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Castle bosses act 
to halt vandalism
Police warn culprits they 
will be ‘treated robustly’

Bosses at Brodick Castle 
have stepped in to halt the 
ongoing vandalism and 
misuse of the new adven-
ture playground.

They have installed 
CTTV cameras to catch the 
culprits damaging the new 
Isle be Wild park after it 
closes at night, thought to 
be local youngsters.

Wilful damage
In the past week, during 

their daily safety checks, 
staff have discovered wil-
ful damage to the perime-
ter fencing, vandalism to 
the main tower, resulting in 
part of the playground hav-
ing to be closed to allow it 
to be repaired, damage to 
the zip lines due to over-
loading and discarded rub-
bish left across the park.

Jelly� sh lead Lochranza gala

A long procession led by the Isle of Arran Pipe Band and the umbrella jelly� sh 
children snakes its way into the the grounds of the village hall at the start of the 
revived Lochranza gala weekend which proved a big success. 
Full coverage starts on page 15.

Safety fencing in the main 
tower, which rises high into 
the tree line, and the bridge 
which crosses over a deep 
ravine, have both had holes 
cut into them, which is a 
major safety concern for 
offi cials.

Police on Arran, who are 
investigating, say they are 
treating the incidents very 
seriously and warn that an-
yone caught will be ‘dealt 
with robustly’.

In addition to the dam-
age to the facilities, unau-
thorised vehicles which use 
the long castle drive and 
grounds as a meeting place 
and race track at night are 
continuing to be a prob-
lem for staff who live on 
the property, and for neigh-
bouring properties, who 
hear the noise of the en-

Care home 
trying to fill 
six vacancies
Montrose House, which 
has been forced to sus-
pend respite care, has six 
outstanding vacancies, it 
emerged this week.

As previously reported 
by the Banner, the Brodick 
care home has a staff crisis 
with an increasing number 
coming from the mainland 
and having to be put up in 
rooms at the home.

A spokesperson for North 
Ayrshire health and social 
care partnership said: 
‘Recruitment on Arran, not 
just in Montrose House, 
can be challenging at times 
and there is continuous 
work ongoing to address 
the situation.

‘Montrose House cur-
rently has six social care 
worker vacancies and they 
are a mixture of full-time 
and part-time posts. Two 
of the vacancies are due 
to staff within Montrose 
House being promoted 
to more senior positions, 
and sadly one of the other 
vacancies is a result of a 
staff member passing away 
earlier this year.’

The other three vacan-
cies are the result of staff 
turnover. Interviews will be 
held within the next couple 
of weeks.

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk

We Have Numerous Properties 

Nearing Completion In Key 

Locations / Land Also Available 

For Bespoke Development
John thomson construction ltd, lamlash, isle of arran
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Continued from page 1
gines during the early 
hours.

Now two CCTV systems 
have been installed, one to 
monitor the playground and 
a second to cover the main 
drive by the National Trust 
for Scotland who look after 
the castle and country park.

Interim property manag-
er Chris Mills said: ‘Since 
Isle be Wild opened on Sat-
urday July 1 we have had 
a fantastic response from 
visitors to the property who 

Funding boost for Arran schools
Schools on Arran and across North Ayr-
shire will receive nearly £5 million in 
2017/18 to help close the poverty-related 
attainment gap, the SNP government has 
announced.

More than £45 million of dedicated fund-
ing is being provided to primary and sec-
ondary schools across Scotland in 2017/18 
to help pupils from low-income back-
grounds succeed at school.

The Scottish attainment challenge prior-
itises improvements in literacy, numeracy, 
health and wellbeing of children adversely 
affected by poverty in Scotland’s primary 
and secondary schools. This funding takes 
the challenge authorities and schools pro-
gramme into its third successive year.

Nine local authorities and an additional 
72 individual schools have been allocated 
funding from the Scottish attainment chal-
lenge, for education initiatives and pro-
jects targeting Scotland’s most deprived 
children.

Commenting, Arran’s MSP Kenneth 
Gibson said: ‘Improving the education 
and life chances of our children and young 
people is the defi ning mission of the SNP 
Government.

‘This funding of £4,874,620 has been 
provided to North Ayrshire Council and is 
in addition to the £4,392,000 that has been 
allocated directly to school head teach-
ers in North Ayrshire this year through 
the pupil equity fund, which goes to every 
school based on the number of pupils eli-
gible for free school meals.

‘This latest round of funding will en-
sure that schools where the need is great-
est have substantial additional funding for 
the coming year to improve literacy, nu-
meracy, health and well-being.

‘I’m delighted that schools in Arran and 
the rest of North Ayrshire will benefi t from 
this funding, targeted to improve the life 
chances of children and young people in 
Scotland.’

Two CCTV systems have 
been installed in the area

The Isle be Wild playground which has been hit by vandalism. 01_B30park01

have found the playground 
to be an amazing experi-
ence.

‘Unfortunately we have 
also suffered from less de-
sirable visitors once we 
have closed at the end of 
the day. Not only is this 
unacceptable behaviour a 
safety concern for those 
involved, but it raises real 
issues for children wishing 
to enjoy the playground the 
next day.

‘For the staff that live on 
the property the nightly ac-

tivity of cars racing along 
the drive, parking near 
their homes and the noise 
from the ‘playing’ in the 
playground has become a 
matter of great concern. 
As a result a CCTV sys-
tem has been installed in 
the playground to monitor 
when and who enters af-
ter the park closes and the 
local police have been in-
formed. A second CCTV 
system has also been in-
stalled on the main drive to 
cover all vehicles entering 

and leaving the country 
park overnight.’

Mr Mills added: ‘This 
activity has to stop. Our 
primary concern is for the 
safety of all our visitors and 
this behaviour, by a minor-
ity, is endangering this. The 
team here at the castle are 
very keen to ensure that 
everyone can enjoy the 

park and grounds and we 
want to promote a warm 
welcome for those wanting 
to visit the Country Park as 
long as it is done in a re-
sponsible fashion.’

Acting island police ser-
geant Allen Gow said: ‘We 
are actively looking into all 
the incidents which have 
been reported to us. These 

‘These appear to be the acts
of young persons which we
are treating very seriously’

appear to be the acts of 
young persons which we 
are treating very seriously.’

He urged anyone with 
any information to contact 
Lamlash police offi ce us-
ing the non-emergency 101 
number but added that any-
one witnessing an ongoing 
incident should not hesitate 
to dial 999.

VISITING ARRAN EVERY WEEK
For more details or to book an appointment 

please contact Russell Pearson: 01292 317214 
or Email: rpearson@map-link.co.uk

Map Link will work with a panel of regulated advisors and experts to help 
provide you with the best possible value and advice.

A one-stop shop for all your
financial requirements:
Business or Personal



ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 29 July, 2017 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 3News

All smiles at 
Cooriedoon
Residents and staff at Coor-
iedoon care home in Whit-
ing Bay are celebrating af-
ter winning fi rst prize in a 
competition for National 
Smile Month.

Putting on a raft of activ-
ities from a barbecue to an 
art competition and a sing-
along, the event, one of Co-
oriedoon’s largest yet, was 
judged as North Ayrshire’s 
best.

Lifeboat rescues injured cyclist
A cyclist who suffered mul-
tiple injuries in a coastal 
crash was rescued by the 
Arran RNLI lifeboat crew.

In their fourth call-out of 
the week, the in-shore life-
boat Rachel Hedderwick 
launched at 10.25am on 
Tuesday July 25 towards 
the Cock of Arran where, 
near Laggan Cottage on the 
north east coast of Arran, a 
cyclist was reported with 
serious injuries.

On arrival the casualty 
was stretchered and tak-
en by the lifeboat to the 
Lochranza pontoon with 
a suspected broken ankle 

Summer arts show in Lochranza
An art exhibition, hosted by Arran Visual 
Arts, opens today (Saturday) at the 
Lochranza and Catacol Village Hall. The 
exhibition showcases the work of Arran 
artists and includes a variety of mediums 
and styles. It will be open every day from 
10.30am until 5pm until Thursday August 
3.

The popular summer show attracts an au-

dience of hundreds of people every year 
who vote for their favourite artwork, in the 
People’s Choice award, or who purchase 
works from their favourite artists.

Family workshop
In addition to the show on Tuesday Au-

gust 1 there will be a family workshop 
with weaving, spinning, clay modelling 
and silk painting, from 2pm to 4pm.

and dislocated elbow along 
with shoulder injuries.

After transferring the 
casualty to a waiting ambu-
lance, the lifeboat crew re-
turned to Laggan Cottage 
to assist the casualty’s two 
companions, taking them 
and their three bicycles 
to Brodick to ensure they 
could meet the ferry and a 
connecting fl ight.

Arran RNLI helm Mark 
Nelson said: ‘These kinds 
of accidents can happen to 
anyone and the crew and 
myself are all well-trained 
to respond and offer assis-
tance to people in these sit-

uations. Being able to evac-
uate our casualty to our 
colleagues in the ambu-
lance service and ensure his 
friends made it to their fer-
ry on time hopefully gave 
everyone involved two 
positives from an otherwise 
traumatic experience.’

 See also page 7

Maureen Laya, Cooriedoon health adviser, centre, along with residents and sta�  receive 
their � rst prize from Helen Bruce of the North Ayrshire oral health team. 

National Smile Month 
is the UK’s largest cam-
paign promoting good oral 
health. Individuals, groups 
and organisations, such as 
hospitals and care homes 
are invited to take part in 
the campaign activities and 
to enter a competition for 
the best event.

Organiser Maureen Laya, 
health advisor, welcomed 
a member of the judging 

panel who visited Coor-
iedoon last week and pre-
sented the staff with their 
fi rst prize, certifi cate and 
gift. Maureen said: ‘We 
took a video of the celebra-
tion and other events and 
submitted it along with the 
Banner feature and we are 
delighted to have found out 
that we have been awarded 
fi rst prize in the North Ayr-
shire Category.’

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk
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Arran residents hit by
pension date change
Government plans to raise 
the state pension age to 68 
from 2037, seven years ear-
lier than planned, will af-
fect up to 500 people on 
Arran, it has been revealed.

Figures from the Scot-
tish Parliament Information 
Centre show that 13,999 
men and women, born be-
tween April 6, 1970, and 
April 5, 1978, living in 
North Ayrshire will now be 
forced to wait a year longer 
to get their state pension, 
after the government an-
nounced it would bring 
forward an increase in the 
state pension age which 
wasn’t due until 2044.

Fiat road trip round island

The Fiat 500 Club members with their cars outside the Ormidale Hotel. 01_B30� at0

The sight of fi ve classic cars may 
have turned a few heads on Arran 
recently. 
 Five Fiat 500s visited the island 
as part of a road trip taking in the 
Lake District and the Scottish low-
lands.

The 10 drivers and passengers 
from the Fiat 500 Club based in 

Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire 
come from all over England. They 
arrived on the late afternoon ferry 
on Thursday July 13, stayed over-
night at the Ormidale Hotel in 
Brodick and then spent the Friday 
touring the island, leaving in the 
late afternoon.

Paul Anderson, Fiat 500 Club UK 

secretary, said: ‘The cars on the 
tour mainly date from the 1960s 
and early 1970s, As 2017 is our 
club’s 25th anniversary year and 
also the 60th anniversary of the Fiat 
500, it is a special year.’

Unfortunately, six cars started the 
trip but one had to withdraw after a 
minor accident in the Borders.

North Ayrshire and Arran 
MP Patricia Gibson said: 
‘A great number of peo-
ple in their late 30s and 40s 
will already be planning 
for their retirement; the 
fact that they will be forced 
to wait another year for 
their state pension is a ma-
jor blow. The Tories must 
urgently reconsider this de-
cision.

‘Meanwhile, the SNP will 
continue to call for the es-
tablishment of an inde-
pendent Savings and Pen-
sions Commission to 
responsibly consider pen-
sion policies to ensure they 
are fi t for purpose and take 

into account Scotland’s 
demo graphic needs.’

The government argu-
ment, that the changes re-
fl ect growing life expec-
tancy have been questioned 
by former government 
health adviser Sir Michael 
Marmot, who warned the 
trend towards longer lives 
was ‘pretty close to hav-
ing ground to a halt’ since 
2010, after rising constant-
ly since the Second World 
War’.

Richard Baker, policy and 
communications manager 
at the charity Age Scotland, 
added: ‘In bringing forward 
a rise in state pension age 

by seven years, the govern-
ment is picking the pock-
ets of people in their 40s. 
New authoritative research 
has suggested that the long-
term improvement in life 
expectancy is stalling. For 
people affected, their state 
pension may seem a life-
time away but the fact is 
that the change will have 
a real impact on them lat-
er in life.

‘Repeated changes to el-
igibility increases the risk 
that more people will strug-
gle to plan and save ade-
quately to maintain a de-
cent quality of later life,’ he 
said.

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.eighteen69.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

perfect for
sharing!

Why not try our wide ranging Scottish tapas
menu, with lots to choose from and 

plenty to share!

Treat yourself to a speciality cocktail or 
a wee dram from our vast whisky menu.

Open Thursday to Monday for dinner from
5.30pm with the bar open daily until 11pm.

open Thursday to
Monday, bar open daily

exciting
new tapas menu

& speciality
cocktails
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Arran support staff 
are voted the best
Two of the top accolades in 
the Highlands and Islands 
Students’ Association’s 
(HISA) annual awards 
scheme have been won by 
Argyll College UHI repre-
sentatives.

Mo McKenna and Judi 
Worthington, who run the 
college’s Arran Centre, 
were named best support 
staff, while Dunoon stu-
dent Scott Anderson won 
the best engagement with 
the student voice – student 
category. A further three 
staff members were highly 
commended in this year’s 
honours, which are open 
to nominations from all 13 
different colleges and re-
search institutions which 
make up the University of 
the Highlands and Islands.

Learning team bring family fun
Two days of family fun are being held 
this month by the North Ayrshire Council 
Family Learning Team which are open to 
all families with children who live on Ar-
ran.

The events are free and will be on two 
separate days – Thursday August 3 from 
10am to 3.30pm at Arran High School, 
and Monday August 14 from 9.30am to 
3pm at Kilmory Primary. 

The events are open to all children and 
young people, under 18, but those wishing 
to go along must be accompanied by a res-
ponsible adult.

There will be a variety of games and ac-
tivities for families to take part in regard-
less of age or ability and there will be the 
opportunity to get a light bite and a drink. 
Organisers would like to say ‘a big thanks’ 
to the NAC catering team and Co-op for 
donating supplies so far, and KA Leisure 
for the use of the high school.

If anyone would like to know more about 
these events, or if anyone is able to donate 
fruit, food, water or juice for the event 
then please contact Laurette or Lauren on 
01294 465591 as all donations would be 
greatly appreciated.

Lost ring
A visitor to Arran is ap-
pealing for the return of 
a ring that she lost during 
a recent visit. Claire Ed-
wards from Yorkshire mis-
placed the silver ring with 
a turquoise oval stone, ei-
ther at Felicity’s or at the 
Arran Community Theatre 
during the Doug Scott talk 
on Tuesday July 4.

The ring is of great sen-
timental value, owing to 
the fact that is was a 50th 
birthday gift, so Claire 
would be delighted to hear 
from anyone who may 
have found it. She can be 
reached on 07981 083740.

Judi Worthington and Mo McKenna of the Arran Centre 
have received one of this year’s HISA student awards. 

Argyll College UHI Prin-
cipal Fraser Durie said: ‘It 
is wonderful that our stu-
dents felt strongly enough 
about the fantastic job 
many of our staff and stu-
dent representatives do that 
they took the time to nomi-
nate them for these prestig-
ious awards.

‘The Argyll College UHI 
nominees were up against 
high-quality competition 
from an area stretching 
from Shetland to Elgin to 
Perth, so to come out with 
two awards and three com-
mendations is brilliant. I’d 
like to take this opportuni-
ty to congratulate our win-
ners in particular, but also 
all other nominees and oth-
er staff who together work 
so hard to ensure Argyll 

College UHI provides the 
best educational experience 
it possibly can.’

Mo and Judi, the Arran 
centre manager and as-
sistant centre manager re-
spectively, were nominat-
ed by a student who said 
although there were only 
two of them, they ‘provide 
the support, encourage-
ment and advice of a team 
of 100’.

‘They are always so hap-
py, enthusiastic and posi-
tive and work together so 
hard as a team to make our 
lives at college as smooth 
as possible. The pair of 
them are true stars and it’s 
fantastic that they’ve been 
recognised for all they have 
done for me and every oth-
er Arran student.  They tru-

ly deserve it,’ the student 
added.

Mo said she and Judi were 
both ‘absolutely delighted’ 
to have received the award. 
‘Supporting students 
through good times and bad 
can be one of the most chal-

lenging, but also the most 
rewarding, parts of our job. 
I know how hard all staff 
in University of the High-
lands and Islands work to 
support students, so to win 
this is just amazing,’  she 
added.

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk
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CALA Accounting Ltd
Your success is our business

•  Payroll & CIS Services 
•  Pensions Auto Enrolment 
•  Bookkeeping 
•  Management Accounts 
•  New Business start-ups 

•  Business Plans 
•  Budgeting & forecasting 
•  VAT 
•  Self-Assessment 
  (sole traders) 

•  Corporation Tax 
•  On site consulting 
•  Assistance with 
  projects, software 
  implementations etc.

 Email: enquiries@calaaccounting.co.uk Phone: 07590837287

Why choose CALA? 
•  Free Initial consultation. 
•  Fixed priced affordable monthly instalments. 
•  You can choose to do the majority of the work. 
•  A tailored package just for you.
We offer: 

Summer attractions for all at Heritage museum
The Arran Heritage Museum al-
ways has a number of special 
events days each summer, and 
by far the most popular is the 
children’s fun day, which takes 
place tomorrow (Sunday) from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm.

This is the one annual island 
event guaranteed to provide chil-
dren with an afternoon of fun and 
games, while being entertained 
and educated at the same time.

The whole afternoon at the 

Rosaburn museum in Brodick is 
geared to providing fun, and it’s 
free to children up to the age of 
12 if accompanied by an adult. A 
variety of traditional games will 
be on offer and a model train lay-
out will be working.

Storytelling
There will also be storytell-

ing sessions, children’s tombola, 
horse-shoe throwing, demonstra-
tions of spinning and weaving 
and felting.

  Other treats include cup cake 
decorating, a chocolate fountain, 
and candy fl oss.

The Isle of Arran Pipe Band 
will be in attendance, and other 
musicians will entertain through-
out the afternoon. And there is 
plenty for the grown-ups to do 
too with many new and upgrad-
ed indoor and outdoor displays 
to see. 

 And, as usual, the famed Café 
Rosaburn will be selling meals, 

teas and coffees and cakes all 
afternoon. Another interesting 
event at the museum is an archae-
ology talk by David Aitcheson, 
who has a vast knowledge of the 
island’s archaeological past. 

Lasting approximately 45 min-
utes, and taking place in the mu-
seum’s archaeology room, this is 
a wonderful opportunity to ab-
sorb some of the ancient happen-
ings and ways of life on Arran 
centuries ago.

There are two sessions on 
Wednesday August 9, starting at 
either 1.30pm or 2.30pm.  Book-
ing is not essential, but will be 
on a fi rst come fi rst served basis, 
and no additional charge is being 
made other than normal museum 
entry fee.

Infrequent
These talks are very infrequent 

events, and as David is a very 
knowledgeable enthusiast, it will 
be well worth attending.

Church fete is a sell-out 
success
Brodick Church was 
packed to the pews with the 
large number of visitors at-
tending the annual fete held 

Visitors enjoy delicious homebaking delights while in the 
background the tombola is packed to capacity.  01_B30fete01

Church volunteers did a roaring trade in mini loaves which 
rapidly sold out. 01_B30fete02

Visitors browse the various books for sale which were laid 
out across the pews. 01_B30fete03

in the church, hall and gar-
den last Saturday after-
noon.

The hall, located to the 

side of the church, offered 
a tombola, a groaning bak-
ing stall and a tea room, 
which was fi lled to capac-
ity. In the church itself, vis-
itors keen to scoop a bar-
gain were greeted with a 
plant stall, bric a brac 

stalls, children’s toys and 
a treasure trove of books 
spread throughout the 
church pews.

Outside in the sun-
drenched garden, children’s 
games took place along 
with the traditional ducky 

derby which involved vol-
unteers selling tickets for a 
numbered duck which was 
then plucked from an infl at-
able raft ‘pond’.

The annual garden fete 
was followed up with the 
grand auction at the Brod-

ick Golf Clubhouse where 
larger items and artworks 
were auctioned off on 
Thursday night. Proceeds 
from the fete and the auc-
tion all go towards church 
funds for events and activi-
ties throughout the year.
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Warning after missing 
dinghies found on Arran
Dinghy sailors are being 
warned to make sure some-
one on shore knows of their 
plans when they make an 
open water crossing after a 

Volunteer chief steps down

Jim Nichols with his retirement gift. NO_B30jim01

multi-agency search in the 
Firth of Clyde.

The search was sparked 
last weekend after two sail-
ing dinghies were report-

ed missing from Prestwick. 
The Arran RNLI in-shore 
lifeboat Rachel Hedder-
wick launched at 3.50am 
on Sunday joining search 

teams from Troon and Gir-
van RNLI, Ardrossan and 
Arran Coastguard Res-
cue Teams and Rescue 199 
Search and Rescue heli-
copter.

The two dinghies had 
been reported missing after 
departing Prestwick on Sat-
urday morning with no fur-
ther contact being made by 
the vessels.  The alarm was 
raised on Saturday evening 
with the search originat-
ing on the Ayrshire coast 
but quickly escalating to a 
large-scale sea search in-
volving Arran, Troon and 
Girvan lifeboats and Res-
cue 199 Search and Res-
cue helicopter all search-
ing a very large area of sea 
and coast.

