish government 
is categorically not consid-
ering the above, because 
there has been no new ap-
plication received and it 
has not yet been given the 
opportunity to consider the 
matter one way or another.

To monitor whether or 
not an application has been 
made, you can visit the fol-
lowing SEPA webpage: 
https://www.sepa.org.uk/
regulations/consultations/
advertised-applications-
under-car/

Of course, if the Scot-
tish Salmon Company 
does lodge an application, 
any islander can make rep-
resentations to SEPA in 
writing within 28 days. I 
would encourage everyone 
with an interest in this issue 
to make their views known.

Yours,
Kenneth Gibson MSP,
Cunningham North.

‘Prepare a road for the 
Lord through the wil-
derness, clear a highway 
across the desert for our 
God. Thus shall the glory 
of the Lord be revealed’ 
(Isaiah 40:3).

Forests for all
Any cutbacks in forest 
path maintenance have to 
be disappointing.

The Forestry Commis-
sion has been looking at 
the situation on Arran for 
some time and has come 
up with a plan which will 
see more resources thrown 
at the most popular paths, 
at the expense of those 
which are more off the 
beaten track, as it were.

And we can see where 
the FC, and the Forest En-
terprise management, are 
coming from. 

These are island assets 
which must be maintained 
at all costs for the 
enjoyment of both visi-
tors and islanders, a lot of 
whom are not getting any 
younger.

They argue too that their 
tight resources are being 
stretched beyond their 
limit by fact that they are 
left to pick up the mainte-
nance of paths which have 
been funded through gov-
ernment or other sources, 
and with that we too have 
some sympathy.

What we do not want to 
see, however, are more 
minor paths, which maybe 
don’t have the footfall of 
say Glenashdale Falls, 
becoming overgrown and 
forgotten and leaving 
previous accessible parts 
of the island to become, 
virtually, out of bounds.

We are sure it is a diffi -
cult juggling act but it is 
must all be part of man-
aging Arran’s forests for 
everyone.
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Glamping 
site of the 
year award
A second Arran campsite 
was among the winners in 
the recent AA Caravan and 
Camping Awards 2018.

Runach Arainn in Kil-
mory was named glamp-
ing site of the year, the sec-
ond Arran campsite to win 
an award, after Seal Shore 
won small campsite of the 
year, as reported in last 
week’s Banner.

Brexit and the fall in the 
value of the pound are said 
to have helped contrib-
ute to the rise of glamping 
and luxury options availa-
ble, helping to ensure these 

One of the Runach Arrain yurts in Kilmory. 01_B48glamp01

camping and caravanning 
sites remain fi rm family 
favourites for holiday 
destinations. More and 
more sites now provide 
the likes of luxury yurts 
and huts, in addition to the 
more traditional family 
holiday options.

Superb
The judges said: ‘Run-

ach Arainn, Gaelic for “Se-
cret Arran”, lives up to its 
name – three superb Scot-
tish-made, 20ft-diameter 
yurts hidden away in a 
quiet and beautiful part 
of the Isle of Arran, just 

a 15-minute walk from a 
lovely beach on the south-
ern shore of this magical is-
land. Access is via a quiet 
lane, which is a riot of wild 
fl owers and fl owering haw-
thorn in spring, providing 
the perfect introduction to 
Runach Arainn.

‘It’s a successful delivery 
of glamping style. The very 
high quality and spacious 
yurts have furnishings and 
fi ttings that create the rustic 
romance of camping, while 
the private bathrooms add 
creature comfort that is an 
essential component of a 

truly exceptional glamping 
experience. 

‘Fire pits and outdoor 
cooking facilities enhance 
rustic charm and appeal of 
the place.

‘The yurts sit within a 
developing forest garden 
that the owners have cre-
ated, and the purchase of 
neighbouring woodland 
has further expanded and 

improved this true rural 
idyll. With chickens, geese, 
ducks and now beehives in 
the new wooded area, this 
is a true return to nature 
that’s very much in tune 
with yurt living.’

Owner Pippa Downing 
said: ‘We are absolutely 
delighted to have won this 
award and to have two win-
ners on Arran covering 

camping and glamping is 
just brilliant.’

All winners will feature 
in the 50th anniversary edi-
tion of the AA Caravanning 
and Camping Guide.

In another win for Arran, 
Cruickshanks Boutique 
B&B in Whiting Bay has 
been awarded 5 AA gold 
stars for its ‘amazing hos-
pitality’.
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Funding fayre is a
big success
A recent funding fayre or-
ganised by Kenneth Gib-
son MSP and Patricia Gib-
son MP, was a resounding 
success, with representa-
tives of more than 120 local 
community organisations 
attending throughout the 

International 
Christmas
dinner
The Brodick Free Church 
is hosting a Christmas 
dinner for internationals 
living on Arran to get to-
gether and share their fes-
tive food and traditions.

The friendly and social 
event is aimed at encour-
aging people to meet up 
and enjoy the company 
of interesting others and 
to experience food and 
festive treats from other 
countries.

Visitors are encouraged 
to bring a dish from their 
country to share with oth-
ers and to try the dishes 
that others have brought 
with them.

The international 
Christmas dinner will 
take place on Saturday 
December 9 at Brod-
ick Free Church, behind 
the Post Offi ce, at 6pm. 
For further information 
contact Benjamin van 
Rensburg at:  benande-
laine2010@gmail.com Kenneth and Patricia Gibson with representatives who took part in the funding fayre.

A number of Arran organisations attended the funding 
fayre in Saltcoats. 

morning to fi nd out from 
funders how they could se-
cure grants and support.

A number of organisa-
tions from Arran attend-
ed the event in Saltcoats 
town hall including repre-
sentatives from the com-

munity council, the elder-
ly forum, St Bride’s church 
committee, Corrie and  Kil-
mory primary school par-
ent council members, Arran 
Music, Arran Theatre and 
Arts, Arran Youth Founda-
tions, the Community Land 

Initiative, Arran Commu-
nity and Voluntary Service 
(ACVS) and Lamlash Im-
provements Committee.

Afterward Mr Gibson 
said: ‘There was such en-
thusiasm that the event be-
gan 15 minutes early and 
overran by another 45. 
There was also loads of 
networking going on.’

Mrs Gibson added: 
‘Funders were delighted 

that so many people wanted 
help and information, with 
one suggesting that ‘four 
out of fi ve’ groups are like-
ly to be successful in apply-
ing to them for grants.

