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open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
why not try our two course lunch.

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.auchrannie.co.uk/brambles
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Visitors to Brodick Castle 
are refusing to pay to walk 
round its spectacular gar-
dens.

Hundreds of visitors every 
week are abusing the pay-
ment structure which keeps 
the castle and its surround-
ing country park open to all.

And, when challenged, 
staff have faced verbal 
abuse. The biggest problem 
is at the pedestrian entrance 
where on bank holiday Sun-
day last week hordes of 
families swept into the gar-
dens refusing to pay.

Visitors are also refusing 
to pay at the main ticket of-
fi ce and are widely abusing 
the staff car park. 

Now castle bosses are 
looking at ways to curb the 
problem which, they say, is 
getting worse. 

Senior assistant manag-
er Chris Mills said: ‘Some 
people are just point blank 
refusing the admission 
charges. It is very frustrat-
ing.’ 

However, because there 
are a number of ways to get 

Holidaymakers and locals alike have been soaking up the sun on Arran 
this week as temperatures hit 20C (68F), making it as warm as the Med. In 
Brodick it was great to see families on the new beach, building sandcastles 
and paddling in the sea. One family enjoying the beach over the bank 
holiday were the Shields family from Glasgow – mum and dad Keith and 
Marianne and kids Oliver and Eleanor. Keith said: ‘It’s great to see sand back 
on the beach.’ 01_B23beach01

Crackdown on castle
gardens fee dodgers 

Arran – as warm as the Med

into the castle grounds they 
often don’t go away but try 
to sneak in another way.

Chris said the castle were 
reluctant to put up barri-
ers, but said this, along with 
warning posters, would 
have to be considered.

Runnin costs
Brodick Castle and Coun-

try Park is owned and man-
aged by the National Trust 
for Scotland. 

Chris said: ‘There seems 
to be this perception that 
the castle has loads of 
money but nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

‘We are a charity and we 
rely on admission charges, 
along with retail and cater-
ing, to help pay the running 
costs, which amount to al-
most £1 million a year.

‘It is a sad day when peo-
ple can’t help protect a 
property and grounds that 
are dear to all of us for the 
sake of a few pounds.’

Entrance to the castle 
grounds costs £7 for adults, 
£6 for a concession and £18 
for a family ticket. 

However, a National Trust 
membership costs from £48 
for a year, allowing unlim-
ited access to Brodick Cas-
tle and its gardens as well 
as 300 properties across 
Scotland and increasingly 
worldwide.

Head gardener Tim Key-
worth said: ‘An annual 
NTS membership pays for 
itself in just three visits. 

‘And it means you can 
come anytime and see 
the wonderful gardens 
changing throughout the 
season.’

Tim said the situation of 
people walking in without 
paying had got worse since 
the new pavement was cre-
ated at Cladach. 

He added: ‘The new pave-
ment stops right at the en-
trance to Shore Lodge and 
people are simply walk-
ing into the grounds from 
there.’

‘There seems to be this perception 
that the castle has loads of money but 
nothing could be further from the truth’

Continued on page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Carer given more time to repay
cash she stole from pensioner
The sister of former First 
Minister Lord Jack McCon-
nell was granted a tempo-
rary reprieve on Tuesday 
for stealing £9,000 from a 
pensioner she was supposed 
to be caring for.

Anne McConnell could 
have been jailed for up to 
a year for her crime, which 
was branded ‘despicable’ 
by Sheriff Elizabeth Mc-
Farlane. 

McConnell, 51, told police 
offi cers probing her crime 
she would ask her Labour 
peer brother to pay back the 
money, which was reduced 
to £9,000 from £17,900 af-
ter striking a deal with pros-
ecutors.

But her family declined 
to help fi nancially and Mc-
Connell put her house on 
the market and sold some of 
her possessions to pay the 
£9,000 she owes. 

Earlier this year McCon-
nell admitted stealing the 
cash from an 80-year-old 
pensioner who suffers from 
severe arthritis, while work-
ing as her carer on Arran.

In February, Sheriff Mc-
Farlane told McConnell to 
pay back the full £9,000 
within three months. 

At the time the court 
heard she owed just over 
£7,000 of the £9,000 as 
she had made repayments. 

Anne McConnell was 
given more time to pay. 

But when McConnell re-
turned to the dock at Kil-
marnock Sheriff Court this 
week it emerged there was 
still money outstanding.

Defence solicitor Gor-
don Ghee explained: ‘I hold 
£2,601 and she has given 
me another £400 today. She 
is extremely regretful of her 
behaviour towards this old 
lady, the complainer in this 
case. 

‘Her house is for sale on 
the island of Arran and there 
is approximately £20,000 
of equity in the property. 
Once the house is sold and 
that amount is paid, full re-
payment can be made.’

The solicitor also said he 
was unsure if McConnell 
had got a letter from her GP, 
as requested, to say wheth-
er or not she was fi t for un-
paid work. 

He explained: ‘She has 

given me a big folder today 
– I’m sure if there’s a let-
ter in there I can retrieve it. 
She’s been more concerned 
with the repayment. She 
has given me a list of items 
she’s sold, household items 
and a horsebox.’

Sheriff McFarlane de-
ferred sentence on McCon-
nell for a further six weeks 
for further repayment of the 
money to the bank, who re-
imbursed the pensioner she 
stole from, and to fi nd out 
whether or not she is fi t for 
unpaid work. 

The disgraced carer still 
has the threat of a 12-month 
jail term hanging over her 
head.

McConnell stole the pen-
sioner’s life savings be-
tween February and August 
last year after getting hold 
of the OAP’s bank card and 
PIN number and cleaning 
out her savings account. 

The theft came to light 
when she went off on sick 
leave and the pensioner 
noticed the money was 
gone and her new carer 
contacted the police. Mc-
Connell told offi cers she’d 
stolen the money because 
she was going through the 
menopause and needed it to 
pay her mortgage.

Sentence was deferred 
until July.

Continued from page 1
One staff member on the front line, Jill 

Bunyan, who works at the Cladach en-
trance, confi rmed she has been met with 
verbal abuse. ‘Some people say they are 
not paying and walk away but I see them 
later wandering round the park having 
come in another way.

‘Last Sunday was the worst I have ever 
seen it with individuals and even large 
family groups simply walking in and say-

ing they were not paying. I am here most 
days but the situation is getting worse.’

Never paid
Chris added: ‘We get people saying they 

have been coming here for years and never 
paid but that’s not really an excuse. There 
has always been a charge for the gardens.

‘People simply have to realise that unless 
they pay their way and we don’t meet our 
costs something will have to give some-
where down the line.’

Crackdown on castle
gardens pay dodgers

Chris Mills, Jill Bunyan and Tim Keyworth with a clear ‘please pay here’ sign at 
the Cladach entrance. 01_B23castle01
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Business success
Two businesses were this week celebrating having 
earned their 2016 TripAdvisor Certifi cate of Excel-
lence. They are the Best Western Kinloch Hotel and 
the Isle of Arran Distillery Visitor Centre.

Now in its sixth year, the achievement celebrates 
hospitality businesses that have earned great traveller 
reviews on TripAdvisor over the past year. 

Certifi cate of Excellence recipients include accom-
modation providers, eateries and attractions located all 
over the world that have continually delivered a quali-
ty customer experience.  

After the success of his 37-
date tour of England last 
autumn, Fred MacAulay 
was keen to get back on 
the road in Scotland this 
year. 

Fed up with touring in 
the autumn rain, Fred has 
decided to book a small 
tour round Scotland in July 
and will be performing on 
Arran, where he is a regu-
lar visitor.

He said: ‘Like every oth-
er Scot, I’m blown away 
by the natural beauty of 
our country … and what 
better time to travel than in 
the summer. And if it does 
rain, at least it might be 
warm.’

His tour starts later this 
month in Aviemore and 
takes him across the coun-
try with 18 nights ending 
in Ullapool and the end of 
July. He will perform on 
Friday July 1 at the Doug-
las Hotel in Brodick.

After almost 18 years 
hosting BBC Radio Scot-
land’s morning pro-
gramme, Fred is back 
where he loves working 
most – onstage with a live 
audience. 

Approaching 30 years 
as a stand-up comedian, 
Fred’s energy and enthu-
siasm for comedy are as 

Fred brings 
his ‘wee tour’ 
to the island

Arran Folk 
Festival fever
Arran will be buzzing 
with music and song this 
weekend as the 22nd 
Arran Folk Festival gets 
into full swing. 

As usual there will be 
the hugely popular free 
afternoon sessions in the 
newly refurbished Doug-
las Hotel bar, today (Fri-
day), Saturday and Sun-
day hosted by ‘Uncle 
Keith’ and late-night ses-
sions as well.

Tonight’s concert in 
Brodick Hall features one 
of the fastest rising bands 
on the British folk scene 
Talisk, Dumfries folk 
singer Claire Hastings 
and island singer and 
poet Tim Pomeroy.

Tomorrow (Saturday) 
there is a welcome return 
to the island for festival 
headliner Arran’s own 
Gillian Frame to launch 
her new album. She is 
joined on the bill by dou-
ble BBC folk awards 
winner Tim Edey with 
Mary Ann Kennedy, with 
Finlay Wells completing 
the line-up.

There are also work-
shops available over the 
weekend.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Fred MacAulay on stage. 

strong today as they ever 
were. From the early days 
as ‘the rising star of Scot-
tish comedy’ to ‘legend’ 
has been quite a journey for 
the one-time accountant, 
and audiences can expect 
a mix of politics, observa-
tional humour and maybe 
even a couple of rude gags.

A tour of this size round 
Scotland is likely to be-
come a staple part of Fred’s 
future stand-up plans, 
along with a return to the 
Edinburgh Fringe in 2017.
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Rescue team members prepare a rope to lower 
themselves down.

A Lamlash woman has be-
gun an epic cycling trip of 
550 miles around the West-
ern Isles in order to raise 
funds for the Arran Moun-
tain Rescue Team (AMRT). 

Carol Vella-Boyle set 
off on her fundraising cy-
cle yesterday (Friday) with 
a minimum of fanfare - 

Wheeling across the isles
in aid of Arran rescue team

which is just how she pre-
fers it. 

The journey, which will 
take in some of the most 
stunning  and rugged island 
scenery in the west of Scot-
land, will involve numerous 
ferry crossings and some 
camping along with hus-
band Tom, who will also be 

acting as her support team. 
Carol said: ‘I belong to 
the Arran Bike Belles and 
their constant encourage-
ment has helped me tackle 
the Arran hills and inspired 
me to venture further afi eld. 
The bicycle is an excellent 
way to appreciate the land-
scape and wildlife and oth-
er people’s gardens.’

Setting off in a north-west-
erly direction from Arran, 
the route will take Carol to-
wards Islay, then onwards to 
Tiree, Barra, the Uists, Har-
ris and Lewis before sailing 
back towards Skye via Mal-
laig and Fishnish to the Isle 
of Mull. After the crossing 
from Mull, Carol will ar-
rive in Oban where she will 
begin the return leg of her 

journey down towards the 
Mull of Kintyre before re-
turning to Arran after a 16-
day expedition. 

All of the funds raised 
from Carol’s Justgiving 
page, which can be found at 
www.justgiving.com/fund-
raising/Carol-Vella-Boyle, 
will go towards the AMRT 
which is entirely supported 
by the funds raising by team 
members and donations from 
the general public. 

