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New £48.5m ferry hit by 
further shipyard delays
The new £48.5 million Ar-
ran ferry is seriously be-
hind schedule, the Banner 
can reveal.

It means that the new MV 
Glen Sannox is highly un-
likely to be in service for 
the start of the main sum-
mer season next year.

And the Ferguson ship-
yard on the Clyde where 
she is being built has come 
in for some sharp criticism 
from Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Ltd (CMAL) which 
has accused the yard of 
slow progress and has ad-
mitted the revised delivery 
date of winter 2018/2019 
cannot now be met.

There have been months 
of speculation that all was 
not going well with the new 
ferry, the fi rst dual fuel ves-
sel to be built in the UK, 
which can use liquefi ed 

It’s complete Madness at high school

The cast of Our House are in full voice led by Joe Casey (Innes Thorborn) on the opening night of the Arran High 
School Madness musical which has been on all week. Review and more pictures on pages 10 and 11.

natural gas (LNG) and ma-
rine gas oil (MGO).

The MV Glen Sannox is 
currently undergoing in-
ternal outfi tting at the Fer-
guson shipyard in Port 
Glasgow where she was 
launched last November.

The Banner contacted Ar-
ran MSP Kenneth Gibson 
with our concerns and he 
admitted: ‘This is the fi rst I 
have heard of this.’

Mr Gibson has since been 
pressing CMAL for an-
swers and the company’s  
CEO Kevin Hobbs told 
him, as we went to press: ‘I 
can report that resources at 
the shipyard have been sig-
nifi cantly below our expec-
tations and as a result pro-
gress has been less than we 
would anticipate.

‘It is our assessment that 
the date (winter 2018/2019) 
cannot be achieved as we 
are some seven months af-
ter launch.

‘CMAL keeps pressing 
the shipyard for a cardi-
nal date programme but 
this has not been provided 

despite repeated requests. 
This is very frustrating for 
all concerned.

‘We continue to seek ad-

ditional tonnage but this 
has not yielded any results 
despite our best efforts. 
The decisions regarding 

vessel deployment lies with 
CalMac.’

Now Mr Gibson intends
Continued on page two

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk

See our four page 
festival preview 
on pages 15 - 18
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Continued from page 1
to raise the matter with 
transport minister Humza 
Yousaf when he chairs the 
next meeting of the Ar-
drossan Habour Taskforce 
at Holyrood next Thursday.

The Arran Ferry Com-
mittee believes the ves-
sel could be complete by 
February or March next 
year, but even that is now 
thought to be optimistic. 
Even then, the ferry will 
still need to undertake two 
months of rigorous sea tri-
als as the fi rst dual fuel fer-
ry, meaning it could be at 
least May, if not later, be-
fore she is handed over to 

the Caledonian MacBrayne 
for deployment.

Before the latest setbacks, 
the 102-metre roll on-roll 
off ferry was already six 
months late and spent sev-
eral months in dry dock as 
the bulbous bow had to be 
refabricated, following a 
design fl aw. A second simi-
lar vessel is also being built 
at Ferguson’s.

A spokeswoman for 
CMAL this week con-
fi rmed: ‘MV Glen Sannox 
is currently berthed at the 
shipyard in Port Glasgow 
and internal outfi tting is tak-
ing place, which includes in-
stallation of cabling, piping, 

generators, control modules 
and other components.

‘The MV Glen Sannox, 
and the second LNG fer-
ry, will require around two 
months of full familiarisa-
tion, as agreed with the op-
erator and the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA), 
because the vessels are the 
fi rst in the UK to use LNG.’

In another development, 
the Banner believes that the 
taskforce will next week 
confi rm that Ardrossan will 
remain open while the har-
bour is being upgraded, rul-
ing out even a temporary 
switch to Troon or another 
port, as has been suggested.

Ferry passengers were left 
increasingly frustrated last 
week at the repeated fail-
ure of the new passenger 
access system which forced 
them to alight and disem-
bark from the car deck.

The enclosed walkway, 
which cost £2 million, was 
built by the Spanish fi rm 
Adelte and was the cause of 
signifi cant delays ahead of 
the new Brodick ferry ter-
minal opening.

Now, just three months af-
ter the £30 million termi-
nal opened, there has, over 
the past few weeks, been 
a number of failures of the 

system. The result was that 
for three days foot passen-
gers had to access the ferry 
via the car deck.

The problems have led to 
accusations that the new 
terminal is ‘not fi t for pur-
pose’ and there is anger, 
too, that the terminal has al-
ready picked up an award 
for being the UK port infra-
structure project of the year.

One resident commented: 
‘The award that CMAL got 
for this terminal is a joke – 
no way does it improve the 
travelling experience.’

Another said on social 
media: ‘Once again had to 
board by the car deck ... this 
new terminal is not fi t for 
purpose. Something has to 
be done as this is happening 
far too often. What a waste 

of money. The old building 
served the public much bet-
ter than this supposed state-
of-the-art structure.’

Conservative council-
lor Timothy Billings, who 
is vice-chairman of the 
Clyde Ferry Stakeholders 
Group, has written to termi-
nal owner Caledonian Mar-
itime Assets Ltd (CMAL) 
and ferry operator Caledo-
nian MacBrayne (CalMac) 
demanding answers.

However, CalMac told the 
Banner it is a CMAL issue 
as it is part of the port infra-
structure. Engineers from 
Adelte have been on Arran 
for several weeks trying to 
resolve the issues.

Councillor Billings said: 

‘CMAL have to be honest 
about what the problem is 
and to tell us what they are 
going to do about it to en-
sure that we have a reliable 
terminal.

‘They also provide prop-
er waiting facilities even 
when the PAS is not func-
tioning. When passengers 
are using the car deck, fer-
ry staff actively guide peo-
ple towards the stairs and 
lift, and help people carry 
items up the stairs, leaving 
the lift for those who can-
not use the stairs.

‘I would encourage every-
body to write or email Cal-
Mac, CMAL and Transport 
Scotland with their experi-
ences of this terminal.’

CMAL confi rmed the pas-
senger access system was 
out of operation from June 
13 to 16 due to a fault with 
the extendable bridge that 
links the PAS to the ferry.

A spokeswoman for 
CMAL said: ‘Adelte tech-
nicians are currently ons-
ite at Brodick to carry out 
planned and routine main-
tenance and post-construc-
tion snagging. They were 
able to inspect the PAS and 
fi x the problem. The PAS is 
now safe to use and is back 
in operation. An investi-
gation will be conducted 
to explore the cause of the 
fault and identify if any fur-
ther work is required to pre-
vent future problems.’

Probe promised as new 
walkway is broken again

New £48.5m ferry hit by 
further shipyard delays

It may be  next May or even later before the MV Glen Sannox is in service.

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Friends say sad farewell to Willie
A who’s who of Arran lined Knowe Road 
outside Brodick Church last Thursday to 
say farewell to William Innes of Brodick 
who died on June 4 aged 86.

Known as Willie to his many friends, he 
was a stalwart of the Brodick Golf Club 
having been the club captain on three oc-
casions, winning the club championship 
eight times, along with numerous other 

accolades during his 70 years of support-
ing the club.

Willie also served in the Brodick Fire 
Brigade and the Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team, and was an active member of the 
community. 

Although a Brodick man through and 
through, Willie was interred at Sannox 
Cemetery where his wife is buried.

Willie’s funeral cortege leaves Brodick Church.

Disabled riding group wound up
An Arran group who pro-
vided riding for the dis-
abled is being forced to 
close its doors at the end of 
the month. 
The committee says it is 
‘with sadness’ that it has 
to announce that the Rid-
ing for the Disabled Arran 
Group is being wound up.

Founded in 2005 by Bar-
bara Tinto, with bespoke 
premises at her home, Oak-
bank, Lamash, and affi liat-
ed to RDA UK, the group 

was staffed totally by a 
small band of dedicated 
volunteers.

Sue Tozer of the RDA Ar-
ran Group said: ‘Against 
the odds we managed to 
continue when the Tinto 
family left the island, se-
curing the temporary use of 
a riding arena and grazing 
for ponies due to the gen-
erosity of local individuals.

‘There has now been a 
change in circumstances, 
partly due to our diminish-

ing number of fi t and able 
volunteers and the retire-
ment of two of the three 
designated  RDA ponies.

‘We wish to sincere-
ly thank the people of Ar-
ran for their support, the 
help and expertise of West 
of Scotland RDA, all our 
volunteers, past and pres-
ent, for giving their time 
and energy and, of course, 
all our riders and parents 
over the years for their hard 
work and commitment.’

New Lagg Distillery will 
be opening next spring

The iconic structure of the Lagg Distillery is rapidly taking shape. 

The new distillery at Lagg 
will be open to the public 
by next spring, Isle of Ar-
ran Distillers confi rmed this 
week.

The most recent milestone 
at the Lagg Distillery is the 
completion of the steel-
works. As highlighted in 
the Banner last month, with 
the structure now in place, 
the distillery has begun to 
take on its distinctive shape, 
overlooking the south coast 
of Arran and the Firth of 
Clyde. 

The new distillery has 
been positioned next to 
fi elds of barley that provide 
a portion of the malt cur-
rently used in distillation at 
Lochranza.

Come the turn of the year 
the copper pot stills will be 
installed, shortly followed 
by the fi rst production 
run with a heavily-peated 
(50ppm) spirit which will 
become in time the fl agship 
Lagg Distillery single malt 
scotch whisky.

Seven hundred of these 
casks were fi rst made avail-
able to purchase in Febru-
ary and, so far, have proved 
attractive to a variety of in-
dividuals from all over the 
world. 

Once the casks have been 
laid down they will remain 
at the distillery for a mini-
mum of 10 years of matu-
ration under the careful eye 
of Graham Omand, who 

has been appointed the dis-
tillery manager. Graham is 
the nephew of the Isle of 
Arran Distillers master dis-

tiller James MacTaggart. 
He has been working un-
der his uncle’s guidance at 
the Lochranza Distillery 

for more than eight years. 
Managing director Euan 
Mitchell said: ‘It is fantastic 
to see the vision turning into 

a reality. With just under a 
year to go until we plan to 
open the Lagg Distillery, 
we’re delighted to confi rm 
that everything is on target 
to be completed by spring 
next year.

‘We’re assembling a team, 
headed up by Graham, 
which will play an integral 
role in growing the business 
and producing rich, earthy 
and high-quality peated 
spirit.’

When fully operational in 
2019, the Lagg Distillery 
will increase Isle of Arran’s 
production capacity to two 
million litres. Further, the 
total visitor numbers to both 
distillery sites are expected 
to exceed 200,000 by 2020.
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Community
rallies to rescue 
Arran House
An emergency charity ap-
peal to save Arran House 
in Nepal has raised almost 
all of the £3,000 which will 
stave off its imminent clo-
sure after generous do-
nations and support from 
members of the Arran com-
munity were received over 
the weekend.

Words and pictures 
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

At a collaborative event 
with the Crafts and Com-
pany Collective, two anon-
ymous donations of £1,000 
each were made to the 
charity after the Banner 
earlier this month told of 
the plight of the destitute 
and orphaned children in 
an article, prompting one 
of them to make the dona-
tion.

The donations added to 

the fundraising by Crafts 
and Co who hosted their 
monthly craft day event at 
Whiting Bay Hall and in-
vited founder and fund-
raiser of Arran House, art-
ist Gordon Davidson, to 
the event. Selling artworks, 
items and images created 
by the Nepalese children 
of the charity, Kalaa Jyoti 
project, it raised £2,621.55 
from supporters and the 
two benefactors.

Among Gordon’s stall 
and supporting his cause, 
more than 25 exhibitors 
displayed their wares, fi ll-
ing the Whiting Bay Hall 
and the lesser hall and even 
the passageway between 
the two.

Selling everything from 
woodwork to clothing, ac-
cessories, plants and crock-
ery to trinkets, photographs 
and ornaments, the craft 
fair featured a huge vari-
ety of quality handmade 
items that are individually 
produced, artistic and often 
unique.

