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Carers have reacted with 
outrage after receiving no-
tifi cation that respite care 
on Arran has been sus-
pended because Montrose 
House can’t cope.

Adding to this, carers have 
also received letters tell-
ing them that availability 
for respite care on the is-
land is nearing capacity and 
that short-term residents 
may have to be accom-
modated on the mainland, 
which has only increased 
the ire of those making use 
of the service.

Service user Mary Young 
and her husband Jim, from 
Lamlash, are full-time car-
ers for his mum Margaret. 
Mary said: ‘Carers who are 
on duty 24 hours a day – 
attending to their patients’ 
and loved ones’ every need 
– desperately need to make 
use of respite care. Car-
ers need this for their own 
sanity, and just knowing 
that there is an upcoming 
break can be a great relief 
but with the receipt of this 

Montrose House meltdown 
as respite care is suspended

letter there is no relief in 
sight for hard working 
Arran carers.’

Mary, who has contacted 
her local councillors, MP 
and MSP after receiving 
the council notifi cation, 
said: ‘There have been 
problems with Montrose 
House for some time. 

‘The phrase in the letter 
regarding staffi ng should 
alert higher management 
that there is a very large 
problem in this establish-
ment and action should be 
instigated immediately.

‘The suggestion in the let-
ter is that a place may pos-
sibly be found on the main-
land for respite care but 
I would suggest that the 
originators of the letter vis-
it my mother-in-law to see 
that she is an extremely 
frail 90-year-old lady and a 
journey like this would be 
extremely diffi cult for all 
concerned. Taken out of fa-
miliar surroundings and in 
an unknown environment, 
she would not know any-
one, nor have any visitors, 

Delay hits 
new ferry 
terminal
Brodick’s new £30 million 
ferry terminal will not open 
in August as planned, it 
emerged this week.

Instead it is likely to be 
October at the earliest be-
fore passengers will get to 
use the new pier facilities. 
This is due to a delay in 
the passenger access sys-
tem (PAS) currently being 
built in Spain. The delay is 
all the more frustrating as 
the main site contractors, 
George Leslie Ltd, will 
complete the redevelop-
ment of the ferry terminal 
and pier in August, on time 
and on budget.

However, Adelte, the spe-
cialist contractor appointed 
through a separate tender 
process to design and in-
stall the PAS at a cost of 
£1.5 million, which is cur-
rently under construction 
outside Barcelona, has ex-
perienced delays, impact-
ing on the completion date 
of the overall project. The 
completion of the works 
at the new terminal is now 
scheduled to be late Sep-
tember or early October.  
On completion, CMAL 
will handover the terminal 

The tourist season is in full swing and with the sun shining this week visitors have 
been � ocking to the island with record numbers being predicted. Brodick beach and 
green proved as popular as ever as our photograph taken on Wednesday shows. 
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even if she could travel off 
the island.’

Mary went on:  ‘The last 
time she was due to go into 
respite care we were giv-
en less than 24 hours no-
tice that care was suspend-
ed. Thanks to the efforts 
of Elaine Higgins, so-
cial work assistant on Ar-
ran, a last-minute place 
was found in the privately 
owned Cooriedoon Nurs-
ing Home where we spent 
the day undergoing an as-
sessment with the staff to 
ensure mother’s care.’

The decision to close res-
pite care on Arran, which 
has a high percentage of el-
derly and retired residents, 
is cited by the North Ayr-
shire Health and Social 
Care Partnership as being 
due to staff shortages and 
the diffi culties in staff re-
cruitment at the Brodick 
care home, which moved 
into new purpose-built 

Respite care is suspended
accommodation just two 
years ago.

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesman said: ‘We 
can confi rm that we are not 
currently taking bookings 
for respite care at our own 
care home facility on Ar-
ran, Montrose House.

‘In the meantime, we rec-
ognise the concerns and 
anxieties this will have 
caused some of our local 
service users and their fam-
ilies and we would like to 
take this opportunity to 
apologise for this.

‘The decision to intro-
duce this temporary meas-
ure was not an easy one to 
make, however. Despite 
our best efforts to recruit 
to vacant posts, our staff-
ing levels remain low. We 
have been in regular dis-
cussion about this with the 
Care Inspectorate, which 
inspects and regulates 
care services in Scotland.  
Through these discussions, 

we have agreed that respite 
care should be temporarily 
suspended within Mon-
trose House to ensure our 
staff can focus on deliver-
ing high quality care to our 
permanent residents.’

The issue of staff-
ing comes exactly a year 
since Rev Angus Adam-
son and then local council-
lor John Bruce raised con-
cerns about the situation at 

Montrose House after fi ve 
long-serving staff were sus-
pended. An island-wide pe-
tition criticised the manner 
in which senior manage-
ment at the council handled 
the situation and called for 
an inquiry into the matter.

Another carer, Margaret 
Kay, who looks after her 
mum Margaret McKenna, 
also in Lamlash, said: ‘My 
mum has used services at 

Montrose House for almost 
fi ve years now and these 
diffi culties have only arisen 
in the past 12 or so months. 

‘My respite care, which 
had been booked and con-
fi rmed well in advance, 
was withdrawn three days 
before I fl ew out on holi-
day. Fortunately, the local 
social services team were 
amazing and resolved the 
matter. But these short-no-
tice cancellations appear to 
have become a regular fea-
ture.

‘Carers rely on this vital 
support and should not be 
facing the additional stress 
of having to worry about 
whether dates already con-
fi rmed by Montrose House 
will be honoured. It leaves 
me with absolutely no con-
fi dence in the system. 

‘It seems as though there 
is no accountability either at 
Montrose House or at Cun-
ninghame House for what 
appears to be bad manage-

ment. The infl exibility at 
Montrose House and the 
treatment of its staff has led 
to an exodus which is now 
resulting in hard-working 
carers constantly having 
the rug pulled out from un-
der their feet.’

North Ayrshire Council, 
which has unsuccessfully 
advertised locally and on-
line for social care work-
ers, added: ‘We would in-
vite any qualifi ed social 
care staff who would relish 
the opportunity to work in 
a state-of-the-art facility in 
one of the most scenic lo-
cations in Scotland to con-
tact Montrose House’s unit 
manager Morven Ross-
Bain on 01770 302131.

‘In the meantime, we rec-
ognise the concerns and 
anxieties this will have 
caused some of our local 
service users and their fam-
ilies and we would like to 
take this opportunity to 
apologise for this.’

Montrose House.



ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 15 July, 2017 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 3News

Super line-up 
for fèis ceilidh
One of the highlights of 
Fèis Arainn is always the 
family ceilidh, and festival 
organisers are fortunate in 
having the same tutors as 
last year to provide the mu-
sic for dancing. Those who 
attended last year will re-
member it as one of their 
best ceilidhs ever, writes 
Hugh Boag.

This year’s dance takes 
place in Whiting Bay hall 
on Wednesday July 26 
from 7.30pm till 10.30pm 
and the musicians will in-
clude TV and recording 
star Mairi Macinnes, who 
helped found Fèis Arainn 
19 years ago and who will 
sing; Gillian Frame on fi d-
dle, an Arran girl who won 
the fi rst young traditional 
musician of the year award 

Volunteer fire
leader retires
Volunteer fi re leader Char-
lie McAllister of Sliddery 
has turned off his pager and 
decided to call it a day after 
31 years and nine months 
service to the parish of Kil-
mory and Arran.

Charlie has played a sig-

at Celtic Connections, and 
her husband Findlay Napi-
er on guitar.

They will be joined by 
Gary Innes, a well-known 
star on accordion and 
broadcaster on BBC Alba, 
Lorne MacDougall an 
award-winning piper from 
Kintyre, and Allan Mac-

Donald an accomplished 
percussionist from Edin-
burgh on drums.

It is an event not to be 
missed and at £7 for an 
adult ticket it must be the 
bargain of the season! 

The evening for visitors 
and locals of all age groups 
whether you have young-

Charles McAllister receives his certi� cate 
of service and commemorative tally from 
group manager Hugh Strachan. 

nifi cant role in maintain-
ing the operational cover 
on Arran, and in particular 
as a volunteer, deputy vol-
unteer leader and fi nally 
volunteer leader. Charlie is 
well known throughout the 
southend, and has many a 

sters participating in the 
Fèis or not, is the festival’s 
main fundraising event 
of the year. It is a BYOB 
event with a juice bar and, 
of course, a raffl e. Tickets 
at the door.

The Fèis fi nishes on Fri-
day July 28 with the con-
cert given by the young-
sters themselves. This will 
be held in the communi-
ty theatre in Arran High 
School at 2pm and, again, 
is open to everyone.

Tha sinn dochas chi sin-
nan sibh! (We hope to see 
you there!)

The organisers are grate-
ful to Creative Scotland 
through Fèisean nan Gàid-
heal and North Ayrshire 
Council for their invaluable 
fi nancial support.

Gillian Frame

tale of the var-
ious fi res and 
rescues he has 
been called to 
over the years.

With Char-
lie retiring Kil-
mory parish 
are looking for 
new volunteer 
recruits at Cor-
riecravie Sta-
tion. If you 
are interested 
please contact 
John Fitzpat-
rick on 870286 
or go along to 
the station on a 
Tuesday night 
at 7pm.
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The site of delayed passenger access system at the pier. 
01_B28terminal01

Delay hits new 
ferry terminal
Continued from page 1
to CalMac, which will need 
a few weeks to make it 
operational.

The delays have been 
caused by technical issues 
relating to the fabrication 
stage, as well as competing 
global workload demands.  
Adelte commenced work 
on the new PAS at Brod-
ick in early June and was 
originally due to complete 
in July to allow operational 
trials to take place before 
the terminal opened to pas-
sengers in August.

