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Wait for it

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon watches intently as the 
ferry is launched. 

The new ferry which will 
serve Arran slides slowly
into the water as the MV 
Glen Sannox is launched in 
a fanfare on the Clyde this 
week.

But it won’t be in the wa-
ter long. The £48.5 million 
ship faces months in dry 
dock as the bulbous bow 
will have to be refabricated 

The MV Glen Sannox is launched on the Clyde. 01_B47front01

following a design fl aw and 
challenges over the innova-
tive dual fuel systems are 
overcome.

Delays
And it will be at least 15 

months before it will come 
into service on the Brod-
ick to Ardrossan route due 
to delays caused by the fact 
that it is the fi rst liquefi ed 
natural gas (LNG) passen-
ger ferry, not just for Scot-

land, but in the whole of 
the UK. As reported in last 
week’s Banner, the vessel 
will be at least six months 
late in being delivered from 
the Ferguson Marine Engi-
neering Ltd (FMEL) yard 
in Port Glasgow, where it 
is being built, and it is like-
ly to be the spring of 2019 
before it is in service.

The exact timetable for 
delivery will be decided by 

independent experts, it was 
confi rmed by Transport 
Minister Humza Yousaf at 
the launch on Tuesday.

Good practice
Mr Yousaf told the Banner: 

‘In line with good practice 
on other major infrastruc-
ture projects, a third par-
ty peer review will be un-
dertaken by one or more 
industry experts. This will 
explore whether any time 

can be recovered and seek a 
more specifi c delivery date 
for the MV Glen Sannox.’

Jim McColl, chief exec-
utive of Clyde Blowers, 
which owns FMEL, told the 
Banner: ‘While it has been 
signed off by the architects 
and Lloyds, the fi nal sign-
off is the MCA (Marine and 
Coastguard Agency). Once 
we know the all the proto-
cols for building an LNG 

vessel, it will be straight-
forward. It is because this is 
the fi rst that there has been 
a slight delay.’

However, all that was for-
gotten as hundreds packed 
the shipyard and thousands 
watched outside to see the 
latest launch on the Clyde 
conducted by First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon.
See full story on pages 
two and three.

Hundreds packed the shipyard 
and thousands watched outside 
to see launch of new Arran ferry

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk
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Brodick Castle 
opening delayed
Brodick Castle will not 
re-open until July next 
year, it has been re-
vealed.

Major fi re safety im-
provement works being 
carried out by the Emtec 
Group have slipped well 
behind schedule, mean-
ing that the planned reo-
pening date of March 29 
will not now be met.
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Arran whisky toasts the 
Glen Sannox on its way
They came out in their thousands on Tuesday 
to welcome a bright new dawn for shibuild-
ing on the Clyde, but someone forgot to tell 
the weather. So it was a very wet and dreich 
day for the launch of the  MV Glen Sannox 
at Port Glasgow.

And there were a few anxious faces after 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon hit the button 
to break the bottle on the bow ... and nothing 
happened. What may have only been a min-
ute or so seemed like an eternity before the 
ship slipped down the ramps into the water. 

The launch bottle was itself signifi cant as it 
was a  bottle of 10-year-old Arran single malt.

At least the launch ceremony party were 
under cover and, after hearing from Trans-
port Minister Humza Yousaf and Ferguson 
Marine’s Jim McColl, chief executive of 
Clyde Blowers, which owns the shipyard, 
the vessel’s blessing was conducted by the 
Rev Liz Geddes.

The First Minister poses with local children. 01_B47launch17
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The First Minister then spoke and formal-
ly launched the ship. Six-year-old Cassie 
Murphy presented fl owers to the First Min-
ister, who gave a gift to Colin Bain, the MV 
Glen Sannox’s captain. The First Minister 
then mingled with shipyard workers and lo-
cal children who were attending the launch.

The 102-metre roll-on, roll-off ferry is de-
signed to carry 127 cars or 16 HGVs or a 
combination of both and up to 1,000 passen-
gers. The vessel is due to be delivered in the 
winter of 2018/2019.

Signifi cant
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said: ‘Fergu-

son Marine Engineering Ltd (FMEL) makes 
a signifi cant contribution to the Scottish in-
dustrial sector and to the Inverclyde econo-
my. These state-of-the-art ferries are more 
sustainable, therefore contributing to Scot-
land’s world-leading climate change goals. 
They are also capable of carrying more vehi-
cles and benefi ting the communities that rely 
on them.’

Mr McColl said later: ‘The successful 

Children prepare to welcome the First Minister to the launch ceremony. 

A section of the MV Glen Sannox’s sister ship Hull 802. 
01_B47launch13

Transport Minister Humza Yousaf speaks at the launch ceremony. 

Tugs on standby as the ferry slips into the Clyde. 01_B47launch12
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Arran whisky toasts the 
Glen Sannox on its way

launch of the MV Glen Sannox marks an im-
portant milestone in Ferguson Marine’s jour-
ney to becoming a world-class shipyard. As 
this is the fi rst ferry in the UK capable of be-
ing run on liquefi ed natural gas (LNG) and 
marine gas oil, not only has this been an ex-
tremely exciting and ambitious project for 
both FMEL and CMAL, but it has been an 
extremely complex one as well.

‘FMEL and CMAL have worked closely to-
gether on the highly challenging engineering 
issues arising from the unique nature of the 
dual fuel ferry project. The experience and 
knowledge gained during this project will be 
of enormous benefi t to the competitiveness of 
Scottish shipbuilding in the future as technol-
ogy continues to develop to meet tightening 
clean energy legislation.’

Kevin Hobbs, chief executive of CMAL, 
said: ‘We welcome the launch of MV Glen 
Sannox, marking a major milestone in the 
construction of this highly innovative ves-
sel. The use of LNG in maritime transport is 
a sign of our ongoing commitment to explor-

ing new fuel technologies for ferries, as well 
as a wider commitment to innovation in Scot-
land and consideration for the environmental 
impact of transport.’

Robbie Drummond, Caledonian Mac-
Brayne’s service delivery director, added: 
‘The launch of any vessel is an exciting time 
in its construction and we are pleased to see 
the fi rst of the new ships being built at Port 
Glasgow reach this important milestone. As 
the end-customer for the MV Glen Sannox, 
we are looking forward to welcoming her to 
our fl eet in due course.’

Under construction
The MV Glen Sannox is the fi rst of two 

LNG ferries being built as part of a £97 mil-
lion contract on behalf of Caledonian Mari-
time Assets Limited (CMAL). The second 
LNG vessel, Hull 802, which has yet to be 
named, is currently under construction at Fer-
guson’s yard. It is earmarked for the Skye Tri-
angle route of Tarbert, Lochmaddy and Uig.
� Photographs by Hugh Boag and 
Mark Gibson.

Workers have 
a tough job 

knocking away 
the blocks holding 

the ship in place. 
01_B47launch04

The bulbous bow is 
clearly seen which 
will have to be 
refabricated. 

The MV Glen Sannox enters the water. 01_B47launch10

Tugs on standby as the ferry slips into the Clyde. 01_B47launch12
Transport Minister Humza Yousaf chats to shipyard 
workers. 01_B47launch14



for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.theaspa.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

relax at the
ASPA

For those looking to unwind, our skilled
therapists are on hand to provide relaxing

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of face and body
treatments using the finest products from

ESPA and ISHGA.

open daily from
9am for a range of
face and body
treatments

treat 
yourself to a 
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Protected site 
is damaged 
near Torrylinn
Signifi cant damage has 
been caused to a beach on 
Arran by the large-scale 
unauthorised extraction of 
shingle from the foreshore.

The discovery has been 
made by Scottish Natu-
ral Heritage during a mon-
itoring survey on the Site 
of Special Scientifi c Inter-
est (SSSI) at Torrylinnwater 
Foot on the south coast.

Peter Kelly of SNH said: 
‘The disturbance caused 
by this extraction has re-
moved some sensitive are-
as of habitat, including the 

The extraction of large amounts of shingle has left bare 
sand exposed in places near Torylinnwater.  

Damage to the shingle beach is evident, with heavy 
vehicle tracks across the shoreline. 

only known site on Arran 
for oysterplant, a national-
ly scarce plant. The shingle 
beach also provides high-
ly effective natural fl ood 
defence and its removal 
greatly increases the risk of 
coastal fl ooding and erosion 
to farmland along the coast.’

New survey
A report published three 

years ago, and reported 
at the time in the Banner, 
found the vegetated shingle 
beaches at Catacol Bay and 
Torrylinnwater Foot were in 
good condition. However, 

the new survey notes a sig-
nifi cant and substantial in-
crease in the scale of dam-
aging activities since the 
2014 report.

Vegetated shingle coast-
lines are a distinctive fea-
ture on Arran and, along 
with scattered sites in Scot-
land and north west Europe, 
Japan and New Zealand, are 
only found in a few places 
worldwide.

They support a variety of 
plants and animals, many of 
which are highly specialised 
to adapt to tolerate the harsh 
coastal conditions. Typical 

plants can include sea kale 
and lichens and, as found 
at Torrylinnwater Foot, rare 
oysterplants.

Mr Kelly added: ‘We have 
written to local landown-
ers to make them aware 
of the issue, but we would 
also like to raise aware-
ness with the general pub-
lic as this area is frequent-
ly used by walkers and we 
hope that greater awareness 
of the site’s protection and 
the damage being caused 
will help to discourage 
any further unauthorised ex-
traction.’

Injured stalker 
is rescued
A man who sustained a 
leg injury while out stalk-
ing was rescued by the Ar-
ran Mountain Rescue Team 
(ARMT) last Friday.

The team were called out 
at around 3pm following 
the injury to the man in the 
Laggan area. 

Thankfully a couple of 
the team members were 
with the party and provid-
ed an accurate grid refer-
ence enabling team mem-
bers in their Argocat to 
reach the casualty swiftly 
with fi rst aid equipment. 

Have your say on council’s budget
Anyone who has ever wanted to have a 
say on how the council spends its budget 
is being given the chance to do just that 
this year.

As part of preparations for setting the 
2018/19 Budget, the North Ayrshire Coun-
cil will be holding extensive budget en-
gagement. This will include the launch of 
an online Budget Challenge which ena-
bles residents of North Ayrshire to set their 
own ‘virtual budget’.

By taking the Budget Challenge, resi-
dents can decide how they would allocate 
money to each service. It gives residents 
the chance to allocate money to each ser-
vice and see the consequences of this in 
real time.

The tool has launched online this week 

and will be available to access through the 
council website at www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk/budgetchallenge

Council Leader Joe Cullinane said: ‘The 
online budget challenge will allow people 
right across North Ayrshire to have their 
say by setting out what they believe should 
be our priorities in their own budget.

