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A new train service will al-
low Arran residents to get 
to Glasgow three hours ear-
lier on a Sunday.

It is being launched on 
December 11 and the new 
Sundays-only service will 
depart Ardrossan Harbour 
at 9.35am having connect-
ed with the 9.15am arriv-
al of the MV Caledonian 
Isles service from Brodick. 
It will arrive in Glasgow at 
10.17am. 

Previously, the fi rst ar-
rival into Glasgow Cen-
tral on a Sunday wasn’t un-
til 1.18pm. The new service 
means Arran residents will 
be able to enjoy a full day 
shopping or sightseeing in 
Glasgow on a Sunday for 
the fi rst time. 

Islanders had already de-
cided to give up the late 
crossing on a Saturday for 
an earlier service on a Sun-
day for the duration of the 
winter timetable.

Cathy Craig of ScotRail  
said: ‘This new service will 
open up more leisure op-
portunities for Arran cus-
tomers and those along the 
route – three hours extra 
to spend with family and 
friends, shopping, going to 
the theatre or onwards to 
other destinations.’

CalMac’s director of op-
erations Drew Collier said: 
‘We are dedicated to listen-
ing to the communities we 
support so we can provide 
lifeline services that best 
suit their needs.’

A petition has been launched 
demanding an inquiry into 
the dismissal of staff at  
Montrose House care home.

More than 300 signatures 
have been gathered for the 
petition which was started 
by the Church of Scotland.

The kirk sessions of the 
joint parishes of North Ar-
ran have all agreed to sup-
port the petition which will 
be sent to North Ayrshire 
Council’s chief executive 
Elma Murray demanding an 
independent investigation 
into the treatment of fi ve 

senior members of staff at 
the new care home which 
only offi cially opened in 
June last year. 

The petition is now avail-
able to sign in the church-
es of Brodick, Corrie, Loch-
ranza, Pirnmill and Shiskine, 
as well as in shops and com-
munity halls across the north 
of the island.

It comes after fi ve staff at 
the new Montrose House 
and the Stronach Day Care 
Centre were suspend-
ed more than six months 
ago. Three have since been 
sacked while two others re-
main suspended. All had 
previously worked at the 
former care home, most for 

a number of years. In an 
open letter to the chief ex-
ecutive, the churches state: 
‘The sense of deep injustice 
at the way in which those in 
senior management within 
North Ayrshire Council han-
dled this unfortunate situa-
tion has continued to cause 
widespread anger within the 
Arran community. There-
fore we the undersigned of-
fi ce-bearers and members 
of the fi ve congregations 
write to you as chief exec-
utive calling for an inquiry 
into what has occurred at 
Montrose House to be in-
dependently investigated by 
a panel of North Ayrshire 
councillors. This appeal for 

such a course of action to  
be taken is strengthened by 
the support of the under-
signed parishioners of the 
Church of Scotland parish-
es of North Arran and other 
concerned Arran residents.’

The Church of Scotland 
fi rst became involved in 
the staff dispute back in 
July when Montrose House 
chaplain, the Rev Angus 
Adamson, wrote to Arran 
councillor John Bruce rais-
ing concerns about the sit-
uation regarding the fi ve 
senior staff being almost si-
multaneously suspended 
from their duties and the 
manner in which their cas-
es were being dealt with by 

the council. The open let-
ter states that the matter 
was subsequently raised by 
Councillor Bruce with Da-
vid Rowland, head of ser-
vice for health and commu-
nity care.

But  it goes on: ‘Since that 
time the situation has only 
worsened. The treatment of 
the staff members concerned 
by North Ayrshire Council 
continued in an even more 
aggressively unfair manner, 
fi nally resulting in the dis-
missal of three of them and, to 
date, the continuing suspen-
sion, after some six months, 
of the other two.’

The petition is available at 
Continued on page three.

Inquiry demanded into 
staff fired at care home

REPORT
by HUGH BOAG

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The gold 
standard

Sunday 
boost for 
travellers

Two Arran schools have 
struck gold with a top 
honour. The Lamlash 
campus comprising 
Lamlash Primary and 
Arran High schools 
has received the 
highest accolade from 
sportscotland with its 
gold award, making it the 
� rst campus in Scotland 
to receive the honour. Full 
story and more pictures 
on page 19. Pictured are 
the high school pupils 
receiving the award 
from Barry Fleeting of 
sportscotland. 01_B46gold04

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Peel Ports pledges investment as campaign is 
launched to keep ferry service at Ardrossan

Doug Coleman from Peel Ports has pledged investment in Ardrossan. 
01_A46ardrossan02

The owners of Ardrossan har-
bour have pledged a multi-
million-pound investment if 
the government gives a long-
term commitment to keep the 
Arran ferry at the port.

It came as an offi cial cam-
paign was launched to keep 
the current ferry route with 
a show of support from both 
sides of the crossing.

The newly appointed project 
director for the redevelopment 
of Ardrossan harbour, Doug 
Coleman, of Peel Ports, came 
to Arran on Monday. 

Speaking in Brodick, he said: 
‘A decision from the govern-
ment to make a long-term com-
mitment to maintain the Arran 
ferry at Ardrossan will enable 
Peel Ports to commit a mul-
ti-million-pound investment 
package at the harbour.’

Mr Coleman has just com-
pleted a similar role at the 
fi ve-year, £400million Liver-
pool 2 project on the River 
Mersey, the UK’s biggest port 
development in recent years. 

He added: ‘The Ardrossan to 
Arran ferry route is a very im-
portant strategic priority for 
Peel Ports and we have com-
mitted signifi cant resources to 
ensure we refl ect the route’s 
lifeline nature for both Arran 
and Ardrossan.’  

Members of the public 
joined local organisations and 
businesses to demonstrate the 
fi erce level of backing – on 
both Arran and the mainland – 
for the retention of the route.

The campaign has launched 
under the name of Keep it A to 
B – Ardrossan to Brodick and 
encourages supporters to use 
the hashtag #SaveOurFerry 

island by the Arran Economic 
Group and VisitArran.

Council leader Joe Cullinane 
said at the launch on Monday: 
‘Although the campaign has 
only offi cially launched to-
day, we’ve already been over-
whelmed by support from 
both sides of the crossing 
for keeping the Ardrossan to 
Brodick route.

‘The level of support shown 
today demonstrates that those 
who use the route want it to 
continue on its current cross-
ing. They don’t want a slow-
er, longer and more expensive 
journey with fewer crossings.

‘Passengers, businesses, local 
organisations and residents – 
both on the mainland and on 
Arran – have told us they want 
to keep the shortest, fastest 
and cheapest route, and that is 
Ardrossan to Brodick.

‘The case for Troon makes no 

on social media. The cam-
paign launch comes just 
days after Transport Minis-
ter Humza Yousaf announced 
an independent study of the 
Arran ferry service, as re-
ported in last week’s Banner,
taking into account the local 
social and economic benefi ts, 
the impact on public spending 
and the needs of ferry users. 

That followed an announce-
ment from Associated British 
Ports that it wanted to take the 
service from Ardrossan and 
operate it from Troon.

The Keep it A to B campaign 
highlights the case for retain-
ing the ferry route, which has 
operated between Ardrossan 
and Brodick for almost 180 
years.

The campaign has backing 
from Ardrossan ferry terminal 
operators Peel Ports, North 
Ayrshire Council and on the 

REPORT
by HUGH BOAG

editor@arranbanner.co.uk



Continued from page one. 
all fi ve churches which, with the exception 
of Corrie, are open every day. The petition is 
on the door of Corrie Church and is also be-
ing circulated at coffee mornings and other 
events. It will be sent to the chief executive 
before the end of the month.

The Banner fi rst asked for a statement on 
the situation in September and when we 
asked again on Wednesday we were given 
the same response.

A North Ayrshire Council spokesman said: 
‘Our ambition for Montrose House and Stro-
nach Day Care Centre is to achieve the high-
est possible level of care for our residents.

‘When we appointed our new manager to 
take over Montrose House earlier this year, 
we set out our priorities to allow the facility 
to fulfi l its potential.

‘While we are unable to comment on in-
dividual members of staff, we would like to 
reassure families that our residents are our 
number one priority and their care is of para-
mount importance.’

Inquiry urged 
into staff fi red 
at care home

Arran Banner, Saturday 12 November, 2016  www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS    3

Peel Ports pledges investment as campaign is 
launched to keep ferry service at Ardrossan

The launch of the 
Save Our Ferry 
campaign brought 
smiles but the 
message is very 
serious. 01_A46ardrossan01

The campaign launch came 
days before a full meeting 
of North Ayrshire Council 
where Councillor Cullinane 
tabled a motion, noting with 
regret the ‘divisive and op-
portunistic’ bid by Associat-
ed British Ports to replace the 
long-established Ardrossan-
Brodick route with a longer, 
slower and more expensive 
crossing from Troon. 

In a demonstration of the 
cross-party support for the 
Ardrossan to Brodick route, 
Willie Gibson, the SNP leader 
of the main opposition group 
on the council, seconded the 
motion.

most viable and will ultim-
ately serve the Arran commu-
nity more effectively in the 
long term than the alternative 
route proposed at Troon.  

