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The majority of public toi-
lets on Arran were today 
(Friday) being boarded up 
ahead of their sale or demo-
lition. The signs have been 
taken down and the doors 
padlocked, leaving visitors 
with nowhere to go.

But a furious row has 
erupted after it emerged 
that North Ayrshire Coun-
cil is to keep public toilets 
in Ardrossan and Saltcoats 
open at a cost of £35,000. 
That is the same amount 
which would have kept all 
nine of Arran’s toilets open 
to the public. Instead all but 
four will shut today and 
are in the process of being 
boarded up and having For 
Sale signs slapped on them.

The decision has sparked 
anger both on and off the 
island as Arran gears up for 
what is likely to be its busi-
est summer season.

The closures will leave 
Lochranza, Arran’s sec-
ond ferry port, Lamlash 

Pupils make sweet music to lift cup
Adjudicator Paul Wood, centre, joins delighted Whiting Bay Primary pupils to celebrate winning the Bess MacMillan 
Cup in the group music making category at the 88th Arran Music Festival held over three days last week. 
Full report and four pages of pictures starts on page 15. 01_B13pupils11

Facilities are 
boarded up, 
padlocked and   
up for sale
and Blackwaterfoot with-
out any toilet provision 
and only limited provision 
in Brodick, with the main 
public toilet block shut, at 
Brodick Hall, when it is 
open. Rundown North San-
nox has also been shut.

The only facilities will be 
at Kilmory, Whiting Bay, 
Sandbraes and Glen San-
nox if a deal can be fi nal-
ised for them to be run by 
community groups.

However, it is the cloak-
and-dagger deal thrashed 
out more than a year ago 
to save three toilets on 
the mainland which has 
sparked renewed anger.

As is widely known, North 
Ayrshire Council took 
the decision in February 
2016 to close public toilets
     Continued on page two.

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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Continued from page one.
across the board but the im-
plementation was delayed 
until April 1, 2017, to give 
offi cers time to work with 
community groups to secure 
Community Asset Trans-
fers where possible, saving 
£125,000.

However, an amendment 
was put forward last year 
by Independent Council-
lor John Hunter, who rep-
resents both Ardrossan and 
Arran, to retain the public 
toilets in Saltcoats at Mel-
bourne Gardens and The 
Braes and Ardrossan South 
Beach at a cost of £35,000.

He argued the costs could 
be met by not progress-
ing webcasting of council 
meetings and from reduc-
tions to council catering for 
members and offi cers, and 
at events. And his amend-
ment was carried.

Now Arran Communi-
ty Council wants to know 
why a similar ‘deal’ could 
not have been struck for the 
Arran toilets. 

And it has written to 
Councillor Hunter asking 
for answers. 

The letter asked: ‘We are 
very interested to know 
what justifi cation was pre-
sented to divert £35,000 of 
potential savings to ensure 
the retention of the toilets 
at Ardrossan and Saltcoats. 

‘We are also interested 
to know what the fi nancial 
justifi cation for this deci-
sion was and how the ar-

Summer sailings 
see temporary 
suspension of 
Sunday service
Ferry passengers have been 
reminded that for the next 
four weeks there will be no 
early boat on a Sunday.

The early 8.20am sailing 
is no longer sailing after 
the summer timetable start-
ed today (Friday).

It means that for the next 
four weeks the fi rst sail-
ing on a Sunday will be the 
11.05am until the second 
summer boat, the MV Isle 
of Arran, starts on April 27.

From Sunday April 30 to 
Sunday September 24 there 
will be a 9.05am sailing to 
allow passengers a longer 
day on the mainland. The 
11.05am sailing will then 
become the earliest Sunday 
sailing until the 2017 win-
ter timetable starts on Sun-
day October 22. 

The Isle of Arran Ferry 
Committed raised the mat-
ter with CalMac but is not 
confi dent the second boat 
will start any earlier.

There was a heated de-
bate at Arran Communi-
ty Council over the future 
provision of public toilets 
on Arran.

And there was a warning 
from chairman Bill Calder-
wood when he said: ‘Don’t 
be surprised if you see 
signs going up across the 
island saying, “Toilets are 
for customers only”.’

The community coun-
cil has spent the past few 
days before today’s dead-
line trying to thrash out 
the transfer of the toilets 
which are to come under 
community control. These 
are at Kilmory, Whiting 
Bay, Sandbraes and Glen 
Sannox.

There was particular con-
cern over Lochranza. Mr 
Calderwood raised the sce-
nario. A young family are 
sitting for an hour in a car 
waiting for the ferry. They 
can’t take the car out of the 

queue, so what do they do?’
And the frustration over 

the Whiting Bay transfer 
led village representative 
John Lamont to remark: 
‘We have got to pick up 
North Ayrshire’s mess.’ 

He said he hoped the 
Scottish Government 
would step into the debate 
and make it a statutory re-
quirement for local au-
thorities to provide public 
toilets. He asked: ‘If you 
can fi nd money for badg-
er fences in Lamlash, why 
can’t the council provide 
toilets?’

There is further confu-
sion at Glen Sannox since 
the community is to be giv-
en a new facility at a new 
location still to be deter-
mined.

Corrie and Sannox rep-
resentative Barry Mochan 
asked if the existing facil-
ity was to stay open, but is-
land offi ce Gus Macleod 

said it was on the list to be 
closed.

Shiskine representative 
Neil Arthur said the west of 
the island was being aban-
doned again, with Black-
waterfoot and Shiskine 
being left without any fa-
cilities. He said the com-
munity had no intention 
of taking over a facility at 
such a dangerous location 
but would consider a fa-
cility elsewhere. However, 
members heard the chem-
ical disposal facilities at 
Blackwaterfoot and Whit-
ing Bay would remain. 

Mr Arthur had the last 
word. He said: ‘The pub-
lic toilets at Tarbert, Loch 
Fyne are paid entry, have 
showers and are immacu-
late. These are the sort of 
facilities we should have 
across the island and there 
is an excellent example not 
far away. It can be done if 
there is the will.’

gument to retain these two 
locations differed from Ar-
ran or any other location in 
North Ayrshire.’

In his reply, Councillor 
Hunter said there had never 
been any intention to dis-
criminate against Arran. 

He said at the time there 
was no community council 
in Ardrossan and Saltcoats 
to fi ght for the toilets and 
said there was no provi-
sion the length of the prom-
enade since the only hotel, 
the Lauriston, refused to 
participate in a public ac-
cess scheme.

He told The Banner: ‘I 
don’t want to see any area 
without toilets and I voted 
against the budget this 
year.’ 

The Banner understands 
funding for the three toilets 
was renewed this year but 
was still awaiting clarifi ca-
tion as it went to print. 

A North Ayrshire Coun-

cil spokesman said: ‘Pos-
itive discussions are on-
going with representatives 
of the community council 
and local community asso-
ciations on Arran with the 
view to them taking own-
ership of public toilets at 
Kilmory, Whiting Bay, 
Sandbraes and Glen San-
nox.

‘We are committed to en-
suring that the public toi-
lets are brought up to a 
good working order before 
they are transferred to lo-
cal community associations 
and have invested money to 
ensure this is the case. 

‘We will also help the 
groups explore opportu-
nities for grant funding as 
they assume responsibility 
for the facilities.

‘In addition, we will also 
be investing in upgraded 
facilities at Brodick Hall to 
ensure public toilet access 
is retained in the village.’

The public toilets in Lamlash which are closed and up for 
sale. 01_B13toilet01

What is young family to do if they 
are caught short at ferry terminal?

Send your news and photographs to 
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

CLADACH SAWMILL
CLOSED 8th April until 

18th April
ALSO large quantities of 

firewood slabs free to uplift
Call: 07803625248



Shock return 
of Supermario

Art show at library 
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Arran artist Jill Har-
gan is the exhibitor for 
April at Brodick Library.
Jill is exhibiting  recent 
paintings of mainly local 
people, having previously 
concentrated on land-
scapes. She studied foun-
dation at Ipswich School of 

Mario back home with Abby. 

A Cairn terrier named 
Mario has been found alive 
and well after surviving in 
the wild for more than two 
weeks on his own. 

The 18-month-old dog 
was enjoying a walk near 
Kings Cave in Blackwater-
foot with his owner, Ruth 
Betley, when he chased af-
ter something and did not 
return. Not too concerned, 
Ruth continued home ex-
pecting Mario to make his 
way back as he had done on 
previous occasions. 

By later that evening, 
Mario had not returned 
and Ruth and her daughter 
Abby went back out to look 
for him but without any joy.

For two weeks, Ruth cov-
ered the same route night 
and day and made desper-
ate appeals on social me-
dia in the hope he would be 
found.

Remarkably, 15 days 
after he went missing, 
Mario popped out of a 
cave at Ruth’s side – look-
ing skinny, hungry and 
dirty but none the worse for 
his ordeal.