Feedback
‘Residents can also use the comments 

section at the end to submit their own ide-
as, their views on local government fund-
ing in general or to simply provide feed-
back on the budget challenge tool.

Members of the public who do not have 
access to the internet at home can access 
online facilities at local libraries, includ-
ing the Arran Library in Brodick.
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Lottery funding boost 
for Glen Estate residents

The Glen Estate sheltered housing complex in Brodick. 01_B47glen01

Elderly residents on the is-
land are to benefi t from a 
major funding boost for a 
tenants’ association.

Glen Estate Tenants’ As-
sociation in Brodick has 
been awarded £10,000 by 
the National Lottery Awards 
for All to carry out a pro-
gramme of courses and en-
tertainment aimed primar-
ily at older members of the 
community.

The funding boost will be 
used for a series of events 
for a year-long programme 
of ‘laughter and learning’ at 
Glen Estate sheltered hous-
ing.

Future plans are to contin-
ue the afternoon concert se-
ries, interspersed by talks 
and fi lms about life on Ar-
ran. The afternoon concerts, 
which take place on a Thurs-
day afternoon, have been in-
credibly popular with resi-
dents and visitors, and have 
included a variety of local 
musicians – an activity that 
can now continue with the 
availability of funding.  

There will also be a lan-

guage programme called 
Lingo Flamingo, a fun and 
educational activity which 
through mental stimulation 
is known to help combat de-
mentia.

Gardening classes appro-
priate to the new landscap-
ing at Glen Estate will also 
be introduced. The current 
building works, which has 
created direct access from 
the common room to the 
outside area, will allow for 
the classes as well as resi-
dents being able to enjoy the 
garden and the newly creat-
ed patio.

An illustrated talk on de-
signing and planting a sen-
sory garden by gardener 
Colin Totty started the pro-
ceedings on Wednesday and 
the garden will now be built 
in memory of Betty Cover 
around the new seating area 
with wheelchair and disa-
bled access. 

At the centre of the gar-
den will be a sundial which 
was gifted to Glen Estate in 
memory of Jeni Faulkner by 
family and friends. In addi-

tion to these events the asso-
ciation also wishes to con-
tinue Tai Chi lessons with an 
experienced teacher along 
with Alison Keir’s popular 
falls prevention class.

A spokeswoman for the as-
sociation said: ‘We would 
like to thank the Nation-
al Lottery Award for All for 
this valuable funding which 
will go towards entertain-
ment and activities for the 
elderly living at Glen Estate 
and the surrounding com-
munity. 

‘The funding will go a long 
way in ensuring that resi-
dents are involved in com-
munity activities so that 
they can enjoy taking part 
in a wide variety of inter-
ests which are benefi cial for 
physical and mental well-
being.’

The National Lottery 
Awards for All provides 
small grants and funding 
for charities and constitut-
ed groups towards projects 
that bring people togeth-
er and build strong relation-
ships in and across commu-
nities. Particularly keen to 
assist smaller organisations, 
the National Lottery Awards 
for All will provide from 
£300 to £10,000 for organ-
isations that meet their cri-
teria by improving the plac-
es and spaces that matter to 
communities.

Arran community council meets
The next meeting of the Arran community council will 
take place on Tuesday November 28 at 6pm at the Or-
midale Pavilion in Brodick.

This will be the last monthly meeting of 2017. The 
meetings are open to the public who can have a voice 
through the chairman, but cannot vote.
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Octopus Centre is new COAST home
The COAST team and their supporters outside their new headquarters. 01_B47coast01

The Community of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST) has moved into its new home in 
Lamlash.

The environmental charity spent this 
week moving all its furniture and posses-
sions into the Old Pavilion which will, in-
itially, be its new headquarters.

The former tennis court pavilion will be 
transformed it into a marine learning and 
activity hub in the coming months, when 
funds become available. That will be fol-
lowed by the building of a new marine 
discovery centre, which has been sched-
uled for 2022.

Since December last year, more than 100 

talented volunteers have been helping to 
renovate this new community hub, to be 
called the Octopus Centre.

More than £80,000 has been raised and 
invested locally to make better use of the 
interior, improve disabled access and in-
stall a low-carbon heating system and so-
lar panels. Two multi-purpose rooms will 
be used for displays, events, workshops 
and a glass extension at the front will be 
a marine tourism and heritage informa-
tion point where new COAST merchan-
dise will be sold.

Arran’s marine learning and activity hub 
is expected to open early next summer.

Seas around Arran are not for sale
More than 160 residents 
have signed a petition de-
manding: ‘No more sewage 
and toxic waste from salmon 
cages in our seas.’

That is the resounding mes-
sage from the people from 13 
island villages who attended 
one of the six public meet-
ings held by the Commu-
nity of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST) to discuss and ex-
plore the community’s opin-
ions on the Scottish Salmon 
Company’s (SSC) proposal 
to double the production of 
salmon in the waters of Lam-
lash Bay. There is also con-
siderable alarm about the 
company’s interest in set-
ting up salmon cages in the 
‘wider Arran area’.

Over the past two months 
COAST has held six public 
meetings starting in Brod-
ick and going on to Kil-
donan, Whiting Bay, Black-
waterfoot and Lochranza 
before fi nishing in Lamlash 
last week.

COAST director Paul 
Chandler said: ‘Every week 
newspapers  are exposing the 
environmental impacts and 
diseases caused by the con-
troversial salmon farming in-
dustry on Scotland’s precious 
west coast. Just this past year 
they have thrown away 10 
million salmon, and their use 
of sea lice pesticides, toxic to 
shellfi sh, soared by 1,000 per 
cent. The SSC farms in Loch 
Fyne are the “liciest” in the 
West Highlands.

‘This is why there are high 
expectations from the com-
munity that North Ayrshire 
Council (NAC) will refuse 
planning permission for an 
expansion,’ he added.

COAST has called for the 
public to ask Councillor Tom 
Marshall, chairman of NAC 
planning committee, and 
James Miller, head of NAC 
planning, to choose to ‘invite 
and consider public com-
ments to inform the scoping 
opinion and each step of the 

planning process/environ-
mental impact assessment’.

At the meetings, many is-
landers said they are deter-
mined to stop this unwel-
come development in their 
waters and will be writing 
to and meeting politicians to 
make sure they are well in-
formed. Patricia Gibson MP 
and Kenneth Gibson MSP 
have both expressed their 
opposition to the proposed 
expansion.

Sustainable economy
So why were people at the 

meetings so opposed to the 
development? First, they 
agreed that Arran wants a 
sustainable economy and 
that they should not allow in-
dustry to ‘kill Arran’s gold-
en goose – the environment’. 
Others said:  ‘We want a 
beautiful, clean, unpolluted 
sea for locals and tourists to 
enjoy’; the Arran brand is a 
‘clean, quality’ brand. The 
island should ‘encourage 
small-scale organic aquacul-

MUSIC ARRAN
MUSIC FOR A WINTER’S EVENING
A Musical Treat to Brighten the Dark Days of Winter

FRIDAY 1ST DECEMBER 7.30PM
IN THE COMMUNITY THEATRE AT 

ARRAN HIGH SCHOOL
Tickets £10 incl Refreshments

(students & children plus one acompaning adult free)
Tickets on door, or advance booking:

Inspertations of Arran & www.arranevents.com
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Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 9th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

John and Jane 
Smith, Oban

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum

COAST director Paul Chandler
addresses the meeting in Lamlash. 
01_B47� sh01

Seas around Arran are not for sale
ture’ – ie, oysters or scallops.  
Many attendees also sug-
gested closed containment 
systems, on land, should re-
place open net cages.

Secondly, there are deep 
concerns about the risk that 
salmon sewage, organic and 
chemical, poses to our health 
and to our protected wildlife. 
‘Why isn’t SEPA testing wa-
ter quality?’ was a question 
that kept coming up. Vil-
lagers want to know if their 
children jumping off the pier, 
swimmers and kayakers are 
safe. The air blown inland 
may also be polluted with 
‘neurotoxins used to deal 
with salmon sea lice which 
can affect human’s respir-
atory system and eyes’ as 
well as impacting bees and 
other land-based wildlife.

‘We have no longitudinal 
studies on crabs, lobsters 
or shellfi sh within a mile of 
a fi sh farm. I fear that only 
when we fi nd neurotoxins 
in the fi sh on the table will 

there be action on this,’ was 
one comment. There are also 
concerns about animal wel-
fare and unregulated wrasse 
fi sheries.          

Thirdly, participants could 
not understand how the same 
Scottish Government that 
recognised in 2016 how spe-
cial Arran’s waters and sea-
beds were – by enforcing a 
Marine Protected Area with 
seagrass meadows and maerl 
beds – is now considering al-
lowing 1,000 tons of salmon 
sewage, including toxic 
chemicals, to go into Lam-
lash Bay untreated. Many 
participants were of the opin-
ion that ‘they should close 
open water salmon cages in 
Arran’s waters unless they 
can demonstrate that the tox-
ic effects on the environment 
will be prevented’.

A spokeswoman for 
COAST said: ‘Arran’s com-
munity has been called po-
tentially worse to deal with 
than a “vipers’ nest” by the 

SSC’s environmental offi cer,  
Dr Rebecca Dean, because 
of its opposition to salmon 
farming. The lack of consul-
tation, the company’s poor 
environmental performance 
and no access to information 
about their operations and 
impact locally all aggravate 
the situation. The communi-
ty does not trust the company 
or the government and has a 
clear message – “Arran’s 
seas are not for sale”.’

A spokesman for the Scot-
tish Salmon Company said: 
‘As part of our strategy 
of sustainable development, 
we continually review our 
sites. Our farm at Lamlash 
has been in operation for 
about 30 years, supporting 
the community and provid-
ing sustainable employment 
for the local area. There are 
strict government rules re-
garding planning applica-
tions to which we adhere and 
consultation is an important 
part of this process.’

The well attended meeting in Lamlash 
church hall. 01_B47� sh02
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Editorial

Thought for the week
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Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
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Colin Smeeton
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Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Oban, 
PA34 4 HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Readers give 
very mixed views 
of new ferry 
terminal
The exclusive Arran Ban-
ner photos inside the new 
Brodick ferry terminal cer-
tainly got our readers talk-
ing this week. Many took 
to social media to express 
their opinions and a really 
mixed bag of views was the 
result. Here we reprint just 
some of the comments ex-
pressed.

That’s a lo-o-ong walk.

At least it is fl at. The 
gangplank is steep and 
awkward at times!

It’s only fl at at the moment 
because it’s not being used. 
It is designed to go up and 
down with the tide. So at 
low tide, you’ll be going 
uphill getting off the ferry!