Crafts and Co mem-
bers had also been assist-
ing with the fundraising by 
helping to sell craft items 

at their various events that 
they recently attended, 
including the craft fair 
at Brodick Castle where 
bags, cushions and tea tow-
els were among the Nep-
alese-themed items for 
sale, helping to raise the 
much-needed funds.

Arran House, which was 
established in 2016, builds 
on the charitable work of 
Gordon, who has been in-
volved in helping orphans 
and destitute children in 
Nepal through his work 
and with the help of the 
Kalaa Jyoti Gurkhas.

Hoping to take the pro-
ject further and to estab-
lish a halfway house, Gor-
don hosted exhibitions 
on Arran and sold his art-
works and with the help of 
a generous donation from 
the Isle of Arran Distillery 
– and a successful garden 
party fundraiser held in 
Lady Jean Fforde’s garden 
– he helped raise enough 
money to establish and op-
erate Arran House.

Run by volunteers, Ar-
ran House – while under 
fi nancial strain to support 
the numerous young adults 

Gordon Davidson, centre, is joined by all nine members of 
the Crafts and Company Collective at the Whiting Bay Hall 
craft fair. 01_B25kalaa05
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relax at the
ASPA

For those looking to unwind, our skilled
therapists are on hand to provide relaxing

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of face and body
treatments using the finest products from

ESPA and ISHGA.

open daily from
9am for a range of
face and body
treatments

treat 
yourself to a 

mini facial
for just

£40
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and children it helps – has 
seen many success stories 
with a number of children 
provided with opportuni-
ties to become productive 
members of society and 
leaving Arran House to 
start careers that have ena-
bled them to support them-
selves and their families.

Gordon said: ‘I can’t 
thank the Crafts and Co 
collective and the two un-
believably generous donors 
enough for all their won-
derful support. What I can 
promise is that every pen-

ny will go to Arran House, 
which will give under-
privileged Nepali children 
their two A level years in a 
safe environment. It is the 
only one in Nepal.

‘The support from the Ar-
ran community will make 
a huge impact in the lives 
of children in Nepal. This 
week Adeep, Finjo and 
Tenzing leave Arran House 
with great exam results and 
jobs to go to. Sankar has 
one more year with us and 
we already have new re-
cruits who we will be able 

to take under our wing 
and hopefully give them a 
chance of a future that they 
don’t have right now.

‘We have narrowly saved 
Arran House for now but 
the struggle to keep it 
afl oat will be ongoing. If 
anyone would like to sup-
port this worthwhile cause 
or if any businesses wish 
to support or sponsor Arran 
House on a regular basis, 
then please do get in touch 
– your help could change 
the lives and offer hope to 
under privileged children.’

Crafts were displayed in the main hall, lesser hall and in the passageway between the 
two. 01_B25kalaa02

More than 25 exhibitors displayed their wares at the Crafts and Company Collective fair 
at Whiting Bay Hall. 01_B25kalaa01

Gordon Davidson describes 
the work that is being done 
to help the orphans in 
Nepal with two interested 
visitors. 01_B25kalaa04

Rob Grant of Whiting 
Bay with some of his 

hand-crafted wooden 
products. 01_B25kalaa03
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Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Bunting bid for Brodick
A bid is being made to get Brodick brimming with 
bunting for Highland games day.

While the Brodick Highland Games committee put 
bunting up through the village last year, some busi-
nesses put bunting up for the games as well, includ-
ing Hunters guest house, and other companies have 
also done so.

Games secretary Sheila Gilmore said: ‘This was 
very much appreciated, both by the visitors and also 
the games committee, making the whole appeal of the 
day more festive, and we wondered if we might try 
to encourage more local businesses to do this sort of 
thing as this would add to the celebration of the occa-
sion. Bunting is inexpensive to purchase and it would 
be lovely to see the whole of Brodick celebrating our 
wonderful Highland games.’ 

The games are on August 4 this year at Ormidale 
Park.

Kirsty bakes for 
heroes

Kirsty Park is hosting a bake sale in aid of Help for Heroes.

Whiting Bay mum Kirsty 
Park will be donning her 
apron and baking to raise 
money for the forces char-
ity which supports her vet-
eran dad.

Kirsty is taking part in 
Help for Heroes’ Bake for 
Heroes initiative by holding 
a baking sale on Tuesday 
June 26, at Whiting Bay 
Hall from 11am to 1pm.

Kirsty, mum to two-year-
old son Thorin and fi ve-
month-old Freyja, said: ‘I 
decided to host this bake 
sale because my dad An-
drew, a former 17/21st 
Lancer in the army, is a 
benefi ciary of Help for He-
roes and a member of their 
Band of Brothers benefi -
ciary support network, so 
I wanted to help and give 
something back.

‘I also wanted to take the 
opportunity to reach out 
to any veterans who might 

live on the island in case 
they are isolated. I’ll be 
putting out Help for Heroes 
information on the day, in 
case it could help someone 
beyond the bake sale.

‘The local Co-op has do-
nated £50 worth of home 
baking already, and I’ve 
already had a lot of offers 
from locals to provide tab-
let and cakes. It’s going to 
be fantastic, I’m so excited 
about it. It would be great 
to see people coming along 
to have a home-made cake 
or even just popping in to 
fi nd out how Help for He-
roes supports wounded, in-
jured, and sick veterans and 
family members.

‘If you’re not able to 
make it but still want to get 
involved, you can donate 
by contacting me on Face-
book. I am happy to take 
donations and put them in 
the collection box lead-

ing up to the day if people 
would like to do that.’

Ailsa Alcock, Help for 
Heroes regional fundrais-
ing manager for Scotland, 
said: ‘We are extremely 
grateful to Kirsty for fund-
raising to help our wound-
ed, injured and sick veter-
ans. 

‘We are always touched 
when any of our bene-
fi ciaries’ families help 
raise funds, as it makes it 
so much more personal. 
I hope the people of Arran 
will support her event 
and enjoy some delicious 
home-made baking, while 
also helping a good cause.’
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Free film screened 
in plastics fight
Two environmental groups 
on Arran are getting to-
gether tonight (Saturday) to 
show the fi lm Albatross, by 
American artist, photogra-
pher and passionate oceans 
advocate Chris Jordan.

This fi lm is both beautiful 
and tragic. However, be-
cause of the powerful con-
tent, the makers ask that the 
fi lm should only be shown 
to those over 12 years of 
age.

The fi lm is being staged 
jointly by the Community 
of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST) and the new TAP 
Arran (Think About Plas-
tic) group who consider the 
issues of plastic ocean pol-
lution so important that the 
fi lm will be shown free of 
charge. 

Donations will be wel-
come and after covering 
costs will be divided equal-
ly between the fi lm-maker, 
COAST and TAP Arran.

The fi lm will start prompt-
ly at 7pm in the community 
theatre in Lamlash.

First communion is 
celebrated on Arran
Three Arran schoolchildren 
received their fi rst com-
munion at the Holy Cross 
Catholic Church in Brodick 
on Sunday June 10.

Kacper Batyra, Warren Jackson and Neha Ann Bino all 
received their � rst Holy Communion. 

Kacper, Warren and Neha with their families and Father Noel Colford. 

Neha Ann Bino, Kacper 
Batyra and Warren Jack-
son received the sacrament 
from Father Noel Colford 
at the mass attended by pa-

rishioners and family and 
friends from the island and 
the mainland.

The children’s prepara-

tion had been led by Father 
Noel and catechist Eliza-
beth Wilkinson. The church 
was beautifully decorated 

by parishioners and light 
refreshments and home 
baking were enjoyed after 
mass.

BUILDING MATERIALS

SHOP WITH US

TIMBER

GAS & COAL

ANIMAL FEED
TRADE & DIY WELCOME!

DELIVERED BY

T: 01770 302777 E:INFO@ARRANHAULAGE.CO.UK
HOME FARM, BRODICK, ISLE OF ARRAN KA27 8DD
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Thought for the week
‘Trust in the Lord and do 
good; dwell in the land 
and enjoy safe pasture. 
Take delight in the Lord, 
and he will give you the 
desires of your heart.’ 
Psalm 37:3

Wrong traffic
Sir,
I could not get on two fer-
ries at Lochranza on the 
morning of June 12 due to 
many road surfacing ve-
hicles. I have sent the fol-
lowing email to the CEO of 
CalMac.

‘I planned on spending 
the day on Kintyre. I ar-
rived to catch the 8.15am 
ferry and found that I could 
not get on it because of a 
lot of heavy road repair 
equipment. I waited for the 
9.30am ferry and could not 
get on that either because 
of many large road surfac-
ing lorries.

‘The road was badly 
jammed in Lochranza be-
cause of the large lorries 
and the traffi c unable to get 
in the queue as a result, the 
corner position meant that 
it was dangerous.

‘There was absolutely 
no point in waiting for the 
next ferry as it would only 
give me a very short time 
on Kintyre before having to 
return and also the fear of 
not being able to get on a 
return ferry.

‘I feel that you are prior-
itising the wrong vehicles. 
I, for one, will not consider 
using this service again and 
I was not alone at the fer-
ry. There were many peo-
ple waiting to get on the 
ferry who were obviously 
on holiday and were having 
their plans ruined.  

The failure to catch this 
ferry means that you lost 
out on my fare for a car 
and four adults. Kintyre 
also lost out on providing 
meals, refreshements and 
anything else I may have 
bought while over there. As 
I stated, I will not consider 
this trip again as the same 
thing may happen.

‘You should come to 
some arrangement with 
the road surfacing compa-
ny to lay on a special fer-

ry at their expense for such 
a large amount of vehicles 
that totally restrict normal 
passengers. The vessel is 
obviously not big enough 
to take the number of vehi-
cles wanting to use the fer-
ry.

‘My day’s plans were 
completely spoiled. It 
seems that now you have 
gained a new contract you 
are running the service to 
suit CalMac rather than 
the customer. The service 
should be bookable, so that 
both yourselves and cus-
tomers can plan with some 
kind of surety.

‘I do not suppose my 
complaint will make any 
difference to the way in 
which you operate, but 
I feel that you should be 
made aware that your ser-
vice is below an acceptable 
standard.’

Yours,
Stuart Whiston,
Crewe.

More thought
Sir,
The new  ferry termi-
nal may be a very attrac-
tive building when viewed 
from Brodick promenade. 
However, it is not so good 
when you fi rst use the new 
pier as a foot passenger on 
arrival from Ardrossan on a 
crowded ferry.

After the long airport- 
style walk, one arrives in 
the midst of a tight mass 
of passengers descending 
the staircase or wait ages 
for one’s turn to use a lift 
by which time the bus you 
planned to catch has left!

This system may suit the 
young and sprightly with 
only a wee bag, but aside 
from being daunting for the 
older traveller what about 
mothers arriving at that 
down staircase with three 
kids and luggage?

Why on earth, having 
spent around £30 million, 

could the architects not 
have specifi ed a sloping 
powered walkway or an es-
calator?

The system for those 
coming over to the island 
with a car is so much sim-
pler in terms of disem-
barking but a wee bit more 
thought is still needed if the 
Arran community want to 
have ALL passengers arriv-
ing without grumbles.

Yours,
J M Wilson
Prestwick

Slower oldie
Sir,
I must thank the Cal-
Mac staff for all the kind-
ness and help to assist me 
through the ‘tube’ recently. 
It was the fi rst time I need-
ed to ask for help – so not 
easy to accept – but now 
being a slower oldie, it was 
much appreciated.

Yours,
Mrs M Youseman
Shiskine

Summer show
Sir,
At a recent meeting of 
the committee of the Ar-
ran Horticultural Socie-
ty, the main item for dis-
cussion was the summer 
show to be held on August 
8 in the High School. The 
show schedule, which will 
be available before the end 
of July, was discussed and 
agreed.

It was noted that the 
schools, which normal-
ly participate in the spring 
show, had requested the 
availability of the chil-
dren’s section in the sched-
ule. We are very hopeful 
that this will result in in-
creased entries in the this 
section this summer by 
members of youth organi-
sations with whom we will 
be in contact. We are also 
hoping to see stronger en-
tries in the industrial sec-

tion, the wonderful skills 
are there, so please let us 
share them. Two classes 
we are fl agging up in good 
time from the decorative 
section are, fl ower arrange-
ment – Tutti Frutti and fl o-
ral art – Jazz Festival.

