
Easter island bonanza
Arran enjoys its busiest ever weekend break on record

The weather may not al-
ways have been kind but 
Arran enjoyed a bumper 
Easter which could well be 
the busiest on record.

Businesses on the island 
not only reported an excep-
tionally busy weekend, but 
a busier than ever Easter 
school holiday fortnight.

Across the spectrum of 
island organisations, from 
accommodation providers 
to restaurants, shops and 
activity providers, all have 
reported an upturn in busi-
ness with increased visitor 
numbers. 

The MV Isle of Arran was 
brought on to provide extra 
sailings over the weekend, 
providing an extra boost. 

It was certainly the busiest 
Arran rugby sevens event 
held on Saturday at Ormi-
dale Park in recent times, 
with organisers reporting 
a threefold increase in tak-
ings from last year. And the 
Easter fun at Brodick Castle 
was very busy, despite the 
weather.

A broad survey of accom-
modation providers found 
that, while Easter was usu-
ally a busy period, the in-
creased numbers visiting 
the island had extended 
the period, with accommo-
dation being booked for 
weeks before and after the 
traditional Easter weekend. 

Jane Mack, of the Arran 
Team, a self-catering hol-
iday letting agency, said: 
‘We have been fully booked 
for the past three weeks. 
Most of our bookings are in 
advance but there were still 

people who took advantage 
of some last-minute deals. 
The Easter period this year 
and the lead up to it has 
been as busy as main sum-
mer holidays have been.’ 

At the Douglas Hotel in 
Brodick, duty manager 
Heather Wood reported that 
both the hotel and the Brod-
ick Bunkhouse had been 
fully booked over Easter 
and that the restaurant even-
tually had to start a waiting 
list owing to the large num-
bers of visitors. 

She added: ‘The Douglas 

Hotel and bistro continues 
to rise in popularity and this 
year has been no exception.’ 

At Seal Shore Campsite in 
Kildonan, owner Maurice 
Deighton said: ‘We are al-
ways full over Easter. The 
difference this year is that 
we are now busier pre- and 
post-season, which could 
either be attributed to the 
RET fares or the variety of 
activities that we offer at 
this time which are well re-
ceived by our visitors.’

To the north of the island, 
at Lochranza Field Study 

and Activity Centre direc-
tor Chris Traill said: ‘Over 
Easter there has been a 
large uptake on activities 
being booked by families. 
It would seem that visitors’ 
needs are changing and that 
they no longer want to just 
browse shops but are also 
wanting to have activities 
to enjoy. This year has seen 
an increase in visitors want-
ing to abseil in Sannox, and 
gorge walking has also in-
creased in popularity this 
year.’

A spokesperson from 
Visit Arran said: ‘Busi nesses 
reported a very busy time 
with tourists from not just 
across the water but also 
from further afi eld, who 
seemed to love the island 
and all that it has to offer.

‘It was great to have the 
extra ferry sailings and 
hopefully by this time next 
year they will be on for the 
whole of the Easter period.’

Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
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Hands 
off our 
holiday
Parents and pupils have 
been told that Arran could 
have a week cut from the 
October school holidays, 
but not until 2019.

The situation has arisen 
due to the scheduling of the 
Easter holidays in 2019. 

The fi rst two weeks in 
April are agreed holiday 
dates, but in 2019 Good 
Friday and Easter Monday 
are later in the month and 
two extra days’ holidays 
are needed to accommo-
date them.

North Ayrshire Council 
has drawn up four op-
tions which are currently 
out for consultation, and 
one of them is for Arran to 
have the same holidays as 
the mainland – with only a 
week in October, a Novem-
ber and February weekend 
and an in-service day in 
February.

Many parents involved in 
the tourist industry use the 
October holiday as the time 
for the main family holiday 
and some are worried that 
if the fortnight is lost for a 
year that may become the 
norm.

Youngsters enjoy the sack 
race at the Easter fun day at 
Brodick Castle last Sunday. 
Full report starts on page 
11. 01a_Broundup01

Continued on page two.

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk

FREE INSIDE 
Your guide to this 
year’s festivals 
and events



2 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 22 April, 2017arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Peel Ports pledges ‘biggest 
investment’ following win
The intervention of Troon 
helped forge a closer 
working relationship with 
Ardrossan harbour owner 
Peel Ports, the Arran 
Economic Group (AEG) 
said this week.

There has long been 
criticism of Peel Ports 
being unwilling to listen to 
demands for improvements 
at Ardrossan. But this week 
it pledged that it is now 
able to start on the biggest 
investment programme the 
harbour has seen in recent 
years.

The AEG, which has 
backed Ardrossan from the 
start, was among the fi rst to 
welcome the government 

Peel Ports has pledged a 
new £15 million maritime 
hub for Ardrossan shown in 
this artist’s impression. 

decision which had been 
expected after a STAG 
review came out heavily in 
favour of Ardrossan over 
its rival Troon.

The AEG praised the 
‘thorough community 
consultation exercise’ 
which, it says, helped 
forged a closer working 
relationship with Peel 
Ports, which will be 
developed further to 
ensure the communities of 
Arran and Ardrossan are at 
the forefront of all planned 
activity.

It also says it helped 
connect the communities 
of Arran and Ardrossan. 

This will be further 
improved by the inclusion 
of an Arran representative 

on the Ardrossan harbour 
redevelopment team.

Chairman Tom Tracey 
said: ‘It also focused 
attention on both Arran 
and Ardrossan, and their 
needs for different types 

of development and 
support. Arran`s priority 
is low-cost housing to 
support economic growth 
and the long-term viability 
of the island community. 
Ardrossan needs economic 
stimulus to support the 
existing population.  

‘Taken together, both will 
benefi t from a successful 
implementation of the 
Ayrshire Coastal Growth 
Deal.’

Peel Ports has pledged 
a £15 million investment 
at Ardrossan on a new 
integrated ferry, road and 
rail terminal by 2018.

Harbour programme 
director Doug Coleman 
has been invited to outline 
the details of the project to 
the Arran Ferry Committee 
on Monday May 8. 

Mr Coleman said: ‘We 
were always convinced 
that the benefi ts of 
retaining the ferry service 
on the shortest, fastest 
and cheapest route were 
overwhelming. 

‘Now that we have 
been given a long-term 
commitment by the 

Scottish Government, 
we are able to start on 
the biggest investment 
programme Ardrossan 
harbour has seen in recent 
years.

‘The new passenger and 
marine infrastructure – 
combined with the new 
£48.5 million ferry, which 
will come into service in 
the autumn of next year 
– will be of enormous 
benefi t to the people of 
Arran and Kintyre, and to 
the hundreds of thousands 
of visitors who use the 
ferry service each year.

‘From my many meetings 
with local people and other 
ferry users over the past 
few months, they have 
enthusiastically backed 
retaining the ferry on its 
traditional route, but they 
also made it clear that they 
wanted major investment 
in Ardrossan to meet the 
standard of the new vessel. 
That’s what we’re now 
going to deliver.’

North Ayrshire Council 
chief executive Elma 
Murray added: ‘The council 
and Peel Ports will now 
work towards delivering 
what we promised during 
the campaign – a major 
£15 million redevelopment 
of the Ardrossan ferry 
terminal and marine 
infrastructure to service 
the route for the next 30 
years.

‘The announcement will 
ensure that the residents of 

Arran and Kintyre get the 
world-class ferry service 
they deserve. It will also 
unlock more than £100 
million of investment 
the wider regeneration of 
Ardrossan.’ 

Scottish Green MSP 
Ross Greer said: ‘Now 
that the future of the ferry 
in Ardrossan is secure, it’s 
time to keep pushing for 
improvements to the port 
and the service.’

West of Scotland 
Conservative MSP Jamie 
Greene said: ‘A number 
of constituents had raised 
concerns with me over 
issues with the current 
ferry service. 

‘It now falls on the 
operators to ensure that 
we iron out these issues 
and make the ferry service 
even better going forward. 

‘Let it serve as a warning 
that nothing can be taken 
for granted and that people 
on Arran and on the 
mainland expect the very 
best from us all.’

Bill McIntosh, leader of 
South Ayrshire Council, 
added: ‘We’re disappointed 
by the decision not to 
relocate the ferry to Troon 
– a move I believe would 
have delivered a more 
reliable service at no cost 
to the public purse, with 
the improvements to the 
terminal met entirely with 
private money.

‘However, from the 
outset, we have maintained 
that we would accept the 
report’s recommendations 
and, with the decision now 
made, that is what we will 
do.’

However, a North Ayr-
shire Council spokesman 
said: ‘We are currently 
consulting with school-
based staff on the island 
about the various options 
for scheduling of holidays 
in 2018/19. We must stress 
that, if this was to be the 
preferred option, it would 
be for one year only.’

The other options are for 
Arran schools to have one 
less day at Easter and only 
an in-service day in Feb-
ruary with no holiday, but 
keep two weeks in October.

Alternatively, to stop two 
days later in the summer, 
keep two weeks at East-
er and October and have a 
holiday and in-service day 
in February, or have Easter 

holidays a week later than 
mainland, only have one 
in-service day in February 
and stop for summer at the 
same time as the mainland.

In any school year, there 
have to be 195 working days, 
40 days of annual leave and 
26 school closure days – days 
which are not working days or 
annual leave.

See also page 10.

Continued from page 1

Hands off our holiday week



COAST Wild Things workshop sees youngsters learn about sea life
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust, COAST, 
hosted an eggstraordinary 
Sea Life workshop on 
Saturday. 

Children learned about 
sea life and underwater 
eggs and enjoyed a 
chocolate Easter egg hunt 
on the shore at Lamlash 
Green.    

More than 100 visitors 
attended the Wild Things 
workshop where they 
enjoyed the hands-on 
experience of looking 
at plankton under the 
microscope, experiencing 
real aquatic creatures and 
learning about underwater 
eggs and babies. 

The interactive and 

well-attended event saw 
children undertaking a 
number of fun education 
tasks, one of which saw 
them performing the 
pipefi sh dance, which had 
them in hysterics.  

Manuela de los Rios, 
communications offi cer 

for COAST, said: ‘A huge 
thank you to everyone who 
attended, especially the 
15 volunteers who helped 
run the activities which 
were thoroughly enjoyed 
by everyone involved, 
including all of the young 
visitors.’

Eggstraordinary success

Children enjoyed learning about sea creatures and their underwater habitats with real 
examples to handle. 01_B16coast01

Various photos and objects keep the workshop interactive 
and held the children’s attention.  01_B16coast03

Manuela de los 
Rios of COAST 
teaches the 
children the 
pipe� sh dance. 
01_B16coast02

Andrew leaves trust in good shape
Andrew Binnie, executive 
director of the Communi-
ty of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST) is moving on at 
the end of June to work 
freelance on new projects. 

Andrew led the success-
ful campaign for the South 
Arran Marine Protected 
Area, built its organisa-
tional capacity and negoti-
ated the purchase of Lam-
lash tennis courts – soon 
to become COAST’s new 
headquarters and a marine 
discovery hub for Arran.

Chairman Howard Wood 
said: ‘We have been very 
fortunate to have had 
someone of Andrew’s cal-
ibre and commitment for 
the last six years. 

‘His wide-ranging exper-

tise, passion and determi-
nation have been critical to 
our evolution and achieve-
ments. Thanks to him we 
are well prepared to con-
tinue our journey towards 
the sustainable use of our 

seas. While sorry to see 
Andrew move on, we wish 
him all the very best in his 
future ventures and adven-
tures.’

Andrew said: ‘It’s a real 
wrench to be leaving such 
a dynamic group. Howev-
er, I’ll be staying on Arran 
and am looking forward 
to contributing to progres-
sive marine management 
in new ways and to contin-
uing my association with 
my colleagues and friends 
here and around Scotland.

‘It’s been a privilege 
working with Howard and 
the COAST team during 
such an exciting period.’

The trust is advertising 
for a new director of oper-
ations and development.
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Andrew Binnie is leaving 
COAST. 
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Nautical 
jumble 
sale
Scotland’s biggest nautical 
jumble sale is sure to attract 
sailors and members of the 
Arran boating fraternity to 
Irvine later this month.

The West of Scotland boat 
jumble sale is being held on 
Sunday April 30, taking up 
the full length of the Scot-
tish Maritime Museum 
wharf at Irvine’s harbour-
side. 

Along with chan-
dlery, fi shing tackle, sail-
ing gear and anything and 
everything nautical, there 
will be various displays and 
attractions to entertain chil-
dren and adults during the 
May Bank Holiday week-
end.  

The Maritime Museum 
will be offering reduced 
price admission, free entry 
for accompanied children 
and the RNLI will also be 
hosting a roadshow at the 
event. 

Gates open at 10am. Ad-
mission is £4 for adults and 
free for accompanied chil-
dren.

A SUCCESSFUL spring fayre took place 
at Lamlash church hall last Saturday. 

Raising £718, the fayre saw a large gath-
ering of supporters enjoying soup and 
sandwiches, teas and coffees and a mag-
nifi cent display of enticing home baking. 

Visitors browsed the children’s and local 
craft stalls and had a fl ing on the tombola 
and raffl e while the children were treated 

to face painting, crafting, egg decorating 
and tasty treats.   

The well-attended fayre, which takes 
place every year, is one of many events 
throughout the year which is supported 
by various organisations who help to raise 
funds for the annual children’s Christmas 
party which involves games, fun activities 
and a present for each child.

RNLI coffee 
morning
The Arran branch of the 
RNLI is holding a coffee 
morning at Ormidale Pavil-
ion, Brodick, on Saturday 
April 29 from 10.30am un-
til 12.30pm. 

There will be tea, coffee, 
home baking and a number 
of stalls, including a cake 
stall and tombola. 

The RNLI is the chari-
ty that saves lives at sea. It 
relies entirely on funding 
from local communities. 
Visitors are encouraged to 
go along and support the 
organisation.

Hustings held
in Brodick
Ahead of the North Ayr-
shire Council elections, 
Arran CVS is holding a 
hustings to which all Ar-
drossan and Arran candi-
dates have been invited.

The hustings will take 
place in Brodick Hall 
on Monday April 24 at 
7.30pm. 

As previously reported in 
the Banner, seven candi-
dates will contest the three 
ward seats which will be 
decided by proportional 
representation on May 4.

Successful
fayre at 
Lamlash

A young boy patiently waits 
to be transformed into a 
leopard. 01a_B16lamlash04

The well-stocked tombola table was a popular attraction for visitors. 01a_B16lamlash01

Stall holders did a roaring 
trade in interesting crafts 
and artwork. 01a_B16lamlash02

Children enjoy decorating eggs and creating Easter 
bonnets and baskets with help from mum.
01a_B16lamlash03

Visitors � lled the seating area to enjoy a lunchtime snack 
and tasty treats. 01a_B16lamlash05

for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.arranadventure.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

island
adventure

Why not try your hand at a range of
activities including archery, gorge

walking, mountain biking and Segways?

Activities available throughout the year.

Our friendly instructors are here to help
you try something new today!

visit us daily from 10am

Explore the 
island by bike -

24 hour hire

just £16



Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.
co.uk

ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 22 April, 2017 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 5News

Two adventurers will at-
tempt to climb all the sum-
mits on Arran over 700 me-
tres in one day.

Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team (AMRT) members 
Kirstie Smith and Lucy 
Wallace will be attempting 
the Arran 700s mountain-
eering challenge to raise 
£2,000 for the team and the 
Mulanje Mountain Rescue 
Team (MMRT) in Malawi. 

The challenge will take 
place on Sunday May 
14 and will see the two 
women climbing all fi ve 
summits from Brodick to 
Pirnmill. 

On Mulanje, the high-
est mountain in Malawi, 
mountain rescue servic-
es are particularly poor-

Arran duo take on Arran 
summit climb challenge

Mountain rescue volunteers Kirstie Smith and Lucy 
Wallace will be raising funds in an adventurous 
mountaineering challenge. 

ly funded, with team mem-
bers risking their lives to 
save others with only rudi-

mentary equipment and ba-
sic training. They also per-
form a vital service to their 

community, supporting 
others in times of crisis, in 
a country where there is lit-
tle or no safety net. Natural 
disasters, such as the fl ood-
ing in January 2015, where 
200,000 people lost their 
homes, saw MMRT play-
ing a key role on the front 
line.

The challenge has been 
organised by Lucy who, 
having previously raised 
funds for both Mulanje and 
AMRT by taking part in 
the Arran trig point chal-
lenge, delivered the funds 
for MMRT directly to them 
in Malawi during an expe-
dition trip. 

Having seen fi rst hand the 
need for funds for essen-
tial life saving equipment, 

Cancer charities’ fundraising boost
An athlete is embarking 
on a series of challenges to 
raise funds for the Beatson 
Cancer Charity and ArCaS. 

Greg Paterson of Brodick 
will take on the Total War-
rior, 110-mile Glasgow to 
Edinburgh cycle, and walk 
the top 10 peaks in Arran 
in a series of fundraising 
events throughout the year. 

As if that was not enough, 
Greg will also take part in 
the Goatfell hill race next 
month after completed the 

Edinburgh Kilomathon just 
a few weeks ago. 