Please, stop complain-
ing about something that 
hasn’t been tried yet. 
Let’s try it out fi rst. We 
can’t change the building 
or walkway. If it doesn’t 
work, then it will be time 
to look for solutions.

You’re getting a brand new 
ferry, new offi ce and an en-
closed tunnel so you don’t 
even get wet in bad weath-
er ... get a grip people.

This does absolutely no 
pride to Arran. Looks 
exactly like thousands 
of airports all over the 
world. And it seems total-
ly ill conceived from the 
outside. The technical de-
signer (no real architect 
would have designed this 
obscenity) was probably 
blind.

Can’t believe people are 
moaning about the length 
of the walkway,would then 

rather stand outside in wind 
and rain as they have to at 
the moment! As for Ardros-
san it isn’t that bad.

I still want to know how 
people with mobili-
ty problems are to get to 
the ferry that is a very 
long walk along the glass 
walkway. Nobody from 
CalMac has answered my 
question.

The problem is it’s a lot fur-
ther to walk than now and a 
lot of people who can just 
about manage to walk on 
the ferry now won’t man-
age the distance of the new 
walkway. A lot more peo-
ple are going to need assis-
tance.

Knowing CalMac I’m 
sure that there will be a 
solution for people with 
mobility problems as the 
staff have always looked 
after anyone needing 
help. I can’t understand 
why some people would 
think that would change.

This looks very similar to 
the one at Oban ferry ter-
minal. It’s actually nice and 
at least passengers will be 
sheltered from bad weath-
er etc getting on/off the 
ferry. The length of the new 
walkway is roughly the 
same distance from the old 
ferry terminal building to 
the old gangway, I would 
imagine?

If I was a foot passenger, 
I’d be offering randomers 
a few quid to get a lift off 
the boat just to avoid that 
tunnel. It’ll be painfully 
slow. Unless maybe they 
divide it in two and desig-
nate a slow lane.

If my memory serves me 
right it really doesn’t look 
any longer that the old rail-
way tunnel at Ardrossan 
before they updated things 
there back in the day and 

I don’t hear anyone com-
plaining about how long it 
takes people to walk to the 
railway line from the ferry 
at Ardrossan.

Looks like an airport de-
parture lounge and walk-
way! If its wide enough 
have a wee buggy to ferry 
the people that will have 
diffi culty get on and off.

I hope the bus times will 
be altered to refl ect the in-
creased disembarkation 
times, especially when 
stuck behind drunk golfers 
coming off the 7am ferry

Not opening yet because 
it’s not fi nished yet! 
Workmen still all over it!

Apparently the lift needs 
fi xed and they need to add 
more bits for the boat to be 
tied up too ... just what I’ve 
heard not sure how true 
though.

There’s been a company 
installing extra bollards 
there last week. They 
didn’t have enough to tie 
up to overnight.

Cold and impersonal not 
what Arran is all about

With all that space avail-
able I still fail to see why 
they couldn’t have put an 
escalator in.

Could do with being a bit 
more cold and uncomforta-
ble looking?

Is it wide enough for peo-
ple getting off to pass 
those boarding?

How long will it take to get 
folk off and on the ferry. 
Think the present 20 min-
utes turn around is going to 
be a tad ambitious.

I can not see a simple item 
of betterness to what we 
have. Instead of molest-

ing the Brodick side, the 
government should better 
have rectifi ed Ardrossan. 
Our side is still fi t for an-
other decade when the py-
lons would have been re-
inforced.

Feel sorry for my dad and 
many others who can’t 
walk long distances look-
ing at that corridor.

A lot of islanders are go-
ing to be stranded at 
home as they can’t make 
the journey, also people 
with claustrophobia or 
likes of my mum trying to 
carry a bag and stick that 
distance ... and then there 
are stairs too. Only think-
ing of people with cars.

I don’t think I could make 
that walk either as I’m 
struggling to walk with my 
aches n pains and dodgy 
knees and back ... it’s ridic-
ulous.

I saw it was I was up in 
August but looking from 
that point of view it looks 
so much longer. What a 
shame, all that money and 
not a lot of thought for the 
locals.

I’m sure (like an airport) 
there will be staff on hand 
to assist people along the 
walk way.

They have a similar, if 
not longer, walkway for 
the Stena Line ferries at 
Cairnryan and Belfast. 
Staff assist those with 
mobility issues and I be-
lieve, like an airport, they 
will have wheelchairs and 
stuff to use. In this day 
and age these things will 
not get approval without 
consideration.

Would it have cost that 
much to incorporate a trav-
elator on the walkway?

Looks very basic.

‘Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch can-
not bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in me.’ 
(John 15:4)

Fish farm fury
The residents of Arran have 
certainly made their feel-
ings clear about the pro-
posed expansion of the fi sh 
farm in Lamlash Bay.

They have turned out in 
droves at six meetings held 
around the island by the 
Community of Arran Sea-
bed Trust (COAST) to tell 
the Scottish Salmon Com-
pany that the seas around 
the island are not for sale.

The meetings show that 
support for this position is 
not just in Lamlash, where 
the most impact is felt, but 
in Brodick, Whiting Bay, 
Kildonan, Blackwaterfoot 
and Lochranza.

The company itself says 
it considers consultation an 
important part of the plan-
ning process but that is not 
helped by offi cials of the 
company calling the Ar-
ran community potential-
ly worse to deal with than 
a ‘vipers’ nest’.

If the Arran people have 
genuine concerns, which 
they have expressed again 
and again at these meet-
ings, then they deserve to 
be addressed. 

Similarly, the submis-
sions of COAST must be 
taken into account when 
the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) 
and planning offi cials con-
sider the present applica-
tion which would almost 
double the size of the exist-
ing fi sh farm.

This situation is not going 
away any time soon, and it 
is vital that the voice of the 
people is heard.
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Mary bids a fond 
farewell to Arran
Members of the Arran farming com-
munity gathered in the Brodick Bar re-
cently to say a fond farewell to indus-
try supplier Mary McGinn, who has 
retired.

Mary, of Agricultural Central Trading 
(ACT), was well-known on the island 
having 38 uninterrupted years of serv-
ing Ayrshire and Arran. She is thought 
to have been the fi rst female farm rep-
resentative in Scotland, if not the whole 
of the UK.

Those present were representative of 
those who subscribed on the island. 
They gave her a handbag and a cash gift 
gathered from a number of her custom-
ers. She also entertained the guests with 
an album of old photos of good times 
in the past mostly after ACT meetings.

Mary told the gathering: ‘Thank you 
for all the support over the years and I 
was so touched and appreciate all the 
kindness and generosity over the years. 
We will meet again.’ Mary with members of the Arran farming community who attended her retiral lunch. 01_B46farm01

Honesty box
is stolen from
tennis courts
Police are appealing for in-
formation in relation to a 
recent theft from Lamlash 
community tennis courts.  

On the afternoon of Sun-
day November 12 the hon-
esty box was cut from the 
fence and removed along 
with a large quantity of ten-
nis balls from within the 
premises.  

Any information con-
cerning the theft would be 
gratefully received by po-
lice on Arran, who can be 
contacted by calling 101, 
quoting reference number 
UA05041107, or by calling 
to Lamlash offi ce and ask-
ing for PC Kerry Russell.

The tennis courts are 
presently being run by the 
Community of Arran Sea-
bed Trust (COAST) who 
moved into the Old Pavil-
ion this week, see page 6.

Local residents are also 
urged to take care with their 
home security and can con-
tact police for advice in re-
lation to this.
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Provost launches Civic 
Pride Awards
Nominations are now open 
for the 2018 Civic Pride 
Awards – and Provost Ian 
Clarkson says he cannot 
wait to hear the amazing 
stories and achievements of 
this year’s entrants.

The countdown to the 
event is now offi cially un-
der way and it promises to 
be another memorable and 
life-affi rming occasion. 
Taking place at The Portal 
in Irvine on Friday March 
16, 2018, the awards will 
yet again celebrate and rec-
ognise North Ayrshire’s lo-
cal heroes with an evening 
they will never forget.

The provost said the event 
is a major highlight in his 
calendar. 

He said: ‘Last year was Provost Ian Clarkson.

my very fi rst Civic Pride 
Awards as provost and it 
was an unbelievable expe-
rience.

‘To be able to host such 
an event is an honour and 
privilege. The very heart of 
the awards is that they rec-
ognise the amazing work 
and achievements of the 
people of North Ayrshire. 

‘I was very moved and 
humbled last year at the 
selfl essness, dedication and 
commitment shown by so 
many people, whose efforts 
might otherwise have gone 
unrecognised.

‘So this is a chance for 
us to ensure that those 
people in our community 
who make a difference get 
the acclaim they deserve. 

That’s why the Civic Pride 
Awards are important – it 
gives us all a chance to say 
a huge thank you and well 
done.’

Over the coming weeks 
members of the public 
will be asked to nominate 
the inspirational individu-
als and groups they believe 
are deserving of one of 
the fi ve awards. The fi nal-
ists will then be chosen by 
the provost’s judging pan-
el and invited to the chari-
ty gala dinner at The Portal, 
the fi rst time the new facili-
ty has hosted the event.

And you can nominate 
your Civic Pride hero now 
– the nomination process is 
open and members of the 
public can put forward their 

local champions, active 
community groups, consid-
erate young citizens, aspir-
ing sports athletes, talented 
artists and dedicated vol-
unteers for one or more of 
the following awards: com-
munity group, citizen of the 
year, young citizen of the 
year (under 25 years), arts 
and culture and sports.

Local businesses and or-
ganisations who wish to 
book a table or donate a 
prize for the raffl e – or lend 
their support in any other 
way – should contact the 
council’s corporate com-
munications team on 01294 
324137.

The closing date for nom-
inations is noon on Thurs-
day January 25.

HALF PRICE 1 YEAR SUBSCRIPTION 

Get your news as it happens 7-days-a-week for only £12.50 for a whole year, 
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O� er must end on 30th November - don’t miss out

go to www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscriptions and sign up before it is too late

STRICTLY LIMITED AVAILABILITY
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Christmas is coming faster 
than you think. With Decem-
ber around the corner it really 
is time to start making all your 
preparations.

On Arran shops and business-
es are gearing up for the festive 
frenzy.

Christmas decorations are go-
ing up, windows dressed and 
supplies being brought in.

So you can be sure that what-
ever you are looking for will be 
available on the island, without 
the need to go any further.
Christmas really gets into 
gear with the annual Shop Ar-
ran celebration, where the is-
land shops join together to 
host a weekend of Christmas 
shopping deals, discounts and 
events, will once again take 
place in the fi rst weekend of 
December.

