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A warm Arran welcome for Syrian refugees

Villagers united in fight 
to stop Machrie slipway

A group of 13 Syrian families from across North Ayrshire visited Arran this week to experience what island life has to 
o� er. Full story – page four. 01_B14syria02

Residents are set to dig in 
their heels for a long fi ght 
over the proposed timber 
slipway at Machrie.

At a drop-in meeting held 
last week by the Forestry 
Commission Scotland local 
people made it clear they 
were still vehemently op-
posed to the plans.

They would see a new 
£250,000 slipway built just 
north of Machrie to ship 
the trees to be felled on the 
west coast to the mainland. 
A further £50,000 would 
also be spent on a timber 
transfer station on the other 
side of the road.

Upgrade
There would also be a 

£1.2 million upgrade of the 
narrow Machrie Moor road 
for lorries to haul timber to 
the slipway.

However, despite the 
widespread opposition, for-
estry chiefs are pressing 
ahead and a planning ap-
plication is expected to be 

submitted to North Ayr-
shire Council next month.

But residents are worried 
about the impact of what 
they see as an industrial 
development on the quiet 
west coast. 

They also have con-
cerns over timber lor-
ries regularly crossing the 
main road and of the in-
crease of timber lorries 
using the narrow Machrie 
Moor road which, they 
fear, could be potentially 
dangerous and put drivers 
off using it.

Using Forestry Commis-
sion fi gures, Machrie Im-
provements Committee 
say that latest planned ex-
port fi gures for Machrie are 
3,000 tonnes a month. 

This means one vessel 
load of 750 tonnes per week 
which would require 300 
transporter trips in a 10-
hour tidal load period – that 
is one every two minutes 
back and forth across the 
coast road. This tonnage also 

Continued on page two
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Continued from page 1
means six days a week of 
lorry operations from 7am 
to 8pm (25 tonne/lorry) 
which equates to 10 jour-
neys per day, including re-
turning empty, along the 
very narrow Machrie Moor 
road.

Work has already started 
on an access road into the 
forest area known as Wee 
Machrie to clear trees, 
mainly Sitka spruce, as 
is happening around the 
island.

In a statement, the com-
mittee said: ‘Forestry Com-
mission Scotland’s own 
website states that they are 
required to take particular 
consideration of remote and 
rural communities. There is 
no evidence here that local 
concerns are been consid-
ered at all. 

‘Local and national gov-
ernment budgets are tight so 
why spend £250,000 of tax-
payers’ money on a new slip-
way at Machrie plus an esti-
mated £50,000 for the timber 
store, plus at least £1.2mil-
lion upgrading the Machrie 
Moor, when the money 
could be better spent else-
where without affecting tim-
ber harvesting. Funds for 
road maintenance on Arran 
have consistently been a 
source of concern by resi-
dents so where will this ex-
tra £1.2 million come from?

‘If we widen the potential 
environmental impact to in-
clude fauna and fl ora, there 
are deep concerns that this 
project will ruin Machrie 
Bay and convert it from a 
tranquil beauty spot teem-
ing with wildlife and be-
loved by locals and visitors 
alike into a semi-industrial 
environmental eyesore.’

The statement added: 
‘VisitArran, an organisa-
tion devoted to improv-
ing the Arran tourist num-
bers and hence improving 
the local economy, also op-
poses the scheme. Hav-
ing the timber store on the 
landward side of the road 
to the slipway with all the 
traffi c disruption that this 
will cause is simply ludi-
crous. Ten  timber lorries 
per day travelling along 

Concerned residents, including Lorna Gunaydi, discuss 
the plans with Arran forester Andy Walker. 01_A14machrie02

Residents worried about 
an industrial eyesore

the narrow Machrie Moor 
road is also hardly condu-
cive to a pleasant motor or 
cycle around the island ... 
it won’t be the lorries that 
have to reverse along the 
Machrie Moor road.’

Lorna Gunaydi, who runs 
the Old Byre Visitor Centre 
near the proposed new slip-
way, has serious concerns 
for her business. She said: 
‘My main concerns are 
10 log lorries with trailers 
coming over the Machrie 
Moor road per day. This 
will put people off using 
the road where a French 
coach rolled over a few 
years ago. Also 300 cross-
ings of a busy main road in 
order to load the boat in a 
12-hour period will inevita-
bly affect traffi c. I know how 
busy it gets here. It will be-
come a messy industrial site 
in an unspoiled beautiful part 
of the island and will create 
no extra employment.’

Area operations manager 
for South Scotland Neil 
Murray said: ‘Forest En-
terprise Scotland have been 
working on a strategy to re-
duce the impact of timber 
haulage on the island for 
some time and indeed this 
was previously reported 
in the Banner in May 
2015. We stopped work 
on the project during 2015 
and have started to revisit 
this relatively recently. 

‘The proposed scheme 
has not changed signif-
icantly since 2015 but, 
if  approved, would remove 
a signifi cant volume of tim-
ber, approximately 40,000 
tonnes per annum, from 
crossing the String Road 

and also reduce the conges-
tion around the pier in Brod-
ick. However, the scheme 
would require haulage on 
sections of the Machrie 
Moor road. We are hoping 
to be able to construct a by-
pass through the forestry 
blocks in Machrie to avoid 
running on the middle sec-
tion of the moor road to re-
duce the impact. 

‘I am unsure exactly 
when we will submit the 
planning application. We 
have been working with 
a small focus group with 
representatives from var-
ious communities on the 
island during the prepa-
ration of the different op-
tions for the island. I will 
be discussing the planning 
application with this group 
prior to it being submit-
ted. I anticipate this could 
be as early as May.’

He added: ‘The drop-
in event was to enable the 
members of the local com-
munity to view the draft 
plans and discuss both the 
reasons for the proposal 
as well as share their con-
cerns.  

‘I certainly welcomed the 
opportunity to listen to the 
concerns from those most 
affected by the proposal.’

Machrie Improvements 
Committee chairman David 
Price added: ‘I was pleased 
with the turnout from both 
Machrie and Pirnmill res-
idents. I was not there all 
the time, but I noted very 
robust questioning from 
residents; and not all ques-
tions could be answered. 
No-one was in favour of 
it that I noted.’

The Forestry Commission’s Neil Murray discusses the plans with Douglas Johnston of 
Machrie Improvements and community councillor Neil Arthur. 01_A14machrie01
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The evening was a huge 
success and was enjoyed 
by all the diners present

Youth members serve up
dinner delight

Members do some quality 
control testing before 

plating up the starters. 
01_B13AYF05

As an activity for the 
Arran youth and as a thank 
you to the parents, support-
ers and volunteers of the 
Arran Youth Foundation, 
members hosted a dinner 
at Eighteen69 restaurant at 
the Auchrannie. 

Held every year, more 
than 45 invited guests were 
treated to a three-course 
meal entirely cooked and 
served by the club mem-
bers under the watchful 
super vision of chefs Colin 

Miller and James Know-
les and Auchrannie waiting 
staff and management who 
all gave up their time to 
ensure that the evening was 
a success. 

Due to ferry issues, 
Graeme Johnston, the 
youth work manager, was 
unable to get over from the 
mainland. However, Hollie 
Watkins took the lead and, 
along with Eilidh Macpher-
son, they managed the en-
tire evening with aplomb. 

On the menu for the 
evening was a choice of 
starter: bruschetta with to-
mato and avocado or a but-
ternut squash soup.

For the main course, din-
ers enjoyed a sweet potato 
ravioli or a haddock risot-
to, which seemed to be the 
favourite among many who 
commented on its tastiness.

Dessert was the ever pop-
ular Eton mess or a brown-
ie with honeycomb and ice-
cream. 

Hollie said: ‘The evening 
was a huge success and 
it was enjoyed by all of 
the diners as well as the 
members who cooked and 
served the meal.

‘I cannot thank everyone 
enough for their hard work, 

including Richard Small 
of the Auchrannie, who 
allowed us the use of the 
restaurant.

‘Thanks too must go to the 
Eighteen69 staff who gave 
up their free time to help 
us, especially chefs Colin 
and James who played such 
a large part and to Sheila 
Bannatyne who kept things 
running smoothly in the 
kitchen.

‘Finally, thank you to the 
parents, volunteers, trus-
tees and funders who have 
supported the AYF’s en-
deavours over the years.’

As recently reported in 
the Banner, Graeme and 
Hollie last month picked 
up national awards for their 
work with the group.

AYF cooking club pose with chef Colin Miller and general manager Richard Small before 
food service begins. 01_B13AYF01  

Members served their invited guests in the ambient 
surroundings in Eighteen69. 01_B13AYF02

Sheila Bannatyne ensured that food service was prompt 
and e�  cient with AYF members doing the plating up. 
01_B13AYF03

AYF members prepare 
the risotto main course. 
01_B13AYF04
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Pharmacy opening times over Easter holidays

Syrian families 
receive a warm 
Arran welcome 

With Arran Medical Group closed 
and slightly altered opening times for 
pharmacies during the Easter holi-
day break next weekend, Arran res-
idents are being urged to prepare for 
any common health concerns.

GP surgeries on Arran will remain 
open as normal on Good Friday, 
April 14, but they will be closed on 
Easter Monday, April 17.

On Good Friday, pharmacies on 

Arran and most across North Ayr-
shire are open as normal and usual 
weekend opening hours will also ap-
ply for all pharmacies on Saturday.

Pharmacies 
On Easter Monday, the Red House 

Pharmacy in Lamlash will be open 
from 9am to 4pm. The Bay Phar-
macy in Whiting Bay will be open 
from 11am to 3pm, with a pharma-
cist available between 1pm and 2pm. 

Brodick Pharmacy will be open from 
9am to 4pm.

If you take regular medication, 
check your existing supplies and 
only order what you need to ensure 
you have enough to see you through 
the weekend. If you need a doctor 
urgently. and your GP’s surgery is 
closed, call NHS 24 on 111 and for 
emergency dental treatment, also call 
NHS 24 on 111.

A large group of Syrian 
refugees received a warm 
Arran welcome when they 
visited on Monday at the 
invitation of St Molios 
Church in Shiskine. 

The 62-strong group, 
more than half of them of 
school age, are all resident 
in North Ayrshire as part of 
the council’s refugee assis-
tance programme. 

Alan Burnett, of St Mo-
lios Church, said: ‘When 
we see all of these horrors 
on television, we can feel 
rather helpless. This is our 
small effort to make them 
feel welcome and show 
them around Arran. See-
ing the smiling faces puts a 
smile on our faces.

‘We extended an invita-
tion to the 13 families liv-
ing in the three towns area 
and we were pleasantly 
surprised to see all of them 
taking an interest in visiting 
Arran.’

The adults and children 
under fi ve years old visit-
ed the Kinloch Hotel where 
they were treated to a three-
course lunch, the opportu-
nity to swim in the hotel 

pool or to enjoy the beach 
and surroundings in Black-
waterfoot. After lunch, a 
small group of adults and 
children ventured out to a 
local farm where they en-
joyed seeing the newborn 
lambs.

Entertained
Over in Lamlash it was 

an altogether noisier affair 
where the youngsters and 
teenagers joined local teens 
at the Arran Youth Founda-
tions building where youth 
workers Hollie Watkins 
and Graeme Johnstone and 
volunteers entertained the 
younger visitors. 

