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As Brodick ferry terminal is officially opened ...

Ardrossan harbour 
works get go ahead
‘The Scottish Government 
is committed to ensuring 
that the Arran ferry service 
is fit for the future’

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk

A multi-million-pound up-
grade of Ardrossan harbour 
was given the go ahead this 
week.

Major works will see the 
current berth realigned to 
make it easier for the new 
Arran ferry to manoeuvre 
in and out when she comes 
into service next year.

The proposed works, 
which have been given 
the green light by Minis-
ter for Transport and the Is-
lands Humza Yousaf, will 
also see a new linkspan 
installed, a new terminal 
building constructed and a 
number of other enhance-
ments.

The Ardrossan Harbour 
Taskforce has now chosen 
its preferred design option 
for the harbour upgrade, 

which, it says, will improve 
the facility’s operations and 
resilience. 

A project management 
team will now consider a 
detailed design.

The taskforce members 
were this week remaining 
tight-lipped on the project 
costs – believed to be some-
where around £12 million 
– and a timescale for the 
works, but the announce-
ment had been expected, as 
reported in the Banner last 
month. If the costs are con-
fi rmed, it would be a signif-
icant improvement on the 
£5.6 million plan originally 
proposed by port owners 
Peel Ports.

Mr Yousaf, who was on 
Arran on Thursday for the 
opening of the new Brodick 
ferry terminal, said: ‘This 

The o�  cial opening ceremony for the newly upgraded Brodick ferry terminal took place on Thursday in front of a large 
group of invited guests from local community and those with an interest in ferries and harbours. The ceremony began 
with a short introduction from Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) chief executive Kevin Hobbs before Scottish 
Finance Secretary Derek Mackay delivered short speech and unveiled the opening plaque.
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Ardrossan harbour gets
multi-million upgrade

An artist’s impression of how the new terminal may look. 01_B17ardrossan01

New service to help Arran
provide affordable housing
A new service to help Arran 
tackle its serious housing 
problems has been launched 
by Rural Housing Scotland, 
the national charity which 
works to deliver affordable 
housing in rural communi-
ties.

A new RHS development 
offi cer has been appointed 
for Arran who will also cov-
er Lochaber and Argyll.  

Cameron Anson will help 
rural communities to take 
practical action to address 
local housing needs and to 
build sustainable rural com-
munities. 

The service will provide 
expert support to help com-
munities secure new af-
fordable housing in their 
area – helping communi-
ties quantify housing need 
and to develop practical 
solutions – with Mr An-

son advising communities 
how to take advantage of 
the Scottish Government’s 
£30 million Rural and Is-
lands Housing Fund to de-
liver badly needed afforda-
ble housing in the area.

The cronic lack of afforda-
ble housing on Arran has 
been repeatedly highlight-
ed by the Arran Econom-
ic Group which says it con-
tinues to impact the island’s 
ability to sustain or grow 
its current level of econom-
ic or social activity. It is es-
timated that 200 affordable 
homes are presently needed.

Chief executive Derek Lo-
gie said: ‘We are delighted 
to be able to launch a ded-
icated service to help ru-
ral communities in the West 
Highlands tackle the lack 
of affordable housing. We 
have over 20 years expe-

rience working with rural 
communities to deliver af-
fordable housing – helping 
secure housing in Gigha, 
Colonsay, Mull and Iona. 
We look forward to helping 
more communities develop 
local housing solutions.’

Mr Anson said: ‘That 
there’s not enough afforda-
ble housing is an all too 
common comment heard 
throughout rural Scotland. 
It’s heard regularly where 
I live on Mull and in many 
more communities.’ 

Mr Anson would like 
to hear from community 
groups or individuals on Ar-
ran if they have a housing 
project they think may be 
suitable for funding ahead 
of a planned visit. 

Phone 07933 424812 or 
at cameron@ruralhousing 
scotland.org

Continued from page one

is excellent news and I 
thank all the organisations 
that make up the taskforce 
for their efforts.

‘The Scottish Govern-
ment is committed to en-
suring that the Arran ferry 
service is fi t for the future. 
These plans will help bring 
greater resilience and relia-
bility to the link.

‘I look forward to contin-
uing this collaboration with 
the members of the task-
force as we work together 
to deliver this important 
project.’

There has been concern, 
following simulation tri-
als, that the new £48.5 mil-
lion Arran ferry, the MV 

Glen Sannox, due to come 
into service next year, may 
struggle to get in and out of 
Ardrossan harbour as it is 
eight metres longer than the 
MV Caledonian Isles.

The realigned berth is ex-
pected to address this issue 
and be able to cope with 
longer vessels in the future.

North Ayrshire Council 
leader Joe Cullinane has 
welcomed the decision, 
which comes almost ex-
actly one year on from the 
decision to retain the his-
toric Ardrossan to Brodick 
ferry route.

He said: ‘This is great 
news and means we can 
now press forward with the 
exciting plans for the har-
bour.

‘Alongside our partners 
on the working group, we 
have been working hard to 
ensure Ardrossan harbour 
is of a standard which will 
allow it to support the life-
line ferry services and the 
new vessel on the Arran 
route for many years to 
come.

‘We fought a long, hard 
campaign to retain the 
Ardrossan-Brodick and the 
Campbeltown ferry routes, 
so we are delighted that we 
can move on to the next 
stage.

‘We fully expect that once 
the improvement works 
have been carried out at 
harbour, it can be the cata-
lyst for the wider regenera-
tion of the Ardrossan area.

‘This also comes on the 
back of last week’s positive 
news about the Ayrshire 
Growth Deal, so we are 
excited about the potential 
of these projects to com-
pletely transform Ayrshire’s 
economic prospects.’

Cunninghame North MSP 
Kenneth Gibson, who is on 
the taskforce, said:   ‘Many 
island constituents have 
asked about the plans to 
develop the harbour. So, a 
year on from the success-

ful campaign to retain Ar-
drossan as Ayrshire’s port 
of choice to serve Arran, I 
am delighted that the pre-
ferred design option, of 
three considered, has been 
agreed.

‘The harbour upgrade 
has been deliberated over 
for some months, taking 
into account the size of the 
new vessel, berthing simu-
lations etc; and the design 
being taken forward is a 
signifi cant improvement 

on the “base” design orig-
inally considered.

‘We will now look at de-
tailing that design so that 
work at the harbour can 
begin at the earliest possi-
ble opportunity.’

The taskforce is chaired 
by the transport minister 
and made up of represent-
atives from North Ayrshire 
Council, Transport Scot-
land, Peel Ports, CalMac, 
CMAL, the Arran Econom-
ic Group and Mr Gibson.
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Milk and honey help see 
Sal celebrate centenary

Sal Bannatyne celebrated her 100th birthday last week with a large gathering of family 
and friends and a card from the Queen. 01_B15sal01

Arran’s newest centenari-
an, Sal Bannatyne, is a fa-
miliar face to many on Ar-
ran having served as an 
island postwoman for more 
than 31 years. And she cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday 
with a special card from the 
Queen.

Retiring in 1978 after 
many years of being the 
reliable and friendly face 
delivering mail on her bi-
cycle, through rain, sleet, 
snow and sunshine, Sal has 
lived a long and contented 
life surrounded by friends 
and family.

Born on Glenkiln Farm 
on April 7, 1918, she lived 
with her fi ve siblings and 
other farming families at 

Benlister, where her father 
was a ploughman. Living 
her entire life on Arran and 
meeting her husband there, 
Sal had two children with 
Jimmy Bannatyne – Shee-
na and Greta. There was 
one short period where Sal 
tried living on the mainland 
at nearby Lochgilphead but 
it was only for a few years 
before she wanted to return 
to Arran.

Longevity
Attributing her many 

years of honest, hard work 
as one of the reasons for her 
longevity, she also credits a 
glass of milk and a particu-
lar fondness for honey as 
helping to keep her healthy.

Sal enjoyed a huge gath-
ering of family and friends, 
some of whom travelled 

from the Isle of Skye, to 
celebrate her birthday last 
Saturday. Her home at Glen 
Estate sheltered housing 
is still adorned with dec-
orations and well over 70 
cards wishing her well on 
her special birthday. Sit-
ting on the mantelpiece, 
and one that she is particu-
larly fond of, is a card from 
the Queen offering her best 
wishes.

While mentioning that 
much had changed over 
the years on Arran, such as 
many of the old buildings 
which have been knocked 
down – her favourite being 
old dance venues and vil-
lage halls – she maintains 
her cheery outlook, warm 
smile and incredible sense 
of humour.
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New terminal has
to be evacuated
Travellers were evacuated 
from the new Brodick ferry 
terminal last Friday owing 
to a fi re alarm.