During Shop Arran weekend, 
from Friday December 1 to 
Sunday December 3, shoppers 
can take advantage of all of the 

special offers and promotions 
from participating stores. With 
many of the establishments of-
fering discounts of 10 per cent 
or more, others will also offer 
additional incentives and all of 
them will offer festive cheer 
and a warm welcome. 

In previous years visitors 
have been treated to mulled 
wine and tasty treats along 
with mystery surprises and 
giveaways and this year will 
be no different.   

In addition to the bargains up 
for grabs, three winners who 
have their Shop Arran cards 
stamped by six participating 
stores, can enter to be in line to 
win a fantastic luxury hamper 
fi lled with Arran produce, treats 
and pampering products.

So if you are looking to 
pick up a few special items 
or starting your Christ-
mas shopping, Shop Ar-
ran weekend is the per-
fect time to do it.

on Arran
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Arran Graphics is the store 
in Brodick to pick up your 
Arran inspired gifts with 
an Arran theme. From their 
popular clothing line, in-
cluding the ubiquitous 
Goatfell Conqueror tee 
shirt, to Arran games, can-
dles, cushions and collect-
ables, its all there at their 
new store in Cladach.   

Arran Aromatics - Our 
unspoiled island home is 
our heart and our inspira-
tion. the breathtaking land-
scapes, wild herbs and 
fl owers and pure water fuel 
our creativity and passion 
for beautiful things, beauti-
fully made. We’re delight-
ed to offer 15 per cent of 
full price products during 
the Shop Arran weekend. 
Join us to discover our new 
Starry Night range while 

picking up great gifts and 
perfect presents.

Anne Hume Jewellery 
uses hand forging tech-
niques to create organ-
ic looking and beauti-
ful forms in silver. Enjoy 
a glass of mulled wine or 
prosecco while you browse 
her products during the 
Shop Arran weekend. With 
prices starting at £25 and 
10 per cent off usual pric-
es, her shop can be found 
eight minutes from the 
centre of Brodick. Follow 
the Shop Arran sign beside 
the Primary School to fi nd 
unique and special hand 
crafted jewellery.

 
Arran Ceramics - Si-

mon Thorborn, the world 
renowned potter, will be 
offering 10 per cent off 

his hand made ceramics, 
stoneware and Raku prod-
ucts in store. And as a spe-
cial bonus anyone taking 
part in the Paint your own 
pot will also receive a free 
mug.

At Home Farm there are 
some tasty treats on offer 
at the Isle of Arran Cheese 
Company during the Shop 
Arran weekend. Ham-
pers bursting with cheese, 
oatcakes and chocolates 
are its speciality and they 
make the perfect gift for 
all ages. As well as its own 
Arran blue, Camembert 
and Brie, made in Black-
waterfoot, and a range of 
fl avour cheeses, the shop 
also stocks and extensive 
range of farmhouse chees-
es that make a perfect ad-
dition to any festive ta-
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Wish all our customers 
a Merry Christmas & a 
prosperous New Year.

Shop home deliveries available 
please call or ask in store.  

Thanks for shopping local.

SHOP OPENING TIMES - Tel 860220
23RD 08:30 – 17:30     24TH 10:00 – 17:00

25TH, 26TH CLOSED
27TH-30TH 08:30-17:30

31ST 10:00-17:00     1ST,2ND CLOSED

GARAGE OPENING TIMES - Tel 860277
23RD 09:00 – 17:00,

24TH,25TH,26TH CLOSED.
27TH,28TH,29TH 08:30 – 17:30

30TH 09:00-17:00     31ST,1ST,2ND CLOSED.



Starters 
�erusalem Ar�choke Soup with seared Scallop & Truffle Oil. 

Free range Chicken & Black Pudding Terrine with homemade Spiced Beetroot  
Chutney & Toasted Brioche. 

Handpicked White Crab Meat bound in Mayonnaise, Green Apple & Chives.  
Polenta & Goats Cheese Stack with Roasted Squash, Caramelised Shallot, Baby  

Spinach & aged Balsamic dressing. 

Mains 
Persian Pilaf & Roasted Root Loaf with Honeyed Pomegranate & Harissa Sauce. 

Individual Christmas Pie filled with Leeks, Wild Mushrooms, Puy Len�ls &  
Chestnuts served with seasonal veg & roast potatoes. 
Free range Turkey with all the seasonal trimmings. 

Slow Roasted Beef Brisket with a classic Bourguignon Sauce, Rosemary scented  
Yorkshire Pudding, creamy horseradish mash & root vegetables. 

Pan Fried Seabass Fillet with Crab & Chilli Riso�o, Rocket with a Roast Vine  
Tomato & Red Pepper Dressing. 

Oven Roasted Halibut with Wild Mushrooms & Thyme Bu�er, Roast �ew  
Potatoes, Baby Spinach & Leeks. 

Desserts 
Bi�er Chocolate & Orange Torte with Satsuma Sorbet. 

Xmas Pudding with Brandy Sauce. 
Poached Pear in mulled wine with Vanilla Rice Pudding & Chan�lly Cream. 

Classic Crème Caramel with Ice Cream & Fresh Berries. 

Cheese pla�er of locally selected cheeses, fruit & relish. 

Christmas Menu available throughout December 
One Course: £15, Two Course: £20,  

Three Course: £25 
Party nights: Fridays including disco 

Saturdays including live band  
 

Other func�ons can be tailor made, 
 please contact our restaurant manager. 

 

Christmas Day ‐ open from 11am for drinks  
& fes�ve treats.  Christmas meal served from  
12‐4pm pre‐bookings only £65 per head. 

 

Hogmanay Hoot with the George Lindsay Band 
One course meal £18.50 Two course £25 Three course £30 

�arly bird si�ng 10� discount 5‐6pm    
Limited capacity, early booking recommended. 

        
0 1 7 7 0  6 0 0 4 1 8         w w w.t h e p h t . c o . u k  

ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 25 November, 2017 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 13Feature

ble. No Christmas dinner 
would be compklete with-
out a delicious selection 
of cheeses made here on 
the island. Pop in during 
the Shop Arran weekend 
where there will be a free 
cheese - worth £4- with 
every £20 spent.

The Harbour Shop 
in Blackwaterfoot has 
everything you will need 
for Christmas. They stock 
Christmas cards, gift 
wrap, toiletry gift sets, 
gift vouchers, gift baskets, 
chocolates, handmade tab-
let, macaroon and short-
bread and much more. 
Why not visit them this 
Shop Arran weekend for 
10 per cent off when you 
spend over £20 on Christ-
mas gifts. 

Belle’s Boutique has 
clothing for all shapes and 
sizes, tastes and styles. 
With many products com-
parable to, or excess stock, 
from high street stores, 
the quality is exceptional 
and without the high street 
prices. There are many bar-
gains to be had from socks, 
underwear to shoes and 
nightwear for all the fam-
ily. As an added bonus for 
every £15 spent you will 
get a free pair of Christmas 
socks, spend over 330 and 
get 10 per cent off. 

Angela Elliot-Walker’s 
shepherd hut art studio, 
while cosy, is brimming 
full of original artwork in 
her distinctive and sought 
after style. There are orig-
inals, prints (framed, 
tubed or mounted) along 

with smaller items such as 
placemats and coasters. If 
you cant get to the studio 
her products are also sold 
at the Arran Art Gallery, 
Arran Active, Auchran-
nie and the Distillery. Gift 
vouchers are also availa-
ble. To visit the studio con-
tinue past Brodick Bar and 
take your fi rst right, then 
follow the signs. 

At the Lochranza Field 
Study and Activity Cen-
tre on Saturday December 
2, between 11 am and 3pm 
there will be a wide selec-
tion of craft, food, home-
ware stalls and interesting 
items from across the is-
land, many with a Christ-
mas theme. A visit to the 
Lochranza Centre is al-
ways worthwhile - to see 
the exciting and education-

al activities - but over the 
Shop Arran weekend the 
market is sure to entice es-
pecially with the hot mince 
pies with cream, tea, coffee 
and snacks on offer.    

Charisma Lane Coffee 
and Crafts is home to a host 
of local Arran crafters and 
artist’s work. It is also the 
home of tasty snacks and 
nibbles along with quali-
ty coffee. This quaint com-
bination is a winning for-
mula along with vintage, 
innovative and charming 
handmade gifts and spe-
cial little craft items that 
you will fall in love with. 
Plus there is 10 per cent off 
everything in store over the 
Shop Arran Weekend. 

If it is houseware, hard-
ware or DIY items that you 
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are looking for then the 
only place to go is Home-
styles tucked away at In-
vercloy in Brodick. Sur-
prisingly large the shop 
extends right to the back 
of the property and hous-
es a phenomenally varied 
stock. Not only will you be 
surprised at the wide range 
of goods on offer but also 
at the many unexpected lit-
tle treasures that you will 
fi nd among the shelves that 
stock everything that you 
could need to keep you 
home, garden, pets and ga-
rage in good shape. 

Janelle’s in Lamlash 
is the rebranded Curtain 
House but other than the 
name change the quali-
ty, quirky and well chosen 
products are of exactly the 
same charm and charac-
ter that they always were. 

Janelle’s has many styl-
ish ideas to help create a 
home that is beautiful and 
practical. There are deco-
rative accessories, sump-
tuous cushions and lots of 
fabulous and usual Christ-
mas gifts, many with a sea-
side twist, which have just 
arrived in store to kick start 
your festive cheer.  

Chameleon Ladies’ Bou-
tique in Lamlash is ready 
for Christmas! Outfi ts 
available for festive oc-
casions.  Cosy scarves, 
snoods, hats and gloves 
for winter.  Complimen-
tary scarf gift box when 
you buy from the FRAAS 
brand and in true Chame-
leon style, lots of beauti-
ful colours from London’s 
Red Cuckoo bags and No-
dova jewellery from Ec-
uador.  Stocking fi llers 

and Gift Vouchers availa-
ble. There really is some-
thing for everyone! For 
Shop Arran, they are offer-
ing a complimentary scarf 
or pair of earrings when 
you spend £50 or more. 
Chameleon will be open 
over the Shop Arran week-
end; 10.30am to 5pm Fri-
day and Saturday, 12pm to 
4pm on Sunday.