At approximately 5am on 
Sunday morning the Arran 
crew spotted two vessels 
on the shore at Sandbraes 
in Whiting Bay.  After in-
vestigating the vessels and 
consulting with Belfast and 
Arran Coastguard rescue 
teams it was established 
that these were the missing 
vessels and the occupants 
were safe and well.

Arran RNLI helm Mar-
tin Wood said: ‘We were 
all very relieved when we 
spotted the dinghies on the 
shore at Sanbraes which 
had obviously been stowed 
overnight. It was a great 
conclusion to the search.  
We would like to remind 
everyone that when they 
are planning an open water 

crossing, particularly in a 
small craft such as sailing 
dinghies or kayaks, that 
they should have a con-
tact on shore who is aware 
of their plans or make the 
coastguard aware of their 
passage plans and estimat-
ed time of arrival.’

It was the second re-
cent call-out for the Ar-
ran Lifeboat. At 9pm on 
Tuesday July 18 the crew, 
responding to a Pan-Pan 
distress call, found the 
stricken vessel North East 
of Pladda. It was apparent 
that the crew had encoun-
tered mechanical diffi cul-
ties but had managed to ef-
fect repairs on their vessel. 
It was escorted to its des-
tination by Troon lifeboat.

Jim Nichols, the leading 
light of the Arran Com-
munity and Voluntary 
Services (ACVS) has re-
tired.

Jim has been an as-
set to the Lamlash based 
ACVS for more 10 years. 
He served as treasurer 
before joining the staff 
in 2005. As chief execu-
tive offi cer he has guided 
the organisation through 
many changes and 
helped ensure that ACVS 
is a respected and trusted 
organisation throughout 
Ayrshire.

Operations manag-
er Vicki Yuill said: ‘His 
work ethic has been in-
credible, putting his all 
into everything he has 
done.

‘His contribution can-
not be summed up in a 
few words, it will not be 
forgotten and we are so 
pleased that he has cho-
sen to join the board. 
We would like to say a 
big thank you, from the 
ACVS staff, board of di-
rectors and from the in-

dividuals and groups on 
Arran who have benefi t-
ed from his knowledge.’

Jim will remain on the 
island close to family and 

friends. However, he will 
shortly be heading off on 
a cruise and hopefully 
many more holidays with 
his wife Kate.
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reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Not a great advert
Sir,
As a ‘second home own-
er’ on Arran and a lover of 
the island, I rent my cottage 
our to holiday visitors dur-
ing the season. This season 
I have never heard so many 
complaints regarding the 
facilities available.

Firstly my guests com-
plain that they have been 
‘caught short’ on sever-
al occasions and fi nd it 
most embarrassing to have 
to go into a cafe or restau-
rant and ask to use their 
toilet, even though they 
are quite prepared to pay 
a small charge that several 
are rightly charging. Many 
of my guests say they will 
not come back to Arran un-
til the position is corrected. 
Great advert for holidaying 
on Arran.

May I suggest that we in-
vite the whole council and 
local MSPs over to Arran 
for the day and keep them 
‘out and on the go’ for sev-
eral hours and when they 
need ‘to go’ tell them to 
fi nd an open toilet or a big 
bush. Maybe then they will 
see how ridiculous their de-
cision to close the toilets is, 
especially on a holiday is-
land. These people sit on 
their ‘behinds’ miles away 
and make decisions that do 
not affect them.

Second, come over to 
Arran for a great holiday 
with children ... what rub-
bish now that several swing 
parks etc are being closed. 
Talk about biting yourself 
on the bum. Why not just 
cancel the ferry and the big 
ugly terminal as well. That 
will save money also.

Yours,
Jack Cowan,
Giffnock.

Top priority
Sir,
We have been renting hol-
iday cottages on Arran for 

very many years and this 
year there were 20 of us in 
the party, three of whom 
were under three years of 
age.

The fact that there were 
no public toilets on the is-
land this year was not good 
as you can imagine. Pub-
lic health is the top priority 
in any civilised authority’s 
agenda and the provision 
of public toilets essential. 
So like P M Trousdale (Ar-
ran Banner letters July 22) 
we will sadly not be com-
ing to Arran until this ri-
diculous situation is sort-
ed out.

Yours,
Colin and
Denise Bowes,
Lancashire.   

Sea Dragon 
visit update
Sir,
This is to update readers on 
the preparations for eXX-
pedition Round Britain 
with the Sea Dragon due 
to sail into Lamlash Bay on 
August 16.

Russ and Elspeth Chesh-
ire are giving their day 
in the RiB to bring the 
crew ashore for the day’s 
events. The Co-op in Brod-
ick is generously restock-
ing Sea Dragon with suffi -
cient fresh food to take us 
on the next 10-day sail, up 
to the Western Isles and the 
north, through the Pentland 
Firth and around to Edin-
burgh.

The RNLI is lending 
us the lifeboat station in 
Lamlash as a venue for 
the day’s events in Au-
gust. We have two visit-
ing scientists, Dr Natalie 
Welden of the Open Uni-
versity and Winnie Cour-
tene-Jones from SAMS 
near Oban. We’ll be talking 
about our fi ndings of plas-
tics of all sizes, down to the 
very smallest, in the open 
ocean. COAST is lending 
us microscopes, so we can 

study plastic samples, dis-
cuss their effects on sea life 
– and consider the changes 
we need to make to prevent 
any more plastic ending up 
in the sea.

In the afternoon our sci-
entifi c crew and visiting 
experts will be going to the 
high school to work with 
older students. COAST 
will be inviting folk at 3pm 
to join us in a beach clean 
nearby.

In the evening, the PHT 
are hosting a storytelling 
and musical evening from 
7.30pm, Tales from the Sea 
Dragon. Our all-women 
and all-ages crew will be 
telling tales based on our 
days at sea, some to make 
you laugh, some to make 
you cry. Local musicians 
are coming to support us 
and welcome us into Scot-
land. And in the morning, 
we shall sail away on the 
next leg of our circumnav-
igation.

So, that’s the day onshore 
on Arran, but of course we 
have a lot more going on 
everywhere else. Of inter-
est to Arran readers might 
be that we have success-
fully crowdfunded £10,000 
of which half came from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
in recognition of our envi-
ronmental work. This en-
ables us to bring speakers, 
hire venues, buy science 
equipment, produce pub-
licity materials for the en-
tire voyage.

On our way to Arran, in 
Belfast, we expect a vis-
it from the Lord Mayor! 
Our Scottish sailing leg 
culminates in Edinburgh 
with a reception at Holy-
rood, organised for us by 
MSP Kenneth Gibson. Our 
highpoint in England could 
be when we sail up the 
Thames and under Tower 
Bridge on August 30, to a 
reception on Tower Pier.

Yours,
Sue Weaver,
Kildonan.

Mark Tinto with his proud 
parents after recently 
receiving his Duke of 
Edinburgh gold award at 
Holyrood. 

Gold award
Sir,
I thought you and your 
readers might be interested 
in the picture below from 
earlier this month. Graham 
and Barbara Tinto, former 
Arran GPs  now living in 
Perthshire, were delight-
ed to be in attendance with 
Mark, now 25, and others 
from an adults with support 
needs group at Holyrood 
for his Duke of Edinburgh 
gold award presenta-
tion, having completed his 
bronze and silver sections 
while at Arran High School 
(AHS) with Ms Hogg and 
Ms Manson.

Of extra Arran interest, 
HRH Prince Edward was 
escorted throughout the 
proceedings by Barry Fish-
er, former pupil of AHS and 
son of Angie Fisher, Whit-
ing Bay, erstwhile primary 
head teacher on the island. 
As many will be aware, 
Barry is director of Duke of 
Edinburgh Award Scotland.

After four years at an 
ASN College, in Shrop-
shire, Mark is now well set-
tled into his routine as a day 
attendee at Corbenic Cam-
phill Community close to 
Amulree, between Dun-
keld and Aberfeldy, where 
the family have lived since 
2015.

Yours,
Graham Tinto,
Dunkeld.

‘Love must be sincere.  
Hate what is evil and cling 
to what is good. Be devot-
ed to one another in love 
and honour one another 
above yourselves.’  (Ro-
mans 12: 9-10)

End these acts 
of stupidity
One of the many things to 
love about Arran is the fact 
that there so little anti-
social behaviour.

It makes it really disap-
pointing then that the is-
land’s newest tourist at-
traction, which is proving 
extremely popular, has 
been hit by a string of van-
dal attacks since it opened 
at the start of the month.

But these are not visitors 
causing the problems; these 
are local youngsters get-
ting their kicks by damag-
ing other people’s property. 
And, make no mistake, the 
castle bosses already know 
who some of them are from 
the CCTV cameras. Now 
the police are involved.

It may not be wanton de-
struction but instead pure 
stupidity which is having a 
serious impact on the play-
ground and has to stop be-
fore someone gets hurt.

The castle is really try-
ing to make the playground 
work to bring much-needed 
revenue into the coffers 
and, so far, it seems to be 
successful. But if sections 
have to constantly shut 
down for repairs, it could 
have a serious impact on 
the overall attraction.

That is why we have to 
hope that the CCTV cam-
eras do their job both at the 
playground and in dealing 
with the wider issue of boy 
racers on the castle drive, 
and put an end to the 
problems.

If not, the law may be the 
only alternative.
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With unrivalled scenery 
and spectacular views, ‘The 
Kinloch’ has long been re-
nowned for the excellence 
of its food and its outstand-
ing service.

This friendly, family 
owned sea front hotel pro-
vides fi rst-rate food in a re-
laxed atmosphere.

Whether it is the fresh-
est Kilbrannan sound sea-
food, Wooleys or our very 
own homebaked scones, 
the hotel uses the best lo-
cal produce to create in-
ventive and mouth water-
ing dishes.

Offering everything from 
quick bites to three course 
meals, enjoy fabulous food 
in a fantastic setting.

Reservations are essential 
to avoid disappointment.

Telephone 01770 860 444

on Arran

  


     


    


                  


                     






                              
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran  

best location, best service, best value

Lunches 12 - 3pm   Evening Meals 5 - 8.30pm
Booking essential for 

evening meals 01770 860444

• lunches, light bites & evening meals
• fresh seafood & local produce
• fabulous seafront location
• childrens menu and high chairs available

20%  discoun† on bar 
classics & sharing  
pla††ers 5-6pm
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Crowds soak up the fun and games in Whiting Bay

Winners of the putting competition were, l to r, Torren 
and Brodie Hart who won the child and teenager category 
while Alice Martin and Jamie McPherson retained their 
titles in the ladies and gents competitions. 

The entertainment didn’t stop all week at the 
Whiting Bay fun week which saw record en-
tries to events and big crowds this year.

Last Sunday, after the raft race and Bay 
Queen crowning ceremony, reported in last 
week’s Banner, it was over to the bowling 
green where a big entry of 64, including a 
number of children who had never played 
bowls before, fought it out in the good na-
tured family competition. The contest was 
won by Whiting Bay’s own Cathie and John 
Steed with their partners Ann and Robert 
Frame.

The always popular beach sculpture com-
petition last Wednesday was one of the 
events which attracted a strong entry, despite 
doubts it may not be able to go ahead due to 
the weather. However, it stayed dry until the 
prize-giving and there were some excellent 
entries in the children, family and adult sec-
tions for visitors to admire.

Coming out top on the day and taking away 
three prizes - family winner, overall winner 
and the impressive People’s Choice trophy - 
were the Burns-Thompson family, who have 
a holiday home in Lamlash.

Attracting a crowd of over 70 people, de-
spite the rain, the grand putting competition 
saw some excellent scoring with brothers, 
Torren and Brodie Hart taking fi rst place in 
the child and teenager’s category with a 44 
and 37 respectively.

Winners’ mug
Defending ladies champion Alice Martin 

retained her title with a score of 37 while 
Jamie Macpherson also won again with four 
holes in one and a score of 34, securing him-
self another coveted and unique winners’ 
mug to add to his collection.

On Friday, at the fancy dress fun run win-
ner of the Inspiration’s Maisie Moo compe-
tition, Ava Pringle and her family joined the 

A full house at the Whiting Bay bingo. 

Fancy dress winners, Daisy May McNamara, Rosie-Anne 
McNamara, Kirsty Morrison  and Kitty Townsend who 
were Eeyore, Winnie the Pooh and Piglet. 

Spectators line the beach as the ducks make their way 
down from the bridge. 01_B30fun06

On your marks, children set o�  for the family relay race. 01_B30fun04

Winners of the family relay race, 
Lewis Crossen who helped dad 
and daughter team of Jason and 
Isla Street win � rst place.
01_B30fun05

www.scottishsalmon.com

SCOTLAND’S FINEST
Sea Loch Fresh Salmon

Proud to be part of the Brodick 
Highland Games. 

Enjoy Scotland’s Finest salmon  
at The Scottish Salmon Company 
food trailer.

CELEBRATED  IN SCOTLAND
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Crowds soak up the fun and games in Whiting Bay
runners, including a group from the Scrip-
ture Union camp, in a race from Sandbraes 
to the putting green. Running down the route 
lined with spectators and supporters the win-
ner was Jesse Townsend closely followed by 
Ewan Morrison and with third place being 
shared by Luke Goatley and Sid Townsend. 
Taking the prizes for the best fancy dress was 
Daisy May McNamara, Kirsty Morrison,  
Rosie-Anne McNamara and Kitty Townsend 
who were Eeyore, Winnie the Pooh and Pig-
let.

Completing the week of fun activities was 
the incredibly popular duck race which saw a 
big crowd of supporters shouting encourage-
ment at the 1,000 ducks that were released at 
the Sandbraes bridge where they made their 
way towards the sea only to be scooped up 
by the volunteers standing ankle deep further 
down in the burn.

Winning £100 with the fi rst duck to cross 

the fi nish line was Patty Primrose of Kildo-
nan, followed by the ducks of Alison Page of 
Lamlash and John Steed of Whiting Bay who 
each won £50 and £25 respectively.

 The fi nal event of the day, and wrapping up 
a week of fun activities, was the family relay 
race around Sandbraes fi eld which was won 
by Jason and Isla Street and Lewis Crossen 
of Lamlash who joined the team to make up 
the two juniors and one adult relay team.

All the events are organised by The Whit-
ing Bay and Districts Improvements Associa-
tion who said in a statement: ‘Many thanks to 
everyone who organised or helped at events - 
too many to mention individually but all your 
hard work and support is much appreciated. 

All the events were very well attended, so 
a huge thank you for the generosity of all the 
locals and visitors who came along to the Fun 
Week and had fun!’

See also page 12.

On duck duty, children 
help the adults to collect 
1,000 ducks from the burn. 
01_B30fun02

Runners prepare for the family fun run dressed in fancy dress. 

Volunteers stand at the 
ready to catch the � rst 
duck over the � nish line. 
01_B30fun01

Volunteers Linda Tudhope, Katie Litton and Ian Cook 
present duck race winner Patty Primrose with her prize. 
01_B30fun03

There was a healthy entry for the beach sculpture competition. 01_B30fun10

Brodick Highland Games

CATERING WILL BE PROVIDED IN THE PAVILION
Spectators may leave and re-enter the fi eld on production of admission ticket

Alcohol is not permitted to be taken onto the fi eld

Isle of Arran Pipe Band Kilbarchan Pipe Band
Kirkintilloch Pipe Band Maybole Pipe Band
Arran strongman Contest - Check out the Atlas Stones!

Highland Dance Competition - Starts at 11am
Heavy Events - Commence at 12 noon
Childrens Fancy Dress - and other events 
commence at 1pm

SATURDAY 5th AUGUST 2017
in Ormidale Park 

START TIME - 1pm

ADMISSION :
ADULTS - £4.00 
CHILDREN UNDER 14 - FREE ENTRY
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A photo � nish of equal third place winners, Luke Goatley 
and Sid Townsend.

Jesse Townsend crosses the � nish line in � rst place at the 
family fun run.

The family bowling competition at Whiting Bay fun week 
in full swing. 

Family bowling competition winners, l to r: John Steed, 
Ann Frame, Cathie Steed and Robert Frame.

Tallulah Burns is trapped in a snake tentacle of Medusa 
sand sculpture. 01_B30fun07

The Burns-Thompson family who scooped a trio of awards 
with their Medusa sand sculpture. 01_B30fun09

Fun week was well attended, say organisers
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Sunshine draws the 
crowds at church fete
The warm weather, bright 
sunshine and undoubted-
ly the smell of a barbe-
cue ensured that the Cor-
rie Church fete attracted 
a large number of visitors 
wishing to sample some of 
the many delights on offer.

The large expanse of gar-
den at the Corrie and San-
nox Village Hall was put to 
good use with an outdoor 
golfi ng challenge, a plant 
stall, a tombola and a gen-

erous amount of seating for 
people to sit and savour the 
homebaking and barbecue 
treats.

Indoors in the annex, fur-
ther seating was fi lled to 
capacity with parched visi-
tors enjoying tasty refresh-
ments and watching the 
fl ow of patrons visiting the 
stalls.

Among them was a book 
stall, a silent auction, a large 
bric-a-brac stall and an Eco 

Savvy station selling re-pur-
posed, second-hand and 
home-made items.

On offer too were holis-
tic therapies from Brèagha 
Holistic Beauty and a jew-
ellery stall which attract-
ed a considerable amount 
of interest. All funds gen-
erated on the day will con-
tribute to the church fund 
which meets running costs, 
building maintenance and 
upkeep expenses.

Bob Blair and Anne Pringle manned the 
popular barbecue selling burgers and 
sausages. 02_B30_Corrie_04

Sarah Blair and Jude King promoted 
environmental awareness at the Eco
Savvy station 02_B30_Corrie_01

Visitors make the most of the sunshine at the Corrie Church fete. 02_B30_Corrie_02

Elma Stevenson and Faye Reid did a brisk trade at the home baking stall. 02_B30_Corrie_05

The tombola stall joined the plant stall 
outside in the village hall garden. 
02_B30_Corrie_03
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Double cash boost for 
COAST will go towards 
new projects
A leading Arran environ-
mental group has received 
not just one funding boost 
but two in recent weeks 

Vincent Gilligan of Howdens presents former executive director Andrew Binnie and 
COAST’s new director Paul Chandler with a donation. 

Sibbie Sangster and Jenny Stark collect a spirit of the community award on behalf of 
COAST.

along with a community 
award.

And recently two repre-
sentatives from the Com-

munity of Arran Seabed 
Trust (COAST) were at an 
awards ceremony in Glas-
gow to receive the prize. 

COAST’s treasurer Sabrina 
‘Sibbie’ Sangster, and Jen-
ny Stark, a marine outreach 
offi cer, attended the awards 
evening to receive the spir-
it of the community award 

and a grant of £5,000 from 
the Yorkshire and Clydes-
dale Bank.

The awards programme, 
now in its fi fth year, rec-
ognises the important role 
community groups and 
charities across Scotland 
play within their local com-
munities. Organisations 
were recognised under 
three different categories: 
help people have a healthy 
relationship with money; 
help people into employ-
ment and help people im-
prove their local environ-
ment.

Jenny said: ‘COAST is 
extremely grateful to be 
awarded this funding boost 
and award under the lo-
cal environment catego-
ry. This will enable us to 
launch an exciting new se-
cret sea life trail and exhi-
bition, as well as promot-
ing awareness through our 
wild summer programme 
of events. Both Sibbie and 
myself were amazed by the 
outstanding work the other 
deserving recipients show-
cased on the night and we 
wish them all the best for 
their projects’.

Howdens Joinery has 
also donated £500 to-

wards COAST’s renova-
tion project of the former 
tennis pavilion in Lam-
lash. COAST’s new direc-
tor, Paul Chandler, said: 
‘We are extremely grateful 
to Howdens for donating 
this money to help off-set 
the costs of the wonderful 
kitchen that we purchased 
from them. Work at the pa-
vilion and tennis courts is 
progressing well and we 
hope to move into our new 
offi ces and Marine Protect-
ed Area HQ later this year.’

COAST has a fun-fi lled 
summer planned for any-
one wanting to get active 
and explore the delights of 
Arran’s coast and marine 
environment. Further de-
tails are available at www.
arrancoast.com and details 
regarding the tennis courts 
can be obtained by email at 
info@arrancoast.com

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk
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Revived Lochranza gala 
is a splashing success
After more than 20 years 
the Lochranza gala week-
end has been revived 
and what a splendid 
event it turned out to be, 
attracting big crowds to 
the events.

The skies may have 
been overcast on Satur-
day and rain was in the 
air as the long parade, 
led by Sea Queen Abi 
Traill and Nepture Tony 
Baboolal snaked from the 
Lochranza Pier, picked up 
the Arran Pipe Band at 
the castle, and made its 
way to the village hall. 

Sensibly organisers had 
arranged for the children 
to take part in a jelly� sh 
umbrella parade and 
dozens of youngsters 
were dressed up with 
their decorated umbrel-
las.

However busy organ-
isers, Holly Murdoch, 
Lorna Logan and Jess 
Kerr-Fearon, need not 
have worried about the 
weather as after a short 
shower, as the gala day 
was opened by the Sea 

The Sea Queen and Nepture at the head of the parade. 01_B30_loch_01

Queen, it dried up for the 
events of the afternoon.

The burger stall did a 
roaring trade and there 
were games and stalls in 
the hall where the parade 
judging took place with 
Beth Fearon winning 
� rst prize for the best 
costume and umbrella. 

There was also a dog 
show with a healthy entry, 
children’s races – with the 
mums and dads getting 
involved too – and a live 
band of local musicians 
with Brian Millar on lead 
vocals who could be heard 
across the village.

One of the highlights 
of the previous gala days 
was the cart race on the 
castle spit and this was 
revived this year as the 
Bogie McBoatrace.

Five contraptions took 
part in the timed event 
though an obstacle 
course where competi-
tors were also pelted with 
water bombs.