George Leslie Ltd’s con-
tract included the majority 
of the work required on-
site, including construction 
of the new pier, develop-
ment of a larger increased 
marshalling area from re-
claimed land and the new 
modern terminal building, 
with bus stances and park-
ing facilities.

CMAL’s head of civil en-
gineering, Ramsay Muir-
head, said: ‘We are very 
pleased that George Leslie 
Ltd is on track to complete 
the main site work early 
next month, as scheduled. 
Despite some very chal-
lenging weather condi-
tions at times, the team has 
maintained solid progress 
throughout the project.

‘Unfortunately, Adelte 
has experienced unexpect-

ed delays in the delivery of 
our order, which will im-
pact on the completion of 
the overall terminal rede-
velopment project. Clearly, 
we are very disappointed, 
particularly as all other 
areas of the project have 
remained on track with 
our scheduled completion 
dates.

‘We know the local com-
munity will be disheart-
ened by this news and we 
are sorry that they will have 
to wait to use their new ter-
minal. 

‘This project has trans-
formed the terminal and 
passengers will have access 
to fantastic new facilities, 
so we recognise they are 
keen to see it open.

‘We are just as eager for 
them to enjoy the new ter-

minal and I would like to 
reassure islanders that we 
are doing all we can to min-
imise the delay. We have 
been involved in numerous 
meetings and conference 
calls on this issue and we 
have visited the Adelte 
factory in Spain and their 
offi ces, with more visits 
planned. We are working 
closely with them to ensure 
the work is completed as 
effi ciently as possible.’

The extensive redevelop-
ment project at the ferry 
terminal represents a ma-
jor investment of around 
£30 million, led by CMAL, 
with support from Trans-
port Scotland, North Ayr-
shire Council, Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport 
and the Coastal Communi-
ties Fund.

Medical 
emergencies to
be prioritised
on the ferry
At the monthly meeting of 
the Arran Ferry Commit-
tee meeting on Monday, 
Ruth Betley, clinical man-
ager for Arran, presented a 
draft protocol for prioritis-
ing medical emergencies 
on the ferry.

This would enable pa-
tients requiring immediate 
medical treatment, car ac-
cess on the ferry, possibly 
on presentation of an ‘em-
barkation ticket’ and would 
be based on clinical prior-
ity. A similar system could 
operate on the return part 
of their journey. The paper 
was welcomed by the com-
mittee and Simon Rich-
mond, area manager for 
CalMac, although discus-
sion is still ongoing as to 
practical logistics of the 
proposal.

There was some discus-
sion about ‘smart ticket-
ting’ which is yet to be 
introduced. CalMac ad-
vises that ‘print at home’ 
is the fi rst stage in this, al-
though the committee felt 
this should be reconsid-
ered, pending a full digital 
smart ticketing option. An 
implementation timescale 
was requested by the com-
mittee.

Online booking system 
and customer call centre 
issues were also noted. Mr 
Richmond advised that six 
new staff would commence 
work in the call centre, 
which should improve cus-
tomer service.

The ferry committee was 
disappointed to hear of 
the delays in the terminal 
opening due to delivery of 
the passenger access sys-
tem, but it was noted that 
George Leslie Ltd’s works 
would be completed on 
time. Finally, following 
queries from foot passen-
gers, the committee re-
quested that CalMac web-
site be amended to state 
that foot passengers don’t 
need to book tickets.
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A market gardener on Arran 
has called for all businesses 
on the island to get behind 
local produce.

There is a justifi able pride 
in the wide range of food-
stuffs grown and produced 
on Arran, and menus across 
the island boast of local in-
gredients that are exported 
the length and breadth of 
the country and across the 
world.

However, chef Robin 
Gray says that is only part 
of the story and he believes 
more needs to be done to 
involve all local producers, 
some of whom have to ship 
their products to the main-
land or further afi eld to sell 
them.

Robin, 54, says he has just 
had his best harvest in 10 
years at his sprawling allot-
ment at Kingscross in Whit-
ing Bay but says it is also 
his worst year for sales on 
the island.

He believes a lot of the 
bigger hotels, and also 
some of the smaller ones 
and B&B establishments, 
could do more to use more 
local produce than they do 
at the moment. However, 
he accepts there may be 
time and fi nancial con-
straints which makes it eas-
ier to deal with bigger sin-
gle suppliers.

But he argues that needs 
to change, saying: ‘I simply 
want grow my vegetables 
on Arran and sell them here 
but I fi nd I increasingly 
have to fi nd markets on the 
mainland.’

And he is not alone. Fish-
erman Ian Cusick, who 
catches lobsters, langous-
tines, and other shellfi sh 
in Lamlash Bay, is fi nd-
ing fewer local outlets for 
his produce with all his 
medium to large langous-
tines now being export-
ed through Tarbert, Loch 
Fyne, to Spain.

He said: ‘The closure of 
the Drift Inn was a big loss 
to both of us as they really 
supported us by using our 
produce, but now they have 
gone I haven’t seen anyone 
else taking up the mantle.’

Robin accepts it is about 
making both the public and 
the trade aware of what is 
out there. To that end, he 
plans to hold a series of 
pop-up restaurant events to 
showcase what is available 
locally.

He held his fi rst event in 
Lamlash last weekend sell-
ing his trademark pulled 
pork sandwiches, burg-
ers and seafood using his 
own salad, vegetables and 
homemade pickles and 
chutneys, and using bread 
from George Grassie of 
the Blackwater Bakehouse, 
who also supports Robin’s 
products.

‘It is all about getting all 
the businesses on the is-
land working together to 
use the fantastic ingredients 
and products we have right 
here on the island, with-
out bringing them from the 
mainland,’ he said.

Robin only too readily 
recognises the support he 
receives from Stuart and 
Clair Fraser at Bay Stores 
in Whiting Bay as well as 
The Sandwich Station in 
Lochranza.

However, most of his har-
vest this year will go to the 
mainland supplying restau-
rants in Glasgow and oth-
er trade outlets in the cen-
tral belt. He also distributes 
his produce through Argyll 
Foods. 

A member of Taste Ayr-

shire, Robin also runs the 
festival and event catering 
business Island Gourmet.

Robin has a long associa-
tion with the island and was 
previously the chef at the 
Whiting Bay Hotel and the 
Auchrannie. Having trained 
and worked as a chef both in 
Scotland and abroad, Rob-
in understands the cook’s 
need for good supplies of 
interesting fresh greenery 
for salads and cooking.

He explains the deep fl a-
vour and pungent aroma 
from these naturally grown 
herbs, salad leaves and veg-
etables is largely to do with 
their system of growing. 
None is forced with artifi -
cial fertiliser, which may 
produce a faster growing 
leaf, but at the expense of 
fl avour. There is also the 
health advantage of their 
freedom from pesticides.

Stuart Fraser from Bay 
Stores added: ‘Robin’s 
herbs and vegetables are 
top quality and we are tak-
ing more and more because 
of their increasing popular-
ity. Increased visitor traffi c 
to the island means more 
opportunity to promote 
local producers and local 
businesses. 

‘I think people appreciate 
the locally-grown factor, 
and understand some pro-
duce is slightly more ex-
pensive than produce that 
has travelled hundreds of 

Robin leads call to get 
behind Arran producers

miles and is potentially of 
inferior quality. In our three 
years in Whiting Bay, we 
have tried to promote and 
support local produce and 
producers, especially local 
fl owers, bread, honey, fruit 
and vegetables. 

‘It would be great if more 
businesses around the is-
land bought locally, but it 
is also important that Arran 
producers get out and pro-
mote themselves in a posi-
tive way, so we can all ben-
efi t and showcase the best 
of Arran food and drink.’

Robin Gray tends his 
vegetables in a polytunnel 
at his allotment. 
01_A28_robin_01
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport   £35.00

Prestwick Airport  £25.00

Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Arran RNLI is inviting 
people to attend the annual 
Arran RNLI open day.

Current volunteers from 
the lifeboat and shore crew 
will be on hand tomorrow 
(Sunday) to discuss the 
roles of RNLI members 
and demonstrate the vari-
ous equipment at the Lam-
lash lifeboat station.

The Arran RNLI, which 
was established in 1970, 
covers the inshore waters 
around the coast of Arran. 
Anyone interest in joining 
the lifeboat or shore crew, 
or volunteering in any other 
way, should visit the station 
between 11am and 4pm.

RNLI to hold open 
day at Lamlash

New speaker

Christian Aid cash
Christian Aid door to door 
collections in Shiskine and 
Blackwaterfoot recently 
raised £870.79. Organis-
ers would like to thank all 
those who contributed.

Amy O’Rourke, whose career was helped by the modern 
apprentice scheme. The July meeting of Arran 

Historical Society will take 
place on Monday July 17 at 
2pm in Brodick Hall.

Due to unavoidable cir-
cumstances, the next speak-
er has had to temporarily 
cancel his talk. The replace-
ment will be John Stevenson 
who will talk about gutta-
percha – a natural rubber – 
and its connection to a Scot-
tish family.

Apprentice jobs may 
kickstart new career
Young people on Arran 
looking to kickstart their 
careers are being urged 
to consider a modern 
apprenticeship with North 
Ayrshire Council.

Currently there are three 
posts available on Arran 
– two for Active Leisure 
based at the Arran Outdoor 
Education Centre, and 
one for business and 
administration within the 
council’s local offi ce in 
Lamlash. The posts are 
being advertised on the 
MyJobScotland website 
and will remain open for 
applications until Sunday 
July 16.

A modern apprenticeship 
(MA) is a great way 
for young people, aged 
16 to 19, to bridge the 
gap between leaving 

school and fi nding work. 
The council has up to 
85 positions to fi ll this 
year in a bid to provide 
local youngsters with an 
opportunity to get their 
feet on the career ladder.