A spokesman from the 
AMRT said: ‘We would 
like to wish Carol all the 
very best for her incredible 
challenge and also say a big 
thank you for choosing to 
raise essential funds for us. 
Have a fantastic trip, Carol, 
and enjoy the scenery.’

Family rescued after
waterfall scare

A family and their pets had 
to be rescued by the Ar-
ran Mountain Rescue Team 
after they became trapped 
on the steep sides of 
Glenashdale Falls.

The mountain rescue team 
was called out late last 
Friday afternoon to assist 
the family of two adults, 
two children and three 
dogs after they had become 
stuck on some extremely 
precarious ground to the 
side of waterfall in Whit-
ing Bay.

After discovering the pre-
cise location of the family, 
team members were then 
lowered down from above 
and each person was raised 
from their dangerous posi-
tion to safety.

The three dogs used 
their four-legged scram-

bling skills and sorted 
themselves out while the 

rest of the family were 
being rescued. Although 

shaken, the family were 
luckily uninjured.

The AMRT and the other emergency services at the scene. 

fishing tackle sale
MASSIVE DISPLAY

Great range of uk top sellers
SUPER DEALS and discounts

Sea and game, including SENSATIONAL 
Sea Trout/Pollock; Minnow - Sand eel & Shrimp

Results so far for 2015; UNBELIEVABLE
Look forward seeing you all again

   NEW VENUE; Brodick Pavilion; 
June 2nd, Thurs; 10am - 7pm,  

Fri; 10am - 7pm, Sat; 10am - 3 pm

8 seater available  CALL 01294480089
Edinburgh Airport £100
Glasgow Airport  £35
Prestwick Airport £25
Crosshouse hospital £22
Irvine Central  £12
Troon   £22
Please call for any other quotes or destinations

P&HTAXIS
USE THIS 

VOUCHER FOR A 

10% 
DISCOUNT
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Dancers to hold fundraiser 
bingo in bid to stay afloat
Arran Dancers are putting on a bingo fundraiser on 
Sunday June 5 to raise funds to keep the club going.

It is being held at Arran High School theatre at 1.30pm 
and will be an afternoon mix of  fun and sharing, fea-
turing six-game card bingo, the much loved stand-up 
bingo, a raffl e, tea/juice, home baking and with a sprin-
kling of entertainment from the dancers.

An Arran war veteran has reached the 
ripe old age of 100. 

Gilbert Norris from Lamlash celebrat-
ed his centenary on Sunday when he re-
ceived a card from the Queen, delivered 
by the deputy lord lieutenant of Ayrshire 
and Arran, Dr Alastair Grassie. 

Last month the Banner told how Gil-
bert, who has lived on Arran for nearly 
40 years, had received the highest dec-
oration in France, the Legion d’hHon-
neur, for his involvement of the liber-
ation of the country during the Second 
World War.

A great evening’s entertain-
ment is in store at Brodick 
Hall on Saturday June 18. 

One of the world’s lead-
ing mandolin players, Si-
mon Mayor, leads Mando-
linquents, ably supported 
by singer and ‘mandobass’ 
player Hilary James and 
guitarist Gerald Garcia.

All three are top-class 

Additional services on offer to 
islanders from Citizens Advice
North Ayrshire Citizens Ad-
vice Service (NACAS) has 
offi cially opened its new 
offi ce located in Vernon 
Street in Saltcoats and the 
newly restructured charity 
will be offering some new 
services at its outreach fa-
cility on Arran.  

The organisation provides 
free, impartial and confi den-
tial advice on a wide range 
of issues, including employ-
ment, fi nancial and the health 
service. It visits the Ormidale 
Sports Centre on Mondays 
between 9.30am and 1pm 
when people can visit the 
drop-in centre that is manned 
by volunteers.

NACAS chief executive, 
Nina Smith said: ‘Our new 
offi ce marks the next stage 
in our development and we 
look forward to continuing 

our growth at an even fast-
er rate from our new base, 
ensuring the needs of the 
community are the focus of 
all we do.’

Complex
The new services being 

introduced include HMRC 
advice and assistance on 
matters of PAYE, claims for 
special relief and appeals, 
tax returns and other com-
plex HMRC jnquiries.

 The service will also aim 
to provide one to one sup-
port for HMRC customers 
who are unfamiliar or un-
able to use the internet to 
access their website.

The new offi ce at Salt-
coats will be open from 
Monday to Friday from 
9.30am to 1.30pm and its 
website is at www.nacas 
advice.org.uk or can be 
reached on 01294 467848.

Gilbert gets a card from the Queen

Mandolinquents in concert
musicians, and their pro-
gramme, ranging through 
folk, jazz, swing and clas-
sical, with the items intro-
duced with wit and sparkle, 
promises to please most 
musical tastes.

Great music
The audience can expect 

great music spiced with 
humour from this talented  

‘eclectic, virtuosic’ group, 
to quote BBC Radio. 

The concert begins at 
7.30pm with seating at 
café-style tables, and you 
may bring a bottle. Tickets 
are available on the door 
on the night, in advance 
from Inspirations of Arran 
in Brodick, or online from 
www.arranevents.com.

Book now for Summer sailings aboard Waverley...

Book online at waverleyexcursions.co.uk, 
at Brodick Tourist Information Centre or call 0845 130 4647

...the last sea going paddle steamer in the world!
Sailing from LOCHRANZA Pier

Skipness Castle SUNDAYS July 31 & August 28 Leave 3.40pm back 4.40pm
Fare: Cruise Skipness Point £15  

Campbeltown
Cruise Sanda Isles

SUNDAY August 14 Leave 1pm back 6.25pm
Fares: Visit Campbeltown £29 SC £27 Cruise Sanda Isles £33 SC £31 

Cruise Round Arran SUNDAY June 19 Leave 1.15pm back 5.15pm
Fare: Cruise Round Arran £29 SC £27

Cruise Arran Coast THURSDAYS June 23 until Aug 25 Leave 3.30pm back 5pm
Fare: Cruise Arran Coast £17   
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Big Arran 
Challenge 
is back next 
weekend 

Keith Pearson is pictured on his recumbent bicycle on his journey to Shetland. 
01_b22cycle01

Summer bridge results
The results of the latest summer competitions of the Ar-
ran Bridge Club were as follows: Competition at Lam-
lash on Monday, May 23: 1 Andy Martin and John Dick
2 Jennifer McArthur and Liz Robertson, 3 Tricia Martin and 
David Campbell.
 Competition at Lamlash on Monday, May 30: 1 John Bara-
clough and Jim Peacock; 2 David Boag and Eendy McNiven; 
3. Tricia Martin & David Campbell

Glasgow City Mission’s 
Big Arran Challenge is set 
to return to the island next 
weekend – and it is urging 
members of the public to 
get outdoors to raise vital 
funds for its work. 

The Big Arran Challenge 
will see participants climb 
Goatfell before cycling 57 
miles around Arran’s stun-
ning coastline. For those 
preferring a slightly smaller 
Big Challenge, cycle-
only or hike-only options 
also exist. 

The event is now its fourth 
year and has raised thou-
sands of pounds for the 
mission, which works with 
people who are homeless 
and disadvantaged. Money 
raised by the event will fund 
its vital evening drop-in 
work where people can re-
ceive a hot meal and much 
needed help and advice. 

Blackwaterfoot resident 
Charlotte Weir is among 
the charity’s 200-strong 
army of volunteers. She 
said: ‘As a volunteer, I look 
forward to the privilege of 
helping every Friday at this 
very worthy organisation, 

one which gives practical, 
physical and spiritual sup-
port to vulnerable people of 
all backgrounds and creeds. 

‘I’m delighted Glasgow 
City Mission is coming 
back to Arran. The event al-
ways draws people to the is-
land, which is good for our 
local economy but, more 
than that, I know what a dif-
ference it will make. If any-
one would like to support 
us on Saturday June 11 by 
taking part in the cycle or 
climb, please get in touch.’

Graham Steven, partner-
ships and communications 
manager said: ‘The Big 
Arran Challenge is one of 
our most popular fundrais-
ing events. As well as pro-
viding a lot of fun and a 
great day out, the money 
raised makes a big differ-
ence to those in need in our 

city – those who have hit 
rock bottom. We’re really 
looking forward to return-
ing to Arran as we’re al-
ways greeted with a warm 
welcome. The feedback we 
receive too from our partic-
ipants is just how stunning 
the island’s scenery is. For 
many, this is their fi rst op-
portunity to come and sam-
ple a little of what the island 
has to offer.’

The Big Arran Challenge 
will take place on Satur-
day June 11, starting from 
the Ormidale Pavi lion 
in Brodick. In return for 
sponsorship, participants 
will receive their ferry 
ticket, refreshments, hot 
showers and a bike support 
team. For more information 
and to sign up, see www.
glasowcitymission.com or 
call 0141 221 2630.

Cyclist visits island on 1,500-mile 
journey in aid of Alzheimer’s
A cyclist from Widnes who 
is undertaking a 1,500-mile 
trip to the Shetland Islands, 
and back again, has in-
cluded Arran on his route 
as he takes on the monu-
mental challenge in aid of 
Alzheimer’s Scotland. 

Keith Pearson, 57, start-
ed his journey on Wednes-
day May 11 and completed 
the 300-mile journey to Ar-
ran in six days on his ICE 
recumbent bike. Weighing 
only 16kg before his pos-
sessions are loaded onto it, 
the trike is a state-of-the-
art three-wheeler that car-

ries his tent, a stove and a 
few other small items which 
are the bare minimum need-
ed since Keith is travelling 
solo and has no support 
team with him. 

Challenge
The challenge is some-

thing that means a great 
deal to Keith as, having 
worked with people with 
dementia and after seeing 
the devastating effects that 
the condition had on his fa-
ther-in-law, he decided that 
something needed to be 
done. 

After spending two days 

on Arran, Keith was head-
ing over to Kintyre, on to 
Oban and then to Fort Wil-
liam before continuing 
north towards Shetland. But 
the itinerary can change as 
he admits: ‘I am attracted 
to places that are out there, 
places that are unusual and 
the road less travelled. I 
have food, water and con-
fi dence.’

If you would like to con-
tribute towards Keith’s 
fundraiser, he has a Justgiv-
ing page which is at www.
justgiving.com/Keith-Pear-
son5 where he has already 
raised £2,180 of the £2,500 
target and for updates on 
his journey, his Facebook 
page can be found at www.
facebook.com/keith.pear-
son.9400.

