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Lady Jean’s last goodbye

Mourners line Knowe 
Road to pay their respects 
as Lady Jean makes her 
fi nal journey to the Hamil-
ton family cemetery in the 
grounds of Brodick Castle.

Earlier Prince Albert 
II of Monaco had joined 
her family and a packed 
congregation in Brodick 
Church for the funeral ser-
vice for Lady Jean Fforde, 
who died on Friday Octo-
ber 13 at the age of 96.

Royalty
Lady Jean has a family 

connection with the Mo-
naco royalty going back to 
Lady Mary Victoria Ham-
ilton, the daughter of the 
11th Duke of Hamilton, 
who married Prince Albert 
I in 1869.

Meanwhile, a book of 
condolence has been 
opened and is now availa-
ble to sign in Brodick Li-
brary, with North Ayrshire 
Provost Ian Clarkson the 
fi rst to sign it after attend-

ing the funeral service. 
Provost Clarkson said: ‘We 
were all really saddened to 
hear of the passing of Lady 
Jean. She was a remarkable 
and dignifi ed lady and was 
much loved by everyone on 
the island.

‘Despite her advancing 
years, she still played an 
active role in the communi-
ty. Only a couple of weeks 
ago, she appeared in the 
Arran Banner when she 
hosted a charity event for 
the Arran Youth Founda-
tions.  That’s a pretty amaz-
ing effort and testament 
to the kind of spirited and 
hard-working person she 
was.

‘I send my deepest condo-
lences to everyone on the 
island and, of course, to her 
family and friends.’

A retiral collection for the 
AYF raised the tremendous 
sum of £1,900 for the youth 
group.

� See full report on pag-
es four and fi ve. See centre 
spread for the life and times 
of Lady Jean. 

‘She was much loved by 
everyone on the island’

Mourners line the 
road to pay their 
respects as the hearse 
carrying Lady Jean 
leaves Brodick Church. 
01_B43front01

Provost Ian Clarkson signs the book of condolence. 
01_B43front03

Prince Albert II 
at the funeral. 

01_B43front02

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk

We Have Numerous Properties 

Nearing Completion In Key 

Locations / Land Also Available 

For Bespoke Development
John thomson construction ltd, lamlash, isle of arran

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk // tel : 01770600242 // FAX : 01770600714
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Archie the seal’s
Arran adventure

A common seal pup who 
was rescued from the Kil-
donan shore is doing well 
at a rescue centre after an 
extraordinary adventure on 
Arran.

The white coated seal 
pup nicknamed Archie was 
separated from his mum 
by Storm Ophelia during 
rough weather and sought 
refuge, fi ttingly, at the Kil-
donan Seal Shore campsite.

Making for a rather noisy 
camping companion, he 
spent the night next to one 
of the camping pods, keep-
ing everyone awake with 
his sad and mournful calls.

The following morning 
after being notifi ed about 
the unaccompanied pup, 
the Arran Ranger Service 
along with campsite own-

Tackling island business problems 
will deliver community prosperity
Scotland’s island business-
es want younger local pop-
ulations, and need deci-
sion-makers to tackle poor 
transport links and bad 
broadband, according to a 
survey of fi rms from Arran 
to Unst.

Ahead of planned legisla-
tion, aimed at giving islands 
new powers, the Federation 
of Small Businesses (FSB) 
in Scotland has called on 
politicians and offi cials to 
address these problems.

In a submission to an in-
fl uential Holyrood com-
mittee, the small business 
campaign group makes the 
case that healthy local busi-
ness communities are vital 
to Scotland’s 93 inhabited 
islands’ continued success.

David Richardson, the 
FSB’s development man-
ager for the Highlands and 
Islands said: ‘The prosperi-
ty of a local place is inter-
twined with the ongoing 
success of its local busi-
ness community. While this 
rings true across the coun-
try, it is particularly the 
case for Scotland’s island 
communities.

‘Our survey work shows, 
perhaps unsurprising, that 

addressing shortfalls in 
digital and transport in-
frastructure is a top prior-
ity for island fi rms. But – 
ahead of these problems 
– local businesses want to 
play a role in developing 
sustainable island commu-
nities. In our view, only 
with a successful local pri-
vate sector can our islands 
succeed.’

The FSB’s submission to 
the Scottish Parliament’s 
Rural Economy and Con-
nectivity Committee re-
veals the results of a sur-
vey of more than 275 island 
fi rms carried out in Sep-
tember.

According to the research, 
nine in 10 (88 per cent) of 
these businesses said that 
they faced challenges that 
their mainland rural com-
petitors did not. Further, 
asked to identify their top 
priorities for action, island 
businesses identifi ed: en-
couraging young people to 
stay on and young families 
to move in; improving lo-
cal transport infrastructure; 
improving access to super-
fast broadband; deliver-
ing more affordable hous-
ing and improving local 

facilities for tourists. Sur-
vey results were gathered 
from islands including Ar-
ran, Shetland, Orkney, the 
Western Isles, Skye and the 
Small Isles and the Argyll 
Isles, including Bute.

In their submission, FSB 
highlights census data 
showing that 13 per cent 
of Scottish island resi-
dents work for themselves, 
in comparison to a nation-
al average of 7 per cent. 
Scottish Government sta-
tistics also show that small-
er fi rms account for four in 
fi ve private sector jobs in 
remote and rural Scotland.

David Richardson, who 
gave evidence to the ru-
ral economy committee on 
Wednesday said: ‘Micro 
businesses and the self-em-
ployed are vitally impor-
tant to island economies. 
But our research shows that 
one in fi ve islands busi-
ness owners has considered 
moving to the mainland.

‘To state the obvious, the 
success of island communi-
ties require their local pri-
vate sectors to thrive, to 
power job creation, local 
growth and to retain and at-
tract younger residents.’

Archie the common seal who was rescued from Kildonan 
Seal Shore campsite after being separated from his 
mother. 

Archie recovering at the Hessilhead wildlife rescue centre. 

Pup recovering after being 
rescued from campsite

er Maurice Deighton, ar-
ranged for respite care at 
the Hessilhead wildlife res-
cue centre in Beith.

While awaiting transpor-
tation bleary eyed campers 
who had been kept awake 
all night, visited Archie 
who had by now became a 
minor celebrity and a will-
ing participant in a number 
of ‘sealfi e’ photographs.

Transported
Following an online ap-

peal for a volunteer to 
transport Archie across to 
the mainland by ferry, a 
suitable vehicle was found 
and volunteers known only 
by the names of Sophie and 
Sam, transported him in 
their pickup – in a pet car-
rier – to the Ardrossan ferry 
terminal where he was col-

lected to continue his jour-
ney to his destination in 
Beith.

Since his Arran adven-
ture, Archie is reported 
to be sleeping well, eat-
ing sprats and recovering. 
His release back into the 

wild, once he has regained 
his strength and is mature 
enough to take care of him-
self, is being closely mon-
itored online by his legion 
of admiring fans who met 
him during his short visit to 
Arran.
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Remember to put
 your clocks

 back one hour
this weekend

Artist Susie is saying it 
with smiles
An Arran artist has found a 
new outlet for her work by 
taking up painting.

Susie Thompson has long 
been renowned for her 
ceramic works, which in-
clude fantastical dragons. 
But now she has a new, and 
much smaller, fascination – 
mice!

Although she had drawn 
and painted all her life, 
the self-taught artist has 
only taken it up seriously 
in the past two years. And 
it all started by accident. 
Susie had been ‘dood-
ling’ a Christmas scene – 
complete with a Rudolf 
mouse, of course, which 
was spotted by Dr Cathy 
Welsh on a visit to Susie’s 
home in Shiskine. ‘That 
would make a great Christ-
mas card,’ she said, and as 
a direct result Can’t Buy 
Smiles was born.

Since that fi rst card was 
produced, Susie has been 
quietly getting on with de-
signing a whole range of 
cards for every occasion 
– birthdays, get well, new 
baby, Valentine’s day, East-
er, Christmas as well as 
general greetings cards.

And her designs have not 
gone unnoticed. When Ar-
ran vet Charlotte Clough 
was looking for artwork 
for her new Brodick sur-
gery, she turned to Susie, 
who has produced four 
original artworks featuring 

cats and mice, which are 
all vet-related, for the sur-
gery waiting room. They 
even include a late beloved 
ginger tom cat which be-
longed to Charlotte. Cards 
of the prints are also avail-
able at the surgery with £1 
from each sale going to the 
Hessilhead wildlife centre 
in Beith, which often cares 
for animals found on Arran.

Susie said: ‘I met Char-
lotte purely by chance 
when we gave her a book 
about an old Arran vet, but 
I am really pleased with 
the results. I love colour 
and love to have lots going 
on in my paintings which 
means people can enjoy 
them at face value or real-
ly study what is going on.

‘My mind seems to work 
in mysterious ways but I 
hope people will like the 
end results,’ she added.

The cards are produced 
in a cottage industry with 
her husband Keith and 
they are all prints of orig-
inal water colour paintings 
with a computer only used 
for background colouring 
impossible to reproduce by 
hand.

The name for the new 
venture, Can’t Buy Smiles,  
is very simple in its con-
text, as Susie explains: 
‘You can’t buy smiles, but 
you can give them away. 
I want my work to lift the 
soul and the heart and put a 

smile on faces of everyone 
who sees it.’

Susie admits she has had 
a diffi cult year but is now 
concentrating her efforts 
in getting her card busi-
ness up and running – and 
one thing we can expect is 
more mice. Susie said: ‘A 
good friend saw one of my 
recent paintings and imme-
diately asked, “Where’s the 
mice?”, so I am now trying 
to put them in all my work.’

And she is already gear-
ing up for Christmas with 
a second card for the 
Pierhead Tavern in Lam-
lash and a private commis-
sion and, along with the in-
creasing availability of her 
cards on the island, she is 
looking at developing in-
ternet sales in the coming 
months.

A selection of the cards 
can be bought at the Har-
bour Shop, Blackwater-

foot and Charisma Lane in 
Brodick has cards and ce-
ramics. Susie’s Christmas 

cards will be on sale at the 
Book and Card Centre in 
Brodick and she is happy 

to work to commission 
e m a i l : s u s i e @ c a n t b u y 
smiles.co.uk.

Susie Thompson with the Christmas painting which started her new venture. 01_b43susie01

Inset: One of the four paintings Susie produced for the Arran Vets.
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Lady Jean was a truly 
remarkable woman
Prince Albert II 
joins hundreds 
of mourners at 
funeral service

The people of Arran said a 
fi nal farewell to Lady Jean 
Fforde when hundreds gath-
ered to pay their respects 
at her funeral in Brodick 
Church on Monday.

