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Brodick Games will miss Rosie’s big smileWhat a 
relief!
Communities refuse 
to lose the loos

Communities across Arran 
have rallied to re-open the 
public toilets on the island 
after council bosses slapped 
‘shut’ signs on them.

There was widespread 
anger over the decision 
by North Ayrshire Coun-
cil to close the loos as part 
of budget cuts at the end of 
March, leaving locals and 
visitors alike with nowhere 
to go.

Now, in schemes which 
are being repeated in vil-
lages across the island, 
community groups have 
negotiated with council 
chiefs to fi nd a solution to 
the problem which is now 
starting to bear fruit with 
toilets re-opening and dis-

cussions taking place to se-
cure the future of others.

A council spokesman 
said: ‘Over the past 12 
months, council offi cers 
have met with local com-
munities across Arran to 
fi nd a viable and sustaina-
ble way forward for public 
toilet provision on the is-
land.

‘These discussions have, 
so far, been successful in 
securing the transfer of six 
of the nine public facilities 
to community ownership 
and management, namely 
the public toilets at Kil-
mory, Whiting Bay, Sand-
braes, Sannox, Brodick 
Green and Lochranza.

‘We are also in discus-
sions with the Lamlash 

Rosie Cooke, a stalwart 
of the Brodick Highland 
Games, has hung up her 
fancy dress costumes for 
the last time.

At the games on Sat-
urday she was presented 
with the McMillan Tro-
phy and a big bunch of 
fl owers in front of cheer-
ing crowds in the main 
arena by games secretary 
Sheila Gilmore for all her 
support over the years.

Sheila said: ‘Rosie has 
entertained everyone with 
some fabulous costumes 
as she’s danced along 
with the pipe bands to the 
pier each year. 

‘She’s been a huge part 
of the day, helping to raise 
funds for Isle of Arran 
Pipe Band while doing so. 
She decided that this year 
will be her last, and it’s 
only fi tting that she was 
awarded the McMillan 
Trophy for her outstand-
ing contribution to the 
games over the years.’

Rosie said simply that 
she thought it was time to 
call it a day, but not be-
fore she donned one last 
costume, though she did 
not join in the parade.

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk

We Have Numerous Properties 

Nearing Completion In Key 

Locations / Land Also Available 

For Bespoke Development
John thomson construction ltd, lamlash, isle of arran

www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk // tel : 01770600242 // FAX : 01770600714

Arran Games
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community about the pos-
sibility of transferring the 
local facilities to communi-
ty ownership. We look for-
ward to the public meeting 
being organised by Lam-
lash Improvements Group 
at 6.30pm on Thursday 
August 17, at Arran High 
School, where the commu-
nity and its representatives 
will be given the opportu-
nity to speak about the pro-
posal.

‘We are also holding pos-
itive discussions with com-
munity representatives in 
Blackwaterfoot about the 
possibility of the commu-
nity taking ownership of 
the public toilet facility. 
Unfortunately, the toilets 

at North Sannox were be-
yond their useful econ omic 
life and were decommis-
sioned.’

At Lochranza the pub-
lic toilets have re-opened 
through the determined 
work of a small commit-
tee of seven residents who 
celebrated the re-opening 
of the public facility with 
a quirky re-opening cere-
mony.

The Lochranza loos com-
mittee has now taken own-
ership of the facilities on a 
month-to-month basis with 
the hope of them being for-
mally handed over to com-
munity ownership at a fu-
ture date.

Committee chairman, and 
volunteer cleaner, Tony 
Baboolal said: ‘These toi-

Communities feeling 
flush over loo solutions

lets have been closed with-
out taking into account 
the welfare of the villag-
ers, visitors and people of 
Arran. We could not shrug 
and walk away from it. Our 
intention is to retain these 
facilities for public access 
and to maintain the build-
ing itself, which is part of 
the fabric of the commu-
nity. Their continued ex-
istence depends on dona-
tions and fundraisers but 
for now, like Elvis, they are 
back. Lochranza has its toi-
lets back.’

To stress the point, Tony 
dressed as Elvis and along 
with committee member 
Margaret Kerr, cut a ribbon 
to offi cially re-open the toi-
lets.

Tony added: ‘We could 

not have accomplished 
this without the help from 
Yvonne Baulk and Dave 
Mackay, both NAC offi -
cials, and from Colin Mac-
Kenzie who works for the 
Highland Council. I must 
specially mention the enor-
mous help we have had 
from Audrey Hillis, NAC 
community development 
offi cer.’

After the short speech a 
celebratory dram was en-
joyed, courtesy of Kate 
Hartley and Faye Waterlow 
of the Lochranza Distillery, 
who joined the celebrations 
with a tray of Lochranza 
cask whisky.

The Lochranza toilets 
have now had a donation 
box installed which will 
contribute to their upkeep 

along with the volunteer 
work of the Lochranza loos 
committee.

Over in Brodick, the 
Brodick Improvements 
Committee also managed 
to re-open its toilets just in 
time for the Brodick High-
land Games which saw 
more than 4,000 visitors in 
the village on Saturday.

Committee chairman 
Harry Davidson said: ‘We 
are delighted to have re-
opened these facilities near 
Brodick beach. They are an 
absolute necessity for the 
community and visitors, 
and an asset which the al-
ternative provision at the 
Brodick Hall was unable to 
replicate.

‘Thanks has to go to 
committee secretary Bill 
Calderwood who has 
worked tirelessly to make 
this happen. Without his 
hard work and the helpful 
assistance of the council, 
we would not of been able 
to make this a reality.’

The toilets in Brodick, 
which are now open from 
7am to dusk, have been 
opened on a temporary ba-
sis at the moment while 
work continues to complete 
a community asset transfer 
which will come with some 
limited funding to allow im-
provements to the rundown 
toilet block. The committee 
are also investigating means 
of funding which may in-
clude securing sponsorship 
from local companies.

Further discussions tak-
ing place over the com-
ing months will hopefully 
see the toilets in Lamlash, 
Blackwaterfoot and a new 
block in Sannox taken over 
by local communities un-
der the same scheme.

Lochranza Loos committee members and supporters toast the opening of the Lochranza 
toilet facilities. 01_B32loo01

Tony Baboolal and Margaret Kerr cut the ribbon to 
o�  cially re-open the Lochranza toilets. 01_B32loo02

Continued from page 1

Brodick Improvements 
Committee chairman Harry 
Davidson stands in front 
of the newly re-opened 
Brodick toilets. 01_B32loo03
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Arran’s forgotten cemetery
Anger over collapsed headstones at waterlogged graveyard

A man is unable to com-
plete work at the last rest-
ing place of his mum be-
cause of conditions at a 
forgotten Arran cemetery.

Retired Willie Currie is 
unable to reinstate his par-
ents’ headstone, which has 
collapsed in the water-
logged Kilmory Cemetery. 
The headstone and that 
of a neighbouring grave 
were taken down because 
of their crumbling founda-
tions. And the ground is so 
wet that the grave dug is 
still clearly visible.

A number of other grave-
stones in the Southend 
cemetery have collapsed 
or have council stickers 
on them, fi rst implement-
ed nearly three years ago 
across the island, telling 
families they have failed a 
safety inspection.

However, Mr Currie, 
who lives in Shiskine, and 
buried his mother Murdina 
less than a month ago, has 
spent the past few weeks 
being given the runaround 
by North Ayrshire Coun-
cil to get permission to re-
erect the gravestone so he 
can have it inscribed with 
his mother’s name beside 
his father Phil, who died 
36 years ago. His mother 
was 87.

Mr Currie told the Ban-
ner: ‘Kilmory really is the 
forgotten cemetery of Ar-
ran. The whole site needs 
drained, the ground is sat-
urated and is so wet that 
reeds have started grow-
ing. This is not a new prob-
lem – it has been going on 

for years – but nothing has 
been done.’

As a result, a number 
of headstones have col-
lapsed, including that of 
Mr Currie’s parents.

He continued: ‘I offered 
to repair it myself af-
ter I buried my mum last 
month, but the council re-
fused, saying I was not au-
thorised to do the work. 
They said that while I had 
paid for the lair, the coun-
cil still owned the ground.’

Mr Currie and former 
council worker Davie 
Crossley, who used to dig 
graves at Kilmory Ceme-
tery, blamed the collapse 
on the fi xing of the head-
stones to the foundations, 
which are the responsi-
bility of North Ayrshire 
Council.

Anyone erecting a head-

stone has to pay the coun-
cil £152 for the foundation 
as well as £254 plus an is-
land tax of £90 to a stone-
mason to erect the stone.

Mr Crossley said that 
years ago they would put 
in a foundation ‘for a few 
bob’. And he criticised the 
thin layer of cement used 
to hold the headstone in 
place. ‘There are head-
stones over there,’ he said 
pointing to the old grave-
yard, ‘which are 300 years 
old and haven’t moved.’

In a further blow, Mr 
Currie asked if he could 
have the gravestone en-
graved while it was ly-
ing on the ground, but was 
told it had to be erected 
fi rst. 

He added that the son of 
the couple in the neigh-
bouring grave lives in 

Aber deen and would be 
‘horrifi ed’ when he came 
back to fi nd the headstone 
collapsed.

Mr Currie’s parents are 
buried in what in known as 
the new cemetery. How-
ever, a third site at the 
church has recently started 
to be used.

He said: ‘This site was 
supposed to be drained be-
fore burials started, but it 

is just as wet as the other 
site.’

Mr Crossley said he re-
membered the cemetery be-
ing drained 60 years ago but 
subsequent drainage chang-
es had made that obsolete.

Mr Currie added: ‘The 
council has to take this sit-
uation seriously and get 
the cemetery into a rea-
sonable condition where 
family members can visit 
their loved ones without 
worrying about what they 
will fi nd when they get 
here.’

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesman said: ‘We 
are aware of a complaint 
regarding drainage at Kil-
mory Cemetery and are in-
vestigating and exploring 
possible remedial meas-
ures.’Willie Currie, right, and Davie Crossley beside the collapsed headstones. 

01_B32cemetery02 

The water-
logged site 
of Willie’s 
parents in 
Kilmory  
Cemetery. 
01_Bcemetery01

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Pension group
is to be formed

Corrie Film Club presents Palme d’Or winner
Rosetta (France 1999. Cert 15)
Corrie Film Club’s August presenta-
tion is the winner of the Palme d’Or 
at the Cannes Film Festival 1999. 
Widely hailed as a masterpiece, Ro-
setta is an extraordinary portrait of 
a resourceful teenager trying to fi nd 
her way in a tough world.

Belgian 17-year-old Rosetta (Émi-

lie Dequenne) lives in a dilapidated 
trailer that has no running water, with 
only her indigent and alcoholic moth-
er (Anne Yernaux) for company. Af-
ter losing her job at a food processing 
plant, the teen struggles to fi nd work 
in a bid to avoid falling into the same 
traps as her mother, but is rebuffed 
at every turn. Only Riquet (Fabrizio 

Rongione), who works at a nearby 
waffl e stand, seems to care for Roset-
ta, but even that budding friendship 
has a price.

This is a strong fi lm with a 15 cer-
tifi cate classifi cation but very worth-
while. See it in Corrie and Sannox 
Village Hall on Sunday August 13 at 
8pm. All welcome.

A campaign fi ghting for 
the pension rights of 
women is to set up a group 
on Arran.

The WASPI (Women 
Against State Pension Ine-
quality) campaign has over 
66,000 supporters and rep-
resents almost 3.5 million 
women born in the 1950s 
who are suffering because 
they were not told by the 
government that their state 
pension age would be in-
creasing, and who now 
have no time to put in place 
alternative fi nancial ar-
rangements to see them 
through to the new state 
retirement age, which in 
some cases is now 66.

The fi rst WASPI meeting 
to take place on Arran will 
be held on Wednesday Au-

gust 23 at 6pm in the Ormi-
dale Pavilion in Brodick.

Ann Fraser, co-ordinator 
from Ayrshire WASPI, will 
be there to assist women 
with the information to begin 

a complaint against the De-
partment for Work and Pen-
sions about the lack of notice 
on state pension age chang-
es. There is already strong in-
terest in setting up a group on 

Arran and Patricia Gibson, 
SNP MP for North Ayrshire 
and Arran, has been support-
ing local women and will be 
attending the fi rst meeting. 

The new group will de-
cide if it wants to be a sat-
ellite group of the main 
Ayrshire group or to estab-
lish an Arran WASPI group 
of its own.

WASPI women are rais-
ing a complaint against the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions on the maladmin-
istration of the pension age 
changes and are looking at 
a mass action that will go 
to the ombusman.

For more information or 
to get involved contact ayr-
shirewaspi@gmail.com of 
see the WASPI Facebook 
page.

MP Patricia Gibson supports the WASPI campaign. 

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.eighteen69.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

perfect for
sharing!

Why not try our wide ranging Scottish tapas
menu, with lots to choose from and 

plenty to share!

Treat yourself to a speciality cocktail or 
a wee dram from our vast whisky menu.

Open Thursday to Monday for dinner from
5.30pm with the bar open daily until 11pm.

open Thursday to
Monday, bar open daily

exciting
new tapas menu

& speciality
cocktails
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All is shipshape on the 
Clyde for the new ferry
The new Arran ferry is tak-
ing shape at the Ferguson 
Marine Engineering Lim-
ited (FMEL) shipyard in 
Port Glasgow.

Last week Arran’s MSP 
Kenneth Gibson and the 
Isle of Arran Ferry Com-
mittee went to the yard to 
see how work on the fer-
ry, to be known as the MV 
Glen Sannox is going.

To be launched in Sep-
tember, the Glen Sannox 
will be the primary ferry 
serving Arran from the 
mainland, with the MV 
Caledonian Isles replacing 
the MV Isle of Arran.

Fuelled by liquefi ed natu-
ral gas and marine gas oil 
to reduce emissions and 
help meet SNP govern-
ment carbon reduction tar-
gets, the Glen Sannox will 
carry up to 136 cars and 
1,000 passengers, be more 
manoeuvrable than the MV 
Caledonian Isles and be 
more adaptable in adverse 
weather conditions, with 
bow thrusters three times 

Kenneth Gibson, business development manager John Morgan and the ferry committee 
members in front of the Glen Sannox. 

more powerful. It is being 
built in modules, with the 
bow soon to be attached.

Mr Gibson said: ‘We en-
joyed a fascinating and 
very informative visit. 
FMEL could not have been 
more helpful, with Ardros-
san born chief executive 
Gerry Marshall spending 
several hours with us, an-
swering each and every 
question.