The event was won 
by Gregor and Ewan 
Morrison. The afternoon 

events concluded with 
a duck derby from the 
Golf Course Bridge to the 
doctor’s surgery.

At night there was the 

chance to dance away to 
the sounds of the excellent 
Falkirk band Soundcradle 
in the hall. And the week-
end of fun continued with 

a Texas Scramble held at 
Lochranza Golf Course, a 
children’s putting compe-
tition, a sausage sizzle and 
other children’s events 

followed by the prize-giv-
ing with the Sea Queen 
handing out the prizes.

See our picture special on 
pages 16 and 17.

The long procession behind the jelly� sh umbrella parade. 01_B30_loch_02

Sea Queen Abi Traill formally opens the gala day. 01_B30_loch_06

is a splashing success
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ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650

Weather fails to dampen the spirits at Lochranza gala weekend

Little mermaid Beth Fearon, who won the fancy 
dress competition with mum Jess Kerr-Fearon. 
01_B30_loch_05

A smiling Marie Craig with her � rst placed bitch Skye. 
01_B30_loch_10

Mums join in the races 
with their daughters.
01_B30_loch_14

A converted bike was one of the bogie race entries. 
01_B30_loch_15

Winning cart race 
duo Ewan and Gregor 
Morrison. 01_B30_loch19

A bogie competitor is hit by a water gun as he 
negotiates the course. 01_B30_loch_16

Sea Queen, Abi Traill.
01_b30_loch_07

WHITING BAY CLUB 
DRAMA & MUSIC

Join us for an evening of 
Fiddles, Drums & DRAMA

Plus cheese and wine, 
co� ee or tea.

TUESDAY 1st AUGUST 7.00 for 7.30pm

Whiting Bay Hall. £5 at door



PULL 
OUT & 

KEEP
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While the largest number of new homes 
being constructed in the UK each year is not 
self-built, many of us dream of building our 
own home. Of course, most of us will never 
do it, leaving it instead to the professionals. 
However, every year, some 13,000 people 
embark on a self-build adventure.

There are enthusiasti c amateurs, extremely 
competent DIYers and individuals with 
a background in constructi on who will 
undertake most aspects of the building work 
themselves. Then there are those who have 
neither the skills, the ti me, or the inclinati on 
to att empt the work, preferring to appoint a 
reputable contractor to undertake the work 
on their behalf.

Whichever way you choose to go, the process 
and the stages of constructi on will be the 
same. However, either opti on will bring 
benefi ts and challenges which will become 
apparent in diff erent ways as the project 
develops.

Typically, by doing all the work yourself the 
key benefi t will be one of saving you money. 
Of course saving money is great but without 
a large team of helpers who are willing to 
work free of charge, it will take longer to 
build, especially if you have a day job to go 
to.

Budget control has to be your number one 
priority, irrespecti ve of the route you choose. 
Depending on the scale of your project you 
will also be liable to paying VAT, which incurs 
an additi onal cost of 20 per cent.

We’ve all watched programmes like Grand 
Designs, and while these undoubtedly 
produce some stunning results, they are not 
without their challenges when it comes to 
having expectati ons that exceed budgets. 
This is where many self-builds begin to 
struggle from day one. It is really important 
that if you plan to manage the work yourself, 
you understand the scope of works that 

you are about to undertake and the costs 
associated with achieving your desired fi nish.

Capturing the essence of understanding cost 
and value, art criti c John Ruskin once said: ‘It 
is unwise to pay too much, but it is worse to 
pay too litt le. When you pay too much, you 
lose a litt le money – that’s all. When you pay 
too litt le, you someti mes lose everything, 
because the thing you bought was incapable 
of doing the thing it was bought to do. The 
common law of business balance prohibits 
paying a litt le and getti  ng a lot – it can’t be 
done. If you deal with the lowest bidder, it 
is well to add something for the risk you run 
and if you do that, you will have enough to 
pay for something bett er.’

What he is saying is that just because you 
have a cheap price don’t think that this is 
going to give you everything you have asked 
for. You need to be able to interrogate your 
cost base to ensure it is deliverable within 
your budget and initi al scope of works. 
Inevitably, you get what you pay for.

If you are going to embark on the self-build 
route, our advice is to employ a competent 
quanti ty surveyor to assist you in compiling 
a robust scope of works that can be priced 
and will give you a basis for managing and 
controlling cost as the project develops.

Managing the project yourself will take ti me. 
You need to ensure that you have the ti me to 
dedicate to the project, rather than relying 
on tradespeople managing themselves by 
day and you trying to pick everything up in 
the evening, as you also juggle family life.

The self-build route will defi nitely save some 
money. However, unless you seek competent 
cost advice at the outset the saving will be 
immeasurable as you won’t have a basis 
upon which to assess the investment in your 
own ti me and lack of professional knowledge 
against that of a competent, dedicated 
contractor.

Beginners’ guide to 
self-build
Building a future
Whether you’re a joiner, builder, 
tradesman, or home owner, 
Rembrand Timber will help you 
fi nd the materials you need all 
under one roof, at their Irvine 
branch.

Having been the largest 
independent ti mber merchant in 
Scotland for over 30 years now, 
and with 18 branches around 
Scotland, they’ve got the ti mber, 
sheet materials, doors, fl ooring 
and windows that you need for 

your job, and, 
more important-
ly, they’ve got 
the right quality 
at the right 
price. 

To all this add 
building mate-
rials, plasti cs, 
roofi ng products, decorati ng, 
plumbing, bathroom supplies, and 
a friendly knowledgeable service 
all here at Rembrand Timber.
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When you are designing a new 
house, you put a lot of energy 
into the design and initial 
build of your home, and the 
interior design is often left until 
towards the end of the pro-
cess. Suddenly you need to 
make decisions on the interior 
design. It can be quite daunt-
ing to have to think about how 
to really make the most of 
your beautiful new home. You 
want to get it right, but you’re 
faced with concrete and bare 

plaster and yet more decisions 
to make.

One client was in a such a 
positition and turned to us 
for some help and inspiration.  
She had plenty of experience 
in doing up previous homes, 
but really needed help to clar-
ify and consolidate her ideas 
for doing a whole house in one 
go.  

She brought the house plans 

to us and had already decided 
on the colour of her kitchen.  
We talked about how the 
house would be used, how 
she wanted it to feel and the 
ideas she already had.   

We designed a concept mood 
board for her with  ideas for 
colours, textures, fabrics, 
fi nishes, paint and lighting.  
We gave her ideas on how 
the space could be used, 
introduced the idea of painted 

wood panelling for the walls 
in the dining area, and offered 
thoughts on furniture layout.  
This gave her the confi dence 
to make decisions and take 
the design forward. We pro-
vided some principal lighting 
and some soft furnishings and 
then the client was happy to 
source other items herself and 
to undertake the decorating.     

Several months down the 
line and the house is looking 
wonderful and the client is 
absolutely thrilled. 

We are very happy to work 
with people at any stage of 
the design process. We can 
provide as much help as 
needed, be that simply deliv-
ering concept mood boards to 
managing the entire process 
and sourcing fi xtures, furniture 
and furnishings.

Beautiful interior design to create your perfect space… 

Showroom and Studio: Star Brae, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4NX

01631 571122   |  info@sljinteriors.co.uk  |  www.sljinteriors.co.uk  |   : sljinteriors.co.uk

SLJ INTERIORS
Turning your interior design ideas into reality can be 

a daunting process. You can be confi dent that with SLJ 
Interiors it will be a smooth and enjoyable experience.

Experienced 
interior designers 

can offer 
invaluable ideas on 

the use and fl ow 
of interior space.  
They are experts 
at fi nding out 

about the lifestyle, 
atmosphere, 

look and feel their 
clients wish to 

achieve

At what point does a 
‘self-builder’ involve an 
interior designer?
‘Homeowners want to make sure 
their project is built or remodelled as 
effi ciently as possible, and that means 
assembling the right design and build 
team from the very beginning. People 
often only start thinking about the 
interior towards the end of the build 
process. However, interior space 
is so much more than just furniture 
and furnishings. Every surface in 
an architectural space needs to be 
considered as part of the overall design.  
Elements such as colours, textures, 
proportions, lighting, balance as well as 
furniture and fabrics all come together 
in the fi nal scheme. Considering these 
elements early on can help the success 
of the whole project.’
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While you probably won’t want to make a 
formal mortgage application before you have 
identified a plot of land and estimated your 
build costs, it is important to get financial 
advice at an early stage to be confident that 
you will be able to get a big enough mort-
gage. Even if you don’t need a mortgage to 
help you buy your plot, you should try to be 
sure that you get a mortgage offer before you 
commit to buying a plot to avoid any nasty 
surprises later on.

Self-build mortgage
You will need a specific type of mortgage 
for self-build because a self-build mortgage 
is normally paid in instalments at certain 
stages during the building process and the 
lender needs to check progress at these 
stages to make sure it is satisfied that the 
work has been carried out before the next 
instalment of the mortgage is paid out. Only 
some lenders offer self-build mortgages so it 
may be easiest to find a suitable mortgage by 
using an independent financial adviser (IFA) 
or mortgage broker, who will be able to find 
out what available products may be suitable 
for you. 

Nest egg
Whatever mortgage you choose, you will be 
required to provide a significant deposit to 
fund your build. In some cases at the mo-
ment, lenders will not provide any mortgage 
funding until your build reaches ‘wind and 
watertight’ stage – ie, the main structure of 
the building is complete and weatherproofed 
(this is in order to reduce the risk to the 
lender in case the project is abandoned when 
the home is only part built). 

Lenders also generally pay for each stage of 
the build in arrears – ie, once it is complete. 
If you don’t have enough savings or other 
ways of borrowing the money to finance the 
purchase of the land and the initial stages of 
the build, it may be possible to get mortgage 
finance at an earlier stage. 

This can either be through a specialised 
mortgage product which pays instalments 
in advance or in some cases you may be 
able to agree a form of bridging loan with 
your current lender to fund the construction 
phase, which allows you to take a standard 
mortgage when your home is complete.

(Contains public sector information licensed 
under the Open Government Licence v3.0.)

Funding for croft homes
The Scottish Government funded Croft 
House Grant (CHG) provides grants of up to 
£38000 for the building of a new house or 
the improvement or rebuilding of an existing 
croft house.  

This support is available due to the particular 
nature of crofting as a form of land tenure, 
the remoteness of the landscape and the 
challenges faced by crofters in accessing 
conventional forms of housing finance.

In April 2016 a new scheme was launched 
which included increased grant rates, eligibil-
ity for owner occupier crofters and increased 
access for crofters who previously decrofted 
their house site.  In addition, a selection 
mechanism was introduced to allow a pri-
oritisation for applicants on lower incomes, 
lower property assets and those who intend 
to maximise the use of their crofts.

The scheme has attracted a high level of 
interest since it was launched which has 
led to Scottish Government allocating an 
additional £600000, raising the total budget 
to £2 million for 2017/18.

Full details of the scheme, basic eligibility 
criteria and the selection mechanism can 
be found by visiting https://www.rural-
payments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/
all-schemes/croft-house-grant-/ or calling 
RPID Tiree on 01879 220240.

Raising fi nance

Your home and its contents are 
your biggest assets so it makes 
perfect sense to ensure they are 
adequately protected.
That’s even more important if you 
are renovati ng your home because 
when you are having work done, 
either by professionals or as a DIY 
project, it is all too easy for things 
to go wrong.
But when you are renovati ng 
or extending your home many 
insurers will want to restrict your 
cover, perhaps even cancel it, 
when you need it most. That’s not 
the case at Adrian Flux.
When you contact Adrian Flux you 
will talk to a UK-based insurance 
expert who will realise that you 
are working hard to make your 
home a bett er living environment. 

It follows that if you are spending 
money and ti me improving it, you 
will do whatever you can to look 
aft er it.
Adrian Flux takes these things 
into considerati on and arranges 
domesti c insurance bespoke to 
your personal needs.
As one of the UK’s leading brokers 
of specialist home insurance their 
goal is to provide cover of the 
highest quality and greatest value.
Buildings or contents, standard 
semi or listed building, landlord 
or homeowner, renovati on or 
extension; Adrian Flux can provide 
home insurance at a price that 
suits you.
The home insurance experts are 
awaiti ng your call on 0800 085 
5863.

Adrian Flux
Bespoke home insurance at 
a price that suits you
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The Highlands 
Small Communities 

Housing Trust 
presents the 

Highland Self-
build Loan Fund, 

a new Scottish 
Government fund. 

This fund applies 
to plots of land 

within the Highland 
Council area only. 

The fund allows HSCHT, 
acti ng as agent to the 
Scotti  sh Government, to 
provide a revolving fund to 
self-builders throughout the 
Highlands.

The fund aims to generate 
growth in this self-build 

sector again, and provide fi nancial assistance 
to individuals and families who have in recent 
years been unable to progress with their 
self-build projects. HSCHT will keep a database 
of all the people expressing interest in the fund, 
in hope that this will prove to lenders that there 
is a high demand, and that it is indeed possible 
to fi nance these type of projects. 

£4 million is available in total to provide 
to individuals and families throughout the 
Highlands, with applicati ons open unti l the 
end of March 2018. This is a revolving fund, so 
as some projects are completed and the loan 
provided to them is paid back, HSCHT will then 
be able to use this fi nance to assist another 
applicant. The analysis of the pilot will be used 
to inform future policy for self-build support in 

Scotland, and to provide evidence of demand 
to high street lenders. The new fund will allow 
applicants to borrow up to £175,000 to help 
them reach build completi on. The loan is then 
repaid when the applicant is able to access a 
traditi onal mortgage.

The HSBLF can help a wide range of people who 
are considering a self-build project for their 
primary residence. Those who own or part-own 
a home can apply although they need to sell 
their interest in that property.

In additi on, the HSBLF applicants will be 
prioriti sed in the following order:

1)  Applicants with all necessary ti tles, permis-
sions, warrants and other documentati on 
requested during the applicati on process.

2)  Applicants with shorter build programmes. 
This is to allow us to provide more funding 
for a greater number of projects – allocati ng 
funding to a larger number of applicants 
between up to April 2018.

3) Applicants with greater housing need.

 The agent (HSCHT) will assess the project 
costs and compare this with the applicant’s 
contributi on. If there is a shortf all in cash 
fl ow to reach completi on stage (where 
mortgage funds become available), this will 
be the basis of how the HSBLF amount is 
calculated.

 The durati on of the fund being available 
to each applicant will depend on their 
build schedule. This will be decided before 
a formal off er is made. The loan off ered 
to the applicant can be drawn down over 
the course of the project build – at stages 
previously agreed during the applicati on 
stage.

If you are interested in hearing more about 
the Highland Self-build Loan contact HSCHT on 
01463 233548, or email selfb uild@hscht.co.uk.

Loan opportunities for self-builders 
in the Highland Council region

They say it pays to shop around 
– but loyalty pays too

Switching mortgage products didn’t mean changing 
lenders for Joe Kelly and Catherine Hallett

When they decided to take the 
plunge and build their own home, 
Joe Kelly and Catherine Hallett  
turned to Scotti  sh Building Society 
for help. A self-build mortgage from 
the society allowed them to draw 
down funds as required for each 
phase of the project. Now happily 
sett led in to their new fi ve-bedroom 
detached home on the outskirts of 
Perth, they have switched to a stand-
ard mortgage, and are delighted 
that the society had a competi ti ve 
product to off er.

Catherine takes up the story: 
‘We bought the land for our new 
home in December 2013 and broke 
ground 10 months later in October 
2014. Originally we went through a 
mortgage broker to fi nance the build 
project, and he put us in touch with 
Scotti  sh Building Society. As the build 
progressed I was glad to be able to 
deal directly with the society’s Fiona 
Dyer who kept me right through 
every stage of the process. 

‘It was great to be able to pick up 

the phone to someone who took the 
ti me to explain things to me clearly, 
and who had local knowledge. I 
really welcomed her experti se and it 
was for that reason that we turned 
to Scotti  sh Building Society when the 
ti me came to switch to a standard 
mortgage once the build completed.  
I had shopped around a bit on the 
internet so I knew what rates were 
available and when Fiona responded 
quickly with a competi ti ve quote 
we snapped it up.  We were already 
inclined to remain loyal to Scotti  sh 
Building Society because of the 
support and personal contact I 
had throughout the build, and we 
are both  delighted to remain a 
member of the Society with our new 
mortgage.’
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Finding land
Finding land is the fi rst and biggest hurdle – and it 

deters many prospective self-builders. Unless you 
are lucky enough to own land, fi nding a suitable plot 

from scratch is likely to take time and effort. Not 
only are the most popular areas highly developed or 
fenced off by planning restrictions, plots that come 

on the market are constantly sought by local and 
national developers.

Trying to fi nd a suitable plot of land to build your new home? Need fi nancial 
advice? Or advice on contracts, planning, access or services? 

Jas Campbell can help.
As both Solicitors and Real Estate Agents, Jas Campbell offer an integrated 
service combining property, fi nancial and legal advice and expertise for those 
times when you need a little help. 

Please visit our website for further information on how Jas Campbell can help 
you. www.jascampbell.co.uk

Unit Two, The Douglas Centre, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 5pm (closed1-2pm)

Telephone 01770 302 027
Email arranoffi ce@jascampbell.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services. 

A recent survey by the Nati onal Custom and 
Self-Build Associati on (NaCSBA) revealed the 
toughest obstacles faced by self-build hopefuls. 
A staggering 56 per cent claimed fi nding an 
aff ordable/suitable site with which to build their 
own home was by far the biggest challenge they 
faced.

Mike Hardwick, NaCSBA CEO, said, ‘These fi gures 
make interesti ng reading and echo the views 
of self and custom builders that I meet. The 
demand for land is sti ll well above the available 
supply and so many of our supporters are eager 
to start their projects in the next couple of years 
but are held back by this criti cal shortf all.’

Starti ng a self-build can be very easy if you or 
your family already own a suitable piece of 
land, or it may take years of eff ort if you have 
geographical or budgetary constraints.

Once you have worked out what budget you 
have available, you can fi nd out about plots of 
land for sale which may be suitable for self build 
from a number of sources. There are several 
websites that allow you to search for details of 
plots for sale, although for some of these you 
need to pay a fee for membership. A range of 
websites are available, such as BuildstorePlot-
search, UK Land Directory Ltd or plotf inder.net. 

You can also look around for other potenti al sites 
in the area you are interested in by:

searching the Scotti  sh Property website for 
suitable public sector land for sale;

checking your local Solicitors Property Centre or 
estate agents;

looking out for ‘For Sale’ signs;

approaching local private developers with 
undeveloped or partly developed land to see if 
they would consider selling you a plot;

seeing if there are any community trusts in 
the area which may have land available for self 
builders, especially if you want to build in a rural 
area; 
considering sites with a derelict property which 
could be demolished or substanti ally renovated. 
See estate agents or the Buildings at Risk 
Register to fi nd possible properti es.

Some other methods for plot hunti ng include 
networking (ask all your friends on Facebook to 
look out for one for you, for example); contact-
ing estate agents and landowners, checking out 
aucti on houses, hiring agents to search for you, 
adverti sing in the local press, in pubs and shops, 
and with mobile workers such as taxi drivers, 
mobile gardeners and hairdressers.

You can also search an area for an untended 
garden or neglected building, and then approach 
the owners. If you have a defi ned search area, 
buy a high resoluti on Ordnance Survey map 
as this can someti mes help you identi fy quirky 
potenti al infi ll sites that are not visible from the 
main roads. Google Earth can someti mes be 
useful for this too. 

So you have fi nally sett led on that perfect plot of 
land and have started brainstorming a vision for 
your ideal self-build. Wait a minute! 

Although the temptati on to do as much on your 
own as possible is admirable, this can oft en be a 
risky business that is devastati ng in the long run. 
Instead, for a traditi onal ti mber frame custom 
build, we recommend hiring an architect to 
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ensure you get the most out of your project.

Your architect will construct designs that cater 
to your specifi cati ons, style and budget that 
are presented in the brief.  Self-build architects 
cater to the individual needs of your project, 
and possess experience with a vast number of 
building styles and constructi on techniques. 

All architects registered with the Royal 
Incorporati on of Architects in Scotland (RIAS), 
Architects Registrati on Board (ARB) and the 
Royal Insti tute of Briti sh Architects (RIBA) have 
the ability to prepare scale drawings and oft en 
3D models of the proposed self-project. This 
informati on will be presented to you in design 
development meeti ngs. This ensures you’re 
getti  ng exactly what you want before building 
work starts. Need more reasons to hire an 
architect for your self-build? Houzz UK Contrib-
utor Michael Schienke, director and founder at 
Vorbild Architecture, off ers just a few.  

They will hold your hand
People oft en think only of the monetary value 
a good architect can add to their home, by 
creati ng a more coherent design, or adding 
a new room, for example. But architects also 
know the design and build process back to 
front.

They will often come up with 
good ideas you may never 
have imagined
Architects design spaces from the inside out. If 
you ask them to draw an extension, they’ll do 
that, but they’ll also discuss how you intend to 
use the space, or even how you use the whole 
property, to make sure the extension and the 
way it looks and feels makes sense for you.

They can help you with your 
room layout 
While an architect’s main training is to look 
at the whole house on a grand scale, they 
also know how to look at every detail. So 
with a kitchen, for instance, they’ll make sure 
it functi ons effi  ciently for you and you can 
seamlessly move from one task to another 
without going backwards and forwards.

They can help you 
work to your means
This functi on is much more common in 

mainland Europe than in the UK, where cost 
consultants or quanti ty surveyors have taken 
over this part of the architect’s experti se. Sti ll, 
many architects can help you with forming your 
budget right from the start, so you can feel 
more in control and work out whether you can 
aff ord that more expensive kitchen you always 
wanted.