The younger of the group 
played football video 
games while the older ones 
played table football and 
socialised. Bridging the 
cultural gap, the girls mixed 
easily and enjoyed listen-

ing to loud music and danc-
ing, teaching each other 
the dances that they knew. 
Later in the afternoon the 
youngsters learned a little 
bit about Scottish country 
dancing in the Arran High 
School hall. 

After a full day enjoy-
ing all that Arran has to of-
fer, including good food, a 
friendly welcome and good 
hospitality, the visitors de-
parted on the 4.40pm ferry 
with a goodie bag contain-
ing items donated from 
Arran Provisions and 
Wooley’s, along with a few 
other Scottish surprises. 

Organisers thanked the 
many volunteers who as-
sisted on the day, the Kin-
loch Hotel for its hospi-
tality and for the goodie 
bag donations which were 
gratefully received. 

After lunch at the Kinloch Hotel, many of the visitors went to see newborn lambs at a 
nearby farm. 01_B14syria04

Syrian children, like their Arran counterparts, enjoy 
playing video games and eating snacks. 01_B14syria07

for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.arranadventure.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

island
adventure

Why not try your hand at a range of
activities including archery, gorge

walking, mountain biking and Segways?

Activities available throughout the year.

Our friendly instructors are here to help
you try something new today!

visit us daily from 10am

Explore the 
island by bike -

24 hour hire

just £16

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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The furious row over the clo-
sure of the public toilets has 
intensifi ed after the stark re-
ality of the boarding up and 
closure of the public ameni-
ties across Arran took place 
last Friday after months of 
talks. 

For many of the public toi-
lets, it was a simple case of 
shutting the door and locking 
it behind them.

However, in Lochranza, 
since there are no doors, the 
building has been boarded 
up and access prohibited. 

The ongoing debate, how-
ever, does not appear as 
though it is going to be 
quelled by simply shutting 
the door, as many aggrieved 
residents, community rep-
resentatives and visitors are 
continuing to make their 
feelings known, either 
through the letters the Ban-
ner has received on the issue 
to councillors and other pol-
iticians and on social media.

Just seven days before the 
Easter holiday weekend 
rush, the toilets at Brodick, 
Lamlash, Blackwaterfoot, 
Lochranza, North Sannox 
and Sannox are now shut, 
although Sannox is to get 
a new facility after Corrie 
and Sannox Improvements 
agreed to take over the run-
ning of it.

Adding to the ire is the 
news, revealed in the Ban-
ner last week, that two toi-
lets in Saltcoats and at Ar-
drossan South Beach have 
received a stay of execu-
tion at a cost of £35,000, 
the very amount quoted as 

Public anger grows as toilets are closed
Isle of Arran loses its loos

The six public toilet blocks which have been shut on Arran. 
being required to save the 
toilets on Arran. 

An amendment to their 
closure was put forward 
by Independent Councillor 
John Hunter, who represents 
both Ardrossan and Arran, 
at last year’s budget which 
has prompted accusations 
of discrimination and un-
fairness towards Arran after 
funding was agreed again 
this year. 

Councillor Hunter has 

now written to Arran Com-
munity Council, which dis-
cussed the issue last week, 
to defend his position. He 
said: ‘I agree that the pro-
cess appears to be inconsist-
ent and in my opinion that 
was because it was predicat-
ed on a one-size-fi ts-all ap-
proach.  

‘I take your point about 
Arran hoping to become a 
world class tourist destina-
tion and hope it becomes so 

since that would hopefully 
increase the footfall in the 
bottom of Ardrossan. 

‘But I hope the folks on 
Arran will realise that on the 
occasions when we get good 
weather, there can be signifi -
cant numbers of day-trippers 
along the shore between Ar-
drossan and Saltcoats – not 
quite the same visitor num-
bers who might go to Arran 
for all the various activities 
and wide range of accom-

modation offered by the is-
land, but very welcome to 
our local economy nonethe-
less. Arran is very fortunate 
in that respect.

‘I’ll do whatever I can to 
make sure that facilities are 
not demolished unnecessar-
ily, and remember that until 
the results of the election are 
known, Ardrossan and Ar-
ran has another three coun-
cillors though I should men-
tion that I have the greatest 

admiration for the work 
Councillor Bruce has put in 
on this.’

But Timothy Billings, Con-
servative candidate for the 
council elections in May, 
asked: ‘Where was our lo-
cal councillor helping us to 
sort out this problem? It is 
clear that with some creative 
thinking and support from 
the council we could have 
kept open some of the toi-
lets on the island, and sup-
port could have been provid-
ed to community groups and 
businesses that have stepped 
in to provide toilet facilities.’

He added: ‘There is a ma-
jor disconnect between 
where money is being spent, 
and the basic facilities re-
quired to get value for mon-
ey. For example, there are 
millions of pounds being 
spent at Brodick, but nobody 
could fi nd a few thousand to 
provide basic toilet facilities 
at Lochranza. 

‘I want to be that person 
with the enthusiasm and in-
terest to challenge and ques-
tion where money is being 
spent and makes sure that we 
on Arran get the best value 
for money.’

While the debate gathers 
momentum and shows no 
sign of abating, it has now 
also opened up a deeper dis-
cussion on whether the local 
authorities should be com-
pelled by law to provide toi-
let facilities as a basic human 
requirement, as they are re-
quired to do for dogs. 
Letters – pages eight and 
nine.

CLOSED

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Bargains hunted

Travelodge plan 
for Ardrossan
A budget hotel operator is 
looking for a site in Ardros-
san to build a new outlet.

Travelodge has an-
nounced plans to create 21 
new hotels across Scotland 
as part of a £100 million 
investment.

The Ardrossan plan could 
be good news for Arran res-
idents looking for cheap ac-
commodation on the main-
land. There are currently 
various suitable sites in 
town being investigated.

The busy sale (01_A14early02 ) and, inset, Shaila Campbell at the yucky dip. 01_A14early03. 

Seven candidates fight Ardrossan and Arran council seats

Walker 
lost on 
Goatfell
A hillwalker lost on Goat-
fell was found by the Arran 
Mountain Rescue Team 
after the alarm was raised.

The team were called out 
at approximately 3.30pm 
last Thursday to search for 
a male walker who had be-
come lost on Goatfell due 
to the thick cloud and low 
visibility. Dog team Ruby 
and Daz were deployed to 
help with the search but just 
as they set off the missing 
walker was located in the 
Coire Chatan area by team 
members in the Argocat.
Other team members, and 
dog team Caileag and 
Kirstie, were available but 
stood down after the walk-
er was found safe and well.

Seven candidates will contest the 
Ardrossan and Arran seat at the 
council elections in May.

When the deadline for nomina-
tions closed, 70 candidates had 
been confi rmed to stand across 
North Ayrshire’s 10 electoral 
wards.

For the full list of North Ayr-
shire’s candidates, visit the elec-
tion section of the council’s web-
page and click on the Notice of 
Poll link.

Following Boundary Commis-
sion changes, residents across 
North Ayrshire will be voting for 
33 councillors – an additional 
three elected members – across 10 
electoral wards. 

However, Ardrossan and Arran 
are to lose a councillor under the 
shake-up and will have three rep-
resentatives after the votes have 
been counted.

Residents are encouraged to 
check their poll cards carefully as 

some polling places have changed 
from previous electoral events. 
Election day takes place from 7am-
10pm on Thursday May 4 with the 
electronic counting of votes taking 
place the following day.

If you haven’t already registered 
to vote, go to https://www.gov.uk/
register-to-vote or contact the elec-
toral registration offi cer on 01292 
612221. The last day you can reg-
ister to vote in these elections is 
Monday April 17.

The full list of the Ardros-
san and Arran candidates and 
their parties is as follows: 
Allison Gordon, No Referendum, 
Maintain Union, Pro-Brexit. Tim-
othy Billings, Scottish Conserv-
ative and Unionist. Tony Gurney, 
Scottish National Party (SNP). 
John Hunter, Independent. Clare 
McGuire, Scottish Labour Party. 
Ellen McMaster, Scottish National 
Party (SNP). Colin Turbett, Inde-
pendent Socialist Scotland. 

The Lamlash early years classes held a car boot sale and 
fundraising day at Arran High School on Sunday.

The sun shone and cars and stalls stuffed with bric-a-
brac did steady trade. In the canteen, there was face paint-
ing and other games for youngsters including a yucky dip. 
There was also a tombola, a book stall and other things to 
buy. Tea and coffee were also available, while the dads 
held a car wash in the grounds.

Eva Campbell and Eve McGarigle with their faces painted. 
01_A14early01

It pays to advertise in the
 Arran Banner

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport   £35.00

Prestwick Airport  £25.00

Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Plea after 
walking stick 
wrongly sold
A volunteer at the Arran 
Eco Savvy shop in Whit-
ing Bay is appealing for 
the person who purchased 
a walking stick from the 
shop on Saturday March 18 
to get in touch. 

Chrissy Duncan acci-
dentally left her favourite 
walking stick in the shop 
after a shift and it was er-
roneously purchased by a 
customer who thought it 
was for sale. 

The walking stick is of 
great sentimental value and 
irreplaceable as it was made 
by a dear friend of Chrissy 
who has since died and fea-
tures a handle sculpted into 
the shape of her dog’s head 
and has a hazel shaft.

A reward is being offered 
for its return, and any in-
formation on its possi-
ble whereabouts would be 
greatly appreciated. Eco 
Savvy in Whiting Bay can 
be contacted on 01770 
700417.  

The Port of Troon has come out � ghting. 

Troon claims ‘huge 
hole’ in ferry report
The owner of the Port of 
Troon has questioned the 
credibility of the report ad-
vising the Scottish Govern-
ment on the future of the 
Arran ferry.  

Associated British Ports 
(ABP) has written to the gov-
ernment, highlighting ma-
jor failings in the report and 
calling on transport minister 
Humza Yousaf to under take 
further study before making 
a fi nal decision.

Last month the govern-
ment’s long-awaited STAG 
report favoured retaining Ar-
drossan as the mainland port 
for the Arran ferry, but the 
main players had until Mon-
day of this week to respond.

And Troon has come out 
fi ghting. ABP cautioned the 
government that any future 

deal must guarantee service 
reliability improvements and 
that no further costs will be 
borne by passengers or tax-
payers. This could happen in 
the event that additional ex-
penditure is needed in Ar-
drossan to accommodate a 
new vessel. At present, the 
report overlooks this point 
and does not model wheth-
er Ardrossan can handle the 
new vessel.

There is no detail on 
whether a break clause will 
be included in the new deal 
allowing the Scottish Gov-
ernment and fare-payers to 
leave should the required in-
vestment fail to materialise.

The report also fails to 
highlight how Ardrossan’s 
proposals do not include a 
new breakwater, a berth ex-

tension, lack a commitment 
to fund a passenger access 
system and the potential for 
the new terminal not to be 
built for eight years.

The full detail of ABP’s 
concerns has now been re-
leased, but the key failings 
include:
� The potential for spiralling 
costs to the Scottish Govern-

ment and fare-payers.
� The report fails to tackle 
the issue of port resilience.
� Signifi cant investments 
likely required by Ardros-
san’s port infrastructure. 
� It is not possible to an-
alyse details in the report 
since they are redacted.  
� Key questions on the de-
liverability of Ardrossan’s 

proposals not answered. 
� Report failing to highlight 
the extent of Troon’s better 
onward connections.
� Analysis of the socio-eco-
nomic impact has focused 
on Ardrossan, with negligi-
ble analysis of the potential 
for positive impact or Troon.