Ruth takes up the story. 
‘He literally ran up behind 
me. There were tears of 
joy, I can tell you. I didn’t 
have a lead with me as I 
really had given up hope of 

ever seeing him again so 
was worried about how I 
would get him back home 
but he just ran alongside 
me all the way back home 
no bother. Abby was ec-
static when she saw him. 
A very happy wee girl re-
united with her beloved 
dog. I have now idea how 
he has survived for 15 days  
and if anyone has helped 
feed him or seen him, we 
are very grateful.’

Now back home in 
Shiskine, Ruth says her 
family is complete again 
and she thanked all those 
who had helped look for 
Mario – both on the ground 
and on social media. ‘We 
now call him Supermario,’ 
she joked. One of Jill’s paintings on show.

Art and Design and, after a 
seasonal job on the island 
turned into a life on Arran, 
she continued her further 
education through Open 
University and day release. 

The exhibition runs from 
the April 3 until April 23, 
and all are welcome.
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Art trail is 
launched
The Arran Art Trail is offi -
cially launched today (Sat-
urday).

To mark the opening, 
renowned Glasgow artist 
Avril Paton visited the is-
land to see for herself what 
the trail will offer.

The year-round trail will 
compliment the annu-
al visual arts event, the Ar-
ran Open Studios weekend, 
which offers locals and vis-
itors the opportunity to vis-
it artists and crafts people in 
their studios.

 The trail will extend this 
throughout the year and 
will include 19 venues 
from potters, painters, jew-
elers, sculptors, wood turn-
ers, photographers, textile 
workers, glass workers to 
furniture makers as well as 
venues and galleries exhib-
iting local artists work.

The trail is the brain-

Visitor numbers 
up at castle

Early arrival could herald big year for butterflies
 

Avril Paton, third from the right, and Ann Hume o�  cially open the new Arran Art Trail 
� anked by island artists and supporters. 01_B13art01

child of Brodick artists 
Ann Hume and Angela 
Elliot-Walker. 

Avril  has strong connec-
tions to Arran. She lived 
on the island for 35 years, 
brought up her family here 
and frequently returns to 
visit family. 

She is best known for her 
work, Windows in the West 
which is owned by Glasgow 
Museums and hangs in Kel-
vingrove Art Gallery. It also 
recently featured in the fi lm 
Trainspotting 2.

Avril said: ‘The Arran Art 
Trail is sure to be a great 
success as an interesting 
and exciting addition to the 
island’s many attractions.

‘I think the very high qual-
ity and diversity of the arts 
and crafts produced here 
will see the enterprise go 
from strength to strength. I 
wish the Arran Art Trail all 

possible good luck now at 
it’s start  and as it develops 
onward and upwards in the 
years to come.’ 

Ann said: ‘The idea is to 
give visitors and local res-
idents the opportunity to 
visit practicing artists and 
craftspeople in their studi-
os and to gain some insight 
into how creative people 
work as well as what in-
spires them.

‘I’m looking forward to 
welcoming people to my 
Edith, my shepherds hut stu-
dio, as I am sure all the oth-
er participants are as well.’

Printed brochures are 
available on the ferry, at the 
VisitScotland tourist offi ce 
and other venues around 
the island. It includes a map 
showing where the studi-
os are situated along with 
some images and informa-
tion on artists’ work.        

The National Trust for 
Scotland is reporting its 
fi rst butterfl y sighting of 
the year, and it is an unu-
sual one as a Red Admiral 
was spotted in the gardens 
at Brodick Castle earlier 
this month. 

Gardener George Ing-
lis made the discovery on 
March 9 and managed to 
catch a photograph last 
week while at work at the 
historic estate, which has 
been in the care of the char-
ity that conserves and pro-
motes Scotland’s heritage 
since 1958. 

The Red Admiral which was 
spotted early in the castle 
gardens. 

Although Red Admirals 
are common across the UK, 
they are not usually seen so 
early in spring, usually mi-
grating from Europe and 
North Africa once tempera-
tures here start to rise. 

Brodick senior ranger 
Kate Sampson said: ‘It is 
quite unusual to see a Red 
Admiral as our fi rst butter-
fl y of the year. This could 
suggest that it over-win-
tered here, rather than mi-
grating. Let’s hope this 
heralds a big year for but-
terfl ies at Brodick.’ 

The trust collects infor-

mation about wildlife sight-
ings on its land, which it 
then feeds into the Nation-
al Biodiversity Network, 
providing comprehensive 
information on Scotland’s 
amazing wildlife. 

Visitors are encouraged to 
submit sightings at www.
nts.org.uk/wildlifesurvey. 

This year is all about the 
outdoors at the castle and 
country park. While the 
castle is closed for vital fi re 
safety work, the team are 
putting on plenty of events 
out in the garden and coun-
try park for the visitor sea-

son, so watch out for the 
monthly events listings. 

Dog classes have 
resumed
The winter run of dog 
classes at Whiting Bay fi n-
ished last week with a very 
successful puppy class 
which is always very pop-
ular.

Classes started again last 
Wednesday, March 29, in 
Whiting Bay hall with the 
session looking to culmi-
nate in dogs being tested to 
Good Citizen Dog Scheme 
standards at the end of 
May. For further informa-
tion Margaret Kay can be 
contacted on 600858.

Brodick Castle and 
Country Park has seen an 
increase of 12.9 per cent in 
visitor numbers, according 
to the Association of 
Leading Visitor Attractions

A new report details the 
largest visitor attractions in 
the UK with Brodick Cas-
tle listed as number 223 on 
the list. According to their 
fi gures, Scottish attrac-
tions saw an increase of 
15.6 per cent, a record year 
for Scottish tourism, while 
across the UK the national 
average was a 7.2 per cent 
increase. Brodick Castle 
received 27,896 visitors 
during 2016. 

South of Scotland MSP 
Colin Smyth said: ‘This 
report highlights two clear 
issues about tourism in 
Scotland.

‘The fi rst being that local 
attractions can and have 
shown to be a hugely im-
portant part of the offer to 
attract tourists to Scotland 
and, secondly, if promot-
ed as well as attractions in 
the big cities, they could 
become even more signif-
icant pillars of the local 
economy.’
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Tony helps businesses to 
aspire on Arran

Man targeted in online internet scam 

More than 50 island busi-
nesses were represented as 
an Aspire To Arran 2020 
held at the Douglas Hotel 
last Wednesday.

The guest speaker was 
Scotland’s top rugby try 
scorer of all time, Tony 
Stanger, now a motiva-
tional speaker, who, along 
with the delegates, looked 
at the future for Arran and 
how businesses would have 
to prepare themselves in or-
der to get to 2020, the date 
Arran has set to become a 
‘world class’ destination.

Tony represented Scot-
land 52 times and is an 
ex-British Lion. Organiser 
Derek Shand, of Business 
Gateway Arran and Cum-
brae, said: ‘Tony helped us 

Arran residents are being 
warned to be aware of the 
latest scam that has seen 
Lamlash resident Mark 
Johnson conned out of 
thousands of pounds. 

The entirely plausible 
scam followed on from 
a call to his internet ser-
vice provider complaining 
about a reduction in his in-
ternet speed. 

Coincidentally, the fol-
lowing day Mark received 
a call from a person pur-
porting to be from BT 
Openreach who spoke him 
through a series of ‘online 
tests’ to determine the fault. 

Mark said: ‘I am not very 
tech savvy but the tests 
seemed to reveal that there 

From left to right are Lynne Anderson, Poverty Alliance; Sheena Borthwick, AEG; Lauren 
Johnstone, Business Gateway; Tony Stanger; Val Russell, Ayrshire Chamber; Derek Shand, 
Business Gateway; Joe Brown, Scotland’s Business Pledge; and John McGuire and Richard 
Campbell of NAC economic development. 01_A13business01

visualise the improvements 
we would have to make in 
our business behaviours to 
ensure that our businesses 

Tony is welcomed by organiser Derek Shand. 01_A13business02

get to 2020. Our thanks to 
the Douglas Hotel and to 
North Ayrshire Council for 
sponsoring the event.’

was a problem regarding 
my internet connection, 
something that the caller 
said they would rectify and, 
owing to the inconven-
ience, would also provide a 
refund for.

‘I graciously accepted the 
refund, having experienced 
a large amount of down-
time. However, an error oc-
curred during the refund 
process and I was told that 
I was overpaid.

‘I investigated this with 
my online bank and it ap-
peared genuine but by this 
time the con artist already 
had full control of my 
computer and the details 
that I saw were actually 
fabricated.

‘It has been a diffi cult les-
son to learn but, because it 
was so entirely plausible 
and because of my lack of 
computer knowledge, I was 
completely taken in despite 
being wary of such scams.’

Luckily for Mark, the 
bank has refunded all of 
the money he had lost. 
However, his computer 
which had been infi ltrated, 
is no longer secure and he 
is no longer feels comfort-
able using it. 

Mark added: ‘I have 
come out of this entire or-
deal relatively unscathed 
and I hope that others, es-
pecially the elderly and the 
less tech savvy, can learn 
something from this.’
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A memorial service was 
held outside the Brodick 
ferry terminal on Saturday 
morning in memory of the 
379 men that lost their lives 
when HMS Dasher sank in 
1943 between Arran and 
Ardrossan. 