‘The Glen Sannox looks 
magnifi cent and, after 
launch, will be fi tted out, 
undergo sea trials from 
next May and begin serving 
the people and communi-
ties of Arran from late sum-
mer 2018. I have no doubt 
that islanders and visitors 
alike will be delighted by 
their new ferry.

‘In business since 1780, 
and the last commercial 
yard on the Clyde, FMEL 
had called in the receiv-
er and its workforce had 
dwindled to 47 by August 
2014 when then First Min-
ister Alex Salmond asked 
businessman Jim McColl 
to step in. 

‘Mr McColl invested £25 
million in the yard and after 
the SNP government placed 
£97 million of orders for 
two new ferries, the yard 
has been completely rebuilt 
with a full-time workforce 
of 336 including 35 appren-

tices, rising to 514 with 100 
apprentices by 2020. 

‘Most of the ap-
prentices are local 
to Inverclyde. However, 
should pupils of Arran 
High School want to work 
in shipbuilding, FMEL 
would be delighted to ac-
cept their applications.’

Mr Marshall added: ‘Ar-
ran is very important to 
us. We are proud to have 
built the MV Catriona, the 
world’s fi rst hybrid elec-
tric-diesel ferry now ser-
ving Lochranza and look 
forward to launching the 
Glen Sannox.

‘Clyde-built has long been 
a statement of pride and we 
are bringing that back. 

‘We are passionate about 
building ships in Scotland, 
ambitious and world lead-
ing in terms of innovation, 
safety, quality and sustain-
ability, with a skilled and 
highly effi cient workforce 
unmatched in shipbuilding 
expertise anywhere in the 
world.

‘I was pleased to share our 
exciting plans for growth, 
diversifi cation and innova-
tion in detail with Mr Gib-
son and the Isle of Arran 
Ferry Committee and know 
the Glen Sannox will be a 
world-class addition to the 
CalMac fl eet when it enters 
service next year.’
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CALA Accounting Ltd
Your success is our business

•  Payroll & CIS Services 
•  Pensions Auto Enrolment 
•  Bookkeeping 
•  Management Accounts 
•  New Business start-ups 

•  Business Plans 
•  Budgeting & forecasting 
•  VAT 
•  Self-Assessment 
  (sole traders) 

•  Corporation Tax 
•  On site consulting 
•  Assistance with 
  projects, software 
  implementations etc.

 Email: enquiries@calaaccounting.co.uk Phone: 07590837287

Why choose CALA? 
•  Free Initial consultation. 
•  Fixed priced affordable monthly instalments. 
•  You can choose to do the majority of the work. 
•  A tailored package just for you.
We offer: 

Arran in bid to become 
Scotland’s new Geopark

Kildonan beach is one of the possible new trails. 01_B32beach01

Plans for Arran to be rec-
ognised as a UNESCO 
Global Geopark are taking 
shape with key personnel 
appointed to create a man-
agement team that will lead 
the way in establishing the 
Geopark status.

The partnership project, 
run jointly by the Arran Ac-
cess Trust, National Trust 
for Scotland and Lochranza 
Centre CIC, has recruited 
project manager Niall Mof-
fat, seasonal ranger Aero-
na Moore and path worker 
Scott Murdoch to drive the 
project forward, and which 
could result in Arran be-

ing designated as an area 
deemed to possess a geo-
logical heritage of interna-
tional value.

The site would have to 
comply with the require-
ments set out by the Unit-
ed Nations Educational, 
Scientifi c and Cultural Or-
ganisation, (UNESCO). 
Among the requirements 
are an assessment of the 
geological sites and a com-
prehensive management 
plan for the preservation, 
protection and the promo-
tion of geo-tourism as well 
as a co-operation with the 
local community and the 

network of other Geoparks 
throughout the network.

The two-and-a-half year 
project undertaken to 
achieve the accreditation, 
aims to improve access to, 
and foster an appreciation 
of, the geology on Arran.

If successful it would 
mean that Arran would 
join a list of six Geoparks 
across the United King-
dom. Included in the list is 
the Shetland area consist-
ing of a group of more than 
100 islands, 15 of them 
inhabited. Hailed as be-
ing more geologically di-
verse than any similar sized 
area in Europe, the Shet-
land Geopark is dramatic 
and features sheer cliffs, an 
extinct volcano and amaz-
ing biodiversity. Other ac-
credited Geoparks include 
the North Pennines, Fforest 

Fawr, English Riviera, Ge-
oMon, (Isle of Anglesey) 
and the North West High-
lands.

The overall project is 
scheduled for three years 
in total and will include 
interpretation centres at 
Lochranza, the Brodick 

Country Park rangers centre 
and one at the Arran Herit-
age Museum. It will also in-
clude interpretation boards 
and signage across Arran as 
well as six trails which have 
already been identifi ed as 
possible options. They in-
clude the Newton Point and 

Take two for beach barbecue
The Brodick Improvement Association 
will be holding their annual fundraising 
beach barbecue tomorrow afternoon (Sun-
day) from 2pm.

It follows the postponment of the event 
last weekend due to the heavy downpours 
throughout the day and it is hoped the 
weather will be kinder this time around.

All the tried and tested events – beach 
volleyball, sandcastle competition, put-
ting competition, children’s races – will 

all take place on the green behind Brodick 
beach. The raffl e is always a popular fi na-
le to the day.

Donate
Anyone wishing to donate prizes can ei-

ther bring them down on the day, or drop 
them off at Ormidale Hotel.

 It is thirsty work, a beach barbecue, but 
the fully licensed bar should keep partici-
pants and spectators adequately refreshed 
and help wash down the burgers.

Fairy Dell loop which in-
corporates Hutton’s Uncon-
formity and Glen Rosa, Kil-
donan beach, Corrie shore, 
Blackwaterfoot and North 
Arran. The path works will 
be overseen by Scott Mur-
doch with the help of two 
trainees, Trevor and Elli-
ot. Included in the project 
will be an Arran Geofest, 
an annual festival with 
guided walks, informative 
talks and school and com-
munity engagement with a 
strong online presence that 
includes fi lms and social 
media.

Funding is via the Coastal 
Communities Fund which 
currently has £367,000 al-
located, £67,000 of which 
is from partners.

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE
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MV Catriona rescues a 
stricken sailing yacht
The MV Catriona, which 
plies the Lochranza to 
Clonaig ferry route, took 
on a different role last 
weekend as she came to the 
rescue of a stricken yacht.

The rescue took place 
last Sunday after the Mar-
itime Rescue Co-ordina-
tion Centre was alerted to 
a yacht which was experi-
encing engine troubles and 
called out the Arran Coast-

Anxious wait ends as pupils 
receive their exam results
The long wait for pupils waiting for their 
exam results on Arran is over as letters 
dropped through letterboxes on the island 
earlier this week.

Across Scotland around 136,500 exam 
certifi cates, more than 3,200 of them for 
North Ayrshire, started arriving on Tues-
day as postal workers throughout the coun-
try started to deliver the Scottish Qualifi -
cations Authority certifi cates. 

Some pupils received the results of their 
Nationals, Highers and Advanced Highers 
by email or text message, alleviating the 
anxious wait for the postal certifi cates.

The SQA said the results were broadly in 
line with 2016 with only a slight dip in the 
total number of passes remaining above 
150,000 for the third year running.

Early analysis of the results shows that 
North Ayrshire’s schools continue to build 
on the success of the past few years with 
pupils across the authority waking up to 
excellent results at a range of levels.

Increased levels of aspiration are evident 
at S4, where a greater proportion of pupils 
than ever before have achieved qualifi ca-
tions at National 5 level. 

Furthermore, a higher percentage of the 

results are at grades A and B. There are 
good performances at Higher level in S5 
and these compare favourably with the 
fi ve year trend across North Ayrshire’s 
schools. In addition, more S6 pupils are 
achieving qualifi cations at Advanced 
Higher, with performances this year being 
the best to date.

Further analysis will be undertaken in 
the coming weeks and months to establish 
the key highlights and areas for further fo-
cused improvement.

Pupils looking for advice and support 
can call the dedicated exam results help-
line which has been set up by Skills De-
velopment Scotland. 

The helpline – which is open between 
9am and 5pm daily until Wednesday Au-
gust 16 – offers advice on college and uni-
versity course vacancies, confi rmation 
and clearing, and advice about Modern or 
Foundation Apprenticeships, employment 
or volunteering. Calls are free on 0808 100 
8000 although operator charges may ap-
ply. Students can also access help, advice 
and support through the SDS MY World 
of Work website at www.myworldofwork.
co.uk/examresults

The stricken yacht is secured to the MV Catriona where it is brought to the side of the 
vessel and secured there as it is taken to the pontoon. Once there the yacht is directed 
towards the pontoon with the wash from MV Catriona’s thrusters where the HM 
Coastguard team secures it to the jetty.

guard rescue team to help. 
They in turn contacted Cal-
Mac to ask the MV Catrio-
na for assistance.

Sannox resident Brian 
Crawley, who was visiting 
his brother in Lochranza, 
watched the events unfold 
from his brother’s garden 
and took a series of pho-
tographs showing the skill 
of the skipper and the ma-
noeuvrability of the ves-

sel as it returned the yacht 
to safety. Brian said: ‘It 
was quite something to 
watch. MV Catriona re-
turned from the Kilbrannan 
Sound towing the yacht. 
As it neared the pontoon at 
Lochranza the skipper used 
the wash from the thrusters 
to push it straight towards 
the jetty where HM Coast-
guard staff received it and 
secured it to the jetty.’

VISITING ARRAN EVERY WEEK
For more details or to book an appointment 

please contact Russell Pearson: 01292 317214 
or Email: rpearson@map-link.co.uk

Map Link will work with a panel of regulated advisors and experts to help 
provide you with the best possible value and advice.

A one-stop shop for all your
financial requirements:
Business or Personal
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Editorial

Thought for the week
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publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

‘The Lord is gracious 
and compassionate, 
slow to anger and rich in 
love. The Lord is good 
to all; He has compas-
sion on all He has made.’ 
(Psalms 145: 8-9)

Challenging times
Sir,
I read the article entitled 
‘Care home trying to fi ll six 
vacancies’ (Banner, July 
29). In particular, I was in-
terested that the spokesman 
for North Ayrshire Council 
should say: ‘Recruitment 
on Arran, not just in Mon-
trose House, can be chal-
lenging at times.’

This comment will come 
as no surprise to anyone 
with any connection with 
Montrose House, following 
the peremptory dismissal 
or suspension of fi ve care 
workers.

My mother-in-law was 
a resident of Montrose 
House for seven years and 
had nothing but wonder-
ful care from truly dedicat-
ed and kind staff. Nothing 
was a bother at any time of 
the day or night and she, 
and her family, could not 
have spoken more highly 
of them. 

I fi nd it hard to believe 
that any of those who cared 
for my mother-in-law, and 
whom I know are among 
those who were dismissed 
or suspended, could have 
their care standards called 
into question.

It is a sad refl ection on 
NAC’s human resources, 
that, due to lack of staff, 
respite care has had to be 
suspended and a number of 
beds which should be avail-
able for needy residents of 
Arran are being utilised for 
accommodation for main-
land staff.

Such is the sad outcome of 
these ‘challenging times’.

Yours,
Kenneth Pritchard,
Lochranza.

Skinnymalinks
Sir,
Arran Skinnymalinks has 
been running for three 
years now and has extend-
ed across several villag-

es on the island thanks to a 
fantastic group of volunteer 
leaders and, of course, the 
people who come along to 
weigh in.

Attendance depends very 
much on what is happen-
ing in participants’ lives 
at the time (weddings, ba-
bies, health issues), on their 
mindset and on the goal 
they wish to reach. Our 
best attendance tends to be 
in January to help with new 
year resolutions.

In running any Skinny-
malinks campaign, my goal 
remains the same and that 
is to feed starving chil-
dren in this world of plenty. 
Mary’s Meals offers these 
children a bowl of porridge 
and an education providing 
hope for their future. Just 
7p is the average cost of a 
meal so every penny really 
does count.

In this year alone, Arran 
Skinnymalinks has donated 
enough money to provide 
26,256 meals – thank you 
so much Skinnymalinks.

Thanks also to all our 
weigh in venues over the 
course of the year – Brod-
ick, Lamlash and Shiskine 
Churches, Isle of Arran 
Distillery, Brègha Holistic 
Beauty and Pipers Cottage 
and Arran Active.

Yours,
Alison Page,
Mary’s Meals
ambassador.

Fèis thanks
Sir,
This year’s fèis was a won-
derful success thanks to all 
the fantastic young people 
who attended and were a 
pleasure to have with us.

For the professionalism 
and vitality of the tutors and 
the hard working commit-
tee, we give thanks. So to 
for continuing encourage-
ment and fi nancial support 
of North Ayrshire Coun-
cil and the six represent-

atives, including Provost 
Ian Clarkson, who attended 
the participants’ concert. To 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal and 
Creative Scotland for sup-
port and funding.

The janitors and Mitie 
staff for looking after us 
and Mr Smith for the use of 
the classrooms. Tony Mor-
row of Arran Deliveries 
for transporting our instru-
ments.

To all businesses and in-
dividuals who have gener-
ously donated to our raffl es 
and in different ways giv-
en us their time and help. 
To the Arran Banner for its 
coverage and support and, 
last but not least, to all the 
parents who came along to 
the ceilidh and concert and 
supported us during the 
week. Tapadh leibh.

Yours,
Gillian Frame,
Fèis Arainn.

Considerate
Sir,
The bus service in Arran is 
excellent. 

It was precisely what at-
tracted myself and my fam-
ily, none of us, at that time, 
car owners, to visit Arran 
over 20 years ago and we 
have been returning regu-
larly and frequently ever 
since.

With the increase of vis-
itors to the island, the 
buses have become ex-
tremely busy at certain 
times of the day. This sit-
uation calls for considerate 
behaviour on the part of all 
travellers, towards their fel-
low passengers.

Twice in the same week, 
I have observed a particu-
lar gentleman in a packed 
bus occupying one seat for 
himself while the seat next 
to him was occupied by his 
dog. 

On the second occasion, 
only a day or two later, 
the same person was oc-
cupying one seat while the 

seat adjacent was fi lled by 
his large yellow shopping 
bag. The bus was, again, 
packed.

Could bus drivers be en-
couraged to point out to 
passengers that they have 
paid for one seat?

Yours,
S Collier,
Edinburgh.