They think outside the box
They like to encourage creati vity. That wacky 
idea, which at the beginning everyone smiled 
about, could actually be brilliant, and an archi-
tect can think it through practi cally. Their ability 
to look at a house overall, think and pre-empt 
how you might use it or, more importantly, 
how you could make even bett er use of it, can 
lead him or her to suggest completely diff erent 
points of view to someone solely looking at one 
room in isolati on.

Architects can help you to invest wisely in your 
home. Think of engaging an architect as an 
investment in your house. The more you can 
improve your property, maximise the available 
space or even get permission for a larger 
extension, the more you stand to increase its 
value.  

Architectural designs

Architect
0141 644 2777

info@johnlambarchitect.com
www.johnlambarchitect.com

JOHN LAMB
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Scenic Lets

Whether you are dreaming of a self 
build kit house, a luxury holiday 
let or a larger scale development, 
Scenic Lets gives you the freedom to 
design a space exactly to your tastes 
and requirements. The result? A 
disti ncti ve, ti meless, and brightly lit 
space built with high quality, long 
lasti ng materials. 

By using industry standard sized 
components compati ble with 
off -the-shelf foundati ons, as well as 
minimising producti on waste, Scenic 
Lets has a design to fi t every budget, 
from cost eff ecti ve to high end.  
Their fl oor plans are fully customisa-
ble, and maximise living space, with 
spacious, adaptable rooms that are 
acousti cally well separated. 

In additi on to choosing your own 
fl oor plan, you have a range of 
opti ons for the building materials 
and fi nishes. The beauty of their 
designs, combined with effi  cient 
engineering and a high level of 
craft smanship, results in a warm, 
comfortable, healthy and sustaina-

ble environment for you and your 
family.

As experienced, award-winning 
architects, the team at Scenic Lets 
can advise you throughout the 
design and building. From the fi rst 
meeti ng with the architectural 
team, they will help make the 
self build process as stress free as 
possible, by guiding you through 
the opti ons and providing a detailed 
cost and esti mate for the work. 
With an in-house quanti ty surveyor 
and on-site erecti on team, they can 
advise you on your parti cular house 
site and any planning requirements, 
assuring that your project is a 
success. Visit www.sceniclets.com 
or call 07544 313789.

Bespoke homes by 
industry experts

Structural Insulated Panel 
Systems (SIPs) are prefabricat-
ed building systems with many 
advantages - they are energy 
effi cient, quick to construct, 
robust, versatile and manufac-
tured to high quality standards.   
SIPs are lightweight building panels that 
combine two high-density facings bonded 
to either side of a low density polymeric 
core. Typical materials include Oriented 
Strand board (OSB) or Cement Bonded 
Parti cleboard (CPB) for the facings, and 
foamed polyurethane (PUR) or Expand-
ed Polystyrene (EPS) for the core. In 
the UK these panels are predominantly 
used as internal and external walls in dwell-
ing and light-industrial constructi on of up 
to three storeys. In some applicati ons the 
panels are also used for the roofi ng struc-
ture. 
The building system was fi rst introduced 
in the US in the 1950s, and today SIPs are 
established in housing constructi on as 
main loadbearing members throughout 
the building, i.e. as fl oors, roofs and walls 
(internal and external).
Structural Insulated Panels are enabling 
technology to meet the Architecture 2030 
Challenge for 100 percent energy effi  cient 
buildings. Many chain hotels and restau-
rants are now only building with SIPs due 
to energy-effi  ciency and speed of con-
structi on, with an overall lower cost and 
unskilled labour market. Also, many states 
and citi es are starti ng to require homes and 
builders to get closer to net zero energy 
buildings. This is good news for SIP building 
envelopes, since they are about 50 per cent 
more energy-effi  cient.

Kit home facts
The growing popularity of prefabricated 
housing, especially among thirtysome-
things, demonstrates that prefab housing 
could be a future alternati ve to bricks and 
mortar.

Three out of 10 people in the UK would 
consider buying a prefabricated or self-
build home with, young people aged 34 
and under the most likely age group to do 
so.

People living in rented accommodati on see 
prefab or self-build as a way onto the prop-
erty ladder, with 33% saying they would 
consider it.

A building system
for the 21st century

The UK conti nues to have one of the lowest 
rates of self building - around 10 per cent of 
new private sector house-building, com-
pared to countries such as Austria, Belgium, 
Italy and Sweden where self build rates are 
above 65 per cent. However, the last few 
years have seen a great deal of acti vity in 
the self-build sector through Government 
incenti ves and greater media exposure, 
and an improvement in the general econo-
my has also helped the market increase in 
value. 

Product systems in the self-build market 
are a mix of ti mber frame and traditi onal 
methods, with kits conti nuing to represent 
a signifi cant share of the self-build sector.

Let’s go to the Homebuilding 
& Renovating Show
The Scotti  sh Homebuilding & Renovati ng 
Show in Edinburgh at RHC October 21-22 
is the go-to exhibiti on for self builders and 
renovators.
No matt er what stage your project is at, 
there will be sessions, experts and exhibi-
tors at the show to help bring your project 
to life. From tailored advice from home-
building and renovati ng experts to displays 
of thousands of the latest innovati ons, 
technologies and products, this is a great 
place to start your self build journey. Visit 
htt p://edinburgh.homebuildingshow.co.uk/ 
for ti ckets and more informati on. 
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If there is not already detailed 
planning permission for your 
home for the plot of land you 
are buying, you will need to 
secure this before you can 
start building as the planning 
authority (your local council or 
national park authority) will 
need to be satis� ed that your 
plans for your home are in line 
with the Council’s Development 
Plan(s) and that your home’s 
design will be acceptable 
in terms of its impact on 
the surrounding homes and 
landscape. Don’t pay for 
land before it has planning 
permission- don’t sign a 
contract or include a clause that 
it will be void if the property 
fails to get permission. 

You should try to get planning 
permission as early as possible, 

as the process can take 
some time. Try to speak to a 
planning o�  cer at the relevant 
council before submitting your 
application as they should be 
able to let you know if there are 
any issues you should be aware 
of or any restrictions they 
might impose (for example 
they might restrict the size 
or height of the home, its 
distance from a road or the plot 
boundary, etc.).

The council should also be 
able to help if you need advice 
or guidance on completing a 
planning application. There 
will be a fee for submitting 
an application. The planning 
authority will notify any 
neighbours, but if your plot 
has no immediate neighbours, 
there is also currently an 

additional charge to advertise 
your planning application in 
the local newspaper(s) so that 
any other residents who may 
wish to comment have an 
opportunity to do so.

Your architect can help or 
you may choose to employ a 
specialist planning consultant. 
A list of planning consultants 
operating in Scotland is 
available on the Royal Town 
Planning Institute website at 
rtpi.org.uk.

In addition to planning 
permission, you will also need 
to apply for a building warrant 
before you can start building 
work on your home. 

You can contact your council’s 
Building Standards Department 

for more information on 
how to apply The Scottish 
Government’s Building 
Standards website at gov.
scot/bsd provides links to 
the building regulations. If 
you are not familiar with the 
building regulations, you can 
get your architect or other 
design professional to help you 
with preparing your warrant 
application as well as providing 
drawings of your plan.

Normally your home must be 
completed within three years 
of you receiving your building 
warrant, although you can 
apply to extend this deadline 
(you need to pay an extra fee 
for this though).

Planning Permission

A building system
for the 21st century

Fleming Homes

Fleming Homes has been supplying 
bespoke ti mber frame homes to 
the self-build market for over 30 
years. With an unrivalled passion for 
the traditi onal values of self-build 
the Company is committ ed to 
maintaining these traditi ons 
through excepti onal one-off  ti mber 
frame designs, quality products 
and excellent service. From its 
free design service to erecti on, 
the Company off er expert advice 

and soluti ons across all stages of 
the self-build process including 
planning, building regulati ons, full 
material specifi cati on, structural 
engineering, constructi on design, 
ti mber frame manufacture, erecti on 
and supply across the UK and 
overseas. For specialist ti mber 
frame advice tailored to your 
individual project contact Jason 
Hartley on 07712 305381 or 01361 
883785.

Exceptional one-off timber frame 
designs tailored to suit your individual 
requirements.

CALL 01361 883785   EMAIL enquiries@fleminghomes.co.uk

VISIT fleminghomes.co.uk

Specialists in the manufacture of high quality open panel 
pre-insulated timber frame systems, we’ve made over 

1,500 beautiful, affordable homes for happy clients all over the UK.

Our team aims to help your project run as smoothly and enjoyably 
as possible, with our flexible services, superb designs and 

products, and outstanding expertise and experience.

Contact us today and let us help you realise your 
dream self-build project!

LOOKING FOR 
AN EXPERIENCED TEAM 

FOR YOUR TIMBER FRAME?
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Kit home designs are fl exible 

Most kit home companies can tailor the 
home to suit your requirements. So, if you 
want the living room on the other side of 
the home than the plan says, or you want 
to make the bathroom two way instead of 
single entry, chances are you can. Some 
companies and designers will even allow 
you to create a custom home.

Kit homes are cost-effective 
and can save you money
Kit homes are cheaper to buy and build than 
a standard home is, and they are so easy to 
build that, if you have the skills and ti me, 
you can do it yourself, saving you thousands 
of dollars over a traditi onal house.  If you do 
decide to have a builder erect the home, it 
will be a much quicker process than building 
a standard home, and thus you’ll save in 
labour costs. 

Kit homes help you in the 
building process
Many kit home companies and suppliers will 
provide you with all the documentati on that 
you need in order to get planning licence 
approval. They can also give you everything 
that you need to get your building licence 
so that you can start building the home 
yourself.  You will fi nd that the supplier or 
company will give you a comprehensive 
instructi on manual if you are planning on 
building the home yourself, and all the 
phone and building assistance that you 
need. 

Kit homes are energy- effi cient 
and eco-friendly
Kit homes generally meet fi ve-star energy 
effi  ciency rati ngs or bett er. This is because of 
the latest materials used (insulati on, double 
glazing, etc) and also because of the design 
itself.  As well as being energy effi  cient, kit 
homes are environmentally friendly, because 
they are made either from sustainable 
treated pine ti mber frames or from recyclable 
steel.

Common mistakes to avoid
While kits homes are a great alternati ve for 
self-builders, there are some common pitf alls 

Kit homes
When you think of kit homes, you may think of an industrial style building, but these days, this couldn’t be 
further from the truth. The new style kit homes are attractive and cost effective and they hold many benefi ts 
over other types of buildings. Thinking of going with a kit home for your self-build? Here’s what you need to 
know. 
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Scotframe -
leading the way in 
self-build

the complete package

We provide our customers with a unique 
one-stop shop service – 

www.scotframe.co.uk
Inverurie Tel: 01467 624440

Dundee Tel: 01382 561772

• Lower space heating costs
• Unequalled energy efficiency
• Advanced thermal performance
• Quicker build & less labour costs
• Quality controlled factory production
• Fully design flexible

AIRTIGHTNESS
THERMAL

PERFORMANCE

ENERGY
EFFICIENCY

SPEED OF
CONSTRUCTION

We provide our cus-
tomers with a unique 
one-stop shop service, 
not only for coordinat-
ing the manufacture 
and delivery of the 
ti mber frame structure, 
but also the supply 
of windows, external 
doors, insulati on, 
plasterboard, stairs, internal door sets, architrave, skirti ngs and fi nishings 
and a whole lot more - the complete package!

Where your house design is concerned, you can either select from the 
Scotf rame Portf olio, Rural, Gaelic or Breton ranges of house styles, 
encompassing everything from compact bungalows to generously pro-
porti oned family homes, or we will be happy to assist with a tailor made 
package for a bespoke design from your own architectural drawings.

Make sure you talk to us about Val-U-Therm PLUS our unique family of 
advanced, closed panel, factory insulated, high thermal performance 
wall, roof and fl oor systems. Val-U-Therm PLUS provides a winning 
soluti on along with extremely low U values and excepti onal air ti ghtness 
making it ideally suited to all forms of self build projects. The thermal 
effi  ciency of ti mber frame is legendary, and Val-U-Therm PLUS ensures 
properti es that are very comfortable and require a lot less energy to 
heat. 

that you should watch out for. Save ti me and 
money by avoiding these common mistakes. 
• Don’t just place your kit home down on   
your block anywhere. Positi on it to   
 take into considerati on views, privacy,   
summer and winter temperatures, etc.
•  Don’t try to pour the cement all at   
 once, unless you have the manpower   
 to complete the job before the cement   
‘goes off ’.
•  If you are using trades people, make sure 
 you schedule them correctly – for 
 example, make sure all plumbing,   
 insulati on and electrical work is done   
 before the dry waller arrives.
• Don’t fi nalise your design and budget   
 unti l you know the site requirements.
•  Don’t try to do everything yourself unless  
 you have plenty of experience and ti me.
•  Don’t skimp on wall frame props during   
roofi ng, because the walls will not   
 remain plumb.
•  Don’t make your design so unique that   
it won’t fi t in with your neighbours and   
be more diffi  cult to sell in the future.

•  Make sure you know the rules before you  
 break them. 
• Don’t go too big just because you can. 
•  Don’t make your design so unique that it 
 would not be appealing to others and   
 thus harder to sell in the future.
• Don’t forget to apply glue to fl oor   
 sheeti ng or it will squeak.
•  Make sure you seek professional advice   
when needed.
• Don’t set yourself unrealisti c deadlines at  
 the expense of your health and family   
life.
•  Don’t guess. Use bids from subcontractors  
 to determine hours needed for any given  
 task.
•  Allocate a percentage of your budget for  
 landscaping. It is not an expense, it’s an   
investment.
• Don’t cut corners on fi xtures and fi tti  ngs.
 Choose a design that takes your lifestyle  
 into considerati on, such as need for   
 privacy, room for entertaining, space for  
 family growth, etc.
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Most would-be self-builders don’t 
succeed because they start off  
thinking they need a ‘grand design’, 
which almost inevitably they can’t 
aff ord. 
Worse, such designs rarely off er 
value for money and may result in 
unaff ordable levels of debt, with all 
the stress that entails. But self-build 
doesn’t have to be like that. 
Norscot off ers an alternati ve ap-
proach with a wide range of fl exible 
designs, which can be tailored to the 
way you want to live, at a price you 
can aff ord. 
With Norscot, there’s no need to 
employ an architect, you are guided 
through the whole process. You may 
add space and change the layout. 
And, create dramati c and light fi lled 
spaces with glazing opti ons that 
make the most of the view. 

At their core, Norscot kits are 
supplied with the acclaimed 
‘EcoWall’ external wall constructi on, 
which provides levels of insulati on 
almost double that required by 
building regulati ons. So, not only are 
Norscot homes cheaper and easier 
to build, they also off er superior eco 
credenti als, making them cheaper to 
heat too. 
Clearly, with Norscot, you get a 
home that perfectly fi ts you, your 
family and your budget. You don’t 
have to compromise. 

Norscot
Self-build doesn’t have to be 
stressful or expensive

Bower Workshops, Bower, Wick. T: 01955 641303
20 Carsegate Road, Inverness. T: 01463 224040
W: norscot.co.uk  E: sales@norscot.co.uk
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Expertly manufactured in the far noth of Scotland to
specifications which exceed current Building Standards

YOUR LOCAL TIMBER
FRAME SPECIALIST

Bower Workshops, Bower, Wick. T: 01955 641303

“A very professional service throughout, 
not to mention value for money.”

ECO KIT HOMES
I N D I V I D U A L LY  D E S I G N E D  •  E N E R G Y  S AV I N G

Types of kit homes
Most kit homes fall into one of four main 
categories:

Log homes
Log homes are made of handcraft ed logs 
or factory-milled logs that can expand and 
contract due to changes in humidity and 
temperature, so it’s important to seal the 
logs properly together. Log homes can also 
shrink aft er being built, so keep this in mind 
and plan ahead. Log kits include interior 
fi xtures.

Timber-frame homes
Also known as post-and-beam homes, 
ti mber-frame homes have no interior 
structural walls, so they off er fl exibility when 
designing the interior layout. They also 
provide large wall space for windows, which 
allows for passive solar design. Timber-frame 
homes facing south with insulated roof and 
wall panels are energy-effi  cient.

Dome homes
They’re fl exible, spacious, energy-effi  cient 
and made of triangular fi breglass panels that 
can withstand severe weather conditi ons. 
Dome homes are easier to build as cutti  ng 
the pieces in the same shape, size and angle 
is done repeatedly. They can also be built 
quickly, as you can erect the shell and install 
the windows and doors in one day.

Panelised homes
Panelised homes can have an open panel 
(e.g. a frame with exterior sheathing and 
a non-insulated/unfi nished interior) or a 
closed panel (e.g. a frame with a fi nished 
interior or a structural insulated panel (SIP)). 
Using SIPS for the fl oors, walls and roof help 
create an energy-effi  cient home. Panelised 
kits can come with roof trusses and wall 
secti ons and have fl exible fl oor plans.

Create a checklist
Creati ng a checklist will help you to stay 
organised from the start and ensure that you 
obtain the right knowledge, skills, budget 
and people you need prior to building your 
kit home.

Here’s what to put on your checklist:
• Do your research – If you have no 

experience in building homes, then do some 
research on the process of building a kit 
home and on local building codes. Know how 
long it might take to build your kit home, e.g. 
large kit homes take around 8-12 months 
to complete. Choose a kit home company 
with a good reputati on and good customer 
reviews.

• Take a course – If you’re thinking of 
building your kit home yourself, then take 
an owner-builder course. It’s short, cheap 
and will prepare you for building your own 
kit home.

• Create a budget – Include the main costs 
and additi onal costs, including upgrades 
during the building process. Make a 
budget for what it is you want and sti ck to 
it.

• Speak with a lender – If you’ll be borrow-
ing money for your kit home, get a loan 
from a small bank, as they’re more open 
to lending for non-conventi onal homes. 
Expect to pay a bigger deposit than for a 
conventi onal home. The lender may also 
choose who gets to build the home (e.g. 
you or a contractor), so that they get a 
good-quality product from the deal.

• Find the right builder – If you want to 
hire a builder, read people’s reviews of 
home builders and look at their fi nished 
work before choosing one. Also look for 
a builder who can gather a team of good 
tradespeople that they can manage in 
order to complete the project on ti me 
and within budget. You can also ask the 
kit home company or their local dealer if 
they know of a good contractor who can 
build your home.

• Get the building site ready – You’ll need to 
source and buy land, then complete the 
foundati on before the kit home arrives. 
Ensure there’s space to accommodate the 
truck and have your work crew ready to 
go when the materials arrive.

• Be organised – Stack the materials neatly 
together and somewhere safe from the 
weather. Read the manual, follow the 
steps in order and have someone be in 
charge of the manual throughout the 
building process.
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Kit Homes
Precision Frame Making
Our new automated ti mber frame 
producti on line based in Lochgilphead 
allows us to provide you with the very 
latest designs on a ti mescale and budget 
to suit your requirements.

Quality comes as standard with our state-
of-the-art Computer Numerically Control 
(CNC) frame maker.

To help streamline your build-process 
we also manufacture and supply high 
quality Windows and Doors, providing 
you with the complete housing package.

Specialists in bespoke house kits.
Extensive range of house kits 

available

Tel: 01546 602989   Fax: 01546 603789

: MacleodConstructionLimited Email: Sales@mkmacleod.co.uk www.MacleodConstruction.co.uk

MacLeod Constructi on is the 
largest ti mber frame design 
and manufacturing company 
in Argyll with 40 years of 
experience and a proven track 
record in quality ti mber frame 
constructi on. Using the very 
latest methods and materials, 
every frame and panel is 
designed using cutti  ng-edge 
soft ware before manufacturing 
the kit on site. It`s quick, easy 
and accurate.

Greig MacLeod,  Business 
Development Manager, tells us: 
‘We are a family-run business 
and passionate about what we 
do.  We off er a lot of services, 
but house building is our 
speciality. We build around 150 
kit homes a year. The process 
is very fl exible, allowing the 
customer to customise their 

kit to their own specifi cati ons. 
We can supply a ti mber frame 
kit (one of our tried and 
tested designs, or based on an 
architect’s drawings), or we can 
manage the whole design and 
build project from start to fi nish.

If you are planning 
to build a house:
We are able to off er a full range 
of services from obtaining 
planning permission and 
building warrant right through 
to completi on. 

You can also pick and choose 
trades from our extensive 
services division – either direct 
or as part of a self build project, 
as required:

•  Plumbing and electrical 
services 

•  Windows and doors

•  Conservatories

• Roofi ng

• Refurbishment & Joinery

•   Building aggregates 
(sand & gravel)

Working together, we can make 
your future home a reality.

Call 01546 602 989 or visit  
www.macleodconstructi on.co.uk 

MacLeod Construction Limited
Cutting-edge design
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Have you dreamed of building 
a home in a remote, romantic 

Highlands or islands location? 
The increased costs of getting 

materials and workmen to 
your build site may make 

this seem like an impossible 
dream. But don't give up. Here 

on the West Coast, there are 
companies that specialise in 

working on and delivering to 
the islands. With a bit of extra 
planning and thought, there's 
no reason not to self-build on 

the islands.

Think before 
you act
The number-one rule in rugged design is 
to plan ahead. With rugged sites, special 
factors come into play. In addition to normal 
home-design decisions, you’ll need to 
think about your site’s accessibility, energy 
options, terrain and weather patterns. 
Sometimes these issues can raise your costs 
dramatically. 

How do you 
get there?
Is your site accessible by paved roads, or will 
materials need to be delivered by ship or 
plane? If roads are available, are they wide 
enough—and strong enough—for trucks 
filled with heavy loads of building materials? 
Evaluate your site’s accessibility ahead of 
time and work with your production team to 
come up with solutions – local haulage and 
construction companies know how to get 
materials to challenging locations. 

