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Octopus opening

Visitors of all ages enjoyed a day out at the opening of the Octopus Centre in Lamlash last Saturday where more 
than 150 people gathered to celebrate the occasion with invited guest speakers, � ne food and drink, activities and 
the opportunity to explore the marine-themed environmental visitor centre. Full story on page three.

Road row over the new 
council housing plans

The plans have been un-
veiled for the fi rst new 
council houses to be built 
on Arran in more than 30 
years.

It has emerged that 34 
new homes are to be built 
on land behind Brathwic 
Terrace in Brodick, but in a 
blow to residents a planned 
new road to service them 
has been abandoned.

Instead cars using the new 
estate will use the already 
busy Alma Road and along 
Brathwic Terrace which has 
sparked an angry reaction.

At a consultation meet-
ing held in Brodick last 

Housing strategy senior 
manager David Hammond.

week, members of the pub-
lic were given a fi rst look 
at the plans for the 34 
much-needed council hous-
es as there is a severe short-
age of affordable homes for 
young adults and families.

The proposals are for a 
mixed housing develop-
ment of 18 two-bedroomed 
homes, three three-bed-
roomed, three four-bed-
roomed, eight amenity bun-
galows and two wheelchair 
adapted bungalows, which 
have been broadly wel-
comed.

David Hammond, senior 
manager of housing strate-
gy at North Ayrshire Coun-
cil, said he and his team 
had come to Arran to lis-
ten to the views of the peo-
ple about the development. 
He said the plans were at 
an early stage so that con-
fi guration could still be 
changed given unique 
housing challenges.

There was a good turn-
out for the drop-in session 
at the Ormidale Pavilion, 
despite taking place on the 
day storm Ali hit, and Mr 

exciting new lunch & dinner
menus available
Auchrannie Resort, Brodick

call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.auchrannie.co.uk/brambles
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New road to service new 
houses is abandoned
Continued from page one

An aerial view showing the site of the new houses. 

Hammond said he was 
pleased to see the number 
of people who had come 
out in the stormy weather 
to attend.

However, a persistent 
concern raised was the fact 
that there was no new road 
planned for the new estate, 
despite previous promises 
to extend the road, some-
times known as Springbank 
Way, straight up from the 
side of the big Co-op to the 
estate. 

Mr Hammond said he had 
no knowledge of such a 
proposal.

One Springbank resident, 
seriously concerned about 
the the additional traffi c, 
said: ‘Brathwic Terrace is 

already an extremely busy 
road at certain times of the 
day. 

‘Add another 34 houses, 
many of which could have 
two cars, and the situation 
will be even worse. Brath-
wic Terrace was never in-
tended to take the volume 
of traffi c which uses it as 
the constantly broken road 
surface shows. 

‘There are also a lot of 
children who live and play 
around here.

‘There was recently a sur-
vey carried out by the De-
partment of Transport at its 
junction with Alma Road 
and I thought that may help 
determine the need for a 
new road.’

Residents have also ex-

pressed concern at the con-
struction traffi c which will 
have to use the single-en-
try road for all the building 
materials.

Another resident said: 
‘Two large vehicles meet-
ing on Brathwic Terrace al-
ready have diffi culty pass-
ing so I don’t know how 
large construction vehicles 
are going to cope.’

Mr Hammond said a sec-
ond public consultation 
was planned for around 
January when residents 
would be able to have their 
say on how to manage con-
struction traffi c ahead of 
the planned start to the 
work next spring with 
completion in the spring/
summer of 2020. 

The proposals are availa-
ble to view online at www.

northayrshire.community/
consulations/open-consul-

tations where comment can 
be made.

Helping shape the future 
provision of transport
The public were given the 
chance to have their say on 
shaping the provision of 
transport on Arran over the 
next 20 years.

There was a good turn-
out for the Arran Commu-
nity Transport Gathering 
held in Ormidale Pavilion 
last week with more than 
40 residents taking part in 
the workshop.

The guest speaker was 
Daniel Lafferty of Trans-
port Scotland who gave an 
overview of the National 
Transport Strategy Review, 
currently out for consulta-
tion, which will shape the 
changing needs of trans-
port with an ageing popula-
tion over the next 20 years.

Participants also had a  
chance to discuss the pres-
ent Arran transport frailties 
– which makes social iso-
lation a real problem on 
Arran – and the solutions 
which may be able to be 
found to improve the situ-
ation.

The lack of connectivi-
ty between the Arran buses 
and the ferries was one ma-
jor concern, as was the lack 
of services outwith ferry 
times. Daniel La� erty of Transport Scotland addresses the 

meeting.

There were also repeat-
ed concerns made about 
the effectiveness of the My 
Bus service, which was 
seen as being not properly 
used, as well as disappoint-
ment that the popular Post 
Bus service had been with-
drawn some years ago.

Looking to the future it 
was thought consideration 
should be given to electric 
car sharing schemes, deliv-
ery vans taking passengers, 
designated active transport 
lanes and the increased pro-
motion of electric bikes.

The meeting heard that 
on Tiree there was a ‘ring 
and ride’ service offered in 
the shops and the adoption 

of a Canadian bike rack 
which could be fi tted to Ar-
ran buses, allowing them to 
take cycles, was a popular 
idea.

The event was organised 
jointly by Arran Eco Sav-
vy and the Arran Locality 
Partnership. 

Eco Savvy project man-
ager Jude King said af-
terwards:  ‘The gathering 
on Tuesday was a great 
chance to highlight and dis-
cuss both the opportuni-
ties and challenges of Ar-
ran transport and travel and 
we were delighted that so 
many turned up to contrib-
ute to the constructive dis-
cussions.’
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Octopus Centre opening
The Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST) of-
fi cially opened its doors 
at the Octopus Centre last 
Saturday with an opening 
ceremony that coincided 
with the 10-year anniversa-
ry of establishing the Lam-
lash Bay No Take Zone.

Speaking at the event 
COAST director Paul 
Chandler thanked everyone 
in the community for play-
ing a part in helping to es-
tablish and advance the or-
ganisation, without whom 
he said, it would not be in 
the position that it was in.

The occasion was marked 
with a number of speak-
ers ranging from Ken-
neth Gibson MSP, Scottish 
Environment Protection 
Agency’s Terry A’Hearn, 
Planet Earth II fi lm-mak-
er John Aitcheson and 
COAST co-founder How-
ard Wood, to local speaker 
Colin Guthrie, who recited 
a poem dedicated to the or-
ganisation.

The event was well at-
tended with 150 people 
gathering at the opening 
which received support 
from organisations such as 
the Brodick Co-op which 
supplied the food and 
drink, Arran Gin Company 
and Arran Distillery which 
provided tasting sessions 
and Heather Macleod and 
Stuart Farrar, who enter-
tained the crowds with mu-
sic fi tting for the occasion.

SEPA chief executive Terry A’Hearn, Kenneth Gibson MSP and Patricia Gibson MP meet 
with COAST’s director Paul Chandler, vice chairman Russell Cheshire and co-founder 
Howard Wood.

More than 150 people attended the event to celebrate the opening of the Octopus 
Centre. 

Following the speeches, 
an offi cial ribbon cutting 
ceremony took place and a 
celebration was held with 
10 cakes, one for each year 
of the No Take Zone.

Visitors were then invit-
ed to explore the Octopus 
Centre which will act as the 
headquarters of the organi-
sation and a place to book 
events, acting as the focal 
point for marine research, 
conservation and related 
activities. 

In addition it will act as a 
marine educational learn-
ing centre and, in a Scot-
tish fi rst, a Marine Pro-
tected Area visitor centre, 
providing information 
about the ecology and ma-
rine life in the No Take 
Zone and the Marine Pro-
tected Area.

Offering a viewing tank 
experience, the build-
ing located at the old ten-
nis courts in Lamlash also 
houses an interactive dis-
play in real-time of vessels 
that are fi shing in the area 
as well as a host of tactile 
artefacts from the ocean 
for adults and children to 
experience.

Mr Chandler said: ‘Our 
new Octopus Centre is our 
community marine activ-
ities and learning centre, 
which forms the hub for 
our education, scientifi c re-
search and campaigning. 

‘It is a fun place to learn 
and become involved in 

marine conservation. 
‘This community engage-

ment and sense of owner-
ship and the presence of 
people who care about na-
ture was clearly on display 
at our busy offi cial opening 
on Saturday.

‘At this time COAST’s  
key aim through our work 
from the centre is to ensure 
that the South Arran MPA 
has functioning and effec-
tive management and to 
hold government and regu-
lators to account to ensure 
that their policy and actions 
meet their statutory and le-
gal obligations to provide 
the necessary protection.  

‘Our activities and our 
success are dependent upon 
grants and donations and 
the time given by all of our 
generous volunteers.’

COAST was founded in 
1995 by divers Howard 
Wood and Don MacNeish 
who witnessed fi rst hand 
the damage that was being 
done by fi shing and dredg-
ing activities in the area. 

The organisation has since 
pushed for pioneering con-
servation in the area and in 
2008 established the Lam-
lash No Take Zone and the 
South Arran Marine Pro-
tected Area in 2016. 

In 2015 Howard Wood 
received the prestigious 
Goldman Environmental 
Prize, the world’s largest 
award for grassroots envi-
ronmental activists.

COAST’s youngest member Luke Nelson 
cuts the ribbon, o�  cially opening the 
Octopus Centre. 