It may be noted that we 
are not hiring a coach to the 
Ayr Flower Show this year 
and it was noted that our 
membership still holds in 
the 80s, and that the Socie-
ty’s fi nances are sound.

Yours,
John Sillars,
Chairman.

Waste points
Sir,
Having been a frequent vis-
itor to Arran for 30 years I 
wanted to thank the island 
and it’s business owners 
for maintaining its contin-
ued warm and hospitable 
welcome to myself and my 
wife this last week. We en-
joyed superb catering and 
friendly service wherever 
we went and will be back.

One suggestion, however. 
As we are now campervan-
ers and mindful of the huge 
increase in this type of hol-
iday it would be benefi cial 
to increase the number of 
waste points from the pres-
ent two to serve wild camp-
ers like ourselves. It would 
encourage more visitors to 
the island and surely bring 
fi nancial benefi ts accord-
ingly.

Yours,
Paul and Lynne Mosley,
Hemel Hempsted.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Waiting game
It is disappointing in the 
extreme to learn that there 
are signifi cant delays to the 
new Arran ferry, the MV 
Glen Sannox.

There has been rum-
blings for months concern-
ing progress, but nothing 
concrete. The Banner wait-
ed three weeks after asking 
for an update from CMAL.

Now, it is clear why. The 
£48.5 million ferry is way 
behind schedule because 
of slow progress at the Fer-
guson’s shipyard where it 
is being built. That is real-
ly disappointing, too, given 
the delight when it was an-
nounced that the new ves-
sel was to be Clyde-built.

So what has gone wrong? 
There has been problems 
right from the start after a 
‘design fl aw’ led to months 
in dry dock to have the 
bulbous bow refabricated 
following the launch. 

And CMAL are now 
blaming ‘resources’ at the 
shipyard for the delays – 
presumably meaning the 
yard is trying to do too 
much work with too few 
workers.

On top of that, when it is 
fi nally ready and leaves the 
shipyard it will have to un-
dergo two months of sea 
trials because it is the fi rst 
vessel built in the UK to 
use greener liquifi ed na-
tional gas (LGN).

All of which leaves the 
question – just when will 
we see the MV Glen San-
nox on the Arran ferry 
route?
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Classic motorcycles next on show
The fi fth annual Classic Motorcycle Show 
at the Arran Heritage Museum is expected 
to be their biggest yet.

The response to invitations to members 
of mainland clubs and local enthusiasts in-
viting them to show their machines,  in-
cluding off-road machines, so far indi-
cates that there will be a very memorable 
turnout on the day.

The show starts on Sunday July 1 at 
1.30pm, when a parade of gleaming vehi-
cles will be lined up on the lawn, and their 
owners will be on hand to discuss and ex-

plain their machines.  If any local owners 
that have not been invited would like to 
bring their machines and join the fun they 
will be made most welcome.

As musical accompaniment the Arran 
Pipe Band will play a set at approximate-
ly 2pm, and the Arran Jazz Café Band will 
play throughout the afternoon.

Café Rosaburn will be providing deli-
cious teas, snacks, burgers and meals and 
the famous museum tombola stand will 
also be handing out prizes to the lucky 
winners.

Traditional skills
at the museum
Traditional skills and crafts 
were on display at the an-
nual craft day held at the 
Arran Heritage Museum 
last Sunday.

Spread out under a mar-
quee on the expansive 
lawn, visitors were treat-
ed to a host of skills and 
crafts, many of which have 

Al� e Wilson and Phoenix Sharpe prove to be dab hands at 
the horseshoe toss. 01_B25craft03

been superseded by mod-
ern machinery and which 
are seldom seen in modern 
day life.

Working with wool, Ali-
son Barr and Rorie Ruther-
ford demonstrated spinning 
fl eece into wool and weav-
ing, using an old fashioned 
spinning wheel and a loom. 

Also on display were intri-
cate embroidery works and 
fi ne quilted duvet covers, 
pillow cases and throws.

Causing a fair bit of ex-
citement for the children - 
who were allowed a hands-
on demonstration – was the 
butter churching of Phyl-
lis Picken which was then 

used on scones and home-
baking which the adults and 
children then sampled.

Other traditional games 
for the children included a 
horseshoe toss and a throw-
ing challenge using bean 
bags.

For the adults and chil-
dren alike the allure of the 
tombola table proved a 
popular one as did the deli-
cious food and snacks pro-
vided by Cafe Rosaburn 
which were enjoyed in the 
shade in a seating area in 
the garden.

In addition to the ambient 
music provided by Alastair 
and Mungo Paul on gui-
tar and violin, visitors at 
the event enjoyed a spirit-
ed performance by the Ar-
ran Pipe Band.

Rorie Rutherford and Alison Barr explain the process of spinning and weaving to 
interested visitors. 01_B25craft01

Did I win?  Esme Lucas 
and Hannah Sharpe of 
Edinburgh try their luck at 
the tombola. 01_B25craft02

Penny Ferguson has a go at churning milk to make butter 
while her sister Rosie takes cover to avoid any spilled milk. 
01_B25craft04
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Welcome to 
the house 
of fun
It was utter madness at Ar-
ran High School on Tues-
day night – but boy was it 
fun.

The opening night of the 
school show Our House 
played to a packed commu-
nity theatre audience, who 
went home with a spring 
in their step and Madness 
songs in their ears.

After all, they had just 
spent a dizzying two and a 
half hours in the company 
of a happy gang of young-
sters who really worked 
hard to bring the show to 
life, especially in the fi rst 
half, when hit after Mad-
ness hit kept the tight pro-
duction bouncing along.

While the music is fun, 
the story itself has a dark-
er side with Joe Casey, su-
perbly played by Innis 
Thorborn, developing a 
split personality as a good 
Joe and a bad Joe.

I did not know the story 
of the musical and have to 
say I was a little confused 

Words and pictures
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

during the fi rst half by ex-
actly  what was going on, 
but that didn’t stop my en-
joyment of the show just by 
the enthusiasm of all those 
involved.

While Innes may have 
had the biggest role, being 
on stage for 95 per cent of 
the show, he was ably sup-
ported by his girlfriend 
Sarah (Eilidh Macpher-
son), best friends Emmo 
(James Smith) and Lewis 
(Ross Dobson), who made 
a great comedy duo, and 
sassy sisters Billie (Shan-
non Galbraith) and Angie 
(Leigh Boyd) doing it for 
themselves.

Daisy Urquhart-Dixon 
did a fi ne job as the shady 
Reecey, in what is usually a 
male role, as did mum Kath 
(Stella Riddell), in her fi rst 
principal role, and Joe’s 
dead dad (Rory Morrison), 
who acts as the show’s nar-
rator.

There were also some ex-
cellent dance moves in the 
show led by dance troupe 
captain Ellie Bonner and 
her talented team. 

Praise must also go to the 
band who really brought 
the whole musical to life 
with their talented arrange-
ments of the Madness 
songs we all know.

For some of the older 
students, this will be their 
swansong, and boy did 
they go out with a bang, but 
there was plenty younger 
talent on show as well to 
prove that the next school 
production is in safe hands.

The show was excellently 
directed by Steven Swan, 
who brought his produc-
tion team from the main-
land, but credit must go 
to all the local talent be-
hind the scenes, including 
the stage crew who, almost 
seamlessly, got the sets 
changed quickly.

If you are going tonight 
(Friday), you are guaran-
teed to have a good night 
but don’t go without a tick-
et as it is already a sell-out. 
Missing it was just mad-
ness.
� See next week’s Arran 
Banner for more photo-
graphs.

The cast spot danger ahead as they take a spin in the excellent makeshift car. 01_B25house09

Joe leads the dance troupe in a Tiller girls routine. 01_B25house15

Congratulations!
In celebration of

Lucy & Gavin’s Wedding
on

Saturday 30th June 2018

The Kinloch Hotel & leisure club

will be closed to the public all day.

No lunches or evening meals will be served.

Best  Wishes to  
the happy couple! 

BEST WESTERN Kinloch Hotel,  Blackwaterfoot,  The Isle of Arran   www.bw-kinlochhotel.co.uk  Tel:  01770 860444 

LucyGavin Closure poster .qxp_.  13/06/2018  21:32  Page 1

Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church Of Scotland
(SCO14005)

Monday summer 
coffee morning
25th June to 13th August

10.30am until 12 noon
in the church hall

Everyone welcome

Monday 2 July 2018, 6.30pm – 9pm

Isle of Arran 
In a private home - location 
details provided after booking.

Join cultural historian Lynn Holden as she 
reads extracts from her forthcoming book 
A Cultural History of Ghost Stories
Includes:- Writing workshop | Kosher bu� et

FREE | donations welcome 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL: 
www.scojec.org/ghost.html
All welcome | Suitable for children 

SCoJeC presents: 

The Dybbuk 
and other Ghost Stories

Joanne 07724 549817  | events@scojec.org | www.scojec.org/events.html

Scottish Council of Jewish Communities SCIO no. SC029438
This event is presented by SCoJeC and Live Literature, which is 
supported by Creative Scotland and managed by Scottish Book Trust
Supported by: 
Netherlee and Clarkston Charitable Trust Registered Charity no. 
SC042072 Scottish Charity 

Number SC027669
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Reecey and Emmo lead the vigorous dance routine. 01_B25house05

A comedy moment as Lewis tries to silence Emmo by 
putting a bucket on his head. 01_B25house07

The dance troupe strut their stu�  on stage. 01_B25house08

Bad Joe and Sarah celebrate their wedding in Las Vegas. 01_B25house12

In a poignant moment as Good Joe gives the title deeds of 
her home to his mum Kath. 01_B25house18

BOOK ONLINE £25 PER NIGHT

www.brodickbunkhouse.co.uk
sleep@brodickbunkhouse.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram
Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram

telephone : 01770 302 968

WARM WELCOME
SERVING TEA, COFFEE
Delicious Home Baking
‘Arran Larder’ BAR MEALS
SHARING PLATTERS
ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

F O O D  S E R V E D
EACH DAY UNTIL 9.30PM

ALWAYS A GENUINE
 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

2018
INDEPENDENT HOTEL OF THE YEAR
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Summer sunshine draws 
the crowds at school fair

Parents, family and friends 
fl ocked to the annual Brod-
ick Primary School fair, 
which was held in the 
school playground bathed 
in late afternoon sunshine 
last week.

Visitors, many attracted 
by the smells of barbecue 
burgers and hot dogs, had a 
host of stalls to browse and 
activities to enjoy.

 The most popular was the 
tombola and the bric-a-brac 
stall which had something 
for all ages, from children’s 
games to crockery, cut-
lery to books, and bears to 
homeware.

For the children, there 
was face painting, a net-
ball skills game and indoor 
activities which included 
a buried treasure competi-
tion, along with carnival-
style throwing games. 

Adult were also invited 
to take part in a guess the 
weight of the cake compe-
tition.

Doing a roaring trade, two 
volunteers at the school 
gates were kept busy sell-
ing raffl e tickets which vis-
itors snapped up to be in 
with a chance of winning 
prizes which had been do-
nated to the school.

Children from the school 
socialised with their friends 
and enjoyed the lively at-
mosphere, while others 
concentrated their efforts 
on the ever popular waf-
fl es on sale, dripping with 
sweet toppings.

Proceeds from the event 
are used throughout the 
year to contribute to school 
outings and activities.

Children browse the bric-a-brac stall. 01_B25BPS02

Jackie Colwell transforms children’s appearances into any animal or character with her 
face painting. 01_B25BPS01

Trevor and Laura Helliwell are busy at the burgers and hot 
dog barbecue. 01_B25BPS03

Visitors enjoy the summer sunshine and activities on o� er. 01_B25BPS05



Park’s of Hamilton (Townhead Garage) Limited is an Appointed Representative of Park’s of Hamilton (Holdings) Limited, FRN 308476 of 14 Bothwell Road, Hamilton, ML3 0AY, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Park’s of Hamilton 
(Holdings) Limited permitted business is Insurance Mediation and to act as a Credit Broker. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers to assist with your purchase, who may remunerate us for introducing you to them. Retail customers only.

