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I’ll haul anvil up Goatfell 
if it helps my little Roisin

Continued on page 3

Davy Ballantyne with an anvil similar to the one he will haul up Goatfell. 01_B18anvil01

REPORT
by COLIN SMEETON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

A Kilmory man will attempt 
to haul a 120kg anvil to the 
top of Goatfell to raise money 
for charity next week.

Davy Ballantyne, 54, who 
is known as ‘Big Davy’ to his 
friends, will attempt what he 
believes to be a unique chal-
lenge over fi ve days dressed 
in a kilt and lugging the 
huge anvil, the weight of an 
18-and-a-half stone man, up 
every one of the 2,866 feet.

He has set himself a target 
of raising £3,000 for the Ju-
venile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF) which is 
the world’s leader in char-
itable funding for type 1 di-
abetes research and he has 
already raised nearly £1,000.

Passionate
Diabetes research is a cause 

that Davy is passionate about 
as he understands the ef-
fect that it can have on peo-
ple’s lives after his daughter, 
10-year-old Roisin, was di-
agnosed with the condition 
more than a year ago.

The charity also provides 

support and information for 
type 1 diabetics and works 
closely with governments, 
academics and the pharma-
ceutical industry to try fi nd a 
cure and to advance the pre-
vention and understanding of 
the condition. 

Davy, who works for North 
Ayrshire Council, has been 
training by going to the gym 
and has already lost a stone- 
and-a-half ahead of the chal-
lenge. He said: ‘Living with 
diabetes is a struggle. This 
struggle is what the challenge 
represents.’

Davy went on: ‘The re-
search work that JDRF is 
funding is crucial to those 
suffering from type 1 dia-
betes and its complications. 
Until a cure is found the re-
search that it does is help-
ing to transform the lives of 
sufferers and keeping those 
with the condition healthier. 
While this might seem like 
a huge challenge, but I don’t 
believe anyone has attempted 
it before, so I will just have 
to take it a day at a time. I am 
thrilled to be doing it for my 
daughter and for JDRF.’

He is planning to start on 

Monday, May 2 and haul the 
anvil at least 500ft a day and 
come back down the hill each 
night. ‘I hope people on the 

hills will give me as much 
encouragement as they can,’ 
he added.

A just giving page has been 

set up at www.justgiving.
com/Davy-Ballantyne for an-
yone who would like to sup-
port him in his challenge. 

‘Living with diabetes is a 
struggle. This struggle is what 
the challenge represents’

Wind turbines 
plan dropped 
for Holy Isle
A wind farm plan for Holy 
Isle has been dropped, for the 
time being at least.

A planning application for 
the erection of six wind tur-
bines on the island has been 
withdrawn.

First lodged by the Rokpa 
Trust, which runs the Bud-
dhist retreat, last October 
the controversial wind farm 
would have seen the building 
of three 20m high wind tur-
bines on both the north and 
south end of the island and 
the associated underground 
cabling. It is not known if  a 
new application is planned.

The proposals led to wide-
spread public concern with 
one objector stating: ‘I’m 
sure lots of people will be re-
lieved.’

A total of 57 comments 
were received from the pub-
lic, 48 objecting to the devel-
opment and nine supporting 
the application. Included in 
the objections was a strong-
ly worded 1,000-word letter 
from the Arran Community 
Council as well as local busi-
nesses, Lamlash and other 
island residents and Arran 
organisations. There was also 
an objection from Glasgow 
Prestwick Airport concerned 
at radar disruption.

The overwhelming majority 
objected to the application in 
terms of the environmental 
impact, the visual considera-
tions and the detrimental im-
pact on tourism and wildlife. 
Other objections included the 
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your guide to festivals across Argyll and the Highlands
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Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 

www.auchrannie.co.uk

open daily for breakfast, lunch
& dinner, as well as snacks &
drinks throughout the day.
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner
like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Work could start on a pro-
posed marine discovery cen-
tre in 18 months after the 
Lamlash community gave its 
overwhelming support to the 
project this week.

The Lamlash Golf Club-
house was packed with 80 
people on Tuesday when The 
Community of Arran Seabed 
Trust (COAST) held a public 
meeting to discuss and gauge 
public opinion about its pro-
posed new £500,000 discov-
ery centre, as  revealed by 
The Banner in February.

The plan is for the COAST 
headquarters and discovery 
centre to be based at the Lam-
lash tennis courts and pavil-
ion where the trust would use 
two of the courts and upgrade 
the remaining two for use by 
the community.

The proposal, while not 

Marine 
Scotland
officials visit
Brodick Beach
Two offi cials from Marine 
Scotland visited Brodick this 
week to consider the fi nal ap-
proval still needed to spread 
the sand piled up at Brodick 
Beach.

They met members of 
Brodick Improvements Com-
mittee and a representative 
from North Ayrshire Council 
to discuss the plan and a 
second application related 
to installation of two rock 
groynes. A fi nal decision is 
expected by the end of the 
month.

The improvements commit-
tee also received the support 
of Arran Community Council 
when it met this week.

The council has now sent 
a letter of support to Ma-
rine Scotland. It read: ‘We 
continue to support the local 
group’s work to recover the 
area of the low green, the 
Fisherman’s Walk location 
and also to re-instate some 
beach to this popular area.

‘The general view from the 
community in this endeavour 
is very positive and the re-
cent events which have seen 
the group take advantage of 
a generous offer of material 
has been warmly welcomed 
by all sections of the island 
community.

‘We are pleased to confi rm 
our on-going support to 
this licence application and 
would encourage the relative 
authorities to confi rm their 
approvals for the licence as 
soon as possible.’

Marine discovery centre
proposal welcomed 

Jim Sloss, Howard Wood and Andrew Binnie and Sheila 
Gilmore answered audience questions.01_B18coast03

Andrew Binnie of COAST outlines the plans for the proposed discovery centre to the 
packed meeting. 01_B18coast02

completely fi nalised, will 
regenerate the tennis courts 
and the pavilion which was 
last upgraded more than 20 
years ago and which might 
otherwise have had to close 
down, according to Jim Sloss 
of Lamlash Bowling Club 
which plans to sell the tennis 
courts to the trust. It was con-
fi rmed the arrangement be-
tween the two parties would 
only go ahead if planning 
permission can be obtained 
and if deemed acceptable by 
the community. 

Andrew Binnie, executive 
director of COAST, told the 
meeting: ‘This is not solely 
a COAST project, this is an 
Arran community project, 
the aims of which are to pro-
vide visitors with a tangible 
location to learn about the 
Arran South Marine Protect-

ed Area and the Lamlash No 
Take Zone and to continue to 
highlight the need to protect 
the sensitive seabed around 
Arran.’

The discovery centre, de-
scribed by Andrew as being 
‘Arran sized’ and sympathet-
ic to its environment, will be 
roughly the size of one ten-
nis court and will also have 
a small outdoor area be used 
for exhibits and a children’s 
play area. 

In keeping with the project’s 
ideals of being interesting, 
interactive and educational, 
ideas are being considered for 
the outdoor area which could 
include a maze, a humpback 
whale skeleton or a marine 

structure of sorts that engages 
the imagination. 

The project would be a 
phased development start-
ing with the purchase of the 
tennis courts and pavilion 
while unding and planning 
permissions are sought 
before work starts on the 
outdoor area and the cen-
tre itself which could see 
work starting in late 2017 or 
shortly thereafter.

Questions
After proposals were un-

veiled, the audience was 
given an opportunity to 
have their say on the pro-
posed development and to 
raise questions or concerns. 

COAST chairman Howard 

Wood and the other mem-
bers of the top table an-
swered questions from the 
audience convened by Visi-
tArran’s Sheila Gilmore.

Almost everyone in the au-
dience was overwhelmingly 
supportive of the proposal 
including Kathleen Turner 
whose house is adjacent to 
the proposed development. 
Sheena Borthwick of Arran 
Economic Group welcomed 
the additional employment 
the centre would create as 
well as the additional visi-
tors which the centre would 
attract. 

When a vote was put to the 
room there was unanimous 
support for the proposal.  
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Mary’s Meals 
says thanks 

Wind turbines plan
for Holy Isle dropped

The charity Mary’s Meals 
has thanked the Arran Skin-
nymalinks for its excellent 
donation.

Following the huge success 
of  ‘Roll away a stone for 
Easter’, as previously report-
ed in The Banner,  Mairead 
MacRae, Mary’s Meals UK 
press and communications 
offi cer, was keen to meet up 
with the group to thank them 
for their £1,500 donation. The 
Scots charity plans to feature 
the group in its May blog and 
organiser Alison Page ar-
ranged for a few of the Skin-
nymalinks to meet Mairead 
at The Douglas Hotel on Sat-
urday afternoon and enjoy a 
wee chat over a coffee.

Some of the Arran Skinnymalinks who met with Maried and Alison, in Mary’s Meals 
T-shirts, at the weekend. 01_B18mary01

Mairead said: ‘The whole 
ethos of the charity is to fos-
ter the feeling of family and I 
was really keen to come over 
in person and meet the group 
and thank them for their su-
per donation.’

Meanwhile, Generation 
Hope, a Mary’s Meals fi lm 
which highlights the differ-
ence a nutritious daily meal 
in school can make for chil-
dren living in the world’s 
most impoverished commu-
nities, will form part of the 
programme at the 69th an-

nual Cannes Film Festival in 
May.

If you can’t make it to 
Cannes, you can catch a 
screening of this half-hour 
documentary in our very 
own Lamlash Church Hall 
on Sunday, May 8 at 2pm.

This is a free event. The 
purpose of this screening is 
to thank the Arran communi-
ty for its generosity and show 
what a difference their dona-
tions make through Mary’s 
Meals.   Certifi cate U – all 
are welcome.

Continued from page 1
impact that it would have on 
the nearby Marine Protect-
ed Area and on the scenic 
beauty of the area especially 
considering that Holy Isle is 
classifi ed as a ‘Special land-
scape Area’ and is largely un-
developed. 

Many of the objectors stated 
that they were supportive of 
green energy and alternative 
energy sources but that they 
felt that the wind turbines 
were not the correct appli-
cation of these technologies 
and questioned the benefi t of 
wind technology in compari-
son to solar panels and  other 
green technologies.

For others the negative 
visual impacts outweighed 
the benefi ts that the appli-
cation would bring and that 
consideration should be giv-

en to who the benefactors 
were and who the application 
would negatively impact.

Those in support of the de-
velopment included people 
who thought that the com-
munity had a right to choose 
a self-suffi cient method of 
generating electricity and 
the opinion of others was 
that the alternative to using 
non-green energy was to be 
applauded. One person in 
particular felt that the devel-
opment would begin to re-
dress the lack of renewable 
energy generation on Arran. 

Other supporters down-
played the visual impact 
feeling that the turbines 
were relatively small in 
comparison to others that 
are visible on the mainland 
and would hardly be notice-
able, making a comparison 

between the height of the 
masts of sailing vessels in 
the bay and the 20m height 
of the turbines. 

The trust argued that wind 
turbines were considered as 
the most viable method of 
many that were investigat-
ed to prove all of the energy 
needs on the island.

A spokeswoman for North 
Ayrshire Council said: ‘The 
application has been with-
drawn. If a revised applica-
tion is submitted within three 
months, for a similar propos-
al on the same site, anyone 
who has made a submission 
will have the opportunity of 
inspecting the new applica-
tion and, if they wish, make 
fresh representations.’

No one from the Rokpa 
Trust was available for com-
ment.

Fencing
Gates

IAE 
equipment

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

equipment

WARM WELCOME
OPEN 7 DAYS
SERVING TEA, COFFEE
Delicious Home Baking
‘Arran Larder’ BAR MEALS
SHARING PLATTERS
ALL FRESHLY PREPARED

Our Bistro Opens
Each Evening 6pm
BOOKINGS PREFERRED

Find us on Facebook
and Twitter

Our Bar Is Open ALL DAY

telephone : 01770 302 968

Live Music, FREE ENTRY
Saturday  April30th
JONNIE SCOTLAND
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Run in the sun as the Ormidale 10K 
returns to the
Brodick roads
Words and photographs by 

Hugh Boag
The sun shone for the 2016 
running of the Ormidale 10K 
on Sunday. 

The event, which was can-
celled last year, attracted 41 
runners, including around a 
dozen from the island.

In bright, but sometimes 
breezy conditions, the run-
ners set off from Ormidale 
Park at noon on the 10K route 
which took them up Knowe 
Road before turning and 
heading out along the coast to 
Merkland Point and back to 
the start.

A good crowd gathered to 
watch the runners cross the 
fi nish line, but there was to 
be no record times in a fair-
ly slow-paced fun run. First 
home was Calum Webster in 
a time of 39min 48sec. Sec-

The start of the race. 01_B18run02 ond, in a time of 43min 11sec, 
was Malcolm Roberts from 
St Austell Running Club and 
third was Stuart MacCallum 
in 43min 30sec.

The fi rst island runner home 
was Mike Mellor of Arran 
Runners who fi nished fourth in 
a time of 43min 55sec. The fi rst 
woman home was Paula Quinn 
in a time of 50min 31sec.

Thanked
Before the presentation of 

prizes, Paul Emslie, of organ-
isers Arran Runners, thanked 
everyone who took part and 
all those who had helped on 
the day including the mar-
shalls, those who manned the 
water stations and the time-
keepers. 

Awards were handed out to 
the overall winners, age group 
and novice winners as well as 
prizes of Isle of Arran beer.

The team prize went to Run-
Arran whose fi rst three run-
ners home saw them lift the 
prize. The Arran novice prize 
for men went to Myles John-
son and the women’s prize to 
Sarah Southwick.

Full results and times for 
the Arran runners were: 4th 
Mike Mellor Arran Runners 
43.55; 5th Myles Johnson 
44.28; 11th Mathew Clark 
47.38; 12th George Double-
day RunArran 47.49; 13th 
Donald Roberts 49.09; 20th 
Carol Brown RunArran 
53.24; 23rd Abbie McKelvie 
RunArran 54.38; 25th Beth 
Vipond 54.50: 26th Barbara 
Crawford RunArran 54.59; 
32nd Allan Soutter RunArran 
1.04.26; 33rd Sarah South-
wick 1.05.19; 39th Laura 
Helliwell 1.11.27 and 40th 
Karen Adams 1.13.53.