COAST co-founders Howard Wood and Don 
MacNeish at the opening ceremony. 
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End of an era at 
Catacol hotel

Dave Ashcroft and the Catacol Bay Hotel team pictured in 2015 when the business was 
� rst put up for sale. 

A well-loved island institu-
tion, the Catacol Bay Hotel, 
will soon be in new hands 
after the current owner re-
tires after nearly 40 years 
of running the popular nor-
thend establishment.

With intentions to re-
tire almost three years ago, 
owner Dave Ashcroft and 
daughter Susan Logan, and 
her daughter, Jennifer, have 
fi nally found a buyer and 
will hand over the reins to 
the, as yet unnamed, new 
owners after their last day 
of trading on Saturday Sep-
tember 29.

Renowned for its re-
laxed and informal atmos-
phere, and especially for 
its bar meals, the hotel at-
tracted visitors from near 
and far for its Sunday buf-
fets which were described 
by many as veritable feasts. 
It was also known over the 
years for its pub darts, pool 
and quiz teams and regular 
live music.

Stalwarts of the Catacol 
community, Dave and his 
extended family and staff 
have been at the centre of 
village life and have been 
involved in nearly every 
momentous occasion and 
family celebration in the 

village for the past 39 years.
Dave said: ‘We would like 

to thank you all for your 
custom and support over 

the last 39 years and hope 
to see you all sometime this 
month.’ He is looking for-
ward to a less busy lifestyle 

and will retain his house 
in Lochranza, dividing his 
year between Arran and 
New Zealand.

open seven days a
week for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

exciting
new

lunch & dinner
menus

fresh
local dining

for reservations call
01770 302 234 or book online at

www.auchrannie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

Locally sourced seafood and grilled meats
are combined with daily specials.

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am,
lunch from 12.30pm - 4.30pm and 

dinner from 5.00pm - 9.30pm. 

Bar open throughout the day serving 
teas & coffees, cold drinks and cakes. 

Relax in front of our toasty log burner! 38 Watt Road, Glasgow G52 4RY
Family run business o� ering quality 
memorials to suit all budgets.    
We also add inscriptions and carry 
out renovations to existing stones

Visit our website www.macintyrememorials.co.uk 
or call our experienced sta�  on 0141 882 3772

LET YOUR  
 HOLIDAY HOME

- over 35 years experience -

01738 451 610  

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

Give us a call -
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AYF continues tradition 
set by Lady Jean Fforde

The welcoming committee meet and greet 
visitors and sell grand ra�  e tickets. 

Youth work project manager Graeme Johnston and youth worker Hollie Watkins with an 
array of tempting treats served up by AYF members.

Arran Youth Foundations 
(AYF), who raised £911.30 
at their annual fundraiser 
at Strabane House on Sat-
urday, have thanked the 
Fforde family for continu-
ing to support their chari-
ty which was a cause held 
dear by the late Lady Jean 
Fforde.

Taking place in the beau-
tifully manicured gardens 
at Strabane House since 
2012, Lady Jean had al-
lowed the group the use of 
her gardens for fundraising 
and championed the work 
being undertaken by the 
youth charity.

In a continuation of the 
support provided by Lady 
Jean, her son Charles 
Fforde and wife, Lynn, 
gave permission for the tra-
dition to continue and invit-
ed AYF to, once again, host 
its event at Strabane House.

Offering a huge amount 

of home baking and tea 
and coffee, the afternoon is 
spent in the garden enjoy-
ing musical performances 
from AYF members which, 
this year, included Louis 
Prescott playing guitar and 
singing and Ross Kerr and 
Rory Currie playing bag-
pipes. 

Iona Summer from the 
Arran Fiddle Club also 
entertained the audience 
with  a performance on the 
fi ddle.

Members of the youth 
club organised and ran the 
entire fundraising event 
with youngsters welcoming 
visitors at the entrance and 
serving up a feast of home-
baking while also running 
the popular grand raffl e.

Graeme Johnston, AYF 
youth work project man-
ager, said: ‘We would like 
to sincerely thank all who 
generously gave raffl e priz-

es, did home baking, came 
along or supported us in 
any way, particularly the 
Fforde family, for contin-
uing to allow us the use of 
the lovely gardens and for 
all of the support afforded 
to us over the years. 

‘We are extremely grate-
ful for Lady Jean champi-
oning our cause and we all 
have lovely memories of 
her – she will continue to 
be fondly remembered by 
us all.’

AYF is a multi-award 
winning charity that en-
gages the young people of 
Arran in fun and meaning-
ful youth work activities. 
Based in the youth cab-
ins behind the high school 
in Lamlash, they are open 
every day of the week, of-
fering 15 weekly sessions  
of varied activities and 
events for the youth on Ar-
ran.

Visitors and supporters enjoy the 
entertainment and treats on o� er in the 
manicured garden. 



6 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 29 September, 2018arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

Bridge - change of 
venue
Arran Bridge, which is set 
to start again next week, 
will resume with a change 
of venue for the group that 
plays on a Thursday.

The venue for any-
one playing on Thursdays 
will now be at Little Rock 
Cafe with the fi rst game 
on Thursday October 4 at 
7pm. Car parking is avail-
able at the Arran Outdoor 
shop car park or on the 
main road.

Monday evening bridge 
will remain at the Brodick 
Golf Club at 7pm with the 
fi rst game taking place on 
Monday October 1.

The beginners’ lessons 
will continue on Tuesdays 
at 2pm in Brodick Golf 
Club for anyone wishing to 
learn how to play Bridge 
with the aim of joining the 
club. For more information 
on classes telephone Tricia 
Martin on 01770 600 900.

The results of the last 
tournament of the summer 
on Monday September 24 
were: N/S  1 Tricia Mar-
tin and David Campbell, 2 
Liz Robertson and Jennif-
er McArthur, 3 John Bar-
aclough and Jim Peacock. 
E/W 1 Brenda Livingstone 
and Pat Adamson, 2 Mar-
garet and Douglas Bruce, 
3 Jennifer Wales and Doug 
Chase.

Whiting Bay 
Thursday Club
The Whiting Bay Thursday 
Club, which was formed 
more than 50 years ago, 
is inviting any retirees or 
semi-retired people to join 
their bi-monthly get-to-
gethers.

Taking place through-
out the winter months 
from October until March, 
each year the club enjoys 
a mixture of talks by local 
speakers, support from lo-
cal schools and the occa-
sional light hearted quiz. 
They also meet on alterna-
tive fortnights for lunch at 
various venues around the 
island.

The meetings are held in 
the lesser hall at Whiting 
Bay Hall and start at 2pm 
and usually fi nish around 
3.30pm. The fi rst meet-
ing this year is on Thurs-
day October 4, when Arran 
Community and Volun-
tary Service (ACVS) will 
demonstrate the porta-
ble hearing aid loop. A 
copy of the menu will also 
be available for their fi rst 
lunch which is at Stags Pa-
vilion on Thursday Oc-
tober 18, at 12.30pm for 
1pm.

New members are guar-
anteed a warm welcome 
and if anyone requires any 
further information, secre-
tary Peter Randell can be 
contacted on 700831. Club draw winners

The winners of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 
200 club August draw 
were: fi rst prize, Vincent 
Cuddihy and second prize, 
Mike Smith.

Fabled white 
stag is spotted 
on the island

The white deer Sophie 
captured on video on Arran.

A deer enthusiast got a very special treat 
by spotting a fabled white stag on Arran.

Sophie Littlewood was driving  in the 
Clauchland Hills when she spotted the 
stag. She told the Banner: ‘For the last two 
years I’ve been waiting to see the Arran 
white stag and on the fi rst day of the Arran 
scheme, I was lucky to see him on the side 

of the forest road before crossing right in 
front of me. It is a very special memory 
I’ll never forget.’

Sophie runs a small business set up last 
year called Deercor (deer decor), produc-
ing luxury British goods, all with deer de-
signs of her own. She also runs a blog 
linked to the business called Deertalk.
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Legacy Fund helps Pirnmill 
honour their war dead
Pirnmill Village Associa-
tion has received a helping 
hand from North Ayrshire 
Council’s Legacy Fund to 
create a memorial to hon-
our the eight men from the 
village who perished during 
the First World War.

The council’s Legacy 
Fund provides funding for 
communities and organisa-
tions which are preparing to 
hold events or deliver activ-
ities based on commemo-
rating the 100th anniversa-
ry of the end of World War 
One.

Receiving £500 towards 
a plaque at the memorial 
garden – naming the brave 
WWI servicemen who 
made the ultimate sacrifi ce 
for their country – the Pirn-
mill Village Association 
will now, after eight years 
of fundraising, have a me-
morial for both WWI and 
WWII soldiers.

To mark the occasion a 

special dedication service 
will be held at noon on Sat-
urday September 29, led by 
Rev Angus Adamson. Fio-
na Laing can be contact-
ed on 850216 to reserve a 
space or to fi nd out about 
transport from Brodick, 
which will be provided.

At a special event held in 
Irvine’s Townhouse Prov-
ost Ian Clarkson welcomed 
representatives from all of 
the groups which have been 
given funding to help them 
achieve their aims.

Provost Clarkson, who is 
also North Ayrshire’s vet-
erans’ champion, said: ‘As 
we approach the 100th an-
niversary of what was 
thought to be the war to 
end all wars, we refl ect and 
remember those who took 
part in one of the most sig-
nifi cant events in human 
history.