Book a test driveAYR High Road KA8 0LL Tel 01292 613000 

COATBRIDGE Whifflet Street ML5 4RX  Tel 01236 441177

IRVINE Newmoor Roundabout KA11 4JZ  Tel 01294 221166

DUNFERMLINE Halbeath Interchange KY11 7EG  Tel 01383 556100

EAST KILBRIDE Whirlies Roundabout G74 3XH  Tel 01355 222722

MOTHERWELL Hamilton Road ML1 3DT  Tel 01698 264162

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the cars shown are: urban 39.2 (7.2)–47.1 (6); extra-urban 60.1 (4.7)–62.8 (4.5); combined 50.4 (5.6)–55.4 (5.1). The official CO2 emissions are 
127–114g/km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EU legislation and may not reflect real-life driving results.

0% APR
representative

Renault CLIO Dynamique Nav 1.2 16V 75
£169 deposit | £169 per month* over 4 years
includes £1,000 part exchange offer

New Renault CAPTUR Dynamique Nav TCe 90
£199 deposit | £199 per month* over 4 years
includes £1,000 part exchange offer

parks.uk.com/renault
Park’s

An extra £1000 o�*

when you part exchange
Free delivery to the Isle of Arran.

*Figures shown inclusive of £1,000 part exchange o�er for Clio Dynamique Nav 1.2 16V 75 based on £169 deposit, 48 monthly payments of £169, optional final payment £4,933, and for Captur Dynamique Nav TCe 90 based on £199 deposit, 48 
monthly payments of £199, optional final payment £6,050. Owner of the part exchange vehicle must be the registered owner for a minimum of three months. Finance provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 495, Watford WD17 1BR. Subject to 
status. Guarantees and indemnities may be required. You must be a UK resident (excluding the Channel Islands) and over 18. O�er based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Terms and conditions apply. O�ers cannot 
be used with other schemes or finance o�ers. Prices and o�ers shown are available on specified new vehicles when ordered and registered before 30 June 2018. Clio shown with optional i.d. metallic paint an extra £650. Captur shown with 
optional i.d. metallic paint and contrasting roof an extra £1,049.

IRVINE Newmoor Roundabout KA11 4JZ  01294 221166   parks.uk.com/renault

   Juke DIG-T 115: URBAN 39.8mpg (7.1L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 57.7mpg (4.9L/100km); COMBINED 49.6mpg (5.7L/100km); CO 2  emissions 128g/km.     New Qashqai DIG-T 115 2WD 
Manual : URBAN 42.8mpg (6.6L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 55.4mpg (5.1L/100km); COMBINED 50.4mpg (5.6L/100km); CO 2  emissions 129g/km.      
  Offer valid until 1 July 2018 at participating dealers only. Private retail customers only. Finance provided by Nissan Finance, PO Box 495, Watford WD17 1BR. Subject to status. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident 
(excluding Channel Islands). *Model shown is the Juke Acenta. Monthly payment is based on customer deposit of £4,275.00. 36 monthly payments of £162 and optional final payment of £6,486.94. ^Model shown is New Qashqai N-Connecta. Monthly payment 
is based on customer deposit of £6,065.00, 36 monthly payments of £176 and optional final payment of £11,326.48. Juke Acenta shown with optional Vivid Blue paint at £745. New Qashqai N-Connecta with Glass Roof Pack shown with optional Vivid Blue paint 
at £745. Minimum customer deposit of 25% on New Qashqai N-Connecta with Glass Roof Pack and Juke Acenta. Our dealership introduces customers to a limited number of finance providers including Nissan Finance. We may receive a commission from the 
finance provider for the introduction. Offers based on 10,000 miles pa, excess mileage 8p per mile. †3 year/60,000 miles (whichever comes first) manufacturer warranty, excludes wear and tear. Terms apply. **Pan-European breakdown services provided by RAC 
Motoring Services. ***£500 Nissan deposit contribution available when you test drive the New Nissan Qashqai and Nissan Juke. Offer is in conjunction with existing Nissan finance deals. For full T&Cs, see www.nissan-offers.co.uk/termsandconditions. Vehicle 
price includes first registration fee and 12 months’ road fund licence. Always drive carefully and attentively. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, in accordance with 2004/3/EC and intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect 
real driving results. (Optional equipment, maintenance, driving behaviour, road and weather conditions may affect the official results.) Information correct at time of print. Model shots shown are for illustration purposes only. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers 
Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS.  

 PRICE 
  JUKE ACENTA FROM   £162  /MONTH*
NEW QASHQAI N-CONNECTA
FROM   £176  /MONTH^
0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

 PERK 
  £500     TEST DRIVE DEPOSIT 
CONTRIBUTION*** 

 PROMISE 
  3     YR WARRANTY  † 

3 YR ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE** 

 NISSAN   3,   2,     1,     GO. 
CROSSOVER     TEST THE BEST

14TH JUNE – 1ST JULY
FREE DELIVERY TO THE ISLE OF ARRAN 

PROMISE 

IRVINE  Newmoor Roundabout KA11 4JZ  01294 221166   parks.uk.com/nissanPark’s
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Folk, fun, sun and music
The 24th Arran Folk Festival was another sparkling suc-
cess. Here are some more photos from the terrifi c open 
sessions held in the sunbathed terrace at the Douglas Ho-
tel in Brodick over the festival weekend.

Photographs by Hugh Boag

Accordionist Sam Mabbett from the Ella 
Munro Trio performs a tune. 01_B24folk01

Stuart Farrar and Maria Palmer on their 
whistles. 01_B24folk04

Bethany Walsh entertains on the her � ddle. 01_B24folk02

Kilmory’s Finlay Cable went down a treat. 
01_B24folk06

Mally Smith from Boston with a more 
mellow sound. o1_B24folk08

Jamie Campbell from Saltcoats got the 
crowd rocking. 01_B24folk07

The songs of Tim Pomeroy were well 
received. 01_B24folk15

Derek Shand got the crowd to their feet 
during a rousing set. 01_B24folk11

There can be little doubt 
it was a full house with 
others listening from the 
lawn giving it a real festival 
feeling. 01_B24folk18

Heather McLeod on the harp, Stuart Farrar 
on the whistle and Nickey Summer on 
guitar. 01_B24folk23
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This year is the 9th stag-
ing of the event and takes 
place from Friday June 29 
to Sunday July 1. The three 
day festival starts with the 
White Stag dinner on the 
Friday night, which has al-
ready sold out, while the 
main festival takes place on 
Saturday from 1am to 5pm 
with masterclasses, mini 
tours and tastings, live mu-
sic and a specialist whisky 
bar. Entry is free of charge. 

Incredibly popular, the 
masterclasses have also al-
ready sold out, however 
there are still limited spac-
es available for a whisky 
and chocolate masterclass 
and a whisky cocktail mas-
terclass which is hosted at 
Rowan House. Tickets, 
priced £25, can be booked 
at www.arranevents.com

There is music and en-
tertainment throughout the 
day, including a visit by the 

Arran Pipe Band and the 
Arran Brass Band. The ce-
ilidh which will be on Sat-
urday evening in the grand 
marquee in the distillery 
grounds is not to be missed, 
if you can get tickets. 

On Sunday, between 
12pm and 3pm, the survi-
vors dram will round off 
the festival with the infor-
mal gathering which is not 
ticketed. Visitors are wel-
come to go along and en-

joy the music, food and a 
bar will be available in the 
grand marquee, along with 
some specially selected 
drams from master distiller 
James MacTaggart. 

The annual festival has es-
tablished itself as the high-
light of the whisky appreci-
ation calendar and is always 
a great weekend fi lled with 
whisky, fi ne food, pleasant 
company and great cama-
raderie. 

The ceilidh in full swing last year. 

Managing director Ewan Mitchell with a group enjoying one of the special masterclasses. 

Lovers of the water of life and 
the food of the soul have only 
one more week to wait before the 
much anticipated Arran Malt and 
Music Festival held at the Isle of 
Arran Distillery in Lochranza.

The Arran Banner 
would like to wish the 

Arran Malt & Music 
Festival 2018 

every success
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OPEN DAILY: MAR – OCT  10.00 – 17.15 
 NOV – FEB  10.00 – 16.00

FOR TOUR TIMES AND INFORMATION  
PLEASE CHECK OUR WEB SITE

THE ISLE OF ARRAN DISTILLERY  
AND VISITOR CENTRE, LOCHRANZA, KA27 8HJ

TEL: 01770 830 264 
EMAIL: BOOKINGS@ARRANWHISKY.COM

www.arranwhisky.com

VISIT THE AWARD  
WINNING VISITOR  
CENTRE AT THE ISLE  
OF ARRAN DISTILLERY
DISTILLERY TOURS • SHOP • CASKS CAFÉ BAR

DISTILLERY TOURS & TUTORED TASTINGS

FESTIVAL DAY
SATURDAY 30TH JUNE

www.arranevents.com

Lochranza Distillery Tours
£8.00  45mins & 2 tastings
Seniors 60+ and student concession £7.00, 
children 8 to 17 Free. On the hour at 10am, 11am, 

12pm, 1pm, 2pm, 3pm & 4pm

‘Drop Inn’ Tour  
£4.00
15mins duration including a short film and a 
dram in our Bothy. Ideal if you’re short of time 
and for young families with children under 8 
years old. Subject to availability between tours, 
please ask for details.

Tutored Whisky Tastings
£15.00  45mins including  
a choice of 4 whiskies
Over 18’s only. Also includes a £5 off Malt 
Whisky Voucher. Tastings at 12pm, 2pm and 3pm

Whisky Tasting ‘Flights’
5 different ‘Flights’ of 4 Arran Malt Whiskies 
are always available to taste in Casks Café Bar. 
These are presented with tasting notes, water 
and Arran oatcakes. Various prices, please ask 
for details.

Combined Tour & Tasting Discount Ticket £20.00

www.arranwhisky.com

EVENTS HELD 29TH JUNE - 1ST JULY

Managing director Ewan Mitchell with a group enjoying one of the special masterclasses. 

Masterclass visitors enjoy an informative talk and the � ne whisky on o� er. 
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Here’s to another 
fabulous Malt & 
Music Festival ! 

Slainte!

Murchie’s would like to wish the 
Isle of Arran Distillery all the very best 

for their Malt & Music festival.

Friendly and helpful sta�  will be on hand to take care of visitors. 

