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INSIDE TODAY

Eviction fight lost
The Paterson brothers have 
lost their fi ght against evic-
tion and will leave their 
farm next week. The fami-
ly have been tenant farmers 
at Glenree for more than 20 
years but have now reached 
a mediation agreement with 
Arran Estates after a bitter 
and complex dispute.

 Full story, page 4 

New home
The Arran foodbank has 
a new home at Brodick 
Church. The doors of the 
church are now open 24 
hours a day for those who 
are in need of the goods 
donated from churches 
throughout Arran. 

Full story, page 5

Pensioner’s fall
A pensioner who fell in a 
council car park is seek-
ing help from the public 
in her claim against North 
Ayrshire Council in a com-
pensation case that aims to 
prove her fall is an accident 
hotspot in Blackwaterfoot. 

Full story, page 9

Campus award bid
The Lamlash campus of Ar-
ran High School and Lam-
lash Primary continue with 
their award-winning spree 
as they are shortlisted as 
one of the three fi nalists 
for yet another prestigious 
sporting award.

 Full story, page 31

Brodick Castle is to get an 
£2.6 million investment 
boost, it was confi rmed this 
week.

At a ceremony on Wednes-
day it was announced that 
the collection at the castle 
has been recognised as na-
tionally signifi cant to Scot-
land.

Now the National Trust for 
Scotland, who own the cas-
tle and country park, are to 
spend £2.6 million to better 
protect this important col-
lection, along with plans to 
provide exciting new visitor 
facilities around the wid-
er estate, including the long 
awaited adventure play-
ground, which is now due to 
open next spring.

Out in the country park, 
a series of themed inter-

Castle gets £2.6m boost 
as it shuts for fire works

Brodick Castle curator Helen Wyld with the only remaining Dodo decanter in 
the world by Alexander Crichton, c. 1895, which is part of the castle collection. 
Photograph: Derek McCabe

National recognition
for remarkable
historic collection

pretive trails will lead visi-
tors on adventures from for-
mal gardens through to wild 
woodlands, with sensory in-
stallations throughout.  

However, the extensive 
fi re protection works, pre-
viously reported in the Ban-
ner, means that the castle 
with have to be emptied of 
all its contents and will not 
reopen to the public until 
the spring of 2018, although 
the gardens and country 
park will be open through-
out that time. Work is ex-
pected to start in the next 
few weeks.

The collection at the cas-
tle has been recognised be-
cause it gives a unique in-
sight into the social and 
private lives of one of Scot-
land’s leading noble fami-
lies. 

From the 15th century to 
the 20th century, the Ham-
ilton family was central to 

the cultural and political 
life of Scotland. They were 
Scotland’s foremost noble 
family and claimants to the 
Scottish throne and amassed 
what has been described as 
the greatest collection of 
fi ne and decorative art in the 
history of Scotland. 

The recognition award has 
been made by Museums 
Galleries Scotland on be-
half of the Scottish Govern-

ment and the announcement 
brings the total of recog-
nised collections in Scot-
land to 47. 

The recognition scheme 
ensures that Scotland’s 
most important collections 
are identifi ed, cared for and 
promoted to wider audienc-
es. The award also opens up 
access for Brodick to ap-
ply for recognition funding 
from Museums Galleries 

Scotland to improve how 
people experience and en-
gage with the collection. 

Ray Macfarlane, chair of 
Museums Galleries Scot-
land’s recognition commit-
tee, said:

‘Scotland’s 47 recognised 
collections cover a fascinat-
ing range of topics and high-
light the incredible diversity 
and uniqueness of what lies 

Continued on page 2

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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It pays to advertise in the Banner

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Castle gets 
£2.6m boost 
as it shuts for 
fi re works
Continued from page 1
inside museums and galler-
ies dotted in towns and 
cities all across Scotland.  

‘I am delighted that the 
collection of Brodick Cas-
tle has joined this list of 
our must-see collections. 
The quality of the collec-
tion is truly remarkable. 
Without a doubt this is one 
of Scotland’s gems.’

The honour was award-
ed at a special event in 
the castle on Wednesday, 
where National Trust for 
Scotland chief executive 
Simon Skinner also shared 
the charity’s plans for the 
castle and country park 
over the next few years.

He said: ‘We are delight-
ed that Brodick Castle has 
received this important rec-
ognition for its wonderful 
collection and important 
place in Scotland’s herit-
age.

‘The trust has long re-
alised the signifi cance of 
what we care for here on 
Arran, for its heritage val-
ue, for its importance in the 
history of the island and 
Scotland as a whole, and 
as a destination for visitors 
from near and far. 

‘That is why we are in-
vesting to ensure that the 
important collections here 
are better protected for fu-
ture generations. Out in the 
grounds there will be much 
more for visitors to explore 
and enjoy, helping to put 
Brodick back on the map 
as one of Arran’s heritage 
treasures.’  

The Brodick Castle collec-
tion was part of the once 
vast holdings of the Dukes 
of Hamilton. Before its dis-
persal between 1880 and 
1920, the Hamilton collec-
tion was the greatest assem-
blage of fi ne and decorative 
art in Scotland, and stood as 
a monument to the historic 
standing of Scotland’s pre-
mier noble family and in 
particular a collector of vast 
ambition, the 10th Duke of 
Hamilton, who upheld his 
family’s claim to the throne 
of Scotland.

As such, the Hamilton col-
lection has been described 
as ‘Scotland’s Royal col-
lection’. Today Brodick is 
home to the only part of 
that collection to have re-
mained in family posses-
sion and in a historic Ham-
ilton home. For this reason 
it is a uniquely important 

New members for Arran 
community council
The next meeting of Arran Community Council will be 
held on Tuesday November 29 at 6pm in the Ormidale 
Pavilion in Brodick.

The meeting will start with the AGM at which new 
members will be welcomed following the recent North 
Ayrshire Council election. The council is pleased to 
note that all positions have been fi lled and looks for-
ward to welcoming several new representatives.

The business meeting will follow the AGM after a 
short break and will receive updates from the various 
working groups, including the locality planning forum, 
the ferry committee, and ConnectArran.

All the meetings are open to the public.

• Do you have a
story for

The Arran Banner? 
Call our reporters on                 

01770 302142

History of Scotland’s 
Royal collection

Ray Macfarlane of Musuem Galleries Scotland 
presents the recognition plaque to National Trust 
chief executive Simon Skinner. 01_a48collect02

resource for the understand-
ing of the social, political 
and cultural life of one of 
Scotland’s foremost dynas-
ties, the life and works of 
the Hamilton family, and 
the history of art and design 
in Scotland.

In the late 19th century the 
12th Duke spent vast sums 
on steam yachts and sport-
ing pursuits, while his for-
tunes fl uctuated wildly ac-
cording to the fortunes of 
the horses he gambled on; 
fi nally in 1882-84 he sold 
the bulk of his great in-
herited collection in a se-
ries of now mythic sales. 
On his death the Dukedom, 
the now-echoing Hamilton 
palace and part of the re-
maining collection, passed 
to a distant cousin, whilst 
the estates of Easton Park 
in Suffolk and Brodick on 
Arran went to his 10-year-

old daughter, Mary. Easton 
Park in turn had to be dis-
mantled and sold in 1919-
20, leaving Brodick and its 
contents as the last surviv-
ing part of the Hamilton es-
tates to remain in a histor-
ic family home. Brodick’s 
uniqueness was only en-
hanced by the tragic dem-
olition of Hamilton Palace, 
under physical threat from 
subsidence due to coal min-
ing, in the 1920s.

Brodick Castle is also 
home to a highly-important 
group of objects associat-
ed with William Beckford 
(1760-1844), the renowned 
writer, aesthete, recluse and 
collector, a key fi gure in 
the Romantic movement in 
Britain and the focus of im-
portant scholarly attention 
in the last 40 years. 

The 200 items at Brodick 
constitute the largest group 

of Beckford items to sur-
vive together anywhere in 
the world. The Beckford 
collection came to the Ham-
iltons through the marriage 
in 1810 of the future 10th 
Duke of Hamilton to Susan 
Euphemia (d. 1859), Beck-
ford’s younger daughter.

The collection compris-
es of 5,748 objects, includ-
ing paintings, silver, ceram-
ics and other works of art 
collected and owned by the 

Dukes of Hamilton largely 
in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, although there 
are objects linked to earlier 
periods in the family’s his-
tory.

The collection belonged 
to the Hamilton family who 
owned Brodick from the 
16th century until 1957, 
when the castle and its con-
tents were passed to NTS 
via the Treasury in lieu of 
death duties.
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Putting the spell into spelling 
is magic for island’s schools
Author Angela Proctor re-
cently visited Arran prima-
ry schools to read a chap-
ter from her second book, 
Thumble Tumble and the 
Cauldron of Undry, which is 
once again set on the island.

During the visits to Whit-
ing Bay, Shiskine and 
Brodick primaries, Angela 
led the children in one of 
her imagination challenges 
where the children are 

Daisy McNamara helps create the collective spell. 
01_A47witch04

Author Angela with the pupils at Whiting Bay Primary and her new book. 
01_A47witch01

Angela reads to the enthralled Whiting Bay youngsters. 01_A47witch02

Rhys Jackson casts a spell with encouragement from Angela. 01_A 47witch03

tasked with creating their 
own spells and potions. 
The creativity shown by the 
children was exceptional, 
conjuring all sorts of fan-
tastical words and ideas 
to help re-infl ate Thumble 
Tumble.

Angela, who is from Glas-
gow, said: ‘I just love com-
ing to Arran, the island that 
continues to inspire all of 
my weird, wonderful, mag-

ical stories and this time my 
adventure was made extra 
special with the hospitali-
ty and welcome I received 
from all of the schools in-
volved in the visit – both 
children and teachers.

‘I was also thrilled by 
the excitement shown by 
the children when hearing 
about my budding blog-
ger competition announced 
recently. Last year, Aiden 

from Brodick Primary
was selected as a run-
ner up in my budding il-
lustrator competition. No 
mean feat as he was up 
against more than 3,100 en-
tries from schools across 
Scotland. I’d love to see an-
other Arran winner this time 
around and wish everyone 
the very best of luck with 
their entries.’

The third in the eight se-
ries of books that follows 
Thumble Tumbles adven-
tures on the island is cur-
rently well under way so 
who knows where Ange-
la’s Thistle Pixies, Grumpy 
Toads and Night Witches 
will go next. 



www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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Machinery and personal
possessions all go at farm sale

Ian Paterson with a Gyr falcon, which will have to be 
found a new home. 01_a48eviction02

Paterson brothers lose their
eviction fight

The Paterson family will 
be evicted from their farm 
next week after a media-
tion agreement was reached 
with Arran Estates.

A displenishing sale was 
due to have been held yes-
terday (Thursday) at which 
all the farm machinery, fur-

Ian Paterson and Andy Wightman MSP, centre, deliver the petition at Holyrood 
last week. 

niture and personal posses-
sions of the family were ex-
pected to be sold off. It was 
the fi rst farm sale on Arran 
for fi ve years.

Brothers John and Ian Pat-
erson and the rest of the 
family now have just the 
weekend to pack up their 

belongings at Glenree Farm 
on the Ross Road before 
the eviction on Monday. It 
has been the family home 
for the past 22 years hav-
ing originally been leased 
by their dad Jim, who still 
lives at the farm with his 
wife Pauline who are both 
devastated.

They will now move back 
to the mainland, where the 
family have a small house 
in Ayrshire. The sheep on 
the 5,000 acre farm will be 
shipped to Ayrshire to be 
looked after by their broth-
er who has a farm in Gal-
ston and Ian’s 78 breeding 
falcons will be looked after 
by a friend in Dumfries.

Before the mediation 
agreement, following talks 
in Edinburgh last week, the 
brothers had fought every 
step of the way with their 
plight making headlines 
across the country on TV 
and in the national press.

Just last week a crowd of 
more than 100 supporters 
gathered at the Scottish par-
liament to support the fam-
ily, with signs demanding 
greater action on land re-
form. 

The Patersons’ met with 
MSPs to hand in a peti-

tion signed by 25,000 peo-
ple calling for the Scottish 
Government to intervene in 
their case.

The eviction by their land-
lord, Charles Fforde of Ar-
ran Estates, is part of the 
fallout from a Scottish Gov-
ernment law overturned by 
the Supreme Court in 2013. 
The brothers, who have 
spent the last 20 years im-
proving the farm, have had 
their secure tenancy re-
voked.

More than 50 MSPs, in-
cluding dozens from the 
SNP, have added their name 
to motions in the Scottish 
Parliament noting the calls 
on the Scottish Government 
to take action.

The case of the Patersons’ 
echoes an almost identical 

situation last year, in which 
tenant farmer Andrew Stod-
dart and his family were 
evicted from their home in 
East Lothian. Campaigners 
now say that if the Scottish 
Government had listened to 
the demands for legislative 
changes then, the Paterson 
brothers would be secure.

Stewart Kirkpatrick, head 
of Scotland at 38 Degrees 
who hosted the online pe-
tition said: ‘This landlord 
is able to ruin the Pater-
sons’ lives thanks to a legal 
foul-up. ‘Assorted Scottish 
Governments have had the 
chance to fi x this over the 
years but they’ve ducked 
the issue. The Patersons’ 
are paying the price for 
ministers shirking their re-
sponsibilities.

‘If we want a thriving ru-
ral economy then it’s time 
for the Scottish Govern-
ment to fi nally take some 
responsibility and pro-
tect people who work the 
land. They need to intro-
duce emergency legislation 
to stop this and other unfair 
evictions like it.’

Despite the impending 
eviction, the Patersons and 
six other Scottish farmers 
are seeking compensation 
from the Scottish Govern-
ment for historic legislative 
mistakes.

The brothers hope to use 
any compensation they win 
to start up a new farm but 
any payout could take up to 
nine months.

Mr Fforde could not be 
reached for comment.
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01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK

ROGHNAICH.  IONNSAICH.  LEASAICH.

CHOOSE.  LEARN.  DEVELOP.

Tha Sabhal Mòr Ostaig a’ tabhann chùrsaichean fo-cheum dha fileantaich is 
luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a cheanglas an cànan le caochladh chuspairean a 
leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na meadhanan agus teagasg.  Nach tig sibh don        
àrainneachd bheag, chàirdeil againn far am faigh sibh an cothrom a bhith nur 
pàirt de choimhearsnachd bheòthail na Colaiste, a tha a’ tabhann mòran             
chothroman airson càirdeis, brosnachaidh agus ionnsachaidh.

