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Glen Sannox 
hit by delay
Arran’s new ferry will be 
six months late coming 
into service, it emerged this 
week.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon will launch the 
MV Glen Sannox at Fer-
guson Marine’s shipyard 
in Port Glasgow on Tues-
day. However, delivery 
of the ship to Caledoni-
an MacBrayne will be de-
layed from summer to win-
ter next year, meaning it 
will not enter service until 
the early part of 2019.

It had previously been 
hoped the ferry, for which 
the new terminal has been 
designed, would start on 
the Ardrossan to Brodick 
route in late summer next 
year.

Ferguson Marine chief 
executive Jim McColl has 
informed the SNP govern-
ment, which is paying £97 
million for the MV Glen 
Sannox and its sister ship, 
of the delays.

The 102-metre ves-
sels will be the fi rst in the 
UK to use environmental-
ly-friendly liquefi ed natu-
ral gas and marine gas.

Mr McColl said: ‘We are 
disappointed by the delays 
caused by the challenges 
presented by the vessels’ 

Welcome to Brodick!

Words and pictures by
HUGH BOAG

The opening of the new 
Brodick ferry terminal has 
been postponed for the sec-
ond time, the Banner can 
reveal.

And it will now be next 
month before the ferry ter-
minal begins operations 
due to a ‘technical issue’.

Pier owner Caledo-
nian Maritime Assets Ltd 
(CMAL) says the opening 
has been delayed out of re-
spect for the death of Dou-

Exclusive first look 
inside new terminal

The � rst sight of the spacious new departure lounge. 01_B46terminal01

The new ticket desk and lifts to the departure lounge. 
01_B46terminal02

garry Estate owner Stephen 
Gibbs OBE, who died last 
Sunday.

The Arran Banner was 
given exclusive access to 
the new £30 million termi-
nal and passenger access 
system this week.

The new building has se-
rious green credentials and 
has been designed and con-
structed to be as energy ef-
fi cient as possible during 
day-to-day operations.

The fi nishing touches 
were still being carried out 

by contractors George Les-
lie Ltd and other workmen 
ahead of the handing over 
of the terminal by owners 
Caledonian Maritime As-
sets Ltd (CMAL) to Cale-
donian MacBrayne to op-
erate the new terminal and 
pier. Once all their equip-
ment is installed and work-
ing they will move over in 
a single transfer.

The spacious new air-
port-like terminal building 
is a far cry from the present 
ticket offi ce and linkspan. 
Downstairs is a spacious 

ticket and information desk, 
public toilets and a special-
ly adapted disabled toilets 
as well as the CalMac staff 
facilities.

Up a fl ight of stairs, or us-
ing one of the two 13-person 
lifts, is the bright and spa-
cious passenger lounge with 
fi ne views across Brodick 
Bay. There has been some 
concern expressed about 
the distance to the ferry 
from the terminal and the 
Banner can confi rm this 
week that it is nearly dou-
ble, but all inside.

The total length of cov-
ered walkway from the 
new terminal building exit 
point to the MV Caledoni-
an Isles boarding point is 
148.5 metres, including the 
fi nal cabin connection to 
the vessel. This compares 
with the 75-metre distance 
from the existing terminal 
building exit point to the 
vessel entry point, which is 
of course largely out in the 
elements.

Leading the energy effi -
ciency is a biomass boiler, 

Continued on page 2

We Have Numerous Properties 

Nearing Completion In Key 

Locations / Land Also Available 

For Bespoke Development
John thomson construction ltd, lamlash, isle of arran

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk // tel : 01770600242 // FAX : 01770600714

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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Continued from page 1
specifi cation. However, the foresight shown 
by the SNP Government in pursuing a low 
carbon future in the ferry sector provides 
Scottish industry with an excellent platform 
to establish a leading position in low carbon 
marine technology globally.’

Although Ferguson Marine and vessel own-
ers Caledonian Marine Assets Ltd (CMAL) 
continue to work closely together on engi-
neering issues arising from the dual fuel fer-
ry project’s unique design, the ferries will not 
be ready on time.

Mr McColl has invested around £25 million 

since saving Ferguson’s from administration, 
taking it from only seven employees to 360, 
including 37 apprentices and 92 contractors, 
and transforming the yard.

Minister for Transport and the Islands 
Humza Yousaf MSP said he was disappoint-
ed by the delays. He said: ‘It is now impor-
tant that all parties involved in the project re-
focus and ensure the ferries are delivered to 
this new timescale.

‘I have agreed with Ferguson Marine and 
CMAL that, in line with good practice on 
other major infrastructure projects, a third 
party peer review will be undertaken by in-

Continued from page 1

which is fuelled from a lo-
cal source, provides a low 
carbon heating and water 
supply, with electricity con-
sumption being offset by a 
system of rooftop photovol-

taic panels. The Building 
Management System (BMS) 
enables real time analysis of 
energy and water consump-
tion, along with logging his-
torical data to allow continu-
al monitoring and adjustment 
of the building performance.

Natural ventilation is the 
predominant means of pro-
viding fresh air and cooling 
to the building. To further 
minimise energy consump-
tion, energy effi cient fi ttings 
and automatic lighting con-
trol are used throughout, to-

Arran’s new vessel will be months late coming into service

New ferry terminal is 
highly energy efficient

The sign pointing upstairs to the departure lounge. 01_B46terminal05

Part of the biomass plant which powers the new terminal. 
01_B46terminal04

The entrance cabin from the walkway to the ferry. 01_B46terminal07

The long corridor of the passenger access system, which moves depending on the height of the tide. 01_B46terminal09

The full size of the new marshalling yard can be seen from the new walkway. 01_B46terminal10
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dustry experts. This will explore whether any 
time can be recovered and seek more specifi c 
delivery dates for the two vessels.

‘We should view this in the wider context 
of the efforts both workers and management 
at Ferguson Marine have made to construct 
two innovative vessels, in parallel with the 
investment to modernise the shipyard.

‘The scale of the necessary upgrade has 
made day-to-day operations at the yard more 
complicated, impacting on achieving key 
milestones for the vessels. The good news is 
that the shipyard is now fi t to complete the 
new vessels and deliver future projects.’

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson said: ‘Al-
though the initial dates for the new ferries 
joining the CalMac fl eet were always ambi-
tious, there was deep disappointment at Mon-
day night’s meeting of the Isle of Arran Ferry 
Committee that the MV Glen Sannox will not 
serve the Brodick to Ardrossan route in late 
summer 2018 as previously envisaged, due to 
technical challenges.

‘However, work on the MV Glen Sannox 
is being prioritised to ensure that, after com-
pletion and sea trials, it will be ready to serve 
the people of Arran and its visitors from ear-
ly 2019.’

gether with water effi cient 
fi ttings to reduce the overall 
building carbon footprint.

Overall the development 
has also been certifi ed to a 
BREEAM, (Building Re-
search Establishment En-
vironmental Assessment 

Method) standard, achieving 
a rating of ‘very good’.

Not only does this take into 
account the building design 
and construction but also the 
ongoing day-to-day opera-
tion, post construction.

The opening event was 

originally scheduled for 
Monday October 23. How-
ever, due to the sad passing 
of Lady Jean Fforde, CMAL 
took the decision to post-
pone the ceremony which 
will now be rescheduled for 
a later date.

Arran’s new vessel will be months late coming into service

New ferry terminal is 
highly energy efficient

CMAL engineering bosses 
Ramsay Muirhead and 
John Quinn at the new 
terminal sign. 01_B46terminal03

The long corridor of the passenger access system, which moves depending on the height of the tide. 01_B46terminal09

A subtle lion branding of 
CalMac beside the new 

terminal sign. 01_B46terminal11
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Mums say thank 
you to Elaine
Midwife Elaine Kelso who 
recently won a prestigious 
Scottish midwife award, re-
ceived a hero’s welcome at 
a gathering of young mums 
and babies  last week.

Elaine thought she was 
visiting an expectant moth-
er but instead, to her aston-
ishment, an appreciative 
group of around a dozen 
mums and their children, 
all of whom Elaine had 
helped bring into the world, 
were waiting to congratu-
late her on her remarkable 
achievement.

As reported in last week’s 
Banner the community 
midwife at Arran War Me-
morial Hospital won the 

An appreciative group of mothers, children and midwives join Elaine Kelso, centre, to congratulate her on winning a top 
midwife award. 01_b46elaine01

award at the 2017 Scot-
tish Health Awards in Ed-
inburgh.

Organiser  of the surprise 
gathering, T J Lambie said: 
‘Elaine will try to down-
play the award and the 
magnitude of the valuable 
work that she does on a dai-
ly basis.

Appreciation
‘Myself and a large group 

of mothers on Arran  are all 
well aware of the time, ef-
fort and hard work that she 
puts in above and beyond 
what is ordinarily required 
and we wanted to show our 
appreciation and recogni-
tion for everything that she 
has done.

‘Personally Elaine has 
helped me through two 

pregnancies and regularly 
goes out of her way to help 
in any way that she can. It 
is not unknown for her to 
offer assistance, not only 
pre- and post-birth but on 
a personal level and even 
outwith normal working 
hours.

‘Her dedication, support 
and devotion to help others 
is purely what inspired and 
motivated me to start work-
ing towards being a mid-
wife myself. 

‘For mothers across the 
island she has been our se-
curity blanket and an inspi-
rational fi gure.