Councillor Alex 
Gallagher, the cabinet 
member for economy, 
said: ‘As a council, we are 
committed to promoting 
and encouraging young 
people into work or 
further education. And 
our ambitious modern 
apprenticeship programme 
is a great opportunity 
for our young people to 

take that fi rst step into 
the world of work after 
they leave school as they 
provide a chance to learn 
new skills while getting 
used to a working life.’

Twenty-year-old Amy 
O’Rourke from Irvine, is 
one of the 145 youngsters 
to have taken part in the 
programme in the past two 
years. 

Only six months in, she 
successfully gained full-
time employment within 
the council’s education 
and youth employment 
service, based in the 
council headquarters.

Speaking about her 
time on the programme, 
she said: ‘I couldn’t 
recommend a modern 
apprenticeship with the 
council enough. 

‘After leaving school, I 
struggled with trying to 
decide what I wanted to 
do career-wise. But one 
day while job searching, 
I came across a business 
administration modern 
apprenticeship with the 
council.

‘Under the job spec, it 
explained that it would 

allow me to work and gain 
further qualifi cations at 
the same time. It was a no-
brainer for me.

‘Only six months into my 
apprenticeship and having 
successfully achieved 
my level two in business 
admin, I was offered a 
full-time post as a clerical 
assistant within the 
resources section. I was 
over the moon to have not 
only found a job I really 
wanted to do, but that I 
was valued so highly as an 
MA that I was offered a job 
after just a few months.

‘I can truly say that 
the programme has been 
one of the best things to 
have happened to me. It’s 
opened doors, allowed me 
to progress myself and I’ve 
met so many new friends. I 
would highly recommend 
the programme to any 
young person who is 
struggling to decide on 
their career path.’

For more information 
on the available posts, 
contact the council on 
01294 324949 or email 
MAEnquiriesEG@north-
ayrshire.gov.uk.

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Thursday 20th July - Thursday 27th July
Corrie Village Hall
10.30am - 5.30pm

EXHIBITION OF ARRAN PAINTINGS
by William Lees DA

CALA Accounting Ltd
Your success is our business

•  Payroll & CIS Services 
•  Pensions Auto Enrolment 
•  Bookkeeping 
•  Management Accounts 
•  New Business start-ups 

•  Business Plans 
•  Budgeting & forecasting 
•  VAT 
•  Self-Assessment 
  (sole traders) 

•  Corporation Tax 
•  On site consulting 
•  Assistance with 
  projects, software 
  implementations etc.

 Email: enquiries@calaaccounting.co.uk Phone: 07590837287

Why choose CALA? 
•  Free Initial consultation. 
•  Fixed priced affordable monthly instalments. 
•  You can choose to do the majority of the work. 
•  A tailored package just for you.

We offer:
Visiting Arran Mon 17 & 24 July. Call to arrange a chat
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Members of the Arran 
Coastal Rowing Club last 
week rowed around Holy 
Isle and at the north end 
came across at least 20 dol-
phins hunting in the waters 
at the edge of the No Take 
Zone.

The sight seems to con-
fi rm that the NTZ and Ma-
rine Protected Area are ac-
tually working.

Crew member and photo-
grapher David Ingham 
said: ‘We headed out for 
a row around Holy Isle in 
near perfect conditions, but 
what we found when we 
got round to the other side 
left the whole crew speech-
less.

‘About 20 dolphins in 
groups of three or four At least 20 dolphins were seen by the rowers in Lamlash Bay.

The dolphins were in playful mood.

Playful dolphins spotted 
in Lamlash Bay

were “herding” fi sh in per-
fect synchronicity. They 
swam and dived near the 
boat with some leaping out 
of the water clearly playing 
and enjoying themselves.

‘The whistling and blow-

ing noise that they made 
and the crashing of water 
was a fantastic sound track 
to an amazing spectacle. 

‘We watched them for 
about half an hour before 
we left them.’

Life Cover
How will your dependants survive if you are not around 
to financially support them? Get valuable insurance cover 
when you need it most.

Property Investment
Airport Car Parking Spaces - a buy-to-let with a difference. 
Guaranteed 8% returns for two years, currently achieving 
10% thereafter.

Wills & Trusts
A bereavement is stressful enough without the addition of 
financial problems, take the time today to make sure your 
loved ones know your wishes.

Wealth Management
Our panel of qualified IFAs have years of experience in 
helping individual and corporate clients.

Mortgage Advice
From first time buyers to purchasing that dream home, 
our panel of Mortgage Advisors are here to help you find 
the most suitable deal for you.

Equity Release
Short of income or funds with equity in your property? 
Equity Release schemes are designed for the over 50’s to 
allow you to access the equity in your house without the 
need for repayments or having to sell your property.

map-link.co.uk    01292 317 214 

Let’s see how we can help you plan your 
finances more effectively.

Through the various MAP Brands we are able  
to offer a wide range of financial services.  
A one-stop shop for all your financial requirements.

Our team will assist 
you and direct 
you to the right 
resources to help 
you reach your you reach your 
financial goals.financial goals.

Map Link, 1c Dukes Road, Troon, Ayrshire KA10 6QR

VISITING ARRAN EVERY WEEK
For more details or to book an appointment 
please contact Russell Pearson: 01292 317214 
or Email: rpearson@map-link.co.uk
Map Link will work with a panel of regulated advisors and experts to 
help provide you with the best possible value and advice.
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Editorial

Thought for the week

How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142

News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Laura Hemming
adverts@arranbanner.
co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Oban, 
PA34 4 HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

‘I can do everything 
through Him who gives 
me strength.’ (Philippi-
ans 4:13

Full consultation
Sir,
I have read with interest 
the letters from Timothy 
Billings and Malcolm Kerr 
in last week’s Banner. I 
would like to address both.

The provision of public 
toilets on an island whose 
main source of income 
is tourism is very impor-
tant for the reputation and 
therefore for the prosperity 
of the island.

It is patently obvious that 
North Ayrshire Council 
took the decision to with-
draw funding purely for fi -
nancial reasons. It seems 
to me that it was done in a 
peremptorily way without 
consulting local people and 
organisations, and almost 
as an afterthought they had 
this idea of handing over 
the responsibility to village 
improvement committees.

NAC should not have 
made any decisions about 
the public toilets without 
consulting fully with tour-
ist organisations, village 
committees, and the busi-
nesses on Arran who de-
pend on the tourist trade.

Though not particularly 
right wing, I fully support  
Timothy Billings’ efforts to 
at least get the council to 
see some sense. Malcolm 
Kerr’s attitude seems to me 
to be at once patronising 
and confrontational, and I 
would urge him to be more 
conciliatory for the good of 
the island.

Yours,
Dr John Cruickshank
Whiting Bay

Empowerment in 
action
Sir,
I write with reference to 
the headline article in the 
Banner (July 8) about vil-
lages rallying to save the 
island’s toilets and in re-
sponse to Councillor Bill-
ings’ letter regarding the 

same. I should like to make 
the following points.

Firstly, had Cllr Billings’ 
motion to temporarily re-
open four of the closed toi-
lets reached the discussion 
stage at the full council 
meeting held on Wednes-
day June 28, it would then 
have been revealed that 
the community asset fund 
from which he had hoped 
to secure funding is not yet 
operational or open for ap-
plications.

Secondly, despite the 
council being in recess, 
offi cers are still working 
closely with the communi-
ty groups who have taken 
over running their village 
toilets and those groups 
which are in the early 
stages of the asset transfer 
process. 

I have offered assistance 
to the Lamlash residents 
wishing to form a group, 
been in discussion with 
and had a meeting with 
the Lochranza group, and 
helped my own village to 
form a group, of which I 
am a member. We are now 
working with council of-
fi cers to get the Blackwa-
terfoot toilets open again.

Whilst I disagree with 
the decision to end provi-
sion of public toilets on 
Arran, or elsewhere, I rec-
ognise that these are chal-
lenging fi nancial times and 
acknowledge that this deci-
sion was not taken lightly 
by the previous administra-
tion and is now upheld by 
the current Labour cabinet.

I believe that this situa-
tion represents an opportu-
nity for Arran residents to 
take ownership and con-
trol of key community re-
sources; we need to follow 
and celebrate the example 
of the Kilmory, Kildonan, 
Corrie and Sannox, Whit-
ing Bay and Pirnmill com-
munities which are already 
running their toilets. 

Their hard work and com-
mitment is an exempla-

ry example of community 
empowerment in action.

I would encourage any-
body who has an interest in 
this issue to join or volun-
teer with their local group 
and help to deliver pub-
lic toilet provision which 
matches our aspirations to 
be a world class destina-
tion for tourists to visit and 
more importantly for resi-
dents to enjoy.

I hope that this clarifi es 
matters and reassures your 
readers that I am working 
with and on behalf of Ar-
ran residents to secure the 
best outcomes for our is-
land community.

Yours,
SNP Councillor 
Ellen McMaster
Shiskine

Disgraceful
Sir,
I wish to highlight my con-
cern that the public toilets 
on Arran have been closed 
to the public. 

Last week I was with 
three grandchildren at the 
beach area at Brodick. The 
public toilets were closed. 
A notice advised us that the 
nearest toilet was at the li-
brary, approximately a fi ve 
minute walk with a four-
year-old, a fi ve-year- old 
and an eight-year-old. 

We walked to the library 
to fi nd it was closed on a 
Wednesday and then pro-
ceeded back towards the 
town. By the time we got to 
the Fiddlers Bar the four-
year-old had wet herself, 
causing her great distress.

The staff in the bar kindly 
allowed her to use their fa-
cilities. It was an upsetting 
and embarrassing episode 
for the family and necessi-
tated the purchase of clean 
clothing for the child.

I have an ileostomy and 
have regular, short notice 
occasions, when I need ac-
cess to facilities to change 

or empty the stoma bag. If 
this had been one of those 
occasions I would have 
been left with faecal soil-
ing to my clothing.