Airson am barrachd fiosrachaidh, rachaibh chun na làraich-lìn againn no faodaidh 
sibh fios a chur chun an Neach-taic Clàraidh aig iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig offers a range of undergraduate courses available for fluent 
speakers and learners of Gaelic which combine the language with a choice of 
subjects including traditional music, media studies and education. Come and join 
us in our small, friendly campus where you will be part of a vibrant and diverse 
community that offers friendship, encouragement and learning.

For further information about our courses, please visit our website or contact our 
registry assistant at iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

FOSGAILTE AIRSON IARRTASAN
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2017
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The Arran foodbank has 
a new permanent home at 
Brodick Church. And in 
a new move food will be 
available for anyone who 
needs it 24 hours a day in 
the church vestibule.

The door of the church 
will always be open and 
people who require food do 
not have to make any pri-
or arrangement. All that is 
asked is that the service is 
used responsibly. ‘If the 
door of the church cannot 
be open to people who need 
help, where can be? asked 
the Rev Angus Adamson, 
who helps run the service.

The Arran Churches To-
gether foodbank was fi rst 
set up in 2012 and has been 
operating out of since then 
from a lock-up in Lam-
lash thanks to the generos-
ity of Vivienne Haigh. Food 
is collected on a regular ba-
sis from all of the island’s 
many church congregations 
and when there is a sur-
plus of food it is sent to the 
mainland to help the North 
Ayrshire Foodbank and spe-
cifi cally the Centrestage 
project in Ardeer, which 
helps in one of the poorest 
communities in Scotland.

This week the foodbank’s 
volunteer co-ordinatior Hel-
en Nelson and her husband 
Mark were helping to pack 
the latest consignment of 
food being sent to the main-
land after a bumper gather-

Foodbank is now open all 
hours for those in need

ing from the harvest church 
services.

But it has not always been 
the case last year the food 
bank ran out of food after 
Christmas and was not able 
to give anyone any help un-
til nearly Easter, when de-
mand tends to ease off, as 
seasonal work becomes 
available.

‘That perhaps shows, if 
anyone is in any doubt, just 
how much a foodbank is 
needed on Arran. Howev-
er, if there is any surplus we 
are always willing to help 
those just across the water 
in Ayrshire,’ Mr Adamson 
said and he thanked Arran 
Haulage who will be taking 
it over free of charge, and to 
Arran Deliveries who have 
helped in the past.

Helen, who has been in-
volved in the project for 
more than three years, fi rst 
signed up after watching 
a TV documentary about 
foodbanks and thought: ‘I 
want to get involved.’

It will be her job, along 
with Matt Johnstone, to turn 
the transept of the church 
into a permanent home for 
the foodbank with new 
shelving to store the food 
products.

Helen said that the food 
bank could also help out 
with logs and coal for head-
ing and could provide elec-
tricity tokens.

‘We work closely with 

social services to identify 
those in need but our ser-
vice is not means tested and 
is completely confi dential. 
There is no need for anyone 
to know if anyone is using 
the foodbank.’ she added

The food they are looking 
for is long-life products and 
the only thing they will not 
accept is alcohol.

Helen said: ‘The people of 
Arran are so generous and 
we are extremely grateful 
to all the people on the is-
land who regularly help us. 
We hope the new open ar-
rangement at the church 
will help others who were 
maybe reluctant to use the 
service to come and get 
what they need, especial-
ly now that winter has well 
and truly set in.’

Helen, Mark and Angus in the new home of the foodbank with some of the 
generous donations which have been made. 01_A48foodbank01

Suggested suitable
items for the foodbank:
Tinned soups
Tinned meats
Tinned vegetables
Tinned or packaged
pasta
Pasta sauces in tins
or jars
Instant mashed potato
Long-life milk
Quick cook rice
Tinned fruit
Tinned custard
Milk puddings
Steamed puddings
Any packaged prepared 
food with a long shelf life

‘The people of Arran are so generous’
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Innovative 
technology 
provides 
Machrie with 
broadband
Residents in Machrie are 
the fi rst in Europe to bene-
fi t from the rollout of com-
mercial broadband using an 
innovative type of technol-
ogy.

Using TV white space 
(TVWS), which has been 
proven on Arran, it will pro-
vide broadband in the tradi-
tionally hard to reach area 
that has lacked connectiv-
ity.

TVWS is the name giv-
en to the parts of wireless 
spectrum that were freed 
up as part of the digital TV 
switchover in the UK. It 
can create two-way com-
munications at relatively 
high-data rates over long 
distances, enabling connec-
tivity in large open areas 
where it would be inconve-
nient to put in new connec-
tions. 

Nominet, which was the 
fi rst company in the UK 
to qualify as a TVWS da-
tabase operator, has joined 
Broadway Partners to work 
together to use TVWS to 
power better broadband 
coverage for Machrie and 
other remote parts of Scot-
land and Wales.

Russell Haworth, CEO of 
Nominet, said: ‘The Arran 
rollout shows that TV white 
space can reach places that 
other technologies can-
not, and paves the way for 
further deployment of this 
dynamic spectrum man-
agement technology. It’s 
fantastic to see our proven 
expertise in new technol-
ogies like TV white space 
is now providing the key 
building block to help re-
mote areas to fi nally get on-
line.’

Michael Armitage, found-
ing director of Broadway 
Partners, added: ‘TV white 
space has proved its met-
tle, cutting through hard-
to-reach rural forested ar-
eas on Arran which, in fi xed 
wireless terms, is pretty 
much unheard of.’

Independent expert to
compare ferry routes

Peel Ports, the owner 
and operator of Ardros-
san harbour, is to commis-
sion an independent ma-
rine consultant to carry out 
a detailed comparison with 
Troon to strengthen the case 
for retaining the existing 
ferry service to Arran.

The initiative is part of the 
campaign to keep the ferry 
service operating between 
Ardrossan and Brodick, 
which has attracted wide-
spread support on the is-
land and from local people, 
businesses and politicians 
throughout North Ayrshire 
after a substantial bid by 
Associated British Ports 
(ABP) to move the service 
to the Port of Troon.

Doug Coleman, Peel 
Ports’ project director for 
the Ardrossan harbour re-

An aerial view of the Port of Troon which is � ghting for the Arran ferry route. 

development, said: ‘It’s un-
arguable that Ardrossan 
to Brodick is 40 per cent 
shorter than Troon to Brod-
ick and transport links are 
inferior at Troon, mean-
ing fares would have to rise 
and journeys would be far 
longer.

‘However, ABP has made 
a number of unsubstan tiated 
claims about Troon being a 
more suitable port in inclem-
ent weather. Those sea and 
weather conditions will form 
a central part of the forth-
coming Transport Scotland 
analysis of both routes and 
we are determined to ensure 
we present the facts clearly 
and precisely, so we are com-
missioning an independ-
ent consultant to carry out 
a detailed appraisal of both 
routes.

‘The idea being put about 
by ABP that Troon harbour 
is in some way immune to 
the weather which hits the 
Clyde estuary in the win-
ter months is fanciful and 
easily contradicted by the 
facts, as those who trav-
elled on the now-defunct 
Troon to Larne service will 
be able to attest.’

Meanwhile, North Ayr-
shire Council leader Joe 
Cullinane has been on Ar-
ran this week to speak to 
local representatives from 
Arran Community Coun-
cil, Arran Ferry Commit-
tee and Arran Economic 
Group about the proposals 
being developed with Peel 
Ports to secure the Brodick 

to Ardrossan link. They 
will also be discussing a 
#SaveOurFerry campaign, 
Keep it A to B – Ardrossan 
to Brodick event on the is-
land to be held in the near 
future, following a simi-
lar event in Ardrossan on 
Thursday night.

A new website has been 
launched – www.saveour 
 ferry.co.uk – which will 
allow users to directly 
email transport minister 
Humza Yousaf to show 
their support for the Ar-
drossan to Brodick sailing.

Councillor Cullinane 
has issued a rallying call 
for supporters of the cam-
paign. He said: ‘I would 
also urge people to visit 
www.saveourferry.co.uk 
which allows people to 
sign a letter which can 
then be sent with the click 
of a button directly to the 
transport minister. 

‘I’ve been overwhelmed 
with the fantastic level of 
support the campaign has 
received since it launched 
just a few weeks ago and 
I hope that all those peo-
ple – on both sides of the 
crossing – let the minister 
know why we must retain 
the current route.’

Initiative is part of the 
campaign to keep ferry 
service operating between 
Ardrossan and Brodick
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The Forestry Commission 
held a drop-in meeting in 
Whiting Ball village hall on 
Tuesday to inform the pub-
lic about its plans for tree 
felling at Glenashdale next 
summer. 

The String road is to close for resurfacing 
work.

A meeting is to be held with communi-
ty representatives next week to decide the 
best dates.

The move came after resurfacing work 
between Glenshurig and the String road 
summit was called off for a second time. 
The work was originally planned for last 
month before being rescheduled to Mon-
day November 14. However, the contrac-
tor, Hillhouse Quarry, has since evaluated 
the site and decided it will be necessary to 
temporarily close the road to carry out the 
works which has led to a rescheduled start 
date. 

A meeting between North Ayrshire Coun-
cil roads bosses and community represent-
atives is to be held next Tuesday when the 
works will be discussed along with pro-

posed works on the A841 in Brodick. A 
council spokesman said: ‘We are commit-
ted to carrying out extensive and essential 
road works on the B880 String Road. Ini-
tially, it was planned to use temporary traf-
fi c lights to allow vehicles to continue to 
use the road while the works were being 
carried out. 

However, following a site visit, our con-
tractor has now advised that due to the nar-
row width of the road at this location, it 
will be necessary to temporarily close the 
road for a number of hours each day to car-
ry out these works safely.

‘We will work to ensure any road closure 
will be timed to reduce the impact on local 
residents and businesses and we are meet-
ing with community representatives on 
Tuesday November 29 to determine suita-
ble dates for the works to take place.’

Disruption will be minimal

Temporary closure of String road 

The information session 
follows the news, revealed 
in the Banner last month, 
that the main route to the 
Glenashdale Falls will be 
closed for six months while 
tree felling takes place. 

The falls will still be acces-
sible from the Golf Course 
Road, however, some clo-
sures and disruptions will 
take place as heavy ground 
and overhead machinery 
will be in use. 

Keith Muir, head of tour-
ism at the Forestry Com-
mission said: ‘We are 
holding this information 
session with locals, busi-
nesses and people that will 
be affected by the felling 
of the spruce trees that will 
be used in the building in-
dustry.

‘It is an organic process 
which needs to be done 
in the summer months, so 
while we understand there 
will be some disruption in 
visiting this premier site, 
we hope to keep it to a min-
imum by keeping everyone 
informed.’

The anticipated start 
date will be around East-
er lasting through to Octo-
ber where approximately 
6,000 tonnes of wood will 
be transported through the 
Dyemill in Lamlash and 
shipped to Troon.

The zigzag path to the 
Giants Graves will be un-
affected except for a few 
days where some felling 

will take place. While the 
work is being undertaken, 
the Forestry Commission 
will also be investigating 

the route and alternatives 
as the present pathway 
suffers from erosion and 
washouts.

Margaret and Dougie Bruce speak to Arran forester 
Andy Walker about the tree felling.  01_B48glenashdale02
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘Why are you downcast, O my soul? Put your trust in 
God and praise Him, for He is your Saviour and God.’ 
(Psalm 43:5)

Expansion fears
Sir,
As many residents will al-
ready be aware, and as pre-
viously reported in The 
Banner, the Scottish Envi-
ronmental Protection Agen-
cy (SEPA) intends to ap-
prove a 62 per cent increase 
in the capacity of St Moli-
os fi sh farm in Lamlash Bay 
despite receiving numerous 
objections on environmen-
tal grounds.
 This will mean a corre-
sponding increase in fi sh 
excrement and chemical 
treatments going straight 
into one of our most popu-
lar bays. 

The Community of Ar-
ran Seabed Trust (COAST), 
Arran Community Coun-
cil, Lamlash Bay Improve-
ments and others have all 
now written to the new cab-
inet secretary, Roseanna 
Cunningham, requesting 
that she calls in and rejects 
this application. We have 
been informed that she will 
make her decision by De-
cember 7.

We are asking her to reject 
the application as St Molios 
fi sh farm is situated in close 
proximity to Scotland’s fi rst 
and only Community Ma-
rine Reserve (Lamlash Bay 
NTZ) and within the newly 
created South Arran Marine 
Protected Area (SA MPA) 
which contains important 
maerl and seagrass beds.

Arran’s marine environ-
ment needs time to recov-
er, not additional pressures. 
Further, the fi sh farm has 
not been able to show that 
it can operate sustainably 
within its current capacity, 
let alone with a massively 
increased biomass. 

Based on its own fi g-
ures, it is estimated that 768 
tonnes of fi sh excrement per 
year will go directly into the 
MPA. What, we may ask, 
was the point of installing 
human sewage waste water 
treatment in Lamlash Bay 
at great expense to the pub-

lic if this fi sh farm pollution 
is to be permitted? And, 
what is the point of SEPA 
if it cannot protect an MPA 
which only came into effect 
in February this year? Is 
SEPA serving the environ-
ment or big business?  

This is not the fi rst time 
the residents of Arran have 
had to fi ght off an unwel-
come expansion of facto-
ry fi sh farming around our 
beautiful island.

COAST is not opposed 
to aquaculture if it can be 
shown to be sustainable. 
Unfortunately, there is no 
evidence to show that open 
cage salmon farming is sus-
tainable and plenty to show 
it damages the marine envi-
ronment at the expense of 
local people.  

Yours,
Andrew Binnie 
Executive Director
Community of Arran 

Seabed Trust

Walk to Pladda?
Sir,
I have visited Arran since 
1977 but it took until this 
week to ‘discover’ Kildo-
nan. Friends down there 
tell me that it is said to be 
possible to walk across to 
Pladda, which seems un-
likely, even with a fl at 
calm day and the lowest of 
spring tides. Is there any 
way of fi nding out whether 
this is just a myth or a lit-
tle-known fact? Strong tid-
al fl ows locally might make 
this hazardous. And thank 
you for an interesting local 
newspaper. Many thanks.

Yours,
Ian Wright
Killearn
Stirlingshire

Cancellation fee
Sir,
I have just been on the 
phone to try to cancel a fer-
ry booking I made several 
weeks ago for my car and 
two passengers. As you and 
your readers are well aware, 

due to heavy traffi c on the 
ferry it is advisable to book 
well in advance in order 
to be able to secure travel 
on your desired dates. Un-
fortunately, due to circum-
stances beyond our con-
trol, our travel plans have 
changed.

I was appalled to discov-
er that CalMac will ap-
ply a £10 cancellation fee 
to any ferry bookings can-
celled. Those that live on 
Arran are frequently not 
very well off, and for Cal-
Mac to fi nancially penalise 
us for trying to make work-
able travel plans in the face 
of the barely adequate ser-
vice they provide is nothing 
short of disgusting.