‘The groups which have 
stepped forward to apply 

for legacy funding are a 
real inspiration. They have 
given up their own time to 
ensure that the memories 
of those who sacrifi ced so 
much will never be forgot-
ten. There is an amazing 
range of different projects 
from each of the groups in-
cluding concerts, beacon 
lighting, exhibitions and 
activities directly honour-
ing those who gave their 
lives.

‘I am looking forward to 
attending as many of the 
events as possible as we 
approach the 100th anni-
versary in November.’

A total of 12 organisa-
tions have received fund-
ing ranging from £200 to 
£1,500 and which will all 
help to commemorate 100 
years since the end of the 
First World War and honour 
the brave men and women 
who fought and died in the 
Great War.Ferry mascot 

returns to 
his post
With all the turmoil on the 
ferries a friend of the trav-
elling public has slipped 
back almost unnoticed.

Yes, the CalMac mascot is 
back at his post on the ramp 
of the new Brodick ferry 
terminal. However, his re-
turn is not without contro-
versy for while the Banner 
knows him as Wee Davie, 

it seems that his real name 
is Wee Alex and it has been 
since he fi rst made his ap-
pearance 12 years ago.

The Banner went in search 
of Wee Davie/Alex after 
11-year-old Lucy Gemmell 
from Kilmarnock reported 
him missing after he was 
moved from his post at the 
old linkspan.

When we reported the 
story in July we were told 
by CalMac that the mas-
cot had gone for his ‘an-
nual refi t’.

However, we are pleased 
to report he is now back at 
his post. We understand 
he has been put in charge 
of resolving the ferry cri-
sis.

Wee Davie/Alex can once 
again be seen watching 
over cars embarking and 
disembarking from the ferry.

A familiar face on 
Arran, Wee Davie/Alex 
has returned after his 

‘annual overhaul’.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Thought for the week
God is our refuge and 
strength, an ever-present 
help in trouble. There-
fore we will not fear, 
though the earth give 
way and the mountains 
fall into the heart of the 
sea. Psalm 46:1

Ferry meeting
Sir,
A heartfelt thank you to the 
Arran Banner in helping 
nudge CalMac’s manag-
ing director to attend a pub-
lic meeting on the island 
of Arran. Local folk, visi-
tors and stakeholders’ will 
now be able to ask the top 
man directly, face-to-face, 
about their concerns regard-
ing regular ferry failures 
and ways to future-proof 
against the disintegration of 
Arran’s lifeline ferry servic-
es due to geriatric ships and 
RET induced vessel fatigue.

In a lifetime as a ferry 
travelling customer, I have 
never known a CalMac 
managing director visit the 
island for a public meeting 
in these circumstances.

It would be an incredible 
boost to the island if Cal-
Mac’s managing director 
can understand the mer-
its of deploying at least 
three medium sized fer-
ries between Ardrossan and 
Brodick. This would pro-
vide backup for the current 
plague of breakdowns and 
also help cover the 37 per 
cent increase in workload 
due to RET.  The proposed 
ocean liner size MV Glen 
Sannox is far too big and 
utterly wrong for Ardros-
san. Bad weather will cause 
endless diversions and can-
cellations if Robbie Drum-
mond does not act now. 
Instead of buying anoth-
er £47,000,000 white ele-
phant that won’t fi t into Ar-
drossan, the service might 
be saved from recall. We re-
ally need to study the mer-
its of a newbuild class of 
ships the size of MV Isle of 
Arran and MV Hebridean 
Isles. Three to four of these 
ferries can be built for the 
price of one huge MV Glen 
Sannox.

With the help of the Ar-
ran Ferry Committee and 
the Arran Banner we should 
now manage to book an ap-

propriate island venue to 
hold the public meeting. 
Meanwhile, I would per-
sonally like to thank Rob-
bie Drummond. His letter 
in the Arran Banner was 
thoughtful and kind. Not 
an easy task when there are 
many folk, myself guilty 
too, of throwing brick-bats 
in the poor man’s direction.

Yours,
Russ McLean
Sannox

Scottish schools 
pipe band entries
Sir,
Most schools in Scotland 
have pipers and drummers 
within their pupil popula-
tion. Your readers’ local 
school in Arran is probably 
no exception. May I please 
ask your readers to seek out 
their pipers, and encour-
age them to represent their 
school as a piping quartet, 
if not as a full band, at the 
next Scottish Schools Pipe 
Band Championships.

The championships are 
organised annually by the 
Scottish Schools Pipes and 
Drums Trust.  The next 
championships will be held 
at Inveralmond Communi-
ty High School, Livingston 
on Sunday March 10 2019.   
More details are on our 
website (www.thechampi-
onships.org.uk).

Last March 145 schools 
from all over Scotland (and 
two from England) were 
represented at the cham-
pionships, with a category 
available for all standards 
of playing.

Five years ago we intro-
duced a new category: free-
style.  The aim of this is to 
provide an opportunity for 
schools to showcase their 
other musical skills along-
side those of their pipers.

The Scottish Schools 
Pipes and Drums Trust 
(www.sspdt.org.uk) hopes 
that as many young pipers 

and drummers from your 
area – with other musicians 
too if entering the freestyle 
event – will participate in 
next year’s championships.

Yours,
Patrick Gascoigne
Championships
administrator

Gull signs
Sir,
Have there been any gull 
attacks in Arran? Has North 
Ayrshire got the right to 
threaten us with fi nes if we 
feed the seagulls – are we 
turning into a nanny state?  
It is not a very friendly sign 
to be met with on a holiday 
island.  If there is a prov-
en gull problem on Arran I 
would suggest an informa-
tive sign without the threat 
of a fi ne.

I often tip the remains of 
my fi sh supper on the beach 
for the gulls. I have never 
found them to be overly ag-
gressive and think I should 
be able to feed the gulls 
without threats of fi nes 
from North Ayrshire.

We used to have colonies 
of hundreds of gulls staying 
on the hills above Shiskine 
– most of these have gone 
now; according to a local  
forester they left after the 
dump closed as there was 
less for them to eat.  Cer-
tainly I used to come across 
them when fl ying but I 
didn’t see any during the 
mountain festival when we 
traversed the same hill.

Gulls are scavengers and I 
hope they continue to make 
their home on Arran af-
ter the remains of fi sh sup-
pers are removed from their 
menu.

Yours,
Zabdi Keen
Kildonan

Kate to the rescue
Sir,
I wish to thank Kate the re-
ceptionist in The Doug-

las Hotel and David Turn-
er, Private Hire in Shiskine 
for rescuing me when I 
was stranded in Brodick at 
9.20pm on Saturday Sep-
tember 22.  My late arriv-
al in Glasgow (from Eu-
ston) meant that I missed 
the 6pm ferry to Brodick. 
Luckily there was an 8pm 
ferry but, unluckily, there 
was no bus to the Northend 
to meet it.  The ferry offi ce 
was closed so I decided to 
go into The Douglas Ho-
tel to seek help. After hear-
ing my woeful story, Kate 
organised my taxi home to 
Lochranza.

Thank you very much, 
Kate and David, for ena-
bling me to arrive home 
safely after a long arduous 
journey.

Yours,
Heather McConnachie
Lochranza

Kindness and 
care
Sir,
Recently I stupidly left 
my wallet in the Old Byre 
showroom in Machrie.

I did not realise I had lost 
it until the following af-
ternoon when I stopped in 
Tarbert en route to Cairn-
baan. I then discovered that 
Lorna had contacted my 
Arran hotel saying that my 
wallet was at the Old Byre.

The result of my phon-
ing her was that she spent a 
lot of time and care in post-
ing on my wallet to my new 
hotel.

This is another example 
of the great care and kind-
ness that has been shown 
to us on the many visits we 
have made to Arran over 
the last 30 years.

Many thanks to Lorna and 
all the residents of your 
wonderful Island

Yours,
Trevor Kinch
Worsley

Arran needs 
houses
Housing on Arran, particu-
larly affordable housing, is 
a perennial issue that need-
ed to be addressed decades 
ago. Unfortunately for de-
velopers and potential oc-
cupants, housing on Arran 
is hampered by a cost pen-
alty, with estimates sug-
gesting at least 20 per cent 
over the norm owing to is-
land logistics.

The lack of housing, be-
sides the many social im-
plications, is directly 
linked with the economy of 
Arran as any business own-
er or parent will knowingly 
tell you. Struggling to se-
cure a full complement of 
staff has seen many a busi-
ness severely restricted or 
even shutting its doors al-
together. Arran’s enterpris-
ing youth leave its shores to 
pursue careers where they 
can afford to start a life 
and climb onto the proper-
ty ladder.

So, while the provision of 
34 new homes on Arran is 
welcomed, especially af-
ter a dearth of 30 years, we 
must take heed that this is 
just a drop in the ocean – 
with a survey two years ago 
identifying the immediate 
need for more than 200 af-
fordable houses. That num-
ber has increased exponen-
tially since then.

We should also be aware, 
that in our eagerness to ful-
fi l this need, we don’t em-
brace what is offered with-
out consideration.
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Poppyscotland invites 
Arran to Light Up Red
Poppyscotland is look-
ing to Light Up Red the 
whole of  Scotland this 
year in recognition of the 
First World War generation 
who served, sacrifi ced and 
changed the world forever.

