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Plans lodged for new £9m 
hotel on old McLaren site

Pupils are Arran High School were able to get a � rst-hand look at the historic Calcutta Cup which the Scotland 
rugby union team won with a famous victory over the Auld Enemy at Murray� eld earlier this year. The cup, which 
is touring schools in Scotland, made a special appearance at the inter-schools sevens series rugby tournament in 
Brodick this week. See full report in sport. Photo by Julie McGhee

Calcutta Cup comes to ArranPlans for a new £9 mil-
lion hotel on the site of the 
former McLaren Hotel in 
Brodick have fi nally been 
lodged.

An application to build a 
97-bedroom mid-market 
hotel for the eyesore Brod-
ick seafront site has been 
submitted to North Ayr-
shire Council planners.

Behind the proposal is 
the Norfolk-based Abode 
Group which says the new 
‘apart hotel’, if approved, 
will fi ll a major gap. It will 
accommodate more than 
30,000 visitors a year and 
create between 30 and 40 
full- and part-time jobs.

The application is for the 
demolition of the existing 
hotel and the erection of a 
new hotel and restaurant on 
the site, which has become 
increasingly run down 
since the former McLaren 
Hotel closed in 2015.

The abodeGroup has been 
having ongoing detailed 
discussions with the plan-

ning department for more 
than two years for the de-
velopment which has been 
lodged under Class 7 hotels 
and hostels – which means 
that ‘no signifi cant element 
of care is provided’ at the 
establishment apart from a 
restaurant and bar.

The proposals were also 
the subject of a public con-
sultation exercise under-
taken last summer where 
there was criticism of the 
design of the new hotel as 
well as the lack of parking 
and concerns about where 
the hotel would fi nd suffi -
cient staff.

As part of the planning ap-
plication the Abobe Group 
has submitted both an eco-
nomic impact appraisal and 
a transport report in support 
of its bid.

The reports state: ‘The 
design of the proposed new 
hotel has evolved over a 
two-year period to accord 
with the council’s require-
ments and to provide an 
economically viable devel-
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opment that will meet the 
needs of the target market.

‘The hotel will provide 97 
mid-market rooms. These 
will include basic kitchen-
ettes as requested by the 
council so as to provide ad-
ditional self-contained ac-
commodation on the is-
land.’

There will also be 52 
on-site car parking spac-
es, space for the storage 

The present eyesore site of the McLaren Hotel.
01_B20mclaren02

Plans lodged for new £9m hotel
of 14 cycles, car/cycle hire 
will be available and there 
will  be an electric vehicle 
charging point.

The transport assessment, 
which was carried out by 
THaT Consultancy  (Trans-
port Highways and Traffi c 
Consultants) and states: ‘It 
is clear from this analysis 
that the proposed develop-
ment will enjoy easy, safe 
and convenient access by a 
variety of different modes 

of travel. The site is easi-
ly accessible on foot, by 
bicycle, by bus and by car/ 
motorcycle.

‘The hotel is expected to 
employ 30-40 people in to-
tal with a mix of part-time 
and full-time workers. It is 
not expected that there will 
ever be more than 30 staff 
on duty at any one time.

‘The council’s parking 
standards would there-
fore require 39 car park-
ing spaces for guests and 
10 car parking spaces for 
staff. A total of 49 car park-
ing spaces. The proposed 
site layout shows a total of 
52 car parking spaces.

‘It is understood that the 
council would like the 
hotel’s restaurant/bar to be 
open to non-residents so 
as to extend the range of 
such venues in Brodick. 
Given the site’s location 
in the centre of the town, 
the availability of over 150 
public car parking spac-

es directly outside the ho-
tel site, and given that staff 
and any non-resident cus-
tomers are expected to be 
based in Brodick, it is not 
considered necessary, or in-
deed appropriate, to make 

any specifi c additional on-
site car parking provision.’

The report adds: ‘A wide 
range of measures are pro-
posed to encourage non-
car-based modes of trav-
el by guests and staff. The 

majority of the 30 to 40 
people employed by the 
hotel will be recruited lo-
cally and will therefore be 
able to walk, cycle or use 
public transport to travel 
to/from work.’

An economic impact appraisal into the 
development has been carried out by  
Bellerby Economics. It states: ‘The pro-
posed redevelopment of the McLaren 
Hotel has the potential to provide a 
boost to the economy of Arran as it is 
expected to bring additional visitors 
and new jobs to the island. It will also 
replace a current run-down eyesore 
with a modern attractive new building; 
this is important in this location, high-
ly visible to tourists arriving by ferry.

‘As a result of the closure of the 
McLaren Hotel, there are no mid-range 
offerings on the island. The hotel de-
velopment proposal aims to fi ll that gap 
by providing a high quality, affordable 
hotel. 

‘The aim is both to increase the total 
number of visitors to the island and to 
encourage day trippers to stay longer. 

The target market is both families and 
workers, as well as golfers, hikers and 
walkers.

‘This will place pressure on other ac-
commodation providers on the island 
who employ staff at similar skills lev-
els, who currently are experiencing dif-
fi culties recruiting staff. This suggests 
that there is a pool of non-working la-
bour within North Ayrshire that could 
fi ll hospitality vacancies, particularly as 
the McLaren Hotel is committed to pro-
viding training and aims to manage and 
develop the team skills across every 
level and promote from within.

‘We estimate that the number of 
McLaren Hotel guests in a single year 
will be 31,536, and assuming an aver-
age daily expenditure away from the 
hotel of £50, the hotel guests will spend 
£1,576,800 in the local economy.’

An artist’s impression of how the new hotel will look. 

New McLaren hotel will give 
the island economy £1m boost

Consultation on development plans
Arran residents will be 
given the opportunity to 
have their say on North 
Ayrshire Council’s future 
development plans at a 
consultation meeting next 
week.

Since the publication of 
the Local Development 
Plan – which sets out how 
the council will guide de-
velopment and investment 
in the area over the next 20 
years – a region-wide con-

sultation is taking  place to 
help shape and fi nalise the 
plans.

Legal document
At the Ormidale Pavil-

ion on Tuesday May 22 be-
tween 10am and 4pm, Ar-
ran residents will be given 
their chance to contribute 
to the plan which will, once 
fi nalised, become a legal 
document the council will 
refer to when making deci-
sions on funding and plan-

ning applications among 
others.

Councillor Alex Gallagher, 
cabinet member for econ-
omy, said: ‘The Local De-
velopment Plan is impor-
tant to North Ayrshire’s 
future prosperity as it sets 
out how land will be used 
and provides a framework 
to guide development. We 
are keen to hear from as 
many local residents and 
businesses  as possible.’
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EDENMORE GUEST HOUSE
Ardrossan

Ground Floor Rooms Available. 
Pet Friendly

T: 01294 462306

Ferries must stay in 
Ardrossan during 
development works
Arran ferries must contin-
ue to go to Ardrossan dur-
ing harbour development 
works. That was the unan-
imous decision of the Isle 
of Arran Ferry Committee 
this week.

It comes following per-
sistent speculation that the 
Brodick ferry service could 
go to Troon, even for a 
short time, while redevel-
opment work is carried out 
at Ardrossan, including a 
realignment of the berth 
used by the Arran ferry.

The move is said to be 
favoured by Caledonian 
MacBrayne. However, the 
ferry committee is backing 
the use of the second Irish 
berth at Ardrossan during 
the works.

At Monday night’s month-
ly meeting of the commit-
tee, Arran MSP Kenneth 
Gibson raised the issue of 
Ardrossan Harbour’s rede-
velopment, which was not 
on the agenda, and made 
clear his opposition to any 
possibility of closing the 
harbour to ferries while it 
is being upgraded.

After all, he argued, Brod-
ick did not close when it 
was being redeveloped and 

Kenneth Gibson.
01_B20ardrossan02

there are two berths at Ar-
drossan. Mr Gibson asked 
CalMac and the committee 
for their views.

None of the fi ve Cal-
mac representatives in at-
tendance said they knew 
enough about the Ardros-
san redevelopment to give 
an opinion, although they 
said ‘safety came fi rst’.

However, marine manager 
Lee McDowall, who is a 
skipper, said that while 
safety is always the fi rst 
consideration ‘the Irish 
berth is safe and is current-
ly used in about eight per 
cent of sailings’.

Chairman Iain Thomson 
said: ‘The ferry committee 
is absolutely adamant that 
we must retain the Ardros-
san to Brodick route while 
Ardrossan Harbour is being 
redeveloped.’

Committee members 
agreed unanimously that 
sailings to and from Ar-
drossan should continue 
during the redevelopment, 
with Gourock remaining as 
the ‘port of refuge’ in bad 

weather. Members added 
that Troon should not be 
considered at all, given the 
impact that would have 
on the number of sailings 
and thus capacity, island-
ers, care and other workers, 
businesses, visitors and the 
Arran and Ardrossan econ-
omies.

The ferry committee, 
which operates behind 
closed doors, has members 
representing groups rang-
ing from Arran Communi-
ty Council and VisitArran 
to Stagecoach and the Na-
tional Farmers’ Union.

Mr Gibson commented: 

‘I am delighted at the 
unanimous support for Ar-
drossan and the views ex-
pressed by and at the ferry 
committee.

‘I will take this clear po-
sition to transport minis-
ter Humza Yousaf and then 
to the next meeting of the 
Ardrossan Harbour Task 
Force on June 28. I am 
convinced that, with Mr 
Yousaf himself among the 
many preferring contin-
ued sailings from Ardros-
san during redevelopment, 
this will now happen and I 
will certainly urge him to 
ensure that it does.’

The ferry committee wants to use the Irish berth at Ardrossan Harbour. 01_B20ardrossan01
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Arran could become 
the first island to be 
dementia friendly
A bid is being made to turn 
Arran into Scotland’s fi rst 
dementia friendly island.

The idea has the backing 
of Councillor Jimmy Mill-
er, who is the older peo-
ple’s champion for North 
Ayrshire Council. He vis-
ited Arran last week and 
said: ‘Given the excellent 
facilities on Arran I think 
this is something that could 
be really benefi cial to the 
whole community.’

A scheme, Dementia 
Friendly Prestwick, is al-
ready up and running and 
this would be used as the 
base model for any island 
scheme. Their slogan is: 
‘If we get it right for peo-
ple with dementia, we get it 
right for everyone.’

Being dementia friendly 
means to  support people 
with dementia, and their 
families/carers, to be in-
cluded and remain part of 
their community for as long 
as possible.

This can be achieved 
through raising aware-
ness of dementia locally, in 
order to reduce stigma and 
provide education and ad-
vice to local residents and 
businesses.

‘Even the simplest of 
training to teach the shop 

Councillor Jimmy Miller outside Montrose House during his visit to Arran. 01_B20dementia01

assistants to keep an eye 
out customers showing the 
fi rst signs of dementia can 
help,’ Councillor Miller  
told the Banner.

During his trip he visited 
Montrose House and spoke 
to residents who use the 
Stronoch Day Centre. He 
said: ‘I have been im-
pressed by the standard of 
care on the island and the 
facilities which are avail-
able.’ The Stevenston rep-

resentative also visited the 
Arran Outdoor Education 
Centre, which he described 
as an ‘impressive facility’ 
which he said he was keen 
to spread the word about on 
the mainland.

Introduced
Dementia friendly com-

munities started in Japan. 
They are now being intro-
duced in the UK and in oth-
er countries, predominantly 
in Europe and USA. Prest-

wick is be the fi rst demen-
tia friendly town in Ayr-
shire and one of the few in 
Scotland.

Collin Adams, the social 
services team manager for 
Arran, said: ‘It sounds like 
a good fi t for the island and 
we hope to visit Prestwick 
in the near future to learn 
from their experience.’ 

Anyone interested in get-
ting involved should con-
tact Collin on 600742.

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.eighteen69.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

perfect for
sharing!

Why not try our wide ranging Scottish tapas
menu, with lots to choose from and 

plenty to share!

Treat yourself to a speciality cocktail or 
a wee dram from our vast whisky menu.

Open Thursday to Monday for dinner from
5.30pm with the bar open daily until 11pm.

open Thursday to
Monday, bar open daily

exciting
new tapas menu

& speciality
cocktails
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Holiday Arran
is now here
The 2018 Holiday Arran 
magazine is out now and is 
a must-read for all visitors 
and everyone who is inter-
ested in what’s going on 
around the island.

If any advertisers and 
other businesses are look-
ing for more copies of the 
free magazine, they are 
available to collect at the 
Arran Banner offi ce in 
Brodick. Alternatively, if 
anyone requires them to be 
delivered, please call the 
offi ce on 01770 302142 
and we will do our best to 
oblige.

Summer is approaching 
and with it comes the series 
of summer concerts from 
the Arran Singers.

If past shows are anything 
to go by, these concerts 
should prove to be very en-
joyable events indeed, with 
a wide variety of music, 
from a variety of eras, from 
a number of different plac-
es, a range of different per-
formers, in a number of dif-
ferent styles.

Starting with Purcell from 
the 17th century, music 
from each succeeding cen-
tury will be featured, right 
up to the present.

Included will be some of 
the great choral classics by 
Bach, Rossini and Brahms, 
going right through to Eric 
Whitacre’s lovely Seal 
Lullaby, written just a few 
years ago.

The post-war Broadway 
musicals will be featured in 

Singers prepare for 
summer concerts

It’s not all serious as some of the choir share a lighter 
moment.  Photos: David and Emma Ingham

The Arran Singers are busy with rehearsals for the shows. 

music by Lerner and Lowe, 
and Rodgers and Hammer-
stein, while the music from 
the 1960s sees a medley of 
hits by Simon and Garfun-
kel.

Two guest groups will 
also be appearing, Vivace 
and Ain’t Misbehavin’, 
each bringing their own 
distinctive repertoire and 
style to the proceedings. 

Musical jigsaw
As usual, some soloists 

from the choir will also 
feature, and to add other 
pieces to the musical jig-
saw, there will be two dif-
ferent instrumental features 
too – accordion solos and 
piano duets.