‘This is borne out by a re-
cent survey undertaken by the 
Business Gateway, with initial 
results showing strong sup-
port for the route to Arran re-
maining at Ardrossan.’

The launch then moved to 
the mainland where repre-
sentatives of local organisa-
tions and businesses gathered 
at Ardros san ferry terminal to 
show the wide level of back-
ing for the crossing on the 
mainland side.

sense – but the case for keeping 
the Arran ferry sailing from Ar-
drossan is irresistible.’

The Keep it A to B cam-
paign will highlight the social, 
moral, economic and environ-
mental case for retaining the 
current route.

The campaign was launched 
at Arran’s Brodick ferry ter-
minal with support from 
members of the public, local 
organisations and businesses.

Tom Tracey, chairman of 
the Arran Economic Group, 
said: ‘We are confi dent that 
the study being undertaken by 
Transport Scotland will prove 
that the Ardrossan route is the 

island by the Arran Economic 
Group and VisitArran.

Council leader Joe Cullinane 
said at the launch on Monday: 
‘Although the campaign has 
only offi cially launched to-
day, we’ve already been over-
whelmed by support from 
both sides of the crossing 
for keeping the Ardrossan to 
Brodick route.

‘The level of support shown 
today demonstrates that those 
who use the route want it to 
continue on its current cross-
ing. They don’t want a slow-
er, longer and more expensive 
journey with fewer crossings.

‘Passengers, businesses, local 
organisations and residents – 
both on the mainland and on 
Arran – have told us they want 
to keep the shortest, fastest 
and cheapest route, and that is 
Ardrossan to Brodick.

‘The case for Troon makes no 
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

JOHN
ROBERTSON 
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ
Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243

Mob: 07799640214
Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

SERVICED 
PLOTS 

AVAILABLE
From Planning
to Completion

Joiners Ltd

Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com
TOP SOIL FOR SALE 

Our Heritage Collection features Harris Tweed and Tartan 
products and our Prestige Collection luxurious leather bags. 
Every bag is designed and made in Scotland.
Delivery is free in the UK.
www.dunmorescotland.com / t: 01968 660078

Stylish and elegant gifts for Christmas ...

Inspired, designed & made in Scotland

Time is running out for 
the Paterson brothers fac-
ing eviction from their farm 
home.

Despite fresh mediation 
talks the tenant farmers are 
still facing the very real 
threat of eviction on No-
vember 28.

And this week they were 
left with no choice but to 
try to make alternative ar-
rangements, not only to fi nd 
themselves somewhere to 
stay, but also to fi nd a new 
home for the farm animals 
and pets. But they have 
vowed to keep fi ghting un-
til the day of the eviction.

Glenree has been home 
to John Paterson his broth-
er Ian and parents Pauline 
and Jim for 22 years. But in 
a complex case they are be-
ing evicted having lost their 
security of tenure as a result 
of the infamous Salvesen 
Riddell court ruling. 

As a result, Arran Estates 
has taken the chance to re-
claim vacant possession 
and has served the evic-
tion order which comes into 
effect in two weeks.

The brothers and their 
lawyers are due to meet 
with Arran Estates for me-

Paterson brothers fight on 
as eviction day looms closer

diation talks in Edinburgh 
next Thursday but that is 
only being seen as a day to 
‘broker a deal’ over the sale 
of the assets of the farm 
which the family have con-
siderably improved during 
the past 22 years.

They are also back at the 
Court of Session next week 
for the fi nal day of a hearing 
in which they and six other 
Scottish tenant farmers are 
seeking compensation from 
the Scottish Government 
for historic legislative mis-
takes. But even if the farm-
ers win, it could take up to 
nine months for any com-
pensation to be paid.

Any payout could help the 
Paterson brothers start up 
a new farm which Ian said 
he would be ‘100 per cent’ 
committed to on the island.

He said: ‘Arran has al-
ways been my home and I 
would dearly love to stay 
here. All my friends are here 
and I don’t want to leave. 
But at the moment we will 
be evicted on November 28 
and the landowner has told 
us there will be no new ten-
ancy agreement, but we in-
tend to fi ght on.

‘However, we have had to 

make alternative arrange-
ments. If the eviction goes 
ahead our sheep will be 
looked after by our brother 
who has a farm in Galston. 
I also have to fi nd a home 
for my 78 breeding falcons 
which can go to a friend in 
Dumfries.’ But he said he 
will lose a whole breeding 
season, as they are extreme-
ly sensitive to their envi-
ronment, costing him a lot 
of potential income.

‘We are literally packing 
up our worldly possessions. 
It is very upsetting.’

If evicted, they will be 
forced to move back to the 
mainland where they have a 
small house in Ayrshire but 
they will have no room for 
a lot of their possessions or 
family pets which they will 
have to fi nd new homes for.

Brother John added: ‘We 
have a farm sale booked 
for November 24 and 
everything will be gone af-
ter that, including a life-
time’s work.

Mum Pauline added: ‘It 
was ironic watching Elaine 
C Smith on Arran talking 
about the clearances on Ar-
ran on TV last week. That 
is what is happening to us 

John and Ian Paterson in front of the falcon breeding facility at the farm.           
01_A46farm01

today. The Scottish Gov-
ernment could still step in. 
There is nothing stopping 
it. It was originally sym-
pathetic but because of the 
court case, the shutters have 
come down,’ Ian added.

Tenant farmers, includ-
ing the Patersons and others 
from Arran, had a meeting 
with MSPs at Holyrood last 
week and this week it was 
hoped that an emergency 
bill could be put forward to 
stop all evictions until the 

court ruling. However, any 
move would be unlikely to 
get the cross-party support 
which would be required 
for legislation to be passed.

Government sources also 
pointed out that both the Ag-
ricultural Holdings Act and 

the ‘fi x’ a decade later were 
fl awed and so they are reluc-
tant to legislate quickly in 
case it – again – leads to un-
intended consequences.

As a result, the Patersons 
need a solution now, or it 
will be too late.
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Santa’s Sparkle has become 
an island institution but this 
year’s event will be the last 
one. 

As a result, the organisers 
are pulling out all the stops 
to make the seventh event  
the biggest and best one yet.  

Saturday November 26 is 
the date for your diary, plus 
this year there will be a spe-
cial kick-off party on the 
Friday evening.

This year the event is be-
ing produced by The Glen-
isle Hotel, The Lamlash 
Bay Hotel, the Pierhead 
Tavern and the Drift Inn 
and will take place through-
out Lamlash. 

It will be an event-packed 
day which will include 
Santa’s parade, the Sparkle 
cheerleaders and live mu-
sic.

The fun starts at noon with 
the arrival of Santa at the 
pier and organisers will be 
hoping for better weather 
after last year’s event was 
hit by heavy rain. 

There will be events you 
can join, such as the talent 
showcase, colour run, San-
ta’s disco and the Friday 
evening kick-off party. 

There will also be fun ac-
tivities for children, such as 
story-telling with songs and 
games, cupcake decorating, 
gift-making and games such 
as an egg-and- spoon race 
and a three-legged race. 

Favourites will be back 
such as the Christmas mar-
ket and the lighting of 
the Lamlash communi-

Organisers promise one final 
spectacular Santa’s Sparkle 

Wonderful programme 
set for biggest and best 
festive island event
ty Christmas tree ahead of 
the switch on of Glenisle 
Christmas tree, featuring 
sound, light and fi reworks 
and which promises to be 
even more spectacular than 
ever with a few great sur-
prises thrown in.

Sign up in advance to join 
in these wonderful events:

Musical talent 
showcase 
This is your chance to be 
a star. Just sign up to enter 
the great showcase of talent 
competition, which is being 
held at the Pierhead Tavern, 
in one of the following cat-
egories – young musician 
(fi ve to 13 years old), teen-
age talent (13 to 19 years 
old), and adults entertainer.

Entry has been extend-
ed to November 20 so en-
ter now to make sure that 
you don’t miss your chance.  
Entry forms at: www.thep-
ht.co.uk

The Arran 
colour run
What is a colour run? You 
will have seen this on TV 
but may not have noticed.  
Runners sign up for a short 
run across Lamlash Green 

while the spectators shower 
them with brightly coloured 
powder. 

It’s like running through a 
fabulous rainbow. 

The colours are complete-
ly safe and will be on sale 
for £1 on the day. 

It costs just £5 to run and 
places are limited so regis-
ter now at www.glenisleho-
tel.com/santa

The Christmas 
market
The Christmas Market is 
one of the biggest draws 
at Santa’s Sparkle. If you 
would like to join in and 
sell your wares just contact 
the Glenisle Hotel for an 
application form.

Stewards 
wanted
A wonderful way to be-
come part of Santa’s Spar-
kle is to volunteer to be a 
steward. 

Stewards do shifts of two 
to three hours only and are 
there to answer questions 
and help keep the public 
safe. If you would like to 
volunteer contact the Glen-
isle Hotel.

A young girl meets Santa at last year’s ‘Sparkle’. 01_A46sparkle01
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Brodick Library, which 
regularly exhibits works 
by local artists, is current-
ly hosting an exhibition by 
printmakers Steven De-
visme and Manuela de los 
Rios. 