Two fi re appliances and 
a police unit attended the 
scene of the new terminal 
shortly after 3pm when a 
fi re alarm was activated af-
ter reports of a strong smell 
of electrical burning to-
wards the rear of the build-
ing, which houses the bio-
mass boiler.

Arriving passengers 
aboard the MV Caledoni-
an Isles waited out in the 
bay before being given the 
all-clear to dock by port of-
fi cials. The boat docked 
shortly before 4pm with 
the next scheduled depar-

Fundraising success warmly welcomed by RNLI

Bill Barr of Arran RNLI thanks CalMac’s Colin McCort for their 
fundraising e� orts, while the RNLI crew show o�  their new gear. 
Photo: Brian Donlin 

Ferry facilities must be fit for purpose, says MSP
Conservative politician 
Jamie Greene MSP visited 
the new Brodick ferry ter-
minal, with Arran Coun-
cillor Timothy Billings last 
week while on a surgery 
visit to the island.

The two politicians wel-
comed the signifi cant in-
vestment in the new termi-
nal and said that ensuring 
Arran was equipped with 
modern facilities was es-
sential in attracting tourism 

Jamie Greene MSP and 
Councillor Timothy Billings, 
pictured outside the new 
ferry terminal.  

and investment into the is-
land to help stimulate the 
economy, further develop 
Arran and provide a better 
standard of living for the is-
land community.

Lifeline
The west Scotland re-

gion MSP said: ‘Ferries 
are a lifeline service for 
Arran and island commu-
nities across Scotland. Is-
landers require reliable and 
frequent travel to the main-

land to access key services 
such as health care so it’s 
necessary that its ferry fa-
cilities are up to date and fi t 
for purpose.’

Councillor Billings said: 
‘The new ferry terminal 
makes clear that Arran is 
serious about promoting 
itself as a major destina-
tion for tourism and visi-
tors across the world and 
it shows us as a modern is-
land community.’

CalMac 
sta�  direct 
passengers
to the � re 
evacuation 
point 
during the 
evacuation. 
01_Bterminal01

ture only slightly delayed. 
A CalMac spokesman said: 
‘The evacuation of the ter-
minal at Brodick was or-

dered after a strong smell 
of electrical burning was 
reported. Although the fi re 
service found no evidence 

of burning or fi re, electri-
cians were called to investi-
gate as a precaution. These 
investigations are ongoing.’

Arran’s RNLI crew will 
be kept warmer when they 
are attending call-outs and 
training after receiving a 
generous donation from 

Caledonian MacBrayne 
staff. Between July and 
September last year, the 
staff at the CalMac offi ce 
in Brodick undertook the 

fundraising drive with all 
proceeds going to the Arran 
RNLI. Both CalMac staff 
and the lifeboat crew col-
lected donations from ferry 

local CalMac team and, 
through some hard work 
from both the team at Cal-
Mac and our crew, we have 
been able to by some fan-
tastic training kit and some 
new operational kit for the 
crew.

‘Everyone at Arran RNLI 
would like to offer a very 
large thank you to the staff 
at Brodick CalMac for 
their efforts and we are 
all thrilled to have warm-
er conditions on both call-
outs and training to look 
forward to.’

The Arran RNLI, which 
is a registered charity, pro-
vides 24-hour search and 
rescue service around 
Arran and further afi eld, 
and relies solely on volun-
tary donations and legacies 
to maintain its rescue ser-
vices.

passengers, in-
cluding old pound 
coins which were 
being taken out 
of service, raising 
more than £2,000.

The funds were 
used to provide 
all crew members 
with a full set of 
thermals and the 
remainder will be 
used to purchase 
training equip-
ment.

Arran RNLI op-
erations manager 
Bill Barr said: 
‘We’re thrilled to 
have such excel-
lent links with the 

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.cruizebarbrasserie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

family
friendly dining

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am, 
lunch from 12pm - 4.30pm and

dinner from 5pm.

Serving a wide selection of hot and cold drinks 
as well as tasty snacks throughout the day.

There is even a small soft play area for the 
little ones to burn off some energy!

open daily from 7am

fresh produce
sourced as
locally as
possible
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The Goatfell Torch-
light Challenge has raised 
£4,495.13 for the Arran 
Rangers Service Team and 
the Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team.

The funds, which were 

Participants light a beacon at the summit of Goatfell.
Photo: Jackie Newman

Hearing aid support on Arran
The charity Action on Hearing Loss Scot-
land has announced dates over the next 
three months when hearing aid users, both 
existing and new, can drop in for help and 
support.

The support will be available between 
11am and 1pm at Brodick Library on 
Wednesday April 25, Wednesday May 23, 
and Wednesday June 27.

On these dates volunteers who have been 
trained by NHS audiology will provide 
batteries and replacement tubing for NHS 
hearing aid users as sharing information 
on issues relating to hearing loss.

People will be shown how to get the most 

out of their hearing aids so they can hear 
more clearly and follow conversations 
with family, friends and colleagues.

Action on Hearing Loss Scotland’s Fiona 
Goodwin said: ‘We look forward to wel-
coming existing and new service users at 
our upcoming drop-ins.

Vital support
‘Hear to Help offers vital support for is-

landers – including assistive equipment 
which could make everyday life easier.’

For more information about Action on 
Hearing Loss Scotland, telephone 01563 
533280 or email fi ona.goodwin@hearin-
gloss.org.uk.

Kate Sampson of the Arran Rangers presents members of 
the Arran Mountain Rescue Team with a cheque for £1,800 
from the Goatfell Torchlight Challenge. Photo Corinna Goeckeritz 

raised by sponsorship of 
the 50 climbers who creat-
ed a night-time beacon at 
the summit of the moun-
tain, replicated on Ben Lo-
mond, is shared between 
the two organisations.

The AMRT received 
£1,798.05 towards train-
ing, equipment and running 
costs, while the remain-
der of the funds will go to-
wards repairs on the main 
Goatfell path.

Improving
This summer a team will 

be working on improving 
the route through the boul-
der fi eld on the shoulder of 
Goatfell and these funds 
will go some way to assist 
these costs.

Upland mountain foot-
path repairs require skilled 
workers who can endure 
long walks in and hard 
physical work – often in 
poor weather conditions. 
As part of the National 
Trust for Scotland’s ethos 

of ensuring that the moun-
tain paths fi t in with the 
landscape, the work under-
taken will utilise locally-
won stone and landscaping 
techniques sensitive to the 
fragile mountain fl ora.

Kate Sampson of the Ar-
ran Rangers said: ‘A very 
big thank you to all partic-
ipants who took part in the 
2017 challenge and helped 
to raise this much appre-
ciated and fantastic sum 
of money for these worth-
while causes.

‘The challenge will be 
happening again this year 
on Saturday September 
15, and is guaranteed to be 
a night to remember. Get 
your torch batteries charg-
ing!’

Torchlight Challenge 
brings funding boost
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Prince Albert II lends 
his support to MPAs
A leading European mon-
arch, and a good friend of 
Arran, Prince Albert II of 
Monaco, was in Scotland 
this week voicing his sup-
port for Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs), including  
the one in Lamlash.

The ruling monarch of the 
Principality of Monaco is 

Gail’s work on show 
at Arran library

An example of Gail’s work.

The current featured artist at Arran Library in Brodick 
is Gail Wooll-Rivers, whose work will be on display 
throughout April.

Gail hails from Nottingham, where she studied dis-
plays and interiors at college. She also completed a 
garden design course at York and has worked in the 
education sector with primary pupils and adults.

Her work is with oils, acrylics and textiles but also 
involves creations from driftwood which she collects 
from her local beach.

Gail and her family have holidayed on Arran since 
1993 and moved to Arran permanently in 2016. She 
now runs the Craigview Gallery and Studio in Shan-
nochie, which is part of the Arran Art Trail and Arran 
Open Studios. The gallery will open on Tuesday May 
1 at 10.30am.

Prince Albert at Lady Jean’s funeral on Arran last year. 
01_B15albert01

a relative of the late Lady 
Jean Fforde and spent some 
of his formative years on 
Arran during family holi-
days. His last visit was in 
October last year on the sad 
occasion of  Lady Jean’s 
funeral.

Launching a conference 
at the University of Edin-

burgh, he outlined the Mo-
naco Blue Initiative. The 
prince also met with ocean-
ographers and marine ex-
perts to discuss the issues 
that face the world’s oceans 
and marine life.

Important
In an interview with the 

BBC, Prince Albert said: 
‘The recognition that 
oceans have to be taken 
into consideration when 
you consider all issues con-
cerning the environment, 
with climate change at the 
forefront of that, I think is 
extremely important.