‘Feedback from the com-
munity groups themselves 
was very positive and I 
have no doubt that many 
across North Ayrshire will 
benefi t from having partic-
ipated.’
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Arran Butcher - Delicious handmade 
Arran Haggis & Arran Black Pudding. 

3 sizes available.
01770 860354 

www.thearranbutcher.com
Harbour Shop - 
Handmade Christmas 
Cakes available at The 
Harbour shop from the 
1st of December, 
£6.99 for the small round 
cakes and £12.99 for the 
boxed ones. 
Tel: 01770 860 215 

           THE HARBOUR SHOP

The Boathouse 
- A wonderful 
selection 
of bespoke 
handmade 
gifts for every 
occasion  as 
well as a large 
selection of toys 
from every child’s 
wish list. 
Tel: 01770 303868

           THE HARBOUR SHOP

Treatments with a touch of magic. 
Seasonal gift vouchers available 

from 
www.bewitchingbeauty.co.uk

Arran Butcher - Delicious handmade Arran Butcher - Delicious handmade 

Blackwaterfoot Post O�  ce - 
Arbikie Kirsty Gin £36.99, Boe 

Gin Gift Set £22.99 and Borders 
Biscuits Gift Bag £11.99. 

Tel: 01770 860220

Arran Banner 
Christmas gift guide

Christmas has come round again, the festive lights are on, the shops are 
bustling and Santas are appearing in shop front windows. So now it’s time 
to sort your way through all the presents and gift ideas for family, friends 

and loved ones with the Arran Banner’s great gift guide.

To help get your mind in the festive spirit, we’ve got a huge range of gift 
guides with suggestions for everyone. Whether it’s to help Santa with toys 
for the children, a present for a wife or girlfriend, husband or boyfriend, 
something for your parents or a novelty prezzie for your co-worker there 

should be something here to fi t the bill this year - all of which can be 
found on Arran. 

Happy shopping!



Forestry Commission 
-Tall,short,fat,thin – we 
have a tree to suit all 
tastes & houses. 
All our trees are fresh-
cut from Arran’s forest 
but are not netted. They 
come in 3 types – Noble 
� r, pine or traditional 
Norway spruce & the 
popular 6 feet tree is 
£22 for � r & pine and 
only £16 for spruce. We 

stock  trees from 4 to 8 feet so any other sizes 
must be ordered. 

Tel: 07747898533.
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The perfect way to spend 
a winters’ day…
incredible winter offers from the 
Isle of Arran Distillery
6th November to 22nd December

Arran Malt 
Tutored Tastings
(with free courtesy pick-up 
and return from/to Brodick!)

Book a Tutored Tasting in our 
new Dramming Room, where you 
will enjoy and experience 4 Arran 
Malt Drams. Includes a £5 dis-
count voucher for any single malt 
purchased in the shop over £30.

When booking, please tell us if 
you would like to book your space on the Distillery mini-bus, 
picking up in Brodick at 11.15am and dropping back at 4pm. 

LIMITED SEATS, PLEASE BOOK EARLY

JUST

£15
INC. FREE 

COURTESY 

BUS

FREE wee Mince Pie with a hot 
drink in CASKS CAFÉ BAR
An excellent place to relax and 
enjoy a light lunch or snack, teas, 
coffees, homemade cakes and a 
free wee seasonal mince pie with 
your hot drink. 

Our popular ‘Flights’ of whisky are 
also an excellent way of getting to 
know our range of single malts.

FREE Distillery Tours
Our fantastic distillery tours 
(normally £8) are led by our 
entertaining, informative tour 
guides who are renowned for 
giving some of the best tours in 
the industry. includes a welcome 
dram of 14 year-old and a taste of 
the Arran Gold Cream Liqueur. 
ALL FOR FREE THIS WINTER!

DISTILLERY VISITOR CENTRE OPENING HOURS
10am - 4pm 7 days a week 
(6th Nov - 31st Dec 2017 / 3rd Feb - 2nd March 2018)
10am - 5.30pm 7 days a week 
(3rd March 2018 - 4th November 2018)
Tours and Tutored tastings open to over 18’s only

That’s a top quality day out - call us on 01770 830264 to book

 SANTA’S SPARKLE              FESTIVE SEASON
 FRIDAY 24th LIVE MUSIC Enjoy a delicious meal with 
 “Shindig” 7.30pm your family or colleauges!
 SATURDAY 25th Pop in and collect a festive menu
 Lunch & Pizza to go  12.30-3pm or visit our website to view it at
 Restaurant 5-8.30pm www.lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

Join us at the Sparkle for Beat the Goalie
 Cupcake decorating, Princess Hair & Nails             Pipe in the Bells this New Year
 Story Telling with Mrs Claus in our cosy, friendly bar

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
TEL 01770 600844    www.lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

Seasons Greetings From

Arran Distillery 
-  10 Year Old Malt 
Gift Pack with 2 
Spey Dram whisky 
glasses in a lovely 
presentation box. A 
perfect Xmas gift at 
£39.99.
Web: 
www.arranwhisky.com 
Tel: 01770 830264

Chameleon: Cosy 
hats, scarves, 
snoods & gloves 
from £12.50. 
Tel: 01770 600201   
www.chameleon
arran.com  
facebook.com/
chameleonarran

Ann Hume 
Jewellery - 
Sterling Silver 
seed pod dangle 
earrings £70. 
Telephone 
07975589432 
Web site 
www.annhume
jewellery.co.uk

VisitArran - Arran Card 
The perfect gift 

for Christmas

Janelle’s - various beautifully designed 
cushions - complete £36. 

Tel: 01770 600723

Arran Active -  The perfect gift, a Jack 
Wolfskin women’s windproof and water 

repellent winter jacket at £150. 
Arran Active, Shore Road, Brodick, 

Tel: 01770 302113



Jolly Molly -  
A beautiful 
cotton 
apron with a 
festive robin 
and squirrel 
print by 
Chloe 
Gardner  
only £21.

Angela Elliot Walker - Framed 
lightweight � ne art prints, without 

glass are ideal to post this Christmas. 
A visit to Angela’s studio in Brodick will 

o� er originals, prints and tableware. 
Online shop 

www.angela-elliott-walker.co.uk. 
Tel 303906

Johnston’s Marine 
Stores -  A lovely 
1930s Guide Book, 
priced at £30.00, 
from the Arran 
Books Collection at 
Johnston’s Marine 
Stores. 
Tel: 01770 600333
Website: 
www.johnstons
marinestores.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

Monday 4th to Friday 22nd 
Open Midday until 4.30pm

Also open Sat 9th December

KILMORY HALLKILMORY HALLKILMORY HALLKILMORY HALL

Come and join us for our 
annual Christmas lights switch on

Switch on at Kilmory Public hall, on 
Sunday 10th December  from 4.30pm.

