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VisitArran lifted the tourism prize at the Ayrshire Chamber of Commerce Business Awards gala dinner 
last week. Here were see host Jackie Brambles (centre) handing over the award to chairman Kenneth 
Bone, Cecilia Paul, Linda Johnston and Sheila Gilmore. Full story see page 3. 

VisitArran win top tourism award

Continued on page 2

A determined bid is being 
made by Troon to ‘poach’ 
the ferry service linking 
Brodick to the mainland.

Associated British Ports 
(ABP), owner and opera-
tor of the Port of Troon, is 
offering to invest £8 mil-
lion to create a state-of-the-
art passenger ferry termi-
nal and a new pier to serve 
Arran. The modern facil-
ity would only be built if 
Troon secured the ferry ser-
vice linking Brodick with 
the mainland. 

Transport Scotland has 

proach has been made by 
ABP about the potential use 
of Troon Harbour for the 
Arran route.

And the matter was dis-
cussed during transport 
and islands minister Hum-
za Yousaf’s recent visit to 
Arran.

ABP says that a move 

Troon makes bid to
‘poach’ Arran ferry 

to Troon would help 
reliability on the service, 
which, it says, is ‘dogged 
by weather conditions’ at 
Ardrossan.

In contrast, it says, Troon’s 
uniquely sheltered harbour 
offers the prospect of a re-
liable service for islanders, 
largely unaffected by ad-
verse weather conditions. 
Troon also offers improved 
road and increased rail con-
nections, with access to the 
upgraded A77/M77 motor-
way and four trains per hour 
to Glasgow, ABP say.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman told the Ban-
ner: ‘We are committed to 
supporting our lifeline ferry 
services and providing the 
best possible service for the 
communities that rely on 
them.

‘We are looking, in the 

the issues at Ardrossan Har-
bour and have set up a min-
isterial taskforce to address 
this. However, no options 

Transport minister 
Humza Yousaf discusses 
bold attempt during 
recent visit to Arran
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Out with the old
in with the new

Station offi  cer Fiona 
receives the keys of the 
new vehicle from Steve 
Muldoon. 01_A42coast01

The Arran Coastguard 
Rescue Team has taken 
delivery of  a brand new 
state of the art vehicle.

The trusty Toyota Hi-
lux, which had served 
the Arran team well 
for nearly 15 years, 
has been replaced by a 
brand new Mitsubishi 
L200.

Steve Muldoon, sen-
ior Coastguard oper-

West of Scotland based 
at Greenock and his col-
league Peter Stewart 
handed over the new ve-
hicle to Lamlash station 

recent visit to Arran.
She said: ‘The new ve-

hicle is a welcome ad-
dition to our equipment 
and will be well used on 
the island.’

Fiona, Peter and Steve in front of the old and 
new Coastguard vehicles. 01_A42coast02

Troon plan would 
match Brodick
development
Continued from page 1
are off the table and we 
have received an approach 
from Associated British 
Ports about the potential 
use of Troon Harbour for 
the Arran route. This was 
brought to the attention of 
the taskforce last month 
and was discussed by Mr 
Yousaf with Arran commu-
nity representatives during 
his recent visit.

‘To be clear, no decisions 
have been made and we will 
continue to engage closely 
through the taskforce and 
with all relevant stakehold-
ers in analysing the various 
options for delivery of the 

Arran services as the pro-
cess continues.’

Andrew Harston, ABP’s 
port director for Short Sea 

munity on Arran, the con-
nection to the mainland is 
absolutely vital and this 
should not be left to the 
mercy of the weather, as it 
has been for too long.

Sheltered
‘The solution being of-

fered by ABP at Troon, 
which is one of the most 
sheltered harbours on the 
West Coast of Scotland, 
would represent nothing 
short of a transformation in 
the quality of the service on 

offer to the islanders and 
tourists. Not only do we 
offer reliability what ever 

How the new pier could look. 

An artist’s impression of the proposed new ferry 
terminal for Troon. 

the weather, we are also 
proposing to build a mod-
ern passenger terminal to 
fully complement the new 
pier and terminal develop-
ment under way at Brodick.’

Sea trials were held last 
year to determine if Troon 
could be an option in, what 
was thought at the time, 
could be a port of refuge. 

It is estimated the route, 
with the new faster ves-
sel currently being built in 
Port Glasgow, would take 
66 minutes to cover the 18 
nautical miles compared to 
55 minutes to cover 12 nau-
tical miles.

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

Large Council, Utility, Finance & Oil 
Company Clearance Auction
10:30am Wednesday 26th October 2016 

Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Over 400 Entries Expected - All types of Plant, Machinery HGV’s, Vans, Trailers, 
Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors Tools & Equipment etc.

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com

For further information 

Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED

OVER 80% UNRESERVED AUCTION
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Promoting 
the island in 
Spain
Driving business for the 
island, chief executive of 
VisitArran Sheila Gilmore 
will be travelling to Barce-
lona and Madrid next week 
in partnership with Visit- 
Scotland where she will be 
promoting Arran as a tour-
ist destination.

The business develop-
ment mission to Spain 
will foster interna tional 
relations with the coun-
try. Spain is Scotland’s 

ket with the country wel-
coming 146,000 visitors in 
2015. Spanish visitors con-
tribute £105 million a year 
to the Scottish economy. 

Last month VisitArran 
took part in a similar 
trip to Amsterdam which 
it said had been a great 
success.

Tourist prize triumph 
for VisitArran 

Guild quiz 
winner 
The winner of the Lamlash 
Church Guild summer 
quiz was Heather White 
of Whiting Bay. 

Organisers wish to thank 
Pat Reid for compiling 
the quiz and Arran 
Active, Brodick; the Glen-
isle Hotel, Lamlash; and 
Seal Shore campsite, Kil-
donan, for their help and 
support and everyone who 
helped in the distribution of 
the quiz forms.

Norman Rennie, general manager of Seamill Hydro, 
left, and the VisitArran team with their award at the 
gala dinner. 

VisitArran has picked up 
another award – this time 
the prestigious tourism 
prize at the 2016 Ayrshire 
Chamber of Commerce 
Business Awards.

The group was presented 
with the trophy at the gala 
awards dinner last Thurs-
day in front more than 350 
guests at the Seamill Hy-
dro. VisitArran beat the 

Sugar & Spice/Geraldo’s 
in Largs and the Ballantrae 
Food Festival.

The Auchrannie were also 
shortlisted for customer ex-
cellence but were beaten on 
the night by Glenapp Cas-
tle.

Ayrshire Chamber chief 
executive Val Russell said: 
‘My congratulations to the 
winners of the Ayrshire 
Business Awards 2016. 
What these awards con-
tinue to do is highlight the 

enormous depth in talent 
Ayrshire has. Our judging 
panel have an extremely 

just one winner from each 
category as this year’s 
awards, like previous years, 
had so many deserving win-
ners.’

Top TV personality Jackie 
Brambles, who grew up on 
Arran, played host for the 
evening with guests also 
entertained by a surprise 
visit from Britain’s Got Tal-
ent 

David Hughes, manag-
ing director, from princi-
pal sponsor Munro Partner-
ship, added: ‘The quality 
of application within each 
category year on year is 
truly outstanding, which 
pays tribute to the strength 
in depth of the business 
community across Ayrshire.

‘On behalf of Munro Part-
nership, I would like to ex-

tend my congratulations to 
all of the winners in each of 
their respective categories, 
and also to Ayrshire Cham-
ber of Commerce for the 
continued support it gives 
to the business community 
in Ayrshire.’

Kind-hearted guests also 
raised over £2,500 for 
Alzheimer’s Scotland Kil-
marnock Dementia Re-
source Centre during the 

VisitArran lifted the tour-
ism award, which was 
sponsored by Seamill 
Hydro. 

Chief executive Shiela 
Gilmore told the Banner: 
‘We were up against some 

strong opposition and it was 
a great honour just to be a 

exciting. VisitArran be-
lieves in business and com-
munity working together to 

award is really for all the 

businesses and community 
groups that we work with.’ 

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, VisitArran and the 
Glenisle Hotel are both re-

tish Thistle Awards in Glas-
gow on November 24.
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

Enchanting 
programme 
expected from 
celebrated 
musicians
Organisers of the McLel-
lan Arts Festival have an-
nounced an added extra 
to this year’s performanc-
es with a concert of works 
for clarinet and voice per-
formed by Joanna Nichol-
son and talented Scottish 
soprano Frances Cooper. 

The programme is called 
Turning the Elements and 
is inspired by poetry and 
music from Scotland with 
accompanying pictures on 
screen.

The enchanting pro-
gramme will be performed 
in Altachorvie on Wednes-
day October 19 at 7.30pm 
and will appeal to anyone 
interested in music, song, 
the Scottish tradition and 
the Scottish landscape. Or-
ganisers describe it as ‘a 
real treat’. Tickets will be 
available at the door or 
can be bought in advance 
at the Book and Card Cen-
tre in Brodick at a cost of 
£10.

Friends 
get update 
on castle 
developments
At their September meet-
ing, the Friends of Brodick 
Castle were updated on the 
past year at the castle and 
the future developments 
by assistant manager Chris 
Mills, head gardener Tim 
Keyworth and collections 
manager Paula McEwan.

The numbers visiting the 
castle and country park 
were up on previous years. 
The ongoing work in the 
gardens is continuing and 
everybody agreed the gar-
dens are looking the best 
they have for a while. 
Paula described the ways 
they will protect the car-
pets in the future. Chris ex-
plained the process for the 

The friends have giv-
en the castle two picnic 
benches which have been 
placed outside the recep-
tion and visitor centre, and 
more funds to the garden 
team to help with the re-
planting of the Tresco bor-
der.

Their next meeting will 
be the Wednesday Octo-
ber 19 when they will be 
hearing about the work of 
Ecco Savvy from Barbara 
I’Anson.  Please note the 
time of the meeting will be 
2.30pm as they have access 
to the tearoom and not 6pm 
as previously advertised.

Poetry alive and 
kicking on Arran

David reads from the 
new Alison Prince book. 
01-A42poetry03

Dave Samuels reads 
during the evening. 
01_A42poetry01 

The audience listen intently to a recitation from 
David Underdown . 01_A42poetry02

National Poetry Day this 
year was well received in 
the Brodick Bar that has be-
come its venue of choice 
for the past few years.
 Some 30 people listened 
and took part in an evening 
of poetry of varied mood 
last Thursday night.

some well-known poems 
(The Night Mail), some an-

cient poems (Dunbar), some 
entertaining poems (The 
Yarn of the Nancy Bell), and 
Gillian Lockhart’s very per-
sonal take on character and 
politics as well as many 
Arran poems propelled the 
evening.

Tim Pomeroy added a mu-
sical interlude and David 
Underdown read several 
poems from Alison Prince’s 

recent book Waking At Five 
Happens Again. 

Cicely Gill and David 
Underdown, who both or-
ganise the poetry events 
within the local McLellan 
Festival, did sterling work 
as comperes, each pre-
senting a half of the pro-
gramme.

Poetry is alive and kick-
ing on Arran.

CASTLE OPENING 
THROUGHOUT OCTOBER
GUIDED TOURS ONLY: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday through the 
whole of October – a range of Family & Adult orientated 
tours.

The Castle will be Closed Friday to Sunday
BOOKING ESSENTIAL

For more details please contact the Castle  01770 302202

THE TEAROOM WILL BE CLOSED throughout October

RECEPTION OPEN 10am – 4pm

Tuesday 18th October
Woodland Survival Skills
Do you have what it takes to survive in the Wild?
8 – 12yr olds ONLY 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL  - 302462

Halloween is coming.....

28th October

BOOKING ESSENTIAL
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ARRAN 
HERITAGE MUSEUM

SC002089 Rosaburn, Brodick
Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, Archaeology, Social 

History, Clearances, etc., and visit the 19th Century Cottage, 
the 1940’s Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge. 

Archive and Genealogy researchers welcomed (on Wednesdays only 
from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area. 
Gift  Shop. Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

From rescue dog to 
Crufts

Bus pass meal 
deal at PHT
The Pierhead Tavern has 
joined forces with Lamlash 
Church to offer a bus pass 
club meal every Wednes-
day until further notice. 

Between noon and 
2.30pm anyone who has an 
older person’s bus pass can 
enjoy a meal deal which in-
cludes a free bowl of soup 
and bread upon presenta-
tion of their  pass at the 
Lamlash hostelry.

On a Sunday afternoon 
everyone can enjoy a free 
cup of tea or coffee from 
3pm to 6pm during the 
mellow afternoon live mu-
sic sessions.

Club draw 
winners
The winners of the 
September draw of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 200 

Stella Clarke, second 
prize Andrew Carpenter.

Does Arran have 
another champion 
in the making?
A Yorkshire terrier breed-
er from Lamlash has tak-
en extraordinary steps to 
have one of her rescued 
dogs registered to qualify 
as a contender at Crufts, the 
world’s largest dog show. 

Margaret Kay, whose dog 
Niamh took third place at 
Crufts earlier this year, has 
competed at the prestigious 
competition for more than 
eight years and has more re-
cently taken Scarlett along 
as a spectator, after adopt-
ing her two years ago. Un-
able to take part herself due 
to her unregistered pedi-
gree, Scarlett has often re-

Margaret Kay demonstrates her show routine with 
Scarlett. 01_A2crufts01

Scarlett the Yorkshire terrier who has been registered with the Kennel Club. 
01_A2crufts02

ceived comments from oth-
er breeders that she herself 
should be in the ring. 

At the Belfast Champi-
onship Dog Show last year 
Margaret was told about a 
scheme whereby the Ken-
nel Club would consid-
er registering Scarlett. She 
contacted them on return-
ing home last October and 
initiated the process to 
have them consider regis-
tering her.

This involved almost a 
telephone book’s worth of 
paperwork, outlining the 
circumstances of how she 
got her and obtaining let-

ters from her breeder and 
from the family who owned 
her originally. Her DNA 
had to be sampled and ver-

fore two international Ken-
nel Club judges who were 
specialists in the breed for 
them to give opinions as to 
whether they thought she 
was representative of the 

thing had to go before two 

committees for approval.
Some seven months after 

starting the process, Mar-
garet’s tenacity paid off and 
Scarlett  was registered on 
Wednesday April 13 which 
meant that she could now 
compete at dog shows. She 
was entered at the Border 
Union Championship Dog 
Show in June and then again 
at the Scottish Kennel Club 
Show in August where she 
was placed at each of these.

 Last weekend at the Bel-

fast Dog Show Society 
Championship Show she 
was placed third in the Post 
Graduate Bitch class which 

2017. 
Margaret said: ‘I am de-

lighted. It made the dread-
ful sea trip from Cairnryan 
completely worth it. So just 
less than a year after start-
ing the ball rolling, we have 
done it.

‘When she arrived her 
coat had been complete-

ly cut off, to make her eas-
ier to keep, but it has tak-
en tremendous work to 
get her into a show quality 
coat. Now the serious prac-
tice begins as we have to 
be completely spot on by 
March of next year.

‘Niamh got a placing last 
year as a junior and has 
continued to do reasonably 
well as an adult so may-
be next year we will bring 
back more than one acco-
lade to Arran,’ she added. 

Raising funds 
for dementia
A fundraising event on be-
half of Alzheimer Scotland 
is being held this weekend.

The event will take place 
in Lamlash church hall to-
morrow (Sunday) from 
1.30pm.

It is being organised 
by care worker Danielle 
Hughes and teas, coffee, 
sandwiches and home bak-
ing will all be available 
along with a prize draw 
with a fantastic range of 
prizes. Everyone welcome. 

Danielle said: ‘Thank you 
so much to all the business-
es on the island that gave 

fundraising event. I’m so 
overwhelmed at the gen-
erosity from absolutely 
everyone.’

Trust in bid 
for top award
Alison Tosh, who started 
the Smile of Arran Trust, 
and who does a sponsored 
walk round Arran every 
year, has been nominat-
ed for a Pride of Britain 
Award. 

Alison’s son Arran died 
from a brain tumour in 
2014 and the charity set up 
in his name has raised more 
than £80,000. The Pride of 
Britain Awards celebrate 
the achievements of people 
who through their actions 
make the world a better 
place and will be broadcast 
on STV on November 1.    
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Glamping 
pods plan for 
Ardlui site
Newlyweds could soon be 
glamping on Arran if plan-
ning permission gets ap-
proved for a development 
of a small village of tent 
camping pods at Ardlui 
near Kingscross. 

