
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

No. 2075  Arran’s Weekly Newspaper                                SATURDAY 12 MAY, 2018 www.arranbanner.co.uk        Price 75p

open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
why not try our two course lunch.
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Water 
woes for 
Brodick
Brodick residents were left 
without water for more than 
six hours after a mains pipe 
burst early on Wednesday.

Scottish Water work-
men received a call-out at 
6.30am to deal with the in-
cident which occurred un-
der the road near the Brod-
ick Hall. A mini digger 
was seen excavating about 
a metre under the soil to 
reach the pipe. A small sec-
tion of the road had to be 
cordoned off while work-
men did the repairs and had 
residents’ supply reinstated 
shortly after 1pm.

Brodick Castle garden 
and country park, who were 
left without water for visi-
tors and staff, made the de-
cision to close for the day.

A spokeswoman from 
Scottish Water said: ‘We 
apologise to customers for 
any inconvenience caused 
as a result and thank them 
for their patience.’

Many affected by the out-
age believed that the dis-
ruption to the water supply 
was part of a cleaning effort 
which users receive written 
notice of the week prior.

The fl ushing of the water 
network which was under-
taken two days before and 
which involved opening 
hydrants on the network to 
fl ush out sediment and grit 
which builds up over time, 
was unrelated to the inci-
dent and took place over-
night to avoid disruption to 
customers.

Concern over £13m 
early years shake-up

Pupils and teachers at the Brodick Nursery this week. 01_B19nursery01

A private Arran nursery 
has expressed concern over 
what ambitious £13 mil-
lion plans to develop and 
expand early years cen-
tres across North Ayrshire 
could mean for it.

All island parents will 
also have to wait more than 
two years before they see 
any benefi ts as Arran is in 
the last phase of a scheme 
which will see early years 
provision nearly double to 
1,140 hours a year, but not 
until August 2020 at the 
early years classes around 
the island.

The additional childcare 
provision has been wel-
comed but there are also 
concerns about the impact 
of the major shake-up on 
Brodick Nursery, which is 
private and voluntary, but 
whose children are funded 
by NAC.

Currently accommodat-
ing 16 children, and staffed 
with two early years prac-
titioners, the facility is 
housed in the village hall 
where it has to make use of 
the public toilets and pre-
pare meals in a tiny coffee 
canteen.

While providing a com-
mendable service accord-
ing to many parents, the 

teachers have to set up and 
dismantle the nursery fa-
cilities every morning and 
evening, going as far as re-
placing the children’s art-
works on the walls every 
day. 

However, it has an excel-
lent reputation which sees 
children coming from as far 
afi eld as Shiskine, and the 
nursery continues to attract 
children from across the is-
land. It will be expanding 

by eight pupils by August.
Manager Aileen Brand 

said: ‘Representatives from 
NAC have been over to dis-
cuss these changes with us 
and, while we do feel that 
our concerns are being lis-
tened to, we are worried 
about our future. 

‘We rent the village hall 
and fundraise for all of the 
facilities. The parents and 
community have been in-
credibly supportive, as 

have the other early years 
providers on Arran.

‘Our future is uncertain 
but we will continue our 
communications with NAC 
in the hope of working with 
them to fi nd solutions that 
work for them, us and the 
community of parents and 
childminders.’

Ann MacKay, who has 
been an early years practi-
tioner at the nursery for 13 
years, said:  ‘We voiced our 

concerns with NAC, which 
are that there are no plans 
in place for us to deal with 
these changes. Solutions 
which have been collated 
from data obtained on the 
mainland might not neces-
sarily refl ect the needs on 
Arran so we will need to be 
employing some innova-
tive thinking on the ways to 
cope with the changes.’

Aileen added: ‘On a pos-
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Scottish Water workmen 
can be seen digging a hole 
in the road to gain access 
to a water mains pipe that 
needed to be repaired. 
01_B19water01

Continued from page one
itive note, good quali-
ty childcare on Arran and 
across the region will be 
expanded and there will 
be a huge increase in op-
portunities for childcare 
professionals, which is al-
ways welcomed.’

North Ayrshire Coun-
cil’s cabinet has approved 
the redevelopment of the 
early years centres across 

Nursery concern over 
£13m early years boost

the local authority area. 
Councillor John Bell, a 
cabinet member for edu-
cation, said: ‘By August 
2020, all three- and four-
year-olds and eligible two-
year-olds can access 1,140 
hours of free early learn-
ing and childcare each 
year – that’s nearly double 
the current amount of 600 
hours.’

The increase to 1,140 

hours in early learning and 
childcare means that early 
years centres will operate 
from 8am till 6pm during 
49 weeks of the year.

A council spokesman 
confi rmed that consultation 
was ongoing with both pri-
vate and public sector pro-
viders and that no decision 
had been taken on future 
provision of early years 
services on the island.

Continued from page one
Throughout the outage users were kept up to date on the 
repairs and an estimated completion time with a mes-
sage on the ScottishWater website and text message up-
dates for mobile users.

Water woes for Brodick residents

Road collapse repairs 
could take many weeks
The full extent of the dam-
age which has been caused 
to a retaining wall support-
ing the main A841 road on 
Brodick hill emerged this 
week.

As North Ayrshire Coun-
cil pledged in last week’s 
Banner, roads offi cials met 
with local representatives 
on site this week to discuss 
how they are going to fi x 
the road, which is a major 
engineering challenge.

Drivers using the main 
Brodick to Lamlash road 
have already faced weeks 
of the delay caused by the 
temporary traffi c lights 
which were brought in af-
ter subsidence under the 
road caused the pavement 
to collapse and weaken the 

Councillor 
Billings and Bill 
Calderwood at 
Strathwhillan 
Burn with 
the landslide 
behind them. 

road, and these will remain 
for some time.

The subsidence is be-
lieved to have been caused 
by a falling tree which 
caused the knock-on col-
lapse of the sandstone 
structure on the bank of the 
Strathwhillan Burn which 
has been seriously under-
mined.

Seriously
Arran councillor Tim-

othy Billings, communi-
ty council chairman Bill 
Calderwood and a repre-
sentative from the Douglas 
Hotel attended the briefi ng 
and afterwards Council-
lor Billings said: ‘While 
the work is going to take 
some weeks, I am pleased 
that the roads department is 

taking it seriously and that 
there are a lot of works go-
ing on behind the scenes to 
get the road repaired, with 
the minimum of disruption 
possible.’

While still in the early 

stages of detail, the roads 
chiefs said that the work 
would go out to tender 
shortly and hopefully by 
the end of the month. That 
process will take four to six 
weeks, with a further four 

to six weeks to carry out the 
work. No cost has yet been 
put on the works.

Mr Calderwood said: 
‘The nature of the subsid-
ence means this is a ma-
jor job which will require 

some serious machinery. 
The council is very sensi-
tive to try to get the road 
reopened with the mini-
mum of disruption but the 
temporary lights will be 
in place for some weeks 
yet. They have promised 
to consult fully over any 
road closures which may 
be needed.’

Minimise
A North Ayrshire Council 

spokesman reiterated: ‘It is 
likely to be a few weeks be-
fore any work starts and in 
the meantime the tempo-
rary measures will remain 
in the place and the road 
will be monitored. Every 
effort will be made to min-
imise delays to the roads 
network.’



ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 12 May, 2018 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 3News

Bringing together the 
mountains of the world
A NEW exhibition is being 
held in the upstairs gallery 
at Arran Active, Brodick.

Wild Mountains by Scot-
tish landscape artist Gor-
don Davidson has been 
compiled for Arran Moun-
tain Festival, which is be-
ing held later this month. 

It was opened by festival 
chairman Jackie Kemp at 
small, informal gathering 
attended by Gordon.

It features his work over 
the past 12 years of travels 
to South America, Africa, 
Europe and Asia. Over this 
time he has produced work 

Festival chairman Jackie Kemp at the exhibition opening. 01_B18mountains02

for the Peru government, 
the Nepal government, 
the King of Thailand, the 
Thai Embassy in London, 
UNICEF and the Embas-
sy of Qatar. He has painted 
from the Andes to the Ama-
zon in Pero, the Atlas to the 
Atlantic coast in Morocco 
and across the Himalayas 
in Nepal. 

There are also works of 
Arran mountain scenes.

Since 2011, Gordon has 
been working with Gur-
kha soldiers for the char-
ity Kalaa Jytoi in Nepal. 
The  group takes art to poor 

and disadvantaged children 
across the country, includ-
ing homes, orphanages, 
schools and monasteries. 

The commission from the 
exhibition is being donated 
to cover Gordon’s next trip 
to Nepal in September. 

The exhibition runs until 
June 3.

This year’s mountain fes-
tival takes place from May 
18 to 21 and while many of 
the walks and events are al-
ready fully booked, there 
are still some spaces availa-
ble. Visit www.arranmoun-
tainfestival.co.uk

Artist Gordon Davidson with his World Mountains exhibition. 01_B18mountains01
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‘Serving Argyll and the Islands’

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING AND CLEANING
SEPTIC TANK INSTALLATION

HIGH PRESSURE JETTING & CLEANING

07917 358285     07782  313517
Callum Simpson Martin Boyle

martinboylecontracting@gmail.com
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Fitting farewell 
to Stewart MBE
Mourners lined Knowe 
Road to say a fi nal farewell 
to Stewart Lambie MBE 
after his funeral last Thurs-
day.

As a mark of respect, his 
coffi n was carried from the 
Brodick Church by ser-
ving members of the Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team, of 
which Stewart was a found-
ing member and team lead-
er for 27 years. He was 
then transported to Brodick 
Old Cemetery in one of the 
mountain rescue vehicles 
and was laid to rest after a 
private family service.

Mr Lambie, who died on 
Mourners line Knowe Road 
and the mountain rescue 
vehicles leave the church. 
01_B19lambie02

Monday April 16 at Lam-
lash War Memorial Hospi-
tal, was well known for his 
community work. He was 
85. A spokesman for the 
mountain rescue team said: 
‘His commitment and con-
tribution to the team over 
the years has been extraor-
dinary and he will always 
be a big part of everything 
we do.’

A full obituary of the life 
and work of Mr Lambie 
will appear in the future 
edition of the Banner.Members of the mountain rescue team carry his co�  n from the church. 01_B19lambie01

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.cruizebarbrasserie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

family
friendly dining

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am, 
lunch from 12pm - 4.30pm and

dinner from 5pm.

Serving a wide selection of hot and cold drinks 
as well as tasty snacks throughout the day.

There is even a small soft play area for the 
little ones to burn off some energy!

open daily from 7am

fresh produce
sourced as
locally as
possible
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Arran and Campbeltown 
RNLI crews had to work in 
tandem to come to the res-
cue of a stricken yacht that 
had run aground.

Shortly after 10.22am on 
Wednesday May 2, Arran 
RNLI crew assembled and 
launched the inshore life-
boat Rachel Hedderwick 
to the shore at Kilmory to 
locate and assist the yacht 

that had run aground in the 
poor weather conditions.

After arriving on scene, 
the Campbeltown RNLI 
crew recovered the crew 
of the yacht to their all-
weather lifeboat Ernest and 
Mary Shaw, while the Ar-
ran RNLI crew boarded the 
stricken yacht to assess it. 
After being assessed by the 
Arran RNLI crew, the yacht 

was towed to open water 
where it was judged sea-
worthy enough to be towed 
back to Campbeltown.

Arran RNLI helm Tim 
Crockett said: ‘We’re al-
ways happy when a call-out 
ends well and having the 
opportunity to work with 
our colleagues at Camp-
beltown makes this call-out 
particularly memorable.’

There was a good turnout at 
the RNLI fundraising cof-
fee morning in the Ormi-
dale Pavilion last Saturday.

Supporters of all ages en-
joyed some new fundrais-
ing activities along with the 
usual delicious homebak-
ing stall, bric-a-brac and 
big tombola, with a host of 
great prizes, including sev-
eral large soft toys.

The RNLI is the charity 
that saves lives at sea and 
relies entirely on funding 
from local communities 
such as ours. 

Joint rescue of stricken yacht

Members of the Arran and 
Campbeltown RNLI crews assist 
the grounded yacht back into 
deep water. Photograph:Dave Nicholson. 

Lifeboat coffee 
morning success

Joyce Buchanan and Alice Lennox with some of the 
tombola prizes. 01_B19lifeboat01

Sheila MacNaughton and organiser Elspeth Lang serving at the baking stall. 01_B19lifeboat02
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Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arran
banner.co.uk

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £37.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £27.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

EDENMORE GUEST HOUSE
Ardrossan

Ground Floor Rooms Available. 
Pet Friendly

T: 01294 462306

New challenge for 
anvil man Davy

Davy drags the anvil up Goatfell with the help of Fraser Aitchison. 

Full-scale search 
for missing duo
A  full-scale search was 
launched for a father and 
son who had become lost 
walking in the North Glen 
Sannox area.

The Arran Mountain Res-
cue Team were called out 
at around 5pm last Thurs-
day to search for the miss-
ing pair. Due to their un-
known location and the 
size of the area they could 
possibly be in, a full-scale 
search commenced utilis-
ing as many team mem-
bers as possible, including 
search dogs.

Thankfully, after an hour 
or so the duo reported 
reaching a road which the 
team were able to identify 
as being Dougarie/Iorsa, 
quite a fair distance away 
from their starting point. 
They were then located by 
police and taken to safety.

� See rescue team in 
training on page nine.