It is utterly disgrace-
ful that any family should 
be put in this position. We 
have been visiting Arran 
yearly since 1987. I would 
be anxious about returning.

I am sure you have had 
many such messages and, 
as this is just the start of the 
summer season, shall have 
many more. 

I have sent a complaint 
to North Ayrshire Council 
and to The Scottish Parlia-
ment.

Additionally I have 
signed the petition start-
ed by the local communi-
ty and have posted it on 
Facebook. This is an envi-
ronmental health issue that 
just cannot be permitted.

Yours,
Gail Robinson
Neilston.

No free lunch
Sir,
There is no such thing as 
a free lunch – and equal-
ly there is no such thing as 
free prescriptions, free tui-
tion fees nor free personal 
care for the elderly.

All of the above are paid 
for – not by the SNP’s pru-
dent management as Mal-
colm Kerr states in his cor-
respondence of July 8 – but 
by the taxpayer.

Mr Kerr also highlights 
the nine years of council 
tax freeze – but the benefi ts 
of that were dubious to say 
the least, given that they re-
sulted in signifi cant reduc-
tion in local services. 

As I recall, the SNP had 
a manifesto commitment 
to abolish the council tax 
and replace it with a local 
income tax. Whatever be-
came of that pledge?

Yours,
Bobby Whitacre
Glasgow

Who cares 
about carers?
In a sentiment similar to 
the Latin phrase, Quis cus-
todiet ipsos custodes, or 
Who guards the guards, the 
question has to be asked: 
Who cares for the carers?

Last month the annual 
National Carers Week rec-
ognised the contribution 
of undervalued and hard 
working carers. In Scot-
land there are an estimat-
ed 759,000 people over 16 
with caring responsibilities 
which equates to 17 per 
cent of the population.

This year’s theme was 
‘building carer-friendly 
communities’ and it high-
lighted the range of sup-
port which is available to 
people across the coun-
try, whatever their caring 
role. But only weeks later 
that vital and much needed 
downtime has been taken 
away from carers on Arran 
leaving them without vital 
support.

On one hand the North 
Ayrshire Council run care 
home says it is unable to 
cater for respite care owing 
to staff shortages. But on 
the other, those who use the 
service blame the council 
themselves, insisting that 
there has been valid rea-
sons for the exodus of local 
staff leaving the care home 
to try and fi nd staff on the 
mainland.

While some may consid-
er the problem as self im-
posed and others mere-
ly a situation that they fi nd 
themselves in, we have to 
hope that solutions can be 
found, and quickly.
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Two Year Anniversary 
under current ownership 
of Lamlash Bay Hotel
Our family run, shore front hotel is the perfect 
place to relax and enjoy the magnifi cent views 
of the bay and Holy Isle.

With a 2 course lunch @ £10.95 and Early 
Bird from 5-6pm at £8.50 we offer some of the 
best value, fresh and delicious food on the is-
land. This can also be enjoyed al fresco or in our 
dog friendly bar. The extensive evening menu 
(5-8.30pm)  means there’s something for every-
one. Take away pizza & fi sh n chips are availa-
ble too. We have a cosy bar where you can enjoy 
the “banter of The Bay” and a large selection of 
malts, gins, wines and beers. 

Meg and Serge would like to thank all our 
staff, guests, regulars and the local communi-
ty for the fantastic support and feedback re-
ceived over the last 2 years. The hotel has un-
dergone a substantial amount of refurbishment 
and renewal and is a popular choice for tour-
ists and the locals alike.

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran  
best location, best service, best value

Lunches 12 - 3pm   Evening Meals 5 - 8.30pm
Booking essential for evening meals 01770 860444

• lunches, light bites & evening meals
• fresh seafood & local produce
• fabulous seafront location
• childrens menu and high chairs available

20%  discoun† on bar classics 
& sharing  pla††ers 5-6pm

on Arran
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Suffragette 
screens     
at Corrie
This month (July) Cor-
rie Film Club presents Suf-
fragette (UK 2015, Cert 
12, 105 minutes), a mov-
ing drama exploring the 
passion and heartbreak of 
those who risked all they 
had for women’s right 
to vote – their jobs, their 
homes, their marriages and 
even their lives.

Maud, played by Car-
ey Mulligan, is a work-
ing mother drawn into the 
fi ght for women’s rights. 
She and her friends be-
come foot soldiers in Mrs 
Pankhurst’s early feminist 
movement.

This inspiring and grip-
ping fi lm also stars Hele-
na Bonham Carter, Meryl 
Streep and Ben Wishaw.

See Suffragette tomorrow 
night (Sunday) in Corrie 
and Sannox Village Hall at 
8pm. Everyone welcome. 
Entry for non–members is 
a donation to hall funds.

Mountaineer Doug 
gives gripping talk
Legendary mountaineer and 
explorer Doug Scott CBE 
gave a gripping talk on Ar-
ran earlier this month as 
part of a special 40-year an-
niversary tour he is under-
taking, writes Hugh Boag.

Around 150 people 
packed into the communi-
ty theatre in Lamlash to lis-
ten to Doug, who is known 
for one of the most dramat-
ic stories of survival after 
encountering diffi culties in 
the Karakoram mountains 
in Asia.

Using photographs and 
excerpts from his dia-
ry, Doug told how in July 
1977 he and another icon of 
mountaineering, Chris Bon-
ington, made the fi rst ascent 
of BainthaBrakk, (7,285 

m) in the Karakoram – de-
scriptively known as The 
Ogre. Their climb extend-
ed the boundaries of what 
had been achieved before at 
that altitude. But it was the 
subsequent descent from 
the summit in the dark that 

turned a catalogue of disas-
ters, which would have de-
feated most people, into an 
epic journey.

Doug slipped on the abseil 
below the summit break-
ing both legs just above 
the ankles and losing his 

glasses and ice axe. He and 
Chris were forced to spend 
the night on a snow patch, 
warding off frost bite. Chris 
then went on to alert their 
team mates, whilst Doug 
crawled out on his hands 
and knees. Storm and star-
vation followed but they 
had to carry on regardless 
before losing all their re-
maining strength. Chris ab-
seiled off the end of the 
rope, smashing his ribs and 
later contracting pneumo-
nia. With the selfl ess help 
of Mo Anthoine and Clive 
Rowland, it took them eight 
days to reach base camp but 
the adventure did not stop 
there...

The Lamlash event, which 
raised more than £2,000, 

also included a sale of Nep-
alese goods, cards and 
posters and an auction of 
signed framed mountain-
eering prints, all supporting 
the post-earthquake recon-
struction work of Commu-
nity Action Nepal. Doug 
also signed copies of his 
award-winning autobiogra-
phy Up and About.

To ensure the maximum 
amount of funds went to the 
charity, Arran Active cov-
ered the costs of the ven-
ue and accommodation was 
provided by Sherie and An-
drew Walker at Ivybank in 
Lamlash.

Teas and coffees were pro-
vided during the interval by 
the Arran Mountain Festival 
committee.

Doug Scott with backer Andrew Walsh in the packed 
community theatre. 01_B28_scott_01

Saturday 15th July- Saturday 22nd July
 Saturday 15th July: Texas Scramble & Family BBQ
  Golf Course | All Welcome

 Sunday 16th July: Raft Race & BBQ 
  The Jetty 1.00

  Bay Queen Crowning
  Putting Green 2.00 Tombola | Bouncy Castle | Climbing Wall

  Family Bowling Competition
  Bowling Green 3.00 | All Welcome

 Monday 17th July: Teddy Bears Picnic
  Putting Green  12.00  (Hall if Wet)

  Car Treasure Hunt
  Village Centre Car Park   6.30

 Tuesday 18th July: COAST Beach Scramble
  The Jetty 2.00 

 Wednesday 19th July: Beach Sculpture & BBQ
  The Jetty 3.00 .5.00

 Thursday 20th July: Mini Beach Olympics
  Putting Green 2.00

  Family Fun Bingo
  The Village hall 7.00 (BYOB)

 Friday 21st July: Grand Putting Competition
  The Putting Green 12.00 -7.00

   Family Fun Run (Fancy Dress)
  Sandbraes Park at 6.00  to The Putting Green 

 Saturday22nd July: Duck Race & BBQ  
  Sandbraes Bridge  3.00

  Family Fun Race Around the park

Whiting Bay & Districts Improvements Association

Saturday 15th July- Saturday 22nd July

FUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEKFUN WEEK
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Arran Leisure
sponsored by Isle of Arran Brewery  
www.arranbrewery.com

Water of life puts the fun 
into Lochranza festival
The eighth annual 
Arran Malt and Music 
Festival proved to be 
another fun-� lled event 
showcasing the warmth 
and friendly nature of 
the island with a truly 
international spirit.

The � rst weekend in 
July saw the Isle of Arran 
Distillery celebrate whis-
ky and music over three 
days with guests from all 
over the country, as well 
as many from overseas 
who came speci� cally to 
Scotland for the event.

The main festival took 
place at Lochranza dis-
tillery on Saturday July 1, 

with masterclasses, mini 
tours and tastings, live 
music, a specialist rare 
whisky bar and a cocktail 
bar.

Among the master-
classes were: Arran 
whisky cocktails, whisky 
and chocolate pairing 
and, for the � rst time, 
in conjunction with Ayr 
Brewery, an Arran whis-
ky and beer masterclass.

The weekend began 
with the now traditional 
White Stag dinner, as 
reported in last week’s 
Banner,  in the  grand 
marquee which was also 
the venue for a rousing 

ceilidh on Saturday night 
which was enjoyed by 
everyone. Sunday saw the 
survivors lunch hosted 
by master distiller James 
MacTaggart, rounding o�  
the weekend events.