The charity is calling on 
mass involvement from 
schools, churches, coun-
cil buildings, monuments, 
statues and landmarks to 
mark the centenary of the 
end of the First World War 
and they are keen for Arran 
buildings to get involved.

Any building that has ex-
ternal lighting can get in-
volved with the help of red 
gel fi lters and join the na-
tional movement by illu-
minating their premises red 
from November 5 to 11.

Gordon Michie, head of 
fundraising at Poppyscot-
land, said: ‘It’s fantastic to 
know that Scotland will be 
lighting up red once again 
for the Scottish Poppy Ap-
peal, and we continue to be 
amazed by the country’s 
support. We have already 
received the support of 
around 50 landmarks that 
will Light Up Red but we 
want even more to join this 
exciting project.

‘This year is even more 
signifi cant than usual, 
though, as we commem-
orate 100 years since the 
signing of the Armistice 
that led to the end of the 
First World War. 

‘For that reason, we feel 
that this year’s Light Up 
Red campaign is just as 
much about local commu-

nities – and their desire to 
say ‘Thank You’ – as it is 
our seminal buildings such 
as Edinburgh Castle, so we 
encourage all communities 
– large and small – to come 
forward and light up red for 
Poppyscotland!’

Last year Brodick Castle 
took part in the campaign 
by illuminating the castle, 
however, a week of torren-
tial downpours meant that 
not many people ventured 
out to take in the sight.

If anyone is keen to light 
up red for Poppyscotland, 
then please email Jude 
Smart at j.smart@poppy-
scotland.org.uk for further 
information. 

Any structure is welcome; 
the list of those signed 
up already includes cas-
tles, cathedrals, museums, 
bridges, racecourses, ho-
tels, cranes, golf cours-
es, airports, fountains, a 
yacht… and even a pencil. 

For further information 
on the Light Up Red cente-
nary campaign, please vis-
it www.poppyscotland.org.
uk/light-up-red

MGs on show at 
heritage museum

Arran Heritage Museum 
once again played host to 
a fl eet of interesting and 
exotic MG cars of vary-
ing vintage on the museum 
lawn last weekend.

The exhibition by the 
owners marked the start 
of a three-day tour of Ar-
ran by the members of the 
MG Car Club Caledonian 
Centre. Having previously 
hosted other MG car clubs, 
this was only the second 
visit of the club to the is-
land.

A large number of cars 

 The cars on display ranged from vintage MGBs to the more modern TF series.

The Isle of Arran Pipe Band performs for the motor 
enthusiasts.

from the vintage to the 
more modern were on dis-
play and entertainment was 
provided by the Arran Jazz 
Cafe Band and Arran Pipe 
Band.

The club draws its mem-
bers from all over Scotland, 
and many from England, 
and every year stages more 
than 20 events, as well as 
joining in other classic car 
shows both in Britain and 
abroad. Such has been the 
popularity of this event that 
it was fully booked more 
than a year ago.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
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Smart meter 
mast is refused

An application for another smart antenna at the site near 
Brambleside is pending consideration.

A smart metering mast has been refused for this site at Arranton Place.

A proposal to install a 
12-metre high smart meter-
ing radio mast in Lamlash 
has been refused by plan-
ners.

Arqiva Ltd wanted to 
erect the mast in Arranton 
Place, next to Arran High 
School, and similar masts 
across the island to allow 
the proposed expansion of 
electricity smart meters in 
residents’ homes.

North Ayrshire Council 
planners said they were not 
willing to give the mast the 
go ahead under an amend-
ment order and said a full 
planning application would 
be required.

Objections to the propos-
al included Arran Commu-
nity Council which said 
the mast was ‘wholly out 

of character’ for the loca-
tion and said the applicant 
should look at alternative 
sites.

One objection stated that 
the site was wrong as the 
two green spaces, either 
side of Mackelvie Road, 
were used by children as 
play space close to their 
homes.

They also said the mast 
would reduce the value of 
visual amenity and ‘clutter’ 
on the main road approach 
into the village.

However, a bid to install a 
nine-metre high monopole 
and two ground cabinets at 
the side of the main Lam-
lash road and Brambleside 
is still under consideration.

Arqiva is responsible for 
providing the wide area 

network that connects 
smart metering equipment 
in consumers’ homes and 
businesses to the energy 
suppliers and network op-
erators.

This allows consumers to 
track their consumption of 

electricity and allows more 
acurate billing. 

But to do this there needs 
to be a network of smart 
metering base stations that 
communicate by radio with 
the smart metering equip-
ment.

BOOK ONLINE £25 PER NIGHT

www.brodickbunkhouse.co.uk
sleep@brodickbunkhouse.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram
Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram

telephone : 01770 302 968

WARM WELCOME
SERVING TEA, COFFEE
Delicious Home Baking
‘Arran Larder’ BAR MEALS
SHARING PLATTERS
ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

F O O D  S E R V E D
EACH DAY UNTIL 9.30PM

ALWAYS A GENUINE
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

2018
INDEPENDENT HOTEL OF THE YEAR

Lamlash Church
at the heart of the community, 

with the community at its heart.

Families are invited to come 
along to enjoy some fun, 
stories, crafts and food 

in Lamlash Church

Thursday 
11th October

starting at 
3:30pm 

‘til 5:45pm
Early years to 

Primary 7

Meet Scruffy the dogSingalong with the Funzles
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And the BAFTA Kids Roadshow goes to ... Arran!
Schoolchildren on Arran enjoyed a packed 
itinerary of fun events designed to offer 
children an insight into the fi lm, game and 
television industry when the British Acad-
emy of Film and Television (BAFTA) last 
week brought its Kids Roadshow to Arran.

As reported in last week’s Banner the star 
of the show were BBC children’s TV pre-
senters Lindsey Russell from Blue Peter 
and Ben Shires from Offi cial Amazing, who 

Words and pictures Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

hosted the day of special events and mas-
terclasses.

BAFTA nominated digital learning plat-
form founder Joshua Davidson, who created 
the Night Zookeeper, joined the group and 
presented a writing workshop and spoke to 
the children about storytelling and creative 
writing.

The full day event saw pupils from all of 
Arran’s eight schools joining in the fun and 
entertainment which started with the guests 
speaking about what the BAFTA awards are 

A pupil from each of Arran’s eight schools joins television presenters Lindsey Russell and Ben Shires and Joshua Davidson for a 
photo with a BAFTA award. 01_B37BAFTA01

Pupils from Arran’s eight schools wait excitedly for the arrival of the Blue Peter and O�  cial Amazing stars. 01_B37BAFTA03

O�  cial Amazing’s Ben 
Shires during a quiz with 
pupils. 01_B37BAFTA05

Blue Peter presenter 
Lindsey Russell during the 
BAFTA Kids Roadshow. 
01_B37BAFTA06

Founder and managing director of Night 
Zookeeper Joshua Davidson joins pupils in 
the writing workshop. 01_B37BAFTA09

Whiting Bay pupils prepare to get to 
work during the Night Zookeeper writing 
workshop. 01_B37BAFTA08

Two girls share their ideas with writing workshop
facilitator Joshua Davidson. 01_B37BAFTA10
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And the BAFTA Kids Roadshow goes to ... Arran!
along with various creative and self-em-
powering topics.

After a lunch break and the inevitable pho-
to opportunities, some pupils attended a tel-
evision masterclass and others the writing 
workshop with Joshua Davidson. The tel-
evision presenting masterclass was hosted 
by Lindsey and Ben who, while conveying 
their content about television presenting, 
also ensured that it was enjoyable with the 
maximum amount of audience participation.

Telling the pupils about how they started 

their careers in television they then held a 
quiz and various challenges and competi-
tions before everyone returned to the com-
munity theatre where eight winners were 
presented with prizes from an earlier draw-
ing competition.

BAFTA, through its awards ceremo-
nies and year-round programme of learn-
ing events and initiatives – which includes 
workshops, masterclasses, scholarships, lec-
tures and mentoring schemes – aims to iden-
tify and to inspire and nurture new talent.

A pupil from each of Arran’s eight schools joins television presenters Lindsey Russell and Ben Shires and Joshua Davidson for a 
photo with a BAFTA award. 01_B37BAFTA01

Ben Shires and Lindsey Russell share a laugh in presenting 
Bay Queen Greta Litton with a BAFTA award. 01_B37BAFTA02

Pupils from Arran’s eight schools wait excitedly for the arrival of the Blue Peter and O�  cial Amazing stars. 01_B37BAFTA03

Ben Shires and Lindsey Russell take pupils 
on a television masterclass. 01_B37BAFTA04

Lindsey Russell speaks to a pupil during a 
quiz. 01_B37BAFTA07
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ArranMan Triathlon 
blown off course by 
predicted high winds
Organisers of the ArranMan Triathlon Festival – which 
was due to be held last weekend – had to cancel the 
event due to concerns about the weather which was 
predicted to see high winds gusting in excess of 41mph.

Calling the entire event off just three days before the 
anticipated start, the event has in the past attracted more 
than 2,500 athletes, family members and spectators.

Expressing his disappointment and acknowledging 
the anger that many participants might feel, organis-
er Alan Anderson, said that he had been erring on the 
side of caution and making the decision days before 
the event, rather than having to cancel it hours prior to 
it starting.

Citing not only safety concerns with cyclists descend-
ing hills in high winds during racing conditions but 
also that the predicted winds were right on the edge of 
what their water safety crew would permit for a swim 
to take place.