Arran Elderly 
Forum meeting
A meeting of the Arran 
Elderly Forum will take 
place next week with a 
guest speaker discussing 
power of attorney.

Anyone over 55 years 
with an interest in issues 
affecting the elderly 
or those who may wish 
to learn about the subject 
from guest speaker Mar-
ilyn Woods is encour-
aged to attend the forum 
at the Ormidale Pavilion 
on Wednesday May 16, at 
10.40am. Attendees 
enjoy a cup of tea before 
proceedings begin at 11am 
promptly.

Autism support group mooted for Arran
Mark Harwood, the Co-
op’s member pioneer, has 
mooted the idea of forming 
an autism support group on 
the island.

So far he has spoken to 
three families and three 
enthusiastic individuals. 
The next move is to have a 
drop-in at the Co-zy room 

at the main Brodick Co-op  
from 1pm to 3pm on Sun-
day May 20.

Mark said: ‘I’m not pro-
posing to lead a group, just 
trying to assemble interest-
ed parties to get one going.’

Also, Mark wants to make 
it more widely known that 
local people can have free 
use of the Co-zy room. Just 
ring him to arrange this on 
850577.

Big Davy Ballantyne has 
set himself another chal-
lenge.

The man who dragged an 
anvil to the top of Goatfell 
and back down again is up 
to his fundraising exploits 
again.

This time the challenge 
will be to carry 60kg of 
chains up to the top of Ben 
Nevis in a day. No date has 
yet been set for the chal-
lenge but his training is in 
full swing. He will again be 
raising money for the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF).

His wife Annelies said: 
‘Davy is still training with 

a rucksack with 50kg of 
sand in it. The chains are 
still to be organised.’

Davy, who works for 
North Ayrshire Council, 
spent 26 days dragging 
a 120kg anvil up Goat-
fell two years ago after his 
daughter was diagnosed 
with type 1 diabetes. That 
feat raised nearly £17,000 
for the JDRF.

He has since brought the 
anvil back down again and 
it is now at the Douglas 
Hotel, where it will be 
brought into use for wed-
ding ceremonies, once pre-
paratory work has been 
completed.



Passengers trying to get 
to Arran for the May bank 
holiday were angry to fi nd 
space on a ferry which 
they had been told was 
full.

One Arran resident was 
unable to obtain a ticket 
to bring his car over last 
Friday on the 7am sailing 
from Ardrossan as he was 
told the peak time service 
was fully booked.

Understanding that it 
was the start of the May 
bank holiday weekend, 
he was then surprised and 
angered to see that a sig-
nifi cant portion of the MV 
Caledonian Isles’s carry-
ing capacity was not be-
ing utilised, with space on 
each side and at the back 
of the ferry.

The angry passenger 
told the Banner: ‘My pho-
tos show the 7am sailing 
from Ardrossan which 
was “fully booked”. 

‘This sadly is becoming 
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Ferry operator CalMac has 
taken notice of concerns re-
garding the lack of seating 
in the new £30 million ter-
minal at Brodick.

Following concerns 
from the community, and 
as highlighted by the Ar-
ran Civic Trust recently 
in the Banner, eight seats 
have now been installed 
on the ground-fl oor area, 
which accommodates the 

ticket offi ce. The ferry 
terminal, which was offi -
cially opened on Thursday 
April 12, has faced a num-
ber of teething problems 
which CalMac has prom-
ised to fi x.

The seating downstairs, 
while sparse, will add to the 
120-seat departure lounge 
which is located upstairs 
for travellers who have a 
valid booking ticket.

Claims that Caledonian 
MacBrayne could bid for 
the franchise to run Scot-
land’s trains was dismissed 
as ‘speculation’ this week, 
writes Hugh Boag.

But it may not be as far-
fetched as it fi rst seems. 
Transport minister Humza 
Yousaf has made clear 
his deep unhappiness 
with ScotRail’s belea-
gured Dutch owner Abel-
lio and has spoken previ-
ously about the possibility 
of bringing ScotRail back 
into public hands.

This week there were na-
tional newspaper claims 
that a CalMac bid was one 

of two options being con-
sidered by Scottish minis-
ters to take over the £2.5 
billion franchise, the other 
an entirely new company. 
Abellio is meant to operate 
the franchise until 2025 but 
a break clause could be ac-
tivated in 2020 if it fails to 
hit performance targets.

The SNP government re-
cently changed the law 
which would allow a not-
for-profi t Scots operator – 
such as nationalised Cal-
Mac – to make a bid.

A CalMac source des-
cribed the reports to the 
Banner as ‘mere specula-
tion at this stage’.

A Scottish Government 
spokeswoman said: ‘Our 
consistent view over many 
years is that there ought to 
be a level playing fi eld be-
tween the private and pub-
lic sector in bidding for rail 
franchises.

‘It is vital that we take the 
time to think through the 
various scenarios as minis-
ters want to enable a com-
petitive public sector bid 
which offers best value for 
the public purse while de-
livering continuous service 
improvements.

‘An announcement on 
this is expected in the com-
ing months.’

Two lots of seats have been installed in the ticketing o�  ce 
at the new ferry terminal. 01_B19seats01

New seats installed 
at ferry terminal

CalMac train bid 
is ‘speculation’

‘Fully booked’ 
vessel sparks 
holiday anger

Despite 
the ferry 
being ‘fully 
booked’ this 
photograph 
shows the 
available 
space on 
either side and 
the rear of the 
MV Caledonian 
Isles car deck 
last week. 
No_B19CalMac02

the norm and not the ex-
ception. 

‘Is it CalMac’s cunning 
plan to stop tourists com-
ing to Arran?’

When approached for a 
comment, a spokesman 
from CalMac explained 
that the unused space 
had, in fact, been booked 
by three large commer-
cial vehicles carrying tar, 
but they failed to make 
use of their booking.

He added: ‘We are 
working hard to improve 
processes of fi lling all 

available deck space in 
such instances, but it is 
diffi cult to manage no 
shows.’

CalMac offers refunds 
on most tickets as long 
as they have not been 
used and the tickets have 
not expired. 

Refunds can be also be 
provided for cancelled 
commercial reserva-
tions, provided the pur-
chaser cancels in writing 
and faxes its cancella-
tion notice to the port of 
departure at least 48 

hours before the sched-
uled departure.

According to the 
CalMac website deal-
ing with cancellations 
and refunds, purchasers 
who do not meet the can-
cellation requirements 
will have their future 
bookings and/or block 
bookings reduced pro-
portionally, according to 
the number of no-shows 
and cancellations the 
customer has made in 
the preceding six 
months.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Thought for the week
‘Husbands ought to love 
their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his 
wife loves himself. Af-
ter all, no one ever hat-
ed their own body, but 
they feed and care for 
their body, just as Christ 
does the church.’ Ephe-
sians 5:28

Lochranza 
Campsite
Sir,
I read the Arran Civic 
Trust’s report with interest 
in last week’s Banner and 
it is good to know that we 
have committed guardians 
of the island’s built herit-
age.

However, as one of Ar-
ran’s campsite owners 
(who is also very commit-
ted to protecting the is-
land’s nature, beauty and 
culture) I was taken aback 
to read, in the Waste Dis-
posal section of the trust’s 
report, that ‘according to 
VisitScotland, there are 
only four registered camp-
er van sites on Arran, of 
which only one is quality 
assured’. The negative im-
plications of this statement 
could damage my business!

VisitScotland is not the 
defi nitive authority on 
standards of campsites; it 
is a destination marketing 
organisation. The campsite 
on Arran that is quality as-
sured by VisitScotland is 
the campsite that paid to be 
advertised by them. Quali-
ty Assurance is the name of 
their grading scheme. 

There are various organ-
isations offering to market 
campsites (for a substan-
tial sum) by giving them 
a grading, usually based 
on the sophistication of 
the facilities. The fi ve star 
awards tend to go to hol-
iday parks with bars and 
swimming pools. 

One reason I chose not to 
market Lochranza Camp-
site with VisitScotland was 
because they stipulate that 
campsites should be well-
lit at night. That would cer-
tainly not go down well 
with Lochranza villagers – 
or the Arran Civic Society, 
judging from their section 
on light pollution!

At Lochranza Campsite 

my husband and I prefer to 
be graded by the sustain-
able tourism organisation 
Green Tourism and were 
delighted to receive their 
Gold Award last year. We 
had to address more than a 
hundred criteria relating to 
waste disposal, energy, wa-
ter, conservation projects 
and community involve-
ment. Our award certifi es 
that we are ‘achieving the 
highest standards of sus-
tainability with a strong, 
broad ethos and excellent 
practices throughout’. 

One of our commitments 
to the Lochranza commu-
nity is that we are part of 
the group that has kept the 
public toilets open and by 
doing this we are helping to 
avoid problems of random 
waste disposal.

The report expresses con-
cern that Arran has ‘only’ 
four campsites, all small, 
traditional, unsophisticated 
but excellent sites (see the 
Trip Advisor reviews). 

The island’s topography 
has few large, fl at, shel-
tered areas suitable for a 
new camper van park. In 
any case, tourism is fi ckle; 
we have just come through 
a very lean April. Yes, there 
are some problems with 
some camper vans such as 
parking up inappropriately 
but, having been involved 
in tourism for nine years 
now, I know that most Ar-
ran visitors positively love 
the island and want to do 
the right thing by it; they 
simply need gentle guid-
ance as to what the right 
thing is at times. In fact 
there are quite a lot of Ar-
ran folk who enjoy their 
camper vans and motor 
homes.

I hope I have reassured 
you that we are not irre-
sponsible campsite owners 
causing problems for the 
island. Lochranza Camp-
site is held in great affec-
tion by many visitors go-

ing back many decades to 
well before our time, and 
we hope it only ever brings 
benefi ts to the island.

Yours,
Kathryn Wells

History mix-up
Sir,
I was unable to attend the 
latest meeting of the Ar-
ran Historical Society, but 
I believe your correspond-
ent got a little muddled up 
concerning the formation 
of the British Isles.

The various parts of Scot-
land, and some of North-
ern Ireland, were original-
ly parts of the continent 
of Laurentia, which would 
nowadays be thought of 
as the shield area of Can-
ada, large pieces of North 
America and Greenland.

Laurentia, at the time we 
are interested in, was lying 
astride the Equator, while 
England, Wales and South-
ern Ireland belonged to a 
microcontinent known as 
Avalonia, which broke free 
from the giant conglomer-
ation of Gondwana, which 
was lying around the South 
Pole in the early Paleozoic, 
sailed north, at the break-
neck speed of some 4-5 
centimetres per annum, 
and collided with anoth-
er smaller continent called 
Baltica, which was loafi ng 
around to the east of Lau-
rentia.

Baltic/Avalonia eventual-
ly collided obliquely with 
Laurentia at around 420 
million years ago, in the 
Ordovician/Silurian Peri-
od, forcing Scotland and 
England to become welded 
together along a suture line 
stretching from the modern 
Solway Firth eastwards to 
Berwick-on-Tweed.

The supercontinment of 
Pangea did not come into 
any of this, fi nally come 
together as it did approx-
imately only 286 million 

years ago, a slight discrep-
ancy of some 130 million 
years, which I cannot be-
lieve the speaker Dr Clark 
would have been guilty of.

Yours,
Alan McBain
Lamlash

Memorial darts
Sir,
My family and I would like 
to thank everyone who sup-
ported the annual Donald 
and James Mackenzie Me-
morial Darts competition 
which was once again a 
huge success.

Many thanks to all the 
people who helped to make 
it possible. Jimmy for 
boards, Lorna and Lindsay 
for getting games sorted 
and keeping three boards 
busy. Andrea for good food 
and comfortable surround-
ings. The staff at the club 
for keeping everyone wa-
tered, Nicky for photos. Mr 
Music Maker and every-
one who gave raffl e prizes 
and donations. Thanks too, 
must go to Wilma, Colin 
And Irene for helping with 
raffl e tickets, and lastly to 
Phyllis for presenting tro-
phies and raffl e prizes.

The trophy was once 
again won by Niall Mc-
Master and this year’s part-
ner Margaret Easdale. John 
Mackenzie and Vicki Milne 
were runners up. Niall also 
had the highest check out 
with 154 to win the James’s 
Cup.

The hamper was won by 
Davie Thomas and a grand 
total of £510 was raised 
which was shared between 
the Kilmory Hall, Kilmo-
ry Community Bus and the 
Arran branch of Action For 
Hearing Loss.

Yours,
Margaret Mackenzie
MBE, Kilmory

Nursery in rhyme
There can be no doubt that 
it is good news that North 
Ayrshire Council has an-
nounced details of how it 
is planning to implement 
the Scottish Government’s 
long promised expansion of 
early years provision.

The fact that they have 
budgeted £13million for 
the changes which will see 
the availability of free early 
learning and childcare pro-
vision almost double for all 
three- and four-year-olds, 
as well as vulnerable two-
year-olds, shows the size of 
the task.

However, the provision 
of nursery and early years 
classes is different on Ar-
ran than it is in the rest of 
North Ayrshire and this 
must be taken into account 
in any shake up planned on 
the island.

Brodick Nursery oper-
ates privately and is run 
by a committee of parents. 
It therefore differs signif-
icantly from the other ear-
ly years provision on the is-
land and they are right to 
have concerns.

If the most recent Care 
Inspectorate report is any-
thing to go by, they are do-
ing a good job with the in-
spector noting: ‘Brodick 
Nursery provides children 
with a welcoming, inclu-
sive environment in which-
to learn and to develop con-
fi dence and independence.’

