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Homes sought to host
lunches for passengers

The Arran branch of the Coastguard Asso-
ciation have been gifted a laptop computer 
by Brodick Co-operative Food store which 
will greatly assist during rescue operations. 
The HM Coastguard station in Lamlash has 
just had wi-fi installed, and given the some-
times poor telephone signal in the village, 

the laptop will help with communications 
with the new Coastguard helicopter, rescue 
crews and other stations.

Seen receiving the laptop from Sarah 
Smith are, from left, coastguards Stephen 
Ewart, Gary Wilson and Paul Archer.
01_B12laptop01

A cruise company is bring-
ing American tourists to Ar-
ran for the first time.

Grand Circle Cruise Lines 
will be visiting the island in 
September bringing nearly 
300 visitors to the island.

It is another welcome boost 
to the tourism industry and 
comes in the same week as 
the island hosted a second 
successful Cold Water Is-
lands Tourism conference.

More than 100 delegates 
from across Europe took part 
in the three-day event, which 
was being held on Arran for 
the second time, and finished 
on Wednesday.

Organised by VisitArran 
businessman Alastair Dob-
son described the conference 
as ‘phenomenal’ and added: 
‘It is great to see what can 
be achieved by collaboration. 
This year’s gathering built on 
the success of last year and 
was a real success.’

Brodick is new port of
call for US cruise ship

The cruise company is vis-
iting the island three times 
in September as part of its 
Coastal Charms of England, 
Wales, Ireland and Scotland 
tour. They will be sailing on 
the recently-acquired 89 pas-
senger MV Clio, specifically 
designed for American trav-
ellers and in a twist, which 
could benefit those not direct-
ly involved in tourism, the 
cruise company is looking for 
locals to host lunches at their 
homes for the visitors.

Colette McCann, pro-
gramme services manager at 
the Grand Circle Corpora-
tion, said: ‘As a company we 
visit more off the beaten path 
areas with an aim of boosting 
local economies where possi-
ble, while, at the same time 
giving our passengers the op-

portunity to interact with lo-
cal people and try to immerse 
in local life.

‘In that vein we try and or-
ganise ‘home-hosted’ lunch-
es, when our passengers visit 
local people’s homes and join 
them for lunch. This is what 
we would like to do in Arran. 
We pay the hosts a fee per 
person based on how many 
they can comfortably cater 
for. Our guests are all Ameri-
can and will want to find out 
about local life and cultures. 
I’m sure this would be some-
thing completely novel for 
the island.’

Prices for the 15 day cruise 
start at $7,195 (£5,114) with 
the Scottish destinations also 
including Islay, Oban, Glas-
gow and Edinburgh. The 
cruise, which starts in Fal-
mouth, takes passengers up 
the west coast of the British 
Isles and also includes visits 
to Dublin and the Isle of Man.

The only cruise ship which 
regularly visits Arran is the 
Hebridean Princess, which is 
often seen docked in Brodick.

The new Brodick harbour 
will have a second fixed dock 
when it opens next year and 
there are already hopes to at-
tract more cruise ships to vis-
it the island.

* See page 2 for Cold Water 
conference report.MV Clio will be visiting Arran.

Arran’s coastguards get
communications boost

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk

Eighteen69_1869 banner box  07/08/2015  15:57  Page 
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Paterson Arran 
is up for sale
Scottish Bakers Paterson Ar-
ran Ltd is up for sale as the 
present owners are retiring.

The fi rm, which employs a 
staff of around 28 at its Lam-
lash chutney plant, announced 
on Wednesday that after 21 
years in charge, the owners, 
Alan Hardie and Ian Apple-
ton, were starting the process 
to sell the business and retire. 

The sale is being managed 
by PricewaterhouseCoopers 
and the shareholders are cur-
rently speaking to potential 
buyers. The fi rm also em-
ploys about 160 people at its 
Livingston bakery and head-
quarters. 

Managing director Alan 
Hardie said: ‘I am very proud 
of what we have accom-
plished since we bought the 
company in 1995 and the way 
we have preserved the tradi-
tions of Paterson Arran, while 
modernising the company and 
taking the company into new 
markets both for products and 
geographically.

‘Our primary objective is to 
fi nd a buyer who offers the 
best opportunity to secure the 
future of the company. In the 
meantime, it is business as 
usual.’

 

After hosting the fi rst two 
Cold Water Island Tourism 
conferences Arran is to hand 
over the baton to the Danish 
island of Fanoe next year. 
At the closing session of the 
conference it was agreed that 
delegates would gather in 
Denmark, probably in March. 

More than 100 delegates 
from all over Europe attend-
ed the three-day conference 
this week which this year had 
as its theme innovation, ar-
chitecture and Design, tying 
in with the Scottish-themed 
year. 

Speakers from home and 
abroad included architects, 
artists, tourism experts, envi-
ronmentalists and academics. 
The conference, organised by 
VisitArran, was opened by 

‘Inspiring’ Cold Water event 
is now heading for Denmark

Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson 
at an evening reception at the 
Isle of Arran Distillery Visitor 
Centre in Lochranza on Mon-
day. The conference proper 
began on Tuesday at Arran 
High School, concluding on 
Wednesday lunchtime.

Inspiration
Lars Olsen, former CEO 

of the Knowledge Centre of 
Coastal Tourism in Fanoe, 
who will be in charge of the 
next event said: ‘The confer-
ence was an inspiration to me 
as a destination development 
consultant, I learned a lot from 
the speakers and it also gives 
us a chance to also exchange 
ideas in a more informal way. 
We are not in competition so 
we can help each other devel-
op ideas which have worked 

for us.’
Delegates came from Nor-

way, Denmark, the Nether-
lands, Croatia, Spain and the 
four home countries. One, who 
didn’t have too far to travel was 
Bob Campbell of the Greater 
Cumbrae Development Com-
pany. He said: ‘It was an excel-
lent conference and we have 
so much we can take back and 
develop on Cumbrae. We were 
not at last year’s conference 
and that is our only regret af-
ter a great three days this time 
round.’

North Ayrshire councillor 
Marie Burns, cabinet member 
for economy and employment, 
said she felt ‘completely in-
spired’ after the morning ses-
sion on Wednesday, when del-
egates heard from Jacqui Gale 
of Arran Aromatics.

She said: ‘There is some-
thing special happening on 
Arran. The public sector, pri-
vate sector and community 
are all coming together for the 
greater good of the island and 
that is something we want to 
try and replicate on the main-
land.’

She said she had recently 
visited the island with two 
government ministers, Fergus 
Ewing and, this week, Derek 
Mackay, and she said they had 
both been ‘blown away’ by 
what was happening on Arran.

Alastair Dobson, of A Taste 
of Arran, who chaired some of 
the sessions added: ‘What is 

important is that the exchange 
of ideas and engagement with 
others at the conference can 
give us a helping hand in our 
daily jobs.’

He thanked North Ayrshire 
Council for its sponsorship, 
saying VisitArran could not 

have staged the event without 
its help.

The conference was also 
supported by CalMac, Vis-
itScotland, HIE and the Brod-
ick branch of the Co-op.

See next week’s Banner for 
more coverage.

Council leader Willie Gibson, Alastair Dobson and 
tourism consultant Terry Stevens. 01_B12cold01

Delegates were entertained by Arran Pipe Band before 
the gala dinner. 01_B12cold03
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Late night 
shopping 
at store
Newly opened Arran Active 
is having an offi cial open-
ing and late night shopping 
event from 5pm to 8pm on 
Thursday March 24. 

In order to celebrate the 
opening in style, the Jazz 
Café Band will be perform-
ing while visitors will be 
able to enjoy a glass of fruit 
punch and meet the Arran 
Active staff. 

The Isle of Arran Distill-
ers will also be at the event 
and will be giving visitors 
the opportunity to take part 
in  whisky tasting and, of 
course, there is also the 
chance to shop for those 
wishing to take advantage 
of the extended hours. 

Niamh with
her bow. 

Get ready 
for Easter 
extravaganza 
at castle
The Easter extravaganza is 
back at Brodick Castle and 
Country Park this year.

For the ninth consecutive 
year the National Trust for 
Scotland has teamed up 
with chocolate manufacturer 
Cadbury to provide an Easter 
egg hunt castle on Sunday 
March 27.

The event last year saw 
more than 1,500 people pour-
ing into the castle grounds 
for the family-friendly day 
that includes a bonnet dec-
orating competition, an egg 
decorating competition and 
children’s races. 

The highlight of the day 
for the children is the hugely 
popular Easter egg trails 
where from noon until 
3.30pm children and adults 
will be able to follow the 
clues that the Easter Bunny 
has left, collect these clues 
and, after solving the puzzle, 
they are able to collect a 
chocolate reward. 

The event promises to be a 
great day out with the chil-
dren and an opportunity for 
the adults to take part in the 
unique take on a duck derby 
where at the end of the day, 
table tennis balls are cascad-
ed down the castle steps and 
the fi rst duck home wins the 
prize.  

Free wi-fi on 
Arran ferry
Passengers on the MV Cale-
donian Isles are now able to 
access free wifi  on board the 
vessel and are able to be con-
nected to the internet for the 
duration of their journey. 
 For details on how to con-
nect to the wireless device 
pick up a fl yer at the port of-
fi ce or on board.        

Lamlash Yorkshire 
terrier takes third 
place at Crufts 
A Yorkshire terrier breeder 
from Lamlash has had one 
of her puppies placed third 
at Crufts, the world’s largest 
dog show.

More than 23,000 dogs were 
entered into the 125th four-
day show held last weekend 
in Birmingham.

Margaret Kay entered 
Niamh, an 18 month old 
Yorkshire terrier into the 
junior bitch class which was 
a stroke of luck as Niamh’s 
age meant that she was on 
the verge of being entered 
into the adult class. Marga-
ret said: ‘Luck and her date 

Margaret Kay with Niamh and their Crufts medal. 

of birth played a big part in 
it as Niamh was born on Sep-
tember 10, 2014 which meant 
that she turned 18 months on 
that day and was eligible to 
enter that class by the skin of 
her teeth. If she had not made 
that age limit she would have 
been competing against more 
mature and experienced dogs, 
and in Yorkies, where the coat 
is a big consideration, maturi-
ty can play a huge part in the 
outcome.’

Margaret started showing 
dogs more than eight years 
ago and she has managed to 
qualify for Cruft’s for most 

of those years with dogs; 
Ruby, Evie, Autumn and now 
Niamh, but to have one of her 
puppies placed was a vspe-
cial accomplishment for her.

Immensely proud of her 
Niamh’s performance in the 
show, Margaret said that she 
was looking forward to her 
next event, the UK Toy Dog 
Society Championship but 
was happy that the pressure 
was off as her win means that 
she has automatically quali-
fi ed for next year’s show.  

ARRAN 
HERITAGE MUSEUM

SC002089 Rosaburn, Brodick
Open Daily 10.30am to 4.30pm

THE ISLAND’S FOUR STAR FAMILY DAY OUT
Learn about Arran’s Unique Geology, Farming, Archaeology, Social 

History, Clearances, etc., and visit the 19th Century Cottage, 
the 1940’s Schoolroom, and the Blacksmith’s Forge. 

Archive and Genealogy researchers welcomed (on Wednesdays only 
from 10.30am to 12.30pm and 1.30pm to 3.30pm or by appointment).

Children’s Quiz and Play Area. Riverside Picnic Area. 
Gi�  Shop. Lovely Snacks and Meals at Café Rosaburn.
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

Peace of Mind 
information day
An information day that aims 
to help people with social 
care and support needs is to 
be held next month at the Or-
midale Pavilion in Brodick.

The Peace of Mind project 
is an innovative new way of 
supporting people in receipt 
of self-directed support to 
engage with and develop 
new community connections.

The project is a collabora-
tion between Scottish Per-
sonal Assistant Employers 
Network and Respite Now.