Licensed indoor Christmas market. Bratwurst sausages
Slow cooked hot chocolate(dairy free available) Nuttella

Colourful fire pit for marshmallow roasting
Carol singing & brass band. Bunkhouse open night.

For more information please contact 
Kilmory hall on 870345

glass are ideal to post this Christmas. 
A visit to Angela’s studio in Brodick will A visit to Angela’s studio in Brodick will 

Red Door -  A 
small selection 
of jewellery 
from Red 
Door’s Edblad 
range, prices 
from £22.50 
@RedDoorArran 
and 01770 
303549

Arran 
Graphics - 
The Reed 
Di� users 
are made 
by Arran 
Garaphics  - 
£13.50 each.
10 fragrances 

to choose from 
and also available as candles. 

www.facebook.com/arrangraphics 
01770 303698

Belle’s Boutique 
- Girls 5-14yrs 
� eece pyjamas 
-£13.50.  

Facebook Belle’s 
Boutique Isle 
of Arran or @
bellsclothingarran 
Tel: 01770 303787

Blackwaterfoot Garage - 
Be prepared  for winter conditions.  

5L Screen Wash - £5.95. 
De-icer from £2.50.

Tel: 01770 860444

Janelle’s - various beautifully designed 
cushions - complete £36. 

Tel: 01770 600723

Arran Active -  The perfect gift, a Jack 
Wolfskin women’s windproof and water 

repellent winter jacket at £150. 
Arran Active, Shore Road, Brodick, 

Tel: 01770 302113



Island Cheese Shop - Cheese Lover 
Hamper £24.95 

Full of delicious Arran produce.  
Available to purchase from the Cheese 

Shop or order online to be delivered 
anywhere in the UK. 

www.arrancheese.com
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Old Byre Visitor Centre
A selection of gifts to suit every budget available at 

the Old Byre Showroom, Byre at Brodick and at 
www.oldbyre.co.uk, Tel 01770 840227, 

10% o�  for Shop Arran weekend.  

Arran Sense of Scotland 
- Fabulous Starry Night 

Christmas gifts from £12.50.
arran.com
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Nursery rhyme time at Corrie

Get into the Christmas spirit with the Arran Singers

Children at the Corrie early years class recently en-
joyed some nursery rhyme time.

Organised by Ann Gray, as part of nursery rhyme 
week, the youngsters were joined by their parents 
and toddlers who will soon be joining the nursery.

Ann and other dressed-up helpers entertained 
the children with nursery rhymes, stories and songs 
and singing, but the biggest success was the story 
adventure We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, which they 
took part in.

For many years now on Arran, among 
the events which celebrate the ap-
proach of Christmas have been the 
choral concerts. In the past, these 
concerts were given by the Rowan 
Singers and the Lochranza Choir, and 
now, for the past few years, by the 
Arran Singers, which took over the 
mantle of these two � ne choirs.

This year will be no exception, and, 
following on the very successful and 
enjoyable concert last December in 
Whiting Bay hall, the Arran Singers 
hope to provide another dose of 
festive fun and enjoyment in Whiting 

Bay hall on the afternoon of Sunday 
December 10 at 2.30pm.

The choir will be singing a variety of 
music, including some very attractive 
new Christmas carols, and, of course, 
there will also be community carol 
singing.

Light-hearted
Apart from Christmas music, the 

choir will also be providing some 
light-hearted entertainment, and, 
as usual, will be able to draw on the 
talents of some of its � ne soloists.

A further highlight will be the pres-
ence of several guests, including the  

groups Vivace and Ain’tMisbehavin’, 
who will be bringing their own 
distinctive styles of music-making 
to the afternoon. Like last winter, the 
choir hopes also to welcome some 
younger musical talent from the 
high school, to add di� erent music-
making, both vocal and instrumental.

After playing so beautifully in its  
summer concert in Lochranza, Alison 
Provan will again be bringing her 
� ute to delight the audience, while 
Nastassja Alberti, who won the over-
all best soloist at this year’s music 
festival, will be singing.

And, to complete what promises to 
be a very enjoyable day, some festive 
refreshments are included in the tick-
et price. Pro� ts from the concert will 
be going to provide fuel and heating 
tokens for the Arran foodbank, so a 
very worthwhile cause will bene� t 
from your support.

So why not make it a date, and come 
along to Whiting Bay hall on Sunday 
December 10, for a festive start to the 
Christmas season at 2.30pm. Tickets 
are available from choir members, 
the Book and Card Centre, Brodick, 
and Whiting Bay Post O�  ce.

Ann leads the children on the bear hunt. 
01_B48nursery02

The children 
follow the bear 

hunt route.
 01_B48nursery03

The children and 
parents who took part 
in the nursery rhyme 
time. 01_B48nursery04
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Getting crafty at Christmas fayre

Below: Collective 
member Liz McCulloch 
was looking after the 
tombola stall. 01_B46craft03

Society in 
good health
The annual meeting of 
the Arran Horticultural 
Society held last Satur-
day showed the society 
is � ourishing with an 
increase in participation 
at its events. Reports 
covering the year 
so far showed the 
annual shows being well 
supported, as was the 
coach trip to the Scottish 
Show at Ingliston.

The Garden Club also 
continues to � ourish with 
popular programmes 
year on year.

Next year’s programme 
is already available from 
Carol Vella-Boyle in Lam-
lash or Angela Cassels in 
Blackwaterfoot.

The o�  ce bearers 
for the society are: 
president, John Sillars, 
secretary, Clive Harding, 
treasurer, Angela Cassels 
and show secretary, Colin 
Totty.

Shiskine SWI 
Heartstart talk
Fiona Laing was the speaker at the November meet-
ing of Shiskine SWI. With her faithful sidekick Annie 
the doll, Fiona gave an interesting, instructive and en-
tertaining demonstration on what to do for someone 
who has stopped breathing.

Fiona has become so adept in her role as the ‘face’ of 
Arran Heartstart that she knows exactly when to drop 
in a wee touch of gallows humour without losing 
sight of exactly why we were all listening so avidly 
and why she gives to much of her time. 