TUESDAY  7TH JUNE 
PAINTINGS TOUR 2.00 -  3.30PM 
Explore the Castle’s history through the Paintings Collection 
Booking Essential  - Tel: 01770 302202 
£8 + Castle Entry 
Over 16s Only
WEDNESDAY 8th JUNE 
BRONZE AGE ROUNDHOUSE OPEN DAY 
Come and experience life in the Bronze Age. 
No need to book –  
Contact the Rangers for more details  01770 302462
THURSDAY 9TH JUNE 
CARING FOR THE CASTLE 2.00 – 3.30PM 
Find out how we care for the amazing Castle Collection 
Booking Essential  - Tel: 01770 302202 
£8 + Castle Entry 
Over 16s Only
FRIDAY  10TH JUNE 
CASTLE SECRETS 
Explore the Castle with our guides, looking at areas and 
collection not normally open to the public.   
Booking Essential  - Tel: 01770 302202 
£8 + Castle Entry 
Over 16s Only

For more information contact the Castle 01770 302202 
or the Rangers 01770 302462     brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

BRODICK CASTLE & 
COUNTRY PARK 
WALKS & EVENTS
This week at the Castle…

BRODICK CASTLE & 

Invitation to Kilmory & 
Kildonan Senior Citizens 

Association only

Summer Trip 
14th June 2016 to

 The Falkirk Wheel
Lunch at the Cladhan
Falkirk & The Kelpies

Meet on board 8.20am ferry
Return 6.00pm ferry

Numbers limited, please reply ASAP
To Phyllis 870263 or Wilma 870238

£15.00/person

The Association cannot be held responsible for any 
inconvenience/expense caused due to unavoidable  delays
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Contact the Elderly marks 20 
years of helping island elderly

Whiting Bay reaches final 
of Junior Saltire Awards 

A charity that offers tea, 
cake and, most important-
ly, companionship to old-
er people is celebrating 20 
years of parties in Arran.

Contact the Elderly’s lo-
cal group recently raised a 
cup of tea to celebrate the 
milestone which has given 
scores of local older people 
who live alone the opportu-
nity to enjoy a vital lifeline 
of friendship since 1996. 

 Maureen Dockerty, 69, 
has been the group’s co-or-
dinator for fi ve years. She 
said: ‘I previously worked 
in social services and have 
always loved being around 
people. I also thought that a 
monthly commitment was 
more than manageable.

‘Every time we meet, the 
guests, volunteers and I cer-
tainly have a great time. 

‘There is never a lull in 
conversation, even for a 
minute, and we have the 
loveliest hostesses who al-
ways put on such a nice 
spread.

‘One hostess plays the pi-
ano and another the guitar 
so we are fortunate to quite 
often get a sing-a-long at 
our tea parties too.’

 Once a month on a Sun-

day a volunteer host wel-
comes a group of six to eight 
people into their home, lay-
ing on afternoon tea and a 
warm atmosphere. A host’s 
home must have no more 
than a few steps to enter and 
a downstairs toilet. 

A volunteer driver collects 
one or two guests once a 
month and joins them at the 
party before returning them 
safely home. 

Caroline McGinlay, Scot-
land volunteer support of-
fi cer at Contact the Elderly, 

said: ‘This is an incredible 
achievement for the Arran 
group and I would like to 
congratulate them on their 
ongoing success.’ 

Contact the Elderly has 
more than 100 groups 
across Scotland, with new 
ones forming every month. 
To fi nd out more about vol-
unteering or becoming a 
guest of Contact the Elder-
ly, Caroline McGinlay on 
0141 812 1555 or caroline.
mcginlay@contact-the-el-
derly.org.uk. 

Four Arran school pupils 
are in the running for a 
prestigious award after cre-
ating their own renewable 
energy device.

The team at Whiting Bay 
Primary have made the fi nal 
of the Junior Saltire Awards 
after designing and building 
their own fl oating wave en-
ergy converter, using wave 
power to create electricity.

The pupils will now get 
their chance to put their 
design through its paces 
when they test their gadgets 
on June 9 at the Universi-
ty of Edinburgh’s FloWave 
Ocean Energy Research Fa-
cility – the world’s most 
sophisticated ocean sim-
ulator which can recreate 
multi-directional waves and 
fast tidal fl ows.

It’s the second year in a 
row that a team from the 
school has made the fi nal.

Whiting Bay Primary School pupils l to r: Dario Devisme, Grace Crichton, Lori 
Prescott and Cameron McCallum with their wave energy converter. 

Acting head teacher Raye 
Beggans said: ‘I am so 
pleased for our team reach-
ing the fi nal. It is the re-
sult of a lot of hard work, 
team effort, a steep learning 
curve – and some fun, too.’

More than 600 pupils from 
around Scotland took part 
in the competition, which 
is funded by the Scottish 
Government and delivered 
by the Scottish Council for 
Development and Industry 
(SCDI) in partnership with 
Skills Development Scot-
land (SDS).

Diane Hill, energy part-
nership manager at SDS, 
said: ‘There are new de-
velopments all the time in 
the world of marine renew-
ables, making it an exciting 
sector to work in with good 
career prospects.

‘School pupils of all ages 
are aware of how important 

it is to develop new technol-
ogies offering sustainable 
sources of power, and the 
Junior Saltire Awards offer 
a real insight into this in-
dustry.

‘For each of the fi nalists, 
the chance to try out their 
invention at a world-leading 
testing facility is a fantastic 
achievement.’ 

The competition is the ju-
nior version of the £10mil-
lion Saltire Prize Challenge, 
created by the Scottish Gov-
ernment to accelerate the 
commercial development of 
wave and tidal energy tech-
nology.

The winning teams will 
be announced at the Cele-
bration of Engineering and 
Science at the Glasgow Sci-
ence Centre on June 10, and 
will receive prizes of up to 
£750 for their school as well 
as Junior Saltire medals.
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set by 
the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

The hidden tennis court at Oakbank Farm in Lamlash. 

‘I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my 
right hand, I will not be shaken.’ (Psalm 16:8)

Wrong message
Sir,
We have had many wonder-
ful holidays on Arran and 
have just come home from 
another lovely week there. 
We love the island for its 
tranquillity, scenery, fl ora 
and fauna, and friendliness, 
and rarely have anything to 
grumble about.

However, this time we 
were amazed to read the 
following in the Visit -
Arran Island Guide. On 
page 22 it states: ‘There 
are lots of super tracks 
and trails...for your wag-
gy-tailed pal to run off en-
ergy, chase birds...’

Surely, with so many 
ground-nesting birds at this 
time of year, allowing dogs 
to chase birds is the last 
thing VisitArran should be 
encouraging people to do. 
We would expect them to 
promote a more responsible 
attitude to protecting Ar-
ran’s precious wildlife and 
make people more aware of 
the part they can play.

Yours,
Frances Ellis
Leeds

Hidden court
Sir,
In response to the recent let-
ters in the Banner regarding 
the tennis courts in Lam-
lash, there is a hidden ten-
nis court in Lamlash with 
beautiful views at Oakbank 
Farm self-catering cottages. 
which is open to the public. 
Tel 01770 600404 to book. 

So if just two tennis courts 
remain open there is still 
a third available for use in 
Lamlash.

Yours,
Zabdi Keen
Brodick

Koffee for
Kalimpong
Sir,
What a magnifi cent turn-out 
for the Koffee for Kalim-
pong morning in support of 
Dr  Graham’s Homes. Right 
until closing people were 
arriving to enjoy the won-
derful home baking, coffee, 
bric-a-brac and raffl e.
 It was great to see all the 
familiar faces but very en-
couraging to welcome pass-
ing visitors.
 Rev John Webster con-
ducted the ‘rammy raffl e’ 
in his usual exuberant style. 
The excellent sum of £805 
was raised.
 Thank you to all dedicat-
ed helpers and, of course, 
to you, our loyal support-
ers who help to keep DGH 
functioning in these diffi -
cult times.   

Yours,
Janice Small
Dr Graham’s Homes

Missing 
banner
Sir,
We are seeking the wherea-
bouts of a large blood trans-
fusion banner which has 
gone missing.
 The other side of the ban-

ner states: ‘Brodick Chuch 
Fete.’ If anyone knows the 
whereabouts of the ban-
ner can they contact Shona 

Hume on 07811 502766.
Yours,
Shona Hume
Brodick

Look who’s signed up 
for the Daly Banner

Pay up for Brodick Castle
What can you get for £7 today? Two ready meals at 
the Co-op. A bottle of wine – if you’re lucky. And en-
try to Brodick Castle gardens.

Oh, sorry, you get that for free if you are rude to staff 
and refuse to pay.

It is appalling that bosses at the National Trust for 
Scotland are having to consider action because of the 
behaviour of visitors.

For staff to be verbally abused is never acceptable. 
But to be abused when asking for a legitimate en-
trance fee cannot be allowed to continue.

‘I’ve been coming for years and never paid,’ is a 
comment frequently spouted about the gardens it 
seems. Well, bully for you for dodging the admission 
charges for so long. Isn’t that all the more reason to 
pay now? Maybe they should charge you more.

What makes these people think it is OK not to pay? 
Let’s see how they get on the next time they go to the 
cinema or eat in a restaurant and refuse to pay.

Brodick Castle gardens are beautiful and why any-
one would refuse a few pounds to view them is be-
yond us. But there is also a wider issue. The castle and 
grounds are run by a charity which needs every pen-
ny of income to pay the £1 million a year required to 
keep them open.

So, please, think about it and pay up for Brodick 
Castle.

People’s panel
Dozens of people have signed up for the new 
People’s Panel which will help drive forward wide-
ranging proposals aimed at making Arran a world-
class destination. The Arran Economic Group is 
looking for 300 residents to have their say on what 
matters most to them about island life, and there is 
still time to take part. Anyone interested, or how 
had any diffi culty last week, in joining the panel can 
do so by emailing their name, address and age to: 
arranviews@north-ayrshire.gov.uk or post/deliver 
their name, address and age to the AEC at the Visitor 
Information Centre, Brodick.

A slightly unusual variation of the Banner on Holiday pic-
tures that we usually receive is this picture from Sandra 
Tough of Giffnock, who also has a caravan in Lamlash.
 Sandra took her husband Graham as a birthday surprised 
to the Masters Golf Tournament at Augusta, Georgia, last 
month where they saw Danny Willett become the fi rst 
Euro pean winner for 20 years.
 They were also fortunate to meet top US golfer John Daly 
who signed a copy of their Arran Banner which they took 
with them.
 Sandra has kindly donated the signed paper to the Banner, 
which is available for any golf charity event who could 
use it to raise money. 
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krisp print

Main Street/Longrow South, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554975
www.krispprint.co.uk
email: staff@krispprint.co.uk

Main Street/Longrow South, 

Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Furniture ranges available for home delivery 

including Habitat and Schreiber made to measure 

furniture. Full planning, design and installation 

service throughout Argyll, Lochaber & the Islands for 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms. 

No other major or minor supplier comes close to the 

design and installation service we offer. Combine 

this with our guarantees & fi nancial services and 

there is no reason to look elsewhere. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.

We will price

match and better by

10% 

any comparable written 

quotation on any of

our showroom 

ranges. 
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Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family � rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream � oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge as soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reduce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and arti� cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) � avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer than 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from strong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the milk within three days or the 

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the south 

of the island. 

Arran Dairies A4 leaflet.indd   1
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stay@stonefi eldfarmholidays.co.ukwww.stonefi eldfarmholidays.co.uk

Coffee Shop
Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local meats along with fresh fi sh.
Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Farm Shop
Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.
Wigwams
Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Rural Skills
Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information
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Come to 
our offi ce 

for  colour 
leafl ets, 

promotional 
material,  

design and 
digital print 

services

For all your printing needs

Tim Pomeroy with his Axehead sculpture with the 
remarkable Greenlaw axehead that inspired him. 
Photos: Phil Wilkinson

North Ayrshire Council 
is to give major fi nancial 
backing to social enterpris-
es in a bid to boost employ-
ment in the area.

The council’s cabinet has 
approved a new social en-
terprise strategy for North 
Ayrshire and a three-year 
action plan. The cabinet 
agreed to provide £242,000 
funding to help develop so-
cial enterprises and imple-
ment the plan.