The heavy skies seemed 
to refl ect the mood as Euro-
pean royalty joined mourn-
ers from all walks of life at 
the packed church.

Respects
Prince Albert II, the reign-

ing monarch of the princi-
pality of Monaco and head 
of the princely house of 
Grimaldi, joined her close 
family as well as relatives 
and friends from near and 
far as more than 370 people 
packed themselves into the 
church. Many more paid 
their respects in their own 
way, away from the church, 
given the miserable day it 
was.

The prince, the son of 
Prince Rainier III and the 
American actress Grace Kel-
ly, made a fl ying visit to Ar-
ran for the funeral, leaving 
immediately after the fu-
neral service but was unable 
to stay for the private com-
mittal at the Hamilton fam-
ily cemetery in the grounds 
of Brodick Castle. He is rel-
ative of Lady Jean, who died 
on Friday October 13 at the 
age of 96.

The service began as 
Lady Jean’s family, led by 
son Charles and daugh-
ter-in-law Lynn and their 
family, entered the church 
to the strains of God be in 
my head from the Book of 
Hours 1514.

Flowers lie beside the headstone of Lady Jean presently in her garden at Strabane which 
features one of her beloved pointer dogs. 01_B43funeral12

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Rev Angus Adamson 
led the call to worship and 
said Lady Jean had led ‘a 
truly remarkable life’ be-
fore the congregation sang 
The Lord’s My Shepherd to 
the tune of Brother James’s 
Air.

Following a prayer, the 
8th Duke of Montrose, 
James Graham, read psalm 
121 before Rev Adam-
son read 1 Corinthians 
15. There followed a solo 
hymn sung beautifully un-
accompanied by Mairi 
MacInnes, which was fol-
lowed by the eulogy and 
a prayer of thanksgiving 
before the fi nal hymn All 
Creatures of Our God and 
Kind to the tune Lasst Uns 
Erfreuen.

Following the benedic-
tion, the retiral music was 
Island Music sung by Mai-
ri MacInnes as the congre-
gation left the church.

Outside, Lady Jean’s cof-
fi n was transferred to the 
waiting hearse and mourn-
ers lined the street as she 
was taken on her last drive 
to the grounds of Brodick 
Castle, via the castle drive, 
followed by her family and 
a cortege of mourners in 
their cars.

A retiral collection for the 
Arran Youth Foundations 
group was held at the fu-
neral.

Afterwards a celebration 
of the life of Lady Jean 
was held in a marquee in 
the grounds of her Strabane 
home where the Isle of Ar-
ran Pipe Band entertained a 
large number of the funeral 
goers who were invited in 
church to attend the event.

Lady Jean’s co�  n leaves the church after her funeral service. 01_B43funeral01

The Isle of Arran Pipe Band perform outside the 
marquee at Strabane. 01_B43funeral10

The cover of the funeral order of service. 01_B43funeral11
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Lady Jean was a truly 
remarkable woman

Lady Jean’s co�  n leaves the church after her funeral service. 01_B43funeral01

Prince Albert, right, and the 8th Duke of Montrose leave the church with family
mourners. 01_B43funeral03

Leaders and members of the Arran Youth Foundations attended the service. 01_B43funeral04
Mourners pay their respects as the hearse passes down Knowe Road.
01_B43funeral06

The Isle of Arran Pipe Band perform outside the 
marquee at Strabane. 01_B43funeral10
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for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.eighteen69.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

perfect for
sharing!

Why not try our wide ranging Scottish tapas
menu, with lots to choose from and 

plenty to share!

Treat yourself to a speciality cocktail or 
a wee dram from our vast whisky menu.

Open Thursday to Monday for dinner from
5.30pm with the bar open daily until 11pm.

open Thursday to
Monday, bar open daily

exciting
new tapas menu

& speciality
cocktails

Cheers as beer 
night raises 
funds
A Belgian beer-tasting 
night has raised £200 for 
the Christmas festival San-
ta’s Sparkle being organ-
ised, for the fi rst time, by a 
Lamlash community group.

Hosted by Belgian beer 
enthusiast Stephen Spar-
shott and his wife Kath-
arine, along with Derek 
Morgan, the event brought 
people from all over the is-

Beer a� cionados enjoy some of the Belgian ales at the 
tasting event. 

Health bosses in improvements 
pledge at annual review
Bosses at NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran pledged im-
provements to the ser vices 
so vital to the residents of 
Arran at their annual re-
view last Friday.

More than 95 members 
of the public, staff and pa-
tients went along to the 
Crosshouse hospital’s lec-
ture theatre to observe and 
listen to the public ses-
sion. They asked a range of 
questions about things such 
as recruitment of GPs and 
consultants, training for 
radiographers and plans for 
chemotherapy services.

Dr Martin Cheyne, chair-
man of the NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran performance 
committee, welcomed 
everyone and spoke about 
the achievements and chal-
lenges of the previous year 
and the solid foundation 
that is being built for future 
years.

He said: ‘I would like 
to take the opportunity 

Dr Martin Cheyne thanked sta�  for their hard work and 
commitment. 

to thank each and every 
member of our staff across 
health and social care, com-
mending their commitment 
and dedication in providing 
the highest standard of care 
to our patients.

‘We are delighted to have 
successfully completed 
several major develop-
ments within the past year, 
including the opening of 
two Combined Assessment 

Units (CAUs) and a new 
acute mental health facil-
ity and community hos-
pital. University Hospital 
Crosshouse CAU opened 
its doors in April 2016, 
and the CAU at Universi-
ty Hospital Ayr opened in 
May 2017. The transfer of 
patients to Woodland View 
at Ayrshire Central Hospi-
tal was completed in May 
2016.

‘We have identifi ed the 
areas which require fur-
ther improvement and we 
are fully committed to ad-
dressing the challenges 
that lie ahead to deliver the 
best possible outcomes for 
our patients and families.’

Scottish heath secre-
tary Shona Robison, who 
chaired the event, said: 
‘Once again I have been 
struck by the hard work 
and commitment shown 
by staff right across NHS 
Ayrshire and Arran and I’d 
like to thank them for their 
dedication.’

In a separate report out 
this week (Thursday) Au-
dit Scotland’s annual re-
view of the NHS says staff 
are committed and overall 
patient satisfaction is high. 

But the report also notes 
increasing costs and grow-
ing demand for services, 
amid signs that the NHS is 
struggling to maintain the 
quality of care.

The company enjoy learning about and discussing the 
various beers from Belgium.  Photos: PhotoGnick Arran

land to enjoy, discuss and 
appreciate the variety of 
beers on offer.

The event, which was 
limited to 30 people, took 
place at the Glenisle Hotel 
with Arran Distillery pro-
viding suitable glassware. 
In addition to these sup-
porters, Wooleys provided 
oatcakes for cleansing of 
the palette between beers. 

James of Arran Chocolate 
Shop and the Arran Cheese 
Shop also provided dona-
tions of their products.

The Santa’s Sparkle 
event, which used to be 
organised by the previ-
ous owners of the Glenisle 
Hotel, has now been tak-
en over by a community 
group which wishes to see 
the Christmas themed fam-

ily fun day held during No-
vember continue.

Other fundraising events 
in support of the group 
are a gin-tasting evening 
scheduled for next month 
along with various raf-
fl es and initiatives which 
include a crowd funding 
page at www.justgiving.
com/crowdfunding/santas
sparklearran.
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Campaigners 
celebrate ferry 
route victory
A special celebration event 
held at Brodick Hall to 
thank members of the pub-
lic for their support during 
the Keep it A to B campaign 
saw a large number of vis-
itors dropping in during 
Monday afternoon.

The event organised by 
North Ayrshire Council was 
in recognition of the com-
munity contribution in se-
curing the ferry service 
from Ardrossan to Brodick 
after rival port Troon made 
a bid to take over the ferry 
service earlier this year.

At the hall, where tea, cof-
fee and cake were served, 
campaigners and support-
ers joined each other in a 
seated area where informal 
meetings and discussions 
took place.

The celebratory event, 

Lifeboat crew in two 
rescues from Holy Isle
Arran RNLI’s busy year 
continued with its 20th 
call-out after the crew at-
tended two medical emer-
gency evacuations on Holy 
Island over the last week.

The two call-outs, only 
days apart, took place at 
5.15pm on Wednesday Oc-
tober 18 and at 12.10pm on 
Saturday October 21, when 
Arran RNLI’s inshore life-
boat crew assembled and 
launched the inshore life-
boat Rachel Hedderwick to 
Holy Isle.

On Wednesday the crew 
had to evacuate a casualty 
who had injured their hand. 
The casualty was quick-
ly brought back to Lam-
lash to waiting paramedics 
for treatment. On Saturday 
the crew had to launch in 
treacherous conditions to 
treat a casualty with a sus-
pected broken ankle on the 
south end of Holy Isle. The 
Arran RNLI crew went 
ashore and assessed the 

casualty, arranging for their 
evacuation by Rescue 999 
search and rescue helicop-
ter which transferred them 
swiftly to Crosshouse hos-
pital.

Arran RNLI helm Mark 
Johnson said: ‘It’s been 
a busy year so far but the 
crew all train hard and this 
is exactly what we train 
for. Our casualty care train-
ing has served us well this 
week and the work we do 
with the search and rescue 
teams from Prestwick en-
sure we are ready to res-
pond to anything.’

Supporters of 
the Keep it A 
to B campaign 
enjoyed a cup of 
tea and met other 
campaigners at the 
celebratory event.  
01_B43AtoB01

which was on the verge of 
being cancelled owing to 
the funeral of Lady Jean 
Fforde earlier in the day, 
went ahead with the inclu-
sion of a book of condo-

lence which many people 
signed, offering their heart-
felt sympathies, including 
North Ayrshire Provost Ian 
Clarkson.

A separate celebration 

drop-in event was also held 
in Ardrossan Civic Cen-
tre the week before, after a 
meeting of the full council 
gave the go-ahead to cele-
brate grassroots communi-
ty involvement in the cam-
paign both in Ardrossan 
and Arran.
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Editorial

Thought for the week

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

The QE2 on her last visit to the Clyde. Photograph 
courtesy of R Allan Richardson. No_B43letters01

Roads dismay
Sir,
My wife and I recently 
visited Arran on holiday. 
This was our fi rst visit for 
two years, though we have 
spent many, many hap-
py days on holiday around 
your island over the last 15 
years. It is always a nice 
place to visit.