For Shop Arran weekend  
the Old Byre Visitor Cen-
tre in Machrie will be of-
fering 10 per cent off your 
shopping in the Old Byre 
Showroom, some ready-
made gift bags if you’re 
struggling for inspira-
tion and plenty of festive 
treats. What about a new 
piece of knitwear or leath-
er handbag for the lady in 
your life or for the man a 
new wallet, slippers or box 
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 SANTA’S SPARKLE              FESTIVE SEASON
 FRIDAY 24th LIVE MUSIC Enjoy a delicious meal with 
 “Shindig” 7.30pm your family or colleauges!
 SATURDAY 25th Pop in and collect a festive menu
 Lunch & Pizza to go  12.30-3pm or visit our website to view it at
 Restaurant 5-8.30pm www.lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

Join us at the Sparkle for Beat the Goalie
 Cupcake decorating, Princess Hair & Nails             Pipe in the Bells this New Year
 Story Telling with Mrs Claus in our cosy, friendly bar

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
TEL 01770 600844    www.lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

Seasons Greetings From

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

2018 CALENDAR

The ideal gift...

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

of socks? There is love-
ly colourful kids cloth-
ing and of course beau-
tiful wool throws and 
sheepskin rugs. If you’re 
looking for something 
particularly Christmassy 
there are Rudolph purs-
es, Christmas pudding 
hats and Christmas sheep 
socks.

 
After your shopping en-

joy some delicious food 
in Café Thyme where 
there will be live mu-
sic over lunchtime with 
some young local talent. 
Enjoy teas, coffees, home 
baking, warming soups or 
for something more sub-
stantial choose from one 
of their 14 signature pid-
es, a Machrie lamb kofte 

kebab or wild boar 
and apple burger. 
All tastes are ca-
tered for including 
gluten free, vege-
tarian and vegan. 
Open 10am to 
5pm, lunches from 
noon to 3pm.

 
If you can’t 

make it to 
Machrie pop into 
the Byre at Brod-
ick where there 
will also be 10 
per cent off 
your shopping 
and great deals 
throughout the 
weekend.

The girls at Red Door 
have been busy getting 

the shop in tip top or-
der in preparation for 

The perfect way to spend 
a winters’ day…
incredible winter offers from the 
Isle of Arran Distillery
6th November to 22nd December

Arran Malt 
Tutored Tastings
(with free courtesy pick-up 
and return from/to Brodick!)

Book a Tutored Tasting in our 
new Dramming Room, where you 
will enjoy and experience 4 Arran 
Malt Drams. Includes a £5 dis-
count voucher for any single malt 
purchased in the shop over £30.

When booking, please tell us if 
you would like to book your space on the Distillery mini-bus, 
picking up in Brodick at 11.15am and dropping back at 4pm. 

LIMITED SEATS, PLEASE BOOK EARLY

JUST

£15
INC. FREE 

COURTESY 

BUS

FREE wee Mince Pie with a hot 
drink in CASKS CAFÉ BAR
An excellent place to relax and 
enjoy a light lunch or snack, teas, 
coffees, homemade cakes and a 
free wee seasonal mince pie with 
your hot drink. 

Our popular ‘Flights’ of whisky are 
also an excellent way of getting to 
know our range of single malts.

FREE Distillery Tours
Our fantastic distillery tours 
(normally £8) are led by our 
entertaining, informative tour 
guides who are renowned for 
giving some of the best tours in 
the industry. includes a welcome 
dram of 14 year-old and a taste of 
the Arran Gold Cream Liqueur. 
ALL FOR FREE THIS WINTER!

DISTILLERY VISITOR CENTRE OPENING HOURS
10am - 4pm 7 days a week 
(6th Nov - 31st Dec 2017 / 3rd Feb - 2nd March 2018)
10am - 5.30pm 7 days a week 
(3rd March 2018 - 4th November 2018)
Tours and Tutored tastings open to over 18’s only

That’s a top quality day out - call us on 01770 830264 to book



CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

Monday 4th, Friday 22nd & 
Saturday 9th

Open Midday until 4.30pm

KILMORY HALLKILMORY HALLKILMORY HALLKILMORY HALL

Come and join us for our 
annual Christmas lights switch on

Switch on at Kilmory Public hall, on 
Sunday 10th December  from 4.30pm.

Licensed indoor Christmas market. Bratwurst sausages
Slow cooked hot chocolate(dairy free available) Nuttella

Colourful fire pit for marshmallow roasting
Carol singing & brass band. Bunkhouse open night.

For more information please contact 
Kilmory hall on 870345
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the Shop Arran weekend. 
As ever Red Door is jam 
packed full of gifts and 
goodies for the whole fam-
ily. For the ladies there are 
some beautiful scarves, 
gloves and gorgeous Earth 
Squared handbags, not 
to mention the luxurious 
pompom hats!

There is a fantastic new 
range of gents gifts - per-
fect for those hard-to-buy-
for men of the family! Lots 
of lovely and unusual toys 
for the younger members 
of the family! And a won-
derful selection of Christ-
mas decorations to get the 
house looking truly Christ-
massy! Pop in and see for 
yourself!

The award winning Isle 
of Arran Distillers Visi-
tor Centre will be offering 
a 10 per cent discount in 
the extensive gift shop dur-
ing the Shop Arran week-

end. the visitor centre shop 
stocks all Arran malt Whis-
kies and distillery bot-
tlings, along with other is-
land produce, gifts and 
souvenirs. A one stop shop 
for all your Christmas gift 
shopping.

The Boathouse has so 
much to offer that it is a 
one stop shop for all your 
children’s gifts this festive 
season. Stocking a range 
of items from simple nov-
elty toys to more advanced 
playsets that will keep your 
child entertained for hours, 
there is something fun for 
boys and girls of all ages. 

The Taste of Arran shop 
will also be offering a 10 
per cent discount over the 
Shop Arran weekend with 
some small restrictions on 
certain goods. As the name 
implies, they are stockists 
of Arran cheeses, Arran 
chutneys and jams, Woo-

lies oatcakes and biscuits, 
Arran tablet, black pud-
ding and haggis from The 
Arran Butcher. Also a large 
selection of pocket mon-
ey toys, Scottish souvenirs 
and Christmas decorations. 

Bunty’s is just how a con-
temporary Christmas ought 
to look and you are cer-
tain to fi nd plenty of gifts 
for friends and family. It is 
also perfect for Secret Santa 
gifts with great mugs, can-
dles and bath products as 
well as a large Cath Kidston 
range, to name but a few. 
Laura from Buntys imagina-
tively sources all her beauti-
ful gifts, offering a great se-
lection of home accessories, 
as well as hand painted fur-
niture which looks great in 
any home. From smaller 
items to beautiful accesso-
ries and larger pieces for the 
home, there is just so much 
on offer.  
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Jolly Molly continues to 
offer an extensive range of 
affordable gifts and has ex-
tended its range even fur-
ther to include jewellery, 
scarves, bags and other 
personal accessories that 
make ideal gifts. They 
have their usual exten-
sive selection of gorgeous 
Christmas decorations 
which are a great person-
al gift or stocking fi ller. 
Also lots of other lovely 
homeware to brighten your 
home during the festive pe-
riod. In addition they stock 
a number of exclusive Ar-
ran products including tea 
towells, bags, jigsaws and 
much more that can make 
ideal gifts for those that are 
not lucky enough to live on 
the island. Pop in and en-
joy a glass of bubbly while 
you shop.

Arran Active is a one-
stop shop for all your fam-

ily gifts and for the Shop 
Arran weekend we are of-
fering ten per cent all pur-
chases over £30.

The huge range of stock 
includes outdoor foot-
wear and clothing with 
numerous brands such as 
Rab, Jack Wolfskin, Par-
amo, Scarpa and Keela. 
The children’s depart-
ment boasts a great range 
of colourful wellies and 
waterproofs including all-
in-ones and some super 
quality wooden toys. 

Another corner of the 
shop is devoted to ladies 
fashion much of which is 
by the popular fairtrade 
brand Nomads. As well as 
running attire and bike hel-
mets, there are numerous 
books on the outdoors plus 
maps and gadgets such as 
multi-tools, crampons and 
headtorches. Upstairs there 
is art to buy – current-
ly photographic prints and 

landscape paintings of Ar-
ran. 

Looking for small-
er stocking fi llers? How 
about a fairtrade gift, hand-
made jewellery or gin and 
whisky miniatures? Come 
in for a browse for the per-
fect present!

Arran - Sense of Scotland 
say: ‘On a crisp winter’s 
night, our island home 
lies beneath a sky em-
bellished with glis-
tening stars; an 
unspoiled space 
fi lled with 
possibility.’

S t a r r y 
Night – 
Gifts from 
£8 to £35, 
and a Free 
Soap Set, 
worth £12.50, 
when you spend 
£45. Visit the Home 
Farm, Brodick, to see 

the full collection of Star-
ry Night gifts, or create 
your own bespoke gift 
with the new luxury 
boxes.

Johnston’s Ma-
rine Stores is 
not just for 
sai lors 
a n d 



18 Feature ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 25 November, 2017
arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

fi shermen, they have a wonderful se-
lection of classic nautical sweaters and 
marine quality waterproofs. There are 
also loads of maritime themed gifts in-
cluding fi sh shaped cushions, mod-
el boats and brass ship’s clocks. You 
would expect nautical books, but 
among them is a growing section 
of out-of print and diffi cult to ob-
tain Arran  books.

Castle Bay Studios are offering a 
10% discount during the Shop Ar-
ran weekend. The shops sell beauti-
ful and unusual sterling silver jewel-
lery, fashion jewellery, gifts and prints.
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All set for Santa’s Sparkle
Lamlash is all set for 
Santa’s Sparkle this 
weekend.

The � nishing touches 
to all the preparations 
have been made for the 
Christmas extravaganza 
today (Saturday). The 
programme has now 
been � nalised and a 
whole host of activities 
for the young and the 
not so young will be 
available throughout 
the day.

The day kicks o�  with 
the arrival of Santa at 
the pier at noon fol-
lowed by the traditional 
parade along the main 
street with Santa atop 
the Mogabout.

An afternoon of music 
and entertainment 
kicks o�  with the Soul 
Choir and events spread 

Here are some of the programme highlights:
12noon:    Santa arrives at the pier and rides the Mogabout to the marquee.
12.30pm: The Soul Choir
1.30pm: Colour run at outdoor events area
2.45pm and 4pm: Author reading at Santa’s Grotto

Santa will be arriving on the Mogabout again this year. 01_B47santa01

across the marquee, 
Lamlash church hall and 
the outdoor events area, 
including the Christmas 
market.

This year will see the 
return of the colour run, 
so popular at last year’s 
event, together with a 
host of other activities 
to keep the children 
amused, including, of 
course, Santa’s grotto.

Events this year will 
conclude with the com-
munity Christmas tree 
lighting and � reworks 
at 6pm and a big � nale 
with the Taiko drummers 
performing.

There will be no ceilidh 
or disco this year, as in 
previous years, and the 
Banner apologies for 
suggesting otherwise in 
last week’s edition.