‘This fantastic turnout to-
day goes some way to show 
just how highly regarded 
she is in the Arran commu-

nity and how deserving she 
is of the award.’

Expressing the same sen-
timent, retired midwife 
Donna Brown and midwife 
Mary McElligott and com-
munity nurse Heather Alli-
son also attended the gath-
ering, praising Elaine for 
her dedication, hard work 
and humility.

In addition to the show 
of appreciation, expectant 
mother Kirsty Park created 
a professional and detailed 
scrapbook with words of 
thanks, including baby 
photos, from more than 
30 mothers congratulating 
Elaine on a well-deserved 
award and thanking her for 
her assistance, during and 
after pregnancy.

Poetry talk to be held at Arran Library

Sir Kenneth 
Calman

Sir Kenneth Calman will be 
talking about his new book 
of poetry, ‘Afterthoughts’, 
at Arran Library in Brodick 
on Wednesday November 
22 at 7pm.

This collection came 
about through events, plac-
es and people which creat-
ed an idea in the author’s 
mind and which were then 
transcribed into verse. The 
poems became the ‘After-
thoughts’ which stimulat-
ed the words, and often oc-

curred while dog walking.
They are meant to be en-

joyed, and occasionally to 
amuse. They illustrate part 
of Kenneth’s life, and some 
of the things which matter 
most to him.

Kenneth Calman was born 
and brought up in Glasgow, 
and has had a career in clin-
ical and public health med-
icine and academia. A col-
lector of cartoons with a 
medical fl avour, he has a 
passion for Scottish litera-

ture, and loves gardening, 
golf, sundials, walking the 
dog, and making paper. He 
is a regular visitor to Arran 
and has a house in Brodick.

The event is free but 
please call the library on 
01770 302835 to book a 
space.

*Afterthoughts is pub-
lished by Kennedy and 
Boyd and costs £12.99.

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.eighteen69.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

perfect for
sharing!

Why not try our wide ranging Scottish tapas
menu, with lots to choose from and 

plenty to share!

Treat yourself to a speciality cocktail or 
a wee dram from our vast whisky menu.

Open Thursday to Monday for dinner from
5.30pm with the bar open daily until 11pm.

open Thursday to
Monday, bar open daily

exciting
new tapas menu

& speciality
cocktails
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Arran remembers its 
war heroes
Tributes were paid around 
the island at remembrance 
services last Sunday to 
those who have lost their 
lives in two world wars and 
other confl icts around the 
world.

There was a healthy turn-
out at the service at Brod-
ick war memorial where 
Brodick Church parish as-

Brodick Castle was lit up red in support of 
the Scottish Poppy Appeal. 01_B46remember01

sistant Jean Hunter led the 
two-minute silence assist-
ed by Baptist minister the 
Rev Vince Jennings, who 
read the names of the de-
ceased on the war memori-
al, and Fr Noel Colford of 
the Catholic Church.

Innes Thorborn of the Ar-
ran army cadets sounded 
the last post before pop-

py wreaths were laid at the 
memorial.

Meanwhile, as previous-
ly reported in the Banner, 
Brodick Castle was one of 
more than 30 iconic land-
marks across the country 
which was lit up red for the 
fi rst 12 days of the month in 
support of this year’s Scot-
tish Poppy Appeal.

The wreath laying party at the Brodick war memorial. 01_B46remember02

Innes Thorborn sounds the last post. 
01_B46remember04

The Rev Vince Jennings reads the names of the fallen. 01_B46remember03
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

www.scottishfield.co.uk

WIN MEMBERSHIP PASSES TO BLAIR CASTLE HORSE TRIALS

DECEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Pine Martens
A YULETIDE 
MEDIEVAL BANQUET
WIN A THREE-DAY 
WEST COAST CRUISE 
WORTH £2,500

25 page Christmas gift guide

THE TRIALS AND 
TRIBULATIONS OF 
HARRY LAUDER
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DECEMBER 2017
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WINTHREE-DAY 
WEST COAST 

CRUISE WORTH 
£2,500

CRIME WRITER 
DENISE MINA 
PINE MARTENS:
GREAT SURVIVORS

STUNNING BLACK 

ISLE GARDEN
A YULETIDE
MEDIEVAL BANQUET

COLD COMFORT – A top photographer’s journey 

through Scotland’s wild places in deep mid-Winter

Plus

HARRY BENSON 
The acclaimed photographer 

still belongs to Glasgow

THE TRIALS AND 

TRIBULATIONS OF 

HARRY LAUDER

Our unbeatable  
Christmas gift guide 2525PAGES OF

D E S I G N E D  &  M A D E  I N  O R K N E Y ,  S C O T L A N D

Captivate 
N E W  C O L L E C T I O N

Cascading water in Scotland’s burns erodes softer rocks leaving small 

granules of gold caught in crevices. Crafted to order for you.

Place your order now for Christmas!

01856 861 203 | sheilafleet.comORKNEY | EDINBURGH | GLASGOW | LOCH LOMOND

OFC-OBC_sf12.indd   1

25/10/2017   16:43:48

Christmas gift guide 
Christmas gift guide 

HARRY BENSON 
STILL BELONGS 
TO GLASGOW

COLD COMFORT
A top photographer’s journey through Scotland’s 

wild places in deep mid-Winter

December 2017 OT ad.indd   1 26/10/2017   09:55:03

A talk by  

Sir Kenneth Calman  

on his new book of poetry 

Arran Library, Brodick 

Wednesday 22nd November, 7pm 
Refreshments provided 

Further information 01770 302835 

COAST appeal for votes 
to help equip new home 
The Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST) is 
on the move.

The environmental char-
ity is moving into its new 
offi ces in the Old Pavilion 
in Lamlash next week.

The trust has also applied 
to the Aviva Community 
Fund for cash to equip the 
former tennis court pavilion 
and transform it into a ma-
rine learning and activity 
hub in the coming months. 

That will be followed 
by the building of a new 

marine discovery centre, 
which has been scheduled 
for 2022.

Since December 2016, 
more than 100 talented vol-
unteers have been helping 
to renovate this new com-
munity hub to be called The 
Octopus Centre.

More than £80,000 has 
been raised and invested 
locally to make better use 
of the interior, improve dis-
abled access and install a 
low carbon heating system 
and solar panels. 

Two multipurpose rooms 
will be used for displays, 

events, workshops and a 
glass extension at the front 
will be a marine tourism 
and heritage information 
point where new COAST 
merchandise will be sold.

Votes needed
Arran’s marine learning 

and activity hub is expected 
to open early next summer.

To make this happen, the 
team has applied to the Avi-
va Community Fund to de-
liver an annual programme 
of fun activities and events 
both indoors and outdoors.

COAST will increase its 
collaboration with local 

The Old Pavilion which will be the COAST headquarters. 01_B46coast01

Arran brass 
band bids 
for funds
A second island 
group, Arran Brass, 
is also bidding for 
funding from the 
Aviva Community 
Fund.

The band, if suc-
cessful, could re-
ceive up to £1,000 
which will be used 
towards travel ex-
penditure for per-
formances on the 
mainland, which 
they have previous-
ly had to decline 
owing to the costs 
involved. 

To vote for either 
or both of the Ar-
ran candidates, sup-
porters need only 
navigate to www.
avivacommunity-
fund.co.uk and reg-
ister to vote. 

Each registered 
user gets 10 votes 
that can go toward 
their nominations 
or shared between 
candidates. 

Voting closes on 
Tuesday Novem-
ber 21.

groups and businesses to 
plan and deliver these activ-
ities; any ideas, suggestions 
and offers of help from 
community members will 
be welcomed by the team.

COAST communications 
offi cer Manuela de los Rios 
said: ‘To help us take the 
fi rst step towards a world-
class visitor attraction and 
community resource for the 
island,  COAST would like 
to ask Arran Banner read-
ers and their friends to vote 
for this exciting project that 
will breathe new life into 
Lamlash green and shores.’

COAST could receive be-
tween £10,000 and £25,000 
if they get enough votes 
from supporters (see panel).

ARRAN DOMESTIC/COMMERCIAL SERVICES

Shona Fowler
Kelvin Edge, Whiting Bay, 
01770 700853 mob: 07443040092
E: shonaf3@gmail.com
www.arrandomesticcommercialservices.co.uk

Deep clean specialities including ovens, kitchens, offi ces
Whole/part home/business  |  Outside/inside
Painting/light gardening  |  No job too small
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Dougarie owner dies 
aged 88
The man who ran Dougarie 
Estate for the last 35 years 
has passed away. Stephen 
Gibbs OBE died peaceful-
ly at his home on Sunday. 
He was 88.

A statement from the 
Gibbs family said: ‘It is 
with great sadness that 
we inform you that Ste-
phen Gibbs died on Sun-
day morning (November 
12) at home. A service of 
thanksgiving will be held at 
11.45am, Monday Novem-
ber 27 at Shiskine Church.’

Stephen Cokayne Gibbs 
was born on 18 July 1929, 
the son of Sir Geoffrey 
Cokayne Gibbs and Hel-
en Margaret Leslie. He was 
educated at Eton College, 
Windsor and gained the 
rank of lieutenant in 1948 
in the King’s Royal Rifl e 

Burlington on 
market
An Arran guest house is on 
the market for more than a 
half a million pounds.

Specialist business prop-
erty adviser Christie & 
Co has been instructed to 
sell the Burlington Guest 
House in Whiting Bay as 
present owners, Lisbeth 
and Ian Kirsop, are look-
ing to concentrate on other 
business interests.