‘Half of the air we breathe 
is produced by the oceans 
and if you just want to take 
home that concept then 
that’s reason enough for us 
to be concerned about our 
oceans.’

The conference detailed 
the need for the establish-

ment, protection and scien-
tifi c study of  MPAs and the 
desire of seeing a wealth of 
them around the globe.

Prince Albert added: ‘The 
subject of marine protected 
areas is extremely produc-
tive. It provides essential 
strategies for the broader 
issues of biodiversity pro-
tection, preservation of ma-
rine areas and, more impor-
tantly, man’s harmonious 
co-existence with his natu-
ral environment.’

The Monaco Blue Initi-
ative conference, which 
took place in Edinburgh 
last weekend, was attend-
ed by the chief executive 
offi cer of the oceanograph-
ic institute, the French am-
bassador of the oceans and 
a number of leading heads 
of international environ-
mental groups and organi-
sations.
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End of an era as last 
island class retires

Stuart Craig, left, and Gordon Law of the Clyde River Steamer Club joined CalMac’s  
Jonathan Davies for a last look around the vessel.

The MV Eigg, the last 
Island-class ferry in the 
CalMac fl eet, which helped 
open up new routes to Ar-
ran, is retiring from west 
coast service.

The eight-strong Island-
class were introduced 
from 1972, with the Eigg 
launched in 1975. At 75ft 
long and 21ft wide, she is 
capable of carrying 75 pas-
sengers and fi ve cars.

Although her main route 
was Oban-Lismore, she 
was occasionally to be 
found operating out of 
Lochranza. She also served 
as Kilchoan-Tobermory 
ferry from 1996 to 1998 
and was latterly relief ves-
sel on a number of shorter 
routes.

The vessels opened up 
new routes for CalMac to 
Arran and Mull and, being 
virtually interchangeable, 
they greatly increased the 
fl exibility of the fl eet. They 
also improved services to 
the communities on Gigha, 
Iona and Lismore.

Jonathan Davies, Cal-
Mac’s small vessel tech-
nical superintendent, said: 
‘The MV Eigg is the oldest 
vessel in our fl eet and she is 
the last of the Island-class. 

‘It really is the end of era 
with her leaving the fl eet.’ 

The MV Eigg has now 
been handed back to owner 
Caledonian Maritime As-
sets Ltd, which is expected 
to announce a buyer for the 
vessel shortly.

Fèis Arainn 
goes online
Fèis Arainn will be back 
this year in July and, for 
the fi rst time, it can now be 
found online and on social 
media.

The organisation, which 
celebrates Scotland’s Gael-
ic culture, now has a web-
site www.feisarainn.com 
and a Facebook page Fèis 
Arainn.

This year’s event will 
take place from Tuesday 
July 24 to Friday July 27 
and participants are now 
able to register and pay 
online.

Feis Arrain will be doing  
school visits again and 
will have several of this 
year’s tutors doing taster 
workshops with the 
primaries and Arran 
High School on Thursday 
April 19 and Friday 
April 20.

There will also be a 
ceilidh on Friday April 20  
in Brodick church hall at 
7.30pm which is open to 
everyone to come along.

*Terms and Conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but 
can be subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE February 2018. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 7 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Thought for the Week
‘Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the 
new has come. All this is 
from God, who through 
Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the 
ministry of reconcilia-
tion.’ 2 Cor 5:17

Infrastructure
woes on Arran
Sir,
So the long-awaited £30m 
ferry terminal doesn’t work 
properly. No surprises there 
then. I along with many 
others had to embark and 
disembark via the car ramp 
last week as we’ve had to 
before the big investment. 
A nice introduction to the 
visitors, who contribute to 
the local economy, so that 
they can have their fi llings 
rattled and tyres and sus-
pensions blown by the is-
land’s terrible roads. And 
as for the cyclists they 
might be lucky enough to 
get away with a few cuts 
and bruises as they get 
pitched into a pothole.

But wait!  There is news 
of the council’s £1m pro-
posed investment in the 
roads. £1m sounds like a lot 
but it won’t go very far at 
today’s prices. Maybe part 
of the investment will go to 
supplying a few more team 
members with shovels and 
buckets of fi ller which will 
get washed away in the 
fi rst rain. Or maybe we’ll 
be lucky and some prop-
er heavy machinery with 
skilled operators will ar-
rive. Or maybe not.

The very large hole in the 
road at Whiting Bay is a 
good example of ‘let’s ig-
nore problems and they 
may go away’. Over two 
years ago I reported the 
potential future problems 
in store by not attending 
to obvious erosion of the 
sandstone wall on which 
the new sea wall had been 
seated. The council offi ce 
reply was ‘we are aware of 
the situation’. Obviously 
they weren’t.

Arran is a beautiful island 
visited by visitors from all 
over the world  It has some 
wonderful tourist attrac-
tions. Rotten roads and the 
absence of public toilets are 

not two of them. On the lat-
ter point, I fi nd it surprising 
that a house located close 
to a sewage pipe running 
underneath a public road 
still has to use a septic tank. 

Arran isn’t part of the 
Third World – come on, let 
us embrace the 21st centu-
ry. Still it’s comforting to 
know that the council taxes 
are being put to good use – 
for something or other. 

Disillusioned and disap-
pointed.

Yours,
David Roberts
Whiting Bay

Warnings ignored
Sir,
I note with great interest 
the comments of the Cal-
Mac interim managing di-
rector, Robbie Drummond, 
in last week’s Banner, 
warning that passengers 
are facing widespread dis-
ruption on Scotland’s ferry 
network and attributing the 
cause to potential break-
downs and delays due to its 
increasingly ageing fl eet.

This problem has not just 
suddenly arisen; any study 
of the rate of build of the 
larger vessels shows an un-
deniable decline in the ves-
sels per annum entering the 
fl eet in the last 11 years. 

For the communities con-
cerned, their economies 
and their visitors, it is the 
consequences of an ageing 
fl eet that are the real con-
cern, and they are twofold 
– it causes both capacity is-
sues and mechanical unre-
liability. Suffi cient capacity 
to meet demand and relia-
bility are key. 

Unreliability for extreme 
weather is understandable 
and we live with it. Unreli-
ability and lack of capacity 
caused by neglect and lack 
of investment – and even 
worse, bad investment us-
ing public funds – is not ac-
ceptable.

The present fl eet is no-
where near suffi cient to al-
low for breakdowns or a 
properly managed and nec-
essary annual dry docking 
maintenance programme 
and other unforeseen con-
tingencies. It is incontro-
vertible that the older the 
vessels, the more mainte-
nance required thus more 
down time and more ex-
pense. The fl eet is almost 
certainly two large vessels 
short to meet today’s needs 
over and above the two cur-
rently in build. 

Mr Drummond correct-
ly addresses the distinc-
tion between CalMac and 
CMAL, the former being 
the operators and the lat-
ter the owners of the ves-
sels and ports. However 
what is critical but seldom 
understood is that both are 
bound to seek the approv-
al of Transport Scotland 
(TS) and thus effectively 
the approval of the Trans-
port Minister. 

It is with TS that the caus-
es of all of the problems lie, 
not with the operators. But 
it was CalMac who took on 
the recently-let eight-year 
contract knowing the state 
of the fl eet and the increas-
ing demand – it is coming 
back to bite it already and 
to that extent it is complicit.

Future ferry projects must 
learn quickly from the mis-
takes in concept, manage-
ment, and scope of the 
current costly Brodick to 
Ardrossan and Uig triangle 
projects with possible fi nal 
costs in the region of £200m. 
No part of these projects has 
run to schedule with the 
‘state of the art’ but totally 
unnecessary overpriced and 
untested gas-driven vessels 
delayed by up to two years. 
In that time at least three or 
possibly four conventional 
vessels could have been in 
service.

Mr Drummond, in his 
upfront ‘new broom’ ap-

proach merely forewarns 
the traveller, but this does 
nothing to resolve the prob-
lems, namely the fl eet age 
and size.

Yours
Neil Arthur
Kilpatrick

Levy charge
Sir,
With the rapid deteriora-
tion of the road network on 
the island and the sharp in-
crease on tourist to the is-
land following RET, cou-
pled with reduced funding 
of the local authority, it 
would appear that we could 
devise a simple but effec-
tive tariff to compensate 
the island and improve it 
directly for the visitors and 
residents alike.

CalMac stated in its annu-
al report for 2016 fi gures: 
‘The busiest route overall 
in the network continues to 
be Ardrossan in North Ayr-
shire to Brodick on the Isle 
of Arran, carrying 828,262 
people and 202,843 cars in 
2016 – a rise of 8.7 per cent 
and 6.84 per cent respec-
tively’.