Stephen and Manuela 
studied printmaking at the 
Art School of Cadiz in 2013 
and have complemented 
their training with special-
ised short courses such as 
photolithography with Fa-
tima Conesa, chine-collé 
at the East London Print-

The annual Save the Chil-
dren Christmas Fair attract-
ed a good crowd to Brodick 
Hall on Saturday morning.

As always the baking stall 
was the most popular, along 
with the tombola and raf-
fl e stalls. Christmas cards, 
books, jewellery and handi-
craft work was all for sale, 
and the ladies running the 
cafe were busy selling teas 
and coffee as well as soup 
and sandwiches. 

The event raised an excel-
lent £1,411.90 and the win-
ner of the annual quiz was 
Marion Melvin of Corrie, 
who picked up the £30 prize.

makers workshops and art-
ist bookmaking at the Mai-
son des Arts of Evreux, in 
France.

They moved from Cadiz 
to Arran in 2015 with their 
three children, attracted by 
the island’s environment 
and its community. 

In August this year they 
took part in the Arran Open 
Studios, showing visitors 
how they produce different 
types of prints using their 
Polymetaal press. 

They enjoy sharing their 

Printmaking display at Brodick library
experience and love for 
this medium with interested 
children or adults.

They create prints and 
drawings to capture special 
moments or emotions, of-
ten connected to the sea and 
shaped by social and politi-
cal landscapes. 

Island bestiary captures 
some of Arran’s creatures 
and character through lin-
ocuts and woodcuts. They 
also create etchings, sten-
cils and illustrations.

The print exhibition will 

be on display for the rest of 
the month. In addition, the 
duo will also be running a 
print-making workshop in 
the library on Saturday No-
vember 19 from 2pm to 
5pm, which is an exciting 
opportunity to learn a new 
art skill and anyone inter-
ested should contact the li-
brary on 302835.

In December the Provost 
Christmas card competition 
winning entries will be dis-
played in the library exhibi-
tion space.

Margaret Auld and Vivienne Haigh are all smiles at the ra�  e stall. 01_A46save02

Save the 
Children 
festive fair

The tomobola does a roaring trade. 01_A46save05

Left: Irene Rollo 
and Elizabeth 
McKeller at the 
baking stall. 
01_A46save03

ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY

AD LIBITUM
ACCLAIMED INSTRUMENTALISTS GJORDJE 

AND ANDREA GAJIC

SATURDAY, 19TH NOVEMBER, 7.30 PM
IN BRODICK HALL

(Seating in café style, BYOB)

TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE. 
(STUDENTS & CHILDREN PLUS ONE 

ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)
 Tickets on door, or advance booking:  

Inspirations of Arran &
www.arranevents.com
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mctears.co.uk Meiklewood Gate | 31 Meiklewood Road | Glasgow G51 4EU

What 
did we 
discover?

What will we discover?

McTear’s Valuers will be on Arran on 21st and 22nd 
November. If you have items you would like valued 
please call Magda Ketterer on 0141 810 2880 or email 
magda@mctears.co.uk to arrange a complimentary 
home visit.

McTear’s is Scotland’s only auction house to hold regular, 
dedicated auctions of silver, ceramics and glass, Asian works 
of art, jewellery, watches, coins, whisky and wine, Scottish 
pictures, Scottish contemporary art, clocks and instruments, 
furniture, militaria and works of art. Every auction, displayed 
in the purpose built Glasgow Auction Galleries, is held 
concurrently live online, on a platform that last year had six 
million unique visitors, placing over four million bids from one 
hundred and twenty countries worldwide. Whether buying or 
selling, McTear’s range of specialist auctions offers a service 
unrivalled in Scotland.

Indian white metal three piece 
tea service - £440

Gentleman’s fourteen carat gold 
ring - £220

Victorian silver tray - £340

Cased Elizabeth ii gold proof five 
pound coin - £850

Chinese bronze foe dog - £3400

Glen Grant 21 year old - £360

Hermitage 1994 Domaine Jean 
Louis Chave - £500

Early Victorian brass bound teak 
campaign chest - £900

Gentleman’s art deco rolled gold 
Rolex wristwatch - £650

An 11-year-old female cat 
has been reunited with her 
owner after she went miss-
ing more than eight months 
ago and was found 11 miles 
away on the opposite side 
of the island. 

Dawn MacAlister, of 
Blackwaterfoot, was dev-

Fireworks light up the 
night sky in Brodick on 
Saturday and, around 
the island, other villages 
also held Guy Fawkes 
night bon� res and 
� reworks displays. 
One of the biggest 
bon� res was in 
Blackwaterfoot, which 
attracted a healthy 
crowd, as did the other 
events around the 
island, although those 
turning out had to wrap 
up warmly. 01_A46bon� re01

Dawn MacAlister and Spizz are reunited at their 
home in Blackwaterfoot. 01_B45spizz01

Cat reunited with owner after 
eight-month epic journey

astated when Spizz, whom 
she adopted from the Cats 
Protection League along 
with her brother Sammy, 
went missing at the end of 
February this year. 

Searches
Being hopeful of fi nd-

ing her again, she conduct-

ed searches in the area and 
posted lost notices around 
the village as well as plac-
ing an advert in the Banner, 
but Spizz was nowhere to 
be found. 

The searching continued 
for months and, just as all 
hope was fading, and Dawn 

was feeling particularly low 
because one of her horses 
was ill, a call from out of 
the blue gave her hope that 
Spizz might still be alive. 

A friend of Dawn’s had 
seen a photo on Instagram 
of a stray cat that had vis-
ited a family in Strathwhil-
lan which looked remarka-
bly like Spizz. 

After making contact with 
the family, Dawn instantly 
recognised the cat as her 
missing companion who 
had disappeared more than  
eight months ago. 

Delighted
A reunion was arranged 

and Spizz was visibly de-
lighted to see Dawn again 
after an eight-month break 
and an 11-mile journey. 

Dawn said: ‘It’s a remark-
able story because her re-
turn coincided with a sad 
day for me. I am delighted 
to have her back home and 
reunited with her brother 
Sammy.’   

Bonfi re night in Brodick



like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints 
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and maga-
zines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Appraisal of 
the facts
Sir,
Much of the recent publici-
ty has been concerned with 
the effects on Ardrossan if 
the Arran service was re-
located to Troon, but it is 
worth keeping in mind that 
the issue of service unreli-
ability is what affects the 
economy of the island (pop 
app. 5,000).

No-one is disputing the 
convenience of onward 
travel from Ardrossan, 
but it is of little advantage 
when the ferry cannot ac-
cess the port. We are all fa-
miliar with the announce-
ment ‘the ferry will depart 
for Ardrossan but berthing 
is not guaranteed and if un-
able to berth it will return to 
Brodick’.

Contrary to what has been 
stated elsewhere, Troon, 
unlike Ardrossan, has a 
north facing harbour en-
trance which is sheltered 
from the prevailing south-
erlies giving relatively easy 
access when the same con-
ditions make Ardrossan dif-
fi cult. For those who re-
quire ‘evidence’ this is the 
case, I strongly recommend 
that on the next occasion 
when the ferry is storm-
bound in Brodick with a 
southerly gale, they should 
visit Troon to see for them-
selves: i.e. for those not 
stranded on Arran.

The ferry journey to Troon 
would be longer, but could 
be reduced by faster ferries, 
and a shuttle bus is required 
to the sheltered station 
which has a more frequent 
service to Glasgow. 

The advantage in ser-
vice reliability to the island 
could be considerable, both 
in terms of avoiding un-
necessary overnight stays 
and making tourist winter 
breaks more attractive.

The obvious alternative 
is to carry out major civil 

works to make the approach 
to Ardrossan harbour saf-
er in southerlies and enable 
the other advantages of the 
port to be realised. New fer-
ries will not affect the posi-
tion, we have been that way 
before! Unless this is done, 
Ardrossan will remain un-
suitable for reliable year 
round car ferry services 
and the advantages from in-
vestment in new ferries and 
Brodick terminal will have 
little effect on reliability. 

The on-shore facilities 
proposed for Troon are un-
likely to cost as much as the 
necessary civil works to Ar-
drossan, so the overall out-
lay would be less. It may 
well be harbour dues would 
also be less. What are the 
present annual payments 
for Ardrossan? The direct 
employment situation for  
Ardrossan terminal staff 
need not change if person-
nel transport was provid-
ed to Troon.  It would be a 
welcome change to have an 
appraisal of the facts, with 
the emphasis on the needs 
of the island rather than 
misleading information and 
‘knee jerk’ reactions.

Yours,
Robert Kerr
Lochranza

Keeping to 
schedule
Sir 
A lot has been said this last 
few weeks about the ser-
vice, lack of service or just 
about anything else current 
with our main ferry.

Some readers may re-
member my letter in August 
about the bus to meet the 
last boat one evening left 
prior to arrival of the fer-
ry. I contacted both CalMac 
and Stagecoach as to why 
this had happened and the 
reply from Stagecoach was 
that they were informed by 
a member of CalMac’s staff 
that the ferry was 40 min-
utes late and as they’re con-

tracted to wait up to 31 
minutes before sending the 
buses out on their sched-
uled routes the decision 
was to instruct their drivers 
to leave. Fair enough. I was 
also informed there was 
a shortage of drivers that 
evening so it wasn’t possi-
ble to run extra buses later, 
Again fair enough.