The information day will 
be held on Wednesday May 
25 from 10am until 2pm at 
the Ormidale Pavillion where 
light refreshments will be 
served. 

For more information visit 
www.peaceofmind.scot    

Bridge Club results
The latest results of the 
Arran Bridge Club were as 
follows:
 Aggregate competition at Brod-
ick on Thursday March 10. N/S 
1 John Baraclough and Jennifer 
Wales, 2 Tricia Martin and Doug-
las Hamilton, 3 Douglas and 
Margaret Bruce. E/W 1 Jan and 
John Beattie, 2 Margaret McGill 
and Jean Barclay, 3 Linda Trick-
ett and Elizabeth McKellar.

The results of the aggregate 
competition at Lamlash on 
Monday March 14 were: N/S 1 
Margaret McGill and Elizabeth 
McKellar, 2  Fiona Hender-
son and Maureen Cumming, 3 
Margaret and Douglas Bruce. 
E/W 1 Tricia Martin and David 
Campbell, 2 Pat Adamson and 
Linda Trickett, 3 John and Jan 
Beattie.

Dog fouling on golf course 
increases as walkers 
avoid Fisherman’s Walk
Dog owners are being urged 
to use the Brodick Golf 
Course responsibly and to 
clean up after their dogs as 
they struggle to keep up with 
the damage and waste that 
has become a problem and an 
eyesore at the coastal course.

Head Greenkeeper Keith 
Aitken, who has been kept 
busy mending fences to keep 
people on the proper foot-
paths, said: ‘With the right 
to roam laws we encourage 
people to enjoy the paths 
and routes around the course 
but we implore people to 
use them responsibly. In my 
11 years on the course this 
winter has undoubtedly been 

A new shortcut has been made leading from 
Fisherman’s Walk onto the golf course. 01_b12dog02

Fiona Short encourages dog owners to act responsibly. 
01_b12dog01

the worst for dog fouling and 
course damage. We have been 
fi nding waste on the greens, 
hanging from bags in the 
trees and even on our work-
shop doorstep. The message 
is to please stick to the paths, 
use the bins provided and to 
allow everyone to enjoy the 
beautiful surroundings.’

Irresponsible few
Club captain Lindsay Keir 

said that he had also noticed 
a large increase in dog foul-
ing and canine damage to the 
greens: ‘We don’t wish to 

blame or upset anyone but it 
does need to be said that an 
irresponsible few are spoiling 
it for the others.’   

The golf course runs right 
next to the historic and badly 
damaged Fisherman’s Walk 
which has been popular with 
dog walkers, ramblers and 
tourists since the ’60s, but 
now large sections have be-
come practically impassable 
because of the damage to it 
by erosion, caused by the in-
action of the authorities.

Fiona Short, a dog owner 
and daily user of Fisherman’s 
Walk, said: ‘People are un-
able to use parts of the route 
so they are taking short-cuts 
across the golf course and 
making their own routes. 
Dog fouling is a problem here 
and I have had to ask people 
to pick up after their dogs. 
There should be no excuse; 
if you go to the Brodick Li-
brary they will give you 100 
green bags completely free of 
charge and there are plenty 
of dog litter bins to put them 
into.’

North Ayrshire Council en-
courages dog owners to act 
responsibly and provides bins 

at libraries, council offi ces 
and community centres. They 
also have an online facility to 
report dog fouling, full dog 
bins and to request a dog bin 
itself. 

It is an offence to not clean 
up after a dog and council of-
fi cers and the police can pros-

ecute people who do not act 
responsibly. 

There is a fi xed penalty 
charge of £40 and if the mat-
ter goes to court fi nes of up to 
£500 can be issued. 

As Keith said: ‘Dogs at least 
have an excuse for their be-
haviour, humans don’t.’  
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HAMILTON 
TARMAC

ROADS AND DRIVEWAYS

WORKING ON THE 
ISLAND FOR THE 

NEXT FOUR WEEKS
Telephone: 01563 820992 or 

email: info@hamilton-tarmac.co.uk
Unit 2, Liffnock Yard, Hulford, 

Kilmarnock, KA1 5JE

Could Arran be the site of 
Scotland’s next geopark? It’s a tight squeeze for the cabinet meeting at the council o�  ces in Lamlash.

 01_b12locality01 

The fi rst steps which could 
lead to the creation of a 
geopark on Arran will be tak-
en this weekend.

Visiting geologists taking 
part in the Arran Geofest are 
to discuss with island enthu-
siasts interest in setting up a 
geopark on the island.

There are presently two 
main geoparks in Scotland 
which were last year grant-
ed Unesco status. These are 
the North West Highland 
Geopark and Geopark Shet-
land. A third - the Lochaber 
Geopark - is also being set 
up.

Arran is seen as an ideal 
place for a geopark, given 
its diverse geology, but since 
they are set up and managed 
by a local community, there 
has to be interest on the 
ground.

Every community is differ-
ent and so every geopark is 
different but they all share a 
common aim, which is to tell 
the story of the landscape and 
make it accessible to visitors, 
from primary school to re-
search science and beyond.

Angus Miller, chairman of 
the Scottish Geodiversity 
Forum, said: ‘The benefi ts 
of a geopark are huge but in 
the past they have not real-
ly been supported as well as 
they should. However, by 
gaining Unesco status they 
are now internationally rec-
ognised and they not only 
attract geologists but interna-
tional tourists from all over 
the world.

‘There has been a lot of in-
terest from across the country 
for the Arran Geofest event 
and if we can get local inter-
est as well a geopark is worth 
discussing.’

Arran certainly has the cre-
dentials. On the island it is 
possible to walk in the foot-
steps of Triassic reptiles or 
marvel at giant shells that 

Communities come closer to 
the heart of decision making
The North Ayrshire Council 
cabinet approved the estab-
lishment of locality partner-
ships when it met on Arran 
on Tuesday.

This will bring communi-
ties closer to the heart of de-
cision making. The council 
brought a full entourage of 
councillors and offi cials to 
the meeting held in the Lam-
lash council offi ces so island-
ers could see the work of the 

lived at the Equator 300 mil-
lion years ago. From the an-
cient remains of the Caledo-
nian mountains in the north 
to the desert sandstone of 
the south, Arran has a wide 
variety of metamorphic and 
sedimentary rocks that record 
Scotland’s journey across the 
planet and the animals that 
have hitched a ride.

Arran’s granite hills and the 
bumpy landscape in the south 
result from much more recent 
geological activity - dramat-
ic volcanic eruptions as the 
Atlantic Ocean opened. This 
was ‘only’ 60 million years 

ago, when different types of 
magma were injected under-
ground and cooled to form 
tough igneous rocks.

The Arran GeoFest starts 
today (Friday) and runs un-
til Sunday and has a diverse 
range of walks, talks, fami-
ly activities and a sea kayak 
journey on offer. Discover 
ancient stories embedded 
in stone, and consider the 
long process of change that 
formed, and is still forming, 
the island. 

A full programme of events 
is available at:  www.scot-
tishgeology.com/arran/

main decison-making body in 
action.

At the meeting the cabi-
net was presented with the 
fi ndings of a nine-week con-
sultation on the proposals to 
establish a partnership within 
each of North Ayrshire’s six 
localities, including Arran.

The consultation was the 
fi rst to be accredited by The 
Consultation Institute and 
closed on December 28 fol-

lowing much community 
participation. The full cabi-
net report recommended that 
the work of area committees 
be subsumed into the part-
nerships and that a progress 
report be presented following 
the fi rst year of the partner-
ships being established.

The locality partnership 
approach was agreed by the 
North Ayrshire community 
planning partnership in 2012.

The approach will deliver a 
stronger and more localised 
way of responding to com-
munity challenges. It will 
also deliver better outcomes 
for local people through in-
creased participation in local 
decisions that take account 
of the needs, aspirations and 
skills of local communities.

Each partnership will devel-
op locality plans and allow 
the community to contribute 

on how best to address key 
local issues. These issues 
will be identifi ed as a result 
of working closely with local 
people, community groups 
and organisations in develop-
ing the plans.

Locality partnerships result 
from the Christie Commis-
sion which emphasised the 
need for public sector re-
sources to be delivered in the 
most effi cient and effective 

way possible. It also recom-
mends that local people have 
closer involvement in the de-
sign and delivery of public 
services. North Ayrshire has 
been working towards this 
wider locality partnership ap-
proach since 2013. Council-
lors approved the new local-
ity partnerships unanimously.

They will be launched in 
each area with a locality con-
ference before the summer.

SPRING HAS SPRUNG
HOMESTYLES  BRODICK
Garden: seeds, tatties, onions
Lawnmowers from £49.99

Cuprinol Fencecare   2 for £12.00
Cuprinol Ducksback  2 for £16.00

Decorating: 
Dulux 7ltr pbw £13.99
Crown cold emulsion £13.99
Johnstones cold emulsion £11.99

Duvets, Bedding, Towels

Look out for more special o� ers in our spring 
lea� et being delivered by your postie from 

Monday 28th March.
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Minister for transport and islands Derek Mackay heard about 
Caledonian MacBrayne’s efforts to play its role in greenhouse 
gas emissions reductions. 

He joined chief offi cer Stuart Griffi n on the bridge of the 
MV Caledonian Isles on his way to Arran on Monday, to fi nd 
out more. Stuart was able to talk to the minister through the 
bridge monitor interface which is replicated in an identical 
readout in the engine room, allowing bridge and engineering 
staff to collaborate to establish best fuel consumption based 
on prevailing conditions – without affecting the delivery of 
the timetable.

It means CalMac is on track to meet its own greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction target by two per cent. This equates to 
some 1,800 tonnes, which is equivalent to the annual green-
house gas emissions of 4,285,714 miles driven by an average 
passenger car, or 645 tonnes of waste sent to landfi ll.

Innovative, state-of-the-art  fuel management systems have 
been fi tted across the company’s entire large vessel fl eet – the 
fi rst ferry company in the UK to do so.

Minister Derek Mackay with chief o�  cer Stuart Gri�  n 
on the bridge. Picture by Ian Watson Photography

CalMac meets
emissions target

Minister vows to tackle mobile phone worries 
during sunshine trip to the island
Arran has been chosen as one 
of the locations for a new 
Scottish government pilot 
scheme which aims to tackle 
so-called mobile phone signal 
‘notspots’.

The government has offered 
non-domestic rates relief for 
two areas on Arran, Lamlash 
and Kilmory and Shannochie, 
and an area of Moray, in an 
effort to encourage mobile 
network operators to improve 
services.

The initiative was announced 
by Islands minister Derek 
Mackay on a visit to Arran on 
Monday. 

He said: ‘Through this ap-
proach we are demonstrating 
early support to mobile net-
work operators while monitor-
ing the impact the relief has on 
delivering improved connec-
tivity. 

‘If successful, we will look 
to extend this scheme through-
out Scotland to ensure that no 
area is left behind.’

The sun shone when Mr 
Mackay visited Arran, ahead 
of the launch for the Cold Wa-

ter Islands Tourism conference 
and, as a regular visitor to the 
island, he remarked: ‘The sun 
always shines when I come to 
Arran.’

On a more serious note he 
presented a progress update 
report on the Scottish Islands 
Bill to Arran High School 
head boy and girl, Jack Ew-
ing and Katie Morrison. Katie 
said: ‘I felt quite inspired by 
what the minister was saying 
- he can see that living on an 
island is different - one size 
doesn’t fi t all.’

Following a visit to the on-
going Brodick Harbour devel-
opment works, the minister 
then met with delegates from 
North Ayrshire Council, Cal-
Mac, VisitArran, international 
speakers for the Cold Water 
conference, local businesses 
and community groups.

A discussion session took 
place, where representatives 
heard about how the new pro-
posals will offer island-proof-
ing, locality engagement, 
co-creation and co-invest-
ment.