Yours
Samantha Payn
Shannochie

Troon advantage
Sir,
May I ask why the cam-
paign protesting against 
Troon as the ferry termi-
nal is calling itself  ‘save 
our ferry’ when the ferry 
service is not endangered? 
Surely it would be more ac-
curate (honest) if was called 
‘save Peel Ports’.

CalMac could respond 
to the repeated claim there 
would be fewer sailings 
from Troon by scheduling 
the same number of cross-
ings over a longer period. 
I envisage the crossings 
starting earlier in the morn-
ing till later in the evening 
possibly similar to the We-
myss  Bay  to Rothesay 
summer crossing of 10pm.  
But aren’t we getting a sec-
ond ferry which should re-
sult in a more frequent ser-
vice than at present?

As a resident in the south 
end of the island I used to 
remark on the Troon to 
Larne catamaran surging 
past Ailsa Craig, so in an-
swer to Prof Osborne, I was 
aware that the service had 
ceased and consider that 
Associated British Ports at-

tempt to replace that loss of 
business as understandable 
and to Arran’s advantage.

Yours,
John MacKinnon
Kilmory

Skippers view
Sir,
Quite interesting to note 
the various comments re-
garding the choice of Troon 
or Ardrossan for the Arran 
ferry.

As a matter of interest 
what say do the skippers 
have regarding this matter? 
They are the persons who 
have to pilot the boats into 
the harbour and bear the 
consequences of any dam-
age to their boat and the ac-
tual pier. Surely their opin-
ion is paramount and of 
greater value than the opin-
ion of the self-appointed 
experts.

Yours,
James Smith
Troon

Bay burials
Sir,
Whiting Bay is the only 
large village on the east 
coast of Arran that does not 
have a burial ground. This 
seems to me to be rather 
surprising. There may be 
historical reasons for this, 
but if there is a shortage of  
burial space in Arran, surely 
we in Whiting Bay should 
be suggesting to the NAC, 
God bless them, that a lot of 
us would be very happy to 
be interred somewhere very 
near the village we love.

Yours,
John Cruickshank
Whiting Bay

A collection to treasure
It is great to see the collection at Brodick Castle given 
national recognition.

It really is a marvellous treasure trove and it is a pity 
that, just when it is recognised, it will be hidden from 
public view for 18 months.

However, what is not in any doubt is the need for 
the vital fi re protection work which will now start in a 
few weeks. The fact that the collection is now nation-
ally recognised gives even more urgency to the works 
which have been delayed by lack of investment direc-
tion at the National Trust for Scotland.

Thankfully that now seems to have been resolved 
and Brodick Castle has been given £2.6 million to al-
low the works to proceed. Good to see the investment 
will kick-start work on the long-awaited adventure 
playground which should be ready by the spring and 
will bring a whole new audience to the country park.

New interpretive trails are also planned which are 
aimed at attracting more visitors, to the grounds, the 
visitor centre and the tearoom when they open at East-
er, despite the castle itself being closed.

The closure has led to some uncertainty for staff, as 
clearly they will not all be required while there are no 
visitors and it is to be hoped this can be quickly re-
solved for everyone involved.

NTS boss Simon Skinner said at the ceremony this 
week that they wanted to put Brodick back on the map 
as one of Arran’s heritage treasures and that is certain-
ly where it belongs.

The eclectic collection gathered together by the dif-
ferent Dukes of Hamilton and, of course, that great 
collector and designer William Beckford, should be 
shown in all its glory.

And praise must go to the castle collections team for 
the hours and hours of painstaking work they put into 
the application to Museums Galleries Scotland in just 
six months and to gain the award at the fi rst time of 
asking.

So the castle may be closed for now but the work 
will ensure that the collection is safeguarded for gen-
erations to come.
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The railings which have been erected at the council 
car park where Anne fell. 01_A48fall02NO

NHS Ayrshire and Arran’s 
infection prevention and 
control team is reminding 
locals about the increased 
risk of norovirus, also 
known as the winter vomit-
ing bug, as the cold weather 
really bites.

Norovirus is the most com-
mon stomach bug in the UK. 
It is estimated that between 
600,000 and one million peo-
ple in the UK are affected by 
norovirus each year. 

Although you can catch 
it at any time of the year, it 
is most common in winter 
and can affect people of all 
ages. It is more serious and 
more easily spread among 

Help stop the spread of nororvirus
people who are already ill. 

Infection control manager 
Bob Wilson said: ‘The 
most important thing to re-
member is that norovirus is 
highly contagious. If you 
do have symptoms of di-
arrhoea and vomiting, do 
not visit relatives in hospi-
tal or a care home until you 
are free of symptoms for 48 
hours. It is best to stay at 
home.’

Infected
It can take 12 to 48 hours 

after becoming infected 
with the virus to show 
symptoms. You may be in-
fectious to other people 
during this time. Symptoms 

usually start with nausea 
followed by violent vom-
iting and/or diarrhoea. You 
may also get a fever, head-
ache or aching limbs. Al-
though it is unpleasant and 
there is no cure for it, it is 
not usually dangerous. You 
will most likely feel better 
after it has run its course in 
a few days. 

‘The only real risk is de-
hydration, which you can 
avoid by making sure you 
drink lots of liquid.

For more informa-
tion about norovirus, vis-
it Health Protection Scot-
land’s website, www.hps.
scot.nhs.uk.

Fall pensioner seeks help in 
compensation fight
A pensioner who fell in a 
council car park has vowed 
to fi ght on after she was re-
fused compensation for her 
injuries.

Anne Hodge has been 
fi ghting North Ayrshire 
Council (NAC) since May 
after she fell in the car park 
near the Kinloch Hotel in 
Black waterfoot. 

However, after a six-
month fi ght, insurers for the 
council have refused to pay 
out, despite new barriers 
having been erected on the 
pavement where she fell. 
Now she is asking anyone 
else who may have fallen at 
the spot to come forward to 
assist her claim.

Anne told the Banner: 
‘Having come down the ho-
tel steps I was going to the 
car when my ankle twist-
ed at a kerb and I crashed 
to the ground smashing my 

Anne Hodge is � ghting for compensation following 
her fall. 01_A48fall01

face. My face was bleeding 
and swollen and later it was 
black and blue. My dentures 
were in bits and my eternity 
ring was damaged and a di-
amond was missing.

‘Staff from the hotel, the 
hospital and the medical 
centres have told me that 
there have been many ac-
cidents at the same place. 
I believe a holidaymaker 
from a bus party had to be 
airlifted to hospital having 
previously fallen there.

Photographs
‘Soon after my accident I 

wrote to NAC and claimed 
from them the cost of re-
placing the dentures and 
having my ring mended. I 
sent them photographs of 
the accident site, the broken 
dentures and my ring. On 
June 6, I received a reply. 

‘My claim had been 
forwarded to the insurers, 

Zurich Municipal, who 
then wrote to me asking me 
to send pictures of the ac-
cident site and breakages, 
which I did.’

Anne has had her ring 
mended at a cost of £280 
and her new dentures cost 
£106.48, which she has 
paid herself.

She continued: ‘On Sep-
tember 16, I received a let-
ter from Zurich Municipal. 
The letter states that the 
matter has been investigat-
ed by NAC. Where I fell 
there is no actionable de-
fect. Safety railings have 
since been put in place, but 
this should not be construed 
as an admission of liability.’

The letter told Anne that 
that she could seek legal 
advice or go to the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau, which took 
up her case, but it later told 
her that the council would 
not reconsider this mat-
ter because she is the only 
person who has ever com-
plained about an accident  
at the car park. 

Anne said: ‘Unless I can 
prove that a number of the 
others reported their falls to 
NAC, I have no case. This 
I fail to understand. So I 
am asking for help from 
any Arran Banner readers 
who have had accidents, or 
helped others who fell in 
the car park to contact me.’

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesman said: ‘This 
claim was fully investigat-
ed and it was concluded 
that there were no defects 

with the surface and that in-
spections had been carried 
out thoroughly. The coun-
cil has not been negligent in 
any way

‘While there is no fl aw in 
the footway or car park sur-
face, we have put in place 
a pedestrian guardrail along 
the edge of the footway as 
an extra precaution to try 
to direct pedestrians to the 
dropped kerb points to ac-
cess the car park.’

Anyone who may be able 
to help Anne is asked to 
share with her accounts, 
dates, injuries and names. 
She said they should also 
send details to NAC Risk 
and Insurance Team.
Please contact Anne Hodge 
on 01770 700596, or in 
writing at Spindrift, Sand-
braes, Whiting Bay, KA27 
8QT.

Free
Isle of Arran 

calendar
when you subscribe to The Arran Banner* 
Visit www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscribe

*Minimum one year subscription. 
Print subscriptions only. 
Calendars issued January.

from 
scottishcalendars.co.uk
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Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Furniture ranges available for home delivery 

including Habitat and Schreiber made to measure 

furniture. Full planning, design and installation 

service throughout Argyll, Lochaber & the Islands for 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms. 

No other major or minor supplier comes close to the 

design and installation service we offer. Combine 

this with our guarantees & fi nancial services and 

there is no reason to look elsewhere. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.

We will price

match and better by

10% 

any comparable written 

quotation on any of

our showroom 

ranges. 
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Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family � rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream � oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge as soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reduce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and arti� cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) � avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer than 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from strong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the milk within three days or the 

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the south 

of the island. 

Arran Dairies A4 leaflet.indd   1
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Coffee Shop
Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local meats along with fresh fi sh.
Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Farm Shop
Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.
Wigwams
Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Rural Skills
Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information
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Children’s authors Lyn Mc-
Nicol and Laura Cameron 
Jackson, along with their 
6ft costume dog charac-
ter, Badger the Mystical 

A literary feast held at
Brodick book week 

Dance 
workshop 
open to all
The Arran Dancers will be 
hosting  a workshop at the 
Arran High School tomor-
row (Sunday).

Professional dance art-
ist Hayley MacDonald will 
teach the classes on Sunday 
November 27 throughout 
the day and they are open 
to everyone from pre-
school to adults, with or 
without any dancing expe-
rience. 

The classes will cover 
many styles ranging from 
street dance to contempo-
rary and lyrical dance to 
creative movement. With 
more than 10 years of expe-
rience as a freelance dance 
artist Hayley has performed 
extensively with Hus-
tle Dance Troupe, Jackin’ 
the Box and Northern City 
Waackers. 

To book or register an in-
terest, Jill McKillop can be 
emailed on jmckillop61@
btinternet.com or dance 
teacher Hayley on the Arran 
Dancers Facebook page.

Badger poses with one of his books and a member 
of the CalMac sta� .

Star of book series to visit schools
Mutt, will be visiting Arran 
schools and Brodick library 
as part of their tour of Scot-
land. 

The free event at the li-

brary will take place on 
Saturday December 3 at 
11am. Prior to that, be-
tween November 30 and 
December 3, Badger will 
be visiting Brodick, Whit-
ing Bay, Shiskine, Pirnmill, 
Corrie and Kilmory pri-
mary schools. 

The show, for fi ve- to 
nine-year-olds, includes an 
author reading, much lark-
ing about, music and Badg-
er himself performing mag-
ic. 

The Badger series of illus-
trated books subtly address-
es, with humour, issues 
such as bullying, disabil-
ity and prejudice. Friend-
ship and self-belief is at the 
core of all the books. They 
are available in the shops 
on board CalMac vessels 
including the MV Caledo-
nian Isles.

Members of the seven book clubs on Arran share a laugh at the library.
 01_B48book03

PEOPLE who enjoy read-
ing celebrated Book Week 
Scotland at the Arran li-
brary on Tuesday at the 
start of the week-long cel-
ebration by the Scottish 
Book Trust which aims to 
inspire readers and writers.  

Events take place through-
out Scotland with au-
thor readings, storytelling, 

Live music was provided by Alastair and Mungo 
Paul and Nickey Summer. 01_B48book01

Bethan Remmington and Rona Fulton at the book 
swap with the free books. 01_B48book02

poetry and book signings 
among many other activ-
ities. On Arran, the event 
was marked with live music 
by Mungo and Alastair Paul 
and Nickey Summer and re-
freshments being served to 
the crowd of people who 
attended, many bringing 
a book to swap and share 
with others. 

A copy of the book, a com-
pendium of public contri-
butions, Secrets and Con-
fessions was also available 
for free as part of the pro-
motion. Showing that the li-
brary is keeping abreast of 
technology, the book was 
also available in electronic 
format for readers to down-
load to their digital devices.  

As part of the national cel-
ebration, the Scottish Book 
Trust will also be gifting 
three free picture books to 
every primary one child in 
Scotland.

The books, all by Scot-
tish authors or illustrators, 
will be gifted in the Book-
bug primary one family 
bag and titles will in-
clude: There’s a Bear on 
My Chair by Ross Col-
lins, Hare and Tortoise by 
Alison Murray and Shark in 

the Park on a Windy Day by 
Nick Sharratt. 

Marc Lambert, chief 
executive of the Scot-
tish Book Trust, said: ‘The 
beginning of school is the 
point at which books start 
to become associated with 
learning in a child’s mind. 