It would seem fair that 
non-island residents paid 
a levy of say £1 per return 
passenger and £10 per car 
and £20 per campervan or 
caravan (irrespective of 
size) and this would be paid 
to the island at the end of 
each fi nancial year for road 
improvements and a per-
centage to community im-
provements. This is no dif-
ferent to the city/local tax 
levied on hotel rooms in 
many other countries. The 
overall cost to the traveler 
would still be less than pri-
or to RET and would help 
the island communities and 
ensure that the future over-
all experience for tourist 
would be maintained.

Yours,
John McFaull
Bogarie Kennels

All eyes on 
Ardrossan
As Brodick’s new ferry ter-
minal is offi cially opened, 
it is good to see some pro-
gress being made at Ardros-
san. The mainland harbour 
owners were quick to make 
big promises when they 
were fi ghting to retain the 
ferry service, but it has tak-
en a government-led task-
force to get us to this stage 
– but now all eyes are on 
Ardrossan.

At least it has now been 
recognised, well in advance 
of the arrival of the new fer-
ry, that the main berth needs 
to be realigned to give her a 
fi ghting chance to provide 
the same, or hopefully bet-
ter, reliability than the MV 
Caledonian Isles.

But a lot of work still 
needs to be done to get to 
the construction stage and 
that must press ahead soon. 

The creation of a new 
linkspan and a new  ter-
minal building will also 
take time, given it took two 
years in Brodick, albeit for 
a much bigger project.

Arran’s new ferry, the 
MV Glen Sannox, could ar-
rive in time for next sum-
mer and it would be great if 
the new infrastructure is in 
place in Ardrossan by that 
date. But that will take se-
rious commitment from all 
the members of the harbour 
taskforce, and in particular 
owners Peel Ports, to make 
it a reality.
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Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG
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www.mozmurray.co.uk
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HAVE YOU 
SEEN THE 
NEW-LOOK 
SCOTTISH 
FIELD

SCOTTISH FIELD HAS A FRESH NEW  
LOOK - MAY ISSUE ON SALE NOW

Ewan McGregor’s life less ordinary... 
Discover the magic of Dumfries & 

Galloway... Rosamunde Pilcher... Otter 
madness... Scotland’s best photography... 

20 pages of fashion & interiors

Arran’s young musicians 
help to bring home gold
Three Arran High School 
pupils, who are part of the 
North Ayrshire Senior Con-
cert Band, have helped 
the musicians win a gold 
award at the National Con-
cert Band Festival (NCBF) 
in Manchester.

Alison Provan, Innis 
Thorborn and Lois Ashley 
helped secure the second 
gold award of the weekend 
for North Ayrshire after the 

junior band also earned a 
gold award for its perfor-
mance.

Well received
The three performanc-

es by the senior band - The 
Shining Sword by Rob 
Wiffi n; Lux Aurumque by 
Eric Whitacre and the ex-
tremely challenging Blue 
Shades by Frank Ticheli  - 
were well received by the 
adjudicators and narrowly 

missed out on a platinum 
award.

The schools’ senior band 
has a long history of suc-
cess at the national heat of 
the NCBF – winning plati-
num in 2015, gold in 2016 
and platinum in 2017.

Mae Murray, music ser-
vice manager, said: ‘I can’t 
express how proud I am 
of our talented groups of 
young musicians.

‘Each and every one of 
them has put in a great 
amount of effort to pre-
pare for this competition 
and they did not disappoint 
when they got on stage at 
the weekend.

Talents
‘Their performances per-

fectly showcased their tal-
ents and coming home 
with two gold awards is the 
cherry on top.’

North Ayrshire Provost Ian Clarkson welcomes the gold winning Senior Concert Band back home after their perfor-
mance in Manchester.

Fèis Arainn Ceilidh 
& Website Launch

Featuring

G���i�� Fr��� �n� 
F�n�l�� N�����

supported by
Mu�i�i�n� �r�� F�i� Ar����

Brodick Church Hall
Friday 20th April at 7:30pm

Tickets on door £5, £12 Family.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

SPRING FAIR  
Pirnmill Primary & Early Years Class will be 

holding the above event on 
SATURDAY 21st APRIL from 12-2pm

Come and join in the fun with Beat the 
Zorb/Goalkeeper and Duelling Zorbs.

Raffle     TombolaSoup & Sandwiches     Homebaking
and much more!

We thank you in advance 
for your continued support.

Age Scotland calls for action on council cuts
Scotland’s leading charity for older 
people has warned that cuts to social 
care budgets and community servic-
es are having a devastating impact on 
the health and wellbeing of those in 
later life.

 Age Scotland is calling on the Scot-
tish Government to work with coun-
cils to safeguard services for old-
er people and combat loneliness and 
isolation.

 The latest research by the Accounts 

Commission shows that councils are 
struggling to meet demand for social 
care in the face of growing demand. 

The report highlighted ‘signifi cant 
concerns’ about availability and qual-
ity of social care in many council ar-
eas.

 Brian Sloan, Chief executive of 
Age Scotland, said: ‘As council 
budgets are increasingly squeezed, 
this is having a devastating impact 
on older people throughout Scotland. 

We hear from people across Scotland 
who are struggling to care for old-
er relatives or facing long waits for 
care packages to be put in place. This 
can result in their health deteriorating 
faster with a knock-on impact on hos-
pital admissions.

‘At the same time, cuts to com-
munity centres, leisure facilities and 
support services will have a signifi -
cant impact on physical and mental 
health of older Scots.’  
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Volunteers rally for the big 
Brodick beach clean-up

Words and pictures by
Colin Smeeton

More than 55 volunteers – ranging in age 
from toddlers to pensioners – turned out for 
the Brodick Bay beach clean where, armed 
with pickers and bags, they scoured Brod-
ick beach and Fishermen’s Walk, leaving the 
area looking much cleaner and tidier.

The event last Saturday was organised by 
Hilary Paton of Cambuslang with the help of 
Brodick residents Lenny Hartley and Chris 
Atkins. Arran businesses also offering their 
support, included Homestyles, which provid-

ed gloves for the volunteers, and the Brod-
ick Co-op, which provided warm food and 
drinks for the participants. 

North Ayrshire Council provided bags, 
pickers and a vehicle for rubbish remov-
al, while council employee Euan Rutherford 
provided his time, knowledge and enthusi-
asm to the project.

Making a visible difference to the amount 
of waste and litter on the beach, much of 
it blown in from the winter’s severe 
easterly winds, volunteers picked up more 
than 50 bags of refuse and waste that was 

Litter blitz in Whiting Bay
Whiting Bay and Districts Improvements 
Association also held a litter pick, beach 
clean and a general tidy up in Whiting Bay 
last Sunday.

Treasurer Lesley Wood said: ‘A huge 
thank you to the 38 folk, especially the 
children, who came along and helped. It 

was another brilliant community effort 
and really helps to free our beaches and 
hedgerows of lots of plastic and other rub-
bish, which would otherwise lie there for 
years and years endangering marine life, 
birds, other creatures and ultimately our-
selves.’

The litter collected from Whiting Bay beach. 

A small selection of the volunteers who cleaned up Brodick Beach and Fishermen’s Walk last weekend.  01_B15beach01

Organiser Hilary Paton ensures that volunteers have all of 
the equipment that they need. 01_B15beach07

Volunteers enjoy a cold drink and snack donated by the Co-op while a van loaded with 
refuse bags can be seen ready to depart. 01_B15beach06
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Volunteers rally for the big 
Brodick beach clean-up

then transported to the municipal dump for 
proper disposal.

Among the plethora of plastic waste and 
golf balls found, some of the more unusu-
al items found included a purse containing 
cash, electricity pylon paraphernalia, bags of 
fi rewood and a set of false teeth.

Organiser Hilary said: ‘A great big thank 
you to everyone who turned up for the beach 
clean. It has been a fantastic success with 
such a large turnout of volunteers, and their 
families, who have come to show their sup-
port.

‘Thank you too must also go to Liz and 
Carol of the Brodick Co-op and Arran Home-
styles. Also North Ayrshire Council and par-
ticularly Euan Rutherford who has played a 
signifi cant part in helping to inspire the vol-
unteers and clear the beach of refuse.’

Hilary, who regularly holidays on Ar-
ran and who has been visiting since child-
hood, decided to arrange the beach clean af-
ter seeing the state of the shore and having 
experience with organising similar events in 
Cambuslang with the assistance of her local 
authority, South Lanarkshire Council.