In addition to the safety aspect the predicted high 
winds would also have caused diffi culty for organisers 
and crew to erect and use temporary structures that are 
necessary for crew and athletes.

The decision comes amidst a trying season for the or-
ganisers who host a number of  other triathlons and 
events across Scotland. Alan said last week: ‘As many 
of you will be aware the team had to deal with two 
near fatal incidents at events earlier in the year, and last 
weekend we had to cancel the Queen of the Highlands 
sportive because a Co-op lorry destroyed a bridge on 
the Cairn O’Mount road. It has been a trying season.

‘So I would rather make what might be the wrong 
call and cancel than plough ahead on the hope of calm 
weather and on Sunday have my brilliant team of vol-
unteers deal with a similar incident again.

‘If this event was on the mainland or an inland body 
of water I would be holding off any decision until Sat-
urday, however, I am painfully aware that many of you 
will have long journeys to get across the Clyde to Ar-
ran and accommodation/ferries to cancel. So I am err-
ing on the side of caution and making the call today 
and giving you as much notice as possible to change 
your plans.’

The ArranMan Triathlon, which would have been 
held for the fi fth time, has previously been held in June 
but this year had been scheduled for Sunday Septem-
ber 3, the Glasgow September weekend.

All entries will be deferred to next year’s ArranMan 
which will once again return to its June date and en-
trants will be allowed free entry to another event or-
ganised by the group Ha Ha Events.

Connor Smith 
Memorial Trophy

Scott and Kerr Rankin present the inaugural Connor Smith 
Memorial Trophy to Andrew Currie.

All 12 of the junior participants who competed for the inaugural Connor Smith Memorial 
Trophy at Shiskine Golf Club.

Twelve juniors played 
for the inaugural Connor 
Smith Memorial Trophy at 
Shiskine Golf Club on Sat-
urday where the format was 
a two-ball foursome with 
one junior playing with an 
adult/coach, over six short-
ened fairways.

Bill and Jacqui Smith 
presented the trophy to 
Shiskine this year, along 
with medals inscribed Con-
nor Smith #660 Junior 
Golf Trophy 2018 and the 
Shiskine logo – 660 being 
Connor’s number.

Loved
Connor in his junior 

years loved to play golf.  
He lived opposite the 9th 
tee at Machrie and during 
school holidays and week-

ends was known to play 
golf all day, not even stop-

Lachlan McKinnon, Lew-
is Swindells, Frazer McK-
innon, Andrew Currie, Lily 
Currie and Oscar Urquhart 
Dixon.

There were some excel-
lent scores, 31, 32, three x 
34, but the runaway winner 
with 29 was Andrew Cur-
rie, who played with Willy 
McNally.  Scott and Kerr 
Rankin, Connor’s cousins, 
presented the medals and 
the trophy.

Thanks
A spokesperson from 

the Shiskine Golf Club 
said: ‘Very many thanks to 
Stewart Fotheringham for 
setting out the blue tees, 
and to the catering staff at 
the Tee Room for enter-
taining the juniors to piz-
za and chips. A huge thank 
you to all the coaches and 
adults who played with the 
juniors.’

ping for lunch.  He played 
for Shiskine Golf Club, 
aged 12 in the Kelso Cup at 
Machrie in 2006 when they 
won.

Passionate
Those that knew Con-

nor also know that he went 
on to become equally pas-
sionate about quad bik-
ing – he got his fi rst quad 
aged fi ve and progressed 
on to race quads aged 12.  
As a teenager he won the 
Junior Scottish Champion-
ship and went on to win the 
British u21 Championship, 
the Scottish Championship 
and the North of England 
Championship.  He died 
tragically in 2013 repre-
senting Britain at Cingoli, 
Italy aged just 19.

The juniors participat-
ing were Jack, Grace, Har-
ry, Reece and Finn Pop-
plewell, Kirsty Hume, 
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WITH an ageing population and record 
number of older people in work, Specsavers 
and the Royal National Institute of Blind 
People (RNIB) are reminding people of the 
importance of regular eye tests to maintain 
and protect their sight.

There are now more than 1.2 million Brits aged 
over 65 working as people continue to live 
longer and healthier lives. Yet research* has 
revealed that 250 people start losing their 
sight every day even though at least half of all 
sight loss is avoidable.  Early detection is vital 
in the management and successful treatment 
of many conditions, with regular eye tests 
being key. But despite that, one in four people 
are not having an eye test every two years as 
recommended. 

Hairy Bikers star Dave Myers has teamed up 
with Specsavers and RNIB this National Eye 
Health Week (24-30 September) to help raise 
awareness of the importance of eye tests. The 
61-year-old was diagnosed with glaucoma 
seven years ago following a routine visit to the 
opticians. It could have affected his career, but 
swift detection has protected the chef’s sight 
by enabling him to successfully manage the 
condition with daily eye drops.

‘I was shocked because I had no symptoms, 
but if it had gone unnoticed, I could have gone 
blind. Like so many people, my career is my 
passion and it’s so hard to imagine doing all 
the things I love if I couldn’t see.’ 

RNIB interim CEO Eliot Lyne added: ‘Research 
shows that the older you are, the greater 
your chances of developing an eye condition, 
so it is very important that people book 
themselves in for an eye test every two years.

‘With the right support, 
people with sight loss can 
continue working, and if 
you are an employer, RNIB 
and other organisations 
can help you to properly 
support a member of staff 
who is losing their sight.  

‘Advances in technology mean that blind and 
partially sighted people can now overcome 
many of the barriers to work that they faced 
in the past, and government schemes like 
Access to Work mean that many of the costs 
can be met.’ 

All Specsavers optometrists are accredited 
in detecting and monitoring glaucoma, 
cataracts and other eye health conditions. 
To complement their skills, Specsavers and 
RNIB have also launched eye health training 
for Specsavers’ non clinical teams, including 
optical assistants and frame stylists, to ensure 
that whoever a customer first sees in-store is 
sympathetic to their eye care needs. 

To book your free NHS-funded eye 
examination visit specsavers.co.uk or call 
0800 0680 241.

Free eye examination funded by the Scottish 
Government and available in Scotland only.

Regular eye tests more vital than 
ever with ageing workforce

* YouGov Survey commissioned by Specsavers and RNIB 
23rd June -7th July 2017 of 6,430 UK adults aged 18+.
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Villages vote
Residents of the villages of Brodick, Pirn-
mill and Shiskine turned out in very large 
numbers on Wednesday evening to elect 
new community councillors. And although 
all sitting members have been returned in 
these villages it is an indication that, while 
most folk do not want the responsibility of 
being a councillor, they do want a say in 
who represents them. An election has been 
necessary in all these villages since more 
people are standing than there are places.

There is also another explanation for the 
very large turnouts of 52 in Brodick, 60 in 
Shiskine and 70 in Pirnmill. There was a 
football match on television, meaning that 
Coronation Street was being screened lat-
er.

Pressing issues
At the monthly meeting of the North Ayr-
shire Council area committee in Lamlash 
last Monday there were three agenda items 
which related to Arran. Chairman John 
Sillars spoke of the disgraceful state of 
the three tennis courts behind Brodick hall 
and asked for long term plans from the ap-
propriate department by the next meeting.

He also stated that Arran’s roads were in 
a disgraceful state with the same potholes 
being fi lled in every couple of weeks and 
asked for a report from the roads depart-
ment by the next meeting.

Disappointment abounded when Arran’s rugby team was knocked out of the SRU 
Tennent’s Velvet Cup in the � rst round. The defeat by Moray was made all the worse by 
the narrow margin of one point with the match � nishing Arran 8 Moray 9. 01_B39twe04

The longest discussion of the day was 
about dog dirt, a matter which was de-
clared to be dear to all our hearts. It seems 
that NAC has a budget of £18,000 to re-
duce dog fouling next year and as a re-
sult Arran’s complement of dog poo bins 
would be increased from fi ve to six.

Shoe designer
Arran’s heavy event champion Scott Clark 
fared well at the San Francisco Gathering 
two weeks ago thanks to a new design of 
footwear specially created for fi eld events.

After the Brodick Highland Games, 
Scott had gone to the much bigger games 
at Cowal. Next on the list was San Fran-
cisco, a gathering which attracts up to 
85,000 spectators. The night before Scott 
was due to catch a fl ight to America his 
mother Irene heard strange noises coming 
from the garage. Investigating she found 
Scott sawing and drilling at a pair of train-
ers.

Distraught, he had just discovered that 
he had left his spike-toed fi eld boots at 
Cowal and it was too late to retrieve them 
before his fl ight. So now he was drilling 
studs into his trainers and had even shaped 
a wooden heel which he attached to them. 
They looked odd but gave him the neces-
sary grip and off he went. Later he told us 
he had done quite well, had come fi fth in 
his section and had broken a hammer re-
cord by an inch or two.