Greg, who raised more 
than £600 by climbing 
Buachaille Etive Mor last 
year, said: ‘The Beatson 

helped my granny through 
tough times and I admire 
the work ArCaS does for 
the people of Arran. It’s 
an amazing organisation. I 
hope to raise as much as I 
can for these charities and 
if anyone is interested in 
joining me for any of these 
challenges, please message 
me. The more the merrier.’

To contact or support 
Greg, visit his gofundme 
page at www.gofundme.
com/Fundraise2017.

she recognises the desper-
ate need as they have very 
little of anything and such 
a large number of callouts.

Both teams are run by 
volunteers and depend-
ent on public donations to 
fund equipment and train-
ing. Volunteers give their 
time to help rescue those 
who are lost or injured in 
the mountains they love.

Kirstie said: ‘Lucy is the 
one that came up with the 
idea and I’m just delight-
ed she has asked me to join 
her on the challenge to help 
raise as much money as we 
can for mountain rescue at 
home and away. 

‘We both want to raise 
funds for our own team and 
for MMRT as they both 

rely so heavily on fundrais-
ing and donations to keep 
running and saving lives.’

All the money raised by 
the crowdfunding project 
will be shared between Ar-
ran MRT and MMRT. 

If you would like to sup-
port Lucy and Kirstie in 
their fundraising a Just-
Giving page has been set 
up at www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/Arran700s 
where donations will be 
greatly appreciated. 



North Ayrshire schools’ 
senior concert band hit the 
right note recently, win-
ning the top award at the 
National Concert Band Fes-
tival (NCBF). 

Competing in the youth 
wind band, county class 
category, they won the pres-
tigious Platinum title after 
giving a show-stopping 
performance to renowned 
adjudicators in Warwick on 
April 9. 

The talented team, com-
prising 36 pupils from the 
area’s secondary schools, 
including three from Ar-
ran, performed three com-
petition pieces: Exultation 
by Philip Sparke; Sleep by 
Eric Whitaker; and Into the 
Light by Jay Bocock.

The Arran High School 
pupils were Lois Ashley, 
who plays the trumpet, and 
Alison Provan and Lucy 
Walsh on fl utes.

The highly-skilled young 
musicians are no strangers 
to success, having taken 
home the coveted Platinum 
award just fi ve months ago 
at the regional heats, and 
now winning the Platinum 

award at the all-important 
national stage. 

The band has a long his-
tory of achievements at the 
NCBF national heat, win-
ning Platinum in 2015, 
Gold in 2016 and Platinum 
again in 2017.  

Mae Murray, music ser-
vice manager, said: ‘I can’t 
express how proud I am 
of this talented group of 
young musicians. Each and 
every one of them has put 

in a great amount of effort 
to prepare for this competi-
tion and they did not disap-
point when they got on that 
stage on Sunday. 

‘Their performance per-
fectly showcased their tal-
ents and coming home with 
the Platinum award is the 
cherry on top.’

As well as the council’s 
music service, the band re-
ceives special tuition from 
musical director Matthew 

Chinn, of the Royal Con-
servatoire of Scotland, and 
a number of talented instru-
mental instructors.

Speaking about the band’s 
success, council chief ex-
ecutive Elma Murray, said: 
‘These exceptional young 
people are a shining exam-
ple of what can be achieved 
through hard work, dedica-
tion and commitment. 

‘I know their tremen-
dous efforts are mirrored by 

their parents/carers and, of 
course, the staff who work 
alongside them to help 
them realise their musical 
potential. Being recognised 
among some of the UK’s 
best in this competition is 
testament to all of their en-
deavours.

‘They are a true inspira-
tion to all. They should all 
feel very proud of them-
selves – I know we all cer-
tainly are.’
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The senior concert band who won the Platinum award at the National Concert Band Festival. 

School band hits high 
note with national win

Cannes 
winner to 
show at 
film club
The Corrie Film Club’s 
Easter offering is the 
Palme d’Or winner at 
the 2015 Cannes Film 
Festival, Dheepan (2015 
Iceland/Sweden Cert 
15).

Dheepan is a Sri 
Lankan Tamil Tiger 
who is forced to fl ee to 
France to escape civil 
war. 

He befriends a woman 
and young girl he has 
never met before and 
together they pose as a 
family in the Parisian 
suburbs where Dheepan 
works as a caretaker of a 
block of fl ats. 

He soon fi nds that 
the violence he has left 
behind fi nds him and he 
is left fi ghting for his 
livelihood and his life.

This is a powerful tale 
of family, love, social 
integration and the 
overwhelming effects of 
warfare. 

Watch it in Corrie and 
Sannox Village Hall 
tomorrow (Sunday) at 
8pm. 

All welcome. Non-
members are asked to 
make a small voluntary 
contribution to hall 
funds.

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport   £35.00

Prestwick Airport  £25.00

Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE



The world famous Lochran-
za Daffodil Tea lived up to 
its name on Saturday when 
visitors from all over the 
globe and Arran visited 
Lochranza and Sannox vil-
lage hall to enjoy a special 
cream tea.

Volunteers prepared a 
huge number of cream and 
jam scones which were ea-
gerly enjoyed by the many 
visitors who fi lled the seat-
ing area of the main hall, 
while others took advantage 
of the bargains on sale. 

Variety
From pot plants to paint-

ings, and everything in be-
tween, there was a variety of 
items to browse, along with 
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World famous cream tea 
is a real daffodil delight

Visitors take a close interest in the baking. 01a_B16da� odil02

Tables groaning with cream scones at the da� odil tea. 01a_B16da� odil01

The Stringer family with grandparents Allan and Cherry Godfrey from the Midlands 
celebrated a 40th birthday with cream scones. 01a_B16da� odil03

Colin Smeeton
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Arran community council news
Towards the end of 2016, 
community council elec-
tions were held through-
out North Ayrshire and it 
is pleasing to note Arran 
Community Council now 
has a full council once 
again.

What was apparent dur-
ing the lead-up to the 
elections was the lack of 
knowledge amongst the 
community, not only of the 
existence of the council 
but, at times, what it does.

At the fi rst meeting of the 
newly-elected council, it 
was agreed we should at-
tempt to raise our profi le 
and improve our commu-
nications both in a digital 

and non-digital format.
The community council 

has no powers as such but 
what it does have is an im-
portant voice in the links 
between the island, North 
Ayrshire Council and oth-
er organisations.

To improve that impor-
tant relationship over the 
coming months it is intend-
ed to:

� Use Facebook to en-
courage awareness and in-
volvement.

� Provide email address-
es for all community coun-
cillors.

� Encourage the commu-
nity to visit and use our 
web site www.arrancom-

munitycouncil.org.uk
� Encourage residents to 

attend meetings, possibly 
holding council meetings 
a couple of times a year in 
individual villages.

Hopefully these are steps 
in the right direction. Your 
views are more than wel-
come.

It is important to remind 
everyone the council is 
your council and your sup-
port and involvement is es-
sential for its success

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday April 25 at 6pm in 
Ormidale Pavilion, Brod-
ick.

Peter Randall

a raffl e and tombola which 
saw a constant stream of 
customers winning prizes.   

For the children who had 
eaten their fi ll, there was an 
Easter egg hunt, painting 
and various other children’s 

activities to keep them oc-
cupied and entertained.  

Money raised from the 
event goes towards the 
maintenance and upkeep of 
the village hall and commu-
nity events. 
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Thought for the week

Arran
Deliveries

We deliver 
the goods 
n�  � cus� 

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for 
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides 
Haulage operate it  and provide a great 
service.  Haulage operate it and provide 
a great service.  We can accept all size of 
deliveries into Glasgow.  Our trucks call in 
daily to collect all goods destined for Arran.  

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed next 
morning delivery on the Island. 
Let us know your requirements when you 
book in with our o�  ce, as well as our speedy 
parcel service, we o� er 2 man delivery and 
Tailift Service throughout the island.  Forklift 
at depot.

We are open to accept all your deliveries 
large and small.  A lot of companies won’t 
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your 
mainland address and let us bring it to 
your home.  We have all the national parcel 
companies and pallet networks calling in 
daily to our Parcelpoint.  If you are ordering 
from a few di� erent companies we can 

hold it until all your goods have arrived and 
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements 
for your delivery we can help.  Just let us 
know your requirements when you book in.  
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our 
speedy parcel services, we o� er a 2 man and 
tailift service throughout the Island.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB

Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ

Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Backing for 
Machrie slipway
Sir,
In response to your article 
‘Villagers united in fi ght 
to stop Machrie slipway’, 
I am writing in support of 
the proposed timber ex-
traction slipway at Machrie 
and to advise not all resi-
dents are against the pro-
posed Forestry Commis-
sion plans. 

I would like to inform 
Machrie Improvements 
Committee chairman Da-
vid Price, who noted no-
one was in favour of the 
scheme, that we are actual-
ly very much in favour of 
this scheme. 

I think the concerns over 
the use of the Machrie 
Moor road are unfounded 
as I believe only half of the 
3.2 miles of road will be 
used - a one-mile stretch at 
the top and 0.6 miles at the 
bottom. 

If the existing extraction 
site at Brodick were to be 
used instead of Machrie, 
the top one mile of the 
Moor road would still be 
used, followed by a fur-
ther nine miles (approx) 
over the String, passing the 
many pedestrians en-route 
past the museum, Brodick 
Primary School, Brodick 
seafront and the busy ferry 
terminal – all for the sake 
of avoiding using the bot-
tom 0.6 mile of Moor road. 

As regards the ‘semi-in-
dustrial environmental 
eyesore’ on Machrie shore, 
if that’s what a pile of logs 
in a fi eld can be character-
ised as, then so be it. 

I’m fairly certain the For-
estry Commission will 
have plans in place for get-
ting the timber across the 
road and loaded onto the 
barge without causing the 
anticipated chaos and may-
hem and will allay any con-
cerns about the impact this 

scheme will have on traffi c 
and the area in general. 

Our house is surrounded 
on three sides by this for-
est so we are very aware of 
what impact extraction will 
have on us, but as we were 
living here when the for-
est was planted, we were 
always aware it would be 
harvested and, personal-
ly, I have always found the 
Forestry Commission to be 
good neighbours and very 
aware of what impact their 
operations have on sur-
rounding areas. 

Jon Hollingworth
Machrie.

Who speaks 
for Arran?
Sir,
Like many others in Scot-
land we, on Arran, are 
about to go into the local 
authority pre-election hus-
tings and the underlying 
question has to be – who 
speaks for Arran and on 
what subject? The worry is 
the answer is confused. 

As someone who, in 25 
years, has been on a num-
ber of island committees 
(health, education, hous-
ing, local improvements, 
community council, for-
estry and communications 
etc.) and in my time in four 
fi re services in Scotland 
and England, and a two-
year secondment to the 
Home Offi ce, I believe I 
broadly understand organ-
isations, their responsibili-
ties, politics and local au-
thority structures. 

However, recent events 
and decisions for the way 
ahead for Arran on a range 
of topics has led to serious 
questions about the struc-
tures and who the lead 
body should be on any top-
ics and how they commu-
nicate with others to ensure 
an island view and agreea-
ble solution. 

Currently that is not 
working, despite what cer-
tain groups may think. 

In addition, Arran not be-
ing a stand alone ward has 
led to poor representation.

The present represent-
ative groups are ostensi-
bly (and not exhaustive-
ly and not in any order of 
priority) Arran Communi-
ty Council, the ferry com-
mittee, Arran Economic 
Group, the Local Plan-
ning Partnership, VisitAr-
ran, the Brodick Pier com-
mittee, later conveniently 
renamed Brodick Harbour 
committee, the Ardrossan 
Harbour Taskforce (now 
conveniently renamed to 
exclude the word harbour), 
the Elderly Forum, ACVS 
and all of the local im-
provement committees. 

That is not to exclude 
North Ayrshire Council 
and all of the political fac-
tions and CalMac, which 
regularly feel inclined to 
ignore local advice and 
consultation as it suits its 
purpose. And there are al-
ways those who advise you 
behind a cupped hand not 
to rock the boat because 
‘they are working behind 
the scenes’ to see what they 
can do, but never succeed.

We need to know who 
does lead on harbours, toi-
lets, forestry extraction. 
There are far too many 
confl icting voices, vest-
ed interests and too much 
misinformation on too 
many subjects. This needs 
to be resolved for every-
one, including visitors to 
and residents on Arran, in-
cluding rural Arran, which 
for many people is the real 
Arran.

Neil Arthur
Kilpatrick.

Not an asset
Sir, 
Margie Currie, in her let-
ter to the Banner last 

week, suggests that after 
the woodlands have been 
cleared around Machrie 
the proposed jetty will be 
an asset. 

Once the jetty is in use it 
will be used in perpetuity 
and, anyway, it could only 
ever be an asset to those 
with a landing craft.

She also makes the cross-
ing of ‘a few metres of the 
C147’ seem innocuous, 
but it is far from that. This 
will involve 300 transport-
er trips across a public road 
in a 10-hour period, so that 
is once every two minutes 
and is inherently disruptive 
and dangerous.

By contrast timber lorries 
going through Brodick, 
whilst not desirable, are 
not inherently dangerous.

At our fi rst meeting with 
the Forestry Commission 
we were told more envi-
ronmentally sensitive lor-
ries would be used on the 
Moor road which would 
cause minimum damage so 
that should hold with tim-
ber movements over the 
String.

The development is also 
described as being ‘indus-
trial lite’, but it could only 
ever be that in the correct 
location. Tranquil Machrie 
Bay is most defi nitely not 
that.

Iain Mackenzie
Machrie.

Helpful driver
Sir,
Please may I say thank you 
so much to bus driver Gar-
ry Tulloch for being so 
helpful when I felt unwell 
on the 323 bus to Brodick 
last week. 

It was very busy but Mr 
Tulloch let me get off the 
bus to get some air whilst 
he went to the hospital stop 
and picked me up on his re-
turn. In the event, my mum 
and sister and I decided to 

get off at the next stop and 
wait for a while so I could 
recover, but the kindness 
of Mr Tulloch and all of the 
very patient and thoughtful 
passengers on the bus was 
so much appreciated.

A special thank you also 
to the lady who gave me 
her seat when I returned to 
the bus as it was so much 
appreciated. 

Helena Constantinides
Ely.

Not optimistic
Sir,
I think most Arran folk will 
be pleased that the main-
land terminal remains at 
Ardrossan for many rea-
sons, but this does not take 
away from the fact dis-
ruption of winter sailings 
to Ardrossan has been the 
bane of Arran people’s 
lives for years. 

We must put pressure on 
our politicians to ensure 
the new ferry has good ac-
cess to Ardrossan harbour 
in adverse weather. 

This will require Peel 
Ports to spend a consid-
erable amount of money 
to protect the harbour en-
trance. 

Given the history since 
privatisation and the weak-
ness of political pressure 
by the SNP, I am not opti-
mistic.

John Cruickshank
Whiting Bay.

Toilet strategy
Sir,
Two weeks ago I was quot-
ed in the Banner as be-
ing critical of our local 
councillors for not taking 
a proactive role in North 
Ayrshire’s toilet closure 
programme. 

Last week, Councillor 
Bruce replied in a letter 
to the Banner in which he 
Continued on page 9

‘There is nothing in a 
creation that can sepa-
rate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.’ 

(Romans 8: 39)

Arran proves
more popular
than ever
Easter has provided many 
on Arran with visiting fam-
ily and opportunities to en-
joy the host of activities, 
but businesses, too, have 
reaped the rewards of an 
increased in tourism. 

Businesses have enjoyed 
a bumper Easter which is 
not only busier than it has 
ever been, but has also 
lasted longer. 

Many readers will re-
member when visitors 
were seldom seen before 
Easter and after October, 
but, these days, Arran is 
becoming an all year round 
destination. 

Surviving and thriving as 
an island in which 85 per 
cent of businesses are in-
volved in tourism is a ne-
cessity that allows us all to 
be able to enjoy the many 
splendours that Arran has 
to offer, so a busier Easter 
season is reassuring.  

It is diffi cult to identify 
the reasons for the surge 
in tourism. RET fares, of 
course, play a part but so 
does the effort to promote  
the island by VisitArran, 
Taste of Arran, CalMac 
and other organisations. 
Whatever the reasons, one 
thing is certain, Arran re-
mains a favoured holiday 
destination that exponen-
tially continues to increase 
in popularity each year, 
reaching ever nearer to the 
goal of becoming a world 
class island by 2020.
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Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and addresses MUST be supplied to 
indicate good faith, although these details can be withheld 
from publication. Telephone numbers, if available, should 
also be included. Anonymous letters will not be considered. 
Please write to: Letters, The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 302021. Email editor@
arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

Send your letters, news 
and photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.
co.uk

krisp print

Main Street/Longrow South, 
Campbeltown PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554975
www.krispprint.co.uk
email: staff@krispprint.co.uk

Main Street/Longrow South, 

Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Furniture ranges available for home delivery 

including Habitat and Schreiber made to measure 

furniture. Full planning, design and installation 

service throughout Argyll, Lochaber & the Islands for 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms. 

No other major or minor supplier comes close to the 

design and installation service we offer. Combine 

this with our guarantees & fi nancial services and 

there is no reason to look elsewhere. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.

We will price

match and better by

10% 

any comparable written 

quotation on any of

our showroom 

ranges. 