Fast connection
Sir,
I refer to your correspond-
ent’s comments about 
broadband availability on 
Arran and have to state that 
it is not a situation I recog-
nise.

After the green cabinets 
had been installed across 
the island just over a year 
ago, my ISP contacted 
me, advising me that fi -
bre broadband was now 
available at my postcode 
and asking if I would like 
to upgrade my broadband 
package. 

After a bit of haggling, a 
package was agreed prom-
ising a download speed of  
‘up to’ 80Mbs.  A shiny new 
modem arrived a couple of 
days later and the only bug-
bear was waiting for Open-
reach to come out and ‘con-
nect’ me at the cabinet.

Since connection I have 
only lost service during 
power cuts and have con-
stantly had a fast connec-
tion.

This afternoon I checked 
my download speed three 
times at hourly intervals 
(https:/ /broadbandtest .
which.co.uk/); each test has 
given me a download speed 
in excess of 100Mbs.

A check of the many 
broadband availabili-
ty websites shows various 
fi bre packages available in 
the Whiting Bay area, at 
various download speeds. 
You get what you pay for.

Yours,
P W Yates,
Catacol.

Relief all round
As our front page says: 
What a relief! And that is 
exactly how the whole is-
land and every visitor feels.

For the council to shut the 
public toilets on Arran in 
the fi rst place – in a thriv-
ing tourist destination – 
was an act of extreme folly. 
The paltry sum being saved 
could not justify the repu-
tational damage to Arran 
by the decision. For, as has 
been said, a reputation built 
up over many years can be 
lost at the drop of a hat by 
such a decision.

The move has been in all 
the national papers, on TV, 
on the radio and even re-
ported overseas. The letters 
pages of the Banner have 
been red hot with com-
plaints, with some visitors 
saying they would not be 
returning until the situation 
was resolved.

Now, at last, things are 
happening. Community 
groups around the island, 
some for the fi rst time, have 
come together and said 
enough is enough and are 
now in the act of re opening 
some of the toilets with 
more to follow. We say give 
them a big cheer and a sin-
cere thank you.

The council, on the oth-
er hand, only deserves a 
loud boo. Why on earth, if 
it really had to shut the toi-
lets due to budget cuts, did 
it not appeal to community 
groups earlier to take them 
over?

Then this whole sorry 
saga need never have hap-
pened.
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Cafe Thyme
There is always something new 
on the menu at Cafe Thyme at 
Machrie. 

The café has its own wood burn-
ing oven and makes homemade 
bread and pides (Turkish style piz-
za/calzone), uses local produce 
(you must try the Machrie lamb 
kofte kebab with mixed bean salad 
on homemade fl atbread!) and salad 
leaves and herbs are grown on site. 
The menu caters for all including 
gluten free and vegan.

There are fresh homemade cakes 
and scones with clotted cream 
every morning along with good 
coffee and an extensive selection 
of loose leaf teas. Open every day 
10am – 5pm, lunches 12-3pm, ful-
ly licensed with indoor and outdoor 
seating, stunning views, a great 
play area and onsite retail therapy 
in the Old Byre Showroom!

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran  
best location, best service, best value

Lunches 12 - 3pm   Evening Meals 5 - 8.30pm
Booking essential for evening meals 01770 860444

• lunches, light bites & evening meals
• fresh seafood & local produce
• fabulous seafront location
• childrens menu and high chairs available

20%  discoun† on bar classics 
& sharing  pla††ers 5-6pm

on Arran
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All the trophy winners at the 181st farmers’ show

Faye Anderson with her zwartbles sheep which picked 
up several prizes. B32show02

Colin Currie of Bridgend Farm, Shiskine, with his 
champion two-shear Texel tup and helper Julie 
Hamill. 01_B32show03

Diane Lewis with her champion Clydedale Rosie. 01_B32show05

The success of farmers’ show 
is down to the army of volun-
teers who help out every year, 
the Arran Farmers’ Society 
said this week, writes Hugh 
Boag.

Despite heavy downpours 
on the day a big crowd 
packed into the show fi eld at 
Glenkiln to enjoy the 181st 
annuual show, as reported in 
last week’s Banner.

Secretary Christine 
McBride said: ‘The soci-
ety would like to thank all 
volunteers who came along 
and assisted on the day – 
too many to name individu-
ally – all gatemen, car park 
attendants, raffl e ticket sell-
ers, runners, catering assis-
tants, and not forgetting the 
directors themselves who 
spend almost a week set-
ting up and taking apart the 
show fi eld.

‘Also to the stock exhibi-
tors, the owners of the vin-
tage tractors and anyone 
else who helped make our 
day such a success. Thank 
you also to everyone who 
attended, and see you next 
year on Wednesday August 
1, 2018!’

For one farmer it was 
an anxious day. Niall Mc-
Master’s wife Genevieve 
was in Crosshouse Hos-
pital expecting their fi rst 
child. When their Blueface 
Leicester shearling tup won 
reserve champion Niall, 
who thought he may have to 
leave the show at any min-
ute, was terrifi ed to tell her 
in case the excitement was 
too much.

For the second year run-
ning there were no dairy en-
tries and most of the cat-
tle judging was done at the 
farms because of the con-
ditions in the fi eld. There 
were also no suffolk sheep 
entries.

The silver cups and trophies for 

2017 were presented as follows:  
The James Bone Esq. Memori-
al Cup for the Overhead Cham-
pionship of the Show, Lois Ash-
ley, Ardloss, Machrie. The Robert 
Heggie Perpetual Cup for the Re-
serve Overhead Championship, R 
& N McMaster, Springfi eld, West 
Bennan.

The Late Mary, Duchess of 
Montrose, Challenge Trophy for 
the Championship in the Cat-
tle Section, A Currie, Birchburn, 
Shiskine.  The Major Thomas Mil-
ligan R E Cup for the Champion-
ship in the Beef Section, A Currie. 
Silver Chalice presented by John 
Corrie for the Reserve Champi-
on in the Beef Section, A Sout-
ter, South Feorline, Shiskine. The 
John Paterson Bowl for Opposite 
Sex to Beef Champion, A Soutter. 
Silver Cup for the Male Champi-
on of a bull of any age, R Irving, 
Hawthorn, Whiting Bay. The Lagg 
Challenge Cup for the Best Suck-
led Calf, A Soutter.

James Inglis Trophy, re-present-
ed by Dr. John C Jenkins, for Best 
Cow in Milk bred in Arran,  N & 
D Henderson, Kilpatrick Farm, 
Kilpatrick. Perpetual Trophy for 
Pure Bred Traditional/Native Cat-
tle Breeds, presented by Minute-
man Press, Ayr., C McKinnon, 
Hillhead, Shannochie. The W A 
Robertson Perpetual Trophy for 
the Best Stock Handler under 16 
in the section confi ned to Arran,  J 
Hamill.

John M Hamilton Perpetual Tro-
phy for the Championship in the 
Pony Section, L Ashley. The Bev-
erley Morrow Trophy for the Re-
serve Champion in the Pony Sec-
tion, T Warwick, Old Stables, 
Kings Cross. Murchie Harvey Tro-
phy for Overall Winner in Classes 
25/26/27/28/29, T Warwick. Cor-
riegills Arabian Stud Trophy for 
the Best In-Hand Horse or Pony in 
Classes 20/21/22/23 presented by 
D & C Hendry, T Warwick. Saddle 
Up Trophy for Overhead  Working 
Hunter, L Ashley, Arran’s Cheese 
Shop Trophy for Reserve Cham-
pion Working Hunter, K Morri-
son, Stonedown, Whiting Bay. 
Arran Farmer’s Society Perpetu-
al Trophy for Best Rider 14 years 
and under, L Currie, Birchburn, 
Shiskine. John C Picken Perpetual 
Trophy for Best Pony 13.2 Hands 

or under, L Henderson, Kilpatr-
cik Farm, Kilpatrick. Kings Cross 
point Memorial Trophy, in memo-
ry of Margaret L. Abram, for Child 
Handler with Pony 13.2 Hands or 
under, A West, Ben Varrey, Whit-
ing Bay. Dale and Hunter Trophy 
for Champion Clydesdale, D Lew-
is, Kirkend Nursery, Whiting Bay.

Craig Wilson Ltd. Trophy for 
Overhead Champion Sheep, R 
& N McMaster. Morton Perpet-
ual Cup for Best Male or Female 
Blackfaced Sheep, J K & C Bone, 
Glankiln, Lamlash. John Selkirk 
Memorial Trophy for Reserve 
Champion in Blackface Sheep 
Section, J K & C Bone. R J Tod 
Perpetual Trophy for Male Cham-
pion Blackfaced Sheep, M Mc-
Neish, Craigview, Kilmory. G. & 
J. Tod & Sons Silver Cup for Best 
Home Bred Male, J K & C Bone. 
Perpetual Trophy for Best Home 
Bred Female, J K & C Bone. F H 
McLeod & Sons Trophy for Best 
Wooled Sheep, N & P Brown, 
Clachaig, Kilmory. 

Duke of Montrose Silver Award 
for Best Leicester, Male or Fe-
male, R & N McMaster. The E 
Ferguson Ltd Trophy for Reserve 
Champion in Leicester Sheep Sec-
tion, R & N McMaster. Royal 
Bank of Scotland Cup for Champi-
on Texel, W Currie, Bridge Farm, 
Balmichael. The Donnie McDon-
ald, Balegra, Perpetual Cup for the 
Reserve Champion Texel, R & N 
McMaster. The James Craig Ltd., 
Perpetual Trophy for the Best of 
Opposite Sex to Champion, N & 
D Henderson. McNiven Trophy 
presented by D McNiven & Son, 
Machrie for Champion in Oth-
er Breeds Sheep Section, N & D 
Henderson. Robt. Young & Com-
pany Trophy for Reserve Cham-
pion in Other Breeds Sheep Sec-
tion, F Anderson, Thistle Dhu, 
Shiskine. Fleece Trophy present-
ed by Wool Growers Ltd, F Ander-
son, Drummond Trophy for Sheep 
with Most Points, J K & C Bone. 
Perpetual Trophy presented by the 
Prudential Assurance Company 
for Traditional Sheep Breeds, R & 
N McMaster. Arran Gas Company  
Perpetual Trophy for Best Three 
Prime Lambs, W Currie. Bank of 
Scotland Cup for Best Pet Lamb, 
Lily Gribbon, Waterside Farm, 
Cargenbridge, Dumfries. Perpet-
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All the trophy winners at the 181st farmers’ show

The society directors pose for a group photograph. 01_B32show04

ual Rosebowl for the Best Shorn 
Fleece presented by J & J Lammie, 
F Anderson.

Mrs P Muir Perpetual Trophy for 
Best Dog,  R O’Neill, West Kil-
bride with Woody.  Arran Farmers’  
Society Trophy for Reserve Cham-
pion Dog.  G McBurnie, Kilwin-

ning with Callie. Arran Fine Foods 
Trophy for Champion Stick, D 
Brown, Ridgeway, Corriecravie. 
George Battison  Perpetual Cup 
presented by K. Sinclair for Best 
Shepherd’s Crook, D Brown. Ar-
chie Hamilton Agricultural Engi-
neers Trophy for Champion Vin-

tage Tractor,  C Hutton, Kilmory, 
Lochwinnoch.

The James Dunlop Donald Per-
petual  Points Challenge Trophy 
for most points gained in Cattle, 
Sheep and Horse Sections,  J K & 
C Bone. like us on facebook www.facebook.com/arranbanner

IF YOU’VE just received 
your exam results and 
are thinking about life 
after school, remember 
that we’re here to help. 
Your local centre is open 
next week so come 
along to speak to us 
about what courses and 
options are available to 
you.

Whatever your 
particular interest – 
from maritime skills to 
hairdressing, hospitality 
management or primary 
teaching – Argyll 
College UHI has it 
covered.

We have more than 
200 courses to choose 
from – at levels ranging 
from National 2 right 
through to BA (Hons) 
or BSc (Hons) – there’s 
something for everyone.

So if you want to 
boost your existing 
qualifi cations, you’re 
looking for a change of 
direction or you simply 
want to make the most 
of the opportunity to 
learn, achieve and 
advance while in the 
beautiful surroundings 
of Argyll, why not visit 
your local Argyll College 
UHI learning centre and 

fi nd out what’s on offer.
With more than 80 full-

time courses starting 
this September, principal 
Fraser Durie said now is 
the time to look into the 
opportunities provided 
by the college. ‘Last 
year more than 1,600 
people chose to study 
with us, which shows 
not just the importance 
of Argyll College UHI to 
the local communities 
it serves but also the 
variety of subjects and 
courses on offer,’ he 
said.

‘We’re constantly 

developing our 
curriculum to ensure 
it best refl ects the 
demands of our local 
population, and have 
added several new 
courses this year which 
we believe will be 
popular additions to an 
already exciting range 
of options.

‘We now have a 

huge range of courses 
available covering an 
array of subjects.  

‘I’d like to think there’s 
something of interest for 
everyone, regardless of 
age or background.  

‘National statistics 
published earlier this 
year show that more 
Argyll College UHI 
students than ever 
before are successfully 
completing their 
courses, and we’re 
delighted that so many 
are able to move 
onwards and upwards, 
whether that be in 
terms of progressing to 
other qualifi cations or 
in terms of moving into 
employment.

‘We look forward 
to welcoming a new 

cohort of students 
in September. We’re 
confi dent that choosing 
to study at Argyll College 
UHI is a decision they 
won’t regret.’ 

Anyone interested in 
fi nding out what courses 
are available should 
either visit their local 
learning centre to chat 
to our staff and pick up a 
prospectus, or else look 
at the College’s website 
at www.argyllcollege.
ac.uk 

Argyll College 
UHI is one of 13 
academic partners of 
the University of the 
Highlands and Islands, 
and is the main provider 
of further and higher 
education in Argyll and 
Bute.

Drop in for careers advice
ADVERTORIAL
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Community rallies to 
shape sensory garden

Lamlash Church has been 
exploring ways to develop 
its grounds to create a com-
munity garden. 

This is a huge project and 
will take time, effort and 
money.

Work has already started 
on the fi rst step to create a 
sensory garden, where the 
planting and sculpture em-
braces the fi ve senses of 
smell, sight, touch, hearing 
and taste.

The church hopes to in-
volve local schools and 
groups as well as secur-
ing business sponsorship 
in the initiative, spearhead-
ed by Music Matters Arran 
and the kirk session, who 
appreciate the value this 
project will offer the com-

The community garden takes shape with the planting of its 
� rst sensory plants. 

munity. The aim of the gar-
den is to create a tranquil 
place for people to wander, 
sit or be involved in plant-
ing, maintaining and enjoy-
ing the special place.

