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Hope for 
creamery
buyer
There was hope this week 
that a buyer could be found 
for the Torrylinn Creamery, 
which is up for sale.

A number of discussions 
with interested parties have 
already taken place and at 
least one potential investor 
is in talks with owners First 
Milk, the Banner was told.

The owners announced 
last month that the Kil-
mory creamery, which fi rst 
opened in 1946, was for 
sale, putting the jobs of 
the six employees at risk, 
as well as threatening the 
main supply outlet for two 
Arran dairy farms. The 
Campbeltown Creamery is 
also up for sale.

Cunninghame North MSP 
Kenneth Gibson raised 
the sale at First Minister’s 
Questions last week asking: 
‘What can be done to mini-
mise the impact on the peo-
ple who work at the cream-
eries and in the local supply 
chain, including Arran and 
Kintyre farms?’

First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon replied that the an-
nouncement was ‘very dis-
appointing’. However, she 
said the sale of the sites of-
fered an opportunity for the 
right approach to be taken 
by future owners to achieve 
a sustainable future for the 
creameries, farmers and lo-
cal communities.

‘The cabinet secretary for 
the rural economy and con-
nectivity (Fergus Ewing) is 
already working with offi -

Iconic mini golf gets 
a major makeover
It has entertained genera-
tions of children for near-
ly 60 years. But now the 
iconic mini golf on Brodick 
shorefront has been torn up 
– to be replaced by a new 
course.

It was in June 1960 when 
the course and the Mini 
Cafe were fi rst created and 
opened for business, and it 
has remained open, under 
three owners, continuous-
ly for the 58 years until last 
Sunday.

First thing on Monday, 
Armitage Groundworks 
moved in and fenced off 
the site with the diggers 
this week demolishing  
the remaining 15 holes of 
the old concrete course – 
which had remained large-
ly as they were laid all 
those years ago

It will be replaced by 
an 18-hole artifi cial grass 
course which owner 
Alastair Bilsland says will 
be ‘truly all weather’. The 
work is expected to take 
around six weeks with the 
new course opening in time 
for the school summer hol-
idays.

Much of the work in-
volves complete new drain-
age for site, which Alastair 
admits has been a persis-
tent problem in the past, but 

which will be eradicated by 
the extensive new works. 
The only part of the course 
being kept is the Forth Rail 
Bridge which was built for 
Alastair by Ian Monteith 
of Kiscadale Engineering 
in Whiting Bay around 15 
years ago, but it will be fea-
ture in a new hole. Three 
holes were previously sac-
rifi ced for the mini go-

carts, previously sited on 
what is now the Little Rock 
terrace.

Because it is essentially 
a repair job, the work did 
not require planning per-
mission or building warrant 
approval.

Alastair has taken inspi-
ration for the new course 
from attractions in New 
Zealand, which he visits 

regularly to see family, and 
Canada. One hole will fea-
ture a map of Arran. 

The course is being built 
by Allan Macleod, and 
Alastair said Brodick sur-
veyor Dave Campbell had 
been really helpful with the 
design.

‘I am really delighted to 
see this work fi nally going 
ahead. It has  been a long 

time in the planning. One 
of the last players on the 
old course was my grand-
son Nicol, who may be 
only seven but is fantas-
tic at mini golf. I plan to 
have him over as my guest 
of honour at the opening,’ 
Alastair told the Banner.

The original course 
was the brainchild of the 

Continued on page 2

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk

Nice shot. Digger takes the last shot at the hill hole. 01_B18mini01
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A new mini golf course 
for Brodick

The Mini Cafe as it once looked. 01_B19mini03

Continued from page 1
cials to explore all possible 
options to save the cream-
eries. That involves engag-
ing fully with local agen-
cies, partners and – which 
is important – the farmers, 
on work with potential in-
vestors, so that we can try 
to fi nd a sustainable and vi-
able way forward. I know 
that the cabinet secretary 
would be happy to meet 
Kenneth Gibson to discuss 
the matter further.’

Mr Gibson told the Ban-
ner: ‘The Scottish Govern-
ment livestock manager 
Kevin Matheson has direct-
ly engaged with farmers on 
Arran and signposted them 
to contacts, one of whom 
is in touch with First Milk 
at this time with a view to 
taking over the creamery. A 
number of discussions with 
interested parties have also 
taken place.’

The managing director 
of Taste of Arran and Ar-
ran Dairies, Alastair Dob-
son, has been liaising and 
assisting with a potential 
sale. He says the creamery 
has lacked both investment 
in its machinery and in its 
marketing, partly shown by 
the decision to stop produc-
tion of their popular Arran 
shaped cheeses.

He said it was imperative 

Continued from page 1
Dawes, a family of archi-
tects from Kilmarnock. The 
mini golf and glass-front-
ed cafe were quite an at-
traction to the shorefront in 
Brodick on what had just 
been a marshy plot between 
two hotels.

At the time there were 
only two courses of its kind 

in Britain, the other being 
in Newquay in Cornwall, 
and the Dawes are said to 
have planned a series of 
them up the West Coast of 
Scotland, but this did not 
materialise.

The opening was report-
ed at the time in an edition 
of The Weekly Scotsman, a 
publication which closed in 

1967, who reported: ‘The 
mini golf course is a fantas-
tic network of tarmac strips 
(the playing stretches) set 
among rockeries, fl ower 
beds and lawns.

‘Players will fi nd them-
selves putting through con-
necting pipes, up ramps, 
over a water hazard and 
even for a foot-wide rustic 
bridge.

‘With the course is a cafe 
which has seating accom-
modation for 80 people – 
30 inside and the rest on a 
terrace at tables with conti-
nental umbrellas.’

The Dawes family ran 
the course for seven years 
when it was taken over by 
the Lawrence family, also 
from Ayrshire, who ran it 

for three years before sell-
ing it to Alastair in 1970. ‘A 
lot of people think I built it, 
but it was very much the 

brainchild of the Dawes 
family,’ he said.

‘I will be delighted to see 
the new course complet-

ed and believe it will offer 
a greater challenge to golf-
ers young and old than the 
previous course,’ he added.

Hope for creamery buyer
that anyone taking over the 
creamery had to revital-
ise their sales channels. He 
said that was where Taste 
of Arran could help by pro-
viding ‘market savvy’ and 
helping to use Arran to sell 
the brand both in the UK 
and abroad.

He said: ‘We have to treat 
the sale as an opportuni-
ty but have to realise that 
if not handled well it could 
become a crisis. The farms 
on Arran are integral to 
the rural community and I 
want to see more, not few-
er, farms.’

Mr Gibson added: ‘I have 
spoken to cabinet secre-

tary Fergus Ewing, who 
has asked that his offi cials 
put together what could be 
offered in terms of Scottish 
Government and partners 
support.’

These include Scottish 
Development Internation-
al, which will look to con-
tinue to offer international 
trade services and support 
any new operator; HIE 
specialist advice services 
to provide support; intro-
ductions to Skills Develop-
ment Scotland and its ex-
cellent Skills for Growth 
Service; and the Scottish 
Manufacturing Advisory 
Service.

A last look at the old course before work began. 01_B19mini02

Caley Isles repair completed
The mezzanine deck on the MV Caledonian Isles has 
been repaired, allowing her to operate at full capacity. 
The ferry had only been operating with the port upper 
deck due to a fault.

In other developments, the CalMac ferry MV Clans-
man has returned to service after extensive repairs 
to her propulsion system. Her absence required the 
company to move to an alternative timetable causing 
widespread disruption across its West Coast routes.

The vessel has picked up services from Uig to Tar-
bert and Lochmaddy allowing the MV Hebrides to en-
ter dry dock for an overhaul.

However, this will have no immediate effect on the 
restricted MV Isle of Arran service between Brodick 
and Ardrossan, which is also currently serving Islay. 
The ferry should be operating full-time on the Arran 
route from May 23.
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Island Porcelain comes 
full circle

Tracy outside the Lamlash shop. 01_B18tracy03

In a week of iconic rebirths, 
Arran’s famous hand-
crafted porcelain birds and 
animals have come home 
to roost.

Island Porcelain has come 
full circle and can today be 
found back in its original 
home, Studio 4 in Lamlash, 
after more than 40 years.

Artist Tracy Gibson, 
who has run the Boat-
house in Brodick for 15 
years, bought the compa-
ny last year and had orig-
inally planned to open her 
showroom there. Howev-
er, when Studio 4 became 
available, she jumped at 
the chance to take it back to 
its spiritual home. ‘There is 
a real provenance that the 

collection is back where it 
all began,’ she said.

Each fi gure is individu-
ally hand-made, to a high 
standard. It is then careful-
ly hand-painted and fi red to 
an eye-watering 1,200 de-
grees. Most fi gures have 
a matt, unglazed fi nish 
which is characteristic of 
the products. This process 
means that no two pieces 
are ever identical, making 
each piece unique.

Birds make up the major-
ity of the designs, which 
now number more than 
60, though there is a small 
range of porcelain animals 
such as dolphins, seals, red 
squirrels and their popular 
Corrie sheep, modelled on 

the sheep which stand on 
the quayside at Corrie and 
Sannox.

Personalised items and 
Christmas designs are also 
available.

It was in the early 1970s 
that Alasdair Dunn, the re-
nowned Scottish potter, 
painter and sculptor, be-
gan producing the porce-
lain miniatures from his 
workshop at Kings Cross 
and many of these are still 
in the growing collection 
today.

After his death in 1986, 
his dedicated team con-
tinued with his success-
ful business until, in 1988, 
they decided the time was 
right to follow their own 
dream. Their continued 
hard work and determina-
tion and, of course, some 
of Alastair Dunn’s vision, 
ensured the business went 
from strength to strength, 
allowing them to purchase 
the Old School in Kilmo-
ry in 1990. By then it was 
being run by Anne Rhead, 
Ile Ash, Janette Head and 
Marie Park and later Mor-
ag Grieve.

Their business fl ourished 
until 2006 when they de-
cided it was time to sell and 

the company was bought 
by Vivienne Lambie. 
From there, Island Porce-
lain found itself back in 
Lamlash for a short while 
before eventually set-
tling in Corrie, where it 
remained until last year 

when Tracy became the lat-
est custodian.

For Tracy, a talented 
painter and craft worker 
who lives in Lamlash, it is 
a new challenge but one 
she is looking forward to. 
When the Lamlash shop is 

fully up and running, Tracy 
also plans to have a display 
in The Boathouse as well.

The majority of the min-
iatures sell for around 
£26 and are also availa-
ble online at www.island
porcelain.com

Tracy surrounded by her porcelain minatures in the shop. 01_B18tracy01
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Stalwart Willie is laid to rest

A piper led the funeral procession from the church to the hearse. 01_B18mcconnell01

Lamlash Church was 
packed  on Tuesday 
for the funeral of Arran 
farmer and community 
stalwart Willie McCon-
nell, who died on Mon-
day April 23 – just days 
before his 81st birthday.

After the service he 
was carried from the 
church by members of 
his family acting as pall-
bearers and led by his 
son and former First 
Minister Jack McCon-
nell, now Lord McCon-
nell of Glenscorrodale.

He was buried at a pri-
vate service at Lamlash 
Cemetery. A full obitu-
ary will appear in next 
week’s Banner.

May Day Mayday rescue near Seamill

Saving the day, the MV Isle of Arran’s fast rescue craft is 
launched. Photographs: Peter Young

Passengers aboard the MV 
Isle of Arran took a slight 
detour on Tuesday, the fi rst 
day of May, when the ferry 
was diverted to assist with 
a Mayday call from a small 
creeler which was in dis-
tress near Seamill.

Launching its on-board 
fast rescue craft, the rib 
rescued the creeling ves-

Onlookers watch the drama unfold as two vessels, 
coordinated with the assistance of a Coastguard vehicle on 
the shore, tow an ailing creeler away from the rocky coast.

sel whose propeller had be-
come fouled and was drift-
ing dangerously close to 
the rocky coast. The fast 
rescue craft secured a rope 
to the ailing vessel and 
towed it into deeper water 
until a lifeboat arrived on 
the scene.