Homebase leaflet.indd   1
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Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family � rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream � oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge as soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reduce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and arti� cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) � avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer than 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from strong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the milk within three days or the 

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the south 

of the island. 

Arran Dairies A4 leaflet.indd   1
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Campbeltown Road, Tarbert PA29 6SXTel: 01880 821 554

stay@stonefi eldfarmholidays.co.ukwww.stonefi eldfarmholidays.co.uk

Coffee Shop
Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local meats along with fresh fi sh.
Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Farm Shop
Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.
Wigwams
Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Rural Skills
Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information
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Come to 
our offi ce 

for  colour 
leafl ets, 

promotional 
material,  

design and 
digital print 

services

For all your printing needs

told me off and said that 
there was no point in 
trying to get any of the 
closed toilets opened up 
because the budget for 
2017 has been set. 

It is interesting to see that 
the SNP has no plans to 
sort out the distress that the 
closures are causing.

My original comments 
were that North Ayrshire 
did not have a coherent 
strategy for the public toilet 
issue. The SNP’s original 
decision to close the coun-
cil-run toilets was seen as a 
soft option to save money, 
and there was no joined up 
strategic approach to ad-
dress the issues the deci-
sion would cause. 

What we now have is a 
piecemeal approach to toi-
let provision that after two 
weeks of the council toi-
lets being closed is already 
showing signs of collapse. 

In Lamlash two busi-
nesses have withdrawn 
from the village open-toi-
let scheme, and I have re-
ceived a letter from one of 
the community-run toilets 

telling me about the prob-
lems they are experiencing.

The mix of communi-
ty-run facilities we have on 
Arran is a good model, but 
there are signifi cant gaps 
in provision (such as in 
Lochranza), and the long-
term success of the strat-
egy will require ongoing 
co-ordination and support, 
including money, to the 
communities and business-
es providing facilities. 

Timothy Billings,
Conservative and 

Unionist Candidate for 
Ardrossan and Arran.

Heading down 
the drain
Sir,
Arran’s public assets are be-

ing sold down the drain. The 
public toilets in Lamlash are 
due to be sold off on Tues-
day April 25 before the elec-
tions and before we have a 
chance to get the council to 
change its mind. 

I am not sure about the 
other for-sale dates. Please 
write to the council and ask 
them to keep them and re-
open the public toilets. 

There is a map on the kids 
playpark showing all the 
Lamlash toilets available for 
use including the public one. 

Now most of the are either 
shut or the businesses have 
changed their minds as there 
are too many people using 
them. 

Imagine looking for one 
when you are in a hurry! 

Zabdi Keen,
Brodick.

Can anyone 
help to find 
lost friend?
Sir,
My father is trying to get 
in touch with a friend who 
completed National Ser-
vice with him in 1959-
1960 in the Pay Corps in 
Singapore. 

His name is Hamish Reid 
and was from Lamlash on 
the Isle of Arran. 

He hasn’t heard from him 
since 1960. 

My father’s name is Vin-
cent Roberts and he is from 
a village in North Wales 
called Bethesda, although 
he now lives in Newport. 

I wonder if any of your 
readers could help him fi nd 
his lost friend?

Dave Roberts,
Caerphilly.

Continued from page 8

The Arran Banner regular-
ly receives pictures of its 
readers enjoying their hol-
idays in far-fl ung and exot-
ic locations as well as those 
closer to home. 

When space allows, we 
like to print these pictures 
of people who have re-
membered to take their fa-
vourite paper with them. 

This week, we have 
Graeme and Lynda David-
son  who visited the Ang-
kor Wat Siem Reap Cam-
bodian temples with Aileen 
Brown and Bob Mclaren. 

And then, not too far 
away, relatively speak-
ing, but still on the other 
side of the world, is Rachel 
Phillips of Sannox enjoy-
ing a quick tea break while 
mustering cattle in Gingin, 
Western Australia. 

The Arran Banner on holiday

Rachel Phillips of Sannox enjoys a quick tea break while 
mustering cattle in Gingin, Western Australia.

Graeme and 
Lynda Davidson  
visited the 
Angkor Wat 
Siem Reap 
Cambodian 
temples with 
friends Aileen 
Brown and Bob 
Mclaren. 
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Richard’s long service in 
Montrose House kitchen

Arran High School cost 
North Ayrshire Council 
more £2.3 million last year 
in payback charges.

Arran is one of four 
schools in the area built 
under controversial PPP 
agreements, the others be-
ing Greenwood Academy, 
St Matthews Academy and 
Stanley Primary.

Together they cost the 
council £12,492,144 with 
the Arran share £2,330,440.

The fi gures came from 
a Freedom of Informa-

A man who has been pre-
paring and cooking the 
meals for the residents 
of Montrose House for 
25 years has received a 
long-service certifi cate.

Richard Burns has been 
working in the kitchen of 
the Brodick care home 
since 1992, starting off as 

assistant cook, then cater-
ing manager and is now ca-
tering assistant.

Awarded
Richard, who is married 

and lives in Brodick, was 
awarded this certifi cate by 
North Ayrshire Council  at 
a lunch in Saltcoats last 
month.

tion Request (FOI) submit-
ted by GMB Scotland. Un-
der PPP agreements set up 
by the council, fi rms front 
up the cash for investment 
projects such as schools, 
but are then paid back 
amounts from the public 
purse over decades-long 
contracts.

 They are popular because 
the initial outlay stays off 
the council’s balance sheet 
– but the taxpayer often 
pays up to 10 times the cost 
of the project. 

Both South Ayrshire and 
East Ayrshire have simi-
lar deals costing Ayrshire 
councils a total of £32 mil-
lion for 12 schools.

PPP payments
Paul Arkison of GMB 

Scotland, said: ‘This is a 
completely absurd amount 
of money for small local 
authorities to be paying in 
PPP payments. 

‘Many GMB members 
in Ayrshire have seen their 
hours of work cut and are 
worried about their fu-

tures, yet this sickening 
amount of money gets paid 
to greedy private compa-
nies who have no interest 
or care for the good people 
of Ayrshire.

‘Many of our members 
who work in these schools 
are employed by private 
companies and are denied 
the Scottish living wage 
by profi t-making penny-
pinching.

‘It is high time Ayrshire 
councils ordered a review 
of these contracts.’

£2.3m payback 
charges are ‘an
absurd amount’ 

argyllcollege.ac.uk
01770 600 152

KA Campus Lamlash

Apply online now for a wide 
range of full and part-time 

courses starting September.
horticulture . business . childcare 

 social science . hospitality 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
intermediate and advanced courses start in May

Argyll College UHI is 
preparing to kick off 
a new academic year 
with the most excit-
ing and wide-ranging 
curriculum it has ever 
offered.

And the 2017/18 
prospectus isn’t the 
only good news for 
existing and future 
students.   Official 
statistics show that 
more Argyll College 
UHI students than 
ever before are suc-
cessfully completing 
their courses.

The news was wel-
comed by its Prin-
cipal, Fraser Durie, 
who stressed that 
achieving at college 
was often a spring-
board to further ed-
ucation and employ-
ment opportunities.

Statistics released 
by the Scottish Fund-
ing Council show the 
proportion of Fur-
ther Education (FE) 
students completing 
their full-time cours-

es at Argyll College 
UHI in 2015/16 has 
increased by a huge 
13.7% over the last 
three years.

The overall total of 
74.9% is now nearly 
7% above the nation-
al average, putting 
the college ahead of 
the pack in terms of 
successfully support-
ing its FE students 
through to the end of 
their chosen courses.

The statistics also 
show a 19.6% leap 
over the last year 
alone in the corre-
sponding figure for 
part-time Argyll Col-
lege UHI students 
(on courses taking 
up more than 320 
hours), which is now 
80.6%.   This is 6% 
above the national av-
erage.

At the same time, 
the College has 
achieved its target of 
ensuring that 100% 
of its full time teach-
ing staff hold teach-

ing qualifications.
“We’re very pleased 

with the progress 
we’ve made over the 
last few years – par-
ticularly as regards 
the FE course com-
pletion rates,” Princi-
pal Fraser Durie said. 

“We believe a sig-
nificant factor in this 
success is our net-
work of local learning 
centres, which enable 
students to study and 
achieve, with appro-
priate support, with-
in their own commu-
nities.

“Successfully com-
pleting one of our 
FE courses is often 
not an end in itself 
but a means to pro-
gressing on to oth-
er courses or employ-
ment opportunities.  
We’re delighted such 
a high proportion of 
our students are put-
ting themselves in the 
position of being able 
to move onwards and 
upwards.

“Our sta�  work ex-
tremely hard to help 
all our students reach 
their full potential, so 
it’s very rewarding for 
them when our per-
formance is shown to 
measure up so posi-
tively against the na-
tional average.  We’ll 
continue to work hard 
to further improve in 
the future.”

Anyone interested 
in finding out more 
about Argyll College 
UHI and the cours-
es it offers should go 
to www.argyllcol-
lege.ac.uk , email us 
at info@argyllcollege.
ac.uk, pick up a pro-
spectus from one of 
our centres or ring us 
on 0345 2309969.

Argyll College UHI 
is one of 13 academic 
partners of the Uni-
versity of the High-
lands and Islands, 
and is the main pro-
vider of further and 
higher education in 
Argyll and Bute.

Argyll College UHI rises above 
national performance average



ARRAN BANNER    |   Saturday 22 April, 2017     www.arranbanner.co.uk LEISURE  11

Arran Leisure
sponsored by Isle of Arran Brewery  
www.arranbrewery.com

Rain couldn’t dampen the spirits of the 
hundreds of visitors who � ocked to  Brod-
ick Castle for Easter fun.

Parents and determined children braved 
the weather to hunt for Easter eggs and 
to take part in fun events throughout the 
day. 

The Easter event, now in its tenth year, is 
held in partnership with chocolate man-
ufacturer Cadbury which provides prizes 
for the egg hunt which sees children 
searching the expansive castle grounds 
for clues which, once solved, earned 
them a chocolate egg. 

Prizes were also awarded in the family 
fun games which involved the children in 
three-legged, sack and four-legged races. 
Parents also took part in wacky races.

Under marquees which housed a 
home baking stall, children’s 
tombola and vari-
ous children’s 
games, was 

the ever popular egg decorating com-
petition which had children getting their 
hands full of paint, glue and glitter as 
they competed to decorate the winning 
egg. 

Rounding up an enjoyable and exciting 
day was the Easter bonnet competition 
which featured a detailed array of extrav-
agantly decorated creations which were 
the highlight of the Easter parade. 

The � nal event of the day was the duck 
derby when balls were cascaded down 
the stairs of the castle with the ball 
reaching the furthest distance taking a 
prize. 

After the winners were announced, 
the crowd moved into the gift shop 
and tea room where they warmed up 

with a tasty bite to eat while 
children continued with 

the chocolate theme 
and enjoyed a hot 

chocolate drink.    

Participants in the four-legged race prepare to set o� .  01a_B16easter14

 Isla and her younger sister Tia McKinnon tuck into their chocolate treats 
after � nishing the egg hunt. 01a_B16easter08

Mum Stephanie, dad Paul and Ava and Lucy Church get into the Easter spirit 
with the girls sporting bunny ears. 01a_B16easter10

Jack Popplewell who won the best Easter bonnet in the over seven years 
category leads the pack during the Easter bonnet parade. 01a_B16easter16

Chocolate galore as families 
enjoy Easter fun at the castleenjoy Easter fun at the castleenjoy Easter fun at the castle
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Rain can’t dampen spirit of Easter fun at Brodick Castle
Clockwise from right: twins 
Christina and Annabelle 
Cleaver of Leamington 
Spa prepare to set o�  in 
search of clues. 01a_B16easter03; 
young Jenson Roberts and 
his dad Donald have an 
enjoyable time using the 
map to search for clues. 
01a_B16easter04; Iris Pettigrew 
and mum Karen celebrate 
winning the best Easter 
bonnet in the under seven 
category. 01a_B16easter15; Erin 
and Charley Lappin of 
Eaglesham searched the 
castle grounds in search 
of clues along with mum 
Christine and dad Brian. 01a_

B16easter01; Morgan and Remy 
Simpson from Bedfordshire 
enjoy the home baking 
which was on sale. 01a_B16east-

er06; The McColl family 
from Renfrewshire enjoyed 
their chocolate treats after 
completing the egg hunt. 
01a_B16easter02; mum super-
vises two budding artists 
decorating eggs in the egg 
decorating competition. 
01a_B16easter09 

Na h-Arainnich 
(Arran Gaelic Club) present

CEILIDH
Dancing to live music and performances
A’mealadh dualchas Gaidhlig ar n-Eilein

Saturday 22nd April 7.30pm. Brodick Hall

Adults £5, Children/Concession £3, Family £12
Tickets on door. BYOB

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650
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WEST COAST FESTIVAL SCENE: Rich in culture and 
steeped in history, the stunning scenery of Scotland’s west 

coast creates the perfect backdrop for a whole host of 
events, festivals and concerts 

Inside
FESTIVAL FOCUS

DIARY OF EVENTS • BANDS 
ACCOMMODATION • CAMPING TIPS

YOUR GUIDE TO THIS YEAR’S FESTIVALS AND EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE WEST COAST
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Festival Fáilte!
We are delighted to produce our 2017 guide to the 
many festi vals that fi ll the islands, lochs and glens of the 
West Highlands and islands with the sound of music and 
laughter. 

The rise of the festi val scene in these parts is a remark-
able success story. Islands such as Mull, Islay, Colonsay, 
South Uist and Tiree and mainland venues like Oban, 
Tarbert, Lochgilphead and Kintyre now play host to 
thousands of visitors each year. From humble beginnings 
and a huge amount of hard work by the organisers, 
these festi vals have gained a glowing reputati on that 
reaches far beyond the borders of Scotland. People 
from both far and near fl ock to these stunning locati ons 
to savour the best that Scotti  sh music, food, drink and 
culture has to off er while at the same ti me experiencing 
the vibrant, informal and friendly atmosphere of a true 
West Highland gathering, be it in a bar, beach, public 
hall or playing fi eld. 

Our guide also has a practi cal purpose as it highlights 
the essenti al services festi val-goers need to make their 
visit truly memorable. From ti ps on getti  ng the most out 
of your festi val experience to the things you need to 
remember for camping along with some great places to 
eat and drink in the areas in which you are visiti ng. This 
publicati on will prove invaluable so remember to pull it 
out and keep it somewhere handy to refer back to. 

We hope this supplement will whet your appeti te for an 
authenti c slice of Highland and island culture and will 
help make your stay as much fun as we had in producing 
it. 

Nicky Murphy, 
Sales Director, 
The Oban Times.

A Wyvex Media publication
Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk 

It’s festival time
West Coast festival season 
showcases area’s vibrant culture
THE WEST Coast is bursti ng with exciti ng 

culture. From music to dance, from literature 
to food and drink, a thriving festi val season 
showcases the ‘best of the west.’ And if 2016 

is anything to go by, 2017 looks to be the best year 
ever for the festi val scene. 

Billed as ‘the best free festi val in the world’, the Mull 
Music Festi val April 20-24 sees four days and nights 
chock full of music in the pubs and hotels of Tober-
mory. Dubbed a ‘literary lock-in’, the Colonsay Book 
Festi val, April 29-30 welcomes renowned authors, 
poets and book lovers for workshops and readings, 
while the Colonsay Spring Festi val looks forward to 
its fi ft h year with over 60 events celebrati ng all things 
Spring, May 1-21. 

Campbeltown hosts two outstanding festi vals this 
season. With a well-earned reputati on as ‘the friend-
liest festi val in Argyll’, the Kintyre Songwriters Festi val 
April 28-30 is a delightf ul showcase of up-and-coming 
songwriti ng talent. May 26 - June 3, the Islay Festi val 
of Music and Malt, or Feis Ile, features a diverse 
programme of music, dance, Gaelic language and the 
quintessenti al Scotti  sh pasti mes of golf, bowling and 
whisky tasti ng. 

Tarbert is ground zero for festi vals all season long, with 
the Scotti  sh Series in May, the Seafood and Boat Festi -
vals in July, and fi lm and music festi vals in the autumn. 

The Highlands and Islands Music and Dance Festi val 
held April 28- May 1, is one of Oban’s biggest annual 
events, drawing top talent from all over the world.

Future festi val headliners are born at Ceòlas, a sum-
mer school for Gaelic music, song and dance on South 
Uist held in July.

The much-anti cipated Oban Live 2017 will feature 
Skerryvore, Skippinish, Admiral Fallow and nati onal 
headliners Hue and Cry and Toploader. 

Mendelssohn on Mull Festi val, July 2-7, is a celebrati on 
of classical music at various venues around Mull and 
Iona. The Tiree Music Festi val July 14-16 off ers vibrant 
island culture and fabulous live music.

The Mid Argyll Music and Arts, or MAMA Fest, held 
in September, is one of the most popular live music 
events of the season. 