4pm: The George Lindsay Blues Band
5pm: Ra�  e draw
5.15pm:  Carols with the Arran Brass Band
6pm: Tree lighting and � reworks at Christmas tree, followed by Taiko drummers.
� Guest musicians will be performing at various locations throughout the day.

Arran farm wins innovation prize
An organic farm in Kildonan has been voted young 
social innovator in a national competition.

Woodside Arran is a community supported organic 
farm and delivery business, selling sustainable local 
produce to residents and businesses on the island.

The trophy win comes with a £5,000 prize which 
will help owners Jenny and Andy Macdonald expand 
their business. They recently launched the Veggie 
Van taking fresh fruit and vegetables direct to 
customers across the island, as highlighted by the 
Banner last month.

The Social Innovation competition, delivered by 
social enterprise agency Firstport, celebrates individ-
uals and start-up companies in Scotland using their 
creativity and imagination to solve pressing social 
issues, focusing on the themes of culture, heritage 
and tourism.

Woodside Arran director Jenny Macdonald was 
presented with her award by communities minister 
Angela Constance at a reception held by Social En-
terprise Scotland in the Scottish Parliament recently.

Josiah Lockhart, chief executive of Firstport, said: 
‘Scotland is renowned around the world as a country 
of inventions and innovators, from scienti� c break-
throughs to engineering masterpieces to cultural 
successes.’

Jenny said: ‘Winning the young social innovator 
award means so much to Woodside Arran. Not only 
will it help to support our expansion plans but it 
allows us to fast-track our plans to diversify, bringing 
more local food produce to the island sooner.’Jenny Macdonald receives her social innovation award from minister Angela Constance. 
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 December 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

194     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
A YEAR OF BIRLINN BOOKS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many languages have Alexander McCall Smith’s novels been translated into?

WIN 
 A £1,000 PERTH GIFT CARD

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Which four Perth city centre businesses currently sell The Perth Gift Card?

Would you like to win a £1,000 
Perth Gift Card to spend in Perth?

The Perth Gift Card can be 
used in a vast array of Perth’s best 
restaurants, independent shops, sa-
lons, attractions, venues and more.

If you’re the lucky winner 

you could be using your £1,000 
Perth Card to update your winter 
wardrobe, treat you or your loved 
ones to a series of delicious meals 
at many of Perth’s fi nest eateries, 
enjoy a series of wonderful local 
attractions and experiences... Or 

even take care of your Christmas 
shopping! 

Buy The Perth Gift Card online 
at theperthcard.co.uk or from the 
following Perth retailers: Byres & Co, 
Fun Junction Toy Shop, McCash’s 
Country Store and Tayberry Gallery.

£1,000 Perth Gift Card prize is valid for 12 months from issue date. No cash alternative to value of prize

For 25 years Birlinn Limited has 
been publishing essential books 
about Scotland, and books by Scot-
tish writers about the world. Each 
year we publish new works of histo-
ry, biography, literary fi ction, poetry, 
books for children and books about 
sport. Edinburgh-based, we are 
home to internationally bestselling 
author Alexander McCall Smith, 
whose novels delight readers 
around the world, and have been 
translated into 46 languages.

We also publish beautiful edi-
tions of classic books. To celebrate 

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru-
ary 2018, we will publish all 22 of 
her novels with new introductions 
by today’s leading writers. 

One lucky winner will receive a 

book each month for twelve 
months, starting in January 2018. 
Hardback, paperback, large and 
small, they are sure to be books 
to treasure.

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru- book each month for twelve 
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translated into 46 languages.

We also publish beautiful edi-
tions of classic books. To celebrate 

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru-
ary 2018, we will publish all 22 of 
her novels with new introductions 
by today’s leading writers. 

One lucky winner will receive a 

book each month for twelve 
months, starting in January 2018. 
Hardback, paperback, large and 
small, they are sure to be books 
to treasure.

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru- book each month for twelve 
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Music for a winter’s evening
An extra concert from 
Music Arran this season 
should brighten the dark 
days of winter. 

On Friday December 1 at 
7.30pm – please note, not 
Saturday – in the commu-
nity theatre in Lamlash, an 
international cast of musi-
cians will be performing a 
varied programme under 
the heading: Music for a 
Winter’s Evening.

Viola player Elisa Clegg. 

Pianist Gamal Khamis. 

Elisa Clegg is a celebrated 
viola player from the USA 
– she grew up in Wash-
ington State where she 
studied with the University 
of Puget Sound, Tacoma, 
and at Central Washington 
University in Seattle. She 
has travelled and per-
formed in a wide variety 
of musical styles, in pro-
fessional orchestras, rock 
bands and folk ensembles, 

both across America and in 
Europe, and currently lives 
in Hamburg, Germany, 
studying and sharing her 
music with the communi-
ty, especially the young.

Pianist Gamal Khamis is 
British and made his debut 
at the Wigmore Hall aged 
10. He took a degree in 
mathematics at Imperial 
College, London, before 
going on to study at the 

Royal College of Music. He 
has performed widely in 
Britain and at international 
events in Europe and 
North America, including 
concertos by Mozart, Bee-
thoven, Grieg, Fauré, Saint-
Saëns, Rachmanino� , 
Stravinsky and Finzi, He 
has also been the recipient 
of major prizes.

Another pianist, Joana 
Gama, is from Portugal, 
and studied in Braga, 
London and Lisbon, and 
is currently on the sta�  of 
the University of Minho, 
Braga. 

She has also studied 
ballet and has been 
involved in projects that 
associate music to dance. 
She is especially devoted 
to the music of the French 
composer Erik Satie, and 
has performed works by 
him in various European 
countries. Some pieces by 
him will be heard on the 
evening.

The two pianists are not 
going to play together, 
but both will contribute to 
the concert. Alice Maxwell, 
who was very helpful in 
getting this concert o�  the 
ground, will play the violin. 

She is local, from Lam-
lash, and is joined by two 
further island instrumen-
talists: David Simpkin on 

guitar and Jemma Totty, 
who will play the tambou-
rine in support of some 
items. 

Apart from Erik Satie, 
there will be pieces by 
Arvo Pärt, John Cage, Liszt 

and Brahms. Gipsy music 
and some audience partic-
ipation are also promised.

In conjunction with the 
event, the visiting musi-
cians hope to tour Arran’s 
schools in the preceding 
week, with Alice Maxwell 
and Gamal Khamis o� ering 
string music workshops 
in Lamlash church hall at 
10.15am and 1.15pm on 
Saturday December 2. For 
further details, contact 
Alice on 699329.

Tickets for the concert 
will be available on the 
door, but to be sure of a 
seat they can be bought in 
advance, online from Arran 
Events (www.arranevents.
com), or from Inspirations 
of Arran shop in Brodick. 
Children are admitted free, 
together with one accom-
panying adult.

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk
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Society hear that Namibia 
is a land of contrasts
The meeting of the Arran 
Natural History Society 
in the rangers centre at 
Brodick Country Park was 
an illustrated presentation 
entitled Namibia, land of 
contrasts, given by Jim 
Cassels.

Namibia in tropical 
south west Africa has an 
immense geographical 
variation and a range of 
habitats including thorn-
veld, woodland, plains, 
desert, coastal lagoons 
and mountains plus the 
spectacular Etosha Na-
tional Park – 22,000 square 
kilometres of wilderness 
teaming with wildlife like 
delicate antelope, rhinos, 
elephants, zebra and the 
big cats.

As the presentation on 
Thursday November 2 was 
given by the bird recorder 
for the Arran Natural 
History Society, there were 
quite a few birds, including 
some endemic to the area, 
in the presentation.

Jim described his trip 
to Namibia in 2012 with 
the Wild Insights tour 
company and described 
the wonderful variety of 
wildlife that they saw. Even 
driving from the airport to 
their � rst base they saw 
black-shouldered kite, 
pale chanting goshawks 
and rock kestrel sitting on 
wires, trees and telegraph 

An elephant and other animals gather at a watering hole. 

Burchell’s zebra are a southern sub-species of the 
plains zebra. 

Up close to white rhino. Photography: Angela Cassels

posts and a dazzling pair 
of lilac-breasted rollers 
added a splash of colour. 
They watched a troop of 
chacma baboons, oryx and 
warthogs, and an imma-
ture black-chested snake 
eagle � oated over.

The next day they were 
surprised to wake to 
icy temperatures, but it 
soon warmed up and at 
a lake they saw South 
African shelduck, red-
billed teal and Egyptian 
goose. Around the edges 
three-banded plovers 
were showing well. It was 
getting quite warm when 
they found several rock hy-
rax basking in the sun. Al-
together too brief was the 
view of two rockrunners 
which kept on the move, 
eventually disappearing 
into the long grass.

Each subsequent day 
brought new sights. 
Whiskered tern and 
red-breasted swallows 
cruised overhead. A 
distant group of vultures 
along with a tawny eagle. 
Red-billed quelea, two red 
bishops in their drabbest 
winter plumage. Mammals 
including oryx and impala 
and a sleeping black rhino 
in the shade of some small 
trees – an unusual sight in 
the day.

Then, in the Etosha 
National Park, there was a 

cheetah which suddenly 
materialised and was sit-
ting up in the long grass. 
It was soon apparent that 
there were two and they 
were looking active. The 
bus stopped alongside 
them providing beautiful 
views. They were both 
now on a mission and 
were scanning across to a 
herd of springbok which 
were making their way 
from a waterhole. The 
leading cheetah, like a 
coiled spring suddenly set 
o� , picking up immense 
speed. A foremost, lone 
springbok had been tar-
geted and the short chase 
went through long grass, 
the Cheetah not quite 
catching it – but it was 
close. Both cheetahs then 
seemed to lose the urge to 
hunt and sat or lay down, 
presumably gathering 
their reserves for the next 
attack.

On a subsequent day 
they walked up the 
massive granite out-crop 
to Paula’s Cave where 
there are good examples 
of some Bushman rock 
art which have been car-
bon-dated to 2,500 – 5,000 
years old. Gira� e and kudu 
are depicted in the paint-
ings along with pregnant 
women, hunters and mu-
sicians. In the meantime a 
very distant black-chested 
snake eagle was visible.

They then headed for 
the coast at Walvis Bay, 
and it was not long before 
they were spotting birds 
out on the sea – cape 
gannets cruising by and 
plunge-diving and a 
group of white chinned 
petrels in and out of the 
swell. Closer in, cape fur 
seals were enjoying the 
thrill of the breakers. From 
there it was on to the 
Namib desert and its very 
di� erent ecosystem, and 
eventually after fourteen 
days it was Johannesburg 
for the � ight home.