At the end of her talk members felt better equipped 
to administer CPR and even to use a de� brillator. The 
fact that there are numerous public de� brillators 
around the island is entirely down to Fiona and her 
Heartstart colleagues. Following a break for supper, 
the meeting concluded with some business and 
the announcement of the evening’s winners Joan 
Stewart, get well card, and Piet Johnston, favourite 
heart ornament. The next meeting is at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday December 6 in Shiskine public hall.                                       

 Jenni Turnbull

The Crafts and Company 
collective held their � rst 
Christmas fayre in Whiting 
Bay hall recently.

The event attracted a 
healthy number of visitors 
throughout the day and 
the stalls did a roaring 
trade as visitors began 
their Christmas shopping 
in earnest. The tearoom, 
serving homebaking, was 
busy throughout the day 
and the tombola stall 
helped raise funds for 
charity.

Stalls do a brisk trade at the Christmas fayre. 01_B46craft01

Karen Bell with a selection of her artworks. 01_B46craft02

Right: Young 
Connie Watts 

tries to decide 
what to buy.

 01_B46craft05

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 December 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

194     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
A YEAR OF BIRLINN BOOKS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many languages have Alexander McCall Smith’s novels been translated into?

WIN 
 A £1,000 PERTH GIFT CARD

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Which four Perth city centre businesses currently sell The Perth Gift Card?

Would you like to win a £1,000 
Perth Gift Card to spend in Perth?

The Perth Gift Card can be 
used in a vast array of Perth’s best 
restaurants, independent shops, sa-
lons, attractions, venues and more.

If you’re the lucky winner 

you could be using your £1,000 
Perth Card to update your winter 
wardrobe, treat you or your loved 
ones to a series of delicious meals 
at many of Perth’s fi nest eateries, 
enjoy a series of wonderful local 
attractions and experiences... Or 

even take care of your Christmas 
shopping! 

Buy The Perth Gift Card online 
at theperthcard.co.uk or from the 
following Perth retailers: Byres & Co, 
Fun Junction Toy Shop, McCash’s 
Country Store and Tayberry Gallery.

£1,000 Perth Gift Card prize is valid for 12 months from issue date. No cash alternative to value of prize

For 25 years Birlinn Limited has 
been publishing essential books 
about Scotland, and books by Scot-
tish writers about the world. Each 
year we publish new works of histo-
ry, biography, literary fi ction, poetry, 
books for children and books about 
sport. Edinburgh-based, we are 
home to internationally bestselling 
author Alexander McCall Smith, 
whose novels delight readers 
around the world, and have been 
translated into 46 languages.

We also publish beautiful edi-
tions of classic books. To celebrate 

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru-
ary 2018, we will publish all 22 of 
her novels with new introductions 
by today’s leading writers. 

One lucky winner will receive a 

book each month for twelve 
months, starting in January 2018. 
Hardback, paperback, large and 
small, they are sure to be books 
to treasure.

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru- book each month for twelve 

194-195_sf12.indd   194 25/10/2017   15:56:02
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct 
families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn 
after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter 
reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
WIN THREE NIGHTS FOR TWO PEOPLE IN THE KYLES OF BUTE ON BOARD THE ROYAL 

SCOTTISH SHIPPING LINE’S SPIRIT OF FORTITUDE WORTH £2,500

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name on The Royal Scottish Shipping Line Ltd latest venture called?

The Royal Scottish Shipping Line’s latest venture is Spirit of 
Fortitude, a 130 feet long luxury yacht. This fi ve star super 
yacht can host up to 12 guests, with a total crew of fi ve Spirit 
of Fortitude cuts an impressive sight and includes a grand 

saloon, a library, upper deck and whisky viewing room. The 
yacht is already proving popular with guests from home and 
abroad, and it is easy to see why, with an on-board personal 
chef and stewardess looking after their requirements.

Dates for the trip- 24 March, three nights for two people in the Kyles of Bute. Prize is non-refundable. Competition is only open to UK residents. 
Prize cannot be sold or exchanged for fi nancial gain.

WIN 
A BLACKHOUSE CUBE STOOL IN YOUR CHOICE OF HARRIS TWEED FABRIC

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many Harris Tweed fabrics can you choose from at Blackhouse?

Scotland’s only handcrafted luxury Harris Tweed fur-
niture company, Blackhouse, offers a unique choice 
of over 17 genuine medium weight Harris Tweed 
fabrics, cleverly combined with modern bespoke de-
sign, to create a timeless, durable, warm and stylish 
luxury living range. Whether you want to curl up 
and relax in true comfort or create a stylish interior 
statement, the quality and elegance of our stunning 
Harris tweed pieces will deliver. This competition 
offers you the chance to win a Blackhouse cube, 
made in your choice of Harris Tweed fabric to create 
a stylish addition to your home and lifestyle.

194-195_sf12.indd   195 25/10/2017   15:58:18

Christmas Concert 
Corrie Parish Church of Scotland

on Saturday 9th December 
at 7.30pm 

with Peter Alexander Wilson
Crawford Logan and Friends

Tickets £10.00
from Book and Card Shop

Tel: 01770 810210 
or at the door
Charity No. - SC005030
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Tales of the Titanic and the White Star Line Society to 
hold annual 
meeting 
The AGM of the Arran 
Historical Society will be 
held on January 15, 2018 
at Brodick Golf Club in 
the early afternoon, when 
soup and sandwiches will 
be served at a cost of £5, 
followed by the AGM and 
a short � lm show of Arran 
scenes, events and life 
after the Second World 
War.

The programme for 
2018 will start in February, 
when Penny MacWatters 
will speak on the Hamil-
tons and Lord Rossmore, 
who married into the 
Hamilton family in the 
18th century and came 
to Arran.  His wife’s dowry 
included land on the west 
coast of Arran.

He recorded his impres-
sions of local people and 
his life on Arran. Penny has 
researched the Rossmore 
family records in Ireland to 
obtain this information.  

The committee is 
investigating the 
proposed annual trip to 
the NTS visitor centre at 
Bannockburn, and there is 
also a proposed � eld trip 
to Lochranza.

At the November meeting 
35 members of the Arran 
Historical Society heard 
Bill Fitzpatrick give his 
42nd delivery of his talk on 
the White Star Line and in 
particular RMS Titanic. The 
society are very grateful to 
him for coming in place of 
the programmed speaker 
who had to cancel, writes 
Norma Davidson.

Bill was a member of the 
Kilmarnock and District 
History Group committee 
in 2011 when someone 
remarked that 2012 would 
be the centenary of the 
sinking of the Titanic.  The 
task for researching a lec-
ture fell to Bill.