This was warmly received by 
those in attendance.  Alastair 
Dobson from VisitArran, who 
chaired the discussions, said: 
‘It is really positive to hear 
from politicians at all levels 
how they are keen to work 
together, and consider inno-
vative delivery of services that 
will benefi t island economies.’ 

Speaking on the progress re-
port Mr Mackay added:  ‘Our 
islands make a signifi cant con-
tribution, both from a cultural 
and economic perspective to 
Scotland, but they do face spe-
cifi c challenges around their 
geographic remoteness, de-
clining populations, transport 
and digital connectivity, and 
supporting sustainable eco-
nomic growth. 

‘The consultation fi ndings 
will help inform the future de-
velopment of a draft Islands 
Bill. Such a bill will be a key 
way of drawing together the 
work of the ministerial group, 
and channelling our focus 
to ensuring we provide real 
change for all our island com-
munities.’

Mr Mackay meets Cold Water conference delegates and island 
and North Ayrshire Council  representatives. 01_B12minister02

North Ayrshire Council and
Eco Savvy are working in
partnership to promote
food waste reduction
on Arran.

We will be at:
The Co-Operative Food
2 Shore Street Brodick on
Thursday 24 March from
11:30am to 4pm.
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New power line 
complete
A major new power line 
serving Arran and Kintyre 
has been completed, three 
years after snow storms left 
thousands of homes without 
electricity. 

The new line includes a 25-
mile (41km) sub-sea section, 
linking Kintyre with the Ayr-
shire coast.
 Storms in March 2013 
brought down power lines 
and left thousands of homes 
on the east and north coast 
of Arran and the mainland 
without power leading to a 
major relief exercise.

Reinforcing the electricity 
network has cost £197m and 
taken just under three years 
to complete. The work has 
been carried out by Scottish 
Hydro Electric Transmission 
and SP Energy Networks.

Pearse Murray, transmis-
sion director, for SP Energy 
Networks said it was a ‘high-
ly complex’ project which 
had been delivered ahead of 
time.

‘As well as increasing se-
curity of electricity supplies, 
the new link will also provide 
new capacity and ensure that 
renewable energy generated 
in Kintyre can be transmitted 
to areas of demand in south 
and central Scotland and be-
yond,’ he added.

Islands minister Derek Mackay discusses the progress 
report with Katie Morrison and Jack Ewing. 01_B12minister01

Minister vows to tackle mobile phone worries 
during sunshine trip to the island

Mr Mackay meets Cold Water conference delegates and island 
and North Ayrshire Council  representatives. 01_B12minister02

Right 
stuff

Right
binn

R

R

R
n

Did you know?
It costs over £2.5million per
year to send waste to landfill. 

Help us to reduce what we
send to landfill  by putting the
Right Stuff in the
Right Bin. 

For a full list of materials that can
be recycled in your blue bin please
visit our website.

www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/recycling
01294 310000
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
n� �cus�

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints 
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and 
magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘Therefore, since we have a great High Priest who has 
gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold firmly to the faith we profess.’ (Hebrews 4: 14)

Hill of the Winds
Sir,
Your readers who have fol-
lowed the recent correspond-
ence in The Banner about 
goats on Goatfell might be 
interested in the fact that in 
1913 the famous Scottish 
painter, Sir David Young 
Cameron, painted a stunning 
mountain landscape called 
Hill of the Winds. 

I first came across it some 
years ago in the Scottish Na-
tional Gallery at the foot of 
the Mound in Edinburgh. I 
was browsing generally in 
the Scottish landscape sec-
tion when I came across this 
very striking painting which 
I immediately took to be of 
Goatfell although the title 
given to it by Cameron was 
simply Hill of the Winds. The 
literature gave no other infor-
mation.

The view depicted is so 
unmistakably that from the 
top of the String road and 
the reference to the English 
translation of the Gaelic/
Norse Goatfell seems to me 
to be quite conclusive that 
this mountain and its sur-
rounds are indeed the subject 
of the painting. Just Google 
the painting and you will see 
what I mean.

I can picture Sir David 
Young getting a hurl on my 
relative  Colin ‘Cole’ Currie’s 
Albion charabanc to the top 
of the String and being visual-
ly arrested by the view of the 
Hill of the Winds as translated 
by the driver or other native 
Gaelic speaking passenger 
when he enquired about it. Or 
he may have sought clarifica-
tion of local Gaelic speaking 
dwellers of Glen Shurig such 
as my grandfather, John Cur-
rie of Woodburn, on his way 
up from Brodick.

Either way I’m very sure the 
Hill of the Winds does depict 
Goatfell in an unmistakable 
way and with not a goat in 
sight! 

Your readers might also be 
interested in another unusual 
fact I turned up the other day 
while trying to trace some of 
that same grandfather’s Mc-
Nicol relatives from Altbeg 
in Corriegills. The census of 
1911 does list some McNi-
cols but in a very unhelpful 

and imprecise way. How-
ever, one Corriegills entry 
caught my attention as it was 
so specific as to residence. It 
referred to a couple living in 
the district by the names John 

Bell, 73, widower, and Mat-
ilda MacLauchlan, 50, wid-
ow. They must have been a 
couple who generated much 
gossip locally especially as 
the dwelling address given 
was ‘in a cave on the Dhunan 
shore’. 

I wonder if the census enu-
merators are still required to 
check for cave dwellers on 
Arran. It was something the 
Bute pupils used to jibe Ar-
ranachs at Rothesay Acade-
my with being when I was a 
pupil there in the late 50s!

Yours,
Robin Currie
Essex

Sheds on wheels
Sir,
After the article in last week’s 
Banner I have been consid-
ering the idea of overnight 
parking of mobile-homes 
in the car park of the Co-
op. This would be no great 
problem or eyesore, as, if 
they park there, as they park 
elsewhere on the island, there 
will only be room for three or 
four of them in the whole car 
park.

Of more concern is mo-
bile-homes out on the road, 
tootling along in the middle 
of the road at their seeming-
ly maximum speed of 20mph 
enjoying the sights with little 
consideration of the half-mile 
queue of vehicles in their 
mirrors.

Many times whilst trundling 
along in second or third gear, 
with a great white shed on 
wheels in front of me - amus-
ingly often called Rapido or 
Swifty - slowing for nearby 
seals, or coming to a com-
plete halt when any road user 
comes into sight travelling to-
wards it. I have been looking 
for an excuse for this behav-
iour. It has given me plenty 
of time to conjure with the 
image of  Mrs Caravanette, 
after breakfast (and watching 
Cash in the Attic or Escape to 
the Country) setting the table 
for lunch, Asda-bought Spam 
maybe? And heaven help Mr 
Caravanette if he spills the 

milk on the way over to the 
Lochranza ferry! 

I do appreciate RET, but I 
suppose there have to be a 
few downsides.

Yours,
Nigel Walker
Brodick

Road tax cut
Sir,
Almost beyond belief! On 
Saturday there was a convoy 
system operating on Brodick 
hill to facilitate a new road 
surface being laid there. This 
is possibly the best road sur-
face on Arran and yet it is 
being re-surfaced again. The 
String Road, meanwhile, is 
full of bumps, holes, ruts and 
rubble which makes driving 
horrible and damaging our 
cars! I wonder how many 
people feel like myself that 
if we have only half-finished 
roads we should only be pay-
ing half the road tax. I feel 
ashamed when visitors and 
tourists come to this beautiful 
island for them to have to en-
dure the terrible roads - surely 
it is a disgrace and an affront 
for the Scottish Tourist Board 
to have these appalling con-
ditions? Some are worse than 
I can ever remember - even 
some ‘C’ designated roads in 
the 50’s and 60’s were better 
than most of Arran’s roads 
today.

Some of the farthest flung 
islands off Scotland have far 
better roads than here - what 
is going on?

Yours,
Audrey Allan
Blackwaterfoot 

Macmillan footpath
Sir,
Most of you will know about 
my proposal for a footpath 
creation to Achog in Corrie, 
the birthplace of Daniel Mac-
millan and an associated in-
terpretation panel. You may 
have seen an article in The 
Banner about it a few months 
ago. 

As most of you will also 
know, my wife and I have 
now left Arran, so the ques-
tion is whether to drop the 
idea altogether or whether 
there might be some other 
way to fulfil either the vision 
as outlined here or perhaps 
a part of it, such as an inter-

pretation panel about Dan-
iel Macmillan in Corrie.

While I am sure I could not 
move the project forward 
while living off the island, I 
am willing to assist from a 
distance and could certainly 
suggest content for an inter-
pretation panel about Dan-
iel Macmillan.

I am confident  that fund-
ing for the project could be 
secured. The Arran Trust has 
invited an application and 
George Macmillan, the clan 
chief is keen to encourage 
members of the clan world-
wide to support the project. 
Also Macmillan Publishing, 
who helped to fund the Dan-
iel Macmillan Bicentenary 
Weekend in 2013, are a likely 
source of further funding.

I think the most likely way 
to see the project continue 
would be to find someone on 
the island with an interest in 
the story of Daniel Macmil-
lan and who was willing to 
bring others together to ful-
fil the vision. To that end, 
I would be grateful if you 
could take a moment to con-
sider whether you know any-
one who might be interested 
and if so please let me know. 

As I have said elsewhere, I 
believe there is a good case 
for arguing that Daniel Mac-
millan is the most significant 
person to be born on Arran 
with the global influence 
of the publishing house he 
founded and I hope that there 
will be something to high-
light that on the island.

Yours,
David Pott
County Durham
dlpott@gmail.com

First class ferries
Sir,
Perhaps I shouldn’t be sur-
prised by Labour’s accu-
sation in last week’s Arran 
Banner that the SNP seek to 
privatise Scotland’s ferry ser-
vices. With only 19 per cent 
support in the most recent 
Scottish opinion poll they 
will say anything, absolutely 
anything, in pursuit of votes.

The SNP Government is to-
tally committed to ensuring 
the delivery of safe and reli-
able ferry services to Arran 
and across Scotland.

Coninued on page 9

Arran sets a model example
Arran has had a lot of visitors this week - and none of them 
were holidaymakers.

However, every single one appears to have left with the 
same conclusion: that Arran is doing something right.

From Scottish government ministers, to North Ayrshire 
councillors and conference delegates from across Europe, 
they all say Arran is a tourism delight.

And it wasn’t just the sunshine or the newly, and time-
ly, resurfaced road to Lamlash which pleased visitors. No, 
many view the joined-up thinking between the public sec-
tor, private sector and community as a model which should 
be exported not just to the mainland but across Europe.

Certainly, the Cold Water conference has shown how the 
island can bring people together and create a gathering that 
is beneficial both to the participants and to the island as 
well.

But we can’t be too insular, which is why it is good to see 
that after two successful years the conference is heading to 
Fanoe in Denmark next year. We look forward to watching 
it develop into a truly international event.

But, as we said, the conference didn’t bring the only vis-
itors this week with island minister Derek Mackay starting 
the procession. He is an important ally as he is a regular 
visitor and has a genuine interest in island concerns.

Businesses and community leaders he met felt the min-
ister was willing to listen and learn and that’s an endorse-
ment which cannot always be levied.

Next up, a full meeting of North Ayrshire Council. It 
can’t be an easy logistical move to get all the councillors, 
officials and a mountain of paperwork across to Arran, but 
at least they made the effort.

True, it was no coincidence it occurred at the same time 
as the Cold Water conference, when a number of coun-
cillors were here anyway, but it gave those interested in 
attending a chance to see the council at work.

And it does no harm reminding them that Arran is an im-
portant, and integral, part of North Ayrshire Council.

All in all a good week. Bring on Easter.
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Send  
your letters,
photos and
stories to  
editor@arran 
banner.co.uk

Continued from page 8
and across Scotland. When 
we came into office, the fer-
ries budget under the Labour/
Lib Dem Coalition was £85 
million a year. With inflation 
that would now be £111 mil-
lion. However, despite cuts 
to Scotlands resource budget 
of 12.5 per cent and capital 
budget of 26 per cent by suc-
cessive UK Labour, Coalition 
and Tory Government since 
2009/10, the SNP prioritised 
investment in port infrastruc-
ture, vessels, ferry services 
and road equivalent tariff. 
Ferry spend will increase to 
£195.3 million in 2016/17. 
Would any other political 
party have matched that com-
mitment? Well, the Opposi-
tion voted against it only last 
month!