Choose a 
good spot
Don’t underestimate the importance of 
siting your home on your lot. Where you 
choose to situate your house will impact 
daily living. Sure, it’s nice to capture great 
views, but you also want to make sure that 
you maximize energy efficiency and avoid 
terrain troubles. 

Materials matter
In a rugged setting, materials may dictate 
a home’s long-term durability. Windows 
and also play a role in a home’s longevity. 
Choose energy-efficient windows with a 
good R-value. Cladding on exterior windows 
also is a good idea. Remember, a little 
extra research now goes a long way toward 
creating a home that will last a lifetime.

Building on the islands

If you’re building a new home, you will need to 
arrange for it to be connected to the standard uti lity 
services.
Your plot of land may or may not already have access 
to the mains water system, the sewage system, 
electricity, gas (if needed) and broadband internet.
If the site isn’t already fully connected to these 
services, you will have to arrange this.
It’s worth contacti ng Scotti  sh Water and the power 
company you want to use early on, to make sure 
they can connect you when needed. You may think 
you can arrange to have these services connected 
once you move into your new home, but remember 
your builders will also need to use the services to 

build your house.
As a priority, try to arrange 
to have the water mains 
drainage and electricity 
supply connected as soon 
as possible. The builders 
will need access to water 
from the early stages of 
building, and will need 
electricity in later stages.
If this isn’t possible, try to arrange something 
temporary like an electricity generator, a water 
standpipe, or permission from neighbours to use 
their outdoor tap.
If your plot is in a rural area there may be problems 
connecti ng you, especially if it’s far from other 
homes or on a hill. Depending on how remotely 
you’re living it might cost you a lot of money to get 
connected, so check with power companies before 
you commit to buying a plot.
Courtesy of mygov.scot.

Utilities
The know-how

We have the largest stock of reclaimed 
Ballachulish slate in the North of Scotland, also 
a wide range of good quality reclaimed Welsh. 
We also offer competitive rates to buy slates 

on or off the roof.  Delivery service throughout 
Scotland with our flexible transport system at 

competitive rates.

www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk
Telephone 07778 829604

HIGHLANDSLATESUPPLIES
RECLAIMED & NEW SLATE
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Based on the Isle of Arran in Scotland, we are your ‘Go 
to’ local haulage company that are ready and dedicated 
to moving your goods from A to B, hassle free, locally and 
nationally throughout the UK!
Whether it be goods onto or off the island, we are here 
to provide excellent service and rates.  With a depot in 
Hillington, Glasgow, we have a base for a daily service to 
the island.
Building your own home is a very exciting venture, but 
also one that can have a number of issues.  With our 
wealth of experience, our job is to   get your timber kit, 
kit panels or roof trusses direct to your site, 
safely and stressfree!
Let us also assist you with 
all the materials you 
will need to build your 
house and we can 
deliver direct to your 
site.  You’ll love our 
competitive prices!

Large stock of insulation, cement, post mix, 
building sand, concrete mix, bricks, concrete 
blocks, plaster, manhole covers, slates, zinc 
ridging, lead, slabs, gravel, concrete lintels, tar & 
guttering.
Smaller stock items include screws, nails, 

silicones, 
DPC, weep 
vents, wall 
ties, tie 
down straps, 
expanding 
foam, 
hammer 
fi xings, DPM 
and building 
paper

Plumbing Fittings:
Our plumbing store has a large selection of all 
plumbing fi ttings, both internal & external.
Drainage:
Underground drainage from soil pipe to perfo-
rated drainage coils, twinwall pipes, septic tanks 
and water pipe

Large stock of timber including: 
45x45mm, 45x95mm, 45x145mm, 45x195mm, 
tile baton, OSB, Plywood, MDF, Timber sleepers, 
fencing materials, posts, cross rails, skirting & facing
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Installing green technologies 
in your self-build not only 

offers energy savings in the 
long run, but you might qualify 

for government schemes to 
help pay for them. As well as a 
warmer house, those who have 

qualified for the scheme have 
saved an average of £350 per 

year on their energy bills.

Renewable Heat Incentive 
(RHI)
The main funding scheme offered by the 
Government for installing renewable heating 
such as biomass, ground source and air source 
heat pump technologies, is the Renewable Heat 
Incentive (RHI). 

The domestic RHI is for single-rated properties 
and is payable for seven years. Quarterly 
tax-free payments, which increase annually in 
line with the consumer price index, are made 
to the homeowner. The amount of RHI payable 
is based on the energy performance certificate 
(EPC) you receive once your heating installation 
is complete. 

Typically, a biomass installation could payback 
in about eight years (depending on fuel source). 
A ground or air source heat pump system 

usually pays back in four to five years.

The rates paid under the RHI vary depending 
on what system you are installing. Currently, 
heat pumps (ground and air source) are seen 
as the best technology to use and offer higher 
payments. 

While the scheme is currently supported until 
at least 2022, the Government continues to 
adapt the criteria so it is important that you, 
and your installer, keep up to date. Further 
changes have been mooted for 2017, including 
a cap on larger properties and the removal of 
support for solar thermal installations.

Feed in tariffs (FITs)
The Feed in Tariffs (FITs) scheme is another 
Government scheme designed to encourage 
uptake of a range of small-scale, renewable and 
low-carbon technologies to generate electricity. 
Under FITs, you could be paid for the electricity 
you generate if you install an eligible system 
such as solar PV or a wind or hydro turbine.

Energy saving loans
Did you know you can apply for an interest free 
loan to install a variety of measures such as 
solid wall insulation, double-glazing or a new 
boiler? 

You can apply for an interest free loan of up 
to £10,000 for installing a variety of home 
energy efficiency measures such as solid wall 
insulation, double glazing or a new boiler.

The HEEPS Loan scheme is open to owner 

Energy and renewables
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occupiers and registered private 
sector landlords in Scotland. See 
the list below for eligible measures 
and values. 

The repayment period varies based 
on the amount you intend to 
borrow but those taking out higher 
value loans will be able to pay back 
over 10 years.

If you’re looking to fi nd out what 
grants and loans you could benefi t 
from call Home Energy Scotland on 
0808 808 2282 for free, imparti al, 
expert advice, or request a call 
back. You can also use their Grants 
and Discounts Tool to fi nd out what 
grants and loans may be available 
to you.

How to qualify
To qualify for the RHI and/or 
FITs, the installati on must be 
carried out by a Microgenerati on 
Certi fi cati on Scheme company. It 

is a nati onally recognised quality 
assurance scheme, which certi fi es 
microgenerati on technologies used 
to produce electricity and heat 
from renewable sources.

Your installati on must also adhere 
to the Renewable Energy Consum-
er Code (RECC), operated by the 
Renewable Energy Associati on. 
In additi on, to qualify for RHI 
payments, you must have funded 
the heati ng installati on yourself. 

The renewable heati ng companies 
in our guide will be able to guide 
you through the RHI process, 
including providing an idea of how 
much your quarterly payments 
will be. Renewable heati ng is the 
obvious choice for any self-build 
project and with Government 
incenti ves in place, it has never 
been a bett er and more profi table 
choice.

At Home Energy Scotland we have a 
team of specially trained home advisers 
who can provide free, in-depth advice 
tailored to your individual circumstances 
either over the phone or in your current 
home. When deciding on the right 
renewables technology  a professional 
opinion can come in handy.

As part of this free service we will:

•  Discuss your plans for your new build.

• Advise you on your opti ons for saving 
energy in your new home and generati ng 
your own energy (heat or electricity). 

• Make recommendati ons in a writt en 
report, explaining the savings you might 
make, fi nancial support available and 
technical and planning considerati ons 
around installing.

•  Provide ongoing support through 
the process of installing your energy 
saving improvements and/or renewables 
system. We can look at installer quotes, 
and tell you more about funding to help 
with the costs.

One customer told Home Energy Scotland 
recently: 

‘I was really confused about all grants and 
diff erent opti ons and what would work best 
for us. The adviser explained all of it in a 
way I could understand, answered lots and 
lots of questi ons and helped me develop a 
plan of acti on.’

To book a home visit get in touch with us for 
free by calling our friendly advisors on 0808 
808 2282 or requesti ng a call back. 

Looking to build? Ask a home energy 
specialist what’s right for you
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Renovating a home

McKinven and Colville carries out all aspects of 
general building, renovati on and refurbishment 
work, including new builds, extensions, 
conversions, fi tti  ng windows, doors, bathrooms 
and kitchens, plus joinery, electrical, decorati on 
and ti ling work for commercial and domesti c 
clients - everything from replacing a single pane of 
glass and fi tti  ng double glazing, to fi xing locks and 
putti  ng up shelves.
‘We off er a range of trades within our company 
now, and would like to let existi ng and new clients 
know about our services, which also includes a 
24/7 emergency call-out service to deal with any 
building emergencies,’ Barry said.
The company’s 25 employees work alongside a 
network of local subcontractors.   ‘The success of 
any company is dependent on the quality of its 
staff , and ours are excellent,’ Barry said.  ‘We get 
fantasti c feedback from customers about our work-

men’s standard of work and respectf ul manner.’
McKinven and Colville’s building work has proven 
to be award-winning, with their Campbeltown 
Town Hall restorati on project winning the Judges’ 
Award at the presti gious Herald Property Awards 
for Scotland.  On being a part of the restorati on 
of the iconic structure, Barry said: ‘It was a huge 
privilege helping to bring the Town Hall back to 
its former glory.  Local projects like this are always 
very important to us.’
 McKinven and Colville building contractors 
conti nues to grow from strength to strength, 
carrying out work not only in Kintyre, but also in 
Tarbert and Mid Argyll.
‘Although the company was created more than 50 
years ago, we have moved with the ti mes,’ Barry 
added. ‘Improving things like our environmental 
awareness, and work practi ces and methods is 
very important to us.’

McKinven and Colville
Family-orientated fi rm, McKinven and Colville Ltd, was 
established in Campbeltown in 1962, primarily offering joinery 
services, and has expanded greatly under its current owner, 
Barry Colville.

Whether you are selling now or 
maintaining your home to sell 

in the future, there are many 
small home improvements 

you can address to add value 
and keep your property in best 
shape for when the time comes 

to sell-up.

Opening up space
Opening up living space is becoming more and 
more popular, parti cularly for the kitchen and 
dining room. Knocking through walls to create 
this open-plan living space is an eff ecti ve way to 
add value to a property because a larger space 
is not only trendy, but more useful. 

Makeover the kitchen
An att racti ve, hygienic and fresh looking kitchen 
is essenti al. Start by painti ng the cabinets to 
give a fresh look and replace doors and handles 

if needed. Make sure there is adequate lighti ng 
as well, it’s very easy and cost eff ecti ve to install 
under unit lighti ng. Finally, ensure that any fl oor 
ti les are well fi tt ed and a colour that is easy to 
maintain and keep clean.

Converting the loft
A loft  conversion is a more expensive improve-
ment, yet probably gives back the best value for 
money. Most loft s can be easily converted and 
expanding the house upwards off ers home-
owners an extra bedroom for growing families 
or a space for extra storage. Adding an extra 
bedroom can give huge value to your home, 
parti cularly if it includes an en-suite bathroom.  

Install a fi replace
A fi replace can bring a lot of character to 
a room and creates a focal point. It’s also 
practi cal; the warmth from the fi re allows you 
to reduce the use of your central heati ng which 
will lead to savings on your energy bills.
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Kitchens, bedrooms and bathrooms
Kitchens
Homeowners today want an open and thought-
fully designed kitchen that blends seamlessly 
with the rest of the home’s design aestheti c. 
From hidden appliances and bins to beauti fully 
painted cabinets in complementi ng colours, 
homeowners want their kitchen to be stylish 
enough for entertaining, yet welcoming and 
functi onal for everyday use.

Clean lines
Cabinetry with clean lines and built-in styles are 
popular. More homeowners might be willing to 
go with a more modern look because of the new 
technologies being introduced in kitchens.

Two tone
White and grey are sti ll the go-to colours for 
many. Two-tone kitchens are also trending. 
Wood cabinets sti ll dominate the kitchen, but 
metal cabinets (such as stainless steel, gold, and 
black) could be on the rise. Quartz is the top 
countertop choice.

Long-term investment
Accessible and universal design features are 
trending as homeowners are choosing to 
age in place and more households are mul-
ti -generati onal. Technology is on the rise with 
internet-connected appliances making their way 
into the kitchen as well as inducti on cook tops 
and steam ovens.

Bin it
Integrated kitchen bins, which feature multi ple 
compartments, allow you to make the most of 
unused kitchen cupboard or drawer space. 

Bedrooms
The bedroom market is coming of age as 
homeowners seek a designer look, just as they 
do in the kitchen and the bathroom. The range 

of opti ons available in the fi tt ed bedroom market 
has expanded off ering more choice than ever.

Luxury and comfort
Jonathan Warren, director at bed and sleep 
specialist Time 4 Sleep, thinks we should add 
an element of luxury to our homes this year. 
He says: ‘Autumn is all about feeling cosy your 
home. Indulge in beauti ful furnishings to create 
a charming, bouti que-style room. Your bedroom 

should be a haven of relaxati on 
at the end of a long day so 
choose furniture that will make 
you feel calm and content. Opt 
for a plush, upholstered head-
board to add a luxurious touch 
to your bedroom. Team this with 
an excellent quality matt ress 
for the perfect combinati on of 
comfort and style.’

More opti ons than ever
Recent developments have seen 
an explosion of not just colours, 
textures and styles but a totally 
new approach that coordinates 
bedside tables, beds and 

occasional furniture. More sophisti cated hidden 
storage opti ons and lighti ng allows consumers 
to personalise their bedroom design like never 
before. 

Technology with a vintage feel
Current stand out trends in bedrooms include 
the growth in synchronised MFC fi nishes. 
Modern technology has enabled the producti on 
of beauti ful wood grained fi nishes with texture 
and variety that are much closer to the real 
thing, making these very popular.

Sleek soluti ons
In terms of products, sliders are surging in 
popularity. There is a growing demand for sliding 
wardrobes because they present a sleek soluti on 
to bedroom storage and are available in a wide 
range of colours and fi nishes.

Bathrooms
 From Nordic to coolness and vintage, stylish 
design is in demand for bathrooms in 2017. 

Urban coolness
Black, metal and concrete are hot for the coolest 
of looks. Characterised by clear, strong lines, 
sharp edges and complete avoidance of embel-
lishments, the urban coolness interior trend is all 
about purist minimalism in its most pared-down 
form. This style is also ringing the changes in 
the bathroom, with black and white replacing 
bright colours, single shades instead of patt erns, 
stainless steel rather than brass and raw concrete 
in place of warm plaster. 

Vintage style
Retro and vintage styles are sti ll key trends, 
enhanced in some cases with a modern note. 
Familiar items are being rediscovered and 
revealed in new interpretati ons, inspired by style 
infl uences, but avoiding direct replicati on. And 
noone wants to sacrifi ce modern technology 
and contemporary comforts, especially in the 

bathroom. Quite the re-verse, functi onality is taken for granted, exclusive 
luxury is a must.

Scandi
Scandinavia’s appeal is as strong as ever. All over the world, the Nordic 
lifestyle stands for friendliness, authenti city and an affi  nity with nature. 
And nature is also an inspirati on in interior design, with lots of wood, 
understated shapes, clear lines and soft  colours refl ecti ng the typical Nordic 
lifestyle and inviti ng a feeling of well-being into the bathroom.

KEEP YOUR EXISTING BASE UNITS AND REPLACE DOORS, 
DRAWER FRONTS AND WORKTOPS

• CHOOSE FROM A VAST RANGE OF STYLES & COLOURS
• MADE TO MEASURE
• LESS DISRUPTION – HUGE SAVINGS
• LEADING BRAND APPLIANCES, SINK & TAPS
• WE ALSO FIT NEW KITCHENS AND BEDROOMS 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

• WE ALSO DO FITTED BEDROOMS

DON’T REPLACE YOUR KITCHEN…

RENEW YOUR DOORS AND WORKTOPS AND MAKE 
GREAT SAVINGS

FOR FREE ADVICE AND A NO OBLIGATION HOME SURVEY CALL US NOW 
01770 820675 or mobile 07973 714022         

www.renewkitchendoorcompany.co.uk

NOW ON ARRAN 
AND COVERING 

CENTRAL 
SCOTLAND
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Trades and professionals
Choosing the right company 

to work on your self-build 
is a big decision. With 

rogue tradesmen and poor 
workmanship widespread, 

how can you fi nd a local rated 
tradesman or company you can 

trust? Follow these handy tips 
to help you choose the most 

suitable approved tradesmen 
for the job: 

•  Are they members of an established 
trade associati on such as the Scotti  sh & 
Northern Ireland Plumbing Employers’ 
Federati on or Gas Safe? 

•  Beware of employing a tradesman who 
is unable to provide a home or business 
address and a landline phone number.

•  Make sure you check the company’s 
qualifi cati ons and experience of carrying 
out similar work. 

• Ask to see references from other sati sfi ed 
customers.

•  Ask if the work is covered by a guarantee, 
how long the guarantee should last and 
whether it is backed by insurance. Should 
the company cease trading, any defects 
will sti ll be remedied. An insurance backed 
warranty is desirable, especially if the 
project is a large undertaking.

•  Evaluate how well a company or 
tradesman responds to your enquiry; do 
they turn up on ti me, how closely do they 
listen to you to fi nd out what you require 
and how carefully do they survey and 
measure?

Ulti mately, the individual or company you select 
for your project will determine the quality 
of the fi nal result, so ensure you choose a 
trusted, certi fi ed tradesman and receive expert 
workmanship and peace of mind.

Trade body memberships and what they mean

In the area that this 
supplement serves, where 
there are many tight knit 
communities, word of 
mouth and recommenda-
tions are very important. 
We all know someone 
who knows someone and 
many advertise locally in 
The Oban Times business 
directory and via social 
media. The tradesmen 
who are the busiest are 
often the best choice (they 
are busy for a reason!) 
but it can get frustrating 
sitting on the waiting list 
for a site visit and quote, 
when you really want to 
get things started. If you 
need to widen your net, 
checking a tradesman 

sounds like a chore. But do 
you really know a decent 
builder from a dodgy one 
without checking?

The best way to check that your 
tradesman is legitimate is to 
check their trade association 
and insurances; a good 
indication of their quali� cations 
and professionalism. Once you 
have found your tradesmen, you 
should check they are who they 
say they are:

1. Ask your tradesman what 
association they belong to.

2. Call the association and ask 
if your tradesman is a member. 
If the association has an online 
search function, then this will 
save you some time.

Beware – some trade 
associations are better 
than others….

Trade Association membership 
is a good indication that your 
tradesman is professional – and 
especially important if it means 
the tradesmen can sign o�  their 
work as Building Regulation 
compliant. This is important 
when you sell your home 
and you will need to produce 
certi� cates to prove that your 
work meets the national 
building regulation standards. 
It sounds dull, but building 
regulations are the law.

To qualify, trade associations 
may ask tradesmen to meet 
certain criteria and demonstrate 
high quality standards. It is 

a good � rst port of call – but 
take note: these organisations 
are funded by membership 
fees. They will have varying 
levels of checks, and striking 
someone o�  their list will mean 
a loss of income. So while 
they o� er some protection 
you can’t take them at face 
value. If you want to compare 
and contrast then look at their 
codes of practice to see how 
much protection they give you. 
It is also very important that 
your tradesman has public and 
employer liability insurance 
and professional indemnity 
insurance.

address and a landline phone number.

RHINO ROOFING
& BUILDING MAINTENANCE

CHIMNEY REPAIRS & RE BUILDS  /  LEADWORK / RE ROOFING /ROOFING 
JOINERY / SLATEING / ROOF MAINTENANCE / ROOF WINDOWS / 
FLAT ROOFING / GUTTERING / ALL ROOF REPAIRS. 

ALL ASPECTS OF PROPERTY MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN.

PLUMBING /JOINERY /BRICKWORK & BLOCKWORK /DRAINAGE / TILING / 
FENCING / EXTERIOR PAINTING / GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE.

PLEASE DON’T HESITATE TO ASK ALL WORKS UNDERTAKEN FREE ESTIMATES

KILDONAN 01770 465077 MOBILE 07495994281
E MAIL rhinoreacti ve@gmail.com
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There has never been a better time to improve your home, with up 
to 20% O� all windows and 2 years interest free credit available at 
Andrew Wright. 

All their double and triple glazed windows and doors are speci�cally 
designed with multi-point locking mechanisms for added security 
and are made in Ayrshire to British Standard BS 7412.

Their products are built to last which is why they come with 10 year 
warranties, providing comfort and assurances to customers investing 
in signi�cant home improvements. What’s more, when Andrew Wright 
replace old windows or doors, they recycle every part of the old ones. 
You’ll �nd their quality, service and prices hard to beat!

From Thursday 
27th July until 
Wednesday 2nd 
August Ian McLaren 
from Andrew 
Wright is on Arran 
to assist with any 
home improvement 
questions and 
quotations, to 
arrange your free 
quotation call him  
07803 526 320.

Window and home improvement experts Andrew 
Wright are celebrating 80 years of trading this year. 
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With 2017 set to see interior 
design services increasingly 
uti lised by self-builders, the 
experts at Alexander James 
Interior Design have compiled a 
list of the top 10 interior design 
trends for 2017.

1. Natural textures in home 
accessories
Natural textures have come back with a 
vengeance in 2017 - think matt e glazed 
dinnerware, wooden serving platt ers and 
beauti ful earthenware bowls.

2. Rough, natural woods
Woods are big business this year. From 
fl oorboards to tables to shutt ers, forget highly 
polished gloss - a natural fi nish is the only way 
to go.

3. Ceramic table lights
A big trend for 2017 is ceramic table lights. 
Again inspired by nature, they feature delicate 

tones and patt erning, with greys, light browns 
and pinks blending beauti fully into the other 
natural materials.

4. Bold trimmings
When it comes to soft  furnishings, bold 
trimmings both complement and contrast the 
natural feel of the home this year.