The Popplewell family set to work 
and make an immediate impact 
with their excellent team e� ort.  
01_B15beach02

A small selection of the volunteers who cleaned up Brodick Beach and Fishermen’s Walk last weekend.  01_B15beach01

Volunteers search among the seaweed for litter and 
plastic that has been brought ashore with the tide. 
01_B15beach05

Leaving no stone unturned, volunteers scour the beach for any discarded or washed up 
litter. 01_B15beach03

With such large numbers, volunteers made quick work of the beach and move towards 
the tidal lagoon behind the beach. 01_B15beach04
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£25,000 funding 
boost for farm

Jennifer MacDonald of Woodside Farm has received a funding boost for the business. 

Woodside Arran, a com-
munity-supported organ-
ic farm and delivery busi-
ness, has been awarded a 
£25,000 grant, which will 
allow it to hire its fi rst 
member of staff.

It is the second fund-
ing boost for the Kildo-
nan-based social enterprise 
in the past six months, after 
director Jennifer MacDon-
ald was voted a young so-
cial innovator for 2017 and 
won £5,000 in the national 
competition organised by 
Firstport, Scotland’s social 
enterprise development 
agency.

The latest grant, from 
Firstport’s Build It pro-
gramme, was announced to 
coincide with the launch of 
the social innovation com-
petition 2018.

This year’s competition is 
celebrating Scotland’s Year 
of Young People by look-

Market report from Stirling
United Auctions had forward 1,378 store 
cattle and 2,112 store hoggs at their sale at 
Stirling on Wednesday April 4.

Leading prices were: store cattle – LimX 
blks, £870, 305p, Balgowan; CharX blks, 
£835, 278p, Hawthorne; AAX blks, £705, 
285p, Glenkiln; B&W blks, £600, 152p, 

Tighnafreoch; LimX hfrs, £770, 260p, 
Balgowan; CharX hfrs, £820, 276p, Haw-
thorne; AAX hfrs, £605, 243p, Glenkiln; 
B&W hfrs, £1010, 155p, Tighnafreoch; 
B&W cows, £705, 133p, Tighnahreoch.

Sheep – BF hoggs £55.50, North San-
nox.

ing for innovative and en-
terprising new ideas for 
working with and for Scot-
land’s young people. It of-
fers three £5,000 awards, 
combined with tailored 
support from Firstport to 
refi ne and develop these 
ideas. The winners, includ-
ing one young social inno-
vator aged under 30, will 
be announced in the au-
tumn.

Firstport chief executive 
Josiah Lockhart said: ‘We 
are delighted to see the pro-
gress of our 2017 social in-
novation winners, includ-
ing Woodside Arran, which 
has just received a £25,000 
grant from our Build It pro-
gramme to expand further.

‘This year we are mark-
ing Year of Young Peo-
ple 2018 by asking people 
to come up with innova-
tive ideas and solutions to 
social issues or challeng-

es affecting young people 
aged between eight and 26. 
This could be through giv-
ing them access to new op-
portunities, helping them 
to overcome barriers and 
inequalities, or improving 
their quality of life.

Jennifer said: ‘Winning 
the social innovation com-
petition gave us a huge 
boost of confi dence, but 
also allowed us to support 
more people to access our 
services a lot quicker than 
we would have been able 
to on our own.

‘It has fast tracked our 
business by about six 
months and allowed us to 
carry out a lot of the ac-
tivities we didn’t think we 
would be able to do, at a 
very challenging time for 
farming.

‘Winning allowed us to 
look ahead to the 2018 sea-
son and prepare for where 

we want to be by the end of 
the year, rather than having 
to make do with where we 
are now.

‘Being awarded the Build 
It grant is incredible news 
–  not only does it guaran-
tee that we will be self-suf-
fi cient within one year, but 
it means we can take on a 
member of staff straight 
away to help us with both 
the busy growing season 
and getting more people in-
volved with our local food 
network. 

‘This will allow us to 
build on the momentum 
we have created so far and 
reach the many people who 
live on Arran and who will 
visit this year.’

For more information on 
how to enter the social in-
novation competition de-
tails can be found at www.
fi rstport.org.uk/socialinno-
vation

Lochranza and 
Catacol draw
The winners of the 
Lochranza and Catacol 
200 Club March draw 
were: fi rst prize Vic-
tor Warren, second prize 
Lorna Hallyburton.



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                    Garden only open 9am-dusk
Cafe and Isle be Wild                                                                               Brodick Castle, 10am - 4pm 
Soap making and candle-dipping Arran Aromatics                                       Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum,                                                        Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am to 4.30pm
Arran Brewery                                                                     Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm
                                                                                 Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm, Sun - Closed

Saturday 14th April
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am - noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am -1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                      Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Donald and James memorial darts competition                                                 Kilmory Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Fatman and the Angel                          Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8.00pm
Live music – Hot Love, tribute to T-Rex and the 1970s                                  The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 15th April
Live music –  Shenanigans                                  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm - 4pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Live music – The Drystones, two fi ne and talented folk musicians              The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
AA meeting                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 16th April
Morning fi tness                                                                            Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                              9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Over-50s badminton                                                                      Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm - 4pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult tennis                                                                        Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                     Ormidale Park, 6pm - 7.30pm
Circuit training                                                                                        Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Summer bridge, visitors welcome                                   Arran High School, 6.15pm for 6.30pm start
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                  Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                       Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm - 9pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live music – The Buchaneers                                   Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8.00pm

Tuesday 17th April
Arran Vets surgery                                                                    9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                                NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                       Bowling Club, 2pm
Beginners and general queries information technology – Duan Bruce        Glen Estate Lounge, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga,                                                                                                                  Corrie Hall, 6pm 
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                            Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie winter bowls                                                                                                 Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                              Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Fiona’s FitSteps                                                                                              Arran High School, 7pm
Scottish country dancing                                                               Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 18th April
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                     9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am

www.arranbrewery.com
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Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Elderly Forum                                                              Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am for 11am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                                   St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Bus Pass Club free soup                                                   The PHT, Lamlash, 12noon -2.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Arran fi lms – Edward O’Donnelly                                                       Glen Estate Lounge, 2pm
Zumba Gold ,                                                                    Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                          Brodick Church Hall, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
RUNclub, mixed ability, qualifi ed coaches                                  Invercloy Co-op car park 5.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                     Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwon Do                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm - 9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do                 Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Live music – Folk Like Us                                       Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8.00pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                 PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock and pop bingo                                                                                Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 19th April
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness,       Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Lingo Flamingo, Spanish, Pablo Illera                            Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club                                                     Lesser Hall, Whiting Bay, 2pm
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm 
Adult tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Arran ladies’ netball                                                                          Arran High School, 6 - 7pm
Ladies’ hockey                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8pm
Badminton                                                                                      Shiskine Hall, Shiskine, 7pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                      Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                         Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 20th April
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                                 Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
T’ai Chi and chair T’ai Chi – Sue Thurogood                  Glen Estate Lounge, Brodick, 11.30am
AHS Enactus, My Childhood                            Arran High School, Lamlash, 11.30am - 2.15pm
Smart Recovery meeting, all welcome                         Lamlash High School, Lamlash, 6.00pm
Steak night – build your own steak from £9.99 for rump          The PHT, Lamlash, from 5pm 
Lochranza children’s badminton                                                  Lochranza Hall, 6pm - 8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm - 9pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Friday night quiz                                                 Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy                                     Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8pm 
Poker, pool and darts                                                                                             The PHT, Lamlash        

Saturday 21st April
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Pirnmill Primary School spring fair                               Pirnmill Primary School, 12noon - 2pm 
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                      Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Mic Clarky                                   Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 8.00pm
Live music – Overhaul, Scottish alternative rock band                          The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Furniture ranges available for home delivery 

including Habitat and Schreiber made to measure 

furniture. Full planning, design and installation 

service throughout Argyll, Lochaber & the Islands for 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms. 

No other major or minor supplier comes close to the 

design and installation service we offer. Combine 

this with our guarantees & fi nancial services and 

there is no reason to look elsewhere. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.

We will price

match and better by

10% 

any comparable written 

quotation on any of

our showroom 

ranges. 
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Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family � rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream � oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge as soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reduce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and arti� cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) � avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer than 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from strong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the milk within three days or the 

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the south 

of the island. 

Arran Dairies A4 leaflet.indd   1
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Coffee Shop
Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local meats along with fresh fi sh.
Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Farm Shop
Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.
Wigwams
Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Rural Skills
Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information
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for  colour 
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For all your printing needs

Delving into the history 
of the castle treasures
Arran Historical Society 
members enjoyed a reveal-
ing and entertaining talk 
about some of the historical 
treasures held at Brodick 
Castle by Sue Mills of the 
National Trust for Scotland 
at their March meeting.

Starting with the fi rst 
Duke of Hamilton in the 
17th century, members 
learned of his rich past and 
his ultimate demise. A par-
ticipant during the religious 
wars involving parliament, 
Charles I and the Presby-
terians in Scotland, the 
King initially had him im-
prisoned for failing him in 
Scotland.

