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We’re the scapegoat
for ferry disruption
An Arran business says it 
has been made a scapegoat 
for the damage caused to 
the ramp of the MV Cal-
edonian Isles which has 
caused serious ferry disrup-
tion all week.

Travel between Arran and 
the mainland has been bad-
ly disrupted for days after 
a ‘perfect storm’ saw both 
fi rst the Caley Isles and 
then the MV Isle of Arran 
needing repairs at the same 
time.

Murchie Sand and Grav-
el says it is being blamed 
for bringing an overweight 
crane on to the island which 
caused the damage to the 
main Arran ferry, which is 
still operating with only her 
bow ramp.

However, the fi rm insists 
the huge Liebherr crane 
brought over to remove 
the temporary bridge at the 
roadworks on the Brod-
ick hill did not exceed the 
weight limit of the ferry.

A new sensory garden has opened at the Glen Estate in Brodick. Here we see retirement housing coordinator 
Angela Glendinning and with tenants Lynn Ross and Greta Bannatyne enjoying the new surroundings. Full story 
page 3. 01_B37glen01

Indeed it was the third 
time the crane has been on 
Arran after it lifted the tem-
porary metal bridge into 
place and then moved it 
from one carriageway to 
the other. The crane has 
also been taken to other is-
lands by a CalMac ferry.

The crane was hired from 
the 3b crane hire fi rm in 
Ayr, but Donald Murchie 
Jnr insisted it was not over-
weight despite persistent 
rumours, many of them on 
social media.

At the company depot in 
Market Road, Brodick, he 
showed the Banner paper-
work showing the crane 
weighed 41.3 tonnes – well 
under the 44 tonne limit of 
the MV Caledonian Isles 
– and even with chains 
and accessories added the 
weight was still just 42.3 
tonnes.

Donald said: ‘We are up-
set that we seem to have 
been made a scapegoat for 
the damage to the ferry. We 

exciting new lunch & dinner
menus available
Auchrannie Resort, Brodick

call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.auchrannie.co.uk/brambles
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are a small family fi rm op-
erating on a close-knit is-
land. These reports have 
caused distress to the fam-
ily and are completely un-
justifi ed. We just want to 
set the record straight.’
 And CalMac confi rmed 
the crane was not over-
weight.

A CalMac spokesman 
said: ‘Investigations into 
the damage to the MV Cal-
edonian Isles’ ramps, which 
has resulted in disruption 

Continued from page one to the Ardrossan-Brodick 
service, are ongoing and 
it would be premature and 
inappropriate to speculate 
at this stage on the precise 
cause of this damage.’

There is also some spec-
ulation that the limits on 
commercial vehicles is due 
to concerns about the re-
pair to the ramp. However, 
the spokesman added: ‘It is 
routine practice when oper-
ating a reduced service to 
manage the types of vehi-
cle carried to maximise the 

space available on the ves-
sel. For example, large ve-
hicles can limit the use of 
mezzanine decks and also 
can limit the overall weight 
carried.

‘The MV Caledoni-
an Isles has the added is-
sue at present of operating 
single-ended which pre-
sents challenges in turning 
large vehicles, which can 
then impact on turnaround 
times. These limits are not 
connected with the repaired 
ramp.’

Crane well under the 44 tonne limit

CalMac on international 
search for ferry solution

The MV Caledonian Isles loads from the bow at Brodick 
this week.

Ferry operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne has launched 
an international search to 
fi nd vessels to plug the gap 
caused by serious delays to 
the new Arran ferry and her 
sister ship.

It comes as Arran resi-
dents are bracing them-
selves for days of disrup-
tion as ferry services are 
hit by continuing turmoil 
and amid concerns that 
travel woes could hit next 
week’s important Septem-
ber weekend tourist trade.

A number of holiday busi-
nesses have already been 
faced with cancellations 
and disruption caused by 
the inability to get supplies 
at what is still a busy time 

on the island. This weekend 
the Arran Sportive is trying 
to get 140 cyclists over to 
the island today (Saturday). 
Also trying to get over are 
MG cars for an island rally, 
competitors for the Lam-
lash Splash, as well as a 
visiting football team – and 
that is before any island-
ers’ travel arrangements are 
considered.

It has been another ca-
lamitous week for travel-
lers, islanders and local 
businesses who have had 
to face serious ferry disrup-
tion owing to technical is-
sues affecting both of the 
island ferries on the main 
Brodick to Ardrossan route.

But as the MV Caledo-

nian Isles limps on with 
one ramp, the MV Hebri-
dean Isles is being drafted 
in from Islay to help cope 
with demand.

As CalMac admits it is 
facing ‘operational chal-
lenges’, it has become clear 
that the age of the vessels 
serving the route has con-
tributed to the crisis. The 
MV Isle of Arran and the 
MV Caledonian Isles have 
a combined age of 59, 
which means there is no 
quick fi x to the reliability 
issues.

Arran MSP Kenneth Gib-
son said: ‘CalMac may be 
working round the clock to 
restore Arran ferry services 
to normal as soon as pos-

sible, but it is deeply dis-
appointing that repeated 
breakdowns continue to oc-
cur. The age of the fl eet is 
clearly an issue which, had 
it not been for the delay in 
it entering service, the MV  
Glen Sannox would now be 
addressing.

‘Transport Scotland and 
Scottish ministers are well 
aware of these issues. 

‘Vessels in Norway and 
Denmark have been exam-
ined to buy or lease until 
new vessels enter the fl eet. 

‘However, while none 
suitable have yet been 
found, there is a determina-
tion to ensure a robust, re-
silient and reliable service 
for Arran, its people and its 
visitors and that work is on-
going.’

Mr Gibson added: ‘I com-
pletely understand the deep 
sense of frustration and an-
ger shared by islanders and 
visitors alike caused by the 
major loss of ferry services 
due to breakdown. 

‘A “heavy load” – as Cal-

Mac put it – damaged the 
front and rear ramps of the 
Caledonian Isles last Fri-
day, causing the cancel-
lation of vehicle-carrying 
services. It is shocking that 
this damage happened and 
I have asked how and why?

‘Meanwhile, The Isle of 
Arran suffered a recur-
rence of her oil distribu-
tion box technical fault and  
has been withdrawn from 
service. The vessel is at 
Garvel in Greenock being 
repaired.’

The repairs are scheduled 
to continue until tomorrow 
(Sunday), with the MV Isle 
of Arran due to return Mon-
day – the last week of the 
summer service.

MV Caledonian Isles will 
continue to operate sin-
gle-ended up to Tuesday 
(September 18), thereafter 
she will spend the follow-
ing two days being repaired 
in the dry dock, when the 
MV Hebridean Isles will 
return.

Meanwhile, VisitArran 

has issued its members 
with a survey to gain in-
sight into the cost of losses 
and extra costs incurred as 
a result of ferry disruptions 
in an effort to quantify the 
fi nancial impact.

A CalMac spokesman 
said: ‘We have been as-
sessing capacity demand 
on services this weekend 
and into next week and are 
planning the following re-
deployment of vessels to 
ensure that all needs are 
met. 

‘Communities can be as-
sured we have taken into 
account a number of im-
portant island events taking 
place this weekend as part 
of this assessment.

‘Additional capacity will 
continue to be provided on 
the Lochranza-Claonaig 
route by MV Loch Linn-
he operating alongside MV 
Catriona. 

‘Work on the MV Isle of 
Arran’s technical fault is 
ongoing and we will pro-
vide an update on her pro-
gress in due course.

‘We recognise that these 
arrangements will impact 
on a number of communi-
ties but customers can be 
assured we explored a wide 
range of options before ar-
riving at this plan, which 
we consider to be the best 
we can do with the resourc-
es available to us.

‘We apologise for any in-
convenience caused and, as 
ever, are grateful for cus-
tomers’ patience and un-
derstanding at this time.’

� Letters page, page eight.
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Sweet smell of success 
at new sensory garden
A fragrant and colourful 
sensory garden was offi -
cially opened by residents, 
supporters and guests last 
week at a small gathering 
at the Glen Estate sheltered 
housing development in 
Brodick.

The well-established gar-
den has been a long time 
in the making with resi-
dents actively involved in 
helping to make it a reality, 
from planning to planting 
to the continued mainte-
nance in the form of weed-
ing.

Following landscaping 
developments and a fund-
ing boost from National 
Lottery Awards for All, the 
Glen Estate Tenants’ As-
sociation enlisted the help 
of gardeners Colin and Jo 
Totty, who started the pro-
ject with an illustrated talk 
on designing and planting a 
sensory garden. With input 
and assistance and week-
ly gardening classes for the 
residents, not to mention 
many hours of hard work 
by Colin and Jo, the sen-
sory garden started to take 
shape.

Built at the end of an easy 
to access pathway leading 
from the communal room, 
the garden and seating area 
is fully wheelchair and dis-
abled access friendly and 
has been used by residents 

Attending guests, residents and visitors at the o�  cial opening of the sensory garden. 
01_B37glen02

and visitors who have been 
adding their own touches to 
the garden.

The garden has been 
made in memory of past 
resident Betty Cover who 
loved the garden and fre-
quently made use of it. A 
plaque in the garden is ded-
icated to her and Sal Ban-

natyne, who now lives in 
Montrose House, but who 
spent many years there, in-
cluding her 100th birth-
day celebrations, with her 
daughter Greta. In addition 
to these, an ornate sundi-
al sits proudly in the centre 
of the garden, donated by 
friends and family, in mem-
ory of Jeni Faulkner.

Retirement housing co-

Gardener Colin Totty talks 
visitors through the choice 
of plants that were selected 
for the garden. 01_B37glen03

ordinator Angela Glendin-
ning said: ‘The gardens are 
looking beautiful and are 
proving to be very benefi -
cial to the tenants. A lot of 
pleasure is gained from the 
beautiful surroundings. Mr 
and Mrs Totty have done 
a wonderful job in the up-
keep of the grounds as well 
as some of the tenants. All 
in all it proved to be a good 
day with a good turnout.’

Lynn Ross, a tenant at 
Glen Estate, and Ange-
la Glendinning offi cial-
ly opened the garden with 
Lynn once again thanking 
Colin and Jo Totty for their 
insight and hard work in 
creating the small oasis of 
tranquility in the garden.

A buffet banquet was laid 
out for visitors and resi-
dents and the many people 
who hold classes or activ-
ities with the residents all 
sat down to enjoy a tasty 
meal before joining others 
outside for a social chat.

The serene garden which 
has vivid and fragrant fl ow-
ers – including among 
many others, lavender, 
mint, sweet peas, buddleia 
and dahlias – has been put 
to frequent use by the res-
idents who enjoy spending 
time seated outdoors, and 
by the bees and butterfl ies 
which are already visiting 
the fl owers.
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Brodick council 
house plans are
to go on show
Plans to build the fi rst coun-
cil houses on Arran in a 
generation will be unveiled 
to the public next week.
 North Ayrshire Council 
is building around 26 new 
homes to the rear of Brath-
wic Terrace, Brodick, as it 
seeks to help address the 
social housing shortage on 
the island, fi rst revealed by 
the Banner a year ago.

The development forms 
part of the council’s vision 
to deliver more than 1,000 
new properties across 
North Ayrshire by 2023 – 
one of the most ambitious 
social house building pro-
grammes in the UK.

Now the development 
plans are to be unveiled and 
residents are invited to at-
tend a special consultation 
event being hosted by the 
council’s housing servic-
es at the Ormidale Pavil-
ion in Brodick, on Wednes-
day September 19, between 
4.30pm and 6.30pm.