The Arran Dairies team wishes everyone 
at the Isle of Arran Distillery all the best 

at the The Arran Malt & Music Festival
29th June – 1st July

Arran-Ice-Cream-Ad_81x80mm_AW_18.06.18.indd   1 18/06/2018   16:05



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                     Garden only open 9am-dusk
Cafe and Isle be Wild                                                                 Brodick Castle, 10am - 5pm 
Soap making and candle dipping                                             Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum                                                           Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Arran Brewery                                              Mon-Saturday  10.30am - 5pm, Tours at 11am and 2pm
                                                                                             Sunday  12:30pm - 5.00pm  Tour at 2pm

Saturday 23rd June
Flow yoga                                                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
RNLI shop open                                                 Lifeboat Station, Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Lamlash church fete                                                                              Lamlash Church, 2pm - 4pm
Rink game                                                                                                 Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Rinks bowls                                                                                    Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
COAST & TAP Film Show (over-12s only)                     Lamlash Community Theatre, 7pm - 9.30pm
Live music – Michael Clark                           Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music – The Sell Out, The Who covers plus...                                      The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm 
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 24th June
Live music – Michael Clark                                  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm - 4pm
RNLI shop open                                                          Lifeboat Station, Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Anniversary triples (open)                                                                  Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Robbie  Lesiuk, guitarist and songwriter                                   The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Folk music session                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Monday 25th June
Coffee morning                                       Whiting Bay and Kildonan Church Hall, 10.30am - 12 noon
Arran Skinnymalinks, in aid of Mary’s Meals                                                      Shiskine Hall, 5.15pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult tennis                                                                                                     Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Circuit training                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm
Summer bridge, visitors welcome                                   Arran High School, 6.15pm for 6.30pm start
Rink game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy                             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm -10.30pm

Tuesday 26th June
Healthy Outdoors                                                                NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Castle garden walk                                                                                              Brodick Castle, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                       Bowling Club, 2pm
Technology with Duan Bruce                                                         Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                   Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 6pm
Arran Rotary Club                                                               The Douglas Hotel Snug, 7pm for 7.15pm
Trev’s pop music quiz                                                                           Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Live music – One Hand Clapping, folk, rock,pop and Beatles                      The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Scottish country dancing        Brodick Church Hall,  7.30pm

Wednesday 27th June
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning                                                                     Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Arran Skinnymalinks, in aid of Mary’s Meals                                       Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am                  
Chair yoga exercise class                                                       St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service   10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran Brewery
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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Dog classes                                                                                  Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Illustrated talk by Colin Totty on Water Gardens                         Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick,  2 pm
Arran Pace Makers running group                                                         Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                               Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Rink game                                                                                        Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                      Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Arran Dawn                            Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm -10.30pm                                                                                                         
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                 PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock’n’pop bingo                                                                         Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Thursday 28th June
Morning fi tness                                                      Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
ACLI volunteer gardening day                      Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Lingo Flamingo, Spanish, Pablo Illera                              Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Music Matters                                                                                  Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm
Adult tennis                                                                                         Blackwaterfoot, 5.30pm
Body Blitz                                                               Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Tommy’s general knowledge quiz                                                         Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm 

Friday 29th June
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                              Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning                                                       Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 10.30am
T’ai chi with Sue Thurogood                                      Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Soundbath                                                                        Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                          Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Friday night quiz                                                          Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Live music – The Buchaneers                           Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm
Live music – Joos Van Oost, singer / songwriter from Holland               The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm      

Saturday 30th June
Flow yoga                                                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Children’s clothing fundraiser                                                                     Lamlash Hall, 1pm
RNLI shop open                                                      Lifeboat Station, Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Rink game                                                                                  Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Rinks bowls                                                                     Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Arran CND branch meeting                                Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 2.15pm- 3.45pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Shindig                             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music – The Sensational Alex Harvey Experience                       The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm 
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Send your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

Visitors flock to open day
‘We were delighted with 
the turnout of visitors’
Bellevue Farm really 
reaped the rewards when 
more than 120 people re-
cently turned up to see 
what really happens down 
on the farm.

In a fi rst for Arran, the 
open day was part of a na-
tionwide initiative known 
as Open Farm Sunday 

which is managed by 
Linking Environment and 
Farms (LEAF).

Welcomed
Farmers Ailsa and Don-

ald Currie, along with sons 
Donald and Andrew, wel-
comed the visitors and, af-
ter providing them with 
a map, allowed them free 

rein to explore all aspects 
of the farm along a careful-
ly laid out route, taking in 
all of the sights, smells and 
sounds.

Providing visitors with an 
insight into how a working 
farm produces food and 
how the land is managed, 
visiting families were in-

Cheesemaker Calum Chaplin invites Betty Fleming and mum Claire Johnston to sample 
some of the cheese from Bellevue Creamery. 01_B24farm01

Donald and Andrew Currie show o�  the various animals 
on the farm, including two turkeys. 01_B24farm02

Dressed for the weather, 
Angus and Freya Stewart. 
01_B24farm07

John Knox of Sliddery demonstrates the friendly nature of the one-year-old calves. 
01_B24farm05

Peanuts the rabbit receives a treat 
from Heather Snowdon from Shiskine. 
01_B24farm08

All aboard, visitors prepare to enjoy a 
tractor ride through the � elds. 01_B24farm11

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
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terested to see the agricul-
tural machinery, the vin-
tage tractor display and 
especially the ewes, lambs, 
cows, piglets and baby 
chicks.

Photographs
Besides the animals 

available to view, some 
which visitors could touch 
and feed, there was a huge 
amount of detail on the sci-
ence used on farms, the 
management of the grass-
lands and soil and the hu-
man aspects of farm-
ing, which was brought to 

life through information 
boards, products and pho-
tographs.

Visitors could also sam-
ple cheese from the award- 
winning Bellevue Cream-
ery next door, while others 
enjoyed short tractor rides 
through the fi elds and 
farmlands.

Ailsa said: ‘We were de-
lighted with the turnout 
of visitors and how well 
everything went. We have 
received almost £500 in 
donations which will go to 
the charities, Breast Cancer 

Awareness and Arran Can-
cer Support (ArCaS).

‘The event was such a 
success that we are consid-
ering opening the farm up 
again during the summer 
holidays and to provide 
visitors with tours.

Thanks
‘A huge amount of thanks 

must go to the team who 
ensured that visitors were 
well looked after and who 
helped to make the day 
such a success, it was total-
ly a happy team effort,’ she 
added.

Andrew Currie demonstrates how the baby lambs are fed. 
01_B24farm03

Visitors Angus and Freya Stewart, along with gran Joan Stewart, take time out to cuddle 
a friendly farm dog.  01_B24farm06

Donald Currie explains the 
chicks incubation process 
to visitors. 01_B24farm09

Visitors look over the range of vintage and modern tractors before making their way into 
the various farm buildings. 01_B24farm10

The whole gang behind the Bellevue Farm open day.
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Learning to fly like an 
eagle
Author teaches children 
valuable life lessons
Children’s author Sue El-
lis has visited schools 
across Arran speaking 
about being the best that 
you can be, being a writer 
and overcoming diffi cul-
ties in life.

Being involved in the 
education industry for 
more than 30 years, she 
has worked as a second-
ary school teacher, lectur-
er and as a behavioural ad-
visor, as well as bringing 
up her own two children.

Teaching valuable life 
lessons, Sue conveyed her 
message through the use 
of reading from her own 
books, Gorgeous Gwen-
dolyn Goose and Proud 
Patrick Peacock.

Children at Corrie Primary School listen intently as author Sue Ellis tells the story behind her two books. 01_B24sue01

Encouraging audience interaction, Sue answers the children’s questions. 01_B24sue02

Pirnmill Primary pupils show their appreciation for the lesson to author Sue Ellis. 01_B24sue03

Proud Patrick Peacock 
comprises six funny, mod-
ern fables, one of which 
is set on Arran and which 
teaches children to over-
come life’s diffi culties 
and to become the best 
versions of themselves 
through wise choices, just 
as the characters do in her 
books.

Visiting Brodick, Cor-
rie and Pirnmill prima-
ry schools, Sue involved 
the children in the lessons 
by allowing pupils to read 
various character parts and 
to express their thoughts 
and feeling on the aspects 
and situations that are cov-
ered in the book.

Sue, who spent almost 

a week on Arran, said: ‘It 
has been a real pleasure 
for me to come and speak 
with the children.

They have all been so 
well behaved and engag-
ing, asking many ques-
tions and showing real in-
terest. I don’t know who 
has enjoyed the visits 

more, the children or my-
self.’

Sue’s other book, Gor-
geous Gwendolyn Goose 
and other stories also fea-
tures Arran’s Lochranza as 
a setting and has the same 
messages of overcoming 
adversity and dealing with 
life’s challenges.

With its Arran setting, 
many children are already 
familiar with the book’s 
stories, which includes 
tales of Dougal Eagle fl ying 
down to Lamlash second-
ary school and, amusingly, 
his work experience at Kil-
marnock Sheriff Court. In 
another eagle story called 

You’re My Hero, Douglas 
Eagle, children are encour-
aged to use their eagle eyes 
to look after everyone and 
everything on the planet.

The books are both avail-
able from Amazon, Barnes 
and Noble and Waterstones 
in paperback, hardback and 
as eBooks.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 July 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw to 
win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

Macdonald Bros. is a traditional family butcher in 
Pitlochry and Aberfeldy, celebrating 90 years in 
business supplying Highland Perthshire and the rest 
of the UK with top quality Aberdeen-Angus Beef. All 
their produce is available for next day delivery 
throughout the UK.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: How many years 

have Macdonald Bros. been in business?

WIN 
A LUXURY HAMPER OF ABERDEEN-ANGUS 

BEEF WITH RIB ROAST, MIXED STEAK PACK, 
BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.

www.scottishfield.co.uk 201

Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish 
summer kit will be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all weathers with their 
Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

Terms and Conditions apply.
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BEEF FILLET AND ROLLED SIRLOIN

Terms and Conditions apply.
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Galloway Country Fair, one of the biggest events in 
the Scottish rural calendar, returns to the beautiful 
Drumlanrig Castle and Country Estate in the heart of 
Dumfries and Galloway on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 
August 2018. And to celebrate, we’ve joined forces with 
the team to offer readers the chance to win tickets.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Galloway Country Fair 

takes place in the grounds of which castle?

WIN 
ONE OF FIVE FAMILY PASSES TO GALLOWAY 

COUNTRY FAIR 2018

A family pass entitles one family of four (two adults and 
two children) entry to the Fair on either 18 or 19 August. 

Five winners will each receive a family pass worth £32 
redeemable on either day of the event. Prize is non-

transferrable and cannot be exchanged for cash alternative.

We’ve teamed up with Knock Castle Hotel and Spa in 
Crieff to offer you the chance to win this great prize.
You could be spending a luxurious night in this hidden 
gem of a hotel. Nestling in the hills of the Strathearn 
Valley, a short drive from Scotland’s major cities, Knock 
Castle Hotel & Spa offers an oasis of calm and tranquili-
ty and a traditional warm Scottish welcome.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: In which Perthshire 
town would you fi nd Knock Castle Hotel?

WIN 
A LUXURY OVERNIGHT STAY AT KNOCK 

CASTLE HOTEL AND SPA

Prize includes dinner, bed and breakfast for one night for two 
people. Transport is not included. Drinks are not included. Prize 

must be taken by 30 November 2018 (Sunday – Thursday).

Celebrate the summer with Mackie’s ice cream. The 
lucky winner of a Mackie’s Scottish summer kit will 
be ready to enjoy their 20 litres of ice cream in all 
weathers with their Mackie’s beach towel, umbrella 
and blanket kit. It’s never too cold to enjoy Mackie’s 
real dairy ice cream. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: When might it be 

too cold to enjoy Mackie’s ice cream?

WIN 
A MACKIE’S SCOTTISH SUMMER KIT 

INCLUDING ICE CREAM, BEACH TOWEL, 
UMBRELLA & BLANKET

Terms and Conditions apply.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst 
correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 
We will protect your personal data. We only gather what we need for the requirements of this competition – your name, address, telephone number and email address. If you wish to 
receive news and offers from the third party running the competition, then please mark the words “OPT IN” on your postcard entry. If you enter various competitions on one card, you 
will be opting in for every competition running.
Unless you opt in to receive further marketing information we will only contact you if you win a prize in the competition. Scottish Field (Wyvex Media) will retain your information for a 
maximum of 3 months after the competition closes and then it will be deleted.
If you have opted in to receive third party information, the data you have supplied will be passed to the third party company running the competition. This may be used for the 
purposes of the third party contacting you regarding new products and services for a period of 3 months, unless you agree to an extension with the third party company at a later date.
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Spring is in the air

The last record of this 
vagrant Mediterranean gull 
was in 2015. Photo Chris Grant

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

MAYIn May spring arrived, with 
the temperature building up 
during the month, giving a 
particularly settled spell to-
wards the end of the month. 
There was no rain at all af-
ter the 20th and tempera-
tures were in the 20s after 
the 24th.

Although there was a cold 
start to the month, it was 
generally warmer and drier 
than recent months of May. 
Conditions were generally 
good for birds trying to mi-
grate north and birds get-
ting on with breeding.  
May, like April, was an in-
teresting birding month, 
again with more than 100 
species recorded.