Local sculptors, wood-
workers and artists will be 
invited to contribute so that 
the whole area will become 
a garden offering some-
thing for everyone, espe-
cially those who are often 
isolated through age, phys-
ical or mental disability.

The minister, the Rev Lily 
McKinnon, said: ‘We are 
deeply touched by the gen-
erosity and support from so 
many people on the island 
and the mainland. 

‘The Margie Moffat Trust 
gifted £1,000, which en-

abled us to buy a host of 
sensory plants, which have 
now been planted, and 
thanks to Lochranza dis-
tillery’s donation of 10 half 
whisky barrels.

‘Mark Bunyan gave us 

Robert Marr and Graeme 
McKinnon assisted in the 
potting and planting.’

The garden, once estab-
lished, will be open to the 
public and other groups 
wishing to visit.

two tactile toad-
stools which 
will help stim-
ulate memory 
and conversa-
tion, while Neil 
Young Joinery 
supplied free top 
soil. 

‘ C o n t i n u i n g 
with the com-
munity involve-
ment, Pearl 
Forbes donated 
some pots, and 
Dorothy Boyle, 

Toadstools donated by Mark Bunyan 
are some of the � rst sculptures to 
decorate the garden.

what will we discover?

Mc Tear’s experts will be back on Arran on Friday 18th 
August to offer free auction advice on antiques, works of 
art, paintings, ceramics, silver, jewellery, coins, furniture 
or whisky.

To make an appointment, please contact Magda Ketterer 
on 0141 810 2880, or email magda@mctears.co.uk

Specialists from McTear’s travel the UK visiting 
clients, advising on the auction values of antiques and 
works of art.

During a local house contents valuation this Victorian 
peridot and diamond holbein brooch was discovered 
in an old jewellery box, and sold for £750.

If you don’t ask…

Meiklewood Gate | 31 Meiklewood Road | Glasgow G51 4EU

McTear’s offers a free collection 
service. Please ask for details.

more sales. more bidders. more often.

mctears.co.uk
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Clan Currie to
gather on Arran
The Currie Clan will return 
to their roots next week 
when more than 20 mem-
bers of the clan from the 
US, Canada and Scotland 
will be visiting Arran for 
three days.

Following a family con-
vention in Glasgow with 
the Lord Lyon, Dr Joseph 
Morrow QC, who will 
oversee the selection of a 
leader for the Currie fam-
ily, a contingent will visit 
Arran, some on business, 
some for pleasure and oth-
ers a return to their ances-
tral homeland.

Robert Currie, whose 
family were originally 
from Shiskine, will dedi-
cate a plaque at the Clachan 
Church in Shiskine on 
Wednesday August 16 in 
memory of all Curries of 
Arran. This will take place 
at 2pm and will be led by 
Rev Angus Adamson and 
the Rev Dr David Currie.

Robert said: ‘My family 
were Arranites who lived in 
Shiskine and Kilmory. My 
great-greatgrandfather was 
Neill Currie who left for 
Canada with his wife Flo-
ra. Neill was the son of Pe-
ter Currie and Mary Craw-
ford. Neil and Flora were 
married in 1828 at Kilmory.

Meeting to hear of 
innovative concept
Graeme McCormick will 
host a public meeting to-
morrow (Sunday) on the 
topic of annual ground 
rent, an innovative con-
cept, basing the funding of 
public services from a tax 
on land value rather than 
income.

Over the past year, 
Graeme has been touring 
Scotland with his presenta-
tion of a model of annual 
ground rent which address-
es many issues, including 
land reform, increased pub-
lic revenue to address aus-
terity, replacement of ex-
isting taxation, substantial 
reduction in most people’s 
contribution to the public 
purse and a driver for eco-
nomic growth. Graeme sets 
out the case for a responsi-
ble and viable way of stim-
ulating the economic pros-
perity Scotland is capable 
of.

The meeting will take 

place from 2pm to 4pm at 
the Ormidale Pavilion in 
Brodick, and is likely to 
spark an interesting dis-
cussion. The presentation 
is being hosted by the Ar-
ran branch of the SNP and 
is open to the public as well 
as members. Tea and coffee 
will be available and do-
nations to the Arran Food 
Bank will be welcomed.

Rev Adamson plays the pipes at Robert Currie’s wedding anniversary in 1997. 

Robert Currie’s visit to Arran in 1992 where he presented 
trophies at the Brodick Highland Games.

‘After arriving in Que-
bec from Troon, Neill 
published a semi-autobi-
ographical book entitled 
The religious experience of 
Neill Currie: A native of the 
Island of Arran, Scotland in 
1846. Neill lamented over 
missing his beloved is-
land and told rich stories of 
worshipping in the Preach-
er’s Cave near Kilpatrick. 
Many of my ancestors are 
buried at Kilmory and like-
ly more at Shiskine.

‘By coincidence as well, 
I have had the pleasure of 
meeting Angus Adamson 
over several chapters of 
our respective lives. First, 
I was invited by my friend 
Charles Currie to hand out 
some of the trophies at the 
1992 Brodick Highland 
Games and Adamson was 
the piping champion. 

‘Later in 1997, Angus 
piped for my wife, daugh-
ters and I as we returned to 
Arran on the occasion of 
our 10th wedding anniver-
sary to renew our vows at 
Kilmory Church.’

While visiting Arran, 
some members of the Cur-
rie family will be attend-
ing the ceilidh in Brodick 
on Wednesday night to test 
their Scottish country danc-
ing skills.

The following day they 
will tour the Arran Dis-
tillery at Lochranza – 
which was also started by 
a Currie – and they will 

round off their visit with 
trips to the Heritage Mu-
seum and Brodick Castle. 
Time permitting, some of 
them hope to squeeze in a 
round of golf at Shiskine.

If there are any Curries 
who would like to take part 
in the family convention in 
Glasgow there is still time 
to register to participate 
by contacting the Rev Dr 
David Currie at currie
convention@gmail.com. 
Any other Curries are also 
invited to attend the pres-
entation of the plaque at the 
Clachan Church in Shiskine.

Following their visit to 
Arran, the Curries will be 
involved in a pre-show cer-
emony of the Edinburgh 
Military Tattoo where they 
will march up the Royal 
Mile onto Edinburgh Cas-
tle esplanade with their 
new leader, known as the 
Commander, while joining 
other Scottish clans and 
families.  

JOHN
ROBERTSON 
& SONS
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ

Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243
Mob: 07799640214

Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

SERVICED 
PLOTS 

AVAILABLE
From Planning
to Completion

Joiners Ltd

TOP SOIL FOR SALE 
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SWI Federation show 
honours go to Lamlash

Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

Lamlash SWI took the bulk 
of the trophies at the Ar-
ran SWI Federation annual 
handicraft show, which was 
held last Wednesday at the 
community theatre in Lam-
lash.

Taking home seven tro-
phies, they were close-
ly followed by Kildonan 
with six, in part owing to 
the handwork of Nancy 
Bremner and Judith Baines 
who won best in show and 
runner up. Shiskine fol-
lowed closely behind with 
fi ve trophies including the 
coveted best community 
tray whose theme this year 
was Taste of the Raj. Cor-

SWI show visitors inspect some of the items in the baking category. 01_B32SWI03

Marion Melvin, Corrie SWI 
took the Rachel Trophy 
for best knitted article on 
Show. 01_B32SWI01

Proud winner of the Marvin 
Elliot Trophy, Jenny Harper 
of the Shiskine SWI won 
the award for her Shetland 
scarf. 01_B32SWI02

A small selection of the items that will be donated to the 
Neo-Natal Unit at Crosshouse Hospital. 01_B32SWI04

rie SWI took four trophies 
and Kilmory one, including 
a jointly shared trophy only 
available to institutes with 
fewer than 25 members.

As reported in last week’s 
Banner the show had a 
healthy entry of 365 entries 
across 21 categories, and 
the fi ve institutes on Ar-
ran displayed an enormous 
amount of talent shared 
across the Arran SWI Fed-
eration. Show co-conven-
ers Morag Munro and Vicki 
Milne who awarded the 
trophies at the prize-giv-
ing, along with honorary 
member Mary McKenzie, 
thanked all of the entrants, 
praising them for the quali-
ty of their work and for their 

continued commitment to-
wards the SWI. A special 
mention was also made for 
the signifi cant contribution 
of knitwear which is donat-
ed to the Neo-Natal Unit at 
Crosshouse Hospital every 
year.

The full results of the tro-
phy winners are: Trophy do-
nated by the late Duchess of 
Montrose for best communi-
ty tray, Shiskine SWI. Tro-
phy donated by the late Dr 
James Buchanan for institute 
gaining most points in show, 
Lamlash SWI. Trophy donat-
ed by the late Miss E Fergu-
son, Lamlash for best entry 
in handcraft sections, Nancy 
Bremner. The Jean Anderson 
Memorial Tray for runner 
up to best entry in handcraft 
cections, Judith Baines.  Tro-
phy donated by the late Mrs. 
J. Petrie, Lamlash, for most 
points gained by an institute 
with 20 or fewer members, 
Corrie and Sannox SWI. 
Margaret Haddow Trophy 
for community handcrafts, 
Lamlash SWI. The Mary W 

McGarrity Memorial Tro-
phy, donated by the late Mr J 
McGarrity, Corrie, for com-
petitor gaining most points 
in handcraft sections, Elma 
Stevenson.

Isle of Arran Federation 
Trophy for competitor gain-
ing most points in baking 
section, Morag Murchie. 
Trophy donated by the late 
Mrs H Mitchell for compet-
itor gaining most points in 
class 21, Jenny Harper. Tro-
phy donated by the late Mrs 
M Frew for Institute with 
25 or fewer members gain-
ing most points in class 19, 
Corrie and Sannox SWI and 
Kilmory SWI. Trophy do-
nated by Arran Provisions 
for member gaining most 
points in class 17 – four 
item, Kirsty Forsyth. 

Kilmory Trophy donated 
by the late Mrs Dale, Cor-
riecravie for most points 
gained in class 15, Mor-
ag Campbell. Queen’s Jubi-
lee Trophy donated by Mrs 
Elma Stevenson, greeting 
cards, Rosemary Roberts.

The Rachel Trophy donat-
ed by Betty Bremner, Lam-
lash in memory of her sister 
Ray Bremner, for best knit-
ted article in show, Mari-
on Melvin. Brenda Waddell 
Trophy for best knitted soft 
toy, Nancy Bremner. The 
Helen MacAlister Quaich 
for best thrift article,  Kirsty 
Forsyth. Magazine trophy, 
fruit and nut breakfast muf-
fi n, Vivienne Haigh. Marvin 
Elliott Trophy for Shetland 
scarf knitted in 2 or 3 ply, 
Jenny Harper. The Nan Mur-
chie Memorial Rose Bowl, 
class 15A, Julie Wilkinson. 
Joan Crawley trophy best en-
try embroidery, Angela Ir-
ving. The Gardner Trophy 
donated by Morag Gardner 
- runner up to best in show, 
Judith Baines. Best in show 
– Corrie and Sannox Tro-
phy donated by Anne Pring-
le, Nancy Bremner.
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Brodick Highland Games 
pulls in record crowds

Tom Gilmore successfully lifts one of the McGlashan stones. 01_B32games18

Words and photographs 
Hugh Boag

Record crowds and a sunny 
afternoon turned the 
Brodick Highland Games 
into a fantastic day of fun 
at Ormidale Park last Sat-
urday.

It was 20 years, almost 
to the day, since the Queen 
came to Arran to open the 
Highland Games, which 
was the fi rst event at the 
new playing fi elds. So it 
was fi tting, then, that the 
2017 games saw a record 
crowd of 4,108 beating 
the previous record set 
two years ago.

And what a day of sight 
and sounds the large 
crowd had to enjoy. Four 
pipe bands this year gave 
the traditional opening to 
the games with the march 
along the shorefront led 
by Arran’s own pipe band 

followed by Kilbarchan, 
Kirkintilloch and May-
bole pipe bands.

But it was to prove a 
year of departures. After 

many years, Rosie Cooke, 
who always led Maybole 
Pipe Band back in wear-
ing the most outlandish 
of costumes, has retired. 

To mark her commitment 
to the games, she was pre-
sented with the MacMil-
lan Trophy in the centre 
of the fi eld, handed out at 

the discretion of the secre-
tary Sheila Gilmore. Ro-
sie accepted the cup and 
a big bunch of fl owers as 
she waved to the cheering 
crowds.

It was the last competi-
tive games, too, for Scott 
Clark, who, are reported 
in last week’s Banner, is 
calling time on the heavy 
eventing which has tak-
en him all over the world. 
However, on the day, the 
strong events champion 
was Daniel Carlin from 
Barrhead, who cleaned 
up in all the heavy events, 
lifting the Rev James Cur-
rie Cup for the highest 
overall score.

This year there was 
also a strongman contest 
which saw four compet-
itors take part in a series 
of challenges, culminat-
ing in the lifting of the 
four McGlashan Stones 

weighing from 110kg to 
150kg, fi rst seen on Arran 
last year. Only Edinburgh 
strongman Ewan Camer-
on completed all four, al-
though some of the heavy 
event contestants also had 
a go.

The various charity and 
food and drink stalls did 
a roaring trade as the tra-
ditional races and events 
were held around the 
fi eld. Unfortunately, the 
Highland dancing had to 
be moved to the village 
hall as the only shower of 
the day occurred just as 
the dancing was starting, 
but they enjoyed a suc-
cessful event.

Ahead of the last ferry, 
the pipe bands made their 
traditional march back 
to the pier and held their 
play-off before the visit-
ing bands boarded the fer-
ry back to the mainland.