We couldn’t agree more.
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Snakes but no ladders 
at joint rescue training
The Arran Mountain Res-
cue Team and the Police 
Scotland Mountain Rescue 
Team combined forces in a 
training exercise that saw 
them rescuing ‘casualties’.

They also enjoyed stun-
ning vistas of Glen Rosa 
and spotted a large num-
bers of adders sunning 
themselves.

The annual joint training 
exercise builds on the re-
lationship between the two 
rescue teams and enhances 
their experience and skills 

levels. Taking place over 
an entire day, the two teams 
practised their rope and 
equipment skills by going 
through various scenarios.

Involved, too, was the 
search and rescue dog and 
a number of casualties who 
were positioned through 
the glen, some inaccessibly 
situated on the steep cliffs.

A spokesman from the Ar-
ran Mountain Rescue Team 
said: ‘There were some in-
credible views from where 
some of the casualties were 

positioned and the sun 
shone, which is always a 
bonus.

‘There was also quite an 
abundance of adders in the 
glen basking in the sun-
shine’.

The training exercise was 
completed only days af-
ter the Arran team was in-
volved in a call-out involv-
ing a father and son who 
had gone missing in the 
North Glen Sannox area.
Photos by Ian, Kirstie, 
Lucy, Struan and Neil B.

Participants practise a rope descent down 
a steep cli�  side. 

Arran Mountain Rescue Team and Police Scotland take part in a joint training exercise in 
Glen Rosa. 

The two mountain rescue teams discuss 
their strategy. 

A ‘casualty’ is strapped to a stretcher 
which is then ready to be carried down the 
mountain. 

Rescue personnel await their chance to descend the ropes. 

The Glen Rosa adders were also out 
enjoying the warmth of the sunshine. 
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 30 June 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS &

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT LINKS HOUSE AND AN ACTIVITY

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What kind of fi shing 
can be arranged at Links House?

Links House at Royal Dornoch in the Scottish High-
lands offers luxury accommodation combined with the 
charm, grace and elegance of the world’s fi nest luxury 
small hotels. Links House Hotel has been beautiful-
ly restored to refl ect the strength and drama of its 
setting, overlooking the 1st tee at Royal Dornoch Golf 
Club. Resting in the very heart of the North Highlands, 

surrounded by pristine coastline, forests, rivers, lochs and 
mountains, Links House is perfect for country sports 
enthusiasts. Our Highland Experiences Manager can 
arrange salmon and trout fi shing and a great variety of 
shooting and hunting for guests. Links House also offer 
guided walking excursions and ‘off-road’ biking experi-
ences, in nearby wilderness terrain.

All extras to be paid on departure. Overnight stay available October, November, December 2018 (excluding Christmas and 
New Year). Accommodation in a double room in either the Mews or Main House. No Cash alternative available. Activity 

offered will be chosen from a selection and is at the discretion of Links House. No food or drink is included.
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This is your chance to win a beef Eighth pack. 
100 portions of delicious Highland Cross Shorthorn 
Beef delivered fresh to your door and worth £395.

Macbeth’s Butchers specialise in delicious, well 

hung, traditional native breed beef, born and reared 
on Edinvale Farm in the Highlands. We rear the best 
quality cattle to produce the very highest quality beef 
that is fi t for your table.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What is the name of 
Macbeth’s farm?

WIN 
A MEATY FREEZER FILLER

If you can also tell us which village Macbeth’s farm is near, then you will receive a bonus prize.
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WIN 
A 70CL BOTTLE OF EDINBURGH GINS’S CANNONBALL GIN

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: What %ABV is 
Cannonball Gin?

Inspired by Edinburgh’s rich 
naval heritage of cannons and 
the famous One O’clock Gun, 
Edinburgh Gin’s Cannonball is a 
Navy Strength gin that lives up 
to its evocative name. Cannon-
ball resurrects a historic style of 
gin commissioned by the British 
Navy, making it an homage to 
Edinburgh’s seafaring past.

Bottled at 57.2% ABV, 
Cannonball is 100% proof, and 
defi ned by intense juniper 
and Oriental spice. With twice 
the juniper content of classic 
Edinburgh Gin, it packs quite 
the punch.

Terms and Conditions apply

WIN 
18 OR 36 HOLES OF GOLF FOR 8 PEOPLE ON THE WOLL GOLF COURSE IN THE SCOTTISH 

BORDERS WITH A BACON ROLL AND COFFEE ON ARRIVAL

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Who used to hunt at 
New Woll?

Escape to the country and enjoy a day’s golf on the 
Scottish Borders most popular golf course. Set in the 
Ale valley in the heart of the Scottish Borders, New Woll 
Estate was formerly the Bishop of Glasgow’s hunting 
estate. Now, it is the most popular golf resort in the 
area and a family run business owned by the Brown 
family.  Surround by nature the Estate offers luxury 

self-catering accommodation, a fantastic golf course 
and an award-winning restaurant, all right at the door of 
your property if you are lucky enough to be staying on 
the estate. But you don’t have to stay, Woll are experts 
at organising the perfect golf day and if you are just 
looking for a nice place to eat then the restaurant is the 
place for you.

The prize is valid up to 31 Dec 2018, date must book in advance and golf is subject to tee availability.
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Cannonball is 100% proof, and 
defi ned by intense juniper 
and Oriental spice. With twice 
the juniper content of classic 
Edinburgh Gin, it packs quite 
the punch.

Terms and Conditions apply

WIN 
18 OR 36 HOLES OF GOLF FOR 8 PEOPLE ON THE WOLL GOLF COURSE IN THE SCOTTISH 

BORDERS WITH A BACON ROLL AND COFFEE ON ARRIVAL

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Who used to hunt at 
New Woll?

Escape to the country and enjoy a day’s golf on the 
Scottish Borders most popular golf course. Set in the 
Ale valley in the heart of the Scottish Borders, New Woll 
Estate was formerly the Bishop of Glasgow’s hunting 
estate. Now, it is the most popular golf resort in the 
area and a family run business owned by the Brown 
family.  Surround by nature the Estate offers luxury 

self-catering accommodation, a fantastic golf course 
and an award-winning restaurant, all right at the door of 
your property if you are lucky enough to be staying on 
the estate. But you don’t have to stay, Woll are experts 
at organising the perfect golf day and if you are just 
looking for a nice place to eat then the restaurant is the 
place for you.

The prize is valid up to 31 Dec 2018, date must book in advance and golf is subject to tee availability.
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Design win for Catie as 
space event is held
A pupil at Whiting Bay 
primary has won a £1,000 
prize for her school after 
fi nishing runner-up in a de-
sign contest.

The competition was or-
ganised for Ayrshire and 
Arran primary schools to 
design a Mission Patch for 
Mission Discovery Ayr-
shire 2018 which is being 
held next month. 

While the competition 
was won by eight-year-old 
Eilidh Cooke of Annanhill 
Primary School with her 
half-Mars, half-Earth de-
sign, Catie MacArthur, 11, 
of Whiting Bay school and 
Heather McRonald, 11, of 
Alloway primary School 
were the runners-up. All 
three of their schools will 
receive a prize of £1,000 
to be used for STEM activ-
ities.

Mission Discovery, a 
week-long space school 
that gives Ayrshire and Ar-
ran youngsters the oppor-

Engineering contest with a bit of a twist
Aspiring engineers are be-
ing sought for the annu-
al engineering competi-
tion which takes place next 
weekend.

The competition, which 
is open to schoolchildren 
across Arran as well as 
adults, will take place at 
Lamlash Church Hall on 
Saturday May 19 hosted by 
retired engineer Rory Cow-
an. Vying for cash prizes, 
competitors have to plan, 
design and build a contrap-
tion which is then put to the 
test by the judges.

This year the competition 
is simple as always, but 

with a bit of a twist. Using 
stored energy only the con-
testants will have to move 
four ping pong balls, one at 
a time, from the fl oor and 
into a dustbin where the 
opening of the bin is a me-
tre above the fl oor.

The ball has to start from 
the fl oor and the machine 
must lift it from the fl oor 
and put it into the bin. The 
only human interaction 
with the machine is to set 
it going at the start of each 
shot.

The clock will start when 
the fi rst attempt is initiat-
ed and will stop when the 

fi nal ball has landed in the 
dustbin. The machine may 
be reset after each shot and 
the next shot initiated. The 
machine may be as large 
as you like, but no part 
of it may exceed 300mm 
in height. So the ball will 
have to be ‘fi red’ accurate-
ly and will have to ‘fl y’ into 
the bin.

If you would like to en-
ter the competition, entry 
forms for adults and chil-
dren are available from 
Rory Cowan who can be 
contacted on 01770 820603 
or by email at hrc@moray-
house.com

The winning 
contestants 
with their 
designs at 
last year’s 
competition. 

Catie MacArthur, 
centre, with 

the other 
prizewinners and 

organisers. 

tunity to work alongside 
NASA leaders, will take 
place from June 11 to 15 at 
Ayrshire College’s Kilmar-
nock Campus.

A total of 200 secondary 
school pupils will work in 
teams this summer to de-
sign space experiments. 
The winning idea will be 
sent to space where it will 
be tested by NASA astro-
nauts.

The Mission Discovery 
programme fi rst came to 
Ayrshire in 2016. The fi rst 
winners created an exper-
iment that looked at the 
speed of slime mould on 
different materials in space. 
Last year’s winners pre-
sented their idea that ob-
serves ‘the photosynthesis 
of phytoplankton in micro-
gravity and the generation 
of electricity’. Both win-
ning experiments were sent 
to the International Space 
Station.

This year, NASA astro-

naut Stephen Bowen – who 
has been on three space-
fl ights – will be involved in 
the Ayrshire programme for 
the fi rst time. Visitors will 
have the chance to meet 
and have their photograph 
taken with the astronaut at 
a special evening event as 
part of the week.

Heather Dunk, principal 
of Ayrshire College, said: 
‘We are thrilled that Mis-
sion Discovery will re-
turn to Ayrshire this sum-
mer. The programme is a 
tremendous experience for 
young people, giving them 
a once in a lifetime oppor-
tunity to work with an as-
tronaut and NASA leaders 
on a live space project.’



Minimum 12 month guarantee with all Park’s Approved cars (except those with a remainder of a manufacturer warranty). All finance is subject to status and available to over 18s in the UK only (excluding the Channel Islands). Guarantees and indemnities 
may be required. We can arrange finance for you. Park’s of Hamilton (Townhead Garage) Limited is an Appointed Representative of Park’s of Hamilton (Holdings) Limited, FRN 308476 of 14 Bothwell Road, Hamilton, ML3 0AY, which is authorised and regulated 
by the Financial Conduct Authority. Park’s of Hamilton (Holdings) Limited permitted business is Insurance Mediation and to act as a Credit Broker. We can introduce you to a limited number of finance providers to assist with your purchase, who may 
remunerate us for introducing you to them. Retail customers only. 
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PARK’S IRVINE
Ayrshire’s Largest Multi-Franchise Complex

where Choice is Guaranteed!

Your next car is closer than you think…

•  Free delivery to the Isle of Arran. 
 No need to leave the island.

•  Free valuation of part exchange 
 with an honest description over the 
 phone/email.

•  We can send free video presentations  
 of our stock.

•  We can arrange finance for you.

6 NEW CAR FRANCHISES. BRAND NEW CARS FROM £6995
OVER 3000 USED CARS IN GROUP STOCK - FROM £2995

BUSINESS SALES

MOTABILITY

ALL-MAKES SERVICING

VANS & COMMERCIALS

Visit us online at parks.uk.com/irvine



Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

12 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 12 May, 2018arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

 

What’s On……. 

br
od

ic
kc

as
tl

e@
nt

s.
or

g.
uk

  0
17

70
 3

02
20

2 

Brodick Castle from the Outside  - 11.30am (daily) 1pm (Mon, Sat & Sun 

only) 2.30pm (Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri only)A guided historical tour of the exterior of 
the Castle – stout footwear advised.  Please book at Reception on arrival               
Adults Free with Garden Entry       

Arran Mountain Festival   Friday 18th  - Monday  21st May                     

A long weekend of guided mountain walks and evening social events including a 
ceilidh on Sat 19th May.  Supported by the NTS Ranger Service. 

Visit www.arranmountainfestival.co.uk  for more information 

 

A young and upcoming 
Arran photographer has 
snapped up the chance to 
exhibit his work by hosting 
his fi rst photographic exhi-
bition in Lamlash, to criti-
cal acclaim.

Twenty-year-old Liam 
Nelson exhibited 15 of his 
favourite canvas-backed 
photographs to a receptive 
audience who attended the 
intimate show to view his 
Arran landscapes, striking 
nature shots and portraits 
of well-known islanders.

Liam, who has been tak-
ing photographs since the 
age of eight, when he re-
ceived a point-and-shoot 
camera for his birthday,  
has been nurturing the hob-
by and honing his skills 
over the years. It was when 
he received his fi rst DSLR 
camera that things really 
took off for him.

The exhibition of his lat-
est work came about af-
ter he showed Sarah Good 
of the Lamlash Golf Club 
some of his shots and she 
invited him to show off 
some of his photographs at 
the clubhouse. 

Supported by his mentor  
Dr David Hogg, who is a 
enthusiastic photographer 
and supporter of sharing of 
photography skills on Ar-
ran, he gathered the cour-
age to host his fi rst exhibi-
tion.