Visitor centre manager 
Faye Waterlow said: ‘I 
am very proud of the 
hard work, dedication 
and passion and pride 
of the distillery team. 
The weekend has been 
full of fun, music, whisky, 
love and friendship, and 
I look forward to wel-
coming our old and new 
friends next year.’
Turn to pages 12 and 13. Guests enjoy the weekend with top distillery salesman Andy Bell. 

Euan Mitchell 
conducts a 
masterclass in 
the upstairs VIP 
blending room. 
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ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650

Visitors enjoyed learning about the whisky process in the distillery, taking part 
in whisky masterclasses, learning the art of the whisky cocktail and soaking up 
the atmosphere at the ceilidh. Music from the pipe band ensured visitors were 
given the best Arran experience.

Eighth annual Arran Malt and Music Festi val proves to be the best one yet

Lochranza 
Church Fete

SCO09377

Wednesday 19th July 2-4pm
Lochranza & Catacol Village Hall

Usual stalls & cream teas



#HHA2017

To download your free 32 page History, Heritage and Archaeology supplement
visit www.arranbanner.co.uk/hha2017

or click here
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like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Visitor centre manager Faye Waterlow was 
presented with � owers for her hard work organising 
the festival. 

Visitors enjoy a whisky tasting masterclass. Sta�  look after the guests in the marquee.

Eighth annual Arran Malt and Music Festi val proves to be the best one yet

Master distiller James 
MacTaggart shows o�  his 
talents on the guitar. 

This 
youngster 
enjoyed 
having his 
face painted.

Brodick Church
invite you to their annual

Garden Fete
2pm  Saturday 22nd July

Baking, Tombola, Plants, Bric-a-Brac, Toys,
Childrens Games, Bookstall, Tearoom, Etc.

Followed by the

Grand Auction
8pm  Thursday 27th July

in Brodick Golf Clubhouse

Bargains Galore!

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM     
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

on Sunday 16th July
from 12.30pm - 3.30pm at Rosaburn, Brodick.
Come along and see a fascinating display of classic 

and modern motor cycles, o� -road and other 
interesting vehicles. on display on the museum lawn.  

If you have a motorbike, old, new, any condition, 
bring it along – you will be made most welcome.

Traditional Tombola Stall, and the 
Isle of Arran Pipe Band will perform. 
Museum and Tearoom open all day 

10.30am to 4.30pm.

on Sunday 16th July
MOTORCYCLE SHOW

Corrie Parish Church

Fete & BBQ
in Corrie & Sannox village hall

Tuesday 18th July 
from 12.30pm

‘ARRAN CRAFTS FAYRE’
Featuring

‘MAKE AND TAKE’ 
– drop in workshop – 

hand decorate a fabric pencil case/make up bag.
Start times 11.30am 12.30pm & 1.30pm 

Whiting Bay Village Hall – 11.00-3.00pm 
 Tuesday 18th July 

Tearoom
Free Entry www.craftsandcompany.net
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle,  Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm & Sun 12.30pm - 5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm
Lamlash Church open weekdays  10pm - noon

Saturday 15th July
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
RNLI shop Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 2pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game Whiting Bay Bowling club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game     Brodick Bowling Green 2pm
Summer party Community Land, Whiting Bay, 1-3pm
Lamlash Heather Queen Parade from clocktower 1pm
Live music – Alex Harvey The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Texas scramble and family barbecue Whiting Bay Golf Course

Sunday 16th July
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’  Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
RNLI Open Day Lamlash Pier, 11am - 4pm
Tea in the garden The Hirsel, Lamlash, 1pm - 6pm
Corrie Film Club – Suffragette Corrie & Sannox Hall, 8pm
Vintage Motor Cycle show Arran Heritage Museum, Brodick, 12.30pm
Live music – Charlie Gorman The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Whiting Bay fun week – raft race Whiting Bay jetty, 1pm
Whiting Bay fun week – Bay Queen crowning Whiting Bay putting green, 2pm
Whiting Bay fun week – family bowling competition Whiting Bay bowling green, 3pm

Monday 17th July
Over-50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Summer bridge tournament  Arran High School, 6.30pm - All welcome
Adult tennis  Shiskine golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game Whiting Bay Bowling club, 6.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Shiskine Church Hall, 5.15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Brodick Church Kitchen, 6pm
Coffee morning Whiting Bay and Kildonan church hall, 10.30am - noon
Whiting Bay fun week – teddy bears’ picnic Whiting Bay putting green, noon
Whiting Bay fun week – car treasure hunt Whiting Bay centre car park, 6.30pm

Tuesday 18th July
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm

Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Brodick Castle garden walk Meet at Visitor Centre, 2pm
Arran fraft fair Whiting Bay Hall, 11am - 3pm
Corrie Parish Church fete Corrie & Sannox Hall, 12.30pm
Whiting Bay fun week – coast beach scramble Whiting Bay Jetty, 2pm

Wednesday 19th July
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
Mixed ability run (Arran Run Coach) Dunfi on Carpark, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Family friendly pub quiz  The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Coffee morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - noon
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club rink game WBay Bowling club, 6.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall 4.15pm
Summer ceilidh Brodick Hall, 7.30pm - 10.30pm
Grubby Greenies nature club Community Land, Whiting Bay, 10am - noon
Lochranza Church fete Lochranza & Catacol Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Whiting Bay fun week – beach sculpture and barbecue Whiting Bay jetty, 3pm & 5pm

Thursday 20th July
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Spinning and weaving demonstration Arran Heritage museum, 11am - 4pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
Adult Tennis  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Isle of Arran Rotary Club The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Family ceilidh Lochranza & Catacol Hall, 7.30pm
Bill Lees art exhibition  Corrie Village Hall, 10.30am - 5.30pm
Whiting Bay fun week – mini beach Olympics Whiting Bay putting green, 2pm
Whiting Bay fun week – family bingo Whiting Bay village hall, 7pm (BYOB)

Friday 21st July
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Smart Recovery meeting Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Bill Lees art exhibition  Corrie Village Hall, 10.30am - 5.30pm
Whiting Bay fun week – grand putting competition Whiting Bay putting green, noon
Whiting Bay fun week – family fun run (fancy dress) Sandbraes park, 6pm
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What’s On….. 
Castle Time Travellers      Sun 16th, Mon 17th, Tues 18th, Thurs 20th & Fri 21st  July                  
14.00 – 15.45                                                                                                                                                   
A family tour through the times of the Castle – dressing-up optional! Stout footwear 
advised                                                                                                                                           
Booking Essential  - 01770 302725                  Adults & children  Free with Garden Entry                                                                                                                        

Brodick Castle from the Outside      16th, Mon 17th, Tues 18th, Thurs 20th & Fri 21st                                                     
11.00, 12.00,13.00 & 15.00                                                                                                                                                       
A guided historical tour of the exterior of the Castle – stout footwear advised.              
Please book at Reception on arrival                            Adults Free with Garden Entry 

Garden Guided   Walk                                                                  Tues 11th July      14.00 – 15.30                                 
Join the our Garden’s staff for a tour of our amazing Gardens                                                                                 
No need to book  - please meet at Reception                                Free with Garden Entry  

Bushcraft for 8 – 12yr olds                Thurs 20th July    14.00 – 16.30                                                         
Do you have what it takes to survive in the Wild?  Survival skills for fun with the Rangers.                                        
Booking essential  Tel. 01770 302462                                                                   £10/per child 

Land Rover Safari                 Tuesday 18th July 11.00 – 15..00      
Explore the south of the island  - spot wildlife and explore the archaeological sites with the 
Forestry Commission and NTS Rangers along routes usually closed to vehicles.              
Booking essential  Tel. 01770 302462                                                       Adults  £40 U16 £20  

 

STAGECOACH bus runs from the ferry  terminal to the Castle and back 

 

& Fri 21st July                  

 

 

 With the Castle closed for renovation but the School Holidays 
in full swing, there is a full programme of events running 
across Gardens and Country Park – the Rangers and 
Gardeners are out and about with activities for all ages, as 
well as guided tours explaining the history of the property led 
by our education guides. 

AND of course, there is our amazing, brand new 
adventure playground, Isle be Wild, which really has 
to be seen to be believed, with the Red Squirrel Café 
offering hot & cold snacks whilst you play.        

      

OPEN   
10 - 6 

tel: 01770 302202        brodickcastle&nts.org.uk 
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MORE than 70 members 
of the McGhee family will 
be gathering in Kildonan 
from today (Saturday) for 
a long-planned reunion of 
cousins and their families, 
marking an Arran con-
nection of more than 100 
years.

They are all descend-
ents of Ann and William 
McGhee who came from 
Stevenston and holidayed 
on Arran all of their lives.

The couple had nine 
children between 1896 
and 1916 whose families 
are now scattered all over 
the world. 

Representatives of the 

family from South Africa, 
USA, England, Scotland, 
Ireland and Denmark 
will be attending, includ-
ing seven of the surviv-
ing 11 cousins. Three of 
the cousins are no longer 
alive but their children 
or grandchildren will be 
there.

Commemorating the 
event and providing a his-
torical record, a book has 
been compiled of the sto-
ries of each of the nine 
children for the reunion.

Everyone was asked to 
write a little piece about 
their memories of their 
parent or grandparent re-
sulting in an archive of in-
formation which will be 
of interest to future gener-

A century of Arran ties as 
McGhees gather for reunion

ations. A common thread 
running through all the sto-
ries was the love of Arran, 
which has always played 
a very special part in the 
lives of the McGhees, so 
when planning this re-
union there was no other 
place to be considered.

Many of the nine broth-
ers and sisters met or hon-
eymooned on Arran and 
their families grew up as 
confi rmed Arranophiles. 

Some of the descend-
ents from South Africa 
and the USA are making 
their fi rst visit to Arran to 
see for themselves what is 
so special about the island 
and why it is so inextrica-
bly linked to the McGhee/
McGhie family.

