
No. 2069   Arran’s Weekly Newspaper                                SATURDAY 31 MARCH, 2018 www.arranbanner.co.uk        Price 75p

Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Continued on page six

Call for cycle ban on 
Arran’s danger roads
A call has been made for 
mass cycle events on Arran 
to be banned because the 
island’s roads are too dan-
gerous.

‘Arran aspires to be a 
world class island, but how 
can this happen when we 
have third world roads,’ 
Shiskine representative 
Marilyn Woods said at Ar-
ran Community Council 
this week.

And she urged the coun-
cil to ‘oppose in the strong-
est possible terms’ any ap-
plications for major cycle 
events which came before 
them due to the state of the 
island’s roads which she 
said were ‘not fi t for pur-
pose’.

‘There could be serious 

Shiskine shines at spring show

Shiskine primary school was the big winner at the Arran Horticultural Society spring � ower and bulb show lifting 
the overall school trophy, with pupil Heather Beeton taking the Neil McLean Cup. Full report and pictures page 10 
and 11.

consequences for any of 
these cycling events. There 
is a danger to life and limb 
for the participants and if 
there was an accident North 
Ayrshire Council have got 
to be culpable.’

Mrs Woods told the meet-
ing in Lamlash Golf Club 
on Tuesday: ‘The roads are 
in a disgusting state; they 
are like a cart and track in 
some places. It is just ridic-
ulous.’ She said there were 
20 areas of concern in and 
around the Shiskine area 
with a total of 390 potholes 
being counted.

She was supported by 
Whiting Bay representative 
Peter Randell, who said 
he had raised in the past 
his concern for the safety 
of competitors taking part 
in road cycling contests, 
but had been assured these 
were time trials and not rac-
ing events. ‘The only safe-
ty precaution I have seen is 
purple lines being painted 
round potholes,’ he said.

open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
why not try our two course lunch?

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.auchrannie.co.uk/brambles

See our feature on pages 13 to 18
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AND Isle of Arran tourist map
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Sail-past marks Brodick Co-op 
reopening

The offi cial opening of the 
the new Brodick Co-op 
was marked by a sail-past 
of the MV Caledonian Isles 
to wish the new store every 
success.

Guests at the opening cer-
emony were in safe hands 
with representaives of all 
the emergency services 
there to mark the reopen-
ing after the store’s £1 mil-
lion makeover.

The skies were some-
times overcast but it stayed 
largely dry for the ribbon 
cutting after store manag-
er Liz McLean welcomed 
customers and guests to the 
new-look store. Flanked 
by pipers Malcolm Wheel-
er and Alistair Hume, the 
opening was performed by 
Coastguard station offi ce 
Fiona Laing, who is also a 
fi rst responder.

Co-op community rep-
resentative Mark Har-
wood explained some of 

Coastguard’s Fiona cuts ribbon at new-
look store as emergency staff look on

the community work of the 
Co-op before presenting 
a £500 cheque to the new 
Think About Plastic (TAP) 
group which has been set 
up on Arran.

Further local good caus-
es, charities and commu-
nity groups can now apply 
to benefi t from the Co-op’s 
community fund. Applica-
tions for the next round of 
funding can be made until 
April 8.

Guests then joined the 
emergency services on the 
other side of the car park to 
watch the sail-past during 
which the ferry sounded 
its horn before Co-op staff 
crossed the road to wave 
their thanks to the crew.

Back in the store each 
branch of the emergen-
cy services was present-
ed with an Easter hamper 
and £50-worth of Co-op 
vouchers to use to help 
their funds before a Co-

op cake was cut in the new 
cosy corner, which is avail-
able for community use, 
and sweets and Easter eggs 
were handed out to young-
sters.

Throughout Friday and 
over the weekend treats and 
promotions were available 
in the new store which of-
fers a wide range of fresh, 
healthy foods, hot food, 
meal ideas, award winning 
wines and essentials along 
with an in-store bakery and 
self-service tills to improve 
service times.

Liz said after the open-
ing: ‘It’s been a great day 
and I can’t thank Colin 
McCort and everyone at 
CalMac enough for arrang-
ing the sail-past and all the 
emergency service person-
nel who came along to sup-
port us. I hope everyone, 
residents and visitors alike, 
will enjoy the experience 
of the new store.’

Store manager Liz McLean welcomes guests to the opening ceremony. 01_B13coop03

Coastguard Fiona Laing cuts the ribbon at the new store. 01_ B13coop04

The ferry sail-past is just visible above line up of the emergency services and Co-op sta� . 01_B13coop06

Iain Maclean cuts the Co-op cake in the new cosy corner. 

01_B13coop08

Extra summer sailings 
are not on for Easter
The opening of the new Brodick ferry terminal ap-
pears to have gone relatively smoothly, but with 
many services fully booked there is disappointment 
that the second summer ferry is not in running for the 
busy Easter rush.

The MV Isle of Arran is not scheduled to arrive on 
Thursday April 26 which has led to the Arran Fer-
ry Committee expressing its ‘disapproval’ and begin-
ning its fi ght to have the service on for Easter next 
year.

Discussing the new terminal, Arran Community 
Council heard there had been complaints about the 
stairs, a lack of capacity in the lifts and the length of 
the walkway. It is also monitoring parking at the new 
terminal.

The second summer ferry came on a week early in 
time for the Easter holiday last year, which was later 
in April. There is understood to be availability issues 
for the start time of the service this year.

The MV Isle of Arran is expected to begin summer 
service with the 8.20am sailing from Ardrossan on 
Thursday April 26 and will run until Monday Sep-
tember 24.
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Sail-past marks Brodick Co-op 
reopening

Helen How and Sue 
Weaver from Think About 
Plastic (TAP) receive a £500 
cheque from the Co-op. 
01_B13coop05

Little Sophie Scott from 
Lamlash joined her Easter 
hamper in a shopping 
trolley as one of the � rst 
children in the new shop. 
01_B13coop02

Store manager Liz McLean welcomes guests to the opening ceremony. 01_B13coop03

Coastguard Fiona Laing cuts the ribbon at the new store. 01_ B13coop04

Christopher Grant presents a hamper and Co-op vouchers to 
Robert Waine and Alan McNicol. 01_B13coop10

The ferry sail-past is just visible above line up of the emergency services and Co-op sta� . 01_B13coop06

Co-op sta�  wave to the ferry as it makes its sail-past. 01_B13coop07

Iain Maclean cuts the Co-op cake in the new cosy corner. 

01_B13coop08
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Artefacts wanted for My Childhood school display
Five pupils making up the Enactus 
group at Arran High School are ap-
pealing for artefacts from past dec-
ades for their My Childhood event 
which is to be held next month.

The exhibition, which hopes to pro-
vide visitors with a chance to social-
ise and reminisce, will take place on 

Friday April 20, from 11.30am to 
2.15pm at Arran High School.

Childhood
As part of the display from by-

gone eras, pupils are looking for 
toys, games and clothing and pho-
tos from different decades, anything 
from childhood that might represent 

the period or even something that is 
fondly remembered.

The group has previously held a 
Christmas lunch and a fi lm afternoon 
and is appealing for any artefacts that 
residents would like to share. Items 
can be dropped off at the Arran High 
School offi ce.

Fears raised after 
council cuts
elderly funding

The Glen Estate sheltered housing  complex in Brodick. 01_B47glen01

Residents of the Glen Es-
tate sheltered housing com-
plex in Brodick have been 
rocked by the news that vi-
tal funding for elderly care 
provision has been hit  by 
North Ayrshire Council 
budget cuts.

It is feared the cuts will 
have a drastic impact on 
the registered tenants who 
could potentially lose the 
vital services of the asso-
ciation’s co-ordinator who 
assists with day-to-day or-
ganisational, social and 
health issues affecting res-
idents.

Glen Estate Housing As-
sociation is a registered 
tenants’ association with 
Trust Housing Associa-
tion and has its own elect-
ed committee and a consti-
tution. The cut in funding 
is owing to North Ayrshire 
Council making a £20,669 
reduction in its budget by 
eliminating its contribution 
to the Trust Housing Asso-
ciation for Arran.

Glen Estate current-
ly houses 15 residents and 
has two rooms for guests 
who are visiting family 
from a distance; those who 
are looking into sheltered 
housing accommodation 
or for relatives and fami-
ly during times of bereave-
ment.

Trust Housing Associa-
tion, under whose auspices 
Glen Estate falls, are a na-
tional housing and care pro-
vider offering housing, care 
and support services. Their 
primary aim is to assist old-
er people in their communi-

Colin Smeeton-
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

ties where they provide and 
maintain homes for more 
than 2,500 people across 
Scotland.

McKelvie Road Hous-
ing Association in Lam-
lash will also face the im-
pact of these cuts along 
with housing support pro-
viders across North Ayr-
shire, who will all feel the 
implications of a total of 
£159,000 being reduced in 
funding support from coun-
cil coffers.

Representatives from 
trust housing will be visit-
ing the two residents’ asso-
ciations on Arran on Thurs-
day April 12, where they 
will look into what impact 
these cuts will have and the 
manner in which they will 
have to deal with them.

Lynn Ross of the Glen 
Estate Tenants Associa-

tion said she was ‘shocked 
and concerned’ by the an-
nouncement. She said: 
‘Hopefully the meeting on 
April 12 will clarify the sit-
uation and alleviate resi-
dents’ concerns about fu-
ture care.’

A North Ayrshire Council 
spokesman said: ‘We previ-
ously received ring-fenced 
grant funding from cen-
tral government which was 
mainly used to help us sup-
port warden services across 
our external partners. This 
ring-fencing was removed 
in 2008 but we continued, 
where possible, to maintain 
this level of support from 
our own resources.

‘Unfortunately, we had 
to make a number of tough 
decisions in this year’s 
budget and it was agreed 
that we could no longer af-

ford to provide this level of 
funding for a service that 
we no longer deliver in our 
own facilities to our exter-
nal partners.

‘We issued a notifi cation 
letter outlining the with-
drawal of the payment to 
Trust Housing Association 
as soon as possible after 
the 2018/19 council budget 
was agreed. We received a 
response to this letter from 
Trust Housing Associa-
tion expressing their dis-
appointment regarding the 
timescales for notifi cation, 
and that they would consid-
er the implications.

‘Council representatives 
remain willing, of course, 
to look to meet with repre-
sentatives from Glen Estate 
Trust Housing Association 
to offer assistance to help 
mitigate the impact.’

for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.theaspa.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

relax at the
ASPA

For those looking to unwind, our skilled
therapists are on hand to provide relaxing

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of face and body
treatments using the finest products from

ESPA and ISHGA.

open daily from
9am for a range of
face and body
treatments

treat 
yourself to a 

mini facial
for just

£40
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Big price rises as centre 
budgets its own success

The Arran Outdoor Education Centre in Lamlash. 01_B13outdoor01

The Arran Outdoor Educa-
tion Centre has become the 
victim of its own success.

A huge rise in visitor num-
bers has meant a big surge 
in running costs putting the 
North Ayrshire Council-run 
centre seriously in the red.

Now a business improve-
ment plan has been drawn 
up to meet the continued 
and increasing business 
pressures which accompa-
ny the operation of the facil-
ity over a vibrant and com-
plex 50-week, part-week 
and weekend schedule and 
to reduce the risk of the cen-
tre operating at a defi cit.

However, it means a big 
rise in prices for schools, 
as well as groups and fam-
ilies who use the centre, al-
though there will also be 
a big investment in new 
equipment.

From next month the cost 
for a family to stay at the 
centre will increase by a 
whopping 34 per cent while 
school cost use will rise 
around 20 per cent.

North Ayrshire schools 
will still get preferen-
tial rates, but the cost of a 
weekend of activities, per 
pupil, will go up from £89 
to £107. The rate for all 
other schools will rise from 

£179 to £213. Family stays 
will increase from £411 to 
£550 for a weekend and 
from £822 to £1,100 for a 
full week.

However, the council, in 
a price comparision, show 
this is still cheaper than 
similar facilities operated 
by North Tyneside Council 
and Sportscotland at their 
Inverclyde centre.

The current 44-bed, pur-
pose-built centre at Lam-
lash Bay opened in October 
2008 at a cost of £4.5 mil-
lion. Since then the facili-
ty has grown in popularity 
with visitor numbers soar-
ing at the island’s residen-

tial retreat.
The centre, which holds 

fi ve-star visitscotland ac-
creditation for residential 
and outdoor adventure ac-
tivity programmes, has 
seen midweek bookings go 
from 43 weeks to 50 weeks. 
Centre usage at weekends 
has also increased from 17 
weekends in 2015/16 to 37 
weekends in 2017/18.