The four pipe bands entertain the crowds at Ormidale Park. 01_B32games06
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Strongman Euan Cameron carries a huge rock with encouragement from Jamie Barr. 
01_B32games13

Strongman Jamie Barr � ips a heavy door. 01_B32games08
Left, Scott Clark in action in the throwing event. 01_B32games04; and right, Andrew Earle 
from Sliddery puts everything into the throwing event. 01_B32games05

The mass pipe bands in their traditional play-o�  at the pier at the end of the games. 
01_B32games01

Two youngsters battle it out on the pillow-� ght bar. 01_B32games22

Left, Scott Clark gives a huge heave to the caber but he could only manage second place, 
and right, Scott acknowledges the crowd. 01_B32games20 and 01_B32games21

The entrants in the fancy dress competition. 01_B32games03

Rosie Cook gives a � nal fancy dress farewell to Maybole Pipe Band. 01_B32games27
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Derek Shand takes charge of the big drum for Maybole. 01_B32games07

The drumming unit of the Arran Pipe Band were dressed up as lions. 01_B32games28

No prisoners taken in the pillow-� ght. 01_B32games23

One young contestant has time to check where her nearest opponents are during a race. 
01_B32games09

Tia McKinnon crosses the � nishing line � rst to win her race. 01_B32games10

Arran Ladies hockey team raise funds at their human friut machine stall. 01_B32games15

Highland Dancers bow after picking up their medals at the end of the competition which 
was forced by the rain into Brodick Hall. 01_B32games16

The entrants in the fancy dress competition. 01_B32games03
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Heavy events
Putting the Ball (open) 1 
Daniel Carlin, 2 Andrew 
Earl, 3 Scott Clark; 4 Craig 
Nicholson, 5 Ernie Weir. 
Throwing 28lb Weight for 
Distance: 1 Daniel Carlin, 
2 Scott Clark, 3 Craig Ni-
cholson, 4 Andrew Earle, 5 
Ernie Weir.

Throwing the Hammer, 
Scots Standing Style: 1 
Daniel Carlin, 2 Craig Ni-
cholson, 3 Scott Clark, 4 
Andrew Earle, 5 Ernie Weir. 

Throwing 56lb weight 
for Height: 1 Daniel Car-
lin, 2 Scott Clark, 3  Craig 
Nicholson, 4 Ernie Weir 
5  Rory Gilmore.

Throwing 56lb weight 
for Height: 1 Daniel Car-
lin, 2 Scott Clark, 3 Craig 
Nicholson, 4 Ernie Weir 5 
Rory Gilmore.

Tossing the Caber: 1 Dan-
iel Carlin, 2 Scott Clark, 
3 Ernie Weir, 4 Craig Ni-
cholson, 5th Andrew Earle

Special Challenge Caber: 
1 Daniel Carlin.

Otherevents 
Fancy Dress: 1 Hari Voss, 

2 Callan Park  3eq Lila and 
Bella Mounsey

25m Boys 3 and 4: 1 
Thomas Divers, 2 Dan Pat-
erson, 3 Gregor Camp-
bell. 25m Girls 3 and 4: 
1 Tia McKinnon, 2 Sum-
mer Bates, 3 Ruby McAr-
thur. 50m Boys 5  and 6: 1 
Arran McLellan, 2 Charlie 
Gilmore, 3 Kyle McIntyre. 
50m Girls 5 and 6: 1 Skye 
McClelland, 2 EvieBoylan, 
3 Millie Bates.

50m Boys 7 and 8: 1 Louie 
Ross, 2 Alfi e Gilmore, 3 
James Molloy. 50m Girls 
7 and 8: 1 Charlotte Gem-

mell, 2 Anna Elsa Robins, 
3 Grace Popplewell. 75m 
Boys 9 and 10: 1 Connor 
Norman, 2 Charlie Ross, 
3 Angus McCartney. 75m 
Girls 9 and 10: 1 Shannon 
Brown, 2 Susannah Kay, 3 
Adele Street.

100m Boys u12: 1 Con-
nor Norman:,2 Alvin Rob-
bins, 3 Ruairi Barr. 100m 
Girls u12: 1 Catriona Scott, 
2 Holly Kirkwood, 3 Ca-
cee McKenna.  100m Boys 
u14: 1 Ben Burns, 2 Camer-
on Bilsland, 3 Hamish Barr. 
100m Girls u14: 1 Hol-
ly Kirkwood, 2 Catriona 
Scott, 3 Georgia Norman.

100m Boys u16: 1 Aidan 
Brindley, 2 George Barr, 3 
Alexander Orderly. 100m  
Girls u16: 1 Isabel Cart-
er, 2 Kerry Brown, 3 Car-
la Murray. 100m Men 16+: 
1 Seamus Thomson, 2 Jon-
athon Thomson, 3 Gavin 
Hogarth. 100m Women 
16+: 1 Phoebe Lewis, 2 
Jodie McHail.

Pillow Fight:  8-11yrs: 1 
Logan Barr, 2 Isabella Reid. 
Pillow Fight 12-14yrs: 1 
Megan Dennis, 2 Jesse Le-
hmann. Pillow Fight 15+: 
1 Duncan Coyne, 2 Harry 
Littlejohn.

800m Boys u14: 1 Cam-

eron Bilsland, 2 Hamish 
Barr, 3 Jonah Tietgen. 
800m Girls u14: 1 Holly 
Kirkwood, 2 MaryjaneM-
cInally, 3 EilidhBallantyne. 
800m Boys u16: 1 Alexan-
der Orderly, 2 Aiden Brin-
dley, 3 George Barn. 800m 
Girls u16: 1 Carla Mur-
ray, 2 Leah Murray, 3 Ker-
ry Grier. 800m Men 16+: 
1 Fearghas Thomson, 2 
Gavin Hogarth, 3 Ian McIl-
wraith. 800m Women 16+: 
1 Chloe Norman, 2 Phoebe 
Lewis, 3 Leah Murray.

Triple Jump Women: 1 
Phoebe Lewis, 2 Jodie 
McPhail. Triple Jump 
Men: 1 Seamus Thomson, 
2 Fearghas Thomson, 3 La-
chlan Thomson.

34.  Lady Jean Cup, 100m 
Men, confi ned to Arran: 
1st Archie McNicol, 2nd-
Jack Popplewell, 3rdMat-
thew Keir. Bob Camer-
on Trophy, 100m Women, 
confi ned to Arran: 1 Char-
lie Hodgart, 2 Fiona Clark, 
3 Bob Cameron.

200m Boys u14: 1 Ben 
Burns, 2Hamish Barr, 3 
Ruari Barr. 200m Girls 
u14: 1 Catriona Scott, 2 

Georgie Norman, 3 Eilidh 
Barr. 200m Boys u16: 1 
Aiden Brindley, 2 Alex-
ander Orderly. 200m Girls 
u16: 1 Isabel Carter, 2 Ker-
ry Brown, 3 Kerry Grier. 
200m Men 16+: 1 Seumus 
Thomson, 2 Gavin Hoga-
rth,  3 Fearghas Thomson. 
200m Women 16+: 1 Phoe-
be Lewis, 2 Chloe Norman, 
3 Leah Murray.

Tom Dickie Trophy Men 
880yds confi ned to Arran: 
1 David Priestly, 2 Andrew 
Rigby, 3 Alan Murray.

1500m Boys u16: 1 Al-
exander Orderley, 2 Ja-
cob Smith, 3 James McCa-
rthy. 1500m Girls u16: 1 
Maryjane McInally, 2 Car-
la Murray, 3 Emma Don-
nachy, 1500M men 16+: 
1 Fearghas Thomson, 2 
Cameron Wilson, 3 Owen 
Young. 1500m Women 
16+: 1 Leah Murray, 2 Les-
ley Lynn, 3eq Aoife and 
Niamh Ni Mhaoileoin

Mixed Relay: 1  Team 
Thomson, 2 Team Gran, 
3 North Ayrshire Athlet-
ic Club Juniors. Tug-of-
War: 1 Ormidale, 2 Team 
All Stars.

Brodick Highland Games results
Wm Cook & Sons – Scott Clark.
Tom Dolan Challenge Trophy – Scott 
Clark.
Tom Dickie Trophy – David Priestly.
The Lady Jean Fforde Cup – Archie 
McNicol.
Bob Cameron Trophy – Liz McCarthy.
Rodden Middleton Rosebowl – 
Daniel Carlin.
Rev James Currie Cup – Daniel 
Carlin.
Stewart Dickie Trophy (boys) – 
Connor Norman.
Stewart Dickie Trophy (girls) – 
Catriona Scott.
McMillan Trophy – Rosalind Cooke.

Trophy winners

Arran-only event race winners Archie McNicol with the Lady Jean Fforde Cup and Charlie 
Hodgart with the Bob  Cameron Trophy. 01_B32games14

Charlie Hodgart sprints to the � nish line to win the Bob Cameron Trophy. 01_B32games30

Rory Gilmore launches 
the hammer during the 
heavy events. 01_B32games12

Stuart Dickie Trophy winners Connor Norman and Catriona Scott. 01_B32games29

A young competitor makes a lunge for the � nish line. 01_B32games11
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Mechanised marvels on display 
at tractor show
Dozens of vintage and 
modern tractors � lled 
the gardens at the Arran 
Heritage Museum’s 
annual tractor show last 
Sunday.

The occasional down-
pours throughout the 
day did not deter exhib-
itors, enthusiasts and 
inquisitive visitors who 
� ocked to see the wide 
range of machines on 
display. 

Ranging from an 
American-built Allis 
Chalmers, built between 
1944 and 1950, to large 
modern day John Deere 
machines � tted with 

Alastair McKenzie with his 1975 International tractor that took � rst place in 
the working tractor category.  01_B32tractor01

modern conveniences, 
the display demonstrat-
ed the advancement 
and capabilities of these 
mechanised marvels.

It was the second major 
tractor show of the week 
as many had been at the 
farmers’ show the previ-
ous Wednesday.

Many of the machines 
on display have been re-
tired owing to their age, 
however some are still 
in daily use, undertaking 
work across � elds and 
farms across Arran.

One pink 1975 Interna-
tional 674 in particular 
stood out, not only for its 

unusual colour scheme 
but also because it is still 
in everyday use process-
ing wood for McKenzie 
Logs, an epithet that 
earned it � rst place in the 
working tractor category. 

Another local tractor, 
a Massey Ferguson 20B, 
part of a � eet owned by 
tractor enthusiast DG 
Weir, impressed the judg-
es, winning the vintage 
con� ned and vintage 
open categories.

A museum spokesman 
thanked all of the exhib-
itors and visitors for at-
tending the show which 
has become a regular 
feature on the museums 
itinerary of summer 
events.

A full list of the winners 
was as follows: Working 
Tractors: 1 McKenzie 
Logs, International 674, 2 
Robert Miller, John Deere 
6120R. Vintage, con� ned: 
DG Weir, Massey Fergu-
son 20B, 2 Angus MacAl-
ister, Massey Ferguson 
165. Vintage open: DG 
Weir, Massey Ferguson 
20B, 2 Billy Weir, Ford 
Dexta.

The tractor show attracted a large audience of visitors, young and old, who visited throughout the day. 01_B32tractor02

A post war Allis Chalmers has been restored by 
owner Rosie Craig of Lamlash over a period of 

two years. 01_B32tractor02
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ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650

A personal 
memoir of King 
Kong musical
Author Pat Williams, who 
divides her time between 
Arran and London, has 
just published a personal 
memoir of South Africa’s 
legendary musical, King 
Kong – Our Knot of Time 
and Music, writes Hugh 
Boag.

In 1959, the musical, 
described by its young 
creators as a ‘jazz opera’, 
opened in Johannesburg 

and went on to be the big-
gest theatrical sensation 
in South African history. 
Nelson Mandela was in 
the audience for that 
� rst night of , a 
show which launched the 
international careers of 
Miriam Makeba and Hugh 
Masekela, among many 
others.

King Kong was based on 
the life and times of heavy-

weight boxing champion 
Ezekiel Dhlamini (known 
as King Kong) and 
re� ected the realities of 
township life. Starring 
an all-black cast, it grew 
out of an unprecedented 
collaboration between 
black people and whites, 
and became an instant 
hit, bursting through the 
barriers of apartheid and 
eventually playing to 

200,000 South Africans of 
every colour before trans-
ferring to London’s West 
End.

Pat Williams, who wrote 
the show’s lyrics and orig-
inal working script, was 
at the time an apolitical 
young woman trying to 
free herself from the con-
trols and prejudices of the 
genteel white society in 

which she lived. Here she 
recounts her experience 
of growing up in a divided 
South Africa, her involve-
ment in the musical, and 
its lasting impact both on 
herself and on the show’s 
cast.

Her memoir, published 
to coincide with the stage 
revival of King Kong, takes 
the story up to the present 
day. It is a vivid evocation 
of a troubled time and 
place, as well as a celebra-
tion of a joyous musical 
which remained a pinprick 
of light during South Afri-
ca’s dark times— and still 
lives on today.

Pat, who began her 
working life at 16, is an 
award-winning writer, 
journalist, scriptwriter 
and broadcaster, and in 

recent years a 
psychotherapist.

‘Honest, un� inching, 
beautifully written with 
immaculate taste, the 
genesis of King Kong is 
fascinating.

‘But there’s more: a 
portrait of a bygone age 
that feels painfully fresh, 
and a constantly touching, 
universal tale of emotional 
wounding and recovery … 
a triumph,’ wrote William 
Nicholson OBE.

‘An extraordinary memoir 
of the � rst South African 
musical, which has since 
acquired mythical propor-
tions. Essential reading,’ 
said Athol Fugard.

The book, which is out 
now, is available from 
Portobello Books in paper-
back, £9.99.

Author Pat Williams, and, right, the 
cover of the book. 
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To enter, simply answer the above question, complete the form below and post it to 
Wyvex Media Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. 

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

192     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT THE TOWNHOUSE ABERFELDY WITH DINNER, 

BREAKFAST AND A BOTTLE OF WINE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the restaurant at The Townhouse Aberfeldy?

A warm Scottish welcome awaits you at the Townhouse 
Aberfeldy. Fully refurbished in 2015 and tastefully decorated 
throughout, relax and unwind in a luxurious bedroom with 
stunning views of glorious Perthshire. The winners will dine 

in the Upstairs Restaurant which serves delicious food using 
the best of Scottish ingredients, complemented by a bottle 
of their choice from the house wine menu. Enjoy a hearty 
Scottish breakfast the next morning before checking out. 

Valid Sundays-Thursdays and must be redeemed by 23/12/17. Guests must be over 18 years old. Prize is non-transferable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative. 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the 
right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared 
with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
ONE OF TWO WOODEN BOOT STORES FROM FOREST GARDEN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many pairs of boots can the Boot Store hold?

The days of muddy wellies cluttering up porches 
and migrating dirt into kitchens and onto carpets 
are over, thanks to an innovative and stylish 
outdoor Boot Store from Forest Garden, the UK’s 
leading manufacturer of timber sheds, summer-
houses, garden structures and fencing panels.

With space to store four pairs of adult wellies 
and room to spare for other outdoor equip-
ment, such as umbrellas and dog leads, the 
stylish and practical Boot Store is an attractive, 
compact and neat unit that keeps mud and dirt 
where it belongs – outside. 