A planning application 
has been submitted for 
the change of use of farm-
land into a campsite with 
10 glamping pods. Offer-
ing sleeping accommoda-
tion for two adults and two 
children, the timber framed 
and canvas covered build-
ings will also feature a 
bathroom, kitchen, dining 
area and an outside deck. 

Situated between Lamlash 
and Whiting Bay, the site 
offers scenic views towards 
Holy Isle and already pro-
vides a small number of 
touring caravan and motor-
home facilities. The plan-
ning application includes 
two of the pods being allo-
cated as deluxe honeymoon 
units as well as a separate 
car park and the relocation 
of the entrance to the site 
to allow for easier and saf-
er access. 

Extending to approxi-
mately 1.8 hectares, the 
proposed area is situat-
ed in what was original-
ly a tenant farm dating 
back to 1869 and where 
guests, who arrived by pad-
dle steamer from the near-
by Kingscross port, would 
visit during the summer 
months. 

The application is cur-
rently under consideration 
by North Ayrshire planning 

Arran residents might no-
tice an increase in the num-
ber of military ships and 
aircraft around the island as 
the bi-annual Joint Warrior 
exercise takes place across 
Scotland this month. 

The UK-led training 
event, which started last 
week and continues un-
til Friday October 21, will 
see various exercises tak-
ing place off the Scottish 
coast and airbases includ-
ing Prestwick, RAF Loss-
iemouth and on military 

A man, who was once Elvis 
Presley’s bodyguard, was 
presented with a bottle of 
Arran malt during a recent 
visit.

Bill ‘Superfoot’ Wallace 
visited Ardrossan to of-

Centre for Personal Safety’s 
charity centre in the former 
Barony St John church hall 
building on Princes Street.

Bill is a martial arts leg-
end who earned his nick-
name because of the speed 
of his kicks which were 
once measured at more than 
60mph.

Market report
At its sale last week, United 
Auctions at Stirling had forward 
11,567 store and breeding sheep.

Leading prices: TexX las 
£65.50 Drumaghinier, £62.20 
Whin. SuffX las £70 Drumagh-
inier, £59 South Feorline, £58 
Sheddock, £53 Swallowbank. 
Mule £54.50 Drumnaghinier, 
£54 Sheddock, £47 South Feor-
line. Cross £52 Ceither Groithe. 
BF £45 Drumnaghiner, £37 San-
nox. Cross Gimmers £70 San-
nox. Mules ewes £70 Balgowan. 
BF ewes £46 Craigview.

More works on the String
Resurfacing work will lead to more roadworks on 
the String Road later this month.

North Ayshire Council has programmed the work, 
weather permitting, to resurface a further three sec-
tion of the String between Glenshurig and the Summit.
Hillhouse Quarry have been awarded the contract to 
carry out the works which will start the week com-

lights or stop/go boards.

Operation Joint Warrior is   
under way in Firth of Clyde

ranges and seas around the 
country, including the Firth 
of Clyde. 

Close to 6,000 military 
personnel and 15 different 
countries will be involved 
in the training which will 
see 31 warships and subma-
rines as well as almost 60 
aircraft from countries in-
cluding the USA, Germa-
ny, France and Norway tak-
ing part. 

Running almost con-
currently with Operation 
Joint Warrior will be Op-
eration Unmanned Warrior 
where 40 companies will be 
demonstrating the capabili-
ties of unmanned aerial ve-
hicles, unmanned underwa-
ter vehicles and unmanned 
surface vehicles, however, 
the majority of these will 
take place around the west 
coast of Wales. Operation 
Unmanned Warrior aims to 
showcase the potential and 
feasibility of the use of un-
manned and autonomous 
systems in a military capac-
ity. 

Bill Wallace receives a bottle of Arran malt from Alan Bell during his visit to 
Ardrossan. 

Elvis minder 
delighted with 
Arran malt

American-born Bill re-
tired from competition in 
1980 undefeated after be-
ing the Professional Kara-
te Association (PKA) mid-
dleweight champion for six 
years.

He was Elvis Presley’s 
bodyguard and personal 
trainer from 1974 until his 
death in 1977. 

centre, which provides per-
sonal safety training and ad-
vice to victims of violence, 
Bill received a bottle of 
malt whisky donated by Isle 
of Arran Distillery and said: 

‘I am delighted to be sup-

ing The Scottish Centre for 
Personal Safety’s training 
hall in Ardrossan. The work 
Alan Bell and his team do 
to help victims of violence 
and to teach the public how 
to stay safe is wonderful 
and I hope the local com-
munity embrace this facili-
ty, the classes on offer and 
the work this charity does.’

Bill added: ‘I’d like to ex-
tend my thanks to Arran 
Distillery for this wonder-
ful reminder of my time in 
Scotland. Slainte.’

Auchrannie 
Winter Bowls 

starts Tuesday 
October 25 at 7pm.

Arran Medical Group
Seasonal Flu 
Vaccination 
Programme

The seasonal Flu Campaign 
will be starting in October. 
The campaign includes the 

following groups
Children 6 months to under 2 year in an at risk group –   
clinic  appointments
Children pre-school – 2 years to 5 years – clinic  appointments  
Primary School children – P1 to  P7 -  vaccinated at school
Secondary school children up to 18 years in an at risk group 

    – vaccinated at school
Aged 18 years to under 65 years in an at risk group, this is 
for people with a serious medical condition such as lung 
and heart problems, diabetes, kidney disease, being very 
overweight  or who have a lowered immune system. 

    –  clinic  appointments 
All pregnant women – clinic appointments
All people aged over 65 –  clinic appointments

 If you are unsure if you are in an eligible group please 
do not hesitate to contact the surgery. All our Flu 
clinics will be by appointment only.

Appointments  will be available  in 

October and November. To make a fl u 

vaccination appointment at any surgery 

please phone on 01770 600516. 
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Arran author Tony Black 
will publish his latest book 
later this month with a free 
launch event to be held in 
Brodick Library.

The crime writer is to 
launch his new novel Sum-
moning the Dead at the 

Black takes us to the dark 
side as he summons the dead

The front cover of 
Summoning the Dead.

Crime writer Tony Black. 

event on Thursday October 
20 at 7.30pm.

Published by Black & 
White Publishing, it is the 
third case for Ayr Detec-
tive Inspector (DI) Bob 
Valentine and it could not 
be more relevant to today’s 
times as it is inspired by a 
real life, shocking case.

Set in Ayrshire, the book 
begins with a young child 

in a barrel. His hands, ca-
ble-tied, appear to be 
locked in prayer. As foren-

they are in for an even big-
ger shock – he is not alone. 
With his near-fatal stabbing 
almost a memory, DI Bob 
Valentine is settling back 
into life on the force but he 
knows nothing will ever be 
the same.

Haunted by unearthly vi-
sions that appear like wak-

ing dreams, he soon under-
stands he is being inducted 
into one of Scotland’s dark-
est secrets. When the boy 

as a missing child from the 
1980s, it re-opens a cold 
case that was previously 
thought unsolvable. When 
further remains are un-
earthed, the facts point to a 
paedophile ring and a polit-
ical conspiracy that leads to 
the most hallowed corridors 
of power. 

The publishers say Sum-
moning the Dead is ‘a po-
lice procedural with a par-
anormal edge from Irvine 
Welsh’s favourite British 
crime writer’.

Shortlist magazine has de-
scribed Black as: ‘The new 
Scottish noir king you need 
on your bookshelf ... twisty 

and the Daily Mail said: 

‘Amongst the best of the 
new Tartan noir’. 

Black, 44, is the au-
thor of 13 books, most re-
cently A Taste of Ash-
es, the second novel in 
his DI Bob Valentine se-
ries. He has been nominat-
ed for six CWA Daggers 
and was runner up in The 
Guardian’s Not the Book-
er prize for The Last Tiger.
He was one of four au-
thors shortlisted for the 
prestigious CWA’s Dag-
ger in the Library Award, a 
prize awarded to an author 
for their body of work, an-
nounced to Tuesday, but did 
not win the overall title.

An award-winning jour-
nalist, he was born in Aus-
tralia and grew up in Scot-
land and Ireland. He moved 
to Arran from Mossblown 
in Ayrshire 18 months ago 
and now lives in Kildonan.

At the event on Thursday 
October 20 at 7.30pm in 
Brodick Library drinks and 
refreshments will be pro-
vided. 

This event is free and 

everyone is welcome. Sum-
moning the Dead is avail-
able in paperback priced 
£7.99 as well as on Kindle 
and signed copies will be 
for sale on the night.

www.rembrand.co

5,000+ PRODUCTS AVAILABLEWE’RE DELIVERING
TO           ISLE

 TIMBER & SHEET MATERIALS
 DOORS, STAIRS & WINDOWS
 SOLID OAK FLOORING
 DECKING & FENCING
 INSULATION & POLYTHENES
 WETWALL & CEILING PANELS
 UPVC FASCIA & CLADDING
 GARAGE DOORS
 ROOF TRUSSES

14 Kyle Rd Irvine KA12 8JU  

irvine@rembrandtimber.com
T: 01294 277111 Open to Trade & Public

Mon-Fri  7.30am - 5pm
Sat           8am - Midday

JOINERY
TIMBER

&
 TIMBER & JOINERY SPECIALIST

. Up & Over Doors 

. Roller Doors

. Sectional Doors 

. Operators & Spares

SCOTLANDS  

GARAGE DOOR DISTRIBUTOR

Weekly delivery FREE OF CHARGE 

for our account customers

QUOTE: IRVINETWO
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not  ex cuses 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Stop this eyesore
Sir,
Following John Campbell’s 
letter in last week’s Banner, 
we, the Arran Civic Trust, 
are also very concerned that 
planning has been given for 

placed at either end of Holy 
Island.
  This has been approved by 
the planning  department 
of North Ayrshire Council 
(NAC) and not even con-
sidered by the planning 
committee of elected coun-
cil members.
 The planners have rid-
den roughshod over the 
views of the local commu-
nity. There were objections 
from the Arran Communi-
ty Council, the Arrran Civ-
ic Trust and approximately 
100 other protesters.
 Holy Island is a Scottish 
Heritage Island with much 
history attached to it, and 
NAC, despite its decision,  
refers to it as a ‘landscape 
of high sensitivity’.
 It is indeed an important 
part of the Arran landscape 
where no other wind tur-
bines are allowed. What 
now can be done to stop 
this eyesore which will af-
fect everyone who comes to 
the island?

Yours,
John Inglis,
chairman, Arran Civic
Trust, and members
John Roberts, Caroline
Fleming, Sally Camp
bell, Lavinia Gibbs and
David Scott.

Parking plea
Sir,
Parking at the ferry termi-
nal has obviously become 

cent months for obvious 
reasons and more so for 
those who are less mobile.

Could I through your col-
umns ask drivers kindly not 
to use the few disabled spac-
es reserved for blue badge 
holders? Last week we were 

‘There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven.’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

at the car park at 7.30am and, 
although we did manage to 
get the last space, a quick 
check showed none of the 
cars occupying the spaces 
displayed the required badge. 
This is often the case.

Blue badges are not 
awarded lightly but only to 
those in great need. Please 
if you have good pain-free 
legs, use them and leave 
these spaces for those who 
really need them.

Yours,
Norma Davidson,
Brodick.

Train challenge
Sir,
I had to laugh at the article 
last week’s Banner on the 
Ardrossan train delays. 
 It just smacked of a politi-
cian looking to get his name 
in the local press. He quotes 
many statistics about trains 
terminating late at Ardros-
san South Beach and Ar-
drossan Town without stat-
ing that only two trains 
per day terminate at South 
Beach, and neither on every 
day of the week.
 One train per day termi-
nates at Town at 11.03pm, 
some time after the last fer-
ry has left. So, not too much 
to worry about there. Sure-
ly the measure is how many 
times the train fails to deliv-
er people to the ferry? Not 
very often, so where is the 
issue?

However, if MSP Neil 
Bibby wants a real issue to 
address, then perhaps the 
connections between the 
ferry and the trains would 
appeal. Ever since elec-

vice from Ardrossan Har-
bour has been determined 
by the timings of the Largs 
and Ayr services. Untan-
gling this will be very dif-

would be up for the chal-
lenge?

Yours,
Lyn Rowley, 
Torbeg.

School bus goodbye
Sir,
I would like to say a big 
thank you to all the pu-
pils who have travelled on 
the String school bus in the 
morning.
 Your behaviour has been 
exemplary and I will miss 
you all.
 Thank you for all of your 
cards, presents and good 
wishes. All the best for the 
future.

Yours,
Iain Hendry,
Brodick.

Breakdown help
Sir,
I would like to say a big 
thank you to all who helped 
when my car broke down 
near Whiting Bay two 
weeks ago. The help was 
most appreciated.

Yours,
Norma Russell,
Brodick.

Kind hospitality
Sir, 
I would like to thank the 
Rev Angus Adamson, 
John Lauder and all at St 
Bride’s Church in Brod-
ick for their kind hospi-
tality and welcome I 
received at their recent 
coffee morning held on 

September 21. Look for-
ward to meeting up again 
next year. 

Yours, 
Gordon Waddell, 
Airdrie.

Grateful thanks
Sir,
Through your pages can 
I send my grateful thanks 
to the lovely person who 
found my purse sitting on a 
bench on Lamlash Green on 
Sunday October 9.
 You took the time and trou-
ble to hand it in to Lamlash 
police station on a beauti-
ful sunny afternoon and 
it was returned to me that 
evening.

I don’t know who you are 
but I would like to thank 
you. I am very appreciative 
of your kindness, honesty 
and help.

Yours,
Alison Page,
Lamlash.

Painting puzzle
Sir,
I am wondering if anyone 
could identify the house 
in the painting I have. It is 
in Kildonan Bay and was 
painted by David Dunn 
around 1900.

Yours, 
Fiona Hannay,

Does anyone know where this house is? 

Troon ready for port fight
It looks like Troon is ready to make a solid move to 
try to secure the main Arran ferry route.

The detail of the proposals highlighted in the Ban-
ner this week show this is no pie-in-the-sky plan. 
Associated British Ports, owner and operator of the 
Port of Troon, has done its homework – and its sums, 
coming up with an £8 million investment plan for a 
new pier and terminal building.

approach has been made to it and that it has gone 
as far as being discussed by new transport and is-
lands minister Humza Yousaf with community lead-
ers on Arran shows this is already well off the start-
ing blocks.

san is ‘dogged by weather conditions’ disrupting ser-
vices, while extolling the ‘uniquely sheltered har-
bour’ Troon offers.

Of course Transport Scotland is keen to point out 

instance’ to try to resolve the issues at Ardrossan with 
the ministerial taskforce which has been set up. How-
ever, it admits ‘no options are off the table’, which 
will give Troon hope.

The Caledonian Isles has already had successful sea 
trials at Troon and a next generation CalMac ferry is 
presently being built at Port Glasgow for the Brod-
ick to Ardrossan route, which Troon says it is already 
equipped to handle. It says the new boat could make 
the 18 nautical miles to Troon in 66 minutes – 10 
minutes longer than the present service – and says 
the town offers good road and rail links. But is that 
strictly true?

Troon is much further south than Ardrossan, so 
logistically it is going to take longer to get to Glas-
gow, Edinburgh or anywhere further north. 

However, it is good to see another port throw its 
hat into the ring and it will be interesting to see how 
Ardrossan harbour owner Peel Ports reacts. 

Could it be all change by the time the new ferry 
arrives?
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Scottish Calendars 2017

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Arran is in good hands, says 
new council leader
Arran’s economy, its chal-
lenges and its future di-
rection were the topics of 
choice last week when new 
North Ayrshire Council 
leader Joe Cullinane spent a 
day on the island. 

The visit formed part of 
Joe’s plans to get out into 
the local area and meet some 
of the businesses, groups 
and individuals making a 
positive difference in their 
community. He became 
council leader when La-
bour took over the admin-
istration of the council last 
month.  

call and Councillor Cull-
inane ensured that a jam-
packed agenda was pre-
pared to make the most of 
his trip over on Tuesday 
October 4.      

First stop was the Arran 
Outdoor Education Centre, 
where both the leader and 
Councillor Jim Montgom-
erie, cabinet member for 
place, were warmly wel-
comed by centre manager 
Ian Staples for a tour of the 
facility and introduction to 
some of the staff. 