Festi vals in Scotland are amazing - if it doesn’t rain. 
But even if it does rain, the fun doesn’t stop. So make 
sure to pack a mac and wellies, as well as a change of 
clothes. And speaking of clothes, always take a warm 
jumper even if the weather seems warm - you never 
know when a cool breeze or cloud may appear, plus at 
night the temperatures drop. Don’t let clouds fool you 
into thinking you don’t need sunscreen- rays bounce 
off  clouds and water. A straw hat and sunglasses, along 
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WHAT WHERE WHEN

Mull Music Festival Tobermory, Isle of Mull 20 - 24 April
Colonsay Book Festival Isle of Colonsay 29 - 30 April
Colonsay Spring Festival Isle of Colonsay 1 May - 21 May
Highlands & Islands
Music & Dance Festival Oban 28 April - 1 May
Loch Fyne Food Fair Loch Fyne Oysters, Cairndow 13 - 14 May
Islay Festival of Music & Malt Isle of Islay 26 May - 3 June
Oban Festival of the Sea Oban 26 - 29 May
Oban Live Oban 2 - 3 June
Skye Accordion & Fiddle Festival Portree, Isle of Skye 25 - 27 May
Mhor Festival  Perthshire   26 - 28 May
Kintyre Songwriters Festival Campbeltown 28 - 30 April
FyneFest Glen Fyne, Inveraray 2 - 4 June
Spirit of Skye Festival    Portree     16 - 17 June
Tee in the Port Isle of Bute  20 May
Mendelssohn on Mull Isle of Mull 2 July - 7 July
Iona Music Festival Isle of Iona 30 June - 1 July
Tarbert Seafood Festival Tarbert 1 - 2 July
Cantilena Festival Isle of Islay 9 - 14 July
Arran Malt & Music Festival Isle of Arran Distillery in Lochranza 30 June - 1 July
Tiree Feis Isle of Tiree 3 - 7 July
Ceolas South Uist - various concerts 2 - 7 July
Heb Celt Stornoway, Lewis 19 - 22 July
Tarbert Traditional Boat Festival Tarbert 14 - 16 July
Howlin’ Fling Isle of Eigg 28 - 29 July
Lomond Folk Festival Balloch 28 - 30 July
Bute Fest Isle of Bute 28 - 30 July
Tiree Music Festival Isle of Tiree 14 - 16 July
Tarbert Fair Tarbert 26 - 29 July
Belladrum Beauly, Inverness 3 - 5 August
MOKfest Campbeltown 16 - 20 August
Loch Lomond Food and Drink Festival Loch Lomond 2 - 3 September
BLAS festival Various locations 1- 9 September 
MAMAfest Lochgilphead 1 - 3 Sept
Lagavulin Jazz Festival Isle of Islay 15 - 17 Sept
Mull Mod Isle of Mull 8 - 9 Sept
Best Of The West Festival Inveraray 8 - 10 Sept
Ceòl Cholasa Isle of Colonsay September
Tarbert Music Festival Tarbert 15 - 17 Sept
Jura Music Festival Isle of Jura 22 - 24 Sept
Loopallu Ullapool 29 - 30 Sept 
CowalFest Cowal 6 - 15 October
Ullapool Guitar Festival Ullapool 6 - 8 October
Islay Book Festival Isle of Islay 29 Sept - 1 Oct
Callander Jazz & Blues Festival Callander 29 Sept - 1 Oct
Feis na Mara Mallaig 7 - 9 October
Royal National Mod Lochaber 13 - 21 October
Tarbert Book Festival Tarbert 27 - 29 October
Oban Winter Festival Oban 17 - 26 November
Hogmanay in Oban Oban 31 December

Programme of Events 2017

Wyvex Media believes this informati on to be correct at ti me of going to press but would recommend checking with individual 
festi vals for lastest details.

It’s festival time
West Coast festival season 
showcases area’s vibrant culture

with maximum SPF, can prevent a miserable burn. Make 
sure your camera and phone are charged up, as you 
won’t want to miss a single shot of all the great music, 
fabulous food and cute kid moments. Tents can be a 
great way to protect yourself from the elements and 
provide a quiet place for a rest. But keep in mind you will 
have to carry all your gear from the car, so don’t over-
load. Fun items such as glow sti cks, bubbles and glitt er 
are a great way to jazz up your experience and keep the 
kids entertained. One of the best parts of any festi val is 
the food, but stock up with your own water and snacks 
to help get you through the day. Also, it never hurts to 
carry a bit of toilet roll in case the portable loos run out. 
And last but certainly not least, don’t forget the ti ckets! 
There is nothing worse than arriving at a festi val just 
to remember you left  them on the kitchen table. Some 
festi vals have print-your-own ti ckets, so make sure you 
do this at home in plenty of ti me.

There is a plethora of small and large festi vals on the 
West Coast leave visitors and locals alike spoiled for 
choice. Friendly shops and service providers in the area 
welcome guests and provide everything needed for a 
relaxing festi val experience. There is much on off er, so 
pack a rucksack and get ready to make festi val memories 
that will last a lifeti me! 
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BEERS from the 
UK’s most criti-
cally-acclaimed 

breweries will be 
available in Argyll 
this summer at Fyne 
Ales’ annual FyneFest 
event.

The June festival, which 
attracts over 2,000 visitors 
to Glen Fyne, will feature 
breweries including 
Beavertown, Magic 
Rock, Siren, Buxton, and 
Manchester’s Cloudwater 
Brewing Co, recently 
named the fifth best 
brewery in the world by 
respected beer scoring 
website, Ratebeer.

Representing Scotland 
alongside the festival 
organisers, established 
names including Fierce 
Beer and Edinburgh’s 
Pilot brewery will be on 
offer; while fellow Scots 
breweries Out of Town, 
Up Front and Campervan 
will be featured alongside 
other new breweries 
including Cornwall’s 
Verdant and Cheltenham’s 
Deya Brewing Co. In 
total, over 160 beers 
from over 35 breweries 
from the UK and Europe 
will be available at the 
2017 festival taking place 
from 2-4 June, with more 
announcements due in 
the coming weeks.

The breweries 
announcement is part of 
an exciting wave of news 
about FyneFest 2017, 
including a range of new 
beer-centric initiatives 
within the festival.

“While we’re proud of 
the fact that FyneFest 

brings together elements 
of music festivals and 
food festivals, beer is the 
star of the show for the 
majority of festival-goers,” 
explained Fyne Ales 
Managing Director, Jamie 
Delap. “Developing on the 
success of the Brewers’ 
Bar introduced last 
year, we’re putting even 
more focus on beer for 
2017. We’re delighted to 
announce our first batch 
of brewery partners, and 
to introduce three new 
beer concepts for this 
year’s festival: Brewers 
Panels, timed special-
release tappings and an 
on-site micro-brew.”

The Brewers Panels will 
see representatives from 
some of the UK’s leading 
breweries come together 
to discuss beers of specific 
styles, while in the Main 
Bar, a tap will be reserved 
for rare and exclusive keg 
beers that will be tapped 
at specific intervals. 
Edinburgh’s Campervan 
Brewing will use its mobile 
pilot brew kit to brew an 
exclusive collaboration 
beer in the festival field 
during the weekend. 

Alongside the wide 
selection of beer on offer, 
the festival will serve 
ciders, wines, spirits, 
and cocktails on site to 
compliment the eleven 
local and award-winning 
food vendors confirmed 
to attend, including 
long-time Fyne Ales 
collaborator, Loch Fyne 
Oysters. The festivals 
music line-up, known for 
its diversity of styles, has 
been confirmed with local 
act Dr Hip & The Blues 
Operation headlining 

alongside award-winning 
ska band Bombskare.

Many of festival-goers 
favourite features will 
return, with Fyne Ales 
promising an improved 
Walkers Bar for those 
who decide to venture up 
the glen, and the return 
of Scotland’s biggest pub 
quiz on the Saturday 
afternoon in the Brewery 
Courtyard. The family-
friendly event, which also 
welcomes dogs, has a full 
programme of children’s 
entertainment planned to 
keep little ones amused 
over the three-day event.

Further details of FyneFest 
2017, including ticket 
information can be found 
on the FyneFest website. 
Additional festival 
announcements are 
expected soon – festival-
goers are encouraged to 
keep an eye on Fyne Ales 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram for the latest 
news.

BREWERIES ANNOUNCED

•	 Beavertown Brewery

•	 Buxton Brewery

•	 Campervan Brewery

•	 Cloudwater Brewing Co

•	 Deya Brewing Co

•	 Fierce Beer

•	 Fyne Ales

•	 Hawkshead Brewery

•	 Magic Rock Brewing

•	 Out of Town Brewing

•	 Pilot

•	 Siren Brewing Co

•	 Thornbridge

•	 Up Front Brewing Co

•	 Verdant Brewing Co

•	  Wild Beer Co

fynefest.com

UK brewing heavyweights amongst 
first breweries announced for 
FyneFest 2017.
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Award-winning traditional music & dance summer school situated in the Gaelic 
heartland of South Uist in the first week of July. 2017 tutors: Allan Henderson (Beginner 
Fiddle); Shelly Campbell – Cape Breton, (Advanced Fiddle); Kenneth MacKenzie – 
Cape Breton, (Intermediate Fiddle); Eilidh Shaw (Youth Fiddle); Alec Valtos (Gàidhlig); 
Catrìona MacIntyre (Gàidhlig); Catrìona Black (Gàidhlig); Ingrid Henderson (Clàrsach); 
Griogair Labhruidh (Ceòl Mòr/Òrain Phìobaireachd); Fin Moore (Piping for Dance); 
Ashley MacDonald (Youth Piping); Mary Jane Lamond – Cape Breton (Song); Rachel 
Walker (Song); Christine Primrose (Song); Sophie Stephenson (Beginner Step-
Dance); Frank McConnell (Intermediate Step Dance); Mats Melin (Advanced Step 
Dance); Seonaidh MacIntyre (Playing for Dancing); Sarah Hoy (Playing for Dancing); 
Kilphedar Sound (Playing for Dancing); Jamie MacDonald (Playing for Dancing). 
See www.ceolas.co.uk for more information.

Ceolas School of Music and Dance Best Of The 
West Festival
8-10 September 2017 
INVERARAY CASTLE

The Best of the West 
Festi val of music, art, craft s, 
food and drink is an ‘end 
of season’ showcase held 
in the grounds of the magnifi cent Inveraray Castle from 8-10th 
September 2017. A celebrati on of music that shines a light on 
Argyll as a prominent and world-class dining, drinking and travel 
desti nati on, this year sees Best of the West expand its off ering with 
the introducti on of a Friday night programme.

Music headliners include: Skipinnish and Heron Valley (Friday 8th 
September); Skerryvore, Blazin’ Fiddles and Hunter and the Bear 
(Saturday 9th September) and Eddi Reader, Tide Lines and Dr Hip 
& the Blues Operati on (Sunday 10th September) with many more 
bands set to play throughout the weekend. 

Masterchef: The Professionals 2016 winner Gary Maclean is all 
set to cook up a storm at The Best of the West Festi val Kitchen on 
Sunday 10th September 2017. Gary joins a star-studded line-up 
of celebrity chefs already booked for The Best of the West Festi val 
Kitchen, including: Graeme Cheevers, head chef of Restaurant 
Marti n Wishart, Cameron House Hotel, Loch Lomond and Paul 
Leonard, head chef at The Isle of Eriska Hotel Restaurant, both 
Michelin star restaurants.

www.bowfest.co.uk   facebook.com/bowfesti val @bowfesti nfo
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A week of 
chamber 
music in 
venues across 
the island
9-14 July 2017
Sunday 9 July Columba Centre
Monday 10 July Laphroaig Distillery
Tuesday 11 July Lagavulin Distillery
Wednesday 12 July Columba Centre
Thursday 13 July Ardbeg Distillery
Friday 14 July Bruichladdich Hall

Visit CANTILENAFESTIVAL.CO.UK 
for more information and details of our pre-Festival 

recital in Portnahaven

All concerts start at 7.30pm Tickets £12 
(Senior £10, £5 with Student Card, free for schoolchildren 

) Season £60 (Senior £50) available at the Celtic House, 
Bowmore from 1 June and at the door on the night. 

Advance orders from admin@cantilenafestival.co.uk
Cantilena Festival on Islay Ltd is a Scottish Registered Charity No SCO33071

The ‘Isle of Jura Music Festi val‘ Organising 
Committ ee is a charitable, unincorporated 
associati on. Our purpose, as recorded in our 
consti tuti on, is to organize and run a Music 
Festi val on the Isle of Jura, provide opportuniti es 
for young people to learn/improve their music 
based skill and help them refi ne and develop 
those skills in the future. By bringing in top 
class musicians every year to perform and run 
workshops, the instructi on and inspirati on they 
provide is invaluable.  One of these musicians 
is Archie Mcallister the fantasti c fi ddle player. 
Through our youth educati on programme we 
have been able to help through a small annual 
grant, a number of young people to fulfi ll their 
potenti al and follow their chosen path including 
music tuiti on in Small Isles Primary School.

The island has a wealth of musical talent. As well 
as Pete Smoke and the Roaches, one of the best 
cover bands on the West Coast, there’s RSAMD 
graduate and fi ddle player Simon Moran from 
Deoch n Dorus; his singer/songwriter brother 

Danny Moran, a top traditi onal musician now 
based in Dublin; their local partner in ‘crime’  
from ‘Cum-A Dol’  the excellent accordian player 
Graham Rozga, the talented local pipers and 
one of the stalwarts of West Coast style, David 
MacDonald is an established box player and 
released two albums with the Jura Ceilidh Band.

One of the many highlights over the years has 
been when we have been repeatedly nominated 
in the fi rst Scotti  sh Traditi onal Music Awards 
held in Queens Hall Edinburgh in the Best Music 
Festi val category. Celti c Connecti ons won it, but 
we were up in the top three with them…small 
things from litt le acorns grow!

Sponsored by the Isle of Jura Disti llery on the 
Sunday early evening is a stand up concert in the 
Jura Disti llery Cooperage.  It is incredibly popular 
and has featured bands including Skippinish and 
Wolfstone and Skerryvore.  More informati on 
on this is available on the website. www.
juramusicfesti val.com

Cantilena Festival 
on Islay
Canti lena is a week-long festi val of classical 
chamber music on the beauti ful and romanti c 
island of Islay. Along with fi ve professional 
players Canti lena selects gift ed students from 
the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland to perform 
and learn alongside musicians who have all 
worked with Britain’s major orchestras. This is 
a rare and highly sought-aft er event for these 
young professionals and Canti lena is the only 
opportunity for Islay residents and visitors to 
hear music which ranges from Italian Renais-
sance to the present day. The festi val has 
been taking place for over twelve years now 
and att racts audiences from as far afi eld as 
Italy and Germany thanks to the inti mate and 
informal atmosphere of the concerts which 
take place in the Columba Centre in Bowmore 
and a number of Islay’s famous malt whisky 

disti lleries. 
This year’s festi val is from Sunday 9th to 
Friday 14th July and also features guest 
arti st Swedish conductor and violinist, Tobias 
Ringborg, whose previous visits to Scotland 
have been to conduct acclaimed performances 
with Scotti  sh Opera. Concerts this year include 
music by Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, 
Mendelssohn and Strauss. For a more detailed 
programme and ti cket informati on visit 
canti lenafesti val.co.uk. The 2017 Canti lena 
Festi val on Islay will be from 9 - 14 July.

Isle of Jura Music Festival
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Founded by renowned violinist Leonard 
Friedman in 1988, the Mendelssohn on 
Mull Festival July 2- 7, has become one 
of Scotland's most brilliant island musical 
events. Featuring concerts at various 
venues around Mull, Iona, Oban as well 
as further afield in Scotland and England, 
the festival is a chance for promising 
young professionals develop their skills 
in the field along with professional 
mentors. Artists on this year's bill include 
Leonardo Giovine, Antonia Kesel, Tom 
Congdon, Fiona Robertson, Christine 
Anderson, Andre Gaio Pereira, Feargus 
Egan and Josh Salter.

The repertoire will focus on 
Mendelssohn's Octet, in a new edition 
by Richard Jeffcoat, who presents it 
in its original form, as written by the 

16-year-old composer. Other offerings 
include quartets by Haydn, Dvorak 
and Shostakovich and a Mozart piano 
concerto. The concerts are free, and will 
be held in stunning, intimate venues, 
such as Iona Abbey, St John's Cathedral, 
Duart Castle and Creich Church. 

With a mission of 'Nurturing a deeper 
understanding of the art of chamber 
music for performer and audience alike,' 
Mendelssohn on Mull is not to be missed 
by classical music lovers and budding 
musicians. 

The festival is sponsored by Sound 
Waves, a charity dedicated to the 
advancement of arts, heritage and 
culture in Scotland. 
For more information and events listing, 
visit soundwavesscio.org.uk.

Mendelssohn 
on Mull Festival

The resort town of Oban, home to 
one of Scotland's most venerated 
disti lleries, is to be the locati on for 
a new whisky festi val celebrati ng 
the water of life.

The West Coast Whisky Fèis will 
take place in July of this year, and is 
the brainchild of Oban Whisky and 
Fine Wines, a local retailer of the 
spirit.

Euan Finlayson, proprietor of 
Oban Whisky and Fine Wines, 
said, 'We wanted to create 
an event that shows off  the 
incredible whiskies that the 
west coast has to off er. The 
aim is to off er a range of 
whiskies and masterclasses 
that can appeal to 
newcomers and afi cionados 
alike.'