The Bookbug primary one 
family bag has been de-
signed to show children 
how pleasurable and fun 
reading can be. The inten-
tion is to help them to get 
more out of school and in-
spire them to seek out and 
devour more books.’
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With Christmas just around the 
corner with nativity plays and 
pantomimes and other festive 
events all vying for your atten-
tion, the ShopArran event is a 
good opportunity to catch up on 
your gift purchasing before the 
inevitable last minute rush.
It is the weekend to take ad-
vantage of some very special 
festive offers on the island and 
even the chance to win a fantas-
tic Christmas crammed hamper.  
The ShopArran weekend, now 
in its fifth year, takes place from 
Friday, December 2 to Sunday, 
December 4 and offers huge 
savings and special discounts 
from a co-operative of partic-
ipating stores that offer local 
goods and Arran quality prod-
ucts that are ideal for Christmas 
gifts or for spoiling yourself or a 
loved one.
With a wide variety to choose 
from, such as Arran Cheese, 
Arran Aromatics health and 
beauty products to Arran whis-
ky and home accessories from 
County Carpets, the choices are 
endless and there will undoubt-
edly be something for everyone. 
For those hunting for the 
perfect present Friday’s Child 
is the ideal place to find that 

unusual or quirky gift and the 
Harbour Shop in Blackwaterfoot 
can provide you with everything 
that you may need to wrap it 
and also has some gift sets 
which are perfect stocking 
fillers. 
So whether its jewellery from 
Jolly Molly or cosy knitwear 
from the Old Byre or even a 
leather handbag from the Pooch 
Boutique, there will be no short-
age of festive ideas and treats 
available at participating stores 
across the island.
With some shops offering free 
bubbly and complimentary nib-
bles as well as large discounts 
the Shop Arran event is also 
offering shoppers the chance to 
win a large hamper with prod-
ucts from all of the participating 
stores. Simply buy an item from 
a participating store, receive 
a stamp on your ‘loyalty card’ 
and after you have three stamps 
you are in line to win a bumper 
Arran hamper of Arran quality 
products. 
For a full list of participating 
stores and the fabulous offers 
and events taking place keep 
turning the pages to see where 
the smart shoppers will be over 
the Shop Arran weekend. 
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What’s On @ The Ormidale  
Christmas & New Year 2016/17

Date
Thurs 22nd
Fri 23rd 
Sat 24th 
Christmas Eve
Sun 25th 
Christmas Day
Mon 26th 
Boxing Day
Tues 27th
Wed 28th

Thurs 29th
Fri 30th

  
Sat 31st 
Hogmanay 
Sun 1st 
January 2017
Mon 2nd Jan

What’s On
Xmas Quiz 9pm
Rock Disco  10pm
Xmas Disco 10pm

Daytime only

Darts & Doms 
Tournament 8pm
Xmas Pop Quiz 9pm
Xmas Rock ‘n’ Pop 
Bingo 9pm
Quiz of the Year 9pm
Live Music – “A 
Human Cell” - 80s 
Synthpop 9pm
Hogmanay Party – 
tickets £5– from 9pm
Closed

King of Sports 2017 
8pm

Opening Hours
4pm – 12am
4pm – 1am
12pm – 1 am

12:30pm – 2:30pm

4pm – 1am

4pm – 12am
4pm – 12am

4pm-12am
4pm – 1am

12pm – 2 am

Closed

4pm – 12am

Bar Meals not available on the following dates: 
16th,  24th,  25th, & 26th December

Live Music @ the Dale this Saturday Night!
The Full Fat Band, Dixie Fried, & Matt Scott

From 8pm 26th Nov

Christmas is a time to 
spend with family and 
friends and what better 
way to celebrate than with 
fi ne food and drink. At this 
festive time of the year 
when traditional parties 
and gatherings take place 
Arran will have something 
for all tastes, be it an in-
timate dinner for two or 
a no-cooking, no-dish-
es meal for a large group, 
Arran has it all, and then 
some. 

From seafood to home 
baking, bar meals to tradi-
tional cooking, you will be 
spoilt for choice this fes-
tive season as Arran rolls 
out tempting special of-
fers to attract your cus-
tom. There are enticing 
discounts, special offers 
and seasonal menus lead-
ing up to Christmas and 
Hogmanay that can be en-
joyed in front of a roaring 
open fi re or while enjoying 
live music with spectacu-
lar views across the many 
stunning Arran vistas. Tru-
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KILMORY HALL

Come and join us for our 
first annual Christmas lights

Switch on at Kilmory Public hall, on 
Sunday 11th December  from 4.30pm.

Licensed indoor Christmas market
Bratwurst sausages

Slow cooked hot chocolate(dairy free available) Nuttella
Colourful fire pit for marshmallow roasting

Photo opportunity
Carol singing &amp; brassband

Bunkhouse open night.

For more information please contact 
Kilmory hall on 870345

ly something for every-
one, catering to all tastes 
and all budgets.

Try the Lamlash Bay 
Hotel with beautiful 
views over the bay and 
where a warm welcome 
always awaits you. Their 
three course festive menu 
priced at £24 includes all 
of the traditional choic-
es with some very tempt-
ing offerings such as the 
Arran gold chocolate 
mousse trifl e which might 
sway some away from 
the more traditional, and 
equally delicious, Christ-
mas pudding with brandy 
sauce.

Further down the road 
The Pierhead Tavern is 
raring to go with its good 
pub grub, Sunday roasts 
and varied chef specials. 
With live music regular-
ly available as well as a 
sumptuous festive menu 
the PHT is sure to provide 
visitors with a festive sea-
son full of entertainment 
and festive cheer, not to 
mention the festive drinks 
and tempting treats.

Over in Brodick The Or-
midale Hotel have a whole 
itinerary of events over 

the festive period ranging 
from rock and Xmas dis-
co’s to darts competitions 
and live music. On Thurs-
day December 29 the very 
popular Quiz of the year 
takes place at 9pm which 
is fi lled with good humour 
and is always well attend-
ed.

At the Fiddlers music 
bar and bistro in Brod-
ick patrons will be taken 
care of with a choice of 
either two or three cours-
es, which includes a free 
drink, with their Christ-
mas menu. Along with the 
great food and regularly 
scheduled music, Fiddlers 
is also known for im-
promptu musical sessions 
where talented musicians 
regularly join in and pro-
vide diners with a musi-
cal accompaniment. Be 
sure to look out for their 
two for one pizza special 
which is incredible value 
for money.

If a roaring fi re and 
pleasant surroundings in 
a family friendly envi-
ronment is your thing, the 
Wineport bar and bistro is 
the place to be in Brod-
ick. This homely venue, 
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CHRISTMAS 
CONCERT

in 
CORRIE PARISH CHURCH

Saturday 10th December 7.30pm

With Peter Wilson and friends

Tickets £10 from the Book and Card shop 

Tel: 01770 810210 or at the door

Our Heritage Collection features Harris Tweed and Tartan 
products and our Prestige Collection luxurious leather bags. 
Every bag is designed and made in Scotland.
Delivery is free in the UK.
www.dunmorescotland.com / t: 01968 660078

Stylish and elegant gifts for Christmas ...

Inspired, designed & made in Scotland

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Stockists and Suppliers of 

Agricultural and General Hardware
USEFUL PRESENTS FOR

PRACTICAL PEOPLE... AND A FEW 
FRIPPERIES TOO!
Tel: 870 225

CLOSED EVERY 
SUNDAY AND 
WEDNESDAY 

Opening hours may vary over the next few weeks

Shore Road,
Brodick

01770 302579
Open from 10am

Winter Specials 
DAYTIME

Coffee & Cake Deal - £4.95
2 courses £14.95 / 3 courses £18.95

includes free drink* 
2 for 1 pizza 4-6pm

Take away - pizza, burgers, fish & chips
EVENING

Sunday – Thursday 6.30 – 8.30pm
free drink with 2 courses*

Free live music 
see fiddlersmusicbar.com for details

*125ml house wine, 1/2 pint draft beer, hot or soft drink

is offering delicious food, 
home baking and Christ-
mas party nights in their 
cosy and atmospheric bar 
and bistro.

Over at Cafe Thyme in 
Machrie, the western side 
of the island’s festive 
drive is boosted by the 
pottery and wool show-
room that adds to the 
bright and modern cafe 
that is open seven days 
a week. Offering tradi-
tional meals with a Turk-
ish fl air and home grown 
salads this cafe stands 
out from the rest as a true 
original. 

If you prefer staying in-
doors and cosy and en-
joy some quality time 
at home for your near-
est and dearest, the local 
shops will give you a per-
fect start with fi ne, fresh 
ingredients and ready-
made treats. 

If your idea of Christ-
mas luxury food includes 
seafood or you are look-
ing for a great ham-
per to give someone as 
a gift then look no fur-
ther than award winning 
Creelers, the islands sea-
food specialist. Well 
known for their Scottish 
smoked salmon produced 
in their own smokehouse 
they also produce an ar-
ray of smoked products, 
available on-line and us-
ing their local oak and 
Lochranza whisky barrel 
method that ensures that 
their food awards contin-
ually keep rolling in.

If you are still strug-
gling to fi nd gifts, large 
or small, why not visit the 
producer of the islands 
favourite gift, James 
chocolate from the James 
of Arran chocolate shop. 

Located in the heart of 
Brodick, James chocolate 
is a well loved favour-
ite with their wide range 
of luxury chocolates and 
fresh cream truffl es that 
will please even the most 
discerning chocolate lov-
er. A visit to Arran is not 
complete without a visit 
to the chocolate shop. 

For a little bit of pam-
pering, why not take ad-
vantage of a wide range of 
beauty treatments at the 
luxurious Aspa which is a 
perfect treat for that spe-
cial someone. Day pack-
ages or shorter treatments 
are available and they 
also offer vouchers in 
any denomination which 
will brighten up the day 
of the lucky person that 
receives them. Vouchers 
can be bought at the Aspa 
or online. If holistic ther-
apies incorporating a va-
riety of techniques are to 
your liking, Soul to Sole 
Holistic Therapies by Jan 
Grimster, a Reiki mas-
ter teacher can provide 
you with wonderfully re-
laxing treatments. Gift 
vouchers are also availa-
ble to present to friends 
and love ones.  

There is no shortage 
of festive activities to 
get you in the Christmas 
mood as Arran plays hosts 
to various Christmas mar-
kets where you and your 
family can while away 
the hours surrounded by 
the sweet smell of fes-
tive food and treats while 
picking up some stocking 
fi llers at the stalls. 

Starting on Saturday, 
December 3, the Whit-
ing Bay Christmas market 
will have visitors brows-
ing the various stalls of-

fering goods, gifts and re-
freshments. The Kilmory 
Hall will also play host to 
their fi rst Christmas light 
switch on celebration and 
on Sunday December 11 
they will host a licenced 
indoor Christmas market 
with Bratwurst sausages, 
hot chocolate and a fi re 
pit, carol singing and a 
brass band. Not forgetting 
an opportunity to have a 
photo taken with Santa.    

On the western coast of 
the island, which experi-
ences the best sunsets, the 
views over the long sandy 
beaches can be enjoyed 
from The Kinloch Ho-
tel whose takeaway piz-
zas are available over the 
weekends and who will be 
doing their winter warmer 
menu from Monday No-
vember 28 which are not 
only reasonably priced 
but also good value.      

And fi nally we must 
mention the Aladdin’s 
cave of supplies that has 
everything from cosy 
winter clothing to bits 
and pieces for the home. 
If you are looking for a 
great place to fi nd unusu-
al gifts and useful things 
for the home this Christ-
mas, Sliddery Supplies 
will be able to supply 
you with everything that 
you need and want with a 
good few unexpected sur-
prises thrown in for good 
measure. 

Also don’t forget that 
the Forestry Commission 
will once again have real 
Christmas trees availa-
ble for sale at their Brod-
ick offi ce, which will 
make your house look 
and smell like the authen-
tic Christmas’s of yester-
year.
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Teas & Coffee, Stalls 
and Christmas Gifts

Christmas Market
Whiting Bay Hall

Saturday 3rd 
December

 11am – 3pm

Charity number: SC024915

(£17.50 for 5-12yo, £7.50 for under 5s)

3 Course Festive Menu @ £24 per person or 2 Course 
@ £19 per person. Available to groups of 8 or more 

for dinner or work’s Christmas Party throughout 
December and January (except Christmas Day)

Advance booking required, Tel 600844
Also available for lunch bookings for 12 or more.

FESTIVE MENU
STARTERS

Lemon and Thyme Marinated Chicken Thigh with 
Feta, Pine Nuts and Pesto Glaze
Festive Spiced Parsnip Soup (V)

Salmon Tikka with Cucumber and Mint Dressing
Walnut, Fig and Stilton Tart with Dressed Leaves (V)

MAINS
Traditional Roast Turkey with all the Trimmings

Grilled Lemon Sole with a Caper, Gherkin, Lemon 
and Parsley Butter Melt

Trio of Pork; Crispy Belly, 
Tender Baby-rib and slow Braised Shoulder Steak, 

drizzled in a Creamy Onion Sauce
Butternut Squash, Courgette and 

Pomegranate Risotto (V)
DESSERTS

Traditional Christmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce
Lemon, Prosecco and Popping Candy Cheesecake

Arran Gold Chocolate Mousse Trifl e

T – 01770 600844 | E – receptionbayhotel@aol.co.uk 
W - lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

Monday 5th – Friday 23rd Dec 
and Saturday 10th Dec.

Open Midday until 4.30pm
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Arran Active can help 
you make someone’s 
Christmas fabulous with 
a perfect gift.  For the 
walkers and runners they 
have a huge range of wa-
terproofs, fl eeces, win-
ter- lined trousers, boots, 
running leggings and 
jackets. Brands include 
Ronhill, Montane, Moun-
tain Equipment, Craghop-
pers and Berghaus. For 
the person who loves Ar-
ran landscapes they stock 
a range of mugs, place-
mats and beautiful photo 
prints of some of Arran’s 
most beautiful scenes. 
Practical presents in-
clude head torches, ther-
mals, water bottles and 
fl asks. The move to larg-
er premises this year have 
allowed them to stock 
a greater range of wel-

lies which include Muck 
Boots, more bargain Re-
gatta clothing as well as 
Rieker footwear, quali-
ty slippers and nightwear. 
They even have a beauti-
ful ladies fashion corner 
bursting with gorgeous 
tunic tops, jumpers, posh 
tops and party dresses by 
Adini and Lily & Me. Ar-
ran Active can be the per-
fect place to fi nd some of 
those sought after stock-
ing fi llers. Smaller sized 
items include multi-tools, 
jewellery, mini gins, 
games, coasters and toi-
letries. Their knowledge-
able, friendly staff are at 
hand to help advise and 
you’ll be mesmerised by 
the giant Christmas tree 
that takes centre-stage in 
the store once again.

Arran Aromatics - Our 

unspoiled island home is 
our heart and our inspi-
ration. The breathtaking 
landscapes, wild herbs 
and fl owers and pure wa-
ter fuel our creativity 
and passion for beautiful 
things, beautifully made. 

We’re delighted to of-
fer 20% off our range of 
products throughout the 
ShopArran weekend. Join 
us to enjoy a glass of fi zz 
whilst picking up great 
gifts and perfect presents.

At the Home Farm Cen-
tre Christmas starts here. 

Ann Hume Jewellery 
uses hand forging tech-
niques to create organ-
ic looking and beauti-
ful forms in silver. Enjoy 
a glass of mulled wine 
or Prosecco while you 
browse her products dur-
ing the Shop Arran week-

end. With prices starting 
at £25 and 10 per cent of 
usual prices, her shop can 
be found eight minutes 
from the centre of Brod-
ick. Follow the Shop Ar-
ran sign beside the Brod-
ick Primary School to fi nd 
unique and special hand 
crafted jewellery.

Arran Graphics - On 
the fi rst day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me, A 
partridge in a pear tree. On 
the second day of Christ-
mas I just told her to stop. 
I went to Arran Graphics...
its a better place to shop. 
On the third day of Christ-
mas, she realised I was 
right. Discounts in De-
cember on some interest-
ing...stuff!