A cut-out boot shape in the door allows air 
to circulate inside.  The boots hang neatly on 
pegs so they will air and the dried mud simply 
drops onto the boarded fl oor, where it can be 
easily swept up.
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Answer................................................... ............................................................................................
Name..................................................... ............................................................................................
Address .............................................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode.............................................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ...................................................................................
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Forest Garden.
Closing date is August 31 2017. Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligi-
ble to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be in-
formed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. 
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Society hears how the Dick
Brothers made their fortune
Arran Historical Society’s 
speaker for their July 
meeting was John Steven-
son from Carluke who told 
the story of how the Dick 
Brothers from Ayrshire 
made their fortune from 
the natural latex gut-
ta-percha, writes Norma 
Davidson.

John is from a farming 
family, and is a keen mem-
ber of the East Ayrshire 
Family History Society. He 
kindly stepped in when 
the arranged speaker had 
to cancel due to a family 
bereavement.

Gutta-percha refers to 
trees of the genus Palaqui-
um and the sap of these 
trees is used to produce 
natural latex. The trees are 
native to the Malaysian ar-
chipelago and the � rst Eu-
ropean to discover it was 
John Tradescant in 1656. 
Dr William Montgomerie, 
a medical o�  cer in the 
Indian Service introduced 
gutta-percha into practical 
use in the west. He appre-
ciated the potential for its 
use in medicine, and was 
awarded the gold medal 
by the Royal Society of 
Arts in 1843.

Meanwhile in Scotland, 
Robert Dick and James 
Dick, sons of a seafaring 
man, were living in Dun-
donald, Ayrshire. At the 
ages of � ve years and two 
years respectively they 
moved with their family 
to the Gorbals in Glasgow 
where they ran a grocery 
shop. The older brother, 
Robert, eventually became 
a jeweller and the younger 
brother, James, an uphol-
sterer.

As they matured Robert 
became a great socialite in 
Glasgow, while James had 
the � nancial and business 
brain. Robert never mar-
ried and James not until 
the age of 63, when he 
married Kate McDonald, 
one of his factory workers, 
27 years his junior.

The Dick brothers start-
ed experimenting with 
gutta-percha, but it was 
expensive. When prices re-
duced they began making 
rubber shoe soles.  There 
were initial problems of 
people sticking to the 

John Stevenson chats to members of the historical society.

pavements in hot weather, 
but these were overcome 
and eventually they 
opened a very large shoe 
factory where their soles 
were attached to uppers 
manufactured elsewhere. 
The Greenhead Factory in 
Glasgow, the parent facto-
ry, was turning out 32,000 
pairs of shoes per week.

Their shop in the Gallow-
gate had an electrically 
illuminated window which 
was a unique feature for its 
time. All their shoes were 
sold at a price of 5s-0d a 
pair. A previous attempt 
at selling for 7s-6d was 
unsuccessful.  Glaswegians 
obviously were econom-
ical in their choice of 
footwear.

Production continued 
until 1923 when the 
price of the gutta-percha 
increased dramatically as it 
was then being used in the 
manufacture of transatlan-
tic cabling.

James and his wife lived 
in Pollokshields and spent 
some time in Australia. 
After the death of Robert, 
James had the Dick Insti-
tute in Kilmarnock built in 
his memory. This imposing 
building su� ered a serious 

� re in 1908, was requisi-
tioned as a war hospital 
in First World War and still 
stands today.

When James died in 1902 
he left over £1 million. His 
will was 24 pages long. 
He o� ered his Australian 
gold� elds and factories 
to his managers at very 
reasonable prices. There 
were many philanthropic 
bequests to the City of 
Glasgow, its hospitals, 
charities and welfare so-
cieties.  Bequests of quite 
large amounts were made 
to his many relatives, 
workers and servants. 
Even his banker received 
£5,000, and his solicitor’s 
daughters received 
bequests. All his workers 
were remembered.

The many Dick family 
members both in Ayrshire 
and Australia had connec-
tions with footwear, being 
a ‘boot agent’ or having a 
shoe shop.

It should be noted that 
the Dick brothers also 
imported another gum, 
Balata, this time from 
South America.  This was 
used in the production of 
driving belts under the 
name of Balata Belting.

John � nished his talk by 
playing us part of a radio 
feature on the Dick broth-
ers and their generosity 
with the proceeds of their 
industry. Two women 
spoke of how the bequests 
to factory workers had 
changed for the better 
the lives of their own 
forebears.

Once again, a subject 
of which many members 
knew nothing but are now 
very aware of.

The society’s next meet-
ing is on Monday August 
21 at 2pm in Brodick Hall 
when Robert C Holmes, 
diplomat and writer, 
speaks on Stalin’s Legacy – 
KGB Spies.  Members of the 
public are most welcome 
to attend.
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle  Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm & Sun 12.30pm - 5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm
Lamlash Church  Open Weekdays 10pm - noon

Saturday 12th August
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
RNLI shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 2pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game     Brodick Bowling Green 2pm
Live music – North Country Winter Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm
Live music – Mic Clark The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Sunday 13th August
Family games   
Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
RNLI shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Brodick beach barbecue Brodick Green, 2pm

Monday 14th August
Over-50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Summer bridge tournament  Arran High School, 6.30pm - All welcome
Adult tennis  Shiskine golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 6.30pm

Tuesday 15th August
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Brodick Castle garden walk Meet at Visitor Centre, 2pm
Evening of summer entertainment Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm
 

Wednesday 16th August
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Family friendly pub quiz  The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Coffee morning Lamlash church hall, 10.15am - noon
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 6.30pm
Summer ceilidh Brodick Hall, 7.30pm - 10.30pm
Hospital Supporters League AGM Auchencrannog, Wbay, 7pm

Thursday 17th August
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Spinning & weaving demonstration Arran Heritage museum, 11am - 4pm

www.arranbrewery.com

10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf and Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Live music – Arran Dawn Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm
Live music – Shenannigans Coast, WBay, 8pm - 10.30pm
Lamlash toilets an swings public meeting Arran High School, Lamlash, 6.30pm

Friday 18th August
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Aromatics factory tours Home Farm, Brodick, 11am, 1pm & 3pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Smart Recovery meeting Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy  Coast, WBay, 8pm - 10pm
Live music – The Buchaneers Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm
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What’s On….. 
Castle Time Travellers     Sun 6th, Mon 7th , Tues 8th , Thurs 10th & Fri 11th     14.00 – 15.45                                                                                                                                                   
A family tour through the times of the Castle – dressing-up optional! Stout footwear 
advised                                                                                                                                           

Booking Essential  - 01770 302725                  Adults & children  Free with Garden Entry                                                                                                                        

Brodick Castle from the Outside      Sun 6h , Mon 7th , Tues 8th , Thurs 10th  & Fri 11th                                                    
11.00, 12.00,13.00 & 15.00                                                                                                                                                       
A guided historical tour of the exterior of the Castle – stout footwear advised.              

Please book at Reception on arrival                            Adults Free with Garden Entry 

Garden Guided   Walk                                                                  Tues 8th Aug     14.00 – 15.30                                 
Join the our Garden’s staff for a tour of our amazing Gardens                                                                                 
No need to book  - please meet at Reception                                Free with Garden Entry  

Seashore Scramble                   Fri  Aug 18th   14.00 – 15.30  
Discover the myriad of creatures living on Arran's sandy shores and in tidal rock pools, 
and find out all about the amazing adaptions enabling them to survive in such a 
changeable environment.   No booking required, meet at Brodick Castle car park for 2pm                   
For more information tel. rangers 01770 302462           £2 per person 
 

STAGECOACH bus runs from the ferry  terminal to the Castle and back 

                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAGECOACH bus runs from the ferry  terminal to the Castle and back

                                                                                                                                                                                                

tel: 01770 302202        brodickcastle&nts.org.uk 

Join us for our late summer night-time climb of Goatfell in aid of 
Arran Mountain Rescue Team and the National Trust for 

Scotland’s programme of upland path work. 

To find out more and register, contact the Rangers  01770 302462 

  

Our amazing, brand new adventure playground is now in full 
swing and really has to be seen to be believed, with the Red 
Squirrel Café ready to serve hot snacks, ice cream and teas and 
coffees. 

      

Saturday 16th 
September 

GOATFELL 
TORCHLIGHT 
CHALLENGE 

OPEN   10 - 6 
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The royal visit, Saturday 
August 9, 1997

North Ayrshire Council convener George Steven introduces castle catering manager Judy Cook 
to Her Majesty. 01_B31twe04

The day the Queen came to 
Arran

It was a carnival day in 
every sense. Many people 
had been looking forward 
to the Queen’s visit and 
once the day arrived, virtu-
ally everybody was caught 
up in the excitement of it. 
For days and weeks and 
even years to come peo-
ple will be speaking of the 
royal visit.
 Everybody will have their 
own story to tell, of what 
their impression of the 
Queen was, of what she 
said to them, of all of the 
incidents in which they 
were involved. And these 
stories will continue, just 
as all who were involved in 
the last visit still vividly re-
member.

The Queen arrived at 
Brodick Pier on the Royal 
Yacht Britannia, where af-
ter disembarking the link-
span, she walked around 
the lines of children and 
the waiting crowds.

After inspecting a plaque 
to mark her landing on 

It was 20 years ago this week when Arran had a day 
to remember as the Queen came to visit. For the 
fi rst time, the Banner had four pages of colour in a 
specially produced edition. Here is a 20 years ago 
special as we reprint some of the historic photos and 
words written then.

Arran, she was whisked 
away to the newly opened 
Ormidale Park. After vis-
iting the Brodick High-
land Games, she arrived at 
Brodick Castle where she 
was welcomed by school 
pupils and the Arran High 
School choir.

After a fi ne lunch at the 
castle, the Queen moved 
on to the new visitor 
centre at the distillery, 
where she was taken on a 
tour by the distiller, Gor-
don Mitchell.

After this, the Queen 
went for another walk, 
meeting people and 
delighting the large crowd 
that had gathered at 
Lochranza Pier where she 
walked across the Claon-
aig ferry to get to the Royal 
barge  to speed out to Bri-
tannia.

For the people of Arran 
it was truly a day to re-
member and hopefully the 
Queen will remember it 
with happiness too.

The Queen is adored by the crowds gathered at the pier. 01_B31twe07

The Queen has 
a word with 
Brian Robertson 
at Brodick Pier. 
01_B31twe10

The Queen is introduced to a host of dignitaries and sta�  during her visit. 01_B31twe12

Highland Games 
fancy dress winners, 
Alice Ross, Emily 
Ross and Daniel 
Burns were eager to 
catch a glimpse of 
the Queen. 01_B31twe15
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The day the Queen came to 
Arran

The Queen and distiller Gordon Mitchell peer into a mash tun at the Lochranza distillery. 
01_B31twe01

Nine-year-old Joanne McLellan presents the Queen with a 
posy. 01_B31twe02

NAC convener George Steven and the 
Queen meet Arran’s Primary School pupils. 
01_B31twe05

Waiting to welcome Royalty, 
Veronica Woodman is suitably 
attired. 01_B31twe06

The Queen listens intently to the story of 
candle making. 01_B31twe13

Distiller Gordon Mitchell outlines the distilling process to the Queen. 01_B31twe11

Arran High School pupils line the walkway at the Brodick Castle as the Queen passes. 
01_B31twe18

The Queen meets the Lees twins as she visits their art 
exhibition at the Brodick Highland Games. 01_B31twe14

The Queen receives a Marvin Elliot carving given to her by 
Alastair Dobson. 01_B31twe16

The Queen signs the visitors’ 
book at Brodick Castle with 
administrator Veronica 
Woodman. 01_B31twe17
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Wettest July brings 
mixed breeding season

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

JULY

This July was the wettest 
July in my 12 years as bird 
recorder.  While April and 
May this year had been dry, 
the cooler, wetter theme 
of June continued into last 
month.

The highest temperature 
this July was six degrees 
lower than last July, and 
with a third more rain than 
last year, this July was not 
conducive to the success-
ful breeding of some of our 
avian summer visitors such 
as the hirundines which rely 
on fl ying insects to raise 
their young. The number of 
young swallows and young 
house martins reported has 
been fewer than last year.  
With numbers of hirund-
ines still around including 
80 swallow at Sliddery 
on 23rd, 100 sand martin 
at Sannox on 25th and 30 
house martin at Balmichael, 
perhaps later broods will be 
more successful.

By contrast seed eating 
species seemed to have 
had a successful breeding 
season, with for exam-
ple widespread reports of 
young house sparrow, chaf-

Cuckoo being fed by Pied Wagtail. Photo: Alastair Forsyth 

fi nch, goldfi nch and siskin 
in gardens.  Other signs 
of a successful breeding 
season included a young 
great spotted woodpecker 
in a garden in Brodick on 
third, young fulmar at Cnoc 
Buidhe on seventh, seven 
young shelduck on Cleats 
Shore on 11th, two young 
mute swan at Catacol on 
17th, 40 black guillemot 
on Pladda on 18th, three 
young spotted fl ycatcher 
in Lochranza on 22nd, 169  
jackdaw at Drumadoon on 
24th, 16 eider at Machrie-
waterfoot on 24th and three 
young Hen Harrier at Torr 
Righ Mor on 25th.

July marks the end of the 
breeding season for some 
birds. It can be an inter-
esting time looking out 
for birds dispersing after 
breeding. This year there 
was an exceptional sight-
ing when on Monday July 
10, a rose-coloured star-
ling turned up in Sliddery. 
The last Arran record was 
in June 2002. Its breeding 
range is from easternmost 
Europe across temperate 
southern Asia. The next 

bird notes in the Banner 
will feature this species.

Other dispersing high-
lights included: a male 
scaup on Mossend Pond 
on 1st, a redstart at Slid-
dery on 4th, a male tufted 
duck joined the scaup on 
Mossend Pond on 4th and a 
Kingfi sher was at Cladach 
on 18th, the fi rst Arran re-
cord since August 2015

A number of northern 
breeding species heading 
south from their breeding 
grounds, many still in their 
breeding plumage, were re-
ported including: a green-
shank on Sliddery Shore on 
fi fth, an Arctic tern in Brod-
ick Bay on 17th, 17 red-
shank in Sandbraes also on 
17th, four Dunlin, 92 gold-

en plover and 12 turnstone 
at Machriewaterfoot on 
24th and three Sanderling, 
two Whimbrel and three 
White Wagtail on Sliddery 
Shore on 26th.