The property dates back 
to 1905, originally built as 
a guest house by the local 
blacksmith. Recently re-
furbished, the Burlington 
offers 10 en suite letting 
bedrooms and a 20-cover 
dining room. The proper-
ty also includes a one bed-
room, en suite owner’s ac-
commodation and a staff 
apartment.

Christie & Co is seeking 
£545,000 for the freehold.

Stephen Gibbs OBE, who died on november 12. 01_B46dougrie01

Corps. He later reached the 
rank of major in 1960 in the 
QVR (Territorial Army).

He married Lavinia Win-
ifred Bacon, daughter of 
Sir Edmund Castell Bacon 
and Priscilla Dora Ponson-
by, on 21 November 1972. 
The couple acquired the 
27,000-acre sporting estate 
on Arran the same year and 
it was to be their home for 
the next 35 years. Stephen 
was also a former director 
of Charles Barker plc and 
the Vaux Group plc.

He was awarded an OBE 
in the Queen’s New Year’s 
honours list in 2001 for his 
services to deer manage-
ment.

He is survived by his wife 
Lavinia and their three chil-
dren Emily, James and Wil-
liam.
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Editorial

Thought for the week

How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.
co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Oban, 
PA34 4 HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

He who dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High 
will abide in the shadow 
of the Almighty. I will 
say to the Lord, ‘My ref-
uge and my fortress, my 
God, in whom I trust.’ 
(Psalm 91)

Fayre support
Sir,
Thanks to all who support-
ed the annual Christmas 
fayre. A total of £1,607.40 
was raised which is a won-
derful result.

Thanks to all commit-
tee members who donated 
to the raffl e, tombola, cake 
stall and refreshments. 
Grateful thanks to CWS 
and James’ Chocolates for 
donations, to our extra stall 
holders, to all establish-
ments kind enough to dis-
play our posters and also 
to Yvonne for three hours 
of  background music and 
Brian, who is an enormous 
help with our preparations.

The winner of the 2027 
Quiz is Mr David Atkins of 
Glasgow.

Yours,
Margaret Shaw
Save the Children

Postcode scam
Sir,
I read with interest the let-
ter in last week’s Banner 
from Myra Young regard-
ing the Postcode Lottery. I 
received the same letter on 
Thursday November 9.

I donate to the charity 
monthly and started to read 
I had won £325,000 with 
disbelief especially when 
I read the paragraph about 
a processing fee. I looked 
out my paperwork from 
last year when I joined 
and phoned the number on 
a card I was given at that 
time. The offi ce is in Edin-
burgh and the girl I spoke 
to had had many calls 
about this scam and was 
dealing with it.

The processing fee had to 
be paid to Moore fi nancial 
group and they are based 
in Philadelphia.  How on 
earth can these dreadful 
people sleep at night?

Yours,
Marjorie Richardson
Beith

Diabetes research
Sir,
It was World Diabetes Day 
on November 14, and for 
anyone – or their child - 
who has just been diag-
nosed, I wanted to let them 
know that having type  one 
diabetes doesn’t mean you 
should wrap them up in 
cotton wool.

I was diagnosed 20 years 
ago and throughout my 
teens I would inject insulin 
four or fi ve times a day and 
test my blood glucose with 
fi nger pricks another four 
times a day.

I wake in the night when 
my blood glucose lev-
el needs attention, monitor 
my glucose levels as many 
as 13 times a day and weigh 
nearly everything I eat to 
work out the carbohydrate 
content so that I can inject 
insulin accordingly. Yet, 
oddly enough, I consider 
myself lucky.

You might think that hav-
ing this condition may 
seem a burden, but it hasn’t 
ever held me back.

I’ve held down jobs, trav-
elled the world and due 
to technological advance-
ments, managing my type 
one diabetes with a fl ash 
glucose sensor and an insu-
lin pump – technology only 
available because of medi-
cal research – has enabled 
me to become a healthy 
mum of two children.

I believe that a cure is 
within reach, which is why 
I work as a fundraiser.

I don’t fundraise for my-
self, but for children who 
have been diagnosed. I 
want them to have a ‘nor-
mal’ childhood where they 
can go to birthday par-
ties and eat cake, or have 
sleepovers at friends’ hous-
es with midnight feasts, 
without the fears of high 
blood glucose levels and 
the necessity of carb count-
ing.

Constant thinking, adjust-

ing, calculating, measur-
ing, worrying and stress is 
a part of life for many peo-
ple with type one diabetes, 
but with a cure, it will be all 
be gone.

Yours,
Holly Davies
Fundraiser Juvenile
Diabetes Research
Foundation

RAF support
Sir,
The national press con-
tinues to raise concerns 
about the roll out of univer-
sal credit which combines 
six benefi ts into one and 
in some cases will result in 
claimants having to wait up 
to six weeks before receiv-
ing their fi rst payment.

We at the RAF Benevo-
lent Fund are passionate 
about helping all members 
of the RAF family who are 
in need.

We launched our advice 
and advocacy service two 

years ago following re-
search which indicated 
that many of our benefi -
ciaries were not receiv-
ing the state benefi ts they 
were entitled to, such as 
housing benefi t, council 
tax reduction or universal 
credit.

We are keen to hear from 
anyone who has served in 
the RAF, including their 
partners and dependants 
who fi nd themselves af-
fected by the recent chang-
es to the benefi t system. 

We may be able to pro-
vide advice, advocacy or 
fi nancial support to help 
alleviate your fi nancial 
distress. We can also help 
in relation to other forms 
of fi nancial distress.

If you feel we can help 
you or someone you know, 
call 0800 169 2942 or visit 
www.rafbf.org/help.

Yours,
Air Commodore
Paul Hughesdon
RAF Benevolent Fund

Have you written to Santa yet?
With just over fi ve weeks to go until Christmas, Royal 
Mail is once again lending a helping hand to one of its 
most special customers, Father Christmas.

For 54 years, Royal Mail has been helping to make 
Christmas wishes come true by sending children’s let-
ters to the North Pole.

Santa’s team of helpers at Royal Mail is gearing up 
to deliver the many thousands of letters sent to him by 
children from all across the UK.

Alex McConnell, Royal Mail chief elf, who ensures 
children’s letters reach Reindeerland at the North Pole, 
said:  ‘Royal Mail plays a special part at Christmas. 
We are proud that for over 50 years, Santa has allowed 
us to help manage the hundreds of thousands of spe-
cial letters he receives from boys and girls across the 
country.

‘To ensure Santa receives your letter on time, please 
make sure you write to him, using the correct address, 
on a stamped envelope. Don’t forget Santa needs to 
know your full name and address to reply.

‘Santa is happy to receive your cards and letters now 
but because of the very busy Christmas ahead, chil-
dren should post their letters no later than 8 December.

Send your letters to:
Santa/Father Christmas,
Santa’s Grotto,
Reindeerland,
XM4 5HQ’

A fine facility
It really should have been 
good news all round on the 
ferry front this week.

A fi rst look inside the new 
ferry terminal shows what 
a fi ne facility it is and it 
should be open for use next 
month.

An airy ticket offi ce, a de-
parture lounge with pano-
ramic view, toilets aplenty, 
passengers coming and go-
ing separated to avoid con-
gestion – it is more like 
a small airport terminal. 
Only one small drawback: 
the distance to walk to the 
ferry is nearly double what 
it is now – but it is under 
cover.

Great, too, to hear how 
green the new terminal 
is, with its biomass plant, 
powered by local pellets, 
photovolatic panels on the 
roof and natural ventila-
tion it is one of the most 
eco-friendly buildings on 
the island.

What a pity then that all 
this has to be spoiled with 
the news that the new ferry 
– for which the new termi-
nal has been purpose-built 
– is to be delayed possibly 
by as much as six months.

The Clyde shipyard, 
where the MV Sannox is 
being built, blame ‘the 
challenges presented by the 
vessels’ specifi cation’, but 
it knew that when it won 
the tender for the contract.

It is the launch next week 
so let’s hope there will be 
no further delays in the 
weeks and months ahead.
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Dinner was a tasty treat
On Thursday November 9 
the Isle of Arran Federation 
of the SWI held its annual 
rally and dinner at the Kin-
loch hotel.

Members from all fi ve of 
the island’s institutes at-
tended. President Anne 
Pringle of Corrie welcomed 
those attending and in her 
opening remarks referred 
to the passing in the spring 
of Morag Gardner, a past 
president, and more recent-
ly Lady Jean Fforde who 
had been honorary presi-
dent and a very active sup-
porter for many years.

After the grace by Gerry 
Arthur the meal was very 
effi ciently served by the ho-
tel staff. Guest speaker for 
the evening was the well-
known cookery historian, 
writer, author, critic and 
now island resident Cathe-
rine Brown.

A former chef and lectur-
er Catherine was a major 
force in the promotion of 

Scotland’s produce and cu-
linary style and making our 
country a major food desti-
nation. Catherine modestly 
suggested that the opportu-
nity to take part in the many 
varied and exciting projects 
she described to us was 
down to serendipity but the 
listeners knew it was her 
sheer skill and enthusiasm 
that had made them all suc-
cessful.

It was a fi tting end to the 
evening that the vote of 
thanks was given by the 
Lamlash president Alison 
Thompson who, like Nigel-
la Lawson, is an ardent fan 
and frequent user of Cath-
erine’s cookery books! The 
compulsory raffl e round-
ed off a very enjoyable 
evening. 
        Lamlash SWI 

At the November meet-
ing of Lamlash SWI the 
demonstrator for the 
evening was one of their 
own members, June Milne.