5. Hand-painted style wallpapers
Again with the focus on creati ng a harmonious 
natural environment, hand painted (and 
hand painted style) wallpapers will allow the 
inspirati on of nature to fl ow through the home. 
These will be paired perfectly with...

6. Pastel tones
From paints to fabrics, pastel tones are 
essenti al for on trend interiors in 2017. Yellow 
will also make a comeback, again in a muted, 
pastel tone. 

7. Textured glass
When it comes to lighti ng, textured glass is 
unquesti onably the way to go. A rough, natural 
fi nish created through texture, while retaining 
the beauty of glass, further contribute to the 
natural vibe.

8. Patt erned rugs
Rugs are one way to make a statement in 
2017. Patt erns that pick up on the pastel tones 
and natural hues of other objects, while also 
standing out as a centrepiece, are the way 
forward.

9. Sculptural chairs
In 2017 we see chairs imitati ng art, blending 
style and comfort in order to stand out as 
design pieces in their own right.

10. Graphic inspired art
Graphic inspired art provides a contemporary 
take on nature this year. Natural items like 
pebbles and blades of grass give a new lease of 
life through the playful interacti on of graphics 
and textures. 

Interior design
Top 10 interior design trends for 2017

These days we are endlessly striving to modernise 
our homes in a bid to simplify and streamline our 
lives. Less ti me spend doing boring chores equals 
more ti me to spend doing the things we want to do. 
It’s interesti ng then to note that for many there is 
sti ll one area area of traditi on that we want to hang 
on to with both hands. We maintain a yearning to 
have a real fi re that will give our home a ‘heart’, 
even if it does mean fi lling the log basket and 
lighti ng a fi re instead of pressing a butt on on a chilly night.
A stove bridges the gap between the traditi onal, visually appealing yet 
completely ineffi  cient open fi re and other ‘clean’ heat sources such as 
oil, gas and electric that lack any sort of ambiance. Stoves are extremely 
effi  cient space heaters and can be run very economically, parti cularly in the 
super-insulated modern houses of today. They can also provide a valuable 
and comforti ng source of heat during a prolonged power cut in an otherwise 
electric reliant system.
If you are building or renovati ng and are interested to know what benefi ts a 
stove could add as part of your heati ng mix then get in touch. With over 40 
years experience we can talk you through all the opti ons available and work 
out what fi ts your needs best. Call us on 01631 720539.

Backwoodsman
I’m so excited about how the house has 
transformed suddenly! We just love it and thank 
you for all your help and advice. Mrs C, Duror
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Exterior design and landscaping

What to expect from your interior designer…

Even if you can decorate a living area or bedeck a 
bedroom with the best of them, landscape design 
has a unique set of challenges that may leave you 
stumped. And that’s where a landscape pro can 
prove to be invaluable. Before you get started, 
you’ll need to determine the skill set that best 
matches the scope of work you have in mind. 

Landscape architects, who typically hold advanced 
degrees in their fi eld, are trained to develop 
structural and aestheti c plans that include hard-
scaping, water use, and drainage as well as plant 

selecti on and garden design. Plans may also include 
part or all of the overall exterior design.

Landscape designers may or may not have 
advanced training. They oft en specialize in the 
aestheti c and horti cultural side of yard and garden 
planning, but many do structural work as well. 

Landscape contractors implement the plans laid 
out by a landscape architect or designer. In some 
cases, a landscape contractor also provides design 
services.

When most people think about an interior designer, 
they zero in on aestheti cs. But that’s just scratching 
the surface. These pros go beyond cosmeti c 
concerns to ensure that a space feels harmonious 
through and through, from its fl oor plan to the last 
nailhead.

A designer plans and outf its spaces in a way that 
makes them both beauti ful and functi onal. He 
or she balances aestheti c considerati ons with 
structural planning to refl ect the clients’ lifestyle, 
set the desired mood, complement the home’s ar-
chitectural features, and ensure that less glamorous 
details (like electrical outlets) fi t into the scheme. An 
interior designer also culti vates relati onships with 
trusted arti sans, vendors and tradespeople. 
You may have a vision for your home, but an 
interior designer can help you bring it to life while 
making sure it sati sfi es nitt y-gritt y considerati ons. 
A trained eye allows for devising soluti ons that you 
might never have imagined, and att enti on to the 
ti niest details will transform your space into a haven 
that looks polished and pulled together.

Before and 
After: SLJ 
Interiors 
transform 
a room for 
one of their 
clients.

Wake up refreshed with a spring 
in your step by  updati ng  your bed 
and give your bedroom a fresh new 
look.
Highland BlindCraft  makes beds to 
order in the workshop above its 
large, bright showroom on 
Ardconnel Street in Inverness.
And it now has fantasti c new ranges 
of bedroom furniture too – inspired 
by the latest designs showcased at 
the Edinburgh Furniture Show.
Executi ve manager Denise Clark 
said: “Your sleeping environment 
can really aff ect the quality of your 
rest. If you’re not sleeping well or 
waking up with aches and pains, 
then chances are you do need a new 
matt ress.
To fi nd the bed that’s just right for 
you, try out the various choices 
available in the showroom including 
traditi onal springs, pocket springs 
and memory foam.
Have a litt le lie down, take your ti me 
to relax and feel the true support of 
each matt ress, as there are diff erent 
levels of fi rmness.
The friendly staff  are fully trained in 
all the diff erent types and fi llings and 
are dedicated to fi nding your ideal 
bed. Because all its matt resses are 
manufactured on site, you can oft en 
see the components of the bed.
A lot .of our staff  are very expe-
rienced and have been creati ng 
beds for many years with Evan just 
celebrati ng 40 years here this week 

which is an amazing achievement. 
They love when some of the 
customers come to see their own 
matt ress being made.
The factory can also make 
non-standard sizes of beds and mat-
tresses for almost every situati on, 
including caravans or boats.
They’re not just the most comfort-
able beds you’ll ever sleep in – as 
customers are happy to testi fy on 
Facebook. They’re also elegantly 
stylish.
Denise said: “We’re working closely 
with a local texti le manufacturer 
who produces a range of the most 
amazing wool and tweed fabrics. 
Customers can choose the fabric 
for their headboard and divan base 
– with perhaps a matching bespoke 
footstool.
“Our beds work really well with 
our new furniture ranges. And 
to help customers achieve the 
complete look we have a large range 
of inspiring accessories such as 
mirrors, pictures and bedside lamps, 
luxurious pillows and beauti ful 
bedspreads.”
Prices are very competi ti ve and 
because Highland BlindCraft ’s beds 
are manufactured in Inverness, they 
can guarantee delivery dates and 
ensure excellent high producti on
standards and aft er sales service.
To fi nd out more visit Highland 
BlindCraft  at 39 Ardconnel Street or
www.highlandblindcraft .co.uk

Great night’s sleep in a Highland Blindcraft bed 
‘hand made with a touch more care’

Highland Blindcraft 



24       Self build and renovation   |   JULY 2017



ARRAN BANNER    |   Saturday 29 July, 2017     www.arranbanner.co.uk LEISURE  17

Weather fails to dampen the spirits at Lochranza gala weekend

To enter, simply answer the above question, complete the form below and post it to 
Wyvex Media Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. 

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

192     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT THE TOWNHOUSE ABERFELDY WITH DINNER, 

BREAKFAST AND A BOTTLE OF WINE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the restaurant at The Townhouse Aberfeldy?

A warm Scottish welcome awaits you at the Townhouse 
Aberfeldy. Fully refurbished in 2015 and tastefully decorated 
throughout, relax and unwind in a luxurious bedroom with 
stunning views of glorious Perthshire. The winners will dine 

in the Upstairs Restaurant which serves delicious food using 
the best of Scottish ingredients, complemented by a bottle 
of their choice from the house wine menu. Enjoy a hearty 
Scottish breakfast the next morning before checking out. 

Valid Sundays-Thursdays and must be redeemed by 23/12/17. Guests must be over 18 years old. Prize is non-transferable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative. 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the 
right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared 
with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
ONE OF TWO WOODEN BOOT STORES FROM FOREST GARDEN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many pairs of boots can the Boot Store hold?

The days of muddy wellies cluttering up porches 
and migrating dirt into kitchens and onto carpets 
are over, thanks to an innovative and stylish 
outdoor Boot Store from Forest Garden, the UK’s 
leading manufacturer of timber sheds, summer-
houses, garden structures and fencing panels.

With space to store four pairs of adult wellies 
and room to spare for other outdoor equip-
ment, such as umbrellas and dog leads, the 
stylish and practical Boot Store is an attractive, 
compact and neat unit that keeps mud and dirt 
where it belongs – outside. 

A cut-out boot shape in the door allows air 
to circulate inside.  The boots hang neatly on 
pegs so they will air and the dried mud simply 
drops onto the boarded fl oor, where it can be 
easily swept up.

192_sf08.indd   192 21/06/2017   14:31:40

Answer................................................... ............................................................................................
Name..................................................... ............................................................................................
Address .............................................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode.............................................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ...................................................................................
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Forest Garden.
Closing date is August 31 2017. Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligi-
ble to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be in-
formed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. 

A family watch how to make a make a knitted 
bracelet. 01_B30_loch_08

Judging at the dog show. 
01_B30_loch_09 A dash to the � nish line during the races. 01_B30_loch_12

One youngster has his 
work cut out keeping his 
charge under control. 
01_B30_loch_11

Brian Millar swings the microphone in true 
rock star style during the performance by 

the News Band. 01_B30_loch_13

ISLE OF ARRAN FEDERATION OF SWI
PRESENTS THEIR ANNUAL RURAL SHOW

ARRAN HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE
WEDNESDAY 2ND AUGUST 2017 

10am to 4pm
Prize Giving at 3.30pm

COME AND SEE THE BEAUTIFUL DISPLAYS OF WORK
 CRAFTS, ART, FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS, BAKING, KNITTING, SEWING AND MUCH MORE

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE - TEAS, SANDWICHES, CAKES
ALL WELCOME YOUNG AND A BIT OLDER

ISLE OF ARRAN FEDERATION OF SWI

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Sunday 30th July is
CHILDRENS FUN DAY

From 12.30 to 3.30pm
A great day out for the kids, with Storytelling Sessions, Face 

Painting, Kids Tombola, Traditional Games,  Horseshoe Tossing, a 
Working Model Railway Layout, Spinning and Weaving and Felting 

Demonstrations, Chocolate Fountain, Decorate Your Own Cake, 
Candy Floss, and much more.

The Isle of Arran Pipe Band will perform, 
and there will be other Musical Entertainment.

Café Rosaburn will be serving meals and snacks all day.

CHILDREN (up to 12 years) FREE if accompanied by an adult.

Isle of Arran Horticultural Society

SUMMER SHOW 2017
Wednesday 9th August

Arran High School 

Admission 2pm - 4pm
£2 entry - free to society members

Tea/Coffee & home baking

PRIZE GIVING AND RAFFLE 3.30pm
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle  Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm & Sun 12.30pm - 5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm
Lamlash Church  Open Weekdays 10pm - 12 noon

Saturday 29th July
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 2pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game     Brodick Bowling Green 2pm
Live music – North Country Winters Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live music – The Splinters The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Art exhibition Lochranza village hall, 10.30am - 5pm
Harvest at the Haven Kilmory Public Hall, 10am - 4pm
Cricket fun day Ormidale Park, Brodick, noon
Live Music – The Splinters The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 30th July
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Live music – Alan Frew The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Art Exhibition Lochranza village hall, 10.30am - 5pm
Live music – Alan Few The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm

Monday 31st August
Over-50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Summer bridge tournament  Arran High School, 6.30pm - All welcome
Adult Tennis  Shiskine golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 6.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Shiskine Church Hall, 5.15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Brodick Church Kitchen, 6pm
Coffee morning Whiting Bay and Kildonan church hall, 10.30am - noon
Live music – Mike Bailey Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Art exhibition Lochranza village hall, 10.30am - 5pm

Tuesday 1st August
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm

Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Brodick Castle garden walk Meet at Visitor Centre, 2pm
Art exhibition  Lochranza village hall, 10.30am - 5pm
Family craft workshop Lochranza village hall, 2-4pm
Evening of summer entertainment Wbay hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 2nd August
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
Mixed ability Run (Arran Run Coach) Dunfi on Carpark, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Family friendly pub quiz  The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 6.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall 4.15pm
Summer ceilidh Brodick Hall, 7.30pm - 10.30pm
Art exhibition Lochranza village hall, 10.30am - 5pm
SWI Rural show Arran High School, Lamlash, 11am - 4pm -Prize giving 3.30pm
Arran farmers show Glenkiln, Lamlash, from 9.30am
Annual show dance Kilmory Haven, 8.30pm

Thursday 3rd August
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Spinning and weaving demonstration Arran Heritage museum, 11am - 4pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Live music – Arran Ceilidh band Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm 
Live music – Mike Bailey Coast, Wbay, 7.30pm
Open garden – Model Trains 47 Murray Cres, Lamlash, 10am - 5pm
Art exhibition Lochranza village hall, 10.30am - 4pm
Music Matters Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm

Friday 4th August
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Aromatics factory tours Home Farm, Brodick, 11am, 1pm & 3pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Smart Recovery meeting Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Open garden – model trains 47 Murray Cres, Lamlash, 10am - 5pm
Live music – Buchaneers Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Open mic with Scott Manson The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live music – North Country Winters Coast, WBay, 7.30pm
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What’s On….. 
Castle Time Travellers     Sun 30th, Mon 31st , Tues 1st , Thurs 3rd  & Fri 4th     14.00 – 15.45                                                                                                                                                   
A family tour through the times of the Castle – dressing-up optional! Stout footwear 
advised                                                                                                                                           
Booking Essential  - 01770 302725                  Adults & children  Free with Garden Entry                                                                                                                        

Brodick Castle from the Outside      Sun 30th , Mon 31st , Tues 1st , Thurs 3rd  & Fri 4th                                                    
11.00, 12.00,13.00 & 15.00                                                                                                                                                       
A guided historical tour of the exterior of the Castle – stout footwear advised.              
Please book at Reception on arrival                            Adults Free with Garden Entry 

Can you dig it? Be an archaeologist for the afternoon        Thurs 3rd Aug                             
2 – 4.30pm                                                                                                                                      
What will you discover on our archaeological dig? Hone your time detective skills and 
piece together the evidence from the past! Join us for this fun and hands-on afternoon in 
the footsteps of the Time Team. 
Booking essential, please tel. NTS ranger service on 01770 302462                                         
£10/child (8-12yr olds only) 

 

Angela & Tony’s Wedding  -  Congratulations to our wedding couple  1st August             
- to allow the celebration of Angel and Tony’s wedding the Walled garden will be 

closed to the public in the afternoon.  
                                 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                              

 

 

 With the Castle closed for renovation but the School Holidays 
in full swing, there is a great programme of events running 
across Gardens and Country Park – the Rangers and 
Gardeners are out and about with activities for all ages, as 
well as guided tours explaining the history of the property led 
by our education guides. 

 

Our amazing, brand new adventure playground is 
now in full swing and really has to be seen to be 
believed, with the Red Squirrel Café ready to serve 
hot snacks, ice cream and teas and coffees. 

      

OPEN   10 - 6 

tel: 01770 302202        brodickcastle&nts.org.uk 
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Throughout Scotland & the North of England

Morna Paterson: 01586 554600 (Campbeltown Office)
Tel: 01786 449966 (Stirling Office)

www.denisobrown.co.uk

Authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

scotland’s leading
farm & rural business

insurance brokers

Denis O. Brown & Associates Ltd is a family-owned firm, dedicated to
the provision of specialist Farm, Estate & Rural business insurance

Come & see us in the Environment 
tent with NTS, SNH & others

Information, children’s 
activities, quizzes

KILMORY HAVEN & 1934 CLUB
PRESENT THE

ANNUAL SHOW DANCE
WITH 

STEVE & MARY-JO
and guest appearance by

THE NCNEILL SCHOOL OF HIGHLAND DANCE
on Wednesday 2nd August 2017 8.30pm-midnight
Strictly 18yrs and over Photo ID required if under 25

any alcohol not purchased on the premises is 
prohibited and will be confi scated.

Tickets must be purchased at the door for admittance.
Tickets £5

Community Bus Available
Contact Phyllis 870263 to book

Brian from 
the Borders

Will be visiting the Arran Show and 
the Brodick Highland Games & will be 
having a retirement sale from his stall.

Tel: 07801297806

Arran 
Farmers’ 
Society

181st 
Annual 

Show
It is a show for everyone and 
this year’s Arran Farmers’ So-
ciety show looks set to be a 
cracker when it is staged at 
Glenkiln Farm in Lamlash on 
Wednesday.

Not only does it mark the 
celebration of all farming life 
on the island but is a day of 
family fun for locals and vis-
itors alike and organisers have 
their fi ngers crossed for a fi ne 
dry day.

This year’s proceedings will 
be overseen by society presi-

dent Donald Robertson.
Don attended his fi rst show 

in 1939 and he continued ex-
hibiting from then until 2003 – 
a very special year when three 
generations of the Robertson 
family took a role, ultimately 
lifting the top prize!

At this, the 181st outing of 
the show, the Drakes of Haz-
ard will be waddling down 
from Luss to entertain all 
with their antics in the main 
ring. Mark Wylie and his team 
promise not just one, but two, 

quacking good routines at noon 
and 2pm on the day.

As an added extra, David Shaw 
from Sorn, is bringing over his 
working threshing mill to let the 
more mature re-live old memories, 
and the young see a machine they 
will never have heard of! A baler 
will be in action too.

The vintage tractors is always 
a popular attraction and this year 
should see a fi ne display of the 
farming equipment of yesteryear. 

A well as a wide range of exhibi-
tion stands and food and drink out-

5 polo 
shirts 

for 
£10!!

ATTENTION ALL 

B&B AND GUEST 

HOUSES

Egyptian cotton 

towels hand - 

£2.50 Bath - £5

Wednesday August 2, 2017
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01770 302027
arrano�  ce@jascampbell.co.uk 

www.jascampbell.co.uk

Jas. Campbell & Co. have been providing legal, 
land, property and agricultural law advice to the 

Isle of Arran for 50 years.
Why not call in to our o�  ces at Unit 2, 

The Douglas Centre, Brodick where we shall be 
pleased to meet you.

 

Wishing this year’s 
show every success.

“DRAKES OF HAZARD”
Sheepdog & Duck Display Team: 

12 noon & 2.00pm

Cattle & Sheep Judging from 11.15am Horse Judging from 9:30am

Dog show from 12 noon (entries taken from 10:30am)

Overhead judging, Prizegiving & Raffle Draw from 2:30pm - 3:30pm

ARRAN FARMERS’ SOCIETY
181st ARRAN SHOW

WEDNESDAY 2nd AUGUST 2017
AT GLENKILN, LAMLASH FROM 9:30 AM, 

Events throughout the day - Vintage Tractors, Highland Dancing, Pipe Band,
Birds of Prey, Dog Scurry, Butter Churning, Dog Agility, Chainsaw Woodcarving, Arran Show Marquee

GRAND RAFFLE DRAW  * LICENSED BAR & REFRESHMENTS
Admission: Adults £5, Children £2

FREE CAR PARKING AT SHOW GROUND
Shuttle bus will run between Showfield and SWRI (at High School)

W
ork
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g
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11
:3

0am
 &

 1p
m

lets there will be events go-
ing on throughout the day 
including, Highland danc-
ing, the Isle of Arram Pipe 
Band, birds of prey, dog 
agility, woodcarving and 
traditional crafts.

And there is free car park-
ing at the Glenkiln show 
ground.

For entrants there is a re-
minder that the cut off time 
for late entries in the horse 
section is 9am this year to 

allow stewards more time 
before the judging starts at 
9.30am. 

Secondly, just the usual to 
remind exhibitors that white 
coats and wrist bands should 
be worn, and only stock-
handlers should be with-
in the animal handling area 
whilst judging taking place.

The dog show, vintage 
tractor class and stick sec-
tion are open to all with en-
tries taken on the day.

Fantastic prizes are also up for grabs 

in the grand prize draw. Over the years 

the contribution from the sale of the 

tickets has become a major part in the 

continuation of the show. The Society 

is extremely grateful to the donors of 

the prizes – Island Meats, R. Stewart 

Engravers, Kilmarnock, Best Western 

Kinloch Hotel, Arran Aromatics, R & 

L Miller Ltd., Dalry, Portavadie, Loch 

Fyne, and Andy Gray Digital and not 

forgetting the 5 x £100 cash donated by 

the Society itself. Tickets will be on sale 

now, and will be available at the show.



Arran Eco Savvy 
Have some family fun with Eco Savvy  

 
 
 

Visit us at the farmer’s show 

Free Event 
 

                 
 

Have some fun and learn new ways to reuse your junk. 
 Make it last!  

Reducing carbon helps Eco save the planet. 

Fabrics 
Book folding 

Fabrics Books Tech Food 
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PRESENTING OUR  
ARRAN SHOWSTOPPERS!

STARRING THE

NIFTY MASSEY FERGUSON  
5610 WORKHORSE

WITH GUEST APPEARANCES FROM THE

• Major 2.5m Cyclone 
Mower

• McHale Bale Handler
• Kubota GR1600 Ride-On 

Mower and much more.

See you at the show!

For more information call  
Campbell Holmes on 07771 577884  

campbellh@hamiltonbros.co.uk
www.hamiltonbros.co.uk  

Bishopton 01505 862010  •  Tarbolton 01292 541445  •  Campbeltown 01586 553031

Follow us onSee you at the show!