The fascinating talk was 
accompanied by won-
derful photographs that 
were much appreciated 
by the audience. The next 
meeting is on the Thurs-
day December 7, at 8pm 
when Aaron Young will 
be discussing the world of 
bees. Everyone is welcome 
to attend.           

Alan Bellamy
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Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                    Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                   Brodick, 10am- 4pm
Arran Brewery                                                       Mon-Sat 10am-5pm & Sun 12.30pm- 5pm
 

Saturday 25th November 
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am-11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am-noon
RNLI Christmas shop                                           Lifeboat Station, Lamlash, 10.30am-12.30pm
Santa Sparkle Christmas market                                                      Lamlash Green,10.30am-5pm
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am-1pm
Soup/sandwiches, Dr Graham’s homes                               Brodick Church Hall, noon to 2pm
Santa’s Sparkle events                                                     Main Stage, Lamlash Green,   noon-6pm
Women in Black                                                                                Coastal Way Start, Brodick, 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                    Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4-5pm
Live music – North Country Winters              Fiddler’s Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm-10.30pm
Live music – Mic Clark                                                                The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Live music – George Lindsay Blues Band                                                      The PHT, Lamlash,9pm
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 26th November
Festive fundraiser and all age singalong for Mary’s Meals         Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm-3.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  ,                                                                           Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – George Lindsay Blues Band                                       The PHT,Lamlash, 4pm
AA meeting                                                                          Brodick Church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm

Monday 27th November
Morning fi tness                                                                            Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am-10.30am
Citizens’ Advice                                                             Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9.30am-1.30pm
Arran Vets Surgery                                                                              9am-10.30am and 4pm-6pm
Arran Vets Reception                                                                                 9am-2pm and 4pm-6pm
Mature Movers                                                                               10.30-11.30, Brodick Church Hall
Over-50s badminton                                                                        Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Adult tennis                                                                       Shiskine Golf and Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                      Shiskine Church Hall 5:15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                      Ormidale Park, 6pm-7.30pm
Circuit training                                                                                         Auchrannie Gym, 6pm-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                 Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                       Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm-9pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                           Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwondo                                            Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7pm-8.30pm

Tuesday 28th November
Arran Vets surgery                                                                  9am-10.30am and 4pm-6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am - 2pm and 4pm-6pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                               NTS Ranger Centre, 10am-1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls                                                                                  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm-4.30pm
Every Tuesday – Metafi t Class                                                                       Arran High School, 6pm
Flow yoga,                                                                                                                  Corrie Hall, 6pm                
Pilates                                                                                                             Kilmory Hall, 6pm-7pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                            Arran High School, 6.30pm-9pm 
Auchrannie winter bowls                                                                                                 Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                               Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Rotary Club                                                          The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Scottish country dancing                                                                        Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Shindig                                      Fiddler’s Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm-10.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 29th November  
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm-6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                     9am- 2pm and 4pm-5pm
Yoga                                                                                           Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am-10.45am
Chair yoga                                                                                  St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service      10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm-4pm
Zumba Gold ,                                                                                          Brodick Hall, 4pm-5pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                                         Brodick Hall, 5.50pm-6.50pm
RUNclub – mixed ability                                                       Little Co-Op Car Park Brodick, 5.30pm www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Flow yoga                                                                                                    Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwondo                                  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm-8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm-9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo                    Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pmm, adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                        The PHT, 8.30pm
Rock an pop bingo                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 30th November
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness, Auchrannie gym                                                                                 9.30- 10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                         Brodick Church Hall 10:30am
Chair yoga                                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Music Matters                                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club                                                     Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Arran Churches Together, St Andrew’s Night all-age 
service followed by a ceilidh with Arranach Ceilidh Band                              Brodick Church, 6.30pm                                                                                  
Ladies’ hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm-8.00pm
Arran High School                                                   Arran Soul Choir, Lamlash, 7pm-8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                            Brodick Library, 7.30pm-9.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 1st December 
ShopArran                                                                                         Various shops around the island
Arran Vets surgery    9am-10.30am and 4pm-6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am-2pm and 4pm-6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                          Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am-10.45am
Coffee morning for charities                                                             Corrie and Sannox Hall,10.30am
Fiddlers’ Bar and Bistro - Shenanigans Fiddlers 8pm-10.30pm
Smart Recovery meeting                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Lochranza children’s badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall,6-8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                    Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm 
Tae Kwondo                                                    Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm-8.30pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz                                                                                                     Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Disco night                                                                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Saturday 2nd December
ShopArran                                                                                         Various shops around the island
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am-11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am-noon
RNLI Christmas shop                                           Lifeboat Station, Lamlash, 10.30am-12.30pm
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am-1 pm
ArCaS Christmas Fair                                                                               Brodick Hall, 11am-4pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – Will and The Wild Horse                                                          The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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End of an era
John and Jean Lammie retired as farmers 
of Monyquil at the head of Shiskine valley 
after 28 years this week.

John’s parents, George and Marion, 
came to Arran 71 years ago from Maybole, 
Ayrshire when his father took the post of 
dairyman at Clauchlands, Lamlash. Af-
ter six years they took on the tenancy of 
Monyquil on 28 November 1932. They 
had four sons and in 1966, one of them, 
John took over as farmer at Glenloig fol-
lowed in 1969 by the tenancy of Monyquil. 
In all these years it had been their family 
home where John and Jean raised their 
own son John and daughter Sheena. After 
many years as dairy farmers they changed 
with the times and latterly specialised in 
beef cattle and sheep.

When asked how farming had changed 
over the years, John said that mechani-
sation from horsepower to tractors com-
pletely changed farming. Meanwhile John 
and Jean will be sad to leave the family 
farm but look forward to a happy retire-
ment in their new home at Torbeg.

Affordable rooms
Arran may be on the point of having a 
Travelodge-style development in Brodick.

At a vacant site at Invercloy, trees have 
been cut down and ownership consolidat-
ed. Now Charles Fforde, under the name 
of Island Lodge Ltd, is putting forward 
plans for what the architect describes as a 
‘35-room visitor accommodation develop-
ment’.

The plans are in Lamlash and were sub-
mitted by Holmes Partnership, the same 
architects who were working on Charter 
Towers. The site at present is an eyesore 
and would benefi t from development, and 
the drawings of the buildings, while not in 
any way exceptional, are quite pleasant.

Mr Fforde said: ‘I am sure there will be 
resistance, it doesn’t matter what you do 
on Arran, there’s always resistance. The 
hotels may resist it but the places that pro-

Enjoying a special gastronomic evening celebrating the new season’s Beaujolais Nou-
veau at Brambles bistro are manager Jon Hill with wine waiter Alan Muir, waitress Donna 
Fleming and head chef David Smith. 01_B47twe01

vide food should be pleased. I think there 
is no harm in giving Arran some 21st-cen-
tury accommodation.’

Water worries
A delegation of Corrie people swelled the 
normally small numbers at the Arran com-
munity council meeting Tuesday.

They were there because three offi cers of 
West of Scotland Water were to be pres-
ent and they wanted to hear what they had 
to say about the proposed water treatment 
plant on the Goatfell path and perhaps 
even convince them that it was a bad idea 
– but the gentlemen were not for turning.

They did, however, outline the plans 
for both Corrie and Lochranza where the 
roadside treatment plant will be connected 
by pipes to Catacol and Pirnmill for wa-
ter purifi cation. Under questioning, it then 
emerged that the proposals had a lot to do 
with rapidly changing legislation on water 
purity from the EC and that West of Scot-
land Water would be breaking the law if it 
did not make sure the water was germ free.

Around 100 people turned up at Monyquil Farm last Tuesday to bid for everying from tractors to kitchen table and chairs after the 
owners retired. 01_B47twe04

Auctioneer Matt Stevenson with vendor John Lammie at the Monyquil displenishing sale 
near Shiskine. 01_B47twe03

Geo� rey Botterill, Assya Baumgartner and Fred Wood have been elected to the Tourist 
Board as representatives for Arran. 01_B47twe05
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

UNDER £50
Vienna 42inch ceiling fan 
and combined light. Lit-
tle used, full fi tting instruc-
tions. For details please call 
01770 600801.
Electric Sewing Machine - 
£20; New Cream Leather 
Double Headboard - £15; 
Zanussi built-in washing 
machine - £40; Creda Con-
denser Dryer - £35. Please 
telephone 01770 302178.
Hotpoint washing machine, 
old but in perfect work-
ing order. Any sensible of-
fer accepted.  Tel: 01770 
700388.

Top Quality Potatoes For 
Sale - Maris Piper, Kerrs 
Pinks and Golden Wonder. 
Tel 01770 820218.
Large dark wood dining 
room table with extending 
leaf .Buyer  to uplift. Dona-
tion to ArCaS. Tel: 01770 
600729. 

 OVER £50
Mobility Scooter £500 ono
For more information 
please call 01770 302178.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

Property

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED
6 months+ property rental required, 

Arran, preferably near Lamlash, from 
January 2018.
Please contact: 

karenacham@googlemail.com 
if you have availabilityor require more 

information.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am - 4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at 
The Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 15 December 2017. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)
17/01178/PP; High Whitefarland, Pirnmill, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Erection of replacement 
1 and 1/2 storey dwelling house.
17/01163/PP; Redwood, Shiskine, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Demolition of existing 
dwelling house and erection of new detached dwelling house.
17/01169/PP; Site To South East Of Thornhill, Kings Cross, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Erection of one and a half storey single dwelling and garage.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran Riding Club 
AGM 

Arran High School on 
Wednesday 29th November at 7pm. 

All Welcome

www.scottishfield.co.uk
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DENISE MINA 
PINE MARTENS:
GREAT SURVIVORS
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ISLE GARDEN
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MEDIEVAL BANQUET

COLD COMFORT – A top photographer’s journey 

through Scotland’s wild places in deep mid-Winter

Plus

HARRY BENSON 
The acclaimed photographer 

still belongs to Glasgow
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HARRY LAUDER
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Christmas gift guide 2525PAGES OF
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Captivate 
N E W  C O L L E C T I O N

Cascading water in Scotland’s burns erodes softer rocks leaving small 

granules of gold caught in crevices. Crafted to order for you.

Place your order now for Christmas!

01856 861 203 | sheilafleet.comORKNEY | EDINBURGH | GLASGOW | LOCH LOMOND
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CHURCH NOTICES

THANK YOUIN MEMORIAM

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson

 Parish Assistant: Mrs Jean 
Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the churches at the following 
times to which all are invited.