The event will allow peo-
ple to obtain information 
about the project, give their 
views on the plans and dis-
cuss proposed building 
works. Residents who live 
within 250m of the devel-
opment site should receive 
letters informing them of 
the consultation event.

The Brathwic Terrace de-
velopment will be the fi rst 
social houses to be built on 
the island for more than 30 

The site behind Brathwic Terrace where the new houses will be built. 01_B37housing01

years and have been wel-
comed as there is a se-
vere shortage of affordable 
homes for young adults and 
families.

There are approximately 
2,100 households on Arran, 
yet only about 16 per cent, 
or 342 are housed in social 
housing properties, operat-
ed by the Trust Housing As-
sociation. It plans 20 new 
houses at a site at Spring-
bank Farm by 2020/2021.

Cabinet member for place 
Councillor Jim Montgom-

erie said: ‘We’re very ex-
cited about the plans to 
build new housing on Ar-
ran. We are well aware of 
the problems surround-
ing the lack of social hous-
ing on the island and while 
this new development 
won’t eliminate the prob-
lem, it will be a major step 
towards addressing the is-
sue.

‘Across North Ayrshire, 
we’re well on track to 
build more than 1,000 new 
council houses by 2023 

and in the process, help 
transform communities and 
change people’s lives for 
the better.’

Those unable to attend the 
consultation event, as well 
as those on the housing 
register and interested ten-
ants, will be able to view 
the proposals online from 
September 20 at www. nor-
thayrshire.community/con-
sultations/open-consulta-
tions where they will also 
be able to add their com-
ments.

Enforcement officers pay visit to Arran
Environmental enforcement offi cers, 
who are tasked with making com-
munities cleaner, visited Arran last 
week and are set to return later in the 
month.

The offi cers spent the day patrolling 
the island, meeting locals and moni-
toring dumping hotspots. Able to is-
sue fi xed-penalty notices whether it’s 
a fl y-tipper, a smoker throwing their 
butt on the ground or a dog owner not 
cleaning up after their pet, the team is 
determined to make a difference.

Councillor Jim Montgomerie, cabi-

net member for place, said: ‘The team 
works tirelessly across the whole of 
North Ayrshire and has done a fan-
tastic job.

‘There is a real determination 
among them to make our communi-
ties as clean as they can be.

Environmental crimes
‘They are very visible and ap-

proachable and more local people are 
now reporting environmental crimes 
because they know they will take de-
cisive action.

‘Obviously the geography of North 

Ayrshire, compared to most other lo-
cal authorities, is fairly unique and 
getting across to the islands on a reg-
ular basis is diffi cult. They hope these 
visits will be informative and suc-
cessful and hopefully lead to more 
over the coming weeks and months.’

As well as issuing fi xed-penalty no-
tices, environmental enforcement of-
fi cers, who will be back on Arran on 
Friday September 21, can also offer 
advice about fl y posting, wild camp-
ing, dog fouling, waste management 
and litter.

open seven days a
week for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

exciting
new

lunch & dinner
menus

fresh
local dining

for reservations call
01770 302 234 or book online at

www.auchrannie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

Locally sourced seafood and grilled meats
are combined with daily specials.

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am,
lunch from 12.30pm - 4.30pm and 

dinner from 5.00pm - 9.30pm. 

Bar open throughout the day serving 
teas & coffees, cold drinks and cakes. 

Relax in front of our toasty log burner!
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Get involved in the big 
Arran beach clean-up

Friday September 14
Kildonan beach clean, 4pm meet 
Silversands

Saturday September 15
Brodick beach clean, TAP, 11am 
meet near Boathouse in car park 
near Fisherman’s Walk
Lamlash beach clean, COAST,  
9am Octopus Centre (booking
essential),
Whiting Bay beach clean, 
Whiting Bay Improvements, 
10.45am Sandbraes car park near 
bridge over Kingscross burn

Sunday September 16
Lamlash beach clean, Lamlash
Improvements, 2pm meet on
village green

Monday September 17
Pirnmill beach clean, TAP, 1pm 
meet on slipway
Kilmory beach clean, 2.30pm
Torrylinn beach

Saturday September 22
Holy Isle sea clean, Arran Kayak 
Club (kayaks)

Sunday September 23
Blackwaterfoot beach clean,TAP, 
2pm meet at golf course car park

For details visit  www.thinkabout-
plastic-arran.co.uk

Eco music day joins in
A National Chamber Mu-
sic Day is one of the events 
tying in with the big Arran 
beach clean-up.

It is the fi rst time Ar-
ran has been involved in 
the music day and violin-
ists Elspeth Luke and Emi-
ly Carr-Martin have been 
visiting local schools and 
communities with a new 
‘green themed’ interactive 
performance written by 
composer Matilda Brown.

Organisations and people 
from across the island are 
joining forces over the next 
two weekends to clean Ar-
ran’s beaches.

The Arran-wide beach 
clean is part of the Ma-
rine Conservation Socie-
ty’s Great British Beach 
Clean and, for the fi rst 
time, will give Arran its 
own local data about the 
type and quantity of lit-
ter on its coastline. Think 
About Plastic-Arran (TAP) 
will collate the data for Ar-
ran before it is sent to the 
society to be added to na-
tional and international in-
formation banks.

Beach cleans are being 
organised by village or-
ganisations which regular-
ly clean beaches, with TAP 
stepping in where dates 
have not been possible for 

some villages. COAST and 
the National Chamber Mu-
sic Day are leading a novel 
beach clean with the plas-
tic items found then being 
made into musical instru-
ments (see below). Lamlash 
Improvements and Whiting 
Bay Improvements are also 
leading beach cleans. Arran 
Kayak Club will be collect-
ing fl oating litter from the 
kayaks which will be ac-
companying competitors 
during their race around 
Holy Isle on September 22.

The beach clean events 
will kick off with a free, 
illustrated talk at 7.30pm 
on Friday September 14 
at Lamlash Church Hall 
by Tara Proud of the Ma-
rine Conservation Socie-
ty (Scotland) entitled Tack-
ling Plastic Pollution in 
Scotland’s Seas. Coast-

guard station offi cer Fio-
na Laing will introduce the 
evening with a short ses-
sion on what not to pick up 
on Arran’s beaches which 
will be of interest to anyone 
who sets foot on the Arran 
coastline.

TAP chairwoman Dr Hel-
en How said: ‘Arran is an 
island which is well-known 
for people working togeth-
er. This is a great opportu-
nity to make a difference 
and contribute to informa-
tion collection which will 
help both Arran and con-
tribute to the wider re-
search base. NAC have 
been very supportive, and 
we are thrilled that the Ma-
rine Conservation Society 
has chosen to come to Ar-
ran for these events.’

Children must be accom-
panied by an adult.

Full details of all the beach cleans

A National Chamber beach clean in Edinburgh. 

Taking place at the Lam-
lash Community Theatre 
today (Saturday) the eco 
music day will begin with a 
beach clean in conjunction 
with Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST) be-
tween 9am and 11am. 

Those taking part will 
meet at the COAST Octo-
pus Centre for the beach 
clean before a youth music 
workshop where, between 
11.30am and 1.30pm, par-

ticipants will be able to 
make music with some of 
the items retrieved from the 
beach.

Working in partnership 
with COAST, Music Arran, 
Eco Savvy and Arran Arts 
and Theatre Trust, violin-
ists Elspeth and Emily will 
then hold a concert at 2pm.

The event is  being held 
in Lamlash by Enterprise 
Music Scotland, which 
celebrates and promotes 

chamber music throughout 
Scotland. Spaces are lim-

ited – to book or fi nd out 
more contact: info@enter-

prisemusicscotland.com or 
telephone 07599 524 569.
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Sponsored by NFU Mutual
Campbeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite
on 01586 552 428 for your
insurance needs

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Tribute to Lady Jean 
at fundraising event

Lady Jean photographed at the Strabane fundraiser last 
year in what was to be her last public appearance. 

MG cars on display at the heritage museum
Arran Heritage Museum will once 
again play host to a fl eet of inter-
esting and exotic MG cars of vary-
ing vintage on the museum lawn this 
weekend.

As an added bonus, the talented Ar-
ran Jazz Café Band will be providing 
the musical accompaniment to set the 
tone for a relaxing, enjoyable and in-
formal afternoon.

Taking place today (Saturday) be-
tween 12.30pm and 3pm the exhibi-
tion by the owners will be the start 

of a three-day tour of Arran by the 
members of the MG Car Club Cale-
donian Centre.

Having previously hosted other MG 
car clubs, this will only be the second 
visit of the club to the island.

MG Car Club Caledonian Cen-
tre draws its members from all over 
Scotland, and many from England, 
and every year stages more than 20 
events, as well as joining in other 
classic car shows both in Britain and 
abroad.

 Such has been the popularity of this 
event that it was fully booked more 
than a year ago.

Models from this distinctive 
marque, from the 1930s to the rel-
atively recent, will be on display in 
all their grandeur. The museum tro-
phy for the best turned out car will be 
presented during the afternoon. This 
event is certain to appeal to the keen 
motorist and those with an appreci-
ation of automotive technology and 
fi ne engineering.

Arran Youth Foundations 
will pay tribute to Lady 
Jean Fforde when it hosts 
its annual fundraiser at 
Strabane House in Brodick 
on Saturday September 22.

The event, which has tak-
en place every year since 
2012 when Lady Jean fi rst 
offered to open her beauti-
ful gardens to raise funds 
for the group, will run from 
11am to 4pm.

Visitors will have the 
chance to enjoy home bak-
ing, teas, coffees, a grand 
raffl e and musical perfor-
mances from young people.

Donations can be made 
upon entry, and the char-
ity is hopeful of another 
successful event, not only 
to raise funds for the work 
it does with the island’s 
young people, but also to 
mark the passing of one of 
Arran’s best-loved fi gures.

Graeme Johnston, AYF’s 
youth work project man-
ager, said: ‘All of us at 
Arran Youth Foundations 
have lovely memories 
of Lady Jean, one of our 
greatest supporters, not 

least her fi nal public ap-
pearance at our open day 
in September 2017, just 
two weeks before she sad-
ly passed away.

‘Her incredible generos-
ity towards our organisa-

tion was best exemplifi ed 
in her request that there 
be a collection at her fu-
neral service to raise funds 
for AYF, a gesture we will 
never forget.

‘When we discussed 
fundraising plans for 2018 
with our committee and 
with the young people, 
everyone agreed that we 
wanted to continue with 
the tradition. 

‘When we approached 
Lady Jean’s son Charles 
and his wife Lynn, it be-
came clear that they had 
been thinking the same and 
they were touched at the 
thought.

‘We would love to see a 
good turnout next Saturday 
to remember Lady Jean 
and to raise funds for the 
group once again, some-
thing we know she would 
be delighted about.’
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Arran public urged to have 
say on local transport at  
community meeting
While most of the transport 
concerns in recent days 
have surrounded the fer-
ries, the public will have 
its chance to have a say on 
transport on Arran itself at 
a community gathering to 
be held next week.

It will be an opportunity 
for residents to suggest in-
novative solutions to over-
come the lack of commu-
nity connectivity on the 
island.

Arran Eco Savvy and Ar-
ran Locality Partnership are 
co-hosting the Arran Com-
munity Transport Gather-
ing at 6pm on Tuesday Sep-
tember 18 at the Ormidale 
Pavilion.  This event has 
been pulled together to ena-
ble local discussion around 
solutions for sustainable 
travel and transport on Ar-
ran.