Bringing with her exam-
ples of handmade kilts, tar-
tan sample books and an 
eight-metre length of tartan 
- which will become her lat-
est project - June provided 
us with some history of tar-
tan and how the kilt evolved 

from the feileadh mor and 
the feileadh beg, the ban-
ning of tartan wearing after 
Culloden and then the rein-
statement years later when 
the clans developed their 
own patterns.

June trained for two years 

to become one of the fi rst 
female, fully qualifi ed, 
handmade kilt makers. 
Having to make 13 sample 
kilts to a very high stand-
ard to gain the qualifi cation 
is a tremendous undertak-
ing. The fi tting of the kilt 

to the shape of the body, 
while still maintaining the 
sett of that tartan with mil-
limetre accuracy, seems an 
impossible task but June 
had managed it to perfec-
tion. Apron placement, 
pleat forming, waistband, 
interfacing, fringed edges, 
leather buckle fastenings 
and the selvedge forming 
the hem were demonstrat-
ed. Members listened in-
tently and in admiration at 
the skill needed to com-
plete one of these entirely 
hand stitched garments and 
made us appreciate why, 
made in top quality pure 
wool fabric, those kilts are 
so highly sought after.

Alison Thompson 
thanked June for an excel-
lent demonstration and the 
highly entertaining anec-
dotes that accompanied it. 
Hopefully June will be able 
to bring along the fi nished 
kilt to a future meeting.                                                                                                                        

Janet Mair

The top table at the SWI Federation rally and dinner. 
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New guide shows the coastal way

The front cover 
of the new 

guidebook. 

An award-winning guide-
books’ publisher is bring-
ing out a new guidebook 
about the Arran Coastal 
Way next January.

The Arran Coastal Way 
was recognised as one of 
Scotland’s Great Trails ear-
lier this year. It runs around 
the coast for 65 miles (105 
km) and the walking var-
ies from easy coastal paths 
and cycle track to rugged 
beach-walking with some 
boulder-hopping.

The new guidebook has 
been published in a handy 
format. Lavishly illustrated 
with 125 colour photos, it 
is printed on rainproof pa-
per with detailed mapping. 
It contains all anyone needs 
to plan and enjoy a holi-
day: detailed route descrip-
tions, including all the re-
cently added route options; 
10 pages with mapping of 
the entire route at 1:55,000; 
practical information about 
public transport and travel; 
geology, whisky-making, 
history and wildlife.

It has been written by Jac-
quetta Megarry, who is a 
professional author and has 
written or co-authored 16 
guidebooks for Rucksack 

Readers. She visited Arran 
three times this year while 
researching the guidebook.

Malcolm Whitmore, 
chairman of the Arran Ac-
cess Trust, said: ‘Meticu-
lously researched and su-

perbly produced,this guide 
makes the ideal companion 
for all those walking this 
stunning route.’

It is published in January 
2018 by Rucksack Readers, 
£12.99.

Festival boost for local 
charities
Organisers of the Ar-
ran Mountain Festival 
last week presented two 
cheques to island chari-
ties to give them a funding 
boost.

Ahead of their annual 
meeting last Tuesday, the 
festival committee hand-
ed over a contribution to 
the Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team members Lucy Wal-
lace and Kirstie Smith.

They also received a do-
nation for their fundrais-
er earlier in the year where 
they traversed all of Ar-
ran’s 12 summits in a char-
ity fundraiser.

Dubbed the Arran 700s 
challenge owing to the 
height of the peaks, the 
duo walked 22 miles, with 
more than 9,400ft of as-

Committee member Robin Banden presents charity fundraisers Lucy Wallace and Kirstie 
Smith with donations from festival organisers. 01_B46AMF01

cent, in 17 hours and raised 
more than £2,728 which 
was shared between the 
AMRT and Mulanje Moun-
tain Rescue Team in Mala-
wi.

Kirstie said: ‘On behalf of 
the AMRT, we would like 
to express our thanks to the 
Arran Mountain Festival 
for its kind donation given 
to us at its AGM on Tues-
day. The festival is such 
a great yearly event with 
lots to see and do and next 
year’s schedule looks to be 
another great one.’

Lucy who, along with 
Kirstie, gave a talk on their 
challenge during the festi-
val, added: ‘We were ab-
solutely delighted to come 
and talk at the festival 
event about our Arran 700s 

adventure. It was a pleas-
ure to share a platform with 
David ‘Heavy’ Whalley 
too. It’s wonderful to re-
ceive this additional dona-
tion from the festival which 
brings our total raised for 
mountain rescue in Malawi 
up to £1,384.’

The annual meeting in-
cluded a presentation on 
the highlights of the very 
successful 2017 festival 
along with discussions on 
the programme for 2018.

Next year’s festival will 
take place between Fri-
day May 18 and Mon-
day May 21, and will of-
fer like-minded people the 
opportunity to enjoy wild-
life watching, coastal and 
mountain walks or steep 
ridge traverses under the 

safe guidance of experi-
enced and knowledgeable 
guides.

Committee member Jo 
Totty said: ‘There are a 
couple of new walks for 

2018 and the programme 
of evening events are start-
ing to come together. The 
programme will be online 
shortly; do keep an eye on 
www.arranmountainfes-

tival.co.uk. The booking 
lines will open in Decem-
ber, so remember to book 
early as many of the events 
are already full by Febru-
ary.’

MAKE YOUR HOME 
MORE COMFORTABLE 

THIS WINTER
If your old storage heaters are ready for 

replacement or it’s time for a living room revamp 
that won’t break the bank, please join our experts 

to talk about your electric heating options. 
Saturday 18th November

11am-3pm

Whiting Bay Village Hall,
Shore Road,
Whiting Bay,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8PR

For further information contact us on:
Tel: 0800 028 6122         email: pre-sales@dimplex.co.uk

In Association with Home Energy Scotland
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Singalong for Mary’s Meals
Arran is renowned for its 
generosity when funds 
are desperately needed 
for deserving charities.

A charity which the 
islanders have taken to 
their hearts is Mary’s 
Meals - founded in 
Scotland, over in nearby 
Argyll, to feed children in 
schools worldwide.

You’ll have read about 
Arran Skinnymalinks in 
previous articles in the 
Banner, raising money 
for the charity, but there 
is also a Knit and Natter 
group.

On Friday mornings, 
this cheery crowd meets 
in the lounge at Trust 
Housing’s McKelvie 

Court in Lamlash with 
their needles clicking 
away happily. Some of 
the ladies are expert 
knitters, others expert 
natterers, but all produc-
ing handy little knitted 
Christmas mindings for 
gifts or tree decorations 
such as wee Christmas 
puddings – all costing £2 
or less.

Singalong
The plan is to host a 

social Singalong on Sun-
day November 26, be-
tween 2pm and 3.30pm 
in Lamlash Church hall. 
Entry is free and they will 
be selling these knitted 
mindings, all to raise 
funds for Mary’s Meals.

The Brodick Co-op is 
kindly supplying refresh-
ments including mince 
pies. Join the knitters and 
natterers for a relaxed 
and informal afternoon 
of community singing 
for all ages, some solos 
and even duets from a 
duo ‘discovered’ at the 
popular Music Matters, 
along with a carol or 
two to get everyone into 
the festive spirit. All 
professionally arranged 
by Graeme ‘Fingers’ McK-
innon the magni� cent 
maestro at piano. What 
an enjoyable afternoon 
it promises to be – Don’t 
miss it!  

Jean Bowden 

Jean Bowden 
enjoys a 
laugh with 
the group. 

Singalong for Mary’s Meals

Jean Strachan with a box of knitted Christmas gifts.

Julia Le Mesurier 
with rows of Santa 

hat decorations. 

Hard at work 
knitting and 
nattering. 
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Wednesday 
8.30pm 

Steve Young  
‘Troubadour’ 
     Friday 17th - 9pm 

David 
 Burns 

Sunday 19th - 4pm 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 December 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

194     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
A YEAR OF BIRLINN BOOKS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many languages have Alexander McCall Smith’s novels been translated into?

WIN 
 A £1,000 PERTH GIFT CARD

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Which four Perth city centre businesses currently sell The Perth Gift Card?

Would you like to win a £1,000 
Perth Gift Card to spend in Perth?

The Perth Gift Card can be 
used in a vast array of Perth’s best 
restaurants, independent shops, sa-
lons, attractions, venues and more.

If you’re the lucky winner 

you could be using your £1,000 
Perth Card to update your winter 
wardrobe, treat you or your loved 
ones to a series of delicious meals 
at many of Perth’s fi nest eateries, 
enjoy a series of wonderful local 
attractions and experiences... Or 

even take care of your Christmas 
shopping! 

Buy The Perth Gift Card online 
at theperthcard.co.uk or from the 
following Perth retailers: Byres & Co, 
Fun Junction Toy Shop, McCash’s 
Country Store and Tayberry Gallery.

£1,000 Perth Gift Card prize is valid for 12 months from issue date. No cash alternative to value of prize

For 25 years Birlinn Limited has 
been publishing essential books 
about Scotland, and books by Scot-
tish writers about the world. Each 
year we publish new works of histo-
ry, biography, literary fi ction, poetry, 
books for children and books about 
sport. Edinburgh-based, we are 
home to internationally bestselling 
author Alexander McCall Smith, 
whose novels delight readers 
around the world, and have been 
translated into 46 languages.