The visit also includ-
ed a stop at Brodick Cas-
tle, where the leader got a 
chance to see the centre’s 
services in action as pupils 
from Dalry Primary were 
getting ready to take part in 
an orienteering task.

Councillor Cullinane said: 
‘I was lucky that my trip 
tied in with the delivery of 
a residential outdoor learn-
ing programme as it gave 

hand how the team deliver 
their services. 

Sheena Borthwick-Toomey of the Arran Economic 
Group met with Councillor Cullinane.

The council leader is pictured with Ian Staples of the 
Arran Outdoor Centre and other staff  with the Holy 
Isle behind them.  

Elizabeth Faulkner is 
celebrating 21 years’ 
service.

‘The level of commitment 
and passion that each and 
every member of the team 
displayed was incredible. 
This was evident in every-
one from the centre’s bur-
sar, Elizabeth Faulkner, 
who had just celebrat-
ed 21 years’ service, right 
through to their modern ap-
prentices. In fact, it was one 
young modern apprentice 

in particular, Raiyan Stra-
chan, who impressed me 
the most. I watched as she 
prepared the group of Dal-
ry pupils for their orien-
teering course, and you’d 
think with her knowledge 

been in the job for years.’
The leader then chatted 

with some of the team over 
lunch of soup and scones 
handmade by their catering 
team, and got to hear how 
the centre had been trans-
formed in recent years with 
the introduction of ambi-
tious new manager Ian Sta-
ples. His vision for the cen-

tre has seen a whole host of 
services added to its offer-
ing, from residential out-
door learning programmes 
for schools, to leisure hol-
iday packages for couples 
and families. It also pro-
vides all-important con-
ference and meeting space 
for island residents – and 

wedding ceremony only a 
few weeks ago. 

After lunch, Joe then trav-
elled to the Douglas Hotel 
to meet Arran Econom-
ic Group’s development 
director Sheena Borth-
wick-Toomey.  

Sheena described some 
of the exciting projects and 
ideas currently being under-
taken or developed for the 
island, all 24 of them. Pro-
jects such as Brodick har-
bour, Market Road, trans-
portation and affordable 
housing were discussed. 
She also spoke about the 
work being done to ensure 
Arran’s residents stay con-
nected to the rest of the 
world through high-speed 
internet connectivity, par-
ticularly through utilising 
‘white space’ technology.  

Councillor Cullinane said: 
‘Meeting Sheena was both 
thought-provoking and 
inspiring, to say the least. 
The talent and skills of 
those involved in the 
Arran Economic Group is 
vast and they all have the 
same underlying desire to 
make Arran the very best 
it can be for both residents 
and visitors. 

‘They have some impres-
sive and creative ideas that 
could help address some of 
the issues that island-living 
brings and I look forward 
to hearing how these ideas 
develop.’

The last stop of the day 
was the Auchrannie Resort, 
where the leader met exec-
utive director Linda John-
ston to discuss the develop-
ment of the resort to date, 
plans for its future and to 
get a tour of the expansive 
grounds. 

He said: ‘With an average 
of 200,000 visitors during 
the summer period alone, 
it’s no surprise that Arran’s 
tourism sector is the is-
land’s cornerstone industry.

‘It’s therefore really en-
couraging to see business-

es like the Auchrannie Re-
sort going from strength to 
strength. They’ve expanded 
their business ten-fold over 
almost 30 years in opera-
tion to provide high-quality, 
luxurious services. And this 
is thanks to the ambitious 
team who don’t let a good 
opportunity pass by.’

Speaking about his vis-
it to Arran, he added: ‘I am 
hugely encouraged to see 

and effort Arran residents 
and businesses are putting 
in to improving the island. 

‘It was a really worth-
while trip and I look for-
ward to keeping in touch 
with those I met and hear-
ing all about their future de-

that Arran is in really good 
hands with these dedicated 
organisations.’
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OUR SPONSORS

ScottishField
®

2017

LAST CHANCE TO 
NOMINATE!

www.scottishruralawards.org

categories 

include

Artisan Food

business start up

rural tourism & 

hospitality

rural employer

To fi nd out how, visit

GET INVOLVED 

WITH THE 

2017 SCOTTISH 

RURAL AWARDS

Nominations close 

Friday 14th October

Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

Whiting Bay artist David 

ished painting murals on the 
last of the four historic bus 
shelters in Whiting Bay. 

years ago and came about 

The wait is ove
completes bus 

cided to save the last of four 

isted throughout the village 

and the remainder required 

sprucing up. 

ings. With helpful advice and 
sourcing of the speciality 

ed the shelters as they have 

tributions and symbolisms. 

ted by Whiting Bay Primary 

ings for it to be used after he 

Artist David Aitcheson with the fi rst of the completed bus shelters - Sea Life - fi nished 

Sea Art features 
works of other artists 
including local 
landscape artist Angela 
Elliott-Walker.
01_B41bus 07

David demonstrates 
the rings onto which 
padlocks can be 
attached at the shelter 
called Sea Love. 01_B41bus 05

Sea Love features an iconic view from Sandbraes 
towards the old church. 01_B41bus 06
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er as artist
shelter murals

Sea History is painted 
in the style of 1930s 

railway adverts.
 01_B41bus 04

was contacted by David’s 
wife Aileen. On the side of 
the shelter is another tribute 
to local landscape artist An-
gela Elliott-Walker.   

Sea Love, which contin-
ues with the coastal theme, 
is the second shelter before 
entering Whiting Bay from 
Lamlash and is dedicated to 
love and peace and includes 
two rings on which padlocks 
symbolising eternal love can 
be attached. 

This is a bright and cheery 
bus shelter that features a 
rainbow and doves and an 
iconic view of Whiting Bay 
church as viewed from Sand-
braes. 

ter, the artist’s favourite and 
possibly the most-loved 
in the community, is the 
Kingscross shelter known 
as Sea History. This shel-

ter, which features an icon-
ic view over the bay, is in 
the style of 1930 railway ad-
verts with the lettering in pe-
riod style and a typical slo-
gan type of the era saying 
‘Whiting Bay - The Jewel of 
the Clyde’. 

Paying homage to the ar-
ea’s Viking heritage, the 
shelter also features a paint-
ing of King Hakon of Nor-

way and one of Scotland’s 
Robert the Bruce. 

David said: ‘I am delight-
ed to have been given the op-
portunity to complete these 
murals and it is extremely 
gratifying they have been so 
well received by the commu-
nity and visitors to the vil-
lage. I have really enjoyed 
doing them. They add some-
thing unique to the village.’ 

in 2014. 01_B41bus 01

Explaining the various 
elements of the design, 
David shows how he 
painted the COAST logo. 
01_B41bus 02

Sea Art incorporates the work of Jack Vettriano and 
submissions from Whiting Bay Primary School pupils. 
01_B41bus 03
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fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com

arranbanner

Learning about recreating a
valley of wooded wilderness

At a meeting of Arran Nat-
ural History Society on Oc-
tober 6, John Savory gave 
an illustrated presentation 
on The Carrifran Wildwood 
Project. 

John is a zoology gradu-
ate of Aberdeen University. 
He did his PhD research at 
Banchory into feeding ecol-
ogy of red grouse and then 
had a long career as a poul-
try scientist researching as-
pects of their behaviour, 
welfare and physiology. 

ways ecology and in his re-
tirement he feels fortunate 
to be involved in this Bor-
ders Forest Trust’s project.

The Carrifan project is 
seeking to recreate a valley 
of wooded wilderness in the 
Southern Uplands with the 
rich diversity of native spe-
cies that existed there thou-
sands of years ago before 
human activities became 
dominant.  The 1,500 acre 
valley in the Moffat Hills 
was bought through the 
hard work of a dedicated 
team of volunteers and the 
help of many generous sup-
porters. 

On January 1 2000 the 
purchase was completed, 
entry to the land gained and 

Carrifran. 
Since the start of planting 

in 2000, more than half a 
million saplings have been 
planted. These were derived 
from seeds collected locally 
by volunteers, which were 
mostly then cell-grown in 
compost plugs by commer-
cial nurseries with stock 
control procedures rigor-
ous enough to ensure that Checking the boundary fence along Saddle Yoke, 

the narrowest ridge in the Southern Uplands. 

Members of the ecology planning group inspect peat erosion in Rotten 
Bottom. 

only plants from the proj-
ect’s own seeds were plant-
ed. Five years is the period 
normally considered neces-
sary to reach establishment, 
but on the high ground at 

even more years are some-
times needed.

ration project of its kind, it 
is hoped the Carrifran Wild-
wood will be an inspiration 
and an educational resource 
to many over the next mil-
lennium. 

 John described the back-
ground to the Carrifran 
Wildwood story, the loca-
tion and purchase of the 
site, the planting of 600,000 
trees and shrubs over a de-
cade and the biological re-

cording there.  He then con-
centrated on describing the 
gradual colonisation by 
woodland birds in the de-
veloping woodland, based 
on systematic annual sur-
veys and incidental records. 

 It was a fascinating eve-
ning, with an interesting 
side story: 6,000 years ago, 
in the peat bogs of Rot-
ten Bottom at Carrifran  a 
yew hunting bow was aban-
doned for reasons no-one 
will ever know. 

There it remained, pre-
served in the peat, until it 
was found by a hill walk-
er in 1990. The bow is the 
oldest discovered in Britain 
and is now on display in the 
Museum of Scotland in Ed-
inburgh.

TURNING THE ELEMENTS
Music song and pictures inspired by 

Scotland

Wednesday 19th October
Altachorvie, Lamlash

7.30pm
Adults £10

Children and young people 
at school free
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For more information and worldwide subscriptions: 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe

RING 01371 851868
£9.99

Scottish textile design studio Juniper and Jane is 

based in West Kilbride, Ayrshire.  Much of their time is 

spent roaming Scotland’s wild places from which they 

draw inspiration for their printed patterns. 

Textile Artist, Jane Hunter and designer, Sam Kilday 

venture off the beaten track in a bid to fi nd those 

quiet, remote locations in which to absorb the natural 

surroundings.  Travels take the pair from craggy 

coastlines, hearing only the sound of inquisitive seals 

to lonely mountain corries in the hidden north, long 

since abandoned by ice and man.

Juniper and Jane’s textile patterns evoke the true 

character of Scotland’s wilderness in a contemporary, 

illustrative style.

The mountain bothy cushion on offer is printed on 

100% natural, unbleached cotton and comes complete 

with a plump feather pad.

To fi nd out more about Juniper and Jane’s fabrics, gifts 

and home accessories visit: www.juniperandjane.co.uk

PER QUARTER

ONLY

SUBSCRIBE to 
Scottish Field and receive a free 
mountain bothy cushion from 

Juniper and Jane worth £42.00*

SAVE OVER

20%
ON THE COVER PRICE –

ONLY £39.96 (Direct Debit)

A SUBSTANTIAL SAVING 
ON A YEARLY COVER 
PRICE OF £51.00

A STUNNING BORDERS GARDEN MAKING OF THE MIKADOTHE FORGOTTEN ARCTIC EXPLORER   BIRTHPLACE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

JULY 2016
CASTAWAY – Dumped on an uninhabited Hebridean island with no food or shelter, how would we survive?

Plus

10 The alien wildlife  invading Scotland

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   JULY 2016. £4.25
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The celebrated author on the uncommon 
appeal of niceness  

FREESCOTTISHEQUESTRIANYEARMAGAZINE

*

*UK ONLY

*Price includes P&P

MP Patricia Gibson joins pension campaigners on Arran. 

Sean Batty is backing the Scottish Water winter 
campaign.

Pension inequality campaign 
support from MP Patricia
Patricia Gibson, MP for 
North Ayrshire and Arran, 
held a street stall in Brodick 
earlier this month to collect 
signatures in support of a 
Westminster petition. 

The stall was one of a se-
ries held across the constitu-
ency urging the UK govern-
ment to make transitional 
arrangements for all wom-
en born in the 1950s on or 
after April 6 1951 who have 
what she describes as ‘un-
fairly borne the burden of 
the increase in state pension 
age’. 

The petition was present-
ed to Parliament this week.

Mrs Gibson said: ‘The 
principle behind equalis-
ing the state pension age is 
something that all parties 
support. 

However, any levelling 
must be done honestly and 

responsibly, something ab-
sent from the UK govern-
ment’s strategy thus far. 
The state pension is not a 

in terms of women born 
in the 1950s, the UK Tory 
government has broken that 
contract. This has affected 
4,800 women in my own 
constituency of North Ayr-
shire and Arran.

‘This injustice has in-
spired many to speak out 
against the Tories’ ill-ad-
vised plans. 

‘None has been more vo-
cal than the Women Against 
State Pension Inequality 
campaign group.

Their strength and convic-
tion contributed in no small 
part to the matter being de-
bated at Westminster on 
several occasions.

‘Last week the SNP pub-

lished independently com-
missioned research proving 

edly illustrating the ‘un-
affordable’ cost of such a 
transition, are entirely false. 

‘The Tories can afford to 
right the wrong that is im-
pacting upon millions of 
women because they are 
being refused access to their 
pension and, in the interests 
of social justice, must take 
immediate action.

‘The response from the 
public to this petition has 
been very positive. 

On Arran alone, hundreds 
of signatures were collect-
ed. There is an understand-
ing these women have suf-
fered a cruel injustice and 
this petition will send a 
clear signal to the UK Gov-
ernment that it must think 
again.’

Sean gets behind winter campaign 
to curb the misery of burst pipes
Scottish Water is urging 
householders and business-
es to think ahead and fol-
low its simple winter code 
to protect their pipes, and 
keep the water cycle run-
ning smoothly, before any 
spells of cold weather this 
winter.

Their new winter cam-
paign recommends a three-
point guide to help avoid 
the misery, inconvenience 
and cost of failing to be 
prepared and take mea-
sures to prevent frozen 
or burst pipes caused by 
freezing conditions.

The Scottish Water win-
ter code advises anyone 
with a home, holiday home 
or business premises to 
take action to heat, insu-
late and protect their prop-

erties, whether the property 
is old or new, ahead of any 
cold weather.

The campaign is be-
ing backed by Sean Batty, 
the STV weather forecast-
er, who said: ‘The winters 
of 2009-10 and 2010-11 
were characterised by cold, 
snowy conditions, which 
brought numerous prob-
lems across the country. 
Since then, we have avoid-
ed really cold conditions 
but instead we’ve had mild-
er and stormier weather 
which, of course, brings its 
own issues. In recent win-
ters, we’ve had more storm 

posed to ice and snow.
‘So, in the last seven years 

we’ve had swings from se-
vere cold and ice to severe 

cent experience tells us that 
we must be prepared for 
all the elements that can 
be thrown at us during the 
winter. It’s important sensi-
ble and simple actions are 
taken to protect our homes 
and businesses against 
mother nature.’

Campaign
Scottish Water’s winter 

campaign is being support-

- available to download at 
www.scottishwater.co.uk/
winter - that provides im-
portant and helpful guid-
ance on what steps to take 
to help prevent a frozen or 
burst pipe, how to locate a 
stop valve, what to do in an 
emergency and how Scot-
tish Water can help.

This year, Scottish Wa-
ter is also offering a free 
stop valve sticker, allowing 
property owners the chance 
to write the name and con-
tact number of their local 
licensed plumber so that it 
is handily placed in case of 
emergency.

Customers should visit 
www.scottishwater.co.uk/

and advice.  
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The time to expect the
unexpected

Twenty years ago
If you are looking for the 20 years ago feature please 
be assured it will be back next week. Back then, The 
Banner took a two-week break in October, so we do 
not have any material for the page this week. Apolo-
gies, but it will return. 

September was warmer 
than the same month last 
year, with mean temper-
ature almost two degrees 
higher. 

But it was wetter with 
more than twice the amount 
of rain.  It was a little dri-
er than the previous two 

Black grouse more birds have been released by 
the Arran Black Grouse Group as part of a re-
introduction programme. Photo: Dennis Morrison.

There have been almost unprecedented numbers of 
Black-throated diver on migration. Photo James Bryson.