Shortly after 8.30am the 
Troon RNLI lifeboat Jim 

Moffat arrived with the Ar-
drossan Coastguard Res-
cue Team and took over 
the towline and towed the 
vessel into Clyde Marina 
where it was berthed with 
the assistance of the coast-
guard team. The combined 
efforts of the two rescue 
agencies and the fast rescue 
craft ensured that a poten-

tially serious situation was 
averted.

Hours after the rescue, 
both Troon lifeboats re-
sponded to a second call-
out to attend to a boat re-
quiring assistance between 
Troon and Arran. However, 
a closer vessel was able to 
provide assistance and both 
lifeboats were stood down.

open seven days a
week for breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

2 course 
lunch special 
just £13.95 

(including a glass 
of wine or soft

drink)

fresh
local dining

for reservations call
01770 302 234 or book online at

www.auchrannie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

Locally sourced seafood and grilled meats
are combined with daily specials.

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am,
lunch from 12.30pm - 4.30pm and 

dinner from 5.00pm - 9.30pm. 

Bar open throughout the day serving 
teas & coffees, cold drinks and cakes. 

Relax in front of our toasty log burner!
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Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.
co.uk

Arran joins in Finish for Matt
There was a good turn-out last Sunday 
on Arran taking part in the Finish for 
Matt event.

Runs have been taking place across 
the country to remember tragic chef 
Matt Campbell, who collapsed and 
died during the London marathon last 
month.

 Barbara Crawford and Carol Brown, 

who ran the marathon, came up with 
idea to hold a run on Arran.

Last weekend 28 island residents, 
including a baby in her pram, ran or 
walked the 3.7-mile course, in memo-
ry of the distance Matt failed to fi nish, 
to raise money for his charity the Bra-
thay Trust. His total has now reached 
£337,851 and is still rising.

Runners and walkers at the start of the Finish for Matt event. 01_B18matt01

Stars are sought for
Santa’s Sparkle
Organisers of the San-
ta’s Sparkle event in Lam-
lash are appealing for vol-
unteers to help make this 
year’s sparkle extra special.

For the fi rst time, the 
community last year took 
over the running of the 
well-loved Christmas festi-
val, which includes music, 
entertainment, food, carols, 
children’s entertainment, 
a parade and a visit from 
Santa himself.

However, the efforts 
needed to organise and ar-
range the event requires 
a huge amount of volun-
teer organisers, who are re-
quired to ensure that things 
run smoothly and to ensure 
that it is able to go ahead at 
all. While the legal and fi -
nancial frameworks are in 
place, volunteers are now 
being sought to start mak-
ing the necessary prepara-
tions.

In particular, they are 
looking for a person, per-
sons or a group who can co-
ordinate activities for chil-
dren throughout the day; 
someone to organise and 
coordinate stage activi-
ties; and people to organise 
fundraising activities dur-
ing the year to ensure that 
costs are covered and hope-

fully generate a fund for 
other community benefi ts.

They also need someone 
or a small group to solic-
it help and funds from Ar-
ran businesses; someone 
to organise and coordinate 
the necessary equipment to 
arrive at the school and to 
be removed after the event; 
and an organiser for the 
Santa’s parade and some-
one to enlist hot food stalls.

Many of these roles can 
be merged or split into fur-
ther parts and any help, no 
matter how large or small, 
would be greatly appreci-
ated.

The plan so far is to hold 
most of the event at Lam-
lash High School with San-
ta traditionally arriving 
at Lamlash Pier at mid-
day and travelling to the 
school along with a fes-
tive parade to see the chil-
dren in his grotto. Later in 
the afternoon – after every-
one has played, been enter-
tained and fed – Santa will 
lead the throngs out to light 

the village Christmas tree 
which will conclude with a 
fi reworks fi nale.

Previously run and fund-
ed  by the Glenisle Hotel, 
last year’s event was the 
fi rst community-run San-
ta’s Sparkle and not only 
did the event cover its 
costs, it also managed to re-
turn something to the com-
munity in addition to the 
event itself.

Donations totalling nearly 
£500 were made to a num-
ber of local organisations, 
including Arran Brass 
Band, Arran Junior Tri-
athlon Club, Arran Youth 
Foundations, Lamlash chil-
dren’s annual party, Lam-
lash Church, Lamlash Im-
provements Association 
and the Taiko Drummers.

If you can offer any as-
sistance in any way, great 
or small, you can make 
contact through the San-
ta’s Sparkle website at 
www.santasparkle.co.uk 
or through their Facebook 
page.

Whiting Bay Bowling Club
Opening Day

Saturday 5th May 2018 at 2pm

Anyone interested in 
Bowling will be made 

very welcome.
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Sponsored by NFU Mutual 
Cambeltown. Call Chris Husthwaite 
on 01586 552 428 for your 
insurance needs.

Agent of The National Farmers Union Mutual Insurance Society Limited.

EDENMORE GUEST HOUSE
Ardrossan

Ground Floor Rooms Available. 
Pet Friendly

T: 01294 462306

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Pupils win £3,000 prize for 
Arran mountain rescue team

Words and pictures by 
Colin Smeeton

Four S2 Arran High School pupils 
have secured a £3,000 donation for 
the Arran Mountain Rescue Team with 
a winning presentation on why the 
life-saving organisation deserved the 
cash windfall.

The cash prize was the result of their 
success at the Youth Philanthropy In-
itiative (YPI), now in its sixth year, 
which saw 10 teams putting forward 
presentations in a bid to teach children 
about compassion, social issues and 
local charities.

Presentation
At a special presentation, attended by 

parents and fellow pupils last Wednes-
day, the fi ve fi nalist teams compet-
ed for their presentation to be selected 
by a panel of judges, which included 

Arran High School head girl Jasmine 
Scorey, Finn MacArthur, a member of 
last year’s winning team, Meg El Adm, 
local business owner, Brodie Pearcey 
from North Ayrshire Council and head 
teacher Barry Smith.

Among the local charities being sup-
ported, all of which were visited by pu-
pils to learn about their activities, were 
Arran Community and Voluntary Ser-
vices (ACVS),  Arran Youth Founda-
tions (AYF) and Arran Cancer Support 
(ArCaS), as well as the mountain res-
cue team.

Participants used a variety of meth-
ods to make their presentations mem-
orable which included a quiz – which 
saw players squirted with silly string – 
and a pie in the face game, along with 
video presentations and a cartoon ani-
mation.

While the judges deliberated over 
their decision, visitors were entertained 
by the skilled violin player Charlotte 
McKillop and a pitch-perfect rendition 
of Hallelujah by Iona Summer.

Informative and fun
The winning team, comprising Sam 

Reid, Gina Boni, James Macis and 
Euan Kinniburgh, convinced the judg-
es to nominate their charity, the AMRT, 
with an informative and fun presenta-
tion which involved a quiz and liberal 
amounts of silly string being adminis-
tered for incorrect answers.

Eilidh Hamill, who compered the 
event and who was on a YPI winning 
team two years ago, thanked all of the 
participants, judges and welcomed Is-
abel Johnstone, YPI Ayrshire regional 
facilitator, who presented the winning 
team with the cheque.

Sam Reid, Gina Boni, James Macis and Euan Kinniburgh give 
their reasons for supporting their nominated charity. 01_B18YPI04

Audience volunteers get sprayed with silly string during 
the quiz by the winning team supporting AMRT. 01_B18YPI03

Jamie Simpson, Jemima Currie, Milo Godwin and Keir Riddel 
present their reasons for supporting ArCaS. 01_B18YPI05

Sheena Fletcher received a pie to the face in a game with Julia 
Harrison and Robert McNiece. 01_B18YPI06

Charlotte McKillop, accompanied by James O’Neil, 
perform for the audience during the judges’ deliberations. 
01_B18YPI07

Pawel Gren, Thomas Gilmore, Sidney Townsend and 
Imogen Boyd enlist the help of mountain team member 
Darryl Urquhart-Dixon in their presentation. 01_B18YPI02
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Pupils win £3,000 prize for 
Arran mountain rescue team

Judges Barry Smith, Finn MacArthur, Meg Al Adm, Jasmine Scorey and Brodie Pearcey listen 
intently to the pupils’ presentation. 01_B18YPI01

Isabel Johnstone, YPI Ayrshire regional facilitator presents Sam Reid, Gina Boni, James 
Macis and Euan Kinniburgh with a cheque for £3,000 for the AMRT. 01_B18YPI08
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Editorial How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Thought for the week
This is the message we 
have heard from him 
and declare to you: God 
is light; in him there 
is no darkness at all. 1 
John 1:5

Pothole woes are 
nationwide
Sir,
I had a (mostly) success-
ful fi ve-hour back opera-
tion eight years ago so I 
read with interest and em-
pathy chronic back sufferer 
Peter Finlay’s long letter in 
the April 21 Banner regard-
ing potholes.

This I read while en route 
to the beautiful city of Lin-
coln via foot-ferry-train- 
bus-fl ight-taxi.

At Glasgow Airport, I 
picked-up free copies of 
some newspapers that I 
would never purchase and 
found the below post by 
Matthew Parris in The 
Times interesting and per-
tinent to Arran/Scotland’s 
dire road conditions. One 
would think that England, 
with higher council taxes 
and alarming crime rates 
due to savage police cuts, 
along with a reeling, in-
adequately funded NHS, 
would at least keep the 
roads in better condition 
than Scotland, but perhaps 
not: ‘Throughout history 
rings the cry “It’s when it 
happens to you ...” Aus-
terity often doesn’t “hap-
pen” to people like me (and 
many of you) as fast, as of-
ten or as painfully as it does 
to millions of others. But 
potholes we Times read-
ers see. When in our own 
lives our nearside front tyre 
is shredded, the ruddy pot-
hole represents a momen-
tary twitching-back of one 
tiny corner of a great cur-
tain, behind which lie, no, 
not potholes, but a mil-
lion anxious human sto-
ries, caused in part by cuts 
in public spending.

‘And, no, I’m not go-
ing to decry cutting public 
spending. Much of it had 
to happen. But I’m making 
two points. First, the exer-
cise cannot be without lim-
it. Second, the time-lag be-

tween the cut and the pain 
can be so long that by the 
time you feel the pain the 
cut may have gone much 
deeper than you noticed. 
We need to wake up to that.

‘So back, without apolo-
gy, to potholes. Thanks to 
another of these, a friend in 
Lincolnshire has just bro-
ken his neck, though not 
fatally, thank heaven. Pot-
holes matter in themselves. 
But they are a parable for 
others that matter even 
more.

‘Over roughly the past 
decade (my fi gures don’t 
cover 2017) spending on 
roads by councils has fall-
en by about a fi fth. Serious 
injuries to cyclists have tre-
bled, while cyclists’ num-
bers have increased by a 
fraction of that. According 
to the RAC, the number of 
cars needing roadside as-
sistance after hitting pot-
holes has almost doubled 
since January.

‘According to the Asphalt 
Industry Alliance, there are 
24,000 miles of roads ur-
gently awaiting repair in 
England and Wales. On 
present trends, a road is re-
surfaced every 78 years and 
it would now take 14 years, 
and more than £9 billion, 
to return the network to a 
“steady state”. Our roads 
have been crumbling.

‘Roads spending has just 
started to rise, albeit gently. 
Late in the day, local and 
central government poli-
ticians have woken up to 
what’s happening.

‘The trouble is, it’s al-
ready happened. Voters in 
their millions, including 
Times readers in huge num-
bers, are telling them so. 
Just as my little argument 
with Mawstone Lane was a 
parable for a wider problem 
with potholes nationwide, 
so potholes nationwide are 
a parable for a problem far 
wider than that. We may be 
deceived by the fact that 

you can get away for years, 
but not for ever, with push-
ing a problem to one side.’

Yours,
Alex Holmes,
Brodick.