Social enterprises trade to 
tackle social problems, im-
prove communities, peo-
ple’s life chances, or the en-
vironment. They make their 
money from selling goods 
and services but then re-
invest their profi ts back into 
the business or the local 
community. 

New strategy
Currently, there are al-

most 100 social enterprises 
in North Ayrshire, including 
several on Arran, with an-
nual income of £5.6million 
and the new strategy has set 
targets to grow the numbers 

and increase their turnover
Councillor Marie Burns, 

cabinet member for econo-
my and communities, said: 
‘I’m delighted with the de-
velopment of our social en-
terprise strategy which can 
make a real difference to 
local communities across 
North Ayrshire.

‘As well as supporting ex-
isting social enterprises, 
we hope to encourage new 
ones, bringing more people 
into employment, growing 
our economy while contrib-
uting to the social good.

‘The strategy is ambitious, 
particularly given the cur-
rent economic climate, but 
it’s important that we look 
at diversifying our  busi-
ness base to provide a broad 
range of good, local em-
ployers. This is a positive 
step towards supporting a 
sector which provides such 
great benefi ts in our area.’

The development of the 
new strategy was led by the 
Third Sector Interface, Bar-
bara Hastings, with repre-

sentatives from the sector. 
Ms Hastings said: “This in-
vestment provides the op-
portunity to facilitate  much 
greater and sustainable 
growth. 

“It is both ambitious and 
optimistic but partners be-
lieve the social enterprise 
sector has huge potential to 
deliver sustainable services, 
jobs, social value and eco-
nomic impact.’ 

Encourage
The plan will particularly 

encourage new social enter-
prises and has already iden-
tifi ed a number of potential 
areas for growth includ-
ing, health and social care, 
arts and creative industries, 
sport and leisure, tourism 
and heritage, education and 
training, and the environ-
ment and recycling.

The council’s cabinet also 
agreed a £250,000 fund 
would be used to support 
the work of Team North 
Ayrshire to encourage early 
stage growth, including in-
cubation facilities.

Tim’s sculpture on show 
with Stone Age axeheads

A new exhibition at the Na-
tional Museum of Scotland 
in Edinburgh is showcasing 
a rarely seen collection of 
Scottish Stone Age jade axe-
heads, alongside Arran artist 
Tim Pomeroy’s contempo-
rary sculpture, Axehead. 

These exquisite axeheads 
were created over 6,000 
years ago, high in the Ital-
ian Alps, and were brought 
to Scotland by pioneering 
farming groups from north-
ern France.

Now, thanks to a French-
led project involving Na-
tional Museums Scotland 
– Projet Jade – the fascinat-
ing story of their creation, 
use and astonishing 1,500 
km journey to Scotland has 
been revealed.

These were not everyday 
tools for felling trees and 
chopping wood. They were 
very special, ceremonial 
objects.

It is believed that neolith-
ic people associated moun-
tains with the realm of the 

gods and they may have felt 
that these hard-won pieces 
of mountains possessed di-
vine powers to protect and 
heal. Passing through many 
hands on their way across 
Europe and treasured for 
generations, each jade axe-
head tells its own unique 
story.

Axehead, a stone sculp-
ture carved by Tim Pome-
roy, one of Britain’s fore-
most stone carvers, was 
inspired by these remarka-
ble archaeological fi nds and 
was designed to refl ect their 
power, status and ceremoni-
al or spiritual purpose.

Tim said: ‘These Stone 
Age jade axeheads are 
works of both immense skill 
and of a highly developed, 
visual, manual and spiritual 
sophistication. As an artist I 
am inspired by these quali-
ties. I have always been in-

terested in notions of utility, 
the sacred and power, and 
how these properties com-
bine within the contexts of 
art and ritual.’

Dr Alison Sheridan, prin-
cipal curator of early pre-
history in the department 
of Scottish History and Ar-
chaeology, said: ‘We are 
delighted to have this op-
portunity to tell the stories 
behind these extraordinary 
jade axeheads for the fi rst 
time.

‘Tim Pomeroy’s exquisite 
sculpture will complement 
the display and highlight 
the ways in which these an-
cient and precious artefacts 
continue to inspire and fas-
cinate us today.’

The exhibition is on at Na-
tional Museum of Scotland, 
Chambers Street, Edin-
burgh until October 30. Ad-
mission is free.

Dr Alison Sheridan 
shares a joke with Tim.

Council investment will 
boost social enterprises
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Play on road safety

Charity chocolate winners
Darci and Mirren Bunyan, pictured, were very happy to be 
the winners of a huge bar of chocolate in a raffl e run by the 
main Co-op in Brodick for the British Red Cross.

The chocolate was made by Jan Murchie, who works at 
the James Chocolate Shop and at the Co-op. The raffl e 
raised £229.43, which will go to the Red Cross to help 
tackle loneliness.

Children evaluate the risks of scenarios presented by the actors. 01_B22safe03

Senior pupils at Arran’s 
seven primary schools were 
given a lesson with a differ-
ence last week, themed on 
road safety. 

The P7 pupils were treat-
ed to a fun yet informative 
performance on road safe-
ty awareness as part of their 
preparation for their move 
to secondary school next 
year. 

The performance, by The-
atre@, took place on Tues-
day, May 24, at Brodick 
Primary for pupils at Brod-
ick, Corrie, Pirnmill and 
Shiskine primaries, and 
then moved onto Lamlash 
Primary in the afternoon for 
pupils at Lamlash, Whiting 
Bay and Kilmory. 

The event was organised 
by North Ayrshire Council’s 
road safety offi cer in part-
nership with Road Safety 
Scotland.  Titled ‘The Jour-
ney’, the interactive play 
highlighted key road safety 
messages about walking 
and cycling safely to 

school, as well as the tran-
sition from primary to sec-
ondary school and the peer 
pressure some may face 
when crossing the road. 

Cabinet member for Ar-
drossan and Arran, Coun-

cillor Tony Gurney, said: 
‘The play provided Arran’s 
youngsters with a great op-
portunity to think about 
road safety accidents, their 
causes and consequences.

‘As all of these pupils are 

about to make the transition 
to secondary school, we want 
to remind them of their per-
sonal responsibility for their 
own safety and the safety of 
others around them – regard-
less of social pressures.’

Performers from the theatre company called Theatre@ perform for the P7 
schoolchildren. 01_B22safe01

The performance was followed up with a safety workshop by the performers. 
01_B22safe02

ISSUE 3
AVAILABLE NOW
www.caskandstillmagazine.co.uk
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Matthew wins at 128th
Dougarie Sheepdog Trials

The 128th Dougarie Sheep-
dog Trials were held at 
Glenloig on the String 
Road recently where Mat-
thew McNeish of Sliddery 
picked up a clutch of tro-
phies with his sheepdog 
Pip. 

A total of 45 dogs from all 
over the west of Scotland 
competed, nine of which 
were in the confi ned class 
for Arran handlers. 

Winner in the open class 
for the second year running 
was Stuart Davidson from 
Dunoon, while the run-
ner-up was Neil McEachern 
who is also from Dunoon, 
although he lived on Arran 
for many years until his re-
tirement.

In the confi ned class, Mat-
thew McNeish was the clear 
winner, with his father-in-
law George Tod of Shiskine 

Matthew McNeish 
with the trophies he 

won with Pip.
Sheepdogs wait in the shade for their turn to take 
part in the trials. 01_B22dog01

A competitor and his dog concentrate on separating the � ock of sheep.
01_B22dog02

The sheepdog and handler manoeuvre the sheep into the pen. 01_B22dog03

in second place. John Craig 
of Imachar was third.

Trophy winners: Lear-
ig Cup, confi ned winner, 
Matthew McNeish of Slid-
dery. Baldy Craig Rose 
Bowl, outrun/lift/pen, Mat-
thew McNeish. Chairman’s 
Shield, highest pointed 
female competitor, Liz 
Robertson of Machrie. Har-
bourview Cup, best drive, 
Geoff Brookes of South-
bank. Machrie Farm-
er’s Cup, best fetch/shed, 
John Murchie of Brodick. 
The Glaister Shield, best 
Arran-bred dog, Matthew 
McNeish. 
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Morven was born and raised on Arran. 01_B23morven08

I’ll make Montrose House 
a place to be proud of
‘The most important thing is the care of the residents
– they will always be our number one priority’
The new boss of Montrose House has 
pledged to make the care home a fi rst-
class facility for the island.

Morven Ross-Bain has been appoint-
ed unit manager of the Brodick care 
home, which provides round-the-clock 
care for 20 residents, as well as the 
Stronach Day Care Centre.

The new £5.6 million residential 
home offi cially opened a year ago and 
there have been challenges along the 
way. However, new boss Morven has 
implemented an action plan which, 
with the support of the 32 care staff, 
should see the care home heading in 
the right direction.

New procedures
Morven said: ‘We have an improve-

ment plan which is all about moving 
things forward such as staff develop-
ment and the implementation of new 
procedures.’

She admitted that the home faced 

some challenges which included staff 
recruitment, given the shortage of af-
fordable accommodation on the island, 
and rural transport issues.

She also said the home ‘almost al-
ways’ ran at full capacity, adding: 
‘There is a lot of need on the island for 
the services we offer.’ But as the care 
home has the capability to increase its 
capacity to accommodate a further 10 
residents,  Morven is keen to see Mon-
trose House reach its full potential.

‘Running a care home on an island 
has its particular challenges, the same 
as those faced by other businesses and 
organisations on the island,’ Morven 
said but added: ‘They are worth over-
coming as it is a great facility.’

Morven went on: ‘We have a fan-
tastic building in beautiful surround-
ings for the residents to enjoy and I’m 
very excited about the future for Mon-
trose House. The most important thing 

Morven Ross-Bain 
was born and raised 
on Arran. She attend-
ed Whiting Bay Pri-
mary and Arran High 
School and left the is-
land 16 years ago to 
work for Argyll and 
Bute Council as a day 
centre offi cer work-
ing with people with 
learning disabilities. 
She then went on to 
train as a registered 
mental health nurse at 
the University of York. 

Since graduating, 
Morven has gone on 
to be a staff nurse in 
a child and adolescent 
mental health unit, and 
a staff nurse in a foren-
sic hospital. 

Morven returned 
to Arran to take up a 
post in nursing in Co-
oriedoon and has also 
spent nearly four years 
working with the Ar-
ran Community and 
Voluntary Service, 
where she became in-
volved in the health 
and social care part-
nership.

The new manager . . . 
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New boss Morven Ross-Bain outside Montrose House. 01_B23morven01

Morven at the 
plaque which 
marks the o�  cial 
opening last year. 
01_B23morven03
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I’ll make Montrose House 
a place to be proud of
‘The most important thing is the care of the residents
– they will always be our number one priority’

though is the care of the residents – 
they will always be our number one 
priority.’

Amazing
She added: ‘I want the residents who 

live here to experience holistic care at 
its very best. We have an amazing op-
portunity to improve our service and 
ensure that our residents are experi-
encing first-class, person-centred care. 

‘I also want to change the perception 
that some people may have of places 
such as Montrose House. People may 
view us as a care facility or even an in-
stitution but we are so much more than 
that. It should feel like home for those 
who live with us.’ 

After a soft opening to iron out 
teething problems, the new Montrose 
House was officially opened last June 
by Scottish health secretary Shona Ro-
bison MSP at a special ceremony.