To continue providing a 
top-class service, a fi ve-
year plan has been intro-
duced to replace centre 
equipment such as kay-
aks, dinghies and other wa-
ter-based gear, as well as 
land-based equipment such 

The total projected annu-
al replacement cost over a 
fi ve-year cycle is £100,000 
per year.

To ensure its continued 
sustainability over the com-
ing years, the council re-
cently undertook a detailed 
audit to try and counter this 
expenditure on new equip-
ment and increasing staff-
ing levels. The new pric-
ing structure was agreed 
by councillors at a cabinet 
meeting last week.

But the centre will still re-
quire council funding with 
the new charges expected 
to bring in £316,777 in the 
2018/19 fi nancial year. 

Employee costs at the 
centre alone during that 
time will be more than 

£560,000.
Councillor Alex Gallagh-

er, cabinet member for 
economies, said: ‘These in-
creases were absolutely es-
sential to maintain the fi ve-
star service provided at the 
centre.

‘We have introduced a 
pricing structure which still 
makes it really competi-
tive. In fact it remains far 
cheaper than other similar 
ones. With these changes, 
we will be able to reinvest 
in the centre and its equip-
ment which will ensure 
this fantastic facility con-
tinues to provide amazing 
memories and experiences 
for young people and their 
families for many more 
years.’

as waterproofs, rucksacks, 
tents and sleeping bags.
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Call for cycle ban Roadworks are 
completed at 
Witches Bridge
An accident blackspot has 
been  removed from the Ar-
ran roads.

Major roadworks on the 
Boguillie, which were ex-
pected to fi nish on Thurs-
day, have fl attened out and 
widened the tricky Witches 
Bridge corner, which was a 
particular peril for cyclists.

The improvement is part 
of more than a kilometre of 
new road which has been 
replaced on the main A841 
Lochranza Road north of 
North Sannox.

The two months of work 
started at the end of the Jan-
uary and has led to the clo-
sure of the Boguillie for 
seven and half hours every 
day since, after work over-

ran by fi rstly four weeks 
and then by another week.

A North Ayrshire Council 
spokesman said before The 
Banner went to print: ‘The 
improvement works to the 
A841 are currently on track 
to be completed on Thurs-
day March 29 in time for 
the Easter holidays.

Widening
‘The main section of 

works from Witches Bridge 
towards Lochranza involves 
the widening of more than a 
kilometre of the road to a 
width of six metres.

‘The works include verge 
stabilisation, a new fi lter 
drain system and inspection 
manholes, replacement and 
upgrading of road culverts 

and earthworks to improve 
sightlines.

‘We would like to thank 

drivers for their patience 
during the duration of the 
works,’ he added.

The completed roadworks at Witches Bridge.

?ub Quiz  
Wednesday 8.30 

Quality Yellow
Labrador Pups

KC Registered
Dogs and Bitches available

 Phone or email for more info 
T: 01770 810683 

E: juditheross@hotmail.com

Continued from page one
Arran police sergeant 

Dougie Robertson said it 
was incumbent on cyclists, 
as with all road users, to be 
to be aware of the road con-
ditions.

Arran is hugely popular 
for cycling events from ma-
jor competitions, round is-
land charity cycles, to vis-
iting bike clubs. Some are 
off-road while others use 
the islands fragile road net-
work, which has been left 
in serious need of repair af-
ter the severe winter weath-
er.

But island offi cer Gus 
MacLeod explained that 
very few events required a 
licence and a lot of private-
ly planned events did not 
even let the council know 

they were happening. 
However there are moves 
to require formal events to 
give the council notifi ca-
tion which will be circulat-
ed among interested par-
ties.

A meeting is planned for 
next week to raise aware-
ness of sporting events in-
cluding cycling, running 
and swimming and the ul-
tra events, which include 
a combination of all three. 
All the emergency services 
and the community council 
will be involved.

Meanwhile, the Arran 
roads repair programme for 
2018/19 costing £800,000 
is being fi nalised, amid 
concerns that the island 
needs ‘many millions’ to 
put the roads in order.
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75th anniversary of the 
sinking of HMS Dasher
A poignant 75th anniver-
sary remembrance service 
was held at the memorial 
plaque at the new Brodick 

Rev Angus Adamson conducted the memorial service and 
Ian Clarke played the lament. 01_B13dasher01

Provost Ian Clarkson pays 
his respects at the new 
memorial plaque at the 
Brodick ferry terminal. 
01_B13dasher03

Members of the HMS Dasher Association lay wreaths at 
the memorial. 01_B13dasher02

ferry terminal last Saturday 
in memory of the victims 
of HMS Dasher who per-
ished in 1943.

Members of the HMS 
Dasher Association and the 
Arran branch of the Roy-
al British Legion Scot-

land paid their respects at 
the new memorial plaque 
where a short service was 
conducted. A minute’s si-
lence was held and a piper 
played the lament.

Joining the assembled 
were members of the Sea 
Cadet Corps, the Royal 
Navy and Provost Ian Clark-
son. The moving service 
was conducted by Rev An-
gus Adamson and former 
Arran resident, Ian Clarke, 
who once again returned to 
Arran to pipe at the occasion 
and play the lament.

A service takes place 
on the top deck of the Ar-
ran ferry every year with 
the assistance of CalMac 
which sails the ship over 
the exact spot, fi ve miles 
from the Cumbrae light-

house, where the ship went 
down. The crew turn off the 
engines, hold a service and 
throw wreaths into the sea.

A further service marking 
the actual date of the fateful 
day of Tuesday March 27, 
took place on the 1.50pm 
ferry, however, the con-
tingent did not stop at the 

Brodick memorial.
The annual service takes 

place on the Saturday clos-
est to March 27, when in 
1943 at 4.40pm a huge ex-
plosion ripped HMS Dash-
er apart and sank the ves-
sel within eight minutes, 
taking with it 527 men of 
whom only 149 survived.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Thought for the Week
‘The way of fools seems 
right to them, but the 
wise listen to advice. 
Fools show their annoy-
ance at once, but the pru-
dent overlook an insult.’ 
Proverbs 16:15

Value for money?
Sir,
So, Brodick’s new ferry 
terminal is fi nally up and 
running, six months late 
and 66 per cent over the 
original budget; when fi rst 
revealed in 2014 we were 
told the cost would be £18 
million, then £22.2 million 
in 2016 and now £30 mil-
lion.

At the same time, there 
will be a further delay in the 
£48 million plus MV Glen 
Sannox, built for the Arran 
route, entering service as it 
has had to go back to dry 
dock for modifi cations be-
cause it was launched ‘not 
fi t for purpose’.

We are now also told that 
simulations have shown 
that it will not be as relia-
ble as the current incum-
bent on the route, this at the 
end of yet another winter of 
weather-related delays and 
cancellations. My experi-
ence with simulations is 
that they are used to see if 
something you want to do 
is feasible before you try it, 
not after the event.

During the above events I 
have not heard one mention 
of penalty clauses for con-
tracts overrunning and kit 
not working or not being up 
to spec!  CMAL owns both 
the new ferry terminal and 
ferry.  CMAL is ‘wholly 
owned by the Scottish Gov-
ernment’, by default you 
and me.  I challenge the 
transport minister, Humza 
Yousaf, to stand up and say 
with hand on heart that the 
public has received value 
for money from these con-
tracts instead of organising 
‘research’ into whether one 
mainland port is better suit-
ed for travel to and from 
Arran than another.

The outcome of Mr 
Yousaf’s ‘research’ seemed 
more like political appease-
ment than the provision of 
a reliable ferry service for 

Arran. Ironic then that ru-
mours abound that the fer-
ries will be using Troon 
during Ardrossan’s make-
over.  If correct, will the A 
to B-ers abstain from using 
ferries plying in and out of 
Troon?

Yours,
P W Yates
Catacol

Party funds
Sir,
Many thanks to everyone 
who supported our cof-
fee afternoon on February 
24.  We raised more than 
£1,000 for the Christmas 
Party funds.  Special men-
tion to staff at Kinloch for 
all their assistance.

Yours,
Elma Judge
Shiskine and Machrie 
Senior Citizens
Committee

Deplorable roads
Sir,
I visited Arran this week 
for a two-day break at 
Auchrannie. I was looking 
forward to exploring the is-
land by driving round it.

Unfortunately, I was 
forced to curtail my trip by 
the deplorable state of the 
roads. I have experienced 
many examples of worn 
road surfaces around Scot-
land but never to the down-
right dangerous condition 
to that seen on Arran.

For a Scottish island that 
must see tourism as large 
source of income it is, to 
say the least, very sad that 
this issue detracts from its 
overall appeal.

Yours,
Gilbert Harvey
Rutherglen

Dog classes
Sir,
I have had a few enquiries 
about running an evening 
class for dog training but 

numbers are paramount to 
make it viable. 

We have 13 people al-
ready but would real-
ly need 20 to get it up and 
running.

If anyone is interested in 
evening dog training class-
es please get in touch on 
600858.

Yours,
Margaret Kay
Whiting Bay

Double standards
Sir,
Recently the Daily Mail ran 
a campaign against compa-
nies who either imposed 
rip-off delivery charges or 
refused to deliver to parts 
of Scotland or the islands.

As the victim of one na-
tional electrical retailer, 
which at one time was pre-
pared to take several hun-
dred pounds off me and 
yet within a few months 
refused to deliver at all, 
its advice being if I want-
ed anything I should come 
and fetch it, I fully support-
ed the campaign.

Having read the Daily 
Mail for many years and 
being a member of their re-
wards club last week, on 
attempting to order a small 
item from the Mail Shop, 
I was faced with the mes-
sage: ‘Please use another 
address’.

Failing to get a response 
to my online complaint 
within the promised two 
days, I phoned their cus-
tomer service department 
to be told: ‘We are very 
busy. We do not deliver 
to addresses off the main-
land.’

Double standards indeed. 
I did write to their letters 
page suggesting they might 
put their own house in or-
der but, not surprised to 
see, they did not print it.

Yours,
Peter Randell
Whiting Bay

Bridge too far
Sir,
The long-awaited terminal 
and pier are now open for 
business.  Whether the Ar-
ran people grow to love it 
or loath it, only time will 
tell.  For sure, we have to 
accept it.  

On my experience yes-
terday, although it is aes-
thetically pleasing and ex-
cellent for car drivers, for 
the unfortunate foot pas-
sengers, particularly those 
with prams, dogs, heavy 
cases, walking aids, wheel-
chairs and the elderly, it is 
‘A Bridge Too Far’.

My real purpose for writ-
ing this letter is to say how 
sad many people found it 
that the old pier closed at 
8.20 am on March 20 with-
out ceremony or the chance 
for people to witness it.

Brodick Pier had stood 
there in many forms, wood, 
iron and concrete, since 
1822, nigh on 200 years. 

It was a part of every is-
lander’s life.  In all that 
time men left to fi ght in 
two world wars and some 
smaller ones.  Arran’s hors-
es were transported from 
the island to the battlefi elds 
of France and Belgium. 

The pier area was also the 
site of the legendary Brod-
ick Fair.  Many brides were 
wheeled down the pier as 
they went on honeymoon, 
and in more recent times 
brides and grooms were 
tooted by the ferry.  Emi-
grants took their last look at 
Arran from there, and how 
many millions of emotional 
reunions and partings did it 
witness?  Never again will 
we have that lovely view of 
Brodick Bay as the boat left 
the pier.

I for one mourn the pass-
ing of a faithful servant and 
wish we still had the simple 
boarding via the gangway.

Yours,
Norma Davidson
Brodick

Keep roads safe
There is, with some jus-
tifi cation, concern at cy-
cling events coming to Ar-
ran, given the state of the 
island’s roads.

They are in a very poor 
state following the severe 
winter weather, so main-
land organisers should be 
aware what participants in 
their events will be facing.

We also do not think it 
unreasonable that sporting 
events coming to the island 
should give fair and prior 
warning to the authorities 
of their plans.

To this end, we are 
pleased that the long dis-
cussed process of sharing 
information between the 
authorities, the emergen-
cy services and communi-
ty groups is now bearing 
fruit and this will be fur-
ther developed at the meet-
ing next week.

We want the island to be 
open to everyone. But if 
the activities of one self-
ish group impinge on the 
enjoyment of others, then 
we feel it only right that it 
should be regulated.

Increasingly, there are 
a lot of competing pres-
sures on the roads, as well 
as elsewhere, as the island 
succeeds in attracting more 
and more tourists.