Stuart Cresswell, of ABP 
Port of Troon, said: ‘We are 
shocked the report hasn’t 
modelled the performance 
of the new vessel at Ardros-
san, where vessels already 
struggle to berth or that Cal-
Mac masters have not been 
consulted. The report fails 
to give a proper view of the 
likely true cost of additional 
investment in Ardrossan.

‘The report has a huge hole 
in the middle of it and com-
pletely lacks credibility.’

The National Trust for Scotland is a Scottish charity, SC007410

The Easter bunny has hidden clues at oodles of  
National Trust for Scotland places.  Collect your  
map, follow the clues, solve the puzzle and claim  
your delicious Cadbury treat!

Here are just some of the places  
you can join in the fun …

 Brodick Garden  
 & Country Park  

For details on all hunts, dates and times, hop over to nts.org.uk 

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

Thought for the week
‘The Lord is my light and 
my salvation, whom then 
shall I fear? The Lord 
is the stronghold of my 
life, of whom shall I be 
afraid?’ (Psalm 27:1)

Public health 
disaster
Sir,
The people of Arran (all of 
them) are angry and justi-
fi ably so. I applaud Chris 
Traill’s letter in the Arran 
Banner last week and sub-
sequent letter from Neil Ar-
thur, together with the edito-
rial contribution and Hugh 
Boag’s headline article. 

As some may hope, this is 
a subject which is not go-
ing to go away, but the sug-
gestion that we think very 
carefully before putting our 
cross on the ballot papers 
on May 4 is very relevant.

This prompts me to sug-
gest that our local commu-
nity council or the Arran 
Banner should be placing a 
demand on North Ayrshire 
Council under the Freedom 
of Information Act, for 
publication (before May 
4) of a list of the names of 
those councillors who can 
be shown to have support-
ed the closure decision, on 
any occasion, when the is-
sue of toilets closure was 
subject to a vote. You can 
bet that none of them was 
representing Arran. It is 
particularly galling now to 
discover that those facili-
ties in Ardrossan and Salt-
coats are to be kept open, 
at the behest of one well-
intentioned councillor. His 
reason? ‘Large areas with 
no alternative.’

Surely the same applies to 
some parts of Arran. Des-
pite what he may say, it is 
discrimination at its most 
obvious, supported by the 
fact that there are, obvious-
ly more Ayrshire mainland 
votes at any council meet-
ing than votes representing 
the interests of Arran.

Closure of these facilities 
is like a callous, ill-con-
sidered act of vandalism. 
Public toilets have been 
sparse enough on Arran, 
so closure of the remain-

ing few should be consid-
ered as a social, environ-
mental and, in particular, 
a public health disaster. I 
ask: how would the coun-
cillors and staff cope if all 
the toilet facilities in the Ir-
vine headquarters building 
were closed and there were 
no nearby alternatives?

Which brings up the wid-
er issue. If there is no-one 
with the will or power to 
force a last-minute stay on 
these closures, then sure-
ly it is about time that an 
urgent bill was introduced 
before our Holyrood gov-
ernment to stop carping 
about Brexit and indyref 
and at last bring forward 
some useful legislation to 
compel local authorities to 
do the proper thing, to help 
make this a decent civi-
lised society, instead of a 
primitive, third world, out-
back jungle.

Environmental protection 
regulations state that all lo-
cal authorities and hous-
ing associations, among 
others, do have a duty of 
care, in respect of offen-
sive waste.

So who will set the ball 
rolling? Are our local 
MSPs up for the job?

Yours (in anger and on 
behalf of many others),

Wren Gentleman,
Lochranza.

Nothing changes
Sir,
I write regarding Neil Ar-
thur’s letter in last week’s 
edition of the Banner 
where he cites one rea-
son for the Lochranza toi-
lets shutdown is due to 
non-suitability for being 
made disabled friendly. This 
is a wrong attitude and sin-
gles out disabled persons for 
inconveniencing of the rest 
of the general public and 
sets them as demons helping 
to close the toilets. 

My wife, who is severe-
ly mobility impaired, and 
I, as her sole carer, feel in-

sulted by this statement. 
Our attitude is to accept 
what is available. Of course 
it is nice to have the privacy 
and ease of access of ded-
icated disabled toilets but 
we get by if none is availa-
ble. As a man going into la-
dies toilets, I fi nd it diffi cult 
but we have never met dis-
sent from ladies and on my 
part I ensure I keep talking 
to alert any lady users that a 
man is present, so prevent-
ing any embarrassment on 
both sides. 

Regarding the toilets, 
Lochranza’s, to my knowl-
edge, are the same as they 
were some 75 years ago 
when I started school 
from Colie Mhore. Brod-
ick much the same, when 
we moved to Glensherraig 
a few years later. Now the 
question I ask from Arran 
movers and shakers is why 
over some 75 years has 
nothing been done to up-
grade the toilets? RET did 
not start the tourist popula-
tion – it only made it big-
ger – so just maybe Arran 
folk are hoist by their own 
petards. 

I will make the point. I left 
Arran in 1956 and only re-
turn on holiday when I have 
used the toilets in question 
and my thoughts were al-
ways why has nothing been 
done to improve them. This 
is my take on the toilets sit-
uation: over the years they 
were ignored by Arran res-
idents and now, when the 
chips are down, everyone 
is up in arms. While able 
people jump the hedge or 
ditch, disabled people just 
can’t risk a return visit. 

Either way, Arran loses.
Yours, 
Roderick C McKay
Moray

Stolen budget
Sir,
The issue of public toilet 
provision on the island, and 
indeed elsewhere in North 
Ayrshire, is a very serious 

one and the Banner front 
page story last week re-
fl ects that well. On your 
letters page, Neil Arthur 
makes more good points 
and rightly condemns local 
politicians for their inac-
tion on the matter: it is cer-
tainly true that both Labour 
and SNP council adminis-
trations over the past year 
have supported this cut in 
the vain hope that commu-
nity groups would come 
forward and do their work 
for them. 

The truth is that NAC 
has had, as its fi nance di-
rector pointed out in a re-
cent Banner statement, 
£73m of budget allocation 
stolen (she didn’t use that 
word, but I am) as a result 
of austerity policies deter-
mined by successive Tory 
Westminster governments. 
Councillors should be vo-
ciferously demanding this 
money back and campaign-
ing for its return at nation-
al level as well as within 
the communities they rep-
resent. Instead, that £73m 
has disappeared down a 
hole – repaying bankers 
and funding expensive and 
unnecessary projects such 
as Trident missile replace-
ment.

Where Neil and I part 
company is in his delib-
erately provocative asser-
tion, on the back of deci-
sions around the ferry port 
issue, that NAC is only 
concerned with mainland 
communities. Neil clear-
ly knows nothing about the 
deprivation that is very real 
in some of Arran’s neigh-
bouring communities, in-
cluding large areas of the 
three towns. By compari-
son, Arran enjoys full em-
ployment, a prosperous 
economy and a very pleas-
ant environment in which 
to live. Yes, there is a prob-
lem with low wages, and 
yes there are still urgent is-

Continued on page 9

The people of Machrie have 
spoken with almost one 
voice: ‘We don’t want a tim-
ber slipway here.’

They said that more than 
two years ago, when the pro-
posal was fi rst mooted, and 
nothing has changed their 
minds.

For the Forestry Commis-
sion Scotland (FCS), it has 
always been its preferred 
choice of shipment for fell-
ing on the west coast, rather 
than hauling it over to Brod-
ick and only cheap timber 
imports from Eastern Europe 
put it on the back burner.

Now it is back on the table 
with a planning application 
round the corner. But despite 
months of talks Machrie Im-
provements Committee is 
still dead against it and so 
are residents and businesses.

Their arguments are valid 
and their voice must be heard 
during the planning process.

There can be little doubt 
that one of the biggest con-
cerns – 300 transporter trips 
across the main A841 week-
ly – needs to be addressed.

So what happens now? A 
planning application is ex-
pected next month and, if 
passed, funding has to be ob-
tained from the FCS board. 
Slipway work could com-
mence the autumn but, more 
realistically, spring 2018. 

If planning permission is 
not given, or the board does 
not approve the funds, then 
the newly refurbished slip-
way at Brodick remains the 
status quo.

We don’t want 
slipway here

Arran
Deliveries

We deliver 
the goods 
n�  � cus� 

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for 
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides 
Haulage operate it  and provide a great 
service.  Haulage operate it and provide 
a great service.  We can accept all size of 
deliveries into Glasgow.  Our trucks call in 
daily to collect all goods destined for Arran.  

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed next 
morning delivery on the Island. 
Let us know your requirements when you 
book in with our o�  ce, as well as our speedy 
parcel service, we o� er 2 man delivery and 
Tailift Service throughout the island.  Forklift 
at depot.

We are open to accept all your deliveries 
large and small.  A lot of companies won’t 
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your 
mainland address and let us bring it to 
your home.  We have all the national parcel 
companies and pallet networks calling in 
daily to our Parcelpoint.  If you are ordering 
from a few di� erent companies we can 

hold it until all your goods have arrived and 
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements 
for your delivery we can help.  Just let us 
know your requirements when you book in.  
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our 
speedy parcel services, we o� er a 2 man and 
tailift service throughout the Island.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB

Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ

Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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sues around housing, but 
they will not be solved by 
deepening deprivation else-
where.

Yours,
Colin Turbett,
Scottish Socialist
Party candidate,
Ardrossan and Arran
Shiskine.

Arran thanks
Sir,
I am writing to thank 
everyone on Arran who 
supported my granddaugh-
ter Carina Haouchine in the 
making of her fi lm Runnin 
Blue.
 A total of 16 students from 
the Royal Conservatoire 
stayed at Hillcrest in Whit-
ing Bay for a week. Thanks 
to the Arran Mountain Res-
cue Team and Andy McNa-
mara at the Arran Outdoor 
Centre for their advice.
 The Forestry Commission 
for access to the forest-
ry roads. The Arran Med-
ical Centre for looking af-
ter one of the group who 
had a chest infection. The 
Bay Stores in Whiting Bay 
for being so supportive and 
friendly.
 Special thanks to Lau-
ra Aitcheson and the Run-
Arran group and the run-
ners who braved Glenrosa. 
Nicky McLelland for wel-
coming the crew into her 
cottage at High Corrie for 
the heat and Arran hospi-
tality.

 Lastly, the intrepid report-
er from the Arran Banner 
for his article. We look for-
ward to seeing the fi lm and 
hope it will be shown on 
Arran. 

Yours,
Sheilagh Douglas,
Whiting Bay.

Rail links
Sir, 
I visited Arran earlier this 
year after a gap of almost 
half a century. I was de-
lighted to see the island 
again helped greatly by an 
easy sea crossing.

Access by rail to the ferry 
terminal was easy, but wid-
er access needs to be im-
proved. There have been 
calls for a Glasgow Cross-
rail scheme connecting 
north and south sided of the 
Clyde via the St Enoch’s 
Bridge.

This would permit the 
already burgeoning rail 
routes from Ayr-Glasgow 
and Glasgow-Edinburgh 
to be connected as through 
routes.