Sunday 26th. November 
Pirnmill, and Lochranza 

Churches Together - 10.15am, 
Morning Worship at Pirnmill
Shiskine Church - 12noon, 

Morning Worship
Brodick Church - 10.30am, 

Morning Worship.
Corrie Church - 11.30am, 
Prayer meeting. 12noon, 

Morning Worship.
There will also be a

Service of Worship in
Montrose House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) St

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 26th November 

(Christ the King) 
11am Holy Communion.
 Rev Simon Mackenzie, 

Priest-in-Charge.
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 26th November 
Morning Service 11am 

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate,Brodick 

Evening Service 6-30pm
5 Glen Road Brodick 

All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 26th November
Rev Lily McKinnon

Scottish Charity SC015072
Kilmory - 10 am,

 Lamlash - 11.30 am.
In Lamlash: Praise Service

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 26th November
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between
 Blackwaterfoot and Machrie)

Brodick 6pm 
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 26th November
Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod,
Reader of the Church of Scot-

land, at 10.30am.
Tea and coffee will be served 

in the Transept after the
service. 

The Church Christmas Card, 
to be sent to all members, will 
be available to be signed, and 

all proceeds will go to the 
Glasgow City Mission

All welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 26th November

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after the
service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 26th November
Sunday Mass 11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakes meet every Sunday 
at 11am

For meeting venue ring – 
830622 or 820223

Continued from page 28
water-logged, and was al-
most completed before 
heavy rain moved in.
 The captain, Mary Ad-
ams, who was not playing 
in the competition, had by 
far the best score, however 
the winner was Liz Sinclair 
who was presented with 
a lovely hand-turned pen, 
made in Arran, by Mary.

Men’s section: Thursday 
November, Yellow Med-
al, CSS 64, par 61. 1. Alan 
Colquoun 72-8=64, 2. Ian 
Bremner 72-7=65.

Magic twos Ian Bremner 
@16th and Stuart McLar-
en @7th.

Fixtures: Sunday Novem-
ber 26, Winter Stableford, 
9.30am and 12.30pm.

Thursday November 23, 

Margnaheglish – the 14th hole at Lamlash golf club.

Yellow Medal, ballot at 
11am.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
The prizegiving evening 
will now take place on Sat-
urday December 2. Please 
note the change of date.

Fixture: Sunday Novem-
ber 26, Yellow tees sweep. 
One draw at 10am. Last 
cards in by 3pm.

Lochranza Castle Golf 
Club
Fixture: Saturday Novem-
ber 25, The Alan Ban-
natyne Quaich at Shiskine 
Golf Club, ballot at 1.15pm 
for a 1.30pm shotgun start.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday November 18, 
125-year Invitational.

Teams representing all the 
golf clubs on Arran gath-
ered at Corrie Golf Club 
to play in a Texas scramble 
event to celebrate the 125 
years of golf at Corrie.

Competition was fi erce 
with only a couple of 

strokes separating all the 
teams. It was, however, the 
Brodick team who even-
tually prevailed to earn 
themselves complimentary 
membership of Corrie for 
the coming year.

The event was also an op-
portunity to formally thank 
recently retired greenkeep-
er Pablo Moran for his 26 
years of devoted service to 
the club by awarding him a 
lifetime honorary member-
ship. Many thanks to the 
Corrie Hotel for looking af-
ter everyone afterwards.

Fixtures: Saturday No-
vember 25, Winter 
Cup, ballots at 9am and 
12.30pm. Monday Novem-
ber 27, Monday Cup, ballot 
at noon.

Shiskine Golf Club
Ladies section: Thursday 
November 16, three club 
medal, 13 played, par 44, 
CSS 47 R/O. 1 and scratch: 
Jenni Turnbull 60-8=52, 2 
Elizabeth Kelso 64-11=53 
BIH, 3 Piet Johnston 65-

12=53. Fixture: Saturday 
November 25, Gents sec-
tion: Alan C Bannatyne 
Memorial Quaich and 
Lochranza Match, 1.30pm 
tee-off.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday November 14, 
Winter Cup. 1 D Brookens 
75-11=64, 2 W Kelso 74-
9=65, 3 B Sherwood 80-
14=66.
 Fixtures: Tuesday Novem-
ber 28, Winter Cup at noon.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday November 15, 
12-hole Stableford was 
won by R McCrae with 
26pts, well done Bob, 
again. There was one mag-
ic two by D Rudge.

Sunday November 19, 
Winter Cup, Stableford. 
10 played, NC. 1 Alistair 
Hume (11) 43pts, 2 Da-
vid Hendry (14) 41pts, Bill 
Donaldson (16) 40pts ACB.

Fixture: Sunday Novem-
ber 26, Winter Cup, 9am 
and noon.

Elaine would like to thank everybody 
for their good wishes, cards, fl owers, gifts 

and to the Mums who organised the 
surprise afternoon at the Auchrannie 

Resort which she was completely 
overwhelmed by and greatly appreciated.

MACKENZIE
In loving memory of James
died 28th November 2004

13 years have passed but he is loved 
and remembered every day

Mum, Donald, John and families

DEATH

GIBBS - Stephen 
Cokayne died at home 
Remembrance Sunday 
aged 88. Beloved husband 
of Lavinia and father of 
Emily, Jamie and William. 
A service of thanksgiving 
will be held at St Molios 
Church, Shiskine on 
Monday 27th November 
at 11.45am

MEMORIAL SERVICE

WALKER - Rosemary 
and family invite you to 
an informal gathering 
to share stories and 
memories of Howard 
Walker’s adventure 
fi lled life on Friday 1st 
December at 12.00pm in 
the Drift Inn, Lamlash.
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Seal Shore wins AA 
small campsite of the 
year award

Arran Bridge Club results
The results of the Brodick Bridge Club aggregate 
competition held at Brodick on Thursday November 
16 were: N/S 1 Dougie and Margaret Bruce; 2 Gill 
Clarke and Mike Scully; 3 Tricia Martin and Douglas 
Hamilton. E/W:1 Winnie McCallum and Alan Hutton; 
2 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie; 3 Brenda Liv-
ingstone and Pat Adamson,

The results of the aggregate competition held at 
Lamlash on Monday November 20 were: N/S 1 John 
Dick and Gege Kroner; 2 Tricia Martin and David 
Campbell; 3 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie. E/W 
1 Alison Bilsland and Fiona Henderson; 2 Marga-
ret MacGill and Elizabeth McKellar; 3 Margaret and 
Dougie Bruce.

Sports enthusiasts and lov-
ers of the great outdoors 
have helped an Arran 
campsite win a top nation-
al award.

Seal Shore campsite has 
been named Small Camp-
site of the Year by the Auto-
mobile Association, which 
will now include the Kil-
donan camping and touring 
site in their highly-regard-
ed AA Caravanning and 
Camping Guide

In order to qualify for the 
prestigious title and to be 
included in the guide, each 
of the 800 featured sites 
have been visited by an 
AA inspector who grades 
it based on its facilities and 
hospitality.

Describing the camp-
site as one of the very best 
spots for British caravan-

Seal Shore Campsite overlooking Pladda and Ailsa Craig. 

An innovative camping pod available at Seal Shore 
Campsite. One of the two gypsy caravans available for hire. 

ning and camping, the site 
has been included in the 
guide with the description: 
‘On the south coast of Ar-
ran and only 12 miles from 
the ferry at Brodick, this 
is a peaceful, family-run 
site with direct access to a 
sandy beach. There are fab-
ulous views across the wa-
ter to Pladda Island and 
Ailsa Craig. There’s an 
abundance of wildlife, too.

‘Our inspector enjoyed 
watching seals by the shore 
when he arrived and otters 
with their young during his 
stay – all can easily be seen 
from the pitches.

‘This beautiful get-away-
from-it-all location, under-
standably, is exceptionally 
popular, with many return-
ing customers – it’s essen-
tial to book to secure one 

of the 40 pitches. ‘Motor-
homes and caravans share 
the centre of the park, tents 
are pitched on the periph-
ery and camper vans have 
prime shorefront pitches 
looking directly towards 
the Ayrshire coast.

‘The resident owner, also 
a registered fi sherman, sells 
fresh lobsters and crabs, 
and on request will give 
fi shing lessons on a small, 
privately owned lochan. 

‘There is an undercover 
barbecue, campers’ kitch-
en, a day room with TV, and 
an excellent toilet block, 
plus two wooden pods, two 
gypsy caravans and a love-
ly shepherd’s hut for hire.

‘Owners Maurice and Te-
resa Deighton have created 
a very special small camp-
site in a stunning location.’

Included in the guide en-
try, which this year will be 
a special 50th anniversa-
ry edition, is the location, 
ratings, contact details, di-
rections, prices, opening 
times, facilities and a de-
tailed description of the 
site.

Teresa said: ‘On behalf 

of everyone at Seal Shore 
Campsite we are delight-
ed to receive the AA Small 
Campsite of the Year award 
in recognition of all of the 
hard work and effort that 
has been put into creating 
an idyllic camping venue 
which has kept our visitors 
returning year after year.  

‘We are equally thrilled to 
be included in the 50th an-
niversary edition of the AA 
Caravanning and Camping 
Guide and will continue to 
build on the high standards 
that have earned us this 
honour and kept us among 
the top fi ve campsites in 
Scotland.’

Owner Maurice Deighton is a keen � sherman and sells fresh seafood to visitors. 
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Sheena lifts Lamlash golf
club championship trophy

Trophy winners at the Lamlash Golf Club ladies section annual prizegiving. 

The ladies section of Lam-
lash Golf Club held their 
annual dinner and prizegiv-
ing on Friday November 10 
in the clubhouse.

The principal prize win-
ners were: Championship: 

Sheena Murchie. Glen-
kiln Rosebowl: Alison Her-
on. Centenary Tray: Kate 
McAdam. Stroke Quaich: 
Kate McAdam. Fleet Cup: 
Sheena Murchie. Marella 
Cup: Yvonne Brothers. Kil-

bride Tray: Kate McAdam. 
LGU Silver Medal: Shee-
na Murchie. LGU Bronze 
Medal: Jenny Pattenden. 
Grace Cannon Foursomes: 
Liz Sinclair and Alison 
Heron.

Anne Cook Tray: Kate 
McAdam. MacGill Cup: 
Jackie Winship. Winter 
Stableford: Liz Sinclair. 
New Year Shield: Sheena 
Murchie. Josie Sanderson: 
Gay Mackay. Island Mixed 

Fours: D and F Hender-
son. Gardner Scratch Tro-
phy in Mixed Fours: S and 
Y Brothers. Away Day Tro-
phy: Alison Heron and Ann 
Gibson. Captain’s Prize: 
Liz Sinclair. Lamlash Bay 

Hotel Trophy: Yvonne 
Brothers.

After a previous cancel-
lation the Captain’s Prize 
was played over the back 
nine, as the front nine were 