Liam said: ‘It is a priv-
ilege to be exhibiting my 

photos at the Lamlash Golf 
Club. Photography has 
played a large part in my 
life and I hope to contin-
ue with it at a profession-
al level. I would like to 
thank everyone who visited 
the exhibition, particularly 
Sarah and David, without 
whom none of this would 
have been possible.’

Describing himself as 
someone who is still learn-
ing and improving with 
every shot, Liam will be 
attending Glasgow Kelvin 
College to study photogra-
phy later this year.

Cruickshanks Boutique 
B&B in Whiting Bay has 
been named the best bed 
and breakfast in Scotland  
at the national AA awards.

At an award ceremony 
held in London recently 
the association singled the  
B&B out for its diversity, 
individuality, uniqueness 
and friendliness.

Already holding a 
fi ve-star gold AA rat-
ing, Cruickshanks, which 
overlooks Whiting Bay, 
was awarded the accolade 
for its views, high stand-
ard of fi nish and thought-

ful extras. The 19th-cen-
tury building is the home 
of Rob and Nanette Cow-
ieson, who have lovingly 
and painstakingly restored 
the remarkable old build-
ing over a period of two 
years, creating a comfort-
able and welcoming desti-
nation.

While luxuriously ap-
pointed, the B&B offers a 
homely feel with a wood-
burning fi replace set in a 
comfortable lounge com-
plete with relaxing sofas 
and a library.

Helping them earn the 
accolade, the home-baking 
that guests receive on ar-

rival, along with the qual-
ity of the breakfasts, are 

given as being among the 
many reasons the Whiting 
Bay establishment stands 
out from the crowd.

Cruickshanks’ owner 
Rob said: ‘The award 
came as something of a 
bolt from the blue and we 
are delighted to receive 
this honour.

‘This represents a tour-
ist award hat-trick for Ar-
ran which currently and 
simultaneously holds the 
AA Scotland small camp-
site of the year with Seal 
Shore Camping and Tour-
ing Site and the AA glamp-

ing site of the year with 
Runach Arainn Glamp-
ing.’

The popular B&B re-
ceived Arran’s fi rst AA 
fi ve-star gold rating af-
ter only months of trading 
last year. 

Its three en-suite rooms, 
each of which is unique 
and offering elevated 
views of the bay, have en-
sured that Cruickshanks 
continues to be highly re-
garded and in constant de-
mand, operating to near 
maximum capacity since 
it opened.

Whiting Bay B&B is judged best in Scotland 

Robert and Nanette Cowieson receive the best B&B in 
Scotland award at the AA award ceremony in London.

Liam puts himself in frame

Liam Nelson is pictured at 
his � rst exhibition showing 
o�  a selection of his Arran 
landscapes. 01_B18liam01

Liam explains background detail to his photos. 01_B18liam02
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New mini golf course is 
beginning to take shape
Work on Brodick’s new 
mini golf course is contin-
uing apace as workers push 
to have the attraction ready 
for the school summer holi-
days at the end of June.

It had remained largely 
unchanged since it was 
built in 1960, but the new 
18-hole course will be 
‘truly all-weather’ and fea-
ture artifi cial grass, but it 
will have  a reminder of 
the old course, with the re-
tention of the Forth Rail 
Bridge which was created 
almost 15 years ago.

The course is being built 
by Armitage Groundworks 
and already the fi rst holes 
are beginning to take shape. 

Since work began last 
week, heavy machinery 
has been seen removing 
the old course, and already 
the site has been reduced 
to soil level with mounds 
of concrete being taken 
away. 

The lorries then return 
with loads of aggregate 
which is being laid over a 
layer of plastic membrane 

that will assist with site 
drainage. Further below the 
course, drainage pipes – al-
ready buried – have been 
laid, which will ensure 
that the persistent drainage 
problems of the past will be 
completely prevented.

Working from one side of 
the site to the other – get-
ting the hard landscaping 
completed in preparation 

for the new course – the in-
itial groundworks are pro-
gressing well.

Destined to become a new 
Brodick landmark and tour-
ist attraction, excitement 
among Arran’s young golf-
ers and children is steadily 
growing in anticipation of 
trying out the new course 
during the summer holi-
days.

 Diggers clear the old course after work began. 
01_B19mini04 and 01_B19mini05

Mini diggers and landscaping machinery prepare the site earlier in the week. 01_B19mini02

 Left, how the course used to look as, right, the � rst new hole takes shape as Arran Active 
makes it clear it is business as usual for them. 01_B19mini06
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BOOK ONLINE £25 PER NIGHT

www.brodickbunkhouse.co.uk
sleep@brodickbunkhouse.co.uk

www.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.ukwww.thedouglashotel.co.uk

Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram
Find us on Facebook
Twitter and Instagram

telephone : 01770 302 968

WARM WELCOME
SERVING TEA, COFFEE
Delicious Home Baking
‘Arran Larder’ BAR MEALS
SHARING PLATTERS
ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

F O O D  S E R V E D
EACH DAY UNTIL 9.30PM

ALWAYS A GENUINE
 

Find us at the
Douglas Centre

next to the Douglas Hotel
Find us on Facebook to place your order or 
call 01770 303230 to order and collect

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Late Night Opening 10pm
EACH FRIDAY & SATURDAY

SORRY, DUE TO ILLNESS

THE DELI IS CLOSED

AT THE MOMENT

SORRY, DUE TO ILLNESS

New Canadian air
force commander has
close ties with Arran

Lt-Gen Meinzinger 
is the new Com-
mander of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. 

Artists say something of the sea
A collaboration between artists on 
the island and the Community of Ar-
ran Seabed Trust (COAST) is creat-
ing a lot of interest.

Original artwork
The joint venture will not only 

boost COAST funds but allow mem-
bers of the public to acquire an origi-
nal artwork at the fraction of the cost 
it may be otherwise.

Artists who are part of Arran Open 

Studios will be donating a piece of  
artwork to an exhibition to be held 
in the summer with the theme Some-
thing of the Sea. In will be held at the 
Marine Discovery Centre in Lamlash 
and all proceeds will be donated to 
COAST.

Unsigned by the artist, they will 
be mounted on a simple but elegant 
mount produced by artist Heather 
McLeod of Arran Studio Shop. The 

various works of art are all required 
to fi t the specifi cation of being of 
standard A4 sheet of paper size – or 
smaller – and can be in any preferred 
medium and of two or three dimen-
sions.

Exhibition
The exhibition will run from Mon-

day August 6 through to the weekend 
of the Arran Open Studios which is 
on August 10 to 13 inclusive.

The Royal Canadian Air 
Force (RCAF) has appoint-
ed a new commander who 
fi nds himself very much at 
home in Blackwaterfoot.

The new commander is 
newly promoted Lieuten-
ant-General Alexander 
Donald Meinzinger CMM 
MSM CD who was  sworn 
in at a ceremony held at the 
Canada Aviation and Space 
Museum in the nation’s 
capital, Ottawa.

Lt-Gen Meinzinger, 
known as Alister, is the sec-
ond son of Dave and Kate 
Meinzinger of Orleans, On-
tario, and is the grandson of 
the late Donald and Helen 
MacAlister of Cairnhouse, 
Blackwaterfoot. His cous-
in, Alan MacAlister, who 
still lives there, fl ew out to 
Canada ahead of the cere-
mony last week.

Dave Meinzinger was 
serving with the RCAF in 
France in 1961 when, by 
chance, he came to Arran 
for the fi rst time with his 
air force friend Dave Thor-
burn, a relative of the Mac-
Alisters of Cairnhouse. 

He met Kate, then a teach-
er at Shiskine Primary 
School, and romance blos-
somed. They were married 
in October 1962 and moved 
to Dave’s next posting in 
Vancouver, British Colom-
bia. Dave retired from the 
RCAF as a chief warrant 
offi cer after 36 years of ser-
vice.

Alister joined the RCAF 
in 1985 under the regular 
offi cer training plan. He 
earned a BA Honours in 
economics and commerce 

from Royal Military Col-
lege of Canada (RMC), 
Kingston, and was award-
ed the Governor General’s 
Medal for academic excel-
lence. 

Immediately following 
graduation, he attended 
Queen’s University, earn-
ing an MA in economics in 
1990, before obtaining his 
pilot’s wings in 1992.

In the course of four fl y-
ing tours, he deployed from 
CFB Edmonton, Alber-
ta, with 408 Tactical Heli-
copter Squadron as a mem-
ber of the fi rst contingent in 
support of the United Na-
tions mission in Haiti, serv-
ing as an instructor pilot 
and fl ight commander, be-
fore assuming command 

of 403 (Helicopter) Op-
erational Training Squad-
ron at CFB Gagetown, 
New Brunswick, in August 
2006.

In 2008, Al returned to 
Canadian Forces College 
where he attended the in-
augural National Securi-
ty Programme, graduating 
with an MA in security and 
defence management and 
policy.

In addition to various staff 
positions, Lt-Gen Mein-
zinger deployed to Kanda-
har, Afghanistan, in 2011, 
as the then Colonel A D  
Meinzinger, where he com-
manded Canada’s Joint 
Task Force Afghanistan Air 
Wing in what was then a 
‘theatre of operations’.

The following two years 
were spent as deputy di-
rector of NORAD’s and 
Northcom’s strategy, policy 
and plans directorate, at the 
Peterson Air Force Base, 
Colorado Springs, Arizona, 
in the United States.

In 2013, Alister and the 
family returned to Canada 
when the then Briga-
dier-General Meinzinger 
was appointed comman-
dant of the Royal Military 
College of Canada in King-
ston, Ontario.

Lt-Gen Meinzinger is 
married to Joy and, along 
with their children No-
lan and Shayna, they en-
joy regular visits to Black-
waterfoot where the family 
have a home.



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                     Garden only open 9am-dusk
Cafe and Isle be Wild                                                                          Brodick Castle, 10am - 5pm 
Soap making and candle dipping                                             Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum                                                           Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Arran Brewery                                              Mon-Saturday  10.30am - 5pm, Tours at 11am and 2pm
                                                                                              Sunday:12:30pm - 5.00pm  Tour at 2pm

Saturday 12th May
Young Naturalists’ Club, bushcraft bonanza                     Rangers’ Centre, Brodick Castle, 10.30am
Rink game                                                                                                 Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Number16 restaurant pop-up                                             The Arran Lodge, Lamlash 5.30pm - 9pm
Ensemble, in aid of the Arran Trust                                                                     Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Michael Clark                                Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm
Live music – Audioclass, indie rock band                              The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 13th May
Live music – Michael Clark                                  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm - 4pm
Number 16 restaurant pop-up The Arran Lodge, Lamlash, 5.30pm-9pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Dave and Jim from Audioclass acoustic session                      The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 14th May
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Circuit training                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm
Summer bridge, visitors welcome                                   Arran High School, 6.15pm for 6.30pm start
Rink game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Shindig                               Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm

Tuesday 15th May
Healthy Outdoors                                                                NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Castle garden walk                                                                                              Brodick Castle, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                       Bowling Club, 2pm
Beginners and general queries IT – Duan Bruce          Glen Estate Lounge, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Scottish country dancing                                                          Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 16th May
Dougarie Dog Trial (Open)                                                         Glenloig, The String Road, from 9am
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning for Christian Aid                                          Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Elderly Forum                                                              Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am for 11am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                                   St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service   10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dog classes                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Mark Harwood concert                                                                  Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 2pm
RUNclub, mixed ability, qualifi ed coaches                                        Invercloy Co-op car park 5.30pm
Rink game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESWhat’s on
www.arranbrewery.com
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Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Live music – Fatman and the Angel             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                  PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock and pop bingo                                                                                   Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 17th May
Morning fi tness                                                     Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Lingo Flamingo, Spanish, Pablo Illera                      Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Whiting Bay Thursday Club                                                     Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Arran ladies’ netball                                                                     Arran High School, 6 - 7pm
Body Blitz                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                  Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                              Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 18th May
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                            Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Smart Recovery meeting, all welcome                         Lamlash High School, Lamlash, 6.00pm
Steak night - build your own steak from £9.99                            The PHT, Lamlash, from 5pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                      Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Friday night quiz                                                Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Live music – Rob Muir                                       Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm 
Jazz Cafe band                                                                              Kildonan Village Hall, 8pm

Saturday 19th May
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy                                Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm
Live music – Rough Cut                                                                       The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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?ub Quiz  
Wednesday 

8.30pm 

Arran poets in Leek
Arran poets David Under-
down, Cicely Gill and Tim 
Pomeroy travelled to Leek 
in the Staffordshire Peak 
district last Thursday to 
present as headline poets at 
Leek Arts Festival. 

Last year, poets Roger El-
kin and Pam Brough were 
headliners at Altachorvie,  
reading as guests of the Ar-
ran three.

Leek Arts Festival, which 
has been running since 
1977, attracts big names 
and big audiences. 

This year the Arran po-
ets shared the programme 
with the Fairport Conven-
tion and Barbara Dickson, 
among others.

And the good people of 
the area did the Arran po-

Corrie Film Club 
presents...
The Levelling  ( UK 2016, 
Cert 15, 80 mins)
This month’s Corrie Film 
Club showing is a stunning 
debut from an exciting new 
directorial female voice 
on the British fi lm scene – 
Hope Dickson Leach.

The title refers to the 
fi lm’s setting on the Som-
erset Levels, on a farm, 
at the time of devastat-
ing fl ooding and the trag-
edy of the early death of a 
brother of the central char-
acter Clover, outstandingly 
played by Ellie Kendrick 
(Game of Thrones).