It was designed to be a fit-for-pur-

pose care environment which offers 
long-term residential support to those 
who can no longer be supported at 
home. And it aims to complement the 
existing health and social care facili-
ties on the island, including those of-
fered by the independent sector.

Each bedroom has its own en suite 
bathroom and access to a beautiful 
and secure garden which has been de-
signed specifically to meet the needs 
of service-users and features comfort-
able seating and shaded areas.

Different activities
Stronach Day Service is based in a 

purpose-built wing within Montrose 
House. This modern service gives old-
er people the opportunity to take part 
in a wide range of different activities.

At the opening Ms Robison said: 
‘This is the kind of all-round approach 
which we need to take when it comes 
to caring for our older people.’

New boss Morven Ross-Bain outside Montrose House. 01_B23morven01

Morven supervises lunch in the dining room. 01_B23morven04

Morven chats to Forrest Auld & Johnann McHarg who use the Stronach Day Care Centre. 
01_B23morven05

Health secretary Shona Robison and North Ayrshire Provost Joan Sturgeon share a joke 
with residents at the o�cial opening last year. 01_B23morven09
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The history of the black 
gold of the Doon Valley

Speaker Donald Reid chats to Alex Dale over a cup of tea. 

More than 60 members of 
the Arran Antiquarians met 
to hear Donald Reid speak 
to the group on The Last 
Miners of the Doon Valley, 
his latest book, writes Nor-
ma Davidson.

Donald was born and edu-
cated in Dalmellington and 
lived in Beith for more than 
20 years. He joined the Ayr-
shire Constabulary in 1967 
and retired 32 years later 
as a superintendent, a sub-
divisional offi cer responsible 
for Glasgow City Centre. 

He is past-president of 
the Barrmill Jolly Beggars 
Burns Club and Garnock 
Valley Round Table. He is a 
regular after-dinner speaker 
and was Beith and district 
correspondent for the Ar-
drossan and Saltcoats Her-
ald. He was Beith citizen of 
the year in 1994. 

An accomplished bands-
man, he has played trombone 
with the Dalmellington and 
Dunaskin Doon bands. 

He has a total of 19 books 
to his credit about the Doon 
and Garnock valleys and 
used to be a keen walker and 
cyclist in his younger days. 
His philosophy is ‘to live life 
to the full every day’. 

Both Donald’s parents 
came from Doon Valley 
mining villages and his fa-
ther and uncle worked in 
the coal mines.

Just three months ago 
Longannet, the last coal-
fi red power station closed 
and left Scotland vulnera-
ble to future power short-
ages. The Doon Valley was 
rich in minerals, and iron-
stone and coal were heavily 
mined. The last deep mine 
was closed in 1978 and the 

speaker felt a great need to 
compile a history while the 
miners were alive. 

Much research and a 
Heritage Lottery grant of 
£10,000 brought this about. 
A hint to applicants to the 
HLF is to keep it simple: 
one sheet of A4 with the 
aims, context and conclu-
sion defi ned.

Donald showed the audi-
ence maps of the Doon Val-
ley pits area, which were 
too many to list. He detailed 
several mining disasters at 
Little Mill, New Cumnock 
and Muirkirk which were 
graphically reported in the 
Glasgow Herald, illustrat-
ing that the true price of 
coal was the lives of min-
ers. In Dalmellington, there 
is a mining memorial bearing 
an inscription of the indus-
try’s icon, the miner’s lamp.

Miners arrived in the area 
after the war from Ireland, 
England and Spain and 
were housed in hostels. 
There were big ironworks 
at Muirkirk, Dalry and Kil-
winning but today very lit-
tle remains to show the ex-
tent of these industries. 
Steam at this time was a 
major power source so this 
necessitated coal produc-
tion on a grand scale.

A mine was a big em-
ployer, needing min-
ers, engineers, joiners and 
blacksmiths, as well as 
management and cleri-
cal staff. An Ayrshire pit 
could employ 450 men and 
rail tracks ran from the pit 
head to Ayr Harbour where 
coal was sometimes sent to 
Northern Ireland.

A lot of opencast min-
ing was done above Patna 
and the workings were not 
backfi lled so reparation is 
now taking place. Nature 

has now claimed most pit 
land back for her own since 
the closures in the 1970s.

The group saw pictures 
of the last shifts coming to 
the surface, the mine res-
cue team from Kilmar-
nock, miners working at 
the coalface and the last 
pit horse ‘Rattler’ in 1948, 
who had his annual holiday 
above ground every Fair 
Fortnight. 

The pictures showed some 
boys as young as 10. A 
sad fatality in 1905 was a 
13-year-old boy on his sec-
ond day at work, and fi rst 
day on the coalface. Sadly, 
no compensation was paid 
as culpability was usually 
laid at the victim’s door.

Most of the miners’ cot-
tages are now closed, and 
mines are derelict and over-
grown, but family members 
still leave fl owers and mes-
sages.

The pits had football 

teams and brass bands and 
some still exist today. 

In 1947, the mines were 
nationalised and the incep-
tion of the National Coal 
Board was celebrated but 
not much changed for a 
long time.

Apparently there remain 
millions of tons of coal in 
the Doon Valley, but moves 
away from fossil fuels means 
it will likely stay there. 

A serious subject but one 
bit of humour, pictures of a 
derailed steam engine with 
an interested onlooking 
‘three men and a dug’.

Next month’s meeting 
will be in Brodick Hall 
on Monday June 20 when 
Christina Quarrell will talk 
about ‘The Glasgow Rent 
Strikes’. Visitors are always 
welcome. Anyone wishing 
to join the visit to Drumlan-
rig Castle on Friday June 17 
please contact Colin MacK-
enzie on 01770 302329.

North Ayrshire Council 
was rewarded for its ex-
cellent performance at 
the Beacon Arts Centre in 
Greenock last week.

The council’s building 
standards team won the 
National Building Stand-
ards performance excel-
lence award in the cate-
gory of ‘medium-sized 
local authority’. 

These are the fi rst 
awards to be presented by 
the Scottish Government’s 
building standards divi-

Council wins building standards award
sion and are based entirely 
on performance informa-
tion submitted on a quar-
terly basis.

Cabinet member for 
economy and commu-
nities, Councillor Marie 
Burns, is delighted with 
the award. She said: ‘The 
council’s vision is to be a 
leading organisation de-
fi ned by excellent and in-
novative services and this 
award shows that we are 
on track to achieving that 
vision. 

‘Our staff in building 
standards do remarkable 
work every day. Every 
member of the team chal-
lenges themselves to im-
prove the excellent ser-
vice they already deliver 
and I am thrilled that their 
performance has been for-
mally recognised through 
this inaugural award.’

The awards were pre-
sented at the Local Au-
thority Building Standards 
Scotland annual general 
meeting on May 26.
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Arran art featured at new
Woodland View facility

The Isle of Arran Rotary 
Club has had an inter-

Twelve backlit photos of 
Arran are on display at 
Woodland View, the new 
£46 million adult mental 
health and community fa-
cility at Ayrshire Central 
Hospital in Irvine. 

The artworks that fea-
ture Arran have been tak-
en over the course of a year 
and are showcased in the 
main corridor of the facili-
ty as part of an art strategy 
for the new development 
that opened its doors last 
month.

The photos that are on 
display were all put to a 
public vote through a weekly 

art blog ‘Points of View’ 
which asked people to vote 
for their favourites and the 
winners were the ones that 
are on display. 

Linda Boyd, programme 
manager for Woodland 
View, led the delivery of 
the art strategy along with a 
member of the public, Clive 
Sheppard. 

Therapeutic 
Project director John Scott 

said: ‘The art strategy rec-
ognises the signifi cant role 
that surroundings can play 
when creating a welcom-
ing and therapeutic atmos-
phere. 

‘The artworks fully com-
plement the design of the 
facility and help us provide 
the best possible healing 
environment for patients 
and a safe, inspiring work-
ing environment for staff.’

Linda added: ‘On behalf 
of the art strategy group, 
Clive and I would like to in-
vite you to come to Wood-
land View at any time. Visit 
us and fi nd out how we have 
used Ayrshire and Arran’s 
landscape to create unique 
artworks to bring the out-
doors inside and to see our 
gallery which will change 
throughout the year.’

The photos at Woodland View.

On the road with the Isle of 
Arran Rotary Club

Ken Bone shows Jim Lees and other rotary members 
round his hydro plant. 

Rotary members enjoy their ride in the Mogabout. 

esting few weeks, writes 
Linda MacCallum. 

On Tuesday April 26, the 
club members had an inter-
esting talk from Alison Tait.  
Alison has a background in 
exporting and offi ce man-
agement and had been the 
chief executive of the Rob-
ert Burns World Federa-
tion from 2011 to 2015. 
She is now the chief exec-
utive of Break the Silence, 
an Ayrshire charity which 
supports adult survivors of 
childhood sexual abuse and 
rape.

She gave an interesting 
account of her time with the 
Robert Burns World Feder-
ation and then introduced 
us to Break the Silence and 
the support and therapies 
that are available for this 
vulnerable group.  Many 
people throughout Ayrshire 
have found the charity a 
place to deal with the issues 

they have and, for many, it 
is the fi rst time they have 
had support and help.

The club has also had a 
social evening when mem-
bers went to the Kinloch 
Hotel for an excellent eve-
ning of food and chat.

On Tuesday May 10, in 
glorious Arran weather, 
club members were taken 
by Ken Bone and Alex 
Dickenson in the Mogabout 
to the hydro development 
that has been constructed 
up in the hills on his land. 

The 4.2 kilometres of 
road, constructed to facili-
tate this development, took 
us up to the intakes in the 
hills. Apart from seeing the 
work that has been done, 
members got to see the 
amazing views on a beau-
tiful evening and encoun-
tered some of the wildlife 

that lives high in the hills. 
After they had been to see 
the powerhouse, they re-
turned to the farmhouse and 
had a wonderful meal cour-
tesy of Ken and Eleanor. It 
was a wonderful evening 
spent in good company. 

The wishing well con-
tinues to be emptied regu-
larly with a steady income 
for the Rotary. This month 
the club gave a donation to 

Knit Bits, a group that was 
formed last year for the 
community in the sheltered 
housing complex in Glen 
Estates who come togeth-
er on a weekly basis to knit 
items for charities.

The club continues to 
meet weekly at present 
at the Auchrannie Spa on 
Tuesdays at 7pm and new 
members are always wel-
come.
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A great photograph of a sandwich tern by Brian Couper. They are not an easy 
bird to capture on camera and this one shows the distinguishing feature – the 
black bill with the yellow tip. 

Sandwich terns are great to 
watch feeding

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

Terns are summer visitors 
and passage migrants to 
Arran. They are generally 
slender, lightly-built birds 
with long, forked tails, nar-
row wings, long bills, and 
relatively short legs. Most 
species are pale grey above 
and white below, with a 
contrasting black cap to the 
head. 

The species that you are 
most likely to see feeding 
on the sea round the coast 
of Arran is the sandwich 

tern, particularly in the 
spring and autumn. 

Although the sandwich 
tern does not breed on Arran ,
it is a regular passage mi-
grant as it heads north from 
west Africa in the spring to 
breeding colonies in Europe 
making the return journey 
in the autumn.

