
No. 2042 Arran’s Weekly Newspaper                                SATURDAY 23 SEPTEMBER, 2017 www.arranbanner.co.uk        Price 70p

Play parks are saved by 
communities’ campaign

The community at the 
south end of Arran have 
won their fi ght to keep the 
swings at Corriecravie.

There had been fears that 
the small play park could 
be sacrifi ced to allow the 
swings at Corrie habour to 
stay open. However, that 
sparked an angry reaction 
in Corriecravie and North 
Ayrshire Council this 
week confi rmed the swings 
would stay.

It has also emerged that 
only two out of the original 
seven play parks, which 
were earmarked for closure 
on the island, will go, after 
community groups rallied 
to save fi ve of them. Cor-
riecravie was not part of 
the original closure plan.

It is the second time in 
months community groups 
have stepped in to save vi-
tal facilities following the 
recent island-wide public 
toilets debacle.

The play park issue fi rst 
reared its head back in June 
when the council revealed it 
was planning to close seven 
play parks in a bid to save 
money spent on weekly in-
spections. Now, however, all 
but two have been saved.

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesman said: ‘We 
can confi rm that there is in-
terest in a community asset 
transfer for three parks in 
Lamlash plus Cordon vil-
lage and Corrie harbour.

‘It was originally planned 
to close the play park at 
Whitefarland. However, 
the Pirnmill Village Asso-
ciation, which covers the 

Whitefarland, Thurder-
guy and Pirnmill play are-
as, requested Thunderguy 
close instead of Whitefar-
land. We are happy to ac-
cept the recommendation 
from the local community 
association.

‘That means two parks 
will close – at Thunderguy 
and Machrie – and it is our 
intention to replace the sin-
gle swing at Thunderguy 
with a picnic area.

‘Following extensive 
consultation with the local 
elected members and com-
munity council, it is pro-
posed to close the Corrie 
harbour play park although 
there is interest in a com-
munity asset transfer for 
this facility. We can con-
fi rm that the swing set at 
Corriecravie will remain 
open.’

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Residents celebrate as swings at 
Corriecravie are also reprieved

These seven smiling faces from Whiting Bay are among the 30 children who have 
started their schooling across Arran’s seven primaries this year. Full details and 
pictures of this year’s intake are on pages four and � ve.

Starting school days with a smile

We Have Numerous Properties 

Nearing Completion In Key 

Locations / Land Also Available 

For Bespoke Development
John thomson construction ltd, lamlash, isle of arran

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk // tel : 01770600242 // FAX : 01770600714

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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Archaeologists, rangers 
and volunteers have been 
hard at work creating pre-
historic timber structures 
which will be the centre-
piece of this weekend’s 
Burning the Circle prehis-
toric fi re festival.

The free event, which 
takes place in the National 
Trust for Scotland’s Brod-
ick Castle grounds – high 
in the hilltops overlook-
ing Brodick Bay – is guar-
anteed to be spectacular 
and dramatic, according to 
organisers.

The Burning the Circle 
event is a combination of 
experimental archaeology 
and live performance with 
dynamic sound and light 

and guest performers. Nat-
urally, the Burning the Cir-
cle festival will feature a 
huge fi re which archaeol-
ogist Dr Gavin Macgregor 
of the York Archaeolog-
ical Trust described as ‘a 
special moment for people 
which will transport them 
back in time to 5,000 years 
ago’.

Dr Macgregor added: 
‘The structures which we 
have created are based 
upon those found at 
Machrie Moor, which is a 
site just as important and 
compelling as those found 
throughout the United 
Kingdom and deserving of 
further investigation. 

‘The hard work under-
taken by the National Trust 
rangers and volunteers 

Burning the Circle sure 
to be a fiery spectacle

over the past week will en-
sure an enjoyable, edu-
cational and memorable 
event for all visitors.’

Another archaeologist on 
the team creating the pre-
historic replica, Dr Ken-
neth Brophy from the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, said: 
‘One of the best ways to 
understand what it was like 
to live in prehistory is to get 
out there and do pre historic 
stuff. Our third Burning 
the Circle festival in Ar-
ran will be our biggest yet, 
and we hope those who get 
involved will learn more 
about Neolithic and Bronze 
Age life, but also witness a 
memorable and spectacular 
fi re festival.’

Usually the Burning 
the Circle fi re festival is 

shrouded in secrecy until 
the actual day. How ever, 
the Banner can reveal that 
two of the many events 
planned for the festival 
will include a visually ap-
pealing display of a Bronze 
Age sword casting and pot-
tery fi ring, and a deliber-
ately dramatic and memo-
rable build up to the huge 
fi re being lit.

The performance aspect 
of the proceedings will al-
low for the stories of pre-
historic lives, rituals and 
funerary ceremonies to be 
told. As darkness falls, a 
shaman fi gure will take 
control of the proceed-
ings and a big fi re will be 
lit. As well as being enter-
taining and even powerful, 

the building and burning 
will also serve another role 
– experimental archaeolo-
gy – to try to help explain 
some of the evidence for 
fi res and burning of wood-
en buildings, monuments 
and pyres that are com-
monly found in the archae-
ological record.

The Burning the Circle 
festival will take place to-
night (Saturday) and any-
one interested in attending 
this free fi ery spectacular is 
urged to meet at the Brod-
ick Castle Rangers Centre 
at 7.15pm for a short pres-
entation or at the signpost-
ed timber circle at 7.45pm. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
bring suitable shoes/boots 
and a fl ashlight.

Clockwise from above:  NTS Thistle camp volunteers and 
NTS rangers, along with archaeologists, have been hard at 
work creating a prehistoric timber structure in the Brodick 
hills. 01_B38burn03; Archaeologist and artist David Aitcheson 
works on a miniature replica of the Machrie Moor timber 
circle as part of a small demonstration of experimental art. 
01_B38burn01; Dr Kenneth Brophy joins NTS volunteers to dig 
post holes for the timber structure. 01_B38burn02
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Youth fundraiser at Strabane

Torchlight challenge shines bright 

Arran Youth Foundations’ 
annual fundraiser at Stra-
bane House will be held 
on Saturday September 
30, with Lady Jean kindly 
opening her beautiful gar-
dens once again to raise 
funds for the group.

With the gardens open 
from 11am to 4pm, visi-
tors will have the chance to 
enjoy home baking, teas, 
coffees, a grand raffl e and 
an afternoon performance 
from Arran Pipe Band.

Donations can be made 
upon entry and the charity 
is hopeful of another suc-
cessful event to raise funds 

for the work it does with 
the island’s young people.

Graeme Johnston, AYF’s 
youth work project man-
ager, said: ‘As the charity 
grows, we are doing more 
and more positive work 
with Arran’s youngsters. 
As well as giving them op-
portunities to learn cook-
ing and guitar with relevant 
qualifi cations, we pro-
vide mental health activi-
ties like art psychotherapy, 
a lunchtime drop-in where 
they can chill out with their 
friends and trips to the 
mainland for things like 
Alton Towers, paintball 

and loads more. Our Fri-
day nights attract upwards 
of 40 children a week. We 
also run a LGBT+ club and 
a youth forum where they 
can have a say on issues af-
fecting them. It is increas-
ingly the case that AYF 
is the fi rst port of call for 
many young people who 
are struggling with prob-
lems.

‘We would appreciate 
a good turnout next Sat-
urday. We are grateful to 
Lady Jean, as the mon-
ey raised at open days at 
Strabane always helps the 
group.’

Fifty walkers braved the 
cold to climb the 2,866ft 
of Arran’s highest moun-
tain as part of the Goatfell 
Torchlight Challenge or-
ganised by the Arran Rang-
er Service.

The charity event last Sat-
urday was to raise money 
for Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team and for the repair of 
the Goatfell path.

Setting off as dusk fell, the 
aim was to reach the sum-
mit by 9pm to light torches 
and a beacon. The time was 
synchronised with a similar 
event on Ben Lomond.

Early rain cleared and 
the walkers experienced a 
magnifi cent evening with 
a deep red sunset over 
Kintyre and Jura. The last 
group arrived at 8.55pm, 
just in time to light the bea-
con.

Reports of seeing the 
lights on Goatfell came 
from far and wide, includ-
ing from Ben Lomond, a 

Rain cleared as walkers made their way to the summit.

Participants gather at the summit of Goatfell.

Torches were visible from more than 55 miles away.

distance of 55 miles as the 
crow fl ies. Torches on, the 
participants snaked back 
down Goatfell as they re-
turned from the mountain. 

Organisers described 
the challenge as ‘a great 
evening’ with the walkers 

accompanied by members 
the Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team and their magnifi cent 
pipers Ali Hume and Andy 
Walker, who piped a few 
tunes including Auld Lang 
Syne, despite the wind chill 
on the summit.

Sponsorship money is 
still coming in, but £2,778 
has been raised so far. 

This will all go towards 
path repairs on Goatfell and 
to Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team.

Kate Sampson
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Primary one pupils are settling in well
Now that the next generation 
of school pupils embarking 
on their fi rst year of primary 
school have had time to settle 
into their new environments, 
the Banner has made its cus-
tomary visit to see how they 
are adapting to their new rou-
tines.

Across the island’s seven 
primary schools a total of 30 
P1 pupils started their school 
careers, the average in recent 
years, but less than last year’s 

bumper intake of 44 pupils, 
which included triplets and 
17 pupils at Brodick Primary 
School alone.

Enthusiastic
This year the largest intake 

was at Lamlash where 12 ea-
ger and enthusiastic pupils 
joined friends, family and 
neighbours at the campus 
which is adjoined to the high 
school.