The main venue for the event 
will be Skipinnish Cèilidh 
House and will feature 
exhibits from every disti ller 
from the Firth of Clyde to the 
Isle of Lewis. Ticket holders will be 
given their own dram glass and will 
be able to take samples from all 
of the exhibitors who are present. 
Water will be available to allow 
people to cleanse their palates 
between tasti ng. 

In additi on, Oban Disti llery 
will be holding masterclasses. 
These will be based around their 

world famous whiskies. Other 
masterclasses will be available on 
the day. The other exhibitors will 
be more than happy to have a chat 
about their produce as well.

Local food producers will be selling 
their wares in the Cèilidh House 
should anyone get a bit peckish 
aft er a few drams. There will also 

be a nosing competi ti on where 
att endees can att empt to 
identi fy various whiskies by 
smell alone. The entrant who is 
closest to being correct will win 
a bott le of single malt whisky.

There will be a Fèis shop in 
the Cèilidh House where 
att endees can pick up a bott le 
of whichever whiskies took 
their fancy during their 
sampling session. Subsidised 
delivery will be available for 
people who don't want to 
have to lug bott les around 
with them aft er they leave.

The Cèilidh House will be 
open from 12pm to 6pm on 22nd 
of July 2017. There are likely to be 
other supporti ng events during the 
day which will be announced via 
the event's Twitt er and Facebook 
feeds closer to the ti me. Samples 
are included in the event ti cket 
price and masterclasses are 
available for an additi onal fee.

Oban’s fi rstWest Coast Whisky Fèis

Euan Finlayson, proprietor of 
Oban Whisky and Fine Wines, 
said, 'We wanted to create 
an event that shows off  the 
incredible whiskies that the 
west coast has to off er. The 
aim is to off er a range of 
whiskies and masterclasses 
that can appeal to 
newcomers and afi cionados 

The main venue for the event 
will be Skipinnish Cèilidh 
House and will feature 
exhibits from every disti ller 

be a nosing competi ti on where 
att endees can att empt to 
identi fy various whiskies by 
smell alone. The entrant who is 
closest to being correct will win 
a bott le of single malt whisky.

There will be a Fèis shop in 
the Cèilidh House where 
att endees can pick up a bott le 
of whichever whiskies took 
their fancy during their 
sampling session. Subsidised 
delivery will be available for 
people who don't want to 
have to lug bott les around 
with them aft er they leave.
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Every year, the annual Arran 
Malt & Music Festival is held 
in the grounds of the Isle of 
Arran Distillery in Lochranza.  
This year it will take place from 
Friday 30th June – Sunday 2nd 
July. 

The weekend has become an important 
date in the calendar for whisky and Arran 
enthusiasts, bringing together some of 
the best island food producers, local 
musicians and bands from the mainland in 
a celebrati on of all things Malt and Music! 
On Saturday 1st July, the festi val starts at 11am and features 
whisky masterclasses where you have the opportunity to get 
really involved with the people who make the whisky and hear 
about their experiences in the industry.  This year there will also 
be the opportunity to take part in a whisky cocktail masterclass 
with bartenders from the Edinburgh Bon Vivant Bar and the 
opportunity to purchase rarely available limited expressions of The 
Arran Single Malt Whisky by the dram.

Their annual special Festi val Single Malt Release will be available to 
purchase on the day – a small batch bott ling which is chosen each 
year by the parti cipants of their Ulti mate Masterclass.  The festi viti es 
are set to conti nue long into the evening with a celebratory ceilidh 
led by popular band ‘Skippinish’. Entry to the festi val Saturday 11am 
– 5pm is free.  Masterclass and Saturday evening ceilidh ti ckets can 
be purchased from www.arranevents.com.

Arran Malt & Music Festival 2017

The 25th Mull of Kintyre Music Festival or MOK Fest as it is more 
commonly known  runs from August 16th – 20th.     
The Saturday night concerts on Aug 19th promise something for everyone with high octane 
Celti c Dance kings The Peatbog Faeries and Scotland’s 9-piece Ska juggernaut Bombskare 
playing in the Victoria Hall.  The Traditi onal concert the same night in Campbeltown Heritage 
Centre will feature six piece all female folk band The Shee with singer songwriter Jim 
Malcolm also on the bill.  More acts for the Saturday will be announced shortly.

Herron Valley is guaranteed to get everyone 
dancing at the Festi val Ceilidh Night on 
Aug 18th. Award winning Gypsy Jazz Swing 
specialists Rose Room and The Dalriada 
Connecti ons Band will also perform with 
Kintyre Schools Pipe Band getti  ng the night 
started in their usual rousing style.  

The Mitchell’s Glengyle Dalriada Connecti ons 
on Aug 20th will have another great line-up 
with Arty McGlynn & Nollaig Casey, Gillian 
Frame, Ciaran Mulholland, Scooter Muse, 
Lorne MacDougall Trio and Rhuvaal already 
confi rmed to play.  

News on who will be performing at the 
Festi val Gaelic Night on Aug 16th, Young Folk 
Night on Aug 17th and Survivors Night on 
Aug 20th will be released soon.

For further informati on visit our website at 
www.mokfest.com or email 
mokfest@hotmail.co.uk

MOK Fest 25 First Bands
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A brand-new festi val is arriving in the Isle of Skye this summer. The 
Spirit of Skye brings together Scotland’s fi nest whisky, gin, beer, 
music, and food. Featuring major drinks brands, local experts, 
creati ve masterclasses, ceilidhs, live music, local produce and 
Scotland's fi nest chefs. Whether you’re a drinks connoisseur, a 
food lover or simply looking for a good ti me with friends, there’s 
something for everybody at the Spirit of Skye.

Gary Maclean Winner of MasterChef: The 
Professionals 2016 will be cooking live in the 
Chef’s Theatre and so will Scott  Davies Head 
Chef at The Three Chimneys. There will be 
Creati ve Masterclasses with Talisker Disti llery, 
Sti rling Gin, Cuillin Brewery, and Sligachan 

Hotel. Dig back into the blues-drenched sounds 
of clarinet-driven 1920’s New Orleans jazz 

with live music from The Dime Notes 
and enjoy a traditi onal ceilidh as The 

Scotti  sh Ceilidh allStars bring 
together a veritable feast of 

musical talent.

Book your ti ckets on 
01478 613750 or online at 
www.spiritofskye.com
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Spirit of 
Skye Festival

Gary Maclean Winner of MasterChef: The 
Professionals 2016 will be cooking live in the 
Chef’s Theatre and so will Scott  Davies Head 
Chef at The Three Chimneys. There will be 
Creati ve Masterclasses with Talisker Disti llery, 
Sti rling Gin, Cuillin Brewery, and Sligachan 

Hotel. Dig back into the blues-drenched sounds 
of clarinet-driven 1920’s New Orleans jazz 

with live music from The Dime Notes 
and enjoy a traditi onal ceilidh as The 

Scotti  sh Ceilidh allStars bring 
together a veritable feast of 

musical talent.

Book your ti ckets on 
01478 613750 or online at 
www.spiritofskye.com

OPENS 8TH MAY
Partying can be tiring...

Staying, eating and drinking at Perle Oban can be 
the perfect remedy for your festival fatigue.

30% OFF 
WITH EXCLUSIVE PROMO CODE*

Discover Oban in a new light.
Book your stay during our opening month of May and 

receive 30% off your bookings.
Redeem this offer using PROMO CODE: PERLE30

www.perleoban.com

Planning on going to The Spirit of Skye?
Marmalade Hotel and The Bosville Hotel are part of the Perle 
family of luxury hotels and offers the perfect choice for luxury 
accommodation, food and drink on the beautiful Isle of Skye.

www.marmaladehotel.co.uk     www.bosvillehotel.co.uk
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Tarbert – a whole world of festivals!

THE CHARMING fishing village of 
Tarbert, photographed above by the 
world reknowned, late, great Dennis 

Hardley, plays host to several festivals 
this season that celebrate its rich heritage 
in music, sport, food and literature. The 
excitement kicks off in May 26-29 with the 
Silvers Marine Scottish Series.

The Clyde Cruising Club organises this long-running 
event, in which keen sailors enjoy passage racing 
and Olympic triangles in Loch Fyne.

This year’s programme includes the opening ‘Clyde 
Challenger Race’ from Largs for white sail, family 
class and cruisers.

The laid-back atmosphere and good 
craic of this event have sailors and 
non-sailors alike coming back year 
aft er year. All visitors, whether 
into sailing or not, will love the 
spectacle and everyone is welcome. 
The upgraded faciliti es at Tarbert 
Harbour including the well-stocked 
chandlery shop provide a warm 
welcome for competi tors.

The Seafood Festi val, which is 
held in July 1-2, gives visitors the 
opportunity to sample Tarbert’s 

culinary delights. The harbour bustles with food 
stalls, cookery demonstrati ons and tasti ngs.

A highlight of the weekend is the crowning of the 
Seafood Festi val Queen and her princesses, who 
arrive in a fl ourish by sea and parade through the 
village led by the Mid Argyll Pipe Band.

Live music and kids’ acti viti es at this wonderful 
family-friendly festi val.

The Tarbert Traditi onal Boat Festi val, 14-16 July 
draws beauti ful vessels of all kinds from across 
Scotland and Ireland the weekend, providing a 
spectacle in the harbour for on-lookers. Visitors 
enjoy boat tours, stalls, live music, demonstrati ons 
and family acti viti es. 

Tarbert Fair has been held since 1705 and is one 
of the oldest fairs in the Highlands. It starts every 
year on the last Thursday of July (26th-29th) 
and conti nues the festi viti es over the weekend. 
Originally a catt le fair, it's now about live music, 
amusements and fairground rides.

One of the longest- running music festi vals 
in Argyll, the Tarbert Music Festi val has been 
celebrati ng song and food for 28 years.

Held the weekend of September 15-17, it features 
kids’ acti viti es and a full programme of concerts 
by local talent, turning out everything from 
rock to reggae to traditi onal music. Impromptu 
sessions are encouraged and att ract musicians 
from far and wide. Visitors will enjoy the fantasti c 
local seafood and the relaxed vibe. 

This lovely book festi val in the prett y fi shing 
village of Tarbert is a cracker. Hear book readings 
by a selecti on of authors and meet the people 
behind the characters. There's lots to enjoy for 
adults and children across various venues from 
the 27th-29th October

Camping is available in the shadow of Robert the 
Bruce’s castle and scenic walks along the adjacent 
Kintyre Trail make Tarbert an ideal desti nati on 
weekend for the whole family, so pack a tent and 
come along! www.tarbertf esti vals.co.uk
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Festival Safety by the 
Summer Festival Guide
Festivals are a great 
way to spend a 
summer weekend.  
Good bands, good 
beer, good weather: 
what's not to like?  
It is important, 
though, to keep safe.  
That's why we're 
going to use today to 
look at the various 
ways in which you 
can ensure that your 
weekend goes by 
without any kind of 
hitches.

Keep a mobile charger on 
you.  The simple fact is 
that in 2017, it's virtually 
impossible to get through 
the weekend without using 
your phone for something. 
(No, not Facebook.  For 
goodness sake, give it a 
rest for the weekend!).  
In any busy festi val, it's 
almost guaranteed that at 
some point you'll probably 
get separated from your 
friends.  Invest in a mobile 
charger (i.e. one that's 
powered by batt eries rather 
than the mains) and stock 
up on a load of batt eries.  
This way, you'll be able to 
call your mates and meet 

up with each other every 
ti me you fi nd yourself 
getti  ng pushed to the other 
side of the crowd!

Don't bring your valuables.  
Repeat aft er us: 'I do not 
need to take my iPad to 
Glastonbury'.  Most modern 
festi vals are prett y friendly 
and, generally speaking, 
people try and look out 
for each other.  However, 
it's not a good idea to take 
a load of expensive gear 
with you.  Cameras are 
fair enough, but leave the 
laptops, credit cards, tablets 
and the like at home.  You 
simply don't need them.

Be sensible

At even the most orderly 
festi val, there probably will 
be the odd group of people 
insisti ng on being...well, 
a word we probably can't 
use here.  The best move to 
make if anything happens 
that makes you feel remotely 
uncomfortable is to simply 
move to a diff erent secti on 
of the area (again, keep your 
phone on you so you can re-
meet friends easily).  If you're 
parti cularly concerned, try and 
fi nd a security guard (most 
festi vals have them stati oned 
throughout the venue).

Don't get carried away with 
moshing and crowd-surfi ng. 

We're not just saying this to 
be killjoys.  It's a simple fact 
that even the biggest and 
hardest metalheads get injured 
in moshpits.  Honestly, they 
do.  Don't get the wrong idea: 
we're not suggesti ng you start 
twerking whilst Machine Head 
are on stage (though that 
would be sort of hilarious), 
but don't put yourself at risk 
unnecessarily.  Also, crowd-
surfi ng is even more risky 
– you’re likely to get a bad 
landing.

Care for your hearing

If you’re a regular gig goer, then 
the chances are you’ll know 
how loud those speakers can 
get.  Well, at a festi val you can 
multi ply that noise by about 
500 (the volume is needed to 
project the sound across the 
site).  What does this mean in 
practi cal terms?  Well it means 
that if you get stuck by the 
speakers, it’ll REALLY hurt.  As 
in, ‘might cause you permanent 
damage’ hurt.  Stock up on 
ear-plugs: even the cheaper 
ones will be more than enough 
to stop even Motorhead from 
deafening you. Places like 
Allearplugs.com have a great 
range that will meet all budgets 
and ear sizes.

Split your cash

As a general rule, it’s not a 
good idea to take all your cards 
to a festi val.  Sti ck to a certain 
amount of hard cash and one 
card for absolute emergencies.  
Always ensure that you split 
the cash: the chances are that 
you’ll have at least a couple of 
hundred with you: that way, if 
some of it goes missing, you’ll 
sti ll have enough in reserve to 
keep you going.

Voted 'Best Small Festi val in Scotland' 
for a third ti me in 2016, the Tiree Music 

Festi val returns on the 14th-16th July 
with plati num selling act Scouti ng For 
Girls heading to the remote island as 
part of their 10 year anniversary tour. 

This is the 8th TMF and the festi val has 
sold out every year since its formati on 
in 2010. There are now less than 300 
ti ckets remaining for the 2017 festi val 
so book your island festi val adventure 
quick! www.ti reemusicfesti val.co.uk 
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26th - 28th May

Mhor Festi val, Scotland's most 
spectacularly-located, food, drink and 
music festi val, launches their full line-up 
which includes Lorna McNee, Scotti  sh Chef 
of the Year and Phil Kay, previous winner of 
Briti sh Comedy Award Best Live Stand Up.

Run by Tom and Lisa Lewis and family, 
Mhor Festi val takes place on the banks 
of Loch Voil in the Perthshire Highlands 
during the May Bank Holiday weekend 
(26th – 28th). The festi val is supported 
by EventScotland, part of VisitScotland’s 
Events Directorate.

For the fi rst year ever, Mhor Fest will be 
hosti ng an all star female chef line-up for 
the coveted Mhor Feast (Friday 26th May). 
Lorna MacNee, Scotti  sh Chef of the Year 
will serve up her signature dish, along 
with a course each from Rosie Healey of 
Ott olenghi fame; ‘The Café Girls’ of Café St 
Honore; Marysia Paskowska of Monachyle 
Mhor. 

A limited number of 100 Feast ti ckets are 
available. Previously selling out within 
days, ti ckets for the 5-course dinner are 
only available on a lott ery basis. 

Across the weekend festi valgoers will be 
amongst a selecti on of Scotland's best 
arti san producers including; L’Art Du Vin 
wines, Glengoyne Highland Single Malt 
Scotch whisky and Great Glen Charcuterie. 

Tom Lewis, Chef Proprietor of Monachyle 
Mhor and Co-Founder of Mhor Festi val, 
said:

“Mhor festi val is more than a food festi val 
– it’s a great party with an excellent line up 
of our favourite chefs, DJs and musicians. 
This year we’re excited to welcome sell-out 
recording arti st, Ray Harris, Daft  Funk and 
The Federati on Of The Disco Pimp, winners 
of the Sunday Herald Cultural Awards ‘Best 
Live Performance’ last year.”

New for this year, the Festi val will host 
Cinemor77, a mobile cinema housed 
in a yurt, equipped with cushions and 
beanbags for guests to enjoy a selecti on of 
independent fi lms on.  

A festi val for all ages and tastes, along with 
award-winning chefs and musicians, the 
line-up includes the traditi onal raft  race, 
aerial trapeze performances, bread making 
workshops and baking competi ti ons, circus 
skills workshop, the omelett e challenge, 
disco yoga, and much much more. 

Paul Bush OBE, Director of Events at 
VisitScotland, said: 
“We are delighted to be supporti ng Mhor 
Festi val, in what promises to be a fantasti c 
family event. Scotland is the perfect stage 
for events and the team have brought 
together another strong programme this 
year. With live music, theatre, children’s 
entertainment, and of course, a great 
selecti on of local food and drink on off er, 
there really is something for everyone to 
enjoy.”