The runners pose for a photograph at the start line. 01_B18run01

Overall men’s winner Calum Webster, third left, with overall 
women’s winner Paula Quinn, fourth left, with some of the other 
prizewinners. 01_B18run12

Arran runners George Doubleday, Mike Mellor and 
Myles Johnson. 01_B18run03

Laura Helliwell and Karen Adams get in their stride. 01_B18run06

The winning RunArran team: Abbie McKelvie, Carol Brown and 
George Doubleday with their trophies. 01_B18run11

Comb & Curl 
H A I R D R E S S E R S 

Lamlash

Closed Saturday 7th May 
Open Tuesday 17th May

Kinloch Hotel
Public Notice

Due to the Blackwaterfoot Coastal Run on Saturday 30th May 2016
the hotel swimming pool, sauna, squash court & snooker room 

will be closed for the day.
Evening Meals will be available from 5pm until 8.30pm

by reservation only 

(20% discount on food between 5pm & 6pm)

Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8ET 

T: 01770 860 444 F: 01770860447
www.bwkinlochhotel.co.uk

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently 
owned and operated.
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It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

KEEP YOUR EXISTING BASE UNITS AND REPLACE 
DOORS, DRAWER FRONTS AND WORKTOPS

• CHOOSE FROM A VAST RANGE OF STYLES & COLOURS
• MADE TO MEASURE
• LESS DISRUPTION – HUGE SAVINGS
• LEADING BRAND APPLIANCES, SINK & TAPS
• WE ALSO FIT NEW KITCHENS AND BEDROOMS
 THE CHOICE IS YOURS

DON’T REPLACE YOUR KITCHEN…
RENEW YOUR DOORS AND WORKTOPS AND MAKE GREAT SAVINGS

FOR FREE ADVICE AND A NO OBLIGATION HOME SURVEY CALL US NOW 
01770 820675 or mobile 07973 714022         

www.renewkitchendoorcompany.co.uk

NOW ON ARRAN AND COVERING 
CENTRAL SCOTLAND

Run in the sun as the Ormidale 10K 
returns to the
Brodick roads

The runners pose for a photograph at the start line. 01_B18run01

Overall men’s winner Calum Webster, third left, with overall 
women’s winner Paula Quinn, fourth left, with some of the other 
prizewinners. 01_B18run12

Sarah Southwick is pursued by Allan Soutter. 01_B18run05

Paula Quinn is the � rst 
woman home. 01_B18run09

Winner Calum Webster 
crosses the � nish line. 
01_B18run07

The winning RunArran team: Abbie McKelvie, Carol Brown and 
George Doubleday with their trophies. 01_B18run11

Arran novice winners Sarah Southwick and Myles 
Johnson with their trophies. 01_B18run13

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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New signs are being created 
to help fi ght the menace of 
dog fouling on Arran.

The striking plaques will 
urge dog owners to clean up 
after their dogs, with the add-
ed message that ‘any black 
bin back will do’.

Initially 50 plaques will be 
produced by North Ayrshire 
Council to be distributed 
around the island.

They move follows an ini-
tiative by Arran Community 
Council which set up a work-
ing group to tackle what is of-
ten recorded as the top public 
nuisance across the country.

The working group, consist-
ing of  Shiskine community 
councillor Marilyn Woods 
and John Lamont of Whiting 
Bay, has met several times 
and discussed the topic with 
other groups including Visi-
tArran. 

At the last community 
council meeting, Mr Lamont 
circulated a potential sign to 
assist in prevention. It was 
suggested an approach be 
made to the Arran Trust for 

The pharmacies on Arran 
will be open on Monday as 
follows: Lamlash Pharmacy, 
Lamlash, 9am to 4pm, Arran 
Pharmacy, Shore Road, 
Whiting Bay, Isle of Arran, 
11am to 3pm (pharmacist 
available between 1pm and 
2pm), Arran Pharmacy, 
Brodick, 9am to 4pm.

If you need a doctor urgent-
ly, and your GP surgery is 
closed, call NHS 24 on 111. 
For emergency dental treat-
ment, call NHS 24 on 111.

Campaign to urge dog owners 
to leave only paw prints

One of the new plaques which will soon be seen on 
Arran. 

funding and this was agreed. 
An application will be sub-
mitted before the next Ac-
cess Trust meeting later this 
month. The sign urges dog 
owners to keep Arran beauti-
ful and leave only paw prints.

Mrs Woods told The Ban-
ner that the initiative was 
launched after she was ap-
proached by members of the 
public in Shiskine complain-
ing about the problem.

She said: ‘The situation 
on Arran is no better and no 
worse than in other parts of 
the country, but we cannot be 
complacent and it is good we 
have started a debate.’

Little signage
‘One problem is that there 

are only a few signs at the 
moment and I think it is a 
good way of reminding peo-
ple of their responsibilities.

‘Another problem is that 
some owners simply don’t 
realise what the offence is or 
the fact that they can dispose 
of dog bags in any black bin.’

‘Of course, most dog own-
ers are responsible and at the 
other end of specture some 
people’s behaviour will never 
change, but others maybe just 
need a little nudge in the right 
direction.’

Mrs Woods said that the 
council had been ‘very, very 
helpful’ and that the street 
scene offi cer had visited the 
island on several occasions.

Community councillors 
heard that two new bag 
dispensers may be availa-
ble - one for the Rodden in 
Shiskine and one for a loca-
tion still to be agreed.

Chairman Richard Mc-
Master thanked the working 
group for all its work and it 

was agreed to proceed with 
the black bins sign. Fifty 
signs will be produced ini-
tially.

Hazel Gardiner said she had 
spoken to community nurse 
Heather Allison who is keen 
to work with schools on the 
issue as well.

RNLI to hold 
coffee morning 
The local branch of the RNLI 
is holding a coffee morning 
at Ormidale Pavilion, Brod-
ick, on Saturday May 7 from 
10.30am until noon.

There will be the traditional 
home-baking, cake stall, raf-
fl e and tombola.

May Day 
chemist 
opening times

what will we discover?

Specialists from McTear’s are available 
in May for home visits, free and without 
obligation. To make an appointment, please 
contact Magda Ketterer on 0141 810 2880, 
or email magda@mctears.co.uk

Specialists from McTear’s travel the UK visiting clients, advising on the auction values of antiques 
and works of art. During a local house contents valuation this victorian peridot and diamond 
holbein brooch was discovered in an old jewellery box, and sold for £750.

If you don’t ask…

Meiklewood Gate | 31 Meiklewood Road | Glasgow G51 4EU  |  mctears.co.uk

McTear’s offers a free collection 
service. Please ask for details.

more sales. more bidders. more often.

TUESDAY :- 
Castle Paintings Tour 11am                                
 A tour of the castle’s history seen through its magnifi cent collection of 
paintings.
Booking essential   - tel: Castle 01770 302202
£6 with Castle Entry 
  
TUESDAY :-
Guided Garden Walk 2  - 3.30pm
Tour the Gardens in the company of our garden volunteer 
No need to book – meet at the Reception  Centre (1.50pm)              
FREE with Garden Entry  - donations welcome

For more information contact the Castle 
01770 302202 or the Rangers 01770 302462

brodickcastle@nts.org.uk

BRODICK CASTLE & 
COUNTRY PARK 
WALKS & EVENTS
This week at the Castle…

BRODICK CASTLE & 

Sunday 1st May

CONGRATULATIONS!
To James & Sarah on their Wedding

The Castle will be closed throughout the day for their happy event.

The Gardens, Country Park, Recepti on Centre and Tearoom will 
remain open as normal.

ARRAN 
HERITAGE MUSEUM

SC002089 Rosaburn, Brodick
Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, Archaeology, Social 

History, Clearances, etc., and visit the 19th Century Cottage, 
the 1940’s Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge. 

Archive and Genealogy researchers welcomed (on Wednesdays only 
from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area. 
Gi�  Shop. Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.
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Faye puts her best foot forward  
to provide quality podiatry care
Faye Anderson is putting her 
best foot forward to provide 
a much-needed service on the 
island.

Believing she is in step with 
what is needed, she has set up 
Faye’s Foot Clinic to provide 
a one-stop service for all your 
podiatry needs.

Faye, 29, has set up her clin-
ic at her home Thistle Dhu in 
Shiskine where she has con-
verted a room to accommo-
date her state-of-the-art chair 
and footrest and the rest of 
the sterilisation and equip-
ment she needs for her work.

Faye, who was born and 

Faye in her new foot clinic at her home in Shiskine. 
01_B18foot01

bred on Arran and whose 
family have been in Shiskine 
for generations, returned 
home to the island three years 
ago after travelling around 
the world.

 She said: ‘I am really excit-
ed to be able to help people. I 
think there is quite a big need 
on the island for foot care as 
a lot of people are having to 
wait a long time for NHS ap-
pointments, particularly a lot 
of older people.

‘I have always been inter-
ested in foot care and have 
been having my feet looked 
after since I was 18. I think 

people feel a lot better after 
they have had their feet tend-
ed.’

Faye, who is fully qualified, 
fully insured and a member 
of the Accredited Register 
of Foot Health Practioners, 
completed an online course 
from Stonebridge College in 
Birmingham, which she also 
attended for more study be-
fore qualifying. 

She is now offering a wide 
range of foot care including, 
nail trimming, callus reduc-
tion, in-growing toe nails, 
verruca and althletes foot 
treatment and diabetic foot 
care.

Appointments are now 
available at her clinic in 
Shiskine all day Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
and on a Friday morning. To 
book telephone 860121 or 
07880 666696.

Faye also holds a clinic at 
Alexanders Hair Salon in 
Brodick on a Monday. To 
book, telephone Faye direct. 
Home visits can also be ar-
ranged.

She also holds clinics on a 
Friday and Saturday after-
noon in Inspirations of Arran 
in Brodick. Call the shop on 
302990 for appointments.

These shocking photographs 
show the grassfire which 
engulfed the Machrie Moor 
standing stones last week.

Flames can clearly be seen 
behind the famous No 2 
Stone Circle of three stones 
which is then completely ob-
scured by smoke.

They were taken by Shiskine 
resident Sonia Harding from 
the garden of her Derenene-
ach home.

She told The Banner: ‘I was 

Grassfire sweeps Machrie 
Moor standing stones site

Smoke from the �re billows across the standing stones. 
01_B18machrie01

in my garden when sudden-
ly I could see smoke com-
ing from the direction of the 
standing stones. I grabbed my 
camera and took these photo-
graphs. It was quite shocking 
to see.’

A spokesman for Scottish 
Fire and Rescue said they re-
ceived a 999 call shortly af-
ter 3pm last Thursday to tell 
them about the blaze. Two 
crews from Blackwaterfoot 
Brodick dashed to the scene 

where they found an area 
of grass about 200m square 
on fire around the standing 
stones.

Firefighters made their way 
on foot to the fire, which is 
believed to have been start-
ed accidently, and fought the 
blaze with hand-held beaters. 
It took them more than an 
hour to bring the fire under 
control. It is not thought that 
the stones were badly dam-
aged.

Photos: Sonia Harding.

Flames lap round the standing stones. 01_B18machrie02

Below: The scorched 
ground around the 
standing stones. 01_
B18machrie03
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Arran’s 
great outdoors

If you have a couple of hours to spare or are 
here for the week, 

we have a range of well 
maintained road and 
trail bikes for hire for 

adults and children.
We have panniers 
for hire for a load 
carrying cyclist.  

Call on 
07825 160668 / 07717845755 or check us 

out on www.arranbikehire.com 

ARRAN BIKE HIRE The Isle of Arran is one 
of the best places in 

Scotland to experience 
outdoor activities.
With its rugged mountains, 
sheltered coastline, lush forests 
and green fi elds - the island is 
a wonderful natural adventure 
playground.
With a number of well-
established local businesses 
there is an opportunity to try 
something new and exciting: 
sea kayaking, sailing, abseiling 
and gorge walking to name just 
a few as well as the chance to 
explore some of Arran’s most 
stunning scenery. 

Arran Bike Hire 

Why not enjoy cycling on 
the island with Arran Bike 

Hire. 
They have a fl eet of Giant trail 
and hybrid bikes of all sizes 
including children’s bikes and 
tag along. 
Signifi cant parts of Arran’s road 
network are challenging to off-
road cars but their trail bikes 
are ideal for the task featuring 
Suntour XCT Front Suspension, 
Hayes Disk Brakes and wide 
ranging gearing is made for on-
road hills and the off-road trails. 
Hybrid bikes available are Giant 
City, Sedona and Escape with 
panniers.
The bikes are regularly 
maintained by a qualifi ed bike 
mechanic so that you can enjoy 
the journey. 
Arran has 15 mountain bike 
routes and nine road routes to 
suit most levels of experience 
and Arran Bike Club has done 
a great job of opening up new 
routes as well as maintaining 
established paths. 
So if you are interested in a 
leisurely cycle along the road 
to Corrie or a climb through the 
Clauchlands Forest, Arran Bike 
Hire are ideally suited to get you 
there in comfort and safety. 
Unfortunately, you do need to 
provide the pedal power!

Lochranza Centre CIC 

Set in the stunning scenery 
in the north of the island the 

Lochanza Centre is a  residential 
outdoor education and activities 
centre they provide courses 
and accommodation to visiting 
groups. This might be school 
groups, universities, Scouts, 
Guides, walking clubs, cycling 
clubs, businesses for team 
building, conferences etc. 
Groups can stay and do their 
own thing or the centre’s 
friendly staff can tailor a specifi c 
package for them,
During school breaks - Easter/
summer/October - the provide 

all inclusive family activity 
holidays. The can also arrange 
activities and team building for 
small groups. This may be for a 
half day/full day or part of a short 
break.  
Lunch and dinner catering, 
as well as overnight 
accommodation, can also 
provided for visiting coach 
parties.
The centre is open all year 
round and I think you could 
say they are now a rather multi 
functional venue!

Forestry Commission 

The fi rst view of Arran most 
people have from the ferry 

is of craggy Goatfell towering 
above the island with the green 
softness of low-lying forests all 
around.
A quarter of the island is 
forested and many of Arran’s 
native animals and birds live in 
the woods. 
The forests are the perfect place 
to see red squirrel and you won’t 
be able to miss their busy forest 
activities at dawn or dusk.
Peaceful walks and gorgeous 
views are guaranteed from the 
top to the bottom of the island.
With ever-changing birdlife and 
plenty of archaeology to seek 
out too, you’ll need more than a 
day to traverse all the Forestry 
Commission paths. 