The fi rst concert is on Sat-
urday May 26 in the com-
munity theatre in Lam-
lash, the second, a week 
later, Saturday June 2 in 
Lochranza and Catacol vil-
lage hall.  Both concerts are 

at 7.30pm, and there will 
be refreshments at the in-
terval. 

So mark the dates in your 
diaries and come to what 
promise to be a very enjoy-
able evenings of music. 
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

Residents given say on 
integrated health care
Health and social care ser-
vices on Arran are to be 
further integrated into one 
team which, offi cials say, 
will allow better support 
and care for the ageing 
population.

This would result in the 
creation of one Arran care 
team working across the is-
land and a health and social 
care hub, where the major-
ity of services would be 
based.

However, before that goes 
ahead Arran residents are 
being given the chance to 
have their say on the fu-
ture services on the island 
at a series of engagement 
events.

As well as giving resi-
dents an insight into how 
health and social care ser-
vices are changing on the 
island, the events will give Councillor Robert Foster.

people the opportunity to 
have a voice in how these 
changes are implemented.

The fi rst of these is being 
held on  Monday May 21 in 
Lochranza and Catacol Vil-
lage Hall at 7.30pm with 
others around the island in 
the coming months.

Councillor Robert Foster, 
vice-chairman of the in-
tegration joint board, said 
that reducing fi nancial re-
sources, combined with 
an increasing demand on 
health and social care ser-
vices, means that the way 
these services are delivered 
has to evolve.

‘We know that we face a 
number of challenges in the 
years ahead but by plan-
ning these changes now, we 
hope that the delivery of 
health and social care ser-
vices on the island will be 

better future-proofed,’ said 
Councillor Foster.

‘We have an ageing pop-
ulation on Arran – and 
across North Ayrshire – 
and that means there will 
be an even greater demand 
for our services in the years 
ahead. At a time when we 
face reducing fi nancial re-
sources, it means that we 
have to change the way we 
deliver our services.

‘But residents should be 
assured that they remain 
the focus of these changes 
– our aim is to ensure that 
the services will be person-
centred, fl exible and the 
highest quality of care will 
remain unchanged.’

The other meetings will 
be held as follows: Mon-
day July 23, Whiting Bay 
Hall at 7.30pm; Monday 
August 20, Shiskine Hall 

at 7.30pm; Monday Sep-
tember 24, Lamlash High 
School at 7.30pm;  Monday 
November 26, Brodick Hall 
at 7.30pm.

Councillor Foster added: 
‘It’s important that the peo-
ple who live and work on 
Arran contribute to the 
planning of the changes for 
future services.

‘We believe that a more 
joined-up delivery of health 
and social care is the best 
way forward to meet these 
challenges but we are very 
keen to hear from the resi-
dents who will be affected.’

Free tea and coffee will be 
laid on at the engagement 
events and transport can be 
arranged if you need assis-
tance. For more informa-
tion on attending, contact 
Arran Services on 01770 
600516 or 600777.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
ISLE OF ARRAN FERRY COMMITTEE

To be held in the
Arran Mountain Rescue Centre, Brodick
On Monday 11th June 2018 at 1900hrs.

Nominations are invited for election of
Representative of The Independent

Traveller and should be submitted with
name and address, proposed and

seconded to Mr Iain Thomson,
John Thomson Construction Ltd,

Lamlash KA27 8NB
Not later than Monday 4th June 2018
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Marine cable installation talk-in
Scottish and Southern Electricity Net-
works (SSEN) is hosting two consultation 
events on Arran next week to seek feed-
back on its proposals to replace the exist-
ing submarine cable which connects Arran 
to Carradale.

Replaced
The existing cable, which runs from Bal-

liekine to Port Crannaich in Carradale, is 
naturally coming to the end of its opera-
tional life and now needs to be replaced 
to enable the continued and reliable elec-
tricity supply to the homes and businesses 
that it serves.

The open-door events are being hosted 
in both Arran and Carradale next week by 
the SSEN project team to provide inter-
ested stakeholders with an opportunity to 
speak with the team and learn more about 
the project proposals, including the loca-
tion of the new cable, the onshore land-
ing points and installation methods being 
considered.

The pre-application consultation events 
will take place at the Auchrannie Hotel on 
Monday May 21, between 2pm and 6pm, 
and at the same location on Tuesday May 
22, between 10am and 4pm.

Arran ladies show off 
their passion for fashion
More than 100 of Arran’s 
fashionable ladies gath-
ered on a glorious spring 
evening at Brodick Golf 
Club on Monday to see 
some of the latest outfi ts 

that are now available on 
the island.

Organised jointly by Cha-
meleon Ladies Boutique in 
Lamlash and the Old Byre 
Showroom in Machrie and 

Brodick, Passion for Fash-
ion featured this summer’s 
on-trend styles. Proceeds 
from the event were donat-
ed to the Community of Ar-
ran Seabed Trust (COAST) 
to help its continued ma-
rine conservation efforts 
around Arran and beyond.

Lorna Gunaydi, owner at 
Old Byre, and Lynn Walker, 
of Chameleon, gave com-
mentary as a series of vol-
unteer models, includ-
ing a surprise male model 
from the Old Byre, strut-
ted the stage with this sum-
mer’s must-have fashions, 
accompanied by a rousing 
soundtrack of cheesy 1980s 
disco and dance-fl oor fa-
vourites. 

At the interval, Jen-
ny Stark of COAST ran 
a light-hearted quiz that 
demonstrated the audi-
ence’s knowledge – or lack 
of – of various fl ora and 
fauna on our local seabed.

Lynn said: ‘We want-
ed to showcase to the la-
dies of Arran a variety of 
stylish fashions, to suit all 
occasions from formal to 
casual. All available on the 
island without the time and 
effort of travelling up to 
Glasgow or the hassle of 
ordering online. It’s great 
to be able to do that while 
supporting such a worth-
while cause as COAST.

‘Everyone seemed to en-
joy the evening and there 
were some lucky prize 
draw winners during the 
show. Thanks to all who 
attended and especially to 
Brodick Golf Club for be-
ing such excellent hosts.’

Kate Hartley ready for the rain in her heavy waterproof 
coat. 01_B20fashion03

Jack Ewing struts his stu�  to the delight of the ladies. 
01_B20fashion01

Amy Rickard models a dress and shawl. 01_B20fashion02

Yvonne Brothers shows o�  some of the latest gol� ng gear. 01_B20fashion04
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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Thought for the week
‘In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. 
Through him all things 
were made; without him 
nothing was made that 
has been made. In him 
was life, and that life 
was the light of all man-
kind.’ John 1:1

Record straight
Sir,
Getting ‘airbrushed from 
history’ is not unusual 
where the known facts ap-
pear uninteresting or not 
nearly as commercially 
compelling or as attractive 
as an alternative story, not 
that I’m saying the found-
ers of Island Porcelain are 
not all attractive, I’m not 
that brave, but nevertheless 
it is only fair to them to set 
the record straight.

The story about Island 
Porcelain in the Banner of 
May 5 coming full circle is 
a good positive story and it 
is great to see Tracy resur-
recting an old island busi-
ness. However, the part of 
the story about the origins 
and development of Island 
Porcelain is somewhat mis-
leading and unkind at best 
to the founders of Island 
Porcelain.

It gives the strong impres-
sion that Alasdair Dunn was 
the creative mind behind 
the business and his ‘ded-
icated team’ were dragged 
along in his creative wake. 
Alasdair was a talented art-
ist and potter but even with 
his talents he would have 
found it diffi cult to design 
for or manage Island Porce-
lain given that he died two 
years before the company 
was established in 1988 by 
Ile Ash, Ann Rhead, Jan-
ette Head and Marie Park. 
The reality is that none 
of the 52 designs created 
and manufactured by Is-
land Porcelain was creat-
ed by Alasdair Dunn. They 
were designed from 1988 
to 1996 by Ile and Ann and 
from 1996 onwards by Ann 
alone until the business was 
sold in 2005 and, as I un-
derstand it, these comprise 
almost all the Island Por-
celain designs still on sale 
now.

Alasdair Dunn is recog-
nised as an outstanding art-
ist and potter, and I’m sure Janet Rodger’s collection of Alasdair Dunn’s pottery. 

he wouldn’t have been 
averse to seeing these four 
local girls getting some 
praise for the effort, quality 
of workmanship and crea-
tive talent they put into the 
business over 17 years.

Yours,
Donald McNicol,
Kings Cross.

Editor’s note: The original 
article was written in 
good faith largely from 
information contained in 
the Banner archive and 
included all those named 
in this letter.

Collection pride
Sir,
I was very interested to 
read the article on May 5 
edition telling of Island 
Porcelain returning to its 
original home at Studio 4 
in Lamlash. Most of the 
pieces I have go back to 
the shop days, and I even 
have one small vase that I 
bought from Alasdair Dunn 
when he had a market stall 
in Whiting Bay on a sum-
mer Saturday.
 This must have been in 
the late 1960s or very ear-
ly 1970s. I am attaching 
the photo of my Dunn col-
lection and the vase men-
tioned is the one on the ex-
treme left on the front row. 
I am very proud of my col-
lection!

Yours,
Janet Rodger,
Stockport,
Cheshire.

Common sense
Sir,
I would like to see the old 
CalMac booking offi ce in 
Brodick reopened so it can 
continue to be used.

This facility could be for 
bus passengers and foot 
ferry passengers as it has 
a ticket offi ce and a seat-
ed waiting room, with toi-
let facilities already all in 
place. The new terminal 
can be used for all vehicles 
and passengers.

This idea would allow and 
older/infi rm people to travel 
again for hospital, dental 
and other appointments. 
Most complaints I have 
heard is the lack of space 
in the two lifts, plus the 
long walk for a lot of peo-
ple with mobility problems. 
Wheelchairs are availa-
ble but this involves crew 
members plus pride issues.

This, it seems to me,  is 
not only common sense, 
but could be quickly 
achieved if Kenneth Gib-
son MSP, Stagecoach and 
and CalMac agreed.

Yours,
Mrs Dorothy Harris,
Whiting Bay.

Spring Fair
Sir,
On behalf of the pupils, 
staff and parents of Pirn-
mill Primary School and 
early years class, we would 
like to say a huge thank to 
everyone who helped, in 

whatever way, to make this 
year’s spring fair such a 
success.

Thanks also to those of 
you who came along on the 
day to enjoy the soup, sand-
wiches, entertainment and 
outside activities. The sun 
also put in an appearance, 
which always helps.

We raised the grand total 
of £836.38 for the School 
Fund. Thank you all for 
your continued support, it 
is very much appreciated.

Yours,
Alison Campbell,
Pirnmill Primary School.

Real grumble
Sir,
I am reading this week’s 
Banner with disbelief! Poor 
CalMac being criticised for 
the NAC road workers (tar 
trucks) not bothering to 
show up for their Friday 
booking.

Not a single road worker 
turned up, in fact, on the 
Friday of the bank holi-
day weekend and, as far as 
we could see, no work was 
done that day despite the 
expectation that they would 
be working on the Brod-
ick to Lamlash road. Fri-
day wasn’t a holiday, only 
the Monday was, and this 
failure to turn up is much 
more of a story in my hum-
ble opinion.

The arrival or failure of 
the arrival of the tar trucks 
has become a real grumble 
for us Lamlash residents, as 
the state the untarred road 
was left in since Thursday 
is terrible. The ‘angry pas-
senger’ quoted in your ar-
ticle should be turning his 
anger to NAC.

Yours,
Caroline McArdle,
Lamlash.

Hotel homework
It is good to see signifi cant 
progress this week for the 
dreadful McLaren 
Hotel site.

A full planning appli-
cation has been submit-
ted for a new 97-bedroom 
mid-market hotel which 
has been two years in the 
process. And the devel-
oper, the Norfolk-based 
Abode Group, has certain-
ly done its homework. It 
has submitted a full and 
detailed economic impact 
appraisal and a transport 
assessment, produced by 
consultants, in support of 
its application.

So much of the work dur-
ing planning applications 
these days is done during 
the pre-planning stage and 
it is clear that the develop-
er has already met many of 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
requirements.

Of course the public now 
have their chance to submit 
their views on the plans 
with the hotel’s nearest 
neighbours given formal 
notifi cation as well. We 
know Brodick Improve-
ments Committee and Ar-
ran Community Coun-
cil will also want to have a 
say and it will be interest-
ing to fi nd out their views.

The most important thing 
is that something is done to 
transform the eyesore that 
is the McLaren Hotel site. 
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Thoughtless
walkers leave
all this mess
Volunteers have been hard 
at work clearing trees, 
mending paths and picking 
up litter at Brodick country 
park.

This year’s fi rst This-
tle Camp working holiday 
group were on the island 
last week and began clear-
ing rhododendron out of 
Merkland Wood.

They then spent two days 
replacing a fl ight of steps 
on Dan’s Walk. It was 
tough but rewarding work: 
demolishing the old steps, 
bashing in stobs to retain 
the new treads, dealing 
with big rocks in the way 
of construction, barrowing 

gravel up a slippery slope, 
digging up turfs for land-
scaping, building a water 
bar and digging a long ditch 
for better drainage, but the 
result looks brilliant.

The merry band then 
headed up Goatfell to clear 
the drains on the path and 
pick up litter. What a bon-
ny day they had for it. The 
nice weather meant the hill 
was very busy with walk-
ers. Hopefully, everyone 
out yesterday took their lit-
ter home – it was pretty sad 
to have to collect lots of it 
all the way from the sum-
mit to the forest, including 
a frying pan.

But volunteering never 
stops at the country park. 
While the Thistle Camp 
had a well-earned day off, 
the next generation of vol-
unteers donned their water-
proofs and wellies to get 
stuck into some rhodie 
bashing at the Ryden Trail. 