Clover is a vet and a veg-
etarian who has to deal 
with her fl ood devastated 
home, her estranged father, 
ill- remembered confl icts 
and unspoken regrets. She 
sets out to heal their frac-
tious but loving relation-
ship and, although this is a 
stark fi lm, it is a compas-
sionate one with fi ercely 
intelligent acting and star-
tling images. This is pow-
erful cinema which stays 
with you.

See this interesting fi lm 
in Corrie and Sannox Vil-
lage Hall tomorrow (Sun-
day) at 8pm. Everyone 
welcome.

Club draw
Results of the Lochranza 
and Catacol 200 club April 
draw were: 1st prize Ni-
gel Wells, 2nd prize Sarah 
Giles.

Arran poets David Underdown, Cicely Gill, Tim Pomeroy with hosts Roger Elkin, left, and 
Pam Brough. 01_B19poetry01

ets proud. An audience 
of 55 were entertained in 
the Foxlowe Arts Centre 
off Leek’s Market Square. 
Tim read a selection of old-
er and more recent poems, 
with verses inspired by the 
large Hadron Collider, God 
and Little Chef restaurants 
rubbing unlikely shoulders. 

Cicely’s poems ranged 
through gardens and grand-
parents, hospital waiting 
rooms and Glasgow Cen-
tral Station, while David, 
reading from his last publi-
cation Timelines, talked of 
family, children, anatom-
ical specimens and read 
The Secret of Flying from 
his forthcoming collection 
called A Sense of North be-
ing published by Cinna-

mon. Tim concluded the 
Arran contribution, by re-
quest of the hosts, playing 
and singing Dougie Ma-
clean’s Caledonia.

A great event and another 
milestone in the poetry ex-

change initiative which has 
exported Arran writers and 
brought others here ... to be 
continued.

David and Cicely contin-
ue to be the powerhouse of 
the McLellan Arts Festival 

poetry competition which 
is currently receiving sub-
missions for this year’s 
competition. 

Visit the McLellan Arts 
Festival website for more 
details.

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

May Craft Fayre
Sunday 13th May 11-3pm

Whiting Bay village hall
Over 25 craft stalls. Wellbeing & Beauty Event. 

Tea room. Free Admission.
www.craftsandcompany.net
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Obituary: 

William Wilson McConnell

A smiling Willie in his later 
years. 

He was christened ‘First 
Shepherd’ by his pals when 
his oldest son, Jack, be-
came First Minister of 
Scotland in November 
2001, but Willie McCon-
nell never forgot his roots, 
or lost his desire to learn 
and then pass on his know-
ledge and advice to future 
generations.

William Wilson McCon-
nell was born on a Sat-
urday, April 25, 1937, at 
Bellsgrove Farm in Ayr-
shire, the second son of 
James and Barbara Mc-
Connell. The family moved 
to Hoodsyard Farm near 
Beith in 1940.

At Ayrshire young farm-
ers’ dances, his blue eyes 
made him popular as a part-
ner. There in 1956 he met 
Elizabeth Jack and soon 
they were deeply in love.

He was over the moon 
when they married in 1959. 
It was time to branch out 
and make their own way, 
so in 1962, with two little 
sons, they left for the Isle of 
Arran that was to become 
their permanent home.

Glenscorrodale Farm was 
high in the hills above Lam-
lash, a dilapidated cluster of 
buildings with no electrici-
ty, phone line or stock. In 
1962, they borrowed some 
money to buy 74 ewes and 
Willie set about clearing up 
the fi elds and rebuilding the 
sheds alongside building a 
sheep fl ock that could sus-
tain a family.

That fi rst winter they were 
snowed in for six weeks, 
but they survived and soon 

Willie 
McConnell 
with one of 
his beloved 
sheepdogs. 

An early dog trial win at 
Dougarie for Willie, circa 
1968.

April 25, 1937
April 23, 2018

a daughter and a surprise 
third son joined the brood. 

Willie learned electrics to 
keep the new generator go-
ing and plumbing to pro-
vide clean and hot water. 
He worked at the sawmill 
and in the forestry plant-
ing trees to supplement 
the meagre sheep farm in-
come.

Meanwhile, they were 
throwing themselves into 
the local community. Wil-
lie was a church elder, 
an offi ceholder in Lam-
lash Burns Club, the Arran 
Farmers’ Society and many 
more committees. And, de-
spite living so far out of 
the village, he ran the lo-
cal badminton club, in-
cluding a regular Saturday 
night club for young play-
ers. If adults were required 
to keep activities going for 
young people in the vil-
lage, he never held back.

But farming was his fi rst 
love. Despite the small 
stock, by 1968 he had 
won the Overall Supreme 
Championship at Arran’s 
Agricultural Show with 
Muldoon the tup. And just 
to show the more estab-
lished and larger farms that 
this young upstart was not 
a one-off, he won again in 
1969 and 1971, with a dif-
ferent sheep, Laura.

By 1964, he had started 
to compete in sheep dog 
trials, and he won the main 
island trial at Dougarie six 
years in a row from 1966 
with two different dogs.

He and his cronies trav-
elled regularly across Scot-
land to compete. They 
went to great lengths to get 
there on time, like the day 
when he and two others ar-
rived at the boat in Brod-
ick to fi nd the gangplank 
had been pulled away. Like 
something out The Great 
Escape, they just ran down 
the pier with their dogs in 
tow and jumped from the 
pier on to the boat over the 
open water.

He represented Scotland 
in international competi-
tion in 1972 with Moss, and 

that same year he re-estab-
lished the UK’s second old-
est sheep dog trial, here on 
the island. Forty six years 
later, when he was admit-
ted to hospital for the last 
time in February, he was 
still secretary of the Kildo-
nan and District Sheepdog 
Trial Association.

Through the 1970s, he 
helped Elizabeth cre-

ate and grow the national 
award-winning tearoom at 
Glenscorrodale so fondly 
remembered today. He 
learned how to complete 
the VAT returns and enter-
tained guests with his dog 
handling.

In 1977, they were ad-
vised that Arran Estates 
had decided to end their 
tenancy and plant trees 
across the hills. They had 
won awards and trophies 

on that farm, but it was all 
coming to an end.

So they made a big bold 
decision and moved to 
Blackwaterfoot to run the 
Rock Hotel. It soon be-
came the place to go after a 
game of golf on Shiskine’s 
famous links and, charac-
teristically, he threw him-
self into the Licensed Trade 
Association and local ac-
tivities.

In the mid-1980s, the cou-
ple moved back to Lamlash, 
and took over Nags Bar and 
Bistro in Whiting Bay. For 
several years, it became the 
most popular place on Ar-
ran, with young people hir-
ing minibuses from other 
villages just to enjoy a Sat-
urday night in Nags. And 
of course, he became a key 
fi gure in the Whiting Bay 
Fun Day.

Having surviving a ter-
rible stabbing in his neck 
outside the bar one night in 
1991, he returned to shep-
herding for the fi nal work-
ing years of his life and 
even made a successful 
appearance on Grampian 
TV’s Sheep Dog Trial. He 
became closely involved in 
St Molio’s and contributed 
much of his time to the wel-
fare of friends and neigh-
bours.

He never stopped learn-
ing: having learned to swim 

by attending night classes 
at Arran High School in his 
late 30s, he gained SQA 
computing qualifi cations 
in his late 60s. With a rare 
blood type, he donated reg-
ularly and was recognised 
for his commitment to that.

And, even into his 70s, 
he was such fun. One of 
the few people who could 
catch a lift on the bus and 
take a sheep on with him.

Willie McConnell passed 
away on April 23 in Lam-
lash Hospital, where he 
had received wonderful 
care, just two days before 
his 81st birthday. He was 
an amazing father to Jack, 
Iain, Anne and Calum; a 

devoted and much loved 
husband for Elizabeth; a 
daft and loving grandpa 
and great-grandpa. He was 
proud of all of them, but 
they are even more proud 
of him.

He was brave and deter-
mined; competitive but 
never nasty; responsible 
and fun. His generosity was 
legendary, so it was appro-
priate that a packed Lam-
lash Church said goodbye 
on May 1 and a collection 
raised over £1,500 for the 
Arran War Memorial Hos-
pital and the Royal Scot-
tish Agricultural Benevo-
lent Institute.

 Lord Jack McConnell
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walks & water sports

Exactly who is Scotland’s new biggest landowner?
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01856 861 203 | sheilafleet.com

I 18 St Stephen St I Edinburgh

Meet the Designer

Feel the calming e�ect

of constant sea motion…

Sheila’s new collection

is launching in Stockbridge

Edinburgh 25-27 May

ARGYLL
SPECIAL

SCOTTISH FIELD HAS A FRESH NEW  
LOOK - JUNE ISSUE ON SALE NOW

Gordon Buchanan’s Argyll... Return of the 
Lynx... Stunning Harris... Meet Scotland’s 

biggest landowner... ...Budget field sports
The water is fine!
From sheltered lochs, to secluded island beaches and 
wild azure seas, Argyll offers something for every type of 
watersports enthusiast, discovers Morag Bootland 

W
ith 3,723km of 
coastline it’s 
little wonder 
that the sea 
is such a big 
part of life in 

Argyll. Wherever you are in the area you 
are never far from it, whether it be a sea 
loch, a glorious beach or on one of the 
many islands that lie off the coast.

All of this makes Argyll a prime 
destination for fans of watersports from 
surfing to snorkeling and diving to 
windsurfing and wild swimming. The 
area is also home to Scotland’s only sea 
kayak trail.

Will Self lives in Tayvallich and began 
exploring the seas around Argyll in small 
sailing boats at the age of twelve. By the 
time he was a teenager he had moved 
on to a kayak. More recently he became 
involved with his local kayaking club 
and is now a sea kayak leader who takes 
groups and individuals out exploring the 
natural and cultural heritage of Argyll.

‘I’m drawn to the area around Loch 
Sween,’ says Will. ‘It’s on my doorstep 
and it’s a great place to explore. All along 
this coastline are places where you can 
naturally pull in a kayak, a little harbour, 
or a clearing away of stones which is the 
obvious place to bring in a boat. 

‘Some of them are underneath Iron 
Age duns, so that’s a couple of thousand 
years where they have remained 
unchanged. The hand of man has been 
fairly light in these parts, which is part 
of the joy of it. 

‘The water just leads you to these 
places and then often you’ll find a little 
track that leads up to an old village or 

a mill. Sometimes you find yourself 
underneath a castle. 

‘If you were walking you would never 
get to these places as it would be a good 
old tramp through the bracken. The 
way people moved about in the past was 
predominantly through sea routes. The 
fast route from Glasgow to Inverness 
even a couple of hundred years ago was 
to come out here to Argyll and go up the 
Crinan Canal and then the Caledonian 
Canal as the roads were so terrible.’

Will encounters a vast array of 
wildlife as he explores the indented 
coastline in his kayak, including red 
deer, golden eagles and sea eagles, red 
squirrels and even the Eurasian beavers 
who now call Knapdale home. 

‘We have golden eagles coming across 
the Sound of Jura and you see them most 
in the winter when daylight is limited 
and they are hungry – they come out 
between storms to hunt. I see otters 
regularly and seals all the time. In a 
kayak you can get really close, they don’t 
seem to mind, you can slide up very close 
before they even notice you.’

Will likes to encourage people to 
share in his experiences, but due to the 
potentially hazardous nature of the 
waters he’s keen to stress the importance 
of being suitably trained, or to only 
venture out with the help of a guide. 

‘You’ve got some really challenging 
water like the Gulf of Corryvreckan, 
which has the world’s third largest 
whirlpool in the middle of it. It’s a boiling 
mass of ripping tides which are very 
exciting, but also very dangerous. We 
also have nice sheltered lochs, great big 
long fingers that go up, and they can 

Left: Iona Barr swimming at Keills with Paps of 
Jura in the background. Below: Will Self is a  

sea kayak leader in Argyll. 
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The rugged landscape of Argyll, from windswept beaches 
to towering Munros, is filled with a rich, regal history as 
well as a sense of being on the edge of the world.

In some ways this is accurate; the beaches of the Kintyre 
peninsula, such as Machrihanish, are a top destination for 
surfers from across the world, with huge waves rolling in off 
the Atlantic. Further west are the Paps of Jura, remote hills 
overlooking the isolated beauty of windswept Islay, from where 
the next landfall is North America.

Back on the mainland a different waterside stroll can be 
enjoyed by the Crinan Canal, a nine-mile link between the 
Sound of Jura and Loch Gilp. Above the canal is Dunadd Fort, 
which was originally a small Iron Age hill fort where the Kings 
of Dalriada were thought to have been crowned between 500 
and 900AD – a footprint in a flat stone at the top is believed to 
have been part of the coronation ritual.

More history can be found at the nearby Kilmartin Glen 
which has more than 350 historic sites within a six-mile radius. 
A line of chambered cairns in the glen date back more than 
5,000 years but are not treated like Stonehenge with big fences. 
Clambering into them is allowed, as long as you take care.

If entering Argyll from Glasgow, you leave Loch Lomond 
and are confronted with a view of the gnarled rockfaces of the 
Cobbler; not the highest point, but the most dramatic mountain 
in the Arrochar Alps. This is somewhere walkers have been 
enjoying since Victorian times and especially since the early 
part of the last century when workers from shipyards and 
factories of the Clyde would head up at weekends, sometimes 
making the journey by bicycle. 