Road closures
Sir,
I am astonished at the lack 
of communication regard-
ing the possible road clo-
sures and disruption to traf-
fi c during the resurfacing of 
many of the island’s roads. 
As I require to commute 
daily from Corrie to Whit-
ing Bay, I made inquiries 
at the pier, then the bus sta-
tion offi ces for informa-
tion. Neither knew any de-
tails of road closures and I 
was told that even the po-
lice had not been informed. 
Making the assumption 
that the road will be open 
to allow the bus to connect 
with the ferries is all very 
well, but travelling outwith 
these times makes it a bit of 
a lottery.

Some details please?
Yours,
Fiona Reiss,
Corrie.

On contemplating 
Brodick beach
Sir,

The rain on Arran erodes 
the land

and washes it down to the 
sea.

It reaches there and ends 
as sand

and tumbles around the 
coast as free

to go where the currents 
decide.

Sometimes it piles up high 
as dunes

a source of wonder and of 
pride

and others as with the 
cast of runes

the sand just goes as with 
the tide.

There almost appears 
little rhyme or reason

why the laid down sand 
just goes away

It seems to happen during 
winter’s season

But when it goes once it 
will never stay.

So if people now lay lots 
of sand

with no protection not 
even a groyne

What do they expect when 
all the land

is again exposed, with 
many a coin

it has costed, the sand-
bags shining white again

their efforts laid bare for 
all to see.

The movement of tides is 
not a friend

to those who ignore hy-
drology.

So Brodick beach has 
gone once more

and without some thought, 
it will stay that way

Lost it seems and beyond 
man’s power

Perhaps an expert has 
something to say?

Yours,
Kenny Walker,
Dumblane.

Roadside 
samaritan
Sir,
I would like to thank the 
young man who helped me 
back on to the road when 
my car had rolled forward, 
almost into a ditch, at North 
Sannox.

I was in despair and he 
calmly directed me back 
from the deep ditch but re-
fused to accept anything 
but my gratitude.

Thank you sir for helping 
a frantic elderly lady with 
patience and courtesy, I 
will remember to leave my 
car in gear in future!

Yours,
Gillian Miller,
Newton Mearns.

End of an era
So its the end of an era for 
the Brodick mini golf. Af-
ter nearly 60 years provid-
ing entertainment for gen-
erations of children, and 
their children’s children, it 
has now been reduced to a 
pile of rubble.

There will be many who 
will be sad to see the ‘old 
course’ go but it had seri-
ous drainage problems and 
was beginning to look like 
it had seen better days.

So it is great to see 
Alastair Bilsland investing 
in a new course fi t for the 
21st century and which he 
promises will provide a far 
greater challenge. We can’t 
wait to see it.

However, it is good to see 
nothing changes on Arran. 

In the Weekly Scotsman 
report of the course open-
ing in 1960, the report-
er said one of the ‘island’s 
arts and crafts set’ had des-
cribed Arran as a ‘Hell on 
earth’ during the summer 
months. 

He complained about the 
number of cars fl owing on 
to the island from the car 
ferry Glen Sannox, which 
he called ‘a fl oating ga-
rage’, and said they were 
shattering the peace and 
tranquillity of the place.

That’s par for the course.
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Ironing out the teething 
troubles at new terminal

Car parking at the new ferry terminal is being monitored. 01_B18park01

Weak road will take weeks to repair

The tra�  c lights 
on Brodick hill will 
remain for weeks  
01_B18roads01

New seating could be in-
stalled in the ground fl oor 
of the new Brodick fer-
ry terminal, under plans 
being considered by fer-
ry operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne, the Banner 
understands.

There has been criticism 
over the fact that there are 
no seats on the ticket desk 
fl oor, designed to improve 
the space for the smooth 
fl ow of passengers arriv-
ing at the terminal, as well 
as concern that there is now 
nowhere to wait for the bus.

However, it is just one of 
the teething problems be-
ing considered by CalMac 
at the new terminal – now 
in its seventh week of op-
eration discussed at the 
recent meeting of Arran 
Community Council.

Debate has also been 
sparked by the feature in 
the Banner last week in 
which the Arran Civic 
Trust highlighted the uni-
tended consequences of the 
new £30 million ferry ter-
minal.

In another development 

passengers can now drop-
off bags at the desk in Brod-
ick and pick them up at Ar-
drossan. However there is 
concern at the speed of the 
operation on the mainland 
if passengers are heading 
for the train and this is be-
ing addressed.

Also of major concern to 
the community council was 
the use of the new terminal 
car park, which they heard 
was being ‘monitored’. 
Members heard that it was 
intended as a short-stay 
car park with cars expect-
ed to stay maximum of a 
few days and not long term, 
however, there was concern 
that the blue badge spaces 
for the disabled were al-
ready being abused.

Chairman Bill Calder-
wood said there were now 
more car parking spac-
es than ever and were of a 
much better quality. How-
ever, he said, a little tongue 
in cheek: ‘I don’t think they 
ever intended for everyone 
on Arran to have a parking 
space.’

He added: ‘We have to ap-

peal to everyone to use the 
car park responsible. There 
are CCTV cameras and we 
need to monitor situation 
to see where we are going. 
And we can only ask every-
one, please do not abuse the 
blue badge spaces.’

Meanwhile, a bid by the 
Isle of Arran Ferry Com-
mittee to turn the Lochran-
za to Claonaig summer fer-
ry service into a year round 
service has been rejected 
by CalMac due to ‘opera-
tional diffi culties’.

The Banner reported last 
December that the commit-
tee had argued that the ser-
vice could be diverted to 
Tarbert Loch Fyne in bad 
weather, and this is still be-
ing reviewed.

The ferry committee is 
also frustrated that despite 
the fact that in a year from 
now Arran may have two 
ferries, when the MV Glen 
Sannox comes into service, 
however neither Transport 
Scotland or CalMac will 
given any indication of the 
timetabling of the new year 
round two ferry service.

Road users who have been 
affected by the temporary 
traffi c lights on Brodick hill 
will have to endure further 
weeks of delay before the 
situation can be rectifi ed.

That is the warning from 
North Ayrshire Council 
who have set up the tem-
porary traffi c lights ow-
ing to subsidence under the 

road which has caused the  
pavement to collapse and 
weaken the road.

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesperson said: ‘A 
survey and inspection of 
the retaining wall has taken 
place and the road has been 
made safe by moving traf-
fi c away from the affected 
area.

‘We are considering op-
tions and will consult with 
local representatives short-
ly to discuss the impact of 
the repairs on the road net-
work.

‘It is likely to be a few 
weeks before any work 
starts and in the meantime 
the temporary measures 
will remain in place and 
the road will be monitored. 
Every effort will be made 
to minimise delays on the 
road network.’

The temporary traffi c 
lights, while only allowing 
one way traffi c for a short 
few metres, has been creat-
ing a bottleneck effect ow-
ing to the nearby junction, 
which at peak times, expe-
riences heavy traffi c owing 
to ferry departures and ar-
rivals.
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Amnesty 
pyrotechnics go 
up in flames
Arran HM Coastguard 
received a huge amount 
of expired marine pyro-
technics which were safe-
ly disposed of under pro-
fessional supervision last 
Saturday.

The amnesty took place 
due to information that a 
large amount of pyrotech-
nics were in circulation 
on Arran despite the Ma-
rine and Coastguard Agen-
cy having no statutory re-
quirement to dispose of 
the items.

Members of the pub-
lic and marine community 
handed in fl ares, handheld 
maroons and minifl are 
packs which were placed 
into suitable containers be-
fore being burned.

A containment area with 
a large cordon was estab-
lished in a remote area and 
the highly fl ammable and 
explosive material was set 
alight. A total of 482 items 
were burned.

Emma still hopeful 
of finding Drogo
The search for missing dog 
Drogo received a welcome 
boost after receiving na-
tional coverage by the BBC 
Scotland earlier this week.

Drogo was adopted from 
Bosnia by Emma Campbell 
of Lamlash who has been 
intensively searching for 
the missing canine for over 
seven months since he bolt-
ed on a familiarisation walk 
just weeks after he arrived 
on Arran.

Enlisting the help of ex-
pert dog fi nders Lost and 
Hound Canine Capture 
Team, Emma has been re-
lentless in her efforts at re-
uniting with Drogo, going 
as far as adopting Drogo’s 
sister Goldie to help en-
tice the German Shepherd 

Drogo is pictured at the trap which is being used to try 
and capture him. 

cross into a cage. Raising 
Emma’s optimism in cap-
turing Drogo in a feeding 
trap from the expert dog 
fi nders, Drogo has recent-
ly been photographed by a 
trail camera right at the en-
trance to the trap. 

Fearing that the trap might 
seem a bit too enclosed for 
Drogo – who is skittish – 
a larger trap will soon be 
used to hopefully lure him 
in now that a feeding pat-
tern has been established 
near the trap.

But it is not all good news 
though, Emma’s new con-
cern now lies with the fact 
that lambing season is well 
under way and that a dog 
who has had to resort to pri-
mal living might be tempt-

ed by the newborn lambs 
– an undesirable situation 
which farmers might re-
solve with a shotgun ow-
ing to the devastation that 
sheep worrying can cause.

Emma told the Banner: 
‘I am overwhelmed by the 
amount of support and of-
fers of help that I have re-

ceived. While they are 
appreciated I have been ad-
vised that we stick with the 
systematic trapping plan 
and that people kindly re-
frain from approaching him 
or trying to seek him out.

‘I feel responsible for 
Drogo and even when 
sighting him recently with 

friend and Arran Ranger Jo 
Totty, I had to avoid call-
ing out to him to prevent 
scaring him away from be-
ing acclimatised to the cage 
which is our best hope of 
capturing him after having 
failed with all of the other 
methods.

‘Thank you everyone for 
all of your well-wishes and 
words of support. We hope 
to get Drogo home soon.’

While Drogo has been out 
in the wild fending for him-
self he has become an elu-
sive but minor celebrity, 
with a large following and 
with his own social media 
page called Finding Drogo, 
where regular updates are 
provided and sighting re-
corded.
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Facing up to environmental issues on the island
Last week the Arran Civic Trust highlighted the unintended conse-
quences of the new ferry terminal. In the second article of the series, 
the trust this week considers environmental issues facing the island.

The Arran Civic Trust has a remit to con-
serve and promote the built and natural envi-
ronments on Arran. We note with interest the 
efforts being made by the Arran Economic 
Group to develop the island in various ways 
and strongly support the proposals for more 
affordable housing with appropriate provi-
sion, in particular in view of the existing de-
mand for 200 more dwellings of this type. 
But, as a conservation body, we are con-
cerned that both the siting and supporting in-
frastructure for such a large number are both 
adequate and sensitively considered. The is-
land is already under considerable stress ow-
ing to RET and to its very successful promo-
tion by VisitArran, and both residents and 
tourists need to be reassured that the quality 
of life here is not going to be further dimin-
ished by too great visitor numbers and these 
many extra homes. Of particular importance 
are the following:

Roads 
The most obvious problem currently is the 
condition of the roads. We are aware that the 
resources to deal with this on a short- and 
medium-term basis do not exist given budg-
etary constraints. But something will have to 
be done soon if wholesale reconstruction is 
not to become a necessity. Vehicles are be-
ing damaged, driving is becoming danger-
ous owing to drivers attempting to avoid the 
potholes and roughest surfaces, and tourism 
will be affected by visitors’ reluctance to ex-
pose their cars to damage. Bearing in mind 
the considerable savings resulting from RET, 
we suggest that the council looks carefully at 
the idea of surcharging ferry fares to pay for 
a rolling programme of road reconstruction, 
the work to be carried out over several years 
by private contractors.