We also publish beautiful edi-
tions of classic books. To celebrate 

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru-
ary 2018, we will publish all 22 of 
her novels with new introductions 
by today’s leading writers. 

One lucky winner will receive a 

book each month for twelve 
months, starting in January 2018. 
Hardback, paperback, large and 
small, they are sure to be books 
to treasure.

Muriel Spark’s centenary in Febru- book each month for twelve 
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct 
families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn 
after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter 
reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
WIN THREE NIGHTS FOR TWO PEOPLE IN THE KYLES OF BUTE ON BOARD THE ROYAL 

SCOTTISH SHIPPING LINE’S SPIRIT OF FORTITUDE WORTH £2,500

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name on The Royal Scottish Shipping Line Ltd latest venture called?

The Royal Scottish Shipping Line’s latest venture is Spirit of 
Fortitude, a 130 feet long luxury yacht. This fi ve star super 
yacht can host up to 12 guests, with a total crew of fi ve Spirit 
of Fortitude cuts an impressive sight and includes a grand 

saloon, a library, upper deck and whisky viewing room. The 
yacht is already proving popular with guests from home and 
abroad, and it is easy to see why, with an on-board personal 
chef and stewardess looking after their requirements.

Dates for the trip- 24 March, three nights for two people in the Kyles of Bute. Prize is non-refundable. Competition is only open to UK residents. 
Prize cannot be sold or exchanged for fi nancial gain.

WIN 
A BLACKHOUSE CUBE STOOL IN YOUR CHOICE OF HARRIS TWEED FABRIC

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many Harris Tweed fabrics can you choose from at Blackhouse?

Scotland’s only handcrafted luxury Harris Tweed fur-
niture company, Blackhouse, offers a unique choice 
of over 17 genuine medium weight Harris Tweed 
fabrics, cleverly combined with modern bespoke de-
sign, to create a timeless, durable, warm and stylish 
luxury living range. Whether you want to curl up 
and relax in true comfort or create a stylish interior 
statement, the quality and elegance of our stunning 
Harris tweed pieces will deliver. This competition 
offers you the chance to win a Blackhouse cube, 
made in your choice of Harris Tweed fabric to create 
a stylish addition to your home and lifestyle.

194-195_sf12.indd   195 25/10/2017   15:58:18

Harvesting the fruits at community land initiative
It is hard to believe that what 
started out as an enthusiastic 
conversation in a Whiting Bay 
pub in 2012 has progressed 
steadily into a real physical 
community land asset with 
a vibrant community garden 
and public allotments, writes 
Juliette Walsh.

The site is now well-used 
by above all, school groups, 
which includes weekly visits 
by children from the Arran 
Outdoor Education Centre, 
Arran High School students 
and Whiting Bay primary 
school children who get fully 
involved with tasks such as 
vegetable and tree-planting 
and path clearance. Walkers 
enjoy the views of the sea 
from the top of the steep 
circular path and it is a de-
light to see allotment holders 
pottering about on their plots 
and the Arran Bee Group bee 
hives in full hum mid-sum-
mer.

Of course, there is still a 
great deal of work to be done 
to develop the site further 
and the project’s trustees, 
along with project manager 
Pippa Downing, will continue 
to oversee the programme 
of works and secure further 

funding in order to perpetu-
ate this project.

One particular promising 
development has been the 
horticultural training that 
the site is able to host. The 
site is now purpose-built 
for outdoor teaching with a 
small wooden ‘hub’ building, 
large polytunnels, a state-of-
the-art composting toilet and 
several raised beds for fruit 
and vegetable growing. 

As well as gardeners, new 
and experienced, old and 
young, the site attracts run-
ners, dog-walkers, horse rid-
ers and mountain bikers and 
this gives scope to extend the 
network of paths further up 
the site in the future.

The main � nancial support 
to date has been from the Cli-
mate Challenge Fund, which  
is supporting the ambition of 
the project to enable Arran to 
become more sustainable in 
growing its own food and be-
coming more carbon neutral.

With the expertise of on-
site tutor/gardener, Darren 
Townsend, an HNC in hor-
ticulture has already been 
successfully delivered by him 
this year via the Arran Learn-
ing UHI Centre. 

Darren working the outdoor pizza oven. 

Matt Searles works with visiting children during 
one of the school visits to the community land. 

The community garden is an attractive feature that provides 
colourful � owers and tasty fruit and vegetables.

The polytunnels provide a good warm environment 
and propagating area that allotment owners can 
make use of. 

A basket of produce from the community land 
project. 

SNP ARRAN BRANCH
St Andrew’s Day Celebration

25th November at the Kinloch Hotel
7 for 7.30pm 

Guest speaker, Paul Kavanagh 
aka “The Wee Ginger Dug”

Tickets £25 
Only a limited number left!

Call Susan on 07845 610025
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Harvesting the fruits at community land initiative
The main thrust of the pro-

ject so far has been to plant 
fruit and vegetables that will 
withstand the wet but mild 
climate in plots that are prop-
erly prepared using organic 
principles. 

But it’s not all about the 
art of planting though and 
Darren works alongside Matt 
Searles who, when he takes 
o�  his gardening hat, brings 
his artistic � air from his art 
teaching days into every 
family fun day held monthly 
on the site. 

A record number of 23 
children turned up to the 
November Family Fun Day 
which included making a Guy 
Fawkes and bon� re. Darren 
and Matt work on the land 
with quiet and determined 
persistence and are a credit 
to the project with their un-
usual mixture of specialisms 
complementing one another.

The group is holding a 
curry night and AGM on 
Monday November 27, in 
Whiting Bay Golf Club and 
welcomes all current and any 
new members who wish to 
further support the project’s 
educational, recreational and 
environmental aims.

Darren working the outdoor pizza oven. 

Darren Townsend helps a youngster build a bee hotel during an educational 
class held at the Arran Agricultural Show. 

The community garden is an attractive feature that provides 
colourful � owers and tasty fruit and vegetables.

Volunteers hard at work turning over the beds. 

The community land site in Whiting Bay. 

A school group help improve the raised beds.



14   LEISURE www.arranbanner.co.uk                                             Saturday 18 November, 2017   |   ARRAN BANNER

Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                    Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                   Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Brewery                                                       Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm & Sun 12.30pm - 5pm
 

Saturday 18th November 
Flow Yoga                                                                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                         9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                         9.30am – noon
RNLI Christmas Shop                                         Lifeboat Station, Lamlash, 10.30am-12.30pm
Army Cadets                                                                               Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                              Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                  Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4-5pm
Music Arran presents New Focus with Joni Keen  Community Theatre, Arran High School, 7.30pm
Live Music - Shenanigans                           Fiddler’s Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music - The Steve Hepworth Band – blues & rock                              The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over 21s disco                                                                                              Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 19th November
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music -David Burns                                                                           The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
AA meeting                                                                          Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 20th November
Morning fi tness                                                                           Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Citizens’ Advice                                                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Arran Vets Surgery                                                                             9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets Reception                                                                                9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Mature Movers                                                                              10.30 - 11.30, Brodick Church Hall
Over 50s badminton                                                                        Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Adult Tennis                                                                        Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                      Shiskine Church Hall 5:15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                      Ormidale Park, 6pm-7.30pm
Circuit Training                                                                                         Auchrannie Gym, 6pm-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                 Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                       Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm-9pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                           Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwondo                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 21st November
Arran Vets surgery                                                                  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                               NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls                                                                                  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Every Tuesday - Metafi t Class                                                                        Arran High School, 6pm
Flow Yoga,                                                                                                                  Corrie Hall, 6pm                
Pilates                                                                                                             Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                            Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                                                                                                 Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                               Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Rotary Club                                                          The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall,7.30pm
Live Music -Mike Bailey                                 Fiddler’s Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm -10.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 22nd November  
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                     9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga                                                                                           Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Chair Yoga                                                                                  St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service      10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Zumba Gold                                                                                           Brodick Hall, 4pm - 5pm www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Arran Skinnymalinks (festive focus)                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                                         Brodick Hall, 5.50pm-6.50pm
RUNclub - Mixed Ability                                                       Little Co-Op Car Park Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                    Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwondo                                  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm-9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo                    Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pmm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                        The PHT, 8.30pm
Rock an’ Pop Bingo                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 23rd November
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness, Auchrannie Gym                                                                                  9.30-10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks (Festive Focus)                                         Brodick Church Hall 10:30am
Chair Yoga                                                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Whiting Bay Thursday Club                                                     Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult Tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm                                                                                     
Ladies’ Hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Arran High School                                                               Arran Soul Choir, Lamlash, 7pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                   Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                               Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 24th November
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                         Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee Morning for charities                                                            Corrie and Sannox Hall, 10.30am
Smart Recovery Meeting                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Lochranza Children’s Badminton                                                                     Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                    Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm 
Tae Kwondo                                                    Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Lochranza Adults’ Badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz                                                                                                     Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Live Music - Michael Clark                           Fiddler’s Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music -  Rob Wolf                                                                                   The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Saturday 25th November 
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
RNLI Christmas Shop                                           Lifeboat Station, Lamlash, 10.30am -12.30pm
Santa Sparkle Christmas Market                                                     Lamlash Green,10.30am 5.00pm
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Soup/Sandwiches, Dr Graham’s Homes                          Brodick Church Hall,  noon to 2.00pm
Women in Black                                                                                Coastal Way Start, Brodick,1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                    Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4-5pm
Live Music - North Country Winters             Fiddler’s Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Mic Clark                                                                              The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Live music - George Lindsay Blues Band                                                      The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Over 21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Sheriff Iona is new 
Lord-Lieutenant
Sheriff Iona McDonald 
has been appointed as 
Lord-Lieutenant for Ayr-
shire and Arran by HM The 
Queen.