Arran Art Gallery is 
delighted to be part of the 
‘Shop Arran’ weekend and 
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offers a pleasurable and 
unique gift shopping ex-
perience in a beautifully 
lit space.  

Visit Arran Art Gallery 
for a unique Christmas 
gift with artwork from 
over 80 local and main-
land artists on display. 
The gallery offers original 
art, artists prints, glass-
work, sculptures, ceram-
ics and jewellery and they 
will include complimen-
tary gift wrapping and 
festive treats. 

There is a treat in store 
for shoppers during the 
event as The Boathouse in 
Brodick in not only offer-
ing a 10 per cent discount 
on all purchases, but there 
will be lots of other spe-
cial offers too.

Specialising in the most 
sought-after children’s 
Christmas gifts - many of 
which can’t be found on 
the mainland due to the 
huge demand - The Boat-
house stocks them all.

Tracy also makes her 
very own beautiful cards 
and tree decorations that 
will have pride of place in 
any home. 

The Boathouse has so 
much to offer that it is a 
one-stop shop for all you 
children’s gifts this fes-
tive season.

Taking part in ShopAr-
ran is the wonderful Bun-
tys in Brodick, which will 
be offering a 10 per cent 
discount to all customers 
throughout the weekend - 
with just a couple of

restrictions on certain 
items - as well as a com-
plimentary glass of some-
thing and delicious nib-
bles for all customers.

Buntys is just how a 
contemporary Christmas 
ought to look and you are 
certain to fi nd plenty of 
gifts for friends and fam-
ily. It is also perfect for 
Secret Santa gifts with 
great mugs, candles and 
bath products as well as a 
large Cath Kidston range, 
to name but a few.

Laura from Buntys im-
aginatively sources all 
her beautiful gifts, offer-
ing a great selection of 
home accessories, as well 
as hand painted furni-
ture which looks great in 
any home. From smaller 

items to beautiful acces-
sories and larger pieces of 
the home there is just so 
much on offer.

Visit Chameleon Ladies 
Boutique, Arran’s newest 
clothes retailer and see 
why it’s fast becoming a 
‘must visit’ shop on the is-
land! Autumn/winter col-
lections are all now in and 
there are plenty of Christ-
mas gift ideas includ-
ing stocking fi llers and 
gift vouchers. Dur-
ing the Shop 
Arran Week-
end, spend at 
least £60 and 
choose either 
a scarf or a 
pair of earrings 
for free. Located 
in central Lam-
lash adjacent 
to the car park 
the shop is open 
from 10.30pm to 
5pm on Wednes-
day to Saturday, 
12pm to 4pm on 
Sunday. Follow 
them on Facebook 
at www.facebook.
com/chameleonarran to 
keep up to date.

Offering a fresh escape 
from the norm, The Cur-
tain House has many 
stylish ideas to help cre-
ate a home that is beauti-
ful and practical.

This lovely Lamlash 
boutique is another island 
store taking part 
in the bri l-
l i an t 

ShopArran weekend and 
it will be offering a 10 per 
cent discount on all pur-
chases

and many special bar-
gains.

There are decorative 
accessories, sumptu-
ous cushions from voy-
age decoration and lots 
of fabulous and un-

usual Christmas decora-
tions and gifts just arrived 
in store to kick-start your 
festive cheer.

The Curtain House sells 
some of the most unique 
decorations you will ever 
see, many with a seaside 

twist which 
is perfect 
for an island 
Christmas.
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County Carpets Ar-
ran Ltd in Whiting Bay 
are delighted to be part 
of the hugely successful 
Shop Arran weekend this 
year. They will be offering 
a festive discount of 10 
per cent off all home ac-
cessories over the week-
end. Opening hours: Fri-
day and Saturday, 9am to 
5pm.

The Harbour Shop 
in Blackwaterfoot has 
everything you will need 
for Christmas .

They stock Christmas 
cards, gift wrap, toilet-
ry gift sets, gift vouchers, 
gift baskets, chocolates, 

handmade tab-
let, maca-
roon and 

shor tb read , 
and much 

more. Why 
not pay 
t h e m 
a vis-
it this 

Christmas.
At Home Farm there are 

some tasty treats on of-
fer at the Isle of Arran 
Cheese Company dur-
ing the ShopArran week-
end. Hampers bursting 
with cheese, oatcakes and 
chocolates are its special-
ity and they make the per-
fect gift for all ages.

As well as its own Ar-
ran Blue, Camembert and 
Brie made in Blackwater-
foot, and a range of fl a-
voured cheeses, the shop 
also stocks an extensive 
range of high quality Brit-
ish farmhouse cheeses 
that make a perfect addi-
tion to any festive table.

No Christmas dinner 
would be complete with-
out a delicious selection 
of cheeses made here on 
the island. Pop in during 
the ShopArran weekend, 
there will be discount-
ed hampers on offer and 
a free cheese - worth £4 - 
with every £20 spent.

The award winning Isle 
of Arran Distillers Vis-
itor Centre will be of-
fering a 10 per cent dis-

count in the extensive 
gift shop during the 
ShopArran weekend. 
The visitor centre 
shop stocks all Ar-
ran Malt Whiskies 
and distillery ex-

clusive bot-
tlings, along 
with other 
island pro-
duce, gifts 
and sou-
v e n i r s . 

T h e 
vis-
i tor 

centre has collaborated 
with local crafts people 
and there will be a small 
Christmas market. A one 
stop shop for all your 
Christmas shopping.

Casks Café/Bar will be 
open, the perfect place 
to relax and savour dish-
es from Arran’s larder 
and try our whisky tast-
ing fl ights or enjoy an Ar-
ran Gold hot chocolate or 
latte. Tours will be run-
ning at 11.45am, 1.15pm 
and 2.30pm. Open daily 
10.30am to 4.30pm.

The girls at Friday’s 
Child will make three 
shoppers very happy this 
Shop Arran weekend as 
they give you the chance 
to instantly win back the 
value of your shopping. 
One customer each day 
over the weekend will win 
back what they have spent 
at the till, regardless of 
its value, whether its £10 
or £100. The shelves are 
crammed with all the fun 
and unusual gifts you’ve 
come to expect, with new 
additions to their travel 
gifts including a brilliant 
Cross Stitch Map, brand 
new toys and clothes for 
baby’s fi rst Christmas and 
hilarious parody books 
for parents ‘The Hungov-
er Caterpillar’, ‘We’re go-
ing on a Bar Hunt’, plus 
all the new Ladybird adult 
parody books to have the 
whole house laughing af-
ter Christmas dinner. They 
will be offering 10 per 
cent off everything from 
LSA champagne saucers 
and cocktail glasses to 
American sweet hampers 
and stocking fi llers for 
under £1, and don’t forget 
they gift wrap for free.

Inspirations of Arran 
is Brodick’s premier gift-

shop, situated in the 
centre of the vil-
lage it is offer-

ing 10 per cent 
off everything 
in store during 

the Shop Arran weekend. 
With an extensive range 
of lovely gifts, jewellery 
and collectables, there 
are beautiful presents for 
everyone this Christmas. 
Be sure to have a look at 
their new Snoozies range 
of hat and mitten sets as 
well as their exclusive 
Coeur De Lion and Dansk 
Smykkekunst quality de-
signer hand made jewel-
lery from Denmark and 
Germany.

Jolly Molly continues to 
offer an extensive range 
of affordable gifts and in 
2016  extended their range 
of gifts to include jew-
ellery, scarves, bags 
and other person-
al accessories that 
make ideal gifts. 
They have their 
usual extensive 
selection of gor-
geous Christ-
mas decorations 
which again are 
a great person-
al gift or stock-
ing fi ller. Also 
lots of other 
lovely home-
ware to bright-
en your home 
during the fes-
tive period. In 
addition they 
stock a num-
ber of ex-
clusive Ar-
ran products 
including tea towels, 
bags, jigsaws and much 
more that can make ide-
al gifts for those not lucky 
enough to live in the Is-
land. Pop in and enjoy a 
glass of bubbly whilst you 
shop!

During Shop Arran 
weekend the Old Byre 
Visitor Centre will have 
lots going on. Get 10 per 
cent off all your shopping 
from winter knitwear, 
clothing for all the family, 
Barbour and Didrikson’s 
jackets, leather handbags, 
woollen throws, slippers, 

A sprig of gorse, a breath of sea air and a pinch of seasoned wood.  
These elements combine to conjure vibrant, evocative scents  

that are uniquely Scottish, uniquely Arran.

Our unspoiled island home is our heart and our inspiration.
Discover ARRAN at Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran.

County Carpets Ar-
ran Ltd
are delighted to be part 
of the hugely successful 
Shop Arran weekend this 
year. They will be offering 
a festive discount of 10 
per cent off all home ac-
cessories over the week-
end. Opening hours: Fri-
day and Saturday, 9am to 
5pm.

The Harbour Shop 
in Blackwaterfoot has 
everything you will need 
for Christmas .

They stock Christmas 
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gloves and lots of Christ-
mas gifts. Their Janu-
ary Sale has started early 
too so there’s even more 
reason to visit. Also fea-
tured this year is a Stella 
& Dot pop up during Sat-
urday and Sunday with 
fabulous offers on jew-
ellery to compliment the 
Old Byre’s clothing rang-
es. Help will be on hand if 
required!

Café Thyme will be 

open all weekend serving 
delicious food and there 
will be live music over 
lunchtime providing  a 
pleasant place to recharge 
your batteries  between 
shops.

The Byre at Brodick 
will be offering 10 per 
cent off with some Christ-
mas goodies so do pay 
them a visit.

The Taste of Arran 
Shop will also be offer-
ing a 10 per cent discount 
over the Shop Arran week-

end with some small 
restrictions on 

c e r t a i n 

goods. As the name im-
plies, they are stockists 
of Arran cheeses, Arran 
chutneys and jams, Woo-
lies oatcakes and biscuits, 
Arran tablet, black pud-
ding and haggis from The 
Arran Butcher, Also la-
dies Joules clothing and 
Baby Joules and a large 
selection of pocket mon-
ey toys, Scottish souve-
nirs and Christmas deco-
rations.

The Lochranza Cen-
tre has just completed 
its fi rst year of operation 
as a Community Interest 
Company under the direc-
torship of Chris Traill and 
Stuart Blake. As part of 

this ‘new be-
g i n n i n g ’ 

the Centre has been able to 
get involved in a number 
of new ventures includ-
ing providing a range of 
exciting adventure activi-
ties for the public, guided 
walks, Friday’s chip shop 
evenings through sum-
mer, winter warmer lunch 
time snacks and lunches 
for coach parties.  

They are now very 
pleased to open the Cen-
tre as part of ShopArran 
weekend on the 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th of December be-
tween 11am and 4pm. 
The Centre will provide 
tea, coffee and a range of 
snacks including mince 
pies and mulled 
wine.  As well 
as gifts be-

i n g 
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Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at 

Christmas is always a 
magical time of year 
on Arran.
Twinkling lights, the 
taste of spicy mulled 
wine, frosty mornings 
and Carol concerts at 
night - it really is the 
happiest time of the 
year.
And in the Shiskine 
Valley this year there is 
so much to do through-
out December for the 
whole family as the 

community gathers to 
celebrate Christmas 
and New Year.

Tree lighting
The festivities will be-
gin on  Sunday 11th De-
cember with the village 
tree lighting ceremony 
at Blackwaterfoot Har-
bour - defi nitely one of 
the best ways to kick-
start the celebrations.

Senior citizen party
On Wednesday 14th 
December the Shiskine 

Sunday 11th December
Village Tree Lighting Ceremony 5pm 

at Blackwaterfoot Play Park

Monday 12th December
Best dressed house in the Valley

Judging takes place this week

Wednesday 14th December
Shiskine & Machrie Senior Citizens 

Christmas Party – Kinloch Hotel

Sunday 18th December
Christmas Jumper Competition Adults & Kids

4.30pm in the Kinloch Hotel Public Bar
Followed by the Christmas Mega Mackerel Lottery!

Monday 19th December
Shiskine Primary School Christmas Concert

Shiskine Hall at 7pm

Boxing Day
Texas Scramble at Shiskine Golf Club

10am until 2pm
Book your tee off time 01770 860 226

Friday 30th December
Charity End of Year Quiz

Kinloch Hotel at 9pm

Hogmanay
Hogmanay Hoolie, Shiskine Hall 10pm until late

Tickets available from Blackwaterfoot Post Office

WHAT’S ON
IN SHISKINE

Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at 

Christmas comes to  life in Shiskine this December 

available from their 
own shop they have also 
asked local Arran crafts 
and produce business-
es to take a free stall and 

join them. The Lochran-
za Centre will allow vis-
itors to buy their Christ-
mas gifts closer to home 
and are sure to get you 

into the Christmas spirit. 
It’s the time before 

Christmas, and the work-
shop at Pooch Boutique 
is a hive of activity. Nici 

is whipping up leather 
handbags and accessories 
made from the most ex-
quisite leathers in lush col-
ours, with some of them 
sporting beautiful fasteners 
made from locally sourced 
deer antlers, others sewn 
with the softest hare sheep 
leather and combined with 
Harris Tweed.

Kez (Carol) has worked 
up a wide range of ceramic 
plaques, Christmas decora-
tions, pendants and vessels 
with intricate patterns and 
sumptuous glazes. A se-
ries of sculptures inspired 
by the organic shapes and 
textures of sea creatures 
shows Kez’ incredible ar-
tistic skills and passion for 
detailed work. 

Assja fi nally is stocking 
up with her vibrant bead-
ed necklaces, bracelets and 
earrings as well as with 
jewellery and decorative 
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Wish all our customers 
a Merry Christmas & a 
prosperous New Year.

Shop home deliveries available 
please call or ask in store.  

Thanks for shopping local.

SHOP OPENING TIMES - Tel 860220
24th Dec - 8.30 - 18:00

27th, 28th, 29th & 30th Dec - 8:30 - 17:30
31st Dec  - 8:30 - 18:00
3rd Jan - 8:30 - 17:30

GARAGE OPENING TIMES - Tel 860277
25th, 26th & 27th Dec - Closed

28th, 29th & 30th Dec - 8:30 - 17:30
31st Dec  - 9:00 - 17:00

1st, 2nd & 3rd Jan - Closed

Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at ChristmasChristmasChristmas

and Machrie Senior 
Citizens will be holding 
their Christmas party at 
The Kinloch Hotel.

Best dressed house
Judging will begin on 
Monday 12th December 
for the ‘best dressed 
house in the valley’ 
competition, so make 
sure all your decora-
tions are up by then.

Christmas Concert
Shiskine Primary 
School is holding its 

ever-popular Christmas 
concert on Monday 19th 
December at 7pm in the 
village hall.