The P7 pupils of Hayocks 
Primary School in Ste-
venston scoffed at the tor-
rential conditions to give 
a huge helping hand with 
the woodland management 
programme.

A great day’s work and 
good messy fun. Thanks, 
pals, well done and hurry 
back.

The volunteers are busy as hillwalkers 
make their way up Goatfell.  

The Thistle Camp volunteers with their 
shovels at the top of Goatfell. 

Picking up litter on their way up Goatfell. 

The young volunteers from Hayocks 
Primary get to work in the rain. 

Clearing rhododendron in Merkland Wood. 
Volunteers relax after their hard work 
repairing the steps on Dan’s Walk. 

The bags of rubbish collected from Goatfell, including the frying pan. 
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Another brick in the wall 
as sea defence is restored
The gaping sinkhole that 
appeared on the A841 
Whiting Bay Road early 
last month has been re-
paired after remedial works 
on the sea defence wall that 
underpinned it were com-
pleted.

The damage on the sec-
tion of road opposite the 
Cooper Angus Caravan 
Park came about after a 

North Ayrshire gets extra 
£213,000 to fix potholes
North Ayrshire Council will benefi t from 
extra funding to help cover the cost of road 
maintenance and make additional repairs 
to road surfaces, following the extended 
wintry weather.

Finance secretary Derek Mackay MSP 
took the decision to allocate an addi-
tional £10 million across all 32 councils. 
Details of the distribution were decided 
by the Convention of Local Authorities 
(COSLA).

Mr Mackay said: ‘Scotland experienced 
unprecedented levels of extreme weather 
in recent months, culminating in the issu-
ing of our fi rst-ever red alert for snow by 
the Met Offi ce in late February.

‘The severe weather led to local authori-
ties incurring unexpected additional costs 
to their maintenance budgets, and simul-
taneously caused more damage to Scot-
land’s roads network.

‘By assisting councils to keep our road 
networks safe and effi cient, we’re not only 
improving conditions for road users, we’re 
also extending the lifespan of that net-
work, benefi ting the wider economy.’

Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson added: 
‘During the severe weather, North Ayr-
shire Council staff worked hard and with 
determination to ensure communities were 
safe, clearing roads and fi xing potholes.

‘I am pleased that the SNP government 
has recognised the impact of the weather 
and provided councils with this addition-
al funding. Of this, COSLA has allocat-
ed £213,000 to North Ayrshire, some of 
which I anticipate will be apportioned to 
Arran.’

Over the past fi ve years, the amount per 
person spent on local authority managed 
roads was £657.71, compared to £436 in 
England.

The large sinkhole which appeared in Whiting Bay 
last month. Photo by Craig Simpson.

The repairs to the Whiting 
Bay wall, using original 
sandstone, can be clearly 
seen. Photo by Jim Arnold

Two sections of the defensive wall were damaged during 
an April storm. Photo by Jim Arnold

particularly violent storm 
with high tides on Tuesday 
April 3 breached the sea 
defences and caused the 
road to collapse.

The sandstone wall which 
is at least 110 years old, ac-
cording to an image at the 
Arran Heritage Museum 
dating to 1908, has been 
repaired using as many of 
the original large boulders 

as possible. Whiting Bay 
resident Jim Arnold said: ‘I 
took these pictures to add 
to the museum’s photo ar-
chive. 

‘They were taken from the 
water about noon on Mon-
day April 30, with about an 
hour and a quarter still to 
go to full tide, a spring tide, 
3.2 metres above chart da-
tum. It can go higher than 
this, of course, and can be 
made worse by a strong 
southerly wind after heavy 
rain. You can gain an idea 
of what attack the wall can 
be under.

‘You can see from the 
photographs that a seri-
ous and successful attempt 
has been made to rebuild 
the breaches in the wall by 
overlapping the blocks of 
sandstone. I don’t think that 
would be easy, but it retains 
the style of the wall and is 
to be commended,’ Mr Ar-
nold added.

The damage to the wall 

and road above it was an 
eerie reminder of a mas-
sive storm in January 1991 
when a large section of the 
wall collapsed and caused 
the entire village of Whit-
ing Bay to be inaccessible 
by car.

From one side of the vil-
lage to the other, the en-
tire road was fl ooded and 
strewn with boulders and 
sea debris, including rental 
boats. After the storm end-
ed and the water had sub-

sided, the sea wall was re-
paired and gabions built 
near the Coffee Pot, Coun-

ty Carpets and the local 
school to protect against 
further damage.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.Fine spirits 

sourced from 
the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT LINKS HOUSE AND AN ACTIVITY

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What kind of fi shing 
can be arranged at Links House?

Links House at Royal Dornoch in the Scottish High-
lands offers luxury accommodation combined with the 
charm, grace and elegance of the world’s fi nest luxury 
small hotels. Links House Hotel has been beautiful-
ly restored to refl ect the strength and drama of its 
setting, overlooking the 1st tee at Royal Dornoch Golf 
Club. Resting in the very heart of the North Highlands, 

surrounded by pristine coastline, forests, rivers, lochs and 
mountains, Links House is perfect for country sports 
enthusiasts. Our Highland Experiences Manager can 
arrange salmon and trout fi shing and a great variety of 
shooting and hunting for guests. Links House also offer 
guided walking excursions and ‘off-road’ biking experi-
ences, in nearby wilderness terrain.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available October, November, December 2018 (excluding Christmas and 
New Year). Accommodation in a double room in either the Mews or Main House. No Cash alternative available. Activity 

offered will be chosen from a selection and is at the discretion of Links House. No food or drink is included.
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This is your chance to win a beef Eighth pack. 
100 portions of delicious Highland Cross Shorthorn 
Beef delivered fresh to your door and worth £395.

Macbeth’s Butchers specialise in delicious, well 

hung, traditional native breed beef, born and reared 
on Edinvale Farm in the Highlands. We rear the best 
quality cattle to produce the very highest quality beef 
that is fi t for your table.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What is the name of 
Macbeth’s farm?

WIN 
A MEATY FREEZER FILLER

If you can also tell us which village Macbeth’s farm is near, then you will receive a bonus prize.
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WIN 
A 70CL BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GINS’S CANNONBALL GIN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What %ABV is 
Cannonball Gin?

Inspired by Edinburgh’s rich 
naval heritage of cannons and 
the famous One O’clock Gun, 
Edinburgh Gin’s Cannonball is a 
Navy Strength gin that lives up 
to its evocative name. Cannon-
ball resurrects a historic style of 
gin commissioned by the British 
Navy, making it an homage to 
Edinburgh’s seafaring past.

Bottled at 57.2% ABV, 
Cannonball is 100% proof, and 
defi ned by intense juniper 
and Oriental spice. With twice 
the juniper content of classic 
Edinburgh Gin, it packs quite 
the punch.

Terms and Conditions apply

WIN 
18 OR 36 HOLES OF GOLF FOR 8 PEOPLE ON THE WOLL GOLF COURSE IN THE SCOTTISH 

BORDERS WITH A BACON ROLL AND COFFEE ON ARRIVAL

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Who used to hunt at 
New Woll?

Escape to the country and enjoy a day’s golf on the 
Scottish Borders most popular golf course. Set in the 
Ale valley in the heart of the Scottish Borders, New Woll 
Estate was formerly the Bishop of Glasgow’s hunting 
estate. Now, it is the most popular golf resort in the 
area and a family run business owned by the Brown 
family.  Surround by nature the Estate offers luxury 

self-catering accommodation, a fantastic golf course 
and an award-winning restaurant, all right at the door of 
your property if you are lucky enough to be staying on 
the estate. But you don’t have to stay, Woll are experts 
at organising the perfect golf day and if you are just 
looking for a nice place to eat then the restaurant is the 
place for you.

The prize is valid up to 31 Dec 2018, date must book in advance and golf is subject to tee availability.
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Festival of mountain magic 
reaches whole new heights

Walkers enjoy a break during a walk at last year’s event. 

Pentecost at the Preaching Cave
Pentecost is the seventh Sunday after East-
er, the time when the Holy Spirit came 
upon special friends – the disciples who 
followed and believed in Jesus. We read 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit revealed 
all truth to them and empowered them to 
preach the Gospel, writes Helen Kerr.

On this day each year on Arran we cel-
ebrate this with an open-air service at the 
Preaching Cave along Kilpatrick shore. 
Why there? You may ask. 

It is part of our heritage that more than 
200 years ago, the congregation of Kil-
mory, including Shiskine, walked out of 
the church, rebelling against the patronage 
of the Duke of Hamilton, who had forced 
a minister on the congregation whom they 

were convinced would not be true to their 
beliefs. 

For several years, until they were al-
lowed to call a minister of their choice, 
they were led in worship at the Preach-
ing Cave each week by an elder, William 
McKinnon.

On Sunday May 20 at 3.30pm many of 
us will gather from churches on the island 
to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spir-
it in a place that reminds us of those who, 
faithful to their beliefs, rebelled against 
patronage and insisted in having a minis-
ter to serve them who would inspire them 
and help them grow in faith in the Lord Je-
sus through the Holy Spirit.

Come and join us on a special occasion.

Scotland’s premier hill 
walking and mountain-
eering festival gets under 
way this weekend with a 
full programme of activi-
ties that attracts hillwalkers 
from all across the globe to 
the magnifi cent mountains 
of Arran.

The Arran Mountain Fes-
tival, now in its 12th year 
and taking place from to-
day (Friday) until Mon-
day, offers a range of walks 
from the modestly-rated 
Holy Isle mountain walk 
to the extreme A’Chir ridge 
scramble – there is some-
thing for every level of 
ability.

This year the jam-packed 
programme, which offers 
20 walks for 156 partici-
pants over four days, is al-
ready fully booked for Fri-
day and Saturday, with a 

few remaining spaces avail-
able on Sunday and Mon-
day. Still on offer, but due 
to be snapped up quickly, 
are the following walks:

 Described as possi-
bly the fi nest island ridge 
traverse outside Skye, 
the A’Chir ridge scram-
ble is an exhilarating chal-
lenge which can be tackled 
with the support of a qual-
ifi ed mountain instructor to 
guide you.

 For something a lit-
tle different, there is the 
Three Beinns horseshoe 
night walk by the moon-
light munroist Alan Rowan, 
which provides a unique 
opportunity to capture sun-
rise from this classic Arran 
high level route.

 New to the festival this 
year is the Beinn Bharrain 
and Sail Chalmadale option 

which offers participants a 
different but alluring per-
spective – looking east into 
the heart of the Arran hills 
and west towards Jura.

 For those with a spe-
cial interest in Arran’s geo-
logical history, festival or-
ganisers have teamed up 
with the ranger from Arran 
Geopark Project to explore 
the volcanic Ard Bheinn to 
learn more of this volcano 
which formed some 60 mil-
lion years ago. There are 
also spaces are also availa-
ble for walks on Holy Isle, 
Goatfell and Cioch na-
Oighe.

For the less energetic, the 
mountain festival also pro-
vides events down at sea 

level in Brodick. Arran 
Active is playing  host to 
an exhibition of mountain-
themed art works inspired 
by local artist Gordon 
Dav idson as well as late-
night shopping on Friday 
evening with the Isle of 
Arran Gin company pro-
viding gin tasting samples 
until 8pm.

Free entry
On Friday evening, it’s 

free entry at the Ormidale 
Hotel where published 
poet Stuart B Campbell 
and Alan Rowan – famed 
for his moonlit munro ad-
ventures – share some of 
their works in an evening 
of mountain-inspired poet-
ry, recitals and anecdotes.

Saturday night is time to 
get your dancing shoes on 
at Brodick Hall with the re-
turn of the ever-popular ce-
ilidh. The  Arranach Cei-
lidh Band will get your toes 
tapping and kilts swirling 
while Hooked and Cooked 
will be serving up fi sh and 
chips. Ceilidh tickets can 
be obtained at Arran Ac-
tive or at the door during 
the event.

More information on all 
events and bookings for the 
remaining walk spaces are 
available online on www.
arranmountainfest ival .
co.uk and their Facebook 
page is also packed full of 
events and walks informa-
tion and photographs.
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Board will require further 
loans, MSPs are told
NHS Ayrshire and Arran is latest health 
board to warn the Scottish Government 
that cash saving measures will fail to 
balance the books.

Speaking to MSPs of the health and 
sports committee at Holyrood this 
week, the health board confi rmed it 
will be unable to repay a £23m broker-
age loan from the Scottish Government 
next year, despite proposed plans to 
close a cancer treatment centre in Ayr.

The loan was the fi rst issued to the 
board after it was unable to balance its 
budget in the year 2017/2018.

Chief executive John Burns claimed 
that fi nancial losses were due to a rise 
in unscheduled care and diffi culties in 
recruitment for key medical posts dur-
ing 2016 and 2017.

He said: ‘Those two elements demon-
strated pressure in the system and 
we recognised we needed to do work 
with our health and social care depart-
ments.’ The NHS board also used up to 
24 locum staff in their neonatal unit at 
Crosshouse Hospital.

He confi rmed the health board will re-
quire two years of extra brokerage.

Bosses claim bed cuts 
will speed up discharges
Nearly 90 beds are to go at 
the University Hospital at 
Crosshouse in a shake-up 
of services aimed at reduc-
ing delayed discharges.

Affected departments – 
though not clarifi ed in de-
tail – will include elderly 
and orthopaedic services 
while diabetes sufferers 
could also be hit by the loss 
of 30 beds which have al-
ready been removed from 
the endocrine ward.

But the move, which is 
said to be part of new mod-
els for care and services, 
has been criticised by pol-
iticians who have accused 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran of 
having a ‘culture of secre-
cy’.

Liz Moore, director for 
acute services, has defend-
ed the move. She said:  
‘The new service models 
will allow patients to be 
transferred or discharged 
from hospital more quickly 
to the most appropriate en-
vironment for their needs. 
This will reduce the need 
for the additional beds, 
which were created at the 
hospital to accommodate 
patients who had fi nished 
their treatment but were un-
able to be discharged.