Common sandpiper is a bird that breeds usually beside 
water but is increasingly being reported breeding in 
gardens. Photo Brian Couper 

Fifty gannet were seen plunge-diving for food in Machrie 
Bay in May. Photo Nick Giles 

Pu�  n reported o�  Pirnmill in May feeding. Photo Dennis Morrison 

Throughout the month, 
the numbers of familiar 
summer visitors like swal-
low, house martin, sand 
martin, willow warbler, 
whitethroat, sedge warbler 
and cuckoo continued to 
build up.  In addition to the 
‘fi rsts’ reported in the April 
notes, here are some fur-
ther ‘fi rsts’ with the 2017 
arrival dates in brackets for 
comparison: lesser white-
throat on Cleats Shore on 
30 April (11 May), two 
swift over Blackwaterfoot 
on 5th (5 May) and a gar-
den warbler in Gortonallis-
ter on 31st (28 June). There 
were only two records of 
garden warbler in 2017. 
To date there have been no 
reports this year of wood 
warbler, common redstart, 
nightjar, corncrake or com-
mon tern.

Species who breed fur-
ther north continued to 
pass through, including 
seven turnstone and two 
black-throated diver in 
Blackwaterfoot on 3rd, 
six white wagtail at Dru-
madoon Point on 5th, six 
dunlin on the shore by 
Shiskine Golf Course on 

6th, a whooper swan at 
Clauchlands, also on 6th, 
six sandwich tern in Lam-
lash Bay on 7th, two whim-
brel at Kilpatrick Point, 
also on 7th, and eight great 
northern diver off Druma-
doon Point on 13th.

In May, breeding was 
well under way for many 
species.  Encouraging signs 
included reports of golden 
eagle, golden plover, hen 
harrier, red-throated diver 
and short-eared owl all 
holding breeding territo-
ries.  Activity was report-
ed from all the monitored 
heronries on the island but 
only three reports were re-
ceived of lapwing holding 
territories.

While a number of coast-
al cliffs held nesting ful-
mar, I would be interest-
ed to receive any reports 
of young birds. None was 
reported in 2017 from any 
colony. However, breed-
ing stonechat were again 
reported from widespread 
areas.

These delightful birds 
appear to have recovered 
after the two consecutive 
very cold winters. There 
were also May reports of 
kingfi sher in two possi-
ble breeding territories. To 
date there has been no con-
fi rmed breeding of king-
fi sher on Arran.

Other breeding records 
included around 30 sand 
martin at a new colony in 
Glen Catacol on 8th, dipper 
with young in Glenashdale 
on 9th, three woodcock 
roding over Machrie Moor 
on 12th, 19 black guillemot 
off Whitefarland on 13th, 
a family of shelduck near 
Bennan Head on 23rd and 
a report of common sand-
piper nesting in a garden in 
Blackwaterfoot on 27th.  In 
addition towards the end of 
the month, there were lots 
of reports of garden birds 
carrying food and feeding 
recently fl edged young.

Here are some other high-
lights: 50 gannet feeding in 
Machrie Bay on 18th, two 
puffi n feeding off Pirn-
mill on 31st, only the sec-
ond Arran record this year, 
and an adult Mediterranean 
gull fl ying along Sliddery 
Shore also on 31st. The 
last Arran record of this va-
grant gull was in 2015. Fi-
nally, it was encouraging to 
receive increasing numbers 

of reports of greenfi nch 
whose numbers have been 
slashed in recent years by 
the trichomonas parasite.

With the long daylight 
hours it is a great time of 
year to be birding. Most 
birds are getting on with 
the business of breeding.  
Please take a moment to 
report any signs of breed-
ing birds to me, but please 
also remember that un-
der the Nature Conserva-
tion (Scotland) Act 2004 it 
is an offence to intention-
ally or recklessly damage 
or destroy the nest of any 
wild bird while it is being 
built or used. Do not hesi-
tate to report any criminal 
activity to the local police.  
Particularly, take care on 
our shores and please keep 
dogs on their leads at this 
time of year.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird 

notes with ‘what, when, 

where’ to me at Kilpatrick 
Kennels, Kilpatrick, Black-
waterfoot, KA27 8EY, or e 
mail me at jim@arranbird-
ing.co.uk  I look forward 
to hearing from you.  For 
more information on bird-

ing on Arran purchase the 
Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2017 and vis-
it this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk

 

Book online at 
waverleyexcursions.co.uk 

Buy tickets onboard when you sail
 or call 0141 243 2224

Sailing from LOCHRANZA Pier

Sailing from BRODICK Pier

Campbeltown • Cruise Sanda Isles 
SUNDAY June 24 Leave 1pm back 6.25pm
Fares: Visit Campbeltown £31 SC £29                   
           Cruise Sanda Isles £33 SC £31 

Skipness Castle 
SUNDAYS July 15 & August 26 
Leave 3.40pm back 4.40pm
Fare: Cruise Skipness Point £19  

Cruise Arran Coast 
THURSDAYS June 28 until August 23 
Leave* 2.15pm back 3.40pm
SUNDAY Aug 12 Leave 3.30pm back 5pm
Fare: Cruise Arran Coast £21 SC £19
*Jul 12 until Aug 23 Leave 3.30pm back 5pm

Steam Round Ailsa Craig 
SUNDAY July 1 & MONDAY July 23 
Leave 2pm back 5.30pm
Fare: Cruise Ailsa Craig £29 SC £27

Dunoon • Lochs & Castle 
TUESDAYS July 31 until August 21 
Leave 11.30am back 6.10pm
Fares: Visit Largs £21 SC £19 
           Dunoon or Blairmore £27 SC £25
           Cruise Loch Long £33 SC £31

Visit Campbeltown 
This Weekend  
              

aboard 
Paddle Steamer Waverley
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School dress code
Pupils at Arran High will start the next 
term with a new dress code. While uni-
form will not be compulsory, not wearing 
it will be discouraged.

Parents who are on benefi ts will receive 
a grant so that they can afford the new uni-
form which is available to purchase at the 
school. The badged uniforms, say many 
parents, will actually save money as many 
children of school going age like design-
er labels so an element of one-upmanship 
is ever-present when purchasing clothing 
for school.

A dress code has been promoted at the 
school before but following a series of 
votes with pupils, head teacher Susan 
Smith hopes that it will now work. The 
new uniform will be black skirt, trousers/
shorts with a school sweatshirt or black 
woollen jersey and a polo shirt, navy, 
black or white. For formal occasions a 
white shirt and tie will be essential.

10th folk festival
The 10th Arran Folk Festival is now well 
under way. Always a hugely popular start 
to the summer on Arran, 15 groups and in-
dividual artists have been entertaining di-
verse audiences the length and breadth of 
the island over the past week.

The miserable weather of the early part 
of the week hasn’t deterred the folk dev-

otees, and there have been plenty of tour-
ists grateful for something different to do 
on a wet evening.  Simon Thorborn, with 
his mix of haunting melodies and drinking 
songs about the perils of cider, and old fa-
vourites The Raggle Taggle Gypsies, start-
ed the festival off on Monday at the Cat-
acol Bay Marquee, followed by Nagus at 
the Ormidale on Tuesday.

Wednesday night at the Breadalbane fea-
tured Bobby Watt and local groups includ-
ing Tattiebogle and Gillian and Damien 
Frame.

 The weekend features the double-header 
in Lamlash hall, The Bushbury Mountain 
Daredevils on Friday and Eleanor Shanley 
on Saturday.

Taste trail
A total of 27 local businesses received 
awards at the Ormidale Pavilion last 
Wednesday night at the launch of the Isle 
of Arran Taste Trail, a new scheme pro-
moted by Argyll and the Islands Enter-
prise Company to highlight the fi ne food 
and drink the island has to offer.

The trail takes the form of an attractive 
booklet and has bronze resin awards cre-
ated by local craftsm,an  Marvin Elliot. 
Glasgow author Catherine Brown com-
piled the booklet, which lists the various 
establishments, and also has some inter-
esting information on the history of food 
production on Arran and some recipes.

Married in Lamlash Church by the Rev Dr Ian MacLeod last Saturday were Charles John 
Graham Fforde of Arran Estates and Lynn Howieson. Lynn is from Lanark and the couple 
are hoping to make their permanent home at Sannox House. 01_B25twe01

Penny Raeburn with her trophy for win-
ning the Arran Riding Club Junior Cross 
Country Championship. Craig Lindsay on 
storm was the senior winner. 01_B25twe03

Actor and TV presenter Paul Young visited 
Arran on Tuesday to � sh at Portnalochan 
at Blackwaterfoot. Paul came with his 
friend Ian Tait who is a member of the 
Blackwaterfoot Angling Club. 01_B25twe02

Arran Open scratch winner Alex Gold receives the trophy from Brodick Golf Club captain 
Alastair Dobson and Marian Noble of sponsors, the Isle of Arran Distillers.  01_B25twe05

The children of Whiting Bay Primary get to noisily test the musical instruments at the 
10th annual Arran Folk Festival. 01_B25twe04
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

RecruitmentProperty

Croftbank, Lochranza, £320,000. Fuchsia Cottage, Glen Rosa, £225,000
* Three bedrooms (two en-suites) * Three bedrooms
* Original features. * Beautiful rural location within walking                           
* Private, well maintained gardens to front and    distance to Brodick centre
   rear of property. * Private enclosed garden
* Sea and Castle views * Ideal family home 

We are more than your Solicitors; we are your Estate Agents too.
Everything under one roof.

Not only do Jas Campbell off er you the full range of services normal Estate 
Agencies do as a full service legal practise we off er you so much more. 

We handle your house sale from initial valuation right through the sale and 
legal process to completion day; an exceptional integrated service. Our legal 
understanding and experience provides a more informed, complete service. We 
handle your marketing, viewings, negotiations and the conveyancing legal work 

associated with the sale right through until the keys change hands. 

A complete, comprehensive & seamless package. 

Everything you need under one roof.
For further details, please contact our Arran offi  ce on 01770 302 027, 
email arranoffi  ce@jascampbell.co.uk or visit www.jascampbell.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services. 

Job Vacancy
Production Line Operative

We have a vacancy for a Production Line Operative to join us at 
our Home Farm base in Brodick. No experience is necessary 
as training will be given. Availability for an immediate start 
would be ideal.
Arran Aromatics operates a four day week, 7am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Thursday
To apply - please email your letter of application and 
CV to Sarah McDowall, Production Manager at   sarah.
mcdowall@arran.com
Alternatively for postal enquiries please send your 
application to - 
Sarah McDowall
Arran Aromatics Ltd
The Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran. KA27 8DD

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) 

ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk  
by 13 July 2018. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

18/00489/PP; Site To The East Of Linevern, Silverhill, Whiting Bay, Brodick; Upgrading 
of access road, erection of a 1 and 1/2 storey dwelling house and garage and 
temporary siting of an associated residential caravan for a period of 2 years.
18/00541/PP; Plot 5 Greenhill, Torbeg, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick; Erection of detached  
1 and 1/2 storey dwelling and separate single storey garage/workshop.
18/00542/PP; Plot 3 Greenhill, Torbeg, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick; Erection of 
1 and 1/2 storey detached dwelling and separate single storey 
garage/workshop.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Brodick Castle 
are looking to recruit a

Collections Care Assistant
Full Time/Fixed Term  - 6 months - Salary £18,200

As a Collections Care Assistant, you report to the Collections 
Offi cer for the planning and day-to-day cleaning and care 
of all collections areas housed at Brodick Castle. The post 
holder will ensure that best preventive conservation and 

collections care practices are followed through adhering to 
an effective collections care regime in line with Trust policies 
and procedures. In this visitor facing role we would like the 
post holder to engage with visitors about the conservation 
work they are carrying out on collections housed within the 
property. The post holder will be part of the collections team 
and the wider team of employees and volunteers, helping to 
support / conservation clean the property where necessary.

Interested applicants should forward a completed application 
form to the People Services Department (Applications), The 
National Trust for Scotland, Hermiston Quay, 5 Cultins Road 
Edinburgh EH11 4DF, by mail or by email via workforus@nts.
org.uk, by fi rst post (i.e. 10.00am) on Friday 29th June 2018.