Various other through 
routes are possible such 
as Ardrossan Harbour or 
Largs-Edinburgh via Bath-
gate, giving a much wider 
catchment area to the fer-
ries and therefore Arran. 
This idea deserves close 
scrutiny.

Yours,
Graham Lund,
Girvan.

Missing bunnies
Sir,
It was the perfect week-
end to open our caravan 
at Sandbraes for the new 
season. But despite a cou-
ple of sightings, the res-
ident rabbit population 
were nowhere to be seen.
Lots of recent evidence 
of their somewhat annoy-
ing diggings, but of the 
bunnies themselves there 
was almost no sign at all.
Yours,
 Ian and Jenny Price,

Bradford.

Views ignored
Sir,
The Forestry Commission 
(FC) held a drop-in meet-
ing at Machrie Hall last 
week and greatly disap-
pointed most who attended. 

In advance of this meet-
ing, Dr David Price of 
Machrie prepared and pre-
sented a paper to the FC in 
which he addressed the six 
points that the FC has set 
out justifying its proposal. 
In answer to each point, Dr 
Price strongly questioned 
the FC approach but the FC 
representative at the meet-
ing would not engage on 
these valid points.

To propose a log yard on 
the landward side of the 
coastal road means that to 
load a 750-ton vessel per 
week means a minimum of 
150 transporter trips across 
the road each way – in a 

10-hour load period sug-
gests a crossing every two 
minutes. This is simply not 
feasible without effectively 
closing the coastal road to 
traffi c.

At an early stage of this 
proposal being put on the 
table, it was suggested that 
to bring log trucks (up to a 
max of 44 tons) along the 
Machrie Moor road, a min-
imum of 13 passing places 
would need to be built  at a 
suggested cost of £ 1.2 mil-
lion. 

But the FC representa-
tive at the meeting was not 
even aware of this and was 
therefore  unable to discuss 
where these passing plac-
es would be, suggesting 
at best a lack of joined-up 
management in the FC.

At the meeting we were 
advised that this proposal 
was not a ‘done deal’, that 
there was no budget set and 
no planning application has 
been submitted. And yet, 
in this past week, in fact 
on the day of the meeting, 
work has gone ahead cre-
ating a new and extensive 
entrance to the forest on 
the Machrie Moor road at a 
signifi cant cost.

The views of the Machrie 
community are being ig-
nored and this fl ies in  the 
face of the FC website 
which states that it is ‘re-
quired to take particular 
consideration of remote 
and rural communities’.

My principal concern is 
where is our community 
council in this matter and, 
just maybe, is it in support 
of Machrie or is it more in-
fl uenced by fi ve trucks dai-
ly using the String Road?

Yours, 
Douglas Johnston,
Machrie.

Decision needed
Sir,
For months now the issue 
of the Arran ferry service 
has dragged on and on. In 
my previous letters to the 
Banner I have outlined my 
position and thereafter jus-
tifi ed it. But that is not what 
I want to do today.

Recently the STAG re-
port highlighted that the 
most viable option in terms 
of keeping costs and jour-
ney times down was main-
taining Ardrossan as the 
mainland port for the ferry 
instead of neighbouring 
Troon.

Transport minister Humza 
Yousaf even indicated this 
was his preferred option 
but still we have no deci-
sion on the matter. Recent-
ly in the rural economy 
committee at Holyrood 
he told me it could still be 
‘weeks and weeks’ before a 
decision is made.

In a letter he sent me this 
week he told me that he 
needs further representa-
tion from the ports and 
council before any decision 

is to be made on the matter. 
The uncertainty that this 
causes is extremely damag-
ing to businesses and fam-
ilies on both sides of the 
shores. Many people rely 
on jobs or need the swift 
travel between this island 
community and the main-
land.

What should have been a 
relatively easy decision is 
now looking like it could 
take seven or eight months 
to resolve, perhaps even 
longer. 

It’s absolutely vital that 
Mr Yousaf lets people 
know his intention before 
this May’s local election 
campaign so that people 
can properly pass judge-
ment on the direction that 
the Scottish Government 
takes.

If we are serious about 
bringing investment into 
the Isle of Arran, then ba-
sic elements such as main-
land transportation need to 
be established, otherwise 
we’ll deter growth and in-
vestment away from our 
shores. That means fewer  
jobs and a higher cost of 
living.

So once again I call on the 
Scottish Government to be 
clear: what is the future of 
our ferry service?

Yours,
Jamie Greene,
West of Scotland
Conservative
MSP.

Mary’s Meals 
raises more
than £1,000 at 
island event

Arran fundraisers 
left to right: Ellen 
McMaster and 
Alison Page meet 
with Mary’s Meals 
representatives 
Fran Lawson and 
Lucy Kirkland. 
B14mary02

Representatives from 
Mary’s Meals UK head-
quarters visited Lamlash 
Church last week to thank 
everyone on the island for 
their generous donations.

Representatives Fran 
Lawson and Lucy Kirkland 
thanked community mem-
bers and fundraisers such 
as the Arran church col-
lections, the Arran Singers’ 
Christmas concert, various 
Skinnymalinks weigh-ins, 
Craft & Co pencil cases 
and Knit & Natter for their 
ongoing contributions over 
the years. 

Fran and Lucy led the 
church service last Sunday 
and then joined everyone in 
the church hall for a sim-

ple soup and bread lunch. 
Easter goodies were on 
sale, thanks to all the hard 
work and efforts of the Knit 
& Natter group which has 
been collecting in the res-
idents’ lounge of Trust 
Homes in McKelvie Court, 
Lamlash, for the past six 
weeks.  

The amazing sum of 
£1,023.93 was raised on 
the day which will feed 73 
children in a place of edu-
cation for a whole school 
year.

Organisers thanked all of 
the supporters for making 
the event such a success 
and for all of the support in 
being able to make the do-
nations possible. 

The Mary’s Meals event was 
well attended by support-
ers and visitors. B14mary03

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk



10 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 8 April, 2017

Red Nose Day funNEWS In Brief

Six months after the 
last batch sold out, the 
award-winning Isle of 
Arran Distillery has an-
nounced the highly antic-
ipated release of the lat-
est edition of the Amarone 
cask-fi nished single malt. 

Previous bottlings have 
been received to high ac-
claim, with the most re-
cent batch selling out in 
just three months. The fi rst 
edition, released in 2010, 
scored 96 points out of 100 
in The Whisky Bible and 
has remained one of the 
most favoured Arran single 
malt limited editions since. 

After initially maturing 
in traditional oak casks 
over a number of years, the 
Arran single malt in this 
bottling was ‘fi nished’ in a 
selection of Amarone wine 

Pupils at Whiting Bay pri-
mary recently took part in 
Red Nose Day for Comic 
Relief

Everyone came to school 
dressed up as a Red Nose 
character or wearing red.

Spring fair
for funds
A spring fair is being held 
in Lamlash church hall on 
Saturday April 15. All the 
usual stalls will be there 
along fun activities for 
children. It is being held 
from noon till 3pm and 
all proceeds will go to the 
Lamlash children’s Christ-
mas party.

Easter fun
at Library
Arran Library in Brod-
ick is holding an afternoon 
of Easter fun on Tues-
day April 11 from 2pm till 
3pm.

Aimed at children aged 
from fi ve to 11 years, 
youngsters taking part can 
make a bonnet or rabbit 
ears, paint a picture frame, 
stick and draw. Booking 
is essential. Contact Arran 
Library on 302835.

New batch of popular cask 
finished whisky is released

The Amarone cask � nish 
single malt. 

casks sourced from an arti-
san producer of this iconic 
Italian red wine. 

Master distiller James 
MacTaggart carefully mon-
itored this period of sec-
ondary maturation to en-

sure the perfect balance is 
struck between the Ama-
rone casks and the intrin-
sic sweet-fruity character of 
the malt. The end result is 
a single malt full of charm, 
complexity and quality.

Mr McTaggart said: ‘The 
Amarone cask fi nish has 
to be one of our most pop-
ular limited editions with 
demand growing for each 
new expression. We’re just 
as proud of this latest bot-
tling as we were the fi rst 
and look forward to it being 
enjoyed by fans of the Ar-
ran malt everywhere.’

This edition is part of  the 
core range of Arran malts 
and this latest batch is like-
ly to sell out quickly. It will 
be available at independent 
whisky shops and on www.
arranwhisky.com.

The dressed-up pupils watch the talent show. 

A baking sale was held 
and the children and teach-
ers took part in a tal-
ent comedy show. The to-
tal raised was a massive 
£342.77. The school thanks 
all those who contributed. 

Above and right: Pupils 
performing at the talent 
show.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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There is little doubting VisitArran di-
rector Sheila Gilmore can talk the talk. 
But now she is going to have to walk 
the walk as she attempts her latest 
fundraising adventure by tackling the 
Great Wall of China.

The 10-day great trek, which starts 
next weekend, has seen Sheila receive 
a large amount of support and has 
already raised more than £4,500 in 
sponsorship. All of the funds received 
will go to Alzheimer’s Scotland, which 
support people living with dementia. 

Sheila said: ‘I’ve been blown away by 
the generosity people have shown me 
and I can’t thank them enough. 

‘I’m raising funds for Alzheimer Scot-
land because I know � rst hand what a 
horrible condition this is, and I want to 
help support people with dementia 
and their families. 

‘My mum Betty had an amazing work 
ethic, and worked right up until the 
Alzheimer’s took over. And although 
she died more than 20 years ago, I still 
miss her. 

‘She never got to know her wonder-
ful grandchildren, and would have 

been so proud of what all of them have 
achieved. The good news is that organ-
isations such as Alzheimer Scotland do 
a great job supporting those who live 
daily with dementia, and if we can 
help them to maintain this quality of 
support, then I’m all for that.

‘The Great Wall of China is right out of 
my comfort zone. It has loads of steps 
and a completely di� erent culture but 
that’s the challenge. I’ve been training 
hard and have already spent a week-
end climbing Mount Snowdon.’

The adventure on the 2000-year-old 
wall will start in the small rural town 
of Huangyaguan near Beijing where 
many parts remain unrestored and rely 
heavily on steps. During the evening, 
when the daytime temperatures of 
27 degrees can drop to as low as 7C, 
Sheila will be staying with local farm-
ing families and immerse herself in the 
authentic rich culture and history of 
China. 

If you would like to contribute to the 
fundraising, Sheila has set up a Just-
Giving page at www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Sheila-Gilmore.

Budding Arran artists 
are in for a treat when 
a drawing workshop, 
using skills from the late 
Joan Eardley’s work, will 
take place next month, 
followed by a play on the 
artist’s life and work.

The free workshop run 
by The Thrive Archive, 
which is a creative com-
munity research project 
set up by collaborative 
artist Jan Bee Brown 
with story at its heart, 
is entitled After Eardley 
and explores the joy 
of drawing portraits of 
children at speed. Simply 
take a photo of a wee one 

to inspire you and an old 
shirt or apron to wear, 
and they will provide all 
the materials.

The workshop will take 
place at the Corrie and 
Sannox village hall on 
Wednesday May 10 at 
2pm followed by the play 
called Joan Eardley – A 
Private View at 8pm.

The production will be 
performed in association 
with Arran Theatre and 
Arts Trust and is support-
ed by Creative Scotland.