Like most terns, sandwich 
terns feed almost entirely 
on small fi sh, squid and 
crustaceans, which it catch-
es by plunging into the water 

from a height of fi ve to sev-
en metres. When forag-
ing over shallow water, the 
sandwich tern may hover 
stationary over the water 
while it searches for prey, 
before ascending and rap-
idly diving to feed. It may 
also snatch its prey from the 
surface of the water, by fl y-
ing low and skimming the 
waves. Watching sandwich 
terns feed is fascinating.

Sandwich terns can easily 
be distinguished from other 

terns. It is the only tern with 
a long, thin black bill with 
a pale yellow tip. It is pale 
grey above and white be-
low, with a contrasting 
black cap to the head with a 
black crest of spiky, slightly 
shaggy-looking feathers that 
extend from the back of the 
crown.

The sandwich tern can be 
found in Europe, Africa, 
western Asia, and the south-
ern Americas. It breeds sea-
sonally on the coast of much 
of Europe east to the Caspi-
an Sea, wintering from the 
Caspian, Black and Medi-
terranean seas to the coasts 
of western and southern 
Africa also from the south 
Red Sea to north-west India 
and Sri Lanka. In the Amer-
icas, it breeds from Virgin-
ia to Texas, on the coasts 
of the Yucatan Peninsu-
la, Lesser Antilles, Vene-
zuela, French Guiana, east-
ern Brazil and Argentina. It 
winters from Texas down to 
southern Argentina, in the 
Greater Antilles and from 
southern Mexico down to 
northern Chile.

They are long-lived birds. 
One ringed bird photo-

graphed in Kildonan had 
been ringed in Aberdeen-
shire 19 years previously as 
a chick. 

The only other tern that 
is regularly seen on Arran 
is the Arctic tern. There is 
a small breeding colony 
on Pladda. These terns are 
slighter than sandwich terns 
and have red bills and legs. 

Other terns have been re-
corded but are uncommon. 
The common tern was last 
recorded in 2013, little tern 
in 2007, black tern in 1992 

and roseate tern in 1984.
Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk.  
I look forward to hearing 
from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Arran,
purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012  as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2015 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk.



Arran Banner, Saturday 4 June, 2016  www.arranbanner.co.uk 20 YEARS AGO  17

TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 8 June, 1996
 Beef back on menu
It was one of the fi rst acts of the new North 
Ayrshire Council to ban beef in primary 
schools and to make sure that an alterna-
tive was always offered to secondary pu-
pils after the recent scare. Arran farmers 
were particularly saddened because they 
felt that the council was giving the thumbs 
down to local beef. Soon after the direc-
tive, the Arran National Farmers’ Union 
wrote to the council  expressing its concern 
and confi rming its complete confi dence in 
Arran beef. 

Early this week Margie Currie of the 
NFU received offi cial word from the head 
of catering that Arran beef could be served 
in Arran schools. Having previously come 
from the mainland, beef will now come 
from Donald Galbraith in Blackwater-
foot where it will be served at Arran High 
School and at the primary schools once a 
new directive is received from the council. 

 School anniversary
To celebrate the 50th year of Arran High 
School, a series of events will be held this 
year and next to celebrate the anniver sary. 
As a curtain-raiser, the music pupils and 
teachers are holding an end-of-term con-

Glynis MacAlister and Charlie won 
the Bert Keachie Shield at the Arran 
Riding Club Showing Show which 
took place in the Mid-Mayish � eld in 
Brodick last Sunday. Charlie’s owner 
Willie McKinlay is also pictured. B23twe06

cert on Wednesday evening which boasts 
a large number of participants from the 
school. Naturally there will be an absence 
of senior pupils due to the SCE exams but 
the fi rst event of the celebration will be 
well worth attending. 

 Aromatics expansion
A £365,000 development at Arran Aromat-
ics, now starting, is aimed at securing the 
fi rm’s 35-strong workforce and at creating 
10 new jobs. Mainly warehousing, the new 
buildings will be built by AIE and leased to 
Arran Aromatics. The project has also re-
ceived funding from Highlands and Islands 
Objective 1 European Aid programme. Iain 
Russell of Arran Aromatics said: ‘At one 
point we considered shutting down our op-
erations on Arran and moving to the main-
land but AIE has worked with us on this 
project to secure local jobs and provide a 
platform for additional employment.’

 New CalMac sailing 
Last Saturday CalMac made its fi rst pas-
senger sailing to and from England. MV 
Claymore sailed from Ardrossan to Doug-
las, Isle of Man, and then to Heysham. The 
Saturday sailings to the Isle of Man will 
continue for seven weeks.

The winner of the Arran Open played over two days at Brodick Golf Club last 
week was Mr A Gold. With Mr Gold is club captain Douglas Jenkins and Gillian 
McCreadie of the Isle of Arran Distillery. B23twe01

Charles Hendry and John Sillars inspect the gleaming engine of a Rover which 
was on display at the Heritage Museum on Sunday when the East Ayrshire Car 
Club held its vintage rally. B23twe02

Lamlash Primary pupils 
work happily alongside 

the over-50s when 
members of the Arran 

Textiles Group ran a 
series of workshops 

teaching P7 pupils the 
basics of weaving. B23twe03

Local pair Andy Surridge and Nikki 
McGovern performed as Tattiebogle 
at the 8th Arran Folk Festival which 
included concerts in village halls 
around the island as well as visits to 
schools and sessions in pubs. B23twe04

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open              9am-dusk
Arran Brewery Mon - Sat 10am - 5pm, Sunday - 12.30pm - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash tennis courts/putting green Open all day
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 4th June
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
RNLI shop Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets – surgery Brodick, 9.30am - 11am
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9-12noon
Lamlash Bowling Club rink game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club open day Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Live music – Supa & Di Kryptonites The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Open garden – model rrains for Smile train  47 Murray Cres, Lamlash 10am - 5pm
Arran singers concert Lamlash High School, 7.30pm
Arran Folk Festival – open session Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 12noon - 5pm
Arran Folk Festival – singing workshop Brodick Hall, 1pm
Arran Folk Festival – evening concert Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
 Sunday 5th June
Family games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
RNLI shop Lamlash, 2pm - 4pm
AA meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open session – All musicians an singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Live music – Supa & Di Kryptonites The PHT, Lamlash, 1pm
Open garden – model trains for Smile train  47 Murray Cres, Lamlash 10am - 5pm
Arran Folk Festival – survivors’  concert Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 12noon - 5pm
Arran Folk Festival – guitar workshop Brodick Hall, 1pm
 Monday 6th June
Over-50s badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets – surgery 9am - 10.30am & 3pm - 4pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
WBay Bowling Club rink game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game Brodick bowling club, 6.45pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Summer bridge Arran High School, 6.30pm

Tuesday 7th June
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets – surgery 9am - 10.30am
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
RunArran run coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
RUNFIT Ormidale Park, 6.45am
Open cricket session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Paintings Tour Brodick Castle, 2pm
Flow Yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
W Bay Drama rehearsal Village Hall 7.30pm

Wednesday 8th June
Rock and pop bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets – surgery Brodick, 9am - 10.30am & 6pm - 7pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting and crochet drop-in group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game Brodick bowling club, 6.45pm
Flow Yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Lamlash coffee morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am -12 noon
Spring snacks Lochranza Field Centre, 11am - 2pm
Bronze Age Round House Open Day Brodick Castle

Thursday 9th June
Morning fi tness        Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets – surgery 9am - 10.30am
Ladies hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran mixed ability Brodick, 5.30pm
Cardiac rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
Burger and quiz  nightFelicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Tennis senior club night Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, 5.30pm
Mixed martial arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Caring for the Castle Brodick Castle, 2pm
Factory tours Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 6pm - 8pm

Friday 10th June
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza kids’ badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets – surgery 9am - 10.30am and 3pm - 4pm
AA meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Frydays at Lochranza Field Centre Field Centre, Lochranza, 5.30pm - 8pm
Factory tours Arran Aromatics, 11am - 3pm
Open gardens – trains 47 Murray Cres, Lamlash, 10am - 5pm
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Recruitment

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

LGV Driver/Machine Operator | NAY01460 

Temporary for 26 weeks 
37.00 hours weekly | £9.79 - £10.73 per hour

Closing date 08/06/2016

Isle of Arran, Arran Waste Transfer Station, Brodick

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Drive Times

Contact 07767 494931 
or davidbaker99@btinternet.com

Jaguar 22 Yacht 22ft
4berth yacht on launch trailer at Lochranza on Arran.  Slab 

reefed main, new roller jib, basic electronics, all rigging and 
operational gear in working order.  The boat needs cosmetic 

TLC.  See www.jaguaryachts.co.uk.g8seq.com for boat details.  
6hp Tohatsu engine available but not included.

£800

Tel: 01770 600273 after 6pm (Arran)

Renault Megane
Island car, low 
mileage, very good 
condition
£800

Volkswagen 2002 Bora 2.0

Please phone 07980671267 (Arran) 

TDi, super 
condition, full 
service history, 
new tyres, new 
battery, 2 owners.

£1400

Tel : 01770 860324 (Arran)

Honda CR-V Diesel Sport
130,000 miles with 
FSH.
MOT until 
28/03/2017 recent 
service
£3,900

Tel: 01770 860330 (Arran)

Suzuki Grand Vitara

51 Reg - 1600 engine, 
good running order

12 months mot
£950

 Tel: 01770 820660 (Arran)

Citroen 2CV Special
Only 28,000 miles. 
Minimal use since 
major refurbishment 
by marque specialist. 
Great fun and a good 
investment.
£7500

BRODICK GOLF CLUB
CLEANER 
REQUIRED
Contact Douglas

Tel: 01770 302349

Chef de Parties 
Full time positions available within our award winning Restaurant. We are looking for talented 

and experienced chefs to work who can bring a positive working attitude. Salaries between 
£18000-£21000 per annum

Kitchen Porter
Full or part time positions available working between the 3 restaurants. Carry out cleaning 
duties of all areas in the kitchen to support the chefs. Flexible working hours available to 

accommodate travel.

Breakfast or Evening F&B Assistants 
Full or part time positions available to join our F&B team. We can offer either breakfast or 
evening shifts. Positive attitude and team work ethics is what we are looking for, we will 

provide the knowledge. 

Arran Adventure Seasonal Instructor
Arran Adventure is look for a seasonal Instructor from Mid-June to end of August. Covering 

key activities like kayaking, abseiling, gorge walking, archery, Mountains biking and Segway’s. 
Experience is essential and relevant qualifications are required. Additional training given. 