The service, which was 
conducted by the Reverend 
Angus Adamson, was made 
all the more poignant due to 
a large warship in the bay 
and a large contingent of 
Royal Navy members from 
the HMS Dalriada Reserve 
Unit in Govan who came to 
pay their respects on behalf 
of the Royal Navy. 

Members of the HMS 
Dasher Association, in-
cluding David Hodkinson 
whose father drowned in 
the tragedy, joined mem-
bers of the Arran British 

Memorial service held 
for HMS Dasher victims

Lieutenant commander Jim Martin, Mid shipman Ryan Tumilty, Petty o�  cer Joanne 
Browning and Able seaman James Scott bow their heads as Reverend Adamson conducts 
the dedication. 01_B13dasher02

Piper Ian Clarke leads the 
� ag bearers o�  the ferry to 
take part in the memorial 
service for HMS Dasher. 
01_B13dasher01

Legion in the exhortations 
which included the words: 
‘At the going down of the 
sun, and in the morning we 
will remember them.’

Among those attend-
ing the service was Da-
vid Craig who worked as 
a radio offi cer on SS Do-
ver Hill which served with 
HMS Dasher and who lost 
many friends while serving 
in the Royal Navy during 
the war.

A service takes place 
on the top deck of the Ar-
ran ferry every year with 
the assistance of CalMac 
which sails the ship over 
the exact spot, fi ve miles 
from the Cumbrae light-
house, where the ship went 
down. The crew turn off the 
engines, hold a service and 
throw wreaths into the sea. 

When the ship arrived in 
Brodick the group held an-
other short service at the 
Dasher memorial plaque at 
the ferry terminal after Ian 
Clarke piped the two fl ag 

bearers off the ship. A min-
ute’s silence was also held. 

The service takes place 
every year on the Saturday 
closest to March 27, when 
in 1943 at 4.40pm a huge 

explosion ripped HMS 
Dasher apart and sunk the 
vessel within eight min-
utes, taking with it 527 
men. There were only 149 
survived. 
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Labour 
pledges
a better 
vision

SNP adopts candidate 

Ellen McMaster, third left, with supporters at her adoption night. 

Local election round-up – countdown to May 4

NORTH Ayrshire Labour 
has launched its manifes-
to for the council elections 
in May.

 Entitled ‘A Vision for a 
Better North Ayrshire’, the 
manifesto looks to build 
on the Labour administra-
tion’s six months in power.

The manifesto lists a 
whole of range of Labour 
achievements and includes 
more than 100 pledges that 
Labour says will help cre-
ate a better North Ayrshire.

These pledges include a 
comprehensive plan for bet-
ter housing, greater regu-
lations to improve the pri-
vate rented sector and bring 
down the cost of private 
rents, and the creation of a 
municipal mortgage scheme 
to help young  people onto 
the housing ladder.

Also a new North Ayr-
shire Youth Guarantee, in-
cluding a guarantee of a 
positive destination for all 
16- and 17-year-olds, con-
tinued investment to im-
prove local schools, in-
cluding primary schools 
and  further devolution of 
services down to commu-
nities – building on the 
£5 million allocated from 
Labour’s budget.

After the launch, Labour 
council leader Joe Cull-
inane said: ‘This is a mani-
festo that will deliver a bet-
ter North Ayrshire. It is a 
manifesto that makes it clear 
that Labour will not sit back 
and accept the status quo – 
we will set about challeng-
ing and changing it. 

‘We are proud of our 
record in power over the 
past six months. We have 
achieved so much in such a 
short period of time. 

‘We will now take our 
message to doorsteps 
across North Ayrshire and 
ask local people to give 
us a full fi ve-year term to 
build on our record and de-
liver our vision for a better 
North Ayrshire in full.’

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@arranbanner.
co.uk

Isle of Arran SNP held a 
social event to mark the 
adoption of Ellen McMas-
ter as a candidate in the 
local elections in May.

Around 50 members and 
supporters enjoyed a hot 
buffet of home made cur-
ries, entertainment from 
Arran’s Jazz Café Band, 
and short speeches from 
Patricia Gibson MP and 
from Ms McMaster.

Ms McMaster told sup-
porters: ‘These local coun-
cil elections are tremen-
dously important to us on 
Arran. 

‘North Ayrshire Coun-
cil provides many services 
which we rely on as indi-
viduals and businesses and 
it is important that there 

is a strong SNP adminis-
tration in Irvine, provid-

ing continuity and build-
ing on the improvements 

of the past fi ve years.’ And 
in a rallying call to mem-

bers she said: ‘Along with 
SNP councils nationally, 
we will be concentrating 
on social housing, child 
care, and community em-
powerment. 

‘We need our share of 
the 50,000 new houses 
pledged nationally. 

‘If elected, we will en-
sure that the big advan ces 
in child care provision are 
implemented. 

‘And the SNP is commit-
ted to a minimum of one 
per cent of the North Ayr-
shire Council budget being 
community-controlled.’

Ms McMaster is stand-
ing in Ardrossan and Ar-
ran ward for the SNP along 
with Ardrossan-based 
Councillor Tony Gurney.

COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 
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Kilmory community bus must be booked separately in advance by calling 870263

What’s on in Arran this Easter

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM
Scottish Charity Number SC002089

Rosaburn, Brodick, Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 
Archaeology,  Social History, Clearances, etc., 
and visit the 19th Century Cottage, the 1940’s 

Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge.

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. 
Riverside Picnic Area. Gift Shop.  

Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.

Archive and Genealogy 
researchers welcomed

(on Wednesdays only  from 10.30am to 12.30pm 
and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, 

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT

 

Sun  2nd  3 . 30pm 
 
 

COAST 

EGGSTRAORDINARY SEA LIFE!
Lamlash Green (by the tennis courts) 

Saturday, 15th of April, 
from 10 am

Join the COAST team to comb the beach for easter eggs 
and take part in the fi rst of our “Wild Things” workshops 

to fi nd out about cool sea eggs and babies!
www.arrancoast.com
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for publication on this 
page. The Editor reserves the right to shorten, amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and addresses MUST be 
supplied to indicate good faith, although these details 
can be withheld from publication. Telephone numbers, 
if available, should also be included. Anonymous letters 
will not be considered. Please write to: Letters, The Arran 
Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be considered if they have a 
name, full address and phone number.

At Arran Banner, we endeavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of 
Practice set by the Independent Press Standards Organisa-
tion (IPSO). 

We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to 
time. If you think we have made a significant mistake and 
you wish to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon 
as possible by any of the three methods: emailing editor@
arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning the chief reporter on 01770 

302142 or write to the Group Editor at Wyvex Media, Cran-
nog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. We will try 
to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and amicable 
manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@
ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body that deals with 
complaints from the public about the editorial content of 
newspapers. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Press policy

Arran
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North Ayrshire 
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Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Thought for the week
‘He who dwells in the 
shelter of the Most High 
will rest in the shadow of 
the Almighty.’
(Psalm 91)

Grateful thanks
Sir, 
My wife and I recently vis-
ited Arran for the fi rst time.
Unfortunately we had a 
road accident on the day 
that we arrived, without 
any other vehicle being in-
volved our car caught a 
narrow verge and before 
we knew what was happen-
ing we were pulled off the 
road and our car ended up 
on it’s side at the bottom of 
a steep bank; this happened 
near the village of Kilmory 
and close to a construction 
site where a new distillery 
is being built.
 Within minutes of our ac-
cident the Arran army of 
good people began to come 
to our rescue. Men from the 
site nearby dropped tools 
immediately, and James 
the site manager took con-
trol, he along with his boys 
helped and assisted my 
wife and I from the car 
whilst giving instructions 
for a vehicle to be taken to 
the scene along with a ramp 
to bridge the gap from the 
upturned car to the road, 
within 20 minutes we were 
sitting in the warmth of 
the site offi ce in their most 
comfortable chairs with 
and a hot cuppa and bis-
cuits,  without any fuss or 
drama.
 The next good people to 
arrive were Shirley and 
Martin in the ambulance, 
they were thoroughly as-
sertive and professional, 
and we not only felt that 
we were in the most capa-
ble hands medically but in 
the presence of people that 
really cared – on the way 
back to the hospital we 
spoke warmly together as 
friends sharing experiences 

in our lives that were most 
meaningful.
 Colin and Ian, the police-
men who arrived on the 
scene shortly after the am-
bulance, were just glad to 
see that we were not badly 
hurt and after they had ar-
ranged all the work of re-
covering our car, popped in 
to see us later in the hospi-
tal to check how we were 
and tell us about our vehi-
cle and rightly saying: ‘cars 
can be mended’.
 The lady duty doctor and 
staff at the hospital gave 
us their full attention and 
a most thorough  examina-
tion – they went way be-
yond the call of duty allow-
ing the use of their phone 
and arranging transport 
for us to get back to the 
Auchrannie Hotel where 
we were staying.
 Duncan Macleod the 
duty manager at Auchran-
nie along with all his staff 
were genuinely sorry about 
our mishap and made the 
rest of our stay most com-
fortable, sensitively and 
thoughtfully applying extra 
TLC . and in a very quiet 
and unpretentious way they 
went the extra miles.