With many problems be-
ing highlighted by resi-
dents on an ongoing basis 
the gathering seems neces-
sary for collective solutions 
as well as added insight 
from guest speaker Daniel 
Lafferty of Transport Scot-
land.

New car park at 
Dippen
The Arran Trust, the is-
land’s visitor gifting 
scheme, has been delight-
ed to continue its partner-
ship working with Forest-
ry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) on improving visitor 
access to some of the key 
areas of Arran.

FCS had built a forest 
road from Giants’ Graves 
for harvesting, and were 
able to link this to the pub-
lic road at High Kildonan.

There was a small road-
side layby at this point 
and with support from the 
Arran Trust to the tune of 
£3,377.84, FCS was able 
to  develop this area into a 
small car park at Dippen.

The project opens up a 

Margie Currie of 
the Arran Trust 

hands over a 
cheque for the 

Dippen car park 
work to Arran 
forester Andy 

Walker.

International country 
dance visitors at 
Brodick Church Hall
Brodick Church Hall resounded to much laugh-
ter and music recently when a coach load of danc-
ers from Brisbane and east coast cities of Australia, 
joined by friends from Hamburg, visited the Arran 
Scottish country dancing group.

The international group of visitors decided to pay 
their Scottish counterparts a visit after attending 
the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society Summer 
School in St Andrews.

Programme
The Arran group hosted the evening, putting on a 

programme of dances which included The Sleep-
ing Warrior, Reel of the Royal Scots, Goatfell Gal-
lop and Culla Bay, all places for which dances have 
been devised, as the visitors had been touring Scot-
land to dance in them.

Scottish country dance meetings will resume on 
Tuesday September 25, and are described as a fun 
way of exercising both body and mind. It is also in-
credibly social and a great opportunity to listen to 
music from bands from across the world.

Dancing takes place in the church hall from 7.30pm 
on Tuesday evenings and includes a tea break. Every-
one is welcome to join in and go and see what it is 
all about.

long distance recreation 
route giving more options 
to walkers, cyclists and 
pony trekkers as well as to 
those who want the option 
of sitting and enjoying the 
view.

Jude King, project man-
ager for Arran Eco Savvy, 
said: ‘Eco Savvy’s under-
pinning quest is to make 
Arran a greener and more 
sustainable island. Previ-
ous projects have predom-
inantly focused on waste, 
now focus is on energy ef-
fi ciency, but the more we 
analyse the island and what 
we need to become green-
er and more sustainable, 
the more we are pointed 
to improving transport and 
travel. Arran residents have 
already identifi ed the prob-
lems and we hope that all 
will attend this gathering to 
identify solutions, and po-
tential community facili-
tators and collaborators to 
ensure results.’

Councillor Ellen McMas-
ter, chairwoman of Arran 
Locality, reports that a lack 
of community transport 
was a consistent high pri-
ority theme which emerged 
from the series of island 
wide Locality Partnership 
roadshows held earlier this 
year.  Transport is one of 
the key priorities of the Ar-
ran Locality Partnership 

along with social isolation 
and housing. People ex-
pressed deep concern that 
continuing lack of com-
munity transport options, 
supplementary to the pres-
ent strategic level of ferries 
and buses, is hampering the 
connectivity of communi-
ties on the island and the 
ability of all ages to have 
access to work, leisure, ac-
tivities and services such as 
post offi ces, GPs and gen-
eral shops. They recognise 
that this lack of community 
transport affects all aspects 
of island life and is a root 
cause of social isolation for 
many in more remote com-
munities.

It will also provide oppor-
tunity for Transport Scot-
land to note, as a part of 
its consultation for the Na-
tional Transport Plan for 
the next 20 years, the is-
land-specifi c travel and 
transport issues faced by is-
landers on a daily basis. 

‘We hope many of the 
community will be able to 
attend as it is open to all,’ 
Jude added. Light refresh-
ments will be provided.
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Editorial

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Thought for the week

Ferry chaos
An open letter to Cal-
Mac MD Robbie Drum-
mond: Please explain how 
you will fi x the Arran fer-
ry mess?
Sir,
The unrelenting series of 
ferry breakdowns is now 
doing real harm to Arran. 
Surely enough is enough?

The staff and crew at the 
sharp end of CalMac are 
trying their very best. Se-
riously. Every encoun-
ter I have had with staff 
has been positive. They 
are struggling with break-
downs and older vessels. 
No relief in sight.

As the Arran Banner re-
ported, the delays of MV 
Glen Sannox are laid bare. 
Even when commissioned 
and in service, the new ship 
is too big and will have 
that long-known problem 
of not getting into Ardros-
san when there is a strong 
breeze, and diverting to 
Gourock.

On August 25, after an 
earlier torrid week of fer-
ry chaos and stranded fam-
ilies, the Arran Banner 
were kind enough to pub-
lish a letter asking CalMac 
MD Robbie Drummond 
for a reply and answers to 
some questions that island-
ers have. To date there has 
been no response.

Yesterday, Sunday Sep-
tember 9, I was worried 
sick as my friends and their 
two young children tried 
to get back to the main-
land and found the last fer-
ry out of Brodick had been 
cancelled. This young cou-
ple were sent to Lochran-
za where the crew were 
good enough to work late 
and help get stranded vis-
itors off of the island. But 
instead of a 10-minute 
trip from Ardrossan Win-
ton Pier, to their Kilwin-
ning home, my friends had 
to borrow a car and drive, 

with two young children 
from Claonaig for three 
hours and didn’t get home 
until after midnight. The 
kids were upset and ex-
hausted.

This experience is being 
repeated a 100 times with 
dozens of friends, families,  
visitors and islanders be-
ing left deserted or utterly 
stressed out each time Cal-
Mac HQ and senior man-
agement fail to run the life-
line ferry service as per 
their contractual obliga-
tion. The company appears 
close to implosion.

Some people on the Ar-
ran Community Forum 
Facebook pages actually 
think this is funny but the 
majority don’t. This relent-
less CalMac nightmare is 
now having serious impli-
cations on Arran. Our own 
small efforts are focused 
on renovating a closed 
down hotel. That will cre-
ate six new jobs. We have a 
group of friends who have 
enjoyed re-opening closed 
businesses for 20 years. 

We already have the next 
project on Arran lined up. 
Okay, it may only be eight 
more new jobs, but after 
a while these things can 
make a positive difference.

Unfortunately, the Cal-
Mac senior management 
are not able to solve their 
appalling ship failures.

Each time, the CalMac 
MD goes home to a warm 
bed whilst he leaves his 
staff to pick up the pieces 
and deal with visitors be-
ing stranded on Arran, or 
left deserted at Ardrossan. 

Worse, the evident ina-
bility of CalMac’s manag-
ing director to get a grip of 
his remit will cost jobs on 
Arran. Our own moderate 
effort will be impacted if 
CalMac fail to sort out this 
crisis. 

Our next Arran project is 
now on hold until we see 
if CalMac can repair their 

lifeline ferry service.
Consequently, might I 

ask the CalMac MD either 
comes to a public meeting 
in Brodick, or at the very 
least, replies to concerns 
about his ferry failures and 
his plans to fi x them via the 
Arran Banner? After read-
ing some of the anger on 
internet sites last night, Mr 
Drummond could be for-
given for not wishing to 
attend a very robust town 
hall-style meeting on the 
island. But if he contin-
ues to ignore people whose 
livelihoods depend on a re-
liable lifeline ferry service, 
two things will happen.

One, there will be a for-
mal request to invoke the 
termination/penalty proto-
cols of the October 1, 2016 
CalMac lifeline ferry con-
tract (eight-year duration) 
and secondly, the case we 
won in the CalMac dispute 
between 2005 and 2006 
will be re-opened. Whilst 
the EU ruling is now moot 
because of Brexit, the tran-
sitional enabling UK legis-
lation is still competent to 
progress.

I am trying to retire back 
home at Corrie and San-
nox, but this ferry mess is 
the worst I have known in 
all of my life.

CalMac is paid 
£100,000,000 in subsi-
dies every year and had a 
£3,500,000 bung last week 
to fi x the ageing vessels. If 
Robbie Drummond cannot 
remedy this mess and re-
fuses to explain his solu-
tion to islanders, then time 
to employ a new managing 
director.

Yours,
Russ McLean,
Sannox.

Follow the money
Sir,
I note that the shipbuild-
ers have made a somewhat 
spirited defence of the late 
delivery of the new Arran 

ferry, as reported in last 
week’s Banner.

It seems they are in dis-
pute with the paymasters. I 
don’t know the details, but 
perhaps we should follow 
the advice given by Deep 
Throat to Woodward and 
Bernstein during the Wa-
tergate investigation: Fol-
low the money?

Yours,
Tony D’Arcy
London

Ferry fiasco
Sir,
Once again I feel moved 
to write to the Banner con-
cerning the new MV Glen 
Sannox.

Had I known that a pub-
lic meeting was being con-
vened, I would surely have 
attended. I would have 
had some pertinent ques-
tions for the yard repre-
sentatives, a few of which 
I would now pose together 
with some remarks on the 
report of the meeting.

At the outset, the con-
tract for the vessels would 
require an agreed  car-
dinal date programme 
(CDP) showing key dates 
of construction and outfi t-
ting together with deliv-
ery dates after trials. This 
programme normally also 
indicates when stage pay-
ments are due.

So, has a new CDP been 
agreed between owner and 
builder without the applica-
tion of late delivery penal-
ties? If so, the yard is in the 
clear, providing of course 
that it adheres to the new 
programme. But have they?

What stage payments 
have been made and how 
did they match with the 
original CDP? I understand 
that the yard as part of the 
contract were obliged to 
lodge a £50m performance 
bond; what is the status of 
this now and is there a dan-
ger of it being called?

Mr Dunn claimed that 

99 per cent fabrication of 
Glen Sannox had been 
completed. This is mean-
ingless unless a commen-
surate amount of outfi tting 
is complete which as I have 
stated should be refl ected 
in the CDP.

Mr Morgan  alluded to 
the bulbous bow ‘being re-
quested’ - by whom? The 
bulbous bow will be nec-
essary as an element of the 
underwater hull form such 
that the vessel will achieve 
its contract speed of 18 
knots and would be defi ned 
at model tank tests prior 
to detailed design. What 
changed?

A recurring theme seems 
to have been ‘these ves-
sels are prototypes’. Gas 
powered technology is not 
new and safety of life at sea 
(SOLAS) fully covers the 
regulations to be applied.

Yes, I know the Marine 
and Coastguard Agency can 
be diffi cult in the applica-
tion of these and will also 
be on a learning curve. The 
yard would be well aware 
of this and of their own de-
sign responsibilities.

These vessels (we hear 
nothing of the second) 
owe more to the altar of 
the Scottish Government’s 
green agenda. Some hope!

Gas transported all the 
way from the far east, tank-
ered by road from Tilbury 
to some as yet defi ned stor-
age facility adjacent to the 
appropriate Scottish termi-
nal, ending up propelling a 
hull form more akin to that 
of a bulk carrier and at a 
speed well in excess of the 
present vessels on the route.

Do I smell a contingency 
plan for the new Glen San-
nox to operate out of Troon 
without detriment to the 
time on passage?

Yours,
Norman Brown,
Feguson Shipbuilders
1964-96,
Largs and Brodick.

‘My salvation and my hon-
our depend on God; he is my 
mighty rock, my refuge. Trust 
in him at all times, you peo-
ple; pour out your hearts to 
him, for God is our refuge.’  
Psalm 62:7

Too little too late
There is no doubt is has 
been a diffi cult week for 
the travelling public on Ar-
ran – and that means just 
about everyone.