The next largest intake 
was at Whiting Bay Prima-

P1s Henry Weir and Beth Fearon were enjoying being class 
mates at Pirnmill Primary. 01_B38P107

Enjoying their lessons at Brodick Primary are Darci Bunyan, Keryn Beedie, Mavis Helliwell and Blair Adams along with Mrs 
Claire Scott. Not pictured, Riley MacNeil. 01_B38P101

Lachlan McKinnon joined Mrs Lindsay Hughes at Corrie 
Primary School. 01_B38P102

Harris Sturgeon and Lexi Robinson said that they enjoyed 
being in class with Mrs Karen Barbour at Kilmory Primary. 
01_B38P105

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.cruizebarbrasserie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

exciting
new menu

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am, 
lunch from 12pm - 4.30pm and

dinner from 5pm.

Serving a wide selection of hot and cold drinks 
as well as tasty snacks throughout the day for.

There is even a small soft play area for the 
little ones to burn off some energy!

open daily from 7am

enjoy our
newly

refurbished
restaurant
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Primary one pupils are settling in well
ry where seven lively chil-
dren happily interrupted their 
physical education class to 
pose for a photograph.

Kilmory Primary had two 
new faces joining the kind-
ly Mrs Karen Barbour, as did 
Pirnmill Primary which also 
had two last year.

Talkative
At Shiskine Primary, a smil-

ing and talkative Elsa Grass-
ie was the only new start, as 
was Lachlan McKinnon who 

was the only P1 joining Cor-
rie Primary. Overall, teach-
ers were happy that the num-
bers for this year’s intake was 
holding consistently and that 
pupils were settling in to their 
new environments fairly well, 
and that owing to the smaller 
class sizes as compared to the 
mainland, the children will re-
ceive plenty of individual at-
tention and be well support-
ed as they progressed through 
their schooling careers.

The largest intake saw 12 pupils joining Mrs Alison Henderson at Lamlash Primary. 01_B38P103

Elsa Grassie was delighted to join Mrs Fiona Black and Miss 
Carol Shaw at Shiskine Primary. 01_B38P106

Send 
your photos 
and stories 
to editor@
arran
banner
.co.uk
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

MG car rally to be a regular
visitor to Brodick

Can you help in finding Drogo?
Visitors, residents and 
walkers on Arran are be-
ing urged to keep a lookout 
for a missing dog in Brod-
ick after he bolted into the 
woods last week.

Drogo, who is an 
11-month-old rescue dog 
from Bosnia, had only 
been with his new own-
er Emma Campbell for a 
month when he, during a 
familiarisation walk, dis-
appeared behind the Gle-
nartney Hotel in Brodick.

Despite an exhaustive 
search of the surrounding 
area Drogo could not be 
located and any attempts 
to lure him back with food 
have been unsuccessful. 
Owner Emma has also re-

Drogo is an 11-month-old rescue dog from Bosnia who 
has been missing in the Brodick hills for over a week.  

turned to the area where 
he was last seen to see if 
he had returned but, being 
incredibly skittish, he has 

avoided and evaded every-
one so far.

In an effort to collate the 
various sightings, of which 
there have been at least 10 
in the past week, a Face-
book page has been creat-
ed called Finding Drogo, 
which was approved by 
Emma’s children, who are 
Finding Nemo fans.

Since Drogo went miss-

ing, Emma has been sup-
ported by organisations 
such as Lost N Hounds and 
Lost Pets in Glasgow who 
are arranging a large dog 
trap to hopefully capture 
Drogo humanely and with-
out undue stress.

Emma said: ‘I am so con-
cerned about Drogo out 
there on his own. While 
ordinary life carries on 
with children, work and 
everything else, we have 
spent hours searching for 
him.

‘Thank you to everyone 
who has reported seeing 
him so far and to every-
one who has either helped 
spread the word or who has 
helped look for him. Peo-
ple have been amazing.’

Anyone who encoun-
ters Drogo is asked to not 
approach him, for fear of 
driving him further away, 
but to let Emma know by 
calling 01770 600008 or 
07981 025352.

The Arran Heritage Museum 
hosted a car display last Satur-
day at the start of a three-day 
tour of Arran by the members 
of the MG Car Club Caledoni-
an Centre in what is set to be-
come an annual event.

The club draws its mem-
bers from all over Scotland, 
and many from England, and 
every year mounts more than 
20 events, as well as joining 
in other classic car shows both 

in Britain and abroad. Such 
has been the popularity of this 
event that it was fully booked 
more than a year ago.

A total of 23 models from 
this distinctive marque, from 
the 1930s to the relatively re-
cent, were on display in all 
their splendour and, following 
a performance by the Arran 
Pipe Band, a museum-donated 
trophy for the best turned out 
car was presented, follow-

The museum lawn is packed with MGs as the Arran Pipe Band 
entertains the visitors. 01_B38cars02

MacMillan 
Coffee Morning

Whiting Bay Village Hall
Saturday 30th September. 10.30-12.30ALEX BAIRD

DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors 
Patio/French Doors, Composite Doors 

(with anti-snap barrel,police approved)
Vertical Sliders, UPVC Cladding and Soffi ts, 

No freebies just down to earth prices
01290 420587 or 07775 594115

www.alexbairddoubleglazing.co.uk
SAVE MONEY BY FITTING 

ENERGY RATED WINDOWS
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MG car rally to be a regular
visitor to Brodick

ing a public vote, to George 
Rome from Kilmaurs for his 
1960 MGA ‘De Luxe’, which 
would have cost just £844.10s 
when it fi rst came out in 1955.

Organiser Barclay Hender-
son said: ‘We consider our-
selves to be a very friendly 
club with members young and 
not so young. Our members’ 
cars range from MGs from 
the 1930s to relatively recent 
MGs. Just as long as they are 
MG enthusiasts and, in fact, 
the logo of the MG Car Club 
is “the marque of friendship”.

‘This is the fi rst time that 
the MG Caledonian Club 
has organised a three-day 
tour of Arran although many 
of our members have taken 
part in events in previous 
years and enjoyed the excel-

lent welcome and hospitali-
ty of the Arran Heritage Mu-
seum as well as everybody 
in Arran. We expect that this 
will certainly not be the last 
event. Such is the populari-
ty of this year’s event, it was 
fully booked over a year ago 
and we have a waiting list. So 
we will almost certainly be 
back next year.’

The Caledonian Centre of 
the MG Car Club was formed 
in 1992 by a group of car club 
members who wished to in-
troduce more social events 
and activities to the MG cal-
endar in Scotland.

Barclay Henderson of the 
Caledonian Centre presents 
the trophy to George Rome 

of Kilmaurs for his 1960 
MGA ‘De Luxe’.
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Editorial

Thought for the week

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

‘Whoever sows sparing-
ly will also reap spar-
ingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap 
generously. God loves a 
cheerful giver.’  (2 Cor-
inthians 9:6-7)

Superb concert
Sir,
How very fortunate we 
were to have such a superb 
concert from the Oban Fid-
dlers who gathered ‘frae a’ 
the airts’ of Argyll on Sep-
tember 1.

The variety of tunes from 
Neil Gow, Scott Skin-
ner, Ron Gonella, Mu-
riel Johnston and later 
composer, meant a wide 
ranging choice of reel, jig 
and Strathspey.

Not only being great en-
tertainment, the evening 
brought £750 to the Arran 
Trust, and having come at 
their own expense, the par-
ticipants brought much joy 
to so many in the crowded 
hall with the extra bonus of 
guitarist and young players 
from Arran High School.

Disappointingly, the oth-
er guests at the Auchrannie 
Cruize Bar were deprived 
of even a half hour of im-
promptu concert by the 
management decree there 
would be ‘no live music’.

It seems an avoidable 
shame that so many other 
visitors to the island were 
unable to share the treat, 
when in Scotland, the home 
of great music. Is this also 
the reason the Auchrannie 
no longer caters for wed-
ding receptions? Rath-
er a short sighted decision 
when guests from all over 
the world would have the 
chance to see Arran de-
lights, scenery, music and 
food in Brodick itself rath-
er than travelling over the 
String Road to fi nd anoth-
er ballroom.

Yours,
Rachel Phillips
Sannox

Shocking 
discovery
Sir
I write to warn unsuspect-
ing walkers in Glen Cat-
acol. Our dog found to her 

detriment that there is an 
unmarked electric fence 
just after the kissing gate in 
the deer fence at the start of 
the walk in Glen Catacol.

She was walking along the 
edge of the path and I saw 
a metal line of fencing but 
did not worry as there was 
no sign to say it was electri-
fi ed, she yelped loudly and 
we realised that she had had 
a shock. She does not ap-
pear to be any worse for the 
experience but I am con-
cerned that should a small 
child or someone with a 
pacemaker fi tted touch the 
fence, the outcome could 
be more serious.

This fence should be fi t-
ted with a warning sign for 
everyone’s safety.

Yours,
Stuart Whiston
Machrie

SWI quiz
Sir,
May I through your col-
umns thank those who sold, 
bought and entered Corrie 
and Sannox SWI tree quiz 
which raised £71 for Insti-
tute funds. Of the six cor-
rect entries, the winner, 
drawn at our meeting was 
Bill Gemmill. A copy of the 
quiz with answers is now 
on the village notice board.

Yours,
Elma Stevenson
Corrie

Big enough 
Sir,
Following the Banner ar-
ticle on the fi sh farm ex-
pansion on September 9 it 
would seem to me that both 
the Scottish Salmon Com-
pany and SEPA are hav-
ing trouble defi ning when 
‘enough is enough’. But 
when they get it wrong it is 
our island and our islanders 
who will inherit a massive 
‘dead zone’ of fi sh waste on 
the seabed in the sensitive 
sheltered coastal waters of 
Lamlash Bay.

Of course the local em-
ployment is vital to our 
community and our locals 
are doing a good job con-
tributing to the nation’s 
food security. But this mul-
tinational company now 
intends to expand its pol-
lution to the maximum per-
mitted in any fi sh farm in 
Scotland.