The Glen, 
Lochranza
O/O  £290,000
The Glen,  a stunning, traditional 
three bedroom cottage with 
detached Bothy, kennels and 
outbuildings.  Enviable hillside location off the main road going into Lochranza. 
Lovely property with ground fl oor extension kitchen, dining/living room. DB 
Bedroom & bathroom, two fi rst fl oor bedrooms, enclosed gardens.
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of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times
UNDER

£50
FREE!

UNDERUNDERUNDERUNDER

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the form and 
return to the Arran Banner offi ce

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

UNDER £50
Sofa bed, cream - needs 
new matress. Free to uplift. 
Tel 01770 600123
Pair of CAT walking boots 
size 5 EU size 38. Brown 
leather in very good con-
dition as little used. Would 
suit lady or gentleman. £20. 
Mobile 07985 046846.

FREE TO UPLIFT
16’ Cobble hull needs slight 
repair. Tel : 01770 810659.

WANTED 
6 sheets of greenhouse 
glass Tel: 01770 810659.

Job Opportunities with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

Proud to be              Overall Council of the Year 2017         

Cleaner (Casual) | NAY03814
Hourly rate - £8.75 | Location - Isle of Arran

Closing Date 2nd July 2018
For further details and to apply visit 

www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

Kiscadale Engineers, 
Whiting Bay.

Trainee required for 
plastic fabrication work.

Experience in extrusion welding an advantage
But not essential as training will be given.

Apply in writing or by telephone during working 
hours (8am-4.30pm)

01770 700362

Advertising Sales Executive
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

Based in Fort William you will be representing 
Lochaber Times, Lochaber Life and other award winning, 

well established publications.

You will be responsible for establishing and developing 
relationships within the local business community.

First class training and support given.
Local knowledge would be an advantage but not essential.

A current full driving licence is required.

Please apply by email with full C.V. and covering letter to:
ali@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600208

VW POLO 
3 Door, 
Silver 
2006
New MOT 
April 2018
Low mileage. 
Good condition

£1900 O.N.O.
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but
 working together

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson

Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 24th June

Lochranza Church, 9.30am. 
Morning Service.

Pirnmill Church, 10.45am. 
Morning Service

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship. 

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Ser-

vice of Worship in Montrose 
House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 24th June 

Holy Communion, 11am. 
Richard Trewby

Wednesday 27th June
Holy Communion, 12 noon, 

Lagg Hotel
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 24th June

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
ALL WELCOME

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship AT 11am

Brodick Library
Telephone 700346

Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine, 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 24th June
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10am
Lamlash - 11.30am. 

In Lamlash: Prayer service, 
prayer time 10.45am
Songs of Praise 3pm

on Green if dry.
All welcome, including
 families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 24th June

Family Worship will be
conducted by the 

minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson at 10.30am.

 Crèche facilities will be 
available in the Church Hall. 
Tea and coffee will be served 

after the service.
 All most welcome to stay and 

enjoy more fellowship.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 24th June

Service 11am, Ormidale
Pavilion, Brodick

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Saturday 23rd June
Vigil Mass, 7.30pm
Sunday 24th June

Sunday Morning Mass,11am

Kayakers to paddle 
round coast of Arran
Around 30 members of the Arran Kayak Club will be 
kayaking around Arran tomorrow (Sunday) in a fun 
24-hour relay starting at midnight.

Starting at the Arran Outdoor Education Centre, the 
circumnavigation will involve 11 relay legs going 
clockwise around the island and is expected to fi nish 
at 8pm.

The Arran Kayak Club  has more than 100 members 
ranging from six to over 60 and includes members 
from all over the UK – many of whom regularly visit 
Arran – and one Austrian member who will be volun-
teering on Arran over the summer.

Practice sessions regularly take place in the Auchran-
nie swimming pool from October onwards and there 
are also sea sessions most weeks. For more infor-
mation about the Arran Kayak Club, you can email
 kayakarran@gmail.com or fi nd them on Facebook.

Shiskine juniors win the Kelso Cup

Arran Golfers’
Association
Friday June 15, AGA Jun-
ior Kelso Cup. A breezy day 
which mostly kept the midg-
es off also saw a great fol-
lowing of spectators watch-
ing the match throughout the 
day.

Representing Shiskine were 
Ross Trail (handicap 17), Rory 
Currie (25), Donald Currie 
(29) while Mathew MacDon-
ald (13), Kyle McNicol (17) 
and Charlie Aitken (36) repre-
sented Brodick.

Ross and Mathew played in 
a singles match, both playing 
some really excellent golf, 
with Ross fi nishing six up at 
the end.

Shiskine’s Rory and Don-
ald and Brodick’s Kyle and 
Charlie played in the four-
some format, the 1st and 
10th fairways causing prob-
lems for both teams, thereaf-
ter some excellent golf from 
both sides with Shiskine fi n-
ishing four up before playing 
the 17th hole.

Very many thanks to Willie 
Kelso and Brian Sherwood 
for refereeing and to Machrie 
GC for the excellent play-
ing conditions, to Jock Kel-
so for following the matches 
throughout.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday June 13, Summer 
Trophy. Another week when 
the weather forced a contin-
uation into Thursday for the 
Summer Trophy round.
 A total of 14 played over 
both days and, despite heavy 
rain on Wednesday and 
storm force winds on Thurs-
day, CSS posted at 63 on 

Kelso Cup winners are, left to right, Donald Currie, Ross 
Trail and Rory Currie who beat a Brodick team in a singles 
and foursome format competition. 

Pictured at the Machrie Bay Club Championship � nal 
were winners Kema Genda and Hamish Bannatyne, and 
President’s Cup winner Alistair MacDonald, left. 

each day. Captain Wolfi  Kro-
ner stormed home with an in-
credible gross 73 to win by 
a fi ve-shot margin. 1 Wolfi  
Kroner 15, 58, 2 John Sim-
mons 13, 63 ACB, 3 Eddie 
Hope 16, 63 ACB, 4 Alan 
Kay 19, 63. Magic twos 
Douglas Auld @17th.

Saturday and Sunday June 
16 and 17, Senior Gents’ 
Open. In spite of some in-
teresting changeable condi-
tions, a few good Stableford 
scores were posted. Day one 
results: 1 A MacLeod 37pts, 
2 J Pennycott 35pts, 3 S Pat-
erson 33pts. Day two: 1 J 
McCulloch 40pts, 2 M Fos-
ter 38pts, 3 A Kay 36pts. 
Overall winners for the best 
weekend score were: 1 J Mc-
Culloch, 2 M Foster, 3 A 
MacLeod who was also this 
year’s Super Senior.

A huge thank you to spon-
sor Colin Nisbet and to all 
the staff for their hard work. 
This year there were prizes 
for nearly every hole which 
meant that some of the par-
ticipants required wheel-
barrows to take their win-
nings home.

Friday June 15, Ladies’ nine-
hole medal. The medal was 
played in mixed conditions. 1 
Patricia Tait  14, 21pts, 2 Lyn-
da Blair 15, 20pts. Well done 
to both ladies who reduced 
their handicap by one.

Fixtures: Saturday June 23, 
AGA Hope Cup, Machrie 
Bay GC 1pm and 6pm. Sun-
day June 24, Morton Quaich. 
Wednesday June 27, Cancer 
Relief Stableford Open.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday June 14, Summer 
Cup, CSS 66, par 64. 1 Hugh 
McLelland 80-19=61, 2 Wil-
lie Currie 72-9=63, 3 Neil 
Young 71-5=66. Best scratch 
Neil Young 71. Magic twos 
Hugh McLelland @13th, 
Neil Young @17th. Accumu-
lator, hole 13 drawn, winner, 
Hugh McLelland.

Sunday June 17, Jamie-
son Cup, CSS 64, par 64. 
1 Alan Smith 77-11=66, 2 
Ian Bremner 74-6=68. Best 
scratch, Ian Bremner 74. 
Magic twos Alan Smith @ 
16th.

Fixtures: Saturday June 
23, Hope Cup at Machrie 
Golf Club. Lamlash v Brod-
ick. Sunday June 24, Medal 
Shield, 8.30am, 9.30am and 
12.30pm. Thursday June 
28, Summer Stableford, 
make up own groups.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday June 13, Sum-
mer Cup, 17 played, CSS 
64. Jim Green 84-21=63, 
Bob McCrae 73-9=64, ACB, 
Jim Reid 84-20=64, ACB. 
Scratch, Bob McCrae 73.

Sunday June 17, Royal 
Bank Shield, four ball bet-
ter ball, 16 played. Billy and 
Jimmy Armit 59, Iain Mac-
Donald and Nicol Hume 60, 
ACB, John May and Chris 
Pattenden 60, ACB.

Fixture: Sunday June 24, 
Marchioness of Graham 
Trophy.

Ladies’ section: Tues-
day June 19, Wilkie Tro-
phy. The Wilkie Trophy was 

won by Yvonne Brothers 
with a marvellous 40 points. 
The runner-up was Margaret 
Roxburgh. The par/bogey 
competition played on the 
same day was won by Ann 
May; the runner-up was 
Moira Small.

Fixtures: Tuesday July 10, 
The Stronach Foursomes. 
Tuesday July 3, monthly 
medal, signing sheet on no-
tice board.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Monday June 18, Club 
Championship fi nals. Kema 
Genda just edged it from Jen-
ni Turnbull on the 18th hole 
and Hamish Bannatyne beat 
Sandy Murray on the 18th as 
well. In the President’s Cup 
Alistair MacDonald beat Da-
vid Jeffrey.

Tuesday June 19, Peter Sut-
ton, CSS 64. 1 Phil Betley 
78-11=67, 2 Reuben Betley 
101-27=73.

Fixtures: Saturday June 23, 
Hope Cup at Machrie Bay. 
Shiskine v Whiting Bay, 
Brodick v Lamlash, Cor-
rie v Lochranza. Tee off at 
4pm. Tuesday June 26, Pe-
ter Sutton / Lady Mary, tee-
off 12.30pm/5.30pm.



28 Sport ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 23 June, 2018arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Fun in the sun at Arran 
Junior Riding Club show

Fancy dress winners Hermione (Niamh Gosman) riding on 
Harry Potter (Fred). 

One of the most anticipated 
events on the horse riding 
calendar, the junior show, 
took place recently in glo-
rious sunshine with a large 
number of entries taking 
part in the fun events that 
defi ne the show.

Kicking off as usual with 
the fancy dress, entrants 
went to great lengths in cre-
ating the costumes for hors-
es and riders, giving judge 
Julie Graham a diffi cult job 
in having to pick a winner.

Harry Potter went straight 
to the top of the class to 
take fi rst place, against stiff 
competition from a witch, 
Spiderman, and a bride and 
groom, to name a few.

The jumping, with a clear 
round and a timed round 
for each combination and 
the handy pony followed, 

with the gymkhana games 
to fi nish. Host Jen Mc-
Neish made sure everyone 
got safely round the jumps 
while those waiting for 
their turn had a go at hook-
ing a duck while carrying a 
cup of water on horseback 
and hula hooping while 
also holding their pony – 
to see which pony was the 
‘handiest’.

The bending race was fol-
lowed by the potato race, 
where riders lean down 
to collect their potatoes, 
then gallop home to drop 
them in a bucket. Next was 
the walk, trot, canter and 
the popular pancake race 
where riders jump off to 
quickly eat a pancake be-
fore leaping back on their 
horse and racing home. All 
of the events allowed for 

some exciting races, with 
photo fi nishes to round off 
a lovely day in the sun-
shine.

At the end of the fun day 
the points were added up, 
and Lily Currie and Missy 
were named as the overall 
champions, demonstrating 
a consistent performance 
across all of the events. 
Daisy McNamara on Fudge 
and Rosie McNamara on 
Prince were the joint re-
serves.

Participants and parents 
thanked Jen McNeish for 
hosting and organising an-
other eventful day where 
the children, who enjoyed 
themselves immensely,  
were provided with anoth-
er opportunity to practice 
their skills at a fun and en-
joyable show.

Champion Lily Currie and Missy with join reserve champions Daisy and Rosie 
McNamara on Fudge and Prince respectively. 