Climate change and rising 
sea levels
Sea levels are predicted to rise by sever-
al feet during the course of the century. Al-
ready there is severe fl ooding of lengths of 
the A841 during tidal surges, with resulting 
effects upon recreational facilities such as 

golf courses and further damage to the roads. 
It is essential, therefore, to forward plan for 
this by re-routing some stretches of road and 
the building of sea walls within the frame-
work defi ned in the Ayrshire Shoreline Man-
agement Plan. Areas of particular concern 
are on the A841 between Brodick and Corrie 
and through the villages of Lamlash, Whit-
ing Bay and Lochranza. It should not be as-
sumed that, with the quickening pace of cli-
mate change, extreme events will occur only 
once in 200 years. Sea levels are predicted to 
rise much faster than that (IPCC), although 
Arran will be protected to some extent by 
continuing post-glacial ‘rebound’.

Waste disposal
Rising sea levels will affect existing treat-
ment plants, septic tanks and effl uent dis-
charges, resulting in possible pollution of 
beaches and the marine environment. We 
trust the council is consulting regularly with 
SEPA over this. Of immediate concern is the 
increasing number of campervans visiting 
the island. According to VisitScotland, there 
are only four registered campervan sites on 
Arran, of which only one is quality assured. 
It is usual to see vans parked anywhere and 
probable that unauthorised discharge of 
waste is taking place. This issue needs to be 
addressed as a matter of urgency. We are also 
concerned that there is insuffi cient control of 
discharges from the island distillery into Kil-
brannan Sound.

Housing and settlements
NAC has produced an excellent guide to the 
design of housing in rural areas, which the 
Civic Trust has distributed to stakeholders 
and individuals on its behalf. We are much 
concerned about the quality of some of the 
council’s recent planning decisions, which 
contradict the advice contained in the guide. 
These decisions affect, for example, approv-
al of developments in what are called am-
biguously ‘nucleated settlements’, which 
seems to mean consent to build outwith ar-
eas shown on its own LDP. They also raise 
issues to do with the quality of housing 

The site at Springbank Farm in 
Brodick earmarked for the 
development of a� ordable 
housing. 01_B18civic02

Of particular concern, due to rising 
sea levels, is a stretch of coast 
between Brodick and Corrie which 
is vulnerable to � ooding and tidal 
surges. 01_B18civic01

The trust believes that is essential to maintain play areas 
and recreational facilities to enhance the island. 01_B18civic04

The Arran Civic Trust supports the Forestry Commission in planting 
broad-leafed trees and the signi� cant role that forests play on Arran. 
01_B18civic06
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which its planners appear to fi nd acceptable. 
These sometimes fall far short of the design 
standards applied by, for example, High-
land Council, most notably on Skye. We feel 
that NAC should enforce higher standards 
by conditioning that applicants for planning 
consent apply the principles set out clearly in 
its own Rural Design Guide.

Exterior features of the 
landscaping
The quality of Arran, and therefore its ap-
peal, lies as much in its exterior features 
such as walls and hard and soft landscap-
ing as it does in its buildings. It is important 
therefore that the best examples of these are 
maintained and repaired. Many are owned 
privately, but the council could emphasise 
the importance of this heritage by means of 
requests to owners, notices and exhibitions. 
Soft landscaping is also important, which 
means attention to road verges and planting 
on publicly owned land. Again, private own-
ers could be encouraged to play their part in 
maintenance and appropriate planting via 
notices and even demonstrations.

Light pollution
Despite attempts over the years, some suc-
cessful, to mitigate the effects of light pol-
lution, excessive exterior lighting of build-
ings and facilities is now creeping back in. 
Some hotels are unnecessarily fl oodlit and 
the new ferry terminal is a bright and unwel-
come beacon of light at the southern end of 
Invercloy (Brodick). Arran is one of the few 
places in the country where a dark sky can 
be enjoyed; this feature is one of the island’s 
attractions.

Forestry
Much of the industry of Arran involves for-
estry. Until recently, it has been the policy 
of Forestry Commission Scotland to plant 
mono cultures, but this has been replaced 
with a new approach which encourages the 
introduction of broad-leafed trees among the 
traditional conifers. The hope environmen-
tally is that this will prevent the clear fell-
ing of hillsides, which has resulted in their 
denuding of topsoil and the creation of large 
amounts of brash, which can be washed into 
the burns and create fl ooding.

Recreational facilities
Recreation areas for children are essential 
on a holiday island. It is essential that ex-
isting play areas, especially those equipped 
with swings, slides and similar are fi rst of all 
not removed and, secondly, are safely main-
tained. Play areas can also make a positive 
contribution to the visual environment and 
their siting and detailing have the potential 
to enhance the micro-environments in which 
they are placed. The trust is of the opinion 
that it is short-sighted to remove not only 
play areas but other recreational facilities 
such as tennis courts. Although these are not 
intensively used, when they are used they are 
much appreciated.

Parking
RET has resulted in a large increase in the 
number of vehicles visiting the island. While 
the extra business is welcomed, these have 
worsened the problems of parking as well 
as increasing the wear and tear on the roads. 
Campervans can and do park anywhere and 
there is inadequate provision for normal ve-
hicles in the most attractive beauty spots 
around Arran such as Glen Rosa. The Civ-
ic Trust is concerned about this, but also that 
parking spaces should be well designed and 
managed, for example by neat detailing and 
the provision of waste bins and, in the most 
frequented sites, public toilets.

General
There are many places on Arran where poor 
maintenance of ground surfaces and adja-
cent buildings has adversely affected appear-
ances. Taking Brodick as an example, the 
area round the Co-op convenience store is in 
a poor state, with rotting lampposts adjoin-
ing exposed pipe work and badly maintained 
tarmac. The footpath between Invercloy and 
the ferry on the landward side is a mess of 
differing surfaces. Everywhere, walls are ei-
ther broken down or non-existent. We appre-
ciate that this is a matter of money. But pres-
sure can be brought to bear upon owners of 
private property to make good where it ad-
joins public spaces and thoroughfares. Issu-
ing a supplement to the Design Guide illus-
trating how small improvements can make a 
big difference would help.

  Ian Ferguson 

Parking provision, particularly in 
renowned beauty spots such as at 

Glen Rosa, has been deemed
inadequate. 01_B18civic05

The aesthetics of the di� ering 
surfaces and badly maintained 
tarmac along Brodick is of concern 
to the trust.  01_B18civic03

The historical signi� cant exterior features of buildings 
should be preserved and planting along road verges 
encouraged. 01_B18civic07

The Arran Civic Trust supports the Forestry Commission in planting 
broad-leafed trees and the signi� cant role that forests play on Arran. 
01_B18civic06
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Arran comedy 
film with a very 
serious message

Lewis is featured in the promotional poster for the � lm 
Uncowed which will be shot on location on Arran. 

Arran will be cast under the 
directors spotlight later this 
year when a full-length fea-
ture fi lm, shot entirely on 
location, is released by Ar-
ran fi lm company Positive 
Pictures.

Described as a ‘serious 
comedy’, Uncowed will be 
fi lmed over the following 
few months and will tackle 
the serious subject of bul-
lying, but with a humorous 
and empowering take on 
the subject.

Brodick couple Chris and 
Jan Attkins, who are ex-
STV producers, came up 
with the idea for the fi lm 
after learning that their 
grandson was being bullied 
at school in Glasgow. Af-
ter helping him deal with 
it, they had the idea of pro-
ducing a fi lm to help many 
more people stand up to 
bullies, both at school and 
at work.

Realising that a comedy 
fi lm could empower people 
in an entertaining way, the 

couple set about develop-
ing their screenplay a year 
ago and have now per-
suaded several colleagues 
who used to work for BBC 
and STV to form the fi lm 
crew. They’ll also be offer-
ing one or two local young 
people the opportunity to 
help out and learn about 
fi lm-making.

With the exception of 
their grandson Lewis Ste-
venson, who has a part in 
the fi lm, all the cast live 
on Arran, some playing 

dramatic characters, oth-
ers playing themselves, 
such as Sheila Gilmore 
and Charles Currie, who 
are both cast as island tour-
ism offi cers. Drama buffs 
will also recognise sever-
al award-winners from re-
cent Arran drama festivals, 
including David Simp-
kin, Andy McNamara and 
James Smith.

While dealing with a se-
rious topic, some very in-
triguing and amusing 
threads are woven into the 

plotline with the involve-
ment of MI5 agents and a 
retired international assas-
sin – all of which make 
for a good combination of 
comedy and pathos.

Producers Chris and 
Jan are part-funding the 
£25,000 fi lm production, 
but are hoping to raise 
£10,000 from sponsorship 
and crowdfunding. They 
have already been backed 
by sponsorship from the 
Douglas Hotel and the 
main Co-op in Brodick but 
are hoping that others in-
terested in the project will 
contribute to their crowd-
funding campaign on Indi-
gogo.

To fi nd out more about the 
fi lm, visit www.uncowed.
com where a synopsis, cast 
and crew biography and a 
teaser trailer are available. 
There are also details about 
bullying and a mailing list 
to be kept up to date on up-
dates, screenings and relat-
ed events.

Forgotten Brodick memories recalled

The splendid photo is among the Brodick Memories on show at the library.

The latest exhibition at 
Arran library is Brodick 
Memories, which runs to 
May 29.

Brodick boy Billy Hart-
ley, eldest son of Jock and 
Nellie Hartley (nee McK-
innie) was born on Ar-
ran in 1935. Aged 19, 
he joined the Royal Air 
Force, serving in the tel-
ecommunications section 
as a teleprinter operator.

He was posted to Aden 
in the Gulf and purchased 
an AGFA 120 folding 
camera.

On his return home after 
military service in 1957, 
he used the camera to 
good effect, recording the 
Brodick social scene in 
the late 1950s and 1960s.

These  unique photo-
graphs of many of the 
Brodick worthies, in those 
far off days when cameras 
were few and far between, 

show a side of Brodick so-
cial life mostly forgotten as 

only a handful of the sub-
jects are still alive.

It has to be said that drink 
seems a recurring theme!



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                     Garden only open 9am-dusk
Cafe and Isle be Wild                                                                      Brodick Castle, 10am - 5pm 
Soap making and candle dipping                                             Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum                                                           Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm
Arran Brewery                                              Mon-Saturday  10.30am - 5pm, Tours at 11am and 2pm
                                                                                              Sunday:12:30pm - 5.00pm  Tour at 2pm

Saturday 5th May
RNLI coffee morning                                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, 10.30am - noon
RNLI shop open                                                  Lifeboat Station, Lamlash Pier, 2pm - 4pm
Rink game                                                                                                 Brodick Bowling Club, 2pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club opening day, all welcome.                        Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Jamie Clark                                   Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm
Live music – The Skunnered, return with Celtic Rock.                                   The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 6th May
Live music – Jamie Clark                                     Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – The Skunnered                                                                          The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 7th May
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Circuit training                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 6pm - 7pm
Summer bridge, visitors welcome                                   Arran High School, 6.15pm for 6.30pm start
Rink game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Mike Bailey                                 Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm

Tuesday 8th May
Healthy Outdoors                                                                NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Castle garden walk                                                                                              Brodick Castle, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                       Bowling Club, 2pm
Beginners and general queries IT– Duan Bruce          Glen Estate Lounge, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Moorings Association AGM                                                Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash, 7.30pm
Scottish country dancing                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Body Blitz                                                                         Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm

Wednesday 9th May
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning                                                                     Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Coffee morning                                                            St Bride’s Church, Brodick, 10.30am - 12noon
Chair Yoga Exercise Class                                                                   St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service   10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Dog classes                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 12.30pm
Mike Bailey concert                                                                       Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 2pm
RUNclub, mixed ability, qualifi ed coaches                                        Invercloy Co-op car park 5.30pm
Rink game                                                                                            Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Tae Kwon Do                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm 

www.arranbrewery.com
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Live music – Buchaneers                                Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                 PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock and pop bingo                                                                                Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 10th May
Morning fi tness                                                     Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Lingo Flamingo, Spanish, Pablo Illera                           Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Number16 Restaurant pop-up                                     The Arran Lodge, Lamlash 5.30pm - 9pm
Arran ladies’ netball                                                                        Arran High School, 6 - 7pm
Body Blitz                                                           Auchrannie Spa Leisure 9.30pm – 10.30pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                   Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                              Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 11th May
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
T’ai Chi and chair T’ai Chi – Sue Thurogood                 Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
Smart Recovery meeting, all welcome                         Lamlash High School, Lamlash, 6.00pm
Steak night – build your own steak from £9.99 for rump!                 The PHT, Lamlash, from 5pm
Number16 Restaurant pop-up                                 The Arran Lodge, Lamlash 5.30pm - 9pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous meeting                                                                 Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Friday night quiz                                                        Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Live music – Fatman and the Angel              Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm 
Live music – Jericho Hill, Johnny Cash Tribute Band.                       The PHT, Lamlash  9pm   

Saturday 12th May
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Number16 Restaurant pop-up                                  The Arran Lodge, Lamlash 5.30pm - 9pm
Ensemble, in aid of the Arran Trust                                                        Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Michael Clark                       Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8 - 10.30pm
Live music – Audioclass  The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Auchrannie wins a top
honour for hotel lodges
Auchrannie Resort has been named this year’s winner of 
the hotel lodges of the year award at the prestigious Scot-
tish Hotel Awards 2018, which took place in Edinburgh 
on Sunday April 22.