The reason CalMac gave 
for  the ferry being late was 
‘weather conditions and 
volume of traffi c’. I con-
tacted CalMac asking them 
why, if foot passengers 
had to be onboard 10 min-
utes before sailing, were 
car drivers exempt, as obvi-
ously, if the ferry was run-
ning 40 minutes late be-
cause of volume of traffi c, 
this 10-minute rule was out 
the window. Yes, the Isle 
of Arran was sheltering in 
Troon, poor old girl was 
poorly and not allowed out 
in anything stronger than a 
zephre, hence the volume 
of traffi c and the weath-
er being to blame. I hope 
the ship repairers in Aber-
deen have sorted that prob-
lem out or it’s going to be 
a right miserable couple of 
weeks next year when ‘Ca-
lamity Isles’ is in for her an-
nual docking.

But I digress, one of my 
comments to CalMac was 
sailing to schedule, car 
drivers have to be avail-
able for loading 30 min-
utes prior to sailing and 
personally think that the 
Chief Offi cer and his team 
do a sterling job of loading 
in the 10 to 15 minutes al-
lowed for loading. Any car, 
booked or unbooked should 
not be allowed to board af-
ter the scheduled departure 
time, this would make driv-
ers pull their fi ngers out and 
follow instructions. CalMac 
were a little slow when 16 
unbooked cars were left be-
hind when there was space 
for them (see photo on page 
2 of last week’s Banner), 
they quoted ‘human er-

ror’, they should have said 
the ferry left on time and as 
these cars were unbooked 
they weren’t loaded to al-
low time for safety checks 
to be carried out.  Anyway, 
we all know that it is pol-
icy to book for any sailing 
whether we think the boat is 
going to be empty or not, so 
keep to schedule CalMac, 
ensure budding drivers are 
really aware of the neces-
sity to plan ahead, book 
ahead then they’ll get on to 
the island, or off if they re-
ally must.

Yours
John Lawson
Catacol

Democratic 
option
Sir,
I have lived on Arran for six 
years and it has sometimes 
felt that every other week 
the Banner has published a 
letter complaining about the 
ferry service between Brod-
ick and Ardrossan. 

Now thanks to Associat-
ed British Ports (ABP) we 
have what appears to be a 
credible alternative to Ar-
drossan in the shape of the 
port of Troon. However 
many people and organisa-
tions who purport to speak 
for the population of Arran 
are of the opinion that the 
choice of Ardrossan is a ‘no 
brainer’.

The port of Ardrossan 
owners who appear to have 
been receiving regular pay-
ments from CalMac whilst 
not making any noticea-
ble investment tell us that if 
the status quo is maintained 
they will consider making a 
multi-million pound invest-
ment. Sound familiar?

I wonder if the fashion-
able solution of a referen-
dum for Arran residents 
may offer a democratic op-
tion as a way forward.

Yours,
Philip Millard
Kildonan

‘Many peoples will come and say, Come, let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God 
of Jacob. He will judge between the nations and will 
settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their 
swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, 
nor will they train for war any more.’ (Isaiah 2: 3-4)

Inquiry urgently needed
There is an old adage that the church and politics 
don’t mix. 

But this week we applaud the Church of Scotland 
for taking a fi rm stance on a matter which it clearly 
has deep concerns about.

The suspension of fi ve senior members of staff at 
Montrose House and the subsequent sacking of three 
of them is a serious matter indeed. So it was only right 
when concerns were brought to the care home chap-
lain, the Rev Angus Adamson, that he should take 
them up with the authorities.

This he did without fuss or fanfare. What happened? 
Very little it seems. 

We can only imagine his frustration and when fur-
ther allegations were made to him about ‘this unfor-
tunate situation’.

Concerns about the situation had by now reached the 
wider Arran community. Mr Adamson felt he had to 
act again. He did so by telling the kirk session of each 
of the fi ve churches which make up the North Arran 
Linkage some of his concerns. Again without any-
thing being said in public.

Only now with the unanimous support of the con-
gregations of Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, Pirnmill 
and Shiskine has Mr Adamson gone public and, even 
before the petitions are sent to the council, it is time 
for the authorities to act.

This matter must be independently investigated as a 
matter of urgency. 

The people of Arran have a great love for and affi n-
ity with Montrose House. 

For the sake of the residents and everyone involved 
with the care home, that cannot be allowed to be 
diminished.
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Club draw
The winner of Lamlash Im-
provements 50-50 Club Oc-
tober draw was Mary Deas 
who won £100.

Well-known Glasgow band 
The Mighty Sparrahawk 
were on Arran last week to 
write their new album. 

The band are also known 
for its support of Scottish and 
Glaswegian causes. In 2013 
they released a CD called 
Tom Weir which raised funds 
for the Tom Weir Memorial 
Fund which campaigned for 
a statue to honour the legend-
ary Scottish climber, author 
and broadcaster. The statue 

The Garden Club welcomed 
Pippa Downing to their Oc-
tober evening.

Pippa gave them an ex-
cellent presentation 
about the Arran Com-
munity Land Initiative 
in Whiting Bay. 

She explained about how it 
was established in 2013 with 
the aim of advancing educa-
tion, training, skills and to 
advance public participa-

Dutch Rukowski and 
Khris Beattie of The 
Mighty Sparrahawk 
spent time on Arran last 
week writing their third 
album. 01_B45sparrahawk01

was unveiled on the shores 
of Loch Lomond in Decem-
ber 2014. 

The founding member 
Dutch Rukowski is also a 
founding member of the Clu-
tha Trust, a music and arts 
charity that raises moneys 
and run concerts and events 
for youth and disadvan-
taged children. Band mem-
ber Khris Beattie is also in-
volved with the Clutha Next 
Generation, which encourag-

tion in recreation. She then 
told us about the purchase of 
the 80 acres of disused farm-
land, the funding and the on-
going plans for the area. 

These included commu-
nity gardens, an apple or-
chard, education involv-
ing local children and 
older students, recreation-
al activities for families, 
young people and adven-
tures and saving the endan-

gered Arran Whitebeam.
The members found it to be 
an enjoyable, informative 
evening and it was rounded 
off with plant of the month, 
a cuppa and the raffl e.

The club meet again on 
Thursday November 24 at 
the Brodick Castle Ranger 
Centre at 7.30pm for our an-
nual meeting and winter so-
cial. New members and visi-
tors welcome.

The carcass of a female 
Minke whale washed up on 
the shore at Whitefarland 
last week. 

The carcass, fi rst sighted 
and reported to the Scottish 
Strandings Scheme at 
Carradale, fl oated across 
the sea and onto the shore 
at Whitefarland where it 
showed signs of having 
become entangled in 
something. 

Arran Ranger Service 

has issued a reminder to 
people of what to do in the 
event of fi nding a dead or 
stranded marine animal. 

Hotline
They can be reported to 

the Scottish Marine animal 
stranding hotline on 07979 
245 893 or 01463 243030. 

Included in the report 
should be a description of 
the animal, the location 
and size of the animal 
as well as the state of it. 

Live strandings can also 
be reported to the Scottish 
SPCA animal hotline 
on 03000 999999 or the 
British Divers Marine 
Life Rescue on 01825 
765546. 

Community land in garden 
club meeting spotlight

Band fl ies in to write their third album

Tha Sabhal Mòr Ostaig a’ tabhann chùrsaichean fo-cheum dha fileantaich 
is luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a cheanglas an cànan le caochladh    
chuspairean a leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na meadhanan agus teagasg. 

Nach tig sibh don àrainneachd bheag, chàirdeil againn far am faigh sibh 
an cothrom a bhith nur pàirt de choimhearsnachd bheòthail na Colaiste, a 
tha a’ tabhann mòran chothroman airson càirdeis, brosnachaidh agus 
ionnsachaidh.

Airson am barrachd fiosrachaidh, rachaibh chun na làraich-lìn againn no 
faodaidh sibh fios a chur chun an Neach-taic Clàraidh againn aig 
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk.

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig offers a range of undergraduate courses available for 
fluent speakers and learners of Gaelic which combine the language with a 
choice of subjects including traditional music, media studies and education.

Come and join us in our small, friendly campus where you will be part of a 
vibrant and diverse community that offers friendship, encouragement and 
learning.

For further information please visit our website or contact our admissions 
officer on the details below:

CHOOSE.  LEARN.  DEVELOP.

ROGHNAICH.  IONNSAICH.  LEASAICH.

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK +44 (0) 1471 888 000 iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

es young people from disad-
vantaged backgrounds to be-
come involved in music.

The Mighty Sparrahawk 
have been a resident band 
at the Clutha since 2003 so 
Khris, also known as Fro-
dovskee, was deeply affected 
by the tragedy in November 
2013 when a police helicop-
ter crashed into the Clutha 
Vaults in Glasgow.The band 
still regularly plays at the re-
opened venue.  

The band stayed in Corrie-
cravie during their visit while 
writing and recording their 
third album, and they also 
performed an acoustic set at 
the Pierhead Tavern in Lam-
lash.