Arran Active  

Arran Active’s big new shop 
boasts a huge range of 

outdoor footwear, clothing and 
camping equipment for 2016 
with brands including North 
Face, Craghoppers, Salomon, 
Scarpa, Rab, Speedo,Trespass, 
Animal, Regatta, Berghaus, 
Vango and much more! Staff 
are well-trained to fi t boots 
and with all the necessary 
accessories for an enjoyable 
day out, such as walking poles, 
sunhats, waterproofs, rucksacks 
and maps, you should make 
Arran Active your fi rst port of 

call before heading out! New 
for 2016 is comfortable Rieker 
and Sketchers footwear as 
well as cool cotton T-shirts and 
super quality women’s fair trade 
fashion from Nomads. With its 
specialist Scottish whisky and 
gin, games, magazines and a 
children’s range which includes 
clothing, backpacks, swimwear 
and baby-carriers, it really is a 
one-stop shop for all the family!

Arran Mountain Festival 

Starting on Friday 13-16 May 
- the 2016 Festival promises 

an inspirational four days of 
celebratory walks, talks and 
social events.  The Festival’s 
main evening event is Saturday’s 
Tenth Anniversary Ceilidh with 
the amazing Arranach Ceilidh 
Band at Brodick Community Hall 
(14 May, 7.30pm, see advert for 
details).  
Now in its tenth year, the Arran 
Mountain Festival has carved 
out a niche amongst walking 
festivals with a reputation for 
offering high quality guided 
mountain and ridge walks 
in small groups and giving 
participants an opportunity 
to reach places they never 
thought they could.  Every 
year the organisers strive to 
include new routes as well 
as old favourites, so this year 
we welcome back last year’s 
speaker, Alan Rowan, to help 
lead a couple overnight walks!  
There aren’t many spaces left 
on these or other walks, but to 
make sure you grab some of the 
last available places, please go 
to www.arranmountainfestival.
co.uk or Arran Adventure on 
01770 303304.

Arran Coastal Way 

The Arran Coastal Way is a 
65-mile circular route around 

the coast  in a stunning variety of 
beaches, mountains and forests 
as well as a wealth of wildlife, 
heritage and cultural sites there 
is plenty to see and explore. 
But you don’t need to be an 

www.facebook.com/arranbanner
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intrepid explorer to enjoy the 
Coastal Way, as many of the 
paths can be walked in small 
sections, using other footpaths to 
make the walk circular or using 
the bus services to return to your 
car or accommodation. 
In 2014, the Arran Access Trust 
successfully secured substantial 
grant funding and in the last 
year, as well as maintenance and 
improvement work along several 
stretches of the route the project 
team have completed several 
major projects.
The whole of the Coastal Way 
route has also been re-signed 
using new waymarkers, featuring 
a gannet.

Arran Outdoor 

Looking for a bit of fun and 
adventure this summer without 

travelling too far?  Arran Outdoor 
Centre might be exactly what 
you’re looking for.
Located adjacent to the beautiful 
beach at Lamlash Bay, it is the 
perfect location for an action-
packed family holiday which will 
provide great value for money … 
and lasting memories.
Whether you’re a family trying an 
outdoor holiday for the fi rst time or 
a more experienced adventurer, 
the Centre’s highly-experienced 
and friendly team of instructors will 
help create the perfect package 

to suit your needs. And with a 
vast range of exciting activities on 
offer including kayaking, sailing, 
gorge walking, mountain biking, 
abseiling and hillwalking, there is 
defi nitely something on offer for 
everyone to enjoy.
The Centre’s high-quality 
accommodation boasts 14 
comfortable family bedrooms, 
a relaxed lounge overlooking 
the spectacular scenery and a 
welcoming dining area.
Centre Manager Ian Staples said: 
‘If you want something that’s 
unique, value for money and in 
the most stunning setting you 
could imagine, come to the Arran 
Outdoor Centre.

‘We give families the opportunity 
to do something they wouldn’t 
normally do as a family group.’
A fantastic full-board break for 
family of four  is £400 for three 
days / two nights, £600 for four 
days three nights, or £800 for fi ve 
days / four nights, which covers 
accommodation, activities and 
meals. To make a booking, call 
the centre on 01770 600532 or 
email info@arranoutdoor.com. 
Alternatively, you can visit the 
website www.arranoutdoor.com 
or the Arran Outdoor Centre 
Facebook page for more 
information.
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
n� �cus�

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints 
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and 
magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Jesus said: Seek first the Kingdom of God and His right-
eousness and other things will be given to you as well.’ 
(Matthew 6:33)

Disruption ahead 
for drivers as 
repair works start 
on The String 

The works will start here at the summit of The String. 
01_B18string01

Timetable for work on The String
Monday 16 May - Traffic management by temporary 

traffic lights.
Tuesday 17 May - Periodic road closure from 9.30am 

to 12.15pm; Opened between  12.15pm and 1pm;  Closed 
from 1pm to 3.30pm;  Reopen for remainder of the day/
night.

Wednesday 18 May - Periodic road closure from 9.30am 
to 12.15pm; opened between 1215pm and 1pm;  closed 
from 1pm to 3.30pm;  reopen for remainder of the day/
night.  

Thursday 19 May - Traffic management by temporary 
traffic lights.

Friday 20 May - Traffic management by temporary traf-
fic lights

Saturday 21 May and Sunday 22 May – Road open as 
normal. 

Monday 23 May - Periodic road closure from 9.30am 
to 12.15pm; opened between  12.15pm and 1pm;  closed 
from 1pm to 3.30pm;  reopen for remainder of the day/
night. 

Tuesday 24 May - Periodic road closure from 9.30am 
to 12.15pm; opened between 12.15pm and 1pm;  closed 
from 1pm to 3.30pm;  reopen for remainder of the day/
night.

Wednesday 25 May - Periodic road closure from 9.30am 
to 12.15pm; opened between 12.15pm and 1pm;  closed 
from 1pm to 3.30pm;  reopen for remainder of the day/
night.

Thursday 26 May - Periodic road closure from 9.30am 
to 12.15pm; opened between  12.15pm and 1pm;  closed 
from 1pm to 3.30pm;  reopen for remainder of the day/
night.

Detailed plans for the essen-
tial emergency repair works 
to be carried out on The 
String road next month have 
been confirmed by North 
Ayrshire Council

Drivers using the road face 
serious disruption during the 
£100,000 road improvement 
works, which will begin on 
Monday, May 16 and are 
expected to be complete by 
Thursday, May 26. 

While the road will need to 
be closed for set periods on 
six of the 11 days, the coun-
cil is making special local ar-
rangements with contractors 
John Thomson Construction 
Ltd to facilitate the transport 
of materials required for the 
ongoing Brodick Pier re-de-
velopment.

Extra money
That was one of the road clo-

sure concerns raised by boss 
Iain Thomson at the Arran 
Roads Programme meeting, 
reported earlier this month in 
The Banner, where the extra 
money for The String repairs 
was unveiled.

Craig Hatton, the council’s 
executive director (place) 
said: ‘We are really keen to 
start these essential works on 
The String as soon as possi-
ble. This particular section of 
road has deteriorated quickly 
and is now a priority for us.

‘We’ve spoken to a number 
of local businesses, commu-
nity groups and other stake-
holders to ensure we mini-
mise any disruption as far as 
possible. We have listened to 
their views and are being as 
flexible as possible.  

‘We fully recognise the 
importance of the Brodick 
Pier work and we will work 
closely with Thomson Con-
struction to agree a timetable 
that allows us to temporari-

ly suspend works, wherever 
possible, to allow their con-
struction vehicles to pass 
as they arrive. We have also 
discussed with the company 
whether they can arrange for 
their vehicles to arrive in par-
ticular time ‘windows’ and/or 
travel in convoy. 

‘Of course, this may lead to 
periods of disruption for oth-
er road users, but we’re confi-
dent that any disruptions will 
be kept to a minimum.’

For all other traffic the peri-
odic road closures, which are 
only required on certain days 
during the works, have been 
timed to minimise disruption 
- with the road closing from 
9.30am to 12.15pm; reopen-
ing between 12.15pm and 
1pm; closing again between 
1pm and 3.30pm and then re-
opening again for the remain-
der of the day/night.

The repair works will be 
carried out on a 1.2km stretch 
of the road from the summit 
of The String heading in the 
direction of Blackwaterfoot.

Meanwhile, as previous-
ly reported in The Banner, 
Strathclyde Partnership 
for Transport is to provide 
£150,000 which will be used 
to upgrade the bus route be-
tween Brodick and Lochran-
za ferry terminals. 

The work will include wid-
ening of sections of the car-
riageway to accommodate 
the two-way flow of buses 
and other large vehicles to-
gether with reconstruction 
at key locations to improve 
journey reliability, particular-
ly for bus operators. 

SPT has already committed 
to providing £500,000 fund-
ing to support an improved 
bus interchange as part of the 
improvement to Brodick Fer-
ry Terminal.

Community spirit alive and well
In what has been another incredible show of community 
spirit and social mindfulness that Arran and many island 
communities exhibit, people power has once again come 
to the fore.

Over the last couple of weeks, significant strides were 
made to secure sand to help save Brodick Beach and just 
days ago an overwhelming show of support was shown at 
a public meeting in support of COAST’s proposed marine 
discovery centre.

For such a large turnout of more than 80 people to attend 
a public meeting on a Tuesday night to help direct deci-
sion-making is to be applauded. And for an organisation 
to publicly state that proposals would only go ahead with 
complete public support shows a type of symbioses and 
community spirit that has become increasingly rare in our 
modern world. 

Decision-making can sometimes be a one-sided affair 
leaving some feeling disempowered and voiceless as 
progress marches on but, thankfully, there are still plac-
es where empowerment trumps disenfranchisement. This 
is something many will undoubtedly be mindful of when 
they cast their vote in next week’s upcoming Scottish par-
liament elections. 

In a heartening display of community driven self deter-
mination, we also saw common sense prevail in yet an-
other display of symbiosis where surplus sand was gifted 
from a commercial company - namely George Leslie Ltd 
- to the community group, Brodick Improvements Com-
mittee, to bolster the cause of saving Brodick Beach. The 
true extent of the tireless work that went on in the back-
ground to satisfy all parties - and is still going on - might 
not be fully appreciated by some but without the direction 
and drive of people who have no vested interest other than 
community benefit, a missed opportunity could so easily 
have been the outcome.

It can be all too easy to leave decision-making to oth-
ers but it is important to celebrate these little successes, to 
value the many voices, the differing opinions and the very 
fact that your opinion can make a difference to help shape 
and determine all our futures.  

The communities involved should be proud. 
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FESTIVALS are all about understand-

ing the music and culture of a nation. 

There is nowhere in the world with 

a � ner selection of events to attend 

where organisers mix with festival goers 

and the music.

Music and culture on the West Coast have 

grown from some of the most ancient and 

revered in the world. Pipers, drummers, 

singers, writers, dancers, crafters all mix to-

gether to show the area – its people and po-

tential to its best.

Your guide to the festival season in 
Argyll, the Highlands and Islands

Oban
Oban seems to host major festi-
vals with ease on a regular basis 
– fi tting thousands of tourists into 
its many choices of accommoda-
tion with the friendly, no bother at 
all, attitude.

Building on the success of the 
Oban Decade event in 2015, this 
year the organisers of the mul-
ti-award-winning Tiree Festival 
bring Oban Live to life.

With mega star KT Tunstall 
choosing to use the event to 
launch her new album, she will 
also bring some international so-
phistication by fl ying into Connel 
airport from Los Angeles to make 
the gig her one-off Scottish event.

The last weekend in April will 
see the Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival show-
case talent from almost every area 
of Scottish culture. Pipers and 
dancers mingle with the outstand-
ing Accordion and Fiddle Master 
Competition taking centre stage.

Alongside this are the many 

events that Oban takes in its 
stride, such as the Argyllshire 
Gathering, the fundraising walks, 
the summer festivals.

While the town is known as the 
Gateway to the Isles, it is also the 
place to come to party.

Campbeltown
The Kintyre Songwriters Festi-
val in May is a delightful show-
case of up-and-coming songwrit-
ing talent.

The Mull of Kintyre Music Fes-
tival has become the region’s top 
cultural event, which encourag-
es people to visit Kintyre from all 
parts of the globe. 

The festival satisfi es the organ-
isers’ ambition to showcase the 
very best in traditional and con-
temporary music worldwide 
whilst also displaying the region’s 
cultural individuality through the 
talents of the local musicians of 
all ages.

Always exciting, the Islay Fes-
tival of Music and Malt features 

a diverse programme of music, 
dance, whisky and almost every 
other activity imaginable. The 
festival grew out of a local dra-
ma and Gaelic festival to become 
one of the longest and biggest fes-
tivals on the West Coast.

The Mid Argyll Music and Arts, 
or MAMA Fest, held in Septem-
ber, is built on the success of pre-
vious years thanks to the dedi-
cation of a small, hardworking 
committee.

Everyone in the town comes to-
gether to listen to the music mak-
ers of the area coupled with de-
veloping new musical talent for 
the future.

Tarbert
Tarbert  as a village has really or-
ganised and promoted its festival 
scene with exceptional offerings 
including the Scottish Series, the 
Seafood Festival, the Traditional 
Boat Festival, the Tarbert Music 
Festival, and the Fair and Book 
Festival.

The Feisean movement allows 
for the development of language 
and culture in the islands and on 
the mainland. Some of the most 
amazing talent is being developed 
and some extraordinary events, 
such as the 10-minute ceilidh on 
the Barra pier where both the Bar-
ra and the Tiree Feis come togeth-
er but only once a year.

Mull
The Mendelssohn on Mull fes-
tival has grown from some very 
small roots into an outstanding 
and completely understated festi-
val of music for everyone on the 
island.

Based on the island due to the 
composer’s Hebridean Overture 
and its connection with the quite 
overwhelming case at Staffa.

Food
Food is a huge attraction for both 
visitors and locals with the Loch 
Fyne Food Festival and Best 

of the West Festivals becoming 
something of market leaders in 
their fi eld. Loch Fyne has earned 
an international reputation for  
producing some of the world’s 
fi nest foods alongside great fun 
and the most outstanding back-
drop of them all.

Western Isles
An outstanding event on the Isle 
of Uist, Ceòlas is rooted within 
the Gaelic heartland and is a dis-
tillation of Hebridean heritage.

Over the past 20 years, Ceòlas has 
been a key driver in the island’s so-
cial and cultural resurgence.

The organisation focuses on per-
formance and education that cel-
ebrates and promotes local Gael-
ic culture and heritage, as well 
as the strong cultural links of the 
Gàidhealtachd diaspora.

Enjoy the plethora of total-
ly inspiring events and festivals 
throughout this year and feel free 
to let us know all about the expe-
rience!

During the season musi-
cians and artists are often 
high in demand from the 
very lucrative European 
music festival scene. Bands 
such as Skerryvore and 
Skipinnish can travel thou-
sands of miles around the 
globe – but always make 

time for their own festival in 
their home town or island.

This coming home start-
ed with those who returned 
to take part in annual vil-
lage and town gatherings 
such as the Argyllshire and 
Inveraray events that still 
take place today.

Super-group Idlewild are 
often playing Glastonbury 
one week and then the inti-
mate Iona Village Hall Music 
Festival the next.

Internationally-acclaimed 
singer Joy Dunlop could be 
in three continents in three 
weeks but always makes 

time to return home to the 
Royal National Mod in Octo-
ber.

Undiscovered bands 
whose work is almost un-
heard of share the stage 
with well-known musicians 
with everyone getting the 
chance to perform.

It is the nurture and care of 
all bands that help the West 
Coast continue to be at the 
centre of the creative indus-
tries in Scotland.

Our festivals are the very 
best place to catch musi-
cians, poets, crafts, litera-
ture and food connoisseurs.



LIVE MUSIC • FOOD FROM ARGYLL • WHISKY TASTING BAR • AWARD WINNING REAL ALES
WEST COAST CRAFTS • COOKING DEMONSTRATIONS FROM LOCAL CELEBRITY CHEFS

CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT • AND MUCH MORE

10th & 11th SEPTEMBER 2016

Visit www.bowfest.co.uk for full details

TICKETS
ON SALE NOWfrom Glasgow, Dumbarton, 

Arrochar, Dunoon & Oban.FESTIVAL BUSES

EARLY BIRD TICKETS AVAILABLE UNTIL JUNE 30th
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Festival Survival Guide 
for Parents with Childrenfor Parents with Children

We’re in the thick of the festival season now. 

Wellies are getting muddied up as you read 

this and glitter is being purchased by the kilo. 

If you are a lover of live music but have recent-

ly had a baby, even the most seasoned festival 

goer can be forgiven for thinking that perhaps 

it might be too di�  cult with an infant in tow 

and so might have come to terms with having 

to miss out.
Well, fear not! With a bit of planning and a 

few tips, you and the kids will have a blast. 

Preparation is key – Prior to the festival, if you 

get the chance, pitch the tent and spend the 

night. You’ll get a taste of what’s to come and if 

all goes well, you might � nd yourself register-

ing for next year’s Glastonbury festival.

Plan ahead – Make a list of everything you’ll 

need, you don’t want to � nd out you’ve forgot-

ten the rain cover half way to your destination.  

Safety � rst – A � rst aid kit complete with hand 

sanitizer is essential. As is a torch and � ask for 

preparing bottles and changing nappies in the 

middle of the night.

Do some research – Some festivals are more 

geared toward families than others. Have a 

look around, check out the site maps and � g-

ure out if you’ll have a long way to carry all 

your gear and whether or not it’d be worth 

staying in accommodation near-by.

Foodies – If you’re bottle feeding take steri-

lisation tablets to hygienically clean feeding 

equipment. Breast feeding? First aid tents are 

great places to discreetly express.  Also, festival 

food can be expensive and in some instanc-

es might be too exotic for little pallets, so en-

sure you have plenty of jars and � nger foods 

to keep tummies happy throughout the day. 

Safety � rst – Most festivals issue security tags 

for you to write your number on, stick a cou-

ple on your children in case they wander o� , or 

write it on their wristbands of course.

Festival must-haves – Ear defenders – If you 

want to get a bit closer to the stage a pair of 

giant headphones  is a baby’s best festival ac-

cessory. They’re not only practical, but ador-

able too. Secondly – Fairy lights. Wrapping a 

string of solar operated twinkly lights around 

the pram makes you visible during the night 

and you’re therefore less likely to get trampled 

on by drunken revellers. It also turns your ba-

by’s transport into a space-age disco buggy, 

certain to turn heads!

Lastly...
Have fun – It might not be the kind of festival 

experience you’re used to but it opens you up 

to a whole new world of entertainment. You 

get to spend time in areas that were previous-

ly closed to you -the kid zones! These are are-

as packed full of fun and dedicated to ensure 

you and your babies have the best festival pos-

sible. And seeing the enjoyment on their faces 

makes all the extra e� ort worth it.



SCOTFEST16 13

THE CHARMING fi sh-
ing village of Tarbert, 
photographed above by 
the world reknowned 
Dennis Hardley, plays 
host to several festivals 
this season that celebrate 
its rich heritage in mu-
sic, sport, food and lit-
erature. The excitement 
kicks off in May 27-30 
with the Silvers Marine 
Scottish Series. 

The Clyde Cruis-
ing Club organises this 

long-running event, in 
which keen sailors en-
joy passage racing and 
Olympic triangles in 
Loch Fyne. 

This year’s programme 
includes the opening 
‘Clyde Challenger Race’ 
from Largs for white 
sail, family class and 
cruisers. 

The laid-back atmos-
phere and good craic 
of this event have sail-
ors and non-sailors alike 

coming back year after 
year. All visitors, wheth-
er into sailing or not, will 
love the spectacle and 
everyone is welcome. 

The Seafood Festival, 
which is held in July 2-3, 
gives visitors the oppor-
tunity to sample Tar-
bert’s culinary delights. 
The harbour bustles 
with food stalls, cookery 
demonstrations and tast-
ings. 

A highlight of the 

weekend is the crown-
ing of the Seafood Festi-
val Queen and her prin-
cesses, who arrive in a 
fl ourish by sea and pa-
rade through the village 
led by the Mid Argyll 
Pipe Band. 

Live music and kids’ 
activities at this wonder-
ful family-friendly festi-
val. 

The Tarbert Tradition-
al Boat Festival draws 
beautiful vessels of all 

kinds from across Scot-
land and Ireland the 
weekend, providing a 
spectacle in the harbour 
for on-lookers. Visitors 
enjoy boat tours, stalls, 
live music, demonstra-
tions and family activi-
ties. 

One of the longest- 
running music festivals 
in Argyll, the Tarbert 
Music Festival has been 
celebrating song and 
food for 27 years. 

Held the weekend of 
September 16-18, it fea-
tures kids’ activities and 
a full programme of con-
certs by local talent, turn-
ing out everything from 
rock to reggae to tradi-
tional music. Impromptu 
sessions are encouraged 
and attract musicians 
from far and wide. Vis-
itors will enjoy the fan-
tastic local seafood and 
the relaxed vibe. 

For those looking for 

something a little more 
energetic, the 10k run 
takes place on the 13th 
of August. See Facebook 
for more details (The 
Tarbert 10k). 

Camping is available in 
the shadow of Robert the 
Bruce’s castle and scenic 
walks along the adjacent 
Kintyre Trail make Tar-
bert an ideal destination 
weekend for the whole 
family, so pack a tent 
and come along!

Tarbert – a whole 
world of festivals!
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Established in 1990 to 
celebrate the best food 
and drink Argyll has to 
offer, this year’s fes-
tival is set to attract 
3,000 visitors.

Retaining a strong 
emphasis on local-
ly sourced food and 
drink, the event will 
showcase several pro-
ducers from the ‘Food 
from Argyll’ collec-

tive, including Winston 
Churchill Venison, 
Gigha Smoked Hali-
but, Bumble puddings, 
Fyne Ales and Loch 
Fyne Oysters, whose 
seafood stands will be 
stocked with fresh lo-
cal fi sh and shellfi sh.

Producers from fur-
ther afi eld include 
Spencerfi eld Spirit 
Company, Great Glen 

W.D. Semple

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW OUR 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Wishing all the best for the 2016 MAMA Fest

Scotland’s longest running food festival
Sat 14th and Sun 15th May, 2016, from 11am

A feast of West Coast food, drink and entertainment for all ages.

Featuring LOCH FYNE OYSTERS & FOOD FROM ARGYLL
A stunning array of foods from Argyll’s natural larder – from Oysters to 
Venison, Hog Roasts to Halibut and Gin to Freshly Ground Co� ee! Over 

20 producers to tempt your tastebuds!
Ales supplied by Fyne Ales • Wine and Champagne Bar

PLUS…
Live Music  •  Arts & Craft Exhibitors  •  Children’s Entertainments

Hands on food and drink workshops for all ages

FREE ADMISSION
Parking £3 per vehicle – all parking charges to local charities.
Saturday 14th May GIN FLING in the Loch Fyne Oyster Bar

Join the party on Saturday night – booking required.
For further information and to book for the Gin Fling 

contact info@lochfyne.com or call 01499 600264. www.lochfyne.com
Our Oyster Bar and Deli are open all weekend –

call 01499 600482 for day time bookings.

Loch Fyne Food Fair 
celebrates its 26th year

Charcuterie, Mhor 
Bread and Makar Gin, 
who will be running 
gin pairing workshops 
throughout the week-
end.

Loch Fyne Food 
Fair Founder, Virginia 
Sumsion, commented: 
‘We are tremendous-
ly excited to be on the 
cusp of our 26th Food 
Fair. It’s rewarding to 
see Scotland’s appetite 
for locally-sourced, 
traceable produce grow 
year-on-year; 2016 be-
ing no exception. 

‘From succulent Loch 
Fyne oysters to refresh-
ing craft beer, there re-
ally is no better place 
to try such a diverse 
and delicious taste of 
Argyll in the company 
of those who make and 
produce it.’

New for 2016 and in 
celebration of the the-
matic Year of Archi-
tecture, Innovation and 

Design, the fair will 
also cast a spotlight 
on artists, designers 
and craftspeople from 
throughout Argyll and 
beyond.

An eclectic live mu-
sic line-up alongside 
activities like cake 
decorating and bouncy 
castles will complete 
the family-friendly of-
fering. 

On the Saturday 
evening (May 14) the 
Loch Fyne Oyster Bar 
will host its fi rst ‘Gin 
Fling’, which will see 
a three-course menu 
paired or made with 
Makar Gin.

If you are going to 
Oban Live, Loch Fyne 
Food Fair would be the 
perfect stop off on your 
way home – why not 
tie both brilliant events 
into your weekend!

For further informa-
tion, visit www.loch-
fyne.com

Loch Fyne Food Fair 
is Scotland’s long-
est-running outdoor 
food festival – and 
this year May marks 
its 26th year.
The two-day event, 

which is free to attend 
and situated on the 
picturesque shores of 
Loch Fyne, will take 
place over the week-
end of May 14 and 15, 
2016.

If you would like to advertise 
in the Campbeltown Courier or 
Argyllshire Advertiser please 
call 01631 568000
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MOK Fest – from rave 
legends to trad newbies

RAVE legends The Time 
Frequency are set to head-
line this year’s Mull of 
Kintyre Music Festival or 
MOK Fest, August 17-21. 
Set in Campbeltown, 
the festival has become 
the region’s top cultural 
event, encouraging peo-
ple to visit Kintyre from 
all parts of the globe. The 
ambition of the festival 
organisers is to showcase 
the very best in traditional 
and contemporary music 
worldwide whilst also dis-
playing the region’s cul-
tural individuality through 
the talents of the local mu-
sicians of all ages. Here’s 
a snapshot of each day.

Wednesday August 17:
Gaelic Concert which 
turns Ceol into an old 
fashioned ceilidh house 
with great tunes, stories, 
songs and fantastic chorus 
singing.  
Thursday August 18:
Kintyre’s fi nest young 
musicians perform at the 
Young Folk Night. 
Friday August 19:
The Friday Festival Cei-
lidh Night features Ceol 
an Aire, the Hollow 
Mountain String Band 
and the Dalriada Connec-
tions Band.
Saturday August 20:
Wendy MacIsaac from 
Cape Breton plays at the 

Saturday night Traditional 
Concert and will be joined 
by Scottish piper Finlay 
MacDonald with Gillian 
Frame and Jenn Butter-
worth as support.  
Sunday August 21
The Sunday afternoon 
starts with one of the fes-
tival’s hidden gems, The 
Mitchell’s Glengyle Dis-
tillery Dalriada Connec-
tions Concert; Musicians 
from Northern Ireland 
and as far afi eld as Brit-
tany in France will be 
joined by local and Ar-
gyll wide artists to cre-
ate an afternoon of Pan 
Celtic music.  The festi-
val ends on Sunday with 
the legendary Survivors 
Night with rock, pop, 
brass and pipe bands 
The annual Grand Parade 
with a carnival atmos-
phere just gets bigger and 
better every year. Groups, 
organisations and indi-
viduals are encouraged 
to join in the fun featur-
ing the Festival Cup and 
Phoenix Shield awards 
as well as the usual cash 
prizes for the best dressed 
fl oats.
Find out what inspired 
Sir Paul to say: ‘Carry me 
back to the days I knew 
then, nights when we sang 
like a heavenly choir, of 
the life and the time of the 
Mull of Kintyre.’

www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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Colonsay Spring Festival 
Isle of Colonsay 
April 25 to May 15, 2016
Highlands & Islands Music & Dance 
Festival 
Oban 
April 29 to May 1, 2016
Bute Jazz Festival 
Isle of Bute 
April 29 to May2, 2016
Oban Live 
Oban 
May 13-14, 2016
Loch Fyne Food Fair 
Loch Fyne Oysters, Cairndow 
May 14-15, 2016
Islay Festival of Music & Malt 
Isle of Islay 
May 20-28, 2016
Oban Festival of the Sea 
Oban 
May 27-29, 2016
Isle of Skye Accordion & Fiddle Festi-
val 
Isle of Skye 
May 26-28, 2016
Bluebell Music Festival 
George Hotel, Inveraray 
May 27-29, 2016 
 

Kintyre Songwriters Festival 
Campbeltown 
May 27-29, 2016
Kyles Festival 
Argyll Secret Coast 
June 2-5, 2016
Fyne Fest 
Glen Fyne, Inveraray 
June 10-12, 2016
Mendelssohn on Mull 
Isle of Mull 
July 4-9, 2016
Iona Music Festival 
Isle of Iona 
July 1-2, 2016
Tarbert Seafood Festival 
Tarbert 
July 2-3, 2016
Cantilena Festival 
Isle of Islay 
July 3-8, 2016
Tiree Feis 
Isle of Tiree 
July 3-8, 2016
Ceolas 
South Uist 
July 3r-8, 2016
Hebridean Celtic Festival 
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis 
July 13-16,2016

Tarbert Traditional Boat Festival                                                                  
Tarbert 
July 15-17, 2016
Tiree Music Festival 
Isle of Tiree 
July 15-17, 2016
Tarbert Fair  
Tarbert 
July 28t-31, 2016
Bute Fest 
Isle of Bute 
July 29-31,2016
MOKfest 
Campbeltown 
August 17-21, 2016
BLAS Festival 
Various Locations 
September 2-10, 2016
MAMAFest 
Lochgilphead 
September 2-4, 2016
Islay Jazz Festival 
Isle of Islay 
September 9-11, 2016
Tee in the Port 
Port Bannatyne, Isle of Bute 
September 24, 2016
Royal National MOD 
Western Isles 
October 14-22, 2016

Best of the West Festival 
Inveraray Castle 
September 10-11, 2016
Ceol Cholasa 
Isle of Colonsay 
September 15-18, 2016
Tarbert Music Festival 
Tarbert 
September 16-18, 2016
Jura Music Festival 
Isle of Jura 
September 23-26, 2016
Cowal Fest 
Cowal 
October 7-16, 2016
Islay Book Festival 
Isle of Islay 
September 2016
Fies na Mara 
Mallaig 
October 2016 (to be con�rmed)
Islay Sessions 
Isle of Islay 
November 18-20, 2016
Tarbert Book Festival 
Tarbert 
November 2016
Oban Winter Festival 
Oban 
November 2016

Your cut-out-and-keep festival diary
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GLEN SCOTIA 
DISTILLERY

DAILY TOURS 11.30AM AND 3PM  
MANAGERS TOURS BY APPOINTMENT

glenscotiashop@lochlomondgroup.com 
 Tel: 01586 552288    www.glenscotia.com 
 @Glenscotia5     /Glenscotiawhisky

SIR Paul McCartney made 
the Mull of Kintyre fa-
mous with his love song 
to this stunning part of 
the world. 

Music is in this area’s 
DNA and the best is on of-
fer at two stellar summer 
festivals, Mull of Kintyre 
Music Festival and Kin-
tyre Songwriters Festival. 

Dubbed the ‘friendliest 
festival in Argyll’, the Kin-
tyre Songwriters Festival, 
held May 27- 29 in Camp-
beltown, showcases mu-
sical talent in a relaxed 
atmosphere. Founded 
in 2008, the Festival at-
tracts the best emerg-
ing and established tal-
ent from Scotland and 
further a� eld. This year’s 

line-up includes Violent 
Echo and Twisted Melons 
on Friday, The Gilchris-
tians and Martha F� on on 
Saturday, and Louis Ab-
bott and Finn Lemarinel 
on Sunday.

 In addition to intimate 
performances, a seminar 
programme allows fes-
tivalgoers and budding 
musicians to meet the 
guest artists and learn 
more about writing, per-
forming and the music 
industry. A grassroots 
event that focuses on ar-
tistic development, this 
festival is considered one 
of the most artist-friendly 
in Scotland.

Rave legends The Time 
Frequency are set to 

headline this year’s Mull 
of Kintyre Music Festi-
val, or MOK Fest, August 
17-21. Set in Campbel-
town, the festival has be-
come the region’s top 
cultural event, encour-
aging people to visit Kin-
tyre from all parts of the 
globe.  Satisfying an am-
bition of the Festival to 
showcase the very best in 
traditional and contem-
porary music worldwide 
whilst also displaying the 
region’s cultural individu-
ality through the talents 
of the local musicians of 
all ages.

There are concerts all 
weekend, and following 
last year’s successful in-
augural concert, the Gael-

ic Concert turns Ceol into 
an old fashioned ceilidh 
house with great tunes, 
stories, songs and fantas-
tic chorus singing. The an-
nual Grand Parade with 
a carnival atmosphere 
just gets bigger and bet-
ter every year. Groups, or-
ganisations and individu-
als are encouraged to join 
in the fun featuring the 
Festival Cup and Phoenix 
Shield awards as well as 
the usual cash prizes for 
the best dressed � oats.

Find out what inspired 
Sir Paul to say, ‘Carry me 
back to the days I knew 
then, nights when we 
sang like a heavenly choir, 
of the life and the time of 
the Mull of Kintyre.’

Kintyre 
festivals 
are all 
about the 
music
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Artistic Director: Levon Chilingirian
Monday July 4th – Saturday July 9th

Now in its 28th year, a festival  
of classical music to celebrate  

the visit of the composer  
Felix Mendelssohn to these islands.

World-class professionals work with emerging stars in the most 
beautiful and atmospheric venues to create performances of 

unforgettable electricity.
A dozen concerts of chamber music all around Mull  
and Iona including Duart Castle and Iona Abbey.   
And a final concert in St John’s Cathedral, Oban,  

at 7.30 pm on Saturday July 9th.

All concerts admission free.
For details see mendelssohnonmull.com  

or ring 07889 277078

It’s a simple idea – to 
bring a new generation 
of musicians into con-
tact with seasoned pro-
fessional mentors in 
relaxed and stunning 
surroundings, far from 
the treadmill and stress-
es of the professional 
music circuit. 

They attend work-
shops and then perform 
a series of free concerts 
in venues across Mull, 
Iona and in Oban.

Why is the festi-
val, now run by Scot-
tish charity Sound 
Waves SCIO, so spe-
cial and important? It 
was founded by the re-
nowned violinist Leon-
ard Friedman in 1988, 
and takes its name from 
Mendelssohn’s visit to 
the West-ern Isles in the 

1820s, inspiring him 
to write his Hebrides 
Overture. 

Leonard Friedman had 
been of Scotland’s most 
talented and technical-
ly accomplished young 
musicians and in 1988 
he took a small group to 
the Isle of Mull to ben-
efit from working inten-
sively with more expe-
rienced professionals, 
and to enjoy the natural 
environment. 

This proved to be a 
highly significant devel-
opment and the festival 
is now well established 
with an international 
reputation. 

SoundWaves SCIO the 
educational outreach ac-
tivity of aims to provide 
young professional mu-
sicians with opportu-

nities to develop their 
practical music skill at 
an advanced level, in an 
environment which en-
courages personal and 
cultural development. 

Since 2000 the char-
ity has also developed 
its presence on Mull 
with the Mendelssohn 
on Mull Music Makers, 
Sound Waves SCIO. 

The festival enjoys 
considerable critical ac-
claim, and has been fea-
tured in national press 
including The Times, 
The Guardian, The 
Herald, The Scotsman, 
Scotland on Sunday, 
BBC Music Magazine 
and Classical Music 
Magazine as well as on 
BBC Radio Scotland, 
BBC Radio 3 and Clas-
sic FM.

Mendelssohn on 
Mull: wonderful 
music in a 
beautiful setting
Mendelssohn on Mull is a Scottish chamber music festival 
which takes place every year in the �rst week of July. 

Now in its 28th year, it is one of the most exceptional music 
experiences in the world. Certainly one of the friendliest! 
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Tadpoles and herring gulls
discussed at Arran Natural
History Society AGM

The ladies proudly show o�  their quilted creations. 

QuiltArran enjoy landscape 
workshop
QuiltArran held their fi rst 
workshop at the Lamlash 
fi re station last Friday under 
the guidance of well known 
quilter and fabric artist Effi e 
Galletly from Lewis. 

Inspiration
The 15 members who at-

tended learned some of the 
skills from Effi e who has 
written a book on the subject 
of landscape quilting and who 
takes her inspiration from the 
landscapes and structures of 

The ladies of QuiltArran, with the help of  E�  e Galletly, create their quilted 
landscapes. 

the Western Isles and High-
lands of Scotland. QuiltArran 
was started three years ago 
by enthusiastic quilter Alison 
Thompson whose members 
meet every Thursday after-
noon at the Lamlash fi re sta-
tion where they share ideas 
and help each other with proj-
ects, usually accompanied by 
lots of  tea and cake. 

The quilted products that 
are created are not just used 
for decorative purposes as the 

group also support The Linus 
Project which makes quilts, 
blankets, and baby clothes 
for children in hospital, care, 
and those that are suffering 
trauma.

Information
They also hope to hold their 

fi rst Exhibition in May next 
year and anyone interested 
in joining the group or for 
further information about the 
Linus Project can contact Ali-
son Thompson on 600764.

The 2016 Annual General 
Meeting of the Arran Natu-
ral History Society was held 
at the NTS Ranger Centre at 
Brodick Castle on Thursday, 
April 7 where the committee 
for the coming year was con-
fi rmed. 

The new committee elect-
ed was: Fiona Laing, chair-
person; Kate Sampson, 
vice-chairperson; Robert 
Marr, treasurer, Jim Cassels, 
Terry Southall, Brian Couper, 
Sue Archer, Jackie Newman, 
Alan Bellamy, and Lind-
sey Marr. Jill and Alan Hol-
lick, having decided to stand 
down, were thanked for the 
hard work that they have both 
so generously done for the 
society over the many years.

It was also decided that, 
because of rising costs, the 
committee would need to 
increase the fees for mem-
bership and for non-mem-

bers attending the events. 
The new rates were set at £3 
for non-members to attend a 
talk, and £15 for individual 
membership and £25 for joint 
membership.

Considerable disquiet was 
also expressed at the meeting 
by members who discussed 
verge and hedgerow cut-
ting on the island by council 
contractors. It was agreed 
that although road safety re-
quirements clearly had to be 
conformed to, it was felt that 
sections of hedges and verg-
es were being cut that had no 
relevance to road safety and 
yet had considerable habitat 
importance.

After the formal part of 
the meeting there were two 
fascinating illustrated pres-
entations by members of the 
committee. Firstly, Jackie 
Newman described the work 
she has done, and will con-

tinue to do, for the society to 
improve its profi le on social 
media. This included Face-
book and Twitter, and Jacqui 
presented some of the videos 
she has posted about the is-
land’s wildlife, including the 
wonderful Tadpole Sonata.

Terry Southall then gave an 
illustrated report on his gull 
colour ringing project, which 
is starting to provide some 
fascinating data about the 
lives of Arran’s herring gulls. 
Terry was able to show mem-
bers some of the movements 
over time of individual birds 
that have the clearly identifi -
able rings on their legs.

The next meeting of the Ar-
ran Natural History Society 
will be at 8pm on Thursday 
May 5 at the NTS Ranger 
Centre when the focus will 
be on badgers. Everyone, 
whether a member or not, is 
welcome to attend.

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames, machinery, building supplies, 

wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com  www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage
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Kenneth 
Gibson, 
Scottish 
National Party 
candidate
I am the only elected repre-
sentative to hold 33 surgeries 
across nine Arran communi-
ties each and every year since 
being elected. 

From working to deliver af-
fordable housing, Scotland’s 
fi rst ‘no-take’ zone, securing 
the Emergency Medical Re-
trieval Service and saving 
Corrie Primary School, to 
lobbying for the South Arran 
Marine Protected Area, safe 
and reliable ferry services, 
Road Equivalent Tariff, in-
vestment in port infrastruc-
ture and vessels to boost the 

At the hustings . . . the North Ayrshire candidates give their views ahead of next week’s Scottish Parliament elections
Johanna 
Baxter, 
Scottish 
Labour Party 
candidate
This election is a choice be-
tween an establishment party 
that has become, in the words 
of the Arran SNP member 
Malcolm Kerr, ‘complacent 
and self-congratulating’, and 
a renewed Labour Party with 
a candidate who cares pas-
sionately about this area.

I was born and brought up 
in Saltcoats, where my dad 
had a shop in the town, and 
have spent my happiest hol-
idays on Arran.  I’m a trade 
union offi cial who fi ghts for 
the rights of working people 
on a daily basis and live in 
Skelmorlie with my husband 
Mark.

My politics is for a purpose 
– to improve people’s lives 
and to achieve a more equal 
society. That’s why I’ve been 
running a campaign to save 
our ferries from privatisation 
because we cannot achieve 
anything if we cannot get you 

to or from the mainland. The 
number of boats and frequen-
cy of service you have should 
be based on your needs alone, 
not the amount of money that 
might be made by a private 
company that has a history of 
cutting non-profi table cross-
ings.  

The SNP has made a po-
litical choice put your ferry 
service out to tender.  They 
didn’t need to do so – they 
could have used the powers 
of the Parliament and the 
Teckal ruling to protect this 
lifeline service.  

If SERCO win the bid Cal-
Mac will cease to exist and 
once the service is off the 
order books it won’t come 
back.  A Scottish Labour gov-
ernment won’t let that happen 
– we will halt the tendering 
process immediately.

With the third highest child 
poverty rate and one of the 
highest rates of unemploy-
ment in the country, we des-
perately need inward invest-
ment to bring good quality 
jobs to Cunninghame North.

A Scottish Labour govern-
ment will invest £100m per 
year over the lifetime of the 
next parliament to make the 
delivery of universal super-
fast broadband a national in-
frastructure priority. Under 
our plan no business in Scot-
land will go without access to 
a 10MB/s broadband connec-
tion.

We will create a new skills, 
training and economic devel-
opment agency, Skills Scot-
land, to provide a new frame-
work for delivering skills and 
support young people from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.

We will make wages fairer 
– our Living Wage Commis-
sion will be tasked to ensure 

no-one is paid below the liv-
ing wage – and we will invest 
in our children’s education, 
because that is the soundest 
economic investment we can 
make. We will stop all cuts to 
education and bring back the 
50p top rate for those earning 
more than £150,000 a year.   
We’ll use that money to cre-
ate a Fair Start Fund – a grant 
paid to schools via primary 
school head teachers based on 
all children from disadvan-
taged backgrounds – which 
would mean a £2,429,000 in-
vestment in schools and nurs-
eries across North Ayrshire.

I will be a strong voice for 
Cunninghame North – work-
ing constructively, engaging 
with and speaking up for you. 
I will hold regular surgeries 
and you will receive regular 
reports of the work I do on 
your behalf. This is not the 
time for more of the same. I 
will deliver real change now.

Johanna Baxter.

island economy, I have deliv-
ered for Arran in challenging 
times, despite cuts to Scot-
land’s resource budget of 12.5 
per cent and capital budget of 
26 per cent by successive UK 
Labour, Coalition and Tory 
governments.

A new £47 million Brodick 
to Ardrossan ferry is under 
construction at Port Glasgow; 
a new £22.2 million Brodick 

harbour is being built; a minis-
terial Ardrossan Harbour Task 
Force has been established; 
two ferries will service Brod-
ick all year round from 2018, 
and the hybrid vessel Catrio-
na will increase capacity from 
Lochranza when it sails from 
there in June.

Ferry services are being ten-
dered under exactly the same 
process as the former Labour/
Lib Dem Executive used in 
2005. There will be no priva-
tisation, which the Tories sup-
port. Had we wanted to priva-
tise, the network would have 
been broken up ‘unbundled’ 
and sold off route by route.

 Scottish ministers will re-
tain control of ferry routes, 
vessels, timetables and fares, 
ensuring reliable and compet-
itive services and will protect 
employees’ terms and con-
ditions, including a fair, af-

fordable, sustainable pension 
scheme and inclusion of fair 
work principles in the con-
tract.

 We will ensure Arran is 
well connected to take advan-
tage of tourism, business and 
employment opportunities 
with mainland Scotland, the 
rest of the UK and beyond. 
By summer’s end, 97 per cent 
of Arran will have access to 
superfast broadband and I am 
determined Machrie does not 
miss out. 

The SNP Government in-
troduced a ‘presumption 
against closure’ to preserve 
rural schools, the centre of 
village life, securing the fu-
ture of Arran’s primaries.  We 
scrapped university tuition 
fees – brought in by Labour – 
saving students up to £9,000 
a year, and ensuring accept-
ance to university is based 
on the ability to learn not 
the ability to pay. We have 
increased free nursery and 
childcare from 412.5 to 600 
hours a year. If re-elected that 
will almost double to 1,140, 
ensuring youngsters get the 
very best start in life. 

We protected health spend-
ing and NHS Ayrshire and 
Arran’s budget for 2016/17 
is £669 million, a 5.3 per cent 
(£34.5 million) increase on 
2015/16. 

We oppose Labour’s Tour-
ism Tax, which could be set 
at ‘£1-£5 per person per night 
to between 5-12 per cent of 
the room rate’ would make 
Scotland’s tourist industry 
less competitive and impact 
on local economies depend-
ent on tourism like Arran’s. 

Scotland continues to have 
the most competitive business 
rates package in the UK. In 
North Ayrshire, 2,396 small 
businesses pay reduced rates 
or none at all. Innovation, in-
frastructure development and 
enhancing connectivity will 
ensure Arran thrives.  

If re-elected, I will continue 
to be a diligent MSP working 
hard for the people and com-
munities of Arran.

Kenneth Gibson.

Jamie Greene, 
Scottish 
Conservative 
and Unionist 
Party 
candidate
This Scottish Parliamenta-
ry election is important in 
many ways. The Scottish 
Government will be one of 
the world’s most powerful 
assemblies with powers over 
your family fi nances, your 
family’s education and your 
family’s safety. 

You have two votes in this 
election. Let me tell you why 
that is important.

1. You are voting for a local 
MSP to best represent you in 
Holyrood. Mr Gibson of the 
SNP has been your MSP for 
two terms now and whilst I 
thank him for his contribu-
tion, I have to ask what has 
he really done for people in 
North Ayrshire and Arran? 
Why is this constituency still 
suffering from a widening at-
tainment gap in education? 

Why is the unemployment 
rate here still higher than the 
Scottish average? Do you re-
ally feel that nine years lat-
er you are living in a safer, 
more prosperous community 
which offers its young people 
the opportunity to stay here 
and work rather than seek 
prosperity on the mainland or 
beyond? I think it is time for 
a change. Time for someone 
new to be your MSP. I am rel-
atively new to politics but I 
am tireless and full of energy 
and enthusiasm to work for 
you in Parliament.

2. You are also voting for 
the party which you think 
will best either govern, or 
hold the government to ac-
count. I am a realist, and like 
many who read the polls, am 
expecting the SNP to do well. 
Perhaps they are now in that 
enviable comfort zone of ex-
pecting or assuming that you 
will vote for them. It is vital 
that you use your list vote to 
vote for a party that will re-
ally hold them to account. To 
say ‘no’ to the Named Person 
Scheme, to say ‘no’ to Higher 
Taxes in Scotland, to say ‘no’ 
to another Independence Ref-
erendum. I believe that Ruth 
Davidson and the Scottish 
Conservatives are the party to 
do that. 

I stood in this seat in last 
year’s general election and 
I am committed to being a 
hard working servant of Ar-
ran over the next fi ve years. 
I pledge to hold regular sur-
geries on the island and try 
become a part of the fabric of 
the community.  

On my many visits to Ar-
ran over the last 18 months I 
have had the great pleasure of 
falling in love with the island 
and its people. I have met 
with business owners, fac-
tory workers, entrepreneurs, 
shop keepers, farmers, land 
owners, commuters, haulage 

Jamie Greene.

SHISKINE PRIMARY SCHOOL

MAY FAYRE 
MADNESS

SATURDAY 14TH MAY 2016
10.30 a.m. ~ 12 noon.

Grand Raffl e, Bottle or Box Tombola, 

Teas, Coffees with homemade scones, Home baking, 
Guess the Sweeties and much more…….

Everybody welcome ~ all proceeds to School Fund

WHITING BAY BOWLING CLUB
OPEN DAY

Saturday 7th May at 2pm
ALL WELCOME
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Colin Turbett, 
RISE, 
Scotland’s left 
Alliance
The only Arran resident 
standing for election is the 
West Scotland Region list 
candidate Colin Turbett.

The Shiskine trade union-
ist is the lead list candidate 
for RISE Scotland’s Left 
Alliance which says it is 
campaigning for respect, in-
dependence, socialism and 
environmentalism.

He faces opposition in the 
list, or second vote, from the 

Charity Pierce, 
Scottish 
Liberal 
Democrat 
candidate
My name is Charity Pierce 
and I am your Liberal Dem-
ocrat candidate in the upcom-
ing Scottish Parliament Elec-
tion. I will work for a fairer 
society where no-one is lim-

At the hustings . . . the North Ayrshire candidates give their views ahead of next week’s Scottish Parliament elections
companies, and tourism and 
trade bodies.  I have taken a 
great deal of time to be inter-
ested in the diffi culties and 
nuances of an island econo-
my. From the continuity of 
the ferry services to the crea-
tion of new jobs and business. 
In balancing the benefi ts of a 
much needed tourism econ-
omy with the delicate needs 
of locals and the beautiful 
environment which attracts 
people here. 

In this Scottish Parliament 
election, the only way to hold 
the SNP government to ac-
count and say ‘no’ to second 
referendum on independence 
is to use your constituency 
vote for Jamie Greene and 
your regional vote to support 
Ruth Davidson’s Scottish 
Conservatives.

ited by ignorance, poverty or 
conformity.

My key priorities are to im-
prove the quality of social 
care and mental health provi-
sion. Social care is vitally im-
portant and needs to be prop-
erly supported. Around one in 
four people in Scotland will 
have a mental health problem 
in their life. However, mental 
health services are, I believe, 

still being treated as sec-
ond-class in our NHS. Over 
recent years, the share of the 
NHS budget spent on mental 
health has decreased. That’s 
why Scottish Liberal Demo-
crats will increase it. Mental 
health needs to be put on the 
same legal footing as phys-
ical health. You wouldn’t 
wait a year for treatment for 
a broken arm so why should 

people with mental health 
conditions have to wait that 
long for treatment? 

Regarding the NHS, I be-
lieve we need to deliver more 
resources to GPs in deprived 
areas to tackle health ine-
qualities. There is too much 
of a postcode lottery when it 
comes to the resources avail-
able. The Scottish Liberal 
Democrats will also increase 
the proportion of NHS fund-
ing that is allocated to prima-
ry care and treble the Primary 
Care Fund which will address 
immediate workload and re-
cruitment issues among GPs. 

As a soon-to-be graduate of 
the University of Edinburgh, 
I have benefi ted greatly from 
the Scottish education sys-
tem. However, our education 
used to be amongst the bestin  
the world, now it’s just above 
average.  To be the best again 
we need an ambitious nurs-
ery education expansion, a 
pupil premium, investment 
in schools and more college 
places. The Scottish Liberal 
Democrats will put a penny 
on income tax to be invested 
into education. This invest-
ment will give every child a 
chance to realise their poten-
tial and give the economy the 
skilled workforce it needs.

As well as a skilled work-
force, we need to roll out 

super-fast broadband to all 
businesses and homes in 
Scotland. We must break-
down the geographical obsta-
cles facing businesses across 
the country. They cannot 
succeed in this modern age if 
they do not have access to su-
per-fast broadband and can-
not use mobile phones.

Scotland is a rich and di-
verse country but power has 
been stripped from local 
communities and hoarded in 
Holyrood. We want that pow-
er to be transferred back to lo-
cal communities and we want 
to empower nurses, doctors 
and teachers to do their jobs.

As a keen believer in healthy 
political debate, I want to see 
more Liberal Democrats in 
the Scottish Parliament. Lib-
eral Democrats have punched 
above our weight in Holy-
rood.  On challenging the 
centralisation of the police, 
standing up for mental health, 
opposing cuts to colleges and 
on expanding nursery educa-

following parties, who all 
have list candidates: Scottish 
Christian Party, Scottish Con-
servative and Unionist Party, 
Scottish Green Party, Scottish 
Labour Party, Scottish Liber-
al Democrats, Scottish Liber-
tarian Party, Scottish National 
Party, Solidarity – Scotland’s 
Socialist Movement, and UK 
Independence Party (UKIP).

Charity Pierce.

tion we have been a powerful 
force for change.  With more 
MSPs we can do so much 
more.

This election is an oppor-
tunity to make Scotland the 
best again. That’s why Lib-
eral Democrats are offering 
bold, positive change.

Colin Turbett.

Stirling Agricultural Centre
Sunday and Monday 1st & 2nd May 

Multi Breed Show and Sale of 279 Pedigree Bulls and Females
Sunday 1st May
From 1pm  Show of Charolais and Simmental bulls and Highland cattle
Monday 2nd May
8.45am  Parade of Salers and British Blue bulls
9am  Show of Limousin bulls 
10am  Show of Aberdeen-Angus bulls followed by Beef Shorthorn bulls
10.45am  Sale of Highland (11 & 9 females)
11.15am  Sale of Salers (7) and British Blue bulls (1)
11.30am  Sale of Charolais (65), Simmental (65 & 1 female), Limousin (59 & 3   
 females), Aberdeen-Angus (33) and Beef Shorthorn (17 & 8 females) 
Also at 11am Special Show and Sale of 350 Beef Breeding Cattle

Including Scottish Simmental Club Annual Show 
Wednesday 4th May at 10.45am May Sale of 2000 Store Cattle

Catalogue available to download at www.uagroup.co.uk
Stirling Agricultural Centre Stirling FK9 4RN 01786 473055   stirling@uagroup.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 4 May, 1996
 Schools display
The Arran Heritage Museum is now in its 
18th year. It is a superb example of a ‘peo-
ple’s project’ which was initially created on 
the initiative of local people and it is still run 
by a committee of volunteers.

Everybody on the island knows of it, most 
have visited, but as a permanent fi xture there 
is a slight tendency to take it for granted, 
which is why a new working committee has 
been set up to come up with new ideas at the 
museum.

This year’s special exhibition is on the 
schools of Arran. Photographs and items 
from the seven primary schools and the high 
school are on display, including a high school 

Alastair MacKenzie of the Knowe Farm was recently the � rst person to be awarded 
the Colin Cox Memorial Quaich for being the best novice member of the Arran Gun 
Club. Ian Struthers, a friend of the late Colin Cox, is seen making the presentation. 
B18twe05

painting which depicts the fi rst job that the 
Royal Navy carried out when they visited Ar-
ran during the Second World War, which saw 
them remove the child-sized loos and replace 
them with adult ones at the high school.

 Historic meeting
A historic meeting was held in Lamlash on 
Friday morning. It was the fi rst area commit-
tee meeting to be held on the island by the 
new North Ayrshire Council. It was also the 
fi rst routine council meeting on Arran since 
the demise of Bute County Council. 

For just over an hour the council rooms in 
Lamlash were part of the mainland. With vid-
eo linking, overhead projectors and troops 
of council offi cers, it was not like an Arran 
meeting. Councillor John Sillars was in the 
chair.

Just over 20 people were present and alter-
native meetings, for the North Coast and Ar-
ran, will be held on the island, the next being 
in August.

 Backing British beef
With the mass hysteria of the British beef 
scare, one man has scored a small but sig-
nifi cant success by dispelling the notion that 
British beef is unsafe. 

Sandy Mutch of Brodick, dismayed at a 
Findus advert in a national newspaper say-
ing that its products were approved import-
ed beef, contacted the Advertising Standards 
Authority asking who approved the imported 
beef. The ASA contacted Findus and posed 
the question. The answer was ‘approved by 
their quality and scientifi c services’. Put an-
other way Findus were approving their own 
products.

As a result the ASA wrote back to Mr 
Mutch: ‘We have asked the advertisers to de-
lete or qualify the claim.’

So all within the space of three weeks Mr 
Mutch had challenged the claim of a big 
company and it had been investigated and 
changed.

Brian Robertson cruises in for the Arran Runners 
who were one of 10 teams competing in this 
years Olympic distance team triathlon held last 
week. In � rst place were The 153’s, second were 
the Arran Runners. In third place, and the � rst 
mixed team, were Aqua� zz. B18twe01

The Arran Heritage Museum working commitee are: Peter Emslie, John Sillars, Jean 
Johnstone, Tom Finnie, Grace Small and Wilma Pirie. B18twe02

The painting showing the Navy replacing the loos at the high school during the war. 
B18twe03 

Glencloy farmhouse has managed to 
� nd a way to extend the tourist season 
with an activity holiday that o� ers 
embroidery courses where visitors can 
hone their skills or learn the skill from 
new while visiting on their holidays. 
Tutor Ann Hollingworth is seen here 
with one of the guests. B18twe04
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon-Sat: 10am-5pm, Sunday: 12.30pm - 5pm
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Arran Heritage Museum Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Saturday 30th April
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets - surgery Brodick, 9.30-11am
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9am-noon
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling club open day Brodick Bowling club, 2pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
House contents sale Flaxmill Cottage, Lagg, 11am-4pm
Live music with Jonnie Scotland The Douglas Hotel, 9pm
Live music from Badstone The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Lamlash Bowling club open day Bowling club, 2pm
Women in Black Brodick Slipway, 1- 2pm
Coastal way 12k trail run Blackwaterfoot, noon
Arran RFC vs Waysiders Drumpellier RFC Ormidale park, 2pm

Sunday 1st May
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5-6.30pm
Open Session - all musicians & singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Live music - Biffy sings Jazz The PHT, Lamlash, 2pm

Monday 2nd May
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets - surgery 9-10.30am 
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
WBay Bowling Club rink game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Citizens Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am-1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7-8.30pm

Tuesday 3rd May
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9-10.30am
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am-1pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7-9pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30-9pm
Garden Walk Brodick Castle, 2pm

Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Flow Yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
Arran Civic Trust AGM Brodick Pavilion, 7pm
Feis Arainn AGM Arran High School, 7.30pm
Castles Painting tours Brodick Castle, 11am

Wednesday 4th May
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets - surgery Brodick, 9-10.30am & 6-7pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45-10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30-3.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4-6pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game Brodick Bowling Club, 6.45pm
Vile Victorians Brodick Castle, 2pm
Flow Yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Sprring Snacks Lochranza centre, 11am-2pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am-noon
Parkinsons support group Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Coffee Morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am - 12noon

Thursday 5th May
Morning Fitness  Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie Leisure Club, 2-3.30pm
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Tennis senior club night Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club, 5.30pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2-4.30pm
Flow Yoga Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Spring snacks Lochranza Field Centre, 11am-2pm

Friday 6th May
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45-10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9-10.30am and 3-4pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7-8.30pm
Frydays at Lochranza Field centre Field Centre, Lochranza, 5.30-8pm
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Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

COMPUTING SERVICES

Trade Classifi eds

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

WEB DESIGN

Drive Times
GARDENING SERVICES

The Arran Team
Holiday Home Letting & 

Property Management Specialists

Arran Team Gardening Services
Now covering the whole island

Regular grass and hedge cutting services
Tree Felling (NPTC quali� ed)

Garden Clearing, strimming & brush cutting
Landscaping and fencing

For a free no obligation quote
call 01770 303113 
Competitive Rates Classifi ed

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

FIRST AID

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Tel: 01292 541647

Willerby Static Caravan for sale
On a small quiet park near Ayr, South 

Ayrshire.  Village location, 10 mins from 
beach, pets welcome, private parking and 

open all year.

£8950 including 2016 site fees

Property
LONG LET IN LAMLASH

From 16th April 2016
Modern 2 bedroomed balconied house

50 metres from shore in the centre of the village
Completely furnished and suitable for 2 people.

£575 per month plus CTax
Sorry no pets or DHSS

Tel: 01770 600795 or 07813622059

TO LET 
Arran Family Fun Park
Commercial units of differing size, 

only pay for the tourist season. 
Call for details 
07989435122

To Let
Laundry Cottage, Dougarie

Detached two bedroom, open 
plan living, modern cottage.

Access via track, parking area & garden.
Short assured tenancy

Deposit and references required.
£650pcm plus utilities

Contact O�  ce@dougarie.com / 01770 840259

OVER £30
Caldura 17lt mini fridge 
hardly used cost £70 will ac-
cept £50 Tel: 07775185442
Motorbike Kawaski 500. 1 
year mot, 8000 miles good 
condition £750, GP14 fi bre-
glass hull full set of sails, 
launching trolley £325 
Tel:07717845755

FREE TO UPLIFT
Brown sofa bed  - good con-
dition Tel: 870252

UNDER £30
Larder fridge - white - 
H:84cm, W:55cm, D:60cms 
very good condition £30 Tel: 
302096

WANTED
Cork tiles, must be non adhe-
sive type Tel: 600238
Grazing wanted for horses, 
Lamlash/WB/Brodick area 
(although anywhere consid-
ered) - Tel. 601263

HOUSE CONTENTS SALE

HOUSE CONTENTS SALE
Saturday 30th April

11am - 4pm
Flaxmill Cottage, Lagg

Furniture, linen & equipment from holiday 
cottage on sale

Tel: 870342

Long Term Let 
Lamlash

Luxury 4 bedroom 3 bathroom Villa 
available end of May.

£900 per calendar month plus utilities.
Telephone Helen – 01770 600242
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Recruitment Public Notices
Kenneth Gibson MSP

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Facebook: kenneth.gibsonmsp   website: www.kennethgibson.org

Due to dissolution of the Scottish Parliament on 23rd of March for elections on 5th 
May, Kenneth Gibson is not permitted to hold surgeries.  However, if he is re-elected, 
MSP advice surgeries will resume at the following dates, locations and times: 

Monday 9th May  Monday 13th June  
Lochranza and Catacol  
Village Hall 11.30 - 12.30 Whiting Bay Village Hall 11.15 - 12.15
Shiskine Village Hall 13.30 - 14.30 Kildonan Village Hall 13.00 - 14.00
Lamlash Fire Station 15.00 - 16.00 Brodick Health Centre 15.00 - 16.00

No 
appointment 
necessary

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please contact his constituency office:

The family owned and operated Best Western Kinloch Hotel in Blackwaterfoot are 
currently recruiting for the following positions.

Senior Chef De Partie
Are you an experienced Chef de Partie looking for a fantastic new opportunity? 

The successful applicant will produce excellent food, provide exceptional service and promote 
positivity within the department. They will be enthusiastic and passionate, with a positive working 

attitude. The hotel caters up to 150 covers per night between our restaurant & bar, with functions and 
celebration events throughout the season, offering high standards of freshly prepared food using fine 

local ingredients.
Salary negotiable depending on experience.

Food & Beverage Supervisor
Are you a food & beverage supervisor looking for a fantastic new opportunity?

Or an experienced food & beverage assistant looking for the next step in the career ladder?
The hotel caters up to 150 covers per night between our restaurant and bar, with functions and 
celebration events throughout the season. Successful applicants will have a positive “can do” 

attitude, work well within a team, provide support to the management team and provide a fantastic 
guest experience!  

Salary negotiable depending on experience.

Food & Beverage Assistants
Full, part time, evening & weekend positions available in our food & beverage department. 

Successful applicants will have a positive attitude, work well within a team, provide support to 
supervisors and managers and provide a fantastic guest experience!  

Prior bar & waiting experience an advantage but not essential.
Salary from £6.75 to £7.25 depending on age & experience

House Keeping Assistants
Full time house-keeping vacancy working daytime shifts 5 days out of 7. 

Successful applicants will be excellent team players, have a positive personality and show great 
attention to detail.  Previous house-keeping experience an advantage but not essential.

Salary from £6.75 to £7.25 depending on age & experience

Live in accommodation available for all positions if required.
CV’s and applications should be sent to hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk

Kinloch Hotel 
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran KA27 8ET T: 01770 860 444 F: 01770860447

www.bwkinlochhotel.co.uk
Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
Capital Dredging, Lochranza Pier, Arran

Notice is hereby given that Caledonial Maritime Assets Ltd has 
applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, under 
Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of Capital 
Dredging at:

Location Latitude Longitude
Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

Lochranza Pier, Arran 55° 42.485’ N 05° 18.111’ W
55° 42.489’ N 05° 18.105’ W
55° 42.498’ N 05° 18.093’ W
55° 42.491’ N 05° 18.080’ W
55° 42.483’ N 05° 18.091’ W
55° 42.479’ N 05° 18.810’ W
55° 42.477’ N 05° 18.092’ W

     (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at 
Lochranza Centre, Shore Road, Lochranza, KA27 8HL,  
during 0900 – 1700 on weekdays.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues in 
respect of the application should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine Laboratory, 375 
Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this 
notice or by email: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: 
MCMS/05882
Caledonial Maritime Assets Ltd

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 
Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 20.05.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND BUILDINGS IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 1987
Applications for Listed Building Consent.

Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
16/00326/LBC; 27 Hamilton Terrace, Lamlash, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Minor internal 
and external alterations and alterations to signage.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)
16/00366/PP; Sentinel 2, Corriegills, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Renewal of unexpired 
planning permission N/13/00219/PP for demolition of dwelling house and erection 
of replacement dwelling house.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

VACANCY
Class 1 HGV Driver required

Timber haulage experience would be
an advantage but not essential.

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Tel. 01770 600242

Email: mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Cook required
Some mass catering experience preferred.

£7.80 per hour - 42 hours a week
Accommodation package available.

Contact: info@lochranzacentre.co.uk
Tel: 01770 830637

Lochranza 
Field Centre

ARRAN MUSIC 
FESTIVAL

AGM
Monday 9th May at 8pm

at Arran High School

KILMORY PUBLIC HALL
AGM

Monday 23rd May 2016 at 7.30 p.m.
Topics of Information and discussion

•  New Community Mast in Kilmory and 
Sliddery (full mobile phone coverage)

•  Change of Corporate Structure for the Hall

•  New marketing name ~ Kilmory Haven

Please come along to hear about all that 
has happened and the exciting news ahead 
regarding the Community Mast.  We look 
forward to seeing and hearing from you.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
(Part of the Worldwide Anglican 

Church) 
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 

Sunday 1st May
Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 

Rev Barry Roberts,
 Macclesfield. 

Coffee after service.
Wednesday, 4th May

Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.
ALL WELCOME 

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship on 
Thursday 5th May

 at 7.30 pm,
 in St Molios’ Church, Shiskine. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson,
 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 1st May
Lochranza Church,

 9.30am Morning Worship.
Pirnmill Church

10.45am Morning Worship
Shiskine Church,

12noon Morning Worship.
Brodick Church,

 10.30am Morning Worship 
including Celebration of the 

Lord’s Supper.
7pm Thanksgiving Service of 

Praise including Celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper.

Corrie Church,
11.30am Prayer Meeting, 
12noon Morning Worship 

including Celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. 

There will also be a Service of 
Worship including Celebration 

of the Lord’s Supper in 
Montrose House at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 1st May
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am
In both churches:

Sacrament of Communion
In Lamlash:

Tea/coffee served at back of 
Church 10.45 – 11.15. 

Please bring your own flask!  
Shortbread will be provided
Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 1st May
Morning Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Communion Services
as follows:

Preparatory Service
Saturday 30th April

at 7pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Sunday 1st May
Morning Service 11am,
 Trust Housing Lounge,

Glen Estate, Brodick
The Lord’s Supper will be dis-

pensed at close of morning service.
Evening Service  6.30pm

5 Glen Road
Thanksgiving Service

Monday 2nd May
at  7pm

Hazelbank, Pirnmill

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 1st May
 Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth
 Watson at 10.30am.

The praise will be led by the 
Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra.

Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after the service.  

All most welcome.
 There will be a service in
 Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to

 which all friends are welcome.   

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 1st May 
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222

ARAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 1st May 
Service 11am at Ormidale Pavilion
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind 
post office)

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

DEATHS

Local cycling group, the 
Arran Belles enjoyed a fan-
tastic weekend of cycling 
after meeting up with anoth-
er all-female cycling group 
from Stirling known as the 
Klassy Burds. 

The Burds, having previ-
ously contacted the Belles to 
arrange a group cycle, final-
ly met up last weekend and 
on Saturday the Burds and 

Jennifer with her trophy and men’s race winner Will 
MacKay. 

Waysiders Drumpellier41
Isle of Arran 7

Arran Rugby Club were heavily beaten by 41 
points to 7 away to Waysiders Drumpellier 
on Saturday.  Travelling to Coatbridge with 
only 15 players Arran started poorly, conced-
ing four tries in the first-half as they strug-
gled to deal with the strong running game of 
the home side.  

Arran rallied in the second-half and man-
aged to score a consolation try through Jack 
(John Mulholland) Simmons. However, 
Waysiders scored a further two tries to leave 
Arran on the wrong end of a 41 – 7 score line.  

Arran will be looking to gain revenge for 
this heavy defeat as they face the same op-
position at Ormidale Park today (Saturday) 
with the kick off around 2pm.  

Arran suffer a heavy defeat in Coatbridge

The Burds and Belles enjoyed a cycle around the north of the island. 

Burds and Belles come together for cycle trip
Belles completed the 40 mile 
cycle from Brodick towards 
Sannox and up the Boguil-
lie and towards Machrie be-
fore returning via The String 
road to Brodick. The visiting 
Burds also enjoyed the fan-
tastic scenery and a taste of 
Arran weather which includ-

ed sunshine, strong winds and 
hailstones. By the time that it 
was all over they vowed to re-
turn and do it all again.

The Arran Belles meet every 
Tuesday at 10am, Thursday 
evenings at 5.30pm and a 
Newbies Cycle is held every 
second Sunday at 2pm. Away 

days to the mainland are also 
arranged every month. The 
Belles describe their events 
as fun cycling with plenty 
of stops. Cyclists of all abil-
ities are invited to join them 
by calling Janice on 07884 
013727. 

Jennifer breaks long-standing record
Occasional flurries of snow 
drifted down from the Cairn-
gorms but the cold weather 
did little to curb the enthusi-
asm of thousands of competi-
tors taking part in the first day 
of RunBalmoral 2016. Short 
distance races for primary 
and secondary schools were 
followed by a 5k and a 10k 
race for senior athletes.

Arran Runner Jenn Wetton 
(née Emsley) had been out of 
action for almost a year after 
damaging an achilles tendon 
in the build up to this event 
in 2015. Rest, physiotherapy, 
acupuncture and light gym 
work, coupled with frustra-
tion, lasted for about nine 
months, followed by a grad-
ual return to running, then 
racing.

Some encouraging per-
formances in the last few 
weeks led to an invitation 
to take part in the Balmoral 
10k, which takes place in the 
grounds of the castle, which 

itself forms the backdrop to 
the final few hundred metres 
of all the races.

Record
Jennifer, a former Scot-

tish marathon champion and 
Scotland international, run-
ning for Central AC, broke 
the longest-standing record 
in the history of the Balmor-
al meeting when lifting the 

women’s title in the Stena 
Drilling Tartan 10km.

The course features a steep 
hill which extends for over 
one kilometre. Jennifer, who 
was surprised by the severity 
of ‘the hill’ recorded 36 min 
20 sec to shave three seconds 
off the previous best mark set 
in 2006 by Aberdonian Lynn 
Wilson.

DOLAN - THOMAS
Peacefully at Arran War Me-
morial Hospital on Saturday, 
23rd April 2016. Tom, aged 
77 years, beloved husband of 
Helen. Funeral service in Ro-
man Catholic Church, Brod-
ick, on Friday, 29th April at 
11:30 am and thereafter to 
Brodick New Cemetery to 
which all are welcome.

CAMPBELL - BETTY
The family of the late Betty 
Campbell (Meadowbank) 
would like to thank all family 
and friends for their support 
and kindness at this time.  
Thanks to the Rev Angus Ad-
amson for a wonderful ser-
vice, to Liz Dale for her love-
ly poem and to Ross for his 
poignant piping.  Thanks to 
the district nurses, Shiskine 
surgery, Maggie, Janet and 
Debbie for all their care 
and attention over the past 
months.  Thanks also to the 
staff at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital and D & C Hendry 
for funeral arrangements.
The Campbell Clan

CAMPBELL - EMILY
Peacefully at Adams House 
Care Home, Johnstone on 
Sunday, 24th April 2016.  
Emily, beloved wife of Don-
ald, much loved mum of 
Dawn and Gary and a dear-
ly loved gran.  Funeral Ser-
vice to which all family and 
friends are respectfully invit-
ed, will be held at            St. 
Molios Church, Shiskine on 

Thursday, 5th May com-
mencing at 11.30am, thereaf-
ter to Shiskine Cemetery.  A 
collection in lieu of flowers 
will be taken on the day for 
Adams House Care Home, 
Johnstone.
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Summer Bridge results
Results of Arran Bridge Club’s summer competition held at 
Lamlash on Monday April 25 were: 1 Moray Gardner and 
Brenda Livingstone, 2 Tricia Martin and Eendy McNiven, 3 
Liz Robertson and Jennifer McArthur.

Anyone for cricket?
Sannox Cricket Club is holding an indoor cricket practise ses-
sion at Auchrannie games hall on Tuesday May 3 in an effort 
to recruit new members for the upcoming cricket season. 

The session will be informal and players of all levels of ex-
perience are encouraged to go along and take part in what 
should be a fun evening. The event will be free of charge and 
all equipment will be provided. The session will run from 
7pm to 9 pm and further details can be obtained by messaging 
the club on its Facebook page.

Brodick were the winners of the Kiscadale Tray. 

Brodick wins Kiscadale Tray 
for first time in 10 years

All of the players at the ALGU Kiscadale competition. 

Trophy winners at the ALGU Kiscadale competition are 
l to r: Kema Genda, island championship runner up; 
Susan Butchard, island champion; Yvonne Brothers, 
ALGU president; Liz Sinclair, Drumadoon Plate and Pite 
Johnston, Flockhart Trophy.

Arran Ladies Golf Union
The Arran Ladies Golf Union Kis-
cadale Tray was held at Machrie 
Bay Golf Club from Tuesday, 
April 19 to Saturday April 23. It 
was blessed with beautiful weath-
er on the first two nights and, al-
though dry on the Saturday after-
noon, ‘the north wind did blow’ 
but ‘we didn’t have snow’.

It was very cold and blustery and 
quite a test for competitors. As 
Whiting Bay was unable to field 
a team again this year, it remained 
to Brodick, Lamlash, Machrie Bay 
and Shiskine to compete for the 
coveted trophy. 

On the first evening, Machrie 
won one game and lost one against 
Lamlash, while Brodick won one 
and halved one against Shiskine. 
On the second night, Shiskine 
won both of their games against 
Machrie and Brodick won both 
games against Lamlash.

On the final Saturday afternoon, 
Brodick ran out winners over 
Machrie in both games although 
Machrie put up a great show only 
losing 3/2 and 2/1. Shiskine won 
both their games against Lamlash. 

Many congratulations to Brodick 
on winning the Kiscadale Tray for 
the first time in 10 years. Ann Hart, 
non-playing captain, led her team 
of Ann May, Susan Butchard, Mar-

garet Roxburgh, Aileen Latona, 
Lesley Murray and Heather Rae-
side, to a well-deserved victory. 

Thanks to Machrie Bay for the 
courtesy of the course and to Da-
vid Jeffrey, head greenkeeper, and 
his staff for all of his efforts in get-
ting the course in good condition, 
despite the vagaries of the weather 
during the last few months. Thanks 
also to Claire and her team in the 
clubhouse for the delicious sup-
pers. 

The annual prizegiving then took 
place. Winners were: island cham-
pion, Susan Butchard, runner up, 
Kema Genda. Flockhart Trophy, 
Piet Johnston. Cir Mhor Trophy, 
Sheila Gray. Drumadoon Tray, Liz 
Sinclair. Kiscadale Tray, Brodick, 
runners up, Shiskine.

The individual winners of the 
Drumadoon competitions also re-
ceived their prizes. Thanks to all 
of the competitors, spectators and 
everyone who helped to make the 
week a great success and hopefully 
it was enjoyed by everyone. 

The annual divisional meeting 
will take place at Machrie Bay on 
Monday May 16 at 7.30pm. 

Fixture: Saturday May 7, Flock-
hart Trophy, Lamlash, starting at 
12.30pm.
Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday April 21, Yellow Medal. 

Three played. 1 Jim Gibson 78-
13=65, 2 Roger Garrat 81-15=66.

Sunday April 24, Drift Inn Qua-
ich. Thirteen competed and every-
one returned scores. Scratch Iain 
Murchie 29 stableford pts BIH 
over P Jameson. 1 Paul Jameson 
40pts, 2 Andy Smith 38pts, 3 Dan-
ny Currie 35pts. Scratch Iain Mur-
chie 29 stableford pts BIH over P 
Jameson. There was only one mag-
ic two at the tenth hole. The fifth 
was selected so fund rolls over into 
the next competition. Winner of 
the Drift Inn Quaich, Stableford, 
was Paul Jameson, runner up Andy 
Smith.

Fixtures: Friday April 29, AGA 
Seniors Bowl, first round from 
5pm. Sunday May 1, AGA Spring 
handicap at Machrie Bay. Monday, 
May 2, Junior handicap at Machrie 
Bay. Thursday May 6, Summer 
Cup. Making up own games, con-
sult starter for times.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday, April 21, Summer 
Cup. Iain Sillars 14, 63 acb, Ken-
ny McMillan 12, 63 acb, Jimmy 
Armit 11, 63, Scratch, Derek Rox-
burgh 73. A rare occurrence with 
top three having the same score, 
Ian’s last six holes proving deci-
sive.

Sunday April 24, Belhaven Med-
al. Jim Reid 16, 64, Iain Sillars 14, 
66 acb, Calum McFadzean 11, 66, 
Scratch, Iain MacDonald 74. A 
well-kent Arran golfing name atop 
the leader board. If Jim can pitch 
and putt like his namesake he’ll 
win frequently!

Fixture: Sunday May 1, Aga 
Spring handicap at Machrie so no 
competition at Brodick.

Ladies section fixture: Tuesday, 
May 3, Medal and CCQ 3, Kis-
cadale dinner at 7.30pm. 

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday, April 20, Summer 
Trophy, Round 3. This really was 
the summer trophy as clear blue 
skies and bright sunshine greet-
ed the 19 who played. This was a 
long overdue reminder of why we 
play at Whiting Bay with views to 
the far mountains of the north and 

across the firth to Ayrshire. The 
course is improving too, with the 
greens firming up and showing 
the benefit of mowing and rolling. 
Stan Rainey took full advantage 
to storm home with a net 59. CSS 
remained at 63. 1 Stan Rainey 10, 
59, 2 Nicol Auld 4, 62 acb and 
lowest gross, 3 Jamie Macpherson 
5, 62, 4 Wolfi Kroner 14, 63. Jamie 
Macpherson bagged the only mag-
ic twos of the day at the second and 
third.

Sunday, April 24, The Wolfi 
and Gege Kroner Stablefords. An 
appreciative field of 25 golfers 
played in Wolfi and Gege Stable-
fords, one of the early ‘majors’ in 
the WBGC calendar and an ever 
popular event. In the men’s com-
petition, Pete Smith romped home 
with an impressive 40 pts. In the 
press tent afterwards,  he said he 
was delighted to have won the 
‘Wolfi and Gege’ but was now 
feeling ‘rather tired’.

1 Peter Smith 18, 40pts, 2 David 
Brookens 12, 39pts acb, 3 Graeme 
Crichton 13, 39pts, 4 Colin Wan-
nop 28, 37pts. Gus Macleod and 
David Morrison bagged the only 
magic twos of the day at the sec-
ond and fourth respectively. In a 
close fought ladies competition, 
first prize went to Jean Davidson. 
1 Jean Davidson 24, 28pts acb, 2 
Chantal Smith 25, 28pts, 3 Lesley 
Wood, 20, 17pts. 

This was the last ever ‘Wolfi 
and Gege’ and sincere thanks go 
to both of them for hosting this 
competition over the years. It has 
always a been a popular event, due 
in no small way to the generosity 
of its hosts, apparent both in the 
prizes on offer and the on-course 
hospitality. This and the sophis-
ticated oratory from Wolfi at the 
clubhouse prizegivings will be 
sadly missed.

Fixtures: Sunday, May 1, AGA 

Spring Handicap at Machrie. 
Wednesday, May 4, Summer Tro-
phy Round 4. Friday, May 6, AGA 
Seniors Bowl at Brodick 5pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday April 19, Peter Sutton. 
8 played, CSS 64. 1 C Laing 80-
17=63, 2 B Sherwood 79-13=66, 3 
H Bannatyne 77-6=71 BIH. 

Fixture: Tuesday May 3 at 
12.30pm and 5.30pm Peter Sutton 
and Lady Mary. Saturday May 7, 
Hugh Steel Cup at 12.30pm, a nine 
hole competition for gents aged 
over 60 years old.

Shiskine Golf Club
Friday April 22, Shiskine v Brod-
ick. We would like to thank our 
friends from Brodick for coming 
over the String for a wonderful 
evening. Twenty-four golfers en-
joyed the links with Shiskine nar-
rowly winning. Nearest the pins: 
4th - Matt Dobson (very close to 
an ace!), 10th - Gordon Stewart 

and 12th - Kenny McMillan. A 
big thanks to Kinloch Hotel for 
providing the excellent food and 
refreshments after the golf.

Arran Golfers Association
Fixtures: Friday April 29, Sen-
iors Bowl first round at Brodick 
Golf Club. Friday May 6, Seniors 
Bowl semi-finals. Friday, May 
13, Seniors Bowl final, all from 
5pm. Draw: Machrie v Shiskine, 
winners play Brodick, Lamlash v 
Lochranza, Corrie v Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, May 1, Spring Handicap 
at Machrie Bay Golf Club, sheets 
on notice boards, late entries ac-
cepted. Monday May 2, Junior 
Handicap at Machrie Bay Golf 
Club at 4pm. Junior Matchplay 
Machrie Bay Golf Club first round 
by May 8, semi-final by May 15 
and final on Monday May 23, ven-
ues flexible depending on who is 
playing. If no agreement on venue 
between the players, Machrie will 
be the choice.
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Round island relay ride raises 
more than £6,000 for charity

Janis Murchie with Olive Lynn are cheered home in 
Brodick. 01_B18ride01

A charity relay ride around 
the island last weekend raised 
more than £6,000, with more 
money still to come in.

Over three days, 42 horses 
and riders and two carriage 
drivers took part in the round 
Arran relay in memory of 
Amanda Saville who sadly 
lost her battle with cancer in 
February. 

The event started with seven 
riders leaving Ormidale Park 
in Brodick on Friday lunch-
time and fi nished with the re-
turn of two carriages to Brod-

Janis and Olive are all smiles at the end of the relay. 
01_B18ride02

Riders leave Brodick heading for Sannox. 01_B18ride04

The seven riders who started the relay. 01_B18ride03

ick late on Sunday afternoon. 
Organiser Janis Murchie led 
the lead carriage home with 
stepper Olive Lynn, who won 
an online auction for the hon-
our.

The event was in aid of the 
charity Sports Driving Un-
limited that Amanda estab-
lished and to raise awareness 
of horses and riders on roads.

Janis said the weekend was 
a huge success and everything 
ran like clock work. 

She said: ‘I would like 
to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone who made 
the weekend possible; all the 
riders, horses, carriage driv-
ers, helpers, trailer drivers, 
supporters, all the businesses 
that donated very generously 

towards the raffl e and auction 
evening and the Drift Inn for 
its hospitality on the Saturday 
evening.

‘Also the Kinloch Hotel for 
kindly donating all proceeds 
from its Mackerel Lottery to 
the charity, the escort drivers, 
especially Colin Bell who 
kindly donated his whole 
weekend to being an escort 
driver and keeping us all safe 
on our journey round the is-
land, the local police, the 
crew of the MV Caledonian 
Isles, Laura Hemming, Liz 
and staff at the Co-op and the 
Lagg Hotel for the amazing 
bacon rolls on the Sunday 
morning.

‘In addition I would like 
to thank all the drivers that 
passed the horses and riders 
widely and slowly and every-
one who kindly donated to-
wards this amazing cause.

‘I am still waiting on some 
sponsorship money to come 
in but so far we have raised 
£6,213.’