Bar-tailed godwit: one 
of many migrant species 
recorded. Photo Nick Giles

months, but not by much. 
September is the start of 
the peak migration season, 
when many birds are on the 
move. A wide range of spe-
cies - more than 100 - were 
recorded during the month. 
It was certainly the time to 
expect the unexpected. The 

cord this year of great crest-
ed grebe. Two were seen 
off shore close to the Fall-
en Rocks car park on Sep-
tember 23. It is an occa-
sional passage migrant and 
winter visitor not recorded 
every year. Other unusual 
records included an osprey 
photographed over Glen 
Chalmadale on 10th with 
another sighting of perhaps 
the same bird at Sliddery on 
11th and four brent geese at 
the mouth of the Rosa and 
Cloy burns on 21st. 

Other birds on migration 
included: 22 black-throated 
diver off Cosyden on 6th, 
70 turnstone at Machriewa-
terfoot also on 6th, 14 dun-
lin at Blackwaterfoot on 
7th, 20 redshank at Sand-
braes also on 7th, one sand-
wich tern in Whiting Bay 

on 10th, eight wheatear at 
Drumadoon Point on 16th, 
one Bar-tailed godwit on 
Shannochie shore on 20th 
and a greenshank at Cordon 
on 23rd.

At this time of year birds 

ten in preparation for mi-
gration.   Reports includ-
ed: 200 ringed plover at 
Machriewaterfoot on 6th, 
80 kittiwake in Brodick 
Bay on 7th, 100 swallow 
at Balmichael on 15th, 40 

16th, 100 gannet in Whit-
ing Bay on 17th, 152 gold-
en plover at Machriewa-
terfoot also on 17th, 100 
skylark on Cleats Shore on 
18th, 300 linnet on Cleats 
Shore on 21st, 800 manx 
shearwater off Cosyden on 
23rd, 60 pied wagtail on 
Silver Sands on 25th and 
100 starling in Cosyden on 
30th. This gives an indica-
tion of the numbers of birds 
that are on the move at this 
time of year.

Some of our winter vis-
itors began to be reported 
including: 37 rook in Slid-
dery on 20th and four wig-
eon at Cosyden on 23rd. On 
11th September there was a 
report of 58 greylag geese 
in Shiskine. Whether these 
were part of the increasing 
population of naturalised 
geese that are on Arran all 
year or early migrants ar-
riving from the north is not 
known.

Having said that, some 
summer visitors were still 
around including: spot-

hew on 11th, whitethroat in 
Sliddery on 16th, chiffchaff 
in Lamlash on 17th, sedge 
warbler in Cordon on 18th, 
willow warbler in Sliddery 
on 20th and lesser black-

backed gull in Dougarie 
on 22nd. The following are 
the last September reports 
of the hirundines: six sand 
martin in Sliddery on 22nd, 
10 house martin in Sliddery 

Kilpatrick also on 30th. Oc-
tober should see the last of 
the house martins and swal-
lows departing south.

Other sightings this month 
included: 10 common sco-
ter at Cosyden on 6th, 25 
black-headed gull at Black-
waterfoot on 7th, one com-
mon crossbill in Sliddery 

Pladda on 15th, 13 lapwing 
on Sliddery Shore on 17th 
and a little grebe by the 
Fisherman’s Walk on 22nd. 

In addition, the Arran 
Black Grouse Group re-
leased a further 40 black 
grouse. 

To try to monitor these 
birds some have radio tags. 
Kate Sampson, head rang-
er at Brodick Country Park, 
would be delighted to have 
a note of any sightings of 
black grouse. 

Finally, my thanks to all 
the ‘volunteers’ who took 
part in the eider survey in 
September. 

Total number of birds re-
corded round Arran was 
116, a similar number to 
last year. Ten years ago it 
was more than 600. 

There was almost total 
coverage of the Arran coast-
line. The data on the eider 
survey contributes to the 
ongoing research of Chris 
Waltho who has been moni-
toring eider in the Clyde Es-
tuary for more than 20. The 
population trend is down 
but may be stabilising.  For 
the latest report from Chris 
visit this website. http://
www.arranbirding.co.uk/
files/clyde_eider_news_
no_14_aug_2016.pdf 

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2014 
and visit www.arranbirding.
co.uk

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

FOR SEPTEMBER
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday

Saturday 15th October

Sunday 16th October

Monday 17th October

Tuesday 18th October

Wednesday 19th October

Thursday 20th October 

Friday 21st October
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Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Incidentals 
Arran

COMPUTING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

SELF STORAGE

WELDING

Pine painted dress-
er. H180cm x W85cm x 
D45cm. Two doors. Call 
0780 222 8460
Golf Bag and trolley with 9 
clubs 6 irons, 3 wood. All in 
excellent condition
£25.00  Tel. 810685
U.S Mail boxes, new, black, 
green or white Tel. 07415 
780987 W/Bay

Electric cooker, 4 rings, 
grill, oven, excellent, cost 
£489, one year old, very 
clean £90.00 Tel. 07415 
780987 W/Bay

Washing machine and dry-
er combined, very good, 
Hoover model, £90.00 Tel. 
07415 780987 W/Bay
Mobility Scooter, excellent, 
dark green, cost £999 will 
accept £450, Tel: 07415 
780987 W/Bay
Bench saw, good working 
order, German make £70.00 
Tel. 07415 780987 W/Bay
Gents mountain bike, su-
perb condition, 15 speed 
gears £65.00 Tel. 07415 
780987 W/Bay
Chainsaw, good order 
£90.00 Tel. 07415 780987 
W/Bay

01770 600637 / 07979 416372

NISSAN NAVARA, 58 PLATE
MoT Feb 2017, 
72,800 mls, fully 
undersealed, 
5 new tyres, 
new discs, pads 
& tow bar

£8,500 
ovno

Welding most metals including Aluminium
Stainless and mild steels, Lead and Copper

Small fabrications also undertaken
Also Silver soldering and Brazing

Keep this number, you may need it
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PropertiesPublic NoticesRecruitment

ISSUE 3
AVAILABLE NOW
www.caskandstillmagazine.co.uk

CARETAKER/CLEANER
required for fully refurbished three 

bedroom cottage in centre of Corrie.
Responsible for changeover on Saturdays - 

generally from March to October.

Phone or text for more information  
07908769119 or email: 

cewatson14@yahoo.co.uk

Jas Campbell is one of Ayrshire’s leading law fi rms and has been the 
main provider of legal advice on Arran for over 50 years. 

We are now looking to recruit 

PART-TIME LEGAL & 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE
to support our busy Solicitors and Real Estate Agents in our Brodick 
offi  ce. The successful candidate will be well presented, a personable 

and confi dent individual with excellent administration and 
communication skills and an ability to work to deadlines. Effi  cient 

word processing and diary management skills and a pro-active 
approach to work are also desirable. Previous administrative work 
is a necessity, as is a clean driving license. Knowledge or interest in 

legal procedures, land and property would be an advantage.  

Hours will be Mon – Fri 1pm – 4pm with the possibility
of Saturday morning work also and further hours in the future.

Please pass CV and covering letter into Jas Campbell & Co., 
Unit 2, Th e Douglas Centre, Brodick,

(01770) 302 027  Mon – Fri 9.30 – 1pm
or email these to arranoffi  ce@jascampbell.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 

examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, *Irvine, between 9am-4.45pm 

weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 

Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 

Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 

by 04.11.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)

Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development

16/00879/PP; Levancorrach Farm, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Erection of 

two detached dwelling houses.

16/00922/PP; Site Opposite Ibrox Cottage, Whiting Bay, Brodick; Amendment to 

planning approval N/12/00530/PP to alter site layout including plot access and 

amendment to elevations of house type 1.

16/00954/PP; Village Shop, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Formation of 

terrace and installation of gabions and armoured rock infill to form sea defence.

16/00936/PP; Site to the north of Plantree, Kings Cross, Brodick, Isle of Arran; 

Erection of two one and a half storey dwelling houses.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Cleaner (Part-Time) | NAY01948 | Permanent 
Hours - 25 Hours per week | £6.70 - £6.87 hourly 

Closing date 25th October 2016

Montrose House, Brodick, Isle of Arran 

For further details and to apply please visit  
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

KILBRIDE BENEVOLENT FUND

Annual General Meeting
To be held in Lamlash Church Hall

At 7.30 pm on 
Th ursday 3rd November, 2016

All are welcome to attend
Scottish Charity No. SC001184

Shiskine & Machrie Senior 

Citizens Committee AGM
Tuesday 25th October at 7.30 pm

Kinloch Hotel 

All welcome

3 bedroom cottage to let
TORBEG AREA
£500 pcm plus bills

Available start October
07780 552661

LONG TERM LET
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CHURCH NOTICES

MISSING80TH BIRTHDAY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday 16th October

 Holy Communion, 11.00am 
Mrs Janis Gallagher
 Coffee after service.

          ALL WELCOME 
NO WEDNESDAY SERVICE

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé
worship on 

Thursday 20th October
 at 7.30 pm in St Molios’ 

Church, Shiskine. 
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant: 
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 16th October

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Pirnmill Church 10.45am 
Morning Worship.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship. 
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 16th October
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 16th October
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005)   

Sunday 16th October
 Worship will be led by the 
Worship Group at 10.30am. 

Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after the

service and there will be a sale 
of Traidcraft goods and cards 

All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 16th October
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 16th October 

Service 11am
at Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and Coffee after

the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm

 Home Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 16th October 
Shiskine 11am (Church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Chairman and former treasurer for many years, 
Victor Iutz will fi nally retire from offi  ce next month. 

Bridge winter games underway
The Arran Bridge Club winter session is well underway.

Monday October 3. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and David Camp-
bell, 2 Jan and John Beattie, 3 Margaret and Douglas Bruce. 
E/W 1 Anne McKelvie and Janie Maclure, 2 Doug Chase 
and Jennifer Wales, 3 Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adam-
son.

Aggregate competition at Brodick on Thursday October 
6. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Eendy Mc-
Niven and Elizabeth McKellar, 3 Douglas and Margaret 
Bruce. E/W 1 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie, 2 Bren-
da Livingstone and Pat Adamson, 3 Jessmay Peacock and 
Margaret McGill.

Match points competition at Lamlash on Monday Octo-
ber 10. 1 David Campbell and Tricia Martin, 2 Jan and John 
Beattie, 3 Fiona Henderson and Maureen Cumming.

Victor to retire 
from bowling club
The Thorburn Trophy is the 
closing match held to mark 
the end of the competition 
season at Blackwaterfoot 
Bowling Club but it was 
delayed until October this 
year as the scheduled date 
was completely rained off. 
Luckily the rescheduled day 
was warm, sunny and dry!

Members had a very en-
joyable afternoon and the 
trophy was won by Reuben 
Betley. Victor Iutz and Mar-
ian Brambles were second 
and third respectively. Fol-
lowing the competition, af-
ternoon tea was provided 
courtesy of Victor Iutz. Vic-
tor, who has served on the 
committee for many years 
as treasurer and then chair-
man, will be retiring from 
the committee at the No-
vember agm. 

Blackwaterfoot Bowling 
Club has the only all-weath-

A small group of the players on the all-weather rink. 

er bowling rink on the is-
land and is situated behind 
the Shiskine Golf Club at 
Blackwaterfoot. Last year 
members played most 
weeks throughout the win-
ter and spring when all oth-
er clubs were closed. To 
encourage new players, a 
reduced winter membership 
fee of £10 is being tried for 

ing to continue as perma-
nent members can get the 
£10 back as a reduction on 
next year’s membership 
fee. 

Non-members are very 
welcome to play at all 
times. 

Further details of winter 
membership and any oth-
er information about the 
club can be had from Keith 
Thompson on 860463 or 
Victor Iutz on 860749.  
Happy bowling!

Happy big 80 
BUNG. 

Love from all the family.  

MISSING - ANNIE

If found or seen please call 
07469 724 908 or 01770 302074

REWARD OFFERED
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The Pink Day at Shiskine Golf Club was well attended and raised £430.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday October 6, front 
nine medal. 1 Scott Camp-
bell 38-6.5=31.5, 2 Col-
in Richardson 41-8=33, 
3 Dougie MacFarlane 
35+0.5=35.5. Scratch D 
MacFarlane 35. Magic 

Lesley Murray, Alice Anderson and Gay MacKay won at the Pink Day at 
Shiskine in tough conditions. 

Lamlash captain Jennifer McArthur presents the 
Macgill Cup to Alison Heron with runner up Yvonne 
Brothers.

twos, C Richardson. Sun-
day October 9, Glenburn 
Cup, CSS 64, par 64. 1 
Michael MacFarlane 81-
18=63, 2 Scott MacFarlane 
75-11=64, 3 Alan Smith 77-
12=65. Scratch Scott Mac-
Farlane BIH over Andrew 
Wales. Magic twos, Alan 
Smith, Billy O’Connor and 
Ian Bremner.

Ladies Section: Wednes-
day October 10, med-
al 9, CSS 64, nine played. 
1 Yvonne Brothers  81-
19=62, 2 Alison Heron 88-
22=66. Scratch Yvonne 
Brothers 81. Magic twos 
Alison Heron @16th.

Saturday October 8, Med-

family commitments only 
Alison Heron and Yvonne 
Brothers played.

Neither lady excelled 
themselves in the front nine 
but taking handicaps into 
account Yvonne was two 
strokes ahead. Yvonne was 
level fours for the next sev-
en holes and Alison was 
one over fours.

Yvonne got into trouble at 
the 17th so going into the 
18th it was all to play for. 
Again Yvonne put herself 
in a bit of trouble and Ali-
son played steadily to win 
by one shot. 

A most enjoyable game 
played on an excellent day 
for golf.

Well done Alison on win-

ning the Macgill Cup. Fix-
ture: Sunday October 16, 
Glenburn Cup at 9.30am 
and 12.30pm. Thursday 
October 20, back nine med-
al, make up own games, see 
starter for times.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday October 3, Mon-

of the Monday Cup Ray-
mond Burke led the way 
with an excellent net 56 
which strangely must have 
been slightly disappointing 
as he was out in a gross 29. 
 Len Hartley was runner up 
on 59 which would be good 
enough to win normally. 1 
R Burke 68-12=56.

Saturday October 8, 
sweep. 1 A Napier 65-6=59, 
2 D Logan 70-10=60. Mag-
ic twos, D Logan x 3, A 
Napier x 2.

Fixture: Saturday Octo-
ber 29, Corrie Open. A re-
minder to Arran golfers to 
go along and enjoy the Cor-
rie course.

Arrange your own match-
es and tee off between 
8.30am and 1pm. Big priz-
es.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Saturday October 1, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup, CSS 
65 R/O. 1 B Sherwood 
34pts BIH, 2 C Laing 34, 3 
P Betley 33.

Tuesday Oct 4, Winter 
Cup. 1 H Bannatyne 71-
6=65, 2 P Betley 78-12=66, 
3 C Laing 86-17=69.

Fixtures: Tuesday October 
18, Lochranza Hotel Cup at 
12 noon. Saturday October 
22,  Eddie Rankin, gents at 
1pm, shotgun start.
Brodick Golf Club

Wednesday October 5, 
Wednesday cup. The win-
ner was Derek Roxburgh 
with Bryce Walker the run-
ner up. C O’Neil had the 

cult eighth.
Sunday 2 October, Bran-

don. 15 played, CSS 65. 
Iain Keen 79-14=65, 
Alistair Hume 76-11=65, 
Terry Raeside 75-10=65. 
Scratch Matt Keir 72.

Sunday 9 October, Winter 
Cup, Stableford. 19 played, 
RO. Kenny McMillan 
(13) 43pts, Terry Raeside 
(10)40pts, Gordon Morris 
(17)39pts.

Fixture: Sunday October 
26: new look Clochendi-
chter. Details in clubhouse 
and on club facebook page.
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Starting
from £299 

Last gasp Arran clinch win 
against tough Moffat side 

Isle of Arran 35 
Moffat Rams 32

Arran welcomed the Bor-
ders team to Ormidale Park 
last Saturday, needing to 
bounce back after back to 
back defeats away from 
home. 

It was a middle of the ta-
ble clash with both teams 
looking to advance further 
up the league. Arran, who 
last year had several reti-
rals, have now lost three of 
their players who have gone 
travelling to North America 
and Canada, further weak-

Arran jump highest at the lineout. 01_A42rugby05

ening the team. However, 
there was no sign of being 
under strength as they took 
the game to a tough look-

Seconds
Things remained even for 

much of the second half but 
it looked like Arran were 
heading for another defeat 
being four points down and 
only seconds remaining on 
the referee’s watch.