Whale washes up on shore at 
Whitefarland
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Left: Max Doubleday 
received an Oxfam 
youth ambassador 
award. 01_B46DOE04

Katherine Mowatt receives her bronze award. 01_
B46DOE06

Thomas Mowatt receives a certi� cate and pin for 
his DOE diamond challenge. 01_B46DOE08

Lizzie Mowatt receives her Level 1 coaching certi� -
cate from centre manager Ian Staples. 01_B46DOE10

The Duke of Edinburgh silver award winners. 01_B46DOE14

The 2016 Duke of Edinburgh 
bronze award winners. 
01_B46DOE15

Ross Kerr presents Ian Staples with a present for all 
of his assistance. 01_B46DOE12

IT’S TIME TO CHECK YOUR ENTRY!

THE NEW 2017 ARRAN INDEX WILL 
SHORTLY BE GOING TO PRINT.

Arran Index cover.indd   1

27/11/2014   15:04:34

AT THIS STAGE WE WOULD 
INVITE EVERYONE WHO 
WISHES TO CHECK THEIR 
RESIDENTIAL LISTING TO 
COME INTO THE OFFICE 
OR CALL AND CHECK THE 
DETAILS WE HOLD FOR 
YOU ARE ACCURATE AND 
UP TO DATE.

CALL OR POP INTO THE 
OFFICE ANY TIME DURING 
BUSINESS HOURS 
BETWEEN MON 14TH 
AND THURS 17TH 
NOVEMBER.

2017
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Arran Outdoor Centre in 
Lamlash opened its doors 
to host the annual Duke 
of Edinburgh presentation 
and awards evening.

The evening proved pop-
ular with a supportive au-
dience that included young 
people, parents and other 
members of the community. 

During the past year the 
silver and gold expedi-
tions were sponsored by 
businesses including The 
Douglas Hotel, the Isle of 
Arran Distillery, George 
Leslie Ltd, and the Ar-
ran Trust charity. It quick-
ly became clear how grate-
ful the young people were 
for this vital fi nancial sup-
port as the silver and gold 
groups shared their expedi-
tion experiences. 

The silver group cir-
cumnavigated the island 
in a kayak while conduct-
ing a seabird survey. They 
shared their experienc-
es and the survey results 
while thanking Jim Cassels 
for his kind donation of the 
Arran Bird Atlas to each 
member of the group. 

The survey had enabled 
the young people to be-
come familiar with many 
seabirds that inhabit our is-
land. 

The gold group shared 
their experiences of kay-
aking further north through 
the Great Glen and it was 
evident just how challeng-
ing this expedition had 
been but also how enjoy-
able. Team spirit became 

very important to them as 
the expedition unfolded. 
The group shared a fi lm of 
their experiences that al-
lowed the audience to real-
ly appreciate just what they 
had achieved as well as the 
wonderful sights they had 
witnessed. 

A lovely Italian supper 
was enjoyed with minds 
occupied by an Italian quiz. 

The raffl e for a hamper 
donated by George Leslie 
Ltd was well supported. 

After supper it was time 
for the awards and it quick-
ly became clear just how 
much has been achieved 
by the young people in the 
Duke of Edinburgh group.

The audience heard about 
the Oxfam Youth Ambas-
sador scheme that operates 
within the island’s Duke of 
Edinburgh group. 

This is a worthy volun-
teering experience that al-
lows members to appre-

ciate international issues 
in developing nations and 
how they might help make 
a difference. 

Five of the group were 
awarded Oxfam Youth 
Ambassador status. 

Bronze and silver awards 
were given to many of 
them and there were even 
some gold section awards. 

This is a special birthday 
year for the Duke of Ed-
inburgh nationally so they 

The 2016 gold kayaking 
group pose with the ra�  e 
donated by George Leslie 
Ltd. 01_B46DOE01

Abbie McKelvie receives 
her bronze award 
from Gavin Ferguson, 
North Ayrshire Council 
development worker. 
01_B46DOE05

Rory Morrison receives a certi� cate for completing 
the expedition section of his silver DOE 
programme. 01_B46DOE07

George Doubleday 
receives his Level 1 
coaching certi� cate. 
01_B46DOE11

The Duke of Edinburgh silver award winners. 01_B46DOE14

The 2016 Duke of Edinburgh 
bronze award winners. 
01_B46DOE15

Inspirational youngsters 
reap their just rewards 

set the challenge of a di-
amond award which an-
yone associated with the 
scheme could have a go at 
by setting their own per-
sonal challenge. One of the 
leaders, Amanda Hogge, 
was one of the worthy re-
cipients and a small num-
ber of young people also 
achieved their Diamond 
award. 

On top of all these awards 
came kayaking awards in-
cluding two- and three-
star paddling achievement 
awards and paddle coach-
ing awards. This is proba-
bly when the audience re-
ally began to appreciate 
just how much had been 
achieved by these young 
people in the last year.

There is no doubt they are 
making the most of the op-
portunities available. The 
support of the outdoor cen-
tre could not be over-stated 
and a box of sweets was-
given to the staff by the 
young people. 

Fundraising is a continu-
ous issue for the Duke of 

Edinburgh group which 
is proving to be more and 
more popular. Currently 
the group – and their sis-
ter group, the Arran Kay-
ak Club, are competing for 
Aviva community funding 
online and if everyone on 
Arran cast their votes they 
would both stand an excel-
lent chance of achieving 
vital funding for the com-
ing year. 

Just visit www.aviva-
communityfund.co.uk and 
register to vote as you get 
10 opportunities to sup-
port these very worthy is-
land-based groups. 

It was a very enjoyable 
evening and a big thank 
you to everyone who made 
it possible. A strong sense 
of community supporting 
our young people has to be 
an excellent outcome.

However, the evening be-
longed to the young peo-
ple themselves and we are 
all so very proud and in-
spired by what they have 
achieved.  

Fiona Doubleday

COULD YOU
BE MOVING
FASTER
ONLINE?
Fibre broadband is hare in the 
Highlands and Islands

Check and Order
www.hie.co.uk/fibrefast

#Hector
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Corrie Film 
Club show
Corrie Film Club’s Novem-
ber showing, the fi rst of the 
new season, is The Salt of 
the Earth (2014. Cert 12 
110mins).

The fi lm, which has been 
carried forward from last 
year’s syllabus, is an awe- 
inspiring documentary on 
the work of acclaimed pho-
tographer, Sebastio Salgado, 
which won best documenta-
ry at Cannes as well as the 
audience award in 2015.

For 40 years Saldago trav-
elled the world capturing 
moments that have defi ned 
humanity – he witnessed 
and documented war, fam-
ine, the grandiose land-
scapes and epic beauty of 
nature – and his inspiration-
al life and work is revealed 
in this Oscar winning docu-
mentary. 

Powerful, affecting and 
profound, it is not only the 
portrait of a great artist but 
of life itself.

See this fi lm in Corrie and 
Sannox Village Hall on Sun-
day November 13 at 8pm. 
Everyone welcome.

In 2006, sisters Stac-
ey Smith and Ruth Park-
er decided they wanted to 
start their own gift shop 
and transform their love 
of jewellery, handbags and 
scarves into a business.

So after a lot of hard 
work and with lots of help 
from friends, family and 
the community, Red Door 
opened its door on Novem-
ber 10, 2006.

Since then Stacey and 
Ruth have strived to source 
new and exciting items and 
bring their customers some-
thing a little bit different.

Their eclectic mix of beau-
tiful bags, stunning jewel-
lery and original gifts has 
proved popular throughout 
the community and their 
varied selection of games 
and toys make it a hit with 
the whole family.

This month marks Red 
Door’s 10th birthday, a 
huge achievement for a wee 
shop and a milestone that 
Stacey and Ruth are keen to 
celebrate.

‘We know we couldn’t 
have made it to our 10th 
birthday without the fan-
tastic support from all our 
lovely local customers and 
we wanted to take this op-
portunity to thank them for 
their ongoing support,’ Sta-
cey said.

As a thank you there will 
be a month of birthday cel-
ebrations at Red Door, 
packed with presents, give-
aways and cake. So pop 
along and wish Red Door a 
happy 10th birthday.

Preparations for this year’s 
Shop Arran weekend are in 
full swing. 

Local shops are ordering 
in lots of Christmas gifts 
ahead of the event, which 
will take place from Friday 
December 2 till Sunday De-
cember 4. 

Shopping locally means  
you escape the crowds, it 

eliminates ferry disruptions 
and you will be sure to fi nd 
gifts that are that little bit 
different. 

Customers will also enjoy 
some local fun and enter-
tainment along the way.

Now in its fi fth year, joint 
organiser Lorna Mansfi eld 
of the Old Byre Showroom 
in Machrie said: ‘We will 
take the same route as last 
year whereby each partici-
pating shop will do individ-
ual deals or discounts rele-
vant to their shop. 

Prize draw
Spend £30 in any shop and 

get a card stamped, get three 
stamps and you will be en-
tered into our prize draw to 
win one of our super ham-
pers, full of gifts from our 
unique island shops. 

‘We look forward to mak-
ing this year’s Shop Arran 
weekend the best one yet.’

Should any other shop 
owners wish to join in, 
please contact either Lorna 
at the Old Byre or Andrew 
at Arran Active or email 
lorna@oldbyre.co.uk for 
more details.

Shop Arran weekend 
will be the best yet

Red Door celebrates 
10 years of trading

How the Banner covered the Red Door opening 10 
years ago. 

Ruth and Stacey with sta�  members Anne 
Hutchison and May Crawford. 