Left, a McGhee family 
holiday photograph 
taken in Brodick in 1925.  
No_B28_mcghee_02

Below, Bill McGhie from 
New York on a visit to 
Arran in 1947. Bill will be 
staying in Kildonan with 
his family for the reunion. 
No_B28_mcghee_04

Bottom, a McGhee family 
reunion in 1947 when sec-
ond son Robert brought his 
family home from Albany, 
New York. No_B28_mcghee_01
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Friends hold summer fete 
at Brodick care home
Friends of Montrose 
House held their annual 
summer fete last Wednes-
day in the Brodick care 
home.

Residents and users of 
the Stronoch Day Cen-
tre were joined by fami-
ly, friends and visitors to 
browse the various stalls 
and enjoy afternoon tea. 

There were games for 
the children in the gar-
dens and a raffl e and prize 
hamper were drawn.

Clockwise from above: Residents and visitors enjoy afternoon tea 01_B28_mont_01 Margaret 
Logan draws the ra�  e tickets assisted by the recently retired Joan Stewart 01_B28_mont_02 
George McCormack draws the winning hamper ticket 01_B28_mont_03 and 
George presents the hamper to winner Wilma Aitken 01_B28month_04

Visit Campbeltown this weekend aboard Waverley!

Book online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk, 
at Brodick Tourist Information Centre or call 0845 130 4647

...the last sea going paddle steamer in the world!
Sailing from LOCHRANZA Pier

Skipness Castle SUNDAY August 27 Leave 3.40pm back 4.40pm
Fare: Cruise Skipness Point £19  

Campbeltown
Cruise Sanda Isles

SUNDAY July 16 Leave 1pm back 6.25pm
Fares: Visit Campbeltown £31 SC £29 Cruise Sanda Isles £33 SC £31 

Cruise Arran Coast EVERY THURSDAY until July 27 Leave 3.30pm back 5pm
Fare: Cruise Arran Coast £21 SC £19   

Sailing from BRODICK Pier
Cruise Arran Coast THURSDAYS August 3 until August 24 Leave 3.30pm back 5pm

SUNDAY August 13 Leave 3.30pm back 5pm
Fare: Cruise Arran Coast £21 SC £19

Dunoon
Lochs & Castle

TUESDAYS August 8, 15 & 22 Leave 11.30am back 6.10pm
Fares: Visit Largs £21 SC £19 Dunoon or Blairmore £27 SC £25
          Cruise Loch Long & Carrick Castle £33 SC £31

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner



18 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 15 July, 2017arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Bird breeding season
successes and concerns

Stonechat young. 
Photo Brian Couper

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

JUNE

April and May’s dry spell 
ended, with June having 
70 per cent more rain than 
May. In comparison with 
last June, June 2017 had 
more than twice as much 
rain and the mean tem-
perature was two degrees 
cooler.

While these wet cool con-
ditions were not ideal for 
breeding, there were many 
reports of fl edged birds in 
gardens, including unfamil-
iar looking young birds, like 
goldfi nch, without the red 
face of the adult birds, and 
robin with spots and no red 
breast , as well as the more 
familiar birds such as black-
birds, blue tits and chaf-
fi nches all with young.

There were reports of a 
family of bullfi nch in Brod-
ick on the eighth, eight 

Cha�  nch feeding young. Photo Arno Loessner 

Red-breasted merganser with young. Photo Elizabeth Smith 

house martin nests and a 
spotted fl ycatcher nest in 
Shedog on the 16th, a fam-
ily of blackcap in Cordon 
on the 27th and young great 
spotted woodpecker with its 
distinctive red cap in Lam-
lash on the 30th.  Most pro-
lifi c of all seemed be to 
house sparrow, with 30 in 
Alma Park on the 18th be-
ing one of the larger num-
bers and also lots of reports 
of siskin and goldfi nch with 
young around homes across 
the island.

Away from gardens there 
were many signs of breed-
ing, including a dipper car-
rying food in Sannox on the 
7th, hen harrier carrying out 
a food-pass over Machrie 
Moor on the 13th, tree pip-
it carrying food in Lean-
na Cuil also on the 13th, 

fl edged stonechat and whin-
chat in Glenscorrodale on 
the 18th, a family of snipe 
by the String on the 21st, 
more than 100 sand mar-
tin nest holes in the colo-
ny in Sannox quarry on the 
26th, long-eared owl young 
calling in North Corrieg-
ills on the 30th and activity 
at the grey heron heronries 
in Stronach Wood, Brod-
ick, and Whitehouse Wood, 
Lamlash by the end of the 
month. There was also en-
couraging reports of young 
lapwing from two areas, but 
this once widespread farm-
land breeder is just hang-
ing on.

Around the coast there 
were further signs of breed-
ing – eider with eight young 
at Auchenhew on the fourth, 
shelduck with 13 young 
at Carlo on the 14th, ful-
mar with young in the nest 
at King’s Cave on the 24th, 
an active common gull col-
ony at Drumadoon Point on 
the 25th, red-breasted mer-
ganser with 13 young in 
Loch Ranza also on the 25th 
and a mute swan with sev-
en young in Lamlash on the 
26th.

But it was not all good 

news. Observers involved 
in regular shore bird counts 
reported increasing distur-
bance of nesting shore birds 
from human activity, in-
cluding dog walkers with 
dogs roaming freely. Some 
shores had no successful 
breeding oystercatchers this 
year. There were increasing 
reports of shore birds breed-
ing away from the shore 
perhaps because of this dis-
turbance. These includ-
ed oystercatchers nesting 
in a fl ower tub by Machrie 
Golf Course clubhouse, 
oystercatchers breeding by 
the distillery in Lochranza, 
common sandpipers breed-
ing in gardens in Blackwa-

terfoot and Lamlash, and 
ringed plover nesting in the 
sand quarry.

The birding highlight of 
the month was a red-backed 
shrike in Kingscross on the 
16th. The last record of this 
rare vagrant to Arran was 20 
years ago when a male was 
reported in Kildonan on 27 
September, 1997.  The next 
bird notes in the Banner will 
feature this species.

Other highlights included 
the following – four swift 
over Sliddery on the fourth.  
A nightjar churring in 
Dhunan on several consecu-
tive nights, in the middle of 
the month, was the fi rst Ar-
ran record since May 2015. 
A puffi n off Clauchlands 
Point on the 19th was the 
fi rst record this year and a 
garden warbler in Glenash-
dale on the 28th was also 
the fi rst record this year.

Cuckoos, whose decreas-
ing numbers are a cause for 
concern nationally, seem 
to be thriving on Arran. 
Throughout May and June 
there have been many wide-
spread reports. People need 
no prompting to report the 
fi rst cuckoo. How about 
reporting when you hear 
or see the last cuckoo this 
year? Most adult cuckoos, 
taking no part in rearing 
their young, leave around 
mid to late July. 

Juveniles leave breeding 
areas soon after they fl edge, 
quickly becoming inde-
pendent of their hosts be-
fore also migrating south, 
usually in late July and ear-
ly August. These young 
cuckoos have a white patch 
on the back of the head.
Finally in July, look out for 
early signs of breeding be-

ing over for some birds this 
year. These could include 
the return of some Arc-
tic breeding species to our 
shores. Remember July is 
the time when many birds, 
having raised their young, 
go about the process of re-
newing their feathers by 
moulting them. As birds are 
vulnerable when they are 
shedding fl ight feathers they 
hide. On any birding walk 
you may see fewer birds but 
they are still around. 

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Arran 
purchase the Arran Bird At-
las 2007-2012 as well as the 
Arran Bird Report 2016 and 
visit this website www.ar-
ranbirding.co.uk
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Numbers game
Lamlash is now Arran’s most populous 
village; Corrie is the island’s most elderly 
village; Shiskine has the youngest average 
age on the island and almost one quarter of 
the residents on Arran are 65 or over. The 
overall population is 4,643. 

These fi gures are not from published 
documents from the enumeration of Jan-
uary 10th, but details gleaned from the 
raw data. The most signifi cant fi nding is 
that there are no discernable great shifts. 
An increase of 100 people is modest. The 
new housing in Brodick and Lamlash has 
made a difference, but not a huge one, and 
the share of elderly people has remained 
roughly the same as at the last enumera-
tion in 1993.

Interestingly, the population of peo-
ple under 15 has dropped a little but the 
proportion of working age people has in-
creased. The total number of permanently 
occupied dwellings on the island is 1,873. 
There are 606 holiday homes and a further 
66 vacant properties for sale. The enumer-
ations started in 1965 when there was gen-
uine concern at Arran’s failing population 
which was at 3,162 then, having fallen 
from 4,656 at the national census in 1951.

New ideas
Kilmory Post offi ce changes hands this 
weekend. Owners for the last four years, 

Kate and Bernard Duffy are moving to 
Shiskine. Taking over and feeling buoy-
ant about it are John and Jean Fitzpatrick 
with, soon to join them, 19-year-old son 
Ross. From Kilmarnock, John’s mother 
lives at Lenamhor so they know the area 
well. They are also well aware of the diffi -
culties of running a business and have the 
enthusiasm to do it.

They will run the shop and cafe from 
Thursday to Sunday offering simple but 
appetising food and are considering open-
ing in the evenings as a youth cafe giving 
young people a place to go. One curious 
twist is that over ten years ago John helped 
a former owner to build the house above 
the Post Offi ce. Now they will live in the 
house he helped to build.

No show
Brodick Cinema has had to cancel its 
forthcoming performances as the projector 
has broken down. With a full programme 
of fi lms aimed at the younger age group, 
they had no projectionist last Thursday 
and more than 50 cinema-goers eager to 
see Star Wars. Regular projectionist Jim-
my Park was away but eventually they got 
it going.