Described as ‘an inter-
active promenade piece’ 
by Anna Carlisle, directed 
by Marilyn Imrie and star-

ring Alexandra Mathie, 
the play promises to take 
you, quite literally, along 
with ‘Joan’ as she paints, 
ponders – and pursues 
her very unusual lifestyle. 
Meet her ‘children’, her 
friends and her lovers, 
hear the sounds of the 
streets and the Catterline 
coast and become a living 
part of her painting day.

There are a limited 15 
places available for the 
workshop so booking is 
recommended by con-
tacting Jan MacGregor 
on 700249 or janmac 
gregor45@gmail.com as 
soon as possible.

Sheila Gilmore heads to China to raise funds for Alzheimer’s Scotland. 
01_B14china01

On the weekend of April 22 and 23, Arran is being visited by a group 
of young musicians from the Netherlands, who look set to give the 
island exceptional value. Called Nescio, after the pen-name of a fa-
mous Dutch writer, the 12 talented string players will be performing 
with the Isle of Arran Music Society in the community theatre at 
Arran High School on the evening of Saturday April 22, beginning 
at 7.30pm. With a line-up of six violinists, three viola players, two cel-
lists, and a double bassist, their varied programme will be selected 
from a repertoire that includes, in their words, ‘� abbergasting music’ 
by Mozart, Bartok and the Romanian composer George Enescu, as 
well as many others. 

Tickets for the concert are available at the door on the night, in 
advance from Inspirations of Arran in Brodick, or online from www.
arranevents.com. As usual, children will admitted free, with their 
accompanying adults.

Nescio’s weekend continues on the Sunday in Lamlash. They will 
be at the high school in the morning when they hope to work with 
young Arran string players and, in the afternoon, at the PHT from 
4pm to 6pm. There will be a celebration of young musicians in the 
same venue, with Nescio’s players taking the stage to encourage 
young musicians to take part and to showcase youth talent on 
strings.                                           John Roberts

Dutch ensemble to pay 
a visit to the island

Drawing workshop and
play for grown ups

Walking the walk as Sheila 
takes on Great Wall challenge 
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Arran’s primary pupils
are well versed in Burns
There was a healthy entry 
for the annual Burns 
Poetry Competition when 
a total of 68 primary school 
pupils submitted entries 
for the verse speaking 
competition which was 
held in the community 
theatre at Arran High 
School. 

With the assistance of 
primary school teachers 
and administrative sta�  
throughout the island’s 
schools, the competition, 
now in its third year, was 
sponsored by the Lamlash 
Burns Club, which is a�  l-
iated to the Robert Burns 
World Federation. 

Once again the island’s 
primary school pupils 
proved they are well 
versed in traditional 
children’s poetry and the 
poetry of their national 
bard, Robert Burns.

All of the youngsters who 
recited were presented 
with a personalised co-
loured scroll which was 
designed by Tony Van 
Breugel and depicted 
a background painting, 
which was the winning en-
try in the annual primary 
schools 2017 painting 
and drawing competition, 

which is also sponsored 
by the Burns Club. The 
winning painting featured 
was drawn by Heather 
Beeton, a pupil at Shiskine 
Primary School.

Compere for the event 
was once again Heather 
Gough, who warmly 
welcomed all of the 
competitors and their 
families to the community 
theatre. In her inimical 
style, she introduced all 
the competitors and put 
them at their ease before 
they delivered their rec-
itations. The competition 
was judged by Jock Kelso, 
past-president of Lamlash 
Burns Club, and Fiona Fyfe 
and Fiona Wyper, from 
North Ayrshire’s profes-
sional learning academy, 
who once again faced the 
extremely di�  cult task of 
selecting the best perfor-
mances on the day.

The children competed 
in one of � ve categories 
according to their class 
year, and the winners were 
awarded a personalised 
framed Burns Club medal, 
together with a quaich 
which was donated by 
North Ayrshire Education 
Department. The quaichs 

are to be displayed in the 
schools.

The winners were: P1/2 
Charlie Gilmore, P3/4 
Kirsty Hume, P5 Annie 
McKelvie, P6 Daisy Innes, 
P7 Daisy McNamara.

Lamlash Burns Club, 
in continuing to set 
themselves the task of 
securing the future of the 
Burns tradition on Arran, 
is very proud of all of the 
youngsters who took part 
and who showed such 
amazing talent.

The club would like to 
o� er a special thanks to 
the island’s primary school 
teachers, admin sta� ; to 
Richard Fletcher, who pro-
vided his skill as a photo-
grapher for the event; 
committee members, in 
particular Douglas Auld for 
acting as usher for all the 
attendees; and Andy Mar-
tin, secretary of the club 
who organised the event.

The club is also very 
grateful to Barry Smith, 
head teacher at Arran High 
School, who graciously 
provided the use of the 
community theatre and 
who found the time to 
listen to some of the rec-
itations.

All of the contestants in the P1 and P2 category.
Fiona Fyfe presents the P3 and P4 category winners 
– Kirsty Hume, Daisy Campbell and Al� e Gilmore in 

third place. 

All of the competitors in the P3 and P4 categories. 

P6 category competitor 
Daisy Innes proudly 

shows o�  her quaich and 
medal. 

Secretary Andrew Martin is joined by past 
president Jock Kelso and artist Tony Van Breugel 
along with Fiona Wyper, Fiona Fyfe and compere 

Heather Gough.

Jock Kelso presents P7 
winner Daisy McNamara 

with her award and 
medal.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

Kilmory community bus must be booked separately in advance by calling 870263
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Fiona Wyper with the P1 and 
P3 category winners – Charlie 
Gilmore, Jamie Ferguson and 
Keira Webster in third place. 

Arran’s primary pupils
are well versed in Burns

Fiona Wyper presents the prize to 
the P5 category top three winners 

– Annie McKelvie in � rst, Jack 
Popplewell in second and Annie 

West in third place.

All of the contestants in the P1 and P2 category.

All of the competitors in the P3 and P4 categories. 

All of the competitors in the P5 category. 

Daisy Innes is joined by all of the competitors in the P6 category. 

Winner of the P7 category, Daisy McNamara, is joined by her fellow 
competitors.

ARRAN 
RUGBY SEVENS
Saturday 15th April

Starts 11am
Hot food, Beer tent & Arran Pipe Band

Followed by Arran Rugby 7’s Dance 
in Brodick Hall at 9pm

Licensed Bar

Art Exhibition 
Arran Visual Arts

Arran High School Theatre

Wednesday 12th April
to Monday 17th April

10.30 to 5pm daily
Family art workshops Wed 12th and Frid 14th 

2 to 4pm

THE WHINS
CRAFT WORKSHOP

North Newton, Lochranza
Home of the Arran Stonemen

Hand painted stone characters & animals
trinket boxes, candles and more.

Handmade on the premises. Working craftsmen. 
Open to the public

7 days 10am - 6pm Walking only please
Sign posted from Lochranza, with scenic views

Tel: 01770 830 650



www.arranbrewery.com
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WHAT’S ON
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open  9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon, Wed, Sat 10-5pm, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sun 12.30-5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Friday 7th April
Arran Aromatics factory tours  11am 1pm and 3pm 

Saturday 8th April
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling vlub, 2pm
Live music – Spanish Battery The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live music – Jonnie Scotland The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Sunday 9th April
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’  Fiddlers’, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Live music – Joni Keen The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm

Monday 10th April  
Over 50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
RunArran  Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge  Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau  Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Corrie - Breagha Holistic Beauty   5:00pm - 5:30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Shiskine Church Hall   5:15pm - 5:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Brodick Church Kitchen   6pm - 6.30pm
Arran Elderly Forum Ormidale pavilion, Brodick, 11am
Arran Farmers EGM Lamlash Fire Station, 8pm

Tuesday 11th April
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling club, 2pm
RunArran run coaching  Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Scottish country dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Lochranza Arran Distillery visitor centre 10am - 10.30am

Wednesday 12th April
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal  Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service 10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
RunArran  Auchrannie spa, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Quiz night The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios  Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Arran Visual Arts art exhibition,  Arran High School Theatre 10.30 to 5pm 
Family Art workshops  2 to 4pm

Thursday 13th April
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash front green, 6.45am
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Arran Visual Arts art exhibition  Arran High School Theatre 10am-5pm

Friday 14th April
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets Reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm -8.30pm
Open Mic The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Arran Visual Arts art exhibition   Arran High School  Family Art Workshop 2 - 4pm
Arran Aromatics factory Tours  11am, 1pm and 3pm
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YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL 
Superhero IS HERE TO HELP!

LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE...

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION 

FREE LOCAL 
   DELIVERY*

                  *T&C’s Apply. 
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Was £309.99 

£299 .99 
Now Only 

55cm Frost Free Fridge Freezer 
Model No: TF55185W 
• Fridge: 160 Litres/5.65 CuFt 
• Freezer: 76 Litres/2.68 CuFt 
• 2 x Glass Shelves, 1 x Salad Bin 
• Dimensions: H180 xW54.5 xD58cm 

Save £10 

 

 

 

£529 .99 
Only 

1400 Spin 9kg Washing Machine 
Model No: WM14T491GB 
• 15 ProgrammesInc Rapid 15 Min Quick Wash 
• VarioPerfect Technology 
• ActiveWater Saving Technology 
• Dimensions: H84.8xW59.8xD59cm 

 
 

 

 

£299 .99 
Only 

12 Place Settings Dishwasher 
Model No: SMS50T02GB 
• 5 Programmes Inc: Half Load 
• Front Control Buttons 
• Aquamix Glass Protection System 
• Dimensions: H84.5xW60xD60cm 

STAR BUY 

 ERTNEC ECIVRES CITSEMOD NARRA
ERTNEC SALGUOD EHT 4 TINU   , KCIDORB .  JA8 72AK

:leT 909203 07710    :liamE  moc.loa@00162csda

A team of marine scien-
tists, led by the University 
of Glasgow, has discovered 
that seabed conditions are 
key to the survival of cod, 
haddock and whiting.

Sophie Eliott conducted 
surveys around the South 
Arran Marine Protected 
Area (MPA) between 2013 

Conference 
on diabetes
NHS Ayrshire and Arran’s 
diabetes managed clini-
cal network is hosting its 
10th diabetes patient con-
ference. 

Arran residents who have 
diabetes, or know someone 
who is affected by the con-
dition, are welcome to at-
tend the event in the Alex-
ander Fleming Education 
Centre, University Hospital 
Crosshouse, from 9.30am 
until 2pm on Saturday May 
13. The conference costs 
£5 per person, which in-
cludes lunch and refresh-
ments. People will have the 
opportunity to speak to pro-
fessionals, and learn more 
about diabetes from pres-
entations and information 
stands.

To book, contact the dia-
betes managed clinical net-
work on 01294 323215 and 
leave your name and ad-
dress on the answer ma-
chine and a booking form 
will be sent out to you to 
complete.

Seabed condition is 
key to fish survival

Sophie Eliott with the baited camera system designed and 
built by Kiscadale Engineering. 

Juvenile cod in seagrass beds.  

and 2014. During that time, 
Community of Arran Seabed 
Trust founder Don McNeish 
and Kiscadale Engineering 
helped her design and build 
a baited camera system to re-
cord fi sh diversity, behaviour 
and abundance on different 
seabed and environmental 
conditions. 