Someone along the 
way mentioned that An-
gus Lambie who recov-
ered our car could be a bit 
stern. Well, I don’t know 
about that, but I do know 
that I couldn’t have asked 
for  anyone better than An-
gus when my back was to 
the wall and I was need-
ing help. He is a solid son 
of Arran.

Before we left the hotel 
and the island, one of the 
ladies from the offi ce came 
to see how we were and 
to pass on the best regards 
from Anthony, her relative 

who was one of the local 
boys who helped us out of 
the car.

My wife and I are com-
mitted Christians and thank 
God for sparing our lives, 
and for all the good people 
on the island who refl ect 
being made in God’s good 
image. We would love 
to return to you and your 
beautiful island.

Grateful thanks.
Yours,
Gavin and
Anne Sutherland
Inverness

Political silence
Sir,
The decision, following 
the debate about the main-
land port for the Arran fer-
ry, is apparently imminent 
and there are more leaks 
about that than there are in 
a day tripper’s fi shing net. 
In addition, North Ayrshire 
Council (NAC) are already 
embroiled in another heat-
ed topic of their own mak-
ing – the. closure of Arran’s 
public toilets.

Readers may be forgiven 
for thinking that this mat-
ter is under control and that 
the problem had been, as it 
were, fl ushed away. That is 
a false impression and the 
fact remains that unless the 
toilets are adopted by vil-
lage communities by Fri-
day March 31, and not all 
of them will be, the demoli-
tion will follow, according 
to council offi cers.

It should be emphasised 
that all of our political rep-
resentatives (MSP, MP and 
North Ayrshire Council) 
have been conspicuous by 
their silence on this top-
ic in contrast to their re-
cent fervourant attempts to 
grab headlines and public-

ity with anything harbour 
related.

It is true that there is no 
statutory requirement for 
NAC to provide public toi-
lets, while, ironically, the 
provision of dog waste de-
positories is a requirement. 
That is not something a 
modern, progressive, tour-
ist-dependent Scotland 
should be proud of. Holy-
rood has been caught short.

While some of the vil-
lage communities are mak-
ing arrangements to adopt 
and manage toilets or fi nd 
alternative premises, oth-
ers for various reasons can-
not. Blackwaterfoot toi-
let for example is in a very 
dangerous location and the 
one adjacent to Lochranza 
pier is unsuitable for disa-
bled access and CalMac ap-
parently refuse to consider 
adoption or the provision of 
an alternative.

The person responsi-
ble for all of this is the ex-
ecutive director of place 
at North Ayrshire Coun-
cil who has said: ‘In terms 
of toilets we really value 
these facilities but we have 
a number of competing de-
mands’.The next time he 
has urgent need of a toi-
let whilst out and about I 
would ask him to refl ect on 
that comment and conclude 
at that time which is his 
most ‘competing demand’ 
and therefore highest prior-
ity. If he doesn’t know now 
he will then.

The lack of investment in 
the toilets over many years 
is a disgrace and some 
could barely even be de-
scribed as basic. At the 
same time, it is frustrating 
to note from the Arran per-
spective that some toilets 
in mainland towns, nearest 

to NAC’s Council Cham-
bers in Irvine, are to remain 
open and to continue to re-
ceive public funding. There 
are those whose ambition it 
is, (supported by NAC) to 
promote Arran as a ‘world 
class’ destination. The toi-
lets that NAC wish to trans-
fer are a long way short of 
that category.

Transport Scotland has re-
vealed that ferry passen-
ger fi gures to Arran are up 
17 per cent. This is a con-
sequence of the success-
ful government subsidised 
RET (Road Equivalent Tar-
iff) which was designed to 
promote tourism and boost 
island economies, and in 
that regard it has been a 
success. Yet as numbers in-
crease NAC want to close 
public toilets on Arran. 

NAC, have supported the 
Ardrossan-Brodick ferry 
route, largely for the econo-
my of the Ardrossan hinter-
land. There is an hypocri-
sy here in that the NAC are 
set to receive several tens 
of millions of pounds to re-
generate those areas, other 
than the harbour area. Sure-
ly £40,000 from that sum 
can be found to keep Ar-
ran’s toilets open or better, 
£80,000 to make them us-
able.

Yours,
Neil Arthur
Kilpatrick

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

So the deed has been done 
and most public toilets on 
the island are closed. 

As you read this council 
workmen are boarding up 
doors, fastening padlocks 
and taking down signs. 
Welcome to Arran!

Large swathes of the is-
land – particularly on the 
West Coast – have been left 
without a public toilet for 
miles. Not very convenient.

As the community coun-
cil asked what is a young 
family to do waiting for 
the ferry at Lochranza? The 
answer is fairly simple and 
not very hygenic.

The move has been made 
all the more galling this 
week after it emerged that 
a deal was done more than 
a year ago to save North 
Ayrshire public toilets in 
Ardrossan and Saltcoats. 
Another deal was done in 
Largs.

This short-sighted deci-
sion does nothing to help 
the vision of Arran as a 
world-class destination by 
2020.
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Jazz guitarist Marcus Ford will be performing at the Arran Lodge at Altachorvie. 

Quality professional musicians have been a winning in-
gredient at the Pierhead Tavern in Lamlash and its varied 
programme to suit all tastes continues all year. 

Saturday nights are always a blast with a fabulous line-
up of artists covering pop, post-punk and rock plus an 
opportunity to dress up for glam rock. The most loved 
friends, the George Lindsay Blues Band, continue to 
amaze the crowds with slick guitar work and tight sounds, 
plus April also brings two tribute bands to The PHT – T-Rex 
and The Jam.

Sunday afternoons are more mellow and once a month 
they celebrate the expertise of young musicians, this 
month welcoming the Nescio ensemble from Holland, 
who will be playing alongside the fabulous � ddle players 
from Arran. 

The PHT is also delighted to welcome Katee Kross, a 
young singer/songwriter who has already played at Wem-
bley Stadium, and a fabulous treat from Mambo Jambo, 
with unique sounding world music. Full listings can be 
found on the pub website www.thepht.co.uk.

Alongside the Saturday nights and Sunday afternoons, 
the venue also encourages singing and playing at other 
times and has instruments on hand to borrow. On Friday 
evenings, the PHT sets up an open mic and has a karaoke 
screen. All evening music starts after dinner service.

Jazz guitarist Marcus Ford will be performing 
at the Arran Lodge at Altachorvie in Lamlash 
where he is sure to delight with his inimita-
ble style on Wednesday April 5.

As a solo player, he has a cool, intimate style 
that is as tastefully luxurious as it is self-con-
tained. While it is tempting as a guitarist to 
emulate horn players with blistering single 
note runs, Marcus is in� uenced by a more 
orchestral approach a� orded by the classical 
guitar.

 His tastefully luxurious tone, lush harmony 
and full swinging sound have become a 
trademark of his playing. He has performed 
all over the world, including Germany, Italy, 
China and is a regular face on the Scottish 
jazz scene playing with his trio and as a solo 
performer. 

His album Going Solo was well received 
and featured a duo track alongside one of 
the world’s leading jazz guitarist, Martin 
Taylor, who has been one of Marcus’s biggest 
in� uences.

The show starts at 7.30pm.

New life breathed into Santa’s SparkleMusic for all at PHT
A committee that aims to 
re-establish the Santa’s Sparkle 
event has come a step closer 
with its plans to continue with 
the annual festival in Lamlash 
after two successful meetings 
yielded a willingness to host it 
as a community-organised and 
-run event.

Following on from its public 
meetings, a committee of 
volunteers has been set up 
to help co-ordinate and or-
ganise the many people who 
have volunteered. 

On Saturday November 25 
the committee hopes to be 
able to run a full programme 
of events for all ages, starting 
with the arrival of Santa 
around noon, through to a 
ceilidh after the tree-lighting 
and possibly a � reworks show 
after nightfall. It also envis-

ages a marquee full of market 
stalls and to be able to have 
activities for children under 
cover should the weather not 
be favourable. 

The committee is still seek-
ing people and organisations 
for a whole host of things, 
from organising and running 
events during the day to pick-
ing up litter the day after. As 
the cost of putting on such an 
event is not inconsiderable, 
the committee will approach 
local businesses and grant-
giving organisations for help 
with funding, but organisers 
say that donations from any-
where will be more than wel-
come. The website will also 
have a facility for donations. 

A spokeswoman for the 
committee said: ‘We would 
be delighted to hear from 

anyone who would like to be 
involved in this year’s Santa’s 
Sparkle, particularly those 
who would be interested in 
organising an event or per-
formance on the day.’

A new Facebook page 
has been set up at www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s / 
167895513704883/ as a forum 
for ideas and information, 
and a website will shortly be 
set up too.