A new £47 million ferry 
for the Brodick to Ardrossan 
route is currently under con-
struction in Port Glasgow, a 
new £22.2 million harbour is 
being built at Brodick, a new 
ministerial Ardrossan Har-
bour Task Force has been es-
tablished, two ferries will ser-
vice Brodick all year round 
from 2018 and the hybrid 
vessel Catriona will increase 
capacity from Lochranza 
when it sails from there in 
June.

We are committed to ensur-
ing Arran is well connected 
to take advantage of tourism, 
business and employment 
opportunities with mainland 
Scotland, the rest of the UK 
and beyond. 

Under European Union law, 
the SNP Government is legal-
ly required to tender subsi-
dised ferry services. Bidders 
must deliver ferry services to 
a detailed specification based 
on the Ferries Plan 2012 – 
2022 and the new operator 
will be subject to strict con-
tractual conditions.

The SNP Government did 
not wish to tender the fer-
ry services contract. Had it 
wished to, it could simply 
have ‘unbundled’ the network 
and put each route out to ten-
der, rather than tender as one 
contract. Indeed, SNP Min-
isters repeatedly raised con-
cerns over the need to tender 

with the European Commis-
sion.There will be no privati-
sation, which incidentally the 
Tories at Holyrood support. 
Curiously, the Tory stand-
ing for election to this seat 
in May has been very quiet 
on the subject. One wonders 
why?

Scottish Ministers will re-
tain control of the vessels 
and services, regardless of the 
ownership status of the suc-
cessful bidder, ferry routes, 
timetables and fares. Under  
strict contractual conditions 
the new operator will also 
not be allowed to unilaterally  
increase prices, ensuring we 
can sustain reliable and com-
petitive ferry services for all 
passengers.

SNP Ministers have made it 
clear that will protect employ-
ees’ terms and conditions, in-
cluding a fair, affordable and 
sustainable pension scheme 
and the inclusion of fair work 
principles in the contract.

An Independent Procure-
ment Reference Panel was set 
up last year by the SNP Gov-
ernment to provide assurance 
that nothing is being done in 
the procurement that could be 
perceived as discriminating 
against either bidder.

Panel members were drawn 
from key stakeholder groups 
with a direct interest in the 
services to be provided by the 
new operator and the impact 
of those on island communi-
ties. Stakeholders included 
the Isle of Arran Ferry Com-
mittee, North Ayrshire Coun-
cil and the Scottish Trade 
Union Congress. They con-
cluded that the tender process 
is fair, open and transparent. 
Each bid will be viewed on 
their merits based not just on 
cost but quality of service.

I believe CalMac provides 
an excellent service and I am 
confident it will win the con-
tract.

Yours,
Kenneth Gibson MSP
Cunninghame North 

Coffee morning
Sir,
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed in any way to 
make our Annual Coffee Af-

ternoon such a success. The 
fantastic sum of £1,100 was 
raised which will go towards 
the 2016 Christmas Par-
ty.  Special thanks to Kinloch 
Hotel for all their assistance.

Yours,
Shiskine and Machrie
Senior Citizens
Committee

Stroke survey
Sir,
More than 121,000 people in 
Scotland are currently living 
with the devastating effects 
of stroke. It happens in an in-
stant, yet this overwhelming 
condition can affect people 
physically and emotionally 
for the rest of their lives. The 
long-term effects can often 
take a huge toll on partners, 
carers and families too.  

We are calling on people 
who have had a stroke, their 
carers and family members 
across Scotland to take part in 
a UK survey and tell us about 
their experiences of stroke. 
Resources for stroke care are 
increasingly stretched. We 
want stroke treatment, thera-
py and care to remain a pri-
ority. 

If any of your readers has 
had a stroke or cares for 
someone who has had a 
stroke, we want to hear their 
views. 

The closing date for our 
survey is March 31. It can be 
completed online at www.sur-
veymonkey.co.uk/r/Stroke16 
or you can contact the Scot-
land office on 0131 455 7244 
to obtain a paper copy. 

Yours, 
Andrea Cail
Director Scotland
The Stroke Association

COAST 
Easter Egg Shore Scramble

Sat 26th March
10.30am 

Lamlash beach, opposite the Co-op
COAST will be running a special Easter-themed scavenger hunt on Easter 

Saturday in Lamlash Bay. Come along at 10.30am to learn more about our 
amazing marine life, whilst hunting for shells, seaweeds and hidden Easter Eggs! 

Get creative with your findings and you could win an extra special prize!

www.arrancoast.com
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Saltire Society ends season on 
a high note

Jenny Brown is the latest exhibitor to have her work on show at Brodick Library. 
Jenny lives and works in Kilmarnock as a painter and yoga teacher and her 
paintings are in oils and acrylics. Her exhibition is based on Alice Through the 
Looking Glass and is on display at the library until the end of March. 

Beetle drive rounds off 
successful session
Twenty-four members of 
Shiskine SWI braved a cold 
evening to gather at Shiskine 
Hall for the last meeting of 
the 2015/16 season on Friday, 
March 4. 

Evelyn Hamilton gave 
everyone a very warm wel-
come. The evening’s speaker, 
Fiona Doubleday, was unfor-
tunately unwell and unable to 
attend, but the members all 
sent best wishes to Fiona for 

a speedy recovery. With no 
speaker, the evening became 
a members’ evening with all 
the fun of a beetle drive. Al-
ice Anderson won with the 
highest score of the evening.

There were competitions to 
be judged and voted on. Eve-
lyn Hamilton came first with 
her ingenious homemade 
wipe-clean bookmark, that 
could be used for keeping 
notes on. Kate Mackintosh 

came second with a beauti-
ful pink bookmark decorated 
with dragonflies

The competition for a fa-
vourite book on Arran pro-
duced a good selection of  in-
teresting books.  The winner 
was Susie Thompson with 
The Isle of Arran by The Rev 
Charles A Hall, published in 
1912. Second was Morag 
Murchie with her copy of  
Tramping in Arran by Tom S 
Hall, first published in 1928.

It was a bit of a coincidence 
- two books, both by a Mr and 
Rev Hall. Were they related?

A member brought an 
amusing newspaper cut-
ting with the following few 
words about another anony-
mous SWI’s meeting. “Mrs 
xxxxxxx will give a cooking 
demonstration on making 
canopies. The competition 
will be for four pieces of 
handmade tray bake.’

After a good evening’s fun, 
there was the AGM.  Evelyn 
thanked everybody on the 
committee and all the other 
members, who have given 
so much support and helped 
to make the 2015/16 season 
so successful.  She reminded 
Shiskine SWI members that 
the annual dinner will be on 
Thursday May 5 at the Kin-
loch Hotel.    Susie Thompson

Peter Wilson sang solo 
and unaccompanied by 
any instruments during 
the evening. 

Alice Through the Looking Glass

The Saltire Society for Arran 
finished its season of events 
in Corrie Village Hall last 
Wednesday with an evening 
of song.

The final evening of the first 

syllabus, singer and voice 
teacher Peter (Alexander) 
Wilson, who has a house in 
Corrie, was the guest of the 
society, ably led on Arran by 
Scottish cultural enthusiast 
Hazel Gardiner. 

As befits an evening reflect-
ing Scottish identity, Peter 
chose to take the audience of 
20 on a musical tour of Scot-
land. The evening got off to 
a skip in its step with Peter’s 
version of Dancing in Kyle.

He talked briefly about the 
different kinds of love to be 
found in Scottish love songs.

The Eriskay Love Lilt and 
Tiree Love Song backed up 
his gentle proposition. He 
talked fondly of his father’s 
association with the famous 
Glasgow Orpheus Choir and 
told the audience that both his 
father and grandfather were 
singers of distinction. Must 
be something in the genes.  

Peter also illustrated how 
fun and games could easily 
be song subjects, both with 

a rendition of Willie’s Gane-
tae Melville Castle and later 
concluding the whole eve-
ning with the impossibly 
tongue-twisting last verse of 
the Song of the Clyde - but 
not many people attempt-
ed to join in. Bonnie Prince 
Charlie, of course, got a look 
in with Wae’s me for Prince 
Charlie and Charlie is my 
Darlin’. 

He talked briefly about his 
sight loss and how the iPad 
had helped him to learn po-
etry. Concluding the first half 
he prefaced Ye Banks and 
Braes with the comment: 
‘Where would we be without 
Burns?’ 

This was a bold, relaxed and 
informal portrait of a singer 
steeped in the classical and 
Scottish traditions. 

Hazel Gardiner on behalf of 
the Saltire Society thanked 
Peter for a moving and enter-
taining evening, and a fitting 
end to the Arran Saltire’s first 
year.  

ARRAN MALT  
RUGBY SEVENS
Saturday 26th March

Starts midday
Hot food, Beer tent & Arran Pipe Band

Followed by Arran Rugby 7’s Dance  
in Brodick Hall at 8.30pm

Licensed Bar
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Busy summer
for new Young 
Farmers’ Club

Help in hunt for hedgehogs
The hedgehog is one of Britain’s most recognisable mam-
mals, with its coat of thousands of spines and distinctive nois-
es. But across Britain, and on Arran, numbers appear to have 
been falling over the last 40 years.  

The Arran Ranger Service at Brodick Country Park is really 
keen to hear from anyone who has hedgehogs in their garden, 
or in surrounding fi elds and woodland.  For hedgehog and 
any other wildlife sightings please let Jo Totty at the Ranger 
Service know via: jtotty@nts.org.uk.  

Volunteer Jo said: ‘We would like to know how many you’ve 
seen, the date and location (grid reference if possible) of when 
you saw it or them, and your contact details. We’d be really 
grateful for your help.’

Arran YFC club chairman Wallace Currie, Ayrshire assistant secretary Lizzie  
McJannet and club treasurer Daniel McAlister.The Arran Young Farmers group. 

The recently reformed Arran 
Young Farmers’ Club has a 
full syllabus of events lined 
up for the coming months.

Last month, more than 20 
years after the club disband-
ed, a new group of keen in-
dividuals took on the respon-
sibility of re-introducing an 
Arran YFC to the Scottish 
Association of Young Farm-
ers’ Clubs, allowing 14-to-
30-year-olds on Arran to 
become part of a social net-
work.

Re-established
The club re-established at 

its annual general meeting 
and chairman Wallace Currie 
said: ‘We are very proud to 
have set up such a sociable 
club on Arran for any indi-
viduals on the isle to join 
whether living in a rural area 
or not as young farmers re-

ally is for everyone and not 
just farmers.’

The 2016 summer syllabus 
includes a clay pigeon shoot, 
a ploughing day, a club trip to 
Airspace ultimate trampoline 
park, a day go-karting and a 
stock judging night.

The previous Arran Young 
Farmers Club was set up in 
1945 and held various club 
outings and events between 
the ’40s and early ’90s in-
cluding barn dances, sheep 
shearing nights, farm valu-
ations, ploughing matches, 
sheep dog trials, root and 
grain shows, crook making 
and dinner dances. 

If anyone  would like to 
get in touch with Arran YFC 
please contact Wallace Currie 
at: curriewallace@gmail.com 
or Genevieve Pilgreen at: 
genpil07@hotmail.com

Let your kids follow the clues, solve the  
puzzle and claim a chocolatey reward.  

Each Cadbury Easter Egg Hunt is different – the  
perfect excuse to try your hand at more than one!

Bunny’s been up to his old tricks again! He’s left  
clues at lots of National Trust for Scotland places 

across the country. Join us from Good Friday  
to Easter Monday for lots of family fun.