Sheriff McDonald is a 
senior sheriff in the Sheriff-
dom of North Strathclyde 
at Kilmarnock and she 
succeeds Mr John Duncan, 
who retired last month.

Sheriff McDonald said: 
‘I am truly honoured to 
have been appointed as Her 
Majesty’s  Lord-Lieuten-
ant of Ayrshire and Arran. 
Having been born, raised 
and having worked in Ayr-
shire I have a deep seated 
reverence for the area and 
its people.

‘We have much to be 
proud of and it is my in-
tention to build not only on 

Sheri�  Iona McDonald.

the gifts that the area has 
given us but to promote the 
royal family and the role of 
the lieutenancy as much as 
possible.

‘I would also like to re-
cord my appreciation to the 
previous Lord-Lieutenant, 
John Duncan, for his con-
tribution to the lieutenancy 
over the last 10 years and 
wish him a long, happy and 
healthy retirement.’

Sheriff McDonald was ed-
ucated at Cumnock Acade-
my and she graduated from 
Glasgow University with a 
Master of Arts in 1976 and 
Law degree in 1978. She 
subsequently joined the Ayr 
fi rm Mathie-Morton, Black 
and Buchanan and became 
a partner in 1982. She was 
appointed as a temporary 

Sheriff in 1994 and re-
ceived a full appointment 
in 2000 to the Sheriffdom 
of North Strathclyde, sit-
ting in Paisley and Kilmar-
nock sheriff courts. Since 
2007 she has been senior 
sheriff at Kilmarnock.

During her distinguished 
career Sheriff McDonald 
has held a number of other 
positions. She has acted as 
a court reporter in family 
cases and as a safeguarder 
in children’s hearings. She 
has been a facilitator for ju-
dicial studies training and a 
mentor to newly appointed 
sheriffs.

In 2010 she was appoint-
ed a member of the Scot-
tish Courts Service Board 
where she is chairwoman  
of the estates committee.

 She was also involved in 
the training of Justices of 
the Peace and Children’s 
Panel members. Sheriff 

McDonald is involved in 
charity fundraising, in par-
ticular for the British Heart 
Foundation.

Friends’ lunch 
to help kids in 
Kalimpong
The Friends of Dr Gra-
ham’s Homes is hold-
ing a soup and sandwich-
es get together in Brodick 
Church hall, on Saturday 
November 25, from noon 
until 2pm.

As usual there will be 
a selection of delicious 
soups and the not-to-be 
missed raffl e, stimulating 
company and interesting 
conversation.

Dr Graham’s Homes in 
Kalimpong in North East 
India provides education 
and care to impoverished 
and disadvantaged chil-
dren.

Everyone is invited to at-
tend this worthwhile event 
in support of the children 
of Kalimpong.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

coming soon...

24.11.17
Massive savings on online subscriptions across all our titles

Limited availability



The village of Lamlash is 
gearing up for its annual 
Christmas celebration 
next weekend when 
the whole village 
green comes alive with 
children and adults 
enjoying a fun day of 
activities and festive 
events at Santa’s Sparkle.
It is all systems go for the 
event to take place on 

Saturday 
November 
25, after initial 
fears it may not go 
ahead this year, but the 
community rallied to 
save it.
Santa is arriving at the old 
pier at 12noon by secret 
means and parading 
in the Mogabout with 

the Vikings down to 
the green. Activities 
will begin with a 
performance by the Soul 
Choir at 12.30pm and 
during the day there 
will be loads of young 
people performing and 
a full programme of 
music on the stage, as 
well as lots of activities 
for youngsters to take 
part in.

At the marquee visitors 
will be able to spend 
some time browsing 
the various Christmas 
market stalls and craft 
fair which will extend 
into the Lamlash church 
hall where additional 
stalls and activities, 
including relaxing 
beauty treatments, will 
be held.
Visitors can enjoy 
the many food and 
refreshment stalls 
while enjoying a host 
of entertainment that 
will be provided on the 
day along with the ever 
popular opportunity 
for younger visitors 
to meet Santa and tell 
him what they want for 
Christmas.
As evening darkness 
descends, excitement 
levels will continue 
to build with the 
lighting of the Lamlash 
community Christmas 
tree and fireworks 
display.
Rounding off what is 
certain to be an eventful 
day the proceedings 
will carry on late into 
the night with a ceilidh 
and DJ providing 
plenty of laughter and 
merriment throughout 
the evening.
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Community 
rallies to save

The village of Lamlash is 
gearing up for its annual 
Christmas celebration 

Saturday 
November 

At the marquee visitors 
will be able to spend 
some time browsing 

rallies to saverallies to save
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£7.95
including P&P

FROM

2018 CALENDAR

The ideal gift...

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

 SANTA’S SPARKLE              FESTIVE SEASON
 FRIDAY 24th LIVE MUSIC Enjoy a delicious meal with 
 “Shindig” 7.30pm your family or colleauges!
 SATURDAY 25th Pop in and collect a festive menu
 Lunch & Pizza to go  12.30-3pm or visit our website to view it at
 Restaurant 5-8.30pm www.lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

Join us at the Sparkle for Beat the Goalie
 Cupcake decorating, Princess Hair & Nails             Pipe in the Bells this New Year
 Story Telling with Mrs Claus in our cosy, friendly bar

GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE
TEL 01770 600844    www.lamlashbayhotel.co.uk

Seasons Greetings From

Santa always 
arrives by 
boat across 
Lamlash Bay.  
20_b49santa01

One of the children meet Santa. 10_b49santa05

The burger stall does a roaring trade. 
20_b49santa08

The Lamlash Heather Queen leads a previous Santa’s 
Sparkle parade through the village. 20_b49santa03
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Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 9th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £20

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives 
friends & neighbours 

from 
John Smith, Oban

John and Jane 
Smith, Oban

would like to wish all 
their relatives, friends 
& neighbours a merry 

Christmas

MESSAGE 20 words maximum

October sees the rush of 
the thrush

While October 2016 was 
the driest month of that 
year, with less than a quar-
ter of the rainfall normal-
ly recorded in recent Oc-
tobers. This October was 
more typical,  with more 
than three times as much 
rain as last year, continuing 
the cool wet weather which 
had been a feature of the 
previous three months.

Having said that, during 
October there were plenty 
of interesting birds to en-
joy and almost 100 spe-
cies were recorded.  Octo-
ber is arguably the busiest 
birding month, as summer 
breeders depart, migrants 
pass through, winter visi-
tors arrive and there is al-
ways a strong chance of 
something unusual.

The build up of the num-
ber of winter thrushes, 
fi eldfare and redwing, was 
a feature of the month. 

Brambling is another 
winter visitor to look out 
for in the garden.
Photo Robert Lambie

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

OCTOBER

Redwing, a wintering thrush enjoying the autumn berries. 
Photo Mike Rose

Fieldfare, a wintering thrush enjoying the autumn berries. Photo Brian Couper

Wigeon, a winter visitor to look out for on the coast. 
Photo Dennis Morrison

There were widespread re-
ports of the birds feasting 
on the autumn berries, with 
fl ocks in the hundreds be-
ing reported from the north 
to the south of the island in-
cluding 200 fi eldfare at Kil-
donan on October 21  and 
1,000 redwing in Sliddery 
on October 23. 

Flocks of migratory 
whooper swan were also a 
feature with their honking 
and trumpeting calls fi lling 
the autumn skies, including 
30 over Glen Rosa on 12th, 
11 over Creagan Liatha on 
29th and 20 over Sliddery 
also on 29th.

Migration was in full 
fl ow in October as birds 
were moving out of colder 
northern Europe to milder 
climes.  These included: 50 
pied wagtail in Kildonan on 
5th, 21 turnstone and three 
dunlin on Silver Sands 
on 8th, 22 mistle thrush 
at Kingscross on 12th, 60 
goldfi nch on Whiting Bay 
Golf Course also on 12th, 
200 kittiwake off Fairy 
Dell on 13th, 300 starling 
and 34 skylark at Sliddery 

on 18th, 30 meadow pip-
it on Shiskine Golf Course 
on 23rd, 10 redshank at 
Sandbraes on 28th, 22 cur-
lew and 129 common gull 
at Blackwaterfoot on 6th.

There were some ‘last 
sightings’ of summer visi-
tors also moving south in-
cluding: nine house mar-

ing included: two yellow-
hammer at Clauchlands on 
7th, 15 wigeon at Cosyden 
on 8th, nine pink-footed 
goose at Sliddery on 14th, 
21 rook also at Sliddery 
on 18th, four brambling at 
Leac Gharbh on 22nd, one 
Purple sandpiper on Sil-
ver Sands on 29th and four 
greylag geese on Druma-
doon Farm on 30th.

Other interesting records 
from a month with a pleth-
ora of birds included: two 
snipe at Porta Buidhe on 
6th, six grey heron and two 
little grebe in Loch Ranza 
on 11th, 12 long-tailed tit 
in Whiting Bay on 12th, a 
covey of red grouse on An 
Tunna on 13th, a pair of 
goosander in Catacol Bay 
on 21st and a great spot-
ted woodpecker at Torbeg 
on 25th.