Mhor Festi val has been running since 2012 
as an additi on to the ever-growing ‘Mhor’ 
brand. Beginning as a two day event, it 
has now grown into a three day festi val 
due to its popularity. Over the years, the 
Lewis' have welcomed chefs including 
the two Michelin-starred Andrew Fairlie; 
AA rosett e-winning Fred Berkmiller; BBC 
Kitchen Café presenter Neil Forbes, and 
Roy Brett , award-winning Chef Proprietor 
of Ondine.

Accommodati on opti ons include camping 
in the festi val grounds; 'glamping' in the 
Mhor Bell Tents; or staying in one of the 
local hotels and B&B's.

Day ti ckets are available from £20 for an 
adult, while a weekend camping pass 
begins at £75. These can be bought online 
at www.mhorfesti val.net/booking. Festi val 
and camping ti ckets for under 16’s are free 
of charge.

For more informati on visit 
www.mhorfesti val.net

Mhor Festival Launches 
Summer Festival Line-UpThe Bluebell Festi val is a three day long FREE music festi val (and mud 

free too!) held in the large beer garden of The George Hotel, Inveraray 
on the last weekend in May. Now in its 8th year, the team at The George 
are looking forward to welcoming you to what promises to be bigger and 
bett er than ever before! 

As well as non-stop FREE music 
thanks to the George there is beer, 
spirits and cocktails fl owing to the 
wee hours. An amazing BBQ is 
available all day if you get hungry. 

The event kicks off  on the Friday 
night with Briti sh Country band, 
‘Ashton Lane’. Their most recent 
album Nashville Heart received 
fi ve star reviews and radio support 
around the UK and Europe. They are 
followed by headliners ‘Into the Ark’ 
who many will recognise as fi nalists 
in this years ‘The Voice’. 

This highly acclaimed newcomer 
duo from Blackwood in South Wales 
will be touring the UK & Ireland in 
May 2017 – this is a great opportunity to hear them live, locally!

Then it's all day music on the Saturday and Sunday. Picks of the bunch 
are The Badboys and The Camans on Saturday night and The Wild West 
fancy dress party on the Sunday night featuring Starsky and The Shiverin' 
Sheiks among many other country and western arti sts!

Accommodati on can be diffi  cult to get over the weekend so book early 
to avoid disappoint. Visit www.exploreargyll.co.uk and click on the ‘stay 
and eat’ link for a list of local accommodati on providers. There is oft en a 
minibus to ferry visitors to local accommodati on at the end of the night.

Bluebell Music Festival – 
Now in its 8th Year!
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A whole stream of talented Scots 
and Irish arti sts are lined up to play 
this year’s Oban Live, Argyll’s largest 
music event. The concert, which 
att racted 7,800 visitors last year, 
takes place at Mossfi eld Stadium 
June 2 and 3. Announcing via live 
stream on Facebook earlier this year, 
tradfavourites Mànran, Trail West, 
and Tide Lines, as well as Toploader 
and Hue and Cry were the latest 
additi ons to the line up. 

Daniel Gillespie of Skerryvore and 
arti sti c director for Oban Live said: 
‘We are delighted to announce that 
Trail West, Mànran and Tide Lines will 
join us in Oban as not only are they 
great friends but they are three of 
the most exciti ng acts on the Scotti  sh 
scene today - all bringing their own 
brand and fusion of west coast 
music.’ 

The three bands join an impressive 
line-up that includes Admiral Fallow, 

Roddy Hart and the Lonesome Fire, 
We Banjo 3, Skipinnish, Skerryvore 
and the collaborati on of Argyll Ceilidh 
Trail and Ceol an Aire. More big 
named acts will be added to the list 
very soon. 

Celti c rock group, Skerryvore will 
also be joined on stage by Oban High 
School (OHS) Pipe Band. OHS Pipe 
Major, Angus MacColl, said: ‘We are 
incredibly honoured to be invited to 
play on stage with the sensati onal 
Skerryvore. This is a fantasti c 
opportunity for our young band 
members to showcase their talents 
to an audience of thousands, and in 
their local town, too.’ 

Daniel added: ‘Angus MacColl is a 
piping legend and a real hero of ours 
growing up on Tiree learning to play 
traditi onal music, so to have him join 
us on stage in Oban along with his 
brilliant group of pupils will be a very 
special collaborati on for us.’ 

Local talents Ceol an Aire and The 
Argyll Ceilidh Trail will join forces 
to open the show on Friday June 2. 
Ewan Macdonald from Ceol an Aire 
said:  ‘Having seen how incredible 
last year’s Oban Live was, it is a great 
privilege to have been invited to 
open Oban Live 2017. Ceol an Aire 
was formed following the success 
of the fi rst Argyll Ceilidh Trail so 
it is exciti ng to now be forming a 
collaborati on with the latest line-up 
seven years on.’ 

More local talent will be added to 
the bill as the event team hunt for an 
unsigned group in an exciti ng ‘batt le 
of the bands’ competi ti on. Check 
the event’s website and social media 
pages for more informati on.  

Tickets to Oban Live 2017 are now on 
sale. To buy ti ckets and for the latest 
line-up announcements, visit 
www.obanlive.com. Follow the 
event on Twitt er @obanlive and 
www.facebook.com/obanlive. 

Oban Live - the region’s biggest live music event!

Toploader 
and Hue 
And Cry 
to bring 
new 
material 
to Oban 
Live this 
June
 
Noughties household name 
Toploader and 80s legends 
Hue And Cry are con� rmed 
for the line-up at this year’s 
Oban Live, June 2 and 3.
The two acts have been 
added to an already 
impressive bill at Argyll’s 
largest live music event, 
at Moss� eld Stadium. 
The event attracted 7,800 
visitors last year to Oban.
Playing Friday night, June 
2, Toploader will perform 
tracks from their highly 

anticipated fourth album 
Seeing Stars, released May 
12. Their new single, Roll 
With The Punches, was 
premiered on Graham 
Norton’s Radio 2 show in 
February. Classics such as 
their global hit Dancing in 
the Moonlight, from 2000, 
are also set to be highlights 
on the night. Their visit to 
Oban will be the band’s 
second trip to the West 
Coast since they headlined 
Tiree Music Festival in 2012, 
a gig that saw Skerryvore 
piper Martin Gillespie join 
them on stage for a bagpipe 
solo during Dancing in the 
Moonlight. Meanwhile, 
Pat and Greg Kane of Hue 
And Cry are all set for their 

evening performance at 
Oban Live as an eight piece 
full band on Saturday June 
3. 
The brothers, who hails from 
Coatbridge near Glasgow, 
made a huge impact in the 
late 80s with hit singles, 
including Labour of Love, 
and albums Seduced and 
Abandoned and Remote. 
Their Oban Live gig will 
showcase tracks from their 
new Pocketful of Stones 
album, due for release this 
year.
To date, Hue and Cry have 
sold in excess of two million 
records worldwide.
Martin Gillespie from the 
Oban Live team and piper 
for Skerryvore said: ‘We are thrilled that these two 

iconic bands have agreed to 
join us at Oban Live in June 
and we are excited to hear 
their new material, as well 
as performances of their 
classic songs.
‘It will be great to see the 
Toploader lads again after 
joining them on stage on 
Tiree back in 2012 – perhaps 
something we can do again 
in June!’
The Oban Live 2017 line-up 
also includes Skerryvore, 
Skipinnish, We Banjo 3, Trail 
West, Manran, Tide Lines, 
Admiral Fallow, Roddy Hart 
and the Lonesome Fire, 

Ceol an Aire  and the Argyll 
Ceilidh Trail, and Oban 
High School Pipe Band. 
Special guests are still to be 
announced.
This year’s festival 
is supported by 
EventScotland, and is part 
of Scotland’s Year of History, 
Heritage and Archaeology.
 Tickets for Oban Live 2017 
are on sale now. For more 
information and to purchase 
tickets visit
www.obanlive.com or follow 
on Twitter @obanlive or 
Facebook: www.facebook.
com/obanlive.

Skerryvore at last year’s Oban Live
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Kids love music festivals, and 
nowadays, there is often as 
much for the wee ones to do as 
for the grown ups. With a bit of 
preparation and patience, you 
can feel free to take the whole 
family to the festival! 

Festi val goer Libby Wilkinson has these ti ps 
for surviving a festi val with children. 

Preparati on is key – Prior to the festi val we 
took a camping trip to get an idea of what 
it might be like in a possibly cold and wet 
fi eld with a baby. If you get the chance, pitch 
the tent and spend the night. You’ll get a 
taste of what’s to come and if all goes well, 
you might fi nd yourself registering for next 
year’s Glastonbury festi val.

Plan ahead – Make a list of everything you’ll 
need, you don’t want to fi nd out you’ve 
forgott en the rain cover half way to your 
desti nati on.  

Safety fi rst - A fi rst aid kit complete with 
hand saniti zer is essenti al. As is a torch and 
fl ask for preparing bott les and changing 
nappies in the middle of the night.

Do some research – Some festi vals are more 
geared toward families than others. Have a 
look around, check out the site maps and 
fi gure out if you’ll have a long way to carry 
all your gear and whether or not it’d be 

worth staying in accommodati on near-by.

Foodies – If you’re bott le feeding take 
sterilisati on tablets to hygienically clean 
feeding equipment. Breast feeding? First aid 
tents are great places to discreetly express.  
Also, festi val food can be expensive and in 
some instances might be too exoti c for litt le 
pallets, so ensure you have plenty of jars 
and fi nger foods to keep tummies happy 
throughout the day. 

Safety fi rst – Most festi vals issue security 
tags for you to write your number on, sti ck a 
couple on your children in case they wander 
off , or write it on their wristbands of course.

Festi val must-haves – Ear defenders -If 
you want to get a bit closer to the stage 
a pair of giant headphones  is a baby’s 
best festi val accessory. They’re not only 
practi cal, but adorable too. Secondly -Fairy 
lights. Wrapping a string of solar operated 
twinkly lights around the pram makes you 
visible during the night and you’re therefore 
less likely to get trampled on by drunken 
revellers. It also turns your baby’s transport 
into a space-age disco buggy, certain to turn 
heads!

Festival Survival Guide 
for Parents with Children

The Cowal Highland Gathering held in Dunoon, Argyll, is the largest, 
most spectacular Highland games in the world. Nowhere else will 
you see world-class pipers, dancers and athletes competi ng on 
such a scale. It’s an unbeatable event for all the family. Just ask the 
23,000 visitors who come here every year to soak up the unique, 
friendly atmosphere and stunning Highland locati on.

There really is something for everyone, from watching the world 
championship competi ti ons to running in the 5K fun run. The salute 
to the Chieft ain is one of the highlights. As the sun sets down the 
Firth of Clyde, the massed pipers and drummers play ‘Highland 
Laddie’ in unison. It’s an unforgett able experience and a fi tti  ng end 
to this, the most spectacular of Highland games.

The kids will love Arti e's Tartan Tails, mountain bike displays, the arts 
and craft s tent, magic shows, puppet shows, face painti ng and much 
more! The ceilidh tent is one of the event's huge highlights and if 
you want even more of that, be sure to get ti ckets for the Friday 
night's Gig at the Gathering. 

The headline act this year is  four piece band Tide Lines supported 
by the ever-popular young Argyll band Heron Valley, who have 
become fi rm Cowal Gathering favourites. Also playing will be 
Trongate Rum Riots, a Glasgow nine-piece band who play their own 
brand of ‘turbo sea shanti es’.

As usual, the Gig won’t simply boast top ceilidh music. It will also 
feature whisky and gin tasti ng and street food will be available 
throughout the evening. But hurry, ti ckets will sell fast. Gig at the 
Gathering is held on Friday 25th August with the Cowal Highland 
Gathering is held on Saturday 26th August. 

Cowal Highland 
Gathering 2017
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1. Buy a suitable tent
If there are two of you, don’t choose a two-man tent. A two-man tent is 
perfect for one person, but once you are both inside there will be litt le 
room for anything else. Ideally you want space to keep any wet clothes 
away from your sleeping area. Make sure your tent is waterproof.

2. Practice pitching your tent
Before you leave, have a trial run pitching your tent. Make sure you have 
all the necessary bits and that you know how to set it up quickly. You 
don’t want to spend your ti me wrestling with your tent in the campsite 
when you could be enjoying the music.

3. Buy a good quality sleeping bag 
    and sleeping mat
You may not plan on doing much sleeping, but when you do, you will be 
glad you’ve spent the extra money on a good sleeping bag and sleeping 
mat. 

4. Choose your spot
Get there early to have the best picks. You don’t want to be too far away 
from the toilets, but you don’t want to be too close either. Choose a spot 
roughly in the middle and preferably downwind from the toilets. Remem-
ber where you have pitched your tent. It might help to ti e a coloured 
ribbon or balloon to the top of your tent so it stands out from the crowd.

5. Keep your valuables with you
Most people are trustworthy, however, there are the odd excepti ons, so 
do not leave any valuables in your tent. Money, car keys, ti ckets, phones 
and cameras should all be kept with you at all ti mes in an arm wallet, bum 
bag or small day pack, allowing you to keep your hands free to bust out 
your best dance moves.

6. Do not lock your tent
It might seem like a good idea to lock your tent, but the opposite is true 
as it says to potenti al thieves there is something valuable worth stealing 
in your tent. A small knife will easily cut through the fabric of your tent 
rendering the lock useless.

7. Stock up on essentials
Food and drink can be expensive at festi vals and although many won’t 
allow you to bring alcohol in, you should plan to take plenty of water and 
non-perishable food items with you. If you are planning on cooking, take a 
small camp stove and frying pan. Do not use an open fi re.

8. Make friends with your neighbours
You will be living in close quarters, so introduce yourself. 

9. Bring midge repellent
Let’s face it, if you are outdoors in the west of Scotland, the dreaded 
midge won’t be far away. Don’t let them ruin your festi val experience. 
Bring a good quality midge repellent with you and test for any potenti al 
allergic reacti ons before you leave. Top this up with a basic fi rst aid kit.

10. Bring your wellies
It’s Scotland, chances are the rain wont be too far away, even if the sun 
is splitti  ng the sky. Keep your feet dry with a decent pair of wellies and 
change your socks regularly.

Keep safe and enjoy your festival experience!

� Tickets
� Money
� Ear plugs
� Torch
� Poncho
� Bin bags
� Wet wipes
� Antibacterial 

      hand gel

� Arm wallet/bum bag

� Portable 
      phone charger

� Midge repellent

� Food
� Water
� Toiletries/fi rst aid

� Sun cream
� Wellies

Camping essentials checklist
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Oban
Enjoy Oban with our open top bus.

Starts 26 May 2017. Book your tickets 
NOW at: citysightseeingoban.com
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Rain can’t dampen spirit of Easter fun at Brodick Castle

Clockwise from top left: 
the sack race was a � ercely 
contested a� air accompa-
nied by peals of laughter. 
01a_B16easter13; a triumphant 
win for these two partic-
ipants in the two-legged 
race. 01a_B16easter12; a young 
visitor enjoys the mud 
puddles and the rain. 
01a_B16easter05; the gift shop 
and tea room did a roaring 
trade as people warmed up 
after searching for eggs. 01a_

B16easter11; Ewen Southwick 
� shes for ducks, hoping 
to win as many eggs as his 
sister Evie won. 01a_B16easter07;  
the balls come tumbling 
down at the stairs during 
the duck derby. 01a_B16easter18; 
winner and runner-up in the 
egg decorating competition 
were sisters Annabel and 
Jessica Foster with their egg 
creations. 01a_B16easter17

 

What’s On……. 

 

 

brodickcastle@nts.org.ukbrodickcastle@nts.org.ukbrodickcastle@nts.org.ukbrodickcastle@nts.org.ukbrodickcastle@nts.org.uk  01770 302202 

Castle Time Travellers Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd April  11am & 2pm              
A family journey through the times of the Castle – dressing-up optional! Stout 
footwear advised – Please book at Reception on arrival                     
Adults £2.50 with Garden entry, children Free                                               
Brodick Castle from the Outside  - Sat 22nd, Sun 23rd – 12, 1 & 3pm    
       Thurs 27th & Fri 28th  - 11am, 12, 1, 2 & 3pm   
A guided historical tour of the exterior of the Castle – stout footwear advised.  
Please book at Reception on arrival                 
Adults £2.50  with Garden Entry   

 

 



www.arranbrewery.com
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open  9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon, Wed, Sat 10-5pm, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sun 12.30-5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 22nd April
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls – club competition Bowling Club, 2pm
Live music – Alan Frew The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Spring fair Pirnmill primary school, 12noon - 2pm
The Nescio Ensemble Arran High School, Lamlash, 7.30pm
Bingo Whiting bay Golf Club, 7pm
Live music – North Country Winters Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Castle time travellers Brodick Castle, 11am & 2pm
Ceilidh Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – The Absolute Jam The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
 
Sunday 23rd April
Family games   
Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’  Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Castle time travellers Brodick Castle, 11am & 2pm
The Nescio Ensemble The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
Ormidale 10K Ormidale Park, 12noon

Monday 24th April  
Over 50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Summer bridge tournament  Arran high School, 6.30pm - visitors welcome
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau  Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Hustings Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Mike Bailey Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm

Tuesday 25th April
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Scottish country dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live Music – Shenanigans Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm

Wednesday 26th April
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal  Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
Mixed ability Run (Arran Run Coach) Dunfi on Carpark, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Quiz night The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios  Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Lamlash Moorings AGM Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash, 7pm
Live music – Arran Dawn Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm

Thursday 27th April
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Music Matters Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm
Live music – North Country Winters Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Brodick FC vs Southend FC Friendly  Ormidale Park, 6.30pm

Friday 28th April
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Coffee morning Corrie & Sannox Hall, 10.30am
Open Mic PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
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New chairman Terry Southall thanked outgoing chair 
Fiona Laing after 17 years at the society. 