Using Arran as a case 
study, the paper provides 
a wealth of information. 
Juvenile cod, for exam-
ple, seem to prefer shallow, 
sheltered areas of gravel 
and pebble with maerl. 
This pink, coral-like sea-
weed is a priority feature of 
Arran’s MPA that supports 
a high diversity of species 
because of its 3D structure. 
Other key habitats for juve-
nile fi sh in Arran’s waters 
are seagrass beds and kelp 
forests, where younger fi sh 
can feed and shelter from 
predators.

Dr David Bailey, from the 
Institute of Biodiversity, 
Animal Health and Com-
parative Medicine, said: 
‘We’ve shown both the type 
and the quality of the sea-

bed have powerful effects 
on the number of juvenile 
fi sh they support. This is 
important information and 
should lead to measures to 

allow nursery areas to re-
cover from past impacts so 
they can aid the recovery of 
fi sh stocks and the sustaina-
bility of fi shing.’

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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Depression 
is  the focus 
of World 
Health Day 
initiative

A bag remains watertight despite being punctured by 
cocktail sticks. 

Young students show off 
their new science skills
Kilmory and Shiskine pri-
mary schools both held 
demonstration days dur-
ing British Science Week, 
which was held recently. 

Families and the wider 
community were invited 
into the schools to be 
wowed with inspiring sci-
ence with experiments 

led by the children. The 
demonstrations all seemed 
quite simple but all had a 
science twist. The science 
involved included New-
ton’s Third Law, surface 
tension, equal concentra-
tions and density, jet pro-
pulsion theory, capillary 
action and the properties of 
plastic. 

The audiences were asked 
for feedback and gave the 
children fi ve out of fi ve for 
organisation, participant 
involvement and science 
explanations. 

Depute head teacher 
Quinton Black said: ‘Many 
thanks to Arran High 
School for the lab coats and 
to all families who came to 
the events.’

Two Kilmory pupils complete a colourful experiment. 

Kilmory pupils are busy in the makeshift lab.

An experiment in progress at Shiskine.

These youngsters look 
engrossed by the
experiment. 

A Shiskine pupil explains his experiment. 

People across North Ayr-
shire who suffer from 
mental ill health are being 
urged to speak out.

This year’s World Health 
Day, which was yesterday 
(Friday), focused on de-
pression and urged those 
with the frightening, debil-
itating condition to talk.

Depression can affect 
anyone at any age, from 
all walks of life. It causes 
mental anguish and affects 
people’s ability to carry out 
everyday tasks, with some-
times devastating conse-
quences for relationships 
with family and friends. 
At its worst, it can lead to 
suicide.

The World Health Day 
campaign – called Depres-
sion: Let’s Talk – encour-
ages us all to fi nd out more 
and reduce the stigma of 
depression and encourage 
people to seek help. The 
important fi rst step is talk-
ing to someone you trust. 
North Ayrshire’s Choose 
Life Partnership is support-
ing the campaign message.

ARRAN GENERAL INSURANCE SERVICES
Alistair Yates 

Specialising in home insurance, second homes, 
holiday letting homes, long let properties.

All commercial businesses, Public and Employers 
liability, commercial and agricultural vehicles.

Authorised and regulated by the Financial conduct Authority
Tel 01770820306 Mobile 07711254682

Driftwood, Kildonan, Isle of Arran KA27 8SE

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk
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There are thought to 
be at least 25 species

Farm life 
photo 
contest
To celebrate the beginning 
of spring and to showcase 
the best of the British out-
doors, fuel specialist Cer-
tas Energy is calling all 
budding photographers to 
submit their best images of 
modern farm life in its lat-
est photography competi-
tion.

Photographs can be of any-
thing which depicts mod-
ern agriculture and farm 
life, from the fi rst glimpse 
of newborn spring animals 
to photographs highlighting 
a day in the life in the coun-
tryside. Prizes will be award-
ed to the best adult and the 
winner will receive a £100 
Love2shop voucher.

To enter, go to the Cer-
tas Energy blog where you 
can fi nd all the competi-
tion terms and conditions 
and upload your farm life 
photograph with details of 
where the photograph was 
taken and who took it.

More to the daffodil 
than meets the eye

Cheerfulness is the name of one variety of da� odil at the 
Brodick Castle. 

The daffodil has to be one 
of the most loved fl owers in 
the garden, writes Tim Key-
worth. 

The arrival of the showy 
blooms is eagerly anticipat-
ed by amateur and profes-
sional gardeners alike and 
tends to be embraced with 
great gusto. It is for many 
the fi rst sign of spring and 
promises that the lighter, 
warmer days are not too far 
away and that there is light 
at the end of the tunnel of 
what is sometimes a long, 
dank winter. 

They have a bold and fas-
cinating history. Mother’s 
day has not long passed and 
the humble daffodil is of-
ten the fl ower of choice for 
this occasion as well as, of 
course, being the national 
fl ower of Wales. It us a fa-
vourite of many writers, ar-
guably the most notable be-
ing William Wordsworth, 
who took great inspiration 
from them in his poetry. 

However, the humble 

The humble da� odil is many a gardener’s favourite plant. 

daffodil has a darker less 
known-about past. Going 
way back into history, it 
was thought to bring terri-
ble bad luck to pick them 
and they were common-
ly used in medicine in the 
Roman times. This wasn’t 
a great idea as it is now 
known that the whole plant 
is to some degree poison-
ous, with the bulb being the 
most toxic part of the plant. 
The Latin name for the 
plant, narcissus, is thought 
to have originally taken its 
name from Greek mytholo-
gy, with it often being said 
that the gods turned the to-
tally vain and self-obsessed 
Narcissus into a fl ower af-
ter an ill-fated love affair 
with Echo.

What makes daffodils so 
fascinating has to be the 
sheer number of varieties 
available to choose from. 
There are thought to be at 
least 25 species of daffo-
dil. From this they have to 
be one of the most bred and 

played with bulbs on the 
planet, with thousands of 
hybrid varieties created by 
growers. 

One planted in the walled 
garden at Brodick Cas-
tle this year is a heavily 
scented type called ‘cheer-
fulness’. It has multiple 
small cream fl owers and 
is smaller in height than 
most. The daffodils in the 
walled garden were plant-
ed for an instant spring dis-
play meaning that they will 
be lifted and left to dry out 
in a polytunnel, before re-
planting in the autumn. 

Many varieties, however, 
can be planted as such to 
naturalise in a grassy space 
or in woodlands. This 
will take several years to 
achieve but it is key, more 
than anything, to make 
sure that you do not cut the 
growth back after fl ower-
ing too soon. The leaves 
need to be able to photo-
synthesise before dying 
back to be able to replenish 
the goodness in the bulb for 
the following year. I would 
also recommend when it 
comes to choosing a varie-
ty for this purpose to pick 
one that has the wild daf-
fodil in its recent parentage 
to make sure that it spreads 
viable seeds as well as nat-
urally dividing itself faster, 
giving a more instant dis-
play.

There are a few National 
Trust for Scotland gardens 
in Ayrshire in which you 
can currently see stunning 
shows of narcissus. How-
ever, many aren’t currently 
labelled and the names 
have in many cases been 
lost. This is something as 
a region that will hopeful-
ly be worked on next year 
so that an understanding of 
the varieties at our prop-
erties can be established. 
However, if you would like 
to see named varieties then 
I would recommend a trip 
to the gardens at Threave, 
where great work has been 
done in recent years.
* Tim Keyworth is the 
National Trust for Scotland 
gardens and designed land-
scapes manager for Ayr-
shire and Arran.

Thursday Steak Night 
 Steak Dinner from £10

Whiting Bay  
Isle of Arran 
KA27 8QH 

(01770) 700357 

Open Daily from 11 am 
to late 

Meals Served from 12-9pm

Wednesday Quiz & 
Gourmet Burger Night 

Gourmet Burger with Fries and quiz entry for £10

Open Daily from 11 am 
to late 

Meals Served from 12-9pm

ThursThursday Steak Night 

Wednesday Quiz & 
Gourmet Burger Night

Gourmet Burger with Fries and quiz entry for £10???Wednes?Wednesday Quiz & ?day Quiz & 
Gourmet Burger Night?Gourmet Burger Night

Gourmet Burger with Fries and quiz entry for £10?Gourmet Burger with Fries and quiz entry for £10

Two Course Lunch Special 
Everyday 12-3Everyday 12-3pm  

  Friday Fish Supper 
           2 for 1 
 Fish n Chips 4-6pm 

arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk



18 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 8 April, 2017

We are unable to print 
our popular 20 Years Ago 
feature this week but it 
will return next week.

From our fi les

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

Oystercatchers, which are common on Arran, photographed recently at Kildonan.
Picture: Hugh Boag

Eye-catching annual 
bird report is out now
With a great team effort, 
the Arran Natural History 
Society has got the annual 
bird report in outlets 
throughout the island for 
the start of the Easter hol-
idays. 

With a stunning photo-
graph of a goldcrest by 
Brian Couper on the front 
cover, it is yet another 
eye-catching annual report. 
The Arran Bird Report 
2016 is a ‘must’ for any-
one interested in the birds 
of Arran. It includes infor-

The cover of the 2016 annual bird report features a 
goldcrest, the smallest European bird. 

mation on all species seen 
on the island, a month by 
month summary of what 
was around last year, the 
impact of weather on birds, 
information on ringed birds 
and reports on some of 
Arran’s bird projects. 

The uniqueness of Arran 
is refl ected throughout the 
report, including the num-
ber of UK protected birds 
that share our island with 
us, as well as the differ-
ences between here and the 
adjacent mainland. 

More than 300 contribu-
tors sent in over 12,000 re-
cords on 156 species, one 
of which had last been re-
corded in 1983, namely 
red-necked phalarope. This 
is the 11th annual report 

that I have compiled. The 
fi rst one was compiled by 
Maggie H Dunn in 1980.  
There have been many 
changes over the years.

For example, the fi rst re-
port was fi ve pages long, 
cost 25p and had contribu-
tions from 45 people who 
recorded 141 species, in-
cluding king eider, rose-
ate tern, red-backed shrike 
and nine churring night-
jars, none of which appears 
in the latest annual report. 

There has been a bird re-
port every year since then. 
The complete collection of 
annual reports is available 
for access from the archi-
vists at the Arran Heritage 
Museum.

Who knows what changes 

to the annual report lie 
ahead in this digital age. 
Bird guides are being pub-
lished with QR codes for 
each bird and by using a QR 
app on your smart phone or 
tablet you can hold your 
device over the code and 
get additional text, photo-
graphs as well as bird songs 
and calls.

Some of the earlier Arran 
bird reports are already 
available as an electronic 
download from the website 
www.arranbirding.co.uk/
annual_bird_reports.html.  

At present, there still 
seems to be a demand for 
the printed form of the 
annual report, but I won-
der for how much longer. 
This year make sure you 
get your copy. Only a lim-
ited number have been pro-
duced.

This latest version of the 
annual bird report is now 
available from shops and 
other outlets throughout the 
island for the bargain price 
of £5 or through the Arran 
Natural History Society 
website at www.arranwild-

life.co.uk/index.php/anhs/
publications.html or direct-
ly from Lindsey and Rob-
ert Marr of Lamlash marr.
tiree98@btinternet. 