The successful candidate from more than 80 applications, Bill Cowell, who is pictured 
here with his wife Jane in the drawing room at the Brodick Castle, is the new castle 
custodian following the retirement of Graham Watson. 01_B39twe01

Curtain call for the Brodick players who have been performing Men Should Weep over 
two nights last week. The production, written more than 50 years ago, was a resounding 
success. 01_B39twe02

Married in Brodick Church last Saturday by the Rev Ian MacLeod were Jill Small of Brodick 
and Tim Wilkinson of Whiting Bay. Tim works as a carpet � tter with his dad and Jill works 
at the Bank of Scotland. The couple will honeymoon in Mauritius before settling down in 
Whiting Bay. 01_B39twe03

Arran primary pupils act like raging bulls during the BT Scottish Ensemble workshop 
where they were singing Toreador from Carmen. 01_B39twe05



Every day
Brodick mini golf                                                                 Open 7days, 9am - 5pm ish, ALL weather                    
Brodick Castle, garden only                                                                            Open 9am-dusk
Cafe and Isle be Wild                                                                       Brodick Castle, 10am - 5pm 
Soap making and candle dipping                                             Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm 
Arran Heritage Museum                                                           Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Arran Brewery                                                       Mon-Saturday,10.30am - 5pm, Tours at 11am and 
                                                                                              Sunday,12:30pm - 5.00pm  Tour at 2pm

Saturday 29th September
Flow yoga                                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am  
Orca Krafts art classes                                                   Charisma Lane, Brodick, 10.30am - 12noon
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm 
Highland dance classes, P2 and under                                      Arran High School, 11am - 12.30pm
Highland dance classes, P3 and over                                               Arran High School, 11am - 1pm
Craft fair presented by Katsock                                                                   Brodick Hall, 11am - 3pm           
Rinks bowls                                                                                    Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Orca Krafts art classes                                                          Charisma Lane, Brodick, 3pm - 4.30pm 
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Jimmy Blair accordion concert,                                      Arran Lodge at Altachorvie, 7.30pm - 10pm
Live music – Biff Simpson                             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music – Steve Hepworth Band, foot tapping, singalong band          The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm 
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Shiski Diski                                                                                           Shiskine Hall, 10pm - 1am

Sunday 30th September
Brodick Castle From the Outside – a guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
Live music – Hinging by a Thread                   Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm 
Live music – Jimmy Blair accordion orchestra, music for all occasions         The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm     
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                    Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Folk music session                                                                                Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 1st October
Brodick Castle From the Outside – a guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm
Chantraine dance class for adults                                       Village Hall, Lochranza, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult tennis                                                                                                     Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Circuit training                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, all welcome                                           Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do, adults and over-10s,                                         Brodick Church Hall, 7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Joni Keen                                  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm -10.30pm

Tuesday 2nd October
Healthy Outdoors team                                     Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Brodick Castle From the Outside – a guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
Castle garden walk                                                 Brodick Castle and Country Park, 2pm - 3.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                   Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 6pm
Arran Hockey Club – Juniors (5-14yrs)                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm - 7pm
Scottish country dancing                                                          Brodick Church Hall 7.30pm
Trev’s pop music quiz                                                                           Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional music sessions                                                                                        Brodick Bar, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 3rd October
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.30am
Brodick Gardens volunteers                                          Brodick Castle and Country Park,10am -1pm
Coffee morning                                                                     Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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Chair yoga                                                                              St Molio’s Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Brodick Castle From the Outside – a guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
Archives and Genealogy Service    Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm &1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dog classes                                                                                 Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm 
Parkinson’s Support Group                                                 Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm       
Arran Pace Makers running group                                                            Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                  Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwon Do                 Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm, Advanced Juniors & Adults, AHS, 7.30p -8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                   Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash SWI                  Lamlash Firestation, 7.30pm
Midnight Run – American bluegrass            Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm -10.30pm                                                                                                         
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                  PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Ouiz night                                                                                              Drift Inn, Lamlash 9pm
Rock’n’pop bingo                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 4th October
Morning fi tness                                             Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga                                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am
Whiting Bay Thursday Club      Whiting Bay Lesser Hall, 2pm
Brodick Castle From the Outside – a guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
ACLI volunteer gardening day                             Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Castle Time Travellers                                                Brodick Castle and Country Park, 2pm
Quilt Arran                                                                        Firestation, Lamlash, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult tennis                                                                                         Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Isle of Arran Bridge Club, all welcome                              Little Rock, Brodick, 7pm for 7.15pm
Arran Hockey Club – seniors (12 yrs +)                     Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8.30pm              
Arran Soul Choir                                       Community Theatre, Arran High School, 7pm - 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                 Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Body Blitz                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Tommy’s general knowledge quiz                                            Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 5th October
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                              Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.30am
Brodick Castle From the Outside – a guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm
T’ai chi with Sue Thurogood                                         Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Orca Krafts art classes                                           Charisma Lane, Brodick, 4.30pm - 6pm
2 for1 Fish and Chips                                                          Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge 5pm - 6pm
Chantraine dance class for adults                  Arran High School, Lamlash, 6pm - 7.15pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                      Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do                                    Advanced (advanced class) Arran High School, 7.30p -8.30pm
Friday night quiz                                                        Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Live music – Fatman & the Angel                Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Karaoke and open mic                                                                     The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm      

Saturday 6th October
Flow yoga                                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am  
Orca Krafts art classes                                       Charisma Lane, Brodick, 10.30am - 12noon
Brodick Castle From the Outside – a guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm 
Highland dance classes, P2 and under                              Arran High School, 11am - 12.30pm
Highland dance classes, P3 and over                               Arran High School, 11am - 1pm
Orca Krafts art classes                                               Charisma Lane, Brodick, 3pm - 4.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Barry Jackson Sicilian Blue & Roots     Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music – Audioclass, fi rst class indie rock covers                       The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm 
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm



Job Opportunities  
with North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

Proud to be              Overall Council of the Year 2017         

Cook -  NAY04188 | Montrose House | 35 hours per week 
Salary £16,205.69 - £17,703.70 per year 

Cleaner - NAY04159 | Montrose House | 35 hours per week 
Salary £15,986.25 per year 

Cleaner (2 posts available) NAY04112 | Montrose House 
25 hours per week | £8.75 per hour 

Janitor/Cleaner (Term Time) - NAY04114  
Corrie Primary School | 10 hours per week | £8.75 per hour 

Cleaner (Term Time) - NAY04143  
Lamlash Primary School | 7.5 hours per week | £8.75 per hour 

Catering Assistant (Term Time) - NAY04103 
Pirnmill Primary School | 7.5 hours per week | £8.75 per hour 

Cleaner (Term Time) - NAY04163 | Whiting Bay Primary School 
12.5 hours per week | £8.75 per hour 

Across Arran we provide high quality catering and 

cleaning services in seven Primary Schools, catering 

services within Arran High School and also catering and 

cleaning services in Montrose House Care Home. 

We provide an excellent service to all our customers - 

our catering service is award winning having achieved 

the Gold Standard Food For Life Award from the Soil 

Association. We have held this accreditation for the 

past five years which means we use local, organic and 

ethically sourced food in our catering provision. 

At the Council we offer a focused, passionate and 

inspirational workplace where you can really make a 

difference in helping to provide a wide variety of services 

to people in North Ayrshire.  In addition, you can enjoy 

great benefits, discounts, excellent working conditions 

and training opportunities to help you fulfil your potential. 

Currently we are looking for people to join our catering 

and cleaning teams. Why not come and speak to us 

about these vacancies at our drop-in session on Tuesday 

2nd October 10:00 to 14:00 at Brodick Library,16 Cora 

Linn Ct, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AB. 

Closing Date 9th October 2018
For further details and to apply visit www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property
LONG LET IN LAMLASH

AVAILABLE NOW
Modern 2 bedroom, balconied house. 

50 meters from shore in centre of village.
Well furnished - suitable for 2 adults. £600 

per month plus CTAX.
References required. Sorry no pets or DHSS.

Tel: 01770 600 795

THE IDEAL GIFT...
Scottish Calendars 2019

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call us on 01371 851 868 

OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 
Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

Enjoy Scotland at its best all
year round with our selection

of stunning calendars. 
To see all the images from

our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

£11.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM

£6.95
including

P&P*

FROM

Arran 
Medical Group

Seasonal Flu 
Vaccination Programme

The seasonal Flu Campaign will be 
starting in October. The campaign 

includes the following groups
• Children 6 months to under 2 year in an at risk 

group –   clinic  appointments .
• Children pre-school – 2 years to 5 years – clinic  

appointments  
• Primary School children – P1 to  P7 -  vaccinated 

at school
• Secondary school children up to 18 years in an 

at risk group – Clinic appointments with a GP
• Aged 18 years to under 65 years in an at risk 

group, this is for people with a  medical 
condition such as breathing  and heart 
problems, diabetes, kidney disease, being very 
overweight  or who have a lowered immune 
system. Please contact the surgery to confi rm 
if eligible –  clinic  appointments 

• All pregnant women – clinic appointments
• All people aged over 65 –  clinic appointments 
 If you are unsure if you are in an eligible group 

please do not hesitate to contact the surgery.  All 
our  Flu clinics will be by appointment only.

Appointments  will be available from October. 
To make an appointment for a � u vaccination  
at any surgery please phone 01770 600516.
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£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

SELF STORAGE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

LOGS
FREE TO UPLIFT

Cintique 2 seater sofa and 
pine table with 4 chairs. 
Please call 07749 424070G I Logs 

Cut to size seasoned firewood delivered to your door 
 

To be in with a chance of winning a FREE 
HALF LOAD of logs, Simply order a FULL 

LOAD! 
 

To order, please Call: 
 

Grant (day):  07786 246 886 
Billy (day):  07866 323 533 
Evening:  01770 600 155 

Happy 30th 
Birthday James 

love from all 
your family x

Happy 21st 
Birthday Sarah 

on 3rd October.