The annual awards, now in their 15th year, recognise 
outstanding achievements in the Scottish hospitality in-
dustry, the length and breadth of the country.

As well as winning the national award for  hotel lodges, 
Auchrannie was also noted as highly commended in the 
spa hotel category.

Collecting the award on behalf of Auchrannie was gen-
eral manager Richard Small. He said: ‘Winning a Scot-
tish Hotel Award is always a great honour. It is a refl ec-
tion of the commitment and hard work of all the team at 
Auchrannie, each of whom plays an important part in our 
continued success.’

Businesses vie for 
excellence awards
The Douglas Hotel has 
been shortlisted in the par-
ticularly competitive inde-
pendent hotel of the year 
category at this year’s Ca-
tering Scotland Excellence 
(CIS) Awards.

The Brodick hotel faces 
competition from Duns-
tane Houses in Edinburgh 
and the Lovat Loch Ness, 
which is built on the site 
of a Hanoverian fort erect-
ed to pacify the Highland 
clans after the 18th century 
Jacobite uprisings.

The Auchrannie is short-
listed in the trainee and 
employee retention award 
where it faces competition 
from the CalMac hospital-

Arran producers 
come  to the fore
Two Arran producers have 
been shortlisted for awards 
at the annual Scotland 
Food and Drink Excellence 
Awards.

Arran Blue produced at 
the Bellevue Creamery and 
Arran Dairies’ raspberry 
ripple ice -ream, both dis-
tributed under the Taste of 
Arran umbrella, have been 
shortlisted for awards un-
der the dairy category and 
the product of the year cat-
egory respectively.

Compete
Specially selected from 

273 entries, the two Arran 
products will now compete 
to be announced as win-
ners in their category at an 
award ceremony on Thurs-
day June 7, at the Edin-

General manager Richard Small collects the award. 
01_B18auchrannie01

ity apprenticeship, while 
the Scottish Salmon Com-
pany, which runs the Lam-
lash fi sh farm, is shortlisted 
for the business innovation 
award.

15th anniversary
As the country’s leading 

annual contest for the hos-
pitality, catering and tour-
ism sectors, the CIS excel-
lence awards are widely 
accepted as the ultimate 
accolade for chefs, hotels, 
restaurants, gastropubs and 
educational institutions. In 
this, their 15th anniversa-
ry, they will be presented 
at the Doubletree by Hilton 
Glasgow Central on Thurs-
day May 31.

burgh International Con-
ference Centre.

Jimmy Warnock, chair-
man of the Royal Highland 
and Agricultural Society of 
Scotland (RHASS) said: 
‘RHASS is committed to 
rewarding excellence and 
actively supporting new 
and successful talent.

‘We believe the awards 
are a valuable, and increas-
ingly important, event to 
recognise and promote the 
cream of Scotland’s crop.

‘It is an honour to cele-
brate the makers of Scot-
land’s fi nest food and 
drink, and also to refl ect 
on who are, without doubt, 
the back bone of this sector, 
our farmers who work the 
land to nourish our nation.’

The Douglas Hotel.
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ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
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Detective Bob faces his 
most harrowing murder

The front cover of Her Cold 
Eyes. 01_B17black02

New  books
It is described as fi rst-class 
Tartan Noir, with a hint of 
the supernatural, which can 
only mean one thing ... DCI 
Bob Valentine is back.

In a fourth outing for the 
Ayrshire detective, author 
Tony Black sees him return 
in Her Cold Eyes, which was 
published last week. And it 
turned out to be a momen-
tous week as is coincided 
with Tony’s departure from 
Arran to pastures new in 
Edinburgh, where his wife 
Cheryl and young son Con-
ner will shortly join him.

Tony, who has lived on 
Arran for three years, lat-
terly in Whiting Bay, is the 
author of 15 novels. 

In his latest storyline, 
when a young girl goes 
missing her mother knows 
who to blame, but nobody’s 
listening.

However, when the case 
falls to DCI Valentine, he 
has no choice but to listen. 
Haunted by the girl’s cold 
gaze and her mother’s hurt, 
the detective soon fi nds 
himself at the centre of the 
most harrowing investiga-
tion of his police career.

Uncovering a ring of rit-
ualistic abuse that leads to 
the highest echelons of a 
degraded and Satanic soci-
ety, Valentine wonders how 
the world could contain 
such evils. And then the 
bodies start to mount. And 
the demons’ defenders ap-
pear. Can the detective fi ght 
on so many fronts? Can he 
even hope to fi nd the miss-
ing, never mind the guilty?

Her Cold Eyes is a har-
rowing journey down the 
most twisting, turning rab-
bit hole, where the screams 
from below might just 
be preferable to the ones 
above. And largely set in 
Ayrshire there will be some 
familiar scenes woven into 
the plot.

Tony is no stranger to high 
praise for this work. ‘Taut, 
with a heart-wrenchingly 
honest protagonist and im-
pressive literary style, it is 
among the best of the new 
Tartan Noir’. ‘A world full 
of emotion, mystery and 
suspense. Twisty crime fi c-
tion at its best’. These were 
just two of the reviews for 
his 2014 novel Artefacts of 
the Dead, which also fea-
tures DCI Valentine.

He has been nominated 
for seven CWA Daggers 
and was runner-up in The 
Guardian’s Not the Booker 
prize for The Last Tiger in 
2014. He has written three 
crime series, a number of 

crime novellas and a col-
lection of short stories. For 
more information, and the 
latest news, visit his web-

site at www.tonyblack.net.  
Her Cold Eyes is out now 
in all good bookshops and 
online priced £7.99.

Tony with a copy of his new book bids farewell to Arran. 01_B17black01

most harrowing murdermost harrowing murdermost harrowing murder

The Old
Haybarn

Park Terrace, Lamlash

ARRAN DIGITAL L.L.P.                
on-line marketing

BEWITCHING BEAUTY              
www.bewitchingbeauty.co.uk

FULTON DECORATORS           
T : 01770 600705

commercial and domestic decoration 
throughout Arran

LAUNDRY SERVICES            
 T : 01770 601273

SALON SEVEN HAIRDRESSING           
07795567836  

 ARRAN TIP TO TOE 
07788871118

SAZZLE 
 sarahethomson@hotmail.com 

WEE STUDIO
www.lesleylockhartart.co.uk  

   

ARRAN SELF STORAGE
phone Gavin on 01770 600705

OFFICES/WORKSPACE TO LET
newly renovated, all facilities, wi-fi & parking    

T : 01770 600705
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Argyll
Gordon Buchanan, 
walks & water sports

Exactly who is Scotland’s new biggest landowner?

THE ISLE  
OF HARRIS 

FIELD SPORTS  
ON A BUDGET

STUNNING EAST 
LOTHIAN HOME

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Missing lynx: 
The case for  
a comeback
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01856 861 203 | sheilafleet.com

I 18 St Stephen St I Edinburgh

Meet the Designer

Feel the calming e�ect

of constant sea motion…

Sheila’s new collection

is launching in Stockbridge

Edinburgh 25-27 May

ARGYLL
SPECIAL

SCOTTISH FIELD HAS A FRESH NEW  
LOOK - JUNE ISSUE ON SALE NOW

Gordon Buchanan’s Argyll... Return of the 
Lynx... Stunning Harris... Meet Scotland’s 

biggest landowner... ...Budget field sports
The water is fine!
From sheltered lochs, to secluded island beaches and 
wild azure seas, Argyll offers something for every type of 
watersports enthusiast, discovers Morag Bootland 

W
ith 3,723km of 
coastline it’s 
little wonder 
that the sea 
is such a big 
part of life in 

Argyll. Wherever you are in the area you 
are never far from it, whether it be a sea 
loch, a glorious beach or on one of the 
many islands that lie off the coast.

All of this makes Argyll a prime 
destination for fans of watersports from 
surfing to snorkeling and diving to 
windsurfing and wild swimming. The 
area is also home to Scotland’s only sea 
kayak trail.

Will Self lives in Tayvallich and began 
exploring the seas around Argyll in small 
sailing boats at the age of twelve. By the 
time he was a teenager he had moved 
on to a kayak. More recently he became 
involved with his local kayaking club 
and is now a sea kayak leader who takes 
groups and individuals out exploring the 
natural and cultural heritage of Argyll.

‘I’m drawn to the area around Loch 
Sween,’ says Will. ‘It’s on my doorstep 
and it’s a great place to explore. All along 
this coastline are places where you can 
naturally pull in a kayak, a little harbour, 
or a clearing away of stones which is the 
obvious place to bring in a boat. 

‘Some of them are underneath Iron 
Age duns, so that’s a couple of thousand 
years where they have remained 
unchanged. The hand of man has been 
fairly light in these parts, which is part 
of the joy of it. 

‘The water just leads you to these 
places and then often you’ll find a little 
track that leads up to an old village or 

a mill. Sometimes you find yourself 
underneath a castle. 

‘If you were walking you would never 
get to these places as it would be a good 
old tramp through the bracken. The 
way people moved about in the past was 
predominantly through sea routes. The 
fast route from Glasgow to Inverness 
even a couple of hundred years ago was 
to come out here to Argyll and go up the 
Crinan Canal and then the Caledonian 
Canal as the roads were so terrible.’

Will encounters a vast array of 
wildlife as he explores the indented 
coastline in his kayak, including red 
deer, golden eagles and sea eagles, red 
squirrels and even the Eurasian beavers 
who now call Knapdale home. 

‘We have golden eagles coming across 
the Sound of Jura and you see them most 
in the winter when daylight is limited 
and they are hungry – they come out 
between storms to hunt. I see otters 
regularly and seals all the time. In a 
kayak you can get really close, they don’t 
seem to mind, you can slide up very close 
before they even notice you.’

Will likes to encourage people to 
share in his experiences, but due to the 
potentially hazardous nature of the 
waters he’s keen to stress the importance 
of being suitably trained, or to only 
venture out with the help of a guide. 

‘You’ve got some really challenging 
water like the Gulf of Corryvreckan, 
which has the world’s third largest 
whirlpool in the middle of it. It’s a boiling 
mass of ripping tides which are very 
exciting, but also very dangerous. We 
also have nice sheltered lochs, great big 
long fingers that go up, and they can 

Left: Iona Barr swimming at Keills with Paps of 
Jura in the background. Below: Will Self is a  

sea kayak leader in Argyll. 
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The rugged landscape of Argyll, from windswept beaches 
to towering Munros, is filled with a rich, regal history as 
well as a sense of being on the edge of the world.

In some ways this is accurate; the beaches of the Kintyre 
peninsula, such as Machrihanish, are a top destination for 
surfers from across the world, with huge waves rolling in off 
the Atlantic. Further west are the Paps of Jura, remote hills 
overlooking the isolated beauty of windswept Islay, from where 
the next landfall is North America.