And while it may seem 
harsh to call for a cycle 
event ban, if it helps to 
promote a debate on how 
island events, which are 
getting bigger and more 
frequent, are handled, then 
we are right behind it.
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McCain Straight Cut Home Chips 900g. Equivalent to £2.17 per kg. Co-op Spaghetti 500g. Equivalent to £1.12 per kg. Co-op Baked Beans in Tomato Sauce 410g. 
Equivalent to 78.0p per kg. Warburtons Toastie White Bread 800g. Equivalent to 13.1p per 100g. Co-op Whole Cucumber, 50.0p each. Co-op Unsmoked 
Rindless Back Bacon 300g. Equivalent to £6.97 per kg. See participating stores for details. Subject to availability. Varieties as stocked. Prices correct at time of 
going to print 23/03/18.

LOW
PRICES
EVERYDAY

50p £2.09

32p

56p

£1.05

£1.95

Brodick Co-op, 2 Shore Street, Brodick KA27 8AG.
Opening times: Monday - Sunday 6am - 10pm

For 100s of everyday low prices, pop into 
your new look Brodick Co-op

Gin is just the tonic at launch night

Gin company founders George Laird, Stuart Fraser and 
George Grassie at the launch. 

The Isle of Arran Gin Com-
pany held its offi cial launch 
on Friday night at The Drift 
Inn.

The invitation-only event 
attracted a big crowd keen 
to try the fi rst island brand-
ed gin, which has stagger-
ingly sold almost 1,000 
bottles since it fi rst hit 
the shelves on Arran fi ve 
weeks ago. 

As well as gin tasting 
there were snacks and nib-
bles, casino type games and 
a special showing of the 
latest Utter Nonsence Film 
- a humorous spoof on the 
creation of Arran gin.

While it is now wide-
ly available at outlets and 

Guests enjoy the launch night in the Drift Inn. 

bars on the island it has had 
to delay its launch on the 
mainland because demand 
is too high on the island, 
according to George Laird 
of the team, whose job it 
will be to sell it nationwide.

Perfecting
The gin is the brain-

child of Stuart Fraser of 
Bay Kitchen and Stores in 
Whiting Bay and George 
Grassie of the Blackwater 
Bakehouse, who spent 18 
months perfecting the drink 
before taking it to Glenshee 
Craft Distillery in Perth-
shire where it is being com-
mercially produced.

The company has long 
term plans for a distillery 

and visitor centre on the is-
land.

Stuart said: ‘I would just 
like to say a  big “thank 
you” to everyone who at-
tended and supported our 
fantastic launch night at the 
Drift Inn and special thanks 
to Amy and Euan for host-
ing such a fun evening.

‘We want this gin com-

pany to be about Arran - 
the fl avours, the botanicals  
and the people. To that end 
we raised £200 on the night 
for Arran Trust, whose 
work in protecting Arran’s 
environment is much ad-
mired by our group. Thanks 
to everyone for helping us 
get off the ground so quick-
ly - cheers!’

Market report from
United Auctions Stirling
United Auctions had for-
ward 3,516 store and 
breeding cattle, also 2,516 
store sheep, over the last 
fortnight at their sales in 
Stirling.

The prices were: store 
cattle - SimX bullocks 
£900, 261p, Bellevue; 
LimX bullocks £950, 247p, 
Kilpatrick; SimX heif-
ers £870, 251p, Bellevue; 
LimX heifers £810, 239p, 
Kilpatrick; BBX heifers 
£840, 236p, Kilpatrick.

Breeding cattle - SimX 
cow and calf, £1,350 
Craigview; LimX in-calf 
cow, £970 and £960, Bal-
gowan.

Sheep - TexX hoggs, £77, 
Kilpatrick; EasycareX 
hoggs, £88.50, Braehead; 
TexX ewe, £133, Bridge; 
TexX ewe, £97, Balgowan; 
BF ewe, £51, Balgowan; 
BF ewe, £37., Bridge; 
Mule ewe, £70, Braehead; 
Mule ewe,£59, Balgowan; 
Mule ewe, £57, Bridge.
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Spring is in the air at 
flower show

Photographs by Hugh Boag
Spring was defi nitely in the air last Saturday 
in Brodick Hall.

The dreadful winter weather may have hit 
the number of entries but there was still a 
marvellous display at the Arran Horticultural 
Society spring fl ower and bulb show.

The fi ne selection of fl owers and plants was 
augmented by some excellent entries in the 
children’s section, which is well support-
ed by the primary schools around the island, 
with Shiskine this year coming out on top.

The top gardener of the day was Janice 
Murray, who lifted both the Royal Bank of 
Scotland Trophy for the best exhibit in show 
and the R W McKelvie Cup.

At the prizegiving chairman John Sillars 
thanked all the entries and gave special men-
tion to the support from the primary schools 
which he said helped make the show. He also 
encouraged more children to enter the sum-
mer show which this year will be on Wednes-
day August 8.

Kirsty Hume with her winning garden in a tray. 01_B13� ower02

Trophies:
Royal Bank of Scotland Trophy for best exhibit in the show: 

Janice Murray
R W McKelvie Cup for best exhibit in section 1: Janice Mur-

ray
The Neil McLean Cup (school trophy) for the best exhibit in 

section 5: Heather Beeton, Shiskine Primary
Brodick Castle Gardens Trophy for the school or nursery gain-

ing most points: Shiskine Primary
Arran Horticultural Society Trophy for best in photographic 

section 6: Grant McAllister.
Full results: Section 1, bulb class. Daffodils/narcissi 1 B Pau-

lucy, 2 A Bilsland, 3 S Harding. Crocus 1 E Ross, 2 J Murray, 3 
J Murray. Tulips 2  E Ross. Hyacinths 1 E Ross. Minature daffo-
dils 1 E Ross, 2 A Stefanuti, 3 J Murray. Miscellaneous 1 J Mur-
ray, 2 A Stefanuti, 3 Shiskine Primary.

Section 2, cut blooms. 5 daffodils/narcissi (trumpet) 1 A 
Bilsland , 2 J Totty, 3 Brodick Primary. 5 daffodils/narcissi (large 
cup) 1 J Sillars, 2 S Harding, 3 S Harding. 5 daffodils/narcissi 
(double) 1 J Totty. 5 daffodils/narcissi (multi-head) 1 S Harding, 
2 A Bilsland. Any other fl owing bulb 1 Jemma Totty, 2 Jemma 
Totty, 3 Jo Totty. 1 bloom of narcissi (named) 1 A Stefanuti, 2 A 
Stefanuti, 3 K Stefanuti.

Section 3 - fl oral art. Flower arrangement (own choice) 1 M 
Crawford, 2 J Barraclough, 3 J Barraclough. Floral art them 
(Royal Wedding) 1 M Crawford.

Section 4, miscellaneous.  Vase foliage 1 Janet Barraclough, 2 
Elby Lang, 3 Laura Currie. Pot plant, foliage 1 A Stefanuti, 2 B 
Paulucy, 3 B Stewart. Pot plan, fl owering 1 B Stewart, 2 B Pau-
lucy, 3 B Stewart. Patio pot, spring collection 1 S Harding, 2 C 
Shaw. Patio pot, 1 or 2 varieties 1 A Stefanuti, 2 Jemma Totty, 3 
J Sillars. Cut fl owering shrub in vase, 2 E Lang.

Brenda Stewart with her 
winning orchids. 
01_B13� ower05

Scott McAllister with his winning scarecrow and Ava and Olivia 
McNeice who were runners-up. 01_B13� ower03

Some of the entries for the garden in a tray. 01_B13� ower04

Lisa Henderson with her colouring entry. 01_B13� ower06

Chairman John Sillars 
conducts the prizegiving. 
01_B13� ower12
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Spring is in the air at 
flower show

Section 5 - children. Garden in tray 1 Kirsty Hume, 2 Kilmo-
ry Primary, 3 Olivia and Ava McNeice, Shiskine Primary. High-
ly commended Olivia and Ava McNeice, Grace and Fin Pop-
plewell, Jack, Harry and Reece Popplewell. Painted decorated 
egg, farmyard theme 1 Reece Popplewell, 2 The Popplewells, 3 
Lisa Henderson, Shiskine Primary. Highly commended Shiskine 
Primary. Bowl of bulbs 1 Shiskine Primary, 2 Kilmory Primary, 
3 Brodick Primary. Scarecrow up to 1.8m 1 Scott McAllister, 2 
Olivia and Ave McNeice, 3 Group 2 Lamlash Primary.

Coloured picture, spring fl ower, 8 years and under 1 Rayvn 
Russell, 2 Niamh Sturgeon, 3 Jack Popplewell. Highly com-
mended Brodie Atkinson, Whiting Bay Primary, Shiskine Pri-
mary. Coloured picture, spring fl owers 9 to 12 years 1 Heath-
er Beeton, Shiskine Primary, 2 Isla Monteith, Kilmory Primary, 
3 Kirsty Hume, Brodick Primary. Highly commended Shiskine 
Primary (twice).

Section 6 - photographic. Photograph, signs of spring. 1 Grant 
McAllister, 2 John Barraclough, 3 John Barraclough.

All the trophy winners at the spring � ower and bulb show. 01_B13� ower01

Scott McAllister with his winning scarecrow and Ava and Olivia 
McNeice who were runners-up. 01_B13� ower03

Some of the entries for the garden in a tray. 01_B13� ower04

Janice Murray 
with her pot of iris 
which took the 
best exhibit prize. 
01_B13� ower09

Heather Beeton with her colouring entry 
which won the Neil McLean Cup. 
01_B13� ower08

May Crawford with her winning Royal Wedding entry. 
01_B13� ower10

Janice Murray collects the Royal Bank of 
Scotland Trophy for best exhibit in show. 
01_B13� ower11

Some of the many 
childrens’ entries at 
the show.
01_b13� ower07
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The Arran Naturalist commemorative edition
A special 40th anniversary 
edition of The Arran Natu-
ralist, the journal of the Ar-
ran Natural History Socie-
ty, has been produced.

It was fi rst published in 
1978 and the commemora-
tive edition will be of inter-
est to all with a love of Ar-
ran’s fauna and fl ora.

According to the fore-
word by Robert McLel-
lan in the fi rst edition of 
the publication, the Ar-
ran Natural History Soci-
ety had been established 
at a meeting instigated by 
Maggie Dunn and Susan 
King in 1977 with the fi rst 
journal being published in 
1978.  The journal was then 
published annually up un-
til 2000 under a number of 
able editors including Jona-
than G H Williams of Glen 
Sannox from 1978 to 1991.

That fi rst edition con-
tains a whole range of ar-
ticles that are still perti-
nent today. These include 
notes on basking sharks, 
seals, midges, buzzards and 
spagnum moss, to name but 
a few, plus one on creatures 
that walked on what was 
to be Arran 320 million 
years ago. In addition that The front cover of the 40th anniversary edition. 

Auction raises 
£750 for Shiskine
hall
The annual Shiskine Hall 
auction recently raised 
more than £750.  There was 
an eclectic mix of items 
for sale, some grouped in 
‘lucky dip’ lots, all under 
the watchful eye of auc-
tioneer Sheila Gilmore.

As well as the sale, tea 
and home baking was on 
offer to those attending. A 
sum of £100 from the pro-
ceedings is being donated 
to the mental health chari-
ty Mind.

fi rst journal contains the 
names of the offi ce bear-
ers including the chairman 
Howard Walker, reports on 
their winter programme of 
talks, plus a humorous ac-
count of a fi eld trip to Holy 
Isle. In its entirety it gives a 
fascinating insight into Ar-
ran’s natural world and the 
emerging  society.

The idea of a commemo-
rative edition came from a 
society committee meeting. 
Committee member Sue 
Archer volunteered to re-
view all the journals which 
ended with the 2000 edi-
tion. Sue came up with the 
insight that the fi rst jour-
nal refl ected the work of 
the society and suggested 
that the fi rst edition should 
be reprinted in its entirety 
with an introduction from 
the current chairman, Ter-
ry Southall.

The present members of 
the society have been giv-
en a copy of this commem-
orative edition. A limited 
number have been printed 
and copies are now avail-
able from shops and other 
outlets throughout the is-
land for the modest price 
of £3 or through the soci-

ety by contacting Lindsey 
and Robert Marr of Lam-
lash at: arrannaturalhisto-
rysociety@gmail.com

This commemorative edi-
tion is fascinating to read 

and the Arran Natural His-
tory Society committee 
has no reservations in rec-
ommending it to all people 
with a love of Arran.