The Blue Riband awarded 
for the fastest crossing 
westbound of the Atlantic 
is still held today by the 
liner United States, but 
in the early years of the 
century it had been held 
by Germany.  Nationalistic 
pride promoted the Unit-
ed Kingdom Government 
to provide � nance for the 
building of two new liners 
with the sole intention to 
beat the Germans.  These 
ships would be built so 
that their design could 
be adapted to serve as 
warships in the future if 
necessary.

All the White Star Liners 
were made by Harland 
and Wol�  in Belfast. J 
Bruce Ismay of the White 
Star Line and Lord Pirie, 
managing director of 
the shipyard, supervised 
the project.  These ships 
needed to compete with 
the Cunarders Mauretania 
and Lusitania, built in 
Clydebank.  They were 
designed to be bigger 
and faster, with the same 
four funnels, although the 
aft funnel was purely cos-
metic, used for ventilation 
and never smoked).  Pirie’s 
nephew, Thomas Andrews, 
was chief designer, and 
completion was promised 
for 1911.

The design incorporated 
the minimum Board of 
Trade requirements of 
16 lifeboats.  Titanic and 
Olympic were to be built 
side by side, and Britannic 
later.  The shipyard did 
not have a big enough 
slipway for three giants, so 
their three slipways were 
scrapped and two large 
ones constructed side by 
side.

Olympic, with superstar 
Captain Edward Smith as 

Bill Fitzpatrick of Troon who spoke to the society 
this month.

Captain, was a very good 
ship, but a bit accident 
prone, hitting HMS Hawke, 
a US Lightship, and a 
U-Boat in her career.  In-
deed, parts of the Titanic 
were used in one of her 
repairs.

Titanic was to be the last 
word in luxury.  Furnishing 
was sumptuous, and there 
was even a gymnasium on 
board.  Her sea trials lasted 
only one day, and last 
minute snags were to be 
ironed out on the sailing to 
Southampton.  One O�  cer 
on a postcard from Cork 
to his sister said it was a 
very unhappy ship, and in 
retrospect was ill-prepared 
for her maiden voyage.  For 
example, the binoculars 
from the crow’s nest were 
missing – locked in a cup-
board!

Although seaworthiness 
was questionable, her 
provisioning was not.  A 
few examples:  she carried 
40,000 eggs, 7,000 lettuc-
es, 1 ton of co� ee, 20,000 
bottles of beer and 850 
bottles of spirits – all for a 
voyage of less than a week.  
Crockery and cutlery too 
were lavish, and she car-
ried 1,000 oyster forks.

She set sail on 10 April, 
1912 at noon, pulled by 
six tugs. Her departure 
was not without problems, 
and she arrived at Cher-
bourg one hour late. She 
performed well on the leg 
to Queenstown in Ireland, 
where she took on a 
number of Irish emigrants 
bound for the USA. The 
engines were performing 
well and on the third day 
out she did a 519 miles run.

It had been a warm Arctic 
spring, and there was a lot 
of ice about, but speed was 
of the essence, and the ice 
did not seem to be a worry.  
Lifeboat drills for the crew 
were brief, and none for the 
passengers.  There was no 
standard radio procedure, 
no system for ice warnings, 
no 24-hour watch.  It was 
always thought that if a 
large liner was holed she 
could stay a� oat long 
enough to safely evacuate 
those on board.  On the 
fateful Sunday boat drill 
was cancelled, the radio 
had a malfunction and ice 
warnings were not con-
veyed to the bridge.

At 11.40pm the crow’s 
nest reported: ‘Object 
dead ahead in the water.’  
Moving at 20 knots, 

despite steering hard to 
starboard and ringing 
‘engines astern’, she hit a 
large blue iceberg and was 
signi� cantly holed.  Few 
knew there had been an 
accident.  Despite the clos-
ing of watertight doors, six 
compartments were � ood-
ing, and a design fault 
meant � ooding spread 
rapidly.  Captain Smith 
realised she was going 
down, and sent calls for 
assistance and ordered the 
lifeboats to be prepared.  
‘Women and children � rst’ 
was the order.  There was 
still no sense of urgency, 
and some lifeboats were 
launched barely half full.  
She eventually sunk at 
2.20am.

Captain Arthur Rostrom 
of the Carpathia and 
Captain Stanley Lord of 
the Californian were the 
nearest ships.  The Car-
pathia  increased speed 
to 17 knots and made 
ready to receive survivors, 
successfully rescuing 705.  
The Californian was only 
12 miles away, but due to 
an earlier altercation with 
the Titanic’s radio o�  cer 
it ceased radio contact, 
and Captain Lord went to 
his cabin.  Being an inex-
perienced and younger 
captain, and somewhat of 
a martinet, his crew did 
not disturb him until the 
tragedy became obvious.

The ships, Mackay 
Bennett and the Bremen 
recovered bodies later.  
There were 323 recovered 
and  buried in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia and 119 were 
buried at sea.  In South-

ampton a memorial to 
all the victims stands on 
the berth she sailed from.  
There are separate me-
morials to her musicians 
and her engineers, and in 
Dalbeattie one of her of-
� cers, O�  cer Murdoch, on 
the bridge at the time of 
impact, is commemorated.

Subsequent inquiries 
both apportioned blame 

to Captain Lord, and while 
he was at fault for not 
responding and rescuing 
passengers, he could not 
be blamed for the collision.  
Afterwards more stringent 
standards were imposed 
on all passenger-carrying 
vessels.

Sister ship Brittanic, 
launched in 1914, became 
a hospital ship, and in 
1915 hit a mine and sank 
while serving in the Dar-
deanelles.

One lucky survivor was 
Violet Jessop.  She was a 
stewardess on the Olym-
pic which rammed HMS 
Hawke, a stewardess on 
Titanic when she sank, 
a nurse on the Britannic 
when she was mined, and 
surviving all three epi-
sodes lived to the grand 
old age of 84.

Harland and Wol�  said of 
the Titanic: ‘She was alright 
when she left here!’