A ‘perfect storm’ of cir-
cumstances has almost 
brought the island to its 
knees and left CalMac with 
not just one, but a whole 
series of headaches.

Yes, everyone is unhap-
py – they want someone 
to blame. So where should 
they go? To the Scottish 
Government, who has ulti-
mately responsible for run-
ning and paying for the 
ferry service, and to Trans-
port Scotland to whom the 
ship owners CMAL and 
operator CalMac report.

They do not go on so-
cial media and rant with no 
care for the facts. 

Worse, the frontline fer-
ry staff – who we wish to 
state publicly here have 
done a sterling job in ex-
tremely diffi cult circum-
stances – have also faced 
the ire of the ignorant.

We could go on, but the 
bottom line is this. This 
‘perfect storm’ of circum-
stances is no fl uke – it has 
been coming for months, 
years as the CalMac fl eet is 
just too old, which means 
there can be no quick fi x.

CalMac is now looking 
for boats in Scandinavia to 
help plug the gap until the 
MV Glen Sannox and her 
sister ship can be brought 
into service in a year’s 
time. But it’s all a bit too 
little too late.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we 
endeavour to ensure all our 
reports are fair and accurate and 
comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 

Press policyA whiff of scandal
Sir,
Since arriving here some 
eight years ago I have at-
tempted to keep a low pro-
fi le and live a life like a 
bastion of moral rectitude.

There have been a few 
slips ups like the unfor-
tunate incident involving 
myself and a bottle of malt 
whisky at the Highland 
games a few years ago but 
that is all in the past now 
and everyone has forgiv-
en and forgotten except for 
that Kenny Morrison who 
keeps reminding me and 
says there is a video of the 
whole debacle. Thanks a 
lot, Kenny.

My life as a paragon of 
virtue was going swim-
mingly, well beneath Ar-
ran’s critical radar, but now 
I fi nd myself vilifi ed and 
my standing besmirched by 
allegations that I have sup-
plied a substance deemed 
to be illegal to an individ-
ual now cast with me into 
the abyss of loneliness as 
deviant miscreants incom-
patible with fi ne upstand-
ing Arran society.

Yes, I did supply a gen-
erous amount of my famed 
compost to a gentleman 
from the West Mayish area 
of Brodick, and yes, I was 
aware that this was for the 
purpose of competing in 
the legendary Brodick Golf 
Club sunfl ower competi-
tion. 

This gentleman, who 
shall remain nameless, tri-

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

umphed spectacularly but 
his fall from grace was 
propelled by a female fam-
ily member telling her twin 
sister where the plant’s sus-
tenance was sourced and, 
as we all know only too 
well, if two people know a 
secret on Arran then every-
one knows.

I understand that I am 
now personna non grata 
and will never be able to 
show my face in Brodick 
Golf Club again and will 
no longer attract even des-
ultory waves from big men 
in big motors. Life is cruel.

I can only beg for forgive-
ness and add that if anyone 
wants any of my famed 
compost next year then it’s 
gonna cost you pal!

Yours,
Colin Guthrie,
Brodick.

Heartfelt thanks
Sir,
For the fi rst time in my 
long life, my car broke 
down a half-mile south of 
the Brodick ferry termi-
nal on Sunday Septem-
ber 2, about 10 o’clock. I 
got immediate help from 
a young lady (Lorna) and 
her husband in phoning the 
AA and police. I was crest-
fallen and badly in need of 
help.

The police car, driven by 
Colin, arrived on the scene 
quickly, followed by An-
gus Lambie with his break-
down lorry. The old Oc-
tavia was winched on to 

the lorry. Colin drove me 
back to my good friends to 
Kings Cross with my lug-
gage and even rescued my 
reading glasses later from 
the car at Lambie’s.

On Tuesday at 1.30pm I 
phoned Mr Lambie to es-
tablish the progress in re-
placing a new clutch unit.

‘It’s ready,’ he said. I was 
nearly speechless – but re-
ally so grateful at such as-
tonishing service.  I jumped 
on a bus to collect my car 
which now runs perfectly.

What better place to 
break down than the Isle of 
Arran. A prime example of 
the spirit and character of 
Arran people. All so will-
ing to help me – and my 
extra three days on the is-
land were just marvellous 
in fi nding new walks in ex-
cellent weather.

My heartfelt thanks to all 
who turned my ‘disaster’ in 
to a very fi ne experience.

Yours,
Edward Jackson,
Glasgow.

Brodick bake off
Sir,
Through your column, 
may I please reply to the 
letter published in last 
week’s edition from Joan-
na Lumley of Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

Joanna’s letter was ask-
ing readers to become in-
volved in Macmillan Can-
cer Support’s World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning. I 
would like to make readers 

aware, that my colleagues 
and I at Café Rosaburn, 
at the heritage museum in 
Brodick, are already plan-
ning to host a fantastic cof-
fee morning as part of this 
on Friday September 28 
from 9am to 11am.

We are currently very 
busy planning lots of deli-
cious cakes and bakes for 
the day.

There will also be fun 
games, including a ‘bake-
off’ on the day that wel-
comes anyone to bring 
along their own cake or 
bake to be in with a chance 
of being crowned Café 
Rosaburn’s star baker.

Tickets are already avail-
able in the café for our 
grand raffl e, with lots of 
wonderful prizes to be 
won. The raffl e will be 
drawn during the coffee 
morning.

Could we kindly ask your 
readers to save the date and 
come along on the day to 
help us raise as much as we 
can for this worthy cause.

Yours,
Eileen Gregg,
Café Rosaburn.

Critical role books still play

Celeste Noche at Innerpe-
� ray Library, Scotland’s 
oldest free public library. 

The September exhibition 
at the Brodick Library is a 
photographic display with 
the apt title of Scotland in 
Books by Celeste Noche.

Celeste is a Filipino 
American photographer 
from San Francisco, Cal-
ifornia, who is living in 
Portland, Oregon. She 
graduated from Stanford 
University with degrees 
in English Literature and 
Ancient Greek — neither 
of which have really come 
in handy for her as a pho-
tographer now. She cur-
rently freelances and spe-
cialises in documentary 
food, travel, and portrai-
ture.

Scotland in Books was 
inspired by her visit to 
Wigtown, Scotland’s na-
tional book town in Dum-
fries and Galloway. In 
2017 she completed a 

three-month artist resi-
dency in the town, during 
which she travelled around 
the country photographing 
second-hand bookshops, 
libraries, and private col-
lections.

Explore
In this age of ever-in-

creasing digitisation, she 
wanted to explore the ways 
in which we continue to 
make and keep space for 
books, and was delighted 
to visit Arran during one of 
her fi rst research trips. 

Although her visit to the 
island was brief, her visits 
to local homes, preserved 
collections at Brodick Cas-
tle, seeing the mobile li-
brary in action, and fi nding 
books for sale at the chan-
dlery all reinforced the idea 
that physical books contin-
ue to play a critical role in 
our daily lives.
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Accordion orchestra puts 
the squeeze on Arran
The Jimmy Blair Accordi-
on Orchestra will be under-
taking what it calls its fi rst 
‘overseas concert’ when it 
performs on Arran later this 
month.

Based in Renfrew the 
Jimmy Blair Accordion Or-
chestra is conducted and 
led by world famous and 
internationally renowned 
accordionist Gary Blair, 
whose father Jimmy Blair 
founded the original or-
chestra in the 1970s. The Jimmy Blair 

Accordion Orchestra 
will perform a wide 

range of music during 
its visit to Arran later 

this month. 

Whilst the members have 
changed over the years the 
orchestra has continued to 
entertain audiences far and 
wide although this will be 
the fi rst time it has visited 
Arran.

The orchestra will be 
performing at The Arran 
Lodge, Altachorvie, Lam-
lash on Saturday Septem-
ber 29, from 7.30pm fol-
lowed by a performance at 
the PHT in Lamlash from 
4pm to 6pm on Sunday 

September 30, for anyone 
that can’t make the concert.

Playing a wide range of 
music from Scottish, clas-
sical, sing-along to folk, 
there is bound to be some-
thing for everyone.

Tickets for the concert are 
available from the Book 
and Card Centre in Brod-
ick at £7.50 for adults and 
£5 for concession and chil-
dren.

Corrie Film Club presents...
Insyriated

(Cert 15, 83 mins)
Corrie Film Club’s next of-
fering is a fast moving and 
cleverly orchestrated thrill-
er about the reality of life 
as a civilian in modern-day 
Damascus, explored in 
gripping and visceral detail 
by director Philippe Van 
Leeuw.

The streets are a war zone, 
with a barricaded doorway 
providing the only pro-
tection from the threat of 
deadly bombs and sniper 
fi re. One day, an ominous 
knock on the door signals 

that their time in hiding is 
almost up. And when the 
world outside fi nally bursts 
in, Oum Yazan is forced to 
make a terrible sacrifi ce in 
order to protect those she 
loves.

Tense and immersive, it is 
a powerful and timely por-
trait of the everyday fi ght 
for survival in war-torn 
Syria. 

See this fi lm in Corrie and 
Sannox Village Hall tomor-
row (Sunday) at 8pm. En-
try to non-members is free 
but a donation towards hall 
funds would welcome.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Come along to see a fascinating display ofclassic
MG cars of varying ages. on displayon the museum

 lawn, and meet their owners,members of the MG Car 
Club Caledonian Centre on their � rst Arran 3 day tour.

The Arran Jazz Café Band will be entertaining
throughout the afternoon. 

Museum and Tearoom open all day 
10.30am to 4.30pm.

on Saturday 15th September from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm at Rosaburn, Brodick.

on Saturday 15th September from 
MG CAR RALLY

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

Arran Musicians at The Brodick Bar
Saturday 15 September 9pm 

Joni Keen Duo 
exquisite jazz standards with a unique take 

Friday 21 September 9pm 

Fat Man & The Angel 
subtle blend of percussion & the haunting sounds of 

Heather Macleod’s electro harp 

Every Tuesday at 9pm 

Traditional Music Sessions - all welcome 
Plus coming soon 

Friday 12 October 

RANT 
The all girl Shetland � ddlers featured 

at Celtic Connections

Brodick Bar & Brasserie
Alma Road, Brodick. 01770 302169
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Decking at The Douglas
The Douglas Hotel has been given planning permis-
sion to complete the new area of decking at the front 
of the hotel in Brodick.

Premission was given, in part retrospectively, as 
work on the decking started last year as it was orgin-
ally planned as a seating area for the short-lived 
Douglas Deli.

It will now be used as an extension to the popular 
hotel terrace. A design statement, which accompanied 
the application, said:  ‘Although the proposed terrace 
extension is not expansive it will provide addition-
al outdoor space for the public and hotel users, along 
with additional refuse amenities.

‘Using metal railings to match the existing and a 
non-slip plank, the terrace will subtly blend in with 
its surroundings and provide an additional outdoor 
activity space with stunning views across the Firth of 
Clyde towards Goatfell.’

Masterplan to 
help fight Arran
coastal flooding

Councillor Jim Montgomerie with the Ayrshire Shoreline Management Plan and the northern hills of Arran in the 
background. 

A masterplan to protect Ar-
ran’s shoreline – as part of 
a larger Ayrshire Shoreli 
ne Management Plan – has 
been approved by North 
Ayrshire Council’s cabinet.