‘As a result of these new 
models of care, the addi-
tional beds will be reduced 
as patients will be dis-
charged or transferred more 

quickly once their hospital 
treatment ends. These 89 
beds will be reduced incre-
mentally over the coming 
months.’

However, South Scotland 
Labour MSP Colin Smyth 
said: ‘It is no secret that 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
face a huge fi nancial head-
ache and part of the pro-
jected £23m defi cit is these 
additional beds because of 
the problem of delayed dis-
charge.

ongoing for between six to 
11 months at an estimated 
cost of £233 per day each – 
meaning that these fi ve cas-
es could cost the taxpayer 
£390,00 alone.’

Mr Greene said: ‘This 
highlights the govern-
ment’s continued inability 
to provide value for mon-
ey to the Scottish taxpayer 
and to manage our health 
service. Delayed discharges 
mean fewer hospital beds 
for those who really need 
them. It’s vital that those 
who are able to be dis-
charged are done so in or-
der to free up hospital beds 
for other admissions.

‘Doctors, nurses and staff 
in NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
work tirelessly to provide 
excellent service for their 
patients and I think it’s 
high time that the govern-
ment take action to make 
sure that medical staff are 
better equipped to do their 
roles. This starts with prop-
erly arranging assessment 
protocols, care arrange-
ments and transport, which 
have all contributed to the 
problem.’

The health board says 
there are no job losses as-
sociated with the reduction 
of beds and any additional 
staff who work in the af-
fected departments will be 
transferred to other depart-
ments within the NHS.

‘The local NHS have not 
set out any detailed plans 
showing how they plan to 
end the problem and what 
these so-called new mod-
els of care are. Local peo-
ple will be concerned that 
these beds will be reduced 
to close the massive fund-
ing gap but the care need-
ed still won’t be there in the 
community.’

Jamie Greene, regional 
MSP for west Scotland, has 
also spoken out about his 
concerns about the costs in-
volved in delayed discharg-
es. In March of this year, 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran 
had 100 delayed discharges 
– fi ve of which have been 

Up to 90 beds are to go at Crosshouse Hospital.
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New distillery taking  shape at Lagg
Visitor centre to open in Spring of next year
The new distillery at Lagg is taking  
shape, as these site photographs show.

Construction of the steel frame of 
the new distillery and visitor centre 
is well under way, giving a good idea 
what the gull-winged building will 
look like.

Work should be completed in the 
next few weeks.

The £10m distillery, being built for 
Isle of Arran Distillers, will see the 
fi rst legal distillery in the south of the 
island for more than 180 years and 

should be open by spring next year. It 
will produce a heavily peated single 
malt whisky, in contrast to the present 
Lochranza whisky, but in keeping 
with the traditions of the stills, the 
majority of which were illegal, at the 
south end of the island in the 18th and 
19 century.

Interior
Once the exterior work is complete, 

interior designers will move in by 
September and by October/November 
the main building should be complete. 

A large crane gets to work. 

The  sharp pitched roof.

The coastal 
view guests will 
get from the 
visitor centre.

A view of the work from inside the building. 

Another view of the roo� ine. 
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New distillery taking  shape at Lagg
Visitor centre to open in Spring of next year

By January next year, the stills 
should be installed with whisky 
production starting in February.

Work started on the site in February 
2017 and three 1,000 sq m bonded 
warehouses have already been built 
on the lowest part of the site, which 
are to be followed by three more.

The main contractors are BHC Ltd, 
the achitectural designers Denham 
Benn,  engineers Woolgar Hunter 
and the quantity surveyors Quantum 
Solutions. 

Local contractor Murchie Sand and 
Gravel is providing the majority of 
the plant hire.

A company spokesman said: ‘These 
are very exciting new beginnings for 
our company and we are enjoying 
exploring the Arran heritage in this 
part of the island and making plans 
for creating another wonderful whisky 
destination.’

Photographs by Richard 
Campbell of Woolgar Hunter 

engineers

A view from inside the new building.

The distillery and visitor centre take 
shape.

Project architect Chris Youd of designers Denham Benn in front of the new distillery and visitor centre. 

The distillery’s distinctive roo� ine. 

Another view of the steel structure.
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Lottery funding 
has club in a spin
over new bikes

Members excitedly assemble the new bicycles, which were purchased with help from the 
funding grant. 

Arran pupils take the smart route to school
Pupils on Arran are taking part in an 
initiative to promote healthier and 
more sustainable ways of getting to 
and from school.

Travel Smart activities are taking 
place throughout May and the cam-
paign encourages pupils, their fam-
ilies and staff to choose alternative 
modes of transport.

That can mean walking, cycling, 
scooting, using the bus or train, and 

car sharing. You could also leave the 
car further from school and walk the 
rest of the way. These different ap-
proaches are healthier, better for the 
environment and safer as they reduce 
traffi c around schools.

Councillor Jim Montgomerie, cab-
inet member for place, said: ‘We 
understand that families have busy 
lives but we are hoping that the par-
ents will try to participate with their 

kids as it is a fabulous way to discov-
er their local environment, while get-
ting healthier and saving money.

‘It can also boost a child’s road 
safety skills and independence, and 
helps to reduce the impact of vehicle 
emissions on the environment.’

Throughout Travel Smart month, 
there will be a number of activities 
taking place in schools on Arran and 
throughout North Ayrshire.

The Arran High School 
mountain bike club has 
been able to purchase new 
bikes and cycling equip-
ment after receiving a fund-
ing boost from the Big Lot-
tery Fund’s Awards for All 
Scotland.

The funds totalling £7,500 
have been awarded for their 
latest project called New 
Wheels, which went to-
wards purchasing new free-
to-use bikes, which, af-
ter three years of gruelling 
work, were showing signs 
of irreparable wear.

Large club
The club has grown from 

a small after-school group 
to a large club that has ex-
tended from its simple gen-
esis of having fun cycling 
off-road to an organisation 
with loftier ideals.

Now having a dedicated 
workshop with trained bi-
cycle mechanics, the 
club offers cycling safe-
ty training to local primary 
schools, free maintenance 

Members of the club stop for a quick group photo on a trail overlooking Holy Isle. 

and repairs to the com-
munity on their open days 
along with seasonal events 
such as building bicy-
cles purchased for Christ-
mas. They also have an ar-
rangement with the local 
council recycling centre to 

collect unwanted bicycles 
which are then repaired and 
passed on to those that re-
quire them.

Technology teacher Rob-
ert McNeice, who runs the 
club, said: ‘We are very 
grateful for the continued 

support of the Big Lottery 
Fund and that of Chain Re-
action Cycles. The fund-
ing has allowed us to re-
place our well-used and 
much-loved fl eet of bikes 
and to continue to offer eq-
uity of access for all. The 
many experiences, coach-
ing, skills training and res-
idential weekends the chil-
dren enjoy are enhanced by 
the support from Awards 
for All funding.

‘Riding bikes in all weath-
ers in our amazing outdoor 
spaces gives our young 
people the opportunity to 
develop resilience and to 
redefi ne success. Encour-
aging our young people to 
be active is a key part of 
Arran High School’s ap-
proach to supporting health 
and wellbeing,’ he added.



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                     Garden only open 9am-dusk
Cafe and Isle be Wild                                                                     Brodick Castle, 10am - 5pm 
Soap making and candle dipping                                             Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum                                                           Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Arran Brewery                                              Mon-Saturday  10.30am - 5pm, Tours at 11am and 2pm
                                                                                              Sunday:12:30pm - 5.00pm  Tour at 2pm

Saturday 19th May
Engineering competition                                                                        Lamlash Church Hall 9.30am
Goatfell hill race                                                                                             Ormidale Park, 12noon
Rink game                                                                                                 Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Mountain festival ceilidh with Arranach Ceilidh Band                Brodick Village Hall, 7.30pm - 11pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy                            Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music – Rough Cut                                                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 20th May
Live music – Buchaneers                                     Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Danny Mooney                                                                          The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 21st May
Arran Historical Society, speaker: Hugh Watson                                           Brodick Public Hall, 2pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Circuit training                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm
Summer bridge, visitors welcome                                   Arran High School, 6.15pm for 6.30pm start
Rink game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Arran Dawn                            Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm

Tuesday 22nd May
Healthy Outdoors                                                                NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Castle garden walk                                                                                              Brodick Castle, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                       Bowling Club, 2pm
Beginners and general queries IT – Duan Bruce          Glen Estate Lounge, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Scottish country dancing                                                         Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 23rd May
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning                                                                     Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Coffee morning                                                             St Brides Church, Brodick, 10.30am - 12noon
Chair yoga exercise class                                                                   St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service   10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dog vlasses                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Lily McKinnon, Music Matters                                            Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 2pm
RUNclub, mixed ability, qualifi ed coaches                                        Invercloy Co-op car park 5.30pm
Rink game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Live music – Shindig                                     Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm

www.arranbrewery.com
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Gaol nan Gael, music and song of Alba and Eirinn                      Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 8pm                                             
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                 PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock and pop bingo                                                                                Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 24th May
Morning fi tness                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
AC L I, volunteer gardening day                        Golf Course Road, Whiting Bay, 11.30am - 3.30pm
Lingo Flamingo, Spanish, Pablo Illera                       Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Arran ladies’ netball                                                                                 Arran High School, 6 - 7pm
Body Blitz                                                             Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Arran Soul Choir                                               Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                    Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 25th May
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning                                                       Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 10.30am
Steak night – build your own steak from £9.99                         The PHT, Lamlash, from 5pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                            Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Friday night quiz                                                  Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Live music – Mike Bailey                                   Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm 
Live rock music from the News Band Ormidale Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Saturday 26th May
Rink game                                                                                 Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
RNLI shop open                                              Lifeboat Station, Lamlash Pier,2pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
The Arran Singers’ summer concerts                             Community Theatre, AHS, Lamlash 7.30pm
Live music – Joni Keen Duo                   Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm - 10.30pm
Live music – The Tommy Benz Band                   The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm 
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Serving up a feast of folk
Acts are desperate to play at island festival
It hardly seems possible, but the Arran Folk Festi-
val is less than a month away.

Once again organisers are delighted with the line-
up for this, the 24th, event. And to show what a cel-
ebrated festival it has become, all the acts asked if 
they could come and play.

John Hollingworth of ArranEvents said: ‘This re-
ally is an affi rmation that the Arran Folk Festival is 
a good thing, that it always has a great atmosphere 
at the sessions, coupled with a very appreciative au-
dience at the evening concerts. Or maybe it’s the 
fact that, because it’s great to have the opportuni-
ty of bringing such esteemed artists over, we do our 
best to look after them really well.’

The festival attracts musicians and singers from 
all over the country and beyond, many of whom re-
turn year after year, as well as a growing number of 
music lovers who combine the festival with their 
visit to the island.

The open afternoon sessions in the Douglas Hotel 
will, as always, be hosted by Uncle Keith, and are 
always hugely popular. They are free to attend and 
all are welcome to take part or just listen. There are 
also often late night sessions at Fiddlers.

The evening concerts in Brodick Hall on Friday 
and Saturday night will again be licensed by the fes-
tival’s good friends at the Arran Distillery. Tickets 
for these concerts are available to buy online from 
www.arranevents.com or in person from Brodick 
Post Offi ce.

‘Online ticket sales to date have been fantastic, 
with the Saturday night being more than half full 
already so don’t wait too long before buying tick-
ets,’ John added.

Playing on Friday night are:

The Poozies 
The Poozies fi rst burst onto the folk scene in 1991, 
when folk music wore elaborately patterned woolly 

jumpers and was only seen in dingy back rooms and 
very late at night on BBC2 – yet from the word go 
they were breaking out and happily exploring the 
musical universe.

As with all bands that have been on the road for 
so long there have been various line-up changes, 
and throughout the years The Poozies have toured 
worldwide, and attracted recognition and appreci-
ation for their eclectic choice of material, unusu-
al and exciting arrangements, and heart-tugging vo-
cal harmonies. The current line-up includes Mary 
Macmaster (electro-harp, vocals), Eilidh Shaw (fi d-
dle, vocals), Sarah McFadyen (fi ddle, banjo, guitar, 
vocals) and Tia Files (guitar, percussion, fi ddle, vo-
cals).

Ella Munro Trio
Ella Munro is a traditional singer hailing from the 
Isle of Skye with an impressive resume. Despite 
her age, Ella has already become a fi nalist for the 
BBC Radio Scotland Young Traditional Musician 
of the Year 2017 and toured extensively throughout 
2017 while studying at the Royal Conservatoire of 
Music.

Her unique voice has become well-known among 
the folk clubs of Scotland with her passion for sing-
ing loved and forgotten songs setting her apart 
from other singers. During 2017, Ella toured Scot-
land twice and has supported artists such as Archie 
Fisher, Ewan McLennan and Blue Rose Code. Ella 
will be accompanied by the talented Orcadian gui-
tarist and singer Aidan Moodie, who also appears in 
Gnoss, and Northern Company’s accordionist Sam 
Mabbett.

Davy Lees
Davy has extensive experience in the music indus-
try. He hails from Motherwell where, during the 

The Poozies.

The Jenny Sturgeon 
Trio.

Davy Lees.

?ub  
Quiz  

Wednesday 
8.30pm 

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

Serving up a feast of folk
Acts are desperate to play at island festival

late 1970s, he was a member of the well respected 
Auld Howff Band in which he provided vocals, and 
played guitar and fl ute. He is indeed a former Scot-
tish amateur fl ute champion and started his musi-
cal career when he was 10 years old. He has toured 
Europe extensively and has played at Orkney and 
Shetland Festival, Le Triskel Festival in Breste, Roe 
Valley Festival in Ireland as well as at Ballerup Fes-
tival in Denmark.

Davy is the caller, singer and guitarist of the very 
talented and busy ceilidh band Freereelin’. He is 
also a very accomplished performer and storyteller 
with a vast repertoire of songs ranging from tradi-
tional Scottish, including many Robert Burns com-
positions to popular contemporary folk standards.