On one of our days we 
decided to spend our time 
doing a trip around the is-
land on the coast road, vis-
iting Lochranza, Corrie 
Bay, Blackwaterfoot and 
Lagg. We were dismayed 
at the state of the roads in 
a number of locations, par-
ticularly on the west coast. 
Indeed in some places we 
found it a little unnerving, 
mainly because of the rath-
er deep ditches immediate-
ly at the roadside which 
caused us to stop or slow 
down on a number of oc-
casions in order to allow 
oncoming traffi c to pass. 
Pulling over to the extreme 
nearside was not an option 
because of the possibility 
of driving into one of these 
ditches.

We hope the Arran au-
thorities can spend a little 
on improving your roads 
as their current state could 
put tourists off from visit-
ing again. We would also 
suggest ensuring that white 
lines at T-junctions, in the 
middle of the road and at 
other places, are kept pris-
tine and not allowed to 
slowly fade away, which 
was also apparent during 
our visit.

Yours,
Mike Low
Weston-super-Mare

Concession 
concern
Sir,
As an Arran resident who 
is over that certain age, I 
am a bit unhappy about 
booking a car and pas-

senger reservation online 
when concessions apply. 
As I understand it, I can-
not book a car using the 
online service unless there 
is at least one person in it. 
No person is not an option, 
so I have to pay the full 
passenger fare. If I phone, 
which CalMac is trying to 
discourage, I can book the 
car and tell the lovely lady 
that I will get my conces-
sion ticket at Brodick.

The simple answer to the 
problem would be if on the 
website one could book a 
vehicle on without hav-
ing to book a passenger. 
Rather odd, I agree, but 
it would work. A vehicle 
cannot turn up at Brodick 
without a driver and if one 
can book car only on the 
phone surely one should 
be allowed to do it online.

Buying concession tick-
ets online is the next step 
but may be too much for 
CalMac IT at the moment, 
but it surely is not impossi-
ble. I can see the problems- 
minor fraud etc, but come 
on, get thinking. 
Yours,

John Cruickshank
Whiting Bay

Correction
Sir,
I have this evening opened 
my Arran Banner and read 
the article on my talk to 

the Historical Society on 
Cunard and the QE2 and 
there are a few corrections 
required.

Captain William War-
wick was the captain on 
her maiden voyage and his 
son Ronald Warwick did 
not become captain until 
July 1990 when the QE2 
sailed from Le Harve.

The article refers to Cap-
tain Robert Warwick when 
it should be Captain Ron-
ald Warwick. 

The photograph shown is 
the Queen Mary 2 and not 
the QE2. 

Attached is a photograph 
of the QE2 that I took on 
her last visit to the Clyde.

Yours,
R Allan Richardson
Beith

Fraud warning
Sir,
I am writing to let you 
know about my experience 
in the hope of saving a few 
people on the island from 
being defrauded.

Recently I took my car to 
the mainland to have some 
major work done and ar-
ranged to collect it last 
week. Of course I had to 
make arrangements to pay 
for the work – a not insig-
nifi cant amount – and re-
ceived a summary of the 
work done together with an 
invoice by e-mail for pay-

ment plus bank details so 
I could make a bank trans-
fer.  That arrived at 2.20pm 
on a Wednesday. I didn’t 
open the email until after 
fi ve o’clock, and actual-
ly paid the bill at 5.20pm. 
That was fi ne.

Just before seven I re-
ceived a further email from 
Barry at the garage ex-
plaining that a bounced 
cheque transaction had 
somehow frozen their bank 
account and could I make 
the payment to a different 
bank account – details at-
tached.

But I had already paid! So 
I rang my bank and asked 
about this, only to be told 
that were there something 
of that nature amiss then 
the money would bounce 
back. It had not.

What to do? Should I ask 
for the sum to be clawed 
back, or should I just hope 
that it had all gone through 
correctly before the glitch 
on the receiving bank.

Then I further considered 
the second e-mail - it had 
been sent and hour and 52 
minutes after the garage 
offi ce normally closes for 
business – funny. It had 
come from Barry at the ga-
rage – but I was suspicious 
– so I rang my bank back 
and asked to speak to the 
cyber fraud section. 

A few questions and then 
I was told that the attempt 
fraud – were it an attempt 
fraud – was not really for 
the bank to investigate as 
it had been directed at me 
rather than at the bank, 
therefore the bank could 
not deal with it.

They gave me a lead to an 
outfi t called Action Fraud 
and again confi rmed that 
the money I had already 
paid had not bounced back.

I decided to leave things 
as they were and check 
with the garage next morn-
ing to ensure that they had 
indeed received the money 

into their account – which 
they had. Phew!! Anyway 
I took all the dodgy details 
with me to the garage when 
I collected my car and dis-
covered that I was not the 
fi rst person who had been 
targeted in this way.  There 
had been one other one 
which they had considered 
to be a one off – no longer!

I got the car back to the 
island and there waiting for 
me on the computer were 
another two emails from 
‘Barry’ telling me to pay 
the bill into this new ac-
count. And then I got an-
other one!  And fi nally a 
fi fth.

I decided to let the police 
know what had happened 
to me so rang that ‘ever 
so useful number’ 101. I 
spoke to a very pleasant 
person, explained what had 
happened only to be told 
that I should contact Ac-
tion Fraud as clearly no 
crime had been committed. 
What?!

Someone is blatantly and 
persistently trying to steal 
several thousand pounds 
from me and there is no 
crime? 

So does that mean that 
as the crime statistics need 
further massaging, that 
‘going equipped’ and at-
tempt murder are now to 
be downgraded to ‘not a 
crime’ as the crime does 
not occur until it has actu-
ally been committed?  ‘

No’, she said, ‘it’s not 
like that’. It’s just that in 
this case as no money had 
been fraudulently tak-
en, then no crime had oc-
curred. We should all be 
aware of this change in in-
terpretation! But that is 
what I have been told and 
it was reiterated when I 
queried it. No crime in this 
context is committed until 
it is successful!

So, what can you and I do 
to avoid this type of fraud?

Well, when you expect a 

Jesus said to her, ‘Every-
one who drinks of this 
water will be thirsty 
again, but whoever 
drinks of the water that 
I will give him will nev-
er be thirsty again. The 
water that I will give 
him will become in him 
a spring of water welling 
up to eternal life.’
John 4:13-14

It is the end 
of an era
Lady Jean is gone and it 
is no exaggeration to de-
scribed her passing as 
the end of an era.

Her death brings to an 
end the last Hamilton 
family link to Brodick 
Castle which played such 
a huge part in her life as 
she was growing up, and 
which, many years later, 
she had to leave so sud-
denly when her mother 
died and it was acquired 
by the Treasury.

As is recounted in her 
obituary in this week’s 
Banner she had a tru-
ly remarkable life, as a 
debutant, with her work 
at Bletchley Park and 
experiences across the 
world with her husband 
in Palestine, Sierra Le-
one and Northern Rho-
desia.

And while the late 
1950s may have been a 
painful time, for a varie-
ty of reasons, when she 
came home, Lady Jean 
was to carve out a mar-
vellous 60 more years 
in the service of Arran 
and her many charita-
ble works from her new 
home at Strabane.

At 96 she may now be 
gone, but she will live 
long in the memory of 
all who knew her.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we 
endeavour to ensure all our 
reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policybill of this nature, wait un-
til it arrives, then ring the 
invoicing company and 
talk to someone you know.  
Check that they have sent 
the bill, check that the bank 
details on the invoice are 
correct and only when you 
are satisfi ed should you 
pay it. No, it is not con-
venient, but then it is your 
money and if you are de-
frauded that is not con-
venient either and you still 
need to pay the bill.

I hope you can learn by 
my experience and avoid 
getting caught. I was lucky 
and could have paid the bill 
to the wrong account had 
the fi rst fraudulent e-mail 
arrived early enough to be 
plausible.

Yours,
Rory Cowan
Kildonan

Making a stance
Sir,
The history of this indus-
trialised farming of the sea 
started as small units run 
by local businesses.

Gradually competition 
and overproduction re-
sulted in buy-outs by larg-

er companies so that today 
the industry is run by mul-
tinationals. It is a similar 
story to chickens, egg pro-
duction and other intensive 
food sectors, which are 
running into trouble meet-
ing food and safety stand-
ards.

We all know of the spread 
of disease. The more 
crowded the environment, 
be they chickens, salm-
on or pigs, the more like-
ly they are to exhibit a 
catalogue of disease, wa-
terborne or airborne.

Crowded conditions en-
courage both the popula-
tions of disease organisms 
and transmissivity of dis-
eases. Think of Glasgow 
and TB in the early 20th 
century, chickenpox epi-
demics in primary schools, 
malaria and standing wa-
ter etc. 

The use of tributyltin 
as an antifouling agent 
banned 30 years ago in 
inshore waters and small 
vessels is still present and 
active in seabeds.

The recent concern about 
bees and neonicotinoids, 

which are a relatively new 
class of insecticides, is 
that they share a common 
mode of action that affects 
the central nervous system 
of insects, resulting in pa-
ralysis and death.

So what of salmon farm-
ing and the fi ght against 
the course of nature? In-
creasing biomass per farm, 
increased use of neurotox-
ins to control sea lice, an-
tibiotics, changes in the 
marine environment and 
affects on the ecosystem 
are all now clear and cat-
alogued.

 At the same time farmed 
salmon in the supermar-
ket has reduced in price 
progressively, artifi cially 
coloured yellow/orange by 
chemically produced ca-
rotenoids in the feed, con-
taining double the fat con-
tent of wild salmon, fed 
by using fi sh oils often 
from Antarctica, palm oils 
(cheaper) and cereals (the 
fi shmeal and fi sh oil from 
wild fi sh in fi sh feed have 
been partly replaced by 
vegetable ingredients).

Wild salmon might be a 

super food, farmed salmon 
certainly is NOT. 

The use of neurotoxins 
which are harming shell 
growth in shellfi sh is now 
of serious concern. 

I believe we must all 
make a stand to protect 
the inshore waters of Scot-
land; in fact the whole in-
shore system of the UK, as 
wrasse capture is clearly a 
problem now in England. 

The salmon companies 
are offering all sorts of in-
centives to local commu-
nities to support the farms.

Unless we stand fi rmly 
in our belief that truly sus-
tainable fi sheries are the 
way forward for Scottish 
inshore waters, we are col-
luding in the destruction 
of the life support system 
for the planet, which is our 
marine environment.

The choice is short-term 
profi t for a few or a long-
term positive strategy for 
improving Scottish marine 
waters, local fi sheries, and 
small communities.

Yours,
Sally Campbell
Lamlash
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Wood Energy Briquettes

A clean, practical and effective 
alternative to firewood logs. 
Delivered in handy packs

£4.20 per pack of 16

Online:  www.ArranEnergy.co.uk

Telephone:  01770 860 286

Training award win

Attendees at the 
week-long skill sharing 

event held in January 
which earned them the 

Gordon Nixon Award. 