Jim Cassels

Would-be 
buyers sign 

in for the 
auction. 
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OPEN DAILY: MAR – OCT  10.00 – 17.15 
 NOV – FEB  10.00 – 16.00

FOR TOUR TIMES AND INFORMATION  
PLEASE CHECK OUR WEB SITE

THE ISLE OF ARRAN DISTILLERY  
AND VISITOR CENTRE, LOCHRANZA, KA27 8HJ

TEL: 01770 830 264 
EMAIL: BOOKINGS@ARRANWHISKY.COM

www.arranwhisky.com

VISIT THE AWARD  
WINNING VISITOR  
CENTRE AT THE ISLE  
OF ARRAN DISTILLERY
DISTILLERY TOURS • SHOP • CASKS CAFÉ BAR

Arran TheArranBanner Ad1 124x170mm 050318.indd   1 05/03/2018   10:47

Easter marks the start of the 
busy tourist season on Arran 
and this year promises to be 
no di� erent with a host of 
activities for the family and 
individuals to suit all tastes 
and preferences.

Getting your long Easter 
weekend o�  to a good start, 
visitors can relax in the beau-
tifully manicured gardens of 
the reopened Arran Herit-
age Museum, open through-
out the entire weekend be-
tween 10.30am and 4.30pm, 
while enjoying tasty treats at 

the Cafe Rosaburn which has 
also just reopened for the 
season.

Saturday is bound to be 
a fun � lled family day with 
two large events taking 
place in both Brodick and 
Lamlash. Environmental 
community group COAST 
will be hosting an Eggtopus 
Trail with eight challenges 
which will include opportu-
nities to see, touch and learn 
about sea creatures with an 
egg and baby theme mixed 
into the educational activ-

ities. Never a dull day with 
the COAST team, there will 
also be games and activi-
ties and naturally, eggs of 
the chocolate variety. The 
fun starts at the Old Pavilion 
and Lamlash Green at 11am 
which will leave plenty of 
time to head towards Brod-
ick afterwards.

A Festival of Rugby will 
be enjoyed at the Ormidale 
park in Brodick, starting at 
11.30am, where the Arran 
Rugby Club will be com-
peting in a friendly game 

against Ardrossan Rug-
by Club. There will also be 
youth and mini games and 
coaching activities, not to 
mention hot food and ice 
cold beer which will be avail-
able throughout the day.

A whole afternoon of fun 
awaits children, parents and 
the young of heart at Brod-
ick Castle where on Sunday, 
between 11am and 3.30pm, 
the incredibly popular East-
er egg hunt takes place 
along with games, fun activ-
ities and the popular Easter 

bonnet parade. There is also 
a duck derby, Easter egg 
decorating and the unmiss-
able Isle be Wild adventure 
playpark where children’s 
imaginations can be allowed 
to run wild in the adventure 
playground nestled in the 
forest and above the trees.

And to celebrate the origi-
nal origins of Easter, church-
es across Arran will be host-
ing religious services which 
can be found in the church 
section in the Arran Banner.

Across the island and at 

various locations and es-
tablishments, Arran busi-
nesses will be geared up for 
Easter celebrations with spe-
cial menus, Easter o� ers and 
a host of themed events. 
From the freshly refurbished 
distillery shop and cafe in 
Lochranza to the bars and 
restaurants across, many 
with live music, to the retail 
shops such as the Old Byre 
at Machrie and Chamele-
on in Lamlash, there will be 
something for everyone to 
enjoy this Easter.
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the Cafe Rosaburn which has ities. Never a dull day with against Ardrossan Rug-
by Club. There will also be 

bonnet parade. There is also 
a duck derby, Easter egg 
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Arran Coast
Snowdrops and da� odils mark the start of spring on land while in 
Arran’s seas it is the spring bloom of plankton that indicates the 
change of season. Plankton – small, microscopic plants and crea-
tures that � oat in the sea – billions of microalgae, protozoans, 
small crustaceans, and the eggs and larval stages of larger animals 
such as jelly� sh, lobsters and anemones. They are essential for � sh 
and whales to feed on and generate roughly 50% of the oxygen 
we breathe. To learn more about sea eggs and juvenile marine life, 
come along to COAST’s fun Eggtopus Trail (today) Saturday from 
11am at the Old Pavilion on Lamlash Shore. There will be eight ac-
tivity stations with games, live local marine sea life and di� erent 
challenges to win some delicious chocolate eggs! . Remember we 
will be opening our community-led Octopus Centre to the pub-
lic on World Oceans Day (8th June) – we look forward to seeing 
you. COAST are a local community-led, marine conservation chari-
ty; we depend upon your donations and grants. For more informa-
tion about the event or any of our other work, please drop us a line 
at email@arrancoast.com

Chameleon Ladies’ Boutique
Come and visit Chameleon Ladies’ Boutique this Easter.  Now is the 
time to update your wardrobe for the season!  All our spring col-
lections have now arrived from leading brands such as Masai, B 
Young, Joe Browns, Emreco, Yest & Capri.  New for this spring we 
have lovely colourful styles from Scottish brand Marble Fashions – 
not available online.

At Chameleon we are proud to o� er you a personal service.  Get-
ting a great look is not just about choosing the right garment size, 
it’s about matching shape and style to your individual needs.  We 
have an extensive range in stock from everyday basics and stylish 
casual wear, to out� ts suitable for graduations, weddings and sum-
mer events.  Why not try us � rst before spending hours trawling the 
internet or searching high-and-low on the mainland?

You can � nd us in central Lamlash next to the Ship House car 
park.  Our regular hours are Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am – 5pm, 
but we are also open this Easter Monday 12pm – 4pm.  Find us on 
Facebook or visit our website www.chamleonarran.com for more 
details.
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Crafts & Company
Crafts & Company are hosting their � rst craft fayre of the year on 
Monday 2nd April 11-3pm in Whiting Bay village hall.  There will 
be over 25 stallholders with handmade gifts made on the island 
including textile art, baby knits,  jewellery, paper art, fabric crafts, 
photo art, wooden crafts, stained glass and so much more!  We 
have a wonderful tearoom serving tea/co� ee, cake and warm hot 
cross buns.   There will be children’s creative workshops (£3 per 
child or 2 for £5) in the small hall next to the tearoom.   Something 
for all and everyone is most welcome.  

Crafts & Company is a collective of seven ladies who run month-
ly craft fayres through until November.  They also run a month-
ly craft club and work with charities to create handmade items 
and/or raise much needed funds.  They are currently completing a 
Friendship Quilt for Disability Africa.  Working with local artist Gor-
don Davidson the group are creating handmade printed items to 
help raise money for children in Nepal.   Crafts & Company’s web-
site keeps everyone up to date with all their news and events – 
www.craftsandcompany.net 

Arran Distillery
This Easter weekend you may want to pay a visit to Lochranza 
and the award winning Isle of Arran Distillery where the welcome 
is warm and you are guaranteed an enjoyable afternoon spent 
learning about one of our island’s greatest exports.  Tours run 7 
days a week, every hour on the hour and can be combined with 
an extended tutored tasting with some of the whisky industry’s 
friendliest and most knowledgeable guides for the ultimate treat.  
Why not try a dram of the Arran 18 year-old Single Malt which 
just won Gold at the World Whiskies Awards! You can also enjoy 
the views and wonderful hospitality of CASKS Café where light 
snacks, distiller’s platters and a variety of delicious cakes and pas-
tries are available every day. The newly refurbished gift shop will 
provide you with some great gift inspiration or a well-earned treat 
for yourself!  Featuring a great selection of Arran Single Malts, in-
cluding some distillery exclusive bottlings, you will also � nd sou-
venirs from all over the island to take home as a memento of your 
time spent on Arran. Enjoy the spirit of our island and spend some 
time at the Isle of Arran Distillery over the Easter weekend.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner



ARRAN HERITAGE 
MUSEUM

Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

Fri/Sat/Wed 30th/31st/4th
Abseiling & Ladders 

(Sannox Shore)
Adults £35 / Children £25 

(age 8 min)
0945-1245

Meet at Lochranza Centre/ Book in 
Advance / Own transport required

Sat/Sun/Mon 31st/1st/2nd
Open Canoe Sessions

 - Lochranza
Adults £35 / Children £25 

(age 8 min)
1400-1700

Meet at Lochranza Centre / 
Book in Advance

Sat/Sun/Wed 31st/ 1st/4th
Archery

Sat/Wed 1400-1600
Sun 1000-1200

Adults £20 / Children £15 (age 8 min)
Book in Advance

Saturday 31st March
Kids Mountain Biking 

(age 8 min)
0945 – 1200 / £15

Tuesday 3rd April
Junior Bushcraft Skills

0945 – 1200 / £15
Mon/Tue 2nd & 3rd

Gorge Walking
Adults £35 / Children £25 (age 8 min)

0945-1245
Meet at Lochranza Centre/ 

Book in Advance / Own transport 
may be required

EASTER SUNDAY 1st APRIL
EGGSTATIC EASTER EVENT
1330 Kids Easter Egg Hunt

(£2 entry)
1430 The Big Bunny’s Treasure 

Hunt (£3 per team)

TO BOOK Phone: 01770 830 637 
Email:info@lochranzacentre.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/lochranzacentrewww.lochranzacentre.co.uk

Lochranza Centre
Eggstatic Easter Events: 30th March - 5th April
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Easter/Spring Craft Fayre
Monday 2nd April 11-3pm

Whiting Bay village hall
Over 25 craft stalls. Children’s drop in creative 

workshops. Tea room. Free Admission.
www.craftsandcompany.net

Number 16 ‘pop up’ 
at the Wineport
 
The Wineport will welcome Number 16 restaurant to Arran 
from 5 – 8 April for a ‘pop up’ dining experience. The event is 
already a sell out and we have been very grateful for the pos-
itive response.

Number 16 is a small 35 cover restaurant split over two lev-
els in the heart of Glasgow’s West End. We pride ourselves in 
o� ering a high quality dining experience in a relaxed, unhur-
ried atmosphere with welcoming sta�  and are proud to bring 
fresh and unusual ideas to modern Scottish cooking.

Business partners and good friends Gerry Mulholland and 
Joel Pomfret have owned the business since February 2009 
after working for the previous owners and are part of a tight-
knit, experienced and dedicated team of 15 sta� . 

At Number 16, our menu is ever-changing and we ensure 
that every element is prepared from scratch and created on 
the premises; each dish is crafted with great care and atten-
tion to both taste and presentation. 

Gerry and Joel are both from Arran and, whilst we have both 
travelled abroad extensively (which has heavily in� uenced 
our menus), we are equally passionate about using the is-
land’s produce, along with other local suppliers.  

Over the years, we have received a number of culinary awards 
recognising the quality of our food and customer service.  Win-
ning the award for the Best Restaurant Experience at the Nation-
al Finals of the Scottish Thistle Awards a couple of weeks ago was, 
however, one accolade that we are particularly proud of.

The opportunity to bring Number 16 to Arran as a ‘pop up’ 
came about through our friend Louise MacAlister who runs 
the Wineport.  We thought it was a great idea and are excit-
ed to give Arran locals and visitors alike the chance to enjoy a 
taste of what we do in Glasgow!

Old Byre Visitor Centre
The Old Byre Visitor Centre in Machrie is situated just north of 
Machrie golf course, just look out for the signs.  Here you will 
� nd a friendly family business comprising the Old Byre Show-
room, Café Thyme and a large children’s play area. The Old 
Byre sells quality knitwear from brands such as Fisherman out 
of Ireland, Scott O�  cer, Eribe and Harley of Scotland, it has 
clothing from Seasalt, Mistral, Thought and Barbour, sheep-
skin rugs, leather bags, accessories and lots more - a hav-
en of lovely things to try on! Café Thyme has its own wood 
burning oven where delicious � atbread and Pides are made 
to order (Turkish style pizza), lamb kofte kebabs using local 
lamb, homemade soups, cakes, home grown salads and over 
30 loose leaf teas to tempt you. Catering for all tastes there 
are vegetarian, vegan and gluten free options, open 10am-
5pm with lunches served 12noon-3pm,it is fully licensed with 
spectacular views. From the café you can safely watch the chil-



The

Lighthouse
Restaurant
Pirnmill  850240

Stunning views, delicious fresh local produce & seafood
Light lunches, Tea, Coffee & Scones

Evening bookings available. BYOB no charge
Open 6 days from 10am-4pm & 5pm-9.eopm. 