His television appearances include ITV’s Secret 
Scotland, while his radio broadcasts include Moray 
Firth Radio All Scottish Show, and the hugely pop-
ular Strings and Things, which he presented on Ra-
dio Avon FM. His latest radio appearance was on 
Celtic Music Radio where he started the very suc-
cessful programme Strings and Things with Davy 
Lees with listeners from all over the world.

Playing on Saturday night are:

Old Blind Dogs
The legendary, multi-award-winning Old Blind 
Dogs bounded into their 25th anniversary year 
with a brand new album Room with a View and a 
hugely successful Scottish tour. With a line-up from 
the world of Scottish folk music that is approach-
ing superstar status, founder member Jonny Har-
die (fi ddle/vocals) is joined by Aaron Jones (guitar/
bouzouki/vocals), Ali Hutton (pipes) and Donald 
Hay (percussion).

Together they create a sound that is uniquely Old 
Blind Dogs and which still stands at the forefront of 
the Scottish roots music revival. It’s fair to say that 
their style, drawing as it does from the rhythms of 

Middle Eastern, rock, reggae, jazz and blues music 
went on to infl uence many bands but nobody does it 
like the Dogs! Twenty-fi ve years on, they show no 
signs of slowing down – indeed they are perform-
ing at their very peak.

Reviews of their new album included: ‘There isn’t 
a disappointing moment on Room with a View. In 
fact, it could well be a contender for Scottish album 
of the year,’ said Folkwords. ‘They really under-
stand musical storytelling, and know how to hold 
our attention, riveted, to each twist of the story.’ 
said fROOTS.

Jenny Sturgeon Trio
Jenny Sturgeon has been winning fans wher ever she 
goes. She plays in a trio with Jonny Hardie of Old 
Blind Dogs (guitar and vocals) and Charlie McKer-
ron of Capercaillie (fi ddle).

Hailing from the north-east of Scotland, Jenny 
is a hugely talented singer songwriter whose pas-
sion for music lies in her interest in traditional folk 
song, combined with the enjoyment of creating 
fresh new compositions. 

The inspiration for her lyrics comes from folklore, 
historical events and observations of modern so-
ciety, and as a biologist her enthusiasm for nature 
creeps into all her work.

Jenny was recently commissioned by the National 
Trust for Scotland to compose new songs and tunes 
inspired by St Kilda to mark the archipelago’s 30th 
anniversary as a World Heritage Site. The resulting 
work, The Wren and the Salt Air, was described as 
‘a genuinely inspiring work’ by RnR magazine.

Her album, From the Skein was released to some 
wonderful reviews. Mike Harding said: ‘A superb 
album – I love every track.’ While Boo Hewerdine 
said: ‘Jenny Sturgeon is wonderful singer who can 
change the atmosphere in the room with her affect-
ing delivery. This is a very special record.’

The Malky McCormick 
designed festival logo. 

Old Blind Dogs.

The Ella Munro Trio.
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Brodick Castle from the Outside  - 11.30am (daily) 1pm (Mon, Sat & Sun only) 2.30pm (Tues, 
Wed, Thurs & Fri only)  A guided historical tour of the exterior of the Castle – stout footwear 
advised.  Please book at Reception on arrival                               Adults Free with Garden Entry  

Squirrels & Bacon Butties – Tuesday 29th May   9 – 10.30   £8pp (includes breakfast)  Booking 
essential -  Watch our charismatic red squirrels over breakfast with the Rangers – 01770 302462 

Badger Watch for families Wednesday 30th May   Time to be confirmed      Adults £10 u16 £5 
booking essential . 01770 302462       

Arran Mountain Festival   Friday 18th  - Monday  21st May           
www.arranmountainfestival.co.uk  for more information 
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Gordon Buchanan, 
walks & water sports

Exactly who is Scotland’s new biggest landowner?
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a comeback

D E S I G N E D  &  M A D E  I N  O R K N E Y ,  S C O T L A N D

Sea Motion
N E W  C O L L E C T I O N

O
ce

an
 C

ap
e 

by
 B

ill
 B

ab
er

01856 861 203 | sheilafleet.com

I 18 St Stephen St I Edinburgh

Meet the Designer

Feel the calming e�ect

of constant sea motion…

Sheila’s new collection

is launching in Stockbridge

Edinburgh 25-27 May

ARGYLL
SPECIAL

SCOTTISH FIELD HAS A FRESH NEW  
LOOK - JUNE ISSUE ON SALE NOW

Gordon Buchanan’s Argyll... Return of the 
Lynx... Stunning Harris... Meet Scotland’s 

biggest landowner... ...Budget field sports
The water is fine!
From sheltered lochs, to secluded island beaches and 
wild azure seas, Argyll offers something for every type of 
watersports enthusiast, discovers Morag Bootland 

W
ith 3,723km of 
coastline it’s 
little wonder 
that the sea 
is such a big 
part of life in 

Argyll. Wherever you are in the area you 
are never far from it, whether it be a sea 
loch, a glorious beach or on one of the 
many islands that lie off the coast.

All of this makes Argyll a prime 
destination for fans of watersports from 
surfing to snorkeling and diving to 
windsurfing and wild swimming. The 
area is also home to Scotland’s only sea 
kayak trail.

Will Self lives in Tayvallich and began 
exploring the seas around Argyll in small 
sailing boats at the age of twelve. By the 
time he was a teenager he had moved 
on to a kayak. More recently he became 
involved with his local kayaking club 
and is now a sea kayak leader who takes 
groups and individuals out exploring the 
natural and cultural heritage of Argyll.

‘I’m drawn to the area around Loch 
Sween,’ says Will. ‘It’s on my doorstep 
and it’s a great place to explore. All along 
this coastline are places where you can 
naturally pull in a kayak, a little harbour, 
or a clearing away of stones which is the 
obvious place to bring in a boat. 

‘Some of them are underneath Iron 
Age duns, so that’s a couple of thousand 
years where they have remained 
unchanged. The hand of man has been 
fairly light in these parts, which is part 
of the joy of it. 

‘The water just leads you to these 
places and then often you’ll find a little 
track that leads up to an old village or 

a mill. Sometimes you find yourself 
underneath a castle. 

‘If you were walking you would never 
get to these places as it would be a good 
old tramp through the bracken. The 
way people moved about in the past was 
predominantly through sea routes. The 
fast route from Glasgow to Inverness 
even a couple of hundred years ago was 
to come out here to Argyll and go up the 
Crinan Canal and then the Caledonian 
Canal as the roads were so terrible.’

Will encounters a vast array of 
wildlife as he explores the indented 
coastline in his kayak, including red 
deer, golden eagles and sea eagles, red 
squirrels and even the Eurasian beavers 
who now call Knapdale home. 

‘We have golden eagles coming across 
the Sound of Jura and you see them most 
in the winter when daylight is limited 
and they are hungry – they come out 
between storms to hunt. I see otters 
regularly and seals all the time. In a 
kayak you can get really close, they don’t 
seem to mind, you can slide up very close 
before they even notice you.’

Will likes to encourage people to 
share in his experiences, but due to the 
potentially hazardous nature of the 
waters he’s keen to stress the importance 
of being suitably trained, or to only 
venture out with the help of a guide. 

‘You’ve got some really challenging 
water like the Gulf of Corryvreckan, 
which has the world’s third largest 
whirlpool in the middle of it. It’s a boiling 
mass of ripping tides which are very 
exciting, but also very dangerous. We 
also have nice sheltered lochs, great big 
long fingers that go up, and they can 

Left: Iona Barr swimming at Keills with Paps of 
Jura in the background. Below: Will Self is a  

sea kayak leader in Argyll. 
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The rugged landscape of Argyll, from windswept beaches 
to towering Munros, is filled with a rich, regal history as 
well as a sense of being on the edge of the world.

In some ways this is accurate; the beaches of the Kintyre 
peninsula, such as Machrihanish, are a top destination for 
surfers from across the world, with huge waves rolling in off 
the Atlantic. Further west are the Paps of Jura, remote hills 
overlooking the isolated beauty of windswept Islay, from where 
the next landfall is North America.

Back on the mainland a different waterside stroll can be 
enjoyed by the Crinan Canal, a nine-mile link between the 
Sound of Jura and Loch Gilp. Above the canal is Dunadd Fort, 
which was originally a small Iron Age hill fort where the Kings 
of Dalriada were thought to have been crowned between 500 
and 900AD – a footprint in a flat stone at the top is believed to 
have been part of the coronation ritual.

More history can be found at the nearby Kilmartin Glen 
which has more than 350 historic sites within a six-mile radius. 
A line of chambered cairns in the glen date back more than 
5,000 years but are not treated like Stonehenge with big fences. 
Clambering into them is allowed, as long as you take care.

If entering Argyll from Glasgow, you leave Loch Lomond 
and are confronted with a view of the gnarled rockfaces of the 
Cobbler; not the highest point, but the most dramatic mountain 
in the Arrochar Alps. This is somewhere walkers have been 
enjoying since Victorian times and especially since the early 
part of the last century when workers from shipyards and 
factories of the Clyde would head up at weekends, sometimes 
making the journey by bicycle. 

Once they had enjoyed a day among the rocky summits, 
many slept in bivouacs under the rocks, such as the Narnain 
Boulders passed on the way up to the Cobbler. Another way 
into the area is on the ferry from Greenock to Dunoon, the 

The wild landscapes of Argyll offer walkers dramatic scenery, rich history 
and a very real sense of being at the very edge of the earth, finds Jamie Dey

GETTING AWAY FROM IT ALL

short boat trip across the Firth of Clyde making it feel like 
you are truly journeying to a remote area. Beyond Dunoon 
lies the Cowal Peninsula with pretty villages and the beaches 
and rocky coast of the Isle of Bute to the south. Going north 
you reach Puck’s Glen, home to one of the best short walks in 
Scotland. You can see why it was given the name as you walk 
through a deep cleft lined with moss-covered rock and dripping 
vegetation. When the sunlight glints on the burn below you 
almost expect to see the sprite himself. 

More greenery, on a much larger scale, is found along the 
road at Benmore Botanic Garden, a great place to wander for 
as long as you like with displays of rhododendrons and other 
imported blooms, as well as giant American redwoods. Further 
north is another good man-made place for a stroll. Ardkinglas 
has a brilliant woodland garden above Loch Fyne and is a 
perfect destination before or after lunch at the famous oyster 
bar down the road (or try The George in Inveraray).

On the west of Argyll’s coast is Oban, a gateway to the 
Inner and Outer Hebrides and somewhere to enjoy seafood 
by the harbour, or take a trip to see basking sharks, dolphins 
and possibly whales. To reach the town by road you pass the 
Cruachan range of mountains which include two Munros and 
make for one of the finest mountain circuits anywhere in the 
country.

Arriving in Argyll from the north, more fine mountain 
landscapes are reached as you head south of Rannoch Moor 
(the huge massif of Bidean nam Bian above Glencoe is the 
highest point of the former county of Argyll). This is an area for 
mountaineers and hillwalkers and the Bridge of Orchy is a good 
spot to base yourself, not only because of its wonderful hotel.

But whether it is the mountains, glens or coast, the chance 
of seeing wildlife amid the stunning scenery, from eagles – sea 
and golden – to red deer, is always present.
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FAMILY WALKS IN ARGYLL

Balcary Point and Rascarrel Bay.
The sumptuous Balcary Bay Hotel is a good place 
to start and finish a walk. A five-mile stroll to 
work up an appetite leads up to Balcary Point and 
along cliff tops with little sea stacks just offshore. 
With twisted Scots pines standing tall next to the 
coast, the scenery can look Mediterranean on a 
clear sunny day (if a little cooler) as a return is 
made by the quiet Rascarrel Bay.

Dun na Cuaiche, Inveraray
Above Inveraray Castle, the home of the dukes of 
Argyll, is the little hill of Dun na Cuaiche. The way 
up is a good test of the lungs but it only takes a 
little over an hour to reach the stone watchtower 
at the top, with great views down Loch Fyne and 
across Argyll. Afterwards, the bars and hotels of 
Inveraray are a good bet although ignoring the 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar is always di�cult. 

Puck’s Glen, near Dunoon
About six miles north of Dunoon is Puck’s Glen 
and a brilliant short walk. If you have young 
children with you, the stroll of an hour and a 
half can be much longer if a few fairy tales are 
told as you make your way along the path, steps 
and bridges in this little gorge, filled with green 
vegetation like something out of a storybook. The 
Cothouse Inn is a great place to end the day.

Ardshiel Hotel
www. ardshiel.co.uk
01586 552133 

Creggans Inn
www.creggans-inn.co.uk
01369 860279

Island Bakery Organics
www.islandbakery.co.uk
01688 302223

Portvadie Loch Fyne
www.portavadie.com
01700 811075 

South Trodigal Cottage
www.hightrodigal.co.uk
01586 810305

Whitetail Spirits Limited
www.whitetailgin.com

Wild Diamond Watersports, Tiree
www.wilddiamond.co.uk
07712 159205

Tighnabruaich Sailing School
www.tssargyll.co.uk
01700 811717

Explore Argyll
www.exploreargyll.co.uk

Wild Swimmers on Scotland’s West 
Coast
wildswimmers.wordpress.com

Outdoor Swimming Society
www.outdoorswimmingsociety.com

Sound of Jura Seaweeds Marine 
Botanical Art
soundofjuraseaweeds.com

DIRECTORY
ARGYLL

Above: Hikers walk 
on Beinn Artair, 

‘The Cobbler’. 

Kilmartin Glen 
has more than 

350 historic sites 
within a six-mile 

radius
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provide very sheltered conditions. This 
variety is part of the appeal of the place.’ 

One of the islands off the Argyll 
coast is Tiree, renowned for its beautiful 
beaches. The island is a mecca for 
windsurfers and home to the Tiree Wave 
Classic, the world’s longest standing 
professional windsurfing competition. 