After he was released, he 
turned to parliament, he 
then committed himself to 
Charles II and commanded 
a Royalist army which was 

Military display rolls into Brodick
Arran Heritage Museum 
will be hosting a display 
of classic military vehicles 
later this month at its Rosa-
burn home in Brodick.

Mounted by the Scottish 
Military Vehicles Group, 
which is spending a week-
end on the island, there will 
be a selection of lovingly 
restored machines on dis-
play on the museum lawn 
from 12.30pm to 3.30pm 
on Sunday April 22.

The group is a collection 
of enthusiasts who own, re-
store and run military ve-
hicles. While many of the 
vehicles in Scotland are of 
Second World War vintage, 
there are also quite a num-
ber of  post-war types.

The group’s membership Arran Heritage Museum.

is spread over the whole 
of Scotland with members 
supporting events such as 
Armed Forces Day, Re-
membrance Day, Poppy 
Day and regimental and 
veteran reunions, as well 
as various military and vin-
tage vehicle events held 

throughout the UK and 
Europe.

The museum invites any-
one with their own restored 
military machines of what-
ever description to bring 
them along on the morning 
of the display to add to the 
selection on show.

A jade, ruby and emerald bowl from the Brodick Castle collection. 

defeated by a parliamentary 
army at the battle of Pres-
ton. He was then impris-
oned and beheaded by the 
parliamentarians and in the 
castle is the Bible he is re-
puted to have carried to his 
execution.

Intricate
Sue continued with the 

history of the family, de-
scribing their recovery 
from setbacks and their de-
velopment into the premier 
family in Scotland. 

She then described a 
wooden table cabinet 
which may have originated 
at this time. It is an intricate 
object with many draw-
ers for curiosities obtained 
during the Grand Tour, or a 
store for fossils at the time 
of the Enlightenment.

The family developed 

Hamilton Palace into the 
largest, richest and one 
of the foremost mansion 
houses in Britain over the 
next 150 years. 

Robert Adam was respon-
sible for some of the design 
of Hamilton Palace. The 
family collected a vast se-
lection of old masters and 
commissioned contem-
porary paintings and por-
traits by Constable, Gains-
borough, Raeburn, Ramsay 
and others. These were 
bought with the income 
from their estates and mar-
riage alliances to rich heir-
esses.

The 10th Duke married 
Susan Beckworth in 1810. 
Her father was an avid col-
lector of objects of silver, 
jade, jewels and horn ac-
quired during his travels 

abroad and on the Grand 
Tour. A dinner set of por-
celain was commissioned 
with armorial badges of 
the Hamilton and Beckford 
family.

Sue also described some 
of the satirical prints, the 
ones suitable for public 
viewing, of the extreme 
fashions and hairstyles in 
the late 18th century.

The wealth obtained 
by the Hamilton family 
from coal mining in the 
19th century was vast. The 

11th Duke was a dandy 
and a gambler who totally 
depleted the family fortune. 

By 1880, they had to sell 
their assets with a debt of 
£1 million, the equiva-
lent of £100 million today. 
There was a sale of pos-
sessions at Christie’s Auc-
tion House in 1882 where 
works of the old masters, 
silver, porcelain and crock-
ery were sold. 

Christie’s produced a 
complete catalogue to list 
all of the items. Despite 

this an astounding variety 
of pieces remain in Brod-
ick Castle.

Hamilton Palace would 
later suffer from coal min-
ing subsidence and, with its 
upkeep insurmountable, it 
was demolished in 1928.

The next meeting of the 
society will be on Monday 
April 16 at 2pm in Brod-
ick Hall when Neil Clark 
from the Hunterian Muse-
um at Glasgow University 
will talk on the geology of 
Arran.
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Music festival
The 69th Arran Music Festival kicked off 
last Thursday with the ever-popular Scot-
tish country dancing.
 In the run up to the festival much has 
been made of the bug going round the 
schools, dramatically reducing the num-
ber of entries this year.
 Adjudicator Mr Aitkenhead declared him-
self impressed with the turnout and was 
constructive in his criticism of any faults. 
His manner and deportment were so prop-
er that it was no surprise to learn that he 
had been previously been a major in the 
Indian Army.
 This year the festival is actually in its 75th 
year although, owing to a break during the 
war, it has not been held every year. Many 
of the cups and trophies still bear the date 
of the fi rst winners from 1923.

Broken promises
The Co-op in Brodick, it was said at the 
community council on Tuesday, is about 
to start selling newspapers. This, said 
Stewart Walls who introduced the topic, 
makes a complete nonsense of the prom-
ise that the Co-op gave before it built its 
large new supermarket. ‘Councillors will 
remember that there was a verbal promise 
made by the Co-op that they would not en-
croach on other businesses.’
 The building of the new Co-op was, at 
the time, a matter of great concern to small 
shopkeepers. Since then it has gradually 
expanded the lines it sells with videos and 

plants being the ones which most notice-
ably affected shops.
 It was also said by shopkeepers at the 
meeting that they thought  the promises 
were given at the time to allay concerns, 
but that there was no intention of keeping 
them. They asked if the move was a cal-
culated deception or merely just the way 
that big business works. Councillor John 
Sillars said: ‘Verbal assurances don’t stand 
for anything and it is naive to think that 
they’d have to be held to that.’

Water worries
Charles Fforde said at last Tuesday’s com-
munity council meeting that he had been 
approached by West of Scotland Water 
about building a pumping station oppo-
site the Book and Card Centre. It seems 
that this was to be a short-term method of 
improving the sewage situation, prior to a 
treatment plant being built later towards 
the coup area.
 Mr Fforde also raised the subject of lit-
ter and sewage on the beach. He said 
that North Ayrshire Council was saying 
it was the responsibility of West of Scot-
land Water which, in turn, said it was up 
to North Ayrshire Council. Without reach-
ing a conclusion, the conversation moved 
to a new water pipeline that would extend 
from Lochranza to Pirnmill and whether it 
could extend to Whitefarland.
 A lack of funds by the council meant that 
to serve a further 16 homes, by travelling 
another seven miles across a hill, would 
not be allowed.

Having a chat with taxi driver Charles Hendry on Thursday was Donald Dewar and 
Scottish Liberal Democrat leader Jim Wallace. Both politicians were on Arran for the 
Highlands and Islands Convention.

John Simcock presents the � rst winner of a new trophy for the music festival to Yvonne 
Brothers, who won it for her public bible reading.

Simon Horne has just taken 
delivery of a vintage 1973 
Rolls Royce which he will 
add to his � eet of wedding 
vehicles used on the island. 
His � rst, a 1950s Packard, 
has until now, been the 
vehicle of choice for many 
Arran weddings.

Corrie Primary School, winners of the Association Challenge Shield for mixed primaries at 
the Arran Music Festival.

Winning the John Thomson Memorial Cup for non-school groups at the Arran Music 
Festival were the Shiskine Guides.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property

Wooleys of Lamlash
are looking for a 

SHOP 
ASSISTANT

Part time hours Monday to Friday
Phone Matt for more details

01770 302280 or email: info@wooleys.co.uk

Administrati ve assistant/ mobile shop assistant-Permanent
Woodside Arran CIC is a non for profi t social enterprise 
importi ng and growing the best quality organic produce for the 
Isle of Arran. We are looking for a new part ti me member of 
staff  to assist with various roles within the team. You must be 
computer literate and have great customer service skills and as 
we are a small organisati on there may be other tasks such as 
gardening and animal husbandry involved. So someone who can 
learn quickly, be fl exible and is willing to muck in would be ideal. 
The positi on is for 20 hours per week but could be a job share for 
the right applicants 
Trainee Gardener May-October
We are also looking for a trainee gardener to work with us over 
the season. We operati ve a no dig, biointensive organic system 
and are looking for part ti me help. All positi ons within the team 
are fl exible so while gardening will be the main responsibility 
the ability to adapt to other tasks would be ideal. We welcome 
applicati on for anyone with an interest in gardening as full 
training will be given. 
The positi on will be part ti me – hours to be discussed at 
interview. 
Please send a cv to jenny@woodsidearran.com to apply. 
Closing date 22nd April

ARRAN DELIVERIES VACANCY
We have a position available soon as a member of our 

2-man delivery team based on the island.
Duties include loading/unloading vehicles and de-

livering to our customers. Must have skills needed to 
succeed include attention to detail, reliability and a 

friendly nature with customers/fellow sta�  and a clean 
driving licence.

Previous experience will be well regarded although on 
the job training will be given.