Red Door has gifts galore. 

To Celebrate
RED DOOR’s 

10TH BIRTHDAY 
For the month of November 

we are giving you a “birthday present” 
with every purchase over £10.

Presents include:   
4 x £50 gi�  vouchers

Numerous £10 and £20 gi�  vouchers
Vouchers for 10% o� 

Various gi� s
Bags of Stacey’s Homemade Arran Tablet

Brodick Bar
& Brasserie

We will be closed from Saturday 12th November reopening on Wednesday 
14th December for lunches 12noon - 2.30pm, evening meals 5.30pm - 

8.30pm, lunch time specials & early bird dinner available as usual.
-------------------------

We will be closed 25th, 26th & 27th December
Open throughout New Year.

To make a booking or enquiry leave your message on the 
answer machine and will get back to you asap.

Sorry for an inconvenience

Tel: 01770 302169
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Skein of geese a familiar 
sight in the autumn skies

Brambling, � rst record 
this year but worth 
checking the � ocks 
of cha�  nch for this 
continental visitor. 
Photo: Robert Lambie.

October was the driest 
month this year. It was the 
driest October that I have 
recorded here, with less 
than a quarter of the rainfall 
normally recorded in recent 
years. It was also storm free 
and mild, providing a wel-
come settled spell of weath-
er.  

During the month there 
were plenty of interesting 
birds to enjoy. Around 100 
species were recorded. Oc-
tober is arguably the busiest 
birding month, as summer 
breeders depart, migrants 
pass through, winter visi-
tors arrive and there is al-
ways a strong chance of 
something unusual.

The build-up of the num-
ber of winter thrushes, 
fi eldfare and redwing was a 
feature of the month. There 
were widespread reports 
of the birds feasting on au-
tumn berries, with fl ocks in 
the hundreds being report-
ed in the north and in the 
south of the island includ-
ing 1,300 fi eldfare and 300 
redwing in Sliddery on Oc-
tober 29. 

Trumpeting
Skeins of migratory geese 

and swans in their distinc-
tive ‘V’ fl ying formation 
were also a feature, includ-
ing, again on October 29, 
14 whooper swan over Kil-
patrick and Shiskine, 22 
whooper swan over High 
Kildonan, 30 pink-footed 
geese over Sliddery and 32 
greylag geese over Kilmo-
ry, their honking and trum-
peting calls fi lling the au-
tumn skies.  

Other sightings indicat-
ing migration was in full 
fl ow included: 40 turnstone 
in Silver Sands on 2nd, six 
dunlin in Blackwaterfoot on 

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

FOR OCTOBER

6th, a bar-tailed godwit in 
Auchenhew Bay on 10th, a 
greenshank in Cordon also 
on 10th, 162 golden plov-
er at Machriewaterfoot on 
15th, a knot in Kildonan 
on 16th, 300 skylark over 
Sliddery also on 16th, 25 
twite in Kildonan on 19th, 
30 goldfi nch in Auchenhew 
on 21st, and 100 teal and 

100 starling in Cosyden on 
28th. Familiar birds were 
being reported in numbers 
that would suggest birds 
moving out of cold north-
ern Europe to the milder 
climes of our island, includ-
ing 100 chaffi nch on Cleat 
Shore on 1st, eight dunnock 
in Sliddery on 19th, 12 coal 
tit in Balmichael on 21st, 
70 robin in Auchenhew also 
on 21st and 10 blackbird in 
Sliddery on 25th.

There were some ‘last 
sightings’ of summer visi-
tors also moving south in-
cluding: a whinchat on 
Cleats Shore on 1st, a sand-
wich tern in Whiting Bay 
on 4th, 100 gannet off Pirn-
mill on 5th, a chiffchaff in 
Auchenhew on 21st, a less-
er black-backed gull in 
Lochranza on 23rd, a whea-
tear in Kilmory on 24th and 
a swallow in Sliddery on 
28th.

Winter visitors arriving 
included: three brambling 
in Sliddery on 19th, 127 
rook in Kilmory on 28th, 
60 wigeon at Cosyden also 
on 28th, a male blackcap in 
Lochranza on 31st and two 

yellowhammer in Sliddery 
also on 31st. Other interest-
ing records from a month 
with a plethora of birds in-
cluded: all three divers - 
two red-throated diver in 
Whiting Bay on 2nd, 23 
black-throated diver off 
Blackwaterfoot on 8th, 
three great northern diver in 
Machrie Bay on 29th, three 
red grouse on Meall Mor on 
2nd, a jack snipe in Mayish 
on 14th, four bullfi nch on 
Lamlash Hill on 21st, fi ve 
little grebe in Loch Ranza 
also on 21st, 12 long-tailed 
tit in Lochranza on 30th and 
two tufted duck in Port na 
Lochan also on 30th.

Finally, on Monday Oc-
tober 31, there was a re-
port of a sooty shearwater 
four nautical miles south 
of Pladda in the afternoon. 
This species is a long dis-
tance migrant breeding on 
islands in the South Atlan-
tic and South Pacifi c. It is a 
rare vagrant to Arran. The 
last record was 2009. The 
observer’s report has been 
submitted to the appropri-
ate rarities committee, the 
offi cial adjudicator of rare 
bird records in the west of 
Scotland.  

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Arran, 
purchase the Arran Bird At-
las 2007-2012 as well as 
the latest Arran Bird Report 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

Fieldfare, one of the 
winter thrushes in large 
� ocks on Arran at the 
moment. A visitor from 
the continent.
Photo: Brian Couper.

Redwing, by Brian 
Couper, another one of 
the winter thrushes in 
large � ocks on Arran at 
the moment. A visitor 
from Iceland. 
Photo: Brian Couper.

A skein of geese in their distinctive � ying 
formation. Photo: Jim Cassels.
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The last picture of Arran Ladies Hockey team on the grass pitch at Sandbraes 
before they moved to the new astroturf pitch at Ormidale Park. B46twe02

 Arran city shop
The Isle of Arran Shop has opened on 
Great Western Road, Kelvinbridge, Glas-
gow. An Arran shop also opened on Byres 
Road recently but that was only for the 
festive season. The new shop will stock 
products from more than 21 Arran busi-
nesses including pottery, cheese, candles, 
jewellery, leather and woodcarving. 

This will be the fi rst permanent outlet 
selling Arran goods and Hilary McMas-
ter of Arran Pottery, who will be running 
the shop, hopes the quality of products and 
goodwill towards Arran will mean good 
sales.

 Five goes live
The existing four channels on TV will be 
increased when Channel 5 comes to Ar-
ran. Well, it will for the east coast of Ar-
ran as only Brodick, Lamlash and Whiting 
Bay will be able to receive it. Alex Sal-
lows has been tasked with the contract to 
go to every house in the area to adjust TV 
sets so that no interference occurs with 
any other channels. Due to start broad-
casting in January, the channel will be de-
layed because of the monumental task of 
operators across the country having to vis-
it every house which is taking longer than 
expected.

 Village voice
A record number of 35 people attended the 
Pirnmill Improvements Association annu-
al general meeting last Tuesday. The main 
topics were the closure of the village shop 
and Post Offi ce which people wished to 
maintain. However, since the shop was in 
private ownership, they had no authority 
over it and there has been no indication of 
any moves to get a Post Offi ce operating 
in the village again. The future of the war 
memorial, which is cracked and could take 
up to £4,000 to repair, was also discussed 
and a suggestion to apply for a repair grant 
will be investigated. 

Curries of Brodick o�  cially ceased 
trading on Wednesday morning. The 
Curries signs were taken down to be 
replaced by new Alldays signs. B46twe01

Cadet Stephen Weir salutes at Brodick 
war memorial during last week’s 
Remembrance Sunday service.  B46twe05

 Whiting Bay Brownies, helped by Brown Owl Hazel Mackenzie and Tawny Owl 
Christine Macleod, planted six tubs of � owers in the village. B46twe03

Corrie Golf Club members at their annual prizegiving dinner in the Ingledene Hotel last Friday. B46twe04
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, Garden Open 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sunday - 12.30pm - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Soap making & Candle Dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 12th November
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets - Reception 9.30am - 12 noon
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
RNLI Christmas shop Lamlash Pier, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Live Music - Mona Lisas The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live Music - Acoustic Butterfl y The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Hospital supports league coffee morning Whiting Bay Hall, 10.30am - 12noon

Sunday 13th November
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’ Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Live music - Simple October The PHT, Lamlash, 3pm
Taigi & Oigong Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music - Arran Dawn The PHT, Lamlash, 3.30pm

Monday  14th November
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am 
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo          Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Information evening for woodland accommodatio The Douglas Hotel, 4pm - 7pm

Tuesday 15th November
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm 
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge Class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow Yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
Live music             Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Garden Walk Brodick Castle, 2pm - 3pm
Metafi t Arran High School, 6pm
Scottish Country Dance Brodick, Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Whiting Bay Drama Club Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 16th November
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo          Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm

Arran Vets 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran VetsReception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Drift Inn Quiz  
Lamlash, 9pm 
Mixed Hockey  
Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm 
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow Yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Bus Pass club meal The PHT, 12 noon - 2.30pm
Live Music - Jela The PHT, Lamlash, 8pm
Friends of Brodick Castle AGM Castle Tearoom, 2.30pm
Arran Elderly Forum Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,11am
Coffee Morning Brodick Church hall, 10..30am - 12noon

Thursday 17th November 
Morning Fitness  Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Front Green, 6.45am
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Tennis senior club night Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, 5.30pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran Bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine cub Scouts & Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery group                                               Brodick Library, 7.30pm-9.30pm

Friday 18th November
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo                       Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Factory Tours Arran Aromatics, 11am - 3pm
Frydays @ Lochranza Field Centre Lochranza fi eld centre,5.30pm - 8pm
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Public Notices

Property

Recruitment
CLEANER WANTED
The Drift Inn are looking for a cleaner.  