Our island depends on 
tourism and how tourists 
perceive Arran as a place of 
natural beauty and wilder-
ness.  The industrialisation 
of Lamlash Bay with its as-
sociated permitted pollu-
tion will have far reaching 
consequences on this vital 
industry. It must be brought 
to the community’s atten-
tion that the size of the fi sh 
farm, as it is, is big enough.

There will be a consulta-
tion process happening in 
the next few weeks with 
public meetings. Please 
take part and try to save our 
island from a grave envi-
ronmental disaster.

One hundred and fi fty 
years ago John Stuart Mill 
said in St Andrews: ‘Bad 
men need nothing more to 
compass their ends, than 
good men should look on 
and do nothing.’

Substitute ‘men’ for peo-
ple and ‘bad men’ for mul-
tinational companies or 
civil servants meeting 
short-term ends and we 
have 2017.

I look forward to seeing 
you at the public meeting.

Yours,
Donald Mackelvie Mac-

neish
Lamlash

Dilution and 
dispersion
Sir,
My letter in the Banner last 
week has prompted a num-
ber of questions about oth-
er fi sh farms in the Clyde. 
What quantities of waste is 
discharged into the entire 
Clyde Estuary by salmon 

companies? Does any oth-
er company use simple di-
lution and dispersion rather 
than treatment to dispose of 
industrial wastes?

The Firth of Clyde ‘host-
ed’ 17 farms in 2016, the 
last reported number, with 
a total of 23,780 tonnes 
of maximum biomass li-
cenced.  Of these farms 15 
are owned and operated by 
The Scottish Salmon Com-
pany (SSC) in Loch Fyne, 
Loch Striven, Kyles of Bute 
and Lamlash Bay; two, in 
North and South Carra-
dale in Kilbrannan Sound, 
are owned and operated by 
Marine Harvest licensed 
for 2,500 tonnes each, so 
a total of 5,000 tonnes bi-
omass. So SSC has licenses 
for 18,780 tonnes of salmon 
biomass in the Clyde alone. 
For further information on 
other fi sh farms owned by 
SSC see www.aquaculture.
scotland.gov.uk.

Whilst individual farms 
vary in licenced biomass 
the total content from the 
present 17 farms of dis-
charges into the Firth of 
Clyde and its sea lochs for 
the years 2014, 2015, and 
2016 approximate to the 
following:

*38 tonnes of total copper 
from feed and nets.

*4 tonnes of zinc from 
feed.

*1,539 tonnes of nitrogen 
as ammonia and urea.

*212 tonnes of phospho-
rus as phosphate.

*4,939 tonnes of total or-
ganic carbon

It is surely time to look 
carefully at bioaccumula-
tion of wastes and effects of 
treatment chemicals used in 
aquaculture on the ecosys-
tem.

Now, there are also plans 
to discharge Isle of Arran 
distillery waste into Kil-
brannan Sound. Again the 
principle of using dilution 
and dispersion to dispose 
of industrial wastes was re-
jected a number of decades 

ago when it was realised 
that so-called assimilation 
by the natural environ-
ment in this way is invari-
ably accompanied by a det-
rimental cost paid by all of 
us in society through dam-
age to very ecosystems that 
we are ultimately depend-
ent upon.

The report submitted, in 
support of an application 
for the right to discharge, 
states that the chemical ox-
ygen demand (COD) or-
ganic content in the effl uent 
is to be around 1.9 tonnes/
day and this is equated in 
sewage COD content terms 
to a community population 
of 9,729 people, a not in-
signifi cant quantity, great-
er indeed than Arran’s pop-
ulation. The discharge pipe 
is to be located by the road-
side in one of the most 
beautiful stretches of the 
west coast of Arran north 
of Thunderguy and south of 
Catacol.

On land, almost all indus-
tries with waste to treat do 
so within their boundaries 
or pay water companies 
for treatment as a service.  
Farmers, particularly live-
stock farmers and, increas-
ingly, intensive units, also 
are having to contain and 
treat their wastes.

It is ironic that recently 
I read that Rough Guides 
announced Scotland is the 
most beautiful country in 
the world. Not so beneath 
the waves of the Clyde or 
sea lochs around the west 
of Scotland – or is beauty 
only in the eyes of the be-
holder?

Yours,
 Dr Sally Campbell
 Lamlash

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Never been busier
So its the September Week-
end and we have come to 
the end of another summer 
season.

When the MV Isle of Ar-
ran leaves on Monday we 
will be back to a single boat 
for the autumn and winter 
months and with the pros-
pect of a two ferry all year 
round service still some 
time away.

There is much to refl ect on 
from fi ve months ago when 
Easter heralded the start of 
the season. And what a sea-
son it has proved to be.

Arran has never been bus-
ier with both day trippers 
and longer holidaymakers 
packing out cafes, restau-
rants, guest houses and ho-
tels across the island bring-
ing a bid boost to individual 
and island coffers. Shops, 
too, largely report an in-
crease in sales.

Cheaper fares has seen vis-
itors coming on all modes 
on transport with big rise in 
bikes, cars and, in particular 
motorhomes, bringing their 
own diffi culties.

The season has sadly been 
dominated by just one issue 
– the public toilets, with the 
play parks coming a close 
second. Thankfully these 
issues have largely been re-
solved thanks to communi-
ty groups around the island 
who have stepped up to the 
plate.

Of course, increasingly, 
Arran is becoming a year- 
round destination but a 
pause for breath after this 
weekend will be welcome 
across the island.
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Hats off at Lamlash SWI
Lamlash SWI
The opening meeting of 
Lamlash SWI was Pret-
ty Glorious, that being 
the name of the business 
of their speaker Kathleen 
O’Higgins.

For 25 years, Kathleen 
working as an art teacher, 
but, feeling the need to be 
creative for herself again, 
and as part of her continued 
professional development 
she enrolled on an intro-
duction to millinery course. 
This proved to be the start 
of a whole new career as 
a bespoke milliner of fas-
cinators and the popular 
small hats Kathleen calls 
perches.

In a lively, and very en-
tertaining manner, she ex-
plained what had led to this 
new direction in her life 
and demonstrated the tools 
of her trade and the luxu-
rious materials she uses. 
Also on display to try were 

Call for bus users to give their views
Arran MSP Kenneth Gib-
son is encouraging island 
bus users to get involved in 
two new SNP government 
public consultations that 
will help shape the future 
of bus services and smart 
ticketing in Scotland.

Mr Gibson said: ‘Hun-
dreds of people use buses 
every day in Arran. Trans-
port Scotland’s two new 
consultations offer the pub-
lic and stakeholders an im-
portant opportunity to have 
their say on how best to 
improve our bus ser vices, 
not least with the second 
ferry service.

‘In order to develop an 
effective, joined-up, Scot-
land-wide smart ticket-
ing and payment service, 

it is important that as many 
transport operators, public 
bodies and users as possi-
ble are consulted and have 
an opportunity to air their 
views.’

To participate in the con-
sultation, please call Trans-
port Scotland on 0141 272 
7170 and they will send a 
consultation out in the post, 
or fi nd out more online. 
The consultation is open 
until December 5.

Local Bus Services in 
Scotland – Improving the 
Framework for Delivery’ 
can be found at: https://
consult.scotland.gov.uk/
transport-scotland/improv-
ing-bus-services

And ‘The Future of Smart 
Ticketing in Scotland’ can 
be accessed onlineby vis-
iting: https://consult.
sco t land .gov.uk/ t rans-
port-scotland/smart-ticket-
ing-in-scotland

Lamlash SWI members modelling hats are, left to right: Jean McInnes, Kirsty Forsyth, Kath Turner and Vivienne Haigh.

some beautiful and exqui-
sitely fi nished examples of 
her work. Some members 
had the fun of modelling 
them, but would agree they 
didn’t have the full wed-
ding outfi t, hair and make-
up to do them justice. Sor-
ry, ladies!

The talk fi nished with 
some good advice on 
choosing and wearing hats 
and, to quote Kathleen; ‘Be 
confi dent, be comfortable.’ 
The committee thank Kath-
leen for the work she put 
into preparing and deliver-
ing a great start to the new 
session.

A spokeswoman said: ‘As 
we look forward to an en-
joyable and busy year, can 
I remind people that our 
meetings are held on the 
fi rst Wednesday of each 
month in Lamlash fi re sta-
tion. Everyone is assured 
of a warm welcome and a 
tasty supper.

‘Look out for our post-
ers in Lamlash and neigh-
bouring villages or visit the 
Arran Federation Facebook 
page.’                 Janet Mair

Corrie and Sannox SWI
After the summer break 

Corrie and Sannox SWI 
had their fi rst meeting 
on Thursday September 
14 in Corrie hall. Mem-
bers enjoyed a catch up 
with everyone and the re-
view the programme for 
the coming year. The group 

will be welcoming a range 
of interesting speakers in-
cluding subjects such as a 
farming life, North Ameri-
can healing herbs and char-
ity work in Nepal. Mem-
bers then enjoyed a tea 
provided by the committee.

The next meeting is on 
the Thursday October 12 at 
2pm in Corrie hall, where 
the group will be making 
their own dream pillows.  
New members and visitors 
always welcome.

 Fiona Doubleday

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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NHS access support cards
NHS Ayrshire and Arran is intro-
ducing voluntary access support 
cards for patients who have addi-
tional support needs due to disa-
bility or long-term conditions.

While some disabilities may be 
visible, many are hidden but can 
still affect your ability to bene-

fi t from your appointment when 
attending hospitals or medical 
practices.

These may range from poor 
mobility or hearing issues to a 
mental health condition, learning 
disability or long-term condition.

Some examples of when you 

may need a card are: if you have a 
visual impairment but do not use 
a guide dog or cane, but have dif-
fi cultly seeing people and things 
that are not in close proximity; or 
if you have a hearing impairment 
and may struggle to hear your 
name being called out in a busy 

surgery. The wallet-sized, double-
sided access support cards can 
alert staff about any additional 
support you may need when at-
tending your appointment.