Closed Mondays. OPEN BANK HOLIDAYS
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dren’s play area with trampoline, large Lego style bricks, sand 
pit, digger den, slide, swings and a grassed area for football, 
basketball and swing ball, all for only £1.50 per child to cover 
maintenance and upkeep. The Old Byre Visitor Centre is cer-
tainly worth a visit and is open 7 days a week.

Arran Heritage Museum
The island’s ‘must-see’ attraction and whether you are a � rst-
time visitor or one our regulars, the Arran Heritage Museum at 
Rosaburn on the outskirts of Brodick must surely come top of 
your list of places to visit this Easter.

Spread over a large site with a kiddies outside play area, pic-
nic area and café, there is so much to see that you could easily 
spend a family day here, and entry is not expensive!

The 19th century cottage, the 1920’s schoolroom, the black-
smith’s shop, farm implement shed, and the Geology Room 
explaining Arran’s unique geology, are only a few of the many 
attractions. 

Time spent at the museum will quickly help you to appre-
ciate so much more about our lovely island and its past and 
present. It’s open seven days a week from 10.30a, to 4.30pm. 
We look forward to seeing you.

ARRAN MALT 
FESTIVAL OF 

RUGBY
Saturday 31st March 

Starts 11.30am
Hot food, Beer tent & Arran Pipe Band



Opening Good Friday 30th March 
Brodick Castle Gardens and Country Park reopen on Good Friday 
New features, interpretation and installations will open up across 
the property throughout the season. 
 
Isle be Wild opens 10 am  -  4pm from 29th March 
 
Easter Day at the Castle  Sun 1st  April 11 - 15.30  
Easter fun for all the family, including the  
Cadbury Egg Hunt (12 – 15.30pm), egg decorating,  
an Easter bonnet competition and wacky races!  
Normal entry rates apply, Cadbury Egg Hunt £2 
 

 

 



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                    Garden only open 9am-dusk
Isle be Wild                                                                                              Brodick Castle, 10am - 4pm 
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                       Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum                                                         Rosaburn, Brodick, 10.30am to 4.30pm
Arran Brewery                                                                     Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm
                                                                                 Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm, Sun - closed

Saturday 31st March
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Abseiling and Ladders, Booking essential                                Lochranza Centre, 9.45am - 12.45pm
Kids Mountain Biking (age 8 min), booking essential                    Lochranza Centre, 9.45am - noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
COAST’S Eggtopus Trail                                                           Old Pavilion & Lamlash Green, 11am
Arran Malt Festival of Rugby                                                            Ormidale Park, Brodick, 11.30am
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Lochranza Daffodil Tea                                              Lochranza and Catacol Village Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Open Canoe Sessions, booking essential                                             Lochranza Centre, 2pm -5pm 
Archery, booking essential                                                                     Lochranza Centre, 2pm -5pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live Music - Shindig                                                  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Skaledonia - 8 piece Ska band who put on an energetic and fun show         The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live Music - Alan Frew                                                      Drift Inn Lamlash, 9.00pm
Over 21s disco                                                                                                    Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 1st April
Archery, booking essential                                                            Lochranza Centre, 10am - 12 noon 
Easter Day at the Castle - Cadbury Egg Hunt and much more           Brodick Castle, 11am - 3.30pm
Live Music - Joni Keen                                         Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 1pm - 4pm
Eggstatic Easter Event  - Kids Easter Egg Hunt                                  Lochranza Centre, 1.30pm 
Eggstatic Easter Event  - The Big Bunny’s Treasure Hunt                         Lochranza Centre, 2.30pm
Open Canoe Sessions, Booking essential                                             Lochranza Centre, 2pm -5pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Live Music - Matthew Burtenshaw                                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
AA meeting                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday  2nd April
Morning fi tness                                                                            Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Gorge Walking, booking essential                                            Lochranza Centre, 9.45am - 12.45pm
Arran Vets Surgery                                                                              9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets Reception                                                                                 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Open Canoe Sessions, booking essential                                             Lochranza Centre, 2pm -5pm
Over 50s badminton                                                                      Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm - 4pm
JogScotland mixed ability running group                                                              Whiting Bay 5.30pm 
Adult Tennis                                                                        Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                     Ormidale Park, 6pm - 7.30pm
Circuit Training                                                                                        Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                  Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                       Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm - 9pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                            Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live Music - Rob Muir                                    Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm

Tuesday 3rd April
Arran Vets surgery                                                                  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Junior Bushcraft, booking essential                                                Lochranza Centre, 9.45am - noon
Gorge Walking, booking essential                                            Lochranza Centre, 9.45am - 12.45pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                               NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                                   Corrie Hall, 6pm 
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                      Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                                                                                    Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                     Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Fiona’s FitSteps                                                                                 Arran High School, 7pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                               Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                   Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 4th April
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESWhat’s on
www.arranbrewery.com
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Abseiling and Ladders, booking essential                      Lochranza Centre, 9.45am - 12.45pm
Coffee Morning                                                            Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - noon
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Chair Yoga Exercise Class                                                                   St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Bus Pass Club Free Soup                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 12noon -2.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service   10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Parkinson’s Support Group                                                  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Archery, Booking essential                                                           Lochranza Centre, 2pm -5pm
Zumba Gold                                                                      Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                          Brodick Church Hall, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
RUNclub, mixed ability, qualifi ed coaches                          Invercloy Co-op car park 5.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                     Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwondo                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm - 9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do                 Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm 
Live Music -  Buchaneers                                  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Family Friendly Pub Quiz                                                                                 PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock an’ Pop Bingo                                                                                    Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 5th April
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness,  Auchrannie Gym 9.30am -10.30am
Chair Yoga, Exercise Class                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult Tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Arran Ladies Netball                                                                                 Arran High School, 6 - 7pm
Ladies’ Hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Badminton                                                                                Shiskine Hall, Shiskine, 7pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                                      Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 6th April
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                             Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Smart Recovery Meeting, all welcome                         Lamlash High School, Lamlash, 6.00pm
Steak night - build your own steak from £9.99 for Rump!                The PHT, Lamlash, from 5pm 
Lochranza Children’s Badminton                                                   Lochranza Hall, 6pm - 8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm - 9pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Live Music - Arran Dawn                                  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza Adults’ Badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Friday Night Quiz                                                      Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Poker, Pool and Darts                                                                                             The PHT, Lamlash        

Saturday 7th April
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Brodick Beach Clean                                                                  Brodick Beach, 11am - 1.00pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                      Bowling Club, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live Music - Mike Edwards                              Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live Music - Dogtooth, mod rock and mix of eclectic punk classics              The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over 21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Words and photographs
by Colin Smeeton

Musicians and singers and dancers of all ages 
performed to appreciative audiences at the 
Isle of Arran Music Festival last week.

The festival, now in its 89th year, returned 
to its original home in Whiting Bay Hall, 
where over three days the participants, who 
were mainly schoolchildren,  competed and 
performed in more than 42 categories.

Participants
From competitive to non-competitive cate-

gories and from early years classes to open 
categories, participants enjoyed verse speak-
ing, poetry recitals, choric speaking and the 
incredibly popular Scottish country dancing. 

The musical sections included solos, en-
sembles and choirs and in the instrumen-
tal performance categories, visitors enjoyed 
brass, piano, piping, chanter and a generous 
helping of traditional fi ddle.

Adjudicators this year included Arran’s 
Heather Gough, for speech and drama; Les-
ley Wilson for vocal and instrumental; and 
Eric Findlay for the Scottish country danc-
ing. Lorna Buchanan-Hollingworth was the 
offi cial accompanist.

The fi nal day on Friday continued into the 
evening in a concert format where the audi-
ence were treated to a wide variety of musi-
cians and singers, who held a three-hour per-
formance spectacular - which was as varied 

All the acts are winners at 
the Arran Music Festival

Whiting Bay Primary P1 to P3 pupils take part in the Scottish country dancing. 01_B13music01

Shiskine Primary pupils in formation during their Scottish country dancing. 01_B13music02

Shiskine primary and adjudicator Eric Findlay with the Corrie Scottish Country Dancing 
Cup. 01_B13music03

Shiskine P3 to P5 pupils receive the Association’s Shield. 01_B13music04

Kilmory Early years class performs Cows in the Kitchen .01_B13music08

Teachers lead the Lamlash Early Years pupils who performed True Colours - complete with hand actions. 01_B13music09

Adjudicator Heather Gough amid the children from Shiskine primary, 
who won the Festival Salver in the choric speaking category. 
01_B13music13

Adjudicator Lesley Wilson congratulates Lucy Walsh 
on winning the Rannoch Plate for an impressive � ute 
performance in the instrument solo category. 01_B13music18
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Most extensive ranges 

in Argyll to suit every 

budget. Budget Kitchens & 

Bathrooms, Everyday Family 

kitchens and now Exclusive 

Schreiber Kitchens. 

Furniture ranges available for home delivery 

including Habitat and Schreiber made to measure 

furniture. Full planning, design and installation 

service throughout Argyll, Lochaber & the Islands for 

Kitchens, Bathrooms & Bedrooms. 

No other major or minor supplier comes close to the 

design and installation service we offer. Combine 

this with our guarantees & fi nancial services and 

there is no reason to look elsewhere. 

Kitchens, bathrooms, bedrooms and furniture 

Contact Carol or Donald for your free

Home Consultation 01631 572035.
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Why buy local?
Buying local means you know exactly where your food comes from.

Buying local produce supports local farms and local jobs.

Buying local reduces food miles.

Locally produced food is available in the shops whatever the weather!

Arran Dairies is a small family � rm and we’ve been 

pasteurising and bottling milk and cream for over 30 

years at our dairy in Brodick.

We use only milk produced locally at Arran’s three 

remaining dairy farms, where happy cows are sent out 

to graze on our island’s rich and lush pastures.

We like to keep our milk as natural as possible; nothing 

added, nothing taken away.

This is why we have decided to sell unhomogenised milk.

With locally produced Arran milk you will notice that 

the cream � oats to the top just like it used to.

It’s possibly not what you’re used to but all you have to 

do is give it a shake!

Homogenisation breaks up the fat particles in the 

cream so that they are dispersed throughout the milk.

Doing this makes the milk taste milder and can make 

it last for slightly longer but crucially it means the fat is 

absorbed much more easily into the body and hence it 

isn’t good for you.

Also, unlike highly processed milk, the fat content 

in Arran milk is not standardised to 3.5%, but varies 

according to the season, ranging from 3.9% in the 

winter to 4.3% in the summer.

So when the generation who were brought up on this 

unhomogenised milk say that it tastes better than 

modern milk, they are not just being sentimental.

Shopping habits have changed and with fewer and fewer village shops 

on Arran, many of us want our milk to last longer.

Here are a few hints to make sure your local milk tastes great:

• Once you’ve bought your milk, put it in the fridge as soon as you can.

• Keep time out of the fridge to a minimum and reduce 

exposure to light. Excessive exposure to direct 

sunlight and arti� cial light can cause an oxidised 

(tainted) � avour in milk.

• Check your fridge from time to time to make sure 

it is running at 4ºC or less and be aware that your 

fridge door compartment can be up to 2ºC warmer than 

the shelves.

• Store all dairy products, including milk, away from strong 

smelling foods. Dairy products can absorb aromas.

• One opened, consume the milk within three days or the 

Best Before Date – whichever is sooner.

• Ask about our Doorstep Deliveries if you live in the south 

of the island. 
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Coffee Shop
Serving home baking and local produce. Selection of local meats along with fresh fi sh.
Fresh sandwiches made to order using  locally sourced products

Farm Shop
Locally sourced, 
seasonal produce is 
available in our farm shop.
Complimented with 
a range of Scottish, 
organic and fair-trade goods.
Wigwams
Self-catering accommodation from £32 per night per cabin (based on two sharing)
Explore the wildlife Argyll has to offer.

Rural Skills
Meeting room available for hire.
Outdoor training areas and        Equestrian facilities.
Contact us for more information
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in scope as the events preceding it. The con-
cert started with a piano and a fl ute perfor-
mance before Samantha Payn, in the verse 
speaking open category, performed a reading 
of Jabberwocky by Lewis Carroll, in both 
English and then Russian.

Big names
Following a poignant solo by John Cruick-

shank in the non-competitive section, it was 
the chance of the bands and choirs which in-
cluded all of the big names and well-known 
ensemble performers on Arran.

The audience was spellbound by the up-
lifting voices of Vivace, Ancadasa Quartet, 
Ain’t Misbehaving and the unique sounds of 
the Squeezers Three, a concertina band who 

had the audience rapt with attention during 
their performance.

Indulging the audience with a few classi-
cal numbers were ARCO, Alice and Co and 
Juliette Walsh on violin, before the Busking 
Sharks livened up the proceedings with an 
energetic performance of gypsy and folk mu-
sic that had the audience tapping their feet 
and swaying to the rhythm.