Cool jazz guitarist to
play   at Altachorvieplay   at Altachorvie
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport   £35.00

Prestwick Airport  £25.00

Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

Arran Horticultural show
has real spring in its step

Words and pictures by
COLIN SMEETON

The sights and smell of 
spring was in the air last 
Saturday when Arran was 
bathed in sunshine and 
the Arran Horticultural 
Society held their annual 
Spring Flower and Bulb 
Show. 

Brodick Hall was � lled 
with the � oral smell of 
fresh � owering blooms, 
� oral art, potted plants, 
miniature gardens and a 
large array of children’s art-
works, which is a � ercely 
contested category among 
the local primary schools. 
Included in the children’s 
category were gardens in 
a tray and � ower arrange-
ments which saw a num-
ber of creative entries and 
which was ultimately won 
by Shiskine Primary for 
gaining the most points in 
section. 

Chairman of the Horticul-
tural Society John Sillars 
said: ‘Once again this year 
we have had a fantastic 
turnout, especially from 
the children who have 
excelled themselves with 
a fantastic amount of 
entries. The schools and 
everyone else who partic-
ipated are to be thanked, 
along with everyone who 
contributed by donating 
to the ra�  e and the baking 
which was enjoyed by the 
many visitors.’ 

The society hosts two 
shows every year: the 
spring show in Brodick 
Hall and the summer show 
which is held in the Arran 
Community Theatre and 
which is the larger of the 
two shows, receiving hun-
dreds of entries ranging 
from � owers to produce 
and art.    

Full results of the show were 
as follows: Section 1 Bulb 
Class: 1 Da� odils/Narcissi, 1 C 
Vella-Boyle, 2 Angela Cassels, 3 
Janet Logan. 3 Tulips, 1 A Cassels, 
2 John Sillars. 4 Hyacinths, 1 C 
Vella-Boyle, 2 Janet Logan, 3 A 
Stefanuti. 6 Amaryllis, 1 A Ste-
fanuti. 7 Miniature da� odils, 1 C 
Vella-Boyle, 2 A Stefanuti, 3 Sonia 
Harding. 8 Misc, 1 A Cassels, 2 
Kate Robertson, 3 A Cassels.

Section 2 cut blooms: 9a 5 
Da� odils/Narcissi, trumpet, 1 A 
Stefanuti, 2 Kilmory School, 3 
John Sillars, highly commended, 
Carol Shaw, Julie Hamill. 9b 
5 Da� odils/ Narcissi, large, 1 
Kate Russell, 2 S Harding. 9c 5 
Da� odils/Narcissi, small, 1 John 
Sillars, 2 J Sillars, 3 A Cassels, 
highly commended, S Harding. 
9d 5 Da� odils/ Narcissi, double, 
1 R&M Farqhar, 2 S Harding, 3 S 
Harding, highly commended S 
Harding. 9e 5 Da� odils/Narcissi, 
multi headed, 1 Laura Currie. 
11 3 Spikes of Hyacinth, 1 Janet 
Logan. 13 1 Bloom of Narcissi, 
names, 1 A Stefanuti, 2 A Cassels, 
3 S Harding. 

Section 3 � oral art: 14 Flower 
arrangement, 1 May Crawford, 2 
Kate Russell, 3 J Baraclough. 15 
Floral art theme, 1 May Crawford. 

Section 4 miscellaneous: 16 1 
Vase foliage, 1 Janet Baraclough, 
2 Elby Laing, 3 C Vella-Boyle.18 
Pot plant foliage, 1 Barbara 
Paulucy. 19 Pot plant, � owering, 
1 A Cassels, 2 Brenda Steward, 3 
Brenda Stewart. 21 Patio pot, 1 
or 2 varieties, 1 Angela Cassels, 2 
Janet Logan, 3 Julie Hamill. 22 Cut 
� owering shrub, 1 Colin Currie, 
2 Alison Bilsland, 3 A A Cassels. 
23 Garden in a tray, 1 Kilmory 
Primary, 2 Kirstie Hulme, 3 Olivia 
McNeice, highly commended, 
Rosie Wilkinson. 24 Painted 
decorated egg, 1 Scott McAlister, 
2 Shiskine Nursery, 3 Victor Gwiz-
dowski, highly commended, Ava 
McNeice, Isla Robertson. 25 Bowl 
of bulbs, 1 Kilmory primary, 2 
Shiskine primary, 3 Kilmory pri-
mary. 27 Coloured picture, under 
eight, 1 Fergus West, 2 Olivia Mc-
Neice, 3 Scott McAlister, highly 
commended, Ewen Southwick. 
28 Coloured picture, over nine, 1 
Abby Stewart, 2 Heather Beeton, 
3 Severin Riddle. 

Section 6 Photographic: 29 
Photograph, 1 Kate Sampson, 2 S 
Harding, 3 Kate Sampson, highly 
commended Carol Shaw.

Trophy winners
Royal Bank of Scot-
land for best exhibit in 
show, John Sillars. 

RW McKelvie Cup for 
best exhibit in section 
1, Andrew Stefanuti. 

Neil McLean Cup for 
best exhibit in section 
5, Abby Stewart. 

Brodick Castle 
Gardens Trophy for 
school or nursery 
gaining most points, 
Shiskine primary. 

Arran Horticultural 
Society Trophy for 
best in section 6, Kate 
Sampson.

Chairman John Sillars 
took the Best in Show 
with his � ne display 
of � awless da� odils. 

01_B13spring01

Angela Cassels had 
many entries, earning 

numerous � rst, second 
and third places. 

01_B13spring02

May Crawford, a regular 
contender in the 

summer show, continued 
with her winning entries 

in the spring show. 
01_B13spring03

All of the trophy winners pose with their awards at the Brodick 
Hall gardens. 01_B13spring08

A large amount of detail can be seen in the farmyard-themed entries.
 01_B13spring12

The Spring Flower and Bulb Show was well attended with many visitors throughout the day. 01_B13spring10

Children inspect their decorated eggs to see if they have won any prizes.
01_B13spring13
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Arran Horticultural show
has real spring in its step

Left: Janet Baraclough 
took � rst prize for her 
vase of foliage and a 
third prize for one of 
her � oral arrangements. 
01_B13spring04

Above: Ava and Olivia 
McNeice proudly show 

o�  their garden in a tray 
which won third prize.

01_B13spring06

Shiskine Primary pupils took the most points earning themselves the Brodick 
Castle Gardens Trophy. 01_B13spring07

Scott McAllister of 
Kilmory Primary took 

� rst place for his 
decorated eggs and 
a third prize for his 

drawing Spring at the 
Seaside.

01_B13spring09

All of the trophy winners pose with their awards at the Brodick 
Hall gardens. 01_B13spring08

The Spring Flower and Bulb Show was well attended with many visitors throughout the day. 01_B13spring10

Entrants in the children’s category inspect the various entries by their peers. 
01_B13spring11
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WHAT’S ON
Every day
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open  9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon, Wed, Sat 10-5pm, Tue, Thur, Fri, Sun 12.30-5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, Rosaburn, Brodick         Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

Saturday 1st April
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
Live music – Scott MacDonald Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9am
Live music – Slider The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 2nd April
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers  Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Meet Marys Meals Lamlash church Hall, 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Live music – Scott MacDonald The PHT, Lamlash, 3.30pm

Monday 3rd April  
Over 50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
RunArran  Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge  Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau  Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Corrie - Breagha Holistic Beauty   5:00pm - 5:30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Shiskine Church Hall   5:15pm - 5:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Brodick Church Kitchen   6pm - 6.30pm

Tuesday 4th April
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 2pm
RunArran run coaching  Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Scottish country dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Lochranza Arran Distillery visitor centre   10am - 10.30am
Arran Golf Pass AGM Brodick Golf Club, 7pm

Wednesday 5th April
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal  Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
RunArran  Auchrannie spa, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Quiz night The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios  Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church hall, 10.15am - 12 noon
Corrie Golf Club AGM Corrie Tearoom, 8pm
Coffee morning Brodick Church, 10.30am - 12noon
Parkinsons Support Group Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Live music with Marcus Ford & Joni Keen The Arran Lodge, Lamlash, 7.30pm

Thursday 6th April
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash front green, 6.45am
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Friday 7th April
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm -8.30pm
Live Music – Matthew Burtenshaw Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Open mic The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
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Overall trophy winners
MacDonald Memorial Shield for best country dance 
team – Brodick Primary 
Margaret Hart Trophy for specially commended 
country dance team – Kilmory primary 
George D McArthur Cup for best junior verse
– Michael Innes
J K Cameron Morrison Cup for best choir
–  Ain’t Misbehavin
Elsi Wood award for highly commended children’s
singing group – Pirnmill primary 
Margaret Laider Memorial Trophy for best vocal solo
– Nastassja Alberti 
Dorothy Lees Challenge Cup for best piano solo
– Nastassja Alberti
Joan Topley Trophy for highly commended piano 
solo – Finlay Elliot

Musical extravaganza at 
the 88th annual festival 

Kilmory primary 
were runners-up in 
the country dancing 
competition.
01_A13concert02

The annual Arran Music 
Festival took place last 
week for the 88th time with 
trophies being awarded 
for the various categories 
among the 136 entries who 
took part. 