With this new fault, and Jimmy still 
away, they need a technician from the 
mainland and none is expected before 
Monday so they have had no choice but to 
cancel this weekend’s shows.

Principal speakers at the Brodick Golf centenary gala dinner were Robbie Glenn, captain 
Willie Innes, Ernest Bernard and Jim McKelvie, pictured with their wives. B28twe01

Dougie Henderson, an ambulance technician for four-and-a-half years, has quali� ed as 
an ambulance paramedic. He is pictured with fellow paramedics Je�  Dawson and Neil 
Gillies. B28twe02

Kildonan Fun Week got under way on Sunday with a nature walk but the � rst vigorous 
activity was the junior mountain bike treasure hunt. A good number of youngsters set 
out with enthusiasm to seek their quarry. B28twe04

Shiskine Hall committee members poised to capture the � rst duck over the line during 
last Saturday’s duck derby. B28twe03

Winners of the annual Charity Texas Scramble at Shiskine, Big Dave’s Divots, with Robert 
Waine representing the main sponsors Alliance and Leicester. B28twe05
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magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
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10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
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Drive Times

ROOFING AND TILING

ROOFING & 
TILING SPECIALISTS

UPVC gutters/down pipes and fascias/Flat roofs

CALL NOW FOR A QUOTE
* 01294 275 273 * 07864 833696

M White & Sons
NOW COVERING THE ISLE OF ARRAN

FREE TO UPLIFT
Cream leather chair in good 
condition Tel: 870252

UNDER £50
Two small yew coffee ta-
bles, folding sides, £30 
each. One yew corner 
unit £50. All three can be 
bought as a lot for £100. W/
Bay 700680
2x5hp outboard engines 
working order offers Tel: 
07792 452814
Black & Decker electric 
strimmer working order 
Tel: 07792452814
Steel gun cabinet vgc di-
mensions: 82cmx30cmx-
22cm £50 ono Tel: 850540

OVER £50
Black bedroom furniture 
suite - 2x double & 1x sin-
gle/joined mirrored ward-
robes, 2 sets of 5 drawers 
and 2 bed side tables with 3 
drawers on each £600 ono 
Tel: 870378

Please phone 01770 303505 and leave a message

16 FOOT INSHORE FISHING BOAT
Yamaha 3.5hp engine, spare fuel tank, 
oars & rowlocks, bilge pump, day 
anchor plus complete heavy mooring, 
winter cover, bow & stern warps, 
painted and freshly antifouled, ready 
for the water, lying Brodick.
Was advertised for £750.00 
now accept sensible o� ers.

Mob: 07876027305 (Arran)

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 SRI CDTI
13 plate.  25,638 
miles. MOT to 
March ’18.  VGC 
inside & out.

£7750
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Public Notice Property

RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Social Care Worker x 3 posts | NAY02638 

37 hrs per week | £11.05 - £12.10 per hour

Montrose House, Brodick, Isle of Arran

Closing date: 20th July 2017

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 04.08.17. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

17/00688/PP; Plot 3 Site To North Of Doonhill Harbour View Blackwaterfoot Brodick 
Erection of 1.5 storey detached dwelling house to include means of access, parking 
and garden ground.
17/00707/PP; Site To North East Of Oakbank Lamlash Brodick Isle Of Arran; Erection 
of 1 and 1/2 storey dwelling house
17/00708/PP; Site To West Of Drummoyne Blackwaterfoot Brodick Erection of 1 and 
1/2 storey dwelling house
17/00713/PP; Congregational Church Manse Sannox Brodick Isle Of Arran Erection 
of temporary extension to rear of church

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
BUILDINGS IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Listed Building Consent.
17/00714/LBC; Congregational Church Manse, Sannox, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Erection of temporary extension to rear of church.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

FOR SALE  
Part conversion of a beautiful Barn within 
farm steading. Shiskine Valley. Views to 
Goatfell. 2/3 beds, farm kitchen, dining 
room/sitting room, sun lounge, utility, 

garage. 

O� ers £250,000.
To view now call 01770 860164.
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CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

DEATHS

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday 16th July

11am Holy Communion
Mr John Roberts

 Coffee after service
Wednesday 19th July
 “Council of the Isles” 
with Holy Communion
Skipness 12.00 noon.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish assistant:

Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted in 

the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 16th July                                                                                              

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Worship

Pirnmill Church, 10.15am 
Morning Worship

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship 
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 16th July
 Family Worship will be

conducted by Rev Elizabeth 
Watson at 10.30am.

  Crèche facilities will be 
available in the Church Hall. 
Tea and coffee will be served 
immediately after the service. 
Please stay and enjoy more 

fellowship.
 All most welcome. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 16th July

Rev Lily McKinnon
Kilmory 10 am

Lamlash11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 16th July

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after 
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for 

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 16th July
Vigil Mass 7.30pm
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 16th July

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick 

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome 

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakes meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday July 6, Tom Gra-
ham Trophy, CSS 65, par 
64. Scratch, D MacFarlane 
66, better last three holes. 
Magic twos, QJ Young at 
16th, D MacFarlane and 
Stuart Campbell both at 
13th. 1 Todd Jameson 66-
4=62 and the Tom Graham 
Trophy, 2 Graeme Andrew 
73-9=64, 3 Stuart McLaren 
77-12=65, 4 Iain Murchie 
71-5=66.
 Sunday July 9, Hamilton 
Bowl, bogey competition, 
CSS 64, par 64. Winner 
John O’Sullivan -5.

Saturday July 8, Club 
Championship quarter-
fi nals. The players who 
went through to the semi fi -
nals were Dougie MacFar-
lane, Neil Stewart, Todd 
Jameson and Iain Murchie. 
The two semi-fi nal games 
on Sunday July 9 were very 
close. Neil beat Dougie af-
ter 19 holes. Todd beat Iain 
4+3.

Ladies’ section: Wednes-
day July 5, Fleet 4, CSS 65, 
par 65, 10 played. 1 Shee-
na Murchie 81-16=65, 2 
June Richardson 94-25=69, 
3 Kate McAdam 84-14=70. 

Duke of Edinburgh kayak expedition

The gold Duke of Edinburgh group left Arran on Monday for their assessed expedition. Initially travelling to Fort 
William, they began their kayak paddle on Tuesday, taking them through the Great Glen to Inverness. Quite a paddle of 
four days with more than � ve hours a day in the kayak. Here are the group before they left with their instructor Martin 
Wood. Left to right are Rory McKenna, Kirsty Kerr, Tom Mowatt and George and Max Doubleday. 

Scratch, Sheena Murchie 
81.

Fixtures: Friday July 14, 
I Cannon charity day, four-
ball stableford in aid of 
Santa’s Sparkle, make up 
own fours, see starter for 
times. Saturday July 15, 
Club Championship fi -
nal: Neil Stewart v Todd 
Jameson at 1pm and 5pm. 
Sunday July 16, Frank 
Crum Day, foursome at 
12.30pm. Wednesday July 
19, Ladies’ Open Tri-am, 
spaces still available, call 
700591. Monday July 24, 
mixed fours open compe-
tition. Thursday July 20, 
Summer Cup and Scratch 
Cup 3, make up own 
games, see starter for times.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday July 5, Sum-
mer Trophy round 11, 22 
played. CSS stayed at 63 
and Stuart McGregor con-
tinued his winning habit 
for 2017 by romping home 
with a fi ne net 60 to win 
by two from club champi-
on Danny Head. 1 Stuart 
McGregor 18, 60, 2 Danny 
Head 5, 62, 3 Nicol Auld 4, 
63, ACB and lowest gross. 
4 David Brookens 11, 63. 
Magic twos Steven Baillie 
and Owen Quigley both at 
the 17th.

Sunday July 9, The Whit-
ing Bay Improvements 
Trophy. Despite a pessi-
mistic forecast, the Sunday 

morning weather was teas-
ingly dry early enough to 
tempt nine brave souls onto 
the golf course. A cruel 
trick. The heavens opened 
mid morning to make con-
ditions decidedly unpleas-
ant. Five players managed 
to return cards and Douglas 
Auld came in with a very 
creditable net 64 to win by 
two shots. Unsurprisingly,
CSS went out to 65 and 
there were no magic twos. 
1 Douglas Auld 22, 64, 2 
Graeme Mack 6, 66 ACB 
and lowest gross, 3 Mark-
us Kroner 7, 66.

Fixtures: Sunday July 16, 
the Raymond Curtis Sal-
ver Open. Wednesday July 
19, the McLintock Cup. 
Saturday and Sunday July 
22 and 23, the Armitage 
Groundworks Whiting Bay 
Golf Club gents’ open.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday July 5, champi-
onship qualifying round 1, 
1 J Innes 69-9=60, 2 D Jef-
frey 69-8=61, 3 D Logan 
71-9=62. Scratch E McK-
innon 65. Lots of magic 
twos but none that matched 
the drawn number.

Saturday July 8, champi-
onship qualifying round 2, 
1 M Elliot 74-16=58, 2 G 
Hendry 65-5=60 BIH, 3 J 
Innes 68-8=60. Scratch E 
McKinnon 64. Magic twos 
A MacDonald.

Championship qualifi -

ers: D Jeffrey v J Adams, 
G Hendry v J Innes, G An-
drew v R Logan and D Lo-
gan v E McKinnon.

Fixtures: Saturday July 
15, sweep, ballots at 9am 
and 2pm.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday July 5, Summer 
Cup, 34 played, CSS 65. 1 
Iain Keen 73-10=63, 2 Greg 
McCrae 69-5=64, ACB, 3 
Terry Raeside 74-10=64. 
Scratch, Ross Duncan 68.