However, the home side 
were awarded a penalty be-
hind their 22 and Niall Mc-

Master, who must have had 
a 100 stone hanging off 
him, crossed the line for a 
try to win the game. Sam 

conversion home to give 
Arran a narrow, but vital, 
three point win.

Arran travel to Bishop-
ton today (Saturday) who 
sit four places beneath 
them second bottom of the 
league, but they won’t be 
complacent as they lost to 
the bottom side Police Scot-
land-Glasgow two weeks 
ago.

A determined Moff at player tries to 
catch an Arran forward. 01_A42rugby03

It takes two to try and wrestle the ball 
from Sam Tattersfi eld. 01_A42rugby04

Arran look to have the ball over the line, but it was chalked off . 01_A42rugby10

Murray Boal shouts encouragement from the 
sideline at a scrum. 01_A42rugby12
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Out with the old
in with the new

Station offi  cer Fiona 
receives the keys of the 
new vehicle from Steve 
Muldoon. 01_A42coast01

The Arran Coastguard 
Rescue Team has taken 
delivery of  a brand new 
state of the art vehicle.

The trusty Toyota Hi-
lux, which had served 
the Arran team well 
for nearly 15 years, 
has been replaced by a 
brand new Mitsubishi 
L200.

Steve Muldoon, sen-
ior Coastguard oper-

West of Scotland based 
at Greenock and his col-
league Peter Stewart 
handed over the new ve-
hicle to Lamlash station 

recent visit to Arran.
She said: ‘The new ve-

hicle is a welcome ad-
dition to our equipment 
and will be well used on 
the island.’

Fiona, Peter and Steve in front of the old and 
new Coastguard vehicles. 01_A42coast02

Troon plan would 
match Brodick
development
Continued from page 1
are off the table and we 
have received an approach 
from Associated British 
Ports about the potential 
use of Troon Harbour for 
the Arran route. This was 
brought to the attention of 
the taskforce last month 
and was discussed by Mr 
Yousaf with Arran commu-
nity representatives during 
his recent visit.

‘To be clear, no decisions 
have been made and we will 
continue to engage closely 
through the taskforce and 
with all relevant stakehold-
ers in analysing the various 
options for delivery of the 

Arran services as the pro-
cess continues.’

Andrew Harston, ABP’s 
port director for Short Sea 

munity on Arran, the con-
nection to the mainland is 
absolutely vital and this 
should not be left to the 
mercy of the weather, as it 
has been for too long.

Sheltered
‘The solution being of-

fered by ABP at Troon, 
which is one of the most 
sheltered harbours on the 
West Coast of Scotland, 
would represent nothing 
short of a transformation in 
the quality of the service on 

offer to the islanders and 
tourists. Not only do we 
offer reliability what ever 

How the new pier could look. 

An artist’s impression of the proposed new ferry 
terminal for Troon. 

the weather, we are also 
proposing to build a mod-
ern passenger terminal to 
fully complement the new 
pier and terminal develop-
ment under way at Brodick.’

Sea trials were held last 
year to determine if Troon 
could be an option in, what 
was thought at the time, 
could be a port of refuge. 

It is estimated the route, 
with the new faster ves-
sel currently being built in 
Port Glasgow, would take 
66 minutes to cover the 18 
nautical miles compared to 
55 minutes to cover 12 nau-
tical miles.

PLANT AUCTIONSmorrisleslie.com

Morris Leslie

Large Council, Utility, Finance & Oil 
Company Clearance Auction
10:30am Wednesday 26th October 2016 

Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

Over 400 Entries Expected - All types of Plant, Machinery HGV’s, Vans, Trailers, 
Specialist Utility Vehicles, Contractors Tools & Equipment etc.

Full online bidding available:  morrisleslie.com

For further information 

Call 01821 642940 or visit morrisleslie.com

FURTHER ENTRIES INVITED

OVER 80% UNRESERVED AUCTION
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Promoting 
the island in 
Spain
Driving business for the 
island, chief executive of 
VisitArran Sheila Gilmore 
will be travelling to Barce-
lona and Madrid next week 
in partnership with Visit- 
Scotland where she will be 
promoting Arran as a tour-
ist destination.

The business develop-
ment mission to Spain 
will foster interna tional 
relations with the coun-
try. Spain is Scotland’s 

ket with the country wel-
coming 146,000 visitors in 
2015. Spanish visitors con-
tribute £105 million a year 
to the Scottish economy. 

Last month VisitArran 
took part in a similar 
trip to Amsterdam which 
it said had been a great 
success.

Tourist prize triumph 
for VisitArran 

Guild quiz 
winner 
The winner of the Lamlash 
Church Guild summer 
quiz was Heather White 
of Whiting Bay. 

Organisers wish to thank 
Pat Reid for compiling 
the quiz and Arran 
Active, Brodick; the Glen-
isle Hotel, Lamlash; and 
Seal Shore campsite, Kil-
donan, for their help and 
support and everyone who 
helped in the distribution of 
the quiz forms.

Norman Rennie, general manager of Seamill Hydro, 
left, and the VisitArran team with their award at the 
gala dinner. 

VisitArran has picked up 
another award – this time 
the prestigious tourism 
prize at the 2016 Ayrshire 
Chamber of Commerce 
Business Awards.

The group was presented 
with the trophy at the gala 
awards dinner last Thurs-
day in front more than 350 
guests at the Seamill Hy-
dro. VisitArran beat the 

Sugar & Spice/Geraldo’s 
in Largs and the Ballantrae 
Food Festival.

The Auchrannie were also 
shortlisted for customer ex-
cellence but were beaten on 
the night by Glenapp Cas-
tle.

Ayrshire Chamber chief 
executive Val Russell said: 
‘My congratulations to the 
winners of the Ayrshire 
Business Awards 2016. 
What these awards con-
tinue to do is highlight the 

enormous depth in talent 
Ayrshire has. Our judging 
panel have an extremely 

just one winner from each 
category as this year’s 
awards, like previous years, 
had so many deserving win-
ners.’

Top TV personality Jackie 
Brambles, who grew up on 
Arran, played host for the 
evening with guests also 
entertained by a surprise 
visit from Britain’s Got Tal-
ent 

David Hughes, manag-
ing director, from princi-
pal sponsor Munro Partner-
ship, added: ‘The quality 
of application within each 
category year on year is 
truly outstanding, which 
pays tribute to the strength 
in depth of the business 
community across Ayrshire.

‘On behalf of Munro Part-
nership, I would like to ex-

tend my congratulations to 
all of the winners in each of 
their respective categories, 
and also to Ayrshire Cham-
ber of Commerce for the 
continued support it gives 
to the business community 
in Ayrshire.’

Kind-hearted guests also 
raised over £2,500 for 
Alzheimer’s Scotland Kil-
marnock Dementia Re-
source Centre during the 

VisitArran lifted the tour-
ism award, which was 
sponsored by Seamill 
Hydro. 

Chief executive Shiela 
Gilmore told the Banner: 
‘We were up against some 

strong opposition and it was 
a great honour just to be a 

exciting. VisitArran be-
lieves in business and com-
munity working together to 

award is really for all the 

businesses and community 
groups that we work with.’ 

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, VisitArran and the 
Glenisle Hotel are both re-

tish Thistle Awards in Glas-
gow on November 24.
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

Enchanting 
programme 
expected from 
celebrated 
musicians
Organisers of the McLel-
lan Arts Festival have an-
nounced an added extra 
to this year’s performanc-
es with a concert of works 
for clarinet and voice per-
formed by Joanna Nichol-
son and talented Scottish 
soprano Frances Cooper. 

The programme is called 
Turning the Elements and 
is inspired by poetry and 
music from Scotland with 
accompanying pictures on 
screen.

The enchanting pro-
gramme will be performed 
in Altachorvie on Wednes-
day October 19 at 7.30pm 
and will appeal to anyone 
interested in music, song, 
the Scottish tradition and 
the Scottish landscape. Or-
ganisers describe it as ‘a 
real treat’. Tickets will be 
available at the door or 
can be bought in advance 
at the Book and Card Cen-
tre in Brodick at a cost of 
£10.

Friends 
get update 
on castle 
developments
At their September meet-
ing, the Friends of Brodick 
Castle were updated on the 
past year at the castle and 
the future developments 
by assistant manager Chris 
Mills, head gardener Tim 
Keyworth and collections 
manager Paula McEwan.

The numbers visiting the 
castle and country park 
were up on previous years. 
The ongoing work in the 
gardens is continuing and 
everybody agreed the gar-
dens are looking the best 
they have for a while. 
Paula described the ways 
they will protect the car-
pets in the future. Chris ex-
plained the process for the 

The friends have giv-
en the castle two picnic 
benches which have been 
placed outside the recep-
tion and visitor centre, and 
more funds to the garden 
team to help with the re-
planting of the Tresco bor-
der.

Their next meeting will 
be the Wednesday Octo-
ber 19 when they will be 
hearing about the work of 
Ecco Savvy from Barbara 
I’Anson.  Please note the 
time of the meeting will be 
2.30pm as they have access 
to the tearoom and not 6pm 
as previously advertised.

Poetry alive and 
kicking on Arran

David reads from the 
new Alison Prince book. 
01-A42poetry03

Dave Samuels reads 
during the evening. 
01_A42poetry01 

The audience listen intently to a recitation from 
David Underdown . 01_A42poetry02

National Poetry Day this 
year was well received in 
the Brodick Bar that has be-
come its venue of choice 
for the past few years.
 Some 30 people listened 
and took part in an evening 
of poetry of varied mood 
last Thursday night.

some well-known poems 
(The Night Mail), some an-

cient poems (Dunbar), some 
entertaining poems (The 
Yarn of the Nancy Bell), and 
Gillian Lockhart’s very per-
sonal take on character and 
politics as well as many 
Arran poems propelled the 
evening.

Tim Pomeroy added a mu-
sical interlude and David 
Underdown read several 
poems from Alison Prince’s 

recent book Waking At Five 
Happens Again. 

Cicely Gill and David 
Underdown, who both or-
ganise the poetry events 
within the local McLellan 
Festival, did sterling work 
as comperes, each pre-
senting a half of the pro-
gramme.

Poetry is alive and kick-
ing on Arran.

CASTLE OPENING 
THROUGHOUT OCTOBER
GUIDED TOURS ONLY: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday through the 
whole of October – a range of Family & Adult orientated 
tours.

The Castle will be Closed Friday to Sunday
BOOKING ESSENTIAL

For more details please contact the Castle  01770 302202

THE TEAROOM WILL BE CLOSED throughout October

RECEPTION OPEN 10am – 4pm

Tuesday 18th October
Woodland Survival Skills
Do you have what it takes to survive in the Wild?
8 – 12yr olds ONLY 
BOOKING ESSENTIAL  - 302462

Halloween is coming.....

28th October

BOOKING ESSENTIAL
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ARRAN 
HERITAGE MUSEUM

SC002089 Rosaburn, Brodick
Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, Archaeology, Social 

History, Clearances, etc., and visit the 19th Century Cottage, 
the 1940’s Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge. 

Archive and Genealogy researchers welcomed (on Wednesdays only 
from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area. 
Gift  Shop. Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

From rescue dog to 
Crufts

Bus pass meal 
deal at PHT
The Pierhead Tavern has 
joined forces with Lamlash 
Church to offer a bus pass 
club meal every Wednes-
day until further notice. 

Between noon and 
2.30pm anyone who has an 
older person’s bus pass can 
enjoy a meal deal which in-
cludes a free bowl of soup 
and bread upon presenta-
tion of their  pass at the 
Lamlash hostelry.

On a Sunday afternoon 
everyone can enjoy a free 
cup of tea or coffee from 
3pm to 6pm during the 
mellow afternoon live mu-
sic sessions.

Club draw 
winners
The winners of the 
September draw of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 200 

Stella Clarke, second 
prize Andrew Carpenter.

Does Arran have 
another champion 
in the making?
A Yorkshire terrier breed-
er from Lamlash has tak-
en extraordinary steps to 
have one of her rescued 
dogs registered to qualify 
as a contender at Crufts, the 
world’s largest dog show. 

Margaret Kay, whose dog 
Niamh took third place at 
Crufts earlier this year, has 
competed at the prestigious 
competition for more than 
eight years and has more re-
cently taken Scarlett along 
as a spectator, after adopt-
ing her two years ago. Un-
able to take part herself due 
to her unregistered pedi-
gree, Scarlett has often re-

Margaret Kay demonstrates her show routine with 
Scarlett. 01_A2crufts01

Scarlett the Yorkshire terrier who has been registered with the Kennel Club. 
01_A2crufts02

ceived comments from oth-
er breeders that she herself 
should be in the ring. 

At the Belfast Champi-
onship Dog Show last year 
Margaret was told about a 
scheme whereby the Ken-
nel Club would consid-
er registering Scarlett. She 
contacted them on return-
ing home last October and 
initiated the process to 
have them consider regis-
tering her.

This involved almost a 
telephone book’s worth of 
paperwork, outlining the 
circumstances of how she 
got her and obtaining let-

ters from her breeder and 
from the family who owned 
her originally. Her DNA 
had to be sampled and ver-

fore two international Ken-
nel Club judges who were 
specialists in the breed for 
them to give opinions as to 
whether they thought she 
was representative of the 

thing had to go before two 

committees for approval.
Some seven months after 

starting the process, Mar-
garet’s tenacity paid off and 
Scarlett  was registered on 
Wednesday April 13 which 
meant that she could now 
compete at dog shows. She 
was entered at the Border 
Union Championship Dog 
Show in June and then again 
at the Scottish Kennel Club 
Show in August where she 
was placed at each of these.

 Last weekend at the Bel-

fast Dog Show Society 
Championship Show she 
was placed third in the Post 
Graduate Bitch class which 

2017. 
Margaret said: ‘I am de-

lighted. It made the dread-
ful sea trip from Cairnryan 
completely worth it. So just 
less than a year after start-
ing the ball rolling, we have 
done it.

‘When she arrived her 
coat had been complete-

ly cut off, to make her eas-
ier to keep, but it has tak-
en tremendous work to 
get her into a show quality 
coat. Now the serious prac-
tice begins as we have to 
be completely spot on by 
March of next year.

‘Niamh got a placing last 
year as a junior and has 
continued to do reasonably 
well as an adult so may-
be next year we will bring 
back more than one acco-
lade to Arran,’ she added. 

Raising funds 
for dementia
A fundraising event on be-
half of Alzheimer Scotland 
is being held this weekend.

The event will take place 
in Lamlash church hall to-
morrow (Sunday) from 
1.30pm.

It is being organised 
by care worker Danielle 
Hughes and teas, coffee, 
sandwiches and home bak-
ing will all be available 
along with a prize draw 
with a fantastic range of 
prizes. Everyone welcome. 

Danielle said: ‘Thank you 
so much to all the business-
es on the island that gave 

fundraising event. I’m so 
overwhelmed at the gen-
erosity from absolutely 
everyone.’

Trust in bid 
for top award
Alison Tosh, who started 
the Smile of Arran Trust, 
and who does a sponsored 
walk round Arran every 
year, has been nominat-
ed for a Pride of Britain 
Award. 

Alison’s son Arran died 
from a brain tumour in 
2014 and the charity set up 
in his name has raised more 
than £80,000. The Pride of 
Britain Awards celebrate 
the achievements of people 
who through their actions 
make the world a better 
place and will be broadcast 
on STV on November 1.    



6    NEWS www.arranbanner.co.uk      Arran Banner, Saturday 15 October, 2016

Glamping 
pods plan for 
Ardlui site
Newlyweds could soon be 
glamping on Arran if plan-
ning permission gets ap-
proved for a development 
of a small village of tent 
camping pods at Ardlui 
near Kingscross. 

A planning application 
has been submitted for 
the change of use of farm-
land into a campsite with 
10 glamping pods. Offer-
ing sleeping accommoda-
tion for two adults and two 
children, the timber framed 
and canvas covered build-
ings will also feature a 
bathroom, kitchen, dining 
area and an outside deck. 

Situated between Lamlash 
and Whiting Bay, the site 
offers scenic views towards 
Holy Isle and already pro-
vides a small number of 
touring caravan and motor-
home facilities. The plan-
ning application includes 
two of the pods being allo-
cated as deluxe honeymoon 
units as well as a separate 
car park and the relocation 
of the entrance to the site 
to allow for easier and saf-
er access. 