They are also designed so that 
anyone with visual impairments 
can fi nd it easily. A section at 

the back can also be used for an 
emergency contact if you wish to 
record this.

Anyone who thinks they would 
like an access support card should 
email Elaine Savory, equality 
and diversity advisor at elaine.
savory@aapct.scot.nhs.uk.

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

TIME TO TRANSFORM EYE HEALTH
� e Royal National Institute of Blind People 
(RNIB) and Specsavers are urging people to have 
regular eye tests to help maintain and protect 
their sight.

Research* commissioned by the charity and 
high street opticians has revealed that one in � ve 
people will live with sight loss in their lifetime, 
despite at least half of all cases being avoidable.  
With nearly six million people in the UK 
currently living with sight-threatening 
conditions, nearly every family in Britain is 
touched by sight problems in some way.

While sight is the nation’s most precious sense 
by far, with 78% of people polled saying it is the 
one they would least like to lose, a quarter of UK 
adults are still risking avoidable sight loss by not 
having had an eye test in the past 2 years.

Of those who had not been for an eye test during 
that time period, 33% did not think that there 
was anything wrong with their eyes, while 24% 
said that they just didn’t have the time. 

Specsavers believes that eye care should be 
accessible to everyone. Specsavers Healthcall 
o� ers a free NHS sight test at home and a 
comprehensive home eye care service to those 
who cannot visit a store unaccompanied. 

As with all Specsavers sta� , the home visiting 
teams are becoming Dementia Friends to help 
people with dementia recognise sight loss. � e 
research reveals that only one in three people 
who qualify for a home visit are aware of the 
service. It is vital that, in an ageing society, we 
meet the needs of these vulnerable people and 
increase awareness.

Specsavers’ clinical spokesperson Dr Nigel Best 
said: ‘Some people are waiting until they 
experience sight loss before booking an eye 
test, which means they are potentially prevent-
ing their optician from detecting signs of eye 
health problems or other medical issues at an 
early stage.  Early intervention is vital in the 
management and successful treatment of many 
conditions.’

RNIB acting CEO Sally Harvey added: ‘We 
would encourage anyone who has put o�  
going for an eye test to book one at the earliest 
opportunity.’

* YouGov Survey commissioned by Specsavers 
and RNIB 23rd June - 7th July 2017 of 6,430 UK 
adults aged 18+. 
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Aquatic dash makes a splash in 
Lamlash

Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

A total of 38 hardy swim-
mers, including 11 locals, 
braved the cold, grey and 
drizzly day to take part in 
the 16th Lamlash Splash 
last Saturday.

The sea conditions 
at the Holy Isle start 
were a bit lumpy but by 
no means rough, and 
once the swimmers had 
passed the halfway stage 
back to Lamlash Pier, the 
tide helped to take them 
in, resulting in some vast-
ly improved times. Also, 
with the local swimmers 
having trained in the sea 
all year round, they were 
stronger and faster.

Good-natured and 
friendly rivalry plays an 
important part among 
the swimmers with this 
year’s event being par-
ticularly closely fought 
between the � rst and 
second positions in both 
the male and female 
categories. 

Returning to Lamlash 
Pier in � rst place was Niall 
Paterson in 28 minutes 
dead, closely followed by 
the � rst local male, Rory 
Hunter, who was only 
10 seconds behind him. 
Alistair Rowlands came in 
third with a time of 31min 

Swimmers are transported to the start of the race on the Holy Isle ferry. 
01_B38splash03

22sec. In the female cate-
gory, Joanna Nicholson 
returned home � rst with 
a time of 39min 55sec 
and, once again, was 
closely followed by Fiona 
King � ve seconds later. 
Ina McMeekin was the 
third female to return 
with a time of 42min and 
35sec, while the � rst local 
female swimmer, Geor-
gina Maclean, � nished 
with a respectable time 
of 43min and 4sec.

Organiser Ann Hart, 
who swam in the event 
herself, said: ‘The safety 
of the swimmers is para-
mount so thanks must go 
to Angus Campbell, lead 
safety o�  cer for organis-
ing the volunteers from 
the RNLI, the Coastguard, 
the kayakers from Arran 
Kayak Club and the many 
volunteers in the safety 
boats and RIBs.  They are 
a huge support to the 
swimmers during the 
event.

‘Many thanks to all the 
volunteers who helped 
out on the shore register-
ing the swimmers, record-
ing results, assisting with 
catering and generally 
helping out. It meant that 
all the Arran swimmers 
could take part knowing 
everything was in capable 

hands on the shore. Also 
thanks to Andrew at Arran 
Active, the Holy Isle Ferry, 
Trish at Brodick Golf Club 
and Wooleys for their 
support.

‘Given the inclement 
weather, it was great to 
see so many spectators 
at the pier encouraging 
and supporting the 
swimmers as they came 
in. The event also raised 
more than £1,000 for 
the Junior Sailing Club, 
which is a fantastic result.’ 

After the event, the Ali 
Bodie Memorial Plate, 
which is awarded to 
the swimmer who has 
shown the most courage 
and determination to 
complete the swim, was 
awarded to Aileen Clarke 
by the Heather Queen, 
Alyssa McGarrie.

Journalist and broad-
caster Aileen, a regular 
visitor to Arran, has com-
pleted the mile in Loch 
Lomond on more than 
one occasion but found 

swimming in the sea a 
completely di� erent and 
more challenging experi-
ence, especially when the 
conditions were rough.  
However, she attended a 
few training sessions to 
boost her con� dence in 
sea swimming and was 
determined that she was 
going to overcome her 
fears and complete the 
swim. With the support of 
kayaker Martin Wood on 
the day, Aileen completed 
the swim in under an hour, 

making her a worthy win-
ner of the plate.

Many of the local swim-
mers taking part in the 
annual event are mem-
bers of the Arran Open 
Water Swimming Group 
who meet in Brodick and 
Lamlash throughout the 
year. New members are 
invited to join the group 
with times and places 
of sessions available on 
their Facebook page.
Picture special: pages 
12 and 13.

Mike Mellor provides the swimmers with a safety brie� ng prior to the 
swim. 01_B38splash01

Heather Queen Alyssa McGarrie joins the team of 11 Arran locals taking part in the swim.
 01_B38splash02.jpg
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ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

Alistair Rowlands 
emerges from the water 
in third position. 
01_B38splash07

Lamlash swimmers prove they are stronger and faster

A contingent of Arran locals wave to the crowd wishing 
them a good swim. 01_B38splash04

Marshals welcome the � rst and second swimmers back to 
Lamlash slipway. 01_B38splash05

First place swimmer Niall Paterson, on the right, 
joins runner-up and � rst local male Rory Hunter. 
01_B38splash06

Eric Milton emerges 
from the water after his 
swim. 01_B38splash09

Arran swimmer Glenn 
Sloss was content with 
his completion time. 
01_B38splash08

Marshals, supporters and swimmers stand at the 
ready to welcome the swimmers back. 01_B38splash21

Local swimmer Paul Hewie completes his swim. 
01_B38splash10

Arran athlete Mike 
Mellor looked 
remarkably fresh after 
his swim. 01_B38splash12

First local female 
swimmer Georgina 
Maclean � nishes the 
swim with a broad smile. 
01_B38splash13

Jo Totty reaches dry 
land after her swim. 
01_B38splash14

Local swimmer Ann Hart 
completes her swim.
01_B38splash15

Zabdi Keen emerges from 
the water after her swim. 
01_B38splash16

RNLI and support vessels shepherd the � nal two 
swimmers into the Lamlash slipway. 01_B38splash18

A line of supporters on the pier welcome the swimmers 
back. 01_B38splash20
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To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
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WIN 
 AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT BALLATHIE HOUSE HOTEL 

WITH A FOUR COURSE DINNER AND SCOTTISH BREAKFAST

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
On the banks of which river is Ballathie House Hotel situated?

Unwind in the ultimate country house hotel, 4 star 
luxury with an enviable, stunning location on the 
banks of the River Tay, a few miles from the city of 
Perth. After a day spent exploring the spectacular 
surroundings, return to Ballathie to relax before 

dinner in the 2AA rosette award-winning fine dining 
restaurant. Indulge in a seasonal harvest transformed 
into mouth watering dishes by Head Chef, Scott Scorer 
and his brigade, complemented by fine wines, a refined 
ambience and discreet, attentive service.

Prize subject to availability.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves 
the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will 
be shared with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT LINKS HOUSE WITH A BOTTLE OF 

CHAMPAGNE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What was Links House voted in 2017?

Links House at Royal Dornoch in the Scottish 
Highlands is a country house hotel and restaurant in 
the finest tradition, offering luxury accommodation 
combined with the charm, grace and elegance of the 
world’s finest luxury small hotels. Links House Hotel 
has been beautifully restored to reflect the drama of 

its setting, overlooking the first tee at Royal Dornoch 
Golf Club. With just 14 bedrooms, guests can luxuriate 
in Links House Hotel as if visiting their own country 
house. Voted Scotland’s Style Hotel of the Year in 
2017, Links House is an oasis of calm and perfect for a 
Highland break.