Boundary changes would break up North Ayrshire
Proposed boundary changes, 
while not affecting Arran resi-
dents other than a name change, 
will see some areas in North Ayr-
shire signifi cantly affected.

For the most recent UK parlia-
mentary election, held in June 
this year, residents in North Ayr-
shire were either in the North 
Ayrshire and Arran constituency 
or the Central Ayrshire constitu-
ency.

But now, following earlier con-
sultation, the Boundary Com-
mission has published its revised 
proposals which include two new 
constituencies in North Ayrshire, 
as reported in last week’s Banner.

They are: Arran and Cunning-
hame, which would cover Arran 
along with Irvine, Kilwinning, 
Ardrossan, Saltcoats, Steven-
ston, Dalry and Barrmill, and 
Renfrewshire West, which would 
see West Kilbride, Fairlie, Largs, 
Skelmorlie, Kilbirnie, Beith and 
Cumbrae form part of the same 
constituency as towns and villag-
es from Renfrewshire, including 
Johnstone, Linwood, Howwood 
and Lochwinnoch as well as parts 
of Paisley.

Consultation has opened on the 
proposals and North Ayrshire res-
idents are encouraged to have 
their say on the proposed chang-

es which are likely to see constit-
uency boundaries redrawn for the 
UK parliamentary elections.

North Ayrshire returning offi cer 
Elma Murray is urging people to 
have their say on the proposals. 

Ms Murray said: ‘I think this 
consultation is particularly im-
portant for our residents who are 
currently part of the North Ayr-
shire and Arran constituency 
but will fi nd themselves part of 
the proposed Renfrewshire West 
constituency.

‘I will be making the case to the 
Boundary Commission that the 
Ayrshire towns and villages must 
be represented in the name of the 

constituency, perhaps Renfrews-
hire West and North Cunning-
hame. I strongly believe that the 
name of the constituency must be 
one which the voters can relate 
to and the proposed name does 
not achieve that. I hope residents 
take the time to visit the Bound-
ary Commission’s website to of-
fer their views.’

You can view and comment on 
the Boundary Commission pro-
posals online at www.bcs2018.
org.uk/ and the consultation will 
run until Monday December 11.

Arrangements are also being 
made to display the proposals in 
North Ayrshire libraries.

Trio are finalists 
in outdoor awards
Three Arran businesses 
are fi nalists in the 2017 
Scottish Outdoor Leisure 
Awards (SOLA) across 
three different categories.

They are Runach Arainn 
in the best glamping cate-
gory, the Isle of Arran Dis-
tillery in the best brewery/
distillery tour category and 
the Auchrannie in the best 
leisure resort hotel cate-
gory.

The SOLA awards, now 
in their second year, were 
created to celebrate the 
best of the industry; the 
outdoor and leisure busi-
nesses that play a big part 
to cement Scotland as one 
of the world’s top destina-
tions. Nominations have 
made by business owners 
in 17 categories and cus-
tomers voted for their win-
ners.

The Runach Arainn lux-
ury glamping site is in a 
small orchard near the Kil-
mory where they have 
three Scottish-made larch 
wood-frame yurts. Direc-
tor Pippa Downing said: 
‘We are delighted to have 
been voted by our custom-
ers as a fi nalist in these 
awards and the three fi nal-
ists show the great range of 
Arran businesses excelling 
in their different areas.’

The winners of the cate-
gories will be announced at 
a gala fi nal at the Glasgow 
Marriott on Sunday Oct-
ber 29.

Members of the Arran 
NHS team, including Arran 
Medical Group, has been 
awarded this year’s Gordon 
Nixon Award.

The award looks for indi-
viduals or teams who work 
in primary care within NHS 
Ayrshire and Arran who 
can demonstrate an inno-
vative development or pro-

cess they have set up. This 
could include joint working 
between the professions, 
the practice on its own, an 
individual, or other groups 
which have brought a real 
benefi t to the community, 
patients and/or the practice.

The winning innovation 
was their development of 
a week-long emergency 

training course delivered 
in January, which encom-
passed a wide range of 
age-specifi c emergency 
simulation training, to the 
team of GPs, hospital nurs-
es, paramedics and others 
on the island.

The week was organised 
by Dr David Hogg, along 
with charge nurse Ailsa 
Weir, and saw input from 
Crosshouse and national 
retrieval teams.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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Obituary: Lady Jean Fforde 
November 7, 1920, to October 13, 2017

Lady Jean photographed at 
Strabane on her 90th birthday. 
01_B43lady02

Lady Jean Fforde may not 
have been born on Arran but it 
is here, above all places in the 
world, that she had connections, 
and where Lady Jean was held 
in the dearest affection by the 
people of this island. And the is-
land of Arran was undoubtedly 
the place closest to her heart.

Lady Jean’s birth, like the birth 
of her other older siblings An-
gus and Mary, took place in Ed-
inburgh on November 7, 1920. 
Her brother Ronald was to be 
the only baby to have been born 
in Brodick Castle in hundreds of 
years in 1912.

However, Jean Sybil Vio-
let Graham, youngest child to 
the Duke and Duchess of Mon-
trose, spent a considerable part 
of her formative years growing 
up on the island. Having homes 
at both Buchanan Castle, near 
Drymen, and Brodick Castle, 
the Montrose family spent ap-
proximately six months of each 
year at each residence – spring 
and summer at Brodick and au-
tumn and winter at Buchanan.

Most people will think that it 
must have a very cosseted life. 

‘The old were once 
very young’

Lady Jean
However, in reality from a very 
early age the routine for Lady 
Jean was pretty rigorous, cer-
tainly by modern standards. 
From May 15 until September 
30 each year, there was com-
pulsory bathing in the sea below 
the castle, followed by a vigor-
ous drying with a rough towel to 
bring back circulation to frozen 
limbs – and neither weather nor 
sea-conditions made one iota of 
difference to that routine. No 
doubt it was ‘character build-
ing’ and meant to be ‘good for 
the health’.

Despite that, much of Lady 
Jean’s childhood was blight-
ed by illness. Returning from 
the beach one morning aged 
just three, she complained of a 
sore foot. On investigation, the 
swelling turned out to be the on-
set of tuberculous osteitis – the 
bone infection caused by milk 
from a little Jersey cow brought 
in to the home farm to provide 
good milk for the castle nurs-
ery, which, unlike the rest of the 

Continued on pages
 12, 13 and 14
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The first lady of Arran who lived life to the full
Continued from page 11
home farm herd, had not 
been tested for TB.

This resulted in an oper-
ation to remove abscess-
es from the offending an-
kle, having the leg put in 
irons for months and a 
year of recuperation at a 
sanitorium for tubercu-
losis in Switzerland. Al-
though Lady Jean eventu-
ally shook off this terrible 
illness, in total in her youth 
it recurred three  times and 
each time meant hospitali-
sation and long periods of 
treatment. She also nearly 
succumbed to blood poi-
soning after eating a car-
rot pulled in the garden of 
her uncle in London, while 
playing with her Graham 
cousins, dirt having be-
come lodged in the socket 
of a tooth pulled at the den-
tist the day before. During 
the long recuperation from 
this, thoughts of summers 

at Brodick and the sound 
and smell of the sea were 
the one constant thing that 
kept up her spirits in the 
depths of illness.

And, despite periods of 
illness, Lady Jean relished 
those Arran summers, of-
ten in the company of her 
European cousins, Prin-
cess Antoinette and Prince 
Rainier of Monaco. With 
them, she survived the dan-
gers of playing on the roof 
of the castle running around 
the battlements while the 
unsuspecting adults took 
afternoon tea. Part of those 
summers were also spent 
at Dougarie Lodge during 
the grouse shooting sea-
son, and it was quite an ad-
venture for the cousins to 
travel over the String Road 
in pony and trap, having to 
decant and walk with the 
nannies up the steepest part 
coming out of Brodick in 
order to give the little pony 
a chance of making it over 
the top.

As a result of her long pe-
riods of illness, Lady Jean 
was educated by various 
governesses until the age 
of 13, when she went to 
boarding school at South-
over Manor in Sussex, 
after which she spent a 
spell at fi nishing school 
in Lausanne, before as a 
debutant ‘coming out’ and 
being duly presented at 
the Royal Court in the sea-

The Arran Farmers’ Society presented Lady Jean with a specially carved pointer dog by Marvin Elliot to mark her 90th birthday. 
01_B43lady01

A portrait of Lady Jean painted by S A Robetson on the 
occasion of her 80th birthday. 01_B43lady05

Lady Jean cuts her 90th birthday cake with the late Morag 
Gardner at the SWRI annual dinner. 

son of 1939, just before 
the outbreak of the Second 
World War.

It was a very bitter blow 
to Lady Jean, that due to 
her former ill-health, she 
failed the medical to join 
the Wrens. Instead for a 
time she did her bit at the 
forces canteen in the newly 

built secondary school in Lam-
lash, as well as helping to or-
ganise evacuee children from 
the city, 12 of whom were billet-
ed at the castle and, in time, to 
be joined by four offi cers of the 
11th Scottish Commando, then 
undergoing intensive training on 
the island.

Although busy running the Vol-
untary Services on Arran, Lady 
Jean was keen to do more for the 
war effort. In 1941, shortly after 
her 21st birthday bash in the big 
hall of the Lamlash Secondary 
School, attended by many of the 
Commandos who had become 
fi rm friends and many of the na-
val personnel stationed in the 
bay, a phone call from a friend 
suggested that Lady Jean might 
apply for a vitally important job, 
about which she could give no 
details, it being hush-hush.

The job turned out to be at 
Bletchley Park, then involved 
in breaking the German Enigma 
code, which played such a vital 
role in the defeat of Nazi Ger-
many. After a year and a half at 
Bletchley, Lady Jean successful-
ly applied to became a welfare 
offi cer with the Red Cross and, 
in 1944, was posted to India, 
where in time she was kept very 
busy helping with the POWs 
freed after hellish incarceration 
at the hands of the Japanese.

Once more, however, ill-health 
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The first lady of Arran who lived life to the full

The Arran Farmers’ Society presented Lady Jean with a specially carved pointer dog by Marvin Elliot to mark her 90th birthday. 
01_B43lady01

Lady Jean accepts a Red Cross citation from the late 
Evelyn Sillars in 2010. 01_B43lady03

Lady Jean presents a � ve-a-side football award to Willie Innes of Brodick FC.

forced Lady Jean to return to 
the UK to undergo surgery, af-
ter which by way of recupera-
tion came a road trip with an old 
friend, Elspeth Davidson, in an 
old Austin 7 across war-ravaged 
Europe to Monaco and Switzer-
land.