� This is Norma Davidson’s 
last report as she is ‘retiring’ 
after 10 years reporting the 
historical society’s meet-
ings. The Banner wishes 
to thank Norma for all her 
e� orts over the years which 
are much appreciated.
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Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                    Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                       Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Brewery  Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm,  
 Sunday - Closed
 

Saturday 2nd December
ShopArran                                                                                        Various Shops around the Island
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
RNLI Christmas shop                                           Lifeboat Station, Lamlash, 10.30am -12.30pm
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Whiting Bay Christmas market                                                  Whiting Bay Village Hall, 11am - 3pm
ArCaS Christmas fair                                                                                   Brodick Hall, 11am - 4pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Jazz Cafe Band                                                                           Whiting Bay Lesser Hall, 8pm-11pm
Live music – Rob Wolf Band                                                                          The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over 21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 3rd December
ShopArran                                                                                        Various Shops around the Island
Church family service, with ARCO (fi ddle group)                                       Brodick Church, 10.30am
Christmas craft fair                       Shiskine Clubhouse and Tee Room, Blackwaterfoot, 11am - 2pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – Rob Wolf Band                                                              The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
AA meeting                                                                           Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 4th December
Morning fi tness                                                                           Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Citizens’ Advice                                                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Arran Vets surgery                                                                             9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Mature Movers                                                                              10.30 - 11.30, Brodick Church Hall
Over 50s badminton                                                                        Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Adult tennis                                                                        Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                      Shiskine Church Hall 5:15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                      Ormidale Park, 6pm-7.30pm
Circuit training                                                                                         Auchrannie Gym, 6pm-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                 Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                       Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm-9pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                           Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Isle of Arran carol concert                                                                          Lamlash Church, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo                                           Brodick Church Hall, adults and over-10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 5th December
Arran Vets surgery                                                                  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                               NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Every Tuesday – Metafi t Class                                                                       Arran High School, 6pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                                   Corrie Hall, 6pm                
Pilates                                                                                                             Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                            Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie winter bowls                                                                                                 Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                               Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Rotary Club                                                          The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Scottish country dancing                                                                 Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 6th December
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                     9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga                                                                                           Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning                                                                    Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12 noon
Chair yoga                                                                                  St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service      10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Parkinson’s Support Group meeting                                                 Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm    
Zumba Gold ,                                                                                          Brodick Hall, 4pm - 5pm www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                                         Brodick Hall, 5.50pm-6.50pm
RUNclub – mixed ability                                                       Little Co-Op Car Park Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                    Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwondo                                  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm-9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo                    Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pmm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                        The PHT, 8.30pm
Rock an pop bingo                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 7th December
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness, Auchrannie gym                                                             9.30-10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                         Brodick Church Hall 10:30am
Chair yoga                                                                   Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Whiting Bay Thursday Club                                                     Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Ladies’ hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                     Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                   Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                               Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                          Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 8th December 
ShopArran                                                                                        Various Shops around the Island
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                              Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning for charities                                               Corrie and Sannox Hall, 10.30am
Smart Recovery meeting                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Lochranza children’s badminton                                                           Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                    Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm 
Tae Kwondo                                                    Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz                                                                                                     Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Disco night                                                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Saturday 9th December
ShopArran                                                                                        Various Shops around the Island
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
RNLI Christmas shop                                           Lifeboat Station, Lamlash, 10.30am -12.30pm
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Christmas market                                                   Arran High School, Lamlash, 11am - 3pm
Christmas crafts fair                                        Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 12noon - 4pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
St Brides ladies’Christmas fair  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
International Christmas dinner                                                 Brodick Free Church,  6pm
Christmas concert                                                                                     Corrie Parish Church, 7pm
Live music – Audiosin                                                                                    The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Golden Jubilee
Whiting Bay Club of Drama and Music 
celebrated their Golden Jubilee on Satur-
day night. First established in 1947, and 
going strong ever since, the club held a 
get-together and buffet dance for 96 mem-
bers guests and friends.

Offi cials from the Scottish Community 
Drama Association (SCDA) also took part 
in the celebrations and a special anniversa-
ry cake was cut by founder members Ella 
Lennox and Hamish Cook.

During the evening the SCDA chair-
woman Morna Barron presented com-
memorative medals to Allan Nicol, Jim 
Donaldson, Zoe McGovern, Julie Nelson, 
Bob Fisher, Sheila Nicol, Ella Lennox, and 
Hamish Cook in recognition of their long 
service as active members of the associa-
tion. A splendid plaque was then unveiled 

listing the names of the past 51 presidents.
The Arran Drama Assocation was also 

presented with a new trophy by the club, 
to be awarded for the ‘the best moment of 
theatre’ at the annual drama festival.

Tee Time
The fame of Shiskine Golf Club’s Ryder 
Cup has spread to London.

The competition, now in its seventh year, 
has attracted the attention of none other 
than Chris Evans who was on Arran this 
week with his entourage from his Ginger 
Production company and took up resi-
dence at the Kinloch Hotel.

Chris was fi lming at Shiskine Golf Club 
for his new Channel 4 golf show, Tee 
Time, and was keen to take part in the Ry-
der Cup competition.

The team selection paired Chris with Kil-
patrick captain Neil Henderson who beat 
Shiskine’s Willie Kelso and Alan Johnston 
by two and a half points to one and a half.

New minister
Lamlash and Kilmory Churches are on 
the way to having a new minister. The 
Rev Bill MacMillan was appointed on a 
restricted tenure just over four years ago 
and will be retiring at the end of January.

There has been concern for some time 
over the possibility of a reduction in the 
number of Church of Scotland ministers 
on the island, with Lamlash and Kilmory 
feeling under threat.

There were meetings of the congrega-
tions in both villages last week before four 
representatives attended a meeting of the 
presbytery in Saltcoats on Tuesday to put 
the case for a replacement minister.

One of the four, David Oaks, told the 
Banner that the presbytery were support-
ive and will now be sending a proposal 
to the Church of Scotland headquarters in 
Edinburgh recommending a new minister 
is appointed.

The presentations of long service awards by Morna Barron, chairwoman of the SCDA 
general council at the Golden Jubilee event. 01_B48twe01

TV presenter and DJ Chris Evans with 
gol� ng opponent Willie Kelso. 01_B48twe02

Robin Crawford of the Kinloch Hotel  is presented with a quaich to mark 33 years in the 
various associations which have now formed into the Ayrshire and Arran Tourist Board by 
chairman Jim Tyldesley at the annual meeting this week. 01_B48twe03

Ten policemen from Estonia visited Arran this week during an exchange trip with 
Strathclyde Police. They are in Scotland to learn leadership training and policing meth-
ods. They are pictured in Brodick with Sgt Jim Weir and other members of the Strathclyde 
force. 01_B48twe04

Fiona Brown presents a cheque for £470.30 to Arran Ladies Hockey Club captain Susan 
Currie from money raised by a hole-in-one competition held during the Arran Challenge. 
The money will go towards a new kit for the junior team. 01_B48twe05
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

FREE  TO UPLIFT
Vienna 42inch ceiling fan 
and combined light. Lit-
tle used, full fi tting instruc-
tions. For details please call 
01770 600801.