More than 100 species 
were reported in July. Other 
highlights included: grass-
hopper warbler reeling in 
the dark at Bennecarrigan 
on fi rst, moorhen on Mos-
send Pond on 11th, garden 
warbler at Corriecravie on 
12th, fi ve little grebe on 
Mossend Pond on 13th, 500 
manx shearwater in Whit-
ing Bay also on 13th, three 
swift over High Kildonan 
on 17th, six water rail in 
Corriecravie on 23rd, a 
black-throated diver in Cat-
acol Bay on 24th and a tree 

pipit at Cnoc an Fheidh on 
29th.

Finally in the June Bird 
Notes I wrote: ‘Cuckoos, 
whose decreasing numbers 
are a cause for concern na-
tionally, seem to be thriving 
on Arran. Throughout May 
and June there have been 
many widespread reports.  
People need no prompting 
to report the fi rst cuckoo.  
How about reporting when 
you hear or see the last 
cuckoo this year?’

My thanks go to those 
of you who have respond-
ed.  By now the adults will 
have left the UK leaving 
the young to be brought 
up by their foster parents. 
The young have a dis-
tinctive white spot on the 

nape of the neck. The lat-
est date that I have had so 
far for a young cuckoo is 
one at Corricravie on July 
20.  The photograph of the 
young cuckoo being fed by 
the Pied Wagtail was taken 
at the Fairy Dell on 18 July.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me 
at jim@arranbirding.co.uk  
I look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Arran 
purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2016 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

The rose-coloured starling at Sliddery. Photo: Jim Cassels Dunlin were seen at Machriewaterfoot. Photo: Jim Cassels Swallows in the rain. Photo: Shona Redmayne

A male scaup  was spotted at Mossend Pond. Photo: Nick Giles
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Property

RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 1983 AS AMENDED 
UK PARLIAMENTARY GENERAL ELECTION 8 JUNE 2017 –  

NORTH AYRSHIRE AND ARRAN CONSTITUENCY 
INSPECTION OF RETURNS AND DECLARATIONS

I, the undersigned, Returning Officer for the above constituency, hereby give notice 
that I have received the returns and declarations as to election expenses of the 
undernoted candidates and election agents: 
Candidate Election Agent 
Mark Dickson Linda Wilson 
Patricia Gibson Alan Dickson
Christopher Rimicans -
David Rocks Michael Clarke

These returns and those declarations submitted, including the accompanying 
documents, can be inspected at Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE, during normal 
office hours (between 9am-4.45pm Monday to Thursday and 9am-4.30pm Friday) 
within the next two years. 

CONSULTATION ON NORTH AYRSHIRE MAIN ISSUES REPORT AND 
INTERIM ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT – ADDITIONAL SITES SUBMITTED

Between 30 January 2017 and 24 March 2017, the Council consulted on its Main 
Issues Report (MIR) as part of the preparation of a second local development plan 
(LDP) for North Ayrshire. The MIR and its accompanying Interim Environmental  
Report were available to view during this period and a large number of responses 
were received. 
Some of the respondents proposed additional land for development not previously 
submitted to us through the formal ‘Call for Sites’ process. In order for us to ensure  
a level of transparency and allow us to consider these for possible inclusion in the 
proposed plan, we are undertaking an additional consultation. This does not infer  
that any or all of the sites will be allocated. 
Consultation on these additional sites will take place between 11/08/17 and 08/09/17. 
Boundaries of the suggested sites are available to view at http://www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk/localplans. Paper copies of the site boundaries are also available at all public 
libraries in North Ayrshire and at Cunninghame House, Irvine. Responses can be 
submitted to North Ayrshire Council’s Planning Service, within the consultation 
period, to LDP@north-ayrshire.gov.uk or in writing to Strategic Planning, 
Cunninghame House, Irvine, KA12 8EE.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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VACANCY
Garage Assistant

We have a vacancy for a garage assistant in our 
commercial vehicle and plant workshop in Brodick.  

Mechanical and welding experience would be an 
advantage but not essential.

Applications to:
John Thomson Construction Ltd - Lamlash, 

Isle of Arran, KA27 8NB
mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk Tel: (01770) 600242

Arran
Letting Company

Thinking of renting
your property?

Rent conf idently with
The Arran Letting Company.

Have a spare room?
Let it earn you £7,500 a year tax free.

Our rent a room service will match you with the right tenant.
For a no obligation quote please call Caroline Hester on

01770 499101 E: rentals@arranletting.com W: www.arranletting.com

Spacious room to let within a modernised property on
the outskirts of Lamlash. Ideal for professional person, 
references required £100 per week inclusive of bills.

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Gardener (Seasonal) | NAY02793 

42 hrs per week | £7.72 - £8.44 per hour

Council Offices, Shore Road, Lamlash,  
Isle of Arran, KA27 8JY

Closing date: 18th August 2017

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public body 
responsible for advising Ministers on matters relating 
to the natural heritage. The natural environment is a 
key asset that underpins Scotland’s wealth, health and 
quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, to promote its sustainable 
management and to encourage people to access and enjoy it responsibly.

Reserve Support – Rum NNR
Starting salary £19,398 per annum
37 hours a week, Permanent
Isle of Rum (Ref: 044-340)
The post holder will support the operational delivery of the Rum Reserve 
Management Plan through undertaking practical estate management and 
practical deer and goat management and contributing to biological monitoring 
on the National Nature Reserve. You will actively assist with the practical 
management of other South Highland NNRs.
You must be profi cient in wildlife and livestock management and hold the Deer 
Management Qualifi cation 1 & 2 and a fi re arms certifi cate or be willing to 
obtain these whilst in post. A valid driving licence or alternative means of 
accessing remote countryside sites is a must. As this role will involve working in 
rough terrain and inclement weather conditions the successful post holder must 
have a good level of physical fi tness, as well as relevant practical estate work 
experience. Finally, team working is a must with experience of using electronic 
records and document management systems, email, word and excel.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we 
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply, 
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date: 20 August 2017.
Interview is scheduled for: 13th & 14th September 2017, 
(will include an overnight stay 
on the Isle of Rum) 

snhjobs.co.uk

Hospital Supporters’ League

AGM
Wednesday 16th August, 2017 

at 7pm,
Auchencrannog, Whiting Bay.

LAMLASH TOILETS AND SWINGS
PUBLIC MEETING
THURSDAY 17TH AUGUST. 6.30PM. 

ARRAN HIGH SCHOOL.
COME AND HEAR, LISTEN AND CONTRIBUTE 
TO A MEETING TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE OF 

OUR FACILITIES.
ALL WELCOME.

MANAGEMENT 
OPPORTUNITY

Wooleys of Arran are looking highly 
motivated individual to lead a team 

in our busy Brodick shop.
The person must have high levels 
of customer service and be able 
to work and manage staff under 

pressure.
As well as managing the shop they will be responsable of rota's and 

ordering.
This is a great opportunity for someone who is looking to step up 

and help maintain Wooleys of Arran's great traditions.
Immediate start for the successful applicant.

Very good rates of pay and conditions.
For interview please email: mattkeir@wooleys.co.uk or phone 

01770 302280
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The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
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SELF STORAGE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times

categories 
include
Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism
rural employer

Nominate your 
favourite countryside 
business for a Scottish 

Rural Award

SO WHO’S YOURS?

favourite countryside 
business for a Scottish business for a Scottish 

SO WHO’S YOURS?

business for a Scottish business for a Scottish 

SO WHO’S YOURS?SO WHO’S YOURS?SO WHO’S YOURS?

NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

2018

WE ALL LOVE 

HEROES

OUR SPONSORS

For more information, visit: www.scottishruralawards.org

Tel 01770 303955 (Arran)

MAZDA 6, 2005
Mileage only 85k, 
MOT Nov 2017.
Lovely runner, front 
bumper safely secured, 
rust around wheels.

£450ono
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CHURCH NOTICES

GRADUATION

DEATHS

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 13th August

11am Holy Communion.
 Rev Canon Simon

 Mackenzie, Priest-in-Charge. 
Coffee after service. 

Wednesday 16th August
 Holy Communion. 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 13th August
Pirnmill Church and

 Lochranza Churches,
10.45am Morning Worship

including the    
Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper at Pirnmill
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship including 
the Sacrament of the

Lord’s Supper.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 

Morning Worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 13th August
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson at 10.30am.

The Sunday School begins 
again and we look forward to 

welcoming our young
people back.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept immediately 

after the service - please stay 
and enjoy more fellowship. 

All most welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 13th August
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 13th August

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick 
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 13th August
Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 13th August

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for 

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SCOCIETY 
OF FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday August 2, The 
Betty Black Cup. Another 
unsettled day saw the pop-
ular strokeplay effectively 
restricted to a morning 
and afternoon only com-
petition and a fi eld of 24. 
Heavy rain arriving by mid 
afternoon made conditions 
very unpleasant for those 
contemplating an evening 
game and none was so des-
perate as to try. Despite 
fi nishing as the rain set-
tled in, Gavin Bell man-
aged to consolidate a fi ne 
front nine (level fours) on 
the back nine, to win with 
a very impressive net 58. 1 
Gavin Bell 26, 58, 2 Alan 
Kay 19, 61, 3 Murray Fog-
go 7, 62, 4 Stan Rainey 11, 
63. CSS stayed at 63 and 
Alan Foggo’s gross 67 was 
the best of the day. Magic 
twos Stan Rainey @2nd, 
Murray Foggo @4th and 
John Dick @17th.

Friday August 4, Ladies’ 
Rosebowl Stableford, 
eight played. Played off 
the red tees, CSS went out 
to 67, 33 points and in a 
closely fought round, Jean 
Davidson won narrowly on 
30 points. 1 Jean David-
son 24, 30pts, 2 Beth Pat-
erson 8, 29pts, 3 Christine 
McLeod 23, 27pts.

Sunday August 6, The 
Lifeboat Competition. The 
last of the charity support 
opens for this year was be-

set by a pessimistic weath-
er forecast that turned out 
to be disappointingly ac-
curate. Heavy rain arriving 
late in the morning drove 
many of those who had 
started mid morning back 
to the warmth of the club-
house and, of the 15 who 
played, only fi ve managed 
to complete the round, the 
fi nal two in wetsuits and 
fl ippers and a semi sub-
mersible buggy. 

Early starter John Dick 
made the most of his weath-
er window to win with a 
net 64. 1 John Dick 14, 64 
and lowest gross, 2 David 
Brookens 11, 68, 3 John 
Pennycott 13, 69, 4 Ron-
nie Mann 13, 72. CSS went 
out to its maximum of 66 
and there were magic twos 
from Alan Foggo at the 4th 
and from Stan Rainey at the 
17th. 

Organisers thanked reg-
ular visitors from Carlisle, 
the Friars Tavern Golfi ng 
Society, who visit every  
year and who always make 
a healthy donation to the 
lifeboat. They also gener-
ously sponsored nearest the 
hole at the 4th and the 17th 
– won by Alan Foggo and 
Stan Rainey respectively.

Fixtures: Sunday August 
13, Aitken Rosebowl four-
somes and Arran Grouse 
qualifi er. This is a four-
somes competition, one 
draw for partners at 10am. 
Ladies’ Glenashdale Sta-
bleford. Monday August 
14, AGA Champion of 
Champions, Brodick Golf 
Club at 5.30pm. Wednes-
day August 16, Summer 
Trophy. Saturday August 
19, Arran Golf Pass Ex-
treme golf competition.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday August 3, Sum-
mer Cup, CSS 65, Par 64. 
1 Matt Harvey 72-11=61, 2 
Andrew Wales 73-9=64, 3 
Graeme Andrew 74-9=65. 
Scratch, Dougie Mac-
Farlane 66. Magic twos, 
D MacFarlane @4th and 
5th, M Harvey @14th, T 
Jameson @7th and 17th, 
J Smith @8th, P Jameson 
@14th.

Friday August 4, Dan 
Crawford Salver, Life-
boat Day, Stableford. 1 
Mark Carnegie 38pts, 2 
Jonathan Glen 36pts BIH, 
3 Ian Docherty 36pts. 
Scratch, Dougie MacFar-
lane 32pts. Magic twos, 
Ian Docherty @4th, Peter 
Gossman @4th, Alan Do-
cherty @17th, Craig Wat-
son @8th, Clifford Mar-
tin @16th, Alex Farmer 
@15th, Scott Campbell @ 
17th.

Fixtures: Sunday Au-
gust 13, Hamilton Bowl fi -
nal, 8.30am, 9.30am and 
12.30pm. Thursday August 
17, Summer Cup and Jim 
Young Cup. Make up own 
games, see starter for times.

Ladies’ section: Mon-
day July 10, club champi-
onship. This year the fi nal 
took place between Yvonne 
Brothers, the holder, and 
Sheena Murchie, who 
has won the champion-
ship on several occasions. 
The match was held in the 
evening in dry, breezy con-
ditions preventing the threat 
of midge attack from mate-
rialising. Both ladies start-
ed well with Sheena taking 
an early lead with a three at 
the second which was con-
solidated with a three at the 
fourth. Yvonne replied with 
a three at the fi fth. Further 
gains from Sheena took her 
to three up at the turn. Hon-
ours were even in the sec-
ond half with a four for 
Yvonne at the 11th, threes 
for Sheena at the 13th and 
16th and a three for Yvonne 
at the 15th. Overall this was 
a close contest played at a 
high standard with putting 
at a premium. Sheena was 
a worthy winner by 3 and 2.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday August 5, James 
Bunyan Memorial. 1 K 
Thorburn 80-22=58, 2 J 
Innes 68-8=60 and scratch, 
3 R Logan 69-6=63. Mag-
ic two, R Logan. Very good 
scoring by Ken.

Fixtures: Saturday August 
12, Summer Cup. Ballots 
at 9am and 2pm. Wednes-
day August 16, Wednesday 
Cup, ballot at 5pm.

Brodick Golf Club
Thursday August 3, Sum-
mer Cup, 22 played, CSS 64. 
Alastair Dobson 73-10=63, 
ACB, Peter McCalla 71-
8=63, Matt Keir 68-4=64, 
ACB. Scratch, Matt Keir 68.

Sunday August 6, Bran-
don Qualifi er, 14 played, 
CSS 66. Bill Donaldson 82-
16=66, Bob McCrae 75-
8=67, ACB, Gordon Mor-
ris 84-17=67. Scratch, Bob 
McCrae 75.