On her return, resolving to be-
come an interior designer, Lady 
Jean then enrolled on a weav-
ing course in London, and 
while there met her future hus-
band, John Fforde, at home on 
leave from his post as head of 
the CID in the Palestine Police 
Force. The romance blossomed 
and they were married in Brod-
ick Church in October 1947, be-
fore setting up home in Pales-
tine, then in a state of civil war 
between Jew and Arab. Being 
married to the number one tar-
get for the Stern Gang and liv-
ing under armed guard at all 
times did not make for a peace-
ful time. On one occasion, Lady 
Jean narrowly avoided a snip-
er’s bullet, although during lei-
sure time there were some in-
teresting trips around the Holy 
Land, including dining with 
King Abdullah of Jordan.

Her only son, Charles, was 
born in November 1948 and 
raising a baby while living un-
der armed guard for protection 
was, to say the least, extremely 
challenging. Postings then fol-

lowed to Sierra Leone and 
Northern Rhodesia (now 
Zambia), where Lady Jean 
was delighted to see more 
of her eldest brother, An-
gus, who had made that 
part of the world his home.

Alas the marriage was not 
to endure and Lady Jean 
returned home to Arran 

in 1956 as Charles start-
ed prep school. There fol-
lowed what she describes 
as the ‘worst year of her 
life’ during which Charles 
was admitted to the Unit 
of Tropical Diseases in Ed-
inburgh suffering from a 
bout of malaria, her mother 
died just three years after 
the death of her father, and 
her divorce came through.

Amid all this, she had to 
face the diffi culties of pro-
bate and handing Brodick 
Castle, complete with all 
its many family treasures, 
over to the Treasury in lieu 
of death duties, which saw 
the forced sale of much of 
the south end of the island, 
including Dippin Lodge, 
Kilpatrick and the Heights 
at Lamlash, all with their 
adjacent kennels, result-
ing in the break-up of one 
of Scotland’s fi nest shoot-
ing estates. Criminally and 
cruelly, the factor appoint-
ed by the trustees to over-
see this process had all the 
dogs put down, some 40 or 
so shot in the head, the vet 
not even called, including 
all the pointers which could 
trace their blood line back 
for more than 200 years. 
The heartache of all of that 
almost unimaginable.

Such a terrible blow 
would all but fi nish most 
people. But it wasn’t for 
nothing that Lady Jean was 
descended from tough, re-

silient and strong fi ghting 
stock … from great Pic-
tish warriors who made 
life unbearable and unten-
able for the Roman legions 
defending the Antonine 
Wall, or ‘Graham’s Dike’ 
as it is sometimes known. 

From the great hero Mon-
trose who faced the scaf-
fold with such dignity, and 
numerous Graham, Hamil-
ton and Douglas forebears, 
marquesses, dukes, earls 
and knights, whose names 
are synonymous with Scot-

land’s martial glory and 
who faced greater chal-
lenges and won through to 
see better days.

Lady Jean faced her time 
of travail with the great-
est fortitude and set about 

Continued on page 14
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overseeing the rebuilding 
of what was left of Arran 
Estates, including the reno-
vation of Strabane, from its 
pretty run-down condition 
into the beautiful home and 
garden it now is and which 
was to be her home for 60 
years. There were various 
other ventures of varying 
success, including turning 
her beekeeping hobby into a 
honey-making enterprise to 
provide honey for the sum-
mer visitors and the Stra-
bane kitchen marmalade 
making which evolved into 
the opening of a cannery at 
the estate offi ce, producing 
among other things venison 
liver pate. This idea to uti-
lise and market local Arran 
produce, now so much the 
prevalent and the accepted 
norm, was then well ahead 
of its time.

And, in time, it would 
be a proud moment when, 
des pite the vicissitudes 
of the past, in 1969 Lady 
Jean managed to hand 
on to Charles a substan-
tial part of his inheritance. 
She also took every precau-
tion to ensure that she did 
not fall foul of the inher-
itance regulations that be-
set her parents and certain 
much-treasured items were 
also passed on to Charles 
before the event of her own 
death. The seven-year rule 
for passing on such inher-

Lady Jean with her beloved pointers and a collection of the trophies she won. 

Lady Jean was involved 
in island’s life

Lady Jean at a book signing for Castles and Catastrophes. 
Photo: Hugh Boag 01_B43lady04.

itance which applied con-
cerned her a little, and so 
one well-known and highly 
respected local GP was 
duly instructed that if she 
should die before the seven 
years had elapsed, she 
hoped he would facilitate 
her body being put in the 
deep freeze and her death 
not certifi ed until due time 
had indeed elapsed.

Lady Jean had also set 
about tracing some of the 
great pointers previously 
sold from Isle of Arran ken-
nels and had been able to 
rebuild the famous blood-
line, producing some truly 
incredible dogs with which 
she had tremendous suc-
cess competing at trials all 
over the UK, holding her 
own, indeed often beating 
many of the great profes-
sional dog handlers of the 
day. In time, she  become a 
renowned trials judge and 
president of both the Point-
er Club and Scottish Point-
er Club.

Of course, these were not 
the only organisations Lady 
Jean became involved in. 
She was heavily involved 
with the community life of 
Arran, being on the various 
committees of the Ladies 
Lifeboat Guild, the Arran 
Musical Festival, Young 
Farmers and the Scottish 
Women’s Rural Institute, 
and was honorary president 
of most, including the Ar-

ran Farmers’ Society and 
the Red Cross, giving her 
time unselfi shly and un-
stintingly to speak at count-
less engagements and open 
countless fetes, fundrais-
ers and important commu-
nity events, so often at the 
very heart of the life of this 
island. And indeed beyond, 
especially with the Red 
Cross, serving at regional 
and national level. She was 
also president of the Mis-
sion for the Deaf and Dumb 
in the West of Scotland.

She was also a prolifi c 
painter and published au-
thor with her two books of 
memoirs Castles in the Air 
and Feet on the Ground 
amalgamated into a com-
plete works Castles and 
Catastrophes in 2011. It 
was a book of which she 
was immensely proud and 
enjoyed hosting regular 
book-signing ceremonies at 
Strabane. The book is ded-
icated to her son Charles as 
a reminder that the old were 
once very young – one of 
her favourite sayings.

As she passed her land-
mark, 80th and 90th birth-
day celebrations –  attend-
ed of course by her good 
friends and family, not least 
her many nieces and neph-
ews, indeed great-nieces 
and -nephews to whom she 
was affectionately referred 
to as ‘Bongo’ –  Lady Jean 
began to scale things back 

a little. Yet even in the past 
year as her health signif-
icantly deteriorated, two 
things continued to sum up 
her service to and love of 
the people of Arran.

The fi rst, her recent gift 
of the green at Lamlash to 
the village, enabling North 
Ayrshire Council to begin 
work to save it from ero-
sion by the sea, so that it 
can continue to be enjoyed 
by future generations. It is, 
I think, signifi cant that the 
work currently taking place 
is just a few hundred yards 
from the spot her great 
forebear, the Good Duchess 
Anne, had a fi ne harbour 
constructed for the benefi t 
of the people of Lamlash 
some 300 years ago.

The second, her very last 
public appearance, just 
three weeks ago at the fund-
raising day in aid of the Ar-
ran Youth Foundations at 
Strabane. The young people 
of this island and their de-
velopment and future pros-
pects were of huge inter-
est of Lady Jean. Her fi rst 
question to me on every 
visit to Strabane was con-
cerning what was happen-
ing, as she would say, ‘with 
the young folk’… mean-
ing what was happening 
at the 13 weekly sessions 
run by Graeme and Holly, 
our incredible youth work-
ers, involving around 180 
high school-aged young-
sters. Her grandson Mar-
cus, too, has, on occasion, 
been involved with some 
of their activities while 
home from school and his 
recent academic achieve-
ments were also a source 
of much pride to his grand-
mother. The photograph of 
Lady Jean that appeared in 
the Arran Banner showing 
her surrounded by the AYF 
youngsters, as by adoring 
fans, summed it up. With-
out fail, without prompt-
ing every single youngster 
made a point of personally 
thanking Lady Jean for al-
lowing them the use of her 
beautiful gardens to raise 
funds for AYF. Lady Jean 
was very much at ease in 
their company and delight-
ing in seeing them work 
hard to benefi t themselves.

But one incident sums up 
her brilliant way with peo-
ple. During the afternoon, 
one of our youngest mem-
bers was desperate to give 
Lady Jean her afternoon 
tea and to meet her. Alas, 
as the tea was handed over, 
Lady Jean was at that very 
moment deeply engaged in 
conversation with someone 
else and unable to do much 
more than say thank you. 
But the crestfallen look on 
wee girl’s face had not gone 
unnoticed. At the end of the 
day she was invited into the 
drawing room for a person-
al audience with Lady Jean 
and asked all about where 
she lived, where she went 
to school, what she was in-
terested in and hoped to 
do with her life. One lit-
tle 12-year-old girl was on 
cloud nine and will never 
forget the day she spent at 
Strabane in the company of 
Lady Jean.

And that was to be Lady 
Jean’s last public appear-
ance. Just 12 days later after 
a brief fi nal illness, thanks 
to the wonderful, unstinting 
care of Linda, Donna, Phyl-
lis and the Strabane staff, 

as well as a late-night visit 
from the district nurse, she 
slipped away peace fully 
at home in her own bed, 
Charles and Lynne by her 
side. Although deeply sad-
dened by her death, we are 
all grateful for that small 
but rare mercy and also 
that Lady Jean was spared 
any further deteriorating or 
debilitating ill-health.

Characteristically, in 
preparation for her death, 
Lady Jean had her head-
stone created a long time 
ago by local sculptor Tim 
Pomeroy and it has lain un-
der a tarpaulin at Strabane 
now for many, many years. 
It will be a fi ne and fi tting 
memorial for a truly re-
markable lady.

But Lady Jean’s true me-
morial will be to live on in 
the hearts and fond mem-
ories of all those over the 
almost 97 years of her 
lifespan who had the good 
fortune to meet and know 
her, not least her much-
loved family and dearest 
friends. For that we can 
surely say thanks be to Al-
mighty God.                                       

Rev Angus Adamson
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NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Clans at the Tattoo
SKIBO CASTLE -
DREAM RECIPES
WIN A LUXURY STAY 
IN A TOP ST ANDREWS 
SPA HOTEL

The best 4x4s of the year

DENIS LAWSON 
ON HIS LIFE
LESS ORDINARY

NOVEMBER 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

SARAH MACK’S
LOVE AFFAIR 
WITH 
ABERDEENSHIRE

LEST WE FORGET
Special report on the ex-servicemen manning 

Lady Haig’s Poppy factory

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650

Hallowe’en 
at Montrose 
House
The Friends of Montrose 
House will be hosting 
their annual Hallowe’en 
party for the residents at 
the Brodick care home on 
Tuesday October 31 from 
5.30pm to 7pm.