The three-day event began 

last Wednesday with prima-
ry schools and nur sery chil-
dren taking part in Scottish 
country dancing and verse 
speaking. 

Thursday saw children 
reciting Burns poems and 
choric speaking along with 

vocal ensemble and choirs. 
Through the remainder of 
the week, various categories 
that included singing and 
musical instruments rang-
ing from fi ddle and piano 
to trumpet continued with 
the festival culminating in  
a concert on Friday evening 
with the adult and young 
adult categories which in-
cluded vocal and instru-
mental, competitive and 
non-competitive. The ad-
judicators throughout the 
week were Paul Wood for 
vocal and instrumental, 
Sylvia Taylor for speech 
and drama, and James Hill 
for Scottish country danc-
ing. Lorna Buchanan was 
the offi cial accompanist. 
Certifi cates were awarded 
to all participants and mon-
etary prizes awarded to the 
overall highest point scor-
ers in most of the junior 
categories. 

Brodick Primary were named overall winners of the 
Scottish country dancing. 01_A13concert01

All the prize-winners and performances at the � nal Friday night session. 01_A13concert10

Ain’t Misbehavin’ performing at the festival. 01_A13concert03

Natassja Alberti won two 
trophies on Friday night, 
despite feeling under the 
weather. 01_A13concert11



16 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 1 April, 2017arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Whiting Bay Primary P1 to P3 pupils dance The Dhoon in the Scottish Country 
Dancing category. 01_B13music01

88th music festival in focus

Shiskine Primary pupils P3 to P5 dance to A jig for Mrs Dunn. 01_B13music03

Brodick Primary’s P3 to P5s celebrate winning the Associations Shield in the 
Country Dancing category. 01_B13music04

Two Pirnmill Primary pupils receive the Festival 
Salver from adjudicator Sylvia Taylor on behalf of 
the participants in the choric speaking category. 
01_B13music05

Two Pirnmill Primary pupils receive the Festival Salver from adjudicator Sylvia Taylor on 
behalf of the participants in the choric speaking category. 01_B13music05

Sophie Andrews is presented with the Dunfermline 
Building Society Salver for her woodwind solo 
performance. 01_B13music12

Lamlash Primary pupils excitedly await their chance to perform in the brass duet 
category. 01_B13music15

The Lamlash Primary brass group were strong competitors in the brass categories on Friday afternoon. 01_B13music18

Thomas Copperwheat 
performed the theme 
tune to James Bond for 
his brass solo. 
01_B13music17

Adjudicator James Hill 
provided tips for the 
children. 01_B13music02
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88th music festival in focus

Pirnmill Primary pupils performed an amusing rendition of I Won’t Grow Up  in 
the P1 to P7 vocal ensemble/choir category. 01_B13music07

Two Pirnmill Primary pupils receive the Festival Salver from adjudicator Sylvia Taylor on 
behalf of the participants in the choric speaking category. 01_B13music05

Kilmory Primary pupils sing When it’s a Sunny Day. 01_B13music08

Connah Wright and Oscar Inglis performed a brass 
duet with Lean on Me.  

Keira Willis and Eva Devisme perform their brass 
duet which earned them the Gordon Cup. 
01_B13music14

James Macis performed a 
rousing and lively version 
of Mambo Number 5 on his 
trumpet which earned him 
the McLeod Cup.  01_B13music16

The Lamlash Primary brass group were strong competitors in the brass categories on Friday afternoon. 01_B13music18

First Milk Limited 
Employment Opportunities!

First Milk has gone through massive change in the last 18 months and 
we now have exciting opportunities for the right people to join our team at 

Torrylinn Creamery in Kilmory on the beautiful Isle of Arran.Our cheese 
makers here still make and process our award-wining Isle of Arran cheddar 

by hand, 
just as they have done since the Creamery fi rst opened in 1946.

We are now looking for a 

Site Co-ordinator/ Head Cheesemaker 
with proven capability to lead a small team of 6 staff. This is a “hands on “ 

role which requires an extensive knowledge of all aspects of 
cheese manufacturing processes and equipment. 

In addition an analytical mind and good problem solving skills are required 
together with the ability to communicate effectively with a wide range of 

contacts both internal and external to the business. 
The position reports to the Site Manager for the 

Campbeltown and Arran sites who is based in Campbeltown.

In addition we are seeking a 

Production Operator 
to work as part of the cheese making and packing team. 

This is a temporary position for a period of 6 months from April to October.
 

If you are enthusiastic, reliable, hard-working, curious and want a 
career as opposed to a job then we want to hear from you.

Further information on the roles can be found on our website – 
www.fi rstmilk.co.uk

If you believe you have what it takes to be part of the team please 
detail the role you are interested in and submit your CV to 

recruitment@fi rstmilk.co.uk
The closing date for applications is Wednesday 12 April 2017
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Iona Summer, who won the traditional � ddle solo contest. 
01_A13concert07

Music festival results 
The full results of the mu-
sic festival were as fol-
lows: Wednesday am, Class 
70a,  Shiskine Primary  B. 
Class 70b, Brodick Prima-
ry. Class 70c, Brodick Pri-
mary. Class 70d, Shiskine 
Primary.
 Wednesday pm, Class 
80, Cara Henderson.                          
Class 81, Keira Webster. 
Class 82, Michael Innes. 
Class 83, Olivia McNeice. 
Thursday am, Class 84, 
Harry Gilmore. Class 85, 
Beth McCarthy. Class 89, 
Eric McNiven. Class 91, 
Kirsty Hume. Class 90, 
Shiskine Primary and Pirn-
mill Primary.            Class 
1, Whiting Bay Primary. 
Class 50, Pirnmill Primary. 
Class 52, Whiting Bay Pri-
mary. Class 7, Iona Sum-
mer.
 Thursday pm, Class 4, 
Lamlash primary P1 and 
P2. Class 41, Arran Fiddle 
Club Band A and B. Class 
8, Maili Beaton. Class 36, 

Annie West and Rosie Mc-
Namara. Class 37, Andrew 
Milton. 

Friday am, Class 15, Kay-
leigh Easton. Class 16, 
Beth McCarthy and Don-
ald Currie. Class 3, Brod-
ick Early Years. Class 43, 
Julie Hamill. Class 40, Ar-
ran Fiddle Clubs Duet. 
Class 42, Arran High Band 
A. Class 13, Annie McK-
elvie and Harry Gilmore. 
Class 22, Naomi Provan. 
Class 23, Sophie Andrew. 
Class 32, Keira Willis and 
Eva Devisme. Class 30, 
James Macis. Friday pm, 
Class 34, Lamlash Prima-
ry Brass and Lamlash Bari-
tone Quartet. Class 29, Jay 
Kelly and Ruaridh Lind-
say-Smith. 

Friday evening, Class 
100, Nickey Summer. Class 
106, Samantha Payn. Class 
38, Iona Summer. Class 17, 
Finlay Elliott. Class 57, 
Ross Kerr. Class 81, Lois 
Ashley.

Megan McNicol plays in the advanced traditional � ddle 
solo. 01_A13concert04

Charlotte  McKillop plays in the advanced traditional � ddle 
solo. 01_A13concert05

Ross Kerr was the only entry in the piping solo advanced 
class. 01_A13concert08

Arco, who were the � nal act at the festival. 01_A13concert09

Iona Summer won the Oakes Trophy in the vocal solo S1 
to S3 group with When we were young and The one that got 
away. 

Elyse Aitken performs The Battle of Waterloo on the � ddle.
01_A13concert06
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THE ARRAN BANNER 20 YEARS AGO 
Saturday 5 April, 1997

Offers mature
Torrylinn Creamery may have a new owner 
by this weekend, though it is more likely 
that it will be into next week before a de-
cision on who to sell to is made. A closing 
date has been put on the sale of the cheese 
division of Scottish Pride for 5pm to-
day. Scottish Pride went into receivership 
in mid-February and since then receiver 
Blair Nimmo of KPMC has been seeking 
buyers for the whole operation or parts of 
it. The liquid milk division has now been 
sold to Wiseman Dairies, which had been 
negotiating with Scottish Pride. This has 
left the UHT plant at Kirkcudbright and 
the four creameries of Torrylinn, Camp-
beltown, Bute and Mauchline still seek-
ing buyers. Mr Nimmo said interest had 
been expressed for both the UHT and the 
cheese side, and that he expected offers to-
day. It is also possible that some bids may 
only be for individual part of the business 
such as Torrylinn Creamery on its own.

Touch of Tibet
Travellers over the Ross Road have re-
ported seeing a strange obelisk in the 
fi elds at Glenscorradale. The Samye Ling 
Buddhists of Holy Isle acquired the farm 

Prize-winners in the Easter egg painting competition at Brodick Castle were: 
Laura Nicholson, Morag and Gabrielle Hannah, Ross Marshall and Alastair Wall.  
B13twe04

a couple of years ago and have plans to 
use it as a retreat centre for short-term 
meditation. 