Back on the mainland a different waterside stroll can be 
enjoyed by the Crinan Canal, a nine-mile link between the 
Sound of Jura and Loch Gilp. Above the canal is Dunadd Fort, 
which was originally a small Iron Age hill fort where the Kings 
of Dalriada were thought to have been crowned between 500 
and 900AD – a footprint in a flat stone at the top is believed to 
have been part of the coronation ritual.

More history can be found at the nearby Kilmartin Glen 
which has more than 350 historic sites within a six-mile radius. 
A line of chambered cairns in the glen date back more than 
5,000 years but are not treated like Stonehenge with big fences. 
Clambering into them is allowed, as long as you take care.

If entering Argyll from Glasgow, you leave Loch Lomond 
and are confronted with a view of the gnarled rockfaces of the 
Cobbler; not the highest point, but the most dramatic mountain 
in the Arrochar Alps. This is somewhere walkers have been 
enjoying since Victorian times and especially since the early 
part of the last century when workers from shipyards and 
factories of the Clyde would head up at weekends, sometimes 
making the journey by bicycle. 

Once they had enjoyed a day among the rocky summits, 
many slept in bivouacs under the rocks, such as the Narnain 
Boulders passed on the way up to the Cobbler. Another way 
into the area is on the ferry from Greenock to Dunoon, the 

The wild landscapes of Argyll offer walkers dramatic scenery, rich history 
and a very real sense of being at the very edge of the earth, finds Jamie Dey

GETTING AWAY FROM IT ALL

short boat trip across the Firth of Clyde making it feel like 
you are truly journeying to a remote area. Beyond Dunoon 
lies the Cowal Peninsula with pretty villages and the beaches 
and rocky coast of the Isle of Bute to the south. Going north 
you reach Puck’s Glen, home to one of the best short walks in 
Scotland. You can see why it was given the name as you walk 
through a deep cleft lined with moss-covered rock and dripping 
vegetation. When the sunlight glints on the burn below you 
almost expect to see the sprite himself. 

More greenery, on a much larger scale, is found along the 
road at Benmore Botanic Garden, a great place to wander for 
as long as you like with displays of rhododendrons and other 
imported blooms, as well as giant American redwoods. Further 
north is another good man-made place for a stroll. Ardkinglas 
has a brilliant woodland garden above Loch Fyne and is a 
perfect destination before or after lunch at the famous oyster 
bar down the road (or try The George in Inveraray).

On the west of Argyll’s coast is Oban, a gateway to the 
Inner and Outer Hebrides and somewhere to enjoy seafood 
by the harbour, or take a trip to see basking sharks, dolphins 
and possibly whales. To reach the town by road you pass the 
Cruachan range of mountains which include two Munros and 
make for one of the finest mountain circuits anywhere in the 
country.

Arriving in Argyll from the north, more fine mountain 
landscapes are reached as you head south of Rannoch Moor 
(the huge massif of Bidean nam Bian above Glencoe is the 
highest point of the former county of Argyll). This is an area for 
mountaineers and hillwalkers and the Bridge of Orchy is a good 
spot to base yourself, not only because of its wonderful hotel.

But whether it is the mountains, glens or coast, the chance 
of seeing wildlife amid the stunning scenery, from eagles – sea 
and golden – to red deer, is always present.
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FAMILY WALKS IN ARGYLL

Balcary Point and Rascarrel Bay.
The sumptuous Balcary Bay Hotel is a good place 
to start and finish a walk. A five-mile stroll to 
work up an appetite leads up to Balcary Point and 
along cliff tops with little sea stacks just offshore. 
With twisted Scots pines standing tall next to the 
coast, the scenery can look Mediterranean on a 
clear sunny day (if a little cooler) as a return is 
made by the quiet Rascarrel Bay.

Dun na Cuaiche, Inveraray
Above Inveraray Castle, the home of the dukes of 
Argyll, is the little hill of Dun na Cuaiche. The way 
up is a good test of the lungs but it only takes a 
little over an hour to reach the stone watchtower 
at the top, with great views down Loch Fyne and 
across Argyll. Afterwards, the bars and hotels of 
Inveraray are a good bet although ignoring the 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar is always di�cult. 

Puck’s Glen, near Dunoon
About six miles north of Dunoon is Puck’s Glen 
and a brilliant short walk. If you have young 
children with you, the stroll of an hour and a 
half can be much longer if a few fairy tales are 
told as you make your way along the path, steps 
and bridges in this little gorge, filled with green 
vegetation like something out of a storybook. The 
Cothouse Inn is a great place to end the day.

Ardshiel Hotel
www. ardshiel.co.uk
01586 552133 

Creggans Inn
www.creggans-inn.co.uk
01369 860279

Island Bakery Organics
www.islandbakery.co.uk
01688 302223

Portvadie Loch Fyne
www.portavadie.com
01700 811075 

South Trodigal Cottage
www.hightrodigal.co.uk
01586 810305

Whitetail Spirits Limited
www.whitetailgin.com

Wild Diamond Watersports, Tiree
www.wilddiamond.co.uk
07712 159205

Tighnabruaich Sailing School
www.tssargyll.co.uk
01700 811717

Explore Argyll
www.exploreargyll.co.uk

Wild Swimmers on Scotland’s West 
Coast
wildswimmers.wordpress.com

Outdoor Swimming Society
www.outdoorswimmingsociety.com

Sound of Jura Seaweeds Marine 
Botanical Art
soundofjuraseaweeds.com

DIRECTORY
ARGYLL

Above: Hikers walk 
on Beinn Artair, 

‘The Cobbler’. 

Kilmartin Glen 
has more than 

350 historic sites 
within a six-mile 

radius

“

ARGYLL

www.scottishfield.co.uk 85www.scottishfield.co.uk84

AREA FOCUS

provide very sheltered conditions. This 
variety is part of the appeal of the place.’ 

One of the islands off the Argyll 
coast is Tiree, renowned for its beautiful 
beaches. The island is a mecca for 
windsurfers and home to the Tiree Wave 
Classic, the world’s longest standing 
professional windsurfing competition. 

Willie Maclean runs Wild Diamond 
Watersports on the island and the Wave 
Classic. Wild Diamond started with 
windsurfing and surfing then sand 
yachting and kite surfing came shortly 
afterwards. They have now added 
kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding and 
dinghy sailing to their portfolio.

Willie grew up on Tiree and his love 
of watersports began with windsurfing. 
‘I was an uncomfortable child because 
I wasn’t very good at anything sporty,’ 
says Willie. ‘I had a friend who was the 
son of a fisherman and an excellent 
swimmer and he started windsurfing. 

‘He nagged me for weeks to try it and 
eventually he twisted my arm up my 
back and I agreed to give it a go. I went 
out for a few hours and didn’t fall off,  
I appeared to be a bit of a natural.’ 

Willie spent the next few years with 
his recently retired grandfather, who 
took him around the island and helped 
him through his training. When he left 
the island to run a watersports centre 
in County Kerry on the south coast of 
Ireland, he didn’t expect to return, but 
unemployment struck and on a visit to 
family on Tiree a unique opportunity 
presented itself to take on a watersports 
business on his home island. 

‘Coming back to Tiree in my early 
20s was a bitter pill to swallow,’ Willie 
remembers. ‘But a good friend told me 
that I shouldn’t be the guy who looks 
back in 20 years’ time and regrets not 
going for it. Now I’m at that point in my 
life and I don’t regret a single minute.’ 

Willie’s favourite place on Tiree is 
Maze Beach on the west coast. ‘It is 
arguably the home of windsurfing on 
Tiree,’ he says. ‘It’s very removed from 
the embrace of human culture – there 
are no houses and no vehicles – it’s an 

untouched paradise from that point of view. Everyone 
has a soft spot for Maze Beach but all the beaches here 
are world-class on their day.’

Willie took on hosting the Tiree Wave Classic just 
over three years ago. The competition lasts for around 
a week and is held each year in the third week of 
October. It is the longest running windsurfing event 
on the planet, a unique accolade for Scotland, Argyll 
and Tiree. The competition attracts a mix of national 
and international competitors as well as youth 
competitors.

 ‘There’s a real festival feel to the event now,’ says 
Willie. ‘Alongside the competition there’s hospitality 
and we showcase lots of local food, breweries and 
distilleries. Overall, there are probably around 200 
people who come to the festival. Around 70 of these 
are competitors, 30 or so are members of the press, 
and about 100 are spectators. Around half a million 
people watch the Tiree Wave Classic on TV each year. 

‘My wife and I are full-time partners in Wild 
Diamond. We’re never going to get rich quick, but it 
does provide a very comfortable lifestyle for me and 
my family. My kids are outdoors all the time and 
involved in sport – life is good.’

For those who prefer a more leisurely way to 
experience Argyll’s stunning coast, there’s the option 
to set sail. Argyll is world-renowned as a sailing 
destination and the perfect place for beginners to 
learn is Tighnabruaich Sailing School. Fiona McPhail 
has been at the helm of the school – the oldest in the 
country – with her husband Derek since 1999. 

‘I didn’t learn to sail as such, I was brought up 
doing it,’ Fiona tells me. ‘It was one of those processes 
that I started as a baby and was a learned process. 
Mum and Dad had a small boat which was based at 
Gourock and then on Loch Fyne, where we spent a lot 
of time and used it as a base to sail out west.’

The school teaches dinghy sailing to budding 
seafarers of all ages, as well as running power boating 
classes. Fiona is keen to attract more sailors to 
experience what Argyll has to offer. ‘We are so lucky 
here,’ she says. ‘You just need to sail anywhere else in 
the UK to realise that. 

‘Everywhere else, you leave the harbour and turn 
right or left, but in Argyll you’ve got island after 
island. You’ve got nearly 4,000km of coastline to 
play with, without even going out of the area. It is 
renowned for world-class sailing, particularly around 
the Kyles of Bute where we are based.

‘Argyll’s secret coast is so close to Glasgow; I think 
if everyone knew how close it was and how easy it is 
to get to, we would be mobbed. I love sailing round 

Clockwise from top left: Sound 
of Jura swimmers at Carsaig, 
looking across the Sound to Jura; 
kite surfing is popular on Tiree; 
sailors from Tighnabruaich 
Sailing School; sailing off 
Ardlamont Point; a Dart 
catamaran; kayaks on Danna.

The Tiree Wave Classic is the 
longest-running windsurfing event 
on the planet“
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I was born in Dunbartonshire, but my 
family moved to Mull when I was very 
young. It was a huge decision made 

by my mother and for the first few years 
of our life on Mull we (my two brothers 
and sister and I) lived in a caravan 
near Tobermory. We spent our entire 
childhood outside exploring the island.

I didn’t really see the point of school. 
I could read and write and always knew 
that studying physics or maths wasn’t 
going to be relevant to what I wanted to 
do. We had to do a science so my friend 
and I went to the headmaster and told 
him that we wanted to be chefs and 
asked if could we do food nutrition as a 
science. To our absolute shock he said 
yes. I actually really enjoyed it and did 
learn to cook. 

My report cards always said I needed 
to try harder and was capable of more. 
I wasn’t seen to be disruptive at school, 
but actually a lot of the disruption in 
class emanated from me. I usually had 
the ideas and would manipulate someone 
else into carrying them out.

For me, everything to do with school 
was a total pain in the arse because it got 
in the way of being outside. For a while 
I worked at a trekking centre and got 
to ride a lot which I loved. I wanted to 
spend all my time riding about, as well 
as reading and writing. I think when I 
didn’t have a teacher telling me to do 
something, I actually quite enjoyed it. 

I was once asked back to Tobermory 
High School to present the end of year 
prizes. I guess they assumed that as I had 
done alright in life I was probably hard-
working at school. I made a speech for 
the kids that were sitting there knowing 
that their name wouldn’t be read out. 

I said that the end of your education 
is not the end of your life, it is just the 
beginning, and that I had left school at 16 
with no qualifications. The headmaster 
was scowling so I quickly added, ‘But I 
encourage everyone to work hard and do 
the best you can…’ I haven’t been asked 
back since. 