As in past years, they 
hope to welcome lots of 
costumed youngsters, 
and their parents or 
grandparents, bursting to 
do their party pieces for 
the residents, in return for 
a dook and a treat. The 
annual Hallowe’en party 
brings lots of happiness 
to the residents when 
children visit, dressed in 
their scariest out� ts.

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@campbeltown
courier.co.uk

Workshops make Hallowe’en spooky and sustainable
Excited children and adults 
on Arran got into the spirit 
of Hallowe’en in the run 
up to the big day by at-
tending themed Eco Savvy 
workshops held across the 
island.

The upcycling, creating 
and swapping event which 
encouraged reusing and 
reducing waste took place 
in Lamlash, Corrie, Brodick, 
Lochranza, Pirnmill, Kildo-
nan and Kilmory.

Encouraging children 
and their parents to make 
their own goody bags and 
costumes with recycled 
materials rather than 
buying disposable and 
new items, the event also 
encouraged children to 
trade out� ts or even use 
them for materials for new 
costumes.

In addition to the swap-
ping of costumes, children 
also made their own 
out� ts while learning how 
to use sewing machines 
for upcycling. A particular 
favourite for many was 
the cookie decorating and 
the creation of Hallowe’en 
bunting which utilised 
the Arran Dairies ice 
cream tubs from a recent 
Big Green event held in 
Whiting Bay. The tubs 
themselves were used for 
the planting of seeds while 
at the hallowe’en events 
the spoons were used as 
glue scrapers and the lids 
as hallowe’en decorations.

Eco Savvy project man-
ager Judith King said: ‘The 
purpose of our workshops 
are based on the concept 

of reduce and reuse so 
that Hallowe’en on Arran 
continues to be spooky 
and sustainable. Instead 
of buying new costumes, 
with old ones going to 
waste, we wanted to 
encourage the upcycling 
and swapping of them. 
Dozens of new costumes 
have been created from 
old ones, alongside nifty 
bags and masks.

‘It is so important to 
teach these skills, showing 
the small steps needed to 
reduce personal carbon 
footprints, as well as the 
overall carbon footprint of 
Arran.’

Eco Savvy, who run a 
network of micro hubs in 
villages across Arran, aim 
to identify and accom-
plishing environmental 
projects that bene� t the 
community, increase 
environmental sustainabil-
ity and sustainable living, 
whilst working towards 
zero waste for Arran. Each 
micro hub is the focal 
point for waste reduction, 
promoting up cycling 
through skill sharing and 
reuse through swap shops 
and delivering educational 
events. Judith King helps a young Hallowe’en fan with making decorative bunting.

A young participant 
proudly shows o�  his 
Hallowe’en handiwork. 

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 November 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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With an eclectic selection 
of lighting, furniture, mirrors 
and home accessories and a 
bespoke handmade lampshade 
service, Cotterell & Co have the 
unrivalled range to help you 
confi dently create your space 
with fl air and individuality.

Each lampshade is hand-
crafted to your requirements 
at Cotterell & Co under our 
exclusive “Rocke” brand.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What year was 

Cotterell & Co Established?

WIN 
A FREE BESPOKE “ROCKE” LAMPSHADE 

CONSULTATION INCLUDING £250 WORTH OF 
LAMPSHADES AND LIGHTING

NB Closing Date is Friday 27 October

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     183

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT THE FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS WITH BREAKFAST AND 

FESTIVE AFTERNOON TEA

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the lighting sculpture in the Atrium Lounge called?

Voucher valid 9th December 2017 until 6th January 2018. Blackout dates apply, subject to availability, other terms and conditions apply and will feature on the voucher.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT THE HORSESHOE RESTAURANT WITH ROOMS 

WITH DINNER AND BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of Mark Slaney’s Wine Guide?

The Horseshoe Restaurant with Rooms is a food lovers 
getaway set in the beautiful Scottish Borders; with a 
wealth of local food producers, Head Chef Darren Miran-
da is able to change Menus on a daily basis ensuring 
only the best produce is used. The lucky winners of this 

competition can enjoy dinner from the tasting menu on one 
night of their stay and from the a la carte menu on the other.

General Manager, Mark Slaney, author of his own Wine 
Guide, “Tasting Notes” is always on hand to offer advice on 
wine selections or his other passion – The Scottish Borders.

Subject to availability. 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct 
families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn 
after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter 
reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

This December at Fairmont St Andrews, guests are in for a 
special winter wonderland treat with the arrival of an ice rink 
to the resort. Skaters have the opportunity to experience a 
classic winter tradition surrounded by the natural beauty of 
the Fife landscape and starry night sky above. The Festive 
Savoy Afternoon Tea brings a magical menu of festive treats. 

Enjoy delicate fi nger sandwiches, delicious pastries and fan-
tastic cakes in the Atrium Lounge whilst watching the Zephyr 
lighting sculpture dancing above. 

As well as an overnight stay the lucky winners of this com-
petition will receive two ice skating passes, spa access, Festive 
Afternoon Tea and breakfast in the Squire restaurant.

Now in its 13th year The Edinburgh Art Fair returns from 17 
– 19 November with 65 galleries from around the UK and 
abroad representing over 500 artists from all four corners 
of the globe.

This years Private View, which Scottish Field has 25 
pairs of tickets to, will be opened by Edinburgh based au-
thor Ian Rankin on Thursday 16 November. Drinks served 
from 6.30pm.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What Edinburgh 
based author will be opening the Fair?

WIN 
A PAIR OF TICKETS TO THE EDINBURGH ART 

FAIR AND A PRIVATE VIEW

NB Closing date is Friday 3 November

WIN 
A BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GIN’S CHRISTMAS GIN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Where are Edinburgh Gin’s two distilleries located?

Since 2010, Edinburgh Gin has been committed to the 
art and science of distilling, creating innovative and 

award-winning gins.

Edinburgh Gin’s Christmas Gin promises the 
perfumed and warming aroma of frankincense and the 
sweet fl avour of myrrh followed by lingering spice from 

cinnamon and nutmeg. 

As a small-batch distiller Edinburgh Gin produce a 
versatile portfolio of quality gins, dedicated to guiding 
people’s discovery of the modern-day gin experience.

Every bottle of Edinburgh Gin is distilled at their West 
End and Leith distilleries.

Over 18s only. Delivery to UK mainland only. Prize cannot be exchanged or refunded.

A BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GIN’S CHRISTMAS GIN

, just answer the following question:
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New 
Lochranza 
fireworks 
night
Lochranza’s � rework extrav-
aganza is being planned 
– and it has a new home. 
On Friday November 3 
Lochranza Castle will be 
lit up and � reworks will be 
launched out over the sea 
in what should be spectac-
ular display organised by 
the Lochranza and Catacol 
village hall committee, 
who successfully revived 
the village gala day back 
in July. 
The bon� re and � reworks 
night begin at 7pm, with 
music, a barbecue and bar 
on the green next to the 
hall.

A committee spokesman 
said: ‘Some traditions end 
and new ones begin. We 
would like to thank Dave 
Ashcroft and all the sta�  at 
Catacol Bay Hotel for pro-
viding a fantastic bon� re 
and � reworks displays for 
many years.

‘This year the Lochranza 
and Catacol event � nds a 
new home at the  village 
hall. We hope to be able 
to ‘light up’ the castle for 
this evening extravaganza 
and hope you can join us. 
It should be a great night – 
the � rst of many.’

Workshops make Hallowe’en spooky and sustainable

Children enjoyed the messy but tasty work of 
cookie decorating. No_B43eco04

Judith King helps a young Hallowe’en fan with making decorative bunting.

Halloween bunting made out of recycled ice cream tub lids. 

Children decorate their upcycled Hallowe’en costumes with help from volunteers. 
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle  Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm & Sun 12.30pm - 5pm
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 28th October 
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am – noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 2pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Mic Clark  The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Live music – Rock with Swagger The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live music – Fatman and the Angel  The Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm-10.30
Women in Black Coastal Way Start, Brodick, 1pm
 

Sunday 29th October
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Live music – celebration of music of young people of Arran The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm

Monday 30th October
Over-50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
Arran Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (slimming class) Shiskine Church Hall 5:15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (slimming class) Brodick Church Kitchen, 6pm

Tuesday 31st October
Every Tuesday – Metafi t Class Arran High School, 6pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls Brodick, 7pm
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Flow yoga Corrie Hall, 6pm
Scottish country dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 1st November 
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pmm, Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Knittery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Family friendly pub quiz  The PHT, 8.30pm
Coffee morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am -12pm
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Arran Parkinson’s support group Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Lamlash SWI Fire Station, 7.30pm
Zumba Gold Brodick Hall, 4pm-5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness) Brodick Hall, 5.50pm-6.50pm
RUNclub – mixed ability Little Co-Op Car Park Brodick, 5.30pm
COAST – public meeting Shiskine Village Hall, 7pm

www.arranbrewery.com

Thursday 2nd November
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30-8.00pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
Arran Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf and Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Chair yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am
Whiting Bay Thursday Club Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Arran Soul Choir Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (slimming class) Thursday - Brodick Church Kitchen 10:30 -12 noon
 

Friday 3rd November
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                          Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Coffee morning for charities Corrie and Sannox Hall, 10.30am
Arran Vets  Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Smart recovery meeting Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
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Fond farewell
Teachers come and go so the person who 
often knows the school best is usually the 
janny. And when the janny retires after 36 
years, it is a day of mixed emotions.

It was in 1961 that Mrs May Corbett ap-
proached the head teacher at Brodick Pri-
mary, Mr Mowatt, about a cleaning job. 
He gave her a month’s trial but that month 
continued until last Friday when she fi nal-
ly left the school. 

Cleaner and janitor for most of that time, 
she gave up the cleaning part 10 years 
ago to supervise the children in the play-

ground. And that, as well as her other du-
ties, meant that she has probably known 
all the Brodick children for a very long 
time. Through six head teachers, countless 
other teachers and thousands of children, 
she has seen them come and go. She even 
has children now who are grandchildren 
of those she had at the start.

Last Friday, a presentation was held at 
which all staff and current pupils were 
present plus several parents, some of 
whom were pupils.