The absolute crescendo of the evening came 
at the conclusion of the night of musical ex-
cellence, when the fi ve members of Druma 
Daiko - a band of Taiko drummers - stunned 
the audience with an energetic and exuberant 
demonstration of the sheer volume and maj-
esty of these percussion instruments.

All the acts are winners at 
the Arran Music Festival

Brodick Primary pupils were the proud recipients of the Jean Marriott Trophy in the 
Scottish country dancing category. 01_B13music05

Brodick Early Years class performs in the action songs category. 01_B13music07

Kilmory Early years class performs Cows in the Kitchen .01_B13music08

Teachers lead the Lamlash Early Years pupils who performed True Colours - complete with hand actions. 01_B13music09

Adjudicator Heather Gough amid the children from Shiskine primary, 
who won the Festival Salver in the choric speaking category. 
01_B13music13

Daisy Innes and adjudicator Heather Gough with the 
Ormidale Cup for junior verse which she won for her Burns 
excerpt from Tam O’ Shanter. 01_B13music20
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All the music festival results
Overall trophy winners: J 
K Cameron Morrison Cup 
for best choir - Whiting 
Bay Primary.

Elsie Wood Award for 
highly commended chil-
dren’s singing group - Kil-
mory Early Years.

Margaret Laidler Memo-
rial Trophy for best vocal 
solo - Finn Popplewell.

Dorothy Lees Challenge 
Cup for best solo piano - 
Nastassja Alberti.

Joan Topley Trophy for 
highly commended solo pi-
ano - Beth McCarthy.

Macdonald Memori-
al Shield for best Scottish 
country dance team - Brod-
ick Primary.

Margaret Hart Trophy 
for specially commend-
ed Scottish country dance 
team - Kilmory Primary.

George D McArthur Cup 

for best junior verse - Dai-
sy Innes.

Festival results:  Class 
1, Whiting Bay Primary 
School. Class 3, Kilmory 
Early Years Class. Class 4, 
Kilmory Primary School. 
Class 5, Finn Popplewell. 
Class 8, Nastassja Alberti.

Class 13, Rosie McNa-
mara and Tilda Litton. 
Class 14, Daisy McNamara 
and Kirsty Morrison. Class 
15, Jesse Townsend. Class 
16, Beth McCarthy. Class 
17, Nastassja Alberti.

Class 30, Ruaridh Lind-
say-Smith. Class 34, Kil-
mory Primary School. 
Class 36, Annie McKelv-
ie. Class 37, Annie West. 
Class 38, Charlotte McKil-
lop and Iona Summer (joint 
1st place). Class 41, Arran 
Fiddle Club ‘Elicorns’. 
Class 42, Arran Fiddle 

Club - seniors. Class 43, 
Joe Owen and Caitlin 
Fraser (joint 1st place).  
Class 52, Pirnmill Prima-
ry School. Class 57, Cam-
eron McCallum. Class  61, 
James Reid.

Class 70A, Shiskine Pri-
mary School. Class 70B, 
Shiskine Primary School 
Senior Class. Class 70C, 
Brodick Primary School. 
Class 70D, Shiskine Pri-
mary School. Class 79, 
Shiskine Primary School, 
Class 80, Elsa Grass-
ie. Class 81, Charlie Gil-
more. Class 82, Ava Mc-
Neice. Class 83, Ben 
McCarthy. Class 84, Dai-
sy Innes. Class 85, Kirsty 
Hume. Class 86, Dai-
sy McNamara. Class 101, 
Vivace. Class 106, Lucy 
Walsh. Class 115, Saman-
tha Payn.

Adjudicator Lesley Wilson presented the Kilmory Early Years 
class with the Nancy Cooper Memorial Trophy in the action songs 
section. 01_B13music10

Kilmory Primary perform the charming and humorous Spring Chicken. 01_B13music11

Caitlin Fraser, right, accompanied by Greta Litton took the 
strings solo elementary  category, winning themselves 
the Festival Salver. 

Nastassja Alberti performed in the advanced piano solo 
category earning herself the Tourist Board Cup. 01_B13music16

Aint Misbehavin members get the audience dancing with their version of Hot Diggity. 
01_B13music24

Lucy Walsh impressed the audience with a technically 
challenging performance including a � ute concerto by 
Bach. 01_B13music17

Worthy winners of the Festival Salver were the harmonic voices of the Vivace ensemble. 
01_B13music22

Ancadasa Quartet performed The Evening Primrose in memory of its composer. 
01_B13music23



ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 31 March, 2018 arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk 23Music Festival

M
A

Y
 20

18

S
C

O
TLA

N
D

’S
 Q

U
A

LIT
Y

 LIFE
S

T
Y

LE
 M

A
G

A
Z

IN
E

S
C

O
T
TIS

H
 FIE

LD

MAY 2018 . £4.25

Country news    Interiors    Antiques    Motoring    Gardens    Wildlife    Interviews    Whisky    

20
 Pages of 

fashion & 
interiors

Dumfries 
& Galloway
The art, walks and books 

of this unique region 

Unbeatable panoramic images from the Scottish 

Landscape Photographer of the Year awards

Profi le: 
Ewan 

McGregor

ROSAMUNDE 
PILCHER’S CREDO 

THE GODMOTHER 

OF SCOTTISH FILM 

OTTER MADNESS

FEMMES 
FATALES
The girls 
with guns 

CAUGHT ON CAMERA

Conservatories   Orangeries    Sun Lounges   Garden Rooms Mozolowski & Murray

Mozolowski & Murray

Conservatory Design Centre

57 Comiston Road Edinburgh EH10 6AG

Open 7 days, Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm, 

Saturday and Sunday 10am to 4pm

www.mozmurray.co.uk

To fi nd out more call us on 

0345 050 5440

Visit our design centre 

or request a brochure.

MW0146 Full Ad Range 2018.indd   27

27/02/2018   11:31

OFC-OBC_sf05.indd   1

21/03/2018   18:43:56

HAVE YOU 
SEEN THE 
NEW-LOOK 
SCOTTISH 
FIELD

SCOTTISH FIELD HAS A FRESH NEW  
LOOK - MAY ISSUE ON SALE NOW

Ewan McGregor’s life less ordinary... 
Discover the magic of Dumfries & 

Galloway... Rosamunde Pilcher... Otter 
madness... Scotland’s best photography... 

20 pages of fashion & interiors

Adjudicator Lesley Wilson presented the Kilmory Early Years 
class with the Nancy Cooper Memorial Trophy in the action songs 
section. 01_B13music10

Olivia McNeice recites To 
a Louse by Robert Burns 
in the verse speaking 
category. 01_B13music06

Kilmory Primary were the proud winners of the Maynell 
Cup in the action songs category. 01_B13music12

P7 Whiting Bay pupil 
Jesse Townsend won the 
Professor Alan Gemmel 
Cup in the piano solo 
elementary category. 

Finn Popplewell receives the Elizabeth Cup for his children 
under eight vocal solo entitled The Cat.  01_B13music19

Samantha Payn, who performed in various categories, 
receives the Festival Salver from Heather Gough for her 
verse speaking.01_B13music21

Druma Daiko performed a well-timed and impressive 
performance on the Taiko drums. 01_B13music26

The Busking Sharks belt out a Romanian waltz to the delight of 
the audience. 01_B13music25

The World Famous
Lochranza Daffodil Tea

Saturday 31st March
2pm – 4pm in Lochranza Hall

Lots of children’s activities including 
egg hunt - Tombola, Plants, 

Gifts, Home Baking, Table Tops, Raffl e 
And the incredibly delicious 

Lochranza cream tea!

Adults £3 
Deals for families

SCO18338
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GRASS CUTTING

Frazer Barr
Grass Cutting

Synthetic Grass Installation
Deckings

Cart Track Maintenance
07827777875       302987

LAWN SPECIALIST

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES

CLARK TREE AND 
GARDENING SERVICES
All aspects of Tree Work, 
Hedge Cutting, 
Grass Cutting and Strimming.
Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning
Phone for a free quote

Tel: 07470 474830 or 01770 870546

Public Notices

Job Opportunities with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.
Proud to be              Overall Council of the Year 2017         

Gardener (Seasonal) |  NAY03560
37 hours | Start time – 8am | Annual Salary - £16,899.75

 Location - Council Offices, Isle of Arran

Closing Date 5th April 2018
For further details and to apply visit

www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

GARDENING

THE ARRAN CVIC TRUST - AGM
The Arran Civic Trust is

having its AGM on Monday
16th April at the Brodick 

Library at 5.30 p.m  
All Welcome

Recruitment

Nursing Assistant 
Band 2 £16,532 - £18,903 per annum (pro rata)
The Isle of Arran, often described as ‘Scotland in Miniature’ is an island some 20 miles 
long by 10 across, separated from the mainland Ayrshire by an hour long ferry crossing 
from Ardrossan to Brodick, and in summer, by a shorter ferry from Kintyre to Lochranza. 
Arran’s stable population if just 5250 increases approximately 3 fold during the 
summer months.
In support of our core purpose of Working together to achieve the healthiest life possible 
for everyone in Ayrshire and Arran we are committed to a culture that is Caring, Safe and 
Respectful. The post holder is required to work collaboratively in a safe, caring and 
respectful way.
Dynamic and forward thinking, Arran War Memorial Hospital is a 17 bedded hospital 
providing care to a diverse patient population on an inpatient and outpatient basis, 
including Accident and Emergency services, day therapies and outpatient clinics. 
Patient care services are provided by a wide range of clinicians from both Primary and 
Secondary care setting and are expanding as the Integration of Health and Social Care 
progresses locally.
We are seeking an enthusiastic and fl exible individual to join our team of staff providing 
care to patients within all of the hospitals settings. The successful candidate will be a 
nursing/healthcare assistant who will be able to provide evidence of work experience in a 
variety of care settings and educated to SVQ level 2/3. Staff will be required to work on 
all shift patterns and provide care in all general areas within the hospital and at times in 
the community.
Please quote reference number on enquiry. Post Reference: N/821//17
Hours: 16.5 hours per week.
All correspondence will be sent by email. We have experienced some issues with personal 
email addresses and there is no guarantee correspondence will be sent to your inbox. It 
is therefore your responsibility to check all email folders, including your junk folder, as we 
have no control over which folder the correspondence will be sent to.
PLEASE RESTRICT YOUR SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO NO MORE THAN 500 WORDS, 
IF LIMIT IS EXCEEDED TEXT WILL BE CUT-OFF. PLEASE AVOID USING SYMBOLS, 
&/£ SIGNS, BULLET POINTS, ETC THROUGHOUT YOUR APPLICATION.
Informal enquiries to Mrs Ailsa Weir, Senior Charge Nurse on 01770 600777.
Closing date 14 April 2018.

An application for this post can be completed online at www.jobs.scot.nhs.uk 
Alternatively, to request an application form please contact the Department 
of O&HRD, University Hospital Crosshouse, Tel 01563 825734 or 
e-mail HRNursing&Midwifery@aapct.scot.nhs.uk

Working together for the 
healthiest life possible for 
everyone in Ayrshire & Arran

To fi nd out more about NHS Ayrshire & Arran and services visit 
www.nhsaaa.net

Auchrannie Resort are proud to become an Accredited 
Real Living Wage Employer from the 1st April 2018 
and we are looking for Awesome individuals to join 

our team. We currently have vacancies for

Receptionist 

Full Time £18,625 per annum

Leisure Assistant

Full & Part time £8.75 per hour

Housekeeping Assistant 

Full & Part time £8.75 per hour

Spa Therapist 

Full time from £18,625 per annum

We are looking for people with passion and personality 
and will reward you with development and great 

resort benefits.
Further details can be found at 

www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 
hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Benefits include family leisure club membership 
worth up to £800 and other discounts 

within the resort.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND  

CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am - 4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 
20 April 2018. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

18/00236/PP; Site To East Of, Grianan, Kildonan Road, Kildonan; Renewal of 
unexpired planning permission 15/00233/PP for erection of 
dwellinghouse.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

For the job description visit:  
http://arranecosavvy.org.uk/recruitment-2/ 
To apply send your CV and covering letter to: 

arran.ecosavvy@gmail.com 
Application Closing Date: 10th April 2018 

A R R A N  E C O  S A V V Y  I S  R E C R U I T I N G    

CONTRACT 

20  hours per week PART-TIME 

 Fixed Term until 31st March 2019 

SALARY £12,000 Pro Rata 

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Neil Young

Trading as Neil Young Joinery and Building Ltd. of Seabreeze, 
5 Kinneil Park, Lamlash, Isle of Arran, KA27 8NJ
As an operating centre for 1 goods vehicle and 0 trailers. Owners 
or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should make written representations to 
the Traffi c Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane,Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice.
Representors must at the same time send a copy of their 
representations to the applicant at the address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is available 
from the Traffi c Commissioner’s offi ce.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

VACANCY 
We are looking for a

Mechanic/Fitter 
to start early April. 