All of the horses and riders in fancy dress. 

Chloe McNeil and Lily just back from St Trinian’s. 
Three little piggies (Emma, Lisa and Cara Henderson) 
sitting atop the wolf (Teddy). 
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Sleepover excitement at 
junior pony club camp

Pony club camp members hard at work cleaning the 
dressage boards. Horses and riders out exploring Balgowan Farm with Jen McNeish.

Pictured at pony club camp are: Lily Currie, Kirsty Morrison, Daisy McNamara, Annie West, Rosie McNamara, Rosie Wilkinson, Chloe McNeil, Niamh Gosman, Hollie Buckby, Lisa 
Henderson and Grace Popplewell and Jenny Currie. 

It has been an exciting start 
to the summer horse rid-
ing season for junior riders 
with the recent junior show 
and the annual pony club 
camp.

Adding to the camp fun, 
the children enjoyed sleep-

ing over at Balgowan Farm 
where they were able to 
practice their skills.

During the camp every-
one had four lessons over 
the course of the weekend, 
where they learned a dres-
sage test, tested their jump-

ing skills, got to explore 
the farm with their ponies 
and learned about plait-
ing. There was also time 
for some gymkhana races 
which the participants thor-
oughly enjoyed.

A spokeswoman from the 
Arran Riding Club said: 
‘Many thanks to Jen Mc-
Neish for all of her expert 
teaching and the support 
and encouragement she 
gives the riders. And thank 
you Jen and Alison Currie 
and their families for ena-
bling the kids and ponies 
to stay the night, giving the 
authentic camp experience. 
It wouldn’t be the same 
without it.

‘Lastly thanks to all the 
mums and helpers, and es-
pecially the bakers.’

The next date in the diary 
for the club is the show-
ing show.  This will take 
place at Balgowan Farm, 
Shiskine, on Sunday July 8.  
Doreen Mathie from Skel-
morlie and Charlie Nich-
ols from Auchterarder will 
come all the way to Arran 
to judge the competition.
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Rowers successfully bring regatta trophy home

Continued from page 32
Anstruther could only play 
catch-up. Arran crossed the 
fi nish line fi rst to cheers 
from the watching crowd 
only to be disappointed 
to fi nd out that Troon had 
beaten them into fi rst place 
by one second in the fi rst 
heat but which neverthe-
less brought Arran anoth-
er silver.

The following race was 
the mixed decades, a cate-
gory in which each rower 
must be in a different dec-
ade of life and which is be-
coming more and more 
popular as it brings young-
er and older rowers togeth-
er in the same boat. Arran’s 
four were between their 
late 30s and early 60s and 
came away with an impres-
sive win in the fastest time 
of the day, edging Arran 

ever further forward in the 
competition.

The penultimate race 
of the day was the men’s 
220+. Very strong Troon 
and Largs crews battled it 
out for fi rst place while Ar-
ran and Greenock fought 
valiantly on the home 
straight for third, the latter 
just managing to pull away, 
giving the home side a very 
useful fourth position.

And, last but not least, 
was the women’s 220+. 
Despite having two ladies 
very new to regatta row-
ing, this determined crew 
fought well against strong 
competition to secure a 
seventh place. So in ad-
dition to the three golds, 
two silvers and two fourth 
places, things looked very 
promising for the hosts.

Time to freshen up and 

gather for the prize-giving. 
Bathed in sunshine and 
with a backdrop of Holy 
Isle and the Arran skiffs 
sitting proudly on their 
double trailer, the table 
loaded with medals looked 
resplendent: gold, silver 
– handmade soap thanks 
to Friederike Lorenzen – 
and bronze – hand-turned 
laburnum mini fenders 
thanks to Rory Cowan. In 
addition, there were min-
iatures of Arran whisky 
for each winning crew 
very kindly supplied by 
the distillery and a hand-
some looking rope fender 
for each participating team 
made by John Baraclough.

The chairwoman of 
ACRC, Cecilia Paul, an-
nounced the winning teams 
and to much joy and ap-
plause the well-earned 

Teams take on the Hamilton Rock challenge.                      Photos courtesy of Dave Ingham  of Arran Photography arranphotography@btinternet.comA handsome rope fender was presented to each team. 

Hard work but fun out on the course. 

The various crews � ght for supremacy.

Greenock ladies power their way through the water. 

Southend and Lamlash secure 
wins in the Arran Dairies League

In the other match, ever-
green Bobby Sloss made 
a rare appearance in a 
game that ended with a 
win for Lamlash. Grant 
Adamson, Dylan Smith 

Shiskine 0
Southend 4

Arran Dairies League

Both Monday night’s fi x-
tures in the Arran Dairies 
Football League featured 
new talent with a young 
and upcoming home-
grown footballer joining 
the ranks of Arran’s foot-
ball teams.

Southend were 4-0 
winners at Shiskine with 
young Rory Currie mak-
ing his debut for the 
home side. Lewis Ken-

nedy scored a brace for 
the visitors, while Ryan 
Armstrong and Donald 
Park contributed the re-
maining two goals. Man 
of the match was James 
Currie.

Northend 1
Lamlash 3

Arran Dairies League

and Ben Tattersfi eld 
each contributed a goal 
to bring the scoreline 
up to three, while Andy 
McNamara prevented a 
whitewash with a goal 
for Northend. Scorer 
Grant Adamson was 
nominated as man of the 
match.

The next fi xtures in 
the Arran Dairies Foot-
ball League will be on 
Monday June 25, when 
Lamlash face Shiskine 
at 6.30pm and Brod-
ick take on Northend at 
7pm.
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Rowers successfully bring regatta trophy home

fruits of hard labour were 
presented to the smiling 
rowers. Everyone waited 
with baited breath for the 
announcement of the win-
ning club, which when it 
came was met with a roar 
of applause: Arran CRC 
were the overall winners 
of the regatta by an impres-
sive margin and proudly 
accepted the trophy.

To round off the ceremony, 
the magnifi cent Arran Tro-
phy, designed and creat-
ed by Steve Garraway and 
won last year by Troon 
CRC, was presented to the 
new winners by their chair-
man, Harry Risk.

Now it was time for fun 
– the bar opened and the 
evening’s entertainment 
began with a much praised 
barbecue, for which many 
thanks to Yolly Camp-

bell and her helpers for the 
magnifi cent and much en-
joyed spread. Once every-
one had their fi ll, the win-
ners of the raffl e were 
announced and the party 
started, the yacht club re-
sounding to a great selec-
tion of music from DJ Ste-
ve while dancing, singing, 
chatting and drinking went 
on until late at night.

Sunday morning saw the 
rowers congregating again 
for a hard-fought 6km race 
around Hamilton Rock and 
after the presentation of the 
medals and a fi ne, new tro-
phy (thank you, Dave In-
gham) to the strong Largs 
crew, the clubs reluctantly 
departed with much talk of 
a fantastic event and prom-
ises to return next year in 
even greater numbers.

The committee would 

like to send their heart-
felt thanks to the whole 
club and their families and 
friends for working tire-
lessly to make this event 
a highlight in the coast-
al rowing calendar. They 
would also like to thank 
Arran Distillery, Arran De-
liveries, the Brodick Co-op 
and Wooleys for their very 
generous support. And, of 
course, a very warm thank 
you to all the wonderful 
rowers who came from far 
and wide to take part.

If you would like to know 
more about coastal row-
ing and want to give it a 
try, visit the website ar-
rancoastalrowing.co.uk or 
email secretary Friederike 
Lorenzen at secretary@ar-
rancoastalrowing.co.uk.

Stuart Turner

Teams take on the Hamilton Rock challenge.                      Photos courtesy of Dave Ingham  of Arran Photography arranphotography@btinternet.com

The open men’s gold medal winners, with cox Friederike Lorenzen. 

The open mixed gold medal winners. 

Arran’s mixed decades gold medal winners. 

Lamlash win netball tournament
Lamlash took the honours in a primary 
school netball tournament on Thursday 
June 14.
 They faced opposition from Shiskine,  

Brodick, Whiting Bay and Kilmory 
schools.
 After a keenly-fought contest, the fi nal 
was between Lamlash and Whiting Bay.

Winners Lamlash in pink and runners-up Whiting Bay.
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Arran coast to victory
After months of prepara-
tion, the day of the sec-
ond Arran Coastal Rowing 
Regatta arrived on Satur-
day and began early in the 
morning with a hive of ac-
tivity in the pouring rain.

As the last crews arrived 
on the fi rst ferry, Lam-
lash Yacht Club was buzz-
ing – gazebos going up, 
rowers welcomed with hot 
drinks, the course laid and 
the hard standing quickly 
fi lled up with a long row 
of brightly coloured skiffs 
belonging to rowing clubs 
from throughout Scotland 
– South Queensferry, An-
struther and Portobello 
from the East Coast, while 
the Clyde was represented 
by Stranraer (at their fi rst 
ever regatta), Troon, Largs, 
Prestwick, Greenock and 
Cumbrae, and from Arran’s 
northerly neighbour came a 
team from Islay. The triumphant Arran team with the trophy.  Photos courtesy of Dave Ingham  of Arran Photography arranphotography@btinternet.com

Arran chairwoman Cecilia Paul accepts the winners’ 
trophy from last year’s winning Troon chairman, 
Harry Risk. 

Despite the downpour 
and Holy Isle enveloped in 
mist, everyone was in good 
spirits and chatted with old 
friends and new, all the 
time crossing their fi ngers 
that the forecast for bright-
er weather later in the day 
would be proved right. By 
the time the fi rst race start-
ed at 11 o’clock, the rain 
had eased up and the fi rst 
open men’s race was set in 
motion on the 1.5km course 
around the moorings. 

Despite some strong row-
ing in the fi rst of two heats, 
the Arran men put their 
winter training very fi rm-
ly into practice by storming 
through in the second heat 
to a well-deserved gold 
medal.

Next up was the open 
women and, as a few rays 
of sunshine began to peek 
through the cloud, the Ar-
ran ladies looked strong 

and confi dent. They knew 
their work was really cut 
out in a heat with Anstru-
ther, the longest-established 
club in the skiff world and 
renowned for the power of 
their female rowers. Row-
ing with all their heart, the 
Arran lasses kept tight on 
Anstruther’s heels and se-
cured an impressive second 
place.

Any rower who hasn’t 
won a race at a regatta is 
termed a novice and it was 
them who were on stage 
next. The second heat of 
this mixed race (two ladies 
and two men) was a cliff-
hanger and, despite giving 
their all, the Arran rowers 
narrowly missed winning 

their heat and came in a 
very respectable fourth 
place overall. 

Particular mention should 
be made to Caroline 
McGinlay, who was row-
ing in her fi rst regatta and 
did a great job.

The last race of the morn-
ing session before the of-
fi cials on the water had 
a chance to warm up and 
get some lunch was the 
open mixed. By now the 
sun was ever more pres-
ent and all the participants 
were drying off and enjoy-
ing the warmth. In a tightly 
contested fi ght with a 
strong Greenock crew, Ar-
ran maintained their initial 
lead and pulled away on 

the home straight to a hard-
fought fi rst place. So far, so 
good – the local club had 
accrued two golds, a sil-
ver and a fourth, which put 
them at the top of the table 
going in to the break.

Many thanks go to the 
magnifi cent team of volun-
teers who put on a fantas-
tic spread for lunch, which 
was thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone in a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere. Like 
all good things, though, the 
time of rest and recupera-
tion was over and after 45 
minutes the rowing battle 
recommenced in sunshine 
and with an appetite for 
more success.

Starting the afternoon ses-

sion was the Mixed 240+. 
As with the other races, 
holding a line on the start 
was challenging due to 
a strong southerly wind. 
The skiffs got off to a good 
start in the second heat and 
with an experienced crew 
made headway immediate-
ly. Anstruther were also on 
top form and were quick 
to challenge Arran on the 
starboard side. 

Arran’s cox foiled the 
Anstruther attack by keep-
ing a wide line on the ap-
proach to the all important 
fi rst turn. The local crew 
got there fi rst, claiming the 
advantage and from there 
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