Wildlife conservation
on Ailsa Craig
On Thursday April 6 the 
meeting of the Arran Nat-
ural History Society be-
gan with the AGM, which 
included the chairman’s 
report and the treasur-
er’s report, and election or 
re-election of offi ce holders 
and committee. 

The new chairman, Terry 
Southall, gave a speech of 
thanks and a presentation 
to Fiona Laing who stepped 
down as chairwoman after 
an amazing 17 years in the 
role. 

Terry acknowledged what 
a hard act it will be to fol-
low on from Fiona’s great 
work, but said the society 
members were relieved that 
Fiona had agreed to stay on 
the committee. 

Also on that evening, Ann 

Laing retired from tea-mak-
ing duties after many years 
of carrying out this most 
important function. Ann 
was thanked by Terry and 
presented with a Chris Rose 
print on behalf of the mem-
bership.

After the agm there was 
a presentation by Bernie 
Zonfrillo with the title: 
‘Island restoration-wild-
life conservation on Ailsa 
Craig.’ Bernie is current-
ly the Scottish Ornitholo-
gists Club recorder for the 
Clyde oslands. He was for-
merly the honorary secre-
tary of the Isle of May bird 
observatory for 10 years 
and a research associate at 
the former Marine Biolog-
ical Station at Millport. He 
was also one of the editors 

of The Birds of Scotland, 
a best-selling publication 
covering all species record-
ed in Scotland.

Bernie’s association with 
Ailsa Craig began as a 
small boy visiting the island 
on summer holidays. Hard-
ly a year passed without a 
visit. Later as a bird ringer, 
the Ailsa gannetry was one 
of the very few accessible 
colonies. Studies became 
more serious in 1989 with 
his PhD investigations on 
Ailsa sea-birds, while based 
at Glasgow University.

These showed that rats 
were not just scavengers 
but active killers of sea-
bird chicks and predators of 
their eggs. From these rev-
elations and with the sup-
port of the Marquis of Ail-

sa, the island’s then owner, 
it was decided to have an 
attempt at removing the 
rats completely. It was also 
hoped that a rat-free island 
would attract ‘lost’ species 
like puffi n. His talk was 
about the process involved, 
the success and the results 
of recolonisation over the 
years. 

The fi rst rat was found on 
Ailsa in 1889, shortly after 
the lighthouse was built. At 
that time there were numer-
ous puffi ns and other sea-
birds nesting on the island. 
All but the gannets were 
wiped out as breeding spe-
cies on Ailsa by the rats 
over subsequent years.

Bernie began the rat erad-
ication project in 1991 and 
gradually the birds have re-

turned. First, black guille-
mot, shelduck and wheatear 
were recorded, then ringed 
plover, swallow, wagtails, 
fulmar, eider, razorbill, 
guillemot, and many oth-
ers, and then fi nally puffi n 

by 2002. It is also possible 
that storm petrel and manx 
shearwater have returned 
to breed recently. Bernie 
showed slides of each stage 
of this recolonisation in a 
fascinating presentation. 
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A personal appreciation by Graham Chappell
Peter Chappell, who has died at 83, 
retired to Arran from a variety of 
highly-trained jobs, but who quickly 
became known as a singer, gardener, 
business advisor and accomplished 
speaker. 

We had visited Arran as a family on 
many occasions since the 1970s. A 
house was purchased in Lochranza in 
1992 and my parents moved up to the 
house full time in 1993. 

Dad worked part-time for the local 
enterprise board and his spare time 
was taken up with the Arran Gilbert 
and Sullivan productions. One of the 
fi nal shows, South Pacifi c, had dad 
wearing a coconut bra and a grass 
skirt. Mum tried, begged, me to go 
but I was doing my hair that night, 
sadly. 

In good weather, he and mum 
would be in the garden. They would 
introduce some radical new ideas as 
well as making sure the trailing clem-
atis would strangle anyone trying to 
gain access to the back door. 

Mum and dad were instrumen-
tal in the idea behind the Open Gar-
dens in Lochranza in the early 2000s. 
The garden gate would be replaced to 
show a maple leaf design, courtesy of 
son David, which refl ected mum and 
dad’s love of Canada. The gate is of-
ten commented on by visitors.

Dad was keen to involve himself in 
any musical productions on the is-
land – either at the local hall, or at the 
high school. He worked tirelessly on 
ideas, some of which never saw the 
light of day, but it kept him busy on 
the island during the winter. He also 
carried out comprehensive research 
into links between Arran and Canada 
and held many talks in village halls. 
These talks would often ‘go on a bit’, 
but it gave mum extra time with her 
quilting friends.

The four older grandchildren ar-
rived annually – Carter was more 
local and thus a more frequent vis-
itor, and dad would suggest we all 
went out for our dinner. This usual-

ly meant cramming into his tiny boat 
so we could catch some mackerel for 
the barbecue.

Occasional return trips were made 
by mum and dad to Canada in the 
early 2000s until around 2009, af-
ter which mum contracted Alzheim-
er’s. Mum moved into a care home in 
2011. Dad suffered hugely from liv-
ing without mum and yet made two 
further trips to Canada and one to 
the southwest USA in 2014 to fulfi l 
a promise to his own mother that I’d 
get dad to see the Grand Canyon. 

By this time, with signs of demen-
tia himself, dad moved into shel-
tered housing and then, in Septem-
ber 2015, to Templeton House Care 
Home in Ayr. Mum passed away in 
July 2016, with dad sadly following 
just 35 weeks later.

Dad’s ashes will be taken to a suit-
able part of the forest on the shores 
of Moira Lake, Ontario, where their 
close friends still have their lakeside 
home.

Peter Chappell 24th July 1933
to 3rd April 2017 

Peter Chappell will be sorely missed by many.



March was warmer and dri-
er than February. While 
March this year was a lit-
tle warmer, overall it was a 
little wetter than the same 
month last year. There was 
a lovely settled spell from 
24th to 28th of March.  

It is an exciting time of 
year, awaiting the arrival 
of our summer visitors and 
seeing the last of our winter 
visitors leaving.  

The timing of the north-
erly spring migration is de-
pendent on the weather, not 
just locally, but through-
out the whole length of the 
migration route. The fi rst 
summer migrants arrived 
earlier than last year. The 
fi rst chiffchaff was reported 
at Sannox on 11th, 16 days 
earlier than 2016. The fi rst 
house martin was reported 
at Blackwaterfoot on 22nd, 
almost a month earlier than 
last year. The fi rst whea-
tear was reported at Kil-
patrick Point on 20th, eight 
days earlier than 2016. The 
fi rst swallow was reported 
at Kilpatrick Farm on 26th, 
seven days earlier than last 
year. The fi rst sand martin 
was reported at Machrie 
Golf Course on 28th, three 
days earlier than 2016. The 
fi rst sandwich tern, a group 
of fi ve, was reported at 
Machriewaterfoot on 31st, 
a day later than last year.

While these fi rst arrivals 
are interesting, by the end 
of the month the bulk of our 
migrants was still anticipat-
ed.  Please keep me posted. 

April should also see 
the arrival of other mi-

Spring is a great time to 
be birding

Siskin, one of many migrant species that visited during March. Photograph: Angela Cassels.

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

FOR MARCH

A wheatear, one of the � rst 
summer visitors.

Photograph: Robert Lambie. 

A grey heron collects sticks 
for nest building.

Photograph: Arthur Duncan. 

grants like manx shearwa-
ter, white wagtail, willow 
warbler, whinchat, com-
mon sandpiper and cuckoo 
– all signs of the approach-
ing summer.  

In March, our winter vis-
itors were still to the fore. 
The highlight was an adult 
Iceland gull in the fi elds in 
Sliddery and Corriecrav-
ie on 17th and 18th. This 
is the fi rst Arran record 
of this white-winged gull 
since March 2014. Other 
wintering species includ-
ed: fi ve purple sandpiper 

at Silver Sands on 1st, one 
greenshank at Clauchlands 
on 9th, three brambling in 
Sliddery on 17th, 15 red-
wing in Sliddery on 18th, 
22 fi eldfare on Kilbride 
Hill on 26th, two rook in 
Sliddery also on 26th and 
13 wigeon at Tormore on 
31st.  In the Shiskine Val-
ley the wintering geese in-
cluded 250 greylag geese 
and 13 white-fronted geese 
on 9th.  Towards the end of 
the month skeins of wild-
fowl were heading north to 
their breeding grounds in-
cluding: 40 whooper swan 
over Clachaig on 26th, 
with a similar number over 
Brodick Golf Course on the 
same date, 120 pink-footed 
geese over Dippen on 27th 
and 100 whooper swan 
over Shiskine also on 27th 
and a further 80 whooper 
swan over Shiskine on the 
29th.

In March there were many 
signs of this ongoing mi-

gration including: in fi elds 
28 skylark on Kilbride 
Hill on 5th, 30 lapwing in 
Clachaig also on 5th and a 
male merlin in the Roddin 
on 9th. 

By the shore there were 
more signs of migration 
including: 10 twite on 
Cleats Shore on 6th, three 
black-throated diver and 
four common scoter off Co-
syden on 7th and four great 
northern diver in Machrie 
Bay on 21st. 

In gardens there were fur-
ther signs of this norther-
ly movement of birds with 
32 siskin in High Kildo-
nan on 17th, three lesser 
redpoll in Sliddery on 28th 
and 13 goldfi nch in Torbeg 
on 31st. 

In a month in which re-
cords were received on 103 
species, these are a small 
selection of other inter-
esting records: four little 
grebe in Loch Ranza on 1st, 
seven common crossbill in 
High Kildonan on 7th, two 
goosander in Whiting Bay 
on 20th and a moorhen in 
Mossend Pond on 26th.  In 
addition, it was encourag-
ing to get short-eared owl 
records from fi ve different 
locations in March.

Spring is a great time to 
be birding, as most birds 
are getting on with the busi-
ness of breeding, attracting 
a mate by song, courtship 
display and ritual, defi ning 
a territory, nest building, 
and generally establishing 
relationships. 

In March the signs were 
there, including: a grey 
heron carrying twigs in St-
ronach Wood on 5th, sev-
en fulmar on nesting sites 
on Drumadoon Cliffs on 
6th, house sparrows ex-
ploring nest holes in Lam-
lash on 7th, six eider court-
ing in Loch Ranza on 12th, 
hen harrier displaying over 
Machrie Moor on 24th, 14 
black guillemot in breeding 
plumage on Pladda on 25th 
and among many reports 
of birds singing, there was 
one of a yellowhammer in 
Sliddery on 29th. If it stays 
to breed it will be the fi rst 
confi rmed breeding of this 
once widespread famil-
iar farmland bird on Arran 

since 1999. I am interest-
ed in all records of arriving 
summer migrants and any 
signs of breeding birds.

Enjoy your birding and 
please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email: jim@
arranbirding.co.uk  

I look forward to hearing 

from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran buy the Arran Bird At-
las 2007-2012, the Arran 
Bird Report 2016 and vis-
it www.arranbirding.co.uk
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Arran gardens open for charity
Brodick Castle gardens will 
be open on Sunday April 30 
and Sunday July 9 as part 
of the Scotland’s Gardens 
charity events. 

Dougarie Gardens is 
also taking part again this 
year and will be open on 
Wednesday July 5. Teas will 
be in the 19th- century Boat-
house. 

Pirnmill Village Associa-
tion will be the recipients of 
40 per cent of the takings for 

Dougarie. Scotland’s Gar-
dens is a charity which rais-
es funds for Maggie’s Car-
ing Centres, The Queen’s 
Nursing Institute Scotland, 
the Gardens Fund of the Na-
tional Trust for Scotland and 
Perennial, formerly the Gar-
deners’ Royal Benelovent  
Society.  

Some of Scotland’s most 
remarkable and beautiful 
gardens are open to the pub-
lic under this organisation. 

Forty per cent of the funds 
raised at a garden open-
ing are donated to a chari-
ty nominated by the garden 
owner. 

Both small local charities 
and the large well known 
ones benefi t from the sub-
stantial sums distributed in 
this manner.

Everyone is most welcome 
to come and enjoy the gar-
dens and support these good 
causes.

Groups benefit from 
Co-op community cash
Arran Pipe Band and Arran 
Highland dance club held 
a performance outside the 
Brodick Co-op last week-
end to thank the store for 
grants from the local com-
munity fund, writes Colin 
Smeeton. 

Benefi ciaries of the fund, 
collected over the previ-
ous six months, were the 
pipe band, which received 
£7,057, the Hospital Sup-
porters League, which re-
ceived £7,691, and the 
Highland dancers who re-
ceived £6,806 from a to-
tal of £21,554 raised by the 
Brodick branch for local 
groups. 

Representatives of the 
organisations visited the 
store where they thanked 

the management and staff 
for their ongoing support.   

The Brodick Co-op, 
which contributes one 
per cent of the value of 
own brand products to lo-
cal community causes and 
fi ve per cent back to cus-
tomers, provides a grant 
scheme of up to £15,000 
for eligible organisations. 
Staff also hold numerous 
cake sales, raffl es and in-
store events throughout the 
year to support local char-
ities. So far they have pro-
vided more than £9 million 
nationwide. 

Hospital Supporters 
League secretary Jim Ar-
nold said: ‘We hope to use 
most of the money to buy 
a Cubescan Biocon 700 

bladder scanner, at just 
over £6,000. This equip-
ment will be based at the 
hospital, but because it is 
portable it will be used by 
the community nurses. 

‘In the last two years that 
she was secretary, the late 
Sheila MacLeod said to 
me that there were at least 
two of our donors who had 
been very pleased with the 

level of care and attention 
that their relatives had had 
from our community nurs-
ing staff, all thanks to the 
generosity of the Co-op 
and their customers.

‘The committee is able 
to do what it does, and has 
done, because of the gener-
osity shown by the people 
of this island and many of 
our visitors.’

Two members of the Highland Dance Club who will use the 
funds to secure a tutor for the club, left; and above, Arran 
Pipe Band performed outside Brodick Co-op to thank 
them for their support. 

Store manager Liz McLean, above, with two young members of the pipe band; and above 
right, Hospital Supporters League secretary Jim Arnold and Sandra Hall collect their 
£7,691 cheque at the Co-op. 
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New development
Arran will once again be considering a 
housing development in Brodick with the 
application for a new housing develop-
ment at Cora Lynn. 

Since the old Co-op was pulled down 
the site has lain bare and has become an 
eyesore. Celia Urquhart and CU Devel-
opments previously submitted plans for 
Charters Towers on the site which led to 
protest meetings and culminated in a pub-
lic local inquiry which eventually found 
against the development. 

The new application is different from the 
previous large block development. It com-
prises four pairs of semi-detached hous-
es plus two blocks, each containing eight 
fl ats. This makes a total of 24 dwellings 
on 0.4 hectares with 32 parking spaces be-
ing provided.

It looks like another version of Low 
Glencloy which will leave the people on 
Arran considering whether this is a ben-
efi cial, or merely a commercial develop-
ment.  

Long ordeal
A 72-year-old woman who had spent al-
most 48 hours on Goatfell this week was 
found suffering from hypothermia but 
otherwise well, by the Arran Mountain 
Rescue Team on Thursday afternoon. 

The woman from Kilmarnock had last 
been seen at home on Sunday and by 
Tuesday, when relatives had not seen her, 

they entered her house and found a note 
that she had gone off to Arran to climb 
Goatfell.

By Thursday local police had been alert-
ed and a helicopter from HMS Gannet was 
called in which ferried members of the 
mountain rescue to the top of the moun-
tain. At around 4.15pm the woman was 
found alive in the heather on the route to 
Goatfell. The helicopter returned and took 
her to Crosshouse Hospital where, apart 
from the hypothermia, she was found to 
be okay after her long ordeal. 

Water improvements
Arran’s water is not without its problems. 
There have been criticisms over the num-
ber of additives in it and lack of  storage 
also means that, despite a wet climate, a 
brief drought can mean a water shortage. 

The water round the shores is also not as 
clean as it should be, with untreated sew-
age pouring into it. West of Scotland Water 
is working on these issues and this autumn 
construction will begin on new treatment 
facilities at Corrie and Lochranza. A new 
water storage tank using membrane fi lter 
technology will be built at Lochranza and 
a new main laid between Lochranza and 
Pirnmill.

Water treatment sites are being sought 
although West of Scotland Water is only 
legally bound to provide these by 2005. 
That is a long way off but it is likely that 
the sites will be in Brodick and Whiting 
Bay.