 Prize subject to availability.
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Lamlash swimmers prove they are stronger and faster

A contingent of Arran locals wave to the crowd wishing 
them a good swim. 01_B38splash04

Marshals welcome the � rst and second swimmers back to 
Lamlash slipway. 01_B38splash05

First woman back, Joanna Nicholson, is closely 
followed by Fiona King � ve seconds behind her. 
01_B38splash11

Second female to return, Fiona King, completed the 
swim in aid of the children’s charity Dream� ight. 
01_B38splash17

Heather Queen Alyssa McGarrie presents Aileen 
Clarke with the Ali Brodie Trophy. 01_B38splash19

A line of supporters on the pier welcome the swimmers 
back. 01_B38splash20
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle  Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm & Sun 12.30pm - 5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 23rd September 
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
RNLI shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 2pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game     Brodick Bowling Green, 2pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Growers drop in session Community Land, WBay, 10am - noon
Live music  The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Live music – Worse Than Mo The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 24th September
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
RNLI shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Live music – Celebration of young musicians on Arran The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm

Monday 25th September
Over-50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Summer bridge tournament (fi nal night)  Arran High School, 6.30pm - All welcome
Adult Tennis  Shiskine Golf and Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 6.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (slimming class) Shiskine Church Hall 5:15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (slimming class) Brodick Church kitchen, 6pm

Tuesday 26th September
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Brodick Castle garden walk Meet at Visitor Centre, 2pm
Flow yoga Corrie Hall, 6pm
Scottish country dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
 

Wednesday 27th September 
Rock and pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knittery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Family friendly pub quiz  The PHT, 8.30pm
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game                                                      WBay Bowling club, 6.30pm 
Chair yoga St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Parkinson’s support group Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Lamlash SWI Fire Station, 7.30pm
Zumba Gold Brodick Hall, 4pm-5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness) Brodick Hall, 5.50pm-6.50pm
The Big Green Arran Show Whiting Bay Hall, 10am-3pm

www.arranbrewery.com

Thursday 28th September
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30-8.00pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Chair yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am
Arran Soul Choir Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks (slimming class) Thursday - Brodick Church Kitchen 10:30 -12 noon
 

Friday 29th September
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                          Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Rosemary’s Macmillan coffee morning                                          Lamlash Church Hall 11am - 1pm
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Aromatics factory tours Home Farm, Brodick, 11am, 1pm & 3pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Smart recovery meeting Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
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Third outing for 
Thumble Tumble

The cover of the 
new book.

Ferry designer 
gives talk 
The Arran Civic Trust 
is to host a talk from 
the designer of the new 
CalMac ferry, which is 
destined for the Arran run, 
at its next meeting.
 The ship’s designer, 
James Anderson, director 
of vessels at CMAL, will 
describe and illustrate 
the process of designing 
and building the ferry 
to a strict brief. In his 
talk Mr Anderson will 
answer questions on the 
ship’s accommodation, 
speed, manoeuvrability 
and sea-going qualities, 
accompanied by 
photographs of the build 
progress to date.

The ship, named the MV 
Glen Sannox, which is still 
being built in Port Glas-
gow’s Ferguson yard, is 
due to enter service in 
2019. 

The talk, open to all, will 
take place in Brodick Hall 
on Monday September 25 
at 7pm. Everyone is wel-
come to attend.

Author of the Arran-based 
Thumble Tumble books will be 
visiting Arran next week to pro-
mote the release of her third 
book in the series, called Thum-
ble Tumble and the Eagalach 
Cup.

The visit will allow follow-
ers of the little witch, known 
as Thumble Tumble, to meet 
the author, Angela Proctor, and 
to enjoy a day of magical fun, 
which will include the oppor-
tunity to test their skills against 
the ‘mysterious bolt ball’.

The family-friendly event will 
take place at the Brodick Vil-
lage Hall on Saturday Septem-
ber 30, between 11am and 1pm.

First published in 2015, the 
fi rst instalment in the series be-
gan with Thumble Tumble and 
the Ollpheist, where young 
readers were introduced to the 

little witch who stumbles upon 
a mysterious secret. The popu-
larity of the fi rst book ensured 
that it was rapidly followed up 
with Thumble Tumble and the 
Cauldron of Undry.

The series involves an as-
sortment of exciting characters 
and adventures, which include 
night witches, sea dragons and 
fl ower nymphs and thistle pix-
ies, mostly all set on Arran.

The third instalment in the se-
ries involves Thumble Tumble 
stumbling upon Mogdred’s – 
an evil night witch – evil plan 
to attack the thistle pixies at the 
Eagalach Cup, resulting in an 
adventure of a lifetime where 
she eludes night-walking creep-
ers and loathsome tree trolls 
during an incredible journey of 
discovery.

Author Angela regularly visits 

Arran with her children, which 
is why the entire Thumble 
Thumble series fi rst started. 

Captivated from childhood by 
fairy stories and the world of 
the Brothers Grimm, her fertile 
imagination was held in check 
until she brought her young 
children to Arran where, one 
day, they asked her to tell them 
a story of witches and dragons, 
and the fl oodgates opened.

Thumble Tumble and the Ea-
galach Cup is released on 
Thursday September 28.

It is available for pre-order 
at www.thumbletumble.co.uk/
books along with previous 
books in the series.

“Burning the Circle” 
Fiery Spectacular

Saturday 23rd September, 
starts 7.15pm at the ranger centre

Join us for the experimental burning of a 
timber circle in the grounds of Brodick Castle 

as night falls! Experience a � ery spectacle framed by sound and lights.
Park at Brodick Castle car park and follow the signs to the ranger centre, 
where you will � nd out why we are “Burning the Circle”. Then make your 

way up into the � eld above to witness the � ery spectacle.
Bring a torch and wear walking boots/wellies & warm outdoor clothing.

ENTRY FREE! No unaccompanied u18s please.
For more info see https://tinyurl.com/� eryspectacular or 

tel. rangers on 01770 302462.
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Scottish Calendars 2018

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Scottish Calendars 2018

The ideal gift...

Glasgow is a homage to 
Findlay’s adopted home

The evocative shot reminiscent of the the late Matt 
McGinn. 01_B37glasgow02

Findlay Napier album 
review: Glasgow

The fi rst thing I was re-
minded of when I picked 
up the new Findlay Napi-
er album Glasgow was of a 
photo of the late Scots bal-
ladeer Matt McGinn stand-
ing in his beloved Calton. 
And when I started listen-
ing to the album, McGinn’s 
infl uence was still there, 
along with those from a 
more contemporary Glas-
gow folk and wider music 
scene.

Glasgow is the second solo 
album from the acclaimed 
Scottish singer-songwriter 
Findlay Napier, related to 

Arran through his wife Gil-
lian Frame and as regular 
visitor to the island as well 
teaching at the annual Feis 
Arrainn.

Following huge acclaim 
for his 2015 solo debut VIP: 
Very Interesting Persons, 
Findlay again unites superb 
songwriting, magpie-mind-
ed imagination and com-
pellingly vivid vocals on 
his new album Glasgow. A 
characteristically wry yet 
lyrical, offbeat yet heartfelt 
paean to his adopted home 
town – marking 20 years 
since Napier arrived from 
his Highland birthplace – 
it features freshly-penned, 
instantly memorable orig-
inals alongside classic and 
contemporary gems from 
the city’s rich ballad canon.

Continuing their fruit-
ful collaboration on VIP, 
revered UK songsmith 
Boo Hewerdine reprises 
his roles as producer and 
co-writer.

From modern-day vig-
nettes like opener Young 
Goths In the Necropolis – 
its bittersweet emotional 
charge evoking a Caledo-
nian Loudon Wainwright 
– to the tenderly imagined 
love-story of The Locarno, 
Sauchiehall St 1928, remi-
niscent of the late great Mi-
chael Marra – whose won-
derfully whimsical King 
Kong’s Visit to Glasgow is 
also covered – the album’s 
musical map spans ship-
yards and late-night chip-
pies, wily street veterans 
and warring football fans, 
patron saints and musi-
cal icons. It all evokes the 
sounds and images of the 
Glasgow I know.

If there is one weak track 
on the album, to my mind it 
is his rendition of the clas-
sic Hamish Imlach song 
Cod Liver Oil and the Or-
ange Juice. The song needs 
real Glasgow guttural vo-
cals and Findlay’s voice is 
just ‘too nice’ to do it jus-
tice, but that’s just my 
view. He more than makes 
up for it with tracks like 
the dreamily ardent render-
ing of The Blue Nile’s A 
Walk Across the Rooftops, 
and a gorgeous new ballad, 

Marchtown, by ex-Delga-
do Emma Pollock. The fi -
nal track, Blue Lagoon, is 
reminiscent of Brian Pro-
theroe from 40 years ago, 
but that’s older than Find-
lay himself who is still in 
his 30s – just.

With accompaniment 
mostly distilled to artful 
acoustic guitar, plus oc-
casional piano and Donna 
Maciocia’s delicate backing 
vocals, Napier’s remark-
able voice – by turns bur-
ly, gritty, fi erce and forlorn, 
bitingly acerbic and exqui-
sitely nuanced – is rightful-
ly foregrounded through-
out, capturing scenes and 
characters as potently as 
the CD cover image by Pu-
litzer Prize-winning Mag-
num photographer Ray-
mond Depardon, including 
the shot of Findlay reminis-
cent of McGinn.

Napier’s fast-growing 
stature as one of the UK’s 
most distinctively gift-
ed contemporary folk art-
ists builds on his previous 
band work with Back of the 
Moon and The Bar Room 
Mountaineers, also refl ect-
ing his long-time immer-
sion in the vibrant stylistic 
melting-pot of Glasgow’s 
world-famous music scene. 
As promoter of the dec-
ade-old Hazy Recollections 
concert series and found-
er of the Glasgow Song-
writing Festival, he’s been 
particularly infl uential in 
fostering cross-fertilisation 

between the city’s folk and 
indie communities. Spring 
2017 saw him touring 
with acclaimed contempo-
rary protest-song showcase 
Shake the Chains, whose 
album release this month 
is followed by more dates 
early next year.

While the sorrow and 
anger simmering through 
Glasgow track There’s 
More to Building Ships – 
originally written for Shake 
the Chains – highlight 
Napier’s political leanings, 
humour is an equally vital 
element in his work, both 
recorded and live – as re-
fl ected in his recent side-
line career as a stand-up 
comic. Hence his readi-
ness to embrace not only 
the oft-disparaged label of 
folk singer, but also anoth-
er, likewise timeless role.