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 

KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk. 
I look forward to hearing 
from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Arran 
purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2016 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk.

arranbanner
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As Google, YouTube and Facebook 
continue to grapple with the concerns 
around ads appearing next to extremist 
content and fake news, we wanted to take 
this opportunity to draw your attention to 
the trusted, safe and highly responsive 
online advertising environment provided 
by the UK’s local news brands and 
represented by the 1XL partnership.   

As a premium publisher co-operative, 1XL 
represents over 800 local news brands 
in the UK with a reach of over 22.7 million 
people, making us one of the country’s 
largest digital advertising propositions.  
This ranges from the Shetland Times in the 
north of Scotland to the Falmouth Packet 
in Cornwall, and includes large regional 
brands such as The Yorkshire Post and The 
Aberdeen Press & Journal. In many of the 
towns and cities that we publish in, we now 
reach over 70% of the adult population 
each month.     

Our content is produced by thousands 
of trained and highly skilled local 
journalists who spend their days 
engaging with communities up and down 
the country through their coverage of 
the stories and events aff ecting their 
readers lives. Our content is regulated 
by the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation (IPSO), the independent 
regulator that holds us to account for our 
actions and upholds our high standards of 
journalism. The context in which this puts 
your advertising increases engagement, 

trust and therefore consumer response, 
giving you better value for money
alongside the peace of mind of a safe 
advertising placement. 

Maintaining the integrity of our content 
and our advertising environment is 
fundamental to us, and local news brands 
have always scored extremely well for trust. 
This was validated by a recent Comscore 
survey of UK Internet users - people said 
they trusted content on local news sites 
almost three times more than they did on 
social media.

Today we publish our online advertising 
charter (available at 1xl.co.uk/adcharter). 
The purpose of this is to ensure our 
advertisers are given the chance to see 
the standards and processes we work to 
in order to guarantee that they get the 
transparency, trust and value that we 
believe they deserve.    

We stand in agreement that local news 
brands online are now more than ever a 
great place for you to communicate and 
market your business and brands to UK 
consumers. 

What’s more your advertising helps us to 
continue to fund much needed, high 
quality local journalism. We hope you 
will stand together with us to support our 
local news brands, many of which have 
been publishing for over 150 years, so their 
unique content can continue to be loved 
and trusted for many generations to come.  

UK’s regional publishers call 
on national advertisers to place 
their trust in local news brands.

Dear Advertiser,

arranbanner
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

GARDENERS

Trade Classifi eds Classifi ed

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

LOGS

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

SELF STORAGE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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OVER £50
Ikea Classic Poang Arm-
chair and matching Foot-
stool. Finished in light oak 
and dark brown leather. 
Condition is excellent. Cur-
rent Ikea price is £240.00. 
Available for £150.00 
O.N.O. To view, please call 
Jane on 700405.

UNDER £50
Hy-line point of lay pullets 
Tel Colin: 07968259502
3 Mountain bikes, £50 each; 
Karcher pressure wash-
er £25; Dyson hoover £45; 
German electric bench saw 
£45; Zanussi clothes dry-
er £45. Tel: 07415780987 
(Whiting Bay)
Dartboard £20; Ladies Golf 
Clubs and bag £20. Tel 
01770 700 591.
Double bed with mattress, 
good condition. £50. Tel 
700 837.

White radiator for C.H. 29 
inch by 31 inch £5; Pothole 
digger £20; Shaver light fi t-
ting with dual voltage shav-
er socket £10; 2 x White 
chairs. £10 each. Telephone 
302 383.
Qualcast lithium cord-
less lawnmower 24V, still 
boxed, £50; Einhell pet-
rol lawnmower, used once, 
£40; Einhell leaf blower, 
used once, £20; Qualcast 
cordless grass strimmer, 
used once, £20. Tel 01770 
600605.
White toilet and hand wash 
basin. Good condition. tel 
600 835.

 FREE TO UPLIFT
Waste wood – Free for re-
moval Tel. 01770 600242 

WANTED
TV with fl at screen, (small-
ish). Tel 0771 8005688

GRASS CUTTING

Frazer Barr
Grass Cutting

Synthetic Grass Installation
Deckings

Cart Track Maintenance
07827777875       302987
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Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Chef de Partie

Maintenance Engineer

Sous Chef

Housekeeping Assistants

Housekeeper Supervisor

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.

BRODICK GOLF CLUB
An assistant’s position is available at 

Brodick Golf Club professional shop.  
It would suit any age group, ideally 

someone who enjoys meeting the public 
and who has some basic IT skills.  Also 

available is a position in the Club House.  
Both positions are part time, hours 
negotiable.  Applications considered 

for both jobs separately, or as one.  Full 
training will be given for both positions.

To arrange an interview phone 
Brodick Golf Club after 11am on 

Tel: 01770 302349

Could you spare an 
hour or two on a 
Thursday to teach 
basic digital skills?  
A new project that 
helps older people 

get online needs volunteer digital buddies to help out at a 
weekly group in Argyll College, Lamlash.   All you need is 
pati ence and experience of using smartphones or tablets.  

Call Ann Porter of Care and Repair Scotland on 
07590 459 917 for more informati on.

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Cook | NAY02335 

 35 Hours per week |  £8.69 - £9.51 per hour

 Montrose House, Isle of Arran

Closing date 12th April 2017

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

BLACKWATERFOOT LODGE
Part-Time Seasonal Work

We’re looking for someone to help with 
housekeeping and breakfast service 

from April until the end of the season 
(probably October).  

For further details contact Ann on 
860202, or email:-

info@blackwaterfoot-lodge.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am to 4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk  
by 28 April 2017. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

17/00360/PP; Site To West Of, Drummoyne, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick; Erection of 
detached dwelling house.
17/00352/PP; Site Opposite Existing Reservoir, Shannochie, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Erection of 20m telecommunications mast with associated antennae, to include  
6 no. ground based cabinets and provision of boundary fencing.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran Civic Trust 
AGM 

at Brodick Library on Monday 
24th April at 5.30 pm

All welcome.

Brodick Highland Games 
AGM

Monday 10th April 8pm in 
Ormidale Hotel

All welcome, especially if you're young, 
� t and enthusiastic!

Kenneth Gibson MSP

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Facebook: kenneth.gibsonmsp   website: www.kennethgibson.org

Kenneth Gibson MSP will hold advice surgeries 
on the following date:

No 
appointment 
necessary

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please do so at: 01294 833 687

Monday 10 April
Whiting Bay Village Hall 11.30 - 12.30
Kildonan Village Hall 13.00 - 14.00     
Brodick Health Centre 15.00 - 16.00

Monday 08 May
Kilmory Village Hall 11.30 - 12.30
Shiskine Village Hall 13.00 - 14.00
Lamlash Fire Station 15.00 - 16.00
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATHS

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 9th April

 (Palm Sunday) 11am.
 Holy Communion.
 Rev Canon Simon

Mackenzie,
 Priest-in- Charge.

Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

Services in Holy Week:
Monday, 10th – Wednesday 
12th April: 12.15 pm daily, 

Holy Communion.
Maundy Thursday, 13th April: 
6.30 pm, Holy Communion. 

Rev Adrian Fallows.
Good Friday, 14th April: 

10.00 am. Devotional Hour. 
Followed at 2.00 pm by Walk
of Witness, leaving from Holy 

Cross Catholic Church,
Brodick

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF 
WITNESS,

 Friday 14th April
 meet at Holy Cross

Catholic Church,
Brodick, at 2.00 pm.

Walk ends with service at 
Brodick Church of Scotland, 

2.45 – 3.00 pm.
 ALL WELCOME TO

 JOIN WHOLE OR
 ANY PART OF EVENT

CHUCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish assistant:

Mrs Jean Hunter:
Worship will be conducted in 

the above churches at the 
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 9th April

Lochranza Church, 9.30am 
Morning Worship

Pirnmill Church, 10.15am 
Morning Worship

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship including 
the Sacrament of Baptism 
Corrie Church, 11.30am 

Prayer Meeting,
12noon Morning Worship

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.
Thursday 13th April – 7pm 

Mundy Thursday Communion 
service in Brodick Church 
Friday 14th April – 2pm

 Good Friday Walk of Witness 
from Holy Cross Church to 

Brodick Church.

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 9th April
 Worship for Palm Sunday 
will be conducted by the
 minister, Rev Elizabeth

 Watson, at 10.30am.
 Tea and coffee will be served 

in the transept after the
 service.

 All most welcome.
Holy Week Services begin on 
Tuesday 11th April at 7pm, 

when there will be an evening 
of Sacred Music led by the

Arran Singers.
There will be a service on 

Wednesday 12th at 7pm and 
on Thursday 13th, which will 
include a commemoration of 

The Last Supper.
 On Good Friday at 7pm, there 

will be a short service of 
quiet refl ection led by the 

Prayer Group.
 Tea and coffee will be served 

after the services.
 All most welcome to any of 

these services.
Easter Sunrise Service at 

6.05am, a service to celebrate 
Christ’s resurrection will take 

place down on the beach at 
Sandbraes.

Breakfast served in the 
Church Hall immediately 

afterwards. 
   

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 9th April

Palm Sunday
Kilmory 10 am

Lamlash 11.30 am
In Lamlash:

Church open, Maundy
Thursday Communion

(see noticeboard)
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 9th April
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 9th April

Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 9th April

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for bi-

ble study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

 BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

New Machrie Bay captain Hamish Bannatyne presents the Winter Cup to Phil Betley. 

Betley wins
Winter Cup
Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday April 2, the Roy 
Ure Tankard. The fi rst Sun-
day of the summer season 
brought beautiful weather, 
so much so that some of the 
fi eld of 14 were wearing 
shorts – in April! Scoring 
certainly matched the con-
ditions, with CSS dropping 
one shot to 62 – 37 Stable-
ford points. 

Early fi nisher Kevin 
McAleney must have 
thought he’d done enough 
on 39 points only for Stuart 
McGregor to come storm-
ing home with 45 points 
to win handsomely. 1 Stu-
art McGregor 23, 45 Sta-
bleford points, 2 Kevin 
McAleney 12, 39, 3 John 
Pennycott 14, 38, 4 Al-
lan MacLeod 12, 37. Magic 
twos went to Adam Kelso @ 
4th, Danny Head and Kevin 
McAleney @ 7th and David 
Morrison @ 16th.

Fixtures: Sunday April 9, 
Tor Alvey Greensome. One 
draw for partners at 10am. 
Wednesday April 12, Sum-
mer Trophy.

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday March 30, yel-

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday March 29, 
Summer Cup. 26 played, 
CSS 65. 1 Iain Keen 72-
10=62, 2 Bruce Jenkins 
71-8=63, 3 Bill Donald-
son 82-17=65. Scratch 
Ross Duncan 71.

Sunday April 2, Brandon 
qualifi er, 23 played, CSS 
67 (RO). 1 Matt Keir 67-
4=63, 2 Alastair Dobson 
76-9=67, 3 Gordon Hend-
ry 72-5=67. Scratch, Matt 
Keir 67. 

Qualifi ers, 1st class 
Matt Keir, 2nd 
class Nicol Hume.
Fixtures: Sunday April 
9, 36-hole British Legion 
Trophy, draw Saturday at 
noon.