Once they had enjoyed a day among the rocky summits, 
many slept in bivouacs under the rocks, such as the Narnain 
Boulders passed on the way up to the Cobbler. Another way 
into the area is on the ferry from Greenock to Dunoon, the 

The wild landscapes of Argyll offer walkers dramatic scenery, rich history 
and a very real sense of being at the very edge of the earth, finds Jamie Dey

GETTING AWAY FROM IT ALL

short boat trip across the Firth of Clyde making it feel like 
you are truly journeying to a remote area. Beyond Dunoon 
lies the Cowal Peninsula with pretty villages and the beaches 
and rocky coast of the Isle of Bute to the south. Going north 
you reach Puck’s Glen, home to one of the best short walks in 
Scotland. You can see why it was given the name as you walk 
through a deep cleft lined with moss-covered rock and dripping 
vegetation. When the sunlight glints on the burn below you 
almost expect to see the sprite himself. 

More greenery, on a much larger scale, is found along the 
road at Benmore Botanic Garden, a great place to wander for 
as long as you like with displays of rhododendrons and other 
imported blooms, as well as giant American redwoods. Further 
north is another good man-made place for a stroll. Ardkinglas 
has a brilliant woodland garden above Loch Fyne and is a 
perfect destination before or after lunch at the famous oyster 
bar down the road (or try The George in Inveraray).

On the west of Argyll’s coast is Oban, a gateway to the 
Inner and Outer Hebrides and somewhere to enjoy seafood 
by the harbour, or take a trip to see basking sharks, dolphins 
and possibly whales. To reach the town by road you pass the 
Cruachan range of mountains which include two Munros and 
make for one of the finest mountain circuits anywhere in the 
country.

Arriving in Argyll from the north, more fine mountain 
landscapes are reached as you head south of Rannoch Moor 
(the huge massif of Bidean nam Bian above Glencoe is the 
highest point of the former county of Argyll). This is an area for 
mountaineers and hillwalkers and the Bridge of Orchy is a good 
spot to base yourself, not only because of its wonderful hotel.

But whether it is the mountains, glens or coast, the chance 
of seeing wildlife amid the stunning scenery, from eagles – sea 
and golden – to red deer, is always present.
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FAMILY WALKS IN ARGYLL

Balcary Point and Rascarrel Bay.
The sumptuous Balcary Bay Hotel is a good place 
to start and finish a walk. A five-mile stroll to 
work up an appetite leads up to Balcary Point and 
along cliff tops with little sea stacks just offshore. 
With twisted Scots pines standing tall next to the 
coast, the scenery can look Mediterranean on a 
clear sunny day (if a little cooler) as a return is 
made by the quiet Rascarrel Bay.

Dun na Cuaiche, Inveraray
Above Inveraray Castle, the home of the dukes of 
Argyll, is the little hill of Dun na Cuaiche. The way 
up is a good test of the lungs but it only takes a 
little over an hour to reach the stone watchtower 
at the top, with great views down Loch Fyne and 
across Argyll. Afterwards, the bars and hotels of 
Inveraray are a good bet although ignoring the 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar is always di�cult. 

Puck’s Glen, near Dunoon
About six miles north of Dunoon is Puck’s Glen 
and a brilliant short walk. If you have young 
children with you, the stroll of an hour and a 
half can be much longer if a few fairy tales are 
told as you make your way along the path, steps 
and bridges in this little gorge, filled with green 
vegetation like something out of a storybook. The 
Cothouse Inn is a great place to end the day.

Ardshiel Hotel
www. ardshiel.co.uk
01586 552133 

Creggans Inn
www.creggans-inn.co.uk
01369 860279

Island Bakery Organics
www.islandbakery.co.uk
01688 302223

Portvadie Loch Fyne
www.portavadie.com
01700 811075 

South Trodigal Cottage
www.hightrodigal.co.uk
01586 810305

Whitetail Spirits Limited
www.whitetailgin.com

Wild Diamond Watersports, Tiree
www.wilddiamond.co.uk
07712 159205

Tighnabruaich Sailing School
www.tssargyll.co.uk
01700 811717

Explore Argyll
www.exploreargyll.co.uk

Wild Swimmers on Scotland’s West 
Coast
wildswimmers.wordpress.com

Outdoor Swimming Society
www.outdoorswimmingsociety.com

Sound of Jura Seaweeds Marine 
Botanical Art
soundofjuraseaweeds.com

DIRECTORY
ARGYLL

Above: Hikers walk 
on Beinn Artair, 

‘The Cobbler’. 

Kilmartin Glen 
has more than 

350 historic sites 
within a six-mile 

radius

“
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provide very sheltered conditions. This 
variety is part of the appeal of the place.’ 

One of the islands off the Argyll 
coast is Tiree, renowned for its beautiful 
beaches. The island is a mecca for 
windsurfers and home to the Tiree Wave 
Classic, the world’s longest standing 
professional windsurfing competition. 

Willie Maclean runs Wild Diamond 
Watersports on the island and the Wave 
Classic. Wild Diamond started with 
windsurfing and surfing then sand 
yachting and kite surfing came shortly 
afterwards. They have now added 
kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding and 
dinghy sailing to their portfolio.

Willie grew up on Tiree and his love 
of watersports began with windsurfing. 
‘I was an uncomfortable child because 
I wasn’t very good at anything sporty,’ 
says Willie. ‘I had a friend who was the 
son of a fisherman and an excellent 
swimmer and he started windsurfing. 

‘He nagged me for weeks to try it and 
eventually he twisted my arm up my 
back and I agreed to give it a go. I went 
out for a few hours and didn’t fall off,  
I appeared to be a bit of a natural.’ 

Willie spent the next few years with 
his recently retired grandfather, who 
took him around the island and helped 
him through his training. When he left 
the island to run a watersports centre 
in County Kerry on the south coast of 
Ireland, he didn’t expect to return, but 
unemployment struck and on a visit to 
family on Tiree a unique opportunity 
presented itself to take on a watersports 
business on his home island. 

‘Coming back to Tiree in my early 
20s was a bitter pill to swallow,’ Willie 
remembers. ‘But a good friend told me 
that I shouldn’t be the guy who looks 
back in 20 years’ time and regrets not 
going for it. Now I’m at that point in my 
life and I don’t regret a single minute.’ 

Willie’s favourite place on Tiree is 
Maze Beach on the west coast. ‘It is 
arguably the home of windsurfing on 
Tiree,’ he says. ‘It’s very removed from 
the embrace of human culture – there 
are no houses and no vehicles – it’s an 

untouched paradise from that point of view. Everyone 
has a soft spot for Maze Beach but all the beaches here 
are world-class on their day.’

Willie took on hosting the Tiree Wave Classic just 
over three years ago. The competition lasts for around 
a week and is held each year in the third week of 
October. It is the longest running windsurfing event 
on the planet, a unique accolade for Scotland, Argyll 
and Tiree. The competition attracts a mix of national 
and international competitors as well as youth 
competitors.

 ‘There’s a real festival feel to the event now,’ says 
Willie. ‘Alongside the competition there’s hospitality 
and we showcase lots of local food, breweries and 
distilleries. Overall, there are probably around 200 
people who come to the festival. Around 70 of these 
are competitors, 30 or so are members of the press, 
and about 100 are spectators. Around half a million 
people watch the Tiree Wave Classic on TV each year. 

‘My wife and I are full-time partners in Wild 
Diamond. We’re never going to get rich quick, but it 
does provide a very comfortable lifestyle for me and 
my family. My kids are outdoors all the time and 
involved in sport – life is good.’

For those who prefer a more leisurely way to 
experience Argyll’s stunning coast, there’s the option 
to set sail. Argyll is world-renowned as a sailing 
destination and the perfect place for beginners to 
learn is Tighnabruaich Sailing School. Fiona McPhail 
has been at the helm of the school – the oldest in the 
country – with her husband Derek since 1999. 

‘I didn’t learn to sail as such, I was brought up 
doing it,’ Fiona tells me. ‘It was one of those processes 
that I started as a baby and was a learned process. 
Mum and Dad had a small boat which was based at 
Gourock and then on Loch Fyne, where we spent a lot 
of time and used it as a base to sail out west.’

The school teaches dinghy sailing to budding 
seafarers of all ages, as well as running power boating 
classes. Fiona is keen to attract more sailors to 
experience what Argyll has to offer. ‘We are so lucky 
here,’ she says. ‘You just need to sail anywhere else in 
the UK to realise that. 

‘Everywhere else, you leave the harbour and turn 
right or left, but in Argyll you’ve got island after 
island. You’ve got nearly 4,000km of coastline to 
play with, without even going out of the area. It is 
renowned for world-class sailing, particularly around 
the Kyles of Bute where we are based.

‘Argyll’s secret coast is so close to Glasgow; I think 
if everyone knew how close it was and how easy it is 
to get to, we would be mobbed. I love sailing round 

Clockwise from top left: Sound 
of Jura swimmers at Carsaig, 
looking across the Sound to Jura; 
kite surfing is popular on Tiree; 
sailors from Tighnabruaich 
Sailing School; sailing off 
Ardlamont Point; a Dart 
catamaran; kayaks on Danna.

The Tiree Wave Classic is the 
longest-running windsurfing event 
on the planet“
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I was born in Dunbartonshire, but my 
family moved to Mull when I was very 
young. It was a huge decision made 

by my mother and for the first few years 
of our life on Mull we (my two brothers 
and sister and I) lived in a caravan 
near Tobermory. We spent our entire 
childhood outside exploring the island.

I didn’t really see the point of school. 
I could read and write and always knew 
that studying physics or maths wasn’t 
going to be relevant to what I wanted to 
do. We had to do a science so my friend 
and I went to the headmaster and told 
him that we wanted to be chefs and 
asked if could we do food nutrition as a 
science. To our absolute shock he said 
yes. I actually really enjoyed it and did 
learn to cook. 

My report cards always said I needed 
to try harder and was capable of more. 
I wasn’t seen to be disruptive at school, 
but actually a lot of the disruption in 
class emanated from me. I usually had 
the ideas and would manipulate someone 
else into carrying them out.

For me, everything to do with school 
was a total pain in the arse because it got 
in the way of being outside. For a while 
I worked at a trekking centre and got 
to ride a lot which I loved. I wanted to 
spend all my time riding about, as well 
as reading and writing. I think when I 
didn’t have a teacher telling me to do 
something, I actually quite enjoyed it. 

I was once asked back to Tobermory 
High School to present the end of year 
prizes. I guess they assumed that as I had 
done alright in life I was probably hard-
working at school. I made a speech for 
the kids that were sitting there knowing 
that their name wouldn’t be read out. 

I said that the end of your education 
is not the end of your life, it is just the 
beginning, and that I had left school at 16 
with no qualifications. The headmaster 
was scowling so I quickly added, ‘But I 
encourage everyone to work hard and do 
the best you can…’ I haven’t been asked 
back since. 

When I was a teenager I worked in a restaurant in 
Tobermory called The Captain’s Table, washing up at the 
weekends and in the school holidays. It was owned by Anne and 
Nick Gordon. Anne ran the restaurant and Nick was a wildlife 
cameraman for Survival Anglia, who were the biggest wildlife 
production company of the day. The phone was near the sink so 
I would often answer it and it would be Nick on a very crackly 
line saying, ‘Hi, it’s Nick... I am in Guyana… or China...’

I think for a boy who had never been abroad and never been 
on a plane, to be on the phone to somebody who was in such an 
exotic place, or somewhere I had never even heard of, was just 
fascinating. I would ask Anne what he was doing there, how 
long he was there for and when he’d get back.

By that time I was 16 and was weighing up my options. I 
loved watching wildlife documentaries and couldn’t think of 
anything better to do with my life than travelling the world 
making them. Nick’s study was full of strange and exotic 
collections of things he had picked up on his travels, such as a 
huge anaconda skin, an otter skull, a dried piranha, hundreds 
of maps and boxes of equipment. To be in such an alien 
environment was intoxicating. I remember just standing in 
there gawping at the walls in complete wonder and awe. 

Nick and I got on very well and I would often run errands 
for him. He needed an assistant and I never once thought that 
he would offer me the job – I didn’t even fish for it. But one day 
he did and I jumped at the chance. I’d never been to London 
before, I’d never been on a plane, I’d never been anywhere. I 
went into school the next day and instead of going to maths, I 
went to the headmaster’s office and said I was leaving.

Our first trip was to Sierra Leone for a year and a half and I 
was naive about what it was going to be like. I thought of Africa 

Award-winning wildlife filmmaker and presenter Gordon Buchanan 
explains how growing up on Mull shaped his life and fascinating career

WILD AT HEART

Right: Gordon near Eas Fors Waterfall, overlooking the Isle of Ulva 
Below: Gordon (middle) with his mother and brothers. 

I loved wildlife 
documentaries and 
couldn’t think of 
anything better than 
travelling the world 
making them

“
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April is a busy month 
for bird migration

A dipper � ying to a 
nest hole with food. 
Photo by Arthur Duncan.

April is the month when 
spring migration gets under 
way, with arrivals and de-
partures of birds, all seek-
ing their best breeding ter-
ritories.

This April was an inter-
esting, almost ‘four sea-
son’ month with a wide 
range of temperatures and 
other weather conditions. 
As with last April, it was 

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

APRIL
cold with a mean tempera-
ture half that of April 2016 
but it was wetter than April 
2017. There were a lot of 
easterly winds. The impact 
on migrating birds heading 
north seemed to be to ini-
tially hold them up. Even 
by the end of the month the 
bulk of the migrants had 
still to arrive.