Willie Maclean runs Wild Diamond 
Watersports on the island and the Wave 
Classic. Wild Diamond started with 
windsurfing and surfing then sand 
yachting and kite surfing came shortly 
afterwards. They have now added 
kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding and 
dinghy sailing to their portfolio.

Willie grew up on Tiree and his love 
of watersports began with windsurfing. 
‘I was an uncomfortable child because 
I wasn’t very good at anything sporty,’ 
says Willie. ‘I had a friend who was the 
son of a fisherman and an excellent 
swimmer and he started windsurfing. 

‘He nagged me for weeks to try it and 
eventually he twisted my arm up my 
back and I agreed to give it a go. I went 
out for a few hours and didn’t fall off,  
I appeared to be a bit of a natural.’ 

Willie spent the next few years with 
his recently retired grandfather, who 
took him around the island and helped 
him through his training. When he left 
the island to run a watersports centre 
in County Kerry on the south coast of 
Ireland, he didn’t expect to return, but 
unemployment struck and on a visit to 
family on Tiree a unique opportunity 
presented itself to take on a watersports 
business on his home island. 

‘Coming back to Tiree in my early 
20s was a bitter pill to swallow,’ Willie 
remembers. ‘But a good friend told me 
that I shouldn’t be the guy who looks 
back in 20 years’ time and regrets not 
going for it. Now I’m at that point in my 
life and I don’t regret a single minute.’ 

Willie’s favourite place on Tiree is 
Maze Beach on the west coast. ‘It is 
arguably the home of windsurfing on 
Tiree,’ he says. ‘It’s very removed from 
the embrace of human culture – there 
are no houses and no vehicles – it’s an 

untouched paradise from that point of view. Everyone 
has a soft spot for Maze Beach but all the beaches here 
are world-class on their day.’

Willie took on hosting the Tiree Wave Classic just 
over three years ago. The competition lasts for around 
a week and is held each year in the third week of 
October. It is the longest running windsurfing event 
on the planet, a unique accolade for Scotland, Argyll 
and Tiree. The competition attracts a mix of national 
and international competitors as well as youth 
competitors.

 ‘There’s a real festival feel to the event now,’ says 
Willie. ‘Alongside the competition there’s hospitality 
and we showcase lots of local food, breweries and 
distilleries. Overall, there are probably around 200 
people who come to the festival. Around 70 of these 
are competitors, 30 or so are members of the press, 
and about 100 are spectators. Around half a million 
people watch the Tiree Wave Classic on TV each year. 

‘My wife and I are full-time partners in Wild 
Diamond. We’re never going to get rich quick, but it 
does provide a very comfortable lifestyle for me and 
my family. My kids are outdoors all the time and 
involved in sport – life is good.’

For those who prefer a more leisurely way to 
experience Argyll’s stunning coast, there’s the option 
to set sail. Argyll is world-renowned as a sailing 
destination and the perfect place for beginners to 
learn is Tighnabruaich Sailing School. Fiona McPhail 
has been at the helm of the school – the oldest in the 
country – with her husband Derek since 1999. 

‘I didn’t learn to sail as such, I was brought up 
doing it,’ Fiona tells me. ‘It was one of those processes 
that I started as a baby and was a learned process. 
Mum and Dad had a small boat which was based at 
Gourock and then on Loch Fyne, where we spent a lot 
of time and used it as a base to sail out west.’

The school teaches dinghy sailing to budding 
seafarers of all ages, as well as running power boating 
classes. Fiona is keen to attract more sailors to 
experience what Argyll has to offer. ‘We are so lucky 
here,’ she says. ‘You just need to sail anywhere else in 
the UK to realise that. 

‘Everywhere else, you leave the harbour and turn 
right or left, but in Argyll you’ve got island after 
island. You’ve got nearly 4,000km of coastline to 
play with, without even going out of the area. It is 
renowned for world-class sailing, particularly around 
the Kyles of Bute where we are based.

‘Argyll’s secret coast is so close to Glasgow; I think 
if everyone knew how close it was and how easy it is 
to get to, we would be mobbed. I love sailing round 

Clockwise from top left: Sound 
of Jura swimmers at Carsaig, 
looking across the Sound to Jura; 
kite surfing is popular on Tiree; 
sailors from Tighnabruaich 
Sailing School; sailing off 
Ardlamont Point; a Dart 
catamaran; kayaks on Danna.

The Tiree Wave Classic is the 
longest-running windsurfing event 
on the planet“
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I was born in Dunbartonshire, but my 
family moved to Mull when I was very 
young. It was a huge decision made 

by my mother and for the first few years 
of our life on Mull we (my two brothers 
and sister and I) lived in a caravan 
near Tobermory. We spent our entire 
childhood outside exploring the island.

I didn’t really see the point of school. 
I could read and write and always knew 
that studying physics or maths wasn’t 
going to be relevant to what I wanted to 
do. We had to do a science so my friend 
and I went to the headmaster and told 
him that we wanted to be chefs and 
asked if could we do food nutrition as a 
science. To our absolute shock he said 
yes. I actually really enjoyed it and did 
learn to cook. 

My report cards always said I needed 
to try harder and was capable of more. 
I wasn’t seen to be disruptive at school, 
but actually a lot of the disruption in 
class emanated from me. I usually had 
the ideas and would manipulate someone 
else into carrying them out.

For me, everything to do with school 
was a total pain in the arse because it got 
in the way of being outside. For a while 
I worked at a trekking centre and got 
to ride a lot which I loved. I wanted to 
spend all my time riding about, as well 
as reading and writing. I think when I 
didn’t have a teacher telling me to do 
something, I actually quite enjoyed it. 

I was once asked back to Tobermory 
High School to present the end of year 
prizes. I guess they assumed that as I had 
done alright in life I was probably hard-
working at school. I made a speech for 
the kids that were sitting there knowing 
that their name wouldn’t be read out. 

I said that the end of your education 
is not the end of your life, it is just the 
beginning, and that I had left school at 16 
with no qualifications. The headmaster 
was scowling so I quickly added, ‘But I 
encourage everyone to work hard and do 
the best you can…’ I haven’t been asked 
back since. 

When I was a teenager I worked in a restaurant in 
Tobermory called The Captain’s Table, washing up at the 
weekends and in the school holidays. It was owned by Anne and 
Nick Gordon. Anne ran the restaurant and Nick was a wildlife 
cameraman for Survival Anglia, who were the biggest wildlife 
production company of the day. The phone was near the sink so 
I would often answer it and it would be Nick on a very crackly 
line saying, ‘Hi, it’s Nick... I am in Guyana… or China...’

I think for a boy who had never been abroad and never been 
on a plane, to be on the phone to somebody who was in such an 
exotic place, or somewhere I had never even heard of, was just 
fascinating. I would ask Anne what he was doing there, how 
long he was there for and when he’d get back.

By that time I was 16 and was weighing up my options. I 
loved watching wildlife documentaries and couldn’t think of 
anything better to do with my life than travelling the world 
making them. Nick’s study was full of strange and exotic 
collections of things he had picked up on his travels, such as a 
huge anaconda skin, an otter skull, a dried piranha, hundreds 
of maps and boxes of equipment. To be in such an alien 
environment was intoxicating. I remember just standing in 
there gawping at the walls in complete wonder and awe. 

Nick and I got on very well and I would often run errands 
for him. He needed an assistant and I never once thought that 
he would offer me the job – I didn’t even fish for it. But one day 
he did and I jumped at the chance. I’d never been to London 
before, I’d never been on a plane, I’d never been anywhere. I 
went into school the next day and instead of going to maths, I 
went to the headmaster’s office and said I was leaving.

Our first trip was to Sierra Leone for a year and a half and I 
was naive about what it was going to be like. I thought of Africa 

Award-winning wildlife filmmaker and presenter Gordon Buchanan 
explains how growing up on Mull shaped his life and fascinating career

WILD AT HEART

Right: Gordon near Eas Fors Waterfall, overlooking the Isle of Ulva 
Below: Gordon (middle) with his mother and brothers. 

I loved wildlife 
documentaries and 
couldn’t think of 
anything better than 
travelling the world 
making them

“
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Third charity challenge 
held in memory of Rob
Participants 
prepare to 
set o�  on 
the cycling 
portion of last 
year’s Rob 
Worboys Arran 
Challenge. 

Excitement is building for 
participants in this year’s 
annual Rob Worboys Arran 
Challenge with the addition 
of a host of new team en-
tries who will be competing 
for the challenge cup.

The popular event, now 
in its third year, is organ-
ised by Rob Worboys’s col-
leagues at Cushman and 
Wakefi eld in honour of 
the young property agent’s 
who died suddenly in 2016, 
aged just 27.

The challenge will see 
participants cycling 55 
miles around the island and 
then climbing the 2,866ft 
Goatfell. There is also an 
option to do a shorter ver-
sion of the challenge with 
a 28-mile cycle prior to the 
ascent.

Teams from Aberdeen 
Standard Investments, 
ACCA, Corran Proper-
ties, Pinsent Masons, Den-
tons, New River Retail and 

the Royal Bank of Scot-
land are among those who 
have signed up to take part 
in the challenge on Friday 
June 22, with all money be-
ing raised going to a selec-
tion of worthy charities, in-
cluding Cardiac Risk in 
the Young (CRY), Prince 
and Princess of Wales Hos-
pice and the Scottish Asso-
ciation for Mental Health 
(SAMH).

Battle
There is expected to be 

a real battle for the Rob 
Worboys Challenge Cup 
this year, according to Stu-
art Dorward, Cushman 
and Wakefi eld’s Scottish 
head. He said: ‘Some of 
our more competitive cli-
ent teams and members of 
staff are training every day 
and there is a lot of good-
natured rivalry with people 
hoping to beat their times 
from previous years.

‘We are delighted that 

so many clients and col-
leagues have got behind the 
challenge and signed up to 
take part again. I know it 
means a lot to Rob’s fami-
ly and his friends, many of 
whom are attending. Rob is 
greatly missed.’

Rob was a keen sports-
man and played Ameri-
can football for East Kil-
bride Pirates and took part 
in trials for the GB team. 
The events held in his 
name have already raised 
£40,000 for charity and it 
is hoped this year’s event 
will raise a further £10,000 
breaking the £50,000 tar-
get.

To fi nd out more about 
the challenge or to get in-
volved in the fundrais-
ing campaign, email laura. 
m c l a r e n @ c u s h w a k e .
com or visit the website 
at https://uk.virginmoney 
giving.com/RobWorboys 
ArranChallenge

HMRC warns on tax refund scams
HMRC is calling on people 
to stay vigilant in the fi ght 
against fraudsters, who are 
using email and text mes-
sages to scam them out of 
their savings while the tax 
authority is processing tax 
refunds after the end of the 
2017/18 tax year.

However, criminals are 
taking advantage of this by 
sending out scam emails 
and SMS-messages to trick 
the public into thinking 
they have received a tax re-
bate so they hand over their 
account and personal de-
tails.

Treasury minister Mel 
Stride MP, the fi nancial sec-
retary to the Treasury, said: 
‘HMRC only informs you 
about tax refunds through 
the post or through your 
pay via your employer. All 
emails, text messages or 
voicemail messages saying 
you have a tax refund are a 
scam. Do not click on any 
links in these messages and 
forward them to HMRC’s 
phishing email address and 
phone number.

‘We know that crimi-
nals will try to use events 
like the end of the fi nancial 

year, the self-assessment 
deadline, and the issuing 
of tax refunds to target the 
public and attempt to get 
them to reveal their person-
al data. It is important to be 
alert to the danger.’

Many of these fraudu-
lent emails and texts in-
clude links which take the 
user to dubious websites 
where their information can 
be stolen. These sites are a 
focus of HMRC’s efforts 
to tackle fraud. In March 
2018, it requested 2,672 
phishing websites be taken 
down and received 84,549 
phishing reports. This kind 
of phishing is expected 
to continue in the coming 
months as genuine tax re-
funds are issued.

Income tax for Thursday 
April 6, 2017, to Thursday 
April 5, 2018, will be cal-
culated over the coming 
months and anyone owed a 
genuine tax rebate will re-
ceive a tax calculation let-
ter by post between June 
and October.

If you haven’t paid the 
right amount at the end of 
the tax year, HMRC will 
post you a tax calculation. 
This can be a P800 or a 
simple assessment letter. 

If you have paid too much 
tax, the letter will explain 
how you can get your re-
fund paid to you. If you 
have not paid enough tax, 
the letter will tell you how 
much you owe and how 
you can pay.

Market report from Stirling
United Auctions had forward 1,687 store cattle, 127 cast 
cows, 628 store sheep and 3,103 prime sheep and 550 cast 
ewes at its sale in Stirling recently.

Leading prices were: store cattle, bullocks: The Moor (CH) £1,250 and 
230ppk; Tighnafreoch (HO) £600 and 157ppk; Glenkiln (AA) £520 and 
250ppk. Cast cows: Bellevue (Sim) £1,050 and 174ppk; Claughlands 
(HO) £825 and 117ppk.

Hoggs: Altgolath (Tex) £123; Altgolath (Mule) £114.50; Altgolath 
(BF) £92; Ceither Gaoithe (BF) £81.50; Ceither Gaoithe (EasyCare) 
£65.50; Glenkiln (BF) £59. Ewes: The Moor (Tex) £99; Ardbheinn (Tex) 
£97; Ardbheinn (Mule) £87; The Moor (Chev) £78.50; Altgolath (BF) 
£70; Sheddock (Mule) £66; Braehead (Goats) £52.
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A horse named Brodick
Two horses and their handlers visited Ar-
ran last week as part of a road safety week-
end exercise. One called Argyll and the 
other Brodick, they are named, like mo-
tor cars, with a different letter depending 
on the year they joined the force. Thus Ar-
gyll joined the force one year earlier than 
Brodick. All Strathclyde horses are named 
after parts of the region and they used to 
have a horse named Arran but, as they are 
now only in the year ‘G’, it will be a long 
time before there is another one. Brodick 
and Argyll travelled over on the ferry by 
horsebox and were stabled at Kingscross. 
They were the fi rst two police horses to 
come to Arran and there are no plans to re-
peat the exercise but they certainly attract-
ed a lot of interest wherever they went.