Extending to approxi-
mately 1.8 hectares, the 
proposed area is situat-
ed in what was original-
ly a tenant farm dating 
back to 1869 and where 
guests, who arrived by pad-
dle steamer from the near-
by Kingscross port, would 
visit during the summer 
months. 

The application is cur-
rently under consideration 
by North Ayrshire planning 

Arran residents might no-
tice an increase in the num-
ber of military ships and 
aircraft around the island as 
the bi-annual Joint Warrior 
exercise takes place across 
Scotland this month. 

The UK-led training 
event, which started last 
week and continues un-
til Friday October 21, will 
see various exercises tak-
ing place off the Scottish 
coast and airbases includ-
ing Prestwick, RAF Loss-
iemouth and on military 

A man, who was once Elvis 
Presley’s bodyguard, was 
presented with a bottle of 
Arran malt during a recent 
visit.

Bill ‘Superfoot’ Wallace 
visited Ardrossan to of-

Centre for Personal Safety’s 
charity centre in the former 
Barony St John church hall 
building on Princes Street.

Bill is a martial arts leg-
end who earned his nick-
name because of the speed 
of his kicks which were 
once measured at more than 
60mph.

Market report
At its sale last week, United 
Auctions at Stirling had forward 
11,567 store and breeding sheep.

Leading prices: TexX las 
£65.50 Drumaghinier, £62.20 
Whin. SuffX las £70 Drumagh-
inier, £59 South Feorline, £58 
Sheddock, £53 Swallowbank. 
Mule £54.50 Drumnaghinier, 
£54 Sheddock, £47 South Feor-
line. Cross £52 Ceither Groithe. 
BF £45 Drumnaghiner, £37 San-
nox. Cross Gimmers £70 San-
nox. Mules ewes £70 Balgowan. 
BF ewes £46 Craigview.

More works on the String
Resurfacing work will lead to more roadworks on 
the String Road later this month.

North Ayshire Council has programmed the work, 
weather permitting, to resurface a further three sec-
tion of the String between Glenshurig and the Summit.
Hillhouse Quarry have been awarded the contract to 
carry out the works which will start the week com-

lights or stop/go boards.

Operation Joint Warrior is   
under way in Firth of Clyde

ranges and seas around the 
country, including the Firth 
of Clyde. 

Close to 6,000 military 
personnel and 15 different 
countries will be involved 
in the training which will 
see 31 warships and subma-
rines as well as almost 60 
aircraft from countries in-
cluding the USA, Germa-
ny, France and Norway tak-
ing part. 

Running almost con-
currently with Operation 
Joint Warrior will be Op-
eration Unmanned Warrior 
where 40 companies will be 
demonstrating the capabili-
ties of unmanned aerial ve-
hicles, unmanned underwa-
ter vehicles and unmanned 
surface vehicles, however, 
the majority of these will 
take place around the west 
coast of Wales. Operation 
Unmanned Warrior aims to 
showcase the potential and 
feasibility of the use of un-
manned and autonomous 
systems in a military capac-
ity. 

Bill Wallace receives a bottle of Arran malt from Alan Bell during his visit to 
Ardrossan. 

Elvis minder 
delighted with 
Arran malt

American-born Bill re-
tired from competition in 
1980 undefeated after be-
ing the Professional Kara-
te Association (PKA) mid-
dleweight champion for six 
years.

He was Elvis Presley’s 
bodyguard and personal 
trainer from 1974 until his 
death in 1977. 

centre, which provides per-
sonal safety training and ad-
vice to victims of violence, 
Bill received a bottle of 
malt whisky donated by Isle 
of Arran Distillery and said: 

‘I am delighted to be sup-

ing The Scottish Centre for 
Personal Safety’s training 
hall in Ardrossan. The work 
Alan Bell and his team do 
to help victims of violence 
and to teach the public how 
to stay safe is wonderful 
and I hope the local com-
munity embrace this facili-
ty, the classes on offer and 
the work this charity does.’

Bill added: ‘I’d like to ex-
tend my thanks to Arran 
Distillery for this wonder-
ful reminder of my time in 
Scotland. Slainte.’

Auchrannie 
Winter Bowls 

starts Tuesday 
October 25 at 7pm.

Arran Medical Group
Seasonal Flu 
Vaccination 
Programme

The seasonal Flu Campaign 
will be starting in October. 
The campaign includes the 

following groups
Children 6 months to under 2 year in an at risk group –   
clinic  appointments
Children pre-school – 2 years to 5 years – clinic  appointments  
Primary School children – P1 to  P7 -  vaccinated at school
Secondary school children up to 18 years in an at risk group 

    – vaccinated at school
Aged 18 years to under 65 years in an at risk group, this is 
for people with a serious medical condition such as lung 
and heart problems, diabetes, kidney disease, being very 
overweight  or who have a lowered immune system. 

    –  clinic  appointments 
All pregnant women – clinic appointments
All people aged over 65 –  clinic appointments

 If you are unsure if you are in an eligible group please 
do not hesitate to contact the surgery. All our Flu 
clinics will be by appointment only.

Appointments  will be available  in 

October and November. To make a fl u 

vaccination appointment at any surgery 

please phone on 01770 600516. 
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Arran author Tony Black 
will publish his latest book 
later this month with a free 
launch event to be held in 
Brodick Library.

The crime writer is to 
launch his new novel Sum-
moning the Dead at the 

Black takes us to the dark 
side as he summons the dead

The front cover of 
Summoning the Dead.

Crime writer Tony Black. 

event on Thursday October 
20 at 7.30pm.

Published by Black & 
White Publishing, it is the 
third case for Ayr Detec-
tive Inspector (DI) Bob 
Valentine and it could not 
be more relevant to today’s 
times as it is inspired by a 
real life, shocking case.

Set in Ayrshire, the book 
begins with a young child 

in a barrel. His hands, ca-
ble-tied, appear to be 
locked in prayer. As foren-

they are in for an even big-
ger shock – he is not alone. 
With his near-fatal stabbing 
almost a memory, DI Bob 
Valentine is settling back 
into life on the force but he 
knows nothing will ever be 
the same.

Haunted by unearthly vi-
sions that appear like wak-

ing dreams, he soon under-
stands he is being inducted 
into one of Scotland’s dark-
est secrets. When the boy 

as a missing child from the 
1980s, it re-opens a cold 
case that was previously 
thought unsolvable. When 
further remains are un-
earthed, the facts point to a 
paedophile ring and a polit-
ical conspiracy that leads to 
the most hallowed corridors 
of power. 

The publishers say Sum-
moning the Dead is ‘a po-
lice procedural with a par-
anormal edge from Irvine 
Welsh’s favourite British 
crime writer’.

Shortlist magazine has de-
scribed Black as: ‘The new 
Scottish noir king you need 
on your bookshelf ... twisty 

and the Daily Mail said: 

‘Amongst the best of the 
new Tartan noir’. 

Black, 44, is the au-
thor of 13 books, most re-
cently A Taste of Ash-
es, the second novel in 
his DI Bob Valentine se-
ries. He has been nominat-
ed for six CWA Daggers 
and was runner up in The 
Guardian’s Not the Book-
er prize for The Last Tiger.
He was one of four au-
thors shortlisted for the 
prestigious CWA’s Dag-
ger in the Library Award, a 
prize awarded to an author 
for their body of work, an-
nounced to Tuesday, but did 
not win the overall title.

An award-winning jour-
nalist, he was born in Aus-
tralia and grew up in Scot-
land and Ireland. He moved 
to Arran from Mossblown 
in Ayrshire 18 months ago 
and now lives in Kildonan.

At the event on Thursday 
October 20 at 7.30pm in 
Brodick Library drinks and 
refreshments will be pro-
vided. 

This event is free and 

everyone is welcome. Sum-
moning the Dead is avail-
able in paperback priced 
£7.99 as well as on Kindle 
and signed copies will be 
for sale on the night.

www.rembrand.co

5,000+ PRODUCTS AVAILABLEWE’RE DELIVERING
TO           ISLE

 TIMBER & SHEET MATERIALS
 DOORS, STAIRS & WINDOWS
 SOLID OAK FLOORING
 DECKING & FENCING
 INSULATION & POLYTHENES
 WETWALL & CEILING PANELS
 UPVC FASCIA & CLADDING
 GARAGE DOORS
 ROOF TRUSSES

14 Kyle Rd Irvine KA12 8JU  

irvine@rembrandtimber.com
T: 01294 277111 Open to Trade & Public

Mon-Fri  7.30am - 5pm
Sat           8am - Midday

JOINERY
TIMBER

&
 TIMBER & JOINERY SPECIALIST

. Up & Over Doors 

. Roller Doors

. Sectional Doors 

. Operators & Spares

SCOTLANDS  

GARAGE DOOR DISTRIBUTOR

Weekly delivery FREE OF CHARGE 

for our account customers

QUOTE: IRVINETWO
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not  ex cuses 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Stop this eyesore
Sir,
Following John Campbell’s 
letter in last week’s Banner, 
we, the Arran Civic Trust, 
are also very concerned that 
planning has been given for 

placed at either end of Holy 
Island.
  This has been approved by 
the planning  department 
of North Ayrshire Council 
(NAC) and not even con-
sidered by the planning 
committee of elected coun-
cil members.
 The planners have rid-
den roughshod over the 
views of the local commu-
nity. There were objections 
from the Arran Communi-
ty Council, the Arrran Civ-
ic Trust and approximately 
100 other protesters.
 Holy Island is a Scottish 
Heritage Island with much 
history attached to it, and 
NAC, despite its decision,  
refers to it as a ‘landscape 
of high sensitivity’.
 It is indeed an important 
part of the Arran landscape 
where no other wind tur-
bines are allowed. What 
now can be done to stop 
this eyesore which will af-
fect everyone who comes to 
the island?

Yours,
John Inglis,
chairman, Arran Civic
Trust, and members
John Roberts, Caroline
Fleming, Sally Camp
bell, Lavinia Gibbs and
David Scott.

Parking plea
Sir,
Parking at the ferry termi-
nal has obviously become 

cent months for obvious 
reasons and more so for 
those who are less mobile.

Could I through your col-
umns ask drivers kindly not 
to use the few disabled spac-
es reserved for blue badge 
holders? Last week we were 

‘There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven.’ (Ecclesiastes 3:1)

at the car park at 7.30am and, 
although we did manage to 
get the last space, a quick 
check showed none of the 
cars occupying the spaces 
displayed the required badge. 
This is often the case.

Blue badges are not 
awarded lightly but only to 
those in great need. Please 
if you have good pain-free 
legs, use them and leave 
these spaces for those who 
really need them.

Yours,
Norma Davidson,
Brodick.

Train challenge
Sir,
I had to laugh at the article 
last week’s Banner on the 
Ardrossan train delays. 
 It just smacked of a politi-
cian looking to get his name 
in the local press. He quotes 
many statistics about trains 
terminating late at Ardros-
san South Beach and Ar-
drossan Town without stat-
ing that only two trains 
per day terminate at South 
Beach, and neither on every 
day of the week.
 One train per day termi-
nates at Town at 11.03pm, 
some time after the last fer-
ry has left. So, not too much 
to worry about there. Sure-
ly the measure is how many 
times the train fails to deliv-
er people to the ferry? Not 
very often, so where is the 
issue?

However, if MSP Neil 
Bibby wants a real issue to 
address, then perhaps the 
connections between the 
ferry and the trains would 
appeal. Ever since elec-

vice from Ardrossan Har-
bour has been determined 
by the timings of the Largs 
and Ayr services. Untan-
gling this will be very dif-

would be up for the chal-
lenge?

Yours,
Lyn Rowley, 
Torbeg.

School bus goodbye
Sir,
I would like to say a big 
thank you to all the pu-
pils who have travelled on 
the String school bus in the 
morning.
 Your behaviour has been 
exemplary and I will miss 
you all.
 Thank you for all of your 
cards, presents and good 
wishes. All the best for the 
future.

Yours,
Iain Hendry,
Brodick.

Breakdown help
Sir,
I would like to say a big 
thank you to all who helped 
when my car broke down 
near Whiting Bay two 
weeks ago. The help was 
most appreciated.

Yours,
Norma Russell,
Brodick.

Kind hospitality
Sir, 
I would like to thank the 
Rev Angus Adamson, 
John Lauder and all at St 
Bride’s Church in Brod-
ick for their kind hospi-
tality and welcome I 
received at their recent 
coffee morning held on 

September 21. Look for-
ward to meeting up again 
next year. 

Yours, 
Gordon Waddell, 
Airdrie.

Grateful thanks
Sir,
Through your pages can 
I send my grateful thanks 
to the lovely person who 
found my purse sitting on a 
bench on Lamlash Green on 
Sunday October 9.
 You took the time and trou-
ble to hand it in to Lamlash 
police station on a beauti-
ful sunny afternoon and 
it was returned to me that 
evening.

I don’t know who you are 
but I would like to thank 
you. I am very appreciative 
of your kindness, honesty 
and help.

Yours,
Alison Page,
Lamlash.

Painting puzzle
Sir,
I am wondering if anyone 
could identify the house 
in the painting I have. It is 
in Kildonan Bay and was 
painted by David Dunn 
around 1900.

Yours, 
Fiona Hannay,

Does anyone know where this house is? 

Troon ready for port fight
It looks like Troon is ready to make a solid move to 
try to secure the main Arran ferry route.

The detail of the proposals highlighted in the Ban-
ner this week show this is no pie-in-the-sky plan. 
Associated British Ports, owner and operator of the 
Port of Troon, has done its homework – and its sums, 
coming up with an £8 million investment plan for a 
new pier and terminal building.

approach has been made to it and that it has gone 
as far as being discussed by new transport and is-
lands minister Humza Yousaf with community lead-
ers on Arran shows this is already well off the start-
ing blocks.

san is ‘dogged by weather conditions’ disrupting ser-
vices, while extolling the ‘uniquely sheltered har-
bour’ Troon offers.

Of course Transport Scotland is keen to point out 

instance’ to try to resolve the issues at Ardrossan with 
the ministerial taskforce which has been set up. How-
ever, it admits ‘no options are off the table’, which 
will give Troon hope.

The Caledonian Isles has already had successful sea 
trials at Troon and a next generation CalMac ferry is 
presently being built at Port Glasgow for the Brod-
ick to Ardrossan route, which Troon says it is already 
equipped to handle. It says the new boat could make 
the 18 nautical miles to Troon in 66 minutes – 10 
minutes longer than the present service – and says 
the town offers good road and rail links. But is that 
strictly true?

Troon is much further south than Ardrossan, so 
logistically it is going to take longer to get to Glas-
gow, Edinburgh or anywhere further north. 

However, it is good to see another port throw its 
hat into the ring and it will be interesting to see how 
Ardrossan harbour owner Peel Ports reacts. 

Could it be all change by the time the new ferry 
arrives?
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Scottish Calendars 2017

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Arran is in good hands, says 
new council leader
Arran’s economy, its chal-
lenges and its future di-
rection were the topics of 
choice last week when new 
North Ayrshire Council 
leader Joe Cullinane spent a 
day on the island. 

The visit formed part of 
Joe’s plans to get out into 
the local area and meet some 
of the businesses, groups 
and individuals making a 
positive difference in their 
community. He became 
council leader when La-
bour took over the admin-
istration of the council last 
month.  

call and Councillor Cull-
inane ensured that a jam-
packed agenda was pre-
pared to make the most of 
his trip over on Tuesday 
October 4.      

First stop was the Arran 
Outdoor Education Centre, 
where both the leader and 
Councillor Jim Montgom-
erie, cabinet member for 
place, were warmly wel-
comed by centre manager 
Ian Staples for a tour of the 
facility and introduction to 
some of the staff. 

The visit also includ-
ed a stop at Brodick Cas-
tle, where the leader got a 
chance to see the centre’s 
services in action as pupils 
from Dalry Primary were 
getting ready to take part in 
an orienteering task.

Councillor Cullinane said: 
‘I was lucky that my trip 
tied in with the delivery of 
a residential outdoor learn-
ing programme as it gave 

hand how the team deliver 
their services. 

Sheena Borthwick-Toomey of the Arran Economic 
Group met with Councillor Cullinane.

The council leader is pictured with Ian Staples of the 
Arran Outdoor Centre and other staff  with the Holy 
Isle behind them.  

Elizabeth Faulkner is 
celebrating 21 years’ 
service.