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

You’ll f ind everything you need to know at 

www.nts.org.uk

Cadbury Easter Egg Hunts
Join in the fun at Brodick Castle, Garden & Country Park on Sun 27 March, from 12–3.30pm

The World Famous
Lochranza Daffodil Tea

Saturday 26th March
2pm – 4pm in Lochranza Hall

Lots of Children’s activities - Home Baking,
Egg Hunt, Plants, Tombola, Bric a Brac, Raffl e,

Jewellery, table tops, Cards.  
And the incredibly delicious 

Lochranza cream tea!
Adults £3 Deals for families

SCO18338
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Margaret Caber Hammednor, P7 
Pirnmill primary.

The quality of entries was so high, says Andy Martin

Isla picks up top prize 
Budding artist Isla Agnew was 
the winner of the Lamlash 
Burns Club art competition 
now in its second year.

Special visit
The club secretary and treas-

urer, Andy Martin, made a 
very special visit to Brodick 
Primary School recently where 
he awarded the winner of their 
now annual drawing and paint-

Andy Martin of the Lamlash Burns Club presents Isla Agnew with her medal at an award ceremony at Brodick Primary 
School. 01_B10drawing01

Callum Haddow, P7 Brodick primary. 

Freya Campbell, P7 Lamlash p 
rimary. 

Gina Boni, P7 Corrie primary. 

Daisy McNamara, P6 Whiting Bay primary. 

Imogen Allison, P4 Lamlash primary
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ScottishField
®

2016

Gala Dinner  
& AWARDS
31 March 2016   
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

SEE YOU 
THERE!

To buy tickets visit:
www.scottishruralawards.org 

Hosted by

FRED MACAULAYFRED MACAULAY
• Fizz reception

•  Three-course meal, including a 
half bottle of wine per person

•  Network with inspirational 
businesses from across Scotland

The quality of entries was so high, says Andy Martin

Isla picks up top prize 
ing competition with a prize 
and a specially-minted medal. 
Isla is a primary fi ve pupil at 
the school. 

Founded in 1922, the club 
introduced the competition as 
a way of raising awareness of 
Scotland’s national bard by 
hosting the competition which 
is open to all primary school 
pupils on the island.

 At the ceremony Mr Martin  
presented Isla with her medal, 
the second one ever produced, 
as well as a small gift for her 
winning design which featured 
a rose superimposed over a 
Burns verse. 

Andy said: ‘Congratulations 
to Isla, who has won our com-
petition. It was a very diffi cult 
decision as the quality of the 

223 entries that we received 
was so high.

Indebted
‘The Burns Club is indebted 

to the teachers at our prima-
ry schools for the enthusiasm 
and support that they offer our 
children by helping to keep the 
legacy of our Scottish poets 
and writers and, indeed, the 
Immortal Memory alive.’ 

Andy Martin of the Lamlash Burns Club presents Isla Agnew with her medal at an award ceremony at Brodick Primary 
School. 01_B10drawing01

The winning drawing by Isla Agnew, P5 Brodick Primary. 



Local Scotland Personal Finance
Thank you for agreeing to take part in the Scottish Weeklies Personal Finance survey 2016, please follow the instructions 
below.

About you
Q3 - Thinking about your personal circumstances, 
what is your attitude towards your present household 
income?
 Select one

Comfortable On Present Income 

Coping On Present Income 

Finding It Di�  cult On Present Income 

Finding It Very Di�  cult On Present Income 

Q4 - Which of the following most closely describes the 
extent to which you are involved in your household 
� nances? 
 Select one

I make all the decisions for the household 

I share the responsibility with my partner 

I have very little input as someone else  
in the household deals with them

Q1 - Please can you tell me, in which local newspaper did you � nd this survey? (Please write) 

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Q2 - Please could you tell me which Local Authority you live in?
Please select from the following and circle or write below;

Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Argyll & Bute, Scottish Borders, Clackmannanshire, West Dunbartonshire, Dumfries 
& Galloway, Dundee city, East Ayrshire, East Dunbartonshire, East Lothian, East Renfrewshire, City of Edinburgh, Falkirk, Fife, 
Glasgow City, Highland, Inverclyde, Midlothian, Moray, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Orkney Islands, Perth & Kinross, 
Renfrewshire, Shetland Islands, South Ayrshire, South Lanarkshire, Stirling, West Lothian, Comhairle Nan Eilean Siar

..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Q5 - To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements (please select one per line).
 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

I don’t like the idea of being in debt     

I am more aware of personal � nance than I used to Be     

Financial security after retirement is your own responsibility     

It is important to be well insured for everything     

I trust Banks/Building Societies to look after my money     

I look for pro� table ways to invest my money     

I prefer to get paper bills and statements rather      
than access them online

I usually consult a professional Financial Adviser      
before deciding on � nancial matters

I’m interested in Financial Services advertising     

Price comparison websites have helped me reduce     
 my household outgoings.

I only take out loans when they are absolutely necessary     

Q6 - When do you think you will retire?
  Select one

I am retired 

I’ll retire in the next 10 years 

I’ll retire in the next 20 years 

I’ll retire in the next 30 years 

I’ve got more than 30+ years before retirement 

Retirement planning 
Last year witnessed unprecedented changes to the 
retirement landscape and increasingly � nancial security 
after retirement is your own responsibility. 

Q7 - How would you describe you current attitude to 
saving for retirement? 
  Select one

I don’t currently save anything towards retirement.  

I’ve embraced the idea of a pension  
and save a signi� cant amount. 

I’ve embraced the idea of a pension  
and save an adequate amount. 

I’ve embraced the idea of a pension,  
but don’t think that I save enough. 

Q8 -Which of the following � nancial strategies have you 
adopted for you retirement 
  Select all 
 that apply

Invested in property with a view to  
equity release or rental income. 

My company has (had) a � nal  
salary pension scheme. 

Auto enrolled in a company pension 

A personal / private pension 

A Self Invested Personal Pension (SIPP) 

Save regularly in an ISA (either cash or shares) 

Rely on the State pension. 

None. 

Q9 - Where will you go for guidance and advice about your 
pension when it comes to retirement? 
  Select all 
 that apply

Friends & family 

Paid-for professional adviser 

Internet search engine 

My current pension provider 

My employer 

Pension wise 

Other 

Don’t know. 

Q10 - When you are retired which of these options would be 
preferred for managing your � nances? 
  Select one

Taking some cash to spend in the early years of retirement,  
and using the rest to provide a guaranteed income for life. 

Investing in a pension plan and drawing  
income from it each year. 

Using all my money to buy a product that will give me a  
guaranteed income for the rest of my life. 

Taking all my money as cash and investing it how I see � t. 

Investing it in buy to let properties. 

Don’t know. 

Q11 - Thinking about the types of pension that exist, how well do 
you feel that you understand them? 
(Please select just one option per line).

Q12 - The UK government has introduced the New State 
Pension, how well do you feel that you understand the 
following elements? 
(Please select just one option per line).

Annuity    

Retirement  income     
drawdown  

Workplace     
pensions  

Individual savings     
pensions

    

     

  

     

  

     

How much state 
pension you are likely 
to receive when you 
retire.

The e� ect of having 
been contracted out 
of the state scheme 
at any working life.

How the new state 
pension will be 
calculated

How to top up your 
state pension

I fully 
understand

 I have some 
knowledge, 

but would like 
to know more

I’ve heard the 
terms, but I’m 
not interested

I’ve not heard 
of this 

I fully 
understand

 I have some 
knowledge, 

but would like 
to know more

I’ve heard the 
terms, but I’m 
not interested

I’ve not heard 
of this 

If you would prefer to � ll in this survey online please go to this website:

bit.ly/scot� n

Win one of fi ve 
£25 Argos Vouchers

Dear reader,
We are currently seeking to better understand our readers’ buying habits in relation 
to grocery shopping and we would be delighted if you could spare three minutes to 
complete our survey.
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Banking
Q13 - Thinking about your bank; to what extent do you agree or disagree with the relative importance of each attribute in 
your choice of bank (please select one per line).
 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

Locality (having a branch that is local to me)     

Company reputation (trust)     

Counter sta� / Personal service     

Interest rates (on savings and or loan)     

Personal experience     

Telephone / internet banking facilities     

Range of services     

Overdraft charges     

Loyalty scheme     

Personal recommendation     

Reviews     

Advertising     

Introductory o�ers     

Q15 - Increasingly banks are o�ering current accounts with a bundle of bene�ts, to what extent do you agree or disagree 
with the relative importance of each bene�t that could be o�ered.  (Please select one per line).
 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

Cash back on utility bills or travel     

Cash back on direct debits     

Car insurance     

Travel Insurance     

Mobile phone insurance     

Home insurance (Buildings & contents)     

Enhanced ISA interest rate     

Extended warranty cover on white goods       
purchased in the last year.

Access to a 24-hour home emergency service     

Q14 - And what is your preferred method for accessing 
your banking services?
  Select one

Via the internet. 

Via the telephone talking to someone 

Via the telephone using an automated service. 

In a branch 

Via an ATM 

By post. 

Q16 - Would you consider paying a monthly fee to your 
bank to access the bene�ts of a product bundle?
  Select one

No  - I would not 

Yes – if the overall bundle resulted in my   
annual outlay on these products decreasing. 

Yes – if it was a tiered approach that   
allowed me to select the bene�ts I wanted. 

Q17 - Would you consider switching your bank account 
to another provider?
  Select one

Yes  

Maybe 

No 

Relationship with your local weekly newspaper
Q18 - To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements (please select just one option 
per line).
 Agree  Agree Disagree Disagree No
 strongly slightly slightly strongly opinion

I rely on my local newspaper to keep me up to date       
with the latest o�ers from local shops.     

I trust what I read in my local newspaper.     

I �nd the adverts in my local newspaper are       
most useful in helping me make purchase decisions?     

I know that if something is advertised in my local newspaper,      
 then it will be available in my area.     

Q19 - Which of the following have you personally done 
as a result of seeing something advertised in your local 
newspaper? 
(please select all that apply)

  In the last  In the last 
 3  months 12 months

Researched a product in a shop.  

Researched a product / service online.  

Visited a brand / advertisers website.  

Visited / followed a brand / advertiser    
on Social media.

Bought a product / brand / service    
in store.  

Bought a product / brand online.  

Talked about a brand either through    
word of mouth or via social media  

Recommended a product / brand or    
service to someone.

None of the above.  

In order for us to analyse the information, please can 
you categorise yourself

Q20 - What gender 
are you?
  Select one

Male 

Female 

Q22 - What is your current employment status?
  Select one

Working Full-time (30+ Hours per week) 

Working Part-time (8 to 29 hours per week) 

Working Part-time (less than 8 hours per week) 

Not working – Retired 

Not working – Long term Illness / Disabled. 

Not working – Other 

Q21 - Which age group do 
you fall into?
  Select one

18 to 24 

25 to 34 

35 to 44 

45 to 54 

55 to 64 

65+ 

Win one of five  
£25 Argos VouchersIf you complete the survey, you will be entered into a draw and �ve readers will win a 

£25 shopping voucher to be redeemed at any branch of Argos.
All entries must be received by 31 March.
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Title .......................................................................................................

Name ....................................................................................................

Surname .............................................................................................

Address ...............................................................................................

.................................................................................................................

Postcode ............................................................................................  
(mandatory �eld that must be �lled in) 

Email address ..................................................................................

Home: Tel number .........................................................................

Mobile: Tel number ......................................................................

Please return completed survey by 31st March 2016 to: 
Wyvex Media, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

This is a survey being carried out by a third party (Local Scotland) and not Wyvex Media, 
any information provided is being provided to “Local Scotland” and not Wyvex Media.

If you complete the survey in paper form, the form will be sent to Wyvex Media for 
processing only.  Wyvex Media will process the form entering the data direct into the 
Local Scotland survey system. Wyvex Media will then securely destroy your paper 
survey.  Wyvex Media will not retain any of the data you provide on this survey form.