Flying high
A team of scientists from Leeds Univer-
sity and the Met Offi ce are investigating 
wind movements on the island. They are 
based at Machrie for fi ve weeks and are 
releasing two balloons every day and fl y-
ing kites at 300 metres high.

The main aim is to investigate air tur-
bulence around hills and the experiments 
have two purposes. First, they could help 
weather forecasters better predict the ef-
fect which hills and mountains have on the 
larger weather picture. Secondly, they will 
help the Forestry Commission, which is 
also included in the team, to predict where 
wind damage to forests may occur.

Tourism matters
The Arran Tourism Council is still in ex-
istence and hopes to have three of its 
members on the Ayrshire and Arran Tour-
ist Board Committee next year. At a meet-
ing this week, Ronnie Mann said he was 
standing down and proposed that Jim 
Lees, Joe Rae and Andrew Currie of the 
distillery represent Arran. A counter pro-
posal was made that three other members, 
Assya Baumgartner, Fred Wood and Geof-
frey Botteril be elected. It is understood 
that members, with a year of some dissat-
isfaction of the tourist board just fi nishing, 
should choose which three will represent 
them.

Last Friday two Scots guardsmen were on the island drumming up support. Warrant 
o�  cer Ronnie Convery and guardsman Stewart Mackay explained to potential recruits 
what being a guardsmen entailed. 01_B42twe01

Corriecravie � re crew in their newly opened station with mainland o�  cers, assistant 
� remaster David Kennedy, � remaster John Jameson and assistant � remaster John 
Martin. Crew: leader Angus Adamson, Alastair Linton, Angela McNeish, Grant McAllister, 
Charlie McAllister, Matthew McNeish, John Taylor, Robin Cook and Alastair Barr. 01_B42twe02

Professor Stephen Mobbs, watched by Ian 
Jones and Fiona Hewer, set o�  a weather 
monitoring balloon at Machrie. 01_B42twe05

Hosts Ross and Margaret Mackay present a cheque to the Hospital Supporters’ League 
in the Cameronia Hotel last Thursday night. The sum of £670 has been raised with the 
help of Cathie Steed running ra�  es throughout the summer during the weekly pub quiz. 
01_B42twe03

Mrs Ruby Middleton receives her long service certi� cate from Mr Kevin Carty while 
other members of the Arran branch of the Arthritis and Rheumatism Council display the 
beautiful quilt they ra�  ed for funds. 01_B42twe04



PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds Classifi eds

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

UPHOLSTERY

UNDER £50
Topeak Flashstand. Bril-
liant, compact, portable and 
easy to use cycle stand for 
storage and basic mainte-
nance. Folds up into a car-
rying pouch, 20 x 8 x 4cm. 
Absolutely brand new and 
still boxed. (Does not fi t my 
electric bike) Cost £26. Will 
sell for £16. Call Allan on 
700405.
Circular Swivelling Bath-
room Mirror, 18” diameter 
with chrome fi tments. As 
new condition £5. Call Al-
lan on 700405
Oblong Swivelling Bath-
room Mirror, 50 x 40cm 
complete with matching 
glass shelf, 50 x 10cm. All 
chrome fi ttings. Absolutely 

brand new and never fi tted. 
£5. Call Allan on 700405
Three Plain White Linen 
Lampshades. 34cm Diame-
ter x 20cm deep. £7.50 for all 
three. Call Allan on 700405.
Landrover Tyres, Gener-
al Grabber AT2, 265-75-16, 
3 good tread, £40 each, 1 
just legal. FREE. Tel: 01770 
700840

FOR SALE
Chainsaw, 142 40cc, All 
Works as should, Good Log-
ging Saw, £150, Tel: 01770 
700840

FREE TO UPLIFT
Reios Three Seater Sofa. 
Good Condition. Blue/
Cream. Free. Tel: 01770 
700379

Tel: 01770 302334 (Arran)

FORD FOCUS DIESEL ESTATE ( 58 PLATE)
1.8 TCDi Style
FSH 83,000 Miles, 
12 Months MOT, 
electric Tow Bar, 
Remote Locking 
(2 x keys)

£2,800
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

Property

Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of stunning calendars. Featuring the breathtaking 
landscapes and diverse architecture from around Scotland. We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, featuring 

illustrations by R.R. McIan. Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 
To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868

The ideal gift...

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 SECTION 17(4A) 
(AS AMENDED BY CRIMINAL LAW AND LICENSING (SCOTLAND) 

ACT 2010) 
NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 

TAXI FARE REVIEW

NOTICE is hereby given that the Council, having consulted with taxi operators and 
organisations appearing to it to be representative of operators (referred to collectively 
hereinafter as “the trade”), has reviewed the existing scales and proposes to make the 
new Scales below. The proposed Scales, and any written representations, will be 
considered by the Licensing Committee on 1st November 2017, and the Committee 
will then or later fix the new Scales. These will come into force as below, subject to 
any Appeal to the Traffic Commissioner.
The proposed new scales increase fares slightly in line with changes in the cost of 
living and the operation of taxis. The proposed changes reflect the views presented 
to the Council at a meeting of the Council’s Licensing Committee held in consultation 
with members of the trade on Friday 1 September 2017. 
Any person may make written representations concerning these proposals by writing 
to Aileen Craig, Clerk to the Licensing Committee, North Ayrshire Council, 
Cunninghame House, Irvine, KA12 8EE no later than Friday 20 October 2017.

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 
CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982 (AS AMENDED BY THE 

CRIMINAL LAW AND LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010) 
PROPOSED TAXI FARE SCALES (SECTION 17(4A)(B))

These Scales will come into force as below, subject to any Appeal to the Traffic 
Commissioner, on Monday 11 December 2017.
Tariff 1 (Day) (Tariff 5 if more than 4 passengers carried)
All journeys starting or ending in the period 7am to 12am (midnight) (except where 
Tariffs 2 or 3 apply):
Initial Charge (Flagfall) – For a distance not exceeding 1,320 yards (3/4 of a mile) 
(or waiting time not exceeding 10 minutes) – £2.80.
Additional Charge (Mileage): Each additional 1/18 of a mile (about 98 yards) 
or additional waiting time of up to 25 seconds – 10p.
Tariff 2 (Nights and Sundays and during day across Zones) 
(Tariff 6 if more than 4 passengers carried)
All journeys (except where Tariff 3 applies):
• starting or ending in the period 12am (midnight) to 7am
• starting or ending at any time on Sundays
• starting or ending at any time on these Public Holidays:
2 January 
Good Friday 
Early May Bank Holiday 
Spring Bank Holiday 

Summer Bank Holiday 
30 November (St Andrew’s Day)
26 December (Boxing Day)

If a Bank Holiday is on a weekend, the following Monday is treated for this Tariff 
as a Bank Holiday
•  From the Zone for which the vehicle is licensed to another Zone in North Ayrshire – 

if the journey starts or ends in the period 7am to 12am (midnight).
• On Christmas Eve and Hogmanay from 7pm until 12am (midnight)
Fares:
Initial Charge – For a distance not exceeding 1,320 yards (3/4 of a mile) (or waiting 
time not exceeding 10 minutes) - £3.20.
Additional Charge: Each additional 1/19 of a mile (about 93 yards) or additional 
waiting time of up to 25 seconds – 10p.
Tariff 3 (during night across Zones) (Tariff 7 if more than 4 passengers carried)
From the Zone for which the vehicle is licensed to another Zone in North Ayrshire – if 
the journey starts or ends in the period 12am (midnight) to 7am.
Tariff 1 charges (Initial and Additional) plus 50%.
Tariff 4 (Festive Periods) (Tariff 8 if more than 4 passengers carried)
All journeys starting or ending at any time on 25 December or 1 January:
Double Tariff 1 Charges (Initial and Additional).
Extra Charges
1  If the vehicle starts by carrying more than 4 passengers, the fare is charged 

as Tariff 1 to 4 (as appropriate) but with 50% added (Tariffs 4 to 8). The higher 
Tariff applies until the hire ends, whether or not any of the passengers leave the 
vehicle earlier.

2  Soiling Charge £50.
Notes
1  The fare scale applies only to journeys which end within North Ayrshire. Fares 

for journeys beyond the Council area are not set by the Council. They should be 
agreed between the passenger and the driver before the start of the journey.

2  Luggage shall be carried free if it is of a size which can reasonably be 
accommodated in the car.

3  The metered charge is the maximum which can be charged. The driver can always 
charge less.

4  The Tariff 2 and 3 charges apply as soon as the journey starts, and do not change 
if part of the journey is inside the Night Period, Sunday, Public Holiday, or Zone 
and part outside.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Invitati on to Public Meeti ng
We will be presenti ng an update about 

Arran’s Marine Protected Area, as well as 
sharing views on the impacts of the Scotti  sh 

Salmon Company’s proposal to double 
producti on in Lamlash Bay. 

Please join us to share your opinions: 

7pm, Wednesday 1st November 2017, 
Shiskine Village Hall 

7pm, Tuesday 7th November 2017, 
Lochranza & Catacol Village Hall 

7pm, Thursday 9th November 2017, 
Old Pavilion, Lamlash 

HGV Driver Class 1
required for timber haulage

Experience with timber loading equipment would 
be an advantage but not essential.  Training will be 
given as required. This is a full time position with 
overtime available and excellent earning potential.

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Tel: 01770 600242

Email: mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

WANTED!
Local Delivery Driver for full time 

position and immediate start.
Full clean drivers Licence required, 
7.5 ton licence with CPC preferred.
Applications please in writing to 

Arran Haulage Services Ltd, Home Farm, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DD
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CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

DEATHS

McKELVIE - Iain, peaceful-
ly at home on Thursday, 19th 
October 2017. Iain, aged 81 
years, beloved husband of the 
late Betty and loving father, 
papa and great papa. Funeral 
service in Shiskine church on 
Tuesday, 31st October at 11:30 
am and thereafter to Clachan 
cemetery to which all are wel-
come.
LANG - (nee Kennedy), Mar-
garet Sinclair McKenzie died 
peacefully on Friday 20th Oc-
tober 2017 aged 94. Much 
loved wife of the late George; 
mother of Peter and David; 
mother-in-law of Barbara & 
Paula; grandmother of Fran, 
Ali, Kate and Jenny. Many 
happy times spent in the Cor-
don family cottage, Lamlash, 
throughout her life. Greatly 
missed, never forgotten!

Donations in lieu of fl owers 
to ArCaS.

DUNN - In memory of May 
Dunn, who died peacefully 
on 25th September in Arran 
War Memorial Hospital, there 
will be a Memorial Service 
at Montrose House, Glencloy 
Road, Brodick on Friday 3rd 
November at 2pm. This will 
be an opportunity for those 
who knew May to celebrate 
her life. All are welcome.