We are flexible on days and hours. 
We ideally need someone Wednesday 

to Sunday each week.  
Good rates of pay.  

Call Amy on 01770600608 
or pop in to the Drift for a chat.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 

CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 02.12.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

16/01032/PP; West Mayish House, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8BX; Demolition of 
existing dwelling house and erection of one and one-half storey 
dwelling house.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Property Management Assistant – Full Time 
Focusing on the management of our properties, the role will 
include managing bookings for our holiday lets, liaising with 
housekeepers and general o�  ce administration.  Customer 
service experience is essential and weekend work will be 
required on a rotational basis during the summer season.

Closing date - 22nd November 2016

Previous applicants need not apply.  For full job 
descriptions, contact jane@thearranteam.co.uk

The Arran Team
Holiday Home Letting & 

Property Management Specialists

GLENASHDALE 
TREE FELLING

Drop - in Session at 
Whiting Bay Hall

on Tuesday 22nd November 
from 4pm - 6.30pm

All welcome

Arran Riding Club

AGM
Lamlash Fire Station

Wednesday 23rd November at 6.30pm
All welcome

Kenneth Gibson MSP

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Facebook: kenneth.gibsonmsp   website: www.kennethgibson.org

Kenneth Gibson MSP will hold advice surgeries 
on the following date:

No 
appointment 
necessary

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please do so at: 01294 833 687

Monday 14 November
Corrie & Sannox Village Hall 11.15 - 12.15
Shiskine Village Hall 13.15 - 14.15
Brodick Health Centre 15.00 - 16.00

Monday 12 December
Whiting Bay Village Hall 11.15 - 12.15 
Kildonan Village Hall 13.00 - 14.00 
Lamlash Fire Station 15.00 - 16.00

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Classifi eds

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
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 ....................................................................................................................................  
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ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Drive Times

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Trade Classifi eds

SELF STORAGE

UNDER £50

Sussex and Silkie Bantams 
for sale. Tel: 860358

FREE TO UPLIFT

VAX vacuum cleaner, in 
working order. Tel 860755
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

PERSONAL NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH (Part of the 

Worldwide Anglican Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, 13th November: 

Joint Remembrance Service 
at Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church, 10.45. Holy 
Communion at St Margaret’s 

to follow, with Mrs Janis 
Gallagher. Coffee after 
Communion service. 

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together

Minister: Rev Angus Adamson, 
Parish assistant: Mrs Jean 

hunter:
Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 

following times to which all are 
invited. 

Sunday 13th November
Lochranza Church and Pirnmill 

Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill Village 
Hall followed by a service at 

the War Memorial at 10.55 am. 
Shiskine Church, 12noon  War 

Memorial Service
12.15 Remembrance Day 

Service, St Molios.
Brodick Church,  10am War 

Memorial Service,
10.30am Remembrance Day 

Service, St Bride’s. 
Corrie Church, 11.30am Prayer 
Meeting 12noon Service at War 

Memorial
12.15 Remembrance Day 

Church Service. 
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House at 

1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND 
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: SC014005)  
Sunday 13th November 2016 

Worship for Remembrance 
Sunday will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, beginning outside at 
10.55am (N.B. change of time) 
for the laying of the wreath and 
two minutes silence observed 
at the War Memorial, followed 

by a shortened service of 
remembrance There will be a 
retiring offering in aid of the 

Earl Haig Fund. All welcome. 
Tea and coffee will be served 

in the Transept before and after 
the service. There will be a 

service of Remembrance in the 
Arran War Memorial Hospital 

at 1.30pm to which all are 
welcome. 

Also, the Church Christmas 
Card, to be sent to all members, 
will be available to be signed, 
and all proceeds will go to the 

Glasgow City Mission. All 
welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Sunday 13th November
Rev Lily McKinnon

Remembrance Sunday
Kilmory 10 am

Lamlash 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 13th November
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND 

(continuing)
Sunday 13th November
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6-30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 13th November 
Service 11am at Ormidale 

Pavilion
Tea & Coffee after the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on road 
between Blackwaterfoot and 

Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in ORMIDALE 

PAVILION (due to renovations 
at church)

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakes meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday October 29, Cor-
rie Open. A great entry of 
37 players from all Arran 
clubs enjoyed near summer 
weather for the club’s annu-
al open. 

Pablo is to be commend-
ed on presenting a course in 
fi rst class condition. Scor-
ing therefore was low, with 
eventual winner Iain Keen 
returning an excellent net 
57, but still only edging it 
by a stroke from Len Hart-
ley. Iain wins free member-
ship for next season. Many 
thanks to all our sponsors 
for their support. 1 I Keen 
71-14=57, BIH, 2 L Hartley 
77-19=58, 3 Iain Andrews 
73-13=60, BIH. Scratch, 
Jamie McPherson 67.

Monday October 31, Win-
ter Cup, an excellent score 

from John Adam which 
will make it diffi cult to fea-
ture again in the results un-
til probably March with his 
revised handicap. 1 J Adam 
63-8=55, 2 P Moran 79-
20=59, 3 I McMillan 75-
15=60. Magic twos from 
J Adam x2, A Burke x2, I 
McMillan, R Burke and R 
McLean.

Saturday November 5, 
Winter Cup, 1 L Hart-
ley 35pts BIH, 2 A Napier 
35pts.

Fixture: Saturday Novem-
ber 12, Winter Cup, ballots 
at 8.30am and 12.30pm.
Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday November 5, round 
one of this season’s cam-
paign saw WBGC take on 
Corrie. 

A glorious autumn morn-
ing greeted the players 
and the fi rst pairing out for 
Whiting Bay was Jamie 
Macpherson and Kevin 
McAleney. 

They secured a half in a 
tightly fought encounter. 
Next up Danny Head and 
Graeme Crichton scored an 
emphatic victory by 5 and 
3. 

That was followed by 
George McKechnie, mak-
ing a welcome return to 
competitive golf, and Wolfi  
Kroner who won by 2 and 
1. The fi nal game saw Stan 
Rainey and John Dick pre-
vail 2 holes up resulting in a 
victory for Whiting Bay by 
3 and a half to a half. Well 
done to all the players for 
a fi ne performance in beat-
ing a strong Corrie team on 
their own course.

Fixture: Sunday Novem-
ber 13, Winter Cup rnd 2, 
10am draw.
Brodick Golf Club
Sunday 30 October, Winter 
Cup, Stableford. Peter Mc-
Calla (7) 40pts, Jim Reid 
(16) 39pts, Bruce Jenkins 
(7) 37pts. 

Wednesday November 2, 
Wednesday Cup. 1 Charles 
O’Neill 76-18=58, 2 Brian 
Allison 82-22 =60. Magic 
twos, Jim Green, John Be-
attie and John May.

Saturday November 5, 
Saturday Cup, Stableford. 
Iain Sillars (14) 36pts, 
Bob McCrae (8) 35pts, 
Iain MacDonald (7) 34pts.
Fixture: Sunday 13 No-
vember, Brandon Qualifi er, 
draws 9am and noon.
Machrie Bay Golf Club
Saturday November 5, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup. CSS 
65 R/O. 1 M Sherwood 
35pts, 2 W Kelso 33pts, 3 R 
Betley 28pts BIH.

Fixture: Tuesday Novem-
ber 22, Winter Cup, noon.
Arran Golfers’ Associa-
tion 
Sunday November 6, Win-
ter League/Duncan Trophy 
2016/2017, fi rst round at 
Corrie Golf Club.

This year’s competi-
tion got off to a great start 
with a crisp but cold, dry 
day. Thanks to Corrie for 
hosting and to Claire in 
the tearoom for the warm-
ing soup and rolls. Thanks 
also to Pablo for the 
course which as usual was 
top notch.

Hosts Corrie got off to a 
bad start losing their home 
game to Whiting Bay by 3 
and a half games to a half, 
Shiskine defeated neigh-
bours Machrie by 3 games 
to 1 and fi nally Lamlash got 
the better of Brodick by 3 
and a half to a half.

Next month’s games will 
be played on Sunday De-
cember 4 at Shiskine Golf 
Club. Draw: Shiskine v 

Corrie 8.30am, Lamlash v 
Machrie 9.20am, Brodick v 
Whiting Bay 11.50am.                                                          
Shiskine Golf Club
A record number of 374 
ladies played in the Arran 
Challenge, sponsored by 
the Kinloch Hotel. 

A fantastic turn-out again 
and great weather. This is 
played in stableford format 
and it is the best two out of 
three rounds that count. 

As you can see from the 
leaderboard, golfers came 
from all over Scotland and 
indeed from the north of 
England. 