By the end of March, the 

fi rst chiffchaff, wheatear, 
manx shearwater and sand-
wich tern had been report-
ed. Here are April ‘fi rsts’ 
with the 2017 arrival date 
in brackets for comparison: 
swallow in Brodick on 6th 
(26 March), willow war-
bler in Clauchlands on 7th 
(4 April), white wagtail in 
Kildonan on 7th (7 April), 
sand martin in Sannox on 
14th (28 March), common 
sandpiper in Clauchlands 
on 14th (15 April), house 
martin in Blackwaterfoot 
on 15th (12 March), cuck-
oo in Glen Cloy on 16th (8 
April), grasshopper warbler 
in Whitefarland on 20th (20 
April), tree pipit in North 
Sannox on 24th (22 April), 
whitethroat in Sliddery 
on 27th (30 April), whin-
chat on Sliddery Shore on 
28th (1 May), Arctic tern 
at Dougarie on 29th (14 
May), ring ouzel on Beinn 
Bharrain on 29th (2 May) 
and spotted fl ycatcher in 
High Kildonan on 30th 
(12May).

Not surprisingly with the 
cold weather, some of our 
wintering birds were still 
around including: 27 wig-
eon at Machrie Bay on 2nd, 
300 greylag geese in South 
Feorline on 4th, 28 red-
wing on High Kildonan on 
9th, 50 fi eldfare on the top 
of the String on 14th and 
one whooper swan in Whit-
ing Bay on 18th. In addi-
tion, there were four further 
reports of Iceland gulls, in-
volving at least two birds. 
The last report was off 
Fairy Dell on 23rd.

April is an ideal time for 
watching migration. These 
are a few examples: 11 
turnstone on Silver Sands 
on 4th, a merlin in Clachaig 
on 6th, fi ve great northern 
diver off Kildonan on 8th, 
50 song thrush over the 
String on 14th, two dunlin 
on Silver Sands on 19th, 
four black-throated diver at 
Machriewaterfoot on 24th 
and 40 golden plover over 
Clachaig on 30th. In addi-
tion, there was a much re-
ported passage of sand-
wich tern, including seven 
at Cosyden on 27th, and 
whimbrel, including 15 at 

Auchenhew on 29th. One 
whimbrel, which had been 
ringed on a southern Ar-
ran shore 12 months ago, 
was reported again almost 
on the same shore having 
spent the winter in Africa,

Migration was also in evi-
dence from the widespread 
reports received of gold-
fi nch, siskin and lesser red-
poll moving through peo-
ple’s gardens throughout 
the month. Larger garden 

on 5th, red kite in Sannox 
on 12th, fi rst record since 
May 2016, and a pair of 
goosander in the Iorsa on 
24th. The magpie reports in 
March continued until 9th. 
While common on the adja-
cent mainland, magpie is a 
vagrant to Arran. Finally, it 
was good to see an increase 
in the reports of greenfi nch 
in April. They may be on 
the recovery.

My thanks to the many 
people who have been in 
touch to share their sight-
ings in what has been a re-
markable month. Sight-
ings of common birds are 
as welcome as those of rare 
ones. May should be an 
equally interesting month 
with the arrival of more 
summer visitors, includ-
ing lesser whitethroat, gar-
den warbler, wood warbler, 
swift, common tern and, 
hopefully, even corncrake 
and nightjar.

Finally, spring is a great 
time to be birding, as most 
birds are getting on with 
the business of breeding. 
The business of breeding 
involves attracting a mate 
by song, courtship display 
and ritual, defi ning a ter-
ritory, nest building and 
generally establishing re-
lationships. Please take a 
moment to report any signs 
of breeding birds to me. Al-
ready there have been re-
ports of blue tits nest build-
ing, robins feeding young, 
blackbirds carrying food, 
grey heron with young in 

the nest, dipper carrying 
food and greenfi nch with 
young out of the nest.

Please remember that, 
under the Nature Conserva-
tion (Scotland) Act 2004, it 
is an offence to intention-
ally or recklessly damage 
or destroy the nest of any 
wild bird while it is being 
built or used. Take particu-
lar care on our shores and 
beaches and please keep 
your dogs on a lead at this 
time.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me 
at jim@arranbirding.co.uk  
I look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2016 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

Spotted in many Arran gardens during their migration, a 
lesser redpoll. Photo by Walter Vendeveken. 

A large passage of whimbrel are heading north this month. 
Photo by Alasdair Fy� e. No_B19bird04

One of the lingering winter 
visitors, an Iceland gull. 
Photo by Alex Penn. 

numbers reported included; 
25 goldfi nch in Kildonan 
on 13th, 20 siskin in Brod-
ick on 15th and four lesser 
redpoll in Lamlash on 24th.  
Tens of thousands of birds 
seem to be moving through 
the island at this time of 
year.

In April, there were 112 
species recorded. Here is 
a further small selection 
from this list: a great crest-
ed grebe off Laggan on 1st, 
only one record last year, 
puffi n east of Holy Isle 
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National park plan
The idea for Arran to be turned into a 
national park was put forward by Janice 
Gemmel at Tuesday’s community council 
meeting as a result of a paper put out by 
Scottish Natural Heritage.

The paper is only looking for ideas and 
is inviting comments. So far the thinking 
is the Trossachs, Loch Lomond and the 
Cairngorm area might be made into na-
tional parks. The organisation is open to 
other suggested areas but pertinent com-
ments are to be made soon. All but one of 
the councillors were a little bemused by 
the notion and appeared to have no fi rm 
feeling, nor did they know what being an 
offi cial national park might entail. But 
Charles Fforde had very strong feelings, 
describing Scottish Natural Heritage as 
just another ‘committee-run organisation’.

The debate was inconclusive but coun-
cillor Tom Campbell said that, should the 
discussions progress, he thought that Mr 
Fforde would have to declare an interest.

Ugly schools
In a BBC programme called Now You’re 
Talking on Tuesday, a list of the 10 ugli-
est buildings was given and one of these 
was Whiting Bay Primary School. One 

Bryce Walker and Steve Bunyan receive the Arran Licensed Trade Association Cup at the 
charity golf day from LTA president Tommy Gilmore.   01_B19twe05

person who agreed with this verdict was 
Bill Jones of Whiting Bay, who said: ‘Oh, 
I think it’s miserable. It doesn’t fi t in at all. 
It’s a miserable looking building. Sitting 
in the country environment, it does not 
belong there.’ Another resident disagreed 
and remarked that at least it was complete 
whereas Brodick Primary School has a 
mixture of attractive old red sandstone and 
abominable prefabs painted dirty brown, 
looking much worse than Whiting Bay.

Keep on trucking
One of Arran’s top 10 locally-owned com-
panies, Arran Haulage Services, turned 10 
years old today. A decade ago Bannatyne 
Motors and Arran Transport and Trading 
Company found they were often sending 
a lorry each to the same place. There was 
duplication so D S Bannatyne Senior and 
David Warwick of Arran Transport decid-
ed to join forces. Now, 10 years on, this 
merger is still very successful in business 
and little has changed. There are three di-
rectors: D S Bannatyne Senior, Donald 
Bannatyne and Caroline Warwick, Da-
vid’s daughter. But other than new blood 
in the business, the organisation continues 
to bring produce and goods to the island 
and keep Arran’s exports fl owing off the 
island.

Ian Edwards has been denied planning permission in Whiting Bay as North Ayrshire 
Council o�  cials say that where he is standing, is in the middle of the proposed road. 
The boundary of his neighbour’s elaborate wall would suggest that something is amiss. 
01_B19twe01

Ten years old, Arran 
Haulage Services celebrate 
their birthday with some of 
the 20 employees: Caroline 
Warwick, Drew Raeburn, 
Teddy Kerr, Ian Frew, Willie 
Anderson, Donald Ban-
natyne and Billy Hamilton. 
01_B19twe02

Strongman Scott Clark of 
Brodick is in big demand 

all over the world. Known 
for winning all the heavy 

events at the Brodick 
Highland Games, he will 

soon be visiting Brittany, 
Jakarta, San Francisco and 

Moscow this year along 
with many Scottish games. 

01_B19twe03

Isa Wilson bowls the � rst jack of the season at Brodick Bowling Club where the club 
is operating the green under licence from North Ayrshire Council for the � rst time. 
01_B19twe04
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

FREE TO UPLIFT
Double glazed unit. New 
and unused. Exterior di-
mensions - 995 by 595 by 
20 mm. Tel 600801

WELL DONE
Kirsty and Sarah on completing

The West Highland Way Challenge
Love from a proud Mum and Dad xx

.................................................
HAPPY BIRTHDAY on SUNDAY

All our love Mum and Dad xx
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property

Operations 
Manager
Salary: £30,000 pro rata
Fixed term 12 month contract
20 hours per week
We are seeking to recruit an enthusiastic team 
leader.  Candidate should have knowledge 
of Third Sector and Health and Social Care at 
operational level.  You will be based in Lamlash 
but should be available for some mainland 
travel on a regular basis.
Applicants should have strong leadership 
and management qualities, knowledge of 
community capacity building and experience 
of � nancial control. Good verbal, written and 
IT communication skills are essential.
For a recruitment pack contact Vicki Yuill, 
CEO on 01770 600611 or email 
vicki.yuiII@arrancvs.org.uk
Closing date for applications: 
Friday 25th May 2018

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9 am - 4.45 pm 
weekdays (4.30 pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk  
by 01.06.18. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING  
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)
18/00381/PP; 2 Stonefield Cottage, Kings Cross, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Demolition of 
existing farm cottage and erection of replacement dwellinghouse.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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Job Vacancy
Production Line Operative

We have a vacancy for a Production Line Operative to join us at 
our Home Farm base in Brodick. No experience is necessary 
as training will be given. Availability for an immediate start 
would be ideal.
Arran Aromatics operates a four day week, 7am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Thursday
To apply - please email your letter of application and 
CV to Sarah McDowall, Production Manager at   sarah.
mcdowall@arran.com
Alternatively for postal enquiries please send your 
application to - 
Sarah McDowall
Arran Aromatics Ltd
The Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran. KA27 8DD

Brodick Castle and Country Park

We are looking to recruit a number of new 
members to our busy Front of House team, 

both Full and Part-ti me positi ons.

Cook,  Visitor Services Assistants 
and Cleaner.

Please contact the Castle Administrati on Offi  ce 
at  brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

or phone 01770 302202 for more details and 
recruitment pack

Forestry Commission Scotland on Arran will 
be tendering a grass cutting contract in the 
near future. Interested contractors must be 
registered with Public Contracts Scotland (PCS) 
Quick Quote system, since it is through this 
system that tender details will be issued and 
tenders submitted.

If you intend to register with Quick Quote or 
have any questions please contact 

Andy Walker on M: 07747898533 or 
E: andy.walker@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

WHITING BAY AND DISTRICTS 
IMPROVEMENTS ASSOCIATION, SCIO

Charity no - SC047609

AGM
(followed by business meeting)
 in Whiting Bay Village Hall on

Tuesday 29th May 2018 at 7pm.
All welcome

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
 together
Minister: 

Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 13th May 

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, 10.15am. Morning 
Worship including the Sacra-

ment of the Lord’s Supper
at Pirnmill.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 13th May

 Holy Communion, 11am Rev 
Canon Simon Mackenzie, 

Priest-in-Charge.
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 13th May

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 13th May

Rev. Lily McKinnon
Kilmory - 10am

Lamlash - 11.30am.
 In Lamlash: prayer time 

10.45am
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 13th May

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am.
 Tea and coffee will be served 

in the transept after the
service. All very welcome.

 There will be a Big Breakfast 
at 9.00am in the Church Hall, 

everyone welcome and
donations to Christian Aid. 

Christian Aid Week begins on 
Sunday 13th May. 

Please give generously to help 
those in need.  

 
ARRAN BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 13th May
Service 11am, Ormidale

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and coffee after

the service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.

Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine, 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Saturday 12th May
Vigil Mass, 7.30pm
Sunday 13th May

Sunday Morning Mass, 11am

CURRIE:  Allan Ian Robert -
Passed away peacefully on 
2nd May 2018 and now reunit-
ed with his beloved wife Rena. 
Loving and much loved dad 
of Wilma, Isabel and the late 
Tina. Devoted Grampa to Col-
leen, Leigh, Innes and Finlay 
and very proud Great-Grampa 
to Edie. Dear father-in-law to 
Alan, Norman and Brian. True 
friend to all. Service at Whit-
ing Bay and Kildonan Church 
of Scotland on Friday 11th 
May 2018 at 11.30 am, there-
after to Lamlash Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only please. 
Donations if desired to ArCaS 
and the Hospital Supporters 
League. Transport available 
from the 9.45am ferry and re-
turn for the 4.40pm ferry.

CURRIE: At home, on 1st 
May 2018, Iain Currie, (for-
merly of Shiskine, Isle of Ar-
ran), aged 90 years. Beloved 
uncle of Dougie and Linda. 
Fortifi ed by the Rites of the 
Holy Church, RIP. For funer-
al arrangements contact AW 
Blair & Sons, Funeral Direc-
tors, Tel: 01294 468238.

DEATH

McCONNELL: Elizabeth 
and all the family would like 
to thank everyone who helped 
make Willie’s funeral service 
at Lamlash Church so uplift-
ing and memorable. He would 
have been humbled by the at-
tendance and the generous do-
nations to the collection. 

Thanks in particular to Rev 
Lily McKinnon and Graeme; 
Clair and David Hendry for 
their professionalism; and all 
who came to say their good-
byes and who sent cards and 
messages. 