The data collected in this survey will be anonymised and the results will be aggregated 
to understand the variances by local authority area. The insights from this data will 
be utilised to evidence why brands / companies should advertise within the Local 
Scotland portfolio of newspapers. The aggregated survey data will be retained in a 
SNAP �le, although respondent count data will exist no individual respondent details 
will be contained within the SNAP �le. The data set will be held by Local Scotland and 
shared with Mediaforce (Local Scotland’s media sales representatives) who will provide 
data analysis. At no point will the data be transferred overseas. 

All details supplied by you are optional, except name, 
postcode and email address
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cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
our Facebook and 
Twitter pages. 

Keep up to date with 

cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
Keep up to date with Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
Keep up to date with 

A NEW 

84-PAGE
WHISKY 
MAGAZINE

Free

AVAILABLE IN SELECTED WHISKY MERCHANTS & BARS

caskandstillmagazine.co.uk

A real rescue situation for the 
members of the Arran Moun-
tain Rescue Team (AMRT), 
as reported in The Banner last 
week, shows just why they 
have to keep on top of their 
training.

To this end team members 
recently completed a two-day 
outdoor fi rst-aid course at the 
AMRT base at Cladach. This 

Arran Ale from the Isle of Arran Brewery 
features in Aldi’s eighth in-store beer festival 
as part of the retailer’s celebration of the best 
up and coming beers from Scotland.

On sale now in Aldi’s 64 Scottish stores, 
while stocks last, the beer festival is expect-
ed to be worth in excess of £160,000 to the 
breweries involved with the retailer stocking 
94,000 bottles of craft ales from 35 of Scot-
land’s best breweries.  

Arran Ale (3.8 per cent ABV) is described 
as a smooth malty brew with a pleasantly dry 
hop fi nish and a fruity hint. The festival also 
has Leezie Lundie (3.8 per cent ABV) from 
the Ayr Brewing Co on sale, which is always 
popular at the Kinloch beer festival.

Since the fi rst Aldi beer festival took place 
in 2012, the Scottish breweries involved have 
received more than £1 million from sales.  

Michael Whiteford, buying director at Aldi 
in Scotland, said: ‘It is very important to us 
at Aldi to give small breweries their fi rst big 
break, allowing them a platform to showcase 
their fantastic craft beers.

‘Scotland continues to produce some of the 
best craft beer on the market and our beer 
festival allows our customer the opportunity 
to try a wide array of beers that are not all 
readily available. We are sure this milestone 
beer festival will be a big success with a wide 
range of different craft beer styles to choose 
from.’

Local ales at supermarket beer festival

Mountain
rescue team 
keep on top 
of training

The group training took place outside the team’s Cladach base.

Photos by Mark Bunyan, Ian Staples, Lucy Wallace and Kirstie Smith

AMRT members practice CPR on the 
two-day training course.

Team members tend to a ‘distressed 
casualty’.

One of the outdoor emergency situations presented to the trainees.

is a mandatory training pro-
gramme which every team 
member has to complete and 
refresh every three years.

CPR training
Many different scenarios 

were set up throughout the 
weekend for them to deal 
with from spinal injuries to 
leg fractures as well as basic 
life support and CPR training.  

The two-day, British As-
sociation of Ski Patrollers 
(BASP) course specialises 
in mountain and water-based 
rescue and outdoor fi rst aid. 

An AMRT spokeswoman 
said: ‘The training is essen-
tial for AMRT to use in real 
life incidents and the course 
prepares us to respond in a 
safe and confi dent manner.’
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

A singing male 
yellowhammer is an 
increasingly rare sight on 
Arran. Photo: Dennis Morrison

A herring gull.

The secret lives of the Clyde 
herring gulls
The March meeting of the 
Arran Natural History Soci-
ety took place on Thursday,   
March 3 in the Rangers Cen-
tre at Brodick Country Park.

Nina O’Hanlon, a PhD re-
search student at the Univer-
sity of Glasgow, the Scottish 
Centre for Ecology and the 
Natural Environment, gave 
an illustrated presentation 
with the title:  ‘The secret 
lives of the Clyde herring 
gulls’.  Nina has had an inter-
est in wildlife and especially 
birds since a young age, and 
has worked in various ecolo-
gy and conservation roles be-
fore starting her PhD.  

Why herring gulls? Because 
herring gulls are in serious 
decline across the UK and 
yet some colonies seem to 
be faring better than others. 
Nina has been trying to get 
an insight into why this might 
be the case and has spent 
the last three years visiting 
several herring gull colonies 

across south-west Scotland 
and Northern Ireland, includ-
ing Pladda. This has involved 
taking lots of photos of their 
eggs, dissecting many pellets 
to see what they are eating 
and attaching GPS loggers to 
see where they are foraging. 

The data Nina has collect-
ed is fascinating, and as she 
explained, serves as an indi-
cator of the effects of human 
exploitation and pollution on 
the coastal and marine envi-
ronments.

Amongst the nine herring 
gull colonies she is studying, 
the birds from Pladda had the 
greatest amount of marine 
fi sh in their diets, but this 
was still small compared to 
the amount of terrestrial food 
consumed. 

This move over the years 
from marine to land-based 
feeding, e.g. at landfi ll sites, 
is probably associated with 
less marine food being avail-
able. The terrestrial food is 

poorer in nutrients and leads 
to poorer breeding success 
and also exposes the gulls to 
botulism, which is fatal. This 
was a fascinating and sober-
ing talk.

Also on that evening the 
latest annual Arran Bird Re-
port was available to fully 
paid up members as part of 
their subscription. The price 
to non-members is a bargain 
at £5 and the intention is to 
have copies available from 
all good outlets around the 
island by the Easter weekend.

The next meeting is on 
Thursday, April 7, 8pm as 
usual, at the Rangers Centre. 
This will comprise the 2016 
annual meeting and mem-
ber’s reports, with short illus-
trated talks from a number of 
members on their natural his-
tory activities and experienc-
es during the year. Everyone 
is welcome to what should be 
a very interesting evening.

Alan Bellamy

Are yellowhammers
disappearing from Arran?
Yellowhammers used to 
be familiar birds on Arran 
throughout the year.  Dur-
ing the breeding season the 
distinctive song of the stun-
ning male, sounding like 
‘a little bit of bread and no 
cheeeeese’, was a feature of 
many hedgerows throughout 
the island and in the winter, 
fl ocks fed in stubble fi elds. 

Examination of the annual 
bird reports produced by the 
Arran Natural History So-
ciety shows a decline fi rstly 
in the breeding records and 
more recently in the winter 
groups.  Visiting the island 
regularly throughout the 
1960s, 1970s, 1980s and even 
the 1990s there were areas 
where you could guarantee 
to see and hear breeding yel-
lowhammers.  This century 
there have been no confi rmed 
breeding records. In 2012 and 
again in 2014 there was one 
record of one bird singing for 
a short period of time. Dur-
ing the 10 years that I have 
been bird recorder, the size 
of wintering groups has nev-
er been large. In the winter of 
2013-2014 the largest group 
was 14 and last winter, 2014-
2015, it was 23. This winter 
to date the largest group has 
been fi ve and winter records 
have only been received from 
two areas. It looks as if yel-

lowhammer are disappearing 
from Arran and joining the 
list of farmland birds that can 
no longer be seen here, such 
as the corn bunting, last re-
ported in 1984 and tree spar-
row, last reported in 1997. 

Data from the British Trust 
for Ornithology indicates that 
this is not just a local issue.  
yellowhammer abundance 
began to decline on farmland 
in the mid 1980s. The spe-
cies, listed as green in 1996, 
has been red listed as a Bird 
of Conservation Concern 

decline.  Research has identi-
fi ed better population perfor-
mance in areas with extensive 
winter stubble, presumably 
because over winter survival 
is relatively high.  Research 
also suggests that the local 
availability of winter set-
aside is a good predictor of 
sites chosen for breeding ter-
ritories the next year.  Num-
bers have shown widespread 
moderate decrease across Eu-
rope since 1980. Some pro-
jects including one involving 
the RSPB working with farms 
in Northern Ireland have had 
some success but ‘further re-
search is required to identify 
possible remedial actions in 
pastoral areas’.

In the meantime I would be 
delighted if you would send 
me any sightings of yellow-
hammer on Arran.

Please send any bird notes 
with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e-mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk.

since 2002. Reductions in 
winter seed food availability 
as a result of agricultural in-
tensifi cation, for example, the 
loss of winter stubbles and a 
reduction in weed densities, 
are widely believed to have 
contributed to the population 
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 23 March, 1996
 Doctors’ surgery
Members of the Kilmory Hall committee 
discussed the notion of incorporating a new 
doctors’ surgery into the hall at their meeting 
on Tuesday evening. At present the lesser hall 
is used as a surgery for a few hours per week 
and ideas have included upgrading the lesser 
hall, building onto the hall and building a sur-
gery as a separate entity.

Sally Brookes, who is secretary of the hall 
committee,  said: ‘The doctors  are very sup-
portive, although they’ve made it clear that 
the money will have to come from us.’ 

 Library amnesty
On April 1 Cunninghame District Council 
and Strathclyde Regional Council will cease 
to exist and North Ayrshire Council will take 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award team won the Arran Action for Youth quiz night held 
in Whiting Bay Hall last week. They are, from left, Angie Yates, Laura MacKenzie, 
Christopher Kennedy, Daniel Black, Peter Glew and James Primrose. B12twe01

over almost all of their functions. In the last 
days of the CDC the library department 
is hoping for the return of some of its lost 
books by declaring an amnesty on all over-
due items.
 The free period ends on March 30 but peo-
ple had better be quick because on April 1, 
with the start of the new council, a whole 
new set of fi nes for overdue items will be in-
troduced.  

 Cable severed
The ferry sailed to Gourock on both sailings 
last Sunday, not because of bad weather, but 
because the port at Ardrossan was immobi-
lised. Workmen managed to sever a power 
cable early on Sunday morning and the whole 
of Ardrossan port, including the linkspan for 
the ferry, was out of action.

Christopher Kennedy and Peter Glew hold up a tapestry that was commissioned 
to celebrate 40 years of the Duke of Edinburgh Awards scheme. The tapestry is on 
Arran for one week where all the local youngsters involved in the scheme will add a 
few stitches to it before it continues on its travels around Scotland. B12twe02

A team of � re prevention experts visited Arran businesses last week to advise and 
equip them with working � re prevention equipment. Here Alastair Hems from 
Firepoint Ltd demonstrates the cleanliness and e� ectiveness of CO2 extinguishers 
by spraying the inside of his car. B12twe03

The ladies’ darts season � nished last week with the doubles � nals and the gallon 
of beer playo� . League winners, the Kinloch team were awarded their trophy at a 
small ceremony at the Kinloch Hotel. The winners of the gallon of beer were the 
Catacol ladies team. B12twe04

Last summer heavy downpours destroyed most of strawberries grown by Gavin 
Mutch, so this year, with the help of his father Sandy, he has started to build 
polythene tunnels to protect the crops. He is shown here with two of his strawberry 
bags inside the � rst tunnel. B12twe06



www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon, Tue,Wed, Fri: 12.30 - 5pm, Sat 10-5  
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 19th March
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets - Surgery  Brodick, 9.30am - 11am
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9-12noon
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Ceilidh Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Da Vinci Piano Trio Arran High School, 7.30pm
Live Music  - The Hat The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 20th March
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session - All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Live music with Lucy Cartledge Jazz Trio The LHT, Lamlash, 2pm
Open Garden - Proceeds to RNLI The Hirsel, Shore Road, Lamlash, 12noon - 5pm 
 Monday 21st March
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 3pm - 4pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Whiting Bay, 5pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners & improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals Lamlash Church Hall 3:45 - 4:30pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals Brodick Church Kitchen 6:30 - 7:00pm

Tuesday 22nd March
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm

Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching  Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Non- competitive bridge  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm - 9pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Public Information day Kilmory Hall, 11am - 7pm