When I was a teenager I worked in a restaurant in 
Tobermory called The Captain’s Table, washing up at the 
weekends and in the school holidays. It was owned by Anne and 
Nick Gordon. Anne ran the restaurant and Nick was a wildlife 
cameraman for Survival Anglia, who were the biggest wildlife 
production company of the day. The phone was near the sink so 
I would often answer it and it would be Nick on a very crackly 
line saying, ‘Hi, it’s Nick... I am in Guyana… or China...’

I think for a boy who had never been abroad and never been 
on a plane, to be on the phone to somebody who was in such an 
exotic place, or somewhere I had never even heard of, was just 
fascinating. I would ask Anne what he was doing there, how 
long he was there for and when he’d get back.

By that time I was 16 and was weighing up my options. I 
loved watching wildlife documentaries and couldn’t think of 
anything better to do with my life than travelling the world 
making them. Nick’s study was full of strange and exotic 
collections of things he had picked up on his travels, such as a 
huge anaconda skin, an otter skull, a dried piranha, hundreds 
of maps and boxes of equipment. To be in such an alien 
environment was intoxicating. I remember just standing in 
there gawping at the walls in complete wonder and awe. 

Nick and I got on very well and I would often run errands 
for him. He needed an assistant and I never once thought that 
he would offer me the job – I didn’t even fish for it. But one day 
he did and I jumped at the chance. I’d never been to London 
before, I’d never been on a plane, I’d never been anywhere. I 
went into school the next day and instead of going to maths, I 
went to the headmaster’s office and said I was leaving.

Our first trip was to Sierra Leone for a year and a half and I 
was naive about what it was going to be like. I thought of Africa 

Award-winning wildlife filmmaker and presenter Gordon Buchanan 
explains how growing up on Mull shaped his life and fascinating career

WILD AT HEART

Right: Gordon near Eas Fors Waterfall, overlooking the Isle of Ulva 
Below: Gordon (middle) with his mother and brothers. 

I loved wildlife 
documentaries and 
couldn’t think of 
anything better than 
travelling the world 
making them

“
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Historical society learns 
of the Arran hand beast
Arran Historical Society 
members enjoyed an enter-
taining and interesting talk 
on the geology of Arran and 
some of the animals which 
have inhabited the island, 
including the Arran hand 
beast, at its April meeting, 
writes Hugh Brown.

The talk was conduct-
ed by Dr Neil Clark of the 
Hunterian museum in Glas-
gow, who visited Arran to 
see a recent discovery of 

Sketch of what the 3.5-metre Arran hand beast may have looked like. 

Dr Neil Clark, 
pictured with his 
wife Clare, 
entertained the 
Arran Historical 
Society members 
with a talk of 
prehistoric beasts 
and Arran geology.

chirotherium (hand beast) 
footprints preserved in rock 
at Kilmory. The discovery 
has now been recorded by 
a team of geologists. The 
footprints were formed in 
very wet mud and had been 
partially fi lled by the mud 
before being preserved.

The fi rst chirotherium 
footprint was found in a 
university geology store 
and traced back to Arran. 
The chirotherium was like 

a crocodile with longer legs 
under its body. Translat-
ed from Greek, the name 
means hand beast. This re-
lates to the rear footprint 
with four fi ngers (claws) 
and a pinkie sticking out 
at right angles like the fi ve 
digits of a human hand.

After the fi rst report of 
the discovery, the speaker 
found one near the King’s 
Cave and other footprints 
and tracks have also since 
been found round the 
South end.

The footprints vary in 
size and shape. Further dis-
coveries may help to clari-
fy more details of the beast 
and help us to understand 
more, including what it ate.  
It lived during the Trias-
sic period when the climate 
was hot and desert-like and 
Scotland had moved north 
of the equator, level with 
North Africa.

The fi rst and oldest fossil 
track found is at Laggan on 
the Northend of the island. 
This was of an immense 
millipede called arthopleu-
ra.

The tracks are from the 
Carboniferous period when 
Scotland was near the 
equator with a tropical cli-
mate and immense forests 
which formed the coal de-
posits.

The British Isles forma-
tion was explained by Dr 
Clark, starting with their 
location in the ancient con-
tinent of Pangaea, south of 
the equator. Scotland and 
England were apart in the 
middle of the continent. 
Pangea moved north and 
the land of Scotland and 
England rose and fell be-
low the sea level with thick 
sediments being deposited 
over hundreds of millions 
of years.

Pangaea split up forming 
the Atlantic. The vast tec-
tonic forces formed the ge-
ological faults present to-
day in Scotland, England 
and the granite and lava 
rocks of Arran.

The latest geological tech-
niques have been used to 
uncover the geology below 
ground level on Arran and 
this will be published next 

year in the geological map.
The granite Northend 

seems to be a laccolith and 
the Southend a collapsed 
caldera. This is like the 
structure of Yellowstone 
Park in the USA and per-
haps would have had ac-
tive vents and hot springs 
as well as a volcano.

Dr Clark rounded off the 
talk by referring to Corrie-
gills pitchstone. It would 
appear to be a substitute 
for fl int in the Stone Age 
and pitchstone arrowheads 
have been found all over 
Scotland, England and Ire-
land.

The next meeting of the 
society will be on Monday 
May 21, at 2pm in  Brodick 
Hall where Hugh Watson 
of the Kilmarnock and Dis-
trict Historical Society will 
discuss the connections be-
tween a Kilmarnock heir-
ess and the Duke of Port-
land. Prior to that, a fi eld 
trip to Lochranza will take 
place on Saturday May 12. 
The secretary can be con-
tacted on 303577 to book 
a place.
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Quarry row
More than 70 villagers attended a single- 
issue meeting about the quarrying of sand 
from Sannox at Corrie Hall.

Sannox resident Bill Logie asserted that 
the environment was being degraded and 
that nobody was doing anything about it. 
Granted permission for 10 years of sand 
removal in 1983, under the condition 
that the operator must reinstate the land-
scape as they worked it, local construc-
tion fi rm Thomson took over the opera-
tion about 1991. With permission having 
lapsed, and no attempt at land reinstate-
ment having taken place, a new applica-
tion for a further 25 years is pending. Iain 
Thomson explained his position by iden-
tifying problems that prevented reinstate-
ment but gave assurances that – were the 
latest application passed – he would begin 
reinstatement immediately.

Land owner Charles Fforde, who leases 
the land, and the previous Cunninghame 
District Council were also blamed for lay-
ing down conditions but not enforcing 
them.

The Gathering
Next week at Whiting Bay Hall, a most 
extraordinary event will take place. A 
group of players and singers who com-
bine ancient Scottish music with the tech-

Peter Albrich, who 
runs the Carraig Mhor 
Restaurant in Lamlash 

with wife Penny, has 
made it to the � nal six 
chefs in the Drambuie 

Scottish Chef of the 
Year Awards.  01_B18twe01

niques of the modern day will come to 
Arran as the fi rst stop-off point on a tour of 
the Highlands.

The four musicians will perform mu-
sic which ranges from voice and percus-
sion to ambionic sound which will allow 
people the opportunity to see and hear the 
fearsome carnyx, the Pictish war-horn car-
ried six feet above the player’s head. It is 
formed of bronze, in the shape of a wild 
boar’s head, complete with bristling mane 
and angry red eyes, and the sound of it is 
enough to make any opposing army drop 
its swords and run.

Described by viewers at previous perfor-
mances as ‘one of the most moving expe-
riences of my life’ and ‘it made the hairs 
rise on the back of my neck’, the event is 
not to be missed.

Brownie remembrance
Last Saturday morning a tree was planted 
in the grounds of Whiting Bay Church. A 
tall narrow conifer, it had been purchased 
by Whiting Bay Brownies.

It was planted in memory of the late 
Nellie Walters, formerly of Kildonan, who 
had given a lifetime of service to the Guide 
movement. In dedication, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson paid tribute to Nellie’s service as 
a Guide and Commissioner on Arran from 
the fi rst time she served in Brownies in 
Singapore in 1955.

Brodick and Lamlash 
were the two � nal teams 
in the Kiscadale Salver 
competition. The players 
included: Liz Paul, 
Barbara Hendry, Yvonne 
Brothers, Isobel Mac-
Donald, Linda Johnston, 
Sheena Murchie, 
Elizabeth McKellar, 
Margaret Bryce, Dorothy 
Rae and Ellie Jones. 
01_B18twe03

Trophy winners of the Arran Ladies’ Gol� ng Union were Lillian Tod, Yvonne Brothers, Ellie 
Jones, Liz Paul, Sheena Murchie, Fiona Crawford, Elizabeth Kelso and Linda Johnston. 
01_B18twe02

A total of 43 runners, half of them from the mainland, took part in the Ormidale 10k road 
race, the � rst to start from the new Ormidale Sports Pavilion. 01_B18twe05

More than 20 Arran artists displayed their work at the Whiting Bay Hall exhibition over 
the weekend when around 50 artworks were on show. 01_B18twe04
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!
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The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
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DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Page 20

UNDER £50 SALES
Vacuum cleaner, Morphy 
Richards - Vorticity. Very 
good condition £40. Tel: 
01770 302925
Boys, aged 10-12years Gul 
Wetsuit. Condition as new. 
Offers welcome.Tel: 07792 
452814

WANTED
A large Anvil, any condi-
tion accepted. Tel: 07792 
452814.
Small piece of roofi ng felt 
approximately 3ft 6ins x 4ft 
6ins. Will collect.
Tel: 01770 850296
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property

HOUSEKEEPERS  REQUIRED
The Arran Team is looking for reliable and 

conscientious housekeepers for various 
locations across the island.

Competitive rates of pay and incentives.

If you are interested, please contact us on 
303113 or call into our o�  ce at 

The Douglas Centre, Brodick.

Lamlash Moorings Association 
AGM

Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash
Tuesday 8th May at 7.30pm

All members Welcome

NOTICE OF CONSULTATION OF PROPOSED LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
AND DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

North Ayrshire Council has published a Proposed Local Development Plan (PLDP) and 
Draft Environmental Report and is seeking representations.
The PLDP sets out how the Council will guide development and investment in the area 
over the next 20 years. It contains specific information on locations proposed for new 
development as well as policies to guide the determination of planning applications. 
Representations are required to be concise (limited to 2,000 words plus any limited 
supporting documents) and be made by email, electronic document as attachments. 
The Council has published a form to assist with submissions which is available on the 
Council’s website. Drop in events are scheduled for locations around North Ayrshire, 
covering each of the 6 localities of North Ayrshire. Details of these events have been 
published on the Council’s website.
Copies of the PLDP and Environmental Report can be inspected free of charge at 
Cunninghame House, Irvine, KA12 8EE during business hours. The PLDP can also be 
viewed at any public library in North Ayrshire and on the Councils website at  
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/planning-and-building-standards/ldp/ldp2.
Representations to both the Proposed LDP and the Environmental Report should be 
sent to Strategic Planning Team at ldp@north-ayrshire.gov.uk or by post to Planning 
Services, Economy and Communities, North Ayrshire Council, Cunninghame House, 
Irvine, KA12 8EE no later than 29 June 2018.