UNDER £50
3 Bedroom heaters - £10 
each;1 Bedroom Heater - 
£20. Tel: 01770 303648.
A pair of Gale Speakers - 
£30; Yamaha YSTC11 CD, 
twin Cassette, radio Hi-fi  
system - £30. Tel: 01770 
810597.

Small chest freezer, 3ft 
high, 2ft deep by 18 inch-
es wide. In very good con-
dition -  £45. Tel: 07980 
671267.
Hotpoint Aquarius Dish-
washer in good working 
condition - £45. Tel:01770 
700516.

OVER £50
Gym Exercise Bike - £100. 
Tel: 01770 303648.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

Property

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN MEMBERSHIP PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE HORSE TRIALS

DECEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Pine Martens
A YULETIDE 
MEDIEVAL BANQUET
WIN A THREE-DAY 
WEST COAST CRUISE 
WORTH £2,500

25 page Christmas gift guide

THE TRIALS AND 
TRIBULATIONS OF 
HARRY LAUDER

DECEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

DECEMBER 2017

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   DECEMBER  2017. £4.25
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WINTHREE-DAY 
WEST COAST 

CRUISE WORTH 
£2,500

CRIME WRITER 
DENISE MINA 
PINE MARTENS:
GREAT SURVIVORS

STUNNING BLACK 

ISLE GARDEN
A YULETIDE
MEDIEVAL BANQUET

COLD COMFORT – A top photographer’s journey 

through Scotland’s wild places in deep mid-Winter

Plus

HARRY BENSON 
The acclaimed photographer 

still belongs to Glasgow

THE TRIALS AND 

TRIBULATIONS OF 

HARRY LAUDER

Our unbeatable  
Christmas gift guide 2525PAGES OF

D E S I G N E D  &  M A D E  I N  O R K N E Y ,  S C O T L A N D

Captivate 
N E W  C O L L E C T I O N

Cascading water in Scotland’s burns erodes softer rocks leaving small 

granules of gold caught in crevices. Crafted to order for you.

Place your order now for Christmas!

01856 861 203 | sheilafleet.comORKNEY | EDINBURGH | GLASGOW | LOCH LOMOND

OFC-OBC_sf12.indd   1

25/10/2017   16:43:48

Christmas gift guide 
Christmas gift guide 

HARRY BENSON 
STILL BELONGS 
TO GLASGOW

COLD COMFORT
A top photographer’s journey through Scotland’s 

wild places in deep mid-Winter

December 2017 OT ad.indd   1 26/10/2017   09:55:03

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier

An exciting opportunity has arisen to look 
a� er the Brewery Guest in Whiting Bay

� is will involve all aspects of running a guest house from, 
maintenance and gardening, to meeting and greeting guests to 

servicing rooms, making breakfast and handling the cash.
� e hours of work will vary depending on the number of guests 

and the time of year, slow in winter, very busy in summer.
Salary is based upon min wage plus bonus based on 

occupancy and customer satisfaction scores.  
OTE £24,000

Accommodation is provided, if required, consisting of a two 
bedroom cottage.

For further details or to apply please contact Gerald Michaluk 
on T: 0141 572 1580 or email your CV to 

gerald@marketingms.com 

BRODICK GOLF CLUB
Extraordinary General Meeti ng
An EGM will be held in the Clubhouse 
on Monday 18th December 2017 at 

7.00pm.
All members are invited to att end. Only 

ordinary members may vote.
The item for discussion:

Is there a desire amongst the members 
for the Club to further investi gate the 

possibility of selling the course and 
buildings?
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CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

MEMORIAM

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran,

 Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson

Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the churches at the following 
times to which all are invited.

Sunday 3rd December 
Pirnmill, and Lochranza 

Churches Together - 10.15am, 
Morning Worship at 
Lochranza Church

Shiskine Church - 12noon, 
Morning Worship

Brodick Church - 10.30am, 
Morning Worship,

accompanied by ARCO
Corrie Church - 11.30am, 
Prayer meeting. 12noon, 

Morning Worship,
accompanied by ARCO

There will also be a Service 
of Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) St

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 3rd December
11am Holy Communion

Mr. John Roberts.
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 3rd December 
Morning Service 11am 
Trust Housing Lounge, 
Glen Estate, Brodick 

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road Brodick 

All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Kilmory linked with Lamlash 

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
 fellowship to share”

Sunday 3rd December
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10 am,
 Lamlash - 11.30 am. 

In Lamlash (Sunday): Advent 
Communion.

 Monday 4th December
Carol Concert 7.30pm
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 3rd December 
Worship for the fi rst Sunday 

of Advent will be 
conducted by the minister,

 Rev Elizabeth Watson,
at 10.30am. 

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the 

service.
 All most welcome.

 There will be a service in
 Cooriedoon at 2.30pm. 

All welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 3rd December 

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 3rd December 
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 3rd December 
Sunday Mass 11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday 
at 11am

For meeting venue ring – 
830622 or 820223 Golfers Graeme Andrew, Allan Napier, Brian Sherwood and Stewart Black compete at dominoes at the Lochranza match 

where Brian won the Quaich. 

Shiskine golf calendar out for 2018

The new 2018 
Shiskine Golf 
Calendar is 
out now. It has 
stunning photos 
of each of the 
12 holes of the 
course over each 
month of the 
year. Here we see 
the Crows Nest 
122-yard third 
hole with the 
long shadows 
of March. The 
calendar, which 
cost £7.50, is 
available in the 
club website and 
other outlets. 

Shiskine Golf Club
Saturday November 26, 
Alan C Bannatyne Memo-
rial Trophy and Lochranza 
Match, 10 played. Stewart 
Black won the sweep with 
a great round and Shiskine 
beat Lochranza on the day.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday November 21, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup, CSS 
62. 1 P Betley 38pts, 2 B 
Sherwood 31, 3 R Betley 

ember 3, sweep, 9am and 
noon.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Fixtures: Saturday Decem-
ber 2, prize-giving at 7pm. 
Sunday December 3, AGA 
Winter League match v 
Brodick at Whiting Bay.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday November 23, 
yellow medal. 1 Alan 
Smith 72-11=61, 2 Jim 

29. Magic two P Betley. 
Fixtures: Saturday Decem-
ber 2, Lochranza Hotel Cup 
at noon. Tuesday Decem-
ber 5, Winter Cup.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday November 26, 
Winter Cup, Stableford, 
nine played, NC. Bob Mc-
Crae 8, 32pts, ACB, Gor-
don Hendry 5, 32pts, Jim-
my Armit 12, 31pts ACB.