The plan, developed in 
partnership with North Ayr-
shire and South Ayrshire 
councils, offers a large-
scale assessment of the 

risks to the people of Arran 
and Ayrshire, and its histor-
ic and natural environment, 
from coastal fl ooding and 
erosion, and identifi es suit-
able policies for the man-
agement of these risks.

The plan covers the entire 
Ayrshire mainland coast-
line from Skelmorlie in the 
north to the northern shore 

of Loch Ryan in the south, 
as well as the coasts of Ar-
ran and Great Cumbrae.

On Arran the shore-
line management policies 
and measures are divid-
ed into four main sub-cells 
which are then further di-
vided into smaller policy 
units. The main sub-cells 
are; Lochranza to Clauch-
lands, Clauchlands Point 
to Kingscross Point, King-
cross Point to Drumadoon 
Point and Drumadoon 
Point to Lochranza.

Councillor Jim Mont-
gomerie, cabinet member 
for place, said: ‘The Ayr-
shire coastline is a huge-
ly important asset and 
it’s crucial that we have a 
proper plan in place to en-
sure it remains that way.

‘In the years to come, 
this plan will play a key 
role in the efforts to en-
sure our shoreline can be 
enjoyed by future genera-
tions.’

A series of consultation 
events were held across 
North Ayrshire earlier this 

year to give local residents 
a closer look at the propos-
als and the chance to have 
their say.

Taking on board the pub-
lic’s comments, the updat-
ed shoreline plan was ap-
proved by the NAC cabinet 
on Tuesday September 4. It 
set out the policies on how 
to manage risks from fl ood-
ing as well as identifying 
opportunities to maintain 
and improve the coastal en-
vironment.

The plan also identifi es 
the need for a number of 
feasibility studies to be car-
ried out over the coming 
years to examine the lev-
el of risk to some parts of 
North Ayrshire’s coastline.

These include various lo-
cations on Arran – between 
Lochranza and Sannox to 
Brodick; Whiting Bay; and 
Machrie Bay to Lochranza.

It can be viewed online 
at www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk/community-safe-
ty/fl ooding/ayrshire-shore-
l ine-management-plan.
aspx

BOOK ONLINE £25 PER NIGHT

www.brodickbunkhouse.co.uk
sleep@brodickbunkhouse.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram
Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram

telephone : 01770 302 968

WARM WELCOME
SERVING TEA, COFFEE
Delicious Home Baking
‘Arran Larder’ BAR MEALS
SHARING PLATTERS
ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

F O O D  S E R V E D
EACH DAY UNTIL 9.30PM

ALWAYS A GENUINE
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

2018
INDEPENDENT HOTEL OF THE YEAR
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10 extravagant places to dine... 

SPECIAL 
LUXURY 
ISSUE
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A fitting finale for the McLellan Arts festival
The McLellan Arts Festival has again been a 
whirlwind 10 days, ending last Sunday with 
a spirited performance of  Puccini’s Messe 
di Gloria under the experienced baton of 
Alec Crow.

This concert, which included additional 
items from the summer school students, was 
much appreciated by the audience – as have 
been all performances during this festival 
including the opera gala last Friday night, 
the compelling, imaginative and, at times, 
powerful theatre from the drama students of 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Cor-
rie and Sannox Village Hall last Saturday.

Then there was the thoughtful and mov-
ing forum with Howard Wood, the interest-

ing fi lm, Tommy’s Honour, the fascination 
in James McEnaney’s  talk, the beauty of the 
sacred music and  the voice of John Sillars 
in Corrie Church as well as the warmth and 
quality of this year’s poet, Sinead Morris-
sey.

This festival was among the best the is-
land has had and, as always thanks are due 
to the many who contributed to its success. 
Special thanks to Sue and Ian McKinley for 
generous support of the summer school and 
to Alec Crowe and Peter Wilson for tutoring 
the students.

In addition, thanks were made to all those 
who performed – including local performers 
Angus Adamson, Arran Dawn, Drambus-

Howard Wood talking about his Goldman Environmental 
Award at the Clamjamfry.  

Sinead Morrissey reading her 
work at poetry night. 

Royal Conservatoire students performing Searching for a Sunny Day which deals with 
dementia. 

The McLellan Festival Chorus  in full voice during the � nal concert. 

Students performing Stucken Moon, a part murder 
mystery, part treatment about mental health. 
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A fitting finale for the McLellan Arts festival
ters, Stuart Gough, Tim Pomeroy, John Sil-
lars and Bethany Walsh.

To Cicely Gill and David Underdown for 
organising the poetry competition, the Roy-
al Conservatoire of Scotland and Kathar-
ine O’Donnelly for organising Drama Live, 
Auchrannie Resort and The Douglas Hotel 
for their generous donations,The Book and 
Card Shop for so kindly handling tickets, 
Arran Banner for coverage, Arran Events for 
online ticketing, Arran Lodge for providing 
superb accommodation, Corrie Church, KA 
Leisure and Community Theatre, Whiting 
Bay Village Hall, Corrie and Sannox Vil-
lage Hall and  Brodick Library for excellent 
venues and service, Colin Guthrie for gener-

ous provision of accommodation, Josephine 
Broekhuizen and Asja Baumgartner for de-
licious catering, Angie Fisher and Christine 
Drennan for ceilidh meringues, Sarah Cook 
and Kilmory Community Bus for transport-
ing students.

Also Eileen Kerr and Margaret Wright for 
events management, front of house volun-
teers from the McLellan Festival Steering 
Group and, of course, grateful thanks to all 
those warm and appreciative people who at-
tended the performances. If anyone would 
like to join the McLellan Arts Festival steer-
ing group or become involved please email 
Heather at  gough.carlo@btinternet.com or 
phone 01770 302670.           Heather Gough

Drama students performing Wilf and the Whale about plastics waste and the impact of 
humans on the earth. 

The McLellan Festival Chorus  in full voice during the � nal concert. 

The summer school students perform on the � nal night. 01_B37mclellan07
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Society hears of world’s 
first savings bank

Kay Kingstone from the Scottish Savings Bank Museum at Ruthwell. 

Members of the Arran His-
torical Society welcomed 
Kay Kingstone of the Scot-
tish Savings Bank Museum 
at Ruthwell near Dumfries 
for an informative talk on 
the history of the savings 
bank and its founder, the 
Reverend Henry Duncan 
at their August meeting in 
Brodick Hall.

Rev Henry Duncan was 
born in Lochrutton in Kirk-
cudbrightshire in 1774, 
the son of the parish min-
ister. He was 16 years of 
age when he had to decide 
what his interests were and 
what profession, if any, 
he would take up. He fi rst 
went to St Andrews Uni-
versity but left after two 
sessions. 

He then got an appren-
ticeship in a commercial 
bank in Liverpool but this 
did not suit him either, and 

he came back home after a 
couple of years.

He then decided to be-
come a minister and went 
to Glasgow and Edinburgh 
Universities for six years 
to get the necessary educa-
tion. His patron had him or-
dained as minister near his 
home at the parish of Ruth-
well in 1799 at the age of 
25.

In 1810 Rev Duncan 
opened the world’s fi rst 
commercial savings bank 
in his parish to cater for 
the parishioners who would 
not usually have access to 
established banks. At the 
time banks only catered 
for those with substan-
tial wealth. His bank was 
a great success and was 
eventually copied by others 
locally before spreading all 
over Britain and across the 
world.

Many of the reverend’s 
exploits are recorded in the 
Scottish Savings Bank Mu-
seum at Ruthwell, which 
provides an insight into his 
enquiring mind which em-
braced issues ranging from 
historical to social and sci-
entifi c issues.

Rev Duncan’s life end-
ed rather tragically. Having 
joined the free church dur-
ing the church disruption in 
1843, he was then barred 
from his parish. He died 
soon afterwards and before 
the new free church build-
ing was completed. His 
grave is unmarked.

The next society meet-
ing  is on Monday Septem-
ber 17 at 2pm in Brodick 
Hall when Bob Tomlinson 
will talk about his life in 
journalism. He was, at one 
time, ‘The Hon Man’ for 
the Sunday Post.

Arran Sportive is back for third time
A major charity cycle event 
will descend on Arran 
again this weekend.

The Arran Sportive, 
which raises funds for 
Ocean Youth Trust Scot-
land, is now in its third year 
and more than 140 cyclists 
have signed up this year.

The event is being held 
today (Saturday) with its 
base at the Ormidale Pavil-
ion in Brodick with a 9am 
start. Residents and visitors 
should be aware that the is-
land roads will be particu-
larly busy with cyclists. 

Participants taking part in a previous event. 

Being a sportive the event 
is non-competitive.

However, it is a challeng-
ing open road event which 
covers 56 miles (90km), a 
full island loop with 1,300 
metres of climbing. The 
route starts and fi nishes in 
Brodick going anti-clock-
wise around the island.

The event is organised 
by and is entirely in aid of 
youth development chari-
ty Ocean Youth Trust Scot-
land. All proceeds of the 
event will go directly to the 
charity to help it deliver its 

life-changing Adventure 
under Sail to young people 
from disadvantaged back-
grounds.

At Arran Community 
Council last week mem-
bers agreed it was one of 
the better organised events 
staged on the island.

And organisers have is-
sued a list of rules to par-
ticipants. These include:  
‘Please remember that the 
Arran Sportive is non-com-
petitive and therefore not 
a race. Please ensure you 
act accordingly when par-

ticipating. You will be rid-
ing on open public roads 
alongside other traffi c so 
it is essential for your own 
safety, and that of all oth-
er road users, that you 
comply with all traffi c and 
Highway Code regulations.

‘Route marshals are there 
only to indicate the direc-
tion of the route. Marshals 
cannot and will not stop 
traffi c. You are responsible 
for your own safe and legal 
passage through all junc-
tions, turns, traffi c lights, 
etc.’

They say there will be a 
sweep of the course at the 

end of the race which will 
be fi nished by 5pm.