In addition there were re-
ports of all three divers in-
cluding: four black-throat-
ed diver off Imachar on 
27th, four red-throated 
diver off the Cat Stone on 
29th and two great northern 
diver in the bay under Dru-
madoon Cliffs on 30th.

Enjoy your birding
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ 
to me at Kilpatrick Ken-
nels, Kilpatrick, Blackwa-
terfoot, KA27 8EY, or e 
mail me at jim@arranbird-
ing.co.uk  

I look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2016 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

tin at Silver Sands on 5th, 
one wheatear at Druma-
doon Point on 8th, 30 gan-
net off Fairy Dell on 13th, 
one lesser black-backed 
gull in Loch Ranza also on 
13th and three swallow at 
Silver Sands on 21st.

Winter visitors arriv-
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Plane crash memorial
Last week, the week following Remem-
brance Day, a small memorial was put up 
in a quiet location on Arran in memory of 
a forgotten incident of the Second World 
War.

It marks the death of pilot James Wm 
Crowe of Perth and his gunner John Mil-
lan Martin of Whithorn. They died off 
Corriecravie on January 18, 1944. The 
monument stands on a small rise as you 
leave Corriecravie going north and over-
looking the spot where the plane crashed. 

They were towing a drogue, or target, for 
gunners to practise when suddenly their 
plane plunged into the sea. Nobody knows 
why, although it seems possible that it may 
have been a result of friendly fi re.

None of this was known until recent-
ly when James Crowe’s sister Mary and 
husband Alastair investigated and with 
the help of James Brown of Corriecravie 
House and Betty Craig of the Corries they 
located the site of the crash. Now almost 
54 years later Alastair and Mary have put 
up the memorial.

First lady
Arran High has a new rector. She is Ms 
Susan Smith, the fourth head teacher in 
the school’s history and the fi rst woman to 
hold the post. Ms Smith  is currently de-
pute head of Islay High School.
 Originally from Yorkshire, she has previ-

Shiskine Ladies’ Golf prizewinners pictured after their AGM last week, from left, Karen 
Haggarty, Pat Adamson, Alice Anderson, Lillian Tod, Fiona Crawford and lady captain and 
ladies’ club champion Liz Kerr. B46twe03

Five young sailors who have gained RYA certi� cates - three as skippers - and their 
instructor Donal Boyle. They are Joseph I’Anson, Andrew Young, Mark Taylor, Douglas 
I’Anson and Colin Campbell. Jan Scho� eld who assisted with grant funds is also pictured. 
B46twe01

Alastair Harris and his wife Nancy at the new Corriecravie monument built in honour of 
two world war pilots who died near the spot in 1944. B46twe02

Lamlash Playgroup presents a £100 note to the winner of their fundraising event, Shellie 
Brennan. Hugh Angus won £50 as the runner up. B46twe05

Twelve members of the Arran Duke of Edinburgh Award Group have recently obtained 
their bronze and silver awards and pictured here at the award ceremony in Beith last 
Friday are those of the Arran contingent that could attend. B46twe04

ously worked in Golspie, Wick and Oban 
High Schools. Mr Ian Murray who had 
been at the helm of Arran High since Au-
gust 1994, left last Friday for Lanark High 
thus the school is presently without a full 
time leader. When Ms Smith will take on 
the reins is not yet known and will be de-
cided following discussions between the 
directors of education.

Planning refusal
A proposal to build 13 houses in Kildonan 
was recommended for refusal at the plan-
ning meeting this week.

Kildonan residents were very much 
against the development and in all 27 ob-
jections were received. Grounds for ob-
jection included shortage of water; lack of 
any genuine need; that it would affect the 
social balance of the village and many oth-
er observations. The nature of the devel-
opment in relation to the size of Kildonan 
is viewed very much as Charters Towers 
was to Brodick.

As well as individual objections the Ar-
ran community council and Scottish Natu-
ral Heritage had also objected although the 
sewerage department had no objections. 
In the end the full recommendation of the 
planners to reject the proposal was that it 
was contrary to policy and that it would 
not refl ect the character of Kildonan. They 
also said that the applicant had not demon-
strated that an adequate and wholesome 
water supply could be provided.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

 UNDER £50
Round Bale Hay, Buyer to 
uplift. Please contact 01770 
700371
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

Property

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Cleaner | NAY03144 | Temporary until March 2018 
25 hours | £8.51 per hour

Montrose House, Brodick, Isle of Arran

Closing date: 8 December 2017

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Kingdom Recruitment
Ferry terminal Cleaners

Job Vacancies
We have cleaning operative opportunities on the following shifts, to 

work at the Brodick Ferry Terminal, Isle of Arran:-

•  1 x cleaning operative 5 pm – 7 pm
•  1 x cleaning operative split shifts 9 am – 1 pm then 5 pm – 7 pm
•  Rate of Pay – £8.45 per hour Monday to Friday, £9.89 for Saturday 
/ Sunday

 
Shifts are required Monday – Sunday, so there will be a rota with one 

in 3 / 4 weekend working.
 

If you are interested, please call Ashley Low on 07795 078453 or 
07702 442481 or send your CV to Neil.Blamires@kingdom.co.uk.

Arran Riding Club

AGM 
Lamlash Fire Station 

Thursday 30th November, 7pm 
All Welcome

COAST 
has moved!

As of Monday 20th November, our 
new address will be: Old Pavilion, 

Lamlash, KA27 8LS. 01770 600 656 
www.arrancoast.com

Scottish charity No. SC042088

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

 Library Assistant (Casual) | NAY03163 
As and when required | £8.87 - £9.69 per hour

Location - Various in Isle of Arran

Closing date: 28th November 2017

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATHS

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Sunday 19th November 
Pirnmill, and Lochranza 

Churches Together - 10.15am
Morning Worship at
Lochranza Church.

Shiskine Church - 12noon, 
Morning Worship

Brodick Church - 10.30am, 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church - 11.30am, 
Prayer meeting. 12noon, 

Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) St

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 19th November
 11am Holy Communion.

Mr John Roberts. 
Coffee after service.
 ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND 

(continuing)
Sunday 19th November 
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick 

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick 

All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 19th November 
Mrs Aileen Brookens

Kilmory - 10 am
Lamlash - 11.30 am

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 19th November
Sunday Mass 11am

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 19th November
Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod, 
Reader, at 10.30am.

 Tea and Coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the

 service. 
There will be a sale of 
Traidcraft goods and

 Traidcraft Christmas Cards. 
Also, the Church Christmas 
Card, to be sent to all mem-
bers, will be available to be 
signed, and all proceeds will 

go to the Glasgow
City Mission. 

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 19th November

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after the
service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 19th November
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday 
at 11am

For meeting venue ring – 
830622 or 820223

Arran pupils reach for the heights

The group of 12 Arran pupils who took part in the Scottish 
Schools Climbing Championships. 

Youngsters from Arran 
took part for the fi rst time in 
the qualifying round of the 
Scottish Schools Climbing 
Championships at the Ibrox 
Climbing Wall in Glasgow.

The competition which 
took place on Thursday 
October 26, was designed 
to allow participants of 
all abilities to be able to 
take part in the qualifying 
round, where the competi-
tor can choose to enter ei-
ther the bottom rope or the 
lead climbing categories. 
Each of the 12 Arran com-
petitors had to complete 
and score on four different 
routes ranging from grade 
5+ to an eye watering grade 
7C for those in S3.

This was the fi rst time 
that pupils from Arran High 
School and Lamlash Pri-
mary School had entered 
the competition and all per-
formed well in the climbs, 
showing maturity, deter-

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday November 12, 
Winter Cup round two. Six 
played on a glorious morn-
ing for golf but a chill wind 
swirling around the higher 
parts of the course in par-
ticular made for tricky scor-
ing conditions. CSS went 
out to 65. 1 John Pennycott 
13, 64, 2 David Brookens 
11, 67, 3 Danny Head 4, 69 
and lowest gross. With two 
rounds completed, already 
a third of the campaign if 
you’re looking forward 
to summer, the leader is 
Graeme Crichton on 134pts 
followed by John Penny-
cott on 135pts. No one else 
has completed two rounds.

Fixtures: Sunday Novem-
ber 19, winter friendly vs 
Lamlash at Whiting Bay at 
10.30am rolling start, just 
turn up to be paired.  Sat-
urday November 25, prize-
giving evening at 7pm in 
the clubhouse. See club-
house noticeboard, website 
and Facebook for full de-
tails.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday November 11, Joe 
MacKenzie Trophy. 1 Alan 
Smith 37pts BIH, 2 Robert 
Logan 37pts, 3 Donald Lo-
gan 36pts. A very tight fi n-

Corrie golfer Alan Smith receives the Joe Mackenzie 
Trophy from Joe’s two daughters, Sheena and Fiona. 

ish to the Joe MacKenzie 
Trophy with Alan Smith 
just edging it.

Monday November 13, 
Monday Cup. 1 John 
McGovern 60, 2 R McLean 
61, 3 J Adams 65. Magic 
twos R Burke.

Fixtures: Saturday No-
vember 18. A special event 
celebrating 125 years of 
golf at Corrie. Can all guest 
teams and participating 
club members please be 
available for a 1pm shotgun 
start. Draw at 12.30pm.