Arran earthquake
Arran has been struck by an earthquake. 
The epicentre of the earthquake was half 
way between Colonsay and Jura and its 
magnitude was 3.4 on the Richter scale. 
It occurred on Sunday morning at 3.15am 
and the fi rst reports came from Lochgilp-
head to the British Geological Society in 
Edinburgh. Subsequently, more reports 
came in with people saying: ‘We were 
woken in our sleep’ and ‘We heard a rum-
ble like a train passing’. There was at least 
one report from Arran.

The BGS seismic listening devices had 
already picked up seismic activity before 
any reports had come in. With almost all 
reports coming from Argyll and only one 
from Arran, it would appear that Arran 
was on the outer edge of any tremors. As 
for the actual cause, even the BGS cannot 
say but it does say it is not to do with tec-
tonic plate movement but with a fault at 
great depth within the earth.

Outdoor weddings
A proposal to conduct civil marriages out-
side the offi ce has been put forward to 
North Ayrshire Council. Up until now the 
registrar can only marry people only in 
their offi ce. A minister may marry people 
in a hotel or other place although often the 
preference is to conduct weddings in their 
own churches.

Now a proposal is before North Ayrshire 
to conduct civil marriages outside the of-
fi ce with mountain tops and country parks 
listed as venues that have been request-
ed. One couple who went to register their 
marriage at the Registry Offi ce at Lam-
lash had to use their own minister to con-
duct their wedding on Cleats Shore. There 
was a strong suggestion that they had cho-
sen the location to benefi t from the known 
designation of the beach, but they were 
not able to ask the registrar to marry them 
there.

Over the past six months, parents and pupils of Arran High School have collected 31,528 
Co-op music vouchers which have been used to purchase musical instruments. Pictured 
outside Lamlash Co-op are Iain Soutter, Robin Smith, Laura Keeney, Richard Bentley, 
Laura Nicholson, Shiona Murchie and Andrew Norris with Co-op manager Iain Struthers 
and music teacher Ann Lee. 01_B20twe01

Former members of the Arran lifeboat crew attended the opening of the new Lifeboat 
House at Lamlash Pier. They are Ian Thomson, Archie Stevenson, Ian McNee, Peter 
McBeath, Jock Kelso, Peter MacKay, Miller Crawford, Ian Wood, John Robertson and Mick 
Cannon.  01_B20twe04

Maryhill Eagles, a women’s league football team from Glasgow which includes Whiting 
Bay footballer Catherine McBain, visited Arran for a friendly against a men’s team at 
Sandbraes Park last weekend. 01_B20twe02

Last week horse riders on Arran enjoyed a road safety weekend organised in conjunction 
with the British Horse Society and the mounted police section. Pictured are the 
organisers who helped students attain their BHS road safety badges. 01_B20twe03

Current lifeboat crew line up outside the new station which was opened by Lady Jean 
Fforde last Saturday. 01_B20twe05
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British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
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DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Public Notices

PLASTERER

FOR SALE - UNDER £50
G-Plan 2 seater settee in 
very good condition, free to 
a good home. Please phone 
01770 302285.
A small Lec Fridge, 83cm 
x 50cm and a Bombani gas 
cooker. £45 for both. Please 
call 01770 700241. 

FOR SALE - OVER £50
Portacabins For Sale 31ft 
x 10ft. 4 available – offers 
Tel: 01770 600242.

Farm stuff for sale – Old 6 
foot fl ail topper, good for 
heather, briars, etc. £300;  
Zig Zag harrows on 3pt 
linkage £200; tyne grubber/
cultivator, would work or 
go well with vintage tractor 
£100; Old 3 furrow plough 
£100. 3 ton tipping trailer 
£400.  Call Gordon 860726 
or mobile 07717 536 981.

WANTED
Exercise bike in good 
working order. Please call 
01770 601281.

Tel: 01770 860 257 or 07704 857341

WALKER BAY 10FT RIB

Good sturdy boat. £695

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 2005 –  
DETERMINATION NOTICE

North Ayrshire Council has determined under section 8 (1) of the above Act that 
the Zero Waste Strategy and Implementation Plan 2018 - 2022 does not require 
a Strategic Environmental Assessment.
Copies of this notice and the screening reports, providing the statement of reasons, 
are available from the Council’s website at www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk or can be 
viewed during normal office hours at North Ayrshire Council, Cunninghame House, 
Irvine, KA12 8EE.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND  

CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 08.06.18. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

18/00419/PP; McLaren Hotel, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8AJ; Demolition of existing 
hotel and erection of new hotel and restaurant.
18/00422/PP; Kildonan Hotel, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Conversion of 2 hotel 
rooms to form a private self-contained apartment, construction of dormer, demolition 
of part of existing building and external alterations to existing building.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Donald I. McKelvie and Faith H. McKelvie

trading as A. McKelvie Contractors.
of Corriegills, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8BL

is applying to change an existing licence as follows
To keep an extra 0 goods and 1 trailer at the operating 

centre at  SEAVIEW YARD, CORRIEGILLS, BRODICK,  
ISLE OF ARRAN, KA27 8BL

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who believe that their use or enjoyment 

of that land would be a� ected, should make written 
representations to the Tra�  c Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 

21 days of this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 

representations to the applicant at the address given at the top 
of this notice.

A Guide to Making Representations is available from the 
Tra�  c Commissioner’s o�  ce.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property

Job Vacancy
Production Line Operative

We have a vacancy for a Production Line Operative to join us at 
our Home Farm base in Brodick. No experience is necessary 
as training will be given. Availability for an immediate start 
would be ideal.
Arran Aromatics operates a four day week, 7am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Thursday
To apply - please email your letter of application and 
CV to Sarah McDowall, Production Manager at   sarah.
mcdowall@arran.com
Alternatively for postal enquiries please send your 
application to - 
Sarah McDowall
Arran Aromatics Ltd
The Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran. KA27 8DD

Auchrannie Resort are proud to offer the Real Living 
Wage to our teams over the age of 18 years old and 
we are looking for Awesome individuals to join our 

Employee Owned Resort.
 We currently have vacancies for

Receptionist Full Time 
£18,625 per annum

Food & Beverage Assistant 
Full & Part time £8.75 per hour

Housekeeping Assistant 
Full & Part time £8.75 per hour

Spa Therapist 
Full time from £18,625 per annum

We are looking for people with passion and 
personality and will reward you with great training and 

development as well as resort benefits.
Further details can be found at 

www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 
hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Benefits include family leisure club membership 
worth up to £800 and other discounts 

within the resort.

Holiday Home Letti  ng & Property Management Specialists

Property Management Assistant – Housekeeping 
Co-ordinator – 27.5 hrs

Property Management Assistant – Maintenance 
Co-ordinator – full ti me

Focusing on the management of our properti es, the role will 
include administrati on duti es, property checking, customer 
service and managing bookings for our holiday lets.  
The ideal candidates should have good local knowledge, and 
the following experience:
- Ability to use initi ati ve to work alone but also as part of a team
- Have excellent customer service experience in dealing 

with customers both face to face and over the phone
- Knowledge of IT programmes, mainly word, excel and email
- Ability to work under pressure and have good 

organisati onal skills
- A current driving licence and own transport essenti al
- Available to work weekends on a rotati onal basis

Previous applicants need not apply.  
For further informati on on the role please contact 
jane@thearranteam.co.uk or call 01770 303113.

Closing date Fri 25 May 2018.

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran  |  Tel: 01770 860 444

Full time House-Keeping Vacancy
32-40 hours per week, 5 days out of 7.

Excellent rate of pay plus company 
discounts & bene� ts.

Live in accommodation available.
Previous experience preferred but not essential.

CV's and applications to 
hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk

Arran
Letting Company

Thinking of renting
your property?

Rent conf idently with
The Arran Letting Company.

Professional Island based Residential property management
service. Let us take care of it, from a simple tenant f inding service
to comprehensive management of single or multiple properties.

Have a spare room?
Let it earn you £7,500 a year tax free.

Our rent a room service will match you with the right tenant.

For a no obligation quote please call Caroline Hester on
01770 499101 E: rentals@arranletting.com W: www.arranletting.com

PART-TIME SALES/ 
ADMINISTRATION 

ASSISTANT
LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE
A part-time vacancy exists for a 

responsible, self motivated person able 
to work on their own initiative to assist in 

the smooth running of our 
Lochgilphead office.

The duties will include dealing with 
customers, advising and assisting them 

with their advertising requirements, 
carrying out other related general 

administration and sales functions as 
required. Training will be given.

Part-time, 16-24 hours per week.

A full current driving licence is essential.
Please apply by email with C.V. and full 

contact details to: 
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk
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IN MEMORIAM

CHURCH NOTICES

In Memory of my Dad
Roderick Hamilton

Died 24.05.17
Sorely missed by his daughter

Louise and family
‘Remembering you is easy Dad

I do it every day
And missing you is something
That will never go away….’

Arran bowling fixtures drawn
The Federation of Arran Bowling Clubs 
have made their draw for this year’s 
inter-club competitions, which are as fol-
lows:

Laidler Gardiner Trophy. All match-
es start at 6.45pm prompt at home team’s 
green. 

Tuesday May 22, Whiting Bay v Black-
waterfoot and Brodick v Lamlash. Thurs-
day May 24, Blackwaterfoot v Whiting 
Bay and Lamlash v Brodick. Tuesday 
May 29, Blackwaterfoot v Lamlash and 
Brodick v Whiting Bay. Thursday May 
31, Lamlash v Blackwaterfoot and Whit-
ing Bay v Brodick. Tuesday June 5, Brod-

ick v Blackwaterfoot and Lamlash v Whit-
ing Bay. Thursday June 7, Blackwaterfoot 
v Brodick and Whiting Bay v Lamlash.

Federation Trophies. All matches to be 
played at Brodick starting at 6.45pm.

 Monday June 12, ladies’ singles: Brod-
ick v Lamlash and Blackwaterfoot v Whit-
ing Bay. Gents’ singles: Brodick v Lam-
lash and Blackwaterfoot v Whiting Bay. 
Tuesday June 13, pairs: Lamlash v Brod-
ick and Blackwaterfoot v Whiting Bay. 
Triples: Brodick v Blackwaterfoot and 
Whiting Bay v Lamlash. Thursday June 
15, all fi nals, followed by prize-giving in 
Brodick Hall.

Youth rugby tournament brings
the Calcutta Cup to the island

Youth rugby on Arran has re-
ceived a welcome boost with 
the hosting of the Rugby 7s 
Series at Ormidale Park last 
Thursday where participants 
also had the opportunity to 
see at fi rst hand the historic 
Calcutta Cup.

The series, which in-
volves Largs, Ardrossan and 
Auchenharvie rugby teams, 
saw the youngsters compet-
ing in three age groups – S1/
S2, S3 boys and under-15 
girls.

Scoring for the tourna-
ments is through accumulat-
ed points and is calculated 

Arran High School under-15 girls practise their tackling skills under the tutelage of Scottish Rugby coach Euan Rains. 01_B20rugby01

Arran and Largs players shake each other’s hands after their match. 01_B20rugby04

A bruising encounter between Auchenharvie and Largs players. 01_B20rugby06

An Arran player sprints away from the opposition. 01_B20rugby07

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but 
working together

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson

Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 20th May 

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, 10.15am. Morning 

Worship including the
 Sacrament of the Lord’s

Supper at Pirnmill.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am. 

Morning Worship, including 
the sacrament of baptism.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a

 Service of Worship in
Montrose House at 1.30pm.
A Service of worship will be 
held at the Preaching Cave, 

Kilpatrick at 3.30pm for 
Pentecost Sunday.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s Whiting Bay
Sunday 20th May 

Holy Communion, 11am. 
Richard Trewby. 

Coffee after the service.
Wednesday 23rd May

Holy Communion, 12 noon, 
Lochranza Hotel. 

Rev Canon 
Simon MacKenzie.

All Welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 20th May

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship at 11am

Brodick Library
Telephone 700346

Everyone Warmly Invited

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 20th May

Rev. Lily McKinnon, 
In both Churches:
Pentecost Praise
Kilmory - 10am

 Lamlash - 11.30am
 In Lamlash: prayer time 

10.45am
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 20th May

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am. Tea and 
coffee will be served in the 

transept after the service. All 
most welcome. 

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 20th May

Service 11am, Ormidale 
Pavilion, Brodick

Tea and coffee after the
service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine, 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Saturday 19th May
Vigil Mass, 7.30pm
Sunday 20th May

Sunday Morning Mass, 11am

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CURRIE: Douglas and Lin-
da would like to thank every-
one for the expressions of 
sympathy received on the loss 
of their uncle, Iain. Also Fr. 
McVicar for spiritual comfort, 
AW Blair & Sons for funer-
al arrangements, and all who 
attended at St Peter’s and at 
Holmsford Bridge.
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Youth rugby tournament brings
the Calcutta Cup to the island

over three tournaments tak-
ing place on Arran, and in 
Largs and Ardrossan.

Requiring a huge amount 
of organising, the series 
involves Scottish Rugby de-
velopment offi cer Andrew 
Duncan, Scottish Rugby 
coach Euan Rains and high 
school physical education 
teachers Steve Evans, Jul-
ie McGhee and depute head 
Suzie Dick among many 
others.

Defending their title after 
winning the series last year, 
Arran High School were 
competing in their new red 

kits which were provided 
with the assistance of Scot-
tish Rugby and the school’s 
parent council.

Rugby enthusiast Steve 
Evans said: ‘Arran High 
School has a rich tradition of 
playing rugby so it is great to 
see it taking off and gaining 
traction again.’