Pictured at the Drift Inn last Thursday night are all the trophy winners on the 
� nal night of the pool season. They are: John Copperwheat and Stuart Kearney, 
doubles champions, Crawford Duncan and Gordon Davidson, league champi-
onship and knockout trophy. Bobby Sloss and Dougie Macfarlane, champion 
and runner up, Dennis Smith league runner up and doubles runner up with 
Matthew McNeish. B16twe02

A � nal polish is given to the new marble memorial at Lochranza under the 
watchful eye of port manager Robbie Brown. The memorial honours the 37 
young men who died when the HMS Vandal sunk on 24 February 1943. B16twe01  

Bryce Walker and Dougie Macfarlane, representing the winning Gift Shop 
Gladiators, are presented with the Licensed Trade Trophy after their charity 
golf day last Saturday in Brodick, by club captain Willie Innes and secretary 
Hamish MacRae. B16twe03

Jean and Roger Peacock hosted a dinner for Contact the Elderly in their Brod-
ick home. Pictured are Jean and Roger along with Alex McIntosh, Margaret 
White, Mary MacDonald, Minnie Coney, Margaret Gray, Eileen Turton, Peggy 
Dutton, Jan Scho� eld and Ruth Russell.  B16twe05

Rhod Sharp of Radio 5 Live visited Arran to get material for an article. The 
picture l to r shows: piper Willie Robertson, Frank Masson, Rhod Sharp and 
Charles MacVicar of Paterson Arran. B16twe04
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Drive Times
FREE TO UPLIFT

Waste wood – Free for re-
moval Tel. 01770 600242

OVER £50
Avon 2.8 meter infl atable 
with drop down wheels sold 
with Suzuki 2.5hp 4 stroke 
outboard ideal tender £650 
ono Tel: 700389

UNDER £50
Three drawer mahogany 
writing bureau, dark wood 
queen Ann claw and ball 
legs, height 38.5”x Depth 
16”, width 28.5” £45 Tel: 
01770302096

Tel 01770 700382 (Arran)

MOTORHOME FIAT DIESEL 2004 2.8 TURBO
Benimar conversion, 
5 berth,all mod cons,
12 mths MOT. 
25000 miles.

 £18,500
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HGV DRIVERS REQUIRED
Class 1 for timber haulage.

Experience of timber loading equipment 
would be advantageous but not essential. 

Overtime available.

Class 2 for tipper work.
Opportunities for trainee drivers

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Tel: 01770 600242

Email: 
mail@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Public Notices

NAC Elections
Hustings
Brodick Hall

Monday 24th of April, 
2017

7.30 pm
Hosted by Arran CVS

If you require any further 
information please don’t hesitate 

to contact 
01770 600611

Lamlash Moorings Association
AGM

Wednesday 26th April 2017
at 7pm

Glenisle Hotel
All members welcome

Arran Medical Group
We are looking to recruit a cleaner to work at 
the Lamlash Medical Centre. The post holder 
will be required to work 2 hours, either early 
morning (6am) or late evening (6.30pm),  5 days 
per week. 
We are also looking for a cleaner to cover 
Maternity  Leave at the Brodick Health Centre.  
The post holder will be required to work 1.5 
hours, either early morning (7am) or late 
evening (6.30pm),  5 days per week.   
Please contact Fiona Robson for details on 
600516.  Closing date Friday 5th May. 

Director – Operati ons 
and Development

Do you have the skills to lead Arran’s 
acclaimed community-based marine 

conservati on group and develop a new 
marine centre in Lamlash? 

If so please visit www.arrancoast.com 
for an applicati on pack and full details.

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

Maintenance Engineer

Sous Chef

Housekeeping Assistants

Housekeeper Supervisor

Head Housekeeper (Spa Resort)

Day Porters

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk  
by 12.05.17. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

17/00364/PP; Birchbrae, Corrie, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Demolition of existing 
buildings and the erection of detached dwelling house with vehicular access.
17/00311/PP; Site To North Of Doonhill (Plot 1), Harbour View, Blackwaterfoot, 
Brodick; Amendment to planning approval N/11/00776/PP to amend house type on 
plot 1.
17/00027/PP; Eas Mor Waterfall, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Erection of storage 
shed.
17/00398/PP; Site To North Of Doonhill, Harbour View, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick; 
Amendment to planning approval N/11/00776/PP to amend house type on plot 10.
17/00400/PP; Birchburn Farm, Shiskine, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Formation of new 
vehicle access on to classified road.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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CHURCH NOTICES

IN MEMORY THANK YOU

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 23rd April

: 11.00 am. Holy Communion. 
Revd Adrian Fallows. Coffee 

after service.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 23rd April 

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Worship

Pirnmill Church, 10.15am 
Morning Worship

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 23rd April
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson,  at 10.30am.

All welcome.    
Tea and coffee will be served 

in the Transept after the
service and everyone is

invited to stay and enjoy more 
fellowship afterwards.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 23rd April

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 23rd April
Rev JohnWebster
Kilmory 10 am

Lamlash 11.30 am
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 23rd April
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 23rd April

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick 
Evening Service 6-30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick 
All welcome 

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

 BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Wednesday April 12, Sum-
mer Trophy round two, 19 
played and CSS stayed at 63. 
Danny Head started with four 
straight threes and kept that 
standard going to come home 
in 66 shots and win with a net 
61. 1 Danny Head 5, 61 and 
lowest gross, 2 Kerr Drum-
mond 5, 62, 3 Stuart McGre-
gor 18, 63, ACB, 4 David 
Brookens 11, 63. There were 
no magic twos.

Sunday April 16, medal. 
Perhaps tragically misled by 
an over-optimistic weather 
forecast, eight hardy golfers 
played on a morning when 
any promised improvement in 
the weather never arrived.

Only three of the fi eld com-
pleted the course and CSS 
went out to 64. Unsurpris-
ingly, there were no magic 
twos. 1 Murry Foggo 9, 65, 
ACB and lowest gross, 2 Stan 
Rainey 10, 65, 3 Gus MacLe-
od 11, 67.

Fixtures: Sunday April 
23, Captain’s drive-in and 
prize. One draw at 10.30am, 
prize-giving at end of round. 
Wednesday April 26, The 

Seven marathon challenge for David

Still time to enter 
Ormidale 10K
There is still time to enter 
the Isle of Arran Ormidale 
10K which takes place to-
morrow (Sunday).

Always popular with is-
land runners and visitors 
alike, this year’s race will 
start, and end, at the Ormi-
dale Park sports pavilion in 
Brodick.  

The event is sponsored by 
ArranShand Business de-
velopment Services and 
the Ormidale Hotel with a 
12noon start.

Entries should be made 
on the Sientries website: 
www.sientries.co.uk or can 
be made on the day. Any-
one wishing to help please 
contact the Ormidale Hotel. 

David Allsop, who is orig-
inally from Arran but now 
lives in Kilsyth, will be 
running seven full and 
half-marathons this year in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

Starting with the Vir-
gin Money London Mara-
thon tomorrow (Sunday), 
he will also take part in the 
new Stirling marathon, Ed-
inburgh, Shiskine half-mar-
athon, Newcastle’s Great 
North Run, Loch Ness and 
Glasgow’s Great Scottish 
Run.

David has been taking 
part in various marathons 
over the past four years 
since his fi ancée Deborah David Allsop will take part in seven marathons this year. 

Hanlon died, raising money 
for different cancer chari-
ties. 

Supportive
David said: ‘I chose to 

raise money for Macmillan 
as they provide vital infor-
mation and supportive ser-
vices to people living with 
or affected by cancer.

‘I got my place for the 
London marathon through 
Arran Runners as I’m still 
an active member and it 
would be great if people 
would consider supporting 
me every step of the way 
by sponsoring me on 
my JustGiving page at 
w w w. j u s t g i v i n g . c o m /
david-fordeborah.’

Richard Parfi tt Trophy. Friday 
April 28, AGA Seniors Bowl 
at Machrie at 5pm.

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies Section: Wednesday 
April 12, medal one, CS S67, 
10 played. 1 Kate McAdam  
88(18)70, 2 Jackie Winship  
100(29)71 BIH, 3 Yvonne 
Brothers  89(18)71. Scratch 
Kate McAdam 88. Magic two 
@16th Ruth Hardy.

Thursday April 13, Sum-
mer Cup, CSS 67, Par 64. 1 
Todd Jameson 66-5=61, 2 
Scott Campbell 80-14=66, 3 
Dougie MacFarlane 67-0=67. 
Scratch, Todd Jameson 66. 
Magic twos, Dougie MacFar-
lane @ 5th, Iain Murchie @ 
12th, Matt Harvey @ 16th.

Saturday April 15, Glen-
isle Cup. This year the weath-
er was kind and 14 teams 
played. The results are: 3 
Donald and Anne Blackwood 
93-22=71, runner-up Alistair 
and Val Crawford 82-11=71. 
Congratulations to the win-
ners, Colin Richardson and 
Ruth Hardy, 89-20.5=68.5.  

Sunday April 16, Texas 
scramble. Only a few brave 
souls ventured out into the 
heavy rain. However, a good 
day was had by all. The re-
sults are: runners-up, A Craw-
ford, D Nicol, A and A Ferri-
er 63-7.8=55.2. Winners, V 
Crawford, S El Adm, J O’Sul-
livan, S Nicol 61-8.5=52.5.

Ladies’ section: Wednesday 

April 12, medal one, CS S67, 
10 played. 1 Kate McAdam  
88(18)70, 2 Jackie Winship  
100(29)71 BIH, 3 Yvonne 
Brothers  89(18)71. Scratch 
Kate McAdam 88. Magic two 
@16th Ruth Hardy.

Fixtures:  Sunday April 21, 
Jamieson Cup, fi rst round, 
9.30am and 12.30pm.  

Thursday April 27, Summer 
Cup, make up own games, 
see starter for times.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday April 9, gents 18-
hole medal, 11 played, par 
65, CSS 65. 1 Jack McNally 
76-11=65, 2 Phil Betley 80-
13=67, 3 Brian Sherwood 80-
12=68. Scratch, W Paton 75. 
Well done Jack.

Thursday April 13, ladies 
12-hole medal, 17 played, par 
44, CSS 43. 

Silver: 1 Piet Johnston 52-
12=40, 2 and scratch Chris-
tine Maxton 48-5=43 BIH. 
Bronze: 1 Fiona Scott 59-
15=44, 2 Julia Salton 63-
18=45. Congratulations Piet.

Fixtures: Thursday April 
27, Rock Plate, gents and la-
dies, tee-offs 1pm and shot-
gun start at 5.30pm.

Fish and chips available in 
the evening. Saturday April 
29, gents Stableford Open, 
tee times all day and good 
fun. Please call on 01770 
860226.

Corrie Golf Club
Wednesday April 12, Wednes-
day medal. 1 S Beardsley 72-
7=65, 2 R McLean 87-20=67 
BIH. Scratch, S Beardsley 72. 
Magic twos, R I McMillan. 
 The fi rst Wednesday medal 
of the season was held in very 
diffi cult wet and windy con-
ditions. Only one magic two 
recorded, but alas for ‘Bung’ 
his number did not come out 
the hat, leaving an even larger 
pot next week.

Saturday April 15, sweep. 1 
A Napier 67-7=60, 2 G McK-
innon 65-3=62, 3 E McKin-
non 65-1=64. Scratch Gilbert 

and Ewan 65. Magic twos 
Ewan McKinnon. Good to 
see Gilbert back at Corrie for 
a visit and still playing well 
on an extremely windy day. 

Fixtures: Wednesday April 
19, Wednesday Cup. Satur-
day April 22, Grouse qualifi -
er, pairs, two-ball foursomes, 
ballots at 9am and 1pm.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday April 12, Summer 
Cup, 32 played, CSS 66. 1 Ian 
Keen 75-10=65 ACB, 2 Gor-
don Hendry 70-5=65, 3 Rus-
sell Duncan 79-13=66 ACB. 
Scratch Gordon Hendry 70. 

Sunday April 16, British 
Legion Cup, Stableford, 12 
played, CSS 34. 1 Jimmy 
Armit 11, 36pts, 2 Iain Mac-
Donald 8, 34pts ACB, Gor-
don Hendry 5, 34pts.

Fixture: Sunday April 23, 
The Belhaven, draw at noon 
on Saturday, or turn up on the 
day, prior to starting times of 
8.30am and noon.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday  April 11, Peter Sut-
ton, CSS 65, R/O. 1 B Sher-
wood 82-13=69, 2 J Penny-
cott 84-14=70, 3 C Laing 
90-18=72. R Traill wins the 
sweep with a net 67 for hand-
icap.

Fixture: Tuesday April 25, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary at 
12.30pm and 5.30pm.

Arran Golfers
Association
Fixtures: Wednesday 
April 26, AGM at Lam-
lash Golf Club, 8.30pm. Fri-
day April 28, Seniors Bowl 
at Machrie Bay Golf Club, 
fi rst round from 5pm. Draw: 
Lochranza v Shiskine, win-
ners play Machrie. Brodick 
v Corrie, Lamlash v Whiting 
Bay.
 Junior medal at Shiskine 
Golf Club on Monday May 
1 from 4pm. Sunday May 7, 
Spring Handicap at Shiskine 
Golf Club, sheets in locker 
rooms.

Thank you
I would like to thank all my 
friends and family for the 

lovely birthday presents and 
cards - love you all,

Sal xx

DOLAN
In loving memory of my dear husband 
Tom, who died suddenly at Arran War 
Memorial Hospital on 23 April 2016 

aged 77 years.
Always remembered, never forgotten.

From your loving wife 
Helen and family.



Second row, far left: The 
Irvine line up. 01_A16tugby11; 
left, The young squad 
from Cartha Queens Park. 
01_A16rugby12

Third row, far left: It’s my 
ball as Glasgow Accies 
power to victory in the � nal. 
01_A16rugby26; left, The Arran 
team got to the semi � nal. 
01_A16rugby05 

Fourth row far left: A 
sidestep from a nimble 
Glasgow Accies player. 
01_A16rugby16; while, left, the 
hardest working men at the 
sevens– the barmen, Ian 
Small, David Boal and Gator 
at the back. 01_A16rugby24

Below: A tough clash 
between Marr and Glasgow 
Accies players. 01_A16rugby03

Bottom far left: An Irvine 
player makes a diving tackle 
to try and stop a Big Birds 
Barbarians attack. 01_A16rug-

by23; and middle bottom left, 
Greenock make a thumping 
tackle to stop an Irvine 
attack. 01_A16rugby14

Sevens heaven
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Above from left: The Marr team from Troon. 01_A16rugby01; It takes two Garnock players to try and stop Arran’s Stuart McMaster. 01_A16rugby19;  Garnock jump highest at the line-out during 
the � nal. 01_A16rugby25.



Glasgow Accies 
emerged as champions 
after a feast of rugby at 
the Arran Rugby Sevens 
in Brodick last weekend.

A dry and largely 
bright day attracted a 
big crowd to Ormidale 
Park to watch a fi eld of 
12 teams battle it out 
throughout the day. 

Teams travelled from 
Bannockburn, Glasgow, 
Greenock and across 
Ayrshire to take part in 
the competition along-
side the Arran Rugby 
Club team.

There was also a large 
young squad from Car-
tha Queens Park which 
included three Arran 
youngsters who travel to 
Glasgow to play for the 
team.

The early round rob-
in games, featuring 
four mini leagues of 
three, saw the late en-
try of a second Kilmar-
nock team after Ardros-
san were a ‘no-show’ on 
the day. Fast, free-fl ow-
ing rugby entertained 
the thirsty crowd, which 
saw the beer tent run out 
of beer three times.

The winners of each 
group went into the cup 
semi fi nal and the run-
ners up into the plate 
competition. In the 
plate semi-fi nal Big 
Birds Barbarians, from 
Greenock, beat Kilmar-
nock 20-0. In the oth-

A triumphant Glasgow Accies are all smiles as they pose with the sevens trophy. 01_A16rugby29

Clockwise from top right: The referees are presented with their gifts by Lois Crawford. 01_A16rugby27; 
Glasgow Accies in full � ow against Marr. 01_A16rugby04; The big crowd watch Arran’s Frazer Barr try to 
evade a Garnock tackle. 01_A16rugby20; The Big Birds Barbarians won the plate trophy. 01_A16rugby21
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er match, Irvine beat 
Greenock’s second 
team 31-5. In the fi nal 
the Big Birds Barbari-
ans proved too strong 
for Irvine and ran out 
36-12 winners.

Early results went well 
for Arran who made it 
to the semi fi nal where 
they faced a strong Gar-
nock side who ran out 
35-0 victors. In the oth-
er semi fi nal, Glas-
gow Accies beat Clyde 
Coast 36-14. 

This saw Glasgow 
Accies facing Garnock 
in the competition fi -
nal and, after a closely 
fought fi rst half, Accies, 

who play in the BT Na-
tional League division 
three, proved stronger 
to win by 45-10.

The presentation of 
prizes, provided by 
sponsors the Isle of Ar-
ran Distillery, followed 
and were handed out 
by Lois Crawford to 
the winning teams and 
the referees, who kept 
a good grip on proceed-
ings throughout the day.

Organisers said the 
successful day will give 
a good boost to club 
funds.

� For more photo-
graphs turn to page 23.

Accies are champions 
after splendid sevens

SPORT
The Arran Banner

INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Sevens heaven - Garnock jump 
highest at the line-out during 
the � nal

Arran Banner, Saturday 22 April, 2017