Christmas jumpers
And on Sunday 18th 
December it is the very 
unique, yet very ex-
citing, kids and adults 
Christmas jumper com-
petition in the Kinloch 
Hotel followed by the 
Mega Christmas Mack-
erel Lottery.

Children’s party

The Shiskine SWRI 
children’s party will take 
place on Christmas Eve 
between 3pm and 5pm 
in the village hall. 

Texas scramble
On Boxing Day the 
annual Texas Scram-
ble will be played at 
Shiskine Golf Course 
and on Friday 30th De-
cember there will be 
an ‘end of year’ charity 
quiz in The Kinloch Ho-
tel at 9pm.

Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at Shiskine Shines at ChristmasChristmasChristmas

Christmas comes to  life in Shiskine this December 

items made from sea glass 
and drift wood. Nature is 
also the inspiration for her 
other copper and silver 
pieces.

A visit at Pooch will not 
only give you the chance 
to buy locally crafted piec-
es; on items over £20 you 
will get 10 per cent dis-
count. A wee chat with the 
makers, some mulled ap-
ple juice and Christmas 
Stollen are waiting for you 
as an extra treat.

The Red Door girls have 
been busy getting the shop 
ready for Christmas. There 
is a huge array of lovely 
items now in stock includ-
ing great new ranges of 
jewellery, scarves, snoods, 
handbags and gifts - per-
fect for those looking for 
inspiration this Christmas! 
The trusty favourites are 
still there too, from luxu-
rious leather handbags and 

fi ngerless gloves, to time-
less wooden toys. There is 
something for the whole 
family in Red Door so 
pop in for some gift ide-
as or to start getting your 
list ready for Santa. Just in 
case you needed another 
reason to pop in, visit over 
the Shop Arran weekend 
and receive 10 per cent 
discount on all purchases 
plus a free gift.

Wooleys of Arran, fa-
mous for their Oatcakes, 
have now launched a tasty 
selection of biscuits, per-
fect for an extra gift idea! 
Why not pop in when 
you’re out and about this 
Shop Arran weekend and 
enjoy a free cup of tea or 
coffee and a mince pie 
with their compliments. 
Available in the Brodick 
shop on Friday 2nd and 
Saturday 3rd December 
from 7am to 5pm.
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to all my relatives 
and friends from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives 
and friends from 
John Smith, 
Oban

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special festive 
message and send or hand in to:-

Arran Banner, Brodick  Tel: 01770 302142
ONLY £20 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or
Phone in your message quoting your Access/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 5th December. To appear Saturday 10th December

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 10th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20

20 words maximum    PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban

AN MSP has highlight-
ed the plight of the Arran 
Whitebeam in a parliamen-
tary debate.

West of Scotland list Con-
servative MSP Maurice 
Golden emphasised the val-
ue of the endangered tree, 
of which there are less than 
900 left, all on Arran.

Mr Golden praised the 
work of the Woodland Trust 
to preserve this species as 
part of a parliamentary de-
bate into the country’s en-
dangered plant and animal 
species. 

Aiming to raise aware-
ness, members each cham-
pioned specifi c species, 
presenting their profi les and 
the work needed to protect 
their species.

During the debate, Mr 
Maurice Golden, also the 
shadow environment secre-
tary and deputy convener of 
the parliamentary environ-

Eggcellent win . . . 

Saltire Society hears how leading 
Scots professor translated 18th
century Gaelic poem into English
Guest speaker at Friday 
evening’s meeting of the 
Arran Saltire Society at Al-
tachorvie was Alan Riach, 
poet and Professor of Scot-
tish Literature at  Glasgow 
University.

Alan, on his second for-
mal visit to the society, en-
gaged the local members 
in a wide and diverse pro-
gramme covering the de-
velopment and diffusion 
of Celtic arts and culture 
throughout the ages and 
the life-changing challeng-
es Scottish Gaeldom faced 
following the dissolution 
of the Lordship of the Isles 
under James IV, and its near 
extirpation by the Hanover-
ian regime post Culloden.

Focusing on the post 
Culloden poem The Birlinn 
of Clanranald by Gaelic 
poet Alasdair Mac Mhaigh-
stir Alasdair (Alexan-
der MacDonald), Alan Ri-
ach read excerpts from his 
own masterly 2015 English 
translation.

An altogether fascinat-
ing and learned charac-
ter, Alexander MacDonald 
had been a tutor of Gaelic 

Professor Alan Raich 
speaks at the society 
meeting. 

to Charles Edward Stuart. 
He had studied Greek and 
knew Homer. The poem re-
lates a detailed, and prob-
ably symbolic, hazardous 
sea voyage, by very ‘disci-
plined and intuitive’ sailors, 
in a West Highland galley, 
from Loch Eynort in South 
Uist to the Sound of Islay 
before crossing to Carrick-
fergus in Ireland. The rich-
ness of detail and the rhyth-
mic versifi cation ‘gives you 
the sense that you are on 
board the ship itself, mov-
ing through the waters’.

The crew of the Birlinn 
are forced to use all of their 
sea-knowledge and skills to 
endure the most savage of 
storms before refuge and 
safety are secured among 
their Gaelic kin, in the ha-
ven of Carrickfergus har-
bour.    

Being a non-Gaelic speak-
er himself, Alan spoke not 
only of the practical dif-
fi culties of translating to 
English and, as a poet, nu-
ancing the Gaelic text, but 
also of making an 18th cen-
tury work coherent for the 
21st century.

The Birlinn is undoubted-
ly an allegorical poem of 
the fi rst order refl ecting on 
the social and political ca-
tastrophe faced by the Gael-
ic people of Scotland after, 
and beyond, Culloden.

Alan wound up a very en-
joyable evening with a very 
entertaining ‘taster’ of his 
current poems to be pub-
lished shortly.

Plight of Arran
Whitebeam debate at 
Scottish parliament

ment committee, called for 
further awareness and pro-
tection measures.

Mr Golden said: ‘I am the 
species champion for the 
Arran Whitebeam which, 
like me, resides in the west 
of Scotland. Not only is the 
Whitebeam species very 
rare but it represents one 
of the very few tree species 
that are unique to Scotland 
and is therefore a hugely 
important part of our natu-
ral heritage.’

A spokesman for the 
Woodland Trust said: ‘The 
Woodland Trust Scotland 
is pleased to have several 
MSPs championing some 
of Scotland’s wonderful na-
tive trees. The Arran White-
beam is a truly special spe-
cies and it is fantastic to 
have Maurice Golden to 
raise awareness of its im-
portance and the threats it 
faces.’

There was a good entry for The Ormidale Hotel’s Scotch egg competition earlier this month. After a 
close competition, the judges named Scott Clark the winner. Runner-up was Harry Anderson and Trevor 
Helliwell was third. 
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The Art in Mind group are 
hosting their annual art ex-
hibition at the Lochranza 
Distillery Visitor Centre un-
til the end of December. 

The group, who are fund-
ed by Arran Visual Arts, 
was started more than 12 
years ago in a joint venture 
with the community mental 
health team in an effort to 
introduce people with men-
tal health issues to arts and 
self expression. 

Art in Mind offer a secure 
and friendly place to meet 
every Friday, at the Rang-
ers Centre at Brodick Cas-
tle, where Felicity Walker, a 
professional artist, nurtures 
members’ artistic creativity, 
helping to build confi dence 
and self-belief.

As well as the art class-
es, members also take part 
in outings and are involved 
in numerous events which 
take place throughout the 
year both on and off the is-
land. 

Members took part in the 

ArCaS receives a welcome 
cash boost from salmon sales 

Art in Mind host annual art exhibition
Arran Visual Arts exhibi-
tions, held through the year 
at Lamlash and Lochranza 
and in June, while Alistair 
Howe, from the Pierhead 
Tavern in Lamlash, pro-
vided an insightful talk on 
sculptor Henry Moore. He 
also kindly posed so that 
members could draw him 
in their best Henry Moore-
ish style. 

Exhibition
A cultural visit was also 

made to the Barony Cen-
tre to view the work of craft 
people from Scotland and 
Thailand, and there was 
much excitement when 
Bloomsbury Publishing 
contacted the group asking 
for entries for a book cov-
er for Mental Health, Inca-
pacity and the Law in Scot-
land by Hilary Patrick and 
Jill Stavert. Fiona Ruther-
ford was the lucky winner.

Art in Mind have been in-
volved with AIMS Advoca-
cy and the Involved group 
for some years now, and 

they joined them at the Har-
bour Arts Centre in Irvine to 
celebrate the Scottish Men-
tal Health Arts and Film 
Festival. Interesting discus-
sions took place on mental 
services and support groups 
and they hope to join up 
with the writing group that 
meets in the Advocacy Cen-
tre and exchange ideas, on 
the mental health benefi ts 
of art and writing, working 
towards joint creativity.

Organisers wished to say 
thank you to everyone who 
has donated fi nancially, 
given of their time and ef-
fort to ensure members get 
to and from the class, and 
those who helped during 
the class. Thanks, too, to 
all those who have bought 
cards. If there is anyone 
who feels they could give 
of their time to help with 
transport or help within the 
class please contact Sarah 
Hay on 01770 850208 or 
email at shay55@btinter-
net.com. 

The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany has presented Arran 
cancer charity ArCaS with 
almost £600 raised from its 
Salmon in a Bun sales at the 
Brodick Highland Games in 
August.

The money was presented 
last week to Douglas John-
ston, the charity’s chair-
man, at its shop in Brodick. 
The charity has provided 
support and crucial trans-
port links for cancer pa-
tients from the island to 
hospitals on the mainland 
since 1989. It was specif-
ically chosen by the Scot-
tish Salmon Company team 

Keith McTaggart, site manager at the Lamlash Bay 
site, Douglas Johnston, ArCaS chairman and Charles 
Todd, senior marine operative at The Scottish 
Salmon Company. Photographs: Christopher Hogge

Keith McTaggart, left, and Charles Todd, right, from The Scottish Salmon 
Company Lamlash Bay site, join volunteers from the ArCaS charity shop and 
Douglas Johnston, centre, the charity’s chairman. 

based at its Lamlash Bay 
site. 

Throughout the day of the 
games, a team from The 
Scottish Salmon Compa-
ny offered samples and pre-
sented foodie demonstra-
tions, including ways to 
introduce salmon into the 
family diet and sessions 
on how to smoke your own 
salmon. 

The Scottish Salmon 
Company is the leading 
Scottish-based producer 
of fresh salmon, with sites 
throughout the West Coast 
and the Hebrides. 

Managing director Craig 

Anderson said: ‘Working 
closely with our local com-
munities is extremely im-
portant to us. We had a fan-
tastic day at the Brodick 
Highland Games and are 
already looking forward 
to next year’s event. Our 
Salmon in a Bun proved to 
be very popular with visi-
tors and as a result we are 
delighted to donate £598 to 
ArCaS which provides such 
a crucial service to commu-
nities on Arran.’

Crucial
Douglas Johnston, chair-

man of ArCaS, said: ‘The 
transport we provide is cru-
cial for members of the 
community and their fami-
lies here on Arran who are 
suffering from cancer and 
struggle to make the signif-
icant journey to mainland 
hospitals on their own. 

‘To have the support from 
The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany is incredibly im-
portant and this donation 
means we can continue to 
provide these much-need-
ed transport services. We 
are very grateful for their 
support and look forward to 
working together again in 
the future.’



24    NEWS www.arranbanner.co.uk      Arran Banner, Saturday 26 November, 2016

Worldwide battle to save the 
Falls of Clyde
The fight is on to save a famous Clyde built 
ship, the Falls of Clyde, which is under 
threat in Hawaii. Here Iain Auld tells of her 
history and her remarkable link with Arran
There is a rather splendid 
scale model of a sailing 
ship in a glass case mount-
ed on the wall inside Lam-
lash Parish Church. 

That same ship has been 
making national headlines 
recently due to the threat 
hanging over the Falls of 
Clyde - a Greenock-built 
ship which has been perma-
nently moored at Pier 7 in 
Honolulu for more than 50 
years. 

In 1989 she was declared a 
US National Historic Land-
mark, but the Hawaii De-

The prow of the Falls of Clyde in Honolulu harbour. 

partment of Transport has 
now declared her dangerous 
and cancelled her permit to 
remain in the harbour.

Falls of Clyde was the fi rst 
of nine large four-masted 
sailing barques built at the 
shipyard of Russell & Co 
between 1878 and 1886 for 
the Falls Line of Glasgow. 
One of her designers was 
William Lithgow, founder 
of the shipbuilding dynasty.

She spent the fi rst 20 years 
of her life carrying cargoes 
of timber, jute, cement and 
wheat between ports in the 

UK, Australia, California, 
India and New Zealand. In 
1899, she was sold to the 
Matson Navigation Compa-
ny of Hawaii for $25,000 - 
$7,000 more than she cost 
to build! A good piece of 
business for her owners and 
a real testament to the qual-
ity of her construction and 
maintenance.

The ship made more than 
60 voyages between Hilo, 
Hawaii and San Francisco, 
carrying general merchan-
dise, sugar and passengers, 
before being converted into 

a bulk oil (kerosene) carri-
er by installing steel tanks. 
Falls of Clyde then supplied 
all of Hawaii’s needs un-
til 1927 when she was de-
masted and became a fl oat-
ing fuel depot in Alaska.

Her fi rst rescue came in 
the 1960s when a group 
of Hawaiian businessmen 
heard that she was to be 
scuttled as part of a break-
water in Vancouver and ar-
ranged for her return to 
Honolulu. 

She became a museum 
ship, but her owner, the 
Bishop Museum, was una-
ble to fund recurring main-
tenance and dry-docking 
and eventually, in 2008, 
handed her over to a local 
group of volunteers.

The Friends of Falls of 
Clyde (FFOC), under their 
president Bruce McEwan, 
have worked unceasingly 
to raise money for essential 
repairs, but not apparent-
ly to the satisfaction of the 
Department of Transport.  

A worldwide campaign 
has enlisted considerable 
support, including Dun-

dee’s international actor 
Brian Cox, and if fund-
ing can be raised, FFOC 
would be amenable to Falls 
of Clyde returning to her 
home port of Glasgow. In 
the interim, FFOC are chal-
lenging the impoundment 
order at a hearing on No-
vember 22.  

But what of the model in 
Lamlash Church? A brass 
plaque tells us it was built 
in 1919 by Captain McMil-
lan of Cordon. 

John McMillan’s parents, 
William McMillan and Ja-
net Fullarton, were from 
Lamlash, but he was born 
in 1860 in Dunbar, no doubt 
on account of his father be-
ing a coastguard and liable 
to be moved about.