Love from all 
your family. X
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Shiskine juniors win the Kelso Cup

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 30th September

Lochranza Church, 9.30am. 
Morning Service.

Pirnmill Church, 10.15am. 
Morning Service.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.
The Open-Air Songs of Praise 

at the Clachan Preaching 
House at 3.30pm.

 
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
(Part of the Worldwide Angli-

can Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 30th September

NO SERVICE

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 30th September

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
ALL WELCOME

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 

(Next to the Douglas Hotel)  
Telephone 700346

Everyone Warmly Invited

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 30th September
Mrs Liz Clarke
Kilmory - 10am

Lamlash - 11.30am. 
At Lamlash: Praise Service

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 30th September 

Worship for Harvest Thanks-
giving will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson at 10.30am. 
 After the service, there will 
be a harvest lunch and all
 proceeds will go to the

charity WaterAid. 
Everyone most welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 30th September
Service 11am, Ormidale

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and coffee after

the service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.

Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine, 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Saturday 29th September
Vigil Mass, 7.30pm

Sunday 30th September
Sunday Morning Mass,11am

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

TAIZE WORSHIP
Thursday 4th October

 at 5.30pm
Holy Cross Church, Brodick 

ALL WELCOME
DEATH

Congratulations to Steven 
and Ellie on the birth of Ol-
iver Peter David Nelson on 
the 21st September 2018. 
Lots of love from Gran and 
Grandad and all the family.

NELSON / SMITH

RAE: After a short illness in 
Ayr Hospice on Friday 21st 
September 2018, Dorothy 
aged 82 years, beloved mum, 
gran, great gran, sister aunt 
and dear friend to many. Fu-
neral on Tuesday 2nd Octo-
ber service in Masonhill Cre-
matoium Ayr, at 1.15pm to 
which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited. Fam-
ily fl owers only please, bright 
colours to be worn. There will 
be a bus from Ardrossan fer-
ry terminal to collect peo-
ple at 12.00pm, going to the 
Crematorium and returning 
to Ardrossan ferry terminal at 
5.30pm.

Winners of the outing to Kilmacolm Golf Club are pre-
sented with their prizes by Shiskine club captain Gordon 
Wilson. 

All of the Shiskine golfers who took part in the Pink Day in aid of breast cancer research.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday September 13, 
Summer  Stableford and 
Captain’s Prize, CSS 64. 
1 Iain Murchie 42pts, 2 
Graeme Andrew 38pts, 
BIH over, 3 Neil Young 
38pts. Scratch, Iain Mur-
chie 36pts. Captain’s Prize, 
congratulations to the win-
ner, Iain Murchie 42pts. 

Summer Stableford over-
all winner, congratulations 
to Paul Jameson 35+37=72, 
best four scores over-all 
runner up, Ian Bremner 
36+36=72.

Friday September 21, 
Seniors’ Open, Stableford, 
CSS 60, par 61. 1 Derek 
Harrison 38pts, 2 Colin 
Richardson 34pts. Scratch, 
Graeme Andrew 20pts. No 
twos.

Saturday September 22, 
Ken Western Texas Scram-
ble. Winners, Alistair 
Crawford, Val Crawford, 
Iain Murchie and Scott 
Campbell 53.5; runners up, 
David Deas, Mary Deas, 
William Black and Lynn 
Black (54.8).

Sunday September 
23, Medal Shield Final, 
CSS 65, par 64. 1 Bil-
ly O’Connor 95-24=71, 2 
Derek Harrison 97-22=75. 
Scratch, Billy O’Connor. 
No twos. Medal Shield 
over-all winner, congrat-
ulations to Derek Har-
rison 75+75=150, run-
ner-up John O’Sullivan 
72+79=151.

Fixtures: Sunday Septem-
ber 30, Medal, 9.30am and 
12.30pm. Thursday Octo-
ber 4, Front Nine Medal. 
Make up own games, see 
starter for times. Sunday 
October 7, Glenburn Cup.

June Richardson, Alice Anderson and Marlene Waudby, 
winners of the Pink Day held at Shiskine. 

Ladies’ Section: Wednes-
day September 12, Fleet 1, 
CSS 63, par 65, 11 played. 
1 Kate McAdam 82-17=65, 
2 Alison Heron 88-23=65, 
3 June Richardson 91-
26=65. Scratch, Kate 82.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday September 23, Sta-
bleford Sweep. For Sep-
tember weekend the weath-
er was uncharacteristically 
fi ne and six golfers took 
advantage to play in a 
non-counting Stableford 
from the yellow tees. Great 
fun but it has to be said that 
the perfect conditions were 
not matched by the scoring 
with the best return being 
a fairly modest 34 points 
from Ronnie Mann. 1 Ron-
nie Mann 12, 34pts; 2 Da-
vid Brookens 12, 33; 3 Stan 
Rainey 11, 32.

Fixtures: Sunday Septem-
ber 30, Winter Cup round 
one. One draw at 10am, 
winter rules will apply.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday September 20, 
Pink Day, 24 ladies played. 
1 Alice Anderson, Marlene 
Waudby and June Richard-
son with 77pts, 2 Sheila 
Gray, Yvonne Brothers and 
Isobel McDonald 76pts. To-

tal amount raised for breast 
cancer was £399. Many 
thanks to all who played, 
contributed raffl es and do-
nated, James’ Chocolate 
Shop, Shiskine Tea Room 
and the Greenkeepers.

Sunday September 23, 
club outing to Kilmacolm 
Golf Club, 20 played. Win-
ners with 75pts, Gator, 
Sheila Gray, Buf Ker and 
Andrew Malcolm, 2 DK 
Henderson, Alice Ander-
son, Douglas MacDonald 
and David Maguire 74pts.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday September 18, 
SGLU Medal. 1 John Pen-
nicott 72, 2 Reuben Betley 
82, 3 Phil Betley 84.

Fixtures: Tuesday  Octo-
ber 2, Winter Cup start, tee 
off at noon. Saturday Octo-
ber 6, Lochranza Hotel Cup 
start, tee off at noon. Please 
take notice that winter 
times are now being played 
and will tee off from noon 
until the end of March

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday September 22, 
Corrie Open. 1 E McKin-
non 56-0=56 and scratch, 
2 K Thorburn 76-18=58, 
3 C McNeil 82-20=62. A 
fabulous score from Euan 
to lift the Corrie Open tro-
phy. Many thanks to all that 
took part and also grate-
ful thanks for the generous 
prizes donated by the spon-
sors.

Fixtures: Saturday Sep-
tember 29, Captain’s Prize, 
ballot at 1.30pm for a shot-
gun start.

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday September 23, 
Winter Cup, Stableford, 
14 played, CSS 36. Gor-
don Hendry 5, 37pts, ACB, 
Alistair Hume 12, 37pts; 
Bill Donaldson 16, 36 pts.

Fixtures: Saturday Sep-
tember 29, Belhaven Mixed 
Texas Scramble, tee times 
still available, call 302349. 
Sunday September 30, 
Winter Cup, 8.30am and 
noon.
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Team Auchrannie gets set for Great Scottish Run
A team from Auchrannie 
resort will be taking part 
in the 2018 Great Scottish 
Run which is being staged 
around the streets of Glas-
gow this Sunday.

The 40-strong members 
are made up of Auchrannie 
employees as well as family 
and friends who are all out 
to raise funds for Auchran-
nie’s 2018/19 charity of 
choice, Marie Curie.

Over the course of Sunday 
morning Team Auchrannie 
will join thousands of oth-
er participants making their 

way through Glasgow city 
centre competing in either 
the 10k or half marathon.

Speaking ahead of the 
event, Linda Johnston, 
managing director, paid 
tribute to everyone in the 
team who had committed 
their time over the last few 
months to training for the 
event as well as fundrais-
ing, adding: ‘Not only are 
we raising money for an 
amazing cause, but have 
been encouraging the team 
to get fi tter by being part 
of Team Auchrannie. It has 

been really encouraging to 
see so many of the team 
volunteer their time for 
our chosen charity.’

The Glasgow half mar-
athon starts in George 
Square and takes run-
ners past a selection of 
Glasgow’s fi nest venues 
and buildings. As well as 
crossing over the River 
Clyde, runners will take a 
trip through Pollok Park 
and Bellahouston Park, 
before heading back for 
the grandstand fi nish on 
Glasgow Green.

Members of Team Auchrannie in their specially-designed Marie Curie running tops, who 
have been in training for the Great Scottish Run.

Junior triathletes keep 
on tri-ing for success
Hard work and persis-
tence has paid off for Ar-
ran’s junior triathletes who 
have ensured that the Ar-
ran Junior Triathlon Club 
is recognised on a national 
level with several podium 
places achieved during the 
last few months at national 
competitions.

On Saturday September 8, 
at the Balfron Aquathlon, 
Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith fi n-
ished in third place, only 
beaten by two Scottish IRC 
Junior Squad members. In 
the West Lothian Triath-
lon, Rhea Webster fi nished 
in fourth place and Julie 
Hamill secured third place 
in the Tristars 3 race.

At the Prestwick Aquath-
lon which took place on 
Saturday September 15,  

Arran Junior Triathlon members at the recent Prestwick Aquathlon.

Julie Hamill attained third place in the 
Tristars 3 race at the Balfron Aquathlon 
and fourth place at Galashiels Autumn 
Junior Triathlon. 