All positions will benefit from free leisure club membership worth up to £800 with 28 days 
holiday per year and various other discounts within the resort.  Full descriptions can be found 

at www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk
IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT

Sign up for 
job alerts
at hijobs.net

RECRUITMENT
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Trade Classifi eds NEWSPAPERS 
WORK FOR US

print l online l tablet l mobile

Leading Scots business figures back the  
campaign to highlight the importance of  

the Scottish newspaper industry

Alasdair Houston Gretna Green Ltd Alistair Moffat Scotland’s DNA Andrew  
Chalmers Davidson Chalmers Andy Willox Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) in 

Scotland Anne Clyde UK Steel Enterprise Anne Ledgerwood St. Enoch Centre Atholl 
Duncan ICAS Bill Munro Barrhead Travel Brendan Dick BT Cahal Dowds Deloitte 
UK Chris van der Kuyl 4J David Borthwick Glen Turner Distillery Ltd David Doig 

OPITO David Lonsdale Scottish Retail Consortium David Melvin Cordia David Smith 
Henderson Logie Dundee Dean Hunter Hunter Adams Debbie Houston Dales Cycles 

Dominic McKay Scottish Rugby Union Donald J Trump The Trump 
Organisation Douglas Craig Craig Group Douglas McCrea McCrea Financial

Services Eddie Hawthorne Arnold Clark Eric Hagman Matthew Algie and Company 
Ltd Gordon Merrylees The Royal Bank of Scotland Iain MacRitchie MCR Holdings 
Jack Robertson Thorntons Law LLP Jacqueline Law Aberdein Considine Jamie

 Livingston Livingston James Group John McDonough Speyside Distillers Company 
Ltd John Reid Michelin Tyres Katherine Garrett-Cox CBE Alliance Trust PLC Keith 
Anderson ScottishPower Keith M Miller Miller Group Ken Barclay The Royal Bank 

of Scotland Lesley Eccles FanDuel Lesley Knox V&A Dundee Liz Cameron Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce Limited Malcolm McNaught The Glasgow Academy Marc 

Taylor Tay Letting Ltd Martin Gilbert Aberdeen Asset Management Martin Sime 
SCVO Mike Brown Anderson Anderson & Brown LLP Mike Cantlay VisitScotland Niall 
MacDonald Tullis Russell Professor David Thomson MMR Group Richard Ellison 

Doubletree By Hilton Robert Collier Aberdeen & Grampian Chamber of Commerce 
Robert Stephen Celebrations of Turriff Robin Kiely Ryanair Ryan Currie Buchanan 

Bespoke Ryan James Two Fat Ladies Scott Black FWB Park Brown Ltd Scott Whyte 
Watermans Accident Claims and Care Simon Brown Anderson Strathern LLP Simon 

Pengelley Morrisons Academy Simon Rettie Rettie + Company Sir Angus Grossart 
Noble Grossart Sir Tom Farmer Maidencraig Investments Limited Stephen Flynn 
Glasgow Taxis Ltd Stephen Gibb Shepherd & Wedderburn Stephen Ingledew 

Standard Life Stephen McNaughton Origin RPM Limited Stewart Milne Stewart Milne 
Group Stuart Patrick Glasgow Chamber of Commerce Usman Khushi Trespass

www.scotns.org.uk

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

GARDENER

Classifi eds
BATHS

Page 24
UNDER £50

Silent night super king bed 
Tel: 600620
Lawnmower petrol, 
Husqvarna model R525 
good working order £30 
Tel: 302167
Small hedge cutter McCon-
nell 2 stroke serviced £45, 
US Mail box - new £25, 
Electric fl ymo excellent 
£30, Hitachi Hoover £35 
Tel: 07980671267
Chaise longue - small 
couch with storage, Pale 
green £60ono  Tel: 302596
Gents & Ladies golf clubs 
and putters £30 the lot or 
separate Tel: 700591

FREE TO UPLIFT
Old double bed with new 
mattress Tel: 07771515121

OVER £50
Yamaha outboard 4HP, 
4-stroke.  Less than 2 
hours fresh water tank run-
ning only £420 Tel: 01770 
860324
Hoover washer/dryer great 
condition £130, Hedge cut-
ter 22” blade, excellent £75, 
Chainsaw small size £75, 
Drill - Erbauer 18v in case 
with new spare battery £65, 
Ladies mountain bike re-
cent service £55, dryer ma-
chine excellent £65, Gents 
mountain bike £60 Tel: 
07980671267
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

HAPPY 60TH

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 5th June

Holy Communion, 11am
 Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.

Wednesday 8th June
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
 together
Minister: 

Rev Angus Adamson,
 Parish assistant:

 Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited. 

Sunday 5th June
Lochranza Church

 9.30am Morning Worship.
Pirnmill Church

10.45am Morning Worship.
Shiskine Church

12noon Morning Worship.
Brodick Church

10.30am Morning Worship. 
Corrie Church

 11.30am Prayer Meeting 
12noon Morning Worship. 

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose

House at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 5th June

Rev Lily McKinnon
Kilmory 10 am

Lamlash 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 5th June

 Morning Service. 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 5th June
Vigil Mass 7.30pm

Morning Mass 11am

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 5th June
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson at 10.30am.

  Tea and coffee will be served 
after the service.

 All most welcome to stay and 
enjoy more fellowship.
 There will be service in

 Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to 
which all friends are invited.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 5th June 
Service 11am at

 Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and Coffee after

the service.
Wednesday at 7.30pm

 Home Fellowship Group for 
Bible Study and Prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 5th June 

Shiskine 11am (Church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm (Church behind 

post offi ce)
Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Ewan McKinnon, 
Brodick champion 
for the ninth time. 

Brodick Golf Club
Saturday, May 28, Club 
Championship, semi-fi nals: 
Ewan McKinnon bt Gordon 
Hendry, Marc Mclelland bt 
Ross Duncan. Final, Ewan 
McKinnon bt Marc Mclel-
land.
 An imperious perfor-
mance from Ewan proved 
too much for Marc, who 
had played really well in 
previous rounds to beat 
some of the club’s best 
players. Ewan, who under-
went major surgery only 
three months ago, has re-
turned to his very best form 
incredibly quickly and, 
with his nine championship 
wins, passes the eight of the 
legendary Willie Innes. 
 Stevie Bunyan’s tally of 12 
championships must now be 
a realistic target for Ewan.

Ladies Championship 
fi nal: Ann May bt Su-
san Butchard. A member 
at Brodick since she was 
a young girl, Ann May ex-
pressed her total delight in 
winning at her fi rst attempt, 
beating 2015 champion 
Susan in a match which 
produced some high quality 
golf from both ladies. It 
will be no surprise if Ann 
goes on to win many more 
championships in the years 
to come.

Junior Championship: 
Adam McNicol bt Matthew 
MacDonald. Not too many 
entries this year. The boys 

 Brodick championship � nalists. Runner-up, Marc Mclelland, champion 
Ewan McKinnon, lady champion Ann May, runner-up Susan Butchard, junior 
champion Adam McNicol, runner-up Matthew MacDonald. 

played a close and enter-
taining match.

Wednesday May 25, Sum-
mer Cup: 41 played, CSS 
64. Terry Raeside 69-
11=58, Jimmy Armit 71-
11=60, Alistair Hume 
71-10=61; scratch, Ross 
Duncan 67. Terry delighted 
to get back his single fi gure 
handicap. 

Sunday May 29, Bogey: 
16 played, CSS 63. Matthew 
Keir (5) 6up, Iain Keen (18) 
1up, John McKean (13) 1up. 
Great score by Matt who hit a 
scratch one under par 64.

Fixture: Saturday, June  4 
and Sunday, June 5, Arran 
Open Championship.

Ladies section: Tuesday, 
May 24, Club Trophy 2: 
nine played, CSS 67. 1 Ann 
May, 73-6=67, 2 Gege Kro-
ner 89-21=68. Club Trophy 
winner, Susan Butchard, 
141pts, runner-up, Aileen 
Latona, 142pts.

Tuesday, May 24, nine-hole 
Stableford: three played, 
1 Liz Robertson 18 pts. 

Fixture: Tuesday, June 7, 
medal and nine-hole Sta-
bleford.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday, May 24, Peter 
Sutton: 10 played, CSS 65 
R/O. 1 J O’Sullivan 87-
17=70 BIH, 2 B Sherwood 
83-13=70, 3 P Betley 82-
12=70.

Tuesday, May 24, Lady 
Mary: four played, CSS 68 
R/O. 1 F Scott 99-26=73, 
2 E Ross 102-23=79, 3 E 
Kelso 99-19=80.

Fixtures: Saturday June 4, 
Duncan Sillars and second 
round of gents champion-
ship.  Please note 12.30pm 
only. 

Monday June 6, gents 
championship quarter-fi nal 
at 5.30pm. 

Tuesday, June 7, Peter 
Sutton and second round 
of ladies championship at 
12.30pm and 5.30pm. 

Thursday, June 9, Presi-
dent’s Cup quarter-fi nal at 
5.30pm. 

Monday, June 6, draw 
will be made for the Law-
son-Cameron Handicap K/O.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday May 26, Summer 
Cup and Medal Shield: CSS 
64, par 64). 1 N Macintyre 
71-8=63 BIH, 2 Iain Mur-
chie 68-5=63, 3 N Young 
70-5=65. Best scratch I 
Murchie (68). Magic twos, 
J Young (2), S MacFarlane, 
P Jamieson.

Sunday May 29, Hastings 
Mug: CSS 64, par 64. 1 I 
Bremner 69-7=62, 2 I Tay-
lor 81-18=63, 3 Alan Smith 
76-12=64. Best scratch, I 
Bremner 69. Magic twos, I 
Bremner (2), P Cowan.

Fixtures: Sunday June 5, 
Hamilton Bowl, round two, 

at 9.30am and 12.30pm. 
Thursday, June 9, Summer 
Cup, make up own games, 
see starter for times.

Ladies section: Wednes-
day, May, 25, championship 
qualifying round one, CSS 
64, 11 played. 1 Rachel 
Wren 86-21=65, 2 Kate 
McAdam 88-20=68, BIH, 3 
June Richardson 93-25=68, 
Scratch, Rachel Wren 86, 
Ellie Jones. 

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday May 21, sweep. 
Very few participants due to 
a competing event at Hamp-
den. Great result by Alistair 
McDonald with a net 64.

Wednesday May 25. 
Large entry of 22 chasing 
the magic twos pot. Seven 
twos in all returned includ-
ing three by Rab Logan but 
again none of them at the 
correct hole. 1 R Mlotek 75-
18=57, 2 R Logan 65-7=58, 
3 P McKinnon 83-25=58. 
Scratch R Logan 65.

Saturday May 27, Jack 
Logan Memorial. Ben Innes 
visits the winners circle yet 
again. 1 B Innes 77-19=58, 
2 B Rooney 74-13=61, 3 J 
Adams 71-9=62. Scratch. S 
Beardsley and A Napier 70. 
Magic twos D Logan, J Ad-
ams and A Napier.

Happy Birthday 
Donald

Love Mum, John, Lynne and Struan

Look who 
is 60!!!

McILWHAM - Janet
Passed away peacefully at her 
home on Monday 30th May 
2016. Much loved, never for-
gotten by her son and grand-
children. Private funeral.

COOK - Jean
The Cook family would like to 
thank all those who cared for 
Jean over the years, the Ar-
ran Home Care Team, District 
Nurses, Doctors and all the 
staff at Montrose House.
We would also like to thank all 
friends and neighbours who at-
tended the funeral service and 
all those who sent letters and 
cards. Many thanks also to 
Rev Benjamin Van Reusburg 
and Mrs Jean Hunter for the 
lovely service and David and 
Clair Hendry for the funeral 
arrangements.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Home and away success for 
island’s junior hockey club

Hazel Kerr defending against a strong Uddingston attack. 

Arran have to settle for a hard-fought draw in friendly
goal managed to get one in 
the back of the net when 
Lorraine Hewie scored the 
fi rst goal, assisted by some 
great passing from Ellie 
Wood and Abbie McKelvie.  

Uddingston returned with 
two goals in quick succes-
sion giving a score of 2-1 to 
Uddingston at half time.  

Ellie Wood came off just 
before half time with a 
knee injury, and Arran ral-
lied their forces and adjust-
ed the team positioning for 
the second half.