Fixture: Sunday Dec-

Young 79-14=65. Fixtures: 
Sunday December 3, Win-
ter League v Machrie at 
Whiting Bay at 10am, shot-
gun start. Thursday Decem-
ber 7, yellow medal draw at 
11am.

Corrie Golf Club
Fixtures: Saturday Decem-
ber 2, sweep. Ballots at 9am 
and 12.30pm. Monday De-
cember 4, Monday Cup at 
noon.

SHAW
Stephen Shaw’s family 
wish to express their heart-
felt thanks for all the love 
and support shown to them 
at this sad time. Donations 
given at the Crematori-
um to the Beatson Hospital 
amounted to £400.

MACKENZIE
In memory of James Mac-
Kenzie, died 28th Novem-
ber 2004
There is a place in our 
hearts no-one can fi ll. We 
miss you James and always 
will. From Elizabeth, Su-
san and Ross.
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Double Legends awards 
for Arran Triathlon Club
Arran triathletes Luke 
Goatley and Rhea Webster 
have added to their club’s 
success by being award-
ed a Legends ranking for 
their age group at the Tri-
athlon Scotland Awards 
ceremony.

Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club members, Rhea was 
awarded for her third place 
ranking in the nine to 10 age 
group while Luke received 
a third position in the eight-
year-old age group.

The two now join the 
three national winners 
at the club and add to its 
growing reputation, which 
has become known in tri-
athlon circles for obtaining 
impressive results across 

The Triathlon Scotland AGM and awards ceremony at Glasgow Caledonian University last weekend. Photo: ImacImages Active Lifestyle Photography

Arran Bridge Club results
The results of the Arran Bridge Club aggregate com-
petition played at Brodick on Thursday November 23 
were: N/S 1 Jennifer Wales and John Baraclough, 2 Jan 
and John Beattie, 3 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamil-
ton. E/W 1 Maureen Cumming and Jennifer McArthur, 
2 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie, 3 Pat Adamson 
and Brenda Livingstone.

The results of the aggregate competition played at 
Lamlash on Monday November 27 were: N/S 1 Tricia 
Martin and David Campbell, 2 Doug Chase and Jennif-
er Wales, 3 Anne McKelvie and Janie Maclure. E/W 1 
John and Jan Beattie, 2 Alison Bilsland and Andy Mar-
tin, 3 Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adamson.Luke Goatley who competes in the eight-year-old category 

received a third place Legends award. 
Rhea Webster received a third place ranking at the 
Triathlon Scotland Awards  for ages nine to 10.

Members of the Arran Junior Triathlon Club continue to celebrate their success. 

the board in just two short 
years. Head coach Craig 
Wood said: ‘It’s brilliant 
to be recognised for all 
the children’s hard work – 
they train so hard – and it’s 
a joy to watch the individ-
uals grow in not just abili-
ty but all-round confi dence. 
I’ve obtained so much 
enjoyment coaching the 
children.’

The club has grown rap-
idly in two years with six 
registered coaches and up 
to eight sessions a week for 
the newly formed school of 
sport children. The club’s 
event – The Island-2-Is-
land Triathlon – due to be 
held next year, has already 
sold out after its inaugural 

event, and is the only triath-
lon in Scotland to sell out 
before December.

Craig added: ‘We have an 
aim to double in size before 
2019 and reach 50 junior 
members, all our sessions 
are free of charge and for 
children from seven to 16 
years old.

‘If you are interested in 
your child being part of a 
fl ourishing and supportive 
environment and being part 
of the fastest growing sport 
in the world, please con-
tact Craig.wood10@yahoo.
com.’

In addition to the awards 
ceremony held on Sunday 
November 26, attendees at 
the Glasgow Caledonian 

University enjoyed a day 
of triathlon events start-
ing with the skills school 
for members aged between 
eight and 16. The sessions 
involved a mixture of phys-
ical activity and group ac-
tivities aimed at mental and 
physical training for the ad-
vancing of young athletes. 

Parents of the children who 
attended could join the sup-
porters’ meeting or join in 
the Triathlon Scotland an-
nual general meeting be-
fore the award ceremony 
where coaches, athletes, 
volunteers and Legends 
winners were presented 
with their awards.
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Double Legends 
awards for Arran 
Triathlon Club
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Bowling prizes handed 
out at Blackwaterfoot

This years prize-winners were from left to right: Margaret Kerr, Reuben Betley, Christine Robinson, Victor Lutz, Lorna Halliburton and 
John Robinson. Missing from photograph is Brian Sherwood. 

A total of 21 members and 
friends sat down to an ex-
cellent lunch after the 
Blackwaterfoot Bowling 
Club annual general meet-
ing, held at the Kinloch 
Hotel on Thursday Novem-
ber 23.

The members heard re-
ports of the activities and 
competitions held during 
the summer season, despite 
the very wet weather. The 
new committee was elect-
ed and now is up to its full 
strength, making life eas-
ier for members. The club 
also welcomes temporary 
winter members as it is 
the only club on the island 
which plays on an artifi cial 
surface.

The club trophies were 
presented and a fundraising 
raffl e held, the latter caus-
ing a great deal of enter-
tainment to the company.

Ladies hope to end year on a high
The Arran Ladies hockey 
team are looking to end the 
year on a high as they trav-
el to Ayr today for their fi -
nal game of 2017.

At around the halfway 
point in the league, Ar-
ran sit a respectable third 
in the 3rd division of West 
District women’s hockey 
league to which they were 
promoted last season.

After an arduous few 
months, sometimes strug-
gling to secure a full team, 

especially for long-distance 
away games, the ladies 
have played nine matches 
in total so far. 

Out of those games, they 
have won six and lost three 
and had to concede one 
match by being unable to 
secure a team.

As a result they are cur-
rently sitting third equal 
with GHK Ladies 3s in the 
league table with 18 points. 

At the top of the table sit 
Uddingston Clinetix Ladies 

2s with 24 points and who 
remain undefeated. 

Today (Saturday) the la-
dies travel to the mainland 
to take on  Ayr Ladies 2s 
who sit at the bottom of the 
league with one win and 
seven losses. The passback 
is at 2pm and any travelling 
support is welcome.

Following a festive break, 
the season resumes with a 
home game against Dum-
fries Ladies 2s on Saturday 
January 13, 2018.The Arran Ladies hockey team. 01_B48hockey01