Fixture: Sunday August 
13, Centenary Quaich.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday August 1, Peter 
Sutton, CSS 64, 1 B Sher-
wood 78-14=64, 2 H Ban-
natyne 73-7=66, 3 P Bet-
ley 78-11=67. Magic two, 
H Bannatyne.

Fixture: Tuesday August 
15, Peter Sutton/Lady Mary 
at 12.30pm and 5.30pm.

The third green at Whiting Bay Golf Club.

KIRK - Vera May
Peacefully at home on 
Monday, 31st July 2017. 
Vera, aged 83 years, of 
Corriegills, Brodick, 
beloved wife of the 
late James, much loved 
mum, grandma and great 
grandma of the family.
Funeral service at Brodick 
New Cemetery on Friday, 
18th August at 12:30 pm 
to which all are welcome. 
Family fl owers only please, 
donations if desired to Isle 
of Arran Heritage Museum.
WALL - Antony Walter 
Francies
Peacefully at Cross-
house hospital on Tues-
day 1st August 2017 after 
a short illness. Tony, aged 
87 years, beloved husband 
of Rose, father of Jere-
my, brother of Derek. Sad-
ly missed by all the family.
Private cremation has tak-
en place to be followed by 
a celebration of his life at a 
later date to be confi rmed.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

JOHN MURCHIE
Congratulations to John Murchie, graduating 

from Heriot-Watt University, Edinburgh 
with a Masters in Civil Engineering.  
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Neil beats strong field to 
take 34th Lamlash Open

Winner Neil Young is presented with the Open Trophy by club captain Scott Campbell. 

The 34th Lamlash Open at-
tracted more than 155 appli-
cations, exceeding the club 
maximum of 150. Howev-
er, due to personal circum-
stances, injuries and can-
cellations, it ended with an 
entry of 147 last weekend.

Saturday began with a 
changeable breeze in cool 
conditions, which improved 
as the day progressed right 
into the evening, and at least 
it remained dry. One of the 
early starters, Neil Young, 
had an inspired round card-
ing a scratch 64 – par for the 
course. The evening was 
rounded off by Tom’s Dis-
co into the wee hours.

Sunday was a different 
matter with only 106 go-
ing through the computer, 
but more than 140 began 
play with many who were 
caught out in the worst con-
ditions having headed home 
without registering their 
soaked cards.

The early starters had 
the best of the day as by 
10.30am a Scotch mist be-
gan to form, which rapidly 
descended into heavy rain, 
which became a down-
pour by mid-afternoon. 
By 1.30pm players began 
to walk in, soaked and re-
ported that the seventh was 
completely waterlogged, 
making play impossible.

Debate ranged from can-
cellation to postponement, 
with players adamant that 
play should continue after 
a one-hour postponement. 
A further inspection of the 
course led to a continuation 
of play by 2.15pm, which 
was met with a resounding 
cheer by the players. Cred-
it to the greens staff and 
the course that the seventh 
went from a one-inch deep 
pool to being playable with-
in 90 minutes.

Despite the weather con-
ditions, the evening’s pres-
entation was held in front 
of a packed clubhouse, 
with around 100 people in 
the audience. On comple-
tion of the ceremony, the 
fl oor was cleared and Tom 
began with his disco danc-
ing, nearly sharing Neil’s 
superb performance in the 
open.

The club thanked every-
one who took part and es-
pecially the main sponsor, 
the Lamlash Bay Hotel, 
and the sponsors of the 18 
holes on each day of the 
open.

The full results of the 
Lamlash open were:  Sat-
urday results – sponsored 
holes:

1st Long drive Adam 
Carnegie, 1st n.pin Craig 
Campbell, 2nd n.pin Craig 
Campbell, 3rd Long drive 
13+ h’cap Adam Carnegie, 
3rd n.pin Alan Colquhoun, 
4th n.pin Donald Morrison, 
5th A.Gibson, 6th Long 
drive Danny Currie, 6th 
n.pin Alan Smith, 7th n.pin 
Neil Cameron, 8th n.pin 
Stuart Campbell, 9th n.pin 
Jonnie Glen, 10th n.pin 
Gordon Watson, 11th Long 
drive 13+ h.cap Serge, 11th 
n.pin Gordon Hendry, 12th 
n.pin no-one. 13th n.pin Ian 
Kennedy, 14th n.pin Jon-
athan Dobson, 15th n.pin 
Neil Hogg, 16th n.pin Da-
vid Couser, 17th n.pin A 
Dunks, 18th target David 
Morrison, and 18th n.pin 
David Donohoe.

PHT cup 18 holes: 1 Neil 
Young 64-6=58, 2 Mark 
Carnegie 77-13=64 BIH, 3 
Neil Cameron 66-2-64.

Sunday results – spon-
sored holes: 1st Long drive 
Nick Clark, 1st n.pin Pe-
ter Gossman, 2nd n.pin 
Euan Docherty, 3rd Long 

drive 13+ h’cap  M.Coyle, 
3rd n.pin Alex farmer,  4th 
n.pin A.Danks, 5th n.pin 
Peter Thornton, 6th Long 
drive Bryan Robertson, 
6th n.pin Neil Cameron, 
7th n.pin Gordon Hend-
ry, 8th n.pin Jack McNally, 
9th n.pin Jamie Murchie, 
10th n.pin Gordon Watson, 
11th Long drive 13+ h’cap 
Adam Carnegie, 11th n.pin 
Andy Glen, 12th n.pin no 
one, 13th n.pin Neil Cam-
eron, 14th n.pin David 
Donohoe, 15th n.pin Jack 
Brown, 16th n.pin Craig 
Young, 17th n.pin Willie 
Currie, 18th target Ian Ken-
nedy and 18th n.pin Bryan 
Robertson.

Drift Inn Cup 18 holes: 
1 Danny Head 67-4=63, 2 
Paul Jameson 74-11=63, 3 
Euan Docherty 82-18=64.

Lamlash Open, Scratch 
Quaich, 36 holes, 1 Craig 
Young 67+69=136 BLR, 2 
Neil Cameron 66+70=136, 
BLR 3 Neil Young 64 + 72= 
136. Lamlash Bay Hotel, 
Local Champion, 36 holes, 
1 Neil Young 58+66=124, 
2 Paul Jameson 70+63=133 
BLR, 3 Stuart Campbell 
66+67=133. Senior Hand-
icap Shield-qualifying age 
60, 36 holes, 1 Paul Clark 
69+67=136. Senior scratch 
cup, 36 holes, 1 Paul Clark 
75+73=148.

34th Lamlash Open, 
over 36 holes, 1 Neil 
Young 58+66=124, Ste-
phen O’Day 65+65=130, 3 
Aidan Moore 68+64=132, 
BLR, 4 Neil Cameron 64 
+ 68 = 132, Paul Jameson 
70+63=133, BLR, Booby 
Stephen Sinclair 207 net.

Despite a rather wet month, all rink games at Brodick 
Bowling Club managed to be played in July.

The results were: July 1, Ian Davidson and Kate Nich-
ols+6; July 3, Colin Haggarty and Lavinia Hendry +34; 
July 5, John McConnachie and Robert Crawford +35; 
July 8, Andy McCrindle and Charlie Weir +21; July 
10, Ann Hollingworth and Aileen Latona +22; July 12, 
Kenny Mabon and Vera Ransome +7; July 17, Colin 
Haggarty and John McConnachie +29; July 22, Ted-
dy Kerr and Sid Allen +18; July 24, Ann Hollingworth, 
Tom Macleod and Andy McCrindle +17; July 26, Sid 
Allen, Ernie Stanger and Andy McCrindle +19; July 29, 
Teddy Kerr and Sid Allen +5.

Bowling Club results Lamlash bridge results
The results of the recent Arran Bridge Club competitions 
played at Lamlash are as follows: Monday July  24, 1 
Douglas and Margaret Bruce, 2 Liz Robertson and Jen-
nifer McArthur, 3= Margaret MacGill and Jan Beattie, 3= 
Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adamson, 3= Tricia Martin 
and David Campbell.

Monday July 31, 1 Tricia Martin and David Campbell, 
2 Brenda Livingstone and Pat Adamson, 3= Margaret and 
Douglas Bruce, 3= Jan Beattie and Margaret MacGill.

Monday August 7, N/S: 1 Jim Peacock and John Bara-
clough, 2 Douglas and Margaret Bruce, 3 David Camp-
bell and Tricia Martin. E/W: 1 Brenda Livingstone and 
Eendy McNiven, 2 Elizabeth McKellar and Margaret 
McGill, 3 Jennifer Wales and Doug Chase.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Riders and horses excel 
at Balgowan derby
The Arran Riding Club re-
cently hosted their annu-
al jumping derby following 
their successful teen train-
ing day. The jumping der-
by, hosted by Jen McNeish 
and family, started with 
half an hour of clear rounds 
over cross poles, which 
was gratefully taken ad-
vantage of by some of the 

Reserve champion at 
90cm, Eilidh McNeil and 

Corrie in action. 

Arran Sportive is back next month

Cyclists taking part in 
last year’s event. 

The Arran Sportive is returning this year 
on September 9, bigger and better than be-
fore.

This exciting 56-mile charity cy-
cle around the island will be fi lled with 
fast-fl owing roads, lung-busting climbs 
and exhilarating descents, promising to be 
a fun and thrilling event.

After you have completed this chal-
lenging and beautiful road cycle, Visit
Arran will have a barbecue up and running 
with delicious local produce while Arran 
Brewery have some of their own local 
beverages on offer too. There may even be 
buskers and prizes.

The Arran Sportive is a charity event 
organised by and in aid of Ocean Youth 
Trust Scotland. OYT Scotland is an organ-
isation which helps over 550 young peo-
ple each year from all backgrounds and 
abilities gain valuable leadership, team-

work and communication skills as well as 
other benefi cial qualifi cations and experi-
ences through sailing.

If you don’t fancy the challenge of cy-
cling round Arran yet still want to help 
support this worthy charity, why not be-
come a volunteer? The Arran Sportive are 
still looking for enthusiastic people to help 
on the day with registration, water sta-
tions, marshalling and many other jobs. 
To become a volunteer, email Rhona at 
rhona@oytscotland.org.uk.

For more information on this amazing 
road cycle event and to hear the latest up-
dates, follow the Arran Sportive on Face-
book and Twitter. To sign up as either a 
normal rider or a charity rider, go to www.
sientries.co.uk/event.php?event_id=3465

L to r, Daisy McNamara and Kizzy, 60cm champions, Eilidh McNeil and Corrie, 90cm 
reserve champions, Isla Yuill and Velvet, 90cm champions, and Kirsty Morrison and Milo, 
60cm reserve champions Champion at 90cm, Isla Yuill and Velvet. Photos: Nick Miloutou and Marbeth Nix of PhotoGNick Arran.

younger riders, and riders 
of young horses who were 
looking for a bit of experi-
ence over less intimidating 
obstacles.

Riders had a choice of 
two heights, 60cm or 90cm.  
Each rider has a chance to 
go for a clear round – with 
no knock downs and no 
stops – followed by a speed 

round which is timed. Then 
follows the pick-a-fence 
round, where each jump is 
worth different points and 
riders choose which jumps 
to tackle and in which order 
for the most points within 
the time limit. This provid-
ed much hilarity with most 
of the spectators enjoying 
shouting out suggestions 

of fences to jump. Finally, 
those who still had any en-
ergy entered the ‘chase me 
charlie’ where one jump 
goes up and up, and failures 
are eliminated until the tri-
umphant winner is left with 
the highest jump.

Eight horses and riders 
competed over the 60cm 
course, with seven tack-
ling the 90cm version. Dai-
sy McNamara and her own 
Kizzy were 60cm cham-
pions and Kirsty Morri-
son was reserve champion 
on Rosie Wilkinson’s pony 
Milo. Isla Yuill and her 
own Velvet were champi-
ons at 90cms and Eilidh 
McNeil and Diane Lewis’ 
Corrie were reserve cham-
pions.
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INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Riders and horses excel at 
Balgowan derby

Arran Banner, Saturday 12 August, 2017

Shiskine 1
Brodick 13

Southend 2
Northend 1

Battling Northend seen 
off by two late strikes
Northend almost produced 
the biggest shock for years 
in Arran football as it took 
Southend two late goals 
to come back to beat the 
team sitting bottom of the 
league.

The Lochranza side set 
up their defence well and, 
despite wave after wave of 
Southend pressure, the de-

Brodick continued their 
emphatic form with a con-
vincing victory over in 
Blackwaterfoot. Return-
ing traveller Toby Wing-
ham got four goals for the 
Orwin House boys. Andy 
Thomson picked up anoth-
er man of the match perfor-

fence stood fi rm with some 
decisive tackling. They 
also had a few breakaways 
themselves.

Northend goalkeeper 
Bryan McCallum was 
also in great form, saving 
everything thrown at him 
by the Southenders.

When the half-time whis-
tle blew, Northend went 
off with a well-deserved 
scoreline of 0-0. 

In the second half, South-

end became frantic and 
were doing everything but 
put the ball in the net as 
Northend had parked the 
bus and their tactics were 
working effectively.

On the hour mark, with 
everyone forward for the 
home side, the ball broke 
for a Northend counter and 
Lyle Bunyan got in front of 
Tommy MacHale and was 
tripped in the area to earn a 
penalty. Andy MacNamara 
stepped up and made no 
mistake.

Southend fi nally got the 
equaliser in the 75th min-
ute when Fraser Gilbert 
slotted one into the corner. 
It was a nervy last 10 min-
utes for the boys in yellow 
but Jack Simmons came to 
their rescue to spare their 
blushes.

Bryan was given man 
of the match by referee 
Johnny Sloss after some 
tremendous stops.

Bryan McCallum makes another super stop from a goalbound shot. 01_B32footy03

mance and added another 
two goals to his tally. Ar-
chie McNicol bagged an-
other brace as well to all 
but guarantee him another 
golden boot.

Babbies MacNeil also 
managed to get four goals 
as he was put up front in 
an attacking position. John 
Drummond got the other 
goal for Brodick. Don-

ald Mulholland scored 
Shiskine’s only goal of the 
game.

Brodick and Southend 
will do battle on Monday 
night with it looking like a 
potential league decider at 
Ormidale Park at 6.30pm. 
Northend will play against 
Lamlash in the other game 
at the Ewe Camp with a 
7pm kick-off.

No way through for Secuna Junior as the Northend defence stand � rm.
01_B32footy01

Bryan McCallum comes out to thwart another Southend attack. 01_B32footy04

Ryan Armstong is covered on the wing by Andy 
McNamara. 01_B32footy02

Battling Northend seen 