Coach and Arran rugby 
player Euan Rains said: ‘This 
is a great tournament. 

‘We are all here for the 
enjoyment of rugby and to 
have fun while doing it. 

‘The players are very enthu-
siastic and it is inspiring to 

see more than 30 Arran pupils 
getting involved.’

Creating a huge amount 
of excitement at the tourna-
ment, Scottish Rugby educa-
tion manager Paul Kesterton 
brought with him the historic 
Calcutta Cup which Scotland 
won at Murrayfi ed in Febru-
ary with their fi rst win over 
England in the Six Nations 
Championship in a decade

The cup, which dates back 
to 1879, and which is at pres-
ent touring schools around 
the country, has been won by 
England 70 times and 40 by 
Scotland.

Arran High School under-15 girls practise their tackling skills under the tutelage of Scottish Rugby coach Euan Rains. 01_B20rugby01

Scottish Rugby education manager Paul Kesterton shows o�  the Calcutta Cup dating 
back to 1879. 01_B20rugby02

Largs players have a post-game strategy discussion. 01_B20rugby03

Arran and Largs players shake each other’s hands after their match. 01_B20rugby04

Arran players receive support from the sidelines from their  team-mates. 01_B20rugby05
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Goatfell hill race 
runners at the ready
More than 200 runners will today (Saturday) take part 
in the annual Goatfell hill race.

A total of 212 runners have entered are and looking 
forward to making the gruelling 15.5 kilometre, 870 
metre climb to the summit and back.

Setting off from Ormidale Park at midday, the run-
ners will follow the tourist path to the summit with 
members of the Brodick Improvements Committee 
marshalling the road route and the Arran Mountain 
Rescue Team assisting on the mountain.

The course record, which was broken last year by the 
fi rst two runners, is now 1 hour, 12 minutes and 11 sec-
onds.

While most of the competitors come from the main-
land, a number of Arran runners also take part with 
brother and sister, Jon and Kirstie Smith, both taking 
fi rst place in the local male and female categories re-
spectively last year.

Yvonne takes duel in the 
sun prize

Yvonne Brothers, winner of the Flockhart Trophy, with runner-up Jenni Turnbull, scratch 
winner Susan Butchard and Carole Stewart, ALGU president. 

Arran Ladies’ Golf Union
Saturday May 12, Flockhart 
Trophy, 17 ladies played on 
a wonderful sunny day at 
Brodick Golf Club in the last 
competition of the  ALGU 
year.

Congratulations to the win-
ner, Yvonne Brothers 90-
19=71 the runner-up, Jenni 
Turnbull 91-17=74 and the 
scratch winner, Susan Butch-
ard, 86. The ALGU would 
like to thank the greens staff 
for all their hard work in pre-
paring the course after the 
rain on Friday, Chris, the 
new caterer and his staff for 
the lovely lunch, and Brod-
ick Golf Club for making us 
feel so welcome.

Fixture: The ADM will be 
held at Brodick Golf Club 
on Monday May 21, at 7pm. 
Sunday June 24, the Presi-
dent’s Prize will be a 12-hole 
tri-am at Shiskine Golf Club 
at 1.45pm.

Arran Golfers’
Association
Monday May 14, Seniors 
Bowl. Congratulations to 
Whiting Bay Golf Club for 
winning the AGA Seniors 
Bowl, beating Shiskine at 
Shiskine in the fi nal. This 
game was rain-delayed from 
Friday and it was a very 
close match going up the 
18th. John Pennycott and 
Willie Kelso both spoke 
about how friendly a game it 
was and played in the right 
spirit. Can WB make it a hat-
trick next year?

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday May 10, Summer 
Cup, CSS 67. 1 Ian Bremner 
69-7=62 BIH, 2 Calum Rae 

Captain Mary Adams, right, presents the Josie Sanderson 
bowl to winner Ann May at Lamlash Golf Club. 

AGA president Jock Kelso hands over AGA Seniors Bowl to John Pennycott and the 
Whiting Bay team, including captain Wol�  Kroner. 

76-14=62, 3 Dougie Mac-
Farlane 66-0=66. Scratch 
Dougie MacFarlane 66. 
Magic twos Ian Bremner, 
Graeme Andrew and Dougie 
MacFarlane, all @5th, Paul 
Cowan @16th.

Sunday May 13, Hamil-
ton Bowl round one, par bo-
gey, CSS 67, RO. 1 Alistair 
Crawford -3, 2 Serge El Adm 
-4. Scratch Alistair Crawford 
-12.

Fixtures: Sunday May 
20, Jamieson Cup round 
one, 8.30am, 9.30am and 
12.30pm. Thursday may 24, 
Summer Cup, make up own 
games, see starter for times.

Ladies section: Monday 
May 7, Josie Sanderson Sta-
bleford. 1 Ann May 32pts, 2 
Jenni Turnbull 31pts BIH, 3 
Gay Mackay 31pts. The as-
sembled group played in ex-
cellent conditions this year – 
no wind, no rain and, most 
importantly, no midges – but 
many competitors neverthe-
less found the greens very 
tricky while others were at-
tracted to the brilliant yel-
low of the gorse at its best 
just now. Only one magic 
two was recorded by Kate 
McAdam at the 16th.

As ever, the main attraction 
were the cakes! Produced by 
a small select group of bak-
ers, they excelled themselves 
this year. Our thanks also to 
our new caterer for the tasty 
sandwiches and to our cap-
tain, Mary, who took on the 
tea and coffee making duties 
and welcomed our guests.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday April 25, Rich-
ard Parfi tt Trophy, CSS 66 
(33pts). 1 Douglas Auld 22, 

37pts, 2 Stephen Judge 10, 
34pts ACB, 3 Nicol Auld 5, 
34pts.

Sunday April 29, Eric 
Wood Memorial, CSS 63 
(36pts). 1 Kevin McAleney 
35pts, 2 Stan Rainey 10, 
34pts ACB, 3 Jamie Stewart 
5, 34pts.

Thursday May 10, Summer 
Trophy, round fi ve, CSS 64. 
1 Jamie Stewart 5, 61, 2 Da-
vid Morrison 9, 65, 3 Danny 
Head 4, 66.

Sunday May 13. The sun 
shone for captain Wolfi  Kro-
ner for his Captain’s Prize 
day and a good turnout of 24 
players enjoyed his hospital-
ity and usual kind words of 
advice. The members would 
like to thank Wolfi  for his 
generous prizes and refresh-
ments, as well as appreci-
ation for all his hard work 
as captain. The competition 
was a Stableford from the 
yellow tees. 1 Eddie Hope 
16, 39pts ACB, 2 Alan Kay 
19, 39pts, 3 Andy Martin 12, 
37pts, 4 John Pennycott 13, 
36pts ACB.

Fixtures: Sunday May 20, 
McKelvie Cup round one 
(qualifi er for club champion-
ship). Wednesday May 23, 
Summer Trophy and second 
qualifi er for club champion-
ship. Sunday May 27, McK-
elvie Cup round two, and 
fi nal qualifi er for club cham-
pionship.

Brodick Golf Club
Thursday May 10, Summer 
Cup, 18 played, CSS 64. 1 
Chris Pattenden 74-13=61, 
2 Bruce Jenkins 72-7=65, 3 
Iain Sillars 82-15=67 ACB. 
Scratch Bruce Jenkins 72.

Sunday May 13, McCar-

frae Trophy, CCQ round 
one, 23 played. 1 Ewan 
McKinnon 68pts, Bob Mc-
Crae 74pts ACB, Greg Mc-
Crae 74pts. Sweep, CSS 66. 
1 Bob McCrae 74-8=66, 2 
Nicol Hume 82-14=68 ACB, 
3 Billy Armit 79-11=68.

Fixture: Sunday May 20, 
McCarfrae Trophy, CCQ 
round three. Entry by club-
house notice board only. 
Championship matchplay 
rounds will then be played 
on Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, followed by the fi nal 
on Saturday May 26.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday May 10, Ladies’ 
Club Championship quali-
fi er round two, par 67, SSS 
67, CSS 67. 1st Class: 1 Car-
ole Stewart 87-19=68, 2 Al-
ice Anderson 86-15=71. 
2nd Class: 1 Fiona Scott 94-
26=68, 2 Esther Henderson 
99-28=71.

Sunday May 13, gents 12-
hole medal, 15 played. 1st 
Class: 1 Colin Dair 50-7=43, 
2 Allan Napier 50-5=45 BIH. 
Scratch H Bannatyne 48. 2nd 
Class: 1 Colin Rutterford 57-
9=48, BIH, 2 Willie McNal-
ly 57-9=48. Magic twos A 
Napier and H Bannatyne.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday May 12, Summer 
Cup. 1 R Logan 67-6=61, 2 
A Smith 75-11=64, BIH, 3 A 
Burke 84-20=64. Scratch, E 
McKinnon 63.

Fixtures: Saturday May 19, 
Medal. Ballots at 9am and 
2pm. Wednesday May 23, 

mid week medal and magic 
twos, ballot at 5pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday May 15, Lady Mary. 
Barbara Waring 81-12=69, 
Kema Genda 89-15=74, E 
Kelso 95-21=74. CSS 68.

Tuesday May 15, Peter 
Sutton. Hamish Bannatyne 

70-7=63, Brian Sherwood 
83-15=68, Cambell Laing 
88-18=70. CSS 66.

Fixtures: Tuesday May 22, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary tee 
off at 12.30pm and 5.30pm.

The sheet for the Law-
son-Cameron is now on the 
notice board and starts in 
June.
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Southend start another attack in the middle of the park. 01_B20southend02

Southend get league off to a flyer

Monday night saw the 
fi rst Arran Dairies League 
games of the season played 
in lovely conditions once 
again.

In Whiting Bay, the 
South enders ran riot against 
Shiskine with Donald Park 
scoring four goals for the 
home side. Referee Greg 
McCrae gave Ryan Arm-

Southend 8
Shiskine 1

Arran Dairies League

Lamlash 2
Northend 0

strong man of the match for 
his play and for his scoring. 
Lewis Kennedy and Ste-
phen Judge also scored and 
James Mitch achieved his 
fi rst goal in Southend col-
ours.

Young Calum McAlister 
scored a consolation goal 
for Shiskine.

In the other league game, 
Lamlash had to have a 

quick turnaround from 
their cup fi nal defeat as 
they hosted Northend two 
days later. In a close game, 
the home team came out on 
top with goals from Luc El 
Adm and Sam Tattersfi eld. 
Grant Adamson was given 
man of the match.

The next fi xtures on 
Monday May 21 will see 
Shiskine taking on Lam-
lash at 6.30pm and North-
end at home to Brodick at 
7pm.

Johnnie Sloss, in full � ow, dances through the defenders. 01_B20footy02

Continued from page 28
side of the bar and went in. 
Toby added his second goal 
of the match along with 
Andrew getting a brace as 
well. Archie McNicol, who 
had also got off the boat 
just before kick-off to help 
his team out, had been pro-
vider for most of the goals 
and fi nally got on the score 
sheet himself.

With the score at 6-0, 
Brodick were just going 
through the motions. It 
could have been a lot more 
if it wasn’t for some bril-
liant last-ditch defending 
from Fraser Thomson of 
Lamlash.

Brodick’s only blip on an 
otherwise perfect display 
was when Babbies Mac-
Neil was given his march-
ing orders after picking up 
two yellow cards  for repet-
itive fouling.

Brodick win Haulage Cup
Referee Danny Head gave 

the man of the match to 
Tony McDowall for a fault-
less display in the mid-
dle of the park with almost 
every bit of his play wreak-
ing havoc in the Lamlash 
ranks.

Willie Anderson of Arran 
Haulage was on hand  to 
present the trophy to cap-
tain Matthew Dobson of 
Brodick for their fi rst tro-
phy win of the season.

Refreshments
A spokesman for the Isle 

of Arran Football Associ-
ation said: ‘Thank you to 
Struan and Rachel Armit-
age for their generous 
sponsorship and support 
of football on Arran. The 
refreshments provided to 
both teams after the game 
on such a warm day were 
also very much appreciat-
ed.’

The Brodick keeper punches the ball after a Lamlash attempt at goal. 01_B20footy04

The Lamlash goalkeeper looks on helplessly as the ball � ashes past him and 
into the net. 01_B20footy07

Celebrating their success, Brodick break open the bubbly. 01_B20footy09
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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Brodick 6
Lamlash 0

Arran Haulage Cup � nal

Continued on page 27

Six of the best sees Brodick 
lift the Arran Haulage Cup
League champions Brodick 
secured their fi rst cup win 
of the season with a rout of 
last year’s beaten fi nalists 
Lamlash.

In the Arran Haulage Cup 
fi nal played in Lamlash last 
Saturday, it was to prove a 
second fi nal defeat in a row 
for the home side, who lost 
to Southend in the inaugu-
ral competition last year.

Supported by a large 
crowd of spectators on one 
of the hottest days of the 
year, the old rivals battled 
it out in a one-sided match, 
with Brodick barely putting 
a foot wrong and romping 
to victory. Willie Anderson of Arran Haulage presents the cup to Brodick captain Matthew Dobson. 01_B20footy10

Lamlash looked to have 
drawn fi rst blood when 
Grant Adamson powered 
the ball into the Brodick 
goal only for it to be ruled 
offside. Two minutes later, 
it was Brodick who made 
it 1-0 when Toby Wingham 
opened the scoring for the 
blues. 

Tony McDowall had 
made the trip back down 
from Glasgow for his side 
and he was on hand to make 
it 2-0 before half-time.

In the second half, it was 
one-way traffi c as Brod-
ick were playing down the 
hill and ran riot. New sign-
ing Andrew Brisco made it 
3-0 in the fi rst minute of the 
second half after his thun-
derous strike hit the under-

A thwarted attempt at goal goes awry. 01_B20footy08Archie McNicol maintains possession as a defender blocks his way 01_B20footy06


	011EB1905ABA