Every day
Brodick Mini Golf                                                                      Open 7days, 9am - 7pm, ALL weather                    
Brodick Castle, garden only                                                       Open 9am-dusk
Cafe and Isle be Wild                                                                  Brodick Castle, 10am - 5pm 
Soap making and candle dipping                                             Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm 
Arran Heritage Museum                                                           Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm 
Arran Brewery                                                       Mon-Saturday,10.30am - 5pm, Tours at 11am and 
                                                                                             Sunday,12:30pm - 5.00pm  Tour at 2pm                                                                                                                                       
 

Saturday 15th September
Flow Yoga                                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Sportive                                                                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am start
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm
Arran Highland Dancers                                                  Arran High School Games Hall, 11am - 1pm 
Lamlash Splash Lamlash Pier, 11.30am
MG Cars Day                                                     Arran Heritage Museum, Brodick, 12.30pm - 3.30pm                        
Rink Game                                                                                                 Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Rinks Bowls                                                                                    Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Number 16 Restaurant  Pop-up Dining Experience           Arran Lodge at Altachorvie, 5.30pm - 9pm
Live Music - Shindig Pladda                          Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live Music - Slider - Hits from U2, Police, Biffy Clyro & much more              The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm 
Live Music - Joni keen Duo                                                                                       Brodick Bar, 9pm
Over 21s’ Disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 16th September
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
Live Music - Biff Simpson                                     Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm 
Live Music -  Hugh Clinton & Debbie Campbell                                             The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                    Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Number 16 Restaurant  Pop-up Dining Experience           Arran Lodge at Altachorvie, 5.30pm - 9pm
Folk Music Session                                                                                Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 17th September
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult Tennis                                                                                                     Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Circuit Training                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm
Summer Bridge, visitors welcome                                   Arran High School, 6.15pm for 6.30pm start
Rink Game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.15pm
Tae Kwon Do, Adults and over 10s,                                         Brodick Church Hall, 7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live Music -  Fatman                                      Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm -10.30pm

Tuesday 18th September
Healthy Outdoors Team                                     Brodick Country Park Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
Castle Garden Walk                                                 Brodick Castle and Country Park, 2pm - 3.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls                                                                                       Bowling Club, 2pm
Technology with Duan Bruce                                                         Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                   Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 6pm
Trev’s Pop Music Quiz                                                                           Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Traditional Music Sessions                                                                                        Brodick Bar, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 19th September
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                          Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Brodick Gardens Volunteers                                          Brodick Castle and Country Park,10am -1pm
Arran Elderly Forum                                                   Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30 am for 11am

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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Chair Yoga                                                                              St Molio’s Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
Archives and Genealogy Service   Arran Heritage Museum,10.30am -12.30pm &1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dog Classes                                                                                   Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm                       
Arran Pace Makers Running Group Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                               Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Rink Game                                                                              Brodick Bowling Club, 6.15pm
Arran Hockey Club – Seniors (12 yrs +)                             Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7pm - 8pm              
Tae Kwondo                                                             Advanced Juniors & Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                      Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live Music - Tim Pomeroy                             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm -10.30pm                                                                                                         
Family Friendly Pub Quiz                                                                                 PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Ouiz Night                                                                                            Drift Inn, Lamlash 9pm
Rock ’n’ Pop Bingo                                                                          Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 20th September
Morning fi tness                                                       Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga                                                                        Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                                  11.30am and 2.30pm
A.C. L. I. Volunteer Gardening Day                     Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Lingo Flamingo, Spanish, Pablo Illera                             Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Castle Time Travellers  Brodick  Castle and Country Club,  2pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club                                                       Whiting Bay Lesser Hall, 2pm
Quilt Arran                                                                                   Fire station, Lamlash, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult Tennis                                                                                            Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Arran Soul Choir                                       Community Theatre, Arran High School, 7pm - 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                      Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Body Blitz                                                                  Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Tommy’s General Knowledge Quiz                                              Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Friday 21st September
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                  Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                       Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
McLellan Arts Festival - Opera Gala Night                   Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7.30pm
Friday Night Quiz                                                       Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Live Music - Mike Edwards                           Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live Music - Fatman and The Angel                                                               Brodick Bar, 9pm
Live Music - Midtown Riot, rock covers & their own folk-rock pop material   The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm     

Saturday 22nd September
Flow Yoga                                                                            Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am  
Brodick Castle From the Outside – A guided historic tour                    11.00am, 1.30pm and 3.30pm  
Arran Youth Foundations Fundraiser                           Strabane House, Brodick, 11am - 4pm          
Rink Game                                                                                  Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Rinks Bowls                                                                         Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
RNLI Shop Open                                                     Lifeboat Station, Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
2 for 1 Fish and Chips                                      Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 5pm - 6pm
Family Bingo Night                                                                               Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm
Live Music -  Mic Clark                         Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live Music - Midtown Riot, rock covers & their own folk-rock pop material   The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm     
Live Music - Joni keen Duo                                                                                       Brodick Bar, 9pm
Over 21s’ Disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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krisp print

Main Street/Longrow South, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554975
www.krispprint.co.uk
email: staff@krispprint.co.uk

Main Street/Longrow South, 

Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Furniture ranges available for home delivery 

including Habitat and Schreiber made to measure 

furniture. Full planning, design and installation 

service throughout Argyll, Lochaber & the Islands for 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms. 

No other major or minor supplier comes close to the 

design and installation service we offer. Combine 

this with our guarantees & fi nancial services and 

there is no reason to look elsewhere. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.

We will price

match and better by

10% 

any comparable written 

quotation on any of

our showroom 

ranges. 
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Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family � rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream � oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge as soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reduce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and arti� cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) � avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer than 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from strong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the milk within three days or the 

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the south 

of the island. 
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Campbeltown Road, Tarbert PA29 6SXTel: 01880 821 554

stay@stonefi eldfarmholidays.co.ukwww.stonefi eldfarmholidays.co.uk

Coffee Shop
Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local meats along with fresh fi sh.
Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Farm Shop
Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.
Wigwams
Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Rural Skills
Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information
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While the mean tempera-
ture for August was a cou-
ple of degrees lower than 
July, the mean tempera-
ture this August was identi-
cal to the mean temperature 
of last August. This Au-
gust was drier than last Au-
gust with about 20 per cent 
less rain. The relatively 
dry summer continued. To-
wards the end of the month, 
with slightly lower temper-
atures, there was just a hint 
of the approach of autumn.

Having said that, sum-
mer visitors were still to 
the fore including: a swift 
over Torrylinnwaterfoot on 

Swallow – look out for the 
last ones this year. Photo Carl 
Reavey 

Summer visitors enjoy 
Arran sunshine ahead
of migration Bird   notes

by Jim Cassels
AUGUST

A female sparrowhawk, one of many sightings, re� ects a good breeding season.
Photo Arthur Duncan 

Little Grebe feeding its young. Photo Nick Giles 

2nd, a spotted fl ycatcher 
in Merkland Wood on 3rd, 
two common sandpiper in 
Blackwaterfoot on 10th, 26 

willow warbler in Corrie-
cravie on 11th, one grass-
hopper warbler in Shiskine 
on 12th, 20 sand martin in Cloy on 9th, juvenile water 

rail and juvenile greenfi nch 
in Corriecrave on 11th, ju-
venile golden eagle in Glen 
Rosa on 20th and juvenile 
little grebe and juvenile 
moorhen in Mossend Pond 
on 24th.  In August there 
was an exceptional number 
of reports of sparrowhawk 
in gardens including many 
young birds. Their breed-
ing success may be refl ect-
ing the breeding success 
of the many small birds on 
which sparrowhawk prey.

In August, breeding is 
coming to an end, and after 
breeding a number of spe-
cies begin to fl ock togeth-
er, some in preparation for 
migration. These included: 
42 house sparrow at Sil-
ver Sands on 6th, 38 curlew 
at Corriecravie on 7th, 56 
golden plover at Machrie-
waterfoot also on 7th, 350 
starling at Sliddery also 
on 7th, 21 ringed plover at 
Drumadoon on 10th, 142 
meadow pipit at Sliddery 
on 13th, 140 linnet and 30 
goldfi nch on Cleat Shore 
on 20th and 160 pied wag-
tail on Braehead Farm on 
21st.

All around the coast were 
signs of birds on migration, 
including: a merlin at Cor-
riecravie Pond on 7th, a 
greenshank at Blackwater-
foot also on 7th, three san-
derling at Drumadoon Point 
on 10th, a knot on Silver 
Sands also on 10th, 30 dun-

lin at Porta Buidhe on 12th, 
three wheatear at Sliddery 
on 13th, a black-tailed god-
wit at Porta Buidhe also on 
13th, a osprey over Slid-
dery Shore on 19th, 200 
manx shearwater in Brod-
ick Bay on 20th, 20 white 
wagtail on Braehead Farm 
on 27th, two whimbrel at 
Kildonan also on 27th and 
four sandwich tern in Lam-
lash Bay on 30th.

Among the 100 plus spe-
cies reported in August 
there were a number of oth-
er noteworthy ones. These 
included: a goosander at 
Machriewaterfoot on 7th, 
30 gannet off Cosyden also 
on 7th, a dipper at Glenash-
dale Falls on 19th and six 
Canada geese at Blackwa-
terfoot on 21st.  In addi-
tion there were two reports 
of red kite the fi rst on Slid-
dery Shore on 4th and the 
second report from Lam-

lash Golf Course on 6th.  
This was the third report of 
this occasional visitor this 
year. The fi rst was in April. 
The previous record before 
this was May 2016.

September sees the start 
of the peak migration sea-
son when many birds are 
on the move. It is the time 
to expect the unexpected. 
I look forward to hearing 
from you.

Enjoy your birding
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me 
at jim@arranbirding.co.uk  
I look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2017 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

Glen Catacol on 15th, a 
chiffchaff in Brodick on 
20th, 75 swallow in Slid-
dery on 11th and 120 house 
martin in Shannochie on 
30th.  Please try to give me 
your last record for swal-
low and house martin this 
year. Last year there were 
October records for both 
species.

Some signs of successful 
breeding this month includ-
ed: red-breasted merganser 
with fi ve young by Fisher-
man’s Walk on 6th, eider 
with four young at Cosyden 
on 7th, juvenile great spot-
ted woodpecker in Glen 
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First class
Brodick Post Offi ce is the best in Scotland 
and that’s offi cial. A few weeks ago they 
were presented with the best in the west of 
Scotland award after being nominated by 
Fred Robson of Lochranza.

Today they heard they were top in the 
country out of nine regions. Postmistress 
Janice Small will travel to London to fi nd 
out if she and her team will be judged as 
the best in the UK. 

It was when the Post Offi ce split between 
counters and deliveries that Janice seized 
the day and decided to run it as her own 
business. Since then it has blossomed and 
it is now much more than just a Post Of-
fi ce.

Janice said: ‘We try to do our best. We 
listen to our customers and apply a bit of 
common sense. I don’t think you can go 
wrong with that.’ 

All eight fi nalists will attend a ceremo-
ny on HMS Belfast on the Thames in No-
vember where they will fi nd out if Brod-
ick Post Offi ce is the very best in Britain.

Guarding Goatfell
Public bodies do listen. When objec-
tions were raised about the insensitivity 
of building a water treatment plant right 
beside the path up Goatfell, West of Scot-
land Water went off and designed another 
plant. Granted, it had an incentive to do so 

since its fi rst ideas failed to pass planning.
Nevertheless, it came up with something 

which looks, on the face of it, complete-
ly new. 

The new plan, however, is still facing 
criticism – the new plans show that the 
ground will be excavated and the new 
plant will be turfed over so that from the 
Goatfell path it will hardly be visible. 
Problems arise with the access path; a road 
will sweep round to the rear and the layers 
of turf will be held up by ubiquitous gabi-
on walls.

An objector, who described the building 
as an Aztec fortress, said: ‘If they want to 
put this plant at Goatfell then they should 
take on board that they have a responsibil-
ity not to spoil the area.’

Yacht rescue
The Arran lifeboat was called out last 
Monday morning to assist the yacht Braw 
Lass in Brodick Bay. The Braw Lass had 
been dragging her anchor and had been 
pushed up on to the beach near the swing 
park. The lifeboat arrived to fi nd the yacht 
stuck by its keel and in shallow water. Too 
shallow for the lifeboat. Help came from 
Donald and Alistair Bilsland in their yacht 
Carioca.
 They launched a small infl atable into the 
surf and passed a rope from the lifeboat to 
the owner of the distressed yacht so that 
the lifeboat could then pull her to safety.