He said: ‘I do love that 
old-fashioned, all-round 
idea of an “entertain-
er”, but then that’s total-
ly what the best folk sing-
ers are; they’ll have you in 
absolute hysterics, in be-
tween punching you in the 
gut – people like Loudon 
Wainwright, John Prine, 
Michael Marra: that’s the 
absolute pinnacle, as far as 
I’m concerned.’

The album Glasgow is out 
on Cheerygrove Records 
on October 13. 

For more information and 
the latest tour dates, visit 
www.fi ndlaynapier.com            

Hugh Boag

The cover of Findlay’s new album Glasgow. 01_B37glasgow01
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All set for a bumper holiday weekend

Santa’s Sparkle fundraisers
The latest fundraising 
event is support of athe 
new-look Santa’s Sparkle 
takes place today (Satur-
day) and should be a good 
day out of both visitors 
and locals.

Lynsay Scott’s fundrais-
ing autumn market, serving 
up her famous soup, teas/
coffees, home baking and 
lots of great stalls is being 
held at Lamlash church 
hall.

This year’s Christmas 
festival, set for Saturday 
November 25, is the fi rst 
year it has been organ-
ised by a new communi-
ty group, which is look-
ing for help and support 
from the local communi-
ty and businesses. San-
ta’s Sparkle has already 
had some great support, 

It is the last big weekend 
of the summer season. Vis-
itors will fl ock to Arran for 
the September weekend 
and businesses on the is-
land have been gearing up 
for a bumper holiday bo-
nanza. With the second 
boat, the MV Isle of Ar-
ran, fi nishing on Monday, it 
really feels like autumn 
is approaching. However, 
Arran is increasingly be-
coming a year-round des-
tination so the island will 
still have a busy feel.

There is a lot going on this 
weekend with one of the 
main events the Burning 
the Circle prehistoric fi re 
festival at Brodick Country 
Park (see page two), where 
the new Isle be Wild adven-
ture playground also is sure 
to be extremely popular.

Elsewhere, there is music 
galore, including a concert 
by some of the most talent-
ed young musicians from 
Arran who will be perform-

Iain Clarke.

The colour run was a huge hit at Santa’s Sparkle last year. 01_B38sparkle01

ing at the community thea-
tre in Lamlash tonight (Sat-
urday) at 7.30pm.

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, they include Iain 
Clarke on piano, singer Ol-
ivia Barket, Finlay Murchie 

musicians of 20 years old 
or under, some of whom 
have become very success-
ful musicians professional-
ly while others are on their 
way.

Some of the performers 
from the concert will also 
be playing at the PHT in 
Lamlash from 4pm on Sun-
day along with other young 
musicians of all ages. All 
young people are welcome 
to take part.

The fun continues all 
weekend and includes 
a gourmet pizza night 
on Sunday being run by 
George Grassie at the 
Blackwater Bakehouse in 
Blackwaterfoot.

The Old Byre Visitor Cen-
tre and the popular Cafe 
Thyme is a highly rated and 
award-winning family run 
business. It has something 
to offer everyone, from re-
laxed shopping to the well 
equipped children’s play 
area safely situated in the 

manicured grounds over-
looking the sea. 

With the varied range of 
items in the showroom - 
which includes children’s 
and adults clothing and 
a large range of quality 
branded products - special-
ising in good quality items 
at affordable prices, the 
emphasis in Cafe Thyme is 
on home-made and locally 
sourced produce. All of the 
meals are freshly prepared 
on site by the chef who has 
created a unique and tempt-
ing menu featuring old fa-
vourites and tempting treats

Meanwhile, residents and 
visitors are being advised 
that GP practices of the Ar-
ran Medical Group will be 
closed on Monday. How-
ever, the Brodick Pharma-
cy in Shore Road, Brodick 
will be open from 9am  to 
4pm on the day. If you need 
a doctor urgently and the 
GP’s surgery is closed, call 
NHS 24 on 111.

with the Pierhead Tavern’s 
whisky tasting earlier, 
donation boxes popping 
up around the island, and 
donations on the Sparkle 
JustGiving page.

Also helping raise funds 
is the Belgian beer-tasting 
event, organised by Ste-
phen Sparshott, Katsock 
crafts and Derek Morgan, 

on Thursday October 19 at 
the Glenisle Hotel. Book-
ing is essential for this 
event as numbers are lim-
ited. All the profi ts will go 
to this year’s Santa’s Spar-
kle. A gin tasting is also in 
the pipeline.

A JustGiving page has 
been set up to raise funds 
towards this magical day.

on sax, Mungo Paul on gui-
tar and Lucy Walsh on the 
fl ute.

The aim of the concert is 
to encourage young people 
to aspire to performance or 
even professional music 
and is showcasing young 

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650
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Society hears about 
dynamite in the dunes
The fi rst indoor meet-
ing of the year for the Ar-
ran Natural History Society 
took place last week in the 
rangers centre in  Brodick 
Country Park, where Tom 
Byars gave an illustrated 
presentation entitled Dyna-
mite in the dunes: a natural 
history of the Ardeer Pen-
insula.

The Ardeer Peninsula in 
Stevenston, just across the 
water from Arran, with its 
extensive dune system, 
was chosen by Alfred No-
bel in 1871 to site the larg-
est explosive factory in the 
world.

It was later taken over by 
ICI and, at its peak, the site 
employed almost 13,000 
workers in this fairly re-
mote location and had its 
own railway station. The 
station was used solely 
for workers and those spe-
cial visitors with business 
in the ICI plant, and was 
never a regular passenger 
stop. Until the mid-1960s, 
there were two trains per 
day to transport workers.

Although the line no 
longer exists, the aban-

doned platform remains, 
hidden beneath dense un-
dergrowth. Today, this 
huge brownfi eld site lies 
mostly derelict but now na-
ture is slowly reclaiming it. 
The whole peninsula, an is-
land up to the late 17th cen-
tury, comprises a varied se-
lection of habitats that in 
turn support a vast array 
of amazing wildlife, some 
species of which are rarely 
found in Scotland.

One of the secrets of this 
special place is the lesser 
whitethroat. Tom is a sci-
entifi c offi cer in the Beat-
son Institute for Cancer 
Research and has been 
studying the lesser white-
throat in Strathclyde since 
1983. The main aims of the 
study have been looking 
into the dynamics of the 
breeding distribution, hab-
itat requirements, feeding 
ecology, breeding behav-
iour, site fi delity and con-
servation strategy. He has 
published numerous papers 
and observation notes on 
the lesser whitethroat and 
was asked to write the spe-
cies account in 2007 for the 

book The Birds of Scotland 
published by the Scottish 
Ornithologists’ Club.

Members agreed that this 
was an excellent start to the 
society indoor programme, 
with Tom’s illustrated pres-
entation being full of inter-
est and surprises. Tom end-
ed by asking whether the 
peninsula’s importance for 
wildlife will be enough to 
safeguard the site from fu-
ture development. There is 
talk of a major redevelop-
ment, funded by investment 
from China, and the estate 
that owns the land has not 
shown itself to be particu-
larly amenable to conser-
vation up to now. On the 
other hand, the area desper-
ately needs new jobs, and 
perhaps some balance can 
eventually be reached.

The next society meeting 
is on Thursday October 5, 
at 8pm in the rangers centre 
when Anna Schilling will 
give a presentation enti-
tled: Expect the unexpected 
– an ancient disease squir-
relled away. Everyone is 
welcome to attend.

 Alan Bellamy

One kleztastic musical 
evening held in Lamlash
The Scottish Council of 
Jewish Communities (SCo-
JeC) hosted a series of 
klezmer nights across the 
country entitled Crossing 
the border: A Jewish musi-
cal journey in Scotland.

In Lamlash, more than 30 
islanders and visitors en-
joyed an intimate seafront 
house concert. The events, 
which were part of the Eu-
ropean Days of Jewish Cul-
ture and the bicentenary 
of Jewish Communities 
in Scotland programmes, 
were sell-out successes, 
with venues bursting at the 
seams.

The concert in Lam-
lash, which included a ko-
sher buffet, brought Jewish 
and non-Jewish people to-
gether to enjoy the melod-

Guests enjoy the 
klezmer night in 

Lamlash. 

ic sounds of klezmer mu-
sician Gica Loening, who 
performed as a solo act. 
Michael Alpert, who had 
been due to play along with 
Gica Loening, was unavail-
able due to illness.

Crowded in the living 
room of Sharon and Eli 
Shenhav, participants not 
only enjoyed the emo-
tion-invoking sounds, but 
were also invited to feel the 
music on the dancefl oor, 
which was the kitchen, with 
klezmer dance caller Fio-
na Frank. As a fi nale, mu-
sicians among the audience 
were invited to join in the 
performance each evening.

Fiona, projects and out-
reach manager with SCo-
JeC, said: ‘We are so 
pleased at the success of 

the klezmer evenings. Not 
only were we able to share 
the feelings, the sounds 
and the history of klez-
mer with people who are 
already linked to the story 
of the Jewish diaspora, 
but we were also able to 
share the Jewish collec-
tive consciousness and soul 
with the wider community 
through the evocative and 
inclusive mediums of mu-
sic, song, dance and food.’

All of the concerts were 
generously supported by 
the Netherlee and Clark-
ston Charitable Trust.

categories 
include
Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org

2018

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN
OUR SPONSORS

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

WE ALL
LOVE 
HEROES
SO WHO’S YOURS?

Nominate your favourite 
countryside business for a 

Scottish Rural Award
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Ron uncovers the secrets 
of his family’s famous 
whisky past
Corrie resident Ron Stein is 
a fi rm believer in the health 
and vitality benefi ts of a 
daily whisky and ginger 
drink and, to his surprise, 
he recently discovered that 
his family played an instru-
mental role in establishing 
the commercial whisky in-
dustry in Scotland.