‘The level of commitment 
and passion that each and 
every member of the team 
displayed was incredible. 
This was evident in every-
one from the centre’s bur-
sar, Elizabeth Faulkner, 
who had just celebrat-
ed 21 years’ service, right 
through to their modern ap-
prentices. In fact, it was one 
young modern apprentice 

in particular, Raiyan Stra-
chan, who impressed me 
the most. I watched as she 
prepared the group of Dal-
ry pupils for their orien-
teering course, and you’d 
think with her knowledge 

been in the job for years.’
The leader then chatted 

with some of the team over 
lunch of soup and scones 
handmade by their catering 
team, and got to hear how 
the centre had been trans-
formed in recent years with 
the introduction of ambi-
tious new manager Ian Sta-
ples. His vision for the cen-

tre has seen a whole host of 
services added to its offer-
ing, from residential out-
door learning programmes 
for schools, to leisure hol-
iday packages for couples 
and families. It also pro-
vides all-important con-
ference and meeting space 
for island residents – and 

wedding ceremony only a 
few weeks ago. 

After lunch, Joe then trav-
elled to the Douglas Hotel 
to meet Arran Econom-
ic Group’s development 
director Sheena Borth-
wick-Toomey.  

Sheena described some 
of the exciting projects and 
ideas currently being under-
taken or developed for the 
island, all 24 of them. Pro-
jects such as Brodick har-
bour, Market Road, trans-
portation and affordable 
housing were discussed. 
She also spoke about the 
work being done to ensure 
Arran’s residents stay con-
nected to the rest of the 
world through high-speed 
internet connectivity, par-
ticularly through utilising 
‘white space’ technology.  

Councillor Cullinane said: 
‘Meeting Sheena was both 
thought-provoking and 
inspiring, to say the least. 
The talent and skills of 
those involved in the 
Arran Economic Group is 
vast and they all have the 
same underlying desire to 
make Arran the very best 
it can be for both residents 
and visitors. 

‘They have some impres-
sive and creative ideas that 
could help address some of 
the issues that island-living 
brings and I look forward 
to hearing how these ideas 
develop.’

The last stop of the day 
was the Auchrannie Resort, 
where the leader met exec-
utive director Linda John-
ston to discuss the develop-
ment of the resort to date, 
plans for its future and to 
get a tour of the expansive 
grounds. 

He said: ‘With an average 
of 200,000 visitors during 
the summer period alone, 
it’s no surprise that Arran’s 
tourism sector is the is-
land’s cornerstone industry.

‘It’s therefore really en-
couraging to see business-

es like the Auchrannie Re-
sort going from strength to 
strength. They’ve expanded 
their business ten-fold over 
almost 30 years in opera-
tion to provide high-quality, 
luxurious services. And this 
is thanks to the ambitious 
team who don’t let a good 
opportunity pass by.’

Speaking about his vis-
it to Arran, he added: ‘I am 
hugely encouraged to see 

and effort Arran residents 
and businesses are putting 
in to improving the island. 

‘It was a really worth-
while trip and I look for-
ward to keeping in touch 
with those I met and hear-
ing all about their future de-

that Arran is in really good 
hands with these dedicated 
organisations.’
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OUR SPONSORS

ScottishField
®

2017

LAST CHANCE TO 
NOMINATE!

www.scottishruralawards.org

categories 

include

Artisan Food

business start up

rural tourism & 

hospitality

rural employer

To fi nd out how, visit

GET INVOLVED 

WITH THE 

2017 SCOTTISH 

RURAL AWARDS

Nominations close 

Friday 14th October

Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

Whiting Bay artist David 

ished painting murals on the 
last of the four historic bus 
shelters in Whiting Bay. 

years ago and came about 

The wait is ove
completes bus 

cided to save the last of four 

isted throughout the village 

and the remainder required 

sprucing up. 

ings. With helpful advice and 
sourcing of the speciality 

ed the shelters as they have 

tributions and symbolisms. 

ted by Whiting Bay Primary 

ings for it to be used after he 

Artist David Aitcheson with the fi rst of the completed bus shelters - Sea Life - fi nished 

Sea Art features 
works of other artists 
including local 
landscape artist Angela 
Elliott-Walker.
01_B41bus 07

David demonstrates 
the rings onto which 
padlocks can be 
attached at the shelter 
called Sea Love. 01_B41bus 05

Sea Love features an iconic view from Sandbraes 
towards the old church. 01_B41bus 06
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er as artist
shelter murals

Sea History is painted 
in the style of 1930s 

railway adverts.
 01_B41bus 04

was contacted by David’s 
wife Aileen. On the side of 
the shelter is another tribute 
to local landscape artist An-
gela Elliott-Walker.   

Sea Love, which contin-
ues with the coastal theme, 
is the second shelter before 
entering Whiting Bay from 
Lamlash and is dedicated to 
love and peace and includes 
two rings on which padlocks 
symbolising eternal love can 
be attached. 

This is a bright and cheery 
bus shelter that features a 
rainbow and doves and an 
iconic view of Whiting Bay 
church as viewed from Sand-
braes. 

ter, the artist’s favourite and 
possibly the most-loved 
in the community, is the 
Kingscross shelter known 
as Sea History. This shel-

ter, which features an icon-
ic view over the bay, is in 
the style of 1930 railway ad-
verts with the lettering in pe-
riod style and a typical slo-
gan type of the era saying 
‘Whiting Bay - The Jewel of 
the Clyde’. 

Paying homage to the ar-
ea’s Viking heritage, the 
shelter also features a paint-
ing of King Hakon of Nor-

way and one of Scotland’s 
Robert the Bruce. 

David said: ‘I am delight-
ed to have been given the op-
portunity to complete these 
murals and it is extremely 
gratifying they have been so 
well received by the commu-
nity and visitors to the vil-
lage. I have really enjoyed 
doing them. They add some-
thing unique to the village.’ 

in 2014. 01_B41bus 01

Explaining the various 
elements of the design, 
David shows how he 
painted the COAST logo. 
01_B41bus 02

Sea Art incorporates the work of Jack Vettriano and 
submissions from Whiting Bay Primary School pupils. 
01_B41bus 03
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fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com

arranbanner

Learning about recreating a
valley of wooded wilderness

At a meeting of Arran Nat-
ural History Society on Oc-
tober 6, John Savory gave 
an illustrated presentation 
on The Carrifran Wildwood 
Project. 

John is a zoology gradu-
ate of Aberdeen University. 
He did his PhD research at 
Banchory into feeding ecol-
ogy of red grouse and then 
had a long career as a poul-
try scientist researching as-
pects of their behaviour, 
welfare and physiology. 

ways ecology and in his re-
tirement he feels fortunate 
to be involved in this Bor-
ders Forest Trust’s project.

The Carrifan project is 
seeking to recreate a valley 
of wooded wilderness in the 
Southern Uplands with the 
rich diversity of native spe-
cies that existed there thou-
sands of years ago before 
human activities became 
dominant.  The 1,500 acre 
valley in the Moffat Hills 
was bought through the 
hard work of a dedicated 
team of volunteers and the 
help of many generous sup-
porters. 

On January 1 2000 the 
purchase was completed, 
entry to the land gained and 

Carrifran. 
Since the start of planting 

in 2000, more than half a 
million saplings have been 
planted. These were derived 
from seeds collected locally 
by volunteers, which were 
mostly then cell-grown in 
compost plugs by commer-
cial nurseries with stock 
control procedures rigor-
ous enough to ensure that Checking the boundary fence along Saddle Yoke, 

the narrowest ridge in the Southern Uplands. 

Members of the ecology planning group inspect peat erosion in Rotten 
Bottom. 

only plants from the proj-
ect’s own seeds were plant-
ed. Five years is the period 
normally considered neces-
sary to reach establishment, 
but on the high ground at 

even more years are some-
times needed.

ration project of its kind, it 
is hoped the Carrifran Wild-
wood will be an inspiration 
and an educational resource 
to many over the next mil-
lennium. 

 John described the back-
ground to the Carrifran 
Wildwood story, the loca-
tion and purchase of the 
site, the planting of 600,000 
trees and shrubs over a de-
cade and the biological re-

cording there.  He then con-
centrated on describing the 
gradual colonisation by 
woodland birds in the de-
veloping woodland, based 
on systematic annual sur-
veys and incidental records. 

 It was a fascinating eve-
ning, with an interesting 
side story: 6,000 years ago, 
in the peat bogs of Rot-
ten Bottom at Carrifran  a 
yew hunting bow was aban-
doned for reasons no-one 
will ever know. 

There it remained, pre-
served in the peat, until it 
was found by a hill walk-
er in 1990. The bow is the 
oldest discovered in Britain 
and is now on display in the 
Museum of Scotland in Ed-
inburgh.

TURNING THE ELEMENTS
Music song and pictures inspired by 

Scotland

Wednesday 19th October
Altachorvie, Lamlash

7.30pm
Adults £10

Children and young people 
at school free
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For more information and worldwide subscriptions: 
www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe

RING 01371 851868
£9.99

Scottish textile design studio Juniper and Jane is 

based in West Kilbride, Ayrshire.  Much of their time is 

spent roaming Scotland’s wild places from which they 

draw inspiration for their printed patterns. 

Textile Artist, Jane Hunter and designer, Sam Kilday 

venture off the beaten track in a bid to fi nd those 

quiet, remote locations in which to absorb the natural 

surroundings.  Travels take the pair from craggy 

coastlines, hearing only the sound of inquisitive seals 

to lonely mountain corries in the hidden north, long 

since abandoned by ice and man.

Juniper and Jane’s textile patterns evoke the true 

character of Scotland’s wilderness in a contemporary, 

illustrative style.

The mountain bothy cushion on offer is printed on 

100% natural, unbleached cotton and comes complete 

with a plump feather pad.

To fi nd out more about Juniper and Jane’s fabrics, gifts 

and home accessories visit: www.juniperandjane.co.uk

PER QUARTER

ONLY

SUBSCRIBE to 
Scottish Field and receive a free 
mountain bothy cushion from 

Juniper and Jane worth £42.00*

SAVE OVER

20%
ON THE COVER PRICE –

ONLY £39.96 (Direct Debit)

A SUBSTANTIAL SAVING 
ON A YEARLY COVER 
PRICE OF £51.00

A STUNNING BORDERS GARDEN MAKING OF THE MIKADOTHE FORGOTTEN ARCTIC EXPLORER   BIRTHPLACE OF PHOTOGRAPHY

JULY 2016
CASTAWAY – Dumped on an uninhabited Hebridean island with no food or shelter, how would we survive?

Plus

10 The alien wildlife  invading Scotland

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   JULY 2016. £4.25
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The celebrated author on the uncommon 
appeal of niceness  
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MP Patricia Gibson joins pension campaigners on Arran. 

Sean Batty is backing the Scottish Water winter 
campaign.

Pension inequality campaign 
support from MP Patricia
Patricia Gibson, MP for 
North Ayrshire and Arran, 
held a street stall in Brodick 
earlier this month to collect 
signatures in support of a 
Westminster petition. 

The stall was one of a se-
ries held across the constitu-
ency urging the UK govern-
ment to make transitional 
arrangements for all wom-
en born in the 1950s on or 
after April 6 1951 who have 
what she describes as ‘un-
fairly borne the burden of 
the increase in state pension 
age’. 

The petition was present-
ed to Parliament this week.

Mrs Gibson said: ‘The 
principle behind equalis-
ing the state pension age is 
something that all parties 
support. 

However, any levelling 
must be done honestly and 

responsibly, something ab-
sent from the UK govern-
ment’s strategy thus far. 
The state pension is not a 

in terms of women born 
in the 1950s, the UK Tory 
government has broken that 
contract. This has affected 
4,800 women in my own 
constituency of North Ayr-
shire and Arran.

‘This injustice has in-
spired many to speak out 
against the Tories’ ill-ad-
vised plans. 

‘None has been more vo-
cal than the Women Against 
State Pension Inequality 
campaign group.

Their strength and convic-
tion contributed in no small 
part to the matter being de-
bated at Westminster on 
several occasions.

‘Last week the SNP pub-

lished independently com-
missioned research proving 

edly illustrating the ‘un-
affordable’ cost of such a 
transition, are entirely false. 

‘The Tories can afford to 
right the wrong that is im-
pacting upon millions of 
women because they are 
being refused access to their 
pension and, in the interests 
of social justice, must take 
immediate action.

‘The response from the 
public to this petition has 
been very positive. 

On Arran alone, hundreds 
of signatures were collect-
ed. There is an understand-
ing these women have suf-
fered a cruel injustice and 
this petition will send a 
clear signal to the UK Gov-
ernment that it must think 
again.’

Sean gets behind winter campaign 
to curb the misery of burst pipes
Scottish Water is urging 
householders and business-
es to think ahead and fol-
low its simple winter code 
to protect their pipes, and 
keep the water cycle run-
ning smoothly, before any 
spells of cold weather this 
winter.

Their new winter cam-
paign recommends a three-
point guide to help avoid 
the misery, inconvenience 
and cost of failing to be 
prepared and take mea-
sures to prevent frozen 
or burst pipes caused by 
freezing conditions.

The Scottish Water win-
ter code advises anyone 
with a home, holiday home 
or business premises to 
take action to heat, insu-
late and protect their prop-

erties, whether the property 
is old or new, ahead of any 
cold weather.

The campaign is be-
ing backed by Sean Batty, 
the STV weather forecast-
er, who said: ‘The winters 
of 2009-10 and 2010-11 
were characterised by cold, 
snowy conditions, which 
brought numerous prob-
lems across the country. 
Since then, we have avoid-
ed really cold conditions 
but instead we’ve had mild-
er and stormier weather 
which, of course, brings its 
own issues. In recent win-
ters, we’ve had more storm 

posed to ice and snow.
‘So, in the last seven years 

we’ve had swings from se-
vere cold and ice to severe 

cent experience tells us that 
we must be prepared for 
all the elements that can 
be thrown at us during the 
winter. It’s important sensi-
ble and simple actions are 
taken to protect our homes 
and businesses against 
mother nature.’

Campaign
Scottish Water’s winter 

campaign is being support-

- available to download at 
www.scottishwater.co.uk/
winter - that provides im-
portant and helpful guid-
ance on what steps to take 
to help prevent a frozen or 
burst pipe, how to locate a 
stop valve, what to do in an 
emergency and how Scot-
tish Water can help.

This year, Scottish Wa-
ter is also offering a free 
stop valve sticker, allowing 
property owners the chance 
to write the name and con-
tact number of their local 
licensed plumber so that it 
is handily placed in case of 
emergency.

Customers should visit 
www.scottishwater.co.uk/

and advice.  
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The time to expect the
unexpected

Twenty years ago
If you are looking for the 20 years ago feature please 
be assured it will be back next week. Back then, The 
Banner took a two-week break in October, so we do 
not have any material for the page this week. Apolo-
gies, but it will return. 

September was warmer 
than the same month last 
year, with mean temper-
ature almost two degrees 
higher. 

But it was wetter with 
more than twice the amount 
of rain.  It was a little dri-
er than the previous two 

Black grouse more birds have been released by 
the Arran Black Grouse Group as part of a re-
introduction programme. Photo: Dennis Morrison.

There have been almost unprecedented numbers of 
Black-throated diver on migration. Photo James Bryson.

Bar-tailed godwit: one 
of many migrant species 
recorded. Photo Nick Giles

months, but not by much. 
September is the start of 
the peak migration season, 
when many birds are on the 
move. A wide range of spe-
cies - more than 100 - were 
recorded during the month. 
It was certainly the time to 
expect the unexpected. The 

cord this year of great crest-
ed grebe. Two were seen 
off shore close to the Fall-
en Rocks car park on Sep-
tember 23. It is an occa-
sional passage migrant and 
winter visitor not recorded 
every year. Other unusual 
records included an osprey 
photographed over Glen 
Chalmadale on 10th with 
another sighting of perhaps 
the same bird at Sliddery on 
11th and four brent geese at 
the mouth of the Rosa and 
Cloy burns on 21st. 

Other birds on migration 
included: 22 black-throated 
diver off Cosyden on 6th, 
70 turnstone at Machriewa-
terfoot also on 6th, 14 dun-
lin at Blackwaterfoot on 
7th, 20 redshank at Sand-
braes also on 7th, one sand-
wich tern in Whiting Bay 

on 10th, eight wheatear at 
Drumadoon Point on 16th, 
one Bar-tailed godwit on 
Shannochie shore on 20th 
and a greenshank at Cordon 
on 23rd.