Ardgowan shop will close this week with the retirement of Hamish and Anne Mitchell. 
After 13 years of running the successful clothing store it will now become a private 
residence upstairs and an estate agency below. 01_B37twe02

Arran High School 
pupils emerge from a 

building gasping for air. 
The children were in no 

danger though, they 
were in fact learning 
about the danger of 

� res at an educational 
activity hosted by 

Strathclyde Fire Brigade 
last week. 01_B37twe01

Ayrshire and Arran Health Board chairman Dr John Morrow presents Arran paramedics 
Neil Gillies and Je�  Dawson with their new four-wheel drive vehicle which is designed to 
be able to reach the remotest parts of Arran. 01_B37twe04

Arran councillor John Sillars met Viking visitors from Norway last week. Visiting Arran to 
see the island’s own connections with Vikings, they were joined by NAC convenor George 
Steven, David Anderson of community services and Charles Currie from the Ayrshire and 
Arran Tourist Board. 01_B37twe03

Arran’s newest business 
venture, the Brodick Riding 
Centre, started this week 
with owner Gavin Bell 
taking his � rst pupil on a 
pony trekking adventure 
at the Bell family farm in 
Corriegills. 01_B37twe05
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 

a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
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DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
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ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

SELF STORAGE

UNDER £50
Quality Hy-line point of lay 
pullets. Tel Colin: 07968 
259502.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL

COUNCIL HOUSE BUILDING – BRATHWIC TERRACE, ARRAN
North Ayrshire Council is building new homes to the rear of Brathwic Terrace, Arran. 
Local people can view and comment on the draft plans by visiting the consultation 
event which is being held on:
Date: Wednesday 19 September 2018
Time:  Drop in anytime between 4.30pm and 6.30pm
Venue:  The Ormidale Sports Pavillion, Brodick, Arran, KA27 8DL
You can also view the plans on-line at: http://www.northayrshire.community/
consultations/ from Thursday 20 September 2018 until Thursday 11 October 2018.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE 
KA12 8EE

Job Opportunities with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

Proud to be              Overall Council of the Year 2017         

Janitor/Cleaner | NAY04114 
10 hrs per week | £8.75 per hour 

Corrie Primary, Isle of Arran

Closing Date 21st September 2018
For further details and to apply visit 

www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

Isle of Arran Drama Association

AGM
Wednesday 3rd October

7.30pm
Arran High School

All Welcome

LOCHRANZA AND CATACOL 
SEA SOCIETY cic

Annual General Meeting
on Saturday 13th October 2018 @ 11.00 hours

at the Lochranza Centre
All Welcome 

Job Opportunities with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

Proud to be              Overall Council of the Year 2017         

Cleaner | NAY04112 
20 hrs per week | £8.75 per hour 
Montrose House, Isle of Arran

Closing Date 19th September 2018
For further details and to apply visit 

www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

THE IDEAL GIFT... 
Scottish Calendars 2019

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars. To see 

all the images from our 2019 range visit: 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk£11.95

including
P&P*

FROM

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

£7.95
including

P&P*

FROM
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

Shiskine juniors win the Kelso Cup

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 16th September

Lochranza Church, 9.30am. 
Morning Service.

Pirnmill Church, 10.15am. 
Morning Service

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship, The Guild 

Rededication Service.
Brodick Church, 10.30am. 

Morning Worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a

Service of Worship in
Montrose House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 16th September
Holy Communion, 11am. 

Rev Jane Penn
Coffee after Service
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 16th September

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship at 11am
‘Heather Lodge’, Brodick 

(Next to the Douglas Hotel)  
Telephone 700346

Everyone Warmly Invited

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 16th September
Mrs Aileen Brookens

Kilmory - 10am
Lamlash - 11.30am. 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 16th September

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am.
 Everyone most welcome.

 Tea and coffee will be
 served in the transept

 immediately after the service.
Please stay and enjoy more 

fellowship. and there will be
a sale of Traidcraft goods

and other items.
Everyone most welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 16th September
Service 11am, Ormidale

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and coffee after

the service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.

Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine, 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Saturday 15th September
Vigil Mass, 7.30pm

Sunday 16th September
Sunday Morning Mass,11am

Anne is island champion again

Arran Ladies’ Golf
Union
Sunday September 9, ALGU 
Island Championship at Whit-
ing Bay. After four hard-
fought rounds two competi-
tors remained, Anne May of 
Brodick and Kema Genda of 
Machrie Bay. Both are past is-
land champions and the small 
group of spectators were treat-
ed to a fi ne display of golf. In 
the end it was Anne who pre-
vailed becoming Arran’s island 
champion for the third year. 
Well done to all who played in 
the 2017/18 Championship.

Fixture: Saturday Septem-
ber 15, Cir Mhor Trophy at 
Machrie Bay, 12.30pm start.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday September 5, 
Summer Cup, last round. 31 
played, CSS 63. 1 David McK-
innon 72-14=58, 2 Brian Smith 
74-15=59, 3 Matthew Keir 66-
5=61. Scratch Matthew Keir 
66.

Summer Cup, fi nal. 1 Bruce 
Jenkins 308 (better sixth 
round), 2 Stuart Galloway 308, 
3 Gordon Hendry and 4 Bab-
bies MacNeil 312.  Scratch 1 
Ewan McKinnon 328, 2 Mat-
thew Keir 336, 4 Gordon 
Hendry 340. Jinty Trophy, 
number of twos, Bruce Jenkins 
16, Jimmy Armit, Ewan McK-
innon and Terry Raeside 8. El-
liott Eclectic, Gordon Hend-
ry 47, Bruce Jenkins, Matthew 
Keir and Ewan McKinnon 48.

Friday September 7, Kintyre 
Cup at Carradale GC, Stable-
ford, 13 played. 1 Brian Smith 
38pts, 2 Stuart Brodie 37pts, 3 
Nicol Hume 36pts.

Sunday September 9, Bran-
don Qualifi er, 15 played, CSS 
67. 1 Stuart Galloway 78-
15=63, 2 Bill Donaldson 85-
16=69, 3 Donald McKinnie 
82-10=72. Scratch Stuart Gal-
loway 78.

Fixture: Sunday Septem-
ber 16, John Gemmell Shield, 
three club competition, en-
ter on notice board or turn up 
at 8.30am or noon. Wednes-
day September 19, Wednesday 
Winter Cup, 12-hole Stable-
ford, at noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Saturday September 8, Eddie 
Rankin. Machrie Bay V Cor-
rie. Machrie won the cup for 
the 10th time to level the score 
with Corrie. Congratulations 
to David and the team for the 
condition of the course. Thanks 
also to the tearoom staff for the 
excellent soup and sandwiches.

Sweep: 1 Phil Betley 42pts, 
2 Sandy Murray 41pts, 3 Ron 
Woods 36, BIH, over Reu-
ben Betley. Magic twos Sandy 
Murray.

Tuesday September 11, Cap-
tain’s Day. Played as a two-per-
son scramble over nine holes. 1 

Marilyn Woods and Paul Ems-
ley  23, 2 Hamish Bannatyne 
and Campbell Laing 25. La-
dies nearest the pin at the fi fth, 
Elizabeth Kelso. Ladies’ long-
est drive at the sixth, Kema 
Genda. Gents nearest the pin at 
the second, Alastair MacDon-
ald. Gents’ longest drive at the 
seventh, Phil Betley. The raf-
fl e raised £155. Thanks go to 
Kate and her staff for the love-
ly sandwiches and cake which 
were enjoyed by everyone.

Fixtures: Tuesday Septem-
ber 18, SGLU medal tee off at 
12.30pm.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Friday August 31, Ladies’ 
Glenashdale Stableford, 4 
played, CSS 67. 1 Margaret 
Auld 29pts, 2 Jean Davidson 
26pts.

Wednesday September 5, 
The Bannatyne Cup. A total of 
21 people played in the Ban-
natyne Cup, a popular late sea-
son medal play trophy. CSS 
stayed at 63 and David Blair 
smashed that by four shots 
to win by three from Jamie 
Macpherson. 1 David Blair 16, 
59, 2 Jamie Macpherson 5,62 
ACB and lowest gross, 3 John 
Dick 15, 62, 4 Ryan Armstrong 
9, 64. Magic twos Pete Townd-
row @ second, John Dick and 
Andy Martin @ fourth and 
Stan Rainey @ seventh.

Friday September 7, The La-
dies’ Raymond Curtis Stable-
ford, fi ve played, CSS 67. 1 
Margaret Auld 22, 25pts. 2 
Jean Davidson 24, 23pts.

Sunday September 9, The 
Aitken Rosebowl. A total of 
10 people played in the Ait-
ken, the strokeplay foursomes 
which was rained off earlier 
in the year. The weather this 
time was kinder but a cou-
ple of heavy squalls had play-
ers rushing for the waterproofs 
and brollies at times. 1 Jamie 
Macpherson and Wolfi  Kroner 
10, 60, 2 John Dick and David 
Brookens 13, 66, 3 John Pen-
nycott and Peter Towndrow 13, 
72.

Fixtures: Saturday Septem-
ber 15, AGA Seniors’ Handi-
cap, Shiskine GC, 1pm Sunday 
September 16, The Raymond 
Curtis Salver, Open, Stable-
ford. Wednesday September 
19, Stableford, yellow tees.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday September 5, Med-
al and magic twos. 1 D Jeffrey 
66-8=58 BIH and scratch, 2 D 
Logan 69-11=58 BIH, 3 G An-
drew 68-10=58. Four twos but 
not the magic one.

Saturday September 8, Ed-
die Rankin Trophy played at 
Machrie GC. Congratulations 
to Phil Betley.

Fixtures: Saturday Septem-
ber 15, 18-hole medal, ballots 
at 9am and 5pm.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday September 6, Sum-
mer Cup, CSS 64. 1 Drew 
Wales 68-9=59, 2 Dougie 
MacFarlane 63-0=63, 3 Iain 
Murchie 70-6=64. Scratch, 
Dougie MacFarlane 63. Mag-
ic twos, Paul Jameson at 16th.

Fixtures: Sunday September 
9, Scratch Cup Final, 9.30am 

and 12.30pm. Thursday Sep-
tember 13, Summer Stableford 
and Captain’s Prize. Make 
up own games, see starter for 
times. Friday September 21, 
Seniors Open, yellow tees, 
Stableford.

Ladies’ Section: Wednes-
day September 5, Fleet 6, CSS 
64, par 65, 8 played. 1 Sheena 
Murchie 79-15=64, 2 Yvonne 
Brothers 84-17=67, 3 Gay 
Mackay  93-25=68. Scratch 
Sheena 79.

Friday September 7, away 
day. This year the venue for 
the away day was Louden 
Gowf at Galston. The majori-
ty of  the 12-strong party had 
not played there before which 
added to the interest of the day.

Louden is a long fl at course 
which provided the group with 
a very enjoyable and testing 
round. The lunch in the club-
house was also much appreci-
ated.

The competition is a Sta-
bleford format with individ-
ual and team prizes. Winner 
of the away day trophy with 
34 points was Kate McAd-
am, runner up was Ruth Hardy 
with 33 points and the winning 
team comprised Ellie Jones, 
Liz Sinclair and Ruth Har-
dy. The whole day was very 
successful aside from a two-
hour wait at Ardrossan for the 
jinxed ferry.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday September 6, La-
dies’ 12-hole medal and medal 
winners from last year’s fi nal. 
1 Fiona Henderson 53-8=45 
(12 hole medal winner), 2 and 
scratch, BIH, Alice Anderson 
53-7=46. 3 Jenni Turnbull 57-
8=49. Alice wins a voucher for 
winning the medal fi nal.

Arran SWI Federation
Four ladies, Fiona Henderson 
and Alice Anderson, Rion Cul-
pan and Pat Adamson, repre-
sented the Arran SWI Fed-
eration on Tuesday August 
28 at Duff House Royal Golf 
Course in Banff in the nation-
al golf fi nals.

Runner-up Kema Genda of Machrie Bay and winner 
Anne May of Brodick, who competed for the ALGU Island 
Championship.