Wednesday 23rd March
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery Brodick, 9am - 10.30am & 6pm - 7pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
JogScotland Beginners Auchrannie Car Park, 7pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4pm - 6pm
Coffee morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am - 12noon

Thursday 24th March
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 6pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Embroidery group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm

Friday 25th March
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 3pm - 4pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

WEB DESIGN

GARDENING SERVICES

Trade Classifi ed Classifi eds

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

COMPUTING SERVICES

WEB DESIGN

LOGS OVER £30
Woodburning stove - wood-
warm fi re view 5kw £200, 
Countax tractor mower, 
hydro static 38inc deck - 
needs attention £200 Tel: 
07836346902
Dining table and 6 chairs 
beautiful Italian lacquered 
design vgc £250 Tel: 860399
Due to ill health - Hebrides 
440 row boat - 4.4m long, 
built in 2009 with trailer - 
stored at Arran Yacht Club 
until 2014 £950ono Tel: 
07548652057 or 700368
Gents mountain bike vgc £55, 
Ladies mountain bike vgc 
£45, Hedgetrimmer 60cms 
blade excellent £65, Strim-
mer vgc £65, Lawnmower 
self - propelled v good £70, 
Electric cooker 14 months 
old cost £485 for sale at £90 
Tel: 07980671267
Single divan bed with 2 draw-
er base Kozee Sleep ,Jubilee 
Little used £65 Tel: 700636

UNDER £30
Quality highline hens call 
Colin 07968259502
Electric cooker, excellent 
working order and clean. 
Large oven. Can deliver £30 
Tel 07841 107881
14 Foot Fibre glass boat - 
good hull £25 Tel: 810659
US Mail box new £25, elec-
tric hovermower £30 Tel: 
07980671267
Concorde 32 electric lawn-
mower with grass box £20, 
Flymo micro lite (Electric) 
£20, Acorn stair lift - working 
when removed from house - 
to discuss if suitable contact 
01770 600729

WANTED
Farm Fertiliser spreader, 
4’ loader bucket and Grass 
Field Roller (10 feet or 
less).  Tel Gordon 860726 or 
07717536981

FREE TO UPLIFT
55 metal framed stacking 
chairs Tel: 810659

Properties
FOR SALE

HOMESTYLES (aka Jake’s)
BRODICK

After 30+ years of successful trading, the 
management are reluctantly wishing to 

part with this iconic island business.
Due to an ageing � eet new wheels are 

being sought to move this fantastic retail 
outlet onwards.

A sum of £325k plus stock would secure 
the long term future of this superb 

emporium.
For further details please contact:

Mrs Aileen Thomson, Homestyles, 
Brodick   Tel: 01770 302648

OPEN DAY
2 BED DETACHED BUNGALOW 

FOR SALE
27 MURRAY CRESCENT

LAMLASH, ARRAN KA27 8NS

SATURDAY 26TH MARCH - 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM
VIEWING AVAILABLE OUTWITH 

THE ABOVE DATE & TIMES

CALL ALEX ON - 07790 195 150
asallows1@hotmail.com
IMAGES AVAILABLE ON
 www.rightmove.co.uk

WANTED
Young working family of 

3 seeking a long let on the 
island.

2/3/4 bed property required.
Please call Natelle on 07522723703 

or Barry on 07470941886

The Arran Team
Holiday Home Letting & 

Property Management Specialists

Arran Team Gardening Services
Now covering the whole island

Regular grass and hedge cutting services
Tree Felling (NPTC quali� ed)

Garden Clearing, strimming & brush cutting
Landscaping and fencing

For a free no obligation quote
call 01770 303113 
Competitive Rates
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Recruitment

Public Notices

Arran Community and Voluntary Services

Community Development Offi  cer
Salary: circa 19,000 pro rata

24 hours per week

Fixed term to March 2017

We are seeking to recruit an enthusiasti c team 
member with the ability to establish, promote and 
develop community projects. Knowledge of Health 

and Social Care is desirable.

Applicants should also have experience of 
fi nancial control and good IT, verbal and writt en 

communicati on skills are essenti al.

For a recruitment pack contact Vicki Yuill, 
Operati ons Manager on 01770 600611 or email 

vicki.yuill@arrancvs.org.uk

Closing date for applicati ons 
Friday 1st April 2016

VACANCIES
LAMLASH GOLF CLUB
Part time starter/ shop attendant

6 days per week or 
job share for 2 persons.

April to October
Minimum pay scale

______________

Caterer for summer season
April to October

Applications in writing to the 
Club secretary or email

secretary@lamlashgolfclub.com

Seasonal Visitor Services Advisor 
Share your knowledge. Share your pride.

Are you enthusiastic and have a love 
for Scotland and Arran? If so a job in a 
VisitScotland Information Centre could be 
right for you! We are looking for sta�  for the 
2016 season in Brodick Information Centre 
from late April until end of September. If 
you would like further information please 
visit www.visitscotland.org. 

Closing date 31/03/16

SALES STAFF VACANCY
HOMESTYLES, BRODICK

We are looking to � ll a part time position of 
3 days per week Saturday/Monday/Tuesday.

Applicants must have good customer relation 
skills, a knowledge of DIY would be helpful 

along with a good sense of humour.  
Some lifting also required.

Please apply in writing to:

Mrs Aileen � omson, 
Homestyles, Brodick

MBS BUILDING & TIMBER 
SUPPLIES 

Whiting Bay Seasonal Staff Vacancies 

Sales assistants required for 
busy retail outlet. 

Please email 
mbsbuild@yahoo.co.uk

FIDDLER’S MUSIC BAR & BISTRO

Commis Chef, Kitchen Assistant 
and Front of House Assistant 

required asap. 
Competitive hourly rates & good tips paid 
weekly. Must have own accommodation.

Please email donal@fiddlersmusicbar.com 
with cv or phone 07767211854 if interested 

Staff Accommodation Manager 
Due to the raise in our staff accommodation, we are 

looking for a well organised person to manage the 4 areas 
of staff accommodation. You will co-ordinate the arrivals 

and departs of employees, be responsible for uniform 
issuing and control, liaise with housekeeping to manage the 
serving of rooms and public areas and ensure that the staff 

members are following the staff accommodation rules.

Reception/Reservations
We are currently looking for customer focussed 

individuals to join the front of house team. This is a 
full time position working between reception and 

reservations. You will be computer literate and have great 
customer service skills.  

Kitchen Porter
Full or part time positions available working between 

the 3 restaurants. Carry out cleaning duties of all areas in 
the kitchen to support the chefs. Flexible working hours 

available to accommodate travel.

Maintenance  Assistant 
We  are looking for an experienced multi-skilled 

individual to join our busy maintenance team.  Some  
plumbing experience would be an advantage. This is a full 
time position working 5 days from 7 including weekends. 
Salary dependent on experience & skills. Please contact 
Alan MacAlister at amacalister@auchrannie.co.uk or call 

01770 303332

All positions will benefit from free leisure club 
membership meals on duty and various other discounts 

within the resort.  Full descriptions can be found at www.
auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED
Reliable person required to help 
with Saturday changeovers for 
a 3 bed roomed  holiday let in 

Shiskine.  
Good hourly rate, starting ASAP

Please call: 01770 860711

CORRIE GOLF CLUB
AGM

Wednesday 6th April 2016
7.00pm

Corrie Tea Room
AGM to include Discussion on Revision to 

Club Constitution.
All members welcome

Please make every effort to attend this is the only 
chance to make your voice heard.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 
Council Offices, Lamlash.
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 08.04.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND BUILDINGS IN CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 1987
Applications for Listed Building Consent.

Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
16/00204/LBC; Invercloy House, Main Street, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Internal alterations 
(installation of suspended ceiling, replacement of internal doors to entrance lobby 
and overcladding of existing internal glazed screen to entrance lobby).

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

BRODICK CASTLE, COUNTRY PARK & GOATFELL

Castle Guide
If you love history and would like to work as part of our dedi-
cated guiding team we are looking for a new member of staff. 

Weekend work would be involved.
For further details and an application form please contact Paula 
McEwan, Castle Collection Offi cer, Telephone 01770 302202 or 

by email brodickcastle@nts.org.uk
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DEATHS

DIAMOND WEDDING

CHURCH NOTICES

THANK YOU

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 20th March

 (Palm Sunday)
Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 

Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME 

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

GOOD FRIDAY WALK
 OF WITNESS

Friday 25th March
Meet at Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Brodick, at 2.00 pm. 

Walk ends with service at
 Brodick Church of Scotland, 

2.45 – 3.00 pm.
ALL WELCOME TO JOIN 

WHOLE OR ANY 
PART OF THE EVENT.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but
 working together

Minister:
 Rev Angus Adamson

 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited. 

Sunday 20th March
Lochranza and Pirnmill

 Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship, with worship 
led by local string group ARCO. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon

 Morning Worship, with worship 
led by local string group ARCO. 
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.
Wednesday 23rd March

10am to 8pm
 Easter Labyrinth in

Shiskine Church.
Thursday 24th March

Maundy Thursday Communion, 
7pm in Corrie Church.
Friday 25th March

Good Friday Walk of Witness 
begins at 2pm in Holy Cross 

Church, and ends at St. Bride’s 
Church, Brodick.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 20th March

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Afternoon Service 1.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 20th March

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30 am

Rev Lily McKinnon
In Lamlash:

Annual Stated Meeting
at end of Service

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

WHINTING BAY AND
KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 20th March
Worship will be conducted for 

Palm Sunday, with the emphasis 
on the “Stewardship of Time” 
by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am.
There will be a short Stated Annu-
al Meeting at the close of worship 
for the congregation to receive the 

accounts.
 There will be a Soup Lunch 

served after the meeting
in the Transept. 

Holy Week: There will be a ser-
vice in the Transept every night of 
Holy Week at 7pm to remember 
the last week of Christ on earth.
On Wednesday 23rd March 

there will be an evening of Sacred 
Music led by members of the

Arran Singers.
 On Thursday 24th March the 

service will be a
 commemoration of the

Last Supper.
On Friday 25th March there will 

be a service of quiet
 reflection for Good Friday.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
after the services. 

All most welcome to any of these 
services. 

 
HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 

CHURCH
Sunday 20th March
Morning Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 20th March 
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 20th March 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind post 
office)

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg 
Good Friday Service  

Brodick 6pm

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakes meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

CHURCH NOTICES

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday, March 13, Brandon 
monthly medal, 20 played, 
CCS 66. 1 Kenny MacMil-
lan 76-13=63, 2 Douglas 
Robertson 82-18=64, 3 Billy 
Armit 76-9=67.  

There were three twos: 
James Armit, Bruce Jenkins 
and David Hendry.

An excellent round from 
Kenny and in so doing win-
ning the second class Bran-
don beating Douglas Robert-
son and Billy Armit winning 
the First Class Brandon.

Billy had a good weekend 
and was also at Ayr Races to 
see his nag named Billy Billy 
win.

Although Douglas did not 
win the Brandon, he scored 
40pts in the Winter Cup, run 
in conjunction with the Bran-
don, which rocketed him to 
the top of the leader board 
with 179pts and ahead of 
the chasing pack of Gordon 
Hendry, Ian Macdonald and 
Terry Raeside all on 174pts.

There are two rounds of 
the Winter Cup to be played. 
The penultimate round is this 
Sunday, March 20, replacing 
the Clochendichter which 
has been cancelled and the fi-
nal round will be on Sunday, 
March 27.

Sunday, March 13, Win-
ter Cup. 1 Douglas Robert-
son 40pts, 2 Kenny MacMil-
lan 38pts, 3 Billy Armit 34pts.

Wednesday, March 9, 
Wednesday game. A fine sun-
ny day provided some excel-
lent golf. Derek Roxburgh 
won with a 70–6=64. There 
were no magic twos so the 
stake rolls over to next week. 