Sunday July 9, Mar-
chioness of Graham Tro-
phy, bogey competition, 
15 played, CSS 1 up. 1 Iain 
MacDonald 7, 2 up, ACB, 2 
Nicol Hume 14, 2 up, 3 Bil-
ly Armit 10, 1 down ACB. 
Tuesday July 11, Stronach 
foursomes, 14 played. 1 
Ann J May and Isobel Mac-
Donald, 80-11.5=68.5, 2 
Susan Butchard and Lesley 
Murray 89-19=70, 3 Mar-
garet Roxburgh and Trish 
Martin 95-22.5=72.5.

Fixture: Sunday July 16, 
Graham Putter, draw at 
noon on Saturday.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday July 6, Vice-Cap-
tain’s Prize, Ladies, 28 
played, CSS 44. Silver: 1 
Jane McDonald 55-12=43, 
2 Elizabeth Kelso 56-
12=44. Scratch Jane Mc-
Donald 55 BIH. Bronze: 1 
Fiona Scott 63-15=48 BIH, 
2 Jessie Hutton 66-18=48.

CAMERON - Jean 
(Brodick)
Peacefully on 8th July 2017, 
beloved wife of the late Dun-
can Cameron and dear moth-
er of Ann, Fiona and Katie and 
well respected mother-in-law, 
much loved by her grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren.  
Body donated to medical re-
search.  Memorial service on 
24th July at Brodick Church at 
11.30am.

McNEISH - Mrs Betty 
McNeish
Following upon her recent 
death, the family would like 
to express their gratitude for 
all the acts of fellowship, 
friendship, caring and 
kindness extended to Betty 
throughout her last years, 
months and weeks.  In 
particular, we would like 
to thank the many visiting 
members of the NAC 
care team, the community 
nursing team and local 
GPs. The compassion and 
professionalism displayed 
by all the staff of the Arran 
War Memorial Hospital 
throughout her fi nal weeks.  
The sensitivity of the Hendry 
Funeral service team. The 
tender and apposite memorial 
services delivered by the 
Reverend John Webster.  The 
welcoming reception laid on 
by the staff in the Lagg Hotel.  
Special thanks to family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their expressions of sympathy 
in cards and phone calls and, 
fi nally, sincere thanks to all 
who gathered at Kilmory 
churchyard for the committal 
service.
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Footie father and son 
lift island tennis title

Connor remembered at 
memorial race meeting

There is another trophy 
in the cabinet for former 
Rangers and St Mirren 
player Steven Thompson 
as he lifted an Arran tennis 
trophy with his son, writes 
Colin Smeeton.

Shiskine Golf and Ten-
nis Club’s annual Reynier-
McDavid Tennis Cup was 
fought over by the fi rst 
fortnight holidaymakers on 
Thursday July 6.

The tournament draws 
adults and children in pairs 
in a random draw which 
takes place on the after-
noon, so it was a bit of a 
surprise to have a father 
and son drawn together. 
The pairs must play their 
way to the semis via a 
round robin fi rst round, 
so that every pair gets at 
least two short four-game 
matches.

Father and son Steven 
and Struan Thompson 
beat mum Joanna Thomp-
son and partner in the clos-
est fi nal in living memory: 
6-6 in games followed by a 
10-8 in a tie breaker.

Mrs Thompson, Strath-
gryffe ladies fi rst team and 
daughter Olivia, Thorn 
Tennis Club, Bearsden, un-
der 12s, fought back from 
4-0 down, against nine-
year-old Thompson jun-
ior and Mrs Thompson’s 
pro-footballer husband – 
both also of Strathgryffe 

Tennis Club.
More than 30 players took 

part, watched by their fam-
ilies in the rain. The fact 
that the new tennis courts 
soaked up every shower 
that passed throughout the 
afternoon meant nobody 
noticed and play continued 
without a break.

The memory of Connor 
Smith from Machrie was 
honoured in Italy at the 
fourth annual Connor 
Smith Memorial quad and 
sidecar racing event held 
recently.

Members of the Nett 
and Nora Quad clubs, 
based in the United 
Kingdom, travelled to 
Italy to compete in the 
event, with many helpers 
and supporters making 
the journey, along with 
Connor’s dad Bill.

The event was held 
at the Cingoli club 
circuit, in the province 
of Macerata, Italy, with 
fantastic weather and clear 
blue skies for the entire 
weekend.

Eight UK quad riders 

Finalists at the Reynier-McDavid Tennis Cup were, left to 
right, runners-up Olivia Easson and Joanne Thompson, 
Ken Macfarlane, tournament director, and the winners 
Struan and Steven Thompson.

Above, riders gather 
around Connor’s memorial 
stone before the race. 

Left, Bill Smith (second left) 
with the participants at the 
memorial event. 

Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

attended the meeting 
where the host club, MC 
Fagioli, made all the UK 
visitors exceptionally 
welcome.

The event, at the iconic 
grand prix venue where 
young Connor tragically 
lost his life in 2013, is 
now fi rmly fi xed in the 
European race calendar.

British championship 
and NORA-MX organiser 
Stuart Walker said: ‘I have 
never experienced such a 
welcome anywhere in the 
world of racing. 

‘The Italian club offi cials 
and members seem to have 
adopted Bill, who was 
with us for this memorial 
meeting.’

A touching moment, 

was a gathering of all the 
bikes and riders present, at 
Connor’s memorial stone 
on the Sunday morning 
before racing started. The 
UK quad riders included 
Mark Mclernon, Murray 
Graham, Mark Wilson, 
Michael Robinson, Adam 
Robinson, Alex Sheppard, 
Harry Walker and Matt 
Alberti.

Harry Walker was the 
fi rst Britain to provide a 
result in race one, with a 
third place, with Murray 
Graham also taking third 
in race two. 

Murray’s 5-3 result took 
the third place on the 
podium behind Andrea 
Cesari, and Simone 
Mastronardi.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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Lamlash 5
Northend 0

Brodick 5
Southend 1

Brodick take the spoils 
in top of the table clash
Both teams went into this 
top of the table clash level 
on points but the home 
team blew the Southenders 
away with a fi rst class per-
formance. 
 However, it was the visi-
tors who took an early lead 
through a possible goal of 
the season. Centre back 
Danny Head picked the ball 
up on the halfway line, then 
took it forward and shot 
from 40 yards with the ball 
screaming into the top cor-
ner of the net.

Brodick scored straight 
from the restart, though, 
when Archie McNicol 
latched onto a through ball 
and powered it low into 
the corner. This was the 
theme of the game from 
then on, with Owen ‘Pele’ 
Quigley and Archie run-
ning the show up front. Ar-

Owen ‘Pele’ Quigley 
outjumps an opposition 
player. 01_B28footy02

Lamlash may have won 
this home match convinc-
ingly but at least Northend 
were able to avoid their re-
cent drubbings with a new 
goalkeeper and a better 
shape to their defence.

Johnny Sloss was the star 
of the show, winning Willie 
Sillar’s man of the match 
award and bagging himself 
two goals.

Grant Adamson also got 

chie grabbed a second af-
ter blasting another one 
from the edge of the box, 
giving Fraser McKenzie 
no chance in the Southend 
goal.

Matthew Dobson added 
a third before half-time af-
ter hitting a long range shot 
which ran into the corner of 
the goal after a mix-up be-
tween Danny and Fraser. 
John Drummond received 
a booking for foul play 
and then Ryan Armstrong 
and Matthew also got their 
names taken.

The second half kicked 
off and straight away Ar-
chie found himself in 
a one-on-one situation 
against Fraser and made 
no mistake in scoring his 
hat-trick. Southend pushed 
more boys forward to try 
to get something back but 
Andy Thomson and Dob-
son were breaking up all 
of the play in the centre of 

midfi eld and anything that 
did get through was cleared 
by the defence or by Gre-
gor in goal. 

Archie completed the 
scoring when he turned 
Gavin Gilbert and blasted 
another into the net to take 
his tally up to 20 for the 
season.

Referee Jack McNally 
gave Andy Thomson the 
man of the match for play-
ing in a different role in the 
centre of midfi eld but be-
ing very effective in both 
attacking and breaking up 
play to win the ball back.

Brodick now sit three 
points clear at the top of the 
table with Southend now 
needing to win all their 
games to force a play-off, 
unless Brodick slip up else-
where. However, the Orwin 
House-sponsored boys are 
strong favourites to make it 
four Arran Dairies League 
championships in a row.

another two goals to his 
collection, with young 
Kyle Campbell getting the 
other one.

Monday night’s fi xtures 

will see Lamlash entertain 
Brodick and Southend take 
on Shiskine at home. Both 
games have a 6.30pm kick-
off.

Southend’s Corey Allan challenges � eet-footed 
John Drummond for possession. 01_B28footy04

‘Pele’ attempts to inter-
cept the ball destined 
for Southend’s Danny 
Head. 01_B28footy03

Brodick players and the opposition goalkeeper 
challenge for the ball.  01_B28footy05

Grinduro
comes to
Arran
The celebration of cycling 
that is Grinduro will be tak-
ing place this weekend with 
a cycling race, camping, 
live music, food, art and 
equipment displays and a 
festival atmosphere.

The various events are 
taking place mainly across 
the eastern side of the is-
land with the bulk of them 
taking place on forested 
tracks and off-road paths. 
The 145 entrants at this 
year’s event will be coming 
from all four corners of the 
globe, including California 
where the event also takes 
place near the Sierra Ne-
vada mountains.

Combining a cycling, mu-
sic and food festival, Grin-
duro Scotland promises 
to be an exciting and fun-
fi lled event for serious cy-
clists and amateurs alike 
with a selection of the best 
of all cycling events: endur-
ance and gravel bike racing. 
Grinduro will take place 
from today (Friday) un-
til Sunday with four timed 
racing events and a host 
other activities all based at 
Arran High School.

A full schedule of events 
is available on the Grindu-
ro website at www.grindu-
ro.com.

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Connor remembered at 
memorial race meeting