[A841 LAMLASH, ISLE OF ARRAN] 
(TEMPORARY WAITING RESTRICTIONS) ORDER 2018

A841 Lamlash, from Clauchlands Road to Undercliffe Health Centre is to be subject 
to temporary waiting restrictions under the terms of Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic 
Regulations Act, 1984, as amended by Schedule 1 of the Road Traffic (Temporary 
Restrictions) Act 1991 from Tuesday 8 May 2018 at 8am and will remain in operation 
until 5pm on Tuesday 15 May 2018 for Carriageway Improvement Works. This Order 
will remain in force until the expiry of the aforementioned period or until the works 
are completed whichever is the earlier.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash Written representations may be made to the 
Executive Director (Economy & Communities) at the above address or emailed to 
eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 25 May 2018. Any representations received will 
be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS 
IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Listed Building Consent.
18/00355/LBC; 6 Alma Terrace, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8BA; Internal alterations 
including replacement front door and installation of roof light  
to front elevation.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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Operations 
Manager
Salary: £30,000 pro rata
Fixed term 12 month contract
20 hours per week
We are seeking to recruit an enthusiastic team 
leader.  Candidate should have knowledge 
of Third Sector and Health and Social Care at 
operational level.  You will be based in Lamlash 
but should be available for some mainland 
travel on a regular basis.
Applicants should have strong leadership 
and management qualities, knowledge of 
community capacity building and experience 
of � nancial control. Good verbal, written and 
IT communication skills are essential.
For a recruitment pack contact Vicki Yuill, 
CEO on 01770 600611 or email 
vicki.yuiII@arrancvs.org.uk
Closing date for applications: 
Friday 25th May 2018

Arran
Letting Company

Thinking of renting
your property?

Rent conf idently with
The Arran Letting Company.

Professional Island based Residential property management
service. Let us take care of it, from a simple tenant f inding service
to comprehensive management of single or multiple properties.

Have a spare room?
Let it earn you £7,500 a year tax free.

Our rent a room service will match you with the right tenant.

For a no obligation quote please call Caroline Hester on
01770 499101 E: rentals@arranletting.com W: www.arranletting.com
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATHS

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 6th May 

Lochranza Church, 9.30am. 
Morning Service.

Pirnmill Church, 10.45am. 
Morning Service

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship including 

the sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper.

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship including 
the sacrament of the

Lord’s Supper.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm including the
sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 6th May

 Holy Communion, 11am. 
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Communion Weekend

Saturday 5th May
Preparatory Service, 7pm

Hazelbank, Pirnmill
Sunday 6th May

Morning Service, 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome
Monday 7th May

Thanksgiving Service, 7pm
Hazelbank, Pirnmill
Services taken by

Rev. John MacLeod, Tarbat
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 6th May
Mrs Liz Clarke
Kilmory - 10am

Lamlash - 11.30am.
In Lamlash: Praise Service 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Saturday 5th May
Vigil Mass, 7.30pm

Sunday 6th May
Sunday Morning Mass, 11am

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 6th May
The Sacrament of

 Communion will be
 celebrated by the

 minister, Rev Elizabeth
 Watson at 10.30am.

  This Table belongs only to 
Jesus and all who love Him 

are most welcome.
 There will be the usual

activities in the Church Hall 
for our young people.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after

the service.  
There will be a service in Co-
oriedoon at 2.30pm to which 

all friends are welcome.       

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 6th May

Service 11am, Ormidale
Pavilion, Brodick

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for 

bible study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine, 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

EASDALE: Peacefully at 
Montrose House, Brodick on 
25th April 2018. Allan lov-
ing uncle and great uncle of 
the family. Funeral service to 
which all friends are invited at 
Woodside Crematorium, Pais-
ley on Wednesday 9th May at 
12 noon.
HOTCHKISS: Peacefully, at 
Arran War Memorial Hospi-
tal on Wednesday, 25th April 
2018. Mary, beloved wife of 
George, mother of Angus and 
the rest of the family. Funer-
al service at Masonhill Crema-
torium on Tuesday, 8th May 
at 1.15pm. Family and close 
friends invited.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday April 26, Sum-
mer Stableford, CSS 64. 
1 Drew Wales 35pts BIH, 
2 Paul Jameson 35pts, 3 
Andy Smith 33pts. Scratch 
Neil Young 27pts. Mag-
ic twos Ian Bremner @5th, 
Iain Parker @16th.

Sunday April 29, Hastings 
Mug, fi rst round, CSS 64. 1 
Serge El Adm 76-15=61, 2 
Iain Murchie 68-5=63 BIH, 
over Ian Bremner 70-7=63. 
Scratch Iain Murchie 68. 
Magic twos Ian Bremner 
@16th.

Ladies Section: Wednes-
day April 11, Medal 1, 
CSS 64, par 64, 7 played. 
1 Sheena Murchie  80-
16=64, 2 Yvonne Brothers  
87-18=69. Scratch Sheena 
Murchie 80.

Wednesday April 25, 
Stroke 1, CSS 67, par 65, 9 
played. 1 Yvonne Brothers 

88-19=69, 2 Gay Mackay 
94-24=70, 3 Alison Heron  
92-22=70. Scratch Yvonne 
Brothers 88.

Fixtures: Friday May 4, 
Seniors Bowl. Lamlash v 
Whiting Bay at Shiskine at 
5pm. Sunday May 6, AGA 
Spring Handicap at Lam-
lash at 10.30am. Thurs-
day May 10, Summer Cup, 
make up own games, see 
starter for times.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday April 14, E 
Rankin match. Corrie re-
corded a narrow win with 
260pts over Machrie who 
scored 257pts.

Wednesday April 18, 
Wednesday Medal. 1 
A Smith 74-11=63, 2 
R McLean 82-14=68. 
Scratch, A Smith. There 
was no winner of the Mag-
ic twos so the rollover con-
tinues.

Wednesday April 27, 
Wednesday medal, eight 
played. A Smith won with 
a better inward half over J 
Adams. Magic twos R Lo-
gan and J McConnachie.

Saturday April 28, Med-

al. 1 R Logan 69-6=63 and 
scratch.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday April 25, Sum-
mer Cup, 28 played, CSS 
65. 1 Jimmy Armit 76-
12=64 ACB, 2 Iain Keen 
74-10=64, 3 Bill Don-
aldson 84-17=67 ACB. 
Scratch Ewan McKinnon 
70. Sunday April 29, Bran-
don qualifi er, 18 played, 
CSS 66. 1 Donald McKin-
nie 74-11=63 ACB, 2 Gor-
don Hendry 68-5=63, 3 
Alistair Hume 78-10=68. 
Scratch G Hendry 68.

Fixture: Sunday May 
6, AGA Spring Handi-
cap (Guy Spier Trophy) at 
Lamlash.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Fixtures: Saturday May 5,  
Hugh Steel Cup, over 50, 9 
hole competition with open 
sweep tee off 12.30pm. 
Tuesday, May 8, Peter 
Sutton/Lady Mary tee off 
12.30pm and 5.30pm.

Arran Golfers
Association
Friday April 27, AGA 

Senior Bowl, round one. 
Machrie beat Lochranza, 
Whiting Bay beat Brod-
ick, Lamlash beat Corrie. 
The course looked stunning 
and the greens were fast, a 
couple of wee bumps here 
and there, but, on the whole 
fabby, so a big thank you to 
Stuart, Paul, Jack, Lois and 
Glen, and Dougie for look-
ing after the auld yins at the 
start, and thanks to Jock 
and Willie for patrolling 
the course keeping an eye 
on the matches and collat-
ing the results.

Fixtures: Friday May 4, 
AGA Senior Bowl, round 
two, start time 4.30pm. 
Shiskine v Machrie, Whit-
ing Bay v Lamlash. Once 
again, if teams are run-
ning late, you must get in 
touch with the starters box, 
and if other teams are there 
and ready to go, then they 
can be put out fi rst. Point 
of note please, there has 
been some slow play out 
there, which causes frustra-
tion for others, try and keep 
the games moving along, 
so that the ones at the end 
don’t fi nish too late.

Brodick bowlers 
off to flying start
Brodick bowlers got their 
season off to a fl ying start 
with the fi rst bowl of the 
season taking place on 
a bright sunlit day at the 
Brodick Bowling Club rink 
last Saturday.

Opening the season, Andy 
McCrindle bowled the fi rst 
jack to the delight of the 
watching members who en-
joyed the ensuing game of 
bowls with more than 21 
bowlers taking part.

The club has issued an 
open invitation to anyone 
who would like to try out 
the game, or learn the rules, 

to visit the rink any day 
during the week between 
10.30am and 4.30pm. 
Members who are on duty 
will be very willing to ex-
plain the game and allow 
novices to have a go.

Traditionally thought of 
as an older persons sport, 
the club actually has mem-
bers of all ages and abili-
ties, and has equipment for 
adults and children to use.

Rink games are held at 
6.45pm each Monday and 
Wednesday, and on a Sat-
urday at 2pm. Visitors are 
always welcomed and all 
equipment and sage advice 
is provided if required.

Brodick Bowling Club members pose for a group photo-
graph before play got underway. 01_B18bowls01

Andy McCrindle 
bowls the � rst 
bowl of the 
season at Brodick. 
01_B18bowls02
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Ladies tickled pink with 
Stirling Wanderers’ visit
Arran Ladies hockey club, 
fresh from completing all 
of their league games, en-
joyed a visit from the Stir-
ling Wanderers for a friend-
ly match, some socialising 
and a shared appreciation 
of the game.

Far removed from the 
usual competitive match-
es, the two teams met for 
a knockabout which result-

ed in a score very loosely 
calculated to be about sev-
en points to the Wanderers’ 
three – but the score didn’t 
really matter.

The Stirling Wanderers 
set up a camp – with per-
mission from the Ormi-
dale Pavilion – for the du-
ration of their visit and 
spent an enjoyable time 
away, camping in tents and 

a large recreational vehicle. 
Making an entire weekend 
of their visit, the Ladies 
spent team-building time 
with each other, played a 
fun and informal game, and 
socialised with their Arran 
counterparts at the Ormi-
dale Hotel afterwards.

In keeping with the fun 
atmosphere, hosts Ar-
ran Ladies had a pre-game 
warm-up aerobics session 
attended by both teams and 
led by Kirstie Barton and 
Pauline Reid who donned a 
pink wig for the occasion. 

Adding to the zany and 
fun spirit of the game the 
Arran Ladies also wore 
bright pink tutus which 
matched their pink tops.

Billy Dunlop and Pauline 
Reid umpired the game, as-
sisted by Kirstie Barton and 
Cat Galbraith, who allowed 
Pauline Reid some time off 
so she could enjoy playing.

Kirsty Barton and Pauline Reid lead the Arran and Stirling players in a warm up dance routine.  01_B18hockey01

Pretty in pink, the Arran Ladies donned pink tutus for the match. 01_B18hockey02
Elyse Aitken is supported by team-mates Susie Murchie 
and Kirstie Barton. 01_B18hockey04

Shiskine Football Club pictured with coach David Napier before the Arran Haul-
age Cup game against Northend. 01_B18footy02

Players scramble for the ball posi-
tioned uncomfortably close to 

the Northend goal. 01_B18footy06

A Shiskine attempt at goal from 
the corner of the pitch goes over 
the bar. 01_B18footy05
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Northend 3
Shiskine 2

Arran Haulage Cup

Northend secure semis 
place after narrow win
The new Arran football 
season kicked off on Mon-
day night with the prelim-
inary match of the Arran 
Haulage Cup.

Shiskine travelled to 
Lochranza to take on Nor-
thend which has become a 
tasty fi xture in recent years. 
Northend raced into a three- 
goal lead with Andy Mc-
Namara scoring fi rst from 
the penalty spot. Dominic 
Demazeux scored the sec-
ond before David Jameson 
added a third.

Northend’s Jean Demazeux and a Shiskine player 
battle for possession. 01_B18footy03

Shiskine started a come-
back in the second half with 
Donald Mulholland scoring 
a penalty, before last year’s 
young player of the year, 
Cammy Thomson made it 
3-2 and the fi ght was back 
on. However, despite a 
few penalty claims late on 
from Shiskine the North-
enders held on to set up a 
semi-fi nal away to Brodick 
on Monday May 7. David 
Jameson was awarded the 
man of the match award for 
Northend.

Lamlash will host Sou-
thend in the other semi fi -
nal of the cup on the same 
night.

Northend pictured with coach Christopher Trail before Monday night’s game. 01_B18footy01

Concentration etched on their faces, Shiskine
players on the attack. 01_B18footy04

A Northend player jumps to avoid this determined 
tackle. 01_B18footy07

See page 23 for more photographs