The only inkling that he 
had was about 65 years ago 
when he, aged 10, over-
heard a couple of aunts 
talking after a visit to the 
Fife/Kinross area when 
they mentioned their fore-
bears distillery.

It was after receiving an 
online subscription to a 
family tree website that 
Ron started to piece to-
gether the amazing history 
of his ancestors and their 
involvement in a piece of 
Scottish whisky and indus-
trial history which has gone 
largely unnoticed.

It transpires that the Stein 
family were actually the 
fathers of commercial dis-
tilling in Scotland, having 
revolutionised the Scottish 
whisky industry and taking 
it from small-scale individ-
ual production to commer-
cial success.

It is believed that a dis-
tant relation, Andrew Stein, 
established a commercial 
distillery at Kennetpans, 
Alloa, around 1720. Rap-
idly growing to be the larg-
est distillery in Scotland, 
the Stein family expanded 
their operations to Ireland, 
establishing the now fa-
mous Bow Street Distillery 
of Jameson fame in 1780 
and purchasing the Dublin 
distillery in  Marrowbone 
Lane which have since both 
developed into massive or-
ganisations.

A further relation of the 
Stein family continued to 
expand on the family busi-
ness by establishing a large 
distillery at Kilbagie – one 
mile away from Kennet-
pans Distillery – along with 
another at St Andrews, 
where the Kincaple Dis-
tillery was established.

The Steins utilised mod-
ern technology, for its time, 
and increased production to 
a scale never before seen in 
Scotland.

While much of the de-
tails of the Stein family’s 
involvement in the produc-
tion of whisky in Scotland 
has been overlooked, the 

purchasers of the old dis-
tillery buildings at Kennet-
pans conducted three years 
of research and unearthed a 
wealth of details on the dis-
tillery and the Stein family 
involvement. Their fi nd-
ings are available to see at 
ww.kennetpans.info.

With such vast enterprises 
requiring large amounts 
of raw materials and es-
tablished infrastructure 
for distribution, the Steins 
commissioned large-scale 
engineering projects to 
build roads, canals and 
tramways, possibly using 
the fi rst horse-drawn rail-
way in Scotland and later 
using the fi rst Boulton Watt 
steam engine in Scotland.

In another fi rst, they built 
a canal between the two 
fi rst distilleries, Kennet-
pans and Kilbagie. They 
also used their own fl eet of 
ships to transport spirits to 
London for the gin trade.

The exploits and accom-
plishments of the Stein 
family are too numerous to 
mention but some interest-
ing discoveries include that 
Robert Burns was a regular 
visitor to Kennetpans and a 
Katie Stein, or Stevin, was 

Ron Stein enjoys a toast to his recently discovered family who played an instrumental 
role in whisky production in Scotland. No_B31stein01

Twenty years ago
Our 20 years ago feature is taking a short break. Back 
then the paper closed down for two weeks during the 
school October holidays so material from then is in 
short supply, but do not worry – the popular weekly 
feature will be back soon.

apparently his inspiration 
for Tam o’ Shanter. Another 
branch of the family went 
into brick-making and sup-
plied the bricks for Glen-
eagles Hotel.

An odd twist in the story is 
that a Mr John Jameson, of 
the Irish whiskey fame, had 
a son, a lawyer who was 
involved with the seques-
tration of the Stein dynasty 
when their luck eventually 
ran out. By 1856, after es-
tablishing and dominating 
the commercial whisky in-
dustry, the Steins, through 
various dealings, misfor-
tune and even some ques-

tionable practices, were 
no longer involved in the 
industry.

Their hard work in the 
early days of modern dis-
tilling laid the founda-
tions for the Haig brand 
and Jameson’s, as well as 
Europe’s largest spirit dis-
tillery, Cameronbridge.

Ron Stein rounded off 
the interesting story of his 
ancestors by saying: ‘It is 
a pity to not be involved 
in what is a £4.5 billion 
industry but it certainly 
makes for an interesting 
read. One of these days I 
may get over to view the 
old distillery ruins.’

The Bow Street Distillery, Dublin, which was established in 1780, is one of the oldest in 
Ireland.  John Jameson was originally from Scotland and was related through his wife to 
the Haigs and Steins, powerful Scottish distilling families.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times

POTACABINS FOR RENT

PORTACABINS FOR RENT 
Market Road, Brodick

Suitable for office,
workshop or storage
Tel: 01770 600242

Tel: 01770 830620

FORD RANGER 2.2 XLT
Pick-up, 2015 plate, 
1 careful owner, 
low mileage 
(18,000), black, 
bodywork in 
excellent condition.

£16,000 (no VAT)

FOR SALE 
Bedroom furniture as 
new plus teak table and 
4 chairs. Tel: 01770 
600255
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Balnagore Moss Estate, Machrie
2 Positions:

HANDYMAN - 1 day per week for 
general maintenance

HOUSEKEEPER - Saturday 
change-over

Own transport required

Tel: Arran 840252

Cleaning Operatives
I S L E  O F  A R R A N

We have cleaning operative 
opportunities on the following � exible 

shifts, to work at the Brodick Ferry 
Terminal, Isle of Arran:-

1 x cleaning Supervisor 9 am – 1 pm, 
then 5 pm – 8 pm

1 x cleaning operative 1 pm – 5 pm

2 x cleaning operatives 5 pm – 8 pm

Rate of Pay – Cleaner £8.45 per hour 
Monday to Friday, £9.89 for 

Saturday / Sunday

Rate of Pay – Supervisor £8.95 per hour 
Monday to Friday, £9.89 for 

Saturday / Sunday

Shifts are required Monday – Sunday, 
so there will be a rota with one in 3 / 4 

weekend working.

If you are interested, please call Ashley 
Low on 07795 078453 or 07702 

442481 or send your CV to 
Neil.Blamires@kingdom.co.uk.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 13 October 2017. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)
17/00937/PP; Site Opposite Existing Reservoir, Shannochie, Brodick, Isle of Arran; 
Installation of 25m lattice communications mast, antennas, ground-based apparatus 
and ancillary development (in retrospect).
17/00957/PP; Seal Shore Camping And Holiday Homes, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle of 
Arran; Creation of eight hardstanding touring pitches with electric hook ups and 
additional facility for campers storage.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

ARRAN CIVIC TRUST
Your chance to get a preview of the new ferry!

“THE NEW ARRAN FERRY, THE GLEN SANNOX”
An illustrated talk by

James Anderson, Director of Vessels, CMAL
MONDAY, 25TH SEPTEMBER, 7.00 PM

IN
BRODICK VILLAGE HALL

ALL WELCOME
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CHURCH NOTICES

GOLDEN WEDDING

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

DIAMOND WEDDING

All of the Brodick Golf Club prize-winners of the season with their trophies. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday September 17, 
Scratch Cup, 1 Allan Win-
ship 76-14=62, 2 Alan 
Smith 77-11=66. Best 
scratch Ian Bremner 74. No 
magic twos recorded. Over-
all winner of Scratch Cup, 
Todd Jameson 139, run-
ner-up Ian Bremner 147.

Thursday September 14, 
Summer Cup, CSS 65. 1 
Allan Winship 79-15=64, 
2 Willie Currie 75-10=65, 
3 Allan Colquhoun 74-
8=66. Best scratch Al-
lan Colquhoun 74. Magic 
twos Paul Jameson @13th, 
Ian Bremner @13th, Jim 
Young @16th, Alan Smith 
@16th. Accumulator hole 
13 selected.

Fixtures: Saturday Sep-
tember 23, Ken Western 
Texas Scramble Cup. Sun-

Winner of the AGA Senior Championship Brian Smith 
receives the trophy from AGA secretary, Willie McNally. 

day September 24, Med-
al Shield fi nal day. Thurs-
day September 28, Summer 
Cup fi nal day.

Ladies’ section: Wednes-
day Setpember 13, med-
al eight CSS 67 R/, par 65, 
nine played.

1 Jackie Winship  
103(30)73 BIH, 2 Jen-

ny Pattenden 104(31)73. 
Scratch, Sheena Murchie 
89.

Fixtures: Saturday Sep-
tember 23, Ken Western 
Texas Scramble Cup. Sun-
day September 24, Med-
al Shield fi nal day. Thurs-
day September 28, Summer 
Cup fi nal day.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday September 12, 
September medal, CSS 64. 
1 P Betley 76-11=65, 2 R 
Betley 97-28=69, 3 A Mac-
Donald 85-12=73.

Fixture: Tuesday Septem-
ber 26, September medal, 
12.30pm.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday September 17, Sep-
tember 18-hole medal, CSS 
65, 11 played. 1 Jack Mc-
Nally 68-8=60, 2 Archie 
Purdie 88-26=62, 3 Reuben 
Betley 95-28=67. Scratch, 
Jack McNally 68.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday September 13, 
Flag Trophy. Winner Jimmy 
Armit. Sunday September 
17, John Gemmell Shield, 
three-club Stableford, 15 
played. 1 Terry Raeside 
10, 34pts, 2 Bruce Jenkins 
7, 33pts ACB, 3 Alistair 
Hume 11, 33pts.

Fixtures: Sunday Septem-
ber 24, Brandon qualifi er/
Winter Cup. Saturday Sep-
tember 30, Belhaven mixed 
Texas scramble, teams of 
four welcome, book times 
on 302349.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday September 13, 
Wednesday Cup fi nal. 1 D 
Logan 69-10=59, 2 R Lo-
gan 68-6=62 and scratch, 
3 L Hartley 78-14=64. 
Well done to Donald who 
scooped the fi nal day pot. 
Rab and Marvin shared the 
magic twos pot.

Fixtures: Saturday Sep-
tember 23, Corrie Open. 
If you haven’t already en-
tered, come along and we’ll 
fi t you in. Details on your 
club notice board.