In addition the Dougie Gra-
ham Salver pairs trophy was 
won by Derek Roxburgh and 
Jim Green.

Next Wednesday, March 23, 
is the last game of the season 
and culminates with the sen-
iors dinner the same evening 
at 7pm for 7.30pm. Tickets 
and menu choices at the club 
bar.

Ladies section - Fixtures: 
Tuesday, March 22, at 
10.30am, Winter Trophy Sta-
bleford.

Tuesday, March 29 at 
9.30am at 1pm and 4.45pm, 
March Medal and Medal Fi-
nal.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday, March 13, Winter 
Cup round 6. A fine morning 
and an optimistic weather 
forecast brought 13 golfers 
out to contest the sixth and 
final round of the Winter Cup 
for 2015-2016.
 CSS stayed at 63 and Jamie 
Stewart stormed home in 64 
blows (58 nett) to take first 
place; a great score by any 
standard but particularly so 
on a day when the greens 
were making putting some-
thing of a lottery at times. 
1 Jamie Stewart (6)-58 and 
lowest gross, 2 Wolfi Kroner 
(14)-65 acb, 3 Danny Head 
(6)-65, 4 Jamie Macpher-
son (6)-66. There were five 
magic twos recorded. Three 
of them went Jamie Stewart 
on 4, 11 and 17,  the others 
went Jamie Macpherson and 
David Morrison at 16 and 17 
respectively. Overall result 
of this season’s Winter Cup 
is: 1 David Brookens (11)-5 
under, 2 Wolfi Kroner (14)-
6 over, 3 Jamie Macpherson 
(6)-7 over.

Fixture: Sunday, March 20, 
Lamlash friendly at Lamlash. 
10am for 10.30am rolling 
start. Just turn up to be paired. 
Final match in this season’s 
series.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday, March 3, Yellow 
Medal, CSS 61, par 61. 1 Jim 
Young 72-13=59, 2 Jamie 
Ainsworth 82-21=61. Magic 
twos Jim Young at 7th and 
14th.

Thursday, March 10, Yel-
low Medal, CSS 61, par 61. 1 
Jim Young 72-12=60, 2 Craw 
Duncan 73-13=60, 3 Jim 

Henderson 80-18=62, Magic 
twos Jim Young at 16th and 
Craw Duncan  at 11th.

Sunday, March 13, Glen-
burn Cup. 1 Allan Winship 
77-14=63, 2 Iain Bremner 
74-7=67. Best scratch, Iain 
Bremner 74. Overall win-
ner of Glenburn Cup, Iain 
Bremner total 261. Runner 
up, Allan Winship total 262.

Fixtures: Sunday, March 
20, Lamlash v Whiting Bay 
friendly. Final game at Lam-
lash, 10.30am start. Thursday, 
March 24, Yellow Medal, 
11am start. Easter weekend: 
Saturday, March 26, Glen-
isle Mixed Fours. Make up 
own group and see starter 
for times. Sunday, March  
27, Easter Texas Scramble, 
11.30am for noon start.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday, March 12, Winter 
Cup. 1 A Smith 38pts BIH, 2 
A Napier 38pts BIH, 3 A Mc-
Donald 38pts. Magic gtwos 
J McConnachie (3), G An-
drews and A Smith.

Monday, March 14, Mon-
day Cup. 1 A Napier 62-
5=57, 2 J Adams 69-9=60, 3 J 
Henderson 75-15=60. Magic 
twos A Napier (2), J Adams 
and J McConnachie.

Fixture: Saturday, March 
19, Winter Cup round 7. Bal-
lots at 9am and 1pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday, March 8, Winter 
Cup, five played. 1 A Mac-
Donald 75-10=65, 2 P Betley 
79-11=68, 3 B Sherwood 79-
10=69. 

Fixture: Tuesday, March 
22, Winter Cup, tee off  at 
12noon.

The fourth hole at Machrie Bay Golf Club

Mum and Dad
Congratulations on your  
Diamond wedding 
Love from all the family x

THANK YOU
Peggy would like to thank all her friends 
and neighbours for their cards flowers, 

soup, baking and kindness following her 
recent mishap.  Gratefuly thanks to the  

brilliant Lochranza first responders,  
emergency helicopter and all the wonderful 
attention from Crosshouse hospital and the 
caring staff at Arran War Memorial Hospital.

BENNETT - Anne  
(née Butterworth)
Suddenly but peacefully at home 
on Sunday, 21st February 2016. 
Anne, of Lamlash, Isle of Arran,
formerly of Oldham. There will 
be a memorial service for Anne 
in Kilbride Church, Lamlash on
Thursday, 24th March at 
11:00am to which all her friends 
are welcome. A retiring offering 
will go to Anne’s beloved Retired 
Greyhound Trust.

MCDONALD – Allan
Peacefully, on 11th March, 2016, 
after a long illness borne with 
great courage, Allan (fondly 
known to many as “Big Al” or 
“Fats”), beloved father of Stephen 
and grandfather to Frankie, 
sadly missed by Elspeth and all 
family and friends. The family 
wishes to thank The Prince and 
Princess of Wales Hospice and 
Mearnskirk Nursing Home for 
the wonderful care given to Allan.  
Funeral service to be held at Linn 
Crematorium, Lainshaw Drive, 
on Monday 21st March at 2.pm. 
Family flowers only. All invited.  
A collection for The Prince and 
Princess of Wales Hospice in lieu 
of flowers will be taken after the 
service.
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The winning Shiskine and Pirnmill team on the 
attack.

Bingo night for 
Get Kids Going
Michael Jackson from Brod-
ick is running the London 
Marathon and Great North 
Run to raise money for Get 
Kids Going, a national char-
ity supporting and inspiring 
disabled youngsters while 
giving them the opportunity 
to get into sport by giving 
them grants and help with 
equipment. 

He is also holding various 
other charity events and 
on Saturday March 26 he 
will be hosting a fun-for-
all-the-family bingo night 
at Whiting Bay Golf Club 
at 7.30pm. He said: ‘Please 
come along and help us raise 
money for this great cause.’

Anyone can also donate 
by going to Virgin Money 
Giving and can follow his 
progress on his Facebook 
page: Michael Jackson Runs 
for Charity, where there is a 
link to donate.Charity runner Michael Jackson. 

Two Arran teams make it to 
basketball finals in Glasgow
Primary pupils from all sev-
en of Arran’s primary schools 
took part in the Jump2it  bas-
ketball tournament at the 
Inverclyde Sports Centre 
in Largs earlier this month, 
where two teams qualified 
for the finals to be held at the 
Emirates Arena in Glasgow 
next month.  

A total of 74 primary six 
and seven pupils took part 

The winning Brodick and Corrie Primary team. 

Brodick pupils receive a team talk from Mrs Watts. 

Charlie Hodgart and Charlie Aitken with their MVP and 
Hussle Awards. 

in the tournament involving 
schools from North Ayr-
shire. Two of the four teams 
qualifying were from Arran 
- Brodick and Corrie and 
Shiskine and Pirnmill - and 
they will now get to meet the 
professional basketball team 
the Glasgow Rocks when 
they compete at the finals.

The event was organised in 
partnership between Jump2it 

and active schools co-ordina-
tor Archie McNicol.  

The tournament also saw 
two Arran players receive the 
most valued player (MVP) 
awards: Charlie Aitken and 
Morgan Bell. Charlie Hod-
gart took the hustle award, 
which is given to the most 
hard-working and determined 
player who refuses to give up.

Jump2it is a health initiative 
delivered to primary school 
pupils from all over Scotland. 
The programme is managed 
by Scottish Sports Futures, a 
Govan-based charity, and de-
livered by the Glasgow Rocks 
professional basketball team.

Healthy lifestyle
 Jump2it promotes the ben-

efits of leading a healthy life-
style by eating the right foods 
and getting plenty of exercise 
while also highlighting the 
benefits of living a positive 
lifestyle.
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Six in a row for Niall at
memorial darts contest

John Allen and Emily Moore were runners up. 
Competition winners Niall McMaster and Jenni Logan are presented with the James 
Shield by Heather Mackenzie. 

Heather and Margaret Mackenzie with John Picken, 
who won the trophy for highest check out. 

For the sixth year in a row 
Niall McMaster won the 
Donald and James Macken-
zie memorial mixed doubles 
darts competition. His part-
ner this year was Jenni Logan 
and they saw off all-comers 
in the contest in Kilmory Hall 
recently.

The runners up, in the 28th 

McLaren RFC 19
 Isle of Arran RFC 10

An understrength Arran team 
travelled to Callander on Sat-
urday to play McLaren RFC.

Missing several key players, 
Arran put in a credible perfor-
mance, despite going down 
19-10 to a strong McLaren 
team who are currently sitting 
fourth in the league table.  

A lack of players for Arran 
resulted in Charlie Boal being 
drafted into scrum half,  a po-
sition he hasn’t played since 
school, while regular centre 
Gregor Adamson stepped into 
stand off.

The visitors started brightly 
and opened the scoring with 
an opportunistic try after a 
kick through by their open-
side fl anker.  Without a recog-
nised goal kicker, Adamson 

staging of the competition, 
were John Allan and Emily 
Moore. The highest check out 
for the James Cup was won 
by a delighted John Picken 
with 96 and the hamper was 
won by Janet Mulholland. 

The evening raised £400 
which has been shared be-
tween Kilmory School and 

Kilmory Church fabric fund. 
Organiser Margaret Mac-

kenzie said: ‘My family and I 
would like to thank everyone 
who supported us and helped 
in any way to make the annu-
al darts competition such a 
success.’

She also thanked every-
one who gave raffl e prizes 
and donations, with special 
thanks to Jimmy for setting 
up the three dartboards and to 
Karyn Eddie for organising 
the games. Thanks also went 
to her North End friends for 
their support over the years 
and to her granddaughter 
Heather for presenting the 
trophies and raffl e prize win-
ners. 

Margaret said: ‘Thanks 
again to all and we hope to 
see you all again in 2017.’

Arran show their fi ghting spirit
but McLaren prove too strong

took on kicking responsibil-
ities but was off target with 
the conversion.

McLaren responded quickly 
with two tries in a couple of 
minutes, the fi rst the result of 
a well-executed back move 
and the second following a 
mix up in the Arran defence 
when attempting to deal with 
a high ball.

Offl oaded
Arran dug in and hit back 

with a brilliantly taken try 
of their own. From a scrum 
just inside their own half the 
ball was shipped to Jack Bar-
bour who made a half break 
in midfi eld and offl oaded to 
Charlie Boal running a su-
perb supporting line. He in 
turn offl oaded to outside cen-
tre Robbie Bayne, who ad-
vanced into the McLaren 22 

and timed his pass expertly to 
Gregor Adamson who dashed 
in at the corner for Arran’s 
second try. Adamson was 
wayward with the conver-
sion leaving the score 14-10, 
which was how it remained 
until half time.  

Arran were forced to de-
fend for much of the second 
half as McLaren pinned them 
back in their own half. With 
10 minutes remaining the vis-
itors had the chance to reduce 
the defi cit to a single point af-
ter winning a penalty in front 
of the McLaren posts. Unfor-
tunately Adamson was again 
off target as he skewed to the 
right of the uprights.

The miss was to prove costly 
as in the fi nal minute McLar-
en scored their third try of the 
match as Arran bodies tired 

and the home pack drove 
over the line from a scrum. 
This brought the fi nal score to 
19-10, cruelly denying Arran 
a losing bonus point, which 
was the least they deserved 
for their efforts.  

Arran were again superb in 
defence, repelling wave af-
ter wave of McLaren attacks 
in the second half, and their 
second try was one of the best 
they have scored all season. 

Unfortunately early injuries 
and the absence of a regular 
goal kicker ultimately cost 
them. Man of the match was 
awarded to Liam Boal after 
another tenacious display at 
hooker.  

Next up Arran take on table 
topping Stewartry at Ormi-
dale Park today (Saturday) at 
2pm.    