The working week is 7am -2pm Tuesday – Saturday. This 
could be a job share position if 2 suitable candidates 

were available. If you think you would � t this role, please 
apply in writing to;

 Arran Deliveries, The Parcelpoint, 
Harbour Rd, Ardrossan KA22 8BZ

FAO Tony Morrow 
email sales@arrandeliveries.co.uk

Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

THE MARINE LICENSING (PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013

Notice is hereby given that Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution plc 
a company registered in Scotland under number SC213460 having its 
registered office at Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ 
plans to hold a pre-application consultation event regarding a proposed 
licensable marine activity at the crossing of the existing electricity 
submarine cable between:

Arran (Balliekine)  Easting 186986 Northing 639052 
and 
Carradale   Easting 181402 Northing 639107

The activity consists of the installation of an electricity submarine cable 
between Arran and Carradale which is critical for a safe and reliable supply 
of electricity to our customers.

Further information concerning the proposed submarine electricity cable 
installation between Arran and Carradale can be obtained from:

http://news.ssen.co.uk/submarinecables/

The pre-application consultation events will be held at:

Date Location Venue Time

21/05/2018 Arran  Auchrannie Hotel, KA27 8BZ 2pm-6pm

22/05/2018 Arran Auchrannie Hotel, KA27 8BZ 10am-4pm

25/05/2018 Carradale Carradale Hall, PA28 6QG 12pm-3pm

Persons wishing to provide comments on the proposed submarine 
electricity cable between Arran and Carradale can do so by writing to the 
prospective applicant at: 

submarinecables@sse.com

Or by post marked for the attention of Submarine Cable Team to:

Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ, not later than 
29/06/2018. 

Comments should be dated and should clearly state the name (in block 
capitals) and full return email or postal address of those making comment. 
Comments made to the prospective applicant are not representations to 
the Scottish Ministers. If Scottish Hydro Electric Power Distribution submits 
an application for a marine licence to Scottish Ministers, an opportunity 
will be given for representations to be made to the Scottish Ministers on 
the application.

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
arranbanner

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply
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IN MEMORIAM

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

Lorna Craig
In loving memory of

Lorna Craig, 1956 -2017
 Gone from our lives, never 

from our hearts
With great love from

Andy, Bryan, Toni, Liam
and Sean

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 15th April

Lochranza Church, 9.30am. 
Morning Service.

Pirnmill Church, 10.45am. 
Morning Service

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a

 Service of Worship in
Montrose House at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 15th April

 Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Mr John Roberts

Coffee after service.
Wednesday 18th April

Holy Communion, 12.15pm

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 15th April 

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship at 11am

Brodick Library
Telephone 700346

Everyone Warmly Invited

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 15th April

Service 11am, Free Church, 
Brodick

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 15th April
Rev. Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10am,
 Lamlash - 11.30am.

 In Lamlash: prayer time 
10.45am. 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 15th April

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev. Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am.
 Tea and coffee will be served 

in the transept after the
service and everyone is 

invited to stay and enjoy more 
fellowship afterwards.
 There will be a sale of 

Traidcraft goods available
to buy.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 15th April
Sunday Mass 11am

BAILLIE: At Crosshouse 
Hospital, on 9th April 2018, 
Kerr Baillie, aged 89 years. 
Beloved husband of Ena. Dear 
uncle of Fiona, Kirstin and 
Morven. Sadly missed by John 
and Greg. For funeral arrange-
ments contact AW Blair & 
Sons, Funeral Directors, Tel: 
01294 468238.

DEATH

HUNTER: Ethne Margaret 
Elsie (Peggy). Beloved wife 
of the late Eric, died peace-
fully in her sleep on Thurs-
day morning of 5th April. She 
lived and died with digni-
ty four days before her 102nd 
birthday and was in her own 
home in her beloved Lochran-
za. She will be hugely missed 
by many people, especially her 
two daughters, sons-in-law, 
six grandchildren and fi fteen 
great grandchildren. There 
will be a cremation on Thurs-
day, 19th April at 1.15pm at 
Masonhill Crematorium, By 
Ayr, followed by a happy me-
morial service in Lochranza 
Church at 12 noon on Friday, 
20th April.

Trail repair day
Members of the Arran High 
School mountain bike club 
swapped their two wheels 
for shovels and pickaxes 
last weekend for day of trail 

Bracken and thick bushes which had concealed parts of 
the path had to be tackled with pickaxes. 

repair and maintenance. 
Their community-minded 
efforts, which took place at 
Cnoc na Dail near Lamlash, 
were on multi-use paths 
which are used by walkers, 
cyclists and runners.

The young cyclists joined 
a team of volunteers who 
were all taking part in a 
worldwide effort by the In-
ternational Mountain Bik-
ing Association which in-
vited mountain bike clubs 
around the world to spend 
a day taking care of their 
trails.

On Arran, the cyclists and 
volunteers were supported 
by the Arran Access Trust 
and the Forestry Commis-
sion Scotland. Armed with 
shovels and pickaxes, the 
volunteers helped clear the 
paths that were being over-
grown by willow trees.

Errant rocks were also re-

moved and paths reshaped 
and cleared of vegetation. 

Ensuring that trails and 
pathways will not wash 
away, volunteers also em-
barked on a water man-
agement initiative which 
directed rain and surface 
water through channels and 
gulleys rather than washing 

away topsoil and eroding 
pathways.

Club leader Robert Mc-
Neice said: ‘We all had 
great fun and achieved a 
huge amount on a much-
used path. It was great to 
see the impact of every-
one’s hard efforts. A huge 
thank you to all involved.’

Mountain bikers, enthusiasts and volunteers who took part in the trail maintenance. 

Club members clear a waterlogged section of the trail. 



ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 14 April, 2018 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk    19Sport

Kema Genda wins final
Drumadoon contest
Arran Ladies Golf
Union
Saturday April 7, Druma-
doon.  After a long winter 
of wet weather, the last of 
the Drumadoon competi-
tions was fi nally able to be 
played. 1. Kema Genda 78-
12=66, 2. and scratch Susan 
Butchard 77-10=67.

The Arran Ladies Golf 
Union thanked Trish for the 
catering and the Brodick 
Golf Club for the courtesy 
of the course.

Fixture: Tuesday April 17, 
Thursday April 19, Saturday 
April 21, Kiscadale Com-
petition, Whiting Bay Golf 
Club. The game on Thurs-
day commences at 4.45pm 
and at 1.30pm on Saturday.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday April 5, Yellow 
Medal. 1. Paul Jameson 77-
11=66 BIH, 2. Dougie Mac-
Farlane 65+1=66, 3. Serge 

Willie McNally, winner of 
the Daniel Ferguson Trophy 
at Shiskine. 

Reuben Betley who won the 
Winter Cup at Shiskine.

Captain Wol�  Kroner presents the Tor Alvey trophy to 
winners Kevin McAleney and Ronnie Mann. 

Winner and runner up of the ALGU Drumadoon respective-
ly, Kema Genda, right, and Susan Butchard. 

El Adm 83-15=68. Scratch 
Dougie MacFarlane 65.  
Magic twos, Todd Jameson 
@16th, Paul Jameson @4th.

Sunday April 8, Carpenter 
Rose Bowl. 1. Ian Bremner 
71-7=64, 2. Derek Harrison 
87-21=66, 3. Drew Wales 
76-9=67. Best scratch Ian 
Bremner 71.

Fixtures: Sunday April 
15, Hugh Hutchison Green-
some, ballot at 11am not 
12.30pm as previously inti-
mated. Thursday April 18, 
Summer Cup, make up own 
games, see starter for times.

Brodick Golf Club
Thursday April 5, Summer 
Cup, 19 played, CSS 64. 
1. Alistair Hume 72-11=61, 
2. Angus Raeburn 73-
11=62, 3. Matthew Keir 68-
4=64. Scratch M Keir 68.

Sunday April 8, British Le-
gion 36 holes, nine played. 
1. Nicol Hume 134, 2. 

Douglas Robertson 135, 3. 
Gordon Hendry 136 ACB. 
Round one, CSS 65. 1. Mat-
thew Dobson 73-7=66, 2. 
John May 88-21=67 ACB, 
3. Gordon Hendry 73-
6=67. Scratch M Dobson 73 
ACB. Round two, CSS 65. 
1. Douglas Robertson 82-
18=64, 2. Nicol Hume 79-
14=65, 3. Gordon Hendry 
75–6=69. Scratch G Hend-
ry 75. 

Sweep, six played, CSS 
66. 1. Alastair Dobson 76-
10=66, 2. Ian Keen 80-
10=70. Scratch A Dobson 
76.