Experience in repairs, 
fabrication, painting & Plant 

maintenance preferred.

All enquiries in writing please to 
Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DD

All enquiries in writing please to 

Arran War Memorial Hospital

Cook (Band 3)
Ref: A/595/17R1 (please quote this number on any 
correspondence)
In support of our core purpose of Working together to achieve the healthiest life possible 
for everyone in Ayrshire and Arran we are committed to a culture that is Caring Safe and 
Respectful. The post holder is required to work collaboratively in a safe, caring and 
respectful way.
Our main kitchen provides in excess of 40 prepared and cooked meals every day 
including therapeutic diets to patients, staff and the public. In addition, we cater for 
hospitality for meetings and functions. 
This is an excellent opportunity for an organised person with kitchen management skills. 
You must have experience in large scale catering preferably within the NHS and hold City 
and guilds or S/NVQ qualifi cations together with a food hygiene certifi cate. 
Your duties include the preparation, cooking and service of meals. Maintain high 
standards of hygiene. Recording and monitoring data for HACCP and Environmental 
Health.
Hours: 25 hours per week, between the hours of 8am until 5pm Monday to Sunday. 
A degree of fl exibility is essential, as you will be required to work additional hours during 
periods of leave. 
Informal enquiries to: Robert McLaughlin, Catering Services Manager, on 01563 577050.
Closing date: 14 April 2018.

You can apply using the online application form on the SHOW website – 
www.jobs.scot.nhs.uk. Alternatively, to request an Application Form please 
contact the Department of O&HRD on 01563 825711. Your completed 
application can be returned to HRACCSS@aapct.scot.nhs.uk or to the 
Department of O&HRD, 63A Lister Street, University Hospital Crosshouse, 
Kilmarnock, KA2 0BE.

All correspondence will be sent by email. We have experienced some issues 
with personal email addresses and there is no guarantee correspondence 
will be sent to your inbox. It is therefore your responsibility to check all email 
folders, including your junk folder, as we have no control over which folder the 
correspondence will be sent to.

Please restrict your supporting statement to no more than 500 words, if limit 
is exceeded text will be cut-off. Please avoid using symbols, &/£ signs, bullet 
points, etc throughout your application.

The healthiest life possible for 
the people of Ayrshire & Arran

To fi nd out more about NHS Ayrshire & Arran and services visit 
www.nhsaaa.net

CalMac Ferries Limited

Port Assistant 
Seasonal until 31 October 2018
Brodick
£10.06 Per Hour
4 positions @ 20 Hours per week 
4/5 days over 7 (shift rotation) Ref: 1138-SB 

Applications are invited for the position of Seasonal Port Assistants based at Brodick Ferry Terminal. 

Reporting to the Harbour Manager, you will need a � exible approach to your day-to-day responsibilities. Your 
duties will include:

• All duties relating to port/vessel interface.

• Customer enquiries.

• Sales/collection of passenger/vehicle tickets.

• Cash handling.

• Use of VHF and PA Systems.

• Control of passengers and vehicles embarking and disembarking from vessels.

• Any other duties required by the Harbour Manager.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. You are expected to 
have a � exible approach to working, as shift and weekend work will be involved. 

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have a proactive 
approach to customer care.

The successful candidate must be � exible as split shifts maybe required. 

Should you be successful you must be able to commute to Brodick Ferry Terminal on a daily basis. 

If you are interested in this vacancy please apply online at https://www.calmac.co.uk/article/5973/Ref-1138-
SB-Seasonal-Port-Assistant---Brodick no later than 1 April 2018.

CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Property

CATERING
Caterer required at 
Lamlash golf club

CLEANER
Part time cleaner
required for the 
locker rooms
For further

 details contact the 
club secretary
Tel. 600272 or

Email secretary@
lamlashgolfclub.

com.
Closing date

13-04-18

LAMLASH
GOLF
CLUB

For the job description visit:  
http://arranecosavvy.org.uk/recruitment-2/ 
To apply send your CV and covering letter to: 

arran.ecosavvy@gmail.com 
Application Closing Date: 10th April 2018 

A R R A N  E C O  S A V V Y  I S  R E C R U I T I N G    

CONTRACT 

40  hours per Week FULLTIME 

 Fixed Term until 31st March 2019 

SALARY £24,000 Pro Rata 

The Arran 
Chocolate Factory

We are looking for an enthusiastic, 
reliable person to help in our busy shop.

Must enjoy chocolate and be able to 
offer exceptional customer service.

The position is part time and occasional 
weekends will be required.

Please apply to: James McChlery
The Arran Chocolate Factory Ltd, 

Brodick, KA27 8AJ
01770 302 873

Email: james@jamesofarran.com

PROPERTY TO LET
2 bed detached bungalow with 
garden in Lamlash - available 

for let from beginning May 
2018 - partly furnished let - 

contact 07710530142.

FOR SALE

For more information:
Tel:01770600500/07810865805

E:Sjy27@aol.com

Detached house in 
Lamlash with garage and 

large garden. 6 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, w.c, lounge, 

large kitchen/diner 
& utility room.

Johnston’s Marine Stores
Iconic long-established chandlery and fi shing tackle business

in prime location on Lamlash Pier, Isle of Arran
For sale as a going concern.

Enquiries to heather@johnstonsmarinestores.co.uk

Est. 1971

FOR SALE
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MEMORIAL SERVICE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES

HAMILTON: Fiona, Archie 
and family would like to ex-
press their heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who showed kind-
ness and sympathy following 
their recent sad loss of mum. A 
special thanks to the home care 
team, medical staff and Co-
oriedooon for all care given. 
To all neighbours, friends and 
family for messages of sup-
port. Rev. Elizabeth Watson 
for a comforting and touching 
service. Also to Hendry Funer-
al Services for their care, un-
derstanding and support with 
the funeral arrangements and 
Felicity’s for excellent cater-
ing. Finally thanks to all those 
who paid their respects at the 
service and to those who kind-
ly donated towards Crohns and 
Colitis UK and to the ArCaS 
charities. A sum of £651.25 
will be divided between the 
two charities.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which 

all are invited. 
Sunday 1st. April

Easter Sunday
Lochranza and Pirnmill 

Churches together, 10.15 am. 
a joint Easter Sunday Service 
at Lochranza Church lead by 

ARCO. 
Shiskine Church, 12noon. 
Easter Sunday Morning
Worship lead by ARCO. 

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Easter Sunday Morning

Worship.
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon.
 Easter Sunday Morning

Worship
There will also be a service of 
Worship in Montrose House at 

1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide Angli-
can Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 1st April

(Easter Day)
Holy Communion, 11.00 am, 

Rev Adrian Fallows.
Coffee after service.

Wednesday 4th April
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 1st April

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Good Friday Witness Walk 
2pm to Brodick Church for 

2.45pm
Liturgy of the Passion 7pm

Holy Saturday Polish Blessing 
of Food 11am

Easter Vigil 9pm
Easter Morning Masses 

9.30am and 11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship @ 11am

Brodick Library
Telephone 700346

Everyone Warmly Invited

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 1st April 

 Easter Day, Praise Service
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10am,
Lamlash - 11.30am.

In Lamlash: prayer time 
10.45am. Praise Service
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland,
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 1st April
 Easter Sunday:

 There will be a sunrise
 service at Sandbraes Beach, 
just down from the Church 
- at 6.35am for a sunrise at 

about 6.50am, then breakfast 
in the Church Hall

immediately afterwards. 
Family Worship for Easter 
Sunday will be at 10.30am.  

Tea and coffee will be served 
after the service. 

There will be a service in
Cooriedoon at 2.30pm. 

Please come and join us at 
some of these services - you 

would be most welcome.      

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 1st April

 Easter Sunday 
A light breakfast will be 

served from 10am
before the service

Service 11am,
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF 
WITNESS

Friday 30th March
Meet at Holy Cross

 Catholic Church, Brodick, at 
2.00 pm.

Walk ends with service at 
Brodick Church of Scotland, 

2.45 – 3.00 pm.
 ALL WELCOME TO JOIN 
WHOLE OR ANY PART OF 

EVENT.
Thursday 5th April

  Taizé worship on, at 5.30pm 
in Holy Cross Church,

 Brodick.
PLEASE NOTE TIME AND 
PLACE. ALL WELCOME

PIERCE: An informal cel-
ebration of the life of Sarah 
Pierce will be held in Kilmo-
ry Village Hall at 2.30pm on 
Wednesday 11th April. Rev-
erend Lilly McKinnon offi -
ciating. A cordial invitation 
is extended to everyone who 
wishes to attend. Refresh-
ments will be served.

OVER £50
4 Door Display unit in good 
condition. Glass shelves, good 
storage, lights. H -74’’, W - 
64”, D - 16” £60.00 Tel: 01770 
810680 after 6pm.

UNDER £50
Lindam Easy Fit Plus De-
luxe Child Safety Gate Com-
plete with 7cm and 28cm ex-
tensions, enabling the gate to 
be fi tted in openings from a 
minimum of 76cm to a max-
imum of 117cm. Absolutely 
as new condition and boxed. 
Cost £44. Will sell for £30. 
Call  01770 700405
Wafcol, Puppy or Small/Me-
dium Dog, Complete Dry Dog 
Food. Naturally Hypoaller-
genic. Good for Sensitive Di-
gestion. Contains Omega 3 
and 6 Oils for Skin and Coat 
Care. Formulated by Leading 

Vets and Nutritionists. Two x 
2.5 kg Bags Available. Cost 
£14 per bag. Will sell for £5 
per bag. Call 01770 700405.
16 ft Cobble Hull, needs slight 
repair. Free to uplifter. Tel: 
01770 810659.
Philips Easy Clean, bag-
less cylinder vacuum clean-
er, all accessories - £30.00 Tel: 
01770 600805.
Bandsaw blade, brand new. 
£5.  Length 56.5 inch, Width 
0.5 inch, T.P.I. 6. Two eyeball 
spotlights brand new £5. for 2.
Adult size (60-80 kg.) life 
jacket £10. 400 Watt ener-
gy saving wall panel heater 
+ brackets.  Still boxed £ 25. 
600 x 600 x 100mm.  Electric 
heaters £ 10.00. Shaver light 
£10. Mahogany dressing table 
stool £20. Duofast pneumatic 
screwdriver £ 50. Tel : 302383
Two matching G-Plan Sofas 
in very good condition. Each 

one has a leg and foot sup-
port. £45 each or both for £75. 
Tel: 01770 302285 M: 07749 
424070.

WANTED

Dingy Trailer required in good 
condition. Tel: 01770 700368

Classifi eds

Arran Ladies Golf Union
Saturday March 24, Lamlash 
Drumadoon. On an amazing 
sunny day 17 ladies played 
in the Drumadoon at Lam-
lash. The winner was Gay 
McKay with a nett score of 
one over par, 90-24=66. The 
runner up was Isobel Mac-
Donald 89-18=71 and Susan 
Butchard won the scratch 
with an 83.

After our recent cancella-
tions due to weather it was 
great to be able to fi nally get 
this competition played. Our 

Arran Ladies Golf Union 
runner up, Isobel MacDon-
ald and Susan Butchard 
who won the scratch

thanks to Lamlash for the 
courtesy of the course and 
to Mary, Ruth and June for 
making the sandwiches and 
tea in the absence of the ca-
terer.

Fixtures: Saturday April 
7, Brodick Drumadoon at 
10.30am. Monday May 7, 
Josie Sanderson Competi-
tion, Lamlash Monday May 
7, 5pm.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday March 25, Winter 
Cup. A total of 11 played in 
the fi nal round, postponed 
from December, on a morn-
ing when fi ne weather was 
forecast throughout the day.

Happily the blustery rain, 
when it came, did not last 
long but it helped push the 
CSS out to its maximum 
of 66. 1 Jamie Macpherson 
6,65, 2 Tom Paterson 0,67 
and lowest gross, 3 Graeme 
Crichton 13,68, 4 John Pen-
nycott 13,69.