Fixture: Monday No-
vember 20, Monday Cup, 
12noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday November 12, 
Glenburn Cup. As the front 
nine was closed, due, again, 
to the weather, the back 
nine was played twice. 
1 Paul Cowan 71-5=66, 
2 Lee Dutton 87-20=67. 
Scratch Paul Cowan 71. 
Magic twos Ian Bremner 
@16th.

Fixtures: Sunday Novem-
ber 19, Game with Whiting 
Bay at Whiting Bay. Thurs-
day November 23, Yellow 
Medal, ballot at 11am.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday November 12, 12-
hole medal and Winter 
Cup, 15 played. 1st Class: 1 
A Kerr 47-7=40, 2 P Betley 
48-5=43, 3 J Faulkner 49-
5=44. Scratch A Kerr 47. 
2nd Class 1 R Betley 59-
16=43 BIH, 2 Glen Stew-
art 57-14=43, 3 L Jones 52-
8=44. Magic twos P Betley, 

Q Oliver, B Sherwood, G 
Stewart and J Faulkner.

Sunday November 19 Jim 
Allison Trophy, 1 pm. Sat-
urday November 25, Alan 
Bannatyne Quaich and 
Lochranza match, 1.30pm.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday November 8, 
12-hole Stableford. The 
winner with 24pts was R 
Mccrae, who also had the 
only magic two. Well done 
Bob.

Sunday November 12, 
Brandon Qualifi er. 11 

played, NC. 1 Donald 
McKinnie 75-11=64, 2 Da-
vid Hendry 81-14=67 ACB, 
Bob McCrae 75-8=67. 
Scratch Donald McKinnie 
75 ACB.

Fixture: Sunday Novem-
ber 19, Winter Cup.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday November 7, Win-
ter Cup. 1 J Pennycott 79-
13=66, 2 W Kelso 76-9=67, 
3 B Sherwood 83-14=69.

Fixtures: Tuesday No-
vember 21, Winter Cup at 
12noon.

mination and agility in the 
way they approached the 
different routes.

One of the organisers 
said: ‘Thank you to all 
those who helped us at-
tend this event and, in par-
ticular, to the climbing wall 

for opening early for us to 
fi t around the ferry timeta-
ble and to Andy McNamara 
and Nicola Kier from Arran 
Outdoor Centre for accom-
panying us and taking on 
instructor duties during the 
competition.’

Bridge results
The results of the Arran 
Bridge Club aggregate 
competition played at 
Brodick on Thursday 
November 9, were as 
follows; N/S: 1 Fiona 
and David Henderson, 
2 Douglas Hamilton 
and Tricia Martin, 
3 Gege Kroner and 
Alison Bilsland. E/W: 
1 Janie Maclure and 
Anne McKelvie, 2 Jean 
Barclay and Elizabeth 
McKellar, 3 Brenda 
Livingstone and Pat 
Adamson.

The results of the 
match points competition 
played at Lamlash on 
Monday November 
13, were as follows: 1 
Tricia Martin and David 
Campbell, 2 Margaret 
MacGill and Elizabeth 
McKellar, 3= Alison 
Bilsland and Jennifer 
McArthur, 3= Jan and 
John Beattie.

SHAW - Stephen David, 
sadly passed away on 8th 
November 2017 aged 62, 
husband of Violet, father of 
Fergus and David, beloved 
son of Margaret and Vic and 
brother of Kathryn and Helen. 
Cremation at Dreghorn, 
Friday 24th November, 
11.00am Family fl owers only, 
donations to the Beatson 
Hospital.
WALKER - Howard, died 
Monday 13th November 
surrounded by family. 
Dearly loved husband to 
Rosemary for 61 years and 
much loved dad, grand-
dad and great-grand-dad. 
No funeral due to Howard’s 
wishes to leave body to 
medical science.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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High school campus is tops for sporting achievement

Campus faculty members and young sports ambassadors celebrate their achievement. 

For the second year run-
ning, the Arran High 
School campus has been 
awarded the North Ayrshire 
Council community sport 
award for school sport.

The award highlights the 
excellent work of staff, stu-
dents, parents as well as 
the links with communi-
ty clubs in providing high 
quality opportunities at the 
school, through participa-
tion, leadership and com-
petition in sport.

Promoting
Participation of young 

people in at least one phys-
ical activity across the cam-
pus last session reached 
more than 80 per cent in 
the high school and more 
than 70 per cent in Lamlash 
primary, with more than a 
third of staff involved in 
delivery, encouraging and 
promoting health and well-
being for all.

The campus current-

ly offers 28 extra-curricu-
lar sports sessions week-
ly. Lunchtime clubs make 
sport accessible to those 
with commitments after 
school.  The school also 
promotes excellent oppor-
tunities for coach develop-
ment, with a clear pathway 
for young leaders who wish 
to coach sport.

Young people from the 
school compete in sporting 
events across North Ayr-
shire and beyond, in events 
such as netball, aquathlon, 
orienteering, cross country, 
badminton, table tennis, 
basketball, athletics, rugby, 
and football.  Many school 
students have had success 
in their chosen sport at re-
gional level and some at 
national level.

Partnership with the Ar-
ran Junior Triathlon Club 
and Triathlon Scotland this 
year led to the creation of 
Arran High School of Sport 

for Triathlon, the fi rst of its 
kind in the country, sup-
ported by Sport Scotland 
Direct Club Investment.  
This funding was award-
ed on the basis of a plan 
for partnership working be-
tween school and commu-
nity club.

This creative planning has 
enabled the school of sport 
to ‘get off the ground’, 
meeting the challenges of 
the remotely rural location, 
providing the opportunity 
for those involved to devel-
op the knowledge and level 
of performance to compete 
and excel in their chosen 
sport.

Head teacher Barry Smith 
said: ‘Our young people al-
ways look for the next chal-
lenge and question the qual-
ity and provision of school 
sport and their sporting op-
portunities.

‘Young sports ambassa-
dors lead the extra-curric-

ular programme and the 
quality of their work has 
been recognised by Sport 
Scotland. We believe our 

collaborative, inclusive, in-
tegrated partnership work-
ing through sport, provides 
exceptional experiences 

for young people to devel-
op the mindset and ability 
to achieve their ‘personal 
best’ in all aspects of life.’

Arran Ladies lose out to
impressive Uddingston

Arran Ladies travelled to 
Uddingston with a squad 
of 13 players knowing that 
it would be a challenging 
match - taking on an un-
defeated Uddingston on 
their home turf. And while 
the game ended in a defeat 
for the Arran Ladies good 
defensive play prevent-
ed a rout, with the opposi-
tion only managing to score 
once in the second half.

Arran won the pass back 
but very quickly found 
themselves in trouble.  The 
new pitch bounced the ball 
like a tennis ball instead of 
a hockey one, which lost 

Sweeper Cat Galbraith blasts the ball from Arran’s half of the pitch.

Uddingston Ladies 2s 7
Arran Ladies 2

the Arran Ladies many 
passes. Uddingston how-
ever moved the ball well 
and secured numerous 
short corners. Arran’s de-
fence was scattered and un-
able to feed the ball beyond 
the midfi eld line to the for-
wards.

Chess master
Arran resorted to playing 

a heavily defensive game 
with the forwards having 
to drop back in support. 
Uddingston, whose coach 
was on the sidelines mov-
ing his team players like 
a chess master, scored six 
goals but, undeterred, in 
the last minutes of the fi rst 
half, a desperate push for-
ward from the Arran for-

wards resulted in a short 
corner, with Mia Walker 
delivering a well-executed 
reverse stick sweep into the 
Uddingston goal.

This lifted the spirits of 
the Arran players and in the 
second half Arran secured 
another goal fi red in by 
Captain Anne Watts. Ud-
dingston also only scored  
once in the second half to 
make the fi nal score 7-2 to 
the home side.

Uddingston awarded vice 
captain Lorraine Hewie 
dame of the game.  Arran 
Ladies would like to thank 
Niall Sturrock and Grace 
Mulholland from the West-
ern Wildcats hockey club 
for umpiring the game.

The Arran Ladies had 
been due to play Stepps at 
home today (Saturday) but 

the game has been post-
poned. It may go ahead 
next Saturday.

Vice captain Lorraine Hewie 
was nominated as dame of 
the game.

Kirsty Barton and Jenny Stark work in tandem during the 
Uddingston game. 
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High school netball team 
jumps into third spot

The Arran netball team who took part in the tournament.

The netball team at Arran 
High School have been cel-
ebrating some recent suc-
cess on the mainland.

They have reached third 
spot in the North Ayr-
shire Active Schools Net-

ball League after the latest 
round of matches last week, 
with star player, Freya Mc-
Nicol, being named play-
er of the match in all three 
games,

The latest fi xtures held on 

Thursday November 9, saw 
seven secondary schools 
from across North Ayrshire 
competing in the match-
es, with the second and fi -
nal round of matches still 
to take place in May next 
year.

Arran celebrated a 5-2 
victory over St Matthew’s 
Academy A and a draw 
with Largs B team. They 
only suffered a single nar-
row defeat to Garnock 
Community College 7-5, 
who sit top of the league.

Arran girls were accom-
panied on the trip by coach 
Ann Beveridge who takes 
the netball after school 
club. She congratulated the 
girls on their accomplish-
ment so far and encouraged 
any secondary girls who 
were interested in netball 
to go along to the week-
ly meeting at 3.45pm on a 
Thursday.

An Arran player watches on as an opposition player 
throws the ball towards the net. 

Arran’s passing skills advance the ball towards their oppositions net. 