 Back in Arran, in the 1881 
Census he is described as 
a house joiner but must 
have gone to sea thereaf-
ter. John married Anne-Ma-
rie Mathie in Lamlash in 
1899 and the certifi cate de-
scribes his occupation as 
mate on steamers and his 
residence as Lamlash when 
not at sea, which certain-

ly suggests a deep-sea mar-
iner. As such, he is unlikely 
to have served aboard Falls 
of Clyde, but spent leisure 
time ashore making models 
of ships which he had seen 
and admired. The model is 
precision-built and of es-
pecial interest are the sails. 
Instead of the usual cloth, 
they are apparently craft-
ed from thin sheets of red-
dish-brown wood, immac-
ulately shaped for their 
purpose. Anecdotally, he 
had brought the wood back 
from a trip to New Zealand, 
and it may be during his 
Pacifi c travels that he saw 
Falls of Clyde.

Unfortunately, with the 
passage of time, there is no 
information as to when or 
why the model was donated 
to the church, and any such 
would be welcomed. Sim-
ilarly, with the McMillans 
there is no record of them 
living in Arran after 1925 
and no records in Scotland 
at any time thereafter. 

The most likely explana-
tion is that they moved to 
England or overseas.

Iain Auld beside the model of the Falls of Clyde in Lamlash Church. 01_A48falls01
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply.

WIN 
A LUXURY ONE NIGHT BREAK FOR TWO PEOPLE AT KNOCKINAAM LODGE, INCLUSIVE OF A SIX COURSE 

GOURMET DINNER, TEA OR COFFEE ON ARRIVAL AND FULL SCOTTISH BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:  
Which category has Knockinaam Lodge been shortlisted for in the 2016/17 Scottish Thistle Awards?

Knockinaam Lodge is a stunning small hotel, independently 
owned, and a member of luxury brand Connoisseurs Scotland. 
Situated a few miles from the harbour village ofPortpatrick in 
South West Scotland, the romantic retreat has been shortlisted 
for ‘Most Hospitable Hotel’ in the 2016 Scottish Thistle Awards 
and awarded three AA Red Stars and three AA Rosettes for food.
Two lucky readers have the chance to win a lavish stay in the 

sumptuous surroundings of this historic hotel which offers ten 
stunning, individually designed bedrooms and exquisite fine 
dining.

Renowned for its first class food as well as its impressive wine 
and whisky selection, the friendly staff at Knockinaam Lodge will 
treat you to superb service whilst you unwind in a private haven 
located just metres from the sea.

competitionsOFFERS&
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 December 2016.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: What type of fizz comes in 

hampers from Luss General Store?

In the heart of one of the Highlands’ most picturesque villages, Luss 
General Store offers a collection of stylish, Scottish inspired gifts, and 
handcrafted products made lovingly by local craftspeople. This festive 
season Luss General Store are launching an online Christmas gift shop, 
including fantastic foodie hampers bringing together tasty treats from 
throughout Scotland (as well as some rather nice French champagne). 
The hampers range from a spectacular Colquhoun Hamper, 

WIN 
A BAXTERS FESTIVE DELIGHTS HAMPER 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: How many hampers are there in  

Baxters’ 2016 range

Baxters is now in its 148th year of food excellence, and for their 
2016 hamper collection they have selected their best loved 
products from the Baxters and Audrey Baxter Signature ranges, 
along with other delicious food items from around Scotland. Their 
range of seven hampers are packaged in a variety of gift boxes 
and wicker baskets, and they can provide a personalised message 
along with a reliable delivery service across the UK.

NB: Competition closes 2 December 2016

WIN 
A SCOTTISH CHRISTMAS HAMPER FROM  

LUSS GENERAL STORE

The prize includes an incredible SixCourse Gourmet Tasting 
Dinner starting with delicious, assorted canapes as part 
of a creative and imaginative menu designed by award 
winning Head Chef, Tony Pierce.

NB: Competition closes 2 December 2016

194-196_sf12.indd   196 26/10/2016   17:50:12

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 
Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL. Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their 
direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash 
alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if 
you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. This competition is open to readers 
of other Wyvex Media publications.
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The cosmopolitan world of 
the crow
Some time ago on a visit to 
Rome, I noticed the crow in 
the city was the crow I asso-
ciated with the wild moors 
and hills of Arran. 

It was the hooded crow. I 
was puzzled.

The crow family is cos-
mopolitan and considered 
the most intelligent of birds. 
Their total brain-to-body 
mass ratio is equal to that of 
great apes. Crows are me-
dium to large birds. Many 
species are black or black 
and grey; some are pied, 
while others are more col-
ourful. Eight species breed 
in the UK. While all have 
been recorded on Arran, 
only four breed here: raven, 
jackdaw, carrion crow and 
hooded crow. It is the fa-
miliar carrion and hooded 
crows that are the focus for 
this article. 

The hooded crow, with 
its black hood, throat and 
wings but grey body, and 
the carrion crow, by con-
trast solid black in colour, 
are closely related. Until 
recently, they were regard-
ed as the same species. The 
map shows their distribu-
tion across Europe. 

To the west, the skies gen-
erally belong to the carrion 
crow. To the east, the hood-
ed crow rules the roost, in-
cluding Rome. 

In areas where the two 
species overlap there may 

be some interbreeding with 
hybrids showing a mixed 
grey and black body plum-
age.

How did this distribution 
came about? During the 
last Ice Age, ending about 
10,000 years ago, the Eu-
ropean crow population 
was forced to retreat to ice 
free areas in the Balkans 
and the Iberian Peninsula. 
These isolated groups de-
veloped striking plumage 
differences, the grey-and-
black hoodie in the east, 
and the all-black carrion in 
the west. 

Voice and general behav-
iour changed, but little, so 
that when the ice retreat-
ed and the separate groups 
expanded to meet in mid-
dle Europe, they were still 
able to interbreed and pro-
duce fertile hybrids, but 
only over a narrow zone of 
overlap. 

Arran is one of those 
overlap areas.  From the 
BTO publication Bird At-
las 2007-11: the breeding 
and wintering birds of Brit-
ain and Ireland by Dawn 
Balmer, Simon Gillings, 
Brian Caffrey, Bob Swann, 
Iain Downie and Rob Full-
er, the breeding distribution 
maps for carrion and hood-
ed crow show areas like Ar-
ran where both breed and 
interbreed. 

On Arran there are hood-

ed crows, carrion crows and 
viable hybrids of the two 
that show varying amounts 
of black and grey plumage. 
The next time you see a 
crow on Arran check it  out.  
Is it a hoodie, a carrion or a 
mixture of both?

The status of carrion crows 
and hooded crows has been 
debated since Carl Linnae-
us, the founding father of 
taxonomy, declared them 
to be separate species in 
1758. A century later, Dar-
win called any such clas-
sifi cation impossible until 
the term ‘species’ was de-
fi ned. The crows are known 
to cross-breed and produce 
viable offspring, so lack the 
reproductive barriers that 
some biologists consider 
essential to the distinction 
of a species. For the crows 
themselves this human dis-
cussion does not matter.

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you. 

For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2015 and vis-
it this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk

Hooded and carrion crow breeding distribution in Europe. 

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels
FOR NOVEMBER

East v west - the crow knows best
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 Arnhall fi re
Arnhall in Whiting Bay has been exten-
sively damaged after fi re broke out in the 
early hours of Wednesday morning. Fire 
engines from Lamlash and Brodick were 
called in and it was some hours before the 
fi re was extinguished. 

Arnhall has been owned by the Save the 
Children Fund for a number of years, of-
fering activity holidays for disadvantaged 
children. At the end of 1995, its future be-
came uncertain and in September this year 
the group Enable leased Arnhall to contin-
ue similar work. 

Two groups were meant to come over 
for Christmas but this will now have to 
be cancelled and alternative holidays ar-
ranged. Valerie Tough of Enable estimated 
the damage at tens of thousands of pounds 

Champions from the � rst season of the revived Lamlash Tennis Club, left to 
right, Jane Boyle, Ian Scott, Elinor Muirhead, Sally Brookes and Campbell 
Seaton. B48twe01

and the future of Arnhall is now, once 
again, looking uncertain. 

 Rising costs
The Douglas Hotel could be demolished 
and the Arran Festival Theatre could rise 
from the rubble, according to McKay Con-
sultants, which has completed a feasibility 
study on the best site for a proposed new 
theatre. 

Initial costs were estimated at £350,000 
but then it rose to £1 million, then £1.7 
million when the project was offered lot-
tery money. That fi gure has now risen to 
£4 million to £5 million, according to the 
consultants, which has thrown the theatre 
trust committee into disarray. The com-
mittee is considering the Douglas Hotel, 
the Heathfi eld Hotel or, as was planned 
in 1983, St George’s Church in Lamlash. 
Members favour the Douglas recommen-
dation but are appalled at the cost.

 Expenses at last
At last Tuesday’s community council 
meeting, councillors were happy to hear  
they had been awarded £400 by North 
Ayrshire Council towards travelling costs.

They were happy not because they re-
ceived the money, but because the coun-
cil had at last recognised the various out-
of-pocket expenses they all have to bear. 
Treasurer Janice Gemmell put forward 
the motion that half the money should 
go towards an honorarium for secretary 
Terry Crawley for all the hard work 
he had done but he turned down the idea, 
preferring to accept just his legitimate ex-
penses.  

Attending Shiskine Golf Club’s centenary dinner are, left to right, Willie Innes, 
Brodick’s centenary captain elect; Belle Robertson, speaker; Liz Kerr, lady vice 
captain; Willie Kelso, club captain; Russell Duncan, speaker; Pat Adamson, lady 
captain; and Neil Henderson, vice captain. B48twe04

Tracy Gibson and Gay Mackay, along with Lamlash playgroup youngsters, hand 
over a competition prize to Stella Macrae on behalf of Robbie Smith. B48twe02

Laura Hamilton and Hattie Arthur 
show o�  their meals which earned 
them their Hostess Badge at Shiskine 
Brownies. B48twe03

The Douglas Hotel, owned by Ravi Khoslam, could be demolished to make 
way for Arran Festival Theatre, according to a feasibility study into a suitable 
theatre site. B48twe05
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sunday - 12.30pm - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash tennis courts/putting green Open all day
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 26th November
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over-21s disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception 9.30am - 12 noon
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Santa Sparkle Lamlash green from 12noon
Lamlash Christmas tree lighting Front Green, Lamlash, 5pm
Glenisle Christmas tree spectacular Glenisle, Lamlash, 6pm
Live music – The George Lindsay Blues band The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 27th November
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’ Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Taigi & Oigong Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music – The George Lindsay Blues Band The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
 Monday  28th November
Over-50s badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lochranza Distillery, 12noon - 12.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Arran Active, Brodick, 4pm - 4.30pm

Tuesday 29th November
Pop quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran run coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Open cricket session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Garden walk Brodick Castle, 2pm - 3pm
Metafi t Arran High School, 6pm
Scottish country dance Brodick, Church Hall, 7.30pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Whiting Bay Drama Club Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 30th November
Rock and pop bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm

Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives and Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Drift Inn quiz Lamlash, 9pm 
Mixed hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery & Nattery Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Winter warmers snacks Lochranza Field Centre, 11am - 2pm
Bus pass club meal The PHT, 12 noon - 2.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall, 4pm - 4.45pm
Coffee morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am - 12noon

Thursday 1st December
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Ladies hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Front Green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Tennis senior club night Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, 5.30pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club Whiting Bay Hall, 2pm

Friday 2nd December
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Factory tours Arran Aromatics, 11am - 3pm
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Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Classifi eds

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Sailing Times

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Trade Classifi eds

SELF STORAGE

For details call: 
01294 463793

Can be seen on Arran

Orkney Strikeliner
16.5 with trailer and 25hp 

Yamaha outboard

UNDER £50
Bandsaw blades, various 
sizes Tel: 01770 600238
Wooden rocking chair vgc 
£35 ono, 2 wind/rain cowls 
for Suzuki SX4 £15, 2 heavy 
duty hammocks in bag nev-
er been used £30, large 
framed painting of heritage 
museum and gardens offers 
Tel: 07769755247

 OVER £50
6kw electric boiler, 9kw 
Mira thermostatic show-
er, shower tray Tel: 
07826469149

Properties

TO LET
No1 Prospect Hill Cottage Lamlash

Sleeps 2 people
£350 per month plus utilities

AVAILABLE NOW
No pets

Call Terry on 700628
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Public Notices

Recruitment

TENDERS FOR THE SUPPLY OF TRANSPORT SERVICES

North Ayrshire Council invites tenders for the Supply of Transport Service (Taxi/Private 
Hire) via the Public Contracts Scotland (PCS) advertising portal. This requirement will 
be advertised 25 November 2016 and contracts will commence 29 June 2017 for 
1, 2 and 3 years with an option to extend by 1 year. 
Please register with PCS to access the tender www.publiccontractscotland.gov.uk. 
Should any tenderer have queries they should contact North Ayrshire Council via the 
messaging function within the PCS portal. 
The contract will include adhoc hires, longer term contracts and particular 
geographical areas where we do not currently have sufficient providers to meet the 
needs of service users. 
If you require assistance completing the documentation, a number of sessions will be 
held at The Harbour Arts Centre, 114-116 Harbour Street, Irvine, KA12 8PZ. 
There will be a session on 28 November 2016 on the Information Sharing, Exchange 
and Processing Agreement from 10am until 12.30pm and a further one on 
29 November 2016 from 1pm to 3.30pm. 
There will be 2 further training sessions to assist with the completion of the European 
Single Procurement Document (ESPD) Scotland on the 8 December from 10am to 
12.30pm and 1pm to 3.30pm. 
Tenderers (drivers and escorts where applicable) must be PVG checked for children and 
adults and must hold compliant vehicle documentation. Only fully compliant bids will 
be considered. 
Craig Hatton, Executive Director (Place) 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) 

ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 16.12.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

16/01003/PP; Site To North West Of Heather Cottage, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Installation of a 20 metre high lattice tower including telecommunications apparatus 
and ancillary equipment cabinets, including fenced compound 
and access track.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Social Care Worker (Permanent) | NAY02050 
37 hours | £21,341.97 - £23,369.94

Social Care Worker (Permanent) | (Four Posts)  
NAY02051 | 18.5 hours | £11.05 - £12.10 P/H

Senior Social Care Worker (Permanent) | NAY02047  
33.5 hours | £14 - 15.33 P/H

Senior Social Care Worker (Permanent) | (Two Posts)  
NAY02046 | 37 hours | £27,039.60 - £29,608.36

Closing date for all posts 28/11/2016 
Montrose House, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DA

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

An exciting opportunity for 
someone to take over a well 

established and popular catering 
business in Brodick.