Special thanks to the staff at 
Arran War Memorial Hospital 
who treated him with great re-
spect and wonderful care, and 
to all those at Crosshouse and 
Arran Medical Centre who 
helped him over recent years.

£1500 was collected at the 
funeral will be divided be-
tween the Isle of Arran Hos-
pital Supporters League and 
the Royal Scottish Agricultur-
al Benevolent Institute.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday May 2, Summer 
Trophy. A total of 22 played 
in the latest round of the Sum-
mer Trophy. The late after-
noon players had the better of 
the conditions, the course be-
ing very wet for the morning 
players after heavy overnight 
rain. That did not stop Paul 
Robson who stormed in with 
a nett 57 to win by eight shots 
from John Pennycott. 1 Paul 
Robson 17, 57, 2 John Pen-
nycott 13, 65 ACB, 3 Danny 
Head 4, 65, 4 Jamie Stewart 
5, 66. CSS went out to 64 and 
there were no magic twos.

Friday May 4, AGA Sen-
iors Crystal semi fi nal. Hav-
ing squeezed home against 
Brodick in the quarter fi nals, 
this time around Whiting Bay 
enjoyed a comfortable victory 
against Lamlash. 

In the fi rst game out David 
Blair and David Brookens 
found some putter magic and 
by the 15th green they held a 
substantial lead that come not 
be overcome by the defi cit 
faced by the second pairing of 
John Pennycott and Alan Kay.

On now to an intrigu-

John Pennycott winner 
of the Hugh Steel Cup at 
Machrie. 

Jim Henderson presents Ross Trail with the Arran Golfers 
Association Handicap Shield and runner up Rory Currie 
with the Match Play trophy.

ing match against host club 
Shiskine GC in next week’s 
fi nal.

Ladies section: Friday May 
4, the Eric Wood Stableford. 
Seven ladies braved the ele-
ments to play the Eric Wood 
Stableford competitions (18 
and nine-hole) in continu-
al misty drizzle. Prizes were 
presented by the Wood fami-
ly and the overall winner was 
Patricia Tait with 28 points. 

The ladies were delighted to 
welcome Lynda Blair and Jen-
ni Martin to their fi rst tourna-
ment. Linda had a great start 
with a magnifi cent eagle two 
on the seventh. The winner of 
the fi rst ever nine-hole compe-
tition was Margaret Auld with 
13 points.  Despite everyone 
being very wet the competi-
tion was enjoyed by all.

Fixtures: Friday May 11, la-
dies May Medal. Sunday May 
13, Captain’s drive-in and 
prize, yellow tee stableford. 
Rolling start with get togeth-
er and draw at 10am. All cards 
to be in by 2.30pm. Wednes-
day May 16, Summer Trophy.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday May 3, Summer 
Cup, CSS 66. 1 Norrie MacIn-
tyre 73-8=65, 2 Serge El Adm 
81-14=67, 3 Ian Bremner 75-
7=68. Scratch, Norrie MacIn-
tyre 73. Magic twos, Norrie 
MacIntyre at 17th.

Sunday May 6, the Spring 
Handicap. The top 16 players 
qualifi ed for the Island Thom-
son Cup (qualifying score 74). 
Thomson Cup fi rst round: D 
Jeffrey v D Logan, D Rob-
ertson v D Head, B Smith v T 
Mitchell, L Dutton v A Patti-
son, A MacDonald v W Mc-
Nally, A Winship v Bremner, 
G Andrew v F Barr, A Kerr v 
J MacPherson. First round to 
be played by Saturday May 19 
and the second round by Sat-
urday June 2.

Ladies Section: Wednesday 
May 2, Fleet round two, CSS 
67, PAR 65, 8 played. 1 Ellie 
Jones 88-17=71, 2 Gay Mack-
ay  96-24=72, 3 Kate McAd-
am 87-15=72. Scratch, Kate 
87.

Fixtures: Sunday May 13, 
Hamilton Bowl round one, 
8.30am, 9.30am and 12.30pm. 
Thursday May 10, Summer 
Cup, make up own games, 
see starter for times. Saturday 

June 9, Thomson Cup, semi 
fi nal at 1pm, fi nal at 5pm at 
Lamlash.

Brodick Golf Club   
Ladies section: Tuesday May 
1, CCQ round one and May 
Medal, 6 played in diffi cult 
conditions. 1 nett Yvonne 
Brothers, 2 nett Heather Rae-
side. Magic twos Yvonne 
Brothers.

Fixtures: Sunday May 13 
round one, McCarfrae Trophy 
(Club Championship qualify-
ing), 8.30am and noon. Thurs-
day May 17, round two, Mc-
Carfrae Trophy, 5pm. As the 
draw is done in classes, entry 
is by clubhouse notice board 
only. Tuesday May 22, Coro-
nation Foursomes and the Le-
gion Trophy knockout com-
petition. Tuesday May 15, 
Club Trophy round two and St 
Elmo Cup. Two ballots only 
on a Tuesday at 12.30pm and 
4.45pm for a trial period.

Machrie  Bay Golf Club 
Saturday May  3, Hugh Steel 
Cup played over nine holes 
with an open sweep. 1 John 
Pennycott 32.5pts, 2 Phil 
Betley 34pts, 3 Willie Kelso 
34.5pts.

Tuesday May 8, Lady Mary, 
1 Piet Johnson 87pts, 2 Rion  
Culpan 96pts.  Peter Sutton, 1 
Cambell Laing 67pts, 2 Phil 
Betley 70pts, 3 John Penny-
cot 73pts.

Fixtures: Tuesday May  15: 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary tee 
off 12.30pm and 5.30pm

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday May 5, Wednesday 
medal. 1 R Logan 69-6=63 
and scratch, 2 G Andrew 82-
10=72. No winner of the Mag-
ic twos so the prize pot is be-
coming meaningful.

Saturday May 5, medal. 1 A 
Smith 71-11=60, 2 I Keen 71-
10=61, Scratch, G Hendry 70.

Arran Junior Golf
Fixture: Friday June 15, Kel-
so Cup, Machrie Golf Club at 

4pm. Any junior player who 
is interested in playing in 
this prestigious competition 
should contact Ann May on 
07979 855174 or Viv Parks 
on 860185. Juniors from all 
island clubs are encouraged to 
get in touch as this is an inter 
club competition.

Arran Golfers
Association
Monday May 7, The Arran 
Golfers Association Junior 
Handicap was held at Lam-
lash with only two lads turn-
ing out for this annual event, 
Ross Trail (18) and Rory Cur-
rie (25). So it was decided that 
the handicap and match play 
would be decided on Mon-
day’s result. The standard of 
golf exhibited by both was 
excellent, they could in fact 
grace any senior competition.

Of the 16 holes complet-
ed in match play format Ross 
scored 72 winning by 3+2 
with Rory on 74 both of them 
on at least two occasions hav-
ing to play three off the tee 
due to lost balls. So there total 
score could even have been 
less of a number.

Ross won the Handicap 
shield and match play cup- 
also one years membership at 
Lamlash. Rory being award-
ed the match play runners up 
trophy.

Compliments to the green 
staff at Lamlash for the stand-
ard of the greens and to the 
club for hosting the competi-
tion.

Arran Junior Golf
Friday June 15, Kelso Cup, 
Machrie Golf Club at 4pm. 

Any junior player who is 
interested in playing in this 
prestigious competition 
should contact Ann May 
on 07979 855174 or Viv 
Parks on 860185.
 Juniors from all island 
clubs are encouraged to get 
in touch as this is an inter 
club competition.
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Opening day at Whiting 
Bay Bowling Club

Keith Irving throws the 
� rst jack at Whiting Bay. 

01_B19bowls01

Eight in a row for 
darts ace Niall
Niall McMaster made it 
eight in a row at the re-
arranged Doanld and 
James Mackenzie mixed 
doubles darts competition. 
Helping him win the tro-
phy this year was his darts 
partner Maggie Easdale. 
Niall also had the highest 
check-out of 154 to lift the 
James’s Cup.

The 30th anniversary 
event, held annually in Kil-
mory, fi nally went ahead 
on April 14, after bad 
weather caused the post-
ponement of the original 
date. Runners-up on the 
night were John Mackenzie 
and Vicki Milne.

Organiser Margaret Mac-
kenzie thanked everyone 
who took part and all the 
businesses and individu-
als who donated prizes to 
the raffl e. A total of £510 
was split evenly between 
Kilmory hall, the Kilmory 
community bus and the Ar-
ran services of Action for 
Hearing Loss.

Whiting Bay Bowling Club 
held their opening day last 
Saturday on their perfectly 

manicured green before 
members took part in the 
friendly game.

The fi rst jack and bowl 
was this year thrown by 
Keith Irving before mem-
bers took part in the friendly 
game.

The green, which is com-
pletely run by the club, is 
always on the look-out for 
new members and any-
one interested will be made 
very welcome.

The green is open on a 
Monday and Wednesday at 
6.30pm and on a Saturday 
from 2pm.

Members who took part in the opening day game. 
01_b19bowls02

Brodick 6 
Northend 0
League champions Brod-
ick made light work of 
North end in the other semi-
fi nal as they got their sea-
son off and running. 

New signing Joel Small, 
who made the move from 
Shiskine, banged in an im-
pressive hat-trick to mark a 
perfect debut. 

Babbies MacNeil also got 
on the scoresheet after a 
strong run down the wing 
by Toby Wingham resulted 

The Northend goalkeeper takes a hard landing trying 
unsuccessfully to stop the ball from going into the back of the net. 
01_B19footy07

Brodick take on Lamlash in 
Arran Haulage Cup final

in Babbies tapping in from 
Toby’s cross.

Man of the match was 
given to Brodick captain 
Matthew Dobson, who was 
also involved in the scoring 
a well-taken goal from the 
edge of the box. 

Bryan McCallum, in the 
Northend goal, was unfor-
tunate to get on the score-
sheet with an own goal as 
the pressure put on him re-
sulted in the ball coming 
off him and into his own 
net.

Continued from page 24

The Lamlash goalkeeper looks on as the ball powers past him. 01_B19footy04

A Northend player at full stretch to reach the ball. 01_B19footy05

Ernie in action at 
Gourock
Arran’s Ernie Weir is one 
of the heavy athletes tak-
ing part in the Gourock 
Highland Games at Bat-
tery Park this weekend.

He is one of the eight 
strong fi eld taking part in 
the games which will be 
held tomorrow (Sunday).
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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Old enemies set for cup 
final clash
Lamlash win penalty shoot-out as 
Brodick brush aside Northend
Brodick and Lamlash will 
face each other in the fi nal 
of the Arran Haulage Cup 
today (Saturday) after the 
two teams cemented their 
places during the week with 
victories in the semi-fi nal 
rounds.

The fi nal will be played 
at Lamlash in a reciprocal 
agreement as the Cooper-
wheats Cup fi nal last year 
was played between the 
two teams at Brodick’s 

Southend pictured prior to the game. 01_B19footy01

Lamlash will be playing in the � nal against Brodick on Saturday.  01_B19footy02

pitch. Kick-off is at 3pm. 
Supporters are encouraged 
to attend the fi nal game, 
which is guaranteed to be a 
hard-fought encounter be-
tween these two old ene-
mies.

Lamlash 3
Southend 3
Lamlash won 3-2 on
penalties
Southend have dominat-
ed the Arran Haulage Cup 

in recent years, having won 
it eight out of the past 10 
years. However, Lamlash 
were hoping to spoil their 
run and get off to a fl ying 
start in the new season.

Lamlash won the toss 
and elected to go up the 
hill fi rst. Southend struck 
fi rst with Gregor Crichton 
calmly placing the ball past 
David Heenan and into the 
bottom corner of the goal. 
Ten minutes later, the visi-

tors doubled their lead after 
a corner turned into a goal-
mouth scramble and Lew-
is Kennedy was on hand to 
make it 2-0.

Lamlash came out fi ring 
in the second half and cap-
tain Johnny Sloss took the 
game by the scruff of the 
neck and was causing the 
Southend defence prob-
lems with his dribbling. 
He scored after a great run 
down the left side and beat 
Fraser McKenzie in the 
Southend goal at his near 
post.

Five minutes later, he 
turned provider for Grant 
Adamson as he headed the 
ball in to bring the scores 
back level. Lamlash were 
oozing confi dence now and 
around the hour mark the 

comeback was complete 
when Johnny bagged his 
second of the game to make 
it 3-2.

Southend weren’t going 
to lie down though and 
equalised with 15 minutes 
to go as Danny Head nod-
ded in Gregor Crichton’s 
well-placed corner.

Extra time was a very 
cagey affair with both 
teams tiring in the heat 
and neither side wanting to 
make any mistakes to lose 
their side the game. The 
teams couldn’t be separated 
after 120 minutes so penal-
ties loomed.

Danny Head was the fi rst 
to miss for Southend in the 
shoot-out as his effort came 
back off the post. Dylan 
Smith of Lamlash then had 

his penalty saved by a great 
stop from McKenzie to 
level things up.

Young Crichton then had 
his stopped by Heenan, 
which gave Grant Adam-
son the chance to win the 
tie for Lamlash. However,
in another twist, his pen-
alty went wide and it was 
on to sudden death. Young 
Joe McHugh stepped up 
for Southend and went 
for power but his shot just 
went over the bar.

Lamlash left back Chris 
Gosman then scored the 
last penalty and cemented 
their place in Saturday’s fi -
nal. Referee Jack McNal-
ly gave Johnny man of the 
match after a great cap-
tain’s performance.