The four monks in residence said that the 
perfectly conical stone cairn about six feet 
high is a Tibetan offering house for the wa-
ter spirit. These shrines are known as Na-
gas in Tibet and are built in recognition 
of the natural energy of the four elements 
– earth, wind, fi re and water. Because of 
their plan to fi t in with the elements, the 
monks have removed all of the internal 
fencing and will be planting lots of decid-
uous trees. 

Visitor centre
The new Isle of Arran Distillery visitor 
centre at Lochranza opened its doors to 
the public last Saturday morning. A very 
impressive building with themed crofters’ 
cottages and a smugglers’ tunnel, it also 
houses an extensive shop and restaurant. 

The Arran Pipe Band played and a lot 
of people turned up, including those who 
were invited and those who were just cu-
rious. Principal Hal Currie decided against 
any formal speech but said there would be 
a formal opening with a full ceremony on 
Saturday August 9. 

Last Friday was ‘Take a friend riding day’ and pictured here at Cairnhouse Rid-
ing Centre are just some regular riders with their non riding friends. They are: 
Lillian Tod, Joan Cook, Jess, Dave, Cara and Gill McClelland, Eilidh Struthers 
and Hannah Taylor. B13twe01 

A new visitor attraction opened on Arran last weekend with a small motor 
museum at Balmichael Farm. David and Gill McClelland bought the farm 18 
months ago and have been successfully operating a quad bike business there. 
B13twe02

Last Sunday’s charity hockey match at Sandbraes saw the players, including 
Randy Savage and his Ninja Rabbits, donning some unusual out� ts to raise 
funds for the Hospital Supporters’ League. B13twe03

John and Leslie van Bogerijen of 
Kildonan were one of the three Easter 
bonnet prize-winners at Brodick 
Castle with their beautifully 
decorated bonnets. B13twe05



PAINTER AND DECORATOR GARDENERS

Trade Classifi eds Public Notices

LOGS

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

COMPUTING SERVICES

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Classifi ed
OVER £50

Brand new grey recliner sofa 
- 3 seater from DFS £450 
Tel: 600634 (evenings)

 UNDER £50
Hy-line point of lay pullets 
Tel Colin: 07968259502
Ladies golf clubs full set new 
condition £30 Tel:700591
2 Leather arm chairs £25 
each and brown leather set-
tee £50 Tel: 302096

Playstation 2 black slimline 
2 controllers £30, 52 games 
for playstation2 £20 Tel: 
820321

 FREE TO UPLIFT
Waste Wood – Free for re-
moval Tel. 01770 600242

 WANTED
Top soil for garden of new 
build in Whiting Bay - any 
amount, large or small Tel: 
700823

Property

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk  
by 21.04.17. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

17/00139/PP; Scripture Union Campsite, Kings Cross, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Siting of a 
static caravan to give accommodation to short term seasonal volunteers and erection 
of conservatory.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS  
IN CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987

Applications for Listed Building Consent.
17/00315/LBC; 5 Douglas Place, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8DB; Internal and external 
alterations to backhouse to include installation of UPVC 
windows and doors.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran Farmers’ Society
E.G.M.

Fire Station, Lamlash
Monday 10th April, 8pm

Sec: Christine McBride, Tel: 820291

Sannox Cricket Club 
AGM

Tuesday 18th April
Ormidale Hotel 7pm

FOR SALE
4 Bedroom detached bungalow and separate 

workshop/studio in Lamlash
Specious home in ‘walk in ‘ condition having 

been renovated by current owners.
Extensive views across to Holy Isle and beyond.  
At the end of a quiet cul de sac, 2 minutes from 

Lamlash, near to golf course.  Large lounge, 
dining room, study, master bedroom and 

ensuite, family bathroom, utility, double garage 
and parking for several cars.

O� ers in the regions of £350,000
Tel: 07582439596 or stubbs8765@gmail.com
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URGENTLY REQUIRED
Full Time Carers for Older Lady 

On Arran
DAY and NIGHT SHIFT

Disclosure Scotland
Experience and references required.

Contact : 07950120089 / 
07745237776. 

BLACKWATERFOOT LODGE
Part-Time Seasonal Work

We’re looking for someone to help with 
housekeeping and breakfast service 

from April until the end of the season 
(probably October).  For further details 

contact Ann on 860202, or email:-
info@blackwaterfoot-lodge.co.uk

Could you spare an 
hour or two on a 
Thursday to teach 
basic digital skills?  
A new project that 
helps older people 

get online needs volunteer digital buddies to help out at a 
weekly group in Argyll College, Lamlash.   All you need is 
pati ence and experience of using smartphones or tablets.  

Call Ann Porter of Care and Repair Scotland on 
07590 459 917 for more informati on.

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Chef de Partie

Maintenance Engineer

Sous Chef

Housekeeping Assistants

Housekeeper Supervisor

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.Public Notice



Robbie takes top 
spot in Winter Cup 

22 Advertising / Sport ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 1 April, 2017
arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide Angli-
can Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, 2nd April

1.00 am. Holy Communion. 
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
 Coffee after service.

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship
 on Thursday 6th April
 at 3.30 pm, in St Molios’ 

Church, Shiskine.
  (Please note afternoon time). 

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but
 working together

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson

 Parish assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which all
are invited. 

Sunday 2nd April
Lochranza Church, 9.30am 

Morning Worship
Pirnmill Church, 10.15am 

Morning Worship
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 

Morning Worship 
Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH

OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 2nd April 2017
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am 

with the emphasis on the 
“Stewardship of Talents”. 

There will be a short
 Stated Annual Meeting at the 

close of worship for the
 congregation to receive

the accounts.
 There will be a Soup and 
Sandwich Lunch served

 after the meeting. 
 All most welcome.

 There will be a service in
 Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to 

which all friends are
warmly invited.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 2nd April

Mary’s Meals Service
11:30am in Lamlash

Followed by a soup lunch and 
Knit & Natter

Easter fundraiser for
Mary’s Meals
 12:30 -14:30

ALL WELCOME

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 2nd April
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 2nd April

Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 2nd April

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for 

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

 BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

The captain of Shiskine Golf Club, Robbie Crawford, was 
the winner of the Winter Cup at  Shiskine. 

Arran Bridge Club results
Here are the latest Arran Bridge Club results. Ag-
gregate competition at Brodick on Thursday March 
23. N/S 1 Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 
Jean Barclay and Elizabeth McKellar, 3 Jan and 
John Beattie. E/W 1 Margaret and Douglas Bruce,
2 Jim Peacock and Margaret MacGill, 3 Anne McKel-
vie and Janie Maclure.

Aggregate competition at Lamlash on Monday 
March 27. N/S 1 Brenda Livingstone and Eendy Mc-
Niven, 2 Tricia Martin and David Campbell, 3 Janie 
Maclure and Anne McKelvie. E/W 1 John Baraclough 
and Jim Peacock, 2. Jan and John Beattie, 3 Pat Ad-
amson and Rion Culpan.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday March 26, Stableford 
sweep. A beautiful spring 
morning drew 11 players for 
the fi nal club sweep of the 
winter season from the yel-
low tees. With warm sunshine 
and freshly-mown greens, 
they were not disappointed 
and scores refl ected the con-
ditions with eight of the fi eld 
equalling or bettering par. 
That said, no-one had an an-
swer to Danny Head’s blis-
tering 40 points, a gross 64 in 
old money. 

1 Danny Head 5, 40pts, 2 
Graeme Crichton 13, 38pts 
ACB, 3 Andy Martin 11, 
38pts, 4 David Brookens 11, 
37pts. Danny bagged a mag-
ic two at the 10th, as well as 
Andy Martin at the 3rd and 
Markus Kroner at the 4th.

Fixtures: Saturday April 1, 
Poole Trophy mixed fours, 
11am. Sunday April 2, the 
Roy Ure Tankard. Summer 
Sunday draws now at 9am 
and 11am. Please note the 
new time for the later draw is 
11am by popular demand.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday March 22, 
Wednesday Cup. 1 Bert Mc-
Gunnigle 76-13=63, 2 C 
O’Neill. Magic twos D Rob-
ertson. The runaway winner 

Winner of the fourth 
Drumadoon Tray 
competition held at 
Machrie Bay was Kema 
Genda of the ALGU. 

Machrie Bay captain Douglas Johnston presents Philip 
Betley with the Lochranza Hotel Cup. 

of the winter cup is Charles 
O’Neill.

Sunday March 26, Winter 
Cup, Stableford, fi nal round, 
20 played. Terry Raeside 10, 
41pts, Bob McCrae 8, 39pts, 
Matt Keir 4, 38pts. Winter 
Cup 2016/17 result, best fi ve 
rounds total by each player. 
Bob McCrae 195pts, Terry 
Raeside 193pts, Bill Donald-
son 184pts. Winter Eclec-
tic. Gordon Hendry 53, Iain 
MacDonald 53, Bob McCrae 
54, Ewan McKinnon 54. 