At this time of year birds 

ten in preparation for mi-
gration.   Reports includ-
ed: 200 ringed plover at 
Machriewaterfoot on 6th, 
80 kittiwake in Brodick 
Bay on 7th, 100 swallow 
at Balmichael on 15th, 40 

16th, 100 gannet in Whit-
ing Bay on 17th, 152 gold-
en plover at Machriewa-
terfoot also on 17th, 100 
skylark on Cleats Shore on 
18th, 300 linnet on Cleats 
Shore on 21st, 800 manx 
shearwater off Cosyden on 
23rd, 60 pied wagtail on 
Silver Sands on 25th and 
100 starling in Cosyden on 
30th. This gives an indica-
tion of the numbers of birds 
that are on the move at this 
time of year.

Some of our winter vis-
itors began to be reported 
including: 37 rook in Slid-
dery on 20th and four wig-
eon at Cosyden on 23rd. On 
11th September there was a 
report of 58 greylag geese 
in Shiskine. Whether these 
were part of the increasing 
population of naturalised 
geese that are on Arran all 
year or early migrants ar-
riving from the north is not 
known.

Having said that, some 
summer visitors were still 
around including: spot-

hew on 11th, whitethroat in 
Sliddery on 16th, chiffchaff 
in Lamlash on 17th, sedge 
warbler in Cordon on 18th, 
willow warbler in Sliddery 
on 20th and lesser black-

backed gull in Dougarie 
on 22nd. The following are 
the last September reports 
of the hirundines: six sand 
martin in Sliddery on 22nd, 
10 house martin in Sliddery 

Kilpatrick also on 30th. Oc-
tober should see the last of 
the house martins and swal-
lows departing south.

Other sightings this month 
included: 10 common sco-
ter at Cosyden on 6th, 25 
black-headed gull at Black-
waterfoot on 7th, one com-
mon crossbill in Sliddery 

Pladda on 15th, 13 lapwing 
on Sliddery Shore on 17th 
and a little grebe by the 
Fisherman’s Walk on 22nd. 

In addition, the Arran 
Black Grouse Group re-
leased a further 40 black 
grouse. 

To try to monitor these 
birds some have radio tags. 
Kate Sampson, head rang-
er at Brodick Country Park, 
would be delighted to have 
a note of any sightings of 
black grouse. 

Finally, my thanks to all 
the ‘volunteers’ who took 
part in the eider survey in 
September. 

Total number of birds re-
corded round Arran was 
116, a similar number to 
last year. Ten years ago it 
was more than 600. 

There was almost total 
coverage of the Arran coast-
line. The data on the eider 
survey contributes to the 
ongoing research of Chris 
Waltho who has been moni-
toring eider in the Clyde Es-
tuary for more than 20. The 
population trend is down 
but may be stabilising.  For 
the latest report from Chris 
visit this website. http://
www.arranbirding.co.uk/
files/clyde_eider_news_
no_14_aug_2016.pdf 

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2014 
and visit www.arranbirding.
co.uk

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

FOR SEPTEMBER
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday

Saturday 15th October

Sunday 16th October

Monday 17th October

Tuesday 18th October

Wednesday 19th October

Thursday 20th October 

Friday 21st October
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Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Incidentals 
Arran

COMPUTING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

SELF STORAGE

WELDING

Pine painted dress-
er. H180cm x W85cm x 
D45cm. Two doors. Call 
0780 222 8460
Golf Bag and trolley with 9 
clubs 6 irons, 3 wood. All in 
excellent condition
£25.00  Tel. 810685
U.S Mail boxes, new, black, 
green or white Tel. 07415 
780987 W/Bay

Electric cooker, 4 rings, 
grill, oven, excellent, cost 
£489, one year old, very 
clean £90.00 Tel. 07415 
780987 W/Bay

Washing machine and dry-
er combined, very good, 
Hoover model, £90.00 Tel. 
07415 780987 W/Bay
Mobility Scooter, excellent, 
dark green, cost £999 will 
accept £450, Tel: 07415 
780987 W/Bay
Bench saw, good working 
order, German make £70.00 
Tel. 07415 780987 W/Bay
Gents mountain bike, su-
perb condition, 15 speed 
gears £65.00 Tel. 07415 
780987 W/Bay
Chainsaw, good order 
£90.00 Tel. 07415 780987 
W/Bay

01770 600637 / 07979 416372

NISSAN NAVARA, 58 PLATE
MoT Feb 2017, 
72,800 mls, fully 
undersealed, 
5 new tyres, 
new discs, pads 
& tow bar

£8,500 
ovno

Welding most metals including Aluminium
Stainless and mild steels, Lead and Copper

Small fabrications also undertaken
Also Silver soldering and Brazing

Keep this number, you may need it
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PropertiesPublic NoticesRecruitment

ISSUE 3
AVAILABLE NOW
www.caskandstillmagazine.co.uk

CARETAKER/CLEANER
required for fully refurbished three 

bedroom cottage in centre of Corrie.
Responsible for changeover on Saturdays - 

generally from March to October.

Phone or text for more information  
07908769119 or email: 

cewatson14@yahoo.co.uk

Jas Campbell is one of Ayrshire’s leading law fi rms and has been the 
main provider of legal advice on Arran for over 50 years. 

We are now looking to recruit 

PART-TIME LEGAL & 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE
to support our busy Solicitors and Real Estate Agents in our Brodick 
offi  ce. The successful candidate will be well presented, a personable 

and confi dent individual with excellent administration and 
communication skills and an ability to work to deadlines. Effi  cient 

word processing and diary management skills and a pro-active 
approach to work are also desirable. Previous administrative work 
is a necessity, as is a clean driving license. Knowledge or interest in 

legal procedures, land and property would be an advantage.  

Hours will be Mon – Fri 1pm – 4pm with the possibility
of Saturday morning work also and further hours in the future.

Please pass CV and covering letter into Jas Campbell & Co., 
Unit 2, Th e Douglas Centre, Brodick,

(01770) 302 027  Mon – Fri 9.30 – 1pm
or email these to arranoffi  ce@jascampbell.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 

examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, *Irvine, between 9am-4.45pm 

weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 

Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 

Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 

by 04.11.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)

Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development

16/00879/PP; Levancorrach Farm, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Erection of 

two detached dwelling houses.

16/00922/PP; Site Opposite Ibrox Cottage, Whiting Bay, Brodick; Amendment to 

planning approval N/12/00530/PP to alter site layout including plot access and 

amendment to elevations of house type 1.

16/00954/PP; Village Shop, Whiting Bay, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Formation of 

terrace and installation of gabions and armoured rock infill to form sea defence.

16/00936/PP; Site to the north of Plantree, Kings Cross, Brodick, Isle of Arran; 

Erection of two one and a half storey dwelling houses.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Cleaner (Part-Time) | NAY01948 | Permanent 
Hours - 25 Hours per week | £6.70 - £6.87 hourly 

Closing date 25th October 2016

Montrose House, Brodick, Isle of Arran 

For further details and to apply please visit  
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

KILBRIDE BENEVOLENT FUND

Annual General Meeting
To be held in Lamlash Church Hall

At 7.30 pm on 
Th ursday 3rd November, 2016

All are welcome to attend
Scottish Charity No. SC001184

Shiskine & Machrie Senior 

Citizens Committee AGM
Tuesday 25th October at 7.30 pm

Kinloch Hotel 

All welcome

3 bedroom cottage to let
TORBEG AREA
£500 pcm plus bills

Available start October
07780 552661

LONG TERM LET
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CHURCH NOTICES

MISSING80TH BIRTHDAY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday 16th October

 Holy Communion, 11.00am 
Mrs Janis Gallagher
 Coffee after service.

          ALL WELCOME 
NO WEDNESDAY SERVICE

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé
worship on 

Thursday 20th October
 at 7.30 pm in St Molios’ 

Church, Shiskine. 
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant: 
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 16th October

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Pirnmill Church 10.45am 
Morning Worship.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship. 
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 16th October
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 16th October
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30 pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005)   

Sunday 16th October
 Worship will be led by the 
Worship Group at 10.30am. 

Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after the

service and there will be a sale 
of Traidcraft goods and cards 

All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 16th October
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 16th October 

Service 11am
at Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and Coffee after

the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm

 Home Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 16th October 
Shiskine 11am (Church on 

road between Blackwaterfoot 
and Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Chairman and former treasurer for many years, 
Victor Iutz will fi nally retire from offi  ce next month. 

Bridge winter games underway
The Arran Bridge Club winter session is well underway.

Monday October 3. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and David Camp-
bell, 2 Jan and John Beattie, 3 Margaret and Douglas Bruce. 
E/W 1 Anne McKelvie and Janie Maclure, 2 Doug Chase 
and Jennifer Wales, 3 Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adam-
son.

Aggregate competition at Brodick on Thursday October 
6. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Eendy Mc-
Niven and Elizabeth McKellar, 3 Douglas and Margaret 
Bruce. E/W 1 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie, 2 Bren-
da Livingstone and Pat Adamson, 3 Jessmay Peacock and 
Margaret McGill.

Match points competition at Lamlash on Monday Octo-
ber 10. 1 David Campbell and Tricia Martin, 2 Jan and John 
Beattie, 3 Fiona Henderson and Maureen Cumming.

Victor to retire 
from bowling club
The Thorburn Trophy is the 
closing match held to mark 
the end of the competition 
season at Blackwaterfoot 
Bowling Club but it was 
delayed until October this 
year as the scheduled date 
was completely rained off. 
Luckily the rescheduled day 
was warm, sunny and dry!

Members had a very en-
joyable afternoon and the 
trophy was won by Reuben 
Betley. Victor Iutz and Mar-
ian Brambles were second 
and third respectively. Fol-
lowing the competition, af-
ternoon tea was provided 
courtesy of Victor Iutz. Vic-
tor, who has served on the 
committee for many years 
as treasurer and then chair-
man, will be retiring from 
the committee at the No-
vember agm. 

Blackwaterfoot Bowling 
Club has the only all-weath-

A small group of the players on the all-weather rink. 

er bowling rink on the is-
land and is situated behind 
the Shiskine Golf Club at 
Blackwaterfoot. Last year 
members played most 
weeks throughout the win-
ter and spring when all oth-
er clubs were closed. To 
encourage new players, a 
reduced winter membership 
fee of £10 is being tried for 

ing to continue as perma-
nent members can get the 
£10 back as a reduction on 
next year’s membership 
fee. 

Non-members are very 
welcome to play at all 
times. 

Further details of winter 
membership and any oth-
er information about the 
club can be had from Keith 
Thompson on 860463 or 
Victor Iutz on 860749.  
Happy bowling!

Happy big 80 
BUNG. 

Love from all the family.  

MISSING - ANNIE

If found or seen please call 
07469 724 908 or 01770 302074

REWARD OFFERED
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The Pink Day at Shiskine Golf Club was well attended and raised £430.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday October 6, front 
nine medal. 1 Scott Camp-
bell 38-6.5=31.5, 2 Col-
in Richardson 41-8=33, 
3 Dougie MacFarlane 
35+0.5=35.5. Scratch D 
MacFarlane 35. Magic 

Lesley Murray, Alice Anderson and Gay MacKay won at the Pink Day at 
Shiskine in tough conditions. 

Lamlash captain Jennifer McArthur presents the 
Macgill Cup to Alison Heron with runner up Yvonne 
Brothers.

twos, C Richardson. Sun-
day October 9, Glenburn 
Cup, CSS 64, par 64. 1 
Michael MacFarlane 81-
18=63, 2 Scott MacFarlane 
75-11=64, 3 Alan Smith 77-
12=65. Scratch Scott Mac-
Farlane BIH over Andrew 
Wales. Magic twos, Alan 
Smith, Billy O’Connor and 
Ian Bremner.

Ladies Section: Wednes-
day October 10, med-
al 9, CSS 64, nine played. 
1 Yvonne Brothers  81-
19=62, 2 Alison Heron 88-
22=66. Scratch Yvonne 
Brothers 81. Magic twos 
Alison Heron @16th.

Saturday October 8, Med-

family commitments only 
Alison Heron and Yvonne 
Brothers played.

Neither lady excelled 
themselves in the front nine 
but taking handicaps into 
account Yvonne was two 
strokes ahead. Yvonne was 
level fours for the next sev-
en holes and Alison was 
one over fours.

Yvonne got into trouble at 
the 17th so going into the 
18th it was all to play for. 
Again Yvonne put herself 
in a bit of trouble and Ali-
son played steadily to win 
by one shot. 

A most enjoyable game 
played on an excellent day 
for golf.

Well done Alison on win-

ning the Macgill Cup. Fix-
ture: Sunday October 16, 
Glenburn Cup at 9.30am 
and 12.30pm. Thursday 
October 20, back nine med-
al, make up own games, see 
starter for times.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday October 3, Mon-

of the Monday Cup Ray-
mond Burke led the way 
with an excellent net 56 
which strangely must have 
been slightly disappointing 
as he was out in a gross 29. 
 Len Hartley was runner up 
on 59 which would be good 
enough to win normally. 1 
R Burke 68-12=56.

Saturday October 8, 
sweep. 1 A Napier 65-6=59, 
2 D Logan 70-10=60. Mag-
ic twos, D Logan x 3, A 
Napier x 2.

Fixture: Saturday Octo-
ber 29, Corrie Open. A re-
minder to Arran golfers to 
go along and enjoy the Cor-
rie course.

Arrange your own match-
es and tee off between 
8.30am and 1pm. Big priz-
es.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Saturday October 1, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup, CSS 
65 R/O. 1 B Sherwood 
34pts BIH, 2 C Laing 34, 3 
P Betley 33.

Tuesday Oct 4, Winter 
Cup. 1 H Bannatyne 71-
6=65, 2 P Betley 78-12=66, 
3 C Laing 86-17=69.

Fixtures: Tuesday October 
18, Lochranza Hotel Cup at 
12 noon. Saturday October 
22,  Eddie Rankin, gents at 
1pm, shotgun start.
Brodick Golf Club

Wednesday October 5, 
Wednesday cup. The win-
ner was Derek Roxburgh 
with Bryce Walker the run-
ner up. C O’Neil had the 

cult eighth.
Sunday 2 October, Bran-

don. 15 played, CSS 65. 
Iain Keen 79-14=65, 
Alistair Hume 76-11=65, 
Terry Raeside 75-10=65. 
Scratch Matt Keir 72.

Sunday 9 October, Winter 
Cup, Stableford. 19 played, 
RO. Kenny McMillan 
(13) 43pts, Terry Raeside 
(10)40pts, Gordon Morris 
(17)39pts.

Fixture: Sunday October 
26: new look Clochendi-
chter. Details in clubhouse 
and on club facebook page.
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Last gasp Arran clinch win 
against tough Moffat side 

Isle of Arran 35 
Moffat Rams 32

Arran welcomed the Bor-
ders team to Ormidale Park 
last Saturday, needing to 
bounce back after back to 
back defeats away from 
home. 

It was a middle of the ta-
ble clash with both teams 
looking to advance further 
up the league. Arran, who 
last year had several reti-
rals, have now lost three of 
their players who have gone 
travelling to North America 
and Canada, further weak-

Arran jump highest at the lineout. 01_A42rugby05

ening the team. However, 
there was no sign of being 
under strength as they took 
the game to a tough look-

Seconds
Things remained even for 

much of the second half but 
it looked like Arran were 
heading for another defeat 
being four points down and 
only seconds remaining on 
the referee’s watch.

However, the home side 
were awarded a penalty be-
hind their 22 and Niall Mc-

Master, who must have had 
a 100 stone hanging off 
him, crossed the line for a 
try to win the game. Sam 

conversion home to give 
Arran a narrow, but vital, 
three point win.

Arran travel to Bishop-
ton today (Saturday) who 
sit four places beneath 
them second bottom of the 
league, but they won’t be 
complacent as they lost to 
the bottom side Police Scot-
land-Glasgow two weeks 
ago.

A determined Moff at player tries to 
catch an Arran forward. 01_A42rugby03

It takes two to try and wrestle the ball 
from Sam Tattersfi eld. 01_A42rugby04

Arran look to have the ball over the line, but it was chalked off . 01_A42rugby10

Murray Boal shouts encouragement from the 
sideline at a scrum. 01_A42rugby12
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