Also sweep, 8.30am and 
1pm. Wednesday April 12, 
McLelland Medal draw.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday April 1, sweep, 
1 R McLean 80-20=60, 
2 G Andrew 71-10=61. 
Scratch, A Napier 69. 
Magic twos B Paton.

Fixture: Saturday April 
8, sweep, ballots at 9am 
and 1pm.

low medal, CSS 60, par 61. 
1 I Bremner 67-7=60, 2 A 
Winship 77-15=62. Magic 
two @ 2nd I Bremner.  

Sunday April 2, Carpen-
ter Rosebowl, CSS 66, par 
64. Winner Alan Winship 
79-15=64, 2 Matt Harvey 
78-12=66, 3 Paul Cowan 
72-5=67. Scratch P Cow-
an 72. Magic twos P Cow-
an, I Murchie, J O’Sullivan 
all at 16th.  

Fixtures: Sunday April 
9,  Hugh Hutchison Green-
some, 12.30pm. Thursday 
April 13, Summer Cup, 
make up own games, see 
starter for times.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday March 28, Win-
ter Cup. 1 D Brookens 
77-10=67, 2 B Sherwood 
81-11=70, 3 E Ross 97-
26=71. David Brookens 
had a magic two at the 10th 
to everyone’s surprise. 

Winner of the Winter Cup 
for 2016/17, P Betley 391, 
runner-up B Sherwood 
394, BIH from J Pennycott.

Fixture: Tuesday April 11, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary. 
Please note tee off times are 
now 12.30pm and 5.30pm.

CHAPPELL - Peter. 
On 3 April at Templeton 
Care Home, Ayr, following 
recent complications from 
Alzheimers. Much loved 
husband, father and grand-
father. The funeral will 
take place at the Holmsford 
Bridge Crematorium, Dreg-
horn on Wednesday 12th 
April at 1pm. Please call 
Graham on 01770 303609 
(eve) or 07703 206237 if 
you require a taxi from Ar-
drossan.
COVER - Elizabeth Clark 
MacBride.
Suddenly but peacefully on 
Tuesday, 4th April 2017, 
aged 86 years. Beloved wife 
of the late John, dear mum, 
gran, sister and aunt of the 
family. Funeral service 
on Tuesday, 11th April at 
Lochranza church, 12 noon 
to which all are welcome.
HUNTER - Ellen.
Suddenly at Crosshouse 
Hospital on Monday 27th 
March 2017, aged 67. Much 
loved wife of Alan and 
mother of Julie and Ellen, 
granny of Jessica, James, 
Connor, Kayliegh and Cal-
lum. Funeral service at 
Holmsford Bridge Crema-
torium, Dreghorn on Tues-
day 11th April at 11am. 
Thereafter at the Lauriston 
Hotel, Saltcoats. All guests 
welcome. No fl owers, dona-
tions to RNLI Arran.

CRISP - The family of 
Maurice Crisp would like to 
express their sincere thanks 
to colleagues, relatives, 
friends and neighbours, for 
their kindness, cards and 
fl owers received during 
their recent bereavement.
Thanks go to the wonder-
ful carers who worked with 
Maurice over the last couple 
of years, Dr Guthrie for her 
help and support, Ayrshire 
Hospice for their help, and 
the fantastic district nurses 
who cared for Maurice and 
supported the whole family 
during the last few days.
Thanks to Jean for the com-
forting service and Jim of 
Co-operative Funeral Care 
for the funeral arrange-
ments. Thanks also to all 
who contributed to the col-
lection which raised £135 
for the Arran War Memo-
rial Hospital Supporters 
League.
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Arran High School boys 
enjoy a lighter moment 

with Ryan Wilson. 

Runners are being sought 
to take part in the Isle of 
Arran Ormidale 10K which 
takes place later this month.

Always popular with is-
land runners and visitors 
alike, this year’s Ormidale 
10K road race takes place 
on Sunday April 23 with a 
noon start. 

As usual, the race will 
start and end at the Ormi-
dale Park sports pavilion 
in Brodick. The pleasant 
coastal route heads out on 
the main road, the A841, to 
Merkland Point at the north 
end of Brodick Bay, and 
back again, with a short di-
version on the outward leg 

Runners get set for Ormidale 10K

Runners at the start of last year’s race. 01_B18run02

up past Brodick Church to 
get the distance exact. 

Runners can expect to en-
joy some splendid scenery 
and possibly even the sight 
of seals basking on the 
rocks, in front of Brodick 
Castle. The fl at road, new-
ly resurfaced, must en-
hance the possibility of a 
PB for serious runners. The 
race is held under Scottish 
Athletics rules and anyone 
15 years or older may en-
ter. Fun runners and nov-
ices are most welcome. 
The event is sponsored 
by Arran Shand Business 
Devel opment Services and 
the Ormidale Hotel.

The noon start  allows vis-
iting runners, arriving on 
the 9.45am ferry from Ar-
drossan, to make their way 
to the sports pavilion, just 
half a mile from the pier, in 
good time for the race. Re-
turning ferries leave Brod-
ick at 1.55pm, 4.40pm, and 
7.20pm.

Entries should be made 
on the Sientries website: 
www.sientries.co.uk.

Brodick Improvement As-
sociation has volunteered 
marshals but more help is 
needed. Anyone wishing to 
help please contact Tommy 
Gilmore at the Ormidale 
Hotel or 01770 302246.

Warrior spirit sees Arran 
reach the quarter-finals 
Arran High School pupils 
were among 100 students 
from Ayrshire and Arran 
who got the chance to play 
at the home of the Glasgow 
Warriors last week as they 
competed in the quarter-
fi nals of the ScottishPower 
Warriors rugby champion-
ship at Scotstoun Stadium. 

Represented by their three 
teams of S1 boys, S2 boys 
and under-15s girls, Arran 
High School, Loudoun 
Academy and Grange 
Academy were treated to 
a guided tour of Scotstoun 
as well as meeting Glas-

gow Warriors players Mark 
Bennett and Ryan Wil-
son who stood pitchside 
throughout the games.

Competing alongside 
each other throughout the 
heats were twins Abbie 
and Erin Mulholland, from 
Arran. Ultimately, all of 
the Ayrshire schools were 
pipped to the post for a 
place in the semi-fi nal.

Scottish Rugby ambassa-
dor Al Kellock said: ‘Arran, 
Loudoun, and Grange 
teams showed real guts 
and determination today 
and each of the players 

should be incredibly proud 
of themselves. We’re now 
in the second year of the 
championship and it’s en-
couraging to see so much 
potential in the next gen-
eration of players coming 
through the ranks. We hope 
to see more of Ayrshire and 
Arran’s fi nest teams back 
as part of next year’s cham-
pionship.’

Keith Anderson, chief cor-
porate offi cer at Scottish-
 Power said: ‘It’s been a 
fantastic few weeks of rug-
by and great to see so many 
of Scotland’s young peo-
ple getting fi t and active 
through sport. Huge well 
done to all of the teams in-
volved. We hope they en-
joyed this exciting oppor-
tunity to play at the home 
of one of Europe’s premier 
clubs thanks to the Glas-
gow Warriors.’

Designed to promote 
active, healthy lifestyles 
among young people 
across Scotland, the cham-
pionship is a fundamen-
tal part of ScottishPower’s 
three-year sponsorship of 
Glasgow Warriors and its 
commitment to supporting 
grassroots sport in Scot-
land.

Arran High School boys with Glasgow Warrior Ryan Wilson. 

Arran twins Abbie and Erin Mulholland with Scotland 
player Louise McMillan. 
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Margaret Kerr throws the � rst jack of the 
season at Blackwaterfoot Bowls Club. 

Spectators are in for 
a feast of rugby next 
weekend when the 
Arran Malt Rugby 
Sevens are held.

Now in their 32nd 
year, there is a healthy 
12-team line-up for the 
event, which is always 
a big crowd puller, at 
Ormidale Park next 
Saturday, April 15, 
from 11am.

It has been a diffi -
cult few months for the 
Arran Rugby Club 
after they had to with-
draw from the league 
due to a shortage of 
players, but they are 
looking forward to get-
ting back on the fi eld 
for the tournament.

Club chairman Angus 
Adamson said: ‘After a 
diffi cult season, when 
we were forced to pull 
out of league rugby, we 
have been extremely 
grateful for all the mes-
sages of support and en-
couragement received 
from the rugby com-
munity, not least from 
the teams who are here 
to compete for the Ar-
ran Society of Glasgow 
Cup next weekend. 

‘A successful sevens 
will at least ensure we 
fi nish the season on a 
high and we look for-
ward to watching some 
fi ne rugby grace the 
Ormidale Park pitch on 
the day.’

Feast of rugby in store 
at sevens tournament

The fi rst jack of the 
new summer season at 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls 
Club was bowled last 
Saturday by Marga-
ret Kerr, who was last 
year’s ladies singles 
champion.

Bowling season 
gets under way in 
Blackwaterfoot

 Margaret was ably 
assisted by men’s 
singles champion, 
John Robinson. 

Any interested poten-
tial new members will 
be made most  wel-
come.

The Arran team who won the � rst rugby sevens competition back in 1983.

The earliest record 
of Arran RFC play-
ing sevens rugby was 
in 1980 when an Arran 
team was invited to 
take part in the prelim-
inary evening rounds 
of the Kilmarnock 
Sevens. They compet-
ed in the same com-
petition again in 1981 
and 1982, although 
didn’t manage to pro-
gress beyond the fi rst 
round. 

The inaugural Ar-
ran Sevens was held at 
the recreation ground 
in Lamlash on April 2, 
1983, with eight teams 
playing for a new tro-
phy presented by the 
Arran Society of Glas-
gow. 

Much to their sur-
prise and delight Arran 
lifted the cup, beat-
ing Marr, Dumbarton, 
Jordanhill and Kilmar-
nock on the way. The 
winning team that day 
was Rob Logan (cap-
tain), Dougie Stuart, 
Angus Adamson, Ewan 
McNee, Robbie Craw-
ford, Jimmy Morrison 
and Ian MacDonald, 
with Alastair Dobson 
also in the squad. 

Although Arran made 
the fi nal on at least two 
further occasions in 
the 1980s, fi nding that 
perfect winning blend 
of players for a sec-
ond time has remained 

elusive. Winners of the 
Arran Sevens to date 
include Heriot’s, Kil-
marnock, Cumnock 
and Irvine. A plate 
competition was later 
added to the tourna-
ment, the trophy being 
presented by William 
Cook and John Rob-
ertson. 

With the opening of 
the new pavilion and 
sports facilities at the 
Ormidale Park, the Ar-
ran Sevens moved to 
Brodick in 1997 and 
now, fi xed to Easter 
Saturday, has become 
an Arran institution in 
its own right. 

The annual tourna-
ment has only been 
cancelled twice in the 
past 34 years, once in 
2006 due to damage 
caused to the Ormi-
dale Park pitch by the 
over-zealous applica-
tion of weedkiller to 
the white line markings 
and a second time in 
2013 due to the heavy 
fall of snow, which 
caused much disrup-
tion to island life. 

Today marks the 
32nd tournament and, 
with 12 teams regis-
tered to take part, will 
hopefully be one of the 
best yet, and perhaps 
that elusive winning 
blend of Arran play-
ers will be found once 
more.