Fixture: Sunday April 2, 
Brandon qualifi er. 8.30am 
and 1pm.

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday March 23, yellow 
medal, CSS 60, par 61. 1 
Serge El Adm 77-20=57, 2 A 
Wales 69-9=60. Magic twos 
A Wales @13th @16th, S El 
Adm @14th.

Sunday March 26, winter 
Stableford, CSS 64, par 64. 1 S 
El Adm 36pts, 2 J O’Sullivan 
35pts, 3 Andy Smith 34pts. 
Scratch I Brem ner 25pts. Mag-
ic two, Alan Smith @13th.

The Winter Stableford Cup 
was presented (best four 
scores). Congratulations to the 
winner Andy Smith 140pts, 
runner up Andrew Wales 
133pts.

Fixtures: Sunday April 
2, Carpenter Rose Bowl, 
9.30am and 12.30pm. Thurs-
day April 6, Summer Cup, 
make up own games, see 
starter for times.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday March 21, Loch-
ranza Hotel Cup 1 J Penny-

cott 36pts BIH, 2 B Sherwood 
36pts, 3rd P Betley 34pts.

Winner of the Lochranza 
Hotel Cup for 2016/17 P Bet-
ley 183pts, runner-up J Pen-
nycott 179pts.

Fixture: Tuesday April 4, 
Peter Sutton/Lady Mary. 
Please note tee off times are 
now 12.30pm and 5.30pm.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday March 25, sweep. 
1 R McLean 78-22=56, 2 D 
Currie 77-14=63. Scratch, 
A Napier 72. Magic twos, 
R McLean, M Elliot and DI 
McMillan.

Fixture: Saturday April 1, 
Sweep. Ballots at 9am and 
1pm. Wednesday April 5, 
AGM at 8pm at Corrie GC 
Tearoom.

Arran Ladies’ Golf Union
Saturday March 25, The 
fourth Drumadoon Tray com-
petition at Machrie Bay Golf 
Club saw 19 ladies com-
peting in glorious sunshine. 
Thank you to the Machrie 
for the courtesy of the course 
and to Katie for the lovely 

sandwiches after the game. 
It was Katie’s fi rst day as ca-
terer and we wish her well 
for the coming season. 1 and 
scratch,  Kema Genda  81-
11=70, 2 Jenni Turnbull 88-
17=71 BIH, 3 Aileen Latona 
94-23=71.

Fixture: Saturday April 8, 
fi fth and fi nal Drumadoon is 
at Lamlash Golf Club.  

MACDONALD - Ricky
Peacefully at Crosshouse 
Hospital on Sunday 19th 
March 2017 aged 71 with his 
family by his side.  Much loved 
husband to Diane, father and 
hero to Jess, Linsey and Fraser, 
gramps to Kayla and Calum, 
big brother to Moyra and Ian.  
Funeral service at Holmsford 
Bridge Crematorium, Dreghorn 
on Tuesday 4th April at 1pm.  
Thereafter at Lochranza Hotel, 
guitars welcome.



Ladies are crowned as 
champions
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Uddingston Clinetex 3s 2
Arran Ladies 1

It was a weekend of ex-
tremes to say the least. Sat-
urday was an away game 
to Uddingston 3s with a 
pass back of 1.30pm. Arran 
had terrible luck on the day 
for travel. The 11.05am fer-
ry was delayed by 20 min-
utes and then the ladies 
were stuck in traffi c on the 

Shiskine Golf and Tennis 
Club are excited to invite 
all tennis players – bud-
ding, rusty, junior, seniors 
or otherwise – to come and 
join in for an open day to 
fi nally celebrate the arriv-
al of the new all-weather  
artifi cial grass courts – the 
only ones on the island.

Free of charge, they plan 
to run an open day to kick 
off the season, on the Sat-
urday April 8 from 1pm to 
5pm.  

After several years when 
the tennis courts were at 
times unplayable due to 
drainage, the two courts 

The splendid new arti� cial grass courts at Shiskine. 
01_A13tennis01

Tennis open day at new Shiskine courts
have been resurfaced 
with artifi cial grass and 
will be completed by next 
week. These are the only 
all-weather artifi cial grass 
courts on the island and 
are a great amenity for the 
community and tourists. 

All visitors and locals will 
be made welcome on the 
day. Junior rackets, balls 
and some adult rackets will 
be available. There will be 
two sessions – one for jun-
iors (primary school age)
from  1pm to 3pm. This 
will comprise coaching and 
fun games aimed at im-
proving basic skills.

Then adults and teen-
agers will have a chance to 
try their hand from 3pm to 
5pm. This session will in-
clude some back to basics 
training for those whose 
tennis is a little rusty or are 
interested in taking it up, 
and a tournament.

Weekly events
The club also holds week-

ly events on Mondays 
from 5.30pm onwards for 
adults and teenagers with 
some coaching followed by 
matches.

On Wednesdays from 
4.30pm to 6pm, there are 
juniors (primary school) 

coaching and games to de-
velop skills during term 
time only. Non-members 
are welcome and the cost is 
£3.50 for adults and £1.50 
for juniors.

The weekly events take 
place throughout the sea-
son and, as well as mem-
bers, non-members and 
holidaymakers are encour-
aged to join in and give 
members a run for their 
money. For further details, 
please contact either Sheila 
Gray on 07833 010599 
or Ben Van Rensburg on 
07393 860822.

The courts can also be 

booked throughout the sea-
son for £10 per hour or 
£3.50 per person. Mem-
bership for the year is also 
available and new mem-

bers would be most wel-
come. Contact Piet John-
stone, the club secretary, 
on 01770 860548 for more 
details.

Juliette Walsh gets the Champagne celebrations going. 01_A13hockey03

Freya McNicol gets showered in Champagne. 01_A13hockey02

Arran Ladies 5
GHK Ladies 4s 1

After just three seasons, 
Arran Ladies hockey club 
have victoriously topped 
the Women’s West District 
League Division 4 table 
and will be promoted up 
to the Third Division next 
season. 

Sunday’s fi nal home 
game at the Ormidale as-
troturf was full of good 
spirit and good sportsman-
ship against GHK 4s. Put-
ting the disaster of Satur-
day’s game behind them, 

when they narrowly lost to 
Uddingston Ladies 3s, the 
team rallied together with 
the full 16 squad quota and 
plenty of supporters on the 
sidelines to cheer the team 
on.

Anxious moments
Anne Watts scored two 

goals in the fi rst half to give 
the home side a comforta-
ble interval lead. 

But GHK came out fi ght-
ing in the second half and 
when they scored there 
were some anxious mo-
ments for the home side as 
both teams battled on.

Finally, Abbie McKelvie 
scored, widening the goal 
difference, then Lorraine 
Hewie netted and shortly 
after Anne Watts grabbed 
the fi nal goal to give her a 
hat-trick.

Helen Thomson was vot-
ed man of the match by the 
opposition and dame of the 
game by her team-mates 
with celebrations on the fi -
nal whistle as they knew 
they had sealed the Divi-
sion Four title by one point 
over Saturday’s opponents 
with 17 wins and just three 
defeats all season. 

motorway, arriving at 2pm 
which made them 30 min-
utes late for the start time.

There was much confu-
sion as to whether or not 
the game was going to go 
ahead and it was suggest-
ed that Arran may need 
to concede the points be-
cause they were so late. In 
the end, the teams played a 
shortened match of 25 min-
utes each way, rather than 

the usual 35, although Ar-
ran felt the full game time 
could have been played as 
the match afterwards did 
not start until 3.30pm. 

So with no warm-up and 
questions as to whether the 
time played would even be 
considered a legal competi-
tion game, the game start-
ed. Arran had majority of 
the possession throughout 
but Uddingston managed 
to score the fi rst goal in the 
fi rst half.

Arran equalised in the 
second half when the Ar-
ran forwards had a running 
break which ended with a 
secure pass to Anne Watts 
in the shooting circle and 
she fi nished the play with 
a great goal. In the sec-
ond half, Arran continued 
to hold possession but play 
was hindered by the Ud-

dingston umpire, calling 
foul play when there was 
none, and giving Udding-
ston all the advantages.

Uddingston had a short 
corner awarded to them, 
from which they scored 
their second goal. Shortly 
after, Arran played a short 
corner and Anne Watts 
scored a superb goal from 
a raised push at the top of 
the circle, but this goal was 
disallowed by the Udding-
ston umpire, robbing Arran 
of their chance to equal-
ise. Arran had a few more 
strong attempts at goal but 
scoring evaded them and 
the fi nal whistle blew with 
Arran going down 2-1.

* Hockey training will 
continue on Thursday 
nights, at the Ormidale as-
troturf, from 7.30pm to 
9pm.   Judith Ross pounces on the GHK goal. 01_A13hockey06
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The Arran Ladies hockey team are league champions.   01_a13hockey01
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