MEMORIAL SERVICE

NORTH ARRAN
 LINKAGE CHURCH

SERVICE
Sunday 29th October 
Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches will hold joint 

Morning Worship at 10.15 in
Lochranza church, at which 
they will celebrate Harvest 

thanksgiving.
Shiskine Church, 12 noon 

Morning Worship celebrating 
Harvest thanksgiving.

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship, celebrating 

Harvest thanksgiving.
Corrie Church, 11.30 am. 
Prayer meeting, 12 noon 

Morning Worship, celebrating 
Harvest thanksgiving.

All donations for the linkage 
Harvest thanksgivings, are for 

the Food bank.
 There will also be a 
service of Worship in 

Montrose House at 1.30 pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 29th October

11am. Holy Communion
Mrs Janis Gallagher

(note this is Janis’s last
service before she leaves

the island).
 Coffee after service.

All welcome
 NO WEDNESDAY 

SERVICE

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 29th October 
Morning Service 11am 
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick 

Evening Service 6.30pm
5Glen Road, Brodick 

All welcome. 

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship 
on Thursday 2nd November

 at 5.30 pm in Holy
Cross Church, Brodick. 
PLEASE NOTE TIME

AND PLACE.
 All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 29th October
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 29th October
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am

In Lamlash: Praise Service
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number SC014005). 

Sunday 29th October
 Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod,
 Reader, at 10.30am.

Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after

 the service.
 All most welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 29th October

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 29th October
Shiskine 11am (church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 29th October
Sunday Mass 11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday 
at 11am

For meeting venue ring – 
830622 or 820223

The Machrie Bay ladies’ team who won the inaugural Kilbrannan cake stand competition 
played between Shiskine and Machrie Bay Golf Clubs at Shiskine. 

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday October 21, Ed-
die Rankin Memorial Cup. 
Sadly, due to weather condi-
tions, the competition had to 
be cancelled. A new date will 
be organised between Corrie 
and Machrie golf clubs and 
hopefully the weather will 
be kinder. Watch this space.

Monday October 23, Mon-
day Cup. In balmy Octo-
ber sunshine, six intrepid 
souls took on the demanding 
course. 

This time Pablo reckoned 
the potential prize money 
was worthy of his endeavour. 
However, a blistering score 
well under his age by young 
Bung McMillan took the vic-
tory by a mile and, to Pablo’s 
Lima fund detriment, all the 
prize money as well. 

John Murray had a Des-
mond @4th and 5th. 1 I Mc-
Millan 57, 2 J McGovern 62, 
2 L Hartley 62.

Fixture: Monday October 
30, Monday Cup, ballot at 
noon. Saturday October 28, 
sweep, ballots at 9am and 
1pm.

Arran Bridge Club results
The results of the Arran Bridge Club aggregate competi-
tion held at Brodick on Thursday October 19 were as fol-
lows: N/S: 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Jan and 
John Beattie, 3 John Baraclough and Jennifer Wales. E/W: 
1 Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adamson, 2 Fiona and David 
Henderson, 3 Elaine Duncan and Alison Bilsland.

The results of the Arran Bridge Club aggregate competi-
tion held at Lamlash on Monday October 23 were as fol-
lows; N/S: 1 Tricia Martin and David Campbell, 2 Mau-
reen Cumming and Fiona Henderson, 3 Alison Bilsland and 
Elaine Duncan. E/W: 1 Mel and Ellie Jones, 2 Doug Chase 
and Jennifer Wales, 3 Margaret MacGill and Pat Adamson.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday October 22, 12-
hole medal, 16 played. 1st 
class: 1 J Faulkner 48-5=43, 
2 W Kelso 51-6=45, 3 G 
Stewart 54-6=48. Scratch J 
Faulkner 48. 2nd class: 1 L 
Jones 50-8=42, 2 W McNal-
ly 54-9=45, 3 A Young 60-
14=46.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday October 18, 
Wednesday Cup, seven 
played a 12-hole Stableford. 
1 J May 26pts. Magic two D 
Roxburgh.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday October 19, back 
9 medal. 1 Alan Colquoun 
34-4=30, 2 Alan Smith 36-
5.5=30.5, 3 QJ Young 38-
7=31. Scratch Dougie Mac-
Farlane 31. Magic two Q J 
Young @16th. Fixtures: Sun-
day October 29, Winter Sta-
bleford, 9.30am and 12noon 
Thursday November 2, yellow 
medal, ballot at 11am.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Fixture: Sunday October 29, 
Winter Cup, Round 1. The Win-
ter Cup postponed from Sunday 
October 22. Draw at 10am.

The third hole at Machrie Bay Golf Club.

The Funeral of
The Lady Jean Fforde

Charles Fforde, his wife Linda 
Rose and son Marcus would 
like to thank everybody who 
attended the funeral of his 
mother, Lady Jean, on Mon-
day at Brodick Church and 
those who came to Strabane 
afterwards for their show of 
appreciation and support. 

Special thanks to the Rever-
end Angus Adamson for such 
a moving service and wonder-
ful tribute, fully recognising 
my mother’s commitment to 
the island and everyone living 
here. Also to Marri Mac Innes 
for travelling to the island spe-
cially to fulfi l my mother’s re-
quest that she sing at her de-
parting. 

Words cannot express our 
gratitude (and awe) that 
Caledonian Maritime As-
sets Ltd should postpone the 
long-awaited opening of their 
new ferry terminal and we ful-
ly recognise the hours of work 
that must have gone into their 
planning of that event and 
the inconvenience of invited 
VIPs, to whom our thanks also 
reach out. 

Thanks also to Hendry Fu-
neral Services for their very at-
tentive assistance and to Gator 
Kerr and Murray Boal for all 
their work, which, although 
unseen, made the whole day 
possible. 

Many others, who know who 
they are, helped in so many 
ways and our thanks go to 
them in equal measure.

Finally, it would have ab-
solutely thrilled my mother 
had she known that contribu-
tions to the Arran Youth Foun-
dations topped £1,900 as of 
Tuesday evening. Thank you 
all so very much. 

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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Water, water everywhere!
Arran’s Mia Walker blasts the ball away from her opponent. You can see the water lying on parts of the pitch 01_B43hockey01

Continued from page 24
Lorraine a clear run to goal. 
Anne controlled the ball into the 
D, drawing the Hillhead keep-
er out of her goal and passed the 
ball round her to Lorraine to fi n-
ish off the shot. 

Never giving up, the girls from 
Hillhead came right back on the 
attack and a few minutes later 
scored a second goal, taking the 

fi nal score to 4-2 to Arran. Hill-
head voted Arran’s goalkeeper, 
Ali, as their Dame of the Game 
for her superb work repelling 
their multiple attacks on goal. 

Unable to stop over for match 
teas, the Hillhead Ladies were 
given lifts back to the ferry ter-
minal by the Arran team, allow-
ing them to change into their dry 
clothes, while enjoying a fi lling 

packed lunch provided by team 
sponsor, the Ormidale Hotel. 

The team themselves met up in 
the Ormidale to enjoy more re-
freshments laid on for them and a 
lovely roaring fi re where a fund-
raising plan to buy and install 
wet weather team shelters on the 
pitch sidelines was discussed as 
an essential facility. 

Any contributions or sponsor-

ship towards this will be hugely 
appreciated by the team.

The team would like to extend 
their thanks to Pauline Reid for 
umpiring the match and to Tre-
vor, Laura, Tommy and all the 
Ormidale staff for their support 
of the club.

 Finally, a special thanks to the 
hardy souls who came out to sup-
port the team on the sidelines in 

such horrible weather – it is re-
ally appreciated and makes such 
a huge difference to have cheers 
and support spurring the team on.

The Arran Ladies are playing 
at home again on Sunday against 
MC Clydesdale Western Ladies 
6s, with a 2.15pm push back.

All supporters will be very 
much appreciated and warmly 
welcome.

Lorraine Hewie stops the advance of a Hillhead player. 01_B43hockey03

Susie Murchie drives the ball towards the goal as Hillhead try to thwart the 
advance. 01_B43hockey04
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Arran Ladies 4
Hillhead Ladies 4s 2

Storm Brian can’t stop 
Arran’s hurricane Hewie
In the midst of storm Bri-
an, on an incredibly wet 
and soggy day last Satur-
day, the ladies from Hill-
head 4s journeyed to play 
against Arran Ladies Hock-
ey Club. It was not a wast-
ed trip thanks to a con-
certed effort by caretaker 
Kenny Morrison and play-
ers Susie Murchie, Helen 
Thomson and Dawn McK-
innon who swept the water 
from the astroturf.

Arran led the attack from 
the start with a ball rebound-
ing off the Hillhead goal-
post just a minute and a half 

Lorraine Hewie advances towards goal with two 
opposition players in hot pursuit. 01_B43hockey05

into the game. The second 
press from the forwards, 
Helen Thomson, captain 
Anne Watts and Lorraine 
Hewie, was more success-
ful, with the fi rst goal of the 
game coming from a signa-
ture reverse stick-fl ick from 
left wing Lorraine. Soon to 
follow was the second goal 
from a set piece short cor-
ner which, after rebounding 
off the goalkeeper’s pads, 
was tidied away by Lor-
raine coming in from her 
position as injector.

The young team from 
Hillhead upped their game 
after this, executing some 
excellent passing skills, 
running, twisting and turn-

ing with the ball in their at-
tack on the Arran goal. 

Wave after wave of at-
tempts to get into the D 
were denied by the Ar-
ran midfi eld and defence – 
with the few that did com-
ing to a fi rm end on the 
pads of team goalkeeper – 
and secret ninja Ali McKie. 
This kept the score at 2-0 to 
Arran when the half-time 
whistle blew.

After the break, the play-
ers returned to the pitch 
where heavy rain started 
to fall almost continuously 
throughout the second half, 
making the pitch extremely 
waterlogged and very slow. 
Hillhead still came back 

strongly and their determi-
nation was rewarded with 
their fi rst goal. 

Arran Ladies responded 
well to this, pressing back 
into the attacking D and 
winning another short cor-
ner, from which Lorraine 
scored her hat-trick goal of 
the game.

 Play was evenly matched 
for a while, with both teams 
trying to fi nd the best way 
to deal with the water on 
the pitch. A strong block 
from midfi elder Jenny 
Stark got the ball back for 
Arran, and short pass from 
new team member Becky 
Early allowed Anne and 

Continued on page 23

Goalkeeper Ali McKie and a teammate defend against another Hillhead attack. 01_B43hockey02