In the overall competi-
tion, Jamie and Graeme end-
ed tied on a three-round to-
tal of 196 with Jamie edging 
the trophy on best last count-

ing round. Congratulations 
to Jamie Macpherson, who is 
seen here receiving the pres-
tigious John Orr Trophy, for 
the Winter Cup, from com-
mittee member Nicol Auld.

Fixtures: Sunday April 1, 
The Roy Ure Tankard. All-
day competition with op-
tional draws at 9.30am and 
11am. Wednesday April 4, 
Summer Trophy. All-day 
competition with optional 
draw at 5.30pm

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday March 22, Yel-
low Medal. 1 Ian Bremner 
68-7=61, 2 Drew Wales 72-
9=63. Magic twos A Wales 
@4th, A Smith and I Bremn-
er @16th.

Sunday March 25, Winter 
Stableford fi nal day. 1 Paul 
Cowan 35pts, 2 Ian Bremn-
er 34pts. Scratch Paul Cow-
an 30pts. Winter Stable-
ford fi nal result (best two 
scores), winner Allan Win-
ship 30+33=64, runner up 
Ian Bremner 28+34=62.

Fixtures: Saturday March 
31, Easter Saturday, Glen-
isle Mixed Fours, make up 
own fours, see starter for 
times. Sunday April 1, East-
er Sunday, Texas Scramble 
at 12noon. Thursday April 
5, Summer Cup. Make up 
own games, see starter for 
times. Sunday April 8, Hugh 
Hutchison Greensome.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday March 21, 
Wednesday Cup. Three 
played on a day that was 
refl ective, not only of the 
weather, but also of the turn-
out over the winter. The win-
ner with 23pts was R Mc-
Crae. The winner of the 
Wednesday Winter Cup was 
C O’Neill having beat D 

Robertson in a play-off on 
the fi nal day.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday March 26, Winter 
Monday Cup fi nal round at 
Corrie Golf Club. 1 Lenny 
Hartley 57, 2 Alan Smith 61, 
3 Robert McLean 63. Over-
all Monday Cup competition 
standings (best fi ve rounds 
on Mondays), 1 Lenny Hart-
ley 295, 2 Alan Smith 299, 3 
John McGovern 313.

Saturday March 24, Satur-
day Medal. 1 B Paton 61, 2 
S Beardsley 63, 3 G Hend-
ry 64.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday March 27, Win-
ter Cup fi nal day, sweep. 1 
Campbell Laing 60, 2 Reu-
ben Betley 64, 3 Phil Betley 
66. The winner of the Win-
ter Cup was Phil Betley with 
387 and Campbell Laing be-
ing second with 393 .

Fixtures: Tuesday April 
3, Peter Sutton/Lady Mary 
draws at 12.30pm and 
5.30pm. Please note the late 
summer draw times.

Jamie Macpherson of 
Whiting Bay Golf Club 
receives the John Orr 
Trophy - the Winter Cup - 
from committee member 
Nicol Auld. 
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score again. As the game pro-
gressed, an excellent free hit tak-
en by Elyse Aitken, sent the ball 
straight to Lorraine ‘Hurricane’ 
Hewie, who passed it into space 
to be picked up by Annie Watts. 
Running the ball forward into 
the D, Annie was able to, once 
again, break through the opposi-
tion’s defence, sending a power-
ful, precise shot into the back of 
the net and giving Arran Ladies 
their third goal.

This was a very evenly contest-
ed game and neither teams were 
willing to concede or give up. At 
three all, with everything to play 
for and only two minutes left, Ar-
ran were awarded another short 
corner after the ball found the 
foot of a GHK defender in the D.

Lorraine ‘Hurricane’ Hewie in-
jected the ball to team mate Su-
sie Murchie whose crisp return 
pass enabled Lorraine to sweep 
the ball towards goal where Ha-
zel Malakoty was on hand to 

provide the delicate fi nal touch 
which defl ected the ball home, to 
make the fi nal score 4-3 to Arran.

GHK awarded captain Annie 
Watts dame of the game for her 
tireless running, intuitive read-
ing of the game and her brace 
of goals. Captain Annie Watts 
said: ‘It is always a pleasure to 
play GHK. The standard of their 
hockey forces us to up our game, 
making for a very enjoyable 
competition. Their sportsman-
ship, humour and hospitality are 

a credit to their club.
‘It was a very tight game, but a 

fantastic team effort, one we can 
all be very proud of. The season 
is drawing to a close and we will 
end fourth or fi fth in the league 
table having been promoted to 
the third division last summer.

‘A valiant effort by anybody’s 
standards and given the limited 
resources available to the club 
and the small pool of players 
we have, this is an outstanding 
achievement.

‘A true delight to end the sea-
son with a victory. Arran Ladies 
would like to extend a huge thank 
you to Emma Granger of West-
ern Wildcats for umpiring Satur-
day’s match. As ever, big hugs to 
our supporters, you are absolute-
ly fabulous and we hope to see 
you all next season.’

Hockey training will continue 
at the Ormidale astroturf pitch on 
a Thursday night from 6.30pm to 
8pm, interested players and sup-
porters are all welcome.

Arran Ladies end the season with narrow win over GHK

Don’t miss out on the Lamlash Splash
It may only be Easter but it 
is time once again for any-
one thinking of taking part 
in the 2018 Lamlash Splash 
to get their entries in and 
their training started.

The splash is a 1.3-mile 
swim from the Holy Isle to 
Lamlash Pier and will this 
year take place on Saturday 
September 15 at 11.30 am.

 There are 40 places avail-
able with at least 10 plac-
es reserved for locals, but 
places are already being 
snapped up fast.

Last year 11 local swim-
mers took part with some 
excellent times for the 
swim.  Organiser Ann Hart 
said: ‘It would be good if The local swimmers who took part in last year’s event. 01_B13splash01

we can encourage a few 
more locals to give it a go 
this year.

‘Many of the local swim-
mers have continued to 
brave the freezing waters 
right through the winter 
months and are now look-
ing forward to swimming 
in warmer seas.’

Non-stop
In order to take part in this 

event you must be able to 
swim 2.2km non-stop in 
a pool and preferably be 
able to swim front crawl as 
breast stroke is very diffi -
cult in a wet-suit. 

If you have never swum 
in the sea you must attend 
some open water train-

ing sessions as it is a com-
pletely different experience 
from pool swimming.

The Arran Open Wa-
ter Swimmers group has 
a Facebook page where 
swimmers post when and 
where they are swimming, 
usually at Brodick or Lam-
lash, so if you fancy giv-
ing it a go, please check the 
page out.  The group wel-
comes and encourages new 
swimmers to join in.

If you want more informa-
tion on open water swim-
ming or wish to enter the 
Splash, please contact Ann 
Hart on 01770 303530 or 
07742 922228 or email an-
ngartconner@yahoo.co.uk

School mountain bike 
club taking care of trails
Members of the Arran High 
School mountain bike club 
will be joining thousands 
of volunteers on a Europe-
an-wide trail maintenance 
initiative next weekend and 
are appealing for  volun-
teers who wish to get in-
volved.

The International Moun-
tain Bicycling Association 
‘take care of your trails’ in-
itiative is a volunteer-based 
trail maintenance event 
which started last year and 
which sees local groups un-
dertaking repairs, mainte-
nance and trail-building.

Co-ordinated by IMBA 
Europe, all entrants are en-
tered into a competition to 
see which country hosts the 
best campaign across Eu-
rope.

Last year Slovenia was 

crowned the best moun-
tain bike community in Eu-
rope with 32 groups and 
440 volunteers taking part. 
They were closely fol-
lowed by Scotland, where 
the idea originated.

Essential
Arran’s contribution to 

the Scottish campaign will 
take place on Saturday 
April 7, where young club 
members and volunteers 
will carry out essential trail 
maintenance on the mul-
ti-user trails linking Brod-
ick with Lamlash.

Volunteers are meeting at 
the top of the hill between 
the two villages at the for-
estry’s Cnoc na Dail view-
point car park from 10am 
to 2pm to carry out work 
which will include a vari-
ety of tasks from clearing 

overhanging foliage to im-
proving drainage and the 
trail surface, where need-
ed.

Head teacher Barry Smith 
said: ‘Our mountain bike 
club has made great pro-
gress over the past two 
years and, along with bike 
maintenance opportunities 
and qualifi cations, are now 
taking steps to look at the 
contribution they can make 
and the responsibilities 
they have as users of moun-
tain bike trails on Arran.

‘I think this is a fantas-
tic example of young peo-
ple demonstrating leader-
ship in a real-life context, 
to the benefi t of the whole 
community. 

‘I hope that our communi-
ty can get behind the young 
people of Arran High 

School once again to sup-
port them in demonstrating 
responsibility by caring for 

and managing these trails.’
For more information or 

to sign up please contact 

Robert McNeice on 01770 
600341 or gw17mcneicer-
obert@ea.n-ayrshire.sch.uk

Mountain bikers on the trail which they will undertake maintenance and repairs on next 
weekend. 
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GHK Ladies 3s 3
Arran Ladies 4

Arran Ladies end their 
season on a high note

Arran Ladies end their season on a high note with 
victory and a post game photo. 

Ready for Festival of Rugby
The Arran Malt Festival of Rugby will be held today 
(Saturday) at the Ormidale Park in Brodick.

Organised by Arran Rugby Club, the day will fea-
ture a 15-a-side friendly match against Ardrossan 
Rugby Club along with youth and mini games and 
coaching held throughout the day.

There will also be hot food and a beer tent and lots 
of entertainment, all starting at 11.30am.

The event is taking the place of the usual Arran 
Rugby Sevens which had to be cancelled this year, 
due to many teams still fulfi lling league fi xtures de-
layed by the severe winter weather. There will be no 
dance this year.

The Arran ladies ended 
their season on a high note 
with a hard-fought victo-
ry in an away game against 
Glasgow High Kelvinside 
(GHK) Ladies 3s.

The squad of 13, led by 
captain Annie Watts and 
vice captain Lorraine ‘Hur-
ricane’ Hewie, were des-
perate for a good result to 
secure their position in an 
incredibly closely run con-
test in Division 3 of the 
West District women’s 
hockey league.

GHK won the toss and 
chose fi rst passback. Arran 
enjoyed a good deal of pos-
session in the fi rst half and 
vice captain Lorraine ‘Hur-
ricane’ Hewie was able to 
kick start the scoring with 
a reverse stick sweep into 
goal putting Arran one up.

GHK retaliated with a 
strong press into the Arran 
23-metre area, but the de-
fensive line of Elyse Ait-
ken, Ellie Wood, Freya 
McNicol and Mia Walker 
- all moving in co-ordina-
tion with returning sweep-
er Jenny Stark - were able 
to fend off many of the 
challenges, returning the 
ball up-fi eld to the waiting 
sticks of Susie Murchie, 
Megan McNicol, Hazel 
Malakoty and Abbie McK-
elvie in midfi eld.

The few shots that did get 

through the defensive line 
were quickly cleared away 
by stand-in goalie Pauline 
Reid - who made her third 
appearance this season as 
a player rather than having 
to, out of necessity, umpire.

Play was very even-
ly spread between the two 
teams for the remainder of 
the fi rst half  when a fi nal 
minute challenge from a 
GHK striker brought a new 
threat into the Arran D. On 
approaching goal the play-
er collided with goalkeeper 
Pauline Reid as she moved 
forward to close down the 
shooting angle. Distract-
ed by the impact and con-
cerned for the player’s safe-
ty, Pauline stopped playing 
to ascertain whether or not 
the striker had been injured. 
The player was unharmed 
but, during the kafuffl e, the 
ball, still in motion, rolled 
into the goal bringing the 
half time score to one all.

The second half saw the 
Arran forwards, Lorraine 
Hewie, Annie Watts and 
Helen Thomson put the 
home team defence un-
der strong pressure from 
the outset. The pace of the 
game was phenomenal. 
Both sides were giving 100 
per cent, exhibiting com-
mitment and determination 
and both striving to retain 
possession.

GHK succeeded in scor-
ing a second goal but Arran 
Ladies’ spirit was undimin-

ished. Susie Murchie began 
the counter attack, press-
ing into the opposition’s D. 
Picking up a rebound, she 
shot for goal. The ball was 
obstructed by the body of 
a GHK player, preventing 
its entry into goal. A pen-
alty stroke was awarded to 
Arran for the foul. Captain 

Annie Watts stepped up, 
executing a masterful shot 
which sent the goalie to-
wards the left post - whilst 
fl icking the ball passed her 
right side into the back of 
the net.

Undeterred GHK kept 
fi ghting and were able to 

Continued on page 27
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