Fixture: Saturday April 14, 
British Legion Cup. Enter 
before noon or turn up for 
draws at 8.30am and noon.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday April 1, gents 12- 
hole medal, 21 played, 
CSS 42. First Class: 1. and 
scratch G Andrew 46-6=40, 

2. P Betley 48-5=43 BIH, 3. 
A Kerr 50-7=43. 2nd Class: 
1. A Bannatyne 54-14=40, 
2. R Betley 60-14=46, 3. 
Q Oliver 60-12=48. Magic 
twos D Markham, P Betley, 
A Napier, M Campbell and 
A Bannatyne. Well done, 
Para.

Wednesday April 4, Dan-
iel Ferguson Trophy, eight 
played, CSS 41. 1. and 
scratch, J Faulkner 46-5=41, 
2. W McNally 51-9=42, 3. 
R Crawford 48-5=43. Mag-
ic twos J Faulkner, R Craw-
ford and D Tod. Willie wins 
the Daniel Ferguson Tro-
phy.

Thursday April 5, la-
dies 18-hole medal, par 67, 
SSS 67, CSS 70 R/O. 1. 
and scratch, Ann May 78-
6=72, 2. Pat Adamson 96-
21=75, 3. Alice Anderson 
91-15=76.

Sunday April 8, The Tor 
Alvey Greensome, 14 

played in this popular ear-
ly season Greensome which 
was won with a credit-
able net 60.6 by Kevin 
McAleney and Ronnie 
Mann.

Kevin and Ronnie also 
bagged the only magic two 
of the day when Ronnie 
holed a respectably long 
putt after Kevin smashed a 
drive to the heart of the 14th 
green. 

1. Kevin McAleney and 
Ronnie Mann (12.4)60.6, 
2. Douglas Auld and Stu-
art McGregor (17.2)62.8, 3. 
John Dick and Ian Andrews 
(14) 63.

Fixtures: Sunday April 15, 
medal, draws at 9am and 
11am. Cards for games out-
with the draws to be in by 
Sunday evening. Wednes-
day April 18, Summer 
Trophy, all day competi-

tion with optional draw at 
5.30pm.

Corrie Golf Club
Fixtures: Saturday April 14, 
The Eddie Rankin Memo-
rial trophy, shotgun start at 
1.30pm. Members are re-
minded that the Wednesday 
medals have started, which 
also offer the chance to win 
big money via the magic 
twos. Ballot at 5pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Fixtures: Tuesday April  17, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary. 
Ladies Kiscadale Trophy 
at Whiting Bay, Tuesday 
April 17 , Thursday April 
19 at 4.45pm and Saturday 
April 21 at 1pm.  Saturday 
April 14, Eddie Rankin Tro-
phy, Machrie vs Corrie to be 
played at Corrie with a shot-
gun start at 1.30pm.

Arran Ladies secure fourth place in hockey league
The Arran Ladies are delighted 
to have fi nished fourth in divi-
sion 3 of the West District Wom-
en’s Hockey League.

Separated by mere points, the 
fi nal ranking depended on the 
outcome of a match between 
Ferguslie Ladies and Dumfries 
Ladies 2s, which saw Ferguslie 
defeating their opponents to fi n-
ish in third place with 37 points, 
two points above Arran.

Heading the league table is Ud-
dingston Clinetix Ladies 2s who 
have won 17 of their games, 
drew one and lost two and earn-
ing themselves 52 points. With 
just two games to play they can-
not be overtaken.

Remarkable
The fourth place ranking is a 

remarkable achievement con-
sidering that the Arran Ladies 
only won the fourth division 

last year and were promoted to 
the third division for the cur-
rent season. Putting up a deter-
mined fi ght the team have won 
11 games, drawn two and lost 
seven.

Coach and vice captain Lor-
raine ‘Hurricane’ Hewie said: 
‘It is a fantastic achievement 
from a small club, with limited 
players, offi cials and resources. 
Congratulations and well done 

to the whole club for digging 
deep and competing in another 
season, let alone a higher divi-
sion.

Sportsmanship
‘This season proved tough, 

with far more experienced 
teams but Arran played with the 
same gumption, determination 
and true sportsmanship.

Here’s hoping that the club 
can continue and join the hock-

ey league again in 2018/2019.’
The fi nal two games of league 

will take place today (Saturday) 
between Milne Craig Clydes-
dale Western Ladies 6s and Ayr 
Ladies 2s and another match be-
tween Hillhead Ladies 4s and 
Milne Craig Clydesdale West-
ern Ladies 5s. The outcomes 
of these games are not expect-
ed to alter the current league po-
sitions.
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up 75.5% of the 
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Record online entry for the
Ormidale 10k

Runners taking part in last year’s race. 01_B15run01

Rat racers ready for Ultra Tour
More than 400 runners will descend 
on Arran this weekend to take part 
in the Rat Race Ultra Tour of Arran 
across both the north and south of the 
island.

The two-day event, covering ap-
proximately 27 miles each day, will 
start at the beach near Fisherman’s 
Walk on Saturday when around 100 
runners will head south towards Kil-
donan and back, mostly using forest 
paths. On Sunday 300 runners will 
head northwards towards Lochranza 
and circumnavigate the north-eastern 
half of Arran.

Registration for the event, which is 
aimed at experienced runners, will 
take place at the base camp at Ormi-

dale park in Brodick tonight (Friday) 
when participants’ essential kit will 
be inspected and entrants provided 
with a satellite tracker.

Base camp – where camping facili-
ties, a restaurant, beer tent and toilets 
will be provided – will also be the 
fi nishing line for both days’ events. 
Runners can choose to do either a 
single day or run on both days.

Jim Mee, managing director of Rat 
Race Adventure Sports, said: ‘It’s 
been 10 years since Rat Race have 
operated an event on a west coast 
Scottish island and we couldn’t be 
happier to be staging this weekend’s 
Ultra Tour of Arran.

‘When our participants set sail 

from Ardrossan they will be gazing 
west towards the snow-dusted north-
ern peaks and wondering what lies in 
store for them.

‘Well, we know already what will 
greet them: a superb running or trek-
king experience, coupled with fantas-
tic local hospitality.

‘We hope to be coming back every 
year and growing the event steadi-
ly but, for now, we’re simply grate-
ful to the island for having us and we 
promise to treat your home with res-
pect.

‘We pledge to leave no litter and we 
will be approaching this undertaking 
with a healthy dose of outdoor and 
mountain awareness too.’

The 30th anniversary run of 
the Isle of Arran Ormidale 
10k is only a week away, 
being held next weekend 
on Sunday April 22.

Organisers are delighted 
that the race has a record 
number of online entrants 
– 59 as the Banner went to 
press – and no doubt, many 
more locals will enter on 
the day, at the Ormidale Pa-
vilion from 11am. The race 
starts at noon.

Tommy Gilmore, of Ar-
ran Runners, said: ‘Con-
tenders who have been tar-
geting the race will now be 
approaching the peak pla-
teau of their training. The 
rest of us, content to be 
“also rans”, will be feeling 
the benefi ts of having a tar-
get to aim for.

‘It is a great pleasure, be-
ing a runner on Arran. We 
have so many routes avail-
able on our doorstep. From 
road running, to trail run-
ning, to fell running, the 
variety of terrains and ele-
vations available to runners 
and joggers of all abilities 
must surely make urban-
based runners envious. The 
stunning scenery and rich 
wildlife add to the mix of 
attractions, wherever you 
live on the island. Running 
also gives access to some 
of the most beautiful, un-
spoiled, even remote, parts 
of the island, while still be-
ing close to home.’

The race started in 1987 
but, because it was can-
celled one year, this will be 
the 30th anniversary race. 

The course is very fl at and 
takes a fl at scenic route out 
to Merkland Point at the 
north end of Brodick Bay, 
and back, with a short di-
version up the Knowe road 
to make the distance exact.

Pre-entry and race infor-
mation is recommended on 
the SiEntries website, or 
enter on the day. The race 
is restricted to runners 16 
years and over. Compet-
itors should note that the 
race is run under Scottish 
Athletics and UK Athletics 
rules, which do not allow, 
for obvious reasons, wear-
ing of iPods or other music 
devices during road races.

Anyone wishing to take 
up this sport, which keeps 
you fi t and healthy, is rec-
ommended to join one of 

the jogscotland groups on 
the island. One is held on a 
Monday night at 5.30pm in 
Whiting Bay, see jogscot-
land – Isle of Arran on 
Facebook for details of 
meeting point. A second 
group meets in Brodick on 

a Wednesday in the small 
Co-op car park at 5.30pm. 
See Arran Run Coach Face-
book page for details.

Volunteer marshals
needed

Being run on public roads, 
the race needs about a 

dozen marshals to alert 
traffi c and assist runners. 
No experience is necessary. 
Anyone able to offer their 
services for an hour and a 
half on the day, please con-
tact Tommy Gilmore on 
01770 302293 or 302246.

The marquee in Ormidale Park which is the base camp for 
the event.