The weather was kind in 
general and Shiskine would 
like to thank all the ladies 
for coming to play Shiskine, 
and to enjoy Arran.

The club hope to see 
you all next year and, be-
lieve it or not, we have al-
ready taken bookings for 
October 2017. Ladies’ 
Arran Challenge 2016, 
374 played. 1st Class: 1 
Paula Galloway, Doug-
las Park (11) 28+26=54, 
2 Val Purdie, Dunblane 
New (11) 25+26=51, 3 
Cecilia Macintyre, Craig-
millar Park (9) 24+26=50 
BIH, 4 Sam Burton, Dun-
fermline (7) 26 +24=50 
BIH, 5 Elspeth Inch, 
Strathaven (12) 27+23=50. 
2nd Class: overall win-
ner 1 Alison Young, 
Dougalston (15) 28+26=54 
BIH, 2 Sara Stewart, Ben-
becula (14) 26+25=51, 3 
Rhonda Hughes, Millport 
(13) 22+28=50, 4 Cathe-
rine Ann Murphy, Benbec-
ula (18) 24+25=49, 5 Joan 
Jennings, Skelmorlie (15) 
23+24=47

Overall winner Alison Young, second left, with her 
friends from Dougalston Golf Club. 

ATTWELL
SUSAN ELIZABETH

(nee Cant) 5th November 
2016 
Aged 60 Years Loving wife 
of Eric, devoted daughter of 
Doreen and the late Donald 
and a much loved sister. 
Susan will be greatly missed 
by all her family and friends. 
Funeral service to take place 
at Southport Crematorium 
on Thursday 17th Novem-
ber at 10:40am. Family fl ow-
ers only please but donations 
are being gratefully received 
for Queenscourt Hospice. 
Donations and enquiries to 
Howard’s Funeral Directors, 
1-5 Roe Lane, Southport, 
PR9 9DR. Telephone: 01704 
500086.

HUNTER-WILLIAM 
(BILLY). 

Passed away in Grande 
Prairie, Canada on 26th 
October (aged 79 years). 
Billy lived and worked on 
Arran from 1961-1967. 
He taught at Arran High 
as well as being an active 
member of the Mountain 
Rescue team during that 
time. Billy will be sad-
ly missed by family and 
friends in both Scotland 
and Canada, including his 
youngest brother, Colin, 
children Lesley, Dave and 
Sarah and grandchildren 
Ben and Ali.

THANK YOU
Mick & Isla would like to thank all friends 

and neighbours for their cards and good 
wishes on their Diamond Anniversary 

special thanks to all the family.
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Lamlash Campus, compris-
ing Lamlash Primary and 
Arran High School, has re-
ceived the highest accolade 
from sportscotland with its 
gold award, making it the 
first campus in Scotland to 
receive the honour.

At  two award ceremonies, 
held at the primary and the 
high schools, sportscot-
land’s partnership manager 
Barry Fleeting, represent-
ing the national agency for 
sport, presented the schools 
with the awards. At the pri-
mary, a special assembly 
was held where the hard 
work of Mrs Alison Hen-
derson was commended for 

Lamlash campus strikes gold 
with top sportscotland award

helping to achieve the ac-
creditation which recog-
nises schools innovation 
and achievement in deliver-
ing physical education and  
extra-curricular sport. 

Taking into account the 
variety and levels of sport 
on offer as well as the 
coaches delivering the 
training, the Lamlash cam-
pus underwent an extensive 
assessment for its grading 
which can fall into either 
bronze, silver or gold cat-
egories and which require 
a programme of continual 
improvement and develop-
ment.

At the high school, com-
bined head teacher of both 
schools Barry Smith re-
ceived the gold award for 
the school which offers a 

wide variety of sports, rang-
ing from lacrosse to moun-
tain biking and table tennis, 
among others. Mr Smith 
praised the efforts of Active 
Schools co-ordinator and 
sports enthusiast Archie 
McNicol for his invaluable 
work in helping to achieve 
the award. 

Mr Smith said: ‘We are  
delighted to have achieved 
the sportscotland gold 
school sport award, 
which confirms the very 
good opportunities for sport 
on offer in our schools. We 
are working hard to provide 
a wide range of opportuni-
ties for every young person 
in Arran High School and 
Lamlash Primary, encour-
aging a healthy lifestyle and 
doing our best to ensure that 
they grow up with a love of 
sport and physical activi-
ty.  These awards recognise 
the hard work of a great 
number of school staff, 
our Active Schools coordi-
nator and our young peo-
ple. I have been hugely im-
pressed by the confidence 
shown by youngsters, as 
well as the leadership, am-
bition and drive they have 
shown in achieving this 
success.’

In addition to the 
sportscotland award, the 
campus has also been cel-
ebrating winning the North 
Ayrshire Council Commu-
nity Sport Award for school 
sport which was present-
ed to Mr Smith at an award 
ceremony at Waterside Ho-
tel in Seamill last Friday.

Active schools co-
ordinator Archie McNicol 
thanks pupils and 
teachers. 01_B46gold05

Barry Fleeting of sportscotland presented Lamlash Primary sports committee 
members and Archie McNicol and Alison Henderson with the gold award. 01_

B46gold01

Active Schools co-ordinator Archie McNicol and 
head teacher Barry Smith present sports committee 
members Alyssa Simpson and Ruaridh Lindsay-
Smith with the NAC sport award. 01_B46gold02

Young ambassadors Eilidh Macpherson and Ross 
Dobson receive the NAC sports award from Barry 
Smith. 01_B46gold05

Barry Fleeting of sportscotland congratulates primary school pupils and teachers on their award. 01_B46gold03
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There was another good win for the Arran 
Ladies hockey team last weekend and their 
4-2 win over Uddingston Ladies 2s now 
sees them sitting top of Division 4 of the 
West District Women’s Hockey League.

Elyse Aitken was named dame of the 
game and man of the match was Susie 
Murchie. The ladies are away again to-
day (Saturday) with Strathclyde Universi-
ty Women’s 2s their opponents.

The fi rst Arran Triathlon 
Festival organised on the 
island, and for the benefi t 
of the island, is to be held 
next June.

The festival with see both 
junior and adult events tak-
ing place over the weekend 
of June 3 and 4 based at the 
Arran Outdoor Centre in 
Lamlash, which will be the 
race headquarters. 

It is being organised by 
the Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club, who are hoping to use 
their fi rst club event as a 
springboard to set up a per-
manent base on the island. 
It is one of a new genera-
tion in triathlon events with 
the largest prize pot in Tri-
athlon Scotland history of 
more than £5,000 in cash 

Julliete Walsh gives chase during the game. 

Arran players in the thick of the action. 

Ladies top table after good win

First triathlon festival 
will be big boost to island

Rugby team 
suffers    
heavy defeat 
Arran Rugby Club suffered 
another heavy defeat away 
to Uddingston last week 
when the fi nal score was 
71-11.

However, to be fair, Ar-
ran played the entire game 
a player short and the team 
remained philosophical 
posting on their club Face-
book page: ‘Regardless of 
the scoreline we enjoyed 
the game, thanks to Ud-
dingston for the game. 

‘Time for three-week 
break for Scotland interna-
tional tests, we will be back 
in play on Saturday Decem-
ber 3.’ 

prizes, weekend breaks and 
much more.

Already more than 70 have 
signed up for the events but 
race director Craig Wood 
said they were looking for 
around 150 to take part. 
However, he insists it is not 
a commercial event and it 
has no connection with the 
ArranMan event due to be 
held later in June.

The events are: iron dis-
tance, half-island distance, 
STD/Olympic distances, 
three age group tristars and 
a youth race.

Craig said: ‘You deserve 
an event, not just a race, and 
we hope to give it to you. 
Not only is the event based 
at the iconic Arran Outdoor 
Centre, your swim start will 

commence with a never-
been-done-before power-
boat ride to the Holy Isle 
in both the half-iron and 
standard starts.’

Competitors will also get 
totally unique local goodie 
bags and there will be tro-
phies for fi rst, second and 
third in each age category, 
along with amazing prizes.

All races are timed-
chipped and there will be 
instant print-outs available. 
There will also be a spe-
cial armed forces award for 
the fi rst service man/
woman in each event. 

There will be evening en-
tertainment onsite with BIB 
Bingo and local entertain-
ment, ready to offer you a 
warm Arran welcome and a 

race never to be forgotten.
‘Any money raised will 

go straight into the club 
and help with the setting 
up of our own centre which 
would be beside the out-
door centre,’ Craig said. 

Numbers are limited due 
to the unique start. How-
ever, organisers have held 
a few places back for char-
ities and main sponsors – so 
please contact them if you 
wish to raise money.

Craig added: ‘As head 
coach of Arran Junior Tri-
athlon Club, I wanted to 
show off our island, and 
what we can offer you as a 
race day experience along 
with a venue, memorabil-
ia and evening entertain-
ment you deserve after tak-

ing on your own battles 
throughout the day. Even if 
you are not racing, please 
enjoy the night-time enter-
tainment and help support 
your local club.’

Sign-ups are on Active.
com. If people wish to enter 
or help out as an individual 
or business during the day 
or the night-time entertain-
ment, please contact Craig 
on craig.wood10@yahoo.
com or call 0776 7492696.