After the break, Udding-
ston added to their lead 
with another goal but Ar-
ran were not ready to give 
up the game and fought 
back with two super goals 
from Susie Murchie, both 
of which came from crack-
ing passes from her sister, 
Helen Thomson.

With minutes to go Helen 
made another across the D 
pass which was narrowly 

missed by the striking force 
and took the chance of a 
lead with it, the fi nal whis-
tle was blown on a 3-3 
draw. 

The team would like to 
thank Pauline Reid and Phil 
Adams for umpiring the 
match. Pauline is under-
going training through 
Scottish Hockey’s umpiring 
programme in order for her 
to attain the UKCC Level 
One in umpiring (previously 
classed as a ‘C’ badge um-
pire), which is not compul-
sory to umpire in the 4th 
division but is in higher di-
visions. So if Arran gain 
promotion to a higher divi-
sion a qualifi ed umpire will 
be needed.

Uddingston have asked if 
they can come over to Arran 
again for another friendly 
and the teams are looking to 
arrange this for some time 
in August, before the league 
season starts.

Arran Ladies 3
Uddingston Ladies 3 

The hockey season may 
be over but Arran Ladies 
Hockey Club had a visit 
from Uddingston Hockey 
Club last Saturday to play a 
friendly match, due to Ud-
dingston not being able to 
play the league home game 
on Arran in February.  

Uddingston came over 
with a mix of 1st and 2nd 
team players. The fi rsts 
have just successfully won 
the West District 3rd di-
vision and been promoted 
to 2nd division, so a tough 
match was ahead for Arran 
Ladies.

Arran’s vice-captain, Cat 
Galbraith, was in goal in 
the absence of Ali Holling-
worth, and Arran welcomed 
a couple of new young 
players to the club, Jemima 
Currie and Hazel Kerr.  

Arran came out fi ghting 
and after a few attempts on 

Arran Junior Hockey 
Club have had a busy cou-
ple of weekends with some 
friendly home and away 
matches organised by the 
club chairman Andrew 
Robinson.

On Saturday May 14, 15 
children from Irvine Junior 
Hockey Club came over to 
Arran to play some mixed 
friendly games at the Ormi-
dale astroturf pitch.

The coaches from both 
clubs ran a series of warm-
ups and fun drills that the 
children took part in be-
fore playing friendly games 
with mixed teams. The vis-

Club members at the National Hockey Centre. 

itors were very complimen-
tary about the organisa-
tion and the welcome that 
they received and said that 
they look forward to future 
events on Arran. 

On Sunday May 22, a 
group of 25 children from 
club went to the National 
Hockey Centre in Glasgow 
to play a mini tournament 
against Kelburne Junior 
Hockey Club.

The children were in for 
a treat, as when they ar-
rived, the centre was host-
ing the over-40s men’s cup 
fi nal, featuring Scotland 
versus Ireland. The Arran 

youngsters arrived in time 
to watch the second half of 
the international match and 
were thrilled to learn that, 
although the fi nal score end-
ed in a 0-0 draw, the result 
made Scotland the cup 
winners.        

After watching the offi cial 
match, the children from 
Arran and Kelburne clubs 
warmed up for their hockey 
tournament, amid the cel-
ebrations of the national 
team, before enjoying 
two hours of mini hockey 
matches in pleasant sunny 
conditions. 

The U14 team won all 
their matches, the U12s put 
up a good fi ght with very 
narrow margin losses and 
the U10s and U8s enjoyed 
a series of non-competi-
tive games and great prom-
ise was shown in the grow-
ing ability and game play of 
the children.

The sportsmanship and 
conduct of the children 
from both clubs was excep-
tional and a fun day was en-
joyed by all.

The club wish to thank the 
committee members and 
parent helpers, who manned 
the tuck shop on Arran for 
the day, and the coaches for 

their time and commitment 
to the children and the club.     

Arran Junior Hockey Club 
holds training sessions at 
the Ormidale astroturf on 
Tuesday nights from 6pm 
to 7pm and the sessions are 
open to all children aged 
fi ve to 14. New players are 
always welcome.  

The Arran teams play-
ing at the National Hock-
ey Centre were:  U14: El-
lie Wood, Elyse Aitken, 
Mia Walker, Thomas Gil-
more, Sam Reid, Jemima 
Currie and Freya McNicol. 
U12: Aidan Hewie, Jessica 
Reid, Alfi e Robinson, Meg-
an McCartney, Isla McKel-

vie, Isabella Reid and Char-
li Hodgart. U10: Andrew 
McKelvie, Harry Gilmore, 
Annie Mckelvie, Viktor 
Jablonska, John-Lee Hod-
gart and Kaitlin Haddow. 
U8: Kellen Craig, Alex 
Haddow, Logan Paterson, 
Alfi e Gilmore and Kayla 
Hewie.

Members of the Arran Junior Hockey Club who took 
part in the friendly games against Irvine Junior 
Hockey Club in Brodick.
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Michael Jackson is raising 
money for the charity Get 
Kids Going. 

He has already run the 
London Marathon and on 
Saturday May 28 Michael 
and his family took part in 
the Edinburgh Marathon 
Festival.
 Michael ran the 10k, Deb-
bie, Abbie, Sarah and Char-

Arran’s favourite pastime, 
football, has seen a rise in 
popularity with the for-
mation of a youth football 
team and, on the opposite 
end of the spectrum, Arran 
Walking Football Group. 

The walking football 
group is primarily aimed 
at over 55s and gives peo-
ple the chance to enjoy the 
thrills and skills of football 
but without any running.

While running is not al-
lowed, players are still able 
to take a dive to try and 
gain an advantage but with 
one of the oldest players ap-
proaching 70, this is not ad-
vised for everyone.

The ball is not allowed 
over head height so there 
is no heading and there 
is minimal contact in the 
game but the rules still al-
low players to work up a 
healthy sweat.

Twenty players have al-

Lamlash 14 Northend 0
Lamlash kicked off their football 
league campaign with an emphat-
ic 14-0 victory against Northend in 
Lochranza on Monday night. 

Grant Adamson bagged an impres-
sive fi ve goals for the visitors and 
was given referee Fergus Judge’s 
man of the match award for his ef-
forts. 

Striker James Todd also notched up 
a hat trick while Johnny Sloss got a 
brace. Northend managed to put the 
ball in the back of their own net dur-
ing the game as well. 

There was an Arran High School link 
to the other three goals with teach-
ers Barry Smith and Jack Simmons 
scoring one apiece and pupil David 
Copperwheat rounding off the scor-
ing to send the Lamlash boys to the 
top of the league after the fi rst game.

Southend 3 Shiskine 1
Just two days after the cup fi nal it 
was take two as Shiskine travelled 
to Whiting Bay to take on Southend 
again. The home team won the game 
3-1 but it could have been a lot more 
but for some fantastic saves by Fin-

lay Murchie and off-the-line clear-
ances from Stuart Crawford. 

There was an early contender for 
goal of the season from Shiskine’s 
Fred Galbraith as he struck a sweet 
outside of the boot shot from 30 yards 
into the top corner. Southend’s scor-
ers were Danny Head, Lewis Ken-
nedy and Donnie Park. Referee Iain 
McDonald named Danny Head man 
of the match.

Monday, June 6th
Lamlash vs Brodick 6.30pm.
Shiskine vs Northend 7pm.

Ciara Wood and Ruby Wright at the open water 
event. 

Walking football steps up 
the pace

Members Arran’s walking football group who play at Auchrannie Sports Hall.  

ready joined the group at 
the two sessions that have 
been held so far at the 
Auchrannie on Thursday 
nights at 7pm and numbers 
are steadily increasing. 

During the fi rst game 
scoring came slowly but 
as the players became ac-
customed to the rules and 
the game play the second 
match brought about some 
friendly competition which 
ended in a healthy score 
line of 10-9. 

Games will be held during 
the summer and winter and  
players and spectators are 
invited to join the fun.  

Organiser Ron Woods 
said: ‘People tend to scoff 
when you say ‘walking 
football’ but everyone who 
has given it a go and tak-
en part will assure you of 
the enjoyment level and 
the quite serious work-
out that you experience. If 

you’re tempted, bring your 
kit along and give it a go 

on Thursdays from 7pm 
to 8pm at the Auchrannie 

or contact myself on ron-
woods@sky.com.’

First triathlon outing 
for Arran youngsters

Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club left the island last 
Sunday to compete in the 
club’s fi rst open water tri-
athlon. Ruby Wright fi n-
ished third out of 11 in the 
girl’s Tri Star 1 category, 
posting the fastest bike split 
in her age group after fi n-
ishing her fi rst open water 
swim.
 Next up was Ciara Wood 
fi nishing fourth out of 10 in 
the Tri Star 3 category. Both 

triathletes are the youngest 
in their age categories so 
fi rst place next year girls 
please!

Compete
 The whole club leaves to-
day (Saturday) to compete 
in one of the largest events 
in Scotland, the Stirling 
Triathlon, based on the uni-
versity campus. This will 
be the fi rst full triathlon for 
most of the Arran children,  
so good luck.

Big win for Lamlash as season gets under way

Family raises money at 
Edinburgh marathon

li ran the 5k while John Lee 
and Emily ran the 1.5k, 
raising £100 to add to the 
£1,600 already collected.

Michael still plans to run 
Glasgow Mens Health 10k, 
Isle of Arran half marathon, 
Great North Run and the 
Great Scottish Run. He will 
be raising money at vari-
ous events throughout the 
year and is aiming to raise 
£2,500. Anyone wishing 
to support him can do so 
through his virginmoney-
giving page.

Michael and Debbie 
with their family 
after the Edinburgh 
Marathon Festival. 
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Sport
Southend make it two in a 
row with Haulage Cup win

The chase for the ball is on. 01_B23footy07

Southend 2, Shiskine 1
Saturday saw the final of 
the Arran Haulage Cup 
take place at Lamlash be-
tween holders Southend 
and Shiskine. 

The game turned out to be 
a scrappy encounter with 
the football not being easy 
on the eye for the crowd 
watching.

It was Shiskine that start-
ed the brighter of the two 
teams with the strong for-
ward duo of Joel Small 
and John Murchie caus-
ing the Southend back 
three problems and creating 
some good early chances. 
Shiskine midfielder Willie 
Sillars was also delivering 
some pinpoint set pieces  
but his team mates were  
unable to convert. 

However, it was Southend 
that made the breakthrough 
against the run of play. 
They were given a free kick 

on the edge of the box and 
Ryan Armstrong coolly 
curved the ball past the wall 
and into the bottom corner 
of the net. 

In the second half it didn’t 
take long for the MBS boys 
to double their lead when 
Fraser Gilbert broke free on 
a mazy run and put the ball 
past Finlay Murchie at his 
near post. 

Shiskine grabbed a goal 
with 20 minutes to go when 
John Murchie outpaced the 
Southend defence and rifled  
the ball beyond Stevie 
Judge to make it an edgy 
finish. But Southend held 
on though to win the first 
cup of the season. 

Referee Iain ‘Loci’ Mc-
Donald gave the man of the 
match to Fraser Gilbert for 
his display in the midfield 
and what turned out to be 
the winning goal.

* League reports page 23.

Jack McNally builds another Shiskine attack.
01_B23footy01

Southend �re in a shot at goal. 01_B23footy04

Southend celebrate their  cup win. 01_B23footy09