Enter Our Competition to 

WIN a MF Model Tractor!
PART OF THE HAMILTON ROSS GROUP

The judges putting their reputation on the line are:
Cattle – Eion Brown, Aoradh, Gruinart, Isle of Islay
Horse Showing – Susan Mitchell, Kirklee, Kilmaurs
Working Hunter – John Cartner, Barskimming, Mauchline
Blackface/Leicester – David Jackson, Pole Farm, Lochgoilhead
Texel/Suffolk/Other Breeds (+ Fleece) – Alan Clark, North Garngour, Lanark
Dogs – M Wheeler, Corrie.
Sticks – R Reid, Carnwath
Tractors – Campbell Scott, Director Massey Ferguson
(Dog, Stick and Vintage Tractor classes are open to all)

Also throughout the day:
Birds of Prey
Chainsaw Woodcarving
Dog Agility

Arran Show Marquee
Butter Churning
Murray’s Digger Dilemma

S&S SERVICES
PROUD SUPPORTERS OF ARRAN SHOW

S&S - OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE FOR SALES & SERVICE

S&S - SCOTLANDS NO1 SUBARU AND ISUZU DEALER 2016

S&S - AWARD WINNERS FOR THE PAST 10 YEARS

S&S SERVICES, HEATHFIELD, AYR
TEL: 01292 880080 or JOHN M:07831 808702

SUBARU XV

SUBARU LEVORG

ISUZU D-MAX

ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 29 July, 2017 arranbanner
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TIMETABLE OF EVENTS 2017
 9.30am Show opens to the public
 9.30am Horse & Pony judging commences
 10.30am Entries taken for Dog Show
 11am Parade/Judging of Vintage Tractors in main ring
  (weather permitting)
 11am Arran Highland Dancers
 11am Pet Lamb judging
 11.15am Cattle & Sheep judging commences
 11.30am WORKING THRESHING MILL
  (weather permitting)
 12 noon Dog Show judging commences
 12 noon DRAKES OF HAZARD
 1pm Parade of Vintage Tractors
 1pm WORKING THRESHING MILL
  (weather permitting)
 1pm Arran Highland Dancers
 1.30pm Murray’s Dog Scurry Heats
 1.30pm approx. Isle of Arran Pipe Band
 2pm DRAKES OF HAZARD
 2.30pm Overhead judging in main ring
 3pm Prizegiving & Grand Raffle Draw
 3.30pm Murray’s Dog Scurry Finals

(Timings may be subject to change on the day)



24 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 29 July, 2017arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

To enter, simply answer the above question, complete the form below and post it to 
Wyvex Media Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL. 

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 August 2017. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

192     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT THE TOWNHOUSE ABERFELDY WITH DINNER, 

BREAKFAST AND A BOTTLE OF WINE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the restaurant at The Townhouse Aberfeldy?

A warm Scottish welcome awaits you at the Townhouse 
Aberfeldy. Fully refurbished in 2015 and tastefully decorated 
throughout, relax and unwind in a luxurious bedroom with 
stunning views of glorious Perthshire. The winners will dine 

in the Upstairs Restaurant which serves delicious food using 
the best of Scottish ingredients, complemented by a bottle 
of their choice from the house wine menu. Enjoy a hearty 
Scottish breakfast the next morning before checking out. 

Valid Sundays-Thursdays and must be redeemed by 23/12/17. Guests must be over 18 years old. Prize is non-transferable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative. 

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. 
The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the 
right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared 
with promoters and sponsors.

WIN 
ONE OF TWO WOODEN BOOT STORES FROM FOREST GARDEN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many pairs of boots can the Boot Store hold?

The days of muddy wellies cluttering up porches 
and migrating dirt into kitchens and onto carpets 
are over, thanks to an innovative and stylish 
outdoor Boot Store from Forest Garden, the UK’s 
leading manufacturer of timber sheds, summer-
houses, garden structures and fencing panels.

With space to store four pairs of adult wellies 
and room to spare for other outdoor equip-
ment, such as umbrellas and dog leads, the 
stylish and practical Boot Store is an attractive, 
compact and neat unit that keeps mud and dirt 
where it belongs – outside. 

A cut-out boot shape in the door allows air 
to circulate inside.  The boots hang neatly on 
pegs so they will air and the dried mud simply 
drops onto the boarded fl oor, where it can be 
easily swept up.

192_sf08.indd   192 21/06/2017   14:31:40

Answer................................................... ............................................................................................
Name..................................................... ............................................................................................
Address .............................................................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode.............................................................................
Telephone..............................................Email ...................................................................................
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
       Please tick this box if you would like to be sent offers and promotions from Forest Garden.
Closing date is August 31 2017. Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligi-
ble to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be in-
formed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. 

AT HOME WITH
MELANIE REID 
SCOTLAND’S 
TEA PLANTATIONS

GIN CHALLENGE
IRVINE WELSH ON 

HEROES, VILLAINS 

& GUINEA PIGS

AUGUST 2017

CARS OF THE YEAR – Motoring guru Neil Lyndon 

runs the rule over the best cars on the market this year

Plus

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   AUGUST 2017. £4.25
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GLORIOUS GLENCOE 
Marine and explorer Aldo Kane 

on his love for Lochaber 

FUN AT SCHOOLS 

COUNTRYSIDE 
DAY IN KELSO

WINMEAL FOR 
4 ON ROYAL 

YACHT BRITANNIA

Summer days out 

with the children100

Conservatories   Orangeries    Sun Lounges   Garden Rooms Mozolowski & Murray

Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG

Open 7 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm, 

Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk

To fi nd out more call us on 

0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.
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AUGUST 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 

Marine & explorer

Aldo Kane

At home with 
Melanie Reid
Scotland’s tea 
plantations
WIN a meal for
4 on the Royal
Yacht Britannia

100

Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 
Summer days out 

Aldo KaneAldo KaneAldo KaneAldo Kane
ON HIS LOVE 
FOR LOCHABER

CARS OF 
THE YEAR 

SUMMER DAYS 
OUT WITH THE 
CHILDREN 
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1. TreeZone 
Loch Lomond 
Shores
If you’re looking for a fun day out then TreeZone is the exhilarating, nature-based adventure for you. There are balance beams, crazy crossings, Tarzan swings and a monster zip-wire. Open daily, with the fi rst session usually starting at 10am. Prices 

starting from £18. Tel: 01389 496 055 www.treezone.co.uk/loch-lomond

3. Frankie 
and Lolas, 
Inverness
6000 square feet of Safari-themed fun with two stand-alone play frames, party rooms and a bistro. So while your children play in the jungle, sit back, relax and let the adventure unfold.Open daily 10am-6pm. Adults get in for free, babies £2 and toddlers+ £5.50. Tel: 01463 262 362 www.frankieandlolas.co.uk

2. St Hilda Sea Adventures, 
Tobermory
You will see beautiful, unspoiled coastlines of spectacular sea lochs, stunning 

Highland landscapes and incredible wildlife. A unique family 
sailing holiday and an unforgettable family cruising and sailing adventure for all ages. Open daily. Prices start at £150 per person per night. Tel: 07745 550 988 

www.sthildaseaadventures.co.uk

4. Wonder 
World Soft 
Play, KirkcaldyWonder World is Fife’s biggest and most exciting children’s indoor adventure centre. This custom built centre has been designed to stimulate children’s imagination and encourage physical development in a safe and fun environment. Open daily 10am-5pm. Adults and under 1s get in free, under 3s £5 and 3-12 year olds £6.95. Tel: 01592 802 343www.

wonderworldsoftplay.co.uk
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5. Landmark 
Forest 
Adventure 
Park, 
Carrbridge
An amazing day of fun, discovery, exploration and 

adventure awaits. A range of attractions for all ages including three tumbling 
cascade rides, aerial challenges and a nature trail. Open daily July 18-August 21 10am-7pm. Tel: 01479 841 613

www.landmarkpark.co.uk

6. The 
Experience, 
Greater 
Glasgow & The Clyde Valley
The experience is a fi ve star themed entertainment and events venue housing Scotland’s only indoor electric go-karting arena and laser 

experience.
Open Monday-
Wednesday 11am-8pm, Thursday-Friday 11am-10pm and Saturday-Sunday 
10am-10pm. Tickets start at £12. Tel: 

0141 883 4005
www.
theexperience.org.uk

7. School 
Holiday 
Adventure 
Days, DundeeThere’s lots to choose from at Ancrum 

Outdoor Centre. Have a go at canoeing, archery, white water rafting and many more. Open Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm and Friday 9am-
5pm. Tel: 01382 435 911 
www.
ancrum.
com

8. The Fun 
Factory, 
Dundee
A fun fi lled family day out with an out-of-this-world soft play area. While the kids play, the adults can relax and have a bite to eat in the cafe area. There’s also a baby area for the wee ones. Open daily 10am-6pm. Under 6 months get in for free, 6 months to 1 year £1.50, 1 year to under 5 £5 and over 5’s £5.75. Tel: 01382 501 725 

www.
funfactorydundee.com

9. Aquatec, 
MotherwellRelax at a leisure pool whilst the kids go on the fl umes, water rapids and water play feature.

Open Monday to Friday 6am-10pm, Saturday and Sunday 8am-8pm. Tel: 01236 341 968
www.nlleisure.co.uk
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First red-backed shrike 
sighting in 20 years

The male red-backed shrike photographed by Phil Naylor at Kingscross. 

The red-backed shrike, 
Lanius collurio, is a mem-
ber of the shrike family 
Laniidae.
 Shrikes are also known 
as butcher birds from their 
habit of impaling their prey, 
which consists of large in-
sects, small birds, mam-
mals and reptiles on thorns 
or barbed wire or in forks 
in trees and using this as a 
‘larder’.

Red-backed shrikes are 
slightly larger, but slimmer, 
than house sparrows. The 
male is unmistakable with 
a bluish-grey head, black 
mask, bright chestnut back 
and thick hooked black bill. 

Underparts are tinged 
pink and the tail has a black 
and white pattern similar to 
that of a wheatear. In the fe-
male and young red-backed 
shrikes, the upperparts are 
brown and vermiculated 
(wavy lines or markings). 

Underparts are buff and 
also vermiculated. Shrikes 
like to perch prominently 
on the tops of bushes, fence 
posts and telephone wires, 

where they have a good 
view of potential prey.

The red-backed shrike 
breeds in most of Europe 
and western Asia and win-
ters in tropical Africa.  
Once a common summer 
visitor to Great Britain, it is 
now mainly  recorded as a 
passage migrant. Numbers 
declined sharply during the 
20th century. This dramatic 
decline to virtual extinction 
as a UK breeding species 
make this a red listed bird. 
By the 1990s no nests were 
being recorded in the UK.

In September 2010 the 
RSPB announced that a 
pair had raised chicks at 
a secret location in Dev-
on where the bird last bred 
in 1970. In 2011, two pairs 
nested in the same locality. 
In 2012 there was another 
breeding attempt, this time 
unsuccessful, probably due 
to a prolonged spell of wet 
weather. In 2013 breed-
ing was again confi rmed 
in Devon, with two young 
fl edged at a new site. This 
return to south western 

England has been an un-
expected development and 
has raised speculation that 
a warming climate could 
assist the bird in re-colo-
nising some of its former 
haunts, if only in small 
numbers.

Continuing with the Dev-
on connection, on the 16 
June 2017 a couple from 
Devon were at the Ard-
lui campsite in Kingscross 
when they saw and photo-
graphed a male red-backed 
shrike. To say that they 
were delighted by this un-
expected encounter, on 
their fi rst visit to Arran, 
would be an understate-
ment. The last record of 
this rare vagrant to Arran 
was 20 years ago when a 
male was reported in Kil-
donan on September 27, 
1997.  The Kingscross bird 
did not hang around. There 
was only the one sighting.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk 

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels
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To the wire
The likelihood of the threatened strike of 
seamen on CalMac’s Clyde ferries has 
changed from day to day over the last 
week. At present it is scheduled to start at 
midnight on Sunday with no further talks 
arranged to take place before then. On 
most occasions in the past an agreement 
has been reached at the 11th hour.

Agreement or not, the likelihood of a 
strike has created much alarm on Arran 
over the last week. Hoteliers have been 
having cancellations and early departures 
from guests anxious that they may not get 
away off the island. Restaurateurs have 
been having issues with buying and secur-
ing supplies and even workmen are hav-
ing to buy regularly used equipment to last 
them in case supplies are no longer avail-
able. The protagonists are CalMac and the 
RMT union representing about 180 sailors 
in CalMac’s Clyde ships.

Five more years
Stagecoach Western has secured the Ar-
ran bus contracts for the next fi ve years at 
a saving to North Ayrshire of £50,000 on 
last year’s cost.

This was decided at meeting of the 
council’s corporate strategy committee 
on Tuesday and ends much angst within 
the council over the last year about who 
should run Arran’s buses and at what cost.

It was a year ago when NAC would only 
accept a one-year contract with Stage-
coach and encouraged bids from other bus 
companies. They even went through var-
ious steps to run a council bus company. 
Since 1992 when Arran Transport lost the 
contract to Western Scottish there has been 
some uncertainty about who would be run-
ning Arran’s buses. Now it has been set-
tled for at least fi ve years.

Citizen’s arrest
Shopkeeper Ian Murchie made a citizen’s 
arrest this week when he found a youth 

had broken into his Lamlash store in the 
small hours of Monday morning. The cul-
prit turned out to be a 15-year-old youth 
from Royston in Glasgow and it is be-
lieved he may have broken into Lamlash 
Bowling Club prior to his foray into Mur-
chie’s Stores. The youth gave in quiet-
ly and Ian handed him over to the police. 
He will now be reported to the children’s 
panel. It is believed that this is Ian’s sec-
ond time that he has arrested someone this 
year.

A rare sight: John Smith’s Trichocereus 
Macrogoniss which only � owers every 
seven years, and then when the Argentin-
ian and Bolivian native does � ower, it only 
last for 36 hours before quickly wilting and 
withering away. 

Nicki Souter, David Milne and Gus Swain from Abertay University have been seen 
investigating manholes on Arran.  They are conducting a study on reducing non 
biodegradable waste on beaches prior to Arran receiving a proper waste sewage 
plant. 

Mrs Joan Stuart’s car was found burnt out 
in the small hours of Saturday morning 
in Lamlash. The � re service suggested an 
electrical fault as being the most likely 
cause. 

Runners are pictured here at the start of 
the � rst leg of the Round Arran road race 
last Sunday. 

A large crowd gathered at the annual Lochranza Boat Race to witness the ‘fun boats’ as 
they prepared to battle each other. 
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Recruitment

SELF STORAGE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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UNDER £50
Upright fridge/freezer LEC 
VGC £30 Tel:700371
4f 6” wooden headboard 
£10 Tel: 600123
Ladies bicycle small wheels 
£25, US mailbox new £25, 
portable generator 650 watt 
£45 Tel: 07415780987

OVER £50
2 very attractive black ash 
mirrored double wardrobe 
with attractive gold han-
dles also 4 sets of matching 
drawers - very good con-
dition sold together £250 
- also willing to sell sepa-
rately wardrobes £7, draw-
ers £30 Tel: 870378
Fold pool/dart table/tennis 
table - 5ft x 3f4 £75 Tel: 
600123

Call or text 07720 405852 (Arran)

LAND ROVER FREELANDER 2
Immaculate as new 
condition.
64 Reg, SE Spec
26,0000 Miles
L R Warranty until 
end September.
One owner from 
new.

£18,950ono

Tel: 01770 
600242 
(Arran)

BMW 528
91k, 2000, 1 Year 
MOT full leather 
interior &
alloys. Good 
Running
Order.
£1,500 ono

Jas Campbell is one of Ayrshire’s leading law � rms and 
has been the main provider of legal advice on Arran 
for over 150 years. 
Due to expansion, we are now looking to recruit ei-
ther one full time or two part-time legal and admin-
istrative assistants to support our busy Solicitors and 
Real Estate Agents in our Brodick o�  ce. The success-
ful candidate(s) will be well presented, a personable 
and con� dent individual with excellent administra-
tion and communication skills and have an ability to 
work to deadlines. E�  cient word processing and diary 
management skills and a pro-active approach to work 
are also desirable. Previous administrative work is a 
necessity, as is a clean driving licence. Knowledge or 
interest in legal procedures, land and property would 
be an advantage.  
Please pass CV and covering letter into Jas Camp-
bell, Unit 2, The Douglas Centre, Brodick, (01770) 
302 027 or email these to arrano�  ce@jascamp-
bell.co.uk 
O�  ce opening hours are Mon-Fri 9.30 – 1pm and 2pm 
– 5pm. Please note whether you would prefer part 
time or full time hours on your application.

COORIEDOON NURSING HOME
Senior Care Offi cer

 - Full or Part Time ( Nights)
Care Assistants

(Experience Preferred but Training Given)
Admin assistant

24 hours experience preferred
Phone Gwen Walker at Cooriedoon 700247 OR

Email : coorie.doon@virgin.net

CORRIE GOLF 
CLUB

Are looking to � ll the under noted positions

1 - TEA ROOM LEASE
Applicants should have all necessary Hygiene 

Quali� cations and have working catering experience.

2 - GREENKEEPER
Applicants should be fully certi� cated and be in

 possession of a clean driving licence.

Closing date for both positions is
 Friday 11th August 2017

Applications accompanied by a current CV 
should be addressed to:

The Secretary, Corrie Golf Club, 65 Murray Crescent, 
Lamlash, Isle of Arran, KA27 8NS



 

 
Mechanical Treatment Operative x 2 
 
 
Flexible - North & South Regions 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 
An exciting new opportunity has arisen for Mechanical 
Treatment Operatives. Under the direction of the treatment 
supervisor you will be responsible for proactively and 
efficiently completing lice treatments. Fish husbandry 
experience, would be an advantage in, ensuring best practice for 
fish welfare, equipment and safety standards.  Applicants will be 
required to work a continental shift pattern. As this position 
will require travel to other sites, a full clean driving licence is 
essential, along with a flexible, independent approach to enable 
support across our site teams. 

 
  

Angela Gibson 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll PA26 8BH 
Tel: 01499 600 430 
angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com 
Closing date: Friday 2 June 2017 

Net Washing Operative 
 South Region 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 

 

We are also recruiting for a Net Washing Operative to join our 
Net Washing Team operating across our sites in the South 
Region. Under the direction of the Team Leader duties will 
include cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning 
equipment to a high standard. The successful applicant will 
have excellent practical and problem solving skills, along with 
good standards of fitness, and the ability to pass a full ML5 
medical examination. Previous net washing experience 
would be useful, but not essential as full training will be 
provided. Applicants will be required to work a continental 
shift pattern. As this position will require travel to other sites, 
a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
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Flexible - North & South Regions 
 Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 

 
An exciting new opportunity has arisen for Mechanical 
Treatment Operatives. Under the direction of the treatment 
supervisor you will be responsible for proactively and 
efficiently completing lice treatments. Fish husbandry 
experience, would be an advantage in, ensuring best practice for 
fish welfare, equipment and safety standards.  Applicants will be 
required to work a continental shift pattern. As this position 
will require travel to other sites, a full clean driving licence is 
essential, along with a flexible, independent approach to enable 
support across our site teams. 

 
  

Angela Gibson 
The Scottish Salmon Company 
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Net Washing Team operating across our sites in the South 
Region. Under the direction of the Team Leader duties will 
include cleaning nets, operating and maintaining net cleaning 
equipment to a high standard. The successful applicant will 
have excellent practical and problem solving skills, along with 
good standards of fitness, and the ability to pass a full ML5 
medical examination. Previous net washing experience 
would be useful, but not essential as full training will be 
provided. Applicants will be required to work a continental 
shift pattern. As this position will require travel to other sites, 
a full clean driving licence is essential.  
 
To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please 
use contact details below. 
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Property

RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Scottish Natural Heritage is the leading public 
body responsible for advising Ministers on matters 
relating to the natural heritage. The natural 
environment is a key asset that underpins 
Scotland’s wealth, health and quality of life. Our job is to conserve this resource, 
to promote its sustainable management and to encourage people to access and 
enjoy it responsibly.

Argyll Reserve Manager  (Ref: 045-327)
Starting salary £24,587 per annum
Lochgilphead, 37 hours a week, Temporary
The Argyll Reserve Manager (Operations Offi cer) will take the lead on planning 
and implementing practical habitat and estate management tasks to optimise the 
ecological interests of our Argyll National Nature Reserves (NNRs), as well as 
leading on engagement with local communities and visitors.
A positive, team-focused, friendly attitude combined with sound practical 
conservation, countryside management or forestry skills will make you a strong 
candidate for this role. 
The Reserve Manager will lead on the day to day management of our Argyll 
NNRs, manage NNR budgets and report on work progress and plans. They will 
be responsible for the health and safety of the Argyll NNR team, and our 
NNR properties.
The post involves working outdoors in all weathers and in rough terrain, 
although offi ce-based work is also involved.
You must have a valid driving licence or other means of transport available 
to you.
We’re as supportive, committed and proud of our people as we 
are of the natural world around us. Find out more, and apply, 
online. Alternatively, call 01463 725182.
Closing date: 7 August 2017.
Interview is scheduled for: 24 August 2017.

snhjobs.co.uk

The Arran Team 
Holiday Home Letting & Property 

Management Specialists
Property Quality Checker – Part Time Seasonal
This role is primarily carrying out quality checks on the 
housekeeping standards of our properties on a Saturday 
and assisting in the o�  ce.

Property Management Assistant - Part Time 
Focusing on the management of our properties, the role 
will include administration duties, property checking, 
customer service and managing bookings for our 
holiday lets.  
The ideal candidates should have good local knowledge 
and the following experience:
- Ability to use initiative to work alone but also as part of 
a team
- Have excellent customer service experience in dealing 
with customers both face to face and over the phone
- Knowledge of IT programmes, mainly word, excel and 
email
- Ability to work under pressure and have good 
organisational skills
- A current driving licence and own transport essential

Previous applicants need not apply.  For further 
information on the role please contact 

info@thearranteam.co.uk or call 01770 303113.
Closing date 10 Aug 2017.