Please apply to: 
Box number 221,  Arran Banner,  
Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ

ARRAN MEDICAL GROUP
has vacancies for

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS 
AND

MODERN APPRENTICE’S
We are looking for motivated and enthusiastic 
individuals to join the Arran Medical Group team. As an 
Administrative Assistant you will be required to work 
across all our sites but will be based mainly in Brodick, 
Lamlash and Whiting Bay surgeries.  
You should possess strong communication, 
interpersonal and organisational skills and be 
profi cient in the use of Microsoft Offi ce packages. The 
successful candidates will also be required to become 
profi cient in using our specialist software systems for 
which training will be provided. 
We are also looking for two modern apprentices; one 
to work in our Receptions in Brodick and Lamlash and 
one to work in our Dispensary in Shiskine. 
As a modern apprentice you will be given the 
opportunity to learn on the job and complete an NVQ 
qualifi cation. You will need to be between 16-24yrs and 
willing to learn. This is a great opportunity to develop a 
career in the practice and could lead to a career path 
in the NHS.
Hours Administrative Assistants: 26 hours as either a 
full time post or job share or part time hours dependant 
on candidates
Hours Modern Apprentice: 24 hours per week

For informal enquiries/application pack, 
please telephone 01770 600516.

Closing date for formal applications 5pm Friday 
9th December 2016 to be sent to: 

Jenni Turnbull, Arran Medical Group, Lamlash, 
Isle of Arran. KA27 8NS.

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Recreations Assistant

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Beauty Therapists

Kitchen Porter

Housekeeping Assistant

Reservations 

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Benefits include family leisure club membership 
worth up to £800 and other discounts within 

the resort.  

Maintenance Engineer
Auchrannie Resort are looking to 

recruit an experience Maintenance 
Engineer with clear M&E background.

We are also looking for someone with 
painting and decorating experience to 

further enhance our team.

An excellent package is available for 
the right person including Leisure Club 

membership and a variety of resort 
discounts.

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or 
contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

REQUIRE EXPERIENCED JOINERS.

Email enquiries to:  
info@neilyoungjoineryandbuilding.co.uk
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CHURCH NOTICES

21STBIRTHDAY

HAPPY 21ST 
JAKE

DEATHS

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 27th November
Holy Communion 11am.

 Mrs Janis Gallagher.
 Coffee after service. 

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
Thursday 1st December

 at 7.00 pm,
 in the Free Church, Shiskine 

(NB. Children assemble to 
make Christingles at 6.30)

Offering to Save the Children.
ALL WELCOME – 

ESPECIALLY CHILDREN!

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson 
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 27th November   
Come to Church Services
Lochranza and Pirnmill 

Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Come to Church and Bible 

Sunday Service. 
Corrie Church, 11.30am 

Prayer Meeting,
12noon Come to Church 

Sunday Service. 
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005)  

Sunday 27th November
 Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod,
 Reader of the Church of

Scotland, at 10.30am. 
All welcome. Tea and coffee 
will be served in the Transept 

after the service.
The Church Christmas Card, 

to be sent to all members, will 
be available to be signed, and 

all proceeds will go to the 
Glasgow City Mission

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 27th November
Rev Dr Ian MacLeod

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 27th November
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 27th November
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 27th November 

Service 11am
at Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and Coffee after

the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm

 Home Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in

 ORMIDALE PAVILION
 (due to renovations at church)
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

IN MEMORIAM

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday November 13, 
gents 12-hole medal and 
Winter Cup, par 42, CSS 
42. 
 Fifteen played in damp 
conditions. 1 Class (0-7), 1 
and scratch Billy Paton 47-
3=44 BIH, 2 Donald Lo-
gan 50-6=44. 2 Class (8-
16), 1 Phil Betley 52-8=44, 
2 Quintin Oliver 55-10=45. 
Magic twos, Allan Napier. 
Congratulations Billy.

Thursday November 17, 
ladies 12-hole medal, six 
played, par 44, CSS 45. 1 
and scratch Liz Kerr 55-
9=46, 2 Esther Henderson 
65-16=49. Congratulations 
Liz.

Saturday November 19, 
Alan C Bannatyne Memo-
rial Quaich and Lochranza 
match. Thirteen gents took 
part in the wet conditions. 

Allan Napier won the 
sweep with 26 points. 
Nearest the pins, 4th Bri-
an Sherwood and 10th Jack 

Bridge results
The latest results of the Ar-
ran Bridge Club are as fol-
lows: aggregate competition 
at Brodick on Novem-
ber 10. N/S 1 Jean Barclay 
and Elizabeth McKellar, 
2 Alison Bilsland and Bren-
da Livingstone, 3 Jan and 
John Beattie. E/W 1 Tricia 
Martin and Douglas Ham-
ilton, 2 Irene and Craig 
McMillan, 3 Anne McK-
elvie and Janie Maclure.
Match Points at Lamlash 
on Monday November 14. 
1 Tricia Martin and Da-
vid Campbell, 2 Jennifer 
McArthur and Jean Barclay, 
3= Jan and John Beattie, 
3=Margaret and Douglas 
Bruce, 3= Alison Bilsland 
and Eendy McNiven.
Match Points at Brodick on 
Thusday November 17. 1 
Tricia Martin and Douglas 
Hamilton, 2 Mike Scully 
and Gill Clark, 3 Jean Bar-
clay and Elizabeth McKel-
lar.

Aggregate competition 
held at Lamlash on Novem-
ber 21: N/S 1 Jan and John 
Beattie, 2 Tricia Martin and 
David Campbell, 3 Doug 
Chase and Jennifer Wales. 
E/W 1 Janie Maclure and 
Anne McKelvie, 2 Marga-
ret McGill and Elizabeth 
McKellar, 3 Jean Barclay 
and Jennifer McArthur.

Gator and Joe Faulkner with the Jim Allison trophy 
at Shiskine. Photo: Colin Allison

McNally. Magic twos, B 
Sherwood, A Napier and 
Gator. A Napier, G Andrew, 
B Sherwood and Gator 
fought it out at the domi-
noes and Brian Sherwood 
wins the quaich, well done.

Sunday November 20, 
Missionaries v Natives. 
Nearly 30 gents played 
in fi ne conditions. Joe 
Faulkner, who was the cap-
tain of the Missionaries, 
was delighted to get one 
over on Natives’ captain 
Gator to hoist the Jim Al-
lison trophy.  Nearest the 
pins, 4th Colin Rutterford, 
10th Colin Allison, 12th D 
K Henderson.

Fixtures: ladies game 
every Thursday at 10am. 
Saturday November 26, 
gents 18-hole medal, noon 
tee off. Sunday November 
27,  Ryder Cup gents, 1pm 
shotgun start.

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday November 20, 
Lamlash vs Whiting Bay 
at Lamlash, Lamlash won 
21/2: 11/2.

Stableford competition, 
1  Serge El Adm 37pts, 2 
Jamie MacPherson 35pts 
BIH, 3 Ian Bremner 35pts. 
Scratch Danny Head 29 pts. 
Magic twos, Tom Paterson.

Fixtures: Sunday No-
vember 27, winter stable-
ford, 9.30am and 12.30pm. 
Thursday December 1, yel-
low medal, 11am.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday November 20, 
Winter Cup, stableford. 
Alistair Hume (11) 39 pts, 
Bob McCrae (8) 36 pts, 
Iain Sillars (14) 35 pts. 
Fixture: Sunday November 
27, Clochendichter sweep, 
draws 9am and noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday November 15, 

Lochranza Hotel Cup. CSS 
63. 1 C Laing 40 pts, 2 P 
Betley 36pts, 3 R Betley 
32pts. Magic twos, R Bet-
ley.

Fixture: Tuesday Novem-
ber 29, Winter Cup at noon.

Arran Golfers’ Association 
Up and coming: Sunday 
December 4, winter league/
Duncan Trophy 2016/2017, 
second round at Shiskine 
Golf Club. Draw: Shiskine 
v Corrie 8.30am, Lam-
lash v Machrie 9.20am, 
Brodick v Whiting Bay 
11.50am.                                                            

Love Dad, Grandma Jan, John, Lee & Derek xx

MACKENZIE
In loving memory of James 
- died 28th November 2004

12 years have passed but he is loved 
and remembered every day

Mum, Donald, John and families

CAMPBELL - DONALD - 
Peacefully at Adams House 
Care Home, Elderslie on 
Sunday, 13th November 2016.  
Donald, beloved husband of 
the late Emily, much loved dad 
of Dawn and Gary and a dearly 
loved grand-dad.  Funeral 
Service to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited, will be held at St. 
Molios Church, Shiskine on 
Wednesday, 30th November 
commencing at 11.30am, 
thereafter to Shiskine 
Cemetery.  A collection in lieu 
of fl owers will be taken on the 
day for Adams House Care 
Home, Elderslie.
LAMONT - KENNY - Died 
peacefully at Arran War Me-
morial Hospital on Tuesday, 
15th November 2016. Funer-
al service will take place at 
Holmsford Bridge Crematori-
um, Dreghorn at 1pm on Mon-
day, 28th November.
SMITH - CHRISTOPHER 
J Y - Peacefully at Montrose 
House on 17th November 
2016. Formerly of Auchrannie 
Hotel. Beloved husband of the 
late Cath, loving father of Ruth 
and Stacey and much loved 
grandfather of Elaine and Stuart. 
Funeral service took place at 
Masonhill Crematorium, Ayr, 
on 24th November.
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Lamlash campus pupils enjoy a game of volleyball in the well-equipped hall. 

Lamlash campus shortlisted 
for another sporting award

Pupils enjoy mountain biking as one of the many 
extra-curricular activities available to them. 

Lamlash Primary pupils celebrate with their sportscotland gold award.
Photos: Sportscotland

Active Schools co-ordinator Archie McNicol and 
young ambassadors Eilidh Macpherson and Ross 
Dobson with the NAC sports award. 

The Lamlash school cam-
pus is in the running for an-
other top sports award.

Following the success of 
being awarded a sports- 

scotland gold award and 
the North Ayrshire Coun-
cil community sport award, 
Lamlash Primary and Ar-
ran High School is now a 
finalist in the Sunday Mail 
and sportscotland Scottish 
sports awards.

They are one of three con-
tenders for the school sports 
award at the ceremony, 
which takes place in Glas-
gow on Thursday Decem-
ber 1. They face opposition 
from Netherlee Primary on 
the south side of Glasgow 
and Strose of Lima Primary  
in Ruchazie.

The awards recognise ex-
cellence throughout Scot-
tish sports by awarding 
sportsmen, women and 
teams for their outstanding 
achievements throughout 
the year, including the pres-
tigious Scottish sports per-
sonality of the year.

The Lamlash campus has 
been recognised for an in-
crease in the number of pu-
pils competing and per-
forming, locally and in 
inter-school competitions 
on the mainland.  Offering 
swimming, netball, athlet-
ics, aquathlon, table tennis, 
basketball, hockey, rugby, 
football and cross-country, 
the campus also participates 
in residential sporting activ-
ities such as mountain-bik-

ing and skiing where the 
school has supported stu-
dents to compete across 
Scotland with some of these 
excursions involving over-
night stays. 

Stewart Harris, chief ex-
ecutive of sportscotland, 
said: ‘As a sportscotland 
gold-rated school, I am  
delighted that Arran High 
School and Lamlash Pri-
mary School have been se-
lected as finalists for this 
award. Everybody at the 
schools on Arran should 
be proud of their efforts in 
making sport available and 
accessible to all.’

Barry Fleeting, sportscot-
land partnership manag-
er for North Ayrshire, said: 
‘Arran High School and 
Lamlash Primary are great 
examples of schools putting 
young people at the heart 
of decision making. Both 
schools show an exception-
al commitment to ensuring 
that the young people from 
Arran receive such a wide 
range of opportunities to 
get involved in sport both in 
school and the community. 

‘The committed staff, 
young leaders and volun-
teers from across the com-
munity make great use of 
the natural environment, 
providing pupils with 
unique experiences. In par-
ticular, Mr Smith, Mrs Hen-
derson and Active Schools 
co-ordinator Archie Mc-
Nicol play a pivotal role in 
ensuring the opportunities 
young people get on Arran 
are the envy of those on the 
mainland.’

Barry Fleeting of sportscotland speaking to Lamlash Primary pupils during his recent visit to present the 
campus with their gold award.
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 Nationwide Delivery • Local Installers 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Starting
from £299 

Arran Ladies stay at top
after another good win 

GHK Ladies 4s 1
Arran Ladies 5

Arrran Ladies hockey team 
remain undefeated after 
another good win against 
GHK in Glasgow last Sun-
day. They sit top of the West 
District Women’s Hockey 
League Division 4 with 24 
points thanks to eight wins 
on the spin.

At the weekend, GHK 
opted to play with 11 fi eld 
players, which meant that 
they took the fi eld without a 
padded-up goalkeeper. 

The fi rst half started well 
for Arran and they were 
ahead after just seven min-
utes when left wing play-
er Lorraine Hewie scored 
from a pass by Helen Thom-
son from the right wing. 

Lorraine was on target 
again after 22 minutes with 
a lifted shot into the goal 
making it 2-0 to the visi-
tors and that was how it re-

Right: Judith Ross
 runs towards an

 open goal as GHK
 struggle to get back. 

mained until half-time.
Arran started the sec-

ond half the way they had 
ended the fi rst, with Helen 
Thomson scoring after just 
six minutes. Left midfi elder
Susie Murchie saw an open-
ing and fi red a rocket shot 
across the pitch to Helen on 
the edge of the circle who 
fi nished with an unstoppa-
ble shot.

Hat-trick
Lorraine then got her hat-

trick when she caught the 
ball off the rebound from 
a defensive player to score 
and Anne Watts took the 
opportunity of a running 
break to score Arran’s fi fth 
goal.

With the game in its dying 
stages, it looked like Arran 
were going to keep a clean 
sheet, but GHK spoiled that 
with a consolation goal in 
the fi nal minute.

Bethany Tetlow played in 

goals for Arran and Alison 
Henderson played with the 
team for the fi rst time. Paul-
ine Reid umpired the game 
on behalf of Arran.

Anne Watts was nomi-
nated man of the match by 
GHK and Elyse Aitken was 
voted dame of the game by 
her team-mates.

The team wish to thank 
the supporters on the side-
lines who gave them great 
encouragement.

Arran Ladies will be play-
ing two matches this week-
end. They play Rottenrow 
Bluesox 2s at the Glas-
gow National Hockey Cen-
tre today (Saturday) with a 
pass back time of 1.30pm. 
Tomorrow (Sunday) they 
are at home against West-
ern Wildcats 3s with a pass 
back time of 11.45am at the 
Ormidale Astroturf and a 
good support would be ap-
preciated.

Above: Faith McKelvie 
thwarts a GHK attack. 

Faith McKelvie plays the ball out of defence. Abbie McKelvie on the attack.
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