18 Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club members participat-
ed across four age groups. 
Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith fi n-
ished in third place in the 
Tristars 2 race, Connah 
Wright placed second in the 
Tristars 3 race and James 
McCarthy was fi rst in the 
Tristars 3 race.

In the Galashiels Autumn 
Junior Triathlon, Rhea 
Webster fi nished in third 
place in Tristars 1 and Jul-
ie Hamill fi nished in fourth 
place in Tristars 3.

With the club now host-
ing six sessions a week 
and  guidance provided by 
professional lead coach 
Blair Cartmell – who has 
coached athletes at the 
highest level – the club is 
experiencing an upsurge in 

energy and enthusiasm and 
benefi ting from the great 
deal of knowledge being 
afforded to the club.

A spokesperson from 
AJTC said: ‘ We are always 
looking for new members 
and welcome any young 
person from age seven up-
wards into the club. All 
sessions are provided free 
of charge, a founding prin-
ciple of our club given the 
commitment which we rec-
ognise on behalf of our par-
ents and young people who 
have to travel off the island 
to compete in events.

‘We believe we have one 
of the most friendly and in-
viting teams in Scotland 
and we regularly receive 
comments from other clubs 
and event organisers about 

how well our young people 
support one another.

‘There is no pressure on 
any child or parent to at-
tend every session the club 
offers, we very much wel-
come new members on a 
‘come and tri’ basis to al-
low new members to fi nd 
their feet and have fun. As 
the children get older and 
may wish to compete, then 
consistency is the key and 
we have the structure to 
support any young person 
who wishes to compete at 
local and national events.

‘We are very grateful to 
all our local businesses, 
our supporters and parent 
helpers, committee mem-
bers and volunteer coaches 
and we actively seek new 
coaches and helpers to sup-

port our growing numbers.  
The club is committed to 
providing every coach the 
opportunity to gain the ap-
propriate triathlon coach-
ing awards, so there is no 
experience necessary at the 
beginning.  We are huge-

ly grateful to the Auchran-
nie Hotel which supports 
us with pool time and has 
helped our club grow and 
perform to such a high lev-
el in a very short space of 
time. We could not have 
done it without its support.’

Rhea Webster shows what makes her a top contender on 
her bicycle. 

Rhea Webster � nished in fourth place at 
the Balfron Aquathlon and third at the 
Galashiels Autumn Junior Triathlon. 
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Arran Ladies 5
Troon Ladies 1

Arran Ladies start the 
season on the right foot

Defender Ellie Wood works with keeper Ali ‘Ninja’ McKie to keep the ball out of Arran’s D. 

Lorraine ‘Hurricane’ Hewie prepares to take a penalty corner with the Troon Ladies 
looking on.

Arran Ladies started their 
hockey season off on a high 
note with a victory against 
Troon Ladies at Marr Col-
lege grounds where they 
played their fi rst away 
game last Saturday.

Having had the summer 
off, and returning to week-
ly training at the beginning 
of August, the team were 
looking forward to their 
fi rst game of the new hock-
ey season.

The players did fi nd the 
fi rst half quite tiring as they 
tried hard to settle into the 
fl ow of the game and to 
control the ball which was 
bouncing at a fast pace on 
what looked like a new 
pitch.  Although Arran did 
have most of the posses-
sion, Troon were able to 
score in the fi rst half from 
one such bouncing ball 
and Arran were very disap-
pointed to have their equal-
ising goal disallowed due 
to a technicality.  This fol-
lowed a time stoppage 
when one of the Troon 
players had her thigh in the 
path of a rocket shot from 
Helen Thomson and had to 
hobble off the pitch looking 
for the ice packs. Unfortu-
nately for the Troon player 
Helen is well known for her 
power shots from the right 
wing into the D for the for-
wards to go for goal.

Hazel Malakoty was voted dame of the game for her versatility on the pitch. 

The ladies came back 
from a quick half time pep 
talk from new team captain 
Lorraine ‘Hurricane’ Hew-
ie, and within the fi rst min-
ute Anne Watts, at centre 
forward, drove the ball to-
wards the shooting D and 
passed to Lorraine who 
shot it past the goalkeep-
er’s right hand side to make 
it one each. Troon tried to 
come back with a strong 
press into the Arran D and 
did manage to shoot the 
ball past the goal-keeper 
but defender Ellie Woods 
was covering the goal line 
and was able to skilfully 
control the ball out past the 
attacking players and clear 
it back up the fi eld, thwart-
ing their attempt.

The team from Troon 
were young and very quick, 
with bursts of speed which 
kept the mid-fi elders, Susie 
Murchie, Hazel Malako-
ty, Hannah McCartney and 
Mia Walker very busy clos-
ing them down by blocking 
their sprinting drives up-
fi eld with strong stick work 
and accurate passing be-
tween each other. 

New team player Cerys 
Herapath, who joined the 
Arran Ladies in the summer 
from her former Coventry 
Hockey Club, had her fi rst 
taste of West District hock-
ey and gave a great show 
of her skills both in mid-
fi eld and as a forward on 
the right wing, when Helen 

was on a break.  Cerys also 
helped create Arran’s sec-
ond goal when she passed 
the ball to Hazel just in-
side the half way line. She 
fed it up to Anne, who then 
fi red it to Lorraine who had 
moved onto left post and 
shot it into the net. Excel-
lent examples of practised 
passing from them all.

The second goal was 
quickly followed by the 
third when Arran were giv-
en a short corner and Anne 
Watts fi red it at the goal 
where the keeper was una-
ble to block it with her pads 
as it also ricocheted off a 

defender trying to charge 
it down.

With the Troon girls nev-
er giving up, vice captain 
Elyse Aitkin, Faith McK-
elvie, Ellie Woods and 
Pauline Reid – who was 
not umpiring and was de-
lighted to be playing on 
fi eld – maintained a strong 
defensive line, repelling 
the swift attacking for-
wards.  Ali ‘Ninja’ McKie 
also cleared some impres-
sively accurate shots on 
goal whenever Troon were 
able to run into the D.

Arran’s superb fourth 
goal came from a 

well-practised short cor-
ner, as Lorraine sent the 
ball to Susie Murchie who 
promptly passed it back to 
her, and Lorraine fi red it 
past the keeper and into the 
goal.

It was a well-rehearsed 
and near-perfect manoeu-
vre that gave Hurricane 
Hewie her fi rst hat trick of 
the season. The fi nal goal 
came off the stick of centre 
mid Hazel Malakoty, who 
was also voted dame of the 
game by the Troon team for 
her skills and ability cover-
ing all areas of the pitch.

A spokesperson from the 

Arran Ladies said: ‘Special 
thanks goes to Emma Reid 
from the Western Wildcats 
Hockey Club for umpiring 
the match. Especially from 
club umpire Pauline Reid, 
who could then play and 
it afforded Arran an addi-
tional player on the day.’

The Arran Ladies are 
playing at home on the 
Ormidale Astroturf pitch 
on Sunday September 
30 against MC Clydes-
dale Western 6s, with an 
11.30am push back time.

All supporters are warm-
ly welcomed and appreci-
ated.
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Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 
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Islanders suffer narrow 
loss away to Irvine Vics

Irvine Victoria 2
Isle of Arran 1

Ayrshire Sunday League

Determined to improve on a 
result from late last month, 
Arran travelled to play their 
fi rst Ayrshire Sunday Ama-
teur Football Association 
Division 1 match at Irvine 
Sports Club against Irvine 
Vics but came away disap-
pointed after a narrow de-
feat.

Arran were without striker 
Toby Wingham and Chris 
‘Babbies’ MacNeil but still 
fi elded a strong team with 
the welcome return of play-
maker Johnny Sloss to the 

An Arran attempt at goal is de� ected over the bar by an Irvine Vic player. Photos: Marc Head

William Sillars makes the most of a free kick to 
score for the Arran side. 

bench after a long lay-off.
Pre-match talk of a good 

start did not materialise as 
Arran failed to deal with a 
corner and the rebound fell 
to a Vics player, who man-
aged to fi nished off. De-
spite the poor start, Arran 
looked the stronger side 
and started to dictate play.

Unfortunately the refer-
ee’s offside calls started to 
frustrate many of the men 
in red and black and this af-
fected play.

Their persistence did pay 
off though as just before 
half time winger Cailin Ap-
plegate won a free kick af-
ter another mazy run which 

William Sillars managed 
to put over the keeper and 
into the net from a wide po-
sition.

A good Arran crowd had 
turned out to spectate and 
they witnessed Arran start 
the second half as the better 
team. There were several 
opportunities with Archie 
McNicol, Ryan Armstrong 
and Frazer Gilbert and 
man-of-the-match John 
Drummond, whose attempt 
clipped the bar. At the oth-
er end of the fi eld Stephen 
Judge had a great save to 
keep the scores level.

But it was another corner 
which undid the efforts of 

the Arran boys – although 
this time it was more of a 
spectacular fi nish than poor 
defending. The score re-
mained at 2-1 with neither 
side able to progress fur-
ther or equalise.

Arran’s next game will 
be against Irvine Celtic at 
Greenwood Academy, Ir-
vine CSC with a 2pm kick 
off. Seats are available on 
the team bus priced at £10 
return, leaving Ardros-
san ferry terminal at noon 
and returning for 6pm fer-
ry. Bookings can be made 
via the Facebook page 
or by phoning Alan on 
07732112337.
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