To request an application form/or detailed job specification, please 
use the contact details below.  

Angela Gibson
The Scottish Salmon Company
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430
angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date: 10 August 2017

Marine Operative 
Isle of Arran  
Salary: £17,510 - £20,163 plus overtime 
We are currently recruiting for a Marine Operative to join our team based 
in Lamlash, Arran.
Applicants will be enthusiastic, self-motivated and be able to 
demonstrate prior experience of working in small teams. Duties will 
include all the day to day operations of the site including fish welfare, 
sampling, grading and moving of stock, site maintenance and boat 
handling. The successful applicant must be committed to high standards 
of Health & Safety and understand the importance of environmental 
issues.
Applicants must have good practical and problem solving skills and 
ideally have marine experience. Previous fish farming experience would 
be useful, but not essential as training will be provided. A full clean 
driving licence is also essential for this position.
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CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

GOLDEN WEDDING

THANK YOU

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday 30th July

11am Holy Communion
Mrs Janis Gallagher
Coffee after service
 ALL WELCOME

Wednesday 2nd August 
FARMERS’ SHOW

NO SERVICE

ARRAN CHURCHES
 TOGETHER

There will be Taizé
 worship on

 Thursday 3rd August
 at 5.30 pm, in St Molios’ 

Church, Shiskine.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 30th July

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Service

Pirnmill Church, 10.45am 
Morning Service

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 30th July
 Family Worship will be

 conducted by Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

 Crèche facilities will be 
available in the Church Hall. 
Tea and coffee will be served 
immediately after the service 
- please stay and enjoy more 

fellowship. 
All most welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

‘A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share’
Sunday 30th July

Rev Lily McKinnon
Kilmory 10 am

Lamlash 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 30th July
Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 30th July

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick 

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome 

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 30th July

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm 
Home fellowship group for 

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday July 19, The 
McLintock Cup. A fi eld of 
28 contested one of the old-
est and most revered tro-
phies and once again a very 
pessimistic weather fore-
cast was found to be wide 
of the mark. The morning 
and afternoon players en-
joyed benign conditions al-
though the evening players 
had a wet time of it.
 Scoring at the top of the 
leaderboard was good and 
even a birdie fi nish by Da-
vid Brookens couldn’t pre-
vent club captain Wolfi  
Kroner lifting the cup with 
a splendid nett 59. 1 Wolfi  
Kroner 15, 59, 2 David 
Brookens 11, 60, 3 Frazer 
Barr 9, 61, 4 Andrew Mack 
14, 63. Danny Head had 
the lowest gross score with 
a 69, CSS stayed at 63 and 
magic twos went to Nicol 
Auld and Alan Hill @16th 
and David Brookens 
@17th.
 Saturday and Sunday July 
22 and 23, The Armit-
age Groundworks Whit-
ing Bay Gents Open. The 
2017 Open, Whiting Bay’s 
fl agship event, got off to a 
fi ne start on Saturday with 
a good fi eld enjoying fi ne 
weather, until late after-
noon at least, and a golf 
course in the peak of condi-
tion. The good fortune con-
tinued on Sunday when, af-
ter the Saturdays evening 

Brian Adair receives the 
Armitage Groundworks 
Whiting Bay Open Trophy 
from club captain Wol�  
Kroner.

Whiting Bay club captain Wol�  Kroner with trophy winners Allan Macleod, Danny Head, 
Brian Adair and Stephen Judge.

rain, the weather remained 
fi ne. The whole event went 
well and a huge vote of 
thanks is due to Stewart 
and James for the condition 
of the course; many visit-
ing players said the greens 
were the best they had 
played on this year. Thanks 
also to John and the club-
house staff, Nancy, Jamie, 
Jamie the Train and Louise 
for catering so well to the 
needs of so many hungry 
and thirsty golfers.
 The smell of burgers grill-
ing on the outdoor barbe-
que proved a real incentive 
to a brisk pace of play on 
the last fi ve holes. Final-
ly a big thank you to the 
main sponsors, Armitage 
Groundworks for their gen-
erous and continuing sup-
port and also to the many 
members, friends and sup-
porters who donated prizes 
for the event.
 Saturday July 22, The 
Bank of Scotland Cup, 86 

played and with fast tricky 
greens and a changeable 
breeze, conditions were far 
from easy, especially for 
those playing later in the 
day when heavy rain was 
added to the mix. CSS went 
out to 65, (66 reductions 
only for visiting golfers) 
and places were decided 
on a countback after three 
players, all in the second 
division, returned nett 63s. 
1 Allan Macleod 12, 63 
ACB, 2 Kevin McAleney 
12, 63 ACB, 3 Alan Hill 
15, 63, 4 Jack Adair 16, 64. 
Scott Adair carded the low-
est gross score of 70. Mag-
ic twos came from Sandy 
Pringle at 2nd hole, Ryan 
Armstrong @11th and 
Jamie Ainsworth @17th.
 Sunday July 23, The Roy-
al Bank of Scotland Cup. 
92 players took advantage 
of an optimistic forecast 
and conditions were con-
siderably easier than they 
had been on Saturday. CSS 
stayed at 63 (66 for visi-
tors) and the top four placed 
players beat that with a 
couple of shots to spare. 
1 Stephen Judge 11, 57, 2 
Danny Head 5, 60, 3 Brian 
Adair 19, 61 ACB, 4 Craig 
Tart 16, 61. Danny Head’s 
gross 65 was the lowest of 
the day and there were no 
fewer than 10 magic twos, 
Stephen Judge and Alasdair 
Kelly @2nd hole, Alan Kay 
@3rd, Nicol Auld @4th, 
David Mack and Graeme 

Mack @7th, Danny Head 
and Stephen Judge @16th 
and Scott Adair and Neil 
Richardson @17th.
 Sunday July 23, The 
Armitage Groundworks 
Whiting Bay Open Tro-
phy for the best 36 hole 
nett score. 1 Brian Adair 
19, 127, 2 Danny Head 5, 
128 ACB, 3 Scott Adair 6, 
128. Brian also scooped 
the Seniors Shield and the 
Salver for the best scratch 
score over 36 holes went 
to Danny Head on 138. 
Fixtures: Sunday July 30, 
Nestor’s Jug, Stableford. 
Wednesday August 2, The 
Betty Black Cup.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday July 20, Sum-
mer Cup, CSS 65, Par 64. 
1 Iain Murchie 65-5=60, 
2 Allan Colquhoun 73-

Continued on page 29

Thank You
Shearmon

A huge thank you to all who helped look 
after Ken during the past year. Also for 
your beautiful cards & fl owers, a great 

comfort to me. Sheila

HAPPY DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
MUM & DAD 

Harry and Connie. Love from all your children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. Xxx

CURRIE (MURDINA) - 
William, Graham and families 
would like to thank all the peo-
ple that turned up to celebrate 
the life of their dear moth-
er, granny and great granny.  
They would also like to thank 
Rev Angus Adamson along 
with Jean Hunter for their kind 
words and stories about Mur-
dine there was laughter among 
the tears.  Thanks also to Da-
vid and Clair Hendry for all 
the funeral arrangements.  
Thanks also to Robbie and 
the staff at the Kinloch Hotel 
for the catering.  The sum of 
£670 was collected at the ser-
vice and this will be shared 
between Cancer Research and 
the Red Cross. 
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Continued from page 28
9=64, 3 Colin Richardson 
81-16=65, 4 Dougie Mac-
Farlane 65-0=65. Scratch, 
I Murchie 60, BIH over D 
MacFarlane. Magic twos, 
QJ Young, I Bremner, C 
Richardson, N Young at 
16th, I Murchie, D MacFar-
lane at 12th. Yellow Med-
al, CSS 62, Par 61. 1 Jim 
Gibson 72-12=60, 2 Eu-
gene Mitchell 82-18=64. 
Scratch, J Gibson 72. Mag-
ic twos, J Gibson, J Gordon 
at the 16th. 
 Sunday July 23, Medal 
Shield 3, CSS 64, Par 64. 
Winner, Mark Wren 77-
11=66, scratch, Mark Wren 
77. Ladies Section: Mon-
day July 17, Ladies Open 
Tri-Am, 18 teams took 
part in the Open Tri-Am. 
In spite of a poor weath-
er forecast, only two teams 
suffered the worst of the 
weather. The winning team 

Lamlash captain Mary Adams is pictured with Ladies Open 
Tri-Am winners Margaret Robertson, left, and Merle King, 
right. Not pictured, Jan McPhee. 

of Merle King, Jan McPhee 
and Margaret Robertson of 
Irvine returned an amaz-
ing net 47. Runners up 
were Lamlash ladies She-
rie Walker, Ann Gibson 
and Meg El Adm with a net 
52 and in third place Tri-
cia Martin, Gege Kroner 
and Margaret Bryce with 
net 53. The special prizes 
of nearest the pin in one at 
the 5th went to Ann May, 
Aileen Latona and Isobel 
MacDonald. Nearest in two 
at the 7th to the Barclay 
team of Jean, Claire and 
Lesley. Nearest in two at 
the 12th to Ann, Isobel and 
Aileen and nearest in one 
at the 16th to Carole Stew-
art, Pat Adamson and Rion 
Culpan.
 Fixtures: Sunday July 
30, Hastings Cup Final 
Day, 8.30am, 9.30am and 
12.30pm. Thursday August 
3, Summer Cup. Make up 
own games and see start-
er for times. Friday Au-
gust 4, Open practice day 
and Dan Crawford Salver, 
(Lifeboat Day). See starter 
for times. Saturday August 
5, Lamlash Open, includes 
qualifying for the McLean 

Salver. Sunday August 6, 
Lamlash Open Day Two. 
A small number of tee-off 
times are left, then cancel-
lations only. Contact start-
er for times and payments.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday July 11, Peter Sut-
ton, CSS 65. 1 P Betley 
72-12=60, 2 H Bannatyne 
74-7=67, 3 R Woods 85-
17=68. Lady Mary, CSS 
68, R/O. 1 E Ross 99-
23=76 BIH, 2 J Turnbull 
92-16=76. Tuesday July 
18, Peter Sutton, CSS 63, 1 
R Traill 83-18=65, 2 R Bet-
ley 97-28=69, 3 J Penny-
cott 88-12=76. Lady Mary, 
CSS 68, R/O, 1 A Latona 
97-23=74, 2 K Genda 91-
12=79.
 Fixture: Tuesday August 
1, Peter Sutton/Lady Mary 
at 12.30pm and 5.30pm.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday July 19, Sum-
mer Cup, 25 played, CSS 
65. 1 Iain Sillars 77-15=62, 
2 Bill Donaldson 79-
16=63, 3 Derek Roxburgh 
72-8=64 ACB. Scratch 
Matt Keir 68. Sunday July 
23, Navy Shield Stableford, 

22 played, CSS 37. Gordon 
Hendry 6, 40pts, Chris Pat-
tenden 13, 37pts, Iain Pitt-
man 13, 36pts ACB. Ladies 
Section: Tuesday May 25, 
Helen’s Vases Greensome, 
1 Pat Adamson and Isobel 
MacDonald  83-19=64, 2 
Fiona Henderson and Les-
ley Murray 95-19=76.
 Fixtures:  Sunday June 
30, Club Trophy. Tuesday 
August 1, August Medal. 
Tuesday August 8, Brodick 
Ladies Open.

Shiskine Golf Club
Monday July 17, Cente-
nary Putter, 20 played, 
CSS 41. Gents 1st Class: 
1 Craig Watson 28pts, 2 
Hamish Bannatyne 26pts, 
3 Phil Betley 24pts BIH. 
2nd Class: 1 David Brown 
24pts IH, 2 Mike Hesp 
24pts, 3 Colin Whitel-
aw 23pts. Magic twos, D 
Brown, P Betley, J Salton 
and C Dair. Ladies, CSS 44. 
1  Julie Whitelaw 22pts, 2 
Winnie MacCallum 21pts. 
Well done to Craig and Jul-
ie, congratulations.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday July 19, 

Wednesday Medal, com-
petition abandoned due to 
weather.
 Friday July 21, The club 
championship was con-
tested by Euan MacKin-
non and David Jeffrey in 
what  a tightly fought but 
sporting encounter over the 
fi rst nine with Euan pulling 

clear to win. Saturday July 
22, Summer Cup. 1 J Adam 
69-9=60, 2 E MacKinnon 
63-1=62 and scratch. Mag-
ic twos A Macdonald and R 
Logan. A welcome return to 
form from John.

Fixtures: Saturday July 
29, Summer Cup, ballots at 
9am and 2pm.

The Arran Belles take 
on Hebridean challenge
Earlier this month 10 Ar-
ran Belles travelled to the 
Outer Hebrides to cycle the 
145 miles from Castlebay 
on Barra to Stornoway on 
Lewis staying in hostels, 
bunkhouses and even a 
tractor shed along the way.

On a beautiful, calm 
morning the seven hour fer-
ry trip from Oban to Barra, 

The  Belles inspect their accommodation for the night, an 
old tractor shed in North Uist. 

The Arran Belles who took part in the Outer Hebrides tour. 

calling in at Coll and Tir-
ee, passed very quickly be-
fore a quick eight-mile cy-
cle through Barra took 
them to their next ferry to 
Eriskay then South Uist for 
their fi rst night stop. On 
Eriskay they detoured to 
the bar SS Politician, well 
known for its association 
with the fi lm Whisky Ga-

lore! and where they were 
shown a bottle of whisky 
from the sunken ship. The 
following day they head-
ed north through the Uists 
and Benbecula, stopping at 
the birthplace monument of 
Flora MacDonald, a bleak, 
remote spot but one full of 
atmosphere.

With rain arriving it was 
with relief that they reached 
The Tractor Shed in North 
Uist, where they spent their 
second night of the tour. 
The old tractor shed had 
been converted into a kitch-
en, living room and bunk-
room along with other turf 
covered huts outside. Af-
ter drying off, a nice dinner 
and a good night’s sleep the 
Belles rose to a lovely day 
to continue their journey to 
Tarbert, South Harris via 
the Berneray/Leverburgh 
ferry. Turning west on Har-
ris they were treated to the 
stunning beaches of Scar-
asta, Seilebost and Lusken-
tyre overlooking Taransay. 

At this stage the Belle’s 
were thankful for the tail-
wind that they had enjoyed 
since their departure as the 
route became more hilly 
with a lunar like landscape.

After another overnight 
stay in a Tarbert hostel rain 
had returned for the last day 
but undeterred the Belles 
set out to tackle the Harris 
Hills between North Harris 
and the Isle of Lewis. Cross 
winds blew two of the cy-
clists, Sue and Fiona, across 
the road so the planned de-

tour to the Callinish Stones 
had to be cancelled. How-
ever, they did pass the Bon-
nie Prince Charlie monu-
ment commemorating his 
visit in 1745, before fi nally 
arriving in Stornoway.

This was the fi rst cycle 
tour for most of the Arran 
Belles, full of doubts and 
concerns about their fi tness 
but they coped with deter-
mination and motivation 
surprising themselves with 
their ability. Well deserved 
medals were presented to 

Isla Murchie, Sue Archer, 
Fiona Leslie, Fiona Doug-
las, Fiona Carswell, Toni 
MacKenzie, Carol Vella 
Boyle, Linda Johnston, Jil-
lian Plenderleith, Wee Flo 
and Janice Small who all 
agreed the Outer Hebrides 
had been a truly wonderful 
experience, a place of iso-
lation, haunting beauty, an-
tiquities, dazzling beach-
es, turquoise seas, sea lochs 
and dramatic hills and a 
place to return to.

Janice Small
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Summer fun at football camp

Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

Dozens of youngsters spent a few days of their sum-
mer holidays last week brushing up on their football 
skills at the annual summer camp held by KA Lei-
sure at Arran High School.

The training undertaken by SFA coaches Gra-
ham Muir and Christopher Monk took place with 
the help of high school pupils and former attendees 

of the camp themselves - David Copperwheat and 
Dylan Smith.

Catering for fi ve to 12-year-olds, football camp 
teaches children the basics of the sport in a fun 
and safe environment where they can practice their 
skills with children their own age. The fun learn-
ing event which includes lessons on ball control, 
accuracy, balance, good sportsmanship and tricks 
includes manoeuvres from many of the children’s 

Top quality training delivered by Scottish FA coaches

Taking part in a point scoring exercise this youngster taps the ball with the 
side of his foot. 01_B30_camp_05

Young footballers practice their tackling skills. 
01_B30_camp_01

Coaches and children pose for a group photograph before training. 01_B30_camp_02

Coaches Graham Muir and Christopher Monk explain a manoeuvre before children try it out themselves. 
01_B30_camp_09 

Eyes on the ball, children take part in a mini match. 01_B30_camp_07

Children learn ball skills from the coaches and each other. 01_B30_camp_11
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Summer fun at football camp

favourite football idols. After each particular les-
son, children take part in skill challenges such as 
the Ronaldinho spin and the Beckham shoot to test 
their new-found skills.

The fi nal day last Thursday was a crazy hair day 
and a culmination challenge of all of the lessons 
learned since the start on Monday. Coach Graham 
said: ‘The camp on Arran has been tremendous this 
year, not only because of the glorious weather we 

have had but also because of the enthusiastic and 
impeccably behaved children. Both the coaches and 
children have thoroughly enjoyed themselves and 
we are already looking forward to our next one.’

On average between 30 to 40 children attend-
ed football camp every day with a daily morning 
and afternoon session for boys and girls of primary 
school age . Football camp takes place twice a year, 
once during summer and one at Easter.

Top quality training delivered by Scottish FA coaches
Coaches and children pose for a group photograph before training. 01_B30_camp_02

Coaches Graham Muir and Christopher Monk explain a manoeuvre before children try it out themselves. 
01_B30_camp_09 

A young footballer practices his ball 
control and accuracy. 01_B30_camp_04

Assistant coach David Copperwheat watches over a kicking challenge. 
01_B30_camp_06

A trio from the younger group put their skills to the test. 01_B30_camp_08

Assistant coach David Copperwheat ensures 
that a youngster does not trip over his laces. 
01_B30_camp_09

Goal! A young player sneaks one past the goalkeeper. 01_B30_camp_10

Jake Young impresses with his back 
� ip abilities. 01_B30_camp_12
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Lamlash 0
Southend 6

Hat-trick for Secuna as 
Southend beat Lamlash
Lamlash went into Monday 
night’s game with a few 
key player’s missing and 
Southend took full advan-
tage with a superior perfor-
mance.

The visitors took an ear-
ly lead when Secuna Junior 
fi red a low powerful shot 
into Heenan’s goal. Five 
minutes later Southend 
were awarded a penalty 
when full-back Chris Gos-
man was deemed to have 
handled the ball in the area. 

Ryan Armstrong stepped 
up and made no mistake 
from 12 yards. Secuna add-
ed his second of the game 
after a good passing move 
from the MBS boys. Lewis Man of the match Secuna Junior scored a hat-trick for Southend. 01_B30footy05

Northend 3
Shiskine 4

There was a lot at stake in 
this game with both teams 
battling to avoid the embar-
rassment of fi nishing last in 
the league.

Bionic man Neil Faulkner 
made a comeback for 
Shiskine and it wasn’t long 
until he had opened the 
scoring for the away team.

It was another man mak-
ing a comeback, after be-
ing away for years, who got 
the reply as Bryan McCal-
lum hit the back of the net 
with a fi ne strike. Faulkner 
then put the Kinloch boys 
back in front with his sec-
ond of the match but again 

Kennedy was given a yel-
low card just before half-
time after he reacted angri-
ly to a challenge from Todd 
Jameson.

Secuna was playing with 
confi dence and it was well 
into the second half when 
he bagged his hat-trick af-
ter a cool fi nish.

Tightrope
Kennedy was walking a 

tightrope and then he made 
another poor challenge giv-
ing referee, Archie McNi-
col, no choice but to give 
the striker his marching or-
ders to reduce Southend to 
10 men.

Despite being a man 
down Southend continued 
to dominate and Armstrong 
went on a mazy, solo run 
beating a handful of Lam-

lash players before sliding 
the ball into the net to get 
his second of the game.

Youngsters Gregor Crich-
ton and Liam Bremner 
came on for Southend and 
they both struck shots one 
after the other with Heenan 
making a brilliant double 
save but on the third oc-
casion Gregor’s shot was 
one step to far for David to 
prevent it going in the net. 
Fourteen-year-old Gregor 
scored his fi rst competitive 
goal for Southend, which 
will surely be the fi rst of 
many.

Archie gave the man of 
the match unsurprisingly to 
Secuna after his best per-
formance this season with 
some great trickery and a 
hat-trick to boot.

it didn’t last long as Pe-
ter Gilson scored from 
just outside the box in his 
fi rst game of the season. 
Shiskine then upped the 
ante and Joel Small scored 
two goals in quick succes-
sion, the fi rst being a won-
der goal from inside the 
box.

Northend did score a 
consolation goal in the 
last minute when Lennon 
Deary slotted through Ben 
Innes to stroke the ball be-
yond Finlay Murchie in 
the Shiskine goal. Small’s 
goal’s put him up to be-
ing top Shiskine scorer this 
season edging by Cammy 
Thomson. However it was 
Thomson that was given 

the man of the match after 
another energetic perfor-
mance upfront causing all 
kinds of problems for the 
Northend defence.

The result put the two 
teams on the same num-
ber of points where they 
are likely to remain unless 
one of them can pull off a 
shock victory against one 
of the other three teams in 
the league.

*In last week’s league ta-
ble Lamlash were listed as 
having 19 points. This, as 
the rest of the table showed, 
should have been 12 points.

The fi xtures for Monday 
July 31 will see Brodick vs 
Northend at 7pm and Lam-
lash vs Shiskine at 6.30pm.

A breakaway attempt from Lamlash player Johnny Sloss is abruptly stopped by 
Southend opponents. 01_B30footy03
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