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Concession 
ferry fares 
set to rise
Concession holders have 
been hit by a 20p hike in the 
cost of a single ferry ticket.

The rise has been approved 
despite the fact that under 
RET general fares cannot go 
up until April 2018.

Strathclyde Part nership for 
Transport pushed through the 
rise which sees a single fare 
on the Brodick to Ardrossan 
route increased from £2.60 
to £2.80 for island residents,  
but it failed to tell anyone. 
The fi rst most older and dis-
abled passengers knew about 
the rise was when they went 
to buy a ticket.

Retiring North Ayrshire 
Councillor John Bruce, 
who was a member of the 
SPT, told Arran Communi-
ty Council this week the in-
crease has been caused by 
funding cuts by the 12 con-
tributing councils to the SPT. 
He said it was the fi rst time 
there had been an increase 
for four years.

Community councillors 
were concerned that it erod-
ed the differential between 
the full and concessionary 
fare, but Councillor Bruce 
warned: ‘It may be in the fu-
ture that they may not be able 
to afford it at all.’

The closure of the Arran 
public toilets is a political 
hot potato that just won’t 
go away, if Monday night’s 
hustings meeting in Brod-
ick was anything to go by.

The issue took centre 
stage as the candidates in 
next week’s local council 
elections faced the elector-
ate in Brodick Hall.

However, with seven can-
didates standing for the Ar-
dossan and Arran seat, not 
a single hopeful from the 
mainland was represented 
at the event, organised by 
the Arran CVS.

That left the three Ar-
ran candidates – Ellen Mc-
Master of the SNP, Con-
servative Timothy Billings 
and Scottish Socialist Col-
in Turbett – facing the 

Looking for your vote: Timothy Billings, Conservative; Ellen McMaster, SNP; and SSP 
candidate Colin Turbett ahead of the hustings. 01_A17hustings01

Toilets biggest concern
as four miss hustings

60-strong audience in what 
was largely a good-natured 
exchange.

Like an old-fashioned 
hustings, each candidate 
was allowed a three-minute 
introduction. All seven 
candidates had been asked 
to provide a statement 
but only a further two had 
sent them and these were 
read out by chairman Bill 
Calderwood from inde-
pendent candidate John 
Hunter and Labour’s Claire 
McGuire. The second SNP 
candidate standing for the 
seat, Tony Gurney, sent his 
apologies by telephone, the 
meeting heard.

However, it did not take 
long for the toilets issue to 
be raised by a woman who 
said it was the fi rst time she 
had ever been to a hustings 

Continued on page 7
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Man is jailed for 18 months 
after being caught with axes 
Police on Arran received 
numerous calls about a 
man walking through a 
village carrying two large 
weapons, a court has heard.

At Kilmarnock Sheriff 
Court, Steven Shankland, 
31, of East Woodstock 
Court, Kilmarnock, plead-
ed guilty to having the axes 
in Main Street, Lamlash, 
in May last year. He was 
jailed for 18 months. 

Jo Cunningham, prose-
cuting, said that Shankland 
was spotted by an off-duty 
police offi cer as he car-
ried the items while walk-
ing past shops and a hotel. 
She described them as ‘two 
large, wooden-handled 
axes with no protective 
covering’. 

Ms Cunningham said 
that the offi cer called the 
police control room, not-
ing that ‘other people were 

alarmed’. ‘This was not 
the only call which was 
made,’ she said. ‘The po-
lice received numerous 
calls about the male carry-
ing axes.’

By the time other of-
fi cers arrived on the scene, 
Shankland was no longer 
there. But he was identifi ed 
from CCTV footage. 

Ms Cunningham said: 
‘That clearly showed the 
accused walking on the 
footpath with the axes. He 
was carrying one in each 
hand.’

Peter Murray, defending, 
said his client had ‘a fairly 
lengthy history of offend-
ing behaviour’. He also 
had a long history of drug 
and alcohol misuse which 
had led to mental health 
problems. 

He said Shankland had 
been living a dilapidated 

cottage on Arran with no 
gas, electricity or water. 
Mr Murray said: ‘He was 
effectively scavenging in 
bins outside local stores. 
His behaviour at the time 
was fairly erratic.’ 

And he added: ‘There is 
no suggestion he had these 
items for any nefarious 
purpose. He clearly did not 
have any reasonable ex-
cuse or lawful authority to 
have them with him.’ 

Shankland also admitted 
failing to appear at court 
on previous occasions. 

Mr Murray said that this 
was down to his ‘fairly 
chaotic’ lifestyle. 

Sheriff Elizabeth McFar-
lane sentenced Shankland 
to 18 months’ imprison-
ment on the axe charge, 
with a concurrent six-
month term for his failures 
to appear. 

Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Arran prepares for the 
friendly Scout invasion
Arran is set for a friendly 
invasion this May Day 
weekend.

A national Scouting event 
will see more 500 Scouts 
from all over Scotland ar-
riving on the island today 
(Friday) to take part in their 
annual camp. 

But there had been some 
trepidation when Caledoni-
an MacBrayne announced 
on its website that ‘nation-
al events’ were likely to re-
strict passenger numbers 
on two ferries on the Brod-
ick to Ardrossan route to-
day (Friday) and Mon-
day, but it later amended 
it to confi rm it was the 
large number of Scouts it 

was giving notice of. The 
Scouts are scheduled to be 
camping at Dyemill near 
Lamlash for the May Day 
weekend where they will 
be cooking, building rafts, 

Scouts over the age of 
11 who wish to take part 
in camping, cooking and 
learning useful life skills. 
Last year’s camp was the 
Highland adventure at Glen 
Tanar Estate in Aboyne and 
the year before was the 
Lowland adventure at Sel-
kirk.

CalMac has restricted 
numbers on the 6pm and 
8.30pm ferries from Ar-
drossan today, Friday, and 
the return trip from Brod-
ick on the 12.30pm and the 

1.55pm on Monday May 1 
to cope with the additional 
passengers.

Meanwhile, the arrival of 
the MV Isle of Arran last 
weekend, a week earlier than 
planned to operate addition-
al sailings on the Ardrossan 
to Brodick route, has been 
welcomed by island organ-
isations and travellers. The 
additional sailings, which 
started last Saturday, coin-
ciding with the Easter break 
this year, continued until the 
vessel resumed normal ser-

vice for the summer time-
table period. 

The move, which was 
welcomed by holidaymak-
ers who struggled to secure 
bookings on the MV Cale-
donian Isles, was not with-
out issue, though, as the 
34-year-old vessel has had 
to be cancelled on a few 
occasions already, fi rst by 
high winds and then by low 
tides.

Despite the additional car-
rying capacity, complaints 
were made to CalMac and 
online as passengers have 
been unable to book their 
preferred sailings due to 
bookings being ‘closed’ 
along with cancellations on 
Monday April 24 caused by 
forecasts of high winds. 

A CalMac spokesman 
said: ‘Ferry services across 
the whole CalMac network 
had a busy Easter week-
end and Arran was no ex-
ception with many sailings 
at full capacity. Scotland’s 
West Coast islands remain 
as popular as ever and we 
are looking forward to a 
successful summer season.’

The MV Isle of Arran started the summer service early. 01a_B17ferry01

geocaching and engaged in 
a whole range of outdoor 
activities. 

The annual camp is held 
at a different location every 
year and it is open for any 
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There was a good entry for 
the Montrose House rel-
atives support group art 
competition for Arran pri-
mary schools.

The contest was to pro-
vide some beautiful and in-
teresting art work for the 
public areas of the Brod-
ick care home. The chil-

dren were asked to create 
pictures of the Arran land-
scape as they  felt that the 
residents would enjoy see-
ing familiar scenes and 
the paintings would add a 
homely touch.  

There has also been some 
artwork kindly donated by 
members of Arran Visual 
Arts. In addition, Friends 
of Montrose House are in 
the process of providing 
Arran photos printed on 
canvas and also donated 
the prizes and frames for 
the competition.

The winners were: Brod-

ick – Wiktor Jablon-
ski; Corrie – Lucy Blair; 
Pirnmill – Hannah Lord; 
Shiskine – Lisa Hender-
son; Kilmory – Roisin 
Ballantyne; Whiting Bay 
– Tilda Litton; Lamlash – 
Chloe Hemming. 

On Thursday April 20, the 
winners and their parents 
were invited to a prize-giv-
ing at Montrose House, 
where they could see their 
paintings on display. The 
winners were presented 
with a £20 gift voucher for 
the Book and Card Centre 
and a certifi cate from unit 

manager Morven Ross-
Bain and after wards en-
joyed refreshments with 
the residents.

The support group was 
set up with four objectives. 
These are: to directly repre-
sent the interests and needs 
of the residents to whoever 
is appropriate to meet these 
needs; to enhance commu-
nication for residents, rel-
atives, all relevant agen-
cies and everyone involved 
with Montrose House; to 
liaise with Friends of Mon-
trose House; and to inform 
and support each other.

Winning entries from the Montrose House school art competition. Chloe Hemming,  Lamlash; Tilda Litton, Whiting Bay; 
Wiktor Jablonski,  Brodick; Hannah Lord, Pirnmill;  Lisa Henderson,  Shiskine; Roisin Ballantyne, Kilmory; Lucy Blair, Corrie. 

Decison 
soon on 
toilets
Offers have been received 
for all three public toilets 
put up for sale on Arran by 
North Ayrshire Council.

For sale signs were 
slapped on the toilets when 
they were closed with an in-
vitation to submit propos-
als by Tuesday April 25 with 
offers invited at over £1,500 
for each of the  properties 
located at Lochranza, Lam-
lash and Blackwaterfoot. 
Described as a potential 
development opportunity, 
interested parties were 
invited to submit their pro-
posals in writing through 
their solicitors.  

It is understood that a large 
number of proposals have 
been received, ranging from 
a limited continuation as 
a community facility, to a 
commercial enterprise. 

A council spokesman said: 
‘We can confi rm that we 
have received offers for the 
former toilet blocks.’

Arran art brightens 
up Montrose House
Primary school pupils demonstrate their artistic talents
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Arran tourism businesses fl y 
the fl ag at giant travel Expo
Auchrannie Resort and 
VisitArran were among 
13 of Ayrshire and Arran’s 
top tourism and hospitality 
businesses representing the 
region at Scotland’s big-
gest travel VisitScotland 
Expo 2017, which took 
place this week at Glas-
gow’s newly named SEC 
(Scottish Event Campus).

The 38th staging of 
Scotland’s biggest busi-
ness-to-business event for 
the travel trade, the show 
gave 276 Scottish tourism 
businesses – including ac-
commodation providers, 
visitor attractions and ac-

tivity providers – from 
every corner of the coun-
try the chance to showcase 
their products and services 
to more than 600 tour op-
erators and travel agents 
from all over the world. 

The event is expected to 
create a net economic im-
pact of £2.5 million for the 
local economy.

And, thanks to one-to-
one appointments facil-
itated by VisitScotland, 
exhibitors are expected 
to generate an average of 
£22,000 worth of gross 
turnover as a result of at-
tending.

Annique Armstrong, 
Visit Scotland regional di-
rector, said: ‘I am very 
pleased that so many great 
businesses from Ayrshire 
and Arran took part in this 
year’s Expo to showcase 
the region and highlight 
the quality of its visitor of-
fering.  

Collaboration is vital to 
grow tourism so it’s great 
to see such commitment 
to working together and to 
capitalising on this fantas-
tic opportunity to engage 
with key travel operators 
from all over the UK and 
overseas.’

The support 
group has four 
objectives

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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New shellfish 
restrictions 
imposed
Measures to protect the sus-
tainability of shellfi sh stock 
have come into effect. 

From last Monday, fi sher-
men without a licence have 
been restricted to a daily 
limit on a number of shell-
fi sh species. These are: one 
lobster, 10 nephrops (Nor-
way lobster), fi ve crabs 
(edible, green, spider and 
velvet), fi ve scallops (king, 
queen).

Rural economy secre-
tary Fergus Ewing said: 
‘The setting of catch lim-
its will make it possible for 
the Scottish Government to  
distinguish between those 
genuinely pursuing a hob-
by and those catching suf-
fi cient quantities to make 
it a fi nancially viable exer-
cise.  While I recognise and 
support the public’s right to 
fi sh, this right must be bal-
anced with the manage-
ment of commercial fi shing 
activity and the sustainabil-
ity and health of the stock.

‘In recent years, fi sher-
men have expressed in-
creasing concern about 
the health of these fi sher-
ies. The commercial fi sh-
ing sector supports taking 
action against illegal unli-
censed fi shing and I hope 
the proposed catch limits 
will help tackle this issue.’

Marine Scotland compli-
ance offi cers patrol inshore 
waters with rigid infl ata-
ble boats, and are in contact 
with fi shermen. Offi cers 
also make regular visits to 
fi sh buyers to ensure they 
buy from vessels that are 
registered and hold a valid 
UK fi shing vessel licence.

Arran will be featured on 
BBC1 in an episode of 
the BBC Scotland show 
Landward which looks at 
the ways in which Arran 
High School makes use of 
locally-sourced food in its 
cafeteria. 

Episode three of the 
long-running programme, 
which is due to air to-
night (Friday) on BBC1 at 
7.30pm and will be repeat-
ed tomorrow (Saturday) on 
BBC2 at 3.30pm, features 
Euan Mcilwraithe, who re-
cently visited the island 
again to speak with head 

Marine conservationist is ‘outraged’ 

Euan Mcilwraith meets with head teacher Barry Smith while being � lmed for an episode 
of Landward. 

Arran back 
on TV in 
Landward 

teacher Barry Smith. While 
visiting, Euan enjoyed a 
stay at the Dunvegan Guest 
House in Brodick, where 
he met local people, food 
producers and recorded a 
radio broadcast of the Sat-
urday morning show, Out 
of Doors.

Speaking exclusively to 
the Banner, Euan said: ‘We 
try to get over to Arran as 
often as possible. It is a 
beautiful place with stun-
ning wildlife.

‘Once you step off the 
ferry you are almost im-
mediately immersed in a 

world of wildlife where 
you can see anything from 
eagles to otters.

‘Arran is so accessible 
and we enjoy every visit, 
whether we are covering a 
story with the Community 
of Arran Seabed Trust or on 
a wildlife walk with Lucy 
Wallace.’

Landward, which focus-
es on agricultural and rural 
issues throughout Scotland, 
was fi rst aired in 1976 and 
stars presenters Euan Mcil-
wraith, Dougie Vipond and 
Nick Nairn. It is produced 
by Simon Cousins.

An Arran marine conservationist is 
‘mad and outraged’ after a rare fl ame-
shell reef off the West Coast was ‘in-
tensively’ dredged on two occasions 
and could take decades to recover.

The scallop dredger was operat-
ing legally, but the chairman of the 
Community of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST), Howard Wood, said it rep-
resented a ‘complete failure’ of in-
shore fi shery management. 

The Scottish Government said it 
would investigate the ‘worrying’ 
reports.

Flame shells are bivalves that make 
nests on the seabed. The reef that 
forms around the nests is a valuable 
nursery ground for young scallops, 
crustaceans and fi sh.

Many of the fl ame-shell beds that 
used to be found off the West Coast 
of Scotland have now disappeared 
and Scottish Natural Heritage con-
siders large beds rare.

Mr Wood, a winner of the interna-
tional Goldman Environmental Prize 
for his marine conservation work, 
told BBC Scotland: ‘It’s a complete 
failure of Marine Scotland’s inshore 
fi shery management.’

‘We’re way behind other countries. 
Norway and other Scandin avian 
countries would not allow this in in-
shore waters. We need to bring our 
inshore fi sheries up to modern-day 
standards.’

The reef is in Loch Carron, a sea 
loch to the east of Skye. It is not in 

a Marine Protected Area (MPA) and 
can be legally dredged.

A spokeswoman for the Scottish 
Government said: ‘These reports 
are worrying and will be investigat-
ed. But it is worth noting that there 
are already strong measures in place 
to protect valuable marine habitats 
around our coastline.’

A COAST spokeswoman added: 
‘We are sad and angry this wasn’t 
avoided. 

‘Reform of inshore fi sheries and 
aquaculture needs to be a priority for 
the Scottish Government. We will be 
working with other communities and 
organisations to push for a reform 
that benefi ts the public and the fi sh-
ing sector.’

for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.theaspa.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

relax at the
ASPA

For those looking to unwind, our skilled
therapists are on hand to provide relaxing

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of face and body
treatments using the finest products from

ESPA and ISHGA.

open daily from
9am for a range of
face and body
treatments

treat 
yourself to a 

mini facial
for just

£40

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Arran supports Sue Pharmacy 
hours for 
May Day 
While many pharmacies 
across North Ayrshire are 
closed for the May Day 
bank holiday on Monday 
May 1, pharmacies on Ar-
ran will remain open but 
residents are being urged 
to be aware of the opening 
hours. 

Both the pharmacies in 
Brodick and Lamlash will 
be open from 9am to 4pm 
and the Whiting Bay phar-
macy will be open from 
11am to 3pm, with a phar-
macist available between 
1pm and 2pm.

If you take regular med-
ication, check your exist-
ing supplies and only order 
what you need to ensure 
you have enough to see you 
through the bank holiday 
weekend. 

If you need a doctor or 
dentist urgently call NHS 
24 on 111.

An Arran sailor is embark-
ing on her second eXXpe-
dition trip – this time round 
the British Isles.

Mission co-leader Sue 
Weaver, from Kildonan, 
has received support from 
across Arran with the lat-
est donation from the Ar-
ran Trust going towards her 
30-day round Britain expe-
dition later this year, which 
will visit Lamlash.

Receiving an Arran Trust 
grant for the sum of £500, 
the money will go towards 
some of the expenses of the 
expedition, which will be 
funded by crew fees and 
fundraising. 

The mission of the cir-
cumnavigation of British 
Isles by an all-women crew 
on board the SV Sea Drag-
on will see research into 
plastics and toxics pollu-
tion in the sea, by trawl-

Sue Weaver, who will be circumnavigating Britain, receives 
a cheque from Angela Elliott-Walker and Henry Murdo 
from the Arran Trust. 01_B17exxpedition02

ing for plastics and micro-
plastics, sampling waters 
for toxins and sediments 
for microfi bres. It will be 
the fi rst continuous sam-
pling of UK waters over a 
30-day period.

Sue, who previously 
crossed the Atlantic on an 
eXXpedition adventure, 
told the Banner: ‘As mis-
sion co-leader, I’m particu-
larly responsible for the 
Scottish part of our voyage. 
I’m also responsible for 
dreaming up the whole cir-
cumnavigation by eXXpe-
dition. Once we’d crossed 
the Atlantic, I realised I had 
one other sailing dream left 
– to go around the whole of 
the British Isles.’

Starting the expedition 
at Plymouth, with the sup-
port of world-renowned 
Professor Richard Thomp-
son of Plymouth Universi-
ty, the 14-strong crew will 
go clockwise around Brit-
ain, calling into all four UK 
capitals as well as Arran 
and Stornoway.

Sue said: ‘Our mission is 
to make the unseen seen 
–  and by unseen we mean 
the presence of pollution in 
the seas, the diseases that 
are linked with this and the 
less acknowledged roles of 
women in STEM careers 
and as adventurers.’

A large part of the mission 
is to raise awareness of the 
extent of the problems of 
ocean pollution. More than 
eight million tonnes en-
ter the world’s oceans each 

year. On Arran, on Thurs-
day August 17, they will 
run citizen science work-
shops looking at the results 
from the trawls at sea un-
der microscopes. There will 
also be creative workshops 
using the skills and talents 
of the multi-disciplinary 
crew and a music and story-
telling event at the Pierhead 
Tavern. 

She added: ‘We have been 
delighted by all the sup-
port generated here on Ar-
ran. The Arran Trust grant 
of £500 is a wonderful con-
tribution to our many ex-
penses. The voyage itself is 
being funded by our crew 
fees, including mine, and 
all the volunteers onboard 
are contributing large sums 
to make this voyage hap-
pen. We are fundraising for 
everything else, from infor-
mation leafl ets and venue 
hire to science equipment.’

The expedition has also 
received support from var-
ious other island organisa-
tions, including the Co-op 
in Brodick which has of-
fered to restock the Sea 
Dragon with fresh food 
while in Lamlash Bay, 
ready for the next stage of 
the voyage to Stornoway. 
COAST has also been in-
credibly supportive in 
many practical ways and 
the RNLI offered them the 
use of the lifeboat station 
for the day when they are 
onshore and reaching out to 
the community while also 
doing a beach clean.

We have been
delighted by all 
the support
generated here on 
Arran – the Arran 
Trust grant of 
£500 is a
wonderful
contribution to 
our expenses 

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

Timothy Billings,
Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist
I am Timothy Billings and 
for the past nine years I 
have successfully owned 
and run the Glenisle Hotel 
in Lamlash with my part-
ner Geoffrey. I have also 
been an active member of 
the Lamlash Improvements 
Association being involved 
in a number of projects in-
cluding the campaign to 
save the village green.

I decided to stand for elec-
tion as I have found that 
the council feels very re-

Clare McGuire,
Scottish Labour Party
I have to apologise for be-
ing unable to attend to-
night as I have work com-
mitments this evening 
which I am unable to get 
away from, but, if elected 
as your Labour councillor 
I make this pledge - Labour 
will build council houses 
on Arran.  It was a Labour 
council which kick-started 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
house building programme 
in 2011 and when we re-
gained control last autumn, 
following the SNP adminis-
tration’s resignation, we in-
creased it by 50 per cent.  If 
re-elected Labour will in-
crease it again - including 
new builds on Arran.

Arran is a tourism is-
land and I am concerned 
that the toilets in Brod-
ick are closed, largely be-
cause of the poor condition 
of them as a consequence of 
imposed austerity cuts. 

In its new budget, Labour 
has created a £3m commu-
nity investment fund and 
devolved it to local com-
munities to spend on local 

Ellen McMaster,
Scottish National
Party (SNP)
I’m honoured to be standing 
in this local election as the 
Arran SNP candidate. I’m 
married to local farmer Jim 
McMaster, we have three 
sons and together we run a 
small farm in Shiskine.

I’ve been involved in lo-
cal community activities for 
many years - helping fund-
raise for the fi rst Arran folk 
festival; chairing Shiskine 
PTA and School Council; 
lobbying successfully for 
the provision of a playing 
fi eld at Shiskine primary 
and most recently organis-
ing the cross-party petition 
to enable Arran residents to 
have their voices heard in 
the ferry debate.

If elected I will work to 
deliver further communi-
ty empowerment and par-
ticipatory budgeting for the 
island; bringing decision 
making closer to Arran res-
idents.  I will promote the 
case for Arran to achieve 
ward status through the 
forthcoming SNP, Islands 
Bill to ensure that the island 
is always represented by an 
island-based councillor.

As an elected member of 

Colin Turbett,
Scottish Socialist Party
I have invested almost half 
my life in this community - 
that’s 29 years, and I care 
very much about it. My 
children grew up here and 
I worked on the island as 
a social worker for many 
years. I do think I under-
stand the council and how 
it works, not just from my 
experience as an employee, 
but as a trade union repre-
sentative for UNISON, rep-
resenting workers and their 
issues with managers and 
directors in all the services 
over 40 years - so I certain-
ly bring some experience of 
local government and how 
it works.

Although I do believe that 
Arran as an island should 
have its own single mem-
ber representation on the 
council we are actually just 
now part of a multi-mem-
ber ward including Ardros-
san. I’m proud to say that I 
do have some understand-
ing of Ardrossan’s issues 
having worked there latter-
ly as a children and family 
social work manager, deal-

mote from Arran and that in 
my dealings with the coun-
cil and councillors, there is 
a lack of personal engage-
ment, and a lack of under-
standing about the needs 
and challenges of Arran. 

I know I can do a better 
job than that, and so I put 
myself forward as a can-
didate. What better than to 
get involved in something 
that I feel strongly about? 
My pledge is that I will be 
available so that anybody 
can speak with me. I will 
regularly visit your area of 
the island, so that I can fi nd 
out what matters to you, 
and you can hold me to ac-
count for what is happen-
ing in your areas. I will take 
your views with me to the 
council and ensure that they 
are heard and taken in to ac-
count.

I hope that even those of 
you who may not be natural 
Conservative voters can see 
past the labels, and know 
that I will work for you as 
an individual, and that I 
will be a strong challenging 
voice for Arran.

priorities.  If elected I will 
work with groups on Ar-
ran to establish whether a 
new toilet block in Brodick 
is something that the island 
wants to pursue through 
this fund. We will obtain 
the best outcome we can 
within the resources avail-
able to us.

Arran is in so many 
ways the jewel in North 
Ayrshire’s crown - and I 
am determined to ensure 
that it is treated as such if I 
am elected.  I will work to 
ensure that North Ayrshire 
Council’s business team 
continues to work with Ar-
ran businesses and the Ar-
ran Economic Group to 
keep growing the island’s 
economy.

Arran Homes, I represent-
ed the community for 10 
years during which time 
more than 180 houses for 
social rent were built on the 
island.

After 12 years of being a 
carer I have fi rst-hand expe-
rience of the delivery of so-
cial care and from working 
in retail and the hospitality 
sector over the years I have 
gained insight into the re-
quirements and importance 
of small businesses to the 
Arran economy. 

I am standing because I 
believe in getting the best 
deal for Arran, this means 
ensuring that we keep our 
local schools; that there is 
a commitment to providing 
adequate affordable hous-
ing and that Arran gets sin-
gle ward status.

ing mostly with child pro-
tection. I therefore have an 
understanding of poverty 
and its impact in the Three 
Towns. If there is one thing 
that characterises politics 
over recent years in this 
country it is the Tory West-
minster Government’s at-
tack on the poor - with pov-
erty and inequality reaching 
levels that are unprecedent-
ed in my lifetime and ab-
solutely appalling in their 
scale.

I believe the council can 
act as a barrier to these Tory 
attacks, as well as a cen-
tre of resistance - and that’s 
very much how I would see 
my role if elected.

Remember to cast your vote on May 4

Tony Billings

John Hunter Ellen McMaster

Claire McGuire Colin Turbett

John Hunter,
Independent
It has been a great hon-
our and a privilege to serve 
the people of Ardrossan 
and Arran on North Ayr-
shire Council, for the past 
10 years. As an Independ-
ent candidate I owe no alle-
giance to any political party 
and always put the interests 
of my constituents fi rst. I 
am asking for your vote on 
May 4 to re-elect me for a 
third term. I make no false 
claims or empty promises, 
only that I will work tire-
lessly for the people of Ar-
drossan and Arran.

On Arran I have been sup-
portive, and active with in-
itiatives for the island com-
munity. I was a member of 
the Isle of Arran Homes 
committee for fi ve years, 
bringing much-needed af-
fordable, rented housing 
to Arran, I am still a board 
member of the Brodick 
Country Park joint com-
mittee and was involved 
in the design and build of 
Montrose House. I was also 
very active in the campaign 
to retain Ardrossan as the 
mainland port for the Ar-
ran ferry.

I expect the subject of 

public toilet provision on 
Arran will arise and I re-
ceived some critical, and at 
times hostile, correspond-
ence on this issue as though 
I was responsible for this 
situation. Yes, I tried, and 
succeeded, in keeping the 
public toilets at Ardros-
san South Beach open for 
a while by way of an 11th 
hour amendment to the 
2016/2017 budget; a budget 
set by the then SNP admin-
istration and supported by 
the then Labour opposi-
tion. I suggest that it is to 
them that any understand-
able criticism and hostility 
should be directed.

Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to make a statement.

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Continued from page 1
meeting and said she was 
‘appalled’ by the decision 
to close public toilets across 
the island. She said she had 
written to Arran MSP Ken-
neth Gibson but said he 
‘had washed his hands of it’ 
saying it was a council mat-
ter.

The SNP’s Ellen McMas-
ter, who was the most con-
frontational, but also the 
best prepared candidate at 
the hustings, said the budget 
to close the toilets had been 
set last year. She said that 
since then village associ-
ations had been given 12 
months to put an alternative 
in place so said there was no 
point in being reactive now. 

She said, of the four toi-
lets closed, no-one in the 
room would have gone near 
them with a barge poll. The 
candidate said she wanted 
to see a solution found and 
said that communication 
was the answer.

SSP candidate Colin Tur-
bett disagreed. He said the 

provision of public toilets, 
while not a statutory re-
quirement, should be the 
responsibility of the coun-
cil as, historically, it had al-
ways been and asked what 
would be next – the library? 
He said it was wrong to try 
and dump responsibility on 
to the community groups.

Conservative Timothy 
Billings from Lamlash said: 
‘The council has failed us.’ 
He said Lamlash Improve-
ments Association had 
looked at taking over the 
facility but ruled it out in-
stead introducing a scheme 
allowing the public to use 
commercial facilities but 
this had recently had some 
‘challenges’.

He said: ‘There needs to be 
a proper strategy and going 
forward the need for some 
more support for businesses 
providing facilities.’

The debate returned to the 
public toilets several times 
during the evening with one 
community councillor say-
ing he had been to four pub-

lic toilets in Argyll in the 
past week which were clean 
and well looked after. ‘The 
saving on closing the pub-
lic toilets on Arran amounts 
to .01 per cent of the annual 
budget of North Ayrshire, if 
another nearly local author-
ity can manage it why can’t 
we?’

Another audience member 
warned: ‘The health budget 
will have to pay in the end.’ 

Attempts to introduce na-
tional issues to the debate 
– including indyref 2 by 
the SNP supporters and the 
so called tax credit ‘rape 
clause’ – led to comments 
that there was a ‘large el-
ephant in the room’, but 
there seemed little appetite 
among the audience to dis-
cuss national issues. 

Indeed it led to one quip 
from the audience: ‘We 
seem to have departed from 
the main issue of the toi-
lets.’

Earlier a question had 
been raised from an audi-
ence member about what 

would happen if Arran 
failed to return a represent-
ative from the island.

Mr Turbett said this was 
‘extremely unlikely’ as Ar-
ran represented now 40 per 
cent of the ward vote and 
said the ‘middle class’ elec-
trorate would turn out in 
higher numbers than Ar-
drossan.

Mr Billings said the is-
land had its voice heard, 
while Mrs McMaster said 
the best way to ensure is-
land representation was 
to vote SNP since the pro-
posed Islands Bill support-
ed a single ward status for 
islands.

The other main issue 
raised on the night was on 
the issue of planning with 
one woman saying that she 
believed that too many de-
cisions were taken by plan-
ning offi cials, including 
the controversial Holy Isle 
wind farm development 
and described there as be-
ing a ‘democratic defi cit’ in 
the planning process.

Mr Turbett got a cheer 
from the audience when he 
said he did not just want 
to see a windfarm on Holy 
Isle. ‘I want windfarms on 
Arran,’ he said to applause.

Mr Billings said this mat-
ter was not about Nimby-
ism but looking at what was 
good for Arran as a whole.

Later a former council-
lor defended the North Ayr-
shire planning offi cials as 
being among the best in the 
country and was supported 
by Mrs McMaster who pro-
duced documents to back 
the claim.

There were also calls for 
any of the candidates elect-
ed to report in the Banner 
once a month what they had 
been involved in. Mr Bill-
ings and Mr Turbett both 
supported such a move with 
Mr Turbett adding the sen-
sible caveat ‘if it was per-
mitted by the Banner.’ Mrs 
McMaster was ‘not against’ 
having a column to improve 
transparency and accounta-
bility.

The fi nal question of the 
meeting concerned Mon-
trose House with a former 
employee expressing con-
cern with claims that only 
50 per cent of the staff were 
now resident on the island 
and other employees were 
bank staff and on zero hours 
contracts.

Mr Turbett said he shared 
the concerns and said he be-
lieved ‘some of it was due 
to poor management’. Mr 
Billings said: ‘What is im-
portant is the quality of care 
and service they are actu-
ally getting.’ Mrs McMas-
ter said that when she was 
a carer several years ago it 
was a ‘nice, friendly place’, 
but said she had no experi-
ence of it now.

Voting takes place on 
Thursday May 4 with the 
polling stations open from 
7am to 10pm. Each of the 
candidates present read a 
statement to the meeting 
and two were read out by 
the chairman. They are re-
printed on page six.

Full candidate list
The full list of the Ardros-
san and Arran candidates 
are: Allison Gordon, No 
Referendum, Maintain 
Union, Pro-Brexit. 
Timothy Billings, 
Scottish Conservative 
and Unionist. Tony 
Gurney, Scottish National 
Party (SNP). John Hunter, 
Independent. Clare 
McGuire, Scottish Labour 
Party. Ellen McMaster, 
Scottish National Party 
(SNP). Colin Turbett, 
Independent Socialist 
Scotland.

Ellen McMaster, SNP, speaks to the audience. 01a_B17hustings04

Lively debate at Arran hustings
arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Editorial

Thought for the week

The power is 
in your hands

Thought for the Week
Jesus said: ‘Seek � rst the 
Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness and other 
things will be given to 
you as well’ (Matthew 
6:33)

Missing gritters 
make road 
doubly dangerous
Sir,
The String Road, especial-
ly towards the summit, is 
probably the most dan-
gerous stretch of road in 
snowy conditions on Ar-
ran. 

Snow had been fore-
cast, and that was the situ-
ation at 8.30am on March 
21. The road surface was 
treacherous and extreme-
ly dangerous to vehicles. 
There was a line of vehi-
cles stuck for an hour and 
a lorry had to deliberate-
ly steer into the verge to 
arrest an uncontrollable 
slide. In all of this, the grit-
ter was conspicuous by its 
absence.

On January 12, in simi-
lar conditions at the same 
time of day, a car slid off 
the road and only a fence 
prevented it from overturn-
ing, a car slid into a bridge, 
a car had to steer into the 
verge to arrest an uncon-
trollable slide and a school 
bus full of children had to 
inch its way downhill. The 
gritter was conspicuous by 
its absence.

This scenario has oc-
curred many times before. 
The gritter was conspicu-
ous by its absence.

Having communicated 
my concerns to NAC roads 
department in Irvine, giv-
ing a full account of the 
perils inherent in this situ-
ation, the response is star-
tling and alarming. Leav-
ing the vehicles, including 
a bus full of schoolchil-
dren, totally exposed to 
considerable danger on 
the road at this time of day 
is not what I would con-
sider ‘taking reasonable 
steps to keep traffi c mov-
ing’. Make no mistake, this 
is a deliberate decision by 
NAC roads department not 

to protect this route at this 
time.

As parents send their 
children to school, as mo-
torists set off on this route, 
it is only reasonable to ex-
pect that the local authori-
ty would have some sense 
of responsibility for their 
safety. Apparently not!

Yours,
J Stewart,
Blackwaterfoot.

Priority must be 
to reduce ferry 
cancellations
Sir,
While welcoming the news 
that Peel Ports plan to 
make a signifi cant invest-
ment to improve Ardros-
san harbour, I agree with 
John Cruickshank, in his 
letter in last week’s Ban-
ner, that the priority should 
be to ensure a reduction in 
ferry cancellations attribut-
ed to adverse weather con-
ditions.

I have read that the cost 
of an extended breakwa-
ter to the south is consid-
ered prohibitive, but do not 
know if a reliable estimate 
of the length, situation and 
cost of such a structure 
has been obtained. Clear-
ly there are wind strengths 
which prevent sailings 
from any port, but I hope 
I am not naïve in presum-
ing that the Government 
report comparing the two 
harbour options will have 
included an analysis of the 
wind strengths and direc-
tions which led to cancel-
lations at Ardrossan which 
could have been avoided 
by greater protection of the 
harbour entrance.

Dredging of the inner 
harbour may be anoth-
er option which would al-
low greater manoeuvra-
bility and more berthing 
options. A detailed survey 
of the harbour area may 

be required, together with 
input from CalMac mas-
ters familiar with the har-
bour to decide if dredging 
could have a benefi cial ef-
fect. In my view these op-
tions should be considered 
before embarking on cos-
metic alterations to shore 
structures which function 
perfectly well at present.

Yours,
Iain Glen,
Blackwaterfoot.

Arran residents 
must work 
together
Sir,
I agree with Neil Arthur, in 
his letter to the Banner last 
week, that it can be hard to 
know who speaks for Ar-
ran. 

As he said there are lots 
of groups tackling a range 
of issues and on the face of 
it they can appear unrep-
resentative yet claim to be 
the voice of Arran. How-
ever, these groups are tack-
ling important issues and 
are formed by people who 
have a passion for the top-
ics they are working on.

I strongly believe that 
people must continue to be 
encouraged to get togeth-
er to fi ght for what they 
believe in, and to work on 
issues important to their 
communities. But to pre-
vent these groups from ap-
pearing elitist and unrep-
resentative they need to 
be more open about how 
they work, what they aim 
to do and what they plan to 
achieve

My election platform is 
based on a pledge that I 
will work to develop an in-
clusive and joined up ap-
proach to local govern-
ment. Councillors are 
elected to represent the 
views of all of the people 
in their area, and make de-
cisions based on a broad 

range of views and opin-
ions.  An effective council-
lor takes account of all ac-
tion and pressure groups, 
ensures that alternative 
opinions are considered, 
and develops a co-ordinat-
ed approach that really can 
claim to speak for Arran.

Yours,
Timothy Billings,
Conservative and 
Unionist Candidate,
Ardrossan and Arran.

Thanks from 
a cyclist after 
accident
Sir,
On April 11 I came off my 
bike while descending the 
Bougillie. 

While not badly hurt I 
was appreciative of all the 
motorists who stopped to 
offer assistance. 

I would particularly like 
to thank Dr Hogg who 
kindly came to my aid and 
the taxi driver who trans-
ported me and my bike 
down to Lochranza sur-
gery where my injuries 
were treated.

I look forward to return-
ing for future cycling chal-
lenges on Arran.

Yours,
Sally Leslie,
Ayr.

Does everyone 
know flower 
show is gone?
Sir,
I am concerned that some 
regulars to the Ayr Flow-
er Show may not be aware 
of the fact that this show is 
discontinued. 

Over a period of many 
years the Arran Horticul-
tural Society has run a 
coach to and from Ayr, and 
so many have enjoyed the 
trip.

We are, however, contin-

uing to run a coach to and 
from the Scottish Garden 
Show at Ingliston – this 
year on  June 2. Coach tick-
ets will be available during 
May at the Book and Card 
Centre in Brodick.

We are delighted that 
there were so many fa-
vourable comments from 
the general public follow-
ing our spring show on 
March 25. 

We ourselves felt that 
the standard of entries was 
very high, and as usual the 
schools/nurseries added so 
much to the display.

Yours,
John Sillars,
President,
Arran Horticultural 
Society.

Closing island’s 
public toilets 
makes no sense
Sir,
I am not privy to the 
amount of money North 
Ayrshire Council has avail-
able or whether or not it 
spends it wisely.

I’d imagine that depends 
on your priorities. 

However, I would sug-
gest that in a modern west-
ern economy where there 
is an area heavily depend-
ant on tourism, including 
day trippers, not to have 
access to public toilets is 
utter nonsense. 

What perhaps is an even 
greater nonsense is that 
VisitArran, VisitScotland, 
the local councillor, MSP 
and MP are not screaming 
from the rooftops and ac-
tively seeking funding to 
provide the facilities. 

It seems that more and 
more politicians are so in-
tent on keeping their jobs 
they are neglecting to do 
their jobs.

Yours,
Marc G Head,
Whiting Bay.

The talking is all but over – 
and now the power is in your 
hands.

With just days to go to the 
council elections, it is time to 
decide who you want to run 
services in North Ayrshire.

This may be a politi cal de-
cision following your chosen 
path locally and nationally 
but others may take a differ-
ent view deciding local poli-
tics and national politics may 
not always go hand in hard.

There was justifi ed concern 
at the hustings in Brodick 
Hall this week about what 
would happen if Arran was 
left without a resident coun-
cillor among the seven stand-
ing for the three places on the 
Ardrossan and Arran seat.

Arran makes up 40 per 
cent of the electorate and, 
because of the demograph-
ic, we are more likely to 
vote. That makes an island 
candidate highly likely, but 
only you can decide if any 
of three Arran candidates is 
your choice.

There may be voter fatigue 
given the number of times 
Scots have been to the bal-
lot box recently for both ref-
erendums and election votes. 
But there is one thing that is 
in no doubt. Unless everyone 
goes down to the to polling 
station on Thursday, no-one 
can complain at a lack coun-
cil representation on Arran.

And, remember, it’s a pro-
portional representation vote 
so number your preferred 
candidates accordingly. 

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

An open day for members 
of the public to have a 
sneak preview of the new 
combined assessment unit 
(CAU) at University Hos-
pital Ayr is being held next 
weekend.

Visitors are welcome to 
drop in on Saturday May 
6 anytime between 10am 
and noon. On the day, 
members of staff will be on 
hand to provide tours of the 
department and answer any 
questions. The tours will 
start from the entrance to 
the CAU, which is beside 
the emergency department 
at the Ayr hospital.

Built by NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran, the new unit will 
start admitting patients from 
Saturday May 20. Patients 

Bridge results
The results of the 
Arran Bridge Club summer 
bridge competition played 
at Lamlash on Monday 
April 24 were: 1 John 
Baraclough and Jim 
Peacock, 2 David Boag 
and Eendy McNiven, 3 
Margaret and Douglas 
Bruce, 4 John Dick and 
Gege Kroner.

Antenna planning 
permission bid
Planning permission has 
been lodged for a 15-metre 
telecommunications street 
mast at Whiting Bay. 

The application for the 
antenna, which has a cov-
ering of glass-reinforced 
plastic, also includes three 
ground-based cabinets 
and ancillary equipment, 
and is proposed for the 
public footway near the car 
park and entrance to the 
Glenashdale Falls. 

Pre-application discus-
sions were held with the 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
planning department. 
However, owing to tight 
schedules, permission has 
been applied for prior to a 
site visit being undertaken.

One neighbour notifi -
cation has been issued 
to Pleasantfi eld, Whiting 
Bay, which is the only 
neighbour within 20 metres 
of the site boundary. 

RNLI coffee 
morning
The Arran branch of the 
RNLI is holding a coffee 
morning at the Ormidale 
Pavilion, Brodick, today 
(Saturday) from 10.30am 
until 12.30pm. 

There will be the 
traditional tea, coffee with 
home baking and a number 
of stalls, including a cake 
stall and tombola. 
  The RNLI is the charity 
that saves lives at sea and 
relies entirely on funding 
from local communities. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
go along and support the 
organisation.

A six-year-old, with family 
links to Arran, has become 
the youngest player to score 
a hole-in-one at Bruntsfi eld 
Links in Edinburgh, one of 
Scotland’s oldest golf clubs.

The remarkable feat was 
achieved by Jack Dunn, 
who is the son of Shiskine 
Golf and Tennis Club 
members Jonathan and 
Kate Dunn, and grandson 
of Donald and Trish Turner. 

Jack’s family have a 
long association with the 
Shiskine club as grand-
father Donald, great-grand-
father Ian Turner and 
great-great-grandfather 
Malcolm Henderson were 
club captains in 2008, 1957 
and 1945 respectively.

The P2 Edinburgh Acad-
emy pupil has become the 
youngest player ever to 

An artist’s impression of the new building which sits alongside the recently 
refurbished emergency department at the Ayr hospital. 

Patients get sneak preview of new 
Ayr combined assessment unit

on Arran will be referred to 
the new unit either by their 
family doctor or from the 
emergency department if 
clinically appropriate. 

Liz Moore, director for 
acute services, said: ‘The 
CAU has facilities to assess 
and treat patients so that 
only those who need further 
inpatient care are admitted 
to hospital. Other patients 
can receive treatment in the 
CAU and return safely to 
their own homes as soon as 
possible. This is a new way 
of working which will help 
to improve patient experi-
ence and reduce pressure 
on the rest of the hospital 
system.’

The CAU is a 24-hour 
unit with fi ve rapid assess-

ment spaces, 12 ambulatory 
care spaces, two outpatient 
rooms, three initial assess-
ment bays and 29 single 
en suite rooms to provide 
treatment, with most pa-
tients only staying in the 
unit up to a maximum of 48 
hours.

Jack, six, sinks hole-
in-one at Bruntsfield

Hole-in-one for Jack 
Dunn.

toast a hole-in-one in the 
256-year history of the 
Bruntsfi eld Links Golfi ng 
Society, the fourth oldest 
club in the world dating 
back to 1761. Jack holed 
the par three 134-yard sev-
enth with his driver.

‘It was fantastic,’ he said. 
‘Hopefully, I will have 
many more.’

Dad Jonathan is also a 
Bruntsfi eld club member 
and Jack’s four-year-old 
brother Angus also plays 
golf.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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Arran Brewery takes
on big boys and wins

Gwen Billson, Arran Brewery’s longest-
serving saleswoman, has reluctantly 
retired due to ill health.  

Gwen is pictured next to the one of the 
brewer’s newest recruits, Russell Muir, 
who is head of retail operations. Also 
in the photograph are managing direc-
tor Gerald Michaluk, Veronica Michaluk, 
logistics manager, and legal adviser Mal-
colm Michaluk.

Gerald Michaluk said; ‘We will be sorry 
to see Gwen go. She has been very good at 

her job and will be missed by both Arran 
staff and her customers, who I think she 
really worked for, making sure they got 
the best deals possible.

‘She will become an honorary Arran 
Brewery ambassador and we wish her well 
in her retirement and hope her health im-
proves.’

Arran Brewery will be looking to replace 
Gwen and has vacancies for a further three 
sales representatives both full- and part-
time.

A decade 
of smiles
Children in Ayrshire and 
Arran have been benefi t-
ing from improved oral 
health for more than a dec-
ade. The Childsmile Pro-
gramme, which works to 
reduce inequalities in oral 
health and ensure every 
child has access to dental 
services, has just celebrat-
ed its 10th birthday.

And data from the past 
10 years shows that there 
have been considera-
ble improvements in the 
health of our children’s 
teeth.

 Emma Hall-Scullin, 
consultant in dental public 
health, said: ‘In 2005, just 
over 47 per cent of fi ve-
year-olds in Ayrshire and 
Arran had no obvious de-
cay in their fi rst teeth. In 
2016, this fi gure had in-
creased to 73 per cent.’ 

If you would like more 
information, please visit 
www.child-smile.org or 
phone 01292 513 998.

Arran Brewery continues 
to win awards with its ale 
called Arran Blonde tak-
ing the bronze medal in the 
SIBA Scottish Craft Keg 
Competition.

This has been a very suc-
cessful start to the year 
for Arran Brewery. Its Ar-
ran Dark is the current 
CAMRA Scottish champi-
on mild title holder and its 
sister version in craft keg 
being the SIBA UK Cham-
pion mild.  

The rise in craft keg has 
been quite remarkable 
when you consider keg 
beer has for generations 
been the domain of the 
big brewers. With the rise 
in craft breweries, such as 
Arran, the trend has been 

to better the large multi-
national breweries in every 
category, including keg.

Arran Brewery manag-
ing director Gerald Mich-
aluk said: ‘While the large 
brewers can “buy loyal-
ty” through tied loans and 
pub estates, we have to 
secure accounts through 
the quality of our award-
winning beers. 

‘We are at a price dis-
advantage because of the 
big brewers’ economies 
of scale and their im-
mense marketing budg-
ets to convince consum-
ers that their “crafty beers” 
are special. We, on the oth-
er hand, are using only all-
natural ingredients, whole 
hops – not pellets or syr-

ups or essence – and, of 
course, making our beer on 
an island means we can-
not compete on price. So 
we can only compete on 
fl avour and taste. We hope 
this alone will convince 
the beer-drinking public to 
spend a few extra pence on 
our beer and the savvy pub-
lican and retailer to stock 
Arran beers. 

‘By frequenting the pubs 
and off-sales that are also 
about quality and not sim-

ply turning a quick short-
term profi t by selling 
“crafty beer” rather than 
true craft beer from a cer-
tifi ed independent brewer, 
the consumer is supporting 
local businesses and the lo-
cal economy. 

‘We employ as many 
people in our brewery as 
some of the very large 
fully automated brewer-
ies producing millions of 
litters of beer so by sup-
porting local craft beer, 

produced by independent 
brewery, you are creating 
jobs and wealth locally, 
not to mention enjoying a 
unique, fl avoursome brew.  

‘The team at Arran Brew-
ery are dedicated to having 
the right beers and the best 
beers money can buy and 
I congratulate them all for 
their hard work and dedica-
tion that allows the brew-
ery to remain at the very 
top of the UK and Scottish 
craft brewing scene.’

Gwen calls it a day at brewery

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Runners put their best foot 
forward at Ormidale 10K 

Kaye Boal from Arran heading out of Knowe Road.
01_B1710k22

Mike Mellor, Jan Emsley and David Black representing Arran Runners pose 
for a team photograph. 01_B1710k01

There was a healthy entry this year 
for the Isle of Arran Ormidale 10K on 
Sunday.

The � rst o�  cial Scottish 10-kilometre 
race of the season saw runners from 
Arran joined by competitors from a 
number of Ayrshire running clubs and 
from as far a� eld as Manchester. A � eld 
of 59 entrants raced the scenic and 
� at route from the Ormidale Sports 
Pavilion to Merkland Point and back in 
conditions which were perfect for run-
ning, dry and bright but not too warm.

The race was sponsored by the Ormi-
dale Hotel and Arranshand Business 
Development Services which, along 
with the invaluable help of Paul Emsley 
and a host of marshals, ensured that 
the race went o�  without a hitch. 

At a small prize giving presentation 
directly after the race the overall 
victors, the winners of the various age 
categories, the � rst local male and fe-
male and local novice, received shields 
along with Arran beer as prizes.

In an exciting � nish, previous winner 
Billy Richardson was narrowly beaten 
to � rst place by Irvine Running Club 
team mate Steve Daye by a margin of 
38 seconds.

 The � rst male local runner Dave Black, 

who came in � fth place, was delighted 
to also receive a � rst place shield for 
his age group. His Arran Runners team 
mate Mike Mellor, who came in 14th 
overall and who was the second local, 
achieved a personal best with his time 
of 42m 50s which he completed in his 
lunch break before returning to work 
to wave o�  the visiting runners leaving 
on the ferry.

The � rst female to complete the race 
was Elaine Eadie of Kilbarchan AAC in a 
time of 41m 05s, followed by Garscube 
Harriers’ Alison Wood in 45m 14s. The 
� rst local woman over the line was 
Fiona Clarke who came in with a time 
of 47m 37s.

The other Arran runners who com-
pleted the race were: 18th George 
Doubleday, RunArran 46.40; 20th Fiona 
Clarke 47.37; 21st Donald Roberts 
47.39; 22nd Greg Paterson 47.41; 28th 
Darren Townsend 49.26; 33rd Kay Boal 
53.15; 36th Colin Ribbeck 54.32; 37th 
Niall Hume 54.32; 39th Liam McNeaney 
56.16; 42nd Aimee Blair 57.52; 43rd 
Jan Emsley, Arran Runners 58.56; 44th 
Hugh Boag, RunArran 59.02; 48th Mau-
reen Laya 1.02.22; 51st Laura Helliwell 
1.03.27; 56th Michael Jackson 1.06.19; 
57th Karen Adams 1.10.40.

Steve Daye of the Irvine Running 
Club crosses the line in � rst place. 

01_B1710k04

Local runner Dave Black � nished 
in � fth overall and � rst in his age 

group. 01_B1710k07

Runners put their best foot 
forward at Ormidale 10K 
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A run in the sun at the Ormidale 10K

And they are o� . Runners set o�  at noon as the whistle blows. 01_B1710k02

Runners emerge from the Knowe Road which helps 
to make up the 10K route. 01_B1710k03

Winning female Elaine 
Eadie of Kilbarchan AAC 

approaches the � nish 
line. 01_B1710k09

Second female to cross 
the � nish line is Alison 

Wood of Garscube 
Harriers. 01_B1710k11

Arran runner Mike 
Mellor completes the 
race during his lunch 

break. 01_B1710k10

Tommy Gilmore and Scott Clark record the results 
while Janet Shand hands out the medals. 01_B1710k15

Sponsor Derek Shand presents David Black with a 
trophy for � rst in his age category. 01_B1710k16

First and second place runners; Steve Daye and Billy 
Richardson with the top team-of-three trophy. Not 

pictured is John Miller.  01_B1710k18

Resident Greg Paterson 
receives his trophy for 

the best time as an 
Ormidale race novice. 

01_B1710k19

A long line of runners head out of Knowe Road. 
01_B1710k21

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650

Whiting Bay Bowling Club
Opening Day

Saturday 6th May at 2pm

Anyone interested in 
Bowling will be made 

very welcome.
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It pays to adverti se in the Arran Banner

Billy Richardson of the 
Irvine Running Club 

comes in second place, 
38 seconds behind the 

leader. 01_B1710k05

A run in the sun at the Ormidale 10K

And they are o� . Runners set o�  at noon as the whistle blows. 01_B1710k02
Calum Oates crosses the 
� nish line in third place.  

01_B1710k06

Paul Forbes came in � rst 
in his age group and 

seventh overall. 01_B1710k08

Local marathon runner 
Michael Jackson receives 
applause from the crowd 

as he crosses the � nish 
line. 01_B1710k14

Niall Hume and Colin Ribbeck race each other to see 
who crosses the line � rst. 01_B1710k12

Banner news editor 
Hugh Boag � nishes the 

race with a sub one hour 
time. 01_B1710k24

Kaye Boal from Arran receives a trophy from Derek 
Shand for her performance in the 10K race. 01_B1710k17

Winner Steve Daye receives his trophy from Tommy 
Gilmore. 01_B1710k25

A dog proudly wears 
his owner’s 10K medal. 

01_B1710k23Runners leave Ormidale Park. 01_B1710k20
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Castle Time Travellers - Sat 29th & Sun 30th  April  11am & 2pm                           
A family tour through the times of the Castle – dressing-up optional! Stout footwear 
advised – Please book at Reception  Adults & children Free with Garden Entry                                                

Brodick Castle from the Outside  - Sat 29th, Sun 30th  – 12, 1 & 3pm                           
Thurs 4th &   Fri 5th  May - 11am, 12, 1, 2 & 3pm                                                                           
A guided historical tour of the exterior of the Castle – stout footwear advised.  Please 
book at Reception on arrival             Adults Free with Garden Entry       

Garden Guided Walk      Sun 30th April   12 – 2pm                     
Join the First Gardener for a tour of our amazing Gardens                                         
No need to book  - please meet at Reception                Free with Garden Entry   
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open  9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon, Wed, Sat 10-5pm, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sun 12.30-5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 29th April
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club - OPEN DAY      Brodick Bowling Green 2pm
Live music – Arran Ceilidh Band Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm
RNLI Coffee morning Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 12.30pm
Women in Black Coastal way start opposite the Douglas hotel, Brodick, 1pm
Live Music – Alan Frew The Douglas, Brodick, 9pm
Live Music – George Lindsay Blues Band The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm - 11.30pm

Sunday 30th April
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’  Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Live music – George Lindsay Blues Band The PHT, Lamlash, 3pm - 5.30pm

Monday 1st May  
Over 50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Summer bridge tournament  Arran high School, 6.30pm - visitors welcome
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau  Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Live music – Mike Bailey Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm

Tuesday 2nd May
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Brodick Castle garden walk Meet at Visitor Centre, 2pm
Scottish country dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Arran Ceilidh Band Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm

Wednesday 3rd May
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School children 6.30-7.30pm, adults 7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal  Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
Mixed ability run (Arran run coach) Dunfi on Carpark, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Quiz night The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios  Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Brodick Bowling Club rink game      Brodick Bowling Green 6.45pm
Live music – Folk Like Us Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm
Coffee morning Lamlash church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Coffee morning Brodick church hall, 10.30am - 12noon
Parkinson support group Lamlash fi re station, 2pm - 4pm

Thursday 4th May
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf and Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Music Matters Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm
Live music – Bobby Watt Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm
Quilt show Lamlash Church Hall, 10.30am - 4.30pm

Friday 5th May
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Live music Coast, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Quilt show Lamlash Church Hall, 10.30am - 4.30pm
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Five-year-old Beatrice Bennison creates a bright pink 
artwork. 01_B16AVA03

Phil’s painting is
people’s choice
Another successful exhi-
bition was held by Arran 
Visual Arts in the Arran 
community theatre in Lam-
lash with nearly 140 exhib-
its. Over the six days, 483 
people visited the exhibi-
tion and more than 20 piec-
es of work were sold.

A total of 380 votes were 
cast for the people’s choice, 

the visitors’ favourite ex-
hibit and the results were: 
fi rst place with 28 votes  
Phil Holmes ‘Goatfell from 
North Goatfell’; second 
place with 26 votes was 
Janelle Paton’s ‘Haram-
be’; third place also went to 
Janelle Paton for her  evoc-
ative ‘Homeless’ with 23 
votes and fourth place with 

20 votes was Patsy Keen’s 
‘Horse’.

In joint fi fth place were 
Morag Campbell’s amusing 
‘West Highland Banner’ 
and John Earle’s fascinat-
ing lesson in perspective, 
‘Room with a view’,  both 
with 17 votes. John Earle 
scored again taking sev-
enth place with his ‘Brod-
ick shops’ with 16 votes. It 
had people walking around 
in front of it to make the 
shops move. 

Joint eighth place went to 
Sally Brookes for her ‘Lob-
sters’ and Yvonne Bailley 
for her ‘Sea Horses’ both 
receiving 13 votes. In 10th 
place was Janelle again 
with her ‘Despair’ with 12 
votes. 

A prize is given to the 

artist in fi rst place which 
was Phil Holmes, but spe-
cial mention was made of 
Janelle Paton, who was ex-
hibiting for the fi rst time 
with AVA and gained 63 
votes over all.

Jan MacGregor of the 
AVA said: ‘Thank you to 
all of you who voted as 
it gives tangible encour-
agement to artists. And of 
course thank you to all the 
artists for their amazing 
work. Keep at it up, as our 
summer exhibition is at the 
end of July in Lochranza.’

Workshop information is 
on the AVA web-site www.
arranvisualarts.co.uk, but 
there are only few places 
left as the choice of subject 
and tutors have been ex-
tremely popular this year.

A steady stream of visitors attended the Easter exhibition 
at the Arran community theatre. 01_B16AVA02

Visitors from York Connor and Ciara Galvin enjoy the arts 
workshop to create a bunny town in clay. 01_B16AVA01

*T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. February E&OE 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL 
Superhero IS HERE TO HELP!

LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE...

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION 

FREE LOCAL 
   DELIVERY*
                             *T&C’s Apply. 
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£299 .99 
Only 

12 Place Settings Dishwasher 
Model No: SMS50T02GB 
• 5 Programmes Inc: Half Load 
• Front Control Buttons 
• Aquamix Glass Protection System 
• Dimensions: H84.5xW60xD60cm 
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A tribute to Ricky MacDonald – 3 May 1945 to 19 March 2017

Ricky was one in million
Richard Celestine MacDon-
ald was born in Kingussie, 
Invernesshire, to Paul and 
Ellen MacDonald on 3 May 
1945. 

Paul arrived in Kingussie 
during the war from New-
foundland as a lumber man 
and Ellen worked in an am-
munitions factory.

At the age of three, Ricky 
was taken to Newfoundland 
with his parents, where Paul 
built a home for them. Af-
ter four years they returned 
to Scotland, settling in Leith, 
where his sister Moyra and 
brother Ian were born. 

As a young boy Ricky had 
several delivery jobs cycling 
round Edinburgh, which 
gave him a taste of freedom 
he so richly enjoyed. All his 
earnings were given straight 
to his mother to be added to 
the family funds, he never 

thought twice about keeping 
any for himself.

Ricky went on to attend 
Leith Academy where he 
made lifelong friends. 

He became involved in the 
local amateur boxing club 
and one of his claims to fame 
was fi ghting Ken Buchanan 
in his younger years. He then 
went on to become involved 
in the local youth club, run 
by Hugh Boag, where a close 
friendship was formed. This 
took him on lots of adven-
tures far and wide, learning 
lots of life skills, another im-
portant part of life that has 
made him the man he was to 
become.

Being handy with his hands 
he did a joinery apprentice-
ship which stood him in 
good stead, throughout his 
lifetime. His love of books 
took him on to pastures new 

and he ended up working for 
Robert Maxwell, moving 
on to manage two of James 
Thin’s bookshops in Edin-
burgh.

After being made redun-
dant, he went back to joinery, 
working in Dumfries, where 
in the December of 1971 he 
met Diane. 

Love blossomed immedi-
ately and six months later 
the two of them packed their 
bags and headed off on an 
adventure of a lifetime with 
Morocco in mind. But plans 
went astray and they end-
ed up in the Canary Islands 
spending the next six weeks 
camping and living off the 
land. 

On returning to Scotland, 
with six shillings in their 
pockets, Arran beckoned. On 
arriving off the Arran ferry, 
Ricky was spotted by an old 
friend who was heading to 
the mainland. He was hand-
ed the keys of their home in 
Pirnmill, the keys to their car 
and a phone number for a 
job and told to make himself 
comfortable. 

And so the start of the next 
45 years of Ricky and Di-
ane’s life in Pirnmill be-
gan, raising three beautiful 
children – Jess, Linsey and 
Fraser. 

Ricky was extremely 
proud of his brood, teach-
ing his children to appreci-
ate all around them, from tak-
ing them fi shing, to teaching 

them about nature, to study-
ing the sky at night with its 
moon and stars.

Having travelled abroad 
he encouraged his children 
to do the same and all three 
have taken fl ight for sever-
al months at a time, enjoy-
ing many parts of the world, 
keeping in touch about their 
travels almost to the extent 
that Ricky felt he was part 
of it. This encouraged Ricky 
and he made a pilgrimage 
back to Newfoundland with 
four close Arran friends.

Ricky’s working life on Ar-
ran was spent fencing and 
working with the forestry, 
planting and caring for trees. 
On occasions his contracts 
would take him to the main-
land. His good humour and 
banter was enjoyed by all his 
workmates and many-a good 
friend was made. Ricky was 
a social animal and loved 
nothing more than to frequent 
the pub. There was some-
thing very special about him 
that drew people to him and 
he was loved by so many. 

He was a mine of informa-
tion so could hold a conver-
sation with the best of them. 
His love of music saw him 
enjoy many a musical session 
and late night at his local.

Ricky loved his golf and 
was keen for his children to 
play, taking them to Corrie 
golf course before heading 
to play darts and pool, along 
with a jamming session at the 
local hotel. 

Much quality time was 
spent on Sundays with bud-
dies on the golf course.

Around the turn of the cen-
tury the north end crew put 
together a rock and roll band 
and for several years he 
played bass with them.

The News Band (The 
North End Wrinklies and Si-
mon) was fame at last. Their 
gigs were legendary on Ar-
ran. They even played on the 
mainland at Linsey’s 30th  
and Jess and  Jamie’s wed-
ding dance in Glasgow. Both 
nights to remember and loved 
by all who attended.

In 2011 after attending his 
daughter’s engagement par-
ty he was rushed to hospi-
tal with a heart attack, where 
his kidney problem present-
ed itself and he dialysed four 
times a day without fail. He 

Ricky MacDonald with his beloved guitar. 

never let it get him down and 
continued with life at a slow-
er pace.

He watched his family 
grow and was so pleased to 
know Linsey had settled in 
Edinburgh, his home town. 
He and Diane then become 
proud grandparents to Jess 
and Jamie’s two children, en-
joying their visits. Ricky’s 
last joy was watching his son 
Fraser, with girlfriend Shona, 
embark on building their own 
home in Kildonan. 

Diane has been by his side 
through thick and thin, and 
over the last few years the 
family home has been run as 
a B&B. Ricky took great de-
light in being able to help out 
with jobs around the place 
and always had a log pile cut 
and stacked. He loved his 
home.

His workshed was his bolt 
hole, with a stove and reclin-
ing chair. Many hours were 
spent tinkering away on his 
Harley and restoring an old 
boat, while having the occa-
sional snooze. Visitors and 
friends would pop up to see 
him and check out his Alad-
din’s Cave.

Ricky lived his life to the 
full, savouring every min-
ute and was one in a million. 
Money didn’t matter to him. 
Friendship and family loy-
alties were more important 
than anything else in his life. 
He never critised or got an-
noyed or angry, because he 
had no expectations, so no-
one ever disappointed him.

He was never in a hurry and 
drove so slowly – so he could 
smell the fl owers! He was 
kind to everyone, strangers 
included, giving so generous-
ly of his time and always left 
people with a smile on their 
faces. Everyone has a Ricky 
story. He died peacefully in 
Crosshouse Hospital with his 
family by his side; he was 
71.  His funeral service was 
attended by so many, a real 
tribute to him.

The family intend having 
a celebration of his amazing 
life in the garden at Clish-
am on Saturday May 6  from 
7-11pm with Ricky’s last 
wish being granted in style.

All welcome. Please 
BYOB, a plate of fi nger food 
and instruments for a jam-
ming session.                   DM

  

 Questions about dyslexia? 
Dyslexia Scotland is visiting Arran to provide 

information and advice about dyslexia.  
 

 

Wednesday 17 May - we will be at Arran High School, 
Lamlash, from 2pm - 7pm. 
 
 

Thursday 18 May - we will be at Glen Cloy Suite, Auchrannie 
Resort, Brodick, from 10am - 2pm.  There will be a free talk on 
‘What is dyslexia?’ at midday.  

 

 
Everyone welcome – drop in any time on either day 

For more information email lena@dyslexiascotland.org.uk  
 

 

National Helpline: 0344 800 84 84       
helpline@dyslexiascotland.org.uk 
www.dyslexiascotland.org.uk 
Registered in Scotland No 153321 Charity No SC 000951                                                                                                               
  

 

 

Dyslexia Scotland Roadshow 
Isle of Arran, 17 – 18 May  

 
 

 

17 and 18 May 
2017 
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Over the winter, various 
people in Blackwaterfoot 
area contacted me about 
‘strange white birds’ com-
ing to their garden feeders. 

It reminded me of the 
contacts that I had during 
the fi rst week in August 
last year when there was 
reports of a ‘white’ house 
martin at the north end of 
Whiting Bay. 

With the latest encoun-
ters, usually it was one bird 
in the garden but occasion-
ally two, one smaller than 
the other. With the help of 
the home owners I was able 
to get photographs one of 
the ‘strange white  birds’. 
It was with house sparrows 
and the non-white feathers 
were house sparrow feath-
ers – it was a house spar-
row with white patches. 
From the description of 
the smaller one, I suspect 
it was a blue tit with white 
patches. 

Birds like this are said to 
be leucistic. They are not a 
separate species just indi-
vidual birds with this con-
dition. 

From the selection of 
images with this article, 
sometimes the condition 
makes the plumage entirely 
white and sometimes there 
are varying sizes of patch-
es of white. It is thought to 
happen when the plumage 
lacks melanin pigment due 
to the cells responsible for 
making melanin being ab-
sent. This results in white 

Getting to the bottom of 
the strange white birds

A leucistic oystercatcher which is almost entirely white. 

Left: This leucistic robin still has a red 
breast;  above, the white head of 
a leucistic blackbird.

feathers, unless the normal 
plumage colour also com-
prises carotenoids (eg. yel-
lows), which remain unaf-
fected by the condition.

The reduction of pigment 
in leucistic birds caus-
es feathers to weaken and 
be more prone to wear. In 
some situations this can 
hinder fl ight, which, in ad-
dition to leucistic birds 
usually being more con-
spicuous, can heighten 
risk of predation. There is 
also evidence that leucistic 
birds might, on occasion, 

not be recognised or ac-
cepted by a potential mate. 

Albinism also results in 
white feathers but true al-
binos are thought to be 
rare in the wild. Albinism 
is caused by a genetic mu-
tation. An albino individu-
al is unable to produce any 
melanin pigments. This 
leads to a good diagnostic 
feature with which to dis-
tinguish leucistic and albi-
no individuals – the colour 
of the eye. Albinos have 
pink eyes while the iris 
pigmentation of leucistic 
birds remains dark.

There is more information 
on the British Trust for Or-
nithology website at  www.
bto.org/volunteer-surveys/
gbw/gardens-wildlife/gar-
den-birds/behaviour/plum-
age/leucism

The link also includes a 
simple on-line survey that 
you should complete if you 
have seen a bird with this 
type of unusual plumage.

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ 
to me at Kilpatrick Ken-
nels, Kilpatrick, Black-
waterfoot, KA27 8EY, or 
email me at jim@arran-
birding.co.uk  I look for-
ward to hearing from you.  
For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012, as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2016 and visit 
this website – www.arran-
birding.co.uk

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

An all white leucistic 
swallow. Being in 

we’re always 
on hand to 
deliver.

Order by calling our local number, delivered by our local team.
Wiltshire Farm Foods offers over 300 ready meals, each made using tasty ingredients that are 
perfectly cooked then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Special dietary needs like gluten-free 
or low calorie? It’s all available no-contract, no-commitment and with free delivery. Just order 
what you want, when you want. Try our menu now with our Great Value Menu Pack.

5 main courses with vegetables:
Lamb Hotpot with Sauté Potatoes, Roast 
Lamb in Mint Gravy, Chicken & Vegetable 
Casserole, Roast Chicken Breast with 
Stuffing, Pork, Leek & Mustard Casserole

2 desserts: Apple Crumble & Custard,
Jam Sponge & Custard

ORDER CODE: VP8Chicken & Vegetable Casserole  £2.99

Great Value Menu Pack for only £19.99

Call us today or go online for your FREE brochure

wiltshirefarmfoods.com

Kilwinning

01294 551734
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www.arranbanner.co.uk



18 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 29 April, 2017

Lamlash pair rise to 
engineering challenge

Initiative fights
new scam mail

www.scottishfield.co.uk

THE FINEST SCOTTISH 
LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY

A GARDEN OASIS 
IN ORKNEY
SCOTLAND NEEDS 
A FILM STUDIO NOW

 

SCOTT INNESS THISTLE UMBRELLA & SCOTTISH 
SHORTBREAD GIFT BOX SUBSCRIPTION OFFER

VERN COTTER – THE FORMER SCOTLAND RUGBY COACH 
ON THE JOY OF DEER STALKING IN THE HIGHLANDS

WHY ARE 
HARES 
DISAPPEARING?

MAY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

MAY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

WHY ARE HARES 

DISAPPEARING?    

A GARDEN OASIS 

IN ORKNEY
SCOTLAND NEEDS 

A FILM STUDIO NOW

MAY 2017

VERN COTTER – The Scotland rugby coach on the 

joy of deer stalking in the mountains of the Highlands

Plus

The fi nest Scottish 

landscape photography
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THE BORDER 
REIVER 
Musician Jesse Rae on 

his love of the Borders 

WINA LUXURY 
STAY AT 

TURNBERRY

1010PAGES OF

Conservatories   Orangeries    Sun Lounges   Garden Rooms Mozolowski & Murray

Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG

Open 7 days 10am to 5pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk

To fi nd out more call us on 

0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.
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The fi nest Scottish 
The fi nest Scottish 
The fi nest Scottish 

landscape photography
landscape photography
landscape photography

Musician Jesse 

Rae on his love 

of the Borders

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport   £35.00

Prestwick Airport  £25.00

Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Victims of scam mail on 
Arran will welcome a ma-
jor initiative Royal Mail has 
launched to help consumers. 

Scam mail involves pro-
fessional fraudsters sending 
often convincing letters de-
signed to trick people out of 
money or other valuables.

Scam mail can include bo-
gus competitions and fake 
prize draws encouraging 
people to buy products to 
qualify for prizes that don’t 
exist. 

Last November, Royal 

Mail launched an industry-
wide code of practice in 
conjunction with National 
Trading Standards, to crack 
down on scam mail. Since 
then, Royal Mail – support-
ed by Trading Standards 
– has stopped more than 
700,000 scam items from 
reaching its customers.

Royal Mail has also start-
ed to contact households it 
believes are receiving high 
volumes of scam mail. The 
latest anti-scam initiative 
will initially focus on the 

most-impacted customers.
Under the scheme, Royal 

Mail will block and im-
pound suspected scam mail 
at its distribution centres be-
fore it reaches the custom-
ers’ letterboxes. Legitimate 
business and personal mail 
will continue to be delivered 
to customers as normal.

Impacted customers will 
be able to contact a dedi-
cated Royal Mail helpline 
at 0800 085 8003, for infor-
mation if they have any con-
cerns. They can also arrange 

a home visit from Royal 
Mail staff.

Royal Mail is also rely-
ing on communities to play 
a role in defeating the scam-
mers by supporting Friends 
Against Scams, a Trading 
Standards initiative to pro-
tect and prevent people from 
becoming victims of scams 
by empowering communi-
ties to take a stand. The or-
ganisation provides help-
ful guidance and advice on 
their website at www.friend-
sagainstscams.org.uk.

Charlie and Ruaridh hard at work on their design.

The winning team with 
their certi� cate.

As part of the Glasgow 
Science Festival, Arran 
High School hosted a pri-
mary engineering K’NEX 
challenge last week.  

The contest gives pupils a 
chance to demonstrate their 
creative design skills by 
solving engineering chal-
lenges using the construc-
tion set K’NEX. Teams 
must use their communica-
tion, design and problem-
solving skills in order to 
progress and become the 
creating engineers cham-
pions.

The cluster winners were 
Charlie Ross and Ruaridh 

Lindsay-Smith from Lam-
lash Primary, who will now 
go on to represent Arran at 
the Ayrshire fi nal and have 
the chance to progress to 
the Scottish fi nal in Glas-
gow on June 9.

Lamlash Primary had three representatives at the Scot-
tish Primaries Cross-Country Championships on Satur-
day April 22 at Kirkcaldy High School. 

Oscar Inglis, Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith and Connah Wright 
were among more than 300 entrants in each age category. 
The event was a fantastic experience for the youngsters. 

Three of a kind

arranbanner
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Too long to wait
Waiting eight years to have proper sewage 
treatment at Brodick is not good enough. 

That was the view of several members 
of the public who attended the community 
council meeting on Tuesday. 

They were there because Martin Brown 
of West of Scotland Water was visiting to 
speak at the meeting. 

Mr Brown explained that in cleaning up 
the waters in the Clyde they had to tack-
le the most urgent problems fi rst. This will 
be to end the days of the sludge boat, the 
Shieldhall, which dumps Glasgow sew-
age at Garroch head off Bute, less than 10  
miles from Arran. Priority will be given 
to areas with larger populations and those 
further up the estuary before Arran. 

With its smaller population and being 
closer to the open sea, Arran will not be 
getting its sewage treatment plants until 
the deadline of 2005.

Goats’ cheese ends
The Island Cheese Company while doing 
well sees great diffi culty in carrying on 
making goats’ milk cheese. 

They can continue to make it but only by 
buying in frozen goats’   milk. 

Until last autumn they had a local sup-
ply from Jackie Scutt at Largiemeanoch 
who kept around 10 Sannen goats which 
produced enough to keep Ian McChlery’s 
goat cheese going. 

But now he has stopped keeping goats 
and Ian cannot fi nd any more on the is-
land. When he started making goats’ milk 
cheese almost all of it was sold to whole-
salers. So popular has it now become that 
he sells all he makes through his shop at 
the Home Farm. 

The victorious Brodick team who won the 1997 Kiscadale Salver were left to right: Isobel 
MacDonald, Barbara Hendry, Elizabeth McKellar, Jan Beattie and Linda Johnston. B17twe02

Deer signs
There have been at least four road acci-
dents this year alone involving red deer. 
One of these was on the Lamlash Hill and 
the others on the Bouguillie. 

This was raised at the community coun-
cil on Tuesday with the suggestion that 
warning signs should be put up for mo-
torists. Four signs on the Bouguillie were 
suggested and two on Lamlash Hill. 

It is also understood that North Ayrshire 
Council is to lobby the Scottish Offi ce for 
assistance to upgrade Arran’s roads to ac-
commodate the increased use they will get 
as timber extraction increases on the is-
land.

Peggy Mann who runs the new factory shop selling Arran Aromatics products stands 
atop the gallery which overlooks the selling area and the factory � oor. B17twe01

Sixth year pupils and members of the understanding industry course at Arran High 
School received certi� cates from the organisers for completing the course. B17twe04

Married last Saturday in Whiting Bay 
Church were Nikki Walker of Lamlash and 
Andrew Surridge of the Lake District. The 
couple, who are on honeymoon in Turkey, 
live in Whiting Bay. B17twe05

Last Sunday saw the running of the � fth Arran Allcomers Triathlon with 38 entrants 
attempting the 750-metre swim, 20-kilometre cycle and � ve-kilometre run. The � rst local 
male was Richard Lane and � rst female was Marion Logan. B17twe03
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COMPUTING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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ARRAN GENERAL INSURANCE SERVICES
Alistair Yates 

Specialising in home insurance, second homes, 
holiday letting homes, long let properties.

All commercial businesses, Public and Employers 
liability, commercial and agricultural vehicles.

Authorised and regulated by the Financial conduct Authority
Tel 01770820306 Mobile 07711254682

Driftwood, Kildonan, Isle of Arran KA27 8SE

INSURANCE SERVICES

TATOO ARTIST

FREE TO UPLIFT
Waste wood – Free for re-
moval Tel. 01770 600242
Mattress x 2 short length - 
72” x 36” x 7” Sprung & 
72”x 36” x 4” foam Tel: 
07831 385545

UNDER £50
Dyson hoover upright 
£40, hoover cylinder type 
1700w £40, Gents moun-
tain bike £50, ladies moun-
tain bike £50, German 
bench saw electric £45, 
US Mail box new £20 Tel: 
07415780987 Wbay
Tent - Vango Idaho sleeps 4 
£30, Rucksacks 100lt &65lt 
£15 each Tel: 07831385545
Childs pine bed 5ft x 2 1/4 
ft, good condition with du-
vet and mattress £35 Tel: 
303998 buyer collects

OVER £50
Ikea Poang Armchair and 
matching Footstool.Light 
oak and Dark Brown leath-
er. Condition is excellent. 
Current Ikea price for this 
combination is £240.00. 
Available for £120.00 To 
view, please call Allan or 
Jane on 700405.

WANTED
Bale carrier for wrapped 
round silage bales.  Tel 
Gordon 860726

AGRICULTURAL 
LIME

£35.00/tonne + V.A.T delivered

Tel. (01770) 600242



RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 29 April, 2017    21Advertising   21arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Public Notices

Eco Savvy Re-use Micro-Hub Managers
8 vacancies

Kildonan, Kilmory, Shiskine/Blackwaterfoot, Pirnmill, Lochranza,
Corrie/Sannox, Brodick & Lamlash

Eco-Savvy is an environmental charity on the Isle of Arran, working towards making Arran a 
greener and more sustainable island. The charity has been awarded a grant by the Climate Change 
Fund and the European Regional Development Fund to establish eight micro-hubs, so creating an 

island wide network of reuse and upcycling sites.
We are now seeking enthusiastic motivated people with a good knowledge of their local 

community to manage these hubs.
You will need good communication and organisational skills, be IT literate, with an understanding 

of spreadsheets & word documents. Social media skills would also be helpful but not essential. 
Your objectives will be to motivate your community & gather supporting volunteers.

The job is a fi xed term contract for 10 months working 8 hours per week (may include some 
weekend and evening work). The pay rate is £11.50 per hour.

To apply please send a CV and covering letter to arran.ecosavvy@gmail.com or post to 
Eco Savvy Community Shop, Shore Road, Whiting Bay, Isle of Arran. KA27 8PR.

Applications close 5pm Wednesday 10th May. Interviews will 
be in mid May with a start date of early June.

These positions are funded through the Scottish Government’s 
Climate Challenge Fund and the European Regional Development Fund.

HOUSEKEEPER WANTED
Saturday changeover Brodick 

We need a reliable person for Saturday 
changeover for a four bedroom holiday let 

from May 20th to end of September or later.
Very good rate of pay

Ask for Tom or Sheila on 
07776 238497 or 07717 845755

Part Time School Bus Driver 
STAGECOACH - Isle Of Arran

If you love driving and meeting people then 
Stagecoach could be your ticket to a 
rewarding job. We are looking for a part-time 
school bus driver to work a guaranteed 20 
hours per week. 

Training will be given to non-PCV licence 
holders and uniforms are provided free of 
charge. Free travel on Stagecoach services is 
available for you and your family (conditions 
apply) and enjoy free ferry rides sailing to and 
from the mainland.

Closing date 5th May 2017

Contact the Brodick Depot on 01770 302000 
for an application form.
or write to :
Guy Bodie, Stagecoach West Scotland, The Pier, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran  KA27 8UA.  
email : guy.bodie@stagecoachbus

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

Maintenance Engineer

Sous Chef

Housekeeping Assistants

Housekeeper Supervisor

Head Housekeeper (Spa Resort)

Day Porters

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.

Arran Music Festival 
Association 

AGM
Monday 8th May at 7.30pm

at Arran Mountain Rescue Base, Cladach
All welcome

HOUSEKEEPER 
REQUIRED

For a family holiday property in Lamlash
The house is used only by friends and family.  
The job would suit someone who is willing to 
take on irregular, occasional work throughout 

the year.
Please contact me for more details if 

interested: 07736 670940
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CHURCH NOTICES

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 30th April

11am Holy Communion.
 Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship 
on Thursday 4th May

at 3.30 pm, in St Molios’ 
Church, Shiskine.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but
 working together

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson,

 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 30th April 

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Worship

Pirnmill Church, 10.15am 
Morning Worship

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting,

12noon Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 30th April
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson,  at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the 
service and everyone is

invited to stay and enjoy more 
fellowship afterwards. 

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 30th April

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick 
Evening Service 6-30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick 
All welcome 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
 fellowship to share”
Sunday 30th April

Kilmory 10 am
Rev. Lily McKinnon
Lamlash 11.30 am

Praise Service
The Kirk Session

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 30th April
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 30th April

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

 BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FREINDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

DEATH

The 2017 Arran football 
season will kick off in tra-
ditional style with the start 
of the Armitage Haul-
age Cup on Monday night 
(May 1).

The football association 
are grateful to Struan and 
Rachel Armitage, who last 
year took over Arran Haul-
age, that they  have em-
braced the opportunity to 
continue sponsoring the 
fi rst trophy of the year. 

As a result, the opening 
game will be held at the 
Arran High School playing 
fi eld with the preliminary 
match between Lamlash 
and last year’s fi nalist’s 
Shiskine. Kick off 6.30pm.

The winner of this playoff 
will earn a home tie against 
Northend while the defend-
ing champions, Southend, 
will meet old rivals Brod-
ick in the other semi-fi nal 
at Sandbraes park.

These games will be 
played on Monday May 
8. Then the fi nal will be 

Ready for feast of football as 
Arran season gets under way

played on Saturday May 
13 with the venue still to be 
confi rmed.

The following Monday 
will see the start of the 
league, which is sponsored 
by Arran Dairies. This year 
will see champions Brod-
ick vying for their fourth 
league championship in a 
row and another chance 
to lift the Arran Dairies 
Shield.

The league fi xtures have 
already been put on the 
football association Face-
book page and will be 
printed in the Banner be-
fore the start of the season.

The knockout cup, which 
is played for at the end of 
the season, is lacking spon-
sorship at the moment. 

The association would be 
very grateful if any local 
businesses would like the 
chance to put forward a tro-
phy and sponsor the com-
petition.

The association say it is 
a great advertising oppor-

tunity for a business to get 
their name spread across 
the island. Anyone inter-
ested should please con-
tact Danny Head or anoth-
er member of the football 
committee.

There have been a couple 
of noticeable changes in 
the format this year, mainly 
based at attempting to en-
courage more youngsters 
to play.

Amateur football in Scot-
land has had fi ve substitutes 
instead of three for a cou-
ple of years now so Arran 
is following suit this year to 
get more people game time. 
The minimum age has gone 
down to pupils going into 
S3 at the high school this 
summer as well. 

Referees fees have gone 
up to £25 and we are al-
ways grateful to people 
willing to take on the job.

Hopefully, 2017 will be 
an exciting season of foot-
ball with plenty of players 
and spectators alike.

Brodick FC warmed up 
for the new season with a 
friendly against Carradale 
AFC at Ormidale Park on 
Saturday.

The island’s 2016 cham-
pions have been keep-
ing  the players’ feet in this 
winter playing seven-a-
side, but they were no 
match for the West of Scot-
land Amateur Football 
League side. They put up 
a brave fi ght despite going 
down 4-1.

A Carradale spokesman 
said: ‘It was quite a bruis-
ing game with tough tack-
les but great sportsman-
ship. We want to thank the 
Brodick club for their hos-
pitality at the Ormidale ho-
tel and hope to see them 
in Kintyre in late July or 
August.’

Brodick lose out 
to Carradale
Brodick 1
Carradale 4

Adam McNicol on the 
attack for Brodick.

Brodick and Carradale line up together before the friendly. 01_A17brodick01

Babbies MacNeil goes in for a crunching tackle. 01_A17brodick02

GARDNER - Morag. 
The family announce 
the passing of Morag 
on Tuesday 25th April. 
Morag has requested no 
fl owers and any donations 
to the premature baby unit 
of Crosshouse Hospital. 
The service will be held 
at Lamlash Church on 
Thursday 4th May at 
11.30am.
RANKIN - Isobel Sil-
lars. Isobel, much loved 
wife of the late Edward 
Charles, mother, mother-
in-law, grandmother and 
friend is now at peace af-
ter a diffi cult last few years, 
which she endured stoical-
ly. After a long and hap-

py life, she died in the ear-
ly hours of Tuesday 18th 
April 2017. Family funer-
al. No fl owers please. Do-
nations may be made to the 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution. Friends are in-
vited to a small celebra-
tion of Isobel’s life which 
will take place at The Ha-
ven on Saturday 29th April 
from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Many thanks for the kind-
ness, care and thoughtful-
ness shown by the staff of 
Arran War Memorial Hos-
pital, Cooriedoon Nursing 
Home, Rev. Angus Adam-
son and David and Clair 
Hendry.
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Brodick lift Kiscadale 
Salver in close contest

New bowling season begins

Jamie MacPherson receives 
his prize from Whiting Bay 
captain Wol�  Kroner at the 
Captain’s Drive Day and 
prize. 

Brodick Bowling Club open their season today (Satur-
day) at 2pm, and extend an invitation to all island bowl-
ers to join them.  

The club is keen to encourage anyone who wants to try 
out the game to come along any week day between the 
hours of 10.30am and 4.30pm, when the bowling green 
and tennis courts are open to the public.  

Members will be on duty each day and are willing to ex-
plain the game to novices who want to have a go. Age is 
no barrier, as the club has sets of bowls for youngsters as 
well.

The club’s rink games are held at 6.45pm each Monday 
and Wednesday, and on Saturdays at 2pm, and an open 
invitation to join in, or try it out for the fi rst time, is ex-
tended to all.  

Arran Ladies Golf Union
The Kiscadale Salver is 
a keenly-contested inter-
club matchplay competi-
tion played off scratch as a 
round robin and this year 
it was played in Shiskine 
with teams from Brod-
ick, Machrie, Lamlash and 
Shiskine.

On Tuesday April 18, a dry 
but cold evening, Machrie 
played Shiskine. They won 
one game each giving each 
team two points. Brodick 
made a strong start against 
Lamlash winning both 
matches for four points.

On Thursday April 20, 
another dry but bright-
er evening, Brodick played 
well against Machrie and 
gained a further four points 
while Shiskine also won four 
points beating Lamlash in 
both matches.

The sun shone on the fi nal 
day, Saturday April 22, when 
Machrie, the most improved 
team of the competition, put 
on a very strong performance 
against Lamlash to win four 
points bringing their total 
to six points. Brodick, the 
strongest team, were beat-
en in one of their matches by 
Shiskine keeping their lead 
to two points.

The Kiscadale Salver 
winner was Brodick with 
10 points, runner up was 
Shiskine with eight points. 
The ALGU Trophies for 
2016/17 were as follows; 
Flockhart Trophy, Bren-
da Livingstone; Cir Mhor 
Trophy, Liz Kerr; Island 
Championship, Kema Glen-
da; runner up, Susan Butch-
ard; Drumadoon Tray, Susan 
Butchard.

The ALGU thanked Stu-
art and the greens staff for 
the excellent condition of the 
course, Alan Dunlop for the 

The four teams who played in the ALGU Kiscadale Salver at Shiskine Golf and Tennis 
Club, Brodick, Shiskine, Machrie Bay and Lamlash.

The Brodick Ladies who were winners of the Kiscadale 
Salver. 

ALGU Trophy winners: president Carole Stewart  with 
Susan Butchard, Kema Genda, Brenda Livingstone and 
Liz Kerr. 

welcome hot food after play-
ing on the cold evenings, 
Dougie in the pro shop and 
to all the spectators who 
came along to support this 
great competition which was 
played throughout in won-
derful sporting spirit.

Fixture: Saturday May 6,  
Flockhart Trophy at Whit-
ing Bay at 12.30pm.Mon-
day May 15, ADM Shiskine 
at 7.30pm.

ic twos A Wales and Lee 
Dutton, both @16th. 

Fixtures: Sunday April 30, 
Hastings Cup, fi rst game, 
8.30am to 9.30am and 
12.30pm. Thursday May 4, 
Summer Cup. Make up own 
games, see starter for times.  

Ladies Section: Wednesday 
April 19, Stroke 1, CSS 67, 
seven played. 1 Kate McAd-
am 88-18=70, 2 June Rich-
ardson  96-25=71. Scratch, 
Kate McAdam 88.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday April 19, Sum-
mer Trophy round 3. Wors-
ening afternoon weather 
meant the early players had 
the better conditions for the 
third round of the 2017 Sum-
mer Trophy. 

A healthy fi eld of 19 played 
and Douglas Auld took full 
advantage of the benign 
morning conditions to win 
with a nett 59. CSS went out 
to 65 and there were no mag-
ic twos. 1 Douglas Auld 24, 
59; 2 David Brookens 11, 
62; 3 Danny Head 5, 65 ACB 
and lowest gross, 4 Frazer 
Barr 10, 65.

Sunday April 23, Captain’s 
Drive Day and prize. A glo-
rious morning for the fi rst of 
captain Wolfi  Kroner’s prize 
days saw 15 players take to 
the course to enjoy a fi ne 
morning’s golf and captain 
Wolfi ’s generous hospitali-
ty afterwards. Scoring was 
generally good and the non 
handicap risk Stableford for-
mat seemed to suit everyone.

If ever the old adage ‘be-
ware the injured golfer’ held 
true, it was that day as Jamie 
MacPherson, playing for the 
fi rst time since a football-re-
lated injury to his knee, 
swept home with 41 points to 
win by one from John Pen-
nycott. 1 Jamie MacPherson 
6, 41 pts, 2 John Pennycott 
14, 40pts, 3 Andy Martin 
12, 39pts. Many thanks to 
Wolfi  for the entertainment 
and generous hospitality; the 
prize giving especially will 
live long in the memories of 
all who were there.

Fixtures: Sunday April 30, 
The Eric Wood Stableford. 
Wednesday May 3, Summer 
Trophy.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday  April 18, Arran 
Grouse. 1 R Woods and R 
Traill 80-18=62. 

Fixtures: Tuesday May 2, 

Peter Sutton/Lady Mary at 
12.30pm and 5.30pm. Entry 
sheet for the Lawson Cam-
eron Handicap Knockout is 
on the notice board in the tea 
room.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday April 19, 
Wednesday Medal. 1 L Hart-
ley 71-17=54, 2 A McDon-
ald 75-12=63 BIH, 3 M Mc-
Donald 77-14=63. Scratch, L 
Hartley 71. Magic twos from 
R Logan, J McConnachie, 
S Beardsley and D Logan. 
Fantastic score from Len.

A moderate handicap revi-
sion will be applied. Steven 
Beardsley ran off with the 
magic twos money thanks to 
number one coming out of 
the hat.

Saturday April 22, Sweep. 
1 R Logan 68-6=62, 2 A Mc-
Donald 77-10=65, 3 G An-
drew 77-11=66. Scratch, R 
Logan 68. magic twos, R 
Burke and D Logan.

Fixture: Friday April 
28, AGA Seniors Bowl at 
Machrie, 5pm start.

Saturday April 29, Sweep. 
Ballots at 9am and 1pm.

Wednesday May 3, 
Wednesday Cup at 5pm.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday April 19, Sum-
mer Cup, 37 played, CSS 65. 
Brian Smith 77-12=65 ACB, 
Greg McCrae 70-5=65, ACB, 
Brian Allison 87-22=65. 
Scratch, Greg McCrae 70.
Sunday April 23, The Bel-
haven, 20 played, CSS 65. 
Gordon Hendry 68-5=63, 
Bill Donaldson 80-16=64, 
Chris Pattenden 79-13=66. 
Scratch, Gordon Hendry 68.
Fixture, Sunday April 30, 
Brandon Qualifi er.

Arran Golfers
Association
Fixtures: Friday April 28, 
Seniors Bowl at Machrie Bay 
Golf Club, fi rst round from 
5pm. Draw: Lochranza 
v Shiskine, winners play 

Machrie. Brodick v Corrie, 
Lamlash v Whiting Bay. Jun-
ior medal at Shiskine Golf 
Club on Monday May 1 from 
4pm. Sunday May 7, Spring 
Handicap at Shiskine Golf 
Club, sheets in locker rooms.

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday April 20, Summer 
Cup, CSS 64, Par 64. 1 Andy 
Smith 77-15=62 BIH over, 2 
Serge El Adm 80-18=62, 3 
John O’Sullivan 82-18=64 
BIH over, 4 Scott Campbell 
78-14=64. Scratch D Mac-
Farlane 66. Magic twos A 
Wales @16th, Alan Smith 
@16th, I Bremner @13th, J 
O’Sullivan @16th, W Cur-
rie @16th.

Sunday April 23, Drift Inn 
Quaich, Stableford, CSS 66, 
Par 64, 34pts to Stableford. 

1 Allan Winship 35pts, 2 
Andrew Wales 33 pts BIH, 
3 Mark Wren 33pts. Best 
scratch A Wales 26pts. Mag-
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Neil fixes up Lamlash 
with a new playing kit

Preparations advanced for first festival
Preparations are progressing 
well for the fi rst ever Arran 
Triathlon Festival.

The Island-2-Island event is 
so named because the unique 
start to the event will be a 
powerboat ride to Holy Isle.

In order to keep local resi-
dents up to speed with what 
is happening during the 
weekend of Saturday June 3 
and Sunday June 4 a meet-
ing is being held on Monday 
May 1 at 6.30pm in the Arran 
Outdoor Centre in Lamlash 
to which all are welcome.

The festival is the fi rst ever 
to be staged by the Arran Ju-
nior Triathlon Club to raise 
funds for the club. As well as 
being able to fi nd out about 
the event those attending will 
be able ask questions about 
the proposed closure of the 
shore road at Clauchlands be-
tween  4.45pm to 6.15pm on 
June 3 to accommodate the 
children’s race.

The racing starts at 9am on 
Saturday with the half iron 
distance then two more dis-
tances, Olympic and sprint. 

From 4pm food and drinks 
will be available with live 
entertainment in the marquee 
adjacent to the outdoor cen-
tre until late.

Organiser Craig Wood said: 
‘Everyone on Arran is wel-
come to come and join us 
for a great day at the out-
door centre. With live enter-
tainment and food and drink 
served on site it should be 
a good night and the more 
money we can raise on the 
night the better - it all goes to 
the club.’

He added: ‘We want this to 
not only be a triathlon event 
but also a festival in which 
all locals can come and expe-
rience the on-site entertain-
ment and support our juniors 
when they race.’

The club is still looking for 
volunteers if anyone is inter-
ested in helping out on the 
day, and would like to hear 
from businesses which may 
wish to help with prizes. If 
you would like to help in any 
way please contact: craig.
wood10@yahoo.com

Sean Higgins moves in to thwart a Glenburn 
attack 01_A17lamlash03

Lamlash FC have a 
new sponsor for the 
season after local busi-
nessman Neil Young 
Joinery and Building 
Ltd stepped in to buy 
new strips for the club.

Neil said: ‘The team 
were badly needing 
new strips and I am 
pleased to have been 
able to provide them 
with a full new kit.’

The team kicked off 
their season with a 

friendly against Glen-
burn Miners Welfare 
AFC from Prestwick 
at the high school pitch 
on Saturday. The high 
scoring game fi nished 
6-6.

Lamlash captain 
Johnny Sloss said: ‘The 
team are very grateful 
to Neil and Sarah Jane 
for their support.’ 

* Brodick FC were 
also in action see page 
22

The Lamlash squad with the new strips sponsored by Neil and Sarah Jane Young. 01_A17lamlash01

Johnny 
Sloss spins 
away from 
a tackle. 
01_A17lamlash05