Arran Golfers’
Association
Saturday September 16, 
Arran Golfers’ Associa-
tion Senior Championship 
at Brodick GC, 13 played, 
non-counter, Stableford. 1 
Brian Smith, Brodick 13, 
40pts, 2 John Pennycott, 
Whiting Bay 13, 36pts, 3 
Willie McNally, Shiskine, 
35pts.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson,
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 24th September

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Worship.

Pirnmill Church, 10.45am 
Morning Worship.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 24th September 

Holy Communion, 11am. Rev 
Adrian Fallows.

Coffee after service.
Wednesday 27th September 
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 24th September

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 24th September
Rev Sheila Mitchell

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am
In both churches:

Harvest Thanksgiving
 All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005)

Sunday 24th September
Worship for Harvest
Thanksgiving will be

 conducted by the 
minister,

 Rev Elizabeth Watson at 
10.30am. 

All welcome. 
After the service, there will be 

a harvest lunch and all
proceeds will go to the charity 

WaterAid.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 24th September

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 24th September
Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Sunday Mass 11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday 
at 11am

For meeting venue ring – 
830622 or 820223

Raymond & Ena Burke, Happy Golden Anniversary 
Love from Adam, Victoria and Wendy 

and all the family.

Happy Diamond Wedding Anniversary
Alex and Sheila

Love from all the family.
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Arran rowers compete in tough Largs event

The large Arran team who took part in the Largs event. 

Arran golfer helps to
defeat the Auld Enemy
Whiting Bay golfer John 
Pennycott, who is vice-cap-
tain of Team Scotland – 
made up of golfers from 
the Scottish Disability Golf 
Partnership – was part of 
the team who secured a 
staggering victory over the 
Auld Enemy, after a three-
day matchplay competition 
at the Murrayshall Resort 
in Perth.

Team Scotland is made up 
of golfers from the Scottish 
Disability Golf Partnership 
and John is a mid-thigh am-
putee on his left side and 
former captain of Whiting 
Bay Golf Club, where he 
still regularly plays.

The Phoenix Cup, which 
is much like the Ryder Cup 

The winning Scottish Disability Golf Partnership 
team. 

Due to a production error, 
a previous report from the 
Arran Coast Rowing Club 
(ACRC) was printed in last 
week’s Banner. Here is the 
report of how they got on in 
Largs. 
A perfect summer’s day 
saw 16 Arran rowers – six 
women and 10 men – take 
their skiff Seabhag over to 
the Firth of Clyde Coastal 
Rowing Club in Largs for a 
fun, friendly and challeng-
ing regatta day on Saturday 
September 2.

In total, there were 
nine 500m sprint races 
in the following catego-
ries: mixed decades and 
mixed open, novice/fresher, 

mixed under and over 220, 
junior (U19s), women’s 
and men’s open and an in-
ter club challenge – so 
something was offered for 
all ages and levels of expe-
rience.

Arran managed to fi eld 
crews for all races, except 
the junior one, and faced 
strong competition, bat-
tling against 13 other skiffs 
– mainly from the Clyde 
region but also from as far 
away as Queensferry, North 
Berwick, Northern Ireland 
and the Netherlands, which 
gave the event a real inter-
national fl air.

There were some very 
exciting and close races, 

and several Arran crews 
won their heats. With such 
strong competition though, 
medals were hard to come 
by but nevertheless the 
novice team came a well 
deserved third and took 
home bronze.

At the end of the races 
the clubs had to compete 
against each other in a tug-
of-war, where the strong 
Arran team won silver 
medals for coming second, 
narrowly missing the gold. 
There was also a 200m 
sprint challenge on a row-
ing machine and the ACRC 
rowers proved to be on 
good form, producing four 
winners in their age classes 

– Gillian McLaughlin, Ce-
cilia Paul, John Baraclough 
and Stuart Turner, who got 
the fastest time of the day 
in all age classes.

Everyone enjoyed the 
warm and welcoming at-
mosphere throughout the 
day and the entire event – 
including the weather – ran 
perfectly and was very well 
organised. Arran Coastal 
Rowing Club would like 
to thank the organisers for 
putting so much effort into 
it and all those taking part 
for making it such a memo-
rable day.

The next regatta for 
ACRC is coming up on 
Saturday September 30 in 

Prestwick. The club has 
grown signifi cantly over 
the past 18 months and has 
a wide variety of members 
from all over the island 
with ages ranging from 20 
to 70.

If you would like to give 
coastal rowing a try or 
come along as a supporter 
then feel free to get in touch 
with Friederike: secre-
tary@arrancoastalrowing.
co.uk.

Vice-captains 
Alan Robertson 

from Stirling and 
John Pennycott 

from Arran stand 
on either side 
of captain Jim 

Thomson from 
Cumbrae with the 

Phoenix Cup. 
Vice-captain John Penny-
cott with the Phoenix Cup.

format, took place over the 
Perthshire course earlier 
this month, where 12 play-
ers from each team bat-
tled it out over the parkland 
course, in the traditional 
matchplay formats like 
fourball and foursomes and 
took the cup on the third 
day by 12 points to six.

Day one, in very wet con-
ditions, saw Scotland take 
a narrow one-point lead 
over the English disabled 
golfers. Day two, in much 
brighter conditions, saw 
the Scots batter the opposi-
tion by taking fi ve of the six 
matches and a half-point 
from a drawn game.  This 
set the Scots on track for a 
historic victory as, to date, 

taking fi ve of the six avail-
able points and halving the 
last. A great competition 
and a result to relish.’

John Pennycott also 
played at Fairmont, St An-
drews, from August 21-24 
in the European Disabled 
Association Scottish Open 
where he fi nished in joint 
ninth position.

Team Scotland has 
won other interna-
tional Phoenix for-
mats, but never won 
at home.

Scottish captain 
Jim Thomson said: 
‘We thought we had 
a strong team on 
paper, but it’s one 
thing to theorise, 
and you can never 
tell how individu-
als will gel or not 
during a competi-
tion. The fi rst day 
was more of a strug-
gle against the ele-
ments, but we had 
them on day two, by 
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Ross encourages new 
sports ambassadors
Pupils from Arran High 
and North Ayrshire’s other 
secondary schools attended 
a special young ambassa-
dors conference last week 
which was led by Olympic 
snowboarder Jenny Jones 
and delivered by sportscot-
land, the national agency 
for sport.

As part of the National 
Lottery-funded programme, 
each year sportscotland 
host six regional young 
ambassadors’ conferences 
across the country and two 
pupils from each second-
ary school in Scotland are 
invited to attend.

New Arran High young 
ambassadors Ellie Wood 
and Eildh Hamill joined 
more than 150 pupils from 
secondary schools across 
the west of Scotland at-
tending the third young 
ambassadors conference of Ross Dobson (back row, fourth left)  with the conference team and the athletes 

who took part.

Ross takes a sel� e with a group including Ellie 
Wood, Eilidh Hamill, Archie McNicol and former 
Scotland Rugby 7s captain Colin Gregor (far right) 
behind him. 

2017 which took place at 
Hampden Park.

They were joined by cur-
rent Arran young ambass-
dor Ross Dobson who was 
one of the delivery team at 
the two-day event, pass-
ing on his knowledge af-
ter a year to the new am-
bassadors. In January this 
year Ross was named the 
fi rst young ambassador of 
the month for Scotland. Ac-
tive Schools co-ordinator 
Archie McNicol was also 
overseeing at the event.

Afterwards Ross said: ‘It 
was a fantastic to be part 
of the conference team and 
I really enjoyed the whole 
experience. Meeting some 
of the athletes was a real 
inspiration.’ 

Along with Eilidh Mac-
pher son, Ross and the two 
new members of the team 
will work with Archie to 

deliver the young ambassa-
dors programme on Arran 
in the coming months.

Back in Glasgow, the con-
ference was led by Jenny 
Jones, a former British pro-
fessional snowboarder who 
became the fi rst Briton to 
win an Olympic medal in a 
snow event, and the pupils 
gained an invaluable in-
sight into the world of sport 
through the eyes of one of 
our leading athletes.

Jenny said: ‘I’m honoured 
to host the Glasgow leg of 
sportscotland’s young am-
bassadors conferences. The 
children here today are so 
passionate about making 
their voices heard, and for 
that I really admire them. 
Not only are the kids eager 
to learn, but they recognise 
that sport is an awesome 
way to express yourself and 
encourages them to channel 
their efforts into something 
positive.’

The young ambassa-
dors took part in a range 
of workshops with a team 
of Scottish athletes and 
sport development profes-
sionals, including former 
Scottish Rugby 7s captain 
Colin Gregor, British for-
mer swimmer Caitlin Mc-
Clatchey, former profes-
sional paralympic athlete 
Stefan Hoggan and inter-
national football goalkeep-
er Gemma Fay.

The athletes provided the 

pupils with support and 
advice to help them gain 
the skills, knowledge and 
under standing required to 
undertake their pivotal role 
within schools and wider 
communities as role mod-
els and leaders of other 
young people.

Stewart Harris, chief ex-
ecutive at sportscotland, 
said: ‘Our young ambas-
sadors conferences pro-
vide an excellent opportu-
nity for pupils across the 

country who are passion-
ate about sport to collab-
oratively make a differ-
ence. With the chance to 
meet skilled athletes and 
leading sport profession-
als, the pupils gain invalu-
able fi rst-hand  knowledge 
which will help them in 
their sporting journeys.

‘Becoming a young am-
bassador is a fantastic 
role. Not only is it a great 
way to develop new skills, 
build confi dence and meet 

like-minded people in 
sport, but the programme 
helps youngsters develop 
as sporting leaders by in-
fl uencing and refl ecting the 
views of other young peo-
ple. 

‘We encourage our young 
ambassadors to motivate 
and inspire others to get 
into sport, helping shape 
decisions to ensure young-
sters have the best possible 
sporting experience across 
Scotland.’