FARQUHAR: Richard, pas-
sed away peacefully at Cross-
house Hospital on 30th Au-
gust. Funeral Service will be 
held in Corrie Church on Tues-
day 18th September at 11.30, 
then on to Sannox Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only please. 
Donations, if desired, to Scot-
land’s Charity Air Ambulance. 
A bus will leave from Brod-
ick Pier at 10.50am for Corrie 
Church, then to Cemetery and 
will return to Brodick.

Corrie Golf Club
Winter Membership
Once again we are offering a 

Winter Membership for £30.
This Membership will run from 

1st October 2018 till 31st March 2019.

Application forms can be obtained 
from the Club or Secretary at

65 Murray Cresent
Lamlash

KA27 8NS
Tel: 01770 600339
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Riders put through their 
paces at TREC event
By Elanor McNamara

The Arran Riding Club 
held its third annual Tech-
niques de Randonnée 
Équestre de Compétition 

Kirsty Morrison and Pearl, and Vicki Yuill and Velvet 
approach a checkpoint on the orienteering phase.

(TREC) competition last 
weekend.  TREC is the re-
sult of French trail riding 
exam candidates enjoying 
their tests so much that they 
wanted to do it all again. 

This year is the 20th an-
niversary of the challenge 
making its way to Britain.

The competition has three 
parts, all designed to test 
the competence of rid-
ers and their horses to lead 
people riding in the out-
doors. To do well, horses 
and riders must be versa-
tile and calm in the face of 
a challenge.

The orienteering phase 
tests the riders’ navigation 
and their ability to judge 
speed.  The routes are as 
off road as possible and get 
more adventurous as riders 

go up the levels, and might 
well include fords, high 
bridges, soft ground, rocky 
ground, narrow paths and 
riding at night.

The second phase is 
called the ‘control of pac-
es’ and sounds easy – riders 
canter as slowly as possible 
and walk as fast as possible 
along a 100-150m marked 
out corridor on grass. Its far 
from being easy in practice.  
Cantering slowly requires 
quite an advanced level of 
schooling where the horse 
has learned to carry itself 
in a collected way, like an 
advanced dressage horse.  
It’s also diffi cult to achieve 
a horse’s best free walk in 
test conditions, especially 
as items like road signs are 
often left along the corridor 
making it harder to keep 
the horse straight, and all 
points are lost if the horse 
steps out of the corridor.  
Riders also lose all points if 
they break pace into trot in 
either direction.

The fi nal phase is usual-
ly set on a cross country 
course, using the natural 
jumps like ditches, steps up 
and down, logs and hedges, 
with extra challenges added 
in.  There is a long list of 
obstacles for organisers to 
chose from including stair-
cases, footbridges, gates to 
open, low branches, narrow 
corridors, fords, and mov-
ing sideways and back-
wards, too.  Everything has 
to be performed in good 
style, with penalties being 
incurred for growling at the  
horse, or using a whip, for 
example.  Taken together 

the whole thing is a great 
test of a partnership with 
the horse, trust in each oth-
er, and ability as a horse-
man. It’s also great fun.

This year’s competition 
was held at Glenkiln, mak-
ing good use of the undu-
lating fi eld in front of the 
farm. Many thanks to El-
eanor and Kenny for host-
ing, and for all the good-na-
tured competitors who 
came along, making for a 
good day.

Special mention to Vicki 
Yuill and Velvet, who had 
the best walk; Alison Cur-
rie and Tia, who had the 
best canter, and Lois Ash-
ley on Kippen and Clair 
Hendry on Colin, who had 
the highest scoring rounds 
on the cross country course.  
Everyone chose to ride as a 
pair, and the way the scor-
ing works is that each part-
ner’s control of paces and 
cross country scores are 
added together, with pen-
alties incurred on the orien-
teering taken off.

This year Laura Tulloch 
on Gem and Daisy McNa-
mara on Toby came out on 
top, having made a big ef-
fort to be very accurate on 
the orienteering course, 
and with consistent perfor-
mances in the other phases.  

Second were last year’s 
winners - Alison Currie on 
Tia and Rona Fulton on 
Ricky.  

Third were Clair Hendry 
on Colin and Hollie Adam-
son on Lexus, and fourth 
were Vicki Yuill on Vel-
vet and Kirsty Morrison on 
Pearl.

Competitors watch Clair Hendry starting out on the obstacle course. 

Clair Hendry on Colin and 
Hollie Adamson on Lexus 
approach the end of the 
orienteering. 

Alison Currie and Rona Fulton on Tia and Ricky in the 
forest. 

Laura Tulloch and Daisy McNamara on the orienteering 
course. 
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Isle of Arran 1
Irvine No 1 CSC 2

Ayrshire Sunday League

Arran suffer a narrow 
defeat to Irvine Celtic
On Sunday it was back 
to ‘international duty’ for 
a lot of the Arran boys as 
the new all-island team 
played their fi nal group 
game of the Ayrshire Sun-
day League group C.

Arran hosted Irvine No 1 
Celtic Sports Club and al-
though both teams had al-
ready qualifi ed for division 
1 there was still a lot to play 
for, as Arran could still top 
the group, but could also 
drop to third with a loss.

It was clear from the start 
of the game that there was 
a lot of weary and fragile 
players on the fi eld for Ar-
ran.

The cup fi nal on the pre-
vious day and the aftermath 

The Arran side who took to the � eld on Sunday with manager Alan Murray and 
club sponsor Iain Keen. 01_B37irvine01

were a major factor in this.
Irvine took an early lead 

as they dominated play in 
the fi rst 20 minutes.

Arran started to play 
themselves back into the 
game though and were re-
warded from an Archie Mc-
Nicol corner as the keep-
er spilled it and debutant 
James Todd was on hand to 
head the ball into the net to 
make it 1-1.

Penalty
In the second half the 

teams were evenly poised 
but Irvine were given the 
chance to retake the lead 
when Ryan Armstrong was 
judged to have brought 
down the Irvine striker in 
the box. David Heenan in 
goals for Arran stood no 
chance from the resulting 
penalty as the away side 
went back in front.

Arran had chances late 
on and McNicol thought 
he had rescued a point for 
his team when he ran in 
and stroked the ball into 
the corner only for it to be 
ruled offside by the refer-
ee despite protests from the 
Arran players and support-
ers.

The scores remained 2-1 
to the Irvine Celtic boys 
and both of the teams will 
now head into Division 1 
now that the group stage 
is fi nished. The fi rst league 
fi xture will take place on 
Sunday September 23.

Tomorrow (Sunday) Ar-
ran will host Galston in the 
fi rst round of the Go Vend-
ing cup as Arran compete 
in their fi rst knockout com-
petition. Kick-off will be at 
2pm at the Ormidale Park 
and all support is welcome.

The Irvine Celtic side who took to the � eld at Ormi-
dale Park with the referee. 01_B37irvine02

An Arran player shows some good close control. 
01_B37irvine04

The ball goes narrowly wide from an Arran free kick. 01_B37irvine05

The crowd eagerly watch a promising Arran 
attack down the wing. 01_B37irvine06

An Arran player is determined to be � rst to the ball. 
01_B37irvine08

Archie McNicol hits the deck as another promising 
attack ends in a foul. 01_B37irvine07
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Get ready for Lamlash Splash
The fi nal training sessions for the Lamlash 
Splash are now over and all the entrants 
are hoping for calm seas and no jellyfi sh 
at the event being held today (Saturday).

The 1.3-mile swim will start from the 
Holy Isle at around 11.30am with the fi rst 
swimmers back at Lamlash Pier about 30 
minutes later or, if last year’s times are an-
ything to go by, it might even be earlier.

Few changes
All 40 places for this popular event were 

taken up within two weeks of being post-
ed online, however, there have been a few 
changes to the initial list with a number of 
call-offs and others taking their places.

This year there are quite a number of en-
trants swimming in the splash for the fi rst 
time and to fi nish the event will be a big 
achievement.

The RNLI, Coastguard, Arran Sailing 
Club and Arran Kayak Club will all be on 
the water supporting the swimmers.  After 

all the swimmers are back at Lamlash Pier 
the Ali Bodie Plate for the person show-
ing the most courage and determination in 
completing the swim will be presented by 
the Heather Queen, Keira Willis.

There will be 12 locals swimming – 
Charlotte Clough, Lynsey Cuthbertson, 
Ann Hart, Paul Hewie, Rory Hunter, Zab-
di Keen, Georgina Maclean, Jaqui McFar-
lane, Mike Mellor, Eric Milton, Heather 
Raeside and Jo Totty.

Will Rory Hunter be fi rst male back this 
year after being beaten out of fi rst place by 
10 seconds last year? Will Georgina Ma-
clean, who swam 10k from St Fillan’s to 
Lochearnhead in a fantastic time of four  
hours 38 minutes last weekend, have re-
covered enough to retain her title as fi rst 
local lady?

The swimmers all appreciate the support 
from spectators, so please come along to 
view this exciting challenge. The local splash entrants ahead of their � nal group training session.

Double up for Southend
Continued from page 24

In the second half Sou-
thend’s pressure continued 
and they made a lot of sub-
stitutions to showcase their 
younger players who main-
tained the high tempo.

Donald Park, who has 
been dominating in the 
midfi eld, was rewarded 
with a goal and Willie Sil-
lars also got on the score-
sheet. James Currie, who at 
14 is one to watch, made a 
bursting run down the left 
wing and calmly fi nished 
to round off the scoring for 
the MBS boys.

The score could have 
been even more but Sou-
thend missed a penalty Despairing Brodick keeper Finlay Sillars can’t keep out an early Southend goal. 01_B37� nal03

which was well saved by 
the Brodick keeper.

It was the fi rst time the 
Southend boys had won the 
knockout cup since 2014 
and they did it in style.

Sponsor John Copper-
wheat presented the trophy 
to captain Danny Head and 
he kindly donated refresh-
ments to all the boys.

The football association 
would like to thank all its 
sponsors from the 2018 
season, especially John 
Copperwheat, Arran Dair-
ies and Arran Haulage. The 
continued support from 
these companies is a ma-
jor driving force in keeping 
football going on Arran.

Brodick keeper Finlay Sillars under pressure in the 
box. 01_B37� nal06Opponents in a tight tussle for the ball. 01_B37� nal07

Matt Keir is pursued by a Southend player. 01_B37� nal10 James Currie is congratulated by his team mates. 
01_B37� nal15

Finlay Sillars goes the right way to save a Southend 
penalty. 01_B37� nal11

James Currie is poised to slot his solo e� ort into the 
Brodick goal. 01_B37� nal14
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Brodick 0
Southend 6

Copperwheat’s Cup

Brodick hit for six as 
Southend lift the cup
The Arran football year 
drew to a close on Saturday 

The victorious Southend team are presented with Knockout Cup by sponsor John Copperwheat who hands the cup to captain Danny Head. 

with the fi nal of the knock-
out cup which is now spon-
sored by the Copperwheat 
Coffee House.

Both teams were aim-
ing for a domestic double 

with Southend fi elding ar-
guably one of their strong-
est squads of the season but 
Brodick had a lot of key 
players missing.

This was the story of the 

game as Southend infl ict-
ed Brodick’s biggest de-
feat for many years. Lewis 
Kennedy opened the scor-
ing for Southend with an 
instinctive striker’s fi nish. 

Corey Allen then made it 
2-0 after his shot was de-
fl ected by Finlay Sillars 
into the Brodick goal. The 
third goal was made by 
some brilliant link-up play 

between Willie Sillars and 
Gregor Crichton down the 
right handside before Gre-
gor snuck the ball under 
the legs of Finlay